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PREFACE

to慣Ie 1946 Vietnamese editlon

Dear reader§,

This little book is a coIlection of articles published in the news-

paper s“ T方ai (Truth) on the occasion of the first annivcrsary of

the August Revolution. ′me∴article§ have bccn revised and filled

out. Some passagcs have been re-Wriltte'n.

Our only aim is to relate the history of the heroic struggle of

our people’tO Submit it to a serious∴aSSeSSmCnt, tO determine the

character and the壷nificance of the Augl」St Revolution, tO Outlinc

its future development and, lastly・ tO PrOPOSe tO Our COmPatriots the

immediatc main tasks necessary to thc rcalisation of national読deクc”一

d牢でe, freedom and haク所的・

At che present time, there are pcople who have not lo§t a drop

of sweat for血e revolution, Or Who have acted and are ac`ting as

traitors) Who try to deny the importance of the August Revolution.

They pretcnd that our people did not have to struggle very hard

and that power fell into their hands by αchance,,・ In face of this

reactionary point of view, We have only to recall the車laSeS Of our

l)eOPle・s struggle in the Great National Salvation Movement agalnSt

the Japanese Fascists as well as in the August General Insurrection

of 1945. We stress particu】arly the leading role and organlSlng WOrk

of the Indochinese Communist Party and the Viet Minh Front as

Ⅵ′e11 as their skilful tactics in the preparatory period leading up to

the insurrec〔ion.

We outline the dctails of this path to salvation and way of build-

ing the country at this stage, ‘he glorio“∫ Palh maククed ou〃or oタ`r

タcoタ′e by Pre∫iden’Ho Chi M夙the way to check the pelicy of



†he French co」oniaho which is a申e)' O上ggrcssIOn∴and 。f

細CCCS諒encro種でhme躯in∴the n晶只「車間and n手品ision肌」

d∝cPぐi。職in琉e担tical one.

The August Genera=nsurrection言ikc thc Grcat Naしional Salv種-

【ion Mov帥en章agains‥he Japanぐ光fascis-S, 、VaS負i軸でuggl…柾h

had a variety of forms∴and was rich in content. This book dces not

PrCten。 to contain the flun StO「〉▼ Of it8 manifold expcrienccs. We

hope tha‥he fighters in∴Our rC、Olutionar)▼ mO‘′ement Will (lraw

fur〔her lessollS from晶子trcasur) Of cxpericncc∴and compIcment

In any casc’the following pages will be of some use if they

SuCCCCd in strengthening ine reader,s fait吊n the∴SuCCesS Of thf

task of mtiona上beratiol一, a【、d help him to一}ndcrstilnd his c詰c

(曜s berter’and to correc〔ly mder輔nd the I)Olicy advocated b).

thc communists in oし1r∴CO…ltry for he l)reSen〔 period and the

Marxist-Leninist metho(ls of m刷iing thc msses, adapted to

the∴Situation in Viet Nam.

Thc AしIguSt Revolution ‘VaS Of a dec.isive character, but it ¥棚

onl), thc first grea白・ic〔ory of the na〔iom=iberation movemcnt.

Ⅵ「c shall have to fjght harder bat〔1es to safcguard our l証oIlal

indelうendencc, SOVerelgnty and territori:正nt函ty, tO COnS。1idat。 。u,

democratic rcpし曜an reglme and ro ac塙e tota】 independencc.

The §〔ruggIc for na'iona用bcraしion is extremely hard, but it∴ s

如re tO aChieve co【nPletc vic〔o「y. We fi「mly belicve this and now

invitc thc reader to review with u§ Our rCCCnt heroic §truggle so as

to prepare for fu〔l-rC Struggles.

Hanoi) Scptember 29, 1946

TRU.dNG-CH I N手I

CHAP丁ER I

A GLORI0US PA(;用]N OUR †HSTORY

TIIE HIGH TID鴨　OF THE ANTI-JAPAN鴨SE MOVEMENT

On March 9, 1945, thc Japanesc fascists swept血c Frcnch

coIonialists out of thc political arena in lnd∝hina. In less

lhan twcnty-four hours the French coIonialist§ laid down

their arm§ and surrendered to the Japane§e in a11 the main

towns. Some Frcnch lmits scuttled to thc frontiers. Othcrs,

in Cao Bang and Bac Cl‘n’made an attempt to cooperatc

With the Libcralion Arm)′ in the fight against the Japal頂C

fascists. In Bac Can, a “Franco-Vietnamesc resistance com-

mittec agains‥he Japancse fascists’’was organized. B‘lt

aftcr a time, the French left us and flcd to Chinal. It can

be said that thc French troop§ in Indochina did not resi§t

庇Japanese, and that血c Rcsistancc was∴solely our

PeOPle,s work・

On the very nigh〔 of March 9’the Standing Bureau of

the Central Committee of the Indochinese Commし一nist Party

decided to launch a fuGreat National Salvadon Movement

l. A刷Ough入ノ(ajoでRcu=n Cao Ral-g and Iノic`lしenant I)ontichc in Bac Can

ordcrc‘一their trc型s to coopcratc “-ith thc Iノiberation Army言t ‘‘′aS rathcr to

a、、Oid being (liゝ種rmCd by oしIr forces than to carry on tl-C Strし駆lc agains=[一e

】霜p亀ncsc諒永くS・ Tha‥、・a§ ≠・h)・直y鎚d bぐでのrc胴ging e、竹上a 、ingl亡b油e

o農　our sidc.



against the Japanese Fascists’’1 at a meeting held at Tu Son

(Bac Ninh province)声bout 20km. from Hanoi・

The next day’in the Hoang Hoa Tham resistancc zone

(High and Middle Regions of northem-Viet Nam), the

guerrillas took isola〔ed posts by storm’and disamed a

mmber of Frenclh soldiers and of Bao An2 units to pre博nt

their ams from falling into thc hands of the Japanese;

they attacked the Japanese troops moving along the roads

from Tuycn Quang to Thai Nguyen and from Bac Can

to cao Bang provinces’harassed them even in the Bac Can

provincial capital, and launched sudden attacks against their

base at Cho Chu, etC... In northem and central Viet Nam’

thousands of Japanese paddy stores were stomed by thc

people and their stocks of rice distributed to the poor. In

this way thc famine was relieved by revolutionary mean§・

In Bac Giang’Thai Nguyen’Bac Can and other provinces・

peasants rose up’Seized and distributed land held by the

Japancse and French.

Most of the attacks on paddy stores became armed parades

and dcmonstrations. Ar山cd Viet Minh militants addressed

the ma?SeS at CroSS-rOads and in market-Placcs to win them

over to the national cause. The illusion that血e Japanese

fasci§tS COuld be useful to us, that they had come to free

us, etC. WaS firmly dispelled among the masses and in the

revolutionary ranks. In the main towns’Picked units of the

¥/ie亡Minh Front, OPerating under the noses of thc Japanesc

troops, ki11ed d種ngerous traitors and predatory Japanese

1. See dircctive of the Standing Bし1rCau Of the Ind∝hinesc Communist Party

of 12 Marcl、 1945 : `・The Japancsc _ Frcrtch clash and our action’’・

2. Bao An : PuPPet tr∞P§・

officer§, SOWing confusion and fear in the ranks of血c Jap-

ane§C fascist§ and their lackcys. SeIfdefcnce units or guer孤la

tcams dcvelopcd q`lickly cverywhcre. Evcryonc was in a

fevcr to gct hold of any kind of weapon so as to be rcady

to hurl himself at the enemy at the fir§t OPPOrtunity. People,s

Revolutionary Committces were sct up in thc rcglOnS COn-

trolled by the guerillas‘ In other zone§, Liberation Com-

mittees sprang up like mushroom§・ They led the masses in

the preparations for the gencral insurrection, and trained

them in thc∴eXerCise of power.

The Revolution was gaining incredible momentum. PreJ

in§urrCCtionary antlCIPatlOn PreVailed evcrywhcre, arOuSlng

thc∴Cnthusiasm of members of national salvation organiza-

tions and winning over even thc wavering elemcnt§・

In April, thc Revolutionary Military Confercnce of Bac Ky

(northcrn Viet Nam) held in Hiep Hoa, Bac Giang, drcw

up a plan for unifying the people,s armed forces’made

PrCParations fo=hc gencral insurrection, Carricd out l∝al

insurrection§ and set up血c High Command of血e Libcra-

tion Army ln nOrthem Viet Nam.

The free zone was officia皿y establishcd by decision of the

COnf⊂rCnCe Of cadrcs from thc∴Six provinccs of Cao Bang’

Lang Son, Ha Giang, Bac Can, Tuyen Quang and Thai

Nguyen, COnVCned by the Viet Minh General Committee in

June. It included the territory of these six province§, and

mified血e various reg10nS Placed under the control of the

rcvolutionary powcr.

The new Viet Nam came into being.

The people’s revolutionary committces adopted forceful

measures to suppres§ thc various forms of oppression and
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cxpIoitation by the fa§Ci§t militarists, break ihe colonialist

chains and iraprove the people,s living conditions. A parし

。f n。r血.m Viet Nam was eifectivcly controlled弓the

revolutionary powcr, and this situation provided the August

Gen⊂ral In§urrCCtion with extremely favourable condition§ at

From June onward㍉he A11ied air forccs launchcd mas§ivc

a置tacks against )平皿・

At th。 P。tSdam Conference in July the Sovict Union

decidcd to participate in thc war against Japan. The Viet

Minh General Committcc, headed by Comrade Ho Chi Minh’

speeded up the convcnlng Of the Natioml Congre§S. But,

becau§e Of difficl置lties of communications, the Congress could

not be held in the liberated‘zonc until August’at the vcry

moment of thc Japanese capitulation.

On August 9’the Soviet Red Army launched a tempe§t-

ueus attack on Manchuria, and within six days, the crack

Japane§e.Kwantung. Army was destroyed. The survivors

surrendered.

This decisivc victory of the Soviet Amy sealed血c fate

of the Japanese fascists’and it was the Soviet Union that

actually liberated all peoples s叫ectcd to Japanese appression.

Japan・s position bccame hopcless. It was thcn that the

Communist Party’Whicll WaS holding its National Congress

at the time, decided to launch the general insurrection and

to found the democratic republican regime in Viet Nam-

The Viet Mi血General Committee wa§ Set uP lmmediately.

悶

A=he, neWS Of thc imminent unconditional surrcnder寅

Japan, this Committec on the night of Augu年13 gave the

order to launch thc gcneral insurrcction.

Thc PeopIc’s Congrcss was convened at Tan Trgto village;

Tuyen Quang province, in the` free zone on che morning

of Augus=6. More than 60 dclegates from big( and §ma職

nationalities and of all political convictions in、 our COuntrty;

gathered in an atmosphere電friehdship and great enthusi」

asm, aPPrOVed血c Vict Minh General C云mmittce,s ord宙

for gcneral insurrection’decided upon -the domesdc and

forcign pol王cies of thc rcvolutionary power’and appointed

the Na-tioml JCommilttee for the Liber机ion df Viet Nam言.e.

the Provisional Govemment of the Democratic Rcpublic of

Vict Nam.

After many years of pcrilous percginations and Clandestine

acti‘′ities, Coinradc Ho Chi Minh appeared before thc peaple:s

〔lclegates for the first time.

Because the.PcopIc‘s Congress opened immediately after

the gcncral insurrection order had bccn launchcd’it had to

hold a ``lightning’’session to allow the delegate§ tO retum

to their rcglOnS ・luickly and lead thc decisivc struggle togetト

er with the local militants. (In fact, SOme delegates bound

for the Congress rcceived the order to tum back_as early

as Augus=O)・

During this historic Congr?SS’thc Ind∝hinese Communist

Party advocated an extrcmely judicious policy : Jo Icad庇

m餌竹in in∫u解毒on in ordeγ〆o巌がm庇Iatm帥beforc

thc, aI7毒al o声んc誰1i訪/orfC∫ in /ndoc巌a ; ;0 “ノrC,∫tタOu′Cγ

加m thc I岬mC∫e anれhわめ0約md〆切′,伽ihど



歓)

“申先主タoタ〃α, !0砂eltom庇A〃融Io予で“で0のめgめ

訪am枕laタanc∫e加Oク∫ ∫iaiio〃d in Indoc巌a・

In n一merOuS Place§・ the Viet Minh militant§ toOk advan-

tage of thc cxtrc)ne COnfusion of thc Japancsc forccs’Who

wcre consciqus of 〔hcir imminent dcfeat, and implemnting

心e instructions given by the Communist Party on March 12,

took thc initiative to lead the people to rise up and seizc

povyer cvcn before recciving the general insurreぐ〔ion order :

from August ll to 15’Victorious insurrections took placc

in a]most a11 provinces of Bac Bo and northcm T則ng Bo’

in the mral areas of Quang Ngai, Khanh Hoa, (southem

Trung Bo) and My Tho, Sa Dec (Nam Bo)・ Several Japancse

po§tS・in the vicinitv of thc free zonc were ovcrrun on August

14 and 15. On August 16, the ncw§ Of the Japanese surrendcr

bcgan to spread rapidly. In all provinccs’huge Public mcct-

1ng§ aCCOmPanied by armed demonstration§ Were held in

the st重さets and along the roads. A great number of factories

and p品lic officcs ceascd work. The gold-S〔arred red flag

was seこn wavlng eVeryWhere. Many armed demonstrations

were transfomcd into sudden attack§ On Japanese pasts.

On August 17 and 18, hundrcds of tho`一§ands of people

d⊂mOnStrated in Hanoi. A g⊂n⊂ral political strike began.

The Viet Minh dclegates called on the masses to seize power.

On August 19, the e皿tire capital rose up. The Bao An troops

and pelice detachments were §ymPathetic to the rcvolutionary

force§. Thc insurrectioml forccs headed by vanguard detach-

men亡s・of youths and worker§ and led by Viet Minh cadres’

stormed the palace where the Imr壷al Dclegate had been

reqiding. The latter had組ed with his lackeys. The Viet Minh

proclaimcd the foundation of the provi§ional revol‘ltionary

2l

powぐr. Faced with血e irresist鉦lc grow▼血of the rewhution-

ary movement of thc∴entire uni〔ed nation and people,

Bao Dai abdicated. Thc Tran Trong Kim pu騨ret gOVemment

surrendcred. Thc. Viet Miu血General Commitくec sent their

delcgates to H`le tO reCCivc the king,s abdication.

THE BIRTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

A fcw days latcr, almost all mcmbers of de National Com-

m誼ec for thc Liber秘don of Viet Nam mct in Hanoi. In

COnfQrmity wi・th血e ncw situation,血e Committec was

rcLformed to include some non-Parry PerSOnalities and ton-

Stitu㌣ a PrOVisiond govcmment of national union prc§ided

OVCr by Ho Chi Minh. On August 29∴1945, a detachmem

df the. Liberation Army from the resist狐Ce ZOne∴Cntered

Hanoi and wa§ hailed by the血undcrous ovation 'Of an

en血usiastic crowd. On Septcmbef 2, Pre§ide競Ho Chi Minh

appeared・before the paple in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh square, wherc

500,000 pcople gathered in a huge mceting to hcar庇免rst

Presidcnt of new Vict Nam read　心e Proclama〔ion of

Indcpendencc of血e Dcmocratic Republic of Vict Nam to

血e Vietnamesc peaple∴and to lthc world.

On' Scptcinber 23言古million of our toinpatriots demon-

Strated in the’、str誼s of Saigon-ChoIon. 1hi Nam ’Bo

(southem Viet Nam) Administrative Committee wa§ founded,

and Vanguard Youth and militia uni〔s seized power in血e

ProVinccs and uni〔ed to form the revolutionary troop§ Of the

South of new Viet Nam.

_In血e cities _and the rural area§, from血e delta to血c

mountainous reglOn§, Peaplc’s Revolutionary Committecs
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Were -elected one after another and completely super§eded

血e corrupt administrative machincry of mandarins and

notables. Within le§S血an fifteen days, the peopIc,s rcvolu-

tionary administrative machinery had been esrablishcd from

the ccntral to thc Iocal lcvcl;

The prison doors were opened and politica! prisoncrs and

a n型ber of common o血mders were rdcased by the revolu-

tionay power ; but trai〔ors wcre punishcd. Poll-taXeS WerC

あoliched. The former fiscal regime wa§ gradually modified.

Land rents wcre reduced by 25% and communal ricerfelds

distributcd more equitably∴The French industrial entcrprlSeS,

in the.hands of rhe Japane§e SilnCC March 9, 1945, PaSSed

into the control of thc new powcr and wcre temporarily

managed by the workers. Dcmacratic rights were proclaimed

for all citizens and cquali〔y was to be practi§ed regardles§

Of nationality or §CX. The dem∝ratic republican rcglmC With

為new dcm∝ratic∴Charac〔er・ PcoPle,s dem∝raCy’had been

established. Vic【namese re§iden〔s in Laos helpcd Lao patriots

Se〔 uP POWer for thc Lao people.

The∴entire Vietnamcsc pcople rose up with inconceivable

S〔reng[h, di中heir utmos[ to break thc yoke imposcd by the

Japanese fascists, and made determined progres§・ Side by

Sidc wi血the peopIcs of China and Korea, thcy marched in

the vanguard of the liberation movement of the pcoples in

章he Far Ea§t.

Pcople’s powcr had hardly been establishcd in Vict Nam

Whcn thc British forces and rhosc of the Chine§C Kuomintang

Came tO Ind∝hina to disarm血e Japanc§C trOOPS On the

ordcr of thc Suprcmc Allicd Command. The Frcneh coIo-

nialists in Indochina, Who had §urrCnder仁d to血c Japanesc,

now relied on the Bri〔i9h forces as they prcparcd fcvcri§hly

to rccover their former position.

The most activc among血e French JCOloniali§tS WCre Pre-

ciscly those fascists of the Petain -Decoux clique who had

formerly been thc most zcalou§ lackeys of the Japanese.

Armed and protccted by the British force§・ thc French

coIonialis〔s laundhed their attack and occupied Saigon on

Sep〔cmber 23. Our pcopIc rcplied by force of arms・ and our

heroic re§i§tanCe began from chat moment. Since that time’

our compatriots in southem Viet Nam have∴Cndurcd hard

trials and sacrifice§, Starting a libcration war which has

enhanced the prcstige of our peopIc i「n the in〔cmational arena

and sct a good cxampIc to thc nations of thc Far East.

