Ewcr since the joundetion of the Com-
munist Pariy of Uietnam and es peciallv
since the reconguesi of national independ-
ence in  August Fg43. the contem porary
history of Vietnam kLas been inseparably
linred with thai o] it revointionary Fari .

Hence the importance of the national
congresses of the Communist Party of Viet-
num whicl determine the Party's sirateg v
und crientation for Lhe intervening
periods.

This book presents Vietnam and her
problems on the eve of the 6th Congress
in the pertod f¢76-80
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- caee the Csnadation of the Communist Pavie of
Victmam (CPVY o and especially  since the reconquest of
natiznul tmlc:xruienv: in \ugust a5, the contemporarv
historv of Vietnan has be:n inseparably linked with that
of its revolutionarv Puartv. Hence the importance ot the
CPY naaticnal congresses vaich determine the Party
stratess and srientation tor “he infervening periods.

THE PERIOD . THZ NATIONAL
DEMOCRAT!C REVOLUTION

Th= [ndochinese Communist Party, the forerunner of
the CPV, wus feunded by Ho Chi Minh in 1930. Viet-
namese, Lao and Kumpuchean feudal, bourgeois and petty-
bourgesois patriotic movements having been crushed cie
by cne. it fell to the ICP to lead the struggle for nationul
and social emancipation. Under the bananer of Marxism-
Leninist, the wav forward tor the Indochinese (2) revolu-
tion wis laid down us il of a4 naucndi demouratic
revolution led by the working class evolving straight into a
socialist revolution without passing d)rour‘l the stage of
capitalist development.

Called :he Indochinese Communist Parry (193), then “he
Vietnam Workers' Party (1951), before being called the Commuaist
Party of Vietnam®

2. Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchca. the three countries of formee
Freach Indochina. . ) B

7



@ ,a"',%,‘ =Almost. .

“the workers and pcasants in a vast movement, the Nghe-

L f,él;.'Emh sovxers—uggo- 31), which was dmwned ina bloodbath :

2

‘,'_t.he French colonial rulers.  ~a& . s

... The’ First Natmnal Congress held in. VIarch 1935 On

' forelgn soil (Macao) fixed the immediate tasks : to conso-
li’date and develop Party membership. build a broad ugion
cf’ the masses and struggle against 1rnper1allst war.

Noththstandmg thie failure of various msurrectlonary .
“movements in particular the Nam Ky rising of 1941, the
Party, by founding the Viet Minh Front (League for the
.. Independence of Wietnam), succeeded. in mobilising the
- people against thie -Franco —Japanese yoke (1) ; after the
August Revolution of 1945 the independence of Vietnam
was proclaimed, p’uiti‘ng an-'end ta eighty years of colonial
domination. But séon the country was. faced w:th the
rez:onquest by the French

LAt the 'Secend National Congress held in 1931 in the
’ Tuyen Quang Jungie during the resistance; the ICP decxded
to dissolve iiself’ and' found the  thirke national communist
~ parties of Vietnam, Bads and K.lmpuchea a symbol of the
maturity of the ,I:ndochmese revolution. The Vietnamese
Party took the ‘name of the V 1etnam \«Vorkers Party_
.This Congress d’rew upa pohtlcal hne w"vxch enabled the -

Sut

g after its foundﬁtmn .the Partyg’ Ted &

.¢-.45' -

Vletnamese peogre . ¢ carry on their War against French P S e

colomahsts suppoxted By US interventionists up until the '
victory of Dien Bien Phu and the SIgnature of the Geneva
Agreements which re-established peace in Indochina and
11berated the northem ‘half ot the country'.,,‘

‘

”40? amd m:in&ﬁherl ‘tﬂcFrencb b’o'!'oni:t'" zpf:rafusi”anrﬂ‘ M:rch ,(
A

A1}

<~ The Americans toekaver {rom the: Prbneh and - ‘créatedt 4

© a neo-colonial state south.of the seventeenth. patallel build:

~ing it into a. mxhlany base witha localLy-run o.hent ad""‘"
nistration. SR S

Hanoi in September x960 was directed towards the buxld-
ing of socialism in the North and the struggle for national
reunification, In particular it passed resolutions on the ™
directions and tasks of the first five-year plan (1961— 65)
It was thanks to this Congréss’ correct line thatour people:
were able to defeat US aggression. The second resistance:
war, from 1960 to 735, was far moré.intense than the earlier -
war. The US giant used all its most pawerful and sophis-
ticated technology—short ot nuclear arms. They brought :
in an expeditionary ccrps of 500,000 Gls to support a Sai- -=.2
gon army which was twice that size. They poured twice “
as many bombs over. Vietnam as had been used durlngt
the whole of the Second World War. Fmally Washington - "%
had to sign the Paris Peace Agreement and -withdraw ils. " §
troops from Vietnam. With- the fall of the Saigon regime - ; ”
in 1975 the 30-year-Tong resistance war -came-to an end.. ~
In April 1976 the whole country took part in the elections.
tor a National \osembly whnich formed a unified govern- .,
ment and adopted the name of JSoeialist - Repubhc of 3
es Vietnam o

- NS

'THE STAGE OF TRANSITION T()' SOCIALISM

--*w‘The‘ Fmrth Navia-alz: ﬁongress Of the: CPV hcld- i,




etiain s pesdluholes entocd o abw St fhe
PARYE L NnICa L€ Ln0ie Country ads vecome inde pendent and
gty * 2 S | . ; ’

i ied <?nd ! u!f.«/s a sinzle strategic task of carrving rut
Sl socianst evoliiion. adrancing  rapidly, cioorpusi v oand
sirniylo socalisin The Fictaamese revoiution is a continuous
process of rovoliiion adzancing from e national peoric
democratic revoinlion o ihe socaiist recoiution. Our Partv

v

,
Ay Zva s Cince i !

TRlsed e [Ion raAmaEers ),v’. il
tional independence and socialism. This is the line. the
USCESIG LA e SN 9) Sicur u) L DOLGLION o our
countr> Now that our wmotherland has rccovored com plete
‘ndevendenc. wational ind:pendince and ocidlism are e
come one.

JOHAG s

Choux under socialism il our motherland have a moder=
cconont < advanced culture and ccience and a strong aations,
2efence, thereby ensiring our countrv's eternal independenc.,
Creedom, and ever wore prosperous develo pment.

Lnyosoctabismocan hring about the unification o) our
mothertand at the highest and [ ullest deyree.

On the basis of that naticnal affirmaticu ¢ socialism
the Fourth Congress drew  the broad lines of economic
< PN P Strateor» nors '. { - 1
development over a Iong strategic period, to begin during

the 70s and remain in force throughout the $os.

— to rapidly create the material and technical basis of
sccialism.

—to take the economy of our country from small-scale
production to large-scaie socialist production with a modern
industrial and agricultural structure.

— to give priority to the rational development of heavv
:ndusiry on the basis of developing agriculture and iigﬁt
industry | the intensification of agricultural production

~being regarded as the foremost task of the 1976 —80 five-
year plan. B ’ :

10

IS

o ~ A et

5 redhdnbde The Socia) work
out together wilh the improvement 0L Wasic il . -wsite
vosile i the hilly wnd mountainous regions which make
up T\\-'o-ihirds of the ares: 20 our country ] this Wiis 1eces-

- . . Citen "\..“‘. VY
sitate an important movement ol popillnL..(,n covvards these
rocions n the vears oooome’s

i 11t e o iate CRLPES | -

-~ speanize the district (the  intermicdiale level be
b coee and The rural comnine) a8 L godin s
iween e provinee Jnulm.z‘-;rguf.)m,u'1 s b el -
: cecnetpial nmnit, one  of the basic links ot the

fooagTn
naticnal economy. | |
— -~ =3ke account, in building the economy, 2

e nes:is
1 aational detence. _

— 10 develop simultaneousiy 4 Clexibie ozt
ind the regional economy.
.o promote ranid technical and scientitic develepment,
doas a fundamental link for ihe wheic period o

reqgardec
‘ransition o socialism.

— 1o transform the neo-coloniai structures «'3{' the :L‘:L.ZT,h
in order to graduallv achieve full national intcgration
under socialism. ‘

— 1o lay particular cmphasis on the problems of econom-
ic management. |

The obiectives of the 1970—8¢ ﬁve-yc‘%lr p‘la.n‘ wer
fixed. Despite attempts by encimies, exieriui nd infernu,
to undermine it, an undoubted and stable popular consen-

o
~

v

sus exists from South to North.

&

National reconstruction started off wel!. Ailh'c
take off was very paininl the economy oitained funour:
able results for 1970 wich were {0 be s.ubscqucnt}j:' \\it:o
by objective and subjective rlilnhcultle? .}‘;",-roa(.i 1?—:,.1,.
expected a nation which had defeated US imperialism 1o |
make a fairly rapid and perhaps spectacular economic

ueh the
X
13

it



pnaR RN e I

- comeback, forgetting that Vietnam is a'Ehird World coun- -;i;aw 1:?::20 :;acl:rfron??;:; ?jQSH‘)mw;ffg%h#mg‘
toy with all " its inherent weaknesses. "Eoi‘this was added "~ - | - .“' ath et e oopg-m ) R Cow
the heavy inheritance left by the war and the twenty- . “To'reinedy the extremely serious econosmic: situatiohs. -

~year division of the country in two .parts, the burden of . important measures were taken. in particular the 6th Party
national defence, enemy sabotage, and repeated natural - Plemum héld in August 1979 laid down adequate rectifica- -

- calamities (1). In the South there were 20,000 bomb craters, = - | tion measures whose effects made’it possible -to ‘emerge

__ two-thirds of all hamlets destroyed, 5 million hectares of -k from the difficult 1979-82 period. These laid down: '

“ forest df:va,sjated,. 20 million vil‘lagers ch‘as'ed fron}. the ' 2)In agriculture, combﬁls orv- deliveries to. the ‘State
countrysidé, 362,000. war invalids, ¢ million widows X

were stabilized and the excess: could ‘be either sold to State

880,000 orphans, 290,000 drug addicts, 300,000 prostitutes. . trading services at agreed prices or freely offered on the

o e

gnd 3 million unemployed. In the North, two-thirds of parallel market, buying prices of agriculturat “produces
rural communes had been qubed,.a} thousand of them were revised so as to stimulate production and increase
-+ razed to t‘he’ gro‘um.i. ,‘?‘e' whole road. m‘ﬂlf.ras’(rucizlure d.am— procurement, and payment in the cooperatives should be
aged, }he infant mdustrla!.system almost_dlsmantled. Society,, given 1o each according to his worlk... o
especially the South. was marked by the impaet of the . ~
war, while the situation was rendered: more complicated ~ bylIn industry producing current’ consumer goods, the
by the maze of ethnic tinorities - (including a million ways of organizing production should be diversified (State; -
Hioa, of Chinese origin) and- religious sects with elements. cooperative and individual in the North ; State, cooperative,
- ' linked to foreign powers: The’ econo_m)r-,liad- been abruptly ‘  mixed State-private capital, private, and individual in the
s cut-off from very important foreign aid.. o o : . South, especially in Ho Chi. Minh City). In other words, to
SRR ‘ ST maintain the state sector and, under its supervisiou, the
These trials and difficulties culminated in 1978-80 other four sectors, not over the whole country but only in,
Unprecedentedly great natural calamities ravaged a region . certain towns in the South. For éraf ts and small produc-
containing six mitlion people. Yesterday’s allies, Kampu- o . tion, including services and repairs, if the individual worker
“chea (of Pol Pot)and China (of Deng Xiaoping), launched . - ‘is capable of supplying the clients’ needs, he should be- -
offensives against the south-west and north of the éountry-'i S ‘encouraged and given effective aid, not * collectivised’.

. With the help of Khmer ‘popular forces, the Vietnamese
troops pushed Pol Pot’s forces back "and crushed them.

i “The ‘Chines?e‘:}‘human’-’“w_ave’ tactics failed: Beijing bad to

c) In' commerce, beside the state sector and under its:
supervision, there is the parallel market where in_dividual
Ll R R ST P S L _ peasants and ,cr;fz_lftworkérs and agriculturai and handicraft
e RS Pl ST Wb cooperatives - can freely offer their excess products or the.

e

ST T M’:‘ RS LT S IRy T ‘ - . LT . < : < g T <1 Py iy
- 1. & widespréad' drought in.1977 :¢c: it_ of several. .- | " products not qqgtrolled?lgy State trade Bqugts;&sﬁgul&{hag,‘gg
. million tonnes of, 51&32;?0045 and . million the right to be renumérated.and the right’to: use forelgn

%e
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icrency according to-fixed norms and modalitie




1) tnoorcer o wartiize iving sandards he supmay ol
necessities snould be ensured zccerding to the norm in
fixed rations, pmvisious. Focdstur s mv neCsesiry CONSume

i ot

ToUS 10 WIIREr: oMb fovaes

pa\mcm of salaries bv muewor\ *nd hv tasic shcu d be

P LA PR Sl . Oy ~ N 1
i Jenerai. ...‘,""‘ AL i comieation e Dsteridd

incentives i poONUses, rewards, acordiny to grad uullv increas-

: o
- - et aTYyoan: NL
. . Ceealioen )

and ')oum_u WOr Y.
The ath Plenum modiiiet certain objectives or  the

e osa ive-venp ouan, hedinine che basic characteristics
Of C CUOni sTaSU N et r.'un\ certain utepian

veiuntarist oractices wad struggle against burcaucracy ana
other negative social manifostations.

