CTASTOR. . A "NEGRO NATTONY IN THE UNITED STATES? | ' RN

Introduction . ‘ ' g qu

. In the olassic Marxist-Leninist work on the national question, "Marxiem and t‘ne i
Na.tidnal Question", Josef Stalin speaks of il
[ ] i h 3 st VN
A J Ton, o the American nation" 5 e T g =
' - (J. stalin: "Marxism and the National Question", in: "Works|', Volume 2; quoow
ot e 19535 pe 311), ~ .
referring, of course, to the community of people inhebiting the mainland of the oo "‘
United States of America, and not to the Americen continent.: AR

~ He says : 1 oo
5L " 'mpt the'end of the 18th. and the beginning of the 19th. centuries .. the ’
‘/ Americans - ', already constituted a nation dlstinct from England (i. e., from .. ~4us
Britain — Ed.)" o g Ve
(J. Stalin- ibid.; pe’ 311) . SRR T ¢

JRUPUUIURPRPREIURESS S 4
P

Wollowing the 6th. Congress of the Communist International in July—Septem‘ber ”

1928, Stalin was removed from effective influence in the leadership of the

CI, this passing to a group of (as yet) concealed revigionists headed Dy Nikolai

‘_Bukha.rin a.nd Dtto Ku@i__r_xgr_;. e _ o ———

5 /vv e m
oL .0n Ooto‘ber 26th,, 1928 the Execnrtive Committee of the Communist International

: 1smd .a Resolution on the Nem Question which, in effect, repudiated Stalin's :

conoept ‘of "ihe American nation® in favour of one which implied that the Negmo . ~{:

i ‘thap:!.t,tng ths “Black Belt” — useé¢ here in the gense of the S..i=uwe avep:'
.of ihe Soullijeovered by slave plantationsy vhere for a time after the abolition of .

i, slavery Negroes constituted a majority of the population, pot in the nyrrover sense
.. of the portion of this area having black soil —~ constituted "an oppmeseed na.tipn"

‘)7 vithin the United States of America: B

E‘ , ' nfhe various forms of oppression of the Negro masses, who are conoentrated
i ' . - mainly in the so-called 'Black Belt', provide the necessary conditions for a

?‘é L / _ national revolutionary movement among the Negroes. . . e
3 . g The Communist Party must come out as the champion of the right of the %

- Oppressed Negro race for full emancipation. . . . Chey
‘.- . The Party must come out openly and unreservedly for the right of Negroea R
. to national self-determination in the smzthem states, where the Negroes form a.

'-__majorj.'l;y of the population". . . . :
el G (ECCI: Resolution on the Negro Question, in: J. Degra.s (Ed.)‘ "The Commm:l.st .
2 J Internationa.l: 1919-1943: Documents", Volume 23 London; 19713 Pe 554)_“ 4

later, on Ootober 26th., 1930, the Political Secretariat of the B il

i Two yea.rs
Executive Committee of the Communist International developed this political line’

‘| © In & Besolution on the Ne ostion in the United States, which declared sk .
st expli°itly thit the Negro community in The "Black Belt" constituted R

- ae N pras fne aleemep—

Lo

the Negro Question in the United- States, :Ln. P Degra.e
4 19-1943: Documents", Volume 33 Oxford; 965;

1.. . an oppressed nation"

(Ps, ECCI: Resolution on
' (Ed.)s "The Communist Internationalt 19
De 125)y |

.' and B8O oalled forv
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L B IS ‘ : o e BERE
’»'". o the right of aelf-determination of the Nggroes in the Black Belt". & = % {
- (Ps, ECCI: ibid.; P. 126),

The conoept of a 'pegro nation" within the USA was, of courmne Goee the Hf-
Communist Party of the United States of Amerioa., ’ "_'"‘EI‘“ g ol

AL

gl
‘}", o5 : K} ) , tln‘r:
. As the CPUSA moved into open revisionism towarq%s the end of, and following, the‘m:

Second World Wexr, in 1956 1t repudiated the conce £ "the Negro no.tion™: ¥
4

 '\' '+ nfhig correct position (i.e., of the ECCI\in 1928-30 —— Ed.) was liquidated g
- by the mevisionists in 1956, and in its place was put_g upport for . . equal righta(
. within 'the American nation'!., . . The policy of self etermlnatlon foxr the A
“Negro nation wes discarded". e o
" (M, Laski: General Secretary of the Communist Party of the United States of A
' America . ist—Lpninist) Interview in: "Red Front", Volume 2, No. 1; March/
April 19 83 Pe 13).. : t
: with the formation of new organisations aiming to base themselves. once again on in
“Mhrxist-Leninist principles -- the Communist Party of the USA (Marxist~Leninist) -
' ‘and its suocessor, the Marxist-Leninist Organisation of the USA —23%ook the view ‘
. that the repudiation of the co?cept of "the Negro nation" by the CPUSA had been TR
*” Ka manifestation of revisionism and readopted the position taken by the Communist "'jﬁ
flternational in 1928~30 ]@
© o mour Party takes the following stand on this matter: that there is in faot Y
8 Negmo nation in the South and that it has the right of self-determ}naﬂlon"
(M. Laski: ibide; pe 13)a g o4 ‘,;

L, Without making its own independent analysis of the question, the Marxist-Leninist
’7£ Organisation of Britain =~ the precursor of the Communist League —— accepted the. 5Ij
ine of the American comrades on the national question in the United States.