The Dong Nail land, OnCe drenched with血e blood of

the colonialist aggrcssors when thcy landcd in our country

for血e first timc, has today bccome thc strong bulwark

of the Fatherland. Herocs such as Truong Cong D血・

Nguyen Trung True, Nguyen HuJ Huan and others §aCri-

ficcd them§elvcs to savc心c country ncarly one hundred year§

ago, and continuing their tradition・ their desccndant§ are

today in the vanguard of the figrt for thc frccdom and

independence of our peopIc.

In rcvi⊂Wing thc history of thc Augu§t Revolution, SOme

rrmarks should be madc :

Nam政) (00uthern Vict Na調)
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First of al恒he triun呼h of血e August Revolution was

duc 〔O血e two following subjective and o咋ctivc condition§ :

Subjective condition : Our entire pc垂were united a.。und

血e Vict Minh Fron亡Which was led by血e Indochinese Q)m-

munist Party. Thc proIctarian class exercised t'his leadership

alone・ wi血out sharing i亡Wi血any other class. This mcans

that血e revolutionary forccs of our peaple were not scattcred,

血at there werc no rivalrics or in〔ernal conflicts among them

(excapt in some insignifica皿t.cases)・ and血at at血c decisiYe

moment,血ey could be gathered undcr thc Icader§hip of a

§i・ngle organization to launch a direct and massive attack

agalnS〔 enemy lines.

Objcctivc condition : World War II created an extrcmely

favourable opportunity for血e Victnamese people ‥血c ene-

mies of ′thc Vietnamese revolution, the Japanese and French

fa§Cists・ fought each other. After overthrowing the French,

血c Japanese wcre ・血emselves ’defeated by the Soyiet Red

Army. That was enough for血e Vietnamcse pcople to bc able

to fe11血em with a single blow and to seizc power.

Ye巾owever favourable血e objectivc conditions may have

bcen, they could not have led to triumph without good

Subjective conditions∴Tha〔 was a fact.

B⊂Sidcs’thc Augus〔 Insurrection was a real peaple's rcvoIu-

tion. The Vietnamese people lhad to struggle agalnSt the

Japanesc fa§Cists in valiant combat and with arms in th。ir

hands to regain thcir national indcpendence. Immediately

af〔cr血is’they had to shed much blood to defcnd血eir

frccdom. It was by血e Augus[ Revolution thait血e dictatorial

fascist regime∴and the monarchy were owhthrown and血c

dcm∝ratic republican reglme Set uP. 1Comrade Thorcz said

judiciously :
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・` History tcaches u§血at a revoludon has many particular

fcatures, the most importan〔 of which i§血c powerful upri§ing

of血c masses Who take their fate into血eir own hands and

pave庇way to p重og丁css・’’宣

Was that an important characteri§tic of血e Au糾s〔 Revolu一

(ioo上既で書a血y・



CHAPTER II

TACTICS OF THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS

IN THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

It is impossible 〔o speak of the Augu§t Revolution without

StreSSing thc role of its Icading corc, thc Indochinese Com-

munist Party. Thc favourable circumstances alone were not

enough to assure vic〔Ory. A correct policy and approprlate

tactics were al§O needed∴The triumph of the general insur-

rection of Augus[ 19, 1945, Wa§ nOt due to mere∴Chance.

From 1940, the IndochilnCSC rCVOlutionaries were facing two

new fact§ :血e world wa§ tOm by war, the Indochincse

PeOPIc were oppressed and expIoited by the double yoke of

the Japanese and French fa§Cis〔s. The nationa=iberation

POlicy advo甲cd by thc Vict Mi血Front in 'the period sprang

f重om血esc　章wo fac〔or§.

The war threw the antagonism be〔ween the two bclligerent

CamPS into sharp relicf. The doublc Japanese and Frcnch

yokc unitcd rich and poor・ equally hurt and humiliated, in

血e same hatred and thc samc struggle agains亡血c common

Cnemy. At thc same timc・ thc∴COnflicting in.terests of the

Japane§e and French who mled I'ndochina ‘together, CauSed a

VioIcnt collision between thcm. Onc of 'thc main tactics

adop〔cd by thc Indochinese Communist Party and the

vict Minh Front in tho§e yCarS COnSisted in餌Iy exploiting

証§ Situatibn・

Thus the foreign policy of庇Ind∝hine§e Communist

party and thc Viet Minh Front was based on thc rcalization

that anti-fasci§t forces throughout the world were allics of the

victnamese peOPle’and conscquently thc dcci§ion to §ide

withou〔 reSerVe With the anti-fasci§t CamP.

In its domestic policy, the Indochincse Communist Party

organizcd the difierent strata of the people into a na〔ional

liberation fronらthc Vict Minh Front. The programme of

this Front assured址protcction of human and civil rights

and of property ri軸vs, rCSPCCt for private propcrty・ dcmocratic

libcrties, equality between natiomlitie§ and thc §CXC§・ Wi血

the aim of bringing about upity of thc whole peopIc against

the Japancse and Frcnch fascists. In view of thc concre〔e

conditions of rhe rcvolution in Indochina’血e Indochinese

communist Party, PrOmOter and leadcr of the Vict Minh

Front, lcft血e watchword “ agrarian revolution ’’out of it§

programme (deciding, for thc /PrCSen時Ot 'tO COnfiscatc land

held by landlords), and this with aview to making a di蝕en-

tiation between types of la坤ords and winning a number of

血em ovcr 'tO the anti-impcrialist cause・ Widening the united

national front in the struggle for indcpcndencc. This Front

was to comprlSe WOrkers, PCas餌m. mCmbcr§ Of血e pctty-

bourgcoisie∴and evcn the national bourgeoisie’and includc

patriotic parsonalities sprung from thc lan(llord class・

Besides this, the Indochinesc Communist Party paid par-

ticular attcntion to dcveloping and consolidating thc pcasant§’

and workcrs・ organizations ltO glVe a SOlid basc to thc rIational

uni〔ed fron`t, and wagcd a determined struggle agalnSt Pro-

French and pro-Japanese traitor§・
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On血c onc hand,血e Party fully exploited the contradic-

tions betwecn the two enemies of our pcaple -血e Japanese

fascists and Freneh coIonialists in Ihd∝hina - tO give thc

revolutionary movement a vlgOrOus impulsc and on thc o血er

hand, it tried every means to i§Olatc血e Japancsc and

F重c皿ch fascist§.

When血e fascists uscd’repressive mこasures not only agaln§t

Vietnamese revoludonaries but al§O agalnSt PrOgreSSive demo-

Cratic Frenchmen, the Party undcrtock to win ovcr these

FでenCh progressivcs ltO its cause, Or at least to induce them

to adapt a neutral attitudc in order ltO increase it§ OWn forces

in the struggle∴again§t the Frcnch and Japanese fasci§tS.

When血e French had bcen ovcr血rown by the Japane§C and

Were nO Ionger really dangerou§ enemies血e‘ Party strove

to貰omote unity of action with every French element ready

‡0 ㌫mg緋agai皿s亡血eすapancse fascists.‾

’In brief’血e Party always kept its sights on.the principal

enemy, the “conc聖immedi証e enemy ” of血e Re読lution,

doing its best to dcprive the∴enemy. Of his supporters md

to find n訪aIlies・ neVer dcviating, frbm thc aim of thc

n牛tiona=iberation revolu‘tion.

The Party had correctly foreseen that血e Japanesc and

French wquld inevitably ¥CO事ne into ccnflict, and had decidcd

to ch肇e享S tactics∴at OnCe Should this happen and irpmc-

diately launch thF general inshrrec。on.

After dpe coxp d{tat of March 9, 1945,串u Party accord-

ingly launched a vast gueri11a movement to seizc Iocal power

露9

and organized a main rc§istancc basc against the Japane§C

in an arCa in thc highlands and midland§ Of nor血crn

viet Nam. At血c∴SamC time it changcd its slogans. and

forms of propaganda’Organization and ・S【ruggle so as to

mobilize the masses more∴Ca§ily and rapidly lead血cm

towards insurrcction.

At thi§ time, thc basic∴aim of prquganda consistcd in

unmasking thc hypocrisy of the Japancsc fa§Cists and mili-

tarists and in dc§trOylng a11 illusion§ about血e cxpediency

of using the Japanese and coapcrating wi血血em wi血a

vicw to obtaining “r⊂foms,, w姐in the負framework of

legality,,・・・ Such ideas only §owCd confusion among血e

peopIc about the Japanese and thcir lackcy§・

The propaganda used at血at time took血e ordinary form

of speeches in fac〔orics, SChooIs’markct§・ and p謝ic thor-

oughfares and de formation of mobile sh∝k tcam§ who

put up flags, bamers∴and po§tCrS and distribu亡ed rcvolu-

亡io皿a重y litcra(urc・

A highcr form of propaganda was `` armed propaganda ”

including armed demonstrations and gucrilla activitics.

A§ for agitation work・ it dealt wi血the vital problem for

thc masses臆chccking famine - by lcading血c mas§eS in

the seizure of Japanese rice stock§ ;血ese actions could be

transformcd into armed demonstration§ When the siltuation

The general form of struggle was血e armcd demonstra-

tion. A 'higher fom used at血i§ time was guerilla activity

whercver the topography of血e country wa§ favourable, and

yet another was血e elimination of traitors in town and

country by special §quad§・
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``provisional organizations ,, wcre used with great skill

to set up Iocal power; national-Salvation and conbat se虹

defence groups∴and. militia guerilla tcams or.squads were

Organized and dcvelpped.

The general organizational forms at血at moment were

血e national-Salvation associations and the - national_Salvation

and comba〔 Self-defencc group§・

The higher forms were the Viet Nan National Libcration

Committec -　血at is, the Provisional Govemment; the

Pcople’s Revolution叩Committces, and the Liberation Com-

mittees : the§e Committees had in ndministrative’POlitical

and military charactcr (a pre-gOVemmental charac〔er,血at is).

WOrkcd in a specific period’Parallel to the local administrative

Organi§m§ foundcd by the Japane§e, and wcrc [ransformed

into local official admini§tra〔ive organizations after the general

in§urreCtion ; and lastly' the National Insurrection Committce,

chc Action Commi〔tee for each part of ‘the country or each

locali亡y during thc decisivc hours, etC.

In brief’血e ,tacties of the Party from March to August

1945 had the following characteristic§ :

Firs[ : tQ e】平loit ‘the situation created by the Japanese coup

de force (March 9, 1945) fully and at the corrcct time, in order

to lcad血e masses immediately to new forms of struggle and

Organization of a ’higher level, tO abandon old inethods, nOt tO

Sit back with arms folded in face of the new situation言n other

WOrd§, tO know thc importance of :

“ Bringing to血e fore precisely those foms of struggle and

Organization which are best §uited to the conditions prevailing

at a given moment during the ebb or flow of the movemenlt

and which therefore can facilitate and ensure the progress

of the masses to thc revolutionary positions, Of l血e millions to

the revolutionary front, and ‘thcir dispo融on on血at front. ” 1

In fact, forms of §truggle∴SuCh as armcd propaganda・

demons〔rations followed by displays ’of force, Sudden attacks

agains〔 isolated pos[s and cvcn somc district ccntrcs in the

del〔a and midlands言uppression of zealous agents of the

Japこ`neSe fa§Cists, Organizatiori of people’s militia units evcn

outside guerilla zones・ CtC.` Were SO many bold actions show-

ing thc flcxible character of thc Party,s tactics. The§e taCtics

sowcd confusion in thc encmy ranks’devdopcd the spirit

of struggle and the initiative of the masses’WOn OVe‥he

waverers and rapidly spread the movement for national

salvation all ove=hc country.

Second : in any glVen Situation・ to determine the funda-

mental task requlrlng lmmediate ful創ment in ord⊂r tO COn-

cen〔rate On aCCOmPlishing it at any cost, becausc this is the

be t l ray Of advancing the movement.

1The Japanese coup of March 9・ 1945, broke out when the

famine was cau§ing frightful ravages among the population.

Hundreds of thousands of pcopIc starved beside granaries

fu11 of rice belonging to the Japanese and the French. A

task of the greatest importance for the communist and

viet Minh cadres at that moment was 〔O lead the∴armed

masses in seizing Japanese rice stores and French conces-

sions full of stocks of agricultural producc. The result was

血at organized and unorganized masses were inspired to take

an active part in血e movement against the Japancse’SO that

the more actively they s〔ruggled’'thc more couscious they

l. Stnlin -舟i諦タ短oI Lα定演m・
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became of cheir own strcng血and血c morc cIcarly dey §aW

血c重cal facc of血e cnemy・

It was thanks to the§e attacks on granarics and coIonialist

Plantations that血e national salvation movcmcnt could be

dcvckyed,血e peaple armed and the se虹defence brigades

foundcd’CVen Whcre the movemcnt had never been organ-

ized・ and Liberation Cbmmittees sct up ln numerOu§ PrOV-

inecs, a11 in a shor〔 SPa∝ Of 〔ime. As Stalin said :

“The point here i§ tO §ingle out from a11 the problems

confronting the Party that particular immcdiatc problcm,

the answer to which cons亡iltuteS血e central point’and血e

SOlution of which will ensure血e succc§§ful solution of血e

O血er immediatc problems. 7”

Third : tO uSe `` transitory organizational forms " according

to血e situation’Sush as Rcvolutionary PeopIc’s comminees,

Revolutionary Workers, Committees, Local Liberation Com-

mittecs, Vict Nan National Liberation Committec. The aim

WaS PrOgrCS§ivcly to gam On Cnemy POWer and paralyze its

admi血istra。ve machine. Thesc organizations were very effcc-

tive. They gave the peaple血e opportunity to realizc univer§al

Su瓜oge∴anq become acquainted wi血administrative afhirs・

led them to as§ume maStery OVCr their own destiny hence-

forth, brcak血eir chains themselve§ and ameliorate血cir

虹ing conditions by revolutionary mcan§, nOt Paylng any

auention 〔O the administration of血e Japanese fascists and

their lackeys. These “ transitory organizations " mobilizcd

the masses and cneouraged thcm to participate in the revolu-

tionary strugglc ; they extended血e national united front

against the Japanese to its broadest point and created血e

賞. Stalin - P高批i〆′∫ OI L訪高柳・

bases for :l nCW Viet Nam. After the August Gencral Insur-

rcction, the 】iberation committees b∝ame real administrativc

organs. To use PeopIc,s Committces and Liberation Com-

mittecs as springboards for direct transiltion to the dem∝ratic

rcpublican reglme’WaS an CXtremely interesting characteri§tic

of t】le COmmmist tactics in thc pre-insurrcctionary period・一

Wasn,t the triumph of the August Rcvolution due in great

part to the intelligcnt and correct leadership of血e Party?
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Revolution i§血e work of the masses. But in 。rder to

develop血eir potentialities ltO the f皿, thc′・ masses must

be mobilized・ Organized and led by a genuinely revolu-

tio皿ary par亡y・

The victory of血e August Revolution was due in great

Part to血e correct lcadership of the Indochinese Communist

Party, tO Lthe work of organization and preparation by

the Party and the Viet Minh during the pre-insurrectionary

period・

In no rcvolution does vic〔ory come by i〔self; One muSt

PreParC it’Win i亡・ How did the Party preparc and win the

victory of the August Revolution? It skilfully exploited

favourableふditions created by thc war in thorough pre-

Paration of the insurrection. Here is the outline of this

PrCPara亡ion ・

On the one hand’tO unify the peaple’§ reVOlutionary forccs,

to mobiIlize the peaple’to Stimulate the patriotic ardour

Of the people, tO COnSOlidate the di任erent national-Salvation

Organizations’tO lead the people in the struggle agalnSt White

terror and for the defenee of rights and interests of血eir

daily lives.

on血e other hand, tO dcvdop para-mhitary and military

organizations such as血e se雌fcnce and guerilla groups,

to train mi上itary a`nd political cadrcs’tO ProrurC armS・ tO

establish resistance∴ZOneS, tO Carry Out PrOPaganda among

cnemy soldicrs, 〔O train thc people for dcstruction work

and血c tactics of scorched car血, etC.? to launch gucrilla

w証are and scize pewer in di紐ercnt localities・

The docunents of the Party and the Viet Minh Front

such as Preparations for血e Armcd Insurrcction・ Activc

Prcparations for血c Insurrection・ Ge〔.Arms to Expel血e

Common Enemy∴Towards the General lnsurrcction,血c

parxphlets teathing gue皿a tactics ctc.’PrOVe that, bcsides

psychoIogical prcparations・ WC Paid especial attcntion to血e

ma〔erials one. The Party realized cIcarly that血e spirit of

sacrificc is necessary but not enough to ensure血c succcss

of a rcvolution ; meticulous material preparaJtion is also

needed,血at is to say military preparation : Setting up ba§CS’

orga皿izing -the regular army’rCgional troops and militia-

guerilla§, arming血c 'trOOPS and血e peaplc.

As carly as the end of 1941’血e Party founded two bases’

one in Bac Son-Dinh Ca (Lang Son-Thai Nguyen), and

種nother in Cao Bang-Bac Can. The ¥γiet Nam National

Salvation Army bom at thc time of血e Bac Son insurrection

(October 1940), developed in the course of eight months

of guerilla warfare waged in Di血Ca and Tr狐g Xa (August

194l -Apri=94Z), and in the∴SeCOnd armed struggle in

Dinh Ca (at thc end of 1944). The Viet Nam Propaganda

Br王gade for Liberation wa§ founded during the struggle

against white terror in Viet Bac (1941-1945)・ In Apri1

1945, thesc ltWO armies were unified and became the Viet Nam
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Liberation Årmy. After the Japancse∴COuP de force, the

Ba To (Quang Ngai province) insurrcction gave birth to

another guerilla brigade. Thesc foma.tions playcd an

extremely important role in血c upsurge of thc antiJapanes⊂

movemen〔 fomadonal salvatio虹a.nd in the August Gencral

王nsurrection.

A noteworthy fcature of the activitics of the Party m

PreParing for the amed insurr∝tion is血at i亡madc血e

masse§ COnSCiou§ Of the praparations and led them to active

Participation in it. At the same time the militay action of

gucrilla brigadcs was cIoscly coordinatcd with the political

action of the masses, SO cha‥he latter’While resisting the

〔error and struggling for血e defencc of thcir right§ and

immediate intercsts, might feel the necessity of taking up

arms to win power. The struggles against the concentration

of village§, arreStS, requisitions of paddy, forced enlistment

and conscription of labourers, food crop destruction for the

Cul亡ivation of jute, the pillage of markets, etC., h:lStenCd

the armmg and training of the masses for a bold march

towards　血e insurrection.