The implementation ot the dvnamic resolutions of the
oth Plenum rave birth tc new cconomic and social
ures wvhose - anblocking © erfeet was feit inowgricusture
indusiry and sther social and eeonomic Clelds. These

resolutions were given concrete {orm in various Party anc

Government directives on the appiication ot the contrac
system in agriculture, the readjustmentor buving prices ot
agricultural products, the improvement of State enterprise
management with the aim of gradua il;f 1bolishing budge!
s ubsidies ; other directives dealt with family pmmurm ansd
increasing salarics...

[¢7

in ;*rapplm‘ with the vt rive-vear pian the country
had :o face severe economic nroblems which “io scme
extent were aggra\'u:ed cr provoked by our own ervors
and shor!comings ",

ess of the Party in March 1982 drew

The Firfth Conyr
Taey oo ~ e aant B tha ‘ DRI RN B a e
1y 1 halanee sheet 27 ‘he mplementaiicn sf the oo

sh
des mu by the Fourti -';Xn"frmss rearirming the correctness
o '

af *ke orieniation of the sociziist cevodution andd socialis

14
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CSaiie oonsiricion ate cdown ol rourtl Lungress

L of tramsition o sociaiism. On ihic other

for iae long pericd
hand i anderiined the -veaknesses and inadequacies in

onnimic and i over the nrevious rears
which shewerd (hemscives in manifestations a1 ° sumecu-
ism. annalicno, :;;\usar‘.'.:ib:;‘.. eTTIa. TureQucrueT. IO
ot reaiism, irrespensibi l te.. 7 hotn in eoncretising and
T e I AL A Lprangring i

the implementatien of the coi.wote poiicies, economic «nd
SCuidl management .

VLTS

scif-uritu st hh». showing i1 snrag
It sisc anafvse:!l !
of ocur strong points "vhile
weak ooints. These measures
aireca in ta7g ov o the tos
discussed above.

The Fifth Congress fixe.: '+ raain social and economic
tasks for the 1981—85 period ani 'he exghues as a whole as
follows:

. To meet the most pressing and esssentiai require-
ments of evervday life, graduailv stabilizing and eveniually
improving to some extent i people’s materiai  and
cultural life. Firstof all, we n-..:. »lve the problem ol food
el the requirements in

-ising, transpert, child
¢ needs.

e

neastro o aoabie o

S ing us ?Q 2A our
.1 been oartly 16”"'*11116*(1
‘ Planum

ation of the

suppiies. and make etforis =
clothing, study, medical
care, and other essential consum

2. To continue building th= aaterial and technotogical
inrrastructure of socialism, with *he emphasis on boosting
griculture, consumer goods production an 1l oexperts, whils
atthe same iime 1mprov1ng{hg tecinical wasis O[ the other
econcmic branches, and o o preparaiitns ‘-

a
e




- stage. : . ;;w” = .

3. To complete the socmhst t‘ransformatxon in . thct s B
:southern provinces; fto continue improving the socialis -

relations of production in the North; and to consolidate
‘the socialist relations of production in the whole country

.4 To meet the requirements of national defence and to.
' mamtam security and order.

These four ob_]ectlves are aimed at totally transforming
the economic situation of the country. For this we must
create a new productive force and reach a higher produc-
_ tivity of social work even before we can have at-our
-disposal any relatively well-developed largesscale industry

The congress also drew the broad lines of soc1al and eco- .

nomic policy.

The major event of the period ushcred in by the Fifth
Crulgress was the.8th Plenum of the EPV Central Com-
_miitee (1985) which, dcveIOpmg the theses of the 6th and-
7th Plena (1) and in the dynamic spirit'of the 6th Plenum

- -of 1979 (2), opened the way to a revolutionary reform in

the field of economic management. The bureaucratic meth-
od of centrally-controlled management with its system
.of administrative subsidies was abolished  and a system of
“.soctalist accounting and’ profitability based on rational

- planning mediated through three levels, the centre, rcmoq :

and base, with the cmphasm on encouragmv initiative at”®
grassroots level. v :

. To understand the revolutionary nature of the resolu-
tions of the 1985 3th: Plenum we should go back in history
" to Lhe_ war years before 1975- The building of the economy

R rssued from™ tﬁe F’,tftli\ Congress and* heﬁf T 1984,
‘2. Issued frmn tlrcr Faurth Congress. B

ong-tcrm ‘plans. But the nauonal economy. was. disrupted
by the US aggression after 19h4. In this contéxt. to carry
out socialist construction in the North at the same time as
the liberation of the South, the Vietnamese State depended
on increased aid from the USSR and other socialist coun-
tries. Agriculture and industry were both pushed forward

" simultaneously using the slogans “ All for the front”, « All

for victory ”. The only means of developing production
was by supplying the production units—in the first place
industry—with all the means of production (equipment,
capital, raw materials. foodstuffs, consumer goods). The
factories had to produce the goods whatever the cost.
Planning only existedfor form’s sake. The State assigned
tasks to production units, gave them the means and was

~handed over the finished goods. All the enterprises- had to
. do was to balance the State allowances and their own

expenses in the way as the administrative organs do. Thus
economic management through ad'mmstratxve subsidies

came into being. -~

This system was necessary in war conditions when the
State was receiving a large amount of foreign aid. It
should have been abandoned as soon asthe war wuas over,
when the country, now reunified, ‘was embarking on the
stage ‘of socialist construction. But conszrvative ideas and
the tendency to rely on.foreign aid delayed the reorgani-
zation of economic management. Effective for the years

ol war, the old system of management became a hindrance

to all economic activities,

--The 8th Plenum laid down that “ the elmm mon ot the

‘:system of economic manavemmt by admlmstxatwe sub-
;Sldlcs is-an urgent need the dec151ve lmk IOL COHVCtIlng‘ .

— ATTET the end: of the anti-French resist-""
fance with the drawing up first of short-tergrand later of

Vs
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the economy: to:a. balanced form of management and sccial-
list profitabil: Ity  based®on planning . FHe essential confents
of the new management is found_in the following pomts

) In the enterprlses all reasonable expemes are used in’
the calculation of the net cost price. The price covers all
effective and reasonable expenses. The producer enjoys
satisfactory revenue. The State accumulation fund will
gréidually rise. The State will cease buying and selling at
low prices and covering unjustified deficits. Prices are
fixed on the basis of planning. Since agricultural produc-
tion remains the mainstay of the economy, the price of
paddy is the basis from which other prices are calculated.
Throughout the State prlcmg system the mechanism of
single prices will be adopted. :

b) The real wages should be enough to maintain the
worker and ensure the reproduction of the work force in
harmony with national economic potential. The salary is
paid in money ; payments in kind are abolished. The
amount is related to .productivity, qualitly and work
_efficiency. Salary levels and scales will be revised as will

" fines and bonuses. The minimum salary will be fixed
according to the -new system of unified basic salaries for
the whole country. :

¢) Financial autonomy is given to production, trade and

service units. All production, trade and service activities.

are sub’ect-to the system of balanced management. The

State budget will no longer cover unjustified deficits.

Enterprises are responsible for their prcductive activity
and lor any losses they may incur.

d) Banking act1v1tles should be rapidly conv erted to the" ‘

'system of balancmg books and socialist profxtablhty To
turn capital to account is the first ‘critérion of all credit_
operations. Monclary"‘ cxrculauou shouId be unproved

. -

e - - .
STk R . Lo .,
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available  assels - molxhsccﬁ ‘and¥iheir réfation: decelerated -
The dong’s position in-economic actxvny should. be streng-
thened together with discipline in using yronetary assets..-
Embezzlement, wastage, and the formation of  ‘“black
accounts ™ should be punished.

- - S~
However, owing to poor preparation, the resolutions

of the 8th Plenum did-not bring the desired results. *“The

economic situation developed satisfactorily up until the
third quarter of 1985. Butfrom the fourth quarter, through
shortcomings and errors in improving the price-salary-
money system, market prices were subject to compléx
fluctuations with a disastrcus effect on numerous social
and economic activities. The resolutions of the 8th Ple-
num of the CC and Resolution 28 of the CPV Political
. Bureau are entirely cerrect, the fault lies with the Council
of Ministers ". (Report of Vo Van Kict, Vice-President of
the Council of |
Commiittee, deliv ered before the 1

National Assembly, 7th
Legislature). :

The Council of "Ministers made a severe self-criticism
onthis subj:ct. The Party and Government are working
{lat out to revive the economic situation, still in the spirit
of the 8th Plenum. [t must be underlined that the impcr-
tance and bearing of the 8th Pl:num resolutions. gc
beyond the problem of prices, salaries and money. The
final objective is to plan all socio-economic activities, tc
be in control of goods, workforce, the land. and other
natural resources, to make better use of the material and
‘technical infrastructure, produce more lo meet society’s
-needs,. and stabilise and gradually 1mprover peoples living

condmons The. work 1s expected to- 1aice a f’antfy rong R

Ministers, Director bf the State Planning




THE ATTEMPTS TD CHANGE ECONOMIC
MANAGEMENT AND THE YEARS 1976—386

We have underlined the [uact that, after the first years
of national reunification, Vietnam in 1979—81 suftfered an
alarming economic decline and numerous difficulties.

A look back at the last monthsof 1930 makes possible 4
just appreciation of the efforts made to overcome obstacles
which at first seemed insuperable.

At the beginning of 1981 the Vietnamese economy pre-
sented a fairly negative aspect. The production of focd-
stuffs wasa long way trom meeting the needs of the popu-
lation Industrial production in 1930 only reached 872 of
the 1978 figure. The value of exports only covered 2777
of "imports. The burcaucratic subsidy system obstructed
economic and social nanag-ment. In their daily life the
working people suffercd difficulties which hampered pro-
ductive work. There was also the cvil impact of world price
fluctuations, the policy of embargo and the war of sabo-
tage waged by Beijing in collusion with Washington.

‘Thanks to the economic line drawn by the Fourth Con-
gress given concrete expression-by the resolutions ol the
6th Plenum in particular, our economy began to move in
a positive direction, especially in production of foodstuffs.
These increased for three years in succession notwith-
standing climatic problems. 1983 was the first year for
decades when we did not have to import food to meet our
needs. The khoan (1), the contract between the cooperative
and the peasant cooperative member, has brought about a
real improvement in the countryside. The product-based

1 See *““From Coatracted Work to Contracted Produce in
Agricultural Cooperatives.”’

T e o

contract, by linking the worker’s interest and respénsibil- S

ity directly with the linal products, encourages everyone
to devote himself wholeheartedly following a division of
labour determined bv the collective and in the general
framework ot cooperative organization. The "cooperative
members, on their own authority, can use their working
hours, land, manure, to the maximum... [f they respect
cultivation techniques it is of their own will, putling
technical improvements into operation so as to reduce
costs as much as possibic and huarvest evervihing down to
the last grain of rice. '

Hard-working peasant houscholds with sufticient man-
powcer can enjov a more comtortable life and sometimes
cven prosperity. New economic zones are created on
waste land to abserb the unemploved in the towns and

reduce overcrowding. An Ha (1), for instance. set up -

30 km from Ho Chi Minh city, is making a success of
sugar cultivation. wnd has been able to install a sugar
retinery, a paper miil, and a distilierv.

In agriculture, the emphasis has been placed on tropical
crops with can serve the export market. Apart from the
20.000 hectares of coffee already existing (beginning of
1931), 50,000 additional hectares have been plaﬁted during
the last five years, largely in cooperation with the Comecon
countries (2). The State has also launched a movement to
reconstitute the vast coconut plantations decimated by the
US war. In only a tew davs, over Tet 1970, the po;';ula-
tion ot Tam Quan planted 30,0co coconut palms; today

1. Sece *‘The New Economic Zone of An Ha "

l' ey ‘g . . ) o
2. See Rehabilitation and Devefopment of Coffee Cultivation

in Vietnam”
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" ‘the greeni palms are once more shading revived villages (1).

