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PREFACE

Man appeared on the Vietnamese land at an early date.

Traces Of the Hon~O Erec融ape-man have been found in

Lang Sonl and Nghe An2 in addition to the vestiges of the

son vi culture in late palcol皿c (about 23,000 to lO’000 years

ago), Hda Binh culture in neoli伽C (abou=O,000 to 6・000

years ago)・ the bro鵬age (4,000 years ago), the D6ng Son

cul皿e3 and the Sa Huynh culture (about 2,900-2,700 years

ago)・

with the D6ng Son culture, a Primitive State made its

appearance - the Van Lang state of the Hing Kings (from the

ninth century tO the first half of the third century B.C.)・

subsequently it was renamed Åu lノaC’King An Duong Vumg

built his capital at the C6 Loa citadcl and reigncd in the

second half of the third century B.C.

From 179 B.C. to 938 A.D. Vietnam was under the rule of

the Chinese feudals. National consciousness took shape at an

carly date. The aspiration for nationa] independence found a

manifestation in numerOuS insurrections such as those of

ladies Trung (40-43 A.D), Lady Trieu (248 A.D), Mai Th血

Loan (722 A.D), Ph。ng Hung (766-791A.D.). The victory

won in 938 over tl-C Nam Han troops by the Vietnamese amy

and people under the leadcrship of NgO Quyen was a brilliant

milestone Which put an end to China,s mi11enary domination,

restored our national independencc.

1. 2. Names ofNorth Vietnamese provinces

3. DOng Son culture: aPex Of 。he Red River civilization` Ski]rfu11y made bronze

artefacts have bcen found・ the most outstanding one is the Dong Son bronze

dru皿...
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Vietnam could now promote its traditional values

recognized by Chinese historians even in the 71h century B.C.

(according to the “Brief History of Dai Vi今t’’, an anOnymOuS

book written around 1377-1388). Vietnam was regarded as

a country endowed with the Vietnamese civilization

(according to AmoI Toynbee, an American historian), 111e

traditional values which formed the culture and civilization

Of former Vietnam have flourished during the whole process

Of national construction and defence. Since the =-h century

the Vietnamese people have had to wage repeated wars:

against the Sung troops (1075-1077), the Yuan-Mongolians

(in 1258, 1285 and 1288), the Ming (1414-1427), the Qing

(1789), the French (】858-1945　then 1946-1954) the

Americans (1954-1975), the war to defend the trorder (1979).

These resistances managed to defend the national

independence, PreVent aSSimilation and develop the national

Cu重くurc.

In their age-Old civilization, the Vietnamese people have

alway promoted their traditiona=hirst for knowledge and

respect ft)r tCaChers. Ir韓he folk literature, many PrOVerbs and

StOrics relateq/ゆ」hcse traditions are found’ftIT eXamPle “It is

impossible to make a career without a teacher’’; ‘`To cross a

river, yOu Should build a bridge; tO have your c皿dren wcll-

VerSed in letters, yOu Should love the teacher’’. And President

H6 Chi Mi血’s teaching: “We should grow trees ft)r ten yearS,

interests, and grow man for one hundred years‘ intercsts’’has

become a maxim.

A brilliant symboI ofVietnamese culture is the Viet script.

A請er 17 centuries of the use of Chinese characters, lhe Viet

PeOPle cou重d c.omC tO Create their own nalional system of

Writing ca=ed NOm. In the 171h century with the assistance

VlⅢ

of PortugueSe, Spanish・ Italian and French scholars・ and

particularly of Alexandre de Rhodesl, the Q諦”g戊

(romanized Viet script) came into being. As from 1919 it was

widely used in schooIs, eSPeCia11y primary oneS. After 1945

the use Of Q諭′所WaS generalized at a1=evels of

education. Besides the Vie=anguage’thosc of the 53

vietnam- inhabited minority cthnic groupS are PreServed

and developed’1 1 among them havc their own scripts.

The system Of national and traditional values’eSPeCially

the traditional passion for leaming has always been the

foundation and buttress for Vietnamese education which

climaxed in the second half of the 20(b century with the

appcarance of people's education - a COmPrehensive system

of national education.

l. A French missionary and scholar.
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Chapter I

sKETCHES FOR TH帥ISTORY

oF VIETNAM-S EDUCATION SYSTEM

1. Up to mid 19th century

Rescarchers on the history Of Vietnam,s education system

show tha=he VietnameSe nation has a tradition of learning.

But throughout its over 3,000 years eXisting as a State’Which

includes nearly l’200 years Of foreign domination prior to

1945, education waS Su匝Ct lo great hinderances.

ln the period of Northern domination (11I B.C. to 938

A.D.), the Chinese rulers opened public schooIs and allowed

the opcning ofprivate oneS, mainly to train their c皿dren to

become Civil servantS for the ruling apParatuS. They sent to

school dcscendants of nobles to make studies up tO a Certain

level without any eXamination言hen apPOinted them

mandarins. In a subscquent Stage’a number of upper - Class

vietnamese Childrcn were allowed to attend Chinesc schooIs.

No document has been found on the education system in

vietnam Of皿period. It is only rePOrted that this system

was abolished under the ′rang dynasty (618-907)・ and replaced

l



by a rcgime or examinations, a doctor dcgree was instituted,

and outsranding Victnamcse students wcre∴SCn=O Cmna to

Stand examinatons. 1he education system in Vietnam a=hat

time was model量ed on the Chinese one; it includcd a primary

level (below 15 years of age) and a co-1ege leveI (above 15

yCarS Of age); its was attended by a very sma11 perccntage of

the population.

With the advcnt of nationa=ndependcnce (in 938) and

under the dynasties of Ng6・ Dinh’anterior [′e (939-1009),

education was carried out at private and pagoda schooIs, but

it was not developed. It was only under thc Ly dynasty (11th

Century) tha=he cduca(ion at the.Court concentrated in

Th和g Long c種pi(a量received greater attention. In lO76 Qude

Tti Giam was establishcd to teach dcsccndants o自he royal

family. ]n 1253’thc ’rrin dynasty rcnamed this school =Qu欲:

11i Vien’’・ Princes-and outstanding elements l†om the

COmmOn PeOPle wcre cnlistcd to be trained to become

fchdaI nlandarins. In 1397, King r「rin ′Ihuan 「重「Ong issued a

rOyal proc]a一一Iali。n On the opening of public schoo賞s a[

distric=evcl. Under the H6 dynasty (1400-1407), H6 Quy
Ly had “study houses,, buiIt in various districts.

Under thc Le dynasty (15-h century), eSPCCia]ly under Fting

Le ′rhinh T6ng (1460-1497), †he scale of schoo】s was

broadcned to admit children of thc common peop量e.

Generally speaking言n ↑his perjod, there were two kinds oI

SChooIs: Qu仁せGii両n the capital city under the King's

djrect managen-ent’and a very small nu-nber 。f publie sc‘hooIs

at district and provincia=evel: the mos↑ commOn werc

Priva†e schoo]s (managed by the pcople themselves) a†

Villagc and communa=eve】・ The cdl-Cation systel漢1 jn nearly

10 centuries undcr fcudal dynasties was conrincd tし=he

trai血ng of feudal mandarins at州eche!ons.

2

Ⅲoughout this period’What the Kings did was to organise

examinations, aCCOrdingly the education system in those nine

centuries may be called one of examinations. In 1705・ the

first examination conferring a degree somewhat equivalent

to presenトday B.A. was organized; it was ca11ed掘h肋g・

From the 13(h century onwards, a neW level called諏h卵

came into existence, Which conferred a degree somewhat

equivalen=o present-day M.A. From the 14(h century onwards・

a new level ca書led Jhi俄励conferred the doctor degree, the

highes=aureate among doctors was Called Trqng鳩r“yen

fo11owed in皿S Order by the degrees of 77]am hoa・朗ng ”han,

and latter PI!6 b勧g・ At V各n Mi乱笹型le QfLite融”e)・ in

Hanoi, there are 83 steles bearing inscription of the names of

l,036 doctors who were laureates of the examinations held

血Om 1442 to 1779.

The contents of studies and examinations at all levels were

in accordance with the Four Books (the Analects, Great Leam-

ing, Golden Mean, Mencius) and the Five Ki血(Ki擁諏, Kinh

l/研都7,/'似九K励/G and弟初77面a11 written in Chinese

Characters.

2. From mid-19th century onwards

In the ear]y stage of the co工onial regime (SeCOnd half of

the 19th ccntury), the French co10nialists maintained in status

quo the foudal Confucian education of the Nguyen dynasty.

It was only in 1917 that the first law on education was

promulgated. Under this law’aS from 1919 no schoo置of

chinese character was tO remain in existence・ and all

examinations (諏I腸のJg,諏h鉦/hi d涌h) were abolished・

From thal date, the education system waS mOdelled on the
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French one. Unde「 this programme, in a few populous

COmmuneS, Primary schooIs were opened, Which included

the first grades of elementary education; a number oftowns

Were endowed with primary schooIs comprlSmg Six grades:

in some big cities there were JunlOr SeCOndary schooIs

COmPrising four grades; Only Hanoi, Hu6 and Saigon were

endowed each With one∴Senior secondary school, nOt

COunting a number of private ones.

A川1e beginning of the 20th century, the French coIor血l

administration devcIoped a number of spccialized sch○○Is.

In the firs=hree decades, mOSt Of them were craI高eaching

SChooIs (for the tra血ng of workers) or secondary vocational

SChooIs (for the trai血ng of medium -’1evel tecI血cians). In

1908 a mmbcr of thcsc schoo重s,Were merged rogether and

formed what was called university (用事t’erSit台). Actually the

Hrst preparatory college courses on physics, Chemistry and

natural sciences, (Subsequently called physics - Chemistry -

bioIogy) came into existence in 1919. In 1923 a medical doctor

training course be♀an reCruiting students; in 194l a faculty

Of law and a school for the training of B.Sc were opened,

1て)]1owcd in 1942 by a school for the tra血ng of agronomists.

Thcse schooIs cons†ituted岨e Indochinese Univcrsity. Thc

number of at(endants in the 1939 -1940 school year wcre

Only 582 in total〇

°rhus cducation in Vietnam under the French ru漢e was built

in aceordance wi山the guiding idQa, aS Stated by Governor

General of Indochina Merlin in 1924, Of “dcveloping

education ho「iz(mtally, nOt Vertically’’, that is Io concentrate

mainly on ope正ng elementary schooIs which inclしIde thc firsし

three grades 。f primary education.

4

Figure l. Ge′章eml edαCa`ioJ‘ fn V拐′基am i′=he

194I-I942 school year

(Accordi′7g ’O rI~e /′~doc/事i彫Se Sta‘i5tical }‘earbook)

EducationleveI �nblic§Choo! ��nivatcschool Number �Number �Number �Number 

o重schoo!s �Ofpupil§ �of§choo置s �Orpupils 

Seniorsecondarylevel �3 �652 �49 �11,203 

Juniorsecondarylevel �16 �5,521 �234 �29,573 

Primarylevel �503 �58,629 �006 �48,675 89,451 

Incompleteprimarylevel �8775 �486,362 

To(al ��551,164 

This figure shows that the scale of education a=ha=ime

読s very small: it invoIved only 3% of the population (W匝h

was then about 22 m皿on); it was mainly to train foremen,

secretaries.and sma11 mandarins in the service of the coIonial

ruling aparatuS.

3. The struggle against the obscurantist policy

The coIonialists・opening of schooIs was designed to

implemenl an education policy of enslavement and assimila-

tion, in cssence, an Obscurantist policy. The invasion started

in 1858, bu=he ・1eachers‘ mission,, was mentioned only in

1886, and a total abolition of Chinese charater school and the

sinoIogist examination regime was ordered by the Governor

General of Indochina otlly in 1919.

In his famous wOrk待Fre′初Colo庇atio′~ 0′~ Trial’’

written between 1921 and 1925, Nguyen Åi Qu6c dedicated

chapter II to the ・・Civilizer・・ and Chapter IX to待the Policy of

う



Obscurantism’’: ``To keep people in ignorance and rule over

them more easily, SuCh is the preferred policy of our coIonial

rulers’’. The author described typical cases of repression and

PreSentation of co10hial people. He wrote: “When one. is white,

he is naturally a civilizer. And when one is a civilizer, he may

jndulge in savage actions and yet remain the most civilized

man’’. In order to deceive French public opmlOn and to

quictly expIoit the aborigines, the sharks of civilization have

not only empoisoned the Vietnamese people With alcohol and

OPium, but also practised a radical policy of obscurantism. In

his petition to the French Parliament and the delegations to

the Versailles C6nfdrence, Nguyさn Åi Qude put forward eight

Claims of which the sixth one demanded for ``freedom of study

and　血e opening of techno萱ogical and vocational schooIs for

the aborigines in all provinces’’.

Subsequently in 1930, in an appeal issued on the occation

Of the founding of the Indochinese Communist Party, Nguyen

Åi Qu6c put forward the sIogan: ``to practise education for

the whole people’’, that is to universalize education, tO StrOngly

COndemn the policy Of developing “horizontal’’education,

OPening very few schooIs, mainly elementary ones. As a

result, in 1945, OVer 95% of Vietnamese were illiterates,

especia11y women and ethhic minority people. In the teaching

COntent, the history of the Vietnamese nation was neglected.

The Viet language was not held in high esteem and was

regarded as a foreign language, teXtbooks did not mention

Vietnam as a country, but spoke only of the five countries in

French Indochina in an attempt to erase the national spirit

among pupils and students・

Since the founding (in 1930) of the Indochinese Commu-

hist Party, the leading force in the August 1945 RevoIution

6

and in the preparation for皿s Revolution, the struggle against

the obscurantist policy has always Peen a cOntent Of the

nationa1 1iberation struggle, an Objective to motivate the

people to rise up in the fight for the independence of血eir

Motherland. In this respect, the sIogan at tha=ime was: tO

abolish the enslaving and coIonial education, tO PrOmOte a

national education; a11 the children of labourers are「 a11owed

to learn in their materna=anguage and to engage in

vooationa=raining unti=he age of 16・

In 1907, Patriotic intel置ectuals opened the D∂ng K初〃g柾a

tI甲C SChooI with the stand of promoti11g Studies in the

national language and restoring industry; arOuSing patriotism

and the national sp軸among the youth. In the 1926-1935

period, the V傍t勅71 ‘Ila励”勧cdch噂ng紡g c/]t %i (Viet-

nam Association of Youth Revolutionary Comrades) l opened

many cohrses on nationa=anguage for the labouring people

and youth. In the 193O-1931 revolutionary upsurge・ the fight

against i11iteracy was boosted. In 1938 the Association for

the diffusion of the nationa=anguage attracted tens of

thourlSands of people combihing literacy lcaming with the

devel。Pment Of the struggle against coIonialism for

independence. The prcssing requirements高School attendance

for everybody・・,白Di肌sion of education’’, “ Fight against

i皿eracy・, spurred the movement tOWards the victory of the

August Revolution and the establishment of the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam (DRV)・

1. A communist organiLation p重・Cdece§SOr Of the Indochinese Communist

Party (now thc Communist Party of Vietnam).
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4. From 1945 onwards

The six pressing tasks of the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam put forward in September 1945 included two on

education: OnC (the second task) spoke of education in a

narrow sense, tO fight against the obscurantist policy and

against illiteracy; the other (the fourth task), tO educate the

PeOPle against the evil habits and customs inherited from the

Old regime, tO tum the Vietnamese into a valiant, Patriotic,

1abour-1oving nation, WOrthy of an independent Vietnam.

Here attention is to be paid to an idea which is a=he

foundation of the future development of education. This

guiding thought is to build an education which serves

national development on the basis of a deep consciousness

Of the reactionary character of the obscuranしist policy and of

the need to overcome its Iong-Standing harmful consequenccs,

a point w血ch President H6 C鷹Mi血summed up inlO aしruth:

“an ignorant nation is a weak one’’l.

Right after the regai血ng of independence, One Of the most

PreSSing tasks of the Govemment was to enable all people †o

read and write, tO aCquire knowledge, and to understand his

Or her rights and duties.

The education in independent Vietnam was a popular one

designed to raise the in(ellectual standard, tO tum the whole

nation into a knowing, Cultivated, Civilized one. From now

On, the raising of the people’s inte11ectual standard becamC a

1・ Statemenしa=he first meeしing of the Government of the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam in Hanoi on September 3, 1945.
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national policy. The promotion of education became an

integrated part of the revolutionary cause. The building of a

national education system included:.

- Popular education

- Basic education

- General education

- Specialized education

- Higher education

Education was developed with a markedly enlarged scale

in comparison with the pre-August 1945 period. At that time・

it was called負new democratic,, or =people,s democratic

education,,, having a triple character‥　natiOnal, SCientific, and

maSS.

Education has a "atioI糊I chaγaCteγ because its content

included tcaching the national history’PrOmOtion of ardent

patriotism of the nation; the national history must become a

special su匝Ct and the nationa=anguage, an instmment of

thc nationa=deoIogy, the realities of the nation are the

foundation of education which is designed to train the

younger generati。n into effective servants of the nation.

That is the basis of the entire content of education.

Education had a scien研C Characteγ because it taught to

students scientific and progressive notions, aS OPPOSed to

dogmatism, PrOmOted the critical spirit of pupils and students;

teaching and leaming was performed under the principle: tO

leam for the sake of deeds, tO know for the sake of action, tO

9



link education with the people’s like, tO aChieve an

harmonious development of personalities, eSPeCia11y the

thirst for knowledge; and to use scientific education as an

instrument for nationa=iberation in the ideoIogical field.

Education had a mas5 Cha者aler because it was duty-bound

to bring knowledge to the masses to bring the latter from

illiteracy to literacy, tO gradually popularize a determined

level of education; for instance, tO universalize first primary,

the junior secondary education, etC., tO bring scientific

knowledge to the broad masses who are to apply it to life and

production. So the mass character is synonym with the

democratic character; it is to be achieved step by step. This is

done precisely to achieve education as one of human funda-

mental rights. Inversely, the popularization of education

creates a new motive force for the development of education

itself, Culture, SCience, eCOnOmy and society.

In a word, the new democratic education, a Priceless

product of the August Revolution’is a democratic cducation

Of the people.

The people,s eduction of tha=ime se=he raising of the

intellectual standard as a primordial o勘eclive.For this reason’

right after the conquest of independence, it was neceSSary tO

consider the liquidation of the heavy aftermath of thc

bscuran{ist policy pursued by the coIonial regime‥ OVer 95%

Of the 22 million people wcre i11iterate.

On September 8, 1945, the Govcrnment issued a decree

on the establishmCnt 。f the Popular Ijducation Omce, aSSerted

that leaming was comPulsory and frec in order to urgently

lO

eradicate illiteracy because ignorance waS One Of the three

enemies to be liquidated, namely poverty, ignorance and

foreign aggresSion.

on october 4, 1945, President H6 Chi Minh issued an

appeal calling on the entire people to fight against the lack of

education: the illiterates must regard leaming as a right and

an obligation; the literates are duty - bound to teaCh the

illiterates; WOmen muSt Cany Out Study a11 the more’the youth

must march in the van in this work. For the first time・ there

was in Vietnam a nationwide campalgn against i11iteracy. In

the first year o皿S drive (September 8, 1945- August 8, 1946)・

74,950 popular education classes were OPened with 95,660

teachers and 2,520,000 pupils. Through伽S’10 million people

leamed to read and write between 1946 and 1954.

with a view to gradua11y raising the level of education

regarded as a Criterium of development, and effectively

furthe血g it,瓜e work did not stop at the level of lear血g to

read and write, From 1947 to 1948, POPular classes for

grown-uPS Were Organized・ including elementary POPular

classes to teaCh reading and writing・ PreParatOry POPular

classes equivalent to the second grade of primary education・

and lst-CyCle, 2nd-CyCle complementary POPular classes

equivalent to the juntor SeCOndary education (four yearS)・ So

cducation in Vietnam gradua11y advanced from raising the

education level as the main target tO training manPOWer and

talents;

w皿e carrying out the literacy camPaign, the Govempent

of the DRV (1945-1976) continued to develop general

education, SeCOndary vocational education and higher

劇



education. Il advocated reforming cducation into one of an

indepcndcnt country, tra血ng皿e young gencra{ion to become

use皿citizens, Seeuring an a量l-rOund developmcnt o白he

eapacily of pupils and students, Cffectively serving ulC CauSe

O書’nationa=iberation and socio-eCOnOmic construction of

independent Vie(naml.

=’h4In M臣}h Hqu: ’●Thc Educati〔)n SyStelIl in Viemam’’証om the book
’‘IIighcr ll」uc高証1 iI- VIC血ri: sil】gapr)re 1994.
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Chapter II

THREE EDUCATION REFORMS

One day after the proclamation of indcpendencc

(September 2, 1945), in his Letter to pupils on the occation of

t11e first new SChool year's day under the new regime,

l)resident H6 Chi Mi血pointcd out the role of cducalion in

furtllering tI-e reStOration of a newly independent country:

‥Wl「ether 111e Vietnamese mountains and rivers will attain

g]。ry, and whether the Vietnamese l種nd will gloriously stand

on an e。ual tooting wit萱=hc powcrs in thc fivc contincnts・

1his depends to a great eXtent On yOur Studies’: On the same

day, a=hc first meeting o=he Govcmmcnt’the I⊃rcsident

said:高An ignorant nation is a wcak onc. Theref。rC, I propose

that a campaign agains白皿eracy he launched・’, ln his vicw,

lack of cducation was a dangerous enemy tO thc same extcnt

as血cign invasion and poverty・ and the ralsing of the people’s

intcllcctual standard was one o=-1e PrCSSing tasks of thal

pe「iod・

Along with the literacy campaign, the DRV (tovernment

carricd on lhc deve10Pment Of primary’SeCOndary and higher

cducation, advocated the education reform into that of an

13



independent country, One tha=rains.the young generation to

become usefuI citizens, and fully develops the capabilities of

PuPils.

The Govemment advocated the building of a people’s

democratic education in the service of national construction

and defence’Which respects human dignity, temPerS

PerSOnality and develops talent. In the past half century, under

the leadership of the Party, the National Assembly a叫the

Govemment, teaChers throughout the country along with the

Whole people implemented仙S POlicy, SteP by step, through

three education reforms.

1. The first education reform

Right in October 1945, the Govemment set up a Council

Of Consultors to study an education reform program・ But

because from September 1945 in the South, and from

December 1946 in the North, the Vietnamese people had to

Wage a War Of resistance against the French coIonialists言t

WaS Only in July 1950 th狭　the Council of Govemment

approved the education reform prqject and decided to carry it

Out.

Under the prQject, the education system of the DRV was

formally proclaimed that of the people, by the people arld for

the people.

一An education system bearing a national, SCient沌c and

mass character with the content as described above○

○ Tra血ing o切ective: tO educate the young generation to

become citizens Ioyal to the MotherIand’CaPablc and mora11y

good to serv6 the country.

- Education direction: Study going along with action; theory

being cIosely combined with practice.

14

- Content of general education: tO COnCentrate On a

number of suQjects such as Vietnarpese language・ literature’

mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, bioIogy; tO introduce new

subjects: neWS-POlicy, Civics, PrOduction. l“here was no

subjcct on foreign languages・ muSic・ Painting’household

wo「k.

