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FOREWORD

Since ancient time, the family has always played an important role in

the fomation and development of humans’personality, being the environ-

ment for nurturing children and the cosy nest for family life・ When born

and brought up ln a family imbued with humanity, eSPeCially affection and

sympathy, the child can grow into a good and use餌citizen. Ifnot・ adverse

impacts may be expected. The problems of family are within the focus of

attention of many organisations and individuals言ncluding politicians,

social activists. and scientists.

Professor L台Thi, fomer Director of血e Centre for Family and Women

Studies, has, tOge血er w皿her colleagues, devoted much time and energy to

the research on the ft)mation and development of the personality of the

Vietnamese. And the results gained are presented in this book・

We have the honour to introduce to readers this publication which is

hoped to be a contribution to the carrymg out of the Hし一man Strategy laid

down by the Vietnam Communist Party Seventh Congress’and the

objective of promoting the role of the family’Which is set forth in the

National Plan of Action for the Advancement of Vietnamese Women

towards the Year 2000.
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1NTRODUC丁看ON

MaIlkind are preparlng tO Welcome the 21st century with great hopes

and concems.

The last decades of the 20th century have witnessed the significant

achievements of the techno-SCien捕c revolution, Particularly in infomatics.

They testify to the wonde血1 ability of humans in conquering Nature and

transforming society. At the same time’they have contributed to improve

people’s material and intellectua=ife: the health care services have been

upgraded, the death rate reduced and life expectancy lnCreaSed. Human

rights, eSPeCially with regard to equality between sexes and children’s

rights, are becoming more ensured.

However. it is the human who is also able to commit stupid barbarous

or evil deeds and is subject to the consequences thereof. Ethnic and

religious conflicts as well as rivalries for power’land and natural resources

have led to protracted local wars, raCial discrimination and bloody slaugh-

ters. Meanwhile, millions of refugees are suffering poverty and distress.

The uncontrolled expIoitation of natural resources is ca甲ng enViromental

pollution and degradation. The rapid population growth has resulted in an

increaslng unemPIoyment rate and lack of dai獲y necessities. People’s

demands for health care, education and culture, eSPeCially in developing

countries, are met unduly. Social evils such as drug addiction and

prostitution going hand in hand with HIV/AIDS are threatemg mi11ions
of lives in a11 the continents. These circumstances constitute greate

concems of humans of conscience. The world,s progressive forces are
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uniting in an attempt to find solutions to the arising problems. The United

Nations and national goverrments have 」Ointly held many conferences to

map out measures to prevent the rampant disasters for the sake of peace,

equality and development all the world over. Mention should be made of

the World Conferences on the Envirorment (in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), On

Population (in Cairo, Egypt), On Human Rights (in Viema, Austria) on

Social Development (in Cope血agen, Dermark) or the Fourth World

Conference on Women (in Be串ng, China) and so forth. These events

Should be regarded as the first efforts of the world community in this cause,

Which marks the progressive tendency of development taking shape under

the pressure of mass movements.

World-Wide, mOre attention is now being paid to the imbalance between

economic and social development, the increasing poverty in many coun-

tries and the growlng gaP between the rich and the poor. Therefore, many

intemational Conferences have stressed the necessity to consider the

relation between economic growth and progressive, SuStainable social

development.

In this comection, SuStainable social development camot be separated

from the development of humans or from the family as an unit in the

nurturing and training of manpower, including the building of human

PerSOnality. In his speech at the seminar “The Vietnamese Family in the

Cause of National Renovation and the Problem of Building the Vietnamese

Man’’(Apri1 1995), (fomer) Vice-Premier Nguy台n Khinh stated: “The

PrOblem of family, though sometimes it may be neglected, COnStitutes a

COnCem Of everybody. It is now an issue which is discussed in our country

and world-Wide much more extensively than ten years ago. The fact that

the United Nations has declared 1994 the Intemational Year of the Family

is extremely significant’’.

Social problems, including the family, Were in the center of the agenda

Of the Cope血agen Summit. All heads of State who were present at the

Conference talked about the fainily. The Westem family is thought to be
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a good model for Eastern countries. However, it has exposed many

PrOblems (for example, homeless children of divorced parents and other

family troubles)" Meanwhile, Eastem countries, eSPeCially devebping

OneS have muCh experience in family organization" The sig宣lificance of the

family for every individual and for the whole society is being asserted,

OCCuPylng an importapt position in state policies. The motto of the

International Year of the Family (1994) is‥ ``Family resources and respon-

Sibilities in a changing world’’・ This means that changes in the world should

bring about progress and increase the welfare of individuaIs and families;

guarantee of basic human rights, Particularly, the rights of women and

Children should be stressed. The year was a call on national govemments

and social organizations to help families to ful鮒tlleir responsibilities

towards their members as the nuclei for progressive development of a

COmmunity and a nation.

In Vietnam, the sound standpoint on the family is presented in the
“Progranme for Building the Country towards Socialism’’adopted by the

Party Seventh Congress (July 1991) as follows:

“The family is the cell of society, the cradle which is very dear to all

individuals for the whole of their life. It is an important envirorment for

educating them in the way of life and shaping their personality. State policies

should focus on the building of welトoff, hamohious, and progressive

families. It is necessary to raise people,s awareness of the family and血eir

respousibility towards it’∴

In his paper ``Approaches to values in the study of the family and

family education(l), Professor Pham Minh Hac, former Vice-Minister

of Education and Vocational Training, POinted out that many researchers

of UNESCO underlined the “Value of the Family’’in, IPankind’s

SPiritual treasure. This value is universal as the family in all continents

l. Presented at Seminar `・The Family in the Renovation of the Country’’held by the

Centre fb「 Famiiy and Women Studies (Apri=995).
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and atall times has commoncharacteristics, including a漢trしIism, humanity,

and humaneness. According to him白in the Programme of research on

human beings, the family is really a way out, bringlng knowledge to the

broadmasses’’.

Proceeding from these arguments the study of the family’s role in the

formation and development of the Vietnamese personality is an urgent and

necessary task in the present international and national context. In餌珊Iing

this task, theoretical fundamentals shou細d be combined with sound ap-

proaches to the family issue; Observation of and investigation into the actual

state of the Vietnamese family should be linked to the brief review of its

historical developments and should be placed in the frame of Vietnamese

society. It should be noted that the State research Prqiect KX-07-09 “The

family,s role in the formation and development of personality of the

Vietnamese,, has been we11-Carried out after three years of unfblding by a

group of enthusiastic researchers. Its abundant multi-Sided results are

summed up in this book, Which is expected to be beneficial to broad

readerships.

I s】nCerely thank all my colleagues who have contributed to this book’

especia11y those who are in charge of the related sub-Prqiects such as

Nguy6n Th与Khoa, L台NgQC Vin, V6 Tin Quang, Ph9m Nguyet

L証g, L台NgQC L合n, DuongT可Dam, Ph争m Khえc chlIc)ng, Nguy6n

Tal Thu, L合Hるng Ha, Bhi Thi Kim Quy and others.

My specia=hanks go to‾Th6 Gi6i Publishers and SIDA for their

assistance in the publishing of this book.

Hanoi, 30th August 1997

Prof. LE THL、
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CHAPTER I

HUMANS AND THE PROBI用M OF SOCIAI皐ZA∬ION;

ROLE OF THE FAMILY AND THE FORMATION
OF PERSONALITY

I. HUMANS AND THE PROBLEM OF SOCⅡlLIZATION

A human is a social creature, the unity ofbioIogical and social aspects-

A human is a socia=iving entity with nature being social. TheJefore・

importance should be attached both to the social and bioIogical aspects of

human beings, first and foremost’the relationships between them and the

natural envirorment. The family exerts great influence on both of these

aspects also. Socialization of・ Or SOCial influence on humaus has a decisive

significance as through this process・ men aS living creatures can become

∫OCial humans, that is to say, ”O棚l humans. As reported by scientists・

some children were found totally separated from human society from their

birth. So, they grew up like animals; they could not stand upright; COuld

not speak humans, 1anguage nor think. On the contrary・ many Children・

well-SOCialized have become people with creative mind. In fact・ SOCializa-

tion is the process of ft)mation of personality. The child bom weak and

incapable of doing lnany担ings’through gradual contact with other people’

becomes self-COusCious and capable of grasping.血e mode of action in a

glVen SOCiety and culture.

l. Socialization first takes place in the family・ a Small social environ-

ment, from where stems the child,s personality. It conti肌eS in a larger

social envirorments such as school, a grOuP Of friends, Organizations・血e
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State, and society. Having access to more and more abundant social

information. humans have the opportunity to develop and perfect their

PerSOnality.

The family envirormenしincludes the nuclear family (ParentS and

箋護護護憲訓
norma=ives are subject to the life-long impact of the family.

2. Socialization is not the one-Way lmPaCt Of society on passive

individuals. In fact, this is a two-Wの, prOCe∫S and there is no contradiction

between humans’socialization and their free wi11. The socialization of

individuals is linked to indivldualization, although they are not the same.

These two processes have many interesting moments. The more humans

Participate in diversified social activities and get access to different

abundant sources of information, the more their socialization takes place.

But this does not mean that the results will be similar individuals as “cast

With the same mould’’. Humans differ in their perception of nature and

SOCiety, in their ways of acquiring infomation and knowledge. Therefore,

SOCialization and individualization are simultaneous processes which,

however, PrOduce different individuals with different personalities, abili置

ties, WayS Of thinking, PSyChoIogies and sentiments, and accordingly

dirferent modes of conduct towards the family and society・ The significance

and importance of socialization is demonstrated in its effect allowlng

individuals to learn basic things of socia=ife, and allowing society to

re-Create itself culturally and bioIogically, emuring the continuity from

generation to generation. Socialization is a process through which man-

kind’s c比布〃re is passed down布)m genemtion /O genemtion (firstly, Within

the family envirorment). This is a process of communication and leaming,

Which enables individuals to develop their social nature and ability to

6

ParticIPa〔e in socia=ife. Without this relation言ndividuals and society

would not be al)le to exist. Still, it continues all through the life of each

individual with features characterising each phase. The identification of

SOCialization with education of children will restric=he scope of this

COnCePt.

II. PERSONALITY AND ITS FORMATION

I. The concept ofpersonαlめ′

According to the En`yC佃aedia (Ed.一in-Chief Nguyin H血Trま6)

peITOnal砂is the psychoIogical appearance of an individual, Which bears

his / her historical and social nature; this includes the system of attitudes,

characters, aCtS Of the individual in the relatious between him / her and the

OutSide world as we11 as towards himself/ herself. According to the Dictionary

qfItycholog), by Doctor Nguy6n Khac Vien, pCrsOnali砂is a combi量lation

Of all the factors that fom a human as an individual with distinct identity,

marked individuality, Particular characteristics of the body (COustitution),

abilities, aPtitude, Style, Wi11, mOrality and social role.

H6re, We understand ``PersonaIity’’in an all-rOmd manner. 77]is /em

inc砿des abil砂and mom均,, physical and men細I capaciり,,初eやirit棚l,

prり’Chological, Jentimenlal state qr cach ind高く九α九位ol卿rising his / her

conscio〃SneSS, Sentimen毎actsタmamer, /eI呼e胸ment, Wqy Q/‘1昨). 7his

i∫初e c#alecticaルniり, Qf初e /ndivid"al and Jocial a」peC応;n cac恒pec昨c

pc∬on, his / he手behaγiour ,OWard掴a寂ml and JOCial realities・ Through

personal activities, With the guidance and education ofprevious generations

and through different relations in the family, grOuP COmmunity’a human

forms and develops his personality.

2. Conditうons句r lbγmαtまon ofpe購Onαlわ′

- Mechanical, PhysioIogical, hereditary;

-Social;

7



一Spirituality of the individual.

These 3 conditions allow us to explain the difference of personalities.

The bioIogical, Physical condition influences the bchaviour and actions of

the individual. But the personality’s value resides chiefly in the social

aspect (mQral value, COnduct, SOCial qualitie§). In the Prqiect’“Role 4偽e

frm砂jn /he jb棚房on and devel`やment QfpeIronali少” we concentrate

the study on the JOCial c即ect of personality.

Personality of each individual is manifested o融ide, reflecting at the

Sane time the iI2Jide nature. This is the behaviollr Of the individual in his

/ her social cQntaCt and the corresponding judgements and actions. This

may seen in 5 circumstances:

- The individual in economic activities (labour, PrOduction, business);

- The individhal in the family (With parents, Children, SPOuSeS);

一The individual as a citizen (with the State);

`一The individual in society (COntaCting different social strata);

- The individual towards himself / herself.

