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]N丁RODUC’rION

I. Folk Litera江re∴∴and N骨tional Idenlrty

An anthoIogy un埴ng all kinds of folk literature

appcars fo自he firs川me in English.

In Victnam systemalic rcscarch on ro担Culture; in

partieu]ar the co=ecapn and study of項erary works

or頓nating from当he masses is incontestably linkcd

tb the I915 AugusI Revolu白On・　　　.
‘ This rnovement,born ofanecessity forl the affirmar

t王on or a natiorial identity, ur証eS血e patriotic motive of

thc precu「§Or O圧o蘭Qric sciencc ind thc Gcman phi-

loIogi§t Jacob Grim町Who, With his bro(her VI’i]hem,

重aid the foundations ]or蘭s叩cw disc‘i申ne (r). With

a whoIc Pleiad of scholars an|上poe(S, Ge'’man rO書

manticism had then t,O re山「n to folk lalぐS andto

(he Vo肱sliedcr to aWdke「l the mtional conくCienc牽’

faccd_Wi吐the break士IA O白hc o】d Gcrman commu-

nity and rorcign ocヾuPatioIl・

The ,.auSぐS Whidl∴a=owed the blossoining of

folklorc(2) ‘Vere many, from the need for escape.

藍謹書盤St霊岩{諾t葦霊
arti$tic critics up、 to colonisation, i‘self ofte-1 】inkぐd
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竃o evange施亜On’But undoub-edly onc o"he csscn-.人

tial ∫actors remains tric reevaluation o自he cdltural

heritage indissoluble [rom the awakening o[national-

網e§ and peoples・ r将h=o se]f-detcrmination.`Onc

bnly nceds to c蛤the example of thc Balkan countries・

凸nd cspecia11y Ircland wherf the cultural‾and lin糾i8-

‡ic rcn講sance wa§ p種rt of thc po輔(親chang諒〇十

番owing the Fiis↑ World War.

Since the Second W中d War and decolonis謙on

on a gtobal scale’rfsearChc$・ On f撮culturc in the

Third World were∴Cnrichcd by thc contribu(ion of

軸'iVc.re.叩Chers frccd incre農章ingly from Eur呼融

章の櫨cさP=ons・

1.Thus the Afric置n dite return [o traditional/Sburccs

坤d espccially ,Pral literature. As for the Asia[ic c叩n二、

iries, thc rilch離ss 'nd qtlality o白hejr work ls corrO-

もorみ融諒調音棚　rC轡ional con「e「ences org細郎壷

under thc auspieeF Of rNESCO鮎

In Vjetnam the co=ぐC(ion andふudy of folk-∴ tera-

如rc are doubly important : they contribu書efo 'he

recovery o自hc rcal idcntity aれd- a=he s種me由垂tO

the btlilding of a nalional a融socialist cu哩re‘rIn

誓書豊富器謹霊誓書蒜霊
Ialldmal-ks in Vietnamcse history.

SilしlatCd at the heart o「 Southeast Asia, in the tr呼ブ

ical zone measllred by the monsoons, Victnam ’壷s

a口he crossl.quds of migrations and ofJheoldcst

civi油iollS. The prぐSfnee Of man has bcen markcd

there　油1Ce the Paleo重油ic　ぐra (3○○,°〇〇二盲〇〇・〇〇〇

years)航solithic cし血res flowered particularly at

事8

Bac’son’,g彊,H最上旗nh. The bri腫nt Dong So怠:

civilisa(idn durifig ′樋Bron尋Åge 〈lSt mlllenary_

B.C) is especiall’y renOWned for宜S drums.

For cerituries thc Vietnam云e nation∴∴eXtCnded

s。ulhwards from the R.ed River de.姐捕hich was ilS

Prinqipal cradle.

車n古bcfore having to suffcr Chinese and Hlndu

influences Victnam了Ⅹisted a: a m書ioml en噂l幽h

the specirici↓y of鵬way or life`andits c面掠、 COn・

te喜平rary With that of Greece and弧cient Persia・一

Howev命r, FVen宜iI had known hdW tO OSSi軸t-

]at坤〉 f擁eign cultural cantributio叩its pcrSOn融ty

wa㌻即less alle融by廟　cen頼r辱/ o「 C競n㈱e

d(料i租ation (嘩princip種l occup佃On :明櫨・C-93サ

ムやおbyt,he Frcneh eighty二year OCCu函On (1858-

裏璃告庇士iv叩ear弓apaI堅e 「し霊le (19千〇-1q十5) a享

Iwenty・year斑薩r鰯n occupation in the Soし両(19草-

I97i). These輔草薙es w写re mOreOVer Pel’Peluated'

.JeVerl during t恥peすねds o白ndepchdcnce・ bccause

of thb in血11atまori疎、癌e r輔ng c‘lasscs 「or roreign

la鴫ds an申し血ing∴珪e con'emPOrary e「a, for the

m融留e exer{ed byt鵡瑳es{ 。れCer融n s年aくねO唖e

popl宣融i°n・　　ノ了∴∴・ ¥　　　　　　　　　　・ _㌦,-

Let,s takc the bxample o白he two Iongcst domi_

nations: thOSe辞′thc Chi置leSe E血pire and言he ‘

Frel「Ch, ’

Thc typieal扉f()rt at aSSimilation wa討ha仁O白he -

踊1g in the I証ccn五廿y. Iもr twenty years thcytricd

by violetlee,t`ⅩtOrLiol車中O廟ion, leve11ing ahd a

radic‘1l obscしうrfln車王n周　C「facc a= trac… O白he past

and to mkc Vietm二Il illtO a ChilleP(: PrO亘しCC.

置9
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Chinese ’manners and c敵中ms were implanled血ere

by force, the best works harned. worl‘S Of art and

treasures{Carried awhy. An Imp〔中al cdict prcscribed

tha=he expeditionary force ‘`once in Vietnam’

mustbum lhe alしthc books, Xylographic block dpc-

uments… induding classical textbooks ror students.

Burn the tiniest piece of paper bharing ideograms.

the only exQ聖tio叫s be the‘caponical books and

the blocks.し1Sed to print Buddhistand TaoIst books∴’

Evcn if the methods of deculluration were less

brutal under French domination, i皿eracy 8nd obscu-

rantism did preva1=hroughout th6 country wlhere

young Asians _ Were taugh=ha=hcir ancestors) the
Gauls, had bhle CyCS…　A hand佃Qf yolmg PeOPle

from thc privilegcd classes, hlavir-g Sludied

at the ・・Metropole,,) had　農　real =Ama【ni(e’’

COmPlex: Take as proof, the∴∴C‘Omedy o「 thc

3OS, `’The Frend一　Åmamitc’’ ridic‘uliI-g One

of these “returnees frbm Paris’’ who spoke

to his fathcr irl French, Which lnece$Sjtated

an interprcter: `当　canl-Ot bear to be　し)On-

Sidered a hirly nativc∴ said the son. `弓canno† bear

tohaye on]y natives arqund　-Tle. I cannot bcar to

Call``[atheI・” a maII Who smclls the native fot・ fifty

miles |rOund. ,(

The c`aSC Of thc “111tra-Fl-enCh汗iぐし上●　声　rare as

later will be岨e白Åmcricaniscd’当o cxccss,bl再the

CXamPle∴Sし1汀icc‘S tO demonstratぐ　恒e ncc‘CSSi(y to

rencw acq周iI-ta~一CC With national tl’ad掴Ol]S ’川is

requiremen[ W川go togethぐl- W油汗hc dema【}d for

a nelV e血ies.

2o

J'・To build socialism thcSc m車lSt be social]st

men,, : that was thcwatchwordof Ho Chi Minh.

The‘“newmcn’’a=hd same time will havc to

assimilate the realisation$ Of modem SOCictics and

continuc the tradilions woven by a long history

whilc‘adap血g thcm to new concepts.

Inthe gestation of a ncw culturc・ Where the

socialist content is grafted ontd a national b種se・ /th6

stt]dy of fo-k litera匝e must bring a. fundamental

corltribution.

Parallel toscholarly軌eralしlre this curren=iterature

developed, CO面ng from the peas叫maSSCS・ ref]ecト

ing the l証ofworkan4 ofstruggle o白hose who

collStitutCd the gl・eat majority o白he population.′

Fo吐IitcraturC rCVeals the Victnamese SOu=o us :

much morc than did thc feudal Jlass, tOOPetrified

of∴he mandarinate andふconfucianism and the

b鼻rcly adoIcscent b叩rgcois chsses.

J事. Colleclion a-1すStudy of Folk Lileratute in

Threc pcriods c肌be distinguishcd' mequa=n

their dur組On aSill thc valueo白hc resl-1tsobtaincd.

From the dawr上Of thc VietnamesC State to the

F重・enCh conqlleSt (1揮)・

一The first Viet Kingdom(5), Van LaI-g-Au　掠c

(Ist血i11cnary BC.)-　Cmel-ging from myths and

stlll surrounde(l with legcnds, WaS anneXC‘d by

China for more than a thoしISand years. From this

pe/riod of occしIPa‘ion on喜y rarc works re'`lain d‘一afted

書鴎



by mandarins∴and the adminis硬torS O白he櫨e訪_

enly Empire. All o自hem only gi」ve TeagrC infori

Jmation ab●ut the conqu町ed collnt早Wc draw

attention to t読texts ; The Giao Ch草薮(Chroni。es

ofthe Giao C華)a童The Gao Chau Ky (Chroni-

牢es o白血e寄iao Ch観u)・

l Duripg thc whoIc period o白nd叩er}dcncc fro壷‘温e

]O恥to the middle o白he , I9th ’ccnt重l.y 'hercL∴軌S

scarcdy a handful of 9Cholar$ tO g短her焼fo撮

talcs and lcgends・ Shaped by l'a lcg蝉mate national

pridc and faccd by ‘he huge Chinesc Empire.in the

North always rcady for jncursion, they paid p証icu置

lar. altentlon∴ ‘o Showing -in their collec蘭n　弧台

original traits o白hcir Homcland. Dai Viet, th写ofd

name for Viet,nam, also :had ‘“棚かoeγふ鋤d　押Cγ蕪・

肋鋤海a棚"言ts heroes, it§ genie, i[s tr亀dl[ion$ and its

indomitable T}eOPIc. One c`an then easily_ cxphlin the　‾

important prOPOrtion of historical.legendary na互a-

tive8 in the struggle against Chine§e aggreSSion.

But aconcern olher than the p鉦riotic flame moti-

VatCd this efforl: it was toto叩PIctc wi(h lhc officia[ /

history by popular contribu廟1, i.e. o=he legi血ate ‘ ¥

dynastics. In [hc I5th cen(ury didn’=he hi9torian

Ng6 Si Li組revea=o us an ordcr by Klng Le Thinh

T∂ng intimating to the chroniclers to rescarch atl

the叩o伍cial historica上mamscripts ih the family

libr部士CS, tO uSe them for rc上葛crencc? The authors

already havc∴a　'endcnc). tO distQrt the myths and

lege【一ds to preach fidc]ity to thc Kingo S叩Of Hea¥で【1

alrd incamation of thc Nation. Did証　his h伍jesly

havc丑crighく　to wOrS卑P the genie to whom the

¥　　ヽ

経　　　　　　　　　.

pe哩c or厘で二〇融言わ鳥ed軸pl●s? On the・0庇曽

hand, the supcr輔冊証be王n野上,WCre inviled lO jo圭n

thc s血gglc again;(/ thc invader§守叩d natwral c症mi-

章ies.重I Wa● thきdu,ly o白he g鵬でdi紬、gC輔to ensure

咋種`c種nd 3eCurity in書hc.v亜g錐・中富o辱W蔦hQut

saylng tha同一e l叫IOll鉦s imRrCgnatCdl‘their fo聴蘭c

。。Il書彊On§　Wil古　Confuc観nぐth千cs,岨u§　調種ki重l管

th三m9elves defenders o白he feudal cl種s蛸壷唾‘

h鎗d 。白he fam時and o仁m壷(b -he d諦i皿en申′

wo珊l袖. The rく描stic e!c面en( in嚢中こもやy lhe doc-

書rine of lhe Mastc叩aS dominan' during tl-C Periods

窪霊霊藍。n盈r葦t豊i講
ma坤e11ol-S' the∴SuPernatural resu航ng from p呼ular

鎚融hism and Taoism expres3eS the n虎d for csc和c

ind often,the disarray in the “.orks of the pcriod of

acute feudal crigis; lt was lhし一S in the 17thland証h

eentm“ies.

The firs十co重lec繭n, Vfe/ Dien・U L‘所of Ly ′書、e

蒜薄黒藍露語嵩笥豊謹書
storics of gcr温, na的謝heroes and deified faithfu書

vassals. The L頼信単ch ChiCh g“ai (Collec(ion of

Strangこ’fales o唖inh N'm言n h毎I5tl± c坤ury) Of

Vu Quynh and Kieu,P虹i is of greater hierary va陸

thal the forn諒r. 1ts twenty-three legcnds and folk

tales, t‘o which othcrs will be added aflerwards・ are

no longeroply based on documcnts kcp白n the tem-

ples butalsoo【1 0ral traditions・ As証r DaタV’ei訪Ky

Toan雄申Col一一Plete History of Dai Vie口n履n・

器霊器蕊盈請書詰善書諸
君書
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めr the firs=ime -ill history言t int5gratcs not only

Writtcn Annals but also ora圧olk literature, in partic-

ular “in [he resea重fh o白hc orjgins of the people and

‘O白hc ’firsI Viet national dyna§ty.

Olher works merit atten-ion, Where -he adaptalion

and litcrary ’crealion ‘SOmetimes take

DVer the simple co】leclion: rγ砂e"　Ky

p諾二㍍

(Vast Co=cclion of Legrnds o白he S岬ernatural, in

磁綿予16th cen臆tury)(Of Nguyen Du,‘ThまnhT6ng Di

: ‘ Thap (POSthumous texts ol- Thanh T6ng, in,巌n I与th

CCntury) of King Le Thal】h Tdng,拘Trmg T“y

Bαl (Wand油ngs of the Br"Shrd Time of Rain辛

「巌n18th c叩tury) o土“ Pham Dinh Ho, ranf 7’寂o撃

Ng轟u L雄(Writings Born out of the Vicjssitudes of

油is Wo一‾Id, in巌n 18th c`entury) of Nguyen An and

Pham D血h‘ Ho.

