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WHILE A GREAT deal has been said of血e Vietnam war, Very li血e

has been written about Ho Chi Minh, the guid血g soul of the Dem-

OCratic Republic of Vie血am for a quarter of a century. Although

Ho is gone, his policies will continue to affect血e co町Se Of events

in Indochina and Southeast Asia for many years to come.

After perusing mmerous docunents and materials, bo血Com-

munist and non-Communist, I have reached血e conclusion血at Ho

had consistently followed a plan which he had fomulated in |911,

When he left Vietnam for France to embark upon a revolutionary

Career, and which he kept basically unchanged心roughout址s life.

He was a detemined man wi血a well-COnCeived plan, a nationaHst

revolutionary dedicated to the expausion of Communism in Indo-

China. Ho successfully exploited the inpatience of the West and its
ignorance of his motives and goals. W蘭e Ho’s understanding of血e

West was more than adequate, the West,s evaluation of Ho ha§

been tragically defective・ Many Westem dip量omats’POliticiaus,

Scholars’and’nOtably, rePOrterS Often attributed idea§ and policies

to Ho’ideas and policies血at had not even entered his mind. These

assumptions, ironically, Often became self-ful糾ing prophecies. Ho

reacted to the West血e way血e West saw hin’and he usually

emerged as the winner.

The resuIt of血ree years of research,址s book is a sincere aト

tempt to present as much as possible of what was significant about
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Ho’s revolutionary career’his role in血e Communist revolution in

Vietnam, and his skillful expIoitation of the Vietnamese independ-

ence movement by foousing on血e complex events in Indochina

Since the Second World War and on the various pohoies血at have

led to the present tragedy.

To the College of St. Catherine I owe a debt of gratitude. Its

administration accommodatingly allowed me a great deal of free-

dom to arrange my classes in such a way that I could pursue my

res earch.

To my colleague and friend, Professor Harold W. Chase of血e

Uhiversity of Minnesota, I express my sincere appreciation for his

helpfulness. He read portions of the manuscript and gave me great

enCOura gem ent.

I wish to thank Mr. Alick BarthoIomew, Senior Editor at Macmil-

lan, for providing me with expert editorial advice. He has been

especia11y heIpful and generous with his t血e.

I am particularly indebted to my wife, Kathleen, nOt OnIy for her

Patience and understanding, but also for her consistent encourage-

ment and helpful suggestious. She has shared wi血me血e probIems

encountered in my research and cheerfully served as a sounding

board. Her coustructive criticisms and,ねove all, her皿derstanding

are a任ectionately acknowledged・

Finally, I wish to express my loving appreciation to my three

SOnS, Remi, Michael, and Roland, Who patient]y suffered a lack of

fatherly attention during my seemingly endless years of research

and w融ng・

N. KHAC HuYEN

S青. Pau裏, Mわれeso青a

December,工970

励れみdめn

A QUA珊R OF a Century has passed since Ho Chi Mi血made his

debut on the intemational political stage. Ever since September 2’

1945, When he appeared in public for the firs沌me as Ho Chi Mi血

and President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV), tO

proclaim to his people and to血e nations of the world血at `創men

are bom equal; they are endowed by their Creator wi血ce轟a血

unalienable Rights; anOng血em are Life, Liberty’and血e pursuit

of Happiness’,・ and血at “Vietnam has the right to be a free and

independent country-and in fact it is so already’” this frall, gentle,

and shy-looking man with a血in goatee played the game of po職ics

with such skill that his adversaries were held血awe. For twenty-

five years prior to his coming to power, Ho had patiently labored

for the intemational Communist movement, undergone severe pri-

vations, risked imprisonment’fought against great odds, leamed

and`maStered血e technique of §urvival. Successively a member of

the French Commu血st party’the Russian Communist party’血e

founder of the Indochinese Communist party (ICP),血e Viet Mi血

League, and the Lao Dong party’the archit∞t Of a successful Com-

munist revolution, the head of a Communist state,血e obst血ate

Asian leader who held at bay two leading Westem powers, Ho was

indeed an unusual revolu。onary whose achievements were se∞nd

to none. This fragile man has left an inde鵬le impact on血e inter一
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national political scene, the effect of which will be felt for a long

While he was a well-known political figure’his past up to 1945

WaS Shrouded in mystery. Soon after his first public appearance, the

rumor began to circulate that Ho Chi Mi血or ``Ho Who Enlighト

ens’’was none other than Nguyen Ai Quoc or ``Nguyen Who Loves

His Country:’血e Comintem agent who had founded血e Indochi-

nese Communist party飾teen years earlier in Hong Kong. There-

upon, the French police feverishly searched血eir創es, Studied them

for more positive clues, and compared Ho Chi Minh,s picture wi血

that of Nguyen Ai Quoc, Who had been reported dead in China in

1933・ French photography experts unanimously confimed that

Nguyen and Ho were the same person. Besides o血er urmistakholy

identical traits’the right ear in both pictures was pointed, While the

left was reguIar in §hape. Thus the DRV President was the same

man whose innumerable aliases and adroit disguises had deceived

many, including the well-Organized French Sdret6, Which, aCCOrd-

ing to Bemard Fall, WaS ``beyond doubt one of the best secret

POlice organizations outside血e Soviet orbit.’’1 While Communist

SOurCeS finally testified to his identity, Ho Chi Minh, in the early

days of his ruIe’had persistently denied that he was Nguyen Ai

Quoc. In 1946, Raoul Salan, the French general in charge of truce
negotiations with the Viet Minh’aSked Ho if he was Nguyen. The

DRV President firmly denied it.2 To the few Vietnamese who dared

to raise the same question’Ho simply gave an evasive answer. Not

until after 1958’When a group of Communist dipIomats stationed in

Hanoi paid an o鯖cial visit to the house in which Ho had spent his

Childhood, did publications of the DRV confim Ho’s real identity.3

A shrewd calculator’a COnSummate aCtOr, a Patient revolutionary’

and a ruthless agitator, Ho was a man of many personalities. An

American OSS (O餓ce of Strategic Services) o餓cer, Who worked

With Ho at his jungle headquarters in No血em Tonkin during

World War II, SPeaks of him as “an awfully §Weet guy.’’Jean

Sainteny, the French o餓cial who carried out nonproductive negoti-

atious with him during the crucial 1945T47 Period, describes him as
``an ascetic man whose face revealed at the same time intelligence,

energy, Cunning and shrewdness.”4 M. N. Roy, the Indian ex-Com-

munist who underwent extensive Marxist indoctrination with Ho at

Moscow’s university of the ToiIers of the East in 1924, remembers

I融でOdαC寂れ　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　ⅩV

him as ``an unimpre§Sive personality" and a poor student. WhateVer

opinion a person may have of Ho’he camot escape the conclusion

血at血e late North Vietnanese President was a remarkably succe§S-

fu=eader. And in血e revolutionary lexicon’it is success that counts.

Ho was not血e genius that his admirers claimed him to be; nei血er

was he血e monster血at his opponents pictured・ He certainly

thought of h血Self as a dedicated man in血e service of a good

cause. He never hesitated to resort to any means to achieve his

I)Olitical objectives. He was the man who pretended to be an uncle
to his people,血e man whose popularity was gready exaggerated by

his supporters: αIn血e remotest vi11ages of Vietnam, North and

South, eVery little c軸d, as SOOn aS he can speak, ba心bles to his

mother `I wi11 be good, Unde Ho will be pleased:,,5 He was also

the good old Uncle Ho who ruled with an iron fist and who, for

reasons of state, Silenced forever half a million of his stubbom
“nephews,, and ``nieces,, during血e infamous period of land refom

in North Vietnam ( 1953-56 ) ・

Yet, in spite of his success and ru皿essness, Ho was basically a

humble man. His appearance denoted the simplicity of a man de-

voted to the service of his people and a total disregard for umeces-

sary comforts. Shortly before he was to read the Dedaration of

Independence on September 2, 1945, his associates suddenly di§-

COVered血at Ho was not properly a咄red for the historic occasion.

He wore a wrinkled long-Sleeved white shirt’faded耽aki shorts,

and a pair of old sandals made of discarded automobile tiresI After

a frantic shopping expedition’his aides brought back a dean khaki

§uit and a pair of manufactured sandals・ For ``reasons of state,’’血e

old revolutionary obligingly gave in.6 The favorite attire of President

Ho Chi Minh was not much different from血at of the revolutionary

Nguyen Ai Quoc. Whether he attended a cabinet meeting, PreSided

over a banquet honoring visiting dignitaries’Or talked to a group of

children, Ho invariably wore his white high-bu壮Oned linen jacket

and trousers and slipper§・ “They call me `Excellency., Funny’eh?’’

he casually remarked to a foreign visitor.

Before delving into血e past of this unusual man, One Should

reca11 the conditious that gave rise to血e nationalist movement in

Vietnam and paved the way for Ho’s revolution. While it is true

that favoral)le circumstances make heroes out of ordinary men, it is

also true that outstanding men create favorable circunstances for
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themselves. Ho Chi Mi心血doubtedly’WaS Such an outstan‘丑ng

Ever since the French completed their conquest of Vietnam in

1884, amed and nonamed revolts of Vietnamese agaiust血eir alien

rulers took place intemittently. The first armed rebe11ion, the C伽

VtJO"g Or Monarchist Movement (1885-1913), Which invoIved

kings・ COurt O鮪cials, and scholars, WaS just the beginning phase in

the continuous struggle against French occupafron.

The realization that modem Westem technology and p軸osophy

Were SuPerior to Confucianism motivated the Vietnamese e量ite to

request the coIonial administration to build more schoo量s to train

native children in the modern sciences. Confronted with a French

refusal to comply with their legitimate wish, PrOgreSSive Vietnam-

ese scho]ars launched the Do"g K励Ng筋a肋uc, generally

known as the Scholars’Movement ( 19O7-O8 ) , tO PrOPagate Westem

ideas through a nationwide network of private schooIs. The Freneh

retaliated by suppressing血ese schooIs and incarcerating their or-

ganizers. This autocratic measure led other scholars to organize

PeaSantS’demonstrations asking for tax reduction and educational

refoms" These futile manifestations resuIted in nothing but blood-

Shed, deportation, and execu慣On Of scholars.

The Dong D“ or Exodus to the East Movement (19P5-39) de-

Served special attention as it was started by Vietnamese leaders who

firmly believed that only an acquisition and assimilation of Westem

knowledge would save A§ia from colonia萱ist exploitation. Underly-

ing this belief was the admiration for Japan, Which, after three

decades of adoption of Westem techniques, had emerged as a

Strong nation, independent and free from foreign domination and

ir岨uence’POWerful enough to defeat China in 1895 and Rus§ia a

decade later. Thus Japan, an Asian coun中y had acquired su餓cient

indu§trial and military might in a relatively short period of tine to

humiliate a European power. The Do"g Dt’mOVement, Organized

by血e great nationalist Phan Boi Chau, reCmited young men for

§Cientific, miIitary, and political training in Japan. A number of

Vietnamese were aIso sent to the Whampoa Political and Military

Academy in China.皿e movement had gained considerable mo-

me血m when it was dealt a fatal bIow in 1925 by an act of Com-

munist treachery’Which will be discussed in the second chapter of

址s b○○k.

IntγOdu ciion　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　珊扇

The arrest, trial, and §ubsequent conviction of血e wideIy revered

phan Boi Chau aroused intensive nationalist fervor in the country

and led to the fomation of the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang

(VNQDD) or Vietnam Na。onal Party (1927-33, 194E「46) by a

group of intellectuals endowed with a more Westemized outlook.
In 1927, a nunber of teacher§, Writers, and jouma膿sts set up a

諾置窪需詳霊獣:監C言霊晋豊‡
political thought, and (b) to acquire financial resources to support

their nationalist movement. Very quickly, the French Sdret6 low-

ered its ax by cIosing doun血e enteIPrise. Its premises’however・

continued to serve as a meeting place for血e group血at founded

血e VNQDD late that year. Pattemed after the Chinese Kuomintang,

血e VNQDD also adopted Sun Yat-Sen’s血ree principles ( national-

ism, democracy, livelihood ) in its program. A皿ough dedicated and

well-intentioned, the new party’s members could o任er nothing more

than a vague political and §OCial platfom. As§embled around

Nguyen Thai Hoc, a teaCher and血e acknowledged leader of the

movement, Were members of the teaching profession, Civil service,

private industry, and junior o鯖cers in血e Indochinese Guard. A

little over a year after its founding the party’s prestige soared to its

highest mark. There were 12O Cells with a membership of |,50O Of

Whom 12O Were m距ary persomel. With a view to ove血rowing

the coIonial reg血e, Nguyen Thai Hoc and his lieutenants intensi-

fied their clandestine activities, reCruited adherents, StOred supplie§,

and made preparatious for a general insurrection血at would take

Place in a few years.

The opportune tine血e VNQDD had waited for never came.

The assassination of Ren6 Bazin, a French agent in charge of re-

Cruiting cooIies for the rubber plantations in血e South’by an

unknown Vietnamese provoked a swift reaction from the French

POlice which upset Nguyen Thai Hoc,s timetable. Any murder of
Frenchmen wa§ autOmaticalIy viewed as part of a nationalist pIot to

undemine French sovereignty in Indochina. Well-known VNQDD
leaders were arrested and sent to prison while Hoc remained free

but was cIosely watched・ The tightening surveillance of血e French

Sdret6 cast a threatening shadow on the nationalist leader who

feared血at if he did not act, it might be too late. Under these

unfavorable circumstances, the hard-PreSSed Nguyen Thai Hoc
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made血e fateful decision of carrying out his attack sooner血an

Planned. Orders for a general uprising were hastily given. Because
Of poor communication and a lack of coordination,血e premature

revoIt failed miserably. The French repression was both severe and

SaVage. The village that hid the conspirators was pitiless萱y bombed

and reduced to ashes. Scores of leaders and supporters of血e move-

ment were arrested・ Many, including Nguyen Thai Hoc, Were Sent

to the guillo亡ine on July 17, |93O. By血e summer of 1933,血e

VNQDD had ceased to exist. Twelve years later, it reappeared on

血e political scene to be swallowed up by the Viet Minh organiza-

Thus all瓜e movements of resistance agaiust French mIe had

ended in frustration. This fa組ure might be attributed to血e prevail-

ing intemational conditions, Which did not Iend themselves to血e

emancipation of coIo正al people. Prior to World War II,血e in-

Perialist West was not ready to give up its territorial possessions in
Asia and Africa. Ånd France’One Of the most in血uential血perialist

POWerS’neVer entertained the血ought of forsaking her扉寂o"

C謝肋γjce・ The war’however, brought about drastic changes.

France had been ignominiously defeated by Germany and became

a second-rate POWer. In spite of her huniliating experience, France

Sti11 desperately tried to hang on to her overseas possessions. This

WaS gOing to be France’s most dramatic postwar blunder. The spirit

Of independence had captured the imagination of the oppressed

PeOPle and shaken the foundation of inperialism. One after an-
Other, the coIonies rose up against their mo血er countries. Hiding

under a nationalist fa9ade, the Communists exploited血e indapend-

ence movement in Vietnam and consolidated their position

throughout the country. Most Vietnamese did not realize血at their

nationalist revolution was Communist-led. Even if they had, it

WOuld not have mattered. Their maln concem was independence

from foreign rule. If the Communists co血ibuted血eir share and

Participated in the national e任o中心ey should deserve everyone,s

SuPPOrt.陣ance, On her part, gaVe a he萱ping hand to Ho Chi Minh.

By refusing to recognize the legitimate wish of血e Vietnamese for

independence, She unjustifiably sacrificed the cream of her amy

in a futile war, PrOvided Ho wi血an excellent pretext to rally his

PeOPle behind h血, and unwittingly contributed toward血e bu組d・

ing of a Communist regime in Vietnam.

1 ☆ ne靴海鴨月eひOlu寂mヮ

Eaγlg C脇dhood

IN NoRTHERN ANNAMl lies a region famous for its rebelhous spirit,

血e outstanding contributions it has made to血e fatherland, and the

great leaders it has produced who have magnificently euriched血e

history of their country From址s region came Mai Thuc Loan’血e

inspiring rebel who led a successful revolt against血e T狐g rulers

early in the eighth century (722), eStalhished his capital in Ve Son’

now Nam Dan District, and reigned under血e name of Mai Hac

De or B量ack Emperor. It was here血at Le Loi’血e peasant founder

of血e Le Dynasty ( 1428-1788), tOOk refuge during his arduous ten・

year canpaign against the Ming overlords in the舶een血century

Thanks largely to the generous supplies and volunteers provided by

血e people of Nghe An and Ha Ti血or Nghe-Tinh, aS the region

has been called, Le Loi,s amy eventually drove out the alien rulers.

Three centuries later, When the C址nese reinvaded Vietnam’Nghe-

Tinh again was called upon to play its usual role. VAth abundant

contributions from these two provinces, Nguyen Hue ( 1752-92)・

the future Emperor Quang Trung, reCaPtured血e fallen capital,

expelled the Ch,ing conquerors, and restored peace and unrty to血e

COuntry.

The establishment of French rule血Vietnam caused constant

unrest throughout血e country’eSPeCially in Nghe-Tinh where a
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SuCCeSSion of nationalist leaders again emerged. Leading血e pro-

CeSSion was Phan Dinh Phung ( |846ng5),血e great scholar and re-

Vered leader of an amed uprising which bravely challenged an

inme鵬ely better equipped colonial amy for ten years, and which

the French tried to suppress by resorting to the most ba心arian and

SaCrilegious methods.2 The most famous Nghe An rebel was Phan

Boi Chau ( 1867-1941 ),血e grand old man of Vietnanese national-

ism’Who fought the French wi血an unequalled fervor for a quarter

Of a century until his arrest in 1925. Sometimes cajoling, SOmetimes

threatening’血e French unsuccessfu11y empIoyed all available trick§

to stop his activities, O任ered him the highest position at the Court of

Aman and in the colonial administration in addition to huge suns

Of money’COndemned him to death in absentia, granted him am-

nesty, and used dipIomatic pressure to have him imprisoned abroad,

first by the British in Hong Kong, then by the Chinese in Canton. A

Very brilliant and farsighted scholar’Chau was血e first prominent

nationalist who became painfully aware of血e superiority of West-

em science and technoIogy and convinced that if his country wished

to regain its independence, it must assimilate Westem leaming and

血ow-how.

皿e Nghe-Tinh rebellious spirit, Which has pemeated through

the centuries, remains as alive today as it had been under alien mle.

Vinh, the capital of the region and the scene of many a peasant

demoustration against血e French administration, has also wiト

nessed other popular outbursts against the Hanoi regime. While

Nghe-Tinh can justifiably boast of its great men, its majestic green

mountains and sky-blue waters, and its savorous言uicy Xa Doai

Orange§・ the best in Vietnam or, aS the local people cla血with a

§light touch of modesty, the best in the world, it is not blessed with

a fertile soil or a mild climate. Its rice fields are often dried by torrid

Winds or flooded by devastating rains which frequently visit the

region. Out of this di餓cult land the peasants’Who compose the

OVerWhelming majority of the local population, have to eke an un-

describably meager living. The men in the coastal area engage in

fishing, COnStant量y fighting the fury of血e sea. If you cannot over-

COme natural calamities, leam to live with them; Such is血e attitude

Of these people who accept血eir fate with admirable resignation.

This stoicism of a people hardened by natural conditions over
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which血ey have no control does not imply, however, a readiness to

su任er any kind of injustice, eSPeCially the sort inpo§ed by men.

Independent, PrOud, rchellious, the Nghe-Tinh people have often

revolted against autocratic rule. If one is asked to depict their tem-

perament, the following traits will emerge: independence, auSterity,

strong will, PerSeVeranCe, and total dedication. The§e mOral at-

tributes, these qualities required of a success請Ieader’have been

remarkably developed by血e revolutionaries from N如e皿血・

The poverty and pride of血ese people may be best illustrated by

an amusing story that has found widespread ciI℃ulation, nOt Only in

the two provinces, but also throughout the country Whenever a

man from Nghe-Tinh trave11ed, he always took along a §man

wooden fish, made in §uch a way that it looked like a fried one. In

view of his poverty’he could not a任ord to order in the v組lage im

anything more血an some rice and a bowI of nt’OC mm, the na-

tional sauce.8 He would furtively slip血e fish into血e mOC m肌

and血us convey the impression that he was eating well and avoid

血e embarrassing feeling of appearing poor in pubRc. For this rea-

son the Nghe-Ti血people are teasingly but admiringiv referTed to

as離柳cd go, Or WOOden fish folks.

Such is the country of the Nguyen Sinh; SuCh is血e temperament

of its people. Sometime in血e nineteenth century in the village of

Kim Lien, district of Nam Dan, PrOVince of Nghe An’lived a

§cholar who enjoyed his forced re血ement by attending to a garden.

He had been dismissed from his post of district prefect for iusub-

ordination. A man of integrity who had eamed the title of Ct’脇o"

( Master of Arts) and a small landlord, he was fondly admired and
respected by the rice peasants in血e area. Between tending his

garden and composing pa址otic poems,血e re血ed mandarin dis-

CuSSed philosophy with his son Nguyen Si血Sac (Or Huy). Ever

since his fifth birthday, Sac had studied血e Chinese characters’

dreaming of becoming a man of letters and a mandarin like址s

father. Endowed with a strong will and a propensity for leaming,

Sac rapid量y mastered血e Chinese ideograns and devoured the das-

sicaI works of Chinese literature. Soon血e boy became a serious

young man’and quaIified himself for血e triennial exaninations that

were held in the capital wi心血e express pulPOSe Of recruiting

mandarins. At last, Nguyen Si血Sac realized his心eam. After suc一
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CeSSf皿y undergoing a series of rigorous tests, he was conferred血e

title of Pho Ba鴨Or Doctor of Classical Hum狐情es, and saw a

PrOmising future ahead of him. After a brief celebration in his

village’也e young Pho Bang went to血e capital to accept an ap-

POintment in the Ministry of Rites, Which he was to leave shordy for
the post of vi∞-Prefect in the district of Binh Khe.

The peasant§ Were OVerburdened wi血all kinds of taxes imposed

by the French administration. This mandarin from Nghe An, him-

Self血e §On Of a peasant, OPenly opposed this policy of expIoitation.

Fully aware of their miserable lot, Nguyen Sinh Sac re血sed to

PreSSure血em to meet血eir tax quota. For this contempt for血e

duties he was expected to ful糾and for his political activities血

favor of Phan Boi Chau, Nguyen Sinh Sac, me his fa血er, WaS re-

hieved of his post" Thereupon,血e rebellious mandarin retumed to

his birthpIace where the villager§ gaVe him a hero’s welcome. It was

in血e peaceful and loving atmosphere of K血Lien血at Sacis

youngest child, Nguyen Sinh Cung, the future Ho Chi Minh, Wa§

bom on May 19’|89O. Unlike his brother and sister, Who had re-

Ceived the traditional educa瞳On based on血e study of the classical

WOrks of Chinese literature’Ho was sent to a public school to study

the qt‘O叩gt,4 and French in addition to Chinese ideograms. At the

age of nine’Ho and his mother, Who had been charged wi血steal-

ing French weapons for血e rebels’fled to Hue,血e imperial city.

His fa血er, PerSeCuted by the French S血et后, had left for Saigon’

Where he eamed a meager living by practicing Oriental medicine.

嵩a藷琵葦豊器量‡詣慧童謡
in the regional examinations and became a teacher of Chinese char-

acters in his village. In 1946’after leaming血at血e President of血e

Republic was none other血an his brother Cung, Khiem hurriedly

left for Hanoi to §ee him・ Upon his andval in the capital, Khiem was

directed to a relative’s home in the Thai Ha suburb, Where Ho

Seeretly visited hin one night" The two bro血ers talked for an hour,

after which Khiem retumed to Kim Lien where he died two years

later.5 The secrecy of血e meeting can be easfty understood. At血at

tine’Ho took great care to conceal his real identity and back.