The last circunstance is also important, Since §elfLassessment (right or

WrOng attitudes and deeds, etC.) or self-aSSertion demonstrates血e peculiar

PerSOnality of血e individual. The core of personality is cousciousness.

New-boms have not yet got fu11 personality, Since血ey are not invoIved in

SOCial activities and self-aSSertion. Su能)rerS Of mental diseases do not have

PerSOnality e皿er.

The process of formation of personality is evident through the fomation

and change of an individual’s behaviour in playing different social roles

and cousidering the raised problems from different angles:

一Age-brackets: children, adolescents’yOu血s, adults, Old people.

- Gm虎r men and women with similar and different features; When

they get ma正ed, bring up and educate their children, etC.

8
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ーIn the family‥ in the roles ofthe husband, the wife, ParentS, Children.

grand-ParentS, unCles, etC.

- In society: in the role of citizens, members of a specific community

(vi11age, ethnic group, Organization, Party, etC.).

- Occupation: WOrkers, PeaSantS, traders, intellectuals, etC.

Humans’behaviour and way of playing their roles are formed step by

SteP through education’trausmission of experiences by different social

institutions; amOng them, the family has a very lmPOrtant POSition.

3. The /br肋αタion α”d deひelap肋eわきofpe購onαl寝y αre !函zfr

enced byきhe lbll〇秒諒g佃cめr8

- hbom-herec雅tzry畑ctors; they affect the embryo when it is formed.

Therefore, SCientists talk about the education of children when they are

foetuses.

- αrc〃硯f細nCe∫ and cnvironment: natural circumstances and social

envirorment to which human beings adapt themselves.

- 7he ;研uence qfed`Ca/ion (by the family, SChool, SOCiety) detemined

by the needs of the family and society; SPeCial influence comes from family

Culture;

- Activities Qf cach jncか肋(al: WOrk, PrOduction, Creation, SOCial

relations, COnduct towards oneself.

Therefore, the formation of personality is impacted by血e subjective

and objective factors. The motive force for devel(やment Qfpe′SOmldy

resides in the rise and solutions thercto; Of contradictious in daily life,血e

demands of society and ways of soIving hllman beings’problems. Those

Who have sound solutions to contradictions will make progress, meeting

the demands of society and advancing forward. So the process of deveト

OPment Of personality is not the same for all individuals.

Furthemore, this process includes different stages, SOmetimes slow,

SOmetimes fast. The child’s personality is fomed mainly during the first

9



years after b皿(1 to 6 years old) where the family plays a very important

roIe. 77!e華mi4)膏cnvironment creates初e base〆,r i履child ’∫ pCrsOnaliり′;

if this envirorment is unstable, it wi11 exert bad influence on this process.

Personality has a social character. So, it changes accordingly society’s

viewpoints on and demands for individuals change. Each historical period

has its special Jtan`地底QfpcrJOna均,, Creating its own real models of

PerSOnality.

The fomation and development of human personality is a process

extending from birth to adulthood, including 2 principal stages

The stage of formation of the child’s personality‥ They get to know how

to live and behave in society; tO take the initiative in their own activities.

77!e弱oge Qf consoliめion and pe確Ction of personality in adulthood

(CaSeS Of defomation and deterioration of personality are also recorded).

IⅡ. THE FAMILY AND ITS ROLE IN THE FORMATION AND

DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONALITY

“n,器羅United NatlOnS・ `研m申f an励t‘tZO時a

This imtitution has different foms ,餌fi11ing its functions in different ways -

The perception of its role varies from civilization to civilization. Therefore・

a unlque COnCePtion of family does not exist and there is no definition which

WOuld be applied world-Wide.

Different cultures propose different ways of life. Hence, Vario〃Sjbms

and JtrZ”tureS Qf〆zm砂. In developed countries, eSPeCially the USA and

European nations’PeOPle get married and give the first birth relatively

1. D。Cument Evol4‘tion〆‘ the凧zmib, ,s Struc他re Published by the United Nations言n

1994, the Intemational Yea「 of the Family.
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late, and a number ofcouples prefer IlaVing no children. In severa圧egions,

the populations and families are getting older. Changes in the size and

COmPOSition ofthe family are also noted together with those in the form

Of co-habitation of spouses. Many couples are unmarried; the number

Of re-Organized families (after divorce or widowood) and the divorce

rate are increasing. One third of the families are incomplete, Often

COmPrlSlng Only the mother and her children who live in extremely

di綿cult living circumstances.

On the other hand, neW POSitive factors have appeared: WOmen’s

broader participation in social production ensures their economic inde-

Pendence and gender equality in the family. The progress in bioIogical

technoIogy and health care helps women take the initiative in reproduction,

and increase life-expeCtanCy. The rights of the child are highlighted and

PrOteCted. Young people rapidly become aware of the rights to personal

freedom and independence.

The diversity of the family in a changing world is stressed by the United

Natious. The conception of life・ aS Well as the form of organization of the

family, its role and functious, are based on the economic and cultural

Characteristics of each country and the level of development of each

SOCiety・ However’the United Nations rea鯖m that the family is matZ‘ml

and cssenrfa碕ctor 4’society’an CC.OnOmic “nit(l). The family is consid-

ered as mankind,s spiritual value that needs to be preserved and promoted.

For the Vietnamese・ family has since old times been a very important

SOCial institution, a basic economic and social unit and, at the same time,

a particular psycho-Sentimental group. It is a positive fhotor pushing up

the development of society and the perfection of individua】s through the

ful甜ment of its important functions.

l " Document助man Rig触and /he励m砂; Published by the Unjted Nations in 1994,

the International Year of the Family.
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proceeding from the actual state ofmarriage and family life in Vietnam’

we `Can PrOPOSe the definitious of relevant concepts as follows:

胸高呼e is血e relation between a man and a woman (mainly sexual

intercourse) recognized by society under different foms:血e legal ra舶cation

by authoritie§; the approval by血e family・ relatives’friends through

ceremonies in confomity with local customs and practices or religious

rites. The marital relation is the basis for family life to be organized一

同mrty is a concept used to indicate a social group formed on the basis

of a m融I rela房on and the resulted cousanguinity’Whose members live

together (ParentS, Children, grand-ParemS, relatives on the father’s and

mother・s stdes). The family may also include those brought up within itself・

a皿ough they have no consanguineous relations with the other members.

All the members of the family are bound together by responsibilities and

rights (eednomic, Cu血ral, Sentimental); between them there are legal ties

recognized and protected by the State (Clearly stipulated in the Law on

Marriage and Family). At the same time・ the Family also has clear

iegulatious on the right to・ and prohibitions against sexual intercourse

among its members.

The concept of Family should be distinguished from that of household

解e海amaq). Considering the family as an iustitution, We Should

understand the purpose of its existence and the ways it餌fils itS functions.

The family institution appeared and developed firstly due to the necessity

謁置Xual relations (intercourse relations of men and women) in

l. The arbitrary sex血intercourse relations of group marriage were replaced by those

of the member5 0f the same bloodline. The punaluan family forbade sexua=ntercourse

relations between consanguineous bro血ers and sisters’and later・ it developed into lhe

family of a wife and a husband. So together w肌the development of mankind,s civilization・

血e sexual intercourse relations in血e group ca11ed ・・the Family,, more and more narrowed

under the pressure from the principle ・・natural selection,,・ Later・ those relations were fixed

and cIosely guarded by social morality・ CuStomS and laws. (See =The Origin ofthe Family・

Private Ownership and the State’’, by F, Engels).

12
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Society recognlZeS and ra曲es the coexistence of the couple ur組er the

form of marriage, and defines their responsibilities (towards spouses, their

Children and society).

A social institution・ the family has close relations with society through

its fu皿ment of its functions, and there are recIPrOCal influences between

the family and other social institutions (SChool, the state, maSS Organiza-

tions, Cultural, POlitical, religious organizatious, etC.). On the other side,

We Should note that初e fzm砂is a pa帝icz‘hr JOCioウリ励ological and

Sentimental groL件・ It is maintained and consolidated by its i血erent

relations, the cohesion of its members’Which stem from consanguinity,

Sentimental relations and responsibilities. The family is a small collective

Where the members are linked with each other by pemanent life-long ties.

They care for each other and sacrifice themselves to each other. These

family relations can hardly be ruined even when they are separated from

each other’Or they have to experience historical changes and vicissitudes.

The last 30 years of war and revolution in Vietnam have witnessed the

SOlidity of familial relations・ At present’many PeOPle retum to their native

Villages to meet their relatives in the hope of getting infomation on their

ParentS and siblings who are reported missing in war (for example,血e

move to find graves of those who were killed by war). Many ofthem are

OVerSeaS Vietnamese.

Considering the family as an iustitution, One underlines the relations

and interaction between the family and society and between the functions

Of the family itself. While considering the family as a special socio-PSy-

ChoIogical group, One PayS attention to the re履虎vefy ;I2dqend切t nature

Of the family, the unifying force, and attraction of family members, Which

are aimed at meeting their personal needs.

2・ Eもれctうoれ8 qrthe佃肋砂inきhe・SOCうαlねαtion αれdlb肋αtioれ

〆pe購Onαl砂

a) The〆lnCtions Qfthe華m均′ COnStitute its contribution to the existence

Of the social system. The family exists because it has as its mission the task

13



of fulfiling specia皿nctions naturally and socially assigned to it but no

other social institutions. Those functions exist in unity and interplay to

create human beings and to socialize them. Hence f皿ily education should

be viewed from the comprehensive approaches to other functions. The first

function of the family is rqrochction Qf human beings to ensure餌ure

generations. From the historical materialist view point’SOCiety exists and

develops on the basis of 2 important factors: rePrOduction of material

wealth and reproduction of human beings themselves. The latter is aimed

t。 meet the needs of society and of family members as children bring joy

and happiness to married couples. Moreover the raising of children is a

form of non-PrOfit investment in the future.

_ Linked with this function is the cconomic華nCtion of the family which

should work to ensure livelihood for its members. In accordance with the

level of development of society, the family may be a basic economic unit,

independenらtaking the initiative in its own activities (like the present

Vietnamese family), Or it is engaged in economic activities・ nOt COnStituting

an independent unit. But in any circumstances, the family must ensure that

the material and spiritual needs of its members are satisfied. This way the

family contributes to the reproduction of material and inte11ectual proper-

ties for society- At the same time’the family becomes a consαmer “nit,

developing more and more diversifed demands that are stimuli to boosting

SOCiety,s production.

Bring ’p and cdaca初g chi初en is a very important function of the

family. Society (SChool, masS Organizations・ etC.) helps the family but

carmot replace it. The fomation of the bases of children,s personality is

influenced by family education. The consolidation and perfection of

personality in adulthood and at old age are also impacted by the family’s

life and culture.

- The function of ensurlng砂Chological cq初ibr訪m and meeting the

sentimen初"eeds of family members is becoming more and more important

in modem society. This is to consolidate the solidity of the family as well

as the relations between husband and wife, ParentS and children.

重4

The family must satisfy the sentimental needs between husband and

Wife, (including the harmony in sexuaI relations), between parents and

Children. In modem society, the solidity of the family not only depends on

the ties of respousibility between husband and wife, ParentS and children, etC.

This solidity is more aff:Cted by the sentimental relatious in the family: the

love of spouses (Sentinental, PSyChoIogical, SeXual hamony), the affectioh

Of parents towards their children and vice-VerSa; the assurance of happiness~

freedom, democracy for each individual in cohabitatibn.

The family is where the most profound sentiments are expressed. The

intema1 1ife of the family has an increasing significance, Meanwhile the

Sentimental and educational functions of the family are becomlng Very

important.

- Another function of the family is the Aealth care and protec宛n

PrOVided ft)r its members, eSPeCially children, Old or sick people. EJen

When medical services are well-developed, this function of the family will

Surely remain necessary for its members since the problem is not cc)nfined

to medical treatment but it also incIudes the timely guaranty of psychoIogi-

Cal, and sentimental consolation and care.

In brief・ the family has the responsibility to organize and mana$e the

material and spiritua=ife for all of its members, thus satisfying their daily

demands (food, housing, education, entertairment, health care and care

for their psychoIogical and emotional state). The family is the best

SuPPOrting system that ensures security for the development of children,

the restoration of health and psychoIogical equilibrium of laborers after

WOrking hours, the care for old people who find in it a great source of

COnSOlation to avoid loneliness.

