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・WE’RE FROM NGH亘AN一一

It so l-aPPened that I was in Vietnam as TASS corrcspondent when

thC COuntry WaS fending off the U"S. aggrcssion. The deepest

impressions are ofmy sllOrt Stay in the southem provinces in Junc 1965.

Thc war was in its third month. Black smoke hovcrcd on the horizon・

It rosc from burning houses, fields, andjungle. Banana leaves pinned on

netting camouflaged our jcep, for it was a rare minutes that no U.S.

bombers roarcd overhcad.

Bomb craters marrcd the frontline roads. At river crosslngS We

waited for nightfall. At after-dark markets beside the jetties, in the light

of frail oil-1amps, Old wolnen SOld bananas and coconuts, litchis and

hugc crabs. Travc11ers likc us examincd the wares in the light oftorches・

bargaining in subdued, SOmCWhat guilty, VOices. From across the river,

a few miles away, Came the noise ofbattle - bombs bursting・ gunS gOlng

off, and a red glow coIouring the dark sky∴ Under attack was the

PrOVincial capital of Vinh・

I=ook us all nigh=o cover the few miles to Vinh. Indeed, an

unbearably hot sun was rlSmg When we finally drove into its strcets. The

almost deserted township met us with wildly shrieking air-raid sirens’

which did not stop screaming a11 day. We had heard in Hanoi about

Vinh being a targct of fierce raids, but what we saw in those first few

hours defied批e imagination. Anti-aircraft guns roared continuously. So

Ioudly did they roar that we could not hear ourscIves speak. The sky

was studdcd with the whitish bursts of flak shclls. Thc shr冊wailing of

fallil-g bombs madc us want to drop on our bellics. Wavc afror wave

came the U.S. bombcrs from the directions ofTonkin Bay.

In the dcep of night, COmPIctely fagged out by thC J…C heat` We

madc our way by invisiblc r)athways, aCrOSS ricc p{lddies, ‘O OnC Ol冊

near-by vi11agcs. Hcl・C WC WOuld slecp the rcst o川1e Illght. Sorr一ぐnne "

our party asked thc guide, a local militiaman, h。W l-CO車COul(1 1-eal
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this life. He replied halfinjest: ’’We’re from Nghe An’’. La[cr, reVisiting

the place, I often heard people speak the same phrase.一’Wc’rc from

Ngh? An’一, they said when telling us about the latcst ail.-raids, about the

good harvest of rice they had grown, about a poem somc Iocal p。Ct had

Written, and the songs young girls hereabouts sang sし) WCll a=heir

CamOuflaged flak emplacements,

What made Nghe An, a PrO¥′incc that had since becn mCl-gCd v両1輔

Tinh and given a new name, Nghe Tinh - Wha白nadc it unusua上lnd

What made it an o切ect ofpride? It had none of the haunting beauty of

Ha Long, Bay of the Submerged Dragon, that eighth wonder of the

WOrld. It had none of the picturesque landscapes of mountainous

northem Vi?t Bfro or of the southem Teinguen plateau with its seething

Waterfalls and deep caves. Nor had it the fine natural bights and beaches

Of Cam Ranh and Nha Trang. On the contrary, Nghe An Province had

Iong since been associated in people’s minds with the yellow forests,

the impassable marshy jungle in the Trutmg Son foothi11s teeming with

beasts ofprey, VIPerS and poison insects, and the ominous Lao wind, the

torrid wind that came in summertime fi.om the mountains of Laos and

SCOrChed the earth until it cracked, that bumed the grass and the trees,

and made al=iving things gasp for air. Destructive typhoons did not spare

this Iong-Suffering land. The triba=egends of the Moi皿Ismen mention

hurricanes that bear away people and cattle and that even move mountains.

On top of that, Nature had deried Central Vietnam fertile land. People

hereabouts had always lived in poverty, and never had enough to eat.

The province is known not for its natural wealth, but for its people.

None but the strong could survive, and come out wimers. Local people

had unbending wi11power, and many left an indelible mark in the 4,000-

year history of Vietnam.

Since time immemorial the land here was peopled by proud,

hoトtempered, freedom-loving Vietnamese. In medieval times, they

Were always the first to respond to the call of legendary generals, the

first to take up ams and liberate the country from invadcrs. Many an

emperor and many a peasant chief had picked Nghe An as their base to

block the way south to the invading armies of Chinese feuda=ords.

Here’tOO, they recruited amies, Which they sent north to free the land

fro【n incurs舟s.
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Many of the patriotic movements had their start here during the days

of French coIonial rule. In 1930, the first people’s Soviets of workers’

and peasantS・deputies were fomed here・ in the provinces of Nghe An

and恥TTnh. That had been the first organised action ofthe Vietnamese

proletariat under the leadership of the Communist Party. It was a dress

rehearsal for the August Revolution of 1945 that liberated the

vietnamese from the coIonial yoke. On the walls of the Thailao

Memorial near Vinh, ereCted to irmortalise the heroes of Vietnam’s

soviet movement are inscribed the names of the 217 revolutionaries

who fe11 at the hands ofthe coIonialists.

Nghe An Province has glVen the country many eminent

personalities. This applies especially to Nam Din County North of
Vi血. There isn・子a village there that hadn,t given birth to a national

hero - an anCient general, a great POet, Or an OutStanding revolutionary.

That, indeed, WaS Where恥Chf Mi血, that great Vietnamese・ WaS bom

on May 19, 1890. There he grew to manhood.

The future leader came into the world in one of the most di飾cult

periods of Vietnam・s history. In the mid-19th century’in a bid to outdo

his uncle Bonaparte, French Emperor Napoleon III set about

coIonialising Asia. And one of his first targets was Vietnam.

Until then, its main enemies had been the Chinese feudal dynasties.

For nearly ten centuries (from 39 B.C. unti1 939), they had ruled

Vietnam, and later, tOO, had repeatedly invaded the country, though

invariably suffering defeat. In the early 15th century, for example・ after

a long and fatiguing struggle headed by a fisheman,s son’Le Loi, and

scholar Nguyen Tr証, the Ming rulers were chased out of the country.

Then after three centuries of independence, a neW, nO less dangerous

enemy made an appearance・

In August 1858, a French squadron, Which included a few Spanish

warships, attaCked the fortress ofDa Ning that covered the road to Hu舌・

the imperial capital" A year later’the squadron captured Saigon. Though

their血litary superiority was undisputable, the invaders failed to force

Vietnam to its knees. Vietnamese historians compare the French

coIonialists to silkworms who consumed the mulberry ’leaf little by

little. Not unti=883, all of 25 years later, did the imperial court of

Vietnam slgn an unCqual trea‘y, aCknowledging French supremacy.
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The coIonialists partitioned the country lntO the three reglOnS, eaCh

with a differcnt status. South Vietnam bccamc a Frcnch coIony namcd

Cochin China (Nam BO in Vietnamese), While North and Central

Victnam were named Tonkin and Annam (B料o BO and Trung BO)

rcspecti‘′ely, and given the status of French protectorates・ Forma=y,

thcy retaincd a Vietnamese administration, eVCn their cmpcl’Or. A11

affairs, howevcr, WCre run by thc Frcnch - a gOVCmOr in C()Chin China

and thc chiefresidents in Tonkin and Annam.

Bu=he Westemers were not able to take rcal charge until much

later. In the rced-grOWn Va=eys of the South, thc jungles of the North,

and the mountains of the Central plateau, guerillas harassed the

invaders. In 1885, tWelve-year-Old Emperor Ham Nghi, enthroned the

ycar before, and his regent, fled to the hills. A fortified base had been

built there beforehand, from which he ca11ed on his countrymcn to take

up ams. The liberation movement under the feudal gentry got to be

known as C∂〃 V〃伽g, the Royalist Movement. Not until the late 1890s

did the French coIonialists finally manage to capture the rebel emperor,

and thereafter suppress the main guerilla bases.

The capture of Ham Nghi and the enthronement ofhis brother Dchg

Khinh, Who swore loyalty to the French, did not, however, end the

armed resistance. The Vietnamese continued to resist for nearly twenty

years more. In Central Vietnam, the fight was ca正ed on by thc feudal

gentry under the leadership of the Thrst scholar’一of Ha Tinh Province,

Phan Dinh Phing. In North Vietnam, the coIonialists were not given a

minute,s respite by a guerilla army under a peasant general’Hoang Hoa

Tham, Who was assassinated by a traitor in 1913. Still, his main forces

COntinued the resistance until the early 1920s. Poems and songs were

COmPOSed to extol the bravery of the guc正1las and their chiefも・

Bu=hosc were the last bursts of a dying gale. While∴Singlng the

praises of the unbending patriots, the songs also bemoaned the loss of

freedom and indcpcndence. Vietnam arrivcd at the turn of the 20th

CCntury Wearing chains of slavery.

Not that it had reslgnCd itselfto its fate. It waited for more propitious

timcs, for the birth of ncw hcrocs who would raise the banner of

nationa=iberation. And though the hour ofvictory was still f証away, its

heralds were already beginnmg tO aPPear in towns and vi11ages.
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THOUGHTS OF FREEDOM

"Kneellng hul-1bly, I ‘▼entul・e tO beg thC forglVenCSS Of Your Majcsty

丘)r血m高dkc寡Iis f油ful am1y madc ofbcillg鉦away and for failing

t叫l・し一teCt You frol-1 tl・aitors flnd cnclllics. Fol・ rCaS。nS i岨utcd, Hcaven

had W川ed that Your Majcsty’s most faithh-1 scrvants sllOuld have been

ね「 away…’’

Thus wl・OtC Rcgcnt TOn Tl証Dqm tO thc Son ofIIcavcn・ Hえm Nghi・

on lcaml11g that thc you11g CmPel.01・ had becn takcn prlSOnCr. There upon

Rcgcnt D叩committed suicidc. Bcfore hc dicd, hc l-1adc thc mandarins

and schOlars in his party promisc ncvcr to scrvc the invaders.

Mcanwhile, thc cmpel・Or and his l.Ctinuc wcrc brough=o Hu6 in

chains and shippcd off to France" Thc prisoner was seventccn・ but his

bchaヽ′iour was dignificd and his sclfLcontroI surprlSlng ln OnC SO yOung.

Hc Iooked bravcly in his cncmy,s faces, and lcft his∴COuntry With

PrOudly raised head.

Thc man whO tOld this story to his twdvc-yCar-Old son, adjusted the

ill-Smelling oi看lamP. The boy had bccn listcning l・aPtly, CyCS Wide opcn・

tcal.S rO11ing sIowly down his chccks. He worc a black handwovcn

jackeしTwo funny [ocks of hair bobbed on his shavcn hcad. For boys

to have the locks was the custom ofthose days.

Why, 1-C aSkcd, had tllC forcigncrs won so casily? Not easily・ his

f証hcr rcplied - i=ook thCm nCarly亜rty years"

"lf you wan=o know," hc addcd・当he Rcsistancc isn,t cntirely dead

today・-’

丁hc boy liked those cvcnlngS at hon-C, and his father’s∴Cndlcss

stol・ics of near and distan=imes. It was impcnctrably dark outsidc. In

thc room, thc murky light of the Oi=amp cast shadows on thc walls.

His fathcr, Nguyin Sinh S論, WaS the mos=camcd man in the vi11age.

Hc had had a Confucian education. Hc kncw thc Four B。Oks and thc

Fi¥.e Cla諒cs of thc ancicnt Confucian doctrinc, dl-d had ‘一n看y recently

rc…ncd triull-Phant from thc capital, Wl-CrC hc had passcd his civi1
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Service examinations, an eXCeedingly rigorous selcction among

aspirants to high honours. By imperial grace, Sinh S肴c had been granted

the title ofp橘bd′7g, an aCademic degrce of the second c!ass.

In old Victnam, PeOPle usually had more than one name. Thc`篭rst

WaS glVen at birth. At school age thc child receivcd an official,
’一scholarly’’name. So, the boy’s father gave him a name that reflected

the elation he f珊at having passed his civil service exam証[io!1S -

Nguy6n Tat Thinh, meaning Nguy6n the Triumphant.

In feudal Vietnam the title ofp庇; bdI?g gaVe its holder †he right to

take some important office in the central administration. But Thanh’s

father declined the post he was offered in the imperial capital. Young

men oflen recalled his explanation: ’一O鯖cials are slaves among slaves,

Perhaps even worse.一一

Not until eight years later, When the family suffered financial

difficulties, did he accept the post of county chicf in Binh Dinh

Province. But he defied the higher authorities by refusing to punish

those who failed to pay their debts, backing peasant protests against

excessive taxes, and allowing the urjustly imprisoned to go free. So,

Within a few months, the govemor dismissed him.

Thanh’s father belonged to the peculiar feuda看estate of provincial

SCholars. Traditiona11y, they were devoted students of the doctrines of

Confucius and Mencius (Meng-tSe) that had reached Vietnam from

China in the 15th century. But Confucianism, Say PreSenトday

Vietnamese historians, WaS nOt an entirely correct appcllation, because

On Vietnamese soil the teaching of Confucius came under the influence

Of local patriotic tradition, and acquired some essentially progressivc

features.

The Chinese feudal rulers and their Vietnamese collaborationists

SOugh=o cultivate the more reactionary Confucian maxims, those of

WOrShip of authority, COnServatism, dogmatism, and scholastic

education, While the patriotic and progressive members of the fendal

Vietnamese educated class laid emphasis on Confucianism’s rational

and positive elements. They went farther still, and adaptcd the teaching

to the needs of the struggle for nationa=iberation, Changing it into a

lO

spirited patriotic doctrine that was often even anti-mOnarChic. That was

why in Vietnam Confucian scholars were often revered as national

heroes, leaders of libcration wars・ Chie鳥or participants in peasant

rebe=ions.

Onc of the principal Confucian commandments,面′まg, loyalty,

mcant unqucstioning obedience to the emperor, Whereas its Vietnamese

variety, ’′一朝g, mean=oyalty with rescrvations - if the emPerOr WaS a

patriot it was associatcd with him; if he bowed to the enemy, loyalty

to him was not obligatory"

With the coming of the French, the Confucianists’those nobles of

the splrlt, Were the mainstay of the Vietnamese monarchy as Iong as it

headed the Resistance. But most of them tumed their backs on the

Nguy6n dynasty when if finally went into the conquerors’service after

the defeat of the CAn Vuong movement. In contrast to Christianity,

which the co看onialists forcibly cultivated, Confucianism was then

considered the symboI of everything truly Vietnamese.

Thinh,s father was a faithful follower of the patriotic Confucianist

party. He wanted to instil the party,s patriotic ideals in his children.

And it was thanks to his beneficial influence that Thanh, Who studied

the Confucian classics like other boys of his age, absorbed a system of

ideoIogical and political views that were a variety of the Confucian

teaching steeped in Victnamese patriotism.

The villagers were fond of Thanh,s father・ They respected him. In

1901, Shortly before thc examinations’his wife died at the age of

thirty-twO, followed to the grave by the youngest, fourth, Child. The

grleVing father sent his two sons and a daughter to live with his late

Wife,s parents, and wen=o Hue・ On leaming how well he had passed

his civil service exam上nations, the people of his village, Kim Lien

agreed at a communal meeting to allot him, their first p/~6 bd′~g, a PIot

ofland and to build him a new house. He and his chi妃ren soon moved

into a fairly roomy StraW-rOOfed bamboo structurc bctwcen the smithy

and the village pond.

The fumiture in Thinh,s room consisted of a hammock and a

roughly made woodcn tablc and bench. The family tumed the yard’

剛



sulTOundcd by dcIl*C thickc't“)f bamb(一O tl‾eCS a11d bim`111a申111S言IltO

a gardc11 With i-1・eCZI PalmS’lemOn and pomdo tl.eCS,細d i‘ lo11e

bl-CこIdfrui=l.ee Whicl1 1 °re血11高鳴c l-。und r()ugh-ckin11eし=ruit*掴big

as l川ml)ki冊・

Kim Lictl ¥冊ge l-ad母verill onds “.hel・e血gree-1istl dし一Ckrecd

was血lddcl=lel-C dnd thel・C Witll thc whitc :lnd l証e l「i11k I画しIS, kil準O「

a= flowcl+ I11deed, Kim Lien meant Villagc o佃IC G。ldeI- L。tu*工i両c

ThAnh likcd “.atchi-1g thC Vi=agcrs r)u11 oしIt tl-C m川lmg-s c{血hし、f fish・

a11d w。uld himwlf aI「glc W1th Othcr vi=agc boy=1O¥¥′ all(=l一.n. WとltCl-

burfuloes cscal,Cd from the hcat flnd flics in tlre l)Ond小冊ir black hei`‘1s

sticking out ofthc “′ate阜md their sad cyes Iooking la7ily ul,l)n帖o w‘一l-1d.

AIways, Vi=age b‘一yS WOuld cli11-b upon theil. backs,細d pldy on

thcir recd-1可es.

ThC boys and gil.1s∴Of Gl)ldcn Lotus∴、用age, like thosc of thc

surTOunding ¥▼i11こlgeS, WerC fond of music from jnfa11Cy・ The peopIc of

Nghc An ‘VCl.e COll、′ince直hilt Nguy6n Du,帆c l,l-ide o「 Vietllこm心e Cl描読

litcratul・C, grCW uP t。 bc a gl-eat POCt bccausc he w描bom in thcil・

province, flnd had lcamcd thc art of improvisation in childl順)d・ PcopIc

hcrc-abouts wcrc丘)nd of folk songs and old lu=abies cxto=ing nature

and c面ivating love h)r the nativc land. Nguych T鉦ThAnh kI-eW thosc

songs by hcart. In fact, his aunl was rcnoWnCd up dnd doⅥ′1=he COし一ntry

as a first dass高ngcr, 。nd was oftcn invitcd to ncighboし1l●11-g COu面es.

Thc pcopIc of Goldcn Lotus village wcrc poor. Thcl・e “′aS nOt

cnough arable to fecd all ofthcm・ Besidcs, muCh ofthe land was owncd

by a few rich falllilics. Most of thc others wcrc tc'nantS dl-agging out a

miscrablc cxiste!lCC. For lack of cIo亜cs, thc mcn worc cotton trunks

thc ycar round, eamlng thCir ‘′illagc thC nicknamc D証Kh6, thc

trouserless.

ThAnh saw poverty and sufforing cach day. Omcials p刷e話y

exactcd taxcs, and thC Village hc油llan, a mCmbcr ofthc geIltl臆y’l高批d

thCir grced. Wl血evcr was Icft was rcqしIisitioned by thc rich landlord|`・
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Takc old lllZ111 Di演l,s family living i-1 thc llOuSC nCXt door. Did岨ey

cvcr c鉦theil- 1紺? Just oncc∴a yCar, duri11g thC Tct holidily, WhCn the

pc細nt言l一し一きhtcred th吊st l)f theil・ Chickcl即lnd I,ig串nd boしI坤ricc

w宜e lし)鉦1e鉦Iんl-ge同1ei=1-i淵・y向「 a Ⅵ刷e・

Scci11g h。W r)OOr l-e岬le ¥‘/′ere言`一一d h1)、V l・し'i-1ed ¥冊gers well=O

t州′1=() C細l a li¥.e冊1)Od、 Ile、・e一・ t(一bc heard o書’aga町丁h油l

r。11「Cmbcl-Cd thC申endid c掴i型cs 。白hc l-Oya同ignital“ic=ln(同IC

l証lgn Zl‘lmIn血血s ill置Iuel ¥‘恒l-C l-i高tlrer 。nCC tし)Ok him tし川▼atCh

五時調Cl・ificiill l-itc` a川1C ^lt紺of Heavcn il11d Eil11h dt叩tIle l冊tしIl’e明しIC

hi= sou岨of thc cal)ital・

Why WaS life so u巾ust?

丁h:mh was an iml-rC‘高‘冊bIe child. Othe岬e。lう1c¥ pilil=-ul.用l-1澄

if it WCl-C his own. And亜c ll冊t油ggc…lg 1111Pl・C高on, {一nC血‘=eft

an indelible mark in his hcart, “郁thc trこ一gC‘ly血t occurl-Cd o重l亜c C血

RAo Road p重句ect.

C`血R:l。 WaS d Ca1「yOn m thC甲I)e=.eaCI心of岨eし3ll'C Ri、・el.佃

lhc Victna111-Lao border. ThC rし一:1d ¥Y°uld rし一n f11()ng thc cimyOl工血州gh

juIlglc that few mCn llad cver lrl)dden, tO COnneCt Laos and the wcstern

part ofNglle ∧n Provil-CC “柚thc sh。relinc ofthc Bay ofTonkin. Thc

coIo11iill authOritics requircd all l11ales of 18 to 50 ‘o do fol-CCd k`bour

。n it. ThC COnditions werc …bearahlc‘; m:‘l-Shy 」ungle, Wild 。nimals・

snakes, POISOn imects, and　-重1iaunic∴∴air"　Thc　高bourcrs wcrc

ha肝高arVCd.

丁l-ey SIcpt on thc dal-1l”Oi=n the 」しInglc・ flnd・ WCrC mCrCilessty

bcaten by thc ovcrsccrs"　Many dicd. ^nd thosc who did rcturnl WCrC

h喋肌1 a-1d, Star¥′Cd, and sufferi-1g frolll叫inl fevcr or rheu-1〇両l11.

They told tlleir fellow ‘′illagcrs I ow「 l,eOPle dicd on thc C血Rin Ro:`‘1・

i-nd h()W thc dead Wcrc wriうl叩ed in油lW m蛤a-1d bul・icd o11血中一t

bcc肌se coffins wcrc in short supply・

lll Th冊・言叫)rCSSiomblc 111ind thc ‘1叩thC w川agcrs len航血

(宜R高Rl、をI叫r句ect ¥‘′CrC aS買)Ciated ¥‘柚ftlnCrals. Women "申・ T正

cll血、′用ngc camC tO SCC ‘)f川-e ‘lell証一一g. Tlrimh血)O11し、11血l.映l、id。

w冊the O血r vi=agc b()yS,∴ …d ¥獄tehed the bedrilgglcd r‘1・し一CeNし川

上;



And one of the sad songs that people sang, Thanh would remember all

hislifな

TaI/ a/’e [/7e PL/′ple MoLII)[a高5,

De〔p高//!t’G/.eaI Sea.

T/!e K高g /一aS JO/d /!i’’7Seゲ

To //le FI●eI!f/!, C/00/榊I?g /高

Peaple /O G′●i〆、 c7,!d MiseIγ.

Onc night, a Clamour awakcned Thinh. Tam-tamS Were beating,

WOmen WCre Crylng in grief and the village dogs wcrc barking

furiously, Torches slashed the darkness now in one, nOW in another end

Of the vi11age" The frightened, Sleepy boy asked his father what was up.

”Calm yourself; son. They’ve probably caught another wretch,一一his

fall-er rCPlicd quietly" He stroked his son’s head with a shaking hand.

Thinh and his elder brother and sister saw a sad group of people in

the dim light of the torches: three men with hands tied, and a few

SOldiers behind them. One of thc prisoners was the father of his friend;

Tha血and he had flown kites together from the top of a near-by hill.

No, Thinh could not fall asleep that night, SObbing for pity or

COnStruCting scenes of revenge.

There had been many more such troubled nights. FIccing from

backbreaking forced labour into the neighboring jungle, the peasants

Were relentlessly huntcd by guards.

The boy’s family was relieved of labour duties thanks to Father

having the title ofp/16 bとlI?g. But the scholar was not indifferent to the

lot of his fellow villagers, many Ofwhose children he had taught to read

and write.

After agonlZmg SPeCulation on how to help the wretched

COmmunity, he sold the land the village had given him, and divided the

money among fami看ies whose breadwinners had been forced into the

road gangs.

The Cha Rao Road tragedy hurt Thanh’s sensibility. It made him

POnder in eamest. The su飾inng he saw opened his eyes to many ofthe

ills and i可ustices that reigned in coIonial Vietnam. Thoughtful beyond

his years, he tumed to books for answers to his many questions.
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His father spoke with scom about the outdated classical education.

It gave none ofthe knowledge needed in those days, though it did open

the door to an official’s career. But precisely an o鮪cial’s career was

contrary to the feelings of the boy’s scholarly father. He prefened

te=ing the children instructive tales out of the country’s past. He taught

them the maxims and aphorisms of thc old sages.

Patriotic thoughts struck a chord in Thinh’s heart. He epjoyed the

romantic prose of Nguyen Tr紅thinker, POet, general, and first

Victnamese utopian who drcamcd of a prosperous life for all. Thinh

Wept When reading the P/・OfIaIJ!a(io′~ C/ VifIoり, 01,er //iC, Ng∂ /IIg∂

being the generic tem for invaders):

T/!e PeqpIe b研刑弓,, 〃aIneS

O手bこ高eくれ高く周bs (Zf disa5′c,/∴

To defe高,e Hea一,elI 。I?d /O defC’高▼e men,

T/!e ;研adeI・S ki/led oIid oppIでSSed.

勅/lnaI所・ c/戒j!/高ぐe )†,eI・e [/-a/7かed, O′~d

Ta二reS岬雄’C’=e,d dry //!e /高′]g.

It secmed to Thanh that Nguych Tr5i had written thosc lines quite

recently, yeSterday perhaps, nOt five conturies ago.

Thanh’s family liked the poetry of the great Nguy6n Du, Who was

bom in a neighboring village. His spIcndid nove=n verse’Ca/I高g初e

軌znder高g SoI/亙the harrowing tale of Kieu, a yOung COurteSan, Victim

Of feudal morals, WaS fi11ed w皿a haunting beauty, graCe and charm.

But what impressed itself on the hearts of young people was its

rebellious content. Nguy6n Du’s novel was a challenge to the medieval

feudal morality that still reigned in the country. The loftiest charactcrs

in it were those of Kfeu, Who had sold herself to save her fathcr and

eldest brothcr from the debtors’pit, and T寄Hai, Chief of the rebels, Or

’’bandit’’, aS he was named a=he impcrial court. T心Hal’s monoIoguc

is, in fact, an anthcm to liberty:

fかJea O/. tw’eow / saiIed w/一e′■e I IVis/!ed・

So Ao同, CaIl / bc o所(fi川(州- CriI!g高g, I!0[ルi′’g?

SLlbII7issi昭Io [l7e飾pel・0高砂i訪es?
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l∫ I/)CI・e /I() ()I/le/. "ul-?

AII7 1 I() bぐaII ()l・(ノI布くl (1igI高ulγ?

"’(ノ(//. /./ぐ/I (互JI/le∫ (用(/ /)用I・ III†, /l(,u(/?

No[用C’. As /(用g uS周りI7(,/同I●e //‾I/f’

rIl /)I・u(1I高くノI/ry (‘I.(,ed -

Pu丁g伊jかか生

し?川。/’ん//〃当時[ joI●捕'の,’C白/I/‘!/Sl,

、I冊子l(, h(,互〔,(′…

The imagc 。f thc ull*ubmissivc T心H帝who rcfuscd to sul’1●elldcr

and dicd standing, PICrCed by encmy an’OWS, WaS for the patriotic you11g

r)COPle an incamation of mythica=lCrOCS.

