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BASIC PROBLEMS
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1  THE PHILOSOPHY OF  
MARXISMLENINISM

Our Marxist-Leninist ideology, dialectical and historic-

al materialism — our Party’s concept of the world and life 

— provide such a philosophical and historical horizon that 

one needs only to understand it well and use it correctly in 

order to produce works up to the standard of thought of our 

working class, up to the policy of our Party. �at is what we 

demand from our creative workers.

�e supreme goal of our policy is Man, the creation of 

conditions for the worker, peasant and intellectual being able 

to enjoy all the blessings of civilization. It is for Man that 

we create the material basis, that we develop the productive 

forces, improve the relations of production, seek to place so-

cial relations on the basis of Marxist-Leninist principles, seek 

to remove everything that spoils or casts shadow on the ideal 

of social equity, of equal rights.

We are building the socialist society where Man should 

be the central figure, where everything should be devoted to 

Man. We maintain that the creators of spiritual values too 

should, by following the guiding principle of the Party policy, 

dedicate everything they create to Man, to his happiness. In 

this way they will contribute to an ever faster improvement of 

our society, to the completion of socialism, to the creation of 

conditions for the building of communism in Romania.

�e working-class concept has imposed itself because it 

is the only scientific concept of the world which ensures the 

social progress of mankind. And if the theories set forth by 

Marx and Engels defeated their enemies under the condi-

tions of capitalism is it possible that with the working class 

in power one could speak about the possibility of their being 

pushed away by the theories which they had defeated under 
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the above-mentioned conditions? No, comrades, there is no 

such possibility.

To pose the problem whether such a danger exists sig-

nifies failure to understand the value and invincible force of 

Marxism-Leninism, signifies underrating it and implanting 

lack of confidence in the invincibility of Marxism-Leninism. 

We reject such theories which are alien to the working class.

Certainly, comrades, Marxism-Leninism is neither a 

dogma nor a religion where one should seek quotations from 

this or that saint. Marxism-Leninism is a concept of study, of 

investigation, of interpretation of human society, of under-

standing of the phenomena of life, a revolutionary concept 

helping the transformation of society, the making of man-

kind’s history, a concept of fight for progress.

In the approach of the problems of contemporary de-

velopment, one should proceed from this scientific concept 

and method. It is on its basis that one must analyse the phe-

nomena and reach practical conclusions for the revolutionary 

activity, for the building of the socialist society. It is only in 

this way that the communists fulfil their role of organizers, of 

the advanced force of society. You certainly have read, com-

rades, how Marx, Engels and Lenin laughed at those who 

thought that their revolutionary theory would serve them on 

the plate answers to all problems. �ey drew the attention, on 

numberless occasions, to the fact that those who are thinking 

in this way draw back Marxism-Leninism, that Marxist-Len-

inists are those people who know how to keep in step with 

time, with the revolutionary changes of society, who think 

for themselves and know — by applying the general truths of 

Marxism-Leninism to concrete conditions — how to lead the 

revolutionary transformations of society.

Alien to any tendency of dogmatism and isolation, Len-

in considered Marxism not as “something consummate and 
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intangible” but as a theory which “socialists must further de-

velop in all directions, if they do not want to lag behind life.” 

A profoundly creative approach to the Marxist theory, to the 

problems of the revolutionary fight and of the socialist trans-

formation of society characterized the entire work and activ-

ity of Lenin. Well known in this connection is the intransi-

gent attitude of the great leader of the proletariat towards the 

tendencies which, in the name of “loyalty” to the letter of 

Marxism, tried to debase this vivid thinking to a collection of 

inert theses and axioms, to deprive the revolutionary theory 

of the proletariat of its vital force, namely of its capability to 

unravel the meaning of events, to find adequate solutions for 

the ardent problems of the working class’ fight for progress, 

for socialism. As Lenin stressed it “...we have to get to under-

stand the unquestionable truth that a Marxist must take into 

account real life, the precise facts of reality, and not to keep 

clinging to the theory of yesterday which, at the best, the same 

as any theory, indicates merely what is fundamental, general, 

approximates merely understanding of life’s complexity.”*

In elaborating his theory of the socialist revolution and 

the building of the new social system, Lenin proceeded from 

the scientific analysis of realities in Russia at that time. He 

dedicated a long period of his life to studying these realities, 

many of his works focusing on the analysis of the stage of de-

velopment reached by capitalism in Russia, the nature of the 

changing relations of production and the appreciation of the 

balance of class forces engaged in the social life and struggle.

It is in the same spirit that Lenin examined also the ques-

tions of the international situation of the development of the 

advanced capitalist countries, of the international balance of 

forces and elaborated his theory on imperialism. �e thesis 

* V.I. Lenin, Complete Works, vol. 31, Bucharest, Publishing House 

for Political Literature, Romanian ed., p. 136.
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concerning the possibility of the socialist revolution and of 

the socialist construction in a single country was precisely 

the result of this complex analysis of the national and inter-

national realities of the respective era. �is thesis, which was 

a great discovery in the domain of social sciences, opened up 

new prospects to the proletariat in Russia and the world over, 

armed and encouraged it in the revolutionary fight.

Lenin’s entire work and activity brilliantly demonstrate 

that careful study of reality, of the respective development 

stage of society, of the concrete conditions in which the Party 

of the working class is acting, a creative approach to the prob-

lems of economic, social and political life, shaping independ-

ently the political line by applying the general truths to the 

specific situation have a decisive role in ensuring the success 

of the socialist revolution and construction. It is in this full 

adherence to reality, to the historic fact, in the permanent 

adaptation of Marx’s theory to the continuously changing 

social conditions that the exceptional value of Leninism, its 

tremendous vitality reside. �is essential feature of Lenin’s 

work must all the more be stressed today when, following 

the far-reaching changes come about in the last decades, the 

economic, social and political look of the world has radically 

changed.

2  POLICY ON NATIONAL MINORITIES

�e administrative-territorial division of the country re-

flects the care of our Party and state for the consistent im-
plementation of the national policy, for the actual ensuring of 
full equality of rights of all citizens, irrespective of nationality. 
In the course of centuries, in some regions of our country, 

living alongside of the Romanians have been Magyars, Ger-
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mans, Serbians and other nationalities. �ey fought shoulder 

to shoulder against the common oppressors and exploiters, for 

the attainment of their aspirations for freedom, a better life 

and social progress. �e material and spiritual values accumu-

lated in the course of years in these places, the great achieve-

ments recorded in the years of socialism attest to the talent, 

skill and creative energies of all working people irrespective of 

nationality — the genuine makers of the history of our coun-

try. It stands to the credit of the socialist system, of the Party 

and state, to have achieved the brotherhood of the Romanian 

people and of the coinhabiting nationalities, to have ensured 

the abolition of any form of national discrimination, to have 

ensured the full equality of rights of all the citizens of the 

country. Our socialist society, in which the exploiting classes 

have been liquidated for good, is characterized by the com-

munity of fundamental interests and the close cohesion of 

the working people in the activities for the flourishing of the 

common Homeland — the Socialist Republic of Romania.

�e Marxist-Leninist national policy implemented by the 

Romanian Communist Party, the full equality of rights of all 

citizens is reflected in the participation of the representatives 

of the working people of all nationalities in the central and 

local organs of state power, where the problems regarding the 

present and the future of the country are discussed and de-

cided, in their participation in the entire political, economic 

and social activity of our Homeland. In the Grand National 

Assembly, 86.1 per cent of the deputies are Romanians, 8.6 

per cent are Magyars, 2.1 per cent are Germans and 3.2 per 

cent are people of other nationalities, in accordance with the 

national structure of the country’s population. Among the 

over 155,000 deputies to the local organs of power more than 

11,800 are Magyars, almost 2,800 are Germans, and over 

2,400 are people of other nationalities. �e use of the moth-
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er tongue in the educational units is ensured by more than 

1,700 schools and sections and upwards of 220 lycées and sec-

tions in the languages of the coinhabiting nationalities, with 

an attendance of 240,000; learning of the mother tongue as 

a subject is ensured to a number of 60,000 pupils belonging 

to the coinhabiting nationalities, who are attending schools 

with tuition in Romanian. �ere is also tuition in Hungar-

ian at the Babes-Bolyai University, the Institute of Fine Arts 

and the Conservatory of Cluj, the Institute of Medicine and 

Pharmacy, the Teacher Training College and the �eatrical 

Art Institute of Tîrgu Mureș. Numerous textbooks and other 

books in the languages of the coinhabiting nationalities are 

being printed annually in a circulation of approximately 3.5 

million copies in our country. �e 28 publications in Hun-

garian, 6 in German, 2 in Serbian, as well as the publica-

tions in the languages of other coinhabiting nationalities total 

600,000 copies. An important contribution to the progress 

of the cultural life of the country is made by the theatres, 

ensembles and other artistic units in the languages of the 

coinhabiting nationalities in Cluj, Timișoara, Tîrgu Mureș, 

Oradea, Sibiu, Bucharest, Satu Mare, Sfîntu Gheorghe and 

other localities. All these forms of activity, supported and en-

couraged by our State, enable the citizens from the ranks of 

the coinhabiting nationalities to enjoy the advantages of so-

cialist democracy, the rights which are guaranteed to all the 

citizens of our Homeland under the Constitution.

�e new administrative-territorial organization of the 

country ensures even better conditions for the accomplish-

ment of the equality of rights of all citizens, for the appli-

cation in the localities where the coinhabiting nationalities 

are residing of the constitutional provisions concerning the 

use of the mother tongue in state administration, schools and 

cultural institutions. In step with the growth of the economic 
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potential of the entire country and the improvement of the 

territorial distribution of the productive forces, the equality 

of rights of all citizens, regardless of nationality, is acquiring 

a more and more durable foundation, the possibilities for the 

advance of the living standards of the entire population are 

increasing.

3  SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY

If the capitalist system undoubtedly marked a progress 

as against the old, feudal system in the field of democratic 

liberties and civic rights too, it is even more evident that the 

socialist system is called upon to create a society in which the 

democratic liberties should be incomparably superior to those 

of the capitalist system. �is presupposes a process which ob-

viously obliges the communist parties to resolutely advance 

along this road.

�e essence of socialist democracy resides in the fact that 

the people, having become the master of political power and 

of the means of production, must directly participate in the 

entire activity of leading the economic and social life. In this 

sense we aim to secure the organizational framework and a 

favourable climate in which the working people can openly 

have their say on all problems, can criticize, without any hin-

drance or repression, any shortcoming and fully assert their 

initiative, and make proposals concerning the improvement 

of the entire activity of socialist construction. By presenting 

for consultation and public discussion the most important 

problems of its home and foreign policy, our Party has the 

guarantee that the measures it adopts fully correspond to the 

vital hopes of the entire people.

�e fact that the working people are criticizing certain 
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negative phenomena or mistakes committed in various sec-

tors of society does not mean that they have doubts as to the 

socialist social system, but is an expression of the desire of the 

working masses that such phenomena should be eliminated 

and this is in keeping with the concerns of the Party for per-

fecting its forms and methods of conducting society.

4  INDIVIDUAL AND RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM

�e problems of individual and religious freedoms have 

preoccupied and continue to preoccupy humanity. I think 

that socialism solves these problems better than capitalism. 

It solves them better because it wipes out the chief inequality 

among men — economic inequality — the fact that some are 

rich while others poor, some are the lords while the others ser-

vants. By solving this fundamental problem, socialism solves 

the essential issue of individual freedom, ensures the right of 

each and everyone to a life in keeping with his or her apti-

tudes and capabilities. Certainly, I do not want to state that 

this problem was solved in Romania right from the begin-

ning. �is is a long process, related to the development of the 

productive forces, of the material groundwork of society — 

the only one ensuring conditions for men to benefit to the full 

by the blessings of civilization. Of course, in an economically 

advanced country things can be solved in a different manner 

than in Romania.

But freedom cannot be judged only by the material living 

conditions society affords. People also want to enjoy freedom 

of thought, of expressing their views, of freely creating and 

manifesting themselves in all spheres of social life, of partici-

pating in social government.

11

We, in Romania, have covered a great distance along this 

road both as concerns the raising of the living standard and 

cultural level of the population and the ensuring of the possi-

bilities for each citizen to state his views on any problem pre-

occupying society, to participate in social government. We are 

certain that from some points of view we are ahead of many 

advanced Western countries.

As to religious freedom, we suggest you to go anywhere 

you like in our country and you will see it for yourself. �ere 

are good relations between the state and the cults. Of course, 

our society acts so as to educate people in the spirit of the 

advanced, dialectical materialist outlook about the world and 

society, but we are aware of the fact that this presupposes a 

long process and can at any rate be achieved only on the basis 

of conviction. �erefore, conditions are ensured in our coun-

try for each citizen to freely manifest his religious belief.

5  STEPS TOWARDS  
DEMOCRATIZING INDUSTRY

We have proceeded to the organization and improvement 

of collective leadership; we have set up management boards in 

enterprises and council boards in the centrals and combines, 

which have the task of running the entire activity of the re-

spective units. We have drawn into the managerial bodies of 

enterprises, which include executives and the finest experts, 

also exponents of trade unions and representatives of the em-

ployees designated at the general meetings of the working 

people. We have introduced the principle of collective work 

also in the leadership of ministries, to the effect that a delib-

erative character has been assigned to their leading bodies, 

and they take decisions on the main problems of economic 
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development.

Within the enterprises, we have assigned an important 

role to the employees’ general meetings — which have to ana-

lyse the economic activity of the respective units, to exercise 

mass control over the work going on in the enterprise for the 

development of production and, at the same time, to mobil-

ize the efforts of the entire collective for perfecting economic 

activity.

Of course, we are only at the beginning, but experience 

will help us to steadily improve activity in this respect. I want 

to add that, in this field, we studied beforehand the experi-

ence of other socialist countries and we continue to study it, 

and we take into account everything that appears to be good 

in one country or another. We thus strive to constantly im-

prove activity in economy.

As to the future, the management of economic activity — 

the same as in all fields — will proceed upon a more and more 

democratic basis, with the broad participation of the collect-

ives of working people; we will create a good background to 

enable broad discussion of the problems of our society’s ad-

vancement, with a view to seeking out the most suitable ways 

and means of building socialism.

An important role is played by the organization and 

management of economic enterprises. Life has demonstrated 

that one-man management no longer corresponds to the cur-

rent stage of our socialist system of production. In the con-

ditions of the public ownership of the means of production, 

the objective necessity becomes obvious of achieving collect-

ive leadership and the direct participation of the working 

people in running economic activity. �e setting up of the 

management committees and of the administration councils, 

the obligation to submit accounts and reports to the general 

meetings of the employees correspond to the new conditions 

13

of development of the productive forces in our country. �is 

makes it possible for the basic problems of the activity of en-

terprises to be the result of the thinking of the best specialists, 

of the entire collective of working people.

A particularly important problem of conducting society, 

of improving the relations of production in our system, is the 

rational organization of the state apparatus, its simplification 

and its getting closer to the masses, the systematic reduction 

of the administrative and office staff and the continuous in-

crease in the directly productive personnel, the coming closer 

of the central management bodies to the production units, 

to concrete economic-social activity. It is in this spirit that 

the measures for improving the administrative organization 

of the country’s territory have been conceived and carried out, 

which offers a superior framework for the participation of the 

masses in public government, for raising the efficiency and 

promptness of the local bodies of state power.

APPENDIX  1

THE ROLE OF THE NATION UNDER SOCIALISM

Source: Report of the National Conference of the Romanian 
Communist Party, 1972

Criticism against the nation is coming from several direc-

tions. I do not want to deal with the attacks on the part of the 

ideologists of imperialism, nor with the cosmopolitan con-

ceptions, because they mirror the imperialist circles’ tendency 

of world domination; for those circles the strengthening of 

the national states is a barrier to the fulfilment of their aims. 

Criticism against the nation on the part of progressive and 
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even Marxist-Leninist circles, however, are difficult to under-

stand.

According to some, the nation is an historically obsolete 

notion, and the policy of national unity and the develop-

ment of the nation, especially in the conditions of building 

socialism, is a wrong policy and is a manifestation of national 

narrow-mindedness. It has even been said that this policy is 

opposed to socialist internationalism. �at is why we have to 

take up this problem again, to re-state the viewpoint of the 

Romanian Communist Party on the role of the nation and 

the paths for the development of the socialist nation.

In order to better understand how the national question 

has to be tackled today, the role of the socialist nation and 

its prospects, we have to set out from the well-known Marx-

ist-Leninist thesis, which is based on the analysis of social 

development in the spirit of dialectical and historical mater-

ialism, according to which the nation is the result of a com-

plex historical progressive process. As you know, the nation 

appeared at a stage of the flourishing and development of hu-

man society and became a powerful factor of progress and 

civilization in the world.

An analysis of the realities on various continents of the 

world clearly points out that the process of the formation of 

national states, of nations, is far from having been completed. 

In certain zones one might even say that this process is still in 

its early phase. Even in the developed countries, in which the 

nation has a long historical past, one finds that the national 

feeling, the defence of national independence and sovereign-

ty, are primordial factors on the road of democratic and revo-

lutionary transformations, of social progress.

�e analysis of historical evolution made on the basis of 

dialectical and historical materialism offers incontrovertible 

proof that national feelings and the desire for the formation 
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of nations have survived and have strongly developed despite 

foreign oppression and domination. Not even the prolong-

ation of foreign rule over hundreds upon hundreds of years 

— and such examples exist in the history of the peoples in 

the Balkans where the domination of the Ottoman empire 

continued for over 500 years — has changed the national 

character of a people, foreign rule was unable to prevent the 

process of the formation of national states and the independ-

ent assertion of the nations. �is is also the case in Africa, 

Asia and Latin America, where the struggle for national lib-

eration, for the emergence of national states, for the achieve-

ment of national unity and for the assertion of national in-

dependence are acquiring unprecedented scope. �at is why 

we believe that the process of the formation of national states, 

of achieving national unity, continues to be an essential re-

quirement for an important part of the world, that under the 

present international circumstances the fight against foreign 

domination, for achieving national unity is part and parcel 

of the general struggle against imperialism, colonialism and 

neo-colonialism. Setting out from this, we believe that we 

have to act with full determination in support of the nation-

al liberation struggle and the formation of unitary national 

states, in support of the development of the nations and the 

establishment of relations of full equality between them.

As to the problem of the nation in the conditions of so-

cialism, we have to say that the victory of the new system has 

opened up the road for the achievement of a true national 

unity, for strengthening and developing the nation on new 

bases. On freeing itself from class oppression, the working 

class became the exponent of the entire nation and assumed 

the responsibility for the development of national unity on a 

new, superior basis, for the prosperity of the social nation. �e 

powerful assertion of the fundamental features of the nation 
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in the conditions of building the socialist society goes hand 

in hand with the change in the character of some of these fea-

tures and with the emergence of new features which consoli-

date and strengthen — on a new basis — the socialist nation. 

I am thinking, in the first place, of the fact that the socialist 

nation bases itself on the community of interests linked to 

the new social system founded on the socialist ownership of 

the means of production. At the same time, in the conditions 

of socialism we see the formation of a single outlook on the 

world and life based on dialectical and historical materialism. 

Furthermore, a new science and culture arise, a new advanced 

ethics takes shape which contributes to the moulding of a 

new man, the man of the socialist and communist society. In 

the socialist society a process takes place bringing town and 

village nearer to each other; the classes are gradually disap-

pearing and society becomes homogeneous; the fundamental 

differences between physical labour and intellectual work are 

gradually eliminated.

�e emergence of these new features of the nation do 

not, however, lead to its disappearance, but on the contrary, 

consolidate it, creating conditions for its rise to a new and 

qualitatively superior level. One might say that a new type 

of nation is being formed, incomparably more powerful and 

more homogeneous than the bourgeois nation — the socialist 

nation in which an ever fuller concord between the product-

ive forces and the relations of production is being achieved, an 

ever more solid unity of the working people.

At the same time, we must always have in view that there 

is a law-like process of rapprochement between the nations on 

the basis of equal and freely consented collaboration, that at a 

certain stage of the development of the society probably in the 

era of full communism, certain essential differences between 

nations will disappear and a close and many-sided cooper-
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ation will develop between them. It is precisely in view of that 

historical prospect that we have to pay the greatest attention 

to the flourishing of the nations, to the assertion of relations 

of collaboration on the basis of their equality. �e dialectical 

process of the nations coming nearer to one another presup-

poses their powerful assertion as well as the assertion of the 

new principles of relations between them. In my opinion, we 

are far from considering that the nation has ended its histor-

ical mission.

APPENDIX  2

FURTHER STATEMENT ON THE POLICY ON 

NATIONAL MINORITIES

Source: Report of the National Conference of the Romanian 
Communist Party, 1972

Everything achieved in our country in the years of social-

ist construction, the entire economic and social development 

of the Homeland, incorporates the work of the Romanians, 

Magyars, Germans, of all the citizens, irrespective of their 

nationality, who are building on the soil of Romania their free 

and independent future — the communist future.

Starting from the fact that Romania is a unitary national 

state which also has co-inhabiting nationalities, the Roma-

nian Communist Party has worked consistently for the solu-

tion of the national question in our country in the spirit of 

the principles of Marxism-Leninism. We have centred and are 

centering our concerns on the ensurance of equal rights to all 

citizens, whatever their nationality. Believing that for this we 

must impetuously develop the productive forces throughout 
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the territory of the country, our Party and state have paid spe-

cial attention to the industrialization and modernization of 

agriculture, to the creation of a powerful economic basis sci-

entific and cultural in all the regions, to the active participa-

tion of all the working people in productive activities, to the 

establishment of conditions to enable all to fully benefit by 

the boons of socialism. We believe that industrialization, the 

general development of the productive forces in all the coun-

ties and zones of this country, represent the basic condition 

of the fully equal rights of all the working people, regardless 

of nationality.

I must also mention that in certain stages of our country’s 

development certain mistakes were made. In the first place, I 

should remind you that between the First and Second World 

Wars, parallel with the correct attitude adopted by the Party 

against the measures of national oppression, for the defence 

of the interests of the co-inhabiting nationalities and for the 

winning of equal rights for them, the Party also launched 

certain erroneous slogans concerning the secession of certain 

territories from the Romanian state. �ese slogans did great 

damage to the unity of the national democratic forces and to 

the very unity and collaboration of the Romanian working 

people with the working people of other nationalities. �ose 

slogans were completely turned down by life, and inter alia 

by the fact that, as I have said, in 1940 the working people 

and all progressive forces regardless of nationality resolutely 

opposed the Vienna Diktat of dismembering the country.

Even after the liberation of our Homeland, certain wrong 

measures were adopted. In this respect I would recall the 

evacuation of the German and Serbian population, the total 

expropriation of the agricultural land belonging to the Ger-

mans and other economic measures which seriously harmed 

the respective population as well as the entire national econ-
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omy and, particularly, our nationalities policy in general.

However, all these mistakes have long since been put 

right; a resolute end has been put to such practices, to such 

deviations from the Marxist-Leninist policy of our Party. To-

day, we can say with justified pride that among the results 

of our general policy there is also the just settlement of the 

national question and, as a result, the strengthening of the 

unity of the entire people in the struggle for socialism for the 

building of the many-sidedly developed socialist society in 

Romania.
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1  THE HISTORY OF THE WORKING CLASS 
MOVEMENT IN ROMANIA UP TO 1948

Following the strong sharpening of the economic and 

social contradictions resulting from the emergence of the 

capitalist relations of production, the 19th century was dom-

inated in this country by powerful revolutionary upheavals. 

�e people’s rising led by Tudor Vladimirescu, the bour-

geois-democratic revolutions of 1848 in Wallachia, Moldavia 

and Transylvania, the Union of Moldavia and Wallachia 

in 1859 and the formation of the Romanian national state, 

the agrarian reform of 1864 and the winning of national in-

dependence in 1877 stimulated the advance of society, the 

growth of the country’s forces of production. In the second 

half of the 19th century, the development of capitalist rela-

tions of production in our country was accompanied by the 

beginning of the creation of industry. �e appearance and de-

velopment of capitalist industry went hand in hand with the 

birth of a new social class, the proletariat, which assumed the 

historic mission of carrying forward the people’s revolution-

ary struggle, of liberating the whole of society from exploita-

tion and oppression, of inaugurating the era of social justice.

�e existence of feudal forms of production in agriculture 

hindered the development of capitalist relations of production 

in the villages and put a brake on the evolution of the entire 

economy. In those conditions, the abolition of landlord prop-

erty and the distribution of land to the peasants became a 

highly acute, fundamental problem of social progress.

In the second half of the 19th century, foreign capital 

began to penetrate into Romania’s industry and to seize the 

main industrial branches. �e foreign imperialist trusts gave a 

unilateral character to the economy for the purpose of trans-

forming the country into a source of cheap raw materials and 
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into a market for the sale of their products; they interfered in 

Romania’s internal affairs and seriously harmed the country’s 

independence and sovereignty.

�e development of the forces of production and the 

changes brought about in the relations of production led to 

deep-going transformations in the class structure of soci-

ety. Even after the agrarian reform of 1864 and other bour-

geois-democratic reforms, the landlords continued to have 

powerful positions in the national economy and in the coun-

try’s political life; at the end of the last century more than half 

of the country’s arable land was the property of the big es-

tate owners. Linked as they were to obsolete forms of owner-

ship and relations of production, forms that were outworn 

by history, the big landlords were the most reactionary class 

of society, which stubbornly opposed every progressive and 

democratic reform and change.

�e mass of the peasantry, lacking land and political rights, 

subjected to the double exploitation of the landlords and the 

capitalist leaseholders, and vitally interested in the abolition 

of the landlord ownership, rose time and again to fight against 

the exploiting classes, for economic and democratic reforms, 

for a better life. �e peasantry was a strong progressive force 

of society, but because of the absence of organization it could 

not yet turn to account its entire revolutionary potential.

�e expansion of capitalist relations, the development of 

industry, increased the role of the bourgeoisie in the coun-

try’s political and social life. �e capitalist class was interested 

in the development of the industrial economy, of trade and 

transport, in the utilization of science and technique in pro-

duction; this corresponded to the objective requirements of 

the progress of society. In the second half of the 19th century, 

numerous thinkers and politicians demonstrated the need of 

industrialization for the progress of society, for the future of 
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Romania and the strengthening of her independence, creat-

ing a powerful current of opinion for democratic reforms that 

would secure the country’s many-sided development.

Because of the conditions in which the bour-

geois-democratic revolution took place in Romania, part of 

the bourgeoisie entered into a political alliance with the land-

lords, and this had negative results on the country’s economic 

and social evolution. At the same time, the class limits of the 

bourgeoisie became more and more evident, there was an in-

tensification of the exploitation of the proletariat and of the 

measures taken to restrict the rights and liberties of the work-

ing masses. Nevertheless, the bourgeoisie, in the full tide of 

ascension, still had to play an important part in the social and 

political life of Romania.

�e most important event during that period was the af-

firmation on the arena of history of the working class, the 

most advanced force of society, the consistent bearer of the 

ideals of progress, of the social and national liberation of the 

Romanian people. �anks to its class nature and its place in 

material production, the proletariat became the spokesman of 

the aspirations of the entire working people; its interests fully 

corresponded to the interests of all the working people and to 

the objective requirements of social development.

At the time, Romanian society also had a large middle 

class — made up of small craftsmen, merchants and other 

social categories — whose objective interest resided in the 

country’s democratic development.

As a result of economic, scientific and cultural progress, 

the country’s intelligentsia was formed, which, in spite of all 

the contradictions of its political attitude, played an import-

ant role in the socio-political life of Romania.

�e economic and social structure at the end of the 19th 

century and the beginning of the 20th century showed that 
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Romania was in the first stage of capitalist development.

An analysis of economic and social data demonstrates 

that there is no basis for the affirmations of some historians 

and economists according to which at that time Romania had 

entered upon the stage of monopoly capitalism and become 

an imperialist state. �e process of the concentration and cen-

tralization of production and capital had only just begun, and 

it was far from playing a dominant role in Romania’s eco-

nomic and political life. Finance capital was in an incipient 

stage; the banking and credit systems were strongly hit by 

big international finance capital. Romania not only did not 

export capital and did not participate in the division of the 

world market, but herself belonged to the sphere of influence 

of the big imperialist powers and was an object of that div-

ision. �e imperialist monopolies were disputing their place 

on the Romanian market and an important part of our coun-

try’s territory was still under foreign occupation.

�e development of the struggle of the working class 

was indissolubly linked to the appearance and dissemination 

of scientific socialism, of Marxist ideas in our country. �e 

democratic tradition of Romanian thinking, the intense ac-

tivity in the theoretical realm carried on by progressive and 

revolutionary thinkers, like Nicolae Bălcescu, Cezar Bolliac, 

Mihail Kogălniceanu, C.A. Rosetti and others created a fa-

vourable climate for the dissemination of the socialist ideas. 

As far back as the beginning of the 19th century, the ideas 

of utopian socialism had penetrated into our country; their 

leading representative was Teodor Diamant — the initiator of 

the phalanstery of Scăieni-Prahova in 1835 — a representa-

tive figure of Fourier’s socialism on a European plane. Parallel 

to the foundation of the First International, in the activity of 

which Romanian socialists such as Mircea Rosetti, Gheorghe 

Panu, Vasile Conta and Zamfir Arbore also took part, and 
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concomitantly with the setting up in Timișoara of a section 

of the International, headed by Gheorghe Ungureanu and 

Carol Farcaș, socialist ideas became more widely known in 

Romania.

An outstanding contribution to the dissemination of 

Marxism in our country, to the moulding of the class con-

sciousness and political ripening of the proletariat, was made 

by the socialist publications Contemporanul, Revista Social�, 
Critica Social�, as well as by some original surveys of Roma-

nian thinkers as for example “What Do the Romanian So-

cialists Want?”, “Karl Marx and Our Economists,” “�e Ma-

terialist Concept of History,” “�e Anarchy of �inking” and 

others. A series of representatives of the socialist movement 

like Iosif Nădejde, Ștefan Stîncă, Panait Mușoiu, Raicu Ion-

escu-Rion and Constantin Z. Buzdugan tackled important 

problems of Romania’s social and political evolution in the 

light of scientific socialism.

Of outstanding importance in elucidating the social prob-

lems of the country was the theoretical activity of Constantin 

Dobrogeanu-Gherea — one of the most prominent socialist 

thinkers of our country at that time. In spite of all their short-

comings and limitations, the works of Dobrogeanu-Gherea 

played a highly important role in the history of social sciences 

in Romania, in spreading Marxist ideas, in the advancement 

of the revolutionary concept of the proletariat.

�e living and working conditions of the working masses 

were particularly hard because of the exploitation exercised 

by native capitalists and foreign imperialist trusts. �is led 

to the sharpening of the contradictions between the proletar-

iat and the bourgeoisie, determined the intensification of the 

class struggle between them and speeded the organization of 

the working class in Romania. In the second half of the last 

century — one could say concomitantly with the birth of the 
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working class — the first professional organizations and pol-

itical circles of the workers were formed and the first workers’ 

newspapers appeared. �e strikes and demonstrations for the 

satisfaction of economic claims, for winning the eight-hour 

working day and the right to organize, reflected the level of 

development of the political class awareness of the proletariat: 

�e political campaigns initiated by the working-class and so-

cialist movement for obtaining the right to universal suffrage 

had a powerful influence on the country’s social life. Leaders 

like Alexandru Ionescu, Constantin Olcescu and others rose 

from the ranks of the proletariat and played an important 

part in organizing and guiding the working-class movement 

of our country.

�e creation of the Social-Democratic Workers’ Party 

of Romania in 1893 was a moment of historic importance 

in the development of the social struggles in our country, in 

organizing the working class on a national scale; it was the 

beginning of its assertion in the main problems of the social 

and political life of society at that time. �e foundation of 

the Social-Democratic Workers’ Party of Romania marked 

the intensified dissemination, within the framework of our 

working-class movement, of the scientific theory on the world 

and life elaborated by Marx and Engels, the great teachers of 

the international proletariat.

Adopting as the main and immediate claims the improve-

ment of the material and intellectual condition of the work-

ers, the right to strike, to organize, to meet, to general educa-

tion, to the eight-hour working day, the program of the So-

cial-Democratic Workers’ Party of Romania also voiced, for 

the first time in the history of Romania, the necessity to strug-

gle for “the abolition of the private ownership of the means 

of production and their transformation into social property,” 

“the destruction of bourgeois society and the establishment 
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of the socialist society.”* �e attitude of the socialist move-

ment against the monarchy, for a democratic republic, for the 

achievement of the equality of all citizens irrespective of na-

tionality, contributed to the creation of a broad democratic 

opinion in Romania.

As throughout the territory of the country, the work-

ing-class movement of Transylvania asserted itself with grow-

ing power. �e setting up, beginning with 1890, of the local 

organizations of the Social-Democratic Party in Transylvania, 

the intensification of relations between the socialists of Roma-

nia and those of Transylvania and the ever closer unity of the 

proletarian forces of different nationalities were factors that 

favoured the development of the working-class movement, 

the creation of the national unity of the Romanian people.

From its very beginning, the working-class movement 

spoke up in favour of developing industry, demanding the 

promotion of a protectionist customs policy and the securing 

of the qualification of the labour force. “�e creation of in-

dustry,” wrote the socialist newspaper Lumea Nou�, “is such 

a serious necessity in this country that indolence in this re-

spect can result in the biggest misfortunes for the country. 

Romania cannot remain an agricultural country... a large-

scale industry must be set up in Romania.”** Constantin 

Dobrogeanu-Gherea noted the fact that the development of 

industry was the main path for doing away with the country’s 

lagging behind, for opening new horizons to Romanian so-

ciety. He wrote: “Where the shrill sound of the hooter calls 

the multitude of workers to work, where the mass of workers 

turn up the bowels of the earth in the mines, where the huge 

hammers smash the steel blocks, where the forests of chim-

* �e Program of the Social-Democratic Workers’ Party of Roma-

nia, Bucharest, 1894, p. 7.
** Lumea Noua, October 17, 1895.
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neys soaring to the sky announce the triumph and victory of 

human labour over nature... where the tremendous struggle 

between labour and capital which must give birth to the new 

world seethes and foams... that is where the future is born!”*

Under the influence of the ideas of the socialist move-

ment, many scientists, artists and scholars guided themselves 

in their works according to materialist ideas, took a stand 

against social injustice and expressed their sympathy for the 

cause of the working people.

�e intensity of the activity carried on by the Romanian 

socialists attracted the attention of world public opinion, in-

cluding that of the leaders of the international working-class 

movement.

Friedrick Engels noted with satisfaction the process of 

ideological and political maturity of the working-class move-

ment of Romania, appreciating the fact that the Romanian 

socialists had adopted in their program the main principles of 

Marxist theory.

Being at the beginnings of its affirmation, the socialist 

movement of our country also had a series of limitations, 

confusions persisted in its ranks due to the stage of social de-

velopment, to lack of experience and insufficient ideological 

ripening, as well as to reformist theories and opportunist prac-

tices which predominated in the Second International. �e 

heterogeneous character of the Socialist Party, the existence 

in its leadership of some elements who were not linked with 

the working class, who were inconsistent from the political 

and ideological points of view, resulted in its disorganization 

at the end of the century. However, the advanced section of 

the proletariat, revolutionary militants such as Ioan C. Frimu, 

Ștefan Gheorghiu, Mihail G. Bujor, Alecu Constantinescu, 

Vasile Anagnoste, carried forward the working-class move-

* C. Dobrogeanu-Gherea, Neoiobagia, Bucharest, 1910, p. 494.
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ment, succeeded in reorganizing trade-union activity at the 

beginning of the 20th century, and then, in 1910, in re-estab-

lishing the Socialist Party of Romania. �e Social-Democrat-

ic Party, “the offspring of the old socialist roots,” as it called 

itself, initiated and led the working-class actions in those 

years and made the proletariat assert itself still more as the 

most advanced political force in Romania.

A characteristic feature of social life in the last decades of 

the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th century 

were the peasant movements that culminated in the big rising 

in the spring of 1907. �e 1907 rising, its scope and intensity, 

the claims voiced by the mass of peasants, spotlighted the 

acute necessity of removing the feudal relations of produc-

tion, of solving the agrarian problem in favour of the mass 

of the peasants; it revealed the great revolutionary energy of 

the peasantry and represented one of the glorious pages of the 

Romanian people’s social struggle.

During the rising, the working-class movement, con-

cerned with the agrarian question ever since the last century, 

powerfully expressed its solidarity with the peasantry, its pro-

test against the repressions unleashed by the ruling circles, de-

manding that land be given to the peasants. �e support lent 

by the working class to the struggle of the peasantry forecast 

the dawn of the worker-peasant alliance which was to become 

the most powerful social and political force of our society.

One of the great events that dominated the beginning 

of the 20th century was the 1914-18 World War, unleashed 

by the imperialist powers in order to divide the spheres of 

influence in the world, to lay hands on colonies and foreign 

territories.

�e Social Democratic Party of Romania joined the left-

wing parties and groupings of the Second International which 

condemned the imperialist war; it played an active role in 
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organizing the international socialist conference at Zimmer-

wald directed against the war. Disclosing the danger threat-

ening Romania from both imperialist camps, the Romanian 

socialists militated for a policy of neutrality. �e working 

class rose against the war and organized many strikes, meet-

ings and demonstrations, including the heroic struggle of the 

Galaţi workers in June 1916. After two years of neutrality, 

bourgeois-landlord Romania joined the imperialist coalition 

of the Entente, which promised the satisfaction of the de-

mand for national unity.

�e problem that deeply preoccupied the social classes, 

the masses of people of Romania, was the setting up of a uni-

tary national state — a century-old aspiration of the Roma-

nian people, a law-like necessity for the development of Ro-

manian society. As Lenin said in January 1917 “...very many 

Romanians and Serbians (in relation to the total number of 

Romanians and Serbians) live outside the borders of ‘their’ 

state, and, generally speaking, ‘the building of the state’ on 

the bourgeois-national line has not been completed in the 

Balkans...”*

In the conditions of the downfall of the Habsburg Em-

pire, of the triumph of the Great October Socialist Revolu-

tion which dealt a powerful blow at the imperialist system, 

the possibility arose of victoriously crowning the national 

liberation struggle of our people, of completing the process 

of formation of the Romanian Unitary National State. �e 

achievement of the unity of the Romanian state — the work 

of the broad masses throughout the country, of our entire 

people — provided the national and the social and economic 

framework for the more rapid development of the product-

* V.I. Lenin, Complete Works, vol. 30, Bucharest, Publishing House 

for Political Literature, 2nd Romanian ed., Publishing House for Polit-

ical Literature, p. 355.
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ive forces; the bringing together of the energies and creative 

capacities of the people created favourable conditions for the 

activity of society’s progressive forces, of the revolutionary 

working-class movement.

�e Great October Socialist Revolution, the foundation 

of the first socialist state in the world, ushered in, in the his-

tory of mankind, the era of proletarian revolutions, the era 

of transition from capitalism to socialism. �e victory of the 

proletariat in Russia, led by the Communist Party built by 

Lenin, the ideas of October, stimulated the revolutionary 

spirit of the working class, of the broad masses of the people 

on all the meridians of the globe, resounding like an ardent 

call to struggle for the achievement of their aspirations to lib-

erty and progress, for social and national liberation.

�e Romanian working people expressed their solidarity 

with the victorious proletariat of Russia in many mass mani-

festations and demonstrations. �ousands upon thousands of 

Romanian workers who were evacuated with the respective 

enterprises to Russian territory and numerous Romanian 

prisoners, former soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army, 

formed revolutionary battalions and military units, fighting 

with devotion and selflessness for the cause of the revolution.

