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日田馳駆圃

Situated in the eastem part of Southcast Asia,

Victnam is a tropical country su切ec=o mon-

soons. It is a point of convcrgence ofvarious eth-

nic groups and a crossroads of different civiliza-

tions. Its rather diverse topography, With moun-

tains, Plains and coastal areas言s also a factor

accounting for its complex cthnic composition.

Fifty-four ethnic groups have been identified;

of thcm thc Ki/t/! (Vi拘account for 87% of the

population. Some groups, for instance the T`)y,

Th有Mz痢?g, Hoa and K/肋elメ, numbcr about one

m皿on cach, but othcrs have only a few hundrcd,

including thc 0面and Ro’”7dnl・ The languages of

the 54 groups bcIong to almost a= thc languagc

families of Southeast Asia声Outh of thc Yang71

Rivcr, aS indicatcd in thc fo=owing tablc (in

decrcasing ordcr ofpopulation; SCC Page 2)・

Thc Lis白がE//而ぐGI・0明男高V厨川arn madc

known by thc General Dcpartment of Statistics on

March 2, 1979 recognlZeS that the Vietnamcse

nation o冊cially compr獲SCS 54 ethnic groups.



(ivcn thC StatC OfdcvcIopmcnt ofour cthnoIogy 20 ycars ago, the shorト

COm-ngS d11d c一・l.‘冊i-1 this List dl・C 」u証fi。ble. Some co11Clusions raiscd djs-

r)uteS・ bcing lnCOnSistcnt with rcalitics. For cxampIc, thc Cao Lu/J dnd Sd/l

C/’/’(iIl岨e North Vict11am 111Ountain l-Cgion) wcl.C grOuPCd undcr the namc

‘筋II C肌l.、-, the Gi〆aIld 7ti初g (jn thc North ofT允y Nguyen) undcr thc namc

Gi〆-7+子`†照; the B/’′/ aIld thC V鉦K毒/ (in thC Wst ofQ〃諭g申) undcr thc

ll(1mC B′●,(-Vd′一Ki高, CtC. Many r)rOblcms cxposcd in this nomcnclaturc

血)ul‘l be furthcl・ discussed. Thcrc shOuld bc fln uP-tO-datc, mOrC SCicn揃-

Cally gl・Ounded and documCntCd list of thC C皿ic groups in Victnam.

Howcvcl., dしIC tO lack ofsuch a wol.k at prcscnt, the author ofthis book

has to usc川c Lis白IICntio11Cd abovc,

Thu申hc 54 cthnic groups ofVictnam may bc classificd as pcrtaining to

lhc flowmg Cight languagc groups of fivc languagc families

l. Nam-Å 〈Au†JOaSiaIic)

q) WeI・Muong gIOupS

l Vl針(Klnh)

2　　Mudng

3.　丁h6

4,　Ch〔I†

切M6n筋ヶme

十　　Kh○○me

2.　B○○nq

3・∴∴Xo-ddng

4.　H「台

5、　C○○h○

○i MnOng

7・　X†i合ng

8. 、 Kh○○m〔」

9.　B「u-Vdn Klさu

「0.　C○○†u

ll. Gl台-丁「leng

「2.　丁○○Oj

「3i Mq

「4　　C0

「 5　　Ch〇十〇

「 ().　X而h-mUn

17-　Khdng

18　Mdng

「 9-　　Po-什厄吊

20,　B「du

2十　　〇-du

il. Nam Ddo

(Austronesien〉

MaIcJyO- Polyn esien

l i Giqィoi

2. ∴主-d会

3.　Chdm (Cham)

4i R○○giqi

5,　Chu-「u

用. Thai-Kadaj

a) moi gIOup

「.　丁dY

2.　丁hdi

3.　博ng

4　　Sdn Chqv

5-　　Gidv

6,　」d0

7.　」u

8　　B6Y

少KodcJi gIOup

l,　LaChi

2.　Co L○○

3.　」q口0

4　　Pu Peo

lVi Sjno-Tibeian

q) Sini/ic gIOup

十　　H○○

2,　Sdn D†u

3・　Ngdi

少柵eねn・ 8u仰on

gIOup

l.　日d Nh†

2,　Ph心Ld

3.　」q Hd

4　　」O 」6

5.　C6ng

6.　Sj 」q

V. Hm6ng - Dao

l ,　Hm6ng

2.　D○○

3,　Pd †h6n

I-Iundreds of sma旧ocal groups with dirfercnt dialccts arc incorporatcd

illtO thcsc 54 cthnic gl.OuPS undcr differcnt namcs. Thc V時Who llaVC Iong

し)CCuPicd thc ccntral rcglOn Ofthc Indochina pcninwha・ SCttlcd mainly on tllC

l,1alnS OfNorth Victnam (Bac BO) alld the Northcrn part ofCcntra看Vict11am

(TI.しIng BO)・ A substratum ofM(鉦K五用件Can bc found among thc V所111

addition to tribes spcaking T。),-T/一在Mu/u十一0-PoI証siu生Si′~0-Tibe(`J掴nd

。th。1・S. Thc Ml在)鳩, 7一所C廟, in whom tl.aCCsofChincsc influcncc arc not

l・e111arkablc, livc in thc higllland rcgions ofS(m La, Yen BAi, H6a Binll・ m

TAy, Thanh H6a, and Nghe An provinccs" Almost all thc M鉦K/一,′7e′・ Cthl-ic

grl)ul)S SCttlcd in an arca cxtcnding from the Northcas=o tllC TAy Ngし一yen

(Ccntral Highlands) and to tllC Mckong dclta・ tllrOugh thc Tr蘭ng S(m

Rangc. Thc r。y刑di cthnic groups llVing in thc castern part of Viet Bac

llaVe bccn in Victnam sincc bcforc thc bcginnlng Of our cra and con証butcd

しO thc dcvelopmcnt ofthc first states. OtllCl.S in the NortllWCSt and thc moun-

tainous rcglOnS OfNghe An provincc migratcd in largc numbcrs only in thc

13th and 14th ccnturies. Thc first mcmbcrs of the Tibcto-Burman cthnic

group pl・Obably al.rived in Victnam around thc 17th-19th centurics of ‘)ur

era. Thc anccstol・S Ofthc Malayo-Polinesian cthnic group livcd in the ce臣

t〇・a看part ofTay Nguyen and foundcd the Statc ofChampa. SlnCe the bcgin-

nlng Of our cra, tllCrCfol.C’thcsc cthnic groups havc cxistcd in thcir pl・CSCnt

othc宣・ Cthnic groups (llc,u, M痢Sd′' C/'a)一, Gic; T′・i4/'g, Co・Tl‘, ra Oi tlnd

vd/l Ki坤came eithcl・ Cn maSSC Or in sma11 groups to VictIlam in di船rcnt

llistorical pcriods, Particularly 111 this millcnniul-1, drivcn out by bloody

l.CPrCSSion by thc Chincse feudal court’thc Siamcsc invadcl.S’reVOlts,

famines, and cpidcmics.

The arrival of pcopIc with diifercn=anguagcs and cultures somctilnCS

colnPIctcly changcd the cthnic composition of a rcgion (thc Vl?t ln South

victnam, the fJoc/ and thc 7|/一C‘沌)r CXaml,1c) Linguistic・ raCial, and cu看tural

r。ations bctwecn in皿lgrantS and indigcnous I〕COPIc gradually dcvcIopc'd

and rcsultcd in such completc intcgration that somctimcs no vcstiges ofccr-

tain groups can bc ident誼cd nowadays.

This mixlng and cohabitation would havc cradicatcd the dividing lincs

tllat CXistcd bctwcen thC Various arcas ofhabitation ofcthnicitics which now



Oftcn livc in scparatc groups in differcn=ocalities. Contacts bctween them

brought about widcsprcad bilingualism ol- multilingualism・ It may happcn

that the 111Othcr tonguc of an ethnicity bccame a dcad language spokcn only

Within thc family声O did thcir lifestylc and culturcs" Thc ethnic charactcris-

tics al.C nO Iongcr cxpl・CSSed dcarly but only in a few cu血ral dctails in thc

mCmOry Ofthc primitivc namc ofthe group oftheir l.CmOte nativc land which

獲S’SOmCtimes, also Icgcndary, Or Ofcmlgrations bathcd in blood and tcars.

For a long timc, thc cconomy of Victnam was a selfsu飾cicnt onc

dcpendcn=argcly on naturc. and villagcs wcrc cIoscd unjts of social orga-

ni7ation. Each family cultivatcd a mcagl・e PIot 。farablc land or milpa and

COuld hardly mcct its own needs; SurPlus produce言fany, WaS uSCd for local

baI・ter flnd occasionally for intcr-rCgiona=radc. In fact, PrOduction was not

homOgenCOuS; nO Villagc or cthnjc group could livc tota11y scparatc from

Othcrs. As a l’ulc, mOuntain dwc=ers necded salt, iron tooIs,jars, Silver oma-

mcnts, COPPer itcms and coIoured thrcad. For their part, thc plain population

bought from highland rcglOnS buffaloes, OXen, bamboo, WOOd, mCdicinal

Plants and forcst producc. Coasta=ishermcn cxchanged their surplus of
fish, Salt, and肌/魚/′7d/77 (fish SauCe) with farmcrs for rice, bamboo, and thc

WOOd nccdcd for the c(一nS血Ction of boats. Thesc traditional exchangcs

WCl.e the orlglnS Of the long-Standing tradition of =swom brotherhood,・ not

Only among thc communcs ofthc samc l.CglOn Or Within an cthnic group but

also among diferent regions or cthnic groups. Even nowadays, mutual aid

is always provided between them in the event ofnatural calamities, War, Or

SOCial upheaval.

Morcover, natural conditions may bc fivorablc and may bccomC

CXtrCmCly harsh. Grcal cfror白s l.equircd from humans, the effort that can

PrOduced only by unity ofthe pcoples ofonc rcglOn Or SCVeral in the strug-

gle agalnSt natul・al disastcrs. I白s the key factor in the linguistic and cultur-

a=ntcgration of dirfercnt c山nic groups, indigenous pcople and newcomcrs

Who fom1 thc Viα7’C‘催Se ‘.C’,7?l棚〃i′y・ The corc of that conmunity is natu-

ra=y madc up ofthc Vi戸r plainsmen - the maJOrity who havc highly-dcve-

lol-Cd production tcchniqucs.

Thc unity ofthc Victnamcsc nation has bccn consolidatcd as thc country

endurcd -1umCrOuS inva血)nS n-Om forelgn feudalist or impcrialist powcrs

that wcre blinded by thc desirc to occupy its geogl・aPhical position and nat-

ural rcsourccs. Havlng SCttlcd in Victllam’al=hc cthnic groups rcalizcd the

IICCCSSity ofunity ln Ordcr to safeguard thc country and thcir own cxistcnce.

Thu申hc histoIγ Ofthc Victnamcsc nation is full of glorious victorics over

forclgn aggrCSSions since ancicnt times; for cxampIc’those ofSisters T皿g

(40-43 AD), Ly BOn (542), Mai Hfro D舌(722)’NgO Quyen (930)’Le Hoan

(989), Ly Th血ng Kiet (1075-1077), Tran Hung Dao (13th ccntury), Le Lqi

(15th century), Quang Trung (1789) flnd恥Chf Minh cra.

All thc cthnic groups in Victnam’Can bc regardcd as belonglng tO thc

湘11e historical and cthnographic∴CatCgOIγ Or tllC SamC historical and cul-

tul-al horizon of thc past which sprcad from south ofthc Yangtzc Rivcr to

thc islands of Southcast Asia. Thcy have their own cultures different from

that ofthe Hwang Ho River (Chincse) and that of India. It is an Austro-

Asian culturc which rcachcd its pcak in the la↓e Bronze Age and carly Iron

Agc with thc DOng Scm pcriod(*) - tO reaCh the threchold ofcivilization -

with dcnsely-POPulatcd cconomic and political reglOnS, SPCC誼c cultural

featurcs, and advanccd tcchnical skills" Thcse are dcmonstrated in the con一

両uction of dcfensive wa=s, dams, barrages, houses-On-Stilts with curvcd

roofinnd covercd bridgcs, domestication of elcphants and buffaloes’know-

ledgc of metallurgy, thc usc of boats with raiscd cnds for ocean and river

navigation, thc manufacturc of farming tooIs (axcs・ PIoughs and hoes).

wcapons (tomahawks, CrOSSbows and spcars), domestic utcnsils (Carthcn-

ware), OmamentS (On bronze drums and flutcs)’thc cultivation offood crops

(ricc and other grains), and the production offoodstu恥and beverages (ricc

cakcs, Salted fish, fish sauce, rice alcohol and so on)‥

Regarding cultural traditions, OnC Can mCntion thc custom of people

filing thcir tecth, StretChing their earlobcs’Palnting thcir tceth’tattOOlng’

chcwing betcl and the practicc of regarding as units of c皿enCy bronzc

drums, StOne bracelets, She11, and othcr itcms of cqual value (Cloth’bronze

O可CCtS, buffaloes, elephants and earthenwarc)・

(*) The l了l・St VCStigcs of this culture were discovered at D6ng Son, Thanh H6a

province.



In the SPiritual fic看d wc shOuld mention thc cult ofanccstors, thc matri-

1incal family (Or matriliny co-CXisting with patriliny); Oral traditions includc

tales∴about thc origin絡of cthnic groups (for exampIc, lcgends about the

PumPkin, thc birth of carth and watcr, OfMothcr Åu and Fathcr Lap, Ofthc

WOman marrying a dog, Ofthe mal-riagc ofDame Dlum), about thc constant

Stl‾ugglc against natu量‾al calamitics (thc Mountain Gcnie and Water Gcnic);

thc notion ofthc )所and.間/lg llrinc申cs; animist bclicfも(Mothcr Rice or thc

SOul of l’icc); tOtCmic l〕raCticcs (thc wol・ship of stoncs, Of symbolic trccs of

longcvity, thc banyan-trCC, the kapok trce, and so on); the cult of genics

(hcavcn, Carth, thundcl‾, and lightning); and thc agricultural calendar which

dividcd the ycal・ into two scasons fi.om thc day when thunder rumbles

(bcginning of spring) to harvcst timc including the pcriod of rcst and othcr

activitics. AIso, thcrc is a popular mcdicinc and a unique art (StOnC and wood

CarVlngS’altcmalc chants’COnVCntional 。nd water puppetry and popular

gamCS (WrCStling, Piroguc races, Walking on stilts and others), CtC.

This culturc has bccn enriched throughou=he nation,s history by thc

SClectivc assimilation ofthe best clements from other cultures. It is charac_

tcrizcd by common Victnamcsc featurcs along with the peculiarities con-

tributcd by each ethnic group. For example, during 16th - 18th ccn巾ries

While literaturc flowcrcd in thc plains, Tay-Ning poetry in Cao Bing and

Lang Son also cxpel.icnccd a ncw dcvelopment, With anonymous novcIs in

VerSC and with such authors as Quynh Van and Quin Nhac. In thc Northwest

grcat works appearcd such as Fa,.et4/,C’// c‘戒Re(・0′n′nC’I)da(ioI? /O Lol,erS,

K柄〃拐and Nd/?g Uc/.