鐸Ound・

Ho’s sister Thanh was well known both for her leaming and for
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her reVOlutionary ideas. Endowed wi血a remarkabIe wit and intel一

票譜蒜豊富(葦素意誓謹窪嵩
illustrious brother・

Ho,s stay in Hue was a short one. After his mother’s sudden

death, the young boy found bimself back at Kin Lien. It was the

time when血e Department of Pu皿c Works of the coIonial adminis-

tration built the Laos route from Vinh’the provincial capital of

Nghe An’tO血e Song Lam Valley. Au men from eighteen to髄ty

years of age were liable to impressment for construction work. Con-

scripted coolies were sent to wock in mountainous areas infested

with anopheline mosquitoes’POisonous snakes, and undrinkable

water. Many left their homes・ but few retuned. Once taken away, a

man was considered dead. With a burning torch in one hand and a

gun in the other, gOVemment SOldiers brutally invaded villages at
night, SearChing houses, and snatching men from the ams of血eir

screaming children and despa亜ng wives. From his house windows’

young Ho watched址s seemingly endless scene’Which profoundly

disturbed him. In view of their social position,血e Nguyen §i血

fanily were exempted from forced labor・

Upon reaching his tenth bi血day, Ho’aCCOrding to the prevalling

practice of血e time, Was given another name, Nguyen Tat珊a血・

or Nguyen Who Will Succeed・ And succeed he did・ for in 19Q7 Ho

received his ce碕caき巌;加de8 rimねtes・6 The young man jour-

neyed to southem Annam and received an appointment as an ele-

mentary school teacher in Phan Thiet, the town fanous for its棚60

md肌. Ho taught q“oc ngt’and French in a school adjacent to a

’‘u6c md肌factory. The smell of femented fish gave the school a

peculiarly ・・heavy” atmosphere, One in which Ho meditated drut

his future. W軸e the young teacher seemed to approach his task

with dedication, his mind was wandering elsewhere. He had read

and memorized the ・`Advice to Young Men to Go Abroad to Studyr

composed by血e famous revolutionary from Nghe An, Phan Boi

Chau. In血is poem, Chau exhorted Vietnamese to follow the ex-

ampIes of men who had travelled throughout血e wodd, discovered

America, eXPIored A紅ca, Visited血e poles’and even dreamed of

reaching血e moon・ O血y through contact wi血and assinrda。on of

Westem techniques could Vie血amese broaden their vistas and
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build a prosperous nation for血emselves. This wise counsel greatly

inpressed the young teacher. One day in血e autl.mn Of 1911,血e

PunCtual Ho failed to show up for classes.
On October ll, 1911, the first Chinese RevoIution broke out in

Wuchang, OPPOSite Hankow on血e Yangtze river. As Sun YaトSen

left血e United States for China, Ho went to Saigon to discuss the

Situation with his father. After extensive discu§Sions and consulta-

tion with their friends, they decided血at Ho should go to France to

abso心Westem science and survey conditions in Europe, eSPeCially

in the mother count男before embarking upon a revolutionary

Career. But how to finance a trip abroad’One Which required much

more money than both Ho and his fa血er could ever saveP An

acceptable solution soon presented itse岨Ho registered at a mer-

Chant marine schooI which trained people for various duties on

board ship. Upon completing his courses three months later, Ho

WaS hired by the liner La青ot,Che-T’6脇e as a kitchen helper. In

Order not to embarrass his family and to conceal his ideutity, he

assumed the name of Ba. Thus began the adventurous ]ife of血e

future leader of the VIet Minh revolution. It was a long voyage

Which took Ho to血e major ports of Europe, Africa, and America.

On one of his trips to the New World,血e young Vietnamese sea-

man debarked in New York and visited Harlem. It was then that he

Observed, Or, mOre COrreCtly, read about血e conditions of American

Negroes and lynching, “a litt宣e-known aspect of American civ址za-

tion,” which he later depicted in an indignant a轟icle p血1ted in Lα

Coγγe叩Onda”Ce J肋eγ肋;onde :

It is welI known血at the black race is血e most oppressed and most

exploited of the human family. It is well known that the spread of

CaPitaIism and the discovery of the New World had as an immediate

result the rebirth of s]avery which was, for centuries, a SCOurge for the

Negroes and a bitter disgrace for mankind. What everyone does not

Perhaps know, is that after sixty-five years of so-CaIIed emancipation,

American Negroes still endure atrocious moral and material su任erings,

Of which the most crueI and horrible is the custom of lynching‥ ‥

Imagine a furious horde. Fists clenched, eyeS bloodshot, mOuths foam-

ing, yells, insults, CurSeS…. This horde is transported with the wi]d

deIight of a crime to be committed without risk. They are amed with

Sticks, tOrChes, reVOIvers, rOPeS, knives, SCissors, Vitriol, daggers; in a

WOrd, Wi血all血at can be used to ki皿or wound.
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Imagine in this human sea a flotsam of black flesh pushed about,

beaten, tramPled underfoot, tOm’Slashed・ insulted・ tOSSed hither and

thither, bIoodstained, dead・

The horde are the lynchers. The human rag is the BIack, the victim.

In a waVe Of hatred and bestiafty, the lynchers drag the Black to a

wood or a pub]ic p]ace. They tie him to a tree, POur kerosene over h血・

cover him with inflammable material. W蘭e waiting for血e fire to be

kindled, they smash his teeth’One by one. Then they gouge his eyes.

Little tufts of crinky hair are tom from his head, Carrying away with

血em bits of skin, baring a bloody skull. Little pie∞S Of flesh come off his

body, already contused from the blows.

The BIack can no ]onger §hout: his tongue ha§ been swoIlen by a red

hot iron. His who】e body ripp重es, trembling, uke a haIf-CmShed snake. Å

slash with a knife: One Of his ears falls to the ground…. Oh! How

black he is! How awfull And the.ladies tear at his face‥ ‥

The Black is roasted, browned, bumed. But he deserves to die twi∞

instead of once. He is therefore hanged, Or mOre eXaCtIy, What is ]eft of

his coxpse is hanged. And aIl心ose who were not able to help w珊the

cooking app]aud now‥ ‥

When everybody has had enough, the corpse is brought down.珊e

rope is cut into small pieces which will be sold for three or five doIIars

each. Souvenirs and lucky chams quarrelled over by ladies.
``popular justice:’as they say over there, has been done. Cahed

down, the crowd congratuIate the ``orgahizers,”血en stream away s]ow]y

and cheerfully, aS if after a feast, make appointments with one ano血er

for the next time.

While on the ground, Stinking of fat and smoke, a b]ack head, mud-

Iated, rOaSted, deformed, grins horribly and seems to ask血e setting sun,

くくIs this civilizationP,,7

This vivid description of 】ynching undoubtedly conveyed the im-

PreSSion that Ho had been an eyewi血ess to the scene. Did he

actually see what he described? There is little doubt血at his brief

StOPOVer in New York did not provide Ho w池either血e time or

血e opportunity to have such an experience. Most of what he

leamed about the American Negroes and血eir plight had come

from his reading. A good story-teller with a rich imagination, Ho

had the tendency to present second-hand infomation as if it were

Part Of his own experience. This was characteristic of his early

Writings.

Irohically,血e Iynching scene in America contained many of血e
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features that were to characterize血e execudon of uncooperative

``nephews” and ``nieces’’of Uncle Ho during the brutal land refom

years ( 1953-56) in North Vietnam.

Beg祝われgS Of a及eひoiu青ionaγg

Once in France, Ho, at his father’s request, Called upon Phan

Chau Trinh, the leader of the Private SchooIs Movement, Who had

been saved from prison by the ir岨uential League of Human Rights

and brought to Paris in 1911. Ho’s fa血er, Who had known Phan

Chau Trinh when both men served their sentence in the Poulo

Condore jail, hoped that his son would rely on the exiled nationalist

leader for guidance and advice. After a §hort stay with Phan, Ho

decided that he could not accept the old revolutionary’s political

ideas. W軸e Phan believed血at Vietnam’s independence and mod-

emization could be achieved through peaceful cooperation with the

COIonial administrafron, Ho maintained that peaceful cooperation

had been tried and found wanting and that national independence

could not be obtained without a revolution.

Ho thus left Phan and tried to find his own solution to the Vietnam

PrOblem. On one of his tours of duty aboard the French liner, Ho,
finding himself back in Saigon, Paid a visit to his father. The old

man, Who had been in contact wi血Phan Chau Trinh and conse-

quently aware of Ho’s decision’COuld not tolerate his inpertinence,

which conflicted with the time-honored Confucian tradition of蝕ial

Piety and obedience. In a fit of anger, he seized his cane and血reaト

ened to attack his son. Ho fled in a hurry. Greatly dsturbed by his

fa血er’s lack of understanding,血e young man withdrew to his §hip.

It was the last meeting between Ho and his father, twO reVOlution-

aries belonging to two d鯖erent generations. Perhaps it was血is un-

happy incident, in addition to his devotion to the cause of revolu-

tion, that led Ho to reno皿Ce his family. Although o餓cially known

as a bachelor all his ife, Ho reportedly had lived for many years in

China with a Chinese woman who bore him a daughter. As a result

Of his revolutionary activities, Which caused him to often flee from

Place to place’Ho eventually lost contact with them. This report

Seemed to be corroborated by the DRV President himself late in
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1945. During one Of his visits to the home of a Vie血anese prOfessor

in Hanoi wi血Harold Isaac§・血en a Nett’SOOeeたcorrespondent in

the Far East, he was sunounded by the professor’s children.

old Ho Chi-minh was awkwardly embarrassed when the six-year-Old

brought him a pa〔ket of his drawings, COVered by an e】aborate]y de-

signed dedieatory page addressed to him. ``I am all alone’’’he said

afterward∴・No family, nOthing… ・ I did have a wife once. ‥,, but he

left it at that.8

In 1949, after the Communists had taken over in China, Ho asked

血e Chinese authorities to help Iocate his Chine§e αwife" and daugh-

ter. The inquiries, however, Were un§uCceSSful.

At the outset of World War I, the young Vietnamese seaman

bade farewell to the sea and landed in Great Britain where he lived

until 1917. Ho took on odd jobs, ShoveⅢng snow in the winter for

血e London schooI system, gardening in the summer’and working

as a kitchen helper at the Cadton Hotel, Which had血e famous

Frenchman Esco航er as its chef. Ho was so good at making pastrie§

that the French chef took hin under his tute]age and wanted to

train him to be a cook. The Vietnanese, however, had o血er plaus.

It was in the British capital that the future chaiman of the Lao

Dong Party established contact with the Overseas Workers’Assooia-

tion, an anticoIonialist and an龍mperialist organization of Chinese

and Indian seamen. Ho devoted a great deal of his time and energy

to this group, and soon revealed himself to be an inexhaustible

firebrand・ Eng]and, however, WaS nOt his appropriate sphere of

action. There were too few Vietnamese in the British Isles. Besides,

London was not the place where decisions a任ecting血e fate of

Indochina were made.

The Russian Revolution of November, 1917, CauSed serious reper-

cussious in the Westem world. Ho had been reading exteusively

about the social’POlitical, and economic conditions of Russia, Whose

history had been marked by sporadic peasant revolts and whose

autocratic Tsars and Tsarinas had opposed all refoms. The su∞e§S

Of the Ru§Sian Revolution captured血e intense interest of the young

Vietnanese, Who dreamed of leading one in his country some day"

Given competent leadership and favorable con鎚ons, a reVOlution

would succeed in Vietnam. While leadership could be leamed,
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favorable conditions could be created. WT心血s conviction, Ho left

England・ Where he had leamed a great deal from血e agitators for

Ireland’s independence.

By the end of 1917, Ho arrived in France, Where 8o,OOO Of his

fellow countrymen were ei血er serving in血e French amy or work-

ing in factories. He settled down in Paris’earning his living at vari-

OuS jobs, WOrking as a cook, a la皿dry boy, a gardener, and finally as

a photo finisher under the name of Nguyen Ai Quoc. The following

advertisement appeared in many issues of血e socialst newspaper’

La Vie Ouひγ勧e, in 1918;

You who wish to have a航ng remembrance of your parents, have your

Photos retouched at Nguyen Ai Quoc’s, 9 Impasse Compoint, Paris 17血

Habitua11y, Ho devoted half of his time to retouching photo-

graphs and血e remainder to o血er activities, SuCh as reading, Wriト

ing, and visiting with friends. Dressed in his etemal black組annel

Suit, this frail young man with fulgurant broun eyes was one of血e

most fai血ful patrons of瓜e library on the Quai de Jemmapes. It

WaS here血at Ho, the avid reader, devoured books on French職era-

ture and philosophy,血e works of Marx and Shakespeare, WrOte

articles for newspaper§ Or letters to deputies in the National Assem-

bly, and engaged in freque址discus§ious with members of血e

French Socialist party such as L6on Blum, Marcel Cachin, Marius

Moutet, the future Minister of CoIonies, Jean Longuet, a nePhew of

Karl Marx and leader of the or血odox wing of血e party, tO mention

just a few. Ho血us pursued his political education, adhe血g to血e

Human Rights League, and joining the Socialist Party.

The publication of President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points

at血e end of World War I raised false hopes among the coIonial

PeOPle who believed血at a new day had dawned for them. In a

rented suit, Ho’then twenty-eight years old, aPPeared every day in

the corridors of the Versailles Palace’hoping to see the American

President and other leaders of the victorious Allied powers to plead

for Vietnam七autonomy. Unfortunately,血e great Westem leaders

had no time for a lowly Annamese. However modest血e aspirations

Of血e Vietnamese might be’血e big powers were not interested in

the fate of a li廿Ie Asian country This disappointing experience
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world. Ho,s moderate eighトPOint program, PrePared in collabora-

tion With Nguyen珊e Tmyen’a Vietnamese chemical engineer and

patriot whom Ho had met upon his arrival in Fran∞, did not even

suggest vietnam,s independence from France. It s血Ply proposed

general amnesty for political prisoners, refom of血e Indochinese
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tax and rice alcohol monopoly, Substitution of govemment by de-

cree with govemment by law’and appoin血ent of a pemanent

Vietnamese Committee to advise the French govemment in matters

related to Vietnan. The Westem leaders, unW舶ngly, Chose to

ignore the frail young man in the dark’rented suit. Was it the

tuming point in Ho,s life? Pe血aps it was. Ho began to d劇toward

血e East, and never changed d厄ection.

In postwar France, the Socialists were sul)merged血a bitter

debate, Which was to cause a serious §Plit within血eir party. Do-

mestically,血e right wing sought to achieve its objective within血e

existing framework, W軸e血e left wing advocated a revolution in

血e Russian style. On血e coIonial issue’血e tradi。ona止st elements,

while supporting the coIonies’claim to independence’Were deadset

against opposing血e national policy. The progressive faction’On血e

COntrary, favored inmediate emancipafron for血e co書onies in ac-

cordance with Lenin’s ``皿esis on National and CoIonial Questions."

Ho, naturally, Sided with the latter group.

It wa§ also a period during which血e proletariat and young

intelligentsia turned to BoIshevik Russia for inspiration・ The new

Soviet leaders were血en preoccupied with血eir war against im-

perialism on all fronts. One of血eir basic objectives was the libera・

tion of the coIonies, Which they cousidered as a source of weal血

and power for capitalism. From its founding in March, 1919’血e

Third Intemational had emphasized the need to organize bo心血e

PeOPle in the coIonies and血e workers in the metropolis. At its

Second Congress in July, 192O, it again underlined血e importan∞

Of revolutionary organizations in血e coIonies and convoked to this

e紐ect the Congress of the Oriental People to be held in Baku血

September of血at year’When’aS Ho was to write in 1924:
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For the first tine, the proletariat of the conquering Westem States and

血at of the subject Eastern countries fratemalIy joined hands and dem)-

erated in common on the best means to defeat their common enemy,

imperialism.

Following this hi§tOric congress, despite intemaI and extemal di餓cul・

ties, revOIutionary Russia has never hesitated to come to the help of

peop]es awakened by its historic and victorious revolution. One of its

first important acts was the founding of血e University of the East.9

Three mon血s after the Baku Congress, the French United Social-

ist Party convoked its Eighteen血National Congress at Tours from

December 25 to 3O. Inspired by a strong falth in the solidarity of

血e proletariat血roughout血e world, Ho, as血e first Indochinese

delegate, attended the deliberations of his party. In his first speech

deIivered to a political assembly, the young Vietnamese impressed

On his audience the need to emancipate the oppressed masse§ in血e

COIonies. DepIoring the abuses of French inperialism in Indochina,

he made an impassioned appeal to his fellow party members to help

Put an end to this exploitadon of men by men:

Today, instead of contributing, tOgether with you, tO WOrId revoIution,

I come here with deep sadness to speak as a member of the Socialist

Party, again§t血e imperahsts who have committed abhorrent crimes on

my native land. You all have known that French imperiahsm entered

Indochina half a century ago. In its selfish interests, it conquered our

country with bayonets. Since then we have not on喜y been oppressed and

expIoited §hamelessly, but also tortured and poisoned pitilessly. PlainIy

SPeaking, We have been poisoned wi血opium, alcohol, etC. I camot, in

SOme minutes, reVeal all the atrocities that the predatory capitalists have

inflicted on Indochina. Prisons outnumber schoo!s and are alway§ OVer-

CrOWded with detainees. Any natives having socialist ideas are arrested

and sometimes murdered without trial. Such is the so-Called justice in

Indochina. In that country, the Vietnamese are discriminated against,

they do not enjoy safety like Europeans or those having European citi-

ZenShip. We have neither freedom of press nor freedom of speech. Even

freedom of assembly and freedom of association do not exist. We have

no right to live. 1n Other countries or to go abroad as tourists. We are

forced to hve in utter ignorance and obscurity because we have no right

to study. In Indochina the coIonialists find all ways and means to force

us to smoke opium and drink alcohol to poison and beset us. Thousands

Of Vietnamese have been led to a §low death or massacred to protect

O血er people’s interests.
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Comrades, Such is血e treatment in鮎cted upon more than 2O million

vietnameSe, that is more血an half the popu]ation of France. And they

are said to be under French protection! The Sociahit Party must act

practicaIly to support the oppressed natives. …

耽ght from the beginning of my speech I have aIready asked everyone

to keep absolute §ilence. The Party must make propaganda for socialism

in all colonial countries. We have rea蛇ed that the Socialist Party’s

joining the Third Intemational means that it has practically promised

that from now on it will correctly assess the importance of the coIonial

question. We are very gIad to leam that a Standing Delegation has been

appointed to study the North Africa question, and, in the near future, We

will be very glad if the Party sends one of its members to Indochina to

study on-the-SPOt the questions relating to血is country’and血e activities

which shouId be carried out血ere‥ ‥

On behalf of the whole of mankind, On behalf of a]] the Socialist

Party’s members, both left and right wings, We Call upon you! Comrade§,

save us!10

At this congress,血e two wings of the French Socialist Party parted

company. The right wing opted for血e Second Intemational while

the left wing voted to join the Third Intemational. Unlike血e First

and the Second Intemationals, Which lacked a practical program,

the Third had a well-defined policy. Ho’aS expeCted, Chose the

Third Intemational, aCCePted Moscow,s ``Twenty-One Conditions,’’

and thus became a founding member of the French Communi§t

Party. Though a member of the Communist Federation of Seine,

Ho, being a Vietnamese’nOt a French citizen’COuld not run for血e

Chamber of Deputies.11

Whu Did Ho Jo海鳥he Socさdist伽d f九e Com伽u”栂Pa崩esP

When Ho left Vietnam, his main desire was to see his country

free from foreign dominatton. His ideoIogy was patriotism, if one

COuld consider it an ideoIogy. The eighti)Oint program, Which Ho

Subsequently tried to present to血e A11ied representatives who met

in Paris, WaS Simply a list of demands of a people who wanted to be

free and independent. Even Ho,s membership in the French Sooial-

ist party was not an indication of his penchant for socialism. Neither

did his admiration for Lenin and en血usiasm for the Russian Revo-

lution have any ideoIogical connotations.
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As Ho was to admit candidly later’12 at血e beginning he did not

understand what was a party’a trade union, and what was sociaト

ism or Communism. He joined the French Socialist party because

its members had shown sympathy toward him and toward the

Struggle of the oppressed people. He “supported the October Revo-

lution only instinctively, nOt yet graSPing all its historic impor

tance,’’and ``loved and admired Le血n because he was a great

Patriot who liberated his compatriots.,, When heated discussion§

took place within the Socialist party on the question whe血er血e

French organization should remain in皿e Second Intemational or

join Lenin’s Third Intemational, Ho became thoroughly puzzled.

Convinced血at a revolution could be waged with either Intema-

tional, he was, however, Primarily interested in finding out which

One Sided with the coIonial people. At one of血e party meetings,

Ho decided to raise血e important question, tO Which an answer was

PrOmPtly gi、′en: “The Third Intemational.,, He was also given

Lenin’s ``Thesis on the National and CoIonial Questions," which he

found very di岱cult to read:

There were political terms di伍cult to understand in this thesis. But by

dint of reading it again and again, finally I could grasp the main part of

it. What emotion, enthusiasm, Clear-Sightedness, and confidence it in-

Stilled to me! I was overjoyed to tears. Though sitting alone in my room,

I shouted aloud as if addressing large crowds: ``Dead martyrs, COmPa-

triotsI This is what we need, this is the path to our liberation!,,13

From then on, Ho had complete con鮒ence in Lenin and血e

Third Intemational. Prior to血is sudden `tevelation,” Ho had usu-

ally sat quietly through many a meeting, listening attentively, and

refraining from expressing support for any position as all argunents

SOunded logical to him. Now, iuspired by Lenin’s thesis, thらyoung

SOCialist from Indochina participated in a11 debates with unexpected

fervor, refuting all allegatious attacking Lenin and血e Third Inter-

national with the familiar question: ``If you do not condemn coIo-

nialism’if you do not side with血e coIonial people, What kind of

revo量ution are you waging?,, In an attempt to expound and win

SuPPOrt for his position, the impassioned debater attended not only

the meetings of the left wing but also血ose of the right wing and

Other factious of the Socialist party. Ho was greatly influenced by

his comrades and teachers Mar∞l Cachin, Va皿ant Couturier, and
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Gaston Monmousseau wi血whom he was to vote for jo血ing血e

Third Intemational.

At the beginning, aS Ho revealed later, it was patriotism, nOt

Communism,血at attracted him to Lenin and血e Third Intema-

tional. His inereasing understanding of Marxism-Lehinism and par-

ticipation in practical activities’however, gradually led him to

believe that only Socialism and Commuhism could liberate the op-

pressed nations and wocking people throughout the world. To址s

young man from Nghe An・ ``Leninism is not only a miraculous book

of the wise,, a compass for. ‥ Vietnanese revolutionaries and

people: it is also血e radiant sun illuminating our pa血to final

victory, tO Socialism and Cormuni§m芋4 Lenin hinself was a

SOurCe Of inspiration.

It is not onIy his genius, but his disdain of Iuxury, his Iove of Ial)Or,

the purity of his private Ife, his simplicity, in a word, it is血e grandeur

and beauty of血is master which exert an enomous influence upon血e

Asian peopIes and irresistibly draw血eir hearts toward him.

Acoustomed to being treated as backward and inferior peopIe,血ey

consider Lenin as the embodiment of universal bro血erhood. Not on重y

are they grateful to him, but血ey love hin tenderly. Tb him, they show a

veneration which is almost触al devotion.15

These words reveal his deep admiratton for血e BoI§hevik Ieader.

It was circumstanee血at trausfomed Nguyen the Patriot ( Nguyen

Ai Quoc) into Nguyen血e agent of intemadonal Commu血m.
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Fo鼠A QUARTER OF A CENTunY, from 1920 When he joined the French

Communist party to 1945 When he emerged as the President of心e

Democratic Republic of Vietnam’Ho devoted all his energy to血e

CauSe Of intemational Communism’WOrking瞳relessly among Viet-

namese in France, China, and Siam’reCeiving Marxist indoctrina-

tion in Moscow, founding the Indochinese Communist party ( ICP)

in Hong Kong and the Viet Mi血League in southem China. To his

task Ho brought a fanatic zeal’Which generated trust from his

Soviet masters and obedience from his Vietnamese followers.

Actiひities i〃 F州aわOe

Having cast his Iot with Lenin’Ho stepped up his agitation

among the §ubject people from血e French coIonies血en living in

France. In 1921’in collabora也On With Nguyen The Truyen, he or-

ganized the助io桝J紳ter-COio寂aie (IntercoIonねl Union), a grOuP

COmPOSed of exiled patriots from French overseas possessions.

While the apparent objective of the Union was血e emancipation of

the coIonies’its real puxpose was血e propagation of Communism.

