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Stubborn fear of the world and an all but tcital absence

Of ideas behind opaque blue eyes. He was devoted to

the simple things of life: hunting’fishing’riding, eXeCu-

tions' his family' drinking tea-and autocracy. His name

WaS Nicholas Romanov and' through a Divine Right in

Which he firmly believed, he was Czar of All the Russias.

The monk Rasputin’a keen’if deranged observer of

men' OnCe described Nicholas as =Iacking insides.” But

this was not quite fair. Whatever emotions the Czar had

been bom with・ had simply been frozen long since by the

fear and vioIence which stalked his crown. As a young

boy he had stood beside the deathbed of his grandfather,

Alexander II’Who had been shattered by a revolution-

ist’s bomb; aS a yOung man, he had seen his father,

UnempIoyed subjec!s o声he Jast加ssjan Czar, NjchoJas.



Alexander III, Sign the decree which sent another band

Of revoIutionary assassins to the gallows. He had in-

herited an absolute empire, COmPIete with prison5, SeCret

POlice, OPPreSSed masse§, dilatory aristocrats and a huge

Standing army. Russia- all of Russia-WaS his private

estate, and he wa§ determined to keep it just that way.

In this determination, Nicholas was enthusiastically

§uPPOrted by his wife. the Czarina Alix, a German-born

granddaughteI. Of Queen Victoria, Who filIed the boredom

and vacancy of her roya=ife with a fanatica11y super-

stitious devotion to the rites of the Russian Orthodox

Church. So frequently did the Czarina absent herself

from the public appearances which were part of her royal

duties, §0 0bviously did §he despise the coarse manners

Of the officers and aristocrats who cluttered the imperial

COurt, that many believed she was, in fact, anti-Russian.

Furthermore, although a 1797 Russian law decreed that

Only a male could inherit the throne’Alix, OVer the years’

gave birth only to girls-four of them in frustrating suc-

CeSSion-thereby failing in her prime duty as a royal

breeder. For help, She turned to quacks and mystiGS,

until the royal palaces were fairly crawling with astrolo-

gers, SPiritualists and other fakers. But when at last AIix

gave birth to a §On-Alexis bom in 1904-it §OOn aP-

Peared that the boy suffered from hemophilia, the dreaded

“bleeding disease’’hereditary in many of Europe’s royal

famiIies. When doctors predicted that Alexis wouId not

live past his eighteenth birthday, the unhappy Czarina

WaS dI‘iven to ever more desperate reliance on her

“holy men’’-On anyOne Who promised a miraculous cure

for her child.

But it was not only the pathetic crown prince who re-

quired help' The royal famiIy・ the aristocracy・ the entire

Russian ruling class needed a miraculous cure at the turn

of the century. Idle, Vi式ous, PrOfligate and empty-headed,

the aristocracy fattened like a leech on the life blood of

the nation. Uneasily aware of the mounting hatred with

which they were regarded by the people, Perhap§ Sub"

consciously suspecting that their historical function had

come to an end, the Russian ruling classes took refuge

from reality in a life of extravagance, idleness and vice

such as had not been seen §ince the days of Nero’s Rome.

They clung desperately to their dream world, and none

clung more desperately than Nicholas Romanov. This’

then, WaS the basic definition of that “emptiness’’which

SO many dete。ted behind the Czar’s eyes.

RoyaI 】 amj]y and Court oppear pubJjcIy jn St. Petersburg.
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The measure of this absolute ruler of 150,000,000 §Ouls

scatte冒ed over an empire which embraced one-Sixth of

the land area o重†he globe’WaS reVealed in the diaries he

so assiduously kept・ Over years filled with portentous

change, bloodshed and disaster, these diaI‘ies∴reVeal a

SPiritual wasteland. “Walked long and kilIed two crows.

Drank tea by daylight:’was a typical entry. When revo-

1utionary mobs seized control of Moscow in 1905, the

Czar se富eneIy noted:用Took a walk in a thin shiI.t and

took up paddling again … Had tea in the balcony.’’Gount

Sergei Witte, the hard-headed advisor of Nicholas’early

years, OnGe WrOte, “I wi§h it: therefore it mu§t be喜that

motto appeared in all the activities of this weak ruler'

who only through weakness did aIl the things which

characterized his reign「a wholesale shedding of more

oI‘ less innocent blood, for the most part without aim.’’

Nicholas himself explained things more simply. '`What-

ever I try:, the Gzar of All the Ru§Sias GOnfided to his

diary, ``nothing succeeds. I am out of luck.’’



面ut of luck too-aS they had been for many cruel

Centuries-Were the long・§u鯖ering Russian peo・

PIc. They had never known freedom, eVer.

There were disputed legends that once some

Russians had been free in the medieval king-

dom of Kiev-but even if true, that freedom had been

Snuifed out when the great Mongol armies swept over

the land in 1237 A.D. The MongoIs slaughtered entire

POPulations in their path, raZed citie§ and fastened a

grip upon Russia that lasted for more than two hundred

years・ And the misery of the MongoI conquest was

matched by the misery of the Russian reconquest of their

OWn lands. Under the Ieadership of the Princes of

Muscovy (basicaIly thieves, tyrantS and murderers), the

Slow and terribly costly campaign against the MongoIs

lasted unti1 1533 A.D. In that year, Ivan IV became Prince

Of Muscovy-and fourteen years later, he felt secure

enough to proclaim himself Czar of All the Russias.

Known to history as Ivan the Terrible, he and his suc-

CeSSOrS fastened so tight a yoke uPOn the backs of Rus-

sia’s people' that it seemed nothing could ever shake it.

In 1613, after a period of civil war’a nObleman named

Michael Romanov seized the throne. His descendant’

Alexei Romanov言SSued a series of imperial decrees

which divided and froze the Russian people into rigid

classes. Peasants were bound to the land on pain of

death; tOWnSPeOPle to their villages or cities. The Church

and the nobility were declared cIosed classes.

The mi11ions of Russian peasants’nOW forever serfs'

were looked upon as something less than animaIs. As

animals, Czar Peter I (the Great) used them to build his

=window on the West," Saint Petersburg’in 1700. Thou-

sands o章workers died in constructing that monumental

city on a swamp-it was said that for every stone in it・

a man paid with his life. And it was a§ animals that

Catherine the Great drove her vast armies of serfs to the

conquest of the Crimea in 1768, and Alexander I whipped

them to the defeat of Napoleon in 1812・

But as Russian power made itself felt in post-

Napoleonic Europe’SO WeStem ideas o買reedom began to

Penetrate the empire of the Czars. On the death of

Alexander I, in 1825, a grOuP Of army o縦cers tried to

OVerthrow the autocracy and replace it with a poorly

defined parliamentary democracy. Known as the Decem-

brists-from the皿Onth in which they struck鵜they were

quickly and ruthlessly put down by the new Czar,

Nicholas I. Frightened by this attempt on his throne・ he

loosed a barrage of imperial decrees which reduced all

Classes of Russians to semislavery. SchooIs. newspapers,

the army, eVen the Orthodox Church (always a bulwark



Russja’s weo軸was jn agrjcu血re, though few peasant§

Were aS WeIJ s高uated as these robust farmhands.

of the most reactionary sentiment) felt the heavy hand of

repression. But Nicholas I discovered that he could not

pul‘Sue an aggreSSive forcign policy in a modern world

by leading armies of uneducated' ignorant serfs to the

charge. When Russia su鯖ered a humiliating defeat at the

hands of France and England in the Crimean War of

1853-56言t was obvious that changes would have to be

made-nOt in the name of liberty, b11t Of efficiency.

Nicholas I,s son, Alexander II, made them. He liberated

the serfs and eased state controI of universities, neWS-

papers, the judicial system and the army. Rebuffed in

the west, he tumed Russian armies east to the conquest

of the Turkoman lands, the Caucasus and eastern Siberia.

He tried to reorganize the ponderous imperial bureauc-

racy and bring a touch of modernity to Russian life. His

reward was the bomb which, On March 13, 1881, ended

his life.

By the last decades o白he nineteenth century・ the time

for∴reform had all but passed in Russia. The liberated

peasant9, Still held in bondage through debt to local

landlords, COntinued to freeze, StarVe, Suffer the lash for

any protest' tO Wear Sandals made from the bark of

trees and to live in mud and wattle huts on the edges of

the splendid estates o白he aristocracy. The age-Old’un-

told misery of their existence had gone on too Iong. It

WaS nOt Of reform that they dreamed. but revolution.



面uring the 1880’s the revol宙ionary movement in

Russia moved a long way from the refor血ist

hopes o重the Decembrist8, In response to the

increasing violence of Czarist repre93ion

Mikhail Bakunin, the great Anarchist leader,

PreaChed a philo30Phy of total destruction, urging that

secret committee3 be Iormed devoted to personal assassi-

nation. It wa9 due partly to Bakunin’s promptings that a

Small group of Saint Petersburg University students made

an unsuccess重ul attempt on the life of Nicholas II’s father,

Alexander III. The 9tudents were arI‘eSted and some were

hanged・ Among those who paid with their live§ WaS One

Alexander Ulyanov’Whose death had a determining

effect on the life o重his younger brother, Vladimir

Ulyanov, later known as Lenin. When young Vladimir

hea重d of Alexander’s arre§t he commented briefly: “Then

that means that Sasha couldn’t have acted in any other

Way.’’Thereafter he devoted himself to a search for some

PI.inciple of history to guide him to more e鯖ective revo-

lutionary mean3 than simple assassination. He found this



The UJyanov佃mj]y, Sinbjr§k, re79 - VJadjmjr lLeninJ

at Jower rjght, hjs brother AIexander standjng center.

Lenin, aIready baJdjng, POSeS with other Jounders of the

Petersburg League for Ljberat上on of the Wo重轟ing CIas§.

historical principle in Marxism.

Marxism had been brought to Russia in 18B3 by Georgi

plekhanov, a former terrorist who had seen the futility

of individual bomb pIots and now urged the organization

of a party of agitators to lead §trikes and to educate the

Russian working class to its revolutionary interest§"

Plekhanov founded a party secretly in 1883 in the city

of Minsk, tO be called the Social Democratic Party, and

gave it a newspaper」skra (the Spark〕 which, Printed

abroad, WaS Smuggled into Russia in thousands of copies.

=In Russia:, Plekhanov proclaimed' `●poIitical freedom

will be gained by the working class’Or it will not exist

at　種lI;,

Karl Marx and his collaborator, Friederich Engels,

WOuld have been amazed at Plekhanov’s pre§umPtion.

They had taugh=hat before a Communist revolution

COuld take place a great industrial development must

OCCur, the middle-Class owners of the means of produc-

tion (factorie§. mines, etC.) must abolish the old feudal

aristocracy and all its works. and a politically well-edu-

Cated and Iarge working class must exist. In Russia none

O自hese conditions had been fulfilled. Indeed, Marx and

Engel3 Viewed Russia as the repository of everything that

Was most reactionary and hateful-the natural enemy of

PrOgreSS. and the last place on earth where a Communist

upri3ing might be expected.

But Plekhanov insisted that special conditions in Rus-

Sian hi§tOry gaVe grOunds for hope・ His Social Democratic

Party gained adherent9' and by 1903 held an interna-

tional Socialist conference in Brussel3. At this conference



Plekhanov lost controI of his own party to Lenin.

Lenin was born on ApriI 22, 187O, into an upper-middle-

Cla§S family in a provincial district far from Moscow. As

a youth he displayed briIliance and cool determination.

Despite police persecution of his family for the sin§ Of

his older brother, he won a law degree (PaSSing the four"

year cour8e in less than a year and a half) from Saint

Petersburg University in 1890. By this time he had be-

COme a COnfirmed Marxist. In 1895 he trave量led to Switz-

erland where he met the exiled Plekhanov and became

a member o重the Social Democratic Party. Returning to

Russia in that same year he was imprisoned by the

Czarist police and then exiled to Siberia for three yeaI'S.

During his exile he married a young fellow-reVOlutionist,

Nadezhda Krupskaya. In 1899, their term of exiIe over,

Lenin and Krupskaya returned to Switzerland where they

helped to edit Jskra and §Pent the next few years in

POVerty-Stricken wandering. By 1903, already the ac-

knowledged leader,Of the “yotlng guard" Social Demo-

CratS, Lenin was ready to challenge Plekhanov foI' Party

leadership.

The issue which divided the Social Democrat§ in Brus_

Sels was whether they should develop as a democratic-

ally organized party or became a dictatorship of the

leaders of the central commit‡ee. Lenin urged that onIy

a small, SeCret, dictatorial and utterly dedicated party

could cope with Czarist repression and lead the Russian

PeOP重e-he was against democratic organization. By a

Slim majority, and oveI' Plekhanov’s objections, he carried

his point. On this ba§is his fo1lowers claimed to be

The Russjan revolutjonfst as a young maIトLeon TI.OtSky.

the BoI§hev誼s (in Russian the word means “majority●’)

While his opponents were known as Mensheviks (“minor-

ity’’〕・ But in actuality, aS later developments were to

Show, it was the Menshevik faction which was in the

OVerWhelming majority in the Social Democratic Party・

Standing §OmeWhat outside the Party quarrel in 1903

WaS a yOung Russian intellectual named Lev Bronstein,

Who called himself Trotsky. He had gone through the

Same har§h school of police brutaIity, imprisonment

and exile as Lenin, but his views, While Glose to Lenin’s,

Were slightly di鯖erent. Arrogant, brilliant and extremely

Witty, Trotsky’s personality nevertheIess lacked some-

thing of Lenin,s moral seriousness. As Edmund Wilson

has pointed out, WhiIe Lenin identified himself with

history, Trot§ky ident.脆ed history with himself. In any

event. the interparty squabbles among the Social Demo-

Crats were interrupted in 1905 by dramatic new3 from

Saint Petersburg-reVOlution had broken out in Russia・
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1905

the end of the nineteenth century, Russian

Penetration of SibeI‘ia had reached the Pacific

露y
Ocean. There its imperialistic expansion into

園■宝器霊三塁嵩:詰t器
tagonism of a newly industrialized, militant and expan-

Sioni§t Japan. NichoIas II, Who loved to dress up and play

SOldier and who, under the in鳳uence of his fanatically

religious wife realIy believed that his　§01diers were

bringing Christian civilization to the far-eaStern heathen,

Paid little heed to warning§ from the ’`upstart’’Japanese.

Accordingly, in a surprise attack on February 8, 1904,

the Japanese fleet destroyed Russia’s Far Eastern Squad-

ron at anchor in the naval base of Port ArthuI'. Within

days Japanese infantry wa§ POuring into Manchuria and

Korea, and the Russo-Japanese War was on.

The Russian people had no interest whatsoever in this

War, Viewing it, COrreCtly, aS just another of Nicholas’

blundering land-grabs. But the Russian people had to

Pay the price. On the front, they perished by the thou-

The Ru§SO-Japanese War, 1904-Czar NjchoJas revjews an

叫antry regjment on jts way to the Manc血rjan front.





FatheI‘ G叩o重=md 〔I Cfty o値cjaJ wjth a group of strjk-

jng workers fn St. Petersburg near the end oi 1904.

sands in terribly mismanaged battles under totally in-

COmPetent generals; at home, they starved when wartime

profiteering, COrruPtion and inefficiency cut off food sup-

plie§ from the big cities. These miseries plus the age・Old

deprivations and hatreds were the la§t StraWS・ In January,

1gO5, Saint Petersburg metal workers, led by a fiery priest

named Father Gapon, Went On a four-day strike. When

this produced no e鱒ect. the workers and their families

determined to demonstrate in front of the Royal Palace.

Father Gapon wrote to the Czar: ``Sire! Do not believe

the Mini§terS. They are cheating Thee in regard to the

real state of affairs. The people believe in Thee" They

have made up their minds to gather at the Winter Palace

tomorrow at 2 P.M. to lay their needs before Thee….Do

not fear anything….’’

Nicholas’response was to flee Saint Petersburg with

his family for the pa】ace at Tsarskoe Selo. Behind him

he left a welcoming committee of police and Cossack§・

On January 22, 1905, 200,000 workers and their families’

led by Father Gapon, made their way in dignified proces-

sion, §inging religiou§ SOngS and carrying抗ons, tO the

Winter Palace. They had with them a petition requesting

an eighトhour day and a minimum wage of fifty cents a

day, aS Well as the calling of a constituent assembIy to

draft a constitution for Russia. At a point-blank distance

o重fifteen yards, the police and Co§SaCks opened fire into

the dense ma§SeS Of men, WOmen and children. They

kept firing until the snow was red with blood・ Five

hundred peopIe were massacred and thousands more

wounded. Father Gapon fled to Finland and wrote to

the Czar: `●The innocent blood of workers, their wives

and children lies forever between thee, Oh soul-destroyer,

and the Russian people… ・’’

After ``Bloody Sunday,’’as the January 22nd massacre

Came tO be known, a Whirlwind of strike§, demonstrations

and riots swept over Russia. Soldiers and sailors∴re-

turning from defeats in the Far Ea§t added to the demor-

alization. Peasants burned manor houses across the land,

the Black Sea Fleet mutinied, and Saint Petersburg fe11

into the grip of a general strike. The revolutionaries re-

Ceived weapons smuggled in from America where Mark

Twain §ummed up the American view by saying: `●If

Such a government cannot be overthrown otherwise than

by dynamite' then thank God for dynamite.,,

When the Social Democrats in Switzerland heard of

the uprisings in their native land, they hurried home.