Thcrc arc common cIcments ofthe matcrial and spiritual life ofvarious

ethnic groups in di鯖erent reglOnS, SOmCtimes vcry distant from onc another.

They concem the typcs of dwe11ing adapted to Iocal conditions, CIothes

(designs, PattemS), faming tooIs, CuStOmS, COSmOIogical conccpts, religious

beliefもcmbodicd in numCrOuS ritcs and rituals, festivals, entertainments,

folklorc, etC. Thcy, tO SOme eXtCnt, teStify to the process of acculturation

Which took placc during thc course ofnational developmcnt.

A supcrficial study might not reveal this白signal content,,, thc variants of

Which sccm to havc stemmcd from thc particular way of life ofeach ethnic

group adaptcd to thc surrounding conditions, from thc uneven social

dcvcIopmcnt and thc mcntality ofeach pcople. This apparcntly great diver-

sity fur‘hcr undcrlincs thc unique naturc of tllC SuPerStratum Which bccomes

visiblc whcn wc strlP it ofthe flowcry dctails that over thc centuries have

accumulatcd on its surfacc"

Bascd on thc historical relationships, eCOnOmic exchangcs, and cultural

cl)ntaCtS, thc trcnd of cthnic groups towards intcgration is morc and more

血cngthcncd. The proccss of mixlng takes placc without upheavals in

mountain rcglOnS, Which is facilitated by thc peacc餌cohabitation of vari-

ous cthnic groups and by their common cfforts in production" Thereforc,

whi⊥c dccply conscious ofthcir cthnic identity, a11 ofthcm also havc kccp in

thc bottom ofthcir hearts consciousncss, nO Icss intcnse, that they bcIong to

thc Vietnamcse nation.

This refercnce book uses exclusively the information gathered by

Victnamese scholars from their field-WOrk studies・ Thc year 1945 has been

chosen as the白point of dcparture,,, When Vietnam recovered its independ-

cnce and the People’s Dcmocratic State was established. In fact’Sincc this

datc, and especia11y since thc liberation ofthe South in 1975 thc lives ofthe

cthnic groups in Vietnam have greatly changed in a11 rcspccts.

They have bccome citizcns with餌I rights; they clect their own rcpre-

sontatives at al=evels and to all positions in the Party and the administra-

tion. The 9th lcgislature ofthe National Assembly ofthe Socialist Republic

ofVictnam had 16.7% of deputies from cthnic against the lO% in the first.

The Council of Ethnic Minority undcr the National Asscmbly oversees the

implemcntation ofpolicies relevant to nationalities. In the pcople’s councils

at a旧cvels - PrOVincial, district and communc - the proportion of cthnic

minority rcpresentativcs to thcir numbers in the population is always high-

el・ than the avcrage figurc" Equality between cthnic groups is respected and

guaranteed by thc Constitution. On the basis ofpolitical and social equali-

ty, mutual aid is being promoted throughout the country to eradicate thc

socio-eCOnOmic and educational gaps betwecn plains and mountains. Many

o珊cials from thc Party and thc Govemment, Primarily tcchnicians and

managcrs, have settlcd in the highland in ordcr to contributc to Iocal dcvel-

opmcnt. Howcver, almost all the responsible pcople in rcgional and local

administrations are members of ethnic minorities.



A grcat number ofVi4砧・Om thc plains have gone to live in thc highland

reglOnS tO hcIp thc i11dige宣lOuS POPulation with thc cstzlblishment of indus-

trial arcas・ factorics, Statc farms and plantations. Tn thc TAy Nguyen reglOn

alonc’thcrc arc 600,000 V諦who havc movcd to sct up herc ncw econom-

ic 7OnCS OVer thC PaS=0 ycars.Mcntion should be made ofsomc farms and

factol-ies such dS thosc foI-‥ tCa and caI-damom in Yen B新, Ha Giang, and

Son La; anisc, ′m‘ Oil trcc, and tobacco in Cao Bing, and Lang Scm; hcvea,

and coffec in thc Tay Nguyen and in eastem Nam BQ; Cinnamon in Quing

Ninh, Yen B孔and in thc formcr provinces ofQuing Nam and Quing Ngai;

COal in Quing Ninh; aPatitc in L丸o Cai, Stee=n Thai Nguyen, and also huge

hydro-POWCr Stations on the D21 river, at Thac Ba, and at Da Nhim. Some of

thcsc cntcrprlSCS emPIoy a large number of managers, teChnicians, and

WOrkers (70 - 80% ofthc total number) who arc from ethnic minorities.

Thc communications network is being developed・ Over 80% of the

COmmuneS arC already provided with roads acccssible to motor vehicles.

Even thc most remotc hamlet has macadam roads to facilitate transport by

rudimentary means, Prlmarily carts drawn by animals.

A11 distric=owns and a large number of communes, Villages, and ham-

lcts in thc highlands now have clectric lighting"

In agriculture, muCh progress has bccn madc in land reclamation, the

CamPalgn tO Stimulate the adoption of the settlcd life-Style, PrOmOtion of

forms of col[ective production (mutual aid groups, Small-SCalc cooperatives

and so on), the construction of irrigation pr(串cts, and the application of

advanccd farmlng. The output of rice and other food crops has thus risen:

from one tomc per hectarc to three and even to five in HoaAn (Cao Bing),

Tr瓦ng Dinh (Lang Son)and P皿Th6ng (Bac Thまi)・ The chronic food short-

ages, has now bccn almost eliminated.

Gcneral and further education has developed markedly. A large number

Of prlmary SChooIs and further education courses have been set up m com-

munes’and secondary and vocational schooIs in districts and provincial

CCntreS" Illiteracy has bcen virtually wiped out. A new curriculum for prl-

mary schooIs has been made compulsory in many provinces. The commune

OfNg6 Lu6ng (HoえB主nh) is well known for its achicvements in this field.

A丑er four years of introduction, the second level of education has now

becl)mC COmPulsory for the whole population’and the third lcvel (secondary

cducation compIcted) for all o飾cials"

Young pcople from cthnic minorities attend reglOnal or central colleges

and univcrsities. Somc cven pursue their studies abroad. Over 100 Ph.D

a11d MSc degrees holdcrs come from the highlands; many are PrOfessors at

univc重・Sities. In primary and sccondary schooIs (including further cducation

cl証sCS) the mOther tongues of the ethnic groups are taught along with

Victnamesc, the nationa=anguage, and have an important status. For this

r)ul・POSC’many Wrltlng SyStCmS have been invented. Tdy-N初g, H′n伽g,

「/ld/, d擁and Gia Rc/i manuals havc been compiled and teachers trained.

Continucd attcntion is paid to promoting new lifestyles and public

hcalth scrvices by the authorities. Infant mortality’Which was very high in

mOuntain rcglOnS, has been considerably reduced and average life expectan-

cy lS nOW OVCr 60. Epidemics have bcen checked. Particularly・ malaria is

kcpt undcr control" A public health network covers all the highland reg獲OnS;

cach commune has a medical station which is at the same time a matemity

homC, and each district has a polyclinic or a hospital・ In 1945, there were

only 51 doctors, 212 assistant doctors and 36 pharmacists. Now言n the ll

highland provinccs, there are over l,700 doctors’4,300 assistant doctors’

and a large numbcr of nurses and nurses, aides. They constitute the forces

in struggling the superstitious practice of treatment with exorcism.

Thc cultural heritagc of each ethnic group is being rediscovered.

Attcntion is glVen tO the prcservation of fine customs and traditions.鴫les,

lcgcnds, SaylngS and popular songs, Which have been orally transmitted

from gencration to generation, are being published or translated into

Victnamese for wider dissemination. Many songs, POPular tunes and tradi-

tional dances have bccn succcssfu11y brought to the stage at home and

abroad. The rcvitalization of traditional culture and the raising of general

Cducation standards among minority ethnic groups, enable writers, artists,

and mm-makers to make known the folklore passed down fom their ances-

t。rS, thus contributing to the better under-Standing betwecn nationalities and

COnsolidating their unity"

In national construction and defence, a11 the ethnic groups in Vietnam

Strugglcd against foreign aggression. Many hcroes of ethnic minorities arc



honoured by the whole nation: Pu Com BO (Kh/I7C,/‘), Ha V血Mao (MLん77g),

Ho2¥ng V緬Thu, Hoang Dinh Kinh and Hoing Dinh Dong (Tdy), CAm Ba

Thu6c, L皿ng Bho Dinh (T橘l), Phing Chf Kien (N証g), Giえng TÅ Chay

(Hmt3I!g), No Trang Long (M肩/?g), Xam Bl●am Cham, N竜p (Ba Nc‘) and

Others. The names ofa number ofplaces in the highlands are associatcd with

great victories: Viet Bfro, and Dien Bien P皿- during the resistancc against

the Frcnch; Bdy N直U Minh, Playmc, Tu m(ナi6ng, Dfro To -T会n Canh, A

So, A Lu6i, and Khc Sanh - during the resistance against the Americans.

The triumph in 1975 began in T含y Nguyen with our attack on Bu6n Me

ThuQt, the main town of E De territory.

Due to the conscqucnccs left by history, CSPeCially the last 30-year War,

and the mistakes committed by us in thc implementation of the policies

towards ethnic minorities, many reglOnS, Particularly remotc ones, remain

under-developed. The gap in the living standards ofvarious ethnic groups is

sti11 obvious. However, the擁f In`升(renovation) line put forward by the 6th

National Congress ofthe Communist Party scrvcs as the basis for working

Out meaSureS tO deal with the difficulties facing the mountain areas. Thc

COmPlex relationship between ethnic minorities call寅)r greater attention

from thc conccmed authorities. Many problems can be settled only with the

Patience and compctencc and with the efforts ofthe local populations them-

SCIvcs. Wc should crcatc conditions for all ethnic groups to integrate into the

national community whilc able to retain their identities.

This book has been compiled as a rcference. Researchcrs and other read-

ers will find herc much interesting informantion about the origins, areaS Of

habitation, material and spiritua=ife of each ofthe ethnic groups prcsent on

VIetnamese territory.

Appendices arc also provided. Unless otherwise indicated, all books and

articles in the bibliographic notes are in Vietnamese.

The a〃thors
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Review)
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(Historical Studies Review)

3. Bu11etin DT r旬, Jan (]an (O(‘ (EthnoIogical

Bu11etin)

4. Inst. DTH: Vi印c/dn真y(‘ hp(・ (EthnoIogical

Institute)

5. Ed. VH: Nhd勅諭仇訪Vdn ”od (寂I7 t(5('

(Ethnic Minority Culture Publishing House)
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Publishing House)
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(Social Sciences Publishing House)
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VI叶MUONG G隊OUP

M直られg

固Denomination: Mu血g.

0脇er mme$: Mol, Mual, M9i

固LocaI smaII g細oups: MQi Bi,Ao閑

(or Au Tか

回population: Over 914,000

回しanguage: Vi?t-Muchg

固Area of hqbitation

The M,ん仰g live in an area extending from

Ngh了a LO (Yen B釦province) to ¶1anh Hoa, PaSS-

ing through Ph心Th9, Son La, Hoa Binh and m

Nam (between the lower section of the Da river

and the upper section of the M乞river), but above

a11 in Hoa Bi血province. They are descendants of

a pre-VieトMuchg community from which they

SPlit offto fom a separate ethnic group around the

first few centuries of our era. While the present-

day Vi戸t moved to the plains and came under the

1. Go[g dance me M肋7gh ma Bin母

2. Fixing the bow-String me Ch帥M∂ O ham勘

碕77?u卵g偽a, M励偽a, Oudng Bin母

3. Cooking rice me 77)6 7an /吻COmmune,

7an的中vghe An).
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坤ch commme, B6

内助卿の屈伸
B海砂

influence of Chinese culture, the ancient M痢7g remained in mountains and

developed relatively independently. They exerted a certain influence on the

T/1di ethnic group from which they borrowed various elements. Thus the

M血g are cIose to the V申in origin・ and to the rhdi from the social and

cultural point of view.

固Materiq=ife

The M諏訪7g family lives in houses-On-Stilts・ the architecture of which is

similar to the house of neighbouring ethnic groups・ the rhdi in particular・

M胸7g men dress almost the same way as the Viet ofthe plains. Their gar-

一,,entS COmPrlSe trOuSerS and a type of pyjamas. By contrast・ WOmen’s a血℃

retains its traditional design and has particular decorations added by each

woman herself. The scarf, the short vest and the black skirt are underlined by

a very large belt embroidered with various motifsthe belt hugs the body, uP

to the middle of the woman・s chest. Jewellery ardcles include bracelets and

11eCklaces made of silver in simple but attractive designs. On their heads・

M-肋g women wear squares of white cIoth tied at the nape of the neck.

In the regions along the both banks ofthe Da river and on certain moun-

tain sIopes, the M“勘g continue slash-and-bum cultivation. In other areas’

they grow rice in証gated fields as the Th存uslng the Thdi-designed sys-

tem of canals, trenChes and barrages. Fomerly, Sticky rice was widely

g「own, With one crop per year. Nowadays・ Ordinary rice is prefeuTed’and

two, eVen three crops can be produced each year. In certain regions’the rice

output may reach 5 tonnes per hectare.皿gation by means of buckeトChains

is now quite popular.

Having vast reglOnS at their disposal, the MzA37’g・ besides rice cultivation・

also grow cereals’gOurd-1ike plants and vegetables・ uSlng lrrigation. They

plant cash crops (bamboo, COttOn, hemp, jute, diccocas, etC・)・ and set up

p喜antations of fruit trees and medicinal plants’Of which cinnamon is the

most impoIlant. Sylviculture is also a ma」Or SOurCe Of income for the house-

hold economy. Horticulture is, however・ unCOmmOn Or at mOSt PraCtised

Only in small areas of land cIose to houses・



The M,‘勅g le=heir cattle 「oam virtしIally at wi11・ Domestic livestock se「ve

as draughトとしnima音s in agriculture and forest utilisatio1「, Or aS items bartered

With people from the plains. They also supply meこ一t for r血al ceremonies. A

POultry pen is always co-1Sidered ve「y lmPOrtant imd so are pigties"

Hunting as men’s activity lS aimed prlmarily at protec血g c「ops, and the

game is used as a supplement to daily meals.

Fishing plays a more important role than hunting for, aPart from the indis-

PenSable rice and vegetables, fish is a food much preferred by the Mwh7g・

Fishing equlPmen白s varied, including nets and various kinds of ee申ots.皿e

M胸7g gO fishing at any time in the year and this is their common p「actice・

Forest produce, fragrant mushrooms・ honey, rattan and medicinal plants,

PrOVide the M胸7g With goods for exchange and considerable extra incomes.

Handicrafts are an integral part of the agrlCultural economy and tech-

nlqueS a「e fairly unsophisticated・ Certain manual occupations∴SuCh as

Ce「amics言ron-WOrking and particularly, gOld-WOrk are unknown to the

M脇7g, POSSibly for the reason that they are supplied with all their needs by

the腔t" Weavlng PrOduces materials for cIothes’blankets and particularly

CarPetS uSlng geOmet「ical designs in d描erent coIours言s quite important.

The M胸7g belts are truly arトWOrks・ With beaut血1 ornamental pattems

reminiscent ofthe D6ng Scm culture.

