
~: . . -G 
' ) 

~.selected writings 

HANOl-19 77 

Digitized by Google 



VO NGUYEN GIAP 
SELECTED \VRITINGS 

, ,xrY Op l 

~ 0 
Z ~-=-n 'a 
~ \~~ 111,.r,w!:::::.J~,! C) 

i ~~ ? 
• 

. IBRAV•..\ 

Digitized by Google 

VONG 
selected wrr 

II A NO I 
1 9 7 7 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN • • 

HANOl-197 7 

- - - -



L>s 
.s-s-1, 7 

· V~ .33J/ 

/97?a_j 

Digitized by Go gle 

I 

i: 
I 

:.. l 
533 -1 5' 11 
J C- A~l 
6- ~- b'3 

.. ,- --,------

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Digitized by Google 

VO NGUYEN GIAP 
SELECTED WRITINGS 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE 

HANOl-1977 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Digitized by Google 

Publisher's note 

This is a collection of the most import,ant 
speeches and writings of Ge1&eral Vo 
Nguyen Giap in the period between 1969 
and 1972, g«thered under three headings : 

1 - People's war against U.S. aero-naval 
war, 

2 - National liberation war in Viet Nam, 

3 -· To arm the revolutionary 111Q$Ses, to 
build the people's army. 

They are a valuable aid for understand­
ing the general line, strategy and tactics of 
the national liberation war in Viet Nam 
and particularly of people's war against 
U.S. aggression. 

In the translation of the speeches, we 
have retained the style of tlie spoken lan­
guage, and as a result t.here is som.e una­
voidable repetition in some passages. 
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CHAPTER I 

OUR PEOPLE'S WAR HAS DEFEATED THE U.S. 

AERO-NAVAL WAR t 

I - A VICTORY OF STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Together with the emulation congresses of our forces 
in the various war zones, in the various arms and services 
since early spring, this Emulation Congress of the anti­
aircraft and air forces marks a tremendous victory of our 
people in their resistance against U.S. aggression, for 
national salvation. This is a triumph of the people's war 
in North Viet Nam over the U.S. imperialists' air and 
naval war of destruction. Along with the resounding suc­
cesses on the South Viet Nam theatre it is a victory of great 
consequence, of strntegic significance. 

Four years ago, when their "special war" strategy in 
South Viet Nam was facing complete bankruptcy, the U.S. 
imperialists, with the utter obduracy of an international 
gendarme and couhting on their economic and military 
potential, made the most serious strategic and political 
mistake in the history of their aggressions. To make good 
their failures, they launched a large-scale "limited war", 
committed masses of expeditionary troops to an aggression 
against South Viet Nam, and at the same time started a 
piratical air and naval war of destruction against North 

1. Speech delivered at the EmulnUon Congress of the Antl­
Alrcralt and Air Forces held In early June 1969. 
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Viet Nam - an independent and sovereign state, a member 
of the socialist camp. 

. On the South Viet Nam theatre, they mounted one 
~aJor counter-offensive after another during two succes­
sive dry seasons, which all came to grief. But the heavier 
their s~tbacks, the more frantically they stepped up the 
aggressive war, deploying ever-bigger ground, air and 
naval forces which soon far exceeded the strength origi­
nally intend,ed for a "limited war" 

In the North they carried out frenzied raids and con­
tinually escalated the war as their reverses increased ex­
tending their attacks up to the 19th and 20th parailels 
then to the Northwest, Northeast and Viet Nam-Chin~ 
~rder, and ~nally to Hanoi, our capital, and Haiphong, the 
biggest port m North Viet Nam. 

They mustered a fairly big modern air force based in 
Thailand and on aircraft carriers, together with artillery 
of various types operated from on board the Seventh Fleet 
and from the infantry forces south of the demarcation line. 
They mounted nearly 100,000 strikes against our beloved 
North Viet Nam, using more than one million tons of bombs 
and shells. They tried all kinds of hardware in their arse­
nal such as bombs and shells, rockets, steel-pellet bombs 
napalm and magnetic bombs, and all the other most up~ 
to-date and murderous weapons at their disposal short of 
nuclear ones. 

The U.S. imperialists thought that with their modern 
air and naval forces and the huge amount of bombs and 
she!ls whi~h they believed noU1ing would resist, they could 
easily achieve their strategic objectives and finally subdue 
our people and bring to fruition their scheme of neo­
colonialist aggression. 

But they were grossly mistaken. 
,They thought that our determination would be shaken 

within a few weeks and our people would give in. But, 
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contrary to their expectation, the fiercer their strikes, the 
deeper our people's hatred for the U.S: aggressors and the 
firmer the resolve of our entire army and people t,o defeat 
them. True, the aggressors had made careful and compre­
hensive calculations, banking heavily on the effectiveness 
of their modern armoury. However, there was one hard 
reality they had failed to take into account, that is : tile 
Vietnamese· people are a heroic people who have since time 
immemorial never bowed to any invade,· and who have 
in less tlw.n three decades defeated Japanese fascism and 
French imperialism one after tile other, and are now 
staunchly fi.ghting and keeping in check the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors. 

The U.S. imperialists believed that with the force of 
their weaponry they could within a short period of time 
destroy all our land and water communications, com­
pletely sever North from South Viet Nam and realize their 
dark design of preventing the North Vietname.se from 
fulfilling their sacred duty to their Southern kith and kin. 
But reality has completely baffled their plans. The more 
their raMs Intensified, the warmer the militant solidarity 
between North and South, the closer the North Vietnam­
ese stood by their beloved countrymen in the South, and 
the more zealously they fulfilled their duty as the great 
rear area toward the great fighting front. Viet NaT11 is one 
country, the Vietnamese are one nation.; no force can drive 
them apart. 

In the "All for defeating the U.S. aggressors" and 
"Nothing is more precious than independence and free­
dom" spirit the North Vietnamese people have constantly 
turned their thoughts toward their Southern kindred, and 
have discharged with merit their sacred duty toward the 
liberation cause in the other half of their beloved country. 

The U.S. imperialists expected that with the for­
midable destructive power of their modern air and naval 
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forces, they could promptly bring our people's economic 
and cultural life to a standstill and cause serious damage 
to our national defence potential and our socialist con­
struction. But what happened upset their calculations. In 
the flame of the fighting and in the flush of its victory 
over the w.ar of destruction, North Viet Nam grew ever 
steadier and stronger. Agricultural and industrial produc­
tion has remained stable and even developed. Communica­
tions and transport have been safeguarded. Cultural, educa­
tional and medical activities have increased. The national 
defenc.e forces have consolidated and grown considerably. 
Even in wartime, the people's life has continued unper­
turbed and the army's needs have been adequately met. 
The moral and political unity of our entire people has 
become stronger than ever before. With snch marvellous 
achievements in fighting and in production the socialist 
regime has unmistakably proved its superiority and great 
vitality. The North has brought into full play its role as 
the base of the revolution for the whole country and as 
the great rear area for the great fighting front. 

In com.bat, the Nortll has grown steadier than ever 
before and has become our ,teel rampart. This we can 
rightly take pride in. Friends from foreign countries who 
visited North Viet Nam were astonished by the strong 
vitality of our nation and the miraculous revolutionary 
optimism of our people. Such a nation, such a people, under 
a socialist regime, will surely defeat any enemy. 

The main goal of the U.S. imperialists' war of destruc­
tion against the North was tQ.. effectively co-ordinate actions 
with their expeditionary troops in the South Viet Nam 
theatre of operations and realize their aggressive design 
there. 

After years of U.S. intensified aggressive war in both 
parts of our country, big changes have occurred in the 
South Viet Nam situation. The more the U.S. imperialists 
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stepped up their aggressive war, the heavier their failures ; 
the more our people persisted in their resistance, the 
greater their victories. Especially since early spring 1968, 
under the banner of the National Front for Liberation, the 
heroic people and Liberation Army in the South have been 
mounting wave after wave of widespread offensives and 
uprisings against the enemy, springing powerful, ,continual 
and many-sided attacks - military and political- in towns 
and country, in the plains and hill-forests areas ; the liber­
ated areas. have been expanded and people's revolution­
ary power set up throughout South Viet Nam. The gene­
ralized of!ensives and uprisings have won tremendous and 
unprecedented successes on every side, upsetting the 
strategic battle array of the enemy, rocking their rear 
area and shaking their aggressive will. They have forced 
the U.S. imperialists to put an end to the counter-offensive 
sta.ge of their" limited war" on the South Viet Nam theatre, 
switrh on to the defensive and the "clear and hold" 
strategy, and muster the major part of their forces for the 
defence of the towns and important bases. 

In early spri.ng this year, at the very moment when 
the Nixon administration, which had just assumed office, 
was at a loss to find a solution to the Viet Nam problem, 
the armed forces and people in the South staged a new 
wave of attacks, powerful and well-timed, striking hard 
at the U.S. aggres-sors in many skilfully prepared and 
highly efficient actions. These repeated assaults prove 
that the l<n1ger they fight the stronger the South Viet 
Nam armed forces and people become, and speH out the 
great ability of South Viet Nam - the bulwark of the 
fatherland - to deliver powerful and continuous blows, 
and it& determination to press its attacks till final t>ictory. 

Turning our thoughts to the heroic South we warmly 
hail the great victories of our fourteen million beloved 
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countrymen, of the heroic Liberation Armed Forces, the 
pride of our entire people. 

Having bitterly failed in their war effort and confront­
ed with innumerable difficulties not only on the Viet Nam 
battlefield but also at home and in the world, the U.S. 
imperialists were forced to reconsider their unjust war 
condemned by all progressive mankind They had to enter 
into talks with the delegates of the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam ancrthe South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation. This was something they 
had not envisaged when they sent massive numbers of ag­
gressor troops to our country. This was one more aspect of 
their political passiveness in the face of the radiant justice 
and great strength of our nation. Recently the N.F.L. put 
forward its ten-point overall solution to the Viet Nam prob­
lem together with very sound and serious principles 
which further aggravated the U.S. imperialists' and their 
flunkeys' embarrassment. 

The U.S. imperialists attacked the North in the hope 
of extricating themselves from their predicament in the 
South, but they met with bitter setbacks in both parts of 
our country. On the South Viet Nam theatre the heroic 
people and Liberation Armed Forces inflicted reverse after. 
reverse upon 1,200,000 troops of the U.S. imperialists and 
their henchmen. This marvellous exploit was a telting blow 
at the U.S. imperialists' scheme of aggression and a -very 
important contribution to defeating their war of destruc­
tion in North Viet Nam. The aggressol's were driven to 
unconditionally cease their bombardments in the North. It 
was the failure not only of the war of destruction but 
also of Rn important part of the "limited war" strategy 
and of this strategy itself. It is safe to say that they have 
now tacitly admitted the bankruptcy of their "limited 
war" strategy and are forced to consider an " honourable" 

' 
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settlement and of "de-Americanizing" the war. ls "de­
Americanization" a new manceuvre ? Surely the U.S. impe­
rialists have not forgotten that they have once used non­
American forces - the puppet army and administration -
in the "special war", and having failed miserably, they 
had, out of passiveness, to take the decision to ••Ameri­
canize" the war. Now that the "limited war" has gone 
bankrupt, they hope to turn the tide by resorting to the old 
trick of ude-Americanizing" or "Vietnamizing" the war. 
Both the U.S. and ·puppets have failed to gain a position 
of strength and have sustained more setbacks in the process. 
Yet they now want to put into effect a plan for a "phased 
withdrawal" of U.S. forces, with a view to replacing them 
by puppet troops and securing a position of strength. It is 
clear that they are plunging deeper into an impass, a 
quagmire and a losing position. 

Our people ate determined to continue foiling all their 
new schemes and keep up our resistance till final victory. 
And this war against U.S. aggression, for national salva­
tion - the biggest in our nation's history against foreign 
aggression - will dash to the ground the myth of U.S. 
invincible military and economic strength. Our people's 
war is beating off and will surely defeat completely the 
neo-colonialist aggressive war of the U.S. imperialists. 

11 - SHJNING EXAMPLES OF 

REVOLUTIONARY HEROISM 

Under the leadership of our Party headed by our 
beloved and venerated President Ho Chi Minh, the people's 
armed forces in the North have upheld the tradition of 
resolute fighting until victory, of loyalty to the Party and 
devotion lo the people, and have gloriously fulfilled their 
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duty of crushing the American imperialists' war of de­
str1.4ction so as to make a worthy contribution to the great 
victory of our nation. 

The anti-ai,·craft forces of our three kinds of armed 
forces in all localities, from the militia or self-defence 
member holding the plough or the hammer iin one hand 
and! the gun in the other, or fighting on a permanent basis 
in the battlefields, to the anti-aircraft and air force units, 
have achieved very brilliant exploits and, together with 
the entire army and people, shot down nearly 3.300 1 Ameri­
can planes, got the better of the modem air force, and 
sunk or burnt hundreds of warships and commando boats 
of the topmost imperialist power. These are most glorious 
feats of arms. At this congress, it is very grat~fying for w 
to commend all cadres and fighters of our he,-oic people's 
armed forces, of the anti-aircraft, infantry, artillery, en­
gineer, transport, signal, naval and other units on the 
collective exploits achieved. 

We all wann:ly congratulate our anti-aircraft artillery 
and missile units, air force, radar and other units of the 
anti-aircraft and air forces for their very important part 
in the victory over the U.S. air force. They have displayed 
revolutionary heroism, their resolve to fight and win, their 
splendid courage, great vigilance, intelligence and creative 
power ; they have constantly improved their technique 
and tactks and devised skilful fighting methods to foil 
the perfidious technical tricks of the American aggressors 
and shot down nearly all types of their most up-to-date 
pla:nes. 

Promoting their spirit. of ·•aiming right at the enemy", 
many anti-aircraft gunners and units have recorded out ­
standing achievements. They are the heroic Company No. 1, 

I. Up to June 5, 1009 when the speech w11s delivel"ed, 3,294 U.S. 
JIJUll(•S had be<en downed. (Pub.) 
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the Hong Linh unit credited with the highest record of 200 
planes downed, the Xung l{ich unit which fought with 
extraordinary perseverance and courage on the strategic 
commlllnicatlons front. Many comrades such as chief gunner 
Nguyen Huy Hong who, seriously wounded, continued to 
fight heroically, chief gunner Bui Xuan Chien who rushed 
Into the flames to keep up the fighting. These comrades 
have set shining examples of revolutionary heroism. 

Our young but heroic missile force has grown rapidly 
to maturity. Many units and operators recorded great feats 
such as the heroic Section No. 61, the Section No. 64 which 
grounded the highest number of American aircraft (over 
40), the Song Da unit with 137 planes downed to its credit, 
the Nam Trieu and Ha Long units with a score of over 
100 aircraft each, army hero Nguyen Tuyen and others who 
have ceaselessly improved their scientific and technical 
levels thanks to their revolutionary ardour. 

Our nascent but heroic air force, true to ita tradition 
of winning every battle has scored valiant exploits : The 
heroic Company No. 1 downed over 60 aircraft, Company 
No. 2 over 50, Sao Do unit over 100. Besides heroes Tran 
Hanh, Nguyen Van Bay and Lam Van Lich, many other 
comrades fought most valiantly and skilfully, and per­
formed brilliant feats such as Nguyen Van Coe who blasted 
9 planes, Ha Van Chuc who broke into an enemy forma­
tion of 36 aircraft and grounded the leading one manned 
by a colonel, thus checking the attack. 

Our radar operators, courageous and constantly vigi­
lant, have never ceased to improve their technical level 
and proved capable of spotting the enemy •' from afar, 
rapidly, accurately and thoroughly"; they have fought 
tirelessly by their oscilloscopes and recorded ever greater 
achievements ; among others we can mention such distin­
guished units as Companies Nos. 11 and 19 and such able 
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operato1·s as Pham Si Yeng, Do Ngoan, Nguyen Van Giang 
and Tran Vinh Quang. 

. Signal, engineer, transport, ar·moury and other support 
units, offices and schools have displayed great combative­
ness and efficiently served the fighting, making an impor­
tant contribution to the common victory. 

Our heroic anti-aircraft and air forces have accom­
plished the task entrusted them by the Partv and the 
people with splendid success and earned the ·confidence 
and love of our armed forces and people. 

We are very J)Toud of our f~Uow-countrymen who 
~ave spared no effort and even sacrificed their lives in help­
~g the armymen and, together with them, in taking part 
m _the fighting. They have spent millions of work-days to 
bwld defence positions and roads t.o haul guns carry am­
munition, and tend the wounded Without ~he ~hole­
hearted assistance and encouragement of the population 
of ~arty organizations, government bodies and mass organi~ 
za_ti_ons ~f various localities, and of people of various nation­
ahties, 1t would have been impossible for our army to 
perform such outstanding exploits .. 

The victories won by our armed forces are closel 
associated with the success of precautions'against air rai~ 
taken _by the civilian air defence. Our compatriots have 
d~g millions of air raid shelters nnd tens of thousands of 
kilo~etres of communication trenches ; by efficiently or­
ganwng an alert system and a thorough dispersal they 
reduced the losses caused by the enemy to the minimum 
Thus, highly favourable conditions were created to fight 
the adversary and foil their objectives. 

The successes of our armed forces and people are 
closely associated with our achievements in production, 
tra,isport and cominu,1ications a11d in the cultural, ,nedi<'al 
and other branches. In production, our people displayed 
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courage and perseverance, unceasingly improved their 
technique and increased their Jabour productivity, over­
came natural calamities and the havoc wrought by the 
enemy and satisfied all the requirements of our resistance. 
More particularly, as of late the enemy concentrated their 
attacks on the communication lines, and as a result the 
fighting unfolded most fiercely. With the spirit "to mend 
the roads immediately after the enemy destroy them" 
and "when the vehicles cannot pass, even houses are dis­
manUed to repair the road", the forces in charge of trans­
port and communications and the population have fought 
very heroically and gloriously carried the day. Thanks to 
the valiant struggle and strenuous efforts of our people in 
all branches, organs and localities to repel enemy raids 
and overcome difficulties and hardships in order to win 
on all fronts, we have recently recorded great successes in 
every field 

Once again, we warmly haU and praise the tremen­
dous achievement& of our people in all localitie• and on 
all fronts. We express our profound gratitude and rupect 
to tl&em who, under tile leadership of our Party, have 
given u., added ,trength to def eat the enemy. 

Ill - OUR PARTY'S CORRECT LINE : 

FOUNTAIN-HEAD OF ALL OUR SUCCESSES 

All the great successes of our people odginate from 
the correct revolutionary line and the sound leadership of 
our Party headed by President Ho Chi Minh. 

Our Party has laid down its revolutionary line by 
correctly and creatively applying Marxism-Leninism to the 
concrete conditions of the revolution and of revolutionary 
war in our country. 
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That is the line of "promoting the socialist revolution 
in the North and at the same time the national people's 
democratic revolution in the South, achieving the reuni­
fication of the country on the basis of independence and 
democracy, building a peacefµl, reunified, independent, 
democratic and prosperous Viet Nam, thereby contributing 
effectively to the strengthening of the socialist camp and 
to the defence of peace in Southeast Asia and the world". 

That is the line of revolutionary war in a country with 
no large territory and population, but carried out by a 
heroic people - who possess a time-honoured tradition of 
building and defending their country, who have stood up 
time and again to fight and defeat enemies many times 
stronger than themselves economically and militarily - for 
their independence and freedom, for socialism. 

This line, imbued with the radical revolutionary spirit 
of the working class, is the application of an offensive 
strategy to the concrete conditions of the present epoch ; 
it is imbued with a constant determination to attack the 
enemy, to repel them step by step and smash them part by 
part so as to crush them completely and secure final victorv 
for the revolution. That line gives full play to the arde,;t 
patriotism of our people, and at the same time is permeated 
with genuine proletarian internationalism. Our Party has 
always upheld the spirit of self-help, of relying mainly 
on our own strength while highly valuing the devoted 
assistance of the fraternal countries and the sympathy and 
support of all progressive mankind. That line is a condens­
ed expression of our Party's spirit of independence and 
sovereignty and stems from its sense of political respon­
sibility for the revolutionary cause of our people and 
nation. 

The fundamental point of our Party's line of revolu­
tionary war is this : tlte whole people, the tvhole countru 
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Jight:i the aggressors with the people's armed forces as the 
hard core. By mobilizing the entire people to resist aggres­
sion, by bringing people's war to a very high level, and by 
displaying unprecedented courage and creative power, our 
Party has firmly grasped the rule of revolutionary war in 
Viet Nam, thus generating a mighty force to get the better 

of any aggressor. 

Deeply confident of the people's invincible strength 
and indomitable will in face of U.S. imperialism- an enemy 
possessed of a tremendous potential and, in addition, utter­
ly cruel and perfidious - our Party has always seen 
through the nature and scheme of the enemy, their general 
strategic intentions as well as their political ~anreuvr~s 
and concrete tactics. It has accurately appraised their 
strong and weak points, their innumerable contradictions 
and insurmountable difftcullies, and has made a scientific 
analysis of the rules of the U.S. neo-colonialist war of 
aggression. In this aggressive war, nll strategic schemes 
of neo-colonialism have been foiled one after another by 
the powerful offensives of people's wa1·. The failure of 
their "special war" compelled the U.S. imperialists to 
wage a "limited war". Their bitter defeats in the South 
drove them to launch a war of destruction in the North. 
Their reverses forced them to escalate and it is their losses 
which led them to de-esc~late in their war of destruction. 
The more reckless they were, the heavier setbacks they 
suffered as a result of our people's strong offensives. Ob­
durate in escalation they met with defeats ; obdurate and 
frenzied in de-escalation they met with still more humi­
liating ones. That is a blind alley which will inevitably lead 
them to complete failure. That is the in•evocable de·velop­
ment process of the U.S imperialists' aggressive tvar, and 

it has the character of ci rule. 
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The military line in our people's war against the U.S. 
neo-colonialists' war of aggression has these marked char­
acteristics : 

The spirit of sustained, resolute and all-round offensive 
against the enemy. To strike the enemy with all our forces : 
basing ourselves on the valiant spirit and intelligence of 
the Vietnamese people who have reached a high level of 
political consciousness and nre very closely united, to vigor­
ously develop the efficiency of 'all kinds of weapons at our 
disposal, use all forms of struggle and combat methods and 
hit the enemy everywhere and at any time. To constantly 
attack and wipe out the enemy while seeing to the preser­
vation and development of our own forces so that we 
become stronger and score more successes as we fight. 

The capability to ,trike a big force with a small force, 
the courage to confront and defeat an opponent disposing 
of modem war means with weapons which are in most 
cases unsophJsticated, to use seasoned troops and clever 
combat methods to fight an enemy superior in number and 
equipped with modern armaments. Imbued with such a 
spirit and devising e.rcellent fighting tactics, our people 
and armed force, alway, hold the initiative of operation, 
against the enemy, 1littin.g them dcv,utatingly from a 
position of ,tren.gth. 

In the South, under the sound leadership of the Nation­
al Front for Liberation, our people, millions acting as one 
man, have taken up arms and launched a strategic offen­
sive by making use of both political and revolutionary 
armed forces, of the regular army, regional troops and 
militia and guerillas, of all weapons available, rudi­
mentary, improved and modern ; they have co-ordinat­
ed armed struggle with political action, military opera­
tions with uprisings, military and political offensives 
with persuasion work among the enemy troops, used 
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various <.-ombat methods - fielding small-, medium­
size and big units in all the three strategic areas : hill­
forests, plains and urban centres. The South Viet Nam 
people and armed forces have skilfully used the method of 
opposing a small force to a bigger one, concentrating an 
appropriate troop strength when need be, using a highly 
effective force, striking hard and telling blows at the ene­
my's manpower, war means and rear bases, in order to cause 
them ever heavier losses while we grow stronger in the 
fighting and win bigger successes. 

In the Nortll, to worst the U.S. war of destruction, our 
people have developed an enormous flghting potential. To 
defend the North and fulfil their duty as the great rear 
area to the great fighting front in the South, our people 
and armed forces have thwarted all the frenzied efforts of 
the- Americun aggressors and scored brilliant successes. 

Our P11rty has energetically aroused the patriotism and 
love for socialism of the entire people, and called on our 
armed forces and people to enhance their determination 
to fight, bring into full play their revolutionary heroism, 
surmount all difficulties and hardships, make sacriflces 
and endure losses, in order to mobilize and organize the 
people's forces in the flght against the invader. 

Hence, the entire people have taken part in the 
struggle in a well-organized manner. Prompted by deep 
hatred for the enemy, our army has made good use of 
ever more sophisticated weapons and l'qUipment and 
devised highly efficient combat methods. In the course of 
the fighting theu have developed to the utmost their 
offensive spirit, searc11ed tlie enemy to beat them, grasped 
the rule governing t11eir actitritie, and the characteristic, 
and capabilities of ottr own forces, tlten acted with deter­
mination, secrecy and suddenness to engage the enemy and 
wipe them out. All this has enabled us to avail ourselves 
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of the adversary's moves to hit them back, depriving their 
attacks of all or part of their efficiency while con­
stantly keeping our initiative of operations. We have 
thus made notable progress in our efforts to oppose 
a smaller force to a bigger one and to co-ordinate 
small engagements with medium-size and big ones. Where 
and when we grasp this fighting method, there and then 
we can obtain the greatest success, continually harass the 
enemy, destroy their manpower and foil all their tactical 
manamvres and schemes. 