Mcticulou§ and principled preparation was a majOr gOOd

POint of the August Revolution.

The victory of an insurreotion depends not only on careful

PreParation’but also on its 'timely launching.

As we have seen, the August Revolution broke out at

a very favourable juncture.

紳

If thc gcneral insurrection had brokcn out immcdiatcly

庇r血e Japanesc∴COuP de force on March 9・ 1945・ the

Rcvolution could have lost much and power could not /have

bcen e§tablished all over the counlt重y, be⊂auSC [hc Japancse

forccs’Still strong at that moment’WOuld have becn able to

dcs【roy the revolutiomry force§ Where血ey were. That is

why o巾partial in§ureCtions werc launched in small areas’

to conquer local powcr. Howcver’if our peopl⊂ had waitcd

passively after the Japanese surender for the Ahicd forces

to comc∴and ・・liberate,, thcm, Without rlSlng lmmCdiately

to win power all over thc country’What would have happen-

ed? Two possibilitic§ eXisted : either血e Japanese lackey§

would have comc onto the stage to solemnly boast of

・`having no more links wi〔h the Japanese* and to parade

themselves as the i昂fenders of indapcndencc and demo-

cracy㌔ not for liberating thc people’but for surrendering

to the Anglo-Åmerican§・ Or the French would have tried

to raise their heads :`galn’gather the rcmnants of their forces

in Indochina, Call back thc dchris of the troops who had

fl。d abroad in March 1945 and this would have.allowed

thcm to found a puppet governmen〔 OVer thc whole country

with thc participation of the pro-French traitors’and to

declare that they had implementcd the Proclamation of

March Z4, 1045, and given autonomy to Indochinal.

Both these cventualities would have created equally fatal

consequences for our country.

l. It “・aS Onl)∵‘fter the Frcnch surrcndcr in Ind∝fiina tllat th⊂ de G種u11e

霊書誌霊豊叢業.欝荒露盤
no Iongcr l】ad thc slightcst bit of authority in Ind∝hina.
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But fortunately the Party had led the peopIc’s §truggle for

national salvation and e鯖ectively crcated favourablc∴COn-

ditidns fo=he victory of thc August Revolution. And ju§t

before the Japane§e dcfeat (August 13, 1945), it issued orders

for thc general insurrection to conquer pr)Wer from thc Jap-

anese without thc Icast hcsitation or wcakncs§, tO Organize

pe叫e’s powt‘r, ind thank§ tO the revolutionary force§ of

the masses to rcysc‥he bait of ``autonomy,, dangled by

thc French !

Thc leadcrs of the August Revolution had ``choscn thc

right moment for thc decisive blow’the right momcnt for

Star〔ing the insurrcction, and so timed it as to coincide with

thc momeⅡt When thc crisis has rcached i〔s climax’When

it is f皿y apparent that the vanguard is prepared to fight

to thc end’the reserves are prepared to support thc vanguard’

and maximum consternation rclgnS in the ranks of thc

Cnぐmy,, 1・

Promptitude and timeliness’that is another good point of

the August Rcvolution, Which brokc out at just血c right

mOmCnし　　　▲

The victory of the August Revolution was al§O due to thc

unity of the whole pcople and thc ma§§e§, uprising.

Thc Augu§t Rcvolution did induce thc great majority of

心e pcople to rise up and con?Pletdy paralyze de reactionary

置・ S融n一助班毎Ie,〆L〆高料∫桝.

。cments. This is a fact of grcat inportance. If thc gencral

insurrcc〔ion had not invoIved血c whoIc peopIc :

First, thc French coIonialists could have found a way out,

could have∴exploited the∴elemcnt§ unfavourable to thc

Rcvo]ution’and basing themselves on the latter’s attitude’

thcy would have been ablc to declare before the world that

thc Vietnamese people would臆Wdcomc the rcstoration of

thcir power ; at the same timc they would have accuscd the

forces of insurrection of being.``rebcmous clemcnts’’who

wcrc prcvcnting thcm from disarming the Japancse troops

and restorlng Order and peace in Ind∝hina’etC.

Second : thc intcmational rcactionary element§ in general

could have∴eXPloitcd our lack of mity to widcn the gap

betwccn the various strata of our peaple still furthcr. Worsc

still, thcy could have provoked a civil war’Plungcd thc

country into division and an櫨rchy and sapped our strcngth’

dominating u§ eaSily.

Fortumtcly, Our peOPle, Who were living wretched lives

undcr the doublc yoke of opprcssion and expIoitation of thc

Japanesc and Frcnch fascists・ CIo§Cd thcir ranks under thc

gold-Starred rcd flag and・ rClying on their own strcngth・

rosc up to win back thcir liberty.

In Augus〔 1945’〔he Dai Victl allicd to pro-Japancse

.1。mentS Of †hc Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang2 and the Phuc

Quoc asked the Japanesc to hand administra〔ivc power over

to them in some places (SuCh as Vinh Yen, Mon Cay ctc.),

1. Dai Vi。t (Gl。〔‘t ViぐしN肌) and Phur: Qu∝ (Natfonal Rc§tOration) wcrc

tw《〕 PrO・Jnpancse traitor organizadon§・

2. Vi⊂t Nan- Quoc Dan Dang : Vict Nam Nationalist Party・ anOthcr rcac-

tion叩o賞ganiza章ion・
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in opposition to the Dcmocratic Rcpublican Govemment.

But their shabby behaviour as lackeys of a foreign country

WaS SO Obviou§ that the whole pcaple had the most profound

COntCmPt for them’and all pro-Japanese partics found

themselves compIctely isolated.

Third : Ån ovcrall rising by the entire people : this is the

third good point of the August Revolution.

Those three good points were entircly duc to the powcrful

Organizcd forces and the correct political line of the Indo-

Chinese Communist Party and of血e Viet Minh Front.

We can say that wi血out the Indochinese Communis〔

Party and the Viet Minh Front, the Revolution would have

taken another roed. If the Viet Minh had not been able to

un卸all social tlasses, had not had prestigc among the

masses and had not led the entire people in insurrcction for

the conqucst of power’the Revolution could have failed.

Liberarion movements launched by predeccssors agalnSt

the French had all failcd, mainly because of the lack of a

unitcd anti-COlonialist national front and a correct political

PrOgramme膏revious insurrections were crushed principally

because they.were the rising ofノ云sec〔 only’Of a group of

militants’Or a little vanguard detachment and not a faト

reaching and deep-rOOted revolution of the people.

In order to triumph, a reVOlu〔ion of thcsc now timcs mus[

be a real revolution of the broad masses, PrePared and led

by a vanguard revolutionary organization. The August

Revolution conquered power・血e direct aim of cvery revolu-

tion・ because i〔 was the work of a whole peaple united iJl

the struggle for liberation under the leadcrship of thc

Indochinese Communist Party.

CHAPTER IV

THE WEAKNESSES OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

VARYING DEGREES OF DETERMINATION THROUGHOUT

Those were good points’but had the August Rcvolution

any weak ones? Yes言t had.

FjrstJhe general insurrection was not launched with the

;ame resolution throughout the three c孝y, 1. This dce§ nOt

mean tha=he aprlSlngS Should have been carricd out in

One∴SWeeP血roughout the whole country. It would have

been difficul〔 io achieve this in an agricultural country likc

Vict Nam, Where the degree of pblitical cons卒usness and

Organizational skill of the people was at different levels in

d塩rent pl読s and means of communications were st皿

backward. But in the conditions prevailing in our country

in August last year言t would have been better to launch

the uprlSIPgS Simultaneously in血c main 'tOWnS. This would

Iiave alfowed a more decisive and better managcd seirin8

0f power and a quickef完verthrow of the fascists and their

stooges. As it was, the insurrection was lamched simultane-

OuSly everywherc in the first week fo皿owing血e Japane§e

Surrender’but Saigon waited until the 23rd to risc up.

1. Vict Nam was di‘了idcd by the Frc重-Ch into 3 PartS, thc 3 “`Kγ’’・
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Nam Bo was a littlc latc because among the ranks of thc

army of in§urreCtion in the South’there werc many elements

Who did not believc in the streng血of the mas§e§ and would

rather have used mere diplomacy to persuade thc Japanese

to hand over powcr to us than struggle relying on our own

StrCngth to wrcst it from them or sxpport the dipIomatic

WOrk with action by thc amed masscs. Furthermore’thcy

feared the∴CruShing of such an uprising by the Japanese

forces’forgct血g that the latter were alrcady almost paralys-

ed at that moment and would bc paralysed cvcn further in

face of thc strong’broad masscs of the whole nation.

Thi§ WCakncss is duc to thc uncqual dcvdopmcnt of the

Viemamese Revolution and thc relativc wcaknes§　Of thc

Vict Minh organization in Nam Bo prior to zero hour of

the insurrcction and to thc lack of homogcncity in thc ranks

of the national united front in thc South. Anothcr reason

is that Nam Bo is situated far from thc natiom=cading

Organisml. This Icd to the Viet Minh in thc South issuing

instructions which wcre not cntirely in kccping with the

Situation, Pr.Venting the southcm branch of thc Viet Minh

from entircly keeping pacc with the gcneral situation and

the gcnera=ine of thc Party. In thc South, thc slown⊂SS in

Starring thc insurrection, and the lack of resdution in the

Seizing of power gave∴CnCOuragement to thc counter-rCVOlu-

tionaries’eSPeCially the Frcnch coIoniali§tS and pro-Frcnch

Vic〔namese traitor§.

l. At this timc, ‘hc CcI]tr読Committcc of thc Ind∝hine§e Communist Party

and thc Gencr;ll C(}mmittce of thc Vict Minh had th⊂ir headqu亀rtcrs in thc

no手章l-C重n P持章of Vict Nam.

T照E AUGUST R毘Vo調で重ON

FAILURE TO FULLY DISARM THE JAPANESE TROOPS

Thc sccond weakncs§ Of thc August Revolution was the

failurc to fully implemcnt thc slogan of disarming thc Jap-

anese troops at thc timc of the insurrcction’before血e entry

of thc A11ies into the country. This task was carried out to

a certain cxtcnt only・ Thcre wcre many placc§ Wherc aftcr

描csslng Our OWn Strength and thcirs’WC did not usc vioIcnce

to disam thc Japanese; We left them alone when they

remained neutral and let us organizc the people’s powcr.

Gencrally spcaking’that policy was correct in the circum-

st:lnCeS PrCVailing in August last year’becausc the revolution-

こ1ric§ have no right to waste thc masscs, blood and launch into

hazardous undertakings, Out Of mere conceit.

Our shortcoming did not consist in negotiating with the

Japanese, but in failing to makc thc fullest use of the armcd

masscs to support thc dipIomatic∴aCtion and force the Jap-

anesc to surrcndcr morc arms ; furthermorc, WC did not act

in timc to prevcnt thcm from destroying a grcat many

modcm arm§.

Now, CaCh time wc consider our lack of modem arrrrs・

wc cannot in ′rctrospect h巾regretting tha〔 the insurrection

troops missed an cxcellent opportumty tO SeCure SuCh arms

in many places・

The pro-Japanese puppcts havc repeatcdly rcproached thc

Viet Minh for having failed to be idexible’’towards the

Japanese thus provoking thcm to destroy many good-quality

arms instead of transferring them to us. The§C PCaplc asscrtcd

that, had the Viet Minh not intervened, thcy would have

been able to ``ncgotiate’’with the Japancsc and get many ams



from them within a f訪days in血e conditions prevailing last

Augus[. This is our answcr to tho§e PuPPCtS : if the Viet

Mi血had no〔 led the whoIc people in the gcncral insurrcc-

tion, Pemitting the quick scizurc of a portion of thc Japan-

CSC armS PO One∴COuld say when you,WOuld be ``given’’

ams by the Japanese and even if you would eventua皿y

SuCCeed in your cfrort to ``beg’’arms from thc Japanese, yOu

WOuld certainly have used thcm for quitc another purpose

than establishing and consolidating the dcmocratic republic-

an system and the people,s power’Or eXpelling the forcign

aggressors and checking the counter-rCVOlution !

This failurc to completely disarm thc Japanesc troop§ WaS

due to the subjleC[ive∴COnditions of the August Revolution.

In plain words’Withou〔 tanks and heavy artillery of our

OWP, We COuld no=ake possession of Japine§C tanks and

hぐavy即nS・ ,

What happened was that in many regions, the Japanese

entrenched themselvc§ in thcir -blockhouscs and madc ready

to dcfend themselvcs immediately after the insurrectional

force§ h種d s〔ormed a pos〔 or a town’either by a suddcn

at〔ack froml outside¥or by an imer uprising. They had

enough supplies and munitions to hold out for a long timc

and so our troop§ WOuld encircle them but, for want of

Sufficien〔 firepower’WOuld fail to destroy their fortifications

(as happened, for example, in the seizure of Thai Nguyen).

Whatcver the case-it mus〔 be admitted that with more

PrOmPtitude and boldness, We Should havc becn able ‘to dis-

arm the Japanese troops in other places at the veiy begiming

Of thc insurrection. Were not the insurrcction 〔・roops succcss-

ful in many ‘Places without any bloodshed? It seemcd that

thc forces of insurrection wcre pushing a door that was

症ady unlockcd : faced with an cnemy that had becn

knocked down, yet they failed to go onc step furthcr and

snatch thc arms from his hand§・ Our mnitary task in血at

pcriod consisted in fact more in di§arming the enemy血an

in defeating him.

LACK OF FIRMNESS IN THE REPRESSION

OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS

Hcrc Iies the third weakness of the August Revolution :

we did not firmly climinatc the various categories of traitors

immediately afte‥he establishment of revolutionary power・

and wc failed to take sufficiently energetic measures against

the French coIonialists and their agents. Only in some reglOnS’

such as in Quang Ngai, did the forces of insurrection carry

out the policy “Sweep away all reactionaries”’but therc thcy

overdid it. Almost everywhere∴else we were concihatory to

the point of weakness’forgctting that "any読to高郷POu′C7.

can only bc 4 dictaioγial onc’’1.

The more democratic the power・ the more dictatorial it

must be -- that i§言t must exercisc the dictatorship of血c

masses of lhe people again§t thc very small reactionary

minority which is ready to grab back its domination or hindcr

the march of the revolution. Not being firmly represscd’

the reactionaries at home have been used by the French

and intemati。nal reactionaries to crcate difficultie§ for血e

revolutionary power and to divide our nation. One wonders

why the Administrative Committee of Nam Bo immediately

】,喜.cnin : O坊　肩Hi∫10′y OI雄でQu∫tion oI D子。a10′∫毎(1919)・



after i[s foundation, did not order血e immediate arrcst 。f

'thc pro-French traitor Nguyen Van Thi血and his clique’

Of somc of the most dangerous elemcnts among the pro-

Japancse’and of many confirmed trotskyite saboteurs. This

allowed these peaple to prepare the retum of the French

by creating pro‘′OCations before and on Indepcndence Day

(S中2, 1945). One wondcrs why many pro-Japanese traitors

and o〔her machiavellian agents of foreign countric§ in Bac Bo

WerC nOt arreS〔cd after the foundation of the pcople’s powcr

心血e c叩ital・

We∴admit that thc∴eXtremely intricate∴Situation of our

COuntry and the relatively limited streng血of the Vietnamese

Revolution made it impossible to carry out a systematic

rcprcssion of the counter-reVOlutionary clements on Jaco-

binical or Bol§hevik lincs. The Vietnamcse Revolution was

not opposlng COunter-reVOlutionary force§ at home∴alonc,

Othcr force§ WerC intcrvcning from abroad making the situa・

tion extremely complicated.

But at a time when血e reactionaries in thc country wcrぐ

Still at a lo§S and had no time yet to reorganize themselves,

it is ‘tO be iegrettcd that energetic measures to counteract

all possible dangers in the future were not taken immediately

upon the seizing of power and before any foreign interven-

tion. Thi§ does not mean that we should have imprisoned

a11 the French’aftcr the general insurrection’Or Put tO death

all elements who had collaborated in any way with thc Frencb

Or the Japanese. No ! We regret only血at the repression of

the reactionaries during the August Revolution was no†

Carried out as fully as was neccssary at the time・

Revolutionary power may pardon the guilty who rcpcnt

but i〔 muSt be firm with a11 traitors.

For a new-bom revolutionary power to be lenient towards

coun〔er輸rCVOlutionaries is tantamount to suicide. Did not the

paris Commune commit a grave error in failing to pursue

種nd eliminate the ``versaiuai§つ

FAILURE TO SEIZE THE BÅNK OF INDOCHINA

The fourth shortcoming of血e August Revolution was that

the f。rCeS Of insurrection failed to §eize thc Bank of Indochina :

they even failed to galn COntrOI of the Bank. The coIonialists

awiled themselves of the opportunity to attack us in the

fimncial field la〔er On’for cxample by refusing to honour

their 500-Piastre notcs,血us placing more difficulties in our

l)ath. The Paris Commune met with many obstacles prccisely

because it too failed to seize hold of the Bank.

The Japanese and the French left our people’s power with

an almo§t hopeless economic and financial situation ; but we

were able to hold our own because of血e sacrifices made by

our workers’Public servants and soldicrs’and because of the

industrious and devoted e任orts of血e govemment and the

Ⅵ▼hoIc people・

This four血shor〔cOmlng Wa§ nO〔 duc to any underestima-

tion by the leaders of the August Revolution of the financial

question, but rather to血e fact that the Bank of Indochina

was a financial institution acting not only on behalf of the

Frendh and the Japanese bu亡also of o血er countries. We lost

some of 。ur forces when we attackcd the Bank of Indochina

then resolutely held by Japanese troops.
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Th four above-mentioned shortcomings′ Of thc August

Revolution each had their reasons. But, in an objective critic-

ism, We CmnOt fail to point them out frankly.

We realize that it w種s difficult to avoid them for onc

rcason or another and taking into account the conditions of

the August Revolution. The shortcoming of our revoludon-

aries con§isted in failing to avail themselve§ Of thc high tide

Of the rcvolutionay movement and of the peaple・s apirit of

SaCrificc in thc dccisivc hours, SO a§ tO reducc to a minimum

the extent of thesc weaknes§CS.