回socioI and fomi-y reIotionships

皿e M,/chg live in viHages or hamlets吉ermerly calIed 。ll〆/ or qI‘〆. Each

q諦may comprise血ee to five households (Sma11 hamle†s) and several

dozens (large v川age). The area of each vi=age is well-defined and arraI-ged

in an orderly pattem‥爪e residential area is surrounded by mountains and

forests arrd considered as common property along with rice-fields, Water

SOurCeS and cemete「ies. ¶1e members ofa vil萱こIge do not necessarily belong

to the same male lineage’SO a Mudrlg Vi=age represents a so-Called白com-

munity of neighbours.’’

Several vi11ages fom a ”7胸7g・ A large ”7脇7g lnCludes 20-30 vi‖ages,

SuCh as ”7,I勃g Bi・ ”71‘∂77g ¥左〃7g, ′m肋7g T樟′7g, ”7胸7g D印g a11d ”一,‘面g

I,(//′g C/7`紺7; a Smaller one h租s 3-5 vi喜lages. In the past, the head of each

/用件)・/’g Was the /`‘,7g (馴Who was assisted by an administ「ative body. M胸7g

were in prlnCiple independent ofone imOther bu白t was customary for smal音-

elつ川Y甲g tO I-eSPeCt larger ones. A研柄7g WilS always under the protection

。f正`11Oble,, family, for instance //7‘ Din/らQ諦・・/らB(‘(互or H`主The mem-

bcl-S O「these families were called T肩’/`’′7g Or Q間/高II7g・皿e L“/7g ‘‘l‘/7 WaS

(11e O漢dest member ofthe oldest brallCh ofthe family. As chiefofthe間柄7g・

l「e O111y goverI「ed the /`両・・/一i〆高, †he largest and the 「ichest hamlet in the

urea; the sma=er ones weI.e entruSted to his younger b「others or to the eld-

cst members of the lowe重- bI・a11Ches cal喜ed /`‘′7g -毒′77 0r品o" According to

customs, the r偏’/(研g had the righ=o manage and distribute communa1

1こIIlds, demand corv6e and receive tributes. Each /`/,7g fiしmily had its own

d…11S and bronze vessels, SymboIs of power.皿ey lived their own lives・

s叩arated from others・ and devised sl「ic廿ules to protect their p「ivileges" If

the Chief of a ”'l‘め7’g died without a male hei「, his position must be・ Offel・ed

{o {1 /(研g from another lineage. By the time ofthe August 1945 Revolution,

the /`/,’g句o system had fl=en iI「tO decline, the rivalry between different lin-

eages of /`‘,1g becomlng mOl.e and mo「c acute aIld provoking frequent

bloody clashes. From the social polnt Of view・ by contras=o the /`‘′一g Class・

(he masses were considered so inferior that all ofthem were glVen the same

】刷ne B証Each ofthem were a=otted a pleCe Ofthe commum=and. But in

l-etしIrn, they had to sha「e part of administ「ative expenditul-e Of the ′77面憎or

hamlet, Or mOre PreCisely, tO Pay tribしl↑e to the /`‘17g in the form of corv6e・

offeriI「gS (natural produce), foodstuffs or precious objects.皿e Mudr-g in

r)OO「 hamlets, Who eam a meager livelihood from agrlCulture, Were regard-

ed as ・・immigrとしntS” (血‘ ,.Oq′7g), a StatuS Simi喜ar to that of (諦/7g /7戒・ (seI--

¥佃tS) among the rhdi. In exchange forthe right to live ill the hamlet and to

clear laIld, they were subject to a system of corvee, mOSt Often to the bene-

fit of the /`川g for whom the poorest must work as servants"

A very small number of people言nc音uding peasants, Were involved iI一山e

administrative ar)r)aratuS Of the /`’/7g・皿ey were ca漢led `;,‘ and won the con-

fideI-Ce Of the /`‘′7g; their position was hereditary.

The system of諦1信/76, Or COrVee requil・ed by the /‘‘/7g tO their owl「 benefit

i用′O血y of particular study. Each yeu「・ the eI血e l-OPulation of a間切7g muSt



Cultivate together iしPIot of land, Which was in fact a kind ofco=ective co「v6e

(Called ・、高/). Ce11ain喜y, the e冊ciency was Iow, bu川1is was iIlteIlded to asse「t

the authOrity of the /(l/7g. At the same time,爪e inhabitants shared the work

(′76) of cし11tiva血g the fields of the /uI7g, from pIoughi11g tO harvest.

The Mしr61-g family is chilriしCte「ized by a patriarchal reglme‥ the father

exel-Cises autho壷y ove同ll the membeIふS Of his ow萱1 family・ If the pareI「tS have

died w皿oしIt a male heil-、 the ft皿=y property wi11 be passed automatica1喜y to

the oldest male re厨ve・ eVen if their daughters a「e sti11 1iving. This custom is

Ca=ed //用/’‘I・ You一一g girls camOt Choose ↑heir husballds but生accept their

ParentS’flrrangemel「t ``・ Although the womim has∴a defined 「ole in ‘he

family, She is a11owed to discuss common zlffairs with her husband.

固spi細itua○ ○ife

rfo cement unity and maintain order ill SOCiety, eaCh I777I鉦g worshipi n

local w所7g genie, and each hamlet言tstitular geIlie, and the ancestor ofthe

/`’,7g O=he r)erSOll WhO 「eClaimed kll「d and founded the ,間柄g or the ham-

let. Ancestor wo「ship -S P「aCtised within the filmily.

Moreover, WOrShippmg the soil genie is widespread, Particularly the

genie ofMou11t T鉦Vien (z11so known dS Mount Ba VI).

Muchg寅)1k literature is rich. Quite a few poems a書「d stories in verse have

been collected a11d published言ncluding T在B高/1〆E`/l・t/I研(/軌/在り・可0/.

′he N`/′壷L‘‘/一`I),・ dt L有蹄Li所柄/′g Ng`‘-H`li M鉦N`)照れ7らCh。I7g

B∂′7g H勅7g,・ Vlwh7 Ao`/つ高C∂了`//7‘/ D(l/7g V高I V`l a11d so forth. Some of

them te漢l love stories :md criticize old przしCtices ( for example, the custom of

mこl「riage arranged by the parents without the agreement of the girl).

Mu6ng songs extol labou「, fine tradition, Or eXPreSS men,s fee音ings・ The V了

相m - altemately sung dialogue made of 6-8 distich verses - is very popular.

The Xまく・ b証is particularly wide-SPread at festivals and weddings. Five

to 20 si11gerS form ll grOuP Cal○ed a/,h,′dr7g杭`I" They go from one house to

another, eaCh member holdillg a gOng Which is beaten each time when the

SOr「g is fi-1ished・ The words and the music of点在h,)`‘ SOngS Vary aCCOrding

to 「hythms.

Mlrchlg tales and legends are also numerous and rich iI- COlltent.

Mlrchlg ritual songs (Called ,77()) a「e sung by the T/7`〉y ′77。 nt CeremOnies

such as funerこ‘1s, SPirit叩rOVOkillg, mking sacrifices to the splrits’etC.皿ey

打e histol-ical or literary stories which reflex the冊e alld a甲rations of the

wol・king masses"皿e ′770 “Th‘ Bi′・,有‘ f E`l面`,/7(l W`‘子耶" presents the

Mしrd11g COSmOIogy. ¶1e ”70 ilbout bI-O-1Ze drums・ CuStOmS and lifestyles・ etC.

co11Stitute a treasury wo血y of reseこ1rCh.

The Mu6ng have always been side by side with the Viet in nationz11

bし一ilding and defe11Ce・皿rough history’Mudrlg la11d has served as bases for

the resis(ances Of national heroes fo「 exaIllPle Le Dai Hanh’Le Lqi, a-1d

other local chieftains. It contribしIted human and material resources to the

insurgents against forelgn domination.



丁h8

固Denomination: Th6

回しoco- smaIl gl.OuP: Kco, MQn, Cu6i,

H9’Dan L三一i-Ly Ha, Thy Po9ng (Coll Kha, Xa

L肴VえIlg)

圃popu音ation: Ovcr 5l,000

固Languoge: VieトMuchg. Tbere are several

dialects’but 11ative speakers have no d聞culty

ln COmmunication.

固Area of habitation:

皿e Westem high量and reglOn OfNghe An a萱ld

Thanh Hod provillCeS.

Around the end of the 17th century, Vietnam

experiellCed numerous sociaI upheavals. The Vi?t

i-1 thc Iow-1ying districts of Thanh Chuong,

Quy11h Luu al「d Dien al餌(now in Nghe A-1

PrOVince) and some Vi年lnd Muchg groups f「om

the mouiltこ1in districts of NIlu Xuan and Thieu

Hoa (j-1 Pl’eSent-day Th(111h Hoえr)rOViI丁Ce) moved

to settle i一一the reglO11S Of ethI-ic minorities. They

Were mixed through血ermr「lこIgeS With the loci11

C,演to form i- neW COmmunity, Which after fl long

perlOd of evolution’WaS glVen the nilme Th6. ThlS COmmunity is very

hele一・OgeneOuS, With many smal喜groups ofthem.皿e most impo11ant are the

K(ノ0, M甲, and C諭This ethnic transfomatiol=OOk place o1「 the back-

g「ou○↑d of Viet cu血re with 「eglOnal peculiarities"皿s culture has beell

eIlriched by the eleme11tS Of Muchg cultu「e and nt a later period・ added by

山ose ofr/7(ii culture.

固Mロteria○ ○ife

There are two types of dwelling: houses on s唖s i‘nd houses o萱「 the

gl.Oし11-d. Howeve「, the latter are gettil-g mOre and more popular. Houses on

証lts are rudimentary; they have a rectangular shape with rooms at one end

:一nd open a=he other (this end often facing thc east).皿ere is no ornaments

oll the balustrades or windows as in Thdi houses. Houses on the ground are

similar in a「chitectu「e to those of the W〆r in mountain reglOnS.

Men,s attire is similar to that of the Wど( before 1945. Women’s cIothes

vary from reglOr- tO reglOll, but in general・ they wcar skirts which they put

o11 OVer their heads, and short vests with close fitting sleeves, buttonlng at

the front and split on the hips.皿ey are similar to the traditional vest wom

by Vi?t women. Squa「e white c喜oths are used for headgear wom in the same

milmer aS the MJ/高7g・

rfo comp園ete the outfit, netS are attaChed to the shou音der, Which serves as

bこ、gS・

The rh∂prefer to live at low a冊udes and on gentle sIopes rumlng nO血-

cast or southeast between the plains and mou11tains.皿e soil fo「med from

thick layers of ferrolithic orlgln, COVerS a basalt substratum. Given this

topography, despite their sedentary lifestyle,山e T筋完rely engage i-1 Weト

rice cultivation.皿eir economy is based mainly on slash-and-bum farmlng.

However, the fertility of soil allows the T/′演o pl-aCtise a special kind of

ftlrml-1g, mOre O「 les信1「 fixed ilreaS Of dry ricefields. It is wel量-known that

milp{‘S al・e abandoned afte=hree or four crops. In the first crops, Seeds are

sowl- With a digglng Stick on the land cleared ofa看l vegetation through s看ash-

mg ilnd bu「皿1g. II漢Subsequent crops, the soil is pIoughed and then seeds are



SCat†ered a= over ↑he field. The T偏’pIough is爪e same as that ofthe V諦

Which is often c{し11ed (./高一,∂i (lime spatula) (1)

OtheI- food crops言一1Cluding mize, POtatO, alld cassava, Play a comple-

mentary role. Hemp IS g「OWn Pl.1marily ft)r making ne皿ke bags, ham-

mocks, hunting dnd fishing nets. Some ofthese p「oducts are exchanged with

l-eighbourlng COmmしmities for cIoth’garmentS, Oil, Salt aIld agI-icul…al

implemelltS,

A冊ough livi-1g -1ear fairly g一-ea白-ivers, the r柄’a「e not in a position to

utilize them wi血rr-gation systems. However, these rivers supply an impor-

tant sou「Ce Of food to them. Fishil-g teC萱miques may be veI-y PIヽ1mitive by

hand or are fairly complicated (eelpots, netS Of various kinds, SCOOPS a11d

SquaI’e drop-netS). In addition, there is a co=ective form of fishing ca=ed

C砧n一‥ a= tooIs are used (square and conical ne†s and others).

Bcing good hunters’the T/'dr「aVe Val-ious ki-1ds of hu一一ting equlPment:

nets, diflt「e11…aps (pits, CageS, Slip knots and cross-bows). Collective hun-

ti11g ln t「aditiona1 T/7d’society had detailed rules for the sharing out of the

game. However・ huntillg lS nO longer common among the T局’as wild animals

have become sca「cc「 in ‘he wake of certain ecoIogical changes. Bu=he main

reason is also tha=he T偏’a「e shifiing their economy towards agriculture.

The gathering of forest produce plays an equally important role in the

livelihood of the Th6. It provides vegetables and fruit for them to survive

between harvests and in time of crop failure.

固sociu= and fomiIy rel。tionships

廿aditiona=y, land was co11ective prope「ty of the vi‖age, Which included

forests’hi量ls, Stl・eamS Or Plains. ¶1e Same WaS true for a= natural resources.

Each T/76was free to utilize them to the maximum and to enjoy the fruits of

his仙er labour. However, the pIo† of lal「d where a family had its house and

adjoimng garden was considered prlVate P「OPerty Which was sometimes

(l) I白s ca=ed so because thc handlc ofthe pIough rescmbIes the lime spatula uscd

by womcn who chCW betel.

。oIluted to others but almost never sold. In most a「eas’eaCh fを‘mily had only

:1 few証) Of submerged rice-field (One J。o is 360m2). Few owned one

lleCtlll・e O=and. Therefore, SOCial differeI-tiation - though seen in wealth’

1iving standards and social conditions -WaS nOt Very Obvious‥

The head of a r柄’village (I,高77) was elected annua11y by the vi11agers.

He took cha「ge of tlle Village adminis{ration and other public affairs. He

Jlrdged violations of the vi-1age・s conventions, reSOIved con¶icts among the

¥′冊gers, rePreSented the inhabitants in contact with higher echelons author〇

時一nd 。r)POiIlted the chief-O冊ciant for the yearly生start-Of-rice-field-WOrk’’

cel-elnOny. Respo-1Sible to the机)nrare the `・鉦(secretary in charge of clel・-

i。i,l work) and a numbe「 of young men maintaining public order. In certain

lo。油ies there was a (.力信`j(' Who was responsible for religious affairs. He

hzld the right to u硝ze the杭硯g /70`; field which was the collective proper-

ty of the vi11age and 「eseI・Ved for religious cults. It should be noted that

before 1945 this strしICture WaS aPPlied to all vi看lages throughout the country

とInd was integrated into the feudal-COIonial administration with various

levels‥ COmmune, CantOn, dist「ict and so on. In such conditions言n general

(he relationship between the (.h血中rh (administrative functionaries) and

ordinary villagers was necessarily that between the待oppressed and oppres-

soI浩However, amOng the rh6 this situation was often overridden by the

COmmunity customs.

皿e Th∂′ family is sma11 and unde「 the authority of the fathcr.

