TRUONG-CHINH

SELECTED WRITINGS



PROGRESSIVE BOOKS
12 BERRY STREET
LIVERPOOL 1
051 709 1905




TRUONG - CHINH
SELECTED WRITINGS



TRUO'NG-CHINH
SELECTED WRITINGS

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE
HANOI — 1977






Preface ..
CHAPTER L
CHAPTER II.

CHAPTER III

CHAPTER IV.
CHAPTER V.

CHAPTER VI.
CHAPTER VIIL

Preface ..

CONTENTS

THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

A Glorious Page in Our History ..

Tactics of the Vietnamese Communists in
the August Revolution ..

The Good Points of the August
Revolution . e oy o v A

The Weaknesses of the August Revolution.
Character and Significance of the August
Revolution .. Fed Soloa i a A T, . |
Prospects of the Vietnamese Revolution.
The Urgent Tasks of the Vietnamese People

Conclusion .

THE RESISTANCE WILL WIN

.

I — Whom Are We Fighting ? ..

II — Why Must We Fight ? ..
III — What Are We Fighting for? ..
IV — The Character of Our Resistance

v
VI
VII
VIII

Military Resistance

— Political Resistance

Economic Resistance

Cultural Resistance

IX — Characteristics of the War ..

13
18

26

34
41

49
87

&0

88
02
08
103
107
114
121
128
124




X — The Three Stages of the Long-term Resistance.
XI — Our Difficulties and Those of the French ..
. XII — Balance of Forces ..
XIII — What Is to Be Done ? .. e e e e
XIV — Some Burning Problems in the Military Field.
XV — Launching the Militia Movement ..
XVI — Building the Armed Forces
XVII — Eliminating Erroneous Tendencies ..
XVIII — Mobilizing the Whole Population
Conclusion. .. .. .. .. .. ..

MARXISM AND VIETNAMESE CULTURE

I — Culture and Society ..
II — The Stand of Marxist Culture .. .
III — Vietnamese Culture, Past and Present ..
IV — The Character and Mission of the New-Democracy
Culture .. e e e e

V — The TUnited Cultural Front and the National
United Front . .

VI — Vietnamese Culture in the World Democratic
Cultural Front

VII — Some Concrete Problems of Our Country’s Present
Literature and Art .

Concluasion.

ON THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

Part One The World Situation and the Vietnamese
Revolution ..

I — The World after the Second World War and
the Struggle to Safeguard Peace ..

II — The People’s Democratic Movement in the World.

III — The National Liberation Movement in Colonial
and Semi-Colonial Countries .. e

141
151
158
168
173
186
191
195
203
210

217
224
234

264

212

278

283

298

301

301
309

315

Part Two The Nature of Vietnamese Society and the
Vietnamese Revolution ce e ee e
I — The Nature of Vietnamese Society
II — The Vietnamese Revolution ..
Part Three The Party’s Policies .
Part Four The Viet Nam Workers’ Party

I — Why Does Our Pa.rty Take the Name of Viet Nam
Workers’ Party ? . . .

II — What Is the Viet Nam Workers’ Party ? ..
IIT — Building, Strengthening and Developing the Party.

IV — President Ho Chi Minh, the Founder, Teacher and
Leader of Our Party .
\

THE PARTY’S POLICY CONCERNING THE NATIONAL
UNITED FRONT
IMPLEMENTING THE LAND REFORM

1 — Why Do We Have to Carry out Land Reform durmg
the War of Resistance? .. .

II — How to Abolish Imperialist and Feudalist Land
Ownership in Our Country ? ..

III — Distribute Land to the Peasants, Put the Slogan
“Land {o the Tillers” into Practice .

IV — Implementation of the Land Reform Requires Mobi-
lization of the Broad Masses of the People ..

V — To Strengthen the Party and Enhance Its Leadershlp
in the Land Reform .. .

Conclusion. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..

FORWARD ALONG THE PATH CHARTED
BY KARL MARX

1 — Karl Marx, a Dedicated Revolutionary, the Founder
of Scientific Communism .. e

323

323
342
379
433

433
436
438

447

468
489
508
519

539
583

860




II — How Has Our Party Apphed Marxism-Leninism in
Viet Nam? .. . ..

IIl — Let Us March Forward under the Banner of
Marxism-Leninism and Accomplish our Immediate
Tasks with Glory .

FOR THE CENTENARY OF LENIN'S BIRTH
ON THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL UNITED
FRONT AT PRESENT
4

I -—— To Mobilize and Unite All Anti-US Forces in the
Country and the World to Defeat the US Aggressors.

II — Role and Character of the National United Front
in the Present Stage of the Revolution ..

III — On the Immediate Tasks of the Viet Nam Fatherland
Front. . ..

SPEECH ON THE 85th ANNIVERSARY OF PRESIDENT
HO CHI MINH’S BIRTH (19 May 1975)
POLITICAL REPORT AT THE POLITICAL
CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE ON NATIONAL
REUNIFICATION, HELD IN HO CHI MINH CITY,
NOVEMBER 14 TO 21, 1975

I — The Long Struggle of the Vietnamese People for
National Independence and Reunification ..
II — The GYeat Victory and Historic Turning Point.
III — Immediate Tasks of the Vietnamese Revolution ..

IV — The Substance and ObJectxves of Completlon of
National Reunification

V — The Urgent Problems to Be Solved with a View to
National Reunification on the State Plane ..

581

641

718

733

749

786
793
799

805

812

THE AUGUST REVOLUTION




PREFACE

to the 1946 Vietnamese edition

Dear readers,

This little book is a collection of articles published in the news-
paper Su Thar (Truth) on the occasion of the first anniversary of
the August Revolution. The articles have been revised and filled
out. Some passages have been re-written.

Our only aim is to relate the history of the heroic struggle of
our people, to submit it to a serious assessment, to determine the
character and the significance of the August Revolution, to outline
its future development and, lastly, to propose to our compatriots the
immediate main tasks necessary to.the realisation of national indepen-
dence, freedom and happiness.

At the present time, there are people who have not lost a drop
of sweat for the revolution, or who have acted and are acting as
traitors, who try to deny the importance of the August Revolution.
They pretend that our people did not have to struggle very hard
and that power fell into their hands by “chance”. In face of this
reactionary point of view, we have only to recall the phases of our
people’s struggle in the Great National Salvation Movement against
the Japanese Fascists as well as in the August General Insurrection
of 1945. We stress particularly the leading role and organising work
of the Indochinese Communist Party and the Vier Minh Front as
well as their skilful tactics in the preparatory period leading up to
the insurrection.

We outline the details of this path to salvation and way of build-
ing the country at this stage, the glorious path mapped out for our
people by President Ho Chi Minh, the way to check the policy of



the French colonialists which is a policy of aggression and of
successive encroachments in the military field, and of division and

deception in the political one.

_Thc August General Insurrection, like the Great National Salva-
tion Movement against the Japanese fascists, was a struggle which
had a variety of forms and was rich in content. This book does not
pretend to contain the full story of its manifold experiences. We
hope that the fighters in our revolutionary movement will draw
further lessons from that treasury of experience and complement
this book.

In any case, the following pages will be of some use if they
succeed in strengthening the reader’s faith in the success of the
task of national liberation, and help him to understand his civic
duties better, and to correctly understand the policy advocated by
the communists in our country for the present period and the
Marxist - Leninist methods of mobilizing the masses, adapted to
the situation in Viet Nam.

The August Revolution was of a decisive character, but it was
enly the first great victory of the national liberation movement.
We shall have to fight harder battles to safeguard our national
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, to consolidate our
democratic republican regime and to achieve total independence.

The struggle for national liberation is extremely hard, but it is
sure to achieve complete victory. We firmly believe this and now
invite the reader to review with us our recent heroic struggle so as
to prepare for future struggles.

Hanoi, September 29, 1946
TRUONG-CHINH

CHAPTER 1

A GLORIOUS PAGE IN OUR HISTORY

THE HIGH TIDE OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENT

On March 9, 1945, the Japanese fascists swept the French
colonialists out of the political arena in Indochina. In less
than twenty-four hours the French colonialists laid down
their arms and surrendered to the Japanese in all the main
towns. Some French units scuttled to the frontiers. Others,
in Cao Bang and Bac Can, made an attempt to cooperate
with the Liberation Army in the fight against the Japanese
fascists. In Bac Can, a “Franco-Vietnamese resistance com-
mittee against the. Japanese fascists” was organized. But
after a time, the French left us and fled to China’. It can
be said that the French troops in Indochina did not resist
the Japanese, and that the Resistance was solely our

people’s work.

On the very night of March 9, the Standing Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Indochinese Communist Party
decided to launch a “Great National Salvation Movement

1. Although Major Reul in Cao Bang and Lieutenant Pontiche in Bac Can
ordered their troops to cooperate with the Liberation Army, it was rather to
avoid being disarmed by our forces than to carry on the struggle against the
Japanese fascists. That was why they fled before waging even a single battle

on our side.
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against the Japanese Fascists” ! at a meeting held at Tu Son
(Bac Ninh province), about 20km. from Hanoi.

The next day, in the Hoang Hoa Tham resistance zone
(High and Middle Regions of northern Viet Nam), the
guerrillas took isolated posts by storm, and disarmed a
number of French soldiers and of Bao An? units to prevent
their arms from falling into the hands of the Japanese;
they attacked the Japanese troops moving along the roads
from Tuyen Quang to Thai Nguyen and from Bac Can
to Cao Bang provinces, harassed them even in the Bac Can
provincial capital, and launched sudden attacks against their
base at Cho Chu, etc... In northern and central Viet Nam,
thousands of Japanese paddy stores were stormed by the
people and their stocks of rice distributed to the poor. In
this way the famine was relieved by revolutionary means.
In Bac Giang, Thai Nguyen, Bac Can and other provinces,
peasants rose up, seized and distributed land held by the
Japanese and French.

Most of the attacks on paddy stores became armed parades
and demonstrations. Armed Viet Minh militants addressed
the magses at cross-roads and in market-places to win them
over to the national cause. The illusion that the Japanese
fascists could be useful to us, that they had come to free
us, etc. was firmly dispelled among the masses and in the
revolutionary ranks. In the main towns, picked units of the
Viet Minh Front, operating under the noses of the Japanese
troops, killed dangerous traitors and predatory Japanese

1. See directive of the Standing Bureau of the Indochinese Communist Party
of 12 March 1945: “The Japanesc - French clash and our action”.

2. Bao An : puppet troops.
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officers, sowing confusion and fear in the ranks of the Jap-
anese fascists and their lackeys. Self-defence units or guerilla
teams developed quickly everywhere. Everyone was in a
fever to get hold of any kind of weapon so as to be ready
to hurl himself at the enemy at the first opportunity. People’s
Revolutionary Committees were set up in the regions con-
trolled by the guerillas. In other zones, Liberation Com-
mittees sprang up like mushrooms. They led the masses in
the preparations for the general insurrection, and trained
them in the exercise of power.

The Revolution was gaining incredible momentum. Pre-
insurrectionary anticipation prevailed everywhere, arousing
the enthusiasm of members of national salvation organiza-
tions and winning over even the wavering elements.

In April, the Revolutionary Military Conference of Bac Ky
(northern Viet Nam) held in Hiep Hoa, Bac Giang, drew
up a plan for unifying the people’s armed forces, made
preparations for the general insurrection, carried out local
insurrections and set up the High Command of the Libera-
tion Army in northern Viet Nam.

The free zone was officially established by decision of the
conference of cadres from the six provinces of Cao Bang,
Lang Son, Ha Giang, Bac Can, Tuyen Quang and Thai
Nguyen, convened by the Viet Minh General Committee in
June. It included the territory of these six provinces, and
unified the various regions placed under the control of the
revolutionary power.

The new Viet Nam came into being.

The people’s revolutionary committees adopted forceful
measures to suppress the various forms of oppression and
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exploitation by the fascist. militarists, break .the colonialist
chains and improve the people’s living conditions." A part
of nporthern Viet Nam was effectively controlled: by the
revolutionary power, and this situation provxdcd the August
General Insurrection with extremely favourable conditions at
the outset. '

From June onward, the Allied air forces launched massive
attacks against Japan.

At the Potsdam Conference in July the Soviet Union
decided to participate in the war against Japan. The Viet
‘Minh General Committee, headed by Comrade Ho Chi Minh,
speeded up the convening of the National Congress. But,
because of difficulties of communications, the Congress could
not be held in the liberated ‘zone until August, at the very
moment of the Japanese capitulation.

THE AUGUST INSURRECTION

On August 9, the Soviet Red Army launched a tempest-
uous attack on Manchuria, and within six days, the crack
Japanese «Kwantung. Army was destroyed. The: survivors
surrendered.

This decisive victory of the Soviet Army sealed the fate
of the Japanese fascists, and it was the Soviet Union that
actually liberated all peoples subjected to Japanese oppression.

Japan’s position became hopeless. It was then that the
Communist Party, which was holding its National Congress
at the time, decided to launch the general insurrection and
to found the democratic republican regime in Viet Nam.
The Viet Minh General Committee was set up immediately.
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At the news. of ‘the imminent unconditional . surrender of
Japan, this Committee on the -night of August 13 gave the
order to launch the general insurrection.

The People’s Congress was convened at Tan Trdo village;
Tuyen Quang province, in the free zone on the morning
of August 16. More than 60 dclegates from big'and smalt
nationalities and of all political convictions in our country,
gathered in an atmosphere: of friendship and great enthusi-
asm, approved the Viet Minh ' General Committee’s order
for general insurrection, decided ‘upon the -domestic and
foreign policies of the revolutionary power, and appointed
the National Committee for the Liberation 6f Viet Nam, i.c.
the Provisional Government of the Dcmocratxc Repubhc of
Viet Nam. ’

After many years of pcrilo‘us' pcrégiriaﬁons and blaﬁdéStinc
activities, Comrade Ho Chi Minh appearcd before the pcoplc s
dclcgates for the ﬁrst time.

Because the Pcoplc s Congrcss opcncd 1mmedxatcly aftcr
the gcncral msurrcctlon ordcr had been launched, it had to
hold a llghtmng session to allow the dclegates to return
to their regions qulckly and lead the decisive struggle togeth
er with the local militants. ( In fact, some dclegates bound
for the Congrcss received the order to turn back as early
as ‘\ugust 10). '

During this historic Congress, thc Indochmcse Communist
Party advocated an extremely judicious policy : 2o lead the
masses tn insurrection in order to disarm the Japanese before
the arrival of the Allied forces in Indochina ; to wrest power
from the [apanese and their ':tooge:-,’and findlly, as the
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people’s power, 1o welcome the Allied forces coming to
disarm the Japanese troops stationed in Indochina.