Lo丑y fedings, lovc of country and hatrcd of its conquel‾(冊¥‘’cl’C in

sl「ircd by thc blilld South Vietna111CSC POCt, Nguy6n Dinh Chi5u. Thc

鉦st bard of am1ed rcsistancc, hc callcd on his countrymcn to figh=he

French coIonialists:

T砧l高Ilgの‾(,万gI-(高g,

T在Jea(l aI・e力g柄Ilg,

T/Ie JOllIsでかI/Ie Ai//訪c/l●c,高ba(IIe aI●I’の,.

No, I/!C, PC,。p/e高// Ile昭I●捕/’I-eI!de/..I

T/Ieんy〆/.e(koI面g高/l (、OII?e.

Thえnh grle‘′Cd for thc country’s Iost frecdom and admired thosc Who

rcfused to bow to thC invadcrs. In thc vi11age of Kim Lien tllCrC WCre

l.emindcrs of past battlcs∴and glorious mCn. Ncar Thinh’s house was

thc Com↑Ora11t Pl)nd, grOWn OVer With lotuscs・ Thc old mcn said a few

do7Cn yCarS bcforc thC rCbc11ious soul ofthcir countrymen, Vmng Th血

M叫, found rel-OSC in its w:ltCl“S. Responding to thC Ca= of thc Cin

V冊ng mo¥′e111ent, Mau had fu)rmCd a large gucri11a unit zlnd hi=he

enemy・ Thc last battlc of his life occurrcd in thC StreCtS Of thC Vi=agc.

Whcn Mau WaS Sei7C, hc curscd his captors, tOre himSelf frec, and dived

into山c pond. Hiul「ilnds “crc ticd bchind his back, and hC drowncd.

A= Kim Lien revered HoAng XuAn Khanh, a 111an-1cgcnd Who was

the uncIc of Thinh’s 111。thcr, Hc had fr)ught bravdy in十Ioing =oa

丁hdm’s l.Cbcl detachmcnt, and was∴SCizcd whcn hc came homC.
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Tortured right bcfore Nghe An,s provincial governor・ he bit off part of

his tongue and did not betray any of his comrades・ He was banished to

death island Poulo Condore. But he did not die. After serving the tem

of his exile, mutC and sick, he rctumed to his native and was, tO the

end of his days, a faithful comrade of all patriotic villagers.

Thanh heard from his father of his famous relativcs and

fdlow-Villagers. and of other heroes of the glorious past and bitter

present of his country. His first school teacher Vuong Th。c Q。i’the

cldest son of a rebel chief, tOld him tales out ofhistory.

Vuong had swom revenge on his father,s grave. He became a highly

educated man. He passed his civil scrvice examinations, and started a

prlmary SChooI on retuming to his native village. He cultivated in his

pupils Iove of country and knowledge ofits heroic history. m Chf Minh
rcmembered VJdng all his life with deep wamth. When he was a

professional revolutionary, he had’indeed’uSed the name Vuong as one

of his many party aliases in remembrance of his first teacher.

Thinh and his childhood friends wanted to know the surrounding

world. Legendary events had occuned in bygone days on the bank of

the Blue River, in whose quick waters the boys found relief from the

heaしWhen they climbed to the top of the lli1l outside the village・ a

breathtaking view opened befol‘C them.

No血ward, they saw a hi11 where, aS legend had it, the chief of one

of the biggest uprisings against the rule of the Celestial Empire, Mai

Hac D舌, WaS bom. This uprising in the year 722 culminated in victory’

with the Chinese feuda=ords bcing driven out of Vietnam for a time・

On the other bank of the river, almost exactly opposite the hill on

which the boys were standing, lay thc native villagc of Phan Dinh

Phing, the memOry Of whose gueri11a amy had not yet faded into the

fog of time・ Any grownup could te1=he inquisitive boys a lot about

him. They lcarned, for example, how he was hated and feared by the

French. After hc had died, brought down by sudden i‖ncss, the enemy

found his grave, dug out his body, and burned it. The Frcnch loaded

their rifles with his ashes, and fired thcm so no trace ofthc hero should

rcmain on the Earth.
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Down the river was a string of villages wllere great POetS had lived,

one of them being the inimitable Nguych Du.

Beyond a twist in the stream, lay the native village ofQuang Trung,

whose name is known to every Vietnamese. He had been chief of the

victorious peasant rebellion known as the Tay Son brothers movement.

Quang Trung also won fame whcn, in 1789, he led his peasant

detachments against Th祖g Long, City of the Flying Dragon (as Hanoi

was called in the olden days), and drove out a 200,000-StrOng army Of

invaders after a five-day battle. We read in Vietnamese chronicles that

the invaders fled.

Thanh had never been in Hanoi. But he knew from stories that a

temple had been built on one of its hills where the historic battle had

taken place in honour of Quang Trung’s great victory.

The boys liked climbing the low hills around the village, Where, in

the thickets, they came upon time-WOm rOCks, the remants of old

fortresses. The fortresses had been built in the early 15th century by

kings Ht) Quy Ly and m Hin Thung, tO block the way south for the

Ming armies.

Some time later, Le L垂son of a fisheman, Came here with his

men. From here, after establishing control over the province, he led his

men north against Chinese feuda=ords who had seized the land. He

routed them, and liberated the country.

Leaming more about the history of his country, Thanh reca11ed the

sad questions he had asked his father. Now he was able to reply to them

himself: Vietnam had known time of glory, Vietnam had its great

heroes, for nearly a thousand years, at intervals. Vietnam had been ruled

by Chinese feuda=ords, but never submitted. It squared its power餌

shoulders and threw off the chains of slavery, These days, tOO, the boy

knew, there were as many heroes as there had been in the past. Only

there was no one to unite them, nO One tO give them arms.

Old Uncle Dien, the village smith, WaS a favorite∴amOng the

children. Thanh often visited the smithy to watch Uncle Diさn swing his

Sledgehammer, SOmetimes helping with the bellows. One summer night,
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after the heat had receded, the children gathered round Uncle Dien. He

lit his Iong bamboo pipe, and began telling them one of his tales.

The splendid lake in Hanoi, the northern capital・ Uncle Dien said,

was callcd Lake ofthe Returned Sword. A pagoda rose out ofthe water

at its centre, Callcd Turtle Pagoda.

"The story ofthe Turtle Pagoda and the Sword wi= take your breath

away,一・ Uncle Dien added.一一Long long ago’before the French had

come, Our land was ove皿n by a people who ca11ed their country the

Middle Kingdom. We Vietnamese finally lost patiencc’and rose up

against them. A poor fisherman, Le Lqi’WaS the people’s leader. Magic

powers made him undefeatable. One day, When he was crossing the lake

in a boat, the head of a huge turtle appeared out of the water. It held a

sword that was radiating light.一・Take this maglC SWOrd,, the turtle said,

it will help you crush all enemies.’

"Le Lqi took the sword, and thereupon succeeded in beating all

foreign invaders, thus liberating our country. Then, Le Lqi and his

comrades went to the lakc to thank thc turtle. As the boat reached the

middle of the lake, his amazed retinue saw the sword leave its scabbard,

and the turtle, Whose head appeared out of the water’tOOk it back to

the bottom of the lake. Ever since then, the lake has been called Lake

of the Retumed Sword.’一

Old Uncle Dien said the turtle was still thcre and sti11 had the maglC

sword. He also said that if the Vietnamese ever found themselves in

trouble, SOme brave man would come, and the sacred mistress of the

Lake would give him the maglC SWOrd agam・

Thinh reflected on Uncle Dfen,s story.一一It,s a fairy-tale一一, he would

say to himself; "but there must have becn so′’?e/励g that helped Le Lqi

rally the nation and beat the powc血I cnemy.一’

The road to the ruins of the old fo巾esses, Where Thanh and his

fricnds liked to roam, PaSSed through the vi‖age of Dan Nhiem. A fine

man liked thcre by the name of Phan BOi Chau: Thanh knew him・ he

was his father,s friend and had visited thcir house several times"
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Evcrybody spokc of Phan’s extraordinary life, his cxtraordinary

abilitics and gifts. At the national civil servicc cxaminations in Hu6’in

1900, he had won thc titlc ofgidi Ilg甲高, Which WaS thc top academic

degree bcstowcd cach time on JuSt OnC eXalninee - the first amOng

equals, Phan could ha¥▼C had a bri=iant court career. But hc refuscd to

serve a血onc that had betraycd the nation’s intercsts, He dcvoted

hi111SClf to l・e¥′Olutionary activity.

He trave11cd a lot about thc country, met Patriotic o綿cials, SCholars

and students, and, taking advantage of his academic title, tricd to win

over some ofthc emperor’s rctinue. Princc C心ng D6 was one of thosc

Whom Phan won over.?n May 1904 hc formed the secrct Rcno、′ation

Society, W皿Princc Cu血g D5 at its head. A=hc constitucnt

COnference言t was decided to prepare for an amed rising against the

COIonial authorities and to restorc a truc Vietnamese monarchy.

It was also decided to appeal for aid to the Japanese. This idea was

PrOmPted by the results of thc Russo-Japanese war: a great POWer,

tsarist Russia, had been dcfeatcd by a small Asian country that had a

Short time before been only a li(tle stronger than Vietnam and barely

escaped becomlng a COIony. Asiatic, the VietnaIneSC nationalists

COnCluded were quite strong enough to drive out Westemers.

Thinh respected Phan BQi Chau, a distinguished membcr of the

SCholarly estate, and a man of grcat charm. Wheneve「 Phan came to

Visit Thanh’s father, the boy listened respec血11y to their learned talk.

Phan liked to recite Chu Yuan, an anCient Chinese poet. Thinh

remembered two lines that struck a special chord in his hcart:

I白s /7aI・d /O bI・eat/Ie, / Ae叩bac`k [ears,

FoI・ I gI・iel,eの-eI・ t/!e Pa高(れny people.

Phan himself was a poet, though, Of course, all educatcd people

WrOte POetry in those days. Becausc of the specific qualities of the

Victnamese languagc - a language of tonalities, With a lot of rhy皿ng

WOrds, and hallowed by literaIγ traditions that went back to remote agcs.

Though Phan’s poetry followed thc old poetic canons, One Clearly felt in

it the breath of the new agc, a Patriotic spirit and combative mood.

The last time Thanh saw Phan had been in carly 1905. Six months

had passcd sincc thcn. Pcople said Phan had gone abroad, PrObably to
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Japan. Then, One hot July day’lying in his harmook’Thanh saw Phan’s

fa血Iiar figure approaching their house.

Phan inquired about珊a血’s father.

一・Father is in town,一一Tha血,s elder brother replied.

"Well, it・s you who I rea11y wanted to see’一一Phan said to the boys.

He tapped Tha血,s shoulde耽and observed血at he had grown・ That

was true - Tha血was fairly tall for a Vietnamese.一一I’ve just retumed

from Japa血,・・ Phan said. ・・I met people from血e Emperor’s court there,

and got to know some forward-looking Chinese exiles. I hope you’ve

heard of K・ang -Yuwei and Liang Ch’ichao? They,re fighting for

refoms and a consti請ional monarchy in imperial China- I had a talk

with young Dr" Sun Yatsen, the rising star of the Chinese patriotic

movement. Japanese and Chinese friends support our just cause. All

Asia is on our side. But to beat血e French, We muSt have educated

people. So we・ve decided to pick a group of fine young men and have

them study at Japanese universities. I said to myself you two would be

a fine choice. How about it, boys?’’

The two brothers hstened to血e guest in silence. When he finished

they glanced at each o血er surreptitiously and lowered their heads.

'一If you could only see that great country’Japan;一Phan continued

enthusiastica11y. ・一Out of a11 the countries of血e ye11ow race’Japan is

the only great power. Japan alone can help us regain our fre6dom" We’11

never succeed without outside help. Today, all true patriots must tum

their eyes to the Empire of the Rising Sun:一

Tha止血anked Phan for his kind o餓3r, but said he and his brother

could not leave血eir fa血er, Whose heal血was failing・ ’’Besides:; Tha血

added, ・一we camot venture on so important a thing without his blessing.一一

Phan said there was still time for them to think over his proposal・

The boys・ reference to their father had been an excuse. It was not

thoughts of his father血at were holding back Tha血・ Though at fifteen

it is very hard to withstand the lure of foreign lands’and血ough Thinh

respected Phan BOi Chau, he would not agree with his plan. Uncle Phan

meant to liberate the country with the help of influential mandarins and
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members of the royal house. Yet all of those people were living a life

of pIcnty under French rule・ Nor did Thinh trust the Japanese. As

people said, it was like driving the tiger out by the front door and lctting

the panthcr in through the back door・

Tha血was right. Soon, Phan’s i11usions were shattercd. The imperialist

powcrs came to tcms when thc activity of Vietnamcse patriots in Japan

grew to dangcrous proportions. In 1908’at the request of the Frcnch, the

Japanese govemment cIosed down al=he organizations that Phan had

fomed in Japan. Phan, Prince C蘭ng De: and other pronrinent members

Of patriotic organizations, Were Ordered out of Japan.

What was to be done? Which was the way to freedom? Perhaps Phan

Chu Trinh, anOther bright star that had risen then in coIonial Vietnam,

WaS right? Thanh’s father said he was a bitter opponent of the royal

house and ca11ed for republican govemment. Yet he was not opposed

to the coIonialists, and only demanded some socio-eCOnOmic reforms.

Thanh looked for the answers in books. One day, he came upon Jean

Jacques Rousscau,s works. He picked up one of the volumes. It was

di鮒cult reading. Thinh did not understand most of it. But he discovered

Simple verities on almost every page. Like precious pearls on the

bottom of the ocean, arOuSing the imagination: man is bom free, yet is

kept in chains everywhere; tO renOunCe liberty means to renounce

human dignity and human rights; the strongest is never strong enough

to always rule; if a nation can throw o∬ the yoke and does so, it does

right・ Out of these dissociated thoughts a real programme of action

appeared. A programme of struggle for freedom. Thinh was impressed by

the spirit of freedom, free thought, COntemPt for.億aditional canons and

dogmas, and the nrilitant atheism, that imbued the book. He was excited

by its calls for liberty, equality, and fratemity. He kcpt asking himself:

how could Rousseau’s countrymen oppress his people so cruelly? He also

WOndered if the present order of things would ever change.

Where to find the maglC SWOrd, the all-POWerful truth that would

show the way to the liberation of the Vietnamese nation, the o鯖ipring

Of mythical parents, the Dragon and the Fairy, a nation with heroic

traditions and worthy of a far better fate?
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At the end of 1904, Thinh’s father received strict orders from the

royal court to take an o飾cial post in Hu合・ He took his two sons along・

and le宜the daughtcr at home. For more than a century, Hu舌, a

modestsized city in the centre of Vietnam, had been the residence of

Vietnamese emperors. Royal palaces and ancient pagodas were

scattered on the hilly grcen banks of the River of Fragrancc, One Of the

most beautiful of Vietnam’s rivers, SO Callcd because it had its source in

the plneWOOds ofTn融lg Son range where fragrant medicinal herbs grew

in abundance, lending their sweet aroma to the waters of the stream.

In Hu舌, Thinh and his elder brother were enrolled at a newly opened

school, DOng Ba, Where they were taught French and literature・ On

finishing it, the brothers were admitted to Qu6c H9C National College・

The college was quartered in a former royal marines barracks. On

top of the massive gate was an observation tower and a bell, like those

in pagodas, With porcelain drag呼sstanding guard on both sides of the

National College was then considered tlle finest educational

establishment in Vietnam. The word一一national一一meant that the doors of

the collcge were open to those who wanted a Vietnamese as well as a

Wcstern education. The college courses were in q〃∂? "gi7, based on the

Latin alphabet that had a=he tum of the century replaced the old

Characters. There was also a special class where young people were

taught in the ancient classical tradition.

In its early years, a Certain Nordemand’a businessman by profession,

WaS director of the college・ Married to a Vietnamese, he knew the

language and was called Ng6 D合Ma11 in the Vietnamese vemacular.

Later, the o餓ce went to a Monsieur L(申vux, a Foreign Legion o珊cer.

He was the butt ofjokes among VietnameSe Patriots. For he had fought

against Hoang Hoa Tham’s gueri‖左s had been captured, and spent

SeVeral months in a guerilla jungle camp. There he went about

barefooted like the guerillas, Carried water, and milled rice. The stories

of how Tham had made the一一mastcr race一一Iabour in the sweat of its

brow was widely circulated and gave much pleasure to young Vietnan-eSe.
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Thi血soon saw the co11ege was meant to bring up Ioyal servants

for the coIonialists, and was depressed over血e ways that reigned there.

The time of Thanh,s education coincided with that period in world

histofy which Lenin 、described as一一the begiming of the awakening of

Asia.一一When the nations of the Orient came into motion under the

impact of the Russian 1905 revolution. In Vietnam, tOO, the nationa1

1iberation movement gathered momentum・

Stomy events were unfolding outside the college gates, eVOking a

lively response in Thanh and other students. In the spring of 1908,

Thanh received his first lesson in political struggle. A campaign for the
'一renovation of the life and morals of the nation" was started in the

country by the followers of Phan BOi Chau. Men who wore the long

Manchu pigtails had their hair cut. People were urged to wear modem

cIothes, give up old customs, eStablish purely Vietnamese schooIs and

trading fims, and to buy nothing but Vie血amese wares. Members of

the Renovation Movement distributed proclamations exposmg COrruPt

taxation practices and unging people to refuse to pay taxes.

Disturbances spread t血oughout Central Vietnam. Peasants in their

thousands streamed into Hu舌∴from neighbouring countries・ The

Renovators established special posts along the roads leading into the

city, Where hair was cut forcibly and long cIothes were shortened. The

peasants, many Of whom had come with their families, Carrying straw

mats to sleep on, a SuPPly of rice, and cooking utensils, Set uP CamP

on the bridge across Fragrance River’round the French govemor’s

residence, the court house, and on the sidewalks downtown・ For t血ee

days and nights they waited for their demands for lower taxes and

abolition of forced labour to be granted.

Some college students joined the demonstrators. Th証血was at their

head. He said to his mates:一一Our countrymen are asking the French to

repeal taxes. It,s our duty to help them, because we know French"’’

細胞nh and his friends went from group to group, reCiting patriotic

poetry and urging the peasapts to stand their ground. Townsmen gave

the peasants tea and water. People relished血e atmosphere of nationa1
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solidarity. They called each other by a new・ reCently coined word,俄5ng

bdo, COuntryman, Which had the sound of music for the ears of patriots.

The French authorities, trOubled by the unrest, tried to manipulate

cight-year-Old Emperor Duy Tan into prevailing on the demonstrators

to go home. A four-horse carriage drove out of the grounds of the

imperial palace with a mounted guard on both sides" But no one would

listen to the boy emperor. True, his camage was allowed to proceed,

but the aroused peasants made the guard and the other carrlageS that

fo11owed the emperor’s tum back. The French stayed in their homes.

They Were afraid to venture into the streets. The demonstrators became

actual masters of the capital・ But on the third day’trOOPS SummOned

by the govemor arrived・ and the slaughter began. French soldiers

opened fire pointblank on unamed crowds" A hand-tO-hand skimdsh

broke out on the bridge. Bodies of the killed were t血own into the river.

The peasants, in despair’threw themselves upon the French soldiers and

pulled them along into the water undemeath.

Many college students’tOO, and especially their leader・Came tO grips

with the soldiers. But Tha血managed to avoid arrest, and found refuge

in the house of a friend of the family. The next moming he attended

classes as usual.

But soon a French o餓cer with a few soldiers appeared.

Accompanied by the co11ege director, they came to Tha血’s class.

一・We want a student of this class - a tallish boy and dark,当he omcer

declared (Tha血was, inded fairly tau, and, being a villager, Strongly tamed.)

The officer added:一一I have been ordered to demand that he be

expelled at once:

The several days of the popular demonstration had been equivalent

in impact to years of quie=iving in Th血,s Golden Lotus village・

Previously, the su鮒ering and mood of the people had been for him an

abstract thing. Now life was delivering severe’gnm・ uSeful lessous each

day. He thought bitterly of the many patriotic movements that had led

to nothing: the royalist Cin Vuong Movement, the Go East Movement,

and the Renovation Society. A11 of them had been suppressed by force
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Of ams. And aftcr each such dcfeat・ the coIonial authorities 。nIy

tightened their grip.

FoI- yOung mCn Cntering life, CnCOunterS Witll C¥'il掴d ¥高lence arc

always a crossroads. Some arc grlPPed by fea「‥ thcil甲rlt W′Cakens;

thcy withdraw into themselves, thcy stop resi鉦lg C¥1上Th0Se ¥油、ヾe

SPlrit is stronger・ become SCaSOnCd fighters一丁hc)冊n　用iu

revolutionaries∴and will not spare thcmscIvcs in thc回1={)I・血

PeOPle’s freedom.

Eightcen-yCar-Old Thanh knew thc road hc w.いし冊　folloW. H】S

PreVious life had preparcd him. His childhood was ovc一・・一一I」el,endcnt

adult life awaitcd. From now on・ he would livc thc life uf the l,COPle

and champion the people,s interests・ It was time to go to the plain

PCOPle’tO WOrk・ tO gather experience" Th油l SCt Out On a u▼andcl-i11g

tour around the country. He wanted to see things for himsclf

From Hu合he headed south along the shorc of the South China Sea.

In those days there were no trains∴and only few roads. People

travelled mainly on foot’Or in boats along thc shore. Tha血followed

the footpaths, StOPPing over from time to time for a month or two in

SeaSide towns or villages. In Qui Nhon he passed a village tcachcr,s

examination. But whcn the list reached the French resident for

endorsementJhc latter struck out Thanh’s name for he was under policc

SurVeillance.

Having travellcd some 500 kilometres by the end of 1910, Thinh

arrived in thc city ofPhan Thi合t・ Here he stayed with a fricnd ofhis

father’s an old patriot and teacher, Who helped thc young man find a

teaching job in a recently opcned private school. Thc school, eStabIish('d

by loca! seholars・ WaS known as the most progrersive in Central

Vietnam.

Th油h had the second and third forms. He wore the traditional white

gown and an orangc belt, and woodcn sandals on his feet as he cntered

lhc classroom. Each moming・ he Called on two boys and two girls to

rec血sad quatrains from thc popular anthoIogy of thc Tonkin Public

School, an Cducational socicty foundcd by pa‘riots in Hanoi in 1907.
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0/吊Jea↓・e,’! Ca有t yOl‘ See O初・理解′・i/!g?

T/]e I!aIiol汗s //! f/la高5, /aI)g〃is/面g i/I g/.i〔f

Fo′でIg′~`,′.5 I~a-・e (loo′′7訪iI Io杭l〃geI・,

T/ley’l,e /’Obbc,(自白がc¥・eIツ裾/)g iI /Ja〔/.

丁hc young tCaChe白aught his pupils more than just reading and

¥用ti11g. He wanted them tO bc fond oftheir country. He wanted them

to rebel against its sad fate. He cultivated them patiently and fondly -

1ikc a gardcncr tending young saplings・ Thinh hoped the knowIcdge he

WaS gl‘′1ng them would in dしIe COurSe grOW into a mightly oak stretching

its branchcs to the sun of fi.cedom.

Thc young teacher was one of the first to teach the Latin alphabet.

He explaincd things severa=imes over at classes, neVer raising his

¥′Oicc, neVer Punishing his pupils. He took the class out into the open

at five in the mornlng tO do physical exercises, and had a special sports

lesson once a week. In those days this was an unheard-Of innovation.

On holidays, Thinh and his pupils went on long hikes. He told his

young friends episodes from the history of Vietnam, abou=he two
Trung sisters who had ridden elephants in the van of the troops,

inspiring soldiers to fight harder, and about the general NgO Quyen,

Trin Hung Dao and Quang Trung, Who defeated the amries of the

Chinese feuda=ords.

Thinh advised his pupils to read Vietnamese classics and thus learn

the history and culture of their land. He drew attention to books that

Cultivated the sense of patriotic duty. Speaking of the famous rhymed

novel, L早c Van Tien, by the blind poet Nguy6n Dinh Chiさu, Thinh

asked the children‥ '一There,s the following line〇一' 'Loyalty and devotion

are the two main vi血es’. What can you say to that?

Onc ofthe boys replied: '一Loyalty to the king, and devotion to Father

and Mother."

Thanh shook his head:

’’All of us have distant ancestors. The history ofour country is nearly

4・000 ycars old. That means forty centuries, and in every century our

anCeStOrS rOSe uP against foreign invaders, fighting for freedom and
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independence. That is why the main virtue of every young man is

Ioyalty to the people, tO his country. Now the second virtue: eVery One

of you has parents, brothers and sisters・ You must love and revere your

ParentS, for they gave you life" The two virtues - loyalty and devotion
- are forever linked. Love and revere your parents, be loyal to your

PeOPle and country・’一

In his free time, PreParing himself for a life of privations, Tha血

Often went to the fishing villages. He helped fishermcn repair their nets,

asked them about their trade, and leamed many new aIld usclul things:

how to detemine the right tack in the open sea, hoⅥ′ tO fight

SeaSickness, how to know a stom was about to brcak. Time and again,

he went to sea with the fishemen, and retumed with new impressions.

He did not stay long at the school. His lust for kIlOWledge urged him

On. At the end of 1910 he moved to Saigon. There, SPmglng a SurPnSe

On his kin, he joined a newly-OPened school training merchant seamen.

The choice of the educated young man many seem strange. But it

WaS Iogical for a patriot who had set out to find his ”magic sword・’●

While the other youths recruited by Phan BOi Ch急u, Went eaSt tO

Japan, Which they thought the prototype of the future independent

Vietnam, Thえnh was∴attraCted by other things. Pe血aps due to his

knowledge of French history, Of the great French educators, but more

likely the inbom intuition of an outstanding mind. He gradually became

COnVinced that Europe and only Europe - Where so many revolutions

had already occured, including the French Revolution of 1789 and the

Paris Commune, Where the exciting words liberty, equality and

fratemity had first resounded, Where science and tec血oIogy were

developing so rapidly - that Europe alone was where he could pick up

the requisite knowledge and leam the ways leading to his country’s

li berati on.

Evidently, Thanh came to this conclusion when reading Jean Jacques

Rousseau. He leamed from Rousseau’s CoI昨ssious that before

becoming the great educator that he was, Rousseau had crisscrossed

Europe for nearly ten years. That was when he leamed the most

important and di飾cult lessons of his life. The world that surrounded
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him waS One Of inequality, Privation, and real calamities. His

cxpcriences enabled Rousseau to become herald liberty, equality, and

fratcmity, herald of the grcat French Revolution.

In an interview to the Sovietjournal OgoI?yOk in 1923, H恰Chf Minh

explained his thirst for travcl:一一I first heard the French words /ibe′・t6,

。,ga/有力・a{e′・,'′/6 as a boy of thirteen. And at oncc I wanted to see the

Frcnch civilisation and put my fingcr on whatever was behind those

thrcc words.’’

Scen from Saigon, Europe did not look too far away. Advertisements

of the Chargeurs R6unis shipping fim were pasted all over the port

city. The ships pictured on them were heading for Singapore, CoIombo・

Djibouti, Port Said, Marseilles,.Bordeaux and Havre. Hands for

passenger boats were usually recruited in Vietnam ports.