Everywhere in our country, an our three kinds of 
armed forces have defeated the enemy. Our militiamen 
and guerillas, young or old, men or women, have downed 
enemy jets and captured American pilots. Each rifle, 
machine-gun, heavy gun, missile-launching-pad or modern 
plane at our brave and resourceful fighters' disposal has 
been brought into full play ; even rifles can successfully 
·cope with modem U.S. jet planes. 

Being aware of the enemy's perfidious scheme to check 
our communications and transport and sever the relations 
between our rear area and our fighting front, we have set 
our army and people to fight on the communications and 
transport front considered as an emergency central task. 
With gallantry, perseverance and commendable creative­
ness our people have remarkably fulfilled th~ir task on 
this front, frustrating the above-mentioned scheme of the 
enemy. 

The adversary plotted to cause us heavy losses in life 
and property and to wreck our economic potentialities and 
national defence. Pnrallel to the participation in the fight­
ing, our people have made great efforts to effectively pre­
serve their forces. The dispersal of civilians and precau­
tions against air raids have proved their efliciency in tht: 
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protection of the lives and property of the population and 
their tremendous significance in our victorious resistance. 

We have changed the orientation of economic construc­
tion in wartime, strengthen regional industry, ensure pro­
duction while fighting and continue to build socialism, in 
order to satisfy the immediate needs of the war and to 
meet the long-range requirements of socialist construction 
In the North. In the thick of the fight, the socialist relations 
of production have not only been maintained but they have 
also developed their great efficiency in the enhancement of 
our people's material and moral strength to defeat U.S. 
aggression and to build socialism. Our people have ful­
filled this glorious task with a high political consciousness 
tempered in the process of socialist construction in the 
North. Whereas our resistance war against the French 
coloninlists was conducted with a people's democratic 
economy, today, for the first time in our long history we 
are waging a war of resistance for national salvation 
against the American imperialists under a socialist regime. 
Through the trials oj the toar t11e socialist sustem has 
proved its excellence and stability. 

Since the outset of the U.S. predatory war against the 
North. our Party realized that the aim of the aggressors 
was t~ stave off the U.S. puppet predicament in the South 
Viet Nam theatre ~nd it has therefore called on the entire 
people to devote their heart and strength to the fight 
against the aggressors with a view to liberating the South 
and defending the North. Our fellow-countrymen in the 
South and their Liberation armed forces have put up a 
stubborn struggle : against a blow dealt at the North, the 
enemy received ten at the hand of the South Viet Nam 
people and armed forces who have thus won bigger and 

bigger successes. 
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It is in these conditions that our a1·med forces and 
people in the North have unceasingly heightened their 
combativeness, caused ever heavier losses to the enemy, 
foUed all their strategic schemes and political and tactical 
manamvres, compelling them to unconditionally halt the 
bombing of the North and resign themselves to total failure 
in their war of destruction. 

Such are the new developments in 01,r Party's line of 
revolutionary war and coitduct •f war. The mapping out 
and development of this line has been a great achievement 
in the application of the fundamental principles of Marx­
ism-Leninism concerning war and armed forces to the 
concrete conditions of our country. Our people have pro­
moted to a higher level the traditional indomitability, the 
heroism and combat skill of a people who have defeated 
powerful aggressor armies in the course of their long 
history. 

The soundness of the revolutionary and military lines 
of our Party has been demonstrated by the successes 

. recorded on the battlefield. These lines are the very source 
of our indomitable strength and of all om· victories. 

Vietnamese military science is an adva:nced one, which 
has been outwitting the strategies and tactics of the im­
perialist war of aggression and the outmoded military 
thought of an imperialist power which, though possessed 
of a tremendous economic and military potential, is on 
the wane and will continue to weaken in the inP.vitable 
development process of history at the present time. 

In the revolutionary struggle of our people for inde­
pendence, for the reunification of their country and for 
socialism, Vietnamese military science has brought into 
play its far-reaching and proved its 1mc,uestional1le superi­
ority over the military thought of the imperialists, as well 
ns its tremendous combativeness and invincible strength. 
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IV - LET US VALIANTLY MARCH FORWARD TO BRING 
OUR STRUGGLE AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION, FOR 

NATIONAL SALVATION, TO TOTAL VICTORY 

The ultimate defeat of the U.S. imperialists is a fore­
gone conclusion. The longer they drag on the war, the 
heavier setbacks they will incur. But they are still very 
obdurate and do not want to give up their aggressive 
designs upon our country. 

Though compelled to talk about an "honourable" set­
tlement of the war, the U.S. imperialists are feverishly 
stepping up their aggression, exerting every effort to 
retrieve their situation by "de-Americanizing" the war 
step by step, and continuing their attempt to impose neo­
colonialism on South Viet Nam and prolong the partition 
of our country. In their passive, defensive posture and 
serious predicament, they are doing their best to reinforce 
their defences, frantically shore up the crumbling puppet 
army in all respects, rally the forces on their payroll and 
breathe life into them in an attempt to bolster up the 
puppet Thieu-Ky-Huong administration. At the same time, 
they are frenziedly using B. 52s, bombs and shells and 
toxic chemicals to devastate the liberated zone, launching 
repented military operations and stepping up the so-called 
"accelerated pacification" program to repress, persecute 
and massacre our fellow-countrymen. While drifting toward 
ultimate defeat the U.S. imperialists still nurture the illu­
sion that they can check the advance of the South Viet 
Nam armed forces and peop]e who in the impetus of their 
victories, are dashing toward final victory. 

Meanwhile, in the North, they stubbornly go on with 
their acts of war, carrying on reconnaissance flights and 
provocations, perpetrating other crimes, encroac.hing upon 
the sovereignty and threatening the security of the 
D.R.V.N., and continuing to dispatch spies and commandos 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



3!! VO NOUYl::N OIAP - SELECTED WRtr1NOS 

to devastate socialist North Viet Nam. For all thefr failures 
in four years of the war of destruction, they have not yet 
renounced their dark designs upon the North. 

Jt'or the independence and reunification of the country, 
and for socialism, we pledge ourselves to strictly imple­
ment the teaching of President Ho Chi Minh : .. so long 
as a single aggressor remains on our soil, we must fight on 
to sweep him away." Our people throughout the country, 
united as one man, are resolved to rush forward to fight 
the U.S. aggressors till final victory. 

It is the sacred duty of our people, of our nation, to 
completely defeat the U.S. aggressors. All cadres and 
fighters of the people's armed forces show their determi­
nation to fight and to win, heig1iten their vigilance and 
resolutely fulfil all the tasks entrusted them by our Party 
and people. 

All cadres and fighters of the anti-aircraft and air 
forces must be well aware of the new situation and of their 
new tasks, fight stubbornly together with the other arm:; 
and services of the people's armed forces, resolutely smash 
all acts oi war of the enemy, bring down all types of recon­
naissance planes, be constantly prepared to fight, and with 
a strong resolve foil all the perfidious schemes of the 
American imperialists. 

To accomplish these tasks, we must ceaselessly 
strengthen our anti-aircraft and air forces and help them 
acquire great fighting capabilities and a great combat 
efficiency. 

We must bu1ld excellent A.A. artillery : all A.A. bat­
talions should fight as well as, or better than, the Nguyen 
Viet Xunn Battalion ; all A.A. units should fight as well as, 
or better than, the Hong Linh Unit. 

We must build e:rcellent missile units so that all ils 
units can fight as well as, or better than, the heroic Sections 
No. 61 and No. 64 or the Song Da Unit. 
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We must build an excellent air force so that all its 
units can fight as well as, or better than, heroic Company 
No. 1 and Company No. 2 or the Sao Do Unit. 

We must build e:rcellent radar units so that they can 
detect the enemy in good time whenever they intrude into 
our air space. 

We must consolidate all our services, paying adequate 
attention to technical and logistic bases. 

The standpoint of our Party on the building of the arm­
ed forces is constantly to attach the utmost importance to 
raising their fighting capabilities and combat efficiency. 
Only by so doing can we successfully fight a big force with 
a small one, vanquish an aggressive and numerous force 
with modern equipment by a not-so-large force with not­
so-modern equipment and get the better of an army of 
the topmost imperialist power which disposes of the great­
est economic and military potentials In the capitalist world. 
Only by so doing can we promote the fighting tradition of 
our forefathers and grasp the spirit and content of Viet• 
namese military science. 

The yardstick to measure the fighting capabilities of an 
army is the combat efficiency of its units. Should all our 
air force companies be able to destroy over 60 enemy air• 
craft as the heroic Company No. 1 did, should all our missile 
units be able to knock out of our skies over 40 planes· as 
did one of them, shoWd all our A.A. artillery battalions be 
able to destroy over 120 aircraft as the Nguyen Viet Xuan 
Battalion did, even with their present number, our anti­
aircrnft and air forces would have fighting capabilities five, 
ten or more times stronger. This means that the fighting 
capabilities of our army would be considerably multiplied. 
And this is what we are exert.ing ourselves to achieve a 
realistic goal thaL all cadres and fighters of our anti-air­
craft and air forces must attain at any cost. 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



VO NGUYEN GIAI' - st;u;e,,-.Eo WJll'rlNCS 

First and foremost, 1L'e must g1'asp the mtlitary line 
and operational thought of the Party. This is the line _of 
people's war developed to a high degree where the entire 
people fi.~ht and are vnliant fighters ; this is the thought 
of resolutely attacking the enemy to wipe them out,. of 
striking them without respite and on all planes, actmg 
with initiative, secrecy, suddenness, determination, courage 
and resourcefulness and using a small force aga,nst a 
bigger one, so as to achieve ever higl\er combat efficiency 
and winning ever greater victories. 

OrganizatiOflally, our troops must be well seaso1ied, 
very strong, built up and equipped in a,·cordanee with ~h_e 
requirements of our combat methods. They must be politi­
cally and ideologically steadfast, and thoroughly conver­
sant with technique and tactics ; they must perfect the 
organization of their command, be appropriately equipped, 
and enjoy good material and technical conditions, espe­
cially as far as arms and services with modem equipment 
like the anti-aircraft and air forces are concerned. The 
officers in particular must be highly qualified, evince revo­
lutionary virtues, master technique and tactics, show a 
grim determination to fight, and prove equal to their task 
as commanders, capable of leading their units to victory. 

Your emulation congress has highlighted a great many 
examples set by army units and individual fighters _in 
combat and in training. For the congress to develop its 
great impact, it is necessary to review more concretely and 
more penetratingly the experiences of the most representa­
tive units and from these experiences draw guide-lines 
and prln~iples in order to enrich our Party's military 
thought, improve our combat methods an~ achieve gre~ler 
achievements and feats of arms. This is a very good basis to 
strengthen our anti-aircraft and air forces, and improve 
their fighting capabilities so tllat they can become an 
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excellent arm, capable of defeating any enemy and effect­
ively defending the beloved skies of our heroic Viet Nam. 

* 
A very great and heavy task faces our people through­

out the country, that of making aU-out efforts to bring 
our resi$ta11ce against U.S. aggreuion, for national sah:a­
tio11, to complete victory. 

Our countrymen and the liberation armed forces in 
lhe heroic South are rw,hing ahead like tidal waves, push­
ing up their attacks, and winning great victories, thus land­
ing the American imperialists in an ever graver losing 
poslUnn 311d passive posture. For the liberation of South 
Viet Nam, for the reunification of our country, for social­
ism, and for the fulfilment of. our lofty internationalist 
obllgaUon, our armed forces and people in the North are 
exerting the greatest efforts to fight in order to defend the 
North, puah ahead socialist construction and accomplish 
thelr Mered duty u the great rear area toward the great 
fi1hUn1 front. 

Never have the Vietnamese people &een confronted 
with auch a historic and Rlorious task as today. 

Never have they deployed their combat strength with 
such an Impetus. 

Under the banner of the Party headed by our beloved 
and venerated President Ho Chi Minh, all our cadres and 
ftghten in the people's armed forces in general and the 
anti-aircraft and air forces in particular will courageously 
march fortoard together with our people all 01,er the cou1t­
tr11 in order to carry through our glorious mission and 
record tl&e most shining exploits in the history of our 
resistance agaimt aggression : to completely defeat tile 
American aggreuor,, liberate tile South, defend the North 
and advance toward the reunification. of the cottntry. 
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CHAPTER II 

PEOPl,E'S WAR AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 1 

Today you are meeting to discuss the review of four 
years of people's war versus the war of destruction in th~ 
various regions of the North, I am very gla~ to addres;; 
your meeting. Let me convey the cordial greetings of Presi­
dent Ho Chi Minh, the Party Central Committee a~d t~e 
Central Military Committee to all the participanb rn this 
congress and all cadres and fighters of the regional armed 
forces to all our fellow-countrymen and all cadres and 

' . Party members in the various regions. 
On many previous occasions I have talked about peo­

ple's war versus the U.S. war of destruction in the ~~rth 
as a whole. Today I would like to deal with the br_illwnt 
s11cceue1 and immense strength of people's war t~ the 

· h · · th various provinces various regions of the Nort , 1.e. m e . • 
and take this opportunity to set forth some view~ ~bout 
the progress, new potentialities, and important pos1t10n of 

regional militanJ work. . 
Ovei- the past years, under the direct leadersJnp of 

the regional Party organiz~tions, the gallant fight and 

t . labour of our people and armed fOTces accounted 
crea ive 1 . t f +he 
fM a u,orthy part in the common ac nevemen s ~ • a,· 
North and of the country ns a toJiole, ~d our peoples w 
in various regions attained a rather high level. 

·-- -- U Co ference to1· Swiuning Up the Four 
1. Speech delivered al ie t n the US War of Destruction, held 

Years of Victorious Resistance O • • 
by the 3rd Military Zone In July 1969. 
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The people's war versus the war of destruction was a 
nation-wide and all-sided resistance with new features. 
Hence the abundant and valuable experiences gathered by 
the various regions in all fields. 

The first experience consists in having the entire peo­
ple fight the enemy, in having the entire people hit back 
at enemy aircraft to defend our airspace, and at enemy 
vessels to defend our te1·ritorial waters, in conducting tvar­
time mobil.ization in such a way as to expand our regular 
troops and at the same time to build and develop our 
regional armed fo,-ces, and make comprehensive p1·epara­
tions to guard against the expansion by the enemy of the 
"limited war" of aggression to the whole country. 

As the war goes on, the various regions have continued 
to maintain and boost production and to build socialism, 
the immediate aim being to help bring the resistance to 
victory and the long-term one being to push socialist 
revolution forward. That is why they have also gained ex­
perience in changing the economic orientation, building 
socialism in wartime conditions, and closely combining 
combat duties with the task of building socialism. We must 
stress that this is the first time in our history that people's 
war has been conducted 011 the basis of a socialist regime, 
unlike the former resistance against French aggression and 
the current resistance in the South 11gainst U.S. aggression. 
waged on the basis of a people's democratic regime in the 
liberated areas. 

Another experience of great importance consists in 
strengthening the leadership of regional pn·tty oTganiza­
tions in. m, alt,sidcd way; in combat and production, in 
ideology and organization, so as to bring the powel' of 
people's war inlo full play in all regions. 

'The American imperialists' perfidious design is to r,er­
petunte the division of Olli' country. But in their wur of 
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aggression they have looked upon Viet Nam as one single 
battlefield, thus tacitly and unwittingly admitting that 
Viet Nam is one. They have introduced a large expedi­
tionary force into the South, considering this as the main 
battlefield at -the same time attacking the socialist Norlh 
with air and naval forces, considering it as a batUefleld .. 
'fhat is why the resistance waged by the people and armed 
forces of the North against the American imperialists' war 
of destruction, for the defence+ of the D.R.V.N. is at the 
same time part and parcel of the common resistance waged 
by the entire nation against the limited war of aggression, 
for the defence of the gl'eat rear base of South Viet Nam, 
the grCl'at fighting front. Therefore, the experiences gained 
by people's war in the North in opposi11g the enemy's war 
of destruction are also those gained by people's war again.st 
their "limited wat'' of aggre,sion in the socialist rear base. 
Meanwhile, in the South, our countrymen and the Libe1·a­
tion armed forces are getting the better of over 1,200,000 
American and puppet troops, winning great successes, and 
gaining very precious experiences in the fight against Ame­
rican ground, air and naval forces. 

And so the experiences drawn by our people and armed 
forces in both zones of the country are very rich ; they 
complement each other and complete the experiences 
acquired by our entire nation in the resistance against 
American aggression, for national salvation. In practice, 
poople's war in the various regions in both the South and 
the North has proved to contain extremely great poten­
tialities. That is why we must not only sum up the expe-
1·ienr.es obtained in the North but also strive to learn froni 
those secured in the various regions of the South. Only so 
can we substantially strengthen regi0nal military work, 
develop the tremendous power of the regions and con­
tribute to bringing our resistance to complete victory, and 
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nt the same time make good preparations for the long-range 
building of our armed forces anct the consolidation of our 
national defence. 

I - THE PEOPLE AND ARMl!:D FORCES IN ALL REGIONS 
HAVE MADE A WORTHY CONTRIBUTION TO DEFEATING 

TIii!! AMERICAN AGGRESSORS' WAR OF DESTRUCTION 
~ma; 

The summing-up report prepared by the command ol 
lhe military zone is fairly complete and to a degree reflects 
the Ideas of the leadership of the provinces concerned. This 
la very good. I would like to add my comments on the fol­
lowing 1Ubjects : 

'l. The entire people fight the enemy and oppose their 
war ol destruction by air and naval forces. 

2. Wartime mobilization ; building and development of 
regional armed forces. 

3. Change in economic orientation ; building of social­
Ism in the various regions in wartime. 

4. The strengthening of the leadership of regional 
Party organizations. 

I. The enOrc people fight back the air and naval war o[ 

destruction 

Against the U.S. imperialists' modern air and naval 
forces our armed fo~s and countrymen in the North waged 
an unusual people's war : the entire people hit back at 
enemy planes and vessels., carried out defence and 
" dodging" work, and ensured the functioning of commu­
nic'ations and transport. Owing to the particular features 
and specific goals of the war of destruction, the above-
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mentioned three fronts, of which combat was the primary 
one, were closely related to each other and all of them 
actively contributed to defeating the enemy, foiling their 
main design against the North of our country. On these 
fronts worked side by side the anti-aircraft units of the 
regular forces and the regional forces, the communication­
transport-maintenance units at the centre and the pro­
vinces and villages. The forces at the centre played a part 
of utmost importance. The widespread regional forces had 
also 3 very important role. 

a) As regards combat tasks, we successfully imple­
mented this directive : the entire people hit 'bat'k at enemy 
planes, taking the anti-aircraft units of the three armed 
forees as the nucleus. This is a new development in peo­
ple's war in our country. We had acquired experiences in 
our resistance mainly against ground forces, but not against 
air force. With our Party's sound line, our people's deter­
mination, intelligence and creative power, we launched a 
plane-hunting mass movement and achieved splendid 
results. 

Our young anti-aircra# defence and air force devel­
oped by leaps and bounds. Regional anti-aircraft units aJso 
grew more experienced. Militia and self-defence members, 
young and old, men and women, no matter what their 
nationality, in the plains as well as in the hill regions, 
managed to down up-to-date U.S. jets. Regional force11 of 
provinces and districts also grounded enemy planes. Our 
people valiantly fought and served the fighting, captured 
air pirates, built defence works and roads for anti-aircraft 
guns and missiles, helped the army in every respect. We 
used all available weapons from rifles, machine-guns and 
anti-aircraft guns of various calibres up to missiles and 
modern planes. With anti-aircraft units of both the regulnr 
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forces and the widespread regional forces and all kind11 of 
weapons, we wove an extensive network of fire with key 
points, many layers and many directions, to trap enemy 
planes at every altitude, place and moment. The strong 
fire-power in the socialist North inflicted very heavy losses 
on the enemy air force and struck fear into American pilots. 

The impact of the regional armed forces in anti-aircraft 
defence could be felt in the number of enemy planes 
brought down by the militia, self-defence and regional 
forces. Keeping watch round the clock and using auto­
m:itics of various kinds, while working in the fields or in 
the factories, and sometimes simply using rifles, militia 
and self-defence members managed to shoot down modem 
jets : those of Quang Binh province downed over 100 enemy 
planes and many militiawomen also participated in lhis. 
Provincial anti-aircraft units gave a good account of them­
selves, some of them blasting up to 70 or 80 enemy planes­
a high record indeed. 

The impact of the regional armed forces could be seen 
in their co--0rdlnation in combat with the regular anti­
aircraft units to knock down as many enemy planes as 
possible, forming an efficacious flak at different altitudes 
and In different places. 

On the other hand, in the war of destruction, the enemy 
air force was in a position to strike at any target in our 
rear. To cope with the enemy's mobility, we had to build 
an extensive air defence system with focal points. Thanks 
to the close co-ordination between the air defence forces of 
the regular army and of the regional troops, and bel,\•een 
the regional troops and the militia and self-defence forces, 
we satisfactol'ily met that complex comb:it requirement. 

Another major role of the armed forces w:is their im­
portant :issignment in air defence : fighting enemy planes 
flying nt low altitude. The regional forces and militia and 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

... 



-------

42 V O NGUYEN GIAP - SF.LECTED WRITINGS 

self-<lefence units kept watch, detected adverse aircraft 
and helped the people organize air defence, and therefore 
succeeded In protecting their lives and property and de­
fending production, helping them to live a normal life 
under the conditions of a gruelling war. 

The regional armed forces in the coastal areas success­
fully hit back at U.S. vessels and U.S.-puppet commando­
boats. In co-ordination with rfgular artillery units oper­
ating at key centres, regional gunners fired at enemy boats, 
provided cover for the people's activities within their gun's 
range and opened up new possibilities for the regions to 
defend our rather Ieng coast-line. 

Together with the people, regional troops and people's 
security forces honourably discharged their responsibility 
by grounding adverse planes, wiping out commandos, keep­
ing order and security, and foiling the enemy psywar 
moves. 

Along with operations of the regular forces, cour­
ageous and effective actions of the regional armed forces 
stimulated the people's fighting spirit and production zeal, 
and strengthened their determination to defeat American 
aggression, and their confidence in the final victory. 

As regards operationai thinking, the very fact that 
Vietnamese militia and self-defence units were able to 
knock down U.S. jets with infantry weapons bears a very 
important significance. It gives a concrete expression t.o 
the high level of our people's traditional military thinking : 
to fight a big force with a small one and to use all weapons 
available to worst an adversary possessing up-to-date ones 
usua1ly superior to ours. One can sny that the successes 
of our militia and self-defence forces supply part of the 
answer to the question why the Vietnamese people have 
got the better of the Amerkan aggressors. 
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b) Parallel to the directive "The entire people hit 
back at enemy planes and vessels" is this one : "The en.tire 
people a<'tivelv take part in civilian air defence." The past 
years' Oghting has highlighted the extremely important 
lignificance of the civilian air defence which frustrated 
\he enemy's objective and reduced to the minimum nur 
lossn in life and property. 

"To wipe out the enemy so us to defend ourselt,es, to 
preserve our forces to U.'ipe out the enemy," this funda­
mental principle of every war has to be thoroughly grasped 
when opposing a people's war to a war of destruction. 
lnrleC!d, to fight the enemy air force is not like dealing with 
their infantry, especially when one does not yet posi;ess 
a strong air force and long-range missiles to destroy their 
planes on the ground at their bases or on the wing to 
their targets. In these conditions, in order to bring 
our initiative into full play and reduce our losses, 
it is of utmost importance to nullify or lessen the effective­
nt>Ss of the adversary's air strikes, and l)n this basis to 
turn thc.>ir attacks into opportunities for us to 1vipe them 
out. Therefore, targets of eventual enemy strikes must be 
kept secret, protected by defence works, camouflaged, 
scattered and moved from place to place. Civilian air 
defence as well as the change of orientation in economic 
activities have a strategic significance, in the sen~ that 
U1ey aim at neutralizing or diminishing the destructive 
effect of the enemy's raids. The satisfactory functioning of 
civilian air defence makes it possible for the regions to 
carry out fighting, maintain production, keep communica­
tions and transport going for a long time. Moreover, in 
many areas, especially in the southern provinces of the 
Fourth Military Zone, where the adversary intensified their 
attncks during the "limited bombing" period, our losses 
were smaller than previously due to better air defence 
measures. 
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In this domain the people's efforts were truly con• 
siderable. 'fhroughout the North the population dug tens 
of millions of shelters, tens of thousands of communica­
tion trenches, adequately organized first aid, and made 
good the aftermaths of enemy attacks. We evacuated to 
the countryside millions of people living in the places 
worst hit by the enemy and in cities and other urban 
centres, dispE:rsed many factories, offices, storages, schools 
and hospitals. Some provinces played hosts to hundreds of 
thousands of evacuees and helped them in their work and 
life. These were very great achievements: and at the same 
time new experiences of the various regions in this war. 