The functions of the family are based on two main factors: the needs

Of society, and the characteristics of the family,s organization itself. These

factors are su切ect to change over time. Currently, tWO tendencies are being

Observed :
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ーShift from the multirfunctional family to the mono血nctional one

(SpeCialized): the fal血y’at first’Was瓜e unique social relation (Marx-Engels);

it was the cormunity for life and work, being the framework of existence,

and the world of each individual. Gradually, With the development of labour

division and social relatious ,海舟milial r勿房o′榔Were岬amted加m soc寂

re協our. The family became relatively independent, although influenced by

Society’When its functious were specialized.

In many countries (mainly in the developed world) the family is step

by step transfomed from an independent unit ofproduction into a con糊mer

〃nit (the organization of production and business is essentially the respon書

Sibility of the State’Private and social organizations). Many functions of

the finily are partly passed on to other social institutions, for instance the

functious of child education・ Care for sick people, PrOteCtion of family

members・ etC. At present・ Significant changes are taking place in several

family’s functions.

一The rcprochctive力lnCtion as a natural process is becoming a conscious

SOCial process. In the past, the reproductive function of the family was not

SeParated from the satisfaction of sexual desire of the married couple.

Nowadays・ With the birth control means・ One Can SeParate the reproductive

function from the need for sexual intercourse.

- In the past’the edレct面on ofchildren by the family was identified with

that by Society. At present, through schooIs and other social and mass

Organizatio重IS・ SOCiety helps the family and complements its educational

activities. There is combined JOCial and〆zmilial cd五cation.

b) The family’s function of socialization and the related factors.

The objectives of socialization by the family as well as the fomation

and development ofhuman personality are based on the demands of society

and血e system of values that changes according to different historical

Periods. The family affects the fomation of children・s sentiments, PSy-

choIogy・ behaviour・ Cultural acts, WOrking experiences (through words

and actious). However, the child’s comeptions of life and world are fomed
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1ater, in the process of commg into contact with山e school envirorment

and social community, although the family contimes to play an important

role therein" The content, mOde and mechanism of operation of socializa-

tion by the family are linked to the historical conditions of each family・

the role of its members and the co-Ordination between the family and other

social institutions. All the members of the family: ParentS, grand-ParentS,

brothers, Sisters (and relatives) exert influence on the fomation of chil-

dren’s personality and its perfection in their adulthood. In the past’We

sometimes highlighted only the role of the mother in child education・

thinking little of the father; Or sometimes, We underlined only the role of

grand-ParentS but made light of the influence of the child’s siblings. In fact

each family member has his/her own particular influence (the extent of

influence depends on the circumstances of each family). In this multilateral

interaction, the fomation of chi]d personality and the perfection of adult

personality are also s‘珂ect to the joint influence by the family members.

At the same time, attention should be paid to the two-Way effect of

educators and the educated. Children may follow adults’advice or r匂ect

it when they think it is wrong. In the past, Children were forced to obey

absolutely their parents. This extreme requlrement led to latent protest or

negative reaction by many children.

The influence of adults on children, Or Of old people on youths, and

vice-VerSa Should be taken for proper consideration. Nowadays’tO bring

into play creativeness, initiative independence and enthusiasm of children・

parents should pay attention to children,s opinious’nOt imposing arbitrarily

thdir will on them. Scientists remind us ofthe inverse influence of children

on their parents which has an infomation and education significance in

many aspects. particularly in the modem times・ the socialization of

children takes place at a very quick tempo and to a greater extent than their

ParentS and grand-ParentS.

So, wha擁Cわ櫛6f the family life influence its function of socialization’

and fomation of human personality?
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First’there is the o′七en細’ing values of morality, aeSthetics, life style,

ideals in life, mOde oflife・ family’s life style. Here, We Can See the common

influence of the contemporary §OCiety on血nilies and the particularities

Of each family.

焔owIcdye of the family members・ first of all, Of the parents -

SuPPOrterS Of the family. Their experience in labour and in life, is much

linked with their occupations, Culfural standard, Which gives the sociali-

Zation envirorment of each family special characteristics. 77ze maleriel and

垂庇al /iving co肋房o榔in each family may also facilitate or impede the

PrOCeSS Of children,s socialization. For instance・ the access of the family

members to the mass-media‥ neWSPaPerS’radio・ TV・ etC.・ Or their stndy

and entertairment fhoilities. me房所ological and Jen房menftz/脇e of the

falnily members・ eSPeCially言n the relation between the parents and the

Children・ eXertS also significant influence on the fomation and develop-

ment of children,s personality; for instance’the atmosphere of hamony

and union’Or the atmosphere of suspicion and contradiction in the family.

We should stress the role of the c“lture of the nation and of the time in

making direct impacts on the family culture, an important factor in the

fomation and development of human personality. This influence has both

COrmOn and specific features in various families. A=ast, there is the

influence of o海r fOdal ‘ns幽ons (school’maSS Organizations, the State,

the comunity, etC・) which helps the family in the socialization of its

members. The extent of influence whether it is in hamony or opposition,

depends on the concrete circunstances of each family. This influence also

Varies by stages of growth (Childhood・ adu皿ood, Old age). In brief, the

family plays a very lmPOrtant rOIe in the so3ialization and individualization

Of humans・ from birth to death. This ro]e exposes different characteristics

in various kinds of family and in diiferent age brackets. Here, the combined

effect of m擁c躯and the J′?te′pky ofm′頼nc海o are clearly seen.

The educational fimction is directly cormected with the function of meeting

the sentimental・ PSyChoIogical needs of each individual・ At the same time,

it is influenced by the performance of the funetion of nurturing and caring

重8

for the family members in their material and spiritual life. The ski皿I

regulation and hamonious combination of the above factors and functions

is the key to the success餌educational process of the finily. In di鳴rent

CaSeS, this role may be p】ayed by the father’Or the mother, the grand-father

Or the grand-mOther. However, the two principal figures are the father and

the mother: their consensus on the content and method ofeducation is very

important ft〉r their children. People often say: the father represents

authority, the mother tendemess; Siblings competition, but the whole

family is unity. The family helps children grow up in all r6spects: Physical,

intellectual, Sentimental. The child will have a high sense of independence

When he has physical strength, inte11ectual abilities and sentimenta】 equi一

iibrium. For children, JeCZ/riり亘s very important, both in血e material and

the spiritual regards. Three factors ensure security〆for the c国包affection

of the parents’and the family, the acceptance of the child as a wlelcomed

member in the family; the stability of the family envirorment. A child is

happy when he/she is loved. The relatiom between the皐mily members,

between the parents and the children express their deep a維新ion, mutual

Care, and sacrifices.

IV. SOME APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM

I. 7Ⅵe s加セリon書he γりわofthel寄肋砂わきI花佃肋α練めれqfpe岬的ル

αl砂8ho章lld hαひe α COIタやO重md αnd句俗書e肋α書きc qppγ0αCh

A social iustitution or a basic ce11 of society the falnily and its activities

Should be studied in the two-Way relatio11S and mutual e締知between the

笹mi4)′ and socieり’in general, the family and other social institutious in

Particular, aSpaIl qfa励ole, With a meticulous structure. The socialization

Of human beings, the fomation and development of their personality take

Place in the relation between "a加n aIめJOCie砂, and the mutual e餓鵜t

between the individral and励e fymify-SOCiety. The relation between 3

factors : SOCiety - nature, family and individual, may be presented in a right

triangle, Which expresses the two-Way influence of these three factors,血e
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family being at the right angle. This underlines the family’s position as a

bri細e岬an′高g lIze ;巧dividual and JOCiety,.

Family Individual

The family and the individual are directly influenced by society - nature

(A)’by other social institutions (SChool ・ maSS Organizations, State agenCies,

etc.) A葛→B; A 〇〇〇〇tC; the individual (C) experiences the indirect influence

Of society through the family A-→ B -→ C; the family (B) is a獲so subject

to the indirect influence of society through the Individual: A「C-→B. On

the contrary’the finily and the individual directly influence society-na山re,

B-→A; C →A; At the same time, the family and the individual exert

indirect influences on society-nature through intemediaries, B-→ C-→ A;

C-→ )3 -一→A. So society -→ the family 〇十the individual are in the same

SyStem・ a Whole unit, With relations of interdependence and mutual effect.

Meanwhile’the family and the individual are in a relatively ;nd。,endent

exij'lence・ Creating special features in the operation of each fhotor in specific

CaSeS. For instance, With the development of the market mechanism in

Vietnam at present’the influence of society on families differs in each case

(although there are a number of cormon features); eaCh family adapts itself

to the new developments in a particular way; and the influence on child

education is different in each family, etC-

The systematic approach is also noted in the analysis of the family・s

function of socialization’COnSidered in the relation∫ qfm吻al幼fct with

Other functions (reproduction・ bring up, etC.) in the whole activity of the

family. At the same time, We Pay attention to the influence of other social

institutions on the fomation and development of human personality which
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is affected not only by the family. Nevertheless・ the family is a bridge

SPammg the indivjdual and society’a basic白intemediary・, between them

especially in the period of fomation of the child,s personality.

2・ rhe co7xpOZ‘nd αnd秒′Stemα最c αpprOαCh is Jinhed zt)iまh

COnCrete Uiez岬oints on杭sきoricαl det’elapments

We should consider the individual and the family in the process of

development of the country’in specific stages and economic, Cultural,

SOCial fields・ This is required to understand the role and influence of the

family in the building of human personality, in the past and at p「esent.

Attention should be paid to particular characteristics of economic devel_

OPment and mode of production in each region and each country; Charac-

teristics of the contemPOrary Civilization (agricultural civilization,

industrial civilization, POSt」ndustrial civilization, etC.); Characteristics of

Eastem and Westem cultures; Characteristics of indigenous cuItures and

different cultural currents coming from abroad. So, We Should consider

the compound effect of血e natural and social envirorment on human beings

and families, and its educational function in each historical period.

The development viewpoint requires the analysjs of the family・s role

ゆIlowing /he ver/ical /ine, COnSidering changes of the family through

different historical periods of the Vietnamese nation. Its influence then

Varies following the law of movement with ;nheritance and renoγation.

The o申jectives of the family in the fomation of its members, perso】1ality

Change in the course of historical development. But this does not mean a

break between tradition and modemity, but a selective i血eritance. The

PerSOnality of Vietnamese is characterized by its peculiar features, mOral

and 5p諦t〃al t“l”eS that need to be preserved and promoted.

At the same time・ We Should cousider the problem in ipaCe, following

the horizonta=ine: the reIation between the family and contemporary

SOCiety and its institutious. We sum up the effects of those factors on the

finily, the individual, in concrete historical condition∫.
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We should consider the present Vietnamese family and the Vietnamese

in [he context of grea[ JOCio-eCOnOmic cha′~geS Of the 1990s. Vietnam is

movmg from the mOdel of State socialism to a markeトOrientated multi-

sectoral economy, With many foms of ownership, Which develops in the

socialist direction. These chal-geS deeply affect the development of indi-

Viduals, personality and the role of the family.

3. We shOuld assess soundly the decisive ;I卿eI!Ce Qfeconomic condi-

1ions on changes of the family and its activity, at the same time’Pay due

attention to the relativeb′ ind印e肋ent mobility of the family.

The historical materialist viewpoint underlines the decisive role of

economic factors, and economic development on the renovation of society,

the family, human beings and their personality. It is a correct viewpoint.

But for the interna=ife of each family and the process of sociaIization of

human beings, We CamOt Simply take economic factors to explain all events

occurring in the family life, the sentimental, SPiritual, ideoIogical changes

Of each family member. For the family is a special sentimental psycho-

logical group where consanguinity, affection and responsibility constitute

a strong uniting force. At the same time, eaCh individual’s behaviour and

reaction to social events are fomed in a complicated way through his/her

馬o; and the family environment has a great influence, eSPeCially when

the individual is still adolescent.

The concrete historical viewpoint requires us to consider the objects of

study - the family and human beings - in the relation between generality

and pa諦culari,y, the uIriversal and the particular. The Vietnamese family

and the whole Vietnamese people have cormon features. At the same time,

each walk of life has their own particular characteristics. Therefore, the

modes of life and education of children differ by families, depending on

Whether they are of intelligentsia, WOrkers, PeaSantS Or businesspersons.

