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Norodom Sihanouk was bom in I922 and succeeded to the
血rone of aambodia in Ap昂I94重・ In I947 he introdueed a

new coustitution with an elective assembly and manhood

Su徹age, exCePt for Buddhist priests and soldiers who were

disenhanchised. In March I955血e King abdicated in fivou

Of his panmts’entered politics and founded the Sangh皿

(Popular Socialist Commurity) Party. In the electious of
重955, ’58, ’62 and ’66 the Sangkun won a11 the seats in血e

assembly. His father died in April I96o and瓜e royal

POWerS Were then vested in a Council ofRegency until

June I96o when Sihanouk bccame Head of State without
beco血ng king. He was deposed in Mdrch I97O and now

虹vく場血exile.

wilfred B調Chett was bom in I9I I in AustraHa and has

been recognized over the last thirty years as a specialist

in Asian a鯖冠rs and has spent nineteen years in Sou血-田ast

Asia and in China. During血e war he was war

CO虹esPOndent for the Da砂E吻γe∫∫ rePOrting for the Asian

and Pacific theatres. In I 955血e Australian govemment

revoked his passport because of his opinions on血e Korean

and Vietnam wars. Wilfred Burchett is the author of
Sixteen books which have been translated into several

languages and sold al】 over the worId・ He speaks six

languages and now Hves in Paris '証h his wife and three

Children.
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砂脇γ u,ith海αA

Prince Norodom Sihanouk,s型y脇γ Z()紡zhe CIA is much

more than a book of political memoirs. It is a revealing

account of the tactics used by the ruthless imperialist power of

the West’血e United States ofAmerica’tO in創trate) COrruPt’

subvert, COIonize and subjugate an independent, neutral and

peace-loving nation・ It is also a deeply movmg aCCOunt Of血e

determined and heroic response ofa proud peop量e) under血e

inspired leadership of a great patriot’tO the plunder and

massive genocide that was unleashed by the Pentagon and its

puppets against Cambodia, When the subtle techniques of
take_OVer and domination f証led.

The current phase of open military confrontation between

the military machine of the United States and the people§ of

Indo_China is there for all to see. Sihanouk writes : ` It is worse

than what Hitler did ‥. What is the di能rence between bum-

mg and gassing people in oveus and doing it to a whole nation

out in the open? That is just what the United States of

President Nixon is doing today. Everyone knows the horrors

of Auschwitz and other extermination camps. But Nixon is

waging a war of extemination against the entire people of

Indo-China ‥. In Cambodia, it is happening before our

eyes’aS Part Of deliberate US policy. ‥ tO destroy present

and future generations of Cambodians by destroying our

environment. Once nature dies, man also dies.’

For Cambodia this phase of open) barbaric aggression by

the world,s mightiest military machine begius wi血the C IA-

SPOnSOred coup by Lon Nol and his gang on I8 March I970・

The events that preceded this coup - eVentS that span a period

Of over鍋cen years - rePreSent the first phase of US
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intervention in Cambodia’a Phase characterized by econ葛

Omic? POlitical and cultural in餌ration’Subversion and

intrigue. These events) When examined against the historical

。諾詩聖豊i讐語詩誌諾
andinrespecttotechniquesandtactics.

The goal in all instances is clear. It is the complete econ-

Omic’POlitical, Cu血ral, miIitary su巧ugation ofa country to

「蕊窪露語霊霊語認諾霊霊聖霊
invoIving military aggression from血e start - is血e in創tra-

tion ofthe machinery ofthe state - both the civilian and

military branches - and血e `sofroning-uP,わf the political

andintellectual elites. This process goes handinhandwith a

Variety of military, eCOnOmic and educational `assistance’

PrOgrammeS that are extended on conditions favouring
(private enterprise)’an OPen-door policy to foreign invest-

ment, and a militant anti-COmmunist stand. Economic

assistance, military aid, etC. are the baits - Ofien quite

attractive at the time they are extended-for propagation of

increasing dependence ofthe developing country on the U S.

Political’eCOnOmic’CulturaI) military and clandestine

OPerations are intertwined according to a blueprint that is

hard to dccipher by血e leadership of a country) undergoing

血e process until thepoint ofopen confrontation.

` The only址ng I had not anticipated,, says Prince Sinan-

Ouk’`was that血e United States would take part directly

in trying to take our country to pieces … We were being

Punished, humiliated, and preparcd for the chopping-block

becausewe had stood on ourdignity. We refused tobecome
US puppets, Or join in the anti-COmmunist cnlSade. We
SPumed血e billion-dollar rewards for such a roIe. Th;t was

Our Crime in the eyes ofsuccessive US administrations.,

This phrase could easily have been written by a Greek・ Our

goverment had `spumed, President Johnson,s o蹄r 。f

economic aid in retum for our participation side by side w地

Turkey’in the subjugation and partition of Cyprus. And

Greece had to be `punished, because it had insisted that
`Greeceis an allybutnot a satellite ofthe US’’that ・Greece
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beIongs to血e Greeks,・ Lon Nol had been groomed for

administering血e ` punishment, in Cambodia’aS Papadop-

oulos had been groomcd for the sane role in Greece. With
only a slight d瓶rence. Papadopoulos’having collaborated

directly with the Nazi occupation troops in the forties’had

achieved greater prominence in血e ranks of血e aIA than

Lon Nol.

Papadopoulos,s reputation was further enhanced when he

p皿ed off a successful coup in Greece. Now a faith餌and

capable U S puppet) he can school o血ers in the techniques of

coup-making. This explains Lon Nol’s stopover in A血errs

from France prior to his coup. Similar activities have been

reported to be occurring in Italy - a:direct contact between

Papadopoulos and neo-fdscist elements in the Italian amry

and political world.

There is ano血er parallel in the stories of Cambodia and

Greece that is wor血mentioning・ The overt m班tary coup had

become necessary in both countries because the leadership

had exposed American desigus? and had created a m址tant

popular climate. Prince Sihanouk writes that ` my strategy

ofbringing out into the open before the eyes ofthe people)

these desigus `had succeeded,. It is exactly what we did in

Greece in血e fate餌period between I5 July I965 and 2I

April I 967 - When the coIonels struck. After George Papan-

dreou was ousted by the King? aCting on instructious from

the US’and deputies had been bought offby the CIA to

collaborate wi血the r王ght in a new goverrment, Our Party

took thefissues to the people’unVeiled the power structure and

showed how it was strangling our dreams of independence

and sovereignty. Prince Sihanouk and I both received similar

snubs from the American Embassy! He received址s snub

when the U S Ambassador strode offthe platform as he went

to make his openmg rePOrt tO the Cambodian National

Congress in I956, and I when two members ofthe political

section of the American Embassy walked out in血e midst of

my speech to the Foreign Prcss Association in February I 967.

They claimed I had ` attacked the U S ’.

Prince Sihanouk says that at the time he was laying bare

American designs he ・could not guess the tcrrible cost in
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maintaining such a stand. Even had I known, however, I

don’t think I could have acted otherwise., This expresse§

exactly our own feelings about our stand in Greece.

But all this relates to the past. What about血e future? `In

血e end it was the Americans who drove home the bitter

lesson that imperialists Ieave only one road to freedom’OnCe

血ey have marked a country down as血eir prey; and that is

the road ofamed struggle as defined by Ho Chi Minh., This
is the fundamental? inescapable conclusion to which all the

Victims of American imperialism are drawn. We too in

Greece have reached血e same conclusion as Prince Sihanouk

and the Cambodian people. And for血is reason we have

forged the Panhellenic Liberation Movement (P A K).
In the di飴cult’long and costly struggle for liberation,

national selfdetermination? SOCialism) democracy and

POPular sovereignty’the nations that have fallen prey to

aggressive American imperialism must coordinate their

actions on a global basis - Since the aggressor himselfoperates

On a globa賞basis. But beyond this, the血ird-WOrld liberation

movements need言n their struggle against U S imperialism,

血e active support of血e anti-imperialist camp. There is血e

Widespread concem in our ranks血at the increasingly com-

Plex nature ofsuperpower relations and politics may tend to

limit the willingness or the capability of anti-imperialist

nations to contribute actively to the liberation struggles of

PeOPles in Asia, in Latin America, in Africa’and in southern

Europe. Such a development would be no less血an tragic.

Not only for the already ` occupied, nations ofthethirdworld’

but also for血e anti-imperialist superpowers themselves. If

血e hawks ofthe U S aI‘e met with subservience and passivity

by the other giants of心e worldタthen血eir positions will

become more and more hawkish. There should be no d。ubt

in anyone)s mind about the nature ofAmerican imperialism.

It constitutes a global threat not only to the independence of

nations and the dignity oflife’but a direct and immediate

血reat to human survival. Unless thc anti-imperialist forces

COalesce in the common struggIe against a ・ clear and present ’

danger’血ey wilユbe paving the way not to Pax Americana

but to a global American-generated hoIocaust.
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In cIosing I should like to state that血e Greek peop重e deeply

admire the peoples ofIndo-China. It is血ey who have bome

the main burden - a SPeCtaCular and appalling burden - in

the struggle for independence and selfdetemination. They

have shown the way. We will follow.

Andγea∫ G. PapandγeOα

Panhellenio Libeγation Mbz’物納i (PA K)

Jub) J972
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For sixteen years, Cambodia lived under the shadow of血at

which happened on 3O April I 97O, When United States tanks

rolled across her frontiers and United States bombers started

the systematic process of reducing Cambodian towns and

villages to rubble and ashes. In the pages that follow,血e

Cambodian Head of State, Prince Norodom Sihanouk,

chronicles the background? from his first fate餌meetings in

血e mid-I95OS With血e brothers D山Ies, heading血e US

State Department and the C I A respectively) until the coup of

I8 March I97O.
The account is classic for its description ofthe total nature

of the means empIoyed by the world)s mightiest military-

economic power to force a small country away from its chosen

POlicy) and to get rid of the architect and chief executant of’

that policy・ At Sihanouk’s first meetings with the brothers

Dulles,血ere was ominous iusistence that he should abandon

his neutra工ist ideas. When diplomatic) POlitical and economic

PreSSureS aCCOmPanied by military血reats faned)血ere was a

Period ofp量ots and assassination attempts. When they in tum

failed, it was fina11y) With we11」unanced treason at the topJ a

miltary coup and armed intervention by the United States and

its Saigon satellite to maintain the usurpers in power血at the

deed was done. The USA) by the Lon NoI coup ofMarch
I97O, had succeeded in exporting to Indo-China the well-

tried methods of Latin America.

For血ose of us who have followed this cruelly unequal

Struggle from the time of the signing of the I954 Geneva

Ceasefire Agreements on Indo-China) there seemed to be an

inevitability of sequence and denouement in the unfolding
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drama. The scenario was only too familiar. Friends of Cam-

bodia’SuPPOrterS Of Norodom Sihanouk,s neutrality-for-

PeaCe POlicies often held their breath in anguished concem

When it seemed he must back down or fall, either to an

assassin,s bullet or by well-Paid treachery. Those who knew

him best, however, Were COnVinced he would never back

down.

A point which zealots for US policies in South-East Asia

Should ponder is the standard pattem which renders military

dictatorships essential to implement血ose policies・ This

PrOVeS true for South Vietnam, for Cambodia and for Thai-
land. No shade ofpolitical deviation? nOthing less than total

devotion to the US line can be tolerated. Only when their

implementation is thwarted by force ofarms does the United

States yield any ground・ The I97O COuP in Cambodia, for

instance’had its counterpart in the I7 November I97I COuP

in neighbouring Thailand. The mere rumour that Thailand

WaS鮎rting with China and North Vietnam, and that Foreign

Minister? Thanat Kohman, WaS meditating over the advant-

ages ofneutraIism, WaS Su範cient for a military coup to install

Field・Marshal Thonam Kittikachom as military dictator.

His first acts were to dissoIve the govemment’bo血houses of

Parliament and the constitution, just as Lon Nol had done
SOOn after seizing power in Cambodia・ In Thailand’aS in

Cambodia’US air power was soon engaged in propplng uP

the new dictator.

Norodom Sihanouk has analysed in depth, and docu"

mented in detail’the sordid saga of Washington’s under-

ground war against his country until it erupted above grouIld

On 3OApril I970. Itis an accountwhich is bound tobestudied

With special interest in the血ird world’Where innumerable

COuntries are entangled, at SOme Stage Or anOther, in血e web

Ofintrigues and pressures woven by the CIA and other US

agencies’aS a Prelude to encompassing血eir downfall.

The material in血e folIowing pages was dictated by

Norodom Sihanouk in French? tranSCribed by myself into

English’divided up according to agreed chapter titles, and

COrreCted by Prince Sihanouk. The fact that he used a lang-

uage o血er than his own, tranSlated into a third language,
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means血e materia=acks some of血e pungency and vigour

when Norodom Sihanouk is translated direct from his native

Cambodian. The main part of the work was done at血e

Head of State’s Peking residence during血e second half of

December I97I and January I972. It was more or less

completed at further working sessions in Shanghai and

Pcking in March I 972, With fresh material added as the situa-
tion in Cambodia developed.

One aspect ofthe coup in human terms was evident from

the moment I set foot in Prince Sihanouk’s headquarters.

The first to greet me to arrange working scheduIes was

Sihanouk’s Head of Protocol, Prince Sisowath Methavi,

brother ofSirik Matak, the co-author with Lon NoI ofthe coup.
Present at the residence in January I972, tO Welcome two

Cambodia ping-POng Champions who had given the slip to

Lon Nol,s security agents in Hong Kong’While returning

home from matches in Sou血Korea, WaS the younger sister

of Cheng Heng, Who replaced Sihanouk as Head of State

immediately after the coup.

A ping-POng Champion herself; she now studies medicine

in Peking. Two ofher brothers are also there as engmeermg

sしudcnts. Even the chief pIotters are血us seen to be in a

minority within their own families. As for their status in

Cambodian society as a whole) the narrative of Norodom

Sihanouk is eloquent.

The present work is viewed by the author as a weapon in

the struggle to regain his own country,s independence) and

as a waming to other countries marked down as future

victims.

母子G. B2雄hell

Paγi∫

30 J〃ne 1972
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There have been numerous accounts of血e events lead王ng up

to血e co呼d偽atof I8 March I970, intended to deposeme as

Head of State of血e Kingdom of Cambodia. Some of the

accounts have been sympathetic’SOme un鮎endly) SOme

o串ctive, O血ers tendentious. Accounts were written by

persons expIoiting con丘dences shared with them when they

were in my empIoy) tO Claim ( inside knowledge , ofwhat were’

more often than not, insigni丘cant or irrelevant events’and

were published to establish the authors, reputation§ aS

experts on the matter・ The absurd scenarios which these per-

sons have concocted served also to cover up their own perfidy.

O血ers, Who came to Cambodia after血e coup? Sincerely

tried to reconstruct the scene. But’Viewing血e events血rough

their own optics’uSing their own weights and measures’they

attempted to shed light on matters ofwhich they had nei血er

the knowledge nor the o可ectivity necessary to make accurate

appraisals.

Many of the articles and books by Westem writers have
one thing in common : PatrOnizing overtones of `West knows
best,. Asians have grown understandably sensitive to assump-

tions of Caucasian intellectual superiority) for we have

suffered too Iong the humiliations ofcoIonialism for it to be

otherwise.

There have been accounts written from afar with benign

intent, but which suffer from lack offactual information and

from ignorance of our history. Because of the world-wide

interest in the drama in which my Cambodian people have

been cast as unwilling actors) SuCh accounts risk acceptance

as actual history.
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Absent fhom almost all of these books and articles is the

vital central issue to which all other factors are subordinate :

the struggle to maintain peace and independence; the

SOVereignty and neutrality ofour country. It is only through

this optic血at my leadership of aanbodia for three decades

Should bejudged - nOt On the basis of血eやgaries ofintemal

politics upon which so many writers Iove tc; dwell. Too many
COuld not sc;e the Cambodian forest for itslrees; Others did

not want to see the forest. Despite their experiences in many

lands, and血eir academic distinctions, many Observers

PrOVed less enlightened than the lowliest of our peasants. The

PeasantS’consciousness of血e di餓3renCe between indepen-

dence and colonialism) between peace and waI`? WaS SOOn

heightened by American bombs.

It is to set the record straight that I am, in this book,

relating血e salient facts ofthe Cambodian drama as I lived it,

Often as the principal actor. Alas, I am hindered by lack of

documents. When I left our oasis ofpeace, aS it was inJanuary
I97O, for medical treatment in France, I took the minimum

baggage necessary for such a purpose, Historical records

Were Obviously not included・

Enough evidence is available, however, tO PrOVe the

unceasmg and determined intervention of the United States

in血e intemal affairs ofmy country, and particularly the role

Ofthe Central Intelligence Agency, 1n a Series ofp量ots which

Culminated in the m距ary coup of I8 March I97O.

I have chosen to relate this story to one ofa small group of

Writers who have consistently shown sympathy) COmPrehen-

Sion, and respect for o即national dignity, for the aspirations

Of my people, and for my own part in defending those

aspirations.

勅γOdbm Sihano話

P諦i喝

Jα鵬で970

αqpteγ J

Mo∫00 u)-耽居i略

調論議接着15 Ⅲ口調洲的▼調

鵬C部的脚脚部舶陸的乱
筆

`You mustn’t go’Samdech. It,s Friday and血e I3th.’These

words were uttered half in jest by one of my aides on血e

way to血e airport to catch the plane which was to take me

from Paris to Moscow. It was the moming of I3 March I97O.

I am not superstitious so I laughed and flew offto meet the

Russian leaders. Five days later) While still in Moscow) I was

deposed - and血e Soviet govemment ha§ Sdll not recognized

the Royal Govemment of National Union set up in Peking

less than two months later. So Friday血e I 3th was an unlucky

day after all !

President Podgomy greeted me at血e Moscow airport.

There were no elaborate welcoming ceremonies, becau§e

mine was a political? nOt a State) visit・ After welcoming me’

President Podgomy said血ere was a plane waiting to take me

Straight home to Phnom Penh.
・Take an ovemight rest in Moscow ifyou like’? he said)

`and fly on to Phnom Pe血in血e moming. We have con-

fidence in you) Prince Sihanouk. You are really the indis-

pensable leader ofyour people. But it’s important that you

fly straight back and take charge of Cambodia,s a餓証s. See

they don’t fall into the hands of Lon Nol and Sirik Matak.

You must ensure血at Cambodia doesn’t drift into an

American take-OVer. You must prevent Lon Nol and Sirik

Matak fi.om creating d龍culties for the South Vietnamese

PeOPle who are waging a heroic struggle for血e liberation of

their country.’

I replied that I would have to think things over very care-

fully. There was much to think about・ On 8 March血ere had
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been anti-Vietnamese demoustrations in Svay Rieng pro葛

vince,l and reports reaching me showed that Lon Nol, at the

time Prime Minister, Was behind them・ On I I March a mobl

osteusibly of students and schooIchildren’attaCked the

Embassy of the Provisional Revolutionary Govemment of

the Republic of South Vietnam and, a few hours later’thatof

血e Democratic Republic of Vietnam (Hanoi)・ Again, my

reports showed it to be血e work of the amy - SPeCifically

Lon Nol. The nucleus of the attackers was, in bo血cases,

some珊y military men in civilian cIothes’COmmanded by

Lon Nol’s younger brother’CoIonel Lon Non. This was a

far cry fi‘Om the `spontaneous demonstratious, naively

reported in the European press and on American television・

Signs had been prepared in English’a language rarely used

in public display in my country. Photographers and crews

had been alerted・ Everything pointed to a scenario drawn up

well in advance.

As soon as I heard ofthe attack on the embassies, I sent a

cablegram to my mother, the Qlleen,2 condemning the
violence as ( acts ofpersonalities attaching greater importance

to血eir individual and clan interests than to the country’s

future and血e fate of瓜e people,. I wamed ofthe possibility

of a rightist coup and said血at I would retum for a con-

frontation with those responsible’but I added血at’if the

people chose to follow them `along a path that will tum
Cambodia into a second Laos) they will compel me to resign ,.

On IO March I appeared on French television in Paris and

said that right-Wingers in Phnom Penh had ` taken advantage

ofmy long absence to try and change Cambodia’s political

orientation. They would like us to enter the American camp.? 3

I said that there had been contacts between the rightists and

血e CIA and again wamed of the danger ofa coup’Saymg

血at: ` Everything depends on the army.’

At the time I was thinking exclusively in tcrms of Sirik

I. Known in the West as the `Parrot’s Beak’arca where Cambodian

territory comes cIose to Saigon.

蜜. QJユeen Sisowath Kossamak Nearireath, widow of former King

Norodom Suramarit, my father.

3. I had been at Grasse言n the south ofFrance, for medical attention.
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Matak, the deputy Prime Minister and his group ofrightists.
I still had complete confidence in Lon Nol, and thought血at

he would use the army to deal with any atte皿pt at an over一

心row. I knew that Sirik Matak had been in dose touch wi血

the U S embassy from血e time dipIomatic relations had been

re-eStablished inJune I969, and I predicted in the Paris TV

interview血at the future would be very dark if I were defeated・

The answer to my message to the Qlleen Came in the form

of further demonstrations and outrageous attacks against the

Vietnamese community) including their churches. This was

something quite foreign to our Buddhist culture and to our

traditions of tolerance. Further reports reaching me from my

own sources repeated that血e ringleaders were military

personnel in civilian cIothes. I began to ask myselfifit were

possible that Lon Nol had tumed against me. I was Ioath to
believe this for we had been together most ofour Iives and I

had always considered him as my `right arm,. His declara-

tions ofloyalty葛tOO PrOfusive, I think, in retrospect - Were

always more emphatic than those of my o血er ministers. I

remember that he had reiterated his a鯖rmations of賞oyalty a

few weeks earlier in France.

The o飴cial pretext for血e demonstrations and the sacking

Of embassies was血e presence of Vietcong and Vietminh

troops in血e border areas. No one knew better than Lon Nol

that, eVen if N L F units came from time to time in the border

areas,血ey did us no harm. If血ey had `sanctuaries’血ese

Were in血e sparse宣y populatedforests in血e nor血-eaSt・ There

were none in the `Parrot,s Beak, - the flat ricelands which

PrOVided no cover. In any case血e NLF Iooked towards

Saigon, nOt Phnom Penh. Theywere fighting to liberate血eir

OWn COuntry, nOt tO aggreSS OurS. For years we had o飴cially

Winked at their presence, just as the Moroccans and Tunisians
had ignored the presence of Algerian resistance fighters in

their territories during the Algerian resistance struggle. The

Vietnamese resistance丘ghters came and went without dis-

turbing the life of the fi.ontier people. If血ey needed some-

thing and our people had it and wanted to sell’血ey bought

and paid for it. They stayed away from our women. Our

PeOPle were to have monstrously different experiences wi血
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Other types ofVietnamese when Lon Nol brought in Saigon

億○○pS!