First to arrive was Trotsky who quickly set about or-
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The佃mous “Odess(l SteI)S’’seqlIenCe jn Sergej Ej§en-

stejn’s刑m Potemkin v柄(Jjy re-Cl‘eOteS油e brutdjty w融

whjch Czc両s=l`OOI)S S叩J〕reSSed demonstrむjons jnま905・

ganizing the Saint Petersburg workers into a Soviet

(Council) which won controI of most of the city. In

Moscow, Kiev and other provincial capitals’Similar So-

viets seized control. Under the mounting pre§Sure

Nicholas II had no choice but to give way. He issued a

manifesto in which he promi§ed land reform, judicial

reform, the establishment of parliamentary democracy

under himself as Czar, and a constitution. The§e PrOmises

were enough for the middle-Classe§ Who, although avid

for reform, Were frightened by the upsurge of workeI.S

and peasants. Middle-Class support for continuing strikes

and riots vanished. By the time Lenin and Krupskaya

managed to retum to Russia' the uprising, lacking leader-

ship, and with the people weary o章struggle・ had run

into the sands. The Czar sIowly regained control of the

army and navy・ When TI'OtSky called for another general

stI`ike in Saint Peter§burg, his followers were smashed

with artillery and he himself was arrested and sentenced

to many years‘ exile in Siberia. Lenin' leading the Mos-

cow soviet, WaS forced to flee back into exile shortly

afterwards・ By New Year’s Day' 1906・ the revolution of

1905 wa§ OVer. Nicholas quickly repealed all his mani-

festos and promises. The masses and the Czar had met

face to face_and the masses had been defeated. The

Russian ruling classe§ Settled comfortably back into their

dream world. They failed to recognize in the events of

1905 a dres§ rehearsal for a much more terrible and de-

Cisive struggle ahead.



菓he Russian Duma (ParIiament〕, Which had been

COnVened by Nicholas in 1905 under revolutionary

PreSSure・ WaS dismissed at bayonet point in July,

1906・ Later that year the Czar appointed Peter

Stolypin・ PI.ime Minister. Stolypin’PerSOnally cou・

rageous and intelligent, embarked on what he conceived

to be progressive measures. He undertook to §eII state.

OWned land to the peasants・ hoping thereby to create a

Class of rich peasants immune to revolutionary appeals,

and he tried to inject some vigor, SOme e餓ciency into

the government. so successful was his land program

that Lenin, Observing from Switzerland, Wamed his foト

loweI'S that the reforms =might force us to renounce any

agrarian program at all.’’But Stolypin's bitterest foes

Were Closer∴at hand・ They were the rich Iandowners,

the aristocracy and, increasingly, the Czar himself.

Nicholas could never tolerate the presence of men more

Clever than him§elf-and the Czarina hated6tolypin be-

CauSe he blocked the appointment of her =hoIy men・言

to pub喜ic office. On September 14, 1911, Peter Stolypin

Wa§ aSSaSSinated while attending. the opera in Kiev. The j踊erate monk Rasputfn grnbbed power jn Court by

means of his hypnotjc hoJd over the Czarjna and her son・



Later it was established that his assassin had most prob-

ab]y been in the pa'y Of the Imperial secret police-the

hated ``Pharaohs,, who ruled a private empire of spies,

ass。SSins・ agentS PrOVOCa‡eurs, reSPOnSible only to

the Czar.

But by the time of Stolypin's∴aSSaSSination there was

already a new `●power behind the throne.,, This was the

r?ligious faker Gregory Rasputin, a huge¥ and coarse

PeaSant Who had abandoned his wife and children in

Siberia to try his luck in Saint Petersburg. Brought to

the attention of the Czarina, Rasputin soon established

COmPlete ascendancy over her, and through her, OVer

Nicholas. It seemed that this gigantic, bearded monk

COuld [probably through hypnosis) stop the bleeding to

Which Crown Prince Alexis was prone. So great was

his influence that ministers were appointed or dismissed

On his say-SO’the Duma was convened or disper§ed at

his bidding and his advice was foIIowed on alI important

question§ Of §tate.

The ever-PreSent POlice spきes did not fail to report

Rasputin’s private life to the Czar. ‘‘He retumed today

at five o,cIock in the moming compIetely drunk.・…On

the night of 25th-26th the actress V. spent the night with

Rasputin.’‥`Rasputin came home with the Princess Sh-

Very drunk…",, But such report§ had little e穫ect on the

Czarina. She wrote to the Czar, “the Scribes and Phari-

SeeS are PerSeCuting Christ…・They accuse Rasputin of

kissing women, etC・ Read the apostles; they klssed every-

body…・" In actuality, the Russian ruling classes, With

SOCial catastrophe looming ever closer on the horizon,

turned to Rasputin in search of that miracle which might

save them. As a Gzarist senator was to remark: “If there

had been no Rasputin, it wo¥11d have been necessary to

invent one,●’

Meanwhile the revolutionaries, SCattered in exile or

su鯖ering in Siberia' SIowly reb`lilt their organization.

Trotsky e§CaPed from Siberia by hiding under a wagon-

load of hay, and made his way across Europe to Switzer-

land where he found Lenin carrying on hi3 endless feud

with the Mensheviks, Over the foIIowing yea冒S the Men-

shevik・BoIshevik §Plit in the Social Democratic Party

deepened and widened irreparably. The argument be-

tween them was basically over whether or not Russia

was ripe for a Communist revolution. The Mensheviks’

cleaving to Marx's analyses' held that a middIe-Class

revolution would have to occur first. Therefore, they

argued' the Social Democrats §hould cooperate with

liberal parties in hastening a democratic revolution. But

Lenin and the Bol§heviks held that because of certain

peculiaritie8 in Russia,s historical development' there

was no need for a middle-Class revolution. When the

PeOPle finally rose’they must be led straight into com-

munism. To cooperate with middle-Class, liberal parties

would be to betray the workers and peasants. At com-

mittee meetings' Party Congresses' through underground

newspapers such as Pravda (Truth)言n countIess pam-

phlet§ and books, Lenin hammered home his thesis.While

the Mensheviks remained a large majority both in exile

and inside Russia, by 1914 there were an estimated 30'000

Bol8heviks dedicated to Lenin's ideas. But in that same



WorJd War J-Mob硝zed J.eSerVjs's arJ.jve jn Pe‘ersburg.

year' al=he interparty quarrels and arguments were

OVerShadowed by the onset of §udden European disaster.

Nicholas- di】ettante and idiotic foreign poIicy heIped

to provoke the catastrophe. Despite the bruises his ex-

PanSionism had su鮒ered a=he hands of the Japane§e

in 1905・ Nicholas stil=ooked on himself as the protector

Of all European Slavs. His policy of白Pan・SIavism・・ had

CauSed him to guarantee the independence of various

Small Balkan nations such as Serbia and BuIgaria. In

the summer of 1914, Serbian terrorists assassinated Arch_

duke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne, in

the∴Streels of Sarajevo. Austria-Hungary issued a seveI‘e

ultimatum to Serbia and, despite Serbian acceptance of

most of its provisions, decIal‘ed war on the sma11 Slav

country. Russia immediately mobilized her forces along

the Austrian frontier, Austria’s alIy, Germany, then

mobilized her armies. But Rus§ia was allied to France,

and when Germany mobilized, SO did the French. England

had an unwritten understanding with France. And so it

wa§ the armies marched into World War I. Nicholas II, aS

responsible as any man for this disaster, nOt Only helped

ignite the bloodiest war in human history, but aIso lit

a trail of gunpowder which blew himself, hi§ throne and

the entire ancient autocracy of Russia sky-high.
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WORLD WAR I

War Came a§ a Stunning surprise to the Rus-

Sian people. Devoting most of their time to the

great effort of simply staying alive' they under-

StOOd a]most nothing of foreign affairs. Yet, When

CataStrOPhe of August, 1914, broke over their

homeland’they responded enthusiastically・ Ever∴Since

1912 there had been a rebirth of popular strikes and

demonstration§ in the big cities. Now alI that ceased.

Internal hatreds were to be vented on foreign foes. On

the day war was declared・ thousands of workers gathered

OutSide the Winter Palace in Saint Petersburg to §ing

=God Save the Czar’,, while other thousands burned the

German Embassy・ The very name of the capital city wa8

Changed from the German-SOunding Saint Petersburg to

the more Russian Petrograd. Patriotic fervor was such

that Russians even accepted a government decree b且n.

ning the §ale of vodka and outlawing drunkennessはhat

this same decree cut off much-needed government reve"

鼠ussjon請○○pS jnロrりnnjng描αCj`ロgロjns書きhe Germon8.

nus§jan soJdjers a同1e Iront, Crowded trenches and油e

everJastjng mud soon become symboIs o声he ]ong war.



nue [the §ale of vodka was a government monopoly).

none seemed to notice.

And at firs=hings seemed to go well. With the major

German armies pouring through Belgium and into France,

Russia Ioyally undertook an offensive against East Prus-

Sia' although her mobilization was not yet compIete. In

al=he Allied countries men looked hopefully on the

Russian “steamroIIer,” which, though cranky and ilト

equipped・ WOuld surely drown the Germans through

Weight of manpower alone. Two Russian armies ad_

VanCed agains=ittle opposition into East Prussia.

But behind the faqade of power existed a vacuum of

leader§hip’an unbeIievable ]ack of equipment, and cor-

ruption which reached all the way to the High Command

itself・ Grand Duke Nicholas, SeCOnd cousin to the Czar

and over-aII commander of Russia‘s armies’knew nothing

Of modern warfare; his generals knew le§S. War Mini§ter

Vladimir Sukhomlinov, Who boasted that he had not read

a military manual in twenty-five years and placed his

trust in bayonet and cavalry charge§, WaS SuSPeCted of

being in German pay. Thou§ands of Russian soIdier§ had

no rifles: they were expected to rush forward empty-

handed, Picking up the rifles of their fallen comrade§.

Nearly half the troops had no shoes. ArtilIery, tradition-

ally a Russian specialty, WaS almo8t nOneXistent, aS Were

munitions. There wa§ a great Shortage of field teIephones'

and as most commander§ COuld not figure out the army

COdes anyhow' meSSageS Were broadca3t in cIear on radio.

The German army in East Prussia, under the Ieader-

§hip of the brilliant and energetic General Eric Luden-

dorff and the firm言f pIacid General Von Hindenburg,

PrePared a trap for the Ru§Sian armies and then closed

Cz〔-r Njch0I`-S申出I-・Om r」g聞く冊)0…S W幽油e o油er

A岨ed oIfjcers jn吊s new I`OIe as Supreme Gommander.

it with devastatillg effect. A=¥llmCnbcl‘g in East Pl‘uSSia,

two Russian al‘mies wel`e amihilaled in one of the great-

est milital`y debacles in hisIory. Yet' becausc the Russian

advance had drawn of=wo Gel‘maIl army COl‘PS from the

Western Front, it had llOt been in vain. The Battle o=hc

Mam8, Which saved Fl`aIICe, may WCll have been woIl

by the Russian disaster in East PI‘uSSia.

Agains=he armies of Austria・ the Russians did bet[er,

advancing far il-tO Austrian territory. But as soon as the

Western Fl`Ont Stabilized iIltO its grim trench・Warfare,

and German divisio11S and genel‘als could be shifted east,

disaster overwhelmed the Russians there also. After the

first months of the war, de§Pite occasional victories’the

fighting became one long' agOnizing rctreat. A new War

Minister. Polivanov, eXPlained his strategy: =I place my

faith in the impel-etrable spaces言mpassable mud- and

the mercy of Saint Nicholas Mirlikisky・ Protector of Holy

Ru§Sia." His strategy was insu鯖icient.



The poorly equjpped Russjan ar刷eI‘y gOeS加o actfon.

A sta〃 meetjng a=he Russjan Headquarters jn I916.

Russjan armjes jn the west had retreated two hundred

mjIe8 jn on]y three months beiore the German attac七.
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By armies of hundl`eds of thousands, the i11-al‘med al-d

ilトtrained peasants wel`e POured into the hoIocaust. Soon

morale began to waver and then break' Despite floggings

and firing §quads, retreatS turned into routs and deser-

tion became epidemic. The Russian peasanトSOldier was

breaking beneath an insupportable load・ Sir Bernard

Pares, in Russia with the Red Cross, reCOrded: “I saw a

I`egimen=ose thl`ee quarterS Of its men in a few hours.

I was present at another action where.‥eVery battalion

in the front line was reduced from one thousand to a

figure between ninety and one hundred. I saw an English

surgeon’With onc ullqua闘ed Russian assistant, deal with

three or four hundred cases at a firsトaid station…he

had hardly any anaesthetic・”

As military catastrophe deepened, the Duma liberals

and the aristocl.aCy, SCenting revolution in the air, greW

frantic・ They bombarded the Czar with demands that the

war e鯖ort be placed in more competent hands. In answer,

Nicholas assumed the Supreme Command himself and
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CO萱ltinll証to fo11ow tht?∴a(lvicc o川is deranged wife and

her m。n10r, Raspuしill. “’I“his mllSt bc youl`　War,’’ the

Czal`ina wl'OtC tO Nicholas, “and your peaco.‥and not

by any means the Duma’s….Bring your fist down on the

table. Don’t yield. Be thc boss. Obey your fillm little wife

and Our Fl`io11d [RasI"ltin上.pcople wan=o feel your

hand.…Rus§ia loves to feel the whip. That is their

11ature.’’

But as RussiaIl al‘mics mel[ed away a=he front and

lhe big citic§ became agaill tho scone of strikes, PrOteStS

and demonstrations, a∴Small gl`OuP Of frightened aristo-

CratS determinedしO SaVC the situation by murdering Ras-

Putin, thc “cvil gonius” of thc monarchy. Their plan

(which Trotsky called “a movillg-Picture scenario de-

Signed for peopIc of bad taste’’) bore fruit on December

29, 1916. On that cvening, Prince Felix Yussupov enter-

tained Rasputin at a private party. He fed him potassium

Cyanide. In anothcr∴rOOm, Yu§SuPOV’s co-COnSPirators

kept up their courage by playing an ancient record of

“Yanl(ee Doodle” over and over again. When the cyanide

had no appaI‘ent e鯖ect on the gigantic monk, Yussupov

Pulled out a pistol and shot him-then shot him again,

and then again, his hysteria mounting as the monk re-

fused to die. Finally言heir victim probably (but not cer-

tainly) dead, the conspiratoI‘S Carried his body in a car

borrowed from Grand Duke Dmitri to the Neva River

and shoved it under the ice. They had, they thought,

SaVed Russia and averted revoIution. But Rasputin him-

Self had long ago predicted tha=he monarchy would not

outlive him.



T

he misery broughl by war l・eaChed new heights in

February, 1917, When bread l`ationil教g PrOduced

long lines of hungry hollSCWivcs on the freezing

StreetS Of Petrograd. The iI・Ony Of thc fac=hat

March　8　was to be celebrated as International

Women’s Day was no=ost on these endless and anxious

queues. On March 8, the women workers in Petrograd’s

textile factories went out on strike, joined by the men

O重the huge PutiloJ metal works. They formed proces-

Sions and marched through the streets beneath banners

Which proclaimed “Down With The Autocracy !’’Despite

POlice cordons, ninety-thousand marchers reached the

Nevsky Prospect, Petrograd’s Fifth Avenue. Before the

Duma building they shouted for bread-a hopeless re-

quest. On March 9 the number of demonstrators doubled.

And to the disbelief of both the crowds and the city

o鯖icials, the Cossacks refused to fo11ow orders to dis-

PerSe the mobs. The crowds were immensely heartened

by the fact, and by rumors which now §WeP=hrough

the city,

Propagonda bejng djstrjbuted jn Moscow du血g the earJy

days of the Febrりary uprjsjng, the fjrst I9ま7 revo庇jon.



A policeman had struck a woman with his club, and,

it was said, a nearby Cossack had cut the hated Pharaoh

down with his saber ! Twenty-five hundred strikers from

the Erikson plants ran into a Cos§aCk squadron on

Sampsonievsky Prospect and the Cossacks let them

through! Kayurov, a Bol§hevik worker, Said; “Some of

them 【the Cossacks] smiled, and one of them gave the

WOrkers a good wink!” Evidently, the Cossacks, those

ancient subduers of the people, Were aS Sick of war and

famine and repression as everyone else. The night of

March 9 was one of hope for the workers. On the fol-

lowing day no less than 240,000 people thronged the

§treetS Of Petrograd. The police opened fire on them and

Were Cut down by volleys from Cossack rifles. When a

group of workers to which Kayurov was attached was

attacked by police, he ran to a nearby Cossack squadron.