CHAPTER V　′

CHARACTER AND ’SIGNIFICANCE

OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

The August Revolution was a rcvolution of national蘭era-

tion. It aimed at liberating the Vietnamese people from the

coIonial yoke and狐aking Viet Nam an independent and

frec nation.

lt also had the character of a democratic revolution, because

the∴Struggle was against the Japanese fascists and thcir

lackeys, the feudal reactionaries ; and because it was a part

of the great struggle waged by the world’s democratic and

progressivc forces against fascism. However, it has not aboli§h-

ed all the ‘「CStiges of feudalism in Viet Nam’nOr realized

agrarian refom and given the land to the tillers.

In the present historical conditi9nS’a COIonial revolution

such as ours must have庇following double∴Character :

firs亘t must be an anti-imperialist revolution aimed at over-

throwing imperialist domination, and second・ it must be an

agrarian revolution which confiscates the lands of the fcudal

landlords and distributes them to the peasants. The August

Revolution aimed only at overthrowing the imperialist rule

and that of the feudal puppets’and setting up the democratic

republican reglme ; but it has not abolished feuda=and



OWnerShip and all feudal and semi-feudal vestigcs to crcate

COnditions for industrial development. Thanks to thc August

Revolution, a POrtion of the imperialists’and traitors’lands

have been confiscated, 1and rents have been reduccd by 25 per

CCnt and some of the old dcbts (Principal and accrued intercst)

have bec重l CanCClled. Howevcr, thc relation§ betwcen land-

lords and peasants have not changed gencrally spcaking.

Thercfore we can say that, although the August Rcvolution

has a democratic character’this charactcr is not strongly

marked enough.

Some people havc said that, bccau§e the August Rcvolution

has abolished the Imperial Govemment with its machinery

COmPOSed of mandarins and notables言t has an anti-feudal

Character. But by abolishing the Imperial Govemment, We

have abolished only one aspect of the fcudal rcgimc. Because

its ba§is’the relations between landlords and peasants in the

agrarian field言s still alive, thc feudal regime ha§ nOt yet

been uprooted. We mus〔 advancc the anti-feudal §truggle

Still further and not be complacent about the achievements

Of the August Rcvolution.

It is cIca: th種‥hc August Revolution has cstablishcd a

democratic republican reglme With the character of a people’s

democracy, a neW democracy in Viet Nam. Broad popular

representation has been es〔ablished at all levels by univcrsal

Suffrage ; eXtenSive democratic freedoms’PerSOna=iberty’

equality between all nationalities, big and small, and complete

cquality between the sexes’have been proclaimed ; the State

economic sector is taking shape ; the people,s living condi-

tions are improved ; the 8山our working-day is officially

es〔ablished ; the proletariat now actually holds power, CtC・

A】l thcse facts make it amply dear that the Vietname§e

rcgime is that of a democratic rcpublic of a ncw style・ quite

differcnt from thc old-Style bourgeois democratic republican

rcgime (for cxample the F購nch bourgcois parliamentary

regimc) ・

The democratic regime in Vict Nam gu:lranteeS the interests

of &ll social stralta. On thc contrary’血e parliamentary repub-

葦霊豊a藍霊宝。豊島豊
C】ass∴CXertS a dictatorial powcr which defends only- the

interes亡S Of a minority of expIoiters, thc capitalists- However,

thc democratic regime in Viet Nam is di紐erenlt from the

l)rCSent Sovict dcmacratic regime. Under the Soviet Union’s

democratic soviet reglmC, the proletariat openly exercises

dictatorship, SuPPrCSSeS all cxpIoi〔ing classcs and strata (land-

1ords, bourgeoi§ and kulaks) and guarantces the widest in-

terests of a11 labouring people (worker§, COllective peasants,

SOCialist intellectuals) who are cooperating to build a new

life undcr thc leadership of thc proletariat.

The democratic republican rcgime in Viet Nam is in keep-

1ng With the stage of dcvelopment of our country and with

the prcsent trend in the world. Though it has been establish-

ed in a backward agricultural coun.try言t has a new and

PrOgreSSive character’bccause it was bom of血e hard’fierce

Struggle against the French and Japancse fascists, Out Of血e

Struggle for nationa=iberation led by the working clas§・

A strugglc Icd by thc most revolu〔ionary class against thc.

mos‥eactionary enemy must be crowned with the instal-

1ation of a non-COnSerVative rcglme, quite the opposite of the

retrograde rcglme Of血c cnemy. Another reason why our
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regime has the character of a ,nCW dcmocracy is becausc it was

bom at a time when the vanguard demacratic regime (socialist

democracy) of the Soviet Union has fu皿y triumphed and

has be⊂n further consolidated in the trials of war, after血c

COllapse of the world system of fascism, and while thc grea〔

movement of democracy lS SPreading throughout the world.

Being a produc亡Of these new times, the democratic rcpubli-

Can regime in Vict Nam inevitably bears血e stamp of the

new times. The August Revolution is a revolution of national

liberation with a new democratic character. It constitutes an

integral part of the national pcople,s democratic revolution

of Vie〔 Nam.

THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

Thc August Revolution highlights the indomitable spirit

Of thc Vietnamese people‘ a PeOPle with a long tradition of

Struggle for indcpendence and freedom, a PeOPle who will

ncver resign itsclf to slavery. It crowns 80 ycars of uninter-

rup〔ed struggle of the Vietnamese people against the French

coIonialists. It also constitu〔es血e greatest historical evem

in our cou血y since lthe victory gained by Quang Trung,

Who drove the Manchu troops out of Viet Nam in 1789.

In fact, thcrc has bccn no national movc:ment Since then

which lhas given evidence of t.he indomitable lheroism and

the strong unity of the Vietnamese people as fu11y as the

August Revolution・ It has not merely broken thc yoke impos-

ed by the imperialist fascists, but it has also overthrown the

thousand-yCar-Old monarchic reglme in Viet Nam・ and

changed the∴COuntry mtO a democratic republic, elevating

the Vietnamese people to血e rank of the vanguard peoples.
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Thcrein lies thc great significance of the August Rcvolution ;

and President Ho Chi Minh, the ‘first Presid⊂nt Of血c

Dcmocratic Rcpublic of Viet Nam, thc leader of thc Augu§t

Revolution, fully de§CrVCS thc title of national hcro.

Through ,the August Revolution; the Vietname§e PeOPle

havc cIcarly shown their anti-fasci§t SPirit and their attach-

ment to dem∝racy and peace. The revolu.tion constitutes

the splendid compIction of the great anti-fascist movemen〔

in lViet Nam during World War II. Beforc the August

Revolution, thc Vietnamese people strugglcd in vcry hard

conditions to harass and wear 〔lown th⊂ Japancsc forccs’

rear lines. From the end of 1944, the Japanese sea-1ines werc.

attackcd by the Allied forces and Indochina bccame a
``bridge ” over the Japanese “ Grcater East Asia’’road, an

ex〔rcmely important bridge for the movemen〔 and supply of

Japanese troops from their nor[lhcrn positions to Indopesia・

Thc blocking of this bridge to che Japanesc forces was the

task assumed by the Vietnamese pcople. In March 1945, the

Indochinese Communist Party launched thc great movemen‘t

Of s〔rugglc for national salvaltion against the Japanese, aCtively

leading thc Vietnamese pcople in attacking important strateglC

Japanese posi〔ions, thus bl∝king the trafhe of thc Japancse

over the `` Greatcr East Asia ’’road.

From March to Augu§t last year, Japanese territory suf-

fcred morc∴and more violent bombing raid§・ In Indochina・

the Vietname§C guerillas werc fighting thc Japancse wi教th

increased strength. A frce∴ZOne WaS eStablished in the high-

lands and midlands of northcm Viet Nam and constituted

a permanent obstacle on the path of thc Japanese from

southern Chim to Indochina. In this zone, the gueri置las
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harassed the Japanese forces∴and inflicted heavy losscs on

them. In this way血e Vietnamese people made an e任ective

COn〔ribしItion on the side of thc Allies’SPCeding the defeat of

thc Japanese and indirectly hastening the S諭et Red Army’s

Vic〔Ory. It is an indubitable falCt ,ha, ,hc履tmmc∫C / COクle

haクビmガでih訪∫haγe Of ∫aa碕傷みIhe ∫irug擁agai励

iheわあl讐gr餌0∬ during retenl γCa紅

The French colonialists slanderously call the August Revo-

lution当yro-Japane§e ” ’and ``Japanese-led ’’to belirde its

Significance. But there is plen[y of evidence which givcs the

lie to their defamation. Today everybody has to admit that

the rcactionary attitute of the French coIonialists with regard

to the Augu§t Revolution is tha〔 of the thief crying `` stop

thief ”. In point of fact, WaS i〔 not the French coIonialists,

abetted and assisted by the Britich imperialis亡S’Who counter-

attacked the Vietnamese Revolution in the hope of regalnlng

their position and interests in Indochina?

Among thc pe6pIcs oppressed by the Japanese, the Chinese.

Korean` Victnamese and Indonesian peopl⊂S have been the

mos〔 succcss担in seizing the opportunity offered by the

Japanese unconditional capitulation to win independence,

democracy and freedom l.

By waging the August Revolution’the ¥′ietnamese people

have lodged chis general claim to the U.N・0言ihe Grcal

Pou′eγ∫ mu∫t reCOgni名e lhピタ蜜ht io.手el材elermimlion of

l. The pcoples of Burma, Malaya∴and thc P踊ppincs :llso organized gueri⊥la

forccs to rcsist the Japancse invadcrs bし一t When the Japancsc surren{lcr took

Pl:lCe言hcy WCrC∴nOt rCSOlute, StrOng and quiek cnougll tO COPe With thc US

and British imperialists, Who wcrc morc po‘ve「ful than their∴COngenCrS, the

French m〔=he Dutch. Thcrcforc言n spitc of thcir efforts and sacrificcs, their

Struggles havc not brought adcquate rcsults.

擁Vielnam“e〆Oクlちin a“・0′切nce u′i′信方ピA海砂宏a′訪

5an舟an`読o Chaγ’c’rJ. As a natural consequence of血e

JaparlCSe COllapse・ all pcoples under the Japancsc yokc must

be liberated, and nobody must be allowed to rcplace‘the

JapaneSC in oppressing and exploiting ‘them. The Vietnamese

people have sufIered from Japanese domination §ince 1940

and they ′havc played a worthy part side by side with the

Allies in the struggle against血c Japanesc. Thus they fully

deserve thcir independence. Thc Vietnamcse peopIc will

resolutely oppo§e the retum of血c French oppressors as we11

as the reglme Of an intcrna〔ional ``mandate; because they

have already at〔ained political maturity.

The August Revolution and the war of self-defence the

Vietnamese people havc waged for almost a ycar now agaln§t

thc French reactionaries proclaim these eager aspirations to

the wo重ld.

Thc Augu∫i RcクOl諦on breachcd Jhe colon訪∫y∫icm Of

′hc imク読みかa′ One Of ii∫ル函甲高l函′ ∫細めg叩γOCe∬

o声rrelrie4’ablc d最初cgration of colonん訪∫m ;hroughoul庇

ルOr/d. h z幼場Cd /hai /hc Aour o/ #beralio可or ;he oタグc∬CJ

pcoplc∫ ha出truC4∴The Vietnamese Revolution, like the

Chinese and Indonesian Rcvolutions’is a strong impulse to

the liberation movements of the Lao and Cambodian peoples

強nd 。th肌。l。nialふntri.s in South-East Asia ‥血is explains

。early why thc Briti§h imperidlists have done their best to

help the French col‘一nialists repress the Vietnamese Revolution

in sou血em Viet Nam and why the in~temational reactionaries

have mad⊂ COnCeSSions to onc∴anOther in allowing血e

French to relieve thc troops of lChiang Kai葛Shck in northern

Viet Nam.
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In fac串rom Sep〔embcr 23 last year and all through our

Struggle waged agalnSl‥he French, Our forecs have mct

British・.Indian’French and Japanese troops in many hattles.

Our struggle in sclf-defenee has unveilcd the perfidious

sehcmes of the iutemational reactionarics. It ha§ eXPOSed

before world apinion血at from their landing in Ind∝hina,

the British troops’Who were only commis§ioned by the Allics

to disarm and r中atriate the Japancse soldicrs’instead of per-

foming this task of rcpatriation’uSCd many of thcse soldiers

宣o help the French coIonialists to counter-attaCk the Vict-

namese Revolution and repress the Vietnamesc pcaple,s §trug-

gle for libcration : rhu∫, “”' Can ∫a声ha′庇ViclmmcTC

クeo率でarc盾楊ng not only /or ihem∫d排す, bαi aんo for庇

d〆c`nCC Of pcacちJcmocraリ′ and ”a‘iond ;ndcクCndcncc

i方roug方ou出方e u′0′〃・

Af[er the anti-fa§Cis,t War’the task of all progressive wodd

forces is to strugglc for national independcnce, develop

democracy and consolidatc peacc. wi血the August Revolu-

tion and the pre§en〔 War of ResistalnCe’the Vietnamese people

have courageously shouldercd a part of the responsibility to

fu皿this mission with the progressive and democratic forces

Struggling for a better world. Whethcr one likes it or not,

the August Rcvolution is part of the great strugglc of man-

kind for peace’national independencc, democracy and s∝ial

PrOgreSS. The Vie†namese people fully undcrstand their inter.

natioml role in this post.war period. They are determined

to fulfil this task, Wha〔cver the obstacles !

It is precisely for tha‥eason that the Augu§t Rcvolution

is warmly acclaimcd by progressive opinion in the world

and tha=he Viet`nameSC PeOPle now enioy the solidarity and

SuPPOrt Of the world,s people・ eSPeCially thc oppres§ed peoples.

CHAPTER VI

PROSPECTS OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS OF THE V量ETNAMESE REVOLUTION

What conditions wi皿advance the Vietnamese Revolution

and en§urC its final victory? The§e tWO :

Firsいubjectivcly speaking, the Victnamcse people, long

しmdcr thc weight of the French yoke’and in reccnt years

doubly oppressed and exploited by thc French and Japanese

fascists, have realizcd that only a r⊂VOlution can liberate

them. Closely unitcd under thc national banner・ 〔hey are

determincd to support the Democratic Republican Govem-

menl〔 in nationa=ibcra〔ion and in the building of a new

]ife. The National United Fron〔, under the clear-§ighted

lcadership of Presidcnt Ho Chi Minh and with the national

Salvation and democracy bloc -血e Viet Minh - aS its

basc’Will certainly fu胤iltS duty of mobilizing the whole

peopIc to smash all reactionary forccs and overcome all dif-

ficulties∴and obstacles on the march forward.

Secondly, from the objective point of view : Since the

world war, the international situation has brought new pros-

pects to thc Victnamese Revolution. The Sovict Union, COm-

pletely victorious’has becomc∴an invincible force. In many

countries, che Communist Party has organized power or

sharcd power : PeOPle,s demacratic movemcnts are developing
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in many countries, CSPeCially in those just liberatcd from the

fascis〔 yoke ; the movement for nationa=iberation is boiling

up in coIonial and semi-COlonial countries. After thc collapse

Of fascism’the imperialist sys〔em ha§ been weakened. The

movement for血e consolidation of peacc’agalnS‥ntema-

〔ional reaction, has attracted the majority of mankind. The

Viemamese Revolution’aS Part Of the world movement of

PeaCe and dem∝raCy’is deeply influenced by the intema-

tional progres§ive movement.

The Vie〔namese Revolution is also at the confluence of

thesc rcvolutionary str⊂amS : nationaトIibcration revolution,

PeOPle’s democratic revolution and s∝ialist revolution, from

Which it receives a good in釦ence and wi血which it is in

tune ; at the same timc血e Viemamcse revolution exerts a

COnSiderable influence upon those movemcnts.

In short, thc Vietnamese Revolution has sufficient condi_

tions to advance forcefu11y and will certainly achieve final

Vic亡o重y・

OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED

Nevertheless, nO matter how important the achievemen〔s Of

thc August Rcvolution arc at present’WC muSt rCCOgnlZe

this objective tru血: Jhc m宏om楊beralion rc4,Olulion ;n

Viel Nam巌f ”Ot yCi comクlctcly ∫uCCCCdcd・ The August

Revolution seized power for the peaple, but on September

23, 1945, the French colonialists attacked us and have sincc

Par〔ly wrested it back. In the sou血of Viet Nam, they set

xp血e puppet govemment under Nguyen Van Thinh and

reestablished their domination in. somc towns. According

to the Prelimimry Agreement of March 6・ 1946・ Viet Nam

and France came ltO a COmPrOmise : France agreed to rec-

ognize Viet Nam as a free statc having its own Government・

pdrliament’army and system of finance ; Viet Nam agreed

to remain part of the Freneh Union ; Francc was givcn血e

right to station t,rOOPS On thc territory of Viet Nam for a

fixed pcriod’and generally speaking・ French economic and

cultural interests in Viet Nam werc to be ensured. So・ Our

。Ountry WaS Only a free statc but not yet a com壇tcly inde-

pe皿denlt OnC・

What is complete independence for ur膏The whole of

viet Nam from Nam Quan to Ca Mau mus〔 bc placed under

the people,s power elected by the people ; there should be

no foreign troops on the territory of Vict Nam. Thc Vieト

namese economy must be indepcndenL nOt tied to the French

economy or to血at of any other country; Viet Nam must

ha、′e the right to develop its national culture. In a word’

the Vietnamcse people must bc血c masters of thcir country

in every respect and血e revolutidn for nationa=iberation

must complete its task of shattering all imperiali§t bonds.

The Franco-Vietnamese Preliminary Agreement was not

the ul〔imate aim, but only a temporary measurc・ in order to

glVe Our PeOPle a breathing space in which ‘tO COnSOlidate

the position of血e democratic republican regime brought into

being by the August Revolution・ and to s〔rcngthen our

forccs to march ltOWards a new stage.

The Viemamese Revolution must progress conStantly・

sometimes quickly’SOmetimes sIowly’SOmetimes by leaps

and bounds, SOmetimcs stopping for a time to catch its breath・
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or move a §teP backwards to jump over a decp ditch, SOme-

timcs dodging to avoid an obstacle §O aS tO rCaCh it§ gOal

rapidly.