In numerous places, the Viet Minh militants took advan-
tage of the extreme confusion of the. Japanesc forces, who
were conscious of their imminent defeat, and implementing
the instructions given by the Communist Party on March 12,
took the initiative to lead the people to rise up and seize
power even before receiving the general insurrection order :
fr@in August 11 to 15, victorious insurrections took place
in almost all provinces of Bac Bo and northern Trung Bo,
in the rural areas of Quang Ngai, Khanh Hoa, (southern
Trung Bo) and My Tho, Sa Pec (Nam Bo). Several Japanese
posts.in the vicinity of the free zone were overrun on August
14 and 15. On August 16, the news of the Japanese surrender
began to spread rapidly. In all provinces, huge public meet-
ings accompanied by armed demonstrations' were held in
the streets and along the roads. A great number of factories
and pubhc offices ceased work. The gold-starred red ﬂag
was seen waving everywhere. Many armed demonstrations
were transformed into sudden attacks on  Japanese posts.
On August 17 and 18, hundreds of thousands of people
demonstrated in Hanoi. A general political strike began.
The Viet Minh delegates called on the masses to seize power.
On August 19, the entire capital rose up. The Bao An troops
and pelice detachments were sympathetic to the revolutionary
forces. The insurrectional forces headed by vanguard detach-
ments of youths and workers and led by Viet Minh cadres,
stormed the palace where the Imperial Delegate had been
residing. The latter had fled with his lackeys. The Viet Minh
proclaimed the foundation of the provisional revolutionary
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power. Faced with the irresistible growth of the revolution-
ary movement of the entire united nation and people,
Bao Dai abdicated. The Tran Trong Kim puppet government
surrendered. The Viet Minh General Committee sent their
delegates to Hue to receive the king’s abdication.

THE BlRTH OF THE DEMOCRAT!C REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

A few days later, almost all membcrs of the National” Com-
mittee for the Liberation of Viet Nam met in' Hanoi. In
conformity with the new situation, the Committec was
re-formed to include some non-party personalities .and ‘con-
stitute ‘a provisional government of national union presided
over by Ho Chi Minh. On August 29, 1945, a detachment
of the Liberation Army from the resistance zone entered
Hanoi and was hailed by the thunderous ovation of an
enthusiastic crowd: On September 2, President Ho Chi Minh
appéared before the people in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh square, where
500,000 people gathered in a huge meeting to hear the first
President of new Viet Nam- read the Proclamation of
Independence of the Dermocratic Republic of Viet Nam to
the Vietnamese people and to the world.

On' Septeniber 23, a million of éur cotpatriots demor-
strated in the “streets of Saigon-Cholon. The Nam Bo
(southern Viet Nam) Administrative Committee was founded,
and Vanguard Youth and militia units seized power in the
provinces and united to form the revolutionary troops of the
South of new Viet Nam.

In the cmcs and thc rural areas, from thc dclta to thc

mountamous. regions, People’s Revolutionary Commlttccs




22 TRUO'NG-CHINH — SELECTED WRITINGS

were ‘elected one after another ‘and completely superseded
the corrupt administrative machinery of mandarins and
notables. Within less than fifteen days, the people’s -revolu-
tionary administrative machinery had been established from
the central to the local level:

~ The prison doors were opened and political prisoners and
a number of common offenders were released by the revolu-
tionary power ; but traitors were punished. Poll-taxes were
abolished. The former fiscal regime was gradually modified.
Land rents were reduced by 259, and communal- rice-fields
distributed more equitably. The French industrial enterprises,
in the hands of the Japanese since March 9, 1945, passed
into the control of the new power and were temporarily
managed by the workers. Democratic rights were pro;laimed
for all citizens and equality was to be practised regardless
of nationality or sex. The democratic republican regime with
:a new democratic character, people’s democracy, had been
established.. Vietnamese residents in Laos helped Lao patriots
set' up power for the Lao people.

The entire Vietnamese people rose up with inconceivable
strength, did, their utmost to break the yoke imposed by the
Japanese fascists, and ‘made determined progress. Side by
side with the peoples of China and Korea, they marched in
the vanguard of the liberation movement of the peoples in
the Far East.

THE RESISTANCE IN NAM BO

People’s power had hardly been established in Viet Nam
when the British forces and those of the Chinese Kuomintang
came to Indochina to disarm the Japanese troops on the
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order of the Supreme Allied Command. The French -colo-
nialists in Indochina, who had surrendered to the Japanese,
now relied on the British forces as they prepared feverishly
to. recover their former position. - ' :

The most active among the French colonialists were pre-
cisely those fascists of the Petain -Decoux clique who had
formerly been the most zealous lackeys of the Japanese.

Armed and protected by the British forces, the French
colonialists launched their attack and occupied Saigon on
September 23. Our people replied by force of arms, and our
heroic resistance began from that moment. Since that time,
our compatriots in southern Viet Nam have endured hard
trials and sacrifices, starting a liberation war wh.ich has
enhanced the prestige of our people in the international arena
and set a good example to the nations of the Far East.

The Dong Nai® land, once drenched with the blood. of
the colonialist aggressors when they landed in our country
for the first time, has today become the strong bulwark
of the Fatherland. Heroes such as Truong Cong Dinh,
Nguycn Trung Truc, Nguyen ‘Huu Huan and others sacri-
ficed themselves to save the country nearly one hundred years
ago, and continuing their tradition, their descendants are
today in the vanguard of the fight for the freedom and
independence of our people.

REMARKS

In reviewing the history of the August Revolution, some

remarks should be made :

I >Dong Nai : name of a river in southern Viet Nam. Dong Nai land signifies
Nam Bo (southern Viet Nam).
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First of all, the triumph of the August Revolution was
duc to the two following subjective and objective conditions :

Subjective condition : our entire people were united around
the Viet Minh Front which was led by the Indochinese Com-
munist Party. The proletarian class exercised this leadership
alone, without shari-ng it with any other class. This means
that the revolutionary forces of our people were not scattered,
that there were no rivalries or internal conflicts among them
(except in some insignificant cases), and that at the dcci,siyc
moment, they could be gathered under the leadership of a
single organization to launch a direct and massive attack
against enemy lines. . | _ ,

Objective condition : World War II created an extremely
favourable opportunity for the Vietnamese people : the ene-
mies of the Vietnamese rcvolution, the Japanese and French
fascists, ;fought cach other. After overthrdwing the Frenc‘h,
the Japanese were themselves defeated by the Soviet Red

Army. That was enough for the Vietnamese people to be able
to fell them with a single blow and to scize power. /

Yet, however favourable the objective conditions may_ha\}c
been, they could not have led to_triumph ‘without good
subjective conditions. That was a fact.

Besides, the 'Au'gust Insurrection was a real people’s revolu-
tion. The Vietnamese pedplc had to struggle ‘against the
Japanese fascists in valiant combat and with arms in their
hands to regain their national. independence. Immediately
after this, they had to shed much blood to defend thci;
freedom. It was by the August Revolution that the dictatorial
fascist regime and the monarchy were overthrown and the
democratic republican regime set up. Comrade Thorez said
judiciously : '

28
THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

“ History teaches us that a revolution has many particular
features, the most important of which is the powerful uprising
of the masses who take their fate into their own hands and

pave the way to progress.”
Was that an important characteristic of the August R¢yolu-
tion ? Certainly.

1. Maurice Thorez — A French Policy.




CHAPTER NI

TACTICS OF THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS
IN THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

MORE FRIENDS, FEWER ENEMIES

It is impossible to speak of the August Revolution without
stressing the role of its leading core, the Indochinese Com-
munist Party. The favourable circumstances alone were not
cnot.xgh to assure victory. A correct policy and appropriate
tactfcs were also needed. The trtumph of the general insur-
rection of August 19, 1945, was not due to mere chance.

From 1940, the Indochinese revolutionaries were facing two
new facts: the world was torn by war, the Indochinese
people were oppressed and exploited by the double yoke of
the Japanese and French fascists. The national liberation
policy advoc‘atcd by the Viet Minh Front in the period sprang
from these two factors.

The war threw the antagonism between the two belligerent
camps into sharp relief. The double Japanese and French
yoke united rich and poor, equally hurt and humiliated, in
the same hatred and the same struggle against the common
enemy. At the same time, the conflicting interests of the
]:jlpanesc and French who ruled Indochina together, caused a
violent collision between them. One of the main tactics
adopted by the Indochinese Communist Party and the
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Viet Minh Front:in those years consisted in fully exploiting
this situation. ‘ .

Thus the foreign policy of the -Indochinese Communist
Party and the Viet Minh Front was based on the realization
that anti-fascist forces throughout the world were allies of the
Vietnamese people, and consequently the decision to . side
without reserve with the anti-fascist camp.

In its domestic policy, the Indochinese Communist Party
organized the: different strata of the people into a national
liberation front, the Viet Minh Front. The programme of
this Front assured. the protection of human and civil rights
and of property rights, respect for private property, democratic
liberties, equality between nationalities and the sexes, with
the aim of bringing about unity of the whole people against
the Japanese and French fascists. In view of the concrete
conditions of the revolution in Indochina, the Indochinese
Communist Party, promoter and leader of the Viet Minh
Front, left the watchword “ agrarian revolution ” out of its
programme (deciding, for the present, not to confiscate land
held by landlords), and this with a view to makinga differen-
tiation between types of landlords and winning a number of
them over to the anti-imperialist cause, widening the united
national front in the struggle for independence. This Front
was to comprise workers, peasants, members of the petty-
bourgeoisiec and even the national bourgeoisie, and include
patriotic parsonalities sprung from the landlord class.

~ Besides this, the Indochinese Communist Party paid par-
ticular attention to developing and consolidating the peasants’
and workers’ organizations to give a solid base to the national
united front, and waged a determined struggle against pro-

French and pro-Japanese traitors.
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On the one hand, the Party fully exploited the contradic-
tions between the two enemies of our people — the Japanese
fascists and French colonialists in Ihdochina — to give the
revolutionary movement a vigorous impulse and on'the other
hand, it tried- every means to isolate the Japanese and
French fascists. E :

When the fascists used repressive measures not only against
Vietnamese revolutionaries but also against progressive demo-
cratic Frenchmen, the Party undertook to win over these
French progressives to its cause, or at least to induce them
to adopt a neutral attitudc in order to increase its own forces
in the struggle against the French and. ]apanesc tascists.
When the French had been overthrown by the Japanese and
were no longcr really dangerous’ enemies the’ Party strove
to promote unity of action with evcry French clcmcnt rcady
to strugglc agamst the Japanese fascists.

"In brief, the Panty always kcpt its snghts on the p'rvirivci'pa'nl
cnemy the “concrete immediate _enemy ” of the Revolution,
domg its best to dCPI‘lVC the enemy of his supportcrs and
to find new thcs never dcv1at1ng from thc a1m of thc
national llbpratlon rcvolutxon

‘FLEXIBILITY OF TACTICS .

Thc Party had correctly foreseen that the ]apancsc and
French would 1nev1tably come into conﬂlct and had dcc1ded
to Changc its tactics at once should thls happcn and 1mmc-
dlatcly launch the gencral msixrrcctxon

- After the coup d’état of 'March 9 1945 thc Party accord

mgly launched a vast guerilla movement to seize. local power
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and organized a main resistance base against the Japanese
in an area in the highlands and midlands of northern
Viet Nam. At the same time it changed its slogans and
forms of propaganda, organization and struggle so as to
mobilize the masses more easily and rapidly lead them
towards insurrection.

At this time, the basic aim of propaganda consisted in
unmasking the hypocrisy of the Japanese fascists and mili-
tarists and in destroying all illusions about the expediency

of using the Japanese and cooperating with them with a
view to obtaining “reforms” within the “framework of
legality ... Such ideas only sowed confusion among the
people about the Japanese and their lackeys.

The propaganda used at that time took the ordinary form
of ‘speeches in factories, schools, markets, and public thor-
oughfares and the formation of mobile shock teams who
put up flags; banners and posters and distributed revolu-
tionary literature.

A higher form of propaganda was “ armed propaganda”
including armed demonstrations and guerilla activities.

As for agitation work, it dealt with the vital problem for
the masses — checking famine — by leading the masses in
the seizure of Japanese rice stocks; these actions could be
transformed into armed demonstrations when the situation
called for it.

The general form of struggle was the armed demonstra-
tion. A higher form used at this time was guerilla activity
wherever ‘the topography of the country was favourable, and
yet another was the elimination of traitors in town and

country by special squads.
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“Provisional organizations ”.. were used with great skill
to set up local power; national-salvation.and combat sel-
defence groups and. militia guerilla teams or“squads were

organized and developed.

The general ‘organizational forms at that moment were
the national-salvation associations and the - national-salvation
and combat self-defence groups.

The higher forms were the Viet Nam National Liberation
Commiittee — that is, the Provisional Government; the
People’s Revolutionary Committees, and the Liberation Com-
mittees ; these Committees had an administrative, political
and military character (a pre-governmental character, that is),
worked in a specific period, parallel to the local administrative
organisms founded by the Japanese, and were transformed
into local official administrative organizations after the general
insurrection ; and lastly, the National Insurrection Committee;
the Action Committee for each part of the country or each
locality during the decisive hours, etc.

In brief, the tactics of the Party from March to August
1945 had the following characteristics : .

First : tq exploit the situation created by the Japanese coup
de force (March 9, 1945) fully and at the correct time, in order
to lead the masses immediately to new forms of struggle and
organization of a higher level, to abandon old methods, not to
sit back with arms folded in face of the new situation, in other
words, to know the importance of :

“ Bringing to the fore precisely those forms of struggle and
organization which are best suited to the conditions prevailing
at a given moment during the ebb or flow of the movement
and which therefore can facilitate and ensure the progress
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of the masses to the revolutionary positions, of the millionsto
. . .. .. L. 7”1

the revolutionary front, and their disposition on that front.

In fact, forms of struggle such as armed propaganda,
demonstrations followed by displays ‘of force, sudden attacks
against isolated posts and even some district centres in th;
delta and midlands, supprésSion of zealous agents of the
Japanese fascists, organiization‘ of people’s militia units even
outside guerilla zones, etc., were so many bold actions show-
ing the flexible character of the Party’s tactics. These tactics
sowed confusion in the enemy ranks, developed the spirit
of struggle and the initiative of the masses, won over the
waverers and rapidly spread the movement for national
salvation all over the country. :

Second : in any given situation, to determine the funda-
mental task requiring immediate fulfilment in order to con-
centrate on accomplishing it at any cost, because this is the
best way of advancing the movement. ' ' '

_'T‘hc Japanese coup of March 9, 1945, bque out when the
famine was causing frightful ravages among the population.
Hundreds of thousands of people starved beside granaries
full of rice belonging to the Japanese and the French. A
task of the greatest importance for the communist and
Viet Minh cadres at that moment was to lead the armed
masses in seizing Japanese rice stores and French conces-
sions full of stocks of agricultural produce. The result was
that organized and unorganized masses were inspired to take
an active part in the movement against the Japanese, so that
the more actively they strugglcd, the more conscious they

1. Stalin — Principles of Leninism.
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became of their own strength and the more clearly they saw
the real face of the enemy.