- ′me general schooI system included thrce cycles (nine

ycars): first cy。e’four years (from firs=o l‘our(h gradc),

replacing the former six - year Primary education; SCCOnd

cycle一皿ee years (餌h - SeVenth gradc)・ rePlacing the former

four - year SeCOndary education・ first cycle; and皿rd cycle,

two years (eighth 〇両h gradc) replacing the former [hrce-

year secondary education・ SCCOnd cycle. Scven-year-Old

c皿dren began to be admittcd into the first grade・

Besides the gcneral.schooI systcm, POPular e。ucation’

vocati(うnal education and higher cducation were also

promoted・

- Popular education f。r adults included three levels:

(1) elementary: four months of duration to erase illiteracy;

(2) preparatory: four months of durati。n’equivalen=o the

second and third grades of the first cycle of gencral school;

(3) complementary: eight mont11S Of duration・ equivalent to

the皿1 grade, the first year of the second cycle of general

school; and (4) secondary: 18 montllS Of duration’equivalent

to thc cighth grade, the first year of the皿d cycIc of general

SChooL

- Vocational educa(ion included: ( l)elemelltary VOCational,

teaching a trade to graduates o‥he fourth grade of an adult

complementary class; (duration of course: 1-2 years);
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(2) secondary vocational enlisting graduates of the seventh

grade of general schooI or of secondary popular education to

train them as medium-grade technicians (duration of course:

2叫years).

一　Higher education system included at that time:

(1) Medical School; (2) Teachers’Traihing College; (3) Civil

Servant Higher School reuniting graduates of the third cycle

(血nth grade) or 9 + 2 years of preparatory studies for higher

SChool. Duration of course: from two (teachers’training

COllege) to six years (medical school).

2. The second education reform

The 1950 reform of education was carried out in the

liberated areas: Viet Bfro (Thdi Nguyen, Tuyen Quang, Lang

Son, Cao Bing, m Giang, Yen Bdi), the North West (Son La,

Lai Ch盆u), the former Fourth Zone (Thanh正o各, Nghe An,

Ha TT血, Quang Binh, Quang埋, Thha Then), a Part Of the

former Fifth Zone (Binh D与nh, Quang Ngai), a Part Of the

guerrilla zone jn the Red River Delta (丁h征Bi血, Nam Ha,

Ninh B涌l, Hung Yen).

In the temporari看y-OCCuPied zone, the schooIs continued

to teach according to the number of general school years from

the primary to the secondary levels (12 years) with contents

and programs remaining basica11y the same as prior to 1945.

Thus, uP tO the Liberation and the Restoration of peacc

in the North (1954), from the 171n para11el northward, there

Were tWO SyStemS Of general education: 9 years (in the

liberated zone) and 12 years (in Hanoi and the tempora血y-

OCCuPied zone)・ This situation required an urgent
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unification of　肌e two education systems. In May 1956, the

Govemment aPPrOVed the second draft education refom and

cntrusted its unfolding to the Ministry of Education. In

August 1956, the Government promulgated “The General

Education Policy of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam’’・

- The o切ective of that education reform was “to train

youths and children to become people developed in all

respects, gOOd citizens faithful to the Mo皿erland’gOOd

labourers, and good, talented and virtuosic cadres to develop

the people,s democratic reglme ln marCh to socialism, and to

acllieve national reunification on the basis of independence

and democracy’’.

- The education direction was to link theory to practice,

school to socia1 1ife.

- The education content had a comprehensive character

and included four aspects: ethics, intellectual knowledge,

physical culture and aesthetics; e皿CS WaS tO be taught on

the basis of a systematic dispensing of knowledge.

一With regard to the education methods‥ they are to

strengthen practical studies’tO increase the time devoted to

productive labour, tO Pay greater attention to the application

Of know how to life.

The general education system had its duration of from 9

10 10 years and included‥ first cycle: 4 years from the firs陶o

tl鴫fourth grade; SeCOnd cycle‥ 3 ycars from the珊h to the

scventh grade; third cycle‥ 3 ycars from the eighth to tenth

gradc. Children fro工11 the age of 7 were admitted into the first

担de; Subsequently as from 1974, Children fr。m lhe age of 6

WCre admitted into the first grade.
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The number oflessons per week remained the same in

the first cycle (17-19 1essons); in the second cycle, it was

increased from 20 to 21 1essons and from 29 to 30 1essons in

the third cycle.

3. The third education reform

W皿the great vilOry Of Spring 1975l, Vietnam gained

independence, unity and peace. A=he thresho]d of a new

Period of nationa] construction and defence, reaSSeSSing the

PaSt few decades of education development, We nOte that in

SPitc of very significant achievements, education is s(il1 0「

1ow qua量ity and not commensurate with lhe development of

SOCiety, SCience and technoIogy; it fails to mee=he new

requiremcnts of the period of post - War reCOnS(ruction. The

two zoncs, South and North (with the 17'h parallel as a

demarcation line) had two different systems of

general e(1ucation with a duration of ll years in the North

and 12 years in the South. For皿s reason, the Politbureau

O白he CPV Central Committee issued Decision NO14 (1979)

On an education reform.

- Basic contents and o切ectives: tO regard education as an

important part of the ideoIogical and cultural revolulion, an

important factor boosting the deveIopment of the economy,

Cul山re, SCience and technoIogy, Education is a decisive

factor in †lle training of ta量en†s and of new labourers with good

moral quality, SCientific and technoIogical know】edge,

technical qualification, gOOd health…

l. On Apri1 30. 1975 [he Victnam PeopIc’s Amy libel.ated Saigon・

vi。toriously ending the Victnamese People’s resistance waJ. against US aggres-

sion for national salvation.
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- The curren( reform of education lays down the task of

caring for and educating the younger generation from

childhood to’maturity; gradually attracting al〃 children at the

PrOPer age into kindergartens and infant classes, Striving to

enable the young generation from the age of 6 years to

maturity to attend the whole program of sehior secondary

SChoo] (12 years). To universalize senior secondary school

among workers, PeaSantS and all labourers including ethhi6

minority people.

- To better implemen=he principles “study along with

practice,、, ``education combined with production’’, “SChool

linked to society,,・ Production in secondary schooIs bears

lhc character of combined technoIogies.

In the vocationa=raining schooIs and establishments of

higher education, PrOduction is linked to vocationa=ra血ng,

scicntific research and experimcntation.

- To reform the education structure, COntentS and methods.

This education reform started in 1981. M牟ior achievementS

are as follows:

l. An integratcd system of national educaしion has bcen

帆ilt, Which includes all study levcIs: Pre-SChooI programs,

and those for primary’SeCOndary’higher education and

posトgradua{e leve=十om now on・ Vietnam actua11y has a

Pe。Ple’s national educalion.

2, Fol10Wing many ycars of war-t.ime ducation development,

unincd secondary cducation system of 12 years was achieved

in thc whole coun†ry (1993), C。mPrising primary education:

5 yCarS (grndes l-5), junior secondary education: 4 years
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(grades 6-9), Senior secondary education: 3 years (grades

lO-12).

In the 1992-1993 school year, all senior secondary schooIs

in帖e country were endowcd with the 12th grade (in the past,

Only 11th grades existed in the Nonh); for lhe nrs"ime, the

graduation cxaminations for the senior secondary schooIs took

Place with a singlc set o白csIS at a SiIlgle leve].

For the firs=ime vocati。na=raihing schooIs and centers

.for technica=abour and popular trade training were opened.

TllCre WCre nOW OVer 200 ccnters of this kind throughout

the country, effcctively serving technoIogical education and

VOCationa=raining. Thanks to皿s, ror the firs=ilnC, a

numbcr of schooIs arc in a position to carry into ef(℃c=he

P「inciple of combining education with productivc labour.

3. A new prOgram WaS W。rkcd out for grades =o 12 and a

COllection of ncw lext books printed along a basis, mOdem

and practica量orientati。n: the contents about population and

family, the cnvironment, and vocational orientation wcre

introduced k)r tCaChing in schooIs. Informatics was t種ught

in many es(ablishments of higher education and a number

Of senior secondary schooIs. I十om 1984 onwards, StreSS is

laid on the development of genera】 cducation with a

universal character teaching in labour, teChno10gy, POPular

tradesl to pcople.

In the 198l -1982 sch。Ol year, the neW teXt bo。ks (Ca=cd

reformed books) were in汀oduced into the firs( grade:

1. Ph坤n Van D6ng. Spcech dclivcred on the∴OCCaSion of the Vietnem
’reachers‘ Day, NoYember 20. 1984, al Ba Dinh Conference Ha」l. Hanoi.

教則

subsequently, eaCh year witnessed thc putting to use of an

additional book, and in thc 1992 -1993 school year, the text

books were rePlaced in the 12th grade. Then for the first time

in several decades, in all general schooIs of the country,

(eaCl血g was dispensed according to a single program and

with a single set of text books. According to a general

assessment, the set of tcxt books o白he education ref()rm

after a number of adjustmentS WaS mOre PrOgrCSSive than

山e old one and might be used unti=he year 2000.

4. For the firs=ime, documents Were made public on the

education objectives and plans for the various education

levels: inl-ant classes (January 1990), junior secondary schooIs

(March 1986), and senior secondary schooIs (March 1990).

For the first time, legal documenlS WerC WOrkcd out on all

sc11OOI su匝CtS, On the acti‘′ities and management of schooIs’

stipula血g the education requiremen'S that- must be餌filled

by all pupils after each education level;皿e tcaching contents・

methods and plans f。r eaCh -e‘′el・ the criteria for schooIs’

material facilities and their management. A11 tlris is to achieve

thc targetS Of people‘s education in conformity with thc

principles of Vietnamese education asscrted since 1960.

5. On August 12, 1991 the National Assembly ofthe SRV

passed the Law on uhiversalization of primary education and

山e I_aW On PrOteCtion, Cducation and care for c皿dren. In

tlle COurSe Of the implementation of皿S education reform,

the country WaS COnfr。ntCd with multiple dimculties and

plunged into a crisis. Ncverthcless・ thcse IノaWS Were PaSSed

and a number of ot)iectives were aqiusted’in the first place・

the targetS Of primary education universalization’free

healthcare for childreIl from O to 6 ycars of age. The whole

country was uhfolding the program Of eradicating i11iteracy
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and universalizing primary educaton according to the Jomtien

Statementl.

In 1993, the following targets were set for late 1996: 1/3 of

PrOVinces, 2/3 0fdistricts, and　3/4　of communes were to

achieve the national criteria regarding imteracy eradication

and primary education universalization. To皿s date these

(担iectives have been achieved in 27 out of the 61 provinces

and cities, nearly 70% ofdistricts and urban precincts, nearly

80% of the communes and urban wards; these figures include

three mOuntainous provinces in the North (Tuyen Quang,

皿ai Nguyen, HOa Binh) and one province in Tay Nguyen

(Lam D6ng).

6. To diversify the forms of training in estabIishments of

higher educafron・ in secondary vocational tra血ng schooIs,

to expand the training scale, tO reSOrt tO both state scholar-

Ships and contracts with receipts for the budget; tO eStablish

in-SerVice training centres; tO boos=he training of

POSトgraduates within the country. Eight priva{e co11eges

have been established besides the public establishments of

higher education. Those studen[s who can affbrd to cater to

their own sustenance and school fees may go abroad for

Studies.

7. Besides the maintenance pf schooIs, Classes and pupils

at all education leveIs, great eftorts have been made to

ensure the quality of education and training with much

l. Statement issucd by the Intcrnational Conference on Education for

everybody held in Jomtien (Thailand) under the sponsorship of UNDP. UNECEF.

UNESCO and WB.
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attention being paid to exce11ent, CaPable pupils. For the first

time (in 1987), a decision was taken to open in secondary

SChooIs a system of special classes on literature, mathematics,

Physics, Chcmis(ry, forcign languages in provinccs and cities

throughout the country. A number of scholarships are granted

to gifted pupils and students by social organizations, nOn-

governmental organizations at home and abroad, and by

OVerSeaS Vietnamese, etC. Almost a11 Vietnamese pupils

taking part in intemational competitions on mathematics,

Physics, informatics, and the Russian language have won

Prizes. As regard mathematics in particular, nearly 80 prizes

Were WOn by the Vietnamese pupils in 16 contests (five pupils

each time). In recent years, the average percentage of

excellent pupils has increased ftom 3-5% to over 10%, and

Steady progress has been recorded in the quality of primary

education.

8. In spite of economjc difficulties, the State raised the

education budget appropriations from 5-6%　to 7-8%, then

to lO.26%. The direction of State and the people, Central and

local levels jointly catering to education was better

implemented and the socialization of education recorded a

Significant progress. In addition to the Central budgct, many

localities (PrOVinces, districts,　COmmunCS)　made

COntributions to the education budget; in many places, 50%

Of the primary education budget was contribulcd by lhe people

and local budgeし

9. Positive changes occurred in the understanding of the

role of education in socio-eCOnOmic development; the

influence of thc socio-eCOnOmic crisis on education was

grasped. There was a more correct appraisal ofthe

Weaknesses in education. The Sixlh Congress of the
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Communist Party of Vietnam put forward the line of

renovating education.

Thus, neW OPPOrtunilics have been created for the

developmcnt of education, along with big challenges・

1) On the basis of a ncw mode of thinking cIosc to reality,

We have gradui-11y come to a corrcct understanding of the

quality of education which has becn concretized in

Various respects. However the quality of education and

trainingis still poor∴∴and does not meet the

requirements of socio-eCOnOmic growth.

Mos( Primary schooIs tcach only 2-3 out of the　9 su切ects

(the Vietnamese language, mt"hematics‥.). In secondary

Cducation’gymnaStics and sports’aeSthetics are still neglected.

2) Vo喜untarism 】1aS bcen gradua=y overcome. The

initial o勘ective of mivc「salizing secondary cduca[ion (up

to　爪e 12th gradc) has becn lowered to be more practical.

Great em)rtS are tO bc made if the eradication of illiteracy

and univcrsali′a白on of primary education are to be

COmPleted by the∴Cnd of this decade. The percen(age of

attendance by children who havc reached the age of going to

JunlOr and seniol. SeCOndary schoo=s stil=ow. Co11ege
Students and qu種lified w。rkers wcre in sma= number; thcre

Were Very　塙w’ ¥’OCa血nal training schooIs. A rational

Strue[ure血s剛ye(庇en de(Cm血cd h)r the dcvelopmcnt of

t「aining.

3) Progr種m,映l b聞ks and sludy materials continued to

bc major r)Cnding issues. In `COmParison w白h lhe

rcquiremcnt ol、 prl)mOting personality and socio-CCOnOmic

developmen口hc contenl Or educalion and training is both
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overloaded and deficient (SOme PartS are tOO heavy)・ On the

other hand, the program failed to teach many subjects

essential for livelihood; many POints fa11ed to reflect to the

required extcnt the progress of the scientific and

technoIogical revolution; inf。rmatics has not been

櫨dequatcly introduccd in{o thC SChool, CSPeCia11y sccondary

and higher cducation cstablishments.

4) One maior shortcoming in the past period was lack of

mcasures to reform the cducation mcthod which is now the

most conservativc fact。r: the tcacher reads, the pupi=akes

note; main reliance is on n-emO「)- instead of皿nking, Study

is made in a passivじWay. Thcrc was a serious shortage of

school equipmen=O renOVate me mcthod o自eaching and

learning.

5) A11hough the role of malerial　船cilitics wilh regard to

the quality of education was viewcd in a more and more

T)「aCtical, and sound w種y’1he oull。Ok laggcd l‘ar bchind thc

requircments’CSPCC刷y a=he culTCn=imc ofcconomic crisis'

’IllCrC WaS a Serious shOrtage Or school buildings and teach-

ing imPIcments. I高r m種ny Classcs, tCaChing was givcn in

lhrec shirts/day. rcw scho。ls mc=he criteria as to school

hygicnc (imdequate lig両ng, Sh(一rtagC Of tablcs and bcnches

appropriatc f。r CCrlain r)ur)ils’agc)・ In some placcs・ tCSting

instruments werc not uscd and maintaincd in a proper way.

6) ’「cachel・S eIIC。uIlterCd great d皿iculties in mcir life

ilnd had to eng種gc iJ- Sidelincs to get suppIcmCntary

c種rnings. ’「cad「erS Ic「川1Cir _i(}b b)′　thOuSand each ycar.

Sc11OOI wcre short of tcns 。f th(冊ands ol、 pr王mary∴ educa心on

tcachcrs" Sccondary cdしICa↓ion’Which lて)rmerly had tcachcrs

in cxcess of requirc111entS’ nし)W began to leel a shortage.
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“Illere are a∴SurPlus of teachers of bioIogy and history while

those in a number of other su切ects (manual latx)町, VOCational

Orientation, muSic, Painting…) are in shortage. In recent times,

the improvemen=o teachers’professional standards has not

been well carried out, many amOng them were unable to meet

血e requirements of teaching with new text bcoks.

7) The State budget a11ocations for education were low.

Receipts from other sources (NGO, COmmunity) were also

limited. In many years, the budget distributions eammarked

for education by the National Assembly and the Govemment

failed to be餌Iy realized.

8) Many shortcomings existed in the organization and the

management of education in various links from planning,

SChool network arrangement to apparatus organization,

insp(如on, eXamination assessment, financial management and

SO R)u轟h.

:榔

Chapter IⅡ

RENOVATION OF EDUCATION

The past ten yearS (1986 - 1997) hold a special position

in the more than 50 years of peoPle’s power (1945 - 1997).

That is a period of renovation formally initiated by the

communist Party of Vietnan at its VIth Congress (耽cember

1986). The VII・h Congress (April 1991) put forward a new

program and a Strategy Of socio - eCOnOmic stabilization

and deve10Pment until the year 2000, maPPing out in broad

lines the palticular features Of socialism in Vietnam designed

to make血e people rich・ the country POWe血1・血e society

fair and civilized. The renOVation line is expressed by the

shift from the subsidy-based mechanism to the market

oriented one, the development Of an open multi-SeCtOr and

socialist - Oriented economy under State management. It has

brought the country tO a neW developmeut Stage.皿S is a

period of development Of education along the renovation line

(Which may also be called a peried of a恥stment Of the third

education reform).

The renovation cauSe began with the renovation of the

mode of thinking. In the same Vein fron- the end of 1986 a

renovation in the views on educatton Surged up・
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1・ Renovation of thinking on education1

1・ 1・ hobala′~CeS (CO所radictioI可

In the renovation current, education researchers and

SOCial forces undertook an analysis of the actual state of

educatton. They reached the conclusion that besides grcat

Significan( achievements’the education branch has to make

Clear to the whole society the imbalances (COntradictions)

Which constitute hindrances to工he developmcnt of

education and require a gradual solution. A川1a=ime (in

1987)・ the fo]lowing contradictions (imbalances) were pointed

a) Imbalance between the socio-eCOnOmic development

and the development of education; between the wish to serve

a rapid growth of cducation and the low investmen=n this

neld; between the need to increase school attendance and

the possibility of ensuring good qualjty for education;

between the intention to universalize at oncc secondary

general education in the whQle country and the implementation

COnditions.

b) Imbalance between the socio - eCOnOmic and the

education s血Cture, between the requirements of developing

labour and the training structure’betwecn training and

C‘) Wi皿n thc branch organization as we11 as in teaching

and leaming ac(ivities, increasing imbalances have surged up

and adversely affected 'he quality of education: imbalance

betwcen thc rcquiremenl of a11-rOund education and the

l. Phap Minh I互c. Contribution to thc Renovation of Tl-inkil-g about

Educa[ion. Education Publishing House, IIanoi 1994.
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strength and structure of the contingent of teachers;

between Physical and inte11ectual development; betweep the

tcaching of theory and that of practice and experimentation;

hctween pupils' know置edge and labour capabilities; between

(heir comprehension and capacity of action.

1.2. 7男e neW apprOaC/]

To resoIve the contradictions step by step, a neW apPrOaCh

to education is required in the first place.

a/ First, it is necessary to overcome the vision of cducation

only as a part of the ideoIogical - Cultural revolution. As a

matter of fact, education holds a position of paramount

importance in national develbpment. The education

development strategy is a part of the strategy at)Out man Which

holds a central position in the whole socio-eCdnomic誼ategy

of the country wherein man is regarded as血蛤Wect評語nd

the motive force of socio - eCOnOmic grow批廟的揮1甥1

cducation along with science and technGIo執軸s’be班

considered as a primordial State policy.‘

b/ Second, it is necessary to do away with the opjnion

regarding investment for education mcrely as a kind of

welfare fund to which one may allocate at will any amount

of money. Investment in education is inv?Stment in

development, being the fundamental investment in the sooio-

economic strategy. Subsequently, eSpeCially as from 1991

nnd since the ft)urlh Plinum of the Party (lentral Committee

(1993) the view has bccome clearcr and cducation is

rcgarded as part of thc socio - CCOnOmic infrastructure.

Accordingly investment in education muSt be the same as

that in communica[ions and post and tele-COmmunications.

Stress has bccn laid on the joint creation of investmcnt

SOurCeS by the State and the people.
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C/ Third, the renovation of education must start from the

school - the basic unit of the education system. The specific

COntent Of education (Ca11ed a=hat time the ‘`detcmination

of the character of the general sch601,) has a concrete

manifestation - the combination of study with production

(to teach and leam general knowledge with knowhow,

attitude towards labour). To prepare pupils ft)r PaI血cipation

in production activities by teaching them some ordinary

(COmmOn) trades and by introducing the career orientation

As pointed out by the Conference of Asian - Pacific

education specialists in 1990, in the present time, eVery

graduate of sehior secondary education must have three

lai§SeZ-PaSSerS: an aCademic laissez-PaSSer (Sufficient

general knowledge), a VOCationa=aissez-PaSSer and an
enterprise lai§SeZ-PaSSer. The guidance on secondary schooIs

in this direction was given in the decision by the Mihister

Of Education on ``The Oヰjectives and Plans for Teaching in

Junior Secondary SchooIs’’issued in 1985,and on “The

O切ectives and Plans for Teaching in the Senior Secondary

SchooIs’’issued in 1990. These documents provided for the

content of education comprising knowledge, lmowhows and

attitude. Cirricula and textbooks are to be set up accordingly.

d/ Fourth, the whole process of renovation of the thinking

on education must be stuck to the o旦iective of education,

namely, tO Shape and promote comprehensively personality’

to train men full of patriotism and the socialist ideals, imbued

with the fine traditions of the nation and the quintessence of

human culture, endowed with good health, mOral virtue and

good qualification in one trade (although there may be really

the subjcct of learning activities; the pupil along with the

OO

teacher should be the subject of teaching and learning

activities.

e/ Fifm, tO lay paI虹cular stress on the decisive role of the

teacher in the development of good education.

1.3・ G扉ding viewpoints on Jhe develap〃7ent Qf ed妬ation

In line with the renovation of the皿inking on education,

the Vang Tau Conference held in summer 1987 put ftward

lO guiding viewpoints:

- To clearly detemine the’rOle and position of education

in socialist construction and national defence.

- Education is a cause of the masses; SChooIs are

instruments of the people’s power.

- The education development plan is a part of the socio-

economic plan: tO malntaln, COnSOlidate, Stabilize, develop

education; tO PrOmOte Order狐d disciplines in teaching and

leaming, in schooIs and classes, and in the management of

education.

- To ensure quality and e節ectiveness both on a short - tem

and a long - term basis, tO take timely steps and go ahead of

times.

- To secure deveIopment by regions, tO aChieve universali-

Zation and upgrading, On a maSSive scale and with vanguard

units,

- To achieve comprehensive education, the pupil must

be good one and engage in good leaming.

- To adopt diversified flexible forms of schooIs and classes.
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ーThe teacher must be really good one, Carry Out gOOd

teaching; SChooIs and classes must be rea11y good ones.

- To strengthen scientHic research; tO boost the application

of scientific and technoIogical progress and of advanced

education experience.

一To renovate the management of education・

1.4.細yec卵C PrOgramS Qf acJion (1987 - 1990)

In keeping with the above-mentioned guiding viewpoints・

the general education branch has concentrated on the

unfolding of specific programs of action:

一To preserve, Stabilize’COnSOlidate and develop

education.