During thc coursc of its devdopment’thc Victhamesc

Revolu〔ion must not only fulfil its anti-imperialist task, but

also compIcte its antiichdal task,庇agrarian task. As Iong

as these task§ are nOt rCalized, Vic〔 Nam will not get rid

of its dcpendence on -Others, Of povcrty and backwardness’

and thc Vicmamese peopIc will not be completely independent

and free and have enough to eat and to wear.

Inde⊂d, tO become prospcrous and ’happy, Viet Nam must

Changc from an agri⊂ultしIral coしmtry, aS it is now言nto an

industrial one. The long lmPerialist domination has k叫

Viet Nan in a backward agricultural statc. The Freneh

imperialists monopolizcd lheavy indus〔ry for Freneh capitalists

in France and estab王ishcd only some light industry in Indo-

China. In thc devdopment of even light industry　血c

capitalists of our country suffered from impcrialist competi-

tion and opprcssion ; while undcr the French and Japanesc

domination, the qucst.ion of installing hcavy industry was

§OmCthing they could never think of. Thus, the French im-

Perialists monopolized heavy industry wilth the aim of com-

PC.11ing Viet Nam to consume their goods and preventing

all compeしlltlOn With them・ That is why Viet Nam can

bccome a prosperous coun〔ry only by freeing itself from all

imperialist links and devdoping its hea‘▼y industry’SO aS

to be completely libera】ted from forcign economic subordina-

tion. This mcans tha〔 i〔 muSt be independcnt in thci CCOnOmic

field as we11 as in the poli亡ical and cultural fields. The

Victname§e Revolution has皿ot yct thoroughly abolishcd all

imperialis[ Privileges in our country’but has only res〔ricted

them. Furthermore thc Vietnamese people havc had to

wagr a war of rcsistancc to smash the Frcnch coIonialists’

design 〔o reCOnquer Viet Nam. The JVietnamese revolution

must progres§ fur血er to fu皿its anti-impcrialist task.

In another respect, thc French impcrialists continued to

maintain all forms of feudal expIoitation in order ltO exPloit

our people more ,and more. In thc mountain reglOnS’they

continued to practice serfdom. In the dclta’the tcnancy

rcglme With high land rents was maintaincd. Moreover there

werc heavy taxes’COrVdes’etC. Most of the people were

peasan〔s and thcy were cruelly expIoited’and a§ a reSult’

many of them became impoverished. Unable to live in the

COuntrySide they had to go to thc towns hoping to find jobs

in factorics ; but as industry m Our COuntry WaS nOt dcvelop-

ed, the few ⊂nterPrises which existed (factories, mines, Plan-

tations, etC.) could only empIoy a small number of them

while the remainder wcnt to increase the ranks of the army

of unempIoyed or vagrants. The greater the number of

unempIoyed, the lower thc wages. The very low wages had

a considcrable influence on technical improvemcnt in agrl-

culture∴and industry. As the expIoitation of cheap labour

was sufficient to eam them big profits, the coIonialists did

not bother to inprove production techniques’and as a result’

the economy of Viet Nam undcr the imperialist yoke was

unable to escape from a state of backwardness. The peasants

Ⅵγere Short of land to till and the workers heavily expIoited :

long working hours’StarVation wages・ i11-trCatment’fincs

and other sanctions, etC・ In an agricultural country like ours・

When speaking of the people’s happinesさ、 WC mean血e
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improvement of the workers’and peasants’1ife・ Particularly

the latter, Who makc up 90 per cent of the papulation. Bu[

how can the peasants, living conditions be effectively improv-

ed if血ey do not havc enough land 〔o till? Thc question

of the pcople’s happines§ is thus basically one of giving land

to thc peasant§・

I〔 is for this reason that the rcglme Of feudal land owner-

ship must be abolished, and the sIogan ``1and to thc ti11ers’●

mu§t be realised. So far, the Victnamcsc Revolution ha§ Only

restricted this feudal expIoitation. It must progrcss further

to complete thc land revolution and wipe out feudal and

semi-feudal vestiges in Viet Nam. In brief’the Vietnamcse

Revolution must fu脆1 both the∴anti-imperialist and anti-

fcudal tasks to realize ;ndqu”dcmc, /rccdom and A擁触o

for the people. In other words言t must compIcte血e task

of national dem∝ratic revolution paving血e way for the

s∝iali§t reVOlution in thc futurc : tO SOCialize all e§Sential

means of production’and abolish the reglme Of exploitation

of man by man in Viet Nam.

PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

A wrong conception of the progress of the Victname§e

Revolution must be eliminated now. Some people think that

the Vietnamese Revolution must progress step by step :血at

after the rcvolution of national libcration (anti-imperialist)

comes the agrarian revolution (anti-feudal), then after the

completion of the democratic or agrarian revolution’the

socialist revolution.
′
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This theory of ``orderly advance・・ is wrong. At home, the

lcadership of the Vietnamcsc Rcvolu〔ion grows stronger and

SlrOnger jn the hands of the proletariat in power; th@ PrO-

gressivc dcmocratic forces form an unshakablc hoc Abroad,

the Soviet皿on’the socialist state’has triumphed, and the

PcoPle’s democratic movement is in full development. In

SuCh historical conditions’the Vietnamese Revolution can

fulfil its anti-imperialist task and at the camc time perform

thc agrarian task. Thc two tasks of the national dcm∝ratic

rc'VOlution in Viet Nam are closely bound together. This

rcvolution will nccessarily progress towards s∝ialist rcvolu-

tion. In Viet Nam socialist rcvolution may get under way

even before the existence of all neccs§ary economic and socia賞

COnditions (for instance : hcavy industry is not yct develop-

C.d朝forms of pre-CaPitalist expIoitation are not yet ab。ish-

Cd’etC.) if the leadership of the proletariat has been

COnSOlidated on the basis of the workeri)CaSant alliance and

if the cause of s∝ialis‥evolution jn our country benefits

from the he中of socialist and people’s democratic countries.

As stated in沈Comu加I”icmめn祝掬g招mce ;

``… Although the sacial rclations in every coIony and semi-

COIony have not yet ripened, thc movements for nationa]

」iberation in these countries can none the less develap into

SOCialism言f these movements enjoy the help and support

Of proletarian dictatorship in particular and that of the

international proletarian m6vemen亡in general.,・
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THE URGENT TASKS OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

FOUR MAIN POINTS, FOUR SLOGANS

After the Second World War, thc Vietnamesc Revolution,

developing in the new conditions prevailing in the world’

has many allies and enjoys much support. But no matter

how favourable conditions arc’the Revolution might fail if

our people’and especially our revolutionary fighter§, failed

to go about it in the right way.

Moreover,.the French reactionaries’COllaborating with the

intemational reactionaries, are Puttlng lntO PraCtice a per-

五dious policy designed to rob us of our power. Officially’

they r⊂COgnlZC Our COuntry aS a free state’but in actual fact,

they want to reduce our country to being an ``autonomous’’

Under t丘e cover of ``New France’’, they have signed an

agreement with us’but at the∴Same time they use fascist

methods which run counter to the French people’s will :

indulging in acts of provocation, iaii∫ aCCOmクなand gradual

encroachment, SO that finally the Agreement becomes an

empty she11.

They apply the traditional imperialist policy of ``divide

and rule,, cunningly and according to a systematic plan :

division between different nationalities’reg10nS’religions'

POlitical parde§, CtC. aimcd at rcndcring us pewerless to fight

against thcm. Thcy savagcly tcrrorize pcople in血e occupied

ZOnCS Or in thc zones whcre their §trCng血is grcatcr than

ours’hoping to amihilate our cadrcs and to intimidate and

dcmoralize our compatriot§・

Wc are faced with a machiavellian and cxpcricnccd enemy・

New difficulties await us. All our compatriots mu§t remain

、重工ant and thoroughly understand their urgent task.

In the prescnt itagc・ Our peOPIc’§ rCVOlutionary task can be

Sし-mmCd up in thcsc fo`一r maln POmtS :

NATIONAL INDEPE N。ENCE’UNIFICATION,

DEMOCRACY, REBIRTH

a) INDEPENDENCE : Our country i§ nOt yCt COmPlete-

1y indepcndent. The foreign army i§ Still occupylng Part Of

Our territory. Wc must struggle to force it.to withdraw

COmP]etely from our country some time in the future. We

must struggle for our national soverelgnty’SO that in addition

tO Our OWn gOVCmmCn〔, army’finances, and Parliamcnt,

We∴also kave∴Our OWn 〔lipIomatic represcntation. We must

Struggle to change our position from that of a frce §tate tO

a completely indepcndent state on the principle of “thc right

Of mtions to §elf壷termination" ; this mcans that we have

the righ〔 tO adhere to the French Union of our own frce

Will (if France remains a progressive country) or xp

WithdraⅥ′ from it if need be.

b) UNIFICATION : Viet Nam must be one, and it§ ter-

ritorial integrity must be guaranteed. To achievc this, We

must wreck血e reactionary French colonialist§, pIot to



partition our territory and to carve out what they impudcntly

call the : ``Nam Ky statc’’言’Moi §tate’’, ``Thai statc’’, ``Nung

state’’etc. There canno〔 be thrcc states or血ree Kγ §et uP

in our country differing from one another in thcir political,

economic and cultural regimes. There is all the less rcason

why a free state should exist in our country north of thc

sixteen血parallel and an autonomous one in血e south.

Viet Nam mu§t bc a §tate WOrthy of thc name because Viet

Nam is∴a natiomlly’turitorially, POlitica11y’CCOnOmically

and culturally unified whole ; this unity is not a fortuitous

or a temporary combination, but one which has bcen built

up by the blood and sweat of our people in the course of

many historical epoch§・

c) DEMOCRACY : In maintaining and devdoping the

democratic republican regime’Strengthen壷g thc people,s

power and building thc new’PeOPle’s dcmocratic constitu-

tion’We muSt guard.'against attempts to make our constitu-

tion into.a meaningless onc’along the lines of a bourgeois

constitution. We must furthermore oppose all tendencies to

sap the regime of popular representation’a PrOgreSSive reglme

won by the.people,s revolutionary initiative in the∴COurSe

of their struggle for liberation. The country must always

have a constitutional govemment which is elected’SuPPOrted

and controlled by the people.

We must reorganize the∴administrative services’eliminatc

traitorous and corrapt elements from the public services’and

wIPe Out arrOganCe and bureaucratism. We∴Should do our

utmost to transfom Viet Nam into a really democratic

country in the Far-East’One Of the people’§ democracie§

which have just been liberated from the fa§Cist yoke.
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d) REBIRTH : We must build up and consolidatc the

bascs of the democratic regime by economic restoration and

cultural developmcnt and by improving the matcrial and

SPiritual condi〔ions of thc people’Particularly thc workers

種皿d pcasan章s・

On the one hand・ We musckeep on preducing more and

more, Without intcrruption・ We mu§t increase industrial

dnd agricul〔ural production to hcal the war wounds and put

an cnd to a皿signs of misery and devastation caused by eighty

years of slavery. Everyonc should make a contribution to the

national re§toration : the rich should contribute血eir money?

the ablehodicd should work hard,心ose with inteuectual

abili。es sho山d contribute their talents. We must respect

labour’enCOurage PrlVatC ente聖rlS⊂, rCWard thosc who have

rendered good services to the country and punish thosc gudty

Of misdeed§・ It is not enough to make Viet Nam a politically

democratic sta〔c ; WC muSt Changc it into a country wi血a

new democratic economy and culture.

On the other hand’We Should meet the people,s material

needs’eSPeCially thooe of the working people (ho血manual

and intellectual), SO that they wi皿ave the nece§Sary Strength

to work and produce; We Should strivc to protect the

health of our people・ reducc infant mortality and fight

against diseases.

We must further strengthen our nation’s resiliency and

Our people’s unyielding will to struggle’and instil in our

Citizen§ bo血genuine patrioti§m and proletarian inter-

nationalism.



88 TRuCrNG.CHINH - SELECTED WRIで重NGS

RESISTANCE AND NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

The War Of resistance consi§tS in struggling for national

reunifica〔ion and indcpcndence and repulsing the French

coIonialists’a〔taCk. National reconstruction aims at establish-

1ng and consolidating thc democratic republican reglmC’and

bu融ing a new dem9Cratic economy and culturc. For a ycar

now, Our PeOPle havc becn waging the war of rcsistan∝

and carrymg out nationa十reconstmCtion at the samc time.

That is an inhcrent characteristic of the∴Struggle for the

libcration of our country’OnC Part Of which has been liberat-

cd while the other is still oppressed by the impcrialist§・

In the recons〔ruction work’Our PCOPle have strivcn for a

year now to increasc production, Simultanco。sly supplying

the front and fighting again§t famine. Wc havc repaired

roads, bridges’dykc§, CtC. Thi§ yCar’Our PCOPle have won

victories over three maJOr enemics : famine言Iliteracy and

flo。d. Those∴arC rCmarkable achicvements. But we still lack

a general plan for our rcconstruction work. Following are

SOme eXamPIcs :

Sceking tるput into e鯖ect thc sIogan ``not an inch of land

left untilled" our compatriots in the mountain region§ have

in some places bumt down parts of thc forest’CIcaring land

for cultivation at random - a PraCticc which is harmful to

the prcservation of forests∴and the prevention of floods.

In various provinces∴and l∝alities, the slogan ``increa§e

production" is carried out without 。ose grridance as to what

crops to grow and how much of each in each period’and

how to distribute血cm, etC.
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The cfforts cxerted by our peopIc in the pa§t year are

unbelievablc. However, One has thc imprcssion that thcy

havc thrown them§dvcs into production like a wood-Cutter

who chops wood with his cyes shut - VlgOrOuSly’but wi血

much e鯖ort wasted.

It i§ time to work out an overall economic∴and cultural

plan for the whoIc country, tO enSure∴CSsentia=iving con-

ditions for thc people and supplics for thc war of resistance

against French coIonial aggression.

Of coursc血is work of plaming will rpect wi〔h difficultics

because the §ituation has no〔 yet beeln stal弄lizcd and the

qucstion of French interests in Indochina has n6t yct been

Settled. Neverthele§§言t is not absolutcly impossible to draw

up a prcliminary plan on simple and realistic line§・

If we∴Strive only for national rcconstruction but ne如ct

to struggle for independence’§OverCignty, unity and ter-

ritorial integrity’Our COuntry Will be rcduced to being an

`“autonomous state,,, a form of dependency on Francc. Our

PeOPle arc not a warlikc people. We lovc peace. Hcnce our

govemmcnt signed thc Preliminary Agreement of March 6’

1946. But the treacherous behaviour of thc French coIonial-

ists forced us to pursue the war of resistance to defend

OurSelves. We are ready to accept an armistice on thc basis

Of tme recognition by France of our fundalPental na〔ional

interests’but a§ long as the French forces continue to attack

and tcrrorize us, We muSt COntinue to defend our§elves arms

in hand until they recognize the impossibility of re-e§tablish-

ing their domination over our country and par〔1tlOnlng Our

territory. Has the war of resistan龍in the South only a loral

and provisioml character or will it be transformed into a



long-term and nation-Wide resi§tanCe? That is for the French

to answer. A・S for `lS’We mu§t血oroughly support血e strug-

gle of our people in the Sou血・ increasc our forces every-

where’heigh〔en our vigilance’be ready to face any eventuality

and fight until complete victory i§ gaincd.

To carry out resistancc and mtional rcconstruction, We

mu§t mObilize∴all the forces of our country’fight agamSt

the Frcnch coIonialists, policy of division’COnSOlidate nationa】

SOlidarity and §Cek new allie§ in the world.

The policy of grcat unity advocated by President Ho‘chi

Minh must be carricd out thoroughly and cxtensively.

Na〔ional unity : frustrate the coIonialist schemes to divide

Our nation along the north-SOuth or the former thrce-Kγ

line and to sct the national minoritics against the ma)Orlty

POPulation.

Papular unity : All classes and strata of血e people must

Struggle nde by side agalnSt the common enemy to galn

national ind争endencc and unity.

Unity betwcen rcligions : Not to allow thc coIonialists to

incite Catholic’Buddhist’Hoa Hao and Cao Dai compatriots

to oppose血eir own people.

Unity betwccn all parties : A11 patriotic and dcmocratic

Parties must put a§ide a11 prejudice§ SO aS tO Strug如hand

in hand against thc colonialists and the Viemamese 〔raitor§.

The cn〔ire peopIc∴Should unite into a National United

Front to fight the French coIonialist aggrcssors and wre§t

back coml)lete indcpcndence. For a ycar now’nOthing has

becn able to shake that Front, Which is cemented by the

blood of our fighters coming from all over the country to

dcfcnd thc South. On that front, the whoIc people should

act a§ One tO fight the aggressors’rePrCSS the trahors, defend

the democratic rcpublican rcglne and rebuild our country

so as to make Vict Nam into an independcrit, unified’frce

and happy country.

That is thc objcctive of Licn Vict,血e Viet Nam National

Lcague. This National United Front represcnts a highly

appropriate form of national unity which our people have

devised in their struggle against the French reactionaries and

庇Vietnamesc traitors in the present §tage. It must be broad-

Cned to include all partics which are struggling for national

indcpendence and democracy, aS WCll a§ all patriotic non-

Party elements.

I〔 might be asked : Is the Viet Nam Natioml League only

a short term political manceuvre a§ thought by some?

Certainly not ! It must be a political organiza〔ion able to

mobilize all血e broad masses to fu脆I the tasks of national

salvation and national reconstruction.

To broaden and consolidate the Vict Nam National League,

We Ought to devclop and strengthen the Viet Minh Front’

becau§e the Viet Minh Front with its strong organizadons

naturally constitutes the corc of the National League. And

in order to develop and con§Olidate the Viet Minh Front言t

is n⊂CeSSary tO unite and dcvelop a11 organizations of the

WOrking class and to consolidate the worker-PeaSant alliance.

Inside the front’Our COmPatriots must strive for cIo§e・

broad and effective unity. But that is still not enough. We
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must al§O find allies outsidc our country, Streng叫en intcr-

national solidari〔y・ and unite with all anti-imperialist forccs

in the world.

First we must unite with the great Soviet people who havc

defeated fascism and are healing the wounds of war in order

to go on wi血socialist building and con§Olidate the Soviet

State, the bastion of peace and democracy in the world.

