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Publisher's note

This is a collection of the most important
speeches and writings of General Vo
Nguyen Giap in the period between 1969
and 1972, gathered under three headings:

1 — People’s war against U.S. aero-naval
war,

2 — National liberation war in Viet Nam,

3 — To arm the revolutionary masses, to
build the people’s army.

They are a valuable aid for understand-
ing the general line, strategy and tactics of
the national liberation war in Viet Nam
and particularly of people’s war against
U.S. aggression.

In the translation of the speeches, we
have retained the style of the spoken lan-
guage, and as a result there is some una-
voidable repetition in some passages.
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CHAPTER 1

OUR PEOPLE'S WAR HAS DEFEATED THE US.
AERO-NAVAL WAR 1!

I — A VICTORY OF STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE

Together with the emulation congresses of our forces
in the various war zones, in the various arms and services
since early spring, this Emulation Congress of the anti-
aircraft and air forces marks a tremendous victory of our
people in their resistance against U.S. aggression, for
national salvation. This is a triumph of the people’s war
in North Viet Num over the U.S. imperialists’ air and
naval war of destruction. Along with the resounding suc-
cesses on the South Viet Nam theatre it is a victory of great
consequence, of strategic significance.

Four years ago, when their *‘special war” strategy in
South Viet Nam was facing complete bankruptcy, the U.S.
imperialists, with the utter obduracy of an international
gendarme and couhting on their economic and military
potential, made the most serious strategic and political
mistake in the history of their aggressions. To make good
their failures, they launched a large-scale ‘‘limited war”,
committed masses of expeditionary troops to an aggression
against South Viet Nam, and at the same time started a
piratical air and naval war of destruction against North

1. Speech delivered at the Emulalion Congress of the Anti-
Aircraft and Air Forces held in early June 1869,

Jricinal irom




14 VO NGUYEN GIAP — SELECTED WRITINGS

Viet Nam — an independent and sovereign state, a member
of the socialist camp.

On the South Viet Nam theatre, they mounted one
major counter-offensive after another during two succes-
sive dry seasons, which all came to grief, But the heavier
their setbacks, the more frantically they stepped up the
aggressive war, deploying ever-bigger ground, air and
naval forces which soon far exceeded the strength origi-
nally intended for a *‘limited war”. +

In the North they carried out frenzied raids and con-
tinually escalated the war as their reverses increased, ex-
tending their attacks up to the 19th and 20th parallels,
then to the Northwest, Northeast and Viet Nam-China
border, and finally to Hanoi, our capital, and Haiphong, the
biggest port in North Viet Nam.

They mustered a fairly big modern air force based in
Thailand and on aircraft carriers, together with artillery
of various types operated from on board the Seventh Fleet
and from the infantry forces south of the demarcation line,
They mounted nearly 100,000 strikes against our beloved
North Viet Nam, using more than one million tons of bombs
and shells. They tried all kinds of hardware in their arse-
nal such as bombs and shells, rockets, steel-pellet bombs,
napalm and magnetic bombs, and all the other most up-
to-date and murderous weapons at their disposal short of
nuclear ones.

The U.S. imperialists thought that with their modern
air and naval forces and the huge amount of bombs and
shells which they believed nothing would resist, they could
easily achieve their strategic objectives and finally subdue
our people and bring to fruition their scheme of neo-
colonialist aggression.

But they were grossly mistaken,

They thought that our determination would be shaken
within a few weeks and our people would give in. But,
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conirary to their expectation, the fiercer their strikes, the
deeper our people’s hatred for the U.S. aggressors and the
firmer the resolve of our entire army and people to defeat
them. True, the aggressors had made careful and compre-
hensive calculations, banking heavily on the effectiveness
of their modern armoury. However, there was one hard
reality they had failed to take into account, that is: the
Vietnamese people are a heroic people who have since time
immemorial never bowed to any invader and who have
in less than three decades defeated Japanese fascism and
French imperialism one after the other, and are now
staunchly fighting and keeping in check the U.S. imperialist
ﬂggTESSU‘T&

The U.S. imperialists beliecved that with the force of
their weaponry they could within a short period of time
destroy all our land and water communications, com-
pletely sever North from South Viet Nam and realize their
dark design of preventing the North Vietnamese from
fulfilling their sacred duty to their Southern kith and kin.
But reality has completely baffled their plans, The more
their raids intensified, the warmer the militant solidarity
between North and South, the closer the North Vietnam-
ese stood by their beloved countrymen in the South, and
the more zealously they fulfilled their duty as the great
rear area toward the great fighting front. Viet Nam is one
country, the Vietnamese are one nation ; no force can drive
them apart. d

In the * All for defeating the U.S. aggressors” and
‘*Nothing is more precious than independence and free-
dom spirit the North Vietnamese people have constantly
turned their thoughts toward their Southern kindred, and
have discharged with merit their sacred duty toward the
liberation cause in the other half of their beloved country.

The U.S. imperialists expected that with the for-
midable destructive power of their modern air and naval
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forces, they could promptly bring our people's economic
and cultural life to a standstill and cause serious damage
to our national defence potential and our socialist con-
struction. But what happened upset their calculations. In
the flame of the fighting and in the flush of its victory
over the war of destruction, North Viet Nam grew ever
steadier and stronger. Agricultural and industrial produc-
tion has remained stable and even developed. Communica-
tions and transport have been safeguarded. Cultural, educa-
tional and medical activities have increased. The national
defence forces have consolidated and grown considerably.
Even in wartime, the people’s life has continued unper-
turbed and the army’s needs have been adequately met.
The moral and political unity of our entire people has
become stronger than ever before. With such marvellous
achievements in fighting and in production the socialist
regime has unmistakably proved its superiority and great
vitality. The North has brought into full play its role as
the base of the revolution for the whole country and as
the great rear area for the great fighting front,

In combat, the North has grown steadier than ever
before and has become our steel rampart. This we can
rightly take pride in. Friends from foreign countries who
visited North Viet Nam were astonished by the strong
vitality of our nation and the miraculous revolutionary
optimism of our people. Such a nation, such a people, under
a socialist regime, will surely defeat any enemy.

The main goal of the U.S, imperialists’ war of desiruc-
tion against the North was to effectively co-ordinate actions
with their expeditionary troops in the South Viet Nam
theatre of operations and realize their aggressive design
there.

After years of U.S. intensified aggressive war in both
parts of our country, big changes have occurred in the
South Viet Nam situation. The more the U.S. imperialists

sees v GOOGle
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stepped up their aggressive war, the heavier their failures ;
the more our people persisted in their resistance, the
greater their victories. Especially since early spring 1968,
under the banner of the National Front for Liberation, the
heroic people and Liberation Army in the South have been
mounting wave after wave of widespread offensives and
uprisings against the enemy, springing powerful, continual
and many-sided attacks — military and political — in towns
and country, in the plains and hill-forests areas ; the liber-
ated areas have been expanded and people’s revolution-
ary power set up throughout South Viet Nam. The gene-
ralized offensives and uprisings have won tremendous and
unprecedented successes on every side, upsetting the
strategic battle array of the enemy, rocking their rear
area and shaking their aggressive will. They have forced
the U.S. imperialists to put an end o the counter-offensive
stage of their “*limited war” on the South Viet Nam theatre,
switch on to the defensive and the ‘‘clear and hold”
strategy, and muster the major part of their forces for the
defence of the towns and important bases.

In early spring this year, at the very moment when
the Nixon administration, which had just assumed office,
was at a loss to find a solution to the Viet Nam problem,
the armed forces and people in the South staged a new
wave of attacks, powerful and well-timed, striking hard
at the U.S. aggressors in many skilfully prepared and
highly efficient actions. These repeated assaults prove
that the longer they fight the stronger the South Viet
Nam armed forces and people become, and spell out the
great ability of South Viet Nam —the bulwark of the
fatherland —to deliver powerful and continuous blows,
and its determination to press its attacks till final victory.

Turning our thoughts to the heroic South we warmly
hail the great victories of our fourteen million beloved

- A KA
Y 1
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counirymen, of the heroic Liberation Armed Forces, the
pride of our entire people.

Having bitterly failed in their war effort and confront-
ed with innumerable difficulties not only on the Viet Nam
battlefield but also at home and in the world, the U.S.
imperialists were forced to reconsider their unjust war
condemned by all progressive mankind. They had to enter

into talks with the delegates of the Government of the -

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and'the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation. This was something they
had not envisaged when they sent massive numbers of ag-
gressor troops to our country. This was one more aspect of
their political passiveness in the face of the radiant justice
and great strength of our nation. Recently the N.F.L. put
forward its ten-point overall solution to the Viet Nam prob-
lem together with very sound and serious principles
which further aggravated the U.S. imperialists’ and their
flunkeys' embarrassment.

The U.S. imperialists attacked the North in the hope
of extricating themselves from their predicament in the
South, but they met with bitter setbacks in both parts of
our country. On the South Viet Nam theatre the heroic
people and Liberation Armed Forces inflicted reverse after.
reverse upon 1,200,000 troops of the U.S. imperialists and
their henchmen. This marvellous exploit was a telling blow
at the U.S. imperialists’ scheme of aggression and a-very
important contribution to defeating their war of destruc-
tion in North Viet Nam. The aggressors were driven to
unconditionally cease their bombardments in the North. It
was the failure not only of the war of destruction but
also of an important part of the *limited war"” strategy
and of this strategy itself. It is safe to say that they have
now tacitly admitted the bankruptey of their ‘‘limited
war” strategy and are forced to consider an ¢ honourable”

vigitized by (3OO0 gle
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settlement and of ‘‘de-Americanizing” the war. Is ‘‘de-
Americanization” a new manceuvre ? Surely the U.S. impe-
rialists have not forgotten that they have once used non-
American forces — the puppet army and administration —
in the ‘‘special war”, and having failed miserably, they
had, out of passiveness, to take the decision to *‘Ameri-
canize” the war. Now that the ‘‘limited war” has gone
bankrupt, they hope to turn the tide by resorting to the old
trick of ««de-Americanizing” or ‘‘Vietnamizing” the war.
Both the U.S. and puppets have failed to gain a position
of strength and have sustained more setbacks in the process.
Yet they now want to put into effect a plan for a ‘‘phased
withdrawal” of U.S. forces, with a view to replacing them
by puppet troops and securing a position of strength, It is
clear that they are plunging deeper into an impass, a
guagmire and a losing position.

Our people are determined to continue foiling all their
new schemes and keep up our resistance till final victory.
And this war against U.S. aggression, for national salva-
tion — the biggest in our nation’s history against foreign
aggression — will dash to the ground the myth of U.S.
invincible military and economic strength. Our people’s
war is beating off and will surely defeat completely the
neo-colonialist aggressive war of the U.S. imperialists.

1I — SHINING EXAMPLES OF
REVOLUTIONARY HEROISM

Under the leadership of our Party headed by our
beloved and venerated President Ho Chi Minh, the people’s
armed forces in the North have upheld the tradition of
resolute fighting until victory, of loyalty to the Party and
devotion to the people, and have gloriously fulfilled their
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duty of crushing the American imperialists’ war of de-
struction so as to make a worthy contribution to the great
victory of our nation.

The anti-aircraft forces of our three kinds of armed
forces in all localities, from the militia or self-defence
member holding the plough or the hammer in one hand
and the gun in the other, or fighting on a permanent basis
in the battlefields, to the anti-aircraft and air force units,
have achieved very brilliant exploits and, together with
the entire army and people, shot down nearly 3,300 ! Ameri-
can planes, got the better of the modern air force, and
sunk or burnt hundreds of warships and commando boats
of the topmost imperialist power. These are most glorious
feats of arms. At this congress, it is very gratifying for us
to commend all cadres and fighters of our heroic people’s
armed forces, of the anti-aircraft, infantry, artillery, en-
gineer, transport, signal, naval and other units on the
collective exploits achieved.

We all warmly congratulate our anti-aircraft artillery
and missile units, air force, radar and other units of the
anti-gircraft and air forces for their very important part
in the victory over the U.S. air force. They have displayed
revolutionary heroism, their resolve to fight and win, their
splendid courage, great vigilance, intelligence and creative
power ; they have constantly improved their technique
and tactics and devised skilful fighting methods to foil
the perfidious technical tricks of the American aggressors
and shot down nearly all types of their most up-to-date
planes.

Promoting their spirit of **aiming right at the enemy”,
inany anti-gircraft gunners and units have recorded oui-
standing achievements. They are the heroic Company No. 1,

1. Up to June 5, 1968 when the speech was delivered, 3,204 US.
jlunes had been downed. (Pub.)
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the Hong Linh unit credited with the highest record of 200
planes downed, the Xung Kich unit which fought with
extraordinary perseverance and courage on the strategic
communications front. Many comrades such as chief gunner
Nguyen Huy Hong who, seriously wounded, continued to
fight heroically, chief gunner Bui Xuan Chien who rushed
into the flames to keep up the fighting. These comrades
have set shining examples of revolutionary heroism.

Our young but heroic missile force has grown rapidly
to maturity. Many units and operators recorded great feats
such as the heroic Section No, 61, the Section No. 64 which
grounded the highest number of American aircraft (over
40), the Song Da unit with 137 planes downed to its credit,
the Nam Trieu and Ha Long units with a score of over
100 aircraft each, army hero Nguyen Tuyen and others who
have ceaselessly improved their scientific and technical
levels thanks to their revolutionary ardour.

Our nascent but heroic air force, true to its tradition
of winning every battle has scored valiant exploits : The
heroic Company No. 1 downed over 60 aircraft, Company
No. 2 over 50, Sao Do unit over 100. Besides heroes Tran
Hanh, Nguyen Van Bay and Lam Van Lich, many other
comrades fought most valiantly and skilfully, and per-
formed brilliant feats such as Nguyen Van Coc who blasted
9 planes, Ha Van Chuc who broke into an enemy forma-
tion of 36 aircraft and grounded the leading one manned
by a colonel, thus checking the attack.

Our radar operators, courageous and constantly vigi-
lant, have never ceased to improve their technical level
and proved capable of spotting the enemy *‘‘from afar,
rapidly, accurately and thoroughly”; they have fought
tirelessly by their oscilloscopes and recorded ever greater
achievements ; among others we can mention such distin-
guished units as Companies Nos. 11 and 19 and such able




2
VO NGUYEN GIAP — SELECTED WRITINGS

operators as Pham Si Yeng, Do Ngoan, Nguyen V i
and Tran Vinh Quang. : AT

Signal, engineer transport, armo
) J s f ury and other support
units, offices and schools have displayed great comhat?ve-
ness and efficiently served the fighting, making an impor-
tant contribution to the common victory,

. Our heroic anti-aircraft and air forces have accom-
plished the task entrusted them by the Party and the
people with splendid success and earned the .conﬁdence
and love of our armed forces and people.

We are very proud of our fellow-countrymen who
Pave spared no effort and even sacrificed their lives in help-
?.ng the armymen and, together with them, in taking part
in the fighting. They have spent millions of work-days to
build defence positions and roads to haul guns, carry am-
munition, and tend the wounded. Without the \;fhole—
hearted assistance and encouragement of the population
of Party organizations, government bodies and mass organi:
za.ti'ons of various localities, and of people of various nation-
alities, it would have been impossible for our army to
perform such outstanding exploits,.

The victories won by our armed forces are closely
associated with the success of precautions'against air raids
taken by the civilian air defence. Our compatriots have
d_ug millions of air raid shelters and tens of thousands of
kllo.m_etres of communication irenches ; by efficiently or-
ganizing an alert system and a thorough dispersal they
reduced the losses caused by the enemy to the minimum
Thus, highly favourable conditions were created to fight
the adversary and foil their objectives

The successes of our armed forces and people are
closely associated with our achievements in production
transport and communications and in the cultural, medical:
and other branches, In production, our people displayed
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courage and perseverance, unceasingly improved their
technique and increased their labour productivity, over-
came natural calamities and the havoc wrought by the
enemy and satisfied all the requirements of our resistance.
More particularly, as of late the enemy concentrated their
attacks on the communication lines, and as a result the
fighting unfolded most fiercely. With the spirit ‘‘to mend
the roads immediately after the enemy destroy them”
and ‘*when the vehicles cannot pass, even houses are dis-
mantled to repair the road”, the forces in charge of trans-
port and communications and the population have fought
very heroically and gloriously carried the day. Thanks to
the valiant struggle and strenuous efforts of our people in
all branches, organs and localities to repel enemy raids
and overcome difficulties and hardships in order to win
on all fronts, we have recently recorded great successes in
every field.

Once again, we warmly hail and praise the tremen-
dous achievements of our people in all localities and on
all fronts. We express our profound gratitude end respect
to them who, under the leadership of our Party, have
given us added strength to defeat the enemy.

1II — OUR PARTY'S CORRECT LINE:
FOUNTAIN-HEAD OF ALL OUR SUCCESSES

All the great successes of our people originate from
the correct revolutionary line and the sound leadership of
our Party headed by President Ho Chi Minh,

Our Party has laid down its revolutionary line by
correctly and creatively applying Marxism-Leninism to the
concrete conditions of the revolution and of revolutionary
war in our country.
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That is the line of **promoting the socialist revolution
in the North and at the same time the mational people’s
democratic revolution in the South, achieving the reuni-
fication of the country on the basis of independence and
democracy, building a peaceful, reunified, independent,
democratic and prosperous Viet Nam, thereby contributing
effectively to the strengthening of the socialist camp and
to the defence of peace in Southeast Asia and the world"”.

That is the line of revolutionary war in a country with
no large territory and population, but carried out by a
heroic people — who possess a time-honoured tradition of
building and defending their country, who have stood up
time and again to fight and defeat enemies many times
stronger than themselves economically and militarily — for
their independence and freedom, for socialism,

This line, imbued with the radical revolutionary spirit
of the working class, is the application of an offensive
strategy to the concrete conditions of the present epoch;
it is imbued with a constant determination to attack the
enemy, to repel them step by step and smash them part by
part so as to crush them completely and secure final victory
for the revolution. That line gives full play to the ardent
patriotism of our people, and at the same time is permeated
with genuine proletarian internationalism. Our Party has
always upheld the spirit of self-help, of relying mainly
on our own strength while highly valuing the devoted
asgistance of the fraternal countries and the sympathy and
support of all progressive mankind. That line is a condens-
ed expression of our Party’'s spirit of independence and
sovereignty and stems from its sense of political respon-
sibility for the revolutionary cause of our people and
nation.

The fundamental point of our Party’s line of revolu-
tionary war is this: the whole people, the whole country
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fights the aggressors with the people’s armed forlces as the
hard core. By mobilizing the entire people to resist aggres-
sion, by bringing people’s war to a very high level, and by
displaying unprecedented courage and creatij.re power, m._u'
Party has firmly grasped the rule of revolutionary war in
Viet Nam, thus generating a mighty force to get the better

of any aggressor.

Deeply confident of the people’s invincible strength
and indomitable will in face of U.S. imperialism—an enemy
possessed of a tremendous potential and, in addition, utter-
ly cruel and perfidious — our Party has al\n'rays seen
through the nature and scheme of the enemy, their general
strategic intentions as well as their political m.anueuvrffs
and concrete tactics. It has accurately appralsed‘ their
strong and weak points, their innumerable contrad.:ctic.ms
and insurmountable difficulties, and has made ft scientific
analysis of the rules of the U.S. neo-colonial'lst war of
aggression. In this aggressive war, all strategic schemes
of neo-colonialism have been foiled one after ano‘ther by
the powerful offensives of people’s war. The ffull.ure of
their *‘special war” compelled the u.s. in}perlahsts to
wage a ‘‘limited war”. Their bitter defeats .m the South
drove them to launch a war of destruction in 'lhe. North.
Their reverses forced them to escalate and it is their 105.ses
which led them to de-eschlate in their war of destruction.
The more reckless they were, the heavier setbacks they
suffered as a result of our people’s strong offensives. Ob-
durate in escalation they met with defeats ; obdurate anfl
frenzied in de-escalation they met with still more humi-
liating ones. That is a blind alley which will inevitably lead
them to complete failure. That is the irrevocable develop-
ment process of the U.S imperialists’ aggressive war, and
it has the character of a rule.

™
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The military line in our people’s war against the U.S.
neo-colonialists’ war of aggression has these marked char-
acteristics :

.The spirit of sustained, resolute and all-round offensive
ugra_m.st the enemy. To strike the enemy with all our forces :
basmg. ourselves on the valiant spirit and intelligence of
the Vietnamese people who have reached a high level of
political consciousness and are very closely united, to vigor-
ously develop the efficiency of ‘all kinds of weapc;ns at our
disposal, use all forms of struggle and combat methods and
hit the enemy evervwhere and at any time. To constantly
attack and wipe out the enemy while seeing to the preser-
vation and development of our own forces so that we
become stronger and score more successes as we fight.

The capability to strike a big force with a small force
the courage to confront and defeat an opponent disposing’
of modern war means with weapons which are in most
cases unsophisticated, to use seasoned troops and clever
combat methods to fight an enemy superior in number and
equi-pped with modern armaments, Imbued with such a
spirit and devising excellent fighting tactics, our people
aﬂd_ armed forces always hold the initiative of operations
against the ememy. hitting them devastatingly from a
position of strength,

In the South, under the sound leadership of the Nation-
al Front for Liberation, our people, millions acting as one
man, have taken up arms and launched a strategic offen-
sive by making use of both political and revolutionary
arn'fe-d forces, of the regular army, regional troops and
militia and guerillas, of all weapons available, rudi-
mentary, improved and modern; they have co-ordinat-
ed armed struggle with political action, military opera-
tions with uprisings, military and political offensives
with persuasion work among the enemy troops, used

sanies oy GOOGle
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various combat methods — fielding small-, medium-
size and big units in all the three strategic areas: hill-
forests, plains and urban centres. The South Viet Nam
people and armed forces have skilfully used the method of
opposing a small force to a bigger one, concentrating an
appropriate troop strength when need be, using a highly
effective force, striking hard and telling blows at the ene-
my’s manpower, war means and rear bases, in order to cause
them ever heavier losses while we grow stronger in the
fighting and win bigger successes.

In the North, to worst the U.S. war of destruction, our
people have developed an enormous fighting potential. To
defend the North and fulfil their duty as the great rear
area to the great fighting front in the South, our people
and armed forces have thwarted all the frenzied efforts of
the Americun aggressors and scored brilliant successes.

Our Party has energetically aroused the patriotism and
love for socialism of the entire people, and called on our
armed forces and people to enhance their determination
to fight, bring into full play their revolutionary heroism,
surmount all difficulties and hardships, make sacrifices
and endure losses, in order to mobilize and organize the
people’s forces in the fight against the invader.

Hence, the entire people have taken part in the
struggle in a well-organized manner. Prompted by deep
hatred for the enemy, our army has made good use of
ever more sophisticated weapons and equipment and
devised highly efficient combat methods. In the course of
the fighting they have developed to the utmost their
offensive spirit, searched the enemy to beat them, grasped
the rule governing their activities and the characteristics
and capabilities of our own forces, then acted with deter-
mination, secrecy and suddenness to engage the enemy and
wipe them out. All this has enabled us to avail ourselves

yr
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of the adversary’s moves to hit them back, depriving their
attacks of all or part of their efficiency while con-
stantly keeping our initiative of operations. We have
thus made notable progress in our efforts to oppose
a smaller force to a bigger one and to co-ordinate
small engagements with medium-size and big ones. Where
and when we grasp this fighting method, there and then
we can obtain the greatest success, continually harass the
enemy, destroy their manpower and foil all their tactical
manceuvres and schemes.

Everywhere in our country, all our three kinds of
urmed forces have defeated the ememy. Our militiamen
and guerillas, young or old, men or women, have downed
enemy jets and captured American pilots. Each rifle,
machine-gun, heavy gun, missile-launching-pad or modern
plane at our brave and resourceful fighters’ disposal has
been brought into full play; even rifles can successfully
cope with modern U.S. jet planes,

Being aware of the enemy’s perfidious scheme to check
our communications and transport and sever the relations
between our rear area and our fighting front, we have set
our army and people to fight on the communications and
transport front considered as an emergency central task.
With gallantry, perseverance and commendable creative-
ness our people have remarkably fulfilled their task on
this front, frustrating the above-mentioned scheme of the
enemy.

The adversary plotted to cause us heavy losses in life
and property and to wreck our economic potentialities and
national defence. Parallel to the participation in the fight-
ing, our people have made great efforts to effectively pre-
serve their forces, The dispersal of civilians and precau-
tions against air raids have proved their efficiency in the
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protection of the lives and property of the population and
their tremendous significance in our victorious resistance.

We have changed the orientation of economic construc-
tion in wartime, strengthen regional industry, ensure pro-
duction while fighting and continue {o build socialism, in
order to satisfy the immediate needs of the war and to
meet the long-range requirements of socialist construction
in the North. In the thick of the fight, the socialist relations
of production have not only been maintained but they have
also developed their great efficiency in the enhancement of
our people’s material and moral strength to defeat U.S.
aggression and to build socialism. Our people have ful-
filled this glorious task with a high political consciousness
tempered in the process of socialist construction in the
North. Whereas our resistance war against the French
colonialists was conducted with a people's democratic
economy, today, for the first time in our long history we
are waging a war of resistance for national salvation
against the American imperialists under a socialist regime.
Through the trials of the war the socialist system has
proved its excellence and stability.

Since the ouiset of the 1J.S. predatory war against the
North, our Party realized that the aim of the aggressors
was to stave off the U.S. puppet predicament in the South
Viet Nam theatre and it has therefore called on the entire
people o devote their heart and strength to the fight
against the aggressors with a view to liberating the South
and defending the North. Our fellow-countrymen in the
South and their Liberation armed forces have put up a
stubborn struggle : against a blow dealt at the North, the
enemy received ten at the hand of the South Viet Nam
people and armed forces who have thus won bigger and

bigger successes.
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It is in these conditions that our armed forces and
people in the North have unceasingly heightened their
combativeness, caused ever heavier losses o the enemy,
foiled all their strategic schemes and political and tactical
manceuvres, compelling them to unconditionally halt the
bombing of the North and resign themselves to total failure
in their war of destruction.

Such are the new developments in our Party’s line of
revolutionary war and conduct of war. The mapping out
and development of this line has been a great achievement
in the application of the fundamental principles of Marx-
ism-Leninism concerning war and armed forces to the
concrete conditions of our country. Qur people have pro-
moted to a higher level the traditional indomitability, the
heroism and combat skill of a people who have defeated

powerful aggressor armies in the course of their long
history.

The soundness of the revolutionary and military lines

of our Party has been demonstrated by the successes

- recorded on the battlefield. These lines are the very source
of our indomitable strength and of all our victories.

Vietnamese military science is an advanced one, which
has been outwitting the strategies and tactics of the im-
perialist war of aggression and the outmoded military
thought of an imperialist power which, though possessed
of a tremendous economic and military potential, is on
the wane and will continue to weaken in the inevitable
development process of history at the present time.

In the revolutionary struggle of our people for inde-
pendence, for the reunification of their country and for
socialism, Vietnamese military science has brought into
play its far-reaching and proved its unquestionable superi-
ority over the military thought of the imperialists, as well
as its tremendous combativeness and invincible strength.
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IV — LET US VALIANTLY MARCH FORWARD TO BRING
OUR STRUGGLE AGAINST US. AGGRESSION, FOR
NATIONAL SALVATION, TO TOTAL VICTORY

The ultimate defeat of the U.S. imperialists is a fore-
gone conclusion. The longer they drag on the war, the
heavier setbacks they will incur. But they are still very
obdurate and do not want to give up their aggressive
designs upon our country.

Though compelled to talk about an **honourable” set-
tlement of the war, the U.S. imperialists are feverishly
stepping up their aggression, exerting every effort to
retrieve their situation by ‘‘de-Americanizing” the war
step by step, and continuing their attempt to impose neo-
colonialism on South Viet Nam and prolong the partition
of our country. In their passive, defensive posture and
serious predicament, they are doing their best to reinforce
their defences, frantically shore up the crumbling puppet
army in all respects, rally the forces on their payroll and
breathe life into them in an attempt to bolster up the
puppet Thieu-Ky-Huong administration. At the same time,
they are frenziedly using B.52s, bombs and shells and
toxic chemicals to devastate the liberated zone, launching
repeated military operations and stepping up the so-called
““accelerated pacification” program to repress, persecute
and massacre our fellow-countrymen. While drifting toward
ultimate defeat the U.S. imperialists still nurture the illu-
sion that they can check the advance of the South Viet
Nam armed forces and people who in the impetus of their
victories, are dashing toward final victory.

Meanwhile, in the North, they stubbornly ge on with
their acts of war, carrying on reconnaissance flights and
provocations, perpetrating other crimes, encroaching upon
the sovereignty and threatening the security of the
D.R.V.N,, and continuing to dispatch spies and commandos
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to devastate socialist North Viet Nam. For all their failures
in four years of the war of destruction, they have not yel
renounced their dark designs upon the North.

For the independence and reunification of the country,
and for socialism, we pledge ourselves to strictly imple-
ment the teaching of President Ho Chi Minh : «So long
as a single aggressor remains on our soil, we must fight on
to sweep him away.” Our people throughout the country,
united as one man, are resolved to rush forward to fight
the U.S. aggressors till final victory.

It is the sacred duty of our people, of our nation, to
completely defeat the U.S. aggressors. All cadres and
fighters of the people’s armed forces show their determi-
nation to fight and to win, heighten their vigilance and
resolutely fulfil all the tasks entrusted them by our Party
and people,

All cadres and fighters of the anti-aircraft and air
forces must be well aware of the new situation and of their
new tasks, fight stubbornly together with the other arms
and services of the people’s armed forces, resolutely smash
all acts of war of the enemy, bring down all types of recon-
naissance planes, be constantly prepared to fight, and with
a strong resolve foil all the perfidious schemes of the
American imperialists.

To accomplish these tasks, we must ceaselessly
strengthen our anti-aircraft and air forces and help them
acquire great fighting capabilities and a great combat
efficiency.

We must build excellent A.A, artillery : all AA. bat-
talions should fight as well as, or better than, the Nguyen
Viet Xuan Battalion ; all A A. units should fight as well as,
or better than, the Hong Linh Unit.

We must build excellent mnissile units so that all ils
units can fight as well as, or better than, the heroic Sections
No. 61 and No. 64 or the Song Da Unit.
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We must build an excellent air force so that all its
units can fight as well as, or better than, heroic Company
No. 1 and Company No. 2 or the Sao Do Unit.

We must build excellent radar units so that they can
detect the enemy in good time whenever they intrude into
our air space.

We must consolidate all our services, paying adequate
attention to technical and logistic bases.

The standpoint of our Party on the building of the arm-
ed forces is constantly to attach the utmost importance to
raising their fighting capabilities and combat efficiency.
Only by so doing can we successfully fight a big force with
a small one, vanquish an aggressive and numerous force
with modern equipment by a not-so-large force with not-
so-modern equipment and get the better of an army of
the topmost imperialist power which disposes of the great-
est economic and military potentials in the capitalist world.
Only by so doing can we promote the fighting tradition of
our forefathers and grasp the spirit and content of Viet-
namese military science.

The yardstick to measure the fighting capabilities of an
army is the combat efficiency of its units. Should all our
air force companies be able to destroy over 60 enemy air-
craft as the heroic Company No. 1 did, should all our missile
units be able to knock out of our skies over 40 planes as
did one of them, sholld all our A.A. artillery battalions be
able to destroy over 120 aircraft as the Nguyen Viet Xuan
Battalion did, even with their present number, our anti-
aireraft and air forces would have fighting capabilities five,
ten or more times stronger. This means that the fighting
capabilities of our army would be considerably multiplied.
And this is what we are exerting ourselves to achieve a
realistic goal that all cadres and fighters of our anti-air-
craft and air forces must attain at anv cost.
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First and foremost, we must grasp the military line
and operational thought of the Party. This is the line .Of
people’s war developed to a high degree where the entire
people fight and are valiant fighters ; this is the thought
of resolutely attacking the enemy to wipe them out,.of
striking them without respite and on all planes, acting
with initiative, secrecy, suddenness, determination, m:rurage
and resourcefulness and using a small force agau‘mt a
bigger one, so as to achieve ever higler combat efficiency
and winning ever greater victories.

Organizationally, our troops must Le well SEI.ESOJiEd:
very strong, built up and equipped in accordance with tfh.e
requirements of our combat methods. They must be politi-
cally and ideologically steadfast, and thoroughly conver-
sant with technique and tactics; they must perfet:,t the
organization of their command, be appropriately' equipped,
and enjoy good material and technical clt:a:nditmns;3 espe-
cially as far as arms and services with modern equipment
like the anti-aircraft and air forces are concerned. The
officers in particular must be highly qualified, evince revo-
lutionary virtues, master technique and tactics, S!.'IOW a
grim determination to fight, and prove equal to their task
as commanders, capable of leading their units to victory.

Your emulation congress has highlighted a great many
examples set by army units and individual fighters -in
combat and in training. For the congress to develop its
great impact, it is necessary to review more concretely and
more penetratingly the experiences of the most represef\ta-
tive units, and from these experiences draw guid?-}mes
and principles in order to enrich our Party’s military
thought, improve our combat methods am._l achieve greater
achievements and feats of arms. This is a very good basis to
strengthen our anti-aircraft and air forces, and improve
their fighting capabilities so that they can become an
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excellent arm, capable of defeating any enemy and effect-
ively defending the beloved skies of our heroic Viet Nam.

*

A very great and heavy task faces our people through-
out the country, that of making all-out efforts to bring

our resistance against U.S. aggression, for national salve-
tion, to complete victory.

Our countrymen and the liberation armed forces in
the heroic South are rushing ahead like tidal waves, push-
ing up their attacks, and winning great victories, thus land-
ing the American imperialists in an ever graver losing
position and passive posture. For the liberation of South
Viet Nam, for the reunification of our country, for sociai-
ism, and for the fulfilment of our lofty internationalist
obligation, our armed forces and people in the North are
exerting the greatest efforts to fight in order to defend the
North, push ahead socialist construction and accomplish
their sacred duty as the great rear area toward the great
fighting front.

Never have the Vietnamese people been confronied
with such a historic and glorious task as today.

Never have they deployved their combat strength with
such an impetus.

Under the banner of the Party headed by our beloved
and venerated President Ho Chi Minh, all our cadres and
fighters in the people’s armed forces in general and the
anti-aircraft and air forces in particular will courageously
march forward together with our people all over the coun-
tru in order to carry through our glorious mission and
record the most shining exploits in the history of our
resistance against aggression: to completely defeat the
American aggressors, liberate the South, defend the North
and advance toward the reunification of the country.



CHAPTER 11

PEOPLE'S WAR AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL!

Today you are meeting to discuss the review o!! four
years of people’s war versus the war of destruction in the
various regions of the North, I am very gla!:l to address
your meeting. Let me convey the cordial greetfngs of Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh, the Party Central Committee m.ld th'e
Central Military Committee to all the participants in this
congress and all cadres and fighters of the regional armed
forces, to all our fellow-countrymen and all cadres and
Party members in the various regions.

On many previous occasions I have talked about peo-
ple's war versus the US. war of destruction in the ?iorth
as a whole. Today I would like to deal with the br'tlliant
successes and immense strength of peaple"‘s war in the
various regions of the North, i.e. in the varmusl provinces,
and take this opportunity to set forth some views ‘abou:
the progress, new potentialities, and important position o
regional military work. +

Over the past years, under the direct leadership 03:,
the regional Party organizations, the gallant fight an
creative labour of our people and armed forces accounf:d
for a worthy part in the common achievements ?f 4 e‘
North and of the country as a whole, and our people’s war

in various regions attained a rather high level.

e ————

1. Speech delivered at the Conference for Summing Up the Four

vears of Viclorious Resistance to the U.S. War of Destruction, held

by the 3rd Military Zone in July 1869.
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The people's war versus the war of destruction was a
nation-wide and all-sided resistance with new features.
Hence the abundant and valuable experiences gathered by
the various regions in all fields.

The first experience consists in having the entire peo-
ple fight the enemy, in having the entire people hit back
at enemy aircraft to defend our airspace, and at enemy
vessels to defend our territorial waters, in conducting war-
time mobilization in such a way as to expand our regular
troops and at the same time to build and develop our
regional armed forces, and make comprehensive prepara-
tions to guard against the expansion by the enemy of the
s limited war"” of aggression to the whole country.

As the war goes on, the various regions have continued
to maintain and boost production and to build socialism,
the immediate aim being to help bring the resistance to
victory and the long-term one being to push socialist
revolution forward. That is why they have also gained ex-
perience in changing the economic orientation, building
socialism in wartime conditions, and closely combining
combat duties with the task of building socialism. We must
stress that this is the first time in our history that people's
war has been conducted on the basis of a socialist regime,
unlike the former resistance againsi French aggression and
the current resistance in the South against U.S. aggression,
waged on the basis of a people’s democratic regime in the
liberated areas.

Another experience of great importance consists in
strengthening the leadership of regional parly organiza-
tions in an all-sided way, in combat and production, in
ideology and organization, so as to bring the power of
people’s war into full play in all regions,

The American imperialists’ perfidious design is to per-
petuate the division of our country, But in their war of
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aggression they have looked upon Viet Nam as one single
battlefield, thus tacitly and unwittingly admitting that
Viet Nam is one. They have introduced a large expedi-
tionary force into the South, considering this as the main
battlefield at the same time attacking the socialist Norlh
with air and naval forces, considering it as a battlefield.
'That is why the resistance waged by the people and armed
forces of the North against the American imperialists’ war
of destruction, for the defence’ of the D.R.V.N. is at the
same time part and parcel of the common resistance waged
by the entire nation against the limited war of aggression,
for the defence of the great rear base of South Viet Nam,
the great fighting front. Therefore, the experiences gained
by people’s war in the North in opposing the enemy’s war
of destruction are also those gained by people’s war against
their “limited war” of aggression in the socialist rear base.
Meanwhile, in the South, our countrymen and the Libera-
tion armed forces are getting the better of over 1,200,000
American and puppet troops, winning great successes, and
gaining very precious experiences in the fight against Ame-
rican ground, air and naval forces.

And so the experiences drawn by our people and armed
forces in both zones of the country are very rich; they
complement each other and complete the experiences
acquired by our entire nation in the resistance against
American aggression, for national salvation. In practice,
people’s war in the various regions in both the South and
the North has proved to contain extremely great poten-
tialities. That is why we must not only sum up the expe-
riences obtained in the North but also strive to learn from
those secured in the various regions of the South. Only so
can we substantially strengthen regicnal military work,
develop the tremendous power of the regions and con.
tribute to bringing our resistance to complete victory, and
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at the same time make good preparations for the long-range
building of our armed forces arnd the consolidation of our
national defence.

I — THE PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES IN ALL REGIONS
HAVE MADE A WORTHY CONTRIBUTION TO DEFEATING
THE AMERICAN AGGRESSORS' WAR OF DESTRUCTION

R

The summing-up report prepared by the command of

the military zone is fairly complete and to a degree reflects
the Ideas of the leadership of the provinces concerned. This

is very good. I would like to add my comments on the fol-
lowing subjects:

1. The entire people fight the enemy and oppose their
war of destruction by air and naval forces.

2. Wartime mobilization ; building and development of
regional armed forces.

3. Change in economic orientation ; building of social-
ism in the various regions in wartime.

4. The strengthening of the leadership of regional
Party organizations,

1. The entire people fight back the air and naval war of
desiruction

Against the U.S. imperialists’ modern air and naval
forces our armed forces and countrymen in the North waged
an unusual people’s war: the entire people hit back at
enemy planes and vessels, carried out defence and
“dodging” work, and ensured the functioning of commu-
nications and transport. Owing to the particular features
and specific goals of the war of destruction, the above-
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mentioned three fronts, of which combat was the primary
one, were closely related to each other and all of them
actively coniributed to defeating the enemy, foiling their
main design against the North of our country. On these
fronts worked side by side the anti-aircraft units of the
regular forces and the regional forces, the communication-
transport-maintenance units at the centre and the pro-
vinces and villages, The forces at the centre played a part
of utmost importance. The widespread regional forces had
also a very important role.

a) As regards combai tasks, we successfully imple-
mented this directive : the entire people hit back at enemy
planes, taking the anti-aircraft units of the three armed
forces as the nucleus. This is a new development in peo-
ple’s war in our country. We had acquired experiences in
our resistance mainly against ground forces, but not against
air force, With our Party’s sound line, our people’s deter-
mination, intelligence and creative power, we launched a
plane-hunting mass movement and achieved splendid
results, '

Our young anti-aircraft defence and air force devel-
oped by leaps and bounds. Regional anti-aircraft units also
grew more experienced. Militia and self-defence members,
young and old, men and women, no matter what their
nationality, in the plains as well as in the hill regions,
managed to down up-to-date U.S. jets. Regional forces of
provinces and districts also grounded enemy planes. Our
people valiantly fought and served the fighting, captured
air pirates, built defence works and roads for anti-aircraft
guns and missiles, helped the army in every respect. We
used all available weapons from rifles, machine-guns and
anti-aircraft guns of various calibres up to missiles and
modern planes. With anti-aircraft units of both the regular
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forces and the widespread regional forces and all kinds of
weapons, we wove an extensive network of fire with key
points, many layers and many directions, to trap enemy
planes at every altitude, place and moment. The strong
fire-power in the socialist North inflicted very heavy losses
on the enemy air force and struck fear into American pilots.

The impact of the regional armed forces in anti-aireraft
defence could be felt in the number of enemy planes
brought down by the militia, self-defence and regional
forces. Keeping watch round the clock and using auto-
matics of various kinds, while working in the fields or in
the factories, and sometimes simply using rifles, militia
and sclf-defence members managed to shoot down modern
jets : those of Quang Binh province downed over 100 enemy
planes and many militiawomen also participated in this.
Provincial anti-aircraft units gave a good account of them-
selves, some of them blasting up to 70 or 80 enemy planes —
a high record indeed.

The impact of the regional armed forces could be seen
in their co-ordination in combat with the regular anti-
aircraft units to knock down as many enemy planes as
possible, forming an efficacious flak at different altitudes
and in different places.

On the other hand, in the war of destruction, the enemy
air force was in a p?sition to strike at any target in our
rear. To cope with the enemy’s mobility, we had to build
an extensive air defence system with focal points. Thanks
to the close co-ordination between the air defence forces of
the regular army and of the regional troops, and between
the regional troops and the militia and self-defence forces,
we salisfactorily met that complex combal requirement.

Another major role of the armed forces was their im-
portant assignment in air defence : fighling enemy planes
flying at low altitude. The regional forces and militia and
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self-dlefence units kept watch, detected adverse aircraft
and helped the people organize air defence, and therefore
succeeded in protecting their lives and property and de-
fending production, helping them to live a normal life
under the conditions of a gruelling war.

The regional armed forces in the coastal areas success-
fully hit back at 1).5. vessels and U.S.-puppel commando-
boats. In co-ordination with regular artillery units oper-
ating at key centres, regional gunners fired at enemy boats,
provided cover for the people’s aclivities within their gun's
range and opened up new possibilities for the regions to
defend our rather leng coast-line,

Together with the people, regional troops and penple’s
security forces honourably discharged their responsibility
by grounding adverse planes, wiping out commandos, keep-
ing order and securily, and foiling the enemy psywar
moves.

Along with operations of the regular forces, cour-
ageous and effective actions of the regional armed forces
stimulated the people’s fighting spirit and production zeal,
and strengthened their determination to defeat American
aggression, and their confidence in the final victory.