- To institutionalize the teaching o切ective and plan; tO

adjust the program; tO improve the school books; tO reStOre

disciplines in teaching and learhing・ in schooIs and classes.

- To concentrate on leading点Grade l, CyCle l’’・ As from

1987, the ``first cycle’’ school is separated from the junior'

secondary school, being ca11ed primary school; To

universalize primary educalion (in 1990, the Natiohal

Assembly put forward a national program for eradication of

illiteracy and血versalization of primary education; in 1991

the Ministry of Education advanced a program of

education for everybody to be carried out in 1991 - 2000)・ To

a句ust some textbooks; tO aC血eve step by step good primary

education.

- To muster a significant force to unfold a “headway drive’’

by broadening selected classes・ SPeCialized classes・

specialized schooIs (a specialized senior secondary school for
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each province, a SPeCialized junior secondary school for each

di s巾Ct).

- To diversify, SOCialize and democratize education;

particularly, the various forms of school and education

management.

1.5. PrQ佃Sio〃al JeC励ical cznd voca/ioIlal rraining

sc/!00応　and higI!er Cd〃Cation cs/ablishmeI融

In summer 1987 (at the Nha Trang Conference), the higher

and vocational education branchl advocated the creation of a

new stnlCture:

To create a rational investment structure for this system;

to renovate its management mechanism; tO improve the

content and method of teaching and learhing∴mis policy has

been implemented with major measures as follows:

- To reso】ve a number ofpressing issues in order to achieve

Stability in the branch;

- To st「engthen the political and idcoIogical education work;

- To rcorganize the network of ]ong-term COnCentrated

training in[O One mee[ing the criterium of quality;

- To organize and broaden various forms of tra血ng;

l. Prior to 1987. there were in Vietnam four services in chargeofeducation:

(l) Ministry of Education. (2) Ministry of Higher Education and Secondary
Vocation al Educa[ion. (3) Commiしtee for the Protection of Mothers and Children

(4) General Del)ar血Cnt Of Vocational Training. As from January 1987 there

were two ministries高伍nistry of Education ( 1 +3), Ministry of Higher蘭ucaしion,

Seco陣dary Vocational Education and Training (l+4)" In.Apri1 1990・ these

services were merged into the Ministry of Education and Training.
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- To continue to detem血e血e specific training targets

for each branch of study, tO eStablish a new list of branches

and trades for college training on a wide scale;

- To refom the training content in a　``basic, mOdem and

Vietnamese-1ike” direction. To undertake a pilot case of

organizing training units. In a number of fields of college

traiping, the training will be organized in two stages;

- Post-graduates will be tralned mainly in the country;

- To standardize and synchronize the contingent of

teaching cadres;

一To boost scientific reseach and production;

- To achieve a centralized management mechanism with

a rational distribution of powers, tO rearrange the school

network, and to carry out a mechanism of contracts between

schooIs and any party which has training requirements.

These policies have found concrete mahifestations jn three

programs of the higher education and vocationa=raining
branch:

Program I: To reform the higher education and

vocational training: tO OPen Various forms of school, tO
いsoften・・ the training process, tO Create education un正s’tO

work out a mechanism of conversion.

Program H: TQ Carry Out SCientific rescarch and

production, tO improve the material and ‘tCChnological

COnditions of training.

Program lH: To build a contingent of teachers and

managerial officials.

う4

2. A new landmark

2.1. The fourth Plenum of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of Vietnam was a new landmark in the

development of education in Vietnam. It was the first

Central Party Plenum in the history of the CPV to issue a

SPeCific Resolution “on the continued renovation of

educalion and training’’(1993) in accordance with four

guiding viewpoints:

一Education and training constitute a primordial national

POlicy, a mOtive force, a fundamental condition to ensure

the achievement of the socio-eCOnOmic o切ectives of national

COnStruCtion and defence. Investment in education is to be

regarded as a main orientation of investment for development.

- The objeclive is to raise lhe people’s inte11ectual

Standard, tO train human resources, tO foster talents, tO

train cultivated and highly qualified people. To broaden the

SCale while raising the quality and effectiveness of

education, tO link study with practice, CaPability with moral

quality.

- To maintain dose connections with the requirements

Of national development and the progressive trend of the

正mes.

- To diversify the forms of training; tO aChieve“social

justice in cducation.

2,2. Regarding the o旦iectives of education and maining,

thc following three developmen丁objectives are clearly

distinguished:

- The o巾ective of maCrO-development: tO raise the people’s

intellectual standard, tO train human resources, tO ft)Ster
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talent, that is, tO Create an intellectual foundation, tO prePare

a new generation of labourers having a higher standard’With’

at the head, a COntingent of talented people, and to achieve

SOCial justice.

- The objective of micro-development of personality:

people with a high intellectual development・ Who are`

physically strong’ SPiritually abundant, mOrally pure, and

have great working ability and socio-POlitical dynamism.

一Specific opectives of development: eradication of

i11iteracy, universalization of primary education, PrOmOtion

of a new form of secondary education’eXPanSion of college

and post-graduate education, building of a system of high

quality centres for education.

The viewpoints and o申jectives expounded above are based

on three fundamental concepts as follows:

一斑Jman畑ctor: Among the factors of socio-eCOnOmic

development the human factor holds a central・ determining

position, eSPeCially_at the present juncture when intelligence

and moral quality have asserted their determining role to the

point of being considered as a power above all others and a

measure of a11 values.

- HIlman development‥　Although man and human

society exist as natural entities’the human factor does not

come into existence by itself, but has to be created; likewise’

the central, determining role of the human factor is a creation

of man. Thereft)re, the a餌rmation of the position and role of

the human factor requires another concept - human

development. After birth, man muSt be developed through

education (in the broad sense of the word comprising

sclf-education, SChool and extra-SChool education’regular

36

and irregular education, life-1ong education, an education

achieved through his activities and his exchanges. Human

development has become a more and more important

Criterium in the classification of countries in the world.

- H祐man reSOL/rCeS: The human factor must be

developed continuously , it is not only a resource in itself,

but a source of resources (material, financial…). Human

resources are the first fund which, a10ng With the financial

CaPital, engenders socio-eCOnOmic development. ``A10ng

With the creation of material and financial resources and to

bring them into play, the most important皿ng now is to

increase the forces of the Vietnamese man and to create a

new labour capability, muCh higher than in血e past’’l.

3. Resu看書s

Thanks to the renovation line which has brought the

development of the country into a new period, and thanks to

the education renovation policy, the education and tra血ng

WOrk has made progress in the past period (1987 - 1996).

General assessments of these achievements and the

Subsequent work are done here. Data and tables on each cycle

Of education wi11 be expounded in the following chapters.

T帰e ac心允1′帥α重め

a/ Generally speaking, the disintegration of schooIs and

Classes, job quitting by teachers and class abandoning by

r)uPils have been stopped. The education system has been

COnSOlidated and has begun to develop.

1 ・ “To continue to renovate education and training”, Resolution of the four血

PIenum of the CPV Central Committee, National Politics Publishing House,

量う紬oi, 1993.
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b/ Literacy and pos皿eracy classes and primary schoo書s

have been opened in remote places・ mOSt付white points’’w皿

regard to education have been liquidated. SchooIs and classes

are opened everywhere in diversified forms: family

nurscries, Private infant schooIs・ a11 - day primary classes,

evening class centres・ VOCational centres・ flexible classes to

universalize primary cducation, eVening literacy classes’“B

network・,1 classes in junior secondary and private and

semi-Private senior secondary schooIs・ Private colleges・ OPCn

university, Su匝CトOriented schooIs and specialized schooIs...

All these establishments are included in a nationwide

system of education institutionalized in Decree No 90/CP

dated November 24, 1993. With the present education

system and content, Vietnam actua11y has a fairly

comprehensive popular education.

c/ The number of pupils has stopped dec皿ng and begun

to increase. There is a marked reduction in the number of

class-rePeating pupils and of drop-OutS.

Figure 2. PercenJage Q声やeaJers and d′quOZ‘tS

Repeater§(%ofthetotal numberofpupiis) ���Drop-OutS(%oftotal 

numberofpupils) 

1989-90 �1992-93 �1993-94 �1989-90 �1992-93 �1993-94 

Primaryschool �12.7 �7.9 �6.18 �10.6 �9.4 �6.18 

Junior SeCOndaリ schooIs ��2,6 �3 ��16.1 �2.52 

Senio「 SeCOndary sdlOOIs ��1.2 �L11 ��14.4 �4.14 

1. In the beginning, this network is intended for studciltS Who had t。 Pay

sch○○l健e.
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Over the past five years (1991-1995) nearly l.5　million

il○iterates attended classes; OVer l million school-age Children

Who had not gone to schooI or who had abandoned study

Were admitted into schooIs.

d/ Education in ethnic minority areas has been de¥′eloped.

Studies of the education for these areas have been carried out,

and a prelimjnary orientation has been defined with regard

to children of Khmer, Cham, Hmong and other‘ ethnic groups

in mountainous虹eas. A system of new boarding schooIs for

ethnic minority pupils has been built; in many places, they

are the most beauti餌buildings of the locality: 5 ceI置tra11y-

mn schooIs, 38 provincial ones; a number of district schooIs

have begun to be built, in a number of communes, there are

half - boarding schooIs for children of ethnic血nority groups.

The number of ethnic pupils at boarding schooIs has increased

five- tO SeVen-ft)ld.

e/ Socialization of education has enabled everybody to be

invoIved in this work. This policy ha8 been widely unfolded

by the trade unions at various echelons of the education

branch, in coordination with schooIs, education management

boards and various branches under the leadership of the Party

Committees and administrative bodies. Congresses on

Education have been held in about 3/4 of the　=,OOO

COmmuneS all over the country and in various districts.

丁hrough these congresses, coOrdination has been strength-

ened’between school, SOCiety (皿e Party, the administration,

mass organizations, and various branches…) and finily; the

education environment has been markedly improved and

favourable conditions created for the good education of

Children.The sense of co-reSPOnSibility between the

COntingent of teachers and other education for∞S has been
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established. Thanks to the socialization of education, the

school has t)eCOme mOre democratic. In some com-

munes or districts, PeOPle’s contribution to education is

equal to or greater than the funds earmaked for this purpose

from the State budget.

f/Withregard to the quality of education, there is a

COntinued polarization (SOme SChooIs are very gOod, Others

are very bad. The gap between them is enlarging)・ However,

On the whole, there is some improvement which is most

Clearly seen ln Pnmary education.

The percentage of fair and good pupils has increased

from 3 - 5% to over lO -12%. The successful participants in

national competitions of good pupils arc morc numerous.

Pupils have received prizes at international competitions at

the same rate as before. There is a marked increase in the

number of pupils who attend courses of foreign languages

and informatics.

Much attention has been paid to moral education;

discipline is observed much more strictly; On the whole, the

SChool environment has remained healthy. It is noteworthy

that now pupils and students are more dynamic, and get

adapted to new developments more rapidly and creatively.

These are the results of the renovation line, and also a part

Of the achievements recorded in 50 years of development of

education and training. They are due to the efforでS Of

teachers, the Party, the people and tens of mi11ions of

Students.

However, many PrOblems of education and traihing are

Sti11 a matter of concern. Natjonal independence and

SOCialism depend to a great extent on the results and

effectiveness of education in the forthcoming years. In皿s
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line of thought, OutStanding concem is focused on e皿cal

education and vocational training.

Broadly speaking,皿S is a concem about the o切ective and

content oI education, both at school and at home. Family

education stands now a problem.

The scale of values in, SOCiety, eSPeCially among the

youth and students, is being uptumed・ Some people are

speaking of a crisis, Of individualist and pragmatistic

tendencies and rush for moneyl; Social ideals rank low in the

scaleof values. The problem is that at a time of m雀jor

socio-eCOnOmic changes, attention is not du11y paid to the

orientation of social values2. In addition, VOCational

education is not much developed, its content is backward;

graduated pupils and students are not welトprePared enough

to takc up a profession, and do not meet the requirements of

technoIogical labour, eSPeCially in joint-VentureS Or

foreign cnte呼rises・ This situation is likely to tum a part of

the youth into people who only wish to eam a living as

hired labourcrs and who will gradually become “a new type

of slaves,,. To care for educ‘ation today is to care for the餌ure

Of the nation.

In an overall approach, the project on education and

manpower vIE 89/022 sponsored by UNDP and carried out

by UNESCO in coordination with the M血stry of Education

and Training between 1991 and 1992 3 has reached a

conclusion about the existence of seven hard problems:

1. Ph坤l Minh Hac. Mal- aS aPI.oblem ofthe Renovation・ Hanoi, 1994

2・ Phqun Minh Hac. To Orientate Social Values・ tO Strengしhcn Moral

Educaしion. Nh包n D餌, Apri1 20, 1996.

3. The author of this book has been appointed by the GQVernment aS

lnatlage宣・ Of血is prq) eCし
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- The inadequacy of education and tra血ng with regard

to society in the pe血Od of rmsition;

- Ineffective utilization of economic resources for

education and training;

- Quantitative and qualitative decline in all cycles of

leaming ;

- Weak liaison of techno10gical and vooational training

With production and emp10yment;

一Inadequate supply of resources to co11ege education,

inappropriate network of collcge cducation, WCak liaison

between research, PrOduction and utilization;

一Wcakness and di綿culties of the contingent of teachers;

一Inappropriate system of organization, managemCnt and

legislation in education and tra血ng;

’Over the recent years, Vietnam has managed to overcome

Partly these shortcomings. It is advisable now to continue

POndering over these seven conclusions;

Below, eSPeCially in Chapter XI, We Will speak of the way

to continue dealing with the hard problems which have been

just mentioned・
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Chapter IV

THE PRESENT EDJCATION SYSTEM AND ITS

MANAGEMENT

1. The education system

d Level5 Qf cd!/Ca/ioI!

On November 24, 1993, the Vietnamese Prime Minister

Signed a Decree on the Vietnamese education system

COmPrising alI education establishments from creches to

POSトgraduate level. Placed under unified state management,

this system includes:

- “Young Shoot’’education (Pre-SChool education):

CreChes and infant schooIs;

- Primary education;

- Secondary education: junior and senior secondary education;

-　Vocational education: Craft-teaChing schooIs and

SeCOndary voca(ional schooIs;

- Higher education: COl]eges and universities;

- Posトgraduate level‥ maSter’s degree and doctor’s degree.
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b/ School age and d研ation Qf counes at eac/I grade

The national education system gives now teaching to

atrout 21 million people, (the population of the country is 76

mi11ion) including children from three months to 24 years of

age and above.

- Kindergartens admit children from 3 to 36 months of age;

- II庇mt schooIs admit children from 36 to 72 months of age;

一Primary schooIs admit children from 6 years of age

calculated according to the year of birth. Grade =s the first

grade of primary education which comprises five grades

(grades l-5);

一Juhior secondary schooIs admit children from the age of

l l and comprises four grades (grades 6-9)

- Senior secondary schooIs admit children from the age

Of 15 and comprises three grades (grades lO-12).

Gifted children may be admitted into primary or

SeCOndary schooIs before the specified age at the

recommendation of a special council (Set uP by the head of

the district education department).

- For craft-teaChing, there are short-term COurSeS (duration:

3-12 months) and long-term OneS (duration: 1-2 years),

SeCOndary vooational schooIs (duration of study: 3-4 years).

The minimum requirement for admission into the short-term

COurSeS is graduation from primary school, a long-term COurSe:

graduation from junior secondary school; and thal for

SeCOndary vocational schooIs: graduation from junior

SeCOndary school. The duration of the courses of study is 3

years for vocational schooIs, 3　years for colleges, 4 to 6

years for univcrsities.

44

The requirement for admission is graduation from

secondary general, Or SeCOndary vocational school.

- To get the M.A. degrce’the candidate should have

graduated from a血versity; the durati。n Of study is 2 years.

- For the d∝tor,§ degree, the duration of study is 34 years or

mOre.

2. Forms of schooIs and classes

There are the fo11owing forms of school:

a/ Pl`blic school: Organized and managed by the State

which makes investments in its material facilities and provides

for standing expenditures.

b/ Semi-pZ‘blic school: Organized and managed by the

State; the school eqjoys financial autonomy, and are to see by

themselves to all receipts and expenses"

c/ Commz/nity二句unded school: Organized by social

organizations having judicial personality; the social

organizations are responsible for management・ make

inv坤mentS in material faci皿es and see by themselves to

all receipts and expenses.

The social organizations having judicial personality are

al10WCd to open schoo量s at all echelons if they meet the

COnditions stipulated by the State.

d/ Privale JCI己00l.・ Organized and managed by

individuals who make investments in material facilities and

See by themselves to all receipts and expenSeS.

Individuals are allowed to open待young shoot’’, VOOational

and senior secondary schooIs and higher education

establishments.
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Figure 3. S伽C加re qr砺e Nαional ELca肩on fys/e肋

α〃der Decree 90/CP俄かed Nbt,ember 24 I993
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州Imbe「 of挑加00応誼的e comtけ

SchooIs are not necessarily to be organizcd separately, but

may include severa=evels of study. For instance, SOme

Primary schooIs are orgahized separatcly (gradcs l-5); O皿crs

are included in junior sec。ndary schooIs (gradcs l-9); SOme

Jun10r SeCOndary schooIs are organized separately

(grades 6-9), Others are included in sehior secondary schooIs

(grades 6-12); SOme Senior secondary schooIs are organized

SeParately (grades lO-12), Othcrs are included in

establishments of higher education and so forth. Taking

SChooIs as units excluding nurseries, CreChes, infant classes),

the Vietnamese national education system possesses a

network of schooIs extending to the whole country and

including:

- 5062 creches and 32,669 nurscrics;

- 11,683 primary schooIs;

- 2,093 juhior secondary schooIs (grades l-9)

- 5,900 junior secondary schooIs (grades 6-9)

- 701 intergrade secondary schooIs (grades 6-12)

- 644 senior secondary schooIs (grades lO-12)

- 48 Centra] and provincial boarding secondary schooIs

for ethhic minority pupils

- 170 district boarding secondary schooIs for ethnic m主

nority pupils

- 7213 infant schooIs and 66, 890 infant classes

- 253 secondary vocational schooIs
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_ 320 centres for labour education, VOCational orientation

and craft-teaChing

- 174 craft-teaChing schooIs

- 46 ju血o「 colleges

- 55 universities and co11eges (not counting the schooIs of

the Amy and of the Homc Ministry): 2 National Universities,

3 regional universities, 38 co11eges・ 8 private colleges’

3 pre-COllege est.ablishments for ethnic minority students.

3. The present management of education

The management of education in Vietnam is assigned to

different echelons as follows:

a/ The Central Committee and the Politbureau of the

Communist Party of Vietnam decide the line and strategic

orientation for education∴For instance, in 1979 the IV-h

Political Bureau issued Resolution NO14 0n the reform of

education; in 1993, the VII[h Party Central Committee issued

Resolution NO4 on the　点Continued renovation of education

and training・・; reCently in December 1996’the VⅡIln Party

Central Committee issued Resolution NO2 on the ’`strategic

orientation of education development in the industrialization

and modemization period and the immediate tasks until the

ye祉2000●’・

b/ The National Assembly promu]gates the laws on

education. Il also takes decisions on the budget and m牟ior

programs. For instance, in 1990, it decided the program Of

eradication of illiteracy and universa量ization of primary

education: in 1991 it promulgaしed the Law on the

univcrsalization of primary education; in Apri=997・ it heard

a g(臆)Vermnent rePOrt about the draf=ノaW On education.
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c/ The Govcmment is responsible for the management

of education. It issued resolutions and dircctives on

specific policies IO rCalize thc Resolu{ions of thc Party

Central Commit(Ce and Politbureau, and thC National

AsseI丁1bly, (for insしanCe, thc Decree on thc organization・

apparatus, functions and [asks of the Ministry of Education

and Tra血ng or lhc Decree on thc national cducation systcm・

etc.). “rhc Prime Minister issues decisions on the creation

and disbandment of higher education establishments. In 1989,

the Govemment set up the National Commi(tec reSPonSible

for the imPlementation of the program of illiteracy eradication

and univc「salization of primary education. ’lhc Committee

included the representatives of l l ministrics・ branches・ and

mass orgahizations (PeaSantS, womcn’s, yOuth)・ The Prime

Minister set up the Council of Acadcmie Deg「CeS Chaired

by the Minister of Education and “l‘ra血ng and responSit)le

for awarding academic degrees (associate profcssor and

profcssor) in the whole country; this C・うunCi量indudes some

vice-minis(erS, the Deputy Dircctor o白he National Centre of

Science and a numbe「 of scientists. It is cntrustcd with thc

taiks of management, COOrdination and consultation on maCrO‾

strategic issues relevan=o educati(一n and training.

d/ The National Educalion Council esぬblished in 1997 is

Placed directly under the P正me Minister.

e/ ・rhere are inler-ministerial documents on education

managemenl: documents joinlly issued by thc Ministry of

Finance and the Ministry of Education and Training;

documents jointly issued by the Ministry of Planning and

Investment and the Ministry of Education and Training;
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documen[S jointly issucd by the GovemmenしOrganization

Depam-ent an‘=hC N伍血ry of Education and Tra上ning; for

illStanCC, the inter-ministerial Circular issued by the

Ministr), O[ Hna重ICe and thc Ministry of Education and

’rraining on amual budgcl al】ocalions; the inler-n血isterial

Circular issued by伍o Ministry of Education and Training

and the Govcmmcnt Organization Depanment on the staffed

Of cducation and training pcrsonncl.

f/ me Mi血stry ofEducution and Training is the main body

in charge of edueation and traihing in thc whole country.

* mc Mihistry has an apparatus stipula(ed by the Prime

Minister and including:

- The Omce o自hc Minislry;

- Gcneral departments‥　Department of Finance Planning,

Department of Organizalion and Persomel’ Department of

InternationaI Re]ations, Department of Science and
’「edlnO重ogy ;

- Dcpartments resr)OnS圃e for sr)eCific b「anches of study:

Department Of “Y。ung ShOOt’’Education, Dcpartment Of

P「imary Educati。n’Departmcnt of Sec。ndary Education,

Department 。r Secondary Vocational Educalion and

Cra重、t-丁caching, DeparmCnt Or PermanCnl [iducation,

Depar(ment高批ghcr Education, Deparlmcnt of Post|

graduate Sludics:

- Educali。n inspcction.

* The Minis(ry of Education and Training assumcs un摘ed

State managemenl O自he∴C(うucation sys(em through the

買凧IWing巾nclio重IS:

圏

ー　To issue directives, Circulars, StatuteS, guiding

instructions for the implementation of the related Laws and

Ordinance of the National Assembly, the Degrees and

Decisions of the Govemment;

- ’ro work out annual and five-year Plans of education

development;

- To work out in co巾unction with the ministries

COnCemed amual education budgets for submission to the

Govemment which in tum will submit them to the National

Assembly for decision;

- To study the education science, eSPeCia11y its application

in schooIs;

- To concretize objectives of education and training

accor-ding to the timing and programs of all the education

and training disciplines, tO draft and put into circu量ation text

books (mainly for the primary and secondary education,

Partly for co11ege education, SeCOndary vocational educa-

tion and craft-traihing);

一To promulgate criteria on the training level, SChool build-

ings, and schooI cquipment;

- To carry out conlrol and valuation, tO PrOmulgate the

ruIcs on graduation exan血ations for various grades of

leaming and on the enr。1血ent CXaminations oJ universities

and colleges, tO take a dirccI part in the orgahizati。n Of the

graduation examinations for senior secondary educatioIl;

- To caITy Out education inspections;

- 「rO maintain intcrn種tional relations in education and

trainirlg.
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Figure 4. Scheme qf!he o′官anization mchineIy Qf /he

Minis叫び嵐かca房on and乃aining
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Ma〃型「e調伽t O白描0りS leve応扉educ徴初動

- Wi(h regard to “young shoot‘’, Primary and secondary

education, the Ministry of Education and Training confines

itsclf to promulgating documents on o切CCtives, r)lans of

education and training, PrOgramS, handbooks, inspection,

examinations.