Civilian air defence work is directly related to the 
people's life, feelings, ways and customs, and to the pro­
duction and combat activities of various bases, government 
services and branches of activities. We must, therefore, 
adequately perform the job of educating the masses, cadres 
and Party members in their tasks and of conducting deep 
and broad political mobilization, and at the same time pay 
the utmost attention to organizational work, relying on 
the socialist relations of production, and, in rural areas, 
mainly on the co-operatives. Once the task of reinforcing 
civilian air defence is set forth, we must engage in or­
ganizational work, adopt concrete measures and correct 
policies with a view to fulfilling this task. We must have 

·manpower to dig trenches and shelters (for instance the 
. trench-digging teams of the co-ops) , elaborate policies to 
ensure in every way good conditions for this activity, 
adopt a sound line in building shelters, for instance build­
iing priority shelters for fnmilies of war invalids and war 
martyrs, organize first-aid and transport of the wounded, 
adopt concrete lines and policies concerning evacuation 
and dispersion, etc. In many regions, effective models of 
shelters have been worked out and popularized, as well 
as effident material and technical means which have made 
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tt pouible to build helter shelters with less labour. In the 
recent period, our people have built many types of highly 
effective shelters against the American imperialists' savage 
bombing and shelling : individual shelters, collective shel­
ters, shelters for catUe, shelters Ior movable property, 
mobile shelters in the fields, shelters in sandy beaches, and . 
10lld 11nd complex 11helter systems. 

Co-ordinating the resistance against the war of destruc­
tion with the preparations against the enemy's eventual 
expanding of the "limited war," many regions paid atten­
tion to coupling the building of shelters with the erection 
or combat villages. 

Civilian air defence was very successful and has de­
monstrated our people's engineering capacities and the 
immense inventive power of people's wu•. 

c) The communications and transport front was also 
an important part of the people's war against the war of 
destruction. 

One of the enemy's major objectives was to strike at 
our communications and transport and check all assistance 
of the great rear to the great fighting front. To this effect, 
the adversary at times concentrated three-fourths of their 
air attacks. The military report of Grant Sharp, U.S. com­
mander in the Pacific, revealed his vicious schemes and 
measures and strenuous efforts to bomb scattered targets 
as well as network!. of targets, especially our most im­
portant communication lines. This report also admitted the 
bitter U.S. failure on this front, where our people's feats 
were remarkable. 

Indeed, they unmistakably spelled out the grim deter­
mination to outwit the enemy, the courage, cleverness and 
organizational skill of the regional armed forces and people. 
The entire people were mobilized to maintain communica­
tiom and transport in good order ur.der all circumstanc-es, 
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this being regarded a.-r a central emergency task. To repair 
what the enemy fiercely destroyed was a real combat job, 
especially in a ~untry with an intricate terrain, so many 
rivers, bridges and roads difficult of access. To get the 
better of the enemy here, one must have a tight hold 011 

all the forces of transport, of road,-builcling and road­
mending, and of self-defence to protect the communica­
tion lines. Leadership in this task became part of military 
art, which requires a good upderstanding of the enemy 
situation and ours, a close co-ordination between the 
1.-entral and regional forces. Organiz.,tionally, the forces 
ensuring the i;mooth running of communications and 
transport were :.et up along the line of the three cate­
gories of armed forces: centrally-directed forces and forces 
of the regular army ; the specialized units of the province ; 
and widespread militia and self-defence fQrces at the grass­
roots. The centrally-directed forces and the regular forces 
were most important, especially in the uninhabited or 
sparsely populated areas and at key points subjected to 
heavy attacks. But the regional fo1·ces played also a part 
of great consequence, without which our tasks in communi­
cations and transport could not have been fulfilled in the 
past years. 

Experience proves the potentialities of the various 
regions, provinces and villagt>S to be very great. The point 
is to develop these potentialities in the most rational way: 
any job a region can tackle should be entrusted to it, on 
condition that this will not a.ffect the unified leadership of 
the central level and the mobility and flexibility in the 
overall activities of the transport und communications 
branch, Over the past years, transport and communications 
work was best ensured in those provinces which put ade­
quate emphasis on it, which received adequate 1·einforce­
ments, which knew how to use adequately both army 
engineers and young volunteers, which were adequately 
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slrengthene<l as regards their fighting forces, wldch bene­
fited from resolute command and concentrated and uni­
fled leadership, and where the central forces were elfec­
Uvely combined with the militia, self-defence corps and 
people at the grassroots level. 

z. To mobilize the manpower needed by the wRr, to 11et up 
11nd develop the regional armed forces 

In tbe tough fight against the war of destruction, every 
region actively encouraged the youth to enli.~t in the arm11 
u1l1ile st-eadily building and strengthen'ing its armed forces, 
and militia an.d self-defence f orccs. 

u) To meet the requirements of the war, ou:r regular 
f~rces, especially the modern arms Jilic the anU-ah·craft 
force and the air force, were considerably expanded in a 
short time, in both number and quality, and did well on 
the battlefield. 'l'his was made possible by the g.reat con­
tribution of the various regions to the strong reserve forces 
built there since the years of peace. 

As production, combat and service to the front had to 
IJe carried out simultaneously, successf11l mobilization of 
a11 adequate contingent of young pP.ople to serve in tl1e 
army was in itself a tremendous achievement of th-e regions. 
It was possible thanks to the patriotism and love for social­
ism of our people and youth, to the leadership and organ­
izational ability of the regional Party organizations and 
government services, and to the superiority of our socialist 
system. It also threw light on the new progress of regional 
military work and military organs. 

It was the first time that the regions had to draft so 
many young men. In peRce time, we had made good pre­
parations for wartime mobilization by working out relevant 
laws, statutes and regulat.ions. When the war broke out, we 
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further realiied the necessity of combining the enforcement 
of State Jaws with a careful political education, of carry• 
ing out the ideological mobiJizatlon of the masses, of fol­
lowing the mass line and of relying on the Party cells, co­
operatives, State farms, enterprises, offices, schools, mass 
movements like the youth's "three rcadies,"'1 the women's 
••three responsibilities." 2 

In those regions where the maJIS line was followed 
and whkh possessed a strong mass movement, in particular 
the youth movement, the work of selecting men for the 
armed forces was always fulfllled, even overfulfi))ed, both 
quantitatively and qualitatively. A point to be stressed is 
that the various regions should pay full attention to 
strengthening the movement wherever it is still weak, and 
at the same time to getting a good hold on it wherever it is 
advancing, so as to bring about overall progress. All regions 
should act in such a way as to perform their duties towards 
the rcsi.,;tance. 

Organizationally, we have adequately solved the rela­
tion between production and combat, and in replenishing 
the regular forces and setting up on the spot combat forces, 
with an adequate mobilization rate for each region. The 
selection of men for the armed forces was well done 
wherever this task was combined with that of giving a 
strong impetus to other regional works : fostering and 
developing nuclei of regional forces ; building militia and 
self defence corps ; building reserve forces, ensuring strong 
on-the-spot combat forces with adequate mobilizable re­
serves; paying full attention to the carrying out of policies 
vis-a-vis members of the armed forces in the rear. 

I. The three ",·eodles" : ready to fight (U.S. a11:re:1SitJn) and lo 
join up, ready to overcome oil difficulties to drive ohca<l producllon 
anrl Rtudy Ir, nil circumstances ; and ready lo do nny work, to go 
anywhere, when requested. 

2. The three "responsibilities" : rcsJ)onslbili1y In production, in 
family tuks and In the fighting. 
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Over the past years, the ouerwltelming majority of 
the youth enlisted have proued to be courageous and 
st·auncl& fighters, faithful to the Party, dedicated to the 
people, capable of rapidly mastering military knowledge. 
Tl1ey are tuorthy of bei-ng the cream of t11e youth of the 
sor.ialist regime, patiently educated and trained by the 
Party. This -was another gt'eat achiet>ement to our beautiftt! 
iocialist S1Jstem. 

The various regions should ceaselessly strive to height­
en the quality of their selective services, so that every 
soldier and cadre setting out should be a fighter with 
high resolve, courage and military skill, eager to join the 
fighting and able to fulfil his duty after only a short train• 
ing period. To this end, they should pay still greater atten­
tion to the political education of the youth, use and devdop 
such good experience gained as that which consists in 
actively educating the youth ever since they join the 
militia and self-defence corps, raising the overall quality 
of regional complementary training, building at regional 
level whole units for a good quality to replenish the regular 
forces, organizing reservist sections at the grassroots level, 
etc. 

b) In the ,high tide of the resistance against U.S. 
aggression, for national salvation, regional armed forces 
grew up by leaps and bounds, in terms of organization and 
equipment, and acql'ired new fighting abilities. 

The militia and self-defence units increased in number 
though many were incorporated in the regular forces, and 
their quality enhanced. Self-defence units 1·apldly deve­
loped in enterprises, offices and city-wards. The percentage 
of Party members, ubour Youth members and women in 
militia and self-defence units also went up. They got more 
and better equipment. Many villages set up gunners' groups 
and special groups (like engineer, liaison, intelligence, first• 
aid groups) or even a mobile combat force. Militia and 
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self-defence members learned to man many kinds of wea­
pons and equipment- both rudimentary and sophistica­
ted- brought down enemy planes, shot ablaze enemy 
vesssels, disposed of tens of thousands of modem bombs 
and mines. 

The Tegional f O'l"ces rapidly grew up, in terms of or­
ganization, equipment and fighting ability. Many provinces 
boast anti-aircraft units which have grounded enemy 
planes, artillery units which hjllve sunk or set ablaze enemy 
vessels and commando boats, or engineering units which 
have made a great contribution to keep traffic flowing. 
Many regional infantry units also knocked down enemy 
planes, and in some places performed most admirable feats 
of arms. 

Regional military seTvices at all levels made notice• 
able progress in helping Party committees, in leading the 
armed forces and in guiding the militia and self-defence 
movement. 

The above facts show OUT actual capacities to build 
veTy strong armed f O'l"ces comprising stTc:>ng and widespread 
militia and self-defence regional armed forces with high 
quality, required anns and appropriate organization, and 
regional military seTvices consolidated a.t all levels. Those 
regional armed forces, which have specific functions and 
tasks, adequate organization and equipment, appropriate 
training and especially a high fighting spirit, knowledge 
of the terrain, population and dimate of their areas and 
suitable tactical methods, can fight successfully with a 
small force and few munitions and can fulfil their impor­
tant functions and tasks with the best 1·esults. 

Strong armed forces constitute a solid nucleus for the 
nationwide and all-out people's war in the regions. Only 
with strong regional armed forces and a strong regional 
reserve force, can one have firm bases to vigorously and 
rapidly develop the regular forces when necessary. 
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:r. To change the economic orientation, set up and devflop 
the local economy, continue to push ahead with the socinlist 
r"volution, bring into full play the superiorit.y of the 
socialist system, forge the power of the people's war in all 

re,tions 

In face of the U.S. imperialists' "limited war" in the 
South and war of destruction in the North, our Party 
Central Committee pointed out that the North bad to 
carry out production while fighting to defend itself, support 
the Sou.th wi'.th ,night and main and continue to pu.sl~ 
ahead with socialist construction in accordance. with the 

new situation. 

The resistance to U.S. aggression, for national salva­
tion, and the continuation of socialist construction cons­
titute the revolutionary task of our people in the new 
situation. Only if we successfully carry out the resistance 
for national salvation can we safeguard the building of 
socialism in the North and, together with our compatriots 
in the whole cow1try, bring to completion the national 
democratic revolution in the South. 

On the other band, only If we continue socialist 
construction in the North can we strengthen our economic 
and national defence potentials, serve the resistance against 
U.S. aggression in the most efficient way, and bring it to 

victory. 

To fulfil this task, our Party advocated a change in 
tire economic o1"ientation by setting up and developing the 
regional economy. Economic construction and development 
in the North must conform to the wartime situation in 
order lo meet ftghtin~ requirements of the moment as 
well as the possibility of the U.S. expansion of the "limited 
war'' to the whole country. At the same time it must be 
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consistent with the long-range orientation of socialist con­
struction after our victory has been won. This was a per­
f~Uy sound and creative policy of our Party. 

Despite the enemy's fierce attacks, together with the 
fighting and supplying of the front, the regions strove hard 
to implement the new economic orientation of setting up 
and developing their own economy in line with their 
situation. They went on with the revolution in the relations 
of production, the technological revolutio~, and the cultural 
and ideological revolution to build and consolidate the 
socialist regime in wartime, and to promote the superiority 
of the socialist system and step up people's war in their 
regions. These are new and most valuable experiences of 
our Party as well as of the regional Party organizations in 
this war. 

The struggle on the production front, the development 
of education, culture and public health, the improvement 
of the living standards, nod the building of socialism consti­
tute a real epic which exalts the 'Vietnamese people's 
courage, creative labour, cleverness and thirst for learning. 
In all reg'ions, our armed forces and people are heroic not 
only in combat but also fn production and in the building 
of a new life under enemy bombing and strafing. This also 
is a characteristic of our people's revolutionary heroism. It 
spells out the gl'eatness of our resistance and justifies the 
fact that the socialist Vietnamese can take a pride in them­
selves. Civilization has triumphed over violence. This is 
why the U.S. war of destruction has lamentably failed. For 
all our weaknesses and shortcomings, our achievements 
are, indeed, considerable. A Western journalist has referred 
to the economic achievements In the North as a '' Viet­
namese miracle." The U.S. imperialists who have caused 
difficulties to und inflicted losses upon us have never­
theless failed in their scheme of shattering our economic 
potential to weaken our fighting capacity and disrupt the 
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people's life in North Viet Nam. In wartime, our regional 
socialist economy wa., preserved and continued to expand, 
efficient ly serving our war effm, 

In agriculture, the socialist relations of production have 
been consolidated and developed. The number of house­
holds which are members of the co-ops and advanced 
co-ops has increased during the war years. Far from being 
weakened, the co-ops have evinced great vitality. They 
mobilized manpower, organized combat forces., ensured 
supplies, solved the problem of remuneration and other 
policies concerning production, combat, serving the fight­
ing, and civilian air defence tasks. They ensured regional 
transport and communications and stabilized the life of 
their members. Were it not for the existence of co-opera­
tives and the socialist system, it would be very difficult 
for the various regions to fulfil their heavy and complex 
wartime duties as they have done in the past years. 

Agricultural production has been maintained even 
developed in some regions : in spite of fierce enemy attacks, 
part of the work force has been taken out of the agricul­
tural sector. The various regions have striven to be self­
sufficient in food, considering it to be a strategic problem. 

The technological revolution in agriculture continues 
lo receive a great impulse. The number of mechanical 
workshops is on the increase. In many provinces, the 
areas mechanically ploughed have expanded. A movement 
for "attaining three targets in agriculture" has appeared 
in wartime. Under bombs and shells, in many regions the 
co-operative peasants observe the "straight rows" method 
in rice-t.ransplanting. This shows the indomitable spirit and 
lhe determination to improve technique of the new peas­
antry, the collective peasanti·y in the socialist North. 

The development of regional industry is an important 
feature of regional economy during the past few years. 
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Many enterprises have been built and commissioned. In 
wartime, a network of regi!>nal industry with thousands of 
medium and small-sized interprises has taken shape in the 
North. The various regions have succeeded in turning out 
goods which they had previously been unable to produce 
even in peace time. Regional industry has contributed to 
serving agriculture, transport and communication, the life 
of the people and-the armed forces, and at the same time 
national defence at regional levels. Part of the technical 
services for the army and the repair of ordinary weapcns 
are ensured by regional mechanical workshops. 

In wartime conditions, educational,. cultural, and health 
work in all regions has also developed School enrolment 
at all levels has increased several times ; classes are held 
in underground shelters or at night. Our educational work 
in wartime has made great efforts in keeping with the 
requirement of production and combat. Almost all villages 
have a health staUon, with an assistant doctor. Village 
health stations and district ond provincial hospitals have 
turned to serving the fighting. contributing their share in 
first-aid care and giving medical treatment to armymen 
and civilians. 

With the development of regional agriculture, industry 
and medical work, the on-the-spot logistical base of peo­
ple's war was substantially strengthened. 

War is one of the hardest trials for a social system. 
Thanks to the new economic orientation to suit warlime 
requirements and to the stepping up of the three revolu­
tions in various regions, the socialist regime in the North 
continued to be built, consolidated and developed during 
the war, and turned to account its superiority to push 
ahead the resistance against U.S. aggt'ession, for national 
salvation. 

The reality in the various regions over the past years 
of war has made it plain that the elimination of the ex-
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ploitation of man has brought about among U1e labouring 
people increasing political and 'ideological 01ienesi of mind. 
Hence people's war could rely on the immense capabilities 
of the broad masses of workers, collective peasants and 
socialist intellectuals. Our armed forces and people dis­
played a high sense of collective mastery, courage in com­
hat and production, and solidarity in lace of fierce enemy 
11tt11cks. One cannot list all the examples given by ordinary 
working people of heroism and selflessness in combat, of 
industriousness in production, or of the sense of respon­
sibility :as regards the affairs of the co-operative, the villnge 
or the country, caring for these even more than for their 
own. 

Socialist ownership under the two forms of ownership 
by the entire people and collective ownership has been 
consolidated and perfected step by step in variom areas. 
Tl1is constittited an objective factor fa vat.Wable to the 
scientific organization of people's war. Between the labour­
ing people there were not only sympathy and revolution­
ary consciousness but also new organizational rela.tionships. 
Many combat and production units emerged and operated 
with efficiency thanks to the socialist relations of produc­
tion and to the existence of co-operatives. Militia and self­
defence groups to keep watch and to defuse bombs, co-op 
teams devoted to building shelters, co-op gangs devoted 
lo carrying out production and fighting at the same time, 
etc., revealed the great capabilities of the socialist regime 
in many fields and especially in. organization. 

Before the war broke out, the regions had laid some 
m~terial and technical bases for socialism. These were 
strengthened and gradually modernized in wartime. They 
provided new facilities for people's war to meet its logistic­
.ii needs on the spot, raised labour productivity and liber­
ntcd manpower for the fighting, thereby contributing to 
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the increase of combat potential and services to the front 
of the regional armed forces and people. In plane-hunting, 
civilian air defence, maintenance of communications and 
transport, the various regions required substantial material 
and technical contributions from co-operatives, enterprises, 
State offices and people. 

1'he superiority of the socialist system in the North 
is embodied in the new man, the socialist Vietnamese with 
ardent patriotism, genuine proletarian internationalism, a 
spirit of collective mastery, a high fighting spirit, a con­
tinuously improving cultural level, good health, a loyal, 
simple and sound way of life. Regional young people, 
labour youth members and Party members who joined 
l'egular units set bright examples in the life-and-death 
struggle agair.st the enemy, which are a source of pride 
for the tl(l('ialist regime. Our militia and self-defence mem­
bers are not only courageous but also clever in the hand­
ling of many kinds of modern weapons and equipment. 
Our workers and co-op members are industrious, good or­
ganizers and show great ability and ingenuity in improving 
technique, increasing labour productivity, in production 
and in the service to the front. 

Clearly enough, the socialist regime has made the most 
of its superiority to step up people's war in politics, in 
organization, in the material and in technical bases, and in 
ideology, intetligence and human. qualities. These are new 
capabilities, a great source of strength of people's war in 
the regions. Any region able to develop and use all potenti­
alities to the full and to perform a skilful division of 
labour and a rational combination of all forces can fulfil 
brilliantly at regional level all the complex tasks of the 
war waged in every sphere and involving the entire people, 
with the highest quality and effectiveness. 
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-t. To strengthen the leadenhip of local Party organizations 

If people's war in the various regions developed a great 
force and scored brilliant successes, it was due primarily 
to the leadership of the regional Party organizations which 
strictly followed the correct policy of the Party Central 
Committee. Those Pnrty organizations upheld the radical 
revolutionary spirit of the working class, brought into full 
play the cleverness of Party members and of the masses, 
did their best to grasp the Party's line and policies, and 
successfully fulfilled all the tasks assigned to their areas 
in our great national resistance against U.S. aggression, 
for national salvation. They took care to give overall lead­
ership while seeing with particular attention to the accom­
plishment of the military tasks entrusted to their areas 
and attaching special importance to political education, 
ideological guidance and organizational work, thereby 
maklng the most of the great strength of the socialist 
system so as to push forward the people's war. 

Leadership in the war does not imply only military 
leadership but also overall leadership, co-ordinating mili­
tary affairs, with economic affairs, the fighting with pro­
duction, the front with the rear. The achievements of the 
regional Party organizations lie in the fact that they inti­
mately coupled production with combat, disclrarging their 

• ♦ 

ttuk of mobilizing manpower and resources to med the 
resistance needs, while fulfilling the;., production and com­
bat duties on the spot, in accOYdance with the specific 
rituation of their area, under different circumstances. That 
is why, under all circumstances, in general the regions 
were able t.o keep up production, fight effectively and per­
form satisfactorily all the military and other tasks set by 
the central authorities. These accomplishments show the 
high sense of political responsibility and the practical or-
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ganizational ability of the regional Party organizations and 
their progress achieved in many fields. 

The Party organizat.ions credited with the fulillment 
of their tasks in wartime were those which paid due atten­
tion to military leadership, providing guidance to both com­
bat and production, and displayed great ability in leading 
production amidst fierce fig1iting. This. has become a new 
requirement from the leadership of all Party organizations. 

Many regional Party organizations, especially those in 
the areas worst hit by the enemy, met this requirement 
with distinction and drew many experiences, mainly the 
following: 

- Provincial Party committees must strengthen their 
leadership over the regional military services and promote 
the latter's role ; 

- In order to give the best help to the Party com­
mittees, the regional military services must be not only 
expert in military affairs but also conversant in economic 
affairs, grasp the main problems of socialist construction 
in the area and ably co-ordinate military with other affairs ; 

- All regional services and branches of activities must 
grasp the military requirements, and closely co-ordinate 
the fighting with production, and economic affairs with 
national defence affairs ; 

- One must raise the military knowledge of Party 
members and cadres ; the work and way of life of all 
branches and services must be adapted to war conditions ; 

- One must closely co-ordinate the activities of all 
branches and services under the overall leadership of the 
regional Party committees. 

In order lo fulfil the task of leading and guiding peo­
ple's war in the regions the Party committees attached the 
gr~atest importance to consolidating themselves in every 
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aspect, political, ideological and organizational. In the pro­
vinces, the number of Party members has increased and 
their quality has been enhanced. In wartime, in many prov­
inces, particularly in the Fourth Military Zone, there 
emerged many outstanding Party members and many 
Party cells that staunchly and ably led the people in com­
bat and production, worthy of being the standard-bearers, 
the steel fortresses, the efficient general staffs of people's 
war. They are the pride of the regional Party organizations 
of our entire Party. In sum, regional Party organizations 
have been tempered, have grown up in the gruelling flflht 
and made a worthy contribufion to tile great achievements 
of our entire Party. 

II. RESOLUTELY MARCH FORWARD, GIVE PRACTICAL 
REINFORCEMENT TO REGIONAL MILITARY WORK 

AND S'.l'RIVE TO FUL~L ALL TASKS SUCCF.SSFULLY 

The successes won by people's war in all regions are 
very brilliant ones. The strength of people's war in the 
various regions of the socialist North is truly immense. 
Those successes have brought a worthy contribution to 
the common victories of the population and armed forces 
of the North and to the common victories of our people 
throughout the country. 

At present, the American imperialists have been forced 
to put an unconditional end to their bombing of the North. 
This bespeaks not only the complete failure of their war 
or destruction but also the bankruptcy of their "limited 
war" strategy in the southern part of our country. 

An American politician has written that when Presi­
dent Johnson spoke on March 31, 1968, of the Viet Nam 
luue before the American people, he did not only declare 
the end of the military escalation, the stepping up of the 
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search for negotiations and renunciation of his candidature 
in the presidential elections but also spelled out the fiasco 
of a policy and, may be, even the termination of a period. 1 

He thereby means the end of the period in which the 
American imperialists considered themselves to be a super­
power, and the collapse of their r9le in the world. 

Our people's resistance to American aggression, for 
national salvation, has not yet come to a close ; we ha\'e 
not yet achieved complete victory, but \t is clear that we 
have won and that the American imperialists have lost. 
The Vietnamese people's victOMJ is an extremely important 
one, on account of its significance both as regards our 
nation and vis-a-vis the world revolutionary movement. 
The failure suffered by the American imperialists on the 
Vietnamese battlefield is one of their heaviest failures in 
the history of their wars of aggression. 

In the recent years, Viet Nam has become for the 
American imperialists their number one problem. Johnson 
has declared that the Viet Nam war is a crucial trial and 
has an importance equal to any war waged so far by the 
U.S. That is why the American imperialists have sent more 
than half a million troops to invade Viet Nam. Counting 
puppet and satellite troops, they have mustered over one 
million troops. With such a great military force, the Ame­
rican imperialists' aim is to commit aggression against the 
southern part of our country, but they also nurture other 
perfidious designs. 

Viet Nam is now standing in the van of the national­
liberation movement. The American imperialists' hope is 
that, if they win in Viet Nam, they will be able to defeat 
the national-liberation movement of the world's peoples. 

I. Arthur Schele1ln1er Jr., a tonnel' adviser to President John 
F. Kennedy, In an article In Harpe1"1 mafo7.lnc, N· 3, 1969. 
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Viet Nam ii also standing in the frontline of the socialist 
camp against the imperialist chieftain. It is the American 
Imperialists' hope that, if they win in Viet Nam they will 
have struck a great blow at the socialist camp. That is 
why they have shown the greatest frenzy and ferocity in 
rushing headlong into a mllitary venture with a colossal 
force, in spite of the extremely heavy price In wealth and 
manpower, the military and political costs, and also the 
costs to the honour and future of the United States. They 
never anticipated that in this ''crucial trial" the Vietnam­
e,e people would be the victor and they the vanquished. 