Its Manifesto’Written by Ho himself, emPhasized class s血ggle and

The Age仰t oJ J’r彫棚tioれd Comm仰おm　　　　　　　　　　17

appealed to血e proletariat throughout血e world to partic卸te in

the commOn fight against capitalism and inperialism:

Brothers of the coIonies! In 1914, the powers at grip§ wi血a frightful

cataclysm, turned to you and asked you then to agree to contribute your

share of sacrifice to safeguard a country §aid to be yours and of which

you had until then known onIy血e spirit of domination.

To induce you to do so,血e advantages your cooperation wou重d bring

you were unfailingly dangled before your eyes. But once血e stom was

over, aS before, yOu remain subjected to血e system of denizenship,

exceptionaI jurisdiction, and deprived of血e ri如ts which mcke血e dig-

nity of a human being: freedom of association and to hold mee血gs;

freedom of the press; the right to circulate freely, eVen in your own

cou血y. So much for the pohtical side.

From the economic point of view, yOu remain subjected to血e heavy

and unpopu]ar head tax and porterage tax; tO the sa]t tax; tO POisoning

by and enforced consumption of spirits and opium, aS血Indochina; tO

night watching as in Algeria to guard血e property of瓜e colonial

sharks.

For equal work, yOur efrorts remain les§ remunerative血an those of

your European comrades.

In a word, yOu Were PrOmised wonders.

You have now realized that they were only ]ies.

What is to be done to achieve your emancipation?

Applying the fomula of KarI Marx, We Say tO yOu血at your de盤ver・

ance can only come throu如yOur OWn e紐orts.

It is to he]p you in this task血at the IntercoIohia] Union has been

founded.

It includes, With血e cooperation of metropo耽an comrades sympa置

thetic to our cause, all血ose originating from the co]onies now residing

in France.

Means of action: In order to accompHsh this wock of justiee, the IU

intends to set the problem before pubRc opinion wi血the heIp of心e

PreSS and the spoken word (conferences, meetings, uSe Of the tribunes of

deliberating assembhe§ by those of our friends who hold effective man-

dates) , and fina]ly, by every means in our power.

Oppressed brothers of血e metropolitan countryl The dupes of your

bourgeoisie, yOu have been the instnments of our conquest: Carrying

Out this same Machiavelhan pohcy,卵t〃 bOtJγgeO締e fodog海ends fo t’8e

tJSきo γepγeS$伽g de紺e o理rOt/γ Paγ巧0γ fれdepe"dence・
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In血e face of Capitalism and Imperialism our interests are the §ame;

Remember, the words of Karl Marx:
``Workers of a11 lands, unitel’’

The Union published a mon珊y review’Le Pa′ia, Which was de-

VOted primarily to coIonial affairs. Besides Ho, Who wrote many

emotional articles denouncing血e abuses of coIonialism’血e con・

tributors included Marcel Cachin, the senior French Communist,

and other Algerian, Syrian, Senegalese, and West Indian Commu-

nists. Coming out every mon血at the beginning, Le Paγia was pub-

1ished at less and less regular intervals later on, eSPeCially after Ho’s

departure from France early in 1924. There were in total址rty-

eight issues, the first appea血g in April, |922, and the last one血

April, 1926. While coIonialism in general was under a壮ack’French

co量onialism was Ho’s main target. With a view to emphasizing血e

Communist nature of the paper, the original mas血ead of Le Pa海・

αTribune of血e Co萱onial Pcople," was changed to αTribune of血e

CoIonial Proletariat” from January, 1924, On.

To reach their countrymen in bo血France and Vietnam, Ho and

his faith蘭friend Nguyen The Tmyen also edited a paper in Vieト

name§e Ca11ed Vief Na肋Ho", Or the “soul of VIetnam.” Numerous

COPies of this short-1ived publication were smuggled血to Vietnam

by Vietnamese seamen empIoyed on French liners. Ho travelled

exteusively throughout陣ance, trying to organize his countrymen

into a cohesive front, addressing large groups of Vietnamese work-

ers and soIdiers awaiting repatriation in the southeastem port of

Marseilles. Seizing every opportunity to contact his compatriots in

France, eSPeCially those who had just a.rrived from Vietnam or who

had travelled to d雌erent parts of the world, Ho bombarded them

with questions’listened quietly, Ieamed a great deal, but always

refrained from talking about hinself or his plans. Into everyone’s

hand, Ho discreetly slipped a copy of Le Pa舶or血e V肋Na伽

Hoわ.

In 1922, Khai Dinh, Emperor of Annam, arrived in France to

attend a coIonial exhibition. Ho seized this opportunity to ridicule

血e puppet monarch and血e customs of his court by publishing a

Play called Le drago” de bambot‘ (The Bamboo Dragon). As it has

not been heard since, One is inclined to believe that the play was

not something Uncle Ho wo血d brag about.
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It waS aIso during this period血at Ho wrote Le PγOCds deわ

CoZo毒satio両胸噂ade (French CoIonization on Trial), a Series of

pamphlets in whieh he severely indicted the FTench coIonial system

in Asia, Africa, and血e MiddIe East. Besides working on Le PγOCお,

editing Le Paria and V肋Na肋Hon・ and w舶ng articles for La Vie

O研)壷γe and Z’Hmu面膨, French Socialist and Communist papers,

Ho also chose to eam a living as a photo retoucher. Such a hectic

life did not leave him much time for anything else. Hi§ Stay in

France did not convert the detemined Marxist to血e French way§

of living. AIways preoccupied with serious matters, he had no time

for women or drink. His main weakness was American cigarettes,

which he §mOked regularly, tO血e end of his life, between his

tirades against American imperialism.

Ho,s writings during址s period were also designed to promote

solidarity among血e working people of the world, Particularly the

unity between the French workers and the oppressed people in the

coIonies. Coustantly referring to Lenin七statement血at `皿e worker§

Of coIonizing countries are bound to give血e most active assistance

to the liberation movements in subject coun宙es,” Ho depIored the

indi任erent a舶tude of血e French proletariat toward血e coIonial

people. In order to fratemize wi血血e oppressed people and sup-

POrt their struggle for freedom, Ho argued, the workers in the
mother country must know what a coIony was and what kinds of

injustice were inflicted upon its inhabitants.

Unfortunately, there are many militants who §副think血at a coIony is

nothing but a country wi血p賞enty of sand underfoot and of sun over・

head, a few green coconut palms and coIored fo耽’that is al]. And they

take not the shghtest interest in the matter.2

Ho’s writings and his activities in the mid§t Of the Vietnamese

COmmunity in France did not ingratiate him and his dose簡ends

With the French Sdret6, Which began to keep a close watch on

them. Annoyed, the defiant agitator wrote an open letter to the then

Minister of CoIonies, Albert Sarraut, ridiculing the French o鮎cial

With a humor seldom found in his writings:

Your ExcelIency,

We know very we]l that your a鉦rotion for the natives of血e coIohies

in general, and the Annamese in particular, is great.

Under your proconsulate the Annamese people have known true pros-
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Perity and real happiness,血e happiness of seeing their country do壮ed alI

OVer With an increasing number of spirit and opiun shops which, tO-

gether with firing squads, Prisons, ``democracy,” and al】 the inproved

apparatus of modem civ址zation, are COmbining to make the Annamese

the most advanced of the Asians and the happiest of mortaIs.

These acts of benevolence save us the trouble of reca】血g aII血e

Others, SuCh as enforced recrui億nent and loans, bloody repressions,血e

dethronement and exile of kings, PrOfanation of sacred p重aces, etC.

As a Chinese poem says, “The wind of kindness follows the movement

Of your fan, and the rain of virtue precedes the tracks of your carriage.,,

As you are now the supreme head of a]l the colohies, yOur SPeCial care

for the Indochinese has but increased with your elevation. You have

Created in Paris itself a service having the special task-Wi血specia]

regard to Indochina, aCCOrding to a coIonial publication-Of keeping_

Watch on the natives, eSPeCially血e Amamese, living in France.

But *eeping watch’, alone seemed to Your ExcelIency,s fatherly so-

1icitude insu鏡cient, and you wanted to do better. That is why for some

time now, yOu have granted each Annamese-ndear Annamese, aS Your

Excellency says-「?rivate oide$-de-Oa肋p. Though still novices in the art

Of SherIock Hohes, these good people are very devoted and particularIy

SymPathetic・ We have onIy praise to bestow on them and compliments to

Pay tO their boss, Your Exce]1ency.

We are sincerely moved by the honor Your ExcelIency ha§ the ex-

treme kindness to grant us and we wou】d have accepted it with a]l

gratitude if it did not seem a址t]e superfluous and if it did not excite

envy and jealousy.

At a time when Par]iament is trying to save money and cut down

administrative personneI, When there is a large budget defroit, When agri-

Culture and industry lack labor, When attempts are being made to levy

taxes on workers’wages, and at a time when repopu]ation demands血e

use of aII productive energies, it wouId seem to us antipatriotic at such a

time to accept personal favors which necessarily cause Ioss of the powers

Of the citizens condemned-aS c嬢$-de-Camp一寸o idleness and the spend葛

ing of money that the proIetariat has sweated hard for.

In consequence, While remaining obliged to you, We reSPeCtful]y de-

dine this distinction flattering to us but too expensive to the country.

If Your ExcelIency insists on knowing what we do every day, nOthing

is easier: We shall pubRsh every moming a bu]letin of our movements,

and Your Exce]lency will have but the trouble of reading.

Besides, Our timetabIe is quite simple and almost unchanging.

Moming: from 8 to 12 at血e workshop.
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Aftemoon: in newspaper o鐙ces (Ieftist, Of cour§e) or at the library.

Evening: at home or attending educational talks.

Sundays and ho蘭ays : visiting museums or other places of interest.

There you areI

Hoping血at thi§ COnVenient and rational me血od wil] give §atisfaction

to Your Ex∞llency, We beg to remain‥ ‥

Nguyen Ai Quoc3

Having witnessed and su鱈ered hinseIf humiliations in址cted by

the coIons, Ho easily lost patience with anyone who血ought fit to

defend coIonial rule. To him coIonialism was not an ab§traCt血eory;

it was a reality in the conquered and oppressed nations; it was

personified by specific Frenchmen’血ose sadists who to血red and

killed血e subject people wi血impunity. In an open letter to L6on

Archimbaud, a Parliament member from Drome, Who had w珊en an

articIe refuting血e charges brought by certain Cormunist deputies

against the coIonial reg血e as exaggerated and false’the Vie血am-

ese revolutionary angrily said:

First, the Minister of CoIonies himself was obliged to recognize that a
“contemptuous state of mind toward native聯e,, exists. And that he

αdenied no act of bruta耽y,, denoun∞d by Deputy Boisneuf. And then

can you deny, M. Archinbaud, that during the last few years, that is to

say, following the war for ``the rule o=aw’, for which 8oo’OOO native§

came to work ・・voluntarily,, or to be則ed in Fran∞,血at your civiHzers

-With impunityLhave robbed, SWindled, murder`rd, Or bunt a櫨ve

Annamese, Tunisians, and SenegaleseP

. ‥ Either you are harebrained and have forgotten the Baudoins’the

DarIes, the Lucases, and so many others making up the galaxy which is

the honor and pride of your CoIonial Administration’and who, after

having committed heinous crimes, reCeive as punishment only promo-

tions and decoratiens. Or e】se you are treating your readers as comp]ete

f○○重s.4

Ever since he chose血e BoIshevik ways, Ho had been longing for

a pilgrimage to血e Iand of Lenin, his idol. Much remained to be

done in France, however, and the nationalist-tuned-Communist

patiently waited for血e opportune moment to come. Meanwhile’he

recruited promising young Vietnamese and §ent tO Moscow for in-

formation on Marxist indoctrination and revolutionary training・
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Ho’s oppo血nity to make his first visit to the Soviet Union finauy

Came. As a native of a coIony who had personally experienced

COIonial rule and w萌en extensively on the subject, Ho rapidly

gained recognition as the French Communist party’s specialist on

COIonial affairs. In this capacity he was sent to Moscow to attend

the Fourth Comintem Congre§S, Which Iasted from November to

December, 1922・ Du血g his first sojourn in the Soviet capitaI,血e

future architect of the Viet Minh Revolution managed to meet

Lenin and other Communi§t luminaries such as Trotsky, Bukharin,

and Stalin, an eVent Whose significance has been carefully under-

1ined by his associates. Until his death Ho was thus the only non・

Russian Communist who knew血e leading figures who had mled

the Soviet Union since血e Revolution of |917. One of血e most

important decisions reached by the Comintem at址s Congress was

血e creation of the Sou血east Asian Bureau of which Ho was to

become a very active member. Shortly after the cIose of the Con-

gress, Ho left the Soviet Union. He retumed to Moscow in June,
1923, tO attend the Peasants’Intemational Congress (Krestintem)

and remained瓜ere until November. On October |6, Ho was

elected to the ten-man Executive Committee of the Krestintem, an

event that糾ed him with en血usiasm and grati血de for the intema-

tional Communist movement. His new duties clearly defined, Ho

joumeyed back to Paris early in November to make arrangements for
his final departure from the ``mother’’country During his last days

in France’an eXuberant Ho excitedly contacted his friends and

followers from the French African coIonies’urging them to ・・go

back to their countries’Penetrate the masses to awaken, Organize,

unite and train them and lead them to fight for freedom and inde-

pendence.’’5 With the excitement of a man who had discovered a

remedy to the world’s problems, Ho invited Kyo Komatsu, a Japa-

nese writer whom he had befriended in Paris’tO gO tO Moscow wi血

him to witness血e beginning of a new era. Disappointed by血e

latte読refusal to acquiesce in his proposal, the Vietnamese asked:

``what kind of art can you practice in this rotten societyP We will

make the revolution and then you can write for free men in a

ClassIess societyI,,

As the year drew to a dose, the frail Vietnamese revoIutionary

quietly left France. He did not retum until 1946, and this t血e as

President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnan.
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Ac海縮es祝Sot)iet RtlSSia and As細

Ho arrived in Moscow shortly after Lenin’s death, in tine to pay

his last respects to血e deceased BoIshevik leader and to witness血e

ferocious §truggle for power血at had begun to take shape between

Stalin and Trotsky. Refraining from discussing controversial issues

and from taking sides, a trait that was to become his trademark’血e

shrewd Vietnamese thoughtf皿y observed every血ing that went on

and leamed a great deal about political competition and血e art of

survival. A period of血tensive study and fomal education began

for Ho・ As Linov, he registered at the University of the Toilers of

the East and, a§ Lin, he attended血e Institute of National and

CoIonial Affairs. Eager to familiarize himself with Communist ide-

oIogy, Ho devoured books and periodicals on BoIshevik tactics and

underwent a thorough training in Marxism-Leninism. Not only did

he acquire new names which confounded the French police’he also

added Russian to the list of languages he had mastered with re-

markable ease: French, English, Geman, Chinese (severalぬ-

lects ) , and, Of course, Vietnanese.

Ho,s fanatic devotion, tireless drive, and simple manners left a

Very favorable inpression upon the Russian leaders. For a man

who, a few years earlier, had not understood the di任erence between

a party and a trade union, SOCialism and Communism, Ho’s rapid

rise in the Communist movement was remackal)1e. As the CoIonial

Representative and a member of the French Comm皿ist party, he

was invited to address血e Fif血Congress of the Comintem held in

Moscow from June 17 tO July 8, 1924. In his Report on血e National

and CoIonial Questions, Which was Ioaded wi血facts and figure§,

Ho unequivocally and intrepidly condemned the Communist parties

Of France, Great Britain, Holland, Belgiun, and other countries :

What have they done to cope with the coIonial invasions perpetrated by

the bourgeois class of血eir countriesP What have血ey done from the day

they accepted Lenin,§ POlitical program to educate the working class of

their countries in the spirit of just intemationalism, and that of cIose

COntact with the working masses in血e colonies? What our Parties have

done in this domain is almost wor血Iess. As for me, I was bom in a

French colony, and am a member of the French Communist Party, and I
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am very sorry to say血at our Communist Party has done hardly any..

thing for血e coIonies.6

Ho then went on to complain that the Communist newspaper had

failed to i血Oduce the co萱onial questions to the mi耽auts, tO aWaken

the workers in the coIonies, and to win血em over to the cause of

Communism. The papers had also refralned from criticizing the

OPPreSSive policies pursued by the Ministry of CoIonies, COnVeying

血e impression血at血e Party had no concem for the coIonial

PeOPle. As an example, Ho mentioned rHtma筋6,血e French Com・

munist paper’Which had not even published the Intemational

Peasants’Appeal to the coIonies issued by血e Comintem. In an

attempt to correct血ese shortcomings’Ho proposed the following

l. To publish in Z’Htlma脇6 a new feature of at ]east two column§

Weekly devoted to reguIar coverage of coIonial questions.

2・ To increase propaganda and choose party members among血e

natives of血e coIoniaI countries in which血ere are already branches of

the Communist Intemationa量.

3・ To send comrades from血e coIonial countrie§ tO study at血e

Eastem Communist University in Moscow.

4. To come to an agreement with血e United General Confederation

Of Labor on the organization of working people from colohial countries

WOrking in France,

5・ To set Party members the task of paying more attention to coIonial

珊at he addressed the Fifth Congress of血e Comintem and sug-

gested a new course for the French Cormunist party to fol重ow was

a significant indication of Ho,s growing influence. Shortly after-

Ward’he was entrusted with more delicate missious for which he

had to leave the land of Lenin.

Jouγneg tO Chう棚

China was in the midst of a revolution. Hunihated by血e West-

em powers which’both at血e Versailles Conference following

World War I and at the Washington Conference of 1921-22, had
refused to give serious cousideration to her request for血e abroga-
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。on Of unilateral treaties which had reduced her to血e status of a

quasicoIony・ the Middle Kingdom’under Sun Yat-Sen’s leadership’

was waging a war against inperialism. Rejected by血e West, Sun

欝誓蕊窯諾意葦豊露悪詰豊
influence. Moscow eagerly seized thi§ OPPOrtunity to o任er aid,

which血e Chinese promptly accepted. Ironically,血e Kuomintang,

which was to be driven off mainland China by Mao Tse-tung’s

forces in 1949, OWed a great deal to血e Comintem for its reorgani-

zation and methods of operation・ Entertaining no血ought of co-

operation wi吐血e Soviet Union’it nevertheIess accepted a Russian

loan of血ree million n心les to e§tablish血e Whampoa Military

Academy. A mission headed by Alexander Jo圧e went to China and,

on January 26, 1923, a joint statement was issued by the Soviet

emissary and Sun YaトSen, under which Moscow promised to help

China achieve unity and血dependence" Sub§equendy, anO血er Rus-

sian mission under the leadership of Michael Borodin, an expert

PrOPagandist, and General Vassily Bluecher’POPularly known as

General Gallen, an able military instructor, arrived in Canton to

assist in the reorganization of both血e Kuomintang and the Chinese

army. This was血e heyday of Soviet-Kuomintang cooperation. As

the Supreme Political Adviser of both血e Chinese Government and

the Nationalist Party, Borodin enjoyed enomous i皿uence in China,

a factor血at was to benefit Ho considerably.

Since 1905, Canton had been a meeting center for Vietnamese

nationalist§・ Answe血g血e appeal of Phan Boi Chau,血e leader of

the Do"g DtJ (Exodus to the East) Movement, many yOung men

had arrived from Indochina to acquire the new knowledge (West-

ern science) and to engage in revolutionary ac。vities. The unsuc-

CeSSful attempt on the life of Merlin’the Govemor General of Indo-

China, by the 6migr6 Pham Hong Thai on June 19, 1924, during the

fomer’s visit to Shamian in Canton, bespoke血e fervor of the

Vietnamese exfles. With a view to providing these political agitators

With leadership and promoting Communism in血e Asian coIonie§・

the comintem dispatched one of its seasoned agents to China late

in 1924・

One day in December, a frail but detemined-looking young man

arrived at the Soviet mission in Canton. He was introduced by

Borodin as Ly Thuy or Lee Suei,血e new secretary’tranSlator’and
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inteずeter of the mission. W軸e no one knew his real identity,

many assumed that he was a Soviet citizen of Chinese descent. Soon

after his arrival, Ly Thuy established contact with血e Vie血amese

nationalists in Canton’and inpressed them with his command of

血eir language. They should not have been su甲rised, however’for

Ly Thuy was none o血er血an Nguyen Ai Quoc, the man whose antil

French writings they had avidly read' In an attempt to delude bo血

the police and his non-Marxist compatriots, Ho again assuned an・

Other alias. To the Vietnamese coIony in Canton’he was known as

Vuong Son Nhi. As Borodin’s intexpreter and confidant, Ho moved

freely in both Kuomintang and Communist circles, and had ample

OPPOrtunity to observe the first phase of血e Nationalist-Communist

COllaboration. Under such favorable circumstances, the a§tute Viet-

namese revolutionaIγ began his propaganda acdvities among his

exiled compatriots・ As Truong Chi血was to point out later, Ho

drawing experience from血e a比empt on血e旗e of Merlin, Which had

fai重ed,. ‥ arrived at the following conclusion: the assassination of血is

Or that govemor could not over血row the coIo血al regine or lead血e

revoIution to victory. To this end, a StrOng POlitical party was needed,

Which wouId organize血e masses, and give血em the 】eadership needed

for carrying out an insurrection and winning power.8

As most of血e Vietnamese refugees in Canton belonged to one or

another patriotic group, Ho pretended to share their aims and

PaSSed himself o任as a fervent nationalist. He established contact

with the Ttm Ta肋Xa (Heart-tO-Heart Association), a reVOludon-

ary society organized in 1923 by Le Hong Phong, the future Secre-

tary General of the Indochinese Communist Party (ICP) from 1935

to 1939. Very rapidly, With the assistance of its leaders, Ho reorga-

nized the Ta桝Ib肋Xa and rechristened it the Vさef Na肋Than九

Nien Cach Me脇Do"g C海Hoj, Or ``Vietnamese Revolutionary

Youth Organization,’’known briefly as血e Thanh Nie". In addition

to Ho and Le Hong Phong, its members included Ho Tung Mau,

Hong Son, and others, men Who were to play prominent roles in the

Viet Mi血Revolution. According to Truong Chi血,

The Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League was but a transitional stage

leading to血e founding of a Communist Party, the Communists within

the League being organized into ``communist groups’’which wouId pre・

Pare for the setting up of a Communist Party in Vietnam.9
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With its headquarters estあlished in Canton’血e Central Com・

Inittee Of血e party published a weekly paper, the Tあa励Nie", and

translated Communist work§血to Vietnamese. Unhke Le Parfo’血e

Tha脇鵬肌Came Out reg血ady from J皿e, 1925 tO Aprd, 1927.

There were in total eighty-eight is§ueS, in which Ho elaborately

discussed coIonial is§ueS and developed Le血,s血esis on血e revolu・

tion in the coIonies. In spite of its small circulation (about lOO〉,心e

paper was a great success as it reached numerous readers both in

China and in Vietnam.

Ho also organized training courses for his young fellow country.

men, taught them dialectical materialism,血e Marxist concept of

cla.ss strugおand血e revolutionary techniques which he had

leamed at the University of血e Toilers of血e East. As a manual of

instruction, he used動e Road qf the Ret)0脇on, Which he had

written himself. Among血e young newcomers from Indodina,

there was a man who rapidly gained Ho,s trust and remained his

con鮒ant. His name was Pham Van Dong, Prime Minister of血e

DRV. The accelerated training cour§e§ lasted only three mon血s,

after which血e graduates were §ent ei血er to Moscow for further

political indoctrination, tO the Whampoa Mflitary Academy for
combat trai血g, Or back to Vietnam to orgahize secret cells and

recruit young men for血e Canton school. Upon his cadres Ho

inculcated a strong sense of dedication to血e party and its cause.