’rhe collぐCtion o・白alcs ‘}nd legrnds was encouraged

主n the 17th cen{ury, and cspcci軍用y [rom the 18血

Cen恒ry, by the blossoming of rctk literature wri(ten

jnn6m. (7)・ We must reserv,e a SPeCial placc for

7’カ‘飢Nam Ng鼻は妬(Annals o白he Cclestial South),

firき=arge seale historic操mrrative jn verse compris・、

mg8・ 136 versc. in n6m of 648 fcet. Impregnatcd

With noble patl●iotism a【ld traditions o白he peo串

this anonymous work o自he I7th centしIry eXPreSSeS

POPuIar historicdl conccptions often different rrom
the o担cial dynastic histories. I=s therefore mlCh

morc prccious that i=s.interspersed with rroverbs,

争nd Ca Dao (folk pocms-SOngS).

I白he co11ection o自ales and了egend§∴WaS made

ae重ativcly carly, thal of proverbs and Ca Dao was

色事

much.later. In effec=he!e Creations could no章be

writtcn in hん‘and it was 11eCeSSary tO aWait the

developm紬t o=蛤輪Iure wr航enノn ”∂桝for the

oppcaranl:e Pf the oldest co=ection of Ca Dao the

Nam Phong Giai rraO (end o白he 18th and begiming

o=he I9th centuries) lO Say nOthing of the r擁t!

Nam Nβrt/ L妨already mentioncd.

. The N高嶋Phong Giai rrao is thc w6rk of Tran

D蜜nh An (Ca=ed Lieu Am) and of Ng6 Dinh Thai'

mandarins disappointcd in the!r po蘭cal conviction$

who looked for a distraction fro。1 their frustration

in co=e壇ng (he Ca Dao・

PeriOd of肩mch Coloni聞On (I858-I945).

Thl・ee trends can be distinguished accorc血g to

the era and especia=y to the p種rticjpanls.

a/ The Frenchi c=ng to fo世literature for political,

re圧gious and $Cien蘭c reasons‥ these are the admin-

istrators, Ca(holic pries-s in the footsteps o「 Euro-●

pean mi§Sionari?S扉the 17th and I8th Centurieg,

officgrs or doc‘tOrS... ’rhcy approached the researches

armed wjth a mdre rigorous mcthodoIogy and have

]eft an inttresting doeumentation. Bu=重- generar;

w"houtspcakingofau亜ors imbued with a retrograde

and coIoni組st, indeed rcudal, SPlrit, eVCn their most

honest and mOSt bcnevolent works　虹e always more

or lcss tajnted by European conceptic)nS, eSPeCia=y

conccrniI-g the intel・Pre-ation o「 tex{s alnd facts. We

arc not speaking o白hose who truly and conscicn-

tiously distor同Ie申埴even of folk litcraluri It was

thus tha=he "; Patriotic narr両vc,S iIl 、…ung VerSe,

werc dcliberately ighored.
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斯ahy lcamcd s卯証睦are in厘的dまn弛e s融y

Of fa肱litcrature r'he French F緋塘astern (school.

thc Soc主eIy of Indochinesc S如d鰯, The Socicly of

the Friends of An。ent Hu6, the Indochinese In'tit

tute for thc Study of肌n. Many au庇ors we托dcdi・

cflted lo this work, nOtably Abcl dcs Mjchels事V.

Barbier, L. C融ere, F.Ccsbron, A. Chめn, G.Cordic工-

G.DulnOutlcr'宜・ Landcs... A)so par触pa血g jll them

arc the Viethamesc ints】lccluais such as Truong
ノVinh Ky‘ Paulus Cua上Pham Quynh, Nguych龍en

も紬g・ C{c・・ French {r壷ed and a-{ached剛1e C○l〇・

nial adminlslration. The latter encouraged’them to

十build a “ national coIonial ,∵ culturc 】inkcd to Fra轟c㌣

In shorらa sort(Of accu血r種tiQn dct壷nental to the)

truさ¥、nalional eし油ure.
‘bI The sec○nd trcnd correspQnds to庇　work

undertaken by the old lSCholars,

fr6m the end of the I9th centllry
eX罰畿

鳴cgiming o白he 2O‘h・ A】ways pとrmcated with col圭

誓書藍詰霊Ow磐藍塁慧
SOr6・ We notぐ丑ほ1「証or章書oで01重ec=重1e Ca D40,

Whic‘h responds to a double mollva(iom On t′hきon。

hand lbey want to .save the national spirit
ノfaced by the growihg assau宜s o「 wcstem c面ure:

`{/f鋤β doe∫∴nO出ead出e‘name3e %周OrヅO,‘e Jbce∫

履Jangcr of力r-ge初g Om,∫鋤Ce的rふff鋤e Jg-

”Ore∫ lhe Ca Dao・ O”e壷短宛mg γid肋lβd bJ, OlherJ. One

m卿棚板Ca D負o bnd雄e moγd短所タc信heyd叩r妨

10 rfdeem劫e chara牢rJ Of ”a航nal hijtOγy,鋤‘履

O庇r杭的d one 7n寂ta短駒Iタoml h硝Ory io I庇厨theγe

海iree a桝d 〃0読r・ OfIhe Ca D費o (8). ,,
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( 、冊子a n諦〇九劇場‡ a手でim拙On against Chin峡ね観も`

D原山

On the ot串r hand the confucian scholars, mOVed

詰提議霊諾認諾‡霊嵩
め劇高e (O Ch函Se fo症so喝S如herきd tひ宮e章hcr and

ノCOmmCnted onlin his Boo鳥可So”卵In striving ‘O

i-調・itate the Master'$ melhod thesc印hoIars oflC葦d壇-

iorlcd thc mcaning of the C’a D優りby their Comrn叩

′|arics or, What is more scriou§, a面b証d to lhc吋a

confucian rhOul観which thcy did nQt havc ihi幽明

even madc ‘青lem守ⅩPreSS their persoha圧ce亜g$. ,

守The third/trch串s that o自he progressivc intcllec

(tuals, mOre OPen tO the spirit 6f wcstem res尋rch- 1n

華first ins融ee ci血g thc ``modernist’’scholars‾

who∴:adopt ,the quoc ngu, TOmanised Vietnamese

writing, fo車中r work and (he証dy o「 the tckts.

Lel us Citc amorigl弾ers Pham Quang Sin Nguyen

Huu Tien, Nguy紅’rrQng ’血函Nguyen Can M6ng

Nguyぞn Van T6・ ′I`r紬Van Gi細Dubng Quarig

Han, Nguyen'V卦i十Ngoc. Their pro「ession of faith

can be summarized t軸s : `・ The proz‘どrb∫ a7’d Ca Dao

。。がt栂` a SOIid fo抑揚ion∴●fo〃γ音mtio揮I lilerature・

助鋤ff秋′e郡部∴ 0臆a…硯laie aIl ihe初証of偽証uγe

頼‖楊e ouorld JO鋤t々a c!`llural微,肋meniのCOmplele

and beaui布巾∫l pO…ble,離m私高木r∫i base o研諦e3

0所he ∫OlidJt声f華中演′`datiOn・ ” (9)・ Nguyen Van

Ngoc pubti轟d ‘two vi11uable coIleeted works: 7‘uc

毒` nd ph毒dao (l)l-OVerbs arf Folk Songs) and
/Tr砂f証∂ ”uOC Na桝(Old Storics of Vietn.m). The

十cscarchers.of =le reViews rri T勧and Thanh Ng加

are∴equally notcd for serious work. Fina11y言et us
ノ
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Pay hommage tO Nguy糾¥’a-1 Huyen who wrote

most of the works in Frenc‘h a【ld was oneo白hc

firs=o trea汗o旧ilerature in corr6lation with hlstory,

eth【lOgraphy言iter鉦」撃and music.甘e le上emark-

able studic§, SuCh車S rhe alternale ∫Ong3 Of宛事

鋤d glγl5納A研き鋤(一明4) an。 The Amami/‘ C勅/仁

者ation (19竹)∴　　　●

ノ伊er theり45 Reひol妨On

Sinpe the rfCOnqucst O=ndependen〔・e the contin・

genl of Vienamese res鎚rehe「s `has increased言葛r料d

fr倍n圧e Sinocen咽s and Europcocentrists, ap-

PrOaehes o自he precedingperiodsa{ld settingout new

SCjen輸c sources: On theother hand Vietnam-S血・Cd

by great po蘭eal economic and socia=ransforma-

tions, and havil-g hadやcoIlfron=he two greatesl

imperial powers ill he world-has nevcr皿eless

benefited from favoしIrablc facIol-S in folkloric re-

Search. The qu6e ngu has become thc medium 】an_

guage of thc Ilation ror instruction at a= 1eve]s and

in the domain of scieme and literature. ′rhe vas亡

literacy movement whiぐh読8 achieYed¥in.I958 jn

tllCNor[hand in I978 in the Soし亜aIl⑪▼↓Ved the

裏丁「Ob航sation o白he masses fo‥he埴erary coileetions.

During the First Res雨ancc (1946」【954), many

COnfcre叩cs and thcorcti油discussions ‘ook place on

the valuc o「 rolk lit`era山re言ts reevaluation and the

POSSibility or a modem fo肱cu血re. A huge jmpetus

for crca{ion sejze。 the ma8SeS‥ POetry and §ongs,、

Ca dao and provc.rbs. `wa11-neWSPaPerS an。 recitaIs. ,

It was 'he time of paral-e恒ntCneeS On壷es, POemS~

Sluckon rjfle butts and po(S Of ri、Ce Carried to the

28

Fro申The pre$S reSerVed a spccial placc for thF

publication o白he§e ‘㍍orks which helped in the

mobilisation of hearts and cncrgies.

’Frc;m 1953 the movement for the r.duction o自and

rcnt and for agricultural reform unleashed a vcri-

tab]e le種p forward in the co11ection of C’a Dao and

[olk dances on a regioml scale.

Meanwhile, thi、S WOrk could no上devclop fu11y

glven thc conditi。nS’もf the guer紺a struggle : urban

centres and pQPulous plains∴Were S剛in encmy

hands, ths resista-1Ce base9 WCre eStab置lshed in the

mountains and the often semi-descrt regions.

The comPlete liberation of the North in _士954・

with the remrn Of T)eOPle,3 POW早jn the (lelta and

the to¥↓ns,` C「e9[ed favourable c‘Ondi蘭ns for folkloric

researeh- WOr長.

From壷=o the present day, We have Iaken part

iIl the crealion,Of//a true fo帳loric sc`ience o[ which

器詰藷葦講書霊謹書
hcld in HinOia=hclbegi【ming o上955. It drcw up

a bala章ICe‘shcct o白he works since -9J5　and poscs

theorctieal b嵐scs,for the reevalution a一一d modernisa-

tion of folk cu事ure wi(h il用he framework ofsocial-

ist construc[ion,

′「heendof the5OS a一一d the beginr血g of the

sixties saw the flo、、‘ering o「 importal-t WOrks‥ the

Tγαye露Co Viel-JⅤa〃` (Old Stories of ¥’ielnam' I9帝

and thc T“七・ ”g掴a d。nl Ca Viel-∧丁a′n・ (Proverbs and

Fo肱SongsofVlぐtmm,一95a) by ¥’u Ngoc Phan
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雨ere followed by the O Iaブタg tγ雛y掬　CO 蹄h　拘`,-

Nam (Trcasury of Tales and Lcgcnds・Or Vietnam,

1958) by Nguyc重I DongChi, Ofeollec‘tions of folksongs

Of Nghe Tinh, Bac Ninh, Thanh I書oa, Of Binh ’「車

Thien…

A whoIc ser`ics of cpic pocm$ and novels in vcrさe

Were then pub】ishcd of the Muong and Thai minorJ
’itics・ and ethnic minoritie1 0白hc単igh Plateaus of

Tay Nguyen. ScheoIs, Offices, Ser所ce§, army tlriまts、

当yOfkers/Of every discipline participated in thesc

∴wiorkき. Old co!lections ln ha%∴and iIl nO肋　WerC
こ　椋anslated and commcnled〆on. one tried to familia-

「riあlh. pu埠C_yi-h the new procedurcs for rescarch+

. In I96【 Cao Huy Dinh, Nguyen ‘Dるng¥Chi and Dang

Nghiern Vfln POPulariz9d “a mlhod /or coll“鋤g,

、∴カI烏申eratuγ`華Ih‥Onnlr夕聞de ’’

The Inu=iplication o! cu血ial exch購ngeS Wilh othcr

COuJltrics言he lraining o「 Cadre§ 。t thome and abroad

描owed 'he training o白ncrcasingly m6re competenl

rcsぐarchc鳩・　　　　　　了

′　　In 1964 a,SCminar bn the collection of folk litera⊥

-　tuie in North Vietmm reunited forlhe firsl time in,

Hano丁both professional and amateur workers on

folklorc. The Congress for the foundation o白he

As3OCiation of VietflamCSe Fo蘭or㌻was held in 1966.

. Witrl lhe compctivive examinations oh the rcsearch
works into folkloric works remarkabIe results were ‘

Ob蘭ned;For lhe 1969-197O Period a]one the Asso-

C王atien collect。d nillety-four tcxts o「 which some

‘Vere mOre than 500 PageS Iong・ The Nam Ha I)rO-

Vincial scl・Viee alone assembled more than a tho=$and

30
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useful素ra率O「/ informa巧on・ Hiddcn trea.urcs 、Wc尊‾

brought to light言mportant communicationS were

made.工h `,So bo事件h肋競砂綿gひan deひe　肋yen `0

擁h碑a Jγftye亘●a柳Ca桝” (Ins噌ht on tales -hrough

Tamand Cam, lq68), Dinh Gね・ Kh餌h approachcd

thc questions c'OnCerning lh6 nationai and univcr§al

charactcr o白he tale3言he significa鵬e and content

of social st「uggles,班e- mOral and a」gst彊tまc」的nCCP・

tions o白he pe9Ple, 'hc generalis蝉on and′individ頑農

王sation o上調porぬnt peopl?,血c i証1uen∝ 0上掃き

domin種nt ideoうogy拙d of' religio乱In Ng頼湖心∴

豊富霊磐霊器8講三悪鵠蕊
Iy collectcd Gao Huy Dinh tri?dわcstablish th?

