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FOREWORD

Since ancient time, the family has always played an important role in
the formation and development of humans’ personality, being the environ-
ment for nurturing children and the cosy nest for family life. When born
and brought up in a family imbued with humanity, especially affection and
sympathy, the child can grow into a good and useful citizen. If not, adverse
impacts may be expected. The problems of family are within the focus of
attention of many organisations and individuals, including politicians,
social activists. and scientists.

Professor L& Thi, former Director of the Centre for Family and Women
Studies, has, together with her colleagues, devoted much time and energy to
the research on the formation and development of the personality of the
Vietnamese. And the results gained are presented-in this book.

We have the henour to introduce to readers this publication which is
hoped to be a contribution to the carrying out of the Human Strategy laid
down by the Vietnam Communist Party Seventh Congress, and the
objective of promoting the role of the family, which is set forth in the
National Plan of Action for the Advancement of Vietnamese Women

towards the Year 2000.

THE GIOI PUBLISHERS
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INTRODUCTION

Mankind are preparing to welcome the 215t century with great hopes
and concerns.

The last decades of the 20th century have witnessed the significant
achievements of the techno-scientific revolution, particularly in informatics.
They testify to the wonderful ability of humans in conquering Nature and
transforming society. At the same time, they have contributed to improve
people’s material and intellectual life: the health care services have been
upgraded, the death rate reduced and life expectancy increased. Human
rights, especially with regard to equality between sexes and children’s
rights, are becoming more ensured.

However, it is the human who is also able to commit stupid barbarous
or evil deeds and is subject to the consequences thereof. Ethnic and
religious conflicts as well as rivalries for power, land and natural resources
have led to protracted local wars, racial discrimination and bloody slaugh-
ters. Meanwhile, millions of refugees are suffering poverty and distress.
The uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources is causing environmental
pollution and degradation. The rapid population growth has resulted in an
increasing unemployment rate and lack of daily necessities. People’s
demands for health care, education and culture, especially in developing
countries, are met unduly. Social evils such as drug addiction and
prostitution going hand in hand with HIV/AIDS are threatening millions
of lives in all the continents. These circumstances constitute greate
concerns of humans of conscience. The world’s progressive forces are
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uniting in an attempt to find solutions to the arising problems. The United
Nations and national governments have jointly held many conferences to
map out measures to prevent the rampant disasters for the sake of peace,
equality and development all the world over. Mention should be made of
the World Conferences on the Environment (in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), on
Population (in Cairo, Egypt), on Human Rights (in Vienna, Austria) on
Social Development (in Copenhagen, Denmark) or the Fourth World
Conference on Women (in Beijing, China) and so forth. These events
should be regarded as the first efforts of the world community in this cause,
which marks the progressive tendency of development taking shape under
the pressure of mass movements.

World-wide, more attention is now being paid to the imbalance between
economic and social development, the increasing poverty in many coun-
tries and the growing gap between the rich and the poor. Therefore, many
international Conferences have stressed the necessity to consider the
relation between economic growth and progressive, sustainable social
development.

In this connection, sustainable social development cannot be separated
from the development of humans or from the family as an unit in the
nurturing and training of manpower, including the building of human
personality. In his speech at the seminar ‘“The Vietnamese Family in the
Cause of National Renovation and the Problem of Building the Vietnamese

Man”’ (April 1995), (former) Vice-Premier Nguyén Khanh stated: ““The
problem of family, though sometimes it may be neglected, constitutes a
concern of everybody. It is now an issue which is discussed in our country
and world-wide much more extensively than ten years ago. The fact that
the United Nations has declared 1994 the International Year of the Family
is extremely significant”.

Social problems, including the family, were in the center of the agenda
of the Copenhagen Summit. All heads of State who were present at the
Conference talked about the family. The Western family is thought to be
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a good model for Eastern countries. However, it has exposed many
problems (for example, homeless children of divorced parents and other
family troubles). Meanwhile, Eastern countries, especially developing
ones have much experience in family organization. The significance of the
family for every individual and for the whole society is being asserted,
occupying an important position in state policies. The motto of the
International Year of the Family (1994) is: “Family resources and respon-
sibilities in a changing world”. This means that changes in the world should
bring about progress and increase the welfare of individuals and families;
guarantee of basic human rights, particularly, the rights of women and
children should be stressed. The year was a call on national governments
and social organizations to help families to fulfil their responsibilities
towards their members as the nuclei for progressive development of a
community and a nation.

In Vietnam, the sound standpoint on the family is presented in the
“Programme for Building the Country towards Socialism’’ adopted by the
Party Seventh Congress (July 1991) as follows:

“The family is the cell of society, the cradle which is very dear to all
individuals for the whole of their life. It is an important environment for
educating them in the way of life and shaping their personality. State policies
should focus on the building of well-off, harmonious, and progressive
families. It is necessary to raise people’s awareness of the family and their
responsibility towards it”. f

In his paper ‘‘Approaches to values in the study of the family and

family education'! , Professor Pham Minh Hac, former Vice-Minister
of Education and Vocational Training, pointed out that many researchers
of UNESCO underlined the ‘“Value of the Family” in mankind’s
spiritual treasure. This value is universal as the family in all continents

1. Presented at Seminar ““The Family in the Renovation of the Country’ held by the
Centre for Family and Women Studies (April 1995).



and at all times has common characteristics, including altruism, humanity,
and humaneness. According to him “in the Programme of research on
human beings, the family is really a way out, bringing knowledge to the
broadmasses”.

Proceeding from these arguments the study of the family’s role in the
formation and development of the Vietnamese personality is an urgent and
necessary task in the present international and national context. In fulfilling
this task, theoretical fundamentals should be combined with sound ap-
proaches to the family issue; observation of and investigation into the actual
state of the Vietnamese family should be linked to the brief review of its
historical developments and should be placed in the frame of Vietnamese
society. It should be noted that the State research Project KX-07-09 “The
family’s role in the formation and development of personality of the
Vietnamese’’ has been well-carried out after three years of unfolding by a
group of enthusiastic researchers. Its abundant multi-sided results are
summed up in this book, which is expected to be beneficial to broad
readerships.

I sincerely thank all my colleagues who have contributed to this book,
especially those who are in charge of the related sub-projects such as

Nguyén Thi Khoa, Lé Ngoc Van, V5 Tan Quang, Pha_un Nguyét
Lang, Lé Ngoc Lan, Duong Tu Dam, Pham Khic Chuong, Nguyén
Tai Thu, Lé Héng Ha, Bui Thi Kim Quy and others.

My special thanks go to"Thé Gidi Publishers and SIDA for their
assistance in the publishing of this book.

Hanoi, 30" August 1997
Prof. LE THL

CHAPTERI

HUMANS AND THE PROBLEM OF SOCIALIZATION;
ROLE OF THE FAMILY AND THE FORMATION
OF PERSONALITY

I. HUMANS AND THE PROBLEM OF SOCIALIZATION

A human is a social creature, the unity of biological and social aspects.
A human is a social living entity with nature being social. Therefore,
importance should be attached both to the social and biological aspects of
human beings, first and foremost, the relationships between them and the
natural environment. The family exerts great influence on both of these
aspects also. Socialization of, or social influence on humans has a decisive
significance as through this process, men as living creatures can become
social humans, that is to say, normal humans. As reported by scientists,
some children were found totally separated from human society from their
birth. So, they grew up like animals; they could not stand upright; could
not speak humans’ language nor think. On the contrary, many children,
well-socialized have become people with creative mind. In fact, socializa-
tion is the process of formation of personality. The child born weak and
incapable of doing many things, through gradual contact with other people,
becomes self-conscious and capable of grasping-the mode of action in a
given society and culture. '

1. Socialization first takes place in the family, a small social environ-
ment, from where stems the child’s personality. It continues in a larger
social environments such as school, a group of friends, organizations, the
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State, and society. Having access to more and more abundant social
information, humans have the opportunity to develop and perfect their
personality.

The family environment includes the nuclear family (parents and
children) and the extended one (grand-parents, relatives, etc.). So, society
exerts on humans comprehensive impacts through different social institu-
tions (the family is only one of them, even though it is very important) and
humans’ living conditions in a specific natural environment and society.
The significance of these impacts change according to the various phases
of a human’s life: childhood, adulthood, old age. However those who have
normal lives are subject to the life-long impact of the family.

2. Socialization is not the one-way impact of society on passive
individuals. In fact, this is a two-way process and there is no contradiction
between humans’ socialization and their free will. The socialization of
individuals is linked to individualization, although they are not the same.
These two processes have many interesting moments. The more humans
participate in diversified social activities and get access to different
abundant sources of information, the more their socialization takes place.
But this does not mean that the results will be similar individuals as ‘‘cast
with the same mould”’. Humans differ in their perception of nature and
society, in their ways of acquiring information and knowledge. Therefore,
socialization and individualization are simultaneous processes which,
however, produce different individuals with different personalities, abili-
ties, ways of thinking, psychologies and sentiments, and accordingly
different modes of conduct towards the family and society. The significance
and importance of socialization is demonstrated in its effect allowing
individuals to learn basic things of social life, and allowing society to
re-create itself culturally and biologically, ensuring the continuity from
generation to generation. Socialization is a process through which man-
kind’s culture is passed down from generation to generation (firstly, within
the family environment). This is a process of communication and learning,
which enables individuals to develop their social nature and ability to
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participate in social life. Without this relation, individuals and spciety
would not be able to exist. Still, it continues all through the life of each
individual with features characterising each phase. The identification of
socialization with education of children will restrict the scope of this
concept. '

II. PERSONALITY AND ITS FORMATION

1. The concept of personality

According to the Encyclopaedia (Ed.-in-chief Nguyén Hitu Trac)
personality is the psychological appearance of an individual, which bears
his / her historical and social nature; this includes the system of attitudes,
characters, acts of the individual in the relations between him / her and the
outside world as well as towards himself / herself. According to the Dictionary

of Psychology by Doctor Nguyén Khéc Vién, personality is a combination
of all the factors that form a human as an individual with distinct identity,
marked individuality, particular characteristics of the body (constitution),
abilities, aptitude, style, will, morality and social role.

Hére, we understand ‘‘Personality’’ in an all-round manner. This term
includes ability and morality, physical and mental capacity, the spiritual,
psychological, sentimental state of each individual, (comprising his / her
consciousness, sentiments, acts, manner, temperament, way of life). This
is the dialectical unity of the individual and social aspects in each specific
person, his / her-behaviour towards natural and social realities. Through
personal activities, with the guidance and education of previous generations
and through different relations in the family, group community, a human
forms and develops his personality.