The victory of the resistance to American aggression, 
for national salvation, will bring our people independence, 
freedom and the reunification of their country, and will 
play an ever greater role in mobilizing, encouraging and 
uniting the world revolutionary movement. The victory 
of the Vietnamese people means the victory of the 
world people's national liberation movement and that 
of the socialist camp. Our victorious resistance is a 
great historic event in the latter half of the 20th century, 
an important milestone in the collapse of imperialism in 
its role of world gendarme, marking the upsurge of, and 
opening up bright prospects for, the common struggle 
waged by the world's peoples for peace, national inde­
pendence, democracy and socialism. That is precisely why 
the Vietnamese pea\>le's valiant struggle has been looked 
upon as the hope, the conscience and honour of all pro­
gressive mankind. 

Ever since the American imperialists put an end to 
their war of destruction against the North, our feJlow­
countrymen and the liberation troops in the heroic South 
have repeatedly attacked them in the military, political 
and diplomatic fields. On the battlefield, the recent power­
ful onslaughts prove the great strength and stamina of 
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the Sonth Viet Nam liberation troops, who, fighting with 
great skill, have inflicted extremely heavy losses on the 
enemy and foiled the American scheme of increasing mili­
tary pressure while culting casualties. At the conference 
table, the ten-point solution put forward by the N.F.L. has 
driven the enemy into a state of passivity and confusion. 
The subsequent formation of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam has won 
extremely great sympathy and support in the international 
arena. 

Clea.rly, the American imperialists cannot continue 
their war of aggression with the present scope and inten­
sity for a long time. Nixon himself has said that the 
Viet Nam war is the most difficult ever for the Americans. 

However, they remain very obdurate. Although they 
are seeking to extricate themselves from the war, they 
want to do it from a position of strength and to keep the 
southern part of our country within their neo-colonialist 
orbit. They are actively carrying out a scheme of "de­
Americanization" and , , Vietnamization" of the war, nur­
turing the illusion that, the puppet army and administra­
tion would grow stronger as the American troops with­
draw. The American imperialists were insane when they 
rushed into a war of aggression now considered their great­
est stragetic mistake by' the American rulers. At present 
they are proving themselves to be even more insane by 
seeking, following their heavy failures, to '•Vietnamize" 
the war in the hope of getting out of it, American style. 
Surely they will sustain even more pitiful failures. 

The present resistance against American aggression, 
for national salvation, is the greatest war against foreign 
aggression in our national history. To be resolved to carry 
on the resistance until final victory, for the independe1tce 
and reunification of our country, for the fulfilment of om· 
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lofty internationalist duty, such is the most sacred task 
of every Vietnamese citizen. President Ho Chi Minh has 
said : "So long as a single aggressor remains on our soil, 
we must fight on to sweep him away." The complete victory 
of the North over the enemy's war of destruction has 
created .favourable conditions for its building and consoli­
dation and for the strengthening of its .forces in all fields. 
The armed forces and people of the North are well aware 
that so long as the more than one million American and 
puppet troops are trampling on the South, all activit~es 
by our people should follow the watchword : "Everything 
to defeat the AmP-Tican aggressors!" 

The mtlitary task of the people in the North remains 
very heavy. In all region.-; they should C.'Ontinue to show 
vigilance and stand ready to fight in order to defend the 
North and fulfil the duty of the great rear area towards 
U1e great fighting front. We must continue to raise the 
fighting standard of the armed forces, shoot down all 
en~~Y. reconnaissance aircraft, smash all enemy sabotage 
activ1_ties, destroy all enemy ·commando units, maintain 
security and order, and watch out for any enemy come­
back. 

In order to accomplish successfully the military tasks 
of the various regions in the present situation we must . , 
~&Ve real reinforcement to regional military work and keep 
it abreast of the Party's policy of regional economic con­
struction with a vieto to building our provinces militarily 
and economically into ever stronger basic u,1its of peo­
ple's war. 

Regional military work is an important part of our 
Party's military work. Its strategic position, hitherto al­
ready' important, will grow ever more so in both the 
general re\•olutionary struggle and the armed struggle of 
the Party. 
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F'snt, regional military toark n.boclle, our Pcrrt11'• 
views on people'• toar. lt b closely ccm.nect~ with the ;urc 
thGToctff of lh• ,,,.,,. f.,. t/,e defence o/ lh• folhnl4nd 
and for national libttdti011 10Gged by our people ma th.dJ' 
,oil. 

To defend the fatherland and llbente the nation, our 
Party holds lh•t the entire people should engage In fight,. 
ing the enemy, using the people', armed forces u • nucleua. 
The settlna up of the three categories of armed forces 11 
the most. adequate form. of organization for the people'• 
armed forces, aimed at mobUitlng and organlmg the entlN 
people ln the ftght against the enemy, for national salva­
Uon. That is why the regular troops assum. a very im­
Porlant role, while that played by lhe regional troopo, 
the militia and Mlt-defence corps b also very important.. 
The task of regional military work Is lo rely dire,:Uy on 
the regional people's political and ~nomlc. baset. directly 
develop aU the various people', fol"CtS, orraniu Ngional 
armed forces to fight on the 1poti destroy the enemy, safe• 
guard the people's livOI and properly, protect the people's 
regl.ono.l power, firmly preserve the rights of the loc•I 
people u the mut.ers Sn thelr own 1rH.1. 

Second, in &he ,,,-cse-nt reriat,a,nce co A~cm og• 
grtuicm, JOT n11Uona.l •olva.Uon, ngiono1 mUitors, work 
ou,,-me. Oll ~ mor• impcmo1tt ,.or,. Thi, i, bttavsc OHr 
enemy ti 11 ferocious impffl11Urm-, toifh o liUnterout ormv, 
up-te>-dote W<'•po,u mid a high degrte o/ ,nol,µily; moro­
ouer, in modern warfare it ft hard Co make a clHr di•· 
cincUo• bcttoetll jf'OH& a.nd rHr. 

In those conditions, the rcqu.J.rement lhat we 1hould 
hll al the t'.flemy In time, effectively and wherever ho 
com,s, so u to destroy blm, defend our rear, and safe­
guard the people's lives and properly, becomes all the 
mo~ urgent and cndurlne. Th1t ts why tt:1Jonal military 
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work should be reinforced, 1uon1 regional lroops and 
militia and self-en<e C0'1JI should be orgaAIJed every­
where, the people should be mobll.lJAld and a1and ready 
to hit back at !he tnfflly. Uthe mllre people and the ealltt 
1rmy are valiant fighte.rs, w1 can defeat any enemy how• 
ev~r fcroclo111, LQ<;al for<es In all re(iona alway, In a 11a1e 

of readlne-ss constitute an advantaceous feature of peo­
pl~•• war agllnat a highly mobile enemy, for the man on 
!he SpGt Is the most mobile of all, u is admltud even by 
the bourgeoi1 mUitary wrften. 

Third, on GCCOMftt of the KN potfftti4l'itit, o/ the 
region,a,l armed forct, regarding technique ond equipment 

111<1 O!I o,:co1Ull of the new developm..., o/ mrtlta'll art in 
reooluUO'l'lG'Tt/ warfare, Tegionaf mUUay work brco~, an 
dtt more import.a.flt. 

In the Norlh the Nflonal troopo, militia and self­
defenoe corps are now equipped wilh weapons and means 
to brina down enemy jets, link or Nt afire enemy vessels. 
defuse i nd blow up enemy bombs and mines of the- moat 
modem types. 1.n the South, !he guerillu cannot only an­
nJhUate enemy infantry but also cope with annoured 
vehicles, tanks and heHcopten. The region.al troops have 
been able to ftQbt relatively Important annlhtlallon ballles. 

Our wa..y of flghttna hu undersone new development.a : 
using few troopo to, ftght many, lighting blc ballles with 
f:ew troops, hitting hard and telltng blows., striking at 
nerve centres and JosuU< bu8 wilb a view to dtslrOyll\l 
(he most precious Jive fOttts and up-to.date war equlp­
menL With this creative ftghtlng style, the regional troops 
3nd guerlllu have a<qulred new ftghtlng PoWer and pro­
grHSed by leapo and bounds. 

In lace of the new 1ituatlon, we must further 1tttngtben 
JTtlional military work and bring the potentialities of 
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the regional armed forces into full play, In th& con• 
dlUons of modem warfare, guerilla warfare should be 
brought to an even higher leve-1, thus creating favounble 
factors for regular warfue to defeat the enemy. The re• 
gional armed forces should be all the more broadly and 
powerfully expanded. In this way the regular forces will see 
their mobilit.y and striking power increased. The harmo­
ninuJt ttM'lrdinatinn •t • high Jcw•l betwHn o,-, lhNiHt cate­
gories ol arme-d forces, betw.,en the armed and political 
forces., ereates new om~nsive power for people's war, which 
auacks the an~my without respite, by all means and ways, 
with forces of various siz~ everywhere and :it all Umes, 
deprivi:ag them of effective striking power in spite of their 
numbers and driving them into dispersion, passivity and 
defeat. 

Foarth, the ever gYowi-ng itnpoTtonce of rtgional ,nilit­
nry work alio springs from the dev-tlopmen.t o/ aU Yegiot1.f, 
tsperia!ly the provincu, in wealth and manpower, econom­
ir potential nnd 1ogistic capat,Uitif'J a.s regard, people's 
U)(lf'. 

In the North, ever .sine'-' the Party Central Committee 
set forth the policy of regional economic development and 
building the provinces into ever stronger economic unit.I, 
new favourable conditions and new potentialities have been 
created for regional mllltary work. Generally speaking, the 
provin<ies of the North h3ve fairly wide areas and popula­
tions of varying numbers, from one to two millions. In 
keeping with the rate of socialist building, agriculture has 
been expanding, regional industry growin_g, transport and 
communications widening, the material and technical bases 
of socialism in the various regions ceaselessly strengthened. 

Hence, lhe point is to give real impetus to regional 
military work in order to use all latent forces in each 
region, combine economics and national defence within the 
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regional framework, build ear:h province in both the eco­
nomic and rnllit.ary fields and tum the province into an 
ever stronger basic unlt of people's wu at regional level. 

Fifih, r egional milif.a.ry work ia: clo,ely cOTtM:ct-ecl with 
the important f'Ole played by the f'eterve forot, t1'l ptoplet, 
toor and n.otion.a.l defence /01' the tmtiYe peoplt. 

Only by reinforcine rerzional military work can we 
build slrong reserve forces, qualitatively and quantitatively, 
stand ready to fight in peace time, and rapidly expand and 
strengthen the armed forces in wartime. 

Over the pa,t war years, regional military bodies have 
actively organized, managed and trained Neerve fon:es and 
eflecllvely carried out wartime mobUiutlon wilh a view 
to replenishing the permanent forcea. Thanks to lhia, our 
standing forces have developed by leaps and bound, within 
a short time. We constanUy have at our disposal reserve 
forces in order to ceaselessly ex·pand our armed forces and 
meet the new requirements of the resistance. 

In futurt:, following the complete victory of our re~ 
lbtance ,md the restoration of peace, we shall, at the same 
time as maintaining a moderately-lliud st.anding force, 
have to activate r-eglonal military work more. so u to or­
ganize, manage and train reH.rve forces properly. Only so, 
while conce-ntrating on peace lime economic construction, 
shall we be in a position of combat readlnes& and be fully 
prepared to carry out rnobiliz.atlon and expand our forces 
shou)d war break out. 

And so, we nuz:y a.uer tll4t, undef' a.H c:i1'ctun.sta.ncea, 
whether in peace or war, we mu.st la-y great atres.s on 
"~oion.al tnilitar11 work. To raise our awarer:esa of the im­
portant position and role of regional m.llltary work Is a 
foremost problem, if an even stronger chanfe is to happen 
in the ·thinking of leading cadres at all leveb of the Party, 
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the armed forces and the Administration. To make light 
ot regional military work is to stray from the viewpoin·t of 
people's war and tQ eommit a serious mistake. 

Having acquired a correct viewpoint on regional milit­
ary wor-k we must, when tackling pro.ctica.l W01"k, eontlnue 
to build, consolidate and heighten the quality In all fielda 
of the militia, self-defence corps and regional troop.s; we 
must also raise the qoality of the reserve forces and build 
and manage them ade:quately, and carry on with the build• 
ing of combat vlllages aecording to given priorities. On 
the ba&ls of a good c,omblnatfon of the regional economJ 
with the requir~ents o1 nation.al defence, we must strive 
to build material and technical bases and logistic bases of 
people's war at regio·nal level, parallel to the building of 
common rear basH for the armed forces. An important 
point, which should be fully carried oul by aulhorill"" al 
all levels, is the application of policies in the rear reg:ard­
ing the armed forces, for instance concerning wounded 
servicemen, soldiers' lam.Illes, war martyrs' familin, etc. 

To carry out the aibove-mentioned tasks, we must really 
,trcngthffl the leadership o/ regiooat Party organizations, 
consolidate regiOMl mtutary bodies at all levels, especially 
at provincial and grasttOOts level$, which does not mean 
that the district leve-1 &hould be made lig'ht of; we mu.st 
fruter and train regional military cadTU who are not only 
proficient in political and military matters but also familiar 
with the local political and economic situation, and who 
know how to closely combine military work with other 
regional works. 

The greatest resist.:mce war in our nat.ional hittory has 
reaped extrt:mely important victories. We are facinz o 
heavy but extremely glorious task : ottr entire people are 

Digitized by Google 

AGAIN-ST U.S AERO-NAVAL WAR .. 
of one: 1ntnd and are ,.e,olved to carry on- tJae resistance 
••d bring the ll1'trgglt against A1ntricon agg,tuion, fo, 
,uuionaJ salvation, to J\nal 1.1ietory. 

The American. imperialists have suffered crushing 
deluts. However great their bellicosity, perfidy and stub­
bornness, they will not be able to retrieve the situation and 
esc.ape total failure. Our people are firmly detennlntd to 
re:slst until victory, tor the SAke of the independence, ftte• 
dom and unity of the fatherland, and for the sake of socla). 

ism. This fighting resolve is the most precious spiritual 
characteristic of Vi4!!lnames(! people. It has sprung, and has 
been tempered from one generation to another, in the 
course of the history of national resistance to foreign ag• 
gression. This will to fight and win, this ''nothing-is-more­
preciousMthan-independenct•and-freedom" spirit, i.s: creat• 
Ing the Invincible !trength of people's war. 

In this hard struggle against a cruet enemy, whose 
economic and military potential is many tinles greater than 
ours, our people, under the correct leadership of our Party, 
headed by Presider.it Ho Chi Minh, have shown ho-th de­
termination to resist the aggressors and defend the counM 
try, and high fighting aklll. Not only have they sel brilliant 
examples of revolutionary heroism, they have also evinced 
great military talents and creative originality. The fight 
in the various regfpns of the socialist North agaln,t the 
enemy's modern air and naval forces engaged in a war 
of destruction ts on@ instance of that creative originality. 

The expclienees gained jn people's war in general, in 
military work in perticular, in both parts of our country, 
are extremely vnluable ones. Their Hmely review wUI 
help Viet Nam's military kitnce make another step for· 
ward and enrich our Party's military line. They also con­
tribute to st.ttngthming the fighting capacity of our .armed 
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fore~ and people so u to briDg the re~i&tance a~ainst 
U.S. aggreSNon, for national $3lvation, to its ~ victory 
and also to make good preparaUons !or the buildmg of our 
armed forces and for the consolidation of our national 

defence in the future. 
We are resolved to pre;1eroe our beloved Viet Ne1m, 

now and for ever, for all generation, to come, a.a the po•• 
,euion of tl1e heroic VietnGmfse nation. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

IN THE ·roWNS AND INDUSTBIAL CENT&l!S l 

Today, availing myself of the visit I am P"y\ng to 
you, and before talking to you at this conference, I am 
·very happy to convey lo you, to our fellow'<ountrymen, 
cadres, Party members, and annymen In this port city, 
the fraternal salutations and com.mendaUon of t he Party 
Central Committee, the Government. and President Ton 
Due Thang. 

Our people in the North, with their armed forces as 
the core, have complett"ly defeated the extreme]y barbar .. 
ous war of destruction of the American imperialists. !foda.y 
we are making full use of the new advantages and strengths 
ol the 5"<:ialist 'System to fullll our Wk, the task of the 
great rear base toward the great front line. We' are ready 
to smash iU the warlike acts of the Americans a.g&Jni;l 
t.he Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. In lhe South our 
lellow-countrymen and the Liberation ,urned forces a.re 
beating the U.S. war of aggression. In the flush of great 
vict.ory won in spring 1968, we are ma.king rapid prepara• 
lions in all fields- material and moral - In poallion and 
&tnngth, to bring our greatest war of resistance to foreign 
aggression to complete victory. That j5 why in the,e 
glorious days when we are celebrating the 40th founding 
anniversary of our beloved Party, we have the right lo 

I Talk giw.n on J'cb.ru.iry 17. 1970, al thci Conft:r(>nce ot Cadres 
o( H11lphon1 Ctl)•. rev~wln.g four Yffl'S of v1c-tortous rcsJstaDCe to 
the V.S. war of dMruetlon U90S-J"8l, 

On gi nal from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



VO NOUV~N GIAP - SCLICTEO WRl'CIN'OS 

be proud o1 the great sur.cesses we have achieved, th'! 
sue<esses ot our Marxist•LP.n.inist tine, of the correct and 
creative ltadf-rship of our Party. 

Today, reviewing the great vlctotle:s won by our 
nationwide war of resistanre to U.S. aggression for natlond 
salvation, we cannot refrain from mouming over the deafn 
uf vu.a• belond Pre~ident Ho Chl M.in.b, the s:.-.at leader 
of our Party and ('IUr people. All' of us, every Party mere• 
ber, every fighter, every inhabitant of this port city, eve1y 
Vietnamese, whether living In the North or in the South 
agree with Comrade Le Duan when he said : 11 President 
Ho Chi Minh is no more, but he is always there to guide 
us. We feel hi1 cons-Lant presence in ou.r midst. For we 
continue to follow the path charted by him, we continue 
his great work. He will live for ever with our riven and 
mountains, his name and image is ever more deeply en· , 
gravM in the heart and mlnd of each of us ... 

With regard to lhe people's war waged In the Nol1h 
against the U.S. war of destruction, litUe by little we ha,·e 
drawn valuable experiences In the recapitulation con· 
fere.nces recenUy organi:utd in various localtU~ and ~n 
various arms and services. But there ls another aspect- a 
most important one-of this problem which needs to be 
reviewed, and it is the experience gained in our r.sistance 
in towns and industrial centrff. 

This conference organized by the Haiphong mWlld• 
pality has a very rich content l\nd slttsaff the strong pointa 
of the leadenbip of the Haiphong Party branch and com .. 
mmee. The city Party Committee has constantly followtd 
and correctly implemented the line and policies of the 
Central Committee, keeping abreast or the situation 1n the 
city with a high determination to tulftl the tasks entrusted 
by the Party C~tral Committee and strengthening unity 
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within the Party branch and among the population It has 
attached great importance to providing overall leadership 
while grasping and closely ('Oo()rdinating the t.wo matn 
tasb. production and combat. It has worked out the gene• 
nJ and concrete tuks, denned Its policy and respon,lbilily, 
,peeded up the organizaUon and the measures to carry out 
these tlsb and has known how t o concentrate on and com· 
plete a tuk 1n a given perlOd or time. 

I -THE BIG TOWNS AND CITIES - A STRAT!:GICALLY 

IMPORTANT BA'ITLEP'IELD IN THE PEOPLE'S WAR 

Jn the history of our struggle against foreign aggres• 
llon., our towns, especially our big towns and cititt, have 
been the site of fterce battles between us and the enemy. 
In this regard our capital, Hanoi, has achieved many 
1loriout exploits: the battles of Dong Bo Dau, Chuong 
Duong, and Thang Long against the Yuan army, the vic-­
torious battle of Dong Quan ln which 90,0CO MlnJI troops 
surrendered, the resounding victory at Dong Da won by 
Nguyen Hue over 200,000 Ching aggressors. Haiphong twice 
routed the aggreuQrs on the Bach Dang river. Nam Dinh 
and Vlnh too have a Jong .. tanding tradition of fighting ag• 
gressions. 

During their eiahtY years-,odd of domination in our 
country, the French colonJalists tried to tum these localities 
Into rea<:Uonary political, economic and cultural centres 
under their control. Our people, with their indomitable 
apirit have continually risen up to cast off the imperialists' 
yoke. Since the foundation of our Party the struggle 
against the French colonialists, Japanese !a..ccists a.nd their 
henchmen developed more and more powerfully under its 
glorious banner :imong various sections of the towns• 
people, espednlly timong lite workers, the poor labourers, 
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the youth and students, ·the revoluUonary intellectuals and 
the peasants In the peripheries ol towns. 

After the complete Ube.ration of \he North the patriot• 
ism and tradition of rev-<,lulionary struggle of the workers 
and toiling p,,ople In urban centres developed mor<! vlgo:r­
ously than at any former time. The successes we have 
achJeved in socialist transfonnatlon and socialist. econom:ic 
construcUon and development have enabled us to turn the 
luxury- and consumption•orie.nted towns and cit.Jes into 
pollUcal, economic and cultural centres. 

First the towns an, the political and cultural centre• : 
Hanoi, lhe capital city, is the .. at of the Porty Central 
Cornmattt, the Government and leading political and 
cultural organs, and the diplomatic corps; Haiphong, the 
biggest port of the North, links our country with the social• 
1st camp and other count.nea in lhe world. Our presml· 
day towns, like others to be built in the future, are politic·al 
and cultural centres wb.ich will att.ra.ct a great number ,of 
workers - a class which, p OISl~&td of profound ttvolu­
tionary spirit and the most advanced mode of productio.n, 
Ls capable of uniUng with the peasantry and ·other class-es 
to transform the old society and build a new one. In the 
past !our years of war, 'the self--defence units of the wo.r·k­
lng class In the towns and lndustriol cent.res, together wl th 
the rest. of the population, have achieved many brilliant 
exploits. They have proved their capabilities in combati 
wmbat support, A.A. de.fence, maintenance of transport 
and communications and security and order ; they have 
brought Into ploy tb•lr vanguord role In production end 
shown that they are the true nuclei of the urban popula­
tion's struggle against the enemy. The energetic actions 
ot the townspeople to counter the predatory raid:, o! Am.e-­
rican aircraft are symptomatic of the determination of the 
people in lhe North ond throughout the country to defeat 
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the American aggressors com.pletely and achieve inde­
pendence and lreedom !or lhe Fath• rland. 

The towns are also economic centres. At present our 
towns have truly become production centres provided with 
a modem industry a.s wen as sm,,U industries and h.andi­
crafts and lhe areas :surrounding them have quite a de\•cl­
oped agriculture. In peace time, industrial producUon In 
the urban centtts plays a role of paramount importance 
In the whole naUon:al economy. In the war, it.a t.uk has 
been all the heavier. At the central level, industry s,erves 
the fighting, national defence and economic development ; 
In lhe localiWes, it serves the people's life and the gradual 
development of the mate.rial and technical ba1!1 of ag!l'icul­
ture and other productive branches. That ls why the pro­
tection of production jn the urban cent.res is of gre,.t 
importance. 

At present 1111 our industrial enterprises are roncc?tt• 
trated ln the towns and industrial c:entr~ which have a 
network of communication lines to transport goods Md 
mate.rials in and out. These lines fan out to every comer 
of the land and link our country to other countries. espe­
cially the socialist camp. For this reason, in the war of 
destruction against the North, the Americans have striven 
to destroy the communit1tion lines o( many towns and 
cities. 

The towns have also a str,tegic importance and have 
thus bffn the site of fluce battles between us and the 
enemy. 

We do not have such big cities as many other countries 
in the world; our f·uture clUes will have popula.tions of 
only about one million. Though our urban populati·on ts 
not very grea.t, it shows great density, amountJ.ng jn the 
big towns and Jndust.rial centres to twenty or thirty thous:-
1tnd inhabitants per square kilometre, and even thirty t.v 
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forty thousand in some town quarters. The townspeople 
belong to various sections and occupat.ions: they are most• 
ly workers, civil servants, cultural, scientiftc and technic.el 
wo1kers or students. They are valuable assets of the coun­
try, its huge productive and ftghting forces, 

These.features show the difference between the town 
and the countryside and also the strategic importance of 
the towns. They e,cplain to some extent why the large 
towns, cities and industrial centres were the particuler 
tal'gets of fierce American raids, why they were singled 
out for the great.est war escalatioJL If, in the recent war 
of destruction against the socialist North, the Amertcar.s 
did not attack the bJg towns from the very beginning, it 
is not because they were "stupid" but because lhey had 
to abide by the rule of "oscalatiou." They were waging 
a war of aggression. in the $ixties of the 20th century, 
whe-n the bAlance of forces was most unfavourable for 
the imperiall,t:s. Thia deterred the Americans from mobi­
lizing t.heJr forces for massive attacks from the very be­
ginninf:, They hod to use these forces cautiously and pursue 
limited goals of aggression ln order to avoid heavy losses. 
While ftghting they had to prepare public oplnlon and 
proceed with care, probing and Jlatening. In this way, they 
hoped to be able to ward off heavy military and polttic:.l 
failure, avoid being Isolated in face of public opinion, and 
alltvlato somewhat the contradictions within lheir own 
ruling cla.ss u well u those betwe.en the American people 
and lhe American rulen. 