Neve血eless, yOung boys and girls en」Oy COnSide「able freedom as evident

f‘rom the custom of噂; ”7`1i (1ite「al meaning: WOman Sleeping). During

11ighトtime parties, boys and girls can find their sweethearts. And then’gO-

betweel- begins her work; the betrothal ceremony lS COnducted’and the rcla-

tioI「S between the two families become cemented with the monthly visits

regularly paid by the would-be bridegroom to his would-be parents-in-1aw.

One failure to do so wi‖ be enough for the engagemen=o be broken" Prior

to the wedding, he has to perform numerous rituals requi一・ed by the local

customs, and to work many days, Primrily in the rice-fields・ for his pa「ents-

il一〇law. In ce「tain vi=ages, the young man must devote halfofhis time to this

t描k. Finally, at the wedding ceremony, he must present the bride’s family

w川h un oflie「ing composed of a buffalo’d Plg, 100 silver piastres and 30



SquareS r)leCeS Of cIoth亘is symbolicと11 payme11=O his parents-in-1aw for

b「i11g111gし甲his wife.

The T屈bl11・y the de話Befo一・e 1945, the body was kept in the fiしmily

fI・Om One Week to mOllth ‘11「d ↑he fu-1el・i‘l l.ituals required dozens of buffaloes

as sacrifices. The co冊I WllS a hollowed-Ou=一・ee trunk a-1d the body was

bu「ied lyillg ln a dil‾eCtion p:lra=e=o the nearest stream. Other 「i†es were

Perfo「med oi=he !00th dily afler †he bしIrial.

Nowadays’miltrimo'一i:‘l a-1d fulleral rituals have been simplified as the

T/7d have ndor)ted a simp喜e「 and more practica=ifestyle.

固spiritua音life

Besides ances†or worship practised by every family, the「e a「e other foms

Of religioしIS beliefs related to ngrlCulture and animism. Each vi=age has

Places of worship for different deities, for example the genies of mountain,

ea「th, Water, fire, Or War heroes and the first reclaimer o白he loca=and,

However・ eaCh year the presc「ibed rituals are performed in only one of the

available sma= temples. The ceremony of・ri′7 4n’‘庇"7g (tossing two coins

Simultal-eOuSly in a pIz‘te) is conducted to “consult the deities’’abou=he

temple for wol証iping and sac「ifice making se「vices to take place in the fol-

lowlng yeal:

The T柄ノalso worship lnnumerable spirits i'一Cluding the guardian genies

Of buffaloes aIld mountiしin goats. The mos白mpo「tant is the amual ceremo-

ny “sta巾-Of-rice-field-WO「k”, during which a (.hI出iu (Chief of 「ice) is des-

1gnated with the genies’agreement obtained by means of.面4n′高“′?g・

It ca-1 be said that folk literature and arts are very slgnificant for the splr-

itua=ife of the T朽ノ・皿ere are many riddles, PrOVerbs, falk songs and sto-

「ies, aIld a= of them having an educational content. A very popular genre is

the story with a we=-StruCtured pIot and more or less fictional characters・

AIso notable is the ”7C’reCited by sorcerers, reflecting the popular cosmo-

logical coI「CePtS.



Ch血

固Denomination‥　Ch血O‘h。r ”。m。S: Tu

Va-1g, Pa LeIlg, Cha C昂(Tfro c竜i) X盃L各Vふng.

固Loca- smtI" groups: Arem, May,

Sach, R早c, Ma Liうng, Xo Lang, Umo.

回しangu億ge: Vl?トMしrchg

園popu〇〇tion: Over 2,400

固Are億of habitation: In the valleys of

two dis証cts, Minh Ho盃and Tuyen Ho盃(PreS-

ent-day Quallg B油1 PrOVince).

Very close to the ViどらM高所g and T偏’with

regard to orIglnS; O111y in 1954 the C柄† were

ident誼ed.

固IVl調tel.ioI Iife

Before adopting a sedentary lifestyle, the Ch諦

used to live in temporary dwe11ings, Very Simply

COnStruCted huts; SOme{imes they took refuge in

OPen Shacks or grottoes. In their language, ChIh

means “mou-1tain’’or “rocky cliff”. Of late, the

Mdy have begun to construct houses∴Similar to

those of the B/‘l‘, While the S‘i(・h and M(7 Li訪g

恒¥′e i-dopted the V諦model・皿e Ruc and Arem did no=eave their grottoes

し111ti=喜le middle of the 20th century・ Tbday’a11 the C妬’irrespective of

glOしxp’live il- SOlid and comfortable houses, Which is perhaps an indication

o白he settled lifestyle.

UI血mi喜iar with the growmg Of cotton, SeWlng Or WeaVing, they pur-

。has。d dothes from the Viet and Lao. They also bought necessary tooIs and

叫rr)ment SuCh as axes’kllives and copper pots. In summer men wore only

l(州CIoths aIld wome-1 Simple cove「lngS. In winter the upper part ofthe body

wilS COVered with a A(壷, a kind of poncho made up of pieces of tree bark

beatell With a ma=et, d「ied, and sewn togcther.

Before 1945, Only the S4(.h were invoIved in agriculture; the R拘and the

A/・ぐ/眉ived mail11y ol- huntiI-g a-1d gathering forest produce. Submerged

fields have appeared but the C柄7 Cultivate mostly on mi音pas・ With paddy・

com, CaSSaVa, Vegetables, beans and tobacco. Milpas are used to grow cas-

sAVa for four consecutive years; but those used to grow rice and com are

血11doned after two years of expIoitation.皿e work on milpas is the same

‘‘S eVeryWhere else: Clearlng and bumlng bushes and grass・ and then putting

(he Seeds血o the soil - a= done with the same tooIs: aXeS, knives, and dig-

glI丁g Sticks. Since they adopted a sedentary lifestyle・ the C妬have begun

r諒mg animals and uslng P萱oughs.

The C/7謝1unt Small animals (birds and sma= quadrupeds) with traps and

clasS-bows (the arrows a「e sometimes poisoned). Dogs arc used only in col置

lective hし一nting・ The C妬gather fruit・ Vegetables・ and mushrooms; fe11 trees

with knives and axes, and dig up edible roots with knives or pointed sticks.

They catch fish in several ways: With hands, uSlng fish lines without hooks

or plant poISOnS, Or d「ainlI丁g a SeCtion of streams. Nets arc new technique

th:lt the Ch証have leamt.

固sociql and fami!y relcltionships

Ignored by the coIonial administration, before 1954, the Ch血led isolat-

ed lives in (‘“一所(Vi‖ages) in the forest"皿ese were autonomous vi=ages・

ei`Ch occupied a defined area of territory lnCluding mountains・ forests and



St「eamS.皿e vi11age chief’tOgether with the oldest members of the group,

decided o-1 al‖he a徹lirs ofthe community such aS Pub喜ic worship, festivities

Celebrating good harvests, Settlemellt Ofcon佃c†s, aIld admission ofnew mem-

be「s.皿e chief r)reSided over n11 rit皿l ceremonies・ Given these respo-1Sibili-

ties・ he had to meet certain criteria: Old age, COmPrehensive knowledge of爪e

CuStOmS and pl-aCtices of the g「oup’gOOd morality, and quick-Wittedness.

One `・`出初has some family clans. BIood hes are natし1rally acknowledged

between fam出es of the same o「igin. However, tO SurVive in d肝icult condi-

tions’members of the same village are united, thus displaylng a StrOng tra-

dition of solida「ity ma章1ifested in co11ective activi†ies, agrarian rites, the

Sharing out of game and mutしIa賞assistance and shared labour.

Even before adopting the sedentary lifestyle, the Ch諦had had nuclear

families・ eaCh couple a-1d their childre-1 fo「mlng an independent economic

u-1il with its own dwe11i11g Place. Young married women fo11owed their hus-

bands and the coしIPles try to rapidly set up their own households. Monogamy

is the 「ule in the Ch面family life. Despite the patriarchal and patrilocal

reglme’the young wife plays a role equa=o that ofher husband. A= deci-

Sions are discussed and agreed upon by both the husband and wife. Labour

division is based on sex and age. In the field men cut bushes and grass and

handles the digging stick, While women put seeds in the holes and do the

main work at ha「vest time. In forests’men hunt, While women, aCCOmPanied

by children under 12 years of age, gather fruits and vegetables.

回spirituoI life

Ancestor worship is not practised in every home as most other ethnic

groups’but by the lineage chief. Animism plays an important role in the sp皿-

tual life ofthe Chz免who believe in the existence of genies protecting the ea皿,

forest’humans and animals. The Sd`・h, M`)y and R甲Perfom agra「ian r血als

On fixed dates - before and afror the time of sowmg, after harvest time and so

On. Sorcery lS also widespread・ A bite by a bear, Snake or tiger may cause great

fear; in such cases’the wounded is forbidden to immediately retum to his

house. He mus=ive in a hut deep in the forest for two or three months.

A mother, for the first months after glVmg birth must also live with her

'1eW-bom outside the house言n three consecutive huts bero「e she is a=owed

(O retum tO her own home. Each move and the retu「n home are marked by

the rite of purification, Which is aimed at ‘`driving away i11 fate’’・

Cultural activities occupy aIl important place in the life of爪e C/7布who

like playing the flute, the harp-1ike musica=nstrument and the /,・a ho′7’a

kind ofmonocord with a bamboo soしmd-box. Folksongs (Sung tO (.`汗l伽7 and

圧点h7h山nes) are very popular. Stories and legends, eSPeCially the history

of the Mu Gia Pass and the myth of Creation, are Pa証cularly valued and

(heir recitation consti山tes the main entertainment of folkloric events.

As farmers白forgotten,, in forests and isolated for a long time from the

outside world, the living condition of the Ch諦are extremely harsh. Their

l-OPulation is dec「easlng alamlngly, and their agrlCulture is oJ=he verge of

dl講PPearlng. Certain members of this ethnic group have retumed to life in

cl`VeS. The plight is at such a point that a young man would have nothing but

il blunt knife to offer to his parents-in-1aws at his wedding.



航海一肌畑中叩叫

Khme書

画Denomination: Khm。r.

Other "ameS: Khmer Kr6m, Cur, Cul, ¶16,

Viet of Khmer orlgm, Mien.

固popu〇〇tion: Over 895。OO

回しanguage: M6n-Khmer

回A「ea of hcIbitation: Mainly in Hau

Giang, Tta Vinh, Vrnh Long’Kie-1 Giang, An

Giang, Bqc Lieu, and Ca Mau provi11CeS d喜oI-g

With the Viet and the Hoa. A number ofthem

have settled in Ho Chi Minh City, Others in Ba

R!a-V血g Tau, Bil「h Phu6c and T会y Ninh;

these people are native to the delta ofthe C血

Long (Mekong) river on the present-day terI・i-

tories of Vietnam and Cambodia.

回IVI調teria音life

Kh′77e,’families are grouped in /,hl研Or ham-

lets or in高みthe uIlit more importan=han Viet

冊一geS, On elevated i111uvia=and (諦I7g)・ The cen(er (top) aI-d immediate

川・rOし一11dil-gS Of the g毒′g al-e l-eSerVed for houses・ OrChards’and milpas for

「ood 。rOr)S・ The terrain sIopes gently towards submerged water rice fields.

Be証es this traditio-1a=ype of dwelliI「g・ the K/′n’件tOday set up their ham-

ie(掴1ong main roi‘ds or rivers, Ciしlli-ls flnd arroyoes. Mally PeaSant familleS

hilVe Settled iI「 urbこIn Or Sem古ul‾a上IreaS.

・Ille K/肋で)/. 1ive in large hoしISeS-On-S冊s with rectとmgular roofs and two

d。Or* On their both sides; Olle door is designed for visitors, the other for the

fe皿1es of the family・ These houses are found mostly in the reglOnS borderillg

cこしmbodia zlnd nre seen less zしnd les掴,S OI「e mOVeS fu血e「 i11tO the Nam BO delta.

II- genera同1e Kh,77C,/. house is built on the ground iしnd is architectu「a11y

高正lこ1r tO that of the Viet in the same reglOl一・ The interior is leIlgthwise

c廟ded illtO halves by a woode11 be乙Im. The fro-1t SeCtion is further divided

川to血ee COmPartmentS‥ the middle on。 Se「VeS ZIS the living room and the

otheI・ tWO, aS mell・s bedrooms. The back section is pa正tioned to fom two

bedl-OOmS for women.

The K/一n7件almost always wear a py」ama-Style gament made out of

bkしCk cIoth. Most women knot爪eir hair, SOme hzlVe it cut shol-t and covered

ill Checkered kerchiefs. At home or w皿e working on milpas, men have the

岬e「 Part Of their torso naked a萱1d wear trousers which reach down to the

kIleeS. Nowadays shorts are preferred flS they are collVenient. In certain

l-eglOnS, K/研ぐ/. PeOPle still wear the rd ′-唖, a PleCe Of colou血1 silk 「o=ed

打ouI「d the wais=ike n loin-CIoth. The ceremonizll attire of K/肋C’l● WOmen

co11諒ts of loose trousers, n White scarf, 2-I「d a split d「ess reachil-g down to

lhe k11eeS, Which is put on like a pu=ove「・ rfoday young r)eOPle often dress in

EしII-OPea-1 Style but young women sti= l・etain black trousers.

The K/肋“ have much experience in weトrice cし1喜tivation・皿ey choose

母ecis apr)一-OPriate to the SO申he tel・l-ain and the meteoroIogical conditions

O「 ei‘Ch 「eglO!1・ They are dlso skillful 。t uSlng differellt teChIliques fo「 each

tyr)e Offield and seed.

K/研ぐ,. r)eaS:mtS are eXPertS in il-rlgation. Besides rain water’they also use

Ⅵ′項el・ from we=s dug m the middle of l・ice-fields or from ponds on milpas.

WこItel- i油rough=o the fields by a variety of mea11S: buckets hung on shoul〇

°e「-l,Oles, ChこIil-S Of buckets used as scoops zl営ld lo-丁g haIldled-buckets hung



On a trlPOd. In some places, PeOPle make use of tidal flows and construct

Small bal‾「ages・

The Khn7ぐ,’Cut graSS With the /,局/7g (a kind of long knife) and gather it

into heaps with rakes. For traI-SPlanting rice they use the I7q可a planting tool).

Their pIough has a longer pIoughshare and their harrow, longer spikes than

those of the V諦in Southem Vietnam. ¶e plowed ground is leve11ed with

rolle「s.

There are in Khn7C,,’hamlets work exchange g「oups ca=ed砧k証ly or d∂k

ddy坪v`lh k/7e“. ¶ese groups help the peasants in house-building, Wed-

dings or funerals, aPaI・t from working ln rice五elds.

The Khn7件also grow vegetables, beans, maize, SWeet POtatOeS, Sugar

Cane, Onions, and sometimes †he longan, Watemelon and mango.

Livestock rearing lS Still associated with agrlCulture. Oxen and bu任aloes

are kept as draught-animals; Chickens, ducks, geeSe are bred for food・ In

Certain localities, POultry and animal rearing has become an essential eco-

nomic activity

IIl the coastal areas・ fishing lS COnSidered an important sideline. Thanks

to o任-Sho「e fishing, eVen On a Sma= scale, SeVeral families can eam much

money to pu「Chase nets and boats・ Fish in large rivers such as the Ti6n, H叫,

Cai Lch’and Cha L6n, are Caught with nets or fishing-1ines; in sma= rivers

and submerged fields・ PeOPle use harpoons’eel-POtS, Square drop-netS, Or

locally-designed “baskets,, ca=ed t`l /’C,,7g・

Fish are prepared in different ways with brine in an ove11, SmOked or

dried for preservation. Sometimes, they are pickled with salt to make

I,I・ahみ’a traditional Khn7“ dish. Only the surplus is sold in markets.