We must unitc with the French people who have madc

many §aCrifices in their struggle for liberty and justice, and

Who sharc a common enemy with us : the French reac-

tionary coIonialists. Wc agree to join the French Union

but this Union must be a ``dcmocγa宏。nd raicrn訪mion

bciu′CCnかoc md cqu訪pco〆c’’, tO u§e [he words of Com-

rade Lozeray, member of the Ccntral Committee of血e

French Communist Party at a session of the French Consti-

tucnt Assembly on March 20, 1946. That Union should not

be used as a cage to imprison the coIonial peoples after ``clip-

Ping their wihgs∴ In -Our Struggle to force France to respect

Our independence, SOVereignty and terri-tOrial integrity, We

mus〔 achieve^ unity of acdon with the French people and

With all par専and organizations faithful to the idcals of

the French Revolution : liberty’equality’fratemity. For that

reason we greet the forma〔ion of thc ``Franco-Vietnamcse

Association,, warmlyl and we hope that it will become a

firm bridge betwecn thc two peoples who have a common

enemy : Frcnch coIonialism.

We should also ally ourselves wi血a11 peace-loving and

democratic pcoples’Particularly with the Chinese people・

A霊蒜。嵩「霊諾豊島n〔豊島藍塁霊葦葦
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our grcat neighbours who are resolutely struggling for

democracy・ unification and indepcndence. Generally speaking

WC muSt unitc wi血all apprc§§ed pcopIcs who arc fighting

〔O liberatc thcmsdvc§.

During the Sccond World war, We joined our efrorts to

thosc of the forccs fighting aggressivc fascism. Today, the

War is over but we must continue to side with revolutionary

and progressive forces to liquidate the remnants of fascism,

fight thc intemational reactionarics, COn§Olidate world peace

and smash the imperiali§tS, schemes to draw mankind into

anothcr world war.

For that reason, the Democratic RcpubIic of Viet Nam

mus〔 claim its place in血c United Nations Orginization and

in血e intemational arena as a peopIc who have participated

in the∴Strugglc agamSt aggreSSive fascism’WreSted powcr

from血e Japancse fascists, and row continue to struggle to

force the French coIonialists to respect血e Chartcr of the

Unitcd Nations Organizatibn・

CORRECTING SHORTCOMINGS AND ERRORS

To fulfil these tasks, the∴entire people’and particularly

the Communists and血e o血er revolutionary fighters, mllSt

COrreCt their shortcomlngS and errors. President Ho Chi Minh

Of〔cn says: ``wc doれ/cW Jhc, C.nC桝y; ovC O砂/car ,hc

crro?T Of oタイr {Omradα !’’

Indced’has not the enemy attacked us by expIoiting our

Shortcomings and errors? That is why we mu§t rCSOlutcly

climinate all erroncous tenden‘Cies.
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We should wipe out the tendencies to anarchy and indis-

Cipline ‘seen in carelessne§S and disobedience of orders from

§uPeriors, and infringements of govemment instructions and

Of Party discipline. These tendeneies show a misunderstand-

ing of the dcmQCratic rcgime. Therc are somc who do not

Clearly realize the meanlng Of revolutionary order and

democratic discipline ; they think that a democratic reglme

can tolerate disordcr, COnfusion and hcedlessnes§ Of ordcr

and security. From thi§, an諒chy and indiscipline wi11

emerge : ParOChialism, SCCtionalism, militarism and bureau-

C重atlSm.

We mu,St : Root out thc tcndencies 〔o isolation and narrow-

mindedness which are seen in the way certain pcaple arc

treated and certain events viewed, and also in the carrylng

叩t of various party policies, eSPCCially心at of national uni〔y.

This harmful tendency betrays a lack of confidenee in the

masses and in onesclf ; at the same time it shows a dogmatic’

mechanical interprctation of Marxist-Leninist theories.

Eliminatc∴Subjcctivism and `` lcft ’’d。Viations which lcnd

誓書藍霊霊等霊慧i霊宝霊言
thc masses ; ‘` presslng On ” without paying the least attention

to庇objective conditions and the rcal possibilities of the

Eradicate conscrvativc and rightist tendeneies which lead

us to cling to routine and old formulas` Stick stubbomly to

血e old prejudices, and fail to recognlZC neW Changes early

enough’When determination is the only spirit in conformity

With our rcvolutionary era.

Eliminatc血e tendency to unprincipIcd compronisc wi血

eithcr thc rcactionarics or with one’s companions in struggle.

This tendency demonstrate§ a lack of dc.tcrmination to keep

firmly to one’s position, an OVCrC§timation of the∴enemy

and an underestimadon of血c strcng血of thc masses, a

failure to rely upon the masscs or to usc them as a strong

backing. This tendency also demonstrates a wrong under-

standing of thc pelicy of the Front’and the∴eXistence of

the bdief that becausc wc are in血e samc national united

front we must always∴eXCuSe One anO血er’s mistakcs and

abstain from crltlCISlng eaCh o血er.

Resi§t血e tendency to complacency, beipg satisficd with

one,s success ; this makes us smug and arrogant, Weakens

Our SPirit of criticism and §df{ritici§m’hinder§ Our PrOgreSS

and keeps us away from thc masses.

Eliminatc the tendency 〔O PeSSimism and vacillation, Which

makcs us grumble and lose heart when facing ob§taCles, doub〔

and lose our head§ Whcn §uifering failures’and consequcntly

glVe uP the struggle and run away from our respon§ibility.

The abovc shortcomlngS and errors are manifestations of

petty-bourgeois mentality. If we do not corrcct them promptly・

we will not be able 〔O unitc血c entirc people in struggle

for the∴country‘s independence’reunifica〔ion・ democracy

and rcbirth.

We havc no illusions that those∴CrrOneOuS tendcncies can

be overcome within a shor〔 time and that thc revolution will

quickly wash away thc bad habits and customs lef〔 by血e

Old regime.

And we are firmly confiden‥ha=he profound changes

in the political, eCOnOmic and cultural fields will a1low us
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to gradually overcome thcm. Thc point is that each com-

muni§t militant, CaCh citizen should rcalize that while scek-

mg tO tranSform socICty, they should try to remould血cm-

Sdvcs. Social transformation includcs individual rcmoulding`

Which in turn con庇butes to the rem租king of society.

Aftcr se亜ng the qucstion of the politica1 1ine to be follow-

ed,血c policies to implement, an・l thc tasks to bc fulfilled,

the question of cadres is a very lmPOrtant One tO be soIved.

Who is it that applies th⊂ POlitica=ine and carries out

the tasks? Of course it i§血c whole peaple, but first of a11

it is the∴Cadre§, who are thc‘ vanguard elenents devoting

themsdvcs activcly to the work of propaganda and organiza-

tion, Of lcading the masscs to carry out血e policies of thc

Govemment and the Par[y, and Who serve as good examples

亡o庇pc叩Ie・

We must admit tha〔 One Of the shortcomings of oし一r PreSent

movcmen〔 lies in thc lack of cadres. Few cadres for much

WOrk. hencG[/eaCh person having too many lrOn§ in (血e fire.

Many cadrcs cithcr do not complete their tasks or botch chcm ;

Or they work at random without any pre-eStablished plan’

Or else let thcmselves be bogged down in details and do not

look far ahead.

Thercfore, a decisive task at the prcsent time is to strive

fowards a grcater number of cadres, and to havc good

Cadres; tO PrOmOt⊂ eXIStlng Cadrcs in a rational and just

Way and to train new ones patiently and methodically. Every

Cadre must guide ,the noviccs who work alongside him so a§

瑠

to create ncw cadrc§・ Thcrc arc §O many aCtive workcr§狐d

pcasants’SO many honcst youths fully dcvoted to thc Rc‘'Olu-

tion who are rcady to accept cvcry sacrificc ! Havc confidcnee

in thcm, CmPloy血cm boldly, guide them paticntly, but

do not forgc亡to cootrol (hem・

At pre§Cnt’WCurC OVerWhdmed with work. It is nece§-

sary to mobilizc a11 our manpower・ Wealth and talcnt. No

ability, nO Cfrort should be wasted. Ahairs of Statc arc not

the monopoly of some special group of pcrsons’SOmC Party

or sone revolutionafy class・ but they are the common businc§S

of the whole peopIc. Naturally庇choicc of cadre§ mu§t

not be madc at random or be promptcd by pcrsonal feclings,

but neither. should we be too rlgOrOuS in rccruiting them

from血re §PCCialists and empIoyce§ of the old regime.

Thcre arc not cnough §Chool§ foundcd by the Govemment

to ensure∴the traln]ng Of new administrative言udicial,

military, eCbnomic and technical cadrcs. In addition to these・

the revolutionary organizations must frequendy open politi-

cal training courses fo‥hcir cadrcs’hold cla§Se§ tO teaCh

them the experience∴aCCumulated, and organize talks and

lectures to which the public will be admitted on a wide §Calc・

Simultaneously with the ex〔en§ion of mas§ education and

the struggle against illiteracy・血erc is a great necd for dcvelopT

mcnt of higher, SeCOndary’and general cducation・ reVi§ion

of the curriculum, and selection of students to be sent al)rOad.

At the present time the question of cadres contaius a con-

tradiction. The great majority of national salvation cadres’

§Chooled by the revolution-ary Struggle, are loyal・ eager and

skilful dcments wi血a good background’but most of them

have a poor educational lcvel. The fault is not their§・ for血c



majOrlty COme from the labouring masses’and have remaincd

i皿itcra[e or have not been able to complete thcir schooling.

On血e o血er hand, the technici狐S, SPeCialists and intel-

1ectuals who have graduated from Frcnch univcrsitics havc

a ccrtain cultura=evcl but know little about politic§・ We

camot reproach血em with thi§ ei血er, for throughout our

eighty years of slavery, did thc imperiali§tS eVCr lct血e

Vietnamese people study politic§ and engage in political

activities? Their sole concem was the formation of a class

of young Vietnamese intellectuals who would serve them as

血cir tool§ Only・

Therefore the remoulding of inte11ectuals a§ WCll as the

training of new cadres at血is prcsent time must aim at rcmov・

ing血is contradiction. National-Salvation cadres must be

glVen material conditions to raise their educational lcvel and

theoretical political knowIcdge. At血e same time’We muS〔

encourage血e intcllectuals and technicians left by血e

old rcgime to JOln POlitical groups and attend political

training classes.

We mus亡Criticise the ineorrect attitude of some Viet Minlh

cadres who仰ake light of those intdlectuals and technicians’

are prejudiced against them, have no contact with then’

do not empIoy them and are averse to leaming from them・

But at the same time we must condemn the point of view

。f some non_Viet Minlh intellectuals who think血at the

Viet Minh and communist cadres who have had the merit

of leading血e revolution to心e seizure of power have now

fulfi11ed their task and must now “withdraw’’from the

political arem and relinquish血e task of national reconstruc-

tion to people wi血degrees, tO the technicians.

Those who nurture these thoughts fail to understand thc

nccessity of the Communi§tS and generally speaking thc

Viet Minh militants who marched in血e vanguard during

血e period of underground struggle for血e liberation of血e

Fa血crland §ticking to their vanguard roIc now more than

ever. devoting血eir political knowledge and revolutionary

spmt tO the work of national dcfenee and national r∝On-

I〔 is comforting for us to know血at, from the August

Revolution onwards, intellectuals have joined the Vict Minh

Lcaguc and the Lien Viet in ever greater numbers. Strug-

gling in the peaple,s ranks’血ey have shown an eager

patriotism and respect for the State and Front discipline.

They have gradually come 。ose to the workers ahd the

peasants and they aie now developing into good revolutionary

cadres, and the country can pln muCh hope on them.
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Au糾St 1945・

Au糾§書1糾6・

Onc year has passcd - wiror血several dccades in the cxpcri-

cnccs gained. Thc Vietmmese people have brokcn the ilm-

perialist fcttcrs by thc Augu§t Rcvolution to march forward

now with gian〔 stridcs. Stcelcd through their mi11cnnia-Old

hi§tOry Of creative labour and glorious struggle ・the Vietnamesc

people are launched upon thc conqucst of a bright futue

wi血cnthusiasm. Thcy havc always been a young・ COurageOuS

pcaplc full of vitality whose indomitable spirit continues to

develop to the astoni§hmcnt of the whole world.

Tihe Victname§C PCOPle have covered quite a good distance

on thcir p空h 〔o liberation. Howcver’they havc to prc§S

forward and carry on pressing forward- Many obstades have

arisen on the road already travelled, but thanks to their uni〔y

and struggle車Vietnamese people have gaincd thcir first

In thesc days,血e resistance in Nam Bo (southem part of

Viet Nam) southem Trung Bo (central part of Viet Nam)

continlueS∴This heroic struggle for self-defence develops the

achievements of the August Revolution and further stcels

thc traditional virtues of our peopIc.

The French coIonialists haped to soIve the Viemamese

problem according to血eir own desires by amed forcc. But

the war of resistance waged by thc Vietnamese people has

shown them that they are mis〔aken. The Victnamese peaple

arc ready to wage a long struggle, OVCrCOme all difficultics

and obstacles and re§Olutely fight the brutal coIoniali§tS and

WIPe Ou[ a11 their stooges until Viet Nam i§ COmPletely

libc.rated and thc Vietname§C nation has gained complete

Indcpendence, Liberty and.Happiness・



THE RESISTANCE WILL WIN



PREFA C E

A foul and §aVage∴CnCmy lS riding roughshed oYer thc soil of

Viet Nam. The Victnamesc people are waging a hcroic war of

rcsista.ncc’determincd to avenge血e blood shed. Will Vict Nam

survive? Willl t`he Vietname§e PCOPle succeed? Thesc arc thc qucs-

tions being asked by our compatrio〔§ and by many pcopIc in othcr

Hcre is oし1r anSWCr: thc Victnamese pcopIc will皿Ot bc r⊂duccd

to bon音dage ! The movcment for the liberation of Viet Nam is aln

integral parlt Of thc ,nCW democratic movemcnt surging血rough the

‘‘udd. As for the encmy of Viet Nam, ,the French coIonialist§, they

reprcsent out-Of-date, decadent imperialism, Whose fatc has been

se録lec‖by history.

At present"hc Vie'namese armed force§ arC Sltill weaker than tho§e

of the∴enemy言t is thcrcfore nccessary to prolong lthe war of

rcsistance. In lhc∴COur§e Of thc fighting we will devcIop our forccs,

3nd gradually wcar down the∴enemy,s∴strCngth, un.til thc day we

CこIn CruSh him completely. This war of resilStanee muSt be waged by

the whole pcopIc, in evcry field - mililtary, POliticaらeconomic a’nd

c`]ltural - SO that, ‘whe「ever the enemy gces he meets our fierce

resistance, Which cncircles and chokes him, giving him not a

moment,s rcspltC ln Our COun直y.

This book sets out 'the guiding principIcs of the fight to the death

録gainst lthe重・eaCtionary French coIonialists for the genuine i重rdcpendence

and reunification of the Fatherland’for the maintenance and dcvel-

opmem Of the dcmocr{一tic republican regime in Viet Nam’and for

thc sn-all contribution that the Vietnamcsc peopIc can make to the

S証eguarしIing of world peace and dcm∝raCy.
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Viet Nam’s armcx=l resistance lS a JuSt War. A just war gene「a11y

rcceives considcrable∴SuPPOrt and derives immc‘nSC S〔rCngth from the

PeOPle. However, lthe experrences of the Abyssinian peopIc in thc

s[ruggle agains‥he Italian fascists in 1935 - 1936 have shown that

evcn a JuS〔 war may faill if the mili[ary command commits blunde「s,

and if propaganda, mObilization and forcign policy are weak. There

is a　重esson in this for us.

To win final vic〔ory in this Iong and -hard struggle i§ nOt an eaSy

task・ Success can only be achieved when the followmg fundamental

COnditions are assured ‥ thc∴COrreCmeSS Of our politica=ine’the

achievemen〔 of compact national unity’the consolidation of our rcar,

thc ′hcroism of our army and pcople and chc comp⊂tCnCe Of

our∴CO皿m種皿d.

This war of resistance enha'nCeS lthe Victnamcse people’s prestigc

thro`1ghout the world and enriches the best traditions of our nation.

Our compatriots havc all heard thc sacred call of亡hcir Fathcrland・

and are rlSlng uP ln rCSPOnSe. Determined to fulfil their duty 'tO the

Fatherland, chey vie with each o〔her in proving themscIvcs worthy

of　亡heir anccs章ors,

The salient s〔rong POinしOf the resistance mder the Tran dynasty

consisted of cIcver s〔ra【agems.

Thc salicnt◆StrOng POint of 〔hc resistance in thc rcign of the Latcr

Le was perseverance∴and endurnnce.

The salient strong pomt of 〔he resistance during　血e reign

Of Quang Trung lay in speed and vigour of attack.

U皿der thc leadcrship of President Ho Chi Minh, Our national hero,

a rynlthcsis of thc historical experlCneeS Of Viet Nam and othc「

COuntries is being achievcd in ordcr to turn dcfca〔 into vietory. Grca亡

SaCrifi'CeS∴and strenuous cffor[s are being made by all the peopIc in

CVCry Par[ of our country.

Howevcr savagc and schcming the rcactionary French coIonialists

may be, the ]ong resistancc of our pcople i§ SurC tO be victorious・

8す

The Resistancc will win : chi§ is our unshakablc bdief. And that

is (血c title wc have given this book, which comprlSCS ar融es dcaling

With the Resistance’first published in Nos. 70 to 8l l of the review S“

T方a12, and latcr revised and amcnded. The book is now published

by thc S“ T方a′ Publishing Housc on thc occasion of血c s∝Ond ami-

versary of the outbreak of the war of resistance in southcm Viet Nam.

BilC Bo, Scpt⊂mber 19, 1947.

TRU命NG℃ HIN H

臆‾

l Issuc‘=n the pcriod from March 4, 1947 to August l, 1947.

2・ Tr〃l方. (Transla章or).
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WHOM ARE WE F工GHTING?

The Vietnamese people arc waglng a SaCred war for frcc-

dom and indepcndencc言n dcfence of the 〔Crritory handcd

down to them by血eir ancestors. The whole country lS

rlSmg agalnSt the∴enemy.

Who is血e enemy rThe enemy is the reactionary French

COIonialists’Who are re-invading our country by armed forcc.