Prigin and to rclracc thc divelop匝nt o白hc struggfe

館a弛鉦the Nor-hern invader3' And that in functioh

of a national qonsciousness of which the symbo=s
this hero, Orig繭輔g from a 'riba上alliance on the

ro櫨d to, becomi璃a nation言¥8 f6r folk songs言m-

porfant researC彊-1 are COnduc‘tCd by mu§icians on

the fo蘭oric b弧gS O白he plain and on folk theatrc.

Thc Rcsist息n燈高一U,S.ggressjon gavc birlh to a

p中hora of folk cr頑めn§. nS during the first鉦uggle

土’or liberation了Army publications and varlous cul-

tural services ,h鼻vc uP刷now publi§hed dozen§ Of

9Ollectjons of songs from this ptTiod・

Re§earChes聖folk吊erature have contribuled to

stimulating申e morale o白he masses by可eViving担e

traditious of resis加CC tO 「OreigIl. agg‘-eSSion∴種nd lO

throwingne両ght on 'he first dynasty of Vic(nam,

that of’l庇Hung上{ings・ Arter the liberation∴O用he

Sout旺甲975 COndilions were favourable (O CXtend
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the rcsearches throughout’ the counIry. A Folk]ore

Institute was created in I98o with the aiim of uniting

the cfforts of rcseあrchers ln thf North and the South

and to give impetus to lhc work.

工II. The naI.rative genres

Vielnam (【O) ,is inhabited not only by the Viel

(or Kinh) w.ho form 85% of the populalion` but also
by about sixty ethnic minoritiest each endowed with

thcir own cul(ure. It is a nation a曾thc same time.

homogeneous and diversified whose mity has been

cemented by common trials and victorles. Onc can

thus easlly understand that, Para眠=o the formatiQn

of a national cultural base言hcrc has beぐn a COntinual

interpenetratic‘n Of |he‘ differぐnt Cultures with a

phenomenon of osmosis cons~sting .o士. reciprocal

borrowing. Our book on書y claims to treat Viet folk

literaturf. We thank espccia=y Mr Vu Ngoc PhaI一章

Mr Dinh Gia Khanh and MrNguyen Dong Chi

who during many interviews have helpcd、 uS muCh

by血Cir ability. In this work we wil=n turnap-

proach the na、rrative genre9. maXims’・ PrOVerbs・ rid-

dles and folkeongs1. Some people will no |loubt be

asIOnished not to rind folk lheatre here but we

think lha=he litcrary dcmc章l再n this theatre, direc申y

associated with song ,寄nd dance. cannot be studied

he「e.

7’ot′mic鋤d co∫mOgO部C my而a綿d I′gend∫

Ora=itcrature doc'S nOt COmPl・ise essays of cxI)IdI-a-

tion o白he forces of na恒re and the origins ofthe

trlbeand th3 Clano「/a PeOPle a=he dawn of its

3之

history. Thc myth i9庇most curren=lSual expre読

SIOn O白he imagination and of lhc co=ective psycho=

logy.　　　　　　　　　　　;〆

D証in宵the pasl tWd- d与Cades the arc重Iae91ogical

d短ove晶s,- CPigraphy. s。CioIogy and. history JlaVe

concurred工O dissipate lhe ‘ legcndary..vdil tyovep

around lhe mnng Kings, founders o白he Vi武rramcs干

草的n, a証have 8iven面s perjod a historica串r坤Ie.

Thus the existcnc; o白he firs† Vielnamcse弾te y空

CO証irmed within頂e f函neWOrk o白he Bronze Age,

叩d th9 Dong Son civilisafron卓st mi[lenium B.C子

/ VietnamGSe i面hors of thc feudal era place nu瓜er二

流s守rOfohlstorical or∴eVen‘ ear】ier myt脆完u’ri鴫

青h拡P什iod・　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　`

」 In ‾re油y.only isolate‘d m卯hs堆Ina時SCatterぐd

my佃cal narrativci, But numerous researchers [hink

、tha=‘hcr6 must煎a cohcrent Vie血amese myth6logy ∴一

一apreSSed in lh封ong epic poems which were rec王ted

`during sacred r冊als, a ’phenomc重IOn Whieh one

fjnds again in.so華minorilies o子the prgh Plateaus

of血e south. T揖s触ythoIogy wou妃　h小re∴beep

dcm)Olishtd. distor轟’- by the Chines? OCCuPatioh

and by the dヅn率tic preo。euPa[io11S Or SChoIa「s and
、feuda=lis(Oria尋、

A=he time O白he　十Iしmg Ki【lgS, When lhefirSt .

¥γlctnames叩yere already gathc「ed togethcr in a tri-●

bal con「ed6ration, Prim両vc∴mythoIog〉,, fomded on

the forces of nature, WOuld have evoIved towards

narrativcs g細orifyi【1g CO旧説Ve heroism′ laking a

more precise nalioIlal c‘OIour.
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. To il]us両t3 this fac=白s only necessary.(O Cite

SOme lege章-ds・

That o[ the DγagOn∴l鋤d　高e・ Fa/γytakes ona

Strictly totemic charactcr. ’「he Drag叩would be the

Symbol of ′I“hl⊥Ong Luong, the watcr snake haunting

lhe zoncs of marshy plains, thc Fairy庇t o白he-

bird inhabjtjng the. mounlains. This irnmediate】y

CVOkes the∴cgrろくS Which one finds on thc brQnZe

drhms of Dong Son, but aIso lhose which still soar

OVer thc ricefie贈s.

King Lac Long Quanもf癌e Dragon r雷C'e, h←aving

wed Au Co the Fairy, rrOm their union were borh

亀hundred eggs∴enCIosed in′a SinglとShealh wmch

gavc bjrth to a hundrcd sons (II)・ Pne day, Lqc Lbng

Sa王d to bis wife: ``I’m、qf海Dragon ra弘yO録0直航臣

年子接e Fairieら雄で伽nOl ltひe iogelheγ,粉′棚書出やα

Thc King lcd fifly sonsaway Iowards lhcsea, the

Queen -fifty in thc dircctio重しO白he mountaiふ6. Thus,

OnePart O白he people livcd on the phin and ln thc

COaStal rcgion, thc othcr in lhe high rcgions. The

molher laught her sons to諒ar lhe s]opes fo plan章

rice therc, lO ‾preparc cake§　Wilh flour, tO grOW

mulbcrry and ralsc　$ilkworms. Shc bぐCainc the

Sy.mboI of cur元rc while the hu§b櫨nd symboliscd

lhc force defca再ng the obscure powers ofnature

(Demons ‥ fish, fox or t重・Ce). BuiIder o白he communi-

章y, he is the ancestor of thc Hung King§.

The・SeCOnd myth linked to thc-history of Vietnarn

is that ofthe struggle betwecn th. Genie of thc-

Moun面ns・ Son Tinh’and the Gcnic of thc Watcrsく

Thuy ’rinh∴

34

Bothhaving askcd for lhc h亀nd of King Hurig’j

daughlcr, Son ‘Tinh carricd hcr aw3y. Thc angcr of

Thuy Tinh knew no bounds and hc un]eashcd

typhoons and spalcs against his r!v種l. But, W=h the

PeOPIc’s aid; Son Tinh ma§(Cred thc waters which

had to rぐtreal.

The’1cgend ref]ect8 the millcn種ry prcoccup弾On

O白hc Vietnamc§C P印PIc and thcir annua] 8-rugglc

againsI pcriodic spates of the rivers∴at the time of

thc, §ummer harvest. Faced with the dcstructivc gcnic,一

the Gcnic of the Mount種ins, PrOtCCIO子Of mcn, is

entcrcd in lhc Panthcon of宜Ie Viet under thc namc

Of Gcnie of Mo皿t Tan Vien. a mounta血which宜soさ

Sixty kilomctres north of HlnOi,in the rcgion of thG

Plainl but which. already forctclls mountaih§ PCbpIcd

by mlnorilics・

′rhc亜rd my(h concerns thc young Vietnam;$C

Stalc, nO=n its strugglc against. (hc forces of na'ure

but against those of men who mellaCe it. In particu二

Iar-ag.ins=hC lmmcn§C Cinpire of the North which

nevc「 stQPS th「owing out its tentaclcs tow^rds thc

Sou担.

It conccrrlS the Child-gjant of Giong vil】agc who

grew immeasurabIy in a rcw wecks to chasc lhe ▲11

from the country. The legend shows thc whoIc

PeOPle to us :. mCn, WOmen, lIg町hun書crs, PeaSantS

buffalo keepers, Old peol)1e, blacksmith8 and warriors

rcsponding to the c捕o白he hero on his iron horsc,

‘earing.outヰbamboo forcsts to push ba《k the enemy.

’量’he villagers say tha=he whole of nature stlll carries

traccs of the passage of lhe hcro: hills, SIQP洗, lakes

and wells. Ånd on Mount Soc one is∴Shown thc
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[轟cc・ Where on his jron horsc he臆leapt Jorward

towards lhe sky after the victory.一・

The lstory o白he Golden Tortoise, mixTure of Iriy蘭

叩d historica=ale, gPeS back工O the limeノof King An

puong Vuong;in- the∴2nd cemury B.C. ’

It relates the conslruCtion of thc famolis. citlldf‘l o書◆

Co. Loa, SOmC tiventy kilomelres rrom Hahoi: a

fortificd work, COnSisting of thrce cncIosures of

spi「ふl ramparts, thc exteiior having一博Circumference

of eigh=housand metrcs, a heigh高白hrec to four

me!TCS With rainpart?tWelve and twenty申Ve metreS

thick at t櫨c bise. This fortre§S ,i§　One O白he mosl

ancien上VeStigcs of Vietnamese history. In 1959 ‘the

archaeoldgists‘ discovered ¥housan’ds of bronze　諒-

r9Whcads threc h哩drcd metres from thc ramparts

According lolegend the construclion of the ci(adcI

Was Sabotagcd by “dcmons’’ until th⊂　mOmCnt

When thc ColdenしTorloisc intervぐned. It is _tO lhis

Tortoise tha=he King o立ed t塵magic crossbow

which made l】im invincible unJi=he momen章When

his daughtをr bet博yed him fQr庇}Ve Of her husbahd,

?On O白he chie「tain o白he Nor油c「n tribeS.

Bcsides’the’more or less to(emic historiea=al(・S言hc

撃sm鳴Onic Icgends a十e gencrally o両y presented諒

ぬe fo「m亘1●「ag「壷工l’(S.
.1o卿ly t車e legcnd o「 tile G叩ie o「血heavenly

COlu坤t has some consistency: 2=he time of chaos.

ca早ying the, Sky on his撮ad言左is gcnie, Started to

轟ugh巾e ground. Hc wanted to pu11 mateiiats

fro・m the∴ear串(O COnStruCt a COlumn des(incd to

hold up瓜e hcavcns and [l-uS tO be rl宅でd from =-is

3β

burden. Thc morc the ∞1umn rosc宜p thc mbrg輔と

Sky became taut. Li"le by li‘t]c’skyand earth |PPearこ

Cd separaled. 1hc Jir$t rOund∴1he secohd squar6.

皿s alm uttained lhc genie destroycd lhc huge

COlumn. Il‥he. eXPlosion the 61one$姐rIed becamc

mointains, the,hollowed out par鴫融恥formed _into

se観s and occa調s.

One inustladd to蘭s Iegelld the“sun myth ‘訪u轟

Claisical i「page with lits rays one餌ds on子he u`PP笠

faee o「亜bronze drums. ]=i probabI‘e (h鼻白h料と

WaSa Sur? CuI上in times past. Doub庇ss a mdon

my応exis’ts aiso. Sun壷d moon ,Were ’brother md

sis[er. Each in turn had t.o go do↓vn、 Ori[o the car癌

for‘a/tOur Of inspcc寸ibn. The,沖m, a甘eat Lc喧,

travclied in」 a Palanquin. When the c毒vriers ,Were

youngand fic軸e, aS they gave them諒vとs聖to

gamcs, the voy亀ge was sIow and in consequchcel the

days Ionger士t wisノ‾summer. whe’n the porter5

Were Older櫨le fast草VOyage made thc days shorler‥

i上WaS Wir厘r. “断砂,‥he、 ’巧OOn∴SO rOld?’’you

WQndcr. The legend is硬℃re tO eXPlain the re負son to
’youこi=s said lhe m碑n was‾ quick座章uPere木靴id_.

hu!nanS COmPlained about it. To appcasc t串c9m-

T}lai部S, hel∵md弧er thcn covercd the Ia?e Of her

露盤
Wi山草nders. When the mo叩】ooked at

it読JaS thc time of full moon: Whenshe

tumed away,humans only saw a TCS尋t(of hcr),

「mOrC Or.せSS reduccd.

Primitive Anjmism Wa§∴SOmetimes :a countcrpart

of aricicnt Ch血CSe belie「s and gave` birlh工O SOme

gcnii. ’Ihit o白he ear(h, rePreSented by an」担・manふ
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PreSidcd in the li「e of cvcry homc. Thc other cle・

mcnts al§O had lheir gcnii. Thus lhcrc were genii or

W種ter, Wねd,-Raln, e章e.

T命leJ

T高s whcrc the human.element prevaiIed ovcr the

ivonderful suc錐eded thc Iriylhs o自hc primitive

Periods. They appreal.ed with the patriarc`hal rcgimc

and thc founding o白hc couple, the era when con.

flic|[s multipllcd ‾within lhc family with the develop-

ment of privatc propcrty and a sociely divided into

dasscs.  ¥

In shor=he pertod o白alcs coincidcs with Chinesc,

domination (壷d ccntury B.C. until the lOth ccntury)

and fcudal=y. It was prolongcd much longer wilh

the pcrsistancc of the Confucian spirit, but i=s al§O

marked by thc infi恒|tion of Buddhism and Taoism

The lales can be∴Classlfied inlo two catcgorlts:

hi§tOrical and socia=ale§.

∬f∫IOγiCal iのI瑠

Dai Vie叫hc old name for Vieln亀m) havjng taken

a.dcfinilc fdrm, CaCh moun融n, CaCh rivcr, CaCh

vi]lagc, eaCh rock. cach宜でC CVCn has it8 StOry

I白s worthwh11c rcca批ng that　`一”o脇la面鋤d

ri卯r了’is a synonym for “Moi庇γland’’

In thi$　Vision of thc world naturalism and

humanism in書erpcnetratc.