It was thanks to these attacks on granaries and colonialist
plantations that the national salvation movement could be
developed, the people armed and the self-defence brigades
founded, even where the movement had never been organ-
ized, and Liberation Committees set up in numerous prov-
inces, all in a short space of time. As Stalin said :

“The point here is to single out from all the problems
confronting the Party that particular immediate problem,
the answer to which constitutes the central point, and the
solution of which will ensure the successful solution of the
other immediate problems.”*

Third : to use “transitory organizational forms” according
to the situation, such as Revolutionary People’s Committees,
Revolutionary Workers’ Committees, Local Liberation Com-
mittees, Viet Nam National Liberation Committee. The aim
was progressively to gain on enemy power and paralyze its
administrative machine. These organizations were very effec-
tive. Thcy gave the people the opportunity to realize universal
suffrage and become acquainted with administrative affairs,
led them to assume mastery over their own destiny hence-
fort‘h break their chains themselves and ameliorate their
hvmg conditions by revolutionary means, not paying any
attention to the administration of the Japanese fascists and
their lackeys. These “transitory organizations” mobilized
the masses and encouraged them to participate in the revolu-
tionary struggle ; they extended the national united front
against the Japanese to its broadest point and created the

1. Stalin — Principles of Leninism.
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bases for a new Viet Nam. After the August General Insur-
rection, the liberation committees became real administrative
organs. To use People’s Committees and Liberation Com-
mittees as springboards for direct transition to the democratic
republican regime, was an extremely interesting characteristic
of the communist tactics in the pre-insurrectionary period.

Wasn't the triumph of the August Revolution due in great
part to the intelligent and correct leadership of the Party ?

3 — TC




CHAPTER Il

THE GOOD POINTS OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

CAREFUL PREPARATION

Revolution is the work of the masses. But in order to
develop their potentialities to the fuﬂ, the” masses must
be mobilized, organized and led by a genuinely revolu-
tionary party.

The victory of the August Revolution was due in great
part to the correct leadership of the Indochinese Communist
Party, to the work of organization and preparation by
.the Party and the Viet Minh during the pre-insurrectionary
period.

In no revolution does victory come by itself ; one must
prepare it, win it. How did the Party prepare and win the
victory of the August Revolution ? It skilfully exploited
favourable conditions created by the war in thorough pre-
paration of the insurrection. Here is the outline of this
preparation.

On the one hand, to unify the people’s revolutionary forces,
to mobilize the people, to stimulate the patriotic ardour
of the people, to consolidate the different national-salvation
organizations, to lead the people in the struggle against white
terror and for the defence of rights and interests of their
daily lives.
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On the other hand, to develop para-military and military
organizations such as the self-defence and guerilla groups,
to train military and political cadres, to procure arms, t0
establish resistance zones, to carry out propaganda among
enemy soldiers, to train the people for destruction work
and the tactics of scorched earth, etc., to launch guerilla
warfare and seize power in different localities.-

The documents of the Party and the Viet Minh Front
such as Preparations for the Armed Insurrection, Active
Preparations for the Insurrection, Get Arms to Expel bhg
Common Enemy, Towards the General Insurrection, thc
pamphlets teaching guerilla tactics etc., prove that, besides
psychological preparations, we paid especial attention to the
materials one. The Party realized clearly that the spirit of
sacrifice is necessary but not enough to ensure the success
of a revolution; meticulous material preparation is also
needed, that is to say military preparation : setting up bases,
organizing the regular army, regional troops and militia-
guerillas, arming the troops and the people.

- As carly as the end of 1941, the Party founded two bases,
one in Bac Son-Dinh Ca (Lang Son-Thai Nguyen), and
another in Cao Bang-Bac Can. The Viet Nam National
Salvation Army born at the time of the Bac Son insurrection
(October 1940), developed in the course of eight months
of guerilla warfare waged in Dinh Ca and Trang Xa (August
1941 - April 1942), and in the second armed struggle in
Dinh Ca (at the end of 1944). The Viet Nam Propaganda
Brigade for Liberation was founded during the struggle
against white terror in Viet Bac (1941-1945). In April
1945, these two armies were unified and became the Viet Nam
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Liberation Army. After the Japanese coup de force, the
Ba To (Quang Ngai province) insurrection gave birth to
another guerilla brigade. These formations played an
extremely important role in the upsurge of the anti-Japanese
movement for national salvation and in the August General
Insurrection.

A noteworthy feature of the activities of the Party in
preparing for the armed insurrection is that it made the
masses conscious of the preparations and led them to active

participation in it. At the same time the military action of

guerilla brigades was closely coordinated with the pelitical
action of the masses, so that the latter, while resisting the
terror and struggling for the defence of their rights and
immediate interests, might feel the necessity of taking up
arms to win power. The struggles against the concentration
of villages, arrests, requisitions of paddy, forced enlistment
and conscription of labourers, food crop destruction for the
cultivation of jute, the pillage of markets, etc., hastened
the arming and training of the masses for a bold march
towards the insurrection.

Meticuloud and principled preparation was a major good
point of the August Revolution.

PROMPTITUDE AND TIMELINESS

The victory of an insurrection depends not only on careful
preparation, but also on its timely launching.

As we have seen, the August Revolution broke out at
a very favourable juncture.
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If the general insurrection had broken out immediately
after the Japanese coup de force. on March 9, 1945, the
Revolution could have lost much and power could not ‘have
been established all over the country, because the Japanese
forces, still strong at that moment, would have been able to
destroy the revolutionary forces where they were. That is
why only partial insurrections were launched in small areas,
to conquer local power. However, if our people had waited
passively after the Japanese surrender for the Allied forces
to come and “liberate” them, without rising immediately
to win power all over the co»unt'ry, what would have happen-
ed? Two possibilities existed : either the Japanese lackeys
would have come onto the stage to solemnly boast of
“having no more links with the Japanese” and to parade
themselves as the “defenders of independence and demo-
cracy”, not for liberating the people, but for surrendering
to the Anglo-Americans. Or the French would have tried
to raise their heads again, gather the remnants of their forces
in Indochina, call back the debris of the troops who. had
fed abroad -in March 1945 and this would have. allowed
them to found a puppet government over the whole country
with the participation of the pro-French traitors, and to
declare that they had implemented the Proclamation of
March 24, 1945, and given autonomy to Indochina?.

“Both these eventualities would have created equally fatal

consequences for our country.

1. - It ‘was only after the French surrender in Indochina that the de Gaulle
Government agreed to issue a Proclamation recognizing the “autonomy” of
Indochina. This hypocritical proclamation was as stupid as it was ridiculous in
the eyes of the Indochinese peoples, because it was published when the French
no longer had the slightest bit of authority in Indochina. :
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But fortunately the Party had led the people’s struggle for
national salvation and effectively created favourable con-
ditions for the victory of the August Revolution. And just
before the Japanese defeat (August 13, 1945), it issued orders
for the general insurrection to conquer power from the Jap-
anese without the least hesitation or weakness, to organize
pcoplc’s power, and thanks to the rcvolutionary forces of

the masses to reject thc bait of “autonomy” dangled by
the French'

The leaders of the August Revolution had “chosen the
right moment for the decisive blow, the right moment for
starting the insurrection, and so timed it as to coincide with
the moment when the crisis has reached its climax, when
it is fully apparent that the vanguard is prepared to fight
to the end, the reserves are prepared to support the vanguard,
and maximum consternation reigns in the ranks of the
enemy” !

Promptitude and timeliness, that is another good point of
the August Revolution, which broke out at just the right
moment.

.

THE WHOLE PEOPLE ROSE UP
The victory of the August Revolution was also due to the
unity of the whole people and the masses’ uprising.

The August Revolution did induce the great majority of
the peoplc to rise up and complctcly paralyze the reactionary

1. Stalin — Princ:-'ple.f of Leninism.
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clements. This is a fact of great importance. If the general
insurrection had not involved the whole people :

First, the French colonialists could have found a way out,
could have exploited the elements unfavourable -to the
Revolution, and basing themselves on the latter’s attitude,
they would have been able to declare before the world that
the Vietnamese people would- welcome the restoration of
their power ; at the same time thcy would have accused the
forces of insurrection of being -“rebellious elements” who
were preventing' them from disarming the Japanese troops
and restoring order and peace in Indochina, etc.

Second : the international reactionary elements in general
could have exploited our lack of unity to widen the gap
between the various strata of our people still further. Worse
still, they could have provoked a civil war, plunged the
country into division and anarchy and sapped our strength,

dominating us easily.

Fortunately, our people, who were living wretched lives
under the double yoke of oppression and exploitation of the
Japanese and French fascists, closed their ranks under the
gold-starred red flag and, relying on their own strength,
rose up to win back their liberty.

In August 1945, the Dai Viet! allied to pro-Japanese
elements of the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang? and the Phuc
Quoc asked the Japanese to hand administrative power over
to them in some places (such as Vioh Yen, Mon Cay etc.),

1. Dat Viet (Gxut Viet I\.lm) and Phuc Quoc (National Restoration) were
Mo pl‘O hpqncsc trmtor orgnmzauons

2. Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang: Viet Nam Nationalist Party, anothcr reac-
nonary orgam?auon
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in opposition to the Democratic Republican Government.
But their shabby behaviour as lackeys of a foreign country
was so obvious that the whole people had the most profound
contempt for them, and all pro-Japanese parties found
themselves completely isolated.

Third : An overall rising by the entire people : this is the
third good point of the August Revolution.

Those three good points were entirely due to the powerful
organized forces and the correct political line of the Indo-
chinese Communist Party and of the Viet Minh Front.

We can say that without the Indochinese Communist
Party and the Viet Minh Front, the Revolution would have
taken another road. If the Viet Minh had not been able to
unify all social classes, had not had prestige among the

masses and had not led the entire people in insurrection for

the conquest of power, the Revolution could have failed.

Liberation movements launched by predecessors agamst
the French had all failed, mamly because of the lack of a
united anti-colonialist -national front and a correct political
programme. Previous insurrections were crushed principally
because theyewere the rising of ‘a"sect only, of a group of
militants, or a little vanguard detachment and not a far-
reaching and decp-rooted revolution of the people.

In order to triumph, a revolution of these new times must
be a real revolution of the broad masses, prepared and led
by a vanguard revolutionary organization. The August
Revolution conquered power, the direct aim of every revolu-
tion, because it was the work of a whole people united in
the struggle for liberation under the leadership of the
Indochinese Communist Party.

CHAPTER 1V

THE WEAKNESSES OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

VARYING DEGREES OF DETERMINATION THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY

Those were good points; but had the August Revolution
any weak ones ? Yes, it had.

erst the gcneral insurrection was not launched with the
same resolution throughout the three Ky”1 This does not
mean that the upnsmgs should have been carried out in
one sweep throughout the whole country. It would have
been dlfﬁcult to achieve this in an agncultural country like
Viet Nam, where the degree of political consciousness and
organizational skill of the people was at different levels in
different placcs and means of commumcatlons wcrc still
backward. But in the conditions prcvalhng in our country
in August last’ year, it would have been better to launch
the uprisings sxmultancously in thé main towns. This would
have allowed a more decisive and better managed seizing
of power and a quickéf overthrow of the fascists and.their
stooges. As it was, the insurrection was launched simultane-
ously everywhere in the first week following the Japanese
surrender, but Saigon waited until the 23rd to rise up.

1. Viet \!am was divided by thc French into 3 parts, the 3 “Ky”,
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Nam Bo was a little late because among the ranks of the
army of insurrection in the South, there were many elements
who did not believe in the strength of the masses and would
rather have used mere diplomacy to persuade the Japanese
to hand over power to us than struggle relying on our own
strength to wrest it from them or support the diplomatic
work with action by the armed masses. Furthermore, they
feared the crushing of such an uprising by the Japanese
forces, forgetting that the latter were already almost paralys-
ed at that moment and would be paralysed even further in
face of the strong," broad masses of the whole nation.

This weakness is due to the unequal development of the
Vietnamese Revolution and the relative weakness of the
Viet Minh organization in Nam Bo prior to zero hour of
the insurrection and to the lack of homogeneity in the ranks
of the national united front in the South. Another reason
is that Nam Bo is situated far from the national leading
organism '. This led to the Viet Minh in the South issuing
instructions which were not entirely in keeping with the
situation, preventing the southern branch of the Viet Minh
from entirely keeping pace with the general situation and
the general line of the Party. In the South, the slowness in
starting the insurrection, and the lack of resolution in the
seizing of‘powcr gave encouragement to the counter-revolu-
tionaries, especially the French colonialists and pro-French
Vietnamese traitors.

L. At this time, the Central Committee of the Indochinese Communist Party
and the Genersl Committee of the Viet Minh had their headquarters in the
northern part of Viet Nam.
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FAILURE TO FULLY DISARM THE JAPANESE TRQOPS

The sccond weakness of the August Revolution was the
failure to fully implement the slogan of disarming the Jap-
anese troops at the time of the insurrection, before the entry
of the Allies into the country. This task was carried out to
a certain extent only. There were many places where after
assessing our own strength and theirs, we did not usc violence
to disarm the Japanese; we left them alone when they
remained neutral and let us organize the people’s power.
Generally speaking, that policy was correct in the circum-
stances prevailing in August last year, because the revolution-
aries have no right to waste the masses’ blood and launch into
hazardous undertakings, out of mere conceit.

Our shortcoming did not consist in negotiating with the
Japanese, but in failing to make the fullest use of the armed
masses to support the diplomatic action and force the Jap-
anese to surrender more arms ; furthermore, we did not act
in time to prevent them from destroying a great many
modern arms. ‘

Now, each time we consider our lack of modern arms,
we cannot in'retrospect hclp regretting that the insurrection
troops missed an excellent opportlinity to secure such arms

in many places.

The pro—]apanesé puppets have repeatedly reproached the
Viet Minh for having failed to be “flexible” towards the
Japanese thus provoking them to destroy many good-quality
arms instead of transferring them to us. These people asserted
that, had the Viet Minh not intervened, they would have
been able to “negotiate” with the Japanese and get many arms
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from thern within a few days in'the conditions prevailing last
August. This is our answer to those puppets : if the Viet
Minh had not led the whole people in the general insurrec-
tion, permitting the quick seizure of a poﬁtion of the Japan-
cse arms no one could say when you would be “given”
arms by the Japanese and even if you would eventually
succeed in your effort to “beg” arms from the Japanese, you
would certainly have used them for quite another purpose
than establishing and consolidating the democratic republic-
an system and the people’s power, or cxpell_ing the foreign
aggressors and checking the counter-revolution !

- This failure to completely disarm the Japanese troops was
due to the subjective conditions of the August Revolution.
In plain words, without tanks and heavy artillery of our
own, we could not take possession of Japanese tanks and

heavy guns". .

What happened was that in.many regions, the Japanese
entrenched themselves .in their blockhouses and made ready
to defend themselves immediately after the insurrectional
forces had stormed a post or a town, cither by a sudden
attack from' outside>or by an inner uprising. They had
cnough supplies and munitions to hold out for a long time
and so our troops would encircle them but, for want of
sufficient firepower, would fail to destroy their fortifications
(as happened, for example, in the seizure of Thai Ngujrén).
Whatever the case” it must be admitted that with rhore
promptitude and boldness, we should have been able 'to dis-
arm the Japanese troops in other places at the very beginning
of the insurrection. Were not the insurrection troops success-
ful in many places without any bloodshed ? It seemed that
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the forces of insurrection were pushing a door that was
already unlocked : faced with an enemy that had been
knocked down, yet they failed to go one step further and
snatch the arms from his hands. Our military task in that
period consisted in fact more in disarming the enemy than
in defeating him.