But our people in both zones, North and South, arc 
resolved not to let the American aggresaors reaUie th~lr 
wild d.Nlam, T.,_. ah· operation uFbmlug D:trt" JaunchP.d 

at the beginning of 1965 as a curtain-raiser for thei.r 
· 'l'ttaliatory ot'fen,ive" was repelled with heavy loms. 
011eratlon •' Rolling Thunder," another escaJalion, was duly 
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pw:dshed. Then the aggressors attacked Vinh, Thanh Hoa, 
Ninh Binh, Lao Cai, Yen Bal and began their air raids on 
th~ peripheries of Hanoi and Haiphong, ,vhich resulted in 
the loss of many planes and a new failure tor their strategic­
sc-he me. The determination of our people to Uberate the 
South and defend the North, far from faltering was more 
and more strengthened. 

ln face of that stalemaU: in both iones of our country, 
the Americans were compelled to take a aew, rash ~tep: 
to strike at the big towns of the socialist North, threatening 
to ,end the North 0 back to th& slone age" in order to attain 
the atrategfc objectives of theJr war of destruction, The 
n,ports made lo Congress by the U.S. Paciftc Command 
and the Commander of th& U.S. exptdltlonary forres in 
South Viet Nam acknowledged that a plan had be,on work• 
ed out to attack Hanoi and Haiphong u early as November 
1965, but the dal<! had ~n postponed until June 29, 1906, 
by President John.son after weighing the proi and cons : 
he has been asking himself whether that escalation would 
entail £ven heavier losses, whether it WOW.d soften the 
blows delivered by the patriots In the South, whether It 
would shake the determJnation of our people, and whether 
it would be save,..ly condemned by world opinion. By raid• 
ing Hanoi and Haiphong, the Americans hoped to attain 
their strategic goalf and to prevent the brother socialist 
C"luntrles trom helping our war of tttistan~e. In his report 
Grant Sharp wrol<! that the aim of the bombing throughout 
1967 wu u to isolate Haiphon,g from Hanoi and Hanoi and 
Haiphong from the ?"e3t of North Viet Nam." In their 
attacks on Hanoi and Haiphong the American aircraft did 
theJr beet to deetroy all the sour(lff, of e-nergy of our nascellt 

Jndustry, all the means of tronsport and the fuel depots 
with the definite intent of wrecking our economic poten­
liaHUes and national de.fence. The Americans stupidly 
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reckoned Lhat the North would then glve up its resolve to 
flghl by the side of its Southern brothen. 

This is obviously an impudent challenge not only to 
our people but also LO the peoples of the socialist countries 
tind of lhe whole world. By this rosh action President 
Johnson ronunitted a mistake of strategic importance. 

In practice, it was when the escalation was at its hi.gh­
est that the American aggressors received the h.Rrdest 
blows, tAe greatest number of U.S. plane$ was downc.-d and 
the greatest number of airmen killed or captured, inc-ludlng 
the "3ces" of the U.S. Air Fotce ; the most sophisticated 
ty~s of planes and the latest new tactics failed before 
the deltnnination and creative initiative of our people. 
This shows th.at, because they wage an unjust war of ag .. 
gression against our people's just war of seU-defence, the 
American, are doomed to failure despite the use of.a huge 
quantity of war materials and modem technique. This 
also exposes the truth that the "unimaginable strength of 
the U.S. Air Force" in fact h,s its limit3 and is not so 
terrible as they bout. At the a.me time a fundamental 
military thesis of the U.S . imperialists that "the air force 
decides the outcome of the battle" has been knocked down 
by the iron-like det.ermin.&Uon of our people. 

On the other hand, the heinous crimes committed by 
the Amtrican aggressors against our people brought severe 
crilic.ism from the world ; the American people cutJgated 
the Amtrican rulers who saw their ran.ks more and more 
divided and their iM~r contrad.J.clion1t already acute, 
deepen. The heavier their military setbacks, the more 
Isolated they grew in the political field, and the greater 
their difficulties and losses in the two part.a of our country. 
That is the reason why the American imperialist.a scaled 
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down lhe war and fimllly admitted defeat. They were 
compelled to unconditionally stop the bombing and shellln,g 

of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam a.'ld to sit down 
and talk with the representaUves of the D.R. V.N. and the 

South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, now the 
ProVisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of 
South Vi.et Nam, the genuine representative of the 14 
million South Vietnam~. 

We study U1e law governing the actions of the Ame• 
rican lmperlallsLS in the past so as to draw the necessary 
conclusions on the conduct of the war and thwart aJl their 
strategic schemes at present and in the future. Whlle they 
have been forced to end their war of destruction. they are 
still engaging In armed reconnaissance missions and local 
raids combined with commando activities, infringing the 
aecurity of Norlh Viet Nam. In future when the U.S. 
imperialists suffer even heavier defeats in South Viet Nam, 
it is possible that they may step up their acUvllies lo 
retrieve lheir aituaUon in the batUefleld, and a.gaJn attack 
the urban and industrial centres in the North. We must 
be highly vigilant and beware of their new perfidious 
manmuvres.. Of course, the war lo be waged in fu~ure will 
not ha the same as it has been. SUlce the U.S. imperialists 
are a most warlike world policeman who recoils from no 
treache.roui means, it is possible that, W1der de.finite cir• 
cumstances, they will not necessarily follow the path of 
gradual escalation be.fore attacking our big towns and im· 
portant industrial centres. This an.alysi.s c,f the features 
and laws governing the activities of the enemy and our 
experJences from our recent victorious n:al.s\.ance will 

enable · us to raise the level ot our conduct of the war In 
future and to lake it to even greater successes. 
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II - BRILLIANT VICTORIES OF PEOPIX'S WAR IN THE 

URBAN CENTRl!S OF TH& SOCIALIST NORTH 

As:sessJng the gr.!.Ut successes of four years of people's 
war against the Amorican imperialists' war of dt!1trucUon, 
Pre-sident Ho Chi Minh pointed out that "This is a victory 
of paramount inlportance for our people's war against US. 
aggression, tor national sslvalion.'' 

We have parliaJly beaten off the war of aggression 
waged by the American imperialist.a, we have foiled one 
of their strategic scheme-s, and a new form of war, ti. part 
of their war against our country. ' 

While 1.2 million Gls, puppet mer~narles and satellite 
troops suffered heavy defeats in South Viet Nam, the 
"supremacy of the U.S. Alr Force" wu buried in the North. 
This testifies to the invi'ncible nature of people's war, the 
hopeless bankruptcy of tho obsolete military scienl-e of 
imperialism and our ample capability to dc!eat any kind 
of aggressive war by any imperialist who dares to Jnvade 
our country. 

As you have mentioned in your report, the victory won 
by the inhabitants and armed forces of the towns and in• 
dustrial centres are most bri11iant ond significant In many 
wa,ys. I witl del'elop some ideas. 

I. Finl, tbio io a lrlumph for the delermlaallon ol 6Ur 

pr.ople to sac.rlfice themselves fur indcptndence and frf!e• 
dom and for the political and military line of our Party nnd 
its most correct and skilful conduct of t he war. 

What our people have experienced 1.n OUT recent war 
Ll: resistance against U.S. agg:ressi.on tn both parts of our 
country has enablod us to see our foe more clearly. The 
Americnn Dggressors ar-e the Jeadlng imperialists, cruel, 
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perfidious, wealthy with 11 hugi! military and economic 
potential. 

In order to defeat them, we must ftrsl have: a very fl.rrn 
resolve, for it is the decisive foctor of our victories. It is 
also' th~ manil~station of a profound revolutionary spirit, 
:l firm stand and a solid basis from which to carry out e 
corl'ttt and cr~ative political and mililory task. Our .resolve 
Is to defeat U1e American aggressors. This is the resolve of 
our P.:irty Central Committee headed by President Ho Chi 
Minh,.of the 17 million people ln the North who are deter• 
mined to fulfil their lofty duty towards the FatherJand an<l 
olf their 14 million brothers and sisters in the South. This 
is also the resolve of the South - U1e Brass Wall of the 
Fatherland - whose people are determined that •• should 
the AmerietJn aggressors strike lhe North once. the South 
would strike the.m ten. twenty time11 harder.'' With 1ruch 
an iron will, our people duly punished the aggressors jm. 
mediately after they had fabricated the ' ·Tonkin Gulf in• 
tident" and braz.only unleashed on August 5, 1964, theil' 
war planes against mnny localities in the North, i.n• 
eluding u,e towns ol Vinh and Hong Gai. With this firm 
d~Lerm.inatfon, the people in the North thwarted all U.S. 
escilations of the war. Meanwhile, the American aggressors 
who JandM en n,ass.& in South Viet Nam to save the Saigon 
P"Ppet regime were soundly beaten by the South Viet­
namese people. To t-scape from their difficulties in both 
rone9 of our country, on June 29, 1966, the American air 
pi rates attacked Hanoi and Haiphong, the two biggest citie1 
in the North, inaugurating a most serious stage in their 
war escalation. Dcte.rmined to fight selflessly for independ• 
ence and freedom our people repulsed them, This resolve 
was expressed in President Ho Chi Minh's appeal of July 
171 1966, o.n unforgettable sacred call to the nation. He said: 
"Johnson and his clique should realiu that they may bring 
ill 5001000, one milion or even more troops to step up the 
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war of aggression in Soulh Viet Nam. They may use thous• 
ands of aircra.(t f~r intensified 1'ttacks &a-ainst North Viet,. 
Nam. But never wUl they be able to break the iron will or 
the h•rolc Vletname,e people to fight •g•inst U.S og• 
gress.ion, for national salvatiqn, The more obstinate they 
are, the grave.r their crime. The war may last another five, 
ten, twenty yeara or longer. Hanoi, Haiphong and other 
citles and tn~rpris.es may be destroyed but the Vietnamese 
people wiJl not be lntimida~ed I Nolhing is more precious 
than independence and freedom, Once victory is won, our 
people will rebui!d our country and make it even more 
beautiful.'' 

Responding to that appeal, we re,olute1y defeated the 
two wau of destruction of the American aggressors, who 
reached a very high nmg In their escalaUon. Bttause we 
were convinced that "Nothing is more precious than in· 
d•~d•nco &nd treed.om" ond were not alroid of ~dng 
Hanoi and Haiphong destroyed, these two cities stood firm 
and became two heroic citte$. This has been confirmed by 
Western writers and journalists who have visited our coun­
try. The British journalist Felix Greene wrote that he had 
seen every ciUz.en in those cities ready to sacrifice his life, 
and when an entire peopl<!> are ready for such a sacrift~. 
nothing can frighten them. 

Our dete.nnlnation ls a concrete man.if'estation or the 
profound revolution:iry spi.rit of the working class and the 
superiority of our socialist system. It is also a well-founded, 
objectively and lcientiftcally-ba.sed resolve, A.It soon as the 
U.S. "special war" strategy provod a hopelHS failure In 
South Viet Nam, our Party foresaw that the Americans 
might engage in S'Jstained efforts to wreck the North, Our 
assessme,nt was that the war of dest'ruclion was an integral 
part of the U.S. war of aggression in South Viet Nam. Its 
task was to Mt at the great base or the great fronUine, to 
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attack the revoluUonary base or the whole nation, in order 
to save the U.S. arid its puppets from severe defeat. That 
Is why this war of destruction Is related to the development 
or the U.S. war of aggression iu South Viet Nam, ind, in 
the main, it will end only when the U.S. &ggrHSOrs uro 
completely defeated there. Besides waging their war of 
destruction, the Amoricuns are attempting to deliver a blow 
at the socialist. camp and the nations who have gained tn­
deJ)(:'ndence and sovereignty, thus challenging the revolu­
tionary people in the world. 

Politically, this is the fundamental weak point of the 
U.S. war or destnction, t>E!cause, origin.ating as the by• 
product of the Americans' strategic failure in the South 
Viet Nam battlefront it has from the very outset. borne 
a strategically passive cbnractc-r. At the Mime time, as part 
of the U.S. ••Jimik-d wsr" or aggresslon in the South, tt 
cannot escape the law o( this war which works as follows : 
.. Ash~ f~ the U.S. p.ggressor is obliged to escalate U.u~ 
war; when this es,:alation comes to griel, he is compelled 
to scale up the war, only to suffer a bigger setback which 
eventually fore-es him to climb to the highest rung. Then. 
when he meets with even greater failure, ht Is compelled 
to scale down the war before he meets total tlasco.11 

If the U.S. wa1 of destruction is governed by this law, 
this is also due to the tact that it bears the character of an 
mtjust ~d brazen aggrells.ion against the D.R. V.N., an in• 
dependent sovereign country, a member of the socialist 
camp. This impudent provocation against our people and 
progresslve forces in the worJd le11ds to the fact that the 
bigger the size of th-e U.S. Imperialists' military operations, 
the heavier their defeat and the greater their isolation fn 
the poUtical field. That ts why notwiU,standtng its huge 
Air force, ample modem technical means and air hues 
close to North Viet Nam, the U.S . is st.Ul ruled by the law 
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of gradual escalation. In fact, over the last lew years in the 
big towns we have seen lb.at the An1ericans have some­
times scaled up the air war, and sometimes scaled i t down 
to escalate it laUH·. They closely combined their barbarous 
methods wlU1 political and diplomatic manc:euvres and 
their acts of destl'Uction wjth psychological war. At Umes, 
they made use of concentrated forces le) launch massive 
&U!l.cks on big towns so as to sh:ike our t·csolvc to tight 
them. But the bigger the battles, the het.vier their defeat, 
arid they were compelled to resort to snedc attack by small 
groups he.fore finally resigning themselves to failure. 

•ro lead our people in their victoriow struggle against 
the U.S. war o[ destruction, our Party hns charted a correct 
and skilful political and military line. It ha, come to the 
conclusion that the war of destruction waged by the U.S. 
in the North is not yet an outright aggression but a pnrt 
oJ Its war of aggression aimed at imposing its dominaUon 
on South Vfet Nam. Our Party has laid down for both 
parts o( our country the line and revolutionary task to 
beat the U.S. war of destruction and build up socialism in 
t.he North; it has corre1.1ly handled the relation between 
production and combat and clearly set concrete tasks lo 
onr people in the new situ:iliou, together with the p0lic~• 
oJ the trausformatlon of peace time to w:irtimc octivitice 
simultaneously with the swift development of the arm~d 
force .... 

Our review of people's war in big towns must bring 
into tf::li6f the skilful applicatfon of the }-?arLy's general 
lir.e and policy at the same time as it studies and :1nalyses 
the military line. the ~ple's war. It n(!eds to mako clear 
&hat the pet,ple's wnr waged 4lgaJnst the U.S. war of destruc­
tion in the North is part of the people's war w:ijJed by our 
people throughout the country against U.S. aggression. It 
his been conducted in the large rear area of the resistance 
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wu - the revo1utional'y b3~ of the whole country- and 
therefore is :a war of liberation. On the other hand lb.is 
people"s war Is also a war to defend the socialist North, an 
independent and sovereign country, member ot the socinl­
bt camp. 1"h:it ii. why it has the task and the c.ha.raeter of 
a war for national defence. one whJch, this tim~, is waged 
when the North ha& a great political and moral allength, 
a ,re.at material force and the superiority of the soc.Jell.st 
system. Witli its own forces and the staunch sup~rt o( 
the brothC!-r socialist countries. the North can meet the 
primary need, of comb.it, construction and lhe people's Ute 
In a long war and at the same time C$fAblish tho baiis for 
national construction -when the war comc-s to a victorfous 
end. 

Formerly Lenin dlffE-..rentiated between two kinds \.l! 
ju,t war, the liberation war and lhe $elt~delence ,,ar or 
war for.national defence, T1,e liberation war is waged by 
a subjugated people rJsing up with bare hands and e.-entu• 
11Hy winning victory. as Uncle Ho said in a poem composed 
ll Pac Bo 1. The sell-defence war is waged by a nalion 
which has gaited lndependence1 has a political, ecooomic 
and miUtttry base, and U!ts ils power to mobilize its human 
and mnterial forces to ftgbt foreign aggression. In the 
history of our struggle against aggres.11:lon our people have 
wnged these two kinds of war. 'today the advanced rela­
tions of production ff\ lhe socia1ist North have enabled us 
to make a genuine people's wn with a new quality 3nd :. 
new strength extending over a wide area, from the vast 
rurt l areas to the cities and industrial centres. 

The l!Ocfalist system has created fnvourable conditions 
for nil regions to develop vigorously, objectively and sub­
jectively, so as to become vanguard regions. Nevcrthe16S, 

I. The aulhot Is 1·rff!ntn1 to tM porm AfllJttfk ra t' 80 which 
Uoele Ho wrote In Fehruary J~I. 
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the lu·ban centres, especially the big towns with the 
features mentioned above possess better conditions for an 
extensive people'$ w,r with the elements of a modem war, 
waged on every front. 

If Qur flrYgg!e «Sl!IIJt 11,S. •Wffflon lor nalional 
salvation is first of all a decisive test of our will and deter­
mination, here, especially in Hanoi and Haiphong. t.hia will 
and determ.lnallon is most typical of our people and their 
armed forces. It is typical of our conviction that nothing 
ta more precious th.an independence and freedom, of our 
resolve to smash the greatest war escalation o! the Ame-­
rkan aggressors. Here the- soc.ialist relations of produclion 
have gained predomi.nanc:e and appeared in the form of 
public ownership and collective ownenh.ip1 serving as a 
firm basis for the closo unity and unanimity of the entire 
people and for the worker-peasant allia.n1;:e under the lead­
enhip of the Party. He.re the profound revolutionary spirit 
of the working-clasa is closely linked to the new potential­
ities o! our nascent but deve-loping industry, 

That we have defeated the U.S. Air Force and defended 
OW' economic and de.fence potential, es~y in the big 
towns and cities marks a step forward for the people's 
wu and is a great success of our Party in the guidance 
of people's war. We can be proud that we have accumulat­
ed valuable first hand experience on the role played by 
A.A. units, rocket-launching units, air force and modern 
war mean, and weapons used in the anU-al=aft defence 
in urban et►.ntres. These are advanced experiences because 
in this strategic battlefield we have concentrated a fairly 
big force against the Ame•'rican aggressors. That is why it 
is precisely in the towns and urban ccnlrH th.at our people 
have gained the most impo.rtant experien.Cfl: in anti-aircraft . 
defence technique, especiaHy Sn ,uch fields as U1e organiza­
tion of operations, guidance of combat CCM)rdination and 
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in devising the best flghtJng methods for each category of 
anti-aircraft defence and air torees. 

In the guidance of anU-a.ircraft defence in urban 
cen.tres, especially in big towns and cities, offensive should 
go togellter wl\h dden1ive and people'• air defence should 
be ~tepped up. We must lay great emphasis on these two 
tasks, because they complement each other in the prote❖ 
lion of the people's lives and the property as weU as that 
of the State, they reduce our losses to the minimum and 
create conditions for our people to replenish theLr forces 
for a long war. People's anti•aircraft defence in big towns 
and cities also contributes to th~ stabiliz.ation, consoUda­
tion and Improvement of our Jiving standard and so en­
hances our dP.termination to atroggle. 

The people's defence work has been satls!actorily 
canied out in every locality in the North, but it WJ.S the 
big towns which gained the most valuable experie1'lces. It 
Js there that the people's air defence has shown to the 
gre-ate.st extend its initiative, eagerness to fight the 
enemy, popular character and !.ense of discipline. It is there 
th.at many complicated problems of people's a:ir defence 
have been solved. It can be said that it Is there lhat the 
development of peopJe'& war bu manifested itself most 
clearly in order to beat a war waged mainly by U1c U.S. 
air force. 

In transport and commwiications we have gained valu­
abl,e experiences the most important of whic.h is in long• 
distance transport south of the 4th Military Zone, which 
Wl!S constanUy subjected to fierce American bombard~ 
ment.s.. Nevertheless the big towns and cities and some 
bi,g industrial centres have transport problems of their 
own : the major one is the leadership, organization and 
mo,blllz.ation of the huge potentialities o! the working 
c-lass with its well-knit foroe, a force which has rapidly 
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ad11pted itself to Wilt conditions, reached a high te.chnkal 
level •nd possased modem equipment and means. Another 
mnjor proble1n Is the simultaneous pNltttion of many 
communication lines to ensure regular traffic in a small 
urta constantly exposed to enemy raids. 

Furlhl!rmore, the big towns and industri:al C')nll"ff 
p03SeM rich experience (different from that gained in the 
countryside) In such problems as organization of th& p,o­
ple's life, keeping security and order, mobilization of 
human force for the front, building of the militia and aelf­
defonce units. 

Another important t.uk of the people's war policy 
successfully applied to big towns Is shifting the economy 
from a peace~tJme to wartime economy and building and 
developing the local economies. With the manpower found 
locally, and the osaistance offorded by othel' localities, the 
central government and the brother countries, we have 
rntt the needs of the struggle and sent supplies to the 
great front, meanwhile helping to s.aUafy the: people's te­
quirements in primary goods. We have been able not only 
to protect our material and technical bases but also to 
establish new ones, to maintain the centralJy .. run economy 
while developing the local economies, increasing our ero• 
nomic pote,ntial and strengthening our national defenee. 
In the four years of war against U.S. aggression, the 
economic ta.sh successfully carried out in the big towns 
and cities have contributed to the great victory of our 
people in the N'orth, a victory of strategic significance in 
:,11 fields. 

How hat$ the Party's economic line been opplfed t o 
the war condiOons in urban cenlrH ! Besldes those pl'(lb­
tems rela.ted to the policy and trend of production, ft is 
dear tho.t the organiiation and distribution or production 
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ln c.lose eoordinaUon wilh the combat forces and the pro­
tec:Uon of production, as well AS the continuity ot in­
dultrinl production while the enterprises were parU;:i.lly or 
wholly scattered, are experiences s~ptlble of further 
applicat.ion. These experiences are not only to be applied 
If war bruits out again but are lmmedlaltiy applicable 

80 115 ~o OOl)rdlnata th& national economy with national 
defence. The most correct attitude of those who ,re masters 
of their country is to see to its economk development as 
well u th• strengthening of its defence. 

t. Skilful applieallon o( the military art o( people's wMr 
to A.A. deferice in towns and industrial (fllttfl. 

In their air strikes at our towns and indt11trial cen• 
tres, the American aggressors made ute of a huge air force 
comprising the most up-to-date planea (e~cept for B. 52s 
which were used only in Vlnh Linh anc Quang Btnh), 
which manned by experlen<-cd air pirAtes, struck In repeat,. 
ed waves of attack and resorted to the most perfidious 
tricks. The US Afr Force used demolit.ion bombs of from 
1,000 to 3,000 lbs to destroy buildings In urban centres; 
time-bombs ond delayed-action bombs to seal off acc,!SS 
to them i CBUs. gas bombs and fragmentAtion rocke~ to 
slrike at populous town quarters, rocktls and gwded 
bombs to hit at industrial bo.ses and ,other important. 
targets. They continJally changed their striking methods, 
\Wng now big forces for massive operations and launching 
successive waves of attacks i now small forces for sudden 
attacks, and shi.fting from day operations to day and night 

operationo. 

Though perfidious and cruel the Amtrican aggresscm:1 
could not 11ttaln their strategic objecth•es, because our 
townspeople had a great resolve and skiUully applied the 
military a.rt of people's war lo A.A. defence. 
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Thls military art stems from the Party's people's war 
line. The primary purpose of this line ls to unite the whole 
nntion and entire people for the fight and to use the peo­
ple's arnwd forces as a fighting nucleus under the Jcader.. 
$hip ot the workJng class to bring into play the combative 
f•ree of the whole nalion In order l!o defeat the powerful 
aggressive forces of imperialism. The milil:lry art of peo• 
pie's war applied lo AA. detenc.-e derives from the line or 
people's war against the U.S., war of dest.ructlon waged 
chiefly by aircraft. The m;:1ln content of that tine is to unite 
the entire people against enemy air strikes, for A.A. defcnce 
and for the maintenance of traffic communicnlions; to co­
ordinate closely production and cotnbat, attack and de­
fence ; to change the trend of economfo produetion in order 
to serve national defence, tbe people~s Hfo and the building 
ol soeiali!lll. This military arl applled to A.A. defence ls 
also based on the general principles or tl1e war ot resistance 
against U.S. aggression : popular. all-sided and prolonged 
resistance relying mainly on our own powers whlle draw­
ing intern;:itional support. 