“Brothers-Cossacks, help the workers in a struggIe for

their peaceable demands: yOu See how the Pharaohs

treat us hungry w,Orkers. Help u§!’’The Cossacks ex-

Changed glances and then charged down upon the police.

On March lO the police retired from the Petrograd

StreetS and went into hiding.

On that same day, General Khabalov, Military Gov-

emor of Petrograd, Called out the elite guard regiments.

Towards the§e SOldier§ the crowds were more cautious.

Women workers were sent to harangue the lines of

9ullen-faced troops at the barricades. The§e §Oldiers were

not the professionals of peacetime: they were draftees,

PeaSantS and workers themselves. Only fear of the pun-

ishment they could expect if the revolution faiIed held

them uneasily aloof from the mobs.

By the morning of March ll, POlice stations through-

Out Petrograd were in the hands of workers, along with

many I)Olice weapons and much ammunition. A three-

day general strike had been proclaimed by a hastily con-

Vened meeting of Menshevik, BoIshevik and Social Revo-

lutionary leaders, tO Whom the entire uprising had come

a§ a Stunning surprise. And, On March n, the troops had

Orders to open fire on the mobs. Some obeyed. Sixty

WOrkers were shot down by men of the Pavlovsky Regi-

ment. But this incident only aroused angry arguments and

fist-fights among the soldiers themselves. That night, in

barrack§ after barracks, the talk waxed hot, The people

Were making a revolution, To shoot the people meant

Shooting brothers, Sisters, Wives. By dawn of March 12,

the regiments had decided: the Moscow, the Volynsk, the

Litovski, and the Preobrazhensky Regiments shot or im-

Prisoned their officers and came over to the revolution.

With bands playing La Marse」批jse, the soldiers marched

through Petrograd, led now by armored cars carrying

giant red banners. All Petrograd was in the hands of the

revolutionists.

It was so easy, SO Painfully easy, that many could not

believe it. Certainly Nicholas, at his headquarters at the

front, did not believe it" When Khabalov telegraphed him

for reinforcements on March lO. the Czar replied: “I order

that the disorders in the capital be stopped tomorrow.’’

(``I wish it, therefore it mu§t be.’’) But on March 12,

Khabalov was forced to report: ``I have at my di8POSal

. ‥four 。OmPanies of the Guard, five squadrons of Cos-



A group of revo厨om一ry SOjdjers f面ng at one o仕丁e

Cz`而poJjce (一mbushes jn St・ Petersburg’Feb川ar‘y・ 1917・

sack cavalry, and two battel`ies…the rest of the troops

have gone over to the rcvolutiol-ists.” Later, PuZZling over

the rapid evaporation of Czal・ist power' Khabalov mused

about how he had sen=‘egiments forth to crush the

revolution. =The regiment starts. ‥under a brave officer'

but… thel`e are nO reSults.’一How could thcre be “results’’

when the regiments were composed of draftees, Of the

very peasants and workers who were supposed to be

crushed?

On March 13, Nicholas, a=ast alarmed, Set Out in his

A workeI.S’porade where dwclrfs m。Squerade 。S加spu血

申g吊) [′nd the庇ted mjnjster of the jnterjor ProtoI)OPOV.

Private train to rejoin his family in Tsarskoe Selo, Ouト

Side Petrograd. Bu=he railway workers kept stopping

and re-rOuting the train on an endless and aimless jour-

ney all over the countryside. As Trotsky later observed:

白With its simple railroad pawns’the revolution had cried

‘check’to the king!”

Meanwhile言n Petrograd, all eyes and hopes were

fixed on the Tauride Palace. There sat the remnants of

the old Duma shaking in their boots and, in another

Wing of the same building, the new Petrograd Soviet in



NjchoJas JJ jn protectjve custody after hjs abdjcatjon.

Which the leaders of all par=es of the left, inc]uding both

Mensheviks and BoIshcviks. joincd to establish the new

State・ N. N. Sukhanov, a Men§hcvik, described an early

meeting o=he Sovict: “Standing on stooIs, their rifles

in their hands, agitated and sluttering, Straining all their

I,OWerS tO give a concentrated flCCOunt Of thc messages

that had been given lo thcm…One after another the

SOldiers’depulies Iold of what was happening in their

COmPanics….The audience listened as children listen to

a wonderful, enthralling fairy ta!c they knOW by heart...

‘we had a meeting…We refuse to serve again§t the peo・

Ple any more, We‘re going to join with our brother work-

ers…We WOuld lay down our lives for that!’…StOrmS Of

applause….’’

Delegates were sent to Pskov, Where the Czar’s train

had finally come to rest, tO demand his abdication. When

a Czarist general took a telephone poll of commanders

On the German front, he found that all but one were in

mortal fear of their own troops-and they could promise

no support for the autocracy. On the night of March 15,

Nicholas II signed the document of abdication: ‘’We have

thought it good to abdicate from the throne of the Rus-

Sian State, and to lay down the supreme power….May

the Lord God help Russia!” Later, rejoined to his family

at Tsarskoe Se】o, under “protective custody,’’Nicholas

COmmented wearily: “There is no justice among men.’’

But generations of untoId millions of Russian peasants

and workers would not have agreed with him. For the

first time since Ivan the Terrible assumed the crown in

1547, there was no Czar in Russia.



THE LONG HOT SUMMER

l

he basic fact of Rus§ian government in the months

following the revoIution, WaS the `.dual power.’’

Theoretically, the old Duma, dominated by con-

SeI'Vative and liberal middIe-Class parties, held the

POWer. But the new Petrograd Soviet and it§ all-

POWerful Executive Committee, COmPOSed of Socialist

Parties ranging from conservative・minded Mensheviks

to implacable BoIsheviks, With the masses of people and

the regiments at its「 COmmand, held the reaJ power. The

Soviet, feeling it was not yet capable of ruling and

dominated by men who believed that a capitalist, middle-

Class revolution had to be carried out before any Socialist

revolution could succeed, needed the Duma and the

experienced politicians of the conservative parties. But

On the other hand, the Duma’s power rested entirely on

the continuing support of the Soviet.

Several knotty problems arose immediateIy, the most

important of which was the question of war and peace.

The Duma and the Soviet both feIt the need of continued

Allied support for the “legitimacy’’of their rule. There-



fore they were bound to carry on the war, fu脆11ing Ru§-

sian obligations under the old Czarist treaties of alliance.

But the people, and especially the §Oldiers, desperately

wanted peace-at any PI‘ice. There was al§O the question

of land reform. If the new Soviet and the Duma did not

immediately begin to parcel out the great e§tateS Of the

aristocracy amongst the poorest pea§antS, there were

Signs that the peasants would seize the land anyhow.

City worker§ demanded an eight-hour day, a raise in pay

and the dispropriation of the largest factory owners.

A11-PeaSantS, WOrkers. soldiers-demanded a Constitu-

Aprj∫ 16, 1917. A pafn血g o圧enjn greetjng wejcomjng

crowds at the Fjn」and Statjon. Behfnd hjm stands the

ijgure of StaJjn-thjs was a ]ater, unhjstorjc additjon.

ent Assembly to draw up a constitution for the new

Russian State.

A Soviet dependent on the continuing GOOPeration of

the conservative Duma could meet none of the§e de-

mands, Instead it temporized and postponed action, Land

reform, the workers’demands-a]1 were held in abeyance

behind big words. The war GOntinued and a Constituent

Assembly wa§ Put O鯖to the fall. The masses of people

were far to the left of the Soviet, and the subsequent

StOrmy history of the summer of 1917 wa§ but a re皿ection

Of the increasing pressure of the people upon their rep-

re9entatives to take immediate revolutiomry action.

Meanwhile the BoIshevik exiles言ncluding Lenln in

Switzerland and Trotsky in the United State§, Were try-

ing desperately to retum to their homeland. Trotsky,

held up by the British who feared his radicalism would

further di§ruPt the vital Russian war effort, WaS finally

Permitted to retum on the insistence of the new Soviet

regime. Lenin, On the other hand, WaS PurPOSely allowed

to pass through Germany in a sealed train, because the

German General Sta鱒hoped he would contribute to Rus-

§ian disruption. By now Lenin had become an a11 but

legendary figure to Russian revolutionists, and especially

to his own BoIsheviks. The fact that he, almost alone

among Socialist leaders, had steadfastly denounced the

War from the beginning, that his writings illuminated and

developed the unfinished theses of Marx, that he had

Sel冊e§S]y devoted his life to the single end of a BoIshevik

triumph-all this lent him tremendous∴Stature in Rus-

8ian eyes.



Stree=jgh血g mar鳥ed the summer uprjsings of 1917.

On Apri1 16, 1917, Lenin arrived at Petrograd●s Finland

Station. The Bol§heviks had prepared a huge welcome.

Thousands jammed the street§ leading to the §tation'

huge banners carried BoIshevik slogans’armOred cars

equipped with §earChlights played their beams again§t

the night sky; an honor guard of revolutionary workers

and soldiers lined the boulevards, Sukhanov has de・

scribed Lenin as waiting impatiently through a speech by

the Menshevik Pre§ident of the Petrograd Soviet, Nicho-

las Chkeidze, “looking as if al=his…did not concern

him in the least; he glanced from one side to the other;

looked over the surrounding public. and even examined

the ceiling.’’When Chkeidze finished, Lenin spoke. ``Dear

COmrades, SOldiers, Sailors and workers. I am happy to

greet in you the victorious Rus§ian revolution, tO greet

you as the advance guard of the international proletarian



army… ∴rhe war of imperialist brigandage is the begin-

ning of civiI war in Europe.…The hour is not far when…

the people will tum their arm§ against their capitalist ex-

PIoiters….Long live the International Socia重Revolution!,,

‘`Suddenly,’’Sukhanov related. “before the eyes of all

Of us, COmPleteIy swallowed up by the routine drudgery

Of the revolution, there was pre§ented a bright, bIinding,

exotic light.一’The light became clearer when Lenin ha-

rangued his party comrades ]ater at a private meeting.

“We don’t need any parliamentary republic,’’he thun-

dered; `一we don,t need any bourgeois demoGraCy. We

don’t need any govemment except the Soviet of Work・

ers’, SoIdiers’, and Peasants’Deputies!’’From that mo-

ment, the BoIshevik Party dedicated itseIf to forcing a11

State POWer OntO the Soviet and seizing contI'Ol of the

Soviet itself.

The figuI‘e behind which the Mensheviks and conserv-

ative Socialists of the Soviet gathered in these days was

AIexander Kerensky, a brilliant but wordy and weak-

Willed lawyer who was the onIy Socialist in the

Provisional Govemment seIected from the Duma. An

ambitious man, Kerensky was given to compromise, Plot-

ting and hy§terics. Sukhanov relates how one day, When

Shots were heard outside the Tauride Palace, “Kerensky

rushed to the window言eaped on the si]l, and §ticking his

head out shouted in a hoarse, broken voice: ‘Stations

everyone! Defend the Duma! Listen to me-I, Kerensky,

am speaking to you‥,.’It was clear that the shots were

accidental….’Everything’s all right,’I said in a low voice

…Kerensky broke into a rage and began bellowing…

‘I demand-that evcryonc-do his duty-and not interferc

-When I-gi`′e Order§ !‥’

In April’following a public promi§e by the Provisional

Governmen=ha=t would abide by the Czal`ist treaties

flnd cal`l`y On ‘he war’ma§SeS Of people demonstrated

through the streets of Petrograd. A witness of this event

wl`Ote:いAbout a hundred al`med men marched in front;

after them solid phalanxes of unal‘mCd men and women,

a thousand strong… Songs…Their faces amazed me. All

those thousands had but one face, the §tunned ecstatic

face of the early Christian monk§. Implacable, PitiIess …’’

’rhe demonstrations forced the Soviet to take more power

in the Provisional Government, and to disavow certain

agreements with the Allies.

In June, the Socialist parties held rival demonstrations

in Mars Field, in Petrograd. To the horror of the Menshe・

viks and conservative Socialists, BoIshevik slogans, ban-

ner§ and phalanxes compIetely dominated the gathering.

It was in June, also, that Kerensky and the Provisiona】

Government launched a new o鯖en§ive against the Ger-

mans. under pressuI‘e from the Allies, they felt they had

no choice. By July 16, the Rus§ian Armie§ had predictably

COmPletely broken down and were again in headlong

retreat.

The disasters of the July o鯖ensive, COmbined with con-

tinuing procrastination over reforms on the home front’

PrOduced a §POntaneOuS attemPt by the Petrograd work-

ers to seize power from the Duma and from a Soviet they

felt had betrayed them. But they acted without effective

leadership (the BoIshevil(S Were against the uprising) and



’’Worker Jvanov’’-Lenjn djsgujsed ior escape to別れjand.

Å meetjng o声he ProvjsjonaI Govemment in AprjJ,ま9I7.

sul.[cl`trd il bloody dcf的一‘l川1C hands of regimenls loyal

to thc Provisional Govcrnmc】1t. Seizing on the occasion,

Kerensky and山c Sovie=oincd Duma leaders in accusing

Lenin and thc BoIshoviks of having brought on thc up-

l'ising as pal`t Of a Gel`mal- PIo=o ruin the Russian war

cffoI`t. FoI‘gCd papcrs wcl・e Circulaled which tried to

provc thal Lenin, TroIsky and other BoIshevik leaders

wel`e agCntS Of Imperial Gcl`many・ Whilc Lenin escaped

to Finland, Trotsky and other BoIsheviks were impris-

oned in the old Peter and Paul Czarist fol・treSS ill Petl‘O-

grad. Mol‘eOVer’mOSt Russians seemed willing to believe

the charges against the BoIsheviks. By the end of Ju書y'

1917言t appeared tha=hc new Russian government, With

Kerensky as Prime Ministel‘, WaS firmly in controI of the

country and tha=he BoIsheviks had at last been effec・

tively eliminated・



THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

寡f there were any lesson to be learned from obseI.Va-

tion of events in Russia it was that appearances were

Often deceiving. Nor was the govemment threatened

Only from the left. For now the rightist reactionaries

Were also pI'ePared to strike their blow. Hero and

leader of the re-emboldened rightist§ WaS Lavr Georgie・

Vich Komilov’§On Of a Siberian Cossack’SOmetime Army

COmmander oIl the Austrian front and now Kerensky’s

Commander-in-Chief of all Russian armies. The liberal

POlitician and historian Paul Milyukov described Komi-

lov as a ``short’StumPy but strong figure of a man with

Kalmuck features … darting §harp piercing glances from

his small black eyes in which there was a vicious g量int.・・

While Kerensky hoped to use Komilov to dest富Oy the

Petrograd Soviet・ KorniIov hoped not only to destroy the

Soviet but aIso Kerensky and all the other hated appara-

tus of parliamentary govemment. And as the two men

laid their pIots, Socialists of all parties grew alarmed at

the prospect of a Czarist restoration. The Petrograd

Soviet secretly organized a military committee for the Alexclnder Kerensky, h8ad o声he ProvjsjomI Govemment.



Generd Lavr KomjJov, Jeader of the reac‡jonary /orces.

defense of the revolution which included many BoIshe-

Viks, Who had recovered their prestige from the July

days. Volunteer Red Guard companies and battalion8

Were armed by the Soviet from government arsenals.

Early in September, Kornilov made his move. Several

divisions of “trustworthy当roops, Which had been pulled

away from the front, Were OI.dered to march on Petro-

grad・ The workers prepared to defend themselve3. But

as Kornilov’s divisions advanced they were met by agi・

tators sent out by the Soviet. ``Almost everywhere,” re-

POrted one of KoI‘nilov’s generals sadly, “We SaW One

and the same picture. On the track8 0r in the [railway]

息rS, Or in the saddles of their black or bay horses・‥

lragoon§ WOuld be sitting or standing’and in the midst

肩them some lively personality in a soldier’s long coat.’’

That lively personality was the revolution,s secret

veapon-a man able to explain to the troops just what

tornilov intended them to do, What it would mean to

hem to crush the revolution. Like magic, Komilov’s

oldiers simply melted away before Petrograd’While in

oscow and Kiev gigantic demonstrations were held

gainst him. Kornilov,s generals were arrested by their

wn men, SOme Were hanged' SOme Shot' and §Ome Were

ade prisoner, like Kornilov himself・

The Kornilov revolt gave powerful impetus to BoIshe-

'ism throughout Russia. It was apparent that Kerensky

Lad been intriguing with the general. Now all the Bol-

hevik predictions and maledictions seemed to be coming

rue. Trotsky and other BoIshevik leaders were released

rom pri§On, although Lenin continued in his Finnish

証le, By the end of September the BoIsheviks had won

ajorities in elections to the Executive Committees of the

oscow, Kiev and Petrograd Soviets. The BoIshevik

logan had been "All Power to the Soviets!" Now they

′ere the Soviets. Only Kerensky and his ghostly Duma.

upported government stood between them and ab§Olute

音OWe重.