Pineapples (half the fruit export crop), bananas, orungcs,

-z Fychees, longanes, mangoes and other fruits .are covered

by a unified plan for cultivation and processing on u
national scale (2). = ~ .- LT g

~——

In the tield of industfy and handicrafts, reforms on the

method of remuneration, the latitude offered at regional
level to factories, companies and private initiative, have

brought a marked improvement from the years 1982-83.
The annual increase has reached more than 117

Socialist industrialization constitutes the central task for
the whole period of the transition to socialism (3). Many
key works have been, or arein the process of being cons-
tructed : the cements works of Bim Son and Hoang Thach.

the Bai Bang paper mill, the Pha Lai thermal power

station, Thang Long Bridge, the Song Da and Tri An
hydro-electric centres, the agro-hydraulic network of Dau
Tieng, the oil and gas exploiting complex of Vung Tau—
Con Dso, etc. Let us emphasize the size of these projects
for a Third World country. The hydro-electric project of
Sonz Da (Hoa Binh) includes a reservoir 230 km
long (g.43 billion cubic metres of water); a dam 125 metre
high and 640 metres long, a power station ot 8 turbines
each producing 240,000 kw. (annual production : 8 bil-
lion kwh) : in addition it has made it possible to mini-
_mise the disastrous effects of the annual Red River Delta
floods. Thang Long Bridge which crosses the Red River
isone of the biggest in South-east Asia (two tixed plat-
forms, total length : railway 5,500' metres, road 3,500

1. Sce: “ Binh Dinh’s Cocoput Palms’”
2. See : ** Vietnamese Fruit for Export " o
« Socialist Industrialization inm the Eighties ”

3. Sec:

22 - . ) -

~ 1. See ** Export Goods from TE';a

metres), The Bai Bang paper mill has a potential capacity -
of 33,000 tonnes.

External trade has “seen a certain improvement. The
total value of exporls has risen~ from 1,097 million dong.
in 1980 t& 2,854 million dong in 1984. Peasants and hand-
icraftmen. also contribute to exports. The rice-growing
province -of Thai Binh, for example, which ias not

" export oriented, now used 10,000 or so hectares for indus-

trial crops for export. [t sells jute and its derived products
(carpets, sacks, etc.), rush mats, chili, garlic, oils, basket-
work, meat, chickens, feathers and articles from handi-
craft and small industry (leather gloves, badminton rackets,
ping-pong bats, lacjucred goods...) (1) A small forgotten
townlet like Hoi An has reached relatively easy circum-
stances by exporting swallow’s nests, cinnamon, sandal-
wood, pepper, bamboo shoots, fishing products... (2).

The large room for manoeuvre left to regional adminis-
trative units have encouraged some brave initfatives.
This is true of Haiphong which was one of the first
places to experiment successfully with khoan (the contract
system) in agriculture and the new ecomomic manage-
ment. (3) Long An has innovated -in goods disiribution
and circulation. (4) Quang Nam and Da Nang have turned
over a new leaf : after 21 years of the US presence the

“province and the town have gradually rediscovered their

proverbial character as a people hardworking, tenacious,
inventive. (5) The capital, Hanoi, and the biggest urban
area in the countrv, Ho Chi Minh City, are not being left

i Bioh”

2. See **The Old and the New in Hoi An”’

3. See * Experience in Economic Management in Hai Phoag Port "
4, See “ Distribution and Circulation of Goods in Long Aa ”

5. See *Da Nang Revisited » __ -




the ‘evils lei'(,bé’hiéa bj"n listn:
:drug addiction; (3 )h'we beeti moétly .

chil 1ren went to school -or pre-school” classes in the

98< -86 scnoolyear, that . is 4 5 million ‘more than in 1¢75.
General technical teaching centres .and secondary schools
< ombining teaching with work cxpencnrg, and the atien-
tlon paid 1o a professwx.dl orientation, reflec

he concerns
of the educational reforms to link the schools to life. (4)
In 1985 -Vietnam had 93 tertiary-schoois and cheses and

“known under the old regime, are multiplying to form a
ublquxtoaq network: following the..mcdel of what has

' valreadv been donein the North. W HO and L\TLSLO hav

_ 1ecogms\°d the rcmaxiuL ¢ successes m: sde b) emam
_desmte the war, m 1he ndds ui mwrucllon and publu
}AL 1}1 fﬁ) ‘ i

}.,

1. Sec: “ Hanoi: from a Lunsurrﬁ Cm 10 an Indusl i«.l City’

2. See: ' Ho Chi ‘\h.xh City and 'he Economu De.elopmtm of
the Region ” R
= 3, See : “* Curing Druv Add.cts e Ho Chx Mu.n Cu)
4. Sec: - “ General Education in the SRV’ i
5.-See: “Higher Education aud Secon: \\*_' '.'rce ional Education’”
‘ 0. See: _“ Achicvements in l’l.h ic™Hes S nce the August 1945
' Rcmlut'on ” ; = ‘ g

Was ex,..)ma!cﬂ from thcmxddlc of - 1078 Fnteen rm llo‘i

':1115her schools wWith 18,720 teachers and s 000 students. (5}
In the Scuth - village medico-sanitary clinics,” almost un-. |

b

< oself {-sacrifice

bpfmcre" Vxetnam\hae continued,.
'osmon as 4. coumry in thc;,~

VV smngton and Bel}mgv V. I
spot in the world.” Vieinam \v11h Kamp ,Lhca and Laos,
ave obl gcd to work 10 sateoudrd pmce and -security for
themselves and for the whole area. Its pohcv of dialogue
“to resolve differences ha< mad&. a good start, its desire for
peace and an overture ¢an 1o loner be doubted by btatcs
cand pcop‘c of goodw;ll e .
\

B

Such is Vlctnam on 1he eve of the Sixth Congress of
the Communist Party of Vle[nam B

Undcr the ludcr&}up of its >'c\olul1on’r) Party,” it
conqucreu independence - at o cost of threc decades of
“and struggle . with the * 1pport of all pro-
" pressive - pcoak “The war "ended, - it remains one ot the

countries with the lpwest-per- capm income i the
“world. But it has the: necessary . pre'mces for . economic
development, \anhd Patural resources, ﬂbuvdam and.
skilled work - cu.)slantml ~aid trom 'the - socialist
countries w hich arearo large markets for its e\')orgg'\ud':. ‘
Jic ciforis at reconstruction in 2 ~o:‘mllsr dlrcmon huve
~met, and \vxll con“an v*n meet,; wuh ’"mny “bal:]‘ les,.




marked by

They have bzen vy shorteomings, tailures but
a'sobyv gains and successes in the
tween 1976 and 1986. Under the leadership oi a party
which has proved its worth over more than half a century,
the Viernamese people will know Hiow todraw the lessons
ol experience out of its saccesses and lailures in order (o
advance towards the finai end, that ot socialism, for ~only
under socialism can the age-old lrcam »f the working
peopic .or liberation irom oppression, cxpicitation, soverty
and  backivardness, a life in plenty, with an ossured
icmorrow, civilized and happyv, conme true”

The Sixth Congress will be a lundmurk o this Jorvarnd

painfui  orogress De-

marei,

Fehryary 1956
NGUYEN VAN DAM
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1. AGRICULTURAL ASPECTS

FROM CONTRACTED WORK
- TO CONTRACTED PRODUCE
IN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES

NGUYEN YEM

In the North, agricultural cooperatien was basicaily -

completed in 1960, and further consolidated in 1965 when
most cooperatives adopted a more advanced, ** higher level
system (publi¢ -ownership of all means of production and
distribution of profit according to work done). Contracted
work made its appearance: for a set amount of work, the
farmer received a set number of workpoints ; 10 work-
points amounted to a work-day. ) .

In the beginning, as the cooperatives were srnali and
lacked equipment, the production brigades took charge of
all the farm work. They distributed the farm-hands

according to the work to be done, with due attention fo -

individual_skills and strength: the men would take on the
heavier jobs such as tilling, while the women did - the

- lighter ones (rice transplaﬁtiﬁgiiweeding)..'_an_trac\'théf.;d work
““was a step forward compared with the method of working

-



for a dailv wage as formerlv applicd, but it had the dis-

advantage of being based upon ihic number of work-days

irrespective of the quality oif the work. Co-op members
thus tended to-work to 3 =t as many work-poinis as possi-
ble. which incited them tc scamp their work and shorten
their working time.

To put an end to this state of arfairs, the *“work-point
compuling = svsiem  was  appiicd wnicn Cinnicduced a
measure ol qguality control ¢t the aily work one by cach
darmer—icngth of werk, respedt of iwehnical norms—in
evalualing Qs work-points. This measure initially had
some etfcet, but was not successful in the long run. First~
ly, agricuitural work is. not coditicd by strict regulations
like industrial work. and conscquently it is very difficult
to control it, particulariv when the cooperative still lacks
mechanized cquipment. Then as the tcam members are ail
neighbours or relatives thev are indulgent towards one
another and mind only their ewn business. Their slapdash
work makes it necessarv lor the ceonperative lo emplov
other workers to control and rectify it, thus causing an
inrlation of work-points, squandering both labour force
andd materials, and reducing the vaiue of the workdays.

Since 970, small cooperatives Lave merged inte large
ones covering several hamiets unii cven ihe whoic com-
mune. The infrastructures have developed (storciouses,
drying yurds, cngineering stations...). The ficlds have been
re-drawn. .\ now distribuiion 2of lubour has been intro-
duced, anid specielized teams have made their appearance
(tilling, irvigation, seed sclection, munuring, plant preice-
tion). The production brigades underiake to do the remuin-
ing work. In this period, the agricultural cooperatives.
accumulated a rich experience in managemcnt; they con-
ducted pedological surveys, elaborated projects and experi-
mented with the new process of production, and on this.
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basis, determined economic and technical norms for the-
entire production proccss in order 'o consolidate the con-
tract svstem.

On the basis of this prepuratory work, the cooperative
signs contracts with the specialized teams and discusses
with them the number of davs necded for cach job after
taking into account its volume and qualitv. For the remain-
ing  obs, tiie proauction brigade appiies the = ihree-point
coniract ” svstem the rhree points are:

— woatracted produce. This consists in..llc.ing a certain
cultiviate’ area w ecach production briguae. and setting a
quota ot produce to be collected \which varies according to
the nature of the crop ind the tertiiiiv orf the soil.

— Contracted costs. This is based on the technical norms.
ot each crop and an the means availuble {rom the cocper-
ative to calculate the cxpoases detraved by the nroauction
brigade to obtain seeds, tertilizers, petrol, - octicides, and
to repuir the implements needed tor production.

— Contracted work-points. This is based cn the normns
et for labour, for each job handed out by the cooperative,.
and tixes the work-points necessar to nroduce the crop
contracted and to be paid to the producer after the harvest.,

According to the regulation, the production brigades
may receive a reward amounting to So—ico?} ot the
surplus ot the contracted produce or may be ined 30-70%

w1

of the deficit.

Alter agreeing upon a *“three-pcint contruct” with the
cooneradve, the nroduction brigade signs contracts with
individual peasants or groups of peasants. -

The system of contracts with specialized teams is defi-
nitely superjor to the *¢ work-day ” system or the “work-
point computing ” system because it marksa step forward
n the division of labour, and to some extent facilitates the-
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introduction of mechanization and new farming techniques,
thereby:contributing to-stepup the development: of produe~

tion and to strengthen the rclations of production. = —

The system’ of *three-point contract” signed - with the
production brigades hasa lot of good points; nevertheless it
has i fundamental flaw since it is the production brigade
-and not the farmer who disposes of the crop. This leads
to'the peasants working carelessly. They only care for

their work-points and not for the quality of their work.

The result is.that the production brigade has to control the
work, which renders the managerial apparatus more cum-
bersome. Futhermore. this control is ineffective since in
present conditions -agricultural production cannot be
standardized.

In the last few years, besides two rice-crops, many co-
-operatives have grown winter crops (vegetables and subsi-
.diary food crops) which require intensive cultivations. After

fulfilling their duty towards the State, many cooperatives

.use the land put at their disposal to grow the winter crop -

.on their own initiative and sign separate centracts directly
‘with the farmer. This method has yielded good results and
‘has been tried for rice cultivation. In many regions this
form of contract (for rice cultivation) which began in 1978
‘and 1979 was applied extensively in 1980 and became the
norm in the 1981 spring crop.

In order to popularize this new farming method, the
Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Vietnam issued Instruction wo CT/TW on13
January 198t to “improve the contract system and apply

.it to each peasant team or individual peasant ”. The gist

--of ;this new system is that the cooperative signs the “thtee-

' point contract” not with the production brigade’ but

-
L
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directly with each  peasant team or individual peasant in
order to bind them to the final produce. o
According to this new system the cooperative continues to

sign contracts with specializedteams déaling with.'spegific

technical tasks

control, etc. With regard to' the. production brigades,
after agreeing on “three-point contract”
cboperatives. they sign contracts with each peasant
team or individual peasant. -TFhese -do the final work
(tending the crop and harvesting) as these jobs enable them
to exercise their skills and make use of the material
resources and labour of their family members. The area
allotted to them under the “three-point contract " is discus-
sed with the production brigade. The contracted produc-
tion quotas are also fixed at a meeting and kept constant
for several years to gain the confidence of the farmers and
encourage them in their work by guaranteeing the “three.
benefits” : benefit to the State, to the collective and tfo the
individual. The peasant team or individual peasant now
receives the entire surplus produced over the fixed quota»
or is fined the entire deficit, except in the case of natural
disaster or exceptional circumstances.