2. Conditions for formation of personality
- Mechanical, physiological, hereditary;

- Social;



- Spirituality of the individual.

These 3 conditions allow us to explain the difference of personalities.
The biological, physical condition influences the behaviour and actions of
the individual. But the personality’s value resides chiefly in the social
aspect (moral value, conduct, social qualities). In the Project “Role of the
family in the formation and development of personality”” we concentrate
the study on the social aspect of personality.

Personality of each individual is manifested outside, reflecting at the
same time the inside nature. This is the behaviour of the individual in his
/ her social contact and the corresponding judgements and actions. This
may seen in 5 circumstances:

- The individual in economic activities (labour, production, business);
- The indiQidual in the family (with parents, children, spouses);

- The individual as a citizen (with the State);

- The individual in society (contacting different social strata);

- The individual towards himself / herself.

The last circumstance is also important, since self-assessment (right or
wrong attitudes and deeds, etc.) or self-assertion demonstrates the peculiar
personality of the individual. The core of personality is consciousness.
New-borns have not yet got full personality, since they are not involved in
social activities and self-assertion. Sufferers of mental diseases do not have
personality either.

The process of formation of personality is evident through the formation
and change of an individual’s behaviour in playing different social roles
and considering the raised problems from different angles:

- Age-brackets: children, adolescents, youths, adults, old people.

- Gender: men and women with similar and different features: when
they get married, bring up and educate their children, etc.
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- In the family: in the roles of the husband, the wife, parents, children,
grand-parents, uncles, etc.

- In society: in the role of citizens, members of a specific community
(village, ethnic group, organization, party, etc.).

- Occupation: workers, peasants, traders, intellectuals, etc.

Humans’ behaviour and way of playing their roles are formed step by
step through education, transmission of experiences by different social
institutions; among them, the family has a very important position.

3. The formation and development of personality are influ-
enced by the following factors

- Inborn-hereditary factors; they affect the embryo when it is formed.
Therefore, scientists talk about the education of children when they are
foetuses.

- Circumstances and environment: natural circumstances and social
environment to which human beings adapt themselves.

- The influence of education (by the family, school, society) determined
by the needs of the family and society; special influence comes from family
culture; )

- Activities of each individual: work, production, creation, social
relations, conduct towards oneself.

Therefore, the formation of personality is impacted by the subjective
and objective factors. The motive force for development of personality
~ resides in the rise and solutions thereto; of contradictions in daily life, the
demands of society and ways of solving human beings’ problems. Those
who have sound solutions to contradictions will make progress, meeting
the demands of society and advancing forward. So the process of devel-
opment of personality is not the same for all individuals.

Furthermore, this process includes different stages, sometimes slow,
sometimes fast. The child’s personality is formed mainly during the first




years after birth (1 to 6 years old) where the famlly plays a very 1mp0rtant
role. The family’s environment creates the base for the child’s personality;
if this environment is unstable, it will exert bad influence on this process.

Personality has a social character. So, it changes accordingly society’s
viewpoints on and demands for individuals change. Each historical period
has its special standards of personality, creating its own real models of
personality.

The formation and development of human personality is a process
extending from birth to adulthood, including 2 principal stages

The stage of formation of the child’s personality: They get to know how
to live and behave in society; to take the initiative in their own activities.

The stage of consolidation and perfection of personality in adulthood

(cases of deformation and deterioration of personality are also recorded).

III. THE FAMILY AND ITS ROLE IN THE FORMATION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONALITY

1. The concept of family

As remarked by the United Nations, *‘the family is an institution of a
universal character’”

This institution has different forms, fulfilling its functions in different ways.

The perception of its role varies from civilization to civilization. Therefore,
a unique conception of family does not exist and there is no definition which

would be applied world-wide.
Different cultures propose different ways of life. Hence, various forms

and structures of family. In developed countries, especially the USA and
European nations, people get married and give the first birth relatively

1. Document Evolution of the Family’s Structure published by the United Nations, in
1994, the International Year of the Family.
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late, and a number of couples prefer having no children. In several regions,
the populations and families are getting older. Changes in the size and
composition of the family are also noted together with those in the form
of co-habitation of spouses. Many couples are unmarried; the number
of re-organized families (after divorce or widowood) and the divorce
rate are increasing. One third of the families are incomplete, often
comprising only the mother and her children who live in extremely
difficult living circumstances.

On the other hand, new positive factors have appeared: women’s
broader participation in social production ensures their economic inde-
pendence and gender equality in the family. The progress in biological
technology and health care helps women take the initiative in reproduction,
and increase life-expectancy. The rights of the child are highlighted and
protected. Young people rapidly become aware of the rights to personal
freedom and independence.

The diversity of the family in a changing world is stressed by the United
Nations. The conception of life, as well as the form of organization of the
family, its role and functions, are based on the economic and cultural
characteristics of each country and the level of development of each
society. However, the United Nations reaffirm that the family is a natural
and essential factor of society, an economic unitD. The family is consid-
ered as mankind’s spiritual value that needs to be preserved and promoted.

For the Vietnamese, family has since old times been a very important
social institution, a basic economic and social unit and, at the same time,
a particular psycho-sentimental group. It is a positive factor pushing up
the development of society and the perfection of individuals through the
fulfilment of its important functions.

1. Docgment Human Rights and the Family; published by the United Nations in 1994
the International Year of the Family. ,
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Proceeding from the actual state of marriage and family life in Vietnam,
we ‘can propose the definitions of relevant concepts as follows:

Marriage is the relation between a man and a woman (mainly sexual
intercourse) recognized by society under different forms: the legal ratification
by authorities; the approval by the family, relatives, friends through
ceremonies in conformity with local customs and practices or religious
rites. The marital relation is the basis for family life to be organized.

Family is a concept used to indicate a social group formed on the basis
of a marital relation and the resulted consanguinity, whose members live
together (parents, children, grand-parents, relatives on the father’s and
mother’s sides). The family may also include those brought up within itself,
although they have no consanguineous relations with the other members.
All the members of the family are bound together by responsibilities and

rights (economic, cultural, sentimental); between them there are legal ties

recognized and protected by the State (clearly stipulated in the Law on
Marriage and Family). At the same time, the Family also has clear
regulations on the right to, and prohibitions against sexual intercourse
among its members.

The concept of Family should be distinguished from that of household
(see the annexe). Considering the family as an institution, we should
understand the purpose of its existence and the ways it fulfils its functions.
The family institution appeared and developed firstly due to the necessity
to regulate sexual relations (intercourse relations of men and women) in
society" .

1. The arbitrary sexual intercourse relations of group marriage were replaced by those
of the members of the same bloodline. The punaluan family forbade sexual intercourse
relations between consanguineous brothers and sisters, and later, it developed into the
family of a wife and a husband. So together with the development of mankind’s civilization,
the sexual intercourse relations in the group called “‘the Family’” more and more narrowed
under the pressure from the principle ‘‘natural selection”’. Later, those relations were fixed
and closely guarded by social morality, customs and laws. (See ‘‘“The Origin of the Family,
Private Ownership and the State”, by F, Engels).

12
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Society recognizes and ratifies the coexistence of the couple urider the
form of marriage, and defines their responsibilities (towards spouses, their
children and society).

A social institution, the family has close relations with society through
its fulfilment of its functions, and there are reciprocal influences between
the family and other social institutions (school, the state, mass organiza-
tions, cultural, political, religious organizations, etc.). On the other side,
we should note that the family is a particular socio-psychological and
sentimental group. It is maintained and consolidated by its inherent
relations, the cohesion of its members, which stem from consanguinity,
sentimental relations and responsibilities. The family is a small collective
where the members are linked with each other by permanent life-long ties.
They care for each other and sacrifice themselves to each other. These
family relations can hardly be ruined even when they are separated from
each other, or they have to experience historical changes and vicissitudes.
The last 30 years of war and revolution in Vietnam have witnessed the
solidity of familial relations. At present, many people return to their native
villages to meet their relatives in the hope of getting information on their
parents and siblings who are reported missing in war (for example, the
move to find graves of those who were killed by war). Many of them are
overseas Vietnamese.

Considering the family as an institution, one underlines the relations
and interaction between the family and society and between the functions
of the family itself. While considering the family as a special socio-psy-
chological group, one pays attention to the relatively independent nature
of the family, the unifying force, and attraction of family members, which
are aimed at meeting their personal needs.

2. Functions of the family in the-socialization and formation
of personality

a) The functions of the family constitute its contribution to the existence
of the social system. The family exists because it has as its mission the task
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of fulfiling special functions naturally and socially assigned to it but no
other social institutions. Those functions exist in unity and interplay to
create human beings and to socialize them. Hence family education should
be viewed from the comprehensive approaches to other functions. The first
function of the family is reproduction of human beings to ensure future
generations. From the historical materialist view point, society exists and
develops on the basis of 2 important factors: reproduction of material
wealth and reproduction of human beings themselves. The latter is aimed
to meet the needs of society and of family members as children bring joy
and happiness to married couples. Moreover the raising of children is a
form of non-profit investment in the future.

- Linked with this function is the economic function of the family which
should work to ensure livelihood for its members. In accordance with the
level of development of society, the family may be a basic economic unit,
independent, taking the initiative in its own activities (like the present
Vietnamese family), or it is engaged in economic activities, not constituting
an independent unit. But in any circumstances, the family must ensure that
the material and spiritual needs of its members are satisfied. This way the
family contributes to the reproduction of material and intellectual proper-
ties for society. At the same time, the family becomes a consumer unit,
developing more and more diversified demands that are stimuli to boosting
society’s production.

Bring up and educating children is a very important function of the
family. Society (school, mass organizations, etc.) helps the family but
cannot replace it. The formation of the bases of children’s personality is
influenced by family education. The consolidation and perfection of
personality in adulthood and at old age are also impacted by the family’s
life and culture.

- The function of ensuring psychological equilibrium and meeting the
sentimental needs of family members is becoming more and more important
in modern society. This is to consolidate the solidity of the family as well
as the relations between husband and wife, parents and children.
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The family must satisfy the sentimental needs between husband and
wife, (including the harmony in sexual relations), between parents and
children. In modern society, the solidity of the family not only depends on
the ties of responsibility Hetween husband and wife, parents and children, etc.
This solidity is more affzcted by the sentimental relations in the family: the
love of spouses (sentimental, psychological, sexual harmony), the affection
of parents towards their children and vice-versa; the assurance of happiness,
freedom, democracy for each individual in cohabitation.

The family is where the most profound sentiments are expressed. The
internal life of the family has an increasing significance. Meanwhile the
§entimental and educational functions of the family are becoming very
important.