It is necessary to carry out comparative study on concrete families and

their role in the fomation and development oftheir members, personality.
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Here, it is important to inheri=he results of the previous researches,

as the education of children is always considered as a very lmPOrtant

function of the family. This has been researched by many Viet▲lameSe and

foreign scholars, Pedagogues, PSyChoIogists (See reference materials),

However, due attention should be paid to the renovation of the existing

ViewpomtS and approaches with regard to this problem" With changes of

the world in the 21St century, the renovation of the Vietnamese society and

family will have to experience many pressures and great impacts. The

demands posed by society for each individual wi11 be different, aS are the

requlrementS POSed by each individual for the family and society. Human

beings are striving to reach a higher sense of independence and to boost

their personality, etC.

Therefore, We face also the task to predict the future development of

血e vietnamese family and the Vietnamese as well as the problems to be

SOIved in the comlng time, although it is not yet possible to find complete

SOlutions thereto.
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CHAPTER =

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIETNAME主;E

FAMILY AND ITS FUNCTION OF EDUCATING

HUMANS THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF

THE NATION (BEFORE RENOVATION)

I. WE SHOULD STUDY THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIET-

NAMESE FAMILY IN HISTORY TO UNDERSTAND THE PRE"

SENT/VIETNAMESE FAMILY AND ITS ROLE IN THE

SOCIALIZATION OF HUMANS

To identify the Vietnamese family in the past and’at present is a f如k

for re・rearChers on the family a'ld an important content of their study. This

is to help us understand the position and role ofthe family in the formation

and development of the personality of Vietnamese through different

generations up to now.

Basing ourse】ves on the devel(pment Vie†岬Olnt, We Should link the

development of the Vietnamese family with that of the Vietnamese

nation and society in history. The immanent demands of Vietnamese

SOCiety and Vietnamese themselves at each historical period are valued

SCientifically as foundations for understanding and analysing correctly

the Vietnamese family

I. Tわe det/el(坤肋eJ露of!he喜召e"oα肋eSe佃肋秒, fhro事`gh di解reれ’

h巌0γきcαl pe手書ods

Each country and each nation experiences a particular development

PrOCeSS Which is not similar to that of any other country and nation.

24

Changes of the family, Which is the cell or the basic unit of socie[y CanllOt

be separated from those of the nation and the country・ Like all other

societies, VietIlameSe SOCiety is su助ec=o the influence exerted by the

eve11tS Or eCOnOmic and cultural renovations which take place in the world

aIld by the contemporary civilization. We should stress that初e /eve/ qf

c高lizalion of each period affects profoundly the life, the structure, the

functions and the inherent relations of the family・ Creating fO,mOnj初ures

in the process of its changes. To talk about civilization lS tO refer to the

generczl chamcter諦ic5 Of the level of economic, POlitical, Cultural and

sociall development, and the relations between human beings in each period

Of history. Here we should attach attention to the influences on the

immanent relatious of the family.

In the ag万cw初r“l civilization, the family is the “pillar’’of society

(Manage the family then govem the country and pacify the world). In the

Self-Sufficient agricultural economy, the family is an independent produc-

tion unit. In this society, marrlageS are imposed by parents, SOmetimes by

「elatives, Or the whole lineage. The ;ndivi〈れa出;nteresIs m〃S出!‘bmit /0

[ho∫e q/軌e〆zm砂and of the lineage. The role bf the son is highlighted.

AttentioIl is Paid to the cult of ancestors. The eldest son has many rights

and powers. Women are in a dependent, low position. Productive labour

星nd househOId maintenance activities, eSPeCia量ly for women, are intemin-

gled, lacking distinction. Children must work prematurely, unable to go

to schooI or to play, thus deprived of childhood. The bringing up and

education of children as well as the care for sick and old people are tota=y

ieft in the fami!y,s charge. Due to lack ofmass media, Children are basically

put under the educational monopoly of the family. The extended family with

the practice of polygany and great d鮒culties in getting divorced is a conmon

phenomenon. The size of the紐丁1ily is often lange, although the death rate

among new-boms is very high, and life expectancy is low. The industrial

Civilization comes into being with the development of machine-uSlng indus-

tries and the establislment of many factories, enterPrises・ large towus and

Cities which attract a great number of rural people. Labour-hiring develops'
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involving maI-y WOmen. The fan丁ily does not remain an independent

produc[1O11 ulljt. It 11OW includes hired labourers・ Wage-earnerS’OWnerS Of

enterprlSeS Or businesspersons・ etC- Women participate in production in

agglomerate centers far from their children and family. Family mainte-

nance becomes a heavy burden ft)r WOIpen: they are unpaid for that work.

Meanwhile, WOmen Who stay at home to ensure family maintenance are

considered unempIoyed, Who do not bring economic profit to the family.

Marriages increaslngly result from partners’own choice・ free from

imposition by their parents or relativcs. More attention is paid to the

individual’s interest and happiness・ And the recognition and protection of

the individual・s right to freedom by the State is guaranteed. Many functions

of the family are partly shared by other social institutions (Care for children・

sick and old people; development ofservices to help families’etC.). Society

also intervenes more proft)undly in a number of family affairs (for instance・

to encourage or limit child-birth; tO facilitate or impede abortion・ divorce,

co-habitation without marriage, etC.). The two-generation structure of

華mify is common; life expectancy increases, and the care for old people

or helpless people becomes a buming problem in many countries・ The

family size is smaller‥ eaCh family has only one or two children’COnSan-

gulneOuS relations weaken・ thus affecting the bringlng uP Children. At the

same time, the rate of divorce goes up; a number ofmen and women get

remarried many times, Placing their children in complicated relations with

different fathers and mothers, This is unfavourable for the bringing up of

children and their psychoIogical development. We note also the increaslng

number of children abandoned by their parents, and of families where only

the mother brings up her children with numerous d肺culties. The duration

of children・s dependence on their parents is extended; from birth to

adulthood, they are supported by their parents in all of their needs’eVen

till they finish university, a=he age of 24 or 25・ The length of the

cohabitation of married couples also expands since life expectancy ln-

creases, and couples rarely live together with their grown-uP Children.
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At present, With the achievementS Of the world-Wide sciem甫c and

technoIogical revolution, We are enterillg the era ofpost-i′~d〃Strial civili-

ZatiolらOr informatic civilization characterized by high development of

intellectual standard. Inte11ectua=abour is replacing manual labour, bring-

ing about wonder仙achievements in all fields. In many countries, the

SeCtOr Of production of material wealth accounts only for 40 percent ofthe

national economy, While 60 percent or more are contributed by the sector

of social services. Hence, the burden of household maintenance is a11evi-

ated; humans especia11y women, are being partly freed from s鉦鎌luOuS

Iow-PrOductivity jobs, thus having more time for rest, Study, reCreation,

etc. The present Vietnamese family is simultaneously influenced by the

above three civilizations, With intertwining results and also contradictions

(to be analysed in the following Chapter). Meanwhile, it is impacted by
Oriental c初tz/re (differenl from Occidental one) and regional cultures of

South East Asia with many ancient world-Class religions such as Buddhism,

Catholicism, Islam, etC. Obviously besides its particular characteristics,

the Vietnamese family has undergone a development process which has

〆at〃re5 COmmOn tO those in other countries. Although the family is a stable

institution, its history does not necessarily change at the same pace and in

the same pattem as that of society’but progress of the family camot be

SeParated from the advance of mankind.

2. Pb訪ioれqf番he Ⅵe加α肋eSe佃肋妙高hこs書oγツαnd αtpγeSenき

Vietnam is an agricultural country in the Orient, Where great signifi-

cance is always attached to the family. Vietnamese society based on rice

growing civilization, eSSentially adheres to a JedentaIy mOde Qf甚句,

considering the family as its basic unit. Thereft)re, the psychoIogy of

Vietnamese is cIosely linked with the family, Which in its tum, is not

separated from the family clan and the village" The tight linkage of three

factors: family-Village-COuntry lS a SPeCial feature manifested during the

whole process of development of the Vietnamese nation. ′丁he iden揃cation

of the traditional and modern Vietnamese family, With its function of
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11urturlng and trainlIlg humal-S, reSults from the analysis o白he life of

Vietnamese society and the ViemameSe family itself, in tlle relations

belWeen its members, and between it, the village and the State. For, the

conception, the form of organization’the role and functions of the family

are a書1 based on the economic, PO埴ical, Cultural characteristics ofVietnam,

on [he !evel of developmeni of our society (mode of organizing pr(rduction.

po塙ical and social regime, etC.) in each historical period and on the

demands of families themselves, under the impact of their economic and

cultural envirorment. Considering the role of the ccono〃南方CIOrs in

family life, We See the long-Standing existence in Vietnam of a system of

land periodica11y divided in villages, and the autarkic agricultural ecoI-Omy

based on wet-Paddy growing. Currently, Our COuntry lS mOVlng PrOgreS-

sively to a cormodity economy with the development of industry・ COm-

merce, and a market mechanism. However in general, the agricultural

economy sti⊥l exists under the form of household economy・ Smalトscale

production, With backward faming techniques and the under-developed

exchange of goods in many cormunes・ eSPeCially in mountainous and

remote regions. Concerning the way of o′ganizing socieり, SuCh adminis-

trative divisions as villages, COmmuneS , districts, etC. , have experienced

many changes in their size after their mergmg Or SeParating. Bu=he

physiognomy of the old village organized according to the pattem of a

rural cormune is still noticed. Each village has a number of claus, eaCh

clan includes many families. Therefore, CO-Villagers are often in kinship.

In recent years, a mOV町lent has developed to organize gatherings of the

members of the same clan; tO Pay homage to one,s native villages’tO find

One’s reIatives, tO PrOmOte the fame of prestigious claus which have

PrOduced many famous intellectuals or goverrmental o綿cials, etC. There

have been profound changes in the poli/ical regime of Vietnam, Which

Shifrod from the feudal and coIonialist regime to the people’s democratic

and socialist one. However, many CuStOmS, habits, and亡raditions have

bcen preserved to date in rural areas with only slight modifications. In
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recent years, d「ious folk festivals have been restored・ PagOdas and

communal houses being used for villagers’gatherings. As regards the

influence of d解re所C初t〃reS and γeligious, We Can nOte the coexistence

and mixture of grea白eligions such as Buddhism’Confucianism, Tao-

ism, Cathdlicism, lslam, and local popular beliefs as well as the

coexistence and blend of our traditional culture and Eastem, Westem,

Marxist cultures. The family is a small society. The social factors exert

influence on family life to various extents during the di徹汁ent Periods

of the nation’s history and families have different reactions to this

influence. Since man’s personaIity ha§ a SOCial character言t changes

together with the viewpoints and requlrementS Of society. Therefore`

we should study the developments of the Vietnamese family through

important historical periods, its effects on the building of human

personality, Changes and development of the relevant contents and

methods and so on. Some researchers maintain that from tradition to

modernity, the VIe加amese華mity ha∫ develaped and changed, but not

dissoIved as the old political regime. Five periods of development of

the Vietnamese family can be taken for consideration:

- The traditional falnily (before the French aggression);

- The finily during the time of French rule;

一The falnily in the people,s democratic revolution against French and

American aggressors ;

- The family in the period of socialist refom;

- The present family in the period of renovation.

This division is only relative; lt does not claim to be unlque for there

may be other ways ofdivision. For instance・ during the time of the French

colonialist rule, there were periods of patriotic anti-French movements; Or

during the period of the socialist reform in North Vietnam・ the struggle

against American aggressors continued in the whole country. Our

29



division is based on the social factors influenclng the characteristics ofthe

Vietnamese family and human pers。nality ln eaCh historical period.

3. The pαrt王cztlαrわらmpoJ.tα7訪role or佃肋叛y c[接z,re iれfhe

socこαli之αtわれofん重`肋αれS

Socialization is a process of Aanding dom c“血石e from generation to

generation. The behavioural relations iuside the Family’and between the

family and society are continuously shaped up through different genera-

tioIIS, under various written and unwritten foms: falnily rites, family

[raditions, family rules, etC. The family traditions of the m垂ority of

families in a nation form the basis off7Inify cw庇re, Part Of the common

culture of the nation. So, the study of the fomation and development of

the personality of Vietnamese camot be separated from the study of the

influence ofdi鯖erent cult11reS that have survived and now exist in Vietnam.