�e deepening of the social and economic contradictions 

of the bourgeois-landlord regime, caused by the war destruc-

tions, by the disorganization of economic activity and by the 

worsening of the material conditions of the masses of the 

people, resulted in an impetuous growth of the revolutionary 

upsurge and fighting spirit of the working masses between 

1918 and 1920. Emphasizing the fact that “the Russian revo-

lution has made the first step” on the path of the proletarian 

victory on a world scale, that “today marks the beginning of 

a new era in world history,” the Romanian socialists showed 
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that “our liberation can and must be only our own work.”* 

�e powerful demonstration of December 13, 1918 in Bucha-

rest, the many strikes, meetings and big manifestations at 

which more than once the masses succeeded in ruling the 

streets, demonstrated the intensification and the organized 

character of the struggle of the proletariat, its will to win, by 

revolutionary means, democratic rights and liberties, of im-

printing on social development an orientation corresponding 

to the interests of the working people.

Of outstanding importance was the 1920 General Strike 

which was the first to include the entire Romanian proletar-

iat in the struggle against the exploiting classes. Because of 

its scope and revolutionary fighting spirit, the General Strike 

was the most important moment in the history of the class 

struggles in Romania; it powerfully shook the very founda-

tion of the bourgeois-landlord regime. �e working class as-

serted itself as a national force, capable of assuming the role of 

leader of the entire people in the struggle for the revolution-

ary transformation of society, of guiding the destinies of the 

whole nation.

�e actions carried out by the working class during the 

revolutionary upsurge, the General Strike of October 1920 

also spotlighted the necessity of creating a revolutionary Party 

capable of organizing and leading the proletariat in the strug-

gle for the implementation of its historic tasks.

�e deep-going and rapid process of radicalization 

through which the working-class movement of our country 

passed in those years was accompanied by political and ideo-

logical elucidations, by the determination to break with the 

Reformism of the Second International. �e great majority 

* “Documents of the History of the Working-Class Movement of 

Romania (1916-1921),” Publishing House for Political Literature, Bucha-

rest, 1966, pp. 71-72.
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of the members of the Socialist Party of Romania favoured 

the transformation of the Socialist Party into the Communist 

Party, and its affiliation to the �ird International created by 

Lenin, the adoption of a consistently revolutionary line.

In the autumn of 1920, the Romanian socialists sent a 

delegation to Moscow to discuss the affiliation of the work-

ing-class movement of our country to the Communist Inter-

national. During the discussions with the representatives of 

the �ird International, Gheorghe Cristescu, Constantin 

Popovici and Eugen Rozvani, who were on the Romanian 

delegation, expressing their adhesion to the Leninist princi-

ples with regard to the Party of a new type, raised a series 

of objections to the assessment made by the Comintern of 

the situation in Romania, assessments which showed that the 

realities of our country were not known. �ey also objected 

to interference of the Comintern in establishing the com-

position of the leading bodies of the Romanian Communist 

Party, considering that this was the inalienable attribute of 

the Party itself.

�e Congress putting the seal on the transformation of 

the Socialist Party into the Romanian Communist Party took 

place in Bucharest, on May 8, 1921. Having on its agenda 

problems and documents of fundamental importance for the 

working-class movement, including the Party Program and 

Rules, the agrarian question and others. �e Congress dis-

cussed the report on the Party activity and the report on the 

affiliation to the Communist International. Among those 

participating in the Congress were outstanding militants of 

the socialist movement — Gheorghe Cristescu, who up to the 

3rd Congress was General Secretary of the Romanian Com-

munist Party, Alexandru Dobrogeanu-Gherea, Andrei Ion-

escu, Dumitru Grofu, Gheorghe Niculescu-Mizil, Gheorghe 

Stoica, Constantin Mănescu, Mihail Cruceanu and others. 



36

At the Congress the overwhelming majority of the delegates 

voted for the creation of the Communist Party and its un-

reserved affiliation to the Communist International and part 

of them voted for the foundation of the Communist Party 

and its affiliation to the Communist International expressing 

reserves as to the obligativity for the component parties of 

the decisions taken by the Communist International. It can 

therefore be said that the Congress of May 1921 unanimously 

decided to transform the Socialist Party into the Romanian 

Communist Party.

Between 1920 and 1929, parallel to the strengthening of 

the economic power of the big industrial-financial bourgeoi-

sie, we witnessed the strengthening of its political domination 

and the accentuation of the reactionary character of bour-

geois-landlord state power. With the aim of securing max-

imum profit, the ruling classes and the foreign imperialists 

intensified the exploitation of the masses of the people and re-

stricted democratic rights and liberties; in 1924, the suppres-

sion and stifling of the revolutionary movement culminated 

in the banning of the Communist Party.

It should be said that the reactionary policy of capital 

found the working class disunited as a result of the fact that 

after the 1921 Congress the right-wing group of the former 

Socialist Party which had opposed the creation of the Com-

munist Party set up the Social-Democratic Party. �is led to 

the split in the unity of the working class for a long period of 

time, with the most serious repercussions on the revolution-

ary and democratic struggles in Romania.

Carrying on its activity, in the underground conditions, 

the Communist Party combined underground work with 

legal work, setting up a number of organizations such as the 

Unitary Trade Unions and the Worker-Peasant Bloc, which 

unfolded large-scale political activities in the ranks of the 
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workers and peasants. At the same time the Party channelled 

its efforts towards the achievement of the unity of action of 

the working class, towards the creation of the worker-peasant 

alliance.

�e 2nd, 3rd and 4th Congresses of the Party, held in 

that period, reflected the preoccupation in the ranks of the 

Party for clarifying some ideological and political problems, 

for crystallizing its general political line, tactics and strategy; 

efforts were made in order to achieve organizational consoli-

dation and the strengthening of the Party’s links with the 

broad masses.

However, this was a difficult process owing both to the 

ideological inheritance from the old socialist movement and to 

the conditions in which the Party had to carry on its activity, 

which prevented the broad and principled discussion within 

the Party of the social-economic questions of Romania’s de-

velopment. To this must be added the negative consequences 

of the Comintern practices of appointing the leading cadres 

of the Party, including the General Secretary, from among 

people outside the country, who were not acquainted with the 

life and preoccupations of the Romanian people. �e older 

Party members remember that two militants of other com-

munist parties were nominated as general secretaries of the 

Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party at 

the 4th and 5th Congresses. If we recall that other leaders of 

our Party too were nominated at that time from the ranks of 

people who did not live in Romania and were not acquainted 

with the social and political conditions of the country, we 

realize the harm caused by this practice to the revolutionary 

struggles in our country during that period. �e ideological 

confusions of that time within the working-class movement, 

the existence of petty bourgeois, self-seeking elements in the 

Party, as well as the above-mentioned practices, led to the 
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1929 factional struggles which seriously disorganized the ac-

tivity of the Party, bringing it to the brink of dissolution, and 

this in the very period of the capitalist offensive against the 

masses of the people and on the eve of great class battles.

An important stage in the development of the Roma-

nian Communist Party was the 5th Congress, held in 1931, 

at the height of the economic crisis. �e Congress made a 

more thorough-going analysis of the economic and political 

situation in Romania, of the relationships between the classes 

and the political forces, and established that Romania was 

in the period of the completion of the bourgeois-democratic 

revolution, that it was the proletariat which had the historic 

task to organize, in alliance with the working peasantry, the 

overthrow of the bourgeois-landlord regime and the grad-

ual transition to the socialist revolution. On the basis of this 

conclusion, the 5th Congress laid down the general line, the 

strategy and tactics of the Party. It put an end to the factional 

struggle, and endorsed measures for the Party’s organization-

al strengthening, for the development of its links with the 

broad masses of the working people.

�e 5th Congress orientated the Party towards intensi-

fied efforts for achieving the United Workers’ Front, to the 

strengthening of the unity of action of the working class, and 

envisaged new forms of struggle to organize the broad masses 

with a view to defending their economic and political inter-

ests.

It is also necessary to emphasize that in the assessments 

made by the 5th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party 

a series of confusions and erroneous interpretations continued 

to be manifest concerning important problems related to the 

Party’s general political line, its strategy and tactics, such as 

the peasant question, the national question and others.

Although in our country the peasantry carried a consider-
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able social weight, and the solution of the agrarian question 

through the expropriation of the landed estates and the dis-

tribution of land to the peasants was decisive for the carrying 

through of the bourgeois-democratic revolution and the tran-

sition to the socialist revolution, a wrong slogan prevailed for 

a long time in the Party with regard to “the nationalization 

of land,” the collectivization of agriculture through “village 

communities” under the conditions of the bourgeois-land-

lord system. �e 5th Congress abandoned these wrong theses 

and adopted the correct slogan of the expropriation of the 

landlords and of the distribution of the land to the peasants 

without payment. It did, however, not succeed in elucidating 

thoroughly the Party position toward the various sections of 

the peasantry in the period of carrying through the bour-

geois-democratic revolution, mechanically taking over slo-

gans which accorded with other countries and other condi-

tions; it did not draw up a clear program of the development 

prospects of Romanian agriculture. �is prevented the Party 

at that time from unfolding a broad activity and from enhan-

cing its political influence among the mass of peasants, from 

achieving the worker-peasant alliance.

Erroneous assessments made their way in the Party with 

regard to a number of political parties and groupings in our 

country. Assessing the Social-Democratic Party and the In-

dependent Socialist Party — in whose activity certain re-

formist conceptions and many wrong practices were mani-

festing themselves — as agencies of the ruling classes, was 

prejudicial to the cause of creating the United Workers’ Front. 

A sectarian attitude was manifest with regard to the left-wing, 

democratic groupings within some bourgeois parties, labelled 

without discernment as fascist or of a fascist tendency. �is 

prevented the Party, in a certain period, from making an ob-

jective appreciation of the balance of forces in the country’s 
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political arena, from concentrating on the struggle against the 

reactionary leaders of the bourgeois-landlord parties, and pri-

marily against the rising fascist organizations.

In a series of documents, resolutions and decisions of the 

3rd, 4th and 5th Congresses, Romania was mistakenly called 

“a typical multi-national state,” created on the basis of “the 

occupation of some foreign territories.” Incorrectly assess-

ing the process of the formation of the national state, these 

documents charted the task of unfolding a permanent and 

intensive activity in view of the so-called “liberation from 

Romanian imperialism” of the “oppressed peoples” on the 

basis of the principle of the nations’ right to self-determin-

ation up to their full severance from the existing state. �e 

introduction into the documents of the Party of the slogan 

of self-determination up to the severance from the unitary 

state, the indications given the Party to fight for the severance 

from Romania of some territories which were overwhelming-

ly inhabited by Romanians did not pay heed to the concrete 

conditions of Romania — a unitary State. �ey were deep-

ly erroneous; they actually called for the dismemberment of 

the national state and the Romanian people’s disintegration. 

Marxist-Leninist teachings proclaim the right of the peoples 

to self-determination not with a view to the disintegration of 

the established national states, but, on the contrary, with a 

view to the liberation of the oppressed peoples and their con-

stitution into sovereign national states in conformity with the 

will and decision of the mass of the people.

�ese assessments and slogans were abandoned as in-

correct during the ensuing years; in the Party documents of 

the years 1938-39, a firm stand was taken in defence of na-

tional unity, of the Homeland’s independence and sovereign-

ty.

�e erroneous theses and slogans to be found in the 
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Party documents during this period were due to the absence 

of a thorough-going analysis of the history of the Romanian 

people, of the social and economic development and of the 

balance of forces in our country, as well as to a mechanic-

al adoption of some theses that had been elaborated abroad, 

in consequence of the practices of the Comintern which laid 

down directives that ignored the concrete realities of our 

country, gave tactical orientations and indications which did 

not comply with the economic, socio-political and national 

conditions prevailing in Romania.

�e negative effects of these practices and methods ap-

plied in that period in the working-class movement of our 

country demonstrate the tremendous importance for the 

revolutionary struggle of the strict observance of the right of 

each Party to independently shape its own policy, since it is 

only the respective Party that is in a position to know the 

realities in its country, to objectively assess the political tasks 

of each stage.

During the years 1929-33, broad sections of the people, 

headed by the working class, waged ample social struggles 

against the offensive of the foreign capital and monopol-

ies. During the period of economic crisis, the working-class 

actions acquired increased force and combativity, embraced 

further categories of the proletariat, increasingly combined 

economic claims with political objectives. �e official docu-

ments of the time show that in 1929 the number of labour 

conflicts amounted to 317, in which 105,000 people were in-

volved. In the 1929-32 period, 377 strikes took place with the 

participation of workers from 1,054 enterprises; the strikes 

totalled about 845,000 working days. Moreover, 840 latent 

labour conflicts were recorded in a great number of enter-

prises.

�e first great class battle in the series of social struggles 
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scale strikes were also joined by the metal workers in Bucha-

rest, Arad, Resita, Brasov, the textile workers of Buhuși and 

Cluj, the lumbermen in Mures Valley, the miners of Livezeni, 

Doicesti and Aninoasa, the oil workers in the Prahova Valley, 

the dockers of Constanta, Brăila and Turnu Severin, as well as 

by thousands of other workers throughout the country.

New forms of organizing and mobilizing the masses 

emerged in the course of the struggles waged during this 

period. Of special importance was the setting up of com-

mittees of action, strike committees and enterprise commit-

tees which included communists, independent socialists, so-

cial-democrats and non-party workers; the United Workers’ 

Front from below and the unity of action of workers were 

achieved in numerous enterprises and localities on that basis. 

During the actions organized in this period new more ad-

vanced forms of struggle were emerging: street demonstrations 

of solidarity with the strikers, the organization of self-defence 

units and sit-in strikes.

Burdened by debts and taxation, the peasants in the Bot-

oșani, Romanati, Sălaj, Sibiu, Gorj, Bihor and other counties 

rose against exploitation, heavy taxation, the abuse of the au-

thorities, and there even were clashes with the gendarmes. 

Teachers and civil servants, students, invalids, widows and 

pensioners put forward their claims.

�e struggles waged during these years culminated with 

the big revolutionary battles of the railwaymen and oil workers 

of January-February 1933. �e Communist Party, through its 

local Party bodies and organizations, the cells in factories and 

workshops, was the organizer and leader of these important 

working-class actions.

In 1932, the National Conference of the Railwaymen 

elected a Central Committee of Action which had to coordin-
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ate the activity of the local committees of action with a view 

to a simultaneous start of the strike by all the categories of 

working people of the Romanian railways. �e Central Com-

mittee of Action included workers, delegates from the main 

railway centres; Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej was elected its sec-

retary, being entrusted by the Party with leading the activity 

of this committee.

�e Party Committee of Bucharest carried out an intense 

activity in organizing the working-class actions in the cap-

ital. Under its leadership, the local trade-union commission, 

whose secretary was Dumitru Petrescu, played an important 

part in the preparation for the unfolding of the strikes, in 

organizing the Bucharest working people’s solidarity with the 

strikers.

�e actions of the workers on strike at Grivita developed 

under the direct leadership of the Party organizations of the 

railway workshops. An important role in preparing the strug-

gle was played by the workers’ trade union and during the 

strike by the strike committee and committee of action. Dur-

ing the strikes there came to the fore scores of revolutionary 

activists, Party members and non-Party members, actively 

taking part in the struggles, among whom Constantin Don-

cea, chairman of the trade union committee and of the strike 

committee, Dumitru Popa, Chivu Stoica, Constantin Mard-

are, Vasile Bîgu and others.

�e Grivita struggles of February 1933, during which 

the railwaymen heroically faced the forces of repression of 

the bourgeois-landlord regime, spotlighted the revolution-

ary fighting spirit of this detachment of the working class, 

its determination to defend its vital interests. Although they 

had acquired a mass character, the battles of the railwaymen 

did not include all categories, for instance, those active in the 

traction and traffic sector: the strikes in Jassy, Cluj, Oradea, 
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Galaţi and Pașcani were not started concomitantly with the 

one at Griviţa, and in a series of railway centres like Brașov, 

Constanţa, Timișoara, Buzău and Arad there were no strikes 

at all. �erefore, the scope of these battles was not commen-

surate throughout the country with the revolutionary upsurge 

of that period.

�e battles waged by the oil workers in Prahova Valley 

in January-February 1933 also had a wide scope. �e broad 

mass character of these actions embracing thousands upon 

thousands of working people, the particularly sharp forms of 

struggle, culminating with the occupation of the centre of 

Ploiești by the masses, demonstrated the great militancy of this 

contingent of the Romanian proletariat. �e role of leader of 

the revolutionary actions in the Prahova Valley was played by 

the County Committee of the Romanian Communist Party, 

supported by the activity of the local trade-union organiz-

ation, the strike committees and the committees of action, 

made up of all categories of workers. During the fight dozens 

and dozens of activists emerged from the ranks of the strik-

ers courageously advancing in the van of the masses. Among 

those leading the revolutionary actions in the Prahova Valley 

were Gheorghe Vasilichi, Secretary of the County Commit-

tee of the Communist Party, Tănase Avramescu, Constantin 

Nicolaescu, Constantin Mănescu, Mihail Moraru and others.

�e class struggles during the period of the economic 

crisis and particularly the struggles of January-February 1933 

were highly important episodes in the history of our work-

ing-class movement, and had a tremendous impact on pol-

itical and social life in Romania. �ey dealt a serious blow 

at the exploiting classes, put a brake on the capitalist offen-

sive against the economic and political rights of the working 

people. Taking place shortly after the establishment of the 

fascist-Hitler dictatorship in Germany, the struggles waged 
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by the Romanian proletariat in 1933 had also an international 

significance, being among the first big actions undertaken by 

the world proletariat against fascism.

In the class battles waged in the years 1929-33, the work-

ing class, headed by the Communist Party, powerfully as-

serted itself in the arena of history as the most advanced force 

of Romanian society, the vanguard of the fight of the whole 

people against the fascist danger, for economic and political 

rights, for democracy, national independence and sovereignty.

After the economic crisis, industrial and agricultural pro-

duction recorded a continuous increase, reaching its peak 

level under bourgeois-landlord regime in 1938. �e process of 

concentration of capital and production became accentuated, 

particularly in the heavy, mining and processing industries; 

there was also a marked process of formation of monopolies, 

which began to play a dominant part in the economic and 

political life of the country.

During that period the influence of the reactionary mon-

opoly circles was increasingly felt in the country’s political 

life. A process of casting off bourgeois democracy, of restrict-

ing civic rights and liberties was accentuated.

�e most characteristic phenomenon of the ultra-re-

actionary trends promoted by the circles of the Romanian 

oligarchy was the setting up of the fascist-type terrorist or-

ganization “�e Iron Guard” and its forced assertion in the 

country’s political life. �e Legionary movement, the agency 

of Hitlerism in Romania, fully subservient to German im-

perialism, pursued a profoundly anti-national policy, gravely 

prejudicing the interests of the Romanian people. In collusion 

with the representatives of the monopoly bourgeoisie, it be-

trayed the interests of the people, subordinated the country 

to the domination of Hitler’s Germany, endangering the very 

existence of Romania as an independent and sovereign state.
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�e working class headed by the Communist Party, the 

broad masses of the people and some circles of the national 

bourgeoisie rose against this reactionary policy.

Many democratic politicians and representatives of the 

progressive intelligentsia voiced their alarm at the intensified 

activity of the Iron Guard and at the danger of the coun-

try’s enslavement to German fascist imperialism. A number of 

politicians such as Nicolae Titulescu, Nicolae Iorga, Grigore 

Iunian, Virgil Madgearu. D. Dobrescu, Grigore Filipescu and 

others took a stand against the aggressive expansion of nazi 

Germany, exposed fascist activity at home, campaigned for 

the development of cooperation with other states and for the 

strengthening of the country’s security. In those years, Ro-

mania signed the convention for the definition of the aggres-

sor, established diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, 

took measures for strengthening cooperation with the coun-

tries of the Little Entente and the Balkan Pact. �e point was 

reached when a Romanian-Soviet draft treaty was drawn up 

which was to regulate, on the basis of reciprocal respect for in-

dependence and sovereignty, mutual assistance and reciprocal 

aid between the two states if one of them was attacked.

In those circumstances, the Romanian Communist Party, 

expressing the vital interests of the broad masses, actively mil-

itated for the union of all the democratic and patriotic forces 

of the people in defence of the country’s independence and 

sovereignty. �e carrying out in that period of joint actions 

of the Communist Party with the United Socialist Party and 

the Socialist Party, as well as with some organizations of the 

Social-Democratic Party, strengthened the unity and fighting 

spirit of the working class, its influence on the political life of 

the country.

In 1933, the Ploughmen’s Front was set up, led by Dr. 

Petru Groza, a democratic organization of the peasantry, 
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which was to play an important role in achieving the alliance 

of the working class with the working peasantry. �e political 

activity of the peasantry and of the other non-proletarian so-

cial sections developed under the impulse of the working-class 

movement. �e rising of the Romanian and Magyar peasants 

in the Ghimes Valley in 1934 was followed by a series of peas-

ant movements throughout the country against taxes, forced 

auctions and gendarme terror. �e communists participated 

in meetings and demonstrations organized in 1936 and 1937 

by the National Peasant and Radical Peasant parties lending 

them a combative character, influencing their transformation 

into anti-fascist manifestations under the slogan of the popu-

lar front.

�e Party extended its contacts with the democratic 

groups and organizations, established links with different 

fractions of the bourgeois political forces and with a great 

number of political personalities. �e Union of Communist 

Youth made a notable contribution in the work carried on by 

the Party among the youth. All during those years a number 

of mass democratic and anti-fascist organizations set up by the 

Communist Party — the National Anti-Fascist Committee, 

the Association of Anti-Fascist Youth, the Labour League, the 

Women’s Anti-Fascist Committee, the Students’ Democrat-

ic Front and many others — campaigned for the defence of 

democracy and of the people’s national interests. Many legal 

publications of a democratic and progressive character were 

brought out in those years, and an intensive activity was car-

ried on in the ranks of the intellectuals against the country’s 

fascization, for the promotion of a progressive culture.

�e outcome of this broad political activity carried on by 

the communists was the setting up of the Democratic Front 

which brought together the Romanian Communist Party, the 

Socialist Party, the United Socialist Party, the Ploughmen’s 
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Front, the Union of Magyar Working People of Romania, 

some local organizations of the Social-Democratic Party, of 

the National Peasant Party, of the Radical Peasant Party and 

of the Peasant Party of Dr. Lupu.

�e allied democratic forces succeeded in recording a ser-

ies of outstanding successes in the political life of the coun-

try. �ey defeated the reactionary circles in the parliamentary 

by-elections of 1936 in the Hunedoara and Mehedinţi coun-

ties, and in 1937 in the county council elections in Ploiești, 

Cluj, Jassy, Bihor and in many other localities. �e Romanian 

people stood up more and more resolutely against fascism and 

the nazi threat, for the defence of democracy and national 

independence.

�e heroic struggle waged in those years by the Com-

munist Party at the head of the working class and of broad 

progressive forces under the banner of democracy and the 

country’s independence, the clear-sighted attitude of some 

political groupings of the ruling classes for a while prevented 

the ascension to power of the fascist organizations and the 

country’s enslavement to nazi Germany. However, the policy 

of bowing to the aggressive pretentions of the Hitlerites pur-

sued by the Great Powers negatively influenced the evolution 

of events in our country, as in other European countries.

After the Munich Agreement, which opened wide the road 

for Germany to the countries in South and Eastern Europe, 

the reactionary political circles of Romania openly took the 

path of betraying the national interests. �e Romanian-Ger-

man economic agreement of 1939, followed by other onerous 

treaties, subordinated Romania’s economy to the interests of 

the aggressive policy of Germany, placed the economic and 

political life of Romania under the latter’s control and gravely 

encroached the sovereignty of our people.

Aware of the fact that the domination of German im-
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perialism was a deadly threat to the Romanian people, the 

working class, headed by the Communist Party, rose to reso-

lute struggle against the enslaving Romanian-German Pact, 

against the plans of the nazi Reich to occupy Romania. �e 

communists called the people to armed resistance, declaring 

themselves ready to defend “the independence of Romania 

with arms in hand, should our country be compelled to wage 

a war of national defence against fascist imperialism.” In 

March 1939, after Czechoslovakia was occupied by Germany, 

the Romanian people were ready to help the Czechoslovak 

people and to oppose by the force of arms the expansion of the 

nazi aggressors. When the government decreed partial mobil-

ization, the Communist Party recommended to its members 

and sympathizers to present themselves at the military units 

and to be ready to do their duty to the Homeland. In the 

autumn of that year, the Polish troops and civil population 

that took refuge in Romania from the German invasion were 

warmly received and supported by our people.

�e upsurge of the anti-fascist movement in Romania was 

mirrored in the series of fighting actions that took place in 

this period, in the big anti-fascist demonstrations organized 

on May Day 1939 under the sign of our people’s opposition 

to fascist Germany, for democratic freedoms, for the defence 

of the country’s independence. In Bucharest, more than 

20,000 citizens demonstrated in the streets against Hitlerite 

Germany, and as a symbol of the determination to fight in 

defence of the Homeland, laid wreaths at the Grave of the 

Unknown Warrior. Similar manifestations took place in Cluj 

and Jassy. At the same time, important groups of the bour-

geoisie, some financial circles close to the National Bank and 

leaders of bourgeois political parties realized that disaster was 

hovering over Romania, and took a stand against the enslav-

ing clauses of the economic agreements imposed by Germany. 
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�e fighting spirit of the anti-fascist demonstrations in Roma-

nia was also noted by the World Conference for the Defence 

of Peace and Democracy held in Paris on May 13 and 14, 

1939, which pointed out that the demonstrations of May Day 

1939 in Bucharest were “a proof that the Romanian people 

rally to the anti-fascist movement and that it is their will to 

effectively fight against the aggressor and fascism.”*

In the conditions of this revolutionary upsurge of the 

masses, when German fascism had already attacked and 

subjected many European countries, the Directives of the 

Comintern of 1940 addressed to the Romanian Communist 

Party, instead of appreciating the correctness of the struggle 

against the Hitlerite war and of calling for the intensification 

of this fight, criticized the Romanian communists for their 

activity against Germany’s aggression and for their stand in 

defending the Homeland’s national independence. Contrary 

to the obvious realities, the Directives of the Comintern stat-

ed: “Germany and Italy do not want, at the present stage, that 

the Balkan countries be drawn into the war. �ey want to 

develop the output of cereals, oil and different raw materials 

needed by them. Only the war incendiaries — the British 

and French imperialists — wish and endeavour at the present 

stage to hinder the development of production in those coun-

tries and their trade with Germany. It is only they who try by 

all means to open a front in the Balkans against Italy, so that 

afterwards they could attack Germany from the flank.” Arbi-

trarily placing fascist Germany alongside the Soviet Union, it 

was further stated that the people of Romania, the working 

class and its Party were faced with the task of not permitting 

“the transformation of Romania into a bridgehead of Brit-

ain and France for a war against Germany and against the 

* Archives of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist 

Party, Section I, file No. 211. p. 169
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USSR,” demanding that the slogan “defence of the frontiers,” 

with which the Party had succeeded in rallying broad patriot-

ic forces be unmasked “as a continuation of the policy of rap-

prochement with Britain and France and of the war against 

Germany and the USSR.”*

�ese directives, which ran counter to the political line of 

the Party, to the necessity of struggle against fascism and Hit-

lerite aggression, provoked profound confusion and disorien-

tation in the Party, hampered for a while its activity, created 

the danger of estranging from the Party broad social sections 

and many political groupings. �ey had grave repercussions 

on the entire activity carried on in Romania for uniting the 

people against fascism and German aggression.

As you know, in August 1940, the Vienna Diktat was 

imposed upon Romania under which the northern part of 

Transylvania was taken away and handed over to Horthy’s 

Hungary. �e Communist Party, numerous political circles, 

the Madosz and other democratic and patriotic organizations, 

including groups of the army, rose against the Diktat, organ-

ized powerful people’s manifestations in different centres of 

the country, asked for armed struggle for the defence of the 

Homeland’s integrity and sovereignty. In that difficult mo-

ment for their country’s destiny, the Romanian people were 

alone, without any outside help, abandoned by all European 

powers. Romania was obliged to accept the unjust conditions 

of the Vienna Diktat. In this way she was left to the beck and 

call of Germany, and was actually thrown into the arms of 

the Hitlerite forces. Soon afterwards, the regime of the fascist 

military dictatorship was set up in our country, the German 

troops, which in fact had the mission of occupation troops, 

penetrated into the country and Romania was then dragged 

* Archives of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist 

Party, Section I, files 15-22.
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into the anti-Soviet war.

�e period of the military fascist dictatorship and of the 

war waged alongside Hitlerite Germany is the darkest page in 

the modern history of Romania. By carrying out the orders 

given by Germany, the military fascist dictatorship pursued 

a policy of predatory exploitation of the country’s natural re-

sources and wealth, and put industry, agriculture and trans-

port in the service of the Hitlerite aggressive war. Romania’s 

economy was ruined in the war years, her resources were ex-

hausted and this caused industrial output to stand at the end 

of the war at about 50 per cent compared with that prior to 

the war. Only the damage caused by Germany to Romania by 

taking industrial and agricultural products without payment, 

by not paying taxes and duties, etc., rose to over 446 million 

dollars (at the 1938 exchange rate).

�e Communist Party, the exponent of the national in-

terests of the entire people, resolutely rose from the beginning 

against the aggression of fascist Germany and the war waged 

against the Soviet Union, voiced the anxieties and aspira-

tions of the overwhelming majority of the country’s popula-

tion, organized the anti-fascist resistance and the struggle of 

the masses for the overthrow of the Antonescu regime, the 

withdrawal from the war waged alongside Germany and the 

joining of the anti-Hitlerite forces. In its resolution on the 

anti-Soviet war of July 1941, in the Platform Program of Sep-

tember 1941, in the document “�e Perishing or the Salva-

tion of the Romanian People” of January 1942 and in many 

other materials, the Communist Party addressed to the entire 

people the call to fight for the cessation of the anti-Soviet 

war, for the overthrow of Antonescu’s fascist regime, the oust-

ing of the Hitlerites from the country and the re-conquest 

of Romania’s liberty and independence. Mobilizing tens of 

thousands of revolutionary militants and patriots for resist-
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ance, the Party organized groups of sabotaging armament 

production and military transports, as well as patriotic fight-

ing detachments which were in action in the Prahova Valley, 

in the Vrancea and Paring Mountains, in the Danube Delta, 

in the Maramureș and Suceava regions. A powerful impetus 

was given to the anti-fascist resistance by the setting up in 

1943 of the Anti-Hitlerite Patriotic Front, which included the 

Communist Party, the Ploughmen’s Front, the Union of Pa-

triots, the Madosz, the Socialist Peasant Party and the local 

organizations of the Social-Democratic Party.

Resistance to the fascist dictatorship and Hitler’s Ger-

many included broad circles, among them those of the bour-

geois parties and the royal palace, which expressed their hos-

tility to the German occupation, and protested against the 

country being plundered by the Hitlerites. Germany’s repre-

sentatives in Romania found that at the National Bank and 

in the bourgeois circles that owned the oil, mining and metal-

lurgical industries, a powerful anti-German resistance was 

developing. In October 1943, Hitler’s economic representa-

tive in Romania, Clodius, informed the government in Berlin 

in connection with the demand that Romania increase her 

deliveries of products to Germany: “My repeated attempts to 

induce the Romanian government to change its attitude have 

given no result... �e Governor of the National Bank stuck 

to his position of refusal and declared, in solidary with the 

whole management of the Bank, that he would have to resign 

if Germany’s demands were met even in part.”* In order to 

ensure the exploitation of the country’s resources and wealth 

for war supplies, Germany resorted to military occupation. 

In the spring of 1944, the German Military Command de-

* Deutches Zentralarchiv Postdam Auswirtiges Amt. Handels poli-

tische Abt. (1936-1945), Handakten Clodius Bd. 68736 Seite 344, Pho-

tocopy in AIIP, file 219, vol. 5.



54

clared that it “no longer takes into consideration any kind of 

political or economic conditions in Romania but orders in 

Romania what it considers necessary.”* In fact this happened 

from the very beginning of the German army’s penetration 

into Romania.

Strikes and acts of sabotage against the war and German 

occupation organized by the workers employed in industrial 

enterprises and transport were intensified as well as the op-

position of the peasantry to requisitioning and the call up, 

and acts of protest by the intelligentsia, all of them expressing 

the entire people’s hatred of the Hitlerite war, the desire to 

liberate themselves from the fascist yoke.

In many letters, memoranda and protests addressed to 

Antonescu’s government, political leaders and personalities 

of Romanian culture spoke up against the Hitlerite war and 

German occupation. In the memorandum sent in April 1944 

to Antonescu by 66 scientists, members of the Romanian 

Academy and university professors of Bucharest, Jassy and 

Cluj, it was stated that “a terrible disaster threatens the exist-

ence of our nation,” that “the vital interests of our state and 

people demand the immediate cessation of the war, whatever 

the difficulties of this step may be. �e sacrifices Romania 

will have to make will be incomparably smaller and less pain-

ful than the continuation of the war.”** �e deep hatred of 

the broad masses for the Hitlerites, for the horrors of war, 

were also expressed in lampoons and articles published in the 

press of that time by many cultural personalities.

Reflecting the discontent and revolt of the working mass-

es, the anti-Hitlerite feelings became more pronounced in the 

ranks of the soldiers and officers. Many soldiers refused to 

* General Department of State Archives, the Section of German 

Documents, file 790/5, 519, 526, p. 9.
** România liber� of September 6, 1944.
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leave for the front and mass desertions took place. Command-

ing army officers, patriotic generals and officers openly voiced 

the opposition to the Hitlerites and Antonescu dictatorship.

All this shows that a strong anti-fascist state of mind, a 

burning desire to overthrow the military dictatorship and the 

domination of Hitler’s Germany was developing in the ranks 

of the large masses of the people, of all political circles.

In the years 1943-44, Hitler’s Germany suffered smash-

ing defeats from the Soviet army and from the other powers 

of the anti-fascist coalition. �e Soviet Union carried the bu-

rden of the war, making the greatest sacrifices, and winning 

the admiration and gratitude of all the peoples for its heroic 

struggle. �e victories over Germany, which led to the weak-

ening of fascism, gave a new impetus to the struggle of the an-

ti-fascist forces throughout the world and also inspirited the 

Romanian people in their struggle for liberation from under 

the fascist yoke.

In the conditions of growing resistance against Germany, 

and the deepening of the crisis of the regime of fascist dic-

tatorship and the defeats suffered by Hitler’s armies on the 

front, the Communist Party, in collaboration with the other 

anti-Hitler forces, intensified the fight for the overthrow of 

Antonescu’s government, the turning of weapons against Ger-

many, for Romania’s joining the anti-Hitler coalition. With 

this aim in view, the Party active inside and outside prisons, 

headed by Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, elaborated the plan of 

action for the carrying out of the armed insurrection and took 

measures for the strengthening of the Party leadership by re-

moving the wavering elements and capitulators. In order to 

secure the operational conduct of Party activity, with a view 

to fulfilling these tasks, the Party active appointed comrades 

Constantin Pîrvulescu, Emil Bodnaras and Iosif Ranghet.

At the same time, the activity for the achievement of the 
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union of all anti-Hitler forces was intensified. In April 1944, 

an agreement was reached between the Romanian Commun-

ist Party and the Social-Democratic Party for the setting up of 

the United Workers’ Front. �is was of outstanding import-

ance and speeded the union of all the democratic forces for the 

overthrow of the fascist regime. Agreement for the creation of 

the National Democratic Bloc was reached in June between 

the Romanian Communist Party, the Social-Democratic 

Party, the National Peasant Party and the Liberal Party. �e 

program of action of the four parties provided for the with-

drawal of Romania from the anti-Soviet war and her joining 

the United Nations, the country’s liberation from German 

occupation, the re-establishment of national sovereignty and 

independence, the removal of the fascist dictatorship and the 

establishment of a democratic regime.

�e Party also carried out intense activity in the ranks of 

the army and strengthened its links with numerous patriotic 

generals and officers. In the summer of 1944, the Military 

Committee was set up whose task was to prepare the armed 

insurrection.

As you know, in August 1944 Hitler and Antonescu de-

cided that a total mobilization of forces should be carried out 

in order to continue the war against the Soviet Union. In that 

situation, the Romanian Communist Party, in collaboration 

with the other anti-Hitler forces, proceeded to carry out the 

armed insurrection. On August 23, Antonescu’s government 

was arrested in the Royal Palace by a group of officers and 

non-commissioned officers and handed over to the patriotic 

fighting units. A government headed by Sănătescu was set 

up, which included one representative from each of the four 

parties belonging to the National Democratic Bloc. �e Dec-

laration of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 

stated: “�e Romanian Communist Party, a Party of the 
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working class, represents the interests of the entire Romanian 

society, those of the workers and peasants as well as of the 

intellectuals and all the sections of the urban population, of 

the entire Romanian people in their struggle for national lib-

eration, in their struggle for winning civic and democratic 

rights... In the inevitable clash with Hitler’s forces, the Ro-

manian Communist Party calls upon the working class, the 

peasantry, the intellectuals and all citizens of Romania to 

ruthless struggle, with all weapons, against the deadly foe of 

the Romanian people, for securing their future.”*

In the night between August 23 and 24, the army and the 

patriotic units began to immobilize and disarm the German 

military units. �e capital and the largest part of the coun-

try’s territory were liberated after heavy battles.

A new era began in the history of our country; the gates 

to the liberation of the Romanian people, to the road of social 

progress were thrown wide open. Romania turned weapons 

against Germany and joined the anti-Hitler coalition, fight-

ing with all her military and economic forces to make her 

contribution to the final defeat of nazi Germany. Shoulder to 

shoulder with the Soviet Army, the Romanian Army fought 

for the smashing and eviction of Hitler’s and Horthy’s troops 

from the country’s entire territory and continued military 

operations beyond our frontiers actively participating in the 

liberation of Hungary and Czechoslovakia up to the final de-

feat of fascist Germany and the victorious conclusion of the 

war in Europe. Starting with the operations during the insur-

rection and up to May 9, 1945, the Romanian military units 

participating in the anti-Hitler war totalled nearly 540,000 

men. Romania’s military losses in the big battles against the 

fascist occupants reached about 170,000 men. In many orders 

of the Supreme Soviet Command, Romanian units, generals 

* România liber� of August 24, 1944.
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and officers were more than once cited for their bravery in 

the fight against fascism. In recognition of their contribution 

to those battles, more than 300,000 soldiers, non-commis-

sioned officers and officers were awarded Romanian, Soviet 

and Czechoslovak orders and medals for their heroism and 

bravery.

�e blood shed in common by the Romanian and Soviet 

soldiers on the anti-Hitler front developed and strengthened 

Romanian-Soviet friendship-in-arms and laid the founda-

tion for the fraternal collaboration that has been established 

between our countries and peoples. Romania’s history will 

preserve the indelible memory of the heroes who laid down 

their lives in the fight against fascism, the undying feats of 

the Romanian and Soviet soldiers on the anti-Hitler front, the 

contribution of all the Romanian patriots who fought against 

fascism, for the Homeland’s Liberation.

Immediately after August 23, the Party began to organ-

ize its activity in the new conditions of legality. Relying on 

the tens of thousands of Party members and sympathizers 

who had fought during the underground movement under 

its leadership, the Party succeeded within a short time to 

organize its forces in the main industrial enterprises, in the 

villages, in the cultural and educational establishments, and 

in all the country’s centres. During that period, the Party 

organized the united trade unions and the youth organiza-

tions, and fought for the further consolidation of the United 

Workers’ Front and the achievement of the political and or-

ganizational unity of the working class. At the same time, the 

Party extended its understanding with the other democratic 

parties and organizations, setting up the National Democrat-

ic Front, which included the Romanian Communist Party, 

the Social-Democratic Party, the United Trade Unions, 

the Ploughmen’s Front, the Union of Patriots, the Magyar 
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People’s Union, the National Peasant Party led by Anton 

Alexandrescu, youth, women’s and other organizations and 

political groupings. �e National Democratic Front repre-

sented a large coalition of all the forces concerned with the 

real democratization of the country, with the carrying out of 

the economic and social reforms demanded by the needs of 

social development in Romania.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party, huge mass-

es of the population engaged themselves in a sharp struggle 

against reaction, evicted the reactionary prefects and mayors, 

began to organize workers’ control in the factories, to expro-

priate the big landlords and to distribute land to the peasants, 

thus actually carrying out the land reform, and participated 

in the battle for the democratization of public life. It was in 

the heat of those political, economic and social battles waged 

by the mass of the people against the forces of internal re-

action, who were backed by foreign imperialist circles, that 

the government of broad democratic concentration, led by 

Dr. Petru Groza, the outstanding patriot and eminent pol-

itician and statesman, was set up in March 1945. �e estab-

lishment of the first government in the history of this country 

in which the working class had the leading role was a great 

victory in the revolutionary struggle of Romania, ensuring 

the democratic and progressive development of our society.