LACK OF FIRMNESS IN THE REPRESSION v
OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS

Here lies the third weakness of the August Revolution :
we did not firmly eliminate the various categories of traitors
immediately after the establishment of revolutionary power,
and we failed to take sufficiently energetic measures against
the French colonialists and their agents. Only in some regions,
such as in Quang Ngai, did the forces of insurrection carry
out the policy “Sweep away all reactionaries”, but there they
overdid it. Almost everywhere else we were conciliatory to
the point of weakness, forgetting that “any victorious power
can only be a dictatorial one” 1

The more democratic the power, the more dictatorial it
must be —— that is, it must exercise the dictatorship of the
masses of the people against the very small reactionary
minority which is ready to grab back its domination or hinder
the march of the revolution. Not being firmly repressed,
the reactionaries at home have been used by the French
and international reactionaries to create difficulties for the
revolutionary power and to divide our nation. One wonders
why the Administrative Committee of Nam Bo immediately

1. Lenin: On the History of the Question of Dictatorship (1919).
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after ‘its foundation, did not order the immediate arrest of
the pro-French traitor Nguyen Van Thinh and his clique,
of some of the most dangerous elements among the pro-
Japanese, and of many confirmed trotskyite saboteurs. This
allowed these people to prepare the return of the French
by creating provocations before and on Independence Day
(Sept. 2, 1945). One wonders why many pro-Japanese traitors
and other machiavellian agents of foreign countries in Bac Bo
were not arrested after the foundation of the people’s power
in the capital.

We admit that the extremely intricate situation of our
country and the rclativcly limited strength of the Vietnamese

Revolution made it impossible to carry out a systematic.

repression of the counter-revolutionary elements on Jaco-
binical or Bolshevik lines. The Vietnamese Revolution was

not opposing counter-revolutionary forces at home alone,

other forces were intervening from abroad making the situa-
tion extremely complicated.

But at a time when the reactionaries in the country were
still at a loss and had no time yet to reorganize themselves,
it is to be }egrettcd that energetic measures to counteract
all possible dangers in the future were not taken immediately
upon the seizing of power and before any foreign interven-
tion. This does not mean that we should have imprisoned
all the French, after the general insurrection, or put to death
all elements who had collaborated in any way with the French
or the Japanese. No! We regret only that the repression of
the reactionaries during the August Revolution was not
carried out as fully as was necessary at the time.
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Revolutionary power may pardon the guilty who repent
but it must be firm with all traitors.

For a new-born revolutionary power to be lenient towards
counter-revolutionaries is tantamount to suicide. Did not the
Paris Commune commit a grave error in failing to pursue
and eliminate the “Versaillais™ ?

FAILURE TO SEIZE THE BANK OF INDOCHINA

The fourth shortcoming of the August Revolution was that
the forces of insurrection failed to seize the Bank of Indochina:
they even failed to gain control of the Bank. The colonialists
availed themselves of the opportunity to attack us in the
financial field later on, for example by refusing to honour
their 500-piastre notes, thus placing more difficulties in our
path. The Paris Commune met with many obstacles precisely
because it too failed to seize hold of the Bank.

The Japanese and the French left our people’s power with
an almost hopeless economic and financial situation ; but we
were able to hold our own because of the sacrifices made by
our workers, public servants and soldiers, and because of the
industrious and devoted efforts of the government and the
whole people.

This fourth shortcoming was not due to any underestima-
tion by the leaders of the August Revolution of the ﬁnanc'ial
question, but rather to the fact that the Bank of Indochina
was a financial institution acting not only on behalf of the
Frendh and the Japanese but also of other countries. We lost
some of our forces when we attacked the Bank of Indochina

then resolutely held by Japanese troops.
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'The four above-mentioned shortcomings of the August
Revolution each had their reasons. But, in an objective critic-
ism, we cannot fail to point them out frankly.

We realize that it was difficult to avoid them for one
reason or another and taking into account the conditions of
the August Revolution. The shortcoming of our revolution-
aries consisted in failing to avail themselves of the high tide
of the revolutionary movement and of the people’s spirit of
sacrifice in the decisive hours, so as to reduce to a minimum
the extent of these weaknesses.

CHAPTER V

CHARACTER - AND SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

CHARACTER OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

The August Revolution was a revolution of national libera-
tion. It aimed at liberating the Vietnamese pcoplc from the
colonial yoke and making Viet Nam an indcpcndcnt and

free nation.

It also had the character of a democratic revolution, because
the struggle was against the Japanese fascists .and their
lackeys, the feudal reactionaries ; and because it was a part
of the great struggle waged by the world’s democratic and
progressive forces against fascism. However, it has not abolish-
ed all the vestiges of feudalism in Viet Nam, nor realized
agrarian reform and given the land to the tillers.

In the present historical conditiqns, a colonial revolution
such as ours must have the following double character:
first, it must be an anti-imperialist revolution aimed at over- .
throwing imperialist domination, and second, it must be an
agrarian revolution which confiscates the lands of the feudal
landlords and distributes them to the peasants. The August
Revolution aimed only at overthrowing the imperialist rule
and that of the feudal puppets, and setting up the democratic
republican regime; ‘but it has not abolished feudal. land
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ownership and all feudal and semi-feudal vestiges to create
conditions for industrial development. Thanks to the August
Revolution, a portion of the imperialists’ and traitors’ lands
have been confiscated, land rents have been reduced by 25 per
cent and some of the old debts (principal and accrued interest)
have been cancelled. However, the relations between land-
lords and peasants have not changed generally speaking.
Therefore we can say that, although the August Revolution
has a democratic character, this character is not strongly
marked enough.

~ Some people have said that, because the August Revolution

has abolished the Imperial Government with its machinery
composed of mandarins and notables, it has an anti-feudal
character. But by abolishing the Imperial Government, we
have abolished only one aspect of the feudal regime. Because
its basis, the relations between landlords and peasants in the
agrarian field, is still alive, the feudal regime has not yet
been uprooted. We must advance the anti-feudal struggle
still further and not be complacent about the achievements
of the August Revolution.

It is clear that the August Revolution has established a
democratic republican regime with the character of a people’s
democracy, a new democracy in Viet Nam. Broad popular
representation has been established at all levels by universal
suffrage ; extensive democratic freedoms, personal liberty,
equality between all nationalities, big and small, and complete
cquality between the sexes, have been proclaimed ; the State
economic sector is taking shape; the people’s living condi-
tions are improved; the 8-hour working-day is officially
established ; the proletariat now actually holds power, etc.
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All these facts make it amply clear that the Vietnamese
regime is that of a democratic republic of a new style, quite
different from the old-style bourgeois democratic republican
regime (for cxample the French bourgcois parliamcntary
regime).

The democratic regime in Viet Nam guarantees the interests
of all social strata. On the contrary, the parliamentary repub-
lican regime in France is a disguised dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie : under the cloak of democracy/t_he bourgeois
class cxerts a dictatorial power which defends only- the
interests of a minority of exploiters, the capitalists. However,
the democratic regime in Viet Nam is different from the
present Soviet democratic regime. Under the Soviet Union’s
democratic soviet regime, the proletariat openly exercises
dictatorship, suppresses all exploiting classes and strata (land-
lords, bourgeois and kulaks) and guarantees the widest in-
terests of all labouring people (workers, collective peasants,
socialist intellectuals) who are cooperating to build a new
life under the leadership of the proletariat.

The democratic republican regime in Viet Nam is in keep-
ing with the stage of development of our country and with
the present trend in the world. Though it has been establish-
ed in a backward agricultural country, it has a new and
progressive character, because it was born of the hard, fierce
struggle against the French and Japanese fascists, out of the
struggle for national liberation led by the working class.
A struggle led by the most revolutionary class against the
most reactionary enemy must be crowned with the instal-
lation of a non-conservative regime, quite the opposite of the
retrograde regime of the enemy. Another reason why our
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regime has the character of a new democracy is because it was
born at a time when the vanguard democratic regime (socialist
democracy) of the Soviet Union has fully triumphed and
has been further consolidated in the trials of war, after the
collapse of the world system of fascism, and while the great
movement of democracy is spreading throughout the world.

Being a product of these new times, the democratic republi-
can regime in Viet Nam inevitably bears the stamp of the
new times. The August Revolution is a revolution of national
liberation with a new democratic character. It constitutes an
integral part of the national people’s democratic revolution
of Viet Nam.

THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

The August Revolution highlights the indomitable spirit
of the Vietnamese people, a people with a long tradition of
struggle for independence and freedom, a people who will
never resign itself to slavery. It crowns 80 years of uninter-
rupted struggle of the Vietnamese people against the French
colonialists. It also constitutes the greatest historical event
in our courftry since the victory gained by Quang Trung,
who drove the Manchu troops out of Viet Nam in 1789.
In fact, there has been no national movement since then
which has given evidence of the indomitable heroism and
the strong unity of the Vietnamese people as fully as the
August Revolution. It has not merely broken the yoke impos-
ed by the imperialist fascists,/ but it has also overthrown the
thousand-year-old monarchic regime in Viet Nam, and
changed the country into a democratic republic, elevating
the Vietnamese people to the rank of the vanguard peoples.
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Therein lies the great significance of the August Revolution ;
and President Ho Chi Minh, the ‘first President of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the leader of the August
Revolution, fully deserves the title of national hero.

Through the August Revolution; the Vietnamese people
have clearly shown their anti-fascist spirit and their attach-
ment to democracy and peace. The revolution constitutes
the splendid completion of the great anti-fascist movement
in Viet Nam during World War II. Before the August
Revolution, the Vietnamese people struggled in very hard
conditions to harass and wear down the Japanese forces’
rear lines. From the end of 1944, the Japanese sea-lines were
attacked by the Allied forces and Indochina became a
“bridge ™ over the Japanese “Greater East Asia” road, an
extremely imporfant bridge for the movement and supply of
Japanese troops from their northern positions to Indonesia.
The blocking of this bridge to the Japanese forces was the
task assumed by the Vietnamese people. In March 1945, the
Indochinese Communist Party launched the great movement
of struggle for national salvation against the Japanese, actively
leading the Vietnamese people in attacking important strategic
]apancsc positions, thus blocking the traffic of the Japanese
over the “ Greater East Asia” road.

From March to August last year, Japanese territory suf-
fered more and more violent bombing raids. In Indochina,
the Vietnamese guerillas were fighting the Japanese with
increased strength. A free zone was established in the high-
lands and midlands of northern Viet Nam and constituted
a permanent obstacle on the path of the Japanese from
southern China to Indochina. In this zone, the guerillas
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‘harassed the Japanese forces and inflicted heavy losses on

them. In this way the Vietnamese people made an effective
contribution on the side of the Allies, speeding the defeat of
the Japanese and indirectly hastening the Soviet Red Army’s
victory. It is an indubitable fact thar the Vietnamese people
have made their share of sacrifices in' the struggle against
the fascist aggressors during recent years.

The French colonialists slanderously call the August Revo-
lution “ pro-Japanese ” ‘and “Japanese-led” to belittle its
significance. But there is plenty of evidence which gives the
lie to their defamation. Today everybody has to admit that
the reactionary attitute of the French colonialists with regard
to the August Revolution is that of the thief crying “ Stop
thief 7. In point of fact, was it not the French colonialists,
abetted and assisted by the British imperialists, who counter-
attacked the Vietnamese Revolution in the hope of regaining
their position and interests in Indochina ?

Among the peoples oppressed by the Japanese, the Chinese,
Korean, Vietnamese and Indonesian peoples have been the
most successful in seizing the opportunity offered by the
Japanese unconditional capitulation to win independence,
democracy and freedom .

By waging the August Revolution, the Vietnamese people
have lodged this general claim to the U.N.O. : the Great
Powers must recognmize the right to self-determination of

1. The peoples of Burma, Malaya and the Philippines also organized guerilla
forces to resist the Japanese invaders but when the Japanese surrender took
place, they were not resolute, strong and quick enough to cope with the US
and British imperialists, who were more powerful than their congeners, the
French and the Dutch. Therefore, in spite of their efforts and sacrifices, their
struggles have not brought adequate results.
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the Vietnamese people, in accordance with the Atlantic and
San Francisco Charters. As a natural consequence of the
Japanese collapse, all peoples under the Japanese yoke must
be liberated, and nobody must be allowed to replace ‘the
Japanese in oppressing and exploiting them. The Vietnamese
people have suffered from Japanese domination since 1940
and they have played a worthy part side by side with the
Allies in the struggle against the Japanese. Thus they fully
deserve their independence, The Vietnamese people will
resolutely oppose the return of the French oppressors as well
as the regime of an international “mandate ”, because they
have already attained political maturity.

The Avugust Revolution and the war of self-defence the
Vietnamese people have waged for almost a year now against
the French reactionaries proclaim these eager aspirations to
the world. '

The August Revolution breached the colonial system of
the imperialists at one of its weakest links, starting a process
of irretricvable disintegration of colonialism throughout the
world. It warned that the hour of liberation for the oppressed
peoples has struck. The Vietnamese Revolution, like the
Chinese and Indonesian Revolutions, is a strong impulse to
the liberation movements of the Lao and Cambodian peoples
and other colonial cﬂountries in South-East Asia : this explains
clearly why the British imperialists have done their best to
help the French colonialists repress the Vietnamese Revolution
in southern Viet Nam and why the international reactionaries
have made concessions to one another in allowing the
French to relieve the troops of Chiang Kai-shek in northern
Viet Nam.
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~+In fact, from September 23 last year and all through our
struggle waged against the French, our forces have met
British, Indian, Frénch and Japanese- troops in many battles.
Our struggle in sclf-defence has unveiled the perfidious
schemes of the international reactionaries. It has exposed
before world opinion that from their landing in Indochina,
the British troops, who were only commissioned by the Allies
to disarm and repatriate the Japanese soldiers, instead of per-
forming this task of repatriation, used many of these soldiers
to help the French colonialists to counter-attack the Viet-
namese Revolution and repress the Vietnamese people’s strug-
gle for liberation : Thus, we can say that the Vietnamese
people are fighting not only for themselves, but also for the
defence of peace, democracy and national independence
throughout the world.

After the anti-fascist war, the task of all progressive world
forces is to struggle for national independence, develop
democracy and consolidate peace. With the August Revolu-
tion and the present War of Resistance, the Vietnamese people
have courageously shouldered a part of the responsibility to
fulfil this mission with the progressive and democratic forces
struggling for a better world. Whether one likes it or not,
the August Revolution is part of the great struggle of man-
kind for peace, national independence, democracy and social
progress. The Vietnamese people fully understand their inter-
national role in this post-war period. They are determined
to fulfil this task, whatever the obstacles !

It is precisely for that reason that the August Revolution
is warmly acclaimed by progressive opinion in the world
and that the Vietnamese people now enjoy the solidarity and

support of the world’s people, especially the oppressed peoples.

CHAPTER \%!

PROSPECTS OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

What conditions will advance the Vietnamese Revolution
and ensure its final victory ¢ These two :

First, subjectively speaking, the Vietnamese people, long
under the weight of the French yoke, and in recent years
doubly oppressed and exploited by the French and Japanese
fascists, have realized that only a revolution can liberate
them. Closely united under the national banner, they are
determined to support the Democratic Republican Govern-
ment in national liberation and in the building of a new
life. The National United Front, under the clear-sighted
leadership of President Ho Chi Minh and with the national
salvation and democracy bloc — the Viet Minh — as its
base, will certainly fulfil its duty of mobilizing the whole
people to smash all reactionary forces and overcome all dif-
ficulties and obstacles on the march forward.