As regards operational thinking, the very fact that
Vietnamese militia and self-defence units were able to
knock down U.S, jets with infantry weapons bears a very
important significance. It gives a concrele expression to
the high level of our people’s traditional military thinking :
to fight a big force with a small one and to use all weapons
available to worst an adversary possessing up-to-date ones
usually superior to ours. One can say that the successes
of our militia and self-defence forces supply part of the
answer to the question why the Vietnamese people have
got the better of the American aggressors.
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b) Parallel to the directive ‘The entire people hit
back at enemy planes and vessels” is this one : “* The entire
people actively take part in civilian air defence.” The past
years' [ighting has highlighted the extremely important
significance of the civilian air defence which frustrated
the enemy’s objective and reduced to the minimum nur
losses in life and property.

“To wipe out the enemy so us to defend ourselres, to
preserve our forces to wipe out the enemy,” this funda-
mental principle of every war has to be thoroughly grasped
when opposing a people’s war to a war of destruction.
Indeed, to fight the enemy air force is not like dealing with
their infantry, especially when one does not yet possess
a strong air force and long-range missiles to destroy their
planes on the ground at their bases or on the wing to
their targets. In these conditions, in order to bring
our initiative into full play and reduce our losses,
it is of utmost importance to nullify or lessen the effective-
ness of the adversary's air strikes, and on this basis to
turn their attacks into opportunities for us to wipe them
out, Therefore, targets of eventual enemy strikes must be
kept secret, protected by defence works, camouflaged,
scattered and moved from place to place, Civilian air
defence as well as the change of orientation in economic
activities have a strategic significance, in the sense that
they aim at neutralizing or diminishing the destructive
elfect of the enemy’s raids. The satisfactory functioning of
civilian air defence makes it possible for the regions to
carry out fighting, maintain production, keep communica-
tions and transport going for a long time. Moreover, in
many areas, especially in the southern provinces of the
Fourth Military Zone, where the adversary intensified their
attacks during the *“*limited bombing” pericd, our losses
were smaller than previously due to better air defence
measures,
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In this domain the people’s efforts were truly con-
siderable. Throughout the North the population dug tens
of millions of shelters, tens of thousands of communica-
tion trenches, adequately organized first aid, and made
good the aftermaths of enemy attacks. We evacuated to
the countryside millions of people living in the places
worst hit by the enemy and in cities and other urban
centres, dispersed many factories, offices, storages, schools
and hospitals. Some provinces played hosts to hundreds of
thousands of evacuees and helped them in their work and
life. These were very great achievements and at the same
time new experiences of the various regions in this war.

Civilian air defence work is directly related to the
people’s life, feelings, ways and customs, and to the pro-
duction and combat activities of various bases, government
services and branches of activities, We must, therefore,
adequately perform the job of educating the masses, cadres
and Party members in their tasks and of conducting deep
and broad political mobilization, and at the same time pay
the utmost attention to organizational work, relving on
the socialist relations of production, and, in rural areas,
mainly on the co-operatives, Once the task of reinforcing
civilian air defence is set forth, we must engage in or-
ganizational work, adopt concrete measures and correct
policies with a view to fulfilling this task. We must have
‘manpower to dig trenches and shelters (for instance the
. trench-digging teams of the co-ops), elaborate policies to
ensure in every way good conditions for this activity,
adopt a sound line in building shelters, for instance build-
ing priority shelters for families of war invalids and war
martyrs, organize first-aid and transport of the wounded,
adopt concrete lines and policies concerning evacuation
and dispersion, etc. In many regions, effective models of
shelters have been worked out and popularized, as well
as efficient material and technical means which have made
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it possible to build belter shelters with less labour. In the

recent period, our people have built many types of highly

effective shelters against the American imperialists’ savage

bombing and shelling : individual shelters, collective shel-

ters, shelters for cattle, shelters for movable property,

mobile shelters in the fields, shelters in sandy beaches, and b
solid and complex shelter systems,

Co-ordinating the resistance against the war of destruc-
tion with the preparations against the enemy’s eventual
expanding of the ‘limited war,” many regions paid atten-
tion to coupling the huilding of shelters with the erection
of combat villages,

Civilian air defence was very successful and has de-
monstrated our people’s engineering capacities and the
immense inventive power of people's war.

¢) The communications and transport front was also

an important part of the people’s war against the war of

destruction.

One of the enemy’s major objectives was to strike at
our communications and transport and check all assistance
of the great rear to the great fighting front. To this effect,
the adversary at times concentrated three-fourths of their
air attacks. The military report of Grant Sharp, U.S. com-
mander in the Pacific, revealed his vicious schemes and
measures and strenuous efforts 1o bomb scattered targets
as well as networks of targets, especially our most im-
portant communication lines. This report also admitted the
bitter U.S. failure on this front, where our people’s feats
were remarkable,

Indeed, they unmistakably spelled out the grim deter-
mination to outwit the enemy, the courage, cleverncss and
organizational skill of the regional armed forces and people.
The entire people were mobilized to maintain communica-
tions and transport in good order under all circumstances,
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this being regarded as a central emergency task. To repair
what the enemy fiercely destroyed was a real combat iob,
especially in a country with an intricate terrain, so many
rivers, bridges and roads difficult of access. To get the
better of the enemy here, one must have a tight hold on
all the forces of transport, of road-building and road-
mending, and of self-defence to protect the communica-
tion lines. Leadership in this task became part of military
art, which requires a good understanding of the enemy
situation and ours, a close co-ordination between the
central and regional forces, Organizationally, the forces
ensuring the smooth running of communications and
transport were set up along the line of the three cate-
gories of armed forces : centrally-directed forces and forces
of the regular army ; the specialized units of the province ;
and widespread militia and self-defence forces at the grass-
roots. The centrally-directed forces and the regular forces
were mosl important, especially in the uninhabited or
sparsely populated areas and at key points subjected to
heavy attacks. But the regional forces played also a part
of great consequence, without which our tasks in communi-
cations and transport could not have been fulfilled in the
past years.

Experience proves the potentialities of the various
regions, provinces and villages to be very great. The point
is to develop these potentialities in the most rational way :
any job a region can tackle should be entrusted to it, on
condition that this will not affect the unified leadership of
the central level and the mobility and flexibility in the
overall activities of the transport and communications
branch, Over the past years, transport and communications
work was best ensured in those provinces which put ade-
quate emphasis on it, which received adequate reinforce-
ments, which knew how to uge adequately both army
engineers and young volunteers, which were adequately

7
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strengthened as regards their fighting {forces, which bene-
fited from resolute command and concentrated and uni-
fled leadership, and where the central forces were effec-
tively combined with the militia, self-defence corps and
ptople at the grassroots level.

2. To mobilize the manpower needed by the war, {0 set up
and develop the regional armed [orces

In the tough fight against the war of destruction, every
region actively encouraged the youth to enlist in the army
while steadily building and strengthening its armed forces,
and militia and self-defence forces,

_u) To meet the requirements of the war, our regular
forces, especially the modern arms like the anti-aircraft
force and the air force, were considerably expanded in a
short time, in both number and quality, and did well on
the battlefield. This was made possible by the great con-
tribution of the various regions to the strong reserve forces
built there since the years of peace.

As production, combat and service to the front had to
be carried out simultaneously, successful mobilization of
an adequate contingent of young people to serve in the
army was in itself a tremendous achievement of the regions.
It was possible thanks to the patriotism and love for social-
ism of our people and youth, to the leadership and organ-
izational ability of the regional Party organizations and
government services, and to the superiority of our socialist
system. It also threw light on the new progress of regional
military work and military organs.

It was the first time that the regions had to draft so
many young men. In peace time, we had made good pre-
parations for wartime mobilization by working out relevant
laws, statutes and regulations. When the war broke out, we



48 VO NGUYEN GIAP — SELECTED WRITINGS

further realized the necessity of combining the enforcement

of State laws with a careful political education, of carry-
ing out the ideological mobilization of the masses, of fol-
lowing the mass line and of relying on the Party cells, co-
operatives, State farms, enterprises, offices, schools, mass
movements like the youth’s *‘three readies,”! the women’s
‘‘three responsibilities,” 2

In those regions where the mass line was followed
and which possessed a strong mass movement, in particular
the youth movement, the work of selecting men for the
armed forces was always fulfilled, even overfulfilled, both
quantitatively and qualitatively. A point to be stressed is
that the various regions should pay full attention to
strengthening the movement wherever it is still weak, and
at the same time to getting a good hold on it wherever it is
advaneing, so as to bring about overall progress. All regions
should act in such a way as to perform their duties towards
the resistance.

Organizationally, we have adequately solved the rela-
tion hetween production and combat, and in replenishing
the regular forces and setting up on the spot combat forces,
with an adequate mobilization rate for each region. The
selection of men for the armed forces was well done
wherever this task was combined with that of giving a
strong impetus to other regional works: fostering and
developing nuclei of regional forces ; building militia and
self defence corps ; building reserve forces, ensuring strong
on-the-spot combat forces with adequate mobilizable re-
serves ; paying full attention to the carrying out of policies
vis-a-vis members of the armed forces in the rear.

1. The three *'readies”: ready to fight (U.S. agiression) and io
join up, ready to overcoine all difficulties to drive shead production
and study in all circumstances; and ready 1o do any work, to go
anywhere, when requested.

2. The three * responsibilities” : responsibilily in production, in
family tasks and in the fighting.
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Over the past years, the overwhelming majority of
the youth enlisted have proved to be courageous and
staunch fighters, faithful to the Party, dedicated to the
people, capable of rapidly mastering military knowledge.
They are worthy of being the cream of the youth of the
socialist regime, patiently educated and treined by the
Party. This was another great achievement to our beautifu!
socialist system.

The various regions should ceaselessly strive to height-
en the quality of their selective services, so that every
soldier and cadre setting out should be a fighter with
high resolve, courage and military skill, eager to join the
fighting and able to fulfil his duty after only a short train-
ing period. To this end, they should pay still greater atten-
tion to the political education of the youth, use and develop
such good experience gained as that which consists in
actively educating the youth ever since they join the
militia and self-defence corps, raising the overall quality
of regional complementary training, building at regional
level whole units for a good quality to replenish the regular
forces, organizing reservist sections at the grassroots level,
etc.

b) In the high tide of the resistance against U.S.
aggression, for national salvation, regional armed forces
grew up by leaps and bounds, in terms of organization and
equipment, and acqjtired new fighting abilities.

The militia and self-defence units increased in number
though many were incorporated in the regular forces, and
their quality enhanced. Self-defence units rapidly deve-
loped in enterprises, offices and city-wards. The percentage
of Party members, Labour Youth members and women in
militia and self-defence units also went up. They got more
and better equipment. Many villages set up gunners’ groups
and special groups (like engineer, liaison, intelligence, first-
aid groups) or even a mobile combat force. Militia and

- g —— o~ " A
) € WA ;|



50 VO NGUYEN GIAP —SELECTED WRITINGS

self-defence members learned to man many kinds of wea-
pons and equipment— both rudimentary and sophistica-
ted — brought down enemy planes, shot ablaze enemy
vesssels, disposed of tens of thousands of modern bombs
and mines.

The regional forces rapidly grew up, in terms of or-
ganization, equipment and fighting ability, Many provinces
boast anti-aircraft units which have grounded enemy
planes, artillery units which have sunk or set ablaze enemy
vessels and commando boats, or engineering units which
have made a great contribution to keep traffic flowing.
Many regional infantry units also knocked down enemy
planes, and in some places performed most admirable feats
of arms.

Regional military services at all levels made notice-
able progress in helping Party committees, in leading the
armed forces and in guiding the militia and self-defence
movement,.

The above facts show our actual capacities to build
very strong armed forces comprising strong and widespread
militia and self-defence regional armed forces with high
quality, required arms and appropriate organization, and
regional military services consolidated et all levels, Those
regional armed forces, which have specific functions and
tasks, adequate organization and equipment, appropriate
training and especially a high fighting spirit, knowledge
of the terrain, population and climate of their areas and
suitable tactical methods, can fight successfully with a
small force and few munitions and can fulfil their impor-
tant functions and tasks with the best results,

Strong armed forces constitute a solid nucleus for the
nationwide and all-out people’s war in the regions. Only
with strong regional armed forces and a strong regional
reserve force, can one have firm bases to vigorously and
rapidly develop the regular forces when necessary.

AGAINST U.S AERO-NAVAL WAR 51
1. To change the economic orientation, set up and develop
the local economy, continue to push ahead with the socialist
revolution, bring into full play the superiority of the
socialist system, forge the power of the people’s war in all
regions

In face of the U.S. imperialists’ ““limited war” in the
South and war of destruction in the North, our Party
Central Committee pointed out that the North had to
carry out production while fighting to defend itself, support
the South with might and main and continue (o push
ahead with socialist construction in accordance with the
new situation.

The resistance to U.S. aggression, for national salva-
tion, and the continuation of socialist construction cons-
titute the revolutionary task of our people in the new
situation. Only if we successfully carry out the resistance
for national salvation can we safeguard the building of
socialism in the North and, together with our compatriots
in the whole country, bring to completion the national
democratic revolution in the South.

On the other hand, only if we continue socialist
construction in the North can we strengthen our economic
and national defence potentials, serve the resistance against
U.S. aggression in the most efficient way, and bring it to
viclory.

To fulfil this task, our Party advocated a change in
the economic orientation by setting up and developing the
regional economy. Economic construction and development
in the North must conform to the wartime situation in
order to meet fighting requirements of the moment as
well as the possibility of the U.S. expansion of the “limited
war” to the whole country. At the same lime it must be
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consistent with the long-range orientation of socialist con-
struction after our victory has been won. This was a per-
fectly sound and creative policy of our Party,

Despite the enemy’s fierce attacks, together with the
fighting and supplying of the front, the regions strove hard
to implement the new economic orientation of setting up
and developing their own economy in line with their
situation. They went on with the revolution in the relations
of production, the technological revolution, and the cultural
and ideological revolution to build and consolidate the
socialist regime in wartime, and to promote the superiority
of the socialist system and step up people’s war in their
regions. These are new and most valuable experiences of
our Parly as well as of the regional Party organizations in
this war.

The struggle on the production front, the development
of education, culture and public health, the improvement
of the living standards, and the building of socialism consti-
tute a real epic which exalts the Vietnamese people’s
courage, creative labour, cleverness and thirst for learning.
In all regions, our armed forces and people are heroic not
only in combat but also in production and in the building
of a new life under enemy bombing and strafing. This also
is a characteristic of our people’s revolutionary heroism. It
spells out the greatness of our resistance and justifies the
fact that the socialist Viethamese can take a pride in them-
selves, Civilization has triumphed over violence, This is
why the U.S. war of destruction has lamentably failed. For
all our weaknesses and shortcomings, our achievements
are, indeed, considerable, A Western journalist has referred
to the economic achievements in the North as a ‘*Viet-
namese miracle.” The U.S. imperialists who have caused
difficulties to und inflicted losses upon us have never-
theless failed in their scheme of shattering our economic
potential to weaken our fighting capacity and disrupt the
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people’s life in North Viet Nam. In wartime, our regional
socialist economy was preserved and continued to expand,
efficiently serving our war effort,

In agriculture, the socialist relations of production have
been consolidated and developed. The number of house-
holds which are members of the co-ops and advanced
co-ops has increased during the war years, Far from being
weakened, the co-ops have evinced great vitality. They
mobilized manpower, organized combat forces, ensured
supplies, solved the problem of remuneration and other
policies concerning production, combat, serving the fight-
ing, and civilian air defence tasks. They ensured regional
transport and communications and stabilized the life of
their members. Were it not for the existence of co-opera-
tives and the socialist system, it would be very difficult
for the various regions to fulfil their heavy and complex
wartime duties as they have done in the past years.

Agricultural production has been maintained even
developed in some regions : in spite of fierce enemy attacks,
part of the work force has been taken out of the agricul-
tural sector. The various regions have striven to be self-
sufficient in food, considering it to be a strategic problem.

The technological revolution in agriculture continues
to receive a great impulse. The number of mechanical
workshops is on the increase. In many provinces, the
areas mechanically ﬁloughed have expanded, A movement
for “‘attaining three targets in agriculture” has appeared
in wartime. Under bombs and shells, in many regions the
co-operative peasants observe the ‘*straight rows” method
in rice-transplanting. This shows the indomitable spirit and
the determination to improve technique of the new peas-
antry, the collective peasantry in the socialist North.

The development of regional industry is an important
feature of regional economy during the past few years.
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Many enterprises have been built and commissioned. In
wartime, a network of regional industry with thousands of
medium and small-sized interprises has taken shape in the
North. The various regions have succeeded in turning out
goods which they had previously been unable to produce
even in peace time, Regional industry has contributed to
serving agriculture, transport and communication, the life
of the people and the armed forces, and at the same time
national defence at regional levels. Part of the technical
services for the army and the repair of ordinary weapcns
are ensured by regional mechanical workshops.

In wartime conditions, educational, cultural, and health
work in all regions has also developed. School enrolment
at all levels has increased several times; classes are held
in underground shelters or at night. Our educational work
in wartime has made great efforts in keeping with the
requirement of production and combat. Almost all villages
have a health station, with an assistant doctor. Village
health stations and district and provincial hospitals have
turned to serving the fighting, contributing their share in
first-aid care and giving medical treatment to armymen
and civilians.

With the development of regional agriculture, industry
and medical work, the on-the-spot logistical base of peo-
ple’s war was substantially strengthened.

War is one of the hardest trials for a social system.
Thanks to the new economic orientation to suit wartime
requirements and to the stepping up of the three revolu-
tions in various regions, the socialist regime in the North
continued to be built, consolidated and developed during
the war, and turned to account its superiority to push
ahead the resistance against U.S. aggression, for national
salvation.

The reality in the various regions over the past years
of war has made it plain that the elimination of the ex-
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ploitation of man has brought about among the labouring
people increasing political and ideological oneness of mind.
Hence people’s war could rely on the immense capabilities
of the broad masses of workers, collective peasants and
socialist intellectuals. Our armed forces and pecple dis-
played a high sense of collective mastery, courage in com-
bat and production, and solidarity in face of fierce enemy
attacks. One cannot list all the examples given by ordinary
working people of heroism and selflessness in combat, of
industriousness in production, or of the sense of respon-
sibility as regards the affairs of the co-operative, the village
or the country, caring for these even more than for their
own.

Socialist ownership under the two forms of ownership
by the entire people and collective ownership has been
consolidated and perfected step by step in various areas.
This constituted an objective factor favowrable to the
scientific organization of people’s war. Between the labour-
ing people there were not only sympathy and revolution-
ary consciousness but also new organizational relationships,
Many combat and production units emerged and operated
with efficiency thanks to the socialist relations of produc-
tion and to the existence of co-operatives. Militia and self-
defence groups to keep watch and to defuse bombs, co-op
teams devoted to building shelters, co-op gangs devoted
lo carrying out production and fighting at the same time,
etc., revealed the great capabilities of the socialist regime
in many fields and especially in organization.

Before the war broke out, the regions had laid some
material and technical bases for socialism. These were
strengthened and gradually modernized in wartime, They
provided new facilities for people’s war to meet its logistic-
al needs on the spot, raised labour productivity and liber-
ated manpower for the fighting, thereby contributing to
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the increase of combat potential and services to the front
of the regional armed forces and people. In plane-hunting,
civilian air defence, maintenance of communications and
transport, the various regions required substantial material
and technical contributions from co-operatives, enterprises,
State offices and people.

The superiority of the socialist system in the North
is embodied in the new man, the socialist Vietnamese with
ardent patriotism, genuine proletarian internationalism, a
spirit of collective mastery, a high fighting spirit, a con-
tinuously improving cultural level, good health, a loyal,
simple and sound way of life. Regional young people,
labour youth members and Party members who joined
regular units set bright examples in the life-and-death
struggle against the enemy, which are a source of pride
for the socialist regime. Our militia and self-defence mem-
bers are not only courageous but also clever in the hand-
ling of many kinds of modern weapons and equipment.
Our workers and co-op members are industrious, good or-
ganizers and show great ability and ingenuity in improving
technique, increasing labour productivity, in production
and in the service to the front,

Clearly enough, the socialist regime has made the most
of its superiority to step up people’s war in politics, in
organization, in the material and in technical bases, and in
ideology, intelligence and human qualities. These are new
capabilities, a great source of strength of people’s war in
the regions. Any region able to develop and use all potenti-
alities to the full and to perform a skilful division of
labour and a rational combination of all forces can fulfil
brilliantly at regional level all the complex tasks of the
war waged in every sphere and involving the entire people,
with the highest quality and effectiveness.
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4. To strengthen the leadership of local Party organizalions

If people’s war in the various regions developed a great
force and scored brilliant successes, it was due primarily
to the leadership of the regional Party organizations which
strictly followed the correct policy of the Party Central
Committee. Those Party organizations upheld the radical
revolutionary spirit of the working class, brought into full
play the cleverness of Party members and of the masses,
did their best to grasp the Party's line and policies, and
successfully fulfilled all the tasks assigned to their areas
in our great national resistance against U.S. aggression,
for national salvation. They took care to give overall lead-
ership while seeing with particular attention to the accom-
plishment of the military tasks entrusted to their areas
and attaching special importance to political education,
ideological guidance and organizational work, thereby
making the most of the great strength of the socialist
system so as to push forward the people’s war.

Leadership in the war does not imply only military
leadership but also overall leadership, co-ordinating mili-
tary affairs with economic affairs, the fighting with pro-
duction, the front with the rear. The achievements of the
regional Party organizations lie in the fact that they inti-
mately coupled production with combat, discharging their
task of mobthzmg manpower and resources to meet the
resistance needs, while fulfilling their production and com-
bat duties on the spot, in accordance with the specific
situation of their areas under different circumstances. That
is why, under all circumstances, in general the regions
were able to keep up production, fight effectively and per-
form satisfactorily all the military and other tasks set by
the central authorities, These accomplishments show the
high sense of political responsibility and the practical or-



a8 VO NGUYEN GIAI’— SBELECTED WRITINGS

ganizational ability of the regional Party organizations and
their progress achieved in many fields.

The Pariy organizations credited with the fulfilment
of their tasks in wartime were those which paid due atten-
tion to military leadership, providing guidance to both com-
bat and production, and displayed great ability in leading
production amidst fierce fighting. This has become a new
requirement from the leadership of all Party organizations.

Many regional Party organizations, especially those in
the areas worst hit by the enemy, met this requirement
with distinction and drew many experiences, mainly the
following : '

— Provincial Party committees must strengthen their
leadership over the regional military services and promote
the latter’s role ;

~— In order to give the best help to the Party com-
mittees, the regional military services must be not only
expert in military affairs but also conversant in economic
affairs, grasp the main problems of socialist construction
in the area and ably co-ordinate military with other affairs ;

— All regional services and branches of activities must
grasp the military requirements, and closely co-ordinate
the fighting with production, and economic affairs with
national defence affairs;

— One must raise the military knowledge of Party

members and cadres; the work and way of life of all
branches and services must be adapted to war conditions ;

— One must closely co-ordinate ihe activities of all
branches and services under the overall leadership of the
regional Party committees.

In order to fulfil the task of leading and guiding peo-
ple’s war in the regions the Party committees attached the
greatest importance to consolidating themselves in every
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aspect, political, ideological and organizational. In the pro-
vinces, the number of Party members has increased and
their quality has been enhanced. In wartime, in many prov-
inces, particularly in the Fourth Military Zone, there
emerged many outstanding Party members and many
Party cells that staunchly and ably led the people in com-
bat and production, worthy of being the standard-bearers,
the steel fortresses, the efficient general staffs of people's
war. They are the pride of the regional Party organizations
of our entire Party. In sum, regional Party organizations
have been tempered, have grown up in the gruelling fight
and made a worthy contribufion to the great achievements
of our entire Party.

1I. RESOLUTELY MARCH FORWARD, GIVE PRACTICAL
REINFORCEMENT TO REGIONAL MILITARY WORK
AND STRIVE TO FULFIL ALL TASKS SUCCESSFULLY

The successes won by people’s war in all regions are
very brilliant ones, The strength of people’s war in the
various regions of the socialist North is truly immense.
Those successes have brought a worthy contribution to
the common victories of the population and armed forces
of the North and to the common victories of our people
throughout the country. .

At present, the American imperialists have been forced
to put an unconditional end to their bombing of the North.
This bespeaks not only the complete failure of their war
of destruction but also the bankruptcy of their «limited
war” strategy in the southern part of our country.

An American politician has written that when Presi-
dent Johnson spoke on March 31, 1968, of the Viet Nam
Issue before the American people, he did not only declare
the end of the military escalation, the stepping up of the
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search for negotiations and renunciation of his candidature
in the presidential elections but also spelled out the fiasco
of a policy and, may be, even the termination of a period. !
He thereby means the end of the period in which the
American imperialists considered themselves to be a super-
power, and the collapse of their role in the world

Our people’s resistance to American aggression, for
national salvation, has not yet come to a close; we have
not yet achieved complete victory, but it is clear that we
have won and that the American imperialists have lost.
The Vietnamese people’s victory is an extremely important
one, on account of its significance both as regards our
nation and vis-G-vis the world revolutionary movement.
The failure suffered by the American imperialists on the
Vietnamese battlefield is one of their heaviest failures in
the history of their wars of aggression,

In the recent years, Viet Nam has become for the
American imperialists their number one problem. Johnson
has declared that the Viet Nam war is a crucial trial and
has an importance equal to any war waged so far by the
U.S. That is why the American imperialists have sent more
than half a million troops to invade Viet Nam. Counting
puppet and satellite troops, they have mustered over one
million troops. With such a great military force, the Ame-
rican imperialists’ aim is to commit aggression against the
southern part of our country, but they also nurture other
perfidious designs.

Viet Nam is now standing in the van of the national-
liberation movement. The American imperialists’ hope is
that, if they win in Viet Nam, they will be able to defeat
the national-liberation movement of the world's peoples.

1 Arthur Schelesinger Jr., a former adviser to President John
F. Kennedy, in an article in Harper's magazine, N» 3, 1089.
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Viet Nam il also standing in the frontline of the socialist
camp against the imperialist chieftain, It is the American
imperialists’ hope that, if they win in Viet Nam they will
have struck a great blow at the socialist camp. That is
why they have shown the greatest frenzy and ferocity in
rushing headlong into a military venture with a colossal
force, in spite of the extremely heavy price in wealth and
manpower, the military and political costs, and also the
costs to the honour and future of the United States. They
never anticipated that in this ‘‘crucial trial” the Vietnam-
ese people would be the victor and they the vanquished.

The victory of the resistance to American aggression,
for national salvation, will bring our people independence,
freedom and the reunification of their country, and will
play an ever greater role in mobilizing, encouraging and
uniting the world revolutionary movement. The victory
of the Vietnamese people means the victory of the
world people’s national liberation movement and that
of the socialist camp. Our victorious resistance is a
great historic event in the latter half of the 20th century,
an important milestone in the collapse of imperialism in
its role of world gendarme, marking the upsurge of, and
opening up bright prospects for, the common struggle
waged by the world's peoples for peace, national inde-
pendence, democracy and socialism. That is precisely why
the Vietnamese people’s valiant struggle has been looked
upon as the hope, the conscience and honour of all pro-
gressive mankind.

Ever since the American imperialists put an end to
their war of destruction against the North, our fellow-
countrymen and the liberation troops in the heroic South
have repeatedly attacked them in the military, political
and diplomatic fields. On the battlefield, the recent power-
ful onslaughts prove the great strength and stamina of
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the South Viet Nam liberation troops, who, fighting with
great skill, have inflicted extremely heavy losses on the
enemy and foiled the American scheme of increasing mili-
lary pressure while cuiting casualties, At the conference
table, the ten-point solution put forward by the N.F.L. has
driven the enemy into a state of passivity and confusion.
The subsequent formation of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam has won
extremely great sympathy and support in the international
arena. |

Clearly, the American imperialists cannot continue
their war of aggression with the present scope and inten-
sity for a long time. Nixon himself has said that the
Viet Nam war is the most difficult ever for the Americans.

However, they remain very obdurate. Although they
are seeking to extiricate themselves from the war, they
want to do it from a position of strength and to keep the
southern part of our country within their neo-colonialist
orbit. They are actively carrying out a scheme of *‘de-
Americanization” and ««Vietnamization” of the war, nur-
turing the illusion that, the puppet army and administra-
tion would grow stronger as the American troops with-
draw. The American imperialists were insane when they
rushed into a war of aggression now considered their great-
est stragetic mistake by the American rulers. At present
they are proving themselves to be even more insane by
seeking, following their heavy failures, to ‘*Vietnamize"
the war in the hope of getting out of it, American style,
Surely they will sustain even more pitiful failures,

The present resistance against American aggression,
for national salvation, is the greatest war against foreign
aggression in our national history. To be resolved to carry
on the resistance until final victory, for the independence
and reunification of our country, for the fulfilment of our
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lofty internationalist duty, such is the most sacred task
of every Vietnamese citizen. President Ho Chi Minh has
said . ““So long as a single aggressor remains on our soil,
we must fight on to sweep him away.” The complete victory
of the North over the enemy’s war of destruction has
created favourable conditions for its building and consoli-
dalion and for the strengthening of its forces in all fields.
The armed forces and people of the North are well aware
that so long as the more than one million American and
puppet troops are trampling on the South, all activities
by our people should follow the watchword : “Everything
to defeat the American aggressors I”

The military task of the people in the North remains
v.erj_r,r heavy. In all regions they should continue to show
vigilance and stand ready to fight in order to defend the
North and fulfil the duty of the great rear area towards
the great fighting front. We must continue to raise the
fighting standard of the armed forces, shoot down all
enemy reconnaissance aircraft, smash all enemy sabotage
activities, destroy all enemy commando units, maintain

security and order, and watch out for any enemy come-
back.

In order to accomplish successfully the military tasks
of the various regions in the present situation, we must
?:vc real reinforcement to regional military work and keep
it abreast of the Party’s policy of regional economic con-
struction with a view to building our provinces militarily
and economically into ever stronger basic units of peo-
ple’s war.

Regional military work is an important part of our
Party’s military work. Its strategic position, hitherto al-
ready’ important, will grow ever more so in both the
general revolutionary struggle and the armed struggle of
the Party,
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First, regional military work embodies our Party's
views on people’s war, It is elosely connected with the just
character of the wars for the defence of the fatherland
and for national liberation waged by our people on their
soil.

To defend the fatherland and liberate the nation, our
Party holds that the entire people should engage in fight-
ing the enemy, using the people’s armed forces as a nucleus.
The setting up of the three categories of armed forces s
the most adequate form of organization for the people's
armed forces, aimed at mobilizing and organizing the entire
people in the fight against the enemy, for national salva-
tion. That is why the regular troops assume a very im-
portant role, while that played by the regional troops,
the militla and self-defence corps is also very important.
The task of regional military work is to rely directly on
the regional people's political and economic bases, directly
develop all the various people’s forces, organize regional
armed forces to fight on the spot, destroy the enemy, safe-
guard the people’s lives and property, proteci the people's
regional power, firmly preserve the rights of the local
people as the masters in their own areas

Second, in the presemt resistance (o American ay-
gression, for national selvation, regional military work
assumes gn even more important role. This is because our
enemy is a jﬂuﬁuu.l imperialism, with a numerous army,
up-to-date weapons and a high degree of mobility ; more-
over, in modern werfare it is hard to make a clear dis-
tinction between front end rear.

In those conditions, the requirément that we should
hit at the enemy In time, effectively and wherever he
comes, 80 as to destroy him, defend our rear, and safe-
guard the people's lives and property, becomes all the
more urgent and enduring. That is why regional military
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work should be reinforced, strong regionsl troops and
militia and self-defence corps should be organized every-
where, the people should be mobilized and stand ready
to hit back at the enemy. If the entire people and the entire
army are valiant fighters, we can defeat any enemy how-
ever ferocious, Local forces in all regions always in a state
ol readiness constitute an advantageous feature of peo-
ple’s war against a highly mobile enemy, for the man on
the spot is the most mobile of all, as is admitted even by
the bourgeois military writers.

Third, on account of the new potentialities of the
regional armed forces regarding technique and equipment
and on account of the new development of military art in
revolutionary warfare, regional militay work becomes all
the more important.

In the North the regional troops, militia and self-
defence corps are now equipped with weapons and means
to bring down enemy jets, sink or set afire enemy vessels,
defuse and blow up enemy bombs and mines of the most
modern types. In the South, the guerillas cannot only an-
nihilate enemy infantry but also cope with armoured
vehicles, tanks and helicopters. The regional troops have
been able to fight relatively important annihilation battles.

Our way of fighting has undergone new developments :
using few troops to, fight many, Aghting big battles with
few troops, hitting hard and telling blows, striking at
nerve cenlres and logistic bases with a view to destroying
the most precious live forces and up-to-date war equip-
ment. With this creative fighting style, the regional troops
and guerillas have acquired new fighting power and pro-
gressed by leaps and bounds,

In face of the new situation, we must further strengthen
regional military work and bring the potentialities of
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the regional armed forces inte full play. In the con-
ditions of modern warfare, guerilla warfare should be
brought to an even higher level, thus creating favourable
factors for regular warfare to defeat the enemy. The re-
gional armed forces should be all the more broadly and
powerfully expanded. In this way the regular forces will see
their mobility and striking power increased. The harmo-
ninug cax-ordinatinon at a high level betwesn the thres cate-
gories of armed forces, belwgen the armed and political
forces, creates new offensive power for people’s war, which
altacks the enemy without respite, by all means and ways,
wilh forces of various sizes. everywhere and at all times,
depriving them of effective striking power in spite of their
numbers and driving them into dispersion, passivity and
defeat.

Fourth, the ever growing importance of regional milif-
ary waork also gsprings from the development of all regions,
especinlly the provinces, in wealth and manpower, econom-
ic potential and logistic capabilities as regards people's
war,

In the Morth, ever since the Party Central Committee
set forth the policy of regional economic development and
building the provinces inte ever stronger economic units,
new favourable conditions and new potentialities have been
created for regional military work. Generally speaking, the
provinces of the North have fairly wide areas and popula-
tions of varying numbers, from one to two millions. In
keeping with the rate of soclalist building, agriculture has
been expanding, regional industry growing, transport and
communications widening, the material and technical bases
of socialism in the wvarious regions ceaselessly strengthened,

Hence, the point is to give real impetus to regional
military work in order to use all latent forees in each
region, combine economics and national defence within the

AGAINST UE AERO-KAVAL WAR Ly}

regional framework, build each province in both the eco-
nomic and military fields and turn the province into an
ever stronger basic unit of people’s war at regional level.

Fifth, regional military work is closely connected with
the important role played by the reserve forces in people’s
war and national defence for the entire people.

Only hy reinforcing regional military work can we
build strong reserve forces, qualitatively and quantitatively,
stand ready to fight in peace time, and rapidly expand and
sirengthen the armed forces in warlime.

Over the past war years, regional military bodies have
actively organized, managed and trained reserve forces and
ellectively carried out wartime mobilization with a view
to replenishing the permanent forces. Thanks to this, our
standing forces have developed by leaps and bounds within
a short time. We constantly have at our disposal reserve
forces in order to ceaselessly expand our armed forces and
meel the new requirements of the resistance.

In future, following the complete victory of our re-
sistance and the restoration of pesce, we shall, at the same
time ss maintaining a moderately-sized slanding force,
have to activate regional military work more, 50 as to or-
ganize, manage and train reserve forces properly. Only so,
while concentrating on peace time economic construction,
shall we be in a position of combat readiness and be fully
prepared to carry out mobilization and expend our forces
should war break out.

And so, we may aver that, under all eircumstances,
whether in peace or war, we must lay great stress on
regional military work. To raise our awareress of the im-
portant posilion and role of regional military work is a
foremost problem, if an even stronger change is to happen
in the thinking of leading cadres at all levels of the Party,
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the armed forces and the administration. To make light
of regional military work is to stray from the viewpeint of
people’s war and to commit a serious mistake.

Having acquired a correct viewpoint on regional milit-
ary work we must, when tackling practical work, continue
to build, consolidate and heighten the quality in all fields
of the militia, self-defence corps and regional troops, we
must also raise the quality of the reserve forces and build
and manage them adequately, and carry on with the build-
ing of combat villages according to given priorities. On
the basis of a good combination of the regional economy
with the requirements of national defence, we must strive
to build material and technical bases and logistic bases of
people’s war at regional level, parallel to the building of
common rear bases for the armed forces. An important
point, which ghould be fully carried out by authorities at
all levels, is the application of policies in the rear regard-
ing the armed forces, for instance concerning woumded
servicemen, soldiers’ families, war martyrs' families, ete.

To carry out the above-mentioned tasks, we must really
strengthen the leadership of regional Party organizations,
consolidate regional military bodies at all levels, especially
at provincial and grassroots levels, which does not mean
that the district level should be made light of ; we must
foster and train regional military cadres who are not only
proficient in political and military matters but also familiar
with the local political and economic situation, and who
know how io closely combine military work with other
reglonal works.

&

The greatest resistance war in our national history has
reaped extremely important victories, We are facing a
heavy but extremely glorious task: our entire people are
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of one mind and are resolved to carry on the resistance
and bring the strugple againzt Awmerican aggression, for
national salvation, fo final victory,

The American imperialists have suffered crushing
defeats. However great their bellicosity, perfidy and stub-
bornness, they will not be able to retrieve the situation and
escape total failure. Our people are firmly determined to
resist until victory, for the sake of the independence, free-
dom and unity of the fatherland, and for the sake of social-
fsm, This fighting reselve is the most preecious spiritual
characteristic of Vietnamese people. It has sprung, and has
been tempered from one generation to another, in the
course of the history of national resistance to foreign ag-
gression. This will 1o fight and win, this *‘nothing-is-more-
precious-than-independence-and-freedom” spirit, is creat-
ing the invincible strength of people’s war.

In this hard struggle against a cruel enemy, whose
economic and military potential is many times greater than
ours, our people, under the correct leadership of our Party,
headed by Presidemt Ho Chi Minh, have shown both de-
termination to resist the aggressors and defend the coun-
iry, and high fighting skill. Not only hawve they set brilliant
examples of revolutionery heroism, they have also evinced
great military talemts and creative originality. The fight
in the various regipns of the socialist North against the
enemy's modern afr and naval forces engaged in a war
of destruction is ome instance of that ereative originality.

The experiences gained in people’s war in general, in
military work in particular, in both parts of our country,
are exiremely valuable ones. Their timely review will
help Viet Nam's military science make another step for-
ward and enrich our Party's military line, They also con-
tribute to strengthening the fighting capacity of our armed
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forces and people so as to bring the resistance a_g:aimt
U.S. aggression, for national salvation, to its final victory
and also to make good preparations for the building of our
armed forees and for the consolidation of our national
defence in the fulure.

We are resolved to preserve our beloved Viet Nam,
now and for ever, for gll genergtions {o come, 43 the pos-
session of the heroic Vietnamese nation.

i
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CHAPTER 1l

IN THE TOWNS AND INDUSTRIAL CENTRES!'

Today, availing myself of the visit I am paying to
you, and before talking to you at this conference, I am
very happy to convey to you, to our fellow-countrymen,
cadres, Party members, and armymen in this port ecity,
the fraternal salutations and commendation of the Party
Central Committee, the Government, and President Ton
Due Thang.

Our people in the North, with their armed forces as
the core, have completely defeated the extremely barbar-
ous war of destruction of the American imperialists. Today
we are making full use of the new advantages and strengths
of the sncialist 'system to fulfil our tafk, the task of the
great rear base toward the great front line. We are ready
to smash all the warlike acts of the Americans against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. In the South our
fellow-gountrymen and the Liberation armed forces are
bealing the U.8. war of aggression. In the flush of great
viclory won in spring 1968, we are making rapid prepara-
tions in all fields — material and moral —in position and
strength, to bring our greatest war of resistance to foreign
aggression lo complete victory., That is why in these
glorious days when we are celebrating the 40th founding
anniversary of our beloved Party, we have the right to

1 Talk given on February 17, 1870, al the Conlerence of Cardres
of Haiphong Cliy, reviewing four years of viclorions resistance (o
the U5, war of destruction (1905-19681.
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be proud of the great successes we have achieved, the
successes of our Marxist-Leninist line, of the correct and
creative leadership of our Party.

Today, reviewing the great victories won by our
nationwide war of resistance to US. aggression for nationzl
salvation, we cannot refrain from mourning over the deatn
uf yur beloved President Ho Chi Minh, the great leader
of cur Party and our people. All'of us, every Parly mem-
ber, every fighter, every inhabitant of this port city, every
Vielnamese, whether living in the North or in the South
agree with Comrade Le Duan when he said : ** President
Ho Chi Minh is no more, but he is always there to guide
us. We feel his constant presence in our midst. For we
continue to follow the path charted by him, we continue
his great work. He will live for ever with our rivers and
mountains, his name and image is ever more deeply en-
graved in the heart and mind of each of us."”

With regard to the people’s war waged in the Norih
against the U.S. war of destruction, little by little we have
drewn valuable experiences in the recapitulation con-
fersnces recently organized in various localities and n
various arms and services. But there is another aspect —a
most important one —of this problem which needs to be
reviewed, and it is the experience gained in our resistance
in towns and industrial centres.

This conference organized by the Haiphong munici-
pality has a very rich content and stresses the strong points
of the leadership of the Haiphong Party branch and com-
mittee, The city Party Committee has constantly followed
and correctly implemented the line and policies of the
Central Committee, keeping abreast of the situation in the
city with a high determination to fulfil the tasks entrusted
by the Party Central Commitlee and strengthening unity

—_—_ary gle
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within the Party branch and among the population It has
attached great importance to providing overall leadership
while grasping and closely co-ordinating the iwo main
tasks, production and combat, It has worked out the gene-
ral and concrete tasks, defined its policy and responsibility,
speeded up the organization and the measures o carry out
these tasks and has known how to eoncentrate on and com-
plete a task in a given perlod of time.

I — THE BlG TOWHS AND CITIES — A STRATEGICALLY
IMPORTANT BATTLEFIELD IN THE PEOPLE'S WAR

In the history of our struggle against foreign aggres-
slon, our towns, especially our big towns and cities, have
been the site of flerce battles between us and the enemy.
In this regard our capital, Hanoi, has achieved many
glorious exploits: the battles of Dong Bo Dau, Chuong
Duong, and Thang Long against the Yuan army, the vie-
torious battle of Dong Quan in which 90,00 Ming troops
surrendered, the resounding victory at Dong Da won by
Nguyen Hue over 200,000 Ching aggressors, Halphong twice
routed the aggressurs on the Bach Dang river. Nam Dinh
and Vinh too have a long-standing tradition of fighting ag-

gressions.

During their eighty years-odd of domination in our
eountry, the French colonialists tried to turn these localities
into reactionary political, economic and cultural centres
under their control. Our people, with their indomitable
apirit have continually risem up to cast off the imperialists'
yoke. Since the foundation of our Party the struggle
against the French colonielists, Japanese fascists and their
henchmen developed more and more powerfully under its
glorious bhanner among various sections of the towns-
people, especially among (he workers, the poor labourers,
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the youth and students, the revolutionary intellectuals and
the peasants in the peripheries of towns.

After the complete liberation of the North the patriot-
jgm and tradition of revolutionary struggle of the workers
and toiling people in urban centres developed more vigor-
ously than at any former time. The successes we have
achieved in socialist tramsformation and socialist economic
construction and development have enabled us to turn the
luxury- and musumplinn-uﬂmted towns and cities inko
political, economic and cultural centres,

First the towns are the political and ecultural centres :
Hanoi, the capital city, is the seat of the Party Central
Committee, the Govermment and leading political and
cultural organs, and the diplomatic corps; Haiphong, the
biggest port of the North, links our country with the social-
ist camp and other countries in the world Qur present-
day towns, like others to be built in the future, are political
and cultural centres which will attract a great number of
workers —a class which, possessed of profound revolu-
tionary spirit and the most advanced mode of production,
is capable of uniting with the peasantry and other classes
to transform the old society and build a new one. In the
past four years of war, the self-defence units of the work-
ing class in the towns and industrial centres, together with
the rest of the population, have achieved many brilliant
exploits. They have proved their capabilities in combat,
combat support, A.A. defence, maintenance of transport
and communications and security and order; they have
brought into play their vanguard role in production amd
shown that they are the true nuclei of the urban popula-
tion's struggle against the enemy. The energetic actions
of the townspeople to counter the predatory raids of Ame-
rican aireraft are symptomatic of the determination of the
people in the North and throughout the country to defeat
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the American aggressors completely and achieve inde-
pendence and freedom for the Fatherland.