Basing itSC'Jf on the above-mentioned points and on 
our characteristic featurt~s nnd those of the enemy, our 
Party has 3t on~ realiied that in order to counter the 
plratic attacks ot American airc,ra!t and to defend our 
towns and citJes and Jndus.tri:i.l C'entres- chieOy the big 
onts-• and other important poinlsii it is necessary to 
mobiliz.e the entire people for the fight, to take the three 
categories of our armed Con-es ns nuelel, to make the most 
use of the weapons nnd wnr menns in hand, from smalJ 
guns (rifles and tommy-guns) to A.A. batteries ot various 
calibers, rockets and jet planes. From experience in fight• 
ing we c.an now draw the conclu.\lon that this way of 
posing the quest.Ion Is correct and imaginative and ex­
presses the view-point of people's war as applied to opera­
tions of defence against US modern1 aviation. The point 
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has been confirmed that in a modern war, the factor 
deciding victory is man o.nd not weaponry. The new man 
in the socialist system is one with profound patrioLism 
and deep ht.tred for the enemy, capable of handling any 
weapon in hand and using flexible WlcLics to defeat U1c 
enemy. 

In the defence of urban centres and other importanL 
targets. each. AA. weapon has its own usefulness. Whereas 
our rockets and aircraft strike the enemy at long distance 
and high Wtitude1 rifles and 12.7 and 1445-mm machine guns 
are needed In battles against low-flying planes. That Is why, 
despite the fact that Ute big towns and dtics have a wlde 
range of sophisticated weapons and wnr means such as 
alraafl, rockets and A.A batteries or various slzes, since 
the very beginning we have paid ntlentlon to the launch­
ing of a widespread aircrn(t-hunting movement amon.g the 
population. 

The correct solution of that problem has not only 
resulted in a great number of enemy planes brought down 
but, more important still, it has gradually shaped the Cunda­
mental lines of military art in AA, detence. Today practice 
has <"On.firmed that an efficient A.A. ddcnce system operat­
ing in urban centres must possess a ubiquitous multi-level 
ft.re network operating in close co"0E'Wnalion with th& gun 
emplacements built in the suburbs and in adjacent areas 
adding their actions to those of the batteries installed in 
the town itseU. In order to bring into full play the fire 
network defending the town, the key problem ln A.A. 
de.fence operations is to organize a goOd combat oo-or• 
cilnaUon between various arms and various units in whlch 
weapons of cUficrent kinds must closely co-ordinate their 
action and develop their full efficiency. 

But how is that combat coordination organized in 
urban centres ? Many problems crop up whkh require n 
judJcious guidjng principle. Thnt principle is "to closely 
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combine the opel'ations c,,1 the army A.A. defence forcts 
(AA balleriff, rocket, air force, radar) with those of Ill• 
wJdespttad aircraft.hunting movement In infantry units, 
especially In sell-defence units and militia," Tim principle 
is most appropriate and has a practical meaning as It con­
tributes to the unity of thought, organiution, commai:d 
and ftgbling style, en•bling the army unit.a to clO&d.y o,,, 

orclnate their: action, thereby Jntensifying the efficiency 
of A.A. fire. Whenever enemy aircraft make their appear• 
ance, the harmonious coordination of our A.A. defence is 
a riice aiaht to watch. It can be said that all the units 
recenUy taking parl in the defence of our cities-A.A. 
batteries, rockets, air force, seU.defence, militia and in $Orne 
localitin, the navy and people's armed police -have 
achieved brilliant e.'Cplolts. 

Because they have grasped the guiding prlnclpl.. ol 
people's war and skilfully adapted them to the condition 
of A.A. defence in the cities, our armed forces have devised 
trulllY resourceful and Hexible fighting methods. The A.A. 
gunners fight the enemy unremittingly and with mobility, 
usin.g the surprise factor and sometimes concentratirig 
their fire to the maximum. The rocket launching unita 
focu~ their auention on a prepared batUefield while 
soraftimes using mobile combat laclics. With its own ~-pe­
daJlud combat method. .. our air force has downed many 
enemy aircraft, including the most up-to-date ones. Ou 
seU-defence force and milltia have two main forms ot 
flgbUng : flnUy, organiz.atlon Into teams of sections Hght­
ipg in rotation so that combat duty is penn&nently as.,ured ; 
and secondly fighting and production work carried out in 
place, "gun in one hand and hammer or plough Jn the 
other." Thanks to their tight organization and good eom• 
rna.'ld our self-defence units w£ire able to save manpower 
for product.ion while di.splaying high combat efficiency, 
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" puUcularly the 12.7 and 14.5--rnm gun teams. We have 
dr,lled fighting methods appropriate to Vietnamese con• 
dttlons Md over the towns. These are most valuable ex­
periences which enable us lo fight victoriously against 
.IU))Uior numbers. With weapons and war means in the 
main inferior to those of the enemy In quantity o.nd modern· 
tty, we weN! able to defeat him. We have fcu,ght with tht 
apJrlt of uattacking the enem~• to wipe him out, defending 
0\11' targets, maintaining and repleni1hlng our forces, and 
developing our strength in the CO\.ll'&e of ftght.in.g." 'Ibis has 
prevented the US air force from brillging lta strong poinlS 
Into full play whtle it exposes its wu.knes,es more Clearly 

for us to exploit. 

The 1truggle of our u.rban cent.res against the US air 
force hU enabled us to correctly aSlds U·.e J>O$$ibillties, 
roles and positions of the various components of the armed 
forcfl: in our A.A. defence network. 

,. 

Our A.A. artillery units, a most importlnt force, fight 
perseveringly and unremittingly, showing their great 
potenUal in the defence of the town and cities, industrial 
r.entres and other targets. They are easy to move and ea$y 
to·rtplenilh; 1n addition they have a wide range of fire 
and con.sequenily in case of need can independently defend 
a point inside or outside the city. Our rocket launching 
units and yo\lDg a.Jr• for<:e, even in their baptism of fire, 
have proved to be a match for the modern US air force. 
Equipped with sophlstlcaled weapons, they are one of the 
main elements in the anti-aircraft defence system of the 
cities as they are able to foil the enemy attacks from •far, 
wipe out the ene-my at high altitude, .»ordinate their 
action and create favourable conditions-l.or A.A. batteries 
or the militia and other combat units to wipe out t.he 
enemy. The building t1nd development of these modem 
arms ts the result of great effo11s m•de by our people's 

" 
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army townrds meeting the requi.remenLS of combat, and 
marks the maturity of our people's armed forces. Mean• 
while, we have paid great attention to spread the aircraft­
huntU'!g movement far and wide, taking :ts core the self• 
delence forces In the city and the militia ln the suburbs. 

In fact, the hll-del•nce units .and militfo in. variow: 
towns, citi~ and industrial centres have played a role 
of paramount importance. Figpting independently, these 
self-de-fence and militia unlts have shot down many Ame .. 
rican :els by small arms. 

The battle recently given to the sophisticated Ame• 
rican aircraft over the towns and cities has made us 
realize the necessity of fighting low-flying planes in o. 
modern war. It can be entirely undertaken by self-defence 
and militia units in the towns and cities. In Hanoi, Hai­
phong, Nam Dinh, Hongai, Cam Pha and other urban 
t.'efltres, besides sel{.defonce units equipped with small 
arms, there o.ppeared self•defen<--e units handling smal1 
caliber A.A. arUllery pieces fighting most courageously and 
resourrefully, an efficient hel p in aJr defence. From this 
fact we can infer that the self-defenc-e forces in urban 
centres have ample pos.sibiHties for wing ~phisticated 
weapons to strengthen ail' defence. The sell-defence units 
in urban cent.res are composed mainly of workers who Jive 
and work together in close-knit organizations: belonging 
to various branches of production1 chiefly industrial pro­
duction, and can therefore quickly adapt them.selves to 
the fishting conditions of the armed forces. These units 
ere abo made up of office workers and town people who 
also have a high revolutionary spirit, a good cultural 
standard ond p,nticularly n fail· scientific and technkaJ 
knowledge enabling them to assimilate modern military 
tactics and technique .TJ1ey are organized according to pro, 
duction units and government, technical departm~nls, and 
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have many pos,ibilities to aerve in combat and combat 
support. lf over the recent period there had been better 
organizaUon, equipment and training for sell-defence units 
in urban centres, they would probably have developed 
lhtlr combat efficiency even more vigorou&ly. 

Solf-delence ol late was •1~ t,he mJ1ln oomhat su~ 
port force in urban and industrial centres.. In the past 
four years Hanoi and Haiphong alone used tens of millions 
of work days for combat support'i other towns, town$hips 
and lndusl<!al centres uJed hundreds of thoUSltlds ol work• 
da)'5 each. In these localili .. this work showed a h igh 
degrff of technical proficiency. There, members of self• 
defence units of Industrial enterprise:s worked hundreds 
of thousands of days for national defence to tum out or 
repair means of communications and t-ransport1 and part.ci: 
for A.A. batteries, rockets, telecommunlcatfons, army en• 
glneers and the navy. The self-defence units also trnin 
tens of thousands of gunners, transport workers and other 
technicians lo replenish the regular armed forcts. Here. 
the workers' skilful hands and the material and technical 
basis of our young Industry have crealed huge potential­
ities for combat support as is proved by fact.s: it was the 
worker members of ~U~efenc-. units who made bridges, 
ferries, prefabricated fortifications or used modern techni• 
cal means to repair or expand air fields and build '' urgent 
military roads" for the pressing needs of the war. All this 
shows that the local loglsUc forces of our socialist towns 
and cities have a huge potential for serving • long war If 
Lhey are well organized, protected and made use of. 

We nre aware th.at In military opera:Uom, particularly 
in A.A. operations, protectton plays a rol& of p•ramount 
impo11ance. Attacking the enemy should go hand in hand 
with A.A. defence and the protection of tlae population. 
'MIis is a most correct policy, a guidi.ng principle of 
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AA. operations and hu yielded tremendous results In ~e 
defence o( urban centres. These are two tasks closely CO.'\• 

nec·ted with each other. Whatever the cJrcumstances they 
cannot be separated. Because we carried out s~h work 
as A.A. defence, camouflage, protection of the population, 
and decoys, suitable to th• topography and the condlllons 
of our urban centre&, we were able t.o reduce our loNCS 
lO a minimum and strengthen our for<::es in the cours~ or 
a Jong struggle. 

Our urban and industrial c.ntres have slso satisfac­
torily carried out such work u pro~ctton of the live;! and 
property of the population, the property of the Stale and 
the stabiUzation of the people's life and production work 
tn wartime. Clvlllan A.A. defence helped to raise t~e 
ftghtJng spirit c.f our people. It is particularly important 
in urban centres_ chiefly in big towns and citfos, u con­
ditions there are more pressing and complicated than in 
the countryside. In the countryside, to protect ourselves 
agE.lnst enemy bombs and shells, even tn the hardest-hit 
areas, like the 4th tone, we have coneentrated our efforts 
on protecting the people's lives and property by build­
ing a system of undergrolll\d shelters without considering 
it siecessary to ma.ka a large scale transfer of the popola• 
tion, as its density here is not so heavy as in urban centres 
and the material and the technical basis not so important. 
In urban and industrial centres, civilian A.A. defen~ 
work is more complicated as it is necessary to solve the 
problem of evacuation, the scattering of the populaUc;n, 
machines. equipment, and goods within a short time. 
Not just tens of thousands but hundreds of thousands of 
people were evacuated from urban centres to rural are~11 
and not just some part.ti ot a factory but whole factories 
indeed a large number of modern factories, were transfer• 
red. This was a very hard job. However, thanks to tbe 
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att•t sense of responsibility of our c.e.dres at all level! 
who were concerned with the people's lives and the prop­
erty of the people ond the State, and !honks to the peo­
ple's high vigilance, the application of the principle of joint 
efforts by the State and the population and, to the activity, 
lnlllallve, scienUftc organization, and mass character of 
clvlUan A.A. d•f;an~, we- were t1hl,- to overcome d ifft. 
cultJes. which at first stgAt had !eemed to be insuperable. 
R.ea)izJng that this was a mo.,t dltficult task, we required 
that evacuation should be promptly done but safely en~ 
,ured, that production and other work sho·Jld be normal­
lud and the people's life should not be greatly affect~ 
while their Jiv'lng st,ndard should be adapted to the war 
rondttiona Jn order to bring I UCCe:5$ h, both production 
and fighting. 

After organizlng evacuation, we cm now draw some 
experiences to be applied to towns and cities and in­
dustrial centres. The maln potnta are: 

Compulsoi-y evacuation of aged peopl~ chi1dl'en, pro• 
ductlon units whose presence In the towns ls not required, 
schools, administraUve offices, and non-combatants. 

Evacuation in case of nted of those duty--called to 

~lay. 

Partial evacuation or scatterinl( to va.rious places h1 
the town itself of o\ftce.'i and factories who~ presence in 
the town:i i& neceslMU'y, of heavily populated town-quarters1 
areas where offices .1.nd enterprises are c:onrentrated, or 
those near likely target, (If the enemy. 

It is clear that for the leadership :ind guidance of 
production and combat, and a good orgimiz.ation or the 
people's life, it ts necessary to classify the objects of 
evncuatfon: evacuation of production units:, of govern­
ment offlees and of the p0putntion, 
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Haiphong has based itse11 on that dassifiention to de­
termine the zones of evacuation most convenient for each 
category such as the 1.one reserved for heavy industry, the 
zone for light ind.ustry, the zone for government offices 
and education, etc. Nam Dinh relies on the JXJrticulor 
features of each category to provide it with proper leader• 
ship in order to strcmgth~n the worktr-peasant alllancc. 
cstablls.h clO$e relallon bet.ween Indus-try anrl agriculture, 

• between town and country_ This Is an indispensable work, 
a good experience. · 

Besides the organlU\tion of evacuation, we have also 
see.n to U).e building of shelters in urban centres. We 
understand that a shelter is not only destined to afford 
refuge but also to guarantee the continuation of produc,.. 
tion and fighting 3nd create conditions for the population 
to keep up production, fight_ and give combat support. 
One noteworthy success acllieved by various localities was 
the widespread shelter building movement in which the 
population dispfayed m~y initiaUvcs such as the building 
of 20-mm shell•proof, CBU•proof, demolition bomb•proof 
shelters, the buJlding of underground trench~ for rcluge 
during air raids ; the buildlng o! revetment& and com• 
munication trenches to counter enemy surprise raids, etc. 

A.A. defence In urban centres fncludos other important 
works such as the organization o! an air .. aJArm system 
and of means to over(Ome the sftcrmalll of air raids 
(chiefly the rescue of people in collapsed shelters). These 
probJems, which we.re more complicated in the towns than 
in the cou.nt.ryside, were satisfactorily settled, Many local• 
ities bad theil' own plan to hunt enemy aircraft as well as 
to combat flood and to clheck the sabotage activities of 
\he law bad elements whkh ml~ht still remain in urban 
centres. 
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These are but some problems related to :the guidance 

of the struggle again,t American air raids in the towns. 
Reviewing the whole AA detence work in urban centres 
we He all the more clearly that thia ie a clear manifes~ 
talion o! the development o! the people's war again,\ tho 
U.S. war ol destruction. Its: tremendous eft'ects have great-
1,Y reduced the dam,ge done lo the townsfolk in Jives and 
property, 

3.. Chan.ring (he trend of the economy, ,neef ln&' the re­
q_uiretttents of combat, the people'8 JiJe and ~ialisf 
N>nstrudJon. 

In the four years of resistance to the US war of 
d~struction, our people, who have fought courageously and 
with great revol utionary heroism and worked pal~ 
l:akingly. have won vi<:tories of strategic slgnlfkance • 
these victories were made possible thanks chiefly to th~ 
completion of the economic tasks of the various regions 
In the socialist North1 Including the urban and industrial 
ce-ntres. 

. The success of the urban population in production 
l~es first in th~ shifting ol economic activities from peace 
tune to war time, and the building and development of 
the regional economies. Our townspeople have lklllully 
ap,plltd the Party Central Co1111niltee's ffllO!ut:lon on the 
trend and task of production in the new situation: con­
Lillluing the construction of the North, closely coordinat .. 
ing production with combat and economic construction 
with strengthening of national defence, resolutely defend­
lnlJ the North and de!•at.lng the air and naval war of the 
enemy. Jn the light of a correct analysis of the American 
imperialists~ scheme against the socialist North, the great 
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rear base ot the resistance to US aggress-lon and revdu­
t.ionary base of the whole country, we have rapidly td• 
justed the dlrectJon of our economic building and develop­
ment in urban centres which in.eludes many Unes of pro• 
d\lction, mainly industrial product.ion. •ro maintain Jll. 
d\lslrial production in big towns and cities, whe.re is c:m­
""""·•tt:J "'"' iinpott.anl. pan ot lndu.str-ial ~itcrprises 1n the 
North, our urgent task Is to efflcienily protect these pro• 
ducllve forces: men and machinery, first of all the men. 

At the end of 1964 ,when tpe US air force was int~l­
fying its spying activities and carrying out provocations 
oouth of the 4th zone, we took an tnltial meuure to prote<::t 
our Industrial installations, espedally in the regions likely 
to be attacked by the enemy. We also urgently carried 
out the 11ecessary preparations with regard to the stocking 
of goods and material, while taking measures to maintain 
traffic in the but conditions, aware that utronsport find 
ccmmunicalions is the urgent central task of the Party 
and the poop!•." Early in 1965, while coping with the raids 
of the US air force which was committing crimes against 
our population south of the 4th 2.one1 we foresaw that the 
enemy m1ght intensify his war of destruct-ion by unleaah• 
ing h.is aireraft against our big towns and cities and attac.k• 
Ing relenUcssly these centres and their suburbs. We ad• 
vocated that in order lo cope with the US air war, the 
btst way In the urban c-entres ls to organize combat as 
weU as defence and protection, to normaUze the peop!e's 
life and production quickly after each batUe and to .k .. p 
c«nmunications and transport in good order under all 
drcumstances. That is why, be.fore the enemy's attacks on 
big towns and centres, we had had a concrete policy with 
reg.:ird to the activities of lndustriol enterprises by deciding 
which of them would be evacuated, which of them wo1,1.ld 
1·cmain1 that the evacuated ones should have a definite 

Digitized by Google 

"' 
plan for that purpose, and the remaining ones should dig 
ltwlten. build revetme-nts and arrange th.lngs in a suitabfo 
IDINJer. 

, . The purpose ot tJ1e evacuation of workshops and 
fadories is to protect the productive forces so as to matn• 
taln' the continuity of production and wage an ~U.sided 
and prolonged war so as to win repeated victories. Stem­
ming from this, the evacuation of industrial enterprises 
wu ztaloUJly carried out in order of priority and cla11lft• 
eaUon : which would be evacuated first, which would follow 
,ult, which would go for good. which would be transferred 
only partly and which wholly. , 

'.~( . The guidance in the evacuaUon of production units ln 
,., big towns and clties call• for u long pl'O<ffS of politico! ,r 

education with the creation of various forrru and methods 
+ lor its execution. It fs for us a new task which requires 

a concrete and scientific plan to carry out. Under the ener• 
getlc leadership of lhe Party at various levels, leo..rning 
from the example set by the cadtts and Party members 
and bringing into play th• role of the T.U. organJzalion 
with the militia and youth union members as core. we 
have saU:lfactorily resolved that problem. Over the past 
lour years, hundreds of enterprises and store houses at 
central and regional level have been careblly protected 
together with hundreds of thousands of tons of machines 
and equipment and rflillion.s of tons of goods. 

This prntectfon requires great efforts en the pa.rt of 
our people and armed forces. It is ot paramount signltkance 
as it allows the continwtion of production under any war 
conditions. The maintenance and acceleration of socialist 
C'Onstruction tn hie t.nwns t1ind em .. hM an lmporiant effect 

as tt enables us to meet the requirements of combat 1nd 
supply to the front and contributes lo the stabili:iatlon ot 
the people', lite and of other aspects of Hfe. 
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Ill order to successfully shift the economy from a state 
of peace to a stale of war and lo bu.ild and expand the 
regional fttOnomies, it is necessary to inculcate a sense of 
vigilance on the masses_ combat all complacency, raise 
their sense of responsibility in the struggJe ,nd do fl.way 
with all manifestations of shirking duty. In government 
offi~s, entcrpri3ea o.nd works.hope, this ideological educa­
tion must be translated into action in combat, proLectlon 
of production and developmerlt of the role of tbe working 
class. 

One of the many experiences we have gained in the 
orgamzation of evacuation is the need to make a careful 
study of the cbaracteristles of each enterprise, of its chain 
oC production, its &ystem of managemeiit, .. in order to find 
an appropriate alte, decide the extent of evacuation, and 
calculate Lhe slu of the now const.ruclions, Due to diffi­
cultie.. in the evacuation of a huge volume of machinery 
and equipment, many enterprises have had to alter their 
production processes to adapt themselves to the war con­
ditions. In the end, they were well prote<:ted and able to 
rapidly normalize and meintain the tempo of production. 
On the other hand, th.rough lack of preparation and delay 
in evacuation many workshops took a long time to stabilize 
their producllon and even suffered human and material 
losses. 

Another important experience in the evacuation of 
enter;>rises from big towns and cities is the co-ordination 
between the urgent need of evacuation and the drawing 
up of plans for the building or permanent local economic 
enterprises which should lead to the gradual atabillzation 
and development of production, whatever the ctrcum­
stanct:s, to meet immediate as well as long-term require­
menll. 
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In big towns, cities and induatrial centres, skilled 

workers go to the front in greater and greater numbers ; 
nevertheless productJon is not disturbed because the 
Party's c-ombat slogan ••the more stubbornly we 0ght, the 
greater victories we win, and the stronger we become" has 
been made to govern wartime production: .. produce while 
seeking \o raiae productivity o.nd cxpo.nd produotion." In 

urbon centres, tens of thousand& of cadres and altilled 
workers have been recenUy trained in long term courses 
and correspondence courses, the major part being trained 
on the job. Many wom~n workers can now replace men in 
work requiring advanced technique so that they can go 
to the front. Resolved to "produce well m d fight well'', 
the working class and other toilers in the towns, and 
collective farmers jn the peripheries 0£ towns have 
energeticaUy defended the1r production work and coura­
geou5ly clung to their wPrking sites to keel> production 
goin.g, As it is an important !ront in the struggle against US 
aggt·e,.sion, all the fighters on that front hawi shown clearly 
thal they stand firm on it. "Fight when ihe enemy come,, 
continue production and normal l.ile when he hu been 
driven away." In this struggle, the working class and 
peasantry have set a bright example in worker-pea&ant 
alliance. Despite fierce enemy raids the workers have 
toiled day and night to meet the requirements of the fight­
ing and the people's liCe, and especially lo ~rve the 
technical revolution in agriculture. In the new relations 
ol production, the collective peasants have given up lands 
and how;es to the workers to aet up industrial enterprises. 
and fought with them to defend the workshops as well as 
their villages. It ia clear that, thanks to the superiority 
o( the socialist system and the matortal and technical 
basts of socialism, our urban and industrial centres have 
enjoyed more favourable conditions to strengthen the 
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worker.peasant. alllance and to use it as a ftrm basis to 
unite the people and step up people's war in the poliUcaJ, 
military and economic fields, This is the new force tind 
1,otential of people's wac in urb~n centres al present. 

Another problem to be solved by urban centres la 
'"how to combine the triple revolution: the revolutJon in 
relations ol production, the technical revolution, and the 
cultural and ideological D"evolullon, while maintc\inlng nnd 
developing production in wartime conditions.'' 

We know thaL a good organization of wartime pro• 
dudlon is dependent on the socialist relations of produc• 
tion. The urban c:entres are the points of industrial 
concentration and if they ore determined to develop in• 
ctust.dal production to an appropriate siz.c they can serve 
the people's lite and the fighting while helping to dmprove 
the new relations of production. To .:icccterate industrial 
production we must overcome Such shortcomings as per-­
tunctoriness, slackness.. the relaxation of Jabour regulu­
tions, and the tendency to think that .. in tim~ of war, the 
ffll!rc fuel of producing c..-ommodities is already a good 
thing" and be1lttle their econ«'mlc vtilue. Ther~ t:.,; also ri 

tendency to relax monagemenl and fl.out cos~ accounting 
practice. The movement dn which the workers take part in 
the man.1gement of U1eir workshops and take their produc­
tion team .1s a ba.si.s, laun,chcd in mony localiUes, has raised 
the ~nse ot responsibility ot the workers, their Jove o( 
labour and their courage in combat nnd has la\1ght them 
lo live an organized. and disciplined life. Expcrle-nce has 
confirmed that, when production i.s seattered, t:he pro~ 
ducUon team Is the bes~managed unit. Nevertheless:, H 
is necessary to mnintnin fo good working order &he· leader­
ship o( Ille loc:al Party 'branch, and the activities of the 
trade-union, youth organization 1111<1 self-de!ent'e unit, to 
lay emph(l..-;is on belt.er management, gradunlly .solve the 
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ptobltms ol labour managemen,. ensure the et'Aciency ot 
workdays, rationally divide manpower between production 
and ft.ght:lng, carefully manage reoeipt.s nnd expenses, en­
courage the workers and production tcums to raise pro• 
ductivity. 

There is no hiding the fact tJ1a.t, as a consequence of 
the revolution in the relation of :production achieved in 
the lour years ol war, the technical revolution in urban 
c:entrts bas continued to make Its effects fe1t in industry. 
agriculture, comm\mications and transport . 