On September 25, Lenin, Writing from Finland, urged

he BoIsheviks to carry out an armed insurrection・ He

)Ointed out that peasants throughout Russia were burn-

ng manor-houses, Seizing the land and killing any un-

Ortunate landlords who fell into their hands; that city



WOrkers were皿ocking to the BoIshevik brmers; that

瓜e Army had shown it would back the Bol8hevik pro-

gram once it was explained to them.

Trotsky. the energetic皿an-On-the-SPOt, WaS Placed in

Charge of preparations and given ove章一all command of

the insurrection. He worked with demonic energy to arm

the workers’Red Guard, laying precise and care血I plans.

On October 23, Lenin returned secretly from Finland

disguised in a wig' On November 4, the Petrograd Soviet

held large me色tings of wo富kers within血eir respective

factories. at which Bol§hevik orators hamngued them.

On November 5. Keren8ky, nOW tho富Oughly alarmed, de-

Clared that an emergency existed and placed Petrograd

unde富martial law. But most people in Petrograd no Ionger

Paid any attention to Kerensky o富hi8 gOVemment.血-

Stead they皿ocked for orders to BoIshevik headquarters

at the SmoIny Institute. American富ePOrter John Reed

WaS there to see. ‘`The long, Vaulted corridor8,航by mre

electric lights, Were thronged with hurrying shapes of

8Oldiers and workmen, SOme bent undeI' the weight of

huge bundles of newspapers, PrOclamations, Printed

PrOPaganda of all sort§・ The sound of their heavy boots

made a deep and inces§ant thunder on the wooden皿oor.,一

Beneath that thunder, the old Russia was di§aPPearing

fo重eve重.

On the night of November 6, the Bo18hevik8 8truCk.

Police stations, r種ilway station8, COmmunications cen-

ters, gOVemment O蹴ces, banks, factories and bu8ine83eS

Were taken over or placed under gua富d by worker8’

militia. On the morning of November 7 all Petrograd, Wi血



帖o cxccI〕一ion of the Winter Palace in which some mem-

bcl'S Of the dcfunct Kerensky regime were holed up, WaS

in BoIshcvik hands. Kercnsky himself had escaped, dis-

guised bellCath a woman's §hawl in anAmerican Embassy

caI`. ’「hc Win(Cl・ Palace ¥¥一aS SurrOunded by EoIshevik

iroops and defendcd only by raw cadets and a women’s

voIulllcc〇・ ba=alion. At 9 p.M. the BoIshevik crew of the

cruisel‘ A冊or(らanChorcd in the Neva opposite the Palace,

opened fiI`e; SO did BoIshevik gunners in the nearby for-

tress of Peter and Paul. By 2 A'M. On the morning of

November 8言t was over. The Kerensky government was

in pl‘ison or hiding, the BoIsheviks were triumphant, and

Trotsky /Ie杓and Lenjn harangue砧e Petrogmd workers.

almost no blood had been shed.

Shortly after the fall of the Winter Palace: Lenin ap・

Peared in public for the first time sinGe his escape to

Finland to address a riotous meeting of the AlトRussian

Gongress of Soviets. Some Menshevik delegates waIked

Out. But most stayed to cheer. John Reed reported: ``Now

Lenin’grlPPlng the edge of the reading stand, let little

Winking eyes travel over the crowd as he stood there

WaitiIlg, aPParently oblivious to the long-rOlling ovation.

・ ・.When it finished he said simply, `We shall now proceed

to construct the socialist order,’Again that overwheIming

hllman富Oa富.,,



l

he Bol§hevik victory was not everywhere as blood-

less as it had been in Pelrograd. There was bitter

fighting in Moscow and in Kiev' Ukrainian sep-

aratists seized the occasion to set up a separate

Ukrainian government. Similar separatist groups

Seizcd powcr in cel▼tai11 areaS Of Siberia and the Cau-

CaSuS. Kerensky had ned to the fron=o raise regiment§

租gainst BoIshcvik Petrograd, but Trotsky fo1lowed him

and found, tO his relief, that Ke冒enSky’s appeals had

failed.

The first order of business for the BoIshevik govern-

ment was the inescapable necessity of concluding a

SPeedy peace with Germany. On December 3, 1917, a

Soviet delegation arrived at the city of Brest-Litovsk to

OPen negO(iations with representatives of the German

General Sta鯖. The Germans, faced with the arrival of a

nood of AmeI`ican divisions on the Western Front, Were

now almost as eager as the Russians for peace in the

East. But Trotsky (in charge of the negotiations) sti11

hoped for Allied support of the new government and de-



layed the negotiations until the German§ Simply began

to advance again. On March 3, 1918, Russia left the war.

By the infamous tI‘eaty Of BresトLitovsk she lost one・third

Of her population and one-quarter Of her territory to

Germany.

The collapse of Russia was a disaster to the AIlied

CauSe. AIIied c。mmanders worried about the huge sup-

Plie§ Of guns and munitions stockpiled at Archangel and

Vladivostok言here seemed nothing to prevent the Ger-

mans from simply seizing them. And, mOre importantly,

FebrⅡary,的i8. The軸ssjαn deIegatjon Jed by Troきsky

(Center) js greeted by the Germans atBrest-Lftovsk.

Allied governments and ruling circles viewed the BoIshe-

Viks with horror and fear. England, France and Japan

determined to intervene in Russia with men and supplies.

The United States, although determined not to intervene,

WaS dragged into various expeditions through a com-

bination of poor intelligence and Allied swindling. Thus

American troops accompanied the British on a comic-

OPera intervention at Archangel which ended inglori-

Ou§ly, and joined the Japanese at Vladivostok (more to

keep them from seizing Siberia than to put down the
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Food shortages became ocute jn 1918. Detachments weJ'e

Sent jnto the countrysjde to scour for suppJjes (top),

and soup k克chens for chj刷eII Were Set uP jn Petrograd.

But w“面me sturv面uo]l COntfnued t。 C届m mロny vjctjms.



Red Army generロIs K(lJjnjn and Budemy muster forces.

A批ed o耕cers gather w品the Japanese at VJadjvostok

IoJ]owjng thejr j∬-advjsed jnterven扉on at ArchangeI・

臼o18hevik3).

Behind the hopes entertained for Allied interⅤention,

was the growing chaos in Russia and the opening of civil

war. Various Rus§ian generals of the old reg血e were

Organizing followers in di鮮erent sections of the country.

GeneI.al Denikin in the Ukraine, AdmiI'al KoIchak and

General KoI.nilov in Siberia, General Kaledin, leade富O重

the Don Co8saCks-a11 now raised the barmer of rebel-

1ion. and all received support in varying degree fI‘Om

Allied forces in Rus§ia.

Another element o重chao8 WaS the Gzech Legion, a Well-

aI'med, We11-t重ained body of men who had deserted from

the Austrian army and been foI.med in Ru§Sia to丘ght

their way back to what they hoped would be an inde・

pendent Czech nation. These men marched, fought and

looted their way across Siberia, Seizing most o章the Trans-

Siberian Railroad in the proce8S, tOWards Vladivostok

Where Amed ships waited to carry them to the WesteI.n
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FI‘OnしBul on lhci霊、 hcl‘Oic joul‘ney they joined forces wilh

val`ious Ifussia重l l`Cbels to l‘igh=hc BoIsheviks. II wa§ the

approach o=hc Czech Legiol一一hat brought abou=he

death o=he former Royal Family. Nicholas, Alix and

theil` Children wcI‘C bcing hcld in thc town of Ekaterin-

burg in ‘he Ural mountains・ Local BoIshevik authorities-

feal・ing the oncoming Czechs would frec Nichola§, Who

would then bccomc lhe ccnter of anli-BoIshevik resist-

ance, Shot and bayonetcd thc entire family on July 16,

1918. The murderers were later executed by Lenin’s

govemment.

The disruptioll Of the civil war also brought oppor-

tunity to various natiol-al groups who had long dreamt

of breaking out of the `一Prison of Nations.’, The Finns・

the people of the little Baltic States-Latvia・ Esthonia and

Lithuania-and the Poles a11 established their independ-

ence during 1918-1919・ Soviet armies had to cope with

civil war on a dozen fronts, Allied armies of intervention,

and national-1iberation armies in the west, Yet gradually

they won-the civil war, a=east. The BoIshevik hero of

those chaotiG year§ WaS undoubtedly Trotsky. Rushing

from fron=o front in an armored train, haranguing and

inspiring the troops' PIotting §trategy for the new Red

Armies and making deals with locaI populations’he re-

vealed himself as a brilliant military tactician as well

as politician.

But the basic reason fol` the collapse of the various

rebellions was simply that, being inspired by reactionary

leaders, they quickly lost the suppoI‘t Of the people wher-

ever they es’ab獲ished their∴regimes. Most of their men



revealed themselves as savage freebooters intent pri-

marily on rape, murder and looting. In the Ukraine言he

approach of anti-BoIshevik forces was generally heI'alded

by antiJewish pogroms and massacres. And if the rebeI

forces could win no popular support, they soon lost the

military support of the Allies. The people of the Allied

nations were utterly war-Weary after the terrible blood-

letting of the Great War, and their govemments were

SOOn forced to withdraw their troops. By 1920 the last

foreign soldiers had left Russian soil.

The Paris Peace Conference of 1919, from which Soviet

representatives were excluded, Stripped Russia of PoIand,

Latvia, Esthonia, Lithuania, Finland and parts of the

Ukraine. But Lenin and the BoIsheviks considered them-

Selves well out of it. The Red Army had grown into an

e鯖icient military machine (it almost captured Warsaw

in 1920 but was driven back by the Poles under French

leadership and with French supplies), and the Soviets

Were nOW free to deploy it against domestic enemies. One

by one, Admiral KoIchak in Siberia, General Denikin in

the Ukraine, Generals Wrangel and Kornilov were forced

back, CaPtured, killed or driven into exile. The Czechs

were sent home.

Something of the horror, tragedy and chaos of the civil

War WaS Observed by Russian writer Konstantin Paus-

tovsky, aS he watched Denikin’s followers flee from

Odessa when the Red Army approached. Crowding down

to the waterfront, huge throngs struggled to board the

few boats in the harbor. `●People literally destroyed each

Other, nO=etting even those save themselves who could





Russjon refugees, Who c’re tryjng to解e from the new

Communjst state, bed down /or the njgh白n a trajn depot.

The BoIshevjk vjctory js compJete" Across the contjnent

jn VIadjvostok a parade for the new Communjst jeaders.

manage to crawl up the gangways and grab the railing

of a ship. Several arms would reach out at once to

clutch the lucky man and to hang onto him. He would

inch forward, along the gangway' dragging the other

fugitives behind him' until the gangway itself collapsed

and dropped him into the sea to drown… ・All the road§

leading to the port were jammed with people・,, Hundreds

were trampled to death in the melee・ Then the boats

pulled away’listing terribly under their human loads.

白From the city one could hear’faintly’the singing of a

stanza of the `Internationale.’”
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A QUES’1‘ION OF TACTICS

hc BoIsh(?Vik vi引ory belongcd to many people,

bしlt (〕SI)eCi:l=y to LeIlin and Trotsky. As Edmund

Wilson obscl`VCS, thcse men had fi=ed and

a〔laI)tC(l, fol、山o l‘irst limc in human history, a

thひoll(出c(ll-I)hilosophical kcy (Marxism) to a∴real

hisIo〇・ica=ock. “llh(?y ha(l made (1 rCVOlution and won a

(士vil wal`‖1OW lhcy ha〔=o bしIild a slこしlc. Bu同he creation

Of t=ICW gOVel‘IlmC時il neW CCOnOmy, a neW COnSCious-

mうSS amO】lg Russia’s almost illiterate millions-these were

I)l‘Oblcms for which there wel`e nO theoretical guides.

Somc皿ng of the. sI)irit with which the BoIsheviks ap-

PrOaChed their task was rovealed in Eln editorial in the

Pa〇・ty nCWSPaPer Pl.(IV血(Truth) which appeared just

after the October Revolution: “They wanted u§ tO take

the power alone, SO that wc alone should have to contend

with the terrible d距iculties confronting the country… ,

So be i=.‥’rhey dreamed of a dictatorship of Kornilov.

…We will give them the dictatorship of the proletariat !”

The di鯖iculties were indeed terrible. Lenin and his

foIlowers had inherited a country whose essential primi-

A vote Ior St品n, Wh"e ComI`ade MoJotov wo高s hjs turn.



TIle bO(Iy o/ Lcl血(IS 】=00kS tOd。y, Where j=jes jn the

m…b」c m〔il重SOIe刷れOI潤c(I Sq胴re jn油e Moscow Krem杭・

livcllCSS WaS nOW COmPOmldcd by ye租l・S Of wi`l・ al-d dev-

aslatioIl. Induslry wns at !l Standstill, tho transportation

SyStCm ‘‘'l‘eCked一(hc l血ional cul`ronCy WaS WOrthless

and hugo nl`CaS O=hc bcs白lgricultura=and had been

tak`)宣l O両Of production by peasants for fear that their

land would bc confiscalcd. FしIl`thermore lhe Communists,

as they now dubbcd thcmselves o肌cially’Were handi-

capped by VaSt administrativ。 inexperionce and by con・

tinuing opposition from many quarters. In their seizure

Of poWCr thcy had coopcratcd with militant elements

among thc Social Rcvolutionary Pal`ty Which represented

mi=ions of Russiall PeaSantS. But during thc months of

civil waI、, thc Social RevolしItionaries found themselves

quickly and ruthlessly drivcn from govemment. Early in

1918, Fanya Kaplan,∴l yOung SR disillusioncd by Com-

munis=actics, attemPtCd to kill Lenin, and succeeded

in lodging tWO bullets in his neck and shoulder. Lenin

recovered, but Communist vengeance was terrible. Pris-

OnS already full of monarchists and reactionaries were

now Grammed with Social RevoIutionarie§, Mensheviks

and other non-Communi§t leftists. The dreaded Che庇

(“Extraordinary Commis§ion”), Created originally as a

weapon against Czarist conspirators, Wa§ nOW loosed

against all opponents of the new regime, nO matter What

their political convictions. The Cheho soon proved itself

far more efficient and brutal than the old Czarist secret

police. Over the years it changed its name (it was to be-

come the GPU and,later, the NKVD) butneverits methods.

But while activist opponents could be murdered or

imprisoned by the Cheka, Russia’s real economic prob-

lems could not be simply decreed away. PI‘imary among

the§e WaS the complete breakdown of food production

and distribution. The revolution had given the peasants

the land they had §O Iong coveted. But now they were

told that although they occupied the land, eVerything

they grew upon it (With the exception of what they were

allowed for subsistence) had to be tumed over to the

govemment. Under these circumstances, the peasants

Simply refused to grow more food than they needed.

Punitive expeditions of Army units sent out fromMoscow

might bring terror to the countryside, but they could

PrOduce no food. Drought§, the ravage§ Of war, and the

breakdown of communications completed the agricultural

debacle. By 1921 Russia was in the grip of a desperate

famine. American food relief (administered by the Quak・

ers) could alleviate but not soIve the problem. Further-

moI‘e, With industry all but dead and the currency so

Valueless that it required lOO,000 rubles to purchase a

loaf of bread in Moscow in 1921, COmPlete economic dis-



aster sfared the new government in the face.

Lenin, always more pragmatic than doctrinaire, de-

termined on a new and bold departure from Communist

dogma to soIve these problems. In March, 1921, the Com-

munists announced the New Economic Policy (NEP)

Which established a mixed economy. Transportation,

large industry such as steel mi‖s, mines and other raw

material sources, and foreign trade were all to remain

government・OWned monopolies. But §mall businesses

Were free to operate as capitalistic free enterprises, and

the peasants were permitted to sell a large share of their

PrOduce on the open market. Under the NEP, the Rus§ian

CCOnOmy §lowly but steadily recovered. Food production

bcgan to easo the famines of 1921-1923, industry was re-

Organized and, by 1924 even surpassed its highest Czarist

levcIs of pl`Oduction.

In that samc ycar, however. the Communists su鯖el`ed

il blow from which they were not to recover for genera-

tions-thc dcath of Vladimir Lenin. Having never really

I・CCOVered from Fanya Kaplan’s bullet言n May, 1922 he

Sufrol'Od a stroke, Which was followed by another in

l)ecembcl`, 1922, and a third in March, 1923. On January

21, 1924, lhe founder of the new Russian state succumbed

to a final, fatal stroke. Of his passing, Winston Churchill

Obscrved: “He alone GOuld have found the way back to

th(! CauSCWay. …The Russian peop量e were left flounder.

il-g in thc bog. Their worst misfortune was his birth…

their ncxt worse, his death.’’He was given a tremendous

state funeral and Petrograd, the city of Peter, Wa§, aPPrO-

Priately, renamed Leningrad, the city of Lenin. Yet even

beforc his death the struggle for his power had begun.