It was from American bombs and shells that our peasants

Su鉦Ted in the frontier areas - nOt from the occasional pres-

ence of血e Vietcong. And in血e areas most frequently and

most heavily bombed, there had never been any trace of the

Vietcong. The corpses found after the bombings in Svay

Rieng and other frontier areas were those of Cambodian

PeaSantS’including a high proportion ofwomen and children.

This is confirmed by scores of reports after investigations by

the International ControI Commission. 1

In any case’if瓜e Americans’With well over a million

troops at血eir disposal, including over halfa million oftheir

OWn, COuld not seal off血e frontier from their side, how could

We be expected to do it from ours when we had a total ofon工y

3O,OOO trOOPS tO guard all our frontiers, including the con-

tinually t血eatened border with Thailand? Lon Nol had

always shared my views on this. Ifhe was now using Vietcong

PreSenCe aS a PreteXt tO reVerSe Our POlicies, and to defy me,
there must be something much more serious going on !

It was with these血oughts in mind that I told President

Podgomy血at I would go ahead with the original itinerary

ofmy visit to Moscow’and then continue on to Peking as

plamed・ In any case) I needed more time to watch develop・

ments in Phnom Penh. Later, PeOPle said I had missed my

chance. Had I組own back immediately, I could have taken

Charge of血ings. We shall see whether this was correct or not.

The press reported血at I had gone to Moscow to seek

Soviet aid in expe11ing the Vietcong' This was not so. I had

gone primarily to enlist their support for strengthening our
military position. I wanted to negotiate a military aid agree-

ment. There had been increasmg mCurSions by US-Saigon

forces from血e east, and by the C I A-SPOnSOred Khmer Serei

(Free Khmer) traitor groups coming from their Thailand
bases in the west. There were daily air violatiom. These were

重. Set up to supervise the implementation ofthe I 954 Geneva Cleasefire

Agreements and composed of India as chairman, Canada and Poland.
The ICC, in hundreds of investigations) neVer found any trace of

Vietcong in the frontier areas.
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the real血reats, reCOgrlized as such by the Cambodian

people. There had been no replacements of US military
equlPment Since I had repudiated American military aid in

I 963) SO there was a lack ofeverything’eSPeCially transport.

The army o鯖cers were restless) and there was a rea工risk that

they would demand the restoration ofU S military aid u血ess

something were done quickly. I even suggested that the

Soviet Union send a small MAAG-tyPe書　military aid

mission to Phnom Penh to evaluate our needs and instruct our

armed forces in the use ofSoviet weapons.

After a few days of talks, the Russians agreed to supply

everything we needed. But by then it was too late.

Premier Kosygin gave me a sp工endid lunch at the Kremlin

Shortly before I left. He placed me opposite himself at血e

table and) With the co債be) We SPOke of the situation in

Cambodia :
` You must prevent Lon Nol and Sirik Matak from stabbing

the NLF in血e back,’he said. `Ifthey do this we will never

forgive them. It is a di鯖cult historical moment for our Viet-

namese comrades. They are fighting for血e liberation oftheir

COuntry. Get rid of Lon Nol and Sirik Matak! You have
already given proofofyour anti-imperialism. You have given

PreCious support to the NLF. You have played a glorious
role and we count on you in the future too., I promised that

my support for血e NL F and their struggle for independence

WOuld never waver.

By血at time I had received a telegram from Premier Chou

En Lai expressmg COnCem about events in Phnom Penh. On

I7 March, after the discussion with Premier Kosygin, I

immediately sent the following message to the Cbleen

Mother :

The socialist camp con§iders reccnt cvcnts to be a direct threat

to the balance of forces between the United States and itself

Premier Chou En Lai has asked our ambassador to inform me of

the concem of China which, for the moment, is maintaining its calm

regarding the provocations threatening its Phnom Penh embassy.

I・From the US Military Ajd and Advisory Group which had

Performed a similar function in Saigon at the start of American involve-
ment there.
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The highest Soviet leaders have not refrained from telling me

that they consider血e present policy ofour right wing to be extreme-

1y dangerous for the future of our country. The Russians have

offered me aid of many kinds to restore order and neutrality in

Cambodia, but, While thanking them) I have told them that I

reserve the right to act according to my conscience as a Cambodian

andin the behalfofwhat I believe to bc thc mcdium-and long-term

interests ofmy country and my people.

One remark from Premier Kosygin seems to me to be particularly

pregnant with meaning・ I quote: (Your Vietnamese a11ies have

good memories. Just as they will never forget the support you have

given them during a very di鯖cult period of their struggle) SO they

will remember at an appropriate moment the foul blow which your

extreme right has struck at an even more di鯖cult and decisive

moment in their struggle against American imperialism・ If the

right continues to strike such blows at our allies) it wi11 inevitably

mean war between Cambodia and Vietnam. ’I hope our leaders

who are playing the sorcerer)s apprentice will meditate at length

on these Soviet words.

The QJ⊥een Mother had already convoked Lon Nol and

Sirik Matak, demanding that they call offthe anti-Vietnam"

ese riots. They countered with a proposal to send a delegation

to negotiate wi血me. The Cbleen, On my behalf; justly re-

fused. There was nothing to negotiate. It was a question of

ceasing to violate policies embodied in our constitution)

POlicies which had kept血e war away from our frontiers. The

Cbleen Mother expressed strong indignation at the sacking
ofthe embassies and ordered Lon Nol and Sirik Matak to send

Written apoIogies and to pay for the damages.

After sending血e telegrams, discussions resumed wi血the

Soviet leaders, amOng Whom appeared for the first time

Leonid Brezhnev) First Secretary of the Soviet Communist

Party’s Central Committee・ The talks again centred on the

situation in Phnom Pehn and the e餓∋Ct this would have on

the struggle in Vietnam. I received news ofthe arrest ofsome

o節cers, known to be loyal to myself; and heard rumours ofan

attempt to arrest Lon Nol and Sirik Matak. This confirmed

my fears ofa grave crisis.

I left for Peking on the aftemoon ofthe I8th. In the car, On

the way to血e airport, Premier Kosygin tumed to me and said :
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` There has been a vote in your National Assembly to strip

you ofyour powers. What does血at mean?) By址s time we

were almost at血e airport. As I discovered later, members of

my suite had heard the news on the radio, but could not

bring血emselves to tell me at that moment.

`What does it mean? It means that I havebeendeposed,’I

replied・
`What do you intend to do about it?’he asked.

` I’11丘ght back, Ofcourse; I replied.

Premier Kosygin then said: `You can have absolute

COn丘dence in the Soviet U正on’s backing of your struggle.

We will always support you - and to the end. You will see
how it wHl be with the Chinese. They helped you while you

Were in power in Phnom Penh but now that you are no Ionger

in power) yOu Will see what they wi11 do ! ’

I thanked him and said: ` I will continue on to Peking and

get the support ofmy old能end) Chou En Lai. Then I shall

return to Moscow.’

` Whatever you do) yOu Can COunt On uS), replied Kosygin.

I told members of the Cambodian community who had

COme tO See me Off that I had just been deposed, but that

Sincc Moscow and Peking would not recognize the new
r6gime’ I would consider setting up a govemment to

Organize resistance.

President Podgomy had placed his own plane at my dis-

POSaL a Very COmfortable plane with plenty ofroom to work.
I hardIy need describe my feelings in those first moments !

My worst suspicions confimed ! Lon Nol tumed traitor. That
Sirik Matak acted as he had was no great surprise. He had
hated me from childhood days because he thought his uncle’

Prince Sisowath Monireth) Should have been placed on the
throne instead ofmyself He even had a notion that he him-

Selfshould have been chosen. I knew ofhis contacts with the

C I A when he was ambassador in Tokyo’and later in Manila.

But that Lon Nol had allied himselfwith Sirik Matak was a
Shock. There were still graver shocks to come regarding Lon

Nol’s treachery. What was to be done?

We held a meeting with Penn Nouthl and other members of

I. Elder statesman’SeVeral times Prime Mi山ster.
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my suite as soon as the plane was air-bome) and it was

unanimously decided that we would appeal to our people to

launch a resistance struggle-

My wife? Monique) Who had consoled some of the other

family members while the meeting was being held said : ` You

have done so much, yOu have devoted your whole life to your

country and now they have deposed you. It would be better)

Perhaps) ifwe retired to France.)
`No,, I said. `Ofall times, this is not the moment to hide

ourselves. We would be condemned by history ifwe permitted
Cambodia to become not only a military dictatorship but

once more a coIony. All my life I have dreamed and fought

for my country’s independence. I did notwin it from France in

order to abandon it now. The monarchy must not now stand

aside. It is certain that U S imperialism will be beaten in Indo-

China and we must participate in that struggle. The Amer-

icans will be beaten by the Vietnamese and our own Khmers

Rouges,1 together wi血us. And the Pathet Lao will win in

Laos. It is the duty of the monarchy to remain with the

PC○ple・’

Monique understood immediately. We sat down at a work
table) Monique at my side) Pem Nouth opposite me. While

Our Plane cruised IO,OOO metreS above the Siberian wastes I

Started drafting the Proclamation and Appeal to resistance,

a document which has since attained historical significance

like the famous I8 June Appeal ofGeneral de Gaulle which

sparked the French resistance against the Nazi invaders. I

think none ofus slept on that創ght; SOme Ofus were in a state

Of emotional turmoil which forbade rest, While Monique,

Samdech Penn Nouth and myselfworked without respite to

finish the Proclamation. It was not actually broadcast unti1

23 March, because we had to study developments inside
Cambodia before I could put the last touches to it. But, by

the time our plane touched down at Peking airport) the

mむvr part ofit had been completed・

I. Khmers Rouges (Cambodian Reds) is a loose description of

communists and other leftists, at One time in opposition to血e Royal

Govemment, nOW an important component in the Cambodian National

United Front and the resistance.
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In Peking, Chou En Lai embraced me wamly as I stepped

out of the pIane. He knew me well enough to take it for

granted that I would put up a fight and he had already acted

On that assumption. He had convoked the entire dipIomatic

COrPS, Which was lined up for my arrival. `You remain the

Head ofState’’he said・ `The only one. We will never recog-

nize another.’He said he was going to publish the name of

every ambassador and charg6 d,affaires) Who had tumed up

for my arrival, in the official Hsinhua news service and Chinese

newspapers) tO emPhasize the continuing recognition of

myselfas the Cambodian Head of State. By this time it was

towards midday of the I9th and the news that I had been

deposed was one day old. Some ofthe dipIomats present still

thought I might be able to redress the situation, and later

abandoned me when I could not do so. But, With one or two

exceptions) they were all there that moming - from forty-

One COuntries altogether.

Then another memorable conversation held in a car.

Almost the first words ofChou En Lai as we drove out ofthe

alrPOrt Were : ` Yesterday I discussed the situation with Chair-

man Mao. I have only one question: Are you going to fight?)
I replied: ( I am going tofight) and fight till theend.,
`Then we will give you every support; declared Premier

Chou. He then asked me to think it over for twenty-four

hours. (The way would be long and arduous; he wamed me’

before the inevitable)丘nal victory. There would be setbacks

along the way.
` I know that my thinking is that ofall Khmer patriots?’I

rcplied・ `They will be with me and we will fight side by side

against the US imperialists and their puppets.’I confirmed

my decision the next day.

Rcports in the Westem press were to the e節ect that China

hesitated for some days - aCCOrding to Lon Nol,s absurd

Version, Weeks even - before deciding to assist me. But within

twenty-four hours ofmy final decision I had issued my first

Statements over Radio Peking. How could I have done that

had the Chinese not decided to support me? My first state-
ments were on 2O and 2I March and the Proclamation was

readon 23 March.
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The day after I arrived in Peking, Premier Pham Van

Dong arrived from Hanoi. He greeted me with fervour, and

exclaimed: ` From now on we are comrades-in-armS. We are

PrOud to have you in our camp in血e struggle against US

imperialism.’Westem press reports spoke of some ・ negotia-

tions’with Pham Van Dong and `mediation, by Cmou En

Lai. This was nonsense! Our solidarity had always been

血ere. Now it was moved up to a higher level and buttressed

by the force ofevents.

One ofmy first official acts in Peking was to receive the

Soviet Charg6 d,Affaires. I related my conversation wl血

Premier Kosygin, and said血at now I was assured ofChinese

SuPPOrt and would welcome a public statement from血e

Soviet Union along the lines ofKosygin,s αn娩ial assurances.

The reply from血e Soviet Charg6 was that’because I was

now on Chinese soiI, it would be better first for血e Chinese to

make a public statement. The Soviet Union wouId follow

Suit・ (I had thought that I was giving the Soviet Union a

deserved political advantage in letting血em be first to

amounce血eir o鯖cial support言n retum for血em being

ahead of China in giving me血eir uno鯖cial pledge. But

nothing came ofthis. )

The opemng COnVerSation with Pham Van Dong went

SOme血ing like this :

`How canwehelp?,
` Military instructors’’I replied・ ` We have no lack ofman-

POWer and血e Chinese have already promised arms. We

lack trained cadres. You have the best in the world for血e

type ofwar we have to fight.’

`I,ll tell Giap重to send you a couple of血ousand ofthe best

We have’, replied Premier Pham Van Dong. We discussed at

length the best ways ofcoordinating the struggle ofthe three

PeOPles of Indo-China and it was during血at discussion that

血e first germs of the idea of a Summit Conference of the

Peoples ofIndo-China was generated.2

重・ General Vo Nguyen Giap, Minister of Defenee of the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam, better known in the West as the `victor of Dien
Bien Phu’.

2. The Summit Conference of the Peoples of Indo-China was held, a亡
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Later) I spoke with Chairman Mao for a couple ofhours

before he mounted the tribune at Tien An Men for血e I May

(I97O) celebrations. He questioned me at length about Lon
Nol, Whom he had met during the previous I October

festivities to mark the twentieth amiversary of the founding

of the People’s Republic of China’but who had made little

impression on him. Mao was interested in everything going on
in Cambodia and in my role in Cambodian affairs.
` I would rather shake the hand ofa prince like you’Who

is a patriot; he said言血an with the so-Called “sons-Of青he-

pcople" like certain other heads ofstate. You have played a
splendid role. You deserve to be a communist.’This was the

greatest tribute Mao could pay. He went on: `You must tell
us what you need・ Ifwe’ve got it) yOu’ll have it・ Anything we

glVe yOu is nothing compare to what you glVe uS by heading

the struggle of血e Cambodian people. ’

During my first days in Peking in March) Premiers Chou
En Lai and Pham Van Dong gave me categoric assurances

that’after victory, Cambodia would be `independent)

SOVereign, neutral and free of any Vietnamese military

PreSenCe ’.
` China is one country; Cambodia is another), said Chou

En Lai. ` China will remain communist, Cambodia should

remain neutral. )

From the beginning, the Chinese govemment respected

my independence of thought and action, my rOyalism’my

nationalism, my Buddhism, my dignity. They offered gener-

Ous financial aid and, Out Of respect for my feelings)血ey

delicately call it a ` loan )) rePayable thirty years after victory.

The French Ambassador presented me with a message

from his govemment, tO血e effect that if I retired to FranceJ

thcy would place a villa’a Car and a chauffeur at my disposal.

I thanked him and said: `The Chinese goverrment just

O鯖ered me these things. But血ey were only the first instal-

ment・ The second part consists ofsupport for my cause. So I

二王三豊their two-Part Oifer and refuse yours.’

my initiative, On 24-25 April I97O in a border area between China and

lndo-China. The main aim was to coordinate the resistance struggles of

the three peoples of Indo-ahina.
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After he departed, I suddenly recalled an incident which

had occurred at Grasse, On the French Riviera, When I was

undergoing medical attention there. I was invited to lunch

by General Nhiek Tioulong.1 As we walked towards the

restaurant past people er寄oying an early aperitif; I heard

SOmeOne Say: ` Look, there goes Bao Dai.2 Look how fat and

Sleek he is. He lives like a grand seigneur and it,s you and I

Who are paying for it・’(A case of mistaken identity but a

Waming as to the sort ofattitude I could expect in accepting

SuCh o節ers!) In Peking when I took a walk, PeOPle recog-

nized me for who I was and said:くYou are rendering a great

Service to our country’tO Asia and the world・ You helped the

Vietnamese resistance heroes. Now血e Cambodian people

havejoined in the fight and you are血eir leader.’That felt

much better than being dubbed a fat and sleek Bao Dai by

rich vacationers on the French Riviera.

Among the dipIomats who came to see me in Peking・ was

血e Cambodian Ambassador’May Valentin・3 I asked him to

Send some equlPment for my secretariat, a duplicator and

typewriters. This he did but a few days later he sent someone

to collect血em, and at the same time informed me血at he had

a long and important cabled message from Lon Nol.

This was no less血an an order to cease a11 activities and to

StOP making public announcements ! Or else. ‥ I immedi・

ately convoked the Cambodian community in the presence of

血e ambassador and read out the message.

`What is your reply to Lon Nol?, asked Valentin.
`This’’I said and) tearing血e cable into pieces’I flung it

down and ground it undcr my heel. `Send him this for my

reply.’He picked up the scraps and wi血drew. (He later

COnfiscated two cases of dipIomatic gifts which’aS Head of

State, I nomally distribute on such official visits !)

Between 5 and 7 April, Chou En Lai was on an o餓cial visit

to the Democratic People,s Republic ofKorea. In his speeches

I・ At various dmes Minister of Defence or Commander-in-Chief of

the Cambodian armed forces.

2・ The `ex-emPeror’of Vietnam under the French and Japanese.

Dcposed in I955 by Ngo Di重心Diem, he retired to the French Riviera.

3. Later sent by Lon Nol as ambassador to Australia.
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and those of Marshal Kim II Sung, aS Well as in thejoint

communiqu6, the strongest support was expressed for the

Khmer National United Front (Set uP aS the result of my

Appeal) and for myselfas Head ofState. I again met wi心血e

Soviet Charge d,A紐ires and pointed out to him that China,s

support was now open and o鯖cial and that I would appre・

ciate a similar statement by his govemment.
・But the statement of support was not madc on Chinese

soil,’he replied・
`I have no objection if Premier Kosygin would make a

si皿ilar statement on Polish or Czech soil,, I riposted.

A month later, We Set uP the Royal Cambodian Govem-

ment of National Union in Peking) With the three key

ministeries ofDefince’Intemal Affairs and Information’On

free Cambodian soil. This govemment was immediately

recognized by over twenty states) but not by the Soviet

Union, nOr - With the notable exceptions of Albania) Ru葛

mania and Yugoslavia - by any of the European socialist

Many people have criticized me for being too dependent

on china because part of our govemment is Iocated on

Chinese soil. But, in fact, a Very Substantial half of our

govemment is deeply rooted in Cambodian soil. My
original idea was to pay a short visit to Peking to secure

concrete terms ofsupport fi.om China. I admired the way血e

North Vietnamese had achieved a balance in their relations

w血Peking aIld Moscow. They had China in one pan’血e

Soviet Union in the o血er, SO the scales were balanced. We

now have China in one pan-but the other is empty!

(China is not言ncidentally, OPPOSed to the Soviet Union

helping my cause. In fact, Chou En Lai has assured me血at

this could be a frotor leading to some slight improvement in

Sin○○Soviet relations.) But what can we do? We are very

Satisfied血at China respects our sovcreignty and our way of

thinking. But we would like to have both the mむr socialist

COuntries with us. We would血en have all the others as well.

Premier Kosygin was very emphatic that I prevent Lon

Nol and Sirik Matakfrom stabbing the NLF in theback. We
in fin had done our best by tackling the Lon Nol-Sirik
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Matak coalidon) the Saigon forces and血e Amcrican air

l force wi血out outside heIp. What more couId he ask? And

Who is stabbing who in the back now Lon NoI and Sirik

Matak never stopped their betrayal of the NLF but, nOne-
血eless’the Soviet Union rewards them・ Not only do the

Soviets keep an embassy in Phnom Penh and maintain

dipIomatic relatious wi血the traitor r6gime? but they send

medical and surgieal equipment to patch up the troops of

Lon NoI whom we have put out ofaction’SO they can attack

us again. In October I97I’the Soviet Union renewed a

financial agreement with that same Lon Nol r6gime which

Premier Kosygin assured me he would ・never forgive’.

工am now’in I972, With the NLF; Our trOOPS怠ght side by

side.

I reminded Premier Kosygin ofhis words to me at our ]ast

meeting’in amessage I senthim on I5January I97I. Recall-

ing the war正ng of the Soviet govemment to the Lon Nol

regime on 24 May I97O’twO mOnths after the coup, tO the

e蹄ct that Cambodia should retum to the path of・ peace and

neutrality’and r華ct that of uniting `with the forces of

aggression and transforming itselfinto a base for war against

neighbouring peoples,. In my message I pointed out that

Lon NoI was doingjust the opposite to the course advised by

the Soviet goverment. Among other things, I said it was
lnot refraining from stabbing in the back the Vietnamese

PeOPle who are丘ghting in very di鯖cult conditions against

U S imperialism for the liberation of South Vietnam as your

Excellency textuaIly expressed it during our last interview at

血e Krem重in ’.

Furthermore’in the same message’I appealed to Premier

Kosygin `to completeIy break off dipIomatic relations with

the anti-COnStitutional’anti-nationaI) anti-POPular, anti-

COmmunistブfascist and pro-imperialist republic. ‥ and to

accord o鯖ciaI recognition to the Royal Govemment of Nat-

王onal Union). I pleaded further that ifit was ・stillimpossible,

to recognize our govcmment that, in ` awaiting that happy

day,, the Soviet govemment shouId put pressure on the

United States to halt its armed intervention and that of the

Saigon r6gime and ・grant, aS SPeedily as possible military
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and o血er aid to血e Cambodian People’s Amed Forces’・

Nothing came ofthis.
We were happy with the example set by Raoul Roa) the

l「oreign Minister of Cuba・ Shortly after血e coup) the Cam-

bodian Ambassador asked to see him - and was greeted as a

虹end.
`You,re going to fight on血e side of Prince Sihanouk?)

asked血e Foreign Minister.
` No. He’s been kicked out and everyone is for Lon Nol.’

` Get out ofmy office; said Roa. `Don’t soil my chair any

longcr・ I give you twenty-four hours to quit Havana. You are

not only a traitor to Sihanouk but a disgrace to your people.

No - I won,t shake your hand. I’m only sorry血at I shook it

when you came in here.’

Soviet o餌cials in Pyongyang told血e Nor血Korean

Foreign Ministry that it was a mistake to wi血draw血eir

dipIomats from Phnom PcI血・

` Once you wi血draw it will be di鯖cult to get back), they

said.