Secondly, from the objective point of view : since the
world ‘war, the international situation has brought new pros-
pects to the Vietnamese Revolution. The Soviet Union, com-
pletely victorious, has become an invincible force. In many
countries, the Communist Party has organized power or
shared power ; people’s democratic movements are developing
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in many countries, especially in those just liberated from the

fascist yoke ; the movement for national liberation is boiling
up in colonial and semi-colonial countries. After the collapse
of fascism, the imperialist system has been weakened. The
movement for the consolidation of peace, against interna-
tional reaction, has attracted the majority of mankind. The
Vietnamese Revolution, as part of the world movement of
peace and democracy, is deeply influenced by the interna-
tional progressive movement. '

The Vietnamese Revolution is also at the confluence of
these revolutionary streams : national-liberation revolution,
people’s democratic revolution and socialist revolution, from
which it receives a good influence and with which it is in
tune ; at the same time the Vietnamese revolution exerts a
considerable influence upon those movements. ‘

In short, the Vietnamese Revolution has sufficient condi-
tions to advance forcefully and will certainly achieve final
victory.

- OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED

*

Nevertheless, no matter how important the achievements of
the August Revolution are at present, we must recognize
this objective truth : zhe national-liberation revolution in
Viet Nam has not yet completely succeeded. The August
Revolution seized power for the people, but on September
23, 1945, the French colonialists attacked us and have since
partly wrested it back. In the south of Viet Nam, they set
up the puppet government under Nguyen Van Thinh and
reestablished their domination in some towns. According
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to the Preliminary Agreement of March 6, 1946, Viet Nam
and France came to a compromise : France agreed to rec-
ognize Viet Nam as a free state having its own Government,
Parliament, army and system of finance ; Viet Nam agreed
to remain part of the French Union; France was given the
right to station troops on the territory of Viet Nam. for a
fixed period, and generally speaking, French economic and
cultural interests in Viet Nam were to be ensured. So, our
country was only a free state but not yet a completely inde-

penden-t one.

What is complete independence for us? The whole of
Viet Nam from Nam Quan to Ca Mau must be placed under
the people’s power elected by the people; there should.bc
no foreign troops on the territory of Viet Nam. The Viet-
namese economy must be independent, not tied to the French
economy or to that of any other country; Viet Nam must
have the right to develop its national culture. In a word,
the Vietnamese people must be the masters of their coun.try
in every respect and the revolution for national liberation
must cbmpletc its task of shattering all imperialist bonds.

The Franco-Vietnamese Preliminary Agreement was not
the ultimate aim, but only a temporary measure, in order to
give our people a breathing space in which to consoliflatc
the position of the democratic republican regime brought into
being by the August Revolution, and to strengthen our
forces to march towards a new. stage.

The Vietnamese Revolution must progress constantly,

sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly, sometimes by leaps
and bounds, sometimes stopping for a time to catch its breath,
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or move a step backwards to jump over a deep ditch, some-
times dodging to avoid an obstacle so as to reach its goal
rapidly.

During the course of its development, the Viethamese
Revolution must not only fulfil its anti-imperialist task, but
also complete its anti-feudal task, the agrarian task. As long
as these tasks are not realized, Viet Nam will not get rid
of its dependence on others, of poverty and backwardness,
and the Vietnamese people will not be completely independent
and free and have enough to eat and to wear.

Indeed, to become prosperous and happy, Viet Nam must
change from an agricultural country, as it is now, into an
industrial one. The long imperialist domination has kept
Viet Nam in a backward agricultural state. The French
imperialists monopolized heavy industry for French capitalists
in France and established only some light industry in Indo-
china. In the development of even light industry, the
capitalists of our country suffered from imperialist competi-
tion and oppression ; while under the French and Japanese
domination, the question of installing heavy industry was
something they could never think of. Thus, the French im-
perialists monopolizcd heavy industry with the aim of com-
pelling Viet Nam to consume their goods and preventing
all compcti‘ti(-)n with them. That is why Viet Nam can
become a prosperous country only by frecing itself from all
imperialist links and developing its heavy industry, so as
to be completely liberated from foreign economic subordina-
tion. This means that it must be independent in the economic
field as well as in the political and cultural fields. The
Vietnamese Revolution has not yet thoroughly abolished all
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imperialist privileges in our country, but has only restricted
them. Furthermore the Vietnamese people have had to
wage a war of resistance to smash the French colonialists’
design to reconquer Viet Nam. The Vietnamese revolution
must progress further to fulfil its anti-imperialist task.

In another respect, the French imperialists continued to
maintain all forms of feudal exploitation in order to exploit
our people more and more. In the mountain regions, they
continued to practice serfdom. In the delta, the tenancy
regime with high land rents was maintained. Moreover there
were heavy taxes, corvées, etc. Most of the people were
peasants and they were cruelly exploited, and as a result,
many of them became impoverished. Unable to live in the
countryside they had to go to the towns hoping to find jobs
in factories ; but as industry in our country was not develop-
ed, the few enterprises which existed (factories, mines, plan-
tations, etc.) could only employ a small number of them
while the remainder went to increase the ranks of the army
of unemployed or vagrants. The greater the number of
unemployed, the lower the wages. The very low wages had
a considerable influence on technical improvement in agri-
culture and industry. As the exploitation of cheap labour
was sufficient to earn them big profits, the colonialists did
not bother to improve production techniques, and as a result,
the economy of Viet Nam under the imperialist yoke was
unable to escape from a state of backwardness. The peasants
were short of land to till and the workers heavily exploited :
long working hours, starvation wages, ill-treatment, fines
and other sanctions, etc. In an agricultural country like ours,
when speaking of the people’s happiness\,y we mean the
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improvement of the workers’ and peasants’ life, particularly‘
the latter, who make up 90 per cent of the population. But
how can the peasants’ living conditions be effectively improv-
ed if they do not have enough land to till? The question
of the people’s happiness is thus basically one of giving land
to the peasants.

It is for this reason that the regime of feudal land owner-
ship must be abolished, and the slogan “land to the tillers”
must be realised. So far, the Vietnamese Revolution has only
restricted this feudal exploitation. It must progress further
to complete the land revolution and wipe out feudal and
semi-feudal vestiges in Viet Nam. In brief, the Vietnamese
Revolution must fulfil both the anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal tasks to realize independence, freedom and happiness
for the people. In other words, it must complete the task
of national democratic revolution paving the way for the
socialist revolution in the future: to socialize all essential
means of production, and abolish the regime of exploitation

of man by man in Viet Nam.

+

PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

A wrong conception of the progress of the Vietnamese
Revolution must be eliminated now. Some people think that
the Vietnamese Revolution must progress step by step : that
after the revolution of national liberation (anti-imperialist)
comes the agrarian revolution (anti-feudal), then after the
completion of the democratic or agrarian revolution, the

socialist revolution.
' d
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This theory of “orderly advance” is wrong. At home, the
leadership of the Vietnamese Revolution grows strongcr, and
strongcr in the hands of the proletariat in power ; the pro-
gresswc.dcmocratic forces form an unshakable bloc Abroad,
the Soviet Union, the socialist state, has triumphed, and the
people’s democratic movement is in full development. In
such historical conditions, the Vietnamese Revolution can
fulfil its anti-imperialist task and at the same time perform’
the agrarian task. The two tasks of the national democratic
revolution in Viet Nam are closely bound togethér. This
r’evolution will necessarily progress towards socialist revolu-
tion. In Viet Nam socialist revolution may get under way
even before the existence of all necessary economic and social
conditions (for instance : heavy industry is not yet develop-
ed 5 all forms of pre-capitalist exploitation are not yet abolish-
ed, etc.) if the leadership of the proletariat has been
.consolidated on the basis of the worker-peasant alliance and
if the cause of socialist revolution in our country benefits
from the help of socialist and people’s democratic countrics‘.
As stated in the Communist International's Programme :

‘. Although the social relations in every colony and semi-
clolony have not yet ripened, the movements for national
hbe.ration in these countries can none the less develop into
socialism, if these movements enjoy the help and support
?f proletarian dictatorship in particular and that of the
International proletarian movement in general.”




CHAPTER VII

THE URGENT TASKS OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

FOUR MAIN POINTS, FOUR SLOGANS

After the Second World War, the Vietnamese Revolution,
developing- in the new conditions prevailing in the world,
has many allies and enjoys much support. But no matter
how favourable conditions are, the Revolution might fail it
our people, and especially our revolutionary fighters, failed
to go about it in the right way.

Moreover, ‘the French reactionaries, collaborating with the
international reactionaries, are putting into practice a per-
fidious policy designed to rob us of our power. Officially,
they recognize our country as a free state, but in actual fact,
they want to reduce our country to being an “autonomous”
one.

Under the cover of “New France”, they have signed an
agreement with us, but at the same time they use fascist
methods which run counter to the French people’s will :
indulging in acts of provocation, faits accomplis, and gradual
encroachment, so that finally the Agreement becomes an
empty shell. '

They apply the traditional imperialist policy of “divide
and rule” cunningly and according to a systematic plan :
division between different nationalities, regions, religions,
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political parties, etc. aimed at rendering us powerless to fight
against them. They savagely terrorize people in the occupied
zones or in the zones where their strength is greater than
ours, hoping to annihilate our cadres and to intimidate and
demoralize our compatriots. |

We are faced with a machiavellian and experienced enemy.
New difficulties await us. All our compatriots must remain
vigilant and thoroughly understand their urgent task.

In the present stage, our people s rcvolunonary task can be
summed up in these four main points : ‘ ’

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, UNIFICATION,
DEMOCRACY, REBIRTH

a) INDEPENDENCE : Our country is not yet complete-
ly independent. The foreign army is still occupying part of
our territory. We must struggle to force it.to withdraw
completely from our country some time in the future. We
must struggle for our national sovereignty, so that in addition
to our own government, army, finances, and Parliament,
we also have our own diplomatic representation. We must
struggle to change our position from that of a free state to
a completely independent state on the principle of “the right
of nations to self-determination” ; this means that we have
the right to adhere to the French Union of our own free
will (if France remains a progressive country) or to
withdraw from it if need be.

b) UNIFICATION : Viet Nam must be one, and its ter-
ritorial integrity must be guaranteed. To achieve this, we
must wreck the reactionary French colonialists’ plot to
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partition our territory and to carve out what they impudently
call the : “Nam Ky state”, “Moi state”, “Thai state”, “Nung
state” etc. There cannot be three states or three Ky set up
in our country differing from one another in their political,
economic and cultural regimes. There is all the less reason
why a free state should exist in our country north of the
sixteenth parallel and an autonomous one in the south.
Viet Nam must be a state worthy of the name because Viet
Nam is a nationally, territorially, politically, cconomically
and culturally unified whole ; this unity is not a fortuitous
or a temporary combination, but one which has been built
up by the blood and sweat of our people in the course of

many historical epochs.

c) DEMOCRACY : In maintaining and developing the
democratic republican  regime, 'strengthenidg the people’s
power and building the new, people’s democratic constitu-
tion, we must guard"against attempts to make our constitu-

tion into'a meaningless one, along the lines of a bourgeois

constitution. We must furthermore oppose all tendencies to
sap the regime of popular representation, a progressive regime
won by ihc,people’s revolutionary initiative in the course
of their struggle for liberation. The country must always
have a constitutional government which is elected, supported
and controlled by the people.

We must reorganize the administrative services, eliminate
traitorous and corrupt' elements from the public services, and
wipe out arrogance and bureaucratism. We should do our
utmost to transform Viet Nam into a really democratic
country in the Far-East, one of the people’s democracies
which have just been liberated from the fascist yoke.
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d) REBIRTH : We must build up and consolidate the
bases of th«: democratic regime by econpmic restoration and
cultural development and by improving the matefial and
spiritual conditions of the people, particularly the workers
and peasants. »

On the one hand, we must keep on producing more and
more, without interruption. We must increase industrial
and agricultural production to heal the war wounds and put
an end to all signs of misery and devastation caused by eighty
years of slavery. Everyone should make a contribution to the
national restoration : the rich should contribute their money,‘l
the able-bodied should work hard, those with intellectual
abilities should contribute their talents. We must respect
labour, encourage private enterprise, reward those who have
rendered good services to the country and punish those guilty
of misdeeds. It is not enough to make Viet Nam ra politically
democratic state ; we must change it into a country with a
new democratic economy and culture.

On the other hand, we should meet the people’s material
needs, especially those of the working people (both manual
and intellectual), so that they will have the necessary strength
to work and produce; we should strive to protect the
health of our people, reduce infant mortality and fight
against diseases.

We must further strengthen our nation’s resiliency and
our people’s unyielding will to struggle, and instil in our
citizens both genuine patriotism and proletarian inter-
nationalism.
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RESISTANCE AND NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

The war of resistance consists in struggling for national
reunification and independence and repulsing the French
colonialists’ attack. National reconstruction aims at establish-
ing and consolidating the democratic republican regime, and
building a new democratic economy and culture. For a year
now, our people have been waging the war of resistance
and carrying out national reconstruction at the same time.
That is an inherent characteristic of the struggle for the
liberation of our country, one part of which has been liberat-
ed while the other is still oppressed by the imperialists.

In the reconstruction work, our people have striven for a
year now to increasc production, simultaneously supplying
the front and fighting against famine. We have repaired
roads, bridges, dykes, etc. This year, our people have- won
victories over three major enemies: famine, illiteracy and
flood. Those are remarkable achievements. But we still lack
a general plan for our reconstruction work. Following are

some cxamples :

Secking tb put into effect the slogan “not an inch of land
left untilled” our compatriots in the mountain regions have
in some places burnt down parts of the forest, clearing land
for cultivation at random — a practice which is harmful to
the preservation of forests and the prevention of floods.

In various provincés and localities, the slogan “increase
production” is carried out without close guidance as to what
crops to grow and how much of each in each period, and
how to distribute them, etc.

THE AUGUST REVOLUTION 69

The efforts exerted by our people in the past year are
unbelievable. However, one has the impression that they
have thrown themselves into production like a wood-cutter
who chops wood with his eyes shut — vigorously, but with
much effort wasted.

It is time to work out an overall economic and cultural
plan for the whole country, to ensure essential living con-
ditions for the people and supplies for the war of resistance
against French colonial aggression.

Of course this work of planning will meet with difficulties
because the situation has not yet been stabilized and the
question of French interests in Indochina has not yet been
settled. cherthclcss, it is not absolutely impossible to draw
up a preliminary plan on 51mple and realistic lines.