Ånimi8m,恥ddhist panthelsm and thc marVe]lous

Tao!sm ha▼C. i=書1rue, influcnced the concep'ions

and ‘hc高ual jn use for the worship of heroes, but

without be.i鴫able o a庇r thC hi事torjcal and human

b負6i$.

、

圏

To idoliSc herOeS the pcople∴always u(il主se

details which are∴。mythical or miraculo鵬

bu‘ 〔lis-dnCcd f’rom all religiasi{y. Thus Trung

T竜c・ h叶Oinc of thc ISt Century' arler having

Savcd her country a‘nd revenged her husband killed

by the Han, threw hcrsdf from a mountain into

thc river and miraculouslly disappearcd. Triou Thi

Trinh. another heroine o「一he　3rd ccntury, had

breasts 3 Clls (more lha】1 j metreS Iong); and Djnh’

Bo Linh, unified o白he country in the 10tll C‘eutury

撃as orjglr可Iy a li面e buffalo boy mariOeuVring in

thc walcrs likc a mythical scrpent.

Al=he d扉enders of the country, enljghtened

SOVCreigns, SCholars, PatrOnS Of many crart?, POSSeSS

ed小cir #mPIc and thcir hi§tory PerPetuatCd by

thepeople. The　'imc will come when even the

lc'aders of peasanl reYOllS SuCh as Quan He, Ba

Vanh, Lia,′ Cai Vang will makc their entrance into

f01k li(ぐra(u「e.

These tales gener紺y i=uatra(e the co刷icts in thc

Patriarchal society. Thc hcrocs∴arC mOSt Oftcn the

disinhcriled l-OOr and opprcsscd peqsan(S, OrPhans,

WOmen, Or Child「en by thc second■ marriageタWho

Struggle’for their ]ife or thcir dre種ms. [lumanist

and democratic concep!s saw dayljght.

The∴SOClal conflic`t reSulted from thc burs‘i調g

antagonism bclvycen/tWO Ca(CgUrjcs who suppor(Cd

OPPOSing forccs, human or 8uPernatural. Thc g∝d

are always rccompensed, thc bad always puni§hcd

Ai the star( OnC Of‘ten had recoursc to the mir種ぐu_

lous or thc demOniac to resulve difficult situations

PrOVidentia=ntervention by Buddha, the Gcnii or

うタ



言時ir無, u謝る抽g、 al執0　融js叩紬S 40 r巳cOmpぐnSe血e

`,gPOd・’言Ion the side oLthe bad were尊pgCd mon-

sters∴and demons.

The-SCale o白he t亀les is large. ’喜hc legrnd o白hc

be哩reflects thc∴COnlrast betwefn tWO;matri叩qni亀l

℃OnCePtS. the painful passage` Of poIvandry in the.

坤atriarchy to monogamy in the patrlal`chy. The s(、O千y

o自he woman Waiting ror hcr husband doub庇s$

`亭VOkfS and interdiぐt on‾ primilive society where

the 11nion belween a brother and sister star[ぐdto be

COndemned, That o白he Carambola tree:fus鳴atcs the

C青IPidi(y Of the rirstborn who abu§es his blrthrigh=o

WrOnglhe younger and who was punishcd fgr i」

The sIory OfTam, Vianamese Cindere11a、 OPPOSeS tWO

鎚廿もS!ers wifh thぐSame father. In short, always

壷e the-T`C Or沌e oppress百十and the 6ppresscd, a

Theme which we find in numerous countries jn the-

中yc,rld such as India: and sevcral Southeast Asiin

eountrics. The Vie面m壷●version, i年t has assimi-

]如ed foreign cont「ibutions, neVCrtheless comaiIIS

平証ic hai'S. Oh㌻fjnds there庇betel quid‘ the
急reca, P可rp, th,e red bodice, and especi訊y the I°SS`

O白he∴91jpper a=he tjme o白hc typieal VIctnamese

叩紺age spl-ing frstiv舟The∴animism which permc二

賓tes this iale in the Vietnamese e-hn}cminority

叩rsiens (Thai’IJaO, Mco, and Muong) Pecomes

翫ul.red. The mythiぐa】 personages ta’ke on a more

human c‘haractcr. The　剛Ic fish is no` longer粗e

SPiri( O白he deceased father bu=he.friend o白hc

ypung.gir上ar-d the Ruddha is the incamationof

good描eordjng -O POPular imagir}atioh.

寸°

Wit高hさVial,型yL叩erSOn恕Of Tdln is idcn蘭ea

with Queen Y,Lan, Wlfe ofa lLy King・ Whomt.hc

po由一拙On Of Bac Ninh s剛revcre today in nurner_

OuS temples・

The tale’of the SandaIuoqグO子lo卯which one

餌ds∴SOmelimes under ・anO-her forrn - rカe Z,0。e

C7'y∫ial - is one O白he most beautifu吊t singS Of

tすue love, frcピd from c角ste consl「親int・

ノIn the story o信he) woodcut(Cr Thoh S話l弧e

h融ori亡al and ,mythical elemen-S a壷st諒]y mi軸で

This、 tale exalts,鴫e struggle of man agaihs=庇

hostile forces of nature alld socicty. It-magnifies the

virt埠o吊hc peop-e‥ boldness・ generOSily・ SClf-

d証fidchc訂ove of peace:It is also a homage to raith-

餌n磯Si心love, a love which -諒es no辿OmtOf

the hierarchy-rhc episode of `thc guiIar, When
・muSic was ’sufficient to disarm lhe cnemy, Symboト

jscd the ind塙C鵬and the _ COnfidence of the

pさ叫e in pとace・

As for証e Lfg中二拘h‘ fO叫which brings com‾

p}aints against Heaven in favour of men‘一it recalIs

this toad which is already scen on thc bronze

直nms同nked to the inythical belicfs叩ncernil‘g the

origin of rain. T中e they assisl in a fight against

-the EmpErOr Pf [Ieaven h血S叫a right djrectcd by

the humbles出he poores=hc most despised o主l上

the toad. The fab‘e11ion is we= planrle(上Il is臆rC-

flected in the historical narratives relating the

explo“汀s of the pcasan=eaders.

No巳)elJ朝!ぴerJe

..wi寸h the appcaranct o白]OVe]s ih ver?e in the
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I8th ce虹tury in高c middIc o白he feudal crjsjs thc

POPular works gained the freedom o白he city, thc

lilera-urc writtcn jn ”O両deogrrms tended to be in

a mOre Stable form than血e sjmple or種l version.

Some think tha=hese `章一arratives owe their rise lo

the cmcrgence of a new urban class言hat of shop-

keepers・ SOme o「 whose ideas wcre in con血djction

tO the feudal ideoI鷺y and who, because o自hat,

agreed w細くhe aspi「atjons o吊とpeasan書s m鵬es、

S〇九a「Shly exp重oited.

Thcse narratives’While conservjng the spiriI an(」

Character o白he o]d tales, WCre en「iehed by quallti。S

PeCuIjar to nov。s‥ more individualiscd people, a

be冊constructed pIoI pr缶scd dramatic character

O自heaction・ a mOre∴elaborate psychoIogical and

SOCia] pain血g. Mea農W航they conserve lyrical

tr“S and the san-e mQ「al and philcsophical b寄Se,

T坪y cxa旧he heroぐs and sligma`tIze corruption. Il.

1hey ]aud the ye種rnjng ∫or happiness, the idt‘al

exto"ed does not howevdr go beyond the 】imits o[

Confucian and Buddhis' conecptions・ ′一「heir wishesィ

arC rcStricted to longing for the reign ofanen~ighten-

ed monarch conccrned w油bu晒ng a peacerul

SOCial commu時The poem rγOng拘。 ‘an ’ruJ,初,

Ta沼ha申ac ’r母協・ drぐW up a ⊥ist of thuty-Six

nOVeJs in ”Om loved by the peopIc' amOng which

P宛m ra‘ and持oc Hoa cons[itutes the most

VioIcu両ndic'ment agains同1e fぐudal regirnc, eVen

a(tacking ‘hc omnipotcncc of thc King. The両rk

す乞

sings of a/ PurC Iovebc‘ween tWO PCOPIc or different

3OCial classes. 1tS heroine, brごaking with traditlonal

feminine p棚ivity, despcrately defcnds hcr hap-

pmeSS

InP加m ・Cong訪d C雄Hoa a poor student, Who,

works∴鵬, a WO6dcuttcr [o earn his living, Wedsa

rich ‘gir]. Bccoming a mahdarin and a G創eraしhe

cmergcs victor of al=he dirfculties placed in his

path by evil and goeS down as far as hcl=o find
his lVi[●.

Hoa碓Tr拘　hlmself’expreSSeS an almost bold

concaplion fo白hecrao=ovc and of women : Iovc

based on ′rcciprocal esteem, Wlth書Iiberatcd wo[rlan

taking hcr own destiny by thchand・

Pha? rran (T串-Pha掴nd the Tran) depicts love

まn i(S重nOSI Sublle nuanees

N励Do Mat (The Apricot Trecs Have BIoomcd

Agaln)adaptcd from a Chinese work, is rather con・

form栂Wilh lts copfucian cthics.

Thc talc of the woodculter “rhach Sanh‘ Of which

wc apoke prcviously is also treated in a novc=n

TrタnhしThα (Thc Virtuous‘Mousc) pays homagc to

conjugal fide鉦y.血rashes riches and’pow`r Stru血ng

abou=n luxury and lechcry like thc miserly and

g読dy・

The f裏ble rrαy′n TγC Coc (The Catfisb and the

Toad) ridicules lhc mal血-for pleading at evQry

turn and shoots off sharp-POinted arrows againsl

thc whule brood of thc judgment ha=, the manda-

rins and the vill寄ge chiefs.

旬



Q鋤A柳T方i K励【Story of Quan Am) is of

¥黒霊盤器罷葦。嵩豊。葦
With in admirable perscverancc.the suc‘cess壷

injustiees Ⅵ▼hieh slr壷k hc「.

Numero鵬　novc-s in verse宜uve provided

Subjccts for C妨(folk (heatre) 。nd influ.n。ed

[he 。a 。ao (i.olk poems, Songs). Most。fth。 n。V。Is i重r

VerSe arcanonymous・ Butthe styIc had 9uCh a vogue

that woho s王gned by 「amous scho】a重S∴種re誼cludcd

- in ihis category‥-thus theK勧of Nguyen DuJn

撮Nor[h, an。畦L妨白海¥Z`勧o上場uyen Dinh

℃hicu jn the Soし直TheK萌relales thcadvent庇c!

Of’a yo軸g girl as be2…向f.ul as slle WaS intc】噂cnt「

∴葦。豊島n豊詰霊結。器盤
SChola汗aithful to卦s idea] o白ntegrity.

They appeared rathcr early on・ but developed

¥∴∴∴∴eSPeCially from the I6th to庇I9th` centu尋at垂y

ime o「 gr鋤章es汗eudd重c「isis.

The trcasury of native fab!es w3S PrOgreSSively

CnriChcd by many foreigncontribu“ons. Undoublcdly

∴　the style owcs its i{哩us tothe jniroduchonof

Bud。hism which a]lowed for岨c handing down.of

Hindu fables frorn the lSt C叫ury of the Chrisfian

era. To illustrate the.Buddhil=叩hing olle StartS

by borrowing f‘roin the Avadama and Jataka Sutras

StOrjcs wh!ch thrashed the br|hmanic society Foi

料ample, ‘he fable o白he four blind men §hows`us

thesc ]attcr giving thcmselves a p叩onal idea d手the

事午

。cph占n高y朝C旧側c航g a d粧crent pÅ「t o白hc∴

anim亀l’s body・ 、

Chini, Champa, the Kh壷cr Kingdom and olher

countries of Southeast Asiなeach bring their cohtribu-

しionsまつthcse血arra(il・eS.

Thc moral.taught by fab-cs is ‘that of daity experi-

紅c“e and g○○d sens℃・

` I§n’=he fable o白he dog relcasing the booty for

thc中adow (Symbolised′ by the image o白he亘魯

in the rpir期: Of the water=he組istralion of thc

maxim: :Abird.inlhe handis worlhtwoin the

bush当Human failings -and eccentricities叩血e ∴
÷object of humorous crlticisms in the fables. Witness

thc.鉦ory of the old man c6unselItng t(he miser, Who

had ]ost the go-d which hchadburjed: ・・P裾諒融e二

i乃f# P庇e a肋へ%0楊ng z“ill be空率d /br y・卑∴
/‾ Likewise言he.f凋es sing the qu描ties of m叩. The

tigcr who wants at:all cost; "o se云,, humari inte肝

genceJs重e = ed噛測d beaten‥ He thus leamS tO

his cos=hat it is’by th子s very当n融geTICe’当hat

man triumph? 0Verもrute‘force. It is also “1he con-

fidcncc in oneseIf" in姐e fable o白he tWO traVdlcrS

and the dog. The firs白s arraid言he dog senses it and

runs a「ter him. The second, S¥ire Of himsclf, PaSSCS

by and the dog refrains from attacking him.

At the beg{pning the _fable had a tendency’to

rpora雨e, Then increねsingly it waS, Oriented towards.i

criticism Of society and o白eudal powcr. The people

are rei盲carnated ill Certain animals: the ant ,the hare,,

thcl細e fish... His cnemies a「e the ,tiger, the fox,

・か　ぐag阜e書c・ 1n some nar「aliv〔S lhぐ　alくaCk is

十与



SCarCCly conccalcd. In.the story o白hc Jrongo餌d lhc

CrOW’ the drongo rcprcsen's　血o l幽e p的p-c

thc crow the nolables・ In.order to stca=hc eggs- or

the former' lhc second sends hlm to thc road g種ng‘

The drongo finisl-eS by rcvo重tjngin ins'al]ing‘ himsclf

a=hc top o白he highes=r℃eS. The story o自he

嵩霊言霊豊島豊誓書霊
in fron吊or the a[Idienccs accordcd to stIPCriors

in the hierarchy,∴anOther shortcned bchind to

receive the inferiors !

Rarer are the fables of a mctaphysical charalCtef.