DisIoyal members, i.e., those who refused to obey血e party’dir∞一

tives’Were SeVerely punished. One of Ho,s favorite methods was

to forward血eir names to the French Sdret6, Which was always

eager to put them behind bars.皿is tumed out to be one of血e

most e鮎ective disciplinary measures. Ho’s cadres had no choice but

to remain loyal and tmstworthy regardless of血e many dangers

they might incur in Indochina・

Ho,s ruthless methods of operation and his readiness to sacrifi∞

any man to achieve his obj∞tives could be皿ustrated by another

Shocking incident, Which took place in June, 1925. To fin狐∞ his

revolution in Vietnam, Ho needed funds which had to be raised in a

hurry. one day, he cane up wi血a perfidious idea which he

嵩豊麗器嘉島慧聖霊器量等管轄
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Therexpon, Ho sent a letter inviting Phan to come to Canton to

CuSS matterS Of common interest and to attend血e founding of

VIetnamese branch of血e World Federation of Small and VI

Natious. Fu1l of hope and enthusiasm, Phan accepted血e invitatioヰ

As he arived at the Shanghai railway station en route to Canton,

French agents’Who had been infomed by Ho of his whereabouts,

immediately seized and took him to the French concession in

Shanghai・ Phan was subsequently shipped back to Vietnan, tried,

COnVicted, and given a life sentence at hard labor. Although par.

doned later’he was confined to his house and fo鵬dden to receive

Visitors. For this betrayaI of the grand old man of Vietnamese na-

せOnalism, a man from his native province of Nghe An who had been

a source of inspiration to him, Ho allegedly received 150,OOO Indo-

Chinese piasters. The ca11ous Cormu血st later justified his actien

On血e fo11owing grounds :

α・ Phan Boi Chau, aS an influential nationalist ]eader, WOu重d be a

dangerous rival to the Communists in their scheme to control the anti_

French movement;

b・ The ransom money would be used for a just cause, i.e., the promo-

tion of Communism;

C. The arrest, triaI, and execution of Phan Boi Chau would arouse the

Vietnamese peQPIe against French ruIe and intensify the spi址of resist-

珊is reasoning should dissipate any doubt one may entertain

al)Out Ho,s ruth]essness. Sacrificing Phan Boi Chau to the Commu-

nist cause’Ho also expected the French to execute his felIow Nghe

Anese.

In spite of his preoccupation with the Th伽h NdeれOrganization’

Ho,血e Comintem agent, did not neglect his other responsibilities.

With the assistance of血e Indian M. N. Roy and several Koreaus,

Who had received their political training in Moscow, he set up血e

League of Oppressed Peoples of A§ia whose members came from血e

Various Westem-ruled coIonies in the East・ The League, Which was

to become the South Seas Comm皿ist party, WaS just an9血er

Comintem front organization in the Far East.

Ho七operatious had been proceeding smoo皿y when血e Kuo-

mintang-Communist cooperation suddenly came to an end. Increas-

ingly alamed dy the progress of心e Communist propaganda,
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their activity." Co血onted with such an unpleasant situation’the

Borodin mission, including Ho, hurriedly left for Hankow, Where

血ey cOntaCted Wang Ch’ing-Wei・血e leader of血e radical wing in

the Kuomintang and Chiang Kai-Shek’s main opponent. Borodin

o紐ered to support Wang agaiust Chiang in their struggle for血e

leadership of血eir party on condition血at Wang carry out a policy

of land refom. In spite of the Russian promises and Ho’s persistent

argument, Wang chose to make peace wi血Chiang. Greatly disap-

pointed, the Soviet delegation left for Moscow.
Before his departure from China, Ho had made arrangements for

Ho Tung Mau, Who toge血er w血Hong Son had joined血e Chinese

Communist pa巧y to assume血e leadership of the Th伽九Nde肌・

Mau prevailed upon the Cantonese au血orities to pemit his group

to continue its activities wi血the understanding that血ey should be

directed exclusively against French coIonialism. In December, 1928’

however, Mau and other members of the r加硫Nien were arrested

by the Chine§e POlice. Hong Son, COusequently, became the head of

the party. Faced with an increasing repression by血e Kuomintang・

the Tha脇Nie" Subsequently moved its headquarters first to Kuang

Si, then to Hong Kong in May, 1929.

Following his retum to Moscow, Ho received a brief assigment

to the Anti-Imperialist League in Berlin. Whatever he did血Ger-
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attending the Congress agaiust Imperialism in Brusse]s. Ho jour-

neyed to Switzerland and Italy, then left for Asia.

There were from 3O,OOO tO 4O,OOO Vietnamese settlers in Siam・ It

Was in血eir midst that appeared’in the autumn of 1928, a frail・

gentle-looking Buddhist monk, Who was also a fascinating story-

teller. He travelled from village to village’enCOuraging people to

form associatious for selfimprovement. With the pemission of血e

local authorities,血e bonze encouraged the Vietnamese 6migr6s to

build schooIs. To set up an example,血e §1ender man of Buddha

himself caFTied bricks in waived bamboo baskets, mixed mo轟ar,
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actively and enthusiasticalIy particpated in construction work. As

SOOn aS a SChooI was erected, each vil量age, at the monk’s suggestion,

PrOVided for the maintenance of a teacher’Who would teach quoc

"gα and other elementary subjects to children in the daytine and to

adults in the evening. The §Chool also served as a meeting place for

the villagers. Their daily chores finished, PeOPle ga血ered here to

Study’read newspapers and magazines, discuss血eir a往airs, and,

most importantly, tO listen to the kindly monk who was so well

VerSed in politics. He used historical themes to put his ideas across,

COnStantly reminding his Ii§teners Of their country,s glorious past

and huniliating present, its indomitable spirit, and its heroic re-

Sistance to foreign rule. The abuses and crimes of the coIonial

regime, SO Vividly described by血e persuasive monk, arOuSed a

Slumbering indignation in血e Vietnamese exiles, rekindled血eir

Patriotic feelings’and rendered them more receptive to his ideas.

While emphasizing血e need to re§tOre Vietnam to its rightful

Place, the holy man aIso talked about a wonder蘭Westem count坊

Whose enlightened and se岨ess leaders and peopIe were deeply in-

terested in helping Vietnamese recover their independence. He

Seemed to know it so well’explaining in血e most minute details its

Perfect dassless system, a SOCiety in which all men were equal, and
in which no one would think of exploiting his fellow men for selfish

motives for everyone contributed according to his ability and ev-

eryone received everything he needed. It was血e country of血e

Soviets; it was the USSR. This man in the sa肺on robe aIso circu_

1ated songs and stories which he had composed himself and put jn

the Jt,C-bai (§ix-eight) fom, POemS in which hexameters and

OCtOmeterS are altemated and which are very easy for Vietnamese

to memorize. The people he influenced and tralned in this fashion,

in their tum’Went from village to village to continue his work and

SPread his words. Many even crossed the border into Vietnam, Car-

rying with them newspapers and other materials which血e bonze

had produced.

Who was this man of Buddha who knew history and world events

SO Well? This saintly monk was none other than Nguyen Ai Quoc,

血e dedicated Comintem agent’血e future Ho Chi Minh. He orga-

nized the Vietnamese resistance and spread Communism wherever

he went’in France, in China, in Siam, and in Indochina. Under血e
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guise of patriotism’Ho sought to in帥rate and control all anti-

French organizatious in order to carry out血e first phase of his

Communist revolution. The cadres he formed in Siam were to be-

COme SuCCeSSively members of the Tha脇Nie"’the Indochinese

Communist party, and the Lao Doれg Party. When the V嬢Nam

Qt/00 Dan Dang (Vietnam Nationalist Party) attempted to gain
adherents in Siam, its advance was e鮎ectively checked by the

Thanh飾e", Which enjoyed widespread support among the Vieト

namese 6migr6s in the Thai country These settlers, Whose alle-

giance goes to血e DRV, have become a serious menace to the

tranquillity and security of Thailand ( formerly Siam ).

Fo伽deγ O声he J"doc寂”eSe Comm仰is青Pa旬

The Thawh Nien cadres who had in創trated into Vietnam set up

血e first Communist ce11 in Tonkin and took upon血emselves血e

task of making preparations for血e founding of a Communist paIty

in Indochina. At the first National Congress of the Than九Me”’

held in Hong Kong from May l tO 9, 1929, a Serious co皿ct be-

tween血e Central Comm距ee and the Tonkinese delegation

emerged. The North Vietnamese leaders’Whose dandestine ac-

tivities inside the country constantly put their lives in danger,

proposed that an Indochinese Communist party should be founded

to coordinate all operations both inside and outside Vietnam.

珊e majority of the delegates, however, following Ho’§ advice

to spread Communism under the cover of nationalism, defeated the

PrOPOSal. Greatly disturbed, the Tonkinese delegation left Hong
Kong. Upon their retum to Vietnam, ignoring both the Comintem

directives and the au血ority of the Tねa崩N;en Central Committ∞・

they founded the Dong Duoれg Coれg Sa仰Dang, Or Indochinese

Communist Party, in June, 1929, in North Vietnam. The new party

included most of血e cadres of the Tha脇Nien, Whose organizations

in Tonkin were promptly dissoIved, a large segment of the T初Vief

Cach Ma”g Dang, Or Revolutionary Party of New Vietnam, Which

had been founded in 1925 in Northem Annam by a group of intel-

lectuals upon their retum from Poulo Condore where they had been

deported for血eir participation血血e 19O8 movements,11 and
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members of the Iand reform society secretly known as血e Cao V叩

Tha州航Vien Da仰g・ Or Hope of Youth Party’Which had been orga

nized by Nguyen An Ninh in 1927 in Cochinchina.

Bo心血e Thanh Nie7' and the newly fomed Indochinese Com.

munist Party ( ICP ) feverishly competed for Comintem recognitio孤

Alamed by the success of the dissident group and anxious to retaiI

its cadres mostly in the South,血e Th伽航Vわ" Central Comm虻e昂

PrOmPtly transfomed what remained of the organization into the(!
A" Nam Co州g San Da"g, Or Annamese Communist Party (ACP).1,’

Under these circumstances and motivated by血e sane fear, the I華

Viet brought its members in Central and Sou血em Amam into a;

new party, the Dong D“0"g Co,喝Sa" Lie" Doa巧Or Indochinese

Communist League (ICL).皿us, in 1929,血ree Communist parties

existed simultaneous萱y in VIetnam,血e ICP in Tonkin and Northem

Annam’the ACP in Cochinchina, and the ICL in Southem Annam,

each claiming to be the only genuine, reVOlutionary party organized

a重ong MarxisトLeninist lines. Submerged in a ferocious struggle for

influence’all three did not hesitate to resort to any means available}′

including leaking their opponents’names ( Ho’s favorite me血od ) to

the French police. At the sane tine, they tried to establish contact

with the Communist Intemational.

Paralyzed by the intemecine strife and convinced that Ho, Who

had founded the Tha脇Me"’trained, and inspired its members’

WOuld be the only person capable of bringing the rival factions

together’the Hong Kong-based Central Committee of the ACP sent

him an urgent appeal, Which was immediately forwarded to血e

Comintem. An order from the Executive Committee of the Com_

munist Intemational commanding Ho to take appropriate action

Subsequent]y reached him in Siam, Where he had been since Au-

gust, |928, Organizing Vietnanese settlers and directing propa-

ganda activities in Malaya and the Dutch East Indie§・ Thereupon’

Ho dispatched an invitation to the Vietnamese Communist faction§

requesting them to send delegates to Hong Kong for a very impor-

tant meeting.

One winter day in 193O, Nguyen Luong Bang, an adventurou§

Seaman Who had smuggled into Vietnam COPies of Vuong Son Nhiも

(Ho) The Road o声he Ret)OZ沈ioのand who was destined to become

One Of the leaders of the Viet Minh RevoIution, reCeived血Shang-
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hai an unSigned love letter which said: αDarling’I wait for you in

Tien Thi,s billiard room.,, Greatly excited, the young seaman hur-

ried to the rendezvous place’Which was the largest bazaar in that

chineSe City, eXPeeting to meet a sweet, beautiful lady. Wi血a

rnixed feeling, Bang found, instead of his ``darling,’, a slender man

who, in spite of the biting cold in Shanghai’WaS SCantily dressed in

a cheap Sun Yat-Sen Suit. It was comrade Vuong (Ho)’the zealous

revolutionary who had founded the Th伽九N初five years earlier in

canton. During their conversation, Bang worriedly inquired about

Nguyen Ai Quoe who had been reported dead in prison・ Ho’Or

comrade Vuong, Of course’did not know anything about it.12

Thus, Ho arrived in Hong Kong early in January, 193O. After a

few hectic weeks of meeting and consultation, the detemined

Comintem agent COnVened the Unification Conference on February

3, at Which he emphasized the need for solidarity and unrty of

action in the face of stubbom血Perialism, reitera。ng the Third

Intemational position that αthe most inportant and most urgent

task for all Indochinese Communists consisted in founding a revolu-

tionary party, i.e・, a maSS Communist Party. It shou置d be a unified

party and血e on]y Indochinese Communist Party;,13 As exp頑ed・

Ho prevailed upon the splinter groups to recognize the authority of

the Hong Kong-based Central Committee. The three rival partie§,

the ICP,血e ACP, and the ICL, Were COnSequently amalgamated

into the VさeきNam Co"g S伽Da州g, Or Vietnamese Commurist

Party. Thus February 3, 193O, Wa§ a Very inportaut date for Viet-

namese communists; it was the day on which their party wa§ O鮭一

cialIy created. With a view to illustrating the common cause of the

peoples of Indochina, and as an early indication of its anbitions, the

party, at its October congress held in Hong Kong, decided to
change its name to Doれg Dt’Ong Cong S伽Dang, Or Indoohinese

Communist Party (ICP). In spite of serious misgiving§, Ho’aS a COn-

cession, aCquiesced in血e delegates, proposal to transfer the Central

Committee to Haiphong. The cautious revolutionary had for good

reasous feared that the presence of the ICP headquarters in Tonkin

might subject the party to the pre§Sure Of hotheaded and impetuous

Cadre§ and thus expose it to the alert French Sdret6.

The Outline of the Party Platfom’adopted by the Unification Con-

ference, Clearly reflected Ho.s belief’aCquired血Moscow’that the
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PrOletarian dictatorship should be preceded by a bourgeois demo-

Cratic revolution. To carry out血e first phase of血e revolution,血e

ICP program included the following points :

1・ Overthrow French imperialism, feudaIism, and血e reactionary

Vietnamese capitalist cIass.

2. Make Indochina compIetely independent.

3. Establish a worker-Peasant and soIdier govemment.

4. Confiscate the banks and other enterprises beIongivg to the im-

Perialists and put them under the control of血e worker-PeaSant and

SOldier govemment.

5. Confiscate the whole of the pIantations and property be]onging to
血e imperialists and血e vIetnanese reactionary capitalist class and dis-

tribute them to poor peasants.

6. Implement the eighトhour working day.

7. Abo]ish public Ioans and poIl tax. Waive unjust taxes hitting the

poor peop重e.

8. Bring back aIl freedoms to the masses.

9. Carry out universal education.

1O. Implement equality between man and woman.14

The Central Committee was no sooner installed in Haiphong

血an the party decided to trausfer it to Saigon. In addition to l,5OO

hard-COre members, the illegal party had almost lOO,OOO a捌iates in

trade and peasant unions.15 As Paul Isoart,血e penetrating French

§tudent of Vietnamese affairs, POints out:

The party had to fom rapidly a solid revoIutionary framework, canahz-

ing the discontent with mandarinal abuses, the rising cost of living,

insu餓cient wages or increased taxes, eXtOlling血e sentiment for inde-

Pendence, the sociaI idealism of the students, eXPIoiting t)Phoons, floods,

droughts and poverty. Little by l距Ie, it set up its political-administrative

framework. The Centra] Committee or Tong Bo言nstalled frst in Hai-

Phong then in Saigon, issued directives to the local committees in Tonkin

(Bac Bo), Annam (Trung Bo), and Cochinchina (Nam Bo). The
country was divided into provinces, SeCtOrs, COmmuneS, and villages and

Placed under血e jurisdiction of committees. The e】ement at the base, the

C筋bo or ∞ll, WaS COmPOSed of the workers of the same enterprise or the

i血abitants of the same street. This territorial organization was paralleled

by a professional and sociaI organization grouping血e workers・ associa- l
‾‾‾　{プ‾‾‾.‾‾⊂7　‾-‾}　’“‾‾‾-‾‾‾　‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾　　雪

tions (Cong San), the women (Phu Nu), the youth (皿anh Nien),血e

miIitary (Binh Si), the peasants,血e students, and the old people. Even

then’the party already made attempt to control血e population through
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these parallel hierarchies which were to become the streng血of the Viet

Minh. Doctrinal unity was ensured by strict discipline and error§ Were

punished by dea血・ Every member had a cover name. Cate血g to the

innate ]ove of the Vietnamese for the mystery of secret societies, a

number of cells sdll resorted to the blood oath.16

Although Tran Phu was the Party Secretary General’Ho alone was

in charge of血e relations between the ICP and血e o血er organiza・

tions of the Third Intemattonal: the Far Eastem Bureau in Shang-

hai,血e Secretariat of血e Pan-Pacific Syndicated Confederation,血e

Communist parties of Indonesia, Malaya, and Siam of which he

assumed control from March, 193O, tO June, 1931,血e French

Communist party, and the Anti-Imperialist League created in Ber-

1in in 1925. At its Ninth Plenary Session in April’|93],血e Central

Executive Comm批ee of the Third Intemational recognized血e ICP

as a national section of the Comintem, gaVe it a monthly allowance

of approximately $1,25O, and brought it under the nominal control

Of血e French Communist party.

The year 193O Was One Of revolutionary upsurge in Indochina. As

discussed previously, the V紡Na肋qt,00 DaわDaれg (VNQDD)

leaders, victims of unfavorable circumstances, had to carry out their

rebellious scheme earlier than plamed・ With血e exception of血e

successful mutiny of the rifle battalion in Yen Bay on February 9,

the movement was a tragic fiasco, due to poor organization, lack of

coordination, a lasトminute change of plan’and the alertness of血e

F+ench police. As a result of these uprisings, the VNQDD leader-

Ship was e任ectively elininated and血e party disappeared from the

Vietnamese political scene for餓een years. In血e midst of this

turbulence, the Communists played it safe, refrai血g from taking

Part in the hopeless rebe11ion although they had incited the people
to revolt against the coIonial administration. Three possible expla-

nations have been suggested for this Communist aloofness: (a) the

ICP did not feel itself strong enough to take par[ in the mutiny; (b〉

a severe repression of血e nationalist uprisings would intensify the

anti-French feeling among Vietnamese; (C) the elinination of the

VNQDD by the French regime would clear血e field of nationalist

COmpetition with血e Commu皿ists.

Of these theories, the last two seemed to be quite plausible as

they were the very ones Ho had used to jus。fy址s betrayal of血e

great nationalist Phan Boi Chau in Hong Kong in 1925. At any rate,
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血e disappearance of the Viet Nam Nationalist Party o鉦ued血e ICP

an unexpected opportunity to accelerate its ``patriotic" propaganda

and gain support from the aroused anti-French population.

A succession of strikes broke out in血e rubber plantations at Phu

Rieng, Dau Tieng, Xa Cut, etC.’in Cochinchina in February-March,

193O’and at the Nam Dinh weaving mill the foIIowing month’

affecting thousands of workers. Similarly, maSS demonstrations

against the deteriorating economic condItions and unabated taxes

took place in various parts of the country. In North Annam, the

hotbed of rebels, thousands of angry peasants marched on adminis-

trative centers to present their grievances and beg the govemment

to heIp alleviate their plight. In the process, however, they bumed

tax rolls and sacked public buiIdings. Most famous of the demon-

Strations was the march of 6’OOO destitute peasants on the town of

Vi血, the capital of Ho,s native province. Against these unamed

PeOPle who came to request a reduction of their unusually heavy

taxes・ the French Resident Govemor used planes and bombs.17

This brutal repression of血e peasants did nothing but intensify

the anger of the people血No血Annam, Which had been seething

With revo]ution. Whife realizing that血e Nghe An rebellion was

bound to fail・ the ICP nevertheless decided to assune血e leadership

Of the movement with a twofold objective: (a) to save it, if possi-

ble, and (b) to enable the Communists to have some practical

revolutionary experience. With the ICP active participation,血e

PeaSant insurrection was instantaneous]y transfomed into a revolu-
tion・ Inspired by血e §uCCeSS Of the Chinese soviets in mangsi, the

ICP leaders decided to set up peasant soviets in several districts in

the province of Nghe An, Which they called Xo-t,def Ng九e A巧and

PrOCeeded to put into practice its first agrarian refoms. Land was
taken away from landlords and divided among peasants, PeOPle’s

COurts Were eStablished and committees organized to run the co-

t,ief, Which displaced the regular French-COntrolled administration.

For several months’they maintained themselves surprisingly well.

Meanw軸e, SiniIar約〇。ie書sprung up in other parts of Northem

Annam which lasted until the spring of 1931. Parallel with the Nghe

An movement were the ius皿eCtions in Central Amam, SPeCifically

in Quang Ngai, Pham Van Dong’s native province, and in Ben Tre,

Tra Vinh, Vi血Long’Sadec, and Long Xuyen in Cochinchina. The

Sou血em uprisings’however’did not set up a revolutionary regime
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1ike the Xo-扇ef Ng九e A". In血e face of such an unpardonable

challenge to its rule, the enraged coIonial administration became

obsessed with one血ought: reVenge・ The retaliation was bo血vig-

orous and bmtal. F[ench troops and aircraft indiscriminately rained

bullets and bombs upon血e rebellious villages. What did the revo-

lution cost血e Vietnamese? 1O’OOO dead, 5O,OOO血prisoned’and

uncounted su鱈erings. As historian Joseph Buttinger remarks,

There is indeed no da水er year in the entire period of French rule in

Vietnam than 1931. Shocked Frenchmen have collected enough evidence

to show that people were killed not in the heat of battle-ihere were no

battIes-but ra血er in a wild and strange excitement of the chase-the

chase of human being§, Who were hunted down and killed as animals are

hunted down and killed for sport, by soldiers a§ drunk from many

murders as much as from too much a]cohol.18

By the end of 1931, When order was restored throu如out血e coun-

try, SCOreS Of Communist cadres had been securely put behind bars.

Among the victins figured廿an Phu’the first Secretary General of

the ICP, Truong Chi血, Who held the sane post from 1941 tO 1956・

Pham Van Dong and Vo Nguyen Giap’血e present DRV Prime Min-

ister and Minister of Defense, reSPeCtively.