One day, Thanh revealed his plan to a friend he had acquired in the

three months attending the sailor’s school‥

一・I’ve decided to see how people live in France and other countries,

then come back and help my countrymen.’’

一一Where wi11 you get all that money?一一

Thinh raised both his hands, and exclaimed: ’’Here’s my money -

I,ll work my way there and back・一一

At noon on June　2, 191l, Tha血　came to the Saigon jetty

romantically named Home of the Dragon. There he saw passengers

boarding the Adnirc,l La′o妬he r′んille・ He went up the gangway and

asked if there was a job for him. Those who heard hi叫Iaughed: the

froil boy with a scholarly appearance was an unlikely ship,s hand. But

he would not go away, and fina11y a Vietnamese seaman took him to

See the captain. The skipper examined Thanh skeptically’and pe血aps

the boy,s resolute glance and persistence prompted him to suggest that

he could be a cook,s assistant. He asked for his name.

一一Van Ba," Thinh replied after a moment,s hesitation. The name

mcant vin the Third. Thanh had not transgres;ed against the truth: he

re-ally was the third child in the family.
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HE CALLED HIMSELF PATRIOT

Thc VjctnamCSe gar9OnS∴day on thC S】lip bcgan carl)上鉦鉦潰‾ in

the moming. Thinh washed the table tops, and thc wa11s itnd noor of

the ship’s kitchen. Hc stoked thc ovens, brought a sur)Ply of 。(可flnd

lugged heavy baskcts of vcgetables, fish, bccf and ice from thC hokls.

One day, in a stom, lugging a heavy basket along the decK, a ¥¥′a、7e

Seized him and nearly washed him ovcrboard. At the last instan=le

managed to takc hold of a rope.

The kitchen catered to 800 persons - thc passengers and thc crcw.

So the young man hadn’t an idle moment unti=ate at night, Climbing

up and down steep and slippery ladders, barely catching his breath,

SWeating terribly. During the day, a COat Of coal dust gathcrcd on his

body, and fatigue lay heavily upon him. S刷, When the welcome time

Ofrcst arrived and his mates went to bcd or played cards. ThAnh sought

a quiet comer and read books unti=ate at night.

One day, he made his first important discovery"　Among the

PaSSengerS Were tWO French soldiers, Of about his own age, retuming

home. Sometimes they helped him with his work. After nightfall they

taught him the finer points of French, and gave him books to read,

Thinh, for his part, taught them Vietnamese, and supplied them with

CuPS Of coffee on the quiet. All the Frenchmen hc had met so far had

been arrogant o鮒cials or policemen. They behaved as though they

OWned the land and treated the Vietnamese as subhuman. But now, a

little surprised, Thinh was happy to see there could be good Frenchn〕en

t○○.

His second discoveIγ WaS made in Marseilles, the first French city

he set foot in. The wretched dwellings of the poor in the narrow

alleyways on the edge ofthe city were an eye-OPener. He also saw many

POOrly cIothed Frenchmen’and was stunned to sce young girls sclling

themselves outside thc waterfron=arvcns. Late at night, When thc ship

lifted anchor and set its course to Havre, Th油1 Said to his neighbourブ

a ship’s gar9On likc himself一’There are po()r PCOPle in France, tOO, aS
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in our COuntry. Why don’t the French worry about them rather than

tcach’us?’’

On one of the crossmgS, Thau血leamed that Charlie Chaplin was on

boal・d. Hc llad seen a few Chaplin films, and had quickly become a

Chaplin fan. He sent a note, Geraldine Chaplin recalled years later,

asking for pemlission to take a photograph with her father. Father

wastcd no time. He wcnt down to the ship’s kitchen and found the

Victnamese youth who called himself Ba. They ate a meal together, and

thcn had a photograph taken… Later, after HるChf Minh became a

renowned political leader, they met several times. Chaplin often spoke

of their mcctings, and always remembered H6 Chf Minh with affection

and sincere 」Oy・

Within a few months, Thanh made tvyo nearly round-the-WOrld

voyages. He crossed the Atlantic and Indian oceans, the Arabian and

Red seas, the Mediterranean, and saw two more continents - first Africa,

then America. In New York, he left the ship. For a few months he had

a job in Brooklyn. Among the many lmPreSSions he gained, the

StrOngCSt WaS made by the Declaration of Independence. He savoured

the words that all men were created equal, that they were endowed with

inalienable rights, amOng Which were life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness. He remembered those words many many years later when,

in secret hideout in Hanoi he laboured sleepless nights on the draft of

Vietnam’s own declaration of independence.

Soon, the picture that he saw around him in America dispelled all

illusions. Behind the fine words about equaldy and liberty he saw the

rampant injustices and the poverty of millions of people. Thanh was

Stunned by what he saw in Harlem, the black ghetto that he often

Visited. The racial oppression and discrimination, Signs of which were

PIcntrful all round, reVOltcd him.

Six months passcd, and ThAnh was travelling again. His destination

Was England. He arrived thcre whcnWorld War I was at its height. The

reception was not a kind one. He found a job clearing London streets

。f sl蔦t and snow, then he ¥VaS a StOker in rich houses - and ft)r a

重油ance,山i。ugh hc managc卑O r)ay tuition at English language courses.
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A few months later he had a stroke of luck: he found a job at the

Carlton Hotel on Haymarket Street. The f/可there, the famous

Esco綿cr, known in those days as kjng ofthe Frcnch cuisine, tOOk him

On aS a kjtchen boy.

The work was hard. A weaker man would havc gone down. But

Thanh was firm of character. Those who knew him then say he ncver

used fou=anguage, neVer drank, neVer gambled. All his frcc血lC, nO

matter how tircd hc was, WaS SPent reading and leamlng.

But Thanh,s active mind could not suffer the mOnOtomuS life in

London for long, far away from anything that might have油症od him

with his country. Across the English Chamel, in France, l-e kncw from

the newspapers, WCre many Of his countrymen, amOng Whom he would

be less lonesomc. Besides, in French he would know more about thc

POlitical affairs in Indochina, Where portentous cvents were in thc making.

An abortive anti-French amed rising had occurred in May 1916 in

Huさ′. The coIonial authorities suppressed it, and banished the rebellious

Emperor Duy Tan to Reunion Island. And in August of the followmg

year, in town of Th霜Nguyen, the French suppressed an al・med rising

of Red Belts.

Thanh wrote a letter to Phan Chu Trinh, Whose Paris address he had

COme uPOn by accident. Trinh, arreSted in 1908　for anti-Frcnch

activities, had been sentenced to death by a coIonial tribunaL But he

was known in French democratic circles, and the Human Rights

League and Jean Jaures, leader of the French Socialists言ntervened in

his behalf. Thc death sentence was commuted to exiie on prison island

Poulo Condore. Three years later, he was allowed to settle in France,

Where he lived under police surveillance.

Trinh did his best for Thinh, PrOmising help in finding a job and

lodgings for him in Paris. At the end of 1917, finally’Thanh crossed

the English Chamel to embattled France.

A lawyer by name ofPhan V祖Trudrlg let him a little room in quiet

Rue Gobelin. Phan Chu Trinh had his photo studio in the samC house.

and empIoyed Thinh as retoucher. In his childhood, Thinh ha11 leamed

PenmanShip as part of his classical education, and handlcd the bruch
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w柚great skill" So, retOuChing came easy. His new friend’the lawyer・

was glad to show Thinh around the city. For Thanh・ he was an entirely

new type of Victnamese intellectual・ Truchg knew many French

progrcssives　- Writcrs・ al.tists’and politicians. He was interestcd in

politics’eSPeCially in socialist theory, and Thinh saw Marxist authors

amOng his books. Bcsidcs, the housc on Rue Gobelin was a place where

Victnamese emlgreS COngrCgatCd.

Thanh loved wandering about Paris, that open壷r museum of

history. Even in the harsh conditions of wartime, thc city had lost none

of its bcauty, glamour and charm・ Every street, eVCry house, almost

cvery pavlng StOne Carried traces of a revolutionary past. For nearly a

hundred years - from the end ofthe 18th century right up to the 1870s

- Paris had been leader in revolutionary matters, the revolutionary

beacon for all other European capitals.

Knights of revolution came to Paris from all over the world to hear

the living voices of history’tO glimpse through the prism of the past

the outlines of the impending battles in their own countries. Karl Marx

and Frederick Engels had lived in Paris. So had Lenin for three of his

most fruitful years. Embedded in the memory of Paris were hundreds

of names of revolutionaries from different countries. Years would pass

and one more name would be added to the list, that of the as yet

unknown Vietnamese patriot who walked the pavements of Paris with

humility, gaZing with wide-OPCn eyeS at majestic pictures of a glorious

past.

Longing to see more of his countrymen, Tha血became a frequent

visitor to the Latin Quarter. Most Vietnamese who had settled in Paris,

1ived there. He went into the little restaurants kept by his countrymen,

Where the heady aromas ofthe thick, Pitch-black Vietnamese coffee and

the廟bでI7]d′′高sh sauce hung in the air. Thosc who live abroad for a

long time, SayS a Vietnamese saylng, See and smell肌f∂r` ”?d′n in their

drcams.

In thosc days, the Vietnamese in France had no organisation of their

OWn・ Manyし)f them, though missing their country, Were rather pleased

With thcir life, Which Was CaSier than in coIonial Victnam. Most young

r)COr'1e “′ere Students gctting a govemmcnt stipend’Or SOnS Of
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PrOSPerOuS Vietnam mandarins. Patriotic feelings, and pain for their

OPPreSSed country, Were foreign to many of them. Thinh tried to arouse

them, telling them about the suffering and heroic past of their country.

His prestige rose quickly. He was the movlng SPirit of the as yet

rare gatherings of Vietnamese・ Soon, he became an initiator, and most

active participant, Of the first Vietnamese organisation in F重・anCe - the

Association of Vietnamese Patriots.

In the evenlngS and on days off the spent hours ’in the

Sainte-Genevieve Library on Rue Pantheon. That was where he first

read Shakespeare, Dickens, Lu Hsun, Victor Hugo, and Emil Zola.

The genius of Leo ToIstoy staggered his imagination. He read

French translations of War伽d Peafe, AIma KareI面a aI!d Re鋤rref高oI]

OVer and over. The philosophical depth of those outstanding novels

delighted him. He was caught up by ToIstoy’s hatred ofwar, Of feudal

authoritarianism, and i可ustice, for all these things doomed people to

misery and rightlessness. Thanh was captivated by ToIstoy’s plain and

Clear language. After reading the description of a hunt in Wbr and

Peafe, he wrote in his diary; ’’One must write only of what one saw

and felt.,,

One day, Thanh picked up a paper ruming installments of a novel,

Uhder FiI.e (Le feu), by Henri Barbursse, then a young novelist. These

dramatic lines excited Thanh: ’’For countless workmen of the battles,

you who have made with your hands all of the Great War, yOu Whose

Ormipotence is not yet being used for doing good, yOu are the human

host whose every face is a world of sorrow…’’

In his mind’s eye, Thanh again saw the war-raVaged towns∴and

Villages in the north of France, hospital trains bringing wounded to Paris

from the frontlines, the thousands of his emaciated and wretched

COuntrymen Who had been sent agains=heir will to die for thc alien

interests of ”mother一’France and were hypocritically called champions

OfjしStice and freedom.

Thanh could not have known what Maxim Gorky said of Barb頂se:
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一一He looked into the essence of war more deeply than any other

writer before him, and showed people the abyss of their delusion・一' But

this was cXaCtly how he felt after reading Barbusse,s book. Again and

again. hc rcpcated the concluding lines ofthe novcl:一'These men of the

people who had dimly seen the outlines of an unknown Revolution’a

revolution that sprang from themselves and was already rising, rePeated
’c〔luI-1吋! ’

During the first weeks of his stay in France’Tha血had leamed of

油e astounding events in Petrograd at the end of October 1917: ’’a new

revolution had broken out in Russia. The Paris papers called it a

BoIshevik coup, and it was d珊cult for Tha血and for many of his

French friends to at once grasp its history-making significance. But his

intuition helped him arrive at the main conclusion. So did his reading

of socialist newspapers: for the first time‘ in world history, WOrking

PeOPle had come to power.

From the bottom of his heari, the heart of an ardent patriot, he

welcomed the working people’s victory. Some forty years later, aS

Chaiman of the Cormunist Party of Vietnam and President of free

Vietnam, he would say that for him, for all Vie血amese revolutionaries・

the influence of the Great October Socialist Revolution had been一一1ike

the water and rice that a thirsty and hungry traveller receives after a

long joumey.’’

The experiences of his Iong life abroad, COuPled with the benign

influence of the Great October Revolution - all this was an important

tuming point in Tha血・s ideoIogical and political outlook. No・ he had

not yet found his ・一magic sword一一・ But his vision of the world had

changed. Such abstract皿ngs as一一imperialism’一,肇aPitali請〕 and

'一coIonialism▼. had acquired tangible features. Not in Vietnam alone.

A11 over the world, the toiling masses, Whole nations, Were being

Subjected to oppression and expIoitation. Meeting people of different

COIour and social background, Tha血saw that in Europe, tOO, there were

POVerty-Stricken people who had nothing in common with the

COIonialists oppressing his country. He saw that Africans were just as

handicapped and humiliated as Asians. He concluded bitterly血at for
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COIonialists the life of an oppressed, Whether black or yellow, WaS nOt

WOrth more than a sou.

Thanh realised tha=he Vietnamesc provcrb, ’’a∴CrOW is bIack

Whcrever i白s一一was cntircly truc. Thc United Statcs, Britain, Gc重・many,

and Japan were, likc Francc, impcrjalist powe「s With coIonial poss〇SSio11S.

Opprcssed peopIcs could not expcct hdp fro111 。ny Of thCm.

But his hatred of colonialists containcd no racial ove〇・to11Cご,. This

helped him gradually acqulre a COnSistcnt intcrnationalist oし正ook士Ic

SaW that all workjng pcople oppressed by thc ruling dasscs, Whcther in

CaPitalist or coIonial countries, had the same intercsts. His life in Paris

COnVinced him that the enemy of the Vietnamcse peopIc was also the

enemy of the French working people. This discovery promptcd him to

join the most rcvolutionary wing of thc French workjng class.

Thinh was a regular reader of /’肋′na′面e, the socialist newspapcr.

He tried not to miss any of the Socialist Party’s meetings, COnfereI]CeS

and discussions, for it was the only political party in France that sidcd

With the colonial peoples. He listened eagerly to spcakers who

denounced coIonialism. At one of the mectings he was introduced to

Paul Vaillant Couturier, a left wingcr in the Socialist Party and one of

the youngest deputies in the French National Assembly. And Couturier

introduced Thinh to Marcel Cachin and Henri Barbusse. Gradually, he

go=o know a large number of people in thc Socialist Party and the
trade-union movement.

At the end of 1918, Thanh himselfbecame a mcmber ofthe Socialist

Party ofFrance. No Vietnamese before him had ever been in any French

POlitical party. At that time, the Socialists numbered no more than

12’000, though when World War I erupted its membership had

approached 100,000. No few Socialists had been among the two mi11ion

Frenchmcn who laid down their lives in battle. And the responsibility

for their death lay with the Socialist leaders who had voted for the war.

Thanh had joincd the Socialists along with those who were later ca11cd

the fiery generation, those who were moved by strong anti-War and

anti-impcrialist sentiment and had none of thc illusions of their cldcr

conHadcs.
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For ThAnh joining the party was the beginning of a professional

revolutionary czl「Ce「. Hc adopted a ncw namc or rather a pal-ty na111e-

Nguy6n Ai Qu6c, mCaning Nguy6n the Patriot・ Possibly he ha‘l usell

thc namC On al-rlVlng in France. That would bc in kccpmg With

Viet蘭meSe traditjon. But its first documentary cvidcnce dates to thc

begi細山ng or 1919・

AmOng themsdvcs, Victnamcse usc jus=he name, tha白s, thc last

element Of their usua量ly thrcc-WOrd appellation. Thc first element, an

archaic rcmindcr of oncc bcIonglng tO a Particular clan, is used only to

show spccial resl,CCt for the person in question. And that was what he

was to his party fricnds, both Viet11ameSC and foreign - COmrade

Nguy6n. Twcnty-threc years of his revolutionary activity passed under

that name.

In mid-January 1919, Paris gave a festive rcception to a number of

highly-Placed foreign guests. Reprcscntatives of belligcrcnt countrics

eame to the peacc conferencc in the French capital. Rulcrs ofthe victor

powers were eager to cash in on the results of the war, tO eurich

thcmscIves a=he expense of the losers. The Paris newspapcrs called

for national unity: they wantcd a pcace treaty that would ensure the

revival of a great Francc. PeopIc living in the rich quarters and those

Who had made thcir fortunes on military supplies, aS Well as various

Sharcholdcrs -all of them, grippcd by chauvinism, Called on the

govcmment to make defhatcd Gcmany ’一pay for everything’’・

Ncws of the peace confercnce attractcd no few rcprcsentatives of

OPPreSSed pcoples to Paris. Thcy nurscd hopcs that the high-ranking

COnferees would, Whcn置11aking posトⅥ′ar arrangementS, hcarkcn to their

¥′oiccs. Many of them wcre misled by U"S. President Woodrow

Wilson,s dcmagogic Fourtecn Points, Which, amOng Othcr things,

rcferred to the rights of the coIonies and of dependcnt countries. A

dcIcgation arrived from China. That country had fought on the side of

thc victor countries and legitimatcly expected, at long last, tO Shake off

i's scmi-COIonial status. A Korean ddcgation camc to demand

autonomy, and opened an infomation burcau in Paris. Rcprescntatives
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Of India, Ireland, and various Arab countries appeared in the endless

COrridors of the magnificcnt Versailles Palace.

One mOming, the doorbell rang at the home ofJulcs Cambon, former

French ambassador to Gemlany, Who was a member of thc French

dcIcgation. The door was opcned by a young woman namcd Ge宣leVieve

Tabouis. The future famous WOman 」Oumalist was her ambassador

uncle’s secretalγ・ A lean Asian youth with a pleasantly opcn face

COnfronted her. He spoke with a strong accent:

一一I want to hand the ambassador a document.'一

Genevieve let in the early visitor, Seated him at a long richly adomed

table that sti11 stands in the drawing room of the Tabouis home and

began questioning him.

一一Mademoise11e, my name is Nguyen Åi Qu6c. I should like to see

Monsieur Cambon.一’

The young man opened a珊e, and handed it to Genevieve.

’’This is an appeal from the peoples of Indochina. I want to give it

to the Ambassador."

The writings, Genevieve saw at once, WaS Clear and orderly. There

WaS also a letter to　一’Esteemed Mr. Ambassador Cambon,

Plenipotentiary representative of France at the Paris Conference”.

’’I write on behalf of the peoples of Indoohina.一’This was inscribed

On the top page of the document∴一We are an underdeveloped nation.

We have leamed by experience what the civilisation of your country

is▲--

The document was entitled, ’’List of Claims of the Amamese

People’’. It read:

’’While waiting for the sacred right of nations to selfdetemination

to be recognised, the people of the fomer kingdom of Annam, nOW a

French possession in Indochina, PreSentS the following demands to the

govemments of the Allied powers in general, and the French

govemment in particular:

一’Complete armesty of Vietnamese political prisoners.

38

・・A refom of legislation in Indochina, PrOViding Vietnamese with

the same juridical guarantees ‘ aS the Europeans and abolition of the

special tribunals, an instrument of terror against the best Vietnamese.

一一Freedom of the press and freedom of opinion.

一一Freedom of association and freedom of assembly.

一一Freedom of emigration and residence abroad.

・一Right to education, OPenlng Of tec血ical and occupational

educational establishments for the population in all provinces.

"Substitution of a system of laws for the system of decrees.

'一In the Frcnch Parliament there must be a permanent Vietnamese

representative elected in his own country’in order to express the will

and aspirations of his countrymen.'一

A few days later, Other delegations and many French National

Assembly deputie”eCeived the same meSSageS. An attached note read‥

'一Esteemed Sir, On the occasion of the victory of the Allies, We Should,

with your pemission言ike to address to you a list of the wishes of the

people of Vietnam. Convinced in your magnanimity, We hope that you

wi11 support these′ demands　血ring their discussion by the

Plenipotentiary representatives.

一一On behalf of a group of Vietnamese patrjots, Nguyen Åi Qu6c.'一

The l.eSOlute Vietnamese youth with a珊e of papers under his am

v`・,aS Seen in the noisy corridors of Paris newspaper o鮒ces and crowded

halls rented for meetings and conf訂ences by trade unions and the

Socialist Party.

Louis Amoux, Chief of the Indochina section of the French political

police who would one day become chief of the security service in

Indochina, Shrugged his shoulders in bewildemcnt when the actions of

a certain Nguyen Åi Qu6c and the contents of an ”anti-French”

document he was dissem;nating, Were brought to his notice. He had

厨ught he knew al=he politically um.eliable Annamese in Paris’and

、棚infomcd of.c'Ver SteP ihey made. One ofthcm, Phan Chu T血l・ OWner
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。f a photo studio, had practica11y given up po看itical activity, and,

bcsidcs, COuld not havc written the documcnt in qucstion for he

respectcd France.

Thc la、vye「 Phan Vall Tr証Jng, also a rcsidcnt uf Paris though=o bc

a MaI-Xist, WaS Chiefly engagcd in trfm高誼ng political books into

Victnamcse and was not kl-OWn t(、 l:Ilgage in any …bveI高ve activity.

Thc only one out of Arnoux悠uId ilequai血I11CじS ¥¥‘ho could have

ventul・ed oII SuCh a coursc ofaction ¥同ヽ the embattled Phan B6i Ch金u

- but Amoux knew that Chau was in Sol血China and, besidcs, had

Only rcccntly publisllCd an articIc which, quite unexpectcdly, favoured

Franco-AlmameSe COOPeration.

Neither the ’’all-Seelng一一Arnoux nor the young patriot’s cIosest

friends lmew, nOr COuld have known, tllat thc author of the ”list of

Claims一一, One Nguyen Ai Qu6c, WaS thc ship,s kitchen boy V祖Ba, Or

the inquisitive youngster named Thinh, SOn Of the only scholar in the

Golden Lotus Village.

On June 29, 1919, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c was among the first readers of

the mommg PaPerS. The headlines in the bourgeois press were

triumphant. The Paris conference had culminated in the signmg Of a

PeaCe treaty that sign誼ed a complete victory for France. The country

had received practica11y everything it wanted: AIsace and Lorraine,

1argc l’eParations, and some of the German coIonies in Africa. The

newspapers reflected on the postwar arrangements in capitalist Europe,

Where France would play a dominant role. But nothing was said of the

fate of the coIonial peoples. The participants in the Paris conference had

SeCured a redivision of the world in favour of the victors, and were deaf

to the demands of coIonial and dependent countries. A conspiracy of

Si看ence surrounded the ’一List of Claims of the AnnameSe People.一’

To be sure, Åi Qu6c had enough experience by that time to know

that a petition could not have a decisivc effect. He considered his

initiative little more than convenient occasion to expose coIonialism and

attract the attention of Frcnch democrats to the situation in Vietnam,

and, last but no=east, tO rOuSe the Vietnamese themselves from their

lethargic sleep.
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St時he was assailed by bittcrness. Freedom, equality, and froternity

had turncd ou=o be words and nothing more・ a SmOkescrecn of the

bourgcoisie to concea=ts crimcs・ The cight points in his trList of

cIaimS'一did not go bcyond demanding autonomy within the French

Uni。n, and the fundamental freedoms of bourgeois dcmocracy" But this

had thc cffect ofa rcd rag. Thc impcrialists, honeycd wartimc promises

¥VCrC nOthing short of deccit. The way out? Struggle unto death. To win

indcpcndcnce「 thc coIonial pcoples had to throw ou=heir oppressors・

1ikc thc working people in Russia. Revolution was the only way to

break down the coIonial stronghold. The一一List of Claims’’was a

r)01itical manifesto hcralding a new stage in thc nationa=iberation
111OVement Of the Vietnamcsc.

B前L含m, a Veteran Of the Communist Party ofVietnam・ reCa=ed the

庇m。ndous impression that Nguy6n Åi Qu6c’s action made on

Indochincse emlgreS and those scrving in thc French army or navy.
"The French ca11ed it a bomb,一, he reca11cd〇一一We callcd it thundcr - a

spring thundcr that dispcrscd thc fog and the 。ouds. It gavc life to the

sprouts of frcedom that slumbercd decp within us. Going abroad in

scarch of a livclihood, WC all remained true to our country and dreamed

of scclng it free" So, We COuld not but rcvere the man who claimed

rights for his people. The Vietnamese in France began speaking of

lndcpcndence, Self-determination, and Nguy6n Åi Qu6c. That name

itsclf held a magic attraction for us・’’

The new name in the anti-COIonial movement and the dissemination

of一一scditious literature・一created a commontion among the French

authoritics in Indochina. On July 25, 1919, the Ministry for CoIonial

Affairs reccived a secret dispatch from ‘he Govemor of Cochin China.

一一Newspapcrs in the∴COIony have rcceived an inflammatory leaflet

from paris, entilc.d ’List of Claims of the Annamese People’一一it said, "It

is signcd by a Nguy6n Åi Qu6c on behalf of a group ofAnnamitcs" I

sh。uld be gratc餌for any information you have about the author. In his

letters he says the leaflet was also scnt t。 PCOPle in high placcs in Paris.

According to thc sccrct police in Cochin China, the man is known to the

Ml11iuty for CoIonial Affairs・''
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A cable to the same effect also arrived from the Govemor-General of

Indochil-a・ Saying that the一'List of ClailnS'一had been found on the

PCrSOn Of an arrested Tonkinese, tlle Govemor-General requested a看l the

avaiIable information about its author, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c, WllO WaS Said

to have distributed the leaflet among departing natives in the port of

The Vjetnamese coIonial press reactcd in its own way. The newspaper

ToI励’s F勅e wrote:一一Again Nguy6n Åi Qu6c! Recently we quoted the

text ofa pctition he had filed in Paris. Now the Iatest ship has brought us

the ’List ofClaims ofthe Aunamese people.’The text has also reachcd a

numbcr ofjoumalists, and o餌cers of various jnstituti。nS…・一

The reaction of the Ministry for CoIonial Affalrs was anything but

uneXPeCted: although thc war was over, it proIonged the postal

CenSOrShip in Vietnam and for Vietnamese living in France. In France

and Indochina police files were started on Nguy5n Åi Qu6c.Two secret

agentS Were assigned to shadow him. At the end of 1919, Photographs

Ofhim were珊ed by thc Paris police. In a report ofthe Interior Ministry,

investigators noted that the heart and soul of the Amamese movement

in Paris was a certain Nguy5n Åi Qu6c, Secretary-General of the

Association of Annam上tes Patriots.

That was when Louis Amoux’Who saw Nguy6n・s photograph for the

first time・ nOted his buming eyes and the resolution written on his face,

and said to o飾cials of the CoIonial Ministry that the young man,

See血ngly frail and fragile’WaS a man of vigour and action, and would

One day put an end to French dominance in Indochina,

Nguy6n had long wanted to tell cormon Frenchmen of the bitter

Plight of his countrymen. And his acquaintanceship with Gaston

Monmousseau’a PrOgreSSive 」Oumalist, editor ofLa Vie O初産re, and

Jean Longuet・ grandon of Karl Marx, editor of the socialist P`卵/aire,

helped him do so. It was di飾cult writing in a foreign tongue, but

gradually he leamed’helped by his new fuends, Who touched up his

COntributions.