Meanwhilc le白一S Citc that o自he may-fIy and the

glow-WOr吋-Which cstab重ishes the relativity- of

ht暮m種n ConSCiousness. Doesn,=he mayイIy, Which

子　#l嵩;rOn二da持11 -heglow‾WOrm thatthcre

T短占pi叫lale∫

W埴s=he宜b匡s discrcetIy and prudcn時attack

SOCial血ngularitic3, - Oftcn by the mcdilIm Of

animalS - ribald talcs, VCry nUmCrOUS With fcuda[

decadcncc' do this ir! a mtICh morc br山al fashion,

6pe【11y cxposing thcir contclnPt for the powcr柾.

Thc range o=anghtcr ln Vietmmcsc is infinit。y

rich. Thc essayjst Nguycn TしIan has found fivc

h皿dred ¥’ictnamese cxpressions to dcsignate the

nuanc`S O=aughtcr. J缶wcnt as far as stating

``witho再laughtcr ” tha=augh‘cr and humour arc置

facIor in the sITrVival o白hc Vietnamese peoplel whcrl

the country is ``con51awhy a‘ gγ研aciih明方oo鵜,

dr鋤ght, tOrγ勅a/ ra初, #00d∫　鋤d初oec“. Faccd
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的部h t鉦雄庇J∫持a初手e a鋤d青海飾ml aggγeJ∫iO鵬,タ綿

cond初0部Ofa"川硯m鋤Jtc;dal∫Oae/y, Jftheγe C頼子

ed "e初eγ elernal //0乙ひeγS "br Ho桝erタC /awgh/eγ, O研

peopl` coのuld 7’Ol haue been ob/e !0 4rOlong研C雄筋e

u机上he ♪reJml day ’’(I2)

Some ribald talc,S PrO↓oke lねghter in the manner

of [arce, Without rheaning to bc satlrical. Such as the

story o白he threc sleepirs・ Thc fjrst feeling his lhigh

itchy scratches his neighbo【I‥軸il he blecds… The

third, haIf-Waking thinks the b10od is urine‥・ From

which come comical misunderslandings!

Other tales, CrOtic in reaction to prudishncss, Or

simply, groSS’CSpeCially in the series en融ed `● Forest

oflaughter,. (Tieu lam), ridicule hypderitical and

fals申y puritan Confucian mora航y. Such as /thc

example o白he恥ddhist monk pi。Ched.on the lips

bya riceficld crab when hc waIltCd.. from too ncar...

to re]ease the anima富c‘aUgh( hooked to ‘hc bodice of

a greedy yotIng PeaSam wOman・　　　　、

Bllt mOSt O白hese tales express thc wisdom o白hc

people who shoot thcst arrows again郎thC CCCCn-

恒Cities o「 Others. They attack everyone’eSPCCially

the rich and the gral-d; nOtables, mandarins and

owhersexpIoit!ng ,the hし1mblepeople. I=s the skin-

flint compIaining臆ef having・nO'hing Iooffer his fricnd.

白Don,t bother aboし事t‾th年” rcplies thc lat'er,‘‘eat my

horse, One Ol yOur WCll-Iattcned geesc will serve me

as a mount to rettIrn home." Jt is the miser andhis

sons-in-law replying by the pretence or an imaginary

glass of aleohol, tO 'he designs and offers of these

for the traditional fes(ival. It is lhe quack doctor,

巧



Chosen on earth by (もe envoy ・O自he King of Hcll

Whose d州gh(er is vcry間for hc only had a ghost

al his doo白o reproach bim for her dcath and who

acknowledges humbly‥_白I havc only practised my

PrOfcssiorl Since this mornlng, my Lord.,上I吊s油e

Pretelltions monochord phayer who pla聖書a differ諒

tme when the young.widow wooed Jikens his

Plavjng to lhe soⅡnd ofa bal bong used -tO disentangle

the cotton fibres. I=s this B[重ddhist monk, Who,

reg痛ng himsel「 wi[h the dogmeat cumotrflaged

under the name o千・・soya pies,・ and who,mad_、

dened bythebarking・ aSks the youngbonze what

it is! `●It’s the soya pies fI.Olrl the pagoda fig航n鎧

-‘ wilh thesoya I)ies of岨e neighb同r.▼ he replied.

Mandarins and m幽ary leaders do not escape

from popular irony. Such as the Commandcr always

証med with a融e which he 4oesnot know how to

hse.鵬`is s亀ved by ftGenie the evening of. a ba唖・

``I,m the Genie of the targetr l-e` Said∴・You`SParCd

me. I save yol=o-day. ,,

As ror covya「dly husbands, Why sparc them? Mcn

raise (he standard of rebe=ion v高len their wives are

absen[‘ Orle O白he women arrives皿CXPeC(edly and

言hey a]=.u-1 aWay. When lhey ret葛[rn they¥′see

One Of them in a co「ner. “ 「Vhatco[Irage上Hc merilS

-　tObe ot事r leader!′,.Alas,山o leader hasdied。f

手rig厨!

The storjes of Tγa借)Lon and Trang g“j・”h are

among the mosi f’amoし[S∴and the mosI v血-lent of

ribald (ales:

Trang Lon (DocIor Pig) and rγa噂釣yn信(Doctor

ノQuynh)・ like all similar doctors, are nOl my'hic!l1
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perso'1agやS of Heav餌, Or E蕪h ⑪r O白he Wa【erS.

but creatiom of the folk spiri†・ They ally good sense

and s函e, Courage and ban(e叩切/lism a可subtIely ‥

Thcir gQ9d tlImS.make the. ortcn h棚h, Criticism-of

the vanity O白he great and thc injtISti吟O白he fc[一daJ

SyStem PaSS by in latIghter∴「he man鎚rins who a一-e

串Zealous servants arc recrtIited by the’triennial

examinalions工)n top o白he list was the Trarlg Or

Trang Ng勘en言pOCtOr O口舌e lSt degree壷河om

yere resorYed the highest f竜ilC(ions.

The story of Doctor Pig言diot and careerist! Of ,

whom braggingwasonly paid by gQOd luck deno叩C-

ed′the cupidity o白he ma育darins. It stigma蘭cd the

Vanity `Of fomaljs上SCholars’ridiCulcd their predic-

tions i鼠a society which cr[1Shed intelligence,みnd

(alent unde昂のot:

The story oflD諒or Quynh goes fL暮rther in politic-

al and social critici.?m. Whiしst Doctor Pig is∴a=he

same time objectl and s[暮bjむt of¥sa(irical jokes

Q[[ynh is the incarnationぐVen Of intc11igencc, gOOd

sense, COUragC and p呼ular?Pirit.

′「he era of Quynh (工8th century)is the era when

thこLe Kings reigned but did not govern. The power

was shared betwecn thc Lords Trinh in′ (he North

(wherc lived Qt事ynh) an。 thc Lords Ng一一yen in the

So【T-h・ It is a period o「 aeutc?Oeial crisis,Of misery

and peasant revolts which shook the regimc,. Qt【ynh,

defying a=he same time both spirimaland temporal

powers,一attaCked the whole fcudal appar:冊S‥

religions and beliefs (divine geni` Ofthe vi=ages, Ani-

⊥ mism, BIIddhism’and Taoism) ; Cducation reposing on



SCholasticism wi-h ils system of examir]a(ions pro-

ducjng ignorant and formalist scholars: mand諒ina(e

子or lhe highcr grades・ Doctor Quynh slrtIggl鳩unlil

death.throし’gh ]atIghter and cr航Cisms. His dea旭

ilself is a l雨Piroue一(e since he dies [rom the poison

Which will ki旧he Lord! ’「hc ridicu!e scattcred. as

far as 'he Chinese Emperor and his amb8SSadors

The ext'raOrdjnary success o自he Tγang, their

l・apid diff[一Sion in thc;∴towns and countryside, and

the fljght’of ‘he regional Tγang i皿stra(es a whole

SOCial evoI調書ion.

Olher scholars embodying the sp剛o白he people

rebe冊on wil=ake∴事IP the reliefpf Tγang g砂裾

Xien Boi (Trang Quynh’s great-grandson) Tα X毒,

Ba‾Giai and Nghe /’an・ Their‘ advent【IreS, mOre Or

less rea】・ are 6mbroideredイby the imagination o白he

masses freed from the feudal regime.

The持(l高presenトday narratives are propaga!-

ing amongs=he people bo{h ‘he know-edge of facIS

and lhe watchword o上struggle. They `.Will haveL

greater imporlance if the masses became jncreasing-y

aware of the dal〕ger which threatens 'he indepelld-

ence o白he cotmtry.

.Fomded on rcal facIs and people the Ve cons航u(e

a sort of oral journal. A living history, registered

。ay afler day・ 'ransmitted from mouth to motIthJ

Called out by the peasant behind his bamboo hedge

Or StIng by the blind man by chance in the $treetS

and the markets・ An anonymotIS, mOVab`e jouma】,

as∴S一一Ch cveh∴ごh一Sive’ mOCkiing the at亜orities.
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Grad棚lly the ray of di血sion spreads to the villagcl

district, PrOVince, region「 and, When the event is

important, tO ,the whole country・

Some thcmes on thc ways and cusIOmS meahwhile

have a limitcd diffusion to、 the interぐ§ted region:

family quarrc]s, an!mosity betwccn mother-in-1aw

and daughtcr-in-1aw, Wjfe bcaten by her hu§band.　_

domestics j1=rea[ed, etC・, but also the constr撃tion of

a tempIe to the guardian genie or the rc:もlts ofa

good harvest.

When it is a question of a peasant iIISufrection,

the di「fusion wins over the whole province and evく壷`

beyond it. What emerges from thcse oral journa!s

is, mOre than cverything cIse’the spjrit, Of siruggle

against Frcnch coIonisatjon and against fcudal op-

PreSSion, the kings, the mandarins and thc nolab]es

SuPPOrted=by the occupying powet. 「r 1uS, the V3 of

the Bridge∴COVered with tiles from Lieu market,

circulating in a locality of Nam Dan district, under-

1ine the danger of a deterioratecl gully, neVer産pair-

Cd, and the cause of nu重nerOu書　aCCidents・ By the

Same OPPOr山扉ty they den.ounce庇corrup-ion-of

Ihc notables em車oying public denia]s to enter(ain

While neglecti.ng useful work for the people.

Appe負ring before the　▲lugu3t I945　Revolution

agairist the “Tour o白he King” irl the service of the

French, a Vれaised agains両うe injuslice o白he work-

grngs, the extcrtions and abuses which the no(ables

used on this occa6ion. The me of taxes言hc y;of

the coolle workgangs, the V; of the poor buffalo

boys, etC., Carry SeVCre aCCuSalions against the
'eXPIoi血g regime o白he limd

与重



/　　　　‾

・聞e ’historic・al履o白be 18{h and巧yh cenlur頓

Ceうebrate the rebe硝ous pcがants. (Lia, Quan He主the

冊rd wife of Cai Vang), and esp印ial】y thc pesislancc

to,C卒nialis耽on the par/ o白he patrio鉦schola.s

and of the p∞Ple亘he most we]トknown are H。

l、hanh・ Ch叩h蕪1 Ca(The「 SJ,irit of Rec剛de of the

Capital), Ha.海産fha′初ca (Song 9f the Fall ofth。

Capital) and Ve,毎t庇’Kmh d∂ (Lamenton th。

Fall宮で油e重oyalCa坤a工). ‾

¥ T●heHa‘ha証hinh脇cawasprobably composed

SOinc ′mo項hs af’ter Hanoi vy▼aS OCCupied、 by the

French for the second time. This poem is compo討
_o叫o verミe§ (of6-8)・ Not Pound=o the d6s(叫tjon

Of events it‾sings especia星y o白hc hcroiさm Of the

Governor言he scholar` Hoang Dieu’rePreSenting the

loy油y and patriotisrh in face of tr璃orous mah-

darins`Who run away or WOrk with the invadcr.‘Ih

g壷ral one fathers th応poem on当O thc patriotic

S脆oねr ftnd humor.ist Ba Giai.

′ The Hα fh卿h ’hat th‾、c示omprises 226 ‘vcrs。S.

It JSaW the light o上-ddy at almos=he same timeas

i ‘華,i予ii.膏f¥Rec雄話e o/ Zhe Cap駒l, arOund 1882

But it covers・a later pcriod sipcc it re-ates the falI or

the capital jn I873 and in I8妙Itconveysat o重Ie and

the same tirnc the joy o白he pcopIc a=hc news of

the¥annihila(ion o白he French detachment command_

fd by Fhanci事Gamier, and alSo his bitterness, his

indignation- 8gains=he.po]icy ofsurrender o白he

Hue Court. One fcels there∴al=he scom Of the peo・

Ple for the collaboratlng and defeatlst m農ndarjns. At

the samc time lt depicts thc miscry ofa murdcrcd
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露盤笥蕊誓書h詰嵩葦
King hImsc旺　　　　　　　　　　　　　　^ {一

The Ve高at∴杭短”h雄母poq YerSfS) rflat笠′an

葦等請書嵩器霊誓書豊豊島
mi§ery Which ensued w剛he retreat of the coIorlial

troop§ Who pi11aged and膏IIcd ror thre専幸三

effect not a family.in Hue wag spared一

・置V, W埼do即し∴a皿d・ pO理la富　急C主eⅡCe;皿尊さ・垂書

PrOVeI.bs and riddles

As w油庇C優dao, th● maX面s紬d p「oY料吋are裏

in popular parlancc’the flowers o白he so乱T塙

w輔e mad。∴ the depositorics of n鉦oI-a=raditiorl a!

(th白irnc.or foreign domination.

`Whilst learned ljteraturc was, during thc fcudal

time' COnfincd tQ the sino-Vie‘namCSe VbC`abu喜ary

and muliip鵬d the a冊s′ions to Chincse my彊oIogy'

the maxims and pやverb§a likc 'he Ca dao, Preffrred

terins of Vietmmesg洗面gifi and mctaphoric裏l‾imdgeS

of d叫O-day rc諏y. However their brcvity and

lheir concisenesS do not rcmove rrom thcm the

musicality f)r a language so rich in tonal resourcc'S・
(No doubt, mOre than wilh olher people9∴he Vieト

namese proverb dr’eams a pottic form. Even when

工educ‘ed to a few vyords its rhythm is pupetmtCdby

lherhyme. Thus a proverb of ±‘ive words c糾be

「血ymed :

Mua thang tu hu. d釦

1　　　2　　3　4∴∴う
‘(Rain) (moI油) (fo山th) (destroy封(ear柾)

与3



The γaタn Of fhej読′研請職ar mOnt信タ・んde所切花g

t鳥e earlん

The lhi「d foot rhymes wth lhe fourlh.