At present our agricultural eooperatives__are not yet
technically developed, they tend a great variety of plants
and animals, and lack material and- technical bases; their
production work is dene almost -entirely by hand and
depends largely on the whims of naiure; the level of their
managerial cadres is still low. In this situation, they are
urged to opt for one of the two styles of work—old or

new —according to their concrete conditions.

As the intefests and responsibilitiés of the farmers are
thereby closely related to their final produce, the new

forms of - eontract have become:an incenfive-to - work, ...

such as mechanical tilling. irrigatiom, . .
- seed selection, management, distribution of fertilizers, pest -

with ‘the =



within the frameswork of the cooperative and its division
of labour. '

W ith this new form of contract the co-op members can
make the best use of their labour and land, fufil the norms
in a voluntary manner, apply technical innovations to their
work, save production costs, improve the quality of their
work, raise economic efficiency and spare control work,
for the cooperative. Thanks to these types of contracts,
producticn is increased, the co-op members’ incom ¢s rise
and conseauently the cooperative can increase its accu -
mulation of capital and supply greater quantities of farm
produce to the State.

In practice, these new types of contracts strengthen the
relations of production, bring the farmers closer to their
cooperatives, consolidate their collective mastery, stream-
line the managerial apparatus of the cooperative and pro-
mote technical innovations. '

* In a word, they are an improvement over the former
“three-point contract”. In the new contractual incentives
svstem, ‘the **contracted work ” sytem continues to work,

with the ditference that “ it is bound to the final produce”,

In this way, the co-op farmers can draw benefits from
their work-days and at the same time derive a profit
from the surplus of their “contracted produce”. Practice
has shown that this system has definite advantages as it
is more suitably related ta the present technical and
managerial level of the cooperatives. '

In future, when agriculturesis mechanized and the man-
agerial standards of the co-op cadresare ruiscd, the typeof
contract used will change again. But the principle of bind-
ing the interests and responsibilities of the farmers tc
their final preduce will remain for a long time.

7981
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REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
COFFEE CULTIVATION IN VIETNAM

SRIN Py THANH

Nearly twenty vears ago Vietnam began exporting
coffec. This commudity was scon rated by e¢xperts as hav-
ing a particular tlavour, a sweet taste and an attractive
colour, ' '

Biologists and ugronomists have agreed that coffee
which wus introduced into our vountry nearly a century
ayo, is suitable to manv soil and climatic areas of Viet-

_nam.

Year atter year, however, our exported coffee has fallen
too short of our customers’ demand. Acchrding to the latest
reports of responsible economic branches and of the
Ministry of Agricuiture, coifce area and vield sicadily
decreased between 1976 and 1930 from 16,399 to 11,599
hectares and from c.95 tonne of grain per hectare in 1970
{0 0.45 in 1979.

Appropriate concern and encouragement has not been
given to the development of coffee producticn, While
striving to extend acreage, many localities and State farms
did not pay attention to fostering existing plants. Worse
still, in some places coiffee was replaced by other crops and
fruit-trees. Planning for coifee-growing with regard to

9 ) -
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labour, technical means and irrigation potentialities was
not Jdeveloped. A good policy was iacking lo encourage

- -workers._to: increase productlon and..raise their own -

prOdLCtIVIty by devoting themselves to tending the
coffee plant. Nor was. there a policy to help cooperatives
and individuals develop coffee production.-What is more,
production organization and managerial apparatus were
still beset with irrationalities.

- The above-mentioned weak points are being removed
‘step by step to put coffee production on a larger socialist
scale. After many vears of research, the first works have
appeared in the study of coffee ecology and the planning
of coffee plantation for export. According to an inquiry
by the Ministry of Agriculture,- coffee has decreased in
area and yield in a number of locatities, but it has on the
contrary risen to over one tonne of grain per hectare in
others with similar soil and climatic conditiohs. In other
places it has stood at 2 tonnes year after year. Thereforc,
more input will certainly give hlgher yield to the existing

19,815 hcclal cs.

Research and experimentation have shown that coffee
thrives on basaltic soil which abounds in Dac Lac, Nghe
Tinh, Binh Tri Thien, Lam Dong, Gia Lai-Kontum and
Song- Be provinces where plantations can be enlarged
to a total of 200,000 hectares. In the-next tive years,
besides tending the existing 20,000 hectares, we will
plant 50,000 more hectares with coffee, partly
cooperation with - fraternal countries in Comecon. On
the Central Highlands, rtens of thousands of people
are opening a campaign to grow coffee under our third
five-ycar plan. We shall build scores of State farms
in four areas in co-operation with the Soviet Union, Cze-

“choslovakia, the- German .Democratxc chubhc a,nd»

. <0 —
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-Buigaria. Our army alsp takes pari in this unportant
and difficult task. = = S

Fifty thousand hectares' is a small area.for a Blg—coffec *
producer, but in the conditions of Vietnam it requires a
tremendous effort and a homogenocus co-operation of va-'
rious economic branches.

At present, our State already has a policy and.overall
measures to encourage coffee production. Our investments
being still small, we set great store by co-operating with
the socialist countries to-build large-scale cotfee plantations
and by developing éo(‘fee-growing with modest invest-

- ments and quick returns in favourable places. Our policy

is to develop coffee growing in all the thre¢ ecconomic
sectors: State farms, co-operatives and peasant house-
holds so as to promote the compound strengh of the State
and pcople. However, priority will be given to build State
farms into advanced preduction units with a high lével of
specialization, ‘intensive farming and application of
advanced technique, with high labour productivitv and
cotfee yield, gaod managerial organization, thus seiiing a
model in the areas specialized in coffee growing.

Implementing the above-mentioned policy and measures,
many localities such as Dac Lac and Gia Lai-Kontum have
sped up coffee planting. Many localities have applied tech-
nical achievements and taken valuable initiatives like
that of adopting new strains. Nghe Tinh and Gia Lai- -
Kontum have grown lots of varieties of coffee with eariy
harvest and high yield. The State farms have also.widely
used hole-borers, which is-40-30 times quicker ihan by
hand and ensures timely planting. The use of polvethy-

- lene bags in coffee nursing has brought down the preduc-
tion- cest of saplmga, savmg Iabour, land, irrigaticn water ..

and time



! In the immcdiate future, apart from investing inw
enlarging the areu, we shall build a coffee-processing mill
to make ground and instant coffee. Our goal isto carry out
intensive farming slong with expanding area so as to boost
coffee growing in the years to come thus ensuring a large
amount of exportable coffec. On the other hand, we shall
strive to bring average coffee vield to 0.6 tonne per hectare

in the shortest time possible.

1987
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BINH DINH'S COCONUT PALMS

AN TONG

sina Pinh, well known throughout Vietnam or iis
wsernud paims, was merged with another province, Quang
Nauai, i form Nghia 3inh province.

Traveilers to the region should muake <urc thiey swp off
at Tam Quan. Standing beside huge 1eaps -of coconuts,
women beckon over 1o us, inviting s o faste their fruit,
With 2 switt movement of her chepper. & woman nncaps

‘

a coconut and pierces ifs white pulp before handing it fo
ns. We suck mouthtuls of the delicicus, sweet milk, so
reminiscent ol this land and its peopic.

¥*
% »

Tam Quan towaship lies beside a smull river whose
iimpid water ¢bbs and [lows with the tide. Whatever
Wwavowe  fiurn, we see rew  atter row <t coconut palms,
over to the sea, up to the mountains, dow i fo the southern
districts of Phu My, Phu Car, An Nion. Tav Phuoe, 21
Only in the hinterlanl are the trees less aumerous.

In Tam Quuan coconut palms baar fruit after four vears
How beautitul they arc then! Each nut is so {ull and
heavy that -three men can drink their fill from it. The
trees cluster in the sandy “soil near the water. for thev
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hke water but not f]oodmg The frult arc picked every

month and a half. A broad choppex: slipped under his belt,

the plcker roves from free.to free ¢climbing them with a
ladder, beginning with the young ones. He climbs up five

or six metres above the ground, presses his chopper against -

a nut in the lowest bunch and shakes it a little. A gurgle
reveals a ripe fruit. The man then hacks off the bunch
After that, he trims the tree-top, cuts down the withered-
Ieaves and- looks for any mice At 1aabhe slides down.

When the trees are more than ten metres high, the pick-
er has to climb the tree by a ladder. From high up he
carctully lowers~one branch after another on a rope. On
the ground, helpers load,the fruit down to boats or tie
them into. ratts to let them go downstreams.

The smaller coconuts are sold to make refreshments. Oit
is pressed out of the yellow, green or red-skinned ones. We
visited an oil-making centre at Cuu Loi hamlet, near Tam
Quan. Coconuts there were piled high in -a corner of a
large yard, some already with green buds. A group of Jads
sitting on the ground peeled off the husks with big
knives. They were then handed over to the girls. One of
- them broke them open with & knife, and poured their
milk out. Another scraped the pulp. The thick white
scrapings soon piled up. Under the strong hands of the
grinders operating an instrument. brlstlmg with Qharp
teeth, they were crushed and fell into a closely-woven
basket. When the basket was half full, they were thor-
oughly trodden with some water added. Scon tiny
streams of a milky liquid trickled into the big jars. After
one uight, the' oil came out and rose to the surface, shin~
ing like ~fat. Ehaﬁ’ oil was then ‘skimmed and simmered

-~ fo- purxfy' t.. Eﬂre eaconuts usually gave one litre of oil -

-
o~ -
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During the war of resistance against the French colonial-

-ists, the provinces in the Fifth Interzone; the .Centrall™

Highlands and Southern Trung Bo greatly depended upon.
Binh Dinh’s coconut oil, much of which was produced .
from Tam Quan coconuts. As there was nokerosene, thexr
oil was used for lighting. Coconut oii is also a dehcxous-
substitute for fat, and a.precious raiv material from which’
to make soap. In Tam Quan, Bong Son aud Phu My there

-are hundreds of small enterprises turning out various-

kmds of soaps andgosmetic oils.

Green coconut leaves make good roofing when skilfully-
arranged into a thick laver. Most of the houses in Tam
Quan, Bong Son and Phu My are made of coconut trunks..
Old coconut rees, once sawn into planks, reveal glossy
brown veins much sought atter to make furniture.

Coconut milk also has medical propertxes According to-

«the people of Binh Dinh. ccconut milk is better than any-

tonic. Filtered and asepticized, it can be injected to restore
the health. of weak patients. After a long illness theré is.
no better tonic than pigeon stewed in coconut milk. Yau.
take a large and glutinous céconut and place a gutted pig- .
eon-inside it, and simmer it. Several hcurs later, the meat
softens and mixes with the coconut pulp and milk, pro-
ducmg a delicious and fragrant dish. Slice coconut flesh
cooked with shrimps or meat alsc makes a tastv and nu--
tritious dish. The people of Binh Dinh like to eat coconut
with rice cakes. Boiled cassava ground with coconut scrap--
ings and spiced with salt and sesame seeds provides sus--
tenance for a labourer from morn till noon.

All the year round, visitors to Binh Dinh are treated tc

‘ coconut jam. On New Year's days glutinous rice cakes are
““eooked with a coconut filling. A:local recipe is to cook rice
* with coconut milk to add taste. Bonzes' like to “eat Jack—

-
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fruit, rice noodles, peanuts and sova beans boiled in coco-
nut milk, making a frugal and healthy meal. As for child-
ren, they prefer the “phoi” (meaning  “lung” in
Vietnamese), a kind of sweet and spongy white excres-
cence scereted from inside the fruit. Condensed und saited
coconut milk ranks among the best sauces.

Coconuts hold a special place among agricultural pro-
ducts for thev give us both oil and fibre. Beaten, steeped
then beaten again several times before being  dried,
coconut tibres become as tine as silk-threads and can be
made into rope. [t seems that all parts of a4 coconut puim
‘an be used: for ropes, sandals, buttons... an fucl. Durmg
the war ol resistance against French aggressicn our soi-
Jiers in the Fifth [nterzone wore such buitons on their

clothes. The shells can be used as bowls f'or the children-

Manyv handgicralt articles produced from coconui pulins
are sold on market davs in Binh Dinh: Colourcd carpets
and ornaments brighten up the stalls. On displav are nets
terr vollev-bull. basket-ball and table-tennis, hammocks,
ropes of various sizes and bags of many colours. Also on
sale arc beds, wardrobes, tables und chairs mads of pelish-
ed coconut wood. There are very attractive tca cosics
made  from  elaborately decorated  coconut husks
i'he old folk usually wear coconut sandals with wicic.
elegant straps, while women choose high-heel sandals with
pink and purple glass beads on their straps 1o wear at
wedding parties and testivals.