In the meantine, Ho remained in Hong Kong in his capacity as

Comintem representative. While Tran Phu was the nominal head of

the party, it was Ho who directed its activities from his safe haven

in the British crown coIony. In spite of his attempt to disassociate

himself from the ICP disastrous experiment in the years of 193O-31,

the blame for this discomfiture should lay squarely on Ho’s shoul-

ders. In order perhaps to absoIve himself, the shrewd revolutionary

dispatched a letter to the Central Committee on Apri1 3O’1931’in

Which he criticized his party’s lack of realism’failure to pay ade-

quate attention to the concrete situation in each locality, SeCtarian-

ism in mass organizations’and insu鍋cient concem for the policies

Of the Anti-Imperialist League, and emphasized :

All Party members, all Party celIs must discuss the Central Commiト

tee’s directions and resolutions…. This aims at raising血e level of the

Party members, enSuring that all directions and resolutions will be car-

ried into e鮎ct, and unifying the血oughts and actiens of the Party

membership. 1 8
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Meanwhile, increasing Communist activities in Southeast Asia

had put both the British and the French police on the alert. Late in

血e spring of 193O, the British authorities arrested two French

agents of the Comintem, Joseph Ducroux and Hilaire Noulens

Among the papers found in their possession were letters and

SageS that revealed that Ho was in charge of the Southem Se

Of the Comintem Far Eastem Bureau. On June 5, 1931, Ho

arrested in Hong Kong' The French authorities immediate量y re-

quested his extradition. The British, however, decided

血eir jurisdiction over him. In the ensuing trial, Ho was found guilty

Of subversive activities and sentenced to six months in prison. The

judgment was subsequently voided on condition血at he be returned

to Indochina, Where血e French tribunal in Vinh had sentenced him

to death初abse"海. Thereupon, the Intemational Red Relief Asso_

Ciation hired a lawyer, Frank Loseby, tO Challenge the Hong Kong

COurt’s decision・ Ån appeal was made to the Privy Council血LOn-

don, Which subsequently reversed血e judgment on the ground that

Ho was a political refugee and, COnSequently, nOt Subject to extradi・

tion. Upon his re量ease, Ho l∈癌for Singapore, Where he was again

arrested and retumed to Hong Kong. As a result of tuberculosis, he

WaS admitted to a hospital instead of a prison. Shortly afterward,

Ho suddenly vanished・ It was then rumored, and even believed by

the French Sdret6, that the professional agitator had died of tuber-

Culosis in a Hong Kong jail. This rumor was also corroborated by

two leading European Communist papers,血e French Z’Ht‘棚毒青6

and the British Da旬Woγたer, and the Soviet press. Did Ho escape’

Or WaS he given freedom? British authorities, Curiously, remained

Silent on the circumstances surrounding his disappearance. It has

been believed that the calculating Comintem agent obtained his

release by agreeing to work for the British Intelligence Service. In

view of his past dealings, nOtably his delivery of Phan Boi Chau血

1925 and his betrayal of the ``uncooperative’’Tho脇Nie" members

血the late 1920S tO the French police, and his intelligence activities

in behalf of the Kuomintang and血e American O紐ce of Strategic

Services during World War II, One Should not reject this theory as

Pure imagination.
In any case, Ho’s whereabouts and activities following his dis-

appearance from Hong Kong were shrouded in my§tery. It seemed i

that he temporarily fell out of favor with the Kremlin and was
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recalled to Moscow for more training and indoctrination・ The dis-

astrous failure of血e Xo-t,紡Nghe A"20 and other ICP-led uprisings

in Indoch血a, Which resulted in the inprisoment of top Commu-

Ilist cadres,血e arrest of Ho himse萱f, and血e seizure of inc血minat一

諾意霊諾豊島禁書慧討晋蒜霊
held responsible for血ese shortcomings. According to a North Vieト

namese sourceJ21 Ho, after regaining his freedom early in 1932Jeft

Hong Kong for Shanghai where he resumed his contact with血e

Chinese Communist party. From Shanghai he departed for Moscow

and, in 1933,血e dedicated Comintem agent once again became a

student. This血ne, he attended the Lenin School, Which trained

high-ranking cadres for the Soviet Comm皿ist party. In Fchruary’

1935, When the ICP held it§ First Congress in Macao, Ho’the

founder of血e party, WaS Curiously al〕Sent. The same source men-

tioned above s血ply stated血at Ho,s busy work in Moscow pre-

vented him from attending血e Congress. A possible exp萱anation is

血at血e Comintem leaders, Still perturbed by Ho’§ failure in血e Far

East, did not want him to make contact with his comrades and

disciples before he had su鯖ciently rea§SeSSed the situation and

leamed more about revolutionary tactics. As Ho had been the only

link between the ICP and other Comintem organizaせOnS, his re置

moval from Asia had the immediate effect of isolating the fomer

from o血er Communist parties’Particularly the Soviet Communist

party, When it needed guidance and advice. Stalin,s disapproval of

Mao,s uno血odox int叩retation of Marxism-Leninism had led him

to write o任the Chinese Communi§t Party and to neglect the ICP,

Which he apparently considered as a branch of血e Chinese orga血

While Ho was on his way back to Moscow’血e badly disIocated

ICP began a rebuilding program in 1932. Their isolation from the

Comintem did not seem to hurt the Vietnamese Communists very

much. Through a small group of Chinese Communists and the

Tha励Nie" Cadres in Siam, and through Vietnamese seamen who

三豊雷書誌葦黒雲露悪豊艶t詰語
rnent’nOtably with血e Chinese Communist party. With血e excep-

tion of血ose who had been sent to the guillotine or died in prison’
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many Communists arrested at血e height of血e terror of 193O-3|

Were Pardoned or released・ Far from dampening their spirit, their

Stay in jail proved to be quite beneficial. A generous supply of

PrOPaganda materiaIs had been smuggled into prisous and secretly
Circulated among血e poIitical detainees, Who, uPOn their release’

became more convinced of血e correctness of their cause and more

detemined to spread revolutionary ideas among the oppressed

masses・ In spite of a new and elaborate police network erected to

PreVent a reVival of the Communist movement, the ICP recovered
COnSiderabIy faster than its members had expected・

It was further given a new impetus by血e retun in Octcher,

1932, of Tran Van Giau, a graduate of the Stalin School・ Giau

inmediately proceeded to revitalize the regional committee in Sai・

gon, PubIish the Co Do (Red FIag) and the物p C筋Coれg Sa"

( Communist Review), and reorganize血e Indochinese section of

the Anti-Imperialist League. He concentrated upon the workers

Who soon banded together in cells or clandest血e trade unions. Un-

1ike Tonkin and Annam’Which were protectorates’Cochinchina, aS

a coIony, enjoyed a relatively liberal reg血e, Which accorded signifi-

Cant freedom to血e French-language press. Cleverly exploiting批s

liberty, One Of the rare democratic rights recognized in Indochina,

血e Communists used the press to propagate their views. As the

Third Intemational had condemned the use of terror, the Vietnam-

ese Communists now resorted to the legal methods of opposition.

Instead of assassination, they resorted to persuasion; instead of

SWOrds, they used peus; instead of dividing the people, they tried to

unite them in a common cause. Consequently, instead of dissipating

his strength, the Stalinist Giau entered into collaboration wi血Ta

Thu Thau, a Trotskyist who had returned from France eany in

1932. Shortly after his arrival in Cochinchina’Thau had organized a

group of adherents to the Fourth Intemational, Which was

PrOmPtly disbanded by the French S血.et6. Undaunted, the Trotsky-

ist leader regrouped his men in a new association set up allegedly to

educate the workers.

In January, 1933,血e first joint Sta量inisトTrotskyist enteIPrise

came into existence. With a view to avoiding o餓cial censor§hip

imposed on Vietnamese publications, TTan Van Giau and Ta Thu

Thau put out a French-language paper, La Lt‘請e (Stmggle), Which

rapidly made its influence fe工t in the Cochinchinese capital. In血e
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summer of that year㍉with血e active support of La L脇e, tWO

Communist candidates, One Stalinist and one Trotskyist, Were

elected to the Saigon Municipal Co皿Cil in spite of strong o岱cial

dis apPrOVal.

Thus, the revival of the ICP after 1932 toOk place prinarily in the

South. Not until 1934 did the party begin sIowly to pick up its

pieces in the North, Organizing rural friendly societies in Amam,
and reemerging as the Indochinese Democratic Front in Tonkin.

Contact between血e dispersed meinbers and the regional commit-

tees was soon restored. It was血en decided that a Congress should

be convened to reassess both血e domestic and血e intemational

situations and revamp the party program. Subsequently’in Fch-

ruary, 1935’Wi血out Ho’the ICP held its First Congress in Macao,

China, Where it reiterated its allegiance to血e Comintem. The re-

organized party trausferred its Central Committee to Saigon and,血

August, reCeived recognition from the Third Intemational.

Meanw皿e, WOrld events took an unusual tum. In the face of血e

mounting pressure from imperialist Japan, the growing power of

Nazi Gemany, and the increasing strength of the anti-Comintem

coalition, the Soviet Union decided on rapprochement wi血the

Westem democracies. Fascism had replaced capitalism as血e

archenemy of Soviet socialism. At its Seventh Wo轟d Congress in

August, 1935,血e Comintem issued new directives ordering all

Communist parties to join with血e non-Communist govemments in

the common struggle agaiust fascism.皿is sha甲reversal of血e

Comintem policy was too bitter a pill for the ICP to swallow’and

CauSed considerable objection and anguish wi心血its ranks. Not

Only were vietnamese Commurdsts told to put aside their opposi-

tion to French rule and their campaign for democratic rights,血ey

Were also ordered to collaborate with the coIonialists in血e struggle

agaiust the Axis powers. Such a position would certainly be inter-

Preted by the Vietnamese population as a betrayal on the part of
the ICP, Whose main appea=ay in its campaign for national inde-

Pendence. In its view, the rising power of Gemany and Japan,
instead of constituting a threat to Indochina, O髄ered it an exce量lent

Opportunity to destroy French rule in Asia. After heated debates

and cousiderab1e soul-SearChing, and under血e pressure of other

Communist organizatious, nOtabIy the French Communist party

headed by Maurice Thorez’Who had been directed by Sta血to
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keep a watchful eye on血e Vietnamese Communist movement s血ce

Ho’s departure from Asia, the ICP grudgin♂y compl王ed with the

珊ird Intemational orders. At its meetings in May, 1936, the Cen-

tral Committee proceeded with the establishment of a united front

for peace and agalnst fascism, Which embraced all the Indochinese

PeOPles, dasses, and po皿cal parties.

In the meantime, in June, 1936, the PopuIar Front govemment,

based on an antifascist coalition of血e Communist, Left, and Cen-

ter parties, Came tO POWer in France. Announcing refoms for血e

COIonies’the new goverment promised to treat the peasants and

WOrkers in the French overseas possessious on the same basis as

their countexparts in France, tO `草ace them a11 on a plane of moral

equality, SOCial justice and human brotherhood:’to deny none of its

``republican or socialist convictions,” and to take its ``role of civilizer

and emancipator seriously:’22 As a gesture of good wilI, Paris re-

Placed the hated Govemor General Ren6 Robin with Jule Brevi6, a

liberal and honest man. Upon assuming his o鯖ce’瓜e new govemor

granted amnesty to po萱iticaI prisoners and extended certaln liberties

Of the press and assembly to the loca] people. Among the persous

released from the Poulo Condore and Son La prisons were Pham

Van Dong, Dang Xuan Khu, alias Truong Chinh’and Ha Ba Cang,

alias Hoang Quoc Viet,血e future President of血e trade unions in

血e DRV. It was血ese top cadres who, PrOfi血g by血e relatively

tolerant policy of the Brevi6 administration, rebuilt血eir illegal

Organization in Amam and in Tonkin. With the severe repression of

193O-i31 Still vivid in it§ mind, the ICP took extreme measures to

PrOteCt its members. A number of able and experienced cadres were
Smuggled out to China’While others camouflaged their illegal activi-

ties by cooperating with the moderate nationa重ist organizatious

under the cover of the Indochinese Democratic Front, Or WOrking

in the Indochinese Sections of the French Socialist Party and the

League of Human Rights. The Front, Which included both Vietnam-

ese and progressive Frenchmen residing in the coIony, WaS abIy

萱ed by two dedicated militants, Pham Van Dong and Vo Ngyen

Giap. In spite of血e existing system of limited su蝕age, it suc-

Ceeded in having a number of its members elected to血e Hanoi

Municipal Council and to the Chamber of Representatives in Hanoi

and Hue.

Meanwhile’fully aware of the foreign Communist disapproval of
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血e Comintem reversed position visふ-Vis血e imperialist powers

and, Particularly, Of the smolde血g opposition wi址n血e ICP ranks

to such a t)O払e一句Oe, and apparently foreseeing new opportunities to

open to the Communist movement in Asia, Moscow again dis-

patched its re]iable and reeducated agent back to the Far East. In

1936’Ho, COn§equently, returned to Ch血a’Where he dosdy fol-

lowed the poli。cal development in his homeland’attemPting to

guide the movement he had launched. Unable to make血e trip

himseu Ho sent Le Hong Phong, an altemate member of the Exeou-

tive Comm距ee of the Communist Intemational, back to Vietnam to

give direct leadership to the ICP. From his safe haven in China,血e

experienced revolutionary regularIy dispatched directives to the ICP

Central Committee and sent articles to several papers published by

the Communist party and the Democratic Front. A§ Ho pointed out

in his report to the Communist Intemational in July, 1939, the ICP,

under his guidance, Strictly adhered to血e Moscow血e・ and even

ceased to insist on national independence :

1. For血e time being,瓜e Party camot put forth too high a demand

(national independence, Parliament, etC.) " To do so is to enter the Japa-

nese fascists’scheme. It should only claim for democratic rights, freedom

of organization, freedom of assembly, freedom of press and freedom of

speech, general amnesty for all pomcal detainees, and stmgg]e for血e

legalization of the Party.

2. To reach血is goal, the Party must strive to organize a broad

Democratic Nati。nal Front. This Front does not embrace only Indo-

chinese peopIe but also progressive French residing in Indochina’nOt

Only toiling people but also the national bourgeoisie.

3・ The Party must as§ume a wise, flexibIe attitude with the bour・

geoisie, Strive to draw it into血e Front, Win over the elements that can be

won over and neutralize those which can be neutralized. We must by aIl

means avoid leaving血em outside the Hont’lest they should fall into the

hands of the enemy of the revolufron and increase the strength of血e

reactionaries.

4. There camot be any allian∞ With or any concession to the Trot-

skyite group.23 We must do everything possible to lay bare their faces as

henchmen of the fascists and annihilate them politica11y.

5・ To increase and consolidate its forces, tO Widen its influence, and to

work e任ectively, the Indochinese Democratic Front must keep dose

contact with the French Popular Front because the latter also struggles

for freedom, democracy, and can give us great help.
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6. The Party cannot demand that the Front recognize its ]eadership.

It must instead show itself as the organ which makes the greatest sacri.

fi∞S, the most active and loyal organ. It is only through daily struggb

and work that the masses of the people acknowledge and co∬eCt POhcie§

and leading capacity of血e Party and血at it can win血e Ieading posi・

髄on.

7. To be able to carry out this task, the Pa巾′ muSt unCOmPromisingly

fight sectarianism and narrow-mindedness and organize §yStematic §tudy

of Marxism-Leninism in order to raise血e cu血ral and political level of

the Party members and heIp血e non-Party cadres raise血eir leve]. We

must maintain c量ose contact wi心血e French Communist Party.24

It is interes血g to note血at the position taken by血e ICP within

血e Democratic Front was the very same adopted by血e Commu-

nists wi血in the Viet Minh movement.

On September 2O, 1936, a Very important event took place in

Vietnam. The Indochinese Congress’attended by over a血ousand

delegates from a皿political groupings’COnServative, mOderate,

Communist, WaS COnVened in the inperial city of Hue. Among the

committees selected on this occasion was one charged with the task

Of drawing up a bill of demands to be presented to the Commission

Of Inquiry, Which had been dispatched by the L6on Blum govem・

ment to study the situation in Indochina wi血a view to recommend-

ing improvements. Upon its arrival’血e Commis§ion’headed by

Justin Godart, WaS WeIcomed with a succession of strikes in血e

Saigon-ChoIon area in Cochinchina’in血e Hongay and Dong Trieu

coal mines, and in血e Nam Dinh weaving mills in Tonkin. The

strikers demanded wage increase, the abolition of co中oral punish-

ments, freedom to organize trade unions, etC. In January, 1937,

these workers’activities eventually led to the passage of a labor law

that, amOng Other things’PrOhibited the empIoyment of children

under ten years of age and the assigment of women and children

under eighteen to evening work, and provided for minimum wage’

eight-hour day, and paid vacation. The new legislation, however’

did not satisfy the workers, Who were constantly aroused by the

Communist agitators’Who, in tum, had other motives in mind.

Meanwhile, both the French Socialist and Communist parties,

then members of血e coalition govemment, had abandoned their

earlier antiimperialist position and shared血e popular feeling that

Indochina might fall into the Japanese hands. Thereupon,血e So-
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cialist Minister of CoIonies’Marius Moutet’emPhasizing血e o紐cial

policy of keeping Indochina French, directed血e colonial admihis-

tration to ・haintain public order by al1 1egi血nate狐d legal means,

even by prosecution of those who attempt to make tro皿e’if this

should prove necessary," and see to it that ``French order must reign

in Indochina as elsewhere:,25 The French Communist party, On its

part, Sent a delegation to Vietnam to remind the ICP of the new
comintem decision regarding the necessity of joining forces wi血

the capitalists to thwaft血e fascist scheme of world conquest, and

to urge the Vietnamese comrades to suspend temporarily血eir il-

1egal activities. Such was the liberalism of the French Popular Front

govemment~珊e ICP acquiesced only halfway in the French Com-

munist request. With a view to giving their movement a 。oak of

legitimacy, the Vietnamese organized血emselves into two groups :

an overt section engaged in legal operations’and a clandes血e sec-

tion entrusted with the task of erec血g a network of secret celIs. At

the same tine, the Stalinists cooperated with the Trotskyists and

other revolutionary elements in various legal nationalist front orga-

The Stalinist皿otskyist co11aboration’however, SOOn ran into di撞-

culty. In opposition to the Stalinist shift in emphasis’the Trotskyists

continued to underline the血portance of the struggle against im-

perialism, COndemning both the French and the Indochinese Fronts.
Ta Thu Thau vehemently criticized血e ICP program of democratic

refoms, rejecting the contention that Japan should be considered as

the main threat to Indochina,狐d labelling the Stalinists ``allies of

血e bourgeoisie,・ and “defenders of democracy." Thau also accused

the ICP of placing the interests of the French and Soviet Commu-

nist parties above血ose of the Indochinese people. Plagued by

mutual distrust and tactical di任erences, and detemined to outdo

each other in i11egal maneuvers’血e StalinisトTrotskyist coalition

was precariously maintained until the Saigon municipal elections of

1937, in which Thau and血e Stalinists Duong Bach Mai and

Nguyen van Tao were elected・ After血eir last meeting on July 14,

1937, Tran Van Giau and Ta Thu Thau parted company.

With La L脇e remaining under his control, the Trotskyist leader

continued his attack on the Popular Front. After publishing an arti-

cle in which he accused the Paris govemment Of betraying the

socialist cause, Than was given a two-year Prison sentence’Obvi-
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OuSly with血e approval of the Socialist Minister of CoIo血es, Mari

Moutet. The imprisonment of their leader did not soften the Thotsk

ists, Who went on to emphasize class struggle and the fight ag

Westem capitalism. In view of血eir e任ective propaganda and血

PreStige of瓜eir dedicated leader Ta Thu Thau, Whose adana和

OPPOSition to coIonialism was wideIy known,血e Thotskyist

Wielded cousiderable influence among the workers and nationalis

elements in Cochinchina. Shortly after his release, Thau and two o

his lieutenants, Tran Van Thach and Pham Van Hun, WOn an血

PreSSive victory in the Apri1 3O, 1939, elections for the CoIonia

Councfl in Saigon, winning 8o per cent of the votes, and thus hand

SOmely defeating their Stalinist and moderate opponents. Followin!

址s smarting defeat, the Sta血sts sp萱it, Wi血Duong Bach Mai re

maining the leader of the o鎖cial Cormunist party and Nguyen

Van Tao foming his own faction.

Meanw軸e, War broke out in Europe in the autunn of 1939. And

the Stalin-Hitler pact, anOther Soviet dipIomatic §OmerSault which

dizzied all foreign Communists, drastically altered the situation血

both France and Indochina. In agreement wi血the pact, Moscow

issued new directives ordering the intemational Communist mov‘}

ment to oppose the West’s anti-Hitler policy. Subsequently’On Sep-

tember 26, 1939,血e Paris goverrment outlawed血e French Com-

munist party, Which had opposed the war against Gemany. S血ilar

action was simultaneously taken by血e coIonial administration

against the Indochinese Communists. Some 8oo Stalinists and Trot・

Skyists were arrested and the rest driven undergro皿d. Among the

vic。ms were Ta Thu Thau, Duong Bach Mai, Nguyen Van Tao’

and Le Hong Phong, Who, tOgether with his wife, WaS eXeCuted in

1942. While血e repression virtually eliminated the Trotskyists, it

did not seriously a任ect the Stalinists’Whose tightly khit clandestine

Organization remained intact. As a precautionary measure, however,

血e ICP transferred its Central Committee back to Chirra. Many top

Cadres, including Pham Van Dong’Vo Nguyen Giap, and Truong

Chinh, also hurriedly left the country and arrived in Kuangsi by瓜e

end of the year. In a plenary session held from November 6 to 8,

1939, the ICP, adopting an ``antiwar,, position consonant wi心血e

Comintem line, rePlaced the old Indochinese Democratic Front

With the United Front of Anti-Imperialist Indochinese Peoples. With

the support of血e Soviet Union, αthe fo巾es§ Of world revolution:,
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the neW Organization would “ove血ow French imperialism and血e

indigenOuS feudalists.タ,26 Demoustrations were consequently orga-

nized to oppose the sending of Indochinese troops albroad, requlSl-

tionS, taX increase, etC., all aining at sapping血e war e鱈ort.

Following France’§ humiliating defeat by Gemany in June’194O,

the ICP intensi丘ed its subversive ac帥ties aga血St血e coIonial

regime, riding the nationalist wave that had swept血e country. Ho

was in Kuming when the Decoux reg血e27 entered into alliance

with the Japanese authorities in Indochina. It was址s development

that prompted the veteran Communist to issue a declaration de・

nouncing the collusion of French coIonialism wi血Japanese expan-

sionism, and calling on Vietnamese to take ams against血e new

alliance. Copies of the dedaration were smuggled into Vietnam

where血ey found a very receptive and very agitated population.

Impotent and helpless, the Decoux administration docflely gov-

。med Indochina on behalf of the Japanese, Who, undis山bed by

administrative problems, freely made use of the coundys resources’

military installatious’and means of commu血Cation.

Th。 Franco-Geman amistice of June, 194O, raised false hope§

among vietnamese nationalists and led the ICP cadres to心血k血at

their time had come. With a view to establishing a republican gov-

emment which would rally to血e cause of血e Chinese Resistan∞,

the Soviet Union, and World Revolu。on, Ho made preparations for

an amed uprising. On September 24, aS Japanese troops landed血

the port city of Haiphong’a SuCCeSS珊amed insurr∞tion against

the French occurred in Bac Son, Where gue副a tactics were used.

According to Truong Chinh, the Bac Son rebellion gave bi血to the

first guerilla unit led by血e ICP.28 This success, in addi。on to血e

pressure from血e pro-Japanese govemment Of Thailand and血e

Communists, inflated estimate of血eir own strength, CauSed the

Committee of Cochinchina to undertake an amed uprising of its

own on November 22, 194O. Originating血血e Plaine des Joncs, the

Communist-led movement rapidly spread to血e We§tem PrOvinces‘

A nunber of districts, Such as My Tho and Bac Lieu, Were Virtually

removed from French co血Ol. For血e first time, the gold-Starred

red flag, Which was to become血e o駈cial flag of the DRV, aP-

peared in Cao La血. The colonial administration §truCk back,

sw珊y, decisively’and ferociously. Troops and aircraft were used

agaiust the皿equipped insurgents. Bombs and o血er explosives



48　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　V餓0" Acoα慨p拗e

erased en馳・e tOWnS. In two weeks,血e rebelfron was cmshed. S

血ousand persous were arrested. A田虫e prisous in Coch血c

Were釧ed・ Once again,血e Comn血sts were put on血e rm. 1

a view to absolving himself from血e responsibflity for misrea

血e situation, Which had resulted in such a catastrophic falure,

through the ICP Ce血al Committee headquartered in sout

China, Put the bIame on血e Cochinch血ese Committee・ It was eヰ

PIained that血e prudent Ho had opposed amed iusurrection #

血at t血e. His order, however, allegedly came too late.29　　　　¥

3 ☆捌eAl訪妨げa

α棚mun短Beひ0易めn

DuRENG HIS LAST §Ojoum in China and prior to his retun to Vietnam,

血e shrewd Comintem agent’fu皿y aware of the feeling of血e Vieト

namese nationalists and, Particularly, Of the bourgeois whose sym-

pathy he needed to cultivate, Strictly adhered to血e line he had

prescribed for血e Tha脇N‘en in Canton in |925, i.e・・ tO SPread

Marxist ideoIogy under血e cover of nationalism. Whe血er he lived

among his wildest admirers or whether he worked in血e midst of

his alert persecutors’Ho always took great care to conceal his iden・

tity. Thus, in 1936, a撞er reaching China, Ho jouneyed to血e bor-

der province of Yunnan where’aS COmrade Tran’he was Iodged by

the barber Hoang Quang Bi血who had a shop in血e h鳳e toun of

Tsungshan' AIways dressed in a faded khaki outfit’this revolution-

ary comrade, looking as gentle as a peasant of ancient times, did not

attract much attention from Bi血, Who had idolized血e rchellious

Nguyen Ai Quoc. But how could血e ba心er suspect anything about

this kindly old man who’besides conducting courses in politics and

revolution, advised him to wash his smock frock more often and

keep it clean in order to attract more customers’tO do everything to

Perfection, tO keep his little house neat, tO be considerate toward his

Wife, and, Particularly, tO StOP beating her?