- With regard to vocational and craft-teaChing schooIs,

the M血stry of Education and Tra血ng makes put)lic the lists

of crafts to be trained, the programs, the criteria for appraisal;

It also carries out inspection work・ In other fields such as

PerSOnnel, finance, Organization, etC. the schooIs are under

the direct management of the provincial and district people’s

committees, enterPrises, COrPOrations, Other ministries and

localities.

- With regard to the establishments of higher education, the

Ministry of Education and Training a§SumeS Only the direct

management (as to personnel, financial and technical issues)

of the tcachers’training schooIs for music and painting,

gymnastics and sports’teChnoIogy. Other teachers’traihing

schooIs are directly placed under provincial and municipal

authori ties.

- The Ministry of Education and Traihing directly assumes

a11-rOund management with regard to the fo11owing colleges

and universities:

+ Two nationa] universities in Hanoi and H6 Chi Mi血City.

+ T-uee regional universities in Th征Nguyen, Hug, Da N証g・

. +　A number of other colleges: Hanoi University of

TechnoIogy, Hanoi National Economy College, Can Tho

Univcrsity, Hanoi Univusily顔Foreign Langunges, 1Tade COllege,

Hami 0pen University, H6 Chi Minh City Open UIlivcrsity...

53



+ International post-graduate schoo置s (AIT CV, CFGV,

SAV...).

The 25 rema皿ng COlleges are under the management Of

other m血stries: for instahce, the Hanoi Medical College is

under the management of the Ministry of Health; the College of

Culture and the Hanoi Couse「vatoire are under the management

Of the Ministry of Culture and Information; the Water

Conservancy College is under the management of血ほ　M血stry

of Agriculture and Rural Development; The College of

Gymnastics and Sports is under　肌e management of the

General Deparment Of Gymnastics and Sports.

F珊紬d女l紬d舶OnHdの紬βg伽重e乃t

The Ministry of Education and Training assumes the

direct financial and personnel management of:

- The o鯖ces in the apparatus of the Ministry of Education

and Training

- The schooIs under its direct authority

置The national programs (PrOgram Of construction of

boarding schooIs ft)r ethnic minorities, Program Of upgrading

the teacher training schooIs) and intemational cooperation

PrOgramS (the WB program of primary education, the
Japanese ODA programs...)・

g. Al=eachers, aSSOCiate professors and professors are
members of the Vietnan education trade uhion which has

Organizations in all schooIs, districts, ProVinces, Cities. The

representatives of the trade union are members of various

councils from schooIs to other echelons. Besides, there are

C皿dren’s organization, H6 Chi Mi血Pioneers’Organisation,

H6 Chi Minh Commuhist Youth Union and Commuhist Party

Of Vietnam.

糾

Chapter V

PRE-SCHOOL EDJCATION

(CRECHES INFANT SCH0OLS)

1. Outlined history and present deveIopment of血e problen

Prior to 1945, under the French coIonization, there was

no pre-SChool education in Vietnam. In the whole country

there was only a couple of charitable orphanages.

After the August Revolution, Pre-SChool education

developed, though admidst multiple difficulties. New socia]

motive forces spurred up曲S grOWth: the permanent concem

Of the Sta†e f。r the education of childrenl, the juridical

affirmation of equality between sexes, the steps taken to

1. The ‘′iewpoints and poIicies on the protcctiol一・ Care and educalion for

children are men[ioned in many State doouments, eSPeCially the Constitution

(1946, 1980 and 1992). the Law onMarriageand Fanily (1959-1987) and the
OrdillanCe Of thc National ^ssembly’s Standing Committee on the protection,

care for, and education ofchildren (1979), and the I允WOn Fhotection, Care and

Education for children (1 99 1 ).
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encourage and enable both urban and rural women tO take

part in production and social activities.

Right from the start’reSPOnSibility for organizing and

managing infant schooIs admitting c皿dren from 3 to 6 years

of age waS entruSted to the Ministry of National Education.

creches admitting c皿dren from O to 3 years of age were

made at firs"he responsibility ofthe Ministry of Social Relief,

and, a few years later’Of the Vietnam Women,s Union with

the technical guidance of the Ministry of Health. In 1962’

the Central Board for the Protection of Mothers and C皿dren

was set up with Prime Minister Ph叩V狐D6ng as chairman.

In 1971 this board was tumed into the Commission for the

protection of Mothers and Children’a ministerial-rank body

responsible for the training of nurses and creche managerS.

After the merger in 1987 of the Commission for the

protection of Mothers and Children into the Ministry of

Education, the care for and education of pre-SChool-age

c皿dren was unified into a single link - the白young shoot’’

education, the body entrusted with the direct management Of

this branch was the Department for the Protection and

Education of Children under the Ministry of Education. In

1990 this Department became the `・Young Shoot’’Department

in the Ministry of Education and Training・ In 1989 the

Govemment Set uP the Commission of Child Care’Chaired

by a deputy Prime Ministerl and as from 1991 a m血Ster WaS

appointed chaiman of the Commission.

of this book in his

capacity as Minister of Education was appointed vice-Chaiman・

隻;

1.When thisCommission was set uP・ the author

Right in the years of the Vietnam-US war, the Prime

Minister issued a Directive (August 12, 1966) which stated:
“Greater attention is now being pald to the work of creches

and infant schooIs in order to protect　血e life and health of

Children, and create favourable conditions for women to

assume heavier and heavier tasks in the struggle against US

aggression for nation salvation’’. In 1968-1969, the infant

SChooIs in the North were attended by 514,000 children

(27.3% of those in the relevant age - bracket). In the South,

after the liberation and reunification of the country in 1975,

CreChes and infant schooIs began to be set up (figures 5a,

5b)l. To uniyersalize primary education in the conditions of

a limited budget, Priority was given to infant classes for

5-yea手01d children.

Figure 5a. Develapmen/げcI桝he§

Schoolyear �Numberof �Numberofnurses �Numberofcreches 
children ��andnur§eries 

1971 �561,123 �72,142 �37,314 

1975 �530,810 �78,390 �33,040 

1980 �1,246,473 �167,820 �46,763 

1985 �賞,157,684 �160,378 �41,977 

1986 �1,127,831 �157,964 �40,597 

1989-1990 �633,919 �101,246 �13,348 

19飢)-1991 �343,987 

l. According to the statistics of the Millistry of Education (1986) and the
Ministry ofEducation and丑aining (1996).
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Figure 5b. Devekyment qr j′殉職白chooIs

Schoolyear �Sぐhool �Class �npil �Te種cher 

1986-1987 �6,117 �61,750 �l,768,938 �76,059 

1987-1988 �6,329 �63,761 �l,851,597 �80,307 

1988-1989 �6,696 �63,027 �1,801,806 �180,085 

1989-1990 �6,565 �58,801 �1,607,888 �75,093 

1900-1991 �6,642 �56,307 �1,495,403 �71,951 

1991-1992 �6,866 �56,393 �1,493,583 �7l,80う 

1992-1993 �6,806 �56,763 �l,538,882 �69,619 

1993-1994 �6,870 �59,497 �l,659,247 �65,691 

1994-1995 �6,659 �62,861 �1,777,032 �71,749 

1995-1996 �7,213 �68,800 �1,931,611 �73,034 

2. Ta§ks, Objectives, PrOgramS Of pre-SChool education

a/ ln 1990, the Ministry of Education issued the document
高O旦iectives and p-ans of pre-SChool education’’stipulating tha†

pre-SChool education had the task of:

- Securing an al上round development of the children below

Six ye狐S Of age;

- Fu血Shing parents with scientific knowledge of children’s

education;

- Achieving a close cooperation with families in caring

for and educating children.

紘生′ 。上手・申(t言上　仁一言争∴

b/ O切ectives of education

To shape in children the first elements of human

PerSOnality:

- Good health, Vivacity, harmonious and balanced

Physical growth;

- Affection, Car and assisstance for their cIose people

(parents, fricnds, tCaChers…); Sincerity, POliteness, boldness,

natural manners;

- Love for the beautiful, PreSerVation of the beautiful, and

Wish to create beautiful皿ngs in their surroundings;

- Inte11igence, thirst for knowledge, reSearCh and

discovery, POSSeSSion of elementary Skills (Observation,

COmParison, analysis, Synthesis, deduction, etC.) required for

Sludies in general schooIs; liking to go to school.

C/ Guiding principles f。r the elaboration of education

P「°gramS and methods

“Young shoot’’ cducation must achieve thc o切ective of

r)rOmOting initial elements of the personality of a Vietnamese

eitizen, refrain from any imposition or constraint, Show Iove

f。r Children and rcspec=heir personality, take the mother-

daughtcr-1ike sentiments between nurses and children as a

decisive factor.

To organize children’s life and activities in keeping

With the characteristics of each age bracket, tO aChieve a

11a「mOnious combination between care, maintenance and

education so as to secure an a11-rOund development of

Children.

To combine initial health care steps, tO Create OVeral1

59



factors exercising an integrated effect on children’s health,

to grasp the direction of disease prevention an timely

treatment for children, tO aChieve a rational regime of living

nutrition for each age bracket.

To make al=he tcaching measures an integrated system

to give impacts the all-rOund personality of children thrOugh

light education fomS, tO regard contacts with things, tOyS

and games as a fundamental way to promote children’s

PCrSOnality.

1l「e COmbine group education with individual education,

especially with regard to small children.

To guide children to join the social reality of adults,

national and world cultures.

To combine children’s maintenance and education in

CreChes and infant schooIs with care and education in family.

The contents of chiIdren’s education in creches and infant

SChooIs include:

- Pers()nal hygiene and care, CnVironmental hygiene;

- Follow-uP and protection of health, Physical education;

- Education about movements and sensations;

- Dcvelopment of languagc and approach to literature;

- Observation of the surroundings envi「onment (natural

and social);

- Musical education, ry章hmic movcments;

- Shaping of elementary symboIs of mathematics;

- Moral education, Shaping of personality features;

圏

3. Forms of creches and infant schooIs

a. Regz/ar jZ)rmS

- Creches admit children from 3 to 36 months of age

The children are divided into groups according to the

number of months of age and usually ca喜led according to

the diet: 3-13-mOnth-Old group (flour-fed group), 13-18

month-Old group (SOuPrfed group), 19-24-mOnth-Old group

(Weトboiled rice-fed group), 25-36-mOnth-Old group (ricerfed

group). In the feeding of 3-13-mOnth-Old children, importance

COntinues to be attached to milk, eSPeCially the mother’s milk.

Creches exist in many forms:

+ A臣day creches: OPerating about lO hours∴a day from

the a∬ival of the c皿dren in the mor血ng to their going home

in the aflernoon. The children take lunch and a nap in the

CreChes.

+ Two-Shift creches: mOming and afternoon shifts; the

ParentS take their children home at midday.

+ One-Shifl creches.

+ Season creches in rural areas, OPerating only at a

Pa面cular time of year when the families have to concentrate

On PrOducti(ln.

+ Child-keeping groups admitting different age-brackets

Where there are few children (governmental offices, remOte

areas).

- Infant schooIs

Infant schoo書s admit children from 3 to 5 years of age
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Children are divided into groups according to their ages:

smal=nfant groups (3 years old), medium-age infant groups

(4 years old), elder iI血nt groups (5 years old).

Infant schooIs also havc pattems similar to creches: those

which operate all day, in two shifts’in one shift, aCCOrding

to labour shifts, Or tO SeaSOnS.

_ Combined creches-infant schooIs

They attcnd to the education of c皿drent from 3 months to

5 years of age. The children are divided into groups in

accordance with their ages like in creches and infant schooIs.

The children are cared for and educated in keeping with

the gcneral stipulations for each age-bracket.

- Infant classes for 5-year-Old c皿dren

These are classes reserved for 5-year-Old children who

have not attended infant groups for small and medium - age

children. The purpose is to prepare the attenders for easy

adaptation to future studies in form l"

Infant classes for 5-year-Old children may be organized

separately or in an infant school according to a minimum

program of 26 weeks (Since 1990) or 36 weeks (Since 1991)

as stipulated by the Ministry of Education.

b. hreg[/larゆrn鳩

+ Family child-keeping groups

These are child-keeping groups for children below　6

years of age, Organized in a family according to a mode agreed

upon between the child-minder and the fan車ly sending

Children there.

+ Infant groups attended by children from 3 to 5 years of
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age who do not go to infant schooIs. Those groups are to

make it possiblc for c皿dren to take par=n guided activities,

enlarge their mutual relations, SPur their growth and preparc

for thcir admission into comprchensivc schooIs.

Depending on specific conditions, the infant groups may

carry out permanent activities all the ycar round, tWice a week’

each time for no more than 2 hours; during the summer

holidays of comprehensive schooI pupils (June, July, August),

there may be a greater number of sittings. The content of

education may include da叩es, SOngS, drawing, StOry-telling・

poem - reCiting, folk games’ Study games・ rOmenades・

excursions, gameS tO get aCCuStOmed to the surroundings.

This content is selected from the programs of caring for and

educating c皿dren in infant schooIs"

+ Short-term infant classes for 5-year-Old children

These classes, Which have the same pu呼ose as the infant

classes for 5-year-Old children mentioned above, are reSerVed

for the children whose families do not want, Or CannOt afford

to send them to school on a daily basis.

The classes operate two or仙ee times a week: eaCh sitting

is not to exceed 150 minutes; the minimum number of sittings

in36.

4. Other programs of care and education重br children

In addition to the above-mentioned program of c皿d

education in creches, infant classes and schooIs’Other

programs are being unfolded in society under the sponsorship

of the Commission for the ProleCtion of Children, aCting

incoordination w皿thc Ministry of Hea賞th, the Ministry of

Education and Training, and other branches.
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∴「he涌in=1油画しllre PrOgram:ぐhildrcn arc suhjec=o

匹ri面cal chしCk叫"角川C CVCr)′ Six 】】1。ntlrs), twl皿fo=l)W-uPS

W川1 grOW「1量〕∴ 1i華粧しIllS, ヽ’乙)ee王重la↑i。n 。n a取ed d種le.

∴丁’hc c岬umJeJ pl。g「um向、 vacciI刷ioIl against six

diseases: SCilrlel re、-er, Whooping coしIgh, tubcrculosis,

dir油cria, 1Ct種nuS∴and inranlilc paralySis・

-冊e r)r。g「種111華ZlillSt ma獲nutrili。n Zlnd岨e program of

add誼(ln加　重lu(rilion.

∴=le r)rしうg「am ilg轟insl油‘cction 。f =1C 「eSPiratory tract,

thC PrOgr種m t() dleCk di親Thoca, thc pr()gmmし)r prcvention o†

the dry'CyC disease due t。 lack of vitamin A, thc program of

PrCVCnlion of goilrじill mOuntainous arcas…

- ’1‘hC PrOgram Or clean water supply and en¥′ironmental

hygiene

∴rhe mixed program lO SPur uP Childrcn’s growth

COmb血ng jn a comprehensive way va「ious mcasures relevant

l° nulrition- he種冊care, Stj111ulaしion o自he psych。1ogical and

SOCial deヽ′Clor)ment舟children.

∴me pr。grとIm ul c(luぐこ高or=汀　p虹en(S On SCientiHc

rI時=lOしls 。r Cducuting childrcn.

5. General obSerVatioIIS On the development and

qualitJ′ Of child education in crechcs and illfaIlt SChooIs

5.l. CredleS anll　両hrlt SChOOis are m。St (CVeloped in

toWn　洲しl |吊es. H。WeVer thcy cam画fully mCC=he needs

O=am硝es as t。 (11じCu血)dy 。r Ch=drcn. ’「hcrc are usua11y

m(ヽrC Ch冊rぐn iIl grUuJ)S’custody than亜c stir)ulatcd mmhcr

(。eCaSi°n種lly, One an(l a h唖time mOre),

ふ‡

All hlaj。r enlcrpriscs r)OSSCSS Cl‘CClll:S　肌d証a11t Sdl。OIs

「or thcir day-timc s11il、1 Workers’し亜Id「c【1・ A用Iough

d肌icultics lu-C CnCOunter両here heしausぐdlildl’enしlo 【10t C0【11e

On a COn血uing hasis wl-ene、宜=leir申出I=S r)aSS t(同nじ、V

shin. Motlrors prercr to h重・ing lheir chilしl冊hel.C hc(∴一uS扉しis

morc cl)nVCnient and less cxpe11Si、′e (°n uC。l)u【11 0白hじ

suppol・t CXtCndcd by巾c cnterr)1・i8e’s wじI妃rじ血ld)・

rHlC rural crcc11eS urld in血nt sdl映)1s jl1 111e de=種al‾Ca ilrC

fairly dcveloped・ Bu=he nm1bc‥)l` d-ilしll.Cn Varics

dcpending on thc statc ‘一f crops a11d tllC廟ng unndard of

local peasants.

In mountainous arcas and in thc rcgi。11S Whid1 hal′e an

autarkic cconomy, ‘hC nCIWOrk of cl・CChcs and亜ant sd↑001s

is no[ muCh de¥′e10PCd.

In recent years, On aCCOunt O「 mu=ir)1c cconomic

difficulties and as thc cconomic rcnovation aecording to an

aqiustcd n皿kct mcchanism is onl)′ at an Carly stage while tllじ

subsidy-based adminislralivc∴meel-anisn=s heing abolis]lCd,

皿e number 。f crechcs and infunt schooIs and ofchildren

altending ‘hcm is dじClinjng. Morc particularl}‖here is a marked

reduction in tlle SCCtOr Or CreChCS. H。WCVer, thc numbじ】・ Of

c皿dren attending crcchcs and i【血nt schoo旧-aS inc~・C種SCd.

In face (血his∴Situaしioll, thc　^′佃i血〉・・ O「 I三duc証on肌-d

Training advocatcs, 。n ll-e OnC h種nd・仕IC Sl白℃n坤1C血Ig (一l‘

thc rem皿ng Cl.CChCS and infaI一一SChooIs, anし1 on　用e o血r・

a divじrSinc証ion of the formS O白一rgこ高州Ii間S州ending t。

thc cducation 。1・ dlildren. ′l‘hc [)urPOSC is to inc一・eaSe t(一(hc

max血um, in spite o同一じ(輔cu11ics, tlre nuI油er ofc皿。r朝

carcd for, and cduca{ed iI同∴SCicn旧e ¥V母. Il.rCgu!al‘

pattcrns arじbcing tcsted and cncou「aged. ln particul虹’
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「egula∫ and shlrt-tCm CIasses for　5-year-Old infants have

rapidly dcvc]oped. They are attcnded by more than 700,000

infants, nearly hal自he number of children who attend other

infant classes. “Il「e PrOgram Of cducation for parents has also

been rapi(11y broadencd. According to the reports∴from 15

PrOVinces where皿S WOrk is being can.ied out, uP tO 1990,

180,000 fatllerS and mothers had been taught about the

education of children.

i・2. Ⅵ′ith regard 10 qし1ality, Sighificant progress has been

made in the cducation of children in the main creches and

infant schooIs. C刷dren c巾Oy Periodjc check-uPS, great Care

is takじn in the ficld of nu[rition. The malnu皿ion rate.has

been markedly ]owered (20-15%); in some placcs言t is kept

at 5-7%. On the whole, Children have an al上rOund

development. 「工、hey are昂ease in cnte「tainment activities.

Generally speakjng, CI‘eC!lCS and infant schobls have made

PrOgreSS, bu=he work is' enCOuntering many dimcu量ties.

The nutrition conditions are vc「y poor, a重ld as d reSult,

thc malnutrition rale is high (46の. In some places, thc

meals havc dccHned in quality on account of thc material

d輔cullies encouI-tCred by families. In many CrCChes and

in「ant schooIs, the matcr王al faci聞es a「e ‘′ery POOr. Nurses

and teachers ]ack a(1cquatC training' ∧s a購u】t, f庇program

O」●care and educd血l短r c皿dren iゝ m一1血叫・ CaHicd oul.

In some p教aces, the hygicnc conditions ar叫)OOr: (r()OmS are

humid言mdcquateIy lit, Clean watcr is in sho11 supply).

The family c皿d-kceping groups are or unequal quality.

On the whole,山e hygienc conditions are good. ChiIdren

enjoy good care. Bu† nurses lack the r叩llired scicntific

kmwIcdge" Chi量d」・じn arC Ofron le=o play by ↑hemselves with

a rlOOr number of toys.

閑

6. Prospec章s

The country is cntering the industrialization and

modcmization period; it is a general wish to scnd c皿dren to

creches and infant schooIs. In the State documents,

increasing attention is given to pre-SChool education. The

Resolution of the Second Plenum of the VⅡIlh Party Central

Committee clearly stipulatcd: tO deve10P the付young shoot’’

education in accordance with the conditions and requirements

of each arca; unti=he year 2000, in ‾View of the great

difficulties confronting many areaS’efforts are to be

concentrated on making it possible for almost al1 5-year-Old

c皿dren to attend infant classcs in preparation for thcir entry

into the first grade. Beしwecn 2000 and 2020・叫e target is to

develop “young Shoot・, education for almost all children in

the correspOnding age-bracket.

In the content ofeducation, Care is to be taken to achieve

a harmonious combination bctween breeding and education

so as to secure an a11-rOund development of children・ In

particular the anti-malnutrition program muSt be appropriately

carried out sO aS tO bring the malnu血ion ratc from the

prescnt figure of 46% down to 30%・ then 20%‘・ then lO%・

and eventually to O% (Of course, eXCept for the cases of

disease su鴫Ct tO medical treatment). Secondly the expanded

vaccination program muSt be we11 carried out in all places’

especially in remote and lnOuntainous areas・ SO aS tO reduce

to a minimum the numbcr of children affected by infantile

diseases (tuberculosis, meningitis, SCarlet fever’Whooping

cough...) to ensure a gOOd physical growth of children, tO

gradually increasc their average height and body weight.

In the content Of education, it is necessary to guard against

any tendency to introduce into infant schooIs the knowledge
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Ofprimary education. Appropriate methods are to be used

lo develop intelligence, eSPeCially to promote thirst for

know]edge and scientific curiosity. Five-year-Old c皿dren

are to begin to get the habit of sitting down for study,

listening to explanations and learhing lessons. What is most

important, “yOung Shoot’’schooIs (CreChes∴and infant

SChooIs) are to achieve coordination with families in

Cultivating in children humane sentiments - the foundatjon of

PerSOnality - With concrete mahifestations in a polite behaviour

in family, tOWards teachers and friends,Particular care is to be

taken to help c皿dren develop their language and址nking.

To increase the communication of knowledge about

mcdicine, Cducational science and psychology to families and

mothers to help them cducate children with correct methods,

achieve coordination with creches, infan† classes and schooIs

in this work・ and create a hea皿y educational environment.
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Chapter VI

し案TERACY AND EDUCATION FOR EVERYBODY

Aftcr the victory of the August 1945　Revolution and

the birth of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, One Of

the mヰior policies of the Vietnamese Party and State was to

eradicate al=he evils of the obscurantist policy pursued t)y

the old regime and to raise the people,s educational

standards. President H6 Chi Minh declared that i11iteracy was

an cnemy as dangerous as famine. In his classification of

dangers, famine came first’then i11iteracy’followed by

foreign aggression.