If we strive only for national reconstruction but neglect
to struggle for ‘independence, sovereignty, unity and ter-
ritorial integrity, our country will be reduced to being an
“autonomous state”, a form of dependency on France. Our
people are not a warlike people. We love peace. Hence our
government signed the Preliminary Agreement of March 6,
1946. But the treacherous behaviour of the French colonial-
ists forced us to pursue the war of resistance to defend
oursclves. We are ready to accept an armistice on the basis
of true récognition by France of our fundamental national
interests, but as long as the French forces continue to attack
and terrorize us, we must continue to defend ourselves arms
in hand unti] they recognize the impossibility of re-establish-
ing their domination over our country and partitioning our
territory. Has the war of resistance in the South only a local
and provisional character or will it be transformed into a
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long-term and nation-wide resistance ? That is for the French
to answer. As for us, we must thoroughly support the strug-
gle of our people in the South, increase our forces evcry’—b
where, heighten our vigilance, be ready to face any eventuality
and fight until complete victory is gained. '

‘GREAT UNITY: A KEY TASK

To carry out resistance and national reconstruction, we
must mobilize all the forces of our country, fight against
the French colpnialists’ policy of division, consolidate national
solidarity and seek new allies in the world.

The policy of great unity advocated by President Ho Chi
Minh must be carried out thoroughly and extensively.

National unity : frustrate the colonialist schemes to divide
our nation along the north-south or the former three - Ky
line and to sct the national minorities against the majority
population.

Popular unity : All classes and strata of the people must
struggle side by side against the common ememy to gain
national indépendence and unity.

Unity between religions : Not to allow the colonialists to
incite Catholic, Buddhist, Hoa Hao and Cao Dai compatriots
to oppose their own peoplc.

Unity between all parties : All patriotic and democratic
parties must put aside all prejudices so as to struggle hand
in hand against the colonialists and the Vietnamese traitors.

The entire people should unite into a National United
Front to fight the French colonialist aggressors and wrest
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back complete independence. For a year now, nothing has
been able to shake that Front, which is cemented by the
blood of our fighters coming from all over the country to
defend the South. On that front, the whole people should
act as one to fight the aggressors, repress the trators, defend
the democratic republican regime and rebuild our country
so as to make Viet Nam into an independert, unified, free
and happy country.

That is the objective of Lien Viet, the Viet Nam National
League. This National United Front represents a highly
appropriate form of national unity which our people have
devised in their struggle against the French reactionaries and
the Vietnamese traitors in the present stage. It must be broad-
ened to include all parties which are struggling for national
independence and democracy, as well as all patriotic non-
party elements. :

It might be asked : Is the Viet Nam National League only
a short term political manceuvre as thought by some:
Certainly not! It must be a political organization able to
mobilize all the broad masses to fulfil the tasks of national
salvation and national reconstruction.

To broaden and consolidate the Viet Nam National League,
we ought to develop and strengthen the Viet Minh Front,
because the Viet Minh Front with its strong organizations
naturally constitutes the core of the National League. And
in order to develop and consolidate the Viet Minh Front, it
is necessary to unite and develop all organizations of the
working class and to consolidate the worker-peasant alliance.

Inside the front, our compatriots must strive for close,
broad and effective unity. But that is still not enough. We
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must also find allies outside our country, strengthen inter-
national solidarity, and unite with all anti-imperialist forces
in the world.

First we must unite with the great Soviet people who have
defeated fascism and are healing the wounds of war in order
to go on with socialist building and consolidate the Soviet
State, the bastion of peace and democracy in the world.

We must unite with the French pcoplc‘who have made
many sacrifices in their struggle for liberty and justice, and
who share a common enemy with us: the French reac-
tionary colonialists. We agree to join the French Union
but this Union must be a “democratic and fraternal union
between free and equal people”, to use the words of Com-
rade Lozeray, member of the Central Committee of the
French Communist Party at a session of the French Consti-
tuent Assembly on March 20, 1946. That Union should not
be used as a cage to imprison the colonial peoples after “clip-
ping their wings™. In our struggle to force France to respect
our independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, we
must achieve unity of action with the French people and
with all pargics and organizations faithful to the idcals of
the French Revolution : liberty, equality, fraternity. For that
reason we greet the formation of the “Franco-Vietnamese
Association ” warmly ' and we hope that it will become a
firm bridge between the two peoples who have a common
enemy : French colonialism.

‘We should also ally ourselves with all peace-loving and
democratic peoples, particularly with the Chinese people,

1. Just set vp in France, with Justin Godart as president, The aim of this
Association is to promote friendship between the French and the Vietnamese peoples.
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our great neighbours who are resolutely struggling for
democracy, unification and independence. Generally speaking
we must unite with all oppressed peoples who are fighting
to liberate themselves.

During the Second World war, we joined our efforts to
those of the forces fighting aggressive fascism. Today, the
war is over but we must continue to side with revolutionary
and progressive forces to liquidate the remnants of fascism,
fight the international reactionaries, consolidate world peace
and smash the imperialists’ schemes to draw mankind into
another world war.

For that reason, the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
must claim its place in the United Nations Organization and
in the international arena as a people who have participated
in the struggle against aggressive fascism, wrested power
from the Japanese fascists, and now continue to struggle to
force the French colonialists to respect thc Charter of the
United Nations Organization. :

CORRECTING QHORTCOMINGS AND ERRORS

To fulfil these tasks, the entire people, and particularly
the Communists and the other revolutionary fighters, must
correct their shortcomings and errors. President Ho Chi Minh
often says: “We don’t fear the enemy; we only fear the

9
errors of our comrades!”

Indeed, has not the enemy attacked us by exploiting our
shortcomings and errors ? That is why we must resolutely
climinate all erroneous tendencies.
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We should wipe out the tendencies to anarchy and indis-
cipline 'seen in carelessness and disobedience of orders from
superiors, and infringements of government instructions and
of Party discipline. These tendencies show a misunderstand-
ing of the demogratic regime. There are some who do not
clearly realize the meaning of revolutionary order and

democratic discipline ; they think that a democratic regime .

can tolerate disorder, confusion and heedlessness of order
and security. From this, anarchy and indiscipline will
emerge : parochialism, sectionalism, militarism and bureau-
cratism.

We must : Root out the tendencies to isolation and narrow-

mindedness which are seen in the way certain people are

treated and certain events viewed, and also in the carrying
out of various party policies, especially that of national unity.
Thls harmful tendency betrays a lack of confidence in the
masses and in oneself ; at the same time it shows a dogmatic,
mechanical interpretation of Marxist-Leninist theories.

Eliminate subjectivism and “left” deviations which lead
to undertakmg things when conditions are not yet ripe for
them ; to behevmg that one’s personal desires are those of
the masses ; “ pressing on ” without paying the least attention
to the objective conditions and the real possibilities of the
movement.

Eradicate conservative and rightist tendencies which lead
us to cling to routine and old formulas, stick stubbornly to
the old prejudices, and fail to recognize new changes early
enough, when determination is the only spirit in conformity
with our revolutionary era.
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Eliminate the tendency to unprincipled compromise with
either the reactionaries or with one’s companions in struggle.
This tendency demonstrates a lack of determination to- keep
firmly to on€’s position, an overestimation of the enemy
and an underestimation of the strength of the masses, a
failure to rely upon the masses or to use them as a strong
backing. This tendency also demonstrates a wrong under-
standing of the policy of the Front, and the existence of
the belief that because we are in the same national united
front we must always excuse one another’s mistakes and
abstain from criticising each other.

Resist the tendency to complacency, being satisfied with
one’s success ; this makes us smug and arrogant, weakens
our spirit of criticism and self-criticism, hinders our progress
and keeps.us away from the masses.

Eliminate the tendency to pessimism and vacillation, which
makes us grumble and lose heart when facing obstacles, doubt
and lose our heads when suffering failures, and consequently
give up the struggle and run away from our responsibility.

The above shortcomings and errors are manifestations of
petty-bourgeois mentality. If we do not correct them promptly,
we will not be able to unite the entire people in struggle
for the country’s independence, reunification, democracy
and rebirth.

We have no illusions that those erroneous tendencies can
be overcome within a short time and that the revolution will
quickly wash away the bad habits and customs left by the
old regime.

And we are firmly confident that the profound changes
in the political, economic and cultural fields will allow us
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to gradually overcome them. The point is that each com-

munist militant, each citizen should realize that while seek-

ing to transform society, they should try to remould them-
selves. Social transformation includes individual remoulding,
which in turn contributes to the remaking of society.

TRAINING OF CADRES

After settling the question of the political line to be follow-
ed, the policies to implement, and the tasks to be fulfilled,
the question of cadres is a véry important one to be solved.

‘Who is it that applies the political line and carries out
the tasks ? Of course it is the whole people, but first of all
it is the cadres, who are the vanguard elements devoting
themselves actively to the work of propaganda and organiza-
tion, of leading the masses to carry out the policies of the
Government and the Party, and who serve as good examples
to the people. -

We must admit that one of the shortcomings of our present
movement lies in the lack of cadres. Few cadres for much
work, hence each person having too many irons in the fire.
Many cadres cither do not complete their tasks or botch them ;
or they work at random without any pre-established plan,
or else let themselves be bogged down in details and do not
look far ahead. : o

_Thcréfore, a decisive task at the present time is to strive
towards a greater number of cadres, and to have good
cadres ; to promote existing cadres in a rational and just
way and to train new ones patiently and methodically. Every
cadre must guide the novices who work alongside him so as
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to create new cadres. There are so many active workers and
peasants, so many honest youths fully devoted to the Revolu-
tion who are ready to accept every sacrifice | Have confidence
in them, employ them boldly, guide them patiently, but
do not forget to control them.

At present, we' are overwhelmed with work. It is neces-
sary to mobilize all our manpower, wealth and talent. No
ability, no effort should be wasted. Affairs of State are not
the monopoly of some special group of persons, some party
or some revolutionary class, but they are the common business
of the whole people. Naturally the choice of cadres must
not be made at random or be prompted by personal feelings,
but neither. should we be too rigorous in recruiting them
from the specialists and employees of the old regime.

There are not enough schools founded by the Government
to ensure the training of new administrative, judicial,
military, economic and technical cadres. In addition to these,
the revolutionary organizations must frequently open politi-
cal training courses for their cadres, hold classes to teach
them the experience accumulated, and organize talks and
lectures to which the public will be admitted on a wide scale.

Simultanecously with the extension of mass education and
the struggle against illiteracy, there is a great need for develop-
ment of higher, secondary, and general education, revision
of the curriculum, and selection of students to be sent abroad.

At the present time the question of cadres contains a con-
tradiction. The great majority of national salvation cadres,
schooled by the revolutionary struggle, are loyal, eager and
skilful elements with a good background, but most of them
have a poor educational level. The fault is not theirs, for the
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majority come from the labouring masses, and have remained
illiterate or have not been able to complete their schooling.
On the other hand, the technicians, specialists and intel-
lectuals who have graduated frem French universities have
a certain cultural level but know little about politics. We
cannot reproach them with this either, for throughout our
cighty years of slavery, did the imperialists ever let the
Vietnamese people. study politics and engage in political
activities ? Their sole concern was the formation of a class
of young Vietnamese intellectuals who would serve them as
their tools only.

Therefore the remoulding of intellectuals as well as the
training of new cadres at this present time must aim at remov-
ing this contradiction. National-salvation’ cadres must be
given material conditions to raise their educational level and
theoretical political knowledge. At the same time, we must
encourage the - intellectuals and technicians left by the
old ‘regime to join political groups and attend political
training classes.

We must criticise the incorrect attitude of some Viet Minh
cadres who anake light of those intellectuals and technicians,
are prejudiced against them, have no contact with them,
do not employ them and are averse to learning from them.
But at the same time we must condemn the point of view
of some non-Viet Minh intellectuals who think that the
Viet Minh and communist cadres who have had the merit
of leading the revolution to the seizure of power have now
fulfilled their task and must now “withdraw” from the
political arena and relinquish the task of national reconstruc-
tion to people with degrees, to the technicians.
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Those who nurture these thoughts fail to understand the
necessity of the Communists and generally speaking the
Viet Minh militants who marched in the vanguard during
the period of underground struggle for the liberation of the
Fatherland sticking to their vanguard role now more than
ever, devoting their political knowledge and revolutionary
spirit to the work of national defence and national recon-
struction.

It is comforting for us to know that, from the August
Revolution onwards, intellectuals have joined the Viet Minh
League and the Lien Viet in ever greater numbers. Strug-
gling in the people’s ranks, they have shown an eager
patriotism and rcspect for the State and Front discipline.
They have gradually come close to the workers and the
peasants and they are now developing into good revolutionary
cadres, and the country can pin much hope on them.




CONCLUSION

August 1945.
August 1946.

One year has passed — worth several decades in the experi-
ences gained. The Vietnamese people have broken the im-
l)crialist fetters by the August Revolution to march forward
now with giant stfides.l Steeled through their millennia-old
history of creative labour and glorious struggle the Vietnamese
people are launched ‘upon the conquest of a bright future

with enthusiasm. T hey have always been a young, courageous 3

people full of vitality whose indomitable spirit continues to
develop to the astonishment of the whole world.

The Vietnamese people have covered quite a good distance
on their pgth to liberation. However, they have to press
forward and carry on pressing forward. Many obstacles have
arisen on the road already travelled, but thanks to their unity
and struggle the Vietnamese people have gained their first
victories.

In these days, the resistance in Nam Bo (southern part of
Viet Nam) southern Trung Bo (central part of Viet Nam)
continues. This heroic struggle for self-defence develops the
achievements of the August Revolution and further steels
the traditional virtues of our people.
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The French colonialists hoped to solve the Vietnamese
problem according to their own desires by armed force. But
the war of resistance waged by the Vietnamese people has
shown them that they are mistaken. The Vietnamese people
are ready to wage a long struggle, overcome all difficulties
and obstacles and resolutely fight the brutal colonialists and
wipe out all their stooges until Viet Nam is completely
liberated and the Vietnamese nation has gained complete
Independence, Liberty and Happiness.




THE RESISTANCE WILL WIN




PREFACE

A foul and savage enemy is riding roughshod over the soil of
Viet Nam. The Vietnamese people are waging a heroic war of
resistance, determined to avenge the blood shed. Will Viet Nam
survive 7 Will the Vietnamese people succeed ? These are the ques-
tions being askéd by our compatriots and by many people in other
countries.

Here is our answer: the Vietnamese people will mot be reduced
to bondage! The movement for the liberation of Viet Nam is an
integral part of the new democratic movement surging through the
world. As for the enemy of Viet Nam, the French colonialists, they
represent out-of-date, decadent imperialism, whose fate has - been

sealed by history.

At present, the Vietnamese armed forces are still weaker than those
of the enemy; it is therefore necessary to prolong the war of
resistance. In the course of the fighting we will develop our forces,
and gradually wear down the enemy’s strength, until the day we
can crush him completely. This war of resistance must be waged by
the whole people, in every field — military, political, economic and
cultural — so that, wheréver the enemy goes he meets our fierce
resistance, which encircles and chokes him, giving him not a

moment’s respite in our country.

This book sets out the guiding principles of the fight to the death
against the reactionary French colonialists for the genuine independence

and reunification of the Fatherland, for the maintenance and devel-
opment of the demacratic republican regime in Viet Nam, and for
the small contribution that the Vietnamese people can make to the

safeguarding of world peace and democracy.




86 TRU'O'NG-CHINH — SELECTED WRITINGS

Viet Nam’s armed resistance is a just war. A just war generally
receives considerable support and derives immense strength from the
people. However, the experiences of the Abyssinian people in the
struggle against the Italian fascists in 1935-1936 have shown that
even a just war may fail if the military command commits blunders,
and if propaganda, mobilization and foreign policy are weak. There

is a lesson in this for us.