The towns are also economic cenlres. At present our
towns have truly become production centres provided with
a modern industry @s well as small industries and handi-
crafts and the areas surrounding them have quite a devel-
oped agriculture. In peace time, industrial production in
the urban cenires plays a role of paramount importance
in the whole national economy. In the war, its task has
been all the heavier. At the central level, industry serves
the fighting, national defence and economic development ;
in the localities, it serves the people's life and the gradual
development of the material and technical basis of agricul-
ture and other productive branches. That is why the pro-
teclion of production in the urban centres is of great
impartance,

At present all our industrial enterprises are concen-
trated in the towns and industrial centres, which have a
nelwork of communication lines to transport goods and
materials in and out. These lines fan out to every corner
of the land and link our eouniry to other countries, espe-
cially the socialist camp. For this reason, in the war of
destruction against the North, the Americans have striven
to destroy the communieation lines of many towns and
cities,

The towns have also a strategic importance and have
thus been the site of ferce battles between us and the
cnemy.

We do not have such big cities as many other countries
in the world ; our fulure cities will have populations of
only about one million. Though our urban population is
not very great, it shows great densily, amounting im the
big towns and industrial centres to twenty or thirty thous-
and inhabitants per square kilometre, and even thirty tu
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forty thousand in some town gquarters. The townspeople
belong to various sections and occupations : they are most-
ly workers, civil servants, cultural, scientific and technicsl
wotkers or students. They are valuable assets of the coun-
try, its huge productive and fighting forces.

These.features show the difference between the town
and the countryside and also the strateglc importance of
the towns. They explain to some extent why the large
towns, citles and industrial centres were the particulsr
targets of fierce American ralds, why they were singled
out for the greatest war escalation. If, in the recent wer
of destruction against the socialist North, the Americars
did not attack the big towns from the wvery beginning, it
is not because they were *“ stupid” but because they had
to abide by the rule of *“*escalation.” They were waging
a war of aggression in the sixties of the 20th century,
when the balance of forces was most unfavourable for
the imperialists, This deterred the Americans from mobi-
lizing their forces for massive attacks from the very be-
ginning. They had to use these forces cautiously and pursue
limited poals of aggression in order to avoid heavy losses.
While fighting they had to prepare public opinion and
proceed with care, probing and listening. In this way, they
hoped to be zble to ward off heavy military and political
failure, avoid being isolated in face of public opinion, and
alleviate somewhat the contradictions within their own
ruling closs as well as those between the American people
and the American rulers

But our people in both zones, North and South, are
resolved not to let the American aggressors realize their
wild dream, The air operation @ Flaming Dart” lnunched
at the beginning of 1965 as a curtain-raiser for their
*‘retaliatory offensive” was repelled with heavy losses.
Operation **Rolling Thunder," another escalation, was duly
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punished. Then the aggressors attacked Vinh, Thanh Hoa,
Ninh Binh, Lao Cai, Yen Bai and began their air raids on
the peripheries of Hanoi and Haiphong, which resulted in
the loss of many planes and a new failure for their strategic
scheme. The determination of our people to liberate the
South and defend the Morth, far from faltering was more
gnd more strengthened.

In face of that stalemate in both zones of our country,
the Americans were compelled to take a new, rash step:
to strike at the big towns of the socialist Nerth, threatening
o send the North **back to the stone age” in order to attain
the strategic objectives of their war of destruction. The
reports made to Congress by the U5 Pacific Command
and the Commander of the U.S, expeditionary forces in
South Viet Nam acknowledged that a plan had been work-
ed out to attack Hanoi and Haiphong as early as November
1865, but the date had been postponed until June 20, 1966,
by President Johnson after weighing the pros and cons:
he has been asking himself whether that escalation would
entail even heavier logses, whether it would soften the
blows delivered by the patriots in the Scuth, whether it
would shake the determination of our peogle, and whether
it would be severely condemned by world opinion. By raid-
ing Hanoi and Haiphong, the Americans hoped to attain
their strategic goalj and to prevent the brother socialist
esuntries from helping our war of resistance. In his report
Grant Sharp wrote that the aim of the bombing throughout
1967 was “ to isolate Haiphong from Hanoi and Hanoi and
Haiphong from the rest of North Viet Nam." In their
attacks on Hanoi and Halphong the American aireraft did
their best to destroy all the sourses of energy of our nascent
industry, all the means of transport and the fuel depots
with the definile intent of wrecking our economic poten-
tialities and national defence, The Americans stupidly
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reckoned that the North would then give up its resolve to
fight by the side of its Southern brothers.

This is obviously an impudent challenge not only to
our people but also to the peoples of the socialist countries
and of the whole world. By this rash action President
Johnson committed a mistake of strategic importance,

In practice, it was when the escalation was at itz high-
est that the American aggressors received the hardest
blows, the greatest number of U.S. planes was downed and
the greatest number of airmen killed or captured, including
the **aces” of the U.S. Air Force; the most sophisticated
types of planes and the latest new tactics failed before
the determination and creative initiative of our people.
This shows that, because they wage an unjust war of ag-
gression against our people’s just war of self-defence, the
Americans are deomed to failure despite the use of a huge
quantily of war materials and modern technigque, This
alzo exposes the truth that the “unimaginable strength of
the US. Air Force” in fact has its limits and is not so
terrible as they boast At the same time a fundamentel
military thesiz of the U.5. imperialists that **the air force
decides ‘he outcome of the battle” has been knocked down
by the iron-like determination of our people.

On the other hand, the heinous erimes committed by
the American aggressors against our people brought severe
criticism from the world ; the American people castigated
the American rulers who saw their ranks more and more
divided and their inner contradictions, already acute,

deepen. The heavier their military setbacks, the more
isolated they grew in the political field, and the greater

their difficulties and losses in the two parts of our country,
That is the reason why the American imperialists scaled
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down the war and finally admitted defeat, They were
compelled to unconditionally stop the bombing and shelling
of the Demoeratic Republic of Viet Nam and to sit down
end talk with the representatives of the D.R.V.M. and the
South Viet Nam Natlional Front for Liberation, now the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet Nam, the genuine representative of the 14
million South Vielnamese,

We study the law governing the actions of the Ame-
rican imperialists in the past so as to draw the necessary
conclusions on the conduct of the war and thwart all their
stralegie schemes at present and in the future, While they
have been forced to end their war of destruction, they are
still engaging in armed reconnaissance missions and loecal
raids combined with commando activities, infringing the
security of North Viet Nam. In fulure when the TU.S.
imperialists suffer even heavier defeats in South Viet Nam,
it is possible that they may step up their activities to
retrieve their situalion in the batilefield, and agaln attack
the urban and industrial centres in the North. We must
be highly vigilant and beware of their new perfidious
manmuvres. Of course, the war to be waged in future will
nol be the same as it has been, Since the US. imperialists
are a most warlike world policeman who recoils from no
treacherous means, it i3 possible that, under definite cir-
cumstances, they will not necessarily follow the path of
gradual escalation before attacking our big towns and im-
portant industrial centres. This analysis ¢f the features
and laws governing the aclivities of the enemy and our
experiences from our recent victorlous resisiance will
enable us to raise the level of our conduct of the war in
future and to take it to even greater successes,
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II — BRILLIANT VICTORIES OF FEOPLE'S WaR IN THE
URBAN CENTRES OF THE SOCIALIST nORTH

Assessing the great successes of four years of people's
war against the Amoerican imperialists’ war of destruction,
President Ho Chi Minh pointed out that ** This is a victory
of paramount importance for our people’s war against U.S,
aggression, for national salvation”

We have partially beaten off the war of aggression
waged by the American imperialists, we have foiled one
of their strategic schemes, and a new form of war, a part
of their war against our country.

While 1,2 million Gls, puppet mercenaries and satellite
troops suffered heavy defeats in South Viet Nam, the
sigupremacy of the U.S, Air Force” was buried in the North.
This testifies to the invincible nature of people's war, the
hopeless bankruptey of the obsolete military science of
imperialism and our ample capability to defeat any kind
of aggressive war by any imperialist who dares to invade
our ecountry.

As you have mentioned in your report, the vietory won
by the inhabitants and armed forces of the towns and in-
dustrial centres are most brilliant and significant in many
ways. I will develop some ideas.

1. First, this is a triumph for the determinabion of our
people to sacrifice themselves for independence and free-
dom and for tha political and military line of our Parly and
its most correct and skilful conduct of the war.

What our people have experienced in our recent war
of resistance against U.S. aggression in both parts of our
country has enabled us to see our foe more clearly, The
American aggressors are the leading imperialists, cruel,
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perfidious, wealthy with a huge military and economic
polential,

In order to defeat them, we must first have a very finn
resolve, for it is the decisive factor of our victories. It is
alzo the manifestation of a profound revolutionary spirit,
a firm stand and a solid basis from which to carry out e
correcl and creative political and military task. Our resolve
is to defeat the American aggressors. This is the resolve of
our Party Central Committee headed by President Ho Chi
Minh, of the 17 million people in the North who are deter-
mined to {ulfil their lofty duty towards the Fatherland and
of their 14 million brothers and sisters in the South, This
ia also the resolve of the South —the Brass Wall of the
Fatherland — whose people are determined that «¢ should
the American aggressors strike the North once, the South
woould strike them ten, twenty times harder.,” With such
an iron will, our people duly punished the aggressors im-
mediately after they had fabricated the **Tonkin Gulf in-
cident” and brazenly unleashed om August 5 1064, theiv
war planes against many localities in the North, in-
cluding the towns of Vinh and Hong Gai. With this firm
determination, the people in the North thwarted all U.S.
escalations of the war. Meanwhile, the American aggressors
who landed en masse in South Viet Nam to save the Saigon
puppet regime were soundly beaten by the South Viet-
namese people. To escape from their difficulties in both
zones of our country, on June 29, 1986, the American air
pirates attacked Hanol and Haiphong, the two biggest cities
in the North, inaugurating a most serious stage in their
war escalation. Determined to fight selflessly for independ-
emnce and freedom our people repulsed them. This resolve
was expressed in President Ho Chi Minh's appeal of July
17, 1866, an unforgettable sacred call to the nation, He sald :
** Johnson and his clique should reallze that they may bring
im 500,000, one milion or even more troops to step up the
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war of aggression in South Viet Nam. They may use thous-
ands of aircraft for intensified attacks against North Viet-
Nam. But never will they be able to break the iron will of
the herolc Vietnamese people to fight against US. ag-
gression, for natienal salvation. The more obstinate ihey
are, the graver their crime. The war may last another five,
len, twenly year: or longer. Hanol, Haiphong and other
citiez and enterprises may be destroyed but the Vietnamese
people will not be intimidaled ! Nothing is more precious
than independence and freedom. Once victory is won, our
people will rebuild our country and make it even more
beautiful.”

Responding to that appeal, we resolutely defeated the
two wars of destruction of the American aggressors, who
reached a very high rung in their escalation, Because we
were convinced that **Nothing is more precious than in-
dependence and freedom™ and were not afroid of secing
Hanei and Haiphong destroyed, these two ecities stood firm
and became two heroic cities. This has been confirmed by
Western writers and journalists who have visited our coun-
try. The British journalist Felix Greene wrote that he had
seen every citizen in those cities ready to sacrifice his life,
and when an entire people are ready for such a sacrifice,
nothing can frighten them,

Our determination is a concrete manifestation of the
profound revolutionary spirit of the working class and the
superiority of our socialist system. It is also a well-founded,
objectively and srientifically-based resolve, As soon as the
U.S. “special war” strategy proved a hopeless failure in
South Viet Nam, our Party foresaw that the Americans
might engage in sustained efforts to wreck the North. Qur
aszessment was that the war of destruction was an integral
part of the U.S, war of aggression in South Viet Nam. Its
task was to hit at the great base of the great frontline, to
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attack the revolutionary base of the whole nation, in order
to save the U.S, ard its puppels from severe defeat. That
iz why this war of destruction is related to the development
of the U.S. war of aggression in South Viet Nam, and, in
the main, it will end only when the U.S. aggressors ure
completely defeated there. Besides waging their war of
destruction, the Americans are attempting to deliver a blow
at the socialist camp and the nations who have gained in-
dependence and sovereignty, thus challenging the revolu-
tionary people in the world,

Politically, this is the fundamental weak peint of the
U.S. war of destruction, because, originating as the by-
product of the Americans' stralegic failure in the Seuth
Viet Nam battlefront it has from the very outset, borne
a strategically passive character. At the same time, as part
of the U.S. **limited war" of aggression in the South, it
cannot escape the law of this war which works as follows :
““As he fails, the U.5. aggressor is obliged lo escalate the
war ; when this ez-alation comes to grief, he is compelled
lo scale up the war, only to suffer a bigger sethack which
eventually forces him to climb to the highest rung. Then.
when he meets with even greater failure, he is compelled
to scale down the war before he meets total fiasco.”

If the U.S. war of destruction is governed by this law,
this is also due to the fact that it bears the character of an
unjust and brazen aggression against the D.R.V.N., ar in-
dependent sovereign couniry, a member of the socialist
camp. This impudent provocation against our people and
progressive forces In the world leads to the fact that the
bigger the size of the U.5. imperialists' military operations,
the heavier their defeat and the greater their isolation in
the political field. That 18 why notwithstanding its huge
air force, ample modern lechnical means and air bases
close to North Viet Nam, the U.5, is still ruled by the law
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of gradual escalation, In fact, over the last few years in the
big towns we have zeen that the Americans have some-
times scaled up the air war, and sometimes scaled it down
tn ocscalate it later, They closely combined their barbarous
methods with political and diplomatic manceuvres and
their acts of destruction with psychological war. At times,
they made vse of concentraled forces Lo launch massive
atiacks on big towns so as to shake our resolve to fight
theny But the bigger the battles, the heevier their defeat,
and they were rompelled to resort to snesk attack by small
groups before finally resigning themselves 1o failure,

To lead our people in their vietorious struggle against
the U 5. war of destruction, our Party hos chorted a correct
and skilful political and military line. It has come to the
eonclusion that the war of destruction waged by the U.S
in the North is not yet an outright aggression but a part
of its war of aggression aimed at imposiag its domination
on South Viet Nam. Our Party has laid down for both
parts of our couniry the line and revolutionary task to
beat the U.S. war of destruction and build up socialism in
the Morth ; it has correctly handled the relation between
production and combat and clearly set concrete tasks io
our people in the new situation, topether with the policy
ol the transformation of peace time to warlime activitiez
simultaneously with the swift development of the armed
Tarces.

Our review of people's war in big fowns must bring
into relief the skilful application of th: Parly's general
line and policy at the same {ime as it sludies and analyses
the military line, the people’s war. It needs to make clear
that the penple’s war waged against the US. war of destruc-
tion in the North is part of the people’s war waged by our
people throughout the country against U.S, agegression, It
has been conducted in the large rear area of the resistance

igized Google

r

AGAINET Us AEHO-NAVAL WAR #h

war — the revolutionary base of the whole country — and
therefore is a war of liberation. On the other hand, this
people’s war is also a war lo defend the soclalist North, an
independent and sovereign country, member of the socinl-
ist camp. Thet is why it has the task and the charaster of
a war for national defence, one which, this time, s waged
when the North has a great political and moral strength,
a great material force and the superiority of the soclialist
system. With its own forces and the staunch support ol
the brother socialist countries, the North can meet the
primary needs of combat, construetion and the penple’s life
in a long war and at the same time establish the basis for

national construction when the war comes to a victorious
end,

Formerly Lenin differentiated between two kinds of
just war, the liberation war and the self-defence war or
war for national defence, The liberation war is waged by
a subjugated people rising up with bare hands and eventu-
ally winning victory, as Uncle Ho said in a poem composed
at Pac Bo!. The self-defence war is waged by u mslion
which has gamned independence, has a political, economic
and military base, and uzes its power to mobilize its human
and material forces to fight foreign aggression. In the
history of our struggle against aggression our people have
waged these two kinds of war. ‘Today the advanced rela-
tions of production in, the socialist North have enabled us
to make a genuine people’s war with a new quality and &
new strength extending over a wide area, from the vast
rural areas to the cities and industrial centres.

The zocislist system has created favourable conditions
for all regions to develop vigorously, objectively and sub-
jectively, so as to become vanguard regions. Nevertheless,

L. The suthor iz veferving 1o the poem M tie P
TR fleios oty mjestic Por 8o which
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the urban centres, especially the big towns with the
features mentioned above possess better conditions for an
extensive people's war with the elements of a medern war,
waged on every front.

If our struggle against U.S. aggression for national
salvation is firsi of all a decisive test of our will and deter-

mination, here, especially in Hanoi and Haiphong, this will
and delermination is most typjcal of our people and their
armed forces, It is typlcall of our conviction that nothing
is more precious than independence and freedom, of our
resolve to smash the greatest war escalation of the Ame-
rican aggressors, Here the socialist relations of production
have gained predominance and appeared in the form of
public ownership and collective ownership, serving as a
firm basis for the close unity and unanimity of the entire
people and for the worker-peasant alliance under the lead-
erzhip of the Party. Here the profound revolutionary spirit
of the working-class is closely linked to the new polential-
ities of our nascent but developing industry.

That we have defeated the U.5. Air Force and defended
our economic and defence polential, especially in the big
towns and cities marks a step forward for the people's
war and is a great success of our Party in the guldance
of people's war. We can be proud that we have accumulat-
ed valuable first hand experience on the role played by
AA. units, rocket-launching units, air force and modern
war means and weapons used in the anti-aircraft defence
in urban centres. These are advanced experiences because
in this strategic battlefield we have concentrated a fairly
big force against the American aggressors. That is why it
is precisely in the towns and urban centres that our people
have gained the most important experiences in anti-aircraft
defence technique, especially In such fields es the organiza-
tion of operations, guidance of combat co-ordination and
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in devising the best fighting methods for each category of
anti-aircraft defence and air forces,

In the guidance of anti-aireraft defence in urban
centres, especially in big towns and cities, offensive should
go logether with delensive and people’s air defemce should
be stepped up. We must lay great emphasis on these two
tasks, because they complement each other in the protec-
tion of the people’s lives and the property as well as that
of the State, they reduce our losses to the minimum and
creatie condilions for our people o replenish their forces
[or a long war. People’s anti-aircraft defence in big towns
and cities also contributes to the stabilization, consclida-
tion and improvement of our living standard and so en-
hances our determination to struggle.

The people’s defence work has been sakisfactorily
carried out in every locality in the Morth, but it was the
big towns which gained the most valuable experiences. It
is there that the people’s air defence has shown to the
preatest extend its initiative, eagerness to fight the
enemy, popular character and sense of discipline, It is there
that many complicated problems of people’s air defence
have been solved. It can be said that it is there that the
dewelopment of people’s war has manifested itself most
clearly in order to beat a war waged mainly by the US.
air force,

In transport and communications we have gained valu-
able experiences the most important of which is in long-
distance transport south of the 4th Military Zone, which
was constantly subjected to flerce American bombard-
ments, Nevertheless the big towns and cities and some
big industrial centres have transport problems of their
own : the major one is the leadership, organization and
mobilization of the huge potentialities of the working
class with its well-knit force, a force which has rapidly
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adupled itself to war conditions, reached a high technical
level and possessed modern equipment and means, Another
major problem is the simultaneous protection of many
communication lines to ensure regular traftic in a small
area constantly exposed to enemy raids.

Furthermore, the hig towns snd fndustrial centres
possess rich experience (different from that gained in the
countryside) in such problems as organization of the peo-
ple's life, keeping security and order, mobilization of
human force for the front, building of the militia and self-
defence units,

Another important task of the people’s war policy
successfully applied to big towns is shifting the economy
from a peace-time to wartime economy and building and
developing the local economies, With the manpower found
locally, and the assistance afforded by other localities, the
central government and the brother countries, we have
met the needs of the struggle and sent supplies to the
great front, meanwhile helping to satisfy the people's re-
quirements in primary goods. We have been gble not only
to protect our material and fechnical bases but also to
eslablish new ones, to maintain the centrally-run economy
while developing the local economies, increasing our eco-
nomic potential and strengthening our national defence.
In the four years of war against U.S. aggression, the
economic tasks succeasfully carried out in the big towns
and cities have contributed to the great wvictory of our

peaple in the North, a victory of strategic significance in
all fields,

How has the Party's economic line been applied to
the war conditions in urban centres ? Besldes those prob-

lems related to the policy and trend of production, it is
clear that the organization and distribution of productisn
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in close coordination with the combat forces and the pro-
tection of production, as well as the continuity of in-
dustrial production while the enterprises were partially or
wholly scattered, are experiences susceptible of furtl-_lrer
application. These experiences are not only to be applied
if war breaks out again but are immediately applicable
so ag ‘o coordinate the national economy with national
defence. The most correct attitude of those who are masters
of their country is to see to its economic development as
well as the strengthening of its defence.

2. Skilful application of the military art of people’s war
1o A.A. defence in towns and industrial centres.

In their air strikes at our towns and industrial cen-
tres, the American aggressors made use of a huge air force
comprising the most up-io-date planes (except for E 52s
which were used only in Vinh Linh anc Quang Binh},
which manned by experienced air pirates, struck in repfu-at-
od waves of attack and resorted to the most perfidious
tricks. The US Air Force used demolition bombs of from
1,000 to 3,0001bs to destroy buildings in urban centres;
time-bombs and delayed-action bombs to seal off access
to them ; CBUs, gas bombs and fragmentation rvn-:ketls to
sirike at populous town quarters, rockels anFl auided
bombs to hit at industrial bases and pther important
targets. They continually changed their siriking methods,
using now big forces for massive operations and launching
successive waves of attacks ; now small forces for sudden
attacks, and shifting from day operations to day and night
operations.

Though perfidious and cruel the American aggressors
could not attain their strategic objectives, hecaulﬂ our
townspeople had a great resolve and skilfully applied the
military art of people's war to AA, defence,
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This military art stems from the Party's people's war
line. The primary purpose of this line is to unite the whole
nation and entire people for the fight and to use the peo-
ple's armed forces as a fighting nucleus under the leader-
ship of the working class to bring into play the combative
farce of the whole nation in order to defeat the powerful
aggressive forces of imperialism. The military art of peo-
ple’s war applied to A.A. defence derives from the line of
people’s war against the U.S., war of destruction waged
chiefly by aircraft. The main content of that line is to unite
the entire people against enemy air strikes, for AA. defence
and for the maintenance of traffic communications ; to co-
ordinate closely production and coimbat, attack and de-
fence ; to change the trend of economic production in order
to serve national defence, the peoples life and the building
of socialism, This military art applied to A.A. defence is
also based on the general principles of the war of resistance
against U.5. aggression : popular, all-sided and prolonged
resistance relying mainly on our own powers while draw-
ing international support.

Basing itself on the above-mentioned points and on
our characteristic features and those of the Enemy, our
Party has at once realized that in order to counter the
piratic attacks of American aircraft and to defend our
towns and cities and industrial centres — chiefly the big
ones—and other important points, it is necessary to
maobilize the entire people for the fight, to take the three
categories of our armed forces as nueclel, to make the most
use of the weapons and war means in hand, from small
guns (rifles and tommy-guns) 1o A.A. batteries of various
calibers, rockets and jet planes. From experience in fight-
ing we can now draw the conelusion that this way of
posing the question is correct and imaginative and ex-
presses the view-point of people's war as applied to opera-
tions of defence against US modern aviation. The point
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hes been confirmed that in a modern war, the factor
deciding victory is man and not weaponry, The new man
in the socialist system is one with profound patriotism
and deep hatred for the enemy, capable of handling any
weapon in hand and using fexible Lactics to deleat the
enemy.

In the defence of urban centres and other important
targets, each A.A. weapon has ils own usefulness, Whereas
our rockets and aircraft strike the enemy at long distance
and high altitude, rifles and 12.7 and 14.5-mm machine guns
are needed in battles against low-flying planes. That is why,
despite the fact that the big towns and cities have a wide
range of sophisticated weapons and war means such as
alreraft, rockets and AA. batteries of various sizes, since
the very beginning we have paid attention to the launch-
ing of a widespread aircraft-hunting movement among the
population.

The correct solution of that problem has not only
resulted in a great number of enemy planes brought down
but, more important still, it has gradually shaped the funda-
mental lines of military art in AA, defence, Today practice
has confirmed that an efficient A.A. defence system operat-
ing in urban centres must possess a ublquitous multi-level
fire network operating in close co-ordimation with the gun
emplacements built in the suburbs and in adjacent areas
adding their actions to those of the batteries insialled in
the town itsell. In order to bring into full play the fire
network defending the town, the key problem in A A
defence operalions is to organize a good combat co-or-
dination between various arms and various units in which
weapons of different kinds must closely co-ordinate their
action and develop their full efficiency.

But how is that combat coordination organized in
urban centres ? Many problems crop up which require a
judicious guiding principle. That principle is *to closely
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carbing the operations of the army A.A. defence forces
(AA. batteries, rocket, alr force, radar) with those of the
widespread aircraft-hunting movement in infantry unils,
especially in self-defence units and militia." This principle
is most appropriate and has a practical meaning as it con-
tributes to the unity of thought, organization, commard
and fighting style, enabling the army units to closely co-
ordinate their action, thereby intensifying the efficiency
of AA, fire. Whenever enemy aircraft meke their appear-
ance, the harmonious coordination of our A A. defence is
a8 nice sight to watch. It can be said that all the units
recantly taking part in the defence of our cities — A.A.
batteries, rockets, air force, self-defence, militia and in some
localities, the navy and people's armed police — have
achieved brilliant exploits.

Because they have grasped the guiding principles of
peaple’s war and skilfully adapted them to the conditicn
of A.A. defence in the cities, our armed forces have devised
many resourceful and flexible fighting methods. The A A
gurners fight the enemy unremittingly and with mobility,
using the surprise factor and sometimes concentrating
their fire to the maximum. The rocket launching units
focured their attention on a prepared battlefield while
sormetimes using mobile combat tactics. With its own spe-
clalized combat methods our air force has downed marny
enemy aireraft, including the most up-to-date ones. Our
seli-defence force and militia have two main forms of
fighting : firstly, organization into teams of sections fight-
ing in rotation so that combat duty is permanently assured ;
and secondly fighting and production work carried out in
place, *gun in one hand and hammer or plough in the
other,” Thanks to their tight orgenization and good eom-

mand our self-defence units were able to save manpower
for prodaction while displaying high combal efficiency,
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particularly the 1.7 and l&5-mm gun leams We have
devised fighting methods appropriate to Vietnamese con-
dittons and over the towns, These are mosi valuable ex-
periences which enable us to fight victoriously agamst
superior numbers. With weapons and war means in the
main inferior to those of the enemy in quantity and modern-
ity, we wers able to defeat him. We have fought with the
spirit of attacking the enemy to wipe him out, defending
our targets, maintaining and replenishing our far-:ﬂ_, and
developing our strength in the course of fighting.” This has
prevented the US air force from bringing its :tmng‘pmnts
fnto full play while it exposes its weaknesses more clearly

far us to exploit.

The struggle of our urban centres against the US air
force has enabled us to correctly assess the possibilities,
roles and positions of the various componenis of the armed
forces in our AA. defence network.

Our AA. artillery units, a most important force, fight
perseveringly and unremittingly, showing their great
potential in the defence of the town and cities, industrial
centres and other targets. They are easy to move and easy
to replenish ; in addition they have a wide runge of fire
and consequently in case of need can independently defnlmd
a point inside or outside the city. Our rocket launching
units and young air, force, even in their baptism of fire,
have proved to be a match for the modern US air force.
Equipped with sophisticated weapons, they are one of the
main slements in the anti-aircraft defence system of the
citfes as they are sble to foil the enemy attacks from afar,
wipe out the enemy st high altitude, cc-ordinate their
action and create favourable conditionsdor A.A. batteries
or the militia and other combat units to wipe out ihe
enemy. The building and development of these modern
arms ig the result of great efforts made by our people’s
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army towards meeting the requirements of combat, and
marks the maturity of our people's armed forces. Mean-
while, we have paid great attention to spread the aireraft-
hunting movement far and wide, taking as core the self-
defence forces in the city and the militia in the suburbs.

In fact, the self-defence unite and militis in various
towns, cities, and industrial centres have played a role
of paramount importance. Fig!ﬂing independenlly, ihese
self-defence and militia unils have shol down many Ame-
rican ‘els by small arms.

The battle recenily given to the sophisticated Ame-
rican aircraft over the towns and cilies hos made us
realize the necessity of fighting low-flying planes in a
modern war. It can be entirely undertaken by self-defence
and militia units in the lowns and cities. In Hanoi, Hai-
phong, Nam Dinh, Hongei, Cam Pha and other urban
centres, besides sell-defence units equipped with small
arms, there appeared self-defence units handling small
caliber A.A. artillery pieces fighting most courageously and
resourcefully, an efficient help in air defence. From this
fact we can infer that the self-defence forces in urban
centres have ample possibilities for using sophisticated
weapons lo strengthen air defence. The sell-defence units
in urban cenlres are composed mainly of workers wheo live
and work together In close-knit organizations belonging
lo various branches of preduction, chiefly industrial pro-
duction, and can therefore quickly adapt themselves to
the fighting conditions of the armed forces, These units
sre al:o made up of office workers and town people who
also have a high revolutionary spirit, a pood cultural
standard and particularly a fair scientific and technical
knowledge enabling them lo assimilate modern military
tactics and technique .They are organized according to pro-
duction units and government, {echnical departments, and
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have many possibilities to serve in combat and combat
support. If over the recent period there had been befter
organization, equipment and training for self-defence units
in urban centres, they would probably have developed
their combat efficiency even more vigorously.

Salf-defence of late was slzn the main comhbat sup-
port force in urban and indusirial centres. In the past
four years Hanoi and Haiphong alone used tens of millions
of work days for combat suppert ; other towns, townships
and industrial centres used hundreds of thousands of work-
days each. In these localities this work showed a high
degree of technical proficiency. There, members of self-
defence units of industrial enterprises werked hundreds
of thousands of days for national defence to turn out or
repair means of communications and transpert, and parts
for A.A. batteries, rockets, telecommunicaticns, army en-
gineers and the navy. The self-defence units also train
tens of thousands of gunners, transport workers and other
technicians to replenish the regular armed forces. Here,
the workers' skilful hands and the malerial and technical
basis of our young industry have crealed huge potential-
ities for combat support as is proved by facts: it was the
worker members of self-defence units who made bridges,
ferries, prefabricated fortifications or used modern techni-
cal means to repair or expand airfields and build **urgent
military roads” for the pressing needs of the war. All this
shows that the local logistic forces of our socialist towns
and cities have a huge potential for serving a long war if
they are well organized, protected and made use of.

We nre aware that in military operations, particularly
in A.A. operations, protection plays a role of paramount
importance, Attacking the enemy should go hand in hand
with A.A. defence and the protection of the population.
This is a most correct policy, a guiding principle of
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A.A. operations and has yielded tremendous results in the
delence of urban centres. These are two tasks closely con-
nected with each other. Whatever the circumstances they
cannot be separated. Because we carried out such work
as A A. defence, camouflape, protection of the population,
and decoys, sultable to the topography and the conditions

of sur urban cenires, we were able lo reduce our losses
to 2 minimum and strengthen our forces in the course of
a long struggle.

Our urban and indusirial centres have also satisfac-
torily carried out such work as protection of the lives and
preperty of the population, the property of the State and
the stabilization of the people’s life and production work
in wartime. Civilian AA. defence helped to raise the
fighting spirit of our people. It is particularly important
in urban centres, chiefly in big towns and cities, as con-
ditions there are more pressing and complicated than in
the countryside. In the countryside, to protect ourselves
ggeinst enemy bombs and shells, even in the hardest-hit
areas, like the 4th zone, we have concentrated our efforts
on protecting the people's lives and property by build-
ing a system of underground shelters without considering
it necessary to make a large scale transfer of the popula-
tion, as its density here is not so heavy as in urban centras
and the material and the technical basia not so important.
In urban and industrial centres, civilian A.A. defence
work is more complicated as it is necessary to solve the
problem of evacuation, the scattering of the population,
machines, equipment, and goods within a short time.
Mot just tens of thousands but hundreds of thousands of
people were evacuated from urban centres to rural areas
and not just some parts of s factory but whole faclories
indeed a large number of medern faclories, were iransfer-
red. This was a very hard job. However, thanks to the
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great sense of responsibility of our cedres at all levels
who were concerned with the people’s lives and the prop-
erty of the people and the State, and thanks to the peo-
ple’s high vigilance, the application of the principle of joint
efforts by the State and the population and, to the activity,
initiative, scientific organization, and mass character of
clvilian A.A. defence, we were shle tn cvercome diffi-
culties, which at first sight had seemed to be insuperable,
Realizing that this was a most difficult task, we required
that evacuation should be promptly done but safely en-
sured, that production and other work should be normal-
jzed and the people's life should not be greatly affected
while their living standard should be adapted to the war
conditions In order to bring success in both production

and fAghting.

After organizing evacuation, we can now draw some
experiences to be applied to towns and cities and in-
dustrial centres. The main points are:

Compulsory evacuation of aged people, children, pro-
duction units whose presence in the towns is not required,
schools, administrative offices, and non-combatanis.

Evacuation in case of need of those duty-called to
stay,

Partial evacuation or seattering to varicus places in
the town itself of offices and factories whose presence in
the towns is necessury, of heavily populated town-quarters,
areas where offices and enterprises are concentrated, or
those near likely targets of the enemy.

It is clear that for the leadership and guidance of
production and combat, and a good organization of the
people’s life, it is necessary fto classify the objects of
evacuation : evacuation of production units, of govern-
ment offices and of the population.
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Haiphong has based itself on that classification to de-
termine the zones of evacuation most convenient for each
calegory such as the zone reserved for heavy indusiry, the
zone for light industry, the zone for government offices
and education, etc. Nam Dinh relies on the particular
features of each category to provide it with proper leader-
ship in order to strengthen the worker-peasant alllance,
eslablish close relation he{men'inﬂuslry and agriculture,
between town and country. This is an indispensable worlk,
a good expericnoe.

Besides the organization of evacuation, we have also
seen o the building of shelters in urban centres. We
understand that a shelter is not only destined to afford
refuge but also to guaranilee the continuation of produc-
tion and fighting and create conditions for the population
to keep up production, fight, and give combat support.
One noteworthy success achieved by various localities was
the widespread shelter building movement in which the
population displayed many initiatives such as the building
of 20-mm shell-proof, CBU-proof, demolition bomb-proof
shelters, the building of underground trenches for refuge
during air raids; the building of revetments and com-
munication trenches to counter enemy surprise raids, ete,

A.A. defence in urban centres includes other important
works such as the organization of an air-alarm system
and of means to overcome the aftermath of air raids
(chiefly the rescue of people in collapsed shelters). These
problems, which were more complicaled in the towns than
in the countryside, were satisfaclorily settled, Many local-
ities had their own plan to hunt enemy aircraft as well as
to combat flood and {o check the sabotage activities of
the few bad elements which might still remain in urban
cenires.
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These are but some problems related to the guldance
of the struggle against American air raids in the towns.
Reviewing the whole A.A. defence work in urban centres
weueauthemumdnriythatﬂmma:lﬂr munifeu
tation of the development of the people's war against the
US. war of destruction. Its tremendous effects have great-
ly reduced the damage done to the townsfolk in lives and
property,

i .'I:-'h.nling the trend of the economy, meefing the re-
Quirements of combat, the people’s life and socialist
construction.

In the four years of resistance to the US war of
wum. our people, who have fought courageously and
with great revolutionary heroism and worked pains-
takingly, have won victories of strategic significance :
these vietories were made possible thanks chiefly to t!'u.:
completion of the economic tasks of the various regiona
in ltlae socialist North, including the urban and industrial
centres,

. The success of the urban ulation
h.H first in the shifting of emmu:ﬁ l-r:i.ivlti:: ﬁﬂz
time to war time, and the building and development of
the regional economies. Our townspeople have skilfully
applied the Party Central Cominittee's resolution on the
tren:i and tagk of production in the new situation : con-
linuing the construction of the North, closely coordinat-
ing production with combat and economic consiruction
with strengthening of national defence, resolutely defend-
ing the North and defeating the air and naval war of the
enemy. In the light of a correct analysis of the American
imperialists’ scheme against the socialist North, the great
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rear base of the resistance to US aggression and revalu-
tionary base of the whole country, we have rapidly ad-
justed the direction of our economic building and develop-
ment in urban centres which includes many lines of pro-
duction, mainly industrial production. To maintain in-
dusirial production in big towns and cities, where is con-
venlrated an important part of industrial enterprises in the
Narth, our urgent task is to efficiently protect these pro-
ductive forces : men and machinery, first of all the men.

At the end of 1964 ,when the US air force was intensi-
fying its spying sctivities ond carrying out provocations
routh of the 4th zone, we took an initial measure to protect
our industrial installations, especially in the regions likely
to be attacked by the enemy. We also urgently carried
out the necessary preparations with regard to the stocking
of goods and material, while taking measures to maintain
traffic in the best conditions, aware that *tronsport ond
cemmunications is the urgent central task of the Party
and the people.” Early in 1965, while coping with the raids
of the US air force which was committing crimes against
our population south of the 4th zone, we foresaw that the
enemy might intensify his war of destruction by unleash-
ing his aireraft against our big towns and cities and attack-
ing relentlessly these centres and their suburbs. We ad-
vocated that in order to cope with the US air war, the
best way in the urban centres is to organize combat as
well as defence and protection, to normalize the people's
life and production quickly after each battle and to keep
communications and transport in good order under all
circumstances. That is why, before the enemy's attacks on
big towns and centres, we had had a concrete policy with
regard o the activities of industrial enterprises by deciding
which of them would be evacuated, which of them would
remain, that the evacuated ones should have a definite
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plan for that purpese, and the remaining anes should dig
shelters, build reveiments and arrange things in a suitable
MARNEr.

Y The purpose of the evacuation of workshops and

factories is to protect the productive forees so as to main-
tain the continuity of production and wage an all-sided
and prolonged war 30 as to win repeated victories. Stem-
ming from this, the evacuation of industrial enterprises
was zealously carried out in order of priority and classifi-
callon : which would be evacuated first, which would follow
suit, which would go for good, which would be transferred
only partly and which whelly.

The guidance in the evacuation of production units in
big towns and cities calls for a long process of political
education with the creation of various forms and methods
for its execution. It is for us a new task which requires
a concrete and scientific plan to carry out. Under the ener-
getic leadership of the Party at various levels, learning
from the example set by the cadres and Party members
and bringing into play the role of the T.U. organization
with the militin and youth union members as core, we
have satisfactorily resolved that problem. Over the past
four years, hundreds of enterprises and store houses ot
central and regional level have been carefilly protected
together with hundreds of thousands of tons of machines
and equipment and rhillions of tons of goods.

This protection requires great efforts on the part of
our people and armed forces. It is of paramount significance
as it allows the continuation of production under any war
conditions,. The maintenance and acceleration of soclalist
construction in hig thwns and eities has an important effect
as it enables us to meet the requirements ¢f combat and
supply to the front and contributes to the siabilization of
the people's life and of other aspects of life
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In order to successfully shift the economy from a state
of peace to a state of war and to build and expand the
regional economies, it is necessary to inculcate a sense of
vigilance on the masses, combat all complacency, raise
their sense of responsibility in the struggle and do away
with all manifestations of shirking duty. In government
offices, enlerpriscs and workehops, this ideclogieal eduna-
tion must be translated inio action in combat, protection
of production and development of the role of the working
class.

One of the many experiences we have gained in the
organization of evacuation is the need to make a careful
study of the characteristics of each enterprise, of its chain
of production, its system of management... in order to find
an appropriate site, decide the extent of evacuation, and
calculate the size of the new constructions. Due to diffi-
culties in the evacuation of a huge volume of machinery
and equipment, many enterprises have had to alter their
production processes to adapt themselves to the war con-
ditiens. In the end, they were well protected and able to
rapidly normalize and maintain the tempo of production.
On the other hand, through lack of preparation and delay
in evacuation many workshops took a long time to stabilize
their production and even suffered human and material
losses,

Another important experience in the evacuation of
enterprises from big towns and cities is the co-ordination
between the urgent need of evacuation and the drawing
up of plans for the building of permanent local economic
enterprises which should lead to the gradual stabilization
and development of production, whatever the circum-
stances, to meet immediate as well as long-term require-
ments, ;
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In big towns, cities and industrial centres, skilled
workers go to the front in greater and greater numbers ;
nevertheless production is not disturbed because the
Party's combat slogan **the more stubbornly we fight, the
greater victories we win, and the stronger we become” has
been made to govern wartime production : ** produce while
seeking to raise productivity and cxpand production.” In
urban centres, fens of thousands of cadres and skilled
workers have been recently trained in long term courses
and correspandence courses, the major part being trained
on the job. Many women workers can now replace men in
work requiring advanced technique so that they can go
to the front. Resolved to * produce well anc fight well”,
the working class and other loilers in the towns, and
collective farmers in the peripheries of towns have
energetically defended their production work and eoura-
geously clung to their working sites to keep production
going. As it is an important front in the struggle against US
aggression, all the fighters on that front have shown clearly
that they stand firm on it. “*Fight when the enemy comes,
continue production and normal life when he has been
driven away.” In this struggle, the working class and
peasantry have set a bright example in werker-peasant
alliance. Despite fierce enemy raids the workers have
loiled day and night to meet the requirements of the fight-
ing and the people’s life, and especially lo serve the
technical revolution in agriculture. In the new relations
of production, the collective peasants have given up lands
and houses to the workers to set up industrial enterprises,
and fought with them to defend the workshops as well as
their villages. It is clear that, thanks to the superiority
of the sociaslist system and the material and technical
basis of socialism, our urban and industrial centres have
enjoyed more favourable conditions to strengthen the
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worker-peasant alliance and to use it as a firm basis to
unite the people and step up people's war in the political,
military and economic fields, This is the new force and
potential of people's war in urban centres at present.

Another problem to be solved by urban centres fs
*how to combine the triple revolution : the revolution in
relations of production, the technical revolution, and the
cultural and ideological revolution, while maintaiming and
developing production in wartime conditions.”

We know that a good organization of wartime pro-
duction is dependent on the socialist relations of produe-
tion. The urban cenires are the points of industrial
concentration and if they are determined to develop in-
rustrial production to an appropriate size they can serve
the people’s life and the fighting while helping to improve
the new relations of production. To accelerate industrial
production we must overcome such shortcomings as per-
functoriness, slackness, the relaxation of labour regula-
tions, and the tendency to think that **in time of war, the
mere fact of producing commodities is already a good
thing” and belittle their economic value. There is also a
tendency lo relax management and fout cost accounting
practice. The movement in which the workers take part in
the management of their workshops and take their produe-
tion team as a hasis, launched in many localities, has raised
the sense of responsibility of the workers, their love of
labour and their courage in combat and has taught them
to live an organized and disciplined life. Experience has
confirmed that, when production is scattered, the pro-
duction team is the best-managed unit. Nevertheless, it
15 necessary fo maintain in good working order the leader-
ship of the local Parly branch, and the activities of the
trade-union, youth organization and self-defence unit, to
lay emnphasis on better management, gradually salve the
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problems of labour management, ensure the efficiency of
workdays, rationally divide manpower between production
and fighting, carefully manage receipts and expenses, en-
courage the workers and production teams to raise pro-
ductivity.