Lenjn’s hejrs-Stcl杭, KameJleV, Tomsky, K証njn. Bu-

軸arjn, MoIotov amJ Zjnovjev喜Carry hjs funerd bjer, W刷e

hurldreds of moIIrnerS marCh aIong the Moscow street§・

繰　難　球

園
園
田
捌
捌
飼
飽
田
彊
彊
動
因



Trotsky and their followers had always under-

鵬
that the Russian revolution would spark similar revolu-

tions throughout Europe and thus bring them the vital

SuPPOrt Of advanced industrial nations such as Germany

and France. In westem Europe, however, Communist

uprisings had been put down wherever they had occurred

-eSPeCially in Hungary and Germany. By 1924 it wa§

becoming clear to the more practical Communist leaders

that a world-Wide or cven continenトwide revolution was

not going to take pIace. Furthermore, the administrator§

and functionaries of the-Party were by nature, aPtitude

and necessity much more concerned abou=he daiIy

PraCtical problems of ruling their own country than about

the fortunes of the struggling Chinese or Spanish Com-

munist Parties. Although they were not theorists, the

Communist =practicals,, developed a theory of =building



Socialism in one coしmtry.’’This concept was bIasphemy

to those Communis=e∂ders like Trotsky, Who had made

the revolution. But in the years between 1917 and 1924

the “practicals’’had gained tremendous power both in the

State and in the Party」n the manner of all bureaucI‘aCies.

One of the most practical of the “practicals” was Joseph

Vissal.ionovich Dzhugashvili, a Short, POWerfully-built

man who came from Russian Georgia and spoke Russian

With the accent of his primitive and but recently-Rus-

Sianized mountaineer forcbears. Born in 1879, Dzhu-

gashvili, the son of a smalI-tOWn CObbIer, Studied for the

Russian Orthodox priesthood as a young man. But his

SuPeriors a=he seminary in Tiflis, discovering he studied

Plekhanov’s translation of Marx w章th more relish than the

lives o重the saints, had him expelled. In 1899 he joiried the

BoIsheviks and, after meeting Lenin in Switzerland, WaS

assigned to very practical work indeed-the wheedling

and stealing of money to finance PaI.ty aCtivities,

Young Dzhugashvili showed great aptitude as a bandit,

and also as a double agent. Fo冒yearS.he served the

Czarist secret police as an informer, all the while carry-

ing on his Party work. He was arrested seven times be-

fore 1913, and in tha亡year was sent into Siberian exile.

Returning to Petrograd mder the amnesty proclaimed

by the first Revolutionary governinent in 1917, he was

appointed editor of the BoIshevik newspaper, Pravda.

During the long hot summer of BoIshevik maneuvering

for power, he could be counted on to either support the

COnSerVative view or keep his mouth shut at Party con-

ferences. He was adept at waiting.to see which way the

Party majority would go, and then proclaiming the new

POlicies as if they were his own. The truth was that

Dzhugashvili, though ruthless and intelligent, WaS nOt

an intellectual. Indeed, he was profoundly ill-at-eaSe in

that rarefied theoretical atmosphere through which Lenin

and Trotsky moved so easily. AIso, aS his early career

had indicated, he was ravenous for’personal power. Be-

cause of his foreign background, Lenin had appointed

him Commissar of Nationalities in the new government.

In 1922 he won the post of general secretary of the

Communist Party, at Which point his own ruthless prac-

ticality met and fused with the uninspired practicality

Of the vast goveming bureaucracy・ But by tha=ime he

WaS nO Ionger known as Dzhugashvili, but by his old

COnSPiratorial name Stalin, “made of steel.’’

In his struggle for power with Trotsky and the inter-

nationalist heirs of Lenin, Stalin used the concept of

SOCialism in one country as his chief weapon. The Party

bureaucracy, Which of necessity had grown up within the

She11 of Leninist intellectua=eader§hip, CraCked out of

that shell on Lenin’s death, and took controI. Trotsky and

his followers were voted down at Party Congresses, and

Trotsky himself was demoted, then exiled to Siberia and,

finalIy言n 1929 exiled from Russia. He wandered the

WOrld preaching his international Socialist revolution,

COrrectly interpreting and forecasting the deepening

Stalinist tyranny which overtook his homeland, and ter-

rifying Stalin as only an activist intellectual couJd terrify

an essentially plodding administrator. In 1940 Stalin’s

Vengeance overtook him in Mexico and he was axed to
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death by a Communist a§§aSSin.

At the Fifteenth Party Congress held in December,

1927, Stalin unveiled hi§ Plan§ for building sociali§m in

Russia: broadly encompassed within the first Five Year

Plan hi3 Plans aimed at a massive and forced collectiviza-

tion of the land. and the establishment of a powerful in-

du§trial plant. Worked out in great detail by laboring

bureaucI.atS, the Five Year Plan was the first attempt in

human history to organize precisely the economic st冒uC-

ture and future growth of a national state. It established

the basic matrix of Russian society for yea富S tO COme-

and it spelled the death of the MarxisトLeninist dream

Of world proletarian brotherhood.

One of the numerous凧ussjan churches tha書Sta宜n had

Wrec青ed to suppIy materjaJs /Or ’’useful’, constructjons.

Joseph Sta杭, djctator of Russja, Photographed jn 1928・
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冒
he several Five Year pIans which ran concur-

ently・ SOmetimes overIapping’gOt under way in

928. There were good years when production

uOtaS Were met, and there were bad years when

葛鵜this or that aspect of one of the plans feIl behind.

But all the years were forced ones as Russia under stalin

became a great forcing-house of industrialization, COト

Iectivization and centralization. Russia’Which meant the

Russian people’WaS directed to estabIish, Within a

decade or two' Qne Of the world's great industrial em-

Pires. What had been accomplished in the United States,

Germany and other capitalist nations over a period of a

Century was to be accomplished under socialism within

tWenty yeaI‘S. Thi§ gOal wa§ nOt met. But that it was even

aPPrOaChed was littIe less than miracuIous.

The first Five Year Plan (1928-1933) brought into exisト

enCe OVer One hundred entirely new industrial cities. Am-

bitious project§ SuCh as the Dniepropetrov§k dam in the

Ukraine and the volga-Don canaI were begun, Often with

the assistance of American and English engineers who

had come to Russia with the reIaxation of anti-Western The Fjve Year PJans-A Red Army soJdjer teaches two

PeaSantS jn Uzbek how to operate a ‘′modern’, tractor.
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SuSPicion undcr Lenin,s NEP. S‘ecl mills sudde-1Iy started

belching smoI(e in‘o di§lant Siberian skies; agriculluraI

】“egions sproutc〔l wi(h ‘‘tracIor sha(ions,i; miIICS and the

VaSI oil I‘eSO…・CCS O=h(} C{一uC‘lSしIS WeI`0 】・e-equipped,

their outpu- ra《ionalizcd同I一〔同10 V蛤1 machine-tOOl in-

〔ltlSI一・y il一(問聞く=)l‘O{ltl。io一一m…y lilmS OV(浩・rh(“OC-

Ond Fivc Year Plan madc som(常OnCCSSiollS tO COnSumel、

l-ow〔ls∴rhc sl一、{面s ol tow重1S …d I)I`OVjllCiaI (油(〕S and cv(m

Cerlain s。Ctio-1S Of L`mil-gl¥`(I a1置d Moscow rcccivcd their

firsI coals of aspha!しa一一d tl-Cir fil'SI Sovieトbuilt cars. Sir

Be州ard PaI‘CS Obse一・V面白I-1 1恥1 thel‘C WeI‘C hardIy any

CarS; by 1935 I foしInd thc s(l`(面s covel`Cd w油them.

NaturaIIy…a 】evelIil-g dowl- WCIll with the Ieve=ing up.

Good booIs we一、e 】、arC, bu=hc uIIShod now had mcdiocl`e

footwear.,, Mediocl`C W‘一S POl‘haps a kind word to apply

to many Soviet products・ Oflen in the hands of dogmatic

and totally inexperienced buI`CauCratic managers, the

new machinery was damaged daily by incompetent woI‘k-

men. But Russians Jlad only to compare their standard of

living during the佃rties w岨that o白he past to be∴emi-

nently satisfied.

From the beginning the Communists were painfully

aware of their desperate necd for skilled technicians and

SCientists. And their earliest and most successful eff。rtS

Went into creating a new edu。ational system’SchooIs by

the thousands were opened throughou=hc country and

Within two decades the Russian i=iteracy rate had fallen

from over 75% to Iess than 5%. What the students read

WaS anOther matter. The schooIs were fountainhcads of

Marxist doctrine and Communist propaganda alld the

Strictest controI was exercised over both teachers and

curricula. But on the higheI' educationa=evels Marxist

dogma had to give way to practical expediency. If the

Communist student devoted himself exclusively to Marx-

ist theory he would undoubtedly fail in his subject; but

if he devoted himself solely to a study of hi§ Subject he

might well be Ied away from Communist belief. The prob-

lem of producing highly skilIed technicians, One half of

Whose brains were to be devoted to the search for ab-

StraCt truth and competence in increa§ingly complicated

disciplines while the other half of their brain§ Were

SuPPOSed to wallow in fanatical adherence to outdated

doctrines, WaS One Which the Gommunists were never

to soIve.

Di鯖icult as it was to industrialize agricultural Russia,

it was infinitely more di鯖icult to socialize Russian agri-

Culture・ Stalin had determined to introduce widespread

COllectivization of farming as an essential complement

to industrialization. But in order to accomplish this it

WOuld be necessary to wage an all-Out POlitical war

against the peasant proprietors of the land. Since the

RevoIution' and especially since the NEP, the Russian

PeaSantry had steadily been deveIoping =classes,」that

is・ the shrewder or richer peasant§ had 'increased their

holdings while a larger and larger proportion of pea§antS

had become farm labore夢s. Stalin as§umed that the farm

laboring class would welcome coIIectivization as a rescue

from expIoitation by their more fortunate neighbors.

Therefore in 1928 co11ectivization was begun under the

banners of a crusade against the Kulake (the word means



i●fist”)i the l‘ich pcdSaI-1s‘ By dccl‘Ce thc Kulaks ovcmight

found themscIves s両ppcd o白hcir ha-1d言heir houses, and

Often even of thejr liberty' aS hundreds o白housaIlds were

Sl丁ippcd to 】aboll CamPS' M硝tary cxpcdilions backcd up

Moscow's directives al一(l a plagしIe OfParty l)ul`CauCratS de-

SCCndcd on the RしISSian Ia11d to cal、I`y O`lt S蘭in-s po-icy.

Bu=he city thcoreticians fouIld thcil‘ PI`Ogr種mS bi[terIy

OPPOSed by rich and poor pcasaIltS alike, Maurice

生　Hindus' Who visitcd many a Russian vi-lagc dしIring the

諒(. War∴agains=he KしIlaks・ rePOI、ted an old peasant black-

lソSmith telling him: =There was a time…When we were

just neighbors in [he v用凧ge. We quar一・CIed, We fo。Ied,

SOmetimes we ch閥led onc 。110ther・ but we were neigh-

bors. Now we∴aI`e POOl`’middle nnd Kし1IaI(S…and we are

SuPPOSed to have a class war….Wha=he Devil!”

Faced with the choice of either voluntarily entering

CO=ectiue farms' Or beiI-g C-assified as KuIaks and de-

POl`ted to sIave・labor camps in Siberia, the peasdntS

StruCk back in the only way they I(nCW. Rather than tum

OVer thelr tOOIs, houses and livcstock to the government,

they destroyed them. crops were bumed in the froIds;

more than 17'000・000 horscs were ki=ed, 30,000,000 head

Of cattle and nearly lOO'000’000 sheep and goats. Entire

Vi】Iages declared themselves autonomous and had to be

Subdued in pitched battles by Red Army units. The small-

SCale civil war which raged ovcr the Russi{‘n land during

the early thirties naturaIly prodし1Ged famine. But since it

WaS the peasants who weI`e l.eSisting the governmen=he

authorjties saw to i=ha=his time it was the peasants

Who starved, nO=he city people. Starvation became an

l16



Peosαn書S届e upれ-・egjste中o置・ WO-・七〇n coIIec書jve Iα重・ms.

eifective weapon against the peasant§-SO effective that

e§timates of peasant deaths brought on by famine, eXeCu-

tion and deportation from 1929 to 1933 range from eight

to ten miIlion! In the end, Of course, the state won. The

PeaSantS Went into the co11ective farms and were organ-

ized into.‘brigades= to mow, reaP, SOW and harvest. The

government bought (at prices far below market value) all

the production of the col】ective' eXCePt What was needed

by the coIlective’§ members for their/OWn COnSumPtion.

Sir John Maynard, the English agricu】turaI expert, e§ti・

mated that in 1936 the average peasant’s earnings were

Still less than they had been before the Revolution.But on

the other hand, the cultivated area had increased by25%.

In embarking on his Five Year Plans, Stalin had deter-

mined to impose socialism on a country unprepared for

it・ aCCOrding to Socia量is=heory itself・ His success in

Creating a tremendous industrial compIex and collec-

tivizing the land would seem to have proved Socialist

theory wrong. But that theory had never foreseen abso-

]ute dictatorship and genocide as its paths to success.



寡f Lenin had identified himself with history, and

Trotsky history with himself, StaIin did neither.

Instead he identified himseIf with the state untiI he

became the state. And in this dictator‘s progres-

Sively deranged mind・ all who disagreed with him

became当raitors'”白wreckers'・, or =saboteur§,” to be dealt

With as dangerous enemies of the state. stalin's entire

life and career may be viewed as the deepening obses-

Sion of a paranoid personality to retain =control,,・ at ever

more desperate cost' Of his nightmarish environment.

Whoever threatened him-inteIlectuals' artists, PO】itical

OPPOnentS’ine胱cient managers who botched production,

foreign governments, doctors’PeaSantS-alI were marked

for evenmal liquidation. But StaIin was aIso shrewd. Not

for him the stupid・ OPen-handed repression of the Czars

Which had only succeeded in uniting the masses against

the state. His =controI’・, his personaI vengeances and his

nation-Wide repressions were all to be artfully contrived

to djvjde possible opposition, Were tO be masked behind

PrOgreSSive slogans’Patriotic fanfares and sober Marxist

」

諒欝露葦諾罷業韓嘉



incantations,

The BoIsheviks, On the crest of enthusiasm with which

they had overthrown the old poIitical order' had sought

aIso to decree a new interper§Onal order into Russian

life・ Religion' Viewed by Marxists as one of their most

dangerous enemies’had been all but stamped out. Con-

VentS and monasteries were emptied, the churches and

CathedraIs were turned into mu§eumS, and an anti-

religious propaganda barrage・ aimed especialIy at the

young’WaS effectiveIy launched. Marriage, §een aS Simply

another “bourgeois,, institution, Wa§ aIso derided. Free

love, temPOrary alliances and easy divorce had been the

Order of the day before Stalin's take-OVer. Progressive

theories of education (especia】ly those of the American

philosophcr John Dcwcy) had bcen eagerly tried・ Avanト

garde cxpol`iments in lhc arts had been encouraged・

Poets such as Mayakovsky, BIok and Pasternak, muSi-

cians such as the young Prokonev and Shostakovitch,

had been applauded and had produced some §trikingly

original work. Bul a1=his changed after 1929・ To Stalin’s

puritanical background expcrimcnts in sex-relationships'

education, and the ar(s werc “degenerate.’一Besides, he

did not undeI.Stand lhem; thereforc they were dangerous.

In the schooIs rigid discipline was reintroduced after

1934言n the law courls it was made all but impossible to

Obtain a divorce; ar=sts who could not produce in the

new style of `●Socialist Realism’’[a banaI, Photographic

fidelity to reality, Choosing fol` tOPics either Stalin him-

Vyc吊nsj〔y’s sl)Oed-　jus叫yjng the purge　血oIs of the
“T一・OtSky宜es’’js 】・eu(J "JoII(I jn every Ru§Sjcln /actoJ‘y.



Self, Or =heroic" scenes of workers or peasants happily

OVer-fulfilling production norms) were suppressed. In

1930 the poet Mayakovsky committed suicide, and with

his death a profound silence settled over Soviet literature.

In 1935 commenced that fantastic nightmare in Russian

history which was to become known as the “Great

Purge.’, There were actually a whole series of purges,

Ornamented now and then by show trials and carried out

by the NKVD. The object was to Iiquidate any and all

OPPOSition to the Stalinist regime. But since the possi-

bility of opposition was defined only by the suspicions

Of Stalin's paranoid mentality, the liquidations became

a gigantic program of mass imprisonment and murder.

The purge completely wiped ou=he entire corps of Old

BoIsheviks (even Lenin’s cIosest associates); then went

On tO destroy all former opponents such as Mensheviks,

anarchists, Social Revolutionaries. It claimed the lives of

individuaIs displaying reIigious affiliation, those who had

been abroad and might therefore have become “contami-

nated’,, foreign Communists who had sought refuge

Ru§Sia・ Communist Party members who opposed the

PurgeS, anyOne Who had ever made a mistake in adminis-

tration and production; and finally-the armed forces.