The study of the role of the Vietnamese family in human socialization

CamOt be separated from the study of the conte融of family cu血re, its

influence on the education of children, the stabilization and perfection of

adults, personality・ Following are the main cultures in the history of the

Vietnamese nation, that still produce influence on presen=ife of the

Vietnamese :

- ‘The traditional indigenous culture of Vietnam;

- Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism (Oriental cultures; Islam has only

Small influence, mainly on the Cham);

一Westem cultures and Catholicism, (COmbined with Protestantism,

Caodaism…) ;

- The culture of socialist Marxism and Ho chf Mi血thought.

The various extents of the influence of these cultures on the Vietnamese

family (COntentS and methods of family education)- Family culture should

be seriously studied. Here, religions are considered as forms of culture

exerting grea白nfluence on the masses. We can say that humans of

personality are humaus of ou皿re- There are traditional Vietnamese culture
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and VietnameSe humanism. So, We Should conduct thorough researches

on the different manifestations of this culture. especially on the culture of.

the traditional Vietnamese family to understand its effects on the present

family,s function of socializing humans.

II.THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY AND THE CHARACTERISTICS

OF ITS EDUCATION

」. ChαγαC書eγ王s書きcs of書γαd紡oれαl 80C育eゆαれd the tγαdきききo乃αl

佃肋砂もedαCα番うo"

Vietnamese traditional society is particularly characterized by the

long-Standing existence of the Asian mode Qfprodrc房on, nOt PaSSing

through the slave-OWning stage; its feudal regime was not typical; the rural

social organiiation was stable; the elements of autonomy in the activities

of villages existed together with the feudal hierarchy and the autocracy of

feudal kings and lords. The Vietnamese people have・ Since ancient times,

Iived on agriculture‥ rice, animal husbandry, tOgether with handicrafts and

forestry (division of labour between agriculture and handicraft has not yet

made). The system of public land, Periodically divided and allotted to

villagers, lasted for many centuries’although the system of private land

ownership gradually took shape and developed (Public land had existed in

rural areas until the 1952 - 1953 land refom). The JOCia/ Jtr附t〃re WaS

fomed with peasanls aCCOunting for the absolute mdyority of the popula-

tion, and a sma11 percentage of /andownerf’fn/ellec飯als, anisans,柄oders;

the machinery_ Of functionaries included mandarius・ Officials, nOtables・

helping the State administer the country.

Situated in South - East Asia, a trOPical zone with monsoons・ and thaIlks

to its long coast’Vietnam has many advantages. But it also often faces

natural calamities (StomS, floods, droughts). Rice growing requires

irrigation to ensure arability of the rice-fields. Therefore’the Vietrrmese

must find a suitable way of orgahizing their society in order to easily unite

different clans and villages in the building of irrigation prqiects and

preventing against natural calamities and wild beasts. The Vietnamese.
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ho“∫ehold has since Iong p「oved to be the most suitable fom ofproductio!l

Organization for the rice-grOWlng eCOnOmy・ It is also appropriate to the

SySlem Of periodical allotment of land tQ, Villagers. Although there were

豊富霊豊野芦tlOnS’the nuclear family has been common

In the traditioml family, Patriarchy was predominant though relatives

and co-Vi‖agers also exerted influence on family members. The family

WaS StrOngly affected by the Confucianist ideoIogy. At the same time, the

Vil】age community’s ideoIogy persisted. In the traditional society, intelli-

gentsia was made up of Cb′狗Cianl SCholarf, Who were engaged in

educating younger generations (but only children of well-Off families could

afford education). However, the system of ethical rules, gOVeming the

relations between different family members, and between the latter and

their relatives, the members of their clan, has been trausmitted from

generation to generation orally or in other unwritten foms, Which was part
Of family education‥ tO reSPeCt the superior, tO be self-denial in relation-

Ships with the inferior; tO Submit one’s individual interest to those of the

family and the clan; tO Show gratitude towards one,s parents, COusidering

filial piety as the first obligation; tO reSPeCt One’s grand-ParentS and pay

attention to the cult of ancestors.

The tradition of respecting men and despising women and the recognl-

tion of polygamy have pushed women to the lowest position in society. At

that time, the ideal model was the family where the members lived in

hamony’PreServing the hierarchy established among superiors and infe-

riors, reSPeCting the ethical rules; this was also a big family with many

Children and grand-Children (PeOPle believed that many children would

bring about much wealth).

Three typical knds of family existed in the traditional society: PeaSal-t

families, Confucian scholars’families, and honourable families (families

1. See小e AimcX:

亜
O-1 the Early Fomation of Vietnamese Households in histoIγ

。fmandarins , O鮒cials, richpeople). Peasantfamilies, Particularly m巌ガe-

peafant OneS , Paid attention to enabling血eir c皿dren to acquire血e experience

of doing agricultural work and business. They provided necesny guidanee

for血eir children, teaChing血em how to grow rice and raise animals and also

how to behave towards their parents, family members. relatives and co-Viト

1agers. The education was COndhcted orally and through the examples set by

the parents themselves. Meanwhile , CbゆCian融oめ珂m雄cs educated their

children through books of teachings by sages and scholars・ and血ough the

history and traditiohs of the falnily clan. The honourable families often used

versified family teachings io educate their children・ COmbining sentiments

wi血Iiterary works.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　J

In the above circumstances, the main iustitution of education for

children was the family which played a decisive role therein. Family

education was of great significance. A number of small classes were

organized in houses and directed by Confucian scholars・ Who taught

chinese characters and ethics to children. Still’Only boys were a11owed to

attend those classes.

In general, Only children from Confucian scholar families and rich

families could afford schooling in the hope of becoming mandarins and

o飾cials. Few pupils came from peasam families and they could attend

classes only soIne yearS. In fhot, the great majority of children received

education from their own parents, at home, through the family’s life, and

their activities as help for their families (Children early began to participate

in work 。n rice-fields and for household maintenance). Hence, their

physical and personality development was linked with the family’s educa-

tion, and their relatious with their friends in the village. The relations

between friends, neighbours and co-Villagers were also important・ aS an

old Vietnamese saying goes ・・栃ar ,he融’yOu Will be blackened・ "ear

海,ightタyO〃 Will be fhone,,・ This underlines the important impact of the

social envirorment.

Humans of that time received education from their parents’grand-Par-

。ntS, relatives, and co-Villagers to beconle PerSOnS for the comm〃ndy’the

33



family, the clan, the village and the State, nOt individuals with independent

PerSOnality. So, a Characteristic can be noted in the ft)rmation ofpersonality

Of the traditional Vietnamese (its influence is still see-1 nOW): the ;ndividml,

the individual interest and the individuality were not highlighted like in

Western societies; On the contrary,初e ;nterest (Zf偽e佃mify (and the clan)

W挙Put in the first place, being always in the focus of attention of society.

Hence, the unit of social partnership was not the individual, but the family.

To bring up children into good humans of personality was an ideal for all

ParentS. In the traditional Vietnamese society, humans of personality were

those who well implemented their specific functions (Parent, Child, grand-

Parent, etC.) towards their family, the village and the State. The personality

Of ;ntellec加Z広was al§O expreSSed through their industriousness in leaming

the teachings of sages and scholars, in passlng SuCCeSSfully court exami-

nations, bringing honour to the family and native land. They tried, at least,

to become teachers in血e village. The persona卑y of mandarins and

O綿cials was expressed in their benefiting the State and the nation. The

PerSOnality of ordinary workers meant their good labour which ensured

live皿ood for the family and contribution to the village. The personality

Of women was interpreted as requlrement for them to Ieam and train

themselves to becom9 gOOd wives and devoted daughters-in-law. They

Should be in charge ofthe affairs ofthe husband’s family; give birth, bring

dp and educate children, helping them grow up into good persons; SaCrifice

themselves to the interests of the husband and children; PrOteCt the concord

and union of the family.

During the centuries of national comtmction the Vietnamese pe〔かe

had contirmously to conquer nature to develop the economy, Culture and

ideoIogy. The process went alongside numerous wars against foreign

aggressious to defend national independence. The Vietnamese people once

had to experience the domination of the foreign Northemers which lasted

for lO centuries. But they did not surrender to the aggressors, PrOteCting

the hation from assimilation. And finally they defeated the aggressors to

WreSt back national independence. Patriotism and the indomitable spirit of
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the Vietnamese in the struggle agalnSt foreign invasions are their outstand-

1ng ideoIogical values. Those courageous, frank, impartial and self-1ess

PeOPle who sacrificed themselves for the common interests of the State

and the village are consecrated with great honours by the whole nation.

Many temples were bl⊥il=o worship them as saints. This is the way the

PeOPle pay homage to their great services.

2. Jれ〃αenCe Of拐dこgeno霊IS C暮勅勘γe αれd Con佃ciαnうsm oれ

1neれα肋eSe佃肋こ♭ cαltこ`re

The study of history is needed to clarify the role of the Vietnamese

traditional family and family culture. This is cIosely related to the

assessment of the所伽ences布)m d旅rent c初加res which have been

PreServed to date on the Vietnamese territory. Here, the point is the sound

evaluation of the ideological values of the indigenou§ Culture of Vietnam,

and the influence of Confucianism on Vietnamese family culture. Two

different ways of evaluating may be proposed as follows:

1) Confucianism was the ideoIogy dominating the Vietnamese tradi-

tional society, Which is still capable of exerting great influence even now.

The principles of Confucian ethics served as the base for Vietnamese family

Culture and govemed the I‘elatious between family members, and between

the latter and society. For iustance, the patriarchal system required the

absolute ruling power of the head of family, the dependence and uncondi-

tional submission of the wife and children to the husband and the father

respectively. All the family members must make /he fzmib膏Jnteresis

predomi朋nt and must abide by a clear hiemrchic o′dか. The sons,

especially the eldest son, Were highly valued and allowed to claim to many

Privileges, Whereas the women were despised. While the husband could
have 5 or 7 wives and concubines, the wife must stay absolutely faithful

to her husband, and she would be severely punished in case of adultery.

Morality required widows to remain alone all through their‘life to worship

the dead and bring up children (those widows could be conferred by the

King the honour of負virtuously exemplary women,,・ For children・ Piety
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Wa§ their primary obligation; they had also to absolutely submit to superior

mandarius and stay abSOlutely loyal to血e King. Filial piety and loyalty to the

State and the King were血e most important duties ofn克le men (“qL4∂n Jzi’’).

The Cbl血cian ethics was peIPe調ated by the feudal class (kings, mandarius,

etc.) for many centurie§ in Vietnam. It penetrated into血e mode of life,

behaviour, Way Of血inking and traditious of血e Viemamese , being in組uential

even now・ Many people hold that the good qualities of Vietnamese such

as h皿Ianity, righteousness, reaSOn, COurage, honesqら創ial piety, loyalty to

血e nation are based on the prineiples of Corfucian moralily.

2) The second standpoint is linked to the claim that before the inf批ration

Of Confucianism, Vietnam had already had its fndgeno淵C初飯re with

OutStanding features. Therefore , de§Pite its great influence , Confucianism,

解語豊,豊:‡蒜霧誓書露盤諾意盤:
intellectuals, mandarins, and state o綿cials, PeaSantS Were nOt impacted by

Confucianism so strongly ,

The indigenous culture of Vietnam had many features characteristic of

Sou血- Ea§t Asian cu血re (rice growing, SyStem Of public land, StruCture

Of villages that were almost autonomous, nOt entirely depending on the

Central administration, i.e. the royal Court). It brought about primitive

democracy, When temples and pagodas were made places for villagers’

meeting to discus§ the village’s a熊1irs, aS Well as a cormon religion L the

Cult of ancestors. The family had for long been cousidered the basic unit

Of society, an important factor in血e relations “Family-Vi11age - State’’.

Community呼タiI互#ational reconc妨a房on,脇e mio, qfd解rent religio朋,

わlemnce combined w励め〃ntless, OPen-mindedness and abso呼tion, the

認許Iations of man with the universe・ are the characteristics of

A HAPPY WAR-INVALID COUPLE

Photo by Kim Htmg

Vietnam News Agency



Proceeding from the characteristics of Vietnamese indigenous culture, a

number of researchers pomt Out tO the following characteristics of VIe加amese

.佃mib, CZ/ltz/re‥ COmmunity spirit and the family interests are highlighted;

attention is paid to di部erent family members・ but the great respecf is

reserved for the father 2nd mother (as a folk song goes: “77ze contrib融ons

dy初e佃偽er are as high as初e 77!ai moz/ntain,・初e加votion c!f励e mo初er

is as immense &S初e JO#rCe qfa river, chi肋’en Sho初d reやeCt初eir華初er

and revere /heir mo偽er’’, CtC.). So, it camot be said that women are

despised.