The artiole which follows ig an attempt 1o rectify the omission of the MLOB and?,}
s : i S AE R B S o e R s'-»—.*t..'.‘:.:,-'-'"’»v sw,

"\ The Formation of Multi-National States o o l

' If an "oppressed Negro nation" exists on the mainland of the United Statea, 1t
E 3ows that the mainland United States is inhabited by two nations: an oppressing ;
"P ¢Q¥S;American nation" and an oppressed‘Negro nation", so that the mainland United
State is a "multi-national state". : ;

; Lenin, however, holds that the "typical, normal" capitalist state is that inhaﬁite
by ‘2 single nations - J

. . "he formation of national states, under which these requirements of modern

I 'capitaliem are best satisfied, is therefore the tendency of every national ~

4'/' movements The deepest economic factors urge towards this goal, and for the whole

. of Western Europe, nay, for the entire civilised world, the typical, normal state,

+ for the capitalist period is, therefore, the national state". ais ¥
< (Vi Is. Lening "On the Right of Nations to Self-Determination", in: "Seleoted

-”f fWOrks" Volume 4; 1943; p. 251).

» J.

e A _-'.
:af- Nk -9 i

o g Stalin oharaoterises the formation of multi-national states as a "spgcial method"
,' of the formation of states which takes place 1n territories:

s o . . . > p i . . \
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1) where more than one pre-nation (nationaliyl exists; ' i
2) where feudalism has not yet been eliminated; and :

... 3) vhere capitalism is feebly developed, but is more developed in one of the

pre-nations (nationalities) goncerned than in the other (or others): ¥ of

: "Whereas in the West (of Europe — Hd\.) nations geveloped into states, in
the East multi-national states were formed. . . :
* " This special method of formation of states could take place only where
feudalism had not yet been eliminated, where capifalism wasi feebly developed,
where the gationalities which had been forced inté the background had not yet
8cen able to consolidate themselves economically into integral nations".

+(Jo V. Stalin: "Marxism and the National Question", in: "Works", Volume 23
Mosgow; 1953; p. 314).

"Lenin, oiting with approval the words of the then-Marxist Karl Kautsky, concurs
o %" - that multi-national ségtgga zze f:?'rme& in territories where the state structure
vi »! - remains "abnormal or e ' in relation to the needs of papitalis‘t society:
- "Heterogeneous nation states (i.e., multi-national states —— Ed.) . . are
'always states whose internal constitution has for some reason or other remained
' abnommal or underdeveloped', Needless to say, Kautsky speaks of abnormality
exclusively in the sense of lack of conformity with what is best adapted to the |

- requirements of developing capitalism",
(M I. Lenin: ibide; Do 252)p . . .0 o

~

———

i 'In the case of the US state, there could be no question of "feudalism having not
: et been eIiminated®, since the social system of feudalism never existed in the

' territory which became the Unfted States of America.

" “Nevertheless, the sooial system of slavery did exist, more especially in the .=
' Southern part _oi‘ the territory which became th .and Lenin pointed out sk w \'N!
:  «=referring specifically to the USA —- that the Asurv:lvals of slavery are indisting=- |
‘. mishable firom those of feudalism: , _ ‘ :

. . ——— e s
o ; —

. "The economic survivals of slavery are not in any way distinguishable from !
those of feudalism, and in the former sIave-owning South of the USA these o
5 T - gurvivals are still very powerful"”, r
i @ ' (V.I. Lenin: "New Data on the Laws Governing the Development of Capitalism in =
¢ ' .. Agrioulture: Part One: Capitalism and Agriculture in the United States of America 'l
r ins "On the United States of America™j; Moscow; 19673 p. 123). - S
’_-;"l?érhap:s, ther&f&re, glavery played a similar role in the USA to that played by . 0
+ feudalfsm in Eastern Europe, in bringing into the structyre of the Us'stato [
- Wabnormal o¥ underdeveloped" features in relation to thei%;,needs of capitalist .
. society?