E§timates of the number of victims of the Great Purge

range from eight million to twenty miIlion.

The theory under which the purge was carried out, and.

Which illuminated the Moscow Trials of 1936-1938, WaS l

that Russia was menaced by a conspiracy which em-

braced capitalist nations, a huge Russian underground

and・ above all' Trotskyites both at home and abroad.

Stali一一blamcd lhis coI-Sl)il'a(:y fol` f庇cIumSino§S aIld

bl`し=alilies o=he Fivc Yeal` Pla11S, for thc famlneS, the

I〕rOductioIl f。iIures,山e poor hal`VeStS and cven earth-

qし1‘一kes. At caI`Cfully rchcarsed public lrials, One after

…〇両cr, the fol‘m(昔　COmmissal`S, Par[y lca〔lers, field

m紺Slmls and gcllCl`ills∴aI.OSC [o make∴abj。Ct COnfessioIIS

Of having pIottcd wi山Ir宜lcr or thc Mik種do or Ji P.

Mol‘g‘m巨`ll岨・Ol-gh岨c cし1m1illg !一g(川Cy O仁rl・OtSky=o

‘Vl‘C(k l)1al11§, POison fiolds, I(〕ad rcbcl]ions, Sell s[ate

S(?CI`etS :ln〔l mul.〔lcr govt州lmollt Of∫icials. The rest o白he

WOl‘ld' l・叩rCS(面{)d d=hC白ol)On当rials i-1 Moscow by

l廿ln(l一、Cds of newsp{一Pe間一{町loひked oll aghaSt and be-

Wildered as lho biggcsしIIfm1(?S ill Sovi(点Officialdom de-

Clared themselves白wrcckers," =saboteuI`S" and当・unning

dogs of fol‘eign imperialism.” Tho charges brought against

these victims wel、e SO Obviously l‘idiculou§, their fate

(death) so apparently pl、edetellmined that outsiders could

IIOt understal-d why they degl`aded [hemselve9 With futile

(、Onfessions, Why some a=east did not sei雄the oppor一

lしInity to expose the Stalinis=error for wha=t was. But

亜s was no=he psychoIogy of the revolutionist. These

mCn who were now being devoured by their revolution

had devoted their entire lives to iL They were doomed

in any case. To conclude that they were personally guilty

Of mistakes, eVen Of cI.imes, WaS Perhaps easier than to

油mi=o themscIves tha=he object of their existence,

the revolution which had givcn their lives meaning, WaS

itself at fault. Besides, the NKVD had ways and means

Of brutalizing and breaking the spirit of those who re-

fused to cooperate-One Of the most e鯖ective being the



I-eV Kamenev on the §調nd at hjs purge trja=n書936・

PrOmise that their families might be §Pared if they sacri-

ficed themseIves. So Grinko・ former Secretary of the

Treasury’Said: =I knew and was connected with people

…in the Red Army who were preparing to open the

frontier to the enemy.,) Krestinsky, former Undersecre-

tary of State, §aid: =We came to an agreement with

General Seekt [Chief of the German General Sta鱈].‥We

WOuId help the Reichswehr create a number of espionage

bases in the territory of the USSR.…In retum for this

the ReiGhswehr undertook to pay us 250,000 marks

annually….”

The damage done by the Great Purge to Russian pro-

duction was tremendous. Technicians especially felt the

hand of the NKVD; knowIedge, eVen teChnical knowl-

Djctuto一・ S両…ぐ‘g(高1 wi ono of hjs common postjmes.

edge' WaS Sし一SPCCしin itsclf. Bu=he chaos created in

Russian industI.y WaS aS llOthil-g COmPal`ed to tho catas-

trophe which　0VCI'Whelmed th`うRcd A一・my COmmand

S五uctul`C. Thl‘e(? OuI of fiv(告icl〔l m飾ShaIs言hil`lcon out

Of fifteell army gellel`aIs a11d 65% of all othcll O鯖icel.S,

down to and including thc l`ank of coIonel, Were Ijqui-

dated・ Had the "`umillg dogs of fol`Cign impcI、ialism,・

really planned a blow against the Sovict Unio)=hey

COllld hardly have wlleakcd mol‘e damage than did

StaIin・s mad Great Purge. But that was merely the view

f一、om outside the Soviet Union, From within the I(rem]in

Walls' after 1938, StaliIl and his followers could Iook out

OVer a nation completely and to[ally within their grasp.

All opposition had perished.



THE STEADY DRUMMER

露ut beyond the ramparts of the KremIin also lay

a hostile world, One Which Lenin had pre-

dicted would one day turn to strike at the

ba§tion ofsocialism. The hopes ofCommu-

nist revolution§ in other lands had gone

a-glimmering during the twenties, The German Commu-

nists, Organized into the Spartakist League, had attempted

to seize power in 1919. only to be cru§hed by an alliance

Of Social Democratic politicians and the Geman army.

Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, Spartaki§t leaders

and cIose friends of Lenin’had been brutally murdered

in Berlin. The temporary success in 1919 0f Bela Kun・s

Communist rising in Hungary raised BoIshevik hopes for

a moment, but this rebellion was also speedily crushed.

Yet Lenin’s and Trotsky-s insistence on the necessity for

Communist successes in westem Europe’aS a Safeguard

for the Communist take-OVer in Rus§ia, WaS nOt entirely

Without foundation. The fact of Communi§t rebellions,

and the upsurge of strength shown by such non-

Communist left groups a§ the British Labor Party' un-



doubtedly stayed the hands of tho§e WeStern European

leaders who might have been tempted to intervene mas-

Sively in the new soviet Union.

Lenin had seen cIearIy that one way to keep capitaIist

nations too busy to attack Russia was to foment trouble

in their colonies. At worId-Wide gatherings of SociaIist

leaders in Moscow he hammered ho最the the§is 。f tu.n_

ing national-1iberation wars into Communisトdirected

anti-Western stI‘uggles. And of aI=he wars of nationa上

liberation during the twenties, th

PeOPIe to unify themselves and t

Of English‘ French, American and

Seemed the most promising. Rus

ト

truggle of the Chinese

Japanese imperialisms

Plies were accordingly dispatc ed to Sun Yat Sen’s

Kuomintang Party as early as壷22. And th。 infant

Chinese Communist Party was iristructed to cooperate

W畑the Kuomintang in every respect-OVer lhe objec・

tions of one of the Party's minor members' Mao Tse-tung.

After Lenin,§ death, Stalin did not alter this policy of

all-Out support for the Kuomjntang. When Sun Yat Sen

died in 1925' and controI of the Kuomintang passed to the

yOung GeneraI Chiang Kai-Shek, Moscow was welI satis-

frod. Chiang had studied military tactics in Soviet Russia

and expressed himself as =impre§Sed・・ by Soviet achieve-

ments. In spite of warnings from Chinese Communists,

Stalin remained blind to chiang's true objectives. Then,

in April’1927’Kuomintang forces suddenIy turned on

their Communist alIies and massacred them by the thou-

Sands. Thereafter Soviet influence was non-eXistent not

Only in Kuomintang China' but also with the Chinese

Communist Pa冒ty Which' under the leadership of Mao

Tse-tung WOuld henceforth pay lip service to Russian

leadership, but ignore it at every decisive turn.

The cent富al directorship of Communist parties through-

out the wculd was Iodged in the Comintern (“Communist

International’’), With he種dquarters in Moscow. Set up at

the Third Communist Intemational meeting in Moscow

in 1919, the Comintem wa§ nO mOre nOr less than a sec-

ondary Russian foreign o縦ce. It§ directives to foreign

Parties were carefully caIculated to serve Russia’§ inter-

national interests first, and the local interests of foreign

Communists second. For example, in Germany during the

late twenties, the Communists, On instructions from the

Comintern, devoted all their energies to fighting again§t

German Sociali§tS∴and Social-Democrats, nOt against

Hitler. This re組ected both Stalin,s obsessive fear of com-

Peting leftist movements’and a haphazard theory that

Germany would have to白go through" Nazism before it

WOuld be ripe for communism

But with the rise of Nazism in Germany, fascism in

Italy and militarism in Japan, it soon became clear to

Russian leaders that their own nation had become target

number one on a public timetable of conquest. Not with-

Out reason Stalin and his associates believed that in-

nuential circles in the capitalist democracies, England’

France and the United States, hoped to use the Nazi-

fascist barbarism as a weapon against the Soviet Union.

Acting with that decisiveness possible to an ab§Olute

dictatorship, Stalin' in 1933-34’Suddenly turned Rus§ian

foreign po量icy topsy-turVy. From then on cooperation be-

卑
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中
古
年
弱

一OW Off the domination

ian advisors and sup-



Came the by-WOrd dutifulIy passed to foreign Communist

Parties by the comintern. Communists throughou=he

WOrld were instructed to foI‘m月Popular Fronts" with

those groups in any country who could be enlisted to

figh=he growing menace of Nazi-fascist expansionism.

The Popular Fronts were intended to put pre§Sure On

their respective governments to reach economic and miIi-

tary agreements with the Soviet Union to present a com-

mon front against the new enemy"

Without doubt the high point of Popular Front activi-

ties came during the Spanish CiviI War. When Spanish

Fascists, under the leadership of GeneraI Francisco

Franco, rO§e in rebellion agains=he Republican Govern-

ment in Spain' the Comintern tried de§Perately to enIist

WOrId-Wide support for the Republic. Almost alone

among the nations・ Russia poured advisors, teChnicians.

Planes・ Pilots・ tanks and munitions into Spanish RepubIi-

Can POrtS" And to frustrated liberaIs in Britain, France or

the United 9t6tesJ it seemed for a while that c。mmunist

葦芸密書豊吉書誌議書
Ou声struggle; Only the Soviet Union f。ught f。r true

嘉島 By hundI‘eds of thousands' yOung men the
′orld over volunteered to join the International班gades,

I organized and equipped by IocaI Communist Parties sub-
1 0rdinate to the Comintern・ They fought heroicalIy in

ほpain-SaVing Madrid in 1936, defeating the Italians at

Brunete in 1937. But their idealism was wasted. For StaIin

had no interest in a Republican victory. Whenever it

Seemed that the Republic might score a decisive success,

Sto吊n and hjs daughter SvetJana on∴a boat cmjse jn

the BJoc鳥Seo. Photograph was串st pubjjshed jn 1967.



the flow of Russian supplies dwindled. On the other hand,

When it seemed that the Republic could not long survive,

another transfusion of arms would arI'ive from M。SCOW,

In e鮒ect Stalin’§ main interest was in pro」onging the war.

For it made not only a brilliant propaganda spectacle,

and tied up Geman and Italian forces, but there was aIso

the chance that it might produce that accidental spark

Which could plunge England and France into war against

AしSovjet shjp arrjves jn BarceIom wj活food suppIjes

Ior the ant巧ascjs=orces jn the Spanjsh CjvjI W。,.

134

Germany and Italy. For if certain western Ieaders hoped

t。 turn Hitler east, Stalin hoped to turn him west. When,

in 1939, Stalin allowed the Spanish Republic to die’it

was the first sign of a coming change in Russian foreign

policy. Other signs were the murder§ and imprisonments

carried out against those Russians who had fought in

Spain almost as soon as they returned to their homeland.

By 1939, With the capitulation of the democracies be-

fore Hitler's growing power evidenced in the German

seizure of Austria, the re-militarization of the Rhineland,

and finaIly, the dismemberment of CzechosIovakia・ Stalin

had come to believe that the west was not serious in its

proclaimed opposition to German expansionism. In this

he was a=east partly right. Many in the west continued

to hope blindly that somehow or other Hitler could be

encour包ged to unlea§h his armie§ eaSt. In such a situation

its was obvious, eSPeCially to a former Georgian bandit'

that Hitler would accep=he best bargain he could get.

He got it言n totaI secrecy and with embarrassing haste’

from StaIin. The Nazi"Soviet Pact of August, 1939, StuPe-

fied the world. And in its wake thousands of foreign

Communists were disillusioned, the Popular Front move-

ment collapsed-and Hitler was given the assurance of

his eastern flank which enab量ed him to plunge the world

into its most catastrophic war.

What was surprising was not that Stalin and Hitler had

reached an understanding but that in the following

months, Stalin placed such heavy reliance upon it. Evi-

dently he rea11y believed in German promises and mtler's



Pledges. In any event’the pact was profitabIe. Now

Poland was once again partitioned between Germany and

Russia for the fourth time in her bloody history; the

Baltic states喜Lithuania' Latvia and Esthonia-Were re-

incorporated into the Soviet Union after their twenty-

year taste of freedom. And a mismanaged but ultimately

SuCCeSSful war against FinIand in 1940 gave Russia con-

troI over the northern approaches to Leningrad・ As

HitIer,s armies overran France, aS the Luftwaffe battered

EngIand・ Russian supplies of oil’Wheat’Clothing and food

POured into Germany-along with congratuIatory tele-

grams from Stalin for each German success. During the

Winter of 1940-1941' Soviet Foreign Mini§ter Vyacheslav

Molotov held §eVeral meetings with German Foreign

Minister Joachim Ribbentrop. At one of which, they

huddled in a Berlin bomb shelter while Ribbentrop

Offered to divide the entire worId with Russia. The irony

Of the situation was not lost on MoIotov who, When

assured that Britain was already defea喪a, demanded:

白Then why are we in this bomb sheIter and whose are

those bombs which are falling?,・ Nonetheless, Russian

COnfidence in their new alIy remained unshaken. Wam-

ings about German troop GOnCentrations in the BaIkans,

dispatched by Winston Churchill and President Franklin

D. Roosevelt' Were dismissed as =capitaIist warmonger-

ing・” No new di§POSitions were made of Red Army divi-

Sion§' nOr WaS any State Of preparation embarked upon.

StaIin and his associates continued to peer at the world

from behind the secure walls of the KremIin. UntiI Tune

Djmjtrov, StaHn, Mo】otov, Mjkoyan and Chubar on the

KremIjn revjew」ng stand for the的37 May Day Pamde.

I939 Nazj-Sovjet A肌ance. Joachjm von Rjbbentrop,

Stdjn and Mo】otov concJud8 thejr non-aggre§§jon pact.
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′′ÅND NO NÅT∫ON JN TH臼HJS丁O兄Y OF

BATTLE EVER SUFFERED MORE THAN

T廿E兄USSIANS SUFF日用ED IN THE

COURSE OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR.

...AT LEÅST TWENずY Mき」LきON 」OS丁

TH剛R LJVES, COUNTLESS MJLLIONS OF

HOMES AND FÅRMS WERE BURNED

OR SÅCKED. A THJRD OF THE NATJON’S

TE則RTTORY, JNCLUDJNG NEARLY TWO-

T鱒肥DS O『きTS INDUST即AL BÅSE,

w珊E TURN且D JNTO A WASTELÅND.′′

AMEmCAN UNJVEHSJTY JN WASHJNGTON, D.C., JUNEま0, 1963.
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fねd Army tanks Jje jn rujns w刷e German shock troops

SWarm through vj∬ages deserted by血ejr jnhab克ants.
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Jn September, 1941 three mf‖jon Lenjngraders are tota"y

Cut O# by油e Germans from the rest of the country.

Transportatjon h由e, anCl o正y sJeds traveJ the streets.

One-thjrd of the popuJotjon of Lenjngrad starves to

death jn the 」ongest s」ege ever endured by a modem c克y.
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Sta届grad, 1942-German jnfantry approach the c克y‘

Fjghtjng jnsjde a Jarge factory jn StaIjngrad-1942・
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Germons f〔I∬ as the Red Army a=ast begin§ tO advance.
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Teheran Conference, December, 1943. StaIjn, RooseveIt

and Ghurc刷J meet toge油er to pJαn the German defeat,

Amerjcon 1了jers jn co爪verso扉on w硫兄us§jon soIdjers

at a FJyjng Fortress base jn§jde the Sovjet Union.

Every Russjan c油zen had to f」ght批s明r. Wjth

sons舟ehtjng a=he front, PenSjoners man factor王es.
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看n the sudden silence which descended over Europe

in May, 1945, the Russian people, Whose sons stood

On the Elbe and mounted guard in §hattered Berlin,

had reason for pride and sorrow. Pride because more

than any other single factor, it was the heroism and

sacrifices of the Red Army which had destroyed Hitler’s

mighty war machine. Despite the blunders with which

Stalin had begun the war, despite the massive incompe-

tence demonstrated from time to time by the bureaucrats,

Ru§Sian soldiers had won the greatest victory in world

history. Sorrow because of the cost. An estimated

twenty-five mi11ion Russians had been killed, both sol・

diers and civilians. Untold millions more retumed to their

villages in the wake of the Red Army to find only ruins.

Great industrial centers, built at such a terribIe price in

human su鯖ering, had been ground to dust. The Dniepro-

petrovsk dam, SymboI of all that the new Russia had

hoped for’had been destroyed as part of the scorched

earth campaign before the oncoming Germans. The farm

Russjan peopJe demonstrote jn a MoscowMayDayparade‥

PosterS On a Kjev rujn try to recrujt factory worJ‘erS.