This was reported to Premier Kim II Sung and his

reaction was :
`Better to leave a Cambodia without Sihanouk than to

remain in a Cambodia with Lon Nol.,

The question which interested everyone - nOt血e least?

myself- WaS how this coup could have been organized? and

what were the essential elements invoIved? A full and

accurate reply would be of fir-reaChing importance’nOt

Only to Cambodia but in pointing a waming finger to血e

futし丁re for leaders who would dare defend their country,s

indcpendence and national dignity against intemal and

e丸cmal foes, Whatever their origin.
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In early September I969) I left by plane for Hanoi to attend

funeral ccremonies for the revercd founder and leader of the

Vietnamese independence struggle,血e late President Ho

Chi Minh. Ihaddeeplyadmired ` Uncle , Ho. Hebelongednot
Only to Vietnam’but to Indo-China, tO Asia, and even to the

WOrld’for he stood for the rights of oppressed people every-

Where; in the fomer coIonies’and for the blacks of血e

United States as well・ For me) an Asian, he was above all a

fellow Asian.

He had sent me affectionate notes. I had wanted very

much to see him’eSPeCially during recent years, and had

requested permission to see him in Hanoi. But when血e

bombings started? my North Vietnamese friends said it would

be too dangerous.
` This isjust血e time to show my solidarity,’I argued.

くBut you are血e HeadofState) and also our great friend,’

血ey replied. `We camot accept the responsibility, before

your people’Ofrisking your life because of the air raids.’So

we had never met.

As血e plane took o鱈; I thought how ironic and sad it was

that my first visit should be occasioned by the death ofmy

friend・ I leamed later that hardly had my plane left葛right

at the airport - than Sirik Matak tumed to his friends’Of

Whom Lon NoI was one, and said that now was the perfect

time to depose me. At the very moment that Vietminh and

Vietcong troops are ilIegally occupying Cambodian soil, the
(traitor, Sihanouk is flying to the funeral of their chief and

has had the audacity to order official ceremonies ofmoummg

for h王m in Phnom Penh. What better occasion could arise?
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sirik Matak predicted that) if it were done immediately’I

would never dare to return. However Lon NoI was not

prepared to actjust then. His wife had died and he was still
morc occupied with the Buddhist ceremonies. He wanted to

wait for a more propitious moment. (Lon Nol is extremely

superstitious and he knew that no oracle would recommend

interrupting his wif掠funeral to stage a co’ゆd偽at・)

From sources in血e United States I leamed later that the

C I A had drawn up a directive a month earlierrecommending

support for such a coup which a CIA contact on Lon Nol’s

staffhad promised would take place in the `near future). By

the time I flew offto Hanoi, the CIA had already assured

Lon NoI oftheir support. It remained only for Lon Nol and

Sirik Matak to work out the details and agree on the timing.
As part ofthis scenario’I was to be assassinated ifI happened

to be in血e countryat the time.

Confirmation ofwhatwas gomg On at that time is contained

in an interview given to an Australian professor and Asian

expert, Milton Osbome, Published in the Age of Melbourne
on I2 January I97I. Son Thai Nguyen, Who gave血e inter-

view, is a Vietnamese ofCambodian ethnic origin, a member

of the South Vietnamese Senate. More importantly for血is

narrative, he is the brother ofSon Ngoc Thanh’my life-long

enemy, a PuPPet Premier under the Japanese and head of

the CIA-Subsidized Khmer Serei (Free Khmer) traitor

group・ Son Thai Ngyuen is quoted as saying that his brother
`was guided throughout his Iong years ofcxile by a buming

desirc to bring down Sihanouk, and Osbome continues:
`According to Son Thai Nguyen, Lon Nol made clandestine

COiltaCt With Son Ngoc Thanh in September I969 … and

began tentative discussions about overthrowing Sihanouk.

Despite this step Lon NoI was still unready to act and the

maしter lapsed temporarily when Lon NoI went to France for

mcdical trcatment.,

丁「he scene now shifts to血e American Hospital at Neuilly-

Sur-Scine, On the outskirts of Paris. After the funeral cere-

monics for his late wife were completed) Lon NoI suddenly

fo11ふld it necessary to go to France for treatment ofa shoulder

lI担ry received when ajeep, driven by his fellow-0鯖cer and
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rival’General Nhiek Tioulong) OVertumed in a ditch’

Pinning Lon Nol undemeath.
By a strange coincidence) SOme American ・ patients , were

admitted to the hospitaI at血e same time as Lon Nol. These

`patients’showed no visible sigus of ir互ury or evidence of

malady. They were, in fact) American CIA `advisers’’

experts on coup-making・ I was later to receive descriptions of

血ese individuaIs from Cambodian students, because word

had qu王ckly spread around the student community in Paris

that the easiest way to raise some ` quick money ’was to call on

the ` ailing ’Prime MinisterJ Lon Nol’and listen sympatheti-

CaIly to whatever he had to say. Five hundred francs (about

a hundred dollars) was the usual payment for a first visit.

Lon NoPs aide’CoIonel Kang Keng’always made it clear to

the students血at血ey shouId show their gratitude in the

future for Lon Nol,s bounty.

From瓜is well-CamOuflaged headquarters Lon Nol tele-

Phoned instructions daily to Sirik Matak and other co-

PIotters. This was the period of advanced planning・ The

joumalist, T・ D. Allman, in the G〃aγdianl after having inter-

Viewed some ofthe ringleaders? including Son Ngoc Thanh’

WrOte that some observers believed that Lon Nol, unlike

Sirik Matak) WaS nOt Wholeheartedly behind the pIot. This
Of course was incorrect and the impression was doubtless

Created by Lon Nol’s reluctance to act (a) at the moment of

the funeral ceremonies and (b) until he was absoluteIy

Certain血at he had the necessary US support to succeed.

Ailman correctly reports that `my sources agreed that Lon

Nol all aIong had manipulated events from afar; We always

acted with his approval, On his instructions. He ran the

govemment - and our plans - by telephone from Paris’; this

WaS how Allman,s sources expressed it・ The missing element

in his account was that the `instructions … by telephone’

Came directly fiom a gang of conspirators in pyjamas working

Out Of血e Lon NoI-CIA operational headquarters at the

American Hospital

For months prior to Lon Nol)s departure for Paris in

October I 969’there had been ]arge-SCale ・ desertions , among

重・ On I4 and I8 August and I8 September I97重・
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the Thailand-based Khmer Serei troops) mentioned earlier

as being wholly created) OWnedタarmed) financed by and

dependent on’the C I A. Atfirst’individuals crossedover’then

squads and finally company-Sized and even bigger units. As

early asJanuary I969, there had been one group ofjust over

two hundred which crossed into Cambodia from Thailand

and immediately ` deserted’. In May ofthe same year) a unit

of over three hundred men who had come from the Khmer

Serei base at Phnom Malai `ra11ied’to our forces. Lon Nol,

the Commander-in-Chief; gave himself the credit for all血is

as a triumph for his propaganda efrorts to win over血e

trait。rS. He advised that they should be permitted to settle

down in Battambang province - CIose to Thailand - mOre Or

less in units. He even incorporated some of them into血e

Phnom Penh garrison as well as into the Military Police.
There was a curious sequel to one such mass ` desertion,・ I

had set aside one million rielsl from our National Mutual

Aid work fund to give血e ` deserters’a new start in life) and

to eIICOurage Others to follow them. They returned the money’

stating that, aS血ey had ` deserted for patriotic reasons ,’they

coしIld not accept it・ Strange words from people who were

supposed to have arrived with no血ing but their weapons ! It

later became clear that a million riels was small stuffcom"

pared to what they were getting from血e CIA. I was per-

plexed by the reports that) although血ey had refused my

money, they were spending freely. These men had remained

true to the code of the mercenary and were loyal to the細

richer hand血at was feeding血em. They had been instructed

to refuse my money to convince me oftheir 〔 patriotism’・

Another curious matter : during my visit to Hanoi) Premier

Pham van Dong, a mOSt intelligent and sensitive person,

Whose buming patriotism and honesty I appreciated the

more I got to know him) brought lo my nodce something of

Which I had had no knowledge. The Chinese had been in the

habit ofbuying our rice for do11ars. The rice was then deliv-

ered to the National Front ofLiberation ofSouth Vietnam. It

Was sent in amy lorries to agreed pick-uP POints near the

I. The o節cial rate was thirty_five riels to the do11a.r at血at tine.
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frontier)血en carted off by the NLF. Lon Nol had been

advanced an important sum ofdollars for rice to be delivered

in the latter halfof I 969. But’aCCOrding to Pham Van Dong,

none had been delivered・ The same thing had occurred with

badly needed medicines. I promised to Iook into the matter.

These were perfectly straightforward, COmmerCial transac-

tions that had been gomg On for years, and I could not under-

Stand what the di飴culty was.

Our Vietnamese fuends were justi丘ably astonished over

the missing shipments for’in May I969, We had eIevated the

StatuS Ofthe NLF representation in Phnom Penh to that ofan

embassy and now we seemed to be chcating. We had been
One Of the first states to recognize the Provisional Revolu-

tionary Govemment immediately afier its formation in June

I969. Shortly thereafter we had been the first country to

receive an o鯖cial visit from Huynh Tan Phat, Prime Minister

Ofthe new government’and had s圭gned a trade treaty.

Lon Nol had become Prime Minister in August I969, and

had demanded as the condition of heading the govemment,

血at he have珊I powers. I received only evasive replies on

血e su巧ect ofthe rice deliveries, and soon after I retumed to

Peking from血e Ho Chi Minh funeral, Lon Nol left for

Peking to represent our country at the National Day cere-

monies marking血e twentieth anniversary ofthe founding of

the People’s RepubIic ofChina・ Normally I would have gone,

but Princess Margaret of England was visiting Cambodia at

the time. Lon NoI was accorded every mark of attention

throughout his stay’being given the place of honour along-

Side Chairman Mao Tse-tung On the Tien An Men tribune

for the October First parade.

Pham Van Dong was also in Peking and) through the

intermediary ofChou En Lai’he was able to raise the ques-

tion of the non-deliveries of ricc and medicines. Lon Nol

refused point-blank to give any assurances ofdelivery) glVlng

as a pretext the presence of North Vietnamese and Viet_

COng trOOPS in the frontier areas. I had a full report on this by

血e time he retumed and told him either to resume the ship-

ments immediately or retum the money. up to the time he

left for Paris, Lon Nol had done neither.
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By this time) Sirik Matak) Whom Lon Nol had chosen a§ his

deputy - aCting Premier once Lon Nol left for abroad - had

.ircularized all ministers and heads of departments, for-

bidding them to send any dossiers direct to the Head ofState’

as had been the custom ti11 then・ Everything had to be sent

to the Prime Minister,s o範ce and I was to receive only what

Sirik Matak thought丘t for me to see. Anyone disobeying

this instruction was threatened with ` severe punishment ’. In

retrospect it is clear that Lon Nol and Sirik Matak’OnCe they

had received C I A backing for their intendedcoup’hadbegun

to act as though it was already a‘〆ii acco77apli・

The Lon Nol-Sirik Matak cabinet) Set uP in August I969)

rcpresented the local compradores, feudal elements and their

foreign backers. After the cabinet was formed, Lon Nol

announced there was to be no more nationalization ofprivate

industries and that some state enterprises would be restored

to the private sector" Thus on I5 November I969’the minis-

ters for the Economy and Commerce) Op Kim Ang and Prom

Thos respectively) introduced measures to denationalize血e

import-eXPOrt trade’tO end the state monopoly on血e

production of alcoholic drinks) Phamaceuticals and other

goods and to permit the operation of private and foreign

banks.

At a session of the National Congressl from 27 tO 29

December, I left it to delegates to decide for or against these

retrograde measures’but I wamed of the evil consequences

` whcn the swindlers will infiltrate Cambodia with the foreign

banks in order to corrupt the elite) SaP Our eCOnOmy and try to

change the r6gime,. I cautioned against the role of (foreign

banks which serve interests other than those of Cambodia,

and transfer abroad huge amounts of currency leaving an

absurdly small amount to the state ,.

Sirik Matak’aS I leamed later) thought that this period of

dcnationalization might be the propitious moment to strike.
「l‘. D. Allman, in the articles referred to earlier? Writes that?

according to his sources,

the anti-Sihanouk faction was ready to oust Sihanouk in December

I. The National Congrcss of the Popular Socialist Community was

held twice a year, its decisions binding on the National Assembly.
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I969’during a national congress held !n Phnom Penh. The

§OurCeS Said that 4’OOO military police and soldiers under the

COmmand of Lon NoI were ordered to pack the meeting which

Sihanouk used as a sounding board for his programme. seeing

he was outgunned, Sihanouk let the Congress vote for Sirik

Matak’s policies rather than dissoIve the govemment and call for

Although much that T. D. Allman relates is correct, this

PaSSage is not. Lon NoI was already in France. The `toughs,
Were all the Khmer Serei in刷trated into血e Phnom Penh

garrison by Lon Nol and directed by his bro血er’Colonel

Lon Non’a fascist with political ambitions ofhis own. My

POlice had informed me of the strong-arm in餌rators. The

mmers Rouges had a]so mobilized large numbers of their
men’in defence ofmy previous economic policies which were

SuPPOrted by the vast m砧Ority of deIegates and the public.

When the time neared for a vote, it became cIear that血e

PubIic would vehemently oppose血e new measures. The

Khmers Serei were af壷d to expose themselves, and went

whh血e m事vrity’SO the result was a unanimous vote against

Sirik Matak,s measures.

Much has been written about that National Congress,
fated to be the last’for this fom ofdemocratic pubIic action

WaS quickly suppressed by the Lon NoLSirik Matak r6gime.
This was the begiming ofan onsIaught against all democratic

PraCtices which had been built up since independence.
A fiv days afier the Congress ended, I entered a hospital

in mnom Penh for medieal treatment’and on 7January, I left

With my wife and a small suite’including Samdech Penn

Nou叫f料further treatment at Dr Path6’s cIinic at Grasse. I

normalIy took a cure血ere every two years. I needed complete

rest’and treatment for certain chronic ailments, and I

血ou如t it wouId be a salutary Iesson fo. Sirik Matak and his

SuPPOrterS tO have a free hand and let them see how well they

COuld soIve our economic ilIs by scrapping my policies. After

血e cure I intended to pay political visits to Paris, Moscow

and Peking. I wouId seek economic’financial and military

aid during those visits and retum home strengthened for a

renewed efrort to put our economy in order by our own means
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and血e help ofour real friends. I was convinced that’within a

few months’Sirik Matak would have so compromised himself

through shady financial deals血at the nation would be glad

to go back to the lines laid down during the first years of

independence・

I had no idea ofwhat had gone on, and was still going on,

at the American Mi工itary Hospital at Neuilly) nOr Of Lon

Nol,s treachcrous meeting with Son Ngoc Thanh while I

was in Hanoi ! My Minister ofSecurity was CoIonel Sosthene
Femandez’Who later won notoriety at Saan) a tOWn SOuth-

east ofPhnom Penh, by utilizing Vietnamese Catholic men?

women and children as a shield to protect his troops advanc-

ing on our resistance forces. Femandez, SuPPOSedly a devout

Catholic himse埠knew of血e pIot to depose me, but never

informed me.

T. D. Allman writes that his sources ` all ofwhom still hold

high posts in Phnom Penh ’(or did at the timehewas writing),

assured him that Lon Nol, Sirik Matak `and important
members of the High Command and Parliament) COnSPired

to overthrow Sihanouk by force of arms and to assassinate

him ifnecessary, aS early as six months before the coup ac調・

a11y occurred,・ This is further confirmation of the conversa-

tion overheard at the airport early in September.

On I8 February I97O’Lon Nol retumed to Phnom Penh

with the completed plans for what he was to do exactly a

month later. He immediately toured the garrisons in the

frontier areas’eXhorting o飴cers and men to prepare for the

great confrontation with the ` hereditary Vietnamese enemy ’・

This was not his only activity・ Allman reports that

thc丘nal steps in Sihanouk,s removal were planned in a series of

h主gh-1evel clandestine meetings held in Phnom Penh in the early

months of I970. Several ofthem were held in the homes ofLon Nol
and Sirik Matak; Others occurred in moving cars to avoid detection

by sihanouk’s secI.et POlice ‥ ・ The results ofthe meetings, I was

told, Were PerSOnal orders issued by Lon Nol and Sirik Matak
instructing thc Minister of Education) Chan Sokhum’tO arrange

anti-Vietcong demonstrations in th e communist-infiltrated province

OfSvay Rieng) and later in Phnom Penh itself

This is exact. Leaflets and posters were preparedinadvance
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in血e printing plant of the Ministry of Information and

Education on the orders ofChan Sokhum, tO be distributed

at the ` spontaneous , demonstrations. Because ofSirik Matak)s

Orders censoring the dossiers before they reached me and

because ofthe treachery of Sosthene Femandez’I was cleverly

and totally cut ofrfromjust the sort ofinformation that would

have enabled me to sense what was coming・ On 9 March by

Order of Chan Sokhum’there were small anti-Vietcong

demonstrations) mainly by school-teaChers, Students and

PuPils in the town ofSvay Rieng and in five or six other small
towns in the `Parrot’s Beak’area of Svay Rieng province.

These were small dress-rehearsa]s for the `main attraction,

to bestagedin Phnom Penh on I I March. Loyal students had

been artfully fooled into believing the demonstrations were

to `strengthen Sihanouk,s hand, in my forthcoming talks in

Moscow and Peking. The demonstrations were fully reported
in the Phnom Penh press (Lon Nol had already taken over

血e Ministry of Infomation and had the press and radio

under his control) as `spontaneous patriotic outbursts of

POPular wrath ’.

The T. D. Allman version ofwhat happened next is worth

quoting and correcting) firstly because it is the nearest

authentic account published to date, SeCOnd, because it has

acquired something of an o範cial aspect・ Senator Mike

MansfieId, a StaunCh friend of Cambodia) felt impe11ed to

record the血ree AIlman articles in the US Congressional

(Senate) Record,1 accompanied by a highly indignant
COmmentary Ofhis own.

After血e sma11 demonstrations on 8 March for students and

teachers in Svay Ricng) larger demonsしrations were ordered for

Phnom Penh. Govemment sound trucks urged the students to

demonstratc’and o鯖ceI`S Of the Govemment-Created Assembly of

Youth arranged for students to assemble at the two communist

However, the actual sackings of the embassies which, tOgether

With Sihanouk’s fall and a Cambodian ultimatum to the com_

munists’PrOVided a ca拙be〃i) WaS arranged through the Cambodian

I・ US Congressional (Senate) Record of I3 October I97I, Pages

S重6252-4.
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High Command and actually carried out by squads of mflitary

police in plain cIothes under血e command ofLon Non・

H。r。 One muSt nOte that these squads were notjust military

書誌書誌蒜霊謹書霊謡詫
brought into Phnom Pehn a month before the coup to serve

as storm置trOOPerS for the pIotters. Allman continues :

The dcmonstrations of I I March were just one part ofa plamed

two-Part efrort to oust the prince. ・ We planned two demonstrations’’

one of my sources said. `One for the I Ith to create the crisis’the

other on I6 March to provide the pretext for ousting Sihanouk.,

(This sounds like a technique the C IA have taught Lon Nol
at the cost ofmuch e餓〕rt, for he was not known among us for

his quick grasp ofpolitical a肋irs !)

However, the anti-Sihanouk demonstrations on I 6 March failed,
when pro-Sihanouk students surrounded the National Assembly.

The Phnom Pe血police) also pro-Sihanouk’that day arrested 20

hand-Picked demonstrators carIγing anti-Sihanouk tracts as血ey

moved towards the Assembly. As a result? I was told) (it appeared

for the moment we were foiled’.

Inside the National Assembly that day’anti-Sihanouk deputiesl

including the acting president of the Assembly’In Tam’l were

waiting for the demonstration to materialize in the hope that they

would stampede Parliament into ousting Sihanouk. Instead, `we

began to be attacked for our anti-Sihanouk statements. The

Assembly a句oumed in confusion ’・

I. At the time Allman was writing, In Tam was still Minister ofthe
Interior. He was sacked later by Lon Nol for his failure to implement

the latter・s plan for ・pacification, ofthe provinces. As `President’of the

Assembly’it was In Tam who gave Lon Nol the six stars ofa ` marshal,.

In retum’Lon Nol gave him one star as lbrigadier-generalタ・ But he

took it away again when’in March I97I, ・General, In Tam proved

incapable of following after the Saigon puppet troops in their ill-fated

attempt to try to recapture Kratie, On the Mekong River. Named as
one of America,s ・white hopes, fdr the future following Lon Nol,s

disastrous defeats in the ・ Chenla 2 , operation in November-December

I97 I , In Tam tried to make a come-back as chairman of瓜e `constituent'

謹書謹書蕊1i謹書詰詩誌露語能書豊
1972 and was predictably beaten.
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One detail needs to be added. The main order ofbusiness

for the I6 March meeting ofthe National Assembly was to

remove the Secretary ofState for Defenee, Oum Manncrine
and the Secretary of State for Security, CoIonel Sosthene

Femandez’from their posts, OStenSibIy for corruption. In

reality this was to decapitate the forces which the pIotters

feared might be mobilized in my defence at the first sign ofa

military coup. `Corruption, had as Iittle to do with the

matter as the `Vietcongsanctuaries’. Due to the we虹known

OPPOrtunist character of Femandez) the pIotters did not

Want to take a chance. However, because the demonstration

had taken a different tum, Lon Nol and the others hesitated

togoanyfurtherontheI6th.

As at the National aongress血ree months earlier, the real

Sentiments of the peopIe prevailed・ The strength of their

SuPPOrt for me scared the pIotters, nOt tO mention the

NationalAssembIydeputies. (Two deputies w。r。 1at。r b。aten

to dea血in Kompong cham Province when they tried to

explain why they had voted to depose me on I8 March. One
OfLon Nol,s brothers was also killed there at th担ime.)

It must be explained why the deputies at that time were Iess

representative of public opinion than at any time since we

adopted the parliamentary system・

工n a later chapter I explain at Iength why I did not think it

necessary for Cambodia to ape westem-Style democracy
With its multi-Party SyStem, ・ loyal opposition ,, and so on. The

results’eVen in the West where the system has been operating

for centuries’Were nOt COnVmCmg enOugh fro it to be intro-

duced into Cambodia, Where there were no such traditions

to support it・ Our brief experiment with multi-Party

(democracy’had proved disappointing to say the least. The

Sangkum’1 which I founded, WaS a fusion ofpolitical parties.