Ttaditional handicrafts (WeaVing, PrOducing silk for wi /.∂/7g, and blan-

kets, Which are dyed with thejulCe Ofthe ”坤・・ ”l存‘ fruit, POttery, making bas-

ketr什om bamboo, rattan, ruShes and water wi=ow, etC.) are very famous.

Pottery has developed in Th T6-1 (An Giang) and S6c Xoai (Kien Giang).

The techniques are sti11 rudimentary‥ O切ects are mou音ded by hand, dried in

the sしIn’then burnt in kilns. Decorative motifs a「e printed on the clay by

means of matrixes.

Sericulture is developed in Llrong Hoa, Nguyet Hoa, C礼Ngang,廿a C心

(廿a ViIlh) dnd Du Tam (An Giang), Which are famous for fine long-1asting

証k. Woven blankets, SCarVeS and bath towels in Tinh Bien and T「i T6n a「e

I,Ol川1arized by Viet clients.

Beautifu11y decora↑ed bowIs with lids・ matS・ CarPetS, OPen baskets and

pouches made ofnatural or dyed rushes in Ha Tien, Rach Gi寝Kien Giang),

∨了,,h Chau (Hau Giang), An Giang and Ca Mau are highly appreciated・

IIl a Village, SOme Kh′7酬WOuld wo「k as carpenters or masons・ While

others produce palm sugar or keep beehives for honey.皿e u「ban Khn7ぐ,. are

iIlVOlved in trade or services. There are many mixed (Viet-Khmer or Hoa-

Khmer) marriages.

画social clnd family relqtionships

Khn7C,,. SOCiety has changed since the 18th dlld 19tll Centuries. In the

countryside了ew vestiges ofthe old system ofcommunal property are found.

About 90 percent of land is now privately owned. Only unutilized pIots of

lとし11d, nlluvia=slets and mangrove forests belong to the village and are peri-

odically divided up among the inhabi{a11tS Who iI「 retum muSt give part of

their produce to the communal stores.

Formerly, ln the Mekong delta・ landowners, mOre Or less overtly sup-

l)OIled by feudalist au爪orities, uSurPed the land reclaimed by both the

K/ln7e/. and the V諦. The coIonial govemment‘also provided oppo11unities

for their functi。naries to do the same. Therefore the Khn7件landowners were

small- Or medium-Sized. There were, however, SOme large estates of

between 700 and l,000 ha" In general, the class ofKhme,. 1andowners was

l-Ot Very Slgnificant, rePreSen血g only 3 pe「cent of the population・ but con-

tI・Olling -10 less than 50 to 60 percent (even 70 percent in certain localities)

Of cu漢tivated land.

K/一n7e,・ SOCiety is deeply influenced by inte11ectuals - Buddhist monks

Who do not directly particIPate in govemance bu{ Wie書d power in spl「ituali-

ty dnd education. In fact, they are spiritual leaders of society.

皿e village (‘`,.∂りor the hamlet O7h,′n7) has well-defined bo「ders and the

Chief kl「OWll aS "7生)`I・∂子or ”7〆/,hl研・ In each administrative division’there

is dt least one pagoda whicll OPerateS aS the cent「e fo「 l-eligious’Cultural and



educ証oml z-Ctivities. OI「Ce {しyeaI-, the villagers gathe一- tO COIldしIC=he白rites

Of r)eilCe’’(/,C)/7 Aの′肌//′) 11i「d to hOnOul- theil・ titular genie. Mal-riages between

young peor)le of the vi=ilge紺e e一一COし一rこしged o-1 SuCh an occasiol「S tO be held.

皿e Nguych court (19th century) “collferred’’oI「 the K/7n’‘,. five family

IlumeS - D(/所, K子(互S(勅, KiI77 and rh(l(互Before, the K/問(ノ/・ n:lmeS hild

i-1Cluded o-11y o!le WO一-d with il r)こIrticle i11dic証-1g the sex. This tl-aditio-「al

PrilCti。e mi-y be evidellt f一・0m Cert正-1 K/′′7’`ノ′・ llameS found in An GiaIlg.

Later on, W亜i-1CI-eas=lg il「termarrlage W冊the Vit;I and the #0(/, Othe「

family ni`meS hilVe been :ldopted such描mn, Nguych, Duong, M亙L夕,

La丁丁1, CtC.

The K/間作fi血Iy is biliI-ear. However’i-1 SPi↑e of the increaslng P証-

1illeal tende一一Cy’lmtl凧一eal vestiges remail- Visible il「 Kh′77C,’. CuStOmS, P「aC葛

tices a!1d mode of thi一一king.

皿e K/7冊/. adheI-e 'o the nuc喜ear fi-mily. After ma「rlage, the newly-

Weds prefer to live il- a SeParate home. Miltriloc批y lS S佃widespread.皿e

term I77〆A’/7/有(“head of the house’’) de函1Zltesthe Wife, but i【1 「eality, the

husbal「d has zm importとmt Pl種ce i-=he fa皿ily.

¶1e Children’regi-rdless of zlge nnd sex al-e川entltled to inherit the fam-

ily ’s r)I-Or)el.ty.

Il- PrlnCiple, the K/肋‘’. adopt monogl-my. Polygamy exists, howeve「,

mo油y i11 higheI- soci種l striltZl.

The m証一TlOniil看trildition pel-mits malTlage between cou涌lS直l「ely, eVel一

first cousiI丁S. I11CeSt is severely punished. Soror三一te imd levil加e a「e Still prac-

(ised even whe-1 ma証1ocality has IIOt been common for four decades now.

FしInel-ill ce量‾emO11ies aI・e nOt the same fo「 all social strata. ¶1e rich dead

are cremzlted; the ashes put i11 nIl umS Which is placed in a stur)a bui旧n front

Of岨e local pこlgOda・

The pooI. bury the decellSed first. If conditio11S r)ermit, funeral rites can

be held three yel旧Ifter. The rem諒lS i‘re bumed; the ashes are theI「 ke卑In

the hoしISe O一_ a=he pagodとl・ Afte‥he fし一neral, aCCOrdi-1g tO Hinayこ1na

Buddhist co11CePtio冊’the children ±lIld grandchildren of the deceased go to

(he pilgOda fol‾ SOme time in order to meditn†e oI=he latteris mel-its. DeとIth

am丁iversaries of grilndp虹ents aIld other relatives∴are OCCaSior丁S for the

K/′′冊,. tO get tOgethel・ and pI-eSe11t Offe「ings to the souls of the defunct.

画SpiritucII音ife

Before the intI.Oduction of Buddhism illtO the soしItll Of Indochim・ the

川CCsorS Of tlle K/7n′(),. had {11ready developed indigeIIOuS Culture・ the ves一

昭esofwhich ca-1 Still be seen ln tlleir 「eligious beliefs・

The locこし=otemic elements ilre found ill the tattoolng Ofthe human body

川d山c veneration of the高点- the te一・reStrial drngoll COl-Sidered ns tlle

川CCStOr Of the K/7′77‘,∴ The roofs of religious co11struCtions nre adomed with

而imnge of this sacred sickle-haIldle-Shaped animal.

The prlmitive agricultural beliefs of rice-g「OWeI-S nre l-eflected i-1 mally CuS-

(Oln両tしIals, annual fes{ivals, gameS a-1d elltertai11me11tS, for example血e cult

or feI佃y, the rites of evoking rlCe SPlrits, maki11g OfferillgS tO the genies of the

l士ce-f‘ields and animals, the fulトmoon festival, release of flying la11temS, reg虹

tirs,一mki11g ・・mountaim,・ of p{lddy or sand・ a-1d the washil-g O「 Buddha statues.

TllC Ve11eratioll Of the guardian ge一一ies - `‘毒A, and /高k ′`) i叩ractised in z111

K/間,/. Villages.皿ayana Buddhism, i-1trOduced i一一the 13th ce-1tury・ has

i血ys beell the r)rlI「Cipal religioll Of the K/冊′∴ In the Mekollg de喜ta alol-e’

1lle「e ilI-e 400 pagodas or, On aVe「age, One PagOda per l,600 i-1habita11tS. The

l冊IbcI・ Of Buddhist monks in 1980 tota11ed 10,620. As illheritors of a b一・illiallt

civilizdtion, the K/肋件have made importan{ contributions to the 11ational cul-

血e of Vietl-am" K/,/7′e,. POPular literatしIre is rich i11 gellreS: legends, myths, er)lC

l)OemS, r)rOVerbs, f.ables’humorous stories’folk songs ‘し1-d imr)rOVised dramひs.

The K/間作have numerous dicta and r)rOVerbs of a荊Iosor)hical cha「zIC-

1eI`. Fholes or commalldments a「e conveyed il- umque folk songs for educa-

白0-1申〕u「pOSeS・

The -1umerOuS lege-1ds a11d stories very often refer to the names and山e

「oI`一11ation of localities inhabited by the K/7n7件in Southem Vietn:lm’Or †o

the customs a!1d p「ac{ices of each locality.

Humou「ous stories criticize feudal society, for instance the tales of A

I一(互of Ch(i(戒励み, and particulal-1y those ofT/7扉I7I’C/7〆y・ a POPular hero

両-ilar to D,-. Q亘y′7h (升(‘′7g Q亘y′7h) of the V申・ ¶e Khmer also have a

greal deal of fo丁k songs including lullこIbies, SOngS about work in the rice-

†’一C‘ld・ fishi11g,甲nnlng alld weav111g・ and songs related to rites aIld cere-

用ollies. Singlng lS always accompanied by music.



廿aditional K/′r7’f,/. muSic has undergone different influences but its iden置

tity 「em高lS・ There are 5-nOte and 7-nOte muSical scales. The orchestra

includes bro11Ze gOngS, leather drums, tambourines, WOOden flutes,

St「ingged inst「uments, a11d d boaトShaped zither called ′・∂n高子.

In geI「eral, †he K/mぐ,. love danclng. Many traditional dances reflec血g

the people’s dilily life are close to reality and thus wide-SPread throughout

the community.

Kh′7,C,/’Wri=ell lite「ature has existed since ancient times, The first works

Were reCOrded oll leaves ca=ed -¥・d ′/.`I aIld preserved at pagodas. Distinction

is made bc[ween -、・(行“’刷J,7g (S{ories), ・、-`白,・`‘ ’〆/ (SaCred history of the

Buddha and the高子/.`ハ)・ and ‘・`五・`l /b〆I7g (tales about morals influenced by

the Buddhist metempsychosis).

The ul-1que arChitectural style of magnificen=emples and pagodas testi-

fies to the talent of the Kh/77e/・ PeOPle.

The K/’′77件have a lol-g-Standing traditio-1 0f struggle agalnSt OPr)reSSion.

Shoulder to shoulder with the W年they waged several revolts agalnS=he

feudalist reglme, Particularly those a=he beginnlng Of the 19th century

under the Ieadership ofChauvai Kuy (1820) and Te Va S6m (1841) in廿a

C証During the French occupiしtion of SouthVietnam, the Khmer joincd the

liberation moveme一一口ed by T巾cmg Quyen, and after the fa= ofthis patriot,

they dCtive萱y pa正cI申ed in other anti-COIonialis† movemen†s.

B調"n億

回Denomincltion: Ba_n。.

0/her "ameS: Bo-nam, Roh, Kon Kde, Ala-

C6ng, Kpang C611g.

固Local sm副groups: To-16, Gio-long

(Y -1ong), Go-la「, Ro-ngaO, K「em

固popu看ation: 137,000

回しanguage: M6n-Khmer

回Area of habitation: K。n-tum, Binh

Dinh and Ph竜Yen provinces

回Materia○ ○ife

In the remote past, the Ba-na OCCuPied the

COaStal area of presenトday Quing Ng託and Binh

Dinh provinces, aS eVidenced from the Cham

inscriptions where they appear with the name

M(/(ん; they settled afierwards in the westem

mountain reglOnS.

The Ba-na音ive in wooden houses-On-Stilts with

thatched or tiled roofs. In each village, there is a

COmmunal house called /’∂/7g, Whose rema「kable

roof has two steeply rlSmg Surfaces, front and back.

It is the centre ofthe vi‖age’s cultural activity.



B(‘-I7(‘ meI「 Weil「 loillCloths llnd leave their upper torso naked when it is

Wam. Il「 COO看we油1el‾, they put On OVel‾ the head sho11 vests mこIde in the Same

wi-y描thOSe Ofthe E-de imd the Ml16-1g OfD訪L訪. whe書l it is very cold, they

cover thenlSelves with b量ankets. Wome1「 illso wear loilトCIoths which reaCh

down to the klleeS, ilnd vests similar to men’s. These game章ltS are mこ1de from

daI‾k-blue-dyed cottoll Which ciln be omamCI丁ted with tI-aditioIlal motifs, l“eal-

istic figures reflec血g ce血in描pects o川1e m鉦e「ia=ife ofthis e血1ic group.

¶1eil‾ 」eWellery coml証ses copr)er Or Silver eilmngS, neCklこlCeS州d ambzl11ds.

Sometimes, they weal- Chni11S Of multicoIoured glass beads.

Si-1Ce the俄‘-I7(‘ inhilbit ilt diffe「ellt il血udes, theI“e aI-e different paces of

eco11Omic al「d sociこ11 developmeIlt Of loc証ties. Besides milpas, terriしCed -

and more recently ill Certain localities, SしIbmel.ged - fields are illso found.

Slash○a一一d-bum cultivatio11 COI「Stitutes a continuous cycle with hoes dS

the main ag「-Cultu「ill imr,lemenl. D「y 「ields whe「e inlensive finlng IS P「としC-

tised lie in gei「e「iし喜alo11g st「eamS al「d l・ivers. The fa「mlllg †echniques a「e the

Silme aS ft)r SWiddeIl fields; la11d is never left fa11ow. Cultivation in

unpIoughed submerged fields began arou11d the end of the 19th centu「y and

begim11ng Of the 20th.

The B(‘-′7`‘ al-e good nt horticしIltしIre・ Some gardens grow several crops in

rotation; Others al’eしISed for growing just one subsidiary cereal crop, (com,

SWeet PO†atoes or mi喜量et), Or CaSh crops (COttOn, hemp言Ildigo or tobacco).

The life ofthe B・‘-/一`l is governed by ll tI一乙一ditio11al cycle: ten mOnths of agrl-

Cし血1rを11 prodしICtion and †wo mo11ths for festivals and varioし一S aCtivities (mar-

rlageS, l-er)alr Ol‾ COIIStruCtion of houses, makil「g CIothes, Or Visits to one’s

Pare1「tS and frie11ds)"

Animal husbandry lS rather developed. The herd of iしllimals and poultry

had bee11 1arge i11 the past. BしIt it fe= into declille in wartime and now has

bee11 l“eStOI’ed co萱1Side一●ably. O11 the contral’y, Crafts, POttery, melal-WOrk, bas-

ketry, WeaVing and so on) have never played a major role in the peOPle’s life.