3

O S

5
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But, in faot, the US state was construoted in the North, where slavery was from . .-
-the beginning a minor factor (on the eve of the American RevoIution slaves oopstitntéd_,"
; for example, only 1% of the population of New Hampshire) and was abolished early. * . :
.. The Confederate state of the Southern slave-owners was not incorporated in the US i
stats, but was forcibly destroyed during the Civil War of 1861-65, in the course of '
#4 - vhich slavery was abolished and the authority pf the Northern state extended )

. throughout the territory that became the United States, -

x - m————
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the features which led to the fomatlon of multi—na.tional sta;tea in

pe did not operate in the territo
ry that became the US
us_doubts as to the correctness of analysing the USA a,sA "a%‘tﬁs m“f l}

W na.t:!.onal state",

e ————

ggp quinition of a Natlon
The olassic definition of a nation, a.ccep'ted by all Marxist-leninists, is that ”

B
£ 0 of Staling
ty of people,

B " "A nation is a historically constituted, stable communi |

5 b ./ formed on the. basis of a common laggggg, territogx, economic 1ife, and
{i gy o psx«.hologi&l makewup manifested in & common culture. o l
characteriatics are present together that we l

It is only when all these
hava a nation",
J. V. Stalin: "Marxism and the National n .

Mosoow- 1953; p. 307’ 308) atio Questlon in: "Works", Volume 2; l
"The question of whether the Négro communﬁty in the "Bla.ck Belt" of the USA oy
'oonsti‘butes a nation or not thus depends upon mhether it possesses all the_ "
_‘“f'_._oha.raoteristica described in Stalin's definition. 2

it B s e . : o R

| g T : A Stable Community? o .
W !!m p:'oportiozx of the total Negro population living in the "Black Belt" i

' a.t'lﬁubegfnn&nsofthnzoth.oenturym9m6 ‘

\/ (M. Elliaom "The Elack Experience:s American '.Blaokis since IB6S5"; London; '

By 1970 thia .fignre had fallen, according to US Census figures, as a mult 15
N s of mi@ation to otHer parts of the United States to 19%, and Negroes oonst:ltuted T
i aﬁﬁfﬂ winozity gi§ (36%) of the population of the "Black Belt". e
1 T!mn, the Negro community in the "Black Belt" does not const:ltute a "atablo '
oomunity" such as is cha.ractarist:lo of a nation. ! . ™
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Uy m(th- i A Common Language?

e Neg:ro community in the "Black Belt" certainly has a common 1 gglis ".:
Bwt since this language is adso the language of the non-Negro peoplzr%e USAy .2
:this does not establish that this N community constitutes a "separate naticr* -
from the non-Negro people of the USA | e

- S . g e et 8+ sy o .

A Common Territory?

:
e

. Those who. present the Negro community in the Southern United States as "a aeparat
. nation" generally declare that it hag "g common territory" in the "Black Belt": ‘.::,‘

nat least three~fourths of the entlre Negro population of the United States’ ,s
(12 .million) live . . settled in the 'Black Belt' and -constituting the majority
.. of the population. . . ,,\‘

+ .. In the South, . . the main communist slogan mist be: The right of self-
deteminatlon of the Negroes in the Black Belt". R
(PS, ECCI: Resolution on the Negro Question in thq United States, in: J. Degras :
Ed.)‘ "The Communist International: 1919-1943; Docunments", Volume 3; Oxford* i
1965; Ps 1255 126). o

“The statement made in the first raragraph of the quotation above is rar from tru.e
ﬂoday.

s “["‘;Jl“:v*vi e g e :

'ﬂhe 11970 US. Census revealn that the "Black Belt" has a Negro pop'olatioﬁ of 4.;
{ m:[llion a53inst e "Euro-American® (1.e., white) population of 7.0 million. Thus = '
. Negroos form a minority (36%) of the population of the "Black BeIt", |

. Ll "4 Funther ;the Negro population of the "Hlack Belt" ~-d, 3 million =

P e on ~ represents .
gt " only s emall minordty (19%) of the Negro population of the USA of 22.6 mzln;ion. -

byt Jel million Negroes (23% of the total Nepro population, and more than -the gntire ™ &
; ., Negro :population of the "Black Belt") 1live in six Northern cities alone — New York i
Wi 0 Cirl:y, chioago. Detroit, Philadolphia, Washington and Los Angeles.

- o o - oA ~

. 1.-‘6 -uﬂ“ .- '
ol u Ta.king the criterion a.dopted 'by ‘the Political Secretariat of the ECCI in 1930, 1
' the counties where Negroes form "the majority of the population' are shown in the a

A

' E'map below: . ey

By fonry
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sevaxal poinxs need to be noted with regard to this map: : w SR

Firstl 238 the cou.pties where Negroes form a majority of the popu’l.ation — alth*'r?' "
: ying g’anarally, but not a’bsolutely within the "Black Belt", form only a pgrtion f'_

A Secondly these counties do not make up a _contiguous territory, but are wid'ely" <
,‘3 3 goatterod and disconnegted fragménts of territory; o

£ irdly, these counties contain a Negrb pOpulation of 1.1 million (% of the
s Negro population of the USA); T

."‘ § = o
Fou:cthly_" even in these counties, more than 40% of the population is "Euro- ‘:4 - 55
‘Ameriean" i.e., white; _

" Fifbhly;, the number of counties where the Negro people constitute a maaority of
: "the. population has shrunk rapidly throughout the present century, together with the
Negro population residing in thems