Coconut palms stretching over many districts prowded
the people ol Binh Dinh with strong bases from which to
fight the country’s enemies.
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In 1954, when the French colonialists rushed their troops
against Quv Nhon, De Gi und Tum Quan, our guerillas
turned the coconut plantations into torbidding obstacles. In
the streets, big coconut trees were laid across the road
piled high with rtables, chairs, wardrobes and beds o
check the advance of ¢nemy troops. Mceanwhile, the gue-
rillas laid in wait like gibbons in the trees huriine hand
grenades at unsispecting enemy seldicrs who died berore
even knowing where their adversaries came from. The
survivors, looking up, would see nothing but grimlyv indif-
terent coconatt palms.

During the sar of resistance against US aggression
Tam Quan was a ficrcelvy contested area. To contiin the
guerillas, the Americans buildozed tens oi thousands ot
cceonut palms, turning a once rich area into 2 no-man’s
land. But that did not stop the soldiers and people of Tam
Quan and Binh Dinh {rom .chieving resounding teats. in
Tam Quan - Bong Scn area alone tens of thousunds of US
and South Korean uzgressors tell in the coconut plantations
tezether with hundreds ot pianes ot varicus kinds.

Today, the coconut palms by Tam Quan stat: o stiil
bear en‘cm’v bullet marks [t was there in the spring of
1963 that little hero Tran Van Hoc laid down his Tite.
The enemies had used a large teree to encirle a squad st
liberation tightcrs. The voungsier was sent to the station
to bring the latter out secretly, but when he withdrew
he was wounded and caughi. Recognizing Hece, a locui
thug savagely  tortured him and threw him into @ «durk
dug-out where he lett him tor three davs and nighrs, On
the tourth day the thug marched him oft through  rhe
township past ‘weeping crowds. Handcufted, Hoc plodded
with swollen feet, but with u giint in his ¢yes and a smile
on his face. Finally, the herc was tied to a young cocouut
pélm in Tam Quan station und Killed.




During the struggle for the country’s independence and
freedom, Binh Dinh’s ¢oconut palms witnessed countless
similur examples of heroism. Over the past thirty years
they also underwent no end of trials..The Saigon puppets
called Binh Dinh their 44th province—the worst one as
regards security —and launched raid after raid against it.
Hundreds of thousands of tonnes of US bombs, explosives
and toxic chemicals were dropped on the coconut plan-
tations.

Oa 1 April 1977 the whole of Binh Dinh province,
including the own of Quyv Nhon was comﬁlclel_v liber-
ated Tmunetaicly aiter the end of the war, the people
returned io their viflages. Once their houses were rebuilt,
ey senght to replant their precious coconut palms. Most

- ol those remaining were riddled with bullets. The revolu-

tionary  authorities  faunched drives to replant
coconut, mango, cinnamon and other wcll-known fruit-
trees wilich grow in the province. .\t the beginning of the
1976 Lunar New Vear, Tam Quan alone planted fifty
thousand coconut paims.

The population ol Binh Dinh uare determined to turn
their coconut plantation, once devastaied by US bombs,
explosives and toxic chemicals in- Hoai Nhon, Hoai An.
An Lao, Phu My... districts into prosperous econom ic zones
The green toliage is returning to the villages, and all day
fong swarms of busyv bees hover about the newly blossom-
ing .oconut flowers, producing u sweet brown honey, vet
another valuable product of Binh Dinh.

many
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THE NEW ECONOMIC ZONE
CF AN HA

THIEN NI

- Thirty kilometres west of Ho Chi Minh City lics a new
economic zone of the citv's Fifth Wuard. Here the soil is
saline and was lett unused throughout the war vears.
Right atter the liberation of the South, a contingent of
young volunteers dug a canal to bring fresh water to the
area, thus paving the wayv tor the bulding of the An Ha
farm. In the An Ha canal. 20-tonne boats plv hack and
forth, berthing at An Ha market where local products —
sugar, sugarcane, lish sauce—uare exchanged for goods from

Ho Chi Minh City.

.

- The farmers’ houses string out for two kilometres along
the canal, amidst verdant orchards, their rcots covered
with climbing plants. Regularly spaced they have fibro-
cement roofs and bamboo-and-palin leaves partitions. They
were built in the first days of the existence of the farm,
for the pioneer tamilies.

We called at the first house, a threc-baved one, quite
spacious ftor a dwelling in a new economic zone. Qn a low
cupboard beside sitting-room furniture made of good-
quality wood a transistor radio wuas conveying the music
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programme from. Radio Ho Chi Minh City. The outbuild-
ings included a brick kitchen, a big water tank and a
shed for five pigs. two oxen and two goats. There are also
a fish-pond and an orchard with about 300 pine-apple
plants... The family of Mr Hai Cao — the owner—has six
ol its member working for the farm. 'hey had coine to
An Ha in the very first days. ** WhenI was in the City,”
Mr Hai Cuo said to us, I drove a cvclomotor (1) from
4 aan. till mid-nignt but our fumily was always deeply
in debt.” A

Another nowlviarrived family said they thought it
lucky that their application had been quickly granted.
During the war they had moved trom Central Vietnam to
Saigon where they lived trom hand to mouth collecting,
and selling scrap. The husband proudly said that four of’
the seven members of the family were working on the
- farm, with the three children going to school. An Ha has.

fwo basic general-education schools with an cnrolment of
420 pupils.

“Gone were the hard times,” he added. “ Now we have
some savings. But what we find most heartening is the
[act that the childrén’s future is ensured — something we
had never thought possible.”

»
*.

The centre of the farm has the look of a miuiature
“agro-industrial complex ”. Besides making fish sauce, its
budding industry also turns out sugar, paper and alcohol
from more thar 600 hectares of sugarcane — an excellent

l. Threc-wheeled passenger vehicle driven by a small engine..
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varietv withh a tall and upright stem with a high sugar
Content. With some equipment made in Saigon a factory
treats 200 tonnes of sugarcane a day, turning out white

powdered sugar. (The handicraft mills around Ho Chs

Minh City only produce treacle and unrefined sugar.)
The management pays particular attention- tc the tech-
nique of production and the quality of products. Accord-
ing te .e Kim Hung, a responsible cadre, manv engineers
and technical und managerial cadres have been crfered jobs.
at the farm or have signed contract with it. This haS
enabled An Hato score inuch success. Following the ex .m-~
ple of the sugar mill, a paper mill turns out 700kg of
paper aday :type-writing paper. mimeograph paper, tlower-
ed paper, wrapping peper. [t hopes 1o produce newsprint

-and writing paper by the end of this year. Raw inaterials.

are plentiful: waste from the sugar factory, rice straw
and stubble from the prcduction collectives in the sur-
rcunding areas. Three and a half tennes of straw will give
a tonne of paper pulp, and a ‘onue of paper pulp 6350 kg
of paper. A\ kilogramme of tirst-grade paper will sell at
40 Jong. In the samc way the distillery gets its raw
materials from the sugar factory. The woman engineer in
charge let us know that 220 litres of molasses 'vill give
32 litres of alcohol purchased by the State at 36 dong
a litre. Production costs are about 100 dong including

terment, fuel, etc.

“An Ha farm begins to show profit,” said Chin Tan,
the manager. “ However, we will always remember our
first days here. The State invested § million dong in the
tarm. We netted 1.3 miilion dong from our first crop ot
sugarcane; and we have re'rieved our investment after
Ilwo more crops. Now we can stand on our own feet.”

*
L
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A five-year Plirr- (1981=1985) to develop An Ha has been
drafted. Part of it has taken concrete {orm. The remaining
- ;projects inelude a:200-bed polychmafon the farm-workers

‘and  also for the people of Binh Chanh district; a brick- -
- kiln: producing one million bricks a year; a pigsty for zoo-

breeders; a‘sawing-mill and a carpentry. workshop a
pastry and confectionery enterprise. In 1983 the drilling
of well to provide fresh water to evervy familly will be
completed

Bidding us farewell. a female e/mployee of the farm’s
planning bureau- said : ' ‘

“Come and see us again. You will see even more prog-
ress. We are up to our ears in przparations to welcome
here 200 more families from the City...”

WS- "
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VIEFNAMESE TROPICAL FRUIT -
FOR EXPORT

NGUYEN CHU

Vietnam has a wide range of tropical fruits : pineapple
banana, litchi, longane, mango, guava, jackfruit. ete., which,
either fresh or processed, are much appreciated on inter-
national ‘market. However, these fruits are not grown in
a planned and concentrated way, with little technical in-
vestment and low productivity. That is why so far fruit
processing for-export has not much developed. In the last
few vears, a plan has been worked out to speed up the

~ growing, storage and processmg of. fruit' in the whole¢

ccuntry.

Pineapple accounts for half the volume of exported fruit,
followed by-banana and orange. The growing of pineapple
and banana bencfits from favourable climatic and soil
conditions nearly over the whole length of the country,
i.e. more than 16-degrees’of latitude. They can be grown
in the uplands of Northern and Central Vietnam as well

as in the Central Highlands. Orange in particular thrives

in some regions in the north of Central Vietnamn and the
uplands of northern Vietnam.

Individual farmers formerly and co-6p farmers at pre-
sent are.not accustomed to raising fruit trees in concentrated
fashion. They regard -it as a sideline occupation and an
intercalary- crop. Hence fruit gathering and processing on

- a large ’,scale cannot be done easily. This shortcoming is
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10w Deing removed. Some Siufe Yarms bave specializedin
truit growing -vhile the State has raiscd the buving prices
ot fruit and thus enccuraged the farmers to grow it on

1. ~ -
WArge areus.

In a0, the Udest coar o the and Jive-vear olan. and the
lirst j, ear vt nationai reunilicaiion, ihe arex under pine-
NI was 0 Nea ectares cieldine c10.000 tonnes of it

Four vears later, in iod0, this area had ‘loubled (3%.000
nectares) and output had risen to 3z0.0c0 tonnes

Orange "vas grown an 4,200 hectares in 1970 and i3,4cce
hectares in :gdc t3.00 imesover:. !f)umu[ WJaS 214,200 tonnes
o070, and oniy “.400 fonnes ‘n o303 37 limes overs
aue fo the uaging 21 the trees. The planting ot new trees
is thus imperative

Banana “vas zrownon 32300 Yecrares in 1976 and 52.200
nectares inso30. Dutputl was 110,200 tonnes (fresh) in 1076
and Scg,co0 tonnes in :980. Of late, the production of bana-
na has increased g jittle, reaching 1.2 million tonnes.

Though the planling and harvesting of truit have made
some progress, its collecticn and processing still leave much.
reem for Improvement. In igSo, thé fruit proces sing lac-
tories (camhn(r and freczing) collected only 27,000 fonucs
of pineaprle firesh) or 8 44 % of total nroduction, 3icc
to.n'ks of orange {3.02°/ of production) and 10.300 fonnes
of banana {1.;7 o production). J

- . .
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delay in the apoiicaticn »f modern technia gue, The canning

canning
industry in Vietnam is fur from matchmg the growing
-potentials.

s s o an

-

Hanoi of the first ex'por't“

The establishment in 1964 n )
birth of the fruit canning -

fruit enterprise marked the
industrv in Vietnam.

4 Cittle later, due to the American Lir and naval war
agninst Northern Vietnam. this enterprise was evacuated
t0 .ae countrvside. In that sime period. four more {ruit .
reoeesing factories were built in the nrovinces of Vinh =4

~

J

Phu, Hai Hung, Ha Bac and Ha Tuyen. 3
Serere 1973, the processing of {ruit for export Was stil] ;

~muorrenic and was ot vetan important -oreign currency,. . 4

carner 4
Tn :he fast few vears, this in lustrv  has produced such 3

itemsas sliced pincupple, pineappieidbits, pincapple jui e
banana fiice, stewed longane, siewed litehio ete
soid medais at inter-

s

any expert items have reccived
nationsi airs : Nam Ha siicoa oineappie {leipzig ¢76)r.
Hunoi pincapple juice (Leipzig o701 Hai “iung canned Lichi
Loipziz 1f0), Son Tav siiced sinearyie (Plovdiv 1078},
and Vinh Phu pineapple tidbits :Plovdiv 1g81).

In the coming years, it is expected that Vietnam will 2
export each year 20,000 tonnes of pineapple, 10,000 tonnes_ g
I orange, and 20,000 lonnes Of Jaland. .\ programme has =
been claborated for the development ol so far neglecied
fruits such as litchi. longane and mango. This programme 3
aiso deals with the production »f ‘ruit svrup, spirits and -
“vine, "viich are in much demuand :ven 2n the home mar- "+

O

e howordaing o Chis programme, Cleinam will step up
cocperation with the Soviet Unicn, Hungary and the GDR/
in many respects: the development of iruit pxantatloﬁg;),

fruit canning and cold storage. ) ol
idr Is

- 2Anm ol =3
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2, INDUSTRIAL AND ARTISANAL ASPECTS

SOCIALIST INDUSTRIALIZATION
IN THE EIGHTIES

DAO DUY TUNG

Socialist industrializ.tion is the central task throughout
the transitional period in our country, the keystone of which
is the buiding of a system ol heavy industries to serve as
the infrastructures of socialism. Lenin wrote, * The only
possible economic basis of socialism is a large-scale mecha-
nized industrv. Who forgets this is not a communist.” He
also wrote, ** The material bases of socialism can only be
a large-scale mechanized industry capable of transtorming
agriculture.” '

The question is how to carry out socialist industrializa-

tion in a given country. The Soviet Union did it by con-

centrating right trom the outset on building a whole sys-
tem of heavy industries. The situation in the Soviet Union
at that time demanded that effort and it had the capacity
to make it. After the first five-year plan (1928—32), the Soviet
Union already was provided with the basis for large-scale
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industry and atter the second five-year plan (1933-37), n
became a major industrialized country in the world, second
only to the United States.