- Another function of the family is the health care and protection
provided for its members, especially children, old or sick people. Even
when medical services are well-developed, this function of the family’“will
surely remain necessary for its members since the problem is not confined
to medical treatment but it also includes the timely guaranty of psychologi-
cal, and sentimental consolation and care.

In brief, the family has the responsibility to organize and manage the
material and spiritual life for all of its members, thus satisfying their daily
demands (food, housing, education, entertainment, health care and care
for their psychological and emotional state). The family is the best
supporting system that ensures security for the development of children,
the restoration of health and psychological equilibrium of laborers after
working hours, the care for old people who find in it a great source of
consolation to avoid loneliness.

The functions of the family are based on two main factors: the needs
of society, and the characteristics of the family’s organization itself. These
factors are subject to change over time. Currently, two tendencies are being
observed:
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- Shift from the multi-functional family to the mono-functional one
(specialized): the family, at first, was the unique social relation (Marx-Engels);
it was the community for life and work, being the framework of existence,
and the world of each individual. Gradually, with the development of labour
division and social relations, the familial relations were separated from social
relations. The family became relatively independent, although influenced by
Society, when its functions were specialized.

In many countries (mainly in the developed world) the family is step
by step transformed from an independent unit of production into a consumer
unit (the organization of production and business is essentially the respon-
sibility of the State, private and social organizations). Many functions of
the family are partly passed on to other social institutions, for instance the
functions of child education, care for sick people, protection of family

_ members, etc. At present, significant changes are taking place in several
family’s functions.

- The reproductive function as a natural process is becoming a conscious
social process. In the past, the reproductive function of the family was not
separated from the satisfaction of sexual desire of the married couple.
Nowadays, with the birth control means, one can separate the reproductive
function from the need for sexual intercourse.

- Inthe past, the education of children by the family was identified with
that by Society. At present, through schools and other social and mass
organizations, society helps the family and complements its educational
activities. There is combined social and familial education.

b) The family’s function of socialization and the related factors.

The objectives of socialization by the family as well as the formation
and development of human personality are based on the demands of society
and the system of values that changes according to different historical
periods. The family affects the formation of children’s sentiments, psy-
chology, behaviour, cultural acts, working experiences (through words
and actions). However, the child’s conceptions of life and world are formed
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later, in the process of coming'into contact with the school environment
and social community, although the family continues to play an important
role therein. The content, mode and mechanism of operation of socializa-
tion by the family are linked to the historical conditions of each family,
the role of its members and the co-ordination between the family and other
social institutions. All the members of the family: parents, grand-parents,
brothers, sisters (and relatives) exert influence on the formation of chil-
dren’s personality and its perfection in their adulthood. In the past, we
sometimes highlighted only the role of the mother in child education,
thinking little of the father; Or sometimes, we underlined only the role of
grand-parents but made light of the influence of the child’s siblings. In fact
each family member has his/her own particular influence (the extent of
influence depends on the circumstances of each family). In this multilateral
interaction, the formation of child personality and the perfection of adult
personality are also subject to the joint influence by the family members.
At the same time, attention should be paid to the two-way effect of
educators and the educated. Children may follow adults’ advice or reject
it when they think it is wrong. In the past, children were forced to obey
absolutely their parents. This extreme requirement led to latent protest or
negative reaction by many children.

The influence of adults on children, or of old people on youths, and
vice-versa should be taken for proper consideration. Nowadays, to bring
into play creativeness, initiative independence and enthusiasr'n of ch.ildre.n,
parents should pay attention to children’s opinions, not imposing arblt‘rarlly
their will on them. Scientists remind us of the inverse influence of children
on their parents which has an information and education signiﬁcapce in
many aspects. Particularly in the modern times, the socialization (?f
children takes place at a very quick tempo and to a greater extent than their
parents and grand-parents.

So, what factors of the family life influence its function of socialization,
and formation of human personality?
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First, there is the orientating values of morality, aesthetics, life style,
ideals in life, mode of life, family’s life style. Here, we can see the common
influence of the contemporary society on families and the particularities
of each family. '

Knowledge of the family members, first of all, of the parents -
supporters of the family. Their experience in labour and in life, is much
linked with their occupations, cultural standard, which gives the sociali-
zation environment of each family special characteristics. The material and
spiritual living conditions m each family may also facilitate or impede the
process of children’s socialization. For instance, the access of the family
members to the mass-media: newspapers, radio, TV, etc., or their study
and entertainment facilities. The psychological and sentimental state of the
family members, especially, in the relation between the parents and the
children, exerts also significant influence on the formation and develop-
ment of children’s personality; for instance, the atmosphere of harmony
and union, or the atmosphere of suspicion and contradiction in the family.

\ye should stress the role of the culture of the nation and of the time in
makmg direct impacts on the family culture, an important factor in the
formation and development of human personality. This influence has both
f:ommon and specific features in various families. At last, there is the
influence of other social institutions (school, mass organizations, the State,
the community, etc.) which helps the family in the socialization of its
members. The extent of influence whether it is in harmony or opposition
depends on the concrete circumstances of each family. This influence alsc;
varies by stages of growth (childhood, adulthood, old age). In brief, the
family plays a very important role in the socialization and individualization
pf hurpans, from birth to death. This role exposes different characteristics
Invarious kinds of family and in different age brackets. Here, the combined
effect of many factors and the interplay of many functions are clearly seen.
The edt{cational function is directly connected with the function of meeting
Fh.e sentimental, psychological needs of each individual. At the same time
1t 1s influenced by the performance of the function of nurturing and carinf,;

18

for the family members in their material and spiritual life. The skilful
regulation and harmonious combination of the above factors and functions
is the key to the successful educational process of the family. In different
cases, this role may be played by the father; or the mother, the grand-father
or the grand-mother. However, the two principal figures are the father and
the mother: their consensus on the content and method of education is very
important for their children. People often say: the father represents
authority, the mother tenderness; siblings competition, but the whole
family is unity. The family helps children grow up in all respects: physical,
intellectual, sentimental. The child will have a high sense of independence
when he has physical strength, intellectual abilities and sentimental equi-
librium. For children, security is very important, both in the material and
the spiritual regards. Three factors ensure securityfor the child: affection
of the parents and the family, the acceptance of the child as a welcomed
member in the family; the stability of the family environment. A child is
happy when he/she is loved. The relations between the family members,
between the parents and the children express their deep affection, mutual

care, and sacrifices.

IV. SOME APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM

1. The study on the role of the family in the formation of person-
ality should have a compound and systematic approach

A social institution or a basic cell of society the family and its activities
should be studied in the two-way relations and mutual effect between the
Jamily and society in general, the family and other social institutions in
particular, as part of a whole, with a meticulous structurc. The socialization
of human beings, the formation and development of their personality take
place in the relation between nature and society, and the mutual effect
between the individual and the family-society. The relation between 3
factors: society - nature, family and individual, may be presented in a right
triangle, which expresses the two-way influence of these three factors, the
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family being at the right angle. This underlines the family’s positibn as
bridge spanning the individual and society. '

A

Society-Nature

C
Family ¢ Individual

AY

The family and the individual are directly influenced by society - nature
(A), by other social institutions (school, mass organizations, state agencies,
etc.) A —B; A —C; the individual (C) experiences the indirect influence
of society through the family A—» B — C; the family (B) is also subject
to the indirect influence of society through the Individual: A—C—»B. On
the contrary, the family and the individual directly influence society-nature,
B—>A; C-—A; At the same time, the family and the individual exert
indiret influences on society-nature through intermediaries, B— C—>A:
C— B-—A. So society — the family —# the individual are in the same
system, a whole unit, with relations of interdependence and mutual effect.
Meanwhile, the family and the individual are in a relatively independent
existence, creating special features in the operation of each factor in specific
cases. For instance, with the development of the market mechanism in
Vietnam at present, the influence of society on families differs in each case
(although there are a number of common features); each family adapts itself
to the new developments in a particular way; and the influence on child
education is different in each family, etc.

The systematic approach is also noted in the analysis of the family’s
function of socialization, considered in the relations of mutual effect with
other functions (reproduction, bring up, etc.) in the whole activity of the
family. At the same time, we pay attention to the influence of other social
institutions on the formation and development of human personality which
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is affected not only by the family. Nevertheless, the family is a bridge
spanning the individual and society, a basic “‘intermediary”” between them
especially in the period of formation of the child’s personality. '

2. The compound and systematic approach is linked with
concrete viewpoints on historical developments

We should consider the individual and the family in the process of
development of the country, in specific stages and economic, cultural,
social fields. This is required to understand the role and influence of the
family in the building of human personality, in the past and at present.
Attention should be paid to particular characteristics of economic devel-
opment and mode of production in each region and each country; charac-
teristics of the contemporary civilization (agricultural civilization,
industrial civilization, post-industrial civilization, etc.); characteristics of
Eastern and Western cultures; characteristics of indigenous cultures and
different cultural currents coming from abroad. So, we should consider
the compound effect of the natural and social environment on human beings
and families, and its educational function in each historical period.

The development viewpoint requires the analysis of the family’s role
following the vertical line, considering changes of the family through
different historical periods of the Vietnamese nation. Its influence then
varies following the law of movement with inheritance and renovation.
The objectives of the family in the formation of its members’ personality
change in the course of historical development. But this does not mean a
break between tradition and modernity, but a selective inheritance. The
personality of Vietnamese is characterized by its peculiar features, moral
and spiritual values that need to be preserved and promoted.

At the same time, we should consider the problem in space, following
the horizontal line: the relation between the family and contemporary
society and its institutions. We sum up the effects of those factors on the
family, the individual, in concrete historical conditions.
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We should consider the present Vietnamese family and the Vietnamese
in the context of great socio-economic changes of the 1990s. Vietnam is
moving from the model of State socialism to a market-orientated multi-
sectoral economy, with many forms of ownership, which develops in the
socialist direction. These changes deeply affect the development of indi-
viduals’ personality and the role of the family.

3. We should assess soundly the decisive influence of economic condi-
tions on changes of the family and its activity, at the same time, pay due
attention to the relatively independent mobility of the family.

The historical materialist viewpoint underlines the decisive role of
economic factors, and economic development on the renovation of society,
the family, human beings and their personality. It is a correct viewpoint.
But for the internal life of each family and the process of socialization of
human beings, we cannot simply take economic factors to explain all events
occurring in the family life, the sentimental, spiritual, ideological changes
of each family member. For the family is a special sentimental psycho-
logical group where consanguinity, affection and responsibility constitute
a strong uniting force. At the same time, each individual’s behaviour and
reaction to social events are formed in a complicated way through his/her
Ego; and the family environment has a great influence, especially when
the individual is still adolescent.