In Vietnam, there were movements for the diffusion of

the national script then the popular cducation, Which were

part of permanent education. The three campaigns for the

eradication of i皿eracy, COmPlementary education, and now

education for everybody were carried out in the past half

Cemury and “Ⅱ10「e・

1. Hior to 1945

a/ Before the August Revolution, there was a fairly
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buOyant mOVement for leaming the nationa] scripl (romahized).

It started wilh the DOng Ki血Nghia血uc movement in 1907

Which advocated the expansion of study in the national

language at school’COmbined with the publication of

PrOgreSSive books and newspapers, the organization of

libraries, lectures on the domestic and internationa量situation

and extra-SChool literacy discussion. This was done as a legal

COVer for an educatjon drive to arouse patriotism, national

Pride, united spirit, asPirations for progress, OPPOSition to back-

Ward customs and practices among populations.

b/ A new pcriod of development ofthe literacy drive was

marked by the establishment in 1938 of the Association for

the diffusion of the national script under the sponsorship of

the B義e Ky (Tonkin) Communist Party Committee. Well known

intellectuals were in charge oJ皿s Association. In 1939, a

branch of the Association for the diffusion of the national

SCript was set’up in Trung Ky (Annam) with the active

Participation of then renowned inte11ectuals. The Association

WOrked out a program and a method of teaching the national

SCript or held talks to persuade people to make studies in

Hanoi, mi Ph6ng, Viet ’rri… Subsequently, branches of the

Association were seしup in tens of provinces. In Nam Ky

(Cocochina), a mmber of progressive pupils were authorised

lo open in 1943 classes for the diffusion of the national script

and to set up in 1944 the Nam Ky branch of the mentioned

Associ ation.

C/ Like the V咋/ Nam勅a′lh ′脇caci団g男g d∂噂c鮎hβi ‘

(Young Revolutionary Comrades Association) prior to 1930,

1. A Communist Chganization, Predeeessor of the Ind∝hinese Communist

Party (prescntly・ the Vietnam Cormunist Party).

脆

in 1940, the Viet Minh Frontl carried ou=he motto of

organizing literacy classes wherever the Viet Minh movement

extended its prcsence. ・・Those who had knowledge taught to

those who had not; those who had much knowledge taugh=O

those who had皿Ie・・. When the Viet Bac liberated zone was

established (Apri=945), a fundamenta=ask of the liberation

committees was ・・to organize the s肌ggle against i11iteracy購

2. From 1945 to 1954

On September 8, 1945, the Vietnamese Government

issued a Decree on the setting up of a popular teaching office

and asserted that study was COmPulsory and free in order to

diligently eradicate illiteracy・

on october 4, 1945, President H6 Chi Minh issued an

Appeal ca11ing on the entire people to i垂ht against illiteracy‥

illiterates muSt regard study as a right and an obligation・

literates are duty-bound to teach illiterates; WOmen muSt all

the more study, the youth must march in the van in this work.

The Appeal reads in part:

・・To preserve independence, tO make the people strong and

the country rich, au Vietnamese muSt know about their

rights and obligations and get knowledge to be able to take

part in national construction; in the first place・ they must know

to read and write in the Vietnamese sCript’’・

Thc Appeal elicited a wam reSPOnSe from the whole people.

A buoyan=iteracy camPaign was launched all over the

country. popular education courses were OPened everywhere.

l. A revolu[ionary movement PurSuing the

Vietnamcse nation from French coIonial rule.

o匂ective of liberating the
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M王llions of children and grown-uPS Seethingly leamed; tenS

Of thousands of literates eagerly joined the drive to teach

miterates.

A=he end of 1946, the French coIonialists started their

War Of aggression in the whole Vietnam. The literacy

CamPaign encountered more difficu賞ties, yet it continued to

deve】op at the same pace as the resistance. From December

1946 to July 1954, a great aChievement was recorded on the

anti-illiteracy front‥ OVer lO million people were recog巾Zed

as having leamed to read and write.

3. Fro血1少54 to 1975

After 1954, a SeCOnd campajgn against illjteracy was

launched all over North Vietnam (from the 17‘h parallel

northward). A=hat time, the northern zone counted three

mimon illiterates among the people from 12 to 50 years of

age. The task of eradicating illiteracy was written down for

the first time into the State plan. A 3-year PrOgram Of丘ghting

imteracy was started (1956-]958)・ A Central Steering

Committee was set up. By the end of 1958, a11 provinces

and cities in the northem delta and midIands had compIcted

the eradication of illiteracy among the people in the age-

bracket of 12-50. In the B各o BO Plain, 93% ofthe people of

this age-bracket had become literates.

Subsequently the litcracy drive in the North was

COnCentrated on the mountainous area. After the completion

Of the 5-year Plan (1961-1965), it recordcd signfficant results

in low mountain areas. During that period, 2.8 out of 3

mi11¥ion i11iterates in the North were recog血zed as literates. In

the liberated areas of South Vietnam the new education

捌

system also developed. Popular literacy Classes’COmPlementary

education schooIs, reSistance tcachers, schooIs and classes

mlitfully operated in many places.

In Apri=975, South Victnam was COmPletely liberated.

wilh the cxpericnce and assistance of the whole country, the

literacy camP種ign in the southern provinces started with a

buoyant elan as in the pcriod following the seizure of power

in August 1945. After three yearS Of the third campalgn for

the eradication of皿eracy, 1’320,000 people out of nearly

l.5 million illiterates 12-50 years of age were reCOghized as

having learned to read and write. All the 21 provinces and

cities in the South completed in the main the literacy

Figu萱。 …詔書霊鳥盤頼
CamPalgn.

坤Wa融

(U扉t: 1000 people)

1979 ��19 �89 

Li章era章e �量l航erate �Literate �Illiterate 上537(7%) 

ト1ale �16,086(90%) �1,620(10%) �19,854(93%) 

干emale �15,816(84%) �1,817(16%) �20,512(84%) �3,8う4(16%) 

Total �31,902(85%) �5,437(1う%) �40,366(88%) �5,391(12%) 

so昭e: Se(:re[aria/ Qf/I-e Na{ional Co′7t’77i‘te待)r tI,e Eradlcaiion

研Ili(eraC), a手柄he軌wersaliza‘ion QfPri′1明Ed脇tio′巾990)・
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The current percentage of litera[es in Vietnam is　91%, a

rcverse situa(ion to that in the coIonial days∴me number of

illi†erale adults has been markedly reduced (2,640,000 in 1993

in absolutc figures; a 40% reduction).

With a view to raising step by step the level of education,

regarded as a criterium of national development, and al the

Same time, effectively furthering the construction of the

COuntry, Vietnam did not stop at the level of the people

knowing to read and←　Write. In 1947-1948, the popu]ar

education service for grown-uPS WaS bui置t. It included: the

elementary popular education (to learn reading and writing);

the preparatory popular educatjon (equiva重ent to the second

form of primary education); the COmPIemcntary popular

education, firs=evel, equivalent to p血Iary education (four

years); 1he complementary popular educa[ion, SeCOnd level,

equivalent to the first level of secondary education (four years).

Thus education in Vietnam gradua量ly progressed∴from the

Ot*ective of raising me leve】 of education to that of tra血ng

manpower and talents∴mis was a new important advance in

the promotion of national education.

5. Education for everybody

5.1. W皿the grcat achievemen[S reCOrded in the literacy

CamPaign, the Vietnamese Communis↑ Party and State

COntinued to stand for a continuation of皿s work jn order to

fulfil the desire of H6 Chi Minh which is also the wish ofthe

PeOPle, namely ``to ensure learning opportunities for

everybody s。 tha=here will be nO Ionger illiterates and thal

the Vietnamese pe。Ple can become a nation with a high

level of cducaしion. In　皿s way, a neW intellectual force, a

’柑

source of cultivated manpower capable of building a fine

society, WaS tO be created.

The Vietnamese Govemment decided to take part in the

intemational year against i11iteracy (1990)狐d to set up a

Natonal Committee for I11iteracy Eradicationl, Whose task was

to organize the activities of the Decade for anti-illiteracy of

universal education (1991-2000) with two main targets: tO

eradicate i11iteracy and to universalize primary education.

The National Committee for I11iteracy Eradication’With

the participation of l l branches and mass orgahizations, 1eads

a widespread network of guiding committees for the eradication

of i11iteracy and the universalizatio of primary education from

provincia=o district and communal echelon. Carrying on the

traditions of people‘s education and complementary education,

it has brought over the past two years the nationwide literacy

campaign to a new Stage and recorded encouraging initial

resul亡S.

5.2. Achievement of equality between the two sexes in

education

The policy of education for everybody reserves great

priority to the disadvantaged groups‥ Children of ethnic

minorities, hmdicapped c皿dren, OrPhans, and street children

in order to increase equality and justice in learning

opportunj面es and to contribute to the democratization of

education.

1. The author ofthis bcok is the Chairman of血is Committee.
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Particular attention is to be paid to the eradication of

illiteracy and universatzation of primary education among

WOmen and young girls. Important achievements have

been recorded in this respect since Vietnam becoming

independent. Many people have recognized tha白n the

development process we have managed to do away partly

With the inequality in education among various social strata,

etllnie groups, 1oca皿es and beしween the two sexes・ During a

long pcriod, SChool boys and school girls were in equal

numbers.

However, due to proIonged wars and other complex

CauSeS, the education branch is being confronted with great,

acute challenges, amOng Others, the relapse into illiteracy and

inequality in education, including inequality between the

two sexes. In the past few years, attention has not been duly

Paid to school girls, Whose numbers have declined to a grea(er

exten=han those of school boys. Two　皿rds of illiterates

are women. In general schooIs, the proportion of girls to boys

is 49:51, and it is changing.

Drop-OutS are mainly girls. Some people think that -girls

are to leam only to a sma11 extent…　These wrong views still

PerSist among many people, eSPeCia11y in rural areas.

Therefore it is right to emphasize †he problem of eradicating

illiteracy and universalizing primary education among

girls. The market mecha11ism is threatening this equality,

measures are required to check皿s process. It is extremely

difficult to prcserve the above achievements. How to

gradually gain in the time to come equality in education

between the two sexes and make a decisive contribution to
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the achievement of s∞io-POlitical equality? Several measllreS

are required:

- In the first place, a broad sooial movement invoIving

a mass participation must be arouSed. On this su匝Ct’the

National Committee for I11iteracy Eradication has held

discussion with the Peasants・ Association, Women’s Union・

Youth Union, Committee for Child protection・ Fatherland Front

and l。Oal authorities in order to take coordinated actions.

- A core must be built, Which includes teachers’Students・

secondary general schooI pupils and even retired people.

- Better, mOre PraCtical books for the eradication of

i11iteracy must be published. The existence of three books

on this su鴫ct is good but insufficient. Many ordinary

notions arc not yet made known and have not entered’the

conscience of man. For instance, in rural areas’ there are

large houses, but they usually lack order. How to make

people aware.of this situation in order to change it?

The way Of proceeding is usually inconsistent;

perserverance is lacking; things are nOt done through to the

end. A=imes, tenS Of thousands of people were motivated to

study but later the drive was neglected.

6. The state of illiteracy in 1990 and the results achieved

in illiteracy eradication between 1990 and 1996

6.1. 771e S/ate Qf i肋eracy j〃 1990

According to the survey Of the education and training

services, at the beginning of 1990, there were in the whole

country 2,000’057 illiterates amOng PeOPle in the age-bracket
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of 15-35, and 2,100,000 children from 6 to 14 years of age

who did not go to schooI or who abandoned study in

primary classes. This is a source to enlarge each yearthe

ranks of illitq’ateS.

I11iterates are concentrated in difficult socially and

economically underdeveloped areas such as: mOuntainous

provinces, Cr山Long (Mekong delta), COaStal areas, islands.

The mountainous provinces have 747,300 illiterates,

accounting for about 38% of the total illiterates while their

POPulation represents Only 14% of the people throughout the

COuntry. The C血u Long has 650,639 illiterates, abOut 33% of

the∴ total of i11iterates. Thus the number of imterates in

mountainous provinces and the C血Long delta account for

over 70% of the total.

The number of i11iterates continually increases year by year

in both rural and urban areas, amOng me卿　and women. This

shows that as primary education has not been universalized,

the additional source of illiterates cannot be checked.

According to the survey of the education and training

services, the number of children who did not attend school in

1990 was 2.1 million.

In spite of the development of primary education’On

over 80%、 Of school-age Children are going to school, and over

one million children do no( attend school. In addition, nearly

one million primary schooI pupils abandon study, right from

the first and second fomL a.批ough there has been o¥′er the

recent years a marked decline in the number of dropouts and

Class-rePeating pupils.

’枢

6.2. CaJ∬eS Qf /hi$ S血ation

- The areas where there are many i11iterates are those

characterized by socio-eCOnOmic under-development’a

scattered population, difficult communications, 1ow living

standards, Shortage of books and newspapers.

- During a long period, the education and training・

services were sIow in rcnovating their conceptions and styles

of work. The endeavour to eradicate illiteracy was made

independently of the血versalization of primary education;

as a result, the additional source of illiterates could not be

checked; On the other hand, nO COntinuation classes was

organized for the new literates in order to consolidate the

results achieved and prevent a relapse into illiteracy.

- Administrative echelons, branches, maSS Organizations,

economic and social bodies did not show adequate concem

and sense of responsibility; they faled to cIosely cooperate

with the education services.

6.3. 77?e re鋤Its czchieved (1990-1996)

The positive steps mentioned above led to the fo11owing

results in the 1990-1995 period‥ 1,723’320 i11iterates attended

classes, OVer 805,223 persons were reCOgnized as having

leamed to read and write, the remainder had finished the first

Or SeCOnd grade.

So far, 27 provinces and cities with 7,760 communes and

wards out of a total of lO,219 have been recognized as

reaching the national criteria of i11iteracy eradication. They

include three mountainous provinces, namely Tuyen Quang,
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H6a Bi血, Thai Nguyen.The percentage of literates in the

whole country increased from 88% in 1990 to 91% in 1996.

Every year’220’000 to 280・000 people were motivated

to attend literacy courses; 50 to 60% of皿S number became

literates, and 60,000 to lOO,000 persons attended postlileracy

Classes.

On the whole, the results achieved by Vietnam exceeded

the norm set by the International Conference in Jomtien

(Thailand) in March 1990, namely by the year 2000, 80% of

school-age Children will be attending primary schooIs・ and

half the number of illiterates in 1990 will have leaned to

read and write.. Yet in mountainous and remote areas・ the

endeavour to eradicate i皿eracy will have to be carried onl.

7. O匝Ctives of the illiteracy eradication campaign until

the year 2000

The opjective to be reached from now to the year 2000 is

to eradicate i11iteracy for the people in the age-bracket of

15-35 in cities, PrOVincial chieftowns, urban centres’the plains

and the Midlands and in the 15 - 25 age-bracket for

mountainous provinces, remOte areaS・ the C血Long river

delta, the fishermen,s areas, and to bring down the i冊eracy

rate in other age brackets in order to secure the餌filment by

the year 2000 of the national norms with regard to the

eradication of illiteracy and universalization of primary

education.

1. According to a report of the National Committee for Illitcracy Eradication

(M狐Ch 1996)・

救)

At present’mOre than 80% of school-age Children are

attending school, and there remain over one million children

who do not go tO SChool, mainly in mountainous and remote

areas, in the C血Long river delta and the fishemen’s areas.

ln these areas, there is a high rate of children who f社1 to

get schooling, and adult illiterates also account for a high

percentage in comparison with other regions. Although in the

past period, nearly l.8 million people have been motivated

to attend literacy classes, the reduction in the number of

illiterates is insignificant. There were 2,000,057 i11iterates in

1990, and l,406,624 in 1996. The reason lies in the

inadequacy of the work to‘ universalize primary education

with, aS a reSult, additional numbers of illiterates every year"

The number of illiterates has concentrated in mountainous

provinces and in the C血Long river delta.

In mountainous provinces, Only l,403 out of 2,676

communes (52.4のhave fulfilled the national standard of

i11iteracy eradication.

In Nan丁BO, Only 970 out of a total of l’598 communes

(OVer 60のmeet the standard. (The correspOnding

pcrcentage in the whole country is over 75の・

A program of resolute action is required in the provinces

whcre the number of communes meeting the standard i§ tOO

Iow, SuCn aS: Kien Giang (15/92)・ Son La(31193)・ Lao Cai

(32/180), Lai Chau (24/153), m Giang (41/180), Kon Tum

(23/69).

・rhirty four other provinces have failed to meet the

standard. They have pledged to meet the national standard

of eradicating illiteracy in the 1996-2000 period according to

the following calendar:
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1997:9provlnCeS �1998:13provmCeS 

YenB名 �L?ngSon 

QuingNinh �NgheAn 
ThanhH6a �PhdYen 

QuingNg看i �BinhThuan 

BinhD与nh �DもngNai 

KhanhHe)a �GiaLai 

TayNinh �TraVinh 

VinhLong �DるngTh名p 

BinhDumg �LongAn 
CanTho 

BあCan 

BacLieu 

CaMau 

1999:4provlnCeS �2000:8provinces 

S伽La �KonTum 

Daklak �S6cTrang 

KienGiang �AnGiang 

BinhPhu6c �LaiChau 

CaoBれg 

L含oCai 

HaGiang 

NinhThu争n 

8. Complementary education (Pemanent education)

. Right from the bi血Of the democratic republican regime・

the Vietnamese Govemment headed by Presidcnt H6 Chi Mi血

gave its attention to the opening of schooIs and classes for

peasants, WOrkers and adults from other strata. A General

Department of popular education was set up in 1946 with

the function of organising classes called負popular primary

classes,, and `・popular secondary classes,, desjgned mainly

for grown-uP PCOPle・ and’in a small part・ for poor children.
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Between 1948 and 1954, atout 300・000 - 400・000 people

in free areas fo11owed these courSeSl・

After 1954, the branch of Popular Education was renamed

Complementary Education and continued to serve grOWn-uP

people, in the first place those fighters ofthe Vietnam People’s

Army, administrative o飾Cials and mass organizations cadres

who had a low level of education. The forms of teac軸血g and

learning included: COnCentrated schooIs・ eVening schooIs and

classes, iriservice courSeS. The levels of leaming included:

firs=evel (Primary education)・ SeCOnd level Ounior

secondary education)・ third level (Senior secondary

education). In addition・ there were COurSeS On SPeCific

su匝CtS (the Ministry of Education made public the program

fof 30 su助ectS): Cultivation・ animal husbandry, education on

population, C皿d rearing・ bodily hygiene’enVironment・ etC.

particular mention must be made of the comPlementary

schooIs for workers and peasantS and the general schooIs lbr

labourers eStablished after 1954 and operating unti=he 60’s

and thc 70・s. Among them’there were a national

colnPlementary SChool for workers and peasantS (1956),

21 provincial complementary SChooIs for workers and

peasants, 28 general schooIs for labourers at national and

provincial echelons・ Such schooIs were reSerVCd for labourers

making in-SerVice studies・ demobjlized armylnen, Civil

servants witn a low leve1 0f’education’WOrkers, PeaSantS

and c皿dren Of pcor families having no posSibility of study.

These sChooIs were attended in the 60・s by about 270’000

pupils2’ranging from primary to SeCOndary education’but

(1945-1995) of S肌詳】e

agalust Ignorance National Comittee for I11iteracy Eradicati。n. Hanoi 1997

1, 2. Phapn Minh Hac, (Editor-in-Chief). F坤y years
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1hC duration was much shortcr than that o自hc regular

System (about halforless of thc time) and only a numbcr

Of disciplincs wcrc taught, for instance, mal11ematics,

Physics, Chemistry (a=he third leve賞).

A number of sludcnts among them became later kcy

leading cadres from local to central echeIon. Up to 1960, 2,30O

Cadres of peasant and worker stock were admitted into the

CStablishments of山gher education; in subsequent years, tenS

O[山OuSands of others were admitled to colleges and

universities, Which resulted in a marked increase of the

PerCentage Of students of peasant and worker stock. Between

1980 and 1995, the in-SerVice education network at colleges

and universities counted over　200,000　students; the

in- Service education network at secondary vocational sch(rols

COunted over lOO,000 studentsl.

As from the 60’s, a SyStem Of leaming by correspondence

WaS instituted for higher education, ’Which also called

in-SerVice education and placed under the Department or

Permanent Education of the Ministry of Education and

Trairing. It included in-SerVice students who followed a餌I

COurSe Of vocational secondary or higher education. Other

in-SerVice students followed short-term COurSeS. At present,

82 universities and colleges and 92 secondary vocational

SChooIs are endowed with in-SerVice traihing centres. Besides,

there are 52 in-Service training cen[reS in various provinces

and centrally-administered cities, 5 distant training centres,

72 applied informatics centres and over 200 foreign language

CentreS2.

1` 2. Ph糾n Minh量Iac. op. cit.

執

The forms of study include: 10ng and short|erm COurSeS・

preparation f。r anOther education level, Study to t種ke a

second college dcgree. Shor口erm training programs are

usua11y devoted lO SPeCial su串ects,仲)rCign languages, and

applied informatics). Of latc, forn-S Or distan=eacIling havc

bcen dc‘′C10Ped on various TV channels; a numher of

pl・OVinccs and ci‘ics have instituted programs of foreign

languagcs,　PrePara-ion for enlry and graduation

examinations∴and a number of subjccts on SCiencc,

techno10gy, enVironment, POPulation and family.

Figure 7. N〃mber q/‘ §tZ‘den/S /bllowi〃g訪-Ser庇e

/raining classes∴ la〃d shoルイe肋co〃rSeS

Q/ h勧er cdz‘Cαion f〃 J986-I996

SぐhooIyea重 �Newlya血ni録d �Sea!eo重 �In§eCtionB 

student§at �shorトIe血 

m-§erVICe �training �Sぐa萱eor �SぐaIぐor 

(rai血ng �§y§(emor 

SySlemof �higher �in-Se「Yice �short-term (「瓦n血g⊂OurSe§ 

higher �.eduぐ分(ion �traiIlingof 

educatlOn (A) �(B) �highereducation 

1986-1987 �6.782 �30,677 �28,503 �2工74 

1987-1988 �5,641 �35,333 �27,157 �8.う85 

1988-1989 �4,837 �.　36、255 �3上766 �4.489 

1989-19901 �7,609 �42,839 �う8.842 �3,997 

1990-1991 �18,745 �47,103 �37.867 �9,236 

1991-19タ2 �2l,869 �58,923 �38,974 �17.949 

1992-1993 �25,791 �96,165 �う8、537 �37,628 

1993-1994 �う9,126 �116,246 �85、113 �31,133 

1994-199う �27,312 �213,430 �96,285 �117,145 

1995-1996 �う3,168 �231,181 �135,633 �9う,528 
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Figure 8. Nαmber Qf s訪denJs attending fn-SerVice

secoI庇岬γOCαional co〃Se高n I986-I996

Schoolyear �News(udenl �Training§Ca書e 

1986-1981 �3,229 �10,393 

1987-1988 �5,789 �14,066 

1988-1989 �10,035・ �19,808 

1989-19気) �10,491 �23,650 

1990-1991 �4,770 �16,237 

1991-1992 �5,833　_ �17,389 

1992-1993 �6,587 �2l,532 

1993-1994 �3,628 �26,407 

1994-1995 �13,484 �33,353 

1993-1996 �12,988 �34,607 

During the past haIf - Century, the Vietnamese State has

constantly paid its attention to education and training‥ it

has ensured permanent education for the people and the

participation of every bedy in this work・ eVen in war time・

But as expounded alrove’ the leaming movement reached a

climax at the triumph of the Revolutton and a=he end of the

war. In the years to come’Permanent education wi11 be

further developed with even richer forms of study. And

President H6 Chi Minh,s wish will be realized, namely, all

the ethnic groups on the Vietnamese territory will have a high

level ofeducation and life on an equal footing with other

peoples of the world.