In order to ensure a falr representation of left’right, and

Centre tendencies in the National Assembly, Candidates for

election were pre-SeIected by the Sangkum leadership. This

method provided a measure ofbalance and stability, SOme-

thing very rare in South-East Asia, and did much to preserve

national unity・

重・ Sangkun Reastr NEyum (Popular Socialist Community).
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Prior to血e September I966 elections which resulted in血e

6th National Assembly (the one血at deposed me)血e CIA

had financed an all-Out PreSS CamPaign against my so-Called

dictatorship. I was accused of having adopted the Marxist
・single-Party SyStem,) Of having `massacred Cambodian

democracy,. Tirades to this effect also poured out of the

Khmer Serei trammitters which the CIA had put at Son

Ngoc Tha血・s disposal in Thailand and’quite simply’I fell

into a CIA trap. In response to血e press campaign at home

and abroad, I decided to allow a completely free choice of

candidates, With no pre-Selection from above. The result was

chaos. There were as many as twenty or thirty candidates for

a single seat・ The richest of血e bourgeoisie’natural allies of

the Americans’SPent mOney like water’financing electoral

campaigns for candidates who’for the most part’Were

merely their stooges. Voters received cIothing’medicine’free

cinema and theatre tickets and toys and sweets for their

children from the sponsors of candidates. There was no way

for the voters to distinguish between demagogues and honest

candidates between truth and lies. The result was that only

three candidates’Of any merit were elected for the ninety-

one seats. The three were from the `left’and were chosen

by overwhelming m布orities. A campaign was soon whipped

up against them as ・communists, and they left for embryo

r。Sistance bases - aS a meanS Ofsurviving, and to be ready for

the worst. (They are now key ministers in血e Royal Gov-

erIlment Of National Union’directing the struggle from the

SpOt・)

Regarding that crucial I966 election, it is interesting to

note the views ofa Frenchman’Daniel Roy’Who lived many

years in Cambodia’and who gives this version in Le Mbn虎

D砂omaiiqαe OfApril I 970 :

In I966, the electors found themselves disorientated because

Sihanouk’Wishing undoubtedly to escape accusations of personal

power, Permitted several candidates ofthe Sangkun to contest each

other in each electoral district. Thus’One SaW the curious spectacle

Of sevcral candidates callir‘g for votes offering the same programme

under the same label. These candidates, in order to compete,

resorted to demagogic methods’and made wide use of arguments
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Which had on重y far-fetched relationships with ideoIogies. They

Outbid one another making promises which were impossible to

keep) in an expensive debauchery ofpublications and leaflets’and

in the distribution ofadvantages of all kinds ; POSitions, honour and

money. In this game) it was) With few exceptious? the most wealthy)

and the feudalists, Who triumphed.

This was by far the worst legislature elected since indepen-

dence. The deputies) elected by bribes and corruption’Were

Only awaiting the day when血e dollars would start to pour

in - aS Lon Nol and Sirik Matak had promised・ In anticipa-

tion of a massive retum of US personnel - SPearheaded by

bankers and aid missions - there was a rush to build blocks of

apartments to be let at exorbitant rents.

Small wonder that, On I6 March I970, faced with hostile
demonstrations outside the National Assembly’the deputies

Were tOm by conflicting emotions : fear of the wrath of the

PcoPle if they took the irrevocable step demanded by Lon
Nol and Sirik Matak; fear of the loss of the long-PrOmised
dollar dividends ifthey did not act now. The day passed, aS

Allman reports, `in confusion’, Without the decisive blow

anticipated by the plotters.

αqクter丁航e

ne Road to ∫8脇性h

Lon Nol and Sirik Matak were determined to repair the

weakness in their position revealed on I6 March. Aulman
tells ofanother `high-ranking meeting’at the home ofSirik

Matak on the night of I6 March at which the pIotter is

quotedassaying: `Wehavegone too funowto tumback.’So

there may still have been some doubts in血e minds of血e

conspirators. Lon NoI seems to have been plagued with doubts

throughout - nOt because of pangs of conscience at his

treachery) but misgivings ifhe could pull it off Despite the

assurances he had fi.om his aIA experts in France, he was

not completely convinced and was still afraid ofhitches when

he retumed. In Milton Osbome’s interview wi血Son Ngoc

Thanh,s bro血er, referred to earlier, Son Thai Nguyen is

quoted as saying that :

When Lon Nol returned in February I97O, he again made
COntaCt With Son Ngoc ThanhJ On SOme OCCaSions travelling

SCCretly to the Cambodian-South Vietnamese border himself; on

Other occasions working through intermediaries.

Osbome then quotes Son Thai Ngyen regarding his bro血er’s

fears that his own armed forces were not strong) Or loyal

enough, tO defeat armed opposition to the coup ‥

He therefore sought a promise of material aid from Son Ngoc

Thanh and this’his brother states’Thanh readily gave. Son Ngoc

Thanh assured Lon Nol that Khmer Serei and ethnic Cambodian

troops丘ghting with the American and South Vietnamese special

forces in Vietnam would aid Lon Nol.

It was at this point, Only shortly before the actual deposition took

Place, that Lon Nol, With Prince Sirik Matak very much a secondary
figure’tOOk the decision to overthrow Sihanouk.
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As both the Khmer Serei and血e `Special Forces, were

C IA units, Son Ngoc Thanh obviously could not have given

SuCh assurances unless the CIA was backing血e whole

enterpris e.

After the I6 March meeting, Lon Nol agreed to go ahead
and use the army to arrest key security personnel known to be

Ioyal to me. That night, Mqjor Buor Horl, head ofthe Phnom

Pe血police) tOgether with officers loyal to CoIonel Oum

Mannorine, tried to avert血e coup by striking first and

arresting Lon Nol and Sirik Matak. But it was too late, and
Mamorine was placed under house arrest. Lon Nol had血e

StrOng Cards in his hands and Khmer Serei stom-trOOPS at

蘭s dsposal・

That night and the next day, he used selected units to

arrest not only CoIonel Mamorine and Major Horl, but also

CoIonel Huor Truok, gOVemOr Of the strategic mountain

resort of Kirirom; CoIonel Pheng Phang Y of the Royal

Army Staff Headquarters; CoIonel Krauch Samrach’

Commander ofthe Parachute Units声he govemor of Kandal

Province, a4joining Phnom Penh; and about fifteen other

high-ranking o鯖cers. The head of the Army Signal Corps

WaS珊1ed during this action・ I had originally set I 8 March as

血e day for my retum to Phnom Penh from Paris, after the

ihitial news of the sacking of the Vietnamese embassies. By

that moming the airport was sealed off; there were barbed-

Wire barricades aIong the road from the airport to Phnom

Penh; maChine-gun neStS Were located at all principal street

COmerS and tanks and armoured cars patrolled the streets. In

Other words’Su館cient force had been deployed to intimidate

the citizens ofPhnom Penh not to repeat their demonstrations

Oftwo days earlier, and to i可ect a little courage into the timid

hearts ofthe National Assembly politicians.
( Only after Lon Nol,s troops had taken over the civilian

govemment of Phnom Pehn), reports Allman) ` and tanks
had surrounded the building [of the National Assembly,

N.S.], did the actual vote ousting Sihanouk take place.’

The National Assembly, aS its first act in ushering in a
(new era of freedom) democracy and republicanism ’voted

to suspend constitutional liberties for six months ! After they
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had rubber-StamPed血e installation of血is military dictator-

ship’the deputies proceeded to depose me by a `secret vote)

iI口Vhich thcy had to sign the ballots before dropping血em

i証O the um ! Considering the show offorce outside, and血e

arl`CStS Of the previous day) it was hardly a surprise血at the

voしc to depose me was unanimous.

工n my place they selected Cheng Heng) a rich landowner'

Prciident of the General Assembly, and a man whose chief

cl諒n to administrative experience ti11血en had been running

PlmOm Penh’s central prison. He was an insigni丘cant puppet)

not likely to give his masters at home or abroad any trouble.

A straw in the wind to which I had paid little attention at

lhe time but which assumed its full signi丘cance later, WaS血e

following : a Wealthy rubber-Plantation owner, le Comte de

Beaumont, Who had big holdings in the Chup area near the

Sout,h Vietnamese frontier’had been especially assiduous in

COurting my friendship. Because my father, On his dea血bed,

工1ad recommended him to me, I entertained cordial reIations

With him, and no s匂oum in France was complete wi血out his

iIIVitation. But when I was in France in I97O, and heard

nothing from him, I took the initiative and tried to contact

him. Perhaps he was ill? `Out ofFrance, was the reply I

rcccivcd. As chance would have it, I leamed that he was, in

fact, in France - a reVelation which merited little more than

raised eyebrows at the time. Later I understood血e reason

for this littIe evasion.

In the丘rst halfof I969, When Samdech Penn Nouth was

Pl、圭me Ministcr’in ordcr to protect our foreign-eXChange

holdings, he had limited the amount of foreign-eXChange

PrOfits that could be transferred back to France. A propor-
tion of plantation profits had to remain in the country and

COuld be reinvested in the economy of the plantations. Le

Comte de Beaumont had protested to Sirik Matak’Who

assしIred him that within a short time Sihanouk would be

eliminated and he, Sirik Matak’WOuld be at the helm・

Monsieur le Comte could then be assured that all ofhis profits
Would be exported・ Why) then) COntinue to be polite to a

Sihanouk doomed to oblivion? But within two months after
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血e coup, le Comte de Beaumont’s rubber plantations and

installations had been reduced to ashes and rubble - dest。

royed by the new allies ofLon Nol and Sirik Matak. For the

Saigon r6gime did not brook the competition of Cambodian

rubber and Chup was one of the very first targets of its air

force. It was for the interests ofmen such as le Comte de

Beaumont that Lon Nol and Sirik Matak and their co_

PIotters assassinated Cambodian neutrality and indepen・

dence!

The rationalization for the putsch葛the existence of the

SO-Called sanctuaries, bases and supply lines of the NLF -

WaS a Sham. It was Lon Nol himselfwho signed many ofthe

agreements with血e NLF, agreementS Which the NLF had

SCruPulously respected・ Lon Nol knew that) at One Period?

When we were under pressure from Thailand, it was the fact

that the NLF occupied virtually the whole of the South

Vietnamese side ofour fi.ontier that permitted him to transf訂

troops to the frontier with Thailand. The sudden noise about
l Vietcong implantation , was a smokescreen which I recog-

nized as such immediately. T. D. Allman also came to this

conclusion in a series ofarticles referred to earlier :

Interestingly enough, my informants, in the course ofhalfa dozen

interviews, neVer named Sihanouk’s foreign policy of maintaining

good relations with the Vietnamese Communists as a reason for
Ousting him.
`Frankly,’said one of the informants, `Sihanouk was as anti-

Communist as we were.’Another said: `He had been in power too

Iong. We wanted it. The only way we could get at him was by
attacking the Vietcong.’

The former statement was only partly correct・ I was not as

`anti-COmmunist’as were those pIotters. A very concrete

illustration of this could be seen within a few days after the

COuP. Lon Nol began to co11aborate with the American and

Saigon forces immediately, first by exchanging intelligence

information, then by combining operations against the N LF

in the frontier areas. For years the Americans and the Saigon

regime had been pressuring me to fight the NLF and my

refusal to do so was a m砧or bone of contention between

Phnom Penh and Washington. To cover up their battlefield
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defおts in South Vietnam, American commanders - eSPeCi-

ally Westmoreland and Creighton Abrams) maintained that
thc only thing preventing `complete victory’was the

` Cambodian sanctuaries ’.

I refused to submit to Washington for two reasons. First,

it would have meaIlt Surrendering neutrality. Second) I)

togcther with the vast majority of the Cambodian people,

gcnuinely sympathized with the Vietnamese resistance
fightcrs who were clearly waging a bitter struggle against U S

aggression. The more I mct with the leaders ofthe NLF and

the DRV in Hanoi) the more I appreciated their patriotism)

sc距sacri丘cing spirit, and wam’human qualities. I testified

to this admiration by decreeing three days ofnational moum一

mg When President Ho Chi Minh died・ Although血is was

thc moment when Lon NoI was shouting loudest about血e

Khmers Rouges and ` Vietcong implantation ’’I ordered the

same ceremonies for Ho Chi Minh as I would have for the

death ofa leader ofour own pcople" There were prayers by a

hundred religious dignitaries in the throne room of the Royal

Palace) in the presence ofthe highest o鯖cials of the Kingdom,

and special memorial music diffused by Radio Phnom

Pcnh. Incidentally, I was the only Head of State to attend

the funeral ceremonies in Hanoi. (Prem王er Pham Van Dong

reca11ed all this with gratitude when we met in Peking a few

days after I had been deposed・)

It is true that I did not want communism in Cambodia.

Under the influence ofLon NoI who - aS I clearly understood

When it was too late - Wanted me to concentrate my gaze on

an enemy on the left to conceal his own plotting with the

extreme right) I was sometimes too harsh with my Khmers

Rouges, eSPeCially when I reasoned that ,their activities

COuld endanger our neutrality and independence.

What was perfectly accurate in the testimony ofAllman)s
high-level infomants was their trying ` to get at Sihanouk by

attacking the Vietcong’, just as Lon Nol had consciously

‡窪誓書窯業藍藻:豊富謹書霊
Khmers Rouges understood my motives and never questioned

my patriotism - eVen When they su賃料ed from measurcs taken
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by me to limit their activities - is that they immediately rallied

to my call for armed resistance. Moreover they insist with the

greatest vehemence that, against my own inclinations) I

continue to be Head of State after we have crushed the

Plotters and driven the invaders out ofCambodia.
The greatest fear of Lon Nol and Sirik Matak was that I

WOuld retum immediately after the coup and win over the

PeOPle and the armed forces to my side. Had there been the
Slightest chance ofretuming I would have done so. But the

Lon Nol govemment was thorough and ruthless. For instance,

they threatened to confiscate the plane and intem the crew

Ofany foreign alrline which dared fly me and my suite back

into Cambodia - a threat in violation of intemational law

Which is probabIy without precedent in the annals of civil

aviation. But in case any airline or pilot thought to call their

blu鱒; even more drastic measures were ready. Allman

重eports :

M址tary orders, Signed by Lon Nol, directed Govemment troops

to assassinate the Chief of State if he retumed to Cambodia. The

main fear ofthe moment was血at Sihanouk would retum, rally the

country around him and hold elections) Which he would win
`because he WaS SO POPular with the peasants ’.

In making extensive use ofAllman’s reports, I have quoted

till now only from the three articles which became part of

recorded history when Senator Mansfield read them into the

US Congressional Record. With few exceptions, the facts
COntained in the reports tally with my own information

received from the steady stream of defectors from the Lon

Nol-Sirik Matak regime, including former Lon NoI staff

o鯖cers in Phnom Penh at the time ofthe coup. Some ofthem

succeedcd in getting out andjoining me in Peking, Via Paris

or Moscow; Others sent me reports after reaching the Liber-
ated Zone.

Allman, having got his teeth deep into the sul加ct, PrO-

ceeded in professional manner to cling to it like a terrier and

dug out vital facts ofwhich I could have had no knowledge)

because I had no access to his ` impeccably non-COmmunist

sourcc’- nOne Other than Son Ngoc Thanh himself; whom
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Allman incorrectly describes as theくfather of血e Cambodian

independence movement ,. Allman, m reVealing血at one of

his main sources was Son Ngoc Thanh, refers to the latter as ` a

Prlme Candidate to become the first President of血e岨edg-

1ing Khmer Republic’. From my own sources I know this

was true and that, at the time Allman saw him, he was bitter

b ecause, after twenty years of treachery, he was not rewarded

by being installed at the fountainhead of power in Phnom

Penh. For he considered the coup to be his own handiwork.

But when the great moment arrived, he was shumed by Lon

Nol and Sirik Matak who temporarily managed to bury血eir

OWn differences in a solid front against this potentia11y

dangerous competitor. To the chagrin of Son Ngoc Thanh,

he did not enter Phnom Pe血mounted on a white charger

(perhaps a `white elephant’would have been more appro-

Priate) and met no cheering crowds when, five months after the

COuP) the best his CIA patrons could do was to appoint him
` First Counsellor, to Lon Nol. Son Ngoc Thanh had never

fooled the people, Who had long known him to be a traitor.

Even after Lon NoI was stricken with paralysis (a ` sign from

heaven’as he himself commented), Son Ngoc Thanh was

not called in to take over. It was certainly from a sense of

frustration that he decided to unburden himselfto Allman :

In early I969, the US govemmentJ WOrking through agents

attached to Son Ngoc Thanh’s staff of cxiled anti-Sihanouk

Partisans, had assurances of US support for anti-Sihanouk moves
in cambodia) including a two-I)ronged invasion of血e countIγ・

This was simply a re-VamPed version of the (Dap Chhuon

PIot’of early I959’described in Chapter 7・ A comment is

nccessary to clarify　血e phrase　`exiled anti-Sihanouk

Partisans,. Apart from sullying the honourable word
` partisan ,? With its overtones of patriotism and resistance to

froeign invaders, Son Ngoc Thanh’s mercenaries were

recruited from the Cambodian minority in South Vietnam●

trained at a CIA commando ccntre at Nha Trang on the

South Vietnamese coast and then flown to CIA-run bases
in Thailand・ Others were conscripted into ` Special Forces,

units and operated under CIA o触cers in South Vietnam
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itself The mむrity of血ese `partisans’never saw Cam・

bodia until the day they crossed our frontiers to raid the J

COuntrySide.

Thanh told Allman that the original plan was for him

to direct a two-PrOnged invasion with eight battalions of

US-trained troops (meaning the CIA-instructed and

financed Khmer Serei based in Thailand, and the KKKI

commandos from South Vietnam). Plans for this attack had

been drawn up in early I969) and it appears they were inde-

pendent of the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak consplraCy. Son Ngoc
Thanh hoped血at once his forces had crossed the frontier’

the Cambodian army would rally to him∴The plan’, he

explained to Allman’` received the approval of a U S agent’’

whom he would only identify as ` Fred ’. At that time Lon Nol

and the `Cambodian army, could not have been in touch

with the arch-traitor without my having known about it・ It

was no coincidence’however, that the massive ( desertions ]

from the Khmer Serei started early in I969) aS Part Of the

strategy ofthe Son Ngoc Thanh invasion.

The CIA’Which was master-minding the affair) at SOme

point decided to pin their main hopes on the Lon Nol-Sirik
Matak pIot to seize power from within, instead ofan overt act

ofaggression. After the scandals in Laos’nOt tO mention the
`Bay ofPigs ’fiasco and the events in the Dominican Republic

血e Agency perhaps needed something more ` constitutional ’,

more ・legal’- eSPeCially for a country which was so much in

the world)s eye as Cambodia・ Probably unbeknown to Son

Ngoc Thanh, he was to be relegated to second place’and his

soldiers’including thc `deserters,) Were tO be placed at the

disposal of Lon Nol and Sirik Matak. Suddenly’Son Ngoc

Thanh found himself without a considerable part of `his’

army. His original plan) he lamented to Aulman, had been

重. Khmers du Kampucheau Krom) SOmetimes ref料red to as Khmer

Krom’the ・president, and immediate military commander ofwhich is a

bloodthirsty) Cannibalistic bandit’formcr chaufltur of the U S Embassy

in Phnom Penh, Who boasts to Wcstem joumalists葛Jean-Claude

pomonti of、 Le M{mde for instance - that he and his fellow-bandits erjoy

cating Vietnamese flesh’` especially the liver,. A worthy servant of Son

Ngoc Thanh’Lon Nol and Sirik Matak!
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・ overtaken by event§ , and he had now to play a support role

for his new chie鳥.

Lon Nol’s contact with Thanh, after retuming fi`Om France

in February was, aS Allman relates it, tO discover

if the Vietcong attacked Phnom Penh the way they had attacked

Saigon in I968, COuld Lon Nol expect the help ofSon Ngoo Thanh’s

forccs in defending the capital? Thanh, after checking `wi血my

American friends, both at the end ofFebruary and in early March
answered a鯖rmatively.

By the end of February I97O, SeVeral weeks before Sihano血was

deposed, a dozen Cambodian army o鯖cers’aS Well as several US

agents, Were aSSigned to Son Ngoc Thanh’s headquarters, Where

they apparently exchanged information and promises of mutual

support. Lon Nol) at血at time still Sihanouk)s Prime Minister’in

February accepted in principle to meet Son Ngoc Thanh at a

rendezvous point on血e Vietnamese-Cambodian border.

To have accepted such a rendezvous with a convicted traitor

was in itselfhigh treason・ By that time’Son Ngoc Thanh told

Allman, he had set up his (field headquarters? at the village

Of Tinh Bien, near the Cambodian border on the South

Victnamese side ofRoute 2.1 At五rst, Lon NoI scnt some of

his agents, and the account states that `several meetings

were held on Route 2 On the Cambodian side ofthe frontier,.

It was after these preliminary meetings, following which

Lon Nol installed his own o鯖cers inside Son Ngoc Thanh’s

headquarters, that the two traitors met and worked out血e

next phase. Allman comments :

Cambodian [Lon Nolian, N.S.] o鯖cial spokesmen have denied

American pledges of support preceding their decision to oust

Sihanouk. But after Sihanouk,s ouster’a tOtal of ten of Son Ngoc

Thanh’s Kampucheau Khmer Krom battalions, equipped and paid

for by the US’Were Sent tO guard Phnom Penh. `We moved four

battalions to Phnom Penh in April I97O,’Thanh recalls, `and a

total of ten into Cambodia by the end ofJuly.’

By this time’Westem newspapers were carrying photos of

decapitated, disembowelled Vietnamese with K KK young-

Stcrs holding human livers in their hands `to cook wi血

Vegetables’. KKK troops were in fact moved into Phnom

I. Which leads from Phnom Pcnh south through Takeo to the coast.
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Penh before the coup and were among血ose who attacked

the embassies and later massacred the Vietnamese.

Son Ngoc Thanh?s revelations to Allman have all the ear-

marks ofcoming from a disgruntled o鯖ce・Seeker who felt he

had been badly treated in spite of all his contributions. The

rewards had proven to be meagre compared wi血his ` meri-

torious) services and even when he later became `Prime Minis。

ter’,血e o鯖ce was a sinecure. Son Ngoc Thanh’s folly was to

believe that a puppet can ever rise above his status, for it is

always the puppct-maSter) in this case the C IA) Which pulls

血e strings. Soon the three ringleaders were to become血e

PuPPetS When Saigon took over.

The above represents the essential facts, aS I know血em

today) Of血e e重aborate conspiracy to bring about my down-

fall and end the oas王s of peace which Cambodia had once

been. No doubt there were all sorts ofpIots within pIots) aS

血ese creatures of the CIA jostIed each o血er for血e lead

roles. But血e main lines and the identities of血e culprits are

now revealed for all to see. That they knew the outcome

WOuld bring war and devastation to my land is clear from

血e last paragraph of Allman’s I2 October article (written

for Dispatch News International) based on the Son Ngoc

Thanh interview.