SeioYear o L No. of counties Fegro population- q

\‘- 1900 * e v 286 4 million - R
1950 - : 158 2 wdllign - G YTELPS
1970 : . 465 1 million A;

5 fm'ms, while 1t took 50 years (frpm 1900 to 1950) for the Negro population of suoh
" -counties’ to' drop by 50%, 1t took only another 20 years (from 1950 to 1970) for it ,ﬁ;-"
"‘ho d:r:op by a further 506« i-'ar

-.1 Clea.rly, 'l;he "Black BeIt" can in no way be regarded as the "common territory" of :
#"'the Negro conmunity of the United States, There is no contiguous territory in - = - 33
w7 ¥he USA-which could be regarded as the "common territory" of the Negro cormmmity, ol
; ‘_which is. scattered throughout the territory of the United Statee. 1 R

; "_h; One ma.y a.sk, with Sta.lin: o

g J ‘.| “wWhat common nationality can there be among people who . . inhabit
¥ different territories?"

(J. V. Stalin; "Marxism and the National Question", in: "wOrks", Volume 23
Moscow; 1953; s 309-10) s # Lt d

" A Common Economic Life? ‘ ' g # " 1 L
0 'Ihose who present the Negro community in the "Black Belt" as "a separate nation"
generally claim that it has "a common economic 1ife" in agriculture .

. "Mhe bulk of the Negro population (86%) live in the Southern states; of ;
- this number T4% live in the rural districts and are dependent almost exclusively

“upon agriculture for a livelihood". A‘i‘.
.. (ECCI: Resolution on the Negro Question, in: J. Degras (Ed.): "The Communist - *
‘- International - 1919~1943: Documents", Volume 23 London; 1971 P. 553).
"In' the Black Belt ., . the ma;jority of the resident Negro popula.tion are .. 5
farmera and agricultural laboure L l
/ PS,- ECCI- Resolution on the Negrdquestion in the United States, in: J. Degras ' -
E%. ¢ "The Communist Internatio s 1919-1943: Documents", Volume 3; Oxfords ‘
19 5, P 130 . ) ; ;
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4 rf"‘

'.mosc ctataments are far from true today.

The 1970 US Census reveals that less than 3% of ocoupied Negroes are emge.go&
4 :l.*n @ag;’mxre (vhether ag farmers, farm managers or farm workers). In the Scmih
- the figure is only 5%.

Earha.pa, havmr, the "Black Belt" constitutes an integral economic unit moro '
or less sepa.rato from the econcay of the EEMP €51 ofF rie USAY

. Some of thsse who claim that this is so do 80 on the grounds that the econony
170" of the "Black Bolt" fs of a "semi-folonial" character:

‘"The *Black Belt' . . is not, either economically or politically, such an

/ rltegral part of ths whole United States as any other part of the country. . «
o The capitalist economic syetem o o there , , 8till has , . Bem-oolgnial ‘

- featma" - ' 1-
« (PSy ECCIs ibid.s p. m!-’—? |30) A

es a natrlt of uneven development of capitalism, all capital:l.at conntriu
hanm:;giom which are mtzze, and regions which are less, industrially developeds . and
.- the regiom which are less industrially developed generally have a semi-colonial : "_::
. econonic: mlatiqmm;_o to those regions which are more :lndustrially developad. ‘I‘his- &

» ‘.

3. "'aoess WL mean, mowever, that such a less :I.ndnstrially developed region of a coun"‘v'y
.. form3 an "integral economic unit more or less separate from the ecohomy of the .-/l
J _' ~ Test of the comntry”, such as would create one of the bases for separats nati ornhood.,
;¥ 7 For exemple, -the South of Italy has long been industrially less developed than the -
+.. Northy 'with which it has Bad a semi-colonial tyre of relationship; but this does noi
" mean that ths South of Italy forms an "integral economfc unit more or less aepmto
) i‘romtimeconohvofthemtofthocounu-yﬂ,mhasconldoreateoneofthn' ;
'ba.sea for a separate "South I‘balian" nation,

e S — g o S——

'Iho PS of tho ECCT edmits, in fact, that the question of the €esewr lml of e
mdns'a'laliaabion is irrelevant to the national question in the USAs :

- Belt ia npt, as is generally the case in °
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‘#Industrialisation in the ‘Black

53"~_ . 'colonieu properly speaking, in eontradiction with the ruling interests of the
T / imperialist bourgeoisie, which kas in its hands the monopoly of the entire . .
industry, but in so far as indestry is developed here, it will in no way bring d- L.

o . solution to the question of 1iving conditions af the oppressad Neg.po majority". ,.-,.
@  (PS, ECOIs 1bid.s p. 129). '

:l-"'iz":'_' s, | Tt admits, in faot, that the "Black Bolt" doew not_ consyitute an "mtegra.l oconom.t
E uni’t mora or less sepam'bo from the econonw of the reat of the UBA" :