How should socialist industrialization be carried out in
the cenditions of Vietnam? The 4th National Congress of
the Communist Party of Vietnam (1979) laid down the
linc tor building our socialist economy as follows: “ To
step up socialist industrialization, build the infrastructures
of socialism. and take the economy of our countrv from
small-scale production to large-scale- socialist production
To give priority to the rational development of heavy in-
dustry on the basis of developing agriculture und ight
imdustrv, build industry and  agriculture in the whole
couniny intoan industrial-agricultural economic structure;
biild ihe ventral economy while developing the rewional
“ruioinics. combine the central economy with the regional
ceenomics into a unitied national economic structure ; com-
bine the building of productive forces with the sctting up
and perieciing of new relations of  production; combine
economy with nutional defence; strengthen the relutions
of division of work, cooperation and mutual assistance
with the fraternal socialist countries on the basis of social-
ist internationalism, at the same {ime develop our ¢conomic
relations with other countries on the basis of [irmlv main-
taining our independence and sovereigntv, and mutual be-
nefit; turn Vietnam into a soé¢ialist country with modern
industrv and agriculture, -advanced culture and science,
firm national defence and a civilized and happy life. ” (1)

I. Communist Party of Vietnam — 4th ;\"‘a(ioual’Congress. Political
Report of the Central Committee, Foreign Languages Publishing

Hause, Hanei, 1977, pp.38. 59



That is the guideline for the whole period of transition
to socialism in our country, and also tor the present stage-
In implementing this line we have divided the process ot
socialist industrialization in our country into scveral stages.
In the present siage —the eighties—as was pointed out in
the Political Ru.port of the Central Committee to the sth
Party Congress. we shall have to “ concentrate on a vigor-
ous development of agriculture, to regard it as a priority.
to take it a siep further to large-scale socialist production,
to strive tc boost consumer goods production and to carry
on the building of 2 nnumber of important branches or heavy
‘ndustry ; o combine agriculture, consumer goods indusiry
and heavy industry ina rational agro-industrial structure.
These are main orientations ol sociulist industrialization
in the coming stage. ” (1)

The Political Report turther said: «That is precisely
“to give pricrity to the rational development ot heavy in-
dustry on the basis of developing agriculture and light in-
dustry, and to creatc a new productive force in this first
stage. This is also to lay the basis for later stepping up
of socialist industrialization. At this later stage the main
aim will be to build a modern agro-industrial structure with
a comnaratively developed heavy industry as its core. ™ (2)

To determine the contents of industrialization in ihe
stage ahead is a crucial point in the concretization ot the
Party line. Whether or not we can achieve the four socio-
economic objectives set by the sth Party Congress (3) effect

1. Communist Party of Victazm - 3th National Congress, Poiirical
Report. Foreign Lunguages Publishing House, Hanoi, 1982, p.52.

2. Op, cit. p.532.
2. Op. cit. pp.42, 43: The overall cconomic and social objectives

of the eighties are:

LY Yy

54

ad change in cur economy, and soive two urgent and fun
pamental tasks (accumulation and improvement of the
zeople's life) depends on the carrying out of the industriali-
ation programme, in other words, on the correct handl ing
of the moest fundamental relationship in our national
economy : that between industry and agriculture in the
stage ahead. [t isthe most tundamental relationship because
agriculture 2nd industry are the two basic branches pro-
ducing both meansof produciion and articles of consump-
tion. It has a bearing on ail other activities.

In the handling of the relationsiip between industry
riculture in the clghties, we dave several options

and ug i

— We mayv immediately concentrate on building a rels-
tivelv developed svstem of heavy industries by buildinga
number of ironand steel mills with capacities in the range

.

— To meet the most pressing and cssential reguirements of
everyday life, gradually stabilizing, and eventually improving to
some extent the people’'s material and cultural livelihood. First of
all, we must end the grain and :oodstuffs shortage, and make efforts
to meet the requirements in clothing, study, medical care, housing,
transport, child care, and other essential consumer needs.

— To continue buliding the materiai and technological infrasiruc-
ture of socialism, with the emphasis on doosting agriculture, con-
sumer zoods production and exports, while at the same time im-
oroving the technical basis of the other economic branches, and
making preparations for a more vigorous development of heavy
industry in rhe next stage.

— To compiete the socialist rranstformauon in the Southern prov-
inces : to continue perfecting the socialist relations of production
in the North; and t0 consolidate the sociaiist relations of produc-
tion in the whole country.

-~ To meet the requirements of national defease and to maintain

security and order.
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of three or four million tonnes a year, a system ol heavy-

“engineering industries. and a sizable chemical industry-

But, in the presenl conditions, this option i3 impractical

— We may concentrate on developing only agriculture
while neglecting or giving” Very little attention to the
development of consumcr goods industries and heavy in-
dustry. This, in practice, would not allow us to take our
agriculture to large-scale production while leaving idle

industrial potentials which could be tfurned into our
account;

— Or we mav give equal attention to heavy industry
and agriculture, concenirating on neither.

All the three options mentioned above are not compatible
with the practical conditions of our country in the stage
ahead. That is why our Party has optzd for the following:
«To concen.rate cfforts on strongly developing agricul-

ure, considering agriculture to be in the forefront: take .
agriculture one step further toward large-scale socialist’

production while making great efforts to promote the
production of consumer goods and continue the building
of a number of important branches of heavy industry..~
: WF: ‘have made this option because it conforms to the
present situation in our country and in the world —a
situation which allows us 1o effectively carry out our
industrialization programme and solve in the best pcssible
way our two fgndqmental and urgent tasks in- the stage
head. B '

Some ‘have argued that to concentrate on developing
griculture is a difficult undertaking, and thata number
of Third World countries have been able to develop their
conomies by concentrating on oil and other mining
j_ridpsti‘ies. Our road, they say, should also pass through
the mining industries. This, indeed, should be a good way
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to procecd. We have rich sub-soil resources and some of

our ore reserves have proved sizabie. But. their mining

would demand very big investments and cven so, we cannot -

begin it right away. Oil is also an important resource for
industrialization. Our country and the Sovﬁiet Union have
put in fairly important- investments, but obviously we -~
cannot yet extract large amounts of oil invthe years ahead.
In the long run this is a great prospect for ourtcountry:
But in the present decade, while we have large labour and
land potentials and a certain number of industrial
establishments should we do nothing but wait for oil and

other mincrals to be extracted? No, decidedly, W€

cannot do so. ,
Our Partv. before deciding on the best way [C socialis.
industrialization, has taken into consideration the following

factors: : .
1) Our most precious assel is our labour force (the
developed countries have large infrastructurcs which are in

fact the embodiment of past labour). . »
b) What can attract the most labour in our country are¢

ocur land, forests and sea

¢) Other potential areas in which 16 deploy our work.
force are the various crafts and trades of our people,
including sideline occupations in the countryside, handi-
crafts, small industries and consumer goods industries.

d) The .most important motive POWer behind our
economic construction is the system of socialist collective
mastery.

We all know t
Vietnam at present t
are the two most importan
tion. However, our presen
for verv low. productivity.

hat labour and land (in the case of
his includes the sea and the forests)
t factors for agricuitural produc-
{ mode of production makes -
We still have a large surplus




work force and pienty of crop-wand, foresi-land and scaarezs
which remain unexploited. Yet: we are short of food and
have achieved no accumuliation. That is why, there must
be a better combination o labour with land, forests. sca
and trades and crafts according to a new mode of nro-
duction which will take our agriculture to lurge-scale Dro-
duction and produce more material wealth. Marx Jeajt
with this question in the conditions of capitalist production.
He wrote, « .. bv incorporating with itself the fwo primar-
creators ot wealth, labour power and the land, capital .c-
quires a power of €xpansion that permits it to augment
the clements oi its accumitation bevond the limits appi-
rently fixed Dy ity ywn magnitude, or by the value an.i
the muass i the.mreans of preduction. siready produced
in which i has its being, ™ 1)

On the Dasis of the above analvsis, the sth Party Con-
gress affirmed that . the most fportant fask, which «.n
and must come {irst is to achicv collective mastery in e
interests ot a rational and effective use of labour and lan:!.
and a vigorous expansion of locq] industrics and trades .
all points of preduction. in cvery locality, and “hisughout
the country ; the purpose is to provide jobs for 4l work-
ing people, to exploit all available land, to deviiop ai
branches and trades in both quantity and scope. to achisve
better sccial fabour productivity, a higher gross naticnal
product, and a wider variety of product.” (2)

To concentrate on developing agriculture, consilering
to be in the fore front, and faking it one step furth.r on

I. Karl Mury, Caprral Vol |, Progress Publishers, Moscow,
1965, p. 604. :

2. Communist Party of Vietmam — 3:4 National Congress, Politic-
al Reporr, Foreign Lgnguages<‘Pub1ishing House, Hanoi,. 1982 pp-
$4—45, A N
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the road to large-scale socialist production, absolutely does
ot mean to develop agriculture alonc: instead jt means to
develop agriculture in close and correct combination with
industry. Ashas been pointed cut by - ur Party,in the stage
abead it iy Aovessaiy o combine sgriculiure, consumer
goous indusirics and acavy industry inno g rational indus-
fridi-agricuiture structure . More « -1 reicly, this means:

The develonment of sricniture mist e camybined with
the development of consumer goods industries, in both

scope and depth. These industries must comorise the food

industry, the iisar industrics, the simuil industries and -he
Cartous crafts in bl cswn and COUnr, .
Agriculture anchuding forestry an Sshervyand conan-

mer goods indusirics are (wo very important branches f

production. Thev o only nroduce :ammedities 10 meot
ithe necds of 1
st industrialization, especialiv in the initial stage of the
This is because in order

e neople but are also indispensabie 1o seeinl-

transiiional period in our country.
to carry out production, in order 15 indlustrialize, we nee:d
votlt means o production and co mme:lities, f.e. Farm pro-
ducts and consumer goods. Lenin said: *Of course, it is
wrong fo spexi of accurnulation being ‘indepedent’ of the
if onlv because the

!

]

production o articles of consumnption,
expansion ol production cails for new variable capital an !
consequently, articles of consumption. ” (i)

Our Party has consistently pointed »ut that agriculturul
development is aimed 4t cnsuring tocd for the whole of
sociely, suppiving raw materials for onsumer goods in-
xport. It says, © To boost consumer

dustries and goods tor o
goods production is 1 cruclal policy orieniation 1o meet the

L. V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol I, Moscow, Foreigm;‘l»,au-b’

guages Publishing House 963 p 85

s
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material and cultural needs of scciety, broaden the domes-
tic market, create an imponant source of exports, and
expand the‘ﬁiarket abroad. To boost consumer goods pro-
duction is to increase the value of agricultural produce,
provide the State with commodities for exchange with the
peasants, ‘stimulate agricultural production; broaden the
division of labour, create more jobs, develop the economy.
inérense social labour productivity, the national product
and national income in the present stage.” (1) The Party fur-
ther points out, “Small industry and handicrafts in our
country have a great potential as an important section ot
the consumer goods industry. They are being transformed
and reorganized into a componentol the socialist cconomy,
and will hold an important position in the .national econ-
omyv over a long period, especially in this first stage. ” (2)
That is why, there must be an accurate inventory and
ciassilication-of all the crafts and trades and a rational di-
vision of labour and cooperation throughout the country.
Along with the comprehensive development of agricul-
ture, we must make the most of the major industrial es-
tablishments of both the centre and the localities, of small
“industries, handicrafts and individual craftsmen in order
to develop consumer goods production.

On th: combination between agriculture, consumer
goods industries and heavy industry in the stage ahead,
our Party has pointed out,  To develop agriculture and
consumer goods production is to lay the foundation for the
development of heavy industry. On the other hand, to
develop agriculture and consumer goods production, we must

1. Communist Party of Vietnam —5th National Congress, Political
Report, Foreign Languages Publishing House, Hanoi, 1982, pp
49 - 50. : ' e

2. Op. cit, p, 50. - T

-
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fully use available industrial capabilities, build in -
rational way thé essential heavy industries to supply.
electric power, coal, petrol, fertilizzrs, insecticides, basic
chemicals, ordinary tools, semi-mechanized and mechaniz-
ed tools, making materials, etc.” (1) The primary and
immediate aim of the development of heavy industry
in the present stage is to help accelerate the development

- of agriculture and consumer goods industries. In case

of deficiencies on the part of our own heavy industry,
we should export goods produced by our agriculture, con-
sumer goods industry and even heavy industry, in order
to cover imports of what is needed to give a boost to
our agriculture and consumer goods industry.