The interviews with Son Ngoo Tha血suggest that the Lon Noト

Sirik Matak regine not only planned to remove Sihanouk as eady
asJanuary, but血at it餌Iy realized that血e consequences might be

War Wi心a much stronger adversary. The United States’aCCOrding

to Thanh, Pledged support in case the war occurred.

Senator Mike Gravel (Democrat, Auaska), after studying
血e Allman articles, remarked血at it was

incredible, tO take血e position - aS the White House has done _

血at血e US conducted 。andestine incursions into Cambodia?

hired and trained members of a sect avowedly dedicated to

Sihanouk,s overthrow’and did not know that a coup was being

Plamed.

One o血er element in the pIot is worthy ofmention. There

WaS血e mysterious case ofthe C脇mbia E讐fe, in which just

重・ As quoted by Dispatch News Intemationalj 4 April I97雪.
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two U S sailors ` mutihied ’and imprisoned the whole crew.

Shades of Captain Bligh and the Boc‘砂! Osteusibly these

men Were War PrOteStOrS Who sailed the Cblαmbia及略h into

Sihanoukville harbour because血ey objected to carrymg

napalm bombs to Bangkok. It so happened that some French

secondary-SChool teachers at Sihanoukville took photos of

thc `h$acked’ship when it arrived, and again when it left.

They noted that it had been very low in the water on arrival)

and very high on departure.

And, after dark on血e day when the Cblαmbia E略h

dropped anchor, the Sihanoukville-Phnom Pe血road was

suddenly dosed to civilian tra飴c - SOme血ing wi血out

precedent - and convoys of GMC m班tary trucks最.om the

Sihanoukville docks passed along血e road to Phnom Penh

until the next moming・ On血e day of the coup, Westem

correspondents noted that the troops massed outside瓜e

national Assembly were amed with brand-neW, MI6 rifles,

weapons our amy did not possess. It seems the Cblαmbia

Eagle was one of the CIA’s responses to Lon Nol’s request,

delivered via Son Ngoc Thanh, tO help incaseofa ` Vietcong’

counter-attaCk. What they really feared was血e response of

the Cambodian people'

While it is conceivable that Lon Nol and Sirik Matak were
too dense to foresee the dire consequences of their actious

(their main concem being to get血eir hands on as many

dollars as possible), the United States, COnSCiously and de-

1iberately) eXPOrted the war in South Vietnam to Cambodia.

They made their usual miscalculatiom? however) aS tO血e

long-term effects.
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Re∫諒tame Staγt∫

The PI`oClamation which I drafted on the way fro皿Moscow

to Peking, and broadcast over Peking radio on 23 March

I97O, had an immediate impact on my countrymen. I

formally demanded the dissolution ofthe Lon Nol r6gime as

illegal and unconstitutional, and called for the creation of a

broad front of national union, and a nationa=iberation
a調y:

A Govemment of National Union will be formed. Pending

Cambodia’s retum to a normal situation, a Cousultative Assembly

will be established. Its members will be qualified representatives of

血e Buddhist clergy, the army, the police, the provincial guards,

youth, intellectuals, PeaSantS, WOrkers and others who live by their

labour, industrialists, business people, Civil servants, WOmen, etC.

bdonging to a11 patriotic, PrOgreSSive and anti-imperialist ten-

dencies.

A National Liberation Army will be created to free the country

from the dictatorship and opprcssion of thc cliquc of traitorous and

PrO-imperialist reactionaries headed by Lon Nol, Sirik Matak and
Cheng Heng and for the struggle against the U S imperialists - thcir

皿astcrs.

The Govemmcnt of National Union, the Consultative Assembly

and the National Liberation Army will unite with the rest of the

PeOPle to form a united fi.ont to be known as the National United
Front of Cambodia which wiIl have the double task of liberating

the country and reconstructing it after victory.

I knew from the experience ofour Vietnamese friends that

血e road to victorywouldbe long and hard, but shorter for us

because ofthe experiences and successes ofthe Vietnamese.

On 24 March, I issued an appeal to my supporters inside
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the country to go underground and await arms and training,

and asked those abroad to try and make their way to Peking.

There were fuociously repressed uprisings and seizures of

POWer all over the country in the days that followed; the

Westem press unfortunately reported only those in the east-

em provinces cIose to the capital, Where joumalists had easy

access. In vast areas, Lon Nol’s administration simply

evaporated before he could get it organized, and it has not

been reconstituted since" He tried to pass off the uprisings as

the work ofthe Vietcong, but Westem joumalists said other-
wise. The Finamia1 T読e∫ aCCurately described them as `an

almost spontaneous outburst ofrural dismay at the departure

Ofa ruler who made every e徹)rt tO Win the sympathy ofthe

COuntrySide ’.

Between 26 and 3O March, hundreds ofmy compatriots -

unarmed - Were Shot down in cold blood for demonstrating

in my favour. At least thirty were killed on 27 March at the

Neak Luong ferry, SOme forty miles from Phnom Penh on

Highway I , leading from Saigon. Another餌y were killed in

the town ofKompong Cham on the same day when Lon Nol’s

troops fired into a crowd point-blank with anti-aircraft,

heavy machine-gunS. About丘fty more were shot down at

Suong and Memot, both near the South Vietnamese border.

Joumalists reported counting about eighty corpses at Takeo
and twenty to thirty each in the towns of Prey Veng and

Angtassom. The dead were indisputably Cambodians. I have

Photos oflong lines ofour peasants, hands tied behind their
backs, aWaiting their tum for the firing squad; Of students

executcd by being bcaten to death in front of their fellow-

Students. We were able to identify some of the executioners,
at least, aS the CIA-Subomed `deserters’from the Khmer

Serei, Whom Lon Nol had in創trated into the Phnom Penh

garrison and the military police.

In a broadcast on 4 April, I reported that over three

hundred patriots had been massacred, and again advised my

Supporters to go undcrground, `to go into the jungle and

join the resistance forces already there,, and where by now
arms were available.

One of the developments which pleased me most was
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recelVlng a meSSage) dated 26 May) three days after the

broadcast Proclamation, from three leading Khmers

Rouges - the leftist deputies mentioned earlier as血e only

honest men elected in the I966 elections -Who had chosen to

組ee to embryo resistance bases in血e jungle. These were

three of our outstanding intellectuals : Khieu Samphan and

Hou Youn, French-trained economists with PhDs, and Hu

Nim, a lawyer. In view ofour ra血er strained relations in the

PaSt’I thought they might pose questions or demand

COnditions) Or that theI.e might have to be negotiatious

before血ey committed血emselves. Nothing of the sort

happened. They had monitored the Proclamation and re-

Plied in e蹄ct: `That,s marvellous. If you, the traditional

leader ofthe Cambodian people, decide to fight with us - We

demand nothing better. ,

Lon Nol had secretly and systematically worked to separ-

ate me from the left" But the Khmer Rouges later told me:
(We never suspected your patriotism and devotion to血e

PeOPle. We always distinguished between you and creatures
like Lon Nol and Sirik Matak.’That there was no need for

negotiations between us struck me very much. I had

量aunched an appeal) and血ey had respondcd wholeheart-

Cdly. When, later’We formed the Royal Govemment of

National Union) Khieu Samphan was appointed Minister of

Defince (later deputy Premier as well), Hou Youn became

Minister of the Interior) Communal Reforms and Cooper-
atives ; Hu Nim, Minister ofInfomation and Propaganda.

As血e question of the previous hostile relations between

the govemment and Khmers Rouges is intimately linked

With the speedy takeoffofthe resistance movement in March
I97O, it is wor血while looking into the origins of血ese bad

feelings. Lon Nol became Prime Minister of the right-Wing
assembly that emerged from the I966 elections. In early

I967, he deliberately provoked what became known as the
(Samlaut a餓Iir ,.

In Cambodia) the land traditionally belongs to him who

Clears and cultivates it. Lon Nol,s troops arrived in the

Sam]aut area of Battambang province and started evicting

PeaSants Who had cleared the land years before and had been
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cultivating it since. His o鯖cers produced documents to show

the land `legally, belonged to this or that local o航cial) and

ordered the peasants to pack up and leave’for he wanted the

land to settle the Khmer Serei, the so-Called deserters, aS a

reserve force ofshock troops for what he was planning・ (Even

as early as I 967) One Ofmy ministers’Chau Seng, had wamcd

me that Lon NoI was plotting my overthrow. It seemed so

improbable that I disbelieved him. Chau Seng later went

into voluntary exile in Paris, and, after the March coup,

became one ofthe first to rally to the National United Front.

He is now Minister of Special Missious.)
The Samlaut peasants acted as peasants have done through-

out history・ They rcsisted. And they were supported by the

people. There were mass demonstrations in Battambang city
in their favour. There are many Chinese and Vietnamese

residents in Battambang, and they joined the protest. This

gave Lon Nol the pretext he wanted in order to claim there
was a Chinese葛Vietminh pIot to take over the country. The

left-Wing deputies were denounced as Maoists and had to

flee Phnom Penh・ Open warfare began between the peasants

and the Lon Nol forces. I was out ofthe country at the time,

but the reports sent me by Lon Nol genuinely sounded as

though the whole thing were a revolt directed from Peking

and Hanoi.

The situation was all the more cmbroiled because this

occurred during the height ofthe ultra-1eftist deviation ofthe

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China. Chinese

residents in Phnom Penh and elsewhere were being incited

to undertake all sorts of activities amounting to interference

in our affairs. There were portraits ofChairman Mao all over
Phnom Penh and other cities, an unPreCedented display of

Chinese nationalism. So I retumed from abroad to find a

PCaSantS, revolt in Battambang province and the Chinese
minority tumed against my r6gime and against myself per一

蒜豊富s書誌蒜霊葦藍霊等議i‡窪
the time was that of his friendship with the monarchist

Sihanouk !) There was an anti-gOVemment demonstration in

Phnom penh within a few days ofmy arrival home. Lon No1
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had already instituted a witch-hunt against瓜e left, and

many young people had followed the example of the three

deputies and fled Phnom Penh for the security ofthejungle.

The CIA was not sIow to take advantage ofthe situation.

They started a campaign of rumours and distributed false

tracts in the name of the Khmers Rouges - traCtS Which I

denounced at the time as lies. The armchair experts who

accuse me ofhaving turned to the right in I967, Should take

into account the extremely tense and complex situation. For

the first time, there seemed to be substantial evidence that our

independence was being threatened from the left, a POSSi-

bility I had always resisted admitting・

As for the long arm ofthe CIA) there was a fascinating

revelation by a CIA `Green Beret’, Captain John J. Mc_

Carthy, Jr, One Ofthe accused in the case ofthe murder of

Inchin Hai Lam’an alleged ` double agent, of Cambodian

Origin in the pay of the CIA. McCarthy resigned his

COmmission in May I97I, disgusted at what he hadhad to do
-nOt tO mention血e way in which he had been treatedby the

US army for having obeyed CIA orders. He revealed at the

time that he had headed a CIA team in an `Operation

Cherry,’Which invoIved leading a Khmer Serei unit deep

into Cambodia. This much was revealed in the勅か雄

雌giniaPiloton 25 May I97I.

At my initiative, further inquiries were made in the

USA’and the following facts were unearthed, and forward-

ed to me by Richard A. Fineberg) rePOrter for Dispatch

Intemational News Service :

John J. McCarthy, Jr, formerly a Captain with the US Army’s

Fifth Special Forces and commanding o鯖cer of a top-SeCret

Cambodian operation known as `Operation Cherry・, SayS Son

Ngoc Thanh was a key丘gure in his I 968 court-martial・ McCarthy

Was aCCused of ki11ing a Cambodian interpreter, Who was aIso a

member ofthe Khmer Serei, a SeCret’right-Wing rebel sect, headed

by Thanh and reportedly丘nanced by the C IA.

The ex-Special Forces O鯖cer was convicted of murder and

served two years of a 2O-yeaI‘ sentence before his conviction was

OVertumed on appeal in I97O.

McCarthy says that his attomeys requested Thanh)s appearance
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at the two-day trial at Long Binh, South Vietnam, inJanuary, I 968,

but the Army said it could not compel foreign nationals to testfty.

At that time Thanh was living in Vietnam, Where he was a powerful

figure among the Cambodian minority ofthat country.

Thanh did not testify, but the trial record reveals that U S military

officers met with members of the Khmer Serei - and possibly with

Thanh himself - at a PagOda in Saigon shortly after the agent’s

death. At that meeting, the US paid an indemnity, rePOrtedly

25’OOO dollars> tO the Khmer Serei for the death of their member.

The transcript also indicates that Prqiect Cherry was set up to

conduct incursions into Cambodia from across the South Vietnam

border. For this covert mission, the U S hired Cambodian guides

and interpreters, at least some of whom were members of the

Khmer Serei. During the trial, McCarthy identified the Khmer

Serei as an `organization which in e餓3Ct Plaus the political over・

throw of the Cambodian govemment’.

Although the heavily-CenSOred unclassified version of the

transcript makes no direct reference to Thanh, the record refers to

a man named Tan Son Hai, Who was identified by one member of

the Cherry team as ` the leader or high priest ofthe Khmer Serei’.

McCarthy told this reporter he believes that Thanh and Ton San

Hai are `one and the same person’.

Prior to the trial, the Khmer Serei presented McCarthy with a

gold medallion for his `revolutionary act’on the assumption that

he had killed the agent, Whom the Khmer Serei believed to be a

Communist-trained double agent. The citation accompanying the

award was signed by (Son Ngoc) Thanh as `leader of血e Khmer

Serei,.

Excerpts from the unclassified part ofthe transcript which

have come into my hands are most revealing. For instance?

the testimony of Sgt Ben W. Hancock, a member of Mc-
Carthy’s team’teS舶es under oath regarding a meeting he

arranged between (Tan Son Hai’and a Special Forces

OmCer following the killing of the agent・ This verbatim

account is fi.om page I 38 ofthe trial proceedings :

Hancock: Because Special Forces was invoIved in the … (classi-

fied) he asked me ifI would go to the pagoda to see ifI

COuld make an arrangement for him to meet with Tan

Son Hai.

QL:　　　Who is Tan Son Hai?

A :　　He is the leader ofthe … (classified) in South Vietnam.
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Did anything oocur with reference to this propo§ed

meeting?

I made a meeting for 6.oo that cvening・ And Col.

Grover, mySelf and Maj. Adams met wi血Tan Son

Hai, and the interpreter. And Col. Grover told them

exactly what happened; they thought he had been

瞳Iled by an American captain.

Q:　　What, if any血ing, WaS their reaction?

A:　　WellJ he didn,t seem bitter or anything’SO first he asked

how much money the American govemment would

Pay for Inchin Hai Lam,s death. So a price was agreed
On; We made an arrangement? Or he made an arrange-

ment with me to deliver the body the following moming

to the pagoda in Saigon.

On page I4I Ofthe same verbatim record, Hancock further

identi丘es `Tan Son Hai’as `the high priest or leader ofthe

Khmer Serei’so there can be little doubt that it was the

arch-traitor, Son Ngoc Thanh’Which explains why the U S

amy was so accommodating in protecting him from appear-

ing at血e court-martia工・ McCarthy subsequently informed

joumalist Fineberg that the compensation paid was 25,OOO
dollars. The Fineberg report continues :

Aithough PrQject CherIγ ended prior to McCarthy,s trial, Green

Berets continued to conduct covert intelligence operations in

Cambodia for the C IA.

The I969 death ofanother suspected double-agent CmPIoyed on

a secret Cambodian intelligence prQject caused a sensation in the

PreSS When the Army attempted to court-martial eight Green
Berets’including CoL Robert Rheault’the commanding o鯖cer of

the Fifth Special Forces in Viel工lam. The Army dropped the charges

When血e C IA refused to testify.

Captain Robert F. Marasco’One Ofthe Green Berets invoIved in

the latter case’ran tWO intelligence nets in Cambodia during I968

and I969. His mission, he toId this reportcr) ranged from ・pin-

POinting targets’and gathering information in Cambodia, tO
`keeping tabs’on the whereabouts of Sihanouk whcn the Cam,

bodian ruler visited the countryside・ Marasco said he hired and

trained Khmer Serei agents, aS Well as other Cambodians for his

On 2June I970, Marasco revealed in an intcrview with the
National Broadcasting Company that the code name of his
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cambodian mission was ・B 57’’that it was divided into two

groups with a network of agents `in all of the Parrotls Beak

and sometimes as far as Phnom Penh?・ Among the tasks of

the twenty Sou血Vietnamese and Cambodian agents

empIoyed by Marasco was血at ・ of keeping watch on Prince

Norodom Sihanouk,,1 which meant’amOng O血er things’

deciding on propitious moments for assassination attempts.

What ・Operation Cherry’and the `B 57’groups were

really up to may never be known. Joumalists have infomed

me that it is unprecedented血at the請I transcripts of血e

McCarthy trial were put on the ` top secret, 1ist. Not血e least

of CIA activities in I967’at the time of血e Samlaut affair’

was the distribution of inflammatory lea租ets in the name of

the Khmers Rouges aimed at giving Lon Nol the pretext he

nceded to step up his persecution ofthe left and to drive a

wedge between the Khmers Rouges and myself

Fortunately the jeep accident in which Lon NoI was in-

jured removed him from the scene at a critical moment’and

I was able to Iook into血e Samlaut a揮証r myselfas soon as I

.。tumed. I found the peasants did indeed have jus舶able

grleVanCeS, and I immcdiately dismissed血e govemor of

Battambang・ I publicly announccd the responsibility of血e

authorities in the u血appy aflbir’rebuflt viflages血at had

been destroyed by Lon Nol,s troops and settled血e peasants

back on their lands. Lon Nol,s accident made it easy for me to

蕊禁書霊悪霊器宝器豊島謹話
made clear that

the rebe11ion was a strictly intemal affair without any foreign

support or encouragementタand the Royal Govemment will settle

the problem by its own means and as it thinks best. However’

hosti】e propaganda and CIA agents carried out a frenzied cam-

I)aign of false information aimed at splitting the nation in two

irreconcilable and hostile parts in order to prepare a pretext for

direct intervention.2

I. The Fineberg account was published by Dispatch International

News service, Washington’5 April I972・ Marasco,s ABa interview

W著書豊豊霧露盤譜d霊詰悪罵磐“諾壷狐
Govemment, No. IO, April」une I967.
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I did not know anything about ・Operation Cherry’at that

time’but I cIearIy recognized the long arm ofthe C IA in the

forged leaflets and in the phrasing ofcertain sIogans that were

launched against me.

Sensational stories bcgan to appear in the Westem press’

Picturing the oppressed Battambang peasants as being in

bloody rebe11ion against Sihanouk and demonstrating the

hand ofPeking and Hanoi in this uprising. Worth noting is
the opinion of a French joumalist, G6rard Brisse, Wh。 Iiv。d

for many years in Cambodia’and who invesligated the

SamIaut a餓Iir:

Contrary to what was written at the time, it was not directed

against Norodom Sihanouk ‥ ・ but against certain local petty

deapots... The popularity of Norodom Sihanouk among the

Peasant masses remained intact’aS WaS PrOVen by the extent of the

rcsistance organized over virtually the entire Cambodian country-

Side.1 (Briss6 was referring to the resistance after the I97O COuP.)

However’Lon Nol,s witch-hunt against le餌st inteIlectuals,

and the military campaign against the Battambang peasants,

COmbined to drive both groups into an attitude of open’

amed defiance which died down after I intervened in the

Samlaut affair’then blossomed forth after the I8 March

I97O COuP.

In connection with the cloud which passed over my rela-

tious with Peking (but never with Chou En Lai, With wh。m I

rcmained on the best of terms) there occurred a regrettable

incident in August I967. The Chinese-Cambodian Friend_

Ship Association in Peking had addressed a message to the

Chinese-Cambodian Friendship in Phnom Penh’implicitIy

advocating my overthrow. This obviously amounted to direct

intervention in Cambodian affairs and I had no choice but to

dissoIve the Phnom Penh association’tOgether with a11 such

bodies’and iO rePlace them with official organizations. My

Critics jumped on this as conclusive evid。n。e th。t I had

tumed to the right・ But when I went to china in I97O’

Hemier Chou En Lai told me that I’in fact, had acted

COrreCtly in thus assuring Cambodia,s integrity, for all this

had taken place at a time when extremist elements had

重・ From L,Amh f%tiqαe e雄conomiqαC’Paris, July I97O.
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gained controI of China・s foreign policy’and were issuing all

sorts of provocative instructions血rough their emba§Sies

abroad. Not only Cambodia suffered from this’but in our

case it did, unfortunately, happen at a particularly crucial

moment in our postwar history. Chou En Lai told me that the

leaders of the association in Peking had been punished・ In

generalタthe ・ ultras ’who emerged at the height ofthe Cultural

Revolution were later thorough宣y discredited’but not before

much harm had been done to China,s relations abroad・

To throw my own dissenters - rightists such as Lon Nol -

off the track, I occasionally made speeches attacking the

Vietmi血, Vietcong and Khmers Rouges. The first two

realized that the main thing was my unswerving political’

dipIomatic and material support oftheir resistance struggle.

But I did not know at the time that血e Khmers Rouges had

also understood this. The proofwas their immediate accept-

ance ofthe alliance for resistance in I97O.

What had depressed me in I967’When I saw so many

hundreds of Cambodian young people deserting home’

studies and prof料ions to march off to jungle and mountain

guerrilla bases) tumed out to be a blessing when I sounded the

call for armed de丘ance in March I 970. The bases were there;

the arms came soon after. The NLF, Which had been very

reluctant to give arms to the Khmers Rouges in I967’thus

risking a Cambodian civil war which might bring about

US intervention, t車d no such misgivings in March of

I97O. Immediately afier the coup they started distributing

weapons stocked in the frontier regions. When the AmeI‘i-

cans attacked six weeks later they were dsmayed to find the

storage areas almost empty. A high proportion of血ese arms

went directly into the hands of the first units ofour Peoples

Liberation Armed Forces.

The very rapid development of our armed resistance -

something which astonished even our Vietnamese friends -

was due to the fact that we had veteran cadres which had

leamed irregular warfare in protecting their own lives and

their bases from Lon Nol,s raiding expeditions. There were

bases in Ratanakiri Province in the north-eaSt, in the

Elephant Mountains in the south’and in血e Cardamome
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Mountaius in血e west.珊e Khmers Rouges were qu王ckly

joined by tens of thousands of what some joumalists called
(Sihanoukists?. These were peasants and townspeople)

SOldiers? including entire army units which had remained

loyal to me? and Vietnamese and Chinese residents who

joined us for ideological reasons, Or because they saw no

altemative ifthey wanted to remain alive - and froe.