Hc lamented that the French had so quickly forgotten the tens of

frousands of Vietnamese who had fought under the tricolour in the war,
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1aying down thcir lives in the fields ofFrance and Gemany, and in the

Balkans. He wrotc of thc appalling living conditions of the Vietnamese
"¥′Olunteers’’building roads and digging foundation ditches in the

northcm suburbs ofParis, He wrote, tOO, that the end ofthe war had

brought no l’e=c=o the Vietnamese despite France winnlng. On the

c。ntrary, thc number of Victnamesc scntenccd to a sIow dcath on

Poulo Condorc was rlSlng, aS WaS the numbcr of prlSOnCrS in thC

rcmote Tonkin province of Son La, and in France Guinea and New

Caledonia.

Through his contacts in the papers, Nguy6n picked up that meagre

and conflicting news came from Sovict Russia. He questioned his

Socialist friends about the Russian Revolution, and about Lenin and the

BoIsheviks. He wanted to understand them. That was not easy in those

days. The bourgcois press had mounted a slander compaign, distoring

the course of events in Russia. Postcrs put all over Paris depicted a

BoIshevik with a blood-Stained knife between his teeth, graSPmg a

woman by hcr hail●, With peasant huts buming in thc background. On

Othcr postcrs a hungry Russia grovelled in agony. In the bourgeois

newspapers, Nguyen rcad monstrous inventions about the country-that

thc BoIsheviks had loosencd a bloodbath, that the Soviets had

nationlised women, and that citizens had to filc a request before being

allowed to marry.

A=hc' end of 1918, the French govemment went over from hostilc

r)l・opaganda∴ to amed intervention against the young Soviet Republic.

An Anglo-French squadron dropped anchor in Sevastopol and Odessa.

Landing parties scized Kherson and Nikolayev, and thrust finher north.

Workers in France responded with mass actions in defence of the

Soviet Republic. Nguyen attended meetings held for several consecutive

days by the 2,000 workers of a mechanical works in the vicinity of his

house. He joined the Socialists distributing leaflets that called on people

io come out against the intervention in Russia.

MarccI Cachin made emotional exposures of those ’’who slandcrcd

時Russian l-CVOiution without cvcn [rying to understand its nature一一・
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Spcaking in the National Assembly, hc wamed‥ ’’Regardless of your

attitude towards the Russian Revolution, gCt yOur trOOPS Out C‘f there at

OnCC. If you don’t, French soldiers wi11 soon absorb the ideas of

BoIshekjヽ’ism and Revolution. They will thcn come home and do what

the German S0ldiers did who had been in Russia,’’

Th:lt, Ca。hill POiIltCd out, WaS thc unavoidable rcsult of any resort

to fo「cc. The !一eOPles would soon reaIise tha=hcy must secure the

SOlida証y of thいヾe ¥‘’ho suffer want and oppression.

CachiIl’s ¥‘川ds were prophetic. In April 1919, French units

quartered in Odessa, and seamen stationed in Sevastopol, Showed their

rcvolutionary mood by singing tlle //庇’I・I!aIioI?a/e and fraternising with

Russian workers. ’’Down with the War in Russia! Under this sIogan

Seamen formed revolutionary committees.

Nguy6n stumbled upon a sensational item in the papers. A coIonial

reglment Of Algerians, Moroccans and Vietnamese quatered in Odessa

had refused to fight for the interests of the French bourgeoisie. It went

OVer tO the side ofthe Rcd Amy.

Nguy6n did not know then that the man who raised the red flag on

the cruiser l陶枕でk-Row∫sea坤then at anchor in the Odessa harbour, WaS

a Vietnamese named TOn D寄c Thing - a Saigon schoolmate of his who

WOuld subsequently become a cIose comrade in the fight for a new

Vietnam.

’’I am sure,” TOn Dl子c Thing would say later,当hat any Vietnamese

Patriot, eSPeCially a worker, Who found himself in Russia at that

historical moment, WOuld have done exactly what I did, for to Iove

One’s country and to hate the imperialists means Ioving the October

Revolution and hating those who are against it.’’

The French authorities dealt most severely with the rebellious

Seamen. Andr6 Marty, a meChanic aboard a destroyer, and dozens of

his mates were sentenced to hard labour. But this did not halt the actions

in defence of Soviet Russia. Young Socialists in Paris went about

Slngmg a marCh written by Pau Vaillant Couturier. Meetings of

Nguy6n’s party section frequently ended with the singing of these lines

from Couturier’s march:
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71,朋/![S SIa高ed l',肋b/00d

Who sIaI一子ed I/Ie je)"r-year ll,aI・

Hal,e I?OI ol・eIでOIIle所e pI.OIld所・ee Sol・ieI

La11d- IaI?d (卵/Je lI,0′●ke′-S’句pe.

Gradually, Nguy6n set章led down. His party comradcs got him a

peI・lni′ de呼io雄and a work permit. With official papers in pockct, hc

had no trouble finding a job at a reputable photographerls. Finding

lodgings was more difficulしFew landladies wanted a Victnamese

lodger. Yet through Vaillant Couturier’s good o飾ces・ he fina11y moved

into an unpreposseSSing littlc room in the 17th arrondisement・ To

glimpse a slice ofblue sky he had to stick his head fdr out ofthe little

window facing the blank wa11 of an a句oining house. There was no

heating, and Nguy6n suifered from the cold. His ingenuity found a part

solution: before leaving for work in the moming he would put a brick

in the landlady,s fire, and at night take it up to his room wrapped in a

newspaper and exuding wamth.

The quarter he lived in was a poor’WOrking-Class neighbourhood.

Nguy6n saw the wretched life of its denizens. Once more, With his own

eyes, he saw the irreconcilable pattem of class antagonisms that racked

capitalist society. He put down his observations in a contribution to

L,Hz/Ina証6, entitled '一Paris一● and presented in the fom of a letter to his

cousin in Vietnam.

一一There,s a district in Paris that can by itself illustrate all sides of

life, the psychoIogy ofParis, Ofall France, Ofthe universe. Anyone who

“′antS tO Study the state of contemporary society will do well to visit

皿ee places - I,Etoile, Batignole and Epinette. You have always had a

fertile imagination and I am sure that upon reading these three names

you will have guessed the rung each oocupleS On the sacial ladder. I can

薄絹講藍器豊富霊豊富謹書
Edcn.

1 A play on words, for Epinette sounds as a diIr血ulive o=’epine, the French for l「lack

thom∴ Auth.
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’’L‘Etoile is a placc of cosmopolitan luxury, abundancc, and rcfincd

indolel-Ce・ It is a pttradisc for thC idlc ofall coIours and lands. SpIcndour

rulcs the day - C¥′en thc animals hc「c are magnificcnt. Thc money spcnt

。n Val.ious birds and pcdigrcc horscs would be cnough tO feed the

P(甲ulation ofonc ofoしl叩1・OVinccs・丁he mCaneSt Cur in this part ofParis

is bcttcr off than a wondng m種n.

’’The卓ynette is a=he bottom of the ladder: hcrc live paupers,

unwanted people, the r匂ects of other tWO Places. It is as though they

bcIo-1g tO SOmC Other brccd of l…一1anS - timid, 111Odest, Shy, CruShed by

the burden of thcir povcty" Watcl- Uncle l,reSS the sugarjuice out of sugar

Cane, and you wi11 gc=hc pictしIre・ The鮒’cet juicc runs down one side,

and the squeezed out remains al・Cし一n山e othcr. That is what you have here‥

Wealth and indolence on one side:wint and hard work on the other.'一

Contributing to left papers, Nguyin leamed how little, if anything,

the French knew of his country.

On January 4・ 1920’Jean, a SCCret agCnt ‘油o tailcd Nguy5n, rePOrted

to the Minister for CoIonial Affairs: ’’Monsieur Nguyen Åi Qu6c

COmPlained that other countries know nothing about Indochina. He had

SPOken to foreigners’and none of thcm knew a place like that existed.

They had never heard of it, and assumed批a白t was a border zone

between India and China. Nguy6n Åi Qu6c said he wanted to speak and

Write as much as possiblc about Indochina. He wanted membcrs of the

Socialist Party to mount a campalgn, SO that cverybody should know

What is rea=y going on in Indochina.一一

Nguy6n,s wish to let ordinary Frenchmcn know the truth about the

COIonialists’abuses in Indochina led to the thought of writing and

Publishing a book. In his very next rcport, SeCret agent Jean cities a

dialogue betw′Cen Nguy6n and L急m, a fricnd of his:

’’When do you expec=o finish your book`? L合m asked.

一’Hard to say. I necd a lot offresh material. I wouldn,t want to invent

anything. I’ll quote extracts from various books on French coIonialism.

Thc book will consist of four chapters - thc first about Indochina prlOr

to its scizure by the French, the second about what the coIonialists
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brough` tO Indochina・ the third about the prescn( Situation in Indochina,

and the fourth about Indochina’s future.

Nguy6n cntitled his book・ Which was rcady in March 1920, r/~`,

0瑠I・e服,d・

一・Monsicur Nguy6n Åi Qu6c, WrOte agCnt Jcan,一一intends to publish

thc book on his own money" He told L餌l l-e had savcd up 300 francs…

It is mOSt unlikdy that somc sccret organisation should have supplied

him With dny mOnCy, bccause hc is a finicky sort of person. Hc wants

血c book to bc pしIblishcd on his own savmgS.”

丁3ut thc manuSC叩t nCVCr reaChcd thc printer¥. On comlng home

oIIC night, Nguy6-1 fr)und it mjssing, Jean, a・man Who kncw ofNguy6n’s

cvcry stcp, had evidcntly stolen iしBut what Nguy6n hild dCCumPlishcd

¥us nOt WaStCd. He used a few of thc chaptcrs he ll証int。llしIed fo十’T/!e

()/甲‾C,∫Se〈1’’in a book that appcared in 1925, F′‾C,/I(互( ( //′用i5uI/()Il (川TI.ia/.

Hi5 111OVmg tU nCW Iodgings, eVCn thoしlgh血y am出血ed to an

しmhCatCd, Sma11 hillrdark r。Om, mean"hat nOW N即亘n問1、 fin種IICially

mdepcndent of Phan Chu Trinh and Phan V油　Trutmg. Thcir

rclationship had indced gradually grqwn cooIcr.

Phan Chu Trinh, eVidcntly affected by his arrest and r)ris間tcml,

hzld in effect abandoncd a11 political activities, and prcferred spending

hlS free timc in billiard halls. As n)r Phan Van Trutmg, hc wilS by l面しII・e

m用e attractcd to dcsk work. Hc had neithcr sk上ll nor the liking to ¥…rk

aml)ng r)COPle. And Nguy611 WaS angry at both for岨eir indiffel.enCC.

丁hcy, On the othCr hand, 1hOllght his conduct and ties with tlre

Association of Victnamcse P鉦riots a WOr岨ess and childish ¥′enturC.

Fiel・ce argumcnts w‘)uld break out bct“′CCn thcm. Thc sccrct agcnt$∵Who

ト中t an cyc on their l-OuSC rCPOl・tCd the noISy quarrCIs that occし皿Cd

eitCh night. noting that by a= c、・idcncc the vicws of Phan Chu Trinh

a11d Nguyen Ai Qu6c divergcd.

A Ministry for CoIonial Affairs file containcd the following notc:
“N興y6n Åi Qu6c is gradua11y bec。n証g an authoritativc leadcr of the

恒11a一一一itcs rcsidcn白n Francc, Whilc thc part playcd by Phan ChしI Tlinll

両Phan Vin Truhng is diminishing.一一
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Nguy6n was perturbed by the ideoIogical break with his friends. He

was fond ofboth ofthem, and grateful for a11 the good things they had

done for him. So their final encounter left a most bitter aftertaste. One

evenlng, aS uSual, thcy gathered in Truchg,s study. Stroking his

lnOuStaChe nervously, Trinh glanced vexatiously at Nguyen・

'一I was told you,re distributing leaflets,一, he said.

一一Yes, Claims of the Annamites. Truchg helped me with my French,

and the Association hcIpcd disseminate them in France and Indochina.

What’s wrong, Uncle Phan?’’

Tr同ng explained hastily,一.I did help, but I told him he was playing

a dangerous game・’一

一一An adventurer, that’s what you are,一’Tr蘭ng exclaimed. I’ve told

you before, and I,ll say it again‥ France is a civilised country. It is

bringing us enlightenment and knowledge. What we need are a few

reforms. Our troubles come from our weak-minded emperor, greedy

mandarins, feuda=ords, and the gentry. What we need is a republic and

the patemal hands of France.’’

Trinh was reared on strick Confucian traditions, and in political

debates preferred the lapidary style of the old Chinese writings’Where

characters usua11y stood for just the subject, Object, and predicate, While

many grarmatical aspects’SuCh as tense, mOOd, and so on, Were merely

implied.

一一What civilisation are you talking about, Uncle Phan? Nguy6n

asked acidly. '一Haven’t you heard of the coIonialists’cruelty? More

prlSOnS than schooIs, and all of them crowded. Vietnamese have been

stripped of elementary rights. We are oppressed, by what is worse is

that the coIonialists ply us wi血opium and drink - in order to make

idiots out of us. You ca11 that civilisation?’一

He cited a newspaper report of a French mechanic in H霜Ph6ng

Shooting a man who was pursulng a yOung WOman. The killed man

tumed out to be European. The killer said to justify the murder that he

had thought his victim was a native.

一一And what about the rising in Thal Nguyen?'一Nguy6n added

heatedly. ’一BIood was shed, and imocent people were executed・ It was
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provoked by M. Darles, the French resident. To squecze n-Oney Out Of

pcople・ he put them in jail’Where血ey were beaten. He burled people up

to their necks in the ground and did not release thcm unti=hey were half

dead. Do you think M. Darles was punishcd for it? N。t On yし一ur life!”

Truchg smiled sadly.

一・Did you think your petition would help?" hc askcd.

・一No, I didn,t,一・ Nguyen replied.一一But we血ustnl sit on our hands.

unite, Organise, gather strength. CoIonialists do not changc their spots.

To pIcad with them is like playing the lute to a buffalo. Force and

nothing but force wi11 win us freedom. Remember Le Lqi’Tねn Hmg

Dao, and Quang Trung. In Russia・ the peole have taken power into their

own hands. Our neighbour, China, has risen’tOO.一’

一'No, nO, and no. No force. Force would be the end,’一Tri血objected.

He added, aS though arguing agalnst his old ideoIogical adversary・ Phan

BOi Chau,一一嘩stn,tcount on foreign countries either. That’s stupid.’一

Truchg filled the pause by saylng:

'一Our task is to enlighten our people. Wc must bring them

knowledge. Political knowledge. Cautiously・ and sIowly. The way you

bchave, yOur SCandalours speeches at the club・ yOur leaflets - it’s

childish. There,s no other word for it. But it’s also dangerous・ The

POlice’11 be after you.”

The argument between the three lasted deep into the night. At that

time, Nguy6n did not know Marx,s pertinent thought that action is

more important than talk. The sixth sense of a real revolutionary

fi=ed Nguy6n with a yeaming for action - tO help those who were

fighting and rouse those who had resigned themselves to being

COIonial slaves.

Nguy6n did not lose contact with his elder fhends after he had

moved to the new place. He could not accept their views・ but had deep

respect for both of them for what they had done. Phan Chu Trinh had

been the idoI of the patriotic Vietnamese youth for years・ And when he

dicd suddenly in 1925, after having just retumed to his homeland・ all

dedicated Vietnamese took his death as a great national loss. As many
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as 140・000 people walked behind his co鮪n through the streets of

Saigon・ There were also public dcmonstrations in Hanoi,皿Ph6ng,

and Nam Dinh.

Phan Van TⅢchg・ the timid inte=ectual, had donc a lot by then to

dissemjnate Marxist knowledge Jn Vietnam. He had been the first lo

translate the Co′n′n勅isI MaI?碕Io into VietnalneSe, and had himself

Written dozcns of articles on Marxis=heory. On retuming home, he

Started a newspaper, AI?I肋nタWhich ranked as one of the most

PrOgreSSive publications in Cochin China in the 1920s.

But a break with his old friends, though painful, WaS becomng

inevitable. IdeoIogically, Nguyen was already far ahead of them. He

WaS foreign to any and all conservatism, and rqjected the social

utopias and political delusions of the Vietnamese national leaders of the

end# Of the 19th and early 20th centuries. A man of action, he had a

revolutionary psychology, and happily escaped the effects of any

dangerous refomist viruses. Unlike his old friends, he was about to

merge national patriotic ideals with the Marxist doctrine.

THE MAGIC SWORD

77]ere Js a /egend高oz”. CO初t′y・・・

abo地口he magic Brocade Bag・ men

佃Cing greal d師C朝晩eJ, One CPenS高

and万nds a way oz“... Leni扉∫m j∫ "O1

0nb, O mi朋c肌わ関Bmcade Bag, a

CO〃やa∬,助l a/so o mdian/鋤n

i批mi朋Jing o“r palh /O所al vicIoI÷,,

10 SOCialism aIId commlmism.

HるChf Minh

Fo11owing the foundation of the Third (Cormunist) Intemational on

Lenin’s initiative, the血ly revolutionary forces in the working-Class

movement in capitalist countries mounted a struggle agains白efOmist

50

lcadcrs and for the founding of cormunist parties・ that is・ Parties of a

ncw type called upon to lead the revolutionary movement and ra11y the

mass of the working people.

In France, the fight for a new type of party, and its a飾Iiation with

the Comintem, WaS headed by the revolutionary wing of the Socialist

Party. By the end of 1919, Withinjust a year ofthe conclusion ofWorld

War I, the Party,s membership had risen to nearly 100,000. Most ofthe

ncw members were young workers strongly influenced by the 1917

Socialist Revolution in Russia. This was the time the Party was joined

by Maurice Thorez and Jacques DucIos, later the foremost leaders of

thc French working-Class movement. The younger members in the Party

wcre ever more visibly opposed to refomist policies. They demanded

that the Socialist Party should quit the Second Intemational and join

Lenin’s Third.

The French section of the Russian Communist Party (BoIsheviks),

consisting, amOng Others, Of Inesse Armand, Jeanne Labourbe and

Jacques Sadoul, COntributed greatly to the spread of the ideas of the

Third Intemational among the working people of France. At the height

Of the May strikes of 1919 a new body sprang up in Paris which called

itself the Committee for A飾Iiation with the Third Intemational.

Members of the socialist revolutionary wlng SaW their task in

PrOPagating cormunist ideas・

Mectings of the Party’s district section, Which Nguyen did his best

to attend regularly, Were increaslngly reminiscent of a droning swam

Of wasps. successive speakers argued about the two Intemationals -

Which of them was better suited to fu血her the interests of the French

Workers. The arguments were made a11 the more vehement by the

impctuos French temperament. Nguy6n listened attentively, though not

CVCrything the speakers said was clear・ Some juggled with ’’clever一’

Words　-”utopian sociaIism’一, ’’anarchism一’, ’’refomism”, and

’’syndicalism一・, and with the names of Saint-Simon, Fourier, and

Blanqui. But gradually he began to grasp the overall picture.

The meetlngS, 1ike the Party, COmPrised three fairly distinctive

C亀mPS・ The lcft Socialists were for joining the Comintem, Which they

SaW∴ s thc h紅binger of truly revolutionary struggle for the liberation
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Of the working class from capitalist oppression- The right wing

demanded the revival of the Second Intemational, Which, they

maintained, WaS CIoser to the democratic traditions of the French

Republic. The middle-Of.the -rOaders, meanW皿e, known in the Party as

the Longuetists (their leader was Jean Longuet), Were for refurbishing the

Second Intemational by clearing it of all一・non-SOCialist一・ elements.

Nguy6n was distressed that the speakers discoursed exclusively

about the餌ure of the French working-Class movement, and made no

reference whatever to the fate of the coIonial peoples. At one meeting,

he asked for the floor:

’’Dear friends一一, he said,一一all ofyou are Socialists. That is splendid.

All of you want to liberate the working class. If so, What difference

is there between the Second, Third, and Second-and-a-Half Intemationals?

Whatever Intemational you JOm’yOu Will have to act together,

because you have the same goal. Why argue so much? While you

argue, my COmPatriots in Indochina are languishing under the

COIonial yoke…’'

After the meeting, a girl named Rose, Whom he knew before, tOld

him he did not see the difference between the Intemationals because he

WaS Still green.

"You,ll soon see what our arguments are all about,'・ she said. ’一The

issue has a strong bearing on the餌ure of our working class.'一

In his heart’Nguy6n was always with the left Socialists, those who

SPOke out for the coIonial peoples. It was among them that he found

friends. Yet his conscious option in favour of Leninsm came in 1920.

Qn July 16 and 17, L′助mani,6 publishcd tentative guidelines on the

hational and colonial questions fomulated by Lenin for the 2nd

Congress of the Communist Intemational. That was the first time

Nguyen read anything written by Lenin. He was stunned by the simple

Wisdom, Of Lenin’s ideas. He was ove可vyed to read that thc

’一Communist Intemational,s entire policy on the national and the

COIonial questions should rest primarily on a cIoser union of the

PrOletarians and the working masses of a看l nations and countries for a

」Olnt reVOlutionary struggle to overthrow the landow11erS and the
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hl)し汀gCOisic. This union alone wi11 guarantce victory over capitalism,

¥¥itht)ut which the abolition of national oppression and incquality lS

岬亜1ble--・(1)

「ul-岨c fiI.St timc in his life, Nguy6n rcad in so many words, With

`t準gering 11-1PaCt’tha川1C Cfforts of thc rcvolutional-y mOVemCn白n thc

metI.OPu出an coul証cs and thosc in岨c coIonial countrics should mcrgc.

He l・CとId about thc di証nctions and specificity of thc libcration

mし)¥・emCnt in coIonial and depcndent countries. Lenin stressed‥

'一Wjth rcgard to thC mOl‾e backwal‘d sta†es a量ld nations言n which

feudal or patriarchal and l,atriarchal-PeaSant relations predominate, it is

l,articularly important to bear in mind‥

一一… that all Communist partics must assist the bourgeois-democratic

liberation mo¥・emCn白n thCSC COuntrics, and that thc duty of rcndering血

重1roSt aCtivc assistancc rests pnmarily with [he workers of the countly the

backward nation is coIonia獲ly or financially dependent on.・・(2)

Nguy6n kcpt rcading somc ofthe passages over and over; he wantcd

t。 l-CaCh down to thc bottom of the Lenin’s idcas. Tcars of delight

dimmCd his cyes. He felt as though he had long and stubbornly climbed

u申=, Clinging to barcly visible pr句ections, his fingers blceding, until

nl)W, a=ast, hc saw the boundless spaces in a11 their beauty. For nine

ycar、 had hc Iooked for thc Magic Sword, the grcat truth that would

hl書1ng frcedom to his peopIc. And he had found it a=ast - the truly

l.eVuhtiuna「y, endlcssly divcrsc, universal Leninist doctrine, Whose

main pl・inciples werc equally applicable to thc advanccd capitalist

COuntrics and to thc backward peasant countrics of thc Fast.

Thus passed thc night. This time the dawn was not only the

f高erunncr ofa new day, but also the begiming ofa fundamentally new

Stagc in Nguy6n’s life. Lcni】1’s ideas captured him.上Ic was conquered

h)l・ good. Ycars latcr, aS Prcsidcnt of Frce Vietnam, he recollectcd:

i-In those Theses there wcre politica=cms that wcre difficu量t to

しInderstand. But by reading thcm again and again I “′aS final⊥y able to

gl-asp the csscntial part・ What emOtion, enthusiasm, enlightenment and

1申Lenln言へ()//e( ′c引V(),・五Vo上31 , Progrcss Publ-Shcrs点4oscow工977, P工46.

(二)lI)′(1中119
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COnfidence they communicatcd to me= wept forjoy. Sitting by myself

in my room, I would shout as if I were addrcssing large crowds:時1y

dear long-Suffering compatriots! T】lis is what we nced. this is our path

to libcration!’一

”Sincc then, I had complete confidence in Lenin言n t!1r) Third

Intcmational.一’

Nguy5n sent a lctter to the Committee for A餓1iatioll Wit吊hc Third

Intomational, aSking to be admitted as its member. And hC W思flCCeP:ed.

Now, he was one ofthe nlOSt aCtive speakers at mcctings o唖is section.

He attacked Lenin’s enemies, the enemies of thc Third Intcmational.

”Ifyou do not conderm coIonialism, ifyou do not side with the coIo血al

PeOPles,’’he said, ’’what kind ofrevolution are you then making?’’CilCCred

by young workers, he flung these words at thc oppo血Inists. On

beco血ng a mcmber of the Committee, he eagerly attended meetings of

Other sections, Where he articulately defended his ideas.

In Moscow on August 6, 1920, the 2nd Congress ofthc Comintern

Cndorsed the 2l conditions for admission to the Comintern. L’仇〃〃a/証〆

Published the full text of that important documcnt. Nguy6n’s attention

WaS attraCted to clause　8: ”The parties of countries where thc

bourgeoisie possesses coIonies and oppresses other nations must have

an cspecia11y clear line in the matter of coIonies and opprcssed

nationalities. Every party that wants to belong to the Third Intcmational

is obliged to cxpose the offences of ’’its own’imperialists in the coIonies

Without mercy; it is obliged to support any liberation movement in the

COIonies by deed rather than word, and demand the expulsion of its

OWn, homc-bred imperialists from these coIonies, Cultivate among the

WOrking people of its own country a truly fratemal attitude towards the

WOrking population of the coIonies and towards oppressed nationalitits,

and to conduct systematic agitation among their own troops against dny

and all oppression of the coIonial peoples.’’

The Committee for A餓1iation to the Third Intemational had no

residence of its own. I=eased various available prcmises, and k叩t

movmg from address to address. One day, at a mCCting in the Latin

Qual.ter, Nguyen got to know a young Frcnchnlan Who had 」uSt bccn

dcmobilised from the army. His name WaS Jacques Dudos. Though jle
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¥¥'ilS SC¥′en yearS Nguyen,s junior’they looked the same age, for like all

vICtnamCSe, Nguy6n was slim and straight’and had shining black hair,

¥油。l madc him look much younger than his agc・ Thcy mct regularly

狛11eetings. of the Committee・ and gradually became fi.iends.

DucIos reca11cd later: '一We spoke a lot about Soviet Russia whcn

co11ccting moncy in岨c streets to help the Russian Revolution cope with

the lmger and tl-C aftermaths of the blockade organised by France and

両ICr Entente countries,’’

Onc day, Nguy6n said thc Russian revolutio重I WaS in danger: '一Yet・’一

hc added, "it will defeat all its enemies, though many hardships lie ahead.’一

DucIos was only just starting on his activity in the party. He eagerly

questioncd Nguy6n about things he had not yet himselfunderstood. One

latc night, tlle tWO friends were trave11ing in a nearly empty car of the

paris subway. The usual smell of machine oil and bumt rubber hung

heavily in the air・ Jacques told Nguy6n that he had seen Vietnamese in

his native village in the foothills of the Pyrenees. They were empIoyed

in a m輔ary workshop, and lived in barracks behind barbed wire.