There is no hiding the fact that, a3 a consequence of
the revolution in the relation of production achieved in
the four years of war, the technical revolution in urban
pentres has continued to make ils effects felt in industry,
agriculture, communications and transport,

Industry : On the whole, industrial production was
maintained in the fierce war years. The enemy strove io
deny us electric power by hitting at our depots of fuel,
materials, equipment and machines cousing us great diffi-
culties, but our various industrial branches were able to
maintain their activities. Hegional industry has increased
its production year by year and built new production units.
The ecomomic structure has undergone an initial change
and many valuable branches of production have taken
shape, meeting the war requirement. Engineering devel-
oped fairly harmoniously supplyimg greater and greater
guantities of implements lo agriculture and gradually
equipping it with small machines for the technological re-
volution.

The industrial brarch harnessed to communications
and transport also developed at a quick tempo, fulfilling
its targets every year and satisfyimg the requirements of
central amd local transport and communications. The con-
sumer goods industry also made progress. We may come
to the conelusion that in the stubborn struggle against the
US air force, our townspeople have not only successfully
defended their material and technical bases, but also main-
tained production. Though still with shortcomings, these
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are wvery big successes and valuable experiences of our
people.

Agriculture : The farmers in the periphery of the
lowns and cities have gradually overcome the impediments
caused by natural ealamities and war and surmounted the
difficulties created by the enemy, including the shortage
of manpower caused by recruitment for the army or other
activities. Over the past vears, the agricelture around
urban eentres has always nfet the food requirements of
the {armers and provided a major part of the foodstufls to
the townspeople, the raw materials for the processing in-
dustries and agricultural produce for exports,

With the assistance of indusiry, the technical revo-
lution in agriculture has been accelerated. The supply of
implements, ordinary and improved, mostly eguipment
produced by small shops for agricullure, has been a practic-
al help for the development of agriculiure. Today the
farmers around urban centres have favourable conditions
[or intensive cultivation and increased crops, to push for-
ward the *‘three targels in agriculture” movement for the
attainment of 5 tons of paddy per hectare per year. The
socialist relations of production have improved day by day
and testified to a powerful vitality in war time. Thanks
to these new relations of production, the cooperatives have
fulfilled their food quota to the State. They manage labour,
organize the fighting forces, give work-points for missions
carried out for the benefit of production, combat and
combas support, civilian AA, defence and transport and
communications. Generally speaking, the life of co-op
members has remained stable; solidarity is closer and
identity of mind greater in the cooperatives.

Besides industry and agriculture, the building sector
has also devoted greater efforis to serve the other economic
branches. The commercial and financial branches, whose
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function is circulation and distribution of goods, have help-
ed production develop in ils initial stages and served as
a bridge linking industry to agriculture, production to con-
sumption, home lrade to foreign irade, the State trade
sector to the cooperative trade sector.

The cultural and ideological revolution has been carried
out in the political, economic and military ‘ramework of
the war resistance against US aggression i general and
as the task of the urban cenires in particular. Here the
Vietnamese national and working-class tradition of un-
vielding struggle has been applied to the education of the
masses {0 raise their patriotism, love of socialism and
revolutionary heroism, lo build a revolutionary mode of
life, to resolutely foil U.8, aggression in order to liberate
the South, defend the North, reunify the country and fulfil
our task toward our country and our internationalist duty.
Here, in the fierce struggle against the US air war, the
building of the political forces has been carried out among
the masses simultaneously with ideclogical work. If there
were no strong Party organization and no broad mass or-
ganization such as the Trade-Unions, Youth Union, Wom-
en's Union, Young Pioneers, and the militia in enterprises
and town guarters, it would not be possible to achieve any
task. If no patriotic emulation movement had been launch-
ed, it could not be possible to stimulate the masses to
carry out revolutionary activities ceaselessly and vigor-
ously,

It is clear that the socialist system has given our peo-
ple a huge force and our army a very solid rear base, it
has been a decisive factor in beating the US war of
destruction.

The victory won by big towns and cities has the same
cause as the success obtained by the socialist North in the

“economic field. It is the outcome of the very correct Party
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line, the great heroism and creative and painstaking labeur
of our people, the superiority of the.socialist system of the
North and also the precious assistance of the brother
socialist countries.

1. Successes In communications and transpori, mobilization
of manpower in war time, building and expanding regional
armed units, ensuring security and order

The successes scored by the inhabitants of the big
towns and cities and industrial centres in transport and
communications, in the mobilization of manpower in war-
time, in the building and expanding of regional armed
units, in the organization of the people’s life and in ensur-
ing security and order stand also as great and all-sided
successes and testily to o new turning-point in the develep-
ment of people's war against the US war of destruction,

In transport and communications.

We have frusirated one of the fundamental strategic
objectives of the US in its scheme to destroy our kig
towns and cities and industrial cenires. The *‘isolation of
Hanoi from Haiphong and that of these two cities from
the rest of North Viet Nam" as threatened by Grant Sharp
and Westmoreland was not realized by the aggressors
according to their subjective calculations. The roads radizt-
ing from the capital, Hanoi, the heart of the whole country,
are like arteries sending healthy blood to various parts
of the Fatherland. In the war years, the port city of Hei-
phong remained bustling. In other towns. mir cammunica-
tion lines were, generally speaking, opened to iraffic. The
struggle waged by the inhabitants in big towns and cities
lo protect our rosds was vigorous and stubborn, All the
maost barbarcus means of wear used by the enemy — con-
cenirated atlacks and indiscriminate strikes by big waves,
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or sporadic incursions by small forces day and night —
were foiled by our armed forces and people. All the kinds
of sophisticated weapons and modern war means used by
the US 1o destroy our communication lines such as demo-

£ litlon bombs, time-bombs, magnetic bombs, have of course

ervaled diffieulties for us but proved powerlass in face of
our high Aghting spirit and the skilful and creative labour
of our inhabitants and armymen to protect our communica-
tion lines.
« - Skilfully applying the Party line and principle, we
have affirmed since the very beginning that *‘to maintain
communications and fransport in good order is the central
task of the Party, armymen and inhabitants in urban
centres in order to meet in any circumstances the require-
ments of the national economy and national defence, to
serve production and fighting in the rear and at the front.”
With this determination, a movement was launched in
urban centres, urging our people to ensure communica-
tions and transport. This was carried out according to the
principle that one should regard the communications and
transport forces as core, and the vanguard youth brigades
as shock troops, to bring into play the potentialities
of the region and solve urgent problems on ihe spot.
In our guidance of this work, we have rapidly found
the main links in the chain which is, the efficient organiza-
tlon of river crossings and keeping the rosds and rivers
open. We have devoted all our efforts to beating the enemy
on this front. This is a successful experience wa have
gained in transport and communications in big towns and
chties

We had estimated tnhat this would be the lereest trial
of strength belween the enemy and uz, one which
would be concentrated on & number of *vilal" points in-
ride and outside the urban centres and so we guided, devel-
oped and organized our forces and strongly increased our
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road and river transport means compared with pre-war
days, In the same spirit we correctly advocated that traffic
could be guaranteed only when we hit hard at the enemy,
regarding this as a very important task of the armed forces,
While doing such a heavy and urgent work, we had also
to carry out the **militarization” of the communication
and transport service so as to raise the guality of that
branch ; we had to intensify the repair and overhaul ser-
vices, build new roads and bridges, increase the means of
transport, resolutely ensure traffic at “*vital points” while
linding other roads and making the most use of all means
available,

With their determination to shed their blood if need
be in order to keep traffic golng, the A.A. gunners of the
regular forces and regional army units, together with the
self-defence groups and militia men using rifles and ma-
chines guns, resolutely delended the communication lines.
It can be said that wherever there was traffic, there were
forces to protect it. This explains why, despite the fact that
the number of enemy air strikes on commumication lines
in blg towns and cities was very high, and big quantities
of bombs and shells were used by the enemy, we could
reduce the damage we suffered to the minimum.

Especially in a number of “*key points,” our bridges
and traffic were in good order, whereas hundreds of ene-
my planes wers downed by our A.A. batteries.

With the intelligence and ereative initiative inherent
in the working class, the defenders of communications and
transport have solved many problems which at first sight

had seemed to be insoluble. Such bridges as Long Bien,
Dueng (Hanof), Quay, Miem (Haiphong), Ham Rong
(Thanh Hoa) attacked tens and even hundreds of times,
were immediately reopened to traffic. The ratio was two
or three bridges newly built for one bridge hit. Afler each
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combat, we accumulated many more experiences, devising
new methods to protect communication lines with more
advanced techniques. The workers of the transpori and
communications branch in urban centres were capable of
repairing the transport means of the army and other
branches, maintaining a high technical standard. With their
own strength and local possibilities they were able to repair
the existing air flelds and build new ones in a fairly short
time, In the de-activization of time-bombs and delayed-
action bombs the local engineers have introduced many
valuable innovations, combining rudimentary methods
with modern technique and splendid courage with great
resourcefulness and initiative,

We have successfully carried out the work of guiding
transport, kept the transportation means and goods secure
and fulfilled the transport plans. The main experisnces
which deserve our attention were the following : to make
the most use of all possibilities and means, take advantage
of all favourable conditions to do transportation work,
combine rudimentary means with modern means, handi-
crafls with engineering, use roads or walerways according
to circamstances, all this with the determination to be able
to use both, The establishment of a transport coordination
commitiee from the centre to the base, the maintenance
of this committes’s normal functioning in urban centres
under fierce bombings and the continuation of the normal
activities of the port were the result of lessons learnt from
past achievements.

Today, we have all the facts for .an sssessment of
the huge potentialities of the localities in transpori and
communications, Desides reviewing the guidance of peo-
ple's war, the transport and communications department
must make a more profound analveis in this respect, The
local Party committee and organs concerned must enhance



-

L rH

1z VO HGUYEN GIAP —SELECTED WHRITINGE

their guidance in the work and do it well. Whatever the

war conditions, communications and transport is a most
important slrategic task for our Party and people
At present, though the local requirement in this respect is
not so urgent as in time of war, the urban centres and
other localities in the North are duty bound to mest the
needs of the whole country and the front line in this
field The experience we have recently gained shows that
preparation work in peace time, such as additional roads
and bridges, repair facilities, manpower available, guidance
and direction, is of paramount significence for the shift
from pescetime to wartime work, Therefore, we must be
constanily prepared to cope with the eventuality of a new
attack by the enemy as well as to satisfy the permanent
requirements of national defence,

Mobilization of manpower in war time and building
and expanding of local armed forces.

We ore aware that any victory won at the front stems
from our strength in the rear area. The greater our vie-
tories at the front, the betlter they contribute to the defence
and consolidation of the rear, That is why replenishing
our forces for the front and strengthening the rear area
are indispensable tasks for all localities if we are o ensure
the success of the struggle against U1.5. aggression, for
natisnal salvation.

The resistance to the recent U.S. war of destruction
has shown that the towns, cities and industrigl centres
in the socialist North have huge potentialities and favour-
able condilivns to carry through this tesk. Nevertheless,
we met a number of difficulties as it was the first time
that we had carried out large-scale recruitment for military
gervice, Moreover that mobilization was undertaken in
conditions of urgent production and ferce fighting in order
to feil the new U5, air escalation, These difficullies have
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now been surmounted and these possibilities and advan-
tages developed. The Party cadres al all levels and the
inhabitants in these urban and industrial centres have
realized more and more clearly the role, reguirements
and relations between these two tasks and consequently
have done their best to fullil their tasks, The urban and
industrial centres have met the requirements of the tasks
of strengthening forces for the front, building local armed
forces and consolidating the rear area in every respect.

~ They have, on the whole, carried out the mobilization
of troops well and, by this, have shown their determination
to foil US aggression. The industrial enterprises have
trained workers for replacement and made careful arrange-
ments in the chain of production. Preparations for this
mobilization have been made in peace time, ready for war-
time, and have been accompanied by education and the
drawing up of regulations. In time of war, political educa-
tlon and ideological remoulding among the people is in-
ereased particularly among the youth and mass organiza-
tions. Thanks to this, we have been able to launch a wide-
spread, seething, movement in which the slogan: **We
have the potential to deliver the quantity of grain required
by the State and to recruit scldiers in the number required
by the army,"” is changed into **'We have the potential to
deliver a quantity oft grain above that required and to
recruit even more soldiers”, In the four years of fighting
against the U5, war of destruction, tens of thousands of
cadres, Party members and workers have been mobilized
for the front. Battalions and regiment-sized units numbser-
ing tens of thousands of officers and soldiers made up of
young men coming from urban and industrial centres have
achieved brilliant exploits, We are highly elated and proud
to know that these voung people have greatly contributed
to the common victory,

MIVERCITY OVF MICHIT AN
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These successes have illusirated the patriotism and
love of socialism of the townspeople and their deep hatred
for the enemy. They have been obtained thanks to our
ability to rely on the local Party branches, the local milit-
ary organs, the coordination between various bramches,
and the sense of responsibility and contribution of the
cadres at all levels. They are also the outcome of the
vithree readies” movement,launched among the youth and
' three responsibilities” drive among women, Experiences
have taught us that in urban centres as well as in other
localities, political education, ideological remoulding, good
implementation of policy coupled with a tight guidance
in organization are fundamental factors leading to a suc-
cessful mobilization of troops.

Parallel to the task of serving the front, the towns-
people sre also anxious to strenglhen the rear base ; one
of these tasks is to build and expand the local armed
forces as this meets the immediale requirement and also
the long-range need to defeat US aggression under any
circumstances,

In the four years of war, our self-defence groups in
the towns and cities and militia in the periphery of cities
have fought the enemy while doing construction work and
serving as shock troops in other activities in the localities
They have now matured in all fields — political, ideologi-
cal, military, organizational, and in equipment ; they have
swollen in numbers and improved in quality. Within a
short lime, through our experiences gained in the war
years, we have been able gradually to classify the self-
defence units according to their characteristics and effi-
ciency to lay the basis for the building and utilization of
each of them. This is an excellent task which can raise the
strength and combat efficiency of the sell-defence forces;
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we must continue to study them and draw experiences for
better work,

In the last war, our self-defence units have proved
their ample combat possibilities. They can fight inde-
pendently or in coordination with army A A. units against
enemy war planes. Usually their weapons are rifles and
machine-guns. Many of them have been organized into
companies or baltalions armed with small AA. artillery
pieces or into groups to defend production bases, or they
have fought in close co-ordination with A A, units of the
regular armed forces. The technical teams or brigades of
the self-defence forces such as engineers', scouts’, tele-
communications, chemical teams, and the sections handling
mortars or other sophisticated weapons, have fought
elficlently and given an effective support to combat in
urban centres. The self-defence forces in the towns have
trained tens of thousands of reserve gunners to replace
if need be those manning batteries of the regular armed
forces fighting in their localities. The combat support
force in town is composed mostly of self-defence fighters
who have undergone military training or taken part direct-
ly in the fights. Against the fierce raids of American air-
craft, the self-defence units are the shock forces of the
workshops and factories which have been entrusted with
difficult assignments at vital points.

We can come to the conclusion that, if we build a
powerful self-defence force and militia, we will not only
be ready to fight and fight well, but we will be able to
maintain and intensify production in all ecircumstances,
The growth of self-defence forces with their new possi-
bilities are obviously a novelty in urban and industrial
centres, going hand in hand with the growth of the work-
Ing class in factories, construction sites and agricultural
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larms. These forces occupy one quarter of the total self-
defence forces in the North, If experiences can be drawn
from past lessons to give them a better leadership, a more
efficient command and training and appropriate equip-
ment, surely they will become very powerful forces capable
of meeting the local reguirements in wartime as well as
in peace time, in the strengthening of the rear area as well
as the replenishment of forces for the frontline.

In the building of the self-defence forces al present, it
is necessary to pay attention (o raising the guality of the
fighting forces, Stress must be laid on the main task which
is the training of the commanding officers. The military
organs in urban and industrial centres also need to be
strengithened so as to discharge their task as stalf of Party
local commitiee in the guidance of the self-defence and
militia movement in particular and in the direction of the
armed forces in general.

Apart from countering air raids, the task of the peo-
ple's war in urban cemtres is to foil in time all the sabo-
tage acts of the enemy, all his psywar activities and all
his" slanderous propaganda and to check all trouble-
making by bad clements, It is evem more important to
keep order and fight against enemy psychological warfare
in urban and industrial centres than in other loecalities,
because they are the political, economic and cultural centres
and form the material and technical bases of our country.

In the war years, securily and social order was main-
tained and the people’s life was not disturbed. The leading
organs at central level and in various regions, foreign em-
bassies and foreign wisitors and the ships calling at our
ports were kept safe, Evacuated or dispersed workshops
and factories, storehouses, and machines and eguipment

were well protected by our people,
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' These great achievements were obtained thanks to the
concern ‘of the Party commitiees in the towns, the great
efforts of the authoritlies and the determination of the
security forces, chiefly the people’s police and the self-

. defence units in various factories, government offices,

town guarters, construction sites.. With the movement to
keep security and order spreading all over the urban
centres and countryside, the people’s police and self-defeace
forces have played a most important role. Usually they
co-ordinated with each other very closely and together
worked out a common plan of action. The forces in charge
af security and order also knew how to divide the sectors
of protection, to rely on the masses and make use of educa-
tional methods, and most important, to mobilize the masses
50 as to ensure security not only inside the urban centres
but also outside them, particularly in the localities to
which the state organs and townspeople were evacuated.

This work has been well executed by the capital, Hanol,
and the port of Haiphong, the two biggest cities in North
Viet Mam. During the war, our people's material and
spiritual life has met with difficulties, but has remained
glable in the main and even improved in some aspecis.
The Party Committees have solved many problems regard-
ing, for example the distribution of foodstuffs and com-
modities, and the expansion of services to evacuated people
and those required by duty to remain in the towns. We
have made housing arrangements and solved housing dif-
ficulties for the air raid victims, and combined the action
of the State and that of the population in the organization
of relief to these victims.

During the war, the medical network has developed
very rapidly. Disease prevention and treatment and health
protection have increased together with the number of
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hospitals and physicians. All this has greatly contributed
to the preservation of the people's health and the strength-

ening of their productive and fighting forces. The educa- *

tional movement and cultural activities have reached down
to the lowest level.

We can take pride in the success of people’s war as
shown in the keeping of order and security and organiza-
tion of the people's life in qig towns and industrial centres.
This success which testifies to the growth of people's war
in urban centres is the result of the political, military and
economic forces as well as the outcome of the good manage-
ment and organization of the people's life in war time, It
also reflects the superiority of the socialist system, mand-
fested in the political awareness of our people and their
spirit of being collective masters. It also demonstrates that
only socialist relations of production can offer great advan-
tages to owvercome the difficulties created by the war.
Though shortcomings still exist, the achievements recorded
by our big towns, cities and industrial centires in order and
security and in organization of the people’s life are great
indeed !

LI — TURNING URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL CENTRES

INTO PROSFEROUS ECONOMIC UNITS WHICH WILL

ALS0 PROVE POWERFUL IN NATIONAL DEFENCE : A

CONTRIBUTION TO THE CGLORIOUS REVOLUTIOMARY
CAUSE OF THE WHOLE COUNTILY

The people’s war in urban and industrial centres in the
socialist North was waged in the form of valiant surface-
to-air battles fought at a fairly high technical level. It bril-
liantly defeated the U.5, air force even when the air esca-
lation in the North was brought to a height. This victory
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played a great part in the defeat of the U5, air and naval
war waged on an unprecedented scale against North Viet
MNam.

Together with the victory won in the South this victory
dealt a hard blow not only at the aggressiveness of the
Americans in Viet Nam but also at the neo-colonialist
policy pursued by the U.S. imperialists in many countries.
Many American politicians admit that the US. defeat in
Viet Nam is the failure of a major part of US global strate-
gy, its aim as well as its policies and means of execution.
Institutes for strategic studies in the U.S. and other coun-
iries in the world have also advanced many cata showing
that the huge expenditure defrayed by the U.S. for the
Viet Nam war has landed it in an economic plight which
seems to be beyond remedy. And worse still, this predica-
ment has gone beyond the economic field and led to serious
difficulties in the political field. Most typical of this is the
confusion within American society. Johnson called it an
ugyent” while Nixon more vividly called this a “‘moral
erisis” of the American people. For their part, the Western
press made no bones about it. An American paper (the Los
Angeles Times) wrote that this crisis was rampant in the
US. and that the American people had lost g1l confidence
in the government. The Viet Nam war, it said, had ruined
U.S. reputation abroad, kindled riots in the country and
driven young people abroad. The English paper, the Times,
pointed out that the U.S, was sinking into a deep social
crisis.

In the military field, the defeat of the U.S, in Viet Nam
has worn out and emasculated its military potential and
sapped the fighting spirit of its army. The American milit-
arymen have complained that the US. strategic reserve
forces were **thinned out” by the Viet Nam war, being
reduced from eight divisions to four. With this reserve,
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they were afraid that it would be very difficult for the LTE-‘
to have a “‘quick response” in threatened areas, Part of 'lh:’
five divisions defending the strategic bases of the U5, in
West Europe was sent to Viet Nam, while within Viet Nam'
the U.S. had a force corresponding to ten infantry divi-
sions, and an important naval and air foree, Yot it could

not stave off defeat.

If was with this gloomy background that the “*Nixon
doctrine” and the *Vietnamization™ of the war saw the
light of day. This new strategy is an official acknow-.
ledgement to the American and world's people that the
US. was economically, politically and militarily weak, Ti
shows that the U.S. is no longer in a position to squander -
its money and scatter its armed forces all over the world -

to meet the requirement of massive response as it did

before. Though still clinging to their role of world police- |

men, the U.S. imperialists are compelled to reconsider the
key points of intervention and to revise the extent and

method of intervention in their counter-revolutionary -

_g']nbnl_strntegy. They must tailor this strategy to a situation
in which the balance of forces in Viet Nam and in the
warld is more and more unfavourable to them,

But they are very obstinate. Behind the camouflage of
the Nixon doctrine and the “Vietnamization” of the war
the aggressive and warlike nature of the U.S, imperialists
is always apparent. They continue to pursue their neo-
colonialist and warlike policy in order to consolidate their

position, dominate the eapitalist world and carry out their
glnhal stratogy.

The American imperialists are doing their best o
achieve their “Vietnamization™ plan in order to get oat

of their quagmire in South Viet Nam. This is an aggressive
plan in all flalds —military, political, economic —a most
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pus siralegic scheme, aimed at consolidating their

-Hm line, pushing forward the pacification program and
destroying our liberated zone, in order to prolong the war,
inng'l.h.ln the Saigon army and administration and gradu-

repatriate the Gls while maintaining thelr position of
gth. “Vistnamization™ i for the TS, o way to get mutl

ﬂ' war but also an effort to win a position of strength

"‘ hile being in fact in a losing position. It is an aggressive
‘plan full of contradictions and considered crazy dream by

_poblic opinion in the world as well as in the U.S. With

#f expeditionary force over half a milllon strong, the U.S.
bilten the dust. How can it expect to carry the day

whien the Gls are superseded by a disintegrating puppet
" wrmy and our people and armed forces are growing in
' strength and posture in the military and political fields ?

el
o President Ho Chi Minh said in his testement : ** The

m war against U.5. aggression may drag on, Our
‘compatriots may have to face new sacrifices of property

“.d lile. Whatever may happen, we must keep firm our

. mu'lw to fight the U.5. aggressors till total victory.”

"~ We are resolved to follow his teaching and to fight the

" American aggressors until they give up their aggressive

design, withdraw their troops and respect the independ-
ence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of our country.

/ Wllduleated them wl;mn their “limited war” was at its

height ; we can surely beat them completely as they are
losing the war and gradually scaling it down. In the front-
liné of the world people's struggle against U5 imperialism
aur people are guite aware of their heavy but glorious res-
ponsibility. Despite all our difficulties and kardships, we
are determined to defeat the U.S. imperialists ; this is our
duty to the Fatherland, to the revolutionary people in the
world and also an honour and a historic mission of our

people. ]
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1. Today our urgent task is to perseveringly wage the
war zgainst the U5, liberate the South, defend the North
and progress lowards the peaceful reunification of the
couniry. Therefore the primary task of our people in the
MNortk, and of the inhabitants jn urban and industrial areas,
is to supply and reinforce the front line in every respect

As the revolutionary base of the whole country, the
North must, after the U.5. war of destruction, fully play
its role as the great rear area of the great front line. While
our fellow-countrymen in the South are making great
sacrifces to wrest back national independence and free-
dom we, in the North, must overcome all difficulties and
hardships to build and develop the national economy,
strengthen national defence, step up socialist construction
and do our best to fulfil our duty towards the South, Only
by sacisfactorily building socialism and turning the North
into a solid rear base, can we replenish the fighting forces
at the front and step up our resistance to U5, aggression
1ill complete vielory. Commemoraling the 40th anniversary
of our Party, Comrade Le Duan, First Secretary of its
Central Committee, analysed the main content and the
great experiences in socialist construction in the North
We must carefully study that document for future applica-
tion in the concrete situation of our respective regions.

We have come out victorious of the flerce wars against

truculent imperialist countries, Japan, France and the US,
and are held in high esteern by the people of the world.
This is because our Party has adopted a sound strategic
line and creative, judicious revolutionary methods. In the
conduct of the war, we have grasped the law governing
the activities of the enemy and fully understood the lnw
of revolutionary war in our country, Likewise in economic
construction, we must grasp the economic principles and
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apply them creatively to economic organization and man-
agement. Economic construction has its own special
features and laws. We have revolutionary zeal and ardour,
we have a large amount of experience in leadership and
organization in revolutionary warfare. With the progress
made in our study and work, we will surely grasp the law
of soclalist economic development and do ever better in
socialist construction in the North. We will resolutely
turn our urban and industrial centres into economically
prosperous and strongly defended areas,

2. As said above, being builders and guardians of
pocialism, in all circumstances we must see to the develop-
ment and protection of production. Furthermore, as ‘at
present the American aggressors are still waging a fero-
clous war in the South, certainly they are working out
perfidious plans to sabotage our sccialist North,

Clur people’s armed forces must constartly heighten
their vigilance, be ready for the fight, and do their utmost
in training to raise their technical, tactical and organiza-
tional standard and perfect their command in order to
down American aircraft of all types if they dare to violate
our skies, In big urban and industrial centres, our plan of
combat must cope efficiently with all war conditions and
closely coordinate with the plan for the protection of men
and material and technical bases. We must organize the
fighting force, the defence of the people and the camouflage
and decenlralization of goods and warehouses all at the
same lime, While they are fighting American aircraft, the
self-defence units, militia and regional troops must closely
co-ordinate their actions with the people’s armed police
tn counter the enemy land attacks (raids, commando oper-
ations) and help in the maintenance of order and security
in their localities, especially in city streets, district and
provincial towns and other important areas.
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The military line of our Party has been more and .
more pgrle:led during the war of resistance against US. 7
aggression. We have gained richer experiences in oper-

ations as well as in the building of our armed forces and

consolidation of our national defence. In the new condi-

tions, we must apply these experiences well. As required

by the region, we will study, readjust and amend our plans
of local defence and building of armed forces in urban .
and industrial centres. These are urgent basic tasks to

strengthen our potential for national defence which needs

to be carefully planned and not scamped in such a way

as to cause a waste of labour and money and delay.

3. In the development of the local economies, we must
closely coordinate economic construction with the con-

solidation of national defence in urban and industrial .

centres as they are the seats of our political, economic
and cultural activities. This co-ordination must be carried
out in all fields, especially in the following

In _thE industrial sector (particularly local industrial
enterprises in urban centres) attention should be paid to
mech_anical engineering, chemistry and some light in-
dustries so that when the war breaks out we will be in
& position to manufacture or repair some kinds of weapons
and equipment, and meet the requirements of production
the people’s life and the armed forces, The industrial en-r
terprises must be built in such a way as to facilitate their
protection, guaraniee production in war time, be consistent
with the policy of economic resrientation in wartime, and
suit the trend and plan of long-term national nﬂnatrur;tjuu.

In the agricultural sector in the suburbs and the sur.
rounding areas, it is necessary to meet a part of the needs
of the locality in foodstuffs and to satisfy other wartime
requirements, The development of hydraulies and affor-
estation must be closely linked to the defence of the
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-~ locality, the transformation of the terrain and construction
= of fighting villages, and facilitate the operations to wipe

out the enemy and the protection of the people.

In loeal transport and communications, attention should
be paid to motor roads, railways and waterwayvs. We
must build a solid and extensive communications network
{o facilitate the movement of troops and meet transport
requirements in war time.

. In the health service we must train technicians, build
a solid broad medical network to enable the medical braneh
to treat soldiers and civilians wounded during the war,
develop our potentialities to counter chemical warfare and
heal the wounds caused by the enemy’s weapons and other
war means,

In postal communications, we must pay attention to
both telegraph and radio in order to maintain steady come-
munication in wartime, serve the Party and State leader-
ship and the operational commands of the armed farces,
and guaraniee normal exchange of correspondence among
the population.

The people's war waged in the North and the South
of sur country has supplied us with a wealth of experiences
including those regarding the building and development
of our armed forces and the establishment of local bases.
We must sum up these most important experiences to
raise our level of leadership and the quality of our future
work.

In the co-ordination between the national economy
and national defence in urban and industrial centres, we
must speed up the people’s preparation to switeh from
peacetime to wartime -activities. In peacetime we must
have a plan to evacuate and scatter the population, enter-
prises and storehouses, and a plan of on-the-spot defence
when the war breaks out. In heavily-populated areas,
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there must be an adequate plan of reorganization in line
with the development of local production and co-usdina-
tion between the construction of important works and the
building of shelters together with the maintenance of the
existing shelters, chiefly in urban and industrial centres.

Our experience is to concentrate big enterprises in one
locality. In the construction of major industrial enterprises,
consideration should be takg¢n either to maintain their pro-
duction in place or move them to safety in the event of war.

In a word, the shifting of the townspeople from a state
of peace to a state of war should be considered in State
plans and prepared for in peace-time. Only in this way can
we replenish our human and material forces, keep produc-
tion going, rapidly normalize the people's life and ensure
peace and order in time of war,

4, We must build our national economy and strength-
en our national defence in the new conditions Local
economies are more and more developed. The provinces
and big towns are becoming important economic and milit-
ary bases. That is why, at present and in the future, local
military work has a strategic role of greater and greater
importance and is an essential part of the Party's military
line ; it is one of the main requirements for the Parly
to carry out its policy of people’s war and national defence.
This calls for a radical change of views in the Party and
army to lead and step up local military work,

The strengihening of military work in urban centres
as in other Jocalities Includes many tasks which have been
laid down in various resolutions. In 1870 we had to do
such work as strengthening the Party's leadership over
local military work, perfecting the system of lesdership
and the local military organs, particularly strengthening
the organization and raising the quality of self-defence
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units and- militia and the guldance for the implemen-
tation of policies in the rear area towards the army.

At present, the self-deflence forces and militia in urban
and industrial centres are developing quite vigorously.
Therefore, in time to come, our main task is to strenglhen
them. We must go further in assessing the concrete task
of the regional armed forces in each zector (countering air
strikes, commando attacks, maintenance of order and
security, doing production work, etc.), and on this basis
gtrearnline and consolidate our organization, personnel,
rationalization of equipment, and regulating the training
to suit the immediate task. First we must pay attention to
priority sectors and areas where our bases are still wealk,
sirengthen our muclei (guerilla and self-defence combat
{orces) mobile forces, gun emplacements and technical
teams. We must lay stress on the building of the self-
defence forces inside the towns while building the guerilla
and militia in the peripheries. The self-defence units are
the armed forces of the working class and toiling people
in the towns ; they are not diverced from produetion. In
the process of socialist construction, as the working class
is growing, the self-defence forces have greater fAghting
possibilities and are a very important source of technical
reinforcement for the various arms of the standing army.

In erganizaticn we must base ourselves on the require-
ments of combat and en the characteristics of production
of each branch to ascertain the use of the self-defence
forces in peacetime and warlime and to classily these
forces in order to give them appropriate training. We must
build the self-defence forces in workshops, factories, mines,
transport and communications, posts and telegraphs, con-
struction sites, geological survey teams, agricultural farms,
ele, In government offices we must consider the necessily
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of setting up self-defence groups in certain organs and not
necessarily in all of them.

mhuﬂdlngnthmfmmdlumuhﬂiuhu
In wartime is one of the major military tasks in wrban
and industrial centres. The reserve forces should be built
with an eye to both quality and number ; infantry is to
hlmmplltldhr?uintuﬂhguriuﬂnﬂurhrmm;
must be able to reinforce the standing army in peacetime,
and be in a position to readily replenish and increase the
strength of the armed forces in wartime. The urban centres
are localities in which to build reserves, and to recruit
and train forces in order to strengthen the standing
army. At the same time as recruitment, we must im.
prove our work of building and managing the reserve
army, especially the registration and administration of ex-
servicemen capable of serving in the reserve foree ; we
must rehearse military mobilization so that in case of
need, we can rapidly strengthen our armed forces and the
regional units as well as the regular army,

Lnurbmmh'uwammhuildnurm!mh
all branches and departments of the State, but more parti.
cularly in factories and workshops (chiefly engineering)
transport and communications, health service, post and
Iclemph.inlwdwhumnhmutmermfnm
are proficlent in technigues badly needed by national de-
fence, particularly in the event of war,

Te guarantee that the ex-servicemen when recalled
to service may develop their abilities and make rational
use of them, the cadres in various localities must be Fully
aware of the political, military and technical level of each
man. They must also grasp Lhe quality and number of the
reserve foree in their localities, branches or State organs,
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If this work is well done, if close co-ordination is

. established between the building, management and train-

Ing of the reserve force and of the sell-defence ll.l!l.ﬂ'.lllﬂ:
militia, the localities can always fulfil and even I:N'u'f::ﬂr
the targets for recruitment, in both quality and num “.
The reglons which have recently gained rich e:-tper:nm
and distinguished themselves in local military wrmﬂ
those which have thoroughly implemented the
runlutiummuﬂsmh_mlrnrmdmwmtu“n:?:
this work will be ever heavier and more u:'lim't.lhnﬂ =
why we must strengthen our leadership an g:' o
order to carry out these resolutions, grusp the cen

strengthen d propose con-
supervision, and study an
:::;nd efficient methods so as to win greater and greater

Juccesses in every respact.

resistance war against US. aggression is now
il'lll::: a most important period. The situation is wr:
tious for our entire people. We will win bigger an
ﬁ glorious successes for our revolutionary cause.

For the sake of the liberation of the South, the defence
of the Morth and the reunification of our country, luthu:
valiantly march forwprd. For the sake of our ll_:t‘l'.y in l:;
nationelist duty, our working class mul.l h.ﬂght:nh :
splendid revelutionary heroism, our people’s army its ..:gl
revolutionary spirit and determination to fight and h:;t h:t,
and the entire heroic Vietnamese people their indom |“:
spirit. In the flush of our victories, let us close nn::hm:ln
sur 14 milllon fellow-countrymen in the Soullh an 1:-[
our grealest war ol resistance lo complete viclory. v
us be resolved to fulfil the cath made before the sou
President Ho Chi Minh.
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CHAPTER 1V

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF REGIONAL
ARMED FORCES !
L]

| A=
;ﬂcah PEOFLE'S WAR AND LOCAL ARMED FORCES .
OST IMFORTANT BASES OF RESISTANCE WAR
AND NATIONAL DEFENCE

Qur country has a lon i

_ ) g tradition of peopls’ ;
;i:ﬂﬂ foreign aggression, which was waged by IIPI:E ':‘n:rgl

r5, Tran Quoc Tuan, Nguven Trai, and Nguyen Hue

who developed & i ion i
ol aggp mpeaaanl.s revolution into a war against

. Sil;ce the founding of our Party iis military line has
“eetr;l thag ﬂ‘f. o people’s war waged under the leadership
f the working elass. In comparison with other periods

in our history our peaple’s
war today hazs a n
rich content and g great strength. b s

The people's war is waged by the entire people
In the armed forces, we have o i .

i perations 1
concentrated units of the regular army in a:] :;n't:h :idt:i
country and operations of regional units and self-defence
militla who wage guerilla warfare, or local people's war.

Guerilla war, local P
% eople’s war, has been
confent of our Party's military line all through the 'l:rd.'f:i:l::

-"]'. Hmh dellverad at the Ali-K
-, ih W 5
Local Military Work in July 1870, orth Viet Nam cConference on
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revolutionary stages. Local people’s war, self-defence
militia and regional forces are the firmest and broadest
basis of the whole armed struggle and all the people’s
armed forces. Leading the local people's war and building
the local armed forces have always been the bases of our
Party's military work, and of the anti-US struggle and
the long-term consolidation of national defence.

Marxism-Leninism and the Problem of Arming the Masses

In the waging of a people's war, making full use of
the fighting force of the masses in the revolution and arm-
ed struggle, one of our Party's fundamental and outstand-
ing experiences has been the creative and successful
application to the Vietnamese situatlon of the Marxist-
Leninist theory on the problem of arming the entire people
and building the people’s army.

Mote than one century ago, Marx and Engels advocated
the problem of arming the masses in insurrection and
revolutionary struggle in opposition to the them rulers’
emphasis on the building of a professional army, Accord-
ing to Marx and Engels, when the working class, the
peasantry and the conscious toiling people rise up, they
must certainly wage armed struggle to seize power. But
Marx and Engels believed that socialism would succeed
simultaneously in many countries and would be unlikely
to succeed in a single country. Therefore, the countries
which hawve just carried through the socialist rewolution
would have little fear of being besieged by the imperial-
ists, S0 when the armed masses rose up and seized power,
it would be only necessary, in order {o protect the fruits
of the revelution, for them ta organize such armed forces
as people’s troops, people’s military police or armed units
which would be concentrated mainly in the localities, but
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most of all to arm the masses. Thus, it would not be really
necessary to maintain a strong standing army.

In the historical conditions of that time, according
to Marxist military theory, the organization of the armed
forces was the problem of arming the masses and not yet
the problem of organizing the army. In the present histori-
cal cunditions, we can sez that this problem is clearly a
basic one.

After the triumph of the Oclober Revolution, the
armies of 14 countries invaded the Soviet Union, A new
problem arose : after arming the masses for the uprising,
was it necessary to organize them into an army ? At the
Central Committee meetings and at the Congress of the
CPSU (Bolshevik) there were heated discussions on this
problem. Some people thought that it was simply necessary
to arm the masses and rejected the idea of building the
army. Then Lenin advocaled the arming of the masses at
the same time as the orgenization of a standing, regqular
army. He advanced the well-known thesis: to build the
worker-peasant Red Army on the basis of arming the
masses. At the Third Congress of the All-Russia Worker-
Peasant Soviets held from January 10 to 18, 1818, Lenin
said that the socialist Red Army is an army set up by all
soclalist people on the basis of arming the entire people !,
In his declaration made in January 1918 on the rights of
the toiling and exploited people, he wrote : **To ensure the
sovereign power of the working people and to eliminate
all possibility of the restoration of the power of the ex-
ploiters, the arming of the working people, the ereation of
& socialist Red Army of workers and peasants.. are hereby
decreed."? And the worker-peasant Red Army was born,

I VI Lenin Afilitery Strategy and Tactics during the Oet
Revolution, Su That Publishing House, Hamnol, 1089, pr.lﬂm, o

. “:; VI Lenin, Complete Works, Progress, Moscow, Vol 24, 1964,
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Since then, many uprisings, many revolulionary wars,
have taken place in various countrics. Thus a new problem
arose : after the building of the revolutionary army, the
regular army, how would the problem of arming the masses
be handled ? Generally speaking, after the triumph of the
revolution, after the formation of A modern regular army,
the problem of arming the masses, arming the entire peo-
ple, was not, in many countries, given {ts true importance.

Why was it necessary to pose the problem of arming
the masses at the same time as building the people’s army ?
When this question came up, Engels saw clearly the might
of the armed masses. At that time the working class had
nowhere seized power ; but Engels had realized that, when
that seizure of power took place, all able-bod.ed men among
the workers, peasants and labouring people would be
mobilized and armed, creating a huge military force, Com-
menting on the war between France and Germany at that
time, when Metz and Paris were invested by the German
army, he remarked that the French had dona their best
to keep these two strongholds, while the Germans, with
their many dozen divisions, had besieged them. With such
a huge standing army, what were the Germans able to do ?
They only occupied one-sixth of the French territory while
the remainder was out of their control, Engels thought that,
if the revolutionary fervour of the French population living
on the remaining fite-sixths of France at thet time was
equal to that of the Spaniards who fought Napoleon in
10048, it would have becn possible to arm the French people,
destroy communication and supply lines of the German
aggressors and relieve Paris. According to Engels, had
each town, each city, each village in France become a
#tronghold and each Frenchman a combatant, the situation
would have changed. The Germans would have been
finished, because they had no more reserves. The working
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class and labouring people rose up in Paris and fought
with matchless hero/sm in the Paris Commune. But without
the backing of the toiling masses throughout France, they
failed. Thus, as early as 1870, Engels had seen the might
of the armed masses. He spoke highly of the combats of
the Spaniards though their arming of the masses was then
very limited ',

Later, and especially after the Octpber Revolution in
Russia, the masses were armed in many uprisings and
revolutionary wars,

In the grea: patriotic war waged by the Soviet people
against the German fascists, Stalin always appesaled to the
men of the Red Army and guerilla fighters of both sexes.
In many fierce battles the armed forces of the population
living in the enemy-held areas played a very effective role,
coordinating their action with that of the Soviet army.
The reports made by German generals recognized that
guerilla warfare, widespread in the territories under their
control, upset all the principles of German military science
and caused great difficulties and heavy losses to their
armies, 5o we can see the importance of the strength of
the armed masses, of guerilla warfare !

In the long revolutionary war in China, people's war
was waged over immense rural areas and won great
victories. In the resistance war against the Japanese, the
Red Army fought shoulder to shoulder with guerilla units
which had sprung up behind the enemy's lines. Developing
its tremendous strength in the civil war, the people's war
annihilated milllons of Chiang Kai-shek's troops, and
liberated the Chinese mainland.

Publishing House, Hanol, 1870, pp. 151,
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Our Party's Line and the Problem of Arming the Masses

In Viet Nam, from the very beginning, we correctly
advocated the erming of the masses while zetting up the
revolutionary army. This clearsighted line was set forth
right at the founding of our Party, In ita very first docu-
ments, our Party discussed such problems as the argani-
zation of self-defence units, military training of the labour-
ing masses, preparation of conditions for the building of
guerilla warfare and armed uprisings, building of the Red
Army of the worker-peasant Soviet State. Thus our Party
has correctly applied Marxism-Leninism to the realities
of our country. It can he sald that, compared with any
other period in the history of our nation, our Parly has had
the most success In its implementation of the policy of
arming the masses and building the pecple's army.

To guide the preparation of armed uprisings in the
period of the Second Werld War, our Parly passed a resoiu-
tion in which it expounded very clearly the necessity to
develop the political bases of the masses expand self-
defence and guerilla units and, on this foundation, to or-
ganize concentrated armed force and the revelutionary
army. In practice, our people's army was born and grew
up from the widespread armed forces forged by the masses
in the crucible of the revolutionary war against Japan, for
national salvation. In this crucial moment the August
Revolution was a greatl leap forward, a ‘ime v:rhm the
armed forces of the masses developed vigorously. The
Liberation Army and our revolutionary armed forces saw
a powerful growth. .

From the very beginning of our resistance war against
the French the appeals made by President Ho Chi Minh
and the Party Central Committee’s instructions on the
prosecution of the resistance war and national construction
pointed out that each hamlet, each street was to be a

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



i VO NOUYEN GIAP — SELECTED WRITINGS

::rmghu_ld; each citizen a combatant ; each Party cell o
steff. This policy yielded great results in the defeat of the
French imperialist aggressors.