The reactionary Frcneh colonialists arc our deadly foes,

Our main encmy. They arc our swom cnemy for∴all time,

Whosc advanee we mus〔 make spccd to chcck, and who must

be crushed and annihilated.

It is not Franee we are fighting. France is a democratic

COuntry. Whose new constitution statcs that it will ``never

launch any.aggressivc war and ncver use force to infringe

the liberty of any people’’・

Is it the French people we are fighting? No ! The Frcnch

PeOPle・ Who Iove ``liberty, equality and fratemity", have

no dcsire to invade our coun〔ry. They know chat心is aggres-

Sion wil=cad to thcir children dying on thc battlefield’and

[hat only a handful of grecdy capitalists will benefit fron it.

The more we丘gh〔, the more the French pcople will hatc

the French colonialists ; they will demand that血eir govem-

ment agrce to an armistice and to the withdrawal from

Indochim of the French reac亡ionaries who oppose their aspira-

tion§ and bring dishonour撃on血c name of the new Francc.

Naturally we are not fighting against the Frcnch peaple ;

we are not even fighting against all types of French colonialists.

Presid⊂nt Ho Chi Minh has said : ``There are French

businessmen who want to carry on their business activities

in Viet Nam. They know that to conduct business and makc

Profits, they mus〔 COOPerate in good fai血with the Vietnamese

PeOPle. They know that血e prccondition for that cooperation

is that Viet Nam be independen亡and unified. Thesc are

the non寸eaCtionary coIonialists. As for血ose who schemc or

use force to subjugatc our pcople, they are the rcactionary

coIonialists.’’1

I亡i§ Only against 〔hc Frcnch reactionaries who “ scheme

Or uSC force to subdue us” and who refuse to recognlZe Our

right to indcpcnd印cc and reunification that we arc fighoing・

Thc more we fight’the more clearly will the relatively less

rcactionary colonialist clemcn〔S realize that the aggrcssive

War in Vie〔 Nam is harmful∴They will oppose the stub-

bom reactionary coIoniali§tS’advocating a pcacefし一I se〔〔le-

ment and co-OPeration with us in order to `’conduc{ business

and make profits ” in our country.

Arc we fighting all types of colonialists all ovcr the world?

Of course not! We are not so §tuPid as to declarc war on

those who remain neutral, Who do not send troops agalnSt

us. ’rhat would sow necdless hatrcd bc〔Ween them and

OurSC賞ves.

l・ Reply to journalists’qucstions, Januaty l, 1947.
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In brief・ We are neither Francophobe nor xenophobe. We

arc only against the reactionary French colonialists.

We pledge never to a皿ow血cse coIonialists to impose血eir

yokc agaln uPOn Our COmPatriots. We are rlSlng uP, armS in
hand and we shall not lay血em down before thc reac〔ionary

French coIonialists have becn swept right out of our coun叫

The French soldicrs・ legion〃aries and coIonial troops are

forced to come to Indochina to fight us. They are mere

Pitiful tooIs of the reac亡ionary Frcnch coIonialists. They are

forced to leave their homes,血eir parents, their wives and

Children, and are sent hcrc to serve a§ CamOn fodder for血e

imperialists and coIonia轟st§.

We have to fire on them because they are obliged to fire

On uS in the interes〔s of血c reactionary French coIoniali§t§.

In this ‘Var against the reactionary French colonialists, We

CamOt aVOid fighting the Freneh and colonial soldiers. We

do not hatc血em however. On the contrary, both we and

they have a common enemy : the∴reaCtiomry Frcn{丸coIo-

nialists. When′ the Frcnch and coIonial soldiers come to

undcr§tand thi§, nOt Only will they refuse to fire on us, but

they will even come over to our side with their am§, and

together wi血u§血cy will tum them against the French

reactionaries. That is why we must seize evcry apportunity

While fighting the French reactionaries to make pr9Paganda

among the French §Oldiers・ legionarics and coIonial troop§,

and mus〔 trcat血em we11 when血cy arc taken prlSOner.

As for the puppet soldiers, they are our compatriots and

most of thcm are pcasants. The coIonialists are making usc

Of them [o fi如agains〔 the Fathcrland. W。 muSt St.ive.all

the more vlgOrOuSly to make them rcalize this, in ordcr to

証nhcm over to the ranks of the resistance with thcir arms,

and to annihila〔e血c aggressors togcther wi血us, in ato皿c-

ment for their offences against血e country.

If we succecd in achieving au this’血e encmy ranks wi皿

disin〔egrate and the reactionary French coIonialist§ Wi皿be

To isolate thc enemy in orde‥o overthrow him is the

COmmOn taC〔ic of a dass or of a nation血at is detcmincd to

轟gh亡, and章o win.
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WHY MUST WE FIGHT?

In his appcal to mount a war of re§istance made to our

COmPatriots on December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi Minh

said:

``Becausc wc Iove peace, We made concessions; yet the

morc concessions we made’thc more pres§ure the French

COIonialists put on us. The reason was that they had dccided

to invade our country again.’’

We did indeed make numcrous concessions to the French

COlonialists. But, greCdy and savagc, they broke their word’

trampling loyalty and justice underfoot. They have attacked

us’SO WC muSt fight back in self-defence.

In Augu* 1945 the Japancse were defeated. Our peopIc

rose up to §eize back power. On September 23, 1945’the

French coIonialists attacked and occupied Saigon’OnCe agaln

unleashing an aggressive war upon our country.

On March 6’1946’thc French coIonialists signed a ``pre-

1iminary Agreement’’, aCCOrding to which we allowed French

troops to cnter the North and Centre of Viet Nam. But they

did no〔 impIcment thcir par〔 of the Agreemcnt. Not only

did亡hey fail to efIcc=he cessation of hostilities in sou血em

Vie〔 Nam’but thcy cstablishcd a puppct govemment in

what血ey called血c ``Autonomous State of Nam Ky’’, and

attacked and occupicd the south-WeStem Part Of central

vie〔 Nam with 〔he intention of foming a伍wcstcrn State’’・

At thc same time’they attacked Son La and Lai Chau in

nocthem Viet Nam, and occupied the rcglOnS Of Lang Son

and Hai Ninh, With the intention of foming a “Nung

Statc’’. They可so occupicd the coast from Hai Phong to

Mong Cai, thinking to found a `Fedcral zone’’1.

On Septcmber 14’1946’a mOdus vivendi was signcd

bctween France and Viet Nam・ According to this modus

.nt討Vict Nam. Gcncr種l Ledcrc, COmmandcr of French forccs in thc FJLr

E亀sいent the following directive to thc officers uder his comm亀nd :

“Your jくねis not simply to restore thc forn-er French administration :∴ n

addition yo-1 muSt dcfcnd Frcnch in[C「e`tS during thc ncgotiations being held

in Indochina∴alId P.しris.

・・Thcsc d読nsivc measures ‘‘.il同c put into effcct cither by modcratc stcps

bringing steady daily progress… Or by forcc whcrcv亡でneeded..・’’

On Apri=8, 1946' Gcnc「al Valluy, Frcnch commander in northem Indochina’

scnt thc follow′ing dircctivc to thc offic⊂rS under his command :

s葦葦葦請書s盤葦霊精霊器等嵩慧
and providc in particular for action to ∝C‘lPy thc to‘↓・n∴Sincc thc best mcans

Of dcfcncc is gcncrally at章祉k・

``Thc plan has thrcc d〕jectivcs :

s。告葦葦霊詰器請託霊宝霊薬霊霊n笥
barracks’SuSPeCt neighbourhoods, armS depots ilnd military equipmcnt storcs ;

“2- Occupation of all k⊂y POints in thc l∝alities (public scrvices, bridges,

a「tistic nlOnumentS, taCtical points) ;

・・3 - And, by aI)Plying thc above 'meaSurCS, tO guarantCC ProtCCtion of thc life

and propcrty of Frcnch residcnts in thc∴are^∴COnCCrnCd・

・`As soon as this plan has been drawn up and its m諭faccts put into practicc,

a study must bc made as ca「ly as possiblc of compIcmcntary mcasurcs which

can be taken in order to transfom acdvities 'invoIved in this purely military

operation jnto acti‘▼ities ‘‘・hicll Wi11 set the scenc for a∴COuP d,ctat”. (Directiva

No.11)

0
,
読



Vivendi’We rCCOgnizcd血c cultural and economic intcrests

Of Francc in Vict Nam. A§ for Francc’She agrecd to impIc-

ment心e cease-fro, and to respect dcmocratic freedoms in

Nam Bo (formcrly Cochinchina - Trm最強or).

Implementing the modus vivendi’We gaVe back to FrarlCC

the Pasteur Institute in Hanoi and cea§Cd our fire in Nam Bo.

Howcver’France took advantage of our good faith and

dispatchcd troop§ throughout the countryside in §Outhem

Viet Nam to arrcst our patriots and to re-eStablish the
“Council§ Of Notables", a French puppet administration, in

the villagcs. At血e same time thcy blockaded the port of

Haiphong’attemPtCd to scize controI of our Cu§tOmS and

thus create丘nancial difficultie§ for our Govcmmem.

….From this it is dear that as e種rlv as March 1946 thc French coIonialists

intended to ∝CuPy Our tOWnS and overthrow our Govcrnmcnt・ On Apri1 6,

重946・ Valluy scn‥hc following sccret dirc証vc to coIond VicairぐCOnCCming

しhc invasion of “thc Nung Statc’’:

``Pr∝eCd to Co To and prcparc for ‘一n∴att・一Ck on∴thc NuIうg Statc around

Mong Cai・
``Leave part of your t「oops in Co To al「d Van Hoa and keep thcsc pla⊂CS

accupicd pending further ordcrs’’・

Fo11owing Gencral Va皿y’s dircctive, CoIoncI Vicairc notcd in a rcport to

his∴COmmander on the occupation of the Nung State on Apri1 2l, 1946 :

“Our action may be defined as thc cx:CuPation of the base of a trianglc

(Hanoi-十Iai Buorlg- Hongay, Mong Cai), thc apex of which is Lang Son,’.

Reporting on Gribelin’s troops use of bandits　'o stir up troubles in thc

Quang Yen rcgion言n prcpar元on for the ‘reCuPation by French troops of th.

mmlng nrea・ Vicairc wrotc- On the∴Same day ‥

‘`The ∝CuPation of the mining area of M種o Khc∴a’一d Uong Bi by the rcgular

army・ aS PrOPOSCd by thc Tonkin Coaトmining Company, SCemS impos§ible in

亜p「escnt ⊂ircしmS章anC⊂§.

“In all ev⊂ntS attention must be paid not only to thc ∝CuPation of the Nung

Statc, and the political activities which must be carri.d out behind the Hongay一

票語義詩篇専at the same time thc actions of a glOuP Of partisans

These samples of d∝umCrltary eVidence arc∴Su範icnt to expose thc French

COIonialists’ criminality. Faccd with such dcar pr∞f, how can the Frcnch

invadcrs stil】 deny tha‥hcy attacked and accupied Vict Nam prcmeditatedly?

Whcrc is the validity ill thcir propaganda accusing Viet Nam of attacking

章he調　firs亡?

On November 20, 1946, thcy obstructed thc co11cction of

cしIStOmS by our Govemment, and fired on our security and

customs officials while the latter wcre carrylng Out their

dutics. Our troops fired back in sclf-defcncc. D,Argcnlicu

種nd Vanuy ordered the outright ∝CuPation of Haiphong

and Lang Son and, in violation of thc∴agreCmCntS Slgn-

cd, Simultaneously landed thousand§ Of Frcnch troops in

Da Nang"

Thus, thc French coIonialists violated first the Prcliminary

Agreement of March 6’1946・ and血en thc modu§ Vivendi of

S中cmbc重14・

They were thus attacking us in all threc砂(northem,

Central and southem p叩S Of Vict Nam - Trm砂or).

There could be no fur血er doub〔 about thcir intcntions :

thc French reactionaries, obvious schemc was to rc-invade

Our COun亡ry・

But that was not a11. Following thc Haiphong and Lang

Son incidents, the Freneh coIonialists s[aged repcated prov-

ocations everywhere thcy had troops stationed.

More oil was thus poured on the fire. The situation becamc

Our people no Ionger trusted the French O組cials’word

and took active measures to cope with all cventualities. Ear血

rampart§, COmbat trcnches’barricadcs wcnt up in Hanoi and

other places “′here French troops were∴Statiened.

On December 16, 1946, all the French coIonialist ring-

1eaders in Indochina met in Haiphong. On the following

day, French troops re§Orted to prov∝ations and launched

an a〔tack in Hanoi. On Dccember 17’1946’they cro§§ed the



barricade in Hang Bun S〔rec〔 in血c Yen Ninh quar〔er of

Hanoi, and fired on the hcadquarters of血e self-defence

forccs in that street. Their fire was retumed. Then thc French

fofcc§, armed wi血mortars, machinc-gunS, CannOn and grc-

nades, attaCked the w心ole Yen Ninh area. They broke into

houses, raped women, Slaughtered children and pi皿aged

PrOPerty, Creating a state of war right in the heart of Hanoi・

The reactionary Frcnch coIonialists in Indochina wcre tak-

ing advantage of the Cabinet crisis in France - the Bidault

Govemment had resigned, the Blum Govemment was not

let in power -- tO Carry Out a POlicy of /訪“`t:Om〆・ From

that day onwards, there was a state of generalized war

betwecn thc Victmmesc people and血e Fr。nCh coIonialists,

a war provoked by the French coIonialists.

On December 18, 1946, French forces occヰed our Minis-

try of Finance and the Ministry of Communications and

Public Works. At the same time, Morliere, the butcher of

Ycn NEnh, Sent an ultimatum to our Govcmmcnt, dcmand-

ing that the self-dcfence forces be disamed and threatcning

to assume controI of public security in Hanoi.

The French coIonialists were trying hard to press their

Plans through. The atmosphere of hostility be亡WCen Vict

Nam and France became∴eXtremely tense. Then’On the

night of Deccmber 19, 1946’under severe provocation on

the part of French troops in Hanoi, fighting broke out in

the capiul and hostilities spread throughout Viet Nam・

Events have proved that it was the reactionary French

COIonialis〔s who failed to keep their word’and who broke

the Preliminary Agreement of March 6 and the modus

Vivendi of September 14. It was血ey who provoked war

ud launched準ack§ On uS throughout thc country. They

し一SCd forcc to invade our country and to partition it. Wc

could not continue making concessions to thcm・ Had we

(」one so` Our Govemment would havc become a puppet gov-

cmment’and our peopIc∴Slaves. For that rcason, We WerC

compellcd to rcsist・ tO figh=hc rcactionary F.rench coIonial-

i鴫in order to defend the integrity of our country :一nd to

ma証」in our soverelgnty.

As President Ho Chi Minh dcclared in hi§∴apPCal of

Dcc. 20, 1946 :

’’Even if wc must sacrifice everything, WC are dctermined

no=o lo§e Our COuntry’nOt tO livc as slaves,,・

丁hc French reac〔ionarie§ insist in their propaganda that

We∴attaCked thcm first’On December 19. This is nothing

bしIt an attemPt tO COnCeal their own crimes. They themselvcs

撫acked us as early as November 20言n Haiphong and Lang

Sol〕, and on December 17 in the capital; they attacked us

immediately after the signing of血e Preliminary Agrcemen亡

On March 6, 1946, and even before. They whine shamele§Sly :

‘’Viet Nam is actlng ln COntraVention of the agrcemcnts.,,

急nd hope in thi§ Way to delude people and make them forget

lhe French violations of the∴agreement§・ But in the face of

S〔ubbom fact’they must bear the full burden of responsibil-

ity言n the∴eyeS Of history言n the eyes of the world and of

the French people.

Ihonest people have to acknowledge today that our people

(lo Iove peace and that our Govermcnt pursues a very

moderate policy. But whcn forced to fight, We do so with

detemination. The anger our people have long kept at bay

blazes forth today like l主ghtning.
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WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING FOR?

The reactionary French coIonialists intend using methods

Of attrition to get the王r ha重1ds on our country. Furthcmore’

they are applying a policy of fait accompli in order to con・

tinue their reactionary man(則VreS in Indochina regardless

Of changes in血e political situation in France.

If the French peopIc ask questions, they will be told :
‘The whole thing,s settled, there is no prchlem !’’

In order to defeat these policics of `iattrition’’and fait

accompli of thc French coIonialists’the Vietnamese people

must fight !

France has signed an Agreement with Viet Nam・ Why

should those who call themselves representatives of France

CXPeCt the Vietnamese pcople to implement the Agrcement’

While they regard themselves as free to disregard it? How

do the reactionary French coloniali§tS’Of whom d’Argenlieu

and his clique are mere lackeys’dare to send ‘`ultimatums’’

to our Govemment? In face of the faithless, unjust, insolent

behaviour of the reactionary French coIonialists’the Viet-

namese people must fight !

The French colonialists oppressed and expIoited the Vieト

namese p⊂aplc for nearly a century. During the five years

of the Second World War, they apened the gates of Indochina

to the Japanese fascists and, tOgether with them, CauSed our

people un〔old hardships and burdens. Today’On Seelng uS

win power and gain independence and freedom, they become

concemed for their sordid intercsts’and look upon us with

hatred. According to the modus vivcndi of Septembcr 14,

1946’We reCOgnized their cultural and economic interests

(interes〔s, alas, Which they acquired by our peopIc’s sweat

and blood・ but which they were incapable of protecting,

letting them fall into Japanese hands ; it was our pcople and

Our PeOPle alone’Who wrested them back with the August

uprising !). But they were not satisfied. They want to make

qur people once∴agaln SerVe them as soldiers and coolies,

and pay them taxes∴They want to muzzle our ・PeOPle’

torture’maSSaCre and imprison them as before.

To wipe out the cowardly, greedy French colonialists, the

Vietnamese people must fight !

How much blood our ancestors shed because of thc French

invaders上Today we must again shed our blood because

of them!

How many of our young people in血e flower of youth

have been sacrificed on French scafIolds and in French

Prisons? How many women have been raped’how many

Children bumt alive? How many mothers have lo§〔 their

little ones, brothers lost their sisters, husbands been torn

from their wives? How many houses have gone up m

flames’Vi皿ages fallen victim to terrori§t raids? How much

gold and rice has been plundered? How many churches and

tombs have been desecrated’PagOdas and temples bumt

and razed P
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To annihilate thc French reactionaries, to defend them-

Sdves, 〔O defend civilization and the causc of justicc, the

Vietnamese pcople must fight !