You will remember, comrades, the difficult situation in 

which the country’s economy found itself in 1945, after nearly 

four years of Hitlerite domination and war. Industrial output 

in a number of branches in 1944 had dropped to about 50 per 

cent in comparison with the pre-war level; only 10 per cent 

of the machine-tools existing in 1943 were still in operation; 

the transport capacity of the railways had decreased to 30 per 

cent in comparison with 1943. Agriculture was exhausted by 

Hitlerite robbery, by the requisitions during the war, by the 
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destructions caused during the fighting on the front. �is dif-

ficult economic heritage was aggravated by the drought of the 

years 1945 and 1946, by reactionary sabotage, by the freezing 

of Romania’s foreign currency and bonds in the Western cap-

italist countries. �e war reparations Romania had to pay and 

the other material losses totalled over one billion dollars. In 

those conditions, the main economic task was the reconstruc-

tion of the national economy which had been destroyed by 

the war, the growth of output. �e fulfilment of those tasks 

required great efforts on the part of our people, especially on 

the part of the working class which bore the brunt of the 

struggle and the work to supply the front and to do away with 

the aftermath of war.

It became an objective necessity to develop the forces of 

production, to continue with the intensification of the democ-

ratization of the country’s life. Proceeding from these require-

ments for social progress at the respective stage, the National 

Conference of the Romanian Communist Party, held in Oc-

tober 1945, focussed the Party’s concern on the rehabilitation 

and development of the national economy, the improvement 

of the population’s living conditions, the consolidation of the 

unity of the working class and of the alliance between the 

workers, peasants and intellectuals, and the strengthening of 

the unity of all democratic, anti-imperialist forces. �e Na-

tional Conference elected as General Secretary of the Central 

Committee of the Romanian Communist Party Gheorghe 

Gheorghiu-Dej, the outstanding militant of our Party and of 

the international communist movement, who, for nearly two 

decades, headed the Party and state in the work for the con-

struction of socialism.

During that period, substantial changes took place in the 

relation of forces in society: the working class consolidated 

its positions in political and social life; the alliance of the 
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working class with the working peasantry became stronger 

following the implementation of the land reform; the unity of 

all democratic and progressive forces developed. �e victory 

scored by the Bloc of Democratic Parties in the parliamentary 

elections of 1946 reflected the wide social and political basis 

on which the democratic government was relying and the 

fact that the reactionary bourgeois parties, about to disappear 

from political life, were compromised and isolated from the 

masses.

�e country’s democratization, its forward march, were 

opposed by the parties of the exploiting classes, by the king 

and his camarilla. It became absolutely necessary to over-

throw the monarchy, which had become an obstacle to social 

progress. �e proclamation of the People’s Republic of Roma-

nia marked the beginning of people’s democratic power, the 

transition of Romania to a new stage of social development 

— the stage of the socialist revolution.



3
THE PATRIOTIC TRADITION  

IN ROMANIA
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1  THE HISTORIC LEGACY OF  
THE ROMANIAN PEOPLE

December 1, 1918 is inscribed in the history of the Roma-

nian people as a crucial moment, among the many moments 

which the Romanian people has gone through in its struggle 

for the preservation of their national being, for social and na-

tional liberty. We all know that all along the centuries our 

people had to face many difficulties; but, being firmly deter-

mined to defend itself arms in hand, to sacrifice even lives for 

the sake of securing its future, it has never knelt down.

On the occasion of this celebration, we have unveiled the 

statue of Michael the Brave, sculptured to honour this ruling 

Prince — true enough a feudal one — but who represented in 

a wonderful manner the striving of the three Romanian prin-

cipalities towards state unity, in order to face down the foreign 

invaders, the Ottoman oppression, in order to preserve its na-

tional identity, in order to open up the road towards progress 

and well-being. �e statue of Michael the Brave constitutes a 

symbol of the will of our people to preserve its independence 

and national sovereignty.

We honour Basarab and Bogdan, Mircea and Stephen the 

Great, Ioan de Hunedoara and so many other ruling princes 

— true enough feudal ones, too — but who were all good or-

ganizers of armies, good organizers of our people in its strug-

gle for independence. We honour them not as feudal lords but 

as men ahead of their times who sacrificed everything to drive 

away foreign oppressors from the ancestral land.

History wished events to proceed as they did. All we can 

do is to find what our forefathers have achieved in their time. 

If we were to solve things ourselves, we would solve them dif-

ferently at the level of our knowledge and strength of today, it 

is doubtless that this solution would mean to do everything in 
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the interest of our national state, in order to secure a plentiful 

and happy life to all the inhabitants of Romania.

What the rulers of those days could not achieve has been 

carried on by others: in 1848, in 1859, in 1877, in 1918 and 

through the unanimous will of the people the unity of our 

national state has been achieved. It was not a result of any 

sort of peace treaty, it was not the will of some power from 

outside; the union came as a result of the will of the Roma-

nian people, longing for freedom and independence. It is true 

that circumstances at the end of the First World War were 

favourable. As a result of the Great October Socialist Revo-

lution, of a number of revolutions for national liberation, of 

the great social movements of the social masses, empires have 

fallen, among them the Hapsburg one, which should have 

fallen a long time before. On the ruins of this empire, free 

and independent peoples have risen who started to build their 

lives on different bases, without foreign oppressors and in-

vaders. We consider that although it was achieved under the 

circumstances of the existence of the bourgeoisie, this was 

nevertheless a progressive act that led to the development of 

human society.

You may well ask why do I remind you of all these events, 

here at Alba Iulia. I remind you of them because we must 

never forget that what has been achieved through struggle 

and the blood of our forefathers must be preserved and de-

fended with devotion.

Of course, we are living in other times. �e bour-

geois-landlord regime was done away with in Romania. Power 

belongs to the working class, the peasantry and intellectuals, 

to our people, master of its own destiny, and who wishes to 

create its free life — in keeping with its power and its materi-

al and intellectual possibilities — the socialist life, a golden, 

communist future.
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By asserting here, at Alba Iulia, the decision of our people 

to unflinchingly go along the road of socialist construction, 

to the steadily raising the material and spiritual well-being of 

our Homeland, we swear that we shall do our utmost to make 

socialism and communism triumph in Romania. Nothing on 

earth will divert us from fulfilling this historic mission which 

the Romanian Communist Party — the leading force of our 

entire nation — has set for itself.

2  THE REVOLUTIONARY TRADITIONS  
OF THE ROMANIAN PEASANTRY

In the history of the Romanian people, the peasants have 

made many sacrifices along the times, and it could be said 

that they bore the brunt of the struggle for national and social 

liberation. �e revolts led by Doja, Horia, Cloșca and Crișan, 

and the rising of 1907, are only some of the episodes in the 

series of struggles waged along the centuries by the Romanian 

peasants for social justice, for national liberation, for the pres-

ervation of our nation’s identity. You well know that in the 

fighting forces of Stephen the Great, the Moldavian peasants 

were always in the forefront; they were those who helped both 

Stephen the Great and the other Moldavian ruling princes to 

defend our national identity, to carry through the national 

unity of our people.

�at is why, on taking part in this meeting of the peasants 

of Botoșani, of the Flămînzi commune, we remember with 

reverence those who kindled the flame of the 1907 rising, pay 

our homage to all those who along the centuries washed the 

Romanian soil with their blood and through their work and 

struggle have built Romania of today.

Of course, comrades, we are living in other times. �e 
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Romanian people, under the leadership of the Communist 

Party, has become master of its destiny. �e working class, 

the peasantry and intelligentsia are building in Romania a 

new system, without landlords and capitalists, the system of 

the manual and intellectual workers, in which all the assets 

belong to the people. On remembering the glorious fighting 

past we pledge to do everything to ensure the continued ad-

vance of the Homeland towards the peaks of progress and 

civilization, of welfare.

If the peasants can build today the life they wish, it is due 

first to the fact that they rallied with a reliable class, with a 

tested friend, with the working class, the most advanced class 

of society. If the peasants can now fulfil their aspirations for a 

better life, this is due to the fact that they have a tested leader, 

the Romanian Communist Party, whose supreme goal is the 

welfare of the entire people.

3  THE PATRIOTIC TRADITIONS  
OF THE ROMANIAN ARMY

Our people’s army, built and led by the Party, is the bear-

er of glorious fighting traditions, of ancient military virtues, 

emanating from deep love of the country, and which was 

handed down as a live flame from generation to generation. 

Difficult circumstances forced the Romanian people along 

its millenary history to defend on numerous occasions with 

arms in hand — against all kinds of foreign invaders — the 

ancestral land, its national being, the right to existence, the 

freedom and independence.

�e valiant army of the fearless Decebalus, the legend-

ary leader of the Dacians, the staunch soldiers of our famous 

voivodes and great army commanders — Mircea the Old, 
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Ioan of Hunedoara, Vlad the Impaler, Stephen the Great, Mi-

chael the Brave, expressing the undying love of liberty of the 

people, heroically and valiantly defended the ancestral land, 

generously shed their blood for it, chose if needed heroic death 

rather than bow down to the enemies and never betrayed the 

cause of the people.

Veritable epic pages were written in the chronicle of our 

people’s struggles for national and social liberation by the 

pandouras of Tudor Vladimirescu; the national army of 1848; 

the soldiers who in 1877 fighting courageously and heroically 

at Griviţa and Plevna, at Rahova, Smîrdan and Vidin sealed 

Romania’s state independence with their blood; the Roma-

nian officers and servicemen who defended, at Mărășești, 

Mărăști and Oituz every inch of the country’s soil with a 

matchless spirit of sacrifice.

�e valour and selflessness, fearless in face of the enemy, 

the unflinching confidence in the justice of the cause and in 

victory, the boundless love for the Homeland, all these virtues 

of which our forefathers gave proof of in the struggles waged 

across the centuries gained new brilliancy in the heat of the 

armed insurrection of August 1944, and in the fierce battles 

fought on the anti-Hitlerite front. In particularly difficult 

conditions, officers and generals, the whole army — animat-

ed by patriotism and the feeling of duty for the destinies of 

the country — enthusiastically responded to the call of the 

Romanian Communist Party making their contribution to 

the overthrow of the Antonescu dictatorship; the entire Ro-

manian army resolutely and selflessly took part, alongside the 

people’s masses, in the carrying through of the insurrection, 

and turned the weapons on the Hitlerite troops. Alongside 

the Soviet army it fought with courage for the liberation of 

the country’s entire territory and further on fought on the 

soil of Hungary and Czechoslovakia until the final defeat of 
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fascist Germany, covering its fighting banners with immortal 

glory.

We may state that in this struggle our army has forever 

linked itself to socialism, to communism.

In crucial moments of the history of our people — on the 

battlefields during the War of Independence of 1877, in the 

struggle at Mărășești with the invading armies of German 

imperialism — the Romanian soldiers faced the common 

enemy, shoulder to shoulder with the soldiers of the neigh-

bour Russian people, laying the foundations of their friend-

ship in arms. �e fight of the Romanian army on the an-

ti-Hitlerite front alongside the Soviet army — which bore the 

brunt of the war against nazi Germany — the blood shed in 

common have forever sealed the Romanian-Soviet brother-

hood-in-arms, the lasting alliance and friendship between 

our countries and peoples.

4
COMMUNISM AND ROMANIA
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1  THE RECORD OF THE  
ROMANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Born in the heat of great class battles, the Romanian 

Communist Party raised aloft the banner of struggle in de-

fence of national dignity, for safeguarding the interests of 

the working class and of all those who work. Asserting itself 

on the arena of political struggle in Romania under the cir-

cumstances of a powerful offensive by the exploiting classes 

against the revolutionary and progressive forces, the Roma-

nian Communist Party wrote by its activity glorious pages 

of revolutionary heroism and abnegation in the history of 

the Romanian people. Facing the most savage oppression, 

the Party organized the popular masses in the struggle for 

democratic rights and freedoms, for the overthrow of the 

bourgeois-landlord regime.

�e Communist Party campaigned for a foreign policy 

in defence of the country’s national independence and sover-

eignty, against foreign imperialist domination, for peace and 

international cooperation, for friendship with the Soviet 

Union, against the plans of dragging Romania into the war. 

In the period of military-fascist dictatorship, our Party reso-

lutely rose against fascist Germany’s aggression, against the 

anti-Soviet war, and organized the resistance of the anti-fas-

cist forces in our country. Promoting a firm and consistent 

policy of defence of the vital interests of the Romanian 

people, our Party managed to achieve — during the years of 

war — the United Workers’ Front and the rallying of all an-

ti-Hitlerite patriotic forces which carried through the historic 

act of August 23, 1944 — the overthrow of the military-fas-

cist dictatorship, the turning of arms against Germany, our 

country’s joining the Soviet Union and the other forces of 

the anti-fascist coalition. Our Party was the decisive factor 
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in mobilizing all the forces of the Romanian people to the 

fight fought alongside of the Soviet Army, up to the complete 

smashing of German fascism.

From the very first days after Liberation, the Party un-

folded an intense political and organizational activity for in-

creasing its ranks, for its organizational strengthening -- as this 

was an essential factor of Romania’s very development along 

the pathway of democracy and socialism. �e Party paid pri-

mordial attention to the organization of the working class — 

the most revolutionary class of society, which was in the van 

of the struggle of the toiling masses — to the strengthening of 

the alliance between the proletariat and the working peasant-

ry, to the rallying of all progressive and patriotic forces for the 

defeat of the exploiting classes, the victorious advancement 

along the path of our country’s democratization, the building 

of the new Romania. �e tasks related to the fulfilment of the 

historic mission of the proletariat in the new society rendered 

imperative the organizational and political unification of the 

working class, the foundation of a single Marxist-Leninist 

vanguard party of those who work. �e foundation of this 

single party of those who work — the Romanian Workers’ 

Party — marked a significant political victory of the revo-

lutionary forces in our country, met an imperative historical 

necessity determined by the struggle for winning power and 

for the socialist transformation of Romanian society.

�e carrying through of the program of the country’s in-

dustrialization, of the socialist transformation of agriculture, 

of raising the level of agricultural output, required big efforts 

from the working class, from the peasantry and the intelli-

gentsia, from the entire Romanian people, who, overcoming 

numberless difficulties and obstacles, translated into life the 

Party’s policy of building socialism in Romania. In less than 

20 years, radical changes came about in the economic and so-
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cial structure of our country; the productive forces witnessed 

a steady progress, the socialist relations of production grew in 

general throughout the economy. In Romania, the exploita-

tion of man by man has been done away with forever, social-

ism has triumphed for good and all in the towns and villages.

As a result of the radical social changes and of the vast 

ideological and political activities carried on by the Com-

munist Party, the years of socialist construction witnessed a 

profound moral renewal of society, past morals and manners 

cultivated by the exploiting classes have been replaced more 

and more by the outlook on life and ethical principles of the 

working class. �e effects of the educational activity carried 

on by the Party, of cultivation of its ethical and philosophical 

ideals are reflected in the citizens’ new attitude towards work, 

towards public property, towards the interests of the socialist 

society.

A notable victory of the Marxist-Leninist policy of our 

Party, of our socialist system, is the abolition of any form of 

inequality, national discrimination and oppression, the pro-

viding of conditions for a free, unhampered assertion in social 

life of all working people, regardless of nationality. On this 

basis the indestructible unity between the Romanian people 

and the national minorities has been cemented; today, all the 

country’s inhabitants — Romanians, Magyars, Germans, 

and those of other nationalities — are part and parcel of the 

great united family of the Socialist Republic of Romania, are 

devoting their energies and working vigour to the thriving of 

our common Homeland.

A powerful motive force of our system is socialist patriot-

ism, manifest in the conscious efforts made by the broad mass-

es of the people for the country’s prosperity, in the enthusiasm 

with which they are implementing the Party’s policy, the pro-

visions on the economic plans. Acting in the spirit of proletar-
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ian internationalism — its characteristic feature throughout 

its existence — our Party has shown its fraternal solidarity 

with the revolutionary struggle of communists, of peoples 

building socialism, of the national liberation movement, of 

working people everywhere; internationalist solidarity has at 

the same time been a valuable political and moral support 

given to our own struggle for winning power and establishing 

the socialist system.

Romania has travelled a glorious path in all spheres of 

economic, social and spiritual life, the socialist system has 

fully proved its durability and vitality; our socialist nation 

with its whole material and human potential is blossoming.

�e fundamental political factor securing the triumphant 

building of socialism in Romania has been the vast activity 

conducted by the Party in all domains; the people has real-

ized by its own experience that our Communist Party is the 

loyal exponent of its vital interests, its tested guide on the 

road of freedom and happiness, and that is why it surrounds 

it with boundless affection and devotion, considers it to be the 

only leader of the socialist nation. �e removal from power 

and abolition of the exploiting classes have determined the 

disappearance from the arena of Romanian political life of 

the parties representing the interests of those classes and for 

which there was no longer room in the country’s social and 

political structure. �e vanishing of the former political par-

ties, the formation of the single party of the working class 

— which rallies in its ranks the most advanced exponents of 

the working class, of the peasantry and of the intelligentsia, 

linked by a profound unity of interests — and the assertion of 

the Party as leading force of society, are thus the outcome of 

an objective, law-like process, of the entire historical develop-

ment of post-war Romania.

�e Romanian Communist Party’s capacity as the lead-
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ing force of society has asserted itself ever more powerfully 

with every passing year, as the work of building up the new 

system has been amplifying and deepening. With every new 

step on the path of socialism, the unity of the people around 

the Party has been increasingly cemented, its prestige and au-

thority with the broad masses of the people has grown still 

more.

2  THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A  
PARTY MEMBER

A communist must be a model of devotion and con-

sciousness in work, of a disciplined attitude towards Party 

tasks, professional duties, and the standards and laws of social 

life. Closely preoccupied with the steady enhancement of the 

role of the communists in work, in the field of production, 

the Party organizations must devote the greatest attention to 

their political profile, to their level of ideological and cultural 

training. An important duty of the members of our Party, 

stipulated by the Rules, is the assimilation of the basic prin-

ciples of the dialectical materialist teaching, thorough know-

ledge of the policy of the Romanian Communist Party. Party 

members must continuously broaden their cultural horizon, 

must assimilate the great gains of contemporary scientific 

thinking, of human knowledge. Only in this way will they 

be capable of approaching all the circumstances of life from 

the most advanced positions, will they acquire wisdom and 

clear-sightedness in their entire activity.

�e principles of social equity and justice of our ideol-

ogy require from the communists to consistently cultivate in 

every circumstance the spirit of justice, typical of the Com-

munist Party, fullest objectivity in the assessment of facts and 
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people, in the promotion of social values. Selfish interests, ar-

rivistic tendency and compromises in the matter of principle 

are alien to communist ethics, to the Rules of our Party. Such 

negative features seriously alter the moral countenance of the 

communist, making him, whoever he is, incompatible with 

the noble title of Party member. A communist’s sliding along 

this way at the same time harms the prestige and authority of 

the Party, and the interests of society, and therefore cannot be 

tolerated under any reason.

Each communist must have a model attitude to the family 

— to which our Party and society assign a primordial role in 

the development and flourishing of the socialist nation — to 

the education of the young generation, a flawless behaviour in 

personal life, in his entire social existence.

�e Party members must not overlook the fact that influ-

ences of bourgeois ideology have not ceased to act in social 

life — influences generated both from the inside, by elements 

belonging to the former society, and also from the outside, by 

the world which is hostile to socialism — influences against 

which the communists must preserve their entire revolution-

ary vigilance. One of the all-important duties under the Rules 

evolving upon Party members is the keeping of the Party and 

state secrets. �e expression of superficiality by some Party 

members, divulgation, without discernment, of some prob-

lems of inner-Party life, the superficial attitude of some state 

activists towards economic secrets, towards actions and steps 

that involve the interests of our state, must all be severely 

combated.

�e task of our Party, of its bodies and organizations, is 

to cultivate in the ranks of all Party members the advanced 

ethical and spiritual traits of the man for whom creditable 

service to society, to his Homeland, stands above all.
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3  THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEACHERS, 
WRITERS, ARTISTS, SCIENTISTS  

AND THE MEDIA

�e complexity of educational work among children and 

young people requires, on the part of the teaching staff and 

parents, to appeal to artistic and cultural creation, which, 

by its very nature, can exert a powerful influence upon the 

conscience of the young generation, upon the development 

of its thinking and sensibility. Children, young people, need 

a literature, written with great skill, which should enhance 

their imagination, enrich their soul and mind, to give them 

advanced human types, heroic characters worthy of following 

in life. Writers and poets can find in this domain to which 

they are invited to grant increased attention and unlimited 

scope for fructifying their creative talent and power.

We are convinced that, by understanding what the people 

and our society expect of them, our writers will give us more 

and more novels, poems, literary works, which, through their 

content, should correspond to the requirements of the for-

mation of a youth with advanced conceptions, profound-

ly humanist, which should be able to fulfil under the best 

conditions the task of building our society. Our composers 

are also due to our children and young people more works, 

more inspired ones, for all types, first of all inspired from the 

life and work of our people, to meet their desire to sing, to 

manifest their vitality and youthful enthusiasm. By creating 

new, valuable works, dedicated to the education of the young 

generation, men of art and culture fulfil a high patriotic duty, 

they contribute to the steady spiritual advancement of the 

people, to creating a bright future in Romania.

An important role in the noble work of educating children 

devolves upon cinematography, the theatre, radio, TV and 



80

the press for children. �ese institutions are called upon to 

enlarge and improve their activity, to produce shows, broad-

casts, articles with a rich educational content, under the most 

attractive forms, in order to bring an increased contribution 

to the formation of the young generation, of the future build-

ers of socialism and communism.

4  THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF  
COMPOSERS OF MUSIC

I sometimes go on hunting parties and while waiting for 

the game, listen to the singing of the birds that fill the forest 

air with their songs. You know well that sometimes there are 

stray birds in our forests that are not from these parts. It can 

be easily observed that they do not sing with the same gaiety, 

with the same originality as those that were born and learned 

to fly here. �is is also valid for the composers. By referring to 

the composers, I have in mind not territorial wanderings, but 

a certain philosophical or spiritual wandering that can hinder 

them from being understood by their co-nationals. Our Party 

and government consider that by participating more actively 

in the cultural life of the contemporary world, by getting ac-

quainted with and mastering the latest achievements of uni-

versal art, the men of art of Romania have the duty to assert 

with passion the spiritual assets of the Romanian people, to 

make known to everybody its artistic genius. By this they 

fulfil a noble patriotic mission and an important international 

mission.

By producing such works, our composers fulfil also a high 

social task, making of their talent a means of moral perfec-

tioning and of aesthetical education of man, a mobilizing 

factor of the masses’ energies in the service of society’s prog-
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ress. In connection with this, a number of composers just-

ly emphasized during the General Meeting the necessity of 

producing music that vibrates deep in the consciousness of 

the broad masses — the comprehension and assimilation by 

the people being the supreme reason for the existence of any 

art. �e advancement of public education, the raising of the 

cultural level of the people in the years of socialism, put to 

our composers just as to all the producers of art increased exi-

gencies for the achievement of high-standard artistic works, 

rich in content and at the same time largely accessible with 

our new public.

While calling upon the creative artists to dive into the 

pulsating life of the people in order to produce vigorous, 

emotionalizing works which should synthetize the humanist 

message of this era, our Party encourages and stimulates the 

artists’ efforts for steadily perfecting mastery, for a renewal of 

the means of expression, for constantly expanding the range 

of styles and creative patterns, for enriching and diversifying 

our socialist art. �ese desiderata fully apply also to the sphere 

of musical creation.

�e increasingly intensive cultural life in our coun-

try claims a multilateral musical repertoire to duly include 

all genres. While bestowing on symphonic music, chamber 

music, opera and operetta music the valuation they deserve, 

and stimulating efforts for the continuous development of 

these genres, one should not ignore the other musical genres 

either which are popular with the public at large. I mean first 

of all mass music, the genre of revolutionary, patriotic song 

which has a strong impact on the political and civic con-

sciousness of the working people, and which contributes to 

cultivating love of the Homeland and devotion to the cause 

of building socialism and communism. A particularly signifi-

cant role is played by this musical genre in the education of 
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youth and children in the spirit of socialist patriotism and 

proletarian internationalism, as well as in the life of young pi-

oneers, in the activity of the Union of Communist Youth and 

also in the framework of the lavish and ample artistic activity 

the amateur artists are carrying on throughout the country. 

�at is why we hold it necessary that our finest composers 

should in their endeavours also concern themselves perma-

nently with choir music, brass band music and marching 

tunes. Stress should also be laid here on the fact that a par-

ticular responsibility in the musical education of the younger 

generation, in breeding love of songs in them, devolves on 

the school. Although the serious gaps of past curricula in this 

connection have been eliminated, it is still necessary to sur-

mount the passivity of some teaching staff, and unfortunately, 

also of some organizations of the Union of Communist Youth 

in relation to the musical activity of youth, to its wish for ex-

pressing its élan, optimism and love of life by songs.

5  THE RIGHT TO PUBLISH

In connection with this, allow me to tell you a story I 

too have heard. Once upon a time — this is how all stor-

ies begin — there was no State Committee for Culture and 

Art nor the Writers’ Union, nor even the cultural section 

of the Central Committee, nor state publishing houses and 

editors-in-chief of literary publications, neither censure and 

not even the literary fund, thus no possibility of giving loans 

or advance payment for literature not yet written. So nobody 

limited the freedom of writing. A poet lived at that time — 

as is said about Prince Charming — who was not quite 20 

years old when he started to believe that he was greater than 

the famous poets, with very many poems to their credit, and 
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white hair. And that he should seem even greater, our poet 

climbed into a very high tower — I don’t know whether it 

was built of clay or ivory — and started to read from a note-

book. Some passers-by stopped and listened, but most went 

their way quietly. It is true, one man, with white hair, after 

having listened, not understanding anything, asked the poet 

to translate what he read. Angrily, the poet answered: how 

should I translate what I have read in the language everybody 

here knows? If you did not understand, it means that you 

are guilty, that you are an uneducated person. My poems are 

not meant for you, but for cultured people who will be born 

centuries from now or who might have been born on other 

planets. And our poet, in his haughtiness, asked that the tow-

er in which he wrote his poems be erected still higher. �is 

is a long story, but it is said that at a given moment the poet 

climbed down from the tower with great ado and went — I 

don’t know whether on horseback or on foot, as at that time 

there were no trams, or buses, not even private cars — to the 

man who at that time occupied himself with transcribing dif-

ferent documents and works. And when he got there, our poet 

saw the man who listened to him and asked him to translate 

his poems for his listeners. Looking down on him, although 

now he was standing on the soil, the poet said: I came to you 

that you transcribe my poems in 50 copies and as this will 

take you some time you should pay me on the spot the copy-

right. �e owner of the publishing house — a private enter-

prise, because as I have already said, state publishing houses 

had not been set up at that time — looked up to the poet and 

said: well, man, how do you want me to transcribe so many 

copies when the cultured readers for whom you write have 

not yet been born? For a single reader, that is you yourself, the 

copy you have is sufficient. If, however, you still want me to 

transcribe 50 copies of the poems then I would ask you to pay 
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me for my work. On getting this reply, the poet considered 

himself very wronged, left angrily and again climbed in his 

tower and started to cry that there was no freedom of speech. 

�e story does not say what happened to our poet afterwards. 

Probably, as all stories go, he is still there now. We would like 

that today there should not be poets like the one in the story, 

who do not find readers on earth, among the inhabitants of 

their times. We must say that, fortunately, almost all our writ-

ers write for the people in whose midst they are living, for 

them to understand. Writing for them, skilfully describing 

their life, foments and aspirations, they concomitantly lay the 

foundations of lastingness in time of the works they produce, 

convey a humane message that will find deep response also 

in the consciousness of the generations to come, of those who 

will live in the epochs to come.

6  THE REHABILITATION OF THOSE  
WHO WERE PURGED

�e Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee, on dis-

cussing the problem of the rehabilitation of some Party and 

state officials, reviewed the activity of the Party and of its 

executive throughout a whole historical period. �is because 

we cannot analyse and establish the causes which led to a 

series of transgressions without really taking into account the 

entire period and everything that had happened at that time.

Certainly, the question could be posed whether it was ne-

cessary or it was not necessary for us to analyse these ques-

tions now, whether it were not better to consider that we had 

nothing to rehabilitate here. Also, another question could be 

posed: by discussing these problems, would not the Party ac-

tivity of a particularly important, heroic period be shaded? I 
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think that these questions can be answered unhesitatingly. 

No, we do not shade in any way the Party’s heroic activity, 

because we do not confound the tremendous activity con-

ducted by the Party with the abuses and misdeeds committed 

by people to whom the Party spirit is alien.

�e Presidium and the Executive Committee, and the 

Central Committee of the Party, are very correctly acting and 

comply with the high duty devolving upon them before the 

Party and people — by clarifying these things in full objec-

tivity, by establishing truth and showing whether the arrest-

ing and repressing of some Party and state officials were or 

were not founded. We must do this with full awareness as 

Party members.

Of course, comrades, we do this as we feel great bitter-

ness, since for a long while we were used to think and de-

clare publicly, with great satisfaction, that we had nothing 

to rehabilitate here, that abuses and transgressions of Party 

democracy and of socialist legality did not occur in Romania. 

Moreover, it was said that we were very fortunate to have had 

someone to defend the Party and state activists. And here we 

are suddenly compelled to note that we too have obligations 

in the matter of rehabilitation — and, unfortunately, that 

there are many Party and state activists we have to rehabili-

tate. Some posthumously, others alive, who suffered different 

sanctions and repressions. We have, so to speak, the feeling 

that we suddenly awoke from a fine dream, and noted that 

reality is quite different. �is conclusion was reached on the 

basis of a thorough analysis of the facts which demonstrates 

that many abuses were committed during that period, that 

those who organized them stained their hands with the blood 

of Pătrășcanu and of other Party and state activists.

�erefore, we have a moral and political obligation to 

re-establish the actual truth. Only thus are we fulfilling 
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our duty as communists whom the Party and people have 

invested with a great responsibility. By casting full light on 

these highly significant questions, we express our high spirit 

of responsibility towards the Party, towards the people, to-

wards the cause of socialism in Romania.

�e disclosure of the abuses and illegalities committed 

in that period will not diminish, but on the contrary, will 

still more strengthen the authority and prestige of our Party 

before the people, which will see in it a Party that knows how 

to courageously lay bare the shortcomings, to fight for their 

elimination, to re-establish truth and ensure the strength-

ening of socialist legality in Romania.

In the troubled history of our people, many abuses and 

crimes were committed against the people, but the ruling 

classes, the bourgeois-landlord parties always tried to justify 

them, to conceal reality and truth. However, history, time — 

the supreme judge — always did justice and condemned the 

perpetrators of the misdeeds. We are communists and cannot 

act in this way, cannot leave it to history and time to bring 

clarification. It is we who have the duty and task to do justice 

— and do it today, when those who know the realities and 

know how things happened are alive. To leave this to history 

and time would signify to contribute perhaps towards con-

cealing truth and falsifying it. For, if today there are people 

like Drăghici, who try to deceive the Party and the people, to 

deny the facts, even in the presence of those who witnessed 

them as they did happen before their eyes, later it would be 

much more difficult to re-establish truth.

Our Communist Party is strong precisely because it is ca-

pable of analysing its own activity critically and self-critically. 

�is is a proof of its strength and earnestness. At the same 

time, this also constitutes the sure guarantee that the neces-

sary measures for redress will be taken, that everything will 

87

be done to prevent the repetition of such reprovable acts in 

the future, I wish to emphasize before the Party activists the 

earnestness and high responsibility of the Central Committee 

in analysing these questions. In doing so, the Central Com-

mittee is creditably fulfilling the mission entrusted by the 

Congress, that of ensuring leadership of the entire political 

and social activity in the interval between Congresses and the 

task outlined by the 9th Congress of re-establishing the Len-

inist standards in our Party, the Party democracy, the socialist 

democracy, of liquidating forever the abuses and illegalities, 

and of bringing the culprits to account.

We heard the report of the Party Commission and the 

accounts by many speakers at the Central Committee Plenary 

Meeting or speakers here. We can infer that that period saw 

the committing of many abuses, grave cases of repression of 

some Party and state officials, among which the Pătrășcanu 

case is perhaps the most flagrant and most telling. But it is 

not the only one.

As was shown at the Plenary Meeting, the Party Commis-

sion, assigned by the Executive Committee, studied — with 

the contribution of a large number of party functionaries — 

during two and a half years, files totalling over 50,000 pages, 

striving to unravel the threads of this monstrous frame-up 

— the Pătrășcanu case. �e Commission, formed of veteran 

Party members, examined the documents, had discussions 

with a large number of persons, both among those involved in 

the trial and also with those who undertook the investigation, 

reaching the conclusions you have learned.

For the way in which they have fulfilled the task entrusted 

to them, the Central Committee Plenary Meeting expressed 

thanks to the comrades on the commission, to all the activists 

who worked to re-establish the truth. It is now beyond any 

doubt that the arrest and sentencing of Pătrășcanu had no 
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justification whatsoever, that there was actually a foul frame-

up, that Pătrășcanu was the victim of a dastard assassination.

Worthy of note is that this took place in 1954, when in 

other socialist countries, in the Soviet Union, a course was 

starting towards the disclosure of such illegalities and towards 

the rehabilitation of their victims. �erefore, it is even more 

ununderstandable why precisely at that time appeared this 

haste to judge him and execute him two days later, in a pre-

cipitated manner, by shooting him in the back.

Furthermore, the commission, in analysing the accusa-

tions that were brought against Foriș, that he allegedly was an 

agent of the enemy, has found that he was innocent, that he 

was executed without legal grounds existing and even without 

trial — that, consequently, in this case too, in point of fact 

there was an assassination.

From the study of more cases and trials, including the 

Vasile Luca trial, the Danube-Black Sea canal trial and others, 

likewise, appears the groundlessness of many accusations and 

many sentences in those days. All these are acts which our 

Party reproves and condemns with utmost firmness. How-

ever, they are at the same time acts of drastic accusation and 

condemnation of those who initiated and committed them. 

�ey accuse and condemn Alexandru Drăghici as the organ-

izer and executor of these criminal actions against the Party 

and state activists, accuse and condemn Gheorghiu-Dej, who 

initiated and sponsored these actions.

We shall also have to establish the truth with regard to 

the sanctions against some Party and state activists who suf-

fered during that period.

7  THE RESPONSIBILITY OF  
FORMER LEADERS FOR THE PURGES
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As it is already known, on the basis of the decisions of 

the 9th Congress, the Central Committee has several times 

examined a number of mistakes, excesses and illegal actions 

committed in a certain period of the activity of our Party and 

of our socialist state, and which cost the lives of some out-

standing Party activists, among whom also that of Lucreţiu 

Pătrășcanu. A large number of activists were persecuted and 

expelled from the Party. Following a thorough-going analysis, 

the April 1968 Plenum of the Central Committee adopted 

the decision to rehabilitate them, considering that the char-

ges brought against them at that time had been false while 

some of them were provocatively fabricated. After the April 

Plenum, these problems were debated throughout the Party 

and it is not necessary now to dwell on them extensively. �e 

Central Committee proposes that the Congress should con-

firm the decisions of the April 1968 Plenum and the measures 

adopted subsequently for the political and legal rehabilitation 

of those who had to suffer unjustly. In this way, we shall per-

form a great act of justice, and we shall restore the honour 

and the prestige both of the respective activists and of our 

Communist Party.

During the debates in 1968, some comrades raised the 

problem of the responsibility of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej. 

�ere is no doubt that a large share of the responsibility for 

what happened devolves on Gheorghiu-Dej, all the more so 

as he dealt directly with certain cases. �at is why now, when 

we analyse that state of things, we are entitled and obliged to 

criticize and blame the

negative aspects in the activity of Gheorghiu-Dej. In do-

ing this, we do not want to diminish the activity and the 

merits of Gheorghiu-Dej to the Party and people. It is com-

mon knowledge that both in the years of the underground 

activity, in prison and more especially after Liberation, he 
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played a front-ranking role in the Party and state. For twenty 

years, as First Secretary of the Party Central Committee, 

Gheorghiu-Dej held an important place in the whole activity 

for building socialism; the Party and the people highly appre-

ciate his work.

As I have already said, a survey of the twenty-five years 

which have elapsed since our Liberation is an impressive one; 

our country has reached a high stage of development. It would 

have been pleasant for all of us if the phenomena to which I 

referred had not taken place. But the facts did occur and now 

we can no longer change anything. Nevertheless, we are duty 

bound to the Party and the people to take all measures in 

order to make it impossible for such states of affairs ever to be 

repeated, to ensure the unswerving observance in the future 

of the norms of Party democracy and of socialist lawfulness, 

so that nobody should be ever sentenced or punished without 

a justified reason in our society.

5
ECONOMIC POLICY
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1  THE CENTRAL TASK OF 
INDUSTRIALIZATION

Proceeding from the materialist outlook, according to which 
the decisive factor of social progress, of the �ourishing of the na-
tional economy and of the raising of the living standard of the 
population is the sustained development of the productive forces, 
our Party has channelled all e�orts along the country�s social-
ist industrialization. Of course, the development of industry, 

the building of new aggregate works, industrial complexes, 

factories and power stations, their endowment with modern 

technics, have required and continue to require sustained 

material efforts from the whole people, and the allocation of 

a big portion of the country’s national income. Yet, without 

the fast development of a modern industry, the liquidation of 

the lag in our economy, the narrowing down of the gap be-

tween us and the developed countries are inconceivable. �is 

truth is all the more valid in the conditions of the contempor-

ary technical-scientific revolution and of the fast progress of 

present-day science and technics.

�e result of the consistent implementation of the policy 

of industrialization is mirrored by the fact that in the years 

of socialist construction, this decisive branch of the national 

economy has recorded a remarkable upsurge, between 1950 

and 1966 the growth-rate of industrial output amounting, 

on the average, to more than 13 per cent. Industry has be-
come the leading branch of economy, its share in the creation of 
the national income increasing from 30.8 per cent in 1938 to 
approximately 50 per cent at present. �is is reflected in the 

whole economic and social life of the country, bringing about 

deep-going changes in the general structure of production, in 

the nature of exports, exerting a positive influence upon the 

living standards of the whole Romanian people. Substantial 
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changes have taken place in the pattern of Romanian indus-

try, the central place being held by the basic branches of heavy 

industry, on which depend the equipping of all sectors of the 

national economy and the ensurance of uninterrupted tech-

nical progress; the process of diversification of branches and 

subbranches has been accentuated; and there has been a rise 

in the degree of processing raw materials, in the degree of 

turning to account the country’s natural resources.

Deep-going transformations have been experienced in agri-
culture, in the Romanian countryside, wrested from their cen-
tury-old immobility and set on the road of a dynamic develop-
ment. �e transition of small-scale peasant production, with 

its limited possibilities, to large-scale socialist production has 

marked a profound revolution in rural life, in the relations of 

production in agriculture, creating favourable conditions for 

the rapid progress of this vital branch of the national econ-

omy. �e short period which has elapsed since the completion 

of cooperativization has evidenced the great potentialities and 

reserves of socialist agriculture. It should be underlined that in 
the process of socialist transformation, agriculture has constantly 
increased its plant and animal output, ensuring the necessary 
supplies of agricultural produce to the population, as well as the 
supplies for industry and for exports, thus contributing to the 
advance of the economy as a whole.