By mid April’mOSt Of Cambodia was liberated, and our

forces were knoching at血e gates of Phnom Penh) eager tO

JOln Our SuPPOrterS inside the city. This) despite the importa-
tion ofthe ` Mike Force ’(KKK commandos) for the defence

Ofthe capital. The Lon Nol-Sirik Matak r6gime was sagging
at the knees’knocked on to the ropes’and awaiting the final

COuntJ When the United States invaded Cambodia with its

OWn and Saigon forces on 30 April I970’in one of the

most flagrant acts of unprovoked aggression in modem

history. No word but 〔 aggression ’can be appIied to this act.

Lon Nol’tO COVer uP his own invoIvement’Claimed血at he

had neither invited the Americans in’nOr had received any

Waming of血e invasion. It is hard to believe, but血is is血e

O鯖cial) On一心e-reCOrd position of the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak

govemment. On 2 May’in the丘rst days ofthe invasion, Lon

NoI was reported by Westem joumalists as `pondering,
Whe血er or not to Iodge an o節cial `protest’' In the end he

decided to ` approve , the invasion !

The best he could do to just埠γ himselfwas to address a

ga血ering ofBuddhists on I I May’by which time scores of

towns and villages had been reduced to rubble and ashes by

U S air power) and hundreds ofinnocent civilians had been

bombed, bumed and machine-gumed to death by American

and Saigon troops. with this inept and hypocritical ds-

quisition’he tried to vindicate the slaughter of thousands of

Vietnamese civilians in an o鯖cia11y decreed rampage of

racism and terror without precedent in our country’s history.

That he shouId seek to justify butchery and treason in th。

name of Buddhism) the most humane and tolerant of re_

1igious philosophies) PrOVides a measure of the man’s

dcgeneracy. In a broadcast over Radio Phnom Penh’he said :
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I address this appeal to my fellow countrymen who are Buddhist

believers. It is believed that our religion will last 5’OOO yearS. We

are now at 2)5OO yearS) right in the middle ofthe Buddhist era. It

is also believed that the Buddhist religion will prosper during the

rleXt 5OO yearS. According to an oracle? the current war in Cambodia

is a γel短0α3 ZOaγ. Our religion is Buddhism. We have our bonzes’

our prayers) Our disciplines) and belief that good will be rewarded

and evil will be punished・ The communists do not believe in

religion because they do not believe in the existence ofBuddha.

I wish to inform my fellow countr)men Who are Buddhists that

an oracle has predicted everybody will enjoy equal rights. Every-

body will be happy and good when this nel蛮0郷Z”aγ ends. But while

the war is still going on) yOu muSt reSPeCt yOur religion and pray.

Those who follow this advice will be spared all misfortune and will

be rewarded with security and prosperity. The oracle who predicted

a γel宙0“∫ ZOaγ in the middle ofthis era said that gold and silver palaces

will be erected in the middle of the four branches of the Mekong,
and that there will be killing in血e middle of the four branches of

the Mekong. This means the enemy ofBuddha will kill血e religious

people. Then the King wiu flee) and a comet will appear.
When the Khmer people refused to abandon their Buddhist
morality and to aid the Vietcong aggressors)血e war broke out in

accordance with plans mapped out by the Chinese and Nor血

Vietnamese communists. China does not love Sihanouk; it is using

him as a tool to help the Vietcong wage war in our country wi血a

view to transfoming it into a communist base in Sou血・East Asia.

To make it easy to understand, aCCOrding to the Buddhist

religion) there must be war - a War agaiust the Vietnamese com-

munists who consider religion their enemy. In this γel蛮0α∫めar

agaiust the Vietnamese com剛皿ists? Who are the enemies of

Buddha’there are many Buddhists who will come and help us.

Our country will win final victory on the battlefield as predicted by

the oracle. Therefore, We Buddhist believers must rise up together

to struggle against the enemy who is committing the war of

aggression in our country.1

One could possibly deduce from the last sentence that IJOn

NoI was appealing to his Buddhist compatriots to rise up

against血e Americans, but his intentions were anything but

that・ I have italicized the repeated use of血e expression

` religious war , in Lon Nol,s ravings. This) tOgether with the

I. Ctmbodia: 7he W`協ng I侮γ h hdo-αimタPP. IO9-I2) Washington

Square press, New York, February I97I.
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reference to血e lbur branches of the Mekong ’, SeemS tO be

an attempt to explain血e massacre of over a thousand

Vietnamese civilians) men) WOmen and children’Whose

bodies・ armS tied behind their backs) Were found dr珊ng

down the Mekong in mid April. This terrible stain on Cam-

bodian honour was well reported in the world press at the

time, but a I5 April dispatch from Jeff Williams of the
Associated Press’is especially worth recalling・ Writing from

the Neak Luong ferry crossing) he says :

Hundreds of executed Vietnamese bodies floated down the

Mekong River Wednesday moming, many Of them with hands tied
behind them. It appeared to be the greatest mass killing yet

discIosed in Cambodia. The stench swept across the broad waters’

and ferry passengers gagged as the feITy Chumed through bodies

floating in the river.

A police o鯖cial at this ferr)㌧ Sixty kilometres south-eaSt Of

Phnom Pe血, Said he had counted four hundred bodies during the

moming. Sti11 the bodies came and the bodies could be seen

8tretChing for more than one mile up the rivcr until血ey disappeared

behind a bend.

A religious killing! Many of the Vietnamese were also
Buddhists. And those who were Catholics? Buddhism

PreaChes religious tolerance. Who are ` the many Buddhist§

Who will come and he賞p us,? Since when have Americans

been considered Buddhists? I would urge all members ofthe

US Congress and the American public at large to read Lon

Nol’s speech and then to assess血e sort ofleaders to whom

they have entrusted so many hundreds ofmillions ofdollars,

and the political and moral philosophy being endorsed with

American trea餌re and military might - nOt tO mention

PreS tige.

Americans might also meditate on the following passages

from the conservative Ftzγ Ea∫teγn Eとonomic Re演ez“ :1

Foreign o億cials in Phnom Penh who brood over Camb∝lia’s

PrOblem and vie for Lon Nol’s ear may be a bit disconcerted to

leam that the premier gets some ofhis most intimate advice from a

Clique ofBuddhist monks who often see him for hours at a stretch.

I・ Published in Hong Kong, I6 January I97I.
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High among these well-Placed advisers is Mam Prom Moni’a

。rafty-looking 20 year-Old bonze whose confident air and haughty

demeanor befit his title: ` Grand Intellectual of GIorious Purityl・

He belongs to the Mohanikay sect. He describes himself as an
astroIoger) mineralogist and historian ! He sees Lon Nol each week

but wi11 not diⅧ1ge the content of their discussions beyond saying

that they range from personal problems to affairs of state. To

provide some sense of the wisdom he shares with血e Cambodian

leader’Mam Prom Moni o鯖ers瓜e following predictions:
・Peace w遭l come to Cambodia this spring) but will not endure

until several requirements are met : all Vietnamese’from north and

south’muSt leave the country … US businessmen must help

Cambodia recover through heavy investment - and they mu§t aCt

before their Japanese counterparts do !

Perhaps ru皿ours of C IA-manipulated soothsayers are not

so far_fetched after a即

One can readily understand why so many of my compa-

triots, faced with a choice oflistening either to血e obscurant・

ist ravings ofthis tumcoat or to l・桓cal, intelligent appeals to

patriotism) national unity) and militant so量idarity with

comrades_in_armS aCrOSS Our borders in Vietnam and Laos,

did not hesitate to choose血e latter. With the invasion of3O

April’Nixon,s military strategists hoped to crush our

resistance forces before they could get organized, and to

smash the NLF in a vice between Lon Nol’s forces and their

own. The westem jaw of the vice did not cIose because Lon

Nol,s forces had no stomach for血e fight. Our embryo resis-

tance forces’On the other hand, gaVe a gOOd account ofthem-

selves. The ・Vietcong Pentagon) proved non-eXistent; the

overwhelming bulk ofsupplies in the frontier bases have been

transported elsewhere - aS the Americans were to find out in

the spring of I972 - Or are in our hands; the `sanctuaries,

now spread westwards to include most ofCambodia. Nixon’s

cambodian adventure resulted in the destruction of

many cambodian towns and villages’the loss of thousands

of Cambodian - almost exclusively civilian - 1ives. But fi`Om

a military viewpoint it was a disaster for the United States

and its puppets - a disaster the extent ofwhich Nixon has

never dared reveal to the American people.
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The invasion ofApril-May I97O WaS the first baptism of

fire for our PNLAF C (People’s National Liberation Armed

Forces of Cambodia). Within a very short time, Khieu

Samphan and his comrades set up血ree types offorces ; local

guerrillas and regional guerrillas and a regular army. I草n血e

begiming, these branches Iacked equipment) they more than

made up for it by their superb morale. How could it be o血er-

Wise when血ey had seen血eir homes looted and bumed;

血eir parents massacred; their mothers, Wives’Sisters and

daughters raped "f血ere were Cambodians who still had no

Clear idea ofthe di鱈料ence between a Lon Nol and a Sihan_

Ouk after血e coup ofI8 March I97O, there werenone after the

aggression committed - by invitation or not - On 3O April.

The seeds ofour defiance fell on soil fertilized by血e blood of

Our PeOPIe. Sihanouk propaganda? One need o血y剛ow

血e tragic course ofevents since I8 March I97O.

α句か成りe

脇nila hteγluゐ

My first reactious to the events immediately preceding血e

I8 March coup - and to the coup itself- WaS tO See the hand

ofthe CIA at work. In a TVinterview in Paris on I4 March
and again immediately after my arrival in Pe瞳ng) I made

declarations to this e餓rot・ Obviously I did not have the type of

documented evidence which I later obtained. But somuch had

happened that was indisputably血e work of血e C IA that I

was jus咄ed in entertaining we11-informed suspicions血at

what took place on I8 March was the logical conclusion of

all that had gone on before. Everything that I have been able

to collect since as evidence has only confrmed those sus-

plClOnS・

My first experience with C IA intervention in Cambodian

affairs dates back to late I 955, When Allen Dulles) then head

of the CIA, visited me in Phnom Penh. Prior to this, his

brother, the late John Foster D皿es, had called on me二in his

capacity as Secretary of State) and he had exhausted every

argument to persuade me to place Cambodia under the

protection of the South-East Asia Treaty Organization. I
refused, because such an arrangement was contrary to the

pledge of neutrality accepted by Cambodia at the I954
Geneva Conference’and which I was to rea組rm at血e

Bandung Conference in April I955.

I considered SEATO an aggressive m抗tary a11iance

directed against neighbours whose ideoIogy I did not share

but with whom Cambodia had no quarrel. I had made all

this quite clear to John Foster, an aCidy, arrOgant man, but

his brother soon tumed up with a briefoase full ofdocuments
`proving) that Cambodia was about to fall victim to `com-
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munist aggression’and血at the only way to save the country?

the monarchy and myselfwas to accept the protection of

SEATO. The `proo鳥, did not coincide with my own infor-

mation, and I replied to Allen Dulles as I had replied toJohn

Foster: Cambodia wanted no part of SEATO. We would
Iook after ourselves as neutrals and Buddhists. There was

nothing for the secret service chief to do but pack up his

dubious documents and leave.

Pressure continued to be applied against me’and also

against my mother and father by the US Ambassador,

Robert McClintock’known to my intelligence staff as an

experienced agent of the CIA. McClintock harped on the

Same Stale themes as had the brothers Dulles: the Chinese

intended to gobble us up. ‥ The US Congress would with-

hold economic aid from countries steering a neutral course

. ‥ No nation could conceivably remain neutral in the

Struggle against world communism. ‥ Not to be with the

US in this crusade was to be against her・ Many variants of

血eJohn Foster Dulles notion that neutralism was ` dangerous

and immoral’were prescnted. (He never abandoned血is

血eme. When I saw him in I958’he glowered at me and

Said : ` Cambodia cannotbe a Switzerlandin Asia. You cannot

be neutral. You have to choose between the fiee world and

血e communist camp. ’)

At the invitation of the Philippine govemment’I went to

MaI追a, arriving there on 3I January I956. I was given a

tremendous reception. It was 〔 flowers) flowers) all the way ,.

Cheering crowds lined the streets - a New York ticker-taPe

Welcome, With confetti floating down like coIoured snow-

flakes from the buildings lining the street. The most gorgeous

TV and cinema stars had been mobilized to emphasize

Philippine hospitality. Although my o範ce was血at of

Prime Minister’I was received with some血ing of extrava-

ganza - including massed bands - that my former status of

King might havejustified. (I had abdicated some ten months

earlier.) But who would not have been delighted by all of

this beauty二and enthusiasm?

I was §OmeWhat less血an enthralled next moming when I

Picked up my newspapers. An obviously govemment-
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inspired editorial in the施nila C伽o壷lb stated that lthe

arrival of Prince Norodom Sihanouk should end in Cam-

bodia signing with S EATO ’and that ` careful preparations

for the visit ofSihanouk are part ofa campaign to push the

neutral state into the East-West fight ’.

The disagreeable thought crossed my mind that the flow"

ers, the music - eVen the創m stars - Were Part Ofa charming

but insidious psychoIogical pIoy ; an eXtenSion) by much more

pleasant means) Ofthe political pressures the Dulles brothers
and McClintock had been using on me and my parents.
In my first speech before the Philippines parliament I

丘rmly defended Cambodia’s neutral position) Without

attacking S EATO? and received an ovation. Some senators

and deputies even got up and said that P皿ippine policies

should be re-eXamined in the light ofnon-alignment.

Prior to the speech I had accepted an invitation by a

Senator Manglapus, With whom I had become friendly

during血e Bandung Corference’tO SPend the evening at his

home. Like myself; he was a musician・ The party was in-

tended to be a celebration ofthe fact that he had been partly

instrumental in bringing me to the Philippines) Where he was

sure that I was to o餓cially accept the SEATO `umbre11a)・

We spent rather a glum evening together !
My next engagement was to be a visit to the Philippine
army headquarters at Camp Murphy, Where there was to be

a ceremonial welcoming parade) and I was to make another

speech. Something quiここextraordinary happened before I

went there. I had rendered a favour to a certain Franeois

Baroukh, a ・businessman, of Lebanese orlgm - Or SO he

said - Who had passed several months in Phnom Penh. The

authorities pointed out to me that he seemed interested in all

sorts of curious血ings in addition to commercial affairs. Mr

Baroukh had asked me if he could take advantage of my

voyage to the Philippines to travel in the same plane’aS he

had business there also. In fact, he said, he had ori凄nally

COme tO Cambodia from the Philippines.

To my great surprise he came to see me in Manda’and

asked me to make a speech at Camp Murphy which would
`so龍n, the toughness of my spcech to parliament. He
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explained that the tone ofmy discourse had put him? as a

friend of the Philippine govemment’in a very di億cult

Situation and begged me ` as a personal gesture’to smooth

matters over. With血e aid of cIose contacts in govemment

Circles, he had drafted a version which he knew would be

acceptable. There it was - Written out by hand on the

Stationery of the Manila Hotel! (Later, members of my
Suite informed me that thcy had witnessed a secretary ofthe

US Embassy in Manila dictating `my, Camp Murphy
SPeech to Mr Francois Baroukh in the bar ofthe hotel.)

I at first accepted his text’thinking perhaps I could use it

as a convenient outline. Butwhen I readit, I saw that he had

me saying almost the opposite ofwhat I had told血e parlia-

ment. I had not come to the Philippines with血e intention of

Oifending my hosts; neither had I come to barter away血e

Very foundations of Cambodia,s foreign policy. I sat up that

night preparmg a neW teXt? Which I took血e precaution of

distributing at血e Press Club in order to forestall any

attempts to `plant,血e Baroukh version. I made a photo-

COPy Of the embassy o飴cial,s handiwork - also as a pre-

Caution. Mr Baroukh had me saying血at :

I am sure that the preparatious undertaken by the Philippines

govemment in cooperation with other free countries czga読高com-

棚,融特融窃oγ鋤bz,鮒めwill bene丘t all froe peopIe in South

Asia. The Cambodian people’Which only recently had to defend

itself優a壷J c脇mu寂懲榔読considers wi血interest and sympathy

measures taken by President Magysaysay and those of other frce

natiom to prevent c"批判リCOmm鋤iJt aめame in this part of the world.

All the sacrifices and sufferings ofthe Asian people) because of their

love for independence’Wi11 be in vain硯a∫ ZOe CO舞γaね,0 4γe∫e朋

O“γ捗り. ‥ It is urgent that ‘UC垂加d A∫ia agaiust all foms of

COnqueSt Or neW COIonialism.

I have itaIicized phrases which were drawn from the tiresome

StOCk terminology of血e bro血ers Dulles’and McClintock.

My amended text, doubtless to the constemation of血e US

Embassy) StreSSed :

Although we camot take part in any military blocs because of

血e agreements we froe]y signed at Geneva) Our Khmer army is at

78

one with瓜e forccs of countries’SuCh as血e Philippines) Whose only

ambition is to defend the ideak ofpeace, justice, and democracy ‥ ・

I express the wish that a better understanding desired by all peoples

will’One day’enable countries exhausted by the recent war to

reduce their crippling military expenditures and to maintain’

despite ideological di蹄rences’COrreCt relations with all other

powers on the basis of non-interference in each other?s affairs’the

only solid basis for lasting peace.

This obviously smacked too much of peaceful coexistence

to please the USA) but it was not to make propaganda for

SEATO that I had been invited to the Philippines. I saw

nothing more ofMr Barou址after I had distributed血e text

ofmy speech to the press. The visit to Camp Murphy was

cancelled - there was no ceremonial parade. The P肋l細im∫

Herald commented that by my declaration I had 〔thrown

cold water on血e hopes of the Philippines goverrment to

bring Cambodia into SEATO’. I later discovered血at

Baroukh was a C IA agent, and that血e Philippines govem-

ment was merely acting as spokesman for US policies. I

would eI事vy no more music, flowers, Or glamorous TV stars !

President Magysaysay invited me to a farewell dimer to

which he had also asked the director ofthe National Library・

After the meal was over, he asked血e director to produce a

famous historical document w址ch showed that during the

seventeenth century, When an ancestor ofmine was about to

Iose his throne, he was saved by Filipino mercenary troops.
`You see; said Magysaysay言we did not remain neutral

when your throne was imperilled・ We will soon all be in

denger of Chinese aggression - but you want to remain

neutral. ,
・ Mr President,’I replied, `ifever the day comes that your

independence is threatened, We Wi11 not remain neutral. The

Cambodian people’the Cambodian govemment, and I’

persoIla11y, WOuld not remain neutral. We will repay our
debt ifyou become the victim of aggression, and this applies

also to communist aggression・, I do not know whether血e

Prcsident was happy with my reply. He died in a plane crash

a few months later, and my people) tO Whom I had related in

detail what had happened in Man且a? SaW the hand offate in
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his death. Afier the f議1ure of血e ` Manila Mission ,’Baroukh

WaS reCalled by the C I A. Later I heard that he too was dead.

I was soon obliged to reveal in a communiqu6 what I

COuld only regard as a pIot against our neutrality.John Foster

Dulles had taken exception to some articles and radio

COmmentaries written outside Cambodia by ajoumalist who

had visited our country and had described some of the

PreSSureS eXerted by the U S on Cambodia to accept S E ATO
(protection)・ Dulles had taken the dipIomatically unusual

COurSe - SOmething which I could not overlook - Ofsending a

letter ofprotest to the Cambodian foreign ministry’Claiming

血at the o蹄ndingjoumalist had made intolerable

allcgations according to which the U S tried to force Cambodia to

join the SEATO pact by threatening to withdraw US economic
aid … I regret that these allegations have been made) aS they are

COmPletely false and couId damage the friendly relatious existing

between our two states. I am certain this letter will end these false

allegatious regarding our policy which’I repeat’has no aim other

than to help free nations preserve their liberty and independence・

He included some phrases from a communiqu6 issued folIow-

ing a visit by Ambassador McClintock to the King and

Cbleen, Wherein it was stated that the USA had ・never

made any o範cial observations conceming Cambodian

neutrality ).

My riposte was a communiqu6 which contained the
details of血e Manila jncident’Photo-COPies of the Baroukh

text’COPies ofmy amcnded speech (never delivered), and a

Preface which stated‥ ` It is a fact that o範cially and publicly

血e US has never made observations about Cambodian

neutrality. However’Private American ``advice,, and un-

O範cialくくcriticism,, have not been lacking・・ As血e Dulles

bI`others had been血e most active in their pointed observa-

tions conceming our neutrality, John Foster would have no

PrOblem in comprehending my meanmg・

Mydeparturcfrom Manila was inmarkedcontrastto my
arrival・ The US Ambassador was absent from the frigid

airport leavctaking ceremony・ The sight of a nation which

had紳Ien so completely under the domination of a foreign

POWer Streng血ened me in my vow to defend Cambodian
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independence to血e end. At血e time? I could not guess the

terrible cost in maintaining such a stand. Even had I known)

however, I do not血ink I could have acted o血erwise.

Public discIosure of the scandalous events in Manila had

their consequences. Vice-President Garcia complained

rather picturesquely that I had not even shown `gut grati-

tude, for I had eaten Philippine food, then had `bitten血e

hand that fed me’!

In an ironic tum offortune’s wheel, in early I964 - eight

ycars afier the events described - the then President of the

Philippines, Macapagal’aSked whe血er’in view of my good

relations with President Soekamo of Indonesia, I could not

play some role in easing tensions between Indonesia) Malay-
sia, and the Philippines. It was the time of Soekamo?s
` confrontation policy , with Malaysia. The Philippines also

had territorial claims on Malaysia. I invited Tengku Abdul

Rahman ofMalaysia and President Macapagal to Cambodia.

First ofall we met at Angkor -血e calm ofwhich I always

found useful for cooling tempers喜1ater in Phnom Penh)

where I arranged a tremendous reception for the President

of the Philippines - a hundred血ousand people lining血e

streets fi.om the airport. The next step was for me to visit

Kuala Lumpur, Djakarta, and Manila・ No welcoming

crowds at the Manila airport - just President Macapagal
and his wifご, bravely clapping as I stepped down血e gang-

way. He had arranged for schooIchildren to line血e streets

w王lh Cambodian flags. But? Seemingly unbeknown to血e

Prcsidcnt, National Assembly deputies had sent out trucks to

Pick up the children: `Go home!, they were told. `Don,t
wave those Cambodian flags!’So I was met with banners

reading: ` Sihanouk Slandered Us in I956,言Sabotage His

Visit,, ` Sihanouk - Enemy OfThe Philippine People!’We

drove through empty streets. It was one ofthe worst moments

Ofmy life - WOrSe eVen血an being deposed) because血en I

knew that even in exile I had my people wi血me and血atwe

WOuld fight back and win. But to be humiliated in this way

in a so-Called friendship visit was galling in血e extreme, and

furlher embittered me toward the U S and its satellites.