The guns fired in our war of resistance spit thc hatrcd

Of the Victnamesc pcople in the faces o自he Frcnch

Now the Vietnamesc people not only demand tha‥he

French coIonialists respec=he∴agreementS already signed ;

their demand is not simply reversion to the po§ition a§ it

WaS On November 20 and Dccember 17言946, aS §OmC PeOPle

have mi§takcnly undcrstood.

No! The shots now being fired are those of a long

resistance ! We mus〔 Win independence and national unifica_

tion. Independence and unification within the French Union

if need be’but it must be independcnce and unification !

The Preliminary Agrecment of March 6, 1946’and the modus

Vivcndi of Septcmbcr 14’1946, Cntail rccognlt10n Of the

COmPlete independence and the complete unification of Viet

Nam : Only on thc§e COnditions can peace be re§tOred・ Other-

Wise, the Vietnamc§e PCOPle havc no altcmative but to fight’

fight and fi如again - fight until心cy achievc thc complete

annihilation of all rapacious reactionaries on their beloved soil.

Thc French rcactionaries arc attempting to set up a puppct

govemment for the whole country∴Then they will proclaim

the recognition of the fake independence and unification of

a Viet Nam headed by tha〔 Govemment. But their trcacher-

OuS SChcmcs are doomed to failure. The Vietnamese pcople

arc not as easily deccived as they think.

Some people say that血e slogan ``independence and unifica-

tion within the French Union当mplies a contradiction. Why

does Viet Nam agrce to remain part of the French Union

when it claims to be independent rThese friends forgct that

thc Vietnamc§e PeOPIc have firm confidence in themselves

and trust the French people’and thereforc do not fear to

remain part of thc Frcnch Union. The Vietnamesc people

are ready to co-OPerate With thc new France’becausc they

know that §uCh co-OPCration言f it is sincerc and based on

cquality and壷e consent・ Will be beneficial to bo血sides in

thc present intcmational imbroglio. The Vie〔namcSC PeOPle

‘1o not want thc French pcopIc∴and thc democratic world

to misunderstand, tO think that Vict Nam wishes to leave

the French Union in orde‥o jOm SOme rCaCtionary bloc

hostile to 〔he force§ Of peace and democracy...

There∴are O血ers who say that the sIogan ‘`independence

and unification wi血in the French Union” betrays a wavcr-

mg reSistance and hopes for peaceful negotiation with France.

We reply : The Vietmme§e PeOPle do not hate the French

PeOPle’and it is not against them we are fighting; SO Why

Should we not be on friendly terms with them? On the

Odrer hand the Vietnamese people do realize that in order to

establish friendly relations with the French people, they mus†

resolutely brcak down thc wall which scparates the French

意nd the Vietnamese peoples - that wall is the French

coIonialists. We are determined to annihilate the French

reactionaries, Who d:一ily widen the gulf which separate§

ou‥wo PeOPles, both of whom love peace’JuStlCe and

freedom.

To achicve thc above-mentioned political aim of the war

of resistance (independence and unification within the French

Union), mere diplomacy w皿France is inefIective. We must
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Wage a War Of resistance’We muSt take military action. Here

are the military aims of our war of resistance :

l∴To annihilate the cnemy forces in our country ;

2. To crush the aggrcssive (lesigns of the enemy completely;

3. To take back the whole coun〔ry・

Our people advocate a long resistance ; this means to strive

to achieve our military aims in order to realize our political

aims. If France recognizes the independence and unification

Of Vie〔 Nam within the French Union’’, We∴Shall agree ;

Otherwi§e, When the resistance of Viet Nam has scored fiml

Victory’Viet Nam will become an independent state outside

the framework of the French Union.

IV

THE CHARACTER OF OUR RESISTANCE

History knows two kinds of wars : ]uSt WarS and unjust

wars. Just wars ar。 War§ fought a§ainst oppressors and con-

querors to 'Safeguard the freedom and independcnce of the

peoples. Unjust wars are wars whose purpose is the seizure

of territories, and a usurption of the frccdom and happincss

of the majority of the people of these territories.

Our peoPlc ar⊂ fighting thc rcactionary French coIonialists

in order to regain freedom and indepcndence, tO defend and

liberate themselvcs ; Our War Of resistance is thereforc a rcvolu-

tionary war, a PeOPle,s war fought in self-dcfencc, a 】uSt and

progressive war. On the other hand’thc French coIonialists

are invading our country with the∴aim of opprcsslng and

expIoiting our people as beforc ; the aggressive war of the

French coIonialists is therefore an unJuSt and reactionary war.

A just war always en]OyS Warm SuPPOrt from people of

goodwill and from progressive nations all over the world.

An un)u§t War Wins only disapproval and contempt from

sound public opinion and the peace-loving pcopIcs.

We are not surprised that world opinion has not supIror〔ed

France up to now. On the other hand many countries (India・

Burma, Indonesia and Malaya in particular) support and

CnCOuragC uS・
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This is one of thc many fac〔ors which wcaken the morale

Of the French soldiers and strengthen the determination of

Our army・

Morcovcr, although血e Augus〔 Revolution won power

for the Vietmmese people, i〔 did not completely liberate thc

whole country. The prcsent war of resistance will complete

thc task of nationa1 1ibera【ion.

Though thc August Revolution set up the Demorratic

Republic of Viet Nam・血is regme重§ nO〔 yet perfect. The

PrC§en[ war of rcsistanec will cxtend and consolidate the

democra〔ic republican reglme Of Vict Nan and develop i亡

On thc basis of new democracy.

That is why Viet Nam,s armed resistance not only has

the character of a nationa=iberation war, but is also a

Struggle for new democracy. Does this not make it part

Of the great democratic movement now blazing through

章he wo「ld?

This resistance carries on the work of the August Rcvolu-

tion. It is a revolutionary war aimed at achieving national

indepcndence, dem∝raCy and freedom. A new Viet Nam is

bcing forged in the fire of the resis〔ance : an independent,

unifed` democratic’PrOSPCrOuS Viet Nam - a neW demo-

Cratic Vie〔 Nam.

There are some friends who thinlk that since our prescnt

Struggle has a national and democratic character at血e same

time as we are lfighting thc coIonialists,血en血is∴entails

land being taken from血e landlords and distributed to the

tillers. We reply : this war of resistance is ful創ing the task

Of na〔iona=iberation and is develaping new dem∝raCy. At

PrCSent, We Shal1 1imit ourselves to the confiscation of land

and other property bdonging to Vietnamese traitor§ in order

to distribute thi§ land to血c peasant§ On the onc hand’and

swell thc budget of thc rcsi§tanCe On the othcr. Thi§ does

not mcan that wc shall cany out absolutely no land reform

dし一ring the∴COurSe Of the war of resistance. But it must be

implemented gradua11y and undertakcn step by stcp, 1n SuCh

a way as to differcntiatc∴amOng the fcudalists・ and isolate

血e French coIonialist aggrc§sor§・

This war of resistance is a people,§ War. The overwhelming

majority of our people arc peasants. Nearly all thc fighters

of our regular’militia and guerilla forces are peasants too-

Our resistance is in fact a peasant war led by theworking class.

The Vie〔namCSe PeOPle are not struggling for thomselves

alone. They are §truggling for their own liberation and at

血c same time for血c defenee of world peace. The French

reac亡ionarics who are invading Viet Nam are par〔 and parcd

of intemational reaction. Their ranks consist of a great

number of German soldiers who were formerly membcrs

of Hitlcr,s fascist armies. A number of Frcnch coIonialists

who took part in thc resistance again§t the German fascists

during the last world war, SuCh as Va11uy’Morlicrc’etC.・

have today betraycd the ideal of opposition to aggression’

letting selfish and shameful intcrests ge‥he uppcr halnd.

Their collaboration with French financial magnates ha.s

tumed them、 into their lalCkeys in their aggression agamSt

Viet Nam.

In thi§ Way the VietlnameSe PeOPle‘s fight agalnSt the

reactionary Frcnch colonialists i§ a fight agalnS〔 remnantS Of

the fascist force§, Who openly violate the United Nations and

A〔lantic Charters and are swom enemies of world pcace.



The Victnamcse people realize tha〔 only whcn the reactionary

French coIonialist§ have been swept out of Viet Nam. will 〔he

French and Vie亡namese peopIcs,l both loving independence

and peace, be in a posltlOn tO enter into gcnuinelcooperation

Within血e French Union’and in thc great democratic

family of world nations.

Thus・ the re§istance in Viet Nan is a progressive war in

Which we are fighting for freedom言ndependence’’demo-

CraCy and peace・

V

MILI′rARY RESTSTANCE

Many people think that resi§tanCe COn§ists in no more

than sending亡rOOPS tO the front to fight the∴enemy. h fact’

to take up arms and fight the∴enemy is only one aspect

of the problem. The re§istance of our people must be carried

out in evcry field : military, CCOnOmic’POlitical and cultural.

How are we to fight in the military field?

Resi§tanCC in the military field means uslng CVery meaSure’

every s〔ra〔agem’tO main〔ain and dcvelop our own forces・

while destroying those of血e enemy. It means using force

to drive血e invader out of our country.

Thc guiding principle of the strategy of our whole resisト

ance is to fight a protracted war.

To protract thc war is the key to victory. Why must the

war be protracted? Because if we compare our forces with

血osc of the enemy言t is obvious that thc balance is still in

血e enemy・s favour・ The enemy,s country lS an indu§trial

one喜OurS is an agricultural country. The enemy has planes’

tanks, WarShips; aS for u§, We have only rudimentary

weapons. The∴enemy trOOPS are Well-trained’OurS are nOt

inured to war. If we lthrow血e whole of our force§ into

a few battles to try and decide the outcome, We Shall certainly

be defeated and the∴enemy Will win. On the other hand,
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if while fighting we maintain our forces, eXPand them,

train our army and people直arn military tactics while fight-

】ng’We ShalI gain wha〔 we lacked at the outset and grow in

Strength. If we at 〔he same time rcduce and harass the enemy

force§, We Shall weary and discourage thcm in such a way

that` Strong a§ they are・ they will become weak and will

meet defca〔 instead of victory. In short・ if we proIong the

War’Our forces will grow strongcr’thc cnemy forces will

be weakened・ their already low morale will bccome still

lower’their alrcady poor financcs will become still worsc.

The more we fightJhe more united our p⊂OPle∴at home

will be’and the more [he world democratic movcment wi11

SuPPOrt uS. On the other hand’the more the enemy fights,

the more the anti-War and democratic movement in France

Wi11 stay his hands告he rising revolutionary movemen-t in

the French coIonies will oblige the enemy to spread his

forccs ; and he will find him§。f in a position of isolation

in 〔he in〔cmational arcna・ To achieve all 〔hese results, the

War must be proIonged, and we mus〔 have time. Time is

On Our Side - time will be our best strategist’if we are

dc〔ermined co pursue our resistance 'to the end.

Under the Tran dynasty, Our PeOPle wagcd long wars of

rcsistance threc times in 31 years ltO defeat the Yuan in-

Vaders. Under the Later Le dynasty’it took us ten years,

resistance to wipe out血e cruel Ming troops. It took the

Chincse people eight years to free themselves from Japanese

OCCu函onl. Those who want ``lightning war and rapid

Victory’’, Who want to bring the whole of our forces to

工・ Thosc are clear∴eてamPles∴。f r)rOtr:lCtCd rc.sistanc⊂.

the battlc-front to win speedy victory and rapidly to decidc

the outcomc of thc war, have leamcd nothing from the

invaluable∴CXPerienccs of history ; indeed’they understand

nothing of thc §tratCgy neCeSSary tO Our PeOPle in, thi§ War

of rc§istancc. They do no〔 belicvc in the ability of the masses.

All that they would achieve would be the premature sacrifice

of the bulk of our forces in a few adventurous battles ; they

would commi〔 heroic but uscles§ Suicide. They pretend

contempt for血e cnemy. Ye=hcy are the very oncs who

are afraid of thc enemy and of a long re§istance war.

What is our line in the fighting it is to scize thc offen-

sivc and force a rapid decision in evcry battle.

We∴are∴attaCked. The∴enCmy is stronger than we are.

If we rc-main on the defensive, and only defend ourselves

where we are attacked, the more we fight the weaker wc

shall become --庇more we fight the more we §hall be

defcated. 1Therefore, in evcry campalgn and ba〔tle’the weak

polntS Of the enemy must be discovered and attacked’and

we mus〔 a〔taCk forcefully to annihilate his forccs. If we

attack, We muSt do it quickly and decide the battlc rapidly.

(From the strategic viewpoint, We mu§t PrOIong血e war ;

but in every individual campalgn and from a tactical view置

poinlt, We muSt aChieve quick rc§ults)・ It is only by applying

the tactics of lightning attack that we can destroy the encmy

scctor by sector. The effec〔 of many battles in which the

enemy is destroycd sector by sector・ Will be the weakening

of his forces as a whole, and thcir demoralisation. Our

forces, On the othcr hand, Wi11 increase and our fighters’

morale will be strengthened. We shall go on in thi§ Way



until we reach the point at which we are sufficien)tly strong

to launch a general counter-OfIensive.to defea‥hc∴enemy

On all bat〔le-fronltS and to recover血e whole of our territory.

To attack forcefully and wipe out the -enemy m ev叩

balttle we must apply tactics of maximum mobility, Penetraト

ing deeply and then w弛drawing as ・far as possible. We

must concentrate our forces rapidly’launch lightning attacks,

thcn disperse likc a flash・ In o血er words, from a tactical

Viewpolnt’We muSt Wage guerilla and mobile warfare.

Guerilla warfare is the me血od of fighting in partisan

units or with relatively sma11 groups of the regular army

disguised as civilians and mingling with血e pcopIc. Though

these forces are amed wi血rudimentary weapons only they

are extremely active. They attack the∴enemy from bchind,

Outflank him or launch sudden attacks on his weak points.

They pretend 〔o attack血e enemy,s right flank while actually

attacking his left’血cy concentrate for attack and disperse

to dodge the∴enemy,s reply. They cut communication line§,

harass血e enemy while he is eating or sleeping, Wear down

his strength’CauSe him wearincss and distres§, render his

forces lamc* 1ost’hungry’thirsty… The three most gcnerally

empIoyed tacticsノof guerilla warfare are : SurPrlSe attaCk,

ambush and harassment. Fighting must be co-Ordimted

With sabotage. Sabotage is a wonderful means of resistance

by gueri11a forces or by regular troops less well-armed than

血e enemy・

Mobile warfare is fighting in which血e regular amy,

Or guerilla forces mustered in relativcly large units nnd co-

OPerating with the regular army, uSe mOre Or les§ advanced

WeaPOnS’grOuP themselves rapidly and launch lighltning

attacks; enCircling the enemy ln Order to destroy him`

working round positions to attack him, attaCking from

behind rather than launching frontal attacks, advancing

rapidly and withdrawing quickly. On a long and deep

battlc-front (somctimes stretching the lchgth of the country),

the fighting units must divide dutics among themselves and

co-Ordinate their actions, attaCkin音g lthe enemy according to a

common plan, disturbing his forces, SPreadilng alam and dis-

order among血em, SO血at they will ei血er be destroyed or

be forced to wi'thdraw. The characteristic of mobile warfare

is : tO man創Vre With flexibility, attaCking血e enemy and

destroying him.

In order to win, We muSlt Wage a guerilla war and engage

in mobile warfare or guerilla-and-mObile warfare ; that means’

a mixed fom of military tactic. But a11 this does not mean

血at we shall not practise positional warfare.

What is positional warfarc? It is the depIoyment of forces

of the regular army in readiness for a battle’digging

trenches, Setting up fortifications, Checking the enemy’s

advance, taking advantage of血e enemy,s weak points

and inadequacies to attack him and occupy his positions.

So Iong as we are not as well-armed as the enemy・ tO

apply posi(tional warfare in a hurry is to doom ourselves to

failure. ThaJt is why gueri11a and mobile wa血e are at

presen‥he chief forms of fighting, and positional warfare

only a secondary form. Sometimes guerilla warfare should

be applied ra血er血an mobile wa血e and somedmes vice-

v。rSa, all according to血e concrcte objective and subjectivc

conditions at each particular time∴and place. Because we

are short of ams, guerilla warfare wi11 in general be the
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most widesprcad mc〔hod of fighting employcd by our

PeOPle in the long-term reSistance. With lthe gradual develop-
ment of the war・ Our army Will gain more cxperience and

We∴Shall have more modcm arms, SO tha〔 mobilc warfare

Will be applied more∴eXten§ively’unltil’finally言n thc sねge

Of general counter-Oflensive, POSitional warfare will play the

ParamOun亡rOle・

As they have not ye=horoughly grasped the principles of

the above mcntioned methods of fighting’Our rCgular troop§

and guerilla forccs of〔en commit considerable tactical

blunders. Thc Thi Nghe batde at the end of 1945, the Nha

Trang and Thua Thien battlc§ in carly 1946, the battle to the

WeSt Of Hanoi last March and othcr§, Showed that in血e

first stages our troops had a tendency to fight a war of posi-

tion. They therefore∴Su任ered losses or became bewildcrcd

When attacked by thc∴enCmy. On the other hand, Where

WC Shift rapidly and in good {ime to guerilla and mobilc

Warfare・ We nOt nOly avoid losses but are also able to stay

the advance of血e enemy and to defeat him.

Guerilla warfare must be the tac〔ic of血e people as∴a

Whole, nO‘ Of the army alone.

To achieve good rcsult§ in gucrilla and mobilc warfare,

We muSt mObilize血e people to suppor亡Our armed forces

enthusiastica11y and to fight the∴enemy tOgether with them.

The people are the eyes and ears of thc army,血ey feed and

keep our soldier§・ It is they who he中心e army in sabotage

and in battle. The people are the water and our army

the fish. The pcople constitute∴an inexhaustible∴SOurCe O壬

Strength for血e army. To increase their numbers-the troops

must recruit new figh-terS from among the people. That is

why the entire peaple must be armed, guerilla movemcnts

must be initiatcd and the actions of the rcgular army and

gucrilla forces must be co-Ordinatc.d. We must act in such
a way chat whercvcr the enemy goes, he meet§ the resistance

forccs of the entire Vietnamese people who fight him arms

in hand, ready to die ra小cr than rctu叩to slavcry.
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