The prosodic叩olu"on o白he provcrb-has led to

the par[icu聞y仕uid poetic form 6 + 8 feeらWhjch

SeemS tO Suir Victnames。 ren(lments.

As to Ihat whichしOnCernS thc genesis of Vieト

namtse proverbs'血ee sources can be distinguishcd

lhqy camc e岨er from the ]i「e o白he pcople (m(ure

and socicty)' 0「 Othe「 ffopular sty】es (mylhs言ales,

novels jn verse…らOr from learncd臨r部ul・e.

The first source is much the mos=mporlant.
Numbers o「 proverbs relate observation of the

natural phenomcn種・ SO uSCfu=o fl PeaSan↑ people. It

is a sor章of ve「baI alm亀naC.

《` Ea克鋤巌1fng gひ融ltg短初智

Raln a白h可γ∫仁O諒子0私・・

高Moon ctγCIed?4,初b/a訪

Drought co励ing

Halo γOund ihe moon

Tell∫郷〆、ra伽●▼

= A吊he ihlrd mo研h

Old g4'O桝e航‘Jl/初C Of cold

ーSomet!mes, SenSi“ve to the beau年or t!一e landscapc.

the peas種nt spon↑aneously creates maxims which

have the turn ofa Japanese halkll:

=Et/ery C4'ind sere’e∫のα 4room m Heaz/en∴・

``Rain i∫庇雄ytんe ofHeaぴe私,’

5+

T庇rePcrtoire of agric‘u冊ral work′itse旧urnishes

the matcria=o「 proverbs ‥ all rice ctiltivalion f「om

pIoughing' harrowing to tranSPlanting and thc har-

ves‘. prOCeeding by the divErse Yari諒s Of rice and

manu←e.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　′ ’

・・My力r柄5 0f桝′ale予

My “cond of ma肋re

My擁γd-a卑肋∫ta加′Oil

My fo初音h good seed∫

A"d ony guhol` ;伽雄βlI‘7!高胴e∫J. ’’

This maxim′ COndenses ricc cu圧ivation in floodcd

宜elds into a叩nCise for正ula∴l‘he modcrn technlque

can on]y devc-op and.ctuali§C these four fundamen・

袖口actors.

The riddles, like the pr訪erbs' CnCl〕Se a WhoIc

wcal-h of p6pular knowledge. They fix the ‘charac-

t宙s of ccrlain objects or beings in a pO諦c form・

撮ethe phenome理presiding in the work and旧e

o白he peasan申he harrow, the winnowing basket,

thc m町the rice POunder, thc fishing rod・ the weav

ing -oom, the betel quid’the fan, the toad’the mos-

qui-O言he rain‘ the sun, the moon… lhere is in all

霊霊露草Of observation linked to humour
・萱`he riddlcs are constructcd so ‘hat often thcy.re§t

on pla)・S Oh words’CVOCations‘ SuggeStions which

こxcitc curiosity. ‘

My布art J弓旬// of鉦Ier船rS

S祐綿g, 51a綿d初g Or ly頼g dou)綿¥

Al/ my “能c短‘n ‘he房llage

圏

〇

回

○

○

照



Neぴあ対Op pa肋pe勃緋~e　〆

My ab脇cβ ca初野卵hem ∫所木γ勅g

Alihough pm〆綴

A m調のγ初′諦緋郷諸ouγ待硯eed解S

丁greatly融p毎e

A pa踊On海事JO 〃nCOmmOn

Wha雄証The watぐr Pipe(O白hc pc種sah()

Fo拐諦y z脇ie a∫砂Or:)

1 ha蹄beco胴e g「eyこbIa壷

Bec叩e O子細γ yO7`ng ma徹

I Aa蹄了eally ,Old Aim O〃

B面he o力en beai∫ me haγd

And y私・・ he高eep∫塊溝h ,ne,

What is it j The●mat

WIla巨nO担ralio章晶uL what subtlety in高

、 Si重櫨p重ici書y!’
’And this other Image :

Lfae,e∫ /占/1 4y雄e樅i/1iO"

From書初iree aiho郡and初Ong招heig短

/　We、`a楕印0短hem‾

B初nβi grtll i力e桝.

Thc largest part of Vie'namcse proverbs reflect

above a旧he life o白he peasants under feudaIism. It

is the village. social cel重enjoying車e一・tain a・dminis・

trati鳴autonomy・ Where old p∞Ple( are reSPected ‥

¥  .` RoyaI cdtc‘リteId ‘o giv//age cout鋤5 '・

“If o”e /短5 /ong one 4ecome∫ Old ‘nqtab/e ’1

These are the multjpIe social cbnflicts betwee旧he

rich and the poor・ reudalist andpcasants. The pro-

Verbs exprcss the greed o白hc grand people‘‥

、 ¥

困

an白ee紹g lのrd

.富’heir v諭1ty :

Ifyoα Aae,e桝One雄eOplc z証l-柚信o yO"r、
idiOC汚S

thc misery _9白he humblc peoPle : -

The r"h sel/ fheタγ dog5

The p訪the皐γ Ch在朝

theil r亡SignatlOn :

いWhe押yo壷のe a Shoγ出e訪

Y鋤Ca鳩料be heαrd fro桝hi蹄わ・,’

but also their rebe航on ;

If ,r高♪led o” foo m初Jhe carihouoγm訪l
約γ毎秒

富加肋a脇daγ博　paS∫eS by ‾

、　Thβ〆O舞e廟昨a初

Vt′′0ry肋諒e自he K初g

D直義沈めd元

some proverbs rldiculc∴ the eccentric待ids and

st喜lpldity of some/peOple :

thc se臣c○lleeiteし上

A /rog a‘鵬boタio偽Of o g4’机ee5 ‘he d可a∫
alヂd

the insatlable amb11rOuS :

The碕h卵i oblaまned・ One demand両雄eJ

-4出′ yau聞出he dog ojt‘紹Cafche吊hefly

lhc eg01St :

5ア



A桝,0γm may叫Oil the ∫0αp

When the house is buming, he.re即irlS aS S刷

- aS an ear【hem vase.

月ひeγy桝′here goo信輔e pγe湘il5

A卑ngIe day o両方e γbad

A桝,hoIe ba璃e伊l of面d毒

Aん雄dred励g∫ heard are競o′卿rth o彫海綿g

Homy鳥肌華e∫ by il∫瑚竹男n鮒・

S/oふb〃拘loe5 dri鵬高.。最d g4,at。r

T力‘/短所ger∫ q/つhe hand are ”OI of海

5a棚e Ie脇gIh

Thc proyerbs brea-he a certain popu~ar humanism ;
.l、hC V亀lup o「man :

A /勅g eean f∫ Z“Orタカmore,屈a” a Aeap of

go!d
Rumt"g孔,a′er %)ear∫ O柳生tone

P点jence :

Yo研t,ill m居e ”eedl;∫ by dint of∫harpe坤的g

‡hc iudgement o白jme :

A巌”dred yeaγ∫蹄ar∫ O’“ Jl〇年e JtClae

A庇∫aえd j,eaγ∫ u’/l ”0′Change ‘力eJ巧鋤。"l

〆p諦Iic op頼on.

g章一a出I重de !、

W方en dr力男的gjナ0〃・ a ∫tr帥タ持.予e朋embe′ i∬ ∫。悌丁子′

Op白mjsm :、
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AJ 10ng a5ihere if抄録研
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A s函e方oγ3eタ‥壷and ′he訪ole踊ble
γe力l刷io書のt・

v. The lyI.ical s書yies: Popular songs

vietnamcSe literaturc is distinguished by宜e abun-

dance and宜e richncss o白he popular songs w晶h

p恒far grca'er rOle in the na‘ional cuiturc lhan in

other ℃Ountries. The 。a dao influcnce dircclly on

the scho-ar]y poetry and have contributed lO the im-

petus of the nom verse nOVels` Whc’re folk songs and

wri購n POetry intcrpenctra(C.

Th. organic llnk cxis血g between poe'ry後nd song

is preSented ill the 'erm its。l‾ which designates

them:・・妬d ’ca” (POelry and song).

The VietnqumcSe language‘ Ol‥he s血ngth -O白(S

m。。dy and its rtうythm, lends itself admirably to

poetry. ′The words′atc monosyllabic・ By thei「 SCl輔

tic afrinity many suggeSt SenSations, impressions・

fbrms and conro血s o白he things which thcyevoke.

Each word modified by one o白he intonations o白he

]anguage can havc six different meanings・ a 】inguis-

tjc fact unknown in po-ysyl-abic叩d a-On允=an-

gl】aきeS・

The mo3t高mmOn Phra§e has its melodic design

Moved by a little emotion i白mmedialely becomc§

verse or song士rom this gift ofchildren who・ froin

school, rhyme ih verse Of 6+8 feet. Tl-is proSOdic

form is currcnt i証olksongs. 1hcy underst肌d a co吋
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宝器読書禁書8凪eac心wo即・ぐ-
The words are in two rcgisters. the初g年oua】)

register comprisjng a旧he unaccented ¥涌rds or wi(h

a descending tol-eJhe桐c (obljque) regis'er w担描

the words I甲「ked by the other torle§. The six{h ∫oot

Of thc firs- vers5 o自he couplet rhymcs w皿the sixth

Of書hc・ten唖/VC「Se.

圏x‥T子ol~g `臨~　gさ　d函　　b壷g靴用言

旬(1ak引nothing) (beautifu]) (like) (1。(us)

厳∴創面∴扇母　子I卑g　串　。克。[~

(L(c捕gr知) (flower月wh蛤) (油l川ntermingled)

南　　　　　ひ(上ng

(StamenS)　(yeliow)

The coし】Plぐt 6+生n jts dfrjnftivc form i3 thc fruti

Of a fong volu(ion of maxims and proverb§, ro Which-

SCho]aI‘s and especja母the peop重e have b。m。 。

Patient contribufron.

I陣lhe I5th century the poetry of Ng揮n Tra=s

alre着dy ill庫SPerSed of 6+8 ver8t, In lhc 16th cen-

tury tl-e Style was codified. In tho-一7th cぐn冊y the

hi如rica圧Ie jn verse雄ten ”a肋”g“ /uc was<entire_

ly written in 6+8 verse. The 18th ccn'ury was油o

藍轟童謡岩盤器r書き∵
more lhe blossomjng of'he fo華Ong.

Underthe [ermof ‘‘ fo萱ksong,同席must include two

S(串s: the Ca dao and (he Dan ca. One couId a=he

OnSet COnfound them for,the differenc‘eS be(Ween

thm are sometime§ tenuOuS. Meanwh証, CCrtaln cri-

terja allpw us IO definc ‘hem:高e 。a” Ca (falksong)
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ploying thc 6+8 form or certaln prosodlC forms

has a spe'函i抗ly regional and proJe§Sional character

虹oompriscs VerSCS Of厨ich thc number of words

is no=imited and is endowed w事h it9 OWn mu6ic.

The Ca dao (POem fo曜song) which somc designa(e

by the terms‥ folksong, folk p。elryt rhy噂・ etC eX‾

tcnd throughoutthe country叩d ilS COl席nt is bniver-

証. It is ,COmPOSCd of a con‘inuation o仁ve呼S Of 4

申6 feet, bu- mainly of 6十8 feeL rar。y of7+7ト

6+8feet and of frce yersc. It does llOt ha壷a軸yci-

fic musical air b‘lt is sung On the airs of Da肌脇Cln一

wlli(九it utilises・

The Dan cα

without dcnying the literary Clemen同is the‘m虹

sIcal element which dominateS in the Dan∴Ca Ålso

we think that a detailed study O自his stylc concems

musi調ogy頓ret than literary Study. We shall hon-

tent ourselves th誼orc with only advising on its

principal chara轟串簿ics:

The胸ca preS叫紺he traits of VietnameSe

folk inusie W鼻きrc享hG music旧nflec`tions∴allow lhe

interprcter a旧he poS華improv厨tions- Å Danl Ca

is generally construCted 「rom a poem Or a CaL dao

by adding muSical phonemes・血e¥1attcr can be sim-

ple 。ements Of voca-isation・ Or havc a mOrC COnCrC‾

te and evoca帥e毎ling. ′rhcy may appear c.ithcr irf

thc verse Or arthe end to increaSe the exprcs.ive Va-

lue. Some gO aS far as to imitatc the §Ound. o白hc

霊霊藍Ch allow to make up for their lack

The Da競Ca COmPri8eS numC重・OuS Varic書ies:
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a) lhe Ho・ Or viork sol-gS, nO doubt very old. Thcy,

Stlmulate effort and espccially collecliv,e effort of a

PeaSant PeOPIc. 「rhey accompany the transphnは暗Of

rice. husklng, the poundjng of riec言he cutting down

Of廿ee§, maCaddmizing roadvyays, Or the movement

of boatmen…

Thc Ho arc comPOSCd o白wo parts‥ the Ke, akind

Of couplet sung by a single worker, gives the theme

ivhose words cin be imP「OVised,工he S∂, VOCalised

ref重・ain・ Sung by the whole grollP and which rcmajn

iden置i。al.

Everyone knows thc Ho o白he Hue boatwomen

Whose swee[ness and poet子y arc heard i重=hc evening

On [hc Perfumc River across lhe centurjes∴

b) The Song∫ OfNfhe r初, native province.oI Ho

Chi Minh. This coun{ry is picturesquc but arid, With

frcquent droughts and floods under a buming wind

IroⅡl lhe wes書.

’rhe §OngS Ca=ed Hat Gia肋eXPreSS the love,血e

tria]s・ the sufferings of the hard struggle agajnsl na-

tural calamities and social bondage. Eねch kind of

、VOrk has its songs : Weaving, P】aitiJlg Of conical hats,

matmaking- boatwomen and tr組nSP重anters of rice.

These are dialect §ongs of.ten altermting betwecn

boys and girls.

C) The g〃anHo i§ the spccific melody of Bac Ninh.