After血e fiasco ofthe I956 Manila visit’I went to Peking
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to renew with Premier Chou En Lai a friendship血at had

begun a year earlier at the Bandung Conference. What a
di紐rence in the dignity and bearing of a country which

StOOd on its own feet ! In China, although I was a prince and a

Buddhist, and Chou En Lai a communist revolutionary, and

despite血e enormous disparity in血e size of our countries, I

WaS treated as an equal. There was a total absence ofpress-

ures of any sort, and a genuine interest in Cambodia’s

PrObl ems.
In travelling around the country) I noted that China)s

agricultural implements, and many of her cousumer goods,

Were better suited to the needs of Cambodians than many

Westem products. I quickly acquired the conviction that here
WaS a POWerful friend who would stand by us through thick

and血in; One Who was threatened by the same forces that

threatened us’and thus fully understood and sympathized

wi血our problems. My visit to Peking lasted from I3 tO 2I

February, and the concrete result was the signing ofa Sino-

Cambodian Declaration of Friendship, Which rea臆med

Cambodian neutrality) and our mutual agreement for

basing relations on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexist-

ence adopted at Bandung.

As a result ofthis visit, On my retum tO Phnom Penh, I

becane the sul加ct of attacks by the press of two satellites

even more completeIy under the US heel than the Philip-

Pines: South Vietnam and Thailand・ I was accused ofpre-

Paring the way for a Chinese invasion of these two countries

by permitting ` outflanking manoeuvres , through Cambod-

ian territony. If South Vietnam and Thailand had to take

defeusive measures ’then only Sihanouk would be to blame !

Ambassador McClintock echoed the same arguments and
threats. Across the border, in Bangkok, the CIA was

StrOngIy entrenched, agentS having been insta11ed there by

William Donovan) US Ambassador to Bangkok until I954’

and former director of the O能ce of Strategic Services, the

forerumer ofthe C IA. Donovan,s successor in Bangkok was

none other than John F. Peurifoy, anOther CIA operative

Who, eight months previous to the Manila incident, had
masterminded the coup in Guatemala which overthrew

82

the Arbenz govemment because it had dared defy血e U SA.

Hardly a good omen for me, COnSidering the propaganda

Calling for my over血row which poured out of Thailand!

Almost immediately after my retum from Manila, Thailand
and South Vietnam clamped an economic blockade on

Cambodia. This was serious, for our communications wi血

the outside world passed ei血er along血e Mekong River

through South Vietnam or by railway血rough Thailand.

To buttress血e effects of血e economic blockade, there

Were daily military provocations. Deep intrusions were made

into our air space by planes based in South Vietnam and

Thailand, and CIA-financed irregulars began to make

commando raids into the frontier areas. These were more

thanjust threats. They lookedmore and more量ike preliminary

SOftening-uP PrObes for a Guatemala-tyPe COuP.

In order to be independent of our two hostile neighbours

in maintaining contact wi心血e outside world, We had asked

US aid in building a road or railway to a deep-Water POrt

Which血e French had promised to build for us at Kompong

Som (1ater Sihanoukville) on血e Gulf of Siam. Washington

had promised to build us a road) PrOClaiming血at a railway

WOuld not be economically viable. But after my defiant stand

at Manila, it was clear血at血e road would not be built

unless I became more ` cooperative ,. Why build a road along
Which Cambodian rubber would be shipped to Red China?

This was one of血e uno航cial argunents used.

In April I955, the SEATO members, meeting in Bang“

kok, had decided to place our country, along wi血Laos and

Sou血Vietnam, under血eir ` protection ’- wi血out cons山t-

ing Cambodia or, aS fir as I know, Laos or Sou血Vietnam.

Cambodia wanted no such ` protection ’. We all understood

Only too well what it would entail, and I told Ambassador

McClintock this. The question was whe血er or not we would

bc ` protected, against our will"n March I956’I received

two visiting joumalists, Yuri Grishchenko of the Soviet

Union and Wilfred Burchett ofAustralia. I explained to them
that the U S) aS a PrOfessed democratic country) Should accept

my position. As Prime Minister? I was bound to interpret血e

Will of心e people and血e people wanted to remain indepen"
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dent and not to be pushcd around by everybody. At our

National Congresses, I had asked those who thought we

should accept SEATO to raise their hands. Not a hand was

raised. I asked those who thought we should refrain from

being invoIved in military pacts to put up their hands. Every

hand was lifted. Grishchenko was from PγaZ/da. I assured him

that Cambodia would be glad to establish dipIomatic

relations with the Soviet Union. At the time, the only non-

S EATO countries represented in Phnom Penh were Japan

and India so I felt that representation from the socialist camp

would be normal and useful, eSPeCially in view ofmounting

military pressures from the United States.

In March I956, I resigned as Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister. Thus I was released from the odious, almost daily
visits of Ambassador McClintock, an arrOgant and mOSt

offensive person. I also wanted to have my hands free in

Order to fight better・ Just a year earlier I had abdicated the

throne for similar reasons. Then it was because of intemal

dissensious ; this time it was to face up to extemal perils.

Shortly after resigning, I justi丘ed my action at a press

conference held at Kampot on the southem coast. `I

realize’, I said言that my resignation will be considered a

moral victory by the Americans, and I hope they will now be

Satisfied. They, Who have so often promised to defend the

重iberties ofsmall countries, havejust shown their real face in

Cambodia. It is not edifying. Let our compatriots rest

assured ofonc thing, however: We Will not permit anyone to

trample on our neutrality or on our sovereignty. We will not
retreat a single step. We have victoriously rebuffed threats

Ofthis sort before - We Shall do so again.’I was, Ofcourse,

referring to the continuing military intrusions and open

血reats of ` defensive measures ’by South Vietnam and Thai-

1and, With scarcely veiled support from the US. I decided

to take my case to the people and) at the Kampot prcss

COnference, I announced the date - 2I April I956 - Of the

Third National Congress ofthe Sangkum.

During the weeks preceding that Congress, PreSSureS Were

StePPed up almost to flashpoint. Thai troops invaded our

territory and seized the historic Ankorian temple of Preah
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Vmear. The frontiers with Thailand and South Vietnam

remained cIosed.

The agenda for血e National Congress was to include

` Cambodia’s attitude towards foreign powers in relation to

the attitude of these foreign powers towards our country’,

and the question of( Foreign aid granted or proposed to our

country,・ Announcement of the agenda caused a租urry in

dipIomatic circles. Washington in particular understood that

I meant business. Not only was I determined to reject any

fom of cooperation with SEATO, but I planned to end

once and for all the monopoly ofU S influence in our country.

I would tum to血e socialist world for help. The Third

National Congress was shaping up as an historical tuming

point in Cambodia,s relations wi心血e outside world・ Wash・

ington would have to eat血e bitter fruits oftrying to push a

small country too brutally in a direction which it did not

want to take.

What could have been a pro-Westem neutrality would be

a purer form of neutrality as between East and West. My
trip to China; my discussions wi血Chou En Lai and Mao

Tse-tung in Peking; my eXPerience at the Bandung Confer-

ence - nOt tO mention the Manila visit - all combined to

point the way to the future. The Chinese were already
mqulrmg aS tO What foms of economic aid from them would

be suitable. Contact had been made with the Soviet Union.

Just when economic and military pressures were reaching
their climax, On the eve of血e Congress) McClintock made it

known that he had an important message・ But by that time,

neither the new Prime Minister) Khim Tit) nOr any Other

minister, WOuld receive him. He was informed血at if there

Were any COmmunications to be made,血ey should be sent

through the Indian Charg6 d’Affaires, Mr Mitra. But per-

sonal relations were so bad between McClintock and Mitra -
a strong supporter ofmy anti-S EAT O line - that communi-

Cations between the US Embassy and the Indian Legation

had to pass through血e Australian Legation. This was the

SOrt of situation created by that infamous non-dipIomat)

Robert McClintock ! Through this roundabout channel) an
appointment was made for血e US Ambassador to see the
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King and Cb⊥een and thus deliver the urgent message from

the State Department.

The message was to announce an American dipIomatic

retreat. Economic aid would be continued ; the famous road

to Sihanoukville would be built, and the State Department

gave its assurances that U S aid would contain ` no conditions

Pr匂udicial to Cambodia’s neutrality and independence’.

Before long we were to appreciate the real meaning of this

Phrase ! My father and mother were perfectly aware ofwhat
had been gomg On) and) in addition) had personally suffered

from the humiliating discourtesies ofMcClintock. The dipIo-

matic corps in Phnom Penh well understood the background

to the passage of the communiqu6 following the visit which

stated:

As was thus recognized jointly between their Majesties and

Ambassador McClintack, their Majesties and the Ambassador have

rea鯖rmed once more the principle that the foreign policy of

Cambodia can be fixed only by the Royal Govemment itself; in

accordance with its sovereignty and free from any foreign influence.

The only aim of American policy to Cambodia is to help her

Streng血en and defend her independence.

(It was this communique thatJohn Foster Dulles later quoted
in attempting to refute the allegations of economic black-

mail・)

My strategy ofbringing血ings out into the open before the

eyes of the people had succeeded・ For the blustering Mc-

Clintock to have toncd down his languagc to normal dipIo-

matic prose was a measure ofthe defeat he had su餓汀ed. No

COuntry COuld have been worse served by an ambassador than

was the U S by McClintock.
In keeping with Washington’s sudden z’Olte二加e, its two

satellites followed suit. Two days before the National Con・

gress opened) Thailand and South Vietnam opened their
frontiers. Thus the economic blockadc cndcd. ThaiIand

stated it was ready to submit血e question of the Preah

Vihear temple to intemational arbitration・ While I welcomed

these moves, they represented more proof of the total sub-

servience of血ese two countries to U S policies. The "lte二加e

came too late and was too transparent to affect the mood of
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血e Congress delegates) however. On血e opening day) an

incident occurred which was like a punctuation mark to

every血ing I was about to reveal.

In瓜ose days the National Congress was held in a courtyard

of the Royal Palace. It had always been a coIourful a鯖証r.

The diplomats) in white) ga血ered on the tribune. As Presi-

dent of血e Sangkum) I delivered the main report’and then

answered血e delegates’questions. The delegates) and a

public drawn from all walks of life, ga血ered in open-air

pavilions decorated wi血the national coIours and with green

branches. Behind me on the tribune was ranged血e whole

cabinet, and ministers had to be be ready to reply to any

questions or criticisms conceming their functions.

On血is occasion, 2I April I956, aS I went up to血e micro-

phone to make my open重ng rePOrtタAmbassador McClintock

stood up and, making a curt gesture with his head to the rest

of the diplomatic corps to follow him) StrOde off the tribune'

toge血er with other members of the US Embassy. As dean

of the diplomatic corps) he obviously expected血e o血ers to

follow. Some did halfrise from血eir seats, but the French

High Commissioner) Pierre Gorce) Who outranked Mc-
Clintock, remained stoli(皿y in his chair, and血e rest followed

his examp量e. This public display ofbad mamers’in front of

our goverrment and of delegates from every comer of the

country) had血e opposite effect to血at intended by Mc-

Clintock. Whether it was because of血isj鋤4a∫ - Pe血aps

too blatant, eVen for the US State Department - I do not

know, but he was withdrawn soon afterwards.

In my report to血e Congress I dealt wi心血e harm caused

by血e blockade of our frontiers to our modest initial two-

year economic plan. I also spoke of血e possibilities of

economic aid from China,血e Soviet Union and o血er

SOCialist states. I mentioned血e very recent a協mte with血e

US and our two neighbours, and the moves towards estab-

1ishing formal dipIomatic ties wi血the Soviet Union, Poland

and, later on, Wi血o血er socialist states. I described the

attempt to force Cambodia to accept S EATO 〔 protection?9

and how and why I had resisted血ese pressures in Manila

and elsewhere. To one ofthe first questions, `How real and
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SOlid is our neutrality?’, I replied: `Did you notjust see血e

American Ambassador stalk offthe platform? ’

After thorough discussion, it was decided without a single

dissenting voice, that Cambodia should remain strictly

neutral, and not get invoIved with SEATO or any other

military blocs. Thc question of establishing dipIomatic

relations with the Soviet Union and Poland was unanim-

OuSly approved. As to accepting economic aid from the

Soviet Union and China, I pointed out that ifwe did this the

US might cut offits aid. I was asked if血e socialist countries

had threatened to refuse aid ifwe continued to receive US

assistance. My answer had to be `No’. But I did not try to

influence血e decision and care珊Iy restricted myself to

giving factual answers. Opinions were voiced that) if we
Offended the USA by accepting aid fi-Om the socialist

countries and血us US aid was cut o鰹; we would wind up by

accepting assistance only from the socia工ist countries - and

血us lose our neutrality ! But in the end delegates voted with-

Out dissent to accept aid from the socialist world - aS Iong as

血e aid was unconditional - and the USA could do as it

Pleas ed.

Next moming, One Of the Phnom Penh papers described

血e result as a (slight slide to the left’- and this was correct.

Be請er said, it was a push to the left by the USA and its two

satellites. Their bullying tactics had contributed to my own

education and to that of the entire Cambodian people. The

National Congress debates went on for three days and nights’

and were in themselves an important forum of political

education. Anyone who wished to speak could do so - nOt

only to me and to the other delegates) but to血e nation as a

whole’aS eVerything was broadcast live from the tribune.

Delegates, OPPOSition party mcmbers, Only had to identify

themselves’and the tribune was at血eir disposal. It was a

place where everyone with responsibility, including myself;

had to defend his activities and his ideas.

I had hoped that the result of the Congress - the clearly

expressed opiniom ofthe majority ofour people - WOuld give

血e Americans reason to reflect’but they continued in the old

ways. McClintock,s behaviour’Which I thought was due only
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to his warped personality’Symbol主zed p鯖cial US policies

right up to the I 8 March I97O COuP and the outright aggress-

ion six weeks later. After the Congress adjoumed, PreSSureS

on us to accept S EATO or to abandon our neutrality seemed

to ease somewhat. We later discovered that the pressures had

ouly gone underground, and that the CIA had changed its

strategy to concentrating on building up the Khmer Serei

in South Vietnam to prepare for a coup.

Late in I956, I left for a tour of Europe which included

stops in the Soviet Union) Yugoslavia) CzechosIovakia and

Poland - my first visits to the European socialist countries.

After I retumed,血e Fourth National Congress was held (at

血e begiming of I957) - this time with a Soviet Ambassador

and delegates ofa Chinese Economic Mission seated on血e

tribune. McClintock had been replaced by Carl Strom’Who

did not get up and leavewhen I rose to give the openmg rePOrt.

Despite dollar bribes to some of the delegates’the Four血

Congress approved a fomal and pemanent Neutrality Act.

The debate was very long? for there were those who ques-

tioned血e advisability ofwriting it into our constitution. At

one point’When near-unanimity had been reached’I put

the qucstion: (What if the US Congress does not like our
Neutrality Act) and votes to cut off economic aid?, The

reply came from Hou Youn) Ofthe Committee in Defence Of

Neutrality.
` Ifwe are sincere in our neutrality,’he said, ` other powers

should respect this. But ifthe US does not, and stops its aid’

we have powerful friends to whom we can tum for help.)

IIou Youn,s words were hcartily applauded) and it was

unanimously decreed that the National Assembly draft a law

which would include the following points :

I. Cambodia is a neutral country.

2. Cambodia abstains from military or ideoIogical alliances

with other countries.

3. Cambodia will not commit aggression against o血er

countries’but in case shc is the victim ofaggression) She

reserves the right :

Firstly, tO take up arms in selfdefchce.

Secondly’tO aPPeal to the United Nations for help.
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Thir皿y’tO aPPeal for aid to a鮎endly power capable of

CruShing血e aggressor.

This act was later incorporated into our constitution. The

United States never respected our decision, and worked

day and night to render it meaningless - With results which

血e world now knows. But血e Fourth National Congress was

ano血er milestone in Cambodia’s development, and血e

Neutrality Act will foI‘m a comerstoIle Of our foreign policy

after victory.

α匂わγ 6

脇at j}.わe Dollar Aid?

In I956, just after I resigrled as Premier and Foreign Min義・

ter, and血us no Ionger encountered o鯖cially the oせiection-

able Ambassador McClintock, I accompanied血e QJ⊥een

Mo瓜er to a new matemity clinic, fitted out with recently

aFTived Ameri can material. To my coustemation, Mc Clintock

tumed up to o能ciate at血e handing-OVer CeremOny. Oozing

Wi心血e selfisatisfaction of a sacialite patron of the charities

handing out gifts to血e poor, McClintock strutted about,

remarking on血e excellent quality of血e equipment・ At one

POint, he tumed to me in front ofthe assembled dipIomats

and said: `Ah, Prince Sihanouk. ‥ this should particu・

lar賞y interest you - aS a great One-man manufacturer of

babies! ,l

I replied: `No, Mr Ambassador. There will be no more

babies. Those血at might have come have smelled血e bad

Odour of equipment from US imperialism. They prefer to

remain where they are for ever rather血an to be bom under

SuCh conditions. They don’t like血e odour.’The dipIomats

tittered; McClintock reddened and removed址mself to the

far side of血e Qlleen Mo血er. This was the last such gaffe he

ever made in my presence.

This is a trifling anecdote, but it illustrates血e endless

Series ofa徹onts to our national pride entailed by the accept-

ancc of gifts fi.om the U SA. For they obviously expected us

to forget our dignity) SWallow血eir clunsy insults and grovel

with gratitude. Paradoxica11y) the genius of American

I・ In keeping with the tradition of the Cambodian royal family’

Sihanouk had half a dozen wives - his grandfather had had sixty - and

th主rteen children (editor’s note).
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dipIomats for verbally treading on our toes, though some-

times血e most hurtful, WaS血e least harmful oftheir traits.

What I soon discovered was血at in accepting their `aid’,

We Were infecting ourselves wi血a virus which poisoned血e

national bloodstream. I tried to resist their `dollar diplom-

acy?) but it was like an insidious) Paralysis-tyPe illness - and

by the time the symptoms appeared it was too late to do much

about it. Even after I cut off aid altoge血er, the poison con-

tinued its work. Top level ` dollar addicts ’in our govemment

Were PrePared to commit treason and maybe to undermine

my §tOP-gaP meaSureS’in order to get血e dollars flowing in

aga重n・

Wi血hindsight, it is now clear that dollar `aid’was used

to purchase treachery. The modest twenty-five million dollars

Cambodia received annually during a decade to patch up a

War-Shattered and coIonialist-Plundered economy, and, aS I

naively血ought) tO improve the lives of my compatriots}

Suddenly spira11ed up to about 4OO million annually when it

became a question ofmassacring them.

Hire Asian traitors to鮒I Asian patriots : that is the essence

Ofthe Nixon doctrine, in the name ofwhich Cambodia has

been laid waste. IfAmerican taxpayers cou]d see the use to

Which their money has been put in my country, they would

be revolted.

Why did I accept dollar `aid) in the丘rst place? By the

time the I 954 Geneva Conference put an end to the shooting

War in Indo-China) the U S was footing eighty per cent ofthe

bi11血ough credits made available directly to Paris. France

allotted a portion of血is money to pay血e Cambodian amy　}

and administration) aS Well as the costs ofwaging war there.

With the granting ofindependence - and, later, the end of
the war - the Americans halted the payments to France’and

PrOPOSed making them directly to Cambodia. The French
Objected, but were in no position to dispute the matter. The

first U S overtures to us were based on血e theme ofexpanding

and modemizing our amy in order to play our appointed

role in the defchce of the `fi.ee world’. John Foster Du11es

POrtrayed to us血e spectre ofimminent ( communist aggress-

ion?9 and demonstrated血e need for a strong army - for
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Which血e US would be prepared to pay - and offered

financial help in o血er fields.

We had to have an army) but we were more interested in

repairing the war-damaged infrastructures’building up

independent communications wi血the outside world, re-

Palrmg rOads and bridges and, in general) doing something

to give our long-Su餓正ng people some of the necessities of

life. We wanted especially to improve education and health

facilities. So I gratefully agreed to accept丘nancial aid. But it

PrOVed a source ofcorruption from the begiming.
Apart from the purely military side, dollar aid was used

largely to finance consumer-gOOds imports. The importers

Paid riels into a `counterpart fund’at the o航cial rate of

thirty-five rieIs to the dollar, and the adrnihistration could

then withdraw these riels from the ` counterpart fund ’to pay

the army and finance economic pr句ects. This soon devel-

OPed into a frantic scramble by importers to get their hands

On the largest possible share of dollar loot for ends which

had nothing to do with the economic development of the

COuntry. At the top level, it was the Americans who decided

Who got how much ! Dollar allocations were often in propor-

tion to the degree of political cooperation of the recipients・

Such cooperation) aS time went on) meant the undermining

Ofour Cambodian concepts ofneutrality and independence.

There was a premiun on corruption for those who handed

Out the import licences, and the dollar a11ocatious which

Went With them. There was a premium on corruption for

CuStOmS inspectors who cIosed血eir eyes to the fact that血e

goods actually imported often bore no relation to the in"

VOices for which dollar allocations had been made. We later
found that a high proportion of these dollars were salted

away in Hong Kong banks? and the goods for which they

had been allocated were either never imported, Or Were

imported in miniscule quantities compared to the dollars

granted・ A whole new breed of ` importers ’sprang up) getting

dollars for badly nceded imports at the o航cial rate? Selling

them offon the black market again at two or more times that

rate, reinvesting the proceeds in more dollars at血e official

rate, and so on adi所ni初m.
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Those who fattened on this system were血e loudest in

praise ofUS `aid,・ As Americans sat in on血e organs血at

controlled both the `allotting’and the `counterpart fund,タ

血ey were invoIved in the corruption from the start・ As a

means of penetrating血e economy and血e politics of血e

country) One American cynic was heard to boast血at

血e ` counterpart fund, was the `greatest invention since the

wheel ’! Fund administrators consciously developed a sort of

compradore class with a vested interest in pushing US

policies; a Class which had no interest in building up our
economy・ Tra鯖cking would come to an end if we started

producing) from our own factories’血e goods血ey were

supposed to be importing. These new compradores were

against my policies’and血ey sabotaged血em. Their cham"

Pion from血e beginning was Sirik Matak.

The rightists sneered, many Of血e leftists sco鱒ed, When I

SPOke of `Buddhist Socialism,, and when I stressed血e term

( socialist? in血e Sangkum,血e Popular Socialist Community.