¶1e B`/-/I`/ eXChange goods with Cham or Viet pedlars or use caravans to

Carry forest products to the market of the delta.

I11 the t「aditiollal B(/-/)(/ SOCiety, d11 valuable articles such as gongs, 」arS,

buffaloes, OXen, e鵜ephants alld horses were used as barters・ As a result,

u-1der the French domi11atio11, the piastre had little slgnificance.

画sociai and fami音y re音ationships

The ildmiIlistrative alld, at the same time, reSidential un正s the v川age

¥¥/heI.e the COmmuI「ity life sti= retこ1illS Ce11ain features of the zlnCient tribal

coI…1し111e. Each vi=こ1ge is estこIblished oil a defilled te一-ritory and the kl11d is

c(川1mOll PrOPerty.皿e members of the vi11age commuIlity are bound by

…Cii1=ns宜utiom, tl’adi(ional righ座, CustOmS, rituals and beliefs under the

t甲el-Vi高o-1 O白he T(加/,/dy (Chief of vi=age) and the K′.(, /)/dy (COunCil of

l`lしすcI`) ncting l-1 i-CCOrdance with †he prlnCiples of imCient military democ一

同Cy The centre of a= activities is the communal house, Which is also the

l「1eC白ng place of young men who tlre in charge of vi11age defence, and a

¥/′el↑し一e fol‾ festiva量s, CeremOnies, gameS lmd entertainments.

II- B`‘-′7(l Vi=ages, thel‾e al‾e SOme rich families. IIl 111OSt CaSeS, Wealth is

Crel`tCd through the gOOd organization of work and labour rather thaIl

血Oし1gh expIoitation∴meI‾e is a relative看y clear differentiation revea喜ed in

川e hil●i-1g Of work forces, the practice of usury, and the exis(ence in the past

o」∵士e「v乙IntS and slaves’’. It is to be noted that “servants∴種nd slaves” we「e

treilted as the equals of family members. ¶1ere Were `了了`・h or war prlSOnerS

w宜O, through negotiatioIl, had to renounce their vi11ages and fami音ies and

ndop同1OSe Of the master who had bough=hem; there were also ‘沼′77,

し1ebto一-S unab看e to pay ‘hei「 deb‘s and obliged ‘o wo「k fo「 ‘hei「 c「edito「s皿ti1

1i「e zll-「eal・S had been r)aid. Unde「 F「ench domination, SOme influential peo一

一,le e-1riched themselves thrOugh the expIoitation of their compat「iots"

BしI白!1 B`/弓7(l SOCiety, SOCial differentiation is no{ deep enough to bring

高oしIt n111ilgOnistic relations. Fu11hermore, the community spi「its has neve「

heeI丁Weakened, al-d the tr{一dition of mutua獲aid is perpe↑し1ated by the prac一

白ce o「 vi11age ・・twinnlng・・ to safeguard order and develop production.皿e

Ceremo11y Of twimllng lS COl「ducted with solemn swear and believed to be

所i「eSSed by ge`一ies・

【I=一・aditioIml villages, the B`l-/一`l lived iIl the extended family‥ the nし一Clear

l’両Iy uemm111g from the same dnCestOrS, men and wome申hey all lived

し巾del` the Same rOOf. With the passage oftime, this type offamily has split

il"o snldller families, Which remain cIose to the founder of the family" EこICh



family has its own home, but it may share with血ee or five others ofthe same

liIleage in a tr(lditiona=ong house. ¶1e P「OPer name Of an individual rhymes

With that ofhis direct ancestor. It has no parti。1e indicating sex or the name of

the li11eage, but it is associated with the name of the village to distinguish itl

from other homonyms so as to avoid namesakes in the same village.

The B(‘-/7(/ family is bilinear, aS married couples do not adhere to eithe「

Pat「ilocality or matrilocality; the choice of the fomer or the latter is merely

a question of conve11iellCe. The「e is also a ce11ain division of work: the hus-

band 「epresents the family in a11 vi=age affairs while the wife takes charge

of housework.

A young peop量e can take the initiative in marriage. The invoIvement of

ParentS On喜y is to ensure that the traditional prmCiples are respected. For

illStanCe, the prohibition against marrlage between descendants of the same

gra11dfather, grandmother or ancestor. The Bu-nu adopt monogamy. Rape,

incest and adultery are strictly condemned, and the fines go to the commu-

nal funds. Widows and widowers must wear moumlng attire for one year,

and if they wish to get re-mar「ied, they must perfom the “grave-abandon-

mg’’r血als with regard to their deceased spouses.

Children are the o切ect of general concem・ When a newbom is one

month old言t is customary to hold a ceremony ca=ed A/∂m doI7, during

Which the child’s earlobes are plerCed. If this is not done言n the event of

death the child will, aCCOrding to popular beliefs, be driven away by the

“evil genies of monkeys’land’’・ Once the earlobes are plerCed, the child is

COnSidered as a “fu= member’’of the community. This rite can be compared

to the Viet’s ritual of ``presentation of a child to the village’’・ No ceremony

is held for child「en who die with unplerCed earlobes.

The B(/-I7“ bury the dead in plrOgue-Shaped co冊ns made in advance and

kept under the floor of the house. Funerals are held in the house. In some

Places, the dead body is placed upright and tied to a comer ofthe house; but

generally, i白s laid on the floor, COVered with a blanket" Rice and other food

are offered to the dead for one or two days. Tb a=eviate their paln and grief,

the cIose relatives of the deceased hurt themselves with knives or fire or hit

their heads agalnS=he columns of the house, SOmetimes ki=ing themselves

unintentiona=y.

oll the mOしI11d m‘1「kiI「g the grave, the B`‘-/’`l build a hut with zl hedge. The

申VC-i-biしl丁dol-1ng Cel.emOny lS ilCCOmPa萱lied by zl great festival・皿c funer-

川1OしIse i症lte「 l・ebしIilt a11d decorated with motifs alld wooden statues" On

両OCC種Siol一, tlle de‘1d receive part of the family r)rOPerty (gongs言ars’

暗中OllS illld house-1Old utensils). For the B‘‘-/一`l, however’the fuI-eral house

上古ill. less言mpoI-tant血n for the Gi“「ai.

固spi「ituo○ ○ife

TllC religions beliefs al-d some my†hs ofthe B`/-′7`l are Similar to those of

両e other cthllic groups of Vietnam. In their animist uIliverse, the ba11yan

冊I ma11gO tl-eeS ill PagOdas a「e objects of cult.皿e kapok tree is co11Sidered

出‘ g…dian and serves as il PO-e of sacrifice i-1 the cou一-Se Of tlle Perfor-

剛IICe Of rites lmd ceremOnies. Each river, Water SOurCe, mOul-tain z‘nd for-

cst h描言ts ow1「 genie. Around the middle of the 19th century Christianity

間S i血Oduced into the B(/-/1(‘ COmmul「ity.嶋king advantage ofthe tensions

l,elween the B(I-/7(,, the X?J一郁/7g and the Gi(l-′・`‘亘he missionこ高es succeed-

ed ill COnVe血1g uP tO l ,000 people Christianity・ Even B`‘-,7(/ myths we「e fal〇

両ed for corroborating the Bible. Bu=he B`,-,7`‘ Christians in fact remain

「両皿両o their allimist beliefs to such an extent that Christianity has final-

1〉′ bcen more or less assimilated by the latter.

The B‘l臆′’`l POSSeSS a rich literary and artistic treasure which reflects the

岬eCtS Ofa society with developlng Class differentiation.皿eir collection of

l-「yths imd epICS, Which has not yet been fully studied・ is pilrticulこIrly impor〇

五時「「一1e SmZlll part we have revealed shows a plethora of genies who,

thOし1gh not m種king up an elaborate pantheon, teStify′ tO the dime11Sions of n

祐一用‘ COSmOIogical concepts from the most remote antiquity. It also con一

一こ一iI1絡many histo「ical figures who’through ora=radition’have become leg-

elld三一「y PerSOnageS. StorleS, folksongs, traditio11al music and ul-1que dances

用exr)reS=he age-Old col-CePtions of life and the joy of living.皿e 「しIdi-

一丁le-1tary muSicこ11 instruments made from sto書-e Or bamboo・ Can be vitalized

thlて)しIgh the hands of B`/-/7`‘ muSicians to produce delightful melodies. B`‘-

/一`I dances aIld the decor証ve motifs on their fab「ics in geometric p種ttems



are stylized images of natu「al phenomena and the activities of a society of

hunters’Which is completely di任erent from that of the famers on the plain.

¶1e aeSthefro sense ofthe B“-/7`‘ is also expressed in their umque WOOd carv-

1ngS, in the extraordinary decorations on their communal houses, and on

bamboo or rattan implements.

As one ofthe prmCipal ethnic groups in the T急y Nguyen’the Ba-na en」Oy

the respect and trust of their neighbours. Xo-ddng

回Denomination: Xo-dang.

0/her "ameS: Hding, Kmr合ng, Conlan, Brila.

回smaIl loccIl groups: Xo-teng

(Hding), Mo-n含m, To-dra (To-tr狛Ca-dong,

Ha-1ang, Chau,嶋Tr5 (Ta Tri)

回popuIation: 97,000

回Language: M6n-Khmer

回Area bf hqbit億tion: Kontum, Quang

Nam, Quing Ngal provinces.

The Xo-d如g are an indigenous people, SOme

having settled in Cambodia and Laos" According

to oral tradition, in the past, the劫-露ng inhabited

in a reglOn fu血er to the north before moving to

their present area of habitation.

回Material Iife

The X?・-露ng live in long large houses-On-Stilts

made of wood or bamboo, With rectangular

thatched roofs. The floor is about one metre above

the ground.皿e prlnCipal door opens upwards like

a blind window, in the centre of the front of the

house. There is an elevated drying yard outside



thc dool.. Thc ladder to thc door is d tl・CC trunk with stcps cut into it. Houses

al.C built around a communal house l。CatCd in thc middlc ofthc vi=agc‘ Mcn

WCar loindoths and tしIrbans on their heads, With thc cnds of thc turbans

touching down to thcir nccks. Whcn it is cold, thcy kccp thcmsclvcs warm

With blankcts" Woman wcar pagnes, Oftcn high cnough tO COVCl・ thcir chCds.

Thcy zllso Icavc thc uppcr r)art Ofthcir bodics nakcd a=imcs, but wcar short

VCStS Whcn it is cold・ Only tcn years ago womcn dresscd likc mcn,

The者J-(7‘iI7g mi111y pl-i-Ctise swidden cu旺vation, eXCeP=hose who seト

t!ed iIl the EilSterll are鉦md now cultivate riceイields. It should be noted that

the M(勅`in nre not f州niliar with swiddell filrmlllg alld they pr。Ctise点cしIlti-

Vatio-1 by fire an「d water’,・ Their work i一一VOIves maiIlly tummg OVer the soil

With hoes・ then havillg i=rampled by bしIffaloes after wate「ing with gutters

and rudimei「tary “barl-age浩which i‘l‾e SOmetimes 」uSt a rOCk placed i1=he

midd萱e of the stl-eこ1m tO diver=he flow. Rice-grOWlng m Submel-ged flelds

has been developlng amOng the X,・-証7′7g fo吊Ome time.

HorticしIlture plays il11 impol・tant role, hz-Vl11g a Wide range of extensively

Cultivated species :lnd coI「Sti…ing a maJO「 SOurCe Of food. It also reduces

the time speIlt Oll food-gathering. Livestock-raislng lS fllso welトdevelor)ed,

With sizeable herds of cattle. Hunting remail「S however, a POPula「 occup。-

tio11 Which provides some variation i-1 t萱le PeOPle,s daily diet.

Handicrilfts are 「udimentary. Woven c看oth alld bamboo objects are

血ended prlmarily for family use. O-11y the To・-証`; group has skl11ed black-

Smiths thallks to the ol・eS aVailable iI「 the locality・ And they can produce even

Steel. In general’40 to 50 vi11ages of the Ta高説have 60-70 forges which

tum out farmmg lmP喜ements to meet local requlrementS and large interre-

glOnal mil「kets"

皿el.e is practically no trade. Barter is an essential form of exchange.

固soci〇〇 and family re-qtionships

At the end ofthe 19th century, When social classes were {lPPearmg in党,-

硫I7g COmmunity, fo「elgn invasions upse=he traditio11al orgl-nization of

SOCiety. The u-1it of settlement was the ‘′illage (I,/(項, a POPulこItioll Centl・e

(叫I・islllg m…y llOし一SeS und compnrable to the hamlet of the Viet.

(証l…ies, Wilter StOrilge ftlC出ies・ the communi11 house’Cemetery’hun血g

時1ヽ言しIld sectio-1S Of rivers or stI・e{1mS We「e also part Of the vi=age. A vil〇

時e Wi‘ngenerally surroui「ded by forest and is ser)ar種ted from neighbourlng

白亜IgeS by il ki-1d ofllO-mall,s land which belonged to no o-1e.

ThC /’/()'らOr i-t leas=he residential ilrea, Wl‘S P「Olected by a hedge 「iddled

¥用1 t11‘PS, SPearS, Stakes, a11d with only one entry gate" Adults were grouped

直) m亜ary units. Unm証ed young men often stayed in the communal

l「0しISe With their i‘rmS, always rezldy to fight and defend the vi=age flgaiIISt

判じmyこ血1Ck・

The Vi=flge Chief zし11d the COuIICil of e喜ders∴Settle all vi11age zlffairs ill

く1CCOI.d肌ce with custom based on the pmCir)1e of democratic centralism. In

冊C描e Of an imr)Ort油mlltter, a meeting of a= vi=agel-S・ both male 。nd

r…lille言held to discしISS i=o reach u11animity ln the decision. ¶1e Vi=こlge

`1「1e白s entI.しISted with the task of taking chとしl-ge Of the imr)1emel-tation・

Mcmbers o白he v亜`ge hiしVe the righ=o owllerShip and utilisation of

、困1-…d-bum la!1d, :一nd描-ble glしrdens and ricefields - fallowl11g the prln-

cll)le ‥ei‘Ch persol- has the righ=o en」Oy the fI.uits of their hbour’’"

l江e「ields ilre in a11y CaSe l「egOti:lble :皿Ong the members of the s三一me Vil-

恒eこ…yOne Who leaves the v川age must glVe back a旧hei「 lこmd, for the

-1gh=O OWnerShip IS granted only to the members ofthe community.

暮旧he V岨Ige, the rich, POOr, a11d very poor co-habit on an equal foo血g.

し一boしl一- eXPIoit証on doe=lOt eXit; loal-S are granted withou白nterest, and

古壷Iy workers ei皿rei-SO11able wages"皿e rich are respected as they h:1Ve il

し、oI一高Ielilble klbour force and c細conduct frequent ceremollies of s{一Crifices

岨I ol・糾nize fdsts for the whole vi=age. On theSe OCCを一Sious, the rich fam〇

両e、 hoId a disr)1ay ofthei一・ gOngS,」arS, buffaloes and so on. They also have

、eI’Vunt"lild slaves who :1re, howcvel-, treilted as members of the family・

小d, When old el-OしIgh il11d havll↑g the l-equired 。r)t血de・ the latter may

用el「1油vcs become vi=乙‘ge Chiefs or military commandel、.