This Rcd River delta province, ↑hirty kilometers

from Iすano白S the cradIe of the ancient Ly dynasty

(ll.I3 th centuries)∴I‘he g〃an Ho essentially vocal

folk music`’is s剛in use in forty-SeVen Villages may-

be over a terrfrory of sixly square kilometrc.s. 1ts
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易霞感顕麗

毎OngS in unison’Without instrumcntal accompanim両・

derive generally from 6十8 poaty and are cxecuted

by amateur grOuPS. The members of each g「oup are

linked not only by fee]lngs o「friendship but also by

rigOrOu3 rites. In springtilne the gro`一PS meet during

nigh{S Of fullmoon・ at-he cdge o[ ponds and rivers'

along庇village path$ Or insidc ↑hc’COmmunal ho`lSe.

oft。n 。。mpe亜ons of altefmte so重電s bctween boys

and girls are organised wi-h sy【nbolic rewards.

′rhe traditional repcrtoire is cO叫OSed of several

I hundrcd melodies・ Bu了a group oftel- improviscs on

a ncw theme to which another group reSPOnds in

d) The rrong guan (li-erai】y: army tOm-tOm) i$ a

kind of zither made of rattan fixed to thegrchmd at

its Iwo ends by a.soundbox dug inlO the ground an。

recovercd with a wooden plank. A‘verlical bamboo

li「ting up the picce of r負-tan in its Centre Plays the

role of.prop∴「he can hit with two wooden sticks

produces vibrations tranSmitted to the board by the

bambo6. The souIlds o白his inslrument reC8旧he

army tom-tOm.

The TγOng g“an is sung ar mid-autumn duri【1g

nigh's Of full moon. Young men and young girls

stalld on riverbanks, Ona bridgeor in the commun-

al housc Between them is the∴Zithcr. Thesc arc -

truぐCOnlcStS, With qucstions und answcrs in the form

e) The C最d (the Soaring Egret) isa kind of altcrnale

mcIody of the Bae Ninh region・ betwcen boys dnd

girls g油ering a=he foot of hills in §Pringtime・

63

ト

i

一

手

強

打

予

上

身

∴

∴

年

上

-

章

二

か



一㌦ ,f) The lu廿abies, Sung.by mothers and also by grapdr

mothers to ’mcke臆their cnildren sleep which thdy

SWing in lhc hammock, are general]y工n 6十8 verse

g) Children’§ SOngS are SOngS Of gamcs (hopscotch,

jh叩ping'叩Ching chopstick' hlde-and, SeCk, e書c・) ‘

h)The Lg, in verse (6十十), arC Iove∴SOngS Whose

titles緋c the fjrst lWO Sy=ables. They are誼ngat

leisure time Or during seasonal festive days.

T上-e mOSI popular are the Lyof T1・わ/6n g面1了

疎生g6ing up tothe ‘inT On the sIopc),笹y ‘ltI (Thc

banyan)・

In thc North言he Ly are presented in the form ot

細cmate songs, Of whieh lhc Quan Ho is-OnC form.
’「hcrc・are many Ly in the∴nOrtherh part of Centra]

Vietnam. ’Wc can証te the Ly Of HoaiN句m (Nostalgia

Ofthe South)誰oJtg C描hg (W束ting for the husPand).

祝I了1~購,一(marchi書「g Cloud), ThaoI了g　証z蝕(Lovc).

In the South,壷e Ly are of(Cn uSed for declara-

tion!「oI Io‘γe Con瑚O (the black bird) and ▲¥T碑a d

(The black horse) are very well-known.

i) The songs o白hc blind (J銃朋) are sung by lhe

blind on the market place or in the streets, adeom-

p種ni6d by a monochor。 or a two-String hurdy、-gurdy.

The content o白hesongs are the feats-Of-armS of peo-

Ple‘s heroes, lovc, Or S卵ire of ccrtain personalities,
.盲nd often the recital of a poem.

j)Thesongsof cult. Buddhist or Taoist, are StamP置

Cd with animism. Mediums and wizards ・sang thcm

fo exorcizc thosc pcopIc whoce 11lnc$S WaSおcribed to
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人事　　　　　　へ

_　SOme m証eflcent sPirit, b頂a晦) du「ing worShipping　.

k/ 「hefuner亀l songs: a PerSOn Singsa pOerh relaト

ing the life- the qualities o白he dead and the gricf

o白he family.

]/ ′rhe songs of the lhcatrel Very SPeCialized, Which

we do not deal with hdre.

。蕊器霊葦荒等誓話芸書経I
prbsody and intOnations of rhe languagc・ bclong

more to tbe poetic than musical domain‘ dcspile the fact

tha=hcy are gerierally sung omthe tone borrovycd∴Y.

f「om the Dan Cα∴rhey are very often sho呼:tWO

l-uu「, Six, Cight ver3fS, gC【lCra11y rhyrped verses.

In the presen圧tate Of rese種rch,旧S Still impossi

ble to tocate the popular songsand proverbs in thelr
. time. In fh高the names of persons arc very‘Seldolr十

. mcntioned, SOare lhe namesofplaces・eVen the grea上

socio-POliticpl upheavals which could serve as land-

The( Ca Dao oftcn trcat only of genera=heme・

(mture, love, fom亘y), Whieh did not develop during

the millemia of feudalism. Mpreover’r胆ny Ca Dao

h3Ve Changed with the rcgions nnd generations’likc ‘

a11 1iteraturくうnOt〈 yet fixed by writi寄g.

Besides pocms in n鉦on亀1 1anguagc by臆Nguyen

` 「【「rai (【5th century) which use proverbs and CのDab∴

lhe fiist work which reco「ds thcm in”∂肋apd thus

a]lowsone to date them is the Thien Nam Ngu Luc

. (cnd o自he17th century).



Ås far as the’cdnt轟もf Cα DGO We Clas排ry畑cm‥

in twO CalegOrics‥ t/tle lyrical Ca Dao and the-his-

tぐrical CaDao.　　　　　　　　　　　、 .

‘a/ The lyrical・Ca Dao constilute the esさCn触I con-

tcnt o白he gcnre:They help undcrs(and and f⊂e=加

landarld man of Vietnam. Withso ,muchaffcctton.nd ,

tenderness thcCa Dao evoke this land: these land→

scapes言hese plants and animals! A旧hedelicacy of

feclings, devoid of artifice‘ draws in the light of

fさmiliar宜ings a tradi-ional’but constant]y rcnewed

SWeetnC5S.

〃 I=s first of al用he臆V川age∴Simi書ar to somc ancien(

engra証ng :

・・琉lβγdaJ,, chle 5COO碑g g{,atCγ I /〆‡ my /aC短,

o露台ome lot郁男o牝)eγ子’・

Landscapes/ o互en nimbed with rcgre'S and nostal-

gia:　　　　　　　　　　　’-　/

`. Tんe Iβ招初g・5iag`

j∫ deJeγied

N`aγ the ba扉a"　　　　　　　　　、

. Tん〆γサboat

ガかgo海e短u)hみ′∴’

And herc js the bridgc:

I p叩0ひeγ ihe bridge/

Iタml初e my COn伽l hαi

AJ棚伽y aS海∫pa研け青he br擁e

「一　So are海∫0γン0郎Of請y heaγi!

Riveted to his bamboo hedge, thc pcasant feels

mhappy to leave h終villagc‥

6()

了　“Id坤αγf諦励鳥or桝yn幽e諦I呼子

qf庇的ateγ-1砂珂妨:

Of‾aαbeγ少れチタ融Ied高言巧毒的Ce・ ’’

A vcry hard life, rice-grOW垂皇・in rlooded rice

ficl言s in face’of thc §CVerenature:

`●0卑0“初0’r・ hold勅g紡」′O競γ融珂

T航bo桝7伊Il of γ棚

Tん毒　〆ihe pI鋤据

置fnihe肋dday方e4t ・

V初c　側部tho聴h雄e rt“串eld訂

T月初鳥of施訪ea‡

W部費館「oタ砂dγOp

Fa伍のβ_γain. ’’

「hc pIoughman,s companion i3 t鎚buff鉦o. It is

robust, a.1iltle塵avy and loutish, i[ is言us上撮e the

pIoughman・ hard-WOrking and tenacious :

“0信叩防塵lo !

ぐome tn音IO最高初eld鋤d plo獲h

・・・ Nei説eγ」 yO午nOγ J

・ Sparきou読I卯書坤In・ ,,

′rwo other animals●inl the coun-rySide oftcn come

back in lheCa D細: the stork.and the Iitt】e fish

b∂ng・ While th乞うatter reprcsents the swect and deli・

器等豊吉薄墨霊r書芸書誌
qu担Iics and shorlcomings’his desires and aspi‾

rations.

′rhc‾ stork alights on the talus and言ike man・

p病ddles in thc mud, r種in or→ Shine, tO Se包rCh forノ
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food・ The pcasant complains. abou=he landlord,s

high.handcdness :

`てLillle JtO壷

Why do yoα "aγCh布r JO研/00d

When mgh出a弓もI/e”?

・The br鋤ch JJ Joo Plタa雄

、　A動d初pond IOO mar

二MaJieγ! MaJter!

《 Drau′読e o妨Oj uaieγ pl`a∫e!

Jf J,Ou有nd m g初Ity

. Coo烏me u研hbamboo壷ootJ

But fbγ pity’言a烏e.I

Not毎muddy uaieγ. my ma擁r・

ThelillIe∫iOr短　‾

Woαld揃手佃∫O mαCh〆o筋it!、,’

Extortion and expIoitalion increase :

“ ff you borro牝)勅e, y鋤.m私∬ γe/C‘rr=帥‘’. ・

“ People初手e ihem∫elりe∫ io eaγn SOmさ的ageJ

I Aat,e b′e胴Jer卵nt鋤d γ′他rn emp/y #ag布d

.　No吊0αming !カe mrI/iary Jeγ雄e ‘’

‘　for feudal wars・ :

“When ihe iom-tOm giひeJ ihe 41存続

W初?解力ot i" the boat

O橡「 t佃r∫寿II I庇γqin・ ’’

Thc whole social systcm has bech depounced :

“My child, γ鋤的ber /hi5.’

B`7id狙Plu"d`r at扉ghら”andαγ痢絢雄eday胴e・’’
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Colonists who recruit coolies for the South :

=Day aj五r day ihe争点o暗,

Carγfe出0γ少e∫ Of peopl宮・

FalIe掴ndβγ ihe “卑‘q声he t叩eγin′enda品”

“since Jhe co織部ry Zt)aS fO堅甲グed dy擁帖j‘i・

People hat,e bem諭rn o“J and毎pβ 6`′e”

、 .叫aγated布m読ano沈I∴’’

Generalizing the case of black Africa, the Dict用n-

ary o=,iteratures(I) ・`has underlincd lhe criutal

acumen言he spiri' 9f revolt膏insubordination and

of non-COnfomism了and a cer'ain looSeness o「 verb亀l

literalure5… But one must say l.ha同hose litcratureS・・

contain anothcr, rOutil}e,-1ate apd conforinist curren仁’

This・remark may aIpply to VietnameSe Cf講ao and

proverbs with ‘he千eservation tha=he second cur・

ren=s rcally of little importance∴Rare are tl-e Ca

Da掴nd provfrbs insPired by the ・ideology o=eu-

dal classぐS, ¥Vhichshows contempt fo-r manud=abour

and′praisしs l胆ury悠nd idleIICSS.

The woman, in this oppressed society言s the most

disinheritc.d crealure. AIwdyS an unimporIant PerSOn'

she mustdepehd on her岬arents as.a child, On her

husband a「ter marriage and on t-er eldes仁son after

her husband's dea血・ She.has no freedom o=ove.

The younggir=s :

・・Li加ihe roJe 5雄

Wh存h γ栂IeJ m ihe maγ短で、

F豊醤‡ Van Tiegト‘em’
Presscs UhlVCrSitaires de

ヽ
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蜜調d as短i妨げ:

“A/as, !棉tOwiose加nds shal/J華l/?‘‘ O

She’ls Iooked upop as a commodity :

・り離読∫0誘糾h io.頼lo桝, yOu

B“′ aγe yO…蹄e　　　　　　　　　　　、

、 You海II nol ,ell・me

When yo雛んa。e nb more ∫ape烏e∫?’’-

A reproducing dcment :
α Al t擁rlee7z, I maγγted vou

At cig加e弼, ∫ czlready had直りe Chfldγ`n

O脇fhe roa〆I’m’ta加n jbr ayo録ng gtγl!’’

Some書imes she muslmarry an old man: ‘

言ひ屈he γOad. they a壷me.・

I3 he y㍗γ華theγ

Or yo“r hu∫bのnd?、’

The family burdcn is heavy and is comp負red to

a stork:

=Ai lhe γ短γ’∫ edge.　　　・

Padd短の…γた　　　　　　　　　　ら

Sんe fbllo郡her hぴんand

Unガer而danc毎g pole 、

The γiCβタS heaひy　・

TeaγJ are bilteγ. ,,

She tries Io carn ’a ljttle money on the. market、

bu=he soldiel- dqes not spare her ‥

いEh.MIJter ihe soldier

◆　Lelgo庇〃ap of加y子Obe

Th` 〃舶γ鳥ei∴ ∫ drau廟g tO a勧e競d

7しし

、　　¥

工　　　　　　　音l　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　ノI

T加γe aγ′擁一柳0巧むeg雄〆e5

Ho卵O fわd山y棚o庇γ

A綿d〆請y 、Cんildre乃タ’’

The mother-in-law is nO=endcr-heartcd :
当りlolher一万年Ia郷) a訪音da場面新一畑-l露草、

Ma∫毎r a?事d.5e砂伽l,
′　Ne卯γ loひe ecβh othβγ∴’

Unhappy is the 、fate o白he eoncubine :

・` Tγa噂Ia鵬ng, 1タl妨g

A訪al雄太i謝ho桝′ l u訪and

AII a左棚e,秋雄Jhoul a請qI　′

I部he擁訪ng COld∴’

And that of thc widew :
・・ L栂a弓00! adr伊.　　　　　　軍

I釣ya初l叫′ loI

And青n i中細申ty γ00m,

Va存

Thγee y細手持∵

Not dn-y tl耽e ycars, but often all hcrlife becausc

th。 widow who JeSPeCtCd herself ncver pemarricd.