Our country is an agrarian country having large rural
areas and many towns and cities, The regular troops of the
revolution are the workers and peasants : the workers play
the leading role and the peasants make up the bulk, The
law of the development of the revolutionary forces in vur
country ig first of all to develop the revolutionary forces
among the grassroots masses, among the toiling peasants
and also amorg the workers, in the countryside as well as
in the town. In the war against the US, this law is fully
expounded in the theory of the three strategic areas: the
rural areas in the highlands, the rural areas in the plain,
and the urbar centres. It is for this reason that, whether
in political struggle or in armed struggle, not only the
peasants but the revelutionary people in the towns, with
the workers at their head, must be armed. In the arming
of the masses, our Party advocates the orgenization of not
only the militia and guerilla forces in the countryside but
also self-defence and combat self-defence forces in the
towns. Not only each peasant but each worker, each toiler
in an urban centre, must become a combatant,

Since liberation, the North has embarked on the road
of socialist corstruction ; as a result the industrial centres
have become more crowded and the working elass more
numerous. Hence, in arming the masses, we must not only
turn each hamlet or village into a stronghold but each
enterprise, each town-street, into a fortress, In the armed
forces of the masses in the socialist North, the militia and
guerilla forces are becoming more widespread and power-
ful and the self-defence and combat self-defence forces
have become more developed and are playing a more im-
portant role. We have laid emphasis on the strengthening
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and development of the militia and guerillas — the grass-
roots urmed forces of the collective peasants, We must pay
greater attention to the consolidation and expansion of the
self-defence and combat self-defence forees — the prass-
roots armed forces of the working class, To belittle the
role of the self-defence and combat self-defence forces is
a mistake that should be corrected.

The penple’s war ix a renalutionory war, waged by
the people and for the people. In the present juncture a
genuine people's war must be led by the working class.
To spealk of people's war is to gpesk of rousing the people,
of organizing them for the fight. When the pecple are
organized, armed and correctly led, they are invineible.
The revolutionary war weged in our country has shown
that the sirength of all the armed people will beat any
aggressor, howeper powerful he may be.

The strength of the people’s war stems first from the
huge force of the conscious and organized people. The
people are the solid mainstay of the whele revolutionary
tasks, The political force of the people iz the basis of all
revolutionary struggle in general end all armed struggle
in particular. Political struggle iz precizely the basis from
which to develop and intensify armed struggle. This is
the closely-linked relation between the revolutionary armed
forces and the people’s revolutionary forces, between armed
strupggle and the people’s revolutionary strugpgle.

L

If we deeply consider the essence of the problem,
armed struggle is a high form of revolutionary siruggle,
the armed forces. a special form of the political force of
the masses, a political force including workers, peasants
and labouring pecple roused, closely orgenized and fight-
ing the enemy with a gun.

Insofar as armed forces and armed struggle are con-
cerned, the armed forces of the masses are precisely the
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the revolutionsry character and specific features of our
people's war ir the conduct of the war. Then, naturally.
the enemy cannot be defeated.

Arming the Musses and the Feople’s Army; the Three

Categories of Forces

To bring the resistance war of thetentire people to a
victorious end, to strengihien the national defence of the
entire people, il is necessary to build solid armed forces of
the masses. I avail myself of this occasion to make it clear
that the content of the concept of armed forces of the
masses i8 nol quile the same as the content of the concept
of people’s army, because the militia and seli-delence units
do not belong o the army. The army has a tighter organ-
ization and discipline ; it has a broader military knowledge
and & more centralized command. That iz the distinction
between the armed forces of the masses and the people's
army. The regular armymen and regional troops belong to
the army. The militiamen and self-defence fighters do
not belong lo it. But they are all members of the armed
forces of the masses.

The regional armed forees include : the regional army
- which is that part of the army stationed in the region, and
the militia and self-defence forces. When the armed strug-
gle develops, o part of the militla and self-defence forces
may become regional army units, The regional armed
forces play a very great role: they are closely linked to
the revolutionary masses in each locality, They are a milit-
ary force closely combincd with the political force in cach
locality. Their aclivity isx closely linked tn the economic
tasks of the people for they directly protect the lives and
property of the people. That is why in order to wage a
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people's war, to have a core force for the people t-u- rise
up and prosecute the war, to provide direct protection to
the local inhabitanis, it is most importanl first of all Lo
build -the local armed forces. For this reason local armed
forces, local troops and the militia and gelf-defence force
play a stralegic role not only in armed struggle and guerilla
warfare, but in revolutionary struggle as a whele, Accord-
ing to Lenin, it is incorrect 1o dissociate guerilla warfare
from an insurrectional situaiion; this shows a ek of
historical understanding and is unscientific .

It is incorrect because *guerilla war s a natural form
of struggle unavoidable in the period when the mass move-
ment has effectively taken the path of uprising®, It is the
form used by the masses rising up to win and malntain
power. The regional armed forces are the nucleus of armed
struggle, of guerilla warfare and of people’s war in the
regions, They are the bases of all armed forces of the Party.
Without strong, widespread local armed forces, there would
be neither widespread local people’s war ror any powerful
movement to arm the population,

The more widespread the war, the more modern equip-
ment the enemy has, and the grealer hiz mimber, the more
strengthened and steady should be the local armed forces.
The role played by the regular army is most imporiant,
but the regular army develops favourably and brings its
huge strength into full play only when the local armed
forces and local military work are very solid and power-
[ull.

1. F.Engels. V.I, Lanin, J. Stalin, On People's War, op. cil-
Z. lhbid.
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The Militia and Sell-defence Forces and Regional Army
Are the Two Basic Armed Forces in the Region

The militia and self-defence units have a fighting force
of paramount importance, though their organization level
is not se high and their command not so cfective as those
of the regional army and regular army. Mililia and sell-
defence forces are closely bound to the masses. They
maintain and bring into play the strength of the masses
at the grassroots level. During the war, it is difficult with-
out these forces to protect the people, to keep them and
slruggle with the enemy for them, and impossible to devel-
op our military, political and economic strength, President
Ho Chi Minh said ; **The militia, self-defence units, and
guerillas are the force of the whole nation, an invinecible
force, an iron wall of the Fatherland. However brutal the
enemy may be, should he bump his head against that wall,
he would be forced to withdraw."!

In order to enable them to play their strategic role
and fulfil their strategic task in an effective manner, it is
indispensable to take into consideration the number as
well as the quality of the militia and self-defence force.
We must build them everywhere, in hamlets, cooperatives,
state farms, foctories, streets, town guarters. Meanwhile
we must pay great attention to consolidating the guerillas
and sell-defence combat units, deploying them with flexi-
bility, combining combat with production work and using
them as a core for the grassroots movement, impelling the
entire people to fight the enemy.

The regional army, which is one of the three cate-

gories of armed forces and the regular foree in the region,

_I ih; i:hi Minh, On Araed Srrugole amd Peoples dronl Forees,
Meople’s Army Publishing House. Honoi, 1970 . 174
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plays a role of great importance. Together with the militia
and self-defence force, it serves as a core for the **Let the
entire people fight the enemy" movement in the locality.

It is the link between the forces prosecuting the peo-
ple's war and guerilla war at the hase and the regular armiy
fighting in concentrated units. It should be strong enough
to coordinate its action sffectively with the * Let the entire
people fight the enemy” movement in the locality, and with
the movement for mass uprisings so as to foil all enemy
manceuvres aimed at attacking, pacifying and penning up
the local inhabitants, create favourable conditions for action
by the regular army, and to coordinate its action with the
latter's in all battlefields. Together with the huge militia
and self-defence forces, the regional army is a force operat-
ing locally ; it stands ready for action in every field of
operations. Omnipresent, it can rapidly counter any action
of the enemy even when he uses modern weapons and
techniques. Tt is the basis on which to build and develop
our posture of strategic offensive, and the direct and mp&t
effective force to defend our rear and our war potential.
Therefore, at present, and in the future, we must lay great
emphasis on the building of regional armed forces, es-
pecially the militia and self-defence force at grassroots
lewvel.

Of course, when stressing the importance of region-
al armed forces, we must clearly realize the great role
played by the regular srmy operating in concen trated swnits,
the great mainstay of all our people's armed forces. It is
made up of regular units drawn from many arms. Well-
equipped and .well-trained, they operate under a good
command and leadership, fulfilling a mobile operational
and strategic task in close coordination with the regional
armed forces and desling decisive blows at the enemy to
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wipe out his regular forces operating in concentrated for-
mations. It is precisely because we have clearly seen the
great role of the regular army that our Party is constantly
anxious to build it up, raising its fighting efficiency and
strengthenirg it so that it may develop even more rapidly
and steadily and win even more brilliant victories.

Kevolutionary Wars through WVarious Periods in Our
Couniry nnd the Importance of ﬁrﬁlin; the Masses

During rhe years preceding the armed ingurrection aiud
it the August Revolution, though the political forces of the
masses played the leading role, the armed forces of the
masses were also very important. At that time, the libera-
tion [urecs were still small amounting to a few platoons
and companies, totalling about 5,000 men, But, under the
leadership of the Parly, the sell-defence forces and
guerillas developed rapidly all over the couniry; they
were the armed forces of the masses in various localities,
The form of armed struggle adopted at that time was
guerilla warfare, In close co-ordination with these armed
forces, the political forces of the masses waged the general
insurrection, brought the August Revolution to success,
[ounded the Demoeratie Republic of Viet Mam and set up
the first people's democracy in Southeast Asia,

The Liberation Army played a most important role in
the general insurrection, but it is erroneous to belittle the
great role of the guerillas and self-defence units of the
armed forces of the masses in the August Revolulion, When
Honol rose up, it had the resictance bases as ifts mainstay,
but st that time the Liberation Army wae etill at Thai
Nguyen. Therefore, the forces which played a directly
decizive role were the political and self-defence forces of
the masses, That is why, in armed insurrection the armed
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forces of the masses and the regional armed forces play
a role of paramount importance.

The people’s war and the armed forces in each locality
had a fundamental strategic position all through the war
of resistance against the French colonialists. Our policy
was very correct: we stepped up guerilla warfare and
strengthened the militia, guerilla and regional army at
the same time as we did our best to build the regular
army. There was a time when we resolulely sent a regiment
to each of & number of provinces, a battalion to each of
a number of districts, and set up independent companies
and concentrated battalions in order to establish a political
base, organize the guerillas, and serve as a core for guerilla
warfare in the region.

During the Hoa Binh campaign, while we attacked
the enemy on the main front and in his rear, the regional
forces, militia and guerillas were very active in the delta,
creating favourable conditions for the regular army units
to operate and millions of inhabitants to rise up. This is
also a form of armed insurrection,

When the Dien Bien Phu campaign siarted, local
people’s war developed vigorously in all fields of aperation
behind the enemy’'s lines in North, Central and South
Viet Nam. Militia, guerilla and regional forces in combi-
nation with the inhabitants decimated a large part of the
cnemy’s forces, overran hundreds of military posts and
extended the liberated areas.

But our resistance to the US is the biggest war waged
by our people against foreign aggression and for national
independence and freedom. Compared with the French,
the Americans have more troops. more medern equipment
and a grealer economic and military potential. They
pursue a nec-colonial, nol old-style colonial, policy. After
many reverses, they have been compelled to change their

[ 1]
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strategy many times and use different strategies; in the
North they have launched the air war of destruction,
while in the South they have also used infantrymen, first
only the Saigon mercenary army, then also the U. 8, ex-
peditionary [orces,

In the anti-US resistance war, the wvery important
role and strategic position of the local people’'s war and
guerilla war and the regional armed forces have come to
the fore.

During the *‘concerted uprisings" in the South, the
popular armad forces were small. It was the huge political
force and the still limited armed forces of the people which
brought these *‘uprisings” to success, spreading them far
and wide in the rural areas of the Soulh. The strength of
this self-defence militia, so closely linked to the political
mass moverment, has created a huge revolutionary force.

While tte movement of armed uprising was develop-
ing powerfully in the years of resistance to the *‘special
war,"” our people in the South stepped up guerilla warfare
and local people's war, and built the regional armed forces.
It was during the development of the regional people's
war and the mass political strupggle that the liberation
regular army, though small in number, was able to operate
very effectively. The result was that most of the enemy’s
" girategic hamlets” were destroyed, his new tacties, such
a8 those using **heliborne”™ and **motorized” units were
shattered, his *'special war"” was defeated and the MNgo
Dinh Diem regime collapsed.

When the U.S. imperialists shifted to *limited war"
by sending increasingly massive numbers of their troops
into South Viet Nam, equipping them with ever mors
sophislicaled weapons and raising their mobility, the im-
portance of the local people's war in defealing the enemy
showed all the more clearly. The powerful and ubiguitous

AGAINST US AEHO-NAVAL WAR 140

units of guerilla and regional troops forced the snemy to
scatter his forces and reduce the intensity of his attacks;
he was decirmated or annihilated everywhere. Thanks to
this, the lives and property of our people were protected
and conditions were prepared for our regular army lo
launch annihilation battles.

When thizs “limited war" was at its height, it received
punishing blows from our people and armed forcea. The
enemy was obliged to shift to the *Vietnemization of the
war,” a sitrategy more consistent with the objectives of
neo-colonfalism but at the same time fraught with inner
contradictions. More consistent because the 1.5, imperial-
ists carried out the perfidious policy of pitling Vietnamese
against Vietnamese and feeding the war by the war and
using Vietnamese blood and American money and weapons
to serve the sordid interests of US. monopoly capital,
fraught with contradictions because, to attain his goal, the
enemy must rely on our manpower and resources, things
that no aggressor could obtain owing to the fundamental
contradictions between our people and the enemy, and to
the indomitable spirit of our people. For the execution of
this new strategy, with a powerful buildup and using the
most perfidious military and political manceuvres, the
Americans carried out their ** pacification” policy, a policy
which consisted in killing our people, destroying our bases,
penning the inhabitants up in strategic hamlets, strengthen-
ing the puppet army and administration, coercing and ex-
ploiting the inhabitants. In this new situation, it is clear
that the schemes of the enemy are best thwarted by the
preseriation of the political bases and the strengthening
of the armed forces of the masses. Thus the self-defence
militia, regional army and local people’s war play a role
of paramount importance. With powerful, ubiquitous
guerilla units, inured to war, with a strong and experienced
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regional army, with adequate organization and activity
and a close co-ordination between armed struggle and
political struggle at grassroots level through triple action
— military, political and agitation work among enemy
troops — we can protect the extensive force of the revo-
lutionary masses, foil all coercive manceuvres of the enemy
and preserve the potential of the resistance.

The experience gained during the years of stubborn
resistance to the enemy’s "pacification” program has glven
us a clearer understanding of this fact : the political forces
of the people are the foundation of all revolutionary wars,
and the armed forces of the masses that of all armed
struggles.

In many vast rural areas, our central task was rapidly
assessed as the foiling of the « pacification™ operations.
Apgitation work among the masses was glven due
attention, local military work stepped up and the form
of organizalion and struggle were correctly analysed, As
a result, even in the thick of the struggle, we were able
to maintain our political and armed forces; the inhabitants
clung to their villages and hamlets; the guerillas closed in
upon the enemy; the Party cells were constantly by the
side of the people; the cadres at higher level kept close
to the grassroots; the enemy's coercive forces were in the
end wiped cut or disbanded; the enemy posts were overrn
or evacuated or surrendered, many ‘‘strategic hamlets"
were dismantled; the offensives and concerted uprisings
were maintained or expanded by the masses, and greater
and greater victories won, Together with the big battles
of annihilation glven by our regular army units co-ordinat-
ing their actions with the pelitical struggle put up by the
masses, especially in urban centres, the people’s war which
is being exlensively waged in various localities has con-
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tributed to the failure of the “Vietnamization" of the war
and will surely defeat it completely.

In the North, we have totolly beaten a most barbarous
war of destruction launched by the US Air Force and
Navy. If we analyse deeply the nature of the great people’s
war in the North, we realize that this is a war of national
defence to safeguard the socialist North, On the other hand,
taking the country as a whole, this is a patt of the war of
liberation waged against the U.S., for national salvation,
foar the defence of the great rear base so that the latter
can fulfil its task toward the Southern bettlefront, make
the greatest contribution to national liberation and defeat
the US imperialists’ large-scale *‘limited war."

Without our militia and self-defence forces and the
powerful regional army, would we, in recent times, have
been able to win such big viclories over the eneiny's war
of destruction? Certainly not. Thus, if greater atiention
had been paid to these forces, our successes would have
been even greater.

AA. defence units, missile launching units and the
people's air force are the core and play a role of paramount
importance. But the militia and self-defence force and
the regional army have also a great role to play in attack
as well as in A.A. defence, in the protection of the rear
area and of production, in changing the orientation of the
economy and production as well as In keeping order and
gecurity.

In the new conditions, the militic ond self-defence
force have great fighting possibilities. In Quang Binh, Vinh
Linh and other localities, after recelving more powerful
cquipment, the militia and guecrilla forces doubkled the
number of planes they were shooting down. With regard
to the regional forces there were battalions which had
brought down T0 or 80 aireraft each, That is why, apart
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from rudimentary weapons, we must boldly increase the
number of sophisticated armaments in the hands of the
militia, self-defence units and regional army. This is a
very sound policy.

In the people's A.A. defence, the militia and self-
defence force play the leading role. Without their power-
ful units, could we carry out successfully ecivilian A.A.
defence, protect and maintain production and keep order
and security? No. Without the huge force of militia and
self-defence units, local patriotic workers and sappers,
without the population, could we keep traffic going while
the communication lines were being hard hit by the
enemy? No, we would have met with greater difficulties.
It is the same in the struggle against enemy commandos,
In the coastal areas, most of them have been wiped out
by the militia and self-defence forces, who do a great part
of such work as observation and deactivation of time-
hnmhs And magnetic bambs on roads and waterways.

To fight against the enemy air force, navy and ground
forces, we must have a slrong regular army, equipped
with moedern arms, and, at the same time, we must have
a powerful regional armed force. That is why we must
build & good militia and self-defence force and do good
lecal militia werk.,

This work must be done satisfactorily also if we want
to defend our rear effectively at the same time as protect-
ing and accelerating production during the war and chang-
ing our ecomomic orientation. As an armed organization
not separated from production, having a huge force com-
posed of the best elements at grassroots level and with a
close-knit organization and tight discipline, the militia and
self-defence units are also the shock force in production.
Local military work must pay due attention to this prob-
lem.

e ————
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Omne of the great achievements recorded by localities
in the North is the achievement of a high level of mobiliza-
tion and enlistment, in fulfilment of their duty toward
the frontline, Why, within a short time have we been
able to carry through such work as mobilization, organi-
zation, and training of a grest number of the best elements
among our young people to send them to the front ? This
is because we have managed to carry out militia and self-
defence work and army reserve work., Under the leader-
ship of the Party cadres at various levels, the provinces,
municipalities and branches have contributed a great deal
to that achievement.

L

At present, the primary task of the great rear base is
to join forces with the great front in order to defeat the
Amerlean aggressors. The consolidation of the regional
military apparatus at all levels and in all branches is to
help the regions carry out the task of mobilization and
recrultment satisfactorily and at the same time efficiently
build and train the reserve forces. In future, to defend
the couniry and face the eventuality of war, mobilization
and recruitment must be prepared even more carefully.
It must be done in peace time in all localities, in all
bronches, in the town as well as in the countryside. To
this end, we have to perform our regional military task
well. This is a concrete manifestation of our high vigilance
and an effective measure to defend the country,

In a word, in the light of Marxism-Leninism and of
the Party line and in the practice of revolutionary armed
struggle in each stage in our country, we have seen the
very important strategic role of regional people’s war and
of the local armed forces. Regional military work has be-
come & most important task. It holds a key position in the
revolutlonary struggle In general and armed struggle in
particular, in uprising and the war for liberation, and in
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the war for national defence. The more modern and the
fiercer the war, the greater the importance of regional
military work.

The regionel military task is a fundamental link in the
chain of the Party's military work and is one of the leading
tasks of the Party's cadres at all levels in the locality.

CONCLUSION '

From the above problems we can draw the following
conclusions :

Firstly, to carry out the Party's military line of peo-
ple’s war, at the same time as developing people’s war and
building the people’s army on a nation-wide scale, we must
carry out local military work in a satisfactory manner and
build locel people’s armed forces.

Local military work plays a role of great importance
not only in the past and at present, but for a long time to
come. Of course, with powerful regional forces but without
powerful concentrated units of the regular army, it would
be very difficult for us to defeat the enemy in the case of
a large-scale war of aggression. On the other hand, if the
regional military force is not powerful enough, it would
be difficult to build a powerful regular army and, if this
army exists, it would be difficult to develop our combat
efficiency to the full to secure victory for the people's war.

This is a great experience of our party, a fundamental
principle of people’s war in Viet Nam, a country small in
size and population, which relies mainly on ils own power
to defeat a large army of aggression.

Secondly, the mure mwdern the war and the more we
have to face powerful imperialist armies using modern
techniques and ophisticated weapons, the more we have
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to strengthen local military work, the militia and regional
army, and to prepare for local people's war. At present,
good local military work is an indispensable and most
effective way to defend the North, so0 as to be ready to
smash all the frenzied schemes of the U5 imperialists
against the D.R.V.N. and fulfil our task in the war of anti-
115 registancs for national salvation.

Thirdly, in a nep-colonial war, the enemy is bent on
destroying onur human and material reserves by hifting at
the inhabitants, disputing them with us, swelling the ranks
of the quislings and setting up “‘civilian guards” for the
Vietnamization of the war. That is why in local people’s
war the militia end self-defence units and regional troops
must play an ever more important role ; they exert a direct
and decisive effect on the foiling of the enemy’s perfidious
schemes and on the maintenance of the people’s political
and economic bases.

Fourthly, the new possibilities of our socialist systein,
of the socialist man, of our technical equipment and of our
fighting technique develop with every passing day. We arc
in a beller condition to equip our militia, self-defence force
and regional treops with better and more powerful means.
Our fighting technique, especially that of opposing weaker
forces to stronger ones, smaller units to bigger ones, is
constantly enriched by innovations. That is why our militia
and regional army have a greater fighting capacity and are
developing more vigorously than ever before.

Fifthly, local milifary work becomes more and more
important due to the development of the regions, especially
the provinces and towns, in manpower, materials, economic
and defence potential, and in logistic possibiiities (v serve
the local people's war. By their all-sided development in
the political, economic and military fields, the provinces

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



158 VO NGUYEN GIAP —SELECTED WRITINGS

and towns become basic economic units and basic units
of people's war. Therefore local military work is of para-
mount importance in relation to operations mounted to
defend the locality and the country as a whole,

Sixthly, local military work is very important for the
building, consolidation and defence of the rear and shows
the effects of the rear on the frontline.

We must in the shortest time make large-scale pre-
parations for the population to change from a state of
peace to a state of war, by protecting their lives and pro-
perty and the property of the State, and by protecting the
economic and national defence potential in war.

Seventhly : local military work is closely linked to the
important 1ole of the reserve force in people’s war and in
people’s national defence, The reserve force must be built
up satistactorily : this is the only way to have a strong
reserve 8o that in peace time it is possible to reduce the
size of the regular army while enabling it to be rapidly
expanded in case of need. To build this force and make it
ready to replenish the army rapidly in war time, is a task
of strategic importance,

The Party political and military line must be clearly
grasped. The various regions and branches must under-
stand the strategic role of local military work in the pre-
sent struggle against 1.5, aggression for national salvation
as well as in the future long term building of the people’s
national delence. Radical changes must be brought to
leadership work by Party committees at all levels and by
varions administrative suthorities, in all branches and
even in the army as a contribution to the total victory of
the anti-US, struggle and the establishment of a steady
national defance.
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.- TO PERFORM LOCAL MILITARY WORK WELL AND
FULFII. EVYERY DUTY TOWARD THE RESISTANCE WAR
IS A CONTRIBUTION TO THE VICTORY OF THE WAR
AGAINST U5 AGGRESSION, FOR NATIONAL
BALVATION

The anti U.5.-struggle of our people in both zones of
the country haas won great victories, but our reasistance war
is still going on flercely.

The American imperialists have suffered repeated de-
feats, yet they are diehard and warlike. In the South they
are doing their best to carry out °*Vietnamization™ in
order to prolong their war of aggression. In the North they
have increased their acts of war and brazenly bombed
many localities. To seek a way out of their quagmire in
Viet Nam, they were rash enough to invade Cambodia and
turn that peaceful and neutral land into a bloody battle-
field. Meanwhile they stepped up the aggression of Laos.
The Indochinese peninsula has become a single battlefield,
Viet Nam, Lacs and Cambodia, a single [ront-line against
U.S. aggression.

The tasks of all our Party, people and army at present
iz to resolutely execute President Ho Chi Minh's sacred
testament, intensify the war of resistance against the TL.S.
aggressors till vietory, liberate the South, defend the North
and pave the way for the peaceful reunification of the
ecountry and the successful construction of socialism. Mean-
while we must strengthen our militant sclidarity with
the fraternal peoples of Laos and Cambodia, pooling our
cfforts with theirs to defeat the aggressors and oust them
from Indoching ; we will thus contribute a worthy poart

to the revolution of the people of the world.

In the South, at present the American troops have
been obliged io proceed to a phased withdrawal, but the
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enemy are doing their best to relnforce and sirengthen
the puppet army, which is lo replace the Gls and carry
nn their scheme of implanting neo-colonialism, Thex
e their drogoe to Mot Y necSeetor™ rpids oo gs
o rETTeET. UETTTTILE RIS PR TT e pOTLLTTTT., TR
ing tnem into the army to sirencihen the corrupn puppet
administration. Under the M.F.L. and P.R.G. flag, cur com-
patriots in the South, in the flush of their victories, have
enthusiastically accelerated the resistance war in every
respect and have gained an even clearer realization of the
most important role of the people’s war in the regions.
Keeping step with the steady building of a broadly-based
political force and the work of raising the fighting quality
of the liberation troops, there i3 an urgent need for a
powerful development of guerilla and local people’s war
and the further reinforcement of leadership owver local
military work in the plains, the highlands, and the urban
centres,. Through practice in various localities in the
South, we have come to realize that only by constantly
developing and strengihening the political forces of the
masses, by building and consolidating the guerilla and
self-defence forces and strengthening the reglonal army
in the districts and provinces can we steadily increase our
offensive posture in the localities and bring into play the
fighting force of the Liberation Army.

In the South Viet Nam batilefield at present, the ene-
my ** pacification™ program has suffered an important set-
back in many provinces and this trend is being maintained
and developed. This is precisely because these provinces
have stressed the role of local people’s war. They have
grasped the policies and military line and powerfully de-
veloped the political forces and the guerilla and self-de-
fence forces at the base. They have strengthened leader-
ship at grassroots level and over the regional troops in

i
E
¥
i
[

T

AGAINST U8 AERO-WAVAL WAR (1.2]

the provinces and districts, reinforced and unified leader-
ship and strengthened the local military organs.

One of the major experiences gained in the South is
as follows:

In order tn defeat an aggressive army possessing o big
buildup and a huge potential, maintain and congtantly in-
crease our own aggressiveness and thwart the U.S. neo-
colonialist schemes, one of the fundamental necessities is,
simultaneously with the building of a powerful regular
farce, to rely on the powerful development of the armny of
our political forces to do local military work, step up local
people's war, and strengthen and expand vigorously the
local armed forces, especially the guerilla and self-defence
units,

Our people in the South have profited by this very
important experience to expand guerilla warfare and local
people's war in all localities and strategic areas.

I'n the North, at the same time as the building of social-
imm and the carrying out of national defence after defeat-
ing the U.S. war of destruction, we in the rear are con-
tinuing to do our best to fulfil our sacred task toward the
great frontline. Fighting US. aggression for national
salvation has always been the primary task of all our
people. Everything to vanquish U.S. aggression! This is
the lofty mission of all the Vietnamese pecple and the
honour of all our Party and people at present.

We must satizfy all the requirements of the frontline.
We must have the highest sense of political responsibllity
loward the frontline, We must devote ourselves heart and
soul o the fierce struggle now unfolding on the battle-
field so a5 to make a worthy contribution to its victory.

To build and defend the North, to sirengthen its eco-
nomy and national defence, and to fulfil our task in the rear
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toward the frontline, we must satisfectorily carry out our
local military work. Recently, this has been clearly realized
by the cadres at all levels and in all branches. In many
localilies, altention has been pald to the bullding of local
armed forces and the regular training of the militia, self-
defence units and the reserve force. Great efforts have
been made for mobilization. Attention has been given to
the combination of economic construction and national
defence and also to civilian A A. defence and ecombat
readiness. The cadres at all levels in various regions and
branches have constantly heightened their vigilance, and
made a svund assessment of the new situation and new
tasks. In face of the U.S. imperialists’ dark designs and of
the state of war now prevailing in half the country, this is
a very correct position.

As a long-term duty, the heightening of vigilance and
preventive measures against all imperialist schemes of ag-
gression, i a need which should certainly never be belittled.
In a country like ours, this is guite understandable. Be-
cause she holds an important posilion and has rich re-
sources, Viet Nam has been the target of aggression by
many crusl enemies. In only a few decades we have had
lo cope with three powerful imperialisms. In time to come,
a8 our country’'s position rises in importance after our
victory over the American imperialists, we may have to
cope with other insane schemes and adventurist acts on
the part of imperialism. President Ho Chi Minh, when
alive, constantly reminded us to look out far afield and to
heighten our vigilance. If we do not look out, certainly
we may easily neglect our national defence. Our President
also stressed that, if we are to be vigilant, the most im-
portant thing is to build the militia and self-defence units

into a powerful force. Some comrades and Party cadres in
ithe locaelities have not grasped that problem. These
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comrades, including armymen, have not a profound know-
ledge of the present revolutionary task and the Party's
military line. That is why they do not pay due attention to
local military work. And, as I said above. to neglect this
work is to make light of the building and consolidation
of national defence at the grassroots, to make light of the
achievement of independence and the defence of the
country at the grassroots. This is a question of basic view-
point, of revolutionary stand.

In our present struggle against U.S. aggression, for
national salvation, as well as in economic rehahilitation
and development and in soclalist construction, we are
swamped with work. Thiz urgent work needs to de done
satisfactorily. The cadres in various branches and localities
must endeavour to overtake and outstrip the target figures.
Therefore if, in some localities, our Party cadres and in-
habitants do not pay full attention to military matters,
especially at grassroots level, it is quite possible that the
local military task will be neglected. The Party cadres
and responsible cadres in these loealities will pay less
attention to this work ; they may have no consideration
for it or do it only perfunctorily, Perhaps the requirements
of the front will not he met. The need to raise the fighting
capacily and the sense of combat readiness of the loecal
armed forces and the building of local military organs
may be ignored. Beonomic construction and the ecnsolida-
tion of national defence may become separated and not
given appropriate guidance. Of course, we must actively
prevent these phenomena and, if they take ploce, elimi-
nate them.

We must get down to the construction of secialism,

the rehabilitation and development of the economy and
the consolidation of national defence. National construciion
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and national defence must be given their rightful due
and cannot be dissociated from each other. Therefore,
while devoting our efforts to economic work, we must
attend carefully to national defence, The cadres at various
Party levels and in all branches including villages, ham-
lets, enoperalives, agricultural farme enterprises, town
quarters and public offices must fully grasp this problem.

All the branches, including 1:|dustry, agriculture,
capital construction, post and telegraph, communications,
health service, education, must assume a great part of the
responsibility for the construction of the people’s national
defence. That is why, while fulfilling the mission entrusted
te one's own branch, one must pay due attention to nation-
al defence, especially by a satisfactory performance of
local military work. With regard to the various branches,
public offices. enterprises and agricultural farms which
have been newly set up and are not yel acquainted with
local military work, they must carefully study the Party's
military line, and the experiences of other localities so
as to carry through that work successfully. This is a prob-
lem of paramaunt importance, because the larger the size
of socialist construction, the greater the number of econo-
mie undertakings and industrial centres, The self-defence
force, which comprises the best sons and daughters of the
working class and toiling people, will develop and play
an important role. Like the rural militia and guerilla this
force serves the proletarian dictatorship at the base. In
peace time it is the armed force defending production and
the shock force for production ; in war time it is the armed
foree directly proszecuting the people’s war in the loecality,
it is the core for the entire people to fight the enemy right
at the local level. For this reason, in war timo as in peace
time, all brapches of activity, public olfices and enterprises
must carry oat local military work and pay attention to
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the building and training of the militia, self-defence force
and reserve force,

The Party cadres in the army, the carlres in charge of
military work in various localities, must fully understand
thelr responsibility to improve their guidance with regard
to the execution of this work., They must stick to the
military line of the Parly and the resolutions and direc-
tives of the Central Committee, the Government and the
Central Military Commitlee ; they must resolutely and
creatively carry out this work by adopling appropriate
plans and methods to push it vigorously ahead ; they must
prevent all symptoms of negligence, lack of vigilance, and
congervatism checking their bold march forward,

The staffs, political and logistic departinents, regular
units, gervices and arms must understand clearly that, to-
gether with building the people's army, it is necessary to
pay atlention to arming the masses. They must not think
that the regular army, artillery, tanks, aircraft, can solve
all problems. True, they can solve many problems, but
what about that of the base ? Everyone knows that the
regular army, operating in concentrated units, is very
important ; it therefore requires building up and being
made well-seasoned and powerful. However we must
understend that, parallel to this, it is necessary to build
strong units of Uhe regional force and the militia and self-
defence force. Recently, in the resistance to the U.S. war
of destruction, had we increased even more the strength
of the ALA. defence of the regions and strengthened, boldly
and rapidlv, the A_A. equipment of the mililia and regional
armed forces, we would certainly have seen a considerable
inerease in the strength of these local armed forces, and
won even greater viclories

UNIVERSI
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Our Navy has done good work by organizing the peo-
ple’s war on waterways and at sea; this should be con-
tinued so a8 to vield even better results.

All oficers and men must fully realize the impor-
tance and content of local military work and actively take
part in it. ¥

The military cadres, including those in charge of local
military work, must also pay sufficient attention to econom-
ic construction. They must study this and grasp the re-
guirements of the economy in order to help the Party
cadres and branches to combine economic activities with
national defence, local economic constructlon with local
military work. They must constantly bear in mind Uncle
Ho's teaching: **Fighting the enemy cannot be divorced
from politieal and economic activities; a military cadre
who only tnows military matters is like a man standing
on one fool.”

It is necessary to continue to bring into play the exem-
plary and vanguard role of the militia and self-defence
force in production. It must be coordinated with produc-
tion work in order to be strengthened and built and to
gain political education and military training. At present
this work is under way in some provinces in the Third
and Fourth Military Areas, along the left bank of the
Red River and in other regions. It must be given due
attention by other localities. Apart from their vanguard
role in agricultural production, we must highlight the role

of the militia and self-defence force in industrial produc-
tion and in other hranches of activity, such ag the Bach

Dang works (Haiphong), the Vang Danh and Ha Lam
coal mines (Quang Ninh province). We must do it in
such a way as to make this a widespread movement ;
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thig Is the responsibility of the Party eadres and those
attending to military work in the localities.

Once again, I want to strees that every one of us must
be thoroughly acquainted with the new situation. We
must heighten our vigilance in the realization that the
struggle against U.S. aggression, for national salvation,
is the primary task of our people in both zones of the
country. To defend the counlry is al present and in future
one of the cardinal tasks of our Party and people. There-
fore, in national construction, in the building of socialism
in our country and the effort to improve the livelihood of
our people, we must clearly realize all our responsibility
towards the frontline and the strengthening of national
defence ; we must fully understand the importance of local
military work, its fundamental role in the struggle against
U.5. aggression at present as well as the consolidation of
national defence in future. To neglect local military work
iz to neglect national defence work at the base, and az a
consequence there will be neither powerful local people's
war, nor powerful revolutionary militery work.

In organization, there is plenty of work to do. First, the
cadres at all levels and in all branches must thoroughly
understand the military line of the Party, its viewpoint on
the role of local people’s war and on local military work.
This is a basis on +whllrh to solve concrete problems consiat-
ent with the siluation and task in each locality.

We must pay great attention to the building of regional
armed forces and fully understand the importance of the
building of the militia and self-defence force. Parallel to
this work in the countryside, we must help to form militia,
self-defence, and combat self-defence forces, as they em-
body the new fighting force of the working class and toil-
ing people in urban centres under the socialist regime.
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Whatever the circumstances, it is necessary to build the
militia and self-defence force and the reserve force so that
they may develop powerfully and meet the requirements
of the struggle against US. aggression at present and the
consolidation of national defence on a permanent basis

In the building of the militia, self-defence force and
reserve force, we must lay emphasis on military training
and the popularization of the necessary military know-
ledge to the entire people : we must imsh forward national
defence sperts and organize competitions of traditional
sports and gymnastics in order to enhance their fighting
force and spirit. This was formerly done by our ancestors
as early as the Tran and Le dynasties, and is done today
in many localities in our country. In an independent coun-
try, even in peace time, the reservists must always be
subject to military training. This is very important as it
mekes us ready for combat, especially if the standing army
is to be reduced,

Military training must be eorganized according to a
clear program and not at random. In training attention
should be paid to specialized teams and brigades making
up different arms of the militia and self-defence farce.
The militia, self-defence and reserve force must continu-
ously improve their quality. In our country every citizen,
every young person, must be a good worker ; at the same
time, he must have both resolve and ability to defend the
Fatherland.

The building of the regional army must be attended to.
The regional army in each province is much greater at
present than it was formerly. Not onlv is it provided with
mmfaniry, but also with other necessary arms. This 1s the
reason why the management, training and organization of
the regional army should be all-sided and its quality raised

vgizevy (GOOge

T “TW-—‘1
°F|

AGAINET U5 AERI-NAVAL WAR 187

to make it really strong ; it must be lurned into a nucleus,
a school to train military cadres and return them to the
localities so that the regional troops can be strengihened
swiftly in case of need.

Economic werk should be satisfactorily combined with
national defence. This problem must be solved both at the
cenlral level and in the localities.

As we have found oul, people's war in the whole coun-
try in general and in each locality in particular. shows
our combined strength in the military, political and eco-
nomic fields... This force has been brought into play re-
cently, in our resistance to the U.5. war of destruction.
On the basis of the new relations of production we have
satisfactorily combined production with fighting. We have
closely combined the operations of the armed forces with
the activities of the economic branches serving the peo-
ple's life. Thanks to this our people have won grest suc-
cesses jn all fields. At present we are building up the
centrally-run econmomy while developing the local eco-
nomies. The more developed the local economy, the greater
possibility it creates for the improvement of the people's
living conditions and the more it meets the new require-
ments of national defence and the development of the
fighting capacity of the local armed forces and population.
It is the material and technical basiz of people's war ;
therefare, in their leadership, our cadres must not belittle
the combination of economic development and the
strengthening of national defence, the union of the loecal
economic task and the Jocal military task, With this
havmweious combinastion, in the evenl of war, condiliovos
will be created for the protection and maintenance of pro-
duction, the reduction of damage and the continued devel-
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opment of the local economic potential to serve the re-
guiremerts of the war and the people’s life. This combi-
nation must be carried out in all respects, in all branches,
in the development of agriculture, industry, transport and
communications, post and telegraph, the heilth and cul-
tural services.., in the construction of the countryside as
well as in the development of urban centres.

The local economic branches must see to the combi-
nation of their activities with the requirements of national
defence ; for instance, the combination between indusiry
and the production and repair of armaments ; that between
various agricultural areas, transport and communications,
post and telegraph, and the medical service respectively
on the one hand, and national defence on the other ; thaf
between national defence and all the above-mentioned
branches This combination must be given great attention
all through the process of national construction because
such major tasks as division of economic areas, distribution
of manpswer, and extension of the road network, need
many years to complete. Therefore, gradual provision for
such tasks must bé made in peace time. If not, when the
war flares up, we shall have to carry them through under
the bombing and then the difficulties and damage incurred
will be much greater and the guality of the work afTected.

The harmonious combination of local economic com-
struction and local military work requires an all-sided out-
look. We must grasp the tasks of economic development, of
socialist contruction end also of local defence and the vital
interests of the nation. We will base ourselves on our eco-
nomic possibilities, on the conerete situation of the
material and human resources of the lecality to work out
a comprehensive plan with various stages combining im-
mediate with long-term tasks. Work should be done by
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erder of priority, and a plan must be mapped out for some
of the tasks to be carried out only in the eveat of war. Those
which are completely in accordance with the requirements
of national defence and the national economy can be done
l‘mhwuh

Thw: which basically answer the requirements of
the two branches but do not show, for the time being, a
close co-ordination between them, are subject to further
study and are to be done step by step.

, This coordination should be understosd even at the

g ,lrlnrmts level. In all work — construction of a factory,
- building of a hydraulie system, transformation of the fields,
~ afforestation — we must bear in mind that it is to be done
" In the interests of both the national economy and national
3 Heni.'e

"The Party's leadership over local military work must

" be stren gthened,

=+ At present our cadres must have a thorough grasp of
the military situation and tasks as well as the Party's milit-
ary police so as to strengthen their guidance over local
military work ; they must give this work its rightful place,
especinlly when the resistance war against U.S. aggression
is roging in half our country and in Cambodia and Lacs.
While discussing economic construction and other tasks,
our cadres must alko take decisions on the loeal military
task, they must strengthen the Pariy's leadership over the
local military organs and send cadres acquainted with local
military work to help in various organs and In military
commands of provinces, lowns and other bases so {hat they

may discharge their task hetter as stafls of the Party com-
miltees. It is necessary to define the responsibilily of the

Siate organs and nmm:hu wward the strengtheaing of
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local military work, and to organize and supervize this
work in each branch in order to help the Party committee
and the head of this branch to guide it. In each wvillage
there is a militia staff ; in each workshop or factory there
must similarly be responsible cadres for mililary work.
Studies should be made to define the responsibility, or-
ganization and method of military work in various organs
and branches, especially in those directly concerned with
" national defence. '

We are facing a most glorious and important task—
to unite the entire people, perseveringly step up the
resistance in order to bring our siruggle against U.S. ag-
gression for national salvation to total wictory.

South Viet Nam has not been liberated yet, the war
is going on, our fellow-countrymen and combatants are
bravely fighting the enemy at the front. The peoples
of the three Indochinese countiries are defeating the Ame-
rican aggressors. We are determined to go ahead, carry out
the instructions of Presidemt Ho Chi Minh in his sacred
Testament, fulfil the task of the great rear area towards
the great frontline — South Viet Nam —so as worthily to
contribute to the cause of national liberation of the Indo-
chinese peoples and to the revolutionary movement of the

world’s people.

Whatever work we are doing, military, economie, cul-
tural or social work, we must L‘Iear]y'realiz& that our first
duly is to fight the U.5. aggressors, to save the country. We
must thoroughly grasp the slogan “*All for victory over
the American invaders.” That is why all erganizations at
cvery level, all branches of activity, all localities, must
pay special attention to nationsl defence work, profoundly
understand the role of local military work and the very
important strategic significamce of the local people's war,
and iry to do this work well.
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It is hoped that those points will be reported back to
the heads of committees, branches, localitias s that all of
them will actively execute the directives and resolutions
of the Party Central Committee, the Government and the
Central Military Committee on local military work, and
make it progress vigorously., By so doing we shall make
a valuable contribution to the present resistance to U.S.
aggression, for national salvation, and to the safeguarding
of lasting independence for our beloved Fatherlond.
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CHAPTER V

ON THE SFA AND RIVER BATTLEFRONT'

Our Navy is a young armed service. Its birth was con-
nected with our people’s sovereignty on our rivers and en
our sea, with the victory of the Vietnamese nation in the
struggle for independence and freedom, President Ho Chi
Minh once said: +In the past, we had only night and
forest. Now, we have day, sky and sea, Our coast is long
and beautiful, we should know how to defend it." Now,
under the leadership of the Party and of Uncle Ho, our
people have won glorious victories through various stages
of hard and resolute struggle. We already have day, sky
and sea. This is & very great change, which brings inde-
pendence and sovereignty to our land, the sovereignty
on the rivers and the sea of our people.