I一一i-11el.-V川と1ge rel:一tio11S, equnlity prevails. Whether rich or poor・ large o「

ヽ一一1川, O-1e Vi11age IleVel. imposes its will o-1 Othe「s and neveI- WIPeS Out eithe「

「一、ie一一dly or enemy villこlgeS. Inte「-Villこ-ge Wi-rS Were fl-equent ir- Xo-ding

ヽ0|`lety il- the p描t und i‘lmost c…Sed the disilltegrこ高on of the early com-



munity, Wa「s were further aggravated by the trade in slaves, Which was

PraCtised by the Siamese. In fact, these wa「s we「e motivated at the begin-

nlng by a “spiritual’’need - the need to capture a prlSOner and make him a

SaCrifice to the genies in the hope of achievlng PrOSPerity and health.

Gradua獲ly they acquired a more mercantile purpose: tO take more prlSOnerS

for cross-border sale. Those bloody conflicts could eradicate hundreds of

Vi=age names during about 100 yearsト

In the vi11age, eaCh long house is intended for an extended family, (SOme-

times, including several generations). There may be parents on the both

Sides, Widows, OrPhans, SWear-bound “brothers’’and oId friends. The fam主

Iy head is designated as “chiefofthe roof” (Or Ofthe house). Sma看l families

living under the same roof work together and en」Oy tOgether the fruit of their

labour. Paddy is kept in a common pool, then distributed to families accord-

1ng tO their needs・ Besides such provisions and animals reared jointly by the

COmmunity, eaCh family has small livestock and a pIot of land in the garden

Or Of slash-and-bum land cultivated mainly for daily necessities. The

nuc量ear family may leave the extended one to fom a household.

The XoLddng family is bilinear, a fom of family organization character-

ized by the absence of a family name. AJわLdd′7g PrOPer name COnSists

Ofonly one word with a prefix indicating the sex (A for men, y for women).

Among the Cc/-Jo17g ln Sa Thay, marrlage is forbidden between people

Observing the same taboo.

Equality between men and women is rcspected. Likewise, there is no dis一

tinction between the children of a couple and step-Children, between the.

Children of a family and adopted children, Or between boy cousins and girl

COuSins. Fratemization through swearlng lS a COmmOn CuStOm Of name-

Sakes, Of the people of the same age, Or in the same situation. The persons

COnCemed consider themselves brothers of the same bloodline and marrlage

between their descendants is prohibited.

皿e matrimonia=radition of the XZ7“-ddng reflects the change from the

dual to the triple matrimonial systcm. Young pcople ofthc same generation

and are not descended from the same ancestor can marry each other. They

form the "ho/7g Oh or dd oh (matrimonial groups) and consider themselves
“brothers and sisters’’. Two a11ied families are inclined to strengthen their

時With other unions’Which leads to frequent marrlageS by exchange,

lulesS they are not earnestly desired. On the other hand言ftwo or more fam-

‘11C江ave matrimonial relations with a thi「d one, marrlage between thelr

11c圃1dants is forbidden. Due to the small population of each village and the

「し1Ct that each family is often allied to several others (Obligations required by

川的m arise therefrom)言t happens that a young man or woman Can remain

ヽl11gleし111ti1 30 0r 40 years of age. Here, We Can See anOther motive for inter-

¥出し-ge COuPling which allows matrimonial exchanges.

画spi細itu調音life

皿e splritual life of the XZ揃ng adheres to the cycle of agrlCultural pro〇

°uction. Rituals of a religious nature are concentrated in two periods‥ the

血e of land working and a11otment of slash-and-bum land, and harvest

time. Other ceremonies and festivities such as weddings, COnStruCtion of a

lleW house, SaCrificing ofa buffalo and so on are held during the two months

between two agricultural cycles. The annual rituals of the cult of Mother

Rice are observed by the chief of the roof.

The idea of a God-Creator does not exist among the Xb・一dd,7g・ However,

they believe in the existence of genies’Who perform each speciflC function.

丁he importance of the functions val-ies but they arc independent from one

川other. Other customs∴Stem from superstition: abandonment of graves,

川ocation of property to the dead・ Outdoor childbirth and others.

The artistic and literary heritage of the XZJ-d`活g lS abundant・ The oral

llter{一ry traditions have been pub喜ished in collections while fofk songs and

(l冊ces have been brought to the stage. During festivities・ Various games and

en¥ertainments take place.

***



H「台

固Denominotion: H.e.

Other "ameS: M()i D4 Vzich, Cham-re, Moi

LしIy, ¶1Z-dl Bfch, Moi So章I Ph6ilg.

固populationこO¥′er 94,000

固Longuoge: M6n-Khmcr

固Area of hobitation: Qud11g Ng鉦Ild

Blnh DiIlh prOVillCeS

固Mqteria=ife

The Hr4 1ive ill houses-OIl-s刷ts, the flooI-S

bejng about lm above the groしInd" 「me stilts mzlde

Ofwood ilre rOughly cut州d r)lとl萱lted directly i-1 the

gI-OuIld" Each end of the tor) O白he hoしrse is deco-

rated with a柄/I(鉦(hOms Ofthe hOuSe) which is

actuil=y iln eXteI「Sion ofthe main raf[eI二¶1e hOuse

is divided into three parts: the lefi-hand section is

reserved for mell and also serves as a sitting寸OOm

(c種lled //高所′互Eilting llnd other family ilCtivities

SuCh as bzISke† miしkil-g, kl-ife-ShilrPelllng and so o-1

tilke pIzICe there. The right-himd section (iI7/J

(/()の母) is l‾eseI・Ved fol- WOmeIl ilIld housework.

Diffel・eI漢t hddeI-S Icad to the inh chin and the i1漢h

doo11g Which Onen hiしVe llO W川s but fll.C SCPaI.ated



from the ce-1tral part or interior ofthe house ′`‘ /7訪7 by pa血ions with com-

municating doors (n7`沈) through [he midd喜e. In the /C’,’pn7, the hea皿, the

mortar for rice-husking dnd the family,s other prope「ty are kept. It is also

the commo喜l bedroom for a= the family membel‾S.

The gaments of the勅ゼ(omaments included) are reminiscent ofthose of

their neighbourlng grOuPS eXCePt for woInen’s headgear and skirts. H′ゼ

women cover their heads with white kerchiefs in the Chdm mamer. They

wea「 dark indigo skirts with very detailed embroidered decorations. The skirt

is made of two strips of cIoth sewn together lengthwise. The horizontal seam

rounds the legs, making it l∞k as if they wore two overlapping skirts.

The staple food of the H肩is rice grown with the same techniques and

tooIs as the V諦on the plains. They also practise slash-and-bum cultivation’

fishing, animal husbandry, fruit gathe「ing, hunting・ basketry and weavlng.

They adopted a sedentary lifestyle very early.

回sociaI and fami看y re看ationships

The village of the H,.4, an autOnOmOuS SOCial unit, is important・ and some-

times illCludes up to 100 families. The vi11age chief, elected by the villagers,

must be of a certain age, and have I-Ot Only the required mora看virtues but also

the necessary knowledge and considerable wealth. In all vi‖ages, One Can fi11d

a ft)rtune-teller who takes charge of the perfomance of 「ituals and ceremonies,

a reconciliation judge responsible for the settlement of disputes within the com-

munity and extemal relations’Plus a number of courageous and strong young

PeOPle ski1看ed in handling t「ad証onal weaponS for village defence.

The village controIs fa=ow lands, forests, rivers, rOads・ Sand dunes and

water sources. Private property lS a We11-aCCePted concept. The purchase and

sale of fields and slash-and-bum land takes place among the inhabitants of

the village and with strange「s"

Social diife「entiation is clearly seen among the H,ゼ, Creating more or

喜ess separate strata: the /,′・00/7g Or k`‘/7 are rich, the /dl,ん; have an easy life’

thep`’are POOr, and the /’00′7g Or詔`・h are insoIvent debtors obliged to work

for their creditors; the /,I・00/7g and /‘与, kd possess servants and exploit them.

In H’.〆society, the nuclear family is becomlng mOre POPular, but vestiges

of the extended family sti= remain and the change to patrilineage is not yet

complete’Which is evident什om various aspects of family life. Parents are

汀eこ1ted on ↑he same footing whethe「 they are on the patemal or matemal

高de. When ↑he inherited property is divided, nO aCCOunt is taken of the sex

of the children, but a larger share is allocated to the child who takes ca「e o「

the parents (generally the youngest)・ After marriage, a yOung COuP看e can live

、I′ith either the husband,s o「 wife,s family, unless they prefer to have their

own ser)arate home. It should be noted that patrilocality (a=east during the

鉦st years after ma「riage) is becoming more popular. The Hr4 are monoga-

1mOuS. Adultery, lnCeSt’divorce and so on are condemned by customs which,

instead, enCOurage leviratical and sororatical practices. Early marrlage, Very

common in the past, has now yet been abandoned.皿e H′・〆accept inter-

milr「lage W皿other ethnic g「oups. For them’marrlage neVer has the nature

of il Pu「Chase as with some other ethnic groups. The role ofthe go-between

is very lmPOrtant in marrlage, although young people prefer now to choose

fo「 themselves their future partners, generally with the concur「ence of their

p。relltS.皿e wedding ceremony is held either at the bride’s and the bride-

gl-OOm,s (for conveniencc) with the ritual of tying a thread round the heads

o白he couple, Which is believed to`be able to cement their union・ ¶e

cxchange ofa betel quid and a bowI of alcohol by the young couple in the

r)reSenCe Of the two families has the same slgnificance.

圃spiritua○ ○ife

K`/ (lho了and k`‘ /訪are two popular tunes that the H,.〆Sing during both

看eisure and work, Or at meetings between young men and women. They

$Ometimes have a moral content. H/ゼmusica=nstruments include drums,

Stl壷g inst「uments, the longitudinal flute (tu/id), the transversal flute

(柄g/`‘), the勅訪I・u一,`/らthc H/ゼharp I・d/?g /7g6らthe励在(a dual bamboo

lしIbe which is sounded with the air produced by hands clapping), and the

(宜′7g ku/`/ (literally mea11ing a bamboo gong) which gives meta=ic

持0unds.



The #/’`出lVe正oI-g history ofputriotic struggle. They particl申ed in the

TAy Sor「 mOVement (l掴e 1 8th ccIIfしIry)言md i1=he n11ti-COIolli掴st resi証l1「Ce

(l証e I9th cc11血y)・ The B{l ToしIr)risi11g言-11 important stnge ill the

Vie血一meSe I.eVOlしItion took lつ1こ-Ce Ol一山e H肩teI-l-ito「y.

The /1肩cn血s圧ur)el-1血u「こ-1 「ol-CCS W冊{he r)rOteCtiol"lgこ1mS{ cal。mi-

ties il一一d er)idcmics言l一一d offel当hem sl-Cr肝ices fo「帖s pしIrPOSe. They zllso l-ely

OIl the ancestol.最‘n‘1 ge-1ies言1il〔1 perform the I-血とIIs of l-rと‘ymg fol・ gOOd h{ll・-

Ve油, PeilCe ilI「d prosr)el“ity.

C○○h〇

回Denomination: C。_h。

固smcI" locol groups: Xl-e, N6r) (T¥l

N6r)), Co-don, Chil, To十ing, L布(Lんoh)

固popu寡cItion: over 92,000

固Language: M61十Khmer

固A「eo of hqbitation: Mainly t-1e high-

1and of Lam D61-g :111d several other areas of

Bl11h ¶1u釦v, NiIlh　¶1u帥　and Khまnh Hoa

r)rOVi I「CeS.

¶1e C(JL/70 Settled long ago i-1 their prese11t area

Of h r掠a†ion {l11d they hllVe CIose historicl正e萱か

tio冊with othcr c山肌ic gl.OuPS Sr)eakillg Mi正lyO-

Po!ynesi… la!「guilgeS - the C/7くれC/用-l・//. R(/-

g/(/i imd others. ¶1e t「ilCeS Of‘ Co-ho habi†ation

are fou11d along Natiollal Roこしd No 20,什om the

Bi¥o L6c to Di Linh plateaux’then o萱「 the sIopes

lei‘dil-g tO the Lallg Bia11g r)lateiluX.

圃IVlateria漢Iife

The Co-ho house is rcctilngul乙1r, built on s唖s

alld i一正一bited by il lこIl・ge family. Some are 20-30m

loilg and 3-3.5m wide with floors口.5m above



the ground. The什amework is made ofwood, the 「oofofthatch’Partitions and

wa=s of bamboo, alld the floor of natte!1ed bzlmboo. It is held together i11 an

upright position thanks to bol↑s and ties. The X毒have recently adopted new

techniques of assembly, nailing, and bolting; they also use tenons and mor-

tise 」Oints. Of late, houses made of bricks, rOOfed with corrugated iron-Sheets

O「 With tiles and bui旧eve喜with the ground have come inlo bcing.

Co-ho women wear pagnes and have ve「y tight, Short vests on like a

Pu=over; aS jewe=ery, they we{一r ea「rlngS, earlobe rmgS, bracelets and cop-

Per Or tin necklaces. Glass bead necklaces and ivory pieces (sometimes quite

large) cut into earlobe rings are also popular"

Men wear loinc.1oths and long vests reaching down to mid-thigh which

they slip on over the head. In summer, they leave their torso naked言n win-

ter they cover themselves with blankets.

The Co,-ho cultivate rice on slash-and-bum land, (One harvest per year),

uslng traditiona=echniques - Clearing the land, burmng the bし1Shes, and pしIt-

ting seeds into holes. After two harvests, the land is l∈宙fa11ow for ten years.

The cultivation of rice in submerged fields is common among the X毒and

the Ld('h・ The latter has a system of canals and ditches to bring water to the

fields which they look a丑er carefu=y. They also use the method of “direct

sowmg,,, the seeds being scattered directly onto the fields without passlng

by the seedbeds and withou=he need for transplan血g. The Ch了=ead a

nomadic life and practise swidden famlng. Bu=hey have begun to gradua上

1y adopt the sedentary or semi-Sedentary mode of life thanks to their culti-

va{ing submerged fields. The Co-ho who fo1low slash-and-burn famlng’

pick the ears of paddy with their hands while those who cultivate fields cut

them with sickles and beat them on the spoし

In many localities, the Cd-ho have succeeded in swidden farming’Culti-

vating severa喜successive crops・ Meanwhile, the Mq, for instance, have to

prepare new cultivable land every year" Harrows have been introduced in

some places instead of clearing land by bumlng" This shows that the Co-ho

are accepting the method of dry-CrOP Cultivation.

Gathered forest products constitute a good source of income, in addition

to hunting and fishing as the main ways of supplementing the people’s diet.

Gardelling lS nOt a StrOng POint of the C。-ho・

Besides rice’COrn’beans, gOurds and watemelons, COttOn and tobacco

iしl‾e also g「own; SuCh f「uit trees as papaya, banana, jackf「uit and pineapple

証e becommg mOre COmmOn.

Co†tage i11dustry (basketry, WeaVing and so on) keeps the CoLho busy

dしIl壷g the intervals of the 。grlCultural cyc萱e. Pottery has reached a 「emark-

{‘ble level of technical development among the Xr〆, While the N印oifer

exce]lent blacksmiths.