To win final victory in this long and hard struggle is not an easy
task. Success can only be achieved when the following fundamental
conditions are assured: the correctness of our political line, the
achievement of compact national unity, the consolidation of our rear,
the heroism of our army and people and the competence of

our command.

This war of resistance enhances the Vietnamese people’s prestige
throughout the world and enriches the best traditions of our nation.
Our compatriots have all heard the sacred call of their Fatherland,
and are rising up in response. Determined to fulfil their duty to the
Fatherland, they vie with each other in proving themselves worthy
of their ancestors.

The salient strong point of the resistance under the Tran dynasty

consisted of clever stratagems.

The salient strong point of the resistance in the reign of the Later
.
Le was perseverance and endurance.

The salient strong point of the resistance during the reign
of Quang Trung lay in speed and vigour of attack.

Under the leadership of President Ho Chi Minh, our natr(;nal hero,
a synthesis of the historical experiences of Viet Nam and other
countries is being achieved in order to turn defeat into victory. Great
sacrifices and strenuous efforts are being made by all the people in
every part of our country.

However savage and scheming the reactionary French colonialists
may be, the long resistance of our people is sure to be victorious.
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The Resistance will win: this is our unshakable belief. And that
is the title we have given this book, which comprises articles dealing
with the Resistance, first published in Nos. 70 to 81 of the review Su
That?, and later revised and amended. The book is now published
by the Su That Publishing House on the occasion of the second anni-
versary of the outbreak of the war of resistance in southern Viet Nam.

Bac Bo, September 19, 1947.
TRUONG-CHINH

1. Issued in the period from March 4, 1947 to August 1, 1947.
2. Truth. (Translator).




WHOM ARE WE FIGHTING ?

The Vietnamese people are waging a sacred war for free-
dom and independence, in defence of the territory handed
down to them by their ancestors. The whole country is
rising against the enemy.

Who is the enemy ? The enemy is the reactionary French
colonialists, who are re-invading our country by armed force.

The reactionary French colonialists are our deadly foes,
our main enemy. They are our sworn enemy for all time,

whose advance we must make speed to check, and who must
be crushed and annihilated.

It is not France we are fighting. France is a democratic
country, whose new constitution states that it will “never
launch any+aggressive war and never use force to infringe
the liberty of any people”.

Is it the French people we are fighting ? No! The French
people, who love “liberty, equality and fraternity”, have
no desire to invade our country. They know that this aggres-
sion will lead to their children dying on the battlefield, and
that only a handful of greedy capitalists will benefit from it.
The more we fight, the more the French people will hate
the French colonialists ; they will demand that their govern-
ment agree to an armistice and to the withdrawal from
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Indochina of the French reactionaries who oppose their aspira-
tions and bring dishonour upon the name of the new France.

Naturally we are not fighting against ‘the French people ;
we are not even fighting against all types of French colonialists.

President Ho Chi Minh has said: “There are French
businessmen who want to carry on their business activities
in Viet Nam. They know that to conduct business and make
profits, they must cooperate in good faith with the Vietnamese
people. They know that the precondition for that cooperation
is that Viet Nam be indcpehdcnt and unified. These are
the non-reactionary colonialists. As for those who scheme or
use force to subjugate our people, they are the reactionary

colonialists.” !

It is only against the French reactionaries who “scheme
or use force to subdue us” and who refuse to recognize our
right to independence and reunification that we are fighting.
The more we fight, the more clearly will the relatively less
reactionary colonialist elements realize that the aggressive
war in Viet Nam is harmful. They will oppose the stub-
born reactionary colonialists, advocating a peaceful settle-
ment and co-operation with us in order to “ conduct business
and make profits” in our country.

Are we fighting all types of colonialists all over the world ?
Of course not! We are not so stupid as to declare war on
those ‘who remain neutral, who do not send troops against
us. That would sow needless hatred between them and
ourselves. ‘

1. Reply to journalists’ questions, January 1, 1947.
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In brief, we are neither Francophobe nor xenophobe. We
are only against the reactionary French colonialists.

We pledge never to allow these colonialists to impose their
yoke again upon our compatriots. We are rising up, arms in
hand and we shall not lay them down before the reactionary
French colonialists have been swept right out of our country.

The French soldiers, legionaries and colonial troops are
forced to come to Indochina to fight us. They are mere
pitiful tools of the reactionary French colonialists. They are
forced to leave their homes, their pafcn‘ts, their wives and
children, and are sent here to serve as cannon fodder for the
imperialists and colonialists.

We have to fire on them because they are obliged to fire
on us in the interests of the reactionary French colonialists.
In this war against the reactionary French colonialists, we
cannot avoid fighting the French and colonial soldiers. We
do not hate them however. On the contrary, both we and
they have a common enemy : the reactionary French colo-
nialists. When the French and colonial soldiers come to
understand this, not only will they refuse to fire on us, but
they will even come over to our side with their arms, and
together with us they will turn them against the French
reactionaries. ‘That is why we must seize every opportunity
while fighting the French reactionaries to make propaganda
among the French soldiers, legionaries and colonial troops,
and must treat them well when they are taken prisoner.

As for the puppet soldiers, they are our compatriots and
most of them are peasants. The colonialists are making use
of them to fight against the Fatherland. We must strive all
the more vigorously to make them realize this, in order to
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win them over to the ranks of the resistance with their arms,
and to annihilate the aggressors together with us, in atone-
ment for their offences against the country.

If we succeed in achieving all this, the enemy ranks will
disintegrate and the reactionary French colonialists will be
isolated.

To isolate the enemy in order to overthrow him is the
common tactic of a class or of a nation that is determined to
fight, and to win.




II

WHY MUST WE FIGHT ?

In his appeal to mount a war of resistance made to our
compatriots on December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi Minh
said :

“Because we love peace, we made concessions; yet the
more concessions we made, the more pressure the French
colonialists put on us. The reason was that they had decided
to invade our country again.”

We did indeed make numerous concessions to the French
colonialists. But, greedy and savage, they broke their word,
trampling loyalty and justice underfoot. They have attacked
us, so we must fight back in self-defence.

In August 1945 the Japanese were defeated. Our people
rose up to seize back power. On September 23, 1945, the
French colonialists attacked and occupied Saigon, once again
unleashing an aggressive war upon our country.

On March 6, 1946, the French colonialists signed a “Pre-
liminary Agreement”, according to which we allowed French
troops to enter the North and Centre of Viet Nam. But they
did not implement their part of the Agreement. Not only
did they fail to effect the cessation of hostilities in southern
Viet Nam, but they established a puppet government in
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what they called the “Autonomous State of Nam Ky”, and
attacked and occupied the south-western part of - central
Viet Nam with the intention of forming a “Western State”.
At the same time, they attacked Son La and Lai Chau in
northern Viet Nam, and occupied the regions of Lang Son
and Hai Ninh, with the intention of forming a “Nung

State”. They also occupied the coast from Hai Phong to

Mong Cai, thinking to found a “Federal zone™!.

On September 14, 1946, a modus vivendi was signed
between France and Viet Nam. According to this modus

1. The following quotations from documents are proofs of the perfidious
schemes of the French colonialists :

Immediately after the signing of the Prcliminary Agreement of March 6,
1946, French troops came to northern Viet Nam and the northern part of
central Viet Nam. General Leclerc, commander of French forces in the Far
East, sent the following directive to the officers under his command :

“Your job is not simply to restore the former French administration ; in
addition you must defend French interests during the negotiations being held
in Indochina and Paris.

“These defensive measures will be put into effect either by moderate steps
bringing steady daily progress... or by force wherever needed...” :

On April 18, 1946, General Valluy, French commander in northern Indochina,
sent the following directive to the officers under his command :

“Immediately upor arrival in a garrison, the commander must draw up a basic
security plan. This plan must include permanent defence of the army’s barracks,
and provide in particular for action to occupy the town since the best means
of defence is generally attack.

“The plan has three objectives :

“} — Rapid isolation and occupation of the enemy’s bases for resistance,
such as the principal streets inhabited by Vietnamese and Chinese residents, all
barracks, suspect neighbourhoods, arms depots and military equipment stores ;

“2 . Occupation of all key points in the localities (public services, bridges,
artistic monuments, tactical points) ;

“3_. And, by applying the above measures, to guarantee protection of the life
and property of French residents in the area concerned.

“As soon as this plan has been drawn up and its main facets put into practice,
a study must be made as early as possible of complemeatary measures which
can be taken in order to transform activities involved in this purely military
operation into activities which will set the scene for a coup d’ctat”. (Directive
No. 11)
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vivendi, we recognized the cultural and economic interests
of France in Viet Nam. As for France, she agreed to imple-
ment the cease-fire, and to respect democratic freedoms in
Nam Bo (formerly Cochinchina — Translator).

Implementing the modus vivendi, we gave back to France
the Pasteur Institute in Hanoi and ceased our fire in Nam Bo.
However, France took advantage of our good faith and
dispatched troops throughout the countryside in southern
Viet Nam to arrest our patriots and to re-establish the
“Councils of Notables”, a French puppet administration, in
the villages. At the same time they blockaded the port of
Haiphong, attempted to seize control of our Customs and
thus create financial difficulties for our Government.

....From this it is clear that as early as March 1946 the French colonialists
intended to occupy our towns and overthrow our Government. On April 6,
1946, Valluy sent the following secret directive to Colonel Vicaire cencerning
the invasion of “the Nung State” :

“Procecd to Co To and preparc for an attack on the Nung State around
Mong Cai. - :

“Leave part of your troops in Co To and Van Hoa and kecp these places
occupied pending further orders”.

Following General Valluy’s directive, Colonel Vicaire noted in a report to
his commander on the occupation of the Nung State on April 21, 1946 :

“Our action may be defined as the occupation of the base of a triangle
(Hanoi — Hai Buong — Hongay, Mong Cai), the apex of which is Lang Son™.

Reporting on Gribelin’s troops use of bandits to stir up troubles in the
Quang Yen region, in preparation for the occupation by French troops of the
mining area, Vicaire wrote, on the same day :

“The occupation of the mining area of Mao Khe and Uong Bi by the regular
army, as proposed by the Tonkin Coal-mining Company, seems impossible in
the present circumstances.

“In all events attention must be paid not only to the occupation of the Nung
State, and the political activities which must be carricd out behind the Hongay —
Mong Cai coastal area, but at the same time the actions of a group of partisans
must be kept in mind”.

These samples of documentary evidence are sufficient to expose the French
colonialists’ ‘criminality. Faced with such clear proof, how can the French
invaders still deny that they attacked and occupied Viet Nam premeditatedly ?

Where is the validity in their propaganda accusing Viet Nam of attacking
them first ?
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On November 20, 1946, they obstructed the collection of
customs by our Government, and fired on our security and
customs officials while the latter were carrying out their
duties. Our troops fired back in self-defence. I)’Argenlieu
and Valluy ordered the outright occupation of Haiphong
and Lang Son and, in violation of the agreements sign-
ed, simultaneously landed thousands of French troops in
Da Nang. ‘

Thus, the French colonialists violated first the Preliminary
Agreement of March 6, 1946, and then the modus vivendi of
September 14.

They were thus attacking us in all three ky (northern,
central and southern parts of Viet Nam — Translator).

There could be no further doubt about their intentions :
the French reactionaries’ obvious scheme was to re-invade
our country. ‘

But that was not all. Following the Haiphong and Lang
Son incidents, the French colonialists staged repeated prov-
ocations everywhere they had troops stationed.

More oil was thus poured on the fire. The situation became
tense.

Our people no longer trusted the French Officials’ word
and took active measures to cope with all eventualities. Earth
ramparts, combat trenches, barricades went up in Hanoi and
other places where French troops were statiened.

On December 16, 1946, all the French colonialist ring-
leaders in Indochina met in Haiphong. On the following
day, French troops resorted to provocations and launched
an attack in Hanoi. On December 17, 1946, they c;osscd the
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barricade  in Hang Bun Street in the Yen Ninh quarter of

Hanoi, and fired on the headquarters of the self-defence .

forces in that street. Their fire was returned. Then the French
forces, armed with mortars, machine-guns, cannon and gre-

nades, attacked the whole Yen Ninh area. They broke into '
houses, raped women, slaughtered children and pillaged

pfopcrty, creating a state of war right in the heart of Hanoi.

The reactionary French colonialists in Indochina were tak-

ing advantage of the Cabinet crisis in France — the Bidault
Government had resigned, the Blum Government was not
yet in power — to carry out a policy of fasz accompls. From
that day onwards, there was a state of generalized war
between the Vietnamese ‘pcoplc and the French colonialists,
a war provoked by the French colonialists.

On December 18, 1946, French forces occupied our Minis-
try of Finance and the Ministry of Communications and
Public Works. At the same time, Morliére, the butcher of
Yen Ninh, sent an ultimatum to our Government, demand-
ing that the self-defence forces be disarmed and threatening
to assume control of public security in Hanoi.

The Frcnch colonialists were trying hard to press their
plans through The atmosphere of hostility between Viet
Nam and France became extremely tense. Then, on the
night of December 19, 1946, under severe provocation on
the part of French troops in Hanoi, fighting broke out in
the capital and hostilities spread throughout Viet Nam.

Events have proved that it was the reactionary French
colonialists who failed to keep their word, and who broke
the Preliminary Agreement of March 6 and the modus
vivendi of September 14. It was they who provoked war
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and launched attacks on us throughout the country. They
used force to invade our country and to partition it. We
could not continue making concessions to them. Had we
done so, our Government would have become a puppet gov-
crnment, and our people slaves. For that reason, we werc
compelled to resist, to fight the reactionary French colonial-
ists, in order to defend the integrity of our coumry and to
maintain our sovereignty.

As President Ho Chi Minh declared in his appeal of
Dec. 20, 1946 :

“Even if we must sacrifice everything, we are determined
not to lose our country, not to live as slaves”.

The French reactionaries insist in their propaganda that
we attacked them first, on December 19. This is nothing
but an attempt to conceal their own crimes. They themselves
attacked us as early as November 20, in Haiphong and Lang
Son, and on December 17 in the capital ; they attacked us
immediately after the signing of the Preliminary Agreement
on March 6, 1946, and even before. They whine shamelessly :
“Viet Nam is acting in contravention of the agreements”,
and hope in this way to delude people and make them forget
the French violations of the agreements. But in the face of
stubborn fact, they must bear the full burden of responsibil-
ity, in the eyes of history, in the eyes of the world and of
the French people.

Honest people have to acknowledge today that our people
do love peace and that our Government pursues a very
moderate policy. But when forced to fight, we do so with
determination. The anger our people have long kept at bay
blazes forth today like lightning.




1

WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING FOR?

The reactionary French colonialists intend using methods
of attrition to get their hands on our country. Furthermore,
they are applying a policy of fait accompli in order to con-
tinue their reactionary manceuvres in Indochina regardless
of changes in the political situation in France.

If the French people ask questions, they will be told :
“The whole thing’s settled, there is no problem!”

In order to defeat these policies of “attrition” and fait
accompli of the French colonialists, the Vietnamese people

must fight!