Jn.du.atry: On the whole., lnd,1stdo.i pt'oduction was 
maintaln@d Sn the fierce war years. The enemy strove to 
deny us e1ectric power by hilting at our depots of fue1, 
materla1s,, equipment and machines causing us grent diffl.­
cullles, b·ut our various industrial branches were able to 
maintain their adivitfes. Regional industry has increased 
Its production year by year and built new production units. 
The economic structure has undergone nn initial c.hange 
and many valuable branches of !l)roduction have taken 
shape, meeting the war requirement. Engineering devel­
oped fairly harmoniously supp1ying greater and gre:1ter 
quantities of implements to agriculture and gradually 
equipping it with small machines for the technological re­
volution. 

The industrial bratich hamessed to communications 
1md transport also developed at a quick tempo, fulfi11fng 
Its targets every year and satisfying the requirements of 
eentral and local trnnsporl and communications. The con~ 
sumer goods industry also made progress. We may come 
to the conclusion th3t Jn th~ stubborn slruggle ;:igainst the 
US air force, our townspeople hav·e not only success!ully 
d@Cended their material and technical bases, but nlso main, 
taJncd production. Though still with shortcomings, thes.c 
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are vt!ly big $Ucccsses and valuable experiences of our 
people. 

Ayricuhure: The farmers in the periphery of the 
towns and cities have gradually overcome the Jmpediments 
caused by natural calamities and war and surmounted the 
diffic~Ues created by the enemy, including the shortage 
of manp0wer caused by recruitment for the army or other 
activities. Over the past years, the agriculture around 
urban centres has always ntet the food requirements o( 
the !nrmers nnd provided a n1ajor part of the foodstufts to 
tho townspeople, the raw materials for the processing in• 
dust.rlcs and agricultural produce for export&. 

W:th the ~ssistance of industry. the t.echni®l revo,, 
lution in agriculture has been accelerated. n,e supply of 
implements, ordinary and improve?, mostly equipment 
produced by small shops for agriculture, has been a pracUc­
al help for the development of agriculture. Today the 
farmers around urban centres have favourable condltlons 
!or intensive cultivation and increased crops, to push for• 
ward the "three targets in agriculture" movement for the 
attainment of 5 tons of paddy per hectare per year. The 
soclalbt relations of production have improved day by day 
and testified lo a powerful vjtaJity in war time. Thanks 
to these new relations of production, the cooperatives have 
!u!Hlled their food quota to the Stale. They manage labour, 
organhe the fighting forces, give work-points for mismons 
carried out for the benefit of production, combat and 
comba~ support, civilian A.A. defence and transport and 
communications. Generally speaking, the li!e of co~p 
members has remained stable; solidarity is closer and 
idenUty of mind greater in the cooperatives. 

Besides industry and agriculture, Ut@ building sector 
has also devoted greater efforts to serve the other economic 
branches. The commercial and financial branches, whose 
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function is circulation and distribution of goods, have help-. 
ed. producUon dev@lop in ils initial stages uid served as 
a bridge linking industry to agriculture, producUon to con­
swnption, home trade to foreign trade, the State trade 
sector to the cooperative trade sector. 

The cultural and ideological revolution has been carried 
out .in the political, economic and milltary framP.work o( 
the war resistance against US aggression iri general and 
.lS the ta~ of the urban centres in particldar. Here the 
Vietnamese national and working..ctass trMiUon of un• 
yielding struggle baa been applied to the edacalion o( the 
mas&es: to raise their patriotism, love of sodallsm and 
revolutionary heroism, to build a revolutionary mode of 
Ille, to resolutely foll U.S. a~on in order to liberate 
the South, defend the North, reunify the colll'llry and futftl 
our task toward our country and our intemationaUst duty. 
Here, in the fierce struggle against the US air war, the 
buildin,:: of the political fo~s has been carried out among 
the m~ simultaneously with, ideological ,,.ork. lf there 
were no strong Party organi:r.ation and no broad mass or­
ganization ~uch as the Trade-Unions, Youth Union, Wom­
en's Union, Young Pioneers, .and the militia in enterprise, 
snd town quarters, it would not be possible t(I achiev@ any 
task. If no patriotic emulation movement had been launch­
ed, it could not be possible to stimulate the masses to 
cany out revolutionary activities ceaselessly and vigor­
ously, 

It is clear that the socialist system has givtn ou.r peo­
ple n huge force and our army a very solid reA.r base, it 
bu been a d~1sive factor in beating the US war or 
drstr\lctlon. 

'rt'lc victory won by big towns and cities has the same 
cause RS the success obtained by the socialist North in the 
economic field. It is the outcome of the very cortect Party 
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line, the great heroism and creative and pain.st.a.king labour 
o! our people, the superiority of the.socialist system of the 
'North and also the precious assistance or the brother 
socialist countries. 

f., Su«eNes ta eo.mmulllcaUoas and tranaport, mobUbatioa 
oJ manpower in w ar thue, buildinc and e1:panding rq:io1al 
armed 11uit1, cmsurffll Nturlty and order 

'l'he auccesses -~ by the lnhabltanta ol th<! big 
towns and cities and industrial centres in transport and 
oommunicationSt in the mobilization of manpower in war­
time, in the building and expanding of regional armed 
u•ita, in the organlzaUon of the people's lile and tn ensur­
jng security and order stand also u great and all .. s;ided 
:SL1Cces&e1 and testily to o. new turning-point in the develq>­
ll\C'nt of people's war against the US war of destruction, 

In tra-n•port and communicctioru. 

We have frustrated o~e of the fundamental strategic 
objectives of the US In fta scheme to destroy our big 
towns and citie.s and industrial centres. The "isoJaUon of 
Hanoi from Haiphong and that of these two citi~s f:ram 
the rest of North Viet Nam" as threatened by Grant Sharp 
and We.etmoreland was not realized by the ..ggrtssors 
ao.."'Ord.Jng to their subjective calculations. The roads radJat­
ing from the capital, Hanoi, the Mart of the whole country, 
are like arteries sending healthy blood to variou, parts 
of the Fatherland. In the war years, the port city of Hai­
phong remained bustline, In other towns, f\1.1r «'mm,1nic..-. 
lien lines were, generally speaking, opened to traffic. The 
stmggle waged by th" inh,bitants in big towns nnd citi~ 
to protect our rojds was vigorous und slubbom. AU ll1l' 

mc,st barbarous means of w&.r used by the enemy - con­
ce1trated att&c:kt1 and fndiscrimlnate strikes by big wavl"S, 
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ar 1poradic incursions by smaU forces day and night­
ftN foiled by our armed force,, and people. All the l<inds 
of tophtstlcated weapons and modern war means used by 
tbe US to destroy our communication lines ruch as demo­
Udon bombs, tfme--bombs, magneUc bombs. have of course 
_...te,cl dlln~Ues for us but proved pow•rlees In bee of 
our high fighting spirit and the skilful and aeative labour 
ol. our inhabitants and armymen to protect our communica­
tion lines. 
·•· -· SJdJfWly applying the Party line and principle, we 
have afftrmed ainoe the very beginning that .. to maintain 
com.munications and transport in good order is the central 
task of the Party, armymen and inhabitants in urban 
N!Dtres in order to meet in any circumshmces the require­
fflt'Jlt., of the naUonat economy and national defen~. to 
ltl'Ve production and fighting in the rear and at the front." 
With lhis determination, a movement was launched in 
urban centres, urging our people to ensure communica­
tions and transport. This was co.rried out according to the 
principle th•t one should regard the communications and 
lransport forces as core, and the vanguard )'OUth brigades 
u shock troops. to bring into play the potentialities 
of· the region and solve urgent problems on the spot, 
In our guidance of this work, we have rapidly fotmd 
the m.aln links in the chain which is, the effkient orgtiniz.a­
don of river crossinJs and keeping the roads and riven 
optn. We have devoted all our efforts to beating the enemy 
on this fronl Thi$ is n successful experiEn<'e we have 
gaJn,d tn transport ~nd communications in bit, towns and 
C"ltiff. 

We had estimated tnl\t this would be the llercest trial 
ot strength between the enemy and u!, one which 
would be conoe-ntrated on a number of .. vitnl'' points fn­
tide and outside the urban centres and so we guided, devel­
oped and orgomiwd <~1r forces nnd strongly incre;ised our 
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road and river transport means compared with pre--war 
clays, In the same spirit we correctly advocated. that tr1mc 
could be guaranteed only when we hit hard at the enemy, 
regardlng this as a very important task of the armed forces. 
While doing such a heavy and urgent work, we hl\d also 
to carry out the "rnilitariz.ation" of the com.1:rnnication 
and transport service so as to raise the quality of that 
branch ; we had to inlenslfy the rep.air and overhaul ser­
vices, build new roads and bridges, increase the rnt".ans of 
transport, resolutely ensure traffic et '"vital polnU" while 
finding other roads and making the most use of an means 
available. 

With thelr determination to shed their blood if need 
i,., in order lo keep traffic golng, the A.A. gunnen of the 
regular forces and regional army units, together with the 
self-defence groups and militia men using riffes and ma­
chines gullS, N!SOlutely defended the communication lines. 
It can be said I.hat wherever there was tratftc, there were 
forces to protect it. This explains why, despite tbe fact that 
the number of enemy air strikes on commwiication lines 
Jn b!g towns and cities was very high, and big quantlUcs 
of bombs and shells were used by the enemy, we could 
reduce the damage we suffered to the minimum. 

EspecWly In a numb<er ol "key point.," our bridges 
and traffic were in good order, whereas hundreds of cme-­
my planes we.re downed by our A.A. batteries. 

WUh the Intelligence and creative initiative inherent 
in the working class, the defenders of comrnunicaUons and 
transport have solved many problems which at first sight 
had ieemed to be insoluble. Such bridges as Long Bien, 
Duong (Hnnoi), Quny, NJem (Haiphong), Ham Rong 
(Thanh HoR) altacked tens and even hundreds ol times, 
were immediately reopened to traffic. The ratio was two 
or thtte bridges newly built for one bridge hit. Ali.er each 
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combat, we accumulated many more experiences, de\'lslng 
new methods to protect communication llne:s with more 
advanc:,,d le<hnlques. The worken of the transport and 
communications branch in urban centres were capable of 
repairing if.he transport means of the army and other 
branches, malnlalnlng a high technical standard. With their 
own strength and local posalbillUes they w•re able to repair 
the exlsUng air fields and build new ones tn a fairly short 
time. In the dH,;l!viiaUon of time-bombs and delayed­
action bombs tht local engineers have introduced many 
valuable innovations, combining rudimentary methods 
with modern technique 1nd aplendJd courage with great 
resourcefulness and initiative. 

We have suetffS!ully carried out the work of guiding 
Lransport. kept the transportation means and good., secure 
and fulfilled the transport plans, The main experience, 
which deserve our attention were the following : to make 
the most use of all possibilille-s and means. take advantage 
of all favourable conditions to do transportation work, 
combine rudimentary means with modem means. bandi• 
crafts with engineering, w,e roads or wa~rwaya according 
to circumstances, all this with the determination to be able 
to use both. The establishment of a transport coo.rdlnation 
commlltee from the centre lo the base, the maintenance 
or this commlUN's normal functioning in urban centres 
under fierce bombings and the continuation of the normal 
iactivltles of the p>rt were the result of lessons lea.mt from 
put achievements. 

Today. we have all the farts for .an asansment of 
the huge potentialiUe, ol the local.itles In transport and 
«immunkatfons, .De;,idca reviewing the guidan~ o( peo~ 

pie's war, the tnnJport and communications department 
must make a more prolound Malyais in this respect, The 
local Party committee and organs concerned must enhance 
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their guidance in the work and do it we.ti. Whatever the. 
war conditions, communications and transport is a most 
imp)rtant slrategic: task for ow- Party and people. 
At present, though the local requirement in this respect is 
not so urgi?nt as tn time of wo.r1 the urban centres and 
other localiUes in the North are duty bound to meet the 
needs ol the whole country and the front line in this 
field The experience we have recenUy gained 1,howa that 
preparalion work in peRcQ time, such as additional roads 
and bridges, repair facilities, manpower available, guidance 
and dJrection, i& of paramount significance for the &hift 
lrora peacetime to wartime work. Therefore, we must be 
corutanlly prepared to rope with the eventuality of a new 
attack by the enemy as well as to satbfy the permanent 
requirem<!'nts of national defence. 

Mobilization of n1on1>01Der in war time and buUdino 
ond e.:,:pcmdhag of local CtTffled /Mee,. 

We ti.re aware that any victory won at the front stems 
from our $trcngth in the roar area. n1e greater our vie• 
tories at the fMnt, the better they contribute to the defence 
and consolldation of the rear. ·That is why replenishing 
our forces fm· the front 0:nd strengthening the rear area 
are indis!)en.sable tasks for all localllie.s if we are to ensure 
the success of the struggle against U.S. aggreasion. for 
national salvation. 

The resistance to the recent U.S. war of destruction 
has shown that tlie towns, dt.ies and industrial centres 
in the soei,liat North have huge potentialities and favour• 
nble condlUuJ'l.$ to carry through thJs luk. Neverthelesa, 
we met a num~r of difficulties as it was the first time 
that we had carried out large--sealo recruitment for military 
servtce. Moreover \hat mobUizaUon was undertaken iu 
condiUons of urgent production and fierce fighting in order 
to foil the new U.S. alr escalation. 'I'hese dlffieulliH have 
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now been surmounted and these possibilities and adViln• 

' !ages developed. The Party cadres aL all lo'lela and the 
inhabitants fn the'$e urban and industrial tentres have 
realized more and more clearly the role, requirements 
and relaUon.a between lhese two tasks and consequently 
hive done the1r t>est to fuUU the1r tasks. 'J'he urban and 
industrial «ntres have met the requirements of the wks 
of strengthening fon:es for the Iron~ building local armed 
forces and consolidating the rear area in every respect. 

· They have, on the whole, carried out the mobUlution 
Of troops well and, by this, have shown the.Ir dete.rrnlnatlon 
to foll US aggression. The industrial enterprl... bnv• 
trained workers for replacement and made careful arrange­
ments in the chain of production. Preparations for this 
mobilization have been made in peace time, rady for war­
Ume, and have been accompanied by education and the 
drawing up of regulations. In time of war, political educa• 
Uon and ideological remoulding among th• p<ople i. ln­
ettased particululy among the youth and mw organiza­
tions. ThanQ to this, we have been able to launch a wide--
1pread, seething, movement in which the slogan: 1

• We 
have the potential to deliver the quantity of grain required 
by the State and to recruit soldlen in the number required 
by the army," is changed into "We have the potential to 
d~Uver a quantity off grain above that required and to 
recruit even more soldiers". In the four years of fighting 
against the U.S. war of destruction, tens of thousands of 
cadres. Party members and workers have be~n moblllt.ed 
tor the front. Batt.altons and regtmenl•.sJzed u11lts numbcl'• 
ing tens of thousands of officers and soldiers made up of 
young men coming from urban and industrial centres have 
achieved brilliant exploits. We are highly elated and proud 
to know that theM young people have greaUy contributed 
to the common vklory. I fr 
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These successes have illustrated the patriotism and 
love ol soclollsm ol the townsp,ople and their deep haired 
for the enemy. They have bcc.n obtained thanks to our 
ability to re)y on the local Party branches, the local milit­
ary organs, th<' coordirultion between various branches, 
and the sense of r,espon&iblllt.y and contrlbuLion of the 
cadres ::it ;lll Jevels:. They are abo the out.come of the 
''three readies" movement1launched among the youth and 
.. three responsibilit ies" drive among women. Experl,enccs 
have taught us that. in urban cent.res as well as in ,other 
localities, political education, ideological remoulding, good 
impJementatJon of policy coupled with a Ught guidance 
In organJzatJon are fundamental factors leading to a sue• 
C'essiul mobilization of troops. 

Parallel to the task of serving the front, the towns• 
people arc also nmrjous to strengthen the rear base : one 
of these tasks is to build and expand the local armed 
forces as this meets the bnm~latc requirement and also 
the long•rnnge nttd to defeat US aggression under any 
circumstances. 

In the four years of war, our self-defen~ grou;ps in 
the towns and ciUes and militia in the periphery of cities 
have fou.ght the enemy while doing construction work and 
serving a, shock troops in other activities in the localities. 
They have now matured in all fieldJ - pollUc41., idoologl­
cal, military, organJ:zaUonal, and in equipme:nt ; t.h'3-y have 
$Wollen in numbers and lmprov~ in quality. Within a 
short time, through our experiences gained in the, war 
years, we have been able gradually lO classlfy th& sell• 
defence units acrording to their characteristics and elfi, 
c:iency to Jay the basis for the building and uLflizat.ion of 
each of them. T his i:s an excellent task which can raise the 
strength and combat efficiency of the self-defence forces ; 
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we must continue to study them and draw experiences for 
better work. 

In the last war, our sclf-delence units have proved 
their ample combat. possibilities. They can fight inde--­
pende.ntly or in coordinaUon with army AA. units against 
enemy war planes. Usually their weapons are rifles and 
machine-guns. Many of them have been organii,.ed into 
companies or battalions armed with small A.A. artiUcry 
pieces or into gro·ups to defend production bases, -or they 
have fought. in close co-ordination with AA. units of the 
regular armed forces. The technical teams or brigades of 
the sell-defence forces such as engineers'°, scouls', tele­
communications, chemical teams, and the secllons handling 
mort~rs or other sophisticated weapons, have fought 
efficiently and giv en an effecUve support to combat in 
urban cc-ntres. The selr~efence forces in the towns have 
trained tens of thousands of te$e.rve gunners to replace 
it need be those manning batteries or 1he regular· armed 
forces fighting in the.ir localities. The combat support. 
force in town is composed mostly of self.defence fight.en; 
who have undergone military training or taken part diroct­
Jy in. the fights. Against t.he fie.rce raids of J\merican air­
ttal~ the •ell-defence units are the sh0<:k forces of the 
workshops and fact-Ories which have been entrusted with 
4,Wicu.lt aaignments at vital points. 

We can come to t.he conclusion that, if we build a 
powerful ~lf..cfe.fe:ncc force and millUa, we will ll!Ot only 
be ready to fight and fight well, but we will be able to 
mabltaln and intensify production in all circumstances. 
The growth oI seJJ.defence forces with their new pe,ss1-
billUM lfe ob\iloiiily i novelty in urban and industrial 
cent.re$. going hand in hand with the growth of the work• 
Ing class ln factories, construction sites and agricultural 
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tarms. 'J'hese fttrces o,ccupy one quarter of the total self• 
dt'fence forces in the Norlh. If experiences can be drawn 
iroin past lessons lo g.lve them a better leade.rshJp, a more 
eftkient command and training nnd appropriate equip­
ment, surely they will become very powerful forces capable 
of meeting &he local requirements in wartime as welJ as 
In peace time, in the s1rengthening of the rear orea os well 
as the replenishment of forces for the frontline. 

In the building of the self-defence forces at present, It 
is necessary to pay attenUon to raising the quality of the 
fighting forces. SLress must be laid on the main task Which 
is the lrainlng of the commanding of.ficers. The militury 
organs in urban and industrial centres also need to ~ 
sLrengtheued so as to discharge their ta!'ik as staff of Party 
local committee in the guidance ot the self-defence and 
miliUa movement in particular and In the direction of the 
armed forces In gener-al. 

Apart from rounte-ring air raids, the task of the poo­
ple's war in urbon centres is to foil 1n time all the sabo­
t11ge act.s: of the enemy, all his psywar activities and all 
his · sla_nderous propaiganda and to check all trouble­
making hy bad clements. It is: even more important to 
kC<'p order and fight ~gainst enemy psychological warfare 
in urban and industrial centres than In other Jocalitles, 
becuuso they are the polit.lcal, economic ~nd cultural centres 
and form the material and technical bases of our country. 

In the war years, security and soda) order was main­
tained and the pcople"s lite was not disturbed. The leading 
organs at central level and in various regions, foreign em­
bassies and fore:lgn visitors and the ships calling at our 
ports weN kept safe. Evacuated or dispersed workshops 
ond factories, storehouses, and machines and equipment 
we.re we.11 protected by our people. 
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' ,. ThEse great achievements wtre obtained thanks to. the 
concern ·of the Pany commlltce& In the towns, the g:reat 

' efforts of the authorities nnd the determination of the 
tff'Urlty forces, chietly the people's police and the self­
defence units in vB'rious factories, government off\ces, 
town quarters, constnu:tlon sJtes ... With the movement to 
tctep security and order i:preadJng alt over U1e urban 

, ttnlres and countryside, the people's police and se.lt--defence 
tor«s have played a most imporLant role. Usually they 
co-ordinated with each other very closely and toge'ther 
worked out a rommon plan of action. The forces in charge 
of security and order also knew how to <livldt tht sector& 
of protection, to rely on the masses and make use of edltCa• 

Uonal meth~ and most importantl to mobilize the masses 
so as to ensure security not only in.side the urban centres 
but also outside the·m, parlicularly in the loc:alit..Ies to 

• whi<h the state org011s and townsp4'0ple were evacuated. 

This work has been well executed by the c:ipital, H~nol, 
and the port ot Ho.lphong, I.he two biggest cities in N,orth 
Viet Nam. During t..hc war, our people's material and 
spiritual life has met with difficulties. but ha.s rema.inl'd 
stable in the main a.nd even improved in some aspects. 
The Party Commlttee-s have solved many problems regard­
ing, for example the distribution ot foods:luffs and com­
moditi~, and the expunsion of services to evacuated ~pie 
and those required by duty to remain in the towns. We 
have tnade housing ,urangements and solved housing dif­
ficulties tor the air raid victims, and combined the aetion 
ot the State and that or the J)Opulation in the organization 
or rellel to these victims. 

During the war, the medical n~twork has develo~ 
very rapidly. Disc3se prevention and treatment and health 
protection have incN?ascd together with the number of 
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hospitals and physkians. All this has greatly contributed 
to the preservation of the people's health and UH! strength• 
ening ot their produclive and fighting force$. The cduca- ~ 
tional movement. and cultural actlvfties have reached down 
to the lowest level. 

We cart take pride in the success of people's war as 
shown in the keeping of ordtr and security and organiza­
tion of the people's life in l>.ig towns and industrial cent.res. 
This success which testifies to lhe growth of people's war 
in urban centres is the result of the political, military and 
economic: !ore.es as well as the outcome of the good manage­
ment and organ.iz.at.ion of the people's life in war Ume. It 
also reflects the superiority of the socialist system, monJ.­
fested in the political awareness of our people and their 
spirit of being collective masters. It also demonstrates that 
only socialist. relations of production can offer greaL advan• 
t.ages to overrome the difficulties created by the war, 
Though shortcomings still exist, the achievements recorded 
by ou.r big towns, cities and industrial centres in order and 
security and in organization or the people's life are great 
indeed! 

Ill - TURNING URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL CENTRES 
INTO PROSPEROUS ECONOMIC UNITS WHICH WILL 

At.SO PROVE POWERFUL IN NATIONAL DEF&NC& : A 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTIONARY 

CAUSE OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY 

The people's war in urban and industrial centres in lhe 
socialist North was wa.ged in the form of valiant surface­
to•air battles fought at a fairly high technical level It bril• 
lia.ntly defeated the U.S. air force even when the air esca• 
Iation in the North was brought to a height. This victory 

Digitized by Google 

AOA.tNST U,S. AERO•ffAVAL WAR "' 
played a great part In the d•!eat ol the U.S. air and naval 
war waged on an unprecedented scale against North Viet 

Nam. 

Together with the victory won in the South thls victory 
dealt a hard blow not only at the aggressiveness of the 
Americans in Viet Nam but also at the neo-colonialilt 
policy pur,ued by the U.S. imperialists In many countries. 
Many American politicians admit that the US. de!eat In 
Viet Nam is the failure of a major part of US i}obal strate• 
gy, its aim as well as H.& policies and means of execution. 
Institutes for stratogic s tudies in the U.S. and other coun~ 
tries in the world have also adva.nced many ciala showing 
that the huge expenditure d•frayed by the U.S. for the 
Viet Nam war has landed it in an economic 91ight which 
seems to be beyond remedy. And worse sWJ.. this predica­
ment has gone beyond the e-conomic field and led to serious 
dilficullles in the political field. Most typical •I tbls is the 
confusion within AmeriCan society. Johnson called it an 
0 event" while Nixon more vlvidly called this a ••moral 
crisis" of the American people. For their part. the Western 
press made no bones about lt. An American paper (the Los 
Angeles Time.,) wrote lhat this crisis was rampant in the 
U.S. and that the American people had lost all <.-onfidence 
ln the government. The Viet Nam war, it said, had ruined 
U.S. reputaLlon abroad, ldndled riots in the country and 
driven young people abroad. The English paper, the Time,, 
pointed out that the U.S. was slnklng into a deep aocial 
cr1s1s. 