Parallel with industry and agriculture, the other branches 

of the national economy have also developed, there has been 

an improvement in the territorial distribution of the product-

ive forces, with certain regions which had lagged behind in 

the past recording high rates of industrial development these 

last few years. Modifications have taken place in the structure 

of labour, the number of people employed in industry having 

increased at a rapid rate, with the total number of wage earn-

ers throughout the economy going up 3.3 times as against 
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1938. �ere has also been a growth in the number of person-

nel with technical training; at present the national economy 

employs over 10.5 times more personnel possessing higher 

technical training than in 1938.

�e fundamental aim and the main result of the program of 
economic construction carried put by the Party and state consist 
in the permanent enhancement of the working people�s materi-
al and cultural well-being. �e national income in 1966 was 

over 4.5 times bigger than in 1950, recording an average year-

ly increase of about 10 per cent, while real wages increased 

2.4 times as against 1950. �e incomes of the peasantry have 

also risen. In the course of 15 years, the state has spent about 

200,000 million lei for social and cultural requirements; in 

1966 this expenditure was almost seven-fold that of 1950. A 

vast program of social and cultural constructions has been 

carried out; thousands of schools, cultural establishments and 

health protection units have been built; and a particular up-

surge has been experienced by housing construction in both 

town and the countryside.

2  PROBLEMS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION

In spite of the unquestionable successes we have attained 

in the industrialization of the country, industry keeps lag-

ging behind the advanced countries. In heavy industry itself, 

especially in the machine-building sector, there are dispro-

portions which are getting ever more visible, creating diffi-

culties in the development of the entire economy. So, in a 

number of branches of the machine-building industry, we are 

still largely turning out the rough part of equipments, while 

fine mechanics, electric installations, machine-tools and auto-

mation installations are largely ensured from imports. �is 
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situation is also reflected in the prices we get in the export 

of machine-tools per ton, as compared with other countries. 

In 1964 we have got 420 pounds sterling per ton, while, as it 

is revealed by the international economic publications of the 

same year, Bulgaria got 500, France 968, the German Federal 

Republic 946 and Switzerland 1,724 pounds. �is shows us 

the great tasks we are still confronted with on the line of high-

grade use of metal, the increase in the technical standard of 

machine-building industry. Significant in the same context 

is the fact that at the exported electric machinery and equip-

ment we obtained in 1965 per ton 5,468 lei foreign currency, 

while for the same equipment we are paying at importation 

11,579 lei foreign currency.

�e low level of development and of diversification of our 

machine building is the consequence of the long neglecting 

of important sectors of modern science and technology. You 

know that it is only this year that we have proceeded to the 

setting up of a number of research institutes meant to help the 

development of the key domains of modern industry: the In-

stitute for Electronic Research, the Institute for Research and 

Designing for Automobiles and Tractors, the Research and 

Design Institute for Machine-Tools, the Research and Design 

Institute for Hoisting and Transporting Machines, the Ship-

building Research and Design Institute, the Boiler Research 

and Design Centre and the Chemical Equipment Research 

and Design Centre. We must note that in other countries 

such institutes have been functioning for many years now.

After the 9th Congress, when a more detailed analysis 

was made of the conditions in the above-mentioned sectors, 

we have drawn up special programs of measures meant to 

ensure the liquidation of these lags.

With good reason, one may ask: why are we in such a 

stage? A first explanation is that we have started from a low 
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development level, as compared with the more advanced 

countries. But this explanation is only partly valid today. We 

must not forget that we have covered 18 years of planned 

economy. We have always underlined that our economic 

policy is focused on the development of heavy industry, espe-

cially of the machine-building industry. Facts show, however, 

that in spite of the achievements recorded, in practice we have 

not ensured the attainment of this objective in step with the 

requirements of contemporary technology. �erefore, it is ne-

cessary to apply ourselves to this matter with full attention.

In 1967, just as in the ensuing years. we shall have to 

make great efforts to do away with the existing lags in the 

iron-and-steel industry — especially as regards the output 

of special steels for which a special program of measures has 

been elaborated during this year — and in machine building. 

Only thus shall we be able to secure the modernization of our 

economy, to bring it nearer to the economies of the advanced 

countries.

To this end, we shall have to achieve more than what we 

have set ourselves at Congress, to rally all our forces so that 

until 1970 we should create a lasting basis for the develop-

ment of these branches. If we do not manage to achieve this 

during the Five-Year Plan, difficulties will arise in the ensuing 

years which will make themselves felt strongly in the develop-

ment of society. We must not forget that all countries, both 

socialist and capitalist, are now making great efforts for the 

development and the modernization of industry, of the entire 

economy.

As you could note from the study of the Plan, we are de-

voting great attention to the proportional development of all 

branches of the national economy. In this context we shall 

have to pay increased attention in the coming years to the 

consumer goods industry. Even though higher rises are en-



98

visaged in the 1967 plan than those established by the 9th 

Congress, the consumer goods industry will still continue re-

maining behind the working people’s requirements. �is is 

the reality. It is a consequence of the fact that due attention 

was not devoted in the past to the light and food industries.

Without doubt we have been right in concerning ourselves 

mainly with the heavy industry, but this priority should not 

signify neglecting or underestimating the consumer goods 

production. We should not forget that, ultimately, the whole 

of the production activity of society is intended for man, for 

the satisfaction of the growing requirements of the popula-

tion. A fairly large amount has been said about this; we have 

to act firmly for the attainment of this essential desideratum 

of our Party’s policy.

In the ensuing years we shall have to find supplement-

ary resources and material means to secure a more marked 

development, higher than provided for under the Five-Year 

Plan, of the consumer goods industry. It is our duty to do our 

utmost for the satisfaction of the steadily growing, multilat-

eral requirements of our entire people.

3  JOINT ECONOMIC PROJECTS

We lay stress on the possibility of building economic pro-

jects in cooperation with other countries, provided they are 

owned and managed by our country. �e building may be 

envisaged in Romania of industrial projects with a foreign 

partner delivering equipment and outfit on long-term credit, 

payable in products turned out by the respective enterprise 

or, possibly, in other goods. Cooperation may be carried out 

with foreign firms in the common delivery of equipment, in-

stallations and components to third markets, with the Roma-
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nian side acting either as main supplier or auxiliary supplier; 

cooperation in the production of machines, equipment and 

plant to meet the needs of both sides, each of them producing 

certain units or sub-units; manufacture in Romania of units, 

devices and equipment on the basis of licence and documen-

tation supplied by the foreign partner with the obligation of 

ensuring to the latter the respective necessities for a longer 

period. Feasible is also the building by the Socialist Republic 

of Romania of industrial projects or the supply of technic-

al assistance, licences and documentation to other countries, 

payable in products of the respective enterprises or in other 

commodities. �e possibility also exists of cooperation with 

trade companies abroad for the sale of Romanian products, 

our participation in the creation of such trade companies 

included. We also think of technical-scientific cooperation, 

of participation in programs of scientific research with other 

countries, on the basis of conventions ensuring the settlement 

of both sides’ obligations.

More initiative and determination must be manifest in 

carrying out economic and technical-scientific cooperation 

with the socialist countries, as well as with capitalist countries 

and developing countries. �e fact must be understood that 

the future high-rate development of our economy is directly 

linked to the expansion of international cooperation. A sure 

and long-range perspective of Romania’s foreign economic 

relations must be secured, both as concerns export and the 

achievement of firm imports. In this way, ever better condi-

tions will be created for the elaboration of long-term econom-

ic plans, for the general progress of our socialist society.

4  THE DECENTRALIZATION OF 
CONTROL OF FOREIGN TRADE
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It must be stressed that excessive centralization of foreign 

trade has started to become a brake in the good unfolding of 

export and import. It is necessary that the role of the econom-

ic ministries and of the big enterprises should grow more, both 

in export and import activity. �ey must have direct links 

with the main suppliers and foreign clients. �e responsibility 

of the economic ministries in carrying on foreign trade must 

grow in step with the increased attributions given to them. 

�e fulfilment of the export tasks must be a basic criterion in 

assessing the activity of producer enterprises and of economic 

ministries. Some measures have been taken, as you know, in 

this respect, but it is necessary that we act with more deter-

mination; we must not be afraid of introducing new methods 

in foreign trade activity. We must find the most elastic forms 

of organization, and must promote them with more courage 

and determination in order to develop Romania’s foreign eco-

nomic relations.

�e decentralization of foreign trade activity must not 

and will not at all diminish the responsibility of the Min-

istry of Foreign Trade. On the contrary, its responsibility in 

achieving a unitary policy of foreign trade and in raising the 

economic efficiency of the latter will increase still more. �e 

Ministry of Foreign Trade must carry on a more intense ac-

tivity of broadening Romania’s commercial relations with the 

countries of the world.

It is necessary that we proceed in the shortest possible 

time to the setting up of a special body for prospecting the 

foreign market, for studying the market conjuncture, the 

development prospects of world economy, the possibilities 

for the sale of products and the import of raw materials and 

auxiliary materials, for knowing the price fluctuation in the 

world market.
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5  ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH  
FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Concurrently, as its economy develops, our country extends 
its multilateral exchanges with other states having di�erent so-
cial systems. In the last few years, Romania’s economic rela-

tionships, trade exchanges, scientific and cultural cooperation 

with the West European countries, as well as with countries 

on the other continents, have extended and intensified in the 

interests of all sides, of the cause of progress and peace the 

world over. Our country steadily promotes relations of friendly 
cooperation with the developing countries, supports their e�orts 
directed to the defence of national independence, to the independ-
ent development on the road to economic and social progress � 
against imperialism and neo-colonialism.

Taking into account the role and the ever-greater import-

ance of economic and technical-scientific cooperation in the 

conditions of the continually deepening international division 

of labour and of the present-day technical-scientific revolu-

tion, in the course of this year, the Central Committee of 

the Party has established principles which are to underlie the 

extension of Romania’s cooperation and collaboration with 

other countries. Within the international economic and tech-
nical-scienti�c cooperation, our country furthers varied forms, 
among which are the joint building of economic projects, cooper-
ation in production and sales, and technical-scienti�c collabora-
tion with respect to themes and objectives of common interest as 
well as in other �elds.

It is in this spirit that Romania has addressed proposals 

for cooperation to the socialist states, proposals which are 

the subject of bilateral discussions; concurrently, negotiations 

with other countries are under way with a view to conclud-

ing agreements of cooperation in various fields. �e progress 
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of the negotiations with various countries evinces ever more 

strikingly the great possibilities which exist in this respect 

and justifies our preoccupations in developing international 

cooperation.

International collaboration and cooperation must serve the 
interests of all sides and must contribute to the creation of a great-
er stability in economic relations, must permit the accentuation 
of specialization in production and sales, and must facilitate eco-
nomic planning for the future. �e long-term economic agree-
ments have an especially important role in this respect. Our coun-

try has such agreements with the socialist countries and with 

a number of other countries; they constitute a lasting founda-

tion for the mutually advantageous development of commer-

cial exchanges in the future. �e Party and state leadership 

consider it necessary that our economic bodies should pay 

attention in the future as well to extending the practice of 

long-term agreements with other countries. �ey must study 

with a spirit of responsibility all the existing possibilities so 

as to ensure the rigorous observance of the mutual pledges 

assumed by the sides under these agreements. �is is all the 

more necessary as sometimes in practice the provisions of the 

long-term agreements are not fully observed, thus diminish-

ing the importance of these agreements and causing damages 

to one or another of the partners. �e annual revision of the 

agreements and especially the renunciation by one side or an-

other of some commitments negatively bear upon economic 

collaboration and cooperation, and upon long-term economic 

planning. It goes without saying that in such cases the very 

validity of the long-term agreements is called in question, and 

the impression is created moreover that their observance de-

pends on temporary conditions. It is necessary that in inter-

state relations, the existence of differences of views on one 

problem or another should not influence economic collabor-
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ation and cooperation, as these should effectively be founded 

on economic principles and criteria.

�e improvement of the forms of international cooper-

ation is a sustained and fully justified preoccupation in many 

countries. For the attainment of these desiderata, it is ne-

cessary, however, that desires should not be taken for realities, 
that any attempt of introducing forms that do not correspond 
to the actual stage of economic and socio-political development 
be avoided. Life proves that for a long time to come, cooper-

ation among states will have to be based on the principle of 

independent development of each national economy and that 

any form that leads to the violation of this principle is not or 

cannot be viable.

�e independent development of each national economy does 
not lead to isolation, but on the contrary, to the �ourishing of 
each free and sovereign country, and it permits the steady exten-
sion of economic collaboration and cooperation among countries. 
�e unfading efforts for the material and spiritual advance-

ment of the people, for the flourishing of the socialist system, 

can in no case be interpreted as a position of nationalistic se-

clusion, as ignoring the interests of the general cause of social-

ism. On the contrary, the stronger and more flourishing each 

socialist country becomes, the better each Communist Party 

solves the problems of building the new system, the stronger 

does the whole world socialist system become, the more last-

ing is international solidarity and the keener the influence of 

socialism in the world.

6  ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CMEA

In the particularly complex process of the crystallization 

of new international relations — relations between sovereign 
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socialist states, with equal rights, linked by the community of 

system and goals — shortcomings have also been manifest, 

inadequate forms and methods have sometimes been used; 

obviously, their elimination cannot but lead to the strength-

ening of comradely friendship and alliance, to a broader and 

more fruitful cooperation among the socialist countries. �is 

cooperation has to be organized in such a way as to help the 

progress of each national economy, the independent develop-

ment and multilateral blossoming of each socialist country, 

as a major condition for the consolidation of the forces of 

socialism throughout the world. �erefore, the good progress 

of this cooperation demands that no form and method should 

be admitted that would run counter to the established norms 

of relations between the socialist countries, since these would 

harm the national interests of different countries, their mu-

tual cooperation and the general interests of socialism.

In this spirit, our country promotes broad cooperation 

with all socialist countries and participates in the activity of 

the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance — being one 

of its founding members — standing for the perfecting of 

this body’s system of functioning so that it should contribute 

to a better turning to good account of the material and hu-

man resources of each member-country. We have appreciated 

and continue to appreciate that there are broad, unexplored 

possibilities for deepening cooperation between the socialist 

countries — in industry, agriculture, science, technique and 

other fields of activity — for the improvement of cooperation 

between our states.

�e improvement of CMEA activity is a question of high 

responsibility which can be solved by the consensus of all 

member-countries. We hold that in the process of improv-

ing the methods and forms of cooperation, one must pro-

ceed from the principles underlying the relations between the 
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socialist countries and the statute of the Council of Mutual 

Economic Assistance, which offers — for a long space of time 

— conditions and premises for the development of fruitful 

cooperation. In this context, we wish to stress again that the 

opinions and theses advocating the turning of CMEA into 

a super-state body, transitioning to a single plan and other 

similar proposals, do not correspond to the conditions of 

the present stage of development, to the requirements of the 

progress of each national economy and of cooperation among 

our countries. �eir adoption would generate difficulties and 

deepen a series of differences of views. �erefore, we stand 

for firm action in implementing the CMEA principles and 

statute.

Cooperation within CMEA must be conducive to an en-

hanced technical level of production, and must contribute to 

meeting to a higher degree the requirements of each social-

ist member-country. �erefore, we think it justified that ef-

forts be made for better organizing the relations between the 

economic organizations of these countries, for ensuring that 

delivery in keeping with reciprocal orders be effected in due 

time and in conditions of adequate quality. Any delay, just 

as non-observance of other contract obligations, harm both 

economic activity in the socialist countries and good relations 

among them. �at is why we hold it necessary to ensure such 

relations of economic cooperation that should lead to the 

strengthening of the unity of our countries, that should in no 

way be affected even if different points of view would arise on 

one or another problem.

Really useful would be a broadened framework of cooper-

ation within CMEA by ensuring the necessary conditions for 

the participation in its activity, of other socialist countries, of 

other states, as stipulated by the CMEA statute.

As far as we are concerned, we are determined to hence-
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forth make top every effort for the development of the re-

lations of friendship and cooperation with all the socialist 

countries — members or not of CMEA — for perfecting 

the forms and methods of cooperation with these countries, 

based on the established norms of relationship between so-

cialist states. At the same time, Romania will further act, 

in the framework of the international division of labour, for 

expanding cooperation with all countries, regardless of their 

social-economic system, convinced as she is that this complies 

with the necessities of progress in the world today, contributes 

to the intensification of a mutually advantageous exchange 

of material assets, to rapprochement among peoples and the 

improvement of the international climate.

6
ROMANIA AND  

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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1  THE FOUNDATIONS OF  
ROMANIAN FOREIGN POLICY

As an active factor in the world arena, Romania promotes 

a peaceful foreign policy and carries out a consistent activity 

to lessen international tension, develop cooperation among 

the nations and consolidate world peace.

In keeping with the fundamental interests of the Roma-

nian people and of the cause of peace and socialism, our coun-

try centres her foreign policy on close friendship and frater-

nal alliance with the socialist countries. In the last few years, 

Romania’s relations of friendship and cooperation with all 

the countries of the world socialist system have continued to 

expand many-sidedly; mutual visits have taken place of Party 

and government delegations with representatives from the 

Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China, the Hungarian 

People’s Republic, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the So-

cialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the Polish People’s Re-

public, the Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia, the German 

Democratic Republic, the People’s Republic of Albania, the 

Korean People’s Democratic Republic, the Democratic Re-

public of Vietnam, the Mongolian People’s Republic and the 

Republic of Cuba. �ese visits have occasioned the discussion, 

in a comradely spirit, of various problems of mutual interest 

and have contributed to the strengthening of the friendship 

and cooperation between our peoples.

Our country considers it an internationalist duty of hers to 
continuously develop fraternal relations with all socialist coun-
tries, making her active contribution to the unity and cohesion of 
the world socialist system.

Acting in the spirit of peaceful coexistence, Romania 

stands for the establishment of relations of cooperation with 

all countries, irrespective of their socio-political system. We 
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consider that every nation has something to offer and stands 

to profit in the circulation of material and spiritual assets cre-

ated by the peoples.

�e last few years have witnessed the development and 

improvement of relations, especially economic, between Ro-

mania and a number of West-European countries; thus old 

traditional links have been resumed. We note with satisfac-

tion that in recent years, relations have been expanded and 

links have been established with new states in Asia, Africa 

and Latin America.

We appreciate the positive evolution of the relations be-

tween our country and Greece* in the spirit of the friendship 

which has always existed between our peoples. We wish our 

relations with Turkey to follow a similar path. �e develop-

ment of good-neighbourly and friendly relations between all 

the Balkan states corresponds to the common interests of our 

countries, cooperation in this geographical area and the con-

solidation of peace.

Our country will go on expanding her economic, tech-

nical-scientific and cultural relations with all states, consid-

ering that the multilateral exchanges on the basis of mutual 

advantages without any political conditions, without restric-

tions and discriminations, help to ease international tension, 

to bring the peoples closer together and play a significant part 

in strengthening the peace.

�e international policy of our country is based on the solid 
and permanent foundation of the principles of sovereignty and 
national independence, equal rights, non-interference in inter-
nal a�airs and mutual advantage. Romania campaigns for the 

consistent promotion of these principles in the international 

* �is was before the Greek military coup of April 1967. For attitude 

to the coup, see “Attitude to States with Different Social Systems,” p. 

188. (Ed.)
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arena, considering their observance as an essential condition 

of the development of cooperation between states, the increase 

of confidence between the peoples, and of respect for the in-

alienable right of every people to decide their own destiny.

Participating in the work of the United Nations Organ-

ization, Romania has consistently declared herself in favour 

of improving the activity of this international body so that 

it may reflect the developments in the contemporary world. 

We consistently declare ourselves for the universality of the 

UNO, and for the restoration of the lawful rights of the 

People’s Republic of China, a great world power and the only 

state entitled to represent the Chinese people.

Our country militates for the cessation of the arms race 

and for disarmament, for the creation of nuclear-free zones, 

an unconditional ban on nuclear weapons and the total de-

struction of the existing stocks of such weapons. Life has con-

firmed that the division of the world into military blocs ag-

gravates international tension, fosters distrust between states, 

the existence of the aggressive NATO, SEATO and CENTO 

pacts being conducive to and favouring tendencies of domin-

ation on the part of imperialist states over other states. Our 

country takes a resolute stand for the abolition of all military 

blocs.

Foreign military bases and troops stationed on the terri-

tory of other states exert a negative influence on international 

relations. Engaging ever more directly in the fight against 

the democratic movements everywhere, the U.S. has come 

to have nearly half of its armed forces in various parts of the 

world. In the interests of strengthening peace and abolishing 

all forms of interference in the internal affairs of the peoples, 

Romania stands for the liquidation of military bases and the 

withdrawal of all foreign troops from the territory of other 

states.
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Removing the remnants of the Second World War through 

the conclusion of the German peace treaty, and starting with 

the recognition of the historical fact of the existence of the 

two German states, would go a long way towards improving 

the international atmosphere.

Militating in defence of peace and for the reduction of 

international tension, our country attaches great importance 

to the strengthening of her defence capacity. In the future, 

too, the Party and government will show the greatest con-

cern for equipping and training our Armed Forces so that, 

alongside the armed forces of the other member-states of the 

Warsaw Treaty and of all the socialist countries, they should 

be ready at any time to carry out their sacred mission of de-

fending the revolutionary gains of the people, the independ-

ence of the Homeland, the cause of socialism and peace.

Our people regard the future with the confidence that 

the joint struggle of the peoples and the common action of 

all the forces of peace will ensure the triumph of the cause of 

peace which serves the fundamental interests of all mankind. 

Romania will constantly and stintlessly strive for the victory 

of this grand cause!

2  THE ROLE OF SMALL STATES IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

One of the features of our era is greater and greater participa-
tion of the small- and medium-sized countries in the settlement 
of international issues. �e concept according to which man-

kind’s destiny lies solely in the hands of the Great Powers does 

no longer correspond to the new conditions of social develop-

ment. Reality demonstrates that the settlement of international 
disputes can no longer be decided only by the Great Powers, as 
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this depends nowadays on the active cooperation of all the states 
of the world. Of course, owing to their potential and influ-

ence, the Great Powers have a great responsibility for the fate 

of peace, and they can make an essential contribution to the 

averting of a new war and to the ensuring of peace, as well as 

the strengthening of international security. �eir positive role 

in world progress is directly proportional to the responsibility 

they evince in defence of the standards of international justice, 

in the promotion of equal rights between states, of the prin-

ciples of the independence and sovereignty of the peoples and 

of non-interference in internal affairs. Worthy of note is also 

the fact that disregard or underestimation of the contribution 

the small- and medium-sized states can make to international 

life renders difficult the settlement of present-day issues, and 

harms peace and cooperation among peoples. Nowadays, a 

growing number of medium-sized and small states are firmly 

and perseveringly stepping in the world political arena, refuse 

to any longer play the part of pawn at the service of the inter-

ests of the big imperialist powers, and rise against any form 

of domination and promote an independent policy. By acting 
with vigour and militancy in defence of their legitimate interests 
and rights, the medium-sized and small countries can play an 
outstanding part in international life and considerably in�uence 
the course of events, contributing towards the safeguarding of 
world peace and security. One may say that in our days each 

state, each nation, big or small, bears responsibility for the 

fate of peace, is in duty bound to make its active contribution 

towards the preventing of a new war, to international detente, 

to the strengthening of friendship and cooperation among 

peoples.
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3  ATTITUDE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Our country participates confidently and with interest in 

the activity of the United Nations and of its specialized bod-

ies, convinced as it is that a remarkable role devolves on them 

in supporting the peoples’ efforts for progress and prosperity, 

in the noble work of strengthening cooperation among na-

tions, of building a world of peace and understanding among 

states.

Romania — a socialist country engaged in a vast pro-

cess of economic and social construction, which ensures the 

Romanian people’s development on the road of material and 

spiritual civilization, the many-sided flourishing of human 

personality — expresses in her foreign policy actions full and 

constant endorsement of the ideas of expanding cooperation 

among nations, actively cooperates in the exploration of all 

efficient means and ways of cooperation and understanding 

between states. Devoted to the spirit of and the principles laid 

down in the Charter of the United Nations, our country is 

determined to continue to work with utmost firmness for the 

implementation of the ideals of peace, friendship and under-

standing among peoples, to make its full contribution to the 

solving of the political, economic and social problems facing 

today the international community.

7
RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST 
PARTIES ABROAD AND OTHER 

COMMUNIST COUNTRIES
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1  RELATIONS WITHIN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

As you know, comrades, during the recent period in the 

international communist movement there has been an inten-

sification of attacks by some parties against other ones, and 

the divergencies and the danger of increasing the splitting 

have aggravated. �is fact arouses deep alarm in us, just as 

in other parties. �e causes that have led to the present situ-

ation in the working-class movement are complex and it is 

not the time today to discuss them. Certainly, there are many 

differences in appreciating the phenomena of the contempor-

ary epoch, but, in our opinion, essential is the fact that the 

old practices of imposing points of view from the outside, of 

interfering in the internal affairs of other parties, has not yet 

been renounced. �at is why instead of a principled analysis, 

of a calm approach of the differences of views on the problems 

of contemporary development, there have been insinuations, 

exerting of pressure and accusations of all kinds, repetition of 

known tendencies of condemnation of some by others. �e 

most profound interests of the international working class call 

for a complete renunciation of such practices, for efforts on 

the line of seeking ways of unity, of applying in the relations 

between all the fraternal countries and parties the standards 

based on respect for the principles of independence, of equal 

rights and mutual respect, of non-interference in domestic 

affairs, of socialist internationalism. What unites the com-

munist parties and socialist countries, is, in our opinion, fun-

damental and prevails over the divergencies and differences 

of views, over what is now dividing the working-class move-

ment. Every step directed towards the strengthening of the 

unity between the socialist countries, between the fraternal 

parties, is welcome.
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It is known that one of the characteristics of the revolu-

tionary struggle in our time is the tremendous diversity of 

specific conditions and situations in which the communist 

parties must carry on their activity. �e communist parties 

in the socialist countries are in power, lead the work for the 

revolutionary transformation of society, and are responsible 

for the elaboration and implementation of the state policy. 

Even these parties work in different conditions, have different 

tasks in keeping with both the economic and social develop-

ment level and the stage reached in socialist construction. It is 

no secret for anybody that there are socialist countries for ex-

ample where cooperativization has not been achieved. Quite 

different tasks confront the parties in the countries where 

cooperativization has been completed. �e parties in the cap-

italist world are in the opposition and fight for democratic 

rights and liberties, for winning power from the hands of the 

exploiting classes. �e communist parties and the progres-

sive movements in the recently liberated countries militate for 

the consolidation of national sovereignty, against neo-coloni-

alism, for doing away with economic backwardness and for 

progressive transformations in society. At the same time all 

the communists are faced with numerous special problems, 

generated by the differences existing from one country to the 

other. �e interests of international solidarity demand that 

account be taken of these differences, an outcome of the very 

development of contemporary society, and which lead to dif-

ferentiated approaches to the concrete tasks, to varied modes 

of action in a certain circumstance, to different interpreta-

tions of some current events. �at is why the way in which 

each party establishes its political line and revolutionary 

strategy and tactics cannot be an object of dispute, must not 

become a reason for misunderstandings. In the cooperation 

between the communist parties of the socialist countries and 
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those in the capitalist countries, account must be taken of 

the specific conditions in which each of them carries on its 

activity, finding the most suitable ways for the assertion and 

development of international solidarity without subordinat-

ing the political line, revolutionary strategy and tactics of one 

to another, without some of them assuming special rights of 

imposing their points of view on others.

In our opinion, an important reason of the divergencies 

in the communist movement is the transgression of the basic 

norms of the relations among parties, which must be built 

on mutual confidence and esteem, on the principles of fully 

equal rights and proletarian internationalism, on the observ-

ance of each Party’s right to independently establish its pol-

itical line, applying the general truths of Marxism-Leninism 

to the concrete conditions of the country in which it carries 

on its activity. �e strict observance of these principles is to-

day, in our opinion, the sine qua non condition for remaking 

and strengthening the unity of the communist movement. 

We consider fully justified the anxiety that is being felt in 

the communist movement because of the tendencies that are 

manifest more and more pregnantly lately, that of labelling 

some parties, classifying some as rightist, others as leftist, pro-

claiming some of them nationalist and others internationalist. 

It is discussed that there could be a national communism, an 

international communism, or different other types of social-

ism. Yet it is known that socialism cannot be but one, and 

it is characterized by the socialization of the means of pro-

duction and by the achievement of a society in which both 

the political power and the means of production belong to 

the working class, to the people. �is is the essential condi-

tion, decisive criterion, on the basis of which it can be assessed 

whether a country is socialist or not, and not any other con-

siderations invented at the desk, divorced from life and from 
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reality. It is known, comrades, how much harm was done by 

the old methods used in the communist movement, which 

the parties combated at the time — methods of interfering in 

the affairs of another party, of labelling or excommunicating 

one party or another because in a certain problem it has its 

own, different opinion. Our Party considers that the interests 

of the unity, and the solidarity of the international working 

class, demand the resolute removal of these practices that can-

not but aggravate the divergencies between the communist 

and workers’ parties. Let everything be done for unity. Any 

interference in the domestic affairs of another party, any act 

of supporting groups or isolated members of other parties, 

are not only of no help to the respective party, but on the 

contrary, lead to weakening its unity and consequently are 

incompatible with the internationalist relations among par-

ties. In these conditions, each party has the right and duty to 

take every measure it deems necessary to defend its unity and 

cohesion, to strengthen its fighting capacity.

�e unity of the communist and working-class move-

ments is founded on the unity of each communist party — 

therefore one of the conditions of international solidarity is 

the concern for each detachment of the working class to be 

as powerful and united as possible in order to be able to suc-

cessfully fulfil its role both in the domestic political struggle 

and the international communist movement. �is is one of 

the fundamental demands of the development of the unity 

and international solidarity of the communists, of the work-

ing people.

2  THE SINOSOVIET SPLIT AND 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST RELATIONS
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As was shown also by the representatives of other parties, 

for several years serious divergencies exist between the so-

cialist countries, elements of tension have appeared affecting 

their relations of cooperation and the unity of the world so-

cialist system. �e representatives of those parties who raised 

here the problem of a thorough-going analysis of the causes 

of these divergencies are right because it is only thus that the 

means can be found for their removal, for the strengthening 

of collaboration and unity between the socialist countries.

In our view we must start from the historically different 

conditions of development in which the socialist countries are 

carrying out their activities. �is leads to the appearance of 

variants in the assessment of certain phenomena, in the prac-

tical construction of the socialist system. But the fact that 

these different points of view and assessments are becoming 

divergencies and lead to tension, affecting mutual relations 

are especially due to subjective factors, to the lack of under-

standing for the diversity of conditions in development, to 

the disregard of the norms of relations between the socialist 

countries.

Of course, one has to take into account that the relations 

between the socialist countries have so far no precedent in the 

development of the world, that they are an entirely new phe-

nomenon in international life, a unique experience in the his-

tory of human society. In the development of these relations a 

number of shortcomings and anomalies can appear, which in 

our opinion, have a transient and remediable character. Such 

phenomena can and must disappear in the process of the con-

tinuous improvement of the internationalist cooperation be-

tween the peoples building the new system.

Already several years ago our Party became worried by 

the sharpening of the public polemics and the aggravation of 

the divergencies between the communist and workers’ par-
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ties, especially between the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union and the Chinese Communist Party. We expressed our 

view that the policy of no communist party should be blamed 

or condemned, neither at the congresses of other parties, nor 

at international meetings and reunions. In the spring of 1964, 

the Romanian Communist Party called both on the Com-

munist Party of the Soviet Union and the Chinese Commun-

ist Party not to extend and sharpen the polemics, and to act 

in such a way as to find means of solving diverging problems. 

Unfortunately, things have developed in such a way that a 

stage has been reached which we all know.

Comrades, this is obviously not the time and place to 

analyse the causes of this state of things, nor is it included on 

the agenda of our Conference; we did not intend to deal with 

them if they had not been raised in the discussion. Our dele-

gation wishes to emphasize that the Romanian Communist 

Party and our people are highly worried by the fact that con-

flicts and border clashes have occurred in the relations be-

tween the two big socialist countries.

At the same time, we note with satisfaction that the dec-

laration of the government of the Soviet Union proposes the 

solution of these problems by negotiations, and also that in 

her reply the Chinese People’s Republic declares herself in fa-

vour of discussions. We believe that it is only on this road, of 

discussions and negotiations, that all problems of any kind 

can and should be solved between socialist countries; any 

other way cannot but cause prejudice to the socialist world 

system, to our communist movement and to the influence of 

socialism in the world.

In this context, our Party believes that the blame and 

condemnation of the Chinese Communist Party voiced at 

this Conference, like condemnations of any other party in 

general, are not likely to create a climate favouring the settle-
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ment of divergencies and litigious problems.

As I have already declared in public and as I have told 

the Chinese comrades, we do not agree with the accusations 

made by them against the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union, against other communist parties. At the same time, 

we have told the Soviet comrades and comrades of other fra-

ternal parties that neither do we agree with their accusations 

of the Chinese Communist Party.

Whilst listening to some speeches at the Conference, we 

remembered that in the history of the communist movement 

there have been cases in the past when serious accusations, 

which later proved to be unfounded, had been made against 

some communist and workers’ parties, including those of so-

cialist countries. We all know what extremely serious conse-

quences such practices and methods had for the working-class 

movement and for the cause of socialism. Drawing all the 

conclusions from the mistakes made in the past, when the 

Romanian Communist Party participated in such campaigns, 

we here declare that we are firmly resolved not to repeat such 

mistakes and in no case to follow the road of accusing and 

condemning other communist and workers’ parties. Accus-

ations, blame, labellings and invectives — by whomsoever 

— can only lead to the sharpening of the tension and the 

deepening of disagreements; they are not of a nature to create 

conditions for the settlement of divergent problems, for the 

development of collaboration and unity among our parties. 

And calls in any shape or form by anybody from the outside 

for the replacement of the leading bodies of a communist or 

workers’ party could contribute even less to the normal rela-

tions between the parties.

We are deeply convinced that the only way of creating 

conditions for the normalization of relations between the 

communist and workers’ parties are comradely discussions, 
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the tackling of different viewpoints and of divergencies from 

the positions of Marxism-Leninism, proceeding from the in-

terests of one’s own people, of the working class, of the inter-

national communist movement and of the cause of socialism 

in the world. In this spirit we believe that our Conference 

must lead not to the deepening of the divergencies, but con-

tribute to smoothing the paths for their attenuation and elim-

ination. It is only thus that we shall respond to the hopes of 

the communists throughout the world, to the hopes of the 

working class and of all anti-imperialist forces.

Our delegation is empowered to again call upon all com-

munist and workers’ parties, whether they participate in the 

Conference or not, that we should endeavour, beyond exist-

ing dissensions and disagreements, to find the paths for union 

in the fight against imperialism and for our common cause, 

the cause of socialism and communism. �is is a vital re-

quirement of the present anti-imperialist struggle, the main 

internationalist duty at the present time.

3  THE CASE AGAINST A NEW 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 

COORDINATING CENTRE

Life has shown that the normal development of the com-

munist movement, the assertion of each communist party as 

a vanguard political force of the working class, of its people, 

are incompatible with the existence of an international co-

ordinating centre, with the practice of setting compulsory 

norms of conduct for the communist parties, norms which 

owing to the force of circumstances cannot take account of 

the concrete conditions under which they are carrying on 

their activity, of the tasks and targets specific to each party. 
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As far back as almost a century ago, Engels said in referring 

to the history of the “League of Communists”: “�e inter-

national movement of the European and American proletar-

iat has grown so strong by now that not only its first, narrow 

form — the Secret League — but even its second, infinitely 

more comprehensive form — the International Working-

men’s Association, a legal association — have become a chain 

for it; the mere feeling of solidarity, based on understanding 

of their identical class condition, is sufficient for uniting the 

workers in all lands...”* Furthermore, in 1943, the decision on 

the dissolution of the �ird International proceeded from the 

realistic recognition of the fact that, owing to the profound 

differences in the historical roads of development of the vari-

ous countries, in the nature of their social system, in the rate 

and level of their political, economic and social development, 

the existence of an international leading centre was raising 

unsurmountable obstacles in the activity of the communist 

parties. During the years that have elapsed since this deci-

sion, studying the complex social realities within which they 

have been carrying on their activity, mobilizing the working 

class, the broad mass of the people to fight against exploita-

tion and oppression, for socialism, democracy and peace, the 

communist and workers’ parties have tempered and matured 

politically, have strengthened their organizational force and 

are fulfilling better and better the lofty mission entrusted to 

them by history.

In the discussions with the representatives of a number 

of fraternal parties, the problem has been raised whether it 

is admissible or not for a Party member to establish without 

approval and over the head of the leadership relations with 

the representatives of another Party, whom he would inform 

* Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Works, vol. 21, Bucharest, Pub-

lishing House for Political Literature, 1965, Romanian ed., p. 224.
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on the activity in the ranks of the Party to which he belongs, 

to participate in actions against the political line of his own 

Party. �e answer to this can be but one: it is inadmissible 

under any form for a Party member to establish or to maintain 

over the head of the leadership relations with other parties, to 

supply information and to participate in actions against the 

political line of his own Party. In the light of the ideological 

and organizational principles of the Party of a new type, such 

acts are incompatible with the rules and provisions a com-

munist must observe, with the quality of a Party member.

Proletarian internationalism requires that principled re-

lations of cooperation and mutual assistance exist between 

the communist and workers’ parties. �ese relations must 

unfold in an organized framework, from Party to Party, from 

leadership to leadership. Attempt by a Party to establish re-

lations with members or groups of another Party outside the 

organized framework means an encroachment upon the prin-

ciple of proletarian internationalism, an action of splitting the 

unity of that party. Any support given by a Party, regardless 

of the reasons put forward, to members or groups of another 

Party, signifies an interference in the latter’s internal affairs, 

a disregard of the norms that must govern the relations be-

tween the communist parties, leads to weakening the unity of 

the Party, entails serious consequences to the class struggle it 

is waging, and in the socialist countries to the work of build-

ing socialism. Under such circumstances, each Party is fully 

entitled to take every measure it considers necessary so as to 

ensure its political and organizational unity, the implementa-

tion of its political line.
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4  ATTITUDE TOWARDS COUNTRIES 
WITH SIMILAR SOCIAL SYSTEMS

As you know, friendship and alliance with all the socialist 
countries is the central element of the foreign policy of Romania. 
�e fraternal solidarity with the socialist countries is based 

on the common social system we are building, on our com-

mon goals and aspirations, on the common interests of the 

struggle against imperialism and reaction — defence of the 

revolutionary gains of our peoples, the triumph of socialism 

and peace in the world.

Proceeding from the idea that the development of friend-

ly relations with the socialist countries accords both with 

the interests of our own people and with those of the other 

peoples, and represents an important factor for strengthening 

the might of the world socialist system and enhancing its in-

fluence in the world, our country is developing economic, 

political, cultural and scientific relations with all the socialist 

countries.

Convinced as they are that what unites the socialist coun-
tries is incomparably more important than the di�erences of 
views between them, the Central Committee of the Party and 
the government are permanently paying attention to developing 
direct contacts with the Party and state leaderships in all socialist 
countries. During the period that has elapsed since the 9th 

Congress, there have been mutual visits by Party and state 

delegations, by social workers, by representatives of economic 

organizations, by scientists and men of culture. All these have 

been opportunities for exchanges of views and of experience 

in various fields of socialist construction, in problems of com-

mon interest, of the international life and communist move-

ment. �e meetings and talks with the Party and state leaders 

of the socialist countries have spotlighted fresh possibilities 
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for intensifying political, economic, cultural and scientific 

cooperation between our countries, have contributed towards 

strengthening our comradely friendship and solidarity, have 

contributed to the cause of socialism, peace and international 

progress.