In the beginning, nO One Paid much attention to血e good old

COmrade who, after every meal, Care珊Iy checked the waist bdt of

the ba心er’s gluttonous咄e boy to make sure血at it had not be-
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COme tOO tight for hin, and loosened it if necessary. Gradually,

however, his commonsense advice and attentive gestures inspired

trust, and comrade Than becameくくuncle’’1 Tran. Ho血us made good

use of his innate virtues and acting talent to generate trust and

mislead many people he came into contact with. How could any

One inagine血at the simple and gentle exterior of Uncle Tran

concealed one of the most ruthless minds in the service of intema・

tional Communism? Years later’When hearing Ho’§ VOice on radio,

a voice distinguished by the heavy Nghe Anese accent which had

not changed in spite of the revolutionary’s proIonged exile abroad,

血e ba心er of Tsungshan §uddenly realized who the old comrade he

had lodged was. Hoang Quang Bi血, however, WaS nOt血e only one

Who was surprised by such a discovery.

Retuγれfo Viet性am

After the mass a調eStS Of Vietnamese Communists by血e brutally

Zealous French Sdret6, Pham Van Dong and Vo Nguyen Giap fled

to China where, in May, 194O, they joined Ho. It was Giap’s fir§t

encounter with血e man whose writings he had avidly read’and

Whose expIoits he had greatly admired. During their stay in China’

both Dong and Giap were introduced to Mao Tse巾ng’s Eighth

Route Amy. The future victor of Dienbienphu also spent some

血ne in Yenan, then the capital of Communist China, Where he

Studied guerilla tactics.

Meanwhile, France collapsed before the might of Hitler’s troops.

And in Indochina, Admiral Decoux signed a treaty of a11iance wi血

Japan. From Kuming, Ho issued a tract denouncing the Franco-

Japanese collusion and calling on Vietnamese to rise up to liberate

their fatherland・ It was Ho’s first appeal to his people. With a view

to coordinating the ICP activities and discussing his inpending re-

tum to Vietnam, Ho called a meeting of his party’s members血en

WOrking in China. During one of the debates, the Communist

leader brought up the question of amed uprising. Foremost in

everyone’s mind was the problem of military supplies. To his wor-

ried comrades Ho simply said: ``Capture enemy arms to kill the

enemy:’This advice was to be faithfu11y followed by the Viet Minh
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troops’Who defeated血e French Expeditonary Co甲s with血e lat-

Eluding bo血the Kuomintang and the Japane§e POlice・ Which

maintained a vigilant surveillance in血e southem provinces of

china,血e Vietnamese partisans gradually moved cIoser to血e In-

dochine§e frontier. By the end of November, 194O’血e first group

arrived in Tsing Tsi, a Small Chinese village in the border area of

Kwangsi province’located some 6o miles no血of Cao Bang. As the

year drew to a 。ose, the last group were finally united wi血their

comrades. Among the newcomers who travelled on a crowded boat’

血ere was a Chinese joumalist who apparently §POke only French in

addition to his native language. Every time he wanted to communi-

cate with his Vietname§e COmPanions, he had to rely on a certain

Lam Boi Khiet, Who served as interpreter. Only three persons on

血e boat knew血e identity of血e mysterious Chinese reporter who,

perhaps because of the language barrier, did not seem to be inter-

ested in the conversation going on among the Vietnamese. Only

when a young man inadvertently dropped a lit cigarette end on his

clo血es did the joumalist betray himself. Suddenly forgetting who

he was supposed to be’血e goateed αChinese,"血flawless Vietnam-

ese, Wamed his young companion to be more careful. Until then・

the crowd on the boat had not been aware that their ``Chinese”

fe1low traveller also spoke Vietnamese. But why should he not have

known血eir language? He was none o血er than Nguyen Ai Quoc’

the future Ho Chi Minh. And Lam Boi Khiet was none o血er血an

Pham Van Dong’the DRV Prime Minister-tO・be.

The group, Which included Ho’Dong, and Giap’arrived in Cao

Bang in F。)ruary, 1941. It was Ho,s first visit to Vietnam in nearly

three decade§・ Thing§ had not changed much since he left.珊e

country wa§ Still ruled over by foreigners. It still remained unsafe

for revolutionaries. Ho finally found a secure hideout in the grottoes

of Pac Bo, a remOte jun如Village in the border province of Cao

Bang, from which he could vanish into China in case of pursuit by

計器請l認諾法認:;窪書悪霊
cadres went to their assigned areas血roughout the country to or_

ganize the resistance movement.

The first task Ho §et uP for his men was to Organize a pohical
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amy of propagandists and agitators’Which would be enlarged

rapidly as possible. The veteran Communist frmly believed心

When the masses were su航ciently aroused and became con§Cious

血eir power, they would voluntarily respond to a call to arr

準ainst the French coIonialists and the Japanese expansio血sts. Hq

thus put into practice one of the basic lessons he had leamed in

Soviet Union and China: A revolutionary amy could not ope

SuCCeSSfully without mass participation and support; it needed

PeOPle for recruits, SuPPlies’infomation, and protection' It wa§

Mao Tse-tung Who had taught Ho that ``the people are血e sea and

the guerilla is the fish.’’The Vietnamese Communist remembered

his lesson§ Very Well’血deed・

Fo鯛de年O声he Viet脇性h Leagt/e

After a thorough analysis of both血e national and the intema_

tional situafrons, Ho proceeded to call a meeting of Vietnamese

Communist cadres. Thus, the Eighth PIenum of the ICP Central

Committee’血e most important meeting that outIined the course of

the resi§tanCe War, WaS held in the Pac Bo grottoes2 from May lO tO

|9’1941. Ho’``who then represented the Communist Intemational,

WaS in the chair宰Present at the meeting were members of the ICP

Central Committee’and delegates from various mass organizations4

and several nationalist groupings. The decisions adopted on the

dosing day of this historic session, May 19’Which by coincidence

Or by design happened to be Ho,s birthday’``were strictly imple-

mented by the en血e Party membership and Ied to the victory of

血e Augu§t 1945 Revolution.’’5

While convinced of the αinevitable” victory of the Soviet Union

and her allies over the fascist aggressors, Of the developing contra-

dictions between the Japanese and the French in Indochina, and of

血e growing politicaI consciousness of the local people血en living

under the double oppression of the foreigners’the party was never-

theless apprehensive that influential elements of the nationalist

bourgeoisie would rally to the Japanese, Who had encouraged血e

Vietnanese to oppose the French’and take the masses along with

血em. In order to forestall such an eventuality’to take advantage of

the opportune situation, ``one that would happen only once in a

The AγC脇ec書of α Com肌t‘鵬楓et’0煽on　　　　　　　　　53

thousand years’"6 and to eventually seize power’the ICP had to act

in a hurry. Consequently’the das§ Struggle theme was temporariIy

shelved in favor of that of nationa=iberation. The mass organiza-

tionS, Which had been founded by the Communists’irmediately

assumed the new patriotic name of Na瞳Onal Salvation Associations.

This suPerficial metamorphosis of瓜e ICP-COntrOlled organization§

achieved the desired e紐ect of misleading血e masses, Whose desire

for independence had been feverishly aroused・ Wi血a view to

bringing a11 resistance elements under his control, Winning power,

then eliminating the nationalist competitors and creating a Com-

munist state, Ho decided to fom a united front whose announced

program would be to coordinate all nationahist activities, drive out
the French and Japanese fascists, regain national independence,

and build a Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Thus was fo皿ded

the Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi, Or Vietnam Independence

League, POPularly known thereafter as the Viet Minh.7 While the

League included many nationalist elements, the bulk of its member-

ship consisted of ICP veterans. Among its leaders figured §uCh sea-

soned Stalinist militants as Pham Van Dong, Vo Nguyen Giap,

Truong Chinh, Ho Tung Mau, and Ha Ba Cang, in addition to Ho

himse]f. The founding of the Viet Minh was the cuImina。on of Ho’s

personal e任orts. He had patiently approached the leaders of various

non-Marxist groupings and convinced血em of血e need for a broad

union against the French and the Japanese.

At the c工ose of血e Eigh血Plenum df the ICP Central Committee’

Ho drafted a proclamation to the Vietnamese people, Which was

PraCtically an appeal to ams. In order not to reveal Ho’s where-

abouts and the location of the Viet Minh headquarters’the address

was broadcast from the Chinese town of Liaochu eighteen days

later, On June 6, 1941. In this highly emotional Lef書eγ fγO肋Ahoαd,

Ho summoned his compatriots to action’aPPealing to all Vietnam-

ese’elders’PrOminent personalities・ intellectuals, PeaSantS, WOrk-

ers, traders, and soldiers throughout the country to ∝rise up quickly

to organize the Association for National Salvation to fight the

French and the Japanese.’’Abundant reference was made to the

glorious past of VIetnam, tO the stubborn resistance spirit of ``the
SOns and daughters of Lac Hong,,8 which had pemeated through

the centuries, tO Such national heroes as廿an Hung Dao, Who, in the

thirteenth century, had led a popular army血at defeated the Mon-
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goIian invaders, tO SuCh recent revolutionary Ieaders as Phan Dinh
Phung, Hoang Hoa Tham, and Luong Ngoc Quyen, tO the admiral)le

feats of other patriots in Thai Nguyen, Yen Bay, and Nghe-Tinh.

The uprisings in the South and at Do Luong, Said Ho, had “testified

to the detemination of our compatriots to shed their blood as their

glorious predecessors did, heroically to anninilate血e enemy.”

These independence movements failed, eXPlained Ho, nOt because

the French invaders were strong, but because the situation was not

ripe and the Vietnamese were not united・ The opportunity for na-

tional liberation, however, had come. France had been defeated by

Gemany. The Japanese, bogged down in China and hamstrung by

the British and American forces, Were nOt able to use all血eir troops

to contend with a united and single-minded people. Therefore, Ho

COntinued :

Rich peopIe, SOldiers, WOrkers’PeaSantS’intellectuaIs, emP重oyees,

traders, yOuth, and women who warmIy love your country! At血e

PreSent time national hoeration is血e most important problem. Let us

unite together! As one in mind and strength we shall overthrow血e

Japanese and French and their jackaIs in order to save people from the

Situation between boiling water and burning heat.

Dear compatriots !

National salvation is血e coIⅢmOn CauSe to the whoIe of our peop]e.

Every Vietnamese must take part in it. He who has money will con-

tribute his money, he who has strength wiII contribute his strength, he

Who has talent wiII contribute his talent. I pIedge to use all my modest

abilities to foIIow you, and am ready for the last sacrifice.

Revo重utionary fighters!

The hour has struck! Raise aloft the insurrectionary bamer and guide

the people throughout the country to overthrow the Japanese and

French! The sacred ca量l of the Father]and is resounding in your ears; the

bIood of our heroic predecessors who §aCrifroed their lives is sti正ng in

your hearts! The fighting spirit of the peop重e js disp]ayed everywhere

before you! Let us rise up quickIy! Unite with each o血er, unify your

action to overthrow the Japanese and the French.

Victory to Vietnam’s Revolution !

Victory to血e Wor]d’s Revo]ution!9

This emotional and eloquent appeal, Which reminded Vietnamese

Of their present misery and glorious past, inevitably found a lasting

echo in their hearts.
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Unlike other nationalist movements, Whose only professed objec-

tive was national independence, the Viet Mi血o任ered a particu-

larly concrete program incorporating血e following points :

1. Estab】ishment of a democratic repubIic wi血univer§al su紐rage

2. Extension of fu11 citizenship rights to血e ethnic minorities

3. Recognition of all basic liberties

4. Equality of man and woman

5. Abolition of a11 old taxes

6. Compulsory and free education

7. A social security system

8. Agrarian reforms

9. Respect of individual property.

In view of the soundness of this program, Which reflected血e

basic wishe§ Of all Vietnamese, many a nationalist found it di鍋cult

to oppose. Convinced, however, that the League was merely a

Communist attempt to grasp power, SCOreS Of non-Marxist leaders

refused to join the united front and fought it from the beginning. As

historian Buttinger aptly points out’Ho, realizing that he could not

deceive the leadership of other na。onalist parties, did not attempt

to attract them but their followers to the Viet Minh, and血us tried

to maneuver them politically into cooperating with the ICP.1O

Immediately after it§ founding’the League organized guerilla

units and made preparafrons for a general amed insurrection・ The

first guerilla bands, however, aS We have seen, Were §OOn tranS-

fomed into a political amy of propagandists and agitators. While

his associates carried on their activites in various parts of the coun-

try, Ho remained in Pac Bo, dividing his t血e between training

cadres and pounding at his rusty typewriter・ He translated into

Vietnamese such Russian and Chinese wocks as血e朋s青oγg O声九e

Commtm短Pa旬o声九e Sot’ieき助io" and Sun Tzu’s Arf of War,

wrote Gt,eγ脇Waγfaγe, E叩er海CeS Of C崩わese Gt’eγ脇s, E叩eγき-

e,鳩eS O/ Fγem九Gt’er華y and edited a journal, VieきNam Doo Lap,

Or Independent Vietnam.

The founding of the united front should not be considered as one

of Ho,s ingenious ideas. The Comintem had issued a new directive

ordering all foreign Communist parties to attempt to take over血e

leadership of their respective national movement against fascism
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and to include in it as many nationalist and social organizations as

POSSible. It was a revival of血e Indochinese Democratic Front, an

alliance of all parties under Communist co血Ol・ The conditions in

Vietnam following the fall of metropolitan France and血e signing

Of the Franco-Japanese treaty regarding Indochina were particu-

larly suited to this strategy. While a few non-Communist names

figured on血e list of Viet Minh leaders, Ho himself was the Sec-

retary General and血us maintained fim control of the organiza-

tion.

Ho’s triumph derived partly from the extremely favorable cir-

CumStanCeS under which he operated’Partly from his personal

qualitie§; Patience, dedication, and ru皿essness. Like Ho, mOSt

nationalist leaders realized血at independence could be won only by

a united front embracing all anti-French elements・ Unlike Ho,

however, the nationalist leaders lacked his ruthlessness, his fanatic

devotion to a cause, his revolutionary experience acquired abroad’

and a well organized apparatus §uch as the ICP. In血e ensuing

Struggle for power and iIlfluence, Ho naturally emerged as the win-

The Viet Mi血divided the country into three sectious or Bo: Bac

Bo (Tonkin), Trung Bo (Annam), and Nam Bo (Cochinchina),

each controlled by a committee. At the top of血e Viet Minh struc-

ture was a Central Commi壮ee’Of which Ho was consistently

elected Secretary General from May, 1941, tO August’1945. Very

rapidIy’in spite of a tight network erected by the French S血et6,

the Central Comm距ee estabIished contact with the secret cells

throughout the country. A §eries of uprisings followed. On Novem-

ber ll, 194l・ members of the Indochinese Guard revolted agaiust

their French commanders and seized the Do Luong (No血

Annam ) garrison. Their leader, Sergeant Cung, however, WaS killed

a few days Iater during his march on the provincial capital of Vinh.

Other revolts broke out in Tourane (Central Amam) and in Sai-

gon’all allegedly fomented by Ho,s organization. Meanwhile, the

Viet Minh concentrated most of their activities in the northem re_

gions of Tonkin cIose to the Chinese border. Protected by thick and
nearly impenetrable woods, and endowed with numerous grottoes,

the province of Cao Bang o任ered the Viet Minh an ideal haven

from which they could practically vanish into China. Its population
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consisted primarily of Tho’mOuntaineers whose rugged independ-

ence and rebellious spirit were widely known. Among these trめal

people’the Viet Minh program’Which advocated f皿citizenship

rights for the e血nic minorities, found a very receptive ear. Since血e

fall of France in June, 194O, these highlanders, arOuSed by Vietna-

mese agitator§, had been challenging the French au血orities with

impunity. Of the amed bands that exercised e柾ective control over

血e area, the most important group was led by a very capable址rty-

two-year-Old Tho, Chu Van Tan’血e man destined to become血e

Defeuse Minister in血e first Ho Chi Minh cabinet. With his as-

si§tanCe, Vo Nguyen Giap’a fomer school teacher, trained血e first

units of his Liberation Amy. For four years’血e man who was to

humi萱iate the French Expeditionary Corps at Dienbienphu infatig-

chly worked among the Tho and other tribe§men Whose confidence

he rapidly won’trained guerma units’and set up an effective intel-

1igence network.

及ela桝o州s t,L)ith fhe A搬es

While Ho took in hand血e direct leadership of his party and of

the Communist-COntrOlled independence movement’his cadre§ in

China engaged in a feverish propaganda among血e Vietnamese

6migr6s in Kwangsi and Yuman’attemPting to rally血em to血e

Viet Minh cause. Increasingly, however,血e Marxist tone of their

propaganda, Which appealed to both Vietnamese and Chinese’WOr-

ried血e Kuomintang authorities who decided to clamp down on

them.

Meanw軸e, in the face of powerful Japanese forces and of stin

redoubtable French troops’the practical Ho became fully aware

that his liberation movement needed cousiderable outside military

aid. Since the Viet Minh had professed to fight bo血the French and

the Japanese, Since they alone could provide血e Chinese with in-

valuable infomation on the Japane§e troOPS’maneuvers in Indo-

china, and since Chungking was anxious to play a vital role in

Vietnam after the war, Ho naturally expected that his request for

military assistance from the Kuomintang would not be acted upon

unfavorably. In view of the delicate nature Of §uCh a negotiation,
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Which required a man with considerable experience, a man Who

knew China and her Ieaders reasonably well, Ho decided to under・

take the responsibility himse岨Besides enlisting the Kuomintang

SuPPOrt’the Viet Minh leader also hoped to convince the Vietna・

mese nationalists still living in China of the need for a broad union.

Thus’On a rainy day in August, 1942, Ho set out on another joumey

to China. As cautious as ever’the seasoned revolutionary did not

Want to take any chance with either the Japanese police or the

French Sdret6. Disguised as a poor bIind highlander of Nung na-

tionality’Ho, grOPing his way with a stick’WaS guided toward血e

border by another Nung. Upon reaching the frontier, Ho was

Picked up by a Chinese comrade. Again he underwent another
metamorphosis. The poor blind Nung was transfomed into a Chi-

nese joumalist equipped with forged credentials. This time, how-

ever, in spite of his clever disguise, Ho did not get very far. While

Ho’s identification papers were judged to be in order, his Chinese

COmrade’s were not. consequently, both were detained by the local

POlice. Shortly afterwards, Ho decided to reveal his tme identrty
and admitted that he was the Viet Minh leader who had come to

China with the express puapose of offering the Kuomintang his

Organization’s intelIigence service in exchange for Chinese military

aid.

Contrary to Ho’s expectation’血e Kuomintang’Which had broken

With the Communists and looked with disfavor upon the Viet Mi血

activities in both China and VIetnam, COldly rejected his proposal.

Worse still’On August 28, 1942, General Chiang Fa-ku,ei, the mili-

tary govemor of Kwangsi, Ordered血e ICP leader to be imprisoned

On the charge that he was a French spy! Very rapidly,血e Viet

Minh cadres in Tonkin leamed of their mentor’s misfortune. No

SOOner had血ey heard of Ho,s arrest and imprisonment than an-

Other paralyzing news reached them: Ho had died in a Kuomintang

jail! For several months, Ho’s presumed death had been accepted

as a reality until one day his comrades received a newspaper mailed

from China which contained’in its margin’a Short but optimistic

POem in血e old revolutionary’s own handwriting. A vigorous cam-

Paign launched by血e ICP for the release of the “old anti-fascist

militant’’resulted in a more lenient treatment for him. Removed

from the revoltingly prinitive Chinese ja櫨, Ho was temporarily kept
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under house arrest then moved to variou§ Prisous in Liuchow and

Kwe址n. ``It was at Kwe並n血at my teeth began to fan out,” said

Ho jokin♂y later to an American reporter. ``I Iooked at myself

once and tried never to Iook again. I was skin on bones, and cov-

ered wi血rotten sores. I guess I wa§ Pretty Sick.”11 During血is

year-1ong confinement’the revolutionary tumed poet-Philoso-

pher, in elegant classical Chine§e’Put his ideas into short poem§ Or’

as he said,傭using my tears for ink, I tum my thought§ into verses."

Looking at the leg irous which securely locked血e prisoners to

the floor at night, bo心血e poet and血e p軸osopher in Ho spoke

Out Wi血feeling:

Wi心hungry mou血open like a wicked monster,

Each night the irons devour the Iegs of peop]e:

The jaws grip the right leg of every prisoner:

Only the left i§ free to bend and stretch.

And, a11uding to hiuself who, a§ a PrOfessional a敦ator con-

§tantly pursued by the police’had not felt safe at any place except

injail:

Yet there is one thing §tranger in this worId:

PeopIe rush in to p]ace血eir legs in irons.

Once血ey are shackled, they can sleep in peace.

Otherwise, they would have no p]ace to ]ay their head§.12

As he meditated on his own fate,血e old revolutionary convinced

of the correctness of his cause and confident of his abilities, COuld

not help fee虹g optimistic about血e future. Just as Marx main-

tained that the expIoited masses in a capitalist socirty were not

wi血out hope for血ey were destined to replace血e owning class in

a new historical synthesis, Ho strongly believed血at misfortune

tested men and血at血e prisoners of today would be血e rulers of

tomorrow :

People who come out of prison can build up血e country.

Misfortune is a test of people’s fidelity.

Those who protest at injustice are peopIe of true merit.

When血e prison doors are opened, the real dragon wi11 fly out.13

Never a dreamer, he never血eless indulged occasionally in senti・

mental nostalgia:
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My heart trave賞§ a thousand li toward my native land.

My dream intertwines with sadness like a skein of a thousand threads...

Using my tears for ink, I tum my thoughts into verses.14

The cIouds embra∞ the peaks,血e peaks embra∞ the douds,

The river beIow shines like a mirror, SPOtless and cIean.

On the crest of血e Western Mountains, my heart s血s a§ I wonder

Looking toward血e Southem §ky and dreaming of old friends.15

He was prima叫a revolutionary teacher. While indic。ng

WayS Of the world:

Having dimbed over steep mountain§ and high peaks,

How cou】d I expect on the pIains to meet greater danger?

In the mountains, I met the tiger and came out unscathed.

On the plains’I encountered men’and wa§ throⅥm into prison.16

血e pragmatic militant neve血eles§ eXPreSSed sobe血g血oughts:

Co]dness to one, and wam血toward the other:

That is the way of the worId, aS from time immemoriaI

The waters flow down to血e sea,17

In his poem§ aS in his other writings, Ho revealed hinself to be a

PraCtical revolutionary’nOt a POet, a皿ough he sometimes versified

with feeling. During his con血ement, it was apparenfty safer for

him to put down his thoughts血short’ino鮪nsive poems血an to

Write long poIitical tracts.

In spite of his Iong stay in Chinese jails, Ho did not seem to have

any bitter memories of血e urlhappy experience. With casual hunor

he compared the treatment given hin as a prisoner with the honor

accorded him as head of state. ``How fumy‾life is’,, said he. ・・When　')

I was in prison in China, I was let out for舶。。n minut。S in血。点

諾薫諾護憲謹勘
‡豊詳慧葦霊謹書‡葦J)lace there are two ’’

W軸e Ho was languishing in jail, China took measures to pro-

mote her own interest. Mindful of her traditional s雌erainty over
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the neighbo血g states in general and over Vietnam in particular’

China fimly believed that she had a very inportant role to play in

Indochina. With Japan’s defeat in sight and convinced of Åmerican

support, Chungking had entertained no doubt about its abilrty to

eliminate the French and set up an independent Vietnamese state,

Ⅵ′hich would drift into China,s sphere of influence. Certain devel-

opments, however, Suddenly cIouded the picture. On the one hand・

血e Communist-COntrOlled Viet Minh became bolder and bolder

and their propaganda more and more aggressive and success餌・ On

the other, the Japanese authorities began to esta心lish contact wi血

vietnamese nationalists and arouse the latter’s traditional di§truSt Of

China. With a view to keeping a trunp card in Indochinese affair§

and setting up a counterweight to bo心血e Communist-COntrOlled

and the pro-Japanese independence movement§, General Chiang Fa-

ku,ei, at血e instigation of Nguyen Hai Than, an Old VNQDD

leader and prot6g6 of the Kuomintang’PrOCeeded to organize the

Vietnamese nationalists in China. There were in Yuman and

Kwangsi, besides the Viet Minh elements, a COusider謝e number of

adherents of the pro-Kuomintang VNQDD, the pro-Japanese Phuc

Quoc Hoi ( National Restoration Party), and o血er nationalist associ-

ations. Chiang set up血e Dai Kien Special Training Camp near

Liuchow to train Vietnamese in military and pohtical tac。es and

intelligence techniques.