\/ ~"The ’EI.aok Bel*t' :l's notl:l.‘n 1tself either economi
; nni‘bed whole as to warrant its being called a speciaml
States",

(ps, ECCT4 ibides p. 129).
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oally or pol:ltioally, suohié?
colony of the United s

i e

Sano of those who claim that the "Black Belt" constitutes an integral qoonomie "

[' - unit more or less separate from the economy of the rest of the USA do so on the '
Y grourds that the economy of the "Hlack Belt" contains significant survivals of

Y elawry, na.nifnted in such "semi-~feudal" systems of exploitation as ehara-oropping:
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&, ."f. Wi '"m. Ko.gz'o « o Oppressed nation . . is in a peculiar and extraoxﬂina.rily ,f ;
diut:msaina situation of national oppression . . above all because of oonsidora‘nl
‘ soeial antagonisy (remnants of slavery). . . 9
;.- 'A%t least three=fourths of the entire Negro population of the Unitod Sto.tu 8
live o op most of tiom being pessants and agriocultural labourers :l.n 8 sta.te ., b
" . 'semi-gerfdom, settled in the 'Black Belt'. , . Ly
! The agrarian question . . lies at the basis of the national queltion. . o
In the 'Black Belt' , . the capitalist economioc systexr o « 8till has pre-
é c&pitaliat o o features©,
(rS, ECCIs ibid.; p. 125, 129, 130)

B "'I'hs remnants of slavery in all their ramifications explain the basi.o oonteni
‘of tho ‘Negro questien in the United States. . .

"%, . The chief factor which has preserved the area of Negro majority to the .. .
" v;,’pmant time, in the face of the conflicting forces tending to redistribute the .
. Negro population, is the modern plantation system based upon forms of labour - A.;‘;
- which are survivals of chattel slavery”,
s ..(g.)s. Allen: "The Negro Queation in the Unfited States"; Londony 1956; Pe 33, v
- It is ‘e tl:at, in tho absenoce of land reform in the South, the plantation-ownorl
A nre ‘able to take advantage of the weak economic position of the Negro freedmen 8
. %o .impose on them €orms of exploitation which may justly be described as "semi= - '?
- serfdom®, and that out of these forms share—cropping emerged, as a result _f_b:ia.l

en:or, as that best suited to the needs of the plantation-ownerss i1

'y T "It (1,04, share~cropping — Ed,) was the outcome of years of experimentation
to ﬁ.nd what method would produce the most constant supply of subtmissive labo'ur
at the lowest cost",

.- (F. A, Shannon: "The Farmer's Last Frontier: Agriculture: 1860-1897"; New York; .
719553 pe 87) : ’“

- But the- Bystem of Bha.re-cropping is not confined to Negroes, nor to the ":Bla.ck
Bolt"

.

i oo : . . Y

R B e PR p———

e mther eha.re-oropping, as a form of a.gricultural tenancy, has ’been deol:l:nitng
1n tho Bouth since %930: . LA
o "Shm-cropping, once typical of the ootton—growing areas of the Scmth, 'i
:ll nov history. . . - :
_ . Share=cropping tenancies . . are today found only in the Hisaiasipi 'Delta'»
and on the coastal plains of the Carolimas". -
" (AB. N, Duckham & G. B. Masefield: "Farming Systems of the World"s Lonaon; 3
19715 p. 113. 155) | : ¢ v g

‘.w

e
- g And, 1n aw case, partioular forms of exploitation do pot make the region in ‘
' which they operate "ag integral economic unit more or less separate from the economy
. of the rest of the oountry" suoh as would oreate one of the bases for separate .

, nationhood, In Italy, pimsssssswmwiwyr for examplle, share-cropping remains the predomina:
- form of agricultural exploitat:lon in Lombardy and Emilia, but this does not mean that .
- these regions form "integral economic units more or less separate from the economy of

. the rest of Italy”, such as would create one of the bases for separa.te Tuscan and - '
.Emilian nations, o T

o ——— —— —— e e T
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bk The "Black Belt" doea not, therefore, fom "a.n integral eoonomio unit uore or”
| 5 1esa separate from the oconomy of the rest of the USA"; its economy is an 1ntem.1 l :
/z:_:x:-t of tho ecr.momy of tho U:m -~ &8 the PS of the ECCI a!dmits when 11: sa.yax o .: _.;i-;'

. : 'l:ed wholo as. %o warrant its being called a apooial colony of the Unitod States“
Ps, EGCTs 1bid.; Pe 129) ' = % TR

e st
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Those“ﬁho presen’b the Negro community' in theZSouthern United Sta.tes as "a. eepe.ra:tq l
.'Ea.on" generally declare’ ‘bha‘b it has "3 common psycholog:wal maXxe-up manifested

in’ a covmuon culx'—‘ure“ o ; : R
X A ¥ i C ol .