The concrete historical viewpoint requires us to consider the objects of
study - the family and human beings - in the relation between generality
and particularity, the universal and the particular. The Vietnamese family
and the whole Vietnamese people have common features. At the same time,
each walk of life has their own particular characteristics. Therefore, the
modes of life and education of children differ by families, depending on
whether they are of intelligentsia, workers, peasants or businesspersons.
It is necessary to carry out comparative study on concrete families and
their role in the formation and development of their members’ personality.
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Here, it is important to inherit the results of the previous researches,
as the education of children is always considered as a very important
function of the family. This has been researched by many Vietnamese and
foreign scholars, pedagogues, psychologists (see reference materials).

However, due attention should be paid to the renovation of the existing
viewpoints and approaches with regard to this problem. With changes of
the world in the 21 century, the renovation of the Vietnamese society and
family will have to experience many pressures and great impacts. The
demands posed by society for each individual will be different, as are the
requirements posed by each individual for the family and society. Human
beings are striving to reach a higher sense of independence and to boost
their personality, etc.

Therefore, we face also the task to predict the future development of
the Vietnamese family and the Vietnamese as well as the problems to be
solved in the coming time, although it is not yet possible to find complete
solutions thereto.
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CHAPTERII

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIETNAMES E
FAMILY AND ITS FUNCTION OF EDUCATING
HUMANS THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF
THE NATION (BEFORE RENOVATION)

I. WE SHOULD STUDY THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIET-

'NAMESE FAMILY IN HISTORY TO UNDERSTAND THE PRE-
SENT VIETNAMESE FAMILY AND ITS ROLE IN THE
SOCIALIZATION OF HUMANS

To identify the Vietnamese family in the past and at present is a task
for researchers on the family and an important content of their study. This
is to help us understand the position and role of the family in the formation
and development of the personality of Vietnamese through dlfferent
generations up to now.

Basing ourselves on the development viewpoint, we should link the
development of the Vietnamese family with that of the Vietnamese
nation and society in history. The immanent demands of Vietnamese
society and Vietnamese themselves at each historical period are valued
scientifically as foundations for understanding and analysing correctly
the Vietnamese family

1. The development of the Vietnamese famzly through different
historical periods

Each country and each nation experiences a particular development
process which is not similar to that of any other country and nation.
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Changes of the family, which is the cell or the basic unit of society cannot
be separated from those of the nation and the country. Like all other
societies, Vietnamese society is subject to the influence exerted by the
events or economic and cultural renovations which take place in the world
and by the contemporary civilization. We should stress that the level of
civilization of each period affects profoundly the life, the structure, the
functions and the inherent relations of the family, creating common features
in the process of its changes To talk about civilization is to refer to the
general characteristics of the level of economic, political, cultural and
social development, and the relations between human beings in each period
of history. Here we should attach attention to the influences on the
immanent relations of the family.

In the agricultural civilization, the family is the “pillar” of society
(Manage the family then govern the country and pacify the world). In the
self-sufficient agricultural economy, the family is an independent produc-
tion unit. In this society, marriages are imposed by parents, sometimes by
relatives, or the whole lineage. The individual’s interests must submit to
those of the family and of the lineage. The role of the son is highlighted.
Attention is paid to the cult of ancestors. The eldest son has many rights
and powers. Women are in a dependent, low position. Productive labour
and household maintenance activities, especially for women, are intermin-
gled, lacking distinction. Children must work prematurely, unable to go
to school or to play, thus deprived of childhood. The bringing up and
education of children as well as the care for sick and old people are totally
ieft in the family’s charge. Due to lack of mass media, children are basically
put under the educational monopoly of the family. The extended family with
the practice of polygamy and great difficulties in getting divorced is a common
phenomenon. The size of the family is often large, although the death rate
among new-borns is very high, and life expectancy is low. The industrial
civilization comes into being with the development of machine-using indus-
tries and the establishment of many factories, enterprises, large towns and
cities which attract a great number of rural people. Labour-hiring develops,
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involving many women. The family does not remain an independent
production unit. It now includes hired labourers, wage-earners, owners of
enterprises or businesspersons, etc. Women participate in production in
agglomerate centers far from their children and family. Family mainte-
nance becomes a heavy burden for women: they are unpaid for that work.
Meanwhile, women who stay at home to ensure family maintenance are
considered unemployed, who do not bring economic profit to the family.
Marriages increasingly result from partners’ own choice, free from
imposition by their parents or relatives. More attention is paid to the
individual’s interest and happiness. And the recognition and protection of
the individual’s right to freedom by the State is guaranteed. Many functions
of the family are partly shared by other social institutions (care for children,

sick and old people; development of services to help families, etc.). Society
also intervenes more profoundly in a number of family affairs (for instance,
to encourage or limit child-birth; to facilitate or impede abortion, divorce,
co-habitation without marriage, etc.). The two-generation structure of
family is common; life expectancy increases, and the care for old people
or helpless people becomes a burning problem in many countries. The
family size is smaller: each family has only one or two children, consan-
guineous relations weaken, thus affecting the bringing up children. At the
same time, the rate of divorce goes up; a number of men and women get
remarried many times, placing their children in complicated relations with
different fathers and mothers. This is unfavourable for the bringing up of
children and their psychological development. We note also the increasing
number of children abandoned by their parents, and of families where only
the mother brings up her children with numerous difficulties. The duration
of children’s dependence on their parents is extended; from birth to
adulthood, they are supported by their parents in all of their needs, even
till they finish university, at the age of 24 or 25. The length of the
cohabitation of married couples also expands since life expectancy in-
creases, and couples rarely live together with their grown-up children.
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At present, with the achievements of the world-wide scientific and
technological revolution, we are entering the era of post-industrial civili-
zation, or informatic civilization characterized by high development of
intellectual standard. Intellectual labour is replacing manual labour, bring-
ing about wonderful achievements in all fields. In many countries, the
sector of production of material wealth accounts only for 40 percent of the
national economy, while 60 percent or more are contributed by the sector
of social services. Hence, the burden of household maintenance is allevi-
ated; humans especially women, are being partly freed from strenwous
low-productivity jobs, thus having more time for rest, study, recreation,
etc. The present Vietnamese family is simultaneously influenced by the
above three civilizations, with intertwining results and also contradictions
(to be analysed in the following Chapter). Meanwhile, it is impacted by
Oriental culture (different from Occidental one) and regional cultures of
South East Asia with many ancient world-class religions such as Buddhism,
Catholicism, Islam, etc. Obviously besides its particular characteristics,
the Vietnamese family has undergone a development process which has
features common to those in other countries. Although the family is a stable
institution, its history does not necessarily change at the same pace and in
the same pattern as that of society, but progress of the family cannot be
separated from the advance of mankind.

2. Position of the Vietnamese family in history and at present |

Vietnam is an agricultural country in the Orient, where great signifi-
cance is always attached to the family. Vietnamese society based on rice
growing civilization, essentially adheres to a sedentary mode of life,
considering the family as its basic unit. Therefore, the psychology of
Vietnamese is closely linked with the family, which in its turn, is not
separated from the family clan and the village. The tight linkage of three
factors: family-village-country is a special feature manifested during the
whole process of development of the Vietnamese nation. The identification
of the traditional and modern Vietnamese family, with its function of
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nurturing and training humans, results from the analysis of the life of
Vietnamese society and the Vietnamese family itself, in the relations
between its members, and between it, the village and the State. For, the
conception, the form of organization, the role and functions of the family
are all based on the economic, political, cultural characteristics of Vietnam,
on the level of development of our society (mode of organizing production,
political and social regime, etc.) in each historical period and on the
demands of families themselves, under the impact of their economic and
cultural environment. Considering the role of the economic factors in
family life, we see the long-standing existence in Vietnam of a system of
land periodically divided in villages, and the autarkic agricultural economy
based on wet-paddy growing. Currently, our country is moving progres-
sively to a commodity economy with the development of industry, com-
merce, and a market mechanism. However in general, the agricultural
economy still exists under the form of household economy, small-scale
production, with backward farming techniques and the under-developed
exchange of goods in many communes, especially in mountainous and
remote regions. Concerning the way of organizing society such adminis-
trative divisions as villages, communes , districts, etc., have experienced
many changes in their size after their merging or separating. But the
physiognomy of the old village organized according to the pattern of a
rural commune is still noticed. Each village has a number of clans, each
clan includes many families. Therefore, co-villagers are often in kinship.
In recent years, a movegient has developed to organize gatherings of the
members of the same clan; to pay homage to one’s native villages, to find
one’s relatives, to promote the fame of prestigious clans which have
produced many famous intellectuals or governmental officials, etc. There
have been profound changes in the political regime of Vietnam, which
shifted from the feudal and colonialist regime to the people’s democratic
and socialist one. However, many customs, habits, and traditions have
been preserved to date in rural areas with only slight modifications. In
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recent years, -arious folk festivals have been restored, pagodas and
communal houses being used for villagers’ gatherings. As regards the
influence of different cultures and religions, we can note the coexistence
and mixture of great religions such as Buddhism, Confucianism, Tao-
ism, Catholicism, Islam, and local popular beliefs as well as the
coexistence and blend of our traditional culture and Eastern, Western,
Marxist cultures. The family is a small society. The social factors exert
influence on family life to various extents during the different periods
of the nation’s history and families have different reactions to this
influence. Since man’s personality has a social character, it changes
together with the viewpoints and requirements of society. Therefore,
we should study the developments of the Vietnamese family through
important historical periods, its effects on the building of human
personality, changes and development of the relevant contents and
methods and so on. Some researchers maintain that from tradition to
modernity, the Vietnamese family has developed and changed, but not
dissolved as the old political regime. Five periods of development of
the Vietnamese family can be taken for consideration:

- The traditional family (before the French aggression);
- The family during the time of French rule;

- The family in the people’s democratic revolution against French and
American aggressors;

- The family in the period of socialist reform;
- The present family in the period of renovation.

This division is only relative; It does not claim to be unique for there
may be other ways of division. For instance, during the time of the French
colonialist rule, there were periods of patriotic anti-French movements; or
during the period of the socialist reform in North Vietnam, the struggle
against American aggressors continued in the whole country. Our
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division is based on the social factors influencing the characteristics of the
Vietnamese family and human personality in each historical period.