Jacques asked Nguyen why the wretches had le紐their homes. In

reply he heard the sad story of how his countrymen abused the

Victnamese. how they were stripped of elementary human rights, how

thcy were mercilessly exploited and forcibly tumed into alcoholics and

drug addicts.

一'That was a revelation,一一DucIos recollected. ’’For in France we were

told coIonial policy was a kind of export of civilisation. Thanks to

Nguyen I leamed the truth about French colonialism.一一

Bu=he main subject they discussed was the Comintem. In those

d:ly=hc young Socialists who favoured a珊iation with the Comintem

W「erc eagerly awaiting the retum from Moscow of Marcel Cachin and

thc Gcncral Secretary of the Socialist Party’Louis Frossard・ Who had

gone to meet Lenin and make contact with the goveming bodies ofthe

Co111intern. Would these two men cope with theirjob? Time and again,

Nguyin and Jacques ralSed and discussed this question. Both agreed

tha⊥ Froscard could not be tmSted as a po漢itical figure. And soon・

Fr暗証d bore them out by leaving the French Communist Party which
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he had himsclf hcIp to found. As for Cachin, hcre thcy differcd. DucIos

had never mct Cachin・ but had heard he was a ccntrist, Nguy6n,Who

knew Cachin welI, ¥‘llO llad cxplaincd thc Indochina situa血n to him,

WaS CaPtivatcd by thc f証t that evcn when Cachin backed thc idca of

’'war to thc finish'一・ he高′aS証= activcly opposcd to colo置lialism.

一一Nguyen thought bcttcr of Marcel Cachin,s probablc l)Crfomancc in

Moscow than I’'一Dudos rccoIIected. '一And hC PrOVCd righ上・・ Lenjn, tOO,

had different op-nions of Cachin and FrossilrdJhough bo油口証c「、 Cd in

’war to the finish,・ Lenin saw that thc Russjan Rcvolution haしmade a

StrOng lmPrCSSion on Cachin, and had trust in him. Hc ignorcd thc hints

that Cachin was a centrist. And I found that Nguy6n Ai Qudc・s叩inion

Of Cachin was practically the same as Lenin,s."

The Socialist Party of France joincd thc Comintcm. Thc timc was

ripe for a radical restructuring. Nguy6n used to say angrily that party

meetings had become a talking-Shop, With no one bothering to carry out

adopted decisions.

’’A revolutionary party:' he used to say to DucIos, '・must have tight

discipline・ Once a decisjon is taken, it has to be followed. It is high

time for us to form a new party where the parliamentaIγ Style of work
‘will be ruled out.一一

Cachin and Frossard came back from Russia. On Augus=3, the

Socialist Party held a mecting on the premiscs of the Paris circus.

People shoved and pushed to get cIoser to thc orators, for therc were

no Ioudspeakers in thosc days. Thousands of workers had come.

OCCuPying all the seats, SPi11ing over on the arena. Yet the tram and

Subway brought new masses of pcople, and the 30,000 who found no

Place inside the circus, milled in the a句oining streets, Nguy6n had bec`n

among the firs=o come, and found a comfortable seat.

When Cachin appeared, eVCrybody sang the /,!/er/7aIioI?alc’and

Chanted, '′Long livc Cachin! Long live Lenin! Long live the Soviets!一一

’’What a joy for an old Socialist who has dreamed of it for thirty years

to see a society in which labour alone has all thc power,'一Cachin said.

He said the Russian Revolution, Which had creatcd such a socicty, Paid

a heavy price for it.一'
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"We, tOO,・, he said, "are making it suffer, Since the soldiers of the

socialist Republic of Russia are being killed by French she11s fabricated

by French workers and transported by French railwaymen and sailors.

一'Gather strength, PeOPle of France! See what imperialist France is

up to, and think of your duty.’’

cachin said the French Socialists ought to study the experience of

the Russian Revolution・ He said the Third Intemational’unlike its

predecessors’had gone over to direct action against world imperialism.

It was uniting all nations, and giving them moral and material aid. He

said the Russian Revolution and the Comintem were arousing the

enslaved. Ideas of liberation were spreading in the East, tOO, and the

better minds and over the world were hoping for national independence

and freedom.

After his visit to Russia, Cachin became one of the most dedicated

members of the movement for affiliation with the Third Intemational.

He travelled all over France, tOOk part in dozens of meetings, eXPlaining

the substance of communism and expresslng COnfidence in the victory

of the Russian BoIshcviks. Cachin,s drive swung the scales. At the end

of 1 920 most French Socialists voted for a餌Iiation with the Comintem.

At the height of the Christmas holidays’On December 25・ 1920, the

Socialist Party held its national congress in the little town of Tours.

Among its 285 delegates, Nguyen Åi Qu敦らelected by his section for

his part in the Committee for A飾1iation, WaS the only representative

Of the French colonies.

The congress was held in the riding school next door to St. Julian’s

Cathcdral facing thc Loire. (During World War II the building was

bombed and bumed down.)

The riding schooI was hastily adapted for the congress by members

Of thc Iocal party branch. The presiding platform consisted of unpainted

Planks laid out on trestles; COllapsible chairs and tables were hired from

‘l S成(柾nks tradesman; a few garlands of flowers adomed the ceiling;

lうOrtraits of Jaures were hung on the walls, and behind the speakers’
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Platfom two large posters:一,Liberation o自hc working pcople is the

CauSe Of the working pcople!一, and一一Workcrs of All Countries, Unite一一.

Faithful to the tradition that dated to the romantic times of the

French Revolution・ COngrCSS dclegates seated themselves in separate

groups depending on their views. On the left were those who wanted

a珊Iiation with the Comintem, the Longuetists were in the centre (they

Were the ’十econstructors一一, those who wanted to mcrcly improvc the

Second Intemational), and on the right werc the social-Chauvinists,

fierce enemies of BoIshevism and Soviet Russia.

The debate went on for four days. Though the mdyority had from the

Start favoured the party,s a珊iation with the Comintel-n, the controversy

Was eXCeedingly sharp∴me sooial-Chauvinists and "reconstruぐtOrS'一seiz(;d

On CVCry OPPOrtunity to distort the tems of admission to the Comintem,

to slander those who favoured a餓Iiation, and to influence the final

decision ofthose who were not entirely clear about the goals and tasks

Of Cormunists. And the latter were fairly numerous.

At the height ofthe meeting the floor was given to Nguyen Åi Qu6c.

A murmur of approval resounded when the slim young man with a high

forehead and prominent cheek-bones, dressed in a fairly elegent suit of

CIothes specially borrowed for the occasion, rOSe tO SPeak. There was

no血crophl)ne, and Nguy6n spoke standing beside his seat.

’一I should be speaking of the world revolution,一, he said.一一But as a

Socialist I have come here with pain in my heart to protest agains=he

monstrous imperialist crimes in my country."

一’Bravo,’’someone shouted.

After describing the fierce colonial expIoitation, OPPreSSion,

discrimination, and abuse loosened on the Vietnamese, Nguy6n

exclaimed:

’一Twenty million Vietnamese or half as many as the population of

France’live a life of血sery. Yet they are said to be under the protection

Of France! The Socialist Party must take effective mcasures on behalf

Of the oppressed coIonial peoples.一一

Amidst shouts of approval, Jean Longuet cried‥
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一・Bu=・ve spoken in defence of the natives.一'

一一Haven,t I imposed a dictatorship ofsilence when I began to speak?

Nguyen Parried’CauSing merriment in the hall∴一The Party should

conduct socialist propaganda in a1=he coIonies. I should think that

a租iation with the Third Intemational with amount to the party

promislng tO reCOgnise the importance of the coIonial question.一’

A decisive moment came in the deliberations at nightfall on

December 29. Resolutions were put to the vote. One was ft)r affiliation

with th。 Third Intemational, anOther r吐vcted some of the 2l conditions

of the Comintem and suggested establishing contact with a11 socialist

organisations that had quit the Second Intemational・ The first was

submitted by Cachin, the second by Longuet. Cachin’s resolution won

70 per cent of the votes, including that ofNguy6n Åi Qu6c.

Delegates sang the /′頼′証o′tale・ ・・Long live Jau「es,'一shouted thc

right wingers.一・Long live Jaures and Lenin,・・ shouted those on the left.

The righトWingers and the一・reconstructors'一refused to subn証to the

mgivrtiy and walked out of the congress ha11・ Those who stayed

founded the Cormunist Party of France, whi吐became the French

section of the Comintem.

It was half past two in the momlng On December 30, 1920・ When

the Cormunist Party opened its Ist Congress. Those minutes were

historic not only for the French working-Class movement, but also

because they marked the initiation of the first Vietnamese Cormunist

who raised the Leninist bamer in the nationa=iberation movement of

After a spe11 of revolutionary activity under the national-democratic

banne串ghting against colonialism and imperialism’Nguyen Åi Qu6c

opted for Marxism-Leninism. Many years later he would say‥

'・At first it was patriotism, nOt yet COrmunism which led me to have

confidence in Lenin and the Third Intemational" Step by step・ in the

course of the struggle, Studying Marxism-Leninism and cngaglng ln

practical activities, I finally understood that only socialism and

communism can liberate the oppressed nations and the working people
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throughout the world from slavery. I understood then how indissolubly

Patriotism and proletarian internationalism were tied together.'・

Those who really love their country, Nguy5n used to say, those who

COnSider themselves a particle of the people and devote themselves to

the fight for national and socia=iberation, are bound to espouse

Marxism-Leninism. The Communists, he added, aS history shows every

day, are the most consistent and thc stoutest champions of ndtional

interests’Of the will of their peoples. They are巾Iy selfless fighters for

independence・ freedom’and the prosperity of thei「 countries.

THE COMMUNIST

Hb C催Mi/帆布証a南grt,alc血en,ice

WaS Jha出e ,ied ;′=he ′trvOlu’io棚′y

movemen/ J"　Vie/nam wilh　/he

i′硬手na/ional wo′勅g-Cん7SS mOVemenI,

a/‘d /ed脇e peq,le cy“Vie〃Iam O/oltg偽e

pa/h Ae Aad /′tZVel/ed届mseグーか)偽

padro癌m /O M宏I克sm-Le〃涼∫m.

LeDu名n

"Confidential. To the Minister of French CoIonies M. Albert Sarraut

from the Chief Jnspector of Indochinese troops in France. I hav。 th。

honour to report that last night I had a talk with Phan Chu Trinh. He

is in a sad condition - Sick and moneyless - and wants to go home. I

am sure you know his frame of mind. I should only like to add that he

is no troublemaker. Phan Chu Tri血is a nationalist. True, he nurses the

hope of seeing his country independent one day. But he believes that

Our PrOteCtOrate in Annam should continue.

’’Phan Chu Tri血,s ideas,珊ered by his ten years・ stay in France,

have no resemblance to those of Nguy6n Åi Qu6c. In fact, Trinh

disapproves of Nguy6n’s ideas and methods. I am convinced that the

best thing for us would be to grant Phan Chu Trinh・s request. I thereforc
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beg Your Excellency to pemit him to retum to his country’and to

instruct the Bank of Indochina to pay his fare.’一

The French guardians of the law in Indochina no Ionger feared Phan

Chu Trinh. His erstwhile patriotism had succumbed to his Francophile

views and finally sank to primitive co11aborationism. When departing

from France on February 3, 1925, he told an audience at the Salle des

Soci6t6s Savantes of his political views:

'一To survive and ,develop, the Asiatic lands need a material force.

France and France alone can help us. France, tOO, if it wants to maintain

its power in血e Far East, has a stake in cooperating with Vietnam. If

the two sides work together thcy will achieve everything. If they do

not, they will achieve nothing.”

This speech was Phan Chu Tri血’s political swan song. Young people

were the first to see that their idol has fallen, and ridiculed his ideas.

And the fewer fo11owers Phan Chu Trinh had言he greatcr were the

fears of the coIonial authorities conceming Nguy6n Åi Qu6c.

Meanwhile, the young Cormunist was occupied collecting money,

medical supplies and cIothing for hunger-Stricken Russia. He tried to

miss none of the party meetings that called 。n the French govemment

to lift the ecpnomic blockade of Soviet Russia and grant it dipIomatic

recognition. Often, he was seen among the speakers at discussion clubs.

And in his little room he worked late into the night, W正ing on the

COIonia=ssue for party newspapers. On Sundays, Nguyen began golng

to the Biblioth6que Nationale on Rue Richelieu. It was through Vaillant

Couturier, who took advantage of his National Assembly credentials,

that Nguyen was granted a pemanen=ibralγ PaSS. He was∴also a

frcquent visitor a=he Rue Lafayette headquarters of the French

Communist Party’s Central Committee, and was∴SOOn aPPOinted

member of its CoIonial Aflhirs Commission言n which he took charge

Of the Indochina section,

E¥′er since 1880, it was a tradition among the ordinary people of

Paris to lay flowers a=he foot of the Wall of the Communards at

Perc-Lachaise Cemetery at tlle end of May. Nguyen, tOO, Observed the
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tradition, and listened with rapt attention to speeches extolling the

Communards and calling on people to fo11ow their example.

All his free time Nguyen devoted to party work. Though he was

over 30, he had not yet given any girl a piece of red silk as is the

Vietnamese custom, SO that old man Moon could tie him.by a silken

thread to his chosen one. Possibly, there was a girl in his native Lotus

Village who, aCCOrding to feudal custom, the families had agreed would

be his life. But a lot of water had flowed beneath the bridge. For his

fe11ow villagers he was simply a msslng PerSOn. Even ifhis father had

at some time underwritten a contract with some family, its validity had

lapsed. And it was certainly not easy to find a fitting companion in a

foreign land. His frequent moves from country to country, the

p富Ofessional revolutionary,s ascetic way of life, and the rules of

consp賞raCy - all this pushed his personal affairs far to the background.

Nguyen Åi Qu6c simply remained a bachelor a11 his life.

A=he central Committee, Nguyen met progressive young people

from other French coIonies - A看gerians, Tunisians, Madagascans, and

so on. Gradually, they arrived at the idea of foming a joint

organisation, and in July 1921 founded what they ca11ed the

IntercoIonial Union. Nguyen was elected to its govemlng COmmittee.

The purpose of the Union, its rules said, WaS tO uhite colonials resident

in France for the commOn Struggle for national liberation. Two hundred

people joined at once, including all the members of two organisations
- the Assooiation of Vietnamcse Patriots and the Madagascan Human

Rights League.

One of the Unjon activists and a cIose friend of Nguyen’s was the

lawyer BIoncourt, a native of the An皿es. Some fifty years later, he

recollec書ed:

一一Nguy5n attended all meetings regularly. I saw he was dedicated to

the struggle for the liberation of all colonial and oppressed people - nOt

only in Vietnam, but all over the Earth. He had indomitable faith in

final victory For him the only way to national liberation was that of

revolution, His mind was set on the thought of national liberation, and

this shaped all his life accordingly. Once, When he leamed of the

barbarous French reprisals heaped on people in Dahomey, he was
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deeply incensed and suffered as greatly as though al=his was happenlng

in Vietnam to his own people. He was a humanist and intemationalist

in the full sense ofthe word.’’

Nguyen, a PrOlific contributor to the party press, knew the force

packed by the printed word. He suggested the IntercoIonial Union should

put out its own newspaper. Nguy6n and his friends called it Le Pa′・ia・

for the word indicatcd the actual s血ation of the oppressed and hun証ated

coIonial peoples. None o自he Union activists save Nguy6n had any

JOumalistic expericnce, and he was promptly chosen to run the paper.

Nguy6n called on Henri Barbusse and asked him to glVe a hand. At

that time, Barbusse headed Clarte, the international league of

progressive w血ers formed on his initiative" Its members inc山ded such

distinguished writers as Anatole France’Bamard ShaW’Upton Sinclair’

Rabindranath Tagore, and so on. Barbusse responded instantly. He even

found a room for the newspaper in the Clart6 building.　′

The first issue of Le PaI-ia appearcd on Apri=, 1922・ The title of

thc` One-Sheet tabloid-Size paper was givcn in three languages - French,

Arabic, and Chinese, thus emphasising its intemational nature. The

introductory message to the readership said it was the first newspaper

to represent the working people of a11 the French colonies.

Distribution ca11ed for ingenuity. At first, Le Pa′・ia was mailcd to

o珊cial addresses in Indochina, the African coIonies’and the West

Indics. But nearly all the mailed copies were seized by the local police.

Whcre upon arrangements were made for seamen to carry the

ncwspaper secretly.

Some copleS Were SOld in Paris among coIonials and Vietnamese

workers. Though most of the latter could not read・ they were told what

lt WaS about, and bought the paper a1=he same’aSking their French

matcs to read it to them. Le Paria was also put on sale at Paris

newsstalls controlled by the FCP, Nguy6n used to come to

Workers,meetings with a large number of copies・ Which he handed out

Silently" In the end, he climbed the platfom and said the newspaper’

Which exposed the coIonialist oppression’WaS being handed out free"
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'一But we should be grateful,一一he would add,一一if you volunteered some

money, eVen if it is only a sou.’’

Many Vietnamese sympathised with Nguy6n’s activity, but were

afraid of reprisals and sent him money secretly. One day a Vietnamese

studcnt slid into the /e PaI・ia office, looked about anxiously, and put 5

francs on the desk崎r the newspaper一'" And vanished at once. He was

the son of a prosperous collaborationist.

Nguyen was not only editor but also writer of most of the articles.

Besides, he produced cartoons and drawings. Responding to all

important events in Indochina and other French coIonies, he ridiculed

the mercenary coIonial regime. Le Paria was for him also a vehicle for

promoting the ideas of the Great October Socialist Revolution. While
bourgeois writers flung mud at the Cormunist Intemational’distorting

its policy, Le Pa′・ia spoke out loud and clear in its favour issue after

issue. '一The Cominte血,'一the paper wrote, ’一fights tirelessly against the

plunderous essence Qf the bourgeoisie in all countries of the world.

Study Marx. See the bri11iant embodiment of his ideas in Soviet Russia.

Communism is the ohly road to our liberation.’’

In the paper, Nguyen expounded his political and ideoIogical creed.

In the coIonies, he pointed out, reVOlution was the business of the mass

of the people. The Co叫munist Party, he amp睡ed, WaS the only party

that could take the national liberation struggle to餌1 and final victory.

This was a new word for the Vietnamese. Fired by Lenin’s ideas,

Nguyen had arrived at the conclusion that the Vietnamc?C reVOlution

could not do without Mafxism-Leninism and a polit車al working-Class

parly

In June 1922, a COIonial exhibition opened in Marseilles. It was to

show that the French were bearers of civilisation in their coIonial

empire・ Indochina, the pearl of the French colonies, WaS Widely on

display. Arful models of the Cambodian Angkor temples, Of ancient

Vietnamese pagodas, and old Hanoi streets aroused everybody’s

interest. Khmer dancers performed on a platform in the centre of the

exhibition grounds. Vietnamese rickshaws ran up and down the grounds

with lovers of Oriental exoticness ensconced in them.
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But the grCatCSt attraCtion was tlle Vietnamcse impcrial court which

the French brought to Marscj=es for the ol-Cnlng Of the cxhibition. It

arrivcd aboal・d tlm s.s. Po/’/Crs, ‘¥宜ch fle‘‘’a triangular orangc flag with

thc two red strips of thc il叩erial dyna、ty. Emperor Kl証D王nh whom

thc Frcnch installcd o!1 tllC Anna111itc thronc in 1916 in placc of thc

rebellious Duy T令n, Walkcd sIoⅥ′ly down the snow-White gangplank.

Thc most vicious of a= puppct cml)erOl’S aPPCarCd before the welcoming

crowd clad in the tl.aditiona=mPerial garb - a gOldfish tul’ban on llis

hCad, and :1 1ong晶k robc “周一elaboratc dragons embroidcred on it

drapmg him fi.om the nCCk to his fect. Bchind him CamC a tCn-yCar-Old

boy namcd Vinh Thuy. Three ycars latcr he woしIld bccome the last of

the emperors i-1 Vietnamcsc history under thc relgn title of Biio Dai"

Empcror K上品Dinh and his heir apparcnt werc acco重11Panicd by an

cnomOuS l.Ctinuc consIStlng Ofdignitaries dnd o飾c諒ls in rcsplendent garb.

At the foot of the gangplank, the hOnOured gucsts wc「c met by

Albert Sarraut. French Minister for Col()nial Affairs. Resr)Onding to

SarrこIut’s grceling, Khal Dinh wid p間lI,川Sly‥ ”Fl.anCe is oll=c‘aChe一二

Out of our fond handshake come g。l)d feelings as bし)th Oul’COu血ics

march forward together"’’

Nguy6n wrote an angry exposurc o自he extravaganza put on in

Marseilles. He dcscribed an episode that l)CCurrCd in Victnam shOrtly

beforc the opcnlng Of thc cxhibition‥ a Frenchman had bumcd a

Victnamese railwayman alive bccause hc thought the man had not been

r)rOmPt enOugh in carrymg Out his orders. ”In Marsei11es,’l Nguyるn

机Ote, ’’people cxtol thc humanc spirit ofFrancc, While in Vietnam they

k用our compatriots. In Marsc川es they hai=ndochina’s prosperity,

¥while in Vietnam peopIc die of hungcr.’’

Nguy6n dccidcd to try his hand at描atirical血erl¥Ide on Khdi D与nh,

el血Ied r/?C, Bu//7boo D/.ag(肌　From time jmmemorjal. VietnamCSe

Cl’aftsmen cut exotic dragons out of warpcd o「 twisted pieccs of

眉丁1boo. Though in Buddhist dcmonol。gy the dragon symbolised pO“・Cr

判d glory, the bamboo dragon, hUWCVCl i冊active it may have lookcd,

、可as nothing but a useless toy・ Similarly, a traitol・・ CVen though crl)Wned,

¥判nothing bllt a WretChcd toy in the hands of thC COIonialists.
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Nguy6n’s T/IぐBaII7boo D/.agOI! WaS Published in Le PaI・ia, and was then

Performed at one of thc L‘H研I?aI証をfestivals in a Paris suburb.

The coIonial prcss mounted a mudslinglng CamPalgn against Lc,

Pa/’ia・ The T面di印//叫5「 diu. a Saigon newspapcr, Publishcd a

pamphlet in which Nguy6n Ai Qu6c was describcd as一一a man of

excessivc ambitions’一・ When thc paper reached Paris, melnbers of thc

governlng COmmittcc of the書ntcmational Union called an emergcncy

meeting. The ncxt issue ofLc, Pa/.iu carried an article by a Vietnamese

resident in Francc, Nguy5n The Truyen.

"What arc Nguy6n Ai Qu6c,s excessive ambitions?一一he askcd. '一His

greatest ambition is the liberation of his countrymen who are living m

Slavery and are mercilessly exploited by ’he greedy coIonialists. What

mOre nOble ambition could there be?一一

INguych Ai Qu6c,s chest was not covcred with decorations,一一Truyen

Went on to say, ’’and no govemment remittances were sent to him. Yet

he was the personifroation of Vietnam’s hopes and aspirations.’’

’一Last year in Vjctnam,′一Tru華n wrotc,一一I heard many lnSPlrmg

StOries about Nguy6n passed from mouth to mouth. An old lady whし)5e

two sons were jailcd by the French, aSked me if I knew him. And a

boy whose father the French thought suspicious and put away ln PrlSOn-

kept askjng me, ,一Oh, Please, tell me what Nguy6n Åi Qu6c Iooks like.

Is he rea11y like all ofus, a man Offlesh and bone?’一

The Fl‘ench secret police kept an eye on all people coming from the

coIonies. Their interes白n Nguyen Åi Qu6c after he joined the CP of

France and began putting out Le Pa/・ia, WaS eSPeCially great. Wherever

he went, PlaincIothesmen were sure to follow. Often, they did not

bother to concea=hcmselves, though when he was at meetings or

COnferences, they stayed outside for they feared what the workers would

do to them- In the end, Nguy6n had to leam things all revolutionaries

had to know - the art ofsecurity. Gradually, he leamed, and those who

Shadowed him found their job getting harder.

The landlady, tOO, nOticed this side in Nguy6n’s life. ’’Monsieur H6,"

She said years later, ’’led a secluded life. I could never be sure ifhe was

Still at home. That was how, One day, he disappeared forever.'一
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The 2nd Congress of the French Communist Party gathered in

Marseillcs, and once mOrC Nguy6n was elected delegate as member of

thc Central Committee,s CoIonial Affa証s Commission. On arrivlng

from Paris, hc and a few othcr delegates approachcd the building wherc

thC COngreSS “′aS tO take place. Out of nowhere two plaindothesmen

」umPed on him. But Nguyen was quicker. He slipped out oftheir hands,

alld ran insidc the building, “′hcre thc policemcn did not dare follow.

The congress opened, and Nguy6n was elcctcd to its prcsiding party.

Hc spoke on the coIonial question・ and proposed a resolution・

一,Communism and the CoIonies一一, drafted by the Party’s CoIonial Affairs

Commission in keeping with thc Comintem linc.

Whcn the sitting was ovcr` th1-SC ‘lmOng thc dclegatcs who wcre

喜11embcrs of the Marsci11cs municipality :lnd thC National Assembly

surroundcd Nguy6n and led him across thc city past po=ce patroIs to a

safe place. On the followlng day, L,a′′7i祝, Pe叩/c, Ca重11e Out With a

stl-Ong PrOtCSt agains=he behaviour of the Marseilles police. ”Tlle

Fl.enC]▲ lVOrking clas訂' it ‘活otc∴'“刷not sit by and “′at。l Sueh

disgrace蝕bchav血r" It -“刑protest mo旧ehemcntly jfthe police goes

agaisnt the law flnd arrests Nguy6n Åi Qu6c. Thc cntire Co皿llUnisl・

Party agrees with Nguych Åi Qu6c’s words ofpain and angcr in suplrort

し)l nativc workers victimised b)′ imPerialist coIonialsits. If砧ey want us

to kccp quict thcy will havc to impr即n nOt Only the Annamite delcgale

but a廿delegates [O the 。ongrcss・ a!1 members ofthe Communist Party"`一

When Nguy6n rcturned to Paris・ his cmPIoyer infomed hin一、・eXCdly

血t the police had becn to hlS Studio and had tumed evcrything upsidc

dし)Wn. The police had told him he would have trouble for hiring a

当r。ublemaker・・. The empIoyer said Nguy6n,s fu,・te dide′而4 had becn

inva]idated, and that to kecp hisjob hc would have to havc it reneⅥγed.

Meanwhile, he reduced Nguy6n’s salaIy.