We must delend our territorial walers and our very
long and beautiful coast! This is a very glorious task en-
trusted to the Navy and the river and coastal forces by
our Party and people. This is Uncle Ho's teaching we are
determined to reslize at all costs.

[ -- VICTORIOUS DEVELOFMENT OF THE FEOPLES WAR
ON THE SEA AND RIVER BATTLEFIELD

Viet Nam possesses a very long cost. In a not very
large country like ours, the length of the coast and the

I. spm_u.-h delivered at the ceremony commemoraling the 1580
Torneding annivcisnry of the Mavy (10700,
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quite well-developed network of rivers and canals are
special features differing from many other eountries.

The topography of our coast is complicated. There
sre rugged archipelagos with thousands of big and small
islands such es the Ha Long and Bai Tu Long bays; there
are long flat etretches of sea coast such as the coastal
areas of the Bac Bo and Nam Bo deltas, and places where
there are high cliffs forming closed bays such as Da Nang,
Cam Ranh, ete.

Our country possesses many big rivers with outlets
to the sea: the Bach Dang, Hong (Red), Ma, Lam, Gianh
rivers and many others in the North; the Hueong (Per-
fume), Tra Khue, Ba rivers in Central Trung Bo; and
the Mekong, a very big river that runs through the whole
length of the Tndochinese peninsule down to the Nam Bo
plain where it splits up into many tributaries before drain-
ing into the sea.

Aleng our coastal aress and rivers there are populous
centres and prosperous villages, especially along river-
sides and rivermouths.

Viet Nam’s rivers and sea show enormous prospects
of wealth and maritime preducts, At the same time they
constitute very convenient communication and transport
lines.

Due to the country’s important positicn, its long coast
and hig rivers, the enemy from outside, in the past as well

as now, have often made use of the sea and rivers to in-
vade our country. In the course of our history, the Viet-

namese nation has many times held aloft the tradition of
heroic and undaunted struggle against foreign invasion on
the sea and on the rivers. Since the founding of the coun-
try hy the Hung Kings, our nation has performed count-
less heroic exploits on our land and, more especially, on
our rivers and sea.
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In the first battle on the Bach Dang River, Ngo Quyen
routed the troops of the Southern Han, In the second
Bach Dang battle, Le Dai Hanh annihilated the Sung
troops. In addition there were the battles of Chuong

Duong and Ham Tu on the Red River, and the third battle
of the Bach Dang where Tran Hung Dao smashed the

Mongol invaders, the battles of Van Don and Cua Luc
where Tran Khanh Du shattered the enemy's convoy of
supply boats; the beitle of Rach Jam-Xoai Mut in the
South where Nguyen Hue defeated the Siamese troops, ete.

It is elear from cur history that our forefathers from
an early date knew how to use naval fleets to move their
froops by sea and river. Ly Thuong Kiet deployed his
troops by using the sea; Tran Hung Dao used both land
and maritime routes for his temporary troop withdrawal
along the Tha! Binh and the Red River, getting out at
the Ba Lat river-mouth and then entering the Ma river.
Nguyen Hue made use of the sea route many times to go
from Qui Nhon to Thuan Hoa, from southern Trung Bo
to Gia Dinh, and from Thuan Hoa to Vi Hoang; the greater
part of his military forces, and at times hundreds of
elephants and cannons were transported by boats.

All these heroie exploits and ereative methods of troop
movement testify to the fact that in the past and at the
present time, the enemy have made use of the sea and
the rivers to invade our country, whereas our people have

performed outstanding exploits on those important battle-
fronts of the country.

The intelligence and resourcefulness of our ancestors
in fighting the enemy on land as well as on the sea and
rivers had developec from a very early date. Our Navy
has had an excellent tradition of fighting both on the sea
and on the rivers. Of primary importance is the fact that
whether on the sea or on the rivers, there has always been
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a strict co-ordination between the maritime and the land
forces. Thoge are outstanding features of the wars for
national defence and the liberation of sur nation, in

which we have fought the enemy on land, on rivers and
on the sea.

When the French imperialists first invaded our country,
we were then under a declining, feudal regime politically
and economically backward, while the aggressor was a
Western capitalist power. The enemy deployed their Navy
and made use of the rivers and the sea to invade our
country. The hole which can still be seen on the wall of
the Hanoi citadel was made by a cannon-shell fired from
a French war vessel. Under the Nguyen dynasty the
patriotic movement and the Aghting spirit were not so
strong as under the Tran, the Le and Nguyen Hue. War
vessels with a great tonnage and strong resistance to fire-
power used by Nguyen Hue in attacks on Gia Dinh no
longer existed; the vessels of the Nguyen Navy now had
sailors who “‘while rowing had to fan themselves” as
satirically described by Western missionaries pointing to
itz weakness.

When the French imperialists invaded our country
for the second time, we were a people’s democracy and
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam had already been
founded. The soclal system was an advanced one, but the
country’s economy was still backward as it had just been
freed from the yoke of colonialist and feudalist domination,
At the slart, the aggressors again used their war vessels
to penetrate our rivers from the sea, Our army and people
mounted very hercic battles against the enemy on the
rivers and on the sea such as the attack on the warship
Craysac vessel in Ha Long Bay and a number of other
battles on the Lo and Red rivers in Fac Bo: atlacks on



1I'é VO NGUYEN GIAFP ==SELECTED WRITINGS

enemy vessels in Trung Bo; and on enemy naval bases and
troops oa rivers in Nam Bo, ete,

The war of regislance against the French colonialists
was brought to a successful end. But our people have had
tn carry on the struggle against the US. imperialists who
came to replace the French colonialists to inwvade our
country. This time the enemy came from a country with
very great military and economic potentialities. In their
mind, the strength of the U.S. Air Foree and Navy is in-
vincible, Te put into effect their scheme of aggression
against the two zones of our country, a land tens of thon-
sands of miles away from the United States. they have
done their utmost to bring into play their own Mavy in
which the Seventh Fleet plays an important role.

The U.S. imperialists have used their Air Force and
Navy to unleash a war of destruction, In South Viet Nam,
they have striven to build and consolidate military bases
along thz coast and used their naval forces to carry out
mopping-up operations and attacks against the coastal
areas and the riversides so as to reinforce their infantry
forces, blockade the sea, land their troops and transport
supplies. In the course of their war of aggression against
South Viet Wam, they have also tried to build up the
puppet army, including the infantry, air force and navy.
The puppet navy has both maritime and river forces

It is obvious that their navy constituted an impor-
tant force when they came to invade our couniry. It is
also obvious that, unlike the situation during former wars,
there is & pgreat difference between our own technical
equipment as compared with that of the enemy,

For thousands of years, our nation had to confront in-
vading troops coming [rom bigger countries bui these
were alsa under a feudal system like our own and so the
inequality in economy and technique of both sides was
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not so great. Often, the enemy were numerically superior,
but our arms and equipment were equal to theirs,

At present, in our wars of resistance against the im-
perialist aggressors, we have the leadership of the Party,
an advanced social system, and a highly conscious people.
The entire people fight the enemy. But as far as arms and
technique are concerned the enemy is at a more sophisti-
cated level than we are and the inequality of naval forces
is even more obvious. As everybody knows, man is the
decisive factor in a war whereas arms and equipment con-
stitute a very important factor. So, in analysing and assess-
ing the military victories of our people in the past as well
as at present, it is necessary to take inte account these
two factors in a comprehensive manner.

Our Navy came into being in new historical conditions.
We have the correct and creative line of our Party on
people’s war. Our Navy has inherited our nation's glorious
tradition, and developed our army's hercie tradition. Tt
enjoys love and affection of our people, the wholehearted
assistance and concerted action of other people’s armed
forces. As far as the men and the system are concerned
we have very fundamental advantages, But as for material
and technical bases, a very important aspect, we still have
many shortecomings.

However, big progress has been made by our Navy
throughout 15 years of building and fighting and the Navy
together with the entire army and people, has achieved
brilliant exploits,

We are proud of the maturity of cur Navy and of the
growth of the heroic Vietnamese people’s armed forces,
Our Navy constitutes the core of people's war on the Auvial
and maritime front, It has contributed a worthy part, to-
gether with the army and people of the North, to the
total defeat of the U.S. imperialist war of destruction and
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made great efforts in fulfilling the task of the great rear
area towards the great heroic front. These exploits and
achievements have embellished the Viet Nam MNavy's fine
tradition : **Fight with valour and resourcefulness, over-
come difficulties, be determined to fight and win."

The achievements of the seamen are closely bound
up with the merits and great victories obtained by the
armed forces and people living along the seacoast and
river banks in defending our territorial waters and sea-
coast, =

We warmly hail the regional army, militia and self-
defence forces stationed along the seacoast and river banks
who have matured in sll fields and in their combined
actions with the navy have shot down many aircraft, sunk
or set afire many enemy vessels, neutralized thousands of
torpedoes, bombs and mines of various kinds and heroic-
ally held fast to the sea to produce, transport, fight and
serve the fighting forces, thus greatly contributing to the
common victory.

The various arms and armed services of the people’s
army who have shown a high spirit of solidarity in taking
up concerted actions to defeat the enemy and defend the
country,

We are very proud and feel grateful to the people
throughout the country for their love and support to the
navy.

The people of Haiphong, Quang Ninh, Thanh Hoa,
Nghe An, Quang Binh, Vinh Linh and other coastal prov-
inces, and cadres, workers and personnel from various
branches and State offices have given devoted assistance
to the seamen. They have created the most favourable con-
ditions for the latter lo act and fight and recorded many
great achievements in their combined attacks with the
navy against the enemy.
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We warmly welcome the resounding military exploits
of our compatriots and the Liberation Army of the heroic
South. The victories of our army and people on this grest
front are a source of encouragement and a shining example
for the people and fighters throughout the couniry,

We enthusiastically scclaim the great victories of the
fraternal people end Liberation Army of Laocs and the
fraternal people and Liberation Army of Cambodia. The
Indochinese people’s fighting spirit and solidarity will
certainly smash every aggressive scheme of the American
imperialists and their henchmen, traitors to their countries.

Besides these achievements, in the process of con-
struction and fighting, the Navy still has weaknesses and
faults which must be eliminated. The important question
is that in the light of the correct and creative military line
of our Party, in the reality of carrying out people’s war
on the river and sea battlefleld, we have knuw:': how to
draw experience in all fields as a basis for improving the
constructive and fighting qualities of the seamen.

First of all, it is the experience of the whole people
fighting against the enemy on the sea and river battlefield
with the naval force as the core, and with various forces
initﬁng in action, to defend our territorial waters and

VErs.

Fighting in our own country against an enemy who
is equipped with more modern techniques.than we are
but has come from a faraway land to invade our territory,
we have known how to strike at his strategic weaknesses,
With the determination to fight, with a resourceful and
creative way of fighting in which a small foree can defeat
a bigger one, we have won battles in which high combat
efficiency was attained. That iz a great success which con-
tributes to highlight the correct and crestive strategic
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thoughts of our Party, of a small nation which has defeated
powerful imperialist -countries.

One of the objectives of the U.S. imperialists was to
strike at our supply lines and bases. Though the enemy
used many cruel methods, mobilizing huge forces to attack
us, he has fAnally been defeated, We have succeeded in
transportirg our supplies by water as well as by land.
The results obtained in bringing supplies to the islands
and other localities bear proof of the achievements and
exploits in this field.

Concerning the task of conducting patrols and fighting
the enemy, the very important thing is that we have man-
aged to bring into play the people's immense strength,
closely combine the force of the navy with that of the
regular army, the militia and self-defence units situated
along the seacoast and river banks, and the artillery and
anti-aircraft units of the regular army, ete,, set up a strong
network for the people's war on the sea and river battle-
field, and defend the people's life and property, and our
territorial waters in peace as well as in wartime.

To keep the enemy under permanent observation on
the sen, we have organized the modern observation net-
work of the navy and at the same time set up observation
groups of the coastal local forces. Therefore, we have
usually been masters of the situation at sea in peackétime
as well ag in times of great difficulties during the enemy

. war of destruction.

We have thwarted the enemy scheme of blockading
our commnication lines with bomhbs and mines of various
kinde. The armed foreea and people, with the navy as the
core, have organized adequate forces and taken effective
measures to neutralize enemy mines and bombs, ensuring
safe movement for ships and boats. The localities and
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. various economic branches along the seacoast and river

banks have organized their own forces equipped with ade-
guate weapons and means, both rudimentary and modern,

'*to operate on or along the rivers and narrow channels.

The specialist forces have been active mainly on the sea
or greater channels, on river sections which were hardest
hit or in places where conditions for resistng blockade
are the more complex and difficult. To bring into play
our bravery and intelligence, we have actively cleared the
channels, reducing the difficulties and damage to a mini-
mum and restricting the bad effects caused by enemy
bombs and mines,

i‘ To resist the enemy blockade, we have done our best
to attack the ememy especially his ships and aeroplanes

. which came to drop mines.

." Buoech experlences must be drawn eontinuously and
widely applied.

.o Ome of tﬁa great experiences is in the combination of
naval with land forces.

~ In the present conditions of our country, and for a
long time to come, our navy is not strongly equipped with
technique, Therefore it is difficult for it to fight the enemy
independently. Even with a powerful naval force, when
fighting the enemy on the sea and rivers we still have to
combine closely the forces fighting by water with those
fighting by land in the people’s armed forces. Inland bases
serve as starting points, supply bases and hiding places
for the forces fighting by water, It can be said that to fight
the enemy on the sea and river battlefield our Navy must
necessarily need forces fighting both by water and by land.

Our Navy is entrusted with the task of fighting the
enemy on the sea and rivers. Our country has a long sea-
coast and great rivers. That is why we have to build up
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the Navy to defend our fatherland. Formerly, our naval
force was already developed and active on the sea and
rivers. Nowadays, eur Navy does the same work. This task
determines how our Navy should be built up and should
fight. '

Another very important experience Is that the build-
ing up of the navad force must be closely associated with
that of the armed forces stationed along the sea coast and
river banks, The development of the naval force iz closely
related to that of the coastal localities and sea economic
branches.

The local armed forces situated along the seacoast and
river banks are ol great importance, Attention must be
- given to the building up and fostering of these forces so
that they will become a widespread and powerful force
which ean lake concerted actions with the Navy in defend-
ing our territorial waters and rivers.

We have determined & correct orientation for build-
ing up the reserve of the Navy. The Navy must attach im-
portance to recruiting people living along the seacoast and
river banks or working in such economic branches as sea
products and sea transport. That will afford favourable
conditions for the new recruits for they are used to living
on the sea or rivers. Later, when they are demobilized,
those seamen who have been {rained in many fields can
become cadres and technicians of various branches of
activitiez or grassroots cadres of cooperatives in .1,hu
localities situated along the seacoast or river banks.

We have clearly seen the task of the Navy in economic
congtruction. The development of our Navy and army must
be associated with that of the national economy. National

defence must not be separated from the economy. The
Navy must join forces with various economie activities in
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general and those on the sea and rivers in particular, Con-
sequently, it will not only be able to bring important
contributions to the development of economic activities
on the sea and rivers, but also benefit from a number of
conditione for building up and develaping its forces, Lrain-
ing technical cadres and personnel, building and repairing
ships and boats, founding the material and technical basis

. and making a plan for taking closely concerted actions

whenever a war breaks out, ete,

We have satisfactorily solved a problem which has the
character of a principle. That is to bring about unity and
co-ordinated actions between the Navy on the one hand
and localities on the other.

As regards the building up of the naval force we
have taken initial steps in determining the sections suit-
able for operations and combat : training & contingent of
undaunted cadres, and founding a fairly good technical
and material basis.

We have acquired some experience in shooting at

' enemy aeroplanes, taking up concerted actions with A.A

units stationed along the shore, combining the task of
combat with that of camouflaging and hiding our forces.
We have gained initial experience in fighting enemy
ships in conditions in which our ships were small whereas
enemy ships were supported by powerful sir cover. Be-
sides, we have also obtained some experiences in transform-
ing the terrain in order (o preserve our forees, and conduct
combat actions in all fields in wartime,

Firmly grasping the ever more comprehensive and
pelrreclred military line of our Party continuing and devel-
oping the tradition of fighting the enemy on the sea and
river in the new historical conditions, our army and
people have brought the people's war on the sea and
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The war on the sea
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As part of our people's armed forces, the Navy assumes the
same task. It is a very heavy but very glorious task of our
people, the people’s army and the Navy.

Secondly, it is necessary to base ourselves on the sea
and river conditions of our country. A nation always lives
in a certain region. The conditions of geography, moun-
tains, rivers, sea, population, and economy and the political
regime are of greal lmportance,

For centuries, the Vietnamese people have existed and
developed on this stretch of land, our country. The fact
that our country is not very large, and its population not
very numerous, sets off a characteristic of people’s war in
Viet Nam, a emall country which hes defeated many more
powerful aggressors.

Our ecountry has a long seacoast, rich national re-
sources and many rivers. For this reason we badly need a
naval force, which together with the whole people must
carry out the task of national defence on the sea and rivers.

'+ Thirdly, we must rely on the development of socialist
construction ‘and the national economy. Socialism has
already been established in North Viet Mam. Socialist con-
struction has made new steps forward. The ever developing
economy of our country is closely related ic the building
of our army and Navy. The more industry, agriculture and
other economic branches develop, the guicker the ship-
bullding, navigation and sea transport branches grow up
and the better the material and technical conditions for
developing the Navy. On that basis, the task and orienta-
tion of the Navy have been determined. Over the past
years, side by side with the armed forces and people living
on the seacoast and river banks, the Navy has tried hard
to fulfil its taslk,

That is the task of defending our territorial waters
and seacoast, ensuring safe movement for the ships and
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boats of our State and pmplé and those of foreign countries
on our territorial waters and safeguarding our people’s in-
terests on the high seas.

In war time, the Navy has the task of fighting the
enemy on the sea and rivers, smashing their raids, attack-
ing their ships to prevent their troop landings, launching
surprise attacks on their military bases situated along the
geacoast and river banks, destroying their communication
lines on the sea and rivers, etc.

In addition to fighting, the Navy has the duty to follow
the enemy situation on the sea, 1o give combat support,
and to ensure transport and communications on the sea
and rivers. Besides, the Navy must take part in production
work.

As regards the Navy's fighting task, conclusions have
been reached on 8 number of questions.

First of all, let us deal with the opposing forces.
Throughoat their history, the Vietnamese people have
fought against the fleets of many invaders, frm_n foreign
feudal dynasties to the French and the US and its Saigon
puppet regime. At present our Navy's opponents are
obviously the US and its puppet's navies. And while the
US imperialists are trying to carry out their **Vietnami-
sation™ of the war, we must keep a strict watch on these
two opponents without neglecting either. We should also
keep track of the US satellites’ navies and the navy of any
other power which might come 1o invade our couniry.

In naval eombat, it is also of great importance to detet-
mine the theatre of operations.

Experience has shown that nearly all the tnem_iﬂ who
invaded our country made use of the sea and rivers to
attack us. Therefore, our Navy's battlefield is not only the
gea but also the rivers.
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Here the =ea includes the seacoasts, the inshore re-
gions, the archipelagoes and the high seas, In the present
time when our Navy's technical equipment is limited, great
attention should be paid to fighting the enemy on the
seacoasts, the inshore regions and the archipelagoes. Mean-
while, with the increasing growth of our army in general
and our Navy in particular, we can extend our theatre of
operations farther.

On rivers, attention should be paid to the survey of

river banks and tributaries, especially at places connected
with the sea and big-river banks.

In the struggle against the U.S. imperialists for na-
tional salvation our army and people in the South have
sunk and damaged thousands of big and small enemy boats
and warships ; our army and people in the North have
sunk or sel on fire hundreds of US. and Saigon puppet
warships in our inshore areas. These achievements have

proved that this view of our Navy's theatre of operations
is quite correct.

While conducting people’s war on the sea and river
battleflelds, our Party's thinking on strategy and fighting
must be correctly and ereatively applied.

First of all, it is the idea of the entire people fighting
against the enemy with the people's armed forces serving
as the core, and the idea of a small couniry defeating the
aggressive army of a big country. From these two funda-
mental views we have worked out an original and creative
military art enabling us to defeat any aggressor.

The people’s war on the sea and rivers must certainly
be carried out by the entire people and, concretely, by
the people living by the sea and rivers, on the sea coasts
and river hanks, with the Navy and other armed forces
gerving as the core, With a close dependence on the main-
land and a good knowledge of the sea and river channels
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they can gain the upper hand in the fighting against the
enemy. The problemn is that we must organize these forces
properly so that they can closely coordinate their activity
g0 as to bring into play the strength of the people's war
on the sea and river battlefield.

For every fighter of the MNavy and every combatant of
our people’s army in genersl, to grasp theroughly the
thinking on people’s war means first of all that he must
clearly realize that he iz fighting for the independence
and liberty of his Fatherland, for the ideal of socialism
and cormmunism, that our army and navy are from the
people and fight for the people. This is a fundamental
point, The other important point is that, as far as military
organization is concerned, we must clearly realize the role
and usefulness of the regular army and of the armed forces
of the masses, The navy forms the core of ithe regional
troops, sell-defence and militia forces of the people living
on the seacoasts and riversides, at the same time it must
fully bear in mind that only by linking itself closely with
the people can it bring into full play its fighting strength
and fulfil its task. Thus the Navy should try to help the
people and their armed forces in thoge regions to fight the
enemy and defend the country.

Thanks to its ereative application of Marxist-Leninist
doctrine on military organization to the concrete conditions
of our country cur Party has great experience in arming
the people and building up a people's army with the peo-
ple's armed forces serving as its core,

Fighting practice on the sea and rivers in our country
has proved the correctness of that conception, Wherever
fishermen and their sell-defence lorces are guided, organiz-
ed and well-equipped there the army and the navy can
find a solid support and thus can make full use of their
fighting strength.
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Waging people’'s war on the sea and rivers we 1must
also clearly realize that our country,is small and our
economy is not yet developed, therefore our army is in
general inferior to the enemy in number and in technical
equipment. Our task is to combat victoriously an enemy
whose army ie superior in number and whose technigue
and armaments are much moere modern than ours. This
has been a characteristic of our country.

By creatively applying Marxism-Leninism to the con-
erete conditions of our country, bringing into play the new
strength of an advanced socialist system and inheriting
and continuing our nation's tradition of fighting against
foreign invaders, our people have defeated a big foree with
a smaller one, and used equipment and armaments which
were in general inferior to that of the enemy both in
quantity and in sophistication to get the better of a huge
aggressive army with sbundant modern armaments and
equipment,

This is an important content of Vietnamese military
theught. Engels, more than a century ago, pointed out that
a small country could defeat a big one ard that an army
not very large in number and not very strong in equip-
ment could defeat an enemy with a huge, well-equipped
army. That characteristic has become a basic law in the
Vietnamese people's history of fighting against foreign
aggression.

This thought must be thoroughly grasped and correctly
applied in the fighting done by our Navy. With an army
which is not very large in number and nol very strong in
technical equipment, we, and our entire people, are deter-
mined to defeat, on the sea and river battlefields of our
country, an enemy which has a powerful navy and modern
technical equipment.
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In order to apply this thought to our military art and
increasingly develop it to defeat the enemy, the most im-
portant poirt for our army is to bring into full play our
courage, resourcefulness, determination and creativeness.
Facing an enemy army many times superior in number
and technical equipment we must be courageous and re-
solved to fight. We must be clever, resourceful and creat-
fve, we must know how to fight. Only by sno doing can we
translate into reality the story of the **grasshopper versus
the elephant” We must know how o defeat the enemy
with a force inferior in number and armaments. This is
our thinking on combat and it must be thoroughly grasped
by our Navy. We must fight with dynamism and deter-
mination, fexibility, resourcefulness and creativeness and
make the best use of secrecy and surprise Only by so doing
can we succeed in pitting a weak naval force against a

stronger one.

Our army and people in the South, with creative com-
bat methods, have destroyed thousands of enemy warships
including 10,000-ton warships. Using appropriate means of
transport or. the sea and rivers we have succeeded in sup-
plying armaments to islands and other units and regions.
Also, with courageous spirit and creative methods, we
have successfully removed enemy magnetic bombs and
mines from our sea and rivers.

These combat methods are much in accordance with
our military thought, with Vietnamese tradition, They are
the results of applying proletarian principles on military
science to the concrete conditions and special charac-
teristics of Viet Nam.

As regirds numbers, ours is a small nation, but in
view of its ighting spirit against foreign invaders and ils
ability to win, it is a great nation.
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With a view to working out correct dirsction for the
building up of the navy we must base ourselves on our
general tasks, on various aspects of our country, on our
adversaries and on the military line and stretegic thought
of our Party. But as was said above, the selting up of our
navy must be closely combined with the formation of the
armed forces of the masses living by the sea and rivers.

The navy must be built into a service with different
arms in accordance with our country's conditions and with
the navy's own task. Attention must be paid, on the one
hand, to training it into a highly gualified, loval and cou-
rageous navy, with a high technical and sirategic level,
possessing proper material bases and a large contingent of
competent cadres and commanders. On the other hand,
efforts must be made to build up militia and self-defence
forces of the people living on the seacoasts and river banks
into a powsrful force so as to promote the strength of the
people's war on the sea and river battlefields

Here we shall not go into concrete details of the com-
ponent forces which made up the navy, but on the whole
the navy must have forces fighting on the sea and rivers
and forces fighting on the ground. These two forces should
be taken into account and have an adeguate strength.
Apart from fighting forces it needs support forces, bases,
and material and technical foundations. To have a power-
ful navy. of course, we must go through a period of devel-
opment. But the main probiem is that we must know how
to work oul appropriate initial steps, then through actual
fighting and building, sum up experience with a view to
elaborating the long-term direction.

I would like to stress once again that while building
up the navy, attention should be paid to the formation of
regional troops and self-defence and militia forces along
the sea coasts and river banks, while coordiration among
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various services of the people's armed forces operating on
the se: and rivers must alse be enhanced.

The armed forces of the masses operating on the sea-
coasts and river banks have shown their great capability
in fighting in this theatre of operations. So far all enemy
commande groups Invading our soil from the sea have been
wiped out by these forces. Patrols inshore and in the
coastal regions are also carried out by forces of fishermen.
They are the on-the-spot forces which observe the enemy’s
action:, marked bomb sites, removed all enemy mines,
imagnetic bombs, ete. In certain regions, equipped with
artillery, they have sunk or set on fire many enemy war-
shipas.

Those achievenents have proved their great capability
as regerds the defence of the sea and rivers of our country.

The wvarious actfivities carried out by sea and rivers
are playing an ever more important role in our national
economy and their material and technical bases are also
becoming increasingly developed. Consequently the fight-
ing strength of the regional troops and self-defence forces
is conlinuously growing. Thus, sttention should be paid
to developing such forces along the coastal regions and
river banks. The combination of productive work with
fighting duties and the improvement of their technical
level in production and their military knowledge must be
satisfactorily carried out so that in peace time they are
skilled producers and in war time a powerful Aghtin
force. .

Het only are lhey the on-the-spol Nghting fveces but
they also form an inexhaustible reserve force for the navy.
That is why the relations between the forces forming the

core and the armed forces of the masses, between the
regular forces and the reserve, must be intensified, Efforts
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must be made to give military training to the people
living in those regions.

The Navy should try te enrol new men from the
people living on the sea coasts and river barks, These men,
troined and tempered during their time of service, will
become grassroots eadres for agricultural co-operatives
and other economie branches when they leave the Mawvy.
By this means, not only will the relations between the
NMNavy and the other forces of the masses be increased but
also there will be favourable conditions for the building
of the economy and national defence in these regions.

. Apart from the navy, many other ferces belonging
to different armed services take part in fighting the enemy
on the sea and river battlefields. This is why the navy
must have a good co-ordination with the various arms and
services, the infantry, artillery, air defence and air force,
as well as with the regional troops and self-defence and
militia forces of the people living on the sea coasts and
river banks.

Mearly all the military regions and many of the prov-
inces of our country have long coasts and large rivers,
therefore coordination and assistance amopg them should
be intensified and orgenizational relations between the
navy and those regions should be gradually set up. The
navy must clearly realize that it acts as the core of those
localities and that it must be responsible for raising milit-
ary Inowledge and organizing fighting coordination among
them so as to promote the all-round strength of people's
war on the sea and river battlefields.

While butlding up its fAighting forces the navy must
see to the setting up of material and technical bases. This
is & problem of great importance especially for the navy,
a force which consists of many different technical arms.
Hepair workshops, quays and ports, storehouses and
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dumps, eic. must be built. Special attention must be paid
to the transformation of terrain and the building of pro-
jects. Only by so doing can the navy have a solid support.

The navy's material and technical bases are closely
linked to the economic and defence potential of the coun-
try. One can have a powerful army only when one possesses
a great economic and defence potential. Therefore the
combination of economy with national defence in the set-
ting up of the navy is a problem of great impnr’flm:!. As
lang as this problem is correctly solved the building up of
the navy will meet with favourable conditions.

Production work is one of the important tasks of our
army. The present task of our navy is also to participate
as a shock force in production work, to protect and help
fishermer in their work. Our army is both a fighting and
a productive force. To take part in production, to build
up the economy in order to produce more wealth for the
country and so lighten the contribution of the penple:
this is appropriate to the function of the army, suitable ’fﬂ
the condition and capability of the Navy. To take part in
production eontributes to training our naval force in pro-
ductive labour and in preparation for combat and to
strengthening the material basis for this armed service.

By joining in production, helping the pecple and
strengthening the relations with the marine branches of
the ecomomy, the navy is building a firmer and firmer
sclidarity between itself and the people The more 'Lh_e
Mavy associates itself with the people's life the better it
can understand the situation of building up the militia, and
self-defence force. At the same time, it will better co-
ordinate with the marine and coastal branches of the evo-
nomy in effectively creating material and technical bases,
repairing equipment, training cadres, and transforming the
standing force of the Navy into the reserve.
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By so doing we have helped to develop our economy
and ereated conditions for building up the Navy.

In order to carry out these lasks, ever since our navy
was founded it has pald special attention to Party work
and to political activities. The Party committees and cells
and the political organs always have a full grasp of our
Party's politieal and military line and pelicies and hawve
instilled into the cadres and men an understanding of the
revolutionary situation and tasks as well as the concrete
tasks of their respective services, arms and units It is
through practice and trial that Party members, officers
and men of the Navy, imbued with the spirit of valiant
combat, have resourcefully overcome every difficulty.
They have fulfilled their tasks of combat and production
in tough and complicated situations and especially, they
have ensured solidarity with other arme and serviees, with
every branch of State activities and with the localities.
We must use such strong points to the full and further
strengthen Party activities and political work among the
armed services. We must link political work with our milit-
ary task, and master military thought, science and tech-
nology in order to ensure that our armed service fulfils its
duties, both in building and in combat.

With regard to the building up of the Party, Party
organs at all levels, especially those at the base, are being
unceasingly consolidated in conformity with the special
organizational and combat characteristic of our Navy, The
quality of Party members has improved steadily ; the pro-
portion of Party members among the masses is quite high
and they arc fairly well distributed ameong the various
branches and units. In the campalign **to raise the guality
of Party members and admit new members into the Ho
Chi Minh batch," we should continue to pay further atten-
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tion to the building up of the Party so as to strengthen the
leadership of the Party branch.

Another problem of great importance, a key problem
in the Navy's development is the training and fostering of
a contingent of cadres. We have pald attention to every
aspect of this question.

Generally speaking, the political and organizational
level and military and professional standards of our naval
officers are growing continuously thanks to their close
contact with the realities of fighting. Nevertheless our
cadres’ standard is not, at present, sufficient for the re-
fguiremenis of buflding up the service, That iz why we
should try to raise our political and ideological as well as
professional and military level still further in order to
build up a really strong contingent of military cadres for
our country's Mavy. Speclal attention must be paid to the
training and lostering of command cadres, cadres of differ-
ent branches and high-level technicians, To train a con-
tingent of qualified cadres, who combine a firm political
understanding with a pood technical level, and can master
general military sclence together with advanced naval
techniques, is both a most fundamental requirement, and,
at the same lime, an indispensable condition for the build-
ing up of our MNavy.

As a means of heightening the level of our cadres, the
work of research, the summing up of our activities. and
the military schools play an important role. Our Navy has
g research institute and has directed its research activities

to praetical subjects. We have also analyzed past ex- -

periences. We must continuously improve our research in-
stitute and step up the work of research and analysis. We
must make n deep study of nowval matlers in general as
well as of our own Navy's combat methods, fighling means
and organizational orientation and step up training so as
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to enable our Navy to have a contingent of cadres armed
with modern military knowledge. All thest are very im-
portant for our Navy's organization and combat and will
considerably help it to make greater advance.

This is a brief survey of the main problems facing our
Navy in combat and organization, It iz also very relevant
to coastal and river localities and branches of activity
operating on the rivers and the sen.

In the struggle against an enemy whose economic and
military potential is far greater than ours. our people,
under the leadership of our Party, headed hy our great
President Ho Chi Minh, are determined to fight for the
safety of the country, and have crealed original, resource-
ful and skilful way of combat. Our engagaments on the
rivers and sea have shown that great determination and
resourcefulness.

It Is necessary to give a profound study to the abave
problems and to sum up in good time the experiences of
building up our forces for naval combal. These are concrete
contributions to enrich our Party's military line, to bring

into full play the fighting capacity of our people on the
river and sea battlefields and to make our Navy stronger

and stronger, worthy to act as the core ¢f the people's
war on our Fatherland's sea and river battlefields.



PART TWO

NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR
IN VIET NAM
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All through the past forty years, under the glorious
banner of cur Party and our great leader Ho Chi Minh
our people have fought unremittingly and achieved tre-
mendous successes on the path of national liberation. They
have ushered in a new era for our country the era of in-
dependence, freedom and socialism, thus contributing
worthy share to the world revolution. Our people's armed
forces were born and have grown up with our people's
revolutionary high tide, skilfully led by our Party, care-
fully tended by Uncle Ho and staunchly supported by our
people. Starting [rom scratch, they have become a power-
ful battle-seasoned revolutionary army wih a record of
glorious victories, This is above all due to the possession
by our people and army of an invincible weapon : the
Marxist political and military line of our Parly.

Our Party’s military line is an organic part of its polit-
iral line; it iz the creative application of the Marxist-
Leninist docfrine on war and the avmy (o the concrete
conditions of our country ; it sums up the vich practical
Experiences on mass uprising and people’s war of the Viel-
namese revolution. It continves and gives a tew gualitative
development to the age-old tradition of our people in the
art of war while selectively assimilating the vanguard ex-
periences of the world revolution in military struggle. This
line has always been and will for ever remain the invin-
cible banner of our armed forces and people.



CHAPTER 1

MASS UPRISING
AND PEOPLES WAR IN VIELT NAM

The revulutionary struggle waged by our people under
the leadership of our Party to liberate the country, _qnln
independence and freedom and take Vietnamese society
to socialism, continues the heroic struggle carried en by
our people for thousands of years to defend and build the
country. Our Party's military line in this revnlutiannr;.f
struggle cannot be divorced from the long military tradi-

tion of our people.

Because of its geographical position in Southeast Asia,
ever since its foundation, our country has been compelled
o fight foreign aggression almost continually, and this
uninterrupted struggle for the nation’s survival has made
our history an epic replete with outstanding exploits. From
the 1st to the 18th centuries, counting only nation-wide
wars, our people fought over 20 times to liberate our coun-
try or defend our sovereignty.

During the thousand years under foreign feudal domi-
nation, our people repeatedly rose up to wrest back na-
tienal independence. The first insurrection, led by the
Trung sisters, liberated the whole country; later other
uprisings and national liberation wars broke ocut under
the leadership of Lady Trieu, Ly Bon, Mai Thue Loan, etc.
Finally, the brilliant victory won by Ngo Quyen on the
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Bach Dang river in 838 ended the ten-centuries-long
foreign domination ; the era of national independence and
sovercignty began.

Ever since then, to safeguard that independence and
sovereignty, our people had to wage a serles of wars for
national salvation, against foreign aggression These were
up to the 19th century :

The war of resistance fought in the 11th century, in
the reign of the Ly, against an invasion by a Sung army,
in which Ly Thuong Kiet launched a resolute and daring
pre-empltive atlack, followed by a counler offensive which
completely foiled the enemy's scheme of aggression.

The war of resistance in the 13th century in the reign
of the Tran against Mongol aggression: it was a most
Lypical resistance led by Tran Hung Dao who three times
in thirty years!, at the gate of the capital, Thang Long?
defeated cruel and battle-seasoned armies who had won
great victories and had conquered a great part of Asia
and Europe,

In the 15th century, the Lam Son Insurrection under
the leadership of Le Loi and MNguyen Tral, turned into
a protracted national liberation war. It lasted 10 years and
resulted in the Ming invaders being driven out and
national independence being regained after 20 years of
foreign domination.

The war of resistance led by Nguyen Hue in the 18th
century relied on the emerging strength of a widespread
revolutionary movement of the peasantry against the
rotten feudal regime. Within a matter of days, a 200,000-
strong army of the Ching was crushed. Thus was foiled
the last foreign feudal aggression against our country.

'IIh._]!'.'rI' 1285 and 1287,
2 Old name of Hanol.
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Those warys and uprisings waged by our people to liber-
nte or defend the country were, generally speaking, led by
the feudal clrss but they all bore an undisputable popular
stamp for it was the people who, consciously and spontane-
ously, rose up as one man to fight and save the fatherland.
They can be sald to be uprisings and wars with a popular
charaeter. These long and unremitiing struggles form the
basis of our forcfathers’ rich knowledge in the military
field and that of our people’s military tradition so full of
courage and intelligence.

Towards the middle of the 19th century, when the
French colonialists began to invade our country, our peo-
ple in spite of the ignominious capitulation of the Nguyen
dynasty, hercically rose up everywhere under the leader-
ghip of such great patriots as Truong Cong Dinh, Nguyen
Trung Truc in the South, and Phan Dinh Phung, Nguyen
Thien Thuat, Hoang Hoa Tham in the North. Only about
thirly years later were the French colonialists able to
impose on our country their domination which was, how-
ever, repeatedly challenged. While previously we had to
cope with aggressions by a foreign country which, although
much bigger in size, was under the same feudal regime
and on nearly the same economic, cultural and technical
level, we had this time to face a war of colonial ageression
by a capitalist power which was not only more populous
but alsa vaslly superior to us in the level of economic and
technical development as well as in equipment and arma-
ments.

Owr Party was founded with the historical task of
leading the Vietnamese revolution in a new epoch of

human history, the epoch of transzition from capitalism
to socialism on a world seale, beginning with the great

TNussian October Revolutlion, Al this historical juncture,
onir Party, headed hy President Ho Chi Minh, the first

HATIONAL LIBERATION WAR 1IN VIET HAM 206

Vietnamese Communist, creatively applied Marxism-
Leninism to the concrete conditions of our country and
set forth a correct revolutionary line : people’s democratic
national revolution advancing to socialism without going
through the stage of capitalist development. It took the
national liberation war in our country to an entirely new
path, With a correct political line defined right at the
beginning in its Political Theses of 1930, during the process
of leading the revolytion, our Party mobilized the huge
revolutionary forces of workers and toiling peasants —the
basie forces of the national demoeratic revelution — and
built up a strong worker-peasant alliance led by the work-
ing class as the foundation for a broad national united
front. It was precisely on the basis of that correct political
line that the military line of the Party was worked out and
graduglly perfected in the practice of the long revolution-
ary struggle of our people.

As soon as our Party came into being a revolutionary
tempest of the masses swept the country, coming to a
climax with the Nghe An-Ha Tinh Soviet movement in
1930 and 1831. For the first time in our country. the peas-
ants' movement was closely linked with that of the
workers, a firm worker-peasant alliance set up, and the
exclusive leadership of the working class, represented by
pur Party, confirmed in practice. Led by the Party’s re-
gional organizations, the workers and pessants of Nghe
An snd Ha Tinh rose up, using revolutionary violence to
overthrow the colonial administrators mnd the loeal
mandaring and bullies and set up worker-peasant power
in a number of rural areas.

In the 1836-1839 democratic campaign, our Party skil-
fully combined legal and semi-legal struggles with illegal
underground activities. and started a seething movement
of political struggle from town to country ogainst the
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reactionary colonialists, the king and his mandarins, for
freedom, democracy, and social progress and against ag-
gressive fascism, in defence of world peace. This great
democratic drive and the coming inlo heing of those
political forces paved the way for a new revolutionary
struggle, which soon followed.

The outbreak of World War II created a new situation.
Our Party regarded national liberation as the primary
objective and the preparation for uprising as the central
task of the time. It set up a national united front to rally
all anti-imperialist forces. Under the leadership of the
Party, the revolutionary movement shifted from political
to armed struggle, from mass political organizations to
revolutionary armed organizations ; this movement clever-
ly combined political action with armed struggle, started
local-scale guerilla warfare and partial uprisings, causing
a violent revolutionary upsurge to sweep the whole coun-
iry, to be followed by a general insurrection to seize power.

The August 1945 Revolution was a general insurrection
by the entire people. Within a short period of time, led
by the Party, the revolutionary masses rose up simultane-
ously in town and country, from North to South, to over-
throw the rule of the Japanese fascists and the pro-Japan-
ese puppet administration, wrest back power in the whole
country and found the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam,
the first people’s democratic state in Southeast Asia. The
August Revolution marked the first triumphl of Marxism-
Leninism in a colonidl and semi-feudal country ; our peo-
ple, seizing an extremely favourable historical opportunity,
rose up in arms and won triumph all over the country.

In the course of fifteen years of heroic struggle — from
the revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 to the August 1945
Revolution — the military line of our Party was gradually
worked out in the main,
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Immediately after the August Revolution, our people
had to resist aggression by the French colonialists, who
propped up by the American interventionists, staged a
comeback and invaded our country. That first :war of re-
sistance lasted nearly nine years, and ended with the
victory of Winter 1953-Summer 1954. After our historic
victory at Dien Bien Phu, the French colonialists were
compelled to sign the Geneva Agreements. Peace was
restored in Indochina on the basis of international recog-
nition of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of the peoples of Viet Nam, Cambodia and
Laos. The North of our country was completely liberated,
'I"hat war of resistance which followed the August Revolu-
tion was a war waged by our people for national liberation
and at the same time a war to defend the fatherland. It
was a war of resistance waged by a small country with a
backward agrarian economy, which had just won power
through a general insurrection but had not had time to
consolidate it, a country with only embryonic armed forces,
which was besieged in the beginning by imperialism on
all sides but, heroically fought and defeated the nearly
half-a-million-strong professional aggressive army of an
imperialist power many times superior to it in armaments
and technique and receiving important financial aid from
the U.S. (80 per cent of the war expenditure in 1953-1954).
For their part, in that war of resistance, our people receiv-
ed very important international support from the newly
formed world socialist system. Qur victory over the French
colonialists was the first great victory of the wars for na-
tional liberation waged by colonial countries,

. In the course of this war of resistance our Party’s
military line was evolved and perfected in every respect.
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Hardly had our first resistance ended when our people
had to resume their struggle, this time against U.S. im-
perialism which took the place of French colonialism in
trying to grab South Viet Nam and plotted to turn that
part of our country into a new-type colony and a military
base for an eventual attack on North Viet Nam and the
socialist camp, and for stemming the revolutionary move-
ment in Southeast Asia. This time, the aggressor is U.S.
imperialism, the ringleader and the most powerful country
of the imperialist camp, one with a huge modern war
inachine and an immense economic and war potential, It is
also the international gendarme and the number-one
enemy of mankind.