3. The particularly important role of family culture in the
socialization of humans

Socialization is a process of handing down culture from generation to
generation. The behavioural relations inside the Family, and between the
family and society are continuously shaped up through different genera-
tions, under various written and unwritten forms: family rites, family
traditions, family rules, etc. The family traditions of the majority of
families in a nation form the basis of farnily culture, part of the common
culture of the nation. So, the study of the formation and development of
the personality of Vietnamese cannot be separated from the study of the
influence of different cultures that have survived and now exist in Vietnam.
The study of the role of the Vietnamese family in human socialization
cannot be separated from the study of the contents of family culture, its
influence on the education of children, the stabilization and perfection of
adults’ personality. Following are the main cultures in the history of the
Vietnamese nation, that still produce influence on present life of the
Vietnamese:

-"The traditional indigenous culture of Vietnam;

- Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism (Oriental cultures; Islam has only
small influence, mainly on the Cham);

- Western cultures and Catholicism, (combined with Protestantism,
Caodaism.. .);

- The culture of socialist Marxism and Ho Chi Minh thought.

The various extents of the influence of these cultures on the Vietnamese
family (contents and methods of family education). Family culture should
be seriously studied. Here, religions are considered as forms of culture
exerting great influence on the masses. We can say that humans of
personality are humans of culture. There are traditional Vietnamese culture

30

and Vietnamese humanism. So, we should conduct thorough researches
on the different manifestations of this culture, especially on the culture of «
the traditional Vietnamese family to understand its effects on the present
family’s function of socializing humans.

II.THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY AND THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF ITS EDUCATION

1. Characteristics of traditional society and the traditional
family’s education

Vietnamese traditional society is particularly characterized by the
long-standing existence of the Asian mode of production, not passing
through the slave-owning stage; its feudal regime was not typical; the rural
social organiiation was stable; the elements of autonomy in the activities
of villages existed together with the feudal hierarchy and the autocracy of
feudal kings and lords. The Vietnamese people have, since ancient times,
lived on agriculture: rice, animal husbandry, together with handicrafts and
forestry (division of labour between agriculture and handicraft has not yet
made). The system of public land, periodically divided and allotted to
villagers, lasted for many centuries, although the system of private land
ownership gradually took shape and developed (public land had existed in
rural areas until the 1952 - 1953 land reform). The social structure was
formed with peasants accounting for the absolute majority of the popula-
tion, and a small percentage of landowners, intellectuals, artisans, traders;
the machinery of functionaries included mandarins, officials, notables,
helping the State administer the country.

Situated in South - East Asia, a tropical zone with monsoons, and thanks
to its long coast, Vietnam has many advantages. But it also often faces
natural calamities (storms, floods, droughts). Rice growing requires
irrigation to ensure arability of the rice-fields. Therefore, the Vietnamese
must find a suitable way of organizing their society in order to easily unite
different clans and villages in the building of irrigation projects and
preventing against natural calamities and wild beasts. The Vietnamese -
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household has since long proved to be the most suitable form of production
organization for the rice-growing economy. It is also appropriate to the
system of periodical allotment of land to, villagers. Although there were
big families of many generations, the nuclear family has been common
throughout the country(l ),

In the traditional family, patriarchy was predominant though relatives
and co-villagers also exerted influence on family members. The family
was strongly affected by the Confucianist ideology. At the same time, the
village community’s ideology persisted. In the traditional society, intelli-
gentsia was made up of Confucian scholars, who were engaged in
educating younger generations (but only children of well-off families could
afford education). However, the system of ethical rules, governing the
relations between different family members, and between the latter and
their relatives, the members of their clan, has been transmitted from
generation to generation orally or in other unwritten forms, which was part
of family education: to respect the superior, to be self-denial in relation-
ships with the inferior; to submit one’s individual interest to those of the
family and the clan; to show gratitude towards one’s parents, considering
filial piety as the first obligation; to respect one’s grand-parents and pay
attention to the cult of ancestors.

The tradition of respecting men and despising women and the recogni-
tion of polygamy have pushed women to the lowest position in society. At
that time, the ideal model was the family where the members lived in
harmony, preserving the hierarchy established among superiors and infe-
riors, respecting the ethical rules; this was also a big family with many
children and grand-children (people believed that many children would
bring about much wealth).

Three typical kinds of family existed in the traditional society: peasant
famities, Confucian scholars’ families, and honourable families (families

1. See the Annex: On the Early Formation of Vietnamese Households in history.
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ofmandarins, officials, richpeople). Peasant families, particularly middle-
peasant ones, paid attention to enabling their children to acquire the experience
of doing agricultural work and business. They provided necessary guidance
for their children, teaching them how to grow rice and raise animals and also
how to behave towards their parents, family members, relatives and co-vil-
lagers. The education was conducted orally and through the examples set by
the parents themselves. Meanwhile, Confucian scholar families educated their
children through books of teachings by sages and scholars, and through the
history and traditions of the family clan. The honourable families oftep used
versified family teachings to educate their children, combining sentiments

with literary works. ‘

In the above circumstances, the main institution of education for
children was the family which played a decisive role therein. Family
education was of great significance. A number of smalt classes were
organized in houses and directed by Confucian scholars, who taught
Chinese characters and ethics to children. Still, only boys were allowed to
attend those classes. :

In general, only children from Confucian scholar families and rich
families could afford schooling in the hope of becoming mandarins and
officials. Few pupils came from peasant families and they could atfend
classes only some years. In fact, the great majority of children received
education from their own parents, at home, through the family’s life, and
their activities as help for their families (children early began to participate
in work on rice-fields and for household maintenance). Hence, their
physical and personality development was linked with the family’s edgca'-
tion, and their relations with their friends in the village. The relations
between friends, neighbours and co-villagers were also important, as an
old Vietnamese saying goes “Near the ink, you will be blafkened,' near
the light, you will be shone”. This underlines the important 1mpact of the

social environment.

Humans of that time received education from their parents, grand-par-
ents, relatives, and co-villagers to become persons for the community, the
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family, the clan, the village gnd the State, not individuals with independent
personality. So, a characteristic can be noted in the formation of personality
of the traditional Vietnamese (its influence is still seen now): the individual,
the individual interest and the individuality were not highlighted like in
Western societies; on the contrary, the interest of the family (and the clan)
was put in the first place, being always in the focus of attention of society.
Hence, the unit of social partnership was not the individual, but the family.
To bring up children into good humans of personality was an ideal for all
parents. In the traditional Vietnamese society, humans of personality were
those who well implemented their specific functions (parent, child, grand-
parent, etc.) towards their family, the village and the State. The personality
of intellectuals was also expressed through their industriousness in learning
the teachings of sages and scholars, in passing successfully court exami-

-nations, bringing honour to the family and native land. They tried, at least,
to become teachers in the village. The personality of mandarins and
officials was expressed in their benefiting the State and the nation. The
personality of ordinary workers meant their good labour which ensured
livelihood for the family and contribution to the village. The personality
of women was interpreted as requirement for them to learn and train
themselves to become good wives and devoted daughters-in-law. They
should be in charge of the affairs of the husband’s family; give birth, bring
up and educate children, helping them grow up into good persons; sacrifice
themselves to the interests of the husband and children; protect the concord
and union of the family.

During the centuries of national construction the Vietnamese people
had continuously to conquer nature to develop the economy, culture and
ideology. The process went alongside numerous wars against foreign
aggressions to defend national independence. The Vietnamese people once
had to experience the domination of the foreign Northerners which lasted
for 10 centuries. But they did not surrender to the aggressors, protecting
the nation from assimilation. And finally they defeated the aggressors to
wrest back national independence. Patriotism and the indomitable spirit of
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the Vietnamese in the struggle against foreign invasions are their outstand-
ing ideological values. Those courageous, frank, impartial and self-less
people who sacrificed themselves for the common interests of the State
and the village are consecrated with great honours by the whole nation.
Many temples were built to worship them as saints. This is the way the
people pay homage to their great services.

2. Influence of indigenous culture and Confucianism on
Vietnamese family culture

The study of history is needed to clarify the role of the Vietnamese
traditional family and family culture. This is closely related to the
assessment of the influences from different cultures which have been
preserved to date on the Vietnamese territory. Here, the point is the sound
evaluation of the ideological values of the indigenous culture of Vietnam,
and the influence of Confucianism on Vietnamese family culture. Two
different ways of evaluating may be proposed as follows:

1) Confucianism was the ideology dominating the Vietnamese tradi-
tional society, which is still capable of exerting great influence even now.
The principles of Confucian ethics served as the base for Vietnamese family
culture and governed the relations between family members, and between
the latter and society. For instance, the patriarchal system required the
absolute ruling power of the head of family, the dependence and uncondi-
tional submission of the wife and children to the husband and the father
respectively. All the family members must make the family’s interests
predominant and must abide by a clear hierarchic order. The sons,
especially the eldest son, were highly valued and allowed to claim to many
privileges, whereas the women were despised. While the husband could
have 5 or 7 wives and concubines, the wife must stay absolutely faithful
to her husband, and she would be severely punished in case of adultery.
Morality required widows to remain alone all through their.life to worship
the dead and bring up children (those widows could be conferred by the
King the honour of “virtuously exemplary women”. For children, piety
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was their primary obligation; they had also to absolutely submit to superior
mandarins and stay absolutely layal to the King. Filial piety and loyalty to the

State and the King were the most important duties of noble men (“quan tw”).
The Confucian ethics was perpetuated by the feudal class (kings, mandarins,
etc.) for many centuries in Vietnam. It penetrated into the mode of life,
behaviour, way of thinking and traditions of the Vietnamese, being influential
even now. Many people hold that the good qualities of Vietnamese such
as humanity, righteousness, reason, courage, honesty, filial piety, ioyalty to
the nation are based on the principles of Confucian morality.

2) The second standpoint is linked to the claim that before the infiltration
of Confucianism, Vietnam had already had its indigenous culture with
outstanding features. Therefore, despite its great influence, Confucianism,
(particularly when it became the national doctrine at the beginning of the
18 century).had been refracted and localized in many regards. Unlike
intellectuals, mandarins, and state officials, peasants were not impacted by
Confucianism so strongly. '

The indigenous culture of Vietnam had many features characteristic of
South - East Asian culture (rice growing, system of public land, structure
of villages that were almost autonomous, not entirely depending on the
central administration, i.e. the royal Court). It brought about primitive
democracy, when temples and pagodas were made places for villagers’
meeting to discuss the village’s affairs, as well as a common religion - the
cult of ancestors. The family had for long been considered the basic unit
of society, an important factor in the relations ‘‘Family-Village - State”.
Community spirit, national reconciliation, the unity of different religions,
tolerance combined with dauntless, open-mindedness and absorption, the
harmony of relations of man with the universe, are the characteristics of
this culture?.