It never rains but it pours. After a few hoし一rS in a queue at policc

headquarters, Nguy6n caught p宣leumOnia. And while he was in hospita上

Ilis cmpIoyer hircd someone dse iし血a p】ace.

ro make ends meet, Nguyen ad‘/ei・tised his serviccs as a retoucher of

中朝ographs in Lの・i戸o問・rd/十・ AIso・ hc callcd on the coal mcrchants in

h時icinjty and offercd to make signboards for thcm" Hc also had olders
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fro111 Curio shops to draw Chincse-Style pICtureS On PaPer fans and

¥′aSCS" Usually such pICtureS WCre aCCOmPanicd with a few characters

wishing hal)Piness, luck, PrO叩Crity, and the likc, Now and then,

Nguy6n “.ould w.rite other chal.aCterS in岨cir stcad, mCanlng ’’down

W冊jmpcrialism’,・ That was how ostcnsibly medieval artifacts landed

On thc∴Shdvcs of curjo chops and finally adomed岨e rooms of

ul「S11Spee血g pul“Chascrぶ、

丁hc idcoIogical thrust Qf Le Pul・ia, nO matter how modest its

innuence「 trOubled tllC French　-auth(証tics. The Colonial Affairs

M証st「y classificd thc p叩el・ aS∴SCditious litcraturc and banned its

. dissemination in thc coIonics. Issucs of the PaPer found aboard Frcnch

Shir)aleaving for thc colし)nies wcrc to bc destrl)yed on thc spot.

In early 1923, A細bert Sarrau白nformCd Maurice Long, Govemor-

Gencral of Indochina, that the govemment intended to arrcst Nguy6n Åi

Qu6c and ship him to Victnam under thc sしIrVCillance ofthe local police

because his activity in France was becoming l-Olitically dangcrous.

Govcmor-Gcrenal Long cabled back categorical objcctions, It would be

the lesser of two c¥′ils to kcep Nguy6n Åi Qし16c out of Vietnam, Where

he was increasingly popular.

One night, the concierge met Nguy6n with an ingratiating smile.

’一Oh, Monsieur Nguy6n, yOu’ve come up in this world,一’she said,

handing him an o餓cial-1ooking envelope‥ Monsieur Albcri Sarraut

himsclf was inviting him for a chat.

Nguy6n had no choice but to comPly. A=he gate of the old ministIγ

bu=ding. a National Guardslnan CXamincd hjs papcrs" A few seconds

later, Nguy6n was marching across the cobblcstones of thc inner yard.

A stiffo飾cial in a black suit gcstured to him silently, and brought him

to a large study profusely adorned with Eastcm curios and a正facts. A

baldish middle-agCd man came from bchind his dcsk to meet him, a

mOnOCle over his right cyc.

丁his was thc first time Nguy6n saw one ofthe powerful men ofthc

¥¥’orl‘口hC CoIonial Aff霜rs Minister, at SuCh cIose range. For him and

all other frecthinking Vietnamese, thc man was the incarnation of the

evil colonial policies in Indochina. This WaS the man who had control

OVer ten-itories tota=ing 4 m皿on square kilometers with a population
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of 60 m皿on speaking twenty different languages. From 1917 to 1919’

M. Albert Sarraut had been Govemor-General of Indochina, Where his

cruelty in suppressing the people of Cochin China eamed him the title

of Saigon butcher. In his book, Le ,′~ise c,=・aIe“,・ des∴CO/0′~ie∫

布I7Caiscs, he stood before his readers as an ardent protector of the

interestS Of French capitalism.

His eye glittering bchind thc monocle. M. Sarraut examined the frail

vietnamese who seemed to have sunk into the large sof=eather

armchair. Then, ln a SChooltcacher,s voice, the minister said:

一一Troublemakers connected vI刷the Russian BoIsheviks have made

an appearance in France. Thcy are in contact witll Canton, and through

canton with Annam. They are plaming to make trouble in Indochina.

France is merci餌, bu[ it is not golng tO Suffer this forever. We are

strong enough to crush the rebels"’’

He showed by compressing his fist how easily the rebels would be

c「しIShed, and went on to say that he liked people of Nguy6n’s mould

who had a purpose and will-POWer・

・・W皿power,'一he said, '一is splendid. But one must also have

understanding. Let bygones be bygones. If you happen to want

anything, I’m always at your scrvice. Now that we know each other・

you can apply directly to me...’'

Nguy6n stood up. Looking straight into Sarraut,s face’barely

COntrO11ing himself; he said:

'一Thank you, Monsieur Sarraut. The main thing in my life’and what

I need most of a11, is freedom for my compatriots, and independence for

my country. May I go now?一’

On the way home, Nguy6n rcflected on the interview. In that brief

duel of wits disguised by polite tums of phrase, he had managed to put

in thc last word. To Nguy6n, this little triumph seemed a kind of

h{lrbinger of his people・s comng VICtOry OVer COIonialism.

Thirty years later, When the French expeditionary coIPS Surrendered

詰Dien Bien Phも, Albert Sanaut, nOW Chaiman ofthe Asscmbly ofthe

巨onch Union, may have recalled that brief encounter with the man wl")

間then言OO, eXprCSSed assu「ance that the ideas of liberation w(、uld

申し腫1ph
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’’Comrade Nguyen’it has been decided to send you to Soviet Russia

to work for the Comintern. At the request of Comrade Manuilsky of

the Comintem Executive.一一

Nguy6n could not believe his ears. Was his dream to come true at

last? Would he see Moscow and Lenin? He remembered how he had

met Manuilsky. It was at the 3rd Congress of the FCP in Paris in

October 1922・ Nguy6n was invited to the presiding party as a

representative of the French coIonies, and there met the first Soviet

PerSOn in his life. Though the oppo血nists headed by Frossard did

manage’in effect・ tO thwart the work of the Congress, Nguyen had had

an oppo血nity to speak, and had the coIonial question put on the agenda

as a leading item. Manuilsky had liked his impetuous∴SPCeCh.

Listenmg・ he nodded his head in approval and applauded along with

the rest when Nguyen ended his intervention with these words:一・It

is every Communist,s duty to further the liberation of the coIonial

PeOPles. ’’

A few months later, When the Executive of the Conrintern had

instructed him to make the main report on the national and coIonial

question at its 5th Congress, Dmitry Manuilsky remembered the

energetic young vIetnamese he had met in Paris, and advised the

French comrades to send him to Moscow.

Travel重ing from France to Russia was a dangerous undertaking in

those days. Nguy6n had himself taken part in meetings of protest

against k皿ngs of French Comunists en route to or returning from

Russia by pelice hirelings. The French authorities persisted in their

hostility towards the Soviet state・ The one more or less safe route from

Paris to Moscow lay through Gemany, the only great power that then

maintained normal relations with Soviet Russia.

Before his departure Nguy色n had to go through some in正cate

PrOCedures to mislead the police in preparation for his disappearance

from Paris. He wrote several articles and notes for Le Paria and the

French party papers to be published after bis depa巾re, Creating the

impression that he was somewhere in France. To confuse the agents

Who shadowed him, he adopted an indolent way of life, SuggeSting that

he had given up politics. He worked in the mornlngS, SPen=he
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誼cmoons in the ljbrary or a museum, and went to the movies in the

l}Venings. As the days of this unchanging monotonous routine passed,

the agents became less watchful.

One dark June evening, Nguyen bought a ticket to the cinema as

usual for the Iast show. Long before the film ended, however, he slipped

out by an auxiliary exit he had noted before. It was a matter of minutes

to run down to the subway and head for the railway station, Where a

French comrade was waiting for him with his small suitcasc.

Paris nigh=ife was as exuberant as ever. G聞ering advcrtisements

llt uP the streets, the cabarets in Montmartre and along the main

boulevards attracted crowds of customeI.S. Vans laden w皿oranges,

Cauliflower, beef pork, and so on were already heading through the

streets for les Halles centrales, the famous Parisian market. In tlle b[雅k

Sky an aixplane was advertising Citroさn cars’The lights atop the Eiffel

tower shone in all directions.

Nguyきn was leaving the city寅)r long, if not forever. He had decided

by then that from Russia he would at last head for home. The six years

he had spent in Paris had not been wasted. He had become a

Communist, a PraCtitioner of Leninism, the surest of all revolutionary

tcachings. He had looked for and found the way to his people・s

liberation - the thought of which had sent him on his travels abroad.

Hc had gone through a severe school, had leamed to work, had picked

up knowledgc, had absorbed the basics of revolutionary struggle, and

had become a professional revolutionary.

The only person he had told of his going td Moscow was his cIose

frlend BIoncourt. And the letter of goodbye which he had written to his

friends in the IntercoIonial Union and Le Paria (he had said he was′

going to the countryside to rest up), he also left with BIoncourt.

This letter, Which abounded in fervent faith, is worth reproducing,

ifonly in part:

’’Dear friends’We have worked together a long time. Though we are

博)Ple of different races, different countries, different religions, We are

航ehed to each other as brothers of the same family.
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一’All of us suffer from the atrocities of coIonialism and are fighting

for a common ideal: the liberation of our people are the independence

Of our fatherland. We are not alone in our st則ggle, because we have

the support of our entire people, Of the French democrats, the true

Frenchmen who stand by us.’’

'′Our cormon work in the IntercoIonial Union and Le Pa/・ia has

borne good results. It has shown France the real situation in the French

co看onies. France is now aware of the fact that the coIonialist sharks

abuse the name and honour of France to plunder us and multiply their

PrOfits. Our work has helped to arouse our countrymen, and has helped

them to see the real France, the country that first raised the sIogan of

liberty, equality, and fratemity. But a lot sti11 has to be accomplished.

What precisely?’’

’’This question must not be answered automatically. -Everything

depends on the conditions in each country. For me the question is clear:

I have got to go back home, tO r匂oin my people, tO rOuSe it, tO Organise,

to rally, and to prime for the struggle for freedom and independence…’’

To escape the agents who were shadowing him, Nguyen put on an

elegant suit and took a first-Class ticket on the Paris-Berlin express. As

he recollected once, he was smoking an expensive Havana clgar, and

POSmg aS a Wealthy businessman. In Berlin he was met by a Geman

COIⅢade, Who then called at the Soviet mission and asked for entry

PaPerS for a member of the French Communist Party, a native of

Indochina, Who was going to work in the Comintem in Moscow. Soon,

Nguyen was given entry papers in the name of photographer T血l Vang,

and a few days later arrived in Petrograd on a Soviet ship, the Ka′イ

Lieb励echらWhich he boarded in Hamburg.

Most authors writing about H6 Chf Minh say, for some reason, that

the first time he came to Soviet Russia was in 1924. But the entry

PaPerS issued to him in the name of Tぬn Vang by the Soviet mission

in Germany, rePudiate this version. The border guards had stamped血s

PaPerS On June 30, 1923, aS he disembarked in Petrograd.

Nguyen’s disappearance creatcd a corrmotion in the French secret

POlice. The archives of the CoIonial Affairs Ministry still have copleS
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し)f dispatches which thc Sdl・Ct6 scnt Albcrt Sarraut. A dispatch dated

同y 3(上1923, for cxal一叩Ie, Saill Nguyen Ai Qu6c had told pcopIc hc

¥冊Il`小川g Oll a ton-day ¥'acation. A month h{ld passcd and he was not

しつこ1Ck.

丁h叩a dispatch ofOじtObcr 8: "In reply to your inqul一・y OfAugust

3()言n ¥¥hicl- yOu証、皿CdしIS that Ng‘ly6n Ai Qu6c, dn Ånnal11itc

l・eluluti(川al.y, mCmbcr of conm↑unisfro l)rganisations dnd cし航or of Lc’

I)し//.iu, has dirapl,eared, “′C havc thc honour to inform you that ¥VC arC

泣al・Chi11g fur Nguy6n T前Th:しnh, also known by the namC Of Nguy6n

子¥i Qし1奇c, high and lo“▼, but so far wc ha¥′e nOt found hill工’

Not until a ycar later言n October 1924, did the Colol-ial Affairs

Mini血y l-eCeive a coded message from航e French Embassy言ust

opcncd in Moscow aftcr the establishment of Franco-Soviet dipIomatic

r。Iati。nS, tha=lle COmmunis=roublcmakcr, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c, WaS in

the Sovict Union.

THE COUNTRY OF TRAILBLAZERS

Incrcdible tl・ials bcfel=hC Sovict Rcpublic in its early ycars -

dislocation, hunger言mpcrialist blockade, foreign armed intcrvcntion,

and civil war makc up a far from comp看cte list. No=his, however,

imPrCSSed itself upon thc memory of people who ‘′isitcd So‘′iet Russia

in those unforgettable timeS. Thcy told thcir fi.iends and comrades about

the bumlng Crimson of the revolutionary standards adorning the strcets

a両　squares of old Moscow, and about thc truly indomitable

re、Olし一tiollary enthusiasm of the workcrs∴and peasants, and about the

i‘=-eOnquCring faith of the BoIshcviks in final victory - a f証th that also

inspircd visiting fricnds from abroad.

i-Nonc of us feft cold in the light ovc】-COatS intclldcd for wear in

R()me, (ienoa or NapIcs. Ou「 hcarts bcat fa涙一∴ l)ur Checks bumed and

間r cyes WCrC alight:一wl・Ote Giovanni Gcl・manettO, a∴、′CtCl-an Of thc
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Italian Communist Party and a cIose簡end ofNguy6n Åi Qu6c,s, about

his first visit to Soviet Russia,

The same feelings, Only enhanced by his impetuous character and

his bent for romanticism, Seized Nguy6n, the firs† Vietnamese

Communist when he disembarked in Petrograd. He inhaled the smcll of

the sea and factory smoke - the life-giving air of the country where

PrOletarian revolution had won.

He had no papers on him exccpt the entrance certificatc issued in

lhe∴皿ame Of Tねn Vang. His purse was practically empty. All his

SaVings had been swallowed up by the monstrous inflation in Germany,

Where he had had to pay thousands of marks for a newspaper. All his

belongings were packed in a small suitcase.

But these trifles had no meaning for him. He was imbued with a

SenSe Of elation and triumph over being the first Vietnamese to set foot

in the country where his dreams of freedom and happiness had already

COme true, and where people who had been oppressed and humiliated

for centuries had now become captains of their own fate. He was strong

and vigorous, and only 33 years old. From this great country, the cradle

Of the world revolution, he would blaze the trail to the liberation of his

OWn land. Perhaps, tOO, his wish would come true and he would meet

the great Lenin. It was this cherished wish that he passed on in the first

few minutes of his stay on Soviet soil to the border guard examlnlng

his papers.

”What is the purpose ofyour coming to Soviet Russia?’’the border

guard had asked.

’’Well, first of all, I’d like to see Lenin.’’

”When I first came to the Soviet Union,’’he recollected later, ”I saw

the hard conditions under which the Soviet land set out on its expIoit.

Words fail me to describe the enormous heroism and dedication of

the workers and peasants who had begun to build socialism. Yct the

first several achievements of the Soviet people were already visible.

And this rapid progress of the Soviet land cheered us revolutionaries

and filled us with pride for the cause of the Great October Socialist

R己volution.一一
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Many of the皿ngs Nguyen saw in Moscow differed considerably

from Wllat he had expected to see. The French bourgeois press had gone

l)ut Of its way to sling mud at the worker-PeaSant COuntry. Truth餌

l・叫l・tS from Soviet Russia・ On the other hand’arrived with much delay.

Thc cvidcncc of cyewitncsses, tOO’failed to keep up with the rapid

coursc of events.

The New Economic Po看icy launched by thc BoIsheviks under

Lcnin,s guidance had bcgun to yield ever more visible results. The

ycars of hungcr and dislocation’thc fuel crisis and the transport

problcm・ Were rCCeding lntO the past. Thc country was enterlng a Period

of cconomic upswing. The countryside reportcd bumper harvests. The

first trainloads of grain for export were convergmg On the Petrograd

port from a11 parts of the cou血y. The newspapers regularly amounced

prlCC reductions for manufactured goods. In the main Moscow streets
onc could find advertisements saying prices for a wide variety of goods

had been reduced 40 per cent∴一A prize to anyone who finds any item

in GUM (State Department Store) dearer than in other shops,’一said one

brightly coIoured notice.

Lenin ended his speech at a plenary meeting ofthe Moscow Soviet-

the great leader・s last speech - On the f 〕1lowing optimistic and prophetic

notc,一'NEP Russia will bccome socialist Russia.一' And the first tokens

of socialism were, indecd, ’surfacing, thus bearing out Lenin,s bri11iant

PrOPhccy.

The Sovict Govemmcnt adopted what was in those days a big and

note-WOrthy decision‥ tO hold an All-Russia Agricu血ral Exhibition・ the

first in the history of the young worker-PeaSant State. It opened in

Moscow in August 1923〇一一One more victory for the revolutionnary

prOIctariat,一一commented Pral,(to.

On a Sunday, Nguy6n, along with othcr Comintern courades, Visited

thc cxhibition. He reviewed a11 the displays in silent wonder. Admiring

thc smiling sunbumed visages of the peasan=ads who had come to

Moscow from different Russian gubemias and other Soviet republics’

lle listc‘nCd raptly to wllat they said about their work as they showed

Visitors thc fruit oftheir labours - Shea鳥ofwhcat and rye, mOuntains of

Snow-White cotton, and beautiful handmade carpets.
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Likc l油cr Comintcm peopIc, Nguy5n wa叩ut uP a=hC Lux Ho[c‘l.

Fl.Om thc'l-C his routc lay to Ma11Cge SqしIarC‘ {md Mし)kho¥’ay‘l Stltet.

Itl i- bし直Iing thCI-C, facil-g Tl・l)itsky La-1じ. OIlr)O高じf庇Rし冊y‘一nisc、′

Museum (noⅥ′　thc Lcnin Libl.al-y), WCl・e lhe head　証iec``　Uf血

Comi11tCl.n’s Exccuti¥′e Committee.

Ngし一ych “「as attached to thc Eastcm Dcpar血軌0白鳥〔高畠血m

王xecllti‘-e・ Accust‘一mCd to rising cこ-rly, hc w皿IJ w引k out可帖軌el

W皿しhe fil’St rayS Of thc sun al-d go up T¥′CrSkaya (11O¥l7 G高)′ S1ふeCt)

to RcしI Squa萱.C. Looking up fl=hc crond:lted Krじm1in Ⅵ′a= anJ lhc

allCicnt Krcmlin towers, hc would rcca11 a history lesson at油e N証、nal

Co11cgc a=†uc Whcn the French tcacllCr tOld them of Emperor

Ni-POIcoI置Standing atop thc Krcmlin wa11 and gazil教g With pained cycs

at Mo持ow in flamCS, a Moscow his t置-0し)PS h:ld cntered bし1t WOしIld nc`Ver

COnquCr"

Thc first thing Nguy6n did whcn hc joincd thc Eastcm Departmcnt

WaS tO Writc a lctter to thc Prcsidium of thC Comintcm Exccl事tive,

Setti!1g五両h his idcas abl)ut thc libcl-ation movcmcnt in萱ndochi11a. Hc

POmtCd out that pl‾OIctarians in that Frcnch coIony Wcre no mOrC lhan

2 pcr ccIlt Of total population and had to no organisation of thcir own.

The mass o子pcas{lntS, he addcd, WaS thc most handicappcd r)art Ofthc

POpulation and thcrcfore had a high l-CVOll」tionary potcntial. He

COnSidered the intclligcntsia a nationalist rcvolutionary fol-CC.

Onc 。f the primc cl皿1itions for the libcration mOVCmen=O m諒c

hCadway in Indochina, he wrotc, WaS tO SeCurC 」unt aCtion by

Communists and rcvolutionary patriotic elcmcnts. Nguy6n reca=cd

Lenin’s idca that rcvolutionarics in thC COIonics should jl)in forccs witll

thc working pcople of the metropolitan coulltries and thc fir t ! OCiaIist

land, Russia. Hc suggestcd cstablislling reliablc c。nmⅢnicati川S

bctwee重1 Moscow, Indochina, and Paris. Hc urged thc Comintcrn

lcadership to dcvote morc attcntion to libcration moヽ周llCntS in coIol壷l

COuntries and dcpcndcncics, including Indochina, ”Thc opprcssed

P。OPles of thc colonies:一hc wl●OtC, ’一havc becn arouscd by t漢lC CCho of

thC Octobcr Socialist Rcvolution, and arc tumlng lnStinctivcly to our

Intematio11al, thC O!lly political party that is sllOWing a fi.atcma=ntcl・eSt

in t看lCm and on which thcy pin al=hcir hopes o=ibel‾ation:’
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From his first days in Moscow, Nguyen won a large number of

fricnds and acquaintances’ eSPeCia1看y among Soviet people and

乱)rClgnerS aSSOCiated with the Comintem. They spoke of him as of a

chaming, knowledgcable pcrson who had a knack of winning people’s

afffection. No small part hcre was played by his being thc first

Communist to come from remote Vietnam.

In those days言hat French一'ovcrseas provincc一一was for many a land

of mystery at the very end of the world if not on some other planet.

丁ruc, Russians were already in the know about Vietnam. In the

111id-19th century, Russian writer Stanyukovich’Who had visited the

country repeatedly on his voyages, WrOte With compassion and anger

about the French conquerors, abuses in Cochin China. And pcet

Gumilev extolled the exotic splendours of Vietnam in his poetry.

The first contacts between Soviet peopIc and the Victnamese dated

back to 1919. A Vietnamese unit, aS I have said earlie丁, Went OVer tO

the side of the revolution in the rcgion of Odessa, the port where the

Frcnch intervention troops were mainly concentrated, and later also in

Vladivostok, Where France landed an血dochinese rifles battalion to

back up U.S, and Japanese troaps. Now, finally, Moscow had a

professional Vietnamese revolutionary representing the national

Patriotic forccs of French Indochina.

Soon after Nguyen,s arrival in Mosco‘y, his name appeared in the

cし血rms of PlメaVda. Peasants from more than twenty European and

Asian countries had come to see the big Agricul山ral Exhibition. They

uscd the oppo血nity to hold an Intemational Peasant Conference. It

OPenCd on October lO in the Kremlin’s famous Andreyevsky Hall. That

しIay p′・al'da carried the following banner headlines: '一Greetings to Our

New Allies!一一and一'Workers and Peasants Join Hands Against the

Pl・edaccous Alliance of Capitalists and Land{)WnerS:'

On October 12, in an item on the Agricultural Exhib誼on, P′・a、Yわ

rcr)Ortcd that一一Comrade Nguyen Åi Qu6c spoke at the second sitting on

bchalf of the French coIony of Indochina. He said Indochina peasants

borc a doublc burden of oppression - aS PeaSantS in general・ and as

I)Casants of a coIonial country.”
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Nguy6n’s speech at the intemational forum brought out his profound

intemationalism’ and his stri‘,lng for unity in the fight zlgainst

imperialism and coIonia!ism. "Our Inte賞・Ilatil)nal will not bc a tmly

intemational organisation o「 thc ‘¥・orking pc'OPIe,一一hc said,一一unti=t

encompasses the pcasant nusses of the Cntire Ea時CSPeCially those of

the coIonjal countries, Who arc suトyected to the most brutal cxploit鋸ion

and opprcssion.’’

After scnding Lenin a mcssage of grcctings. thc cIosing >e諒un ‘)f

the Conference clected the govemlng b‘一dies of a Pcasant Intern症onal

- the International Peasant Council and its Prcsidium. And Nguy6n Åi

Qu6c was elected to the Presidium from the Asian countries a]ung with

Sen Katayama, an aCtive Comintcm ful-Ct10nary and one ofthc founders

Of the Communist Party of Japa重l.

At the end of 1923言n an intcrvieⅥ′ tO岨e popular Soviet wcckly

Ogo砂ok, Nguyさn said sarcastically tha=he best propagators of

BoIshevism in Indochina had bccn thc French.一一Thcy bcgan persecuting

Communists in Annam:’he explaincd,一一while thcrc wasn’t cv▼Cn a hjnt

Of any Communists. And that was the best propaganda. '一丁he journalist

described Nguyen as possesslng inbom tact and refinclnCnt, aS a man

Of an entirc]y new culture,一,possibly, the cultu重・e Of thc futurc一一〇

In Moscow, Nguy6n soon developcd into a capable international

affairs analyst. Hc contributed pro皿ca11y to the jouma=岬/.eぐOI・

(International Prcss Correspondcnce), amOng Othcrs. I-Iungarian

Communist Gyu獲a AIpari, Who was chicf editor of /′甲.C’(0,., COnSidered

Nguy6n one of his most active non-Staff contributors right up to 1939,

When the journal doscd down. Now and thcn, Nguy6n also contributcd

to the Soviet press. Nor had he broken off contact with his friends in

Paris, and kept on writing for L’H肋a′面e La ‘・ie o′用・iかe, and Le

PaI・ia.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　●

His su切ecトmatter ranged far aficlds.エIe exposed thc abuscs of thc

French in Indochina and the British in China. Hc wrote of the groWth

0f the labour movement in China, Japan, and Turkcy, and of the

COndition of peasants in Asia, Of racial oppl.eSSion in thc Unitc‘d Statcs,

and ofthe expansionist policy of the impcrialist powcrs‘in Asia and thc

Pacific.
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Whilc sti‖ in Paris, Nguy6n was fired by the idea ofwriting a book

症)ut Fl-CnCh coIonialism. His Comintcm coImadcs and friends from

th。 //~p′・。CO’・ helpcd him with his prqiect. The book, F′.e,7f/I

(互()/高c’′io/’OI~ r,.iaI・ aPPearCd in Paris in French in 1925・ When

Nguy6n was alrcady far from Moscow and sti11 fdrther from Paris.

Includcd in thc book wcre Nguy6n,s articIcs and reports of 1920 to 1925

111 1efトⅥ′lng Frcnch papCrS, Le Pa′・子a, and //一p,.efO,-.

So111e COPies found their way to Victnam’Wllere the book instantly

cal血Cd the intercst of the patriotic yoしIth. For the first time, a

¥′ietllameSe Writer discussed coIonialism from thc Marxist-Leninist

l「1)int of view’Showing the irrcconcilablc contradictions bctween the

Fl・enCh co漢onialists and thc pcople of Vienam’the irrepressible growth

°f thc nationa=ibcration s血ggle of the coIonial peoples’and the

llle¥・itable collapse of colonial rule. Nguyen showed that imperialism

wasしhc common deadly enemy of al=hc oppressed・ leading to the

conclusion that struggle for the national salvation of Vietnam was the

r)al・t Of the worldwidc struggle for liberation from COIonial slavery"

丁hosc of the Victnamcse patriots who read F′・e′~C/, Co/0′,isatio′! OI7

r/.了c‘l pcrccivcd its author as a fundamenta11y new type of leader - an

ndhcrcnt of the communist doctrine and a consistent intemationalist・

Sr)eaking of Nguy6n Åi Qu6c’s first book and its impact on

re、-01u[io11ary dcvdopments in Vietnam, Vietnamesc historians stress

血t it WaS一・1ike a burst of wind that drovc away thc cIouds which

、Cl-eened off thc sun一一. FI-C’砕/l CoIoI高a[io/i O/! rria/, they held, WaS ’’a

l)rOduet o白hc dialcctical, living, and organic combination of Lenin’s

ldeas dbout the cssencc of imperialism and the national question with

tl-e cxperience of the細正-COIonial nationa=iberation movement and

。eep study of thc cxpericnce of the October Revolution一一・

Evcr since Nguych sct foot in Moscow’he kept hoping he would

One ‘1ay mcct Lcnin. Hc was sure Lenin would soon get well and take

l){‘1・t §n the coming 5th Congress of the Comintem. A=he Peasant

Co量II読ncc in thc Kremlin hc applauded happily with thc others when

江“心細nounccd that Lenin was much better, that he was on his fect
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and doctors had pem証ted him to read the papers. But a few weeks

PaSSed, and it became clear that the improvement in Lenin’s health had

been no more than temporary On January 2l came the sad news that

Lenin had died.