Standing firmly in the frontline of the struggle under
the banner of the South Viet Nam National Front for
Liberation, our Southern fellow-countrymen have evinced
great revolutionary heroism and are adding each day more
glorious pages to the history of our country.

Following years of vigorous and stubborn political
struggle, chain uprisings broke out over vast rural areas of
the South in 1959 and 1960. These were most heroic and
imaginative actions carried out by millions of our fellow-
countrymen. Relying essentially on the masses’ political
forces supported by very small armed forces, they smashed
the enemy’s grip on the countryside and won control over
a major part of the country in spite of his over 200,000-
strong army and huge repressive apparatus. Those upris-
ings led to the collapse of the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist
regime, and developed into a revolutionary war, a war of
liberation against the U.S. *“‘special war.” With a puppet
army over half a million-strong and over 30,000 American
** advisers,” using the newest experiences gained by inter-
national imperialism against the national liberation move-
ment, Washington attempted to counter-attack and crush
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the revolution in the South. Our people thus started their
second war of resistance, that against the U.S. imperialist
aggressors. Within four years, our Southern fellow-coun-
trymen wiped out or put out of action a sizable part of the
puppet army and administration, foiled the enemy’s
‘¢ strategic hamlet” policy and virtually defeated the U.S.
‘¢ gpecial war."

Then the American imperialists introduced en masse
their troops and those of satellite countries for direct ag-
gression on the South and started a war of destruction on
the North in the hope of retrieving their failures in the
South. Responding to President Ho Chi Minh'’s sacred
appeal, our people throughout the country rose up as one
man, resolved to fight the aggressors to liberate the South,
defend the North and eventually reunify the country. This
is a revolutionary war, a war for liberation against the
biggest and most ferocious “‘limited war” in the history
of U.S. imperialism, which was ‘‘escalated” by Wash-
ington to an unprecedented level of barbarity, until even
Hanoi and Haiphong were raided, over one million Gls,
puppet and satellite troops involved, over a hundred billion
dollars spent and all kinds of modern weapons resorted
to, except nuclear ones. Displaying extraordinary heroism,
our people resolutely brought their offensive posture into
full play; they gained ever more victories and grew
stronger with each victory. Barely three years later, the
armed forces and people of the South launched general
offensives and concerted uprisings in the spring of 1868,
marking a historic turning-point in the war and compelling
the enemy to fall back on a defensive strategy on all
battlefields, to acknowledge the bankruptcy of his ‘‘limit-
ed war” and to rush into a blind alley : the *‘de-Ameri-
canization” and ** Vietnamization” of the war. The revolu-
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tionary war in the South has taken a new turn. It has re-
corded big victories in all fields and is heading for total
victory.

The revolution and revolutionary war in South Viet
Nam are the application and development of the ex-
perience gained in the August Revolution, the resistance
against the French colonialists and all experiences of the
Vietnamese revolution.

In North Viet Nam, our people and armed forces have
defeated the war of destruction waged by the American
imperialists by means of their modern aviation, in a
‘¢ surface-to-air” people's war unprecedented in our coun-
try. For the first time, we have conducted a war for self-
defence in the socialist North now strengthened by a com-
prehensive State structure. We have defeated an alien ag-
gressor, firmly defended the socialist North and fulfilled
our duty as the great rear base of the whole country. We
have fought the enemy with the combined strength of our
entire people, conducted combat operations while actively
organizing A.A, civilian defence, carried out a war of re-
sistance together with socialist construction, fought while
carrying on production, ensured good communications and
transport, maintained order and security and frustrated all
U.S. *‘escalation” schemes. After four years of heroic
struggle, we have completely foiled the U.S. war of
destruction.

Our nation-wide anti-U.S. war of resistance is the
greatest and most glorious war against foreign aggression
in. our history. It is at present the frontline and the climax
of the struggle put up by the world’s peoples against U.S.
imperialism. In this war, the Party’s military line has been
enrichled with rich erperiences in many respects and has
known a new development.
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Thus, faithful to our tradition of unyielding struggle
against foreign aggression, our people have been tirelessly
fighting for decades under the leadership of the Party ; they
have successively beaten the aggressive armies of three
imperialist powers, effectively contributed to the disinte-
gration of old style colonialism and are now wvigorously
speeding up the collapse and bankruptcy of neo-colonialism
in the world.



CHAFTER 1I

THE ENTIRE PEOPLE FIGHT
THE ENEMY

In their long struggle under the leadership of the
Party, our people have accumulated rich experience in
many fields.

With regard to the enemy and the various forms of
war of aggression, our people have used armed uprisings
and revolutionary wars to defeat successively three big
imperialist powers in three continents : the ruthless Japan-
ese fascists, the French colonialists, an old imperialist
power in Europe, and the U.S. imperialists, the ringleader
of international imperialism, the international gendarme.
We have thwarted all forms of aggressions from the ag-
gressive wars of the French colonialists and the Japanese
fascists to the neo-colonial war of U.S. imperialism, from
neo-colonial domination by fascist means and through the
agency of puppet rulers to the *‘special war,” ¢‘limited
war” and air and naval war of destruction by the United
States.

Regarding the mode of struggle and the use of revolu-
tionary violence to seize and maintain power and to liberate
and defend the country, our people have gained rich ex-
perience. They have launched insurrections by the entire
people, in the countryside and in urban centres, partial
and general. They have waged protracted people’s war,
mainly using armed struggle to oppose the old-style
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colonial wars of aggression. They have waged people’s war
against neo-colonial wars of various forms, combining
armed struggle with political action, military attacks with
armed uprisings. They have conducted a **surface-to-air”
people’s war to foil the U.S. war of destruction.

With regard to internal and external historical situa-
tions, our people have acquired the experience of people’s
war and revolutionary war in the most varied historical
conditions : when power was not yet in the people's hands ;
then when they had won it in some regions; then when
they were in control of the whole country; when our
struggle relied on the nascent people’s democratic regime,
then when it rested on the superiority of the socialist
system in the course of building ; when the whole country
applied a unified revolutionary strategy — that of people’s
democratic national revolution — then when, temporarily
partitioned into two zones, it applied two different stra-
tegies ; when a world war was raging and the imperialists
were fighting each other on a world scale, then when in-
surrection and war of resistance were conducted in the
absence of a world war ; when our war of resistance was
carried out in conditions of complete encirclement by im-
perialism and our forces were still quitc modest, then
when we had the immense backing of the socialist camp,
ete.

Our people have had to wage a protracted, arduous,
complex and relentless war. Owing to the extremely im-
portant strategic position of Viet Nam in Southeast Asia,
these last decades, international imperialism — the French.
the Japanese, again the French then the Americans — and
its walets have repeatedly used counter-revolutionary
violence against our people. In face of such powerful and
ferocious enemies, our people, fighting under the glorious
bhanner of our Party, have displayed an unflinching will of
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resistance and a thoroughly revolutionary spirit ; they have
firmly kept and developed the offensive posture of the re-
volution. They have won success after success, recorded
achievements without precedent in our history, and in
this way made worthy contribution to the world revolu-
tion. This testifies to the fact that our Party’s general and
military lines, whose theoretical basis in Marxism-Lenin-
ism. have at the same time deep roots in the practice of
revolutionary struggle. They require from us a high sense
of independence and creativeness which will prevent us
from simply copying the experiences of foreign countries
and from being content with our own acquired experiences.

From the above-mentioned points, we can sum up the
fundamental characteristics of the wars waged by our peo-
ple under the leadership of our Party as follows :

1. Ours is a just war,—a war for national liberation or

a war for national defence — waged against an unjust and
aggressive war by imperialism and aimed at implementing
the political line of the Party and achieving the goals of
the revolution in the interests of the Vietnamese people
and nation and for the sake of world revolution.

War is continuation of politics. The Party’'s revolu-
tionary line determines the political aim of revolutionary
war and the just character of the war waged by our people.
Conversely, the colonialist and aggressive policy of the
imperialists determines the unjust and counter-revolution-
ary character of their war.

The military traditions bequeathed by our forefathers
are all traditions of just wars, wars fought either to liber-
ate or defend the country. The feudal class which led our
uprisings and wars for national liberation always raised
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the banner of a just cause —salvation for the country
and the people —and took some democratic measures
aimed at achieving national union. Though confined within
the framework of feudalism, those military traditions were
permeated with the great spirit of just wars to ‘‘defend
the mountains and rivers of the country” (Ly Thuong
Kiet), ‘‘unite the entire people for the struggle” and
‘ foster the people’s strength so as to strike deep roots
and ensure a lasting base”, regarding this as *‘‘the best
way to defend the country” (Tran Hung Dao), and *‘‘to,
confront barbarity with justice and fight truculence with
humanity” (Nguyen Trai). It is precisely because their
aim was to save our country that our just wars had always
been able to mobilize this invincible force : patriotism and
national unity.

In our era, national-liberation revolution is part and
parcel of international proletarian revolution. Our Party
has clearly defined the fundamental objectives of the re-
volution : national independence, people’s democracy and
socialism. These are the political goals of all uprisings and
wars for national liberation and for national defence
carried out by our people in the various stages of our re-
volution. Our revolution and revolutionary war at present
link national liberation {o the winning of democratic rights
for the people, national liberation to socialism, the Viet-
namese revolution to world revolution. President Ho Chi
Minh said : **To save the country and liberate the people,
the only way is that of proletarian revolution”

Today the national struggle led by the Party has
closely combined nation with class, and patriotism with
internationalism. It reflects the objective law of develop-
ment of Vietnamese society at present, the basic interests
and profound aspirations of our working class and toiling
people, of our whole nation, which are consistent with the
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interests of world revolution. Therefore, the righteousness
of the war for national liberation, the war for national
salvation, waged by our people under the leadership of our
Party, has a new qualitative content and a completely new
strength. The justice of our cause has moved our entire
people to resolutely stand up to liberate and defend the
country ; the righteousness of our cause and the successes
we have recorded have won for us the support of progres-
sive people all over the world. This is for us an inexhaust-
ible source of strength never fathomed by the enemy;
there lies the basis of the superiority of our Party’s milit-
ary line,

2. Ours is a war for national liberation, for national salva-
tion waged by the people of a former colonial and semi-
feudal country, a country not very big in size and in popu-
lation, and with a backward economy ; but a country which
has, on the other hand, a centuries-old record of struggle
ngainst foreign aggression and is building a new system —
that of people’s democracy and socialism —a country
whose heroic, intelligent, persevering and resourceful peo-
ple know how to fight vicloriously against enemies superior
in numbers and equipment, and defeat the aggressive
armies of imperialist powers with immense territories and
populations, huge cconomic and military poteniial and
modern armaments and techniques.

Our wars against foreign aggression, at present and
in the past, have always been fought against the invading
armies of countries definitelv greater than ours in size,
population and with overwhelmingly superior military
forces. But while in the past, the invading countries had
the same feudal regime as ours today the aggressors are
imperialist powers which are not only by far superior to
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us in area and population, but also possess highly develop-
ed industries, huge economic and military potential and
modern armaments, while our country is not very large
in area and population, and is moreover an economically
under-developed former colonial and semi-feudal country,
On the other hand, unlike our forefathers, we are now
striving to fully build a new social regime, that of people’s
democracy and socialism, definitely better than the rotten
reactionary social regime of the aggressors. We are pos-
sessed of the immense strength of an advanced social re-
gilme and of the new Vietnamese man, master of that re-
gime,

‘ Correctly assessing the relation of forces between the
enemy and us, in order to win the war for national libera-
tion and national defence in our time, our people have
taken full advantage of favourable conditions of popula-
tion, terrain and climate and brought into full play the
strength sprung from an advanced social regime and the
Vietnamese man of the new era. On this basis, they have
continued and developed the nation’s military tradition ;
with courage and intelligence, they have succeeded not
only in defeating a stronger and more numerous encmy
in the new conditions, but also in making civilization
triumph over brute force and overcoming the enemy’s
superior armaments with our absolute political and moral
superiority. Thanks to their determination to fight and win
and their intelligence and resourcefulness, our people
have been able to use to the full their fundamental ad-
vantages and essential strengths, overcome the relative
strong points of the enemy, aggravate his fundamental
weaknesses and bring into full play the combined strength

of people’s war in the new epoch in order 1o attack and
crush the enemy,
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3. This is a war for national liberation, for national de-
fence, conducted in the world conditions of our era, the
era of triumph of socialist revolution and national libera-
tion revolution, when the revolutionary forces have grown
superior to the reactionary forces on a world scale and
world revolution is in a posture of unrelenting offensive
on imperialism.

In the feudal period, our forefathers had to rely on
their sole forces without any outside support and assist-
ance. Today we are prosecuting a war for national libera-
tion and national defence in quite different international
conditions.

The triumph of the October Revolution ushered in a
new era in the history of mankind, the era of the collapse
of capitalism and triumph of socialism on a world scale.
It linked the socialist revolutionary movement of the work-
ing class in developed capitalist countries to the national-
liberation revolution of oppressed peoples. The Vietnamese
revolution led by our Party is an integral part of the world
revolution. It benefits from the broad support of and co-
ordination with revolutionary movements in various coun-
tries. In particular, the victory of the Soviet Union over
fascism in World War II paved the way for the triumph
of the revolution in many countries of Europe and Asia.
A world socialist system came into being and has become
the decisive factor in the development of revolution in the
world. The socialist camp is the bulwark and mainstay of
the national-liberation struggle in the present epoch. With
the triumph of the Chinese revolution and the establish-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, the world revolu-
tionary forces, with the socialist camp as its core, have
grown stronger than the forces of counter-revolution, of
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imperialism. The world revolution in a posture of unin-
terrupted offensive is relentlessly hammering at imperial-
ism from many sides and has won big victories. These are
world conditions most propitious to revolution and revqu-
tionary war in Viet Nam at present

Today our people are simultaneously building and
defending socialism in the North and carrying out the
war of resistance against U.S. aggression to liberate the
South and eventually reunify the couniry. Revolution in
our country reflects the meeting of the two revolutionary
trends of our time : socialist revolution and national libera-
tion revolution. This is a fundamental advantage which
strengthens the position of our revolution in the world
revolutionary movement. In their long and arduous strug-
gle against powerful imperialist aggressors, our people,
guided by our Party’s sound revolutionary line and correct
line of international solidarity on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internationalism, have been con-
tributing an active part to the world revolution. At the
same time, they have received ever greater assistance
from the Soviet Union, China and other fraternal socialist
countries and staunch support from progressive peoples
all over the world, including the American people. This
is a very important factor of victory.

As for the imperialist aggressors, they represent a
reactionary social system condemned by history. They are
striving to muster all forces available and frenziedly try to
ward off the onslaught of the world revolution. However,
together with other reactionary forces. they are in a de-
fensive posture, grow weaker every day and suffer defeat
after defeat. They are more and more vigorously opposed
by their own people and more and more isolated in the
world ; their internal contradictions grow more and more
acute. This is one of their fundamental weaknesses at
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present and also an immense advantage to our struggle.
Our former aggressors were the Japanese fascists, who
were eventually defeated by the Soviet Union and the
Allies, and the French colonialists whose country had b.een
invaded by the Nazis in World War II and was recovering.
Today the U.S. imperialists, the ringleader of the irn..-
perialist camp, are facing great difficulties and contradi-
tions in every respect; they are sustaining repeated set-
backs and growing ever weaker.

These characteristics of revolutionary war in our coun-
try are clearly reflected in the military line of our Party.

Our Party’s militery line—that of people’s war =
originates from its political line and must conform to it:
it is the line of people’s war waged by our people at present
to achieve national independence, people’s democracy and
socialism. Applying the Marxist-Leninist conception of re-
volutionary violence, the Party’s military line can be de-
fined as follows: the whole nation fights the enemy um'lef
the leadership of the working class, develops its fighting
forces to the full, carries on popular uprisings and peop:!e’s
war to get the better of the big aggressive armies of im-
perialism. :

The founders of Marxism-Leninism already spoke of
people’s war. Engels highly valued the struggle put up by
the French people in 1793 in the bourgeois revolution and
called it the *‘insurrection of the masses, of the entire
people,” and ‘‘people’s war.” He also held that the st:iuggle
of the Chinese people against the British colonialists in the
19th century was a *‘people’s war to safeguard the Chinese
nation” and a ‘“‘war which, in the last analysis, was a
genuine people’s war.”

Our people possess a long record of uprisings and peo-
ple's wars waged to liberate and defend the country.
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Mentioned in our history are people’s wars led by
the feudal class against foreign aggressions, and that sprung
from the Tay Son revolutionary peasant movement and
waged against both the country’s rotten feudal rulers and

foreign aggressors. Today, the people’s war is led by the
working class.

In the past, all people’s wars displayed historical limi-
tations in their objectives, leadership and motive powers.
At present, our people’s war led by the working class is a
war waged *‘by the people” and *‘for the people” with a
full significance and content in the context of the present
era. Due to its aims of national independence, people’s de-
mocracy and socialism, the revolutionary line of our Party,
the Party of the Vietnamese working class allows our peo-

- ple’s war to closely link ‘‘the country’s salvation” to the

‘ people’s salvation” and national liberation and defence
to the emancipation of the labouring people. That is why
following our Party’s political line, our popular fighting
forces at present are the most powerful and broadest-based
forces ever, Our Party has mobilized and rallied the entire
people in a broad national united front based on the
worker-peasant alliance, led by the working class and unit-
ed with the working class and peoples of the world. This
is a new, invincible strength of our people’s war, Deeply
aware of their revolutionary tasks and of the objectives
of the war, our fighters draw their immense strength from
the national consciousness and traditional patriotism of the
Vietnamese people, which carries a new content. This is
patriotismm associated with democracy, love of socialism
and proletarian internationalism, This is the ardent patriot-
ism of our people combined with the revolutionary spirit
of the working class.

In our time, with the strength of the whole nation
rising up to fight, we rely mainly on our own forces. We
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fight the enemy on our soil, with the joint strength of the
Vietnamese man and an advanced social regime. At the
same time, we enjoy the great support and assistance of
the world revolution, the core of which is the socialist
camp.

Our Party’s military line is a creative application of
the Marxist-Leninist conception of revolutionary violence
which regards revolution as the work of the masses, revolu-
tionary violence as violence by the masses. Revolutionary
violence must associate the political forces of the masses
with the people’s armed forces, armed struggle with
political action, ending - in general uprising and people’s
war. Only a deep and correct grasp of this conception of
violence makes it possible to mobilize the forces of the
entire people, the whole nation. The enemy is fought not
only by the armed forces but also by the population, using
every means available. Not only do the people intensify
production and assume combat support duty, they also take
direct part in the fighting. We fight the enemy not only by
armed struggle but also through political actions by the
masses, persuasion work among puppet, American and
other troops ; we launch not only military attacks but also
mass uprisings of various scopes and forms. A new charac-
teristic of the people’s war in Viet Nam at present is the
high national and class consciousness of the masses, the
scientific and tight organization of the struggle in the whole
country, the flexible methods of struggle — which turn all
the 30-odd million Vietnamese into valiant fighters for na-
tional salvation.

Our line, embodied in the watchword : ** Let the entire
people fight the enemy,” is concretized in the following
essential problems :

— Mobilization and organization of the entire people
for war, building of the people’s political forces and armed
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forces, the latter including three categories of troops and
constituting the core of the fighting people.

— Reliance on the political forces of the masses, set-
ting up of resistance bases and rear-bases of people’s war ;
co-ordinating the local rear-base with the national rear-

base while drawing support from the international rear-
base : the socialist camp.

— Creative application of the mode of conduct and
the military art of people’s war, successfully opposing ene-
my troops more numerous and better equipped than ocur
own, attacking the enemy by the combined force of armed
struggle and political action in all strategic zones in town
and country, and defeating the enemy step by step until
we have gained complete victory.

— Strengthening of the Party's leadership in the con-
duct of the war, this being the decisive factor of victory.

To sum up, our experiences are mainly those of staging
armed uprising, revolutionary war end national liberation
war to seize power and overthrow imperialist rule; they
are also, to a certain extent, experiences acquired in the
war waged to defend the national territory when we al-
ready have a state with an adequate political and economic
structure.

The military line of our Party stems from its correct
political line, from the Marxist-Leninist theory on war
and the army, from the military skill of our forefathers
and from the advanced experiences of the revolutionary
struggle in the world. At the same time, it reflects the
wealth of precious experience acquired by our people in
the practice of revolutionary struggle under the leadership
of the Party in the last forty years.

From its inception and during the process of its de-
velopment, this military line has always proved to be
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correct and has shown invincible strength because it has
constantly been guided by the Party’s politi'cal line a_nd
supported by the huge forces and inexhaustible creative
spirit of the great masses of the people. The strengl.h' of
revolutionary war epitomizes the force of the revolution.
Proceeding from the correct revolutionary task to th‘e
correct political aim of people’s wer, from the correct ﬂ.telsts
of revolutionary violence to the theses of popular ‘l-l-];:ﬂ!‘lﬂg'
and people’s war, such is the dialectical relfltiom;shlp be-
tween the Party’s military line and its political line, s!nd
there lies the source of the strength of our military line
and that of the revolutionary war of our people.

In the conditions of an uninterrupted war, our Party’s
military line has been constantly tested in combat ; it has
been completed, developed and perfected. It has mau?e
ceaseless progress in theory and scored new successes in
combat. It is the invincible weapon of our people against
all imperialist aggressors and their bourgeois military
theories, which are reactionary and retrograde.

CHAPTER 111

POLITICAL FORCES AND MILITARY
FORCES IN MASS UPRISING AND
PEOPLE'S WAR

A people’s war calls for a correct line in building up
forces, a line which consists in mobilizing and arming the
entire people, involving them in insurrection and war in
all form, organizing the immense political forces of the
masses and the popular armed forces with their three cate-
gories of troops as the core of people’s war.

This line is the creative application to the concrete
conditions of our country of Marxist-Leninist thought con-
cerning the mobilization and arming of the people and
the building of a new-type revolutionary army. In the
building up of forces for revolutionary warfare, it embodies
the thesis according to which revolutionary violence means
violence by the masses. This line continues and develops
the traditions of our nation in her wars of liberation and
national salvation, these traditions being illustrated by
such popular sayings as: ‘‘Every citizen a soldier,” and
*« When bandits come, even the women must fight,” etec.

For a people’s war, the entire nation must be mobilized.
This is a fundamental point in our Party’s line concerning
the building up of forces for people’s war. Lenin said :
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“Every force in the country must be summoned
for this war. The whole countrv must be turned
into a revolutionarv camp. Everyone must help !”!

‘“The country’s entire manpower and resources
are placed entirely at the service of revolutionary
defence.” 2

The mobilization and organization of the entire nation
for insurrection and war is a continuous process of mass
education and organization carried out by our Party, pass-
ing from lower to higher forms according to a correct re-
volutionary line,

Ever since its founding, our Party has conducted an
immense work of propaganda, organization and leadership
of the masses with a view to winning power through re-
volutionary violence. The mobilization and organization of
the large masses during the revolulionary upsurge of 1930-
1931, the period of the democratic movement in 1936-1939,
and that of the national liberation movement in 1940-1945
account for the springing up of great insurrectional forces
in the August Revolution, the mobilization of the entire
nation in the former war of resistance against the French
colonialists and the present resistance to the American im-
perialists.

At the time of purtial insurrections, relying on under-
ground political bases and armed organizations, our Party
roused the popular masses to overthrow the enemy
administration at the base and replace it by the revolution-
ary power. Then it launched a local guerilla war, inten-
sified political and armed struggle, quickly developed the

1. V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Progress Publishers, Moscowr, 1965.
Vol. 28, p. 365.

2. V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1865,
Vol, 27, p. 30.
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masses’ political forces and revolutionary armed forces,
thus bringing about a revolutionary upsurge in the whole
country and stepping up preparations for a general insur-
rection.

For the general insurrection, the entire people, mobi-
lized and assembled in a broad national united front under
the leadership of the Party, rose up everywhere, in both
town and countryside, to break the yoke of the imperialists
and feudalists and seize power on a national level. In the
course of the revolutionary war, we already had a State
organization in our rear and a popular power. In those
conditions, the mobilization and organization of the people
for the struggle was carried out in all fields with greater
scope and depth and a higher organizational standard. Fol-
lowing the mottoes: ‘'Resistance by the entire people,
registance in all fields,” *“Everything for victory,” the
numerous and diverse forces of the nation were mobilized
to the maximum. During the war, our Party constantly
paid great attention to propaganda, agitation and organi-
zation of the people’s forces ; it ceaselessly broadened the
political forces and developed the armed forces with a
view to an ever more intense mobilization of the people’s
capabilities for final victory.

'The mobilization of the nation for uprising and wﬁr
calls for the building both of large mass political forces
and of popular armed forces as the core of people’s war.

The political forces are the patriotic forces of the nation
which are involved in uprising and war in an organized
way under the leadership of the vanguard Party. They
include the revolutionary classes, the patriotic social strata,
the various ethnic groups, who are gathered in a broad
national united front, on the basis of the worker-peasant
alliance and under the leadership of the working class.
They constitute a solid basis for building and developing,
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both at the front and in the rear, the forces of revolution-
ary war in all fields : material and spiritual, political and
military, economic and cultural.

The political forces constitute the basis for building
and developing the people’s revolutionary armed forces, If
it were not for the revolutionary people, their immense
political forces, the political army of the masses (the bulk
of which is constituted by the workers and peasants or-
ganized and led by the Party), there could never be power-
ful popular armed forces. From the first self-defence squads
of the Nghe-Tinh Soviets (1930-1931), through the detach-
ments of the Army for National Salvation, the Propaganda
Brigade of the' Viet Nam Liberation Army, the Ba To
guerillas, the thousands of self-defence squads and shock-
teams formed everywhere during the August Revolution,
to the powerful units of our present army, the people's
armed forces have quickly developed thanks to voluntary
and especially to compulsory military service. Their
growth is always based on that of powerful political forces
of an organized revolutionary people with an ever higher
political consciousness.

All this explains the revolutionary character of our
armed forces and their extraordinary development at the
great moments of the revolution and the decisive turning-
points of the wars of resistance.

Revolutionary practice in our country also shows clear-
ly that the political forces of the masses are themselves
capable of attacking the enemy through revolutionary
violence — both in war and, especially, during insurrec-
tions — organizing joint actions with the armed forces and
using the most varied and effective methods,

Improving upon the experiences of the August 1945
general insurrection and the first war of resistance in a
new historical juncture, the people's political forces in
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South Viet Nam, under the banner of the National Front
for Liberation, have proved their valour in a protracted
and intense struggle against all schemes of domination and
all forms of aggressive war on the part of American neo-
colonialism. Now more powerful than ever, they have
played an essential, decisive role in the great chain of con-
certed insurrections. They have foiled the strategy of
‘“special war” and, together with the people’s armed
forces, are defeating that of ‘‘limited war” by the Ame-
rican imperialists.

The ‘‘political army” is a remarkable creation as a
form of organization of the forces of revolutionary war in
South Viet Nam at present. It is organized on the basis of
powerful forces with the workers and peasants at the core ;
it comprises the best and most courageous elements of the
mass organizations ; it includes people of all ages and walks
of life ; it has its grassroots organizations everywhere, in
both the lowlands and the highlands, the rural and the
urban areas. Admirably organized and militarized, it wages
its struggle in a masterly way, using varied and manifold
forms. It constitutes the mainstay of the masses, political
struggle in revolutionary war in South Viet Nam. '

Armed uprising and revolutionary war are the highest
forms of revolutionary struggle aimed at winning and
keeping power. They necessarily imply action by the armed
forces. That is why, with a view to preparing and carrying
out armed uprising and revolutionary war, our Party,
while building up political forces, has paid particular atten-
tion to the building of popular armed forces, the core of
people’s war.

Under the glorious banner of the Party, our armed
forces were born and have developed in the nation’s in-
tense revolutionary struggle, on the basis of the people’s
political forces. Qur army is an army of the people, sprung
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from the people and fighting for the people. In the last
decades, our popular armed forces have developed: from
groups of partisans and self-defence squads recruited from
the masses and have grown into specialized military or-
ganizations ; from small guerilla groups they have expand-
ed into ever bigger units eventually comprising regulars,
regionals, and militia ; from poorly-equipped foot-soldiers
they have become an army including ground, air and naval
forces and with an ever more modern equipment. In this
process, the Party’s line and conceptions regarding the
building of popular armed forces have been gradually per-
fected.

In our Party’s theoretical conception, the key problem
of building up armed forces is to give them a class char-
acter, a revolutionary character. Our army is an army of
the people, mainly of the toiling people, in fact an army
of workers and peasants led by the Party of the working
class. It includes the best elements of the revolutionary
classes, first of all of the working class and the peasantry,
coming from all nationalities of Viet Nam. It is the in-
strument serving the Party and the revolutionary State in
revolutionary struggle aimed at fulfilling the tasks of the
Party. It constitutes the armed forces of the State of peo-
ple’s democracy which formerly exercised the functions
of the worker-peasant dictatorship of the proletariat. It
defends the fruits of the revolution and people’s power
against internal and external foes, Its character is that
of the working class; its ideology is that of Marxism-
Leninism.

In the days of the first units of partisans as well as at
present, when our armed forces have become a powerful
and modern popular army, our Party has constantly paid
attention to reinforcing their class stand, which it con-
siders the surest guarantee and the fundamental factor of
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their fighting power. This strengthening of the class stand
takes on particular importance in a country where the peas-
antry and the petty bourgeoisie make up the majority of
the population while the leading class, the working class,
is less numerous,

When the worker-peasant Red Army was being form-
ed, Lenin considered the increase in the percentage of
workers in its composition one of the important measures
to strengthen the revolutionary character of the Soviet
armed forces. In our country, the reinforcement of the
Party's leadership, of proletarian ideological education
and political work among the armed forces, together
with the increase of worker and peasant elements among
the cadres in particular, are essential measures to heighten
the revolutionary character of those forces.

In the course of the development an-d' consolidation
of our armed forces, we have had to solve the following
essential political problems :

— To ceaselessly strengthen the Party’s leadership,
an exclusive, direct, and all-inclusive leadership over the
people’s armed forces ; this is the most fundamental prin-
ciple,

— To ceaselessly strengthen political work, the source
of the fighting power of the armed forces ; this is a funda-
mental principle. To pay particular attention to political
education and ideological leadership, so that cadres and
combatants assimilate the political line and tasks, the
military line and tasks, all the Party’s directives and the
State’s legislation ; to inculcate Marxism-Leninism in the
armed forces ; to heighten their class consciousness along
with their national consciousness ; to instil in them love
of the fatherland and socialism and proletarian interna-
tionalism ; on that basis, to increase their combativeness
and their determination to fight and win.

| B
™'



232 VO NGUYEN GIAP —SELECTED WRITINGS

— To ceaselessly consolidate the Party’s organization
and the system of political work from top to bottom.

— To train a body of cadres absolutely faithful to the
Party’s revolutionary cause and competent in leadership,
organization and command.

— To apply democratic centralism. To apply correctly
a freely accepted discipline, the iron discipline of a revo-
lutionary army, on the basis of broadening internal demo-
cracy. To strengthen cohesion in the army, the union be-
tween the army and the people (as between fish and
water), to promote fraternal international solidarity on
the basis of proletarian internationalism.

It is thanks to all that educational and organizational
work that our popular armed forces have gained a fine
revolutionary character and proved to be *‘always faith-
ful to the Party, devoted to the people, ready to fight and
endure sacrifices for the sake of the country’s independence
and freedom and that of socialism” ; that they have proved
to be an effective instrument of the worker-peasant dic-
tatorship at the stage of the people’s democratic national
revolution, and of proletarian dictatorship at the stage of
socialist revolution.

Our Party has successfully solved the problem of build-
ing the armed forces organizationally on the basis of build-
ing them up politically.

Our experience in people’s war in the course of the
last twenty-five years has shown that the organization of
the armed forces into three categories — the regulars, the
regionals, and the people’s militia —is the best way to
mobilize and organize the whole nation for combat ; that
great attention must be paid to the building up of regular
troops while seeing to the setting up of regional forces and
the people’s militia; that close coordination should be
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achieved between the building of regular forces and re-
gional forces, of forces **on the spot” and mebile forces.
This is a new development of our ancestral traditions in
the organization of the nation’s armed forces.

The people’s militia— guerillas and self-defence
squads — is made up of the large forces of the toiling people
at the grassroots level. Without getting divorced from pro-
duction work, it is the instrument of the dictatorship of
the people’s power at the base. Set up in hamlets and
villages, factories, streets, etc,, to meet the needs of com-
bat and the characteristics of each region, those forces
form a vast network which covers the whole country ;
they always stand ready to fight, and to fight well, with
all appropriate weapons, both rudimentary and modern,
and with highly effective methods ; in this way they ensure
the people’s protection directly, safeguard and expand polit-
ical bases, play their role as shock-groups in production
and supply good cadres and fighters to regional and regular
forces.

The regional troops form the core of armed struggle in
a given region. Set up in accordance with the require-
ments and real conditions of each battlefield and each re-
gion, they make up strong, high-quality units, equipped
with the necessary weapons, capable of operating either
alone in a region or in close coordination with guerillas,
partisans and regulars, and of fulfilling these missions : to
annihilate the enemy, step up guerilla warfare, defend the
population, and safeguard the people’s power.

The regular troops are the mobile forces which operate
everywhere in the country or in certain given strategic
areas. They include various armies and armed services,
essentially a land army of adequate strength, an air force
and a navy in an appropriate ratio. They must be inspired
with high combativeness and constitute real ¢‘fists of
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steel” ; they must be capable of waging large-scale annihi-
lation battles and deal the enemy harder and harder
blows : once involved in combat, they must win victory,
liquidate ever more important enemy units, and bring
about important changes in various theatres of operations.

Thus, the people’s armed forces must not only fulfil
their essential task of annihilating the enemy but also de-
fend the population, contribute to the building and devel-
opment of the masses’ political forces, and serve as the
core of people’s war. In view of the characteristics of the
revolutionary struggle in our country and the intensifica-

tion of the war, especially in the conditions of a neo-

colonialist aggression, we must, while organizing regular
-troops of ever higher combativeness, set up powerful re-
gional forces. Only then can the three categories of troops
bring their combat capabilities into full play, closely co-
ordinate their actions to destroy the enemy and effectively
defend the people’s potential, safeguard the people's power
at various levels, and vigorously and fully boost people’s
‘war.

In close co-ordination with the political forces and
security forces, the three categories of troops are organized
and built up in appropriate proportions and rationally
distributed in the various strategic sectors, theatres of
operations and regions, so as to keep ready important
Iocal forces and powerful mobile forces, and closely com-
bine their actions in key sectors, at various levels, and in
the whole country. This is a typical trait of the building
up of popular armed forces and one of the factors leading
to the overwhelming superiority of people’s war. Having
at our disposal strong local forces, we can attack every-
where with units knowing the terrain and the enemy well
and where to strike: we can hit back everywhere in a
timely way, decimate, destroy, disperse and pin down
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enemy forces, thus making it possible for our mobile forces
to concentrate and destroy the enemy where he is the
most exposed. In a country which is not very large in area
and facing an enemy having great mobility and numerous
troops, such an organization and a distribution of forces
can check the strong points of the enemy while favouring
the growth of our own fortes and create a solid strategic
stand making it possible to keep the initiative in all
circumstances. They allow us to always have at our dis-
posal enough troops to strike at the enemy everywhere
while being able to concentrate powerful units to defeat
the enemy’s strategic mobile forces, thus to be in a position
to win ever greater victories without being compelled to
keep a standing army equal or superior in number to the
enemy’s,

Our army has gradually passed from the regime of
volunteers to that of compulsory military service. The peo-
ple’s mobilization for the building of popular armed forces
and the consolidation of national defence has thus made

new progress.

Relying on the masses’ political consciousness, in the
first war of resistance we applied the regime of volunteers
to build tue army. Since 1954, the North, entirely liberated
and engaged in socialist construction, has become a state
with the complete structure of an independent country.
The new revolutionary tasks require the strengthening of
popular national defence, the building of a regular stand-
ing army of high quality and a powerful reserve force,
the judicious alliance of economics and defence, the im-
provement of the people’s armaments, the stepping up of
their military training, the full development of their right
to be masters of the country, the participation of all
citizens to the defence of the fatherland. We have put an
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end to the inconveniences brought about by the prolonga-
tion of the regime of volunteers and decreed compulsory
military service.

This is a new step forward, a new success in the build-
ing up of our people’s army, the strengthening of our
national defence. Along with military service, we step up
military training on a minimum program as well as physi-
cal education and sports, the popularization of military
knowledge, especially among the youth so as to get the
people ready to fulfil their military duties and defend the
country.

Armaments and equipment constitute the material and
technical basis and one of the fundamental factors of the
armed forces’ fighting capacity. To increase the latter,
equipment must be improved. The Marxist-Leninist con-
ception on the relationship between man and armaments
considers man the determining factor, and armaments and
equipment an important and indispensable factor. To solve
this problem we take into account the concrete conditions
of our country and the realities of our revolutionary war.

Where does the source of our equipment lie ? We must
rely on the popular masses, equip ourselves with what we
have, try to manufacture arms ourselves, seize weapons
from the enemy to destroy him, and, when conditions per-
mit, get help from the fraternal countries so as ceaselessly
to improve our equipment.

At the beginning, we ran into innumerable difficulties.
Our couniry was economically backward, without in-
dustrial bases to manufacture arms, and moreover encircled
on all sides by the imperialists. With the slogan “Let's
fight with what we have" the Party called on the people
to supply the armed forces with the necessary equipment,
and to overcorze all difficulties in organizing the produc-
tion of arms and ammunition. It clear-sightedly stressed
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that the armed forces must seek to get equipment on the
fighting front itself by seizing weapons from the enemy to
fight him. During the first war of resistance, our armed
forces’ modern equipment was essentially taken from the
enemy. Only in 1950 did we start receiving aid from the
brother socialist countries.

Since 1954, we have relied on our quickly progressing
socialist economy and the substantial aid of the fraternal
countries of the socialist camp to bring about a large-scale
improvement of our equipment in the sense of moderniza-
tion. In the course of our struggle against American ug-
gression, we have been able to make qualitative leaps for-
ward in the improvement of the equipment and technique
of our armed forces ; we have also been able to quickly ex-
pand our use of modern weapons, especially anti-aircraft
defence and aviation, in order to defeat the American ag-
gressors.

Drawing on those sources for equipment, adjusting
ourselves to the concrete conditions of our country, follow-
ing our general line of people’s war with its peculiar tasks
and its own military art so as to take full advantage of the
fact that we are fighting on our own soil, we have com-
bined the use of modern, or relatively modern, weapons
with that of rudimentary ones and have ceaselessly im-
proved and raised the level of modernization of our equip-
ment.

The regular and regional troops are essentially equip-
ped with modern and relatively modern weapons and
means but, in both training and combat, must know how
to make the best use of rudimentary materials. The peo-
ple’s militia gives priority to rudimentary weapons while
gradually and partially equipping itself with modern and
relatively modern ones, The practice of war in our country
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clearly shows that while modern weapons are most im-
portant in the destruction of the enemy, rudimentary ones
are also very effective and make it possible for the entire
people to participate in the resistance to aggression, Along
with improving our equipment, we have made great efforts
to raise the level of organization and management, the
knowledge of and the capacity to use all sorts of weapons
in accordance with our Party's line and military thought
and the conditions prevailing in the various theatres of
operations in our country.

At present our armed forces are possessed of a large
body of cadres, battle-seasoned and absolutely faithful to
the revolutionary cause of the Party and the people. Tem-
pered by the 'revolutionary struggle, by the nation’s pro-
tracted and intense armed fighting, they have successfully
fulfilled all the tasks entrusted to them by the Party and
the people. Fostered by the Party and relying on the
masses, they have met the needs, in both quantity and
quality, of the standing and the reserve forces and fulfilled
the complex tasks of building and combat in conditions of
both war and peace.

In the fostering of cadres, our Party has put forward
a correct line; it has defined a class line and other criteria
and set forth a concrete and judicious policy concerning
cadres.

Our Party has stuck to this class orientation, with
cadres of worker and peasant origin at the core. It pays
great attention to selecting, perfecting and promoting élite
cadres among worker and peasant eclements and also
among the best intellectuals who are in close touch with

the working class and the peasantry and who have prov-

ed their absolute loyalty to the revolutionary cause. In
applying the Party’s line on the cadre policy, we have
energetically struggled against all tendencies to deviate
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from the class orientation and to underestimate the foster-
ing of cadres of worker and peasant origin and against all
manifestations of **workerism.”

Those cadres are revolutionary and competent, im-
bued with a firm class stand, fervently patriotic, readv to
fight and endure sacrifices for the country’s independénce
and freedom and for socialism, absolutely faithful to the
revolution, and to the Party’s line and political and milit-
ary tasks, resolved to carry them into effect, closely bound
to the masses and highly qualified both technically and
!Jrofesaionally. They are capable of fulfilling their duties
in all circumstances At all times, our Party has striven to
temper them in the practice of mass revolutionary struggle,

lespecially in combat, :

In the building of popular armed forces, we have cor-
rectly solved problems relating to both quantity and
q}mlity ; we have paid adequate attention to both while
giving priority to quality. This is a fundamental point in
our military traditions ; this was the conception followed
by Tran Hung Dao and Nguyen Hue who, thanks to high-
quality troops, were able to defeat armies several times
superior in number to their own.

The quality of the armed forces results from many
factors; men and armaments ; military, political, and
logistical factors ; ideology, organization, equipment, com-
bat methods. The most determining factors are: men
politics, and ideology. '

The best troops are those inspired by high combative-
ness and great resolve to act on the offensive. They must
Possess a high technical and tactical standard, good com-
bat methods, a strong and streamlined organization, and
good armaments. Cadres and command organs must have
great organizational capabilities and good discipline. The
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troops must show stamina and great mobility over all
terrains and in all weathers. They must be adequately
equipped, from both the technical and material points of
view. The three categories of troops have different re-
quirements : the people’s militia must be ubiquitous and
strong, the regional and regular troops must be élite ones
and in sufficient numbers.

Our population being not very great, our standing
army is in general inferior to the enemy’s in numbers. And
so its quality should manifest itself through high strategic
effectiveness and high combat efficacy. Strategically, we
must defeat a numerically superior and better-equipped
enemy ; operationally and tactically, we must destroy
large numbers of enemy personnel and record great suc-
cesses with our troops inferior to the enemy’s in number
and armaments.

With high-quality troops capable of great combat
efficiency, it is possible to increase severalfold the com-
bativeness of any given number of soldiers while light-
ening problems of organization, direction, reinforcements,
and supply. For us this is a problem of strategic impor-
tance.

To ensure for our troops ever-increasing combat power
and ever greater successes in a long and arduous war, we
have built and developed our forces while fighting. To
fight in order to build and expand ; to build and expand
in order to fight ever bigger battles and win ever greater
successes. Development should be gradual, but leaps for-
ward must be made when favourable opportunities present
themselves and are likely to lead to great victories.

Thanks to our Party’s judicious line on building the
armed forces, the latter have developed and grown up
steadily and quickly and are now endowed with invincible
combat capabilities. There lies the secret of their amazing

NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR IN VIET NAM 241

feats of arms. Our Party’s thesis regarding the building
of people's armed forces has thus proved to be correct in
the very practice of people’s war.