In this way. we shall combine agriculture, consumer
goods industries and heavy industry into a rational in-
dustrial-agricultural structure in the present stage.

Pending the construction of a developed system of
heavy industries we should never losz sight ot that objec-
tive and should create all possible conditions for its real-
ization in the future. That is the firm and principied
stand of our Party in the building of socialism: Accord-
ingly, in-the present stage, we must - make active prepa-
rations in all fields, especially in geological surveying, so
that when conditions permit we can start building a
number"of key branches of heavy industry, especially the
engineering and steel industries. -

This is beacause we always bear in mind that the in-
frastructures of socialism can be nothing but a large-scale
mechanized industry capable of transforming agriculture
and re-equipping the whole national economy. We can-
not resign ourselves to the fact that our couniry, with a

1. Op. cit. p. 5L - "

-
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population of 50—56c million -inhabitants, is not producing
5 — 10 million tonnes of stecl annually. We need to have
steel for everything, from making uailsand wire to build-
ing bridges, roads, houses, machinery, automobiles, rail-
way engines, ships, ctc. At present our per capita steel
production is only r13 kilograms. Without steel, there
cannot be socialism. Moreover, we¢ must alwavs bear in
mind our needs in national defence. It in ten vears’ time
we could have planted 300,000 hectares with soyvabean,
200,000 — 3c0,000 hectares with rubber, hundreds of thou-
‘sands of hectares with coffee, etc., and have lots of farm
products for cxport. that weuld be a good condition for
the building of 4 svstem of heavy industries.

In a word, we sheuld overcome the following incorrect
views about soctalist industrialization : :

- Lither t9 regard socialist industrialization simply as
aiming at tzking agriculture to large-scale production, and
overlook i1: overall content: or inverselv, to fail to real-
‘ize that t¢ take agriculture to large-scale production is.
also an objcctive of indusirialization ;

— Or to concentrate only ondevcloping agriculture while
neglecting or making light of the building of some neces-
sary branches of heavy industry in the present stage and
pay little attention to preparing for future large-scale in-
dustrialization ; ' '

— Or to lonk for another road, which disregards the
present conditions of our country. This reflects a {uilure
to see what we should and could do in prioriiv in order
to produce more material wealth tor sccieiy.

1983
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BLOCKING THE FLOW OF
- THE DA RIVER

On 12 January 1933, at a quarter past 1 p.m., at a point
one kilometre upstream tfrom the town of Hoa Binh,
the waterflew ot the Da River left its natural age-old
course and was diverted i~to a channel dug deep in the
rocks on its right bank. The diggiug of this more-than-
onc-kilometre channel began two years ago, and on 10
January 1983, more than 7o tonnes ol explosives blasted
the dykes blecking both its ends so that the (low would
be partially diverted 1o that channel. Two davs later. the
main flow of the river was blocked. .\ ceremony for
blocking the Da River was held on that dav with the
attendance of Pham Van Dong, Chairman of the SRy
Council of Ministers, and E.\\. Kozlovski, Soviet Minister
of Geology. By that time, the width between the 2 banks
had been rcduced to only 10 metres For- several dayg
heavy-duty irucks, among ihem z0 Sovier-made Belaz lor-
ries ot 27-tonne capacity each, had been driven day and
night without a let-up to dump blocking materials intothe
river, including 1,600 huge rocks and weighing 5-7 tonnes
each and :,450 concrete biccks in the shape of pyramids
weighing 10-15 tonne each.

The blocking of the river marked an important period
in the building of a great hvdrologicai project which
began inr late 1970 and has accelerated since 1975. This
will cnable the construction of the first major installation.
of the whole system of the Hoa Binh hydro-electric
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~ project —the clay and rock dam 128m high and more than
Boom long. After that-other major YistalTations 'will be
built: the spate diversion- channel with a capacity of

45,000 cu.m. per second, the underground hydro-electric

plant with a set capacity of 1,920,000 kw generaling on an
average 8.4 billion kwh annually and the system of locks
leading to a reservoir 230 kilometres long in.Ta Bu. If
everthing goes as planned, the first of the eight turbines
of the plant will be put into operation in 1987 and the
whole project will be completed in the nineties. Next
comes the Ta Bu hydro-electrie plant with an even great-
er capacity. By then-the Da River will be totally harness-
ed with the completion ot this project.

The Hoa Binh hydro-electric project will not only pro-
vide significant electric power, a prerequisite for the in-
dustrialization of Vietnam, but also reduces considerably
the danger of disastrous tloods which threaten the Red
River delta every year since the Da River is the Red Ri-
ver's largest tributary, making up half of the water of
the Red River. In the dry season, MOIreover, the water
from the reservoir will be channelled into the Red River

and its delta. This will bring great benefits for riverine.

transport, fish raising’ and also for the climate of the
North Western part of Vietnam.

For the blocking of the Dav‘Ri\vrer, up to 1z January,

1983 16,000 Vietnamese workers and engineers logether

with 350 Soviet experts had to dig and move 15 million
cubic metres of rock and clay, till 210,000 cubic metres of
concrete, build zo km of roads on the construction site,
dig 1,000 metres of tunnels, build 250,000 square metres of
administrative offices and residential quarters, 60,000
. square metres’ of storehouses, workshops. and yards, and

tramsport 330,000 ‘tonnes of materials and equipment to -
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the construction site. During this time 3,000 hydro-clec-
-~ lric workers have been trained;..not to méntto?lz, drivers -
and mechanics. . B
In 1983, the bulk of work to be realized will double
that of 1982. For the first six montkis 6,000,000 cuBic"fhé-'
tres of rock and clay will be moved to raised the height
of the dam to 435 metres as a precaution against floods in /
the rainy season. of 1983. -
The prospects for the project are bright as we enjoy
devoted assistance from the Soviet Union in both technical-
matters and equipment. Lenin’s well-known motto «Com-
munismn is the Soviet power plus nationwide electrifica—
tion” is,being realized in Vietnam. - o |
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THANG LONG BRIDGE
OVER THE RED RIVER

NGOC THAO

-

Thang Long is the former name of Hanoi. It means
“3oaring Dragon ”. This beautiful and evocative name has
been given toa huge bridge now under construction north-
west of the City about 11 km upstream from old Long
Bien Bridge, ' '

Building work officially started on 26 November 1974 and
to be completed in 1985. The bridge will be one of the
largest in Southeast Asia, On 25 January 1984, a ceremony

was held at the worksite asthe first motor vehicles crossed ,

the 15 steel spans of the bridge over the reddish waters of
the largest river in North Vietnam

In the early seventies, it became extremely urgent to
build another bridge across the Red river in Hanoi, for
the Capital’s only bridge, Long Bien Bridge (or Paul
Doumer Bridge as it was named in colonial days) had been
constructed at the turn of the century, between 1898 and
190z. Now, 8o years later, it has becomie old and ob§ole['e,
particularly since many spans were damaged in the US
air war of destruction against North Vietnam. Besides.
the Hanoi population has increased six times and motor
traffic over the bridge 15 times. The antiquated bridge
now is bearing a traffic four times its ﬁlann’ed maximum
capacity. ' -
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In face of that situation Vietnam signed with China an
agreement for the building of Thang Long bridge,
which was to be about the size of Wuhan Bridge spanning
the Yangzijiang. Work started in November 1974 but the
Chinese side deliberately slowed down construction and
then withdrew all its experts four years later. Only a few
pillars had been built and there remained no reserves of
malerials, particularly steel and high-grade cement. Con-
struction came to a hait. '

It was at that moment that the Soviet Union lent Vietnam
2 heiping hand. For the Soviet experts the technique used
acre was no novelty because the Soviet Union had.helped
China build similar bridges. The difficuit point was that
within a very short time the Soviet side would have to
design and manufacture the needed structures and send
them to Vietnam: as everybody knows, the Soviet
cconomy is a strictlv planned one. While fully observing
the technigal requircments specified in the original blue-
print, thes Soviet experts agreed to many changes regarding
the building technique in erder to further improve the
quality of the bridge. relieve the difficulties facing Vietnam,
and boost the pace of construction. ‘

To pave the upper deck the Chinese design uscd con-
crete slabs which would ailow the passage ol pneumatic-tyred

vehicles under 18 tonnes and tracked v:hicles under 6o

tonnes at reduced speed, but the Soviet design uses steel
flooring which enabies tyred vehicles up to 30 tonnes and
tracked vehicles up to 30 tonnes to cross at unlimited
spezd, while providing two additional lanes for pedestrians.
On the lower deck the two lanes tormerly destined for
pedestrians will be enlarged and consolidated for motor
vehicles up to 13 tonnes . ‘ "
From the USSR tens of thousands of kilometres away

shipments of materials for Thang Long Bridge have been -
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i coming to Vietnam.More than 4.000 tonnes of high gracde
7 cément, 38,000 tonnes of steel and: other “equipmént and

- - materials have been sent tothe work-site on schedule

4» Hundreds of Soviet experts have been working selflessly

shoulder to shoulder with their Vietnamese colleagues in
harsh climatic conditions. -
- With Soviet help, the ranks of Vietnamese bridge-build-
ers, steeled in the hard war of resistance against US
1ggression, have steadily matured and have mastered com-
plex problems of management and technology. Muny tech-
nolegies have been and are being applied for the first
time in Vietnam: caissons in the building of pillars;
assembly of whole spans without support;  automatic
welding... These achievements will open the way for Viet-
namese bridge-builders to progress. The number of skilled
workers at the work-site has increased five times, that of
technical workers seven times, of scientific and technical
cadres three times, and_of economic management cadres
twice, -
By now 230,000 cubic metres of concrete and 100 kilo-
metres of tubular piles more than half a metre acruss have

~been planted into the riverbed, over 53,000 tonnes of steel

plates and other structures have been brought into place
in preparation for the last stage of construction. The year
1985 will witness the completion of Thang Long Bridge.
through which abous 452 of the river-crossing traffic will
pass.

~ Like other works to be built in the framework of the
Vietnamese-Soviet cooperation plan, the «Dragon soaring
over the Red River ” will be .yet another monument to
the militant friendship between the two nations.

-
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OFFSHORE OIL EXPLOITATION
AT VUNG TAU

TRAN -QUAN NGUC

- It takes two hours to drive from Ho Chi Minh City to
Vung Tau, a picturesque coasial town in the Vung Tau—
Con Dao special zone, one of the forty administrative
units of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. It was called
Cape Saint Jacques under French colonial rule. Under
US neo-colonialist regime, it was a resort frequented
mostly by businessmen, functionaries of the puppet
administration and US officers and.men. At that time;
this town lived entirelvy on profits from the *services ” it
provided, including prostitution ' —
The South was liberated in 1975. In 1980, an agreement
was signed between Vietnam and the Soviet Union on
cooperation in the exploitation of oil and gas, followed at -
the end of 1981 by another agreement providing for the

- setting up of the “ Vietsovpetro” Joint Enterprise

Since then, construction has been going apace to turn

it into an oil exploitation centre in Vietnam:. With ma-

terial and technical assistance from the Soviet Union, the

first wells have been drilled about 100 km southeast of

Vung Tau, and have recently begun operating. -
We boarded a Mi-8 helicopter to go to the stationary

drilling platform No. 1. Soon after it took off, from 100

metres above the_ground, we saw the Cvork' Yérds of the 3
“on-shore - production and service complex > That used

1,
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rigs was as large as a small airfield. There stood enormous
black and redpainted steel: pipes. At the end of their long
necks like those of giraffes, powerful cranes were lifting
and moving shining sheets of steel, steel tubes, and huge
- crates. Wharves extended over -hundreds of metres along
a sandy beach several kilometres'long. Five yecars ago this

region was just 2 stretch of mangroves. [t- was turned

by the unflagging efforts of Army Regiment 318 and of
workers and engineers of the ministries of construction
and transport and communications and of the oil depart-
ment into a large and beautiful harbour

Sittingat my side on the helicopter was the Vice-Direc-
tor of the . Vietnam—Soviet joint enterprise, in charge of
geological matters. A dynamic-looking man about 45 years

old with wavy jet black hair, he pointed his finger at some

five-storeyed buildings below : By the end of this year,
1985, a dozen such buildings with all proper conveniences
‘will have been completed. They will house mess-halls,
clubs, kindergartens and schools as well as apartments

for the thousands of members of our staff and their
families.” : B «

From the helicopter which was making its last circle
over the area, we saw houses and office buildings of the

Vung Tau—Con Dao special zone together with charnring

hotels rising above the rows of coconut palms.