Ll

o ,'Iho ancestom of ‘I:he prosent Negro 1nhab1ta.nts of tho United Sta.'bes vere brough..
Crom Africa to: serve as slaves, for the most pert on the plantations in the area’ up
Wyhich now forms the "Black Belt" of the Southern USA. The social formations. of the
'+ regiona:of Africa from which they came were the tribe and tribal federation, not:
. the pre-nation (nationality), and they came from many different areas of Africa,
'y having no ‘common culture, or even a common language. It is clear tharefore that the RO
- Negro community. did not constitute a pre-nation (nationality), much less a na'hion, at
e time of the arrival of- the Negroes in North America. § A 1‘

Foat ef 'hhoso vho preaant ‘the Negro oonmmn:l.ty in the "Black Belt" es " a: sepe.mte
,na.tion" plaim: that 4t developsd "a common psychological make-up manifested in.a
-cormen ‘culture® ‘=< indeed, developed separate "nationhood® — under the mouldirg '
infivonce of 1is "segmgation" under slavery, the Civil War, Reconstraction a.nd
contempozazv capitali‘.cm o _ _ T
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S ST [T AP SO U TR N G Y

" 9By ,the 'b:l.me alavez'y was a’bol:lshed, the Negroes already had many of the 8 ’ &
cha.rac teriotics of nationality. .« . i ELIG

.- The Civil Var and the period of Rexonstruction laid tho basis for the further g1l
developzzent of the Negro people into a mation", o, e B L ;‘
(J A Allen: "Noe;ro Liberation"; New Yorlk; 19385 pe 65 7)o L e ’

Irom, tlio different peoples vwhich were at diffexent stages of ooonomi:o dove -

.opmen‘b and’ had different languages, gods and cultural backgrounds emerged a- 1 '

“peopls with s’ ‘common Negro nationality forged by centuries of _chattel Bla.very in

~Noxth ‘America,’ The lash and the slave pen, the auotion blqek and the hreeding fam

were .the melting pot frrom which emerged the Negro people®, .- o

gggémmmiszg).abor Paﬁty o:!' the U‘SNA: "‘.Ihe Heg.'o National and Colonia.l Question"; 3
H Pe. . e L .

oy “"Fpom’ chattol ale.very to vage alavery, the historioal dqvelopment of Bla.uk
‘,.:.pgople :lsla hsato;'y distinc from whites in the US. It is the welding together
..of -a paople, e naiion, from common ocul ture erience f ppre Y 1
' systematic’ egonomio o;olusion" o i ° o ssion a.nd ‘ L

(Revolutionary Union (TUSA)s "The Red Paperss Vi National Li‘oera,ti .
d
Eevolution in the US"; 1972; p. 37). on an PJ-‘°1°tarian

' rah "It vaa during this Ejo-yoar poriod of slavory, -oiv:ll war amd roconstruation, ;
as t:ell ‘ag, capitalist devalopment in the South, that Black peoplo were. forged, into
;{;na on¥, r" T R
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It ia, of courne, tme that ela H in North Amerioa was conﬂned 'to nerf*om 80

: tha.t during ‘the pericd of slavery Negroes constituted a special social class of !
'~alavaa. As 8 resul‘b, they necessarily acquired a "common puychological ma.ka-up i l

e e
M

V
B _man.,.i‘eatcd ;in ‘8 common cul.ture” appropriate to such a class, '

"5 ﬂ’d'n Those who olaim to be "Marxist-lLeninists® and who identify the " common psychoé- “"J
IS -Jogical outleck manifested in a common culture® possessed by a Social: class with ” ,
X "thai; possesaed 'by a nation fraquently c:lte a paaaage t‘ron Engelss W G R
2 _ e e e 3

f‘.‘ : § 3 5 1 L 4

.; .;-;."m wom.ing ola.as ha.s gradually becomo a race apart from the Engliah

...bouxgeo:f.sie. o o The workers speak other dialects, have other thoughts and ‘,‘ i 1
. ddealsy other custom and moral' principles, a different religion and other ' éi' y

:na*iona" anid
E(F, Eagelu -m COndition of the WOJ:king Clasgs in England"; London} 1969; p. 154)

@S
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: woﬂd.ng olaaa a8 sepam.tc "natiom!", Engels 4is speaking no more lite and

! .scimtiﬁcally than when, in the earlier sentence, he rofors to themr:au%elon.gﬂ,ng :
3 .%o pepaxate “races®, He is: aped.king metaphoriecally, in order to emphasise the. =~ . -
3 . .difforences in the: "common psychological make-up manifested in a common oul‘mra" i
* po‘ssesscd ‘by 'S:he 'mo entagonistic ulasses within the British nation, . Dl

2 Buky in addition to theaq md:loa.lly dissimilar psychological ma.ke-anps and Y
icnlmrea which: roflect class diffcrences, the British capitalist class and tha :Bmi,tiah
“working- ‘class have in comzon a certain "common psychologleal make-up manifested -

Wy éiz 2 cgmam;im oqltura" vhich roflects tha fact that both classes belong to the
ish ration, -

.,.........k.._ - —

?'“Ims, 'hLe fact that, during thn psriod of slavory in North Arerica, the Nev'z:o A
peonle acquimd a distinot Yoommon psychological make-up mamifested in a common’ ' 5 % [

Bt culture® which rofieccted their unique social position ps & slave classg: ‘gnd 80
‘ywes radieally. dissimilar from the psychological make-up and culture of other sonial
-{-_olasses, in no-wa oy means that thoy acquired a "common psychological nake-up Ry
'._-manifestc H 2 comon qulture" appropriato to a separate mation.. .