�e relations of fraternal friendship, solidarity and 

cooperation between our country and the Soviet Union, trad-

itional relations deeply rooted in history, have acquired a new 

content in our socialist system and are witnessing a steady 

development. Celebrating this year, alongside the entire pro-

gressive mankind, the 50th anniversary of the Great October 

Socialist Revolution which has ushered in the era of prole-

tarian revolutions, the Romanian people is expressing, on 

this occasion too, its feelings of friendship and esteem for the 

Soviet people and the Communist Party created by Lenin, the 

founder of the first socialist state in the world. �e Romanian 

people highly assesses the decisive contribution and heavy 

sacrifices made by the Soviet people in the Second World War 

for defeating fascism. �e joint fight of the Romanian and 

Soviet soldiers, the blood shed in common in the war against 

Hitlerism, have cemented still stronger the Romanian-Soviet 

friendship. At present, there is an ample cooperation between 

our countries in the political, economic, scientific, technical 

and cultural fields, as well as in the exchange of experience in 

various sections of socialist and communist construction. �e 

scope of economic relations between Romania and the USSR 

is illustrated by the fact that they account for more than a 

third of our whole foreign trade. Our Party and government 

hold the view that all possibilities are at hand so that, based 

on the many-sided development of both countries, mutually 

advantageous cooperation intensifies, the relations of frater-

nal friendship and cooperation strengthen between the So-

cialist Republic of Romania and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

President Nicolae Ceaușescu meeting Alexei Kosygin.
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Republics, between the Romanian Communist Party and the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, to the benefit of our 

two peoples, of the general cause of socialism and peace.

With the fraternal Bulgarian people, too, we have old 

links of friendship, of good neighbourhood, of joint struggle 

for the aims of national and social liberation. Living near to 

each other, enduring in the past the same yoke of foreign op-

pression, animated by the same aspirations for independence, 

for asserting their national identity, our two peoples have 

been linked together in the course of time by powerful feel-

ings of sympathy and solidarity. During the years of social-

ism, the relations between Romania and Bulgaria, between 

our parties, have expanded and flourished to mutual benefit. 

An expression of the broad prospects of Romanian-Bulgarian 

cooperation is the building in common of the Islaz-Samo-

vit hydropower station which will allow for using the Dan-

ube’s power potential to the advantage of both our countries. 

�e economic and social progress of both countries provides 

new possibilities for intensifying bilateral cooperation in all 

spheres of social life, for the steady flourishing of the trad-

itional Romanian-Bulgarian friendship.

Living as good neighbours during the course of centuries, 

inspirited by the same aspirations for national and social lib-

erty, fighting for independence against common enemies, the 

Romanian and Yugoslav peoples helped each other fraternal-

ly, esteemed and respected each other. Today, Romania’s re-

lations with Yugoslavia are based on the community of social 

system, on joint endeavours for building up the socialist soci-

ety, on the growing possibilities provided by the many-sided 

progress of our countries. A token of Romanian-Yugoslav 

friendship and cooperation is the Iron Gates hydropower pro-

ject which is being successfully built by the joint effort of the 

two countries. We express our conviction that the political, 
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economic, cultural, technical and scientific relations between 

Romania and Yugoslavia will witness a steady expansion, that 

the fraternal links between our parties, states and peoples will 

develop and strengthen.

A lasting friendship has developed between our country 

and the Hungarian People’s Republic. �e fraternal relations 

between our peoples are based on the common aspirations 

and strivings for a better life, for socialism and peace. His-

tory has shown that the advanced forces of the Romanian 

and Magyar peoples always rose against the policy of sowing 

discord fostered by the ruling classes and the Great Powers 

— especially the Habsburg Empire and Hitler Germany — 

that they militated for a close Romanian-Hungarian friend-

ship, fought side by side for national and social liberation. 

�e revolutionary changes come about in our countries, the 

triumph of socialism, have done away forever with the past 

animosities and have created a lasting basis for the continuous 

development of relations of mutual esteem and understand-

ing, of good neighbourhood and fraternal friendship between 

the two peoples. �e Romanian people, the Party and gov-

ernment will in the future, too, act for intensifying political, 

economic, social, scientific and cultural cooperation between 

the two countries and parties, for the steady strengthening of 

Romanian-Hungarian friendship.

Our country has many-sided friendly relations with 

Czechoslovakia, and fruitful cooperation in all fields of ac-

tivity is going on between the two peoples. �e fraternal 

relations between our parties and peoples are founded on 

long-standing traditions of solidarity, on the joint struggle for 

socialism. All conditions exist for the ceaseless development 

of exchanges in the economic, cultural, technical, scientific 

and other fields to the advantage of both our peoples.

Our fraternal relations with the Polish People’s Repub-
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lic are steadily developing, both politically and economically, 

and in the field of science and culture. �e Romanian-Polish 

friendship has long-standing traditions of solidarity and fra-

ternal assistance in the fight for national and social liberation, 

for the cause of socialism. Undoubtedly, as our countries are 

advancing on the road of economic and social progress, multi-

lateral cooperation between the two countries and parties will 

intensify more and more in the interest of both peoples.

�ere is a positive course of Romania’s fraternal relations 

on the political, economic, technical, scientific and cultural 

plane with the German Democratic Republic — the first so-

cialist German state — to which we are linked by the com-

munity of fundamental aims and aspirations, by the fight 

for the cause of peace and socialism in the world. We are 

confident that the growing economic potentialities of our 

countries provide conditions for the steady development of 

mutually advantageous economic exchanges and cooperation, 

that the relations between our parties will steadily develop. 

In the international sphere, we support the struggle for the 

recognition of the German Democratic Republic as a free 

and independent state, for its unhampered participation in 

international political life, in the efforts for peace and social 

progress.

Romania develops relations of fraternal cooperation with 

the People’s Republic of Albania in the political, economic 

and cultural fields. �ese relations have long-standing trad-

itions in the history of our peoples. Expansion of the multi-

lateral cooperation between the Romanian and Albanian 

peoples, between our parties and states serves the interests of 

socialist construction and the material and spiritual thriving 

of the two countries.

�e relations of fraternal cooperation between Romania 

and the People’s Republic of China are witnessing a continu-
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ous development. Our people nurture feelings of esteem and 

profound respect for the Chinese people, for the heroic strug-

gle waged under the leadership of the Chinese Communist 

Party for the defeat of imperialist domination, for the over-

throw of the old regime and the establishment of the people’s 

power, for the building of socialist society. In spite of the fact 

that our countries are lying at a great geographic distance 

from each other, there are relations of cooperation in all fields 

of activity between the Romanian people and the Chinese 

people. �e economic, political, cultural, technical and sci-

entific relations between the two countries are expanding, 

the comradely relations between the Romanian Commun-

ist Party and the Chinese Communist Party are developing. 

�e Party and Government consider that the many-sided de-

velopment of Romanian-Chinese friendship and cooperation 

in step with the economic and cultural progress achieved by 

our countries accords with the interest of both countries, and 

with the cause of socialism and world peace.

�ere are many-sided relations of fraternal friendship and 

cooperation between Romania and the Democratic Republic 

of Vietnam. �e Romanian people displays its international-

ist solidarity with the fraternal Vietnamese people, so hardly 

tried in the aggressive war imposed by the United States of 

America, grants full material, political and diplomatic assist-

ance to it, is wholeheartedly by its side in the heroic struggle 

it is waging in defence of the Homeland’s freedom and in-

dependence, against the imperialist aggressors, for strength-

ening its defence capacity, for the progress of socialist con-

struction. We express our conviction that the relations be-

tween our countries, parties and peoples will steadily develop.

�ere is a fruitful development of our fraternal relations 

with the Korean Democratic People’s Republic, on the eco-

nomic as well as on the political and cultural planes. �e Ro-
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manian people and the Korean people are linked by sincere 

friendship, by feelings of mutual esteem, respect and soli-

darity in the fight for building socialism. We are convinced 

that the steady progress of socialist construction in the two 

countries will be accompanied by the growing development 

of links between our parties, peoples and countries.

Our country has fraternal relations of many-sided eco-

nomic, political and cultural cooperation with the Mongolian 

People’s Republic. �ese relations are based on the commun-

ity of social system, on the common ideals of fight for peace 

and social progress. We are convinced that the relations of 

cooperation between the two countries, parties and peoples 

will intensify.

�e Romanian people displays fraternal solidarity with 

Cuba, the first socialist country on the American continent, 

which in spite of the hard conditions of its fight, successfully 

advances along the road of building up socialist society. Be-

tween our two countries and parties there are broad possibil-

ities for steadily developing the comradely links of multilat-

eral cooperation, of mutual assistance in building up the new 

socialist life.

I have extensively dwelt on the progress of the relations of our 
country with the socialist countries because these relations hold 
an essential place in the foreign policy of our Party and govern-
ment, in the entire international activity of Romania.

It is well known that internationalist relations between 

countries emerged for the first time in history with the advent 

of the socialist system and that they have no antecedents in 

the previous history of mankind. �at is why they witness 

a natural process of steady improvement, of adaptation to 

the development conditions and requirements of all social-

ist countries. �ere is no doubt that in step with economic 

and social progress, with the thriving of each socialist nation, 
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these relations will acquire growing scope and an ever-richer 

content, the fundamental principles on which they are based 

will crystallize and assert themselves ever more strongly in 

practice, contributing more and more to the increase of the 

might and cohesion of our whole system. �us, contrary to 

the relationships imposed by imperialism, based on domin-

ation and oppression, the new-type, internationalist relations 

provide the peoples with a model of equitable coexistence be-

tween nations, exerting an increasingly strong influence on 

international life.

�e historic importance and power of in�uence of the rela-
tions between the socialist countries reside in the fact that they are 
based on the Marxist-Leninist principles of socialist internation-
alism, equal rights, mutual advantage and reciprocal comradely 
assistance, of observance of national independence and sovereign-
ty and non-interference in internal a�airs. We hold that for 

strengthening the unity of action of the socialist countries it 

is necessary to extend the practice of consulting on matters of 

mutual interest, as well as on general questions of interest to 

these countries. Based on respect for the views of all sides, the 

consultations are an efficient means of coordinating efforts in 

the fight against imperialism and reaction, for socialism and 

peace. Important for the development of fraternal friendship 

and cooperation between the socialist countries is also a com-

prehensive and objective information of public opinion on 

the results of socialist construction recorded by each country, 

on the domestic and international political activities of each 

Party and socialist state. Our Party and government hold 

the view that observance of these principles and standards in 

the relationships between the socialist countries is essential 

for the development of cooperation and friendship between 

them, for getting over any difficulties and for consolidating 

the cohesion of the world socialist system.
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Under the conditions of the existence of a number of socialist 
countries, of the great diversity of their historical, economic and 
social development, the variety of forms, solutions and methods 
used in the work for building up the new society is an objective 
necessity of the material and spiritual progress of each country, 
of the victorious advance of socialism within the whole system. 
�e creative, original manner in which each socialist country 

is solving the problems related to economic and social de-

velopment is an important factor of progress, a contribution 

to enriching the general experience and practice of socialist 

construction, a contribution to the growth of the common 

treasure store of contemporary revolutionary thinking.

Of course, in the complex process of social development, 

differences of views may crop up, as well as differing assess-

ments in connection with some problems of the relationships 

between the socialist countries, of the world revolutionary 

process and international life. Our Party and government hold 
that such di�erences of views must in no way prevent the develop-
ment of friendly relations, of esteem and good understanding be-
tween the socialist countries. It is extremely important that the 

differences of views between the socialist countries should not 

affect their cooperation in the economic and other domains 

of activity, since this would be prejudicial to the interests of 

the respective peoples, to the prestige, strength and cohesion 

of the international socialist system.

We consider that for reinforcing solidarity it is absolutely 

necessary to discuss, from party to party, from government to 

government, in a comradely spirit of mutual respect, any con-

troversial issues, seeking to remove disagreements, to establish 

common points of view and cement unity and cohesion. It 

is essential that in such cases one should proceed from what 

unites the parties and socialist countries, from what they have 

in common and which, in our opinion, represents the funda-



138

mental element, incomparably more important than the dif-

ferences of views and transient divergencies which eventually, 

in one form or another, will be eliminated by life.

Romania pays great attention to the development of eco-
nomic cooperation based on mutual advantage and comradely 
reciprocal assistance with all the socialist countries. �e bilat-

eral and multilateral agreements between the socialist coun-

tries provide a wide field for mutual exchanges, for the joint 

achievement of economic projects, for expanding economic 

cooperation among them. �e Council for Mutual Economic 

Assistance plays a positive part in the extension of economic 

relations between the member countries, based on observance 

of the Rules’ provisions and of the fundamental principles of 

the relationships between the socialist states.

As you know, the Plenary Meeting of the Central Com-

mittee, of last March, taking into account the requirements 

of deepening the international division of labour under the 

conditions of the contemporary technical-scientific revolu-

tion, adopted the decision on the development of econom-

ic, scientific and technical cooperation with other states. It 

is in the spirit of this decision that our country has put for-

ward proposals to all the socialist countries for developing 

cooperation in production, and the negotiations conducted 

so far have spotlighted broad possibilities in this field. Our 

Party and government consider it as an important target of 

economic policy to develop cooperation with all the socialist 

countries with a view to better using the material and human 

potentialities of each country, to accelerating the introduc-

tion into production of the latest gains of science and technol-

ogy, to developing comradely relations with the countries of 

the world socialist system. �e economic and social progress 

of each socialist country serves each people and at the same 

time the general cause of socialism. �e more powerful, the 
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more prosperous each socialist state by increasing its material, 

political and military potentialities, the more powerful is the 

whole socialist system.

Of primordial importance for the defence of the revolution-
ary gains of our peoples, for frustrating the aggressive machina-
tions of imperialism and for safeguarding peace, is the stepping 
up of the �ghting capacity of each socialist country and of the 
whole system. As a member of the Warsaw Treaty, as a socialist 

country, Romania is doing her utmost for strengthening her 

defence capacity, so as to be ready to make, together with 

the other socialist countries, her contribution to repelling any 

aggressor, any imperialist attempt on the revolutionary gains 

of our peoples.

�e unity of the socialist countries, of the world socialist 

system, appears in our days, more than ever, as an indispens-

able condition for its enhanced role and influence over the 

unfolding of the whole contemporary revolutionary process. 

�at is why we feel that the development of relations of friend-

ship and fraternal cooperation with all the socialist countries 

is one of the fundamental tasks of our foreign policy, comply-

ing with the unanimous interests of our whole people, with 

the general cause of socialism and peace in the world.

5  THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF  
WARSAW TREATY MEMBERS

As a socialist country and as a member of the Warsaw 

Treaty, Romania considers it necessary that she should attach 

special attention to the endowment and training of her armed 

forces so that they should be ready at any moment to ful-

fil their duties in the best conditions. We proceed from the 

idea that the responsibility and obligation for endowment, 
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instruction and education of each national army belong — 

and cannot but belong — to the Party and government of the 

respective country, that are invested by the people with the 

prerogatives of general direction of the work of building up 

the new system, with the task of ensuring the good progress 

of the whole economic and social advance. By perseveringly 

preoccupying itself with strengthening and developing the 

national army, with raising its fighting potential, the Party 

fulfils one of its supreme obligations to its own people and 

at the same time a high internationalist duty, to the general 

cause of socialism, security and peace in the world. �e better 

each national army is endowed, more thoroughly trained and 

more devoted to the interests of its own people, the more reso-

lutely does it support the policy of the Party and the socialist 

state, the more powerful is the might of the whole world so-

cialist system.

Each army answers for the capacity and its level of fight-

ing training to the people of its country, to the Party and 

state leadership — this is an essential and inalienable at-

tribute of national sovereignty, a necessary expression of the 

functions of the socialist state of defending and consolidating 

the people’s revolutionary gains. �e full responsibility of the 

Party and state bodies in each country for the organization of 

the armed forces, for their endowment, instruction and edu-

cation is the guarantee for strengthening the defence capacity 

of each socialist country and by this the might of the whole 

community of the socialist countries, creates premises for the 

fruitful development of their military cooperation.

�is shows quite clearly that the command of the armed 

forces cannot be exercised by any outside body; this is a sover-

eign attribute of the leadership of our Party and state.

Proceeding from the principles underlying the relations 

among the socialist states — as free and sovereign states equal 
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in rights — we must place this military cooperation on last-

ing bases, which should ensure the efficient cooperation of 

our armies, the possibility for them to give — if need be — 

by common action, due riposte to any imperialist aggression. 

�e military cooperation of the socialist countries has been 

and is being directed against the danger of imperialist aggres-

sion from the outside, for smashing any attack on the part of 

the imperialist forces, on the sovereignty and territorial in-

tegrity of the socialist states. �ere can be no justification for 

admitting in any way the use of armed forces for intervention 

in the internal affairs of any of the Warsaw Treaty socialist 

member-countries. �e settlement of domestic problems be-

longs exclusively to the party and people of each country; 

interference of any kind cannot but harm the cause of so-

cialism, friendship and cooperation among the socialist coun-

tries. As we have already shown, our army — whether or not 

the Warsaw Treaty will exist — will in the future too develop 

cooperation and bretherhood-in-arms with the armed forces 

of the socialist states and — in case of an imperialist aggres-

sion — will fight with its full capacity shoulder to shoulder 

with the armies of the fraternal socialist countries.

6  THE INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

�e talks we had these days — in an atmosphere of 

full understanding and fraternal unity — which comrades 

Dubček, Svoboda, Černik as well as with other leaders of 

your Party and state have stressed the decision of our parties 

and countries to extend the cooperation between them, to 

strengthen and develop in all fields Romanian-Czechoslovak 

alliance and cooperation. �e Treaty of Friendship, Cooper-

ation and Mutual Assistance which we have signed today 
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ensures all the conditions necessary to intensify cooperation 

in the political, economic, cultural and technical-scientific 

domains between our countries. I would like to stress that 

the relations between our peoples have always marked a posi-

tive evolution. A sincere and fruitful friendship with roots 

reaching far back in the past connects us. Our peoples have 

nurtured, along their entire history, feelings of understanding 

and mutual respect, they have helped each other morally and 

materially in difficult moments, they have fought for similar 

ideas — freedom and social progress, independence and na-

tional sovereignty. Today, our peoples feel close to each other 

like brothers and comrades, united by the community of 

the Marxist-Leninist ideology, by their social order, by their 

aims and aspirations for socialism, progress and international 

cooperation.

As you know, the Romanian people had greeted from the 

very beginning with full understanding and warm sympa-

thy the ample activity which working people in Czechoslo-

vakia are carrying on, under the leadership of the Communist 

Party, the renewing course which has taken shape beginning 

with the January Plenary Meeting. During the short time 

since we have resided on Czechoslovakia’s territory, we have 

convinced ourselves once more that the destinies of socialism 

are in safe hands, that the Czech and Slovak peoples follow 

with confidence their Communist Party, while ensuring the 

consolidation and the steady development of their revolu-

tionary gains. We formed this opinion and confidence while 

looking at the workers and intellectuals in Prague with whom 

we have met, at their faces, their staunchness and confidence 

which they have in their own power, and their decision to 

carry out their Party’s policy. �is meeting with you, your 

bright faces, the way in which you greeted the First Secretary 

of the Central Committee of the Party, who firmly leads the 
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work of carrying out the program elaborated by the Party, 

have deepened our conviction.

We are fully confident that the workers of Czechoslovakia, 

the intelligentsia, the peasantry, united around their Party, 

will know how to do away with certain temporary difficulties 

and to ensure the building of socialism and communism in 

Czechoslovakia.

�e decisions of this year’s Plenary Meetings of the Cen-

tral Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, 

the program of action elaborated with a view to developing 

socialist construction and enlarging democracy, the liquida-

tion of certain deficiencies and anomalies from the past, open 

new perspectives, fertile for the general progress of Czecho-

slovakia, for the better turning to good account of the great 

advantages which the new social order is offering. I am con-

vinced that under the leadership of the Communist Party the 

Czech and Slovak peoples will successfully fulfil the objectives 

and tasks of the present stage of the development of the coun-

try, and they will ensure the building of the new society in 

keeping with their desires, with the conditions and traditions 

of Czechoslovakia and with the general interests of socialism.

As good friends and comrades, we wish you full success 

in the efforts for the many-sided development of socialist 

Czechoslovakia, and assure you on this occasion too of the 

solidarity and brotherly internationalist support of the com-

munists from Romania and the entire Romanian people.

Our whole Party, the whole Romanian people, look upon 

the military intervention in socialist Czechoslovakia with 

profound anxiety. We consider this as a flagrant transgression 

of the national independence and sovereignty of the Czecho-

slovak Socialist Republic, as an interference by force in the 

affairs of the brother Czechoslovak people, as an act in full 

contradiction with the fundamental norms of the relations 
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that must reign among the socialist countries and among the 

communist parties, with the very principles, generally recog-

nized, of international law.

�e troops of the five socialist countries have penetrat-

ed into Czechoslovakia without having been asked to by the 

legal, constitutional, elected bodies of the country, under 

the pretext of an appeal made by a certain group. But it is 

a fact unanimously recognized and accepted in the whole 

international life that the relations among parties and states 

proceed exclusively between their lawful leaderships and not 

between groups or persons that do not represent anybody. To 

admit the abandonment of these principles, the introduction 

of the practice of invoking for one action or another the de-

mands of isolated groups, means to open the road to arbitrar-

iness, to facilitate acts of intervention in the affairs of other 

parties or states, military occupation of countries inclusively.

�e penetration of foreign troops into the territory 

of Czechoslovakia has hindered the peaceful labour of the 

Czech and Slovak peoples, the activity of the government, of 

the President of the Republic — the supreme commander of 

the army — of the Communist Party’s leadership, and has 

created a particularly grave situation in the life of the coun-

try, paralysing the whole economic and social activity of the 

Czechoslovak nation. Can this be considered an internation-

alist assistance, an act of defending the Czechoslovak people 

against the danger of an imperialist aggression, a support in 

strengthening the socialist system in that country? Against 

whom was this military intervention directed? Against the 

lawful leading bodies of the Communist Party and of the 

Czechoslovak state. Were these bodies threatening the cause 

of socialism in Czechoslovakia, the independence and sover-

eignty of their country? Did the fact that the Czechoslo-

vak people wants to live in freedom and independence, to 
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be sovereign in its country, to strengthen the alliance and 

cooperation with the socialist countries, represent a danger 

to the cause of socialism? Since when have the principles of 

socialist democracy, of socialist humanism, the perfecting of 

socialist relations — which constitute the essence of the new 

system — become a counter-revolutionary threat? We refuse 

to accept such an interpretation, such a characterization of 

the efforts for perfecting socialism. It is precisely the imple-

mentation of these principles that give might and lastingness 

to the socialist society, that spotlights its superiority over the 

capitalist system: this precisely means the materialization of 

the masses’ aspirations which fought to overthrow the exploit-

ing classes from power, for a better and more dignified life.

In our opinion, a great and tragic mistake has been perpe-

trated that cannot but have serious consequences for the fate 

of the unity of the socialist system and of the international 

communist and working-class movement, for the prestige and 

influence of the socialist countries, for the power of attraction 

of the ideas of socialism, for the strengthening of the entire 

anti-imperialist front and the cause of peace in the world.

Our assessment accords with that of numerous other com-

munist and workers’ parties, of the progressive and democrat-

ic forces, of the broadest circles of world public opinion which 

have taken a stand of disapproval of the military action under-

taken against Czechoslovakia.

We wish to stress with a high sense of responsibility that 

nothing has justified and could have justified such a measure 

which is inconceivable in the world of socialism, and which 

arouses great bitterness in the heart of any honest-minded 

communist. �e Romanian Party and state delegation that 

recently visited the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic had 

talks with comrades Alexander Dubček, First Secretary of 

the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
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slovakia, Ludvik Svoboda, President of the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic, Oldrich Černik, the Prime Minister of 

Czechoslovakia, Josef Smrkovski, President of the Czechoslo-

vak National Assembly, with other Party and state leaders, 

met numerous working people and inhabitants of the city of 

Prague. It was able to convince itself once again, on the spot, 

that the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, its lawfully 

elected leadership, the working class and the entire people are 

firmly determined to defeat any negative, anti-socialist mani-

festation, and to surmount transient difficulties that exist in 

the social life of the country, to consolidate and develop the 

socialist gains, to maintain their political alliances and eco-

nomic links with the other socialist countries. We have come 

back convinced that the fate of socialism in fraternal Czecho-

slovakia is in safe hands. All the more completely groundless 

is any attempt to justify this armed intervention.

On behalf of the Communist Party, of the whole Ro-

manian people, I am addressing from this high rostrum a 

warm message of sympathy and internationalist solidarity to 

the brother Czechoslovak people, the communists of Czecho-

slovakia, and express my full confidence in their capacity of 

ensuring the advance of Czechoslovakia along the road of so-

cialism and communism!

At the same time, we consider that it is not yet too late 

to give proof of reason and a spirit of responsibility for the 

cause of friendship between the socialist countries, by stop-

ping the military actions against Czechoslovakia, by creating 

conditions for the constitutional bodies of the state and the 

statutory elected Party bodies to carry on their activity un-

hampered. To this end, it is necessary that all the problems 

concerning the relations with Czechoslovakia be solved by 

discussions and negotiations with the legal Party and state 

leadership of that country. �is is the only correct way out of 
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the grave situation that has been created, the only path that 

corresponds to political reason and the interests of socialism.

�e Party and government of our country are determined 

to actively militate for a settlement to be reached in the crisis 

created in Czechoslovakia, on the basis of observance of that 

country’s national independence and sovereignty, of equal 

rights and non-interference in the domestic affairs. Only in 

this way can the normalization of the situation created, of the 

relations between the socialist countries, be ensured.

In these difficult moments for the brother Czechoslovak 

people, for the situation in Europe, I wish to address you on 

behalf of the Central Committee, of the State Council and of 

the government, and to express our full confidence in the Ro-

manian people’s resolve to ensure the peaceful construction of 

socialism in our Homeland.

�e penetration of the troops of the five socialist countries 

into Czechoslovakia is a great mistake and a grave danger to 

peace in Europe, to the fate of socialism in the world. It is 

inconceivable in the world today, when the peoples are rising 

to the struggle for defending their national independence, for 

equality of rights, that a socialist state, that socialist states, 

should transgress the liberty and independence of another 

state. �ere is no justification whatsoever and no reason can 

be accepted for admitting for even a single moment the idea 

of military intervention in the affairs of a fraternal socialist 

state.

Our Party and state delegation that visited Czechoslo-

vakia last week has convinced itself that the Czechoslovak 

people, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the work-

ing class of Czechoslovakia, old people, women and youth are 

unanimously supporting the Party and state leadership in the 

effort for putting right the negative state of affairs inherited 

from the past, in ensuring the triumph of socialism in that 
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country.

�e problem of choosing the roads of socialist construc-

tion is a problem of the respective Party, the respective state 

and the respective people. Nobody can pose as adviser, as a 

guide to the way in which socialism has to be built in another 

country. We maintain that in order to place the relations be-

tween the socialist countries, between the communist parties, 

on truly Marxist-Leninist bases, an end must be put for good 

and all to interference in the affairs of other states and other 

parties.

�e measures which the Central Committee, the Coun-

cil of Ministers and the State Council have decided to take, 

include the submitting to the Grand National Assembly of 

a declaration to specify the manner in which we understand 

to build up our relations with the socialist countries, with all 

the countries in the world — based on observance of nation-

al independence and sovereignty, on full equality of rights, 

on non-interference in domestic affairs, our wish to found 

these relations on a true Marxist-Leninist cooperation which 

should contribute to the triumph of the ideas of Marx, Engels 

and Lenin, to the triumph of communism, to the campaign 

for the re-establishment of the authority of and confidence in 

the Marxist-Leninist ideas.

We have decided to start from today forming armed 

patriotic detachments of workers, peasants and intellectuals, 

defenders of the independence of our socialist Homeland. We 

want our people to have its armed units in order to defend 

its revolutionary gains, to ensure its peaceful labour, the in-

dependence and security of the socialist Homeland.

We set out in our activity from the responsibility we have 

to the people, to all working people, regardless of nationality. 

All of us — Romanians, Magyars, Germans and people of 

other nationalities — have the same destiny, the same aspir-

149

ations — the building of communism in our Homeland — 

and we are determined in full unity to ensure the implemen-

tation of this ideal.

It was said that in Czechoslovakia there was a danger of 

counter-revolution; maybe, tomorrow there will be some who 

say that here too, at this rally, counter-revolution tendencies 

were manifest. We answer all of them: the entire Romanian 

people will not allow anybody to violate the territory of our 

Homeland.

Look, comrades, here are our whole Central Committee, 

the State Council and government. We are all of us deter-

mined to faithfully serve the people in building socialism, in 

defending the revolutionary gains, its independence. Here, we 

are many communists and anti-fascists who faced prisons and 

death, but we have never betrayed the interests of the working 

class, of our people. Be sure, comrades, be sure citizens of 

Romania, that we shall never betray our Homeland, we shall 

never betray the interests of our people.

We are confident that the communist and workers’ par-

ties will know how to find the ways for determining that a 

speediest end be put to this shameful moment in the history 

of the revolutionary movement. We are convinced that no 

communist could be found anywhere to approve this military 

action against Czechoslovakia, that all the communists will 

raise their voice for the promotion of liberty, for the promo-

tion of the Marxist-Leninist principles, so that the Czecho-

slovak people, so that any people should be able to build the 

socialist society as they wish.

We are determined to act with all forces, with full 

responsibility, in order to contribute to finding the means for 

the speediest solution of this situation created by the pene-

tration of foreign troops into Czechoslovakia, in order that 

the Czechoslovak people should be able to unfold its activ-
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ity in tranquility. We are firmly resolved to act together with 

the other socialist countries, with the other communist and 

workers’ parties to contribute to the elimination of divergen-

cies, to strengthening the unity of the socialist countries and 

communist parties. We are convinced that in this way we 

serve the interests of the people and the interests of socialism 

throughout the world.

We ask the citizens of our Homeland that, having full 

confidence in the Party and state leadership, in our Com-

munist Party, they give proof of full unity and act with calm 

and firmness. Each and everyone at his workplace should de-

cuple his efforts in order to ensure the implementation of the 

program for the development of our socialist society. Let us 

be ready, comrades, to defend at any moment our socialist 

Homeland, Romania.

I thank you, all the citizens of the capital city, for this 

warm manifestation, all the residents of our Homeland, for 

the confidence placed in us, for the attention with which you 

follow and support the policy of our Party. We wish you, 

comrades, good health, success in your activity, for the tri-

umph of socialism in our Homeland. We ask you, comrades, 

to return to your activity; be sure that we shall keep you in-

formed about the developments.

7  THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF  
ROMANIA REAFFIRMED

Romania is aware with full responsibility of her duties as 

a component of the socialist system, as a member of the War-

saw Treaty. �e member-countries of the Treaty will meet 

in the near future in order to discuss matters related to the 

development of military cooperation, to strengthening their 
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fighting capacity. We are setting out from the idea that as 

long as the NATO military bloc continues to exist, the main-

tenance of the Warsaw Treaty is both necessary and justified, 

as a safeguard of the member-countries against an outside, 

imperialist aggression. �e thesis that some are attempting 

to accredit of late, and according to which the joint defence 

of the socialist countries against an imperialist attack would 

presuppose limitation or renunciation of the sovereignty of 

any Treaty member-state, does not accord with the princi-

ples of relationships between the socialist countries and can 

by no means be accepted. Not only does membership in the 

Warsaw Treaty not render questionable the sovereignty of the 

member-countries, not only does it not “limit” in any way 

their state independence, but on the contrary, as provided for 

in the Treaty itself, it serves for strengthening the independ-

ence and national sovereignty of each state.

8  RELATIONS WITH YUGOSLAVIA

�e friendship between the Romanian people and the 

peoples of Yugoslavia, founded on the tradition of old rela-

tions of good neighbourliness, has under socialism acquired 

the scope and lastingness springing up from the common 

aims and the collaboration in building a new society, from 

the ideals of socialist internationalism. �e fruitful contacts 

and talks we have had in recent years, the visits you, Presi-

dent Tito, paid to Romania, as well as our visits to Yugo-

slavia have contributed towards the expansion and intensi-

fication of the cooperation relations between our countries, 

to the strengthening and development of Romanian-Yugoslav 

friendship. We note with satisfaction that the provisions of 

the agreements and conventions concluded on the occasion of 
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those visits have been implemented successfully, in the spirit 

of sincere, mutually advantageous cooperation. �is year, the 

volume of trade exchange between Romania and Yugoslavia 

— in keeping with the trade protocol signed in Belgrade — 

was 47 per cent higher as against 1967.

�e building of the great hydro-power and shipping pro-

ject at the “Iron Gates” is a live materialization of these rela-

tions, an eloquent testimony of the creative capacity of the 

Romanian and Yugoslav specialists and builders, a symbol of 

friendship and brotherly cooperation, based on full equality 

in rights of the two socialist sovereign and independent states. 

Likewise, we note that Romanian-Yugoslav cooperation in 

the machine-building industry, and in the field of geological 

research, is successfully developing. �e relations of technic-

al-scientific and cultural cooperation, as well as cooperation 

in other fields, also record a positive evolution.

I express my conviction that our exchange of views will 

enable us to seek new ways and means to concretize the big 

possibilities of further development of the many-sided cooper-

ation between our countries. I want to lay special stress on 

the prospects the development of socialist construction in our 

countries are opening up for the expansion of the mutually 

advantageous cooperation in industrial production, science 

and technique.

I wish to stress, on this occasion, the similar way in which 

the leadership of our parties and countries approach the basic 

problems of present-day international life, of the norms and 

principles which must govern inter-state relationship. Roma-

nia and Yugoslavia actively assert themselves in international 

life as countries which are strongly animated by the desire 

to make their contribution to the strengthening of inter-state 

cooperation, to the establishment of a climate of confidence 

and rapprochement among peoples and to the defence of 
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peace.

�e Romanian Communist Party and the Socialist Re-

public of Romania focus their foreign policy on development 

and extension of the friendship and cooperation relations 

with the socialist countries in all spheres. We are devoting 

special attention to the development of our political, econom-

ic, cultural and scientific links with the neighbouring socialist 

countries, with the Soviet Union — which, with its immense 

material and human potential, plays a remarkable part in the 

contemporary world, in defence of peace and security — with 

Bulgaria and Hungary, we are amplifying our friendship and 

cooperation links with all the other socialist countries.

In this context, the relations of good neighbourhood and 

close cooperation between Romania and Yugoslavia signify 

a positive contribution to the extension and intensification 

of the cooperation relations between socialist countries, to 

the strengthening of the forces of socialism, to the cause of 

peace and friendship among nations. Our country is, at the 

same time, developing many-sided relations with all coun-

tries, irrespective of their social systems, and works for a 

broad cooperation among states, for rapprochement between 

peoples and international detente.

It is known that there exist imperialist, reactionary and 

revenge-seeking circles in the world, which are opposed to 

the development of normal inter-state relations, exert eco-

nomic, political and other forms of pressure, brutally inter-

fere in the internal affairs of other peoples, encroaching upon 

their national independence and sovereignty. In our opinion, 

each country — big or small — can make its contribution 

to the promotion of normal inter-state relations, relations of 

trust and rapprochement among peoples, can contribute to 

the progress of mankind’s civilization, to the settlement of 

the crucial problems of our days, to the defence of peace and 
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the averting of a new world war. In this context I wish to 

emphasize the outstanding importance in international life of 

the observance of the principles of national sovereignty and 

independence, non-interference in the internal affairs, equal 

rights and mutual advantage — as the sole basis on which 

normal, rational relations between all states of the world can 

be built.

8
RELATIONS WITH NON

COMMUNIST COUNTRIES
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1  ATTITUDE TOWARDS COUNTRIES 
WITH DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS

�e foreign policy of our Party and government proceeds 
from the objective reality that in the contemporary world there 
are states with di�erent social systems, from the necessity of devel-
oping relations among them, of exchanging material and spirit-
ual values, of cooperating for the solving of pressing international 
issues, for defending peace and the security of the peoples. It is in 

this spirit that Romania is carrying on an intense activity on 

the line of expanding relations with all countries, on all con-

tinents, regardless of their social system.

As you know, we have had of late broad contacts, mutual 

visits, talks with heads of state and government, with promin-

ent personalities from a great number of countries. Numerous 

government delegations and other representatives of foreign 

countries have visited Romania during this period; on the 

other hand, government delegations headed by the President 

of the State Council, Comrade Chivu Stoica, the Chairman 

of the Council of Ministers, Comrade Ion Gheorghe Maurer 

and other representatives of our country have paid visits to a 

number of countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-

ica. I wish to mention the many-sided activity carried on in 

the international life by Comrade Ion Gheorghe Maurer, 

who, as you know, has had of late meetings and talks with 

a number of state leaders and heads of government. We may 

say that during the last period he has spent most of his time 

abroad, a fact highly felt by his colleagues from the Council 

of Ministers. During these visits and meetings, a broad and 

useful exchange of views has been made, new possibilities 

of expanding economic, commercial, political, cultural and 

scientific cooperation between Romania and the respective 

countries have been spotlighted, and a number of present-day 
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international issues have been tackled in a constructive spirit. 

We hold that these contacts and meetings are a contribution 

to the cause of rapprochement and understanding between 

peoples, to intensifying the exchange of material and spiritual 

values, to the cause of peace and social progress.

One of the constant targets of our country�s foreign policy is 
to develop the relations of cooperation and good neighbourhood 
in the Balkans. As I have pointed out, Romania’s relations 

with the socialist countries in the Balkans proceed in a spir-

it of lasting friendship and cooperation, contributing to the 

improvement of the general climate in this area.

�ere is a positive evolution of our political, econom-

ic and cultural links with Turkey, and this contributes to a 

better mutual knowledge, to establishing Romanian-Turkish 

cooperation on lasting bases. We consider that conditions 

and possibilities exist for expanding the economic, political, 

cultural and scientific relations between our countries, in the 

interest of mutual progress, of peace and general security in 

the Balkans and in Europe.

During the last few years, the relations between Romania 

and Greece, a country to which we are linked by old traditions 

of friendship and cooperation, have taken a favourable course 

and have developed. �ese relations correspond to the inter-

ests of both our peoples, to the cause of peace and cooperation 

in the Balkans. We are worried by the fact that following the 

military coup d’état in Greece a series of measures have been 

adopted putting obstacles in the way of the development of 

relations between the Romanian and Greek peoples, of the 

extension of general cooperation among the Balkan states. 

We believe that the Romanian and Greek peoples are inter-

ested in ensuring a mutually advantageous cooperation and 

in continuously improving the political climate in our region 

and all over the world.
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In the future too, Romania will perseveringly militate 

along the line of its traditional efforts for the steady improve-

ment of the political atmosphere and for the strengthening of 

the relations of cooperation and good neighbourhood among 

all the Balkan countries, considering that this is to the benefit 

and to the advantage of the peoples living in this area.

�e political, economic, cultural, technical and scientific 

relations between Romania and France have also been con-

tinuously developing. In the course of history, the Romanian 

and French peoples have always been linked by feelings of 

mutual regard and not infrequently have they fought side by 

side for the promotion of the ideals of national and social free-

dom, for the progress of science and culture. �ere is every 

condition for the relations of many-sided Romanian-French 

cooperation to be further extended and amplified, in the in-

terest of both peoples, concomitantly contributing to inter-

national detente, to the cause of European security and of 

world peace.

�e relations between Romania and Italy are also gaining 

momentum and the existence of wide possibilities of cooper-

ation between the two countries in many spheres — econom-

ic, political, cultural and scientific — is manifest. We trust 

that, by a close cooperation, these possibilities will be turned 

to an even better account and will have a positive effect on the 

life of both peoples, on the cause of peace in Europe.

�e present progress of the relations between Romania 

and England points to the extension of the economic, pol-

itical, technical and scientific cooperation between the two 

countries. Doubtlessly, not all the possibilities of cooperation 

have been exhausted as yet; the creation of conditions for the 

increase of Romanian exports to England would certainly 

give a new impetus to the many-sided relations between our 

countries, in the interest of both our peoples, in the interest 
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of peace.