But I knew’and I repeated many times in those first postwar

years) that there could be no political independence without

economic and financial independence. We had no industrial
or manufacturing class to speak of; so I favoured setting up a

certain nunber of state-OWned industries, While helping to

develop artisan-tyPe Small industries in血e private sector.

I had amounced plans to set up, Wi血Chinese help’Plants

to produce cement’teXtiles’PaPer) Plywood) agricultural

implements and o血er goods. We had no capitalists with the

money or血e will to develop such prQjects. Ifwe were to have

such factories at all血ey had to be built and run by the state.

Not to have血em was to condemn血e country to perpetual

underdevelopment or non-development) and to living off

American handouts. C皿nese aid was completely free) Wi血-

out conditions’and aimed specifica11y at developing血e

economy. There was no血ing patcmalistic or charitable in

血e spirit with which it was given.

In a report to血e Third Sangkum cabinet in February

I956, I mademyposition clear when I said we did not want a
`capitalism, Which in our country is one of血e mator

obstacles to social progress. Our capitalists’? I said, `are
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only interested in enriching血emselves and shame重essly ex-

PIoiting血eir empIoyees and the country’s resources wi血out

giving血e least retum either to血e state or to the empIoyees.’

The scramble for bigger shares ofdollar aid had no血ing in

COmmOn either with national dignity or Buddhist concepts.

The US would not make dollars available to state-OWned

industries, nOr for any血ing connected with servicing them.

And there was soon developed a vested interest among血e

COmPradores agaiust industrial development・ They used

their do11ar eammgS mOreOVer tO buy supporters in血e

National Assembly, and to set up powerful lobbies there

against our economic policies. Needless to say, these individ-

uals later on were amongst the ringleaders of the Lon Nol-

Sirik Matak regime.

Utilization of aid from China was sabotaged, because the

factories China was prepared to build would have produced

just those goods that the compradores were making fortunes

in pretending to import. It suited US economic and, above

all, POlitical interests, tO keep Chinese and Soviet aid out・ In

this the interests ofthe US and the compradores were iden-

tical - but for the latter this represented treachery. US

economic `aid’was designed to血rust our economy irre-

versibly into the so-Called liberal system which, aS One COuld

see in Thailand and South Vietnam, Only accentuated

social irjustice and in no way corresponded to the needs of

an underdeveloped country - nOt tO mention the disastrous

political e任edts in terms of lost iIldependeIICe.

Within a couple ofyears’and exclusively through manipu-

工ations ofdo11ar ` aid ’, the U S had created a powerful intemal

lobby in our country’a POlitical触h column working to

scrap neutrality and place Cambodia under血e SEATO

umbrella. If this came to pass, the dollar rewards would be

boundless. The sky was the limit・ True - eXCePt that fr‘Om the

sky rained down tens ofしhOuSands oftons of bombs from B 52S)

bringing death and destruction・ But there was a boundless

now of dollars!

It was impossible for me to kcep track ofall that was going

on in the economic sphere, and there were groups who made

it their business to keep me from knowing. But in December

95



重956) a Cabinet crisis occurred - OSte鵬ibly over failure to

PrOSeCute COrruPtion, but in fact because of measures taken
to halt currency-SWindling and black-marketeering. This

WaS the first open political move by血e compradores who

included former cabinet ministers and heads of government

departments・ The govemment fell despite my efforts to save

it・ I had evidence血at the US Embassy and the wea皿ier

Of the compradores had bought up enough deputies in血e

National Assembly to override my recommendations.

When the cabinet fell) there were strong mmours of an

impending coup’but it appears the Americans had not yet

found a strong man capable ofpulling it o組My reply to血e

new crisis was to convoke the Fourth National Congress of

血e Sangkum’aS described in the previous chapter. But it

WaS nOt Only血e Neutrality Act that was to be discussed.

Above all it was血e question ofde丘ning the role and rela-

tions ofthe National Congress諒-a-毒血e National Assembly.

I was worried about the implications of the buying up of

National Assembly deputies - the immediate cause of the

Crisis. But, eVen if a matority of the ninety-One deputies in

the Assembly could be bought up’it would be impossibIe to

do血e same with血e thousands ofgrassroot delegates to the

National Congress) nOt Only because of血eir numbers, but

because oftheir high morality.

In my openmg rePOrt, looking血e newly arrived US

Ambassador) Carl Strom’Squarely in血e eyes, I referred to

the fact血at) aCCOrding to information from our police’〔an

insurrection financed from abroad is now being prepared ,. I

SPOke of `politicians and ambitious individuals grouped

toge血er in clans, ready to tear each o血er apart to seize

POWer in the interests of a foreign state’. The foreigner, I

Wamed’does not give some血ing for nothing, eSPeCially

When his bounty is directed towards individuals whose

ambitions have made them tum their backs on the higher

interests of血e nation. `It is clear; I said, `that myself or

血e Sangkum are the constant targets ofone or another of

these forces, because血ey will never forgive us for having

PraCtised policies wi血a courage and an energy dispropor-

donate to our size as a nation.’Reading血at speech sixteen
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years later) it does not seem an inapt description of what

happened from I 8 March I 97O OnWards !

Referring to the various gifts o節ered to Cambodia during

my travels in the socialist countries - including a 5OO-bed’

completely-equipped and staffed hospital from血e Soviet

Union, and specific promises of economic aid from ahina’

Poland, and CzechosIovakia - I pointed out血at血e accept-

ance ofthese gifts was being sabotaged by intemal and exter-

nal enemies opposed to our independent development・

During the discussion? there were barbed references to

various personalities wi血in血e National Assembly and the

Sangkum who had been bought up with foreign money. At

血at point I dropped a bombshell: I proposed that血e

National Congress should become the nation’s supreme

policy-making body. Its decisions should be binding on the

National Assembly. This would block any possibility of a

m勾ority of Assembly delegates being bought up to block or

reverse fundamental national policies. The National Con-

gress would continue to meet twice a year to define mヰior

policies. The roleof血e National Assembly would be to

discuss, ratify, and implement decisions of血e Congress. It

was a bold, far-reaChing move) Which would temporarily

block efforts to subvert the National Assembly - and血us

national policies - Wi血dollar bribes. My enemies had

brought about血e downfa11 of the govemment on血e pre・

text of `lack of democracy,. I threw democracy back at

them in a much purer form’and they were dumbfounded. I

血ink I gained many years oflife - SPeCifically thirteen years -

for Cambodiarl PeaCe and neutrality by that one move.

Only thus can the wiu of the people really be imposed. The

opinion ofour peasants and working people is a very precious thing

to us. The voice ofthe people must be heard, and it is through the

National Congress that it can be most e紐ective. It is not enough for

National Assembly deputies and ministers to meet the people only

every four years when they want to get themselves re-elected・ They

should come here and give an account of thcir activities every six

months. They should answer people,s questions; listen to their

advice; explain their own activities.

My opponents wereso taken abackthatno onedaredtostep
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to the microphone. To oppose this wider fom ofdemocratic

decision・making’in the ancient Greek pattem ofdemacracy)

WOuld have been to identify themselves with the bribe-

takers and corrupters. So血e guilty were tongue-tied and

found no advooates. The Pracheachon (PeopIe,s or Com-

mun義t) Party immediately supported my proposal, aS I

knew was certain they wouId) for血ey had once proposed

SOmething similar. Delegate after delegate rose to a節rm his

SuPPOrt. With a few minor changes)血e proposal was

accepted with hardIy a dissenting voice. In血e future the

NationaI Congress wou萱d be supreme and indeed it remained

SO until its final session in December I969. After血e I8

March coup㍉t entirely ceased to function.

The National Assembly’s powers were thus severeIy re-

Stricted. Ifit refused to ratify a decision ofCongress, the most

it couId do was ref料i亡back to血e next National Congress

SeSSion, Where the decision taken would be final. In case

delegates ofCongress could not reach agreement on an issue,

血is could be submitted to a nadonwide ref料endum.

My most inveterate adversaries) including those who
Were later to depose me, Sat On the tribune and could do

nothing but hide their fury) Smiles frozen on their faces,

POliteIy applauding with the rest when the measure was
adopted・ I was later accused of manipulating the National

Congress for my own ends. My reply is: In how many
COuntries is such a direct form ofdemocracy permitted? And

What better way could be found to scck a truc expression of

血e peop賞e,s will? Certainly) the size of Cambodia - 1ike

Greece in the past and Switzerland today - facilitated such

direct confrontations between people and legislators. But

Whereas my enemies workcd with their money and their

Subterfuges in the shadows, I brought shafts of sunlight to

focus on the problems ofthe day. I was always prepared to

discuss with the representatives of the people for as Iong as

necessary. I餌Iy rcalized) Of course) that my prestige as

former King’and lcader of the royal crusade for independ-

ence) gaVe me an advantage over my opponents. But had

the cause I was espousing been u可ust, Or COntrary tO the

PeOPle’s interests, I would neither havc wanted - nOr dared -
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to advocate it. Had I spoken for the cause of my opponents)

I丘mly believe血e people would have rejected me.
`Of血e people) for血e people’by the people, - a皿ough

never so precisely fomulated - had been血e motto of my

royal ancestors for centuries in血eir conduct of public

affairs. Perhaps it was for that reason that our monarchy is

one of血e oldest in血e world’and I was血e eighty-four血

King to be crowned.

The dollar o能nsive) PrOtean-1ike) WaS tO aSSume O血er

forms, aS Will be seen in血e following two chapters. But those

who hoped to take over power ` constitutionally, through a

hireling National Assembly had to wait ano血er血irteen

years. Then血ey stmck like cowards) during my absence’

and violated血e popular decision to place the National Con-

gress above血e National Assembly. By血at time) however,

the political consciousness of the Cambodian peop工e had

moved to a much higher level? Partly because of血eir direct

Participation in血e Nationa量Congress debates.

At血at fate細. Four血National Congress) aS a deterrent

to血ose who would make a career out of pocketing US

dollars, a number of corrupt people in high places had to

explain their activities to血e delegates. The result was血at

dossiers were handed over to血e courts for fur血er action. In

my opening report? I said血at we had `arrived at a tuming

point in our history, and that血e welfare of the country

depended henceforth ・ on血e consciousness of血e outstand-

1ng PerSOnalities ofthe elite and on our people as a whole.

May皿s consciousness regain once more its purely

national character’and our country its freedom and peace.)

This was血e case for more than a decade of relative peace

and prosperity. It abruptly came to an end in March

I97O, but valuable time had been gained in forging national

unity.

Looking back) One COuld say we got along we11 enough

When American bounty was limited to about twenty-five

million dollars a year? and better sti11 when we finally re-

nounced all U S military and economic aid for reasons which

I will explain in detail in later chapters. But what did Lon

Nol and his followers do wi心血eir o臆cial, annua1 34I
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million-dollar reward for treachery?l Within the first few
months after the coup’they were using it to destroy what we

had built up during血e previous sixteen years. Univcrsities,

SChooIs, hospitals, factories, darrts, hydro-electric pr。jects,

rubber plantations? Clinics’Playgrounds, SCOreS Of towns’

hundreds of vilユages, tenS Ofthousands ofhomes were bombed

and napalmed off the face of our motherland. No funds for

COnStruCtion; nO limits for destruction - this was the precept

for US `aid, in Cambodia!

There is no better illustration of the depths to which the

do]lar-Seekers sank than血e fact that ` Marshal , Lon Nol and

(General’Sirik Matak tumed their howitzers on Angkor

Wat’the unique and irreplaceable monument to the glories

Ofour past. IrreparabIe damage has been done to it by shells)

fired by Lon Nol,s troops which expIoded in the upper por-

tion ofthe southem gate’but above all by those that landed

in the ground floor gallery) reducing to powder the exquisite

bas-relieffiescoes which portrayed in the fom ofallegory the

址story ofour people. The French, in their coIonial wars of

COnqueSt and reconquest, the Japanese, during the years of

血eir occupation? reSPeCted Angkor Wat. It required rene-

gades ofour own race to commit this atrocity. They will be
CurSed for a thousand and more years. So will those who

COrruPted血em’fattening them wi血dollars. Nothing could

be more symbolic oftheir treachery血an that they dared tum

血eir cannon on the Angkor temples.

President Nixon has explained that the 34I million dollars

SPent amua11y in the o飴cially-aPPrOVed slaughter of Cam-

bodians is `血e best investment in foreign assistance that the

United States has made in my political life,.2 Because ofthe
`success, of the Cambodian operation, ` US casualties have

been cut by two thirds, a hl_mdred thousand Americans have

COme home and more are doing so’.3 In otherwords, LonNol

and Sirik Matak) by allowing Nixon to export the fighting

from South Vietnam to Cambodia - tO Substitute Cambodian

I. I quote the official figure for I97重タbut others言ncluding Senator

Mansfield, have quoted up to one bi11ion do11ars as the total amual sum
for the destruction of Cambodia.

2・As reported by UPI, IO October I97O.

3. In a press statcment? I6 Fcbruary I97I・
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for American and Sou血Vietnamese corpses - have rendered

valuable service, for which 34I million dollars is a reasonable

annual reimbursement !

If this bargain was not sufficiently clear from the start, it

was spelled out by Sirik Matak in an interview wi血Ghristian

Hovelacque of Le Monみpublished on 3 December I97重.

`After all,’asked Hovelacque, `was not the war in Vietnam

exported to Cambodia? ’
` Yes, eXaCtly,’replied Sirik Matak, ` and this is血e real key

to the Indo-China war. We’ve known this from the first day.

If the communists cannot succeed in breaking down our

resistance) they will not be able to succeed in Sou血VietnamJ

faced wi血an army of重)300)OOO men.)

` Our problem is not how to get out ofAsia but the proper

way to stay in Asia; said Marshall Green) US Under-

Secretary ofState for Asian Affairs.1 And he claimed血at血e

Cambodian operation had reduced war costs in Indo-China

from twenty-nine billions to between eleven and fourteen

billions per year. ` We pay血em for killing each other while

we rcduce our own forces,, said Senator George McGovem,2
referring to the extension of血e war in Indo-China and血e

Nixon Doctrine.

Perhaps the essence of血e real dividends of American

`aid, in financing Asians to fight AsiansタIndo-Chinese to

fight Indo-Chinese ’and Cambodians to丘ght Cambodians’

was summed up by Green when he said血at (a reduced

American presence in Sou血-East Asia should not mean a

rcduction in the overseas activities ofour private sector, Or Of

the presence of our commercial and investment interests ,.3

In other words, Indo-China will be safe for U S investments

as Iong as血e Lon NoIs)血e Sirik Mataks and血e Son Ngoc

Thanhs are around.

Because I was not prepared to accept this prostitution ofmy

country’and was prepared to fight anyone who was’I became

the o閏ect of innumerable pIots and assassination attempts’

SOme of which are described in the chapters血at follow.

重・ Reported by AP? 25 Dccember I97O.

2. Reported by UPI, 22 February I97I・

3. As reported by UPI, I3 January I97重・
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InJune I958, I received a shock: Saigon troops had invaded

Our nOr血-eaSt PrOVince of Stung Treng. They had pene-

trated to a depth ofabout nine miles) and showed every sign

Ofstaying indefinitely - they were even putting up new boun-

dary markers. But? although bad enoughブit was not this that

a鉦加ed me the most; it was the revelation血at, because I

WaS reCeiving US mi]itary aid) I was refused the authority

to expel血e invaders. At least, this was how U S Ambassador

Car工Strom explained matters : U S military aid was provided

exclusively for the purpose ofrepelling communist aggrcssors’

and in no case could it be used against America,s SEATO

al重ies.

I started by asking Strom to use his influence to persuade

Ngo Dinh Diem to withdraw his troops. The ambassador,s

reply was血at the United States could not interfere in a dis-

Pute between neighbouring states, both f竜ends of the U SA.

Dispute! Thcrc was no dispute -just a case of flagrant in-

I replied血at he left me no altemative but to alert our

troops for combat. The ambassador’s reaction was worthy of

McClintock at his worst・ US military aid would be sus-

Pended, he said言fa single bullet were丘red in anger at one

OfAmerica’s proteg6s. Not only that, but even the use of a

SingIe U S-SuPPlied truck to transport Cambodian troops for

a military confrontation with a SEATO member would

COnStitute grounds for cance11ing aid・ In vain did I argue

that no communist aggressors threatened us’and that the

Only menace to our frontiers came from Sou血Vietnam and

Thailand・ Strom,s third edict capped the other two. When I
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intimated that I would then have to consider altemative

sources of military aid (meaning China), Strom countered

that U S military assistance was granted only under condi・

tions that precluded recipients from accepting military aid

from any socialist country !

To put it in plain language as I explained in a speech at the

time, We aCCePted aid for one reason : tO defend our territorial

integrity. But, by the terms under which it is granted, We muSt

Sit back with folded arms while our frontiers are violated,

Our territory occupied. And where would it all stop? We
urgently needed to become masters in our own house, at least

as far as national defence was concemed. We had to adopt

POlicics which 〔are more in keeping with logic and reasonl

and the necessities ofsurvival as a race, a nation, and a free

and independent country ’・

In August of血at year, I visited Peking for a second time・

The Saigon troops were still entrenched in our territory. I

had several long talks with Chairman Mao Tse-tung about

血e recent crisis. As a result of血at visit dipIomatic relations

were established between our two nations and Cぬina agreed

to build a number ofindustrial enterprises for us. As was to

be expected) the setting-uP Of dipIomatic relations soon

Stirred the fires ofCIA wrath. This time it assumed a more

COnCrete form than ithad after my I956 visit to C址na.

The man they were grooming to overthrow me) Son Ngoc

Thanh, WaS building up his Khmer Serei bases in Sou血

Victnam and Thailand by that time. A few words are

necessary to explain血e character of血is life-long intriguer.

He is a former gur2‘; a SOrt Ofspiritual adviser to the Demo-

Cratic Party; a One-time puppet Premier and Foreign Minis_
ter under the Japanese occupation forces, Who was con・

demned to death as a traitor by the French. I had interceded

With血e French to have血e death penalty commuted, and

later to have his exile annulled so he could retum to his

homeland・ He has been at my throat ever since! To serve the

CIA was a logical step in his sinister career. They set him up

as leader of the Khmer Serei and took over the financing,

training and aming of the commando bands in bases and

training camps in the South Vietnam and Thai frontier
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regions. By血e end of I957, Son Ngoc Thau血adopted as

deputy leader ofthe Khmer Serei, Sam Sary, a former vice-

Premier, and our ambassador in London until I dismissed

him in I957 because ofa scandalous incident.1

In September I958) about a month afier my retum from

Peking’the SEATO council met in Bangkok. There were

two main items on the agenda. One was a US plan to

extend the scope ofSEATO operations to include Taiwan.

Despite the e餓)rtS OfAdmiral Harry Felt’Who headed US

naval forces in the Paci丘c, this was rQjected. (The `o冊shore

is]ands crisis’was at its height. But after the Korean experi-

ence) America,s European allies were not eager to bum

their fingers again on American chestnuts.) The second item

WaS how to deal with Sihanouk’s `crime’of having estab-

1ished dipIomatic relations with Peking. A m砧ority opinion

did me the honour of deciding that `something, should be

done. It was left to the Thai govemment and its CIA ad-

Visers to decide what. As the experienced pIotter, John

Peurifey) WaS On the spot’Still crowned with the laureIs won

in triumphs of subterfuge in Greece and GuatemaIa’there

WaS littIe doubt that action wouId foIIow.

Three months after the SEATO council meeting) there

WaS a less publicized conspiratoriaI get-tOgether in Bangkok’

PreSided over by FieId-MarshaI Sarit Thanarat’Who had

Seized power as miIitary dictator in traditional Thai fashion.2

暮. Sam Sary had used an embassy servaIlt as his concubine. When she

became pregnant, he beat her and otherwise ill-uSed her to the extent

that she ran out into the street one day and was rescucd by the London

POlice. Sam Sary had the e飯ontery to claim that he was only acting

according to established Cambodian customs. ms subsequent association
With Son Ngoc Thanh was short-1ived. He disappeared mysteriously in

Laos - 1iquidated, it was rumoured by Son Ngoc Thanh’Who never

brooked rivals.

2・ Sarit Thanarat) after ten months abroad, mOStly in血e US for
`health reasons,, SeCretly retumed to Bangkok on I9 October I958 and

Carried out a military coup the following day. To show his `devotion to

the free worldタ, he banned all political parties the foIIowing day’

dedaring martia=aw) and arresting politica=eaders, editors and

journalists. The para11el between Thanarat’s putsch in I958 and Lon

Nol’s in I97O (after Lon Nol’s prolonged political grooming for `heaIth

reasons’abroad) necds no commcnt. Nor the fねthat to have regimes

重O4

There were other genera重s at this meeting, a工so Son Ngoc

Thanh’Ngo Trong Hieu’ Saigon’s Consul-General in

Phnom Penh and a relative ofNgo Dinh Diem, and ofcourse

SOme C I A operatives fi.om Peurifoy’s sta冊

Three decisions were taken :

I. To丘nance an opposition party in Cambodia aimed at

undermining my neutralist r6gime.

2・ To create an atmosphere of insecurity by kidnappings,

armed holdups, and false rumours of an imminent

communist takeover.

3. To form armed groups inside Cambodia, ready for
H-hour, D-day.

Son Ngoc Thanh would concentrate his Khmer Serei

forces on the Thai-Cambodian frontier, With two Thai o鯖-

CerS and over a million C IA-SuPPlied dollars at his disposal・

Ngo Trong Hieu promised that a similar quantity of Khmer

Krom commandos would be concentrated on the South.

Vietnamese-Cambodian frontier. General Dap Chhuon}

COmmander ofour armed forces in Siem Reap and Kompong

Thom provinces (an officer whose loyalty I never doubted at

the time) and Sam Sarywere to prepare an armed uprising

in Cambodia itself To coordinate contacts, arrange SuPPlies

and丘nance, there was a CIA agent stationed in the US

Embassy in Phnom Penh - an American ofJapanese descent,

Victor Masao Matsui - a dangerous fellow who was expelled
from Karachi in I966 for subversive activities. He worked

hand-in-glove with Ngo Trong Hieu.

In the autumn of I958) I headed the Cambodian delega-

tion to the United Nations’following which I went on

OmCial business to Washington. I met with President
Eisenhower who gave me some patemalistic advice’following

Which I laid a wreath at the Arlington National Cemetery.

When I retumed to the UN, members of my delegation
informed me that) in my absence) Slat Peou had spent almost

all his time with Americans. He had numerous conferences

With them -　eVen in his hotcl room葛but had never

ready to carry out their policies, the US’in the end’had to install

military dictatorships in Saigon) Bangkok and Phnom Penh・
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