1. See Phan Ngoc: Vietnamese Culture and Approaches to It. Social Sciences Publishing
House.
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Proceeding from the characteristics of Vietnamese indigenous culture, a
number of researchers point out to the following characteristics of Vietnamese
family culture: community spirit and the family interests are highlighted;
attention is paid to different family members, but the great respect is
reserved for the father 2nd mother (as a folk song goes: ““The contributions
by the father are as high as the Thai mountain, the devotion of the mother
is as immensée as the source of a river, children should respect their father
and revere their mother”, etc.). So, it cannot be said that women are
despised.

In the family, affection and responsibility between husband and wife,
parents and children, between the family members, other relatives, and
co-villagers are highly appreciated. The family has a deep respect for older
people and affection towards children; in their turn, the older members do
their utmost to ensure happiness and a better life for the children, “happy '
is the family where the children surpass their father’, nurish confidence
in them (*“When the bamboo is old, sprouts will appear’’). Here, the family
members tend to look forwards to the future, which is totally different from-
Confucianism which always turns toward the past. The different ways of
assessing the influence of Confucianism on the Vietnamese family result
in different opinions on women’s position in the family and society. Some
people hold that women are virtually equal to men as required by
Vietnamese culture, to the needs of daily life and production (rice-growing
requires division of labour: the husband ploughs the fields; the wife
transplants rice, seedlings, etc.), the conditions of a country often facing
protracted wars (the husband is on the front far from home while the wife
takes charge of all family affairs, and thus has real power over the children,
as a saying goes: ‘‘The order given by the husband is rot so important as
that by the wife’’. The happiness and strength of the family stem from the
concord and union of the spouses ““A couple living in concord can dry up
even the Eastern sea”. Others say that Vietnamese women are in fact, in
a position of dependence; they suffer inequality in the family and in society.
Men have the power of household head, deciding on all important family
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affairs, and so violence against women still exists. This is a problem
requiring further'discussion. We cannot yet draw any conclusions, but can
note its great significance for the analysis of the iraditional Vietnamese
family culture as well as its influence on the formation of the personality
of the Vietnamese and the values that need to be preserved. The centuries
- long development of Vietnamese society shows that, despite many
limitations, the Vietnamese, with their personality formed in the traditional
family have well-fulfilled their historical tasks: ensuring production,
bringing up children; enlarging the national territory and preserving its
independence. The Vietnamese family in the past successfully educated its
children, meeting the requirements of the then society.

We are of the view that with its imposition during a long time, Chinese
culture exerted great influence on Vietnamese culture and the Vietnamese
traditional personality, particularly through Confucianism. But many
Confucian conceptions were Vietnamized and their contents changed
accordingly. Therefore one cannot say that Vietnamese and Chinese
cultures are the same; that the Vietnamese personality is the expression of
Confucian morality or the Vietnamese family is built following the
Confucian principles, etc. In fact, the national identity of Vietnamese
culture, of the Vietnamese family and the Vietnamese is recognized by
every-one. This identity had taken shape from the indigenous culture of
Vietnam long time ago, before the introduction of Confucianism. In its
turn, this culture came into being together with the creation of the country;
it was consolidated in the course of history to be stabilized gradually. It
was conditioned by the geography and the rice-growing economy of
Vietnam and the activities of Vietnamese in the struggle to conquer nature,
and to defend and enlarge the national territory. The moral values shaped
by this culture include community spirit, the autonomy of villages,
traditional patriotism exposed in the struggle against foreign aggressions;
the unity and mutual aid of the members of the same clan and village; the
peaceful coexistence of different religions; the relations between humans
based on Humanity - Justice - Loyalty. These values persist throughout
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our history in spite of the influence of Confucianism whose influence was
exerted mostly on the feudal class and intellectuals.

I11. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILY DURING THE FRENCH
DOMINATION (1858-1945). CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILY
EDUCATION AND THE PERSONALITY OF VIETNAMESE

1.Vietnamese society under French domination

With their about 80- year rule, the French colonialists pursued a policy
to plunder colonies and carry out political repression. The Vietnamese
people suffered countless hardships and sorrows, ruthlessly exploited and
oppressed by the French colonialists. Having completed their invasion of
Vietnam (which lasted from 1858 to 1884), the French colonialists imposed
their rule, and through it, Western culture on the country. This action
resembles that by the Chinese feudals before: both cultures were introduced
into Vietnam in a forcible way. However, unlike Chinese feudalism,
French capitalism brought about changes in Vietnam’s economic, political,
and cultural fields. In order to exploit to the utmost the abundant natural
resources of Vietnam, French capitalists had developed a number of
industrial branches, built factories, enterprises, and mines, set up planta-
tions of rubber, coffee, tea, rice etc. developed means of communication
and transport (roads, ports), boosted commerce, including import and
export and so forth. Hence, the Vietnamese autarkic economy could shift
toward a market economy (although only at the initial stage) and an
open-door policy (although in transactions mainly with France). At the

same time, a number of big cities were formed (Hanoi, Saigon, Hai Phong
and others). The above changes in the nature and structure of the
Vietnamese economy (besides agriculture, began to develop industry and
commerce on a small scale, and there was lack of many important branches,
however.This led to the shaping of a new social structure different from
traditional society made up of peasants, intellectuals, functionaries, traders
and state officials. In other words, the working class came into being, (in
1930, there were 220,000 workers) together with the national bourgeoisie
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(in small number), the urban petty bourgeoisie (civil servants, teachers,
journalists, free-lancers, small traders, etc.) and intelligentsia who replaced
the old educational system with the French one. n rural areas peasants
still made up the majority of the population, in addition to a small number
of landowners. The newly-born classes brought about new interests, needs,
aspirations, life-styles, and ways of thinking.

Important changes were recorded in the cultural field. Noteworthy was

the rise of the Qud¢ Ngit (Vietnamese romanized alphabet, to which great
cortribution was made by Rev. Alexandre de Rhodes) in replacement for

old Chinese characters. Schools were opened, teaching pupils in Quoc Ngir
and in French, from primary and secondary to university levels. The old
system of examinations was abolished together with the introduction ofa
new_ one. French culture was widely diffused. Such ideals as equality,
freedom, democracy and law-ruled State step by step infiltrated into the
Vietnamese intelligentsia. Literature and arts were imbued with the
philosophical ideas of great French names, which were wide-spread among
young urbaners and accompanied with human viewpoints on the rights and
happiness of individuals, professions and citizenship... The establishment
of the Pasteur, Radium, Oceanography Institutes, the Geographical Services,
the Far-Eastern School and others facilitated the dissemination of techno-
scientific knowledge (the old system of education focused only on the
experience of ancient times, thus limiting the creativeness of pupils). In
the time of dominance of Western culture, Vietnamese intellectuals and
youths had the opportunity to get access to modern science and technology,
acquiring new information and knowledge from other nations. Typical was
the case of Nguyén Ai Quéc, leader of the Vietnamese Revolution. The
ideas of freedom, equality, humanity with which he had acquainted through
French newspapers and books disseminated in Vietnam urged him to go
to France (a new world with a new civilization) and search for a way of
national salvation.
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The above economic, political, social, cultural changes in general, led
to all-round changes in many important aspects of Vietnamese traditional
society. However changes occurred mainly in urban areas, among young
people, intellectuals, members of well-off families, while the life of
majority of the poor rural people sank into darkness and poverty. The
traditional society strived to preserve itself but in fact, it began to confront
with gradual disintegration. Still, all the changes affected, step by step but
strongly, the personality of Vietnamese and the family’s role in its
formation during this period.

2. Changes in the mode of living and the life-style of the
Vietnamese family; their influence on family culture and
the personality of Vietnamese

While the majority of rural families maintained the traditional mode of
living, new social classes and strata (working class, bourgeoisie, petty
bourgeoisie, West-centered intellectuals, urbaners etc.) had introduced into
their families many new elements concerning the conception of marriage,
the relations between different members of the family, the methods of child
education, etc. In the circumstances, the traditional family with its both
positive and negative characteristics had to strive to overcome difficulties
to ensure family life and to seek to adapt itself to the new developments.
There was then interference between our traditional culture and newly
introduced Western culture. Some cases of ‘“‘copying” Western models
seemed ridiculous and alien to the Vietnamese identity. However, many
progressive elements from this new culture were selectively absorbed and
assimilated by Vietnamese. Western-born ideas such as freedom, individ-
ual interests, rights and responsibilities of citizens, freedom in love and
marriage gradually penetrated the minds of young educated people.

In marriage one began to pay attention to love. Many marriages,
especially among young people who had occupations, were the result of
love and free consent of both partners, though approved by their parents.
After marriage, most newly-weds live separately from their parents. In the
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family, although the husband still had the greatest power, the wife had
more freedom than before; the relations between husband and wife (and
parents and children) were more democratized. Particularly in urban areas,
many women went to work as teachers, nurses, pharmacists, workers,
employees. They began to gain economic independence from and equality
with their husbands.

In the education of children, the family was provided with assistance
by school, particularly in imparting to children knowledge. The number
of children going to school further increased from primary and secondry

schools to colleges and universities (teaching was done in Qudc ngit and
French). A number of rich families sent their children to study abroad.
Urban well-off families allowed their daughters to attend the first io the
third grades; a few of them went on with the education at universities (for
teachers training or medicine). Though not yet wide-spread, this was a
very new phenomenon in the Vietnamese family. It was hoped that, when
educated, children could be employed by the Government.

In family education, a focus was made on formation of children’s
morality and personality in confirmity with the traditional ethical standards:
filial piety, sacrifice for the family’s interests, gratitude to one’s grand-parents,
worship of ancestors, observance of familial hierarchy. Patriotism, indomi-
tability and national pride were considered valued traditions to be preserved
and promoted by families from generation to generation. At the same time,
the interference of tradition and modernity in many cases led to contradictions
between themselves and between different generations.

System of information: at the time newspapers and books (although not
numerous as today) had many effects on young people, intellectuals and
urbaners, helping them acquire more new information. Hence, family
education was assisted by society. Meanwhile, it had to share power and
could no longer keep its monopoly intact like in traditional society. Changes
in the mode of living and dressing particularly in urban areas, also impacted
the population. Men’s clothing shifted from Vietnamesc style to Western
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fashions; women replaced ‘i than” with "do dai’’. Festival and other
entertainments were tinted with Western colour. Movie houses, theatres,
dancing halls were built and Western songs and music were diffused, etc.
So, what are the outstanding features of the personality of the then
Vietnamese?