In the family, affection and responsibility between husband and wife,

ParentS and children, between the family members, Other relatives, and

CO-Villagers are highly appreciated. The family has a deep respect for older

PeOPle and affection towards children; in their turn, the older members do

their utmost to ensure happiness and a better life for the children’生h呼やy

is /he華mi4)′ Where rhe chi初“en肋PaSS脇eirf勃er’’, nurish confidence

in them (“脇en /he bamboo js o均やro妬Wil/ `堪りmr’’)・ Here, the family

members tend to Iook forwards to the future, Which is totally different from.

Confucianism which always tums toward the past. The different ways of

assessing the influence of Confucianism on the Vietnamese family result

in different oplnlOus On WOmen + position in the family and society. Some

PeOPle hold that women are virtually equal to men as required by

Vietnamese culture, tO the needs of daily life and production (rice-grOWing

requires division of labour: the husband pIoughs the fields; the wife

transplants rice, Seedlings, etC.), the conditions of a country often facing

PrOtraCted wars (the husband is on the front far from home while the wife

takes charge of all family affairs, and thus has real power over the children,

as a saylng gOeS: “77!e O′der givenめ,初e h郡band ;s HO再o ;I7pO胸nt as

tんot dy初e w昨’’. The happiness and strength of血e family stem from the

COnCOrd and union of the spouses “A colple /iγing ;n conco′d can dr理p

even /he励stem Jea’’・ Others say that Vietnamese women are in fact, in

a position of dependence; they suffer inequality in the血nily and in society.

Men have the power of household head・ deciding on all important family
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affairs, and so violence against women still exists. This is a problem

requiring further‘discussion" We camot yet draw any conclusions, but can

hote its great significance for the analysis of the jraditional Vietnamese

family culture as well as its influence on the fomation of the personality

Of the Vietnamese and the values that need to be preserved. The centuries

- 1ong development of Vietnamese society shows that, despite many

limitations, the Vietnamese, With their personality formed in the traditional

family have wellrfulfilled their historica=asks: enSurlng PrOduction,

bringing up children; enlarging the national territory and preserving its

independence. The Vietnamese family in the past successfully educated its

Children, meeting the requlrementS Of the then society.

We are of the view that with its imposition during a long time, Chinese

Culture exerted great influence on Vietnamese culture and the Vietnamese

traditional personality, Particularly through Confucianism. But many

Confucian conceptious were Vietnamized and their contents changed

accordingly. Therefore one camot say that Vietnamese and Chinese

Cultures are the same; that the Vietnamese personality is the expression of

Confucian morality or the Vietnamese family is built following the

Confucian prlnCiples, etC. In fact, the national identity of Vietnamese

Culture, Of the Vietnamese family and the Vietnamese is recognized by

every-One. This identity had taken shape from the ;ndigeno礁C“ltz‘re Of

Vietnam long time ago, before the introduction’of Confucianism. In its

tum’this culture came into being together with the creation ofthe country;

it was consolidated in the course of history to be stabilized gradually. It

WaS COnditioned by †he geography and the rice-grOWlng eCOnOmy Of

Vietnam and the activities of Vietnamese in the struggle to conquer nature,

and to defend and enlarge the national territory. The moral values shaped

by this culture include community spirit, the autonomy of villages,

traditional patriotism exposed in the struggle against foreign aggressions;

the unity and mutual aid of the members of the same clan and village; the

PeaCe餌coexistence of di飾汀ent religions; the relations between humans

based on Humanity - Justice - Loyalty. These values persist throughout
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Our history in spite of the influence of Confucianism whose influence was

exerted mostly on the feudal class and intellectuals,

III. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILY DURING THE FRENCH

DOMINATION (1858-1945). CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILY

EDUCATION AND THE PERSONALITY OF VIETNAMESE

I. Vfe加αmeSe SOCieめ′競れder French do肋!nα青香on

With their about 80- year rule・ the French coIonialists pursued a policy

to plunder colonies and carry out political repression. The Vietnamese

PeOPle suffered countless hardships and sorrows’mthlessly expIoited and

OPPreSSed by the French coIonialists. Having completed their invasion of

Vietnam (Which lasted from 1858 to 1884), the French colonialists imposed

their rule, and through it’Westem culture on the country. This action

resembles that by the Chinese feudals before: both cultures were introduced

int9 Vietnam in a forcible way. However, unlike Chinese feudalism,

French capitalism brought about changes. in Vietnam,s economic, POlitical ,

and cultural fields. In order to exploit to the utmost the abundant natural

resources of Vietnam, French capitalists had developed a number of

indt/Strial bmn〔hes, built factories, enterPrises, and mines, Set uP Planta-

[ions of rubber, COffee, tea, rice etc. developed means of conmunication

and transport (roads, POrtS), boosted commerCe, including import and

export and so forth. Hence, the Vietnamese autarkic economy could shift

toward a market economy (although only at the initial stage) and an

OPen-door policy (although in transactions mainly with France). A=he

Same time, a number ofbig cities were fomed (Hanoi, Saigon, Hai Ph6ng

and others). The above changes in the nature and structure of the

Vietnamese economy (besides agriculture, began to develop industry and

COmmerCe On a Small scale, and there was lack ofmany important branches,

however-This led to the shaping of a new social structure different from

traditional society made up of peasants, intellectuals, functionaries, traders

and state officials. In other words, the working class came into being, (in

1 930, there were 220,000 workers) together with the ”ational bo甲geOisie
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(in sma11 number), the urban pe均, Z,O雄eOisie (Civil servants・ teaChers,

joumalists, free-1ancers, Small traders, etC. ) and inte11igentsia who replaced

the old educational system with the French one∴n rural areas peasants

sti11 made up the majority of !he population, ln addition to a small number

of landowners. The newly-bom classes brought about new interests・ needs・

aspirations, 1ife-Sty重es, and ways of thinking.

Important changes were recorded in the cultural field. Noteworthy was

the rise of the Qu6c Ng宙(Vietnamese romanized alphabet, tO Which great

coritribution was made by Rev. Alexandre de Rhodes) in replacement for

old Chinese characters. SchooIs were opened, teaChing pupils in Qu6c Ng宙

and in French, from primary and secondary to university levels. The old

system of examinations was abolished together with the introduction of a

new one.舟ench c%触n was widely di鮪JSed. Such ideals as equality,

freedom, democracy and law-ruled State step by step in珊trated into the

Vietnamese intelligentsia. Literature and arts were imbued with the

philosophical ideas ofgreat French names, Which were wide-SPread among

young urbaners and accompanied with human viewpoints on the rights and

happiness of individuals, PrOfessions and citizenship… The establishment

of the Pasteur, Radium, OceanograPhy Iustitutes , the Geographical Services ,

the Far-Eas!em School and others facilitated the dissemination of techno-

scientific knowledge (the old system of education focused only on the

experience of ancient times, thus limiting the creativeness of pupils). In

小e time of dominanee of Westem culture, Vietnamese intellectuals and

you血s had the opportunfty to get access to modem science and technology,

acqulrlng neW information and knowledge from Qther nations. Typical was

血e case of Nguy6n Åi Qu6c, leader of the vietnamese Revolution・ The

ideas of freedom声qunlity, hunanity with which he had acquainted through

French newspapers and books disseminated in Vietnam urged him to go

to France (a new world with a new civilization) and search for a way of

national salvation.
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The above economic・ POlitical・ SOCial, Cultural chal丁geS m general, led

to all-rOund changes in many lmPOrtant aSPeCtS Of ViemameSe traditional

SOCiety. However changes occurred mainly in urban areas, amOng yOung

PeOPle, intellectuals, members of we11-Off families, While the life of

m勾Ority of the poor rural people Jank擁o da水ness aI7d pOVe,ty. The

traditional society strived to preserve itself but in fact, it began to coI】front

with gradual disintegration. Still,川the changes affected, SteP by s記P but

StrOngly, the personality of Vietnamese and the falllily’s role in i{S

formation during this period.

2. ChαngeS jれfhe mode of n扉ng αれd fhe J咋-Style or f九e

V;etれαmeSe佃mi短fhe!γ iれnαenCe On佃m均′ CZtl露`re αnd

きhe personαl砂of VわtnαmeSe

While the majority of rural families maintained the traditional mode of

living, neW SOCial classes and strata (WOrking class, bourgeoisie, Petty

bourgeoisie, WesトCentered intellectuals, urbaners etc.) had introduced i11tO

their families many new elements concemmg the conception of marrlage,

the relations between different members ofthe family, the methods bfchild

education, etC. In the circumstances言he traditional family with its both

positive and negative characteristics had to strive to overcome difficulties

to ensure family life and to seek to adapt itself to the new developments.

There was then interference between our traditional culture and newly

introduced Western culture. Some cases of “copying’’Westem models

seemed ridiculous and alien to the Vietnamese identity. However, many

progressive elements from this new culture were selectively absorbed and

assimilated by Vietnamese. Western-born ideas such as freedom’individ-

ual interests, rights and responsibilities of citizens, freedom in love and

marrIage gradua11y penetrated the minds of young educated people.

In marriage one began to pay attention to Iove. Many marrlageS,

especia=y among young people who had occupations・ Were the result of

love and free consent of both partners, though approved by their parents.

After marrlage, mOSt neWly-Weds live separately from their parents. In the
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family, although the husband still had the greatest power, the wife had

more freedom than before; the relations between husband and wife (and

ParentS and children) were more democratized. Particularly in urban areas,

many women went to work as teachers, nurSeS, Phamacists, WOrkers,

empIoyees. They began to gain economic independence from and equality

With their husbands.

In the cdrcation qf childreIZ, the family was provided with assistance

by school’Particularly in imparting to children knowledge. The number

Of children going to school further increased from primary and secondry

SChooIs to colleges and universities (teaching was done in Qu6c ng宙and

French). A number of rich families sent their children to study abroad.

Urban we11-Off families alIowed their daughters to attend the first to the

third grades; a few of them went on with the education at universities (for

teachers training or medicine)- Though not yet wide-SPread, this was a

VeIy ”eWphenomenon in the Vietnamese family. It was hoped that, When

educated, Children could be empIoyed by the Govemment.

In family education, a focus was made on formation of children’s

momli砂and perJOnali砂in confimity with the traditional ethical standards :

filial piety・ Sacrifice for the family,s interests, gratitude to one,s grandi)arentS,

WOrShip of ancestors, Observance of familial hierarchy" Patriotism, indomi-

tability and national pride were cousidered valued traditious to be preserved

and promoted by families from generation to generation" At the sane time,

血e interference of tradition and modemity in many cases led to contradictious

between theIuselves and between different generatiom.

fystem Qfi′ぴomation: at the time newspapers and books (although not

numerous as today) had many e批類S On yOung PeOPle, intellectuals and

urbaners’helping them acqulre mOre neW information・ Hence, family

education was assisted by society. Meanwhile, it had to share power and

COuld no Ionger keep its monopoly intact like in traditional society. Changes

in the mode 4’living and dressing particularly in urban areas, also impacted

the population. Men,s dothing shifted from Vietnamesc style to Wcstem
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fashions; WOmen rePlaced `tれI7d/了’with ”do ddi’’, Festival and other

entertairments were tinted with Western coIour. Movie houses, theatres,

dancing halls were built and Westem songs and music were diff11Sed, etC.

So, What are the outstanding features of the personality of the then

V ietnamese?

Vietnamese have since long been imbued with fervent patriotism. When

the French coIonialists invaded血e country and imposed‘ their rule on the

POPulation, different social strata were continuously raised to fight them : there

Were Patriotic movements such as C粗Vumg(“Rescue血e King’’) Duy T各n

(Refomists) and血e revolutionary movement launched and led by the

Cormunist Party (Since the 1920s)・ The Vietnanese people’s political

COusCiousness gradually grew from patriotism to血e awareness ofthe necessity

to struggle for democracy, tO liI庇cIosely national independence with social-

ism. This spirit finally stimulated a broad movement of the masses, Which

Was trausfomed into a mtion-Wide insurrection. Its f山it was the August 1945

Revolution and the birth of血e Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The

Dechn訪on qr〃α姫タendenCe read by President m Chi Mi血on September

2 , 1 945 was crystallization of the personality of Vietnamese which developed

in the course ofhistory. Its apex is manifested in the mo償0: “We would rather

die than live in slavery’’, Which in its tum, Shows our detemination for

national independence and fieedom.