Hる　Chf Minh recollected∴’We were having brcakfast at lhe

restaurant on the ground floor of the hotel when the news of Lenin’s

death reached us. No one believed it at first but when we tumcd and

looked out we saw the flag of the Moscow Soviet flown at h租lf mast.

A great shock came to us.." Lenin was dead. I had not yet bccn able to

meet him and this is a bigrcgretin my life.”

Nguy5n was with the first group of Comintem people who camc to

the Hall of ColumJ in Trade Union House to pay tribute to the

deceased leadcr of the world proletariat. Giovanni Germanetto

recollected:

’’Moscow, January 1924. The Russian winter is at its height. The

temperature sinks at times to 40 degrees below zero. A few days ago

Lenin died. That mornmg, a quiet knocking on our door in Lux Hotel

aroused me. The door opened and a frail young man entered.

’一He said he was Viemamese and his name was Nguy6n-Åi Qu6c.

He also said he intended to go to Trade Union House and se6 off

Lenin…

一“I told him he was too lightly dressed for the freezing cold outsidc.

I said he should wait, We’d get him some wam dothing.”

一一Åi Qu6c sighed, and sat down to have tea with us, and finally went

to his room. We thought he had taken our advice and had stayed

indoors.

’’Somewhere around ten at night I heard a soft knocking on the door

again. It was Comrade Ai Qu6c. His face was blue, and the ears, nOSe

and fingers on the hands were blue, tOO, from the fierce cold.

’一Ai Qu6c said he had just seen Comrade Lenin. He was trembling

from the cold as he explained that he could not wait until tomorrow to

Pay homage to the best friend of the coIonial peoples.., He finished by

asking ifwe didn’t happen to have some hot tea?一一
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l′c‘lr吊ltCr言一1 the ju11glcs with the gucri=as, rCSting after a long

。l冊Il、 d CO冊Idc w。uld ask Hh why he had black marks on thc car

刑=。小言岨hc llCal-‘1 a talc about tllat Sad day in 1924 w′hcn・ dcfying

血RしIS諒1n frost. Hb had血)Od nearly a ¥‘柚c day lightly drcsscd at

血elltrallCe t。 Tradc Unil)n Housc to pay両bute to thc gl-Cat Lcnin.

丁hc‘ funel-al 。f Lcnin ¥VaS Ol仁一anuary 27 on Red Square. Thc cold

¥冊praCtically unbcarable・ It was as though nature had fi.ozcn from

しIc申l∴ Bonfires had bccn lit at strect cornel・S all ovcr Moscow. Guns

冊子C fired in Rcd Squal・e aS a tributc to Lcnin. Factory and locomotive

¥出国cs rcsounded in mouming a= ovcr thc city" Over the radio pcople

‘▼。1・。 tuld t。 stand up直r tllat minutc Lcnin was bcing lowercd into his

gral’e・

Al=l・ains z111d cal.S `t岬ed in thcir tracks’and all fattorics and

。fficcs ceascd w()rk for fiYe minutcs. Then the whistlcs cndcd, and the

冊llO annOunCしr諒d∴一Lcnin is dcad - Lcninism lives on!’’

丁lla中hrasc rcsoundcd in Nguy6n,s cal-S for a long time [ike thc

r)Ounding of thc unforgettable villagc toln-tOmS at home. That day・ On

l・e血11ing from tllC Hall of Co看umns・ hc Iocked hilnSelfup in his room

and u▼rOtC unti=ate at night, SCeking to cxprcss his feelings of grief on

l,al,el.. Hc kcpt wrltlng, W皿e tcars ro11ed down his checks・ And here

is What hc wrotc:

'一Lenin is dcad! This news struck people like a bolt from the blue-

It sr)rCad to every corner of the fertile plains of Africa and the green

11elds ofAsia. It is true that the black or ycllow pcople do not yet know

cleal-1y who Lenin is or where Russia is… But all of them’from the

Vietnamcsc pcasants to thc hunters in thc Dahomcy forcsts, have

secretly lcamt tha白n a faraway comcr ofthc earth thcre is a nation that

lItlS SueCeedcd in overthro“′ing its cxpIoitcrs… Thcy have also heard

thd=hat country is Russia, tha=here arc couragcous pcople there, and

lha=hc most courageous of thc`m a= WaS‾ Lc111n…

'・Lcnin is dead, SO What w用happcn to us? Will thcre bc other

eouragcous and gcnerous pcople like Lcnin who wi11 not spare their

血le and cfforts in conccming themscIves with our liberation?…
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’’Wc believe that the Communist Intemational and its branches,

Which include branches in coIonial countries, Will succecd in

implementing the lessons and teachings thc leader has Icft hehind for

us. To do what he advised us’is that no=hc best way to show our love

for him?一'

’’In his lifetime he was our father, tCaCher, COlmade, and adviser.

Now he is our guiding star tha=eads to social rcvolution. Lenin lives

On in our deeds. He is immortal.一一

Nguy5n Åi Qu6c,s piece appeared along with numerous olher items

Sent in by foreign friends in P′伽,Cねon January 27. Latcr, m一'Lenin

and the East一,, an article for the Moscow newspaper GL‘dok, On the

SeCOnd anniversary of Lenin’s death, Nguy6n would give a

COmPrehensive view of Leninism’s intemational relevancc as a

universal revolutionary doctrine. Leninism was cspecially in、′aluable

and important for the coIonial peoples, he wrote, for through its prism

they saw the contours of a radiant future, and put their trust in it.

’Le,’i′7 ap帥ed a I寝州, f高砂rel-Ollltiol肌ツCI-a fII I/?C, (、(,lo/irc//

fO初?tries:’Nguy6n wrote.一一He was the first to understand and stress

the paramount impo血nce for the world revolution of finding the

COrreCt SOlし-tion to the coIonial problem… He was thc first to realise that

a social revolution was inconceivable without the participation of the

諒onial peoples. With his characteristic insight, he knew that success

in the coIonies depended on uslng tO the餌=he developing national

liberation movement, and that by supporting this movement the world

PrOletariat gained new powe血I allies in the struggle to bring about a

SOCial revolution.一一

Wanting to understand the greatness and extraordinary attractiveness

Of Lenin not only as revolutionary but also as fighter, leader and simply

a man, Nguy6n avidly read his works and the remembrances of his

COmrades. He questioned people who had known Lenin. And he

marvelled at how much Lenin resembled the knight in shining armour

Whom he had created for himself in his younger years as the image to

Strive for. To his friends in Le Pa′子a, he wrote:一一It is not only his genius,

but his disdain of luxury, his Iove of labour, the purity of his private

life, his simplicity, in a word言t is the grandeur and beauty of this
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111aSter, Which exert an enormous influence upon thc Asian peoples and

il-l.CSistibly attract their hearts.”

For Nguy6n Åi Qu6c, thc ideal he strovc for was embodicd in Lenin.

Thc Iofty ethical principIcs his fathcr had cultivated in him from

childhood, blendcd in thc course of his revolutionary work with the

油ndards of revolutionary mOrality, and, in the final analysis, yielded

that precious alloy which cnabled him not only politically but also

mOl-ally to bcco111e the undisputed leader of the Vietnamese national

libcration movcmcnt and thc burgeonlng PrOletariat’and its vanguard,

thc Co重11munist Party. Subscquently, in his writings on revolutionary

m。rality, and in talks and conversations, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c-恥Chf Minh

would call on the Vietnamese Communists to be like Lenin in their

daily life and struggle.

Shortly before his death, in an interview to a L’H〃′nanit6

correspondent on the approaching centenaIγ Of Lenin,s bi皿,恥Chi

Minh said:一'In the eyes ofthe pcoples ofthe East, Lenin was not only

a leadcr, a COmmander. He irresistibly attracted our hearts. Our respect

for him was cIose to帥al piety, One Of the fundamental v証ues in our

country. For us, the victims of ill-treatment and humiliation・ Lenin was

the embodiment of human fraternity.’’

But, Of coursc, What Nguy6n mainly looked for in Lenin’s works

was an answer to the many questions that the liberation movement

posed in Indochina. He set out to read everything Lenin ever wrote or

said on the coIonial question. And in those days this was not simple・

Only a few of Lenin,s works had been translated into other languages.

Nguy6n spent hours in libraries and with his Russian corurades who

hcIped him pick up the requisite literature at the Comintem Secretariat.

His notcbo。ks were餌I ofextracts from Lenin’s works. In between, he

put d。Wn the fruits of his own reflections that later became the nucleus

Of a ncw book on the Victnamese revolution.

GradualIy, the contours of the only correct road came into focus・ In

。OIonial and dependent countrics, Nguyen felt9 the rcvolution would

initia"y ha¥′e tO bc mostly a peasant revolution directed against

C。loni証sts and local feuda=ords. A broad and dcpendable nationa1
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front, hc hcld, WOuld comc about on thc basis ofan aIliancc bctween

thc vas白11とりOrlty Ofthc pc棚ntS and thc “′Orking class. Btlt tl-C PCa細1tS

in thc coIonics wcrc lgnOrant and do“/′ntrOdden. A l.e、′Olutionary I「arty

WaS nCeded to organisc and politica=y cducate them. W岨°ut SuC)1 a

PaI-ty, a Co皿11unist Party, Vietory could mt bc assurcd. 【n dしIC C。urSC,

a Lcninist undcrstanding of tllC SPCC誼c social dnd po=tical c。nditi。n?

in thc coIonics, and o自hc ¥▼ita=mpcratj、▼C O白ac姐ng thぐpe帯ant

question・ Cnablcd thc Victnamcse Com1-1uni油to win tlre sl甲ll。l出自hc

VaSt 111ajo重‾ity and carry ou=he victorious AugしIs=945 l.C¥′(両jon.

In Moscow・ Nguy6n had an opportunity to put ol・der i両月lis already

fairly cxtensi、′C knoⅥ′ledgc of revolutionary thcory g症le山一岨一Ilg旧1is

WOl.k with thc French Communist Party an即Iis study l)f Lcnin,s肌rks

and Comintern documcnts. Whilc working in thc Eastcrn Depal-tmCnt

Of thc Comintcrn Executivc, hc also attcnded short|ermc間I・SCS at the

Communist Univcrsity of thc Working PcopIc of岨e Ewt.

One of the first Sovict political educational cst州ish111C11tS, it waヽ

founded in 192l on Lenin,s instructions. Its purpose was to train

revolutionarics from the East. Most of its students camC frl)m the Centrz11

Asian and Trauscaucasian republics - Azcrba函n, Kirghizia, T函kis(an,

Turkmenia’and so on. But the numbcr of rcvolutionarics 11・Om forelgn

COuntries’mainly countrics in Asia, kcpt rising yeこlr Z血r ycar.

Nguy6n was deeply impressed, Hc scnt a dctajlcd accountし)f thc

marvellous cducational establishmcnt attcndcd by mOrC than a thousand

Students of different nationalities to LcJ高e o↓用・毒rc, in Paris. He

described the uni、′erSity,s nine buildings, tWO ,1ibrarics, Cinema,

POlyclinic, hostel’and fam, and also its holiday home in the Crimca.

”The Russian revolution:’he wrote∴’is not satisficd with making

finc platonic speeches and drafting ,humanitarian, resolutions in favour

Of the oppressed peoples’bu白t teaches them to fight… Dcspite its

intcmal and external difficulties, reVOlutionary Russia has ncver

hcsitatcd to come to the aid of peoples awakcncd by its heroic and

Victorious rcvolution. Onc of its important acts was the founding ofthe

University of the East.一’
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on March 15, 1924, /'U′幽・ the Italian communist nc‘‘'SPal)Cr・

I,l・intcd Giovanni Gcrl-1とmC‘tl点contribu血n describing thc Eastcl’n

しJ11ivcrsity and it掴rs=ndochlnCSe StudcnいVrittcn in tlle form of a

し11alogue・

'一The cons血i。n Oftlre Bolchc¥'ik uni¥▼el.Sity,一' Nguy6n Åi Qu奇c t‘)1d

his書tallan fricnd, '・usllerCd in a ne、、▼ eril in thc histolγ Of tlle Eastcrn

l,叫CS" Hcrc we lcaln tI-C Prl11eiples of class strugglc. Herc we

c:itablisll COntaCtS amOng Ourselvcs dnd “刷thc Westcm nations. Hcrc

¥¥・e arC gl、・en k11owlcdgc of wha=血io bc donc.."

'一Many arc tl-e PCOPle ¥血recognlSe our Sad condition’'一Nguyen

¥¥じnt On tO Say" "I3ut no onc c{C申the R冊ian rcvulutionarics are

血wlng uS thc way to llberatio-l・一t was Lcnin・ Our dcar Lenin・ Who

tし)1d us Eastcrn rc、のlutionarie川▼hat rl)all to opt for. It “/'aS l-C Who

llC国us -11akc our first stcps s。 that wc should go for“′ard hand in

hand with岨e world proIctdriat.一’

(証mnettO a5ked Nguy6n “廟hc intcnded t。 dl) aftcr finishing thc

しml ヽ el・Sity’?

・判go bzICk一一l)1一一e O f gl両)r Our CaしISe・ We in Victnam wi11 ha¥’C

t。 figllt VCry ha「d. Fol a同lC l-1OlllCn両uhy right wc havc is to pay

t(lXCS tO ’M川ler・ Fl.anCC dnd間r uwn lando、VnerS. We flrC OutCaStS’We

;11C Classed as thc `ll)¥¥∴ Ⅵ・(高一、′e nO l-ight to cIcct or to bc clected.

Ⅵ′hercas in Russia, tllat barb高一n COし一n時as i‘ is callcd by bourgcois

dcmocrats, WC havc thc sal丁1C l-ights dS thc R服高一n WOrkcrs.’一

Hc wcnt on to say tllat l-1S COuntl-yl-1Cn hild suffercd zl lot, and would

ヽuffer sti11 morc, for tllOSC Who had col事1e tO make civiliscd people out

扉tllem WOuld nevcr gran=he-n frccdom of their own fiee will・ ’’But

¥¥/′c ¥刷follow tlle rOad of thc Octobcr Rcvolution and will make蝕1

しl、e 。f its Icssons,一一Nguy6n Åi Qし1CJc concludcd.

on Apri1 2l, Nguycn was ln‘′ltCd to the Eastern University’s third

annlVCrSary CCIcbrations. Speakers rcca11ed one of Lenin,s last articles’

白l}ettcl. Fcu′eらBut Bettcr", Whieh said the Octobor Rcvolution in

Russia had gcncrated a rcvolutionary upswlng in the East’WhelC the
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111a」Orlty O白he population ’has bcen draⅥ,′n into thc s血gglc for

enlanCipation with extraordinary rapidity (l ). Thcy pointcd out tllat the

l.Ole of il-dividuals was galnlng grOund and that the need fi)1・ r)eOPle who

C山i、′atCd the rcvolutionary outlook among thC maSSCS WaS incl.eaSmg.

And it Was these people, they said, that the Univcrsity ofthc East was

trainmg On thc basis o川lC POl宜ical zlnd idcologica[ cxpcricnce o白hc

PrOletariat in thc morc devcloped countl-ies, nOtably Soviet Ru料a.

Nguy6n listcned to the∴SPCakers and looked around him a=hc

Students.一'No Vietnan-CSC rCVOlutionarics hel-C," hC tlIt)ugllt. ・・Yet there

arc so many Of thcm, impctしIOuS’tCmPCl.amCn同, l.Cally t(一1ay down

thcir livcs fol-血c liberation of Victnam, ¥‘'hいdl、 n。t kIIO¥¥ What rOad

to takc, how to arouse the pcople, Organise them, lじa(川Iem into battle.一,

Hc made a mental notc to see to it that Victnこ1me将Should Illakc thcir

appearance among the students of the Univcrsity of the East.

On May 20, he wrote a letter to thc Eastem Burcau ofthe Comintem

Executivc, SuggeSting that a separate Asian group of studcnts should be

CStablishcd a=he Eastem University.一一The Univcrsity of thc East," he

WrOte, "is at present giving training to 62 Eastem nationaIitics. This

number will increase as the action and propaganda of the Intemational

expand. Thc University is a mould which shapcs the first propagandists

for countries of the East. It must be the basis on which a Communist

Fcderation of the East wi11 be founded.一一

May Day・ the intemational day of labour solidarity, WaS

approaching. A May Day appeal to the peasants of the world to act in

SOlidarity with the workers issued by the Intemational Pcasant Union

WaS Printed in P′・a-協on Apri1 30・ Among those, Who signed it was a

member of its govcming body, Nguyen Åi Qu6c. That day, Nguy6n

received a note from Vasil Kolarov’Comintem General Secretary,

ask上ng him to speak at a May Day meeting.

It was drizzling monotonously. But this did not prevent Red Square

from appearlng ln the scarlet splendour of holiday flags and streamers.

A huge poster on the wall of the History Museum, read: "Give all of

yourself to the Revolution as Lenin had donc.一一

l判Lcn-n・ C()椎子′rd W‘,′亙, Vol.33, 1973, P 500.

86

Like other foreign Communists in Moscow, Nguy6n was.in thc

grandstands bcside thc Kremlin wa11. Nguy6n could not hide his elation

as he watchcd dcmo重1StratOrS Stream PaSt the Mausoleum. They carried

postcrs with stirring sIog{lnS〇十Iuge cartoons of RaymOnd Poincar6, then

thC mOVlng SPirit of theboしIrgeOjsic’s anti-Soviet crusadc, floated past

山c grandstands. A FrcnchmaIl, mOSt likely Gaston Monmousseau, Who

had comc to the festivities at the hcad of a French trade-union

delegation’Shoutcd, '・A bas Poincar6,一一(l) and the crowd in the square

chcered loudly,

A=he end of May, thc Paris workcrs at a city-Wide mecting in

me宣llOlγ Of thc Communards had decided to tum over the banncr of the

Paris Commune, a Pricelcss relic, for safekeeping in Moscow until the

Pl‾Oletarian revolution won in France. Fourcade, an 80-year-Old veteran

。「 the Paris Com獲nune, Ca∬icd thc banncr through1. the streets of Paris

for the last time. Now言n Moscow, On Red Square, the bamer was

由ng llanded over to thc Moscow wol・kcrs. To the tune of rcvolutionary

】narヾhes, the banner was placcd inside the Lenin MausoIcum. The

FrじnCh Communist Party dclegation that had comc to the 5th Congress

(証he Comin(Cm, Of which Nguy爺Åi Qu6c, rePreSenting Indochina,

Ⅵ′aS also a member, tOOk part in thc ccrcmolly

Ncver before in his life, Ht) Chf Minh recalled years later, had he

CXPCricnced such a §ense of freedom and elation as he had in Moscow

a用1at time. ’一And yet:’hc used to say, ’’I counted the days bcfore the

Comintem Congress, bccause right after it I would go home and start

On my revolutionary activity.’’

Thc 5th Congress ofthe Comintem opencd on June 17, 1924, in the

BoIshoi Theatre building. It was the first such congress after Lenin・s

death- Fidelity to Lenin, Whichever country they belonged to, WaS the

Predominant idea expressed by most speakers at the Congress. In fact,

丑e congress was preceded by a memorial meeting in Red Square,

1Vhcre Mikhail Kalinin delivered an impassioned speech.

=ヽown with Poincar6 (F′う. PolnCar6 was then head of the F「ench govemmen[. He

頼r:Sentcd aggressjvc, eXtreme anti-Soviet segments of the French capitallSt Class
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i’lt is sel手evident,’’he話d∴’血t the first wol-d a同IC Congre∬ rCfers

t‘、 Cl)皿adc Leni-l・ He “′aS the leadel- ‘)白hc Rus高an re、▼。Iution, tho

len庇l-　Of 1301chel′ium. and also thC leader of‘ thc C°mmしmist

血er11ationa上We acc中山白lS natu!-al. Fし)=Vhat ¥¥▼e C州Lellinis111

証ludes the m(涌COn高1el宜, fu=cst. aIld m面Cfltcti¥▼C血em証…之11isn十一

Nguyen spokc血ee timeS a=he C()!lgrCSS -● On岨c flCtivityし)f tlle

Comintcm・ On thc -1ati服しl and coIonial qucsti‘)nS, and on the agl-ari‘一n

i品uc〇十Ic spOkc i叫le{しIOu、Iy, flnd cl-iticised l壷o“,n P:一l-ty for its fIa¥VS.

P/’(/l・(I`/ PubIichcd hlヽ　血er¥′enti。n On thc nationi11 aI「しl coIo】1ial

quc証o冊unde=l壷headline∴’Frol11 Words to 〔)eeds. SI)eeCh of

Indochin:l Delegate Nきuy6【l Ai Qu6c一一.

The 5th C‘ongress proceedings∴COntain an i11tel.Csting dialoguc

betw′Cen Vasil Kolarl)、( d-1d the Indocl-ina l-eI-rCSe111ativc a同Ie OPCnlng

’’K`)/c‘/.()、`,. The P重-eSidium has submitted a rcsolution in suppol・t of

the eol佃ia上-nd淵11i-eOIo血中IeOp1cs.

’’Ng甲高: Wil同e Co重lgl-CSS issuc any special address to the COIonics・?

’’Ko/u/.`)一-・・ On thc agenda we havc thc coIonial question, the quCStion

Of the Eastem countries, and thc coIonial and scm主COIolliaI countries.

Anybody who wants to speak on the su匝ct “刷have an opportunity

10do so.

’’Ng“)霜: Beforc ¥/▼otil-g On the addrcss, I suggcst adding岨c words,

”To the coIonial pcopIcs.'一This was acccl,ted.

Nguy6n Åi Qu6c had spokcn from his seat, and his insisten。。

bccamC CIcar aftcr Manuilsky dc看ivcrcd the rcport on thc nationaI and

COIonial qucstions. He criticiscd thc French Com皿nist Party for not

COndueting a11ti-COIonial propaganda, and cited scveral scrjous facts.

D亘n　血o rcp cl)ng一・eSS in Lyons in January 1924, thc Comintc「皿

lSSuCd an addrcss to the Frcnch workcrs and the PCOPles of the French

COIonics. The editors ofL,肋研a′壷, Which published thc addrcss, had

delctcd the words一一to the coIonial peor)1es一一・ About a year before the 5th

Congrcss’the Comintcm called on the coIonial peopIcs to rise agalnSt

their oppressors. In Algeria, an FCP section passed a rcsolution which
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opposed this Comintem call・ Manuilsky reported to the Congress that

the French Communist Party had adopted no document proclaiming the

right of coIonies to secede from the metropolitan country. He also

pointed out that its revolutionary propaganda and organisational work

among the 300,000 coIonial workers living in France and the 250’000

Blacks in the French army was far short of the mark.

The delegate from Indochina, that is, Nguy6n Åi Qu6c・ SPOkc to the

same effect, and emphasised the necessity for cIose cooperation

between the European communist pa正es and the mass of the working

people in the coIonies.

一一So Iong as the communist parties of Francc and Britain fai=o

conduct a vlgOrOuS COIonial policy and make no contact with people in

the coIonies,'一Nguy6n said, "a11 their mass propaganda will be fruitless

bccause out of step with Leninism. According to Lenin’he continued’

the revolution, if it was to win in the West, had to be cIosely related

to the anti-imperialist movements in the colonies and semi-COIonies.

The national question, he pointed out, WaS Part Of the general issue of

proIctarian revolution and proletarian dictatorship. This’he said, WaS

how Lenin conceived it∴'As for me,・一Nguy6n added,一一having been bom

in a country that is now a coIony of France, and being a member ofthe

Frcnch Communist Party, I must say with regret that my party has done

very very little for the coIonies.

Nguyen set forth a number of concrete proposals which, tO his mind,

WOuld enliven the work of the FCP and invigorate revolutionary

r)rOPaganda in the coIonies.

当think thcse proposals are sensible’一● Nguy6n said’一一and if the

Comintem and our Party approve them’I am sure that at the 6th

Comintcm Congress the FCP wi11 be able to say that the united front

of the peoples of the metropolitan and coIonial countries has at last been

Shapcd.一一

Nguy6n knew better than anybody else why his Party was so passive.

Many French Communists a=hat time fell for Rosa Luxemburg’s

i‘読that the r)Olitical indcpendence of the coIonies would not come

読ul until a socialist ove血m in thc mctr。POlit{m COuntries ma(うe it
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sceul・C, dnd山at, thcl.Cforc, thCre WaS nO SllCCia=lCed t。 in¥・’1gOratC

I.CVulu血nal-y “′冊k i-1 thc coIonics‥　OnCC thc rcvolし血)11 in thc

一一一etl-岬Olitan coul-tl.ics woll言hC r)l.OIctal.iat would si叫)1y gl-a血the

lleOl)les in the col。11ies frecdom and d紺Cialist futul‘e・

Nguyin disagI-eed. A11吊t ¥、郁due tい血e cxplicati¥e W。l‾k o白hc

Cl)mintcrn 。nd thC C‘ffo「t=)白c¥uluti。!1aries from the c。Ionics, Nguy6n

Å1 Qu奇c ilmOng thcm、 tha=l博FCP血a11y shifrod to a truly

intc'mation{llist po諒ion. It began sum,研ting the strugglc of thc c‘)lonial

r)eOPles fr)r nationa=iberation in cvcry llO料ble way, and in the 1940s

a11d 50s ol,POSCd the Fl-C-1Ch coIonial wars in Indochi11a {一nd Algcria.

Nguy6n Åi Qu6c. Wh° WaS thc sole repl・CSCntatiヽ,C Of fal.一aWay

Indochina∴a=hC Congrcss, WaS highly popular. Commu重きists from

different continents were glad to 111akc his acquaintance and to talk to

him. Onc day, a MoscoⅥ′ PalntCr aSkcd him to posc for a portrait. Thc

POrtrait appcarcd in Moscow’s Rubo(、/Ja),u Gc,ZeIa On July 29.

The 5th Congl℃雷S l)「 the Com血cm was followcd by 。 SuCCCSSio11

Of othcr importan白ntc!●national forumS - all of thcm in Moscow, a11d

all of thcm attcndcd by thc Indochina representativc. Whcn in Paris,

Nguy6n had joined a WOrkers’tl・adc union affiliatcd with thc United

Confedcration of Labour founded undcr communist guidance, a11d now,

along with his old fi’icnd Monmousscau, attended thc 3rd Congl-CSS Of

thc Profintcrn dS PlemP。tCntiary dcIcgatc. Hc was dlso d ddcgate to thc

First Conferencc of thc IIltCl11ationdl Rdicf Association “)I工e¥▼OlしItio11al‾ics).

A few ycars later, this ol.ganisation Would play a decisivc part in savlng

him fi-Om incarccration in coIonial pl・lSOn. Hc was油= young, and

looked no older than a youth, Which was why his appcarancc in thc

Plぶiding party of the　4th Congrcss of the Communist Youth

Intcmationa=o。kcd quitc natural. Fina=y, Since he was stil=hc soIc

reprcscntativc of his doWntroddcn nation, Of its workers, PCaSantS,

youth, WomCn, aIld so on, hc was also invitcd as an honorary gucst to

attcnd the Intcmational Women’s Congress.