This helicopter fliesa dailyy shuttle service between the
mainland and the oil installations out at sea. This time it
~was piloted by Xuan Truong, an airman of great skill.

The following story had been told to me by his friends :
Once, his plane was about to land.on the drill ship, the
Mirchink, whena storm broke out In. spite of the high -

B3
. e

waves, which made the ship pitch and roll, he made a

for the' ‘hsséltﬁbil'y‘ of ' the “réinforced-concrete bases. of oil

“peautiful ‘landing and wascheered by-the Soviet OKW «Eﬁf’*ﬁ

Then the divers get out of the caisson and works. When g

——

‘flights can now bes made at nigh!ffz-aé well ‘as‘;‘ﬁt the ™%

- carried out very cautiously. Of course, during that tirr_:xgé_'f“

e

the ship. "He was the “bellwether” ,df our heliqépterr
pilots here whose ranks have swollcmid'ajt after dagtsafg

daytime. =
L3

Mirchink was a great Soviet geologist. The ship name
after him is 150 metres long' and 24 metres w1dew1tl€§
power plantof 17,000 h.p. It can drill atany depth on.our L
continental shelf. & 7o-matre-high drilling-rig fastalled
on the ship can sink wells 5,000—0,000- Metres deep. For T
the ship to stay stationary at sea, no anchor need be cast.” ¥
Screw-propellers are in action here and there round its P
hull. The effects of waves, wind, wzather on the ship are = i
immediately monitored by a control centre Whi’(:li;jviﬁg:v;ﬁ'i&
the help of computers, regulates the rotating speed. of the
propellers to keep the ship stable. As the ship’s machinery” |
is thus kept constantly in operation, itis called a “ dynami-
cally-positioned drill ship . Oa the high seas, its coordina-
tes and those of the oil well it drills are determined most =
accurately, with an error not exceeding 0.2 metre. o

“The drill ship Mirchink isequipped with a wonder-
ful * diving chamber ” which allows the divers to worle = -
at a depth of as wuch as 300 metres for control or repair
of drilling equipment. The diving chamber’is filled with
helium at a pressure which increases gradually as the cais=
son sinks under water. This process lasts 2 or 3 days.

they returns to the surface, the air pressure is gradually
decreased, over a period of 7 or 8 days. The operation is. -
the divers enjoy 2 normal life : the chamber is furnished -
with four beds and sanitary facilities. Each day. the
receive five hot meals from the drilt ship. et

~
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" Drivers are selected as carefully as would-be astronauts

and undergo claborate training, It is fortunate that over _
'the last few years. we have been able fo trair enough of

them to serve this new industry in Vietnam.

-=Qur first stationary oil rig has been commissioned. The
equipment, ‘made in the Soviet Union, was sent to Viet-
nam in big crates called medules and weighing up to
hundreds of tonnes. They had been assembled at"the
manufacturing works and were lifted onto the platform
by powerful cranes. Twenty-three of these modules equip
our Oil Rig No. 1 The bases of the first oil rig were
assembled entirely by Soviet technicians and workers ;
those of the second, partly by our men under the guidance
of the Soviet experts ; and those of the third, entirely by
our -workers and cngineers. Ardanov, Director General

.of the Vietsovpetro Joint Enterprise said to us, « Many of

the Vietnamese welders and mechanics have what may

be called golden hands. With their dexterity, industrious- -

ness, and cagerness to learn, they will go very far.”

Of course, much remains to be done before we car
master the techniques for oil exploitation. But.in this

respect we enjoy a fundamental advantage : our devoted

Soviet friends are eager to teach us the new techniques.

so that we’ll eventuva‘lly be able to do everything ourselves.

This is oneof the most precious symbolsof the friendship
and cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union.
A responsible cadre said “The mcst important task of our
enterprise is to train within the shortest possible time a

body of competent technicians and skilled workers capableA
of taking charge of whatevcr €quipment w e have now
We must also. have -enough trained personnel for tugs,

_jservice‘ships,‘craric‘ ships, fire-fighting ships, etc,, and
for serving on the “ Ekhabi ” mobile drilling rig.” -

[ have several cccasions to  visit this big drilling rig .

‘which can be liftéd or -lowered on three 134.4 metre-

high steel legs. When tke rig is drilling, its three legs rest

on the bottom of the sea. “If the rig is to be moved, the ’

three legs are raised and the whole platform rests on the
surfaceof the water, looking~like a ship with three steel
towers pointing skyward. )

Like the drill ship Mirchink, the Ekhabi drilling rig
has recorded brilliant achievements. Right in its first
drilling operation on our continental shelf, " it struck oil.
In March 1985, Chairman Pham Van Dong made a visit -
tothe Ekhabi to watch tHe burn- off. He congratulated
Soviet and Vietnamese technicians and workers, and com-
pared the oil to a *Slecping Beauty ” who after a slumber
lasting millions of vears has been waked up by Soviet
and Vietnamese “ Princes Charmirrg. "

Thus the first joint Vietnum — Soviét enterprise for the
exploration and. exploitation of oil and’ gas on Vietnam's
continental shelf are advancing with steady steps. Other
projects will be built offshore and onshore. We afe begin-

ning to exploit crude oil on an industrial scale. Larger-

scale exploitation will start before long. And a plan is.
afoot for the instaliation at Long Thanh: (on the highway
from Vung Tau to. Ho Chi Minh City) of " oil-refining
and petro-chemical works wilh a vearly capacity of 6-
million tonnes. ’ '
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THE BAI BANG PAPER MILL

THANH KHANH

+

At the end of 1980 the Bai Bang Paper Complex pro-
- duced its first roll of paper, bearing the trade mark
«Bai Bang Paper”. This is a Swedish-financed :md
equipped- prOJect One of its main features is the close
association of the industrial process with the supply of
raw materials, which includes large plantations of paper-
pulp trees to be exploited accordmg to a carefully drawn
plan. The industrial process covers all the stages from
‘plantmg the trees to packing the fmlshed products.

More than four years ago, the first groups of work -

.ers of various trades—constructlon concret(. mixing car-

assembly...—set up their makeshm
At the same

pentry, masonry,
houses at the Bai Bang construction site.
fime, thousands of workers from six af forestation centres
together with the populations of Bac Quang, Ham Yen,
Phu Tho, Tuyen Quang ets:, began clearing land to make

“way for nurseries for bodhi, eucalyptus and pine- -tree S

which they planted over area covermg more than 50.000
hectares. Most of the WOrk was done by machmes '

Under an agx:ecment stgned bctween thc Two. gm_fcrn-
chden wxll sell raw matenals o Vletnam for the

- 1ents,

* first few years of the mill’

’

plantations.

s operatiory, until the locai raswg_.'_ T
t batchof trees is nearing

materials are avallable The firs
replace those !

New trees will - be planted 'to

maturity.
ill continue throughout the year

felled, and this process W
and all over the plantations.

The complex is built. beside nghway No. Z at the foot - .-
of Mount. Elephant, some 20 kilometres from Viet Tri |
town. It includes an electric station and water supply
system, a pulp factory, \ paper mill, a caustic soda factory
and an engineering workshop totalling 19 main buildings
and more than 2o ancillary The Swedish SIDA =
(Swedish International Development Agency), the WP ‘_
and the Skal have taken charge of ransferring the equip- E
ment and drawing up the blueprmts, and provide the
expertise. The main body of the building force is the ==
Viet Tri Building company. Assembly Plant No.3, w hich -
comes under the State Corporation of Assembly Works,
deals with the installation of equipment. a‘déustments and
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works.

tests.

s been transicrred to the Vietnamese

The complex ha
Ministry of L1ght Industrv and the first-phase operation
in the agree-

began three weeks earlier than scheduled e
hs ago between the Swedish ’

the Ministry of Light Industry and the

Meanwhile, around the plant roads ' #
bridges built. in preparatxon: v

f the surroundmg forestry :

ment signed over five mont
‘expcrts team,
contracting company.
.are being widened_and new
for the large-scale cxploxtatlono




.. - various kinds it 1,81, 2 o3uo-T L. T

The complex plans to produce 10,000 tonnes of paper of
L i

The production of the first roll of paper at Bai Bang
crowns a major effort_of thousands of Vietnamese work-
“ers who received invaluable assistance from Sweden. It is
errcouraging  thousands of other workers engaged in
afforestation for the complex and hundreds of assembly
workers who have by now completed more than half of
the second phase assembly job. Evervthing is beinggeared
to the early completion of the whole complex which-will
then reach a capacity of 55,000 tonnes of paper per year

~—
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THE PHA LAl POWER STATION

- . 'DUC THANG

Flowing in parallel lines from the north, the Thuong
and Cau rivers join and mingle their waters at the
beundary of Ha Bac and Hai Hung provinces, forming
the Thai Binh river. Six kilometres downstream, the
Thai Binh meets the Duong at a junction called Pha Lai
60 kilometres from Hanoi as the crow flies. It is there
that the construction of a large power station is now in
full swing, attracting the attention of the whole couritry.

" A Turning-Point in the Electrification Programme

No power station has béen built in Vietnam sirice 1975.
The imbalance between the development of energy and

the national economy is obvious. The Communist Party

and Government of Vietnam have worked outaprogram-
me for the development of energy in the eighties. Parallel
to-oil exploration at Vung Tau, the installation of a grid
to distribute electric current on a nationwide scale is
under way, with the wholehearted assistance of the Soviet
Union.. This programme includes the construction of the
hydro-electric stations at Hoa Binh in the North, Tri An
in the South, and the thermal power station at Pha Lai.

Tang Van Phuc, Vice-Minister of Electrical Energy, is |

constantly present at Pha Lai to direct the constructian. -

work. S o




s7i.c = He said, “ Fhe Pha Eai thermat pOWCl? station.will play

TREUEN

Pha Lai and, with the Vietnamese" techmclans made pre-
hmmary mvestlgatlons of "the physu:al relief of the area.
_4‘A pIan, of ‘constructton was adopted in Han01 in ]uly 1927

-equal to one-fourth of

a decisive role in the formation of a powerful electric
grid in the North. The main tisk in this plan is to build

" such large scale works as the hydro-elecitic station at Hoa -

Binh and the thermal power station at Pha Lai to increase
the capacity of the existing electrical systemto install over
1,000 kilometres of high voltage carrier lines and to build
a network of local transformers. This programme has been

. successfully carried out up to the present time. We have

completed half the work of installing the carrier.lines
and tranformers, and have blocked-the flow of the Da river

(in the construction of the Hoa Binh hydroelectric) station

At Pha Lai we are busily preparing for the com-
missioning ot the first 110,000 kw turbo-generator which
is at present the biggest of its kind in Vietnam being
the combined capacity of all the
electric installations in the North (with its three turbo
generators totalling a capacity of 150,000 kw, Uong Bi is.
at present the biggest thermal power station in the
North). The operation of the first turbo-generator at Pha
Lai will not only offset the shortage of electric current

“but help build “other electric installations. As planned,

Pha Lai has four 10,000 kw turbo-generators which wilk
successively be put inte operation between now and the
end of 1986. Then the nationwide electric grid will be
streugthened thanks to.the construction of the Hoa Binh.
hydro-electric station, which will gqperate its first turbine
early in 1988.”7  _

-

Difficulties and Advaniages
Early in 1976, the flI‘St Soviet technieal experts came tor

et e g e Vet e --s—-'—rlﬂ
Lt N
ar

- port. of coal by rail and waterway ; in addition its situation: =

‘dations of the boiler and other buildings; auxiliary indus-

" 10,000 workers The unit tacklmg the main-work is. §Build

as it lies at only some dozen kilometres from the mines of
Quang Ninh province and is easily-accessible for the trapns— ..

allows easy- transmission of electric current to the main. -
industrial centres in the North. Nevertheless, its construc-
tion faces great difficulties. The complicated natural features- - ..o
of the land call for careful survey before laying the foun- "%

trial bases are lacking in the region and all materials have
to be carried from afar. While data were still collected for
the blueprints of the project, working against time the
Vietnamese workers flattened the hills and removed the -~
small town of Pha Laito make way for the electric instal-
lation, which occupies 128 hectares. -

One of the pioneers at the: construction site is Nguyen:
Ton, who is now Director of Building Company No. 13.

He said, This ~hilly region, watered by calm:
rivers, was then deserted. Nature, though beautiful, was:
not tamed. The construction of this plant was far beyond
our abilities. We have not previously been faced wills
such a huge task. The operation began on May 17, 1980
Building materials were lacking. Many of them had not
yet arrived from the Soviet Union. The order was signed
while the blueprints of the plan whs not yet completed.The
materials were not supplied in their correct order. But we
had to start work, otherwise evervthing. would have to be
postponed to the end of 1982. We made slow progress in
1980 and the foundation of the main ouxldmg wasfinished

only at the-end of that year.”
The : Pha’Lai constructian site is bustling with cver

mg Company* No 18 of the Mmlstry of Cn;ll Constructwrr
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