Patriotism was the most important characteristic of Vietnamese

PerSOnality in this period. It was evidenced from the iron-Will and

indomitability of countless revolutionaries, members of the Communist

Party, in their heroic stmggle against foreign aggressors, despite hardships

and barbarous tortures they had to suffer in their prison. A=he same time,

the contact of the Vietnamese with Westem culture facilitated them

accumulating advanced scientific, teChnical knowledge and cultural

Patriotic values of other nations. This helped them make new progress.

Vietnamese also began to learn how to conduct a market economy with a

new mechanism.
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A sectio11 Of VletllameSe intelligelltSia getting m COntaCt W皿foreign

cultures haVe Changed their way of thinking. absorbing new theories,

ideoIogleS a】1d researcll methods. They have assimilated the good and new

elemellt Of other cultures and言n combination with our traditional values.

hu航a new nationa=iterature based on a new sys[em Of script simple and

easy to unde「stand廟l(51 /’諦). Many outstanding researchers (On history,

educatioIl, Culture) writers, POetS, Painte「s, artists, etC. have appeared,

PrOduclng Significant works that are s剛admired by today’s readerships.

Previously, in the contact with Chinese culture, Vietnam, being a

backward agricultural country with a feudal reglme, had mainly assimilated

Confucianist humanities and ethics (including code ofconduct). In the time

Of French rule, Via the culture of France a developed capitalist country

With large-SCale industrialized production and bourgeois democratic re-

g重me, Vietnamese could acqulre muCh scientific and technical knowledge

in different fields (not confined only to social sciences and humanities).

rV. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILY IN THE 30 -YEAR STRUGGLE

FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION (1945-1975) AND THE MOULD-

ING OF THE PERSONALITY OF REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTERS

AND SOLDIERS OF THE PEOPLE)S ARMY

I. hγやαCきof標)αr αnd reひOlαtまon on V育etnαmeSe αnd ihe

Vこe轟けαn事eSe佃I高砂

War is always the most severe action, bringing about many vicissitudes

in society and every family. It puts to the most severe test the personality

Of humans.

The August 1945 Revolution and the resulted establishment of the

People’s Democratic State in Vietnam marked a crucia=urning point in

the development of Vietnamese society. These events might have paved

the way for our nation to begin a new phase of national building・ But the

French coIonialists, nOt reSigning themselves to being deprived of their

Privileges and interests in Vietnam, SChemed to retum and impose agaln
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their rule on this country. Hence, the Vietnamese people had to be engaged

in a resistance war that lasted nearly ten years (1945-1954). And after the

liberation of the Northern part of the country, they had had to go or with

a 20-year long armed struggle (1955-1975) before the country was

reunited. Few nations have to su鮒訂COntinuously 30 years of war in order

to regam national independence like Vietnam. War is synonymous with

terrible destruction of economic and cultural bases; loss of labour forces

due to numerous deaths of children and adults, eSPeCially young men.

Vietnam’s cities and villages had to endure barbarous bombings ℃arried

out by those who wished to bring this country back to the “Stone age’’;

the campaigns to spray toxic chemicals over Vietnam’s territory not only

destroyed the envirormental balance, but also left serious aftermaths ‥ eVen

now many cases of defomed new-boms by those who have lived on the

contaminated regions are still recorded" This war has been a severe test

for the personality of the Vietnamese. It forced them to reveal their nature

in extremely abnormal circumstances and to make clear differences

between just and ur可st causes. This test also demonstrated祝e鋤CCeSS 4‘

the mqioriり′ Qf Ⅵetnamese華milies/ in the moulding of the personality of

revolutionary fighters and soldiers of the People,s Amy・ ready to make

all sacrifices for the cause of national liberation. Vietnamese families could

stimulate patriotism and courage among all of their members. We should

note tha=he cumlng aggreSSOrS SChemed brutal wars. Thus, the anti-

French resistance war of the Vietnamese people was transformed by the

aggressors into the civil war between ``communisIs’’(based in forests) and

the marionette “nationalisiS,, backed by the French (in cities and towns).

The anti-American resistance war of the Vietnamese people was trans-

formed by the US imperialists and their lackeys into the ideoIogical s皿ggle

between 2 reglmeS: the員republic regime,, in the South and the ``cormunist

regime・・ in the North, With the partition of the country. This crafty trick

Of the enemies trausformed the struggle against foreign aggressors into an

ideoIogical conflict and thus created misunderstanding among a number of

PeOPle, distrust and denial of the legitimate cha昭cter of this struggle for
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nationa=iberation. This occurred in a number of families, leading to

dissidence・ break, Sentimental damages.

War i§ a SeVere teSt for families. It causes deaths and destructions,

leading to family division and influenclng negatively the family atmos-

Phere・ eSPeCially care for children. Separa[ion was a cormon feature of

the Vietnamese family during the 30-year reSistance war against foreign

invasions’Which brought tragedies to many people, and causlng emity

and conflicts between family members’including those in their way of鵬

and ideoIogy. A great number of young people, VOlunteered to leave their

families to join the People’s Army, yOung VOlunteers detachments, the

PeOPle’s labour teams to serve the fighting front. They were ready to

SaCrifice their personal interests and happiness for the cause of national

Salvation.

Meanwhile’their wives and mothers had to work for them and take

Care Of all family and c9mmunity affairs. In fhot, WOmen, Old people and

even children were・ at the time, in charge of production and management

Of villages・ enSuring the maintenance of the norma=ife. The family

remained a basic economic and social unit, Particularly in rural areas, all

through the war. In a self-Su飾cient economy, families had to /おd

海mselves especia11y during the first years of the Resistance war against

French colonialists, When Vietnam was totally isolated from the World and

thus lacked any foreign assistance’and provide food for the Amy. AIso,

they had to contribute manpower and material property to the Resistance.

Women had to go on with their function as mothers (giving births, nurSing

Children and training them) and as daughter$ (Care for old parents and

grand-ParentS). In their tum’mOthers, Old grand-ParentS also cared for the

life of war invalids and even looked after the resting-Places of fallen

SOldiers. The noma獲life of society in war based itself on the most reliable

SuPPOrt SyStem: the family. However, the situation when married couples

lived con房n〃OuSfy Jn岬,側頑on, eVen for lO or 20 years, did cause damage

to their sentimental life. Furthemore, the burden of household chores was

too heavy for women, Who encountered many difficulties in the education
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of children without their fathers (in many families both the father and the

mother were far from home, Or both were killed by the war).

Several million ofVietnamese were killed by the war. This caused great

losses and sorrows for Vietnamese families. Furthemore, the numerous

war inValids, WOunded and sick soldiers are burdeus for their families and

society, both in material and spiritua=ife.

Experiencing the long and hard war, the relations between the family

members turned out to be special relatious of a particular sentimental and

PSyChoIogical group, Whose members were tied by unbreakable affection

and consanguinity. Obviously’Vietnamese, eVen forced by war to live far

from home, always think of their family.

The a鮎ection of the family always constituted a great source of

cousolation and encouragement for combatants to strive to fulfil their tasks,

being ready to sacrifice themselves for the country. They were aware that

they struggled for their family and native land in the hope of ensurmg

lasting peace and happiness for them. Those who stayed home, always

nourished the images of their dear husband, father, Children, brothers or

Sisters. They made the greatest e鯖brts to work to contribute to the cormon

Struggle, because they hoped that the resistance would end in success very

soon and they would reunite with their dear relatives and friends. Those

who had committed errors and went a wrong way, Were Pardoned by their

family when they felt remorseful for their wrong doings.

2. The ed霊ICαまうon orch訪dγen αnd the mo基`ld番7四〇fpersのnαl砂

of ⅥeきれαmeSe fhrozJgh fhe rlαtionαl nberαtion z”αr

The education of children and the formation of human personality

through the 30 years of war constituted a test for families. In the war・ the

affectionation among family members increased to become a constant

source of encouragement for them to work hard and fulfil their daily tasks.

On the other side, the war created di飾culties for stimulating children to

go to school to raise their educational and intellectual standard. The absence

of the father or the mother brought about limitations on the fomation of
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children’s personality. The ol⊥tStanding features in the personality of

Viemamese during this period were a′de′# patriotism, indomitability,

irbn-Will and determination to defend national independence. Those quali-

ties were manifested clearly in revolutionary fighters, Cadres of the

resistance’SOldiers of the People,s Amy, members of young volunteers

detachments, etC" aCrOSS.the country in different field, at different levels

and ages. Patriotism urged everybody to act as a combatant fighting for

nationa=iberation and reunificati6n for the building of an independent,

democratic and peaceful Victnam. Patriotism was manifested in some

WayS. It was high sense of responsibility, One’s readiness to sacrifice, eVen

One’s life, for the just cause of the nation, PerSeVerapee in enduring all

hardships, the spirit ofjustice, disinterestedness, affection and compassion

towards one’s compatriots, etC. During the war, there were countless

exampIes of heroic soldiers, COmbatants, Cadres of the resistance, COura葛

geous young people and children and women capable of fulfilling 3 tasks‥

PrOduction’Care for family affairs, and supply for the front and fighting

When necessary. During the resistance war, the personality of Vietnamese

WaS teSted, temPered and trained up in a most severe way: in life and fight.

Othe宣・ aspects of socia=ife such as development of economy. science,

education, Culture in the conditions of war should be taken for consideration

to understand more deeply the personality of Vietnamese in this period.

In the cconomicj詑k7, the development was still /imited. This was an

autarkic economy based on a agricultural production; COrmOdity produc-

tion was confined only in number of cities and towns; industrial branches

Were nOt muCh developed. Although after 1954, the North entertained

economic relations with the socialist countries, and the South with the

USA’France’etC; Vietnam,s foreign trade at that time was on a very small

SCale. In the cu初ral〆eld, before 1954, there was a mixture of many

Cu血ral components. The people,s patriotic and democratic culture in free

ZOneS in the North and liberated areas in the South was combined with the

traditional culture. The rise during the war ofa strong contingent ofwriters,

POetS, and artists with excellent works set glorious landmarks for patriotic

Culture. After 1954, the South experienced the infiltration of American
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Culture while French culture con血ued to exert strong influence on the

inte】1igentsia. The North was under the impact of Marxist culture, SOCialist

culture and the cultures of the Soviet Union and East Europea11 COuntries.

Many young people in the North were trained in the socialist countries,

While their Southern counterparts came tO Study in the USA, France, etC.

They were influenced by forelgn Cultures and ways of life. A=he same

time their knowledge and qualification was obviously improved. It should

be noted tha白n the South, the knowledges of management, business and

commodity economy was more promoted than in the North. Regarding

education, the development of anti-i11iterary classes, Prlmary, SeCOndary

schooIs and universities, that began during the anti-French Resistance war

was considerably stepped up after 1954" Then, despite American bombings

and the hardships caused by the war, the children who were evacuated

from cities to the countryside continued their schooling. Various kinds of

SChooIs and universities were main〔ained, With a contingent of teachers

devoted to the education of the young generation. The personality of

Vietnamese forged in the struggle for national liberation was expressed in

the most condensable way through President H∂ C/)了Mi′初, the most

representative of the Vietnamese nation, Who is exto11ed by the World and

admired even by the enemies. He was characterized by an eminent

morality, intelligence, Patriotism, love and compassion for his compatriots’

adherence to unity and solidarity with all progressive peoples, justice and

disinterest, and a very simp】e way of life・ He gained the affection and

COnfidence of everybody, Wiming the heart of different social strata.

Furthemore, he could arise in the Vietnamese people an extraordinary

Strength, enCOuraging them to struggle under the leadership of the Party’

to achieve the total liberation of the country・ The history of Vietnam is fu11

Of the names of leaders who played important roles in d皿cult periods of

the country. However, President恥Chf Minh with his personality is a

brilliant representative of the 201h century vietnamese man’Who spared

no effort to struggle for the right of his nation to live in independence and

freedom. And here, One Can nOte the profound influence exerted by family

education on the fomation of his personality.
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V. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILYAND VIETNAMESE PERSONAL-

ITY IN THE PERIOD OF BUILDING SOCRALISM (OLD FORM)

(1955-1986)

I. ChαngeS jn V毒tnαmeSe SOCieめ′ d重`rjng fhe soc育αlきst

reひoII`t占on

The socialist revolution actually began in the North from 1955 after

its tota=iberation. At the time, Vietnam had to continue with the struggle

for liberation of the South and national reunification.