Vietnamese have since long been imbued with fervent patriotism. When
the French colonialists invaded the country and imposed their rule on the
population, different social strata were continuously raised to fight them: there

were patriotic movements such as Cin Vuong(*‘Rescue the King’’) Duy Tan
(Reformists) and the revolutionary movement launched and led by the
Communist Party (since the 1920s). The Vietnamese people’s political
consciousness gradually grew from patriotism to the awareness of the necessity
to struggle for democracy, to link closely national independence with social-
ism. This spirit finally stimulated a broad movement of the masses, which
was transformed into a nation-wide insurrection. Its fruit was the August 1945
Revolution and the birth of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The

Declaration of Independence read by President Ho Chi Minh on September
2, 1945 was crystallization of the personality of Vietnamese which developed
in the course of history. Its apex is manifested in the motto: ““We would rather
die than live in slavery”, which in its turn, shows our determination for

national independence and freedom.

Patriotism was the most important characteristic of Vietnamese
personality in this period. It was evidenced from the iron-will and
indomitability of countless revolutionaries, members of the Communist
Party, in their heroic struggle against foreign aggressors, despite hardships
and barbarous tortures they had to suffer in their prison. At the same time,
the contact of the Vietnamese with Western culture facilitated them
accumulating advanced scientific, technical knowledge and cultural
patriotic values of other nations. This helped them make new progress.
Vietnamese also began to learn how to conduct a market economy with a
new mechanism.
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A section of Vietnamese intelligentsia getting in contact with foreign
cultures have changed their way of thinking, absorbing new theories,
ideologies and research methods. They have assimilated the good and new
element of other cultures and, in combination with our traditional values,
built a new national literature based on a new system of script simple and

easy to understand (quéc ngit). Many outstanding researchers (on history,
education, culture) writers, poets, painters, artists, etc. have appeared,
producing significant works that are still admired by today’s readerships.

Previously, in the contact with Chinese culture, Vietnam, being a
backward agriculitural country with a feudal regime, had mainly assimilated
Confucianist humanities and ethics (including code of conduct). In the time
of French rule, via the culture of France a developed capitalist country
with large-scale industrialized production and bourgeois democratic re-
gime, Vietnamese could acquire much scientific and technical knowledge
in different fields (not confined only to social sciences and humanities).

IV. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILY IN THE 30 - YEAR STRUGGLE

FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION (1945-1975) AND THE MOULD-
ING OF THE PERSONALITY OF REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTERS
AND SOLDIERS OF THE PEOPLE’S ARMY ‘

1. Impact of war and revolution on Vietnamese and the
Vietnamese family

War is always the most severe action, bringing about many vicissitudes
in society and every family. It puts to the most severe test the personality
of humans.

The August 1945 Revolution and the resulted establishment of the
People’s Democratic State in Vietnam marked a crucial turning point in
the development of Vietnamese society. These events might have paved
the way for our nation to begin a new phase of national building. But the
French colonialists, not resigning themselves to being deprived of their
privileges and interests in Vietnam, schemed to return and impose again
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their rule on this country. Hence, the Vietnamese people had to be engaged
in a resistance war that lasted nearly ten years (1945-1954). And after the
liberation of the Northern part of the country, they had had to go or with
a 20-year long armed struggle (1955-1975) before the country was
reunited. Few nations have to suffer continuously 30 years of war in order
to regain national independence like Vietnam. War is synonymous with
terrible destruction of economic and cultural bases; loss of labour forces
due to numerous deaths of children and adults, especially young men.
Vietnam’s cities and villages had to endure barbarous bombings ‘carried
out by those who wished to bring this country back to the ‘““Stone age”’;
the campaigns to spray toxic chemicals over Vietnam’s territory not only
destroyed the environmental balance, but also left serious aftermaths: even
now many cases of deformed new-borns by those who have lived on the
contaminated regions are still recorded. This war has been a severe test
for the personality of the Vietnamese. It forced them to reveal their nature
in extremely abnormal circumstances and to make clear differences
between just and unjust causes. This test also demonstrated the success of
the majority of Vietnamese families in the moulding of the personality of
revolutionary fighters and soldiers of the People’s Army, ready to make
all sacrifices for the cause of national liberation. Vietnamese families could
stimulate patriotism and courage among all of their members. We should
note that the cunning aggressors schemed brutal wars. Thus, the anti-
French resistance war of the Vietnamese people was transformed by the
aggressors into the civil war between “‘communists’’ (based in forests) and
the marionette “‘nationalists” backed by the French (in cities and towns).
The anti-American resistance war of the Vietnamese people was trans-
formed by the US imperialists and their lackeys into the ideological struggle
between 2 regimes: the *“republic regime” in the South and the “‘communist
regime” in the North, with the partition of the country. This crafty trick
of the enemies transformed the struggle against foreign aggressors into an
ideological conflict and thus created misunderstanding among a number of
people, distrust and denial of the legitimate character of this struggle for

45




national liberation. This occurred in a number of families, leading to
dissidence, break, sentimental damages.

War is a severe test for familiés. It causes deaths and destructions,
leading to family division and influencing negatively the family atmos-
phere, especially care for children. Separation was a common feature of
the Vietnamese family during the 30-year resistance war against foreign
invasions, which brought tragedies to many people, and causing enmity
and conflicts between family members, including those in their way of life
and ideology. A great number of young people, volunteered to leave their
families to join the People’s Army, young volunteers detachments, the
people’s labour teams to serve the fighting front. They were ready to
sacrifice their personal interests and happiness for the cause of national
salvation. '

Meanwhile, their wives and mothers had to work for them and take
care of all family and community affairs. In fact, women, old people and
even children were, at the time, in charge of production and management
of villages, ensuring the maintenance of the normal life. The family
remained a basic economic and social unit, particularly in rural areas, all
through the war. In a self-sufficient economy, families had to feed
themselves especially during the first years of the Resistance war against
French colonialists, when Vietnam was totally isolated from the World and
thus lacked any foreign assistance, and provide food for the Army. Also,
they had to contribute manpower and material propeﬁrty to the Resistance.
Women had to go on with their function as mothers (giving births, nursing
children and training them) and as daughters (care for old parents and
grand-parents). In their turn, mothers, old grand-parents also cared for the
life of war invalids and even looked after the resting-places of fallen
soldiers. The normal life of society in war based itself on the most reliable
support system: the famigy. However, the situation when married couples
lived continuously in separation, even for 10 or 20 years, did cause damage
to their sentimental life. Furthermore, the burden of household chores was
too heavy for women, who encountered many difficulties in the education
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of children without their fathers (in many families both the father and the
mother were far from home, or both were killed by the war).

Several million of Vietnamese were killed by the war. This causec great
losses and sorrows for Vietnamese families. Furthermore, the numerous
war invalids, wounded and sick soldiers are burdens for their families and

society, both in material and spiritual life.

Experiencing the long and hard war, the relations between the family
members turned out to be special relations of a particular sentimental and
psychological group, whose members were tied by unbreakable affection
and consanguinity. Obviously, Vietnamese, even forced by war to live far
from home, always think of their family.

The affection of the family always constituted a great source of
consolation and encouragement for combatants to strive to fulfil their tasks,
being ready to sacrifice themselves for the country. They were aware that
they struggled for their family and native land in the hope of ensuring
lasting peace and happiness for them. Those who stayed home, always
nourished the images of their dear husband, father, children, brothers or
sisters. They made the greatest efforts to work to contribute to the common
struggle, because they hoped that the resistance would end in success very
soon and they would reunite with their dear relatives and friends. Those
who had committed errors and went a wrong way, were pardoned by their
family when they felt remorseful for their wrong doings.

2. The education of children and the moulding of personality
of Vietnamese through the national liberation war

The education of children and the formation of human personality
through the 30 years of war constituted a test for families. In the war, the
affectionation among family members increased to become a constant
source of encouragement for them to work hard and fulfil their daily tasks.
On the other side, the war created difficulties for stimulating children to
€0 to school to raise their educational and intellectual standard. The absence
of the father or the mother brought about limitations on the formation of
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children’s personality. The outstanding features in the personality of
Vietnamese during this period were ardent patriotism, indomitability,
iron-will and determination to defend national independence. Those quali-
ties were manifested clearly in revolutionary fighters, cadres of the
resistance, soldiers of the People’s Army, members of young volunteers
detachments, etc. across-the country in different field, at different levels
and ages. Patriotism urged everybody to act as a combatant fighting for
national liberation and reunification for the building of an independent,
democratic and peaceful Vietnam. Patriotism was manifested in some
ways. It was high sense of responsibility, one’s readiness to sacrifice, even
one’s life, for the just cause of the nation, perseverance in enduring all
hardships, the spirit of justice, disinterestedness, affection and compassion
towards one’s compatriots, etc. During the war, there were countless
examples of heroic soldiers, combatants, cadres of the resistance, coura-
geous young people and children and women capable of fulfilling 3 tasks:
production, care for family affairs, and supply for the front and fighting
when necessary. During the resistance war, the personality of Vietnamese
was tested, tempered and trained up in a most severe way: in life and fight.
Other aspects of social life such as development of economy. science,
education, culture in the conditions of war should be taken for consideration
to understand more deeply the personality of Vietnamese in this period.

In the economic field, the development was still limited. This was an
autarkic economy based on a agricultural production; commodity produc-
tion was confined only in number of cities and towns; industrial branches
were not much developed. Although after 1954, the North entertained
economic relations with the socialist countries, and the South with the
USA, France, etc; Vietnam’s foreign trade at that time was on a very small
scale. In the cultural field, before 1954, there was a mixture of many
cultural components. The people’s patriotic and democratic culture in free
zones in the North and liberated areas in the South was combined with the
traditional culture. The rise during the war of a strong contingent of writers,
poets, and artists with excellent works set glorious landmarks for patriotic
culture. After 1954, the South experienced the infiltration of American
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culture while French culture continued to exert strong influence on the
intelligentsia. The North was under the impact of Marxist culture, socialist
culture and the cultures of the Soviet Union and East European couatries.
Many young people in the North were trained in the socialist countries,
while their Southern counterparts came to study in the USA, France, etc.
They were influenced by foreign cultures and ways of life. At the same
time their knowledge and qualification was obviously improved. It should
be noted that in the South, the knowledges of management, business and
commodity economy was more promoted than in the North. Regarding
education, the development of anti-illiterary classes, primary, secondary
schools and universities, that began during the anti-French Resistance war
was considerably stepped up after 1954. Then, despite American bombings
and the hardships caused by the war, the children who were evacuated
from cities to the countryside continued their schooling. Various kinds of
schools and universities were maintained, with a contingent of teachers
devoted to the education of the young generation. The personality of
Vietnamese forged in the struggle for national liberation was expressed in

the most condensable way through President Hé Chi Minh, the most

- representative of the Vietnamese nation, who is extolled by the World and

admired even by the enemies. He was characterized by an eminent
morality, intelligence, patriotism, love and compassion for his compatriots,
adherence to unity and solidarity with all progressive peoples, justice and
disinterest, and a very simple way of life. He gained the affection and
confidence of everybody, winning the heart of different social strata.
Furthermore, he could arise in the Vietnamese people an extraordinary
strength, encouraging them to struggle under the leadership of the Party,
to achieve the total liberation of the country. The history of Vietnam is full
of the names of leaders who played important roles in difficult periods of
the country. However, President Ho Chi Minh with his personality is a
brilliant representative of the 20" century Vietnamese man, who spared
no effort to struggle for the right of his nation to live in independence and
freedom. And here, one can note the profound influence exerted by family
education on the formation of his personality.
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V. THE VIETNAMESE FAMILY AND VIETNAMESE PERSONAL-
ITY IN THE PERIOD OF BUILDING SOCIALISM (OLD FORM)
(1955-1986)

1. Changes in Vietnamese society during the socialist
revolution

The socialist revolution actually began in the North from 1955 after
its total liberation. At the time, Vietnam had to continue with the struggle
for liberation of the South and national reunification.