As is known, proceeding from the actual existence of the 

two German states, from our country’s consistent policy in 

support of the strengthening of European security, from the 

interests of peace and cooperation among peoples, this year 

Romania has established diplomatic relations with the Feder-

al Republic of Germany. �e economic, scientific and cultur-

al cooperation between Romania and the Federal Republic of 

Germany has witnessed a powerful development. Possibilities 

are necessary to be found so as to increase Romania’s exports 

to the Federal Republic of Germany, with a view to balancing 

our trade with this country and to extending economic ex-

changes in future. �is will contribute to the development of 

many-sided relations between the two countries.

Romania’s relations with Austria are being intensified: 

between the two countries a number of economic, technical 

and cultural agreements, which open up new possibilities of 

cooperation, have been concluded.

Similarly, our relations of political, economic, cultural, 

technical and scientific cooperation with Belgium, the Neth-

erlands, Denmark, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and Finland 

have taken a positive course and have made notable progress. 

Life has shown that there are wide possibilities for developing 

relations with all the European countries, that the endeavours 

for making good use of these possibilities serve the interests 

of each and every people, directly contribute to the cause of 

European security, to the promotion of world peace.

�e economic, scientific and cultural relations between 

Romania and the United States have made some progress of 

late. However, we should point out that the development of 

these relations is rendered difficult by both the discrimina-

tory practices the U.S. resorts to and the war waged against 

the Vietnamese people — as mentioned, as a matter of fact, 
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by certain American political circles as well. We are for the 

development of friendship between the Romanian and Amer-

ican peoples, for the extension of relations between the two 

countries on mutually advantageous grounds, in the interest 

of cooperation and peace the world over.

�e relations of political, economic, scientific and cultural 

cooperation between Romania and Japan have been sensibly 

extended of late, and have good prospects of development.

We also appreciate as positive the development of the re-

lations between our country and India.

I should like to stress that during the last few years the 

relations between Romania and Iran have made consistent 

progress. �e foundations for cooperation in the economic 

field have been laid and thus our relations have acquired a 

stable and long-term character. �e relations of cooperation 

have developed successfully in other fields of the political and 

social life as well in the interest of both peoples and peace.

�e relations of our country with Pakistan as well as with 

other Asian countries have also developed fruitfully.

In our international policy an important place is held by 

the relations of economic, political and cultural cooperation 

with the Arab countries for which the Romanian people har-

bours feelings of friendship and solidarity. I should like to 

mention in particular the development of our many-sided 

relations with the United Arab Republic during the last few 

years. Romania believes that the future extension of many-

sided relations with the Arab countries serves the cause of our 

peoples’ progress, the cause of world peace and security.

Romania has established diplomatic relations with new 

African states, and maintains relations of cooperation in vari-

ous fields with a large number of African countries which 

make efforts for their economic and social progress and which 

assert themselves ever more actively in the international arena. 
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�is corresponds to the interests of both the Romanian people 

and the peoples in those countries.

We appreciate as positive the fact that during the last few 

years diplomatic relations have been established between Ro-

mania and some other countries in Latin America and that 

our political, economic, cultural and scientific relations with 

the countries in that part of the world have been extended. 

We think that there are conditions for the widening and in-

tensification of many-sided cooperation with those countries, 

to which we are linked by affinities of language and culture, 

to the benefit of our peoples and in the interest of the develop-

ment of international cooperation.

In our epoch when the scientific and technical gains give 

the peoples huge means and possibilities of increasing their 

material and spiritual wealth, of turning to good account 

the natural resources for the benefit of society, the develop-

ment of economic relations between states, the participation 

in the international division of labour stand out as objective 

requirements for human progress. By exchanging the prod-

uct of labour, by participating together in the speeding up 

of the economic, scientific and cultural progress, by making 

their contribution to the development of the treasure store of 

modern civilization, peoples get to know and appreciate each 

other better and work together more efficiently for the con-

solidation of peace. Owing to the progress made in our national 
economy, in the country�s socialist industrialization, Romania 
can participate to an ever-greater extent in the international ex-
change of material and spiritual goods, and can intensify collab-
oration and cooperation in various forms, including the sphere 
of production, with the states in Europe and on other continents.

Comrades, as you may see, Romania has carried on a 

policy of wide cooperation on various planes with all the 

countries of the world, irrespective of their social systems; she 
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actively participates in international life and contributes to 

promoting confidence and cooperation among peoples, to en-

suring peace on our planet.

While consistently championing for this policy of wide 

international cooperation, we are conscious that there exist 

fundamental differences of view between our country and 

other countries, differences that spring up first and foremost 

from our different social systems, from the different way of as-

sessing events and processes occurring in the world. Of course, 
the development of diplomatic relations, of political, economic, 
cultural and scienti�c cooperation between countries having dif-
ferent social systems, does not mean acceptance by a country of 
policies and standpoints contrary to its own orientation. But the 
intensi�cation of relations, contacts and exchanges of views o�ers 
the possibility of �nding mutually acceptable solutions in issues 
of common interest, with a view to solving certain topical prob-
lems of international life, to promoting the cause of peace and 
the peoples� security. �is is an essential prerequisite for the 

attainment of the principles of peaceful coexistence, for the 

development of cooperation among states, for international 

detente and for the prevention of a new war.

�e entire international activity of our country, the relations 
Romania maintains with all the countries of the world, are based 
on the respect for the right of each people to decide its own destiny, 
on non-interference in the internal a�airs of other peoples, on the 
un�inching promotion of the principles of national independence 
and sovereignty. �ese principles which life itself has raised to 

the rank of supreme desideratum in the relations between the 

countries of the world, which it has made the fundamental 

premise of the normal development of international relations, 

are assuming an ever-wider field of assertion, enjoy the ad-

hesion of an increasing number of countries, the support of 

large circles of world public opinion.
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2  SPEECH ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
VISIT OF GENERAL DE GAULLE  

TO ROMANIA

Working for the progress of the Romanian nation we are 

animated by respect for the life and destinies of other peoples, 

by the aspiration to live in good understanding and cooper-

ation with all nations of the world. In this context the Roma-

nian people gives particular attention to the links with the 

French people. �e Romanian-French friendship has asserted 

its vitality along the ages being penetrated by the spirit of a 

deep human solidarity. It is known from history that more 

than once did citizens of our Homeland fight alongside the 

French people — in the 1848 revolution, during the Paris 

Commune, in the 1918 war — and always knew how to fight 

courageously, to prove the lasting friendship that has linked 

them for centuries and which further links them.

Of course, the Romanians and French live in differ-

ent socio-political conditions, but the development of their 

cooperation in the mentioned spheres is both in the interest 

of Romania and France and in the interest of international 

cooperation and detente. We are convinced that Roma-

nian-French friendship and cooperation will stand up against 

any circumstances and will always be invincible.

We are glad to see that the traditional links between our 

countries and peoples have continuously broadened in recent 

years. �e meetings between the state leaders of the two coun-

tries are important factors for strengthening and developing 

these links. In this respect I mention the visit paid to France 

in 1964 by the Chairman of the Romanian government, Ion 

Gheorghe Maurer, as well as those of other representatives of 

the two countries.

Your visit to Romania, Mr. President, the talks and the 
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fruitful exchange of views which we are having undoubtedly 

mark an outstandingly significant moment in the history of 

the relations between the two countries. �is visit will be an 

outstanding contribution to the cause of Europe, to the cause 

of peace throughout the world.

We note with satisfaction that the economic exchanges 

between Romania and France have considerably increased 

and diversified in recent years, the provisions of the long-term 

trade agreement concluded in 1965 have been implemented. 

An eloquent illustration of this positive process is the cooper-

ation in the production of automobiles — the agreement con-

cluded with the Renault company for the building of a works 

near Pitești, which will start production this year. During 

your visit today to the thermopower station you were able to 

see how the Romanians and French are making joint efforts 

to produce electric light, we may say, to give light and lasting-

ness to French-Romanian friendship.

Good results have also been recorded in the sphere of cul-

tural and scientific relations which are founded on a fruitful 

and longstanding tradition of close cooperation between Ro-

manian and French scientists, of reciprocal influence in the 

sphere of artistic and cultural production.

�e talks we have had these days have spotlighted the 

desire and determination of Romania and France to intensi-

fy their economic, political, technical-scientific and cultural 

cooperation, to make it possible for the two peoples to mu-

tually acquaint each other with their achievements in material 

and spiritual production. We have agreed, with the aim of in-

tensifying our exchanges, to set up a Joint Government Com-

mission that should ensure a still more intensive development 

of our cooperation in all fields of activity.

We are convinced that what we have jointly established 

during these last few days will materialize and will make the 
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friendship between France and Romania become, if one may 

say so, a model of relations between two independent coun-

tries, masters of their destinies.

It goes without saying that this cooperation can progress 

much more in the future, strongly manifesting itself also in 

the sphere of solving the major problems of contemporary 

international life, of the efforts for placing political relations 

in Europe on sound bases.

Romania and France can make a significant contribution 

to international detente, to the development of cooperation, 

trust and friendship among the European peoples, among the 

peoples of the whole world, and we are confident that it will 

be so.

3  SPEECH AT THE OFFICIAL DINNER FOR 
RICHARD NIXON AND HIS WIFE

Esteemed Mr. President,

Esteemed Mrs. Nixon,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am glad to be able to greet you, high representatives of 

the American people at this dinner. �e reception which has 

been made to you, Mr. President, by the citizens of Bucha-

rest, reflects the feelings of appreciation and esteem which our 

two peoples harbour for each other, it expresses the Roma-

nian people’s will for peace and friendship with the American 

people, with all peoples of the world. It is incontestable that 

the presence for the first time in history of the United States 

President in Romania is of particular significance for the evo-

lution of the relations between our states. At the same time, it 

mirrors the positive changes which have occurred in the con-

temporary world, it stands proof of the viability of the policy 
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of peaceful coexistence which is steadily gaining ground in 

international life.

It is a well-known fact that Romania and the United States 

of America are countries with different regimes and therefore 

our conceptions about the socio-political development of the 

world are also different. We consider, however, that the exist-

ence of the differences in the social system should not pre-

vent the development of the relations of cooperation between 

nations. On the contrary, it requires the active promotion in 

international life of peaceful coexistence, of a realistic, lucid, 

constructive policy, it requires the extensive cooperation of 

all countries with a view to strengthening peace and security.

President Nixon, your visit to Romania takes place on the 

eve of the anniversary of a quarter century since the Roma-

nian people’s liberation from the fascist yoke. In this context, 

I should like to mention the fact that together with the ar-

mies of the Soviet Union and with the other allied armies, 

the American soldiers contributed to defeating fascist Ger-

many, to liberating the peoples invaded by the nazis. Taking 

its fate into its own hands, and proceeding most resolutely 

along the road of a free and independent life, the Romanian 

people has managed within a short period of history radically 

to change the country’s appearance, to develop the economy, 

science and culture, to build up a new system, whose supreme 

goal is the welfare and happiness of the working people. Our 

nation is firmly resolved intensely to continue its vast peaceful 

creative work, to ensure the ceaseless and multilateral progress 

of the people, as well as Romania’s transformation into an 

advanced country of the world. It is on this basis that the Ro-

manian people participates ever more actively in the exchange 

of material and spiritual values of contemporary mankind.

Our country knows the remarkable achievements of your 

people on the plane of the economy, science, technology 
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and culture. �e magnificent space travel of the American 

astronauts — the first earthlings to have stepped upon the 

moon and to have brought to our planet materials from an-

other celestial body — has rejoiced us because it represents a 

brilliant victory of the human genius, of universal cognition. 

�is event shows once more how necessary it is to set up on 

our planet peaceful coexistence and collaboration between all 

peoples. We express our hope that this conquest of the mind 

will contribute not only to the progress of science and tech-

nique, but also to developing cooperation among nations in 

the interests of peace and civilization.

We appreciate the fact that the relations between Roma-

nia and the United States of America — free from any state 

disputes — have seen an ascending development. �e talks 

we have had pointed out that the stage reached by the collab-

oration between the two countries is, however, far from ex-

hausting the existing possibilities and has brought to the fore 

the reciprocal desire to explore new roads towards extending 

our economic, scientific, technical and cultural exchanges 

and cooperation.

I express my conviction that your visit to Romania, Mr. 

President, will mark a substantial stride forward in develop-

ing the many-sided, mutually advantageous relations between 

our two countries.

We also appreciate positively the fact that talks have out-

lined possibilities for extending our joint works in the world 

arena, in behalf of the cause of peace. Of course, the talks we 

have held have also evidenced differences of view concerning 

certain problems of the current international situation, but 

this can be no obstacle against our acting in common along 

the road of detente, against our seeking new ways of improv-

ing the world political atmosphere. Romania proceeds from 

the consideration that all countries of the world — be they 
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large or small — shoulder the responsibility for the fate of 

peace, for the evolution of international relations, that they 

have the duty of contributing towards the settlement of the 

arduous problems of contemporary life, towards setting up 

the confidence and cooperation between peoples.

As a socialist country, Romania places at the centre of her 

foreign policy the multilateral collaboration with the socialist 

countries, with which she is bound up closely, through the 

identity of the social system. At the same time, she perma-

nently develops fruitful relations on all planes with the other 

countries of the world. In our opinion, nowadays, whenever 

new nations assert themselves in the international arena, 

manifesting their firm will to stride independently along the 

road of progress and civilization, ensuring the conditions for 

each nation to be able to decide by itself its fate and the road 

of its own social and political development, this represents 

the essential imperative of international life. In our opinion, 

in the contemporary epoch, the sine qua non prerequisite of 

peace lies in establishing in the relations between states the 

principles of national independence and sovereignty, the de-

finitive abolition of the policy of domination and interfer-

ence in the home affairs of others, the setting up of the full 

equality among nations. �ese principles acquire ever wider 

international recognition, they are being asserted ever more 

in the relations between countries, they enjoy the extensive 

adhesion of the public opinion everywhere. �eir curtailment 

endangers the security of the world and creates hostility, con-

flicts and new hotbeds of war.

In this connection we cannot but express the concern 

aroused in us — and in fact throughout the world — by the 

continuation of the war in Vietnam. During the talks we had 

had, we have dwelt at large on our country’s position towards 

this problem. We hope that the negotiations in Paris will lead 
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to the cessation of the war, to the withdrawal of the troops 

from Vietnam, conditions being thus created for the Viet-

namese people to be able to decide the road of its economic 

and social development in an independent way, without any 

foreign interference. At the same time, Romania considers it 

necessary that every effort should be made in order to solve 

the conflict in the Near East in the spirit of the 1967 Resolu-

tion of the Security Council, with a view to the withdrawal of 

the Israeli troops from the occupied territories, with a view to 

ensuring the right of each state in that zone to an independent 

existence, to development and progress.

Romania considers that one of the central problems of 

international life, whose solution could make a radical con-

tribution to strengthening peace, lies in the implementation 

of disarmament and of atomic disarmament in the first place, 

the achievement of concrete measures for reducing and li-

quidating the thermo-nuclear danger. Of particular import-

ance for this purpose would be the liquidation of the division 

of the world into opposite military blocs, the abolition of the 

North Atlantic Pact and concomitantly of the Warsaw Treaty, 

the elimination of foreign military bases and the withdrawal 

of the troops within their national frontiers. We know that 

these are very complex and serious problems, but politicians 

and heads of states are obliged, if they heed the interests of 

mankind and of peace to approach these problems and to find 

solutions for them. Nowadays, mankind expects from pol-

iticians, from the heads of states, not words but deeds, they 

expect the fulfilment of its aspiration for living in peace and 

collaboration.

Substantial progress towards international relaxation 

could be achieved in our opinion by setting up lasting sec-

urity in the European continent. European security can be 

carried out by proceeding from the realities established as a 
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result of the Second World War, from the existence of the two 

German states, from an acknowledgement of the inviolabil-

ity of post-war frontiers including the Oder-Neisse frontier. 

A positive influence would be exerted by the holding of the 

European conference, a desideratum expressed increasingly 

often by many states. It is not only the European people, but 

all peoples of the world that are vitally interested in achiev-

ing security in our continent; the fulfilment of this objective 

would most favourably impinge upon the political atmos-

phere in all continents.

Mr. President, I do express my conviction that the meet-

ings and talks we have had, our resolve to develop the collab-

oration between Romania and the United States of America, 

will make a vital contribution to the cause of world peace and 

cooperation, to the ever broader promotion in the world of 

the principles of peaceful coexistence.

Taking place barely a few days after the achievement of 

man’s dream of several thousands years to travel to other ce-

lestial bodies, our meeting acquires particular significance. 

It symbolizes the possibility for peoples to live in peace and 

understanding on this planet — the age-old cradle of their 

existence — to pool their efforts with a view to achieving the 

other dream of several thousand years: a world free from wars 

and destruction, a world of collaboration and progress. We 

are fully convinced that this meeting and our talks mark a 

decisive moment in extending the multilateral collaboration 

and cooperation between Romania and the United States, 

between the Romanian and American peoples. At the same 

time, we should like this visit — appreciated by public opin-

ion as an important event in international life — to be the 

sign of advance along the road of improving the relations be-

tween all nations of the world, free and equal in their rights.

Please allow me to toast for the triumph of peace, this 
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magnificent ideal of people in all continents, irrespective of 

race, creed, political or philosophical conditions.

I am drinking your health, Mr. President, yours, esteemed 

Mrs. Nixon, and I am drinking the health of the other guests, 

of everybody present.

4  ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CMEA AND 
THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

Romania is one of the states which initiated the CMEA. 

We viewed and continue to view the CMEA as an instrument 

of promoting relations of good collaboration and cooperation 

between the member-countries, creating conditions for the 

independent, self-relying development of each state. We are 

bearing in mind that today, under the conditions of the con-

temporary technological and scientific revolution, inter-state 

cooperation is an imperative necessity of progress. We are 

aware of the fact that no state, i.e., Romania either — which 

is actually one of the smaller states — can develop without 

promoting intensive and many-sided international collabor-

ation and cooperation. �at is why we stand for expanded 

cooperation with the CMEA countries, with all the socialist 

countries — in the spirit of observance of the interests of each 

country, of the fast development of each nation.

We stand at the same time for expanded cooperation with 

the other countries of the world — and maintain that CMEA 

membership is not of a nature to influence the economic re-

lations as a whole of the respective countries. As a matter of 

fact, our economic exchanges with France — which have 

grown nearly double in the last four years — are conclusive 

in this respect.

As to the Common Market, I do not want to set forth now 

175

all my critical views, although I would have much to reproach 

to this Organization. I want only to remark the fact that such 

groupings appearing as closed blocs and proceeding along the 

path of economic discrimination among nations cannot con-

tribute either to the development of international progress or 

to the rapprochement of states and the achievement of secur-

ity. Custom duties and a series of other restrictive clauses ren-

der the relations of the Common Market countries with other 

states difficult. It seems that the present discussions within 

the Common Market point to a wish for narrowing down 

still more the possibilities of developing such relations. How-

ever, we hope that the fact will be finally understood that it 

is only free inter-state cooperation which allows for speeding 

up general progress, intensifying detente and strengthening 

security and peace.



9
POLICY FOR DETENTE
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1  WORKING FOR A DETENTE IN EUROPE

As is known, well-nigh three years ago, the socialist 

countries in Warsaw Treaty membership participating in the 

Bucharest Meeting made an ample analysis of the problems of 

security on the European continent. �e Declaration signed 

on the occasion aroused a wide response among public opin-

ion in Europe and the world over. It has been for the first time 

when a proposal of the socialist countries was not rejected by 

the political circles of the West but, on the contrary, aroused 

particular interest in all the European countries, as well as 

in states on other continents. �is response aroused by the 

Bucharest Declaration must be related to the fact that the 

Declaration was based on a many-sided and objective exam-

ination of the realities on the continent; at the same time, this 

spotlights that the ideas promoted in the Declaration — and 

reiterated in the recent appeal of the socialist states attending 

the Budapest Meeting — accord with the interests of all the 

peoples, with the imperative, objective demands of consoli-

dating peace. During the period elapsed since the Bucharest 

Meeting, the Romanian government has had negotiations 

and talks with the representatives of practically all the states 

on the continent. On these occasions we have been able to 

realize that in the ranks of broad political circles, European 

government circles included, the deliberate wish is growing 

to seek by means of negotiations and discussions for realistic 

solutions for the elimination of the hotbeds of disagreement 

accumulated on the continent, and for placing the inter-state 

relations on new, healthy bases.

�ere are now broad possibilities favouring the successful 
unfolding of the actions directed towards the achievement of sec-
urity on the European continent. Obviously, there are still a 

series of obstacles to be surmounted in the road towards the 
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achievement of this target; in any case, we are under no illu-

sions about the fact that European security could be achieved 

by only general statements and talks about good intentions. 

Yet, by the persevering joint efforts of all the countries, by an 

active policy of developing inter-state contacts, by persever-

ing and patient exploration of all the possibilities of peaceful 

settlement of the outstanding issues, the trend towards de-

tente on our continent can gain ground, and real progress can 

be achieved along the Iine of achieving European security.

�e wide response aroused in the West European coun-

tries by the Budapest appeal of the Warsaw Treaty mem-

ber-states confirms once more the interest of public opinion 

in the establishment of a climate of active cooperation, of de-

tente and peace in Europe. �is appeal met with a favourable 

reception in the ranks of the most diverse social categories 

— working people, intellectuals, remarkable cultural figures, 

prominent political personalities, representatives of public life 

and peace fighters in numerous countries. Stress should be 

laid in this context on the positive appreciations made and 

stands taken by some state leaders, by representatives of pol-

itical parties, by responsible factors of European states, who 

welcomed the appeal and expressed their adhesion to the tar-

gets set forth in connection with toning down the tension and 

creating a climate of trust and peaceful cooperation on the 

continent. �e fact that the ideas set forth in the appeal have 

aroused positive reactions among numerous political and gov-

ernment circles in the European countries and on other con-

tinents demonstrates that any proposal and action aimed at 

European detente enjoy the endorsement of public opinion, 

and stimulate the forces standing for the maintenance and 

consolidation of peace.

A conference of the European countries would allow 

for an ample collective debate of the security problems on 
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the continent, would facilitate the finding of solutions for 

surmounting the difficulties prevailing in the path towards 

détente and could occasion a positive evolution of the inter-

national atmosphere in Europe. In order that such a confer-

ence may have chances of success, an intensive political and 

diplomatic activity must be conducted for paving the way to-

wards the improvement of the climate on the continent. We 

do not set out from the premise that the ideas and problems 

included in the appeal that was signed at the Budapest Meet-

ing would exhaust all the modalities and possibilities meant 

to facilitate the attainment of the aim of European security. 

It would be particularly useful if each country would make 

its own contribution to seeking out the most adequate means 

of realization of this desideratum, setting forth to this end 

constructive proposals and suggestions. In their decision en-

dorsed recently with regard to approval of the Warsaw Treaty 

member-states’ appeal to all the European states, the State 

Council and the government of the Socialist Republic of Ro-

mania have shown that they are ready to examine with full 

attention the suggestions of other European states concerning 

the organization of the conference, to discuss also the impedi-

ments that might appear on the road of realizing this idea and 

have underlined that we are receptive to any proposal directed 

towards the achievement of security and cooperation on the 

Continent. Essential is that a constructive attitude be adopt-

ed in this connection, that the European states should meet 

halfway each other, should manifest a maximum of recep-

tiveness to the initiatives, the standpoints that are favourable 

to peace and detente, regardless on the part of whom they 

would come; at the same time, it is necessary that new actions 

be inaugurated to rally increasingly ample forces to the effort 

for the many-sided development of cooperation among the 

European states, irrespective of social system.
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�e development of inter-state relations of cooperation, re-
gardless of social system, is the essential means of achieving Euro-
pean security. �e relations between the European countries 

have for too long a time been shadowed by mistrust and 

suspicion; time has come for the apprehensions and incerti-

tude to be gradually removed, for the inter-state relations to 

be placed on new, healthy foundations. Our Party and state 

believe that this basis is only provided by full recognition and 

strict observance of the rights of each people to decide on its 

own fate, to follow the path of development it considers to be 

in harmony with its will and interests, by the observance of 

equal rights, of the independence and sovereignty of states, of 

mutual advantage. �e steadfast promotion of these princi-

ples — emphasized also in the appeal of the Warsaw Treaty 

member-states — is the fundamental premise of a peaceful 

coexistence of the nations and of fruitful cooperation among 

them, and of consolidating peace.

Life has shown that direct links and contacts between 

the responsible factors of the European countries are of par-

ticular importance for better mutual acquaintance with the 

standpoints and positions, for a thorough examination of the 

bilateral and general problems of the international situation, 

for the creation of conditions for an increasingly ample and 

fruitful cooperation among the states on our continent.

Essential in an efficient approach of the problems of Euro-

pean security and of strengthening peace on the continent 

is that one should set out from taking into consideration and 
recognizing the realities established after the Second World War, 
the inviolability of the existing frontiers, the Oder-Neisse frontier 
included, as well as of the frontiers between the GDR and the 
FRG. In acting along this line, we must bear in mind the cre-

ation of such an atmosphere where each people should have 

full certitude of its security, should be sure of the intangibility 

183

of the frontiers, of territorial integrity, and should feel safe 

from any danger of aggression.

An important demand of improving the European polit-

ical climate and of expanding cooperation on the Continent 

is recognition of the existence of the two German states � the 
German Democratic Republic, a socialist state, and the Feder-
al Republic of Germany � and the development of normal re-
lations with them for their participation in the resolving of all 
European problems.

A radical measure for the elimination of the sources of 

tension and the strengthening of peace and European sec-

urity is the abolition of military blocs. �e parties and gov-

ernments of the socialist countries, stressing that the world’s 

division into opposing military blocs is in contradiction with 

the tendencies of a healthy development of international life 

and is anachronical, constituting an obstacle in the road of 

inter-state cooperation, have repeatedly stated their readiness 

to proceed, concomitantly with the abolition of the North 

Atlantic alliance, to the dissolution of the Warsaw Treaty. It 

is well known that these statements have enjoyed a power-

ful response among the European peoples as well as among 

world public opinion. At present, when broad circles of public 

opinion declare themselves against the prolongation of the 

North Atlantic pact, the reiteration of these statements in the 

Budapest Appeal meets with approval and satisfaction among 

the peoples.

A cardinal target in the struggle for the creation of a Euro-

pean security system, for which the socialist countries have in 

the Bucharest Declaration as well pledged themselves to mil-

itate, is the dismantling of foreign military bases, the withdrawal 
of all the troops from the territories of other states to within the 
limits of their national frontiers. Public opinion is ever more 

resolutely speaking up against any manifestation of a military 
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nature meant to intimidate the peoples against any demon-

strations of force which envenom the international political 

atmosphere.

We also hold that under the conditions of today, the dis-
armament problem should focus much more the attention of 

the countries, of all progressive, anti-imperialist forces. Man-

kind is profoundly concerned with the elimination of the 

threat of a thermo-nuclear war; it is notorious that the sole 

radical road of avoiding this threat is nuclear disarmament, 

the abolition of the nuclear weapon stockpiles in existence, 

the prohibition of their use and production. �e adoption of 

the Treaty on nuclear weapon non-proliferation has been a 

step along this line. It must, however, be continued by fur-

ther concrete, practical measures along the line of nuclear dis-

armament, which should be conducive to a continuous dim-

inution of the nuclear danger. Of a particular importance for 

the peace and security of the peoples would be the creation of 

denuclearized zones.

2  IN FAVOUR OF A NUCLEARFREE  
ZONE IN THE BALKANS

Romania holds that the realization of a lasting cooper-

ation between the Balkan countries is, under the present con-

ditions, a factor of capital necessity for the development of 

each country in the region, and also for the cause of security 

and peace in the Balkan area and Europe.

Setting out from the danger spelt by nuclear weapons to 

the life and civilization of humanity, Romania maintains that 

firm action is needed so that no nuclear weapons should exist 

in the Balkan region.

We view the realization of denuclearized zones as a com-
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ponent part of the fight for nuclear disarmament, for the ban-

ning of the nuclear weapons.

3  NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT AND THE 
NONPROLIFERATION TREATY

One of the fundamental aspirations of the whole of man-

kind is the removal of the danger of a nuclear war, which 

brings about dangers unprecedented in history hovering over 

human civilization. In our opinion, the secure road to eliminat-
ing the danger of thermo-nuclear war is banning the use of nu-
clear weapons, cessation of their production and complete liquid-
ation of the existing stockpiles. However, in order to smooth 

the path towards this target, a number of transitory, partial 

measures can be taken into consideration that should contrib-

ute to effectively lessening the nuclear danger.

Romania considers that in this respect the banning of the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons would be of particular importance. 
But it goes without saying that this move must be part of a 

series of measures leading to nuclear disarmament. Without 

precise, firm and efficient measures on the part of all states for 

ceasing the production of nuclear weapons, for reducing and 

ultimately liquidating the existing stockpiles, non-prolifera-

tion would not only fail to secure progress along the way of li-

quidating the danger of a nuclear war, but would bring about 

its indefinite perpetuation. Such an approach to non-prolifer-

ation of nuclear weapons would only legislate the division of 

the world into nuclear and non-nuclear states, would allow the 

nuclear powers to further increase their nuclear arsenal and 

further improve nuclear weapon technology. �erefore, with 
the assuming of the obligation of renouncing the nuclear weapon 
on the part of the non-nuclear states, a non-proliferation treaty 
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must include precise obligations of the nuclear states concerning 
measures aimed at banning and destroying those weapons.

In our epoch of large-scale technological-scientific revolu-

tion, economic progress is closely linked to the peaceful use 

of nuclear power — a remarkable gain of human genius, the 

most recent source of power for expanding the economy, sci-

ence and technology. �erefore, taking measures of non-pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons must ensure boundless rights and 
possibilities to all countries, without discrimination, to carry out 
research work in this �eld, to use the gains of nuclear science for 
peaceful development. Any restrictions regarding the access to 

peaceful use of nuclear power would doom the non-nuclear 

countries to lagging behind from the industrial and scientific 

point of view, and would encroach upon every people’s right 

to benefit by the great gains of modern civilization.

It should also be pointed out that the efficiency and 

power of attraction of a non-proliferation treaty depend on 

the extent to which it will guarantee all the participant states 

a higher degree of security. In view of the fact that non-pro-
liferation implies the obligation of the non-nuclear states not to 
acquire this weapon, it is quite justi�ed and necessary that � 
until the complete liquidation of the nuclear stockpiles � the 
non-nuclear states should get security guarantees, �rst of all the 
commitment of the states that possess the nuclear weapon not to 
utilize it against them, not to menace them with the use of that 
weapon in any circumstances whatever.

A non-proliferation treaty should also provide for a precise 
and equitable control system, based on the principle of equality of 
states, equally binding on all countries, a system which should not 
make it possible to interfere in the internal a�airs of the peoples.

Non-proliferation of nuclear weapons must lead to liquid-

ating the division of the world into nuclear and non-nuclear 

countries, to strengthening equality among states, to truly 

187

lessening the menace of war. If the non-proliferation treaty 
meets these fundamental requirements, it will succeed in real-
ly being a means of strengthening peace and international sec-
urity, and of defending the peoples� life. Since all the peoples, 

all the anti-imperialist forces, are interested in this problem, 

all the countries of the world should participate in debating 

such measures, as the absence of certain countries, particu-

larly from among the nuclear countries, might jeopardize the 

success of non-proliferation. Romania considers that e�orts 
must be continued for achieving a non-proliferation treaty which 
should meet the interests of the general progress of mankind and 
world peace.

�e ratification of Romania’s adhesion to the Treaty on 

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is on the agenda 

of the present meeting of the State Council.

As is known, Romania has actively participated in the 

working out of this Treaty. She advanced a series of proposals 

and remarks aimed at improving the initial draft during the 

proceedings of the Disarmament Committee and in the Gen-

eral Assembly of the United Nations. Some of these proposals 

and remarks were taken into consideration and materialized 

in a series of amendments to the draft, and have been includ-

ed in the Treaty we are discussing today.

I should say, however, comrades, that unfortunately, 

the Treaty does not include all the proposals and remarks 

of Romania and other states. One can say that the Treaty, 

in its present form, does not fully meet the demands of the 

international progressive movement, of ensuring the peoples’ 

security. At the same time, a series of countries, the People’s 

Republic of China included, which own nuclear weapons, are 

outside the Treaty, a fact which from the very beginning lim-

its the Treaty’s sphere of operation.

Moreover, the Treaty provisions do not include practical 
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measures for stopping nuclear weapon production, for abol-

ishing stockpiles of this weapon, as it also fails to provide 

guarantees against the nuclear weapon being used in case of 

war; therefore, we cannot say that it is a Treaty apt to afford 

certitudes to mankind against an atomic war, to provide sec-

urity of the fact that nuclear weapons are not used against the 

peoples. Nevertheless, we considered and do consider that the 

Treaty signifies a step towards measures for limiting and abol-

ishing the development of atomic arming, and that is why we 

have backed this Treaty and propose it for ratification.

Yet, we consider it necessary for us to further carry on sus-

tained activity both in Geneva and at the United Nations Or-

ganization, and within other international bodies, for a going 

over to concrete measures of nuclear disarmament; only in 

this way will conditions be created for mankind to be given a 

real guarantee of never falling victim to a nuclear attack. One 

should not forget for any moment that among the owners 

of the nuclear weapon there are imperialist states, and this 

entails the threat of the outbreak of a devastating atomic war. 

�e sole way of eliminating the atomic danger is the banning 

and abolition of nuclear weapons for good and all.

With this end in view, I think that, while ratifying the 

Treaty, the State Council should recommend the government 

intensify activity for the achievement of fresh measures on the 

path of the abolishment of nuclear weapons and atomic dis-

armament. We especially recommend to the government that 

through the Romanian representatives’ activity within the 

Geneva Disarmament Committee it should act most firm-

ly for general disarmament, for the achievement of concrete 

steps towards the abolition of atomic weapons. �is Commit-

tee should not limit itself to general statements — which have 

practically yielded almost no positive result — but should 

concretely concentrate first and foremost on the prohibition 
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of nuclear weapons and their use.

With these remarks and recommendations, I propose that 

we accept the ratification of the Treaty.

4  THE NEED TO WINDUP NATO AND 
THE WARSAW TREATY

As is known, our Party and government consider the 

existence of military blocs, of the NATO aggressive pact, as 

an obstacle in the path of developing trust and cooperation 

among states. In our opinion, efforts must be intensified for 

the dissolution of the NATO aggressive pact and with it of 

the Warsaw Treaty. �is would have a positive influence on 

the political climate in Europe, on the improvement of inter-

state relationships and on strengthening peace on our contin-

ent and throughout the world.

Measures are also necessary for the dismantling of mil-

itary bases and the withdrawal of foreign troops from the ter-

ritories of other states. As long as the military bases and the 

foreign troops continue to be on the territory of other states, 

it is difficult to speak about the rigorous implementation of 

the principles of observing the independence and sovereign-

ty of other states. �e implementation of European security 

presupposes the development among states of relations of a 

new type, the start out from the observance of the national 

independence and sovereignty of everyone, from non-interfer-

ence in the affairs of other states, from trust and cooperation. 

It must be understood that European security is closely linked 

to the observance of the security and independence of each 

state. We consider that it is necessary to intensify the activ-

ity on all planes for further steps to be taken on the path of 

creating the necessary conditions for the implementation of 
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European security.

Mankind is rightfully preoccupied with the danger spelt 

by the existence of nuclear weapons. �erefore, it is neces-

sary to make sustained efforts for the cessation of the nucle-

ar armaments race, the liquidation of the existing stockpiles; 

this is the only real way that can safeguard mankind against 

the danger of a thermo-nuclear war. �e non-proliferation of 

atomic weapons whose significance is incontestable must be 

implemented in the conditions of assuring all the nations that 

renounce these weapons that they shall never be the victims 

of an atomic aggression or of a threat of nuclear weapons be-

ing used against them. It is the legitimate right of each state 

that renounces the atomic weapon to have the certainty that 

no attempts will be made on its national independence and 

sovereignty. �e use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes is 

taking on great importance for the future. It can be said that 

on this depends the future economic progress itself of each 

country. �at is why the access to researches in this domain, 

to the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, must be 

ensured without any kind of restrictions to all states.

10
ROMANIA AND THE THIRD WORLD



193

1  THE ROLE OF IMPERIALISM IN THE 
MODERN WORLD

In the assessment of the relation of forces in the contemporary 
world, not for a moment should it be forgotten that imperial-
ism still has a material and military potential that must not be 
underrated, and which it uses in order to regain its lost positions 
and to maintain and consolidate its domination.

In order to hamper the process of the revolutionary strug-

gle of the working class, to stifle the national liberation move-

ment and the states’ tendencies towards sovereign develop-

ment, imperialism encroaches upon the gains of the peoples, 

upon the democratic freedoms of the mass, and resorts to 

plots, coups d’état and military aggressions. By bolstering 

up the most reactionary internal forces, imperialism has in a 

number of countries managed to remove the parliamentary, 

democratic systems, and to impose reactionary, dictatorship 

governments that conduct a policy of subjecting the national 

interests to foreign monopolies. �is, with good reason, caus-

es legitimate anxiety among the progressive forces the world 

over. In the promotion of the policy of aggression, of interfer-

ence in the internal affairs of other peoples, the chief inspiring 

and organizing force is American imperialism, which has the 

largest material and military resources.

�e course of events shows that the policy of aggression 

and dictate pursued by American imperialism in various parts 

of the world is calling forth the growing disapproval of world 

public opinion and increases the former’s isolation in the 

international arena. Even member countries of the imperialist 

military groupings disassociate themselves from the aggres-

sive actions of the U.S., seeing in them the danger of getting 

involved in war-like adventures, of jeopardizing their own 

national interests. Ever more visible tendencies towards an in-
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dependent policy, towards unhampered progress of inter-state 

relations, are manifest in the Western countries.

�e penetration of American capital, the growth of the 

economic hegemony of American monopolies in a number 

of capitalist countries, are also encountering the ever-greater 

opposition of the business circles in those countries and ag-

gravate the contradictions within the capitalist system.

�e entire course of international social and political life 
shows that imperialism has not become stronger than before. 
It resorts to aggressive acts and interference in the internal 

affairs of other countries because it feels that its positions 

are increasingly threatened by the tide of the revolutionary 

struggle, by the movement for independence. �is does not, 

however, mirror its strength, but its weakness. �e successes 

won by the reactionary forces undoubtedly have a temporary 

character; they can hamper and delay the process, having the 

character of law, of the progressive social development of the 

world, but in no case stop it. �ere is no force in the world 

capable of checking the fight of the peoples to shake off the 

imperialist sway, of preventing the movement for national 

and social emancipation from emerging victorious.

Without doubt, an ample and objective survey of events, 

of the victories and of the temporary defeats of the revolution-

ary forces in some countries, under the conditions in which 

the superiority of the anti-imperialist front over reaction and 

imperialism is evident, would be very useful and would help 

the revolutionary anti-imperialist movement to draw valuable 

lessons for the fight in the future. Such a survey must be done 

in our communist, revolutionary movement by each of its de-

tachments.

It results from the foregoing that the contemporary world 

provides the image of a constant evolution of the progressive 

forces, of the continuous enhancement of their influence in 
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the ranks of the peoples, of the broadening of the movement 

for national and social liberation, for the promotion of friend-

ship and peaceful cooperation among peoples. Life shows 
that where the revolutionary, anti-imperialist forces act closely 
united, with determination and in a �ghting spirit, they deal 
strong blows at reaction and win ever new victories.

In the following passages I shall dwell, but of course with-

out pretending to exhaust the subject, upon the causes and 

factors that have determined some failures in the revolution-

ary, anti-imperialist movements.