; _ L 3 G R e e R

g W:lth the abolition of slavery by the 13th, Amendment to the US Gonstiimtion
‘of Docenber 18%hey - 1855 — the Negro people ccased to form a slave gocinl ‘class, a.nd
g0 in time ‘evased to have the "common psychological make=up manifestcd iu a: cmcn ,
'rmltu-e" appraprlate to 8 slave olaas. - e , e

Bt 2 .' ;
e

1w

S : i
£% Ei‘he pzocess of doaegmgation of the Negro oommmity in the South _gz_m dm:i_‘.ng;:tho, Py

Clvil Var:of 13607 BY: B I
i TS ngme 186,000 Negro troops took part in 198 battles and ekirmichos and -
¥ J sﬁ“sred 68,000 casualties, The Total number of Negroes, including serv'snta.

b 1a’bonxere and epies, emounted to mecre than 300,000%. -
'Logam "Tho Negro 1.n the Unitod States" Volume 1; New Yorl:; 19701 Pe 18).
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e '"Phey (:I..a., tna nion Leagues — ‘? 2 presented tho militantly patrio*io

~ a.nd radical wing of the bourgeoieie 2% 'ﬁ.&’a.aaz support and supplics for the l !
" Noxrthern' troopsy’ en}isting Negfoea, caring for fireedmen in caups in the North 3

* and aarrying on.an agotational campa.ign among the fomer laves and poorer ,, (T

¥ whites ‘dn the aonque:wd territories .. o 48 early as 186§ the Leagues tock '

,V‘x-‘-'.root 4in “the South emong the white oclasses oppos&ﬂg the slavocracy and spread |

F .\ as the Union Army occupled Southern territory. o, Probably one=third of the
%! white population of the upland districty in 1866 was in the Leagmos®y

"+ (Jo 8¢ Alleng "Beoonatruotiom The Battle i'or I)emocra.oy: 1865—1876"; New

'Yclkt 19)74 s 9 2-3) e

"J" 6o

v e e R g - L. "
g S~ e A ot !

e — i - o gt

:,.“"ha- Ra’conatruo’h.‘lon etate governments of the South £rom 1868 to about 18'{5
‘included’ representat;.ves of ¢ o the ex-slaves., In the Black Belt countrics

/ ~the local offices were held almost exclusively by Negroes, The lower housge of
F +':Y"three ‘Southern state leg:lslaturea (South Carolina, Mississipirand Louisiana) had- ‘0
E - a majority of Negro representati*ms. while a number of Negroea ve:qo aent to 'both gy
'} ‘the Fouse'and Senate:of the United States". -

(J. 84 Allenx "The ‘Negro Quest:lon in the United States"; London; 1936; Ps 182).
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~capetal be a.llowed to turn them a8 an engine against wa? Taking this view: of
;/ ithe ouestion, we are of the opinion that the interests of the labour cause .-
o demand that. all woﬁ:ingnen be :l.ncluded within its ranks, without rega:d to

;mce or naticpalfity®, - . °

(W, By S7lviss’ Addxess’ of” the: National Laboz" Union,: July 1867,. cited fny: J 2. S.

‘Allens "Rcconstmctiom The Battle for Demooracya 1865-1876"; New York; 1937;

‘Pd 15‘@")5)0 i

‘ard at the 1869 oongresa of the National Labor Union nine Negro dolegates partioipated ¥
-for the' t_ime fira'b time in a national trade union assambly., _ ; g

“:.'In' 1865 tho Bu:t:eau or Fmedmen, Refugees and Abandoned Landa was est;.bli.ahed
by the siate with the officlal aim of asaiating Negrou in the South to a.tt:ain
ﬁoaM em:l er-onom;lo egualirtyv L e

T In 1866 the Becond Rreedmon's Burean Act provided for ownership of Ianda b:z v
nmwoes and the Clvil Rlghts Aot laid down that Negroes, as oitizena of tha US,
wore entmtled ‘bo "equal treatment before the 1aw". : 2