The strategic tasks of the socialist revolution in the North were set out
by the communist Party. And the cause of socialist reform and building
was carried out in the North for 20 years (1955-1974) in order to serve
the Resistance war against the US imperialists, to defend the North and to
liberate the South. After the great victory of the Vietnamese people in the
Spring of 1975, South Vietnam was liberated and the whole nation
reunified. The cause of socialist reform and building was unfolded in the
entire country. However, after some years, Vietnam faced great difficulties
and obstacles. The country fell into a serious socio-economic crisis.
Therefore, the 6" % plenum of the 4™ Party Central Committee was devoted
to the discussion on the situation to find a way out of the crisis. At the 6
Congress of the Party (1986), a relatively all-round Renovation line was
adopted for the socialist construction in Vietnam. Prior the 6 Party
Congress, between 1955 and 1986, the building of socialism in the North,
then in the whole country, was carried out following the pattern of old
socialism. It was characterized by an economy planned and highly concen-
trated (from central to grassroots levels), based on the regime of command
and of public ownership of the principal means of production (under the
form of State-run and collective enterprises). It rejected private ownership,
in a socialist model that had strong impacts, both positive and negative,
on the personality, the family and its education of the Vietnamese.
Remarkable changes have taken place in the economy. With a relatively
all round assistance from socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union
and from some Western countries (for instance, Sweden) a series of big
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State enterprises in many branches were established (industry, commerce,
Communication and transport, etc.). They imported a lot of new equip-
ment, employing a great number of laborers. In the course of socialist
reform, many private enterprises became joint ventures. In agriculture and
forestry, many large State farms were also formed to atiract many local
peasants who became in the wake of this State workers. New State
agencies, ministries and branches were set up, together with a system of
scientific research Institutes. We can say that never before had the number
of civil servants and State employees increased so fast.

However, the State management mechanism was based on State subsi-
dies and bureaucracy and State-owned enterprises enjoyed the subsidy from
“input” (capital, means of production, wages for workers, etc.) to
“output” (distribution and consumption of their products). Therefore, the
managers of those enterprises as well as their employees did not pay much
attention to business accounting and to calculating losses and profits. They
worked following the plans decided by the State, and received wages fixed
by the State for each grade and rank. The principle “work according to
one’s ability and enjoy according to one’s labour” was dimmed by
egalitarianism, which is unable to stimulate initiative and productivity. In
agriculture, collectivization was completed in provinces of the Northern
and Central parts of the country, while in Southern provinces, cooperatives
were formed and developed from hamlet to commune level. Land, oxen,
buffaloes and other production instruments became collective properties.
Peasants were turned into members of cooperatives and distributed in
different production teams. They worked according to the plans decided
by the management Board of the cooperative; went to rice fields following
the signal of gongs, and worked like industrial workers. The characteristics
of agricultural production were somewhat neglected. The income of each
cooperative member was calculated according to work points marked in
the note-book of the production team leader and summed up at the end of
each crop. Each family was able to borrow before that time a certain
amount of rice from the cooperative. Here, the distribution of products
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also had an egalitarian character; much attention was attached to the
implementation of State policies, but not much to productivity and indi-
vidual contribution to the cooperative.

Generally speaking, in the economic management, the Revolution in
production relationship (transforming production individual and private
relationships into State and collective ones) was considered at that time the
key measure to develop, while not much attention was paid to the norms
of economic growth and improvement of the people’s living conditions.
In the medical, educational, cultural fields, much progress was recorded
thanks to large State subsidies for public welfare (part of the subsidies came
from cooperatives funds).

In education, the system of schools, colleges and universities was
expanded. The number of pupils and teachers increased rapidly at different

levels. Many new specialized universities were established. The number-

of young people going to study in socialist countries increased year by
year, including those who pursued university and post-university degrees.
The foreign languages, especially Russian, taught at school helped the
Vietnamese to make acquaintaince with socialist culture (books, newspa-
pers, reviews, cultural, philosophical and technico-scientific works, of the
Soviet Union and East European countries). The knowledge of our
intellectuals was improved. The State subsidies made it possible for the
system of creches and infant schools to expand in urban and rural areas,
contributing to the care for and education of pre-school children. In this
period, the role of school was put in the first place. Many families entrusted
totally the education of their children to schools and the State, from their
childhood to the years of university and post-university study.

In the field of health care, a system of medical stations in
communes and wards was enlarged together with district, provincial
and central hospitals. The provision of medicines and treatment was
the monopoly of the State. There were no private physicians, except
for a small number of traditional medicine practitioners. However,
the contingent of Western-educated medical workers increased rapidly.
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The free medical check up and treatment provided by different health care
establishments helped to lesson the burden of the people’s expenses on
health care. In the cultural field, as poor families could not afford radio
and television sets, a system of public loudspeakers was developed in
communes and wards, which proved to be effective in expeditiously
disseminating necessary information, particularly State policies. Besides,
many itinerant film projection teams and performing art troupes travelled
in different localities (communes, State- owned farms, etc.) to offer
free-of-charge services or with small charges. This helped populations to
get access to the cultural and artistic achievements of the country and of
the world alike (mainly of socialist countries). Libraries and clubs formed
in many localities (at provincial, district and commune levels) provided
free-of-charge service for young people and those keen to accumulate
knowledge. Incomes of families in this period were low; only few could
purchase for themselves books and newspapers, so the majority of popu-
lation used public libraries.

At that time, the influence on our cultural life came mainly from socialist
culture and Marxist culture, Especially in North Vietnam, the cultures of
the Soviet Union and East European countries were popular. Meanwhile,
the influence of old cultures still remained, although weakened. In the
ideological field, the interests of the working class and the collective were
highlighted. Individualism and individual interests were combated. So, the
role and interests of the family were not in adequate attention.

In the social field, the role of mass organizations was underlined: the
Youth Union, the Women’s Union, the General Confederation of Labour
(Trade Union), the Fatherland Front and so forth. Each stratum of the
population had their own organization, subsidized by the State. Together
with Party organizations in different localities, those mass organizations
directed the activities of workers, civil servants, cooperative members.

The social structure at the time was made up of the working class, the
collective peasantry, members of different kinds of cooperatives, intellec-
tuals, a small number of petty traders and individual entrepreneurs.
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2. The role and educational function of the family in the
period of building socialism (old form)

In a management mechanism as pointed out above, the State machinery
was very cumbersome, doing at the same time both tunctions: management
and business operation (including in health care and cultural branches). In
rural areas there was the powerful system of cooperatives. Political
organizations were highlighted, unlike administrative agencies (People’s
Committees, and People’s Councils). The political activities and spiritual
life as well as the career of each individual took place following a special
model, outside the influence of the family. The family was almost replaced
by other social institutions with regard to educational function. Further-
more many other functions of the family were also neglected, producing
negative impacts on the Vietnamese poor and self-sufficient economy.
When the socialist reform was basically completed in agriculture, handi-
craft, private capitalist industry and commerce, family members in the
working age became mostly State employees, civil servants, or cooperative
members. The family, having been an independent unit of production,
stopped performing its economic function (for cooperative members, the
family’s economy remained but played only a minor role). The family
became a unit providing labour forces for society. Wages and incomes of
family members depended on the distribution by the State and cooperatives.
In the bureaucratic subsidy-based system, it was common that the operation
of State enterprises and cooperatives was not effective (still there were
cases of embezzlement of public property by a number of leading cadres).
Therefore, the incomes of the working people were low; their families and
children lived in poverty.

In urban areas, a number of State employees (even criticized by society)
strived to find additional sources of income from sidelines. In rural areas,
families relied mainly on the incomes they earned from the ““5% of land”
left for their own utilization by cooperatives and from animal husbandry.
The family’s strength, initiatives and capital were poured” into this plot
of land. Therefore, there were cases of families who earned from this kind
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of land up to 80% of their total income. In fact, caring for the material
and spiritual life of family members was the responsibility of each family.
The cooperative and the State were in charge of common problems and
general state of affairs. In other words, at that time nobody took care of
the family’s life as much as the family itself. Fathers and mothers had to
sweat their guts out, sometimes secretly, to feed themselves and their
children and to save some money in case of need, when the State and
cooperative were unable to help them, given the small public welfare fund.
The system of creches, kindergartens and infant schools, free of charge,
greatly assisted mothers with small children. Schools and mass organiza-
tions, particularly those of the youth and teenagers made significant
contributions to the socialization of children and young people. Many
families entrusted totally society and school with the task of educating their
children. The long-time concentration of children in nursing centres far
from home was wrongly considered as a good means for the formation of
the socialist personality. In fact, one emphasizes nowadays the necessity
to create the environment of small families in orphanages.to ensure the
good formation of children’s personality. Obviously, there must be coor-
dination between the education by the family and that by the community,
especially in the sentimental regard. Even the system of hospitals and
medical stations can never fully replace the family in health care for
children, old and sick people and invalids. The subsidy system created the
psychology of passiveness, which counted upon the distribution by the
State and cooperatives, following the principles of egalitarianism even in
the enjoyment of cultural products. All affairs were dependent on the State,
the cooperative and the community, including problems concerning mar-
riages, funerals and family internal relations. The collective spirit was
underlined, while the interests of the individual and the family were not
spoken about. Meanwhile, many wrong doings of a number of leading
cadres who abused power and public funds were concealed. Family.
education of children was to help them become State employees who could
live on wages and subsidies from the State for the whole of their life.
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