In Ute military field, the defeat ot the U.S. in Viet Nam 
has worn out and emo.sculatcd its military potential and 
sapped the fighUng spirit ol lts army. The Aroorican mllit.­
arymen have complained that the U.S. st-rateg1c reserve 
forces were .. thinned out" by the Viet Nam war, being 
reduced from eight divisions to four. With this reserve, 
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they were afraid that it would be very difticull for the U.s.i 
to have a "quick response" In threatened oreas. Part of the~ 
.R\1C divisions defending the strntegic bas(!s of 1.he U.S. t11 
West Europe was sent to VieL Nam, while within Viet Nam 
tbe U.S . had a. forcr. <'Orresponding to ten infantry divi. 
slonsj and an important nav:.I nnd afr lore(?. Yet it could 
not stave off defeaL 

It WR.S wlth t his gloomy background that the '"Nboo 
doctrine" and the ••Vietnamization'' of the war saw the 
Hght ot day. This new strategy is an official ncknow­
ledgement to the American and world's people t.haL the 
US. was economkaHy, politically and militarily weak lt 
shows that the U.S. is no longer in a position to squander 
its money and sc.atter its armed foroes nil over the world 
lo meet t he requirement of massi\•e r~'>ponse as it djd 
before. Though stiLJ clinging to their roJe of world poU~ 
m,n, the U.S. imperiaJlst.s are compelled to l'C<'Onsfder the ,. 
key ))Oints of intervenUon and to revise the extent and 
method of Jntervention in their rounter.revoluUonary 
glob,,1 strategy. They must tailor thb s trategy to a situnUon 
in which the bolanco of forces ill Viet Nam and in the 
world fs more and more unta.vourable to them. 

B~t they ar~ very obstinate. Behind the camouflage of 
the Nixon doct.rme and the .. Vietnamization" of the war 
the aggressive and warUke nature of the U.S. imperialists 
is always apparent. They continue to pursue their neo­
cole>nia1ist and warlike policy in order to consolidate their 
position, dominate the capitaliist world and enrry out thf.'ir 
l!lflhal s tra lqgy. 

The American Imperialists are doing their be-st to 
achieve Uteir "Vielnamlzntion" plan in order to get out 
of their qua1,,trnire in South Viet. Nam. This ls an aggressf\'e 
plan fn nil fields-mlJitnry, politlcnl, economic - a most 
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pwftdjous strategic SC"heme, aimed at consolidating their 
,-,enee line, pushing forward the pacification program o.nd 
dlltroylnf our liberated zone, in order to prolong the war, 
111:rengthe:n the S aigon army and administration o.nd gradu• 
illy repatriate the Gls while maintaining their position of 
~ ,th. "Vf')lnAmi7,Atfnn" is for the U.S. :i. wny to get out 

oC the war but also an effort to w1n a position of s ti-ength 
tflille'belng fn fact in a losing position. It is an aggressive 
J1an fuJl of contradictions and con.side-red crazy dream by 
pahlic opinion in the wor1d as well as i.n the U.S. With 
• e-rpedltlonsry foroe over half a million strong, the U.S. 
w bllten the dust. How can it expect to carry the dlly 
wlitn lhe Gls are super.;eded by a dlsinlegraUng puppet 
army and our people and armed force-s are g.rowlng in 
ltttngth and posture in the military and polltie.al ftelds? 

~,.,President Ho ChJ Minh said in his tesument: ·• The 
-.stance war against U.S. aggression may drag on. Our 
o:imj,i lriots may have to taee new sacrifices of property 
IDci Hie. Whatever may happen, we mus-t keep ft.rm. ou.r , ,_1 
l'tlOlve to ftght the U.S. a.ggressors till total victory!' -· . 
-tt We a.re reSOlved to follow his teaching and t.o f\g)lt the 

, Amer1ean. aggressors until they give up their aggressive 
design, withdraw their troops and respect t.he independ­
entt, sovereignty and territorial integrity of our country. 
We defeated lhem w~cn their "limited war" was at its 
hetiht ; we can surely beat them complet~ly as they are 
Jo,Jng· the war and gradually scaling it down. In th0 front• 
Uhe of the world people~s s truggle against U.S. imperialism 
.;ur people nre quite aware of their henvy but glorious r011-

pcinslbUlty. Despite all our dlfficulUes and 1:.ardshJps, we 
are determint'd to defeat the U.S . lmpe-ri{t.lists; this is our 
duty to the Fa therland, to the revolutionary people in the 
world and also an honour and a historic mission of our 
people. · 
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1. Today our urgent task is to perseveringly wage the 
war against the U.S., liberate the South, defend the North 
and progress loworcb the peaceful reuni€icaUon of the 
country. 1'here(ore the primary task of our peoplo in the 
North, a.nd of the inhnbitants in urban and industrial areas, 
is to iUpply and reinforce the front line in every respect.. 

As the revoJuuonary base ot lhe whole country, the 
Norlh must, after the U.S. war of destruction, fully play • lt.s role as the great rear area of the great front line. While 
our fellow.countrymen in the South are making great 
sacrUices to wrest back national Independence and free,, 
dom we, in the North, must overcome all difficulties and 
hardships to build ancl develop the national economy, 
strengthen national de.fence, step up soclalla:t construcllon 
and do our best to fulfil our duty towards the South. Only 
by so;isfactorily building socialism and turning tho North 
into a solid rear base, can we replenish the Oghting forces 
at the front and step up our resistance lo U.S. aggression 
till complete victory. Commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of our Party, Comrade Le Duan, First Secretary of its 
Central Committee, analysed the main content and the 
great experiences in socialist con.sU'uction in the North. 
We must carefully study that docwnent for !ut.ure appllca• 
tion in the concrete situation of our respective regions. 

We have come out victorious of the fierce wars against 
truculent imperialist countries, Japan, Fnnce and the US. lo 

and are held in high esteem by the people of the world. 
This ts because our Party has adopted a sound strategic 
llne and creative, judicious revolutionary methods. In the 
conduct of the war, we have grasped the Jaw governing 
ihe nctiviUee of lhe enemy and tu1ly unde.rat..ood the Ja.w 
of revoJutionary war 1n our counlry. Llkewlse in economic 
constmcllon, we mu.st grasp the economic principles and 
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apply them creatively to economic organization and man• 
agement. Economic construction has its own specJal 
features and Jaws.. We have rcvolutJonary teal and ardour, 
we have a large amount of experience ln leadership and 
organization in revolutionary warfare. With the progress 
made in our study and work, we will surely grasp the Jaw 
o( .soclali&l economic development. and do e"'er beite.r ln 
sod.allst construction in the North. We wJll resolutely 
turn our urban and industrial centres into economically 
prosperous and strongly defended areas. 

2. As said abov•, being builders and guardians of 
1odalism., in all circumstances we must see to the develop. 
ment and protection of production. Furthermore, as ·at 
present the American aggtt5'0rs are stHl waging a tero• 
clou.s war in the South, ce.rtalnly they are working out 
perfidious plans to sabotage our socialist North. 

' Our people's armed forces must constaritly heigbten 
lheir vigilance, be ready !or the flght, and do their utmost 
ln training to raise their technical, tactical .ind organiza• 
Uonal standard and perfect their command in order to 
down American aircraft of all types if they dare to violate 
our skies. In big urban and induslrlal centres, our plan of 
combaL must cope etoclenUy with all war conditions and 
closely coord.inate with the plan for lhe prot.tttlon ol men 
and material and technical bases. We must organize the 
ftghUng force, lhe deCence of the people and the camouflage 
and dcc:ent..raltzat.lon of goods and warehouses all at the 
same lime. While they are fight.ing American alrcra!ti the 
S('l{-<fe!ence units, militia and regional tToops must closely 
co-ordinate their actions with the people~s armed police 
tn ~unUJr th~ -,n-,my IAnd Atbleb (rnid.111,, commando ope.r. 
allon.a) and help in the maintenan~ of order and security 
In th•ir localiti.., .. pecially in city streets, district and 
provJnclal towna and other important areas. 
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The military line of our Party has been more- and 
more perfected during the war of res.istance against U.S. 
;i,g~ion. We have gained richer experiences in ()per• 
aUons as well as in the building of our armed forces and 
consolidation of our nation::il defence. In the new condj. 
tions. we must apply these expflrience.s well. As required 
by the r~gion, we will study, readjust and BJ!letld our plans 
of local defence and building of armed forces in urban , 
a.nd industrial centres. These are urgent basic tasks to 
strengthe.n our potential for national defence which needs 
to be carefully pJ:mned and not scamped in such a way 
as to cause a waste of labour and money ond deh\y. 

3. In the development of the Joe.al economies, we must 
tJosely coordinate economic construcllon with the icon• 
solido.Uon of national defence in urban and indust rial 
centres as Lhey are the seats of our political, economic 
and cultural activities. This co.ordination must be carried 
out in all tJeJds, especially in the foHowing: 

In the industrial sector (particularly local industrial 
enterprises in urban centres) attention should be paid to 
mechanical engineering, chemistry and some light In­
dustries so that when the war bl'eaks out we will be in 
a position to manufacture or repaJr some kinds of weapons 
and equipment, and meet the requirements of production, 
the peopJe's life and the armed forcc-s. 'fhc industrial en­
terprises must be built in such a way as to facilitate theJr 
protection, guarantee production in war time, be consislept 
with t he policy of economic reorientation in wartime, and 
suit lhe trend and plan of 1ong-tenn national construction. 

In the agricultural sector in the suburbs and the sur­
rounding a reas, it is necessary to meet a part of the needs 
of the loca.lily in fo0dstuffs and to satisfy other wartime 
requirements. 1'he development of hydraulics and affor• 
estatinn must be closely linked to t.he defence of the 
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locality, the transformation ctf the terrain and construction 
f of fighting villages, and faoilltate the opcrotlons to wlpc 

9ut the enemy and the protection of the people. 

,. • In local transport and communications, attention should 
be paid to motor ronds, railways and waterways. \Ve 
must build a solid and extensive communications network 
lo facilitate tha movement or troops nnd meet transport 

~ req\Jtrements in war time. 

In the he.alth se.rvlce we must train technicians, build 
; solid broad medical network to enable the medical brnnch 
1:'o treat soldiers and civilians wounded during the war, 
develop our potenthlHUcs to rount.cr chemical warfare and 
hc:al the wounds caused by _the enemy's weapons and o~her 
war means. 

Jn post.a.I communic~tions, we must pay attention to 
both telegraph and rndio in order to maintain steady com~ 
mUnicatlon In wartime, serve the Party and Slate leader­
ship and the operational commrmds of the armed fol'C(!s, 
and guarantee normal exchange of correspondence among 
the population. 

The people's wnr waged in the North and the South 
of our country has suppllcd us with a wealth of experiences 
including those regarding the building and development 
of our a rmed forces and the cstabllshmenL of local bases. 
We must sum up tpese most important experiences to 
raise our level of lt-ade-rship and the quaJlty ot our future 
work. 

In the co-ordination between the national economy 
and national defence in urban and industrial centres, we 
must spttd up the people's prep.Aration to switch from 
peacetime to wartime • .ictlvities. In peacetime we must 
have a plan to evacuote and scatter the population, enter­
prises and storehouses, and a plan of on~the--spot defence 
when the wrir breaks out. In heavily-populated arN1s. 
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there must be &n adequate plan o( reorganfzaUon in line 
wtth the development ot local production and 1..v,(J,nlillu­
tion between the construction oJ important works and the 
building ol shelters logelher with the maintenance of the 
exilting ahelten, chiefly in urban and industrial centree. 

Our exp,,ri"'ce Is lo concentrate big enterprises In one 
localily. In the conslructlon or major lnd111lrill enterprises, 
consideration should be lakfU either lo mainlaln their pro­
duction in place or move them to aafety in the event of war. 

In a word, the shitting of the town1people from a atate 
ol peace to a slate of war should be considered In Stale 
plans and prepared for In p,,ace-tlme. Only In this way can 
we repJeA.ish our human and material forces, keep produc­
tion going, nptdly normalize the people's life and ensure 
peace and ordez in time of war. 

4. We must build our national economy and strength­
en our national defence in the new condition,. Local 
economies are more and more developed. The provJnces 
and big t.owns are becoming tmportanl economic and milit­
ary bases, That ii why, at present and in the future, local 
military work llaa a stntegic role of greater and greater 
Importance and Is an ....,,ua1 part of the Party's mllltary 
line ; it ii one of the main requirem.enta for the Party 
to carry out ill policy of people's war and national defence. 
This cal.ls for a radical change or views In the Party and 
army lo lead and slep up local military work. 

The slrenglhenlng of military work In urban centres 
as in olher localities Includes many tasks which have been 
laid down In variou1 resolutions. In 1970 we had to do 
auc;h work u ,t.ren&thcning the P1arty1Q lc~Adcnhlp over 
local military vork, perfecting the system of leadership 
and the local mllltary organs, particularly strengthening 
the organlzaUon and raising the quality of sell-defence 
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unit, and · militia and the guidance for the implemen• 
tation of policie. in. tho re:,,r ana towards tho o.rmy. 

At pi:-ent, the se1f-<fe(ence forces and mllltla In urb111r, 
and industrial centres ,re developing quite vigorously. 
Therefore, 1n time to come., our main task is to strengthen 
them. We mu1t go further In osoessing the concrelo task 
of the regional armed forces in each sector (countering air 
strikes, commando attacks, maintenance of ordet and 
security, doing production work, etc.), and on this basts 
streamline and con,oHdate our organl.z.atfon, personnel, 
nUcmalization of equipment. and reguJating the training 
to au.U the immediate tesk. First we must pay attent!on to 
priority sect.on and are.as where our bues ue still weak, 
strengthen our nuclei (guerilla and self-defence combat 
forces) mobile fof(::es, gun emplacements and technical 
teams.. We must lay streu on the building ~ the aelt~ 
de!ehce forces inside the towns while building the guerilla 
and muttia In the perlpharies. The Mlf-defence units are 
the arm~ forces oI the working dass and tolling ~pie 
in the towns ; they are not divorced from production. In 
the process of socialist conslruction, as the working class 
is growing, the self-defence forces have greater fighting 
posslbWUes and are a very important source of tecllnlcal 
reinforcement for the various arms of the standing army. 

In organlzatlca we must base: ourselves on the require• 
ments of. combat and on the charact.e-rlstks of produclJM 
of each branch to ascert.aJn the use of the. sell-defence 
forces in peacetime and wartime and to class:i(y these 
forces fn order to give them appropriate training. We must 
build the self-defence forces in workshol)(S., factories. mines. 
transport and communicatlons, posts and telegraphs, con­
struction sit.at., geological survey teall\S, agricultural farms, 
etc. In government offices we must coni:.idcr the necessity 
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of a:ettJng up self-defence groups in certain organ.s and not 
n._rily In :ill ol tb,m. 

The bulldiog of lhe ""'"c force and Its moblliuu.. 
In w_1rtime Is one ol the n1aJor mlUlary Iuka In urbto 
and u,dustnal centres. The ~rve f0ttet •hculd be bufll 
with an eye to both quality ~nd number; infantry is to 
be completed by varioua calff<)ries of o!Mr forces. They 
must be able to relnlotte the atft.nding anny in peaceUmt 
•od be In • position lo rudlly replenish and increase 0.: 
ltrt"ngth ~ the armed forces in wartime. The ur~n centtts 
"re loc1Htie1 1n whJch to build reserves, and to recruit 
a.nd train forces In orde.r to at.renitben the 1tandln& 
,urny. At the sam1' lime tl.S recruitment. we must fm• 
prove our work of building and managing the rewrw 
arm!• eapeclally the registration and adminlt tratJon ot ex• 
H-rvicemen capable ol serving ,n the reserve fon:c . we 
must ~hearae military mobilfzaUon ao that tn c~ or 
need, we caq rapidly strengthen our armed force, ._,..d tM 
1·esion:tl unit.a: as well a s the regular arrny, 

In urban centru we must build our reserve force In 
all branches and departments ot the State, but more parti. 
cularly In factories ond worksh0po (chlefty ongineerm!) 
transport and communic1Uons, health ,ervice 1,ost and 
telegraph, in a word wbero members of lhe ~rve fortt 
•re prottclent In t .. hnlquu badly needed by natlonol de­
fence, partiodo.riy in lhc event of war, 

To . ,u.ar.mltt that tho ex~ce.men when n.-called 
to serv1<'0 may deve1op their abilities and make ratlonol 
use ot lhem, the cadra in varJou1 localities must be fully 
awaro ol the poll1ic•I, militnry and lech11lc1:1I Jewel of each 
man. They mu1t also gr-asp lite quality and number ot the 
re:sl'rve force fn their Jocalities, branches or Slate organs. 

D1g1t1zeo by Gougle 
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If this work ii well done, If cloae co-otdlnaUon is 

Ollal,llahod between the buUdin1, managcm<nt uid train• 
blt cl the reserve force and of the aell-defence units and 
IIUU'tia, th-e localities can alwa,y1 fulfll and even ove.rtulf\l 
the wgets tor rttTUltment, In both quality o.nd number. 
,,,. roglons which have recently gained rich experience 
ao,d distinguished themselves in local military work &N 
thole which have thoroughly implement~ the Party's 
retotutions on this work. This year a·nd in years: to come, 
this work will be ever heavier and more uraen1. That 11 
wh.1 we mmt strengthen our Jeaders.hJp and guidance in 
ordtr to carry out these tesoluUons, grnsp the central 
points, strengthen supe.rvllJon. and study and propose con~ 
n-ete and efftclent methods 1n as to win 1·reater an d gl'ffter 
,uccustl in every rKpect. 

• 
Our resltta.noe war ap:lnlt U.S. aggreuion is now 

entering a inott important period. The situatiGn Is very 
proplUow for cur •ntlre people. We will win 'bigger and 
more glorlou1 aucceaes for our revolutionary cause:. 

For lhe .. ko of the liberation of lhe Soulh, the defence 
or the North and U,o reunlftcaUon of our country, let u s 
vollanUy march lorwrz<L For the sake of our lolly inter­
naUon,lllt duty, our working class must heighten lta 
splondid revolutionary berol•m, our people"• army Ila blah 
revolutlon.ary t pirit and detennlrt1tion to dghl and to win, 
.and t.be entire heroic Vietnam.He people their Indomitable 
1plrit. Jn the ftuth of our victories, let u;1 cloae- ranks with 
our H mUllon fellow--counlrymcn in lhc SouUl ,nd bring 
our gre:at.esl war of. resistance lO complrte ,•iclOry. Lel 
1,11 be resolved to tul61 tho oalh made before the .10t.1I of 
PttSidt-nl Ro Chi Minh. 

Orig 1a rom 
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CHI\Pl'ER IV 

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OP REGIONAL 
. ARMED FORCES 1 

' 
I - L0cAL PEOPLE'S WI\R ANO LOCAL ARM.ED l'ORCES. 

MOST IMPORTAN1' BASES OF RESISTANCE WAR , . 

ANO NATIONAL DEPENCP. 

a . Our c~untry has a Jong tradiUon of people's Wal' rnst fore1gn nggresaion, which was waged by the Trung 
•;~rs, Tran Quoc Tuan, Nguyen TrAi, and Nguyen Hue 

(' o_ developed a peasants' N!vofution into a war agaJnst 
oreJgn aggressors. 

b Since the founding of our Party its military ·Une l,as 
o;•,; tllat J. a people's war waged und.,. the lead,rda!p 
. • ~Qr mg c."la,s. In compili'iso11 with othe,. periods 
in our history our people's war today has a new quality a 
rich content and a great strength. ' 

The pcople~s war is waged by the entire people. 

In the armed forces, we have operations launched by 
concentrated units ~f the regular army in all parts of the 
c:o_untry and operations of regional 1.Ulits and self-defence 
militia who wage guerilla warfare, or local people's war. 

Gu.eriU« war, local pe-0ptr, war, ha, been a l>alic 
content of our Party', mtli.1ary ltl'le a.ti thf'ough the V4rlou, 

"' -·-
J. Sl)ilettb de)l\'(!rod at the AJl•N(lr t 11 

Local Mllit&r,,- Work fn Jul.7 1970. 
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revolutionary stages. Loca.1 people'.s wm\ self•defence 
militia and regional forces a.re the firmest and broade,t 
ba,i, of tlae wllole anned struggle and 4U the people'• 
4rmed force,. Leading the local people's war and 01<ilding 
the local armed force, luive always bun tlte base, of our 
Party's milif4'11 work, and of the anti-US struggle cmd 
the long.term COMoUdation of u.a.tiona.( defence . 

Marxlam-Lenin.itm ud the Prvbl•m of Armln1 the -

In the waging of a people's war, making full use of 
the fighting force of the masses in the revoluUon and ann­
ed struggle, one of our PartTs fundamental and outstand• 
ing experiences has been the creative and successful 
application to the Vietnamese situation of the MarxJat­
Lenlnist theory on the problem of arming the entire people 
and bu,ilding the people's ctrmy. 

Mott than one century ago, Marx and Engels advocated 
the problem ot arming the masses: in bu-u.rrection ancl 
revolutionary stiruggle in opposition to the then rule.rs' 
emphasis on thee building of a professional army. Attord­
ing to Marx and Engels. when the working crass, the 
peasantry and the <:0nscious toiling people rise up, they 
must certainly wage armed struggle to seize power. But 
Marx and Engll!'ls believed that socialism would succeed 
simultaneously in many countries and would be unlikely 
to succeed in a single country. Therefore, the countries 
which have just carried through. the socialist revolution 
would have little fear of being besieged by the Imperial­
ists. So when the armed ma.s&e:S rose up and seized power, 
it would be only necessary, in order to proted the fruits 
of the revolution, for them le organiu sueh armed forces 
as people'$ troops, people's military police or armed unit.s 
which would be conc:-entrated mainly in the localities, but 
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most of all to arm the mosae.t. Thus, it would not be really 
n~ssary to maintain a strong standing army. 

1n lhe historical conditions of that Ume_, according 
to Marxist military theory. the organization of the armed 
forcu wa.s th.e problem oj arming the ma.ties and not yet 
the problem of organizing the anny. In the present his'tori• 
cal "vndiUons, we can see Utat this problem is clea,-Jy a 
balic one. 

After the triumph of the October Revolution the 
armies of 14 countrie-s invaded the Soviet Union. A

1 

new 
probl_em arose : a!ler Arming the masses lor the uprisJng, 
was 1t necesaary to organize them into an army? At the 
Central Commlltee meeUngs and at the Congress ~f \ho 
CPSU (Bolah~vik) there 'Nere heated discw,,lons on this 
problem. Some people thought that it waa simply necessary 
to arm the masses and rejected the idea of building the 
army. Thtn Lenin advocated the anning of the maue, at 
the same time a., the organization of o, ttanding, ngular 
army. He advanced the well-known them : to build the 
worker-peasant Red Army on the basis of anning tho 
masses. At the Third Congress of the AII-Rwsia Worker­
Peasant Soviets held from January 10 to 18, 1918, Lenin 
said that the socialist Red Army Is an army set up by all 
soolalm people on the basis of arming the entire people•. 
In his declaration made in January 1918 on the rights of 
the tolling and exploited people. he wrote : •·To ensure the 
sovereign power of the working people and to eliminate 
all possibility of the restoration of the power of the ex­
ploiters, the arming of the workinl' people, th~ er."tton of 
a socialist Red Army ot wa:kers and peasants .. are hereby 
docreed." 1 And the worke.r-peas4Jlt Red Army was born. 

1 V.I. Ltt!Jn llili,a-,-., St~ end Ta~tlc-• durfag rM October 
RewhaJ&h, Su 'that Publith l.ng Howie, Hanoi, 1951, p . '81. 

t. 'V.J. Lenin, Compkte Wotb, PY.ov,fH M'olC'OW Vol H 1•u p, tk. • • . • ' 
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Since then, many uprisings, many revolutionary wars. 

have taken place Jn \'arious countries. Thus a new problem 
arose: alter the building t>f the revolutionary army, the 
regular army, how would the problem or arming the masses 
be handled ? Generally spe-aking, alter the triumph of the 
revoluUon. after lhe formation of a modem regular army, 
the problem ot arming the muses, arming the entire peo­
p1e, was not, in m any countries, given Its true importance. 

Why was it necessary to pose the problem of arming 
the masses at the same time as building the ~le's army ! 
When this question came up, Engels saw clearly the might 
of the armed masses. At that time the working class had 
nowhere seized power i but Engels had realized that, when 
that seiz.u.re of power took place, all ablc-bod:cd men among 
the workers, peasants and labouring peoplt ,vould be 
mobilized and nmed, creating a huge milit.:ary force. Com­
mt-nting on the war between France a.nd Germany at that 
time. when Metz and Paris were invested by the Gennan 
army, he remarked th.at the French had done their best 
to keep these two strongholds, whHe the Germ.ans, with 
their many dozen divisions, had besieged them. With such 
a huge standing a~y. whot were the Germana able to do? 
They only occupied one-sixth of the French territory while 
the remainder was out o1 their control. Engels thought that, 
if the revolutionary fervour ot the French population living 
on the iemaining fhte,.sixths of Frrmce nt thi t time was 
equal to that of the Spaniards who fought Napoleon In 
1008, it would hQvc been p~iblc to arm lhc Fnnch people, 
destroy communication and supply Jines of the German 
aggreuors and relieve Paris. According to Engels, had 
each town, each city, each village in Franct become a 
stronghold and each Frenchman a combatant, the situation 
wou.Jd have changed. The Germans would have been 
fini$hed, because they had no more reserves. The working 
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clua and labouring people rose up in Paris and fought 
with matchless b.ero:sm in the Paris Commune. But without 
th• backing of ihe toiling muses throughout France, they 
failed. Thus, as early os 1870, Engels bad &een the might 
of the armed m&SSH. He 1poke highly of the combat, of 
the Spaniards though their arming of the masaes was then 
veey ti.mi ted 