固soc軸qnd fcImily rel億tionships

The ChiI ofien live in small groups on mountain sIopes; eaCh group IS

COmPOSed of families bound by matrilineal ties. Several groups form a /,OI7

(Vlllと1ge). The X’〆and Ld`.h are rice growers and live in fixed areas of habi-

t証on in relatively stab音e vi=ages on the Di Linh and the Lang Biang

PI種teaux. Most Co-ho villages are neighbour communities.

A Iong house is shared by an extended family which includes several nuclear

OlleS. Each of the latter has its own production equlPment, land and rice grana〇

一-ies’but these aI℃ all unde「 the authority of an elderly person known as the初I7

/)`/′′g・皿e long house is the basic unit of organization of the traditional society.

The head ofho′7 is a k,‘aI7g bo′7 (elected by the council of初′甲ang) who

hi‘ndles aII village affairs.皿e coIonial administration made good use of this

tr:lditional social organization: the初c’′7g bo′7 (renamed the勅ou bon) was

岬in charge of tax collection of corv6e.

Relations between the nuclear families living under the same roof are

gOVe「ned by the splrit ofcommunity. Even when the stores ofgrain are kept

《甲a「ately, any family membe「 may always have access to a-1y Of them.

皿e x,.〆, Nみand Chi/, maintain a direc=ine of communication; the

I lght to private property is glVen aCCOrding to considerations which helps the

一十se of social differentiation.

When a young co-ho girl has found the man she wants to marry, She

用forms her parents of the fact. The latter call on a go-between without for-

きettir漢g to obtain the agreement of the matemal uncle" A copper bracelet and

n glass bead neckIace are offered to the family ofthe young man at the mar-



rlage r)一・Ol,OSlll ccremOlly・ The ttccer)tilnCe Of these offeI・ings is syl10nymOuS

with i-gl-eeme一一t. Afte=he Weddillg, the b「ideg一・OOm StayS Wi'h his wife’s

family whose mme Will be glVe両O their childre章l・ If爪e wife dies yoし1ng,

岨e hしISbi…d m‘1y ti`ke hel- yOuIlger Sister i-1 rePlacement, nOt neCeSSarily

w証一1gしIntil the e-1d ofthe mouI.1…g Period.

The body of the dece描ed member of the fu血1y is washed i`nd pu白n a

coffin書証lO=owed-OしI=l-ee trしmk. It is kept ln the house foI- a few di-yS With

rice ilS Offeri一一g and thel- is tI-こ一11叩O11ed iIl-o the forest for burial.皿e deful「Ct

of the洲ne f…1ily ilre Ofte]一bu「ied ill il l虹ge common gr{一Ve. Five or six

ye批正ue一- {he bu萱・i三一1, the I.血al of点grilVe ilbillldonlI「g白is conducted aI-d il

f…eral house is built :¥tOP the mound

固spirituoi音ife

¶le Co・-/)の∴ll-e i111imists who believe ill the existellCe Of NdlI, both the

God Cre:1tOr Of the universe i‘nd the PrOteCtOr Of human beiI丁gS" UIlder him

is the whOle pan{he〇一一Of y‘l/,g gel-ies, eaCh of them representing a naturz-1

force or o切ect (the sun, the moon, mOuntaiIIS, rice-Wine jal‾S and rice stores,

etc.). Ei¥Ch Co-ho fu11ily choses a y`/昭for worshipping as i(S guilrdian

genie. The C(,-/7C) also practise the cult of ancestors whose spirits a「e rer)re-

sented by描nely ci-rVed bo{`rd, ((.CH一(/のPlこ一Ced above the entranCe door to

the hoしISe. Ill COIoniill times, mimy C‘’-/′0 1ivi-1g m Or I-ear u「ban areas were

collVerted to C鉦holicism ol- PI・OteStantism, bu=hey did not completely

I-ei「OしI11Ce their anCieIlt beliefs.

The C種tholic mission乞lries invented a romanised Co-ho scrlP=O fac亜ate

theiI. CVこ一ngClizatiol‥1S e証y 。S the begin…1g Of the 20th century. But their

imp:一Ct O一一the masses was iI「Slgnificilnt. O「a=y transmitted from genera(ion

to ge11eration, the fo漢k cしIlture of the C(手ho has been preserved to date.

Pi血cuk‘rly, t漢「e lyrical poems ′`研7 /,/`‘, are Very famous for the intemal

重muSic of theiI- VerSeS. Mol.eOVer, the Cc),臆ho are one of the ethnic gI‾OuPS in

岨e Vie血m’s Westcm pl乙IteauX, WhOSe traditiom喜da11CeS nre an integ「al

r)こIrt Of their l血と11s zmd ceremOnies. ¶1eir musica=nstruments illClude cop-

r)er gOngS, tl-umr)etS, bi‘mboo ¶utes, bu什alo homS, and s証11ged illSt一-umelltS.



Mn6ng

回Denomination: Mn6ng

回sma= loca音gl.OuPS: Ga「, N6ng, Chil,

Kuenh, Dfp, Biet, Prang, Preh, Rlam, S古6,

Bu-dang, Bu-Deh

回popu音otion: 67,000

回しcInguage: M6h-Khmer

回Al.ea Of habitat盲on: Da。 Lえ。 。nd

Lam D6ng provinces.皿e M′7∂ng settled very

early in the T含y Nguyen Highland. ¶1eir con-

gene「s dlso live iI- Cambodia.

回Mclte細io1 1ife

The Mn6ng vi11age is generally established at

the fooI o「 a mouIltain, by a river, a Stream, Or a

漢ake which supplies water for daily use.

Many Mn6ng groups live in houses bui喜=evel

with the ground (the N∂ng, G“’., P,‘d,7g, P,’c,h and

Si-子のand retain d g「eat many t「aditional chaI“aC-

te「istics. Meanwhile言he houses-On-Stilts of the

R楊I77 and the Chi/ are more or less faithful repro-

ductions of those of the E-d4, their closest neigh-

bou「s. The inteI・ioI- a「!-angeme11t is also the same.

In general, the Mn6ng house is mostly 20 to 30m (SOmetimes, 40m) long.

Houses buil=eve喜with the ground are wider, With the entrance door in the

loIlgeSt Side. Houses-On-S亜s are lo11ger; the entrance and exit doors open-

i'1g tO the什ont.

Even in houses buil=evel with the ground, the 「ice store is situatedjust

ilbove the hearth - Place for family gatherings. The houses of the M/7∂ng G(’/’

hAVe thatched roofs reaching almost to the ground, and vaulted doorways.

Ul証l recently, the Mn6ng ln remOte reglOnS S剛ate with hands, the food

co-「tこ‘i11ed in bamboo tubes. Nowadays plates and bowIs are widely used. At

l-OOr一, the M′7∂〃g G`‘,. eat rice cooked in earthen pots, genera音ly with sour

OOしIP- When they are working on milpas, this soup IS Carried with them in

goul-ds. Their ordinary diet inc量udes salt, dried fish, Small game and all

ki萱「ds of wild vegetables. They rear certain animals (buffaloes, Pigs, Chick-

e11買l11d ducks) but mainly, the sacrifice-making purpose.

AIc‘Ohol is a drink of prlmary neCeSSity. Tbbacco is also smoked widely.

The M17∂17g have thei「 incisors filed and their earlobes stretched for wear-

iI-g OmamentS, (mortar-Shaped o切ects made of ivory; Short pieces of shiny

yellow bamboo, Pieces of valuable wood, and so on). They also have their

teeth palnted black for chewlng betel.

M/′初g men genera看ly wear loincIoths and leave their uppe「 torso naked;

WOmen Wear CaPeS Which reach down to their ankles. For both men and

WOmen, VeStS are Slipped on like pu1書overs, but those wom by men fal=o

mid-thighs while those worn by women are short and we=-fitting.

LoincIoths and vests are made of bands all embroidered or woven in tradi-

白oun漢pattems on a dark indigo background.

The M/7∂′7g are fond ofjewellery: neCklaces, eamngS and bracelets made of

COPPe「, ti-1 Or Si看ve「 Women pa正cularly like neck看aces ofglass beads.皿e cop-

I)er b「acelets seen on the wrists of almost all M′7∂ng a「e reminde「s of the ritual

Of 8{一Crifice or swear-bound friendship. Sometimes, they symbolize a prayer to a

ge11ie or a promise between lovers.皿e back-basket carried everywhere by the

材〃()I7g, Whether golng tO WOrk or visiting friends, COntains everything they

lleed・ Buffaloes are used as draughトanimals; iI「 SOme richer families, elephants

冊d ho「ses are employed instead・ Pirogues constitute to be the only means of

tl‘唖r)Ort On rivers and streams which are often abunda-1t in rapids.



Tlle M/所帯are i`lso thOSe high-lこmdel-S WhoしISe hoes fol- ilgrlCulturi‘1 p「0-

dしICtioI「. The Slash-aIld-bしIm method is predomimnt ill their fa「mmg.

SしIbmel-ged fields al.e Cultivated ollly by l-eOr)le living neilr rivers, uteamS,

a-1d klkes. Sticky rice is I.al.ely grown whereilsthe st叩le food is o一・dillary

rice・ Com、 SWeet POt種tOeS :l-1d c描Si‘∨最Il.e g「OWn as Subsidii-ry CrOPS.

Livi-1g m i=eglOl- Ofb描-1tic soil' the M,’0照Create milp{一S O11 hi=s-lopes

o「 at the 「OOt Of mou-1t‘高lS" TheseいsIopl11g“’clearmgS re甲Il・e血` P「e甲ra-

tio11 for cし直ivatiol「 than those o11 leve=el‾r乙1ill.

EilCh yel‘r, the choice of l:…d fo「 cu喜tivatio11 is decided by the vi=こlge

chief imC同so by the heilds of f肌1ily.

AfieI・ tun冊g uP the soil imd bummg Offthe grass, the M/7初g put seeds

証o the holes imd pray for pror)itious weatheI∴ SillCe there is plenty of kmd

a11d the population is smal口he M諦,′g are in the main self畠l珊cieI「t in

fbod.

Agricultura=mplemelltS餌e few言11Cluding the ‘,i4/一(lollg CurVed knife)

for cutting grilSS, the axe fo「 fe岨1g t「eeS, the hoe with a co萱lVeX edge for

tu一・11111g uP the soil, the iron-tipped stick fol・ digglng holes・ the rake for

uprootillg Weeds, and the sickle for harvesting. Seeds are kept ill large bam-

boo tubes.皿e eilrS Of r)こIddy a「e picked by hands alld the grこ1iI「 StOred in the

house, the yard, Or Oll milr)aS. The M,1初g make mllXimum use of buffaloes

-1Ot aS d「augh由nimals but to treiしd the soi喜in submerged fields before trans-

plaI「ting. Seed beds a「e p「epared oIle mOI-th before transplanting; the prun-

1ng Of rice pl種I-tS tO Stimu喜乙lte grOWth is s刷hn unfamiliar technique.

On milpllS, Paddy is grown in rotation with co「n, SWeet POtatOeS・ gOurds・

and watel-melons.

E{しCh vi11と一ge WOl畠certain a「eilS O† 1a-1d withiI「 its boundi`「ies"

Handicrafts arc not wc=-deve喜oped,血ended chiefly for family needs. The

M/筋7g are real a証sts in we種vl-1g, embl-Oidery,爪e prlntillg Of decorative

patte「ns on cIoth, basketry and some others. Iron-WO「k serves to produce

agrlCultura=mplements.

Thc hunting al-d domesticatioll Of elephalltS is wel喜-developed among the

M,7∂,7g, eSpeCially in Eas申nnd B{ln D6n, for ivory transportation and trade.

Until ve「y I-eCel「t喜y, the prmCIPを一1 mode oftrade ofthe M/7初g m the areas

far away from communication 「outes had been barter.

画social and family relationships

Mll釦g society lS証= matr出IeZl=n mi-ny aSPCCtS. After milmこ1ge, the

m川・ied coしIr)le c… 1ivc with the husbzmd’s oI- Wife’s f肌1ily, howeveI‘,

lll:正Ioci亜y lS r)referilble. ¶1e Side which receives the couple nftcl‾ their

¥¥′eddillg muSt illCuI- the gI’eとIter r)a「t Of the cost of the marrlnge. Child「en

血e thC hmily n:lme Ofthe mother、 Vestiges oflevil‾ate Zlnd sorol.乙lte Can証ll

he `een. The lluCleus ofsociety is the family or the ma証line(一口tlmily com-

m川1e. Its membeI‘s belong to two or three (l-こ1rely more than血‾eC) clこm詰md

「o…1 Wh証is kllOW11 aS a “COmmunity of neighbou「s’’. The vilIこlge Chief is

c川ed RI71行who himd音es zl11 community affairs. The vi=こlge has its wilter

ヽOしIrCe, Cemetery言1rZlble hlld dnd residential llrea.

皿e PrOCeSS Of diifeI‾entiation betweel=he rich alld the pooI’hilS begun.

Bし血1O Slgll Of exr)loita(ion has as yet been 「ecorded.

The dead are bu「ied. The coffin has the approxima†e shilPe Of a buffalo.

The M/′(症g do not organize funerals zlnd they abandon the graves one yeilr

・血i‾山e burii11. ¶1ey build a fu11eral house on the mOund and decol‾ate it

¥両h Cill‾Ved wooden figures or varied pattemS Pa11「ted in bhCk, red or white.

固spritua○ ○ife

The MII初g believe i11 deities which are genera漢ly associated with agrl-

C血l一、c. ¶1ey also worship the elephant genie, but the生Mother of Rice’’

rem高一自he mOSt Ofte-1 invoked deity.

The life l看l「d sentimen†s of the肋7伽g are Vivid園y 「eflected in the rich

仕e冊uI-e Of tilles, PrOVel-bs, folk so!1gS dnd trild証o!1そll music. The musical

用出し皿elltS Zlre mOstly made of b:一mboo with varied desigIIS Showlng great

両面c skill. Other ill油umeI一{s include sets of gor-gS, {111d large skiIl d「ums.

’「he funous l血opl「One discovered in 1949 on the Ddc Lえc plateau ir↑ a

Ml「6-1g Vi11乙一ge is considered as n valued r)rOPerty

The M′′初g a「e chilraCterized by their desire for inder)endence which is

Cle油y dcmo-1Strated i-1 the resistant wa一-S agai獲1St fol-elgI「 invasion.



Xtieng

回Denomincltion:現れg.

0脇er "ameS: Xa-dieng, Ta-mun, Mpi

回popu看ation: Over 50,000

回しqnguage: MOn-Khmer

画Areo of hobitation: Mainly in Phu6c

Long, Binh Long, D6ng Ph心districts, Binh

Phu6c province. A small number live in Lam

D6ng province.The Xi訪g are considered as

indigenous to these reglOnS and as possibly

having the same origin as the M′~∂/7g.

回Mclter雪al life

Thc traditional house of the弟ichg is Iong,

built level with the ground, and sharcd by an

extended family or several sma11 families (a fam-

ily commune). Rice stores are set up on the floor.

The main door is on one ofthe lateral sides ofthe

house, and another vaulted one is at the front. The

house is covered on a11 sides by horizontally-

arranged reeds, and looks like a large cage. The

duaLframed thatched roof reaches down to 40 cm

above the ground. The length of the house
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