In an attempt to unite the quarre萱some non-Communist Ieaders,

the Kwangsi govemor called a meeting to which all Vietnamese

organizatious in southem China were invited. The Liuchow Con-

ference, held October 4 tO 16, 1942, reSulted in the formation of

the Vief Na肌Cach Me脇Do"g賄訪HoらOr Vietnam Revolution-

ary League. Although the ICP was barred from血e new organiza-

tion, the Viet Mi血, Which da血ed to be an all-embracing front by

itseu was pemitted to join the ten-member league (membership

was extended to groups, nOt tO individuals). At the head of the

Do”g胸筋Hoらthe Kuomintang understandably placed Nguyen

Hai Than,血e old pro-Chinese nationalist leader. With a monthly

allowance of lOO,OOO Chinese dollars, the Revolutionary League

was expected to organize an espionage apparatus in Indochina and

stir up disorder in Tonkin. If Chungking attempted to bring the

Vietnamese Communists under its surveillance and at血e same time

make use of the Viet Minh intelRgence network, it was bound to
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fail.珊e Viet Minh’under Hofrorder’remained aIoof. Whife refus_

ing to cooperate with the Chinese’it nevertheIess circuIated inside

the country the cIaim that血e creation of the Dong Mi"h助f had

been one of its achievements’and pretended to be血e onganiza・

tionもspokesman.

Meanwhile, in spite of aIl taIks of cooperation, the nationahit
′●、●′、....、_　__〇二〇1_ ・　　○○　　i"

Ⅴ緑0職Acoomp拗e扮

groups within血e League remained spIit by personal rivaIries an
ご_-音, __jふ臆臆　　_′　,1　　●　　○　　　○　　　_in view of their lack of contact and support inside Vietnam, falI
議こ《〈_《し1臆臆　　●　　　.1　.

miserably in their attempt to set up an espionage machine
○ ○　　　‾　‾‾‾‾‾‾‾　’ ‾、ノ、‾▲.‾一事重タ　ふ`軍書」

1病7j書トで.{　《　上《_臆喜　一臆_　.1　.○　○
Within a few months, it became obvious血at Nguyen Hat

"章▼′ヽ_　ご"《,_《一〇《1-1　　臆〃　●　　　　●　. ⊂)‾‾ノ　‾‾‾　‾‾““.‾　一〇〇

葦認諾等器葦琵葦霊露語蕊
needed most’i.e., rePOrts on the Japanese troop movements in I

ノミ〈(しご__　で-　　.　　　-〇　　・へ○　○

Th

dochina. Sensing the Chinese dilemma’Ho, Who was stilI in priso

富山[1nl′∴h l、(農__タ、ご_　○○臆で.1臆　′、1 .　　　、_　. ,　　臆臆StruCk a bargain with Chiang Fa-ku・ei・ He o任ered to place

intelligence organization at the genera量,s disposal in retum for

reIease. It is interesting to note that Chiang and Ho were no str
-〈__,-　⊥_　　臆　臆　　○　　　　○1　　　　　　　ヽ

gers to each o血er; the‾two men

Ly Thuy, WaS the secretary and intepreter of the Borodine missio
“I　　　(　●　●

had met back in 1925, When Ho,

ふ　　　　　　　　　　‾ -‾　‾i‾○○‾　‾‾‾、.“〇 、′ヽ○○一一一ヽノ　〇〇〇▲○"ブ▲ヽ

and Chiang a military leader in Canton. The warlord of Kwang

however’SuSPeCted of entertaining some sympathy for the pro-Ja]

aneSe gOVemment in Nankin and faced wi血imperative deman(

重〈_　二一で《-臆_臆　臆..臆　　′　　　　　_、、　　　　_

for infomation from Chungk塙decided to accept Ho,s o蹄L On

PrOblem, however’arOSe. The reputation of Nguyen Ai Quoc, th
〇㌦書(置。,」 (_《_⊥　_′ . .　　..　。　_Shrewd agent of intemational Communism, WOuld certainly makl

him a pe棚na "On g肋a to Chungkir喝Which kept a copious do§

Sier on him. To oveγmmp油i。月高鷲∩○○1十〇,山〈 1,:《▲__〇〇〇臆」 〈Sler On him. To overcome this d紐oulty, the VIetnamese communist

OnCe again changed his name. It is not clear whether this was done

On his own initiative or at Chiang Fb-kuiei’s suggestion. In any case,

Nguyen Ai Quoc became Ho Chi Minh’Or Ho Who EnIightens.

Thus’under this resounding name’血e calculating man from Nghe

An entered history

Thereupon, the miIitary govemor of Kwangsi infomed Chiang

Kairshek that he had found a Vietnamese revoIutionary with a great

CapaCity, Ho Chi Minh, Who had o蹄red to organize an intelIigence

network and stir up unrest in Indochina on behalf of the A]Iies. Ho

Chi MinhP No one knew hin in Chungking・ The Chinese govem・

ment, COnsequently’Welcomed the o往er.18 On Saptember |6’1943,
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Ho obtained his freedom. Upon his release’he was appo血ted chief

of the Dong Minh Hoi’and thus becane the r∞ipient of the

lOO,OOO Chinese dollar mon皿y allowance which had gone to

Nguyen Hai Than. The Viet Mi血derived血measurable and unex・

ま霊霊霊等董詳器叢話薄認豊
fomed into the influential Ho Chi Minh, leader of血e Revolution・

ary League・ With the monthly subsidy paid him by血e Chinese au-

thorities and the facilities of the Dai Kien Special Trairing Camp,

Ho freely engaged in propaganda and recruiting activities among

血e nationalist groups. In retun for this Kuomintang support’the

Viet Minh, with its we11-Oiled clandes血e organization, SOOn PrO-

vided Chungking with al)unda加infomation on the Japanese

troops in Indochina. Although the Viet Mi血report§ Were Often

inaccurate, their sheer number made a good血pres§ion on the Chi-

nese.20

Meanwhile, Chinese financial and technical assistance also en-

abled血e Viet Minh to intensify its antifascist propaganda in Indo-

china and led it to put forth the daim血at it was血e am of血e

Allied powers inside血e country.

In the spring of 1943, under Ho,s directive,血e Viet Minh propa-

ganda expIoited血e popular resentment against the rice requisition

undertaken by the French administration on behalf of血e Japanese

troops. At the same tine, Self-defeuse and guerina units began to

roam at will in the border provinces. From血eir base in Cao Bang’

they spread into Bac Kan and Thai Nguyen’WOn血e support of血e

population under their control, and thus openly challenged the

French administration. Although poorly amed・ these guerillas were

ably led by Vietnamese who had received their military training at

血e Dai Kien School and by Man and Tho chiefs of whom血e most

capable was Chu Van Tan,血e first Minister of Defense of the

DRV. The success of these §O-Called self-defense groups was an

eloquent testimony to the organizational skill and military acumen

of Vo Nguyen Giap’the man whom Ho had chosen two years

earlier to organize血e Viet Mi血propaganda and guerilla units in

these provinces.

The Viet Minh activities on behalf of China soon alamed bo血

the Decoux regime and血e French Military Mission’Which repre-
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Sented the French govemment-in-eXile then known as the AIgien

Committee, in Chungking. This Kuomintang-Ⅵet Minh co11usion

augured no good for the con。nued presence of France in Indo.

China’a PresenCe Which both the Gau賞重工sts and the Decoux men

_　___臆　　　1　　　　　　1 .　○　　　○

agreed ought to be preserved at all cost. To血ese Frenchmen

War against Japan was but a troublesome stap toward
〃.二〇臆_　　_　′　「0「tion of Fhance,s rule over her Southeast Asian coIonies. With such
′●

frame of mind’they could not conceive or even toIerate

the restora

the though
Of coIlaborating whh the VIet Minh or any other nationalist eIe

‾　‾‾‾　‾‾-‾‾‾-‾　一〇〉　し‾“〉場るふ●

ments to whom they contemptuously referred as ・Annam。S。

e量s.”21 Consequently, the Viet Minh propaganda, eXhorting

.う△議へ(録へ↓二人　《1〈__〇〇〇〇臆　臆〃 .1　、○○　　　.
democratic elemenfs of the French popu工ation in Indochina,血

ふ　‾⊥‾‾⊂)}‾‾‾‾タ　)“-‾")"場"‾∈I ∴uu

(_〇二上___3_1」　○○　　　　(　　　○○.臆antifascist$ the Gaullists who disapproved of the puppet
′r′ヽ置▼′ヽ".●○○■、へ,、,輸⊥　⊥_　　　　　11　　　○　　○　●　　　○　　　○

gOVerrment to raIly behind the an叫apanese front,則。n d
〃.　　0. ⊥　　　　　‾‾　‾　‾

臆　臆　　_　　　　〃iヽ●　　　　●○　　　　○　　　　　　_葛　　_

ears. Similarly, Ho七repeated

Comm距ee, With which
the Viet Minh tried to associate itse埠wen

appeals to the AIgiers Liberatio

unheeded・珊us, the restoration of France読ontroI over Indochin

‾　　　‾‾‾‾ ‾　‾‾‾‾○○‾‾‾　‾‾‾、’‾‾)　▼▼ヽJ葛J

remained the common objective of the

giers Committee. Generar De GaulIe, in fact, made it abundantl
l　　　　　　　　　-　　　　ヽ　_　　　　_,

Decoux regine and the AI

Clear in his December 5, 1943, Statement that

remain French. WhiIe promising politicaI and economic refoms
○ ○　　　　　1　　　　　　ヽI　　　　..　　　-　　　　　　　　-

Indochina would

the head of the AIgiers Committee a餓med that the Indochines

States would be simp量y given an autonomous status within th

French Union. This decIaration was bitterly attack。d

namese Stalinists’Who spoke’aS adherents of the ICP, nOt aS mem-

bers of the Indapendence League:

So the Fhench who strugg-e against German domination are now hoping

tO maintain their oun domination over other peopIes! We, Indochinese

Communists, PrOteSt mOSt vigorous]y against the inconsistency of the

A]giers Committee. By working for the fomation of a broad antirfescist

front in Indochina’We Want tO deliver ourseIves as welI as anti-fascist

foreigners from the oppression of the Nipponese mi]itarist fascist& But to

think血at we are thereby sacriflcing our national independence in favor

Of domination by Gau量重ists or any one else is pure sophistry.

The A重giers Liberation Committee is mistaken in believing that血e

Indochinese peopIe wi]l be satisfied with flatteries, aSSuranCeS’and prom-

ises.鴫ourselves’PrePare for the future of our country. ve want

COmPIete hberty.
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The Gaulhsts in Indochina ‥ ・ hope to get out of血is situation with

the intervention of the AⅢed forces. But血e Allied powers who called

themse]ves hberators at Teheran do not have血e right to impose any

kind of yoke on other people, eVen When血is ycke is ``hunarized,, and

sweetened by血e partisans of De Gau量le搾

Once again, the two-faced Ho put his calculating mind to work.

While the ICP accused the Gaullists of bad faith, the Viet Minh

cautiously refrained from making any unfavorable comments in re-

gard to Free France・ but continued, instead, tO emPhasize publicly

the need for unity among血e an亜ascist elements in Indochina:

Repubhcan France has arisen and calls on its children to strenuous

combat for liberty and peace. The revolutionary peoples of Indochina

are preparing for the overthrow of fascist domination. The Chinese

Amy i§ ready to cross the frontier of Tonkin in order to chase from

Indochina血e Nipponese invaders and their lackeys of every description.

May all the forces of hoerty and progress in Indochina unite toge血er to

parry in t血e an imminent pohtical crisis摩

Under this dual po重icy, Ho sought to diminate his enemies by

playing o揮one against the other’i.e., by compromising wi血the

Gaullists, Who would undoubtedly struggle against the French

fascists, and with the Chinese, Who would fight both血e Japanese

and the French as soon a§ they entered Indochina.24

Meanwhile, the coIonial administration took vigorous measures tO

meet the Viet Minh challenge. French troops began to patrol deep

into the frontier provinces of Tonkin’gradually forced the Viet Mi血

guerillas to withdraw, and eventually restored French authority
over the area. At the same tine, Decoux infomed both血e Gaullist

Mission in Kurming and the Kuomintang authorities that Ho Chi

Mi血was none other than Nguyen Ai Quoc, the astute Comintem

agent, and that血e Viet Minh was using the Chinese to it§ OWn

advantages. This infomation did not seem to upset the Chinese

leaders, many Of whom, besides General Chiang Fa-ku’ei, had

undoubtedly been familiar with Ho,s background but still enter-

tained the illusion that they could control him.

As previously discussed,血e Dong Minh Hoi had never operated

as a hamonious, PrO-Chinese revolutionary league’and the Viet

Mi血adherence to the organization had simply provided Ho wi血
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an excelIent oppo巾nity both to keep hinself infomed of th。

誓se ambitions and to carry out his activities in its name.

Shrewd maneuver soon had an unse皿ng effect on the Kuomintangi

leaders’Who had become painfully aware of the incompetence of,う

.1　　　●　　　ヽ7●　.

血eir Vietnamese prot6g6s, nOtably Nguyen Hai Than and his

VNQDD. The inminence of Japan,s defeat prompted Chungking

take measures to promote its interest in Indochina. With a view

transfoming the Dong Minh Hoi into an instrument that could

used to instaIl a pro-Chinese govemment in Hanoi, General

Fa-ku’ei’under Chiang Kai-Shek’§ Order, COnVOked another

alist Congres§ at Liuchow from March 25 tO 28, 1944. After

tuous debates’during which the Viet Minh independent activiti

○　　　　○　l

had been severeIy cふdemned’all the delegates again stressed

need for unity, and rea魅med their adherence to the RevoI葛1t王のl

League and their detemination to work together for the liberation

Of Vietnam. As a resuIt of血e Congress’deliberation, the control of

the Dong Minh Hoi was again placed in the hands of the ineffective

VNQDD. A Provisional Republican Govemment wa§ fomed,

headed by Truong Boi Cong, a relatively unknown member of血e

Vietnam Nationalist Party Ho obtained a ministerial post in血e

gOVemment-in-exile, Which promptly announced its intention to hb.

erate Vietnam from French and Japanese fascism wi血C址n。S。 aS.

The second Liuchow Congress’however, did not change the na-

ture of the Dong Minh Hoi・ Nor did it bring Ho under Chiang Fa-

ku’ei’s control. A semblance of unfty was restored which, ironicany,

WOrked for the benefit of the Viet Minh. The fomation of the

Provisional RepubIican Govemment, Iike the establishment of the

Dong Minh Hoi, WaS just another Chinese肌sion. Immediate量y

following the cIose of the Congress, the nationaIist delegates hur-

ried back to Yunnan, Waiting for the day when they would retum

under Chinese protection to VIetnam. Meanw軸e, they wasted血eir

time and energy in intemecine disputes.

Ho Chi Minh’On his paIt, Steadily and successfulIy worked his

Way into血e controlling position in the Provisional Republican Gov-

emment. CIaiming to act in the name of the Revo量utionary League

and of the goverrment血-eXile’the Viet Minh intensified its propa-

ganda’firing the imagination of the masses who wanted nothing
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more than national freedom・ Ås a result of Ho’s growing boldness

and independence, reladons between the Viet Minh and the

Kuomintang soon became strained, and Chinese ald ceased to flow

to Ho’s organization. To compensate for the loss of Chinese support,

the Vietnanese Communist leader promptly looked to the Ameri-

cans, eStablishing contact with血e U.S. O鐙ce of Strategic Services

(OSS). In the winter of |944「5, Ho, On SeVeral occasions, aP-

PrOaChed CoIonel Paul E・ Heliiwell’then head of血e OSS intelli-

gence in China, Seeking am§ and ammunition in retum for coop-

eration in the war, i.e., inte11igence, Sabotage against the Japanese,

狐d rescue of Allied pilots shot down in Indochina. Accordng to

He11iwelI, Ho was given §ix.38 caliber revoIvers and twenty thou-

sand rounds of ammunition as a token of appreciation for血e Viet

Minh rescue of three American pilots.25 Not satisfied with血is in-

Significant aid, the per§istent Vietnamese Communist subsequently

made contact with Richard Heppner,血e OSS inte11igence o蝕cer

Who had rep量aced Helliwe1=ate in血e war. Ho’s efforts were re-

warded with additional assistance from the OSS and other Allied

agencies in China. As an American intelligence chief in the Far East

revealed, Ho even ``offered to be our man, and we never grabbed

his hand because we couldr’t bankro11 him.’’26 Thus, in the pursuit

Of his objectives, this callous Communist who would not stop at any一

心ing, had successively collaborated or o任ered to collaborate with

the French Sdret6, the Bri債sh police,血e Chinese Kuomintang,血en

the American intelligence service.

In November, |944, after Ho had slipped back into Tonkin,血e

British helpfully dropped supplies to Free French and Viet Minh

guerillas in the border provinces. While the amount of aid Ho re-
ceived from the Allied forces in China was of limited value from the

military point of view, it paid o任handsomely in a propagandistic

SenSe. It gave credence to the Viet Minh daim that the Provisional

Republican Govemment, Of which Ho was the self-aPPOinted

SPOkesman, enjoyed the support of the Allied powers. It was indeed

a very significant gain for血e Communist-led movement, eSPeCially

When many Vietnamese began to feel血at the course of the war had

tumed agaiust the Axis states, and that an Allied-backed govem-

ment would certainly be血e one which would assune power in an

independent Vietnam.
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Ho, fhe LibemtOγ

A keen student of politics’Ho cIose喜y foIIowed血e deveIopments

in Europe and in Asia. On August 6, 1944, he made a prophetic

analysis of血e situation in his homeland:

Gemany is almost beaten, and her defeat will lead to that of Japan
",置、.、 __」11 __⊥ 1　　臆○　○　.　　　._1　　　　　_

Who will not be ab】e to withstand a genera] o鮎nsive. Then the Ameri.

CanS and the Chinese will enter Indochina while the Gaullists rise against

the Japs The ]atter will perhaps topple the Fhench fascists prior to址s

and set up a military govemment.

AII puppet govemments’incapab】e and weak, wil] faEL Indochina w工]I

PIunge into anarchy. We shall not need to seize power, for there will be
no power. We shal] §et uP a gOVemment whieh will extend its rule

Wherever our enemies’the French and the Japanese, are absent, Or

incapable of maintaining their prestige due to血eir military weakness. …

Cfur next uprising wiII thus be carried out under very favorabIe condi.

tions, unjque in血e history of our country. In view of血e propitious

OCCaSion and favorabIe factors, it would be unforgivable not to take

advantage of them. It wou]d be a crime against the history of our

珊us’during the summer of 1944, the Viet Minh began to make

Pr叩rations for such an undertaking. Against Vo Nguyen Giapis

SuggeStion of a general amed iusurrection in Tonkin at that time,

however’Ho counseled prudence. Reahizing both the Viet Minh

limitations and the enemy’s military capabilities, the cautfous revo一

]utionary bided his tine. Instead of direct confrontation, he opted

for a guerilla war of harassment. In October, Ho again crossed血e

frontier and went to pac Bo. Escorted by Chu Van Tan語uerillas,

the old Ieader immediately left the grottoes for Thai Nguyen where

he establ工shed his headquarters to direct the struggIe. Al§O retum-

ing with Ho were about two hundred volunteers who had received

their military training in Kwangsi, and who traveIled in smalI

grOuPS tO aVO工d detection by the Japanese and Fkench intelligence・

Shorty’after Ho畠etum’the amed struggle began. on November

8’the Viet Mi血Iaunched an attack against a garrison in the pro・

Vincial capital of Thai Nguyen. Vith the active assistance of the

VIetnamese elements of心e Indochinese Guard・ Who were supposed
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to defend血e military post, the attackers easily overran it. VeIγ

rapidly, Viet Minh bands infiltrated血to the northem mountain

provinces, attaCking isolated ou中OStS With the express purpese of

capturing ams and ammunition and impressing the population. At

the same血ne, their propaganda exhorted血e people to rally be-

hind the Independence Movement to expel血e Japanese and

French fascists. Persuasion and threats were freely used to win pop-

ular support. Frequent assassinations of village notables and “reac-

tionaries,, also brought home to the people the Viet Mi血mes-

Sage・

In December, 1944, Ho issued o魅cial instructions regarding血e

estal)lishment of the Vietnam Propaganda Unit for Na。onal Libera-

tion. This unit, COmPOSed of seasoned cadres from the smal] gue-

rilla bands that had operated in the border provinces of Tonkin’WaS

under血e command of Vo Nguyen Giap. In his instructions explain-

ing the pupose of ``the embryo of the Libera。on Amy’" Ho said:

1. The Vietnam Propaganda Unit for National Liberat王on shows by

its name瓜at greater importance should be attached to血e pohacal side

than to the military §ide・ It is a propaganda unit. To act successfully’in

the military field, the main principle is concentration of forces. There-

fore, in accordance with the new instruction of the Organization, the

most reso]ute and energetic o鏡cers and men will be picked out of血e

ranks of血e guerilla皿its in the provinces of Cao Bang, Bac Can, and

Lang Son and a great amount of weapons will be concentrated to estab-

1ish our main force.

Because ours is a national resistance by the whole people, We muSt

mobilize and arm the whole people. Therefore, When concentrating our

forces to set up the first unit, We muSt maintain the lo。al amed forces・

coordinate their operations and assist each other in all aspects. On its

part, the main uut has the duty to guide the cadres of the lacal amed
units, aSSist them in drilling, and supply them with weapons if possibIe’

thus helping these units to grow unceasingly.

2. With regard to Iocal armed units’We Will gather their cadres for

training, Send trained cadres to various IocaIities to exchange experien∞・

maintain Haison, and coordinate military operations.

3. Conceming tactics, We Will apply guerilla warfare, Which consists
in being secret, raPid, aCtive, nOW in the Ea.st・ nOW in the West, arriving

unexpectedly and leaving unnoticed.

The Vietnam Propaganda Unit for Natfonal Liberation is the first-

bom unit. It is hQPed that o血er units wi11 soon come into being・
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At frst its∴Size i§ §ma]l; however, its prospect is bril脆ant. It is the

embryo of the Liberation Amy and can move from No血to south,

血roughout vietnam. 28

Meanw軸e’COnfronted with an open viet Minh challenge and

fearful of a general insurrection, Which would irreparably endanger

French rule’the Decoux regine decided to act. Savage reprisals

Were inflicted upon individunls and villages血at had cooperated

With the rebels・ Military operatious were conducted against血e

guerillas who seemed detemined to fight and engage French pa-
troIs. By血e winter of 1944「5, the Viet Mi血movement spread

throughout Northem Tonkin, nOtably the provinces of Bac Kan,

Tuyen Quang, Bac Giang, Lang Son, Cao Bang, and Ha Giang,

Which, tOgether with Thai Nguyen, COnStituted what was called “血e

liberated zone,D a region from which French controI was elimi-

nated. While claiming to fight both血e French coIonialists and the

Japanese fascists, the VIet Minh vehemently condemned the rice
requisitions made by the Decoux administration on behalf of the

Nipponese authorities in spite of widespread famine. In view of血e

half-hearted Japanese e鮎ort to track down血e Viet Minh,血e lat-

ter’s popuIarity went crescendo, nOtably anong the peasantry pro-

foundly disturbed, the French, late in血e winter, decided to皿der-

take mop葛uP OPerations to reconquer the ・1iberated zone" and

liquidate the rebellion. The French plan, however, WaS neVer Car〇

五ed out. On March 9, 1945, the Japanese struck. For an practical

PuxpOSeS, France’s ruIe over Indochina came to an end.

On March l工・ Emperor Bao Dai prodained that the 1884 F+anco-

Amamese Treaty making Vietnam a French protectorate had been

abrogated’and that Vietnam had become an independent §tate. At

血e same time’the monarch declared his country,s detemination to

COIlaborate wi血Japan to promote a coずosperity area in East Asia.