The strategic tasks of the socialist revolution in the North were set out

by the communist Party. And the cause of socialist reform and building

WaS Carried out in the North for 20 years (1955-1974) in order to serve

the Resistance war against the US imperialists, tO defend the North and to

liberate the South. After the great victory of the Vietnamese people in the

Spring of 1975, SoしIth Vietnam was liberated and the whole nation

reunified" The cause of socialist reform and building was unfolded in the

entire country. However, after some years, Vietnam faced great di珊culties

and 《)bstacles. The country fe11 into a serious socio-eCOnOmic crisis.

Therefore, the 6th plenum of the 4th party central Committee was devoted

to the discussion on the situation to find a way out of the crisis. At the 6th

Congress of the Party (1986), a relatively alトround Renovation /ine was

adopted for the socialist construction in Vietnam. Prior the 6th party

Congress, between 1955 and 1986, the building ofsocialism in the North,

then in the whole country, WaS Carried out fo11owing the pattern of old

SOCialism. It was characterized by an economy plamed and highly concen-

trated (from central to grassroots levels), based on the regime ofcommand

and of public ownership of the principal means of production (under the

fom of State-run and co11ective enterprises). It rqjected private ownership,

in a socialist mode=hat had strong impacts, both positive and negative,

On the personality, the family and its education of the Vietnamese.

Remarkable changes have taken place in the eCOnOmy. With a relatively

all round assistance from socialist countries, eSPeCia11y the Soviet Union

and from some westem countries (for instance, Sweden) a series of big
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State enterprises in many branches were established (industry, COmmerCe,

Communication and transport, etC.). They imported a lot of new equip-

ment, emPIoymg a great number of laborers. In the course of socialist

refom, many Private enterprlSeS becamejoint ventures. In agrjculture and

forestry, many large State farms were also fomed to a虹aCt many local

peasants who became in the wake of this State workers・ New Slate

agencies, ministries and branches were set up’tOgether with a system of

scientific research Institutes. We can say that never before had the number

of civil servants and State empIoyees increased so fast.

However, the State management mechanism was based on State subsi-

dies and bureaucracy and State-OWned enterprlSeS e巾Oyed the subsidy from

“input’’(CaPital, meanS Of production, WageS for workers, etC.) to

``output’’(distribution and consumption of their products). Therefore, the

managers of those enterprlSeS aS Well as their empIoyees did not pay much

attention to business accounting and to calculating losses and profits. They

worked following the plans decided by the State, and received wages fixed

by the State for each grade and rank. The principle生work according to

one,s ability and e互ioy according to one’s labour’’was dimmed by

egalitarianism, Which is unable to stimulate initiative and productivity" In

agricu初re, CO11ectivization was completed in provinces of the Northem

and Central parts ofthe country’While in Southem provinces・ COOPeratives

were fomed and dev?1oped from hamlet to commune level・ Land・ OXen・

buffaloes and other production instruments became co11ective properties.

Peasants were turned into IneII砂ers Qf coaperatives and distributed in

different production teams. They worked according to the plans decided

by the management Board of the cooperative; Went tO rice fields following

the signal ofgongs, and worked like industrial workers. The characteristics

of agricultural production were somewhat neglected. The income of each

cooperative member was calculated according to work points marked in

the note-book of the production team leader and summed up at the end of

each crop. Each family was able to borrow before tha=ime a certain

amount of rice from the cooperative. Here, the distribution of products
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also had an egalitarian character; muCh attention was attached to the

implementation of State policies・ but not much to productivity and indi-

vidual contribution to the cooperative.

Genera=y speaking, in the economic management, the Revolution in

PrOduc〔ion relationship (transforming production individual and private

relationships into State and collective ones) was considered at that time the

key measure to develop, While not much attention was paid to the norms

Of economic growth and improvement of the people’s living conditions.

In the medical, Cd′Calional, Cul/Walfel疎, muCh progress was recorded

thaIks to large SkZ/e高d,Sidies for public welfare (Part Of the subsidies came

from cooperatives funds) ・

In c視cation, the system of schooIs, COlleges and universities was

expanded. The number of pupils and teachers increased rapidly at different

levels. Many new specialized universities were established. The number

Of young people going to study in socialist cOuntries increased year by

year, including those who pursued university and posトuniversity degrees.

The foreign languages, eSPeCially Russian, taught at school helped the

Vietnamese to make acquaintaince with socialist culture (books, neWSPa-

PerS, reViews, Cultural, Philosophical and technico-SCientific works, Of the

SovieしUnion and East European countries). The knowledge of our

intellectuals was imPrOVed. The State subsidies made it possible for the

rystem Qf c′’eChes and j′畑nl JChooIs to expand in urban and rural areas,

COntributing to the care for and education of pre-SChooI children. In this

Period, the /Ole〆schooI was put in the first place. Many families entrusted

totally the education of their children to schooIs and the State, from their

Childhood to the years of university and post-university study.

In the field of heal[h care, a SyStem Of medical stations in

COmmuneS and wards was enlarged together with district, PrOVincial

and central hospitals. The provision of medicines and treatment was

the monopoly of the State. There were no private physicians, eXCePt

for a small number of traditional medicine practitioners. However,

the contingent of Western-educated medical workers increased rapidly.
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The free medical check up and treatment provided by different health care

establishments helped to lesson the burden of the people’s expenses on

health care. In the cu初mljテeld, aS POOr families could not afford radio

and television sets, a SyStem Of public Ioudspeakers was developed in

communes and wards, Which proved to be effective’in expeditiously

disseminating necessary information, Particularly State policies. Besides,

many itinerant film prqjection teams and perfoming art troupes travelled

in different localities (COmmuneS, State- OWned farms, etC.) to o徽汀

free-Of-Charge services or with small charges. This helped populations to

get access to the cultural and artistic achievements of the country and of

the world alike (mainly of socialist countries). Libraries and clubs formed

in many localities (at provincial, district and cormune levels) provided

free-Of-Charge service for young people and those k毒n to accumulate

knowledge. Incomes of families in this period were low; Only few could

purchase ft)r themselves books and newspapers, SO the majority of popu-

lation used public libraries.

At that time, the influence on our cultura=ife came mainly from socialist

culture and Marxist culture. Especia11y in North Vietnam, the cultures of

the Soviet Union and East European countries were popular. Meanwhile,

the influence of old cultures still remained, although weakened. In the

ideoIogical field, the interests of the working class and the collective were

highlighted. Individualism and individual interests were combated. So・ the

role and interests of the family were not in adequate attention.

In the social〆e妨the role of mass organizations was underlined: the

Youth Union, the Women,s Union, the General Confederation of Labour

(Trade Union), the Fatherland Front and so forth. Each stratun of the

population had their own organization・ Subsidized by the State. Together

with Party organiza`ions in different locallties・ those mass organizations

directed the activities of workers, Civil servants, COOPerative members.

The JOCial JtmC飯re at the time was made up of the working class, the

collective peasantry, members of different kinds of cooperatives, intellec-

tuals, a Small number of petty traders and individual entrepreneurs.

53



2. me γOle αnd ed[tCαtionαl何れc訪on of fhe佃肋砂jれfhe

per育od of bαきlding socこαlまsm (old lbrm)

IIl a management meChanism as pointed out above’the State machinery

was very cumbersome, doing at the same time both functions: management

and business operation (including in health care and cultural branches). In

皿al areas there was the powe血I system of cooperatives. Political

organizations were highlighted, unlike administrative agencies (People’s

Cormittees, and People’s Councils). The political activities and spiritual

life as well as the career of each individual took place following a special

model, OutSide the influence of the family. The華m砂was almost rq)laced

by other social institutions with regard to educational function. Fu血er-

more many other functions of the family were also neglected・ PrOducing

negative impacts on the Vietnamese poor and self-Sufficient economy.

When the socialist refom was basica=y completed in agriculture, handi-

craft, Private capitalist industry and commerce, family members in the

working age became mostly State empIoyees, Civil servants’Or COOPerative

members, The family, having been an independent unit of production・

stopped perfoming its cconomic〆`nCtion笹r cooperative members’the

family’s economy remained but played only a mlnOr rOle). The family

became a unit providing labour forces for society. Wages and incomes of

family members depended on the distribution by the State and cooperatives.

In the bureaucratic subsidy-based system, it was common that the operation

of State enterprises and cooperatives was not effective (Still there were

cases of embezzlement of public property by a number of leading cadres).

Therefore, the incomes of the working people were low; their families and

Children lived in poverty.

In urban areas, a number ofState empIoyees (even criticized by society)

strived to find additional sources of income from sidelines. In rural areas,

families relied mainly on the incomes they earned from the生5 % of land’’

1eft for their own utilization by cooperatives and from animal husbandry.

The family,s strength言nitiatives and capital wefe poured’’into this pIot

of land. Therefore, there were cases of families who eamed from this kind
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of land up to 80% of their tota=ncome. In fact, Caring for the material

and spiritua=ife of family members was the responsibility of each family.

The cooperative and the State were in charge of common problems and

general state of affairs. In other words’at that time nobody took care of

the family,s life as much as the family itself. Fathers and mothers had to

sweat their guts out, SOmetimes secretly, tO feed themselves and their

children and to save some money ln CaSe Of need, When the State and

cooperative were unable to help them, glVen the small public welfare fund.

The system of creches, kindergartens and infant schooIs’free of charge・

greatly assisted mothers with small children. SchooIs and mass organiza-

tions, Particularly those of the youth and teenagers made significant

contributions to the socialization of children and young people. Many

families entrusted totally society and schooI with the task of educating their

children. The long-time concentration of children in nursing centres far

from home WaS WrOngly considered as a good means for the formation of

the socialist personality. In fact, One emPhasizes nowadays the necessity

to create the envirorment of small families in orphanages' tO enSure the

good formation of children,s personality. Obviously, there must be coor-

dination between the education by the family and that by the cormunity・

especially in the sentimental regard. Even the system of hospitals and

medical stations can never飢Iy replace the family in health care for

children, Old and sick people and invalids. The subsidy system created the

psychoIogy of passiveness’Which counted upon the distribution by the

State and cooperatives, following the principles of egalitarianism even in

the e巾Oyment Of cultural products. All affairs were dependent on the State,

the cooperative and the communit立including problems concemlng mar-

rlageS, funerals and family intemal relations. The collective spirit was

underlined, While the interests of the individual and the family were not

spoken about. Meanwhile, many WrOng doings of a number of leading

cadres who abused power and public funds were concealed. Family

education of children was to help them become State employees who could

live on wages and subsidies from the State for the whole of their life.
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But the socio-eCOnOmic crisis p血more pressure on family life. The

family itseIf was driven into a situation when it had an urgent need to find

a way to save itself. Once again’the falnily demonstrated its particular

Viability and role that can be undertaken by no other social institutions.

Society can never replace the family or lower its role. The fomation of

PerSOnality of the Vietnanese at that time was strongf所砂enCedめ, SOCie砂

through school and teenagers’organizations, (in one’s childhood) as well

as State agencies and entexprises, Party and mass organizations (in one,s

adulthood). The family had the role of a coordinator with society in the

fomation of new, SOCialist citizeus. The education about the duties of

Children towards their parents, grand-ParentS, brothers, Sisters and rela-

tives・ and their corresponding ethics was based on the specific conception

Of each family. Many good models of socialist personality came into being:

PerSOnS Who w6re wholy devoted /O the common jntere融qfsocieり′ , having

a high sense of socialist community and seIflessness in work and life. These

models were more followed during the Resistance war against American

aggressors’eXPOSihg brilliant combatants civil servants and Party members

Who sacrificed their lives for the country, Striving to achieve national

liberation and reconstruction. For some time, this was the common

皿nking: the more we develop §OCialism (Old fom), the more persons with

lofty ideals and perfect personality of collectivism will appear. However,

reality did not justify this wish・ As the means of production were regarded

as public proper〔y・ labourer§ became wage-eamerS With no real power.

Meanwhile a number ofdecadent State cadres abused their power and made

use of the weaknesses of the bureaucratic management mechanism, Seeking

PrOfit for themselves through State and collective funds and public prop-

erty. Those people wanted to enrich themselves by expIoiting others.

Facing the d鮒culties caused by the socio-eCOnOmic crisis, Ordinary people

had to answer: Should they struggle for the interests of the collective or of

their own? Where is the boundary between collective interests they should

respect and individual interests they should gain and defend? They had to

POnder over the answers when living side by side with those plundering

Public funds. However many people, COnSCious and revolutionary-SPirited,

Strived to get out ofthe crisis. Noteworthy was the fact that the Cormunist
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