So many PeOPJe djed duJ'jng the war that there js a se-

vere shortage o月abor for rebu批jng the Sovjet Unjon.



animal population of the Soviet Union had been reduced

to less than half its pre-War tOtal; the nation’s railways

had been wrecked, its motor tran§POrt nOW COnSisted

almost exclusively of American Lend輸Lease vehicles. In

large areas famine and the spectre of starvation stalked

the land.

But there was reason for hope too. For the world into

Which a victorious Soviet Union emerged in 1945 0ffered

PrOmi§e Of ch8nge, both at home and abroad. The Ru§Sian

PeOPle had fought the war as a patriotic fatherland war,

not as a Communist war. Stalin’s policy of “SociaIism in

One COuntry’’had, during the immediate pre-War yearS,

merged almost imperceptibly into a sort of state sociaト

ism. With the onslaught of war it became outright na・

tionalism. In speeches to the Russian people, during the

COnflict, Stalin himself empha§ized the heroic Ru§Sian

PaSt喜eVen though that cou重d mean only the Czarist past.

In November, 1941, for example, When he wanted to rouse

the people of Moscow to defend the city, Stalin did not

allude to Lenin or Marx or other Communist heroes, but (

rather to the “virile images of our great ancestors-

Nevsky, Donskoy, Minin, Pozharsky, Suvorov and

Kutuzov.,’Of these the first was a saint and the last two

Czarist generals' Furthermore, at the insistence of Eng-

land and the United States, Stalin had disbanded the

Comintern in 1943. He had also paid public homage to

the freedoms enshrined in such documents as the Atlantic

Charter, and had joined the United Nations wiIlingIy

enough. All thi§, tO SOme Russians, PreSaged a possible

relaxation of the dictatorship at home, Of the terrible

tensions under which they had now been living for thirty

years. But such optimists reckoned without the deepen-

ing maIaise of fear and suspicion which enveloped the

Kremlin.

To Stalin and his associates, Certain objective oppor-

tunities now presented themselves at the war’s end, and

they seized upon them a§ Russian nationalists・ nOt aS

Communists. Russian troops had conquered all of eastem

Europe. They had regained and passed beyond the old

Czarist boundaries of Russia whiGh had been lost in 1918.

Just as any Russian government would have, Stalin’s

determined that these boundaries were now to be re-

StOred. In addition, all those nations of Eastern Europe-

Poland, CzechosIovakia, Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary

-Which had during the twenties been formed by France

into a “cordon sanitaire’’aga」nst BoIshevik power, Were

now to become client states of the Soviet Union, under

as absolute control as Moscow wished to exercise.

Furthermore, aS muCh as possible of Russia’s losses dur-

ing the war were to be regained by the confrocation of

factories in the conquered lands, eSPeCially Germany. An

estimated 36% of Germany’s 1936 industrial capacity wa§

Shipped to Russia from East Germany immediately after

the war・ From all of Eastern Europe the spoils flowed

to the victoI'.

England and the United States, eager tO keep Russia

fighting during the darker days of the war, and eager for

Russian cooperation in the continuing strugg]e against

Japan’had, at Teheran and Iater at Yalta, agreed that

Eastern Europe, With the exception of Greece, might be



薄を溺蟻腫

豊葦器露呈h誌霊藷嵩豊



A par轟of war trophjes-Nazj pjanes captured by Sovjets.

People rebujJd thefr streets Jrom the rubb]e of the w脚.

considered a Russian　``sphere of innuence.’’ Further,

those former Czarist regions of east Asia Iost by Nicholas

II were to be returned to his heirs. But the words “sphere

Of influence” did not mean to westem diplomats what

they meant in the Kremlin. Roosevelt, almost up to his

death, eVidently expected the Russians to sponsor free

and open elections in Poland, Bulgaria and other Eastern

European nations. Elections were held, but under the

guns of the Red Army and the watch重ul eyes of political

commi§SarS Sent Out from Moscow. The West considered

the Communist take・OVer in Eastem Europe to be a

breach of faith; the Kremlin considered it the rightful

SPOils of war' This was the crux of the disagreements

first evidenced between Truman and Stalin at the Pots_

dam conference in 1945.

But there were deeper currents running in Stalin's mind

Which boded ill for the future. American and English co-

OPeration with Russia during the war had made the

Soviet dictator more mistrustful than ever. The enormous

industriaI potential of the United States, reVealed by the

American war effort’WaS frightening' When this was

CaPPed by the American production of atomic bombs (a

fact of which Stalin wa§ kept in ignorance until the first

bomb ignited the sky above Hiroshima), Stalin suddenly

realized that there was but one super-POWer in the worId

-and it was not Russia. The mindless saber-rattling of

CeI’tain American generals and =public figure§" did little

tO a11ay the normalIy suspicious minds in the Kremlin.

Once more stalin felt himself besieged. And he reacted

in the coming years as he had reacted in the past.



An Amerjcan convoy erIterS the U.S. sector of BerJjn.

Surprjsjng」y,意he罵りss近ns皿ow高話rough書hejr zone.

閲
it intended to keep foreigners out or

assumed he was referring to the impenetrabiIity of the

new Soviet empire to outsiders, eSPeCially westerners.

But Russia’eVen under the Czars, had never been easy

for foreigners to penetrate. Now the Russian borders had,

in e鱒ect' been drawn to include all of Eastern Europe,

and behind the occupying line§ Of the Red Army, nations

familiar to the West (SOme, like Poland, With sizable

blocs of American descendant§) were compIeteIy cut off.

The divi§ion of Europe between East and West was

formalized during the summer of 1947 when Russia and

her satellite states refused Marshall PIan aid and formed

their own economic bloc.

But from the other side of the Iron Curtain, i=ooked

remarkabIy like the old walls of suspicion which had

Iong kept Russians from free access to the West. In re一



110unCing American aid, the Kremlin trotted out the old

dogmas of “capitalistic exploitation,, and “doIIar im-

Perialism.’’Tha=his was not entirely without justifica-

tion was demonstrated by the course of American aid to

Europe in subsequent years. One way and another, Pri-

Vate American intere§tS djd wind up controIling a large

Share of Westem European capital investment. But to

Soviet citizens, the rejection of United States aid, eVen

With its disguised strings, meant a retum tO the austerity

and sacrifroe of the early Five Year Plans. Despite the

looting of Eastern Europe-and, after Ru§Sia's successful

two-Week war against Japan, Of Manchuria-muCh Soviet

industry had to be rebuilt from scratch. A whoIe series

Of new Five Year PIans were announced by Moscow.

The Stdjnjzatjon of Eastern Europe喜AJbanjan students

POrade at a Communjst peace festjva】 jn East Germany.

And言ike their earlier models, they concentrated all

energies to the construction and rehabilitation of basic

heavy industries. Little or nothing wa§ le章t over for the

PrOduction of tho§e COnSumer gOOd§ for which Russians

had been starved for generations. If there had been’it

WOuld have been swallowed anyhow by the additional

neW and urgent devotion of resou冒CeS tO develop an

atomic bomb. Today the manufacture of atomic weapons

has been somewhat simplified" But during the late forties

and early fiftie§ it required a vast and extremely sophi§-

ticated industrial establishment to produce them. The

fact that observers of Ru§Sia had long pointed to the

eXcellence of Russia's technical education program' tO

the large numbers of first-rate engineers being gradu-
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ated yearly from Rus§ian univer§ities, did not prepare

the We§t, eSPeCially the United States, for the shock of

Russia's speedy development of atomic weapons and for

the expIo§ion of the first Soviet hydrogen bomb in 1953

The success of Soviet atomic deveIopment was a good

indication of the general success o=he program to re-

build Russian industry.

Not only were Russians re-enlisted after the war into

a new series of sacrificial Five Year Plans, bu=hey were

also enlisted into a revival of the Communist ideoIogical

CruSade at home and abroad, During the war, millions of

Russian §Oldiers had glimpsed for themselves the eco-

nomic “wonders’’of §Ome Of the countries they had con-

quered. Amusing stories of the ba削ement with which

Siberian troops regarded such devices as bathtubs, tOilets

and water-taPS Were nOt entirely un登ounded. Moreover,

many Russian o鯖icers and administrators had had pro-

longed contact with Allied o触ciaIs. To Kremlin minds,

these soldiers and pfficials were potential germ-bearer§

to their native land; the germ being doubt of the infallible

Wisdom of Moscow’s interpretations and decrees. To

COunteraCt any SuCh epidemic of thought, Stalin un-

lea§hed a new barrage of Communist conformism upon

the Russian people. The United States and Britain, Only

recently “gallant democratic allies,’’were now pictured

as “imperialist hyenas.’’ The western contribution to

Russian defense through Lend Lease, and to the defeat

Of Hitlerism, WaS Played down in official histories until

it had aIl but disappeared, Nationalism, Which had been

PurPOSely generated as a morale factor during the war,

WaS nOW PuShed to hysterical extremes as Russians were

di§COVered to have invented everything from the §team-

engine to penicillin"　Conformity to Marxist theory' aS

interpreted by Stalin, WaS demanded in every fieId, from

art to phy§ics・ Immense intellectual energies were ex-

Pended to twist intransigent scientific fact into an ac-

CePtable Communist mold. Perhaps the most notorious

demonstration of the regime,s inteIlectual censorship

Came in 1948 when the biological theories of Trofim

Lysenko (Whose doctrine of the inheritance of acquired

Characteristics in pIants seemed hopeful proof that new

generations of Rus§ians might actua11y be born with a

Predisposition towards GOmmunism) were declared to

be state doctrine"　Foreign biologists who sco鯖ed at

Lysenko’s findings were o鯖icia量ly ridicuIed; Soviet sci_

entists who questioned them were treated as heretic…,

The new soviet metaphysics was decisively enthroned

in every area of thought・

While the Soviet crusade of Communist-nationalism

reached new heights at home, the Russian crusade of

Communist-intemationalism was re-instituted abroad.

The defunct Comintern was brought back into existence

in 1947 as the Cominform (“Communist Information Bu-

reau’’)・ Its functions not only included the fomentation

Of trouble in capitalist lands and the direction of foreign

Communist parties according to Moscow・s international

needs・ but now it was the agency through which po-iticai

COntroI was exercised in the captive states of Eastern

Europe. That such controI was more dependent upon the

PI‘esence of the Red Army than on the effectiveness o重



Cominform exhortation was demonstrated by YugosIav-

ian diGtatOr Tito,s successful defiance of Cominform

directives in 1948, Which led to the first apparent split

in the supposedly monolithic Communist power structure.

Nor could Soviet leaders claim credit for the succe§S

Of Mao Tse-tung’s successful revolutionary war in China.

Russians were deluged with Moscow’s self-COngratula-

tions on the Communist conquest of China, but the truth

WaS that despite some Russian aid in Manchuria, Mao’s

decades-long struggle against Nationalist China was

Strictly indigenous. During the thirties, the Chines,e Com-

munist Party had received nothing but advice from the

Kremlin [which it usually ignored); during World War

II Russia actively supported Chiang Kai-Shek and even

sent him what supplies it could. When in 1949 Chinese

Communist troop§ marChed into Shanghai, they were

equipped with American guns, tanks and trucks which



they had captured from Nationalist divisions, nOt Rus-

sian. Of course, With Mao,s victory. Soviet advisors and

industrial aid began to pour into China. But if the men in

the Kremlin assumed that Mao had reason to be grateful

to them, Or that as the I`senior partners’’of world com-

munism their leadership would remain unquestioned by

him, they were badly mistaken.

The Iron Curtain undoubtedly had its extemal uses.

But primarily it was another measure of controI on the

Ru§§ians themselves言mposed by the increasingly sus-

Picious, increa§ingly insecure mind of a paranoiac dic-

tator. Whenever that controI was threatened, Stalin re-

SPOnded with increased force. And in the complex world

Of the fifties, his controI was increasingly threatened.

Stdjn’s body Jjes jn state w融jn the Krem杭　waIIs.



Industrial reconstruction had been a §uCCeSS, but at a

terribIe human price. The new technical e】ite言ndispen-

sable to Russian scientific and economic deveIopment,

Were Showing increasing signs o重restiveness. Soviet

POWer abroad, aS the ca§e Of Yugoslavia demonstrated,

had its limit§. And Soviet intervention abroad had been

COntained in Greece in 1947 by the Truman Doctrine. In

Korea (1950-53) American and United Nations troops in-

flicted a stunning defeat on Russian・SPOnSOred North

Korean invading forces.

Responding to new threats, both real and imaginary,

Stalin evidently prepared for a new Great Purge in late

1952. On March 15, 1952, Laurenti P. Beria, Mini§ter Of

the Interior and formeI‘ boss of the dreaded NKVD, WaS

OnCe again appointed head of the secret police, nOW

known as the MGB. In October, at the 19th Party Con-

gress held in Moscow, Stalin replaced the old eleven-man

Politburo, With whom he had shared power, With a new

Presidium, muCh expanded and including many new

faces. The men around the dictator, aCCOrding to their

OWn later testimony, began to feel the cold winds of

impri§Onment and murder. In January, 1953, nine doctors

and professors of medicine [some of whom had been

attending the ailing Stalin) were suddenIy arrested and

Charged with conspiracy to poison top Soviet o縦cials.

This fantastic accusation was, tO those who knew Stalin

best' the signal for a new reign of terror. And then,

Suddenly, On March 5, 1953, SeVenty-three-year-Old Joseph

Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili died of a massive brain

hemorrhage.



DE-STALINIZATION

T

o the men around the old dictator, his death must

have come as something of a deliverance. Some,

at least, felt themselves §lated for liquidation, and

now they moved quickly to save themselves・ Only

two days after Stalin,§ death' the new thirty-Six-

man presidium was reduced once again to ten members.

Georgi Malenkov, Stalin’s Deputy Premier and former

Director of War Production, became Premier. Nikita

Khrushchev took over as First Secretary of the Com-

munist Party. The old Stalinists, Vyacheslav Molotov'

Lazar Kaganovich and Nikolai Bulganin’remained at

their posts’aS did the sinister Laurenti Beria’Minister of

the Interior, Stalin wa§　buried, amid all the circum-

§tanCeS Of Communist pomp, alongside the mummified

corpse of Lenin in the mausoleum outside the Kremlin

walls. To a world which had no means of penetrating the

reality of the Soviet transfer of power言t appeared at

fir§t that things would go on as they had.

The first sign of a change in the domestic atmosphere

was a strike by the　§lave laborers at the infamous



Vorkuta §lave labor camp on the Arctic Circle.Inthe past

such a demonstration would have been siIenced with

machine guns. But now, tO the wonderment of those few

Soviet citizens aware of the facts, the strikers were not

murdered. In fact many of their demands for better hous-

ing and food were met. The next sign was the §udden

arrest of Laurenti Beria and six of his top assistants in

June, 1953. They were tried and executed in less than

two weeks, PreSumably for using the MGB, and the

NKVD before it, for personal vengeances. Thereafter the

MGB was reorganized into the KGB and many of its

POWerS abrogated. Beginning in 1953, a Series of sweeping

amnesties were issued by the new government which

freed approximately two-thirds of the five million poIit-

ical and common criminals stil=anguishing in Russian

Prisons and labor camps. Thereafter the labor camps

were cIosed.

On the inteI‘national front, the change of direction was

signaled by the renewal of truce talks in Korea and the

abrupt decision to accept U.N. terms for the exchange

ofprisoners of war in the spring of 1953. And in the next

two years the world became accustomed to the =good-

will” visits of Malenkov and Bulganin, looking some-

what like benign bears言n such unlikely capitals as

London and Cairo. Talks were initiated with the United

States Iooking towards an easing of tensions.

But the power struggle in the Kremlin was not yet over.

Stalin's death had left an inviting vacuum which was but

uneasily削led by the ten members of the PI`eSidium' So

fal‘, howcvel`, nOne Of them had felt himself strong enough

to take over the old dictator・s commanding role. But

Nikita Khrushchev made as good use of his First Secre-

taryship of the Party as had Stalin decades earlier. By

1955 he had su鯖icient strength to force Malenkov from

the Premiership and to repIace him with BuIganin.

Then’in February・ 1956・ at the Twentieth Party Con-

gress during a secret session, Khrushchev expIoded a

bombshell. With obvious authority (he had worked with

Stalin for years〕 and in great detail, he launched an alト

Out attaCk upon stalin'§ meIPOry. He accused the dead

dictator of megalomania, Sadism, COWardice and incom-

PetenCe. Obviously overcome by bitter emotions, Khrush-

Chev talked for six hours-and every word expIoded the

mythical worId that devout Communists had inhabited

for decades. Now it seemed that alI those who had fallen

Victims to the Great Purges of the late thirties had been

innocent; all the millions of peasants who perished from

StarVation during the twenties had been victims of stu_

Pidity; the intellectuals who had been hounded and im-

Prisoned after World War II had su鯖ered for one man・s

PaI.anOia. In short, Nikita Khrushchev’First Secretary

Of the communis[ Party and an intimate of Joseph Stalin・s

for many years, Publicly admitted most of the charges

again§t his former leader which had long been advanced

by the bitterest foreign critics of the Soviet regime. The

effects were immediate and startling'

First・ SeVeral foreign Communist Parties assumed that

Since the new soviet government had condemned Stalin・

ist tactics' they would be freer to pursue their own na一

†ional paths. The workers’riots in Poznan, PoIand in



NjchoJas BuJganjn′ Communjst Party Secretary Khrushchev’

Premjer Mden重く。V-The new leaders of the Sovjet Unjon・

Khrushchev and Malenkov pay a vjs部o a coIlectjve farm.