In our opinion, one of the important causes that have facili-
tated for the forces of reaction and imperialism the obtaining of 
some temporary successes resides in the lack of unity of the socialist 
countries, of the communist and working-class movement, in the 
division of the revolutionary, anti-imperialist forces, preventing 
them from acting with the necessary determination and �rm-
ness. For the carrying out of its policy of world domination, 

imperialism resorts to the weapon of the division of inter-

nal progressive forces in various countries, to the old bogey 

of the so-called communist threat, to pitting some countries 

against one another, to the tactic of successively hitting at 

the detachments of the anti-imperialist front. �e duty of the 

progressive forces everywhere is to expose this policy and an-

nihilate its effects, to work for the strengthening of the unity 

of action, both internally and internationally, of all those in-

terested in defending democratic gains and the independence 

of the peoples, as well as the peace and security of the world.

Another cause, in our opinion, lies in the fact that some con-
fusions and illusions with regard to the change of the aggressive 
character of imperialism, and paci�st, legalist concepts have 
worked their way into the ranks of the revolutionary, anti-im-
perialist movement. �e expressions of underestimation of the 

material and military strength of imperialism, of overestima-
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tion of its own forces, have led to the relaxation of vigilance, 

to the appearance of a spirit of complacency; the revolutionary 

forces in some countries were taken unawares by the attacks 

of reaction, and were not prepared to adopt the forms and 

methods of fight required by the circumstances in order to be 

able to repel these attacks, to defend the democratic liberties.

Life proves the correctness of the Marxist-Leninist teaching 
that the reactionary forces do not renounce their positions and 
privileges of their own accord, do not cede without �ght to the 
democratic and progressive movement, and do their utmost to 
sti�e the �ght for social and national liberation. �e course of 

international life shows that as long as imperialism exists, the 

danger of interference in the internal affairs of the peoples and 

the danger of aggression and war also exists, the danger of a 

world war included. �is demands from the anti-imperialist 

forces to keep their vigilance alert, to assess most objectively 

the dangers created by the aggressive activities of imperialism, 

to closely survey the course of events so as to be able to better 

foresee the evolution of the social struggle and act accord-

ingly. Experience so far also sets o� the necessity for perfecting 
tactics and strategy so that the revolutionary, anti-imperialist 
forces are permanently prepared to use any form and method of 
action capable of ensuring the victory of the �ght for social and 
national liberation.

It is an unquestionable truth that has been permanently 

verified by life that the fundamental factor which conditions 

the victory in the fight for national and social liberation is the 

close unity of all the progressive, revolutionary forces in each 

country, as well as the steady strengthening of the fighting 

solidarity of the anti-imperialist forces throughout the world. 

In face of the cohesion of this tremendous tide, no reactionary 

force can resist. Closely united, ready to cope with any cir-

cumstance, being permanently in the offensive, the anti-im-
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perialist front — the greatest socio-political progressive force 

ever known in mankind’s history — is invincible. It can frus-

trate every plot of reaction and can ensure peace and cooper-

ation among peoples.

2  SUPPORT FOR THE STRUGGLE  
AGAINST IMPERIALISM

One of the burning questions of international relations is 

the presence, in great areas of the world, of a large number of 

countries that are lagging economically and socially as a con-

sequence of long colonial rule. �e robbing of their national 

riches by the imperialist powers has prevented these peoples 

from developing their productive forces, their industry, agri-

culture and science, from securing high spiritual and material 

living standards, while in advanced capitalist countries the 

national wealth has continuously increased. �is severe social 

and economic gap continues to widen even nowadays. Life 

has shown that imperialism, the capitalist system, is unable to 

ensure the rapid social and economic progress of the under-

developed countries. At present, the fundamental objective 

of scores of peoples that have recently won their national 

independence is their self-standing social, political and eco-

nomic development. �e surest way to achieve this basic desid-
eratum lies above all in the intensi�cation of their own e�orts, in 
the mobilization of their entire human and material potential, 
in the concentration and uni�cation of all the advanced, pro-
gressive forces of every nation. �e consolidation of national 

independence, the access of these peoples to the gains of mod-

ern civilization cannot be imagined otherwise.

Owing to the insufficient economic development of these 

countries, the progress-promoting social forces, and in the 
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first place the working class, are still weak both in terms of 

number and organization; in some places they have just start-

ed the process of formation. Moreover, in many areas of the 

world, colonial rule has left behind a number of unsettled 

problems which the imperialist circles try to use in order to 

divide and weaken the young independent states, in order to 

sow discord among them and to prevent these young nations 

from uniting in their fight against imperialism and foreign 

domination. �e liquidation of any form of imperialist domin-
ation and the independent development of these peoples requires 
the strengthening of unity and solidarity between them and call 
for their many-sided mutual assistance.

�e communist parties, the advanced revolutionary forces, 

play an important part in the struggle for the democratic, 

progressive development of the young independent states. 

�at is why the refusal of some leading circles to cooper-

ate with the communists or with other revolutionary forces 

weakens the fighting capacity of these peoples and prejudices 

the fulfilment of their aspirations for progress and a better 

life. �e pooling of the e�orts made by the progressive parties and 
forces is an essential prerequisite for the advance of these countries 
along the road of progress, of their independent development. An 

important part in the speeding up of their advance can be 

played by the technical, scientific and economic assistance 

granted by advanced countries, based on the observance of 

the principle of national sovereignty and non-interference in 

internal affairs. In their e�orts for progress, against imperialist 
domination, these countries �nd important support in the mani-
fold cooperation with the countries of the world socialist system.

�e Romanian people develops relations of friendly cooper-
ation with these countries, feels a deep sympathy with the cause 
of these peoples, manifests its full solidarity with the struggle 
they wage against imperialism and colonialism, for national in-
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dependence, for progress and prosperity, and stands close to them 
in their e�orts to defend their democratic revolutionary gains. 
�ese feelings of support and solidarity of our people have 

been and will be permanently and consistently reflected in 

the entire foreign policy carried on by our socialist state.

�e evolution of international life confirms the realism, 

viability and efficiency of the policy of peaceful coexistence 

between states having different social systems. However, 
peaceful coexistence does not mean putting up with the expan-
sion-seeking and aggressive trends of imperialism, accepting its 
claims to dominate the world, but the instauration of relations 
based on equal rights for all the countries, and which should 
ensure the independent development of every people and nation. 
�e basic premise of a normal cooperation between countries 

with different social systems is the strict observance of the 

inalienable right of each people to decide its own destiny, to 

choose its way of development by its own will and at the same 

time the categorical abandon of force as a means of solving 

pending problems between states and of the interference in 

the internal affairs of other countries. �e normal develop-

ment of the relations between sovereign and independent 

states, having equal rights, can be ensured only by the strict 

observance of these principles. Reality requires that all par-

ties, all politically responsible men, should act with concern 

for the promotion of the spirit of understanding and cooper-

ation among peoples.

Romania will continue in future too to consistently mil-

itate for the development of international cooperation, being 

convinced that by this activity, she will make her contribution 

to the establishment of an atmosphere of confidence and rap-

prochement among peoples — a fundamental prerequisite for 

safeguarding peace and security all over the world.
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3  THE STRUGGLE IN VIETNAM

�e most blameworthy act perpetrated by U.S. imper-

ialism — a telling expression of the profoundly reactionary 

character of the U.S. policy — is the aggression in Vietnam. 

�e powerful reaction of protest and desolidarization this act 

has aroused in the widest sections of world public opinion 

spotlights how heavy is the responsibility the U.S. has taken 

upon itself before history, before mankind’s judgement.

�e justice of the Vietnamese people’s cause is obvious to 

every man of good will, it enjoys sympathy and support from 

all peoples. �e high morale and the determination of the 

Vietnamese people in waging its heroic fight against the im-

perialist aggressors demonstrate that the thirst for liberty and 

independence of a people cannot be suppressed by means of 

arms, and its will to assert unhampered its national identity 

cannot be stifled.

Our Party and government, the entire people, have mani-

fested their full fraternal solidarity with the fight of the Viet-

namese people from the first day of the U.S. aggression.

Our country has supported and continues to support 

the Vietnamese people in the political, material and moral 

spheres, and is resolved to give this support until complete 

victory against the American aggressors. We are glad that the 

Vietnamese comrades appreciate the aid granted by the Ro-

manian people, by the other socialist countries, emphasizing 

its importance in the hard fight they are waging against the 

aggressors. We consider that it is necessary to intensify the 

political and diplomatic efforts, the actions in mobilizing the 

entire world public opinion, to demand an end to the U.S. 

aggression in Vietnam.

Lately, public opinion has been witnessing the repeated 

attempt of American imperialism to deceive mankind by so-
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called peace proposals. �ese cannot be considered as an ex-

pression of the sincerity of the U.S., of its desire to put an end 

to the war in Vietnam as long as American imperialism keeps 

intensifying the aggression in South Vietnam and the bomb-

ing of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

Mankind expects the U.S. to cease finally and uncon-

ditionally the bombing of the Democratic Republic of Viet-

nam: to stop the acts of war in Vietnam, to withdraw its 

troops, to recognize the National Liberation Front, the au-

thentic representative of South Vietnam, to let the Vietnam-

ese people solve its domestic affairs by itself, without foreign 

interference. For the solution of the Vietnamese question, it is 

absolutely necessary that the provisions of the Geneva agree-

ments be observed.

We are convinced that the fight of the peace- and free-

dom-loving forces throughout the world will determine the 

ending of the imperialist aggression against the Vietnamese 

people.

4  THE ARABISRAELI CONFLICT

�e recent events in the Near East which have led to the 

armed conflict between Israel and the Arab countries have 

caused our people too, just as other peoples, much bitterness 

and anxiety. It is obvious that the reactionary imperialist cir-

cles wish to constantly maintain tension in the Middle East 

and in other parts of the world in order to promote more 

easily their policy of colonialist domination. From the be-

ginning the Party and government of our country have con-

sidered that only reaction and imperialism can benefit by the 

armed struggle between the Arab countries and Israel, and 

have therefore appealed for avoidance of the use of force in 
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solving the disputed problems. Our Party and government, 

and the Romanian people, give support to the Arab peoples 

in their struggle for independence from imperialism, for so-

cial progress and national unity just as they support, more-

over, the efforts of all countries that are still under the sway 

of colonial bondage to liberate themselves and to take their 

fate into their own hands, to ensure for themselves a self-reli-

ant development. Of course, the struggle for liberation from 

foreign rule must be waged from advanced positions, those 

of ensuring the democratic and national development of each 

people. Today, the existence of the State of Israel is a reality, 

and peace in that part of the world can only be obtained by 

finding solutions of peaceful coexistence between the Arabs 

and the State of Israel. Of course, a particular situation has 

now developed following military fights. Israel has occupied 

a number of territories. Some leading circles in that country 

raise territorial demands, which however, can only sharpen 

the contradictions and aggravate still more the situation in 

that area of the world. Nothing entitles the State of Israel 

to raise new territorial claims and we consider it necessary 

that it should withdraw from the occupied territories and pro-

ceed on the line of finding solutions to ensure the solving of 

the problem of the Arab population that took refuge from 

Israel and of other outstanding issues, and to guarantee the 

development and peaceful coexistence of all peoples in that 

area. �e problems are not simple ones. �ere will be still 

much turmoil, and tension will not be removed easily. It must 

be borne in mind that big interests of the imperialist powers 

are at stake there, that the huge oil wealth of the Middle East 

is now, just as in the past, a strong attraction and that the 

monopoly circles will henceforth too do everything in their 

power to maintain the state of tension, as only in this way 

will they be able to promote their aims of domination, of ex-
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ploiting the wealths of those peoples. Our Party and govern-

ment will henceforth, too, strive for the finding of solutions 

by peaceful means, by negotiations in that region.

As to the Near East, Romania maintained and continues 

to maintain that in this part of the world, the problems can-

not be solved by means of arms, but only by political means, 

by creating conditions for the independent development of all 

states. �at is why we have been from the onset against re-

sorting to the use of force; we were and are against the use of 

force for the settlement of the situation in the Near East. We 

consider that the Israeli troops have to be withdrawn from the 

occupied Arab territories. Occupying territories and main-

taining them under occupation cannot but lead to complicat-

ing and aggravating tension. �e military actions must stop; 

any new attacks and more so attacks against peaceful targets 

and the civilian population cannot but kindle still more the 

flame of war, to deepen still more the conflict. We also con-

sider that account should be taken of the existence of the 

Palestinian population which plays an important role in the 

Near East. �e extinction of the conflict in this area demands 

satisfaction of the national interests of Palestine, inclusive of 

the possibility — if this population wants it — of forming its 

own independent state. Without taking into consideration all 

these problems, peace cannot be ensured in that part of the 

world. We appreciate that the Security Council Resolution 

of November 1967 provides a good basis for the settlement 

of the conflict and declare ourselves for its undelayed imple-

mentation in the interest of the peoples living in that area, of 

international peace and security.

We understand and resolutely support the aspirations 

of the Arab peoples towards full national liberation, social 

emancipation, towards democratic, progressive development. 

In expressing our viewpoint, we start from the thesis that the 



204

people that does not acknowledge the right of other peoples 

to independence and independent existence cannot itself be 

free. It is clear that, as a result of the maintenance of tension 

and conflicts, of the perpetuation of the state of belligerence 

in the Near East, it is only the imperialist circles that stand 

to gain, their aim being to divide the peoples, to raise dissen-

sions and tension in order to maintain and consolidate their 

domination, it is the reactionary circles in that region that 

stand to gain.

5  THE STRUGGLE AGAINST RACIALISM IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA

�e Romanian people is watching with great sympathy 

the efforts made by the young states of Africa and of other con-

tinents for the defence and consolidation of their independ-

ence; it backs their struggle for their independent economic 

and social development, for the large and efficient harnessing 

of national resources for the benefit of their own peoples. We 

have welcomed with great satisfaction the deep-going chan-

ges of renewal that have taken place on the African contin-

ent, and which in the course of the last twenty years have led 

to the emergence of dozens of new states in that part of the 

world — among them the young state of Zambia.

Romania is in fully solidary with the struggle of the 

peoples against foreign oppression, against colonialism and 

neo-colonialism, for the abolition of every form of the domin-

ation of one state by another, of the spoliation of the national 

wealth and of the fruit of the work of other peoples. Our 

country most strongly condemns the racial discrimination 

and the policy of apartheid carried out by the ruling circles of 

the Republic of South Africa and Rhodesia, the brutal viola-
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tion of the fundamental rights and liberties of man.

APPENDIX

THE DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS  

WITH THE THIRD WORLD

Source: Report of the National Conference of the  
Romanian Communist Party, 1972

As I have stressed repeatedly, we have been and are pay-

ing special attention to the development of relations with the 

countries which have taken the road to the affirmation of in-

dependence. We appreciate that relations with these states are 

of great significance not only economically but also political-

ly, as they are in keeping with the general policy of struggle 

for the economic and social progress of each country, with 

the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-coloni-

alism. At present Romania has good relations with all these 

states.

�e visit I have made in the spring of this year to eight 

African countries, the talks we had with the leaders of those 

states, the agreements and understandings concluded on this 

occasion in the political, economic, technical, scientific and 

cultural domains, in the fields of developing collaboration 

with the ruling parties and other civic organizations in those 

countries, are of paramount importance for the evolution of 

our future relations. �ey tellingly reflect the policy of our 

Party of developing and strengthening multilateral cooper-

ation with those states.

From the rostrum of the National Conference, I would 

like to assure all these states that Romania, our Party, will do 
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everything to implement the understandings and agreements 

concluded for the promotion, in the future, too, of friendship 

and solidarity among the peoples and parties of our coun-

tries. We can say that in the last few years the relations of 

collaboration between Romania and nearly all the African 

states have developed strongly, that there are good prospects 

for their further flourishing. Romania is also granting strong 

material, political and diplomatic support to the national lib-

eration movements in the African countries — Guinea-Bis-

sau, Angola, Mozambique and Namibia. We appreciate that 

all conditions are at hand for the struggle for national liber-

ation in these countries to come out victorious in the next few 

years. Our country’s relations have strongly developed with 

the countries in Latin America which are rising ever more 

firmly for taking their national riches into their own hands, 

for their independent economic and social development.



President Nyerere of the United Republic of Tanzania 
greets the Romanian President on his arrival in Tanzania.

11
STATEMENTS ON MORE RECENT 

EVENTS
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1  ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS  
DURING 197175

As a result of the unswerving implementation of the policy 

of socialist industrialization — the basis for the development 

of the entire economy, for the country’s general progress and 

for the guarantee of genuine national independence — in-

dustrial output has grown about 30 times during this per-

iod. Estimated in comparable prices, industrial output was 

worth about 18,000 million lei in 1938; 26,000 million lei in 

1950; 53,000 million lei in 1955; 89,000 million lei in 1960; 

170,000 million lei in 1965; over 300,000 million lei in 1970; 

and in 1975 — following the achievements scored during the 

first four years of the Five-Year Plan and of the plan provisions 

for next year — it will be worth nearly 580,000 million lei.

�e 1971-75 Five-Year Plan has a particularly important 

place in accelerating the growth of the Romanian economy. 

Over 2,400 production capacities are to be commissioned 

during this period; the volume of productive fixed assets will 

grow by 420,000 million lei, that is over 2.5 times more than 

the entire growth during the first three five-year plans taken 

together. At the end of 1975, over 50 per cent of the product-

ive fixed assets will be less than five years old, and only 19 per 

cent will be over ten years old. �ese data clearly show the 

decisive role of the present Five-Year Plan in developing and 

modernizing the technical and material basis of our society.

Important successes have been scored in carrying out the 

tasks set by the National Conference of 1972 and the pledges 

of the Party organizations, of the working people to fulfil the 

Five-Year Plan — in terms of industrial output — ahead of 

schedule. Attainment of the level planned for 1975 will secure 

an average growth rate of 14 per cent for the whole Five-Year 

Plan, that is more than the original provisions.
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In honour of the thirtieth anniversary of Romania’s liber-

ation and of the 11th Congress of the Party, by November 1, 

over 80 enterprises had reached the targets provided for the 

entire Five-Year Plan, while about 900 had considerable over-

fulfilments — of up to one year. Similarly, the Municipality 

of Bucharest and 25 counties report to the Congress that they 

have fulfilled the plan provisions for the first four years ahead 

of schedule, taking a lead of up to five months; this warrants 

that many counties will fulfil the Five-Year Plan in four and a 

half years, thereby making a major contribution to its fulfil-

ment ahead of schedule throughout the economy.

�e Directives submitted to public debate and tabled to 

the 11th Congress describe in detail the successes obtained 

during these years; for this reason, I shall present only some 

of the more important ones.

I wish to point out that in 1971-75 the electric power to 

be installed will be over 5,000 MW, i.e., 3.3 times more than 

the power installed during the 1961-65 Five-Year Plan.

�e output of the machine-building industry has grown 

during the present Five-Year Plan period at an average annual 

rate of about 18.6 per cent, a higher rate of growth being 

recorded in the highly technical sub-branches: electrical en-

gineering — about 20 per cent; electronics — nearly 27 per 

cent; fine mechanics and optics — 33 per cent; machine tools 

— over 33 per cent; technological equipment — about 25 per 

cent; and shipbuilding — over 19 per cent.

High rates have also been obtained in the other industrial 

branches: in the chemical industry — about 19 per cent; in 

the building materials industry — over 10 per cent; in the 

light industry — about 14 per cent; and in the food industry 

— about 9 per cent; similarly, a growth rate of nearly 10 per 

cent has been secured in the local and cooperative industry.

Concern with emphasizing the qualitative aspect of eco-
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nomic activity has increased in industry; more attention has 

been paid to raising the technical standard of the products, 

introducing modern manufacturing technologies, increasing 

labour productivity and cutting down production costs.

Considering all these achievements, the successful fulfil-

ment of the plan targets and the pledge to fulfil the Five-Year 

Plan ahead of schedule, I extend, from the rostrum of the 

11th Congress, and on behalf of the entire Congress, to the 

working class, the engineers and technicians, to all working 

people irrespective of nationality, the warmest congratula-

tions and best wishes of more and more successes in develop-

ing our socialist industry!

Significant successes have also been scored in agricul-

ture, which has an annual growth rate of over 5 per cent; 

agricultural output is nearly twice as big as before the war. 

During the 1971-75 period, annual cereal production will be 

over 15 million tons on an average, as against 8 million tons 

in 1934-38; 10.8 million tons in 1961-65; and 12.7 million 

tons in 1966-70. Major increases have also been recorded 

in the production of vegetables, industrial plants and other 

crops. Animal husbandry and production has also increased 

considerably; meat production has grown about 40 per cent 

against the preceding Five-Year Plan period. A vast irrigation 

and land melioration program is under way, helping to pro-

vide the best conditions for obtaining stable crops. Major suc-

cesses have been scored in mechanizing farming operations, 

in supplying agriculture with fertilizers and other necessary 

chemicals.

All these achievements are further evidence of the cor-

rectness of the Party’s policy for the socialist transformation 

of the villages, and strikingly demonstrate that socialist agri-

culture — both cooperative and state-owned — is provid-

ing the best conditions for the continuous, rapid advance of 



214

agricultural production. From the rostrum of the Congress, 

I wish to extend heartiest congratulations and best wishes of 

further success in their future activities to all working people 

employed in agriculture, cooperative farmers, all the peasants, 

technicians and specialists, for the achievements obtained in 

agriculture.

An approximately 12 per cent increase in the national in-

come per annum has been ensured; this has made it possible 

to implement the program for the country’s socio-economic 

development, and the provisions concerning the raising to a 

higher level of the material living standards and the spiritual 

level of the entire people. �e whole aspect of the towns and 

villages has radically changed following the application of the 

policy of rational territorial distribution of productive forces, 

and of the fulfilment of the housing construction program.

�e results of the unremitting activities of the working 

people who, through physical and spiritual efforts, are build-

ing an ever more dignified and more prosperous life for them-

selves, are evident everywhere. �e wonderful creations of the 

people, and the results of the practical assertion of the princi-

ples of socialism, are visible at every step. �is is why, on the 

occasion of this grand survey, we can say that our Party has 

proved to be the only Party in Romania’s tormented history 

which has completely identified itself with the aspirations and 

interests of the broad masses of the people, giving top prior-

ity to the independence, welfare and happiness of the whole 

people. �is is why the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary 

has occasioned a powerful demonstration of the entire na-

tion’s confidence in the Romanian Communist Party — the 

leading political force in society — as well as a vigorous ex-

pression of our people’s will and determination unswervingly 

to carry into effect the Party’s domestic and foreign policies, 

which fully correspond to the people’s vital interests.
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2  POLICY ON THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER

�e elimination of underdevelopment is one of the fun-

damental problems of today on which international detente, 

peace and collaboration depend. Two-thirds of the world be-

ing underdeveloped or developing, the world’s division into 

rich countries and poor countries is an outcome of historical 

development, the consequence of the old, imperialist and col-

onialist relations of domineering and exploitation, of inequal-

ity and inequity. �e perpetuation of underdevelopment has 

thoroughly negative effects on the whole of mankind’s eco-

nomic and social evolution, on all the people’s progress and 

civilization, on general peace. �at is why we can say that the 

existence of a group of rich, powerfully developed countries 

on the one hand, of needy, poorly developed countries on the 

other hand, is a fundamental issue of our days; the accumu-

lation at one pole of huge riches and the aggravation at the 

other of poverty and misery cannot go on infinitely. Just as 

on a national plane exploitation and oppression, the gathering 

of wealth in the hands of one class lead to sharpening social 

contradictions, to an intensified fight of the dominated and 

exploited and, objectively, to the abolition of these relations 

and the building of a juster system — on an international 

plane, too, inequality and oppression are eventually leading 

to a sharpening of the contradictions between states and ser-

ious conflicts between them. In order to avoid clashes, which 

may become violent, the old inter-state relations should be 

replaced by a new policy of fully equal rights for all the states 

of the world. �is is a law of social development — both on a 

national and international plane — a process brought about 

by the very dialectics of social and historical development.

As a socialist and developing country, Romania is firmly 
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on the side of the countries fighting to remove this situation, 

to do away with underdevelopment, as also with the old rela-

tions that generated it, for the establishment of a new inter-

national economic and political order that should ensure con-

ditions for a faster progress of all peoples, and first of all of the 

lagging ones, for the broad access of all nations to the gains of 

contemporary civilization. Setting out from these principles, 

Romania has deemed it necessary to extensively outline in 

the document recently submitted to the special session of the 

United Nations General Assembly her standpoint on the new 

international economic order, expressing our country’s wish 

and firm determination to actively contribute to the settle-

ment of this fundamental issue of the contemporary epoch.

As we also pointed out at the 11th Party Congress, we 

consider that the establishment of the new order should set 

out first of all from the complete elimination of the policy of 

inequality, of some peoples being dominated and oppressed 

by others, of the imperialist, colonialist and neo-colonialist 

policy. �e new order calls for the establishment in the world 

of new relations, based on the fully equal rights of all nations, 

on the observance of each people’s right to be the full master 

of its national riches, to freely choose its economic and social 

development path, without any outside immixture.

A fundamental element of the new order is the fast 

bridging of the gaps between states, the relative evening up 

of all countries’ levels of economic and social development, 

obviously taking account of the historical, geographic and 

climatic features of each state. No doubt, the filling of the 

gaps is first of all the task of the underdeveloped countries 

themselves. �is presupposes the maximum harnessing of 

their own means and resources, the rallying of the people’s 

efforts, energy and creative capability in order to develop the 

country’s productive forces, to build a modern industry and 
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a high-yield agriculture. Economic progress cannot be con-

ceived nowadays in conditions neglecting one or another of 

these domains, one of the basic branches of material produc-

tion; the harmonious and well-balanced, high-rate develop-

ment of all economic compartments is an essential condition 

of doing away with underdevelopment. Also of outstanding 

importance is the judicious turning to account, in view of a 

faster progress, of both the national raw material resources, 

and the manpower, with permanent attention being paid to 

cadre training in all domains, in step with the demands of the 

contemporary technico-scientific revolution. Of course, all 

this presupposes that each country should assign an import-

ant part of the national income to development. Setting out 

precisely from these considerations, Romania, a socialist, de-

veloping country, has earmarked and earmarks an important 

part of her national income for economic and social progress. 

�e great results scored in the development and moderniza-

tion of the tehnico-material groundwork of society, in raising 

the people’s living standard, are the fruit of this consistent 

policy, of the constant efforts deployed by our whole people.

Parallel to the intensification of their own efforts, a role 

of utmost importance for speeding up the progress of the 

underdeveloped and developing countries is played by ex-

panded international collaboration grounded on equity, mu-

tual advantage and multilateral support. �is collaboration 

should assist the underdeveloped countries in building their 

own industry, in turning to better account their natural re-

sources and in actively participating, on an equal footing, in 

the international division of labour, in the world exchange of 

goods and assets. Taking account of the fact that most of the 

rich countries have secured their progress and development by 

exploiting the former colonies, the underdeveloped countries, 

it is both ethical and equitable that they should give back part 
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of what they appropriated, contributing more substantially, in 

various forms, to the efforts of the underdeveloped countries 

for building a new, modern economy for themselves.

An imperative of the new international economic order 

is the judicious solution of the raw material and energy issue, 

based on the observance of each people’s right to freely ad-

minister its national resources and riches and also based on 

meeting the demands for raw materials of all countries, with 

a view to their economic and social development. In this do-

main it is also necessary to have a broad collaboration of the 

states for a superior harnessing of the existing resources, the 

elimination of waste and irrational consumption, the discov-

ery of new resources for meeting the demands of the whole of 

mankind for progress.

We consider that to ensure a fair ratio between the prices 

of raw materials and the prices of industrial goods, a proper 

correlation between them and the farm produce prices is of 

paramount importance for the establishment of a new inter-

national economic order. It is natural that the countries pro-

ducing raw materials should receive prices enabling them to 

record the fastest possible economic and social development; 

at the same time, industrial goods should be delivered at prices 

encouraging the further development of industrial activity.

As part of the efforts for the establishment of a new inter-

national economic order, special attention should be paid 

to the urgent solving of the world food crisis, by developing 

farm output in all the countries of the world, especially in 

the developing ones, by means of including in the agricul-

tural circuit all untilled areas, increasing per-hectare yields, 

raising the degree of technical and chemical endowment of 

agriculture, and applying to production the latest results of 

agricultural science and technology.

�e new order also presupposes the creation of conditions 
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enabling all states to benefit, within international collabor-

ation, by the gains of modern science and technology. �is 

means that, while backing the efforts of the less advanced 

states for the development of their own basis of research and 

development, their broad unhampered access to modern tech-

nologies should be ensured under conditions of full equality 

and mutual advantage. It is an unquestionable truth that in 

the era of the most tremendous technico-scientific revolution, 

the progress of no country — and least of all the lagging 

ones — can be achieved without the adoption of the most ad-

vanced gains of human knowledge. In this respect, we deem 

it necessary that technical assistance and concrete support be 

given to the underdeveloped countries in the moulding and 

training of experts and workers.

�e artificial barriers and discriminatory clauses which 

narrow the free exchange and equal cooperation among na-

tions should be rapidly eliminated from the practice of inter-

national economic collaboration. An imperious demand is to 

ensure the stability of currency, to create such an international 

currency system favouring the normal and equitable unfold-

ing of economic exchanges and collaboration.

�e establishment of the new economic order equally 

concerns all countries and peoples, the developed, poorly de-

veloped and developing ones, since it is designed to ensure 

stability and an harmonious and balanced development of the 

whole world economy; that is why all states should partici-

pate in building it. Romania considers that an important role 

in this connection should be played by the United Nations, 

the international economic bodies and organizations. Con-

crete programs should be worked out within their framework, 

concerning the translation into life of the various objectives 

of the new order. It is a positive fact that the United Na-

tions devoted a special session last autumn to the problems 
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of underdevelopment and of building the new economic or-

der. We deem it necessary that efforts continue at the United 

Nations Organization for the elaboration of principles and 

the establishment of modalities of practical action, either by 

designating one of the existing agencies of the Organization, 

or — taking account of the importance of this issue —  by 

setting up a special agency which, in a certain period of time, 

should put forward a program of measures on this line.

Romania will most firmly campaign in the future, too, 

for these complex issues of the contemporary world, with pro-

found implications for the whole evolution of mankind, for 

the cause of progress, international collaboration and peace, 

to find concrete solutions, with a view to building a new inter-

national economic order that should ensure the independent 

development of every nation on the path of progress, welfare 

and happiness.

3  DETENTE, EUROPEAN SECURITY AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Chairman,

Your Honours, High Representatives of the Participating 

States, Ladies and Gentlemen,

�e European Conference on Security and Cooperation, 

which gathers the most authorized representatives of 33 

European states, as also of the United States of America and 

Canada, is followed up with the keenest interest and justified 

hope by all the European peoples and, if one may say so, by 

almost all the peoples of the world. It is for the first time that 

the states of the European continent meet in such a confer-

ence so as to reach together agreement on their future, on 

collaboration, security and peace in Europe.
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As is known, Europe had and continues having an out-

standing role in the development of the productive forces, of 

science, technology and culture, of human civilization gener-

ally. At the same time in the 20th century alone, two world 

wars had started on this continent which caused tremendous 

human and material losses, putting a strong brake on the 

progress of the whole of mankind. Bearing all this in mind, 

the success of the Conference, the realization of a genuine sec-

urity for all the peoples of the continent, the securing of the 

free development of each nation sheltered from any aggression 

and interference in its internal affairs, will be a conquest of 

historic importance able to usher in a new era, an era of last-

ing peace in Europe and in the whole world.

�e unfolding of the All-European Conference with posi-

tive results was possible due to the big changes come about 

in contemporary international life. �e impetuous technical 

and scientific revolution, the deep-going national and social 

revolutionary transformations have given a powerful impulse 

to the struggle against the old policy of inequality, of strength 

and dictate, the imperialist, colonialist and neo-colonialist 

policy, to the assertion of the peoples’ will to be full masters of 

their destinies, to build their future as they wish without any 

outside interference. All this has radically changed the bal-

ance of forces internationally, opened up wonderful prospects 

to the implementation of a new policy based on equality and 

mutual respect among nations, to the solving of the problems 

in concordance with the interests of the peace and welfare of 

all the peoples.

Consequently, a switch over was made from the Cold 

War period, from the policy of tension and confrontation, 

to a policy of collaboration which inaugurated the course of 

detente in international life.

Mention should be made, however, of the fact that we are 
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only at the beginning of the period of collaboration and de-

tente, that there still are many conflicts and zones of tension 

in the world, that powerful forces which endanger detente and 

aggravate anew the international situation continue to be at 

work threatening the peoples’ peace and security. Setting out 

from these considerations, Romania assesses that all states, 

all peoples, should intensify their efforts for the consolidation 

and deepening of the course of detente, for the promotion of 

a new international policy where all nations may devote their 

material and human forces to independent economic and so-

cial development, to welfare and happiness.

Inspired by the resolve to secure to the Romanian people 

the possibility of peacefully building the new social system 

as also by the noble ideals of international friendship, collab-

oration and peace, the Socialist Republic of Romania took 

active part together with the other states in the efforts for the 

convening and preparation of the All-European Conference, 

in the wording of the documents, making its active contribu-

tion to the success of the Conference. We highly appreciate 

the proceedings of the first round in Helsinki and the second 

round in Geneva — which established the principle of con-

sensus, democratic standards of equality for the All-European 

Conference and elaborated the documents which are to be 

unanimously endorsed by the present summit meeting. Ro-

mania’s representatives take part in the present meeting con-

vinced as they are that the signing of the documents on Euro-

pean security and cooperation fully correspond to the inter-

ests of their own people, of the other participating peoples, of 

the cause of security, cooperation and peace in Europe and in 

the whole world. �e documents to be signed today assert the 

participating states’ will to found their relations on the prin-

ciples of fully equal rights, respect for national independence 

and sovereignty, renunciation of any form of aggression or 

223

immixture in the internal affairs of others, abolition from the 

relations between them or with other states of threat or use 

of force. �ese principles, powerfully asserted in international 

life in recent years, are the sole lasting groundwork for ensur-

ing peace, collaboration, and economic and social progress 

of each nation. At the same time, the signatory states take 

the solemn pledge to act, in the spirit of the United Nations 

Charter, for the negotiated settlement of all disputed prob-

lems between them.

�e fact that a number of measures leading to strength-

ened confidence, opening the path to fresh steps for the 

settlement of disarmament issues in Europe, were adopted 

by common agreement is of special importance according to 

Romania. �ough insufficient, the measure included in the 

document — on prior notification of manoeuvres and troop 

movements — is meant to play an important role in strength-

ening European security.

We also appreciate the understandings reached on the de-

velopment of economic, scientific and technological relations 

which should ensure the removal of all barriers and restric-

tions of any nature in the realization of mutually advanta-

geous economic exchanges.

Intensification of cultural exchanges and a better infor-

mation through the press and other media should serve the 

rapprochement and friendship among peoples, should not 

admit the propagation of racialism, war propaganda or any-

thing that may lead to hatemongering among peoples. On 

the contrary, this activity should lead to the consolidation of 

respect for the traditions and culture of each people, contrib-

ute at the same time to the dissemination of everything man-

kind has created best in all the fields of human activity and 

knowledge. �erefore, correct information of the peoples is 

needed. It is necessary that we set out from the fact that an 
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end be put to the various misinformation activities detriment-

al to collaboration and security. I would refer among others 

to the activity of some radio stations on the territories of some 

states participating in the current Conference which in no 

way serve the noble aims enshrined in the documents we are 

going to sign today.

As to humanitarian problems, no doubt that everything 

that was covenanted is important, in connection with travels 

and marriages, as also problems related to the working and 

living conditions of the millions of people compelled to leave 

their families, their Homeland, in search for work. It is hard 

not to stress that these may be problems to which more atten-

tion should be paid in the future.

Much reference was made here to ideological principles. I 

am a communist and I cannot but take satisfaction in saying 

that it is precisely because of having embarked on the new 

socialist path of social liberation that Romania, under the 

leadership of the communists, has actually won her independ-

ence and is building a new life, securing the welfare and hap-

piness to the people. No doubt that there are different con-

cepts in the organization of society, in questions of democracy 

and other philosophical problems. But shall we not set out 

in the discussion of these problems from the need to respect 

the right of each people to choose its development path as it 

wishes? I am for a free discussion of any ideological problem; 

I am for the free exchange of opinions, of delegations — and 

I believe that Romania’s policy fully demonstrates this. But in 

connection with what some illustrious speakers said before, I 

would take the liberty of remarking that indeed there is dem-

ocracy and then there is democracy. How could one speak of 

equality, liberty and democracy between the rich countries 

and the countries which have not even got per capita one hun-

dred dollars national income? To realize equality in actual 
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fact means to also realize the necessary material conditions. 

How can one speak of absolutizing some so-called democratic 

standards generally? I would like to affirm that the democracy 

we are achieving in Romania is much more superior to that 

referred to by some speakers here. But I am ready to discuss 

this under any conditions, on the principle of equality and 

respect for opinions, of the right of each one to express these 

opinions. But, speaking of humanitarian questions, it would 

have been well for us to think that, besides the assertion of 

many rights and preoccupations for the working conditions 

of the press — with which I fully agree — we should have 

concerned ourselves much more with the working conditions 

of the working class, peasantry, intelligentsia and the middle 

strata. Why should we concern ourselves only with a certain 

social category, considering that only that one comes with-

in the domains of humanitarian questions? Do not the tens 

and hundreds of millions of people working hard in works, 

in mines, on the fields, deserve our attention for them to lead 

a free and dignified life, a life of welfare? It might have been 

well that in the humanitarian questions we pay more atten-

tion to some aspects linked to the struggle against drugs, 

drug-addiction, criminality and other phenomena seriously 

affecting tens of millions of young people in many countries, 

which are a great danger to the very civilization and progress 

of mankind.

We hope that all these will be solved adequately in the 

future, that greater attention will be paid to them in the next 

meetings, so that we indeed create all the premises — as many 

of the illustrious speakers before me said — for the peoples 

to live better, freer, fully enjoy the blessing of civilization and 

progress.

At the same time, the documents to be signed envisage 

the organization in the future of further meetings, for the 
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purpose of drawing a balance sheet of the way in which the 

commitments taken are being fulfilled, and also to seek out 

ways for solving the serious problems of European political 

life. Although these provisions do not fully correspond to 

the expectations of the Socialist Republic of Romania, to the 

need felt by the European peoples to coordinate their efforts 

for security also in the future, we hold that they nonetheless 

open up the prospect for a continued activity in this domain.

In my opinion, the goal of our activity should be the 

building of a united Europe, based on independent nations, 

on peaceful collaboration on equal footing among all states, 

regardless of social system or size. Setting out from this su-

preme desideratum, Romania considers it necessary that a 

permanent body be set up to ensure the continued consulta-

tions on major problems of the relations of European states, 

intensified cooperation for the complete realization of secur-

ity and peace on the continent. Life also imposes the grow-

ing role of the United Nations and of the other international 

organizations for the broad democratization of world political 

life, ensuring the setting for the active participation of all the 

states regardless of their size in the settlement of the complex 

problems facing mankind, creating the necessary conditions 

for the small- and medium-sized countries to take an ever 

more active part in international life.

During the first and second rounds of the European Con-

ference, and even during this meeting, detente between West 

and East has been spoken of many times, giving the impression 

that European security would mean the settlement of prob-

lems between different geographical zones or different blocs. 

In Europe — as is known — there are states with differing 

social systems, big and small states; but the implementation of 

security and cooperation must refer alike to the founding on 

new bases of the relations between them, regardless of wheth-
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er they are in the west, east, north or south. I consider that 

the participation in different blocs or the differences of social 

systems must not hamper in any way the enforcement and 

realization of all the principles enshrined in the documents 

we shall endorse. It is necessary that we build such relations in 

Europe in which each nation, irrespective of social system or 

size, be able to take part with equal rights in the settlement of 

all problems, have its independence and sovereignty ensured, 

fully enjoy the blessings of economic and social development, 

of progress and civilization.

By the signing of these documents the first All-European 

Conference concludes successfully. At the same time, it should 

be said that this is only the first stage, important of course, 

in the struggle for security and peace. �ere must, however, 

be no illusion that we can sit back quietly and in security. On 

the contrary, we must be aware that a new and decisive stage 

follows in the life of the European peoples, that of actually 

realizing peace, welfare and liberty.