'\J?l

In 1867 two Heconstruction Acts swept & the reactionary State regimea 1n
: 'bhe South ‘and. ‘placed all the ex-Confederate States except Tennessee under
'militeey govermors, with instruotions to convene €SERIIICTL constitutiom
- Conventiors,. including representatives of the Negro conmunity, in each Stato,
;Ac}mg d wvith drvewing up new State Constitutions which would :Li"lolude Regro -1,
. suffrage’ in thelr provisions, The manocuvres of President Andrew Johusam® to
' prevent the adoption of this legislation brought about his impeachment by tha
;Hauzae*o.f. Rmmsentati‘ma; ho vas acquit‘bed by tho Senato, by 1 vote, 1n 1868
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s S el uhalll ccs or sufaros wny Tew wdidch shall abridge the pnvuege- Yt
& '~o&1mmiﬁian of oitizens of the United States™, : g
}-'(141:11. Amendment, Us Oonat:l'tmtion, oited ins R. W, Logan: ibide; p. 113) oy
" “In 1670 the 15th, Amendment was adopted, Paeiag that: - '_ ,‘ e
.. "he Tight of oitizens of the United States to vote shall not be ;
‘.denfed ox. abr:l.dged « « on acocount of race, colour or previous eondition of b
CsgervitudeM, . . Ak ‘_:;"fi@
(15*3‘1. Amandment, 'QIS' Gonatitztion, cited ins R. W, Logan:s ibid.} pe. 115) |

" e

aIn 1871 the Civil Righda (2 Enforcement) Act provided for supervision of
elections by federal courts of supervisors in order to enforce ths operation of
e 15%th. -Amendment. Later in the same year, 1871, the Civil Rights (3rd.: -
Enforcement) Act restricted the activities of the Ku Elux Klan, which had been
founded: in 186‘@ with the aim of ter.rorising %uppity" Negroes in the South, . %

20w

In 1875 the civil Rig;ht‘s Aot provided that all citizens should be entitled to
‘"mn and ‘eqvual ‘enjoymont" of facilities in inns, public transport vehicles e.nd
plaucs of amusezncnb. Wrtout PUCEMVACION oW (foomps 0F EXE  OL COWWR,

'I'lm, thn piictu:e in the early years of Reconstruotion was not ome of . - |
,segregaticn of -the NHogro oommuniity in the South, The Noxrtheorn “capitalist Syt
clags,. which dominated the federal state apparatus, was, in this period,. L
conoemed. “enoourage the development of a common front between Negroes and "poor
¢ 4] LSl
whités® - in oxder to consélidate its victory over the Southern planters. Taia L el
‘common. fyont was a reality, mot only in the Union Leagues and the tvade unions, ° l l g
but- a.lao in 'kho Republioan Party, the Constitutional Conventions and the Peo;gle's

“l"‘
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Thus, the "common psychological make-up manifested in a common oulture”
which Negroes acquired when they became, despite discrimination, members of

these soolal classes was less disaimilar from that of "Euro-Americans" (i.e., -

"' . white) members of these clpsses than that of Negroes had been from "Enro-Americama"l :

ot when the former constituted a separate social class of slaves. B
:ﬁ : And since the ?l:l.atinot "common psychological make-up manifested in a common

el : ted a separate
W ture® acquired by the Negro community in the South when it oconstitu

r ; ::}:ial olaa: in no way meant that they acquired a "common psychological make-up

} " manifested in a common culture" appropriate to a separate nation, this was even less l
-"'-b.‘-” so after Negroes became incorporated in the same social classes as e "Euro-

Xy g Americans" (i.e., whites).

e e e g

4

fact, discriminatory oppression of groups within oppressed classes is s,
a taoﬁo gvn;ral to all oppressing classes. In societies based on exploitationm, .,
L PR wolen form a more oppressed sex than men, but this does not create in women ag ‘
Eh a Bex a "common psychological make-up manifested in a common oul ture" which is
: ‘ sppropriate to a separate nation, ,
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Conclusion

" The Negra population of the "Black Belt" of the Southern United States does

.. not possess the characteristics which would make it a separate nation. The :
'“population of the Ff==mwmestwmms _mainland USA constitutes a single American —— ox, ;]
.0 more a.ccurateljs US — nation. }

T ' The Negro population of the USA are distinguished from the rest of the population
i inhabiting the mainland USA by physical characteristios, such as skin pigmentation, ‘

L2

‘ which are of a racial character. To put forward the vbjective of "gelf-determination"
;' + for a part of this population, which does not constitute a separate nation, is, ob-
- Jectively, divisive racialism which assists United States imperialism to maintain

21 ts rule over, and exploitation of, the US working people, ¥esazato®h Negro and white,

A i . The Negro population of the mainland USA form part of the working class and petty _-
‘ " bourgeoisie (and to a small extent of the capitalist class) of the US nation. But *

-, ¥ the Negro ropriwsmtswtmwrs working people form seamwrmemarmEeopcweT:
i . An general a more oppressed, more exploited section of the US working
i, white class counterparts.,

.,;‘:;'_.;:‘ The struggle against racial discrimination directed against the Negro population,
s .the struggle for equal rights and conditions for Negro people, is one which is of

# vital Importance for all working people, Negro and white. It needs to be developed :

people than their

f“’;'an,as a common struggle, closely lirked with the working class movement. ‘
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