Khrushchev appears to charm chjnese JeaderMao Tse-tlIng.



Khrushchev amourlCeS M(〃!enJcov’s resjgmtjon, Wjth the

姐ter ot hjs sjde. Now jn to姐command, he makes

hjs fロmous denunc蘭on oi St品n n〇七】ong坤erw億rd・

Encouraged by de-St品njzatjon jn凧ussja, Hungarjans

rjse jn rebe岨on 。gajns=hejr Communjs=eaders航p.

June' 1956・ and the Hungarian uprising in the autumn of

that same year’Were both directIy inspired by hopes

generated by KhI'uShchev's speech. But the savagery and

bloodshed with which both revolts were crushed showed

that no matter how far the new masters of the Kremlin

Were PrePared to relax the domestic stringency of Stalin-

ism' they were not prepared to abandon Russia’s perma-

nent geo-POIitical interests in Gentral Europe.

A second resuIt of the anti-Stalin speech was the for-

mation of an anti-Khrushchev group on the Soviet Presi・

dium. Even today it is uncertain how much clearance

Khrushchev had obtained for his speech" Certainly Molo-

tov, Kaganovich and Malenkov-alI of whom had shared

Stalin,s glory and would presumably have to share hi§

new obloquy-COuId not have welcomed such a violent

exposure of the past・ In any event they now opposed

Khrushchev言ust as Lenin's old a§SOCiates had once op-

POSed Stalin. In June, 1957, all three men were expelled

fI`Om the Presidium-nO=his time to liquidation, but

Simply to the humiliation of obscure posts in the giant

Soviet bureaucracy・ In March' 1958, Bulganin, Who had

SuI)POI`ted the ousted members, WaS forced fl`Om his

Post as premier in favor of Khrushchev. Now, five year争

afler Stalin’s death' all his powers werc once again con-

Centrated in the hands of one man-Nikita Khrushchev.

Whatever his skills as a politician (and they must have

been considerable)’Khrushchev also had a positive pro-

gl‘am to present to the Russian people and to the Soviet

gOVeI‘nment. In lg57 he pushed through a massive decen-

tralization of the economic controIs centered in the Mos-

22宣



cow bureaucracy. The Soviet Union wa§ divided into

OVer lOO regions for administrative purposes. Each region

was henceforth to be governed by economic decision§

taken by its own local Soviet. It was hoped thus to

eliminate red tape, PaCify the increasing demand for

local autonomy and increase the e鱒iciency of the in"

dustrial plant.

But even beyond his new programs, Khrushchev was

Offering himseIf as a leader and symbol for a new era

in Soviet history. The Russian people who had little

choice in the matter seized upon him as such, and new

liberal tendencies gained a momentum which they have

not ye=ost.
The Red Army qujckJy smashes H皿garjan hopes, a軸ougII

Sta杭’s statue toppJes jn Budapest, neVer∴agajn to rjse.
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THE THAW AND THE ICE AGE

ver alert to tactical changes in Russian policy

which might give ground for optimism' the west-

ern world hailed StaIin’s downfall and the evi-

dence of more liberal domestic policies as signs

of a ‘・thawing out,・ of the Cold War between the

USSR and the USA. Soviet repression of the Poznan

and Hungarian uprisings was dismissed as ``necessity.’’

The signing of a Cultural Exchange Pact with the United

states in 1956, the visit of Khru§hchev to the United

States in 1957 (What would Lenin, Trotsky or Stalin have

made of that photo of the burly Soviet leader sitting

down to dinner with tuxedoed American millionaires

in San Francisco?), the much touted `《spirit of Camp

David,・-all these symptoms were greeted as the begin-

ning of the end of Russian hostility to the West.

They were’in fact’§ymboIs of an easing of Communjst

dogmas of hate toward the =rotten capitalist democra-

cies.・・ But behind the Communist line lay always the real

and ever-PreSent needs of specifically Russian national

policy・ Where Russian and American ambitions and in-

jn Russj。? Kh川shchev vjs宜s弧e Unjted States
t所ce・ r‘nd meets wjth PresjrJent Kennedy jn Vjenn。.





N萌ta Khrushchev shjps missjJes to FjdeI Castro,s Cuba,

1962-The Un高ed States b]ockades Cubo and the Sovjet

Unjon backs down durjng the wor]d-Shakjng crisjs.

terests Glashed, there would be conflict irre§PeCtive of

Political or economic theory・ One such area of conflict

Was Germany. Russia, Which had su鯖ered crue11y from

two German invasions within twenty-five years, WaS

determined that Germany never again frod the power

to I‘enew its Drang Nach Osten. It must remain divided

Or tota11y disarmed. But the United States, Seeing in

Germany its only reliabIe source of manpower and eco-



nomic power with which to prop up the NATO alIiance

against Russian ambitions in western Europe' PrOCeeded

to re-arm a neW generation of Germans. Thus’aIthough

the ba看d insult of the U-2 reconnaissance plane incur-

Sions over Soviet territory was seized upon by Khrush- ‘

Chev in 1958 to disrupt the Paris Summit Conference and

to dispeI the friendIy vapors of the =spirit of Camp

David・,, there remained more signifroant and permanent

C種uSeS for conflict between the worId’s two super-POWerS.

The various manufactured Berlin crises' eSPeCially those

Of 1958 and 1961 when the Great Wall of communism was

erected, reflected the continuing divergence of American

and Russian aim: in Germany.

Nor was there any doubt now that Russia was truly a

SuPer-POWer. The faintly idiotic westem jeering about

“socialist ine鱒iciency’’was silenced in 1957 when the

Soviets, beating the Americans into space, launched their

first Sputnik. The continuing demonstration of Soviet

technologicaI prowess and scientific advance was sym-

boIized by the fact that the first man in space in 1961

WaS a Russian, nOt an American.

But the most significant change in Russia's intema-

tional position was to take place not in its relations with

the west' but in its relations with Red China・ Following

strate in Moscow and struggJe w荊the Russjan po萱jce.

山場〇〇〇　　　舞○○∵詰○○教　　、調子禦閥　)　〇°‾‾.心労郊景豪家　　　　　ぷ蛍
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aImost immediately upon the heels of Khru§hchev's anti_

Stalin speech in 1956 was a noticeable deterioration in

Sino-Russian reIations・ Accusing the Kremlin of ・・cow-

ardice,, in its policy towards the United States, Mao Tse「

tung's Chinese Communist Party undertook an increasin

CamPaign of vi捕cation against Moscow. Russian ad-

Visors and technicians were expelled from China and

COnVerSely・ Russian aid ceased・ Aside from those perma-

nent geo-POlitical causes of friction which had kept the

long Sino-Russian borders in a state of ten§ion since th

time of Czar Nicholas, the new battle of slogans言n§ult

and petty annoyances waged against Russia by Red Chin

WaS Significant of a ba§ic change in Russian foreig

POIicy. Impressed by the tremendous power of nuclea

WeaPOnS and long-range rOCkets now a=heir disposal'

Khrushchev and his associates, like their American c。un.

terparts・ had more or less abandoned the idea that any

POSSible gains iri an all-Out War With the United States

COuId ever counter-balance the world-Wide destruction

SuCh a conflict would entail. Russian arms and advisors

WOuld continue to pour into those nations whose suc-

CeSSful nationa=iberation wars showed promise of em「

barrassing or undermining western power (Algeria-

Egypt’Cuba). But no foreign adventure§ Were likely to

be pressed to the point of fu11-SCale war. Likewi§e, Amer・

ican arms and troops might be u§ed to pre§erVe WeStern

domination in certain areas (The Dominican Republic・

Lebanon, South Viet Nam), but Washington showed no

disposition to precipitate a §uicidal war against the

s。Viet Union. The miscalculations which brought both

nations to the brink of disaster over Cuba in 1962 〔the

American-SPOnSOred abortive Bay of Pigs invasion・ the

Russian-SPOnSOred insta11ation of ballistic missiles) dra-

matized both the terrible dangers of war and the determi-

nation of both countries to avoid it.

Beyond the realization that power has its limits in the

nuclear age’the Kremlin’§ neW leaders seem to have

arrived at the conclusion that the world-Wide Communi§t

crusade would have to take second or third place in the

scheme of Soviet priorities-behind effort§ tO improve

living standards in Russia itself. Much of the aggressive

dynamism of Moscow,s proselytizing seemed to have

evaporated in a growing realization that the world was

far too complex for any single system of political or

economic metaphysics. So when Mao Tse-tung aCCuSed

the Kremlin of “§Oftness,,● of ``revi§ionism,,, of ``abandon-

ment of the principles o重Marxism-Leninism’,, he was

SPeaking the truth"

The real significance of the Sino-Russian quarrel may

well be that it signifies the beginning of the end of Soviet

attempts to export their revolution to countries in which

it is not welcomed. The “thaw” in Russian attitude§ tO

the outside world may be but a passing phenomenon

(and much depends on the American response to it)・ Or・

hopefully’it may mark the first signs that the fifty-year

ice age of Soviet foreign relations is drawing to a cIose.

Whatever its intemational §ignificance’it reflects very

real and basic changes in the natuI'e Of Soviet society.



囲t

the 22nd Party Congress held in Moscow in

1961, Nikita Khrushchev called for a new series

Of economic plans. But unlike the old Five

Year Plans, these new programs were aimed

less toward developmentof basic industry than

toward the production of consumer goods and services,

An increase of 500% in industrial production and of

250% in agricultural production was calIed for, tO be

achieved in the spac6 0f twenty years. The pubIicly pro-

Claimed aims of the new plans were to surpass the United

States in the production of 〔IJJ manufactured goods and to

give Soviet citizens the worId’s highest standard of living.

These aims and their implicit confession that the Soviet

Union was not yet paradi§e for its citizens would have

been anathema to Stalin for they seemed to substitute a

quest for comfort for the expansion of power. But they

most probably re皿ected the new climate of Sovie=ife

Very aCCurately.

During the years of intensive education, Of the con-

StruCtion of a new and complex industrial society in

Ån obeHsk crowned w融a I‘OC重くet SymboJjzes the Soviet

Unjon,s achjevements jn the expjomtjon of outer §Pace.



Russia, the emergence of a new hierarchy of technicians

and managers was unavoidable. To technician§ With

years of intensive university study, uSed to the disci-

Plines of free inquiry within their respective fields, the

imposition o章Marxist dogmas in other realm§ Of thought

had grown increasingly irrelevant, if not distastefuI. The

managers of the Soviet economy, incorporated into the

VaSt gOVemment bureaucracy (it is presently estimated

to include 20 million people), had grown increasingIy

COnSerVative. They were much more interested in pre-

SerVing their own places in the hierarchy and in improv-

ing their personal chances for promotion than in applying

Marxist metaphysics to real and present problems of

PrOduction and organization. Within the class of tech-

nicians and managers the m抗tancy of Communist ideaI-

is皿had definitely declined. By the 1960‘s, the chief work

Of Marxist theoreticians in the Soviet Union seemed to be

the torturing of Marxist doctrine to fit the new attitudes,

rather than criticizing the new attitudes in the light of

Marxi§t doctrine.

Furthermore, eVen during the bIeak days of the Stalin-

ist Five Year Plans, teChnicians and managers had been

Set aPart from the ordinary people. They were paid

higher wages, their chiIdren went to be書ter schooIs, they

received §uCh perquisites as automobiles, COuntry

houses, better rations and even, On the more exalted lev-

els, SerVantS. Despite the terrors of the Stalinist purges,

a definite tendency towards the Greation of an upper and

a middle class in the Soviet “classless society’’was dis-

cernible even before World War II. With the end of the

war and, eSPeCially’With the end of Stalinism' the ten-

dency became an established fact. The Soviet Union now

had a numerous cla§S Of people with a large persona賞

inve§tment in stability, COmfort and peace.

with the liberalization of the I‘egime and its increasing

devotion to肌ing the private needs of its citizens・ the

rank§ O登the new middle and upper classes rapidly broad-

ened. Above a11, WOrkers and co11ective famers were

encouraged to believe that their individual standard o登

living could and would be elevated to a level of very real

pro§Perity' Something like a =revolution of rising expec-

tation§・・ seems to have taken place. To be sure’lip-

service to Communist doctrine is still paid by the de-

vout, but there are clear indications that among the

masses, aS amOng their rulers・ reVOlutionary dogma must

now wait upon the =good life・,,

No=hat the good life is just around the corner. The

heady goals set by Khrushchev in 1961 had to be some-

what modified in 1964 when new plans were adopted

which placed the date of =surpassing the United States’’

in production into the indefinite future. But the Soviet

GI'OS§ National Product has been rising at a rate between

5.5% and 6% per year since the fifties (COmPared with

an average growth rate of 3.5% in the United States)’

and there is reason to believe that given continued peace・

the Soviet Union will reach its goals during the next

decade§.

The desire for peace and stability・ for ``socialist legal-

ity,● which now pervades a nation bone-Weary O重vio-

1ence and fanaticism. was dramatically signaled by the



A Moscow beauty soIon. Today the Sovjet govemment

PIaces more emphasjs on consumer needs and wjshes.



二議場積閏棚謎瑚

Red Army m抗tory trajnjng camp jn Soviet Russja today・
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The popuJar and outspoken Rus§jan poet Yevgeny Ye

弛shenj[O reC事es hjs poems for a MoscoW∴audjenc

downfall in 1964 0f Nikita Khrushchev. Partly becaus

his 1961 plans had been over-OPtimistic, Partly becau§

his decentralization schemes had not worked (in 1963 th

more than lOO new economically autonomous region

had been reduced by more than half in the interest 〔

efficiency), and partly because his Cuban adventure ha

misfired, the Premier and First Secretary was voted o

of o鮎ice by his colleagues on the Presidium in late 196

Certainly no punishment was meted out to the departillg

leader. Iうe was simply and legaIly voted out of o鯖ice and

replaced by Leonid Brezhnev as First Secretary of the

Communist Party and A-eksei Kosygin as Chairman of

the council of Ministers (Premier).

Aside from the legality al-d peacefulness of the trans-

fer of power’the basic reasons for it were highly illumi-

nating' Khrushchev was assaiIed in conference for having

altempted to recreate the old =cult of personality” asso一



ciated with StaIin. He was accused of disregarding the

wishes both of the Presidium and of the Soviets. In short

he was accused of acting to6 much like a dictator. His

personality-rOugh (the shoe-POunding at the United Na-

tions), e鯖ervescent (his exchange of joke§ With American

millionaires) and aggressive (his blustering interview

with Kennedy in Vienna in 1961〕-WaS Simply not the

image that the new managers of Soviet society wished to

project to the outside world. Nikita Khrushchev wa§ re-

moved from power in the same way that the manager of

any giant American corporation might be dismissed by

dissatisfied stockholders and board members. Like a

nineteenth・Century “rObber baron,’’he had become an

anachronism in the complex world of the twentieth cen-

tury and had lost controI of his organization to the

=organization men,,-men Whose sober faces and cautiou§

words (as exemplified by Kosygin at Glassboro, New

Jersey in 1967) were the very antithesis of the revolution-

ary zeal which had」created their world.

The advent of the organization men, and of the forces

which support them, Certainly marks the end of the

Russian revolution. But it by no means marks the end of

that heroic struggle on the part of the Rus§ian people,

begun即ty years ago, tO lift themselves into the modern

WOrld. The creation and p冒eSerVation of the Soviet Union

is one of the great permanent achievements of humanity

On this planet. It has cost the Russian people dearly-in

famine, despotism, War and anguish. But it i§ an aCCOm・

Plished fact and one for which the world, Seeking peace

and stability, may One day be gratefuI.
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The former star of the BoIshof BaIJet, Gdfna Ujanov。.
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these unique photographs-many aPPearing for

the first time in print〉 gathered from outstanding

SOurCeS throughout the world-reCOrd the his-

tory pf Soviet Russia with unflinching realism.

COMPLETE WI冒H A BRILLIAN冒, UP-

TO一題HE-MINUTE冒EXT, HERE IS A

POWERFUL PORTRAI冒OF A NATION

ANDITS PEOPI.E! ************

* The Violent Death of Russia?s Aristocracy *

*冒he People)s Revolution * The Terror Reign

Of Joseph Stalin * Purges and Power Play *

World War II: The Peasant Army vs. The
T址rd Reich * The Postwar Era: Poverty and

World Power * The lRise and甲hreat of Red

China * Glassboro and the Thawing Cold War
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