* France has signed an Agreement with Viet Nam. Why
should those who call themselves representatives of France
expect the Vietnamese people to implement the Agreement,
while they regard themselves as free to disregard it? How
do the reactionary French colonialists, of whom d’Argenlieu
and his clique are mere lackeys, dare to send “ultimatums”
to our Government ? In face of the faithless, unjust, insolent
bebaviour of the reactionary French colonialists, the Viet-
namese people must fight!

The French colonialists oppressed and exploited the Viet-

namese people for nearly a century. During the five years
of the Second World War, they opened the gates of Indochina
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to the Japanese fascists and, together with them, caused our
people untold hardships and burdens. Today, on seeing us
win power and gain independence and freedom, they become
concerned for their sordid interests, and look upon us with
hatred. According to the modus vivendi of September 14,
1946, we recognized their cultural and economic interests
(interests, alas, which they acquired by our people’s sweat
and blood, but which they were incapable of protecting,
letting them fall into Japanese hands ; it was our people and
our people alone, who wrested them back with the August
uprising !). But they were not satisfied. They want to make
our people once again serve them as soldiers and coolies,
and pay them taxes. They want to muzzle our.people,
torture, massacre and imprison them as before.

To wipe out the cowardly, greedy French colonialists, the
Vietnamese people must fight!

How much blood our ancestors shed because of the French
invaders! Today we must again shed our blood because
of them!

How many of our young people in the flower of youth
have been sacrificed on French scaffolds and in French
prisons ? How many women have been raped, how many
children burnt alive? How many mothers have lost their
little ones, brothers lost their ‘sisters, husbands been torn
from their wives? How many houses have gone up in
flames, villages fallen victim to terrorist raids ? How much
gold and rice has been plundered ? How many churches and
tombs have been desecrated, pagodas and temples burnt

and razed ?
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To annihilate the French reactionaries, to defend them-
selves, to defend civilization and the cause of justice, the
Vietnamese people must fight !

The guns fired in our war of resistance spit the hatred
of the Vietnamese people in the faces of the French
reactionaries.

Now the Vietnamese people not only demand that the
French colonialists respect the agreements already signed;
their demand is not simply reversion to the pesition as it
was on November 20 and December 17, 1946, as some people
have mistakenly understood.

No! The shots now being fired are those of a long
resistance | We must win independence and national unifica-
tion. Independence and unification within the French Union
if need be, but it must be independence and unification !
The Preliminary Agreement of March 6, 1946, and the modus
vivendi of September 14, 1946, cntail recognition of the
complete independence and the complete unification of Viet
Nam : only on these conditions can peace be restored. Other-
wise, the Vietnamese people have no alternative but to fight,
fight and fight again — fight until they achieve the complete
annihilation of all rapacious reactionaries on their beloved soil.

The French reactionaries are attempting to set up a puppet
government for the whole country. Then they will proclaim
the recognition of the fake independence and unification of
a Viet Nam headed by that Government. But their treacher-
ous schemes are doomed to failure. The Vietnamese people
are not as casily deccived as they think.

Some people say that the slogan “independence and unifica-
tion within the French Union” implies a contradiction. Why
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does Viet Nam agree to remain part of the French Union
when it claims to be independent ? These friends forget that
the Vietnamese people have firm confidence in themselves
and trust the French people, and therefore do not fear to
remain part of the French Union. The Vietnamese people
are ready to co-operate with the new France, because they
know that such co-operation, if it is sincere and based on
equality and “free consent, will be beneficial to both sides in
the present international imbroglio. The Vietnamese people
do not want the French people and the democratic world
to misunderstand, to think that Viet Nam wishes to leave
the French Union in order to join some reactionary bloc
hostile to the forces of peace and democracy...

There are others who say that the slogan “independence
and unification within the French Union” betrays a waver-
ing resistance and hopes for peaceful negotiation with France.
We reply : The Vietnamese people do not hate the French
people, and it is not against them we are fighting; so why
should we not be on friendly terms with them? On the
other hand the Vietnamese people do realize that in order to
establish friendly relations with the French people, they must
resolutely break down the wall which scparates the French
and the Vietnamese peoples — that wall is the French
colonialists. We are determined to annihilate the French
reactionaries, who daily widen the gulf which separates
our two peoples, both of whom love peace, justice and
freedom.

To achieve the above-mentioned political aim of the war
of resistance (independence and unification within the French
Union), mere diplomacy with France is ineffective. We must
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wage a war of resistance, we must take military action. Here
are the military aims of our war of resistance :

1. To annihilate the enemy forces in our country;
2. To crush the aggressive designs of the enéﬁy completely;
3. To take back the whole country.

Our people advocate a long resistance ; this means to strive
to achieve our military aims in order to realize our political
aims. If France recognizes the “independence and unification
of Viet Nam within the French Union”, we shall agree;
otherwise, when the resistance of Viet Nam has scored final
victory, Viet Nam will become an independent state outside
the framework of the French Union.

\Y

THE CHARACTER OF OUR RESISTANCE

History knows two kinds of wars : just wars and }u!njust
wars. Just wars are wars fought again‘st.o'ppressors and con-
querors to safeguard the freedom and independence of the
peoples. Unjust wars are wars whose purpose is the seizure
of territories, and a usurption of the freedom and happiness
of the majority of the people of these territories.

Our people are fighting the reactionary French colonialists
in order to regain freedom and independence, to defend and
liberate themselves ; our war of resistance is therefore a revolu-
tionary war, a people’s war fought in self-defence, a just and
progressive war. On the other hand, the French colonialists
are invading our country with the aim of oppressing and
exploiting our people as before ; the aggressive war of the
French colonialists is therefore an unjust and reactionary war.

A just war always enjoys warm support from people of
goodwill and from progressive nations all over the world.
An unjust war wins only disapproval and contempt from
sound public opinion and the peace-loving peoples.

We are not surprised that world opinion has not supported
France up to now. On the other hand many countries (India,
Burma, Indonesia and Malaya in particular) support and
encourage us.
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This is one of the many factors which weaken the morale
of the French soldiers and strengthen the determination of
our army.

Morcover, although the August Revolution won power
for the Vietnamese people, it did not completely liberate the
whole country. The present war of resistance will complete
the task of national liberation.

Though the August Revolution set up the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, this regime is not yet perfect. The
present war of resistance will extend and consolidate the
democratic republican regime of Viet Nam and develop it
on the basis of new democracy.

That i1s why Viet Nam’s armed resistance not only has
the character of a national liberation war, but is also a
struggle for new dcmocracy. Does this not make it part

of the great democratic movement now blazing through
the world ?

This resistance carries on the work of the August Revolu-
tion. It is a revolutionary war aimed at achieving national
independence, democracy and freedom. A new Viet Nam is
being forged in the fire of the resistance : an independent,
unified, democratic, prosperous Viet Nam — a new demo-
cratic Viet Nam.

There are some friends who think that since our present
struggle has a national and democratic character at the same
time as we are fighting the colonialists, then this entails
land being taken from the landlords and distributed to the
tillers. We reply : this war of resistance is fulfilling the task
of national liberation and is developing new democracy. At
present, we shall limit ourselves to the confiscation of land
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and other property belonging to Vietnamese traitors in order
to distribute this land to the peasants on the one hand, and
swell the budget of the resistance on the other. This does
not mean that we shall carry out absolutely no land reform
during the course of the war of resistance. But it must be
implemented gradually and undertaken step by step, in such
a way as to differentiate among the feudalists, and isolate
the French colonialist aggressors.

This war of resistance is a people’s war. The overwhelming
majority of our people are peasants. Nearly all the fighters
of our regular, militia and guerilla forces are peasants too.
Our resistance is in fact a peasant war led by the working class.

The Vietnamese people are not struggling for themselves
alone. They are struggling for their own liberation and at
the same time for the defence of world peace. The French
reactionaries who are invading Viet Nam are part and parcel
of international reaction. Their ranks consist of a great
number of German soldiers who were formerly members
of Hitler's fascist armies. A number of French colonialists
who took part in the resistance against the German fascists
during the last world war, such as Valluy, Morliere, etc.,
have today betrayed the ideal of opposition to aggression,
letting selfish and shameful interests get the upper hand.
Their collaboration with French financial magnates has
turned them into their lackeys in their aggression against
Viet Nam.

In this way the Vietnamese people’s fight against the
reactionary French colonialists is a fight against remnants of
the fascist forces, who openly violate the United Nations and
Atlantic Charters and are sworn enemies of world peace.
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The Vietnamese people realize that only when the reactionary
French colonialists have been swept out of Viet Nam, will the
French and Vietnamese peoples, both loving independence
and peace, be in a position to enter into genuine cooperation
within the -French Union, and in the great democratic
family of world nations.

‘Thus, the resistance in Viet Nam is a progressive war in
which we are fighting for freedom, independence, demo-
cracy and peace.

V

MILITARY RESISTANCE

Many people think that resistance consists in no mare
than sending troops to the front to fight the enemy. In fact,
to take up arms and fight the enemy is only one aspect
of the problem. The resistance of our people must be carried
out in every field : military, economic, pohtlcal and cultural

How are we to ﬁght in the military field ?

Resistance in the military field means using every measure,
every stratagem, to maintain and develop our own forces,
while destroying those of the enemy. It means using force

to drive the invader out of our country.

The guiding principle of the strategy of our wholc resist-

-ance is to fight a protractcd war.

To protract the war is the key to victory. Why must the
war be protracted ? Because if we compare our forces with
those of the enemy, it is obvious that the balance is still in
the enemy’s favour. The enemy’s country is an industrial

‘one — ours is an agricultural country. The enemy has planes,
‘tanks, warships; as for us, we have only rudimentary

weapons. The enemy troops are well-trained, ours are not
inured to war. If we throw the whole of our forces into
a few battles to try and decide the outcome, we shall certainly
be defeated and the enemy will win. On the other hand,
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if while fighting we maintain our forces, expand them,
train our army and people, learn military tactics while fight-
ing, we shall gain what we lacked at the outset and grow in
strength. If we at the same time reduce and harass the enemy
forces, we shall weary and discouragc them in such a way
that, strong as they are, they will become weak and will
meet defeat instead of victory. In short, if we prolong the
war, our forces will grow stronger, the enemy forces will
be weakened, their already low morale will become still
lower, their already poor finances will become still worse.
The more we fight, the more united our people at home
will be, and the more the world democratic movement will
support us. On the other hand, the more the enemy fights,
the more the anti-war and democratic movement in France
will stay his hands; the rising revolutionary movement in
the French colonies will oblige the enemy to spread his
forces ; and he will find himself in a position of isolation
in the international ‘arena. To achieve all these results, the
war must be prolonged, and we must have time. Time is
on our side — time will be our best strategist, if we are
determined o pursue our resistance to the end.

Under the Tran dynasty, our people waged long wars of
resistance three times in 31 years to defeat the Yuan in-
vaders. Under the Later Le dynasty, it took us ten years’
resistance to wipe out the cruel Ming troops. It took the
Chinese people eight years to free themselves from Japanese
occupation®. Those who want “lightning war and rapid
victory ”, who want to bring the whole of our forces to

1. Those are clear examples of protracted resistance.
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the battle-front to win speedy victory and rapidly to decide
the outcome of the war, have learned nothing from the
invaluable experiences of “history ; indeed, they understand
nothing of the strategy necessary to our people in this war
of resistance. They do not believe in the ability of the masses.
All that they would achieve would be the premature sacrifice
of the bulk of our forces in a few adventurous battles ; they
would commit heroic but useless suicide. They pretend
contempt for the enemy. Yet they are the very ones who
are afraid of the enemy and of a long resistance war.

What is our line in the fighting ? It is to seize the offen-
sive and force a rapid decision in every battle.

We are attacked. The enemy is stronger than we are.
f we remain on the defensive, and only defend ourselves
where we are attacked, the more we fight the weaker we
shall become — the more we fight the more we shall be
defeated. Therefore, in every campaign and battle, the weak
points of the enemy must be discovered and attacked, and
we must attack forcefully to annihilate his forces. If we
attack, we must do it quickly and decide the battle rapidly.
(From the strategic viewpoint, we must prolong the war;
but in every individual campaign and from a tactical view-
point, we must achieve quick results). It is only by applying
the tactics of lightning attack that we can destroy the enemy
sector by sector. The effect of many battles in which the
encmy is destroyed sector by sector, will be the weakening
of his forces as a whole, and their demoralisation. Our
forces, on the other hand, will increase and our fighters’
morale will be strengthened. We shall go on in this way
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until:-we reach the point at which we are sufficiently strong
to launch a general counter-offensive to defeat the enemy
on all battle-fronts and to recover the whole of our territory.

To attack forcefully and wipe out the ‘cnciny in every
battle we must apply tactics of maximum mobility, penetrat-
ing deeply and then withdrawing as .far as possible. We
must concentrate our forces rapidly, launch lightning attacks,
then disperse like a flash. In other words, from a tactical
viewpoint, we must wage guerilla and mobile warfare.

Guerilla warfare is the method of fighting in partisan
units or with relatively small groups of the regular army
disguised as civilians and mingling with the people. Though
these forces are armed with rudimentary weapons only they
are extremely active. They attack the enemy from behind,
outflank him or launch sudden attacks on his weak points.
They pretend to attack the enemy’s right flank while actually
attacking his left, they concentrate for attack and disperse
to dodge the enemy’s reply. They cut communication lines,
harass the enemy while he is eating or sleeping, wear down
his strength, cause him weariness and distress, render his
forces lameg lost, hungry, thirsty... The three most generally
employed tactics of guerilla warfare are: surprise attack,
ambush and harassment. Fighting must be co-ordinated
with sabotage. Sabotage is a wonderful means of resistance
by guerilla forces or by regular troops less well-armed than
the enemy.

Mobile warfare is fighting in which the regular army,
or guerilla forces mustered in relatively large units and co-
operating with the regular army, use more or less advanced
weapons, group themselves rapidly and launch lightning
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attacks ; encircling the enemy in order to destroy him,
working round positions to attack "him, attacking from
behind rather than launching frontal attacks, advancing
rapidly and withdrawing quickly. On a long and ‘deep
battle-front (sometimes stretching the length of the country),
the fighting units must divide duties among themselves and
co-ordinate their actions, attacking the enemy according to a
common plan, disturbing his forces, spreading alarm and dis-
order among them, so-that they will either be destroyed or
be forced to withdraw. The characteristic of mobile warfare
is : to manceuvre with flexibility, attacking the enemy and
destroying him.

In order to win, we must wage a guerilla war and engage
in mobile warfare or guerilla-and-mobile warfare ; that means,
a mixed form of military tactic. But all this does not mean

that we shall not practise positional warfare.

What is positional warfare ? It is the deployment of forces
of the regular army in readiness for a battle, digging
trenches, setting up fortifications, checking the enemy’s
advance, taking advantage of the enemy’s weak points
and inadequacies to attack him and occupy his positions.

So long as we are not as well-armed as the enemy, to
apply positional warfare in a hurry is to doom ourselves to
failure. That is why guerilla and mobile warfare are at
present the chief forms of fighting, and positional warfare
only a secondary form. Sometimes guerilla warfa.rc sh0}11d
be applied rather than mobile warfare and sometlmc.s v1Fe-
versa, all according to the concrete objective and subjective
conditions at each particular time and place. Because we
are short of arms, guerilla warfare will in general be the
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