離)

Chapter VⅡ

PRIMARY EDUCATION

1. The universaliza償on of primary education

The universalization of primary education was a major

policy of the Vietnamese State throughout the past 50 years

and more. Right in 1945, the Govemment issued a Decree

on the national education system in which primary

education was regarded as a fundamenta1 1evel extending for

めur ye狐S.

A program was worked out to make this level compulsory

for a11 children from 7 to 13 years of age. However, the

outbreak of war prevented its implementation. From 1950

Primary education was called the first level.

In 1960皿e亜rd Congress of the Vietnam Labour Party

(now Communist Party of Vietnam) made public a plan to

universalize primary education in the nothem delta and

midlands inserted into the 1961-1965 five-year Plan. Once

agaln this was intempted by war.

After the total liberation of the country (1975), the

Vietnamese State again announced a plan to develop
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primary education. In 1979 the Standing Committee of the

National Assembly promulgated an Ordinance on the

protection’Care and education for children. Vietnam is the

second country in the world and the first in Asiato sign the

United Nations Convention in children,s rights・ In 1991

Vietnam promulgated the Law on the universalization of the

first level of education and the Law on the protection and

care for children, aSSerting the State’s commitment to a

compulsory and free primary education for a11 children and

stipulating conditions to cnsure c皿dren,s exercise of their

right to education.

In the past, SChooIs of the first level were usually separate

ones; Only a few were merged into schooIs of the second level.

In 1979, aCCOrding to the Resolution on the. third education

refom, all schooIs were merged with those of the second level

into what was caued basic general schoo置s. The purpose was

to universalize basic general education (the ninth grade was

the final one). In the late 80’s and early 90’s proceeding from

the reality, the otyiectives of the皿rd education reform were

a句usted with priority being given to the first form ofthe first

level. In 1989, the Ministry of Education decided to

dissociate thc firsl from the second level.

From 1993, the first level sehooIs were again given their

former name ofprimary schooIs. At present, mOSt Primary

schooIs are separate oncS, distinct from the second level

(basic general schooIs)・

2. The network of primary schooIs

Under the motlO `joint efforts should be made by the State

and the people,血om centra=o Iooal level’’, the Vietnamese

State toge{her with the various sooia置strata give the utmost

care to the firs=eve] of education. A network of schooIs was

謡

built. SchooIs of the first level or basic general schooIs

(including both first and second levels) exist in all com-

munes down to hamlets. In the cases of communes covering

a wide area, SChooI subdivisions were set uP in hamlets to

make it easier for small children to attend. There are now

11,683 primary schooIs and 2’093 basic general schooIs

where primary schooIs are found.

3. Content of education

Comprehensive study constituted the most imPOrtanし

activity to develop primary school-age Children‘s

persona航y. This is to cultivatc in pupils a need for and an

interest in s山dy and the collective life・ and give shape to good

feelings, knowledge, at向udes and llabits. These are initial

bases required for the gradual promotion of the ideals and

ethics of皿e new Vietnamese man.

・rhe quality of gcneral education largely depends on the

training results in primary schooIs. The content of primary

education includes:

3. 1. Ed寝Catio肩部I!e WOrld o雄look言deologyタpOl雄cs, Jaw,

et郁cs aI!d beilaVio拐r

a/ Education in the world outlook and social behaviour

Knowled輿

一r「O get elementary knowledge of nature・ SOCiety and man

as a first step for children to shape a scien曲c world outlook;

一To gct elementary knowledge of山e nation’s traditions,

the struggle for nati。nal foundation and defence;
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ーTb understand the need for unity among all ethnic groups

in the country and all nations in the worid;

' To get elemetary juridical knowledge;

- To understand pupils’intemal rules, their rights and du-

ties at school; the rules of collective life at school, at home,

and in tne commune (Ward).

辿虫

- To sing the national anthem and salute the national組ag

COⅡeCtl y ;

- To comply with the Statute of the Pioneer’s Orgahization,

PuPils’intemal rules and the regulations of the co11ective;

- To comply with the tra縦c law, the rules of public life; tO

PrOteCt COmmOn PrOPerty; tO aVOid infringements on the laws・

Atti tude

- To try with passion to understand the natural environ-

ment and the renovation in the commune (Ward);

- To have an interest in social activities conformable to the

Small age (to assist the f狐nilies of fa11en soldiers, War invalids,

the families having rendered outstanding services to the

revolution; tO take part in the movement for“one thousand

good deeds, etC.);

- To reSPeCt administrative authorities and bodies;

- To show disapproval of in簡ngements on discipline,

trouble-making actions, infringements on the laws,

SuPerStitions ;

関

ーTo hate violators of the interests and prosperty of the

State and the people;

- To hate aggressors, reaCtionaries and their lackeys, the

enemies of nationa=ndependence, SOCial progress and world

peaCe・

b/ Education in ethics and conduct

Knowledge

- To have elemcntary knowledge of the value of labour,

humanity, human characteristics and sentiments, COde of

COnduct, a number of required rules of behaviour, POliteness,

SOlicitude, Sincerity, COurteSy:

- To understand the responsibility of each family member;

- To have elementary knowledgc of friendship, thc

COllective, the relationship among members of a village (Street)

COmmune (ward);

呈壁土虫

- To behave with dignity, tO rCfrain from any timidity and

Obsequiousness;

- To show concem and care for other members ofthe

family (grand-ParentS, ParentS, brothers, Sisters.・・), friends and

everybody;

- To speak to and greet people courteously;

- To know how to organize and attend entertainment

activities.

A(titude

- To show Iove, reSPeCt and gratitude to UI-Cle H6, grand-
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parents and the elders, tO aCt after Uncle H6’s teachings;

一To show Iove, reSPeCt and gratitude to heroes, fallen

SOldiers, reVOlutionary fighters, labourers;

- To care for, and protect trees and useful animals;

_ To entertain cordial relations with other members of the

COmmunity;

- To show solidarity with c皿dren of other countries in the

WO重量d;

- To keep one,s promises; tO endeavour to caI.ry Out One’s

tasks;

- To disapprove of the actions showing lack of culture,

indiscipline, dishonesty;

3, 2. Cultきtral aI!d scientg乃c ed〃Cation

Knowled皇室

- To have elementary know置edge of the Vietnamese

language in order to read, SPeak, Write, COmmunicate and

express one,s thoughts, feelings and deeds for other people

to understand;

- To have elementary knowledge of mathematics,

especiauy arithmetic;

- To have elementary knowledge of a number of natural

phenomena, SPeCial features, grOWth conditions of vegetation

and animals, the utility and ham of weather conditions with

regard to vegetation, animals, human life and production;

- To have elementary knowledge of the surrounding

environment;

92

ーTo have elementary knowledge of the forefathers’

ProCeSS Of building and defending the country, Of the cultural,

working and fighting traditions of the nation and of the

locality;

- To have elementary knowlege of the functions of the

OrganS Of the human body, Of personal hygiene, SChool

hygiene and environmental hygiene, health care and the

development of the body according to age.

呈坦畦

- Tobeableto read in an expressive was apieceof

PrOSe Or POetry, Which has been learned; tO hear and

understand common phrases and questions; tO Write legibly

with correct spe11ing and grammar; tO give clear (SPOken or

written) answers to questions, eXPOund in a clear, intelligible

Way One’s fellings and deeds;

- To master the four operations with natural and dccimal

numbers, mental arithmetic, Calculation of the perimeters,

acre, VOlume of the figures already learnt; tO SOIve

mathematical problems with threc or four opcrations;

一’l‘o be ablc to use school instruments, family utensils

and lab(うur instruments;

- To be able to observe and describe simple phenomena

in laboratories and in nature;

- To be able to keep to a time-table and a regular mode of

Study;

一To kecp 。c地n the dwelling, leaming・ entertaining and

WOrking places.
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Attitude

- To show thirst for knowledge and diligence in study,

modesty, Sincerity; tO leam from one’s鮎ends and give them

assistance;

- To spare time and leaming instruments; tO keep the tables

and benches in a good state; tO refrain from causing damage

t9 Classrooms, Walls, tables, benches…;

- To have a liking for cleaning and putting in order the

dwelling, WOrking and learning places and to protect the

SurrOunding environment;

- To disapprove of the manifestations of indiscipline, WaSte

Of time, reliance on other people, insincerity.

3・3・ Educatio′高′! /abo雄O},erall Jec]!ni we▲㌦ VOCational

O rien taiioI!

Knowl睦

- To have elementary knowledge of the valuc of labour

With regard to human life, family and oneself;

- To have elementary know]edge of the properties and

PraCtical use of a number of ordinary ma(erials: PaPer, CIoth,

bamboo, WOOd…

- To have elementary knowledge of the structure and

ma血pulation of a number of ordinary instrumcn[s jn life and

PrOduction: khives, SCissors, PillCCrS, hammers, rulers, SCales;

- To have elementary knowledge o「 labour safety.

麗!

呈量亜虫

- To know how to undertake coordinated actions in

COllective labour; tO PreSerVe labour discipline, Order, hygiene

in working places; tO maintain instruments; tO SPare materials;

to ensure labour safety;

- To know how to make school implements and toys with

Simple instruments.

- To know to assembly a number of simple models;

- To know a number of jobs in handicrafts, Cultivation,

animal husbandry’Vegetable・ Plant and flower growing;

- To know to arrange orderly s山dy comers, and to work

in selfLservice and to assist the family.

Atti tude

- To show diligence and self-COnSCiousness in working to

help oneself and the family;

- To have a liking for co11ective labour, manual work; tO

Show a sense of discipline and responsibility;

- To respect labourers; tO Wish to become good labourers

to eurich oneself, the family and the native land;

- To keep in good malntenance personal belongings and

the instruments of the family and the school; tO DPare time

and production materials;

- To disapprove of the des同ction of trces, brutal treatment

towards animals, the ki11ing of birds and beasts, the

infringement On labour discipline, the waste of public

PrOPerty and of time; tO hate laziness and reliance on other

people"
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3.4・ P]冊ical c高catio,L and砂giene勅o高edge

- To haVe Clementary know量cdge of the usefulness of

Physical exercises and sporls and the e餓光ts o白he natural

elementS (water, air, light…) on the development of the

human body;

一To have c]ementary knowledge of hygiene at school,

nutrition, the body, the environment; tO kn(季IV how to prevent

a number of co】nmOn COntagious diseases;

- To have elementary knowledge of lilling up and health

PrOmOting exercises.

連出虫

- To know the basic movements and gradua11y to can’y

them out with precision;

- Tb get a habit ofdoing physical exercises and putting to

use the natural conditions to protect and develop one’s health;

- To have a conect sitting at study time;

- To know how to comply w皿the mles of lihing up;

- To know how to take part in enlertainments and sport

COmPetitions.

A吐王出立皇

- To compうy consciously with the rules of hygiene;

- To have a liking for sports and physical exercises; tO

Show a group spirit in tra血ng and entertainments;

- To disapprove of the acts of indiscipline and crudc deeds.

圏

3.5. Aesthetic cd切Caiion

Knowledge

- To have elementary knowledge of the beauしiful and its

mea血ng for life.

匝劃

- To develop the ability to observe and feel the beautiful

in nature and man;

- To know to sing, tO dance, tO read in an expressive way,

to tell stories, tO draw, to mOuld…

- To know to dress adequately; tO arrange Study corners

and dwelling place neatly;

- To keep clean notebooks; tO Write in a fine script;

- To know to collect and preserve souvenirs (Photos,

Pictures...);

- To say good words; tO have fine gestures.

Attitude

- To have a love for natural beauty, the people, and the

native land, the country;

- To have a liking for fine gcstures;

- To have a liking for painting, Singing,dancing,tOy-

making; tO embellish the living environment;

- To protect trees,Parks, historical relics, Cultural and

artistic works;
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∴ro hate bad actions with regard to nature and man.

4. Teaching pIan

The school year of the first levcl indudes 33　weeks,

Sunday and皿ursday arc days-Off A lesson lasts 30 minutes;

a lesson of the Vietnamese languagc and mathematics from

thc second to the珊h grade and a Icsson ofdiscovery of

nature and society in the fourth and fifth grades lasts 40

minutes.

Since 1986-1987 the linguistic lesson has been tumed into

One abou=he Vie=anguage. General sehooIs in ethnic

minority areas have been directed at teaclring two languages

(the common language and the Ianguage of the ethhic group).

To develop the subjects about nature and society as a

Substitute for thc lessons about history and science

(Subsequently called getting lO know about nature and

SOC王ety).

′rhe teaching knowledge and ski11s o=abour is carricd

Out in one lesson∧veek in cac旧t)rm言】le remaining hours

are devoted t。 [CChnica量　practicc, Pr。duetion and vocational

Orien(ation. In prim叩′　Cl種sses, u」CrC are n。 eXtra lcsson about

Iabour as a=hc sじCOnd iJVel.

Co]1ec血′e aCl王vitics rしCal・ried ou=-y the groups of

C皿drcn’s star* (5-Chi萱dren groups) and pioneers’which hold

CO11ec†ive meし亘ngs for pupils, self-education and mutual

education’tO Pr。mOte their sense and ability of mastery,

dynamism, initiative and crealiveness.

イ聡

Weekly mlmber Qr /esso榔in pIナmaIy Cd〃Cαion

Su面ectandactivity �Grade 

1 �2 �3 �4 �5 

1 �SUBJECTS �12 3 �10 4 �10 �8 5 �8 Vietnameselanguage 

2 �Mathematics ���5 ��5 

3 �Ethics �1 �1 �1 �1 �1 

4 �NatureandSocie`y �1 �1 �1 �2 �2 

3 �最bou「 �1 �2 �2 �3 �3 

6 �Arts(Fineart;Songs-muSic) �2 �2 �2 �2 �2 

7 �PhysicaleducationandGymnastics �2 �2 �2 �2 �2 

ACTIVITIES 

8 �Co11ectiveactivity �I �1 �1 �1 �l 

9 10 �SlutetothenationaIflagevery 

1 �1 �1 �1 �1 firstdayoftheWeek 

Mid-C!assrelaxation,gymmStics �3,5 �3.5 �3.5 �3.5 �3.3 

11 �MeetinganddiscussIOnOnamain 

1 �1 �1 �1 �1 Su切ec章 

Totai:Iesson/week �28.5 �28.5 �29.5 �29.3 �29.5 

The (eaching plan just expounded [o岨)WS in the main

Rcgulations NO305 of the Education Minister signed 。n

March 26, 1986, Subsequcnt]y, minorchangcs上n the taught

Su印ects tookplace in 1991: the art was divided into fine art

and songs - muSic; the hygiene and gymnaStics was divided

into physical education and gymnastics. S。 the number of

Supjects increascd from 7　to 9. Since the 1994-1995 school

year, the Da Lat Conference on Primary Iiduca(ion has

launchcd a movcment for the teaching of a11血]e Su匝CtS,
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and the Second Solution of the Party Central Committee

(December 1996) stipulated that in the year 2000, all primary

schooIs should teach a11 the hine su切CCtS.

In reality, because of poor material facilities, Shortage of

teachers, impossibility of preparing enough textbooks in

many schooIs, eSPeCially in those places where teaching is

given in three shifts a day, Only four suPjects are being taught

SO far: the Viet血amese language, mathematics, ethics and na-

ture and society. A number of schooIs have managed to teach

a greater number of supjects, a few of them are teaching a11

血e nine su助ects.

5. School textbooks

According to皿e education o切ectives and teaching plan

expounded above, a Set Ofteac鵬ng programmes has been

WOrked out and a set ofprimary textbcoks and teachers’tx)Oks

Published. There are at first books on the Vietnamese

language and mathematics, then books on ethics, and then

books on other sutyiects. This set of books called “reformed

b(roks,’was introduced into schooIs in the 1981-1982 school

year; eaCh year bcok replacement is done ft* One grade,皿S

means that a節er five years all primary classes will have new

textbooks.

T鵬s is ca11ed a “cycle of book replacement’’. To this date,

there have been three cycles, Wi血minor amendments to each

Of them. The books now being taught in primary schooIs

Will remain in use until the year 2(Xro.
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6. Quantitative growth and qualitative development

6.1・ Reg〃lar Jncrease Qf Jhe刑mbeγ Qfp型タil5

Figure 9. Nzlmber Qfp亮棚ry schooI p坤ils "986-I996)

Sぐhoolyear �Total �Including 

Schoolgiris �Newpupils 

1986-1987 �8,484,683 �4,018,226 �2,062,507 

1987-1988 �8,666,289 �4,118,086 �2,053,043 

1988-1989 �8,634,819 �4,101,539 �2,076,502 

1989-1990 �8,583,052 �4,088,107 �2,I56,873 

1990-1991 �8,862,292 �4,210,474 �2,233,130 

1991-1992 �9,105,004 �4,209,073 �2,165,795 

1992-1993 �9,476,441 �4,609,822 �2,123,631 

1993-1994 �9,725,095 �4,628,850 �2,177,594 

1994-1995 �10,047,564 �4,975302 �2,320,610 

1995-1996 �10,218,169 �4,869,986 �2,348,635 

幼wrce: hゆ朋aJion Cmire,鮪ni$tryげ助caJion肋d打o融ng

(19飾).

6.2. Gmdt′al red〃Ction〆rqeate′S and drap-0融

School attendance was on the increase while the

number of repeaters and drop-OutS WaS gradually decreasing.

However, there was a sighificant percentage (6.93% in the

1994-1995 school year) of over = year-Old children who

Still attcnded primary schooIs (under the provisions of the

Law on the universalization of primary education, C皿dren

who re読h the age of 14　years must have completed

Primary cducation)・ As a result, the percentage of pupils

attending primary schooIs in comparison with the number

Of children in the equivalent age bracket ( 6-11 years) was

usually more than lOO%,and reached at times lO3% or lO4%.
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Figure 1 0a.塵rcentage Q/ drap-0融

In the last few years, there has been a marked increase in

the number of children attending the first grade. Some

PrOVinces and cities recorded the figure of 98-99%. However,

in other provinces attendance was only 60-70%. On

average, in the whole country school attendance

represented at)Out 80% of the total number of children in the

COrreSPOnding age bracket. It is to be noted that in spite of

SOme PrOgreSS, the training effectiveness (i.e, the percentage

Of pupils who fihish the珊h grade in comparison with the

number of chidren who enter the first grade) is very low: 50%

in the 1991-1992 school year, about 60% in the 1994-1995

pcriod.

The teaching plan expounded above is designed for the

SChooIs with one class/day. In the past few years, eSPeCially

after the Da Nang Conference (1995) on the plan to organize

two classes/day in all primary schooIs by the year 2010, a

number of primary schoo賞s have organized teaching twice a

day in all classes; Other ha‘′e Organized teaching twice a day

in a number of classes, in cities there is a number of half-

boarding schooIs; in some places, there are study groups in

fami賞y: OnC Study session at school, and one in groups

Organized by some teachers a=heir homes. In the two -Shift

SChooIs, the pupils, after leaming their lessons and doing home

tasks, may fol10W COurSeS On foreign languages, informatics,

household economy or complementary courses on

mathematics and the Vietnamese language.

7. The quaIity of education

Thanks to the 1987 Decision to give priority to the first

grade of primary school and the various steps taken to cany it

out, Which has received a waIm Welcome among teachers and
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various social strata and localities, the quality of various

aspects of primary education has been gradually improved・

After finishing the fifth grade, PuPils may attend a

graduation examination organized and valuated by the

PrOVincial services of educafron and training; those who get

the average mark or above receive a dipIoma of primary

education. The percentage of candidates who pass the

examination is usually 80% - 100%. The number of pupils

who get falr marks has gradually increased (reaching nearly

50% in the 1995-1996 school year) The percentage of good

pupils also increased from l-2% to 4-5%・ and from 5% to

over lO% in some schooIs. National competitions of

excellent pupils are held annua11y by the Department of

Primary Education under the Ministry of Education and

Training. The number of pupils attending the national

competition is on the increase, and the number of the prize-

winners also increases. In the 1995-1996 school year, 1990

pupils took part in the competition on mathematics (295

were prize-Winners), and 491 others a†tended the compelition

on the Vietnamese language (431 were prize-Winners). As

from 1996-1997, COmPetitions on mathematics and on the

Vietnamese language were no Ionger held, rePlaced by those

for the title ``excellent pupil of primary school’’・

A topical social problem is being posed to primary schooI

pupils‥ that of白extra-hour teaching and extra-hour learI血g’’・

Such courses are spreading everywhere, eSPeCially in towns

and cities. Pupils have to leam for too many hours: in classcs,

in private courses, in day time and in the evehing. This may

badly affect their development, both physical and mental.

This also causes unnecessary expenses tO their families・

Efforts are bcing made to find comprehensive solutions to

皿S Situation from education science to socio-eCOnOmic anglc.
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Chapter VⅢ

SECONDARY EDUCATION

1. Name

Secondary education comprises junior secondary and

Senior secondary education. Prior to 1950, junior secondary

education was called secondary education; Senior secondary

education was called specialized secondary education w皿

SPeCial branches. Between 1950 and 1979, juhior secondary

cducation was called second level education and senior

SeCOndary education, third level one. As from 1979

distinctions were drawn between basic general education

COmPrising the first level (from grade l to 5) and the second

量evel (from grade 6 to 9), and secondary general education

COmmOnly called general education, third level.

ln 1993 the Prime M血Ster Signed Decree NO90　0n the

education system in which general education includes

Primary education, junior secondary education and senior

SeCOndary education.

2. Junior secondary education

Junior secondary schooIs admit pupils l l years of age imd

lO5



upwards who have finished primary school. 1hey comprise

four grades (6-9)

2.1. Ed!“alion coIl/ent$ l

a/ World outlook, ideoIogy-POlitics, law, ethics, rules of

behaviour ’

+ Edz/Cation on world o融look

Knowledge

- Elementary knowledge of the origin of the material world,

the development of nature and society, the relationship

between皿ngs and phenomena of the surrounding wor]d. No

religious teachings;

- Role and power of man in transforming nature, SOCiety

and man.

聖堂

- To carry out observations analysis preliminary

generalization on surrounding things and phenomena;

- To have a scien皿c way of thinking.

Attitude

- To endeavour to understand surrounding things and

Phenomena, their development and changes;

- To have trust in science; tO OPPOSe SuPerStitions.

+ E初cation o7汗deology, pOlitics aI‡d /aw

l. Basically, aCC.Ording to the d∞ument “Oヰiectives and plans of traininきm

juniorgeneral schooIs (Decision 305) signed by the Minister ofEducation on

March 26, 1986.

門脇

Knowledge

- To have general notions of principal organizations in

the political system, and of the orga血zation of the local

administration;

一To have general notions of national construction and

de柁nce;

- Tb unde重stand the basic content of the Constitution and

fundamenta= aw s ;

- Tb understand the role, taSks and traditions of血e Youth

Union and the Pioneers’Organization;

一To understand the position of Vietnan in血e intemational

COmmunity;

- To have knowledgea [rout the main political - Current

events in the locality, the country and the world;

- To understand the issues relevant to population,

POPulation policy and family planning;

- To understand one’s personal responsibility for one’s

deeds before law∴

- To understand the policies of hostility to national

independence, SOCial progress and world peace.

S壁土虫

- To read newspapers and listen to radio broadcasts;

- To know how to organize the activities ofthe Youth

Union, the Pioneers’Orga重iization and other collective§

(groups, Classes);

- To foster the habit of complying with laws, the school
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statute, the rules of behaviour in public places, in family life,

Study, and labour discipline.