A=hc Womcn’s Congrcss hc met Nadczhda Kl叫)Sk:lya, Whl) Snt a

l¥ニW SeatS aWay in thc presidium. Hc spokc with that ”‘,ery kind and

Simlllc woman”, aS he would later dcscribc llCr, dul‾ing tlle intel‾Val.
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Krupskaya showcd gcnuinc intercst in Nguy6n’s account of c¥▼CntS

i11 distall=ndochina. Shc askcd how the rcvolutionary movemcn同ICrC

¥V澄making out, “▼hat forccs stood in the vanguard, and whcthcr or not

¥¥umCn tOOk pal・t in t量lC reVOlutiし周ary n-O¥′CmCnt. She pollltCd out '岨at

【ndoehin症rcvolutiollaries faccd incl.edibly difficul=asks.一’What il!1

illtricatc knot of cl)ntradictions!" shC∴CXClaimed, and ad‘1c‘l‥ "I dし)n’t

亜nk it can bc unravdlcd wi血)ut maStCmg Cl)mmunis=hc。ry and

z-1叩lyil-g it corrcctly.’’

Nguy6n said that血y had ill、O COl置1e tO that conclusion. Hc said llC

had鉦st s!,OttCd亜s thought in Lcnin、 wol・ks. Spe~一king a=he 2nd

CollgrCSS Of thc Communist oI.gallisati‘一nS Of Eastem peoples, hc

rcca=cd, Lcnin had said thCy WOuld have to adap=hemselves to thC

叩CCific conditiollS that did not cxis白n thc Europcan coしIntries and

{11,i,1y commしInist thcory whcl.C tlle I-CaSantS COmI,riscd the vast 111可vrity

一、両h tl-C S血ggle procccding against mcdicvalism’nOt agalnSt CaPitalism.

"In my country,一・ Nguy6n addcd・当hcrc is also brutal coIonial

岬1re高on in addition to岨s:

"Ifyou only k一一CW, Com一・adc‘ Krし甲Skaya’一一Nguy6n cxclaimcd,一’how

」enin is rcvercd in thc East, and notably in my country’Indochina. Hc

rs lcadcr and guide {lnd teacl即to tlro Eu~・OPCan WOrkcrs’but for thc

peopIcs ofthc Eat he is something u用morc.一, Iうe said that on his way

(O Sovict Russia hc ha8 hoi-Cd to l一一eC† Lcnin・ and regrctted that he had

血i bccn zlblc to, ,一Ⅵrc Victmmesc ll血iot昔he addcd,当1ad bccn in

しIarkness and did nし)t SeC how to libcr。te 。ur COuntl-ics. Lenill Showcd

しIS the way, and we wi11 never depal・出・Om it.’一

Ol-1y a yeal. had pilSSCd sincc Nguy6n discmbarked in Pctl・。gra. 1t

¥冊n ycal・ SO刷ed with c¥′CntS ‘hat it becz皿C a SPCCii置=一1ilestonc in

lll自ife of professional rc'¥′Olutionary工Ie stしIdied Lel「in’s works, WaS

i両vc in thC Comintcrn, anし1 attcndcd亜c Com1unist Univcrsity of the

上…・ Hc acquaintcd h証sclf “′ith thc life o白1-e Soviet r)COPIc, thcir

re、′し)両onary activitics, and thcil- eXpe壷!lCC Of bui看ding s。Ciali`一一1。 All

帖出川nded oしIt his i‘lc正一gica上-nd r)Olltica同evcIopment.批wこIS nOW

員Cし)n¥壷ccd C。mmunist ()「 the Lenin sch°OI whO had maSterCd lhC
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fundamental prlnCiples of Lenin’s doctrine, an eXPerienced membcr of

the worldⅥ・ide league of Communists, and an acknowledged

representatjヽ’C Of revolutionary Asia who had faith in his own abi[ity to

tackle co重l11)1icated tasks.

Hc thirsted for revolutionary action whjch would, eVen if only

SIowIy, bring doscr thc liberation of his pcople.

Nguy6n rcquested tha=he Comintcm should send him to South

China in ordcr to work among Vietnamesc political emigrds who, aS he

had been informed, Were gathering there then, being enticed by thc Sun

Yatsen govemment’s revolutionary programme.

Soon, he was invited to see Manuilsky, Whom the 5th Congress had

elected to the Presidium of the Comintem Executi¥′e. A member of the

BoIshevik Party since 1903 whom old party members knew from the

underground, Manuilsky enjoyed the respect of the Comintemers.

The two acquaintances needcd no intcrp†cter. Both spoke good

French. After the defeat of the 1905 re、Olution in Russia, Manuilsky

had emlgrated to Paris, and there finishcd thc Sorbonne law school.

’一Comrade Nguyen, I can see you’蹄sr)Oiling for a fight,'一Manuilsky

Said, Smjling wamly.

’’Yes, terribly. The past congress has glVen all Communists an action

PrOgramme. Thought we in Vietnam have no communist party so far,

I understand thc call of the Congress for the boIshevisation of

COmmunist parties in capitalist countries - that is言ntroduction of the

idcological, Organisational and tactical principles of BoIshevism - is

applying to us as we11・ We must fom a BoIshevik-tyPe Party in

Indochina as quickly as possible,’一Nguy6n replied.

He said o巧ectivc conditions were available, the Vietnamese working

Class was galnlng Strength, and many patriots had left the country,

Settling ln the southem reglOnS OfChina - Canton, Shanghai, Hongkong,

and Macao" He said he considered it his duty to conduct revolutionary

WOrk among theln, for they would one day be the nucleus of a

COmmunist party in Indochina. Besides, he added, it will be much easier

to maintain communications with Vietnam from there.
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Manuil*ky said thc Executive had comp1ied with Nguyen’s rcqucst.

and that hC WaS dPPOinted pIcnlPOtCntiary of thc Far Eastern Secretariat

l、f the (「。111血crll Exccutil′e. Nguy6n’s main job, Manuilsky added,

¥¥刷ld bc' tO Organise his fe=ow countl-ymCn dnd sc=hc stage for the

吊un‘ling of a cu皿llunist party ln Ind。China. "BしIt Cし)nSiしlc宣・illg yOur

両州▼lcdgc and cxpcrience:一he s油当he Exccutivc h叩c川lat yOu “出

し1。 CVCrything you can to help rc¥ulutionaries from other S。utheast

Asian countrics as ¥¥’e=,’’

Manuilsky said Ngu)′6n wd=igh=o w川口o go to South China`

¥¥'hcl-e thc sitしIalil)n WaS fav°ul-こlblc a=ha=imc. The Canton go¥ CmmCllt

¥¥」ilS fomCd cal・ly in 1923 under Dl∴ Sun Yzltsen, lcadcr of thC

Kuomintang,面o ¥‘′aS a n.ic11d of the Soviet Rcpublic. “’And, d"′Ou

kllOW," hc addcd∴一thc fil.St C°ngl・eSS O川1e Kuomintang, hdd in Canton

ll上すanuary 192」, e重11led in "・ictし)ry for thc 「c¥ulutionary wmg.”

He cxplaincd that thc So¥'ict govcmmCnt, aCting in linc u▼ith thc 2nd

Congress ‘)f the 。ol-1intcI-1ら　stlPPOrted rcvulutionary-democratic

冊ヽemCntS in c高-11ial flnd dcpcllllcnt countrics, Z…d岨crcfore症o血

lくuomirltang. Tl壷w澄yiclding goud rcsults. So‘′iet pol血al ill-d

11柚ary ad¥高cr、言1C 。(lded, “'ere d。ing use蝕work jn South China.

"Sun Yatsen`s po-itical ad‘′isc`r’M皿ail Borodin." Manuilsky said,当s

血)岨c Comintem rer)reWlt諒r℃ ill China.一↑ Borodin’hc said’WaS an

間BoIshevik ¥′erSed in thC ‘‘・そ一yS l)r the underground, and had attcndcd

thc Inaugural Congre∬ Of thc C`o-1血cm. Manuilsky ad¥亙d Ngl-y6n to

c°ntaCt Borodin as soon as he arri¥′Cd.

In pa血g, Nguy6n sal(l he lropcd when they mct thc ncx=imC’he,

Nguy6n, WOuld be repl・CSCnting thc Col皿unjst Party of his country, Victnam.

IN SOUTH CHINA

・「hc ship, flying thc red flag of thc Soviet Rcpublic・ StCamed sIowly

up the Pearl Rivcr, The tiring ‘′Oyage fr‘)m Vladivostok to Canton was

三¥bout to.nd. On the shOrC, Nguych saw l。W mOunds sparscly grown

¥¥油tI・CCS and singlc-StOrics l剛c houses of a dirty grcy coIour crowding
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dosely togcther. Junks sailed by. Their peculiar sails made them look

like hugc butterflies or‘bats sitting on the surface of the dark brown

water. Thousands ofjunks were ranged along both banks of the river,

servmg aS homes for entire familics.

A while latcr. thcv。y‘一gerS glimPSCd the ccntral embankment’Which

was like an alien body anMlg tl-e innu一一Ierablc narrow little streets of

thc Chinese part of thc port. In sharp contrast wcre the multi-StOried

modem houscs, many Of them covered with large advertisements.

Prominent among thesc were Since「e,s and Sun department stores. In

the middle of the river lay the sandy island of Shameen, the settlement

of foreign consulates, joined with the mainland by a bridge whose

approaches were fenced off with barbed wire. British soldiers wearlng

cork helmets and khaki shorts guarded the bridge.

The moment he came ashore, Nguyen felt the breath of his native

land, for from Canton it was a stone,s throw to Vietnam. Many things

were just as he knew them at home. Orchids everywhere, banana palms

growing along the sidewalks, and the dizzle hanging like water dust in

the air just as in Vietnam in winter. In summer, On the other hand,

showers which were more like waterfalls were a common occurrence,

tuming streets into streams. Then’With the evening,s breeze came the

cicadas, Clustering in a large tree and producing a deafeningly shrill

Nguyen looked at the Pearl River, and in his mind’s eye saw the

rivers of his youth - the Blue River and the River of Fragrance. Their

water was just as brown, and fishmen’s junks sailed upon it just as

noiselessly. The tireless Canton rickshaws wearing broad-brimmed

straw hats Iooked almost the same as their brothers in Hue’and Saigon.

The last time Nguyさn had seen a rickshaw was at the CoIonial

Exhibition in Marseilles. The people, tOO, Were reminiscent of those at

home. He himself was little different extemally, and their sing-SOng

Kwangtung dialect also sounded much like the tongue of his country.

Again, aS in Soviet Russia, Nguyen marvelled at the cleansing force

of revolution. How brightly and joy餌Iy sparkled the eyes of the

Cantonese, unlike those of his downtrodden countrymen. Oppressed and
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abused by imperialists, the East arose before his eyes in the act of

throWing off the chains of coIonial slavery.

On the day he arrived, Nguy6n saw a mass action. Spontaneous

mcetings in support of Sun Yatsen’s revolutionary programme erupted

he].e and there in Canton. The streets were patrolled by groups of

workers. They were in semi-military garb, Wearlng ambands, and

carrying rifles. The twelve-rayed Kuomintang stars were attached to

their caps. Young Pioncers in khaki suits, White caps and red ties,

marched alo血g the streets. Posters and leaflets were stuck on the walls

of houses and poles.

Reg flags were flown out of windows, and streamers were stretched

across the streets.

Situated at the extreme southem tip of China, Canton had always

becn fairly independent. This left a peculiar imprint on its citizens. They

WCre always free-thinking, always striving for independence, and

always receptive to new ideas. ’’All new things come from Canton,’’

peOPIc said in China, and the activity of Sun Yatsen’s government bore

〔hCm Out.

When Nguyen arrived in Canton, the Chinese national-democratic

rcvolution was at its peak. Sun Yatsen, idoI of all Chinese progressives,

WaS Sti11 backed by the national bourgeoisie. Everyone saw the

Kuomintang as a t則ly revolutionary party fighting for the country’s

nationa=iberation, against imperialist incursions and the countless

Warlords who were tearing China to pieces. The Kuo血ntang,s

rc¥′Olutionary potential swung high when Sun defined his new political

COurSe at the end of 1923: alliance with the Cormunists, alliance with

Soviet Russia, SuPPOrt Of the workc手PeaSant mOVement.

It would have been a mistake to ignore this. Acting on the interests

Of the chinese working class, for dcmocracy and socialism, the

Comintem Executive recommended the Chinese Communists to work

hand in hand with the Kuomintang. A=he lst Congress of the

Kuomintang, Which Borodin, u′ho had just come to China, helped to

Prcparc・ the Communist Party ofChina was admitted to the Kuomintang

aS an indi、′idual member, While maintaining its organisational and
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To extend the social and political base of their coIonial rule, the

French carried through a number of liberal reforms, Primarily in

education, aCCOmPanied by far-flung propaganda of their civilising

mission in Vietnam, and extolling Franco-Annam上te cooperation.

The educational refoms generated other processes. The hew viet「†ameSe

SCript, q〃∂〔 "諦quickly took root in the country. More newspapers were

being put out, mOre books published. A reading fever broke ouし.

Educated Vietnamese, PuPils and students cxpecia11y, read

everything that reached the booksta11s after the rigid police censorship

- in Vietnamese, Chinese and French. And books on major

SOCio-POlitical problems were read most widely.

But while Nguy6n had climbed the peak of socio-POlitical thought

and had become a champion of Leninism, that most advanced

revolutionary doctrine, during his years abroad, his countrymen at home

Still stumbled about in semi-darkness and raptly absorbed such new

COnCePtS aS freedom, equality, and fratemity, and the ideas of the

French enlighteners. Thirstily, they read Liang Ch’ichao, Who inspired

a sense of national pride, and heatedly compared the pros and cons of

Various political doctrines - Sun Yatsen’s three people’s principles,

Mahatma Gandhi’s sarvodaya doctrine of a universal welfare society

and satyagraha of passive resistance, and also the socialist theories of

Proudhon, Blanqui, and the utopians,

It was not until after the founding of the French Corrmunist Party

that the works of Marx and Lenin began f批ering throu如to Vietnam

in French translation. They reached only a linrited number of readers

at first, but the ideas they contained spread like wildfire. The sced fell

On fertile soil. Thus, a few dozen years later than in Europe, SuCh wor壷

and notions as ’’bourgeoisie’’, ”proletariat’’, ’’the right of nations to

Self-detcrinination’’,一’imperialism’’, ’’coIonialism’一, ’’bourgeois-democratic

revolution’’, and so on, aPPeared in Vietnam’s political vocabulary,

Nguy6n’s new friends had been members of the Association for the

Restoration of Vietnam (Viet Nam Quang Ph匹HQi), PrOfessing the

ideas of Phan BOi Chau. The membership consistcd mainly 。f

Confucian patriots, many Of them of an advanccd age. They stigmatised
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thc cOIonialists in elegant literary style at various gatherings, but were

no longer capable of action. And the young people among them

gl・adually drifted away, until finally恥Thng M糾and Le H6ng Son

set up the secret Union of Hearts Association (Tam Tam Xa). Its

youth餌members counted mostly on terrorist action. The tragic death

of Pham Hるng Th各i after his attempt on the French govemor, COnfused

thelIl・ They had come to a crossroads, for they had heard a lot about

things in Soviet Russia and knew the Russians working for Sun

Yatsen’s govemment.

Nguy6n, however, WaS the first of their compatriots to come directly

from that country, and they hung on his every word.

’’No, Vietnamese patriot can fail to revere Pham H∂ng Thdi’s

expIoit,’一Nguyen said to them. ’’Out of all the seeds that fall to earth, a

martyr’s blood sprouts the quickest. Pham H6ng Thal’s death is the

harbinger of spring. His name will live down the ages because he did

not hesitate to lay down his life for freedom. But, brothers, are yOu Sure

the road you’ve chosen is correct?”

Nguy6n said that in Russia, tOO, PeOPle had begun that way. Lenin,s

elder brother had taken part in an attempt on the tsar,s life, and was

hanged for it. But Russian revolutionaries had found the right way

SPCedily, and established a monolithic party modelled on an effective

revolutionary theory.一’That,’’Nguy6n added,当s what we must do as

Well if we want to liberate our country二一' He said this ca11ed for

knowledge’eSPeCially political knowledge, and suggested that political

education courses should be started for young revolutionaries right

there, in Canton.

In a letter to the Comintem of December 18, Nguy6n wrote:
’’Arrivcd in Canton in mid-December. I am a Cllinese now, nOt

Annamite any more, and my name is Li Chui. Met a few Annamite

nationalists" Picked five of them from different provinces・ Will teach

thcm methods of organisation."

Soon, a Signboard saying, Commjttee for Special Political Studies,

ameared on the door ofhouse 1 3 (a three-StOrey Villa of tropical design)
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On OStCntatiously namcd V祖Minh (Civilisation Stl’Cet). In a lal’ge

SeCOnd-floor classroom, thc walls were hung with p(面raits of Marx,

Lcnin, Stalin, Sun Yatscn, and Pham Hbng Thal. YoLmg PC。Ple 'who had

COme tO the COurSCS directly from Victnam, Whcrc thcy had miraし、u上し雨y

avoidcd arrest, Went rCVerCntly from one portrait to thc nexし

For thc rcst of their ljves, thc`y WOuld rcmembcr the words叩oken

at thc openlng CerCmOny by a man who ca=cd himSelfCo皿mdc ‘血l)’ng.

"What must rcvolutionaries learn first of a11?一一hc had askcd them,

And his rcply was: ’’Thcy must leam the right revolutionry thcory. Thcn

they wi11 be like travellers in the dark of nigh=ighting thcir way with

a torch. Thcre arc many doctrines and theories. But thc trucst, the most

rcliable, the most re¥′Olutionary, is Leninism,’’

Thc curriculum was fairly large. Students studicd thc international

Situation, the history of the October Revolution in Russia, the history

of the three Intemationals and the nationa=iberation movcmcnt, and

Sun Yatsen’s political programme, Thcy also studied economic scienccs,

」Oumalism, thc principles of organlSlng maSS WOrk, and foreign languages.

Some of the lcctures were by Whampoa Military Acadcmy instructors.

The Committce for Special Political Studies was言ndced, COnSidered

a kind of branch of thc Academy, and functioned under its auspICeS.

The main instructor was Nguyin, Who devoted a獲l his frec timC tO the

Those who remembered him at the time said Comrade Vしrong had

looked very young. Hc was now 35, Slim, his finely chiselled face lit

up by an unusually bright pair ofeyes" He was dressed in a paramilitztry

jackct, like that ofSun Yatsen. Livcly, quick, SOfトmanncrcd, but offirm

and confident speech, he had the knack of instantly winning thc

attcntion of his audience, He was annoyed with pcopIc who indulgcd

in fintasy, and was always intent on hitching his thoughts to actual

PraCticc.一一Rcvolution,’’he often said, ’一is the causc of the maSS Of

WOrkers and pcasants, nOt SOmC handful of peopIc. Our main job,

thcreforc, is to work paticntly and regularly with thc maSS Of thc

PeOPle.’’Hc had thc rcquisitc statistics at his fingcrtips, and uscd figしIrCS
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.剛山liy to argue a point. Hc told his audicncc that figures werc thc

m(函Cし)nVlnClng CVidencc.

"As Lellin said,当1e WOuld add, ”岨e pcasant bclicves figurcs more

lha両hcorics.” He also tricd to cultivate Lenin‘s approach to the study

l)f thC l.eVOlutionary’s cn¥′ironmc11t. ’’A rcvolutionary:’hC WOuld say,

"111ust always bc abreast of a11 l)Olitical cvcnts. Rcad thc papcrs - they

紺C thc m血or of life and helpし1nderstand what is golng On.’一

Out of thc subjccts studicd at the courscs, the studcnts wcre naturally

111(函illtC「CstCd in thc VictnamCSe rCVOlution. They wanted to know

el▼Cl-ything about it: What its charactcr shOuld be, and what social and

l-1)litical forccs, What social classes, WOuld takc part in it?

Fo=owing World War I, thc relationship bctwecn thc Vietnamese

imPCl.ial dynasty and the Frcnch coIonialists changed. Cowed by French

POWCr, EmPCrOr Kh霜Dinh and his mandrins abandoned even the slight

omOSition put up by thcir predecessors, and cooperated obsequiously

¥¥′ith thc coIonial authOritics. Khii Dinh’s visit to Francc in 1922, his

h。nCyed spcechcs and fawning bchaviour during that visit, redoubled

lhC llatred of thc Vietnamese.

Thc coIonialists went out of thcir way to revive the former worship

(両hc emperor. Now, this would work in thcir interests. A monarchist

r)arty With its own newspaper was foundcd for this purposc, reCruiting

{¥ mcmbcrship among French-educated Vietnamesc. People who

llrOPagatCd monarchist ideals and Confucian canons, led by Pham

Quynh, One Of the most zcalous collaborationists, gathered round the

young, Westem-educated Prince Vrnh Th早y. But it was impossible to

rcbuild the prestige of the imperial dynasty. So, When Phan Chu Trinh,

WhO retumed to Vietnam, CalIcd for a一’refom Of the ruling dynasty’一

帖s badly hurt his prestigc. By the 1920s, the programmes of all

r)atl●i。tic parties and groups in Vietnam associatcd liquidation of

COIonial oppression with the overthrow of thc impcrial dynasty.

Thc naturc of the feudal class on which the imperial dynasty relicd,

had also changcd radica=y. During the pcriod of coIonial rulc, and

e叩ecia=y :!=he time of the First World War, thc feudal gentry in

VietI「am increascd in numbcrs. In the capital言t was the cmperor and
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his ヽ′Cnal cour=hat backed the Frcnch; in the country高dc it w:lS thC

l‾CaClionar)′ 1andlo「ds. Thcl-C, dnd this dPPliell c叩ccia=y to Cl)Chin

Chilla, the mtional struggle agamSt fr)rClgn ()l)Pl‾eSsol‾S gl-zldua=y

acquil’Cd c¥′er mOl’C disti11Ct SOClal l)¥′CrtOnCS, dnd telldcd to merge w川1

the stlugglc of the POOrest PCaSantS agalnS=he abuscs 。白he landlo重心,

Who, in fact, PCrSOll誼cd the COIonial rcglmC. By thc carly 1920s言t WaS

quitc dcar that thc bulk of thc feuda=ords in Victnam had bccomC
servilc allics of thc French coIonialists.

It followcd　亜at Lcnin’s postulate that the nationそl=iberation

revolution was surc to bc antirfeudal, thus conditionlng il Pl)WCrful

rcvolutiona「y surgc among thc pcasantry, WaS entirely ‘’alid for

Victnam. Nguy6n and his comrades were dWarC l)f lhis. The ’’land to

the ti11er” sIogan imposed by o切ective neccssity, became thc main

SIogan of thcir political platform. But who, What social forccs, WOuld

Carry thc sIogan into effect and mobilisc m皿ons of villagcrs against

COIonialism and fchdalism? Nguych pointed out that thc working class

alonc was grown to this task, bccause the workcrs wcrc言n cffect, the

most consistent fightcrs agamSt COIonialis111 and tllC trueSt bcarcrs of

thc nationa=ntcrcst,丁hc bourgeoisie was out, bccausc its intcl‾CStS WCrC

incrcasingly inteIWOVen With those of the landlords, In Cochin China,

it was the iandlords Who were tummg CaPitalist, While in Tonkin the

bourgeoisie, Which was buying up land, WaS tumng into landlords.

Nguy6n and his ncw friends were convinccd tha=hc Victnamcsc

WOrking class had to h小’e its own party, its own political vanguard, and

as quickly as pos高b看c. But unlikc his鉦ends, Nguy6n knew ofLenin’s

Waming that flrtihcii11 and pre111ature founding of communist partics,

especially in thc backwal’d East, COuld have dcpIorable consequences.

The o切ective need for a working-Class party already existed, but the

Sutljectivc conditions in Indochina wcrc not yet ripe for it. An

Organisation was nceded to act as an intermcdiate link.

Nguy6n lcamcd that in Junc 1924 Phan Boi Chau, imprcssed by Sun

Yatsen’s idcas, had founded a Victnam Nationalist Party, COnSisting of

Vietnamcsc emcgr6s who had scttlcd in China. Thc Party’s programme

CenSured French coIonialism and dcmandcd natil)nal sclfdctcrmination,

Cquality, a COnStitutional republic, liberation of all political prlSOnerS,
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山C righ=t)r VictnamCSC Studcnts to go abroad, and fi‘eCdom R)r the

証ivity of different r)al.ties. In a rel)Ort tO thc Comintern, Nguy6n spokc

highly of thc Nationalist Party’s patl“iotic spirit, but notcd thc faults of

lt5 lc‘adcrs, WllO, aS hc pu白t∴’WCl’C at SCa in politics and had no skill

at a= in ol‾gamSlng thc 11raSSCS.’’

十Ie met Phan BOi ChAu scvera=imeS - in Canton and Shanghai.

Sr)eaking on bchalf of thc Comintem, hc demonstrated thc nccd for

rcYislng the Nationalist Pal-ty’s programmC and tactics so as to make it

m。l-e rCVOlutionこIry. And his argumcnts did, albcit sIowly, yicld thc

しIc`Sired rcsults. It was decided to call a Nationalist Party confercncc in

the oummer Of 1925 in ordcr to determine its further aetiヽ′ity. But the

deci5ion was not fatcd to bc carricd out. On May 18, 1925, Phan B6i

〔亜u was spotted and sci7Cd by agcnts of thc French policc in Shanghai,

川d chippcd to Victnam, Whcre hc was th量●OWn into a HanoI PrlSOn.

A=hc cnd ofJune 1925, gathcring on the top floor ofthe Wcnminlu

¥用a aftcr the lccturcs, Nguy6n and his you量lg fiicnds formed a ncw

l)atriotic organisation callcd the Victnam Rc¥'Olutionary Youth

Assoeiation. Hcre was how Nguy6n defincd its囲CCtivcs:

’’丁hc main thing for us today is to propagate the fundamentals of

Lenin’s doctrine, and the decisions and instructions of thc Comintem.

We must nc¥′Cr氏)rgC=hat nOthing can subst血tc for Leninism. The

Association with its rcvolutionary platform must becomc a bridgc for

岨e cstablishmCnt Of a co111munist party whcn conditions pcrmit."

王†e suggested氏)rming a communist group insidc the Association. It

Ⅵ’ould operatc clandestincly at first" The local authorities, and especially

岨c French policc, WOuld of coursc show an intcrcst in the nature ofthe

Ass。eiation. Tha白s why, hc said, it would bc advisablc to use a less

radical namc for it in public. He suggested calling it Youth Party of

Victnam.

It was agreed to put out a paper. r/la/高Ni鉦(Youth), and, aS in

Paris Nguy6n was madc its chicfcditor. Thc papcr was stcncilled in a

few hundrcd copICS, and distributcd in South China among Vietnamese

emlgr6s, anしl among Frcnch scamcn in Canton dn Shanghai, Who

Shippcd it sccrctly to Victnam, France, and Siam. Thc papcr・s calls for
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