After a series of consultations with various political figures, Bao Dai

announced the fomation of a goverment under Professor Tran

Trong Kim’a nationaIist of renoun who’like many of his country-

men, believed that Vietnam七independence could be achieved

through collaboration with血e occupation authoritie§. The new

govemment’however, SOOn ran into difficulty. While exerting their

PreSSure On Tran Trong Kin, the Japanese neve血eless left the Viet
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Mi血undisturbed to血tensify血eir activities, conSOlidate their

bases, and undemine血e central govemment. In spite of its

achievements in the face of Japanese opposition and血e Viet Minh

disruptive propaganda,血e Kin goverrment su鱈ered considerably

from its apparent identification wi血Jap狐, aS血e Viet Mi血had

wamed:

In overthrowing the French yoke, the Japs pIan to ooctpy our country

and tum it into a Japanese colony where they will reserve for themselves

the monopoIy of p]undering our people, abusing our women, Slaying our

patriots. They are here not to liberate our people. They are here to seize

our rice stocks, Our COttOn, Our Oil; they will arrest all our young men

and tum血em into Japanese cannon-fodder.29

Thus, from the outset,血e Kin govemment wi血a pro・Japanese

label was doomed to fa組. The political situation was further ag-

gravated by the economic conditious. In addition to血e intensifying

American aerial attacks, Which had destroyed railways, bridges’and

mean§ Of transportation and, COnSequently, isolated food-deficient

Tonkin from the rest of the country’and a flood which had wiped

out its crop, the continued Japanese rice requisition plunged血e

North into the most dreadful despair. Near萱y one million people

starved to death. In the face of such a crisi§,心e Tran Trong Kim

cabinet was not (nor would any other goverrment be) able to find

an answer. The Viet Minh eagerly expIoited these exasperating

conditions, enCOuraging the people to stop all deliveries to the

Japanese, Participate in large scale demonstrations and strikes, de-

stroy Japanese ammunition depots, and plunder Japanese food

In the meautime, Ho, SenSing the impending Japanese defeat and

the consequential arrival of Allied troops’WaS detemined to make

full political and mi]itary preparations for an eventual take-OVer.

The Viet Minh propaganda went into餌I swing. With a view to

welcoming the Allies and co血onting血e French with a粋ac-

co明弘Ho proceeded to fom a govemment which, he hoped,

would be well entrenched by血e tine血e Allied representatives

landed in Indochina. An independent Vietnam under Ho’s controI

would be thus assured.

In retrospect, the Japanese coup brought forth four immediate

consequences, Which benefited血e Viet Mi血consideralbly :



Ⅴ溺On Aoco肋

l. It effectively eIiminated the French Sdret6 and,血us,
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fac址tated血e Viet Minh clandestine activities.

2. It established a govemment which was stained wi血a捌

with Japan and doomed to fail because of Japanese obstructi(

3・ It left the Communist-COntrOlled ・・Provisional Rapublican

emment’’as the only anti-French, an叫apanese organization.

4. It drove the French out of Tonkin and left it under Ho,s cc

From血e liberated zone:’Ho, On JuIy l, Iaunched an a

asking Vietnamese to §uPPOrt his regime instead of the

goverrment” of Tran Trong Kin because

Revolutionary administrative centers have been set up in

Iocalities. The peopIe’s Revolutionary Committees, directIy elected

di任erent organizations of the papulation, are uSing revolutionary m

Ods to bring back freedom and happiness to血e whole people.

The properties of the population in血e Liberated Zones are be

effective]y protected・ Properties belonging to the invaders have h

Seized・ They have become public property or have been distributed to

POOr. Democratic right§ and鵬erties are being translated into act

deeds・ All citizens are equal in statns. AIl men and women have eq

right§ before血e Iaw. The sick and the poor are given assistance, rObbl

and banditry are compIeteIy stamped out. AIl taxes and imposition§ h(

been abolished, and Iand taxes reduced・ The working hours are sh(

ened. Boys and girls are either pursuing their studies or fighting on l

battlefieIds. Rich and poor’yOung and oId, are WOrking day and night

SuPPIy our armies. Over one m皿on of our compatriots already en

revoIutionary liberties and happiness. A ・・New Vietnam・・ has

being.80

While condemning the Gaullist attempt to restore the old

Indochina’Ho, at the same time, maintained contact with

French Mission in Kunming. In a July, 1945, memOrandum tl

mitted through血e good offices of the OSS to the Free則

representatives in China, the Communist doub量e_dealer even

POSed temporary reestabIishment of French rule until Vietn
independence was assured, i.e., for a period of five to ten years.
1

document read :　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　ノ

We, the viet Minh League, aSk that the fo】Iowing points

nounced by the French and observed in their future policy in Indochina:

1. A parhament sha】l be e]ected by universal su鯖rage. It shall
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for血e c○untry. Å French govemor sha]l exercise血e function§ Of presi-

dent until our independence is assured. This president shall choose a

cabinet or group of advisers approved by血e parliament. The precise

powers of these organs wi11 be delineated in the future.
ク. Independence shall be given to this country in a minimun of five

years and a maximun of ten.

3. The natural resources of血is country sha]l be retuned to its inhab-

itants after making just compensation to血ier present holders. France

shall be given economic concessions.

4. A11 ]iberties proclaimed by the United Nations shall be guaranteed

to Indochinese.

5. The sale of opium shall be prohibited.

We hope血at these conditions will be judged acceptal〕Ie by the French

govemment. 81

Whether the memorandum in question was a trick or a sincere

effort on Ho’s part to reach an agreement with France was not血e

POint. The Gaullist Mis§ion in Kunming’after studying the Vietnam-

ese proposa量, gave Only a noncommittal answer, On血e ground

that all decisions conceming the future of Indochina had to come

from Paris' Thus, the fust opportunity to reach a Franco-Viet Mi血

understanding was Iost, an understanding which would have

Changed the course of events in Vietnam. There is reason to believe

that the Viet Minh leader was anxious to reach an agreement wi血

France. His duplicity is easy to comprehend. On血e one hand, Ho

tried to appear to his people as the only genuine anti-Japanese, anti-

French leader by condemning both the Nipponese and the Gaul-

1ists; On the other, he wanted to reach an understanding wi血

France who would recognize him as the legitimate head of an au-

tonomous Vietnamese state. Once secure in his position, he would

eliminate all nationalist competition and strike a more profitable

bargain with France.

An attempt to bring together Ho Chi Minh and Jean Sainteny,

the head of the French Mission in Kunming, WaS made by the end

Of the same month (July). The initiative came from Laurie Gordon,

a fomer representative of血e American oil company Texaco in

Indochina. He had set up an intelligence netwo正operating in In-

霊豊聖霊監蒜詰ま豊霊轟塁葦
Thanks to his various connections in Vietnam, Gordon also main-

00
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tained contact with the Viet Minh organization・ Through his good

O紐ces’it seems’arrangementS Were made for the parachuting of a

team of American and French military instructors near the Viet

Mi血jungle headquarters in JuIy.

In any case’the Ho-Sainteny meeting never took place, due

Partly to the precipitating events’Partly to血e diluvian rains which

fell on the region and made air travel extremely hazardous. Accord-

ing to the Allied o餓cers assigned to Ho’s headquarters during that

Period, the Viet Minh leaders, Very anXious to meet the French
representatives, made elaborate preparatious, Ordering tricoIor flags

and sIogans to be made to welcome the Sainteny delegation.32

Meanwhile, Ho astutely played his cards’COnStantIy seeking Al・

lied support for his organization. The Japanese coup of March 9,

1945, had suddenly deprived the Ållies in China of a source of

infomation regarding the Japanese troops’movement in Indochina.

The OSS, anXious to make use of血e Viet Minh intelligence net-

WOrk, SOOn Set uP a liaison mission at Ho,s headquarters. United

States military supplies were parachuted into the ``liberated zone."

With American aid and advice, Viet Minh guerillas launched a few

attacks against Japanese military convoys and isolated outposts, but

Carefully avoided engaging the still redoubtable Japanese in direct

COnfrontation. Ho also had o血er reasous for not challenging the

Nipponese troops’Whose days in Indochina were already num-

bered. He wanted to keep his strength intact and ready for the final

Struggle against the French and・ eSPeCialIy, Other competing na-

tionalist groups. In the meantime, Ho concentrated on propaganda.

The Viet Minh ``expIoits” against the Japanese were grossly exag-

gerated and widely pub]icized. Everywhere, the Viet Minh repeat-
edly put forth the claim that they were allies of血e Soviet Union,

the UnIted States, and China, annOunCed that Japan’s defeat was

imminent, and threatened collaborators, i.e., those who had worked

Or Were SuSPeCted of having worked for the French and the Japa-

nese’With severe punishment.

In May, Ho arrived in Tan Trao, a Smal], remOte jungle vilIage in

the province of Tuyen Quang, Where he was to set up a liaison

Center tO faci萱itate contact between the Viet Mi血organizatious in

血e delta, the highland, and abroad・ Upon his a正val, the Commu"

nist leader, Whose health had been eroded by血e thirteen-mOn血

COnfinement in China, OVerWOrk, and the humid jungle climate, fell

later, tO eVeryOneis relief, Ho recovered・ Was it the plant roots and

血e rice soup or his sheer stubbormess血at kept Ho aliveP Pe血aps’

a combination of bo血.

Soon after his recovery, Ho §uggeSted that, in view of血e rapidly

changing com魔性OnS, the Viet Mi血General Committee should con-

vene a National Congress in叩y. Because of ``di餓culties of com-

munication,’’33 however, the Congress was not held皿til血e very

moment of Japan’s surrender.

Meanwhile, the tide tumed in Ho’s favor. On Augu§t 6, 1945, an

atom bomb fell on Hiroshima. The Pacifro war was reaching its con-

dusion. On August lO, Japan capitulated・ In血e evening of August

13, the National Congress of血e ICP, COnVinced that the opportune

moment had come, decided to launch a general insurTeCtion and to

found a ``democratic repul)lican,, regime in Vietnam. The decision

wa§ PrOmPtly approved by血e Viet Minh General Committee, and

an Insurrection Committee was immediately set up.

Before seizing controI of血e nationalist movement, Ho wanted to

ascertain that his attempt would not fail. Aware that foreign, eSPe-

cially American, reCOgnition of his organization would enhance the

Viet Minh prestige both at home and abroad and legitimatize the

govemment he wa§ about to fom, the veteran Communist sought

to contact the U.S. Mission in China血rough the good o蝕ces of a

young American Amy o蝕cer, Whom Robert Shaplen simply refers

to as) Lt. John, and who had been parachuted into Ho’s jungle

headquarters in May’1945. The two men had lived and wocked
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seriously皿His temperature ran high. He was in a deep coma. He

was dying. The revolution was about to Iose its guiding spirit. To

his associates, Ho,s death was no longer a matter of speculation or

rumor・ It appeared to be a reality. There was no medicine, Only

quinine and aspi血・ In an agony of despair’his heutenants sent for

an old medicine man from血e nearest mountain. After examining

the weakening revolutionary’血e man in whom血e Viet Minh

cadres put a11 their hope, the medicine man prescribed a remedy:

bumed plant roots mixed wi血very址n rice soup.皿e plant hap-

pened to be one血at grew in al)undance in the area. W軸e the

prescription might sound strange to Westemers, it was quite famiト

iar to Vietnamese who were used to taking Oriental medicine. The

bumed roots were supposed to combat fever, and the rice soup to

restore the patient’s strength. Excellent prescription! Three days



76　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　v轟00 Acoo肌p轟加抑

欝譲葦輩繋籍璃
One hand’and the French and American Missions in China, On

O血er. The old revo量utionary and the young American often

CuSSed world affairs, eXchanged toasts, and shared such deIicacies

SteWed tiger liversはhis `qittle oId man sit血g on his hill in l

jungle’’impressed John as a gentle, ``awfuny sweet guy,,タa n(

Marxist patriot who knew a great deal about aImost everythinE

皿us・ Shortly after Japan’s s皿ender, Ho, P賞aying on their mu蘭

friendship and trying to oblige John with a bottle of wine, aSked the

American to use his portable radio to wire two Viet Minh messages

to the U.S. headquarters in China. In one communication, Ho

SOught to ingratiate hinself wi血the Americans and the FTench by

CIaiming to have discovered a Dai Viet ( an anti-Viet Minh national.

ist party) terroristic pIot against血e French, a PIot which Ho al-

legedly planned to fofl. In the second message, Ho begged血e

United States to intervene on the Viet Minh behaIf by prevailing
●1　　　　　「"ヽ■　　●-　　　●〇　　　〇　一　　　　臆

upon the United Nations to recognize VIetnam,s independenc計

Ho’s letter to John, Written in EnglisL reads as follows :

Dear Lt. (John),

I feeI weaker since you left. Maybe I’d have to foI萱ow your advice-

moving to some other place where food is easy to get’tO improve my

heal血‥ ‥

I’m sending you a bottle of wine, hope you hke it.

Be so kind as to give me foreign news you got.

… PIease be good enuf to send to your H.Q.血e foI】owing wires.

輩叢襲欝謹呈
dishonest act.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　!

謹誌霊譲護籠繋割
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realize their solemn promise血at all nationa耽ies wi]l be given democracy

and independen∞・ If United Nations forget血eir solemn promise & don’t

grant Indochina f皿independence, We Will keep fighting until we get

it.

Signed-Liberation Committee of VML

Thank you for a]l血e troubles I give you… ・

Best greetings!

Yours sincerely, Hoo [sic] 35

珊e Dai Viet terroristic campaign against the French existed only

in Ho’s inag王nation. The astute Communist apparently tried to

arouse血e French and, hopefully,血e Americans agaiust血e Dai

Viet, and use血em to el血inate hi§ nationalist competitors. He also

attempted to place, in advance, all responsibifty for future attacks

against血e French, attaCks which血e Viet Minh had in fact con-

templated, On his rivals’shoulders.

At the same time, Ho reiterated血e claim血at the Viet Mi血had

fought on the side of the Allies and・ therefore, Should deserve the

United Nations, support. In one stroke’Ho sought to get rid of his

nationalist competitors and to gain intemational recognition for his

movement. A very shrewd move, indeedl

Having taken all possible precautions’Ho proceeded with his

plan. On August 16’a People’s Congress, attended by more血an
“sixty delegates from big and §mall national mino亜es and of a皿

political convictions,"36 was held in Tan TTao. The Congres§ aP-

proved the Viet Minh order for a general insurrection’and ap-

pointed the National Committee for the Liberation of Vietnam,
which was in fact the Provisional Govemment of the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam. The latter was headed by Ho Chi Minh, then

unknown to most Vietnanese. As Truong Chi血, then Secretary

General of the ICP, WaS tO POint out later,

Because the peop]e・s Congress opened immediately after血e general

insurrection order had been launched, it had to hold a ``lightning’’ses-

sion allowing the delegates to retum quickIy to血eir Iocal regions and・

together with the local mi旗ants’tO Iead the decisive struggle.37

The fact that the Congress was convened so hastily, that forty

delegates who were on their way to the m∞ting had to tum back,

and血at血e more than sixty who attended the `1ightning” session

had to hurry back to their posts indieated that the Viet Minh’in
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SPite of血eir propaganda, had not expected Japan to surrender so

Sudden量y. The Japanese capitulation thus found Ho unprepared for

the occasion and significantly upset his timetable.

In reference to the Vietnanese Communist §trategy’Truong

Chinh added:

During the historic Congres§, the Indochinese Communist Party adv(ト

Cated an extremely cIear policy; tO lead the masses in insurrection血

Order to disam the Japanese before the arrivaI of血e Allied force in

Indochina; tO WreSt POWer from the Japanese and their puppet stooge§

and finally, aS the people’§ POWer’tO Welcome the Allied forces coming

to disam the Japanese troQPS §tationed in Indochina.38

In spite of this ``extremely cIear pohcy’,, there is su餓cient ground

to believe that Ho gave no serious血ought to disaming the Japa・

nese, a taSk which undoubtedly was beyond the power of his poorly-

equipped guerilIas to tackle. In fact, Ho had cautiously avoided

PrOVOking血e Japanese, Who, in tum, maintained a benevolent a脆-

tude toward the Viet Minh maneuvers.

After the dosing of the Tan Trao Congress, at Which he had

appeared for the first time before血e people’s delegates, Ho o紐・

Cially issued an appeal for general insurrection :

Dear compatriots,

Four years ago・ in one of my Ietter§, I calIed on you to urrite together.

Because unity is streng心, OnIy streng血enables us to win back inde.

Pendence and freedom.

At present,血e Japanese amy is crushed. The Nattonal Salvatien

movement has spread to the whole country. The RevoIutionary Front for

the Independence of Vietnam (Viet Minh) has millions of member§

from all social strata言nteIIectuaIs, PeaSantS, WOrkers, businessmen, SOl-

diers’and from aIl nationa咄es in the country: Kinh, Tho, Nung,

Muong, Man, etC. In血e Front our compatriots march side by side

Without discrimination as to age, SeX, re競gion, Or fortune.

RecentIy,血e Viet Minh Front convened the Vietnam People’s Con-

gress and appointed血e Nationa] Liberation Committee to lead the entire

PeOPle in the resoIute struggIe unti] national independence is won.

This is a great advance in the history of血e struggle waged for nearIy

a century by our peopIe for their liberation.

This is a fact血at enraptures our compatriots and fins me with great

joy.

However’We CamOt COnSider this as good enough. Our struggle will
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be a Iong and hard one. Because the Japanese are defeated, We Shall not

be liberated ovemight. We still have to make further e紐orts and caHy On

the struggle' Only a united struggle will bring us independence.

The Viet Minh Front is at present the basis of the struggle and so血

darity of our people. Join the Viet Minh Front, SuPPOrt it, make it

greater and strongerl

At present, the National Liberation Committee is, SO to SPeak, in itseIf

our provisiona- govemment. Unite around it and see to it血at its policies

and orders are carried out throughout the country!

In this way, Our Fatherland will certainly win independence and our

people will certainly win freedom soon.

The decisive hour in the destiny of our peop]e has struck. Let us stand

up with a】l our strength to free ourselves!

Many oppressed peoples the wor]d over are vying with each other in

血e march to win back their independence. We camot allow ourselves to

lag behind.

Forward! Forwardl Under血e banner of the Viet Minh Front, move

forward courageously!39

Such a reasonable appeal, Which emphasized uhity in血e struggle

for independence, WaS enthusiastically received by the masses. Viet

Minh propaganda leaflets, POSterS, and slogans appeared every-

where, Claiming血at血e League was the united front of all nation-

alist elements and a trusted ally of the victorious powers. Very

rapidly, the revolutionary fervor overcame the entire people’Who

realized that the war had ended and that national independence

was within their grasp. A genuine popular revolution was on the

move. Few vere aware that the revolution was Communist-led・

Fewer sti11 khew who Ho Chi Minh was. Many, however, Were

impressed by such a meaningful name. And all were carried away

by their ardent desire for freedom.

On August 18’Viet Minh adherents, followers, and admirers

roamed the streets of Hanoi・ Huge public meetings and demonstra-

tions took place in the capital and in the provinces. The gold-Starred

red flag was seen flying everywhere. Viceroy Phan Ke Toai・ the rep-

resentative of Emperor Bao Dai in Tonkin, meeky resigned in favor

of a viet Minh Citizens’Committee. The Japanese authorities wit-

nessed these developments with apparent detachment, looking in-

differently at the Viet Mi血military units who occupied all impor-

tant pul)1ic buildings. They also tumed over to the insurgents the

Stocks of ams belonging to the Indochinese Guard・ In contrast to
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the violent anti-Japanese propaganda before V-J Day, Which

been undoubtedly intended for the Allies, consumption,ŒŒe

Minh attitude toward the Nipponese authorities w‚æ‚«one of def

ence. This cautious policy paid oŠöhandsomely. Unchallenged a

Ž±EnOlested, the Japanese benignly looked on whileŒŒe revoluti
followed its course. Thus, without firing a •˜hot, the Viet MiŒŒe

tered and occupied Hanoi and took o;er the goverment. wi
two weeks after V-J Day, it had trilmPhed over the en•Bre couI

MeanwhiIe, in Hue, Emperor Bao Dai reportedIy decided to

two weeks after V-J Day, it had trilmPhed oveŽ¦he en•Bre coun

On the Viet Minh to fom a new goverrment. Had it not been f

the unsettling development in the capital, Ho, Who was obvious

anxious to head a govemment most•Œkely to be

Al•Hied powerE, WOuld have weIcomed the Emperor,s overture. o

August 21•fa large meeting was convoked

recognized byŒŒ

in Hanoi byŒŒe Gene—ìˆæ

Association of Students. A group of lefƒgwing intel16ctuals, a

independently of the Viet MiŒŒCentra—ÊCommittee, SuCCeS!

PuShed through a motion which

l. Called for the abdication of the Emperor of Annam, the in

tfon of a repubhean regime•fthe grant of power to a provisionaI

emment formed byŒŒe Viet Minh;

2. Asked the Viet Minh League to open negotiafrons inmediately
the other parties with a view to foming a provisional govemment;

3•E Appea]ed to all parties•fall strata of the pQPu]ation, and the Ig

masses of peopIe to supportŒŒe provisional government in order to l

ŒŒe work of consolidating national indˆóendence.40

ŽXe motion was promptly transmitted via telegraph to Bao Dai.

Subsequently, On the advice of his entourage•fWho apparentIy be-

1ieved that the Viet Minh had enjoyed considerabIe Allied support,

the Emperor abdicated, declaŒŒg that he would rather be a citizen

Of an independent state than a ruler of an ensIaved nation. In his

August 24 Statement, the monarch said:

Happiness of the VIetnamese peopIe!
Independence of the Vietnanese Nation!

For these we decIare that We are ready to make any and every
SaCrifice. For these We wish our sacrifi•‡ WOuId be useful to our Fa•v

ther]and•c.•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@—¹

In the present crisis, Unity is Life, Division i•˜ DeaŒŒ.

Constating that the urge for Democrac•ey Of the people in the North has

The AƒÁdŠC•”of a Co˜]”§u–É‹ye‚Ðo˜em•@•@•@•@•@•@•@•@81

risen tOO hi”@, andŒŒat if We kept waiting until the openiTlg SeSSion of

the National Congress•ffriction between NoŒŒand SouŒŒwould be un-

avoidable. Such a conŽMct would cause more su’Lering to our countrymen

and a”Cord expIoitable opportunity to foreigners•c •E

We have decided to abdicate and to hand overŒŒe power toŒŒe

DemOCratic Republican Govemment•c •E41

By calling on the new goverment to ``treat kindly those parties

and groups which had fought for the independence of the country•f

although they were not in line wi•SŒŒe popular masses•f•f•fand by

exhorting ``aŽMparties and groups•fall classes of society as well as

the Royal Family to strengthen and support uureservedlyŒŒe

Democratic Republican Goverrment in order to consolidate our

national independence•f,, the Emperor•funWittingly, heŠžped legiti-

mizeŒŒe ICP-COntrOlled movement and prepare the way for a

Communist take-OVer in his country.

On August 29, eXaCtly two weeks after the Japanese surrender,

and five days afterŒŒe abdication ofŒŒe leg’Šnate ruler, Ho an-

nouncedŒŒe fomation of a Provisional Govemment, Which in-

duded most of the members ofŒŒe National Liberation Commiƒg

tee. while assuming himself the presidency and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Ho made a token concession by offering three

nonsensitive portfolios to nonWiet Minh members•E42 He also skill-

fully maneuvered ex-Emperor Bao Dai, nOW Citizen Vinh Thuy•f

into ac•‡PŒŒg the position of Supreme Counsellor to his govem-

All the•˜e eVentS led to the dŒŒactic day of September 2•f1945. At

the Ba DiŒŒSquŽte in Hanoi, at a rally•E attended by half a million

p•‡Ple whom the Viet Minh organizers had brought in for the

occasion, Ho Chi Minh presentedŒŒe new govemment of the DRV

and pro•Baimed the independence of Vietnam. Ho•fs Declaration of

Independence opened with a paragraph borrowed from the Amer-

ican document :

A11 men were created equal; they are endowed byŒŒeir Creator with

certain unahenable Rights; amOngŒŒese are Life•fLiberty, and the pur-

Suit of Happiness.

This immoItal statement was made in the Dedaration of Independ-
ence ofŒŒe United States of America in 1776. In a broader ser•eSe, this

means: AII‰Ze people•˜ On the earth are equal from birth, auŒŒe peoples

have a right to live, tO be happy and free.
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