In the dullncさs of days and l|bour, PeaS食ntS・

wo竜nen and incn atikc, know, however, _vi;holesome

joys言OVe; hope thd optimism.

The we廿dcserved reward o=亀bour `

``加納and鋤?/

Good、 Hea7)e爪! cむme in釣me

.らOur /OタI z4,il仁be paid

W待h sタl据γ u融eγ and goId γice
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pon’l IeI qny arpent朽木Il鍬,

An Jnch (r/and,鋤擁h ofgo/d・・・,

A=h. 。。言とsts of songs maI・kihg ,SOmC∴SPring

festiva]s, thc stork alsq represen'S, by the whllぐneSS

o白hc fca4hcrs and her ligh(neSS, graCefuhess ar-d

beauly :

. “The肩or烏/lieJ, Jhe JtO帝hot’er∫

Gi′事伽d boy∫, /e高∫lari寂e ∫Ong・∴’

Noone can remain indi匝rent to lhe beauty or

4nature　二　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　、

``Hey ! ・M)守Irl・

Why do yo“ dγa約

The golden owoo研mO yO研JCOOp

・ .Topouγ、il

On/0 /he γタCefield ”

Thcre is, S剛and above all, lovc, Which is“bor重l

outsjde lhe constraints o「 Conrucian moral, Wilh ils

PaSSionate teqrs and surges・ A1=he auしhors agree lO

note tha=he number of love Ca.Dao js greater than

that of the others. Mos11y born of thealtcrnate song?

bctween young girls a-1d young men, they kecp

[hei「 initia上StruCture: ¥eVen the shortest onc,

wiinout any qdestions and ar-SWCrS, PreSuPPO$es the

PreSenCe Of an invisible jnterlocutor. ′J’o beこin

wilh a toke重I O「love :

“ Si桁e,桝y girl,　　　　　　、

Ouγ〆据croJ∫

Ta烏e Jhe b雄I gαJd∴’

Silent rcsistancs to lhe parents :

7之

`弓書0桝Paf∫ by?he‘γ●adレ

A訪I loぴy鋤

・ Mypare初5donol′短o妙abo卵i　・

’If !hey are ag4'aγe Of iI

They z{;!ll beat 7”e Oγ Send me.声r 。z‘’ay∴’

Communion in hard work:

付lVhiter i就n cotiO鳩/

She doe∫ hof pl aJe me・

Ben,のC出在e riCef諦d

4nd、d胡壷en帝by the s桝n

My heaγl me捗on/y ‘O See heγ

Mしltuき=ove :

白MJ’/03’信出he γ頼ng #d′・

YouγJ,初lle描i;r,

f∫ a雄CC Of j据・embalmed z”iih JnCm塙

Whe「c thc sensual has its share :

・` Blan烏el and mal

Åt my 、んead

メイγ。n。i約3雄・

Sil点く研hiO緬le∬∫0力、∴∴ 、

Thal? yO軸げaγm,

重dclily dr thc woman in a ‘1ove whi品cannot be

conceivcd outside the marital framcwork:

・・Where咋r yO“料, /ei m弓blIo 4 」刑

NもI"atier巌nger,.徹O ma′l‘r,勅e cold / ’’

Beyond　-ove between men and women thc

c叩ntry,s ethics is no=acking in、Wisdom’in m‘SChief
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and sensこ‾of humour. Fir$t Of all, thc nece3Sity

Offarm work, howevcr hard lt may bc:
ゝ 、・《Ohmy旬的lo.I

Co請e i胸the卒研eld a毒plo移h 」

、 Plo堆h-鋤d¥i妬けpla諦　∴

L栂0んγ PeαSant a揮e揮r$ ,,

Onc mustconten‘. OneSClf wilh’thc Iot one轟as :

・`Do not dreom of J(串J雄

Do no手loo鳥do桝)n On. CO耶‥a脚a5・,,

/An畳one should not build castlcs in theair:

:`Al庇poo生edge

A 10ad
‾W〃hりe∫巧鋤rd∫ ihと∫旬

D′ea例で

Of 5u)al中海g’lhe航rJ・’●

In family」壷, One mu3t Seek peabe. `Hence- th]s

Piece of advicc to lhehusband who bcats hi・S W汗e :

・　`〇・ Hold! Sto壷!

Yo卵"ho beal. yO妨紡〆

W初的hom庇"鋤ll yoα.訪ep?

1fyo鋤&eaI Aeγ, do jO′in庇霜oγn海g

Noi ′出方e e。鋤ng

Or yo雄のll be alone初6cd.,,

Even if beauty is no=he woman’s s(rOng POint

love transforms her :

《月ig竹een γ鋤gh haiγJ

、　Co桝eo私t。fheγnO聞1s

Heγ h"3ba"d /i烏e出h“n.

7†

He砂:⊥　　　′
“埴a pre読直れHea読

Th日高aγd qf塙e draぐ∂n㍗’

Onc must acccpt PeOPf旺s they are-:

`・ Wh鋤タ00γ

No o持`点的O祝yO〃

FfγJ白n ihβ αamina招on

、　Y(所柄m初a函yhaびe

Moγl iんan坤左h鋤∫の毒し朽mds∴’‾

And defy the gcomancers :

:・Jfeach.or率面Of ,a”d co“ld車ea信　′

Moγ融鋤o研00庇yeγ柳O桝l高相e 7硝elh中

Tlle PeまSant makes fun ofbonacs:

う　唖b鋤i痢l’約oman∴`Ome吊y,椋鳥e聞方のnd

Go初g tO紺とh cγab∫

.... He lea弼∫海γelheholyboo烏

And γ復調’q埴r the maiden・ ’’、

Hc Is confident i~1 the wel埴ed solidarity and

Villagc community : /

:・ A棚gle tree
自　害星署

Ca"nO書′γ`優le a mO構mal州

B初!hree of Jhem !oge!her

、 Th砂肋a禄高e毎he5t Om∴

b) The historical Ca Dao are limited.in humber. For

many o白hem, iti; notyet possible to say- Whether

they areboma“he sametimc as oraftcr 'he historie-

al evcnts which inspire ‘hem. ・rhey do ll’Qt describe

nor analyse the、子ac【S・陳e the Ve. Bu=hey conte11t
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thcmselves with exprcssing lhe feelings, a岬ude am]

Sほnd poinl of the peop]e in race of such.cvc’nt‘Or

PerSOnage aS disrup=heir冊e.

A re9ent eXamPle migh↑ be sough=n i庇struggle

¥らf the Vie両rpesc pcople for independence. It w狙

be enough to read some modern Ca dao boγn in lhc

COllrSC O自he two w負rs of resistanee to thc French

、and Americ`ans 10 fcel lhow. de叩(heir roots are in

the Vietnamcse tradiiion.

`` Hoz鋤er嬢h the mo叩ta榊

Al ′he JumInit

守Ve’re J在Il毒ler ”
岳O

l　　　　、

莱
袖・∴場

= W初fh;re,∫ ”O mOγegra即n‾ ’he Plaタn ofReeds

Oわly then

Wi/l /h′re be "O mOrC Viβ′nam錆e

To /ighi /he初卵der. ‘’

*
*音∴米

`・ Go/den c/0αd5 ‘n ‘he壷y

Li′′/e Ji∫ler∴ Y鋤caγry aγm掴nd擁e

‘　The enemy recei船のeγythtng by p/am

Yo筋力et and yo肌「 hand∫

Aγe才力r greaierヽひal嬬・∴’

*

♯∴　音♯

7有

ヽ

・・L房男o約eγ3 0f ihe ∫am bγb庇h

N。r/h伽d So“油aγe OfJhe ∫ami /ami/y・ ”

♯

録音∴控

’薮　Y

・リpa5∫ 0ぴγ the bri4ge

-I頼訪れe肋y CO航al hdl

To lβe b′iier　　了

The柵er f/o桝)出端r Jh‘ Pla申・

A"d /lo郎初ea勅!he b#0砂,S・

N。 mt′eγ ho乙川he bomb3 aγe !

A 〃oa擁g bridge

Alu′ay訪ねthe iu,O ban短

.や0病atieγ hou, ihe bombs aγe,

Our卯h毎les aIu)ayJ CγOJJ Oひ′r・

M請Iy Simi]ar Ca Dao will be ablこto rcsis=he tcst

o白ime. It is undeniablc that despite ’the profound

soc‘ia=ransformations due to socまal’ism’despite the

impac- Of thc mass media・ the anonymOuS liter血re

with a popularノand co11cctive character・ Will co証nue

to blossom on the ・ VietnameSC SOil・ Authorities in

this ficld havc discussed the value and prospec-s Of

thls trend but failed to agree. However・ i白S eSStntial

t。 m。k。 thls bbservation‥証bute ‘nuSt be paid to thc

1945 August Revolutien for having given back to thc

popular庇r種turc its pride or place in the cultural

patrimo…1y and to have rcasscr-ed its value・

1HUU NGOC

Ha競0らA♪γfl重98重
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NOTES

I. W姐the pしIblica'ion of D寝言h叫句'‘んoI・雄(重835).

2・霊y霊盈忠霊葦盤i講義露盤
`’popular cullurc ’,.　　　　→

3・葦n蕊隷書盤さて罷留(舗結雄蕊
Cul(ures

薫轟轟韓籠議欝
/5: viet‥ ethnic majorit恒_Vietnam

7.葦蒜SCri申or transcr~bingr the Vieinamcs巳

8. Nguyen Van Mai, VicI Nam Phong Su.

凝鶴磐羅蕊葦端整
I誓書善く籍th)‥ COuntry O白hc elhnic group of

農’避謹護置露盤

I2. O高` Need♪r La毒毎”, Vietnanl Advanccs N。.6 1963

重3・ R旬肪d Words
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.r'HE DRAGON誰D 7|IIE ′「IE高(章)

.　oR I'HE LEGEND‘1I評　ORIGINS

OF THI; VIET P月OPLB

Thousa【lds of year§ ago in the country o「 I」inh

Nam there l・ived a. clan chie上with superhuman

strength called Loc Tuc who took the title of King

Kinh Duong. Endowed with magical powers・ hecould

walk as∴eaSilY On Wa'er aS On land.

one轟y, during a Walk on lake DongDinh he

met LongN町da¥1ghterof KingIノOng Vuong(Dragon).

From their union. a SOn whs bo「n who received the

name S早ng Lam.

Ås he grew up‘ _Sul-g Lam revcaled ' hcrcしIlean

streng[h’岨ing like a piece of s-raW a StOr‘e hloek

whi。h two me亘uldノnot manage tO CnCircle with

sung I.am also inherited the supernatura! girts of

his father, SuCCeeded him as leader o白he country

und。r th。 nam。 Lac l」Ong Quan (Dragon・ King of

the Country o「 the IノaC).

A=his timc there was neiiher order nor pcace in

Linh Nam.、King Lac Long resoIved to travel his

cotJntfy宜om sou-h to north.

(瀧) Gnddess

6鵜▲10¥’



富h○ ○i種皿章Fi3h

Thus it was that oncday hc met a fish of cxtraor-

dinary size in ‘he South桝n Watcrs. Mcasuring fifty

tr〃0"g (l), it3 tail §tOOd up like a hugc sail. It {、Ould

swa11ow mofc th種n tcn‘ mcn in a si孤gle mouthful‘

When it　§Wam it raised waves sky-high, and

thc.boatsgliding inthe vicinity werc at risk of bcing

swcpt away. ’rhe fishcrmep Were Very arraid,Of

the Dcmon了ish. I=ivcd in a dcep cavcrn leading lO

the bottom o白hesea and an opening on top onlO a

mountain chain which divided thc riparian cqlIntry

in10 tWO ZOneS.

King Lac Long wanted to.rid the pcopIc of this

scourge. He h誼made a soIid boat and forged a block

of iron with sharp∴whitc-hot sides. ′rhcn he saまled

/tOWards the demon’s abode. Raising the block abovc

hiS hcad he ga誓the bcast thc ilIusion of throⅥγing

a man at him a§ a quarry, Then he thrustthe burn-

ing metal into the enormous open mouth. Mad with

Pain, the monster rose up. trying tQ OVertum the

boaしBut quick as lightnlng斗ac Long sliced the

monstcr into thrce pieces w血his sIword. ¥

The hcad at once transformed into a dogfish. Lac.

Lollg, tearing up lumps of the shore made a dyke to

bar the animal’s way.1 Cutlingoff l(S head he threw

it opto the mounlain which has sincc thcn beeI暮

C‘a=ed Cau r)au Son (Mountain o白he. Dog’s Head)・

I.肋ong= an anCicntunit of-lcng'h = 3 Tm

書之

The body w青s carricd away by lhe cl)rr叩t and-

ねndcd`in the country of Man Cau・ As for the la持

§kimed by Lac Long. it s朝envelops the is重and of◆

Bach L9ng Vi_(Tail o白he white Drあgon) lhc centrc

o白hc sca∴

Thc regioh/bcing dclivcred o白書s marine scourge’

King Lao L9ngPurSued his route as far as Long Bien・

A task 8ti= waited him lhere.

The NineJtailed Fox'

Å fox wi叫nine tails, mOre tha龍atho早sand ye種rS

old, hid himsel白n an obscure grotto a=hc fooI of a

mounIain on・thc west side of the city. This eviし

spirit often assumed a human fofm lO ming]c with

thecrowd and lo carry awby yourlg girls whom he

violatcd in‘ his lair. In the region strctching froin

Long Bien. to Tan Vien Mount al=he familics had,

alas」Paid their tribute to this ignoble bcihg. 1he

population livcd ih a‘Permanent State Of terror: Many

wcre∴th⑦Se Who, ab裏ndoming house, fields∴and

gardcns, had carricd their household Gods cIsevihere.

King Lac Long was 「illcd with dcep_Piしy and de-

cided to purge the rcgion o白his mons子er.
1Alone, armed with his Sword. hc went towardS.

the entrflnee tO the gro"o. Onseeing him the enemy

threw hiinsclf巾on him. Using his magic power Lac

Long ea11cd winds. rain and storms to hi6 aid∴丁hc

fight lasted thrcc days and nights.

Weakencd, the monster lried to flee∴rhe king pu「・

sucd i’t and cut off i[s head. Then the monstcr took

On its origiml form and onlylthc body or a nihe-

面led fox remained at Lac Long’s feet. Entering the-
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