Its great strength lies in the fact that it has mobilized,
tempered and organized the forces of our entire people,
our entire nation, to turn them into an iron whole entrust-
ed with tasks in a rational and scientific way and display-
ing great combativeness in attacking and defeating all
armies of aggression, however ferocious, numerous and
well-equipped. This thesis is vividly and movingly em-
bodied in President Ho Chi Minh’s historic appeal : “The
31 million of our fellow-countrymen in both zones, young
and old, men and women, must be 31 million wvaliant
fighters in the struggle against American aggression, firmly
determined to win final victory.”



CHAPTER IV

PROBLEM OF BASES AND REAR AREA

* To wage the war in earnest we need a strong and or-
ganized rear.”! The rear area is a permanent factor of
victory for it supplies the front with men, food and mate-
rials and gives it constant political and moral encourage-
ment. Without a solid rear area, the front cannot win : this
is the general law of all wars.

Our Party faced the following problem : starting from
scratch, without an inch of free soil, in a country with a
modest area and population and a backward agricultural
economy, how to bring the people to rise up to fight for
liberation, to build bases and a solid rear area so as to
defeat the imperialist aggressors ?

Our Party has solved this problem in a creative way.
In the course of a long revolutionary struggle, it has
accumulated rich and precious experience in building
political foundations, bases and a rear area to support mass
uprising and people’s war in the concrete conditions of
our country.

1. V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1965,
Vol. 27, p. T6.
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I. To rely entirely on the people, to begin by building
mass political foundations und proceed gradually to set up
ever more solid bases and a rear area.

In the past, every time our people rose up to wrest
back or safeguard their national independence, our fore-
fathers always saw to the building of a support base. They
took account of their fundamental advantages (the people’s
high morale and thorough knowledge of terrain) to set it
up either in mountainous or swampy regions, or in the
plains and bring the human and material resources avail-

able into full play in order to organize and expand the
armed forces,

From the time of its founding, by opting for the path
of violent revolution, armed insurrection and revolution-
ary war to overthrow the enemies of the class and the
nation and win power, our Party faced the problem of
building a support base. As the revolutionary struggle
unfolded, we have advanced from the setting up of polit-
ical foundations to that of bases and a rear area ; gradu-
ally expanded bases that were at first of only small sizes,
linked together bases that were at first isolated, eventually
lo arrive at the present great rear area —the socialist
North — with a complete popular national defence.

In the first days, those of preparation for armed
struggle and insurrection, we had not a single inch of free
5?‘!' We drew our only support from the people’s revolu-
tn:‘mary organization, the patriotism of the politically con-
scious masses and their boundless loyalty to the revolution.
Through unrelenting efforts of revolutionary agitation,
education and organization, our Party involved the masses
in a many-sided political struggle. By so doing, it expanded
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and strengthened its own ranks, set up and developed mass
political organizations, and carried into effect the slogan:
wherever the masses are, political bases and revolutionary
organizations must be set up. From those political bases
and in implementation of directives given by President Ho
Chi Minh to the first guerilla units-—to conduct armed
propaganda and pay more attention to political action than
military activities —our Party strove to organize secret
armed bases and boost political action in co-ordination
with ever more perfected armed struggle. Then it launched
guerilla warfare and partial armed insurrections, set up
the Viet Bac liberated area and guerilla bases in other re-
gions, while powerfully expanding political bases in the
whole country and bringing about a revolutionary upsurge
of the masses. In that way, our people finally launched a
genéral insurrection, won power all over the country and
founded the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.

In the long war of resistance against the French coloni-
alists, on the one hand we sought to preserve and
strengthen vast free areas which served as solid bases on
which to intensify people’s war, and on the other strove
ceaselessly to expand guerills zones and guerilla bases
behind enemy lines. The continual reinforcement of our
rear area in all fields was a powerful source of political
and moral encouragement for the people and of supply for
the front's increasing requirements. In regions under tem-
porary enemy control, the rule remained essentially the
same for the setting up of bases : by relying on secret polit-
ical bases among the masses and waging an intense
struggle evolving from simple to more sophisticated forms,
from legal to illegal action, from economic and political
claims to armed action, the occupied regions were gradu-
ally turned into ever-expanding guerilla zones or bases.
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g “«':At present, the South Vietnamese people who have

risen up to fight for liberation lean on a great and solid
rear area : the socialist North. At the same time they have
striven to build on-the-spot bases and their immediate rear
area: the liberated zones. Those ever-cxpanding zones
have played and are playing an ever bigger role in all
aspects of the revolutionary war. Creatively applying and
developing the experience accumulated in the present
historical context, the South Vietnamese people have built
not only solid bases in the mountains and the plains but
also jumping-off grounds in key sectors close to urban
centres and enemy military posts and even in certain cities,
* Liberated regions with enemy enclaves” have appeared
in the very neighbourhood of great enemy military bases.
These are regions where the Americans and their puppets,
in spite of a fairly dense network of posts and the com-
bination of extremely cruel military measures with per-
fidious demagogic schemes, have not succeeded in putting
into operation a coercive apparatus. There the population,
thanks to a tenacious, courageous and resourceful struggle,
has remained master of the ground and is able to keep a
blockade and a strong pressure on the enemy’s military
bases and rear area.

When the resistance to French colonialist aggression
ended victoriously, the North embarked on socialist re-
volution and became an independent socialist State struc-
ture. It has striven to strengthen its forces in all fields,
and to consolidate national defence by relying on the en-
tire people, and has become a firm and powerful rear area
for revolutionary struggle in the whole country. A great
rear area for the great fighting front in the South, it plays
an extremely important role in the nation's struggle
against American aggression.
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2. To rely on revolutionary forces in both rural and urban
areas, to build solid bases and a solid rear area in the coun-
tryside while setting up revolutionary bases in the towns,
and to co-ordinate local rear areas with the common nation-
al rear area.

Our people’s war relies on the power of the entire peo-
ple whose main strength lies in the workers and the peas-
ants. Fighting the enemy on our own soil, we attack him
by every means in both town and countryside. That is why
we must and can rely on revolutionary forces in both rural
and urban areas and build solid rear bases in the country-
side and revolutionary bases in the cities.

In the rural regions (mountains and plains) there
exist immense revolutionary forces — the toiling peasantry
which is inspired by resolute revolutionary spirit and
makes up 90 % of the population, The economy, which can
satisfy the local needs, is particularly favourable to the
launching and maintenance of a people’s war against a
materially and technically superior enemy. The terrain is
auspicious to the operations of our armed forces. Lastly
the enemy administrative machinery is weak or relatively
so and is full of loop-holes. The mountain regions with a
rugged relief assume great strategic importance. The
ethnic minorities living there are deeply attached to the
revolution. On the other hand, the enemy system is gener-
ally weaker there than elsewhere and insufficiently pro-
tected. There lies a particularly solid rear base of the re-
volution and the revolutionary war. By leaning on it, our
people can build, maintain and develop their forces, wage
a protracted war in face of the worst difficulties and secure
good jumping-off grounds for progressing towards the
plains. The rural regions in the plains, populous and
wealthy, are regions which the enemy constantly seeks to
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occupy in order to grab their human and material re-
sources, to ‘‘pit Vietnamese against Vietnamese and feed
the war through war.” ;

When the revolution has won control of the rural re-
gions, it has at its disposal a firm support base which will
allow it to mobilize men and reources, develop its forces,
fight a long-drawn-out war, increase its power as the fight-
ing goes on and foil all perfidious machinations of the ene-
my. A favourable situation will be created in which the
rural regions in the mountains and the plains can lend
powerful support to the revolutionary movement in the
I::::s which strikes the enemy in his key centres and his

Obviously, in our country the rural regions are firm
and lasting support bases and combat positions ; to lean
squarely on them and set up there solid rear bases com-
stitute an imperative requirement of strategic importance
for revolutionary warfare in our country.

While building up firm rear bases in the countryside,
our Party attaches great importance to the implantation
of revolutionary bases in urban centres where live most
of the workers, the most revolutionary class, the leading
class, which together with the toiling peasantry make up
the fighting force of the revolution. Also in the urban
centres live various strata of toilers, school and college
students, progressive intellectuals, all animated by fairly
ardent patriotism and anti-imperialist feeling. Urban
centres, especially the cities and big provincial towns, are
political, military, economic and cultural centires where
the enemy concentrates his command organs and means
of domination and repression, where he is relatively
stronger than in the countryside but where he nevertheless

:i?;:lys weaknesses in the military and especially political
e
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The enemy’s aim is first of all to turn the towns into
a secure rear area for his war of aggression. For our part,
in order to hring revolutionary war to victory, we must
actively set up revolutionary bases in the towns, create
conditions for attacking the enemy by all appropriate
means, and prevent him from setting up secure bases for
himself. We must closely co-ordinate our urban with our
rural revolutionary forces so as to strike the enemy in his
very lairs, destroy his armed and political forces to the
maximum extent, make it possible for the people to win
power in everwidening regions and secure ultimate victory.

The co-ordinated organization of secure rear bases in
rural regions and of revolutionary bases in the towns con-
tributed to the original form taken by our insurrection at
the time of the August Revolution and to the success of
the first war of resistance, in which we relied on rural
bases while intensifying struggle in the towns. The same
co-ordination has greatly contributed to the important suc-
cesses recorded by revolutionary war at present in the
three strategic regions in the South.

In accordance with the law of development of the rear
base in revolutionary warfare and with a view to mobi-
lizing our national resources in all fields and turning them
to best account, we have advocated co-ordination be-
tween local rear bases and the common national rear base.

Our experience points out that one must have a base,
a rear area for the whole country and also bases and rear
areas close at hand for each front, each region. The build-
ing of on-the-spot bases and rear areas for each front, each
region, each echelon, starting from the lowest, is closely
bound up with our Party’s general line of mobilization of
the whole nation for combat and with the policy of or-
ganizing powerful local forces everywhere for waging peo-
ple's war. It is in harmony with the size of our country,
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which is not very big, and with our way of conducting
people’s war, which consists in holding our ground, attack-
ing the enemy everywhere and not yielding an inch. It
favours the winning and keeping of sovereignty by the
people and makes it possible to bring into full play the
power of the new social regime which is taking shape and
being consolidated in the liberated areas so as to answer
the requirements of war in a rapid and timely way.

Our resistance to American aggression combines the
local bases and rear areas in the South with the great
national rear area, the socialist North, which is itself link-
ed to the socialist camp. This co-ordination makes it possi-
ble fully to mobilize the power of the whole Vietnamese
nation, of the socialist regime in the North and the new
social regime in the liberated areas of the South, as well
as the full weight of the achievements recorded by the
revolution over several decades of uninterrupted and
victorious struggle against the ringleader of the imperial-
ists. This is a fundamental point which shows that in the
present war of resistance, our people’s forces and posture
are much more powerful than in the first one.

3. To bring our spirit of offensive to the highest point, con-
solidate our bases and rear area in all fields; actively de-
fend our rear area while attacking the enemy’s ceaselessly
and turning it into a fighting front; unceasingly expand
our bases and rear area.

In a revolutionary war where the building of bases
and rear area starts from scratch, the formation of the first
bases is but a beginning. To maintain and develop this
initial success and make it possible for those bases to with-
stand all trials and play a growing role, it is necessary to
be constantly consolidating them in all fields.
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In a people’s war, the solidity of the bases and rear
area rests on political, economic, military and geographical
factors — first of all on the political factors — the people's
morale and the social regime. The building of the rear area
must be pursued in all fields — political, economic, milit-
ary and cultural ; first of all on the political plane by
strengthening the people’s political and moral cohesion,
enhancing the superiority of the new social regime in
every respect, actively but gradually bringing about de-
mocratic reforms aimed at improving the material and
moral living conditions of the population and ceaselessly
reinforcing the potential of the rear area. In this way the
latter can ensure its own defence and play an important
role in the war.

The bases and rear area of people’s war constitute a
permanent threat for the enemy who seeks to attack them
without respite and without mercy. Their consolidation is
bound up with the struggle waged to defend and enlarge
them and allow them to play their role in all fields. One
must heighten the spirit of offensive, actively defend our
rear area while ceaselessly attacking the enemy’s rear area
and turn it into a battlefield, Offensive, active offensive —
such is the best way to safeguard and enlarge our rear
area while reducing that of the enemy. This is an impera-
tive requirement in building from scratch bases and a
rear area for a people fighting to win, maintain and ex-
pand power.

During our first war of resistance, the fundamental
principle governing the defence of our free zone was to
intensify offensive activities against the enemy’s rear area,
expand guerilla warfare, while ceaselessly consolidating
our own rear area in all fields and repelling all enemy
attacks. In that way, we succeeded in maintaining and con-
solidating our free areas, implanting ever more bases and
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guerilla zones in the enemy’s rear area, and enlarging our
rear area ever more while reducing that of the enemy.

That experience is being creatively applied and en-
riched by the armed forces and people of the South. In-
spired by a powerful spirit of offensive, they strive to rein-
force the free zone in all fields, and oppose an active and
patient struggle to all enemy attempts to attack it, nibble
at it, raid it or sabotage it. They resolutely bring the war
into the enemy’s rear area, combine political with military
struggle, and purely military attacks with mass uprisings,
so as to allow the population of occupied areas to win con-
trol in various forms and to various extents, sow insecurity
in the enemy’s rear area and gradually turn it into a battle-
field and the people’s own rear area. '

These last few years, the great national rear area, —
the North, has been firmly defended and has played an
important role in the national struggle against American
aggression. This is due to its constant reinforcement in all
fields, which has made it possible for it to face the ag-
gressors and foil their war of destruction, and to the un-
ceasing development of the revolutionary forces in the
South which have gone from victory to victory owing to
their offensive strategy.

4. To build and consolidate the great rear area, the socialist
North.

After the victory of Dien Bien Phu, the North, wholly
liberated, embarked on the road to socialism and became
the firm base and rear area for the revolutionary struggle
in the whole country. This was a great turning-point, a
great leap in the building and expansion of the base and
rear area of people’s war in Viet Nam. For the first time
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since the Party assumed its role as leader of the struggle
for independence and freedom one half of the country was
entirely liberated. Here we have been able to build social-
ism suecessfully, the most advanced social regime in our
millennia-old history, in order to secure a firm and com-
plete rear base for the pursuit of the nation’s revolution-

ary struggle.

As soon as the first war of resistance ended in victory,
the Party stressed that the North should be reinforced in
all fields. The resolution adopted at the Party’s Third
National Congress held in 1960 said: ‘The more vigor-
ously the North advances towards socialism, the more con-
solidated its forces are in all fields and the more favour-
able conditions grow for the liberation revolution in the
South, for the fulfilment of our revolutionary tasks in the
whole country, for the maintenance and strengthening of
peace in Indochina and the world. The North is the com-
mon base for the revolution in the whole country.”

The consolidation and strengthening of the North
have made its defence more powerful with each passing
day, a national defence of the people, by the people them-
selves, u defence based on the power of the people in all
fields, a defence which safdguards the interests of the peo-
ple, the fruits of the revolution and the socialist regime.
The conception of a national defence of the people was
clearly defined for the first time in the resolution adopted
at the 12th plenum of the Party Central Committee in
1957. This was the application of the thesis of people’s war
to the defence of the socialist North to get it fully prepared
to foil all imperialist aggressive attempts and at the same
time to play its role as the rear base of the revolution in
the whole country. This was a new development of the

theory of the building of the bases and rear area of peo-

ple’s war in the new conditions.
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{ - In order to have a powerful national defence of the
people, one must, on the political plane, ceaselessly con-
solidate and reinforce the Party’s leading role, reinforce
the State of proletarian dictatorship, consolidate the
socialist regime, strengthen the unity of the toiling peo-
ple:. workers, co-operative peasants, and socialist intel-
lectuals, on the basis of the worker-peasant alliance. One
must ceaselessly heighten the socialist consciousness of {he
masses, their patriotism and love of socialism, their con-
sciousness of being the collective master and their will to
reunify the country. On this basis, one must call on the
llm’tire people to increase production, build socialism while
standing ready to fight hegpoically to defend the North

. should the need arise, fulfil all tasks relating to the revolu-

Honary struggle in the South, and contribute to the fulfil-
ljent of our international duties. One must correctly carry
out ‘the policy of compulsory military service and that re-
garding wounded and sick militarymen, the families of

.alabldiers-fallen on the field of honour, those of armymen,

ete.
¥-:
. As the national defence of the people in the North
must rely on a powerjful socialist economy, economic build-
ing takes on great importance. In this building, we must
gombine economics with national defence, peace-time
needs with wartime needs, short-term requirements with
long-range ones. Such co-ordination must be embodied not
only in the over-all State plan, but also in the plans of
ea_ch'branch of activity (industry, agriculture, transport
and communications, etc.) at the national and local levels
to that at each stage of economic development there shoul(i
be a corresponding reinforcement of the defence potential
and that in case of foreign aggression the economy could
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quickly be put on a war footing. A correct line should be
defined for the readjustment of economic building to war-
time conditions in agreement with the principle of as-
sociating combat with production so that the latter could
continue to increase and the economy to expand, and the
requirements of the resistance and the people could be
met even in time of war.

With a view to a powerful national defence, the North
must be strengthened militarily. Military power does not
lie only in that of the standing army, but in that of the
entire people, with the people’s armed forces serving as
the core. It is based on the manifold power of the new
social regime. The tasks of military building consist in
arming and militarizing the entire people, reinforcing the
people’s armed forces with battle-seasoned regulars and
powerful reserve forces, gradually turning villages and
urban districts inio combat positions, strengthening secu-
rity. The whole country must be prepared in every respect.
The armed forces and the people must redouble their
vigilance, and stand ready to fight and smash all acts or
schemes of aggression of the imperialists. It is also neces-
sary to define the importance of each strategic region and
reinforce the more important ones in all fields. One must
also strenglhen leadership by the Party and the adminis-
tration at a'l levels in the consolidation of national defence
and the building of the armed forces.

The development of culture, education, science and
technology. public health work, physical training and
sports, etc., takes on a deep significance for economic con-
struction, the strengthening of national defence and the
building of the armed forces, and especially for the mak-
ing of new men, of cadres and fighters with a high revolu-
tionary consciousness, good general knowledge and scien-
tific and technical knowhow, and good health.
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In short, the power of the people’s national defence
in the North is based upon the power of the socialist re-
gime in its entirety and on the fruits of the socialist re-
volution. It has stood the test of the American air war of
destruction. Our people’s moral and political cohesion is
more solid than ever. Production has been maintained and
developed ; communication lines have remained open and
transport ensured; cultural activities, education and
health continue to make progress ; the people’s life has re-
mained stable for the essentials, the army’s requirements
are met ; the national defence forces have been consoli-
dated and have shown considerable growth. The Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam has held its ground, proud,
and victoricus ; she successfully carries on socialist con-
struction and fulfils her duties towards the South. Social-
ism has proved its superiority. National defence by the
entire people in the North has shown its power on the
political, organizational, material and technical planes—
as well as on the human plane, regarding the resolve, intel-
ligence and moral qualities of the combatants.

3. To rely on the socialist camp, our vast rear area.

Right from the first days the Vielnamese revolution
has had the support of the world revelution of which it
is an integral part, and this support has grown with each
passing day. From the beginning encircled by the imperial-
ists, we have succeeded in solidly leaning on the socialist
ramp.

At present we are carrying in our war of resistance
against the American aggressors in particularly favour-
able circumstances : the socialist camp, with a population
of one billion, a powerful economic potential and invin-
cible armed forces, has been considerably strengthened. It

Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



256 VO NGUYEN GIAP —SELECTED WRITINGS

constitutes a firm backing and a sure rampart for our peo-
ple and the peoples of the world in their struggle for peace,
national independence, democracy and socialism.

Our people stand in the van of the world's people
fighting against imperialism headed by American imperi-
alism. A member of the socialist camp, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam is also its forward post in South-
east Asia. And so, while essentially relying on our own
forces, we can and must secure the sympathy, support and
help of the socialist camp in all fields. This a very impor-
tant factor for the strengthening of the combat capabilities
of our people.

With an ever-expanding and more powerful rear area,
a national rear area and local ones, our people can besides
lean on the immense potential of the vast rear area made
up of the fraternal socialist countries. It can thus bring
into full play its own economic and military potentialities
while turning to account the favourable conditions of our
time in order to take our present war of resistance to total
victory.
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CHAPTER V

MODE OF CONDUCTING THE WAR

~ Under the Party’s leadership and through combat
practice, we have succeeded in working out a mode of con-
ducting the war and a military art which display high
effectiveness and rich content.

These are a mode of conducting the war and a military
art that are adapted to people’s war waged in all fields by
a nation mot very large in size and not very numerous in
population against aggressive armies of big imperialist
powers. They consist in staging armed uprising and waging
revolutionary war, for a long period resolutely attacking
the enemy with armed and political forces in both town
and countryside ; annihilating enemy forces while striving
fo win and keep sovereignty for the people so as to main-
tain and increase our potential and score successes as we
fight on ; driving the enemy back step by step and destroy-
ing his forces piecemeal so as eventually to defeat him
completely ; essentially relying on our own forces, bring-
ing into full play our just cause and the propitious condi-
tions deriving from the fact that this is a national war
fought on our own soil, while striving to win the sym-
pathy, support and help of the other peoples and turning
to account the favourable factors of our time. All these
combined forces of people’s war make it possible for us
to defeat the enemy and liberate and defend our land.
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1. To wage a war that is fought by the entire people in.all
fields ; to combine armed with political forces, armed with
political struggle, armed uprising with revolutionary war.

Imperialism relies on its armies to invade our country
and try to rule over our people. To defeat it, we must arm
the entire people, organize armed forces and wage an armed
struggle. However, in order to bring into full play the im-
mense power of the entire people against an enemy who,
although possessed of a huge and well-equipped army, i§
waging a war ol aggression, an unjust war, and is rent by
contradictions and affected by many weaknesses, we must
fight him in all fields, — not only military, but also political,
economic, cultural and diplomatic — and use various forms
of struggle of which the most fundamental ones are arn.led
and political struggle. To combine armed with poIitu:al
forces, armed with political struggle, armed uprising with
revolutionary war — there lies the essential content of our
mode of conducting the war, a war fought by the entire
people in all fields.

In the course of our long history, while fielding regular
armies, our forefathers already knew how to mobilize the
masses against foreign aggressors, and to combine actions
by the armed forces with struggles and uprisings by the
population. At present, under the Party's leadership, our
people have made considerable progress along that line.

Armed fighting is a fundamental form of struggle. It
plays a decisive role and has a direct bearing on the de-
struction of the enemy’s military forces. Besides it must
defend the people and be associated with uprisings and
political struggles by the popular masses. The fiercer the
war grows, the more the enemy intensifies the use of his
armed forces, the more importance armed fighting as-
sumes. We must destroy the hostile forces and foil their
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strategic plans. Military victory is indispensable for the
success of the resistance.

Political action. the other fundamental form of strug-
gle, is the basis on which to develop armed fighting and
at the same time a mode of offensive against the enemy.
It mobilizes and organizes the people, and involves them
in combat, passing from lower to higher forms. It unmasks
the enemy and foils his political machinations, disperses
and weakens his armed forces, upsets his rear area, pro-
tects the life and work of the people, safeguards the polit-
ical bases of the revolution. In uprisings and in war,
political action never ceases to be closely allied with
armed fighting and to evolve into armed fighting. The peo-
ple’s political forces gradually progress from the ordinary
forms of political action to armed uprising and, hand in
hand with the armed forces, decide the outcome of the
war.

The combination of political with armed forces, of
political action with armed fighting, of armed insurrection
with revolutionary war, is the general rule of the use of
revolutionary violence in our country. At cerfain times,
the political forces play the main role, relying on support
by the armed forces and combining political action with
armed fighting in order to launch a popular uprising in the
whole country ; at other times, the armed forces play the
major part, serving as the core of the entire people invol-
ved in fighting and combining armed with political strug-
gle in order to wage a protracted people’s war: at other
times still, armed and political forces are brought into
play concurrently and simultaneously, armed action is as-
sociated with political struggle and armed insurrection
with revolutionary war in a single and complexr process.

In August 1945, the powerful political forces of the
people, leaning on the liberation armed forces, launched
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a general insurrection to seize power all over the country,
in both town and countryside. ‘*The success of the August
Revolution was fundamentally due to the fact that the
people’s political forces seized the favourable opportunity
in a timely way to launch insurrection and win power, But
if our Party had not built armed forces and set up solid
resistance bases to support these forces and the political
struggle, and, conditions having grown ripe, if it had not
rapidly started an armed uprising, it would not have been
possible for the revolution to triumph so quickly.”1

In the first war of resistance, the entlire people rose
up, with the popular armed forces serving as the core, for
armed fighting was essential. The armed forces passed from
guerilla to regular warfare, associating ever more closely
their operations with the political struggle and partial
insurrections of the masses in the enemy’s rear area. The
revolutionary masses, both rural and urban, confronted
old colonialism with various forms of struggle: struggle
against terror and massacre, against bombing, strafing and
plunder, against press-ganging of soldiers and labourers;
struggle waged by women to demand the return of their
forcibly drafted sons and husbands, agitation among pup-
pet troops to win them over to the ranks of the revolu-
tion...; and lastly, combination of armed fighting with
political agitation and partial insurrections to overthrow
the local enemy administrations in the countryside.

At present in the South, the association of armed with
political struggle, of armed insurrection with revolution-
ary war, is carried out at another level and in new his-
torical conditions. The aim is to topple neo-colonialist
domination, and foil the neo-colonialist war of aggression

1. Polltleal report of the Central Commiitee of the Viet Nam
Workers' Party at the Third National Congress (Seplember 5, 1860).
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waged by American imperialism. The war waged by the
entire people in all fields has been brought to a very high
level. All the people in the South participate in the strug-
gle: they attack the Americans and the puppet adminis-
tration and army with both military and political means,

- g

an¢ ‘carry out both revolutionary war and mass uprising.

aah

i As it extends, the revolutionary war reaches unpre-
cedented proportions, and inflicts ever more bitter defeats
on the best-equipped units of the American expeditionary
corps. Thanks to general political struggle co-ordinated
with action by the armed forces, mass insurrections have
erupted repeatedly with increasing vigour. Insurrection
expands the field of action of revolutionary war, strength-
ens it and causes it expand ceaselessly, while war ripens
conditions for uprising and allows it to spread. Insurrec-
t{on and war, though different, are inseparable, “*It is hard
to distinguish between war and insurrection,” said Lenin.

Along with military and political struggle, we con-
duct a vast and patient political work in the enemy’s
ranks—a propaganda work which aims at awakening the
political consciousness of the puppet militarymen and
winning them over to the side of the people, thereby

launching another strategic thrust, an important element
of revolutionary action.

Economic struggle also plays a very important role,
especially when we have already set up bases and rear
areas, when liberation war extends and spreads, or when
we fight a war for the defence of our fatherland. While
mobilizing our own economy for war, we must wage eco-
nomic struggle against the enemy in conjunction with
military and political struggle in order to attack and des-
troy his economic bases, upset and ruin his economy while
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defending and developing our own, safeguarding the peo-
ple’s life and property and ensuring conditions for them
to work and produce. ' .

2. To set up firm positions in the rural areas, to wage peo-
ple’s war in both rural and urban regions, develop and
closely combine offensive thrusts against the ememy in
appropriate forms and in all three straiegic zones: moun-

" tains, plains, and towns.

To fight the enemy in all three strategic zones, using
appropriate forms, is a very important aspect of the mode
of conducting revolutionary war, One must correctly define
the strategic position of the rural and urban regions, estab-
lish firm positions in the rural ones, attack the enemy in
both at the same time, closely co-ordinate our offensives
in all three strategic zones, paying proper attention to
conditions prevailing in each, combine armed with political
struggle and uprising with war at a suitable level, and take
into account the concrete conditions of each period of
uprising or war in order to pick the zone which should
receive particular attention from the leadership.

During the Second World War and before the August
1945 Revolution, the revolution essentially unfolded in the
mountain region in the form of local guerilla warfare and
partial insurrections. However, the revolutionary move-
ment continued to develop in the plains and the towns in
suitable forms. When the favourable moment came, our
people scored success in the August Revolution by co-
ordinating the revolutionary movement in the towns with
that in the countryside and political with armed forces
and by seizing upon the right opportunity to bring the
general insurrection to victory.
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The first war of resistance broke out at first in the
cities. Then over a long period, the people’s war against
French colonialist aggression, essentially using armed
struggle, took place mainly in the rural areas. Qur political
struggle and armed action in the enemy's areas (rural re-
gions and towns) also developed in close co-ordination
with military operations in the other rural regions of the
delta and the highlands.

The *‘chain uprisings” which broke out in the South
in 1959-1960 did so at first in the countryside then became
a vast guerilla movement closely bound to the political
movement in the cities. From 1963 to 1965 in particular,
armed actions and peasant uprisings for the destruction of
* strategic hamlets,” combined with action by the urban
masses, made up a considerable aggregate force which
foiled the ‘‘special war” of the American imperialists,

From 1965 to 1967, the armed forces and people of the
South. continuing their victorious offensive, vigorously
attacked the enemy in the three strategic zones with armed
and political means. The main theatre for combat and in-
surrection remained the rural regions of the highlands and
the delta while in the towns political action took place
alongside combat activities of a certain scope. With the
general offensive of early 1968, the armed forces and peo-
ple of the South attacked and rose up everywhere in both
town and countryside and recorded ever greater successes.

As said above, the rural regions and the towns are both
important but occupy different positions. By combining
armed with political struggle and combat with insurrec-
tion to an appropriate extent according to the strategic
zone, setting up solid positions in the countryside and con-
sidering it our firmest support base while developing the
revolutionary forces in the towns and considering them a
crucial sector, we can attack the enemy in both town and
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countryside, We can also compel him to disperse his forces,
while being able to co-ordinate our actions in all sectors,
Jaunch unremitting assaults everywhere and at all times,
upset his rear areas and strike him dangerous blows. We
can win in a protracted war, and we can also bring about
favourable situations, steal a march on the enemy, deal
him crushing blows at opportune moments and win ever
greater victories.

When we have become masters of a State with its
complete structure, its towns and countryside, and a de-
veloping industry, the role played by the urban and rural

regions in defence and in war is no longer the same. Co- [

ordination between town and countryside in a national-
defence war is not carried out in the same way as in a
liberation war. This can be seen these last few years in
the socialist North in the course of our heroic people’s war
waged against the American war of destruction. But
rational co-ordination between town and countryside re-
mains an important problem, a necessity for bringing into
full play the potential of our country and our regime with
a view to defeating the enemy.

3. To be inspired by an offensive strategic thought in both
armed uprising and revolutionary war.

By mobilizing the entire people, by combining armed
with political struggle in all three strategic zones, we have
created that immense force of people’s war in order to
attack the enemy.

Revolution means offensive. In forty years of struggle
under the leadership of the Party, our people have attacked
the enemy in a resolute, continuous and successful way.
Rising up to overthrow the yoke of the imperialists and
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their valets and to wrest back and safeguard their sover-
eignty, they are deeply imbued with the offensive strategic
thought of the revolution.

An insurrection is an offensive. A revolutionary war
viewed in the whole of its unfolding is an offensive. It
is possible that at certain moments and in certain places
one may act on the defensive, but this is in order to create
necessary conditions for the continuation of the offensive.

In the 1940’s our people, passing from political to arm-
ed struggle, launched resolute attacks, Especially from
March 1945 onwards partial insurrections toppled enemy
power at the base in vast rural regions, At the same time
the enemy was attacked everywhere through appropriate
forms of struggle. Then our people ceaselessly expanded
partial insurrections and local guerilla, war. intensified
political struggle everywhere in the country and, launched
the August general insurrection, thus triggering off a
many-sided, vigorous and resolute strategic offensive at
the most opportune moment to overthrow the enemy
power and seize control all over the country.

Immediately after the August Revolution, our Party
had to lead the national resistance against the French
colonialists. As the aggressors' army was then much more
powerful than ours, we decided to preserve the bulk of

Jour forces, avoid disadvantageous engagementis, operate

a certain retreat while seeking tactically to attack the
enemy everywhere and to destroy him partially through
partial attacks. Later, determined to drive the ememy to
the defensive we waged guerilla warfare, penetrated the
enemy'’s rear areas and turned them into battlefields.
Gradually, we developed our offensive, using both guerilla
and regular warfare. Following local counter offensives in
the wake of the Frontier Campaign (1950) we started a
great strategic counter-offensive in winter 1953-spring 1954
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which came to a climax with the heroic campaign of Dien
Bien Phu, brought our war of resistance to a victorious
conclusion and liberated the northern half of our country.

In the South, in the struggle against American neo-
colonialist domination, the revolution started the offensive
with the chain uprisings of 1959-1960. Then expanding its
offensive, it developed partial insurrections, mass political
struggle and guerilla warfare, and gradually engaged in
regular combat operations. Always combining armed with
political action, it foiled the *‘special war” of the Amer-
jcan imperialists. When the latter started a direct ag-
gression with hundreds of thousands of well-equipped
troops, our armed forces and people, without the slightest
hesitation, continued to firmly keep the initiative, attacked
the enemy ceaselessly and carried out an offensive strategy
against the infamous *‘limited war,” frustrating all enemy
schemes. The general offensive and concerted uprisings of
the spring of 1968 strengthened our offensive strategic
posture even more and marked a turning point in the war.

Our armed forces and people are imbued with the
thoroughly revolutionary spirit of the proletariat; they
are inspired by the offensive strategic thought which
characterizes revolution and revolutionary war.

This offensive strategic thought is not without relation
to our people's traditional military thought. In our history,
the victorious uprisings and national wars led by the
Trung Sisters. Ly Bon, Trieu Quang Phuc, Le Loi, Nguyen
Trai were so many continual offensives against the yoke
of foreign feudalists. The victorious national-defence wars
led by Ly Thuong Kiet, Tran Hung Dao, Nguyen Hue in-
cluded of course defensive stages and strategic retreats,
which were indispensable at the beginning, but the offen-
sive strategic thought remained dominant throughout, as
illustrated by the heroic battles fought on the Nhu Nguyet
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river, at Van Kiep and Chi Lang, on the Bach Dang river,
and at Dong Da.

How to launch resolute and continuous offensives
against enemies having an economic and military potential
by far superior to ours, drive them to the defensive and
to passivity, eventually to defeat and destroy them ?

It is with a definitely offensive spirit that we engage
in armed insurrections and revolutionary wars. The offen-
sive thought is the ideological basis of revolutionary strate-
gy and war in Viet 'Nam. It springs from the thoroughly
revolutionary character of our Party's political and military
line, and from the ardent patriotism and resolute and
heroic combativeness of our people fighting for inde-
pendence, freedom and socialism.

Our offensive capability is closely bound up with our
correct appraisal of the features and trend of the relation
of forces between the enemy and us. The enemy has strong
points, but also weaknesses, even fundamental ones. Our
people have weaknesses, but also fundamental strong
points. These lie in the strength of an entire people rising
up to defend their country, the strength of a just war in
our time. It is entirely possible for us to bring our strong
points into full play and aim our blows at the enemy's
weaknesses.

Our offensive capability is also closely tied to our skill

in conducting people’s war to our original and ingenious

forms of struggle and methods of combat. Knowing how
to assail the enemy in all fields and using at the same time
both armed and political struggle, military combat and
mass uprising, guerilla and regular warfare, our armed
forces and people have brought their capabilities into full
play. By creating appropriate and highly effective combat
methods, we have developed our offensive capacity to a
high degree.
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4 To apply the strategy of a protracted war and at the
same time fo strive to bring about a propitious moment
and steal a march on the enemy so as to win ever bigger
victories.

Our history had known many victorious insurrections
and wars against powerful enemies. The duration of those
uprisings and wars depended on many factors, first of all
on the relation of forces between the two parties and on
our skill in conducting the war. Some of those wars were
relatively short, others were protracted liberation wars.

The Tran fought three wars of resistance against Yuan
troops in the space of thirty years, but each of those wars
lasted but a few months. The lightning offensive mounted
by Nguyen Hue against Ching troops led to a great victory
within a very short time. On the other hand, the liberation
war led by Le Loi and Nguyen Trai lasted ten years. So
our people are possessed of traditions of persevering and
protracted resistance and the art of fighting wars of long
duration while knowing how to create and capitalize on
propitious conditions to win success in a relatively short
space of time.

At present, with a progressive political regime,
strengthened by the unity of the entire people under the
leadership of the Party, we are in a position to bring into
full play all the material and moral forces of our people
and our country. We also receive precious help from the
fraternal socialist countries and the sympathy and support
of progressive people all over the world. But our territory
is not very large, our population not very numerous ; we
were formerly a colonial and semi-feudal country with
an under-developed economy. We have been fighting
against powerful, stubborn, machiavellian and adventur-
ous imperialist countries. In those conditions we need
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* time to gradually weaken and destroy enemy forces, check
- their strong points, aggravate their weaknesses, increase
. our own strength, promote our strong points, overcome our
- weaknesses, so that as the fighting goes on the enemy
 grows weaker and we stronger. The strategy of people’s
" war is one of a protracted war. The continual battles and
" glorious victories of our people in the last few decades
- . prove the soundness of that strategy.

.~ This protracted war is, viewed in its entirety, a process
. of continual offensives against the enemy, who is destroyed

_ part by part, driven back step by step, knocked down chunk
I by chunk, and sees his strategic designs foiled one after
~ another while we go from success to ultimate victory.

2. The duration of a war depends on the way in which
. the relation of forces evolves and the war is conducted by
- each side. Our national wars show that in the course of
" 2 long war, whenever a new phase begins, there often
happen abrupt changes, due either to our own efforts, or
to the enemy’s errors, or to favourable objective condi-
tions. The passing from a progressive evolution to a devel-
opment by leaps and bounds is the general law governing
all movements. Insurrection and war are sharp confronta-
tions, struggles to the death, in which this law manifests
itself very clearly.

. We strive to create favourable conditions leading to
ever more important leaps and ever greater victories. We
must know how to exert the greatest efforts, turn to
account all propitious objective conditions, provoke errors
on the part of the enemy and capitalize on his weaknesses,
create ingenious and effective forms of struggle, provide
ciear-aighted strategic leadership, aim our attacks in the
right direction and at the right target, seize the opportune
moment, hit at key spots, skilfully combine armed with
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political struggle and military combat with insurrection.
'Thus, while carrying on a protracted war, we must exert
the greatest efforts in all fields, and act speedily so as to
record ever more important victories.

5. To couple the destruction of enemy troops with winning
and maintaining control for the people; to actively an-
nihilate hostile forces while fostering and strengthening
our own, so as to grow stronger as we fight.

Power is the fundamental question of all revolutions
and the destruction of hostile forces, that of all wars. Qur
war is a revolutionary one and is used as a way of struggle
to win power. It aims at destroying enemy forces and
means to solve the problem of annihilating the enemy’s
power and winning power for the people.

In our people’s war, we combine the military action
of people’s armed forces aimed at destroying hostile troops
with mass uprisings with a view to win power. The top-
pling of enemy power and the winning of power for the
people at various levels in different conditions will create
new possibilities for attacking and annihilating the enemy.
Conversely, it is necessary to destroy enemy forces in order
to give support to the masses rising up to win power, and
create new bases and forces.

In August 1945, the main action consisted of a mass
uprising to win power; but action by armed forces was
needed to assist it.

In the first war of resistance, the main factor was
the annihilation of enemy forces by our own armed forces ;
but the masses also rose up to disband puppet village
councils of elders and punish traitors, wrest back power
in areas behind enemy lines, build, consolidate and expand
guerilla bases and zones right in enemyv-occupied regions.
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At_ the same time our people and armed forces actively
built and consolidated free zones in every respect, built
and consolidated people’s power, and repelled enemy
counter-offensives,

At present in the South, the coupling of the annihi-
lation of the enemy with the winning and safeguarding
of power for the people has made a new step forward. The
liberation armed forces actively attack the enemy to des-
troy him and lend support to mass uprisings and political
struggles. The masses’ political forces create favourable
.t‘.onditions for the armed forces by attacking the enemy
m' appropriate ways, starting partial insurrections, top-
pling puppet power at the base, winning sovereignty at
various levels, setting up revolutionary power in one form
or another. In the liberated zones, the armed forces actively
fight to protect the people, and to assert and consolidate

:iheir right to sovereignty in the political and economic
elds.

All that requires conformity to this leading principle :
ceaselessly to safeguard and increase our forces while des-
troying the enemy’s.

~ To destroy the enemy’s forces means to annihilate both
his Pol:ﬁcal and military forces, both the forces of the
foreign aggressors and those of their valets.

To safeguard and increase our forces means to safe-
guard and increase both the forces of our army and those
of our people, our military, political and economic forces.

Dn]. y by assimilating and correctly applying that rule,
by getting imbued with that thought, can we carry out this
leading principle ; the more we fight, the stronger we grow :
the more we fight, the more victories we win. As we fight
on, our forces grow more mature, ficld of action widens,
our manifold offensive capabilities in revolutionary war
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expand, eventually to defeat the enemy’s forces and foil
his military strategy, break up his power at various levels,
and win power in its entirety for the people.

6. To rely essentially on our own forces, while striving to
secure international help.

This is also a general rule. It marks a new develop-
ment in our Party’s art of conducting the war, compared
with previous historical periods. Considering revolution
the work of the masses, it expresses the unshakable con-
fidence of our Party in the power of our people and nation.
It also proceeds from the idea that the Vietnamese revolu-
tion is part and parcel of the world revolution and is
closely bound up with the revolutionary movement
of the world’s peoples. It knows how to turn to ac-
count the favourable factors of our time to secure victory
for the revolution and the revolutionary war in our coun-
try, and at the same time to bring our contribution to the
revolutionary cause of the world’s peoples.

The triumph of revolutionary war in our country is
essentially due to internal causes: the judicious line of
our Party, the sacrifices endured by our armed forces and

people on the battlefields, our nation’s political, moral and '

material capabilities, the immense advantages of human,
geographical and climatic factors in a national war fought
on our own soil. -
And so, fully assuming its responsibilities with regard
to the destiny of the nation and resolved to *‘rely essen-
tially on our own forces,” our Party has creatively applied
Marxism-Leninism to the conditions of our country, cor-
rectly and independently defined its general line and milit-
ary line, and mobilized and organized all the forces of
our people and our country with a view to winning vic-
tory. The Vietnamese people must stand up and carry out
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the resistance themselves in order to gain national inde-
pendence and freedom, without waiting for anyone else to
do it for their sake. Our people’s tremendous victories are
due in the first place and essentially to the heroic struggle,
full of self-abnegation and sacrifices, waged by our armed
forces and the entire Vietnamese nation.

At the same time, those victories cannot be divorced
from the support and help extended to us by the revolu-
tionary peoples of the world. The world revolutionary
movement has brought about objective conditions highly
favourable to the Vietnamese revolution. Ever since the
difficult beginnings of their struggle for national liberation
under the banner of the Party, our people have benefited
by the support and help, either direct or indirect, of the
brother peoples of the socialist countries and the world’s

- revolutionary peoples, on the political, moral and material

planes.. The policy of union on the international plane

- advocated by our Party has brought us the broad and

strong help, sympathy and support of our brothers and
friends on the five continents. '

; In our time, the socialist camp has become the deter-
mining factor in the development of human society ; the
struggle for peace, national independence, democracy and
socialism is in full swing everywhere in the world. U.S.-
led imperialism is assailed everywhere without respite,

.~ Our people must and can turn to full account the favour-

able factors of our time in order to strengthen their posi-
tions and increase their forces so as to defeat all aggressors.

* International aid must be rendered more effective by
the efforts of our people and our Party in the concrete
conditions of our country. Therefore, while attaching great
importance to this aid, we have always relied essentially
on our own forces and combined those two factors in order
to bring our struggle to victory.
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MILITARY ART

A very important part of the conduct of the war, milit-
ary art has to solve all problems relating to armed strug-
gle. Our military art reflects the laws of revulutionar?'
armed struggle in general and those of our fight in parti-
cular, and the relation b