Attitude

- To feel gratitude to the preceding generations and the

PeOPle, and one’s educators and fosterers;

一To feel proud of being a citizen of the Socialist Republic

Of Vietnam;

- To take a positive part in the activities of the Youth Union’

the Pioneers, Organization and other co11ective activities at

SChool and in the locality;

一To show a spirit of uhity and national equality;

- To support other peoples, struggle for national

independence, SOCial progress and world peace;

_ To live and work in accordance with law; tO refrain from

discipline infringement and law violation;

- To oppose racial discrimination.

+ Education on ethics and behaviour

Knowledge

- To understand the cultura=ifestyle;

- To understand the standards and values of social ethics,

the relationship with society, Other people and oncself (to show

gratitude, POliteness, reSPeCt and obedience to old people; tO

showl tolerance to younger broiners and sistcrs…);

- To understand the national and revolutionary traditions:

patriotism’humanism’SOlidarity’the traditions of the native

land.
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蛭間

- To comply with the rules of ethics; tO have kindness

and civilized behaviour; tO adopt an attitude of unity,

COrdiality,簡endship, generOSity; tO entertain conect relations

and to have manners l鵜fiting an industrial society;

一To be able to listen to criticisms and to practise self-

Criticism.

Attitude

- To live and work in a scien舶c way; tO COmPly with laws;

一To show Iove for and pride in the native land; tO Wish to

make it rich and heautiful;

- To feel deep gratitude to one’s educators and fosterers;

- To keep promises; tO aCCOmPlish any entrusted job;

- ′ro respect personal dignity and the honour of the

family, the class, the school’the locality and thc mo血enand;

- To lead a plain, thrifty life; tO Show sincerity; tO PurSue

needs conformable to the practical conditions of the family

and the country;

- To be hardworking;

- To refrain from reliance on others, Selfishness, deceit and

brutal actions.

b/ Cultural and scientific education

墓旦壁畔1 edge

- To have comprehensive knowledge of the Vietnamese

land, SOCiety and people;

109



一To have knowledge of the lawLaccording relationship

between the inorga血c and organic wo。d and the process Of

transformation of nature and society by man;

- To have knowledge of environment狐d envirormental

PrOteCti on ;

一To have knowledge about the rela血onship between the

organism and the environment, nutrition’health care,

physical∴training・ PreVention of diseases, 1abour safety, the

protection of and improvement to the biosphere;

一To have elementary knowledge about the structural

principles of a number of ordinary machines and labour

instnlmentS.

呈趣

- To know to listen, read, Speak, Write, Observe・ remember'

take notes; tO COmPrehend literary works; tO be able to present

the is§ueS alfeady studied; tO be acquai11ted with the

collection and study of documents;

- To be able to make calculations; tO SOIve mathematical

problems; tO Set uP graPhs・ diagrams・ Statistids; tO draw and

uSe maPS;

一To understand, read, SPeak, Write in foreign languages

which have been learned;

- To know to apply the notions・ teChniques’and specific

methods drawn from the leamt supject to the reso山tion of the

PrOblems raised;

- To know to use and maintain measurement and

experimentation instruments;

- To l鷲al)le to study, teSt and assess study results by oneself.
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- To be aCquainted with scientific mode of thinking,

Observation, analysis, Syn血etic comparisons; tO know to note

down results and draw conclusions.

Atti tude

- To have confidence in †he strength of science ar}d of man

in the conquest and transformation of na山re, SOOiety and man;

- To show diligence, dynamism initiative’hdnesty, Self-

reliance in study; tO COmPly wi血the disciplines of lear血ng;

- Consciously to apply the acquired knowledge to life and

PrOductive labour;

- To consciously make e節ects to broaden one,s knowledge

in a dynamic, independent and creative mamer;

- To preserve, Clean, embellish the environment; to fight

against envirormental pollution; tO PrOteCt the flora and fauna;

- To oppose manifestations of indiscipline・ COPying’

idleness, Parasitism in leaming.

c/ Education on labour, COmPrehensive technoIogy, Career

Orientation and preparation

Knowledge

- To understand the value of labour;

○ ○ro be acquainted with a number of general principles of

main production processes and economic organization and

management;

- To have knowledge about a number of materlals in

common use and methods to prooess them by hand or with

machines;
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ーTo have knowledge about the structural principle and

the operation of a number of labour instruments and mechanic狐

equipment in production;

- To have knowledge at)Out a number of technical

measures in some production processes, a number of rules

abou=abour protection and safety and somc notions of

PrOduction organization and management;

- To have general knowledge al)Out the main occupations

in society and in the locality, and some knowledge of the

Situation of the local economy; On this basis, tO Choose an

appropriate trade.

晴間

- To be acquainted with labour, eSPeCially leaming labour,

quali範ed labour, COllective labour; tO know to practise thrift,

hygiene and labour safety.

- Tt) know the use of a number of mechanical and electric

household appliances.

一丁h be capable of carrying out an ordinarylocal cra縄which

has tx3en leamt;

- To know to organize labour in order to increase labour

PrOducti vi ty.

Attitud隻

- To have love for labour and to stand ready for work; tO

respect iabourers and the ffuits of labour; tO have a correct

attitude to manual labour;

- To work consciously with a high sense of discipline and

great e鵬ctiveness;　¥

1宣2

ーTb oppose reliance on others・ 1aziness, lat)Our-Shunning,

negligent work, COrruPtion, WaSte.

d/ Physical and hygiene education

堕OWle唾皇

- To understand the genera=heory about a number of

movements in gymnastics and physical exercises・ tO know a

number of training methods to develop the body;

一To have basic knowledge about bodily hygiene, SeX,

envirorment, labour, nutrition; tO know how to prevent and

fight a number of common diseases.

胴囲

一To know about basic movementS Of gymnastics and

physical exercises, tO train the body in keeping with the

Stipulated standards;

- To have knowledge al)Out bodily hygiene’ SeX, Study,

work, entertainment and environment;

- To know how to comply with rules about lining up;

- To know about preventive measureS against bombs and

bullets and about first aid.

A逝tud亀

- To have a liking for physica=raining and sports: tO Show

a high sense of discipline and responsibility in tral血g and in

SPOrt COmPetition;

- To comply with the rules and stipulations in tra血ng and

COmPetitions ;
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一To take an eager part in spon events at school and in血e

locality ;

- To be regularly invoIved in phy§ical training to get inaeased

Strength for the sake of study, lal)Our and national defence.

e/ Aesthetic education

Knowledge

- To have a con℃Ct View on the beautiful and its mea血ng

in life, 1abour and art.

間‥

- Tb know to appreciate the value of literary works and

to sense the beautiful in nature and life;

- To know to describe the beautiful and to express one’s

feelings atrout the beautiful in nature, SOOiety and man;

- To know to keep and embelish the school, the home, the

Study place...

Atti tude

- Tb keep in high esteem and to protect cultu∫al and artistic

works: the beautiful in natu∫e and life;

一To make permanent endeavours to enrich one’s

knowledge and improve one’s literary and aftistic capacity;

- To take an eager part in cultu∫al and artistic activities of

the collective; tO have a liking for creation;

- To oppose uncivilized acts and bad mamers;

一To refrain from circulating and using reactionary, COrrupt

Cultural and artistic items.
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2.2. 7セaching pla扉

軸血be �Su町境t種nd種償崩書y �G職書de 

6 �7. �8 �9 

aIWeeりysu面ec鴫 �、Lesson 

1’ �Viemameselanguage �.3 �3 �2 �2 

2 �Litera仙re �3 �2 �2 �2 

3 �Histoリ �1 �1 �2 �2 

4 �Gcography �2 �2 �l �’1 

5 6 �Civics �1 �1 �1 �2 

Ma血ematics �5 �5 �5 �4“ 

7 �Physic§ �0 �2 �2 �2 

8 �Chemistry �0 �0 �1 �2 

9 �BioIogy �2 �●2 �2 �3 

10 �A請 �2 �2 �2 �0 

11 �Physicaleducation-Militarytraining �2 �2 �●2 �2 

12 �Foreignlang早age �4 �3 �3 �3 

13 �Technologicallabour �2 �2 �2 �2 

(27) �(27) �の7) �(27) 

14 �Collectiveactivities �1 �1 �1 �1∴ 

15 �Flagsaluteonthefirstdayofthe �l �1 �1’ �1 

week 

宣6 �Mid-Classrecreation,Physical �3.5 �3.5 �3.5 �3.5 

education 

b/Monthlysubjects �Sess ��ion 

17 �Productionlabourcombinedwi血 �3 �3 �3 �3 

PraCtiseoftechnoIogy 

18 �Vocationalorientation �1 �1 �1 �1 

19、 �Discussiononspecifictopics �2 �2 �2 �2 

直話SOnS �/mon血(4-5lessons/weeky �(18) �(18) �(18) �(18) 

Toぬ1 ��37 �37 �37 �37 

CISummeractivities � �Da �y 

Workinschoolor血aproduction �4 �4 �12 �12 

establishmen〔 
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2.3. Nαmber Qfj〃nior seconda′γ SChooI碑pils

In comparison with∴血e 1986-1987 school year, this

number slightly increased in the following two years, then

declined in four consecutive years ( 1988-1992). It again

increased from 1993-1994, and recorded in the 1995-1996

school year an increase of more than one mi11ion over the

角gureめr 1986-1987・

Figure ll. Mmber Q/ basic secondrry sehooI型pils

Schoolyear �冒o章al �Including 

田e皿a!es �Newrecruits 

1986-重987 �3,264,520 �1,576,397 �1,0重2,387 

1987-1988 �3,291,344 �1,617,759 �1,066,259 

1988-1989 �3,037,775 �1,566,034 �944,093 

1989-1990 �2,758,871 �1,389,757 �927,561 

1990-1991 �2,708,067 �1,337,953 �882,340 

1991-1992 �2,633,268 �1,181,939 �842,242 

1992-1993 �2,813,992 �l,295,483 �934,929 

1993-1994 �3,101,483 �1,428,803 �l,080,884 

1994-1995 �3,678,734 �1,806,710 �1,314,323 

1995-1996 �4,312,074 �2,016,094 �1,476,130 

So研ce: Educaiion /痢rmation and Management Centre,

Mi融try QfEdacation and 77t加ing (1996)・

Number of schooIs: There are at present 7,993 basic

general schooIs including 2’093 which comprise grades from

l to 9; 5,900 junior secondary schooIs which comprise grades

from 6 to 9, nOt COunting the boarding secondary schooIs

reserved for children of ethhic minority groups.

The number of class-rePeating pupils and drop-OutS at

first increased, then declined, eSPeCially in the past three

SChool years.
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Figure 12. Perce職でage Q/ Class■r呼ea/ing p型,ils伽d

みや-0αis (%) injαnior枇COn融け的hooIs

The training e飾鵜tiveness of the percentage of graduates

from basic general schooIs (grade 9) in comparison with the

pupils admitted into grade 6 is very low (at)Out 50% in the

whole country). In urban areas, almost all these pupils pursue

their studies up to the grade lO of senior secondary school;

in血描Cult places, this percentage reach 60-70fZ). The number

of good pupils has gradually increased from 2-3% to 5- 10%.

「me revised textbooks were introduced in the 1986-1987

school year and will remain in use until the year 2000・

3. Senibr secondary education

The schooIs of this levcl admit juhior secondary school

graduates from the age of 15.
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3.1. ConJent Qf cd妬ationl

a/ Education on the world outlook, ideoIogy, POlitics, law,

e億1ics and cultural behaviour

Knowledge

- Tb understand the scien句鰹c picture of血e worid, the law

gpveming the development of nature, SOCiety and man;

- To understand pressing international i料les (PeaCe,

ecology, PQPulation, food, HIV/AIDS…);

- Tb correctly understand血e ideal and basic §OOial values,

the ideal of national independence’SOCialism, democracy,

freedom, humanism, justice, peaCe, happiness; tO aChieve an

alr - rOund and hamonious devel。Pment Of the personality;

- To understand the renovation line and the major policies

Of the Party and血e State;

一To understand the basic content of the Constitution and

State laws, the citizen’§ rights and duties;

- To understand the history of national foundation and

defence, the national and cultura=dentity, the fine traditiom

Of the nation and of the revolution;

- To understand the ideals, Principles, CategOries,

humanistic and progressive virtues of mankind, Of the nation,

the et鵬cal standards in human relations, the fine oustoms, the

Civilized and courteous behaviour.

l. Basically according to the d∞unent ``O面ectives and plan of senior

§∞ondary educadon’’(D∞ision No 329 signed by the Minister of Education on

March 31 , 1990).
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- Tb ecoghize and hold in high esteem the true values of

society, the community,the family and man’1abour and

nature;

- To know and correctly observe laws; tO COrreCtly

exercise personal freedoms and correctly carry out the

Obligations towards society;

- To know to apply the principles and basic categories of

ethics to analyzing and dealing with ethical cases, aSSeSSing

one,s own moral actions and those of suapunding people; tO

temper one・s personality; tO live and work in unity,

cooperation, mutual respect and mutual assistance in the

collective; tO have cultural behaviour.

A虹i tud呈

- To support the new, the progresSive; tO do away with

contra-SCien舶C WayS Of thinking (idealistic・ metaPhysical,

superstitious...); tO be fねnk’honest; tO reSPeCt the truth; tO

struggle for the truth; tO hate lie;

- To defend the ideals and values of society, Of the

community, Of the family and of oneself; tO COntribute to their

creation; tO tun them into persona1 0匝Ctives and aspirations

in daily life;

- To respect and consciously observe the laws of the State,

the discipline and order of society, the school and the other

organizations; tO Strive to defend and carry out the citizen’s

rights; tO fight al=aw violations, a11 manifestations of
indiscipline, all negative phenomena in society;

- To promote patriotism, national pride・ national spirit; tO

defend and promote the fine traditions of the nation; tO

respect the cultural identity of all nation$
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ーTo make permanent e節orts to temper oneself mora11y in

Study and labour, jn庫iendship and love, in family, at SChool

and in society;

- To live with lofty ideals and aspiration to pursue one,s

O助ectives and plans; tO Show will, energy and resoIve to aim

higher, OPtimism, a healthy behaviour; tO foster the habit of

COnfom血ng the deed to the word; tO PrOmOte Civilized and

COurteOuS behaviour; tO hate the shelfish and debauched way

Of life running after debased enjoyment and fa11ing into

SOCial evils; tO do away with discourteous, unCivilized, rude

behaviour.

b/ Education on culture and science

Knowledge

置To have systematic and basic knowledge about modem

technoIogy, nature, Saciety and皿nking. To have elementap′

notions about the economy and technoIogy;

- To understand the basic cctltent Of national construction

and defence;

- To acquire the basic elements of the scientific

methodoIogy of each subject and the experience in research

and creation.

睦聞

一To grasp the basic operations of scientific thinking‥ tO

be capable of logic thinking and logic expression; tO be able

tO nOte, rePrOduce, analyse, COmPare and sum up, generalize

and apply the knowledge and mcthod to resoIve problemS;

一To be able to leam by oneself and to perfect step by step

One’s fund of knowledge.
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全知tude

- To respect血e discipline of study・ tO leam-in a scien舶C

way, With industriousness and self-COnSCiousness;

- To bring knowledge into practice for the sake of

effective activity;

一To wi11ingly try to enrich one,s knowledge; tO make

persistem efforts in study; to Strive for unceasing progress; tO

stand ready to put one・s knowledge to the service of sooiety.

cI Education on labour, OVeral=echnoIogy・ Career

orientation and preparation

墓重りWl ed裟

- To understand the role of production in creating the

material and moral values in the process、Of social

development; tO understand the value of the profession in

social and persona1 1ife;

一To have a preliminary comprehension of economic,

social, and labour structureS; the structure Of trades, labour

distribution in society;

- To know the main industrial process of a number of

common trades, eSPeCially those practised in the locality;

_ To understand the basic properties of common materials・

simple labour instruments and a number of main machines in

PrOduction and life;

一　To have elementary knowledge of economic

management, eCOnOmic accounting・ eCOnOmic thinking;

- To have knowledge of vocationa1 1abour hygiene狐d

the rules about labour safcty.
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間門

-丁b be accustomed to use correctly and keep in gorid

maintenance the tooIs in common use at home and in the

locality;

- Tb be able to make a rational use of ordinary materials;

-てb be at)le to perfom血e industrial prooess of a common

億ade;

- To be at)1e to repair simple labour instruments in use at

home;

一To be able to perform simple technical work for

household life;

- To be able to rationally orgahize the work, in the first

Place, Studies;

- To be accustomed to the practice of hygiene and labour

Safety rules;

- To be able to apply simple scientmc and technoIogical

advances to work.

Atti tude

- To 10Ve WOrking; tO hold jn high esteem labourers and

the products of labour;

- To be ready to work; tO WOrk honestly, With industrious-

ness actively, COnSCiously, Creatively; tO Show a spirit of

mutual assistance and cooperation in working after an

industrial-1ike partem. To hate laziness, reliance on others,

WaSte, COrruPtion;
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一To show a competitive spirit in labour; to PrOmOte

initiatives; tO improve, teChnoIogy and achieve labour

rationalization ;

- Tb try consciou§ly to spare material§, raW nlaterials, time,

human force, mOney;

- Tb §how a high sense of subnrission to the org狐ization

discipline and responsibility in work.

d/ On physical constitutions, hygiene’national defence

董nowledg豊

一To understand the methods of training;.tO develop

physical constitutions (SWifme§S, Strength, reSistance,. Skill);

- To know血e basic techniques of phy§ical exercises and

Of some sports

- To have knowledge of personal hygiene, SeX, family

planhing, enVironmental protection’disease prevention;

- To have some common military knowledge,. national

defence sports.

よ準蛙

- To know to undertake physical training aceording to the

Stipul ated standards ;

- To be able to a4jus=o the heal血OOnditions the activities

related to life, Study, WOrk, entertalrment;

- To know about血e basic techiniques of physical training

and some sports;

「昭



ーTo be able to organize sport-tralning and competitions

(at school, in the locality).

Atti tu de

- To show a high sense of health preservation and training

in study, 1abour, life and combat;

一To feel a need to take part in entertainments at school, in

the locality;

- To comply with the rules and stipulations in physical

trai血ng and sport competitions;

一To have a high sense of envirormental protection and

PreSerVation of public hygiene installations.

e/ On aesthetics

Knowledge

- To understand the beautiful in life and work, in. nature

and man, in literature and arts;

- To have elementary knowledge of the beautiful as

expressed in literary and artistic works of the nation and the

WOrld.

晴間

- To be sensible to the manifestations of the beautifl11 in

labour and life, in nature and man, in literature and arts;

一To be well-behaved to keep to the standards of a civilized

way of life; tO Say gOOd words, tO have good mamcrs;
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一To be capable of accumulating impressions and

knowledge of the beautiful in nature and life, in literature and

artS;

- To be capable of appreciating and er函ying o勘ects and

Phenomena having an aesthetic significance;

一To be capable of participating in some foms o=iterary

and artistic activities (to write in prose, tO COmPOSe POemS, tO

draw sketches, tO Perfom theatrical play§, tO Sing, tO dance…)・

生唾tud皇

- To respect, 1ove, PreSerVe and create genuine, healthy,

and civilized expressions of the beautiful;

一To strive to understand, eqjoy and preserve the cultural

and artistic legacy of血e nation and of the wodd;

_ To foster for oneself an aesthetic capacity; tO feel a need

to bring the beauti帥into all fields of pcrsonal activity as wel]

as in the surrounding bio-enVironment;

- To consiously foster healthy artistic tastes; tO foster the

ability to understand, apPreCiate and eI可oy artistic values, and

to cultivate for oneself the capacity of artistic activities

(Performance, Creation);

- To take an uncomPrOmising attitude in face of any

manifestation of lack of cu血re and any anti-aeSthetic action,

and in face of any negative action in human and sooia1 1ife;

- To r垂ct the use of negative, depraved, reactional cultural

Or ar〔istic items.
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3・2・ 7tac勅g-learning plan qf compγehensive seni。r

SeCOnda′ツ$C力ooIs

Numbe �r　　　Su面∝(C重ass �10 �Il宣 �12 

漢 �a′Perweek(lessons) �鵬sson§1 

漢 �重1e調書ure VietnaneseLengunge �2 �2 �2 

臆 ��之 �2 �1 

3 �His(0リ �1 �;I: �2 

臆 �Gcography � �2 1.5 5 �1 1.5 

漢 �重V重cS �1 4. 

漢　● �a重CS ���5 

漢 �重 � �3 �3 

8 �Che皿is書け �之 �2 �2 1 3 2 

漢　● �裏OOgy �1 �1 3 2 

漢　- �Orelgnlangunge �3 

漢 �eCnOOgy, �2 
12 �Gymnastics-defence �2 �2 �2 

eXe「CISe 

13 �Collectiveactivity �1 �.1 �1 

14 �Saluteto血enationalflag �1 �1 Sessions2 �1 3 

atthefirstdayoftheweek 

blPermon章h �3 

15 �Publicuthityor ��3 

PrOductionwork 

∴∴16 �Vocationalorientation �1 �1　　　　1 

meetin 

17 �Meetingonspecific �2 �2 34.5 �2 33.5 

S叫iec(S 

0岨　0!essons �32 

C/Peryear Productionorpublic �　Days 12l18l 

18 　u 

tilitywork 

1. Lesson: 50 minutes

2. Session: 4 lessons
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3.3. Senior secondary school attendance wa§ gradually

restored; it was only in 1994-1995　that the 1986-1987

figure of school attendance was nearly reached. As from the

1995 -1996 §Chool year, it exceeded the 1985-1986 figure.

Fi糾re 13. Seco動くめり舶hool aαenめれce (I98すI996)

Schooly∽r �To書a萱 �The鯖guresinclude 

Females �Newrecruits 

1896-1987 �917,593 �428,220 �332,046 

1987-1988 �926,420 �435,320 �319,395 

1988-1989 �843,341 �391,435 �270,841 

1989-1990 �691,487 �320,642 �208,122 

1990-1991 �527,925 �249,039 �136,485 

1991-1992 �522,733 �233,761 �235,391 239,142 

1992-1993 �576,722 �248,221 

1993-1994 �724,381 �308,649 �289,739 

1994-1995 �863,00 �386,272 �358,890 

1995-1996 �1,019,480 �457,793 �418,703 

Number of schooIs: there∴are at PreSent　701 senior

secondary schooIs which include junior secondary schooIs

(from the 6'b to the 12‘hgrade) and 644 sehior secondary

schooIs (from the lO章h to the 12th grade), nOt COunting the

boarding secondary schooIs for ethnic minorities in

PrOVinces ・
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Figure 14a. Z7!e朋肋beγ Qr ddss-タやeαi〃g P叩融　伽d

叫-0α舶in senior $eCOnくねりSChooIs

CO〃伽α0αSb)加c′セaSed加納e p伽t yea柑

Schoolye種r �Percentage(%) 

Repeaters(%) �Drop-OutS(%) 

1985-1986 �4.55 �10.07 

1986-1987 �4.32 �22.58 

1987-1988 �2.83 �21.02 

1988-1989 �2.23 �18.86 

1989-1900 �1.03 �11.04 

1990-199l �0.00 �28.00 

’1991-1992 �1.20、 �14.40 

1992-1993 �1.11 �ヽ　音, 4.重4 

1993-1994 �1.35 �5.95 

めurce: h昨)m“Ition Centre Qf Jhe M初stry ・QfEducation and

Tねining ( 1996).

The traiIling effectiveness (PerCentage Of senior secondary

SChool graduates as agalnst the number of pupils admitted

into the tenth grade) was about 60-70%. This percentage

greatly varied with schooIs and areas. It reached lOO% in the

SChooIs for gifted pupils; it was usua11y higher in urb狐areas,

in the Red River delta and in Northem Trung BO thanin

Other places. The number of excellent pupils was on the

increase; the‘figure was 8-10% in many schooIs.