�e European peoples and the whole of mankind expect 

that the principles and standards enshrined in the documents 

we shall sign be immediately and firmly applied, actually 

demonstrating in this way that all the participating states are 

inspired by the wish to ensure the triumph of the new policy 

in Europe. Setting out from the interests of all the peoples of 

our continent and of the cause of peace, it is necessary that 

any transgression of the principles and standards endorsed in 

common be taken as lacking goodwill, as an action meant to 

endanger security, collaboration and peace in Europe.

As far as she in concerned, Romania is firmly resolved to 

do everything for the implementation of these principles. She 

will develop multilateral relations of friendship and collabor-

ation with all the states participating in the conference, with 

all the countries of the world, and will do everything for the 
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triumph of peace on our planet.

We can never forget — even though 30 years have elapsed 

since the end of the Second World War — that many prob-

lems still remain to be solved in Europe. We shall have to 

work also in the future based on the principles and standards 

which governed the proceedings of the European Conference 

on Security, to seek out together the ways of abolishing for 

good and all the sources of tension, to solve the major ques-

tions in the interest of each nation. It is necessary that we 

constantly set out from the supreme principle that no people, 

irrespective of size or social system, can genuinely be free, can 

ensure its own welfare and happiness, unless it respects the 

independence, the right to welfare and happiness of the other 

countries and peoples.

We must look reality in the face and openly tell the peoples 

that the strongest military forces and armaments — includ-

ing nuclear weapons — ever known in history are concen-

trated in Europe, a fact which is a serious danger to the life of 

the European peoples and to the whole world. �erefore, the 

consolidation of detente, the realization of a real security and 

peace on the European continent, cannot be conceived with-

out the taking of resolute disarmament measures, and of nu-

clear disarmament in the first place. Confidence building and 

the development of collaboration must lead to the abolition 

of opposing military blocs, to the concomitant abolishment 

of the North Atlantic Pact and of the Warsaw Treaty. Reso-

lute action must also be taken for the dismantling of foreign 

military bases and the withdrawal of foreign troops from the 

territories of other states to within the national boundaries. 

Sustained efforts are needed on the part of all states for start-

ing to reduce the national armies, armaments and military 

expenditures. Particularly necessary are energetic measures 

for the withdrawal of nuclear armaments from the territory of 
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European states that do not possess such armaments, for the 

transformation of Europe into a continent of collaboration 

and peace.

Also necessary is that all states be secured access to the 

peaceful uses of atomic-nuclear energy. �e danger of prolif-

eration of nuclear weapons cannot be removed except by halt-

ing the production of this armament and starting to liquidate 

it. It must be clear to everyone that as long as atomic arming 

continues, other countries too will start producing nuclear 

weapons — and they will not be able to be stopped. �ere 

is a serious danger — and that is why we should openly tell 

the peoples that we must outlaw atomic armament. �us, we 

shall serve the peoples, the cause of humanity and peace!

�e huge material and human means used for military 

purposes should be devoted to the economic and social de-

velopment of the European peoples, to support the less de-

veloped countries in progressing more speedily, to building 

a juster and better world. Let us do everything so that the 

wonderful gains of science and technique, of human know-

ledge, be put in the service of all peoples’ progress, welfare, 

liberty and happiness and be no longer used for arming and 

destruction.

Romania consistently speaks up for the achievement of 

zones of understanding and good neighbourliness in Europe 

and, in this context, for the transformation of the Balkans 

into a region of collaboration and peace — an integral part of 

strengthening security on the continent.

We are vitally interested in the speedy settlement of the 

Cyprus issue, which should ensure the independence and in-

tegrity of Cyprus, peaceful, democratic collaboration between 

the Greek and Turkish communities.

�e realization of European security should be closely 

linked to the settlement of issues on all the continents. Of 
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special importance are the continuation of efforts for build-

ing a climate of detente, understanding and collaboration in 

the Mediterranean. Likewise, efforts should be made for the 

attainment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 

To that effect sustained efforts are required on the part of all 

states, and of the European states in the first place. We can-

not but see that all those in Europe are directly linked to the 

Middle East, that the security and peace in Europe are closely 

related to peace and the securing of independent development 

to all states in the Middle East.

Closely cooperating among them, the European peoples 

can and must act more firmly for the expansion of collabor-

ation with the developing countries, for the abolition of the 

old policy of inequity which has resulted in the division of 

the world into rich and poor countries, for the establishment 

of a new international economic order securing the harmoni-

ous progress to every nation, the relative equalization of the 

development levels, international economic stability, welfare 

and peace to each people.

From this high rostrum, I am authorized to solemnly 

state that the Socialist Republic of Romania is firmly resolved 

to act with all forces to make its contribution to the imple-

mentation of security, cooperation and peace in Europe, to 

the creation of a new international economic order, to the 

establishment of a lasting peace among all the peoples of the 

planet.

By coincidence, the European Conference concludes in 

the year marking 30 years since the end of the Second World 

War. May this coincidence make all governments, all peoples, 

do everything for another war in Europe not to recur, for a 

world free of wars.

We all have responsibility to our own peoples, but also to 

the entire humanity. I have listened with great satisfaction to 
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the statements made here. We must however say that history 

will judge not only the documents we are going to sign and 

the statements made, but also the way each separate state, 

each government and head of state or government will act for 

the carrying into effect of these documents so that the hopes 

of our contemporaries be fulfilled, that the actions of our gov-

ernments meet all nations’ aspirations for welfare, liberty and 

peace.

On behalf of the Romanian people, I wish to express from 

this high rostrum heartfelt thanks to the governments, parlia-

ments, politicians, parties, political and public organizations, 

to the press and the other information media in the countries 

participating in the Conference which have campaigned and 

contributed to the successful conclusion of the Conference on 

European Security and Cooperation.

I would like to lay special emphasis on the important role 

played by public opinion, by all peoples in these countries 

who should be extended keenest thanks and assurances that 

we shall act in the future too with a sense of responsibility in 

the spirit of the Conference proceedings, for the translation 

into life of the rules and principles of the documents to be 

signed today. To this end, it is my opinion that the strength-

ening of collaboration and unity of all peace-loving forces is 

required, regardless of political, philosophical or religious be-

liefs, of all peoples which have the decisive role in the last an-

alysis, as they are to carry into effect the security and peace in 

Europe and in the whole world. I express my conviction that 

the peoples will know how to make peace and collaboration 

triumph on our planet.

On signing the documents on security and cooperation 

in Europe, I consider it most opportune that we take the sol-

emn pledge to ensure the firm continuation of the course of 

detente, the definitive exclusion of war from the life of Europe 
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and of our planet, from the life of all peoples. Let us spare 

nothing so that peace, friendship and collaboration among 

peoples triumph on the whole globe!

In conclusion, I would like to convey keen thanks to our 

hosts, to President Kekkonen, to the Finnish government 

and people for the hospitality extended to us, for hosting this 

meeting, as also to the Swiss government and people which 

have played host to the second stage of the Conference, ensur-

ing it good working conditions.

Likewise, I address best wishes to all participants in the 

Conference, requesting them to convey to their peoples the 

Romanian people’s feelings of friendship and cordial wishes 

for welfare, happiness and peace!

�ank you for your attention.

4  DEVELOPING RELATIONS WITH 
COUNTRIES WITH SIMILAR  

SOCIAL SYSTEMS

In its international activity, our country has consistently 

given top priority to the development of relations of collabor-

ation with all the socialist countries, considering this to be in 

keeping with both the interests of the Romanian people and 

the interests of the other peoples that are building the new 

system, with the general cause of socialism and peace.

In this period, the treaties of friendship, cooperation and 

mutual assistance with the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-

lics, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People’s 

Republic, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Pol-

ish People’s Republic have been renewed. �ese treaties have 

placed the alliance, friendship and collaboration between Ro-

mania and the respective socialist states on a solid and lasting 
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foundation. We have also concluded our first treaty of friend-

ship, cooperation and mutual assistance with the German 

Democratic Republic, which has ushered in a new stage in 

the relations between the two countries.

I should like, on this occasion, too, to point with great 

satisfaction to the development of our relations with the Soviet 

Union, which rank first in Romania’s international relations 

of economic collaboration. We want to declare at the Con-

gress, too, the determination of the Romanian Communist 

Party, of socialist Romania to take further and resolute steps 

in order to develop relations with the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union, with the Soviet Union, considering this to 

be in keeping with the interests of both parties and peoples, 

with the general cause of socialism and peace in the world.

Our relations with the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 

have witnessed a considerable development. �e start of the 

joint construction of the Danube hydro-power station will 

be an important event in the relations between our parties 

and peoples. We shall continue to do everything in order to 

expand this collaboration in the interest of both parties and 

peoples.

Our country’s relations with the Hungarian People’s Re-

public have developed at a brisk rate and we are determined to 

go on taking firm steps to expand collaboration between our 

parties and peoples.

�e relations of collaboration between Romania and the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic have also developed on a 

large scale. We believe that there are great possibilities to fur-

ther intensify these relations and we shall do everything to 

turn them to account.

Significant results have also been obtained in expanding 

the relations of collaboration between Romania and Poland; 

we consider that there are possibilities for a further powerful 
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development of these relations in the years to come.

At the same time, our relations of economic collaboration 

with the German Democratic Republic, as well as the rela-

tions between the parties of the two countries, have power-

fully developed. We shall do everything for these relations to 

develop further in the same spirit!

In this period, the relations of friendship and collabora-

tion between Romania and Yugoslavia, between the Roma-

nian Communist Party and the League of Communists of 

Yugoslavia, have made great progress. �e commissioning of 

the Iron Gates Hydroelectric Power Station was an import-

ant moment in the relations between our countries, setting 

an example of collaboration on the basis of full equality be-

tween two neighbouring, friendly socialist countries. We are 

resolved to do everything in the future as well in order to de-

velop the relations of many-sided collaboration between our 

parties and countries!

I am pleased to mention that in this period there has 

also been an important progress in the relations of collabor-

ation between Romania and Albania. We consider that there 

is every condition for these relations to develop even more 

powerfully in the period to come — and we shall do every-

thing in this respect.

An important moment in the development of our rela-

tions with the socialist countries of Asia was marked by the 

visit to these countries of the Party and government delega-

tion in the summer of 1971; this visit has opened new avenues 

for greater collaboration with all the countries in that part of 

the world.

I am very happy to mention the ascending course of re-

lations of collaboration between the Romanian Communist 

Party and the Chinese Communist Party, between the Social-

ist Republic of Romania and the People’s Republic of China, 
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the growth, year after year, of economic exchanges, of multi-

lateral Romanian-Chinese collaboration. We consider that 

there are genuine possibilities for the expansion of relations 

of collaboration in the forthcoming years. We shall do our 

utmost for the development of these relations which corres-

pond to the interests of our parties and peoples, to the cause 

of social progress and peace in the world!

�ese years have witnessed a great development of our col-

laboration with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 

as well as the relations between the Romanian Communist 

Party and the Workers’ Party of Korea. �ere are ever greater 

possibilities for the expansion of this collaboration and we 

shall consistently take action in this direction.

Our relations of friendship and collaboration have also 

developed with the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. �e 

Romanian people has given multilateral assistance to the 

Vietnamese people in its struggle against foreign domination, 

for independence. We are firmly determined to greatly de-

velop relations between our parties and peoples in the future 

too!

�e relations between the Socialist Republic of Romania 

and the People’s Republic of Mongolia have also developed. 

As far as we are concerned, we shall do our utmost, in the 

future, too, for these relations to record ever greater progress!

As a consequence of the exchange of top-level visits, the 

relations between Romania and Cuba have also developed 

widely. We wish to go on working for the expansion of rela-

tions between our parties and peoples, in the interest of the 

socialist development of each country and of the cause of 

progress and peace!

Having in view the contemporary international situation, 

we consider that relations of collaboration among the social-

ist countries, which are members of the Warsaw Treaty, and 
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among the armies of the respective states, must be developed, 

starting from the necessity of developing and fortifying each 

national army, and the defensive and fighting capacity of each 

people. At the same time, the struggle for the dismantling of 

military blocs has to be intensified, and the political side of 

the Warsaw Treaty should be even more strengthened, with a 

view to strengthening the course of detente and collaboration 

in Europe and the whole world.

At the same time, Romania has furthered and will con-

tinue to further the expansion of our army’s collaboration 

with the armies of all the socialist countries, with the armies 

of other friendly states, considering that this is an internation-

alist duty stemming from the maintenance of the state of ten-

sion, and the danger of new aggression and wars.

�e development in this period of our relations of collab-

oration with the socialist states is part of the general policy of 

strengthening the solidarity and unity of the socialist coun-

tries. We start from the fact that the greater the results ob-

tained by each socialist country on its road of economic-social 

development, the wider their international collaboration, the 

greater becomes the force of socialism and its prestige in the 

world.

5  THE ARABISRAELI CONFLICT: 
ATTITUDE TO EGYPT (Interview in Al Ahram)

QUESTION: President Sadat visited Romania a few days 
ago. How do you assess this visit in the prospective development of 
Romanian-Egyptian relations?

ANSWER: �e visit of President Anwar Sadat to our 

country marked a fresh, important moment in the expan-

sion of the relations of friendship and cooperation between 
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the Socialist Republic of Romania and the Arab Republic of 

Egypt. �e results of the visit are put down in the documents 

concluded on the occasion, which voice the common wish 

for faster progress on the path of economic and social de-

velopment, of consolidating independence and sovereignty, of 

cooperating more actively in the interest of the two countries, 

in the spirit of cooperation, peace and friendship among all 

peoples. I would particularly like to stress the atmosphere of 

warm cordiality in which the visit proceeded, when the feel-

ings of fraternal friendship, the good relations existing be-

tween our parties, states and peoples, the common aspirations 

for a prosperous future, for a dignified and happy life, found 

an eloquent expression.

In furthering the dialogue started in Cairo in 1972, the 

recent talks opened up broad prospects for the expansion and 

deepening of friendly Romanian-Egyptian relations and re-

lations of cooperation on a political, economic, scientific and 

cultural plane, and in the sphere of human contacts. Coven-

anted were measures of special importance for the intensifi-

cation and diversification of commercial exchanges and mu-

tually advantageous cooperation in production, in the sphere 

of technology and scientific research, in education and train-

ing of speciality cadres, for the intensification of cultural, 

artistic, touristic and sports contacts and exchanges. At the 

same time, the joint documents adopted established a propi-

tious framework for the continuous development of bilateral 

cooperation also with the other states, in the examination and 

solving of international questions, in the promotion of peace, 

detente and cooperation throughout the world.

QUESTION: You got to know President Sadat more closely 
in these few days. Could you tell us something special about the 
personality at the head of the Egyptian state?

ANSWER: I am not in a habit to speak about other pres-
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idents. �e relations between President Sadat and myself are 

friendly, fraternal. I consider that President Sadat sets out in 

a thorough way from the interests of the Egyptian people, is 

concerned to the highest degree with ensuring the necessary 

conditions for his country’s speedy economic and social de-

velopment, for building

a happy future for his people. I consider that by the way 

he worked on various occasions. President Sadat has given 

proof of profound understanding of the problems and, at the 

same time, firmness and resoluteness to ensure their corres-

ponding settlement.

QUESTION: �e Palestinians have expressed their pro-
found thanks to President Nicolae Ceau�escu because not only 
did he recognize the Palestinian people and its rights but also 
spoke of the fact that the Palestine Liberation Organization is the 
lawful representative of that people. He is the �rst President of 
a non-Arab state to have recognized this, and we could assess at 
the same time that President Nicolae Ceau�escu has made by this 
a much greater step ahead than many Arab states. What is your 
stand, Your Excellency, and of your country, of the representation 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization at the Geneva Peace 
Conference and on its recognition as the only one to represent the 
Palestinians?

ANSWER: Romania has spoken up a long time back for 

the settlement of the Palestine people’s issue in conformity 

with its aspirations, including its right to organize itself in an 

own, independent state. We recognized the Palestine Liber-

ation Organization which, as a matter of fact, has a permanent 

representative in Bucharest. We consider that the recognition 

of the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole lawful 

representative of the Palestine people is a support given to the 

struggle of the Palestinian people and corresponds to reality 

setting out from the point of view that a just and lasting peace 
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in the Middle East cannot be realized without an equitable 

solution of the Palestinian question, we consider necessary the 

full and independent participation of the representatives of 

the Palestine Liberation Organization in the proceedings of 

the Geneva Conference. �erefore, we hold that every effort 

must be made for the creation of the necessary conditions that 

they can take part in the Conference.

QUESTION: How do you analyse the results of the October 
6 war and what are the prospects for peace in that region?

ANSWER: �e war produced radical changes in the situ-

ation in the Middle East. On the one hand, it demonstrated 

the capacity of the Arab countries to wage successful military 

actions, and on the other hand, it smashed the myth of Is-

rael’s invincibility. At the same time, the war created great 

dangers for the extension of conflagration, with unforeseeable 

consequences not only for the peoples in the region but even 

for world peace. �e hostilities have proved once again that 

only a political solution is possible in the Middle East which 

should lead to the withdrawal of Israel from the territories oc-

cupied following the 1967 war, that the security of the states 

in the region cannot be ensured by territorial occupation but 

by relations of good neighbourliness, by cooperation and 

friendship.

QUESTION: Israel has obtained for itself an atomic react-
or, and certain secret reports assure that possibilities exist for the 
production of the atom bomb and other atomic weapons in that 
country. Egypt is to obtain such reactors for peaceful purposes. 
What is your opinion in this respect?

ANSWER: We have always spoken up and under any cir-

cumstance for the exclusively peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

Nuclear energy must serve the peoples everywhere, hence also 

those of the Middle East, for using the great gains of contem-

porary science and technique, for the turning to account of 
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their natural and human resources, for the liquidation of the 

effects of underdevelopment, for attaining a higher civiliza-

tion level, for the consolidation of peace and cooperation in 

the world.

QUESTION: Israel still occupies Arab territories and ig-
nores the rights of the Palestinians. What is your position vis-à-
vis this situation?

ANSWER: As I have mentioned, we consider it necessary 

that Israel withdraws from the occupied Arab territories. It 

must be clear that the maintenance under occupation of for-

eign territories cannot but be a source of permanent conflicts. 

�erefore, speaking of lasting peace in the Middle East, we 

have in view the withdrawal of Israel from the occupied terri-

tories, the equitable solving of the Palestine issue by ensuring 

the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people, as also 

the guaranteeing of integrity and sovereignty of each state in 

the region. Only in this way can a just and lasting peace in 

the Middle East be ensured.

QUESTION: Do you consider that the world will witness 
and enjoy more detente or is it possible that new tensions appear? 
Is there a speci�c angle from which the states of the �third world� 
could regard the present detente?

ANSWER: �e new course toward detente is the re-

sult of the change in the balance of forces internationally. It 

meets the requirements of the peoples’ development on an 

independent path and the founding of inter-state relations on 

the principles of equality and mutual respect. For this rea-

son, detente fully corresponds to the aspirations of the peoples 

of the “third world,” of the peoples of the developing coun-

tries, creates genuine possibilities for these peoples to play a 

more active role in international life and contribute to the 

settlement of the major issues of the world in concordance 

with their interests, with the interests of the general cause of 
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progress of each nation, of peace and cooperation among all 

peoples.

QUESTION: From the very beginning you spoke up for dis-
engagement of troops on the Egyptian and Syrian fronts. �ere 
are opinions according to which this disengagement would com-
plicate the proceeding of the Geneva Peace Conference. We would 
like to know your opinion on this matter and what you consider 
necessary for the ensuing period.

ANSWER: �e realization of military disengagement 

both in Sinai and on the Golan Heights is an important step 

on the path of a political solution of the litigious questions in 

the Middle East. We have hailed the agreements concluded 

in this respect and consider that these have created new and 

favourable conditions for seeking out full solution and for the 

entrenchment of a lasting and just peace in the Middle East.

Of course, it was not easy to reach these agreements. Pre-

cisely therefore we highly appreciate the results of so far, the 

efforts made for their attainment and consolidation. In this 

context, we particularly value, as I have repeatedly stressed, 

the sustained efforts made personally by President Sadat for 

the transitions to the peaceful and just settlement of the con-

flict.

We consider that by the conclusion of the military dis-

engagement agreements an important step forward has been 

made, which can play a decisive role in the entrenchment of a 

lasting and just peace in the Middle East. But this is only one 

step. Further efforts are necessary for a complete solution to 

be reached. In our opinion, fruitful negotiations can proceed 

within the framework of the Geneva Conference — which is 

to be held under the auspices of the United Nations Organ-

izations — negotiations which should lead to the realization 

of the desideratum of a just and lasting peace. �erefore, we 

consider that this Conference has its importance and that 
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it should meet as soon as possible. Within it, the principal 

role has to be played by the countries directly concerned. An 

active role in the Conference proceedings can and must be 

played by the United Nations Organization. Without doubt, 

the big countries — in the first place the Soviet Union and 

the United States — will be able to play an important role in 

the respective conference, but in our opinion, as I mentioned 

more than once, an important role can also be played by other 

states, especially of Europe and Africa, preoccupied with the 

realization of a lasting and just peace in the Middle East. Nat-

urally, this depends also on the countries directly concerned 

and on the concrete possibilities to be created so that also 

other states should participate in the Peace Conference.

As far as she is concerned, Romania will do, in the future 

too, everything that depends on her to make her contribution 

to the realization of a lasting and just peace in the Middle 

East, considering that this corresponds to the general interests 

of the whole of mankind.

6  THE ARABISRAELI CONFLICT: 
ATTITUDE TO ISRAEL (Interview in Davar)

QUESTION: What is, Mr. President, your assessment of 
the stage of the relations between Romania and Israel, and the 
possibility of their future development? And in what domains?

ANSWER: �e relations between Romania and Israel, 

too, are part of the general context of Romania’s cooperation 

with all states, regardless of social system. We consider that 

their present stage is good and that possibilities are at hand 

for their expansion in the ensuing years, especially in the con-

ditions of achieving a lasting and just peace in the Middle 

East, which will allow for the concentration of efforts on the 
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line of economic and social development and, on this ground-

work, the relations with other states could also be expanded.

QUESTION: �e Socialist Republic of Romania maintains 
good relations with and enjoys the trust of both sides involved in 
the Middle East con�ict. Do you consider it possible and neces-
sary, Mr. President, to use this reality for promoting a peaceful 
settlement of the con�ict? Do you have any suggestion as to the 
next steps in this direction after the recent visit to your country of 
President Anwar Sadat?

ANSWER: Romania has always declared for a lasting and 

just peace in the Middle East, for a political solution, since she 

considers that war cannot lead to a settlement of the conflict 

but, on the contrary, aggravates the situation still more and 

has very serious consequences not only on the Middle East 

but also on the entire world. We have always considered that 

the maintenance under occupation of the Arab territories won 

after the 1967 war cannot lead to a political solution, and that 

one should set out from the necessity of Israel’s withdrawal 

from those territories, from the achievement of a just and fair 

peace ensuring the independence and territorial integrity of 

all states, inclusive of Israel. We have also considered that the 

attainment of a lasting and just peace in the region also pre-

supposes a settlement of the Palestinian people’s question in 

conformity with its aspirations for living freely. We welcomed 

the disengagement in the Sinai and Golan and consider it as 

a first important step. But the attainment of a definitive solu-

tion in the Middle East necessitates sustained efforts, resump-

tion of the Geneva negotiations, under the auspices of the 

United Nations, with the participation of all states concerned 

and of other states which can contribute to the achievement 

of a lasting and just peace in the region.

QUESTION: Great heed is paid of late in Israel to the Pal-
estinian problem. I would like to know, Your Excellency, wheth-
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er Romania�s support for the legitimate right of the Palestinian 
people to freely decide on its fate, inclusive of the right to found 
its own state, if it wishes to, in a way runs counter to Romania�s 
stand as regards the right to sovereign and independent existence 
of the State of Israel?

I would like to ask you another question in the same context. 
It is about the Alexandria Declaration of the President of Egypt 
and the King of Jordan, who declare for a division of Palestine. I 
have a feeling that in this question, Mr. President Ceau�escu goes 
farther than President Sadat. I am asking you if this opinion of 
mine is correct.

ANSWER: I would not like to comment now on the 

Alexandria Declaration because I feel that it is not well under-

stood. I conducted talks with President Sadat; we have a Joint 

Declaration where our views on the Palestinian question are 

also set forth.

As far as Romania is concerned, we called attention al-

ready in 1967 on the fact that the situation of the Palestinian 

people was the main problem that had to be solved in keeping 

with that people’s national aspirations. We have official docu-

ments in this respect. It is true that we then went farther than 

others. We set out from our concept — which I have stated 

before — that a people cannot be free if it does not recog-

nize the right to freedom and independence of other peoples 

too. Today one can affirm that the attainment of a just and 

fair peace in the Middle East is not possible without reach-

ing a solution to the Palestinian problem by recognizing the 

Palestinian people’s right to independent organization of its 

life, organization of its own state included. �is does not run 

counter in any way to Romania’s position of recognizing the 

existence of Israel as an independent and sovereign state. On 

the contrary, I could say that the existence of both the State 

of Israel and of a Palestinian independent state would only 
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clarify the situation and build the relations in the Middle East 

on a solid groundwork. �is would open up a real prospect of 

peaceful cooperation between Israel and the Arab countries, 

inclusively with the future Palestinian state.

QUESTION: What is, Mr. President, Romania�s position 
vis-à-vis the terrorist actions in international life?

ANSWER: �e Romanian Communist Party has always 

been against the use of terrorist actions as methods for solv-

ing political questions. At the same time, socialist Romania 

speaks up against terrorist actions considering that they are 

not compatible with the activity for solving problems among 

states, with the methods of the revolutionary and national 

fight included. We are partisans of mass revolutionary activ-

ity, of rallied efforts of all peoples in the fight for liberation 

and for attainment of their aspirations for social and national 

justice.

7  APPEAL ON BEHALF OF CHILEAN 
POLITICAL PRISONERS

Nicolae Ceaușescu, President of the State Council of the 

Socialist Republic of Romania, has addressed a message to 

Leopoldo Benites, Chairman of the 28th session of the UN 

General Assembly, and to UN Secretary-General Kurt Wald-

heim, expressing profound worry at the danger threatening 

the lives of Luis Corvalan, General Secretary of the Com-

munist Party of Chile, and of other leaders and campaigners 

of the “Popular Unity” of Chile, the political front of late 

President Allende’s government.

�e State Council President of the Socialist Republic of 

Romania appeals to the President of the General Assembly, to 

the UN Secretary-General, for intervening as soon as possible 
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with the authorities in Chile, with the governments of mem-

ber-countries, through the UN bodies, and by other channels 

they judge adequate, to the end of saving the lives of Luis 

Corvalan and the other campaigners for progress and dem-

ocracy in Chile, for peace and cooperation among peoples, in 

the spirit of respect for the fundamental human rights, for the 

principles enshrined in the UN Charter.

�e message was delivered to the Chairman of the Gen-

eral Assembly Session, and to the UN Secretary-General, by 

the permanent representative of the Socialist Republic of Ro-

mania to the United Nations.

On receiving the message, the President of the General 

Assembly, Leopoldo Benites, addressed thanks to President 

Nicolae Ceaușescu: he sent a telegram to the military junta of 

Chile, asking for clemency.

Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, in his turn, assured 

the State Council President of the Socialist Republic of Ro-

mania that he has made representations to the Chilean gov-

ernment and pointed out that he would further follow up this 

problem.

In the afternoon, the Romanian delegation to the United 

Nations General Assembly session read the message of Nico-

lae Ceaușescu, President of the State Council of the Socialist 

Republic of Romania, to General Assembly President Leo-

poldo Benites and to UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, 

out to the General Assembly plenum; the Romanian delega-

tion also requested that the message should be circulated as 

an official document of the United Nations Organization.

Message Addressed to Chilean Authorities

Nicolae Ceaușescu, President of the State Council of the 

Socialist Republic of Romania, also addressed a message to 
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the Chilean authorities through the agency of the Embassy of 

the Socialist Republic of Romania in Santiago de Chile and 

of the chargé d’affaires of the Republic of Chile in Bucha-

rest, expressing his profound worry at the danger threaten-

ing the life of Luis Corvalan, General Secretary of the Com-

munist Party of Chile, a patriot and democrat, a prominent 

campaigner in Chilean political life, a fighter for the cause of 

peace, cooperation and friendship among peoples.

In the spirit of respect for the fundamental human rights, 

State Council President Nicolae Ceaușescu has called upon 

the authorities in Chile to stop the proceedings instituted 

against Luis Corvalan and avoid any other endangering of his 

life. President Nicolae Ceaușescu has asked that the possibil-

ity be secured to Luis Corvalan of emigrating, the Romanian 

government being willing to grant him political asylum in 

Romania.

In the same spirit of humanism and respect for fundamen-

tal human rights, President Nicolae Ceaușescu has appealed 

to the authorities in Chile for the saving of other democratic 

personalities, representatives of the progressive forces whose 

lives are in danger.

8   POLICY ON NATIONAL MINORITIES

As part of the general preoccupations with improving 

the entire Party and state governing activity, with enhancing 

the role of the masses in the elaboration and implementation 

of the Party and state policy, the councils of working people 

of Magyar and German nationality play an important role 

as democratic forums offering an adequate frame to debate 

problems specific to the respective nationalities, as well as 

general problems pertaining to the development of society, 
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the growing welfare and happiness of our entire people.

It is a well-known fact that the Romanian Communist 

Party has always fought against any kind of national dis-

crimination, racialism, anti-Semitism, nationalism and chau-

vinism, for fully equal rights of the working people, of all the 

citizens of our Homeland.

With the establishment of the worker-peasant power in 

Romania, as a leading political force in society, our Party 

started the revolutionary, Marxist-Leninist solving of the 

national question, started ensuring fully equal rights to all 

working people, to all citizens irrespective of nationality.

In socialism we have new principles of equality, of ethics 

and equity, based on work, friendship, solidarity and mutual 

assistance.

We are building a new, revolutionary humanism, which 

sets in the forefront man, everyone’s multilateral affirmation 

of personality without, however, encouraging individualism, 

but enhancing everyone’s responsibility to the collectivity, to 

society.

It is in this framework that should be understood also 

the national question, the questions linked to ensuring fully 

equal rights to the working people of Magyar, German and 

other nationality.

We provide real conditions for truly equal rights and pro-

motion of education, science and cultural activities in all the 

regions of this country.

Tuition for the coinhabiting nationalities in Romania has 

developed in this general context — in the Magyar and Ger-

man languages, as well as in others, although the nationalities 

speaking them are less populous.

�ere is no doubt that by firmly implementing our na-

tionality policy which provides equal rights to them, we have 

paid due attention to offering material conditions for the 
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young people to learn in their mother-tongue, in the language 

they wish to.

Care should be taken that the youth enroll in educational 

forms and be assigned to jobs in areas or places where they 

know the language.

�e same can be said of cultural and artistic activity.

Well known is also the activity of artistic institutions, the 

radio and television where there are excellent results but where 

we certainly could do more. Demonstrating the care for the 

spiritual life of the coinhabiting nationalities of our Party and 

state are the six Magyar-language theatres in Romania, to say 

nothing of the activity of the houses of culture in localities 

where there are no theatres, the two German-language the-

atres and a good one with performances in Yiddish — one of 

the few in the world. Our concern now is to bring all these 

artistic and cultural institutions up to the requirements of the 

Party and our society.

�ere are good results also in the press, in literary-artistic 

production and a good deal has been said about this. Much is 

being published in Romanian, in Magyar, in German and in 

other languages. If we were to make a comparison I could not 

say, for instance, that less is printed in Magyar; as far as the 

press is concerned, if the circulation of the dailies and period-

icals is compared with the number of inhabitants, there are 

more publications in Magyar than in Romanian.

You know well that our Party took a firm attitude to past 

mistakes, distortions or illegalities. As far as the population 

of German origin is concerned, there was a time immediately 

after the war when rather serious mistakes were made, but it is 

long ago since we have eliminated them completely, redressed 

the wrongs and removed their consequences. Generally, that 

is what we do in connection with the violations of law in our 

country at a given moment.
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I have mentioned more than once that the population of 

Magyar, German, Serbian or other nationalities in Romania, 

as also the population of Romanian nationality in the neigh-

bouring countries, are an outcome of historical development, 

of coexistence of peoples in this part of the world as neigh-

bours.

Speaking of Romania, I would like to mention once again 

that history is full of lessons concerning the common fight 

of the working people of Romanian, Magyar, German and 

other nationalities against oppression and inequality. Like-

wise, everything that has been achieved, both in the past and 

particularly in the years of socialist construction, is the fruit 

of the united work of all the citizens of our Homeland. All 

the grand achievements we have obtained in building the 

multilaterally developed socialist society are due primarily to 

the efforts of the working people regardless of nationality — 

Romanian, Magyar, German and Serbian — of our entire 

people which, in full unity, unabatedly fulfils the home and 

foreign policy of our Party and state.

�e place of the citizens of our Homeland is not else-

where — even if at a given moment an easier life could be 

found — but here, where they were born, where their par-

ents and their ancestors lived and where, by joint work and 

struggle a new system is being built, which by everything it is 

achieving proves to be superior to any system that is based on 

exploitation and oppression.

�ere is no doubt that in our country as well the process 

of bringing the Romanians, Magyars, Germans, all citizens, 

irrespective of nationality, closer to one another and consoli-

dating their brotherhood is a systematic, dialectical process 

which cannot be stopped by anybody, and which we should 

not attempt to halt; on the contrary, acting as revolutionaries, 

we have to promote it, to guide it consciously. Herein lies our 
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Party’s role as the leading political force of society. We under-

stand by this to put in the forefront not minor things, certain 

deficiencies, but everything that is a common asset, every-

thing that helps to consolidate friendship and brotherhood.

9  SPEECH ON THE STATE VISIT TO  
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. President, Mrs. Carter, ladies and gentlemen: It is for 

myself, for my wife and for the members of my party a reason 

of special pleasure to be your guests here tonight, to be again 

here in the United States to meet again many citizens of your 

lovely country.

Today, we had the first round of talks on a rather large 

sphere of problems, and we have also reached a number of 

common conclusions. �e first regards the need to estab-

lish broader cooperation between our two countries and to 

take more sustained efforts towards peace, towards more 

democratic international relations, and towards insuring to 

each and every nation the right to live in freedom and to de-

velop according to their own aspirations.

You said, Mr. President, that many people here in the 

United States have come from Europe or other parts of the 

world. I cannot boast that many Romanians have come from 

other parts of the world, because for almost 2,050 years — 

because in 1980 we are going to celebrate the 2050th anniver-

sary of the first centralized nation state of Romania — Roma-

nians have been there, and they are going to stay there. �ey 

fought to be free, and they always want to be free.

In many ways the history of our two respective countries 

are different, and the present is also different from a number 

of viewpoints. �e United States is a developed country and a 
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big country. Romania is a smaller country and a still develop-

ing country. But it is our wish by relying on the labours and 

efforts of our own people to develop on broader lines to gain 

access to modern science, to civilization and to live a life of 

dignity, freedom and independence.

I think that despite all differences, including differences 

in social systems, there are many things that can be com-

mon to our two countries and to our two peoples, and mainly 

our common wish for progress, our wish to see that the ac-

complishments of human genius are put in the service of the 

happiness of all peoples. No doubt, also, we have a common 

determination to do everything we can in order to see to it the 

wonderful achievements of science should not serve destruc-

tion and war, but the progress, well-being and happiness of 

each people and all peoples.

I think that that is precisely the supreme rationale of hu-

man existence, and that is also the fundamental problem, the 

core of human rights — the right to be free, the right and the 

duty to respect the freedom of others, and the duty to work in 

such a way in order to enjoy himself or herself and let others 

enjoy the benefits of civilization. Maybe on certain aspects of 

human rights we might have different philosophical concepts, 

and there is nothing wrong in that. But we in Romania set 

out from the premise that everything we do should serve the 

well-being of the people, should help all people live life with 

more dignity and more freedom. And we have a saying in 

Romania that the little we have, we should distribute fairly 

for all to enjoy.

You told me tonight, Mr. President, about your Presi-

dential campaign in the early stages and how you really got 

elected President. It is wonderful that you could win over all 

obstacles, and now to have a farmer at the head of the United 

States, and also a farmer’s son, and that I used to work in the 
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field, I used to work in factories, and we have there in Roma-

nia a farmer’s son who has worked all his life with his hands 

and he is now a President too.

Maybe that helps our people also understand that what-

ever we do is for the people to benefit and for them to live life 

with more dignity.

As a matter of fact, if I remember right, either the first or 

the second President of the United States used to be a worker 

and the founding father of scientific socialism, Marx, used to 

say and quote that as an example of how a working man can 

rise to the highest dignity of office.

Now, when we talk about human rights, it is good to re-

member all these things, because the rights of all human be-

ings begin with the right to work, with the right to learn, with 

the right to have access to culture, with the right to live in 

freedom and also with the right to participate in the manage-

ment of all national affairs without discrimination.

And this also includes the right to have any creed, either 

religious or philosophical.

We endeavour to respect such rights fully and we regard 

them as sacred. We think that everything should be done and 

no effort should be spared in order to have those rights as-

serted in all countries so that they become a basis for equal 

cooperation among all nations. �at is why we take a stand 

against all wars and for disarmament, first of all for nuclear 

disarmament. �at is why we believe that the world should 

cease to be divided into opposing military blocs and new rela-

tions should be built in a world without military blocs. �at is 

why we stand for a political solution in the Middle East. �at 

is why we welcomed President Sadat’s initiative and now we 

are hopeful that his efforts will, and the others will, lead to a 

just and lasting peace in the area.

�at is also the reason why we wish to see new relations 
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in Europe and the document signed in Helsinki implemented 

in full.

As there are more baskets than one, we would wish that 

all should be implemented and more progress should be made 

in particular on the military side of it, considering that in 

Europe, where many Americans of today have come from, 

we have to deal with the highest concentration of forces and 

modern armaments.

You know Europe. You know Europe is not such a big 

place, and little place is now left for anything but arms. So 

we shall have to remove them to make place for people. �at 

is why, while giving attention to the �ird Basket, we should 

also give more attention to military disengagement and dis-

armament.

�ese are the same reasons why we support the liberation 

movements in Rhodesia and Namibia and the majority in 

South Africa, their right to be free, to decide their own future 

and to participate in the management of their own affairs.

Finally, I shouldn’t fail to mention the fact that two-thirds 

of mankind is poor, and one-third is relatively rich, because 

not all are rich in that one-third. �at makes it necessary, in 

our view, to join the efforts with these people, with the devel-

oping nations, in order to secure their more rapid economic 

and social progress. Without this, we can hardly say that all 

nations can enjoy the fruits of modern civilization.

We would certainly welcome with great satisfaction more 

active support from the United States to the solution of these 

worldwide problems, if more is done for these two-thirds of 

mankind that live in poverty.

Of course, I have in mind not only the United States but 

all developed countries, all those who are able to take action 

in order to bring new solutions to the vital problems of man-

kind.
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We know well that just a few countries, even if they are 

as big as the United States, cannot solve all these problems. 

What is needed is for all peoples, all nations, to join their ef-

forts in order to bring about solutions that would be up to the 

expectations and aspirations of all people.

I am convinced that despite the difficulties, all the nations 

of the world will be able to bring about new solutions to the 

problems we are facing and to build together a better world 

with more justice.

We wish that our visit here and our talks together should 

help us identify new fields for cooperation between Romania 

and the United States, but at the same time should provide 

new opportunities for co-peration with a view to solving the 

problems that confront humanity today.

I should like to propose this toast for better cooper-

ation between Romania and the United States, for a more 

democratic international policy. I wish the people of America 

prosperity and peace for all.

To your health, President Carter, Mrs. Carter. We are 

looking forward to seeing you in Romania. To your health, 

everybody. (Applause.)
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