The revised textbooks began to replace the old ones in

the 1993-1994 school year. The replacement has been

completed in the lOth, 11th and 12th grades.
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Figure 14b. N轟肋ber Qf d7りp細0融

Schoolyear 1985

3.4. S'均ecトやeCialized senior seconda′y ed招aJionl

In the senior secondary education, there is now, besides

the comprehensive schooIs, a netWOrk of su勘ect-SpeCialized

education: Natural Science Section (Section A), Natural

Science - TechnoIogy Section (Section B) and S∝ial Science

Section (Section C). In the total attendance of subject-

specialized schooIs・ 60'% of the pupils are in Section A・ neariy

20% in Section B, OVer 20% in Section C. In皿S netWOrk,

there is a distinction between the subjects, taught in the same

way in the three sections; those t紬かt in a11 seetions but with

1. After “Su匝CトSPeCialized Senior Secondary Education: Question and

Answer・・ by Ph糾n Minh Hac and Dinh Gia Phong. Mini§try Of Education and

Thaining, Hanoi 1994.
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different numbers of lessons per week, and particular

Su切ect which are taught in a greater number of le§SOnS and

in a more profound manner. Other activities such as

CO11ective activities, labour and ordinary crafts… are Carried

Out in identical ways in all Sections. Thus, On the basis of

COmPrehensive general education, first steps are being made

to direct pupils to di節erent trends so as to make it possible

for the graduates from the 9th grade to carry on their studies

in different vocational directions according to their ability

and tendency as clearly shown in the last years of junior

SeCOndary education; in this way, PuPils will be better

PrePared to enter vocational schooIs, SPeCialized §ChooIs or

higher education establishments (figure 1 5).

The shift from senior secondary education to a system

Of su切ect-SPeCialized secondary education is an orientation

fairly common in a11 countries, although there are di餓汀enCeS

in the division into sections from one country to another.

Vietnam has some experience regarding secondary education

divided into di熊井ent SeCtions prior to 1950. In 1988-1990

Pilot classes of sutyiect-SPeCialized secondary education were

Organized in the Hoan Kiさm School (Hanoi) and the Le

H6ng Phong School (Nam Di血). Tms renovation orientation

in senior secondary education was put forward in Decision

NO329 (1990) of the Ministry of Education, Which was sub-

Sequently asserted in the fourth Resolution of the Seventh

Party Central Committee (1993) and Decree NO90/CP (1993)

Of the Prime Minister. In implementation of the decisions set

forth in these documents, Pilot classes of general schooIs

divided into special sections were organized as from the 1993-

1994 school year in 15 schooIs in 7 provinces beginIling from

the lO[h grade. At present there are 214 such schooIs all over

the country. As from 1996　there were batches of graduates

from subject-SPeCialized secondary schooIs. The graduates

Of this network as well as those of senior secondary schooIs
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are awarded senior secondary school dipIomas and entitled to

apply for admission into post-SeCOndary general schooIs. In

the 1996 and 1997 examinations for admission into co11eges

and universities, there were two sets of sut”ects: One for

graduates of comprehensive senior secondary schooIs and

OnC for graduates of suOjecトSpeCialized secondary schooIs.

Figure 15. Teaching plan /br鋤切ec/一岬eCialized

SeCOnくねりSChooIs

(Applicable ,.om Jhe second Jerm qf fhe 1993-1994

SChool year)

NaturaIsciences-SectionA 

Common �Class �10 �11 �12 Salutetotheれationalflag �1 �1 �1 

activ吋 �Co11ectiveactivityinclass �1 �1 �1 

Commonsu匝Ct Crossedsection �Appliedtechnology �3 �3 �3 

血龍Ima書ics �2 �1 �1 

Civics �2 �1 �1 

DefenceeducatlOn �1 �l �1 

Physicaleducation �2 �2 �2 

Literature-Vietnamese �4 �2 �1 

Subject MainsectlOn �1anguage 

Histo重y �1 �1 �0 

Geography �1 �1 �0 

Foreignlanguage �3 �3 �3 

TechnoIogy �2 �2 �2 

Mathematics �5 �5 �6 

Sut)ject �Physics �3 �3 �4 

Chemistry �2 �3 �3 

BioIogy �2 �2 �3 

Optionalsubject‘ �0 �3 �3 

Total �35 �35 �35 
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Naluralsciences-`echnoIogy-SectionB 

Sa山te-0血e調(io脚l組ag �10 1 �11 ∴十 �12 ∴1∴ Co皿on 

ac(iv吋 Commonsu助ect �Collectiveactivityincla§S �1 �1 �1 

AppliedtechnoIogy �3 �3 �3 

Infomatics �2 �1 �l 
Civics �2 �1 �1 

Defenceeducation �1 �1 �11 

Physicaleducation �2 4 �2 2 �2 1 

Crossedsection �Literature-Vietnamese 
discipline Mainsection �language 
His書oサ �1 �1 �0 

Geography �1 �1 �0 

Foreignlanguage �3 �3 �3 

Ma血ematics �4 �4 �5 

Su申jec章 �mysics �2 �3 �3 

Chemistry �1 �2 �3 

Biology �2 �2 �2 

TechnoIogy �4 �4 �4 

Op書ionals巾i∞t �0 �3 �3 

To融 �34 �35 �34 

Social sciences - Section C

Common

activity

Common su匂ect

Crossed section

Su切ccl

Main section
di scipl ine

Co11ective activity in class

鑑慰霊nOlogy
C iv ics

Defchce education

Physical education

Mathematics

雑言叫
B ioIogy

TechnoIogy

Literature

Vietnamese languag9

H istory

置鴇
薄,1;琵e

Toの1

The transformation of sehior secondary schooIs into

su切ect-SPeCialized ones is encoutering di鮪culties. Firstly

some people think that suqiect-SPeCialized programs do not

ensure all-rOund education. Secondly the special budget

earmarked for this pu岬ose has been cut and no money is

available for the purchase of the equipment required for

the teaching of specialized suqiects, eSPeCially wi血regard to

血e natural science - teChnoIogy section. Tmrdly, at One time’

mathematics and literature were made compulsory subjects

for ad血ission to any establishment of higher education;

although this decision remqined in existence only紅om

August 1995 to March 1996　and was not applied in any

examination, a11 pupils of su勘ect-SPeCialized secondary

schooIs had to learn by themselves according to the

requirements of the examination§ for admission to co11eges

and universities. Fourthly, entering an establishment of higher

education after three years of §tudy` in §u助ect-SpeCialized

schooIs, the student had to fo11ow a general university course

during l.5 year before entering a special vocational course.

That is the reason why the Govemment is reconside血g this

血atte重.

3.5.雌)eCial $eCOnda7y gene糊l schooIs fプr g折ed p型?ils

Under a decision of the Ministry of Education, aS from

1987, education was developed in two directions‥ ``compre-

hensive and spearhead schooIs,,・ In a11 provinces there are at

present senior secondary schooIs for gifted pupils. Tms fom

of school began to be introduced in 1965 and first

established at the Hanoi University. Subsequently other

sch∞1s were opened at Hanoi Teachers, Tralning Co11ege

NO l and in some cities like Hanoi‘and Nam Di血(One in each).
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The special senior secondary schooIs for gifted pupils

recr血outstanding graduates of junior secondary schooIs who

are to fol10W the common PrOgram Of senior secondary

schooIs (See the teaching and leaming plan’item 3.2,

chapter VIII)・ These pupils specialize in some su印eCtS aS

mathematics, Physics, literature・ fofeign languages’Chemistry・

bioIogy, etC・ At present, each school is following its own

teaching program for these su鴫cts. At the start (in 1965)

there were Only speCial classes in mathematics. Later on・ there

appeared special classes in physics. Then a special schooI was

formed with a number of subjects, uSually mathematics,

physics, 1iterature’foreign languages.

The pupils of special classes or speCial schooIs are

actually exce11ent ones. In almost a11 these schooIs,100% of

the pupils pass the graduation examinations’and 70-80%, eVen

lOO% of the pupils are admitted into uhiversities or colleges.

Most prizes of the Nafronal Olimpics in mathematics・ Physics’

foreign languages…　Were aWarded pupils of these

establishments. The pupils of these schooIs constituted the

core of the groups Of secondary schooI pupils who attended

international competitions in mathematics’ Physics・

From 1974 to l夢6, eXCePt for 1977,1980 and 1981,

vietnam tOOk part in international competitions in

mathematics; Out Of 121 participants・ 106 won prizes

including 17 first prizes. In many yearS・ the Vietnamese

delegation ranked fifth or sixth among over 40 i)articipating

groups. From 1981 to 1996 with the exception of 1986 and

1989, Vietnam took part in 12 competitions in physics

with　61 participants and 38 prize-Winners including 2 first

Prizes and 7 second ones.
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In 1989　the firs白ntemational compctition jn informatics

WaS Organized for secondary scho。I Pupils. Vietnam tOOk

Part in it and won a third prize. At a11 [he subsequent

COmpetitions (1990-1996), Vietnamese participants werc also

preSCnt・

In 1992, a PuPil won the first prize, anOther the second prize,

and two other were awarded the tllird prize.書n 7 internalional

COmPetitions in informatics; Out Of 3 1VietnameSe Participants,

24 were prize-Winners.

In intemational competitions in chemistry, Vietnam took

Part Only once in 1996 with four attenders, Oul Of whom thrce

WCre third prizc-Winners.

In 1996, four VietnameSe Senior secondary schooI pupils

took part in the intemational competi(ion in bioIogy, but

won no pri7e. Vietnamese pupils also won many intemational

Olimpic compe厨ions in Russian and French.

Intemational education expcrts have a high appreciation

of the learning and仙nking capacity of Vietnamese pupils・

But owing to a serious shortage of teaching and learning

impIcments, eSPeCia11y modern 〔esting instruments With

rcgard to physics’Chemistry’bioIogy. Furthermorc・ aS∴PuPils

llaVC grOWn uP in a country with agriculture bcing the main

economy, their empirica=hinking is s剛weak. 1hc pupils of

special secondary schooIs for gifrod pupils usually pay too

muCh attention to their spccializcd su巾ect. In addilion, thcse

schooIs fail to combine (hc cducation in lahour and in

carcer orientation in an appropriate way.
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Figure 16. Zies擁gained dy ‘he Vje‘nameSe岬ils a/

iI!te朋ational co〃呼e融ons

Ma血emallCS �Physics �喜n龍)「mat重CS �Chemistry �BioIogy 　6 

Yca「s �1974-1996 �1981-1996 �1989-1996 �重996 �199 4 

Nu調berof COmpetilO「S �121 �61 �、31 �4 

Numberof p「lZeWi皿crs �106 �38 �24 �4 �0 

Numberof鉦sl PrlZeWirmers �17 �2 �1 �0 �0 

Chapter IX

SECONDARY VOCATIONAしAND

CRAFT-TEACHiNG SCHOOしS l

1. Outlined history of血e problem

Prior to August 1945 the「C Were Only four applied

technoIogy schooIs in the whole country. A請er 1945, during

the resistance years unti1 1954, eight sccondary vocational

SChooIs were set up in the free zones undcr the revolutionary

power and in the Viet B託war zone. They were teachers’

training, medical, Pharmaceutical・ COmmunieations and

Public works’fine arts, agrO重)reStry and forcign languages

schooIs. ln addition. there were a number of secondary

vocational classes such as t11C Thuan H6a Agro帥mists’

class, the Trung Ky Judiciary O皿cials Class・ In some

establishments of higher education, SeCOndary vocational

Classes were opencd.

1. This Chaptcr is hased on the Chaptcr VI of thc bc‘Ok “Educalion in

Vietnam’’(in English) and ‘’An OutliIIC(l ofしiduc頂ion ‘n Victnam‘‘ (in

Vietnamcsc) by I,hprn Mil-=Iac. Educ証・周Put高hi噂IIouse. Hal-Oi 1991,

1992.
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Many cra師eaching courses on englneenng, COmmuhications,

Water COnSerVanCy, Chemical products were set up in

PrOduction establishments.

In 1954,PCaCe WaS reStOred in the North.The

SOCio-eCOnOmic rehabilitation work required the existence

Of numerous technicians and workers. The training work

StrOngly developed. Many schooIs were established. In early

1965,皿ere were 1 12 secondary vocational schooIs including

56 schooIs under local management. Over　30%　of the

Pu秘Is of the secondary vocational schooIs in the country

Were trained a=hese units. This brough=he number of

SeCOndary vocational schooI pupils to 42,000 and that of

trained branches to 82.

With rega「d to cra「t|eaching, in 1965 there were 200

SChooIs and classes attended by 30,000　pupils. Other were

trained on the job at various enterprises.

From 1965, the scale of secondary vocationa=raining and

Craft工eaching expanded rapidly. In 1970 there were 213 such

SChooIs with about 124,000 pupils. As a result of皿s extremely

rapid growth, the quality of traihing was Iow, eSPeCially with

regard to practical experience and knowledge. A decision

Was taken to narrow down the traihing scale to fit in w皿the

POSSibility of ensuring quality・ The network of schooIs was

rcarranged, and in early 1975, there remained 186 schooIs

attended by about 70,000 pupils; 94% of the figure were

leaming in long-tCrm Classes, the remaining bcIonged to sho巾-

term improvement courses.

With rcgardto craft-teaC血ng,仙s was also a period of

StrOng development. In 1970, there were 186 craft-teaChing

SChooIs attended by 78,000 pupils.
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In 1975, the ant主US resistance war ended in victory, the

COuntry WaS reunified. Vietnam entered a new stage of

development on a nation-Wide.scale; the requirement for

technicians and workers became pressing, and thus the

tralning network was expanded. AIong with皿e taking in charge

Of the schooIs in the Sou皿, many SeCOndary vocational and

Craft-teaching schooIs were set up. In late 1985, there were 278

SuCh schooIs with 121,000 pupils.

With regard to craft-teaChing, after the reuhification of the

COuntry, 26 schooIs were taken in charge and new schooIs

OPened in the Southem provinces where the number of such

establishments amounted to 186 in 1979. That means the total

numbef of such schooIs across the country reached 366; there

Were also about lOOO craft-teaChing courses in various

PrOduction establishments・In 1985　there remained 313　craft-

teaching schooIs.

2. The current position

Since 1985, the　§yStem Of secondary vocational schooIs

has become comparatively stable;In 199l, their number

amounted to 270. This included lOO establishments under

the management of various ministries and 170 1ocal schooIs

under provincia1 0r municipal management. Six groups of

schooIs were formed according to technical branches:

industry; agricuture, forestry and fishcry; eCOnOmy; Pedagogy;

Culture and art; medicine and gymnastics-SPOrtS. However,

OWing to Iocal requirements, there are a number of inter-

branch secondary vocational schooIs training pupils for

SeVeral branches belonging to different groups (Figure 17a).

The secondary vocational schooIs under central and local

management are training pupils in 96　branches according to

a single list establjshed by the training services of the

M血Stry Of Education and Training.
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The system of craft-teaChing schooIs in this stage

underwent many changes. On the one hand・ in view of its too

rapid formation in the previous period・ it was dis血buted in an

irrational way. Many schooIs had very poor material faci舶es

and fa11ed to ensure good traihing; aS a reSult, they had to be

disbanded or merged into other units. In 1990 there remained

242 schooIs in the whole country (119 under central and 123

under local management). These craft-teaChing schooIs were

divided into six groups: electricity, COnStruCtion’englneerlng・

agriculture-forestry-fishery・ COmmerCe-SerVices, information

and post-telecommunication (Figure 17b)・

The craft-teaChj血g schooIs are tra血ing pupils in 390 crafts

according to a list estab量ished by the former General

Department of Craft Teaching, nOW by the Ministry of

Education and Training. This list is being revised by

extending the scope of crafts and reducing their number.

In view of山e need for young people and adolescents to

leam general knowledge along with ‘ crafts, Pilot sccondary

cra師eaching schooIs were organized at six craft-teaChing

establishments. These schooIs recruited graduates of junior

secondary schooI who are provided with senior secondary

education and trades leaming.

Besides the regular network intended to train qua皿ed

workers, a Short-term Craft-training system (Craft-teaChing

centrcs) was formed to afford uhiversalized training to the

youth, adolescents and labourers. In the whole country, there

are now more than 200 such centres in various districts. In

vicw oI increasing requirements in this field, Craft-teaChing

centres are expected to be strongly developed in the forth-

COming period・

In addition to public cra師eaching units・ Private schooIs

and classes have bcen or)ened in various Iocalities and

PrOduction units.
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Figure 17a. Wcatioml secon加ry schooIs (Clar函ed

accoIding /0 /ItZning grolpS)

Sぐhool year �Total �Classifiedaccordingtotraininggroups 

血du気ry �A如C山tu重ぐ Fores書- �Econo巾)’ �T「a血1g ofinfant �Hcalまh Care一 �Culture p’ Fi5he寄7 �§cr高ce§ �質l職場l (eache重電 �SpO巾S �.A巾s 

1986-87 �282 �38 �44 �64 �66 �45 �25 24 

1987-88 �269 �39 �41 �60 �58 �47 

1988-89 �269 �39 �41 �00 �58 �47 �24 

1989-90 �270 �30 �42 �57 �53 �46 �26 

1990-91 �261 �37 �42 �57 �53 �46 �26“ 

1991-92 �265 �38 �31 �58 �57 �47 �24 

1992-93 �266 �37 �4ユ �56 �34 �49 �28 

1993-94 �272 �33 �35 �60 �62 �48 �32 

1994-95 �259 �35、 �31 �60 �34 �48 �31 

1995-96 �253 �37 �30 �65 �51 �48 �33 

Figure 17b. C'擁-teaChing schooIs “ass卿d acco′ding

to胸ining grolpS)

Sぐhool year �Total �Classifiedaccordingtotraininggroups 

血dl履け �Agric山tu∫e- �Construc ・tion �入ノ量eぐha山c§ �Comeree �Oth○○ Fore丸ry- Fi5hery ��Driving �Service§ �kinds 

1986-87 �296 �73 �22 �63 �37 �37 �38 38 

1987-88 �274 �73 �22 �53 �33 �33 

1988-89 �274 �73 �22 �53 �33 �33 �38 

1989-90 �242 �71 �ZO �46 �30 �30 �26 

1990-91 �232 �71 �16 �44 �27 �27 �25 

1991-92 �230 �70 �16 �44 �26 �26 �25 

1992-93 �198 �68 �18 �35 �29 �29 �8 

1993-94 �198 �68 �18 �35 �29 �29 �8 

1994-95 �177 �68 �21 �23 �23 �23 �9 

1995-96 �174 �67 �20 �23 �32 �・　23 �9 
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The number of pupils attending secondary vooational and

Cra乱teaching schooIs has been increasing on a small scale

and the number of pupils of craft-teaChing schooIs has been

COntinuously decreasing in the course of the lO years of

education renovation.This is a m勾Or imbalance in the tra血ng

StruCture. It fails to meet皿e requirements of the industrialization

Of the country (Figure 18).

Figure 18. Nれ朋ber Qf坪p碗「 d“ seco朋のuッ　voca房onal

and c残存teaching schooIs

Schoolyear �SecondaryvocationaIschool ��Cra龍-(eachingschool Total �Newrecruits �Total �Newrecruit§ 

numberof ��numberof 

pupi虫 ��pupi!s 

1986-87 �52,984 �47,198 �119,783 �52,854 

1987-88 �57,799 �48,853 �102,043 �56,956 

1988-89 �55,227 �39,220 �118,083 �70,035 

1989-90 �53,245 �37,763 �92,485 �74,504 

1990-91 �51,194 �41,111 �105,083 �71,388 

199ト92 �54,682 �40,538 �77,395 �29,841. 

1992-93 �49,474 �37,575 �78,9う6 �35,893 

1993-94 �46,417 �33,570 �46,498 �23,882 

1994-95 �66,685 �44,435 �62,614 �34,αX) 

199う-96 �69,037 �48,938 �79,488 �24,087 

3. Training objectives and teaching plan§ Of craft-

teaching schooIs

3・1・ Cr印-teaChing schooIs

Cra餌eaching schooIs represent the main form of regular

Cra血training at present. Thay recruit pupils at two levels:

- Level of basic general education (91h grade); duration of

tra血ng: 2 years for simple crafts and 3 years for complicated

OneS;

- Level of senior secondary education (12tbgrade);

duration of traning: 1 year for simple crafts and 2 years for

COmPlicated ones.

In the time to come, Only graduates of basic general

education are to be enrolled with regard to simple crafts.

After graduation, the pupils are issued’attestations of

qualified workers or qualified functional empIoyees.

The craft-teaChing schooさs aim at training qualified

WOrkers in the crafts mentioned on the list of crafts to be

trained. Qualified workers are understood as people trained

according to an integrated program in the fields of ethics,

Culture, teCho10gy and craftmanship who are able to work in

a position typical of the craft as required by society at each

SPeCific stage of socio-eCOnOmic development.

For instance, a trainee electrician for an enterprise is

required :

Knowl ed些

- To understand the main technoIogica=inks in the

PrOduction chain of this craft;

143



•[To read and understand detailed sketches, aSSembly

sketcl)eS and electric diagrams of not too complex

mac11ine-tOOIs in keeping wŽMthe criterium for the 3rd grade

WOrker of the 7-graded scale•E

- To understand the operalional principle, uSe, and

maintenance of common clectricity meters. To have basic

notions of electric materials of various kinds and their uses;

ˆêTo have basic notions of mechanics, tlle rCSistance of

materials. To understand the use, OPerational principle and

structure of the mechanisms of movemen=ransmission and

transfomation currently found in machine-tOOIs;

- To understand the principles of production organization

and management of enterprises.

Ski•as and caDabilitics

- To assemble and repair lighting circuits and motion

Circuits for a workshop and carry ou=he prooesses of

disassemb1ing, maintenance and repair of a number of

electric motors and generators with an output up to 20 KVA,

transformcrs in daily usc;

- To repair a number of clectric implements (fuse carries,

SWitch, Plug, etC.) to make replaccments when necessary;

- To do some jobs of a 4th-gradc elcctrician (7-graded

SCale) when guided by a highly qualified worker:

The training contcnt comprises four groups of knowledge:

general notions of mathematics, natural and social sciences•f

basic technical notions common to the craft group, teChhical

notions and skills oJ me lrade.

•a–¿

The technical skills of the trade constitute the fundamen(al

part of the training and usually account for 55-7Q% of its

tolal duration.

The duration o”’he training program is distributcd as

‚ß110WS:

General knowledge: 5-1(”¶of the tota] duration

Basic techniques: 10-20%

Special techniques: 5- 15%

Professional practice•d 75-55%

ŠÅt should he noted that 75 -80% of the training content

regarding special techniques and professional practice are

unified for the whole country. The remaŒŒng 20-25% may be

applicd in a flexible way depending on the concrete

conditions of specific schooIs and enterprises.

3.2. Sec•BI?dar), CI•EŒ¤-ieaC/–Êg schoo‰ž

•EIhe secondary crart-tCaChing sci-OOl is whcrc the‚µraining

process is carried out according to the principle of

combining general education with the traŒŒng in professional

S“ø11s.

Sceondary cra“øeaching schooIs curol graduates from basic

gcneral schooIs to teach them general knowledge combined

wilh some crafts. Their graduatcs havc the standard•ˆof

qualil‚¤ed workcrs and an cducationa=ev•B cquivalcn=0ŽMt

of senior secondary education graduale•E Thcy are to bC

issucd qua•ãCd worker ccrtificatcs and graduation dipIol’š1aS

ol•E senior secondary cducation. •÷1C leaming duration is three

years for simpIc trades and four ycars ft-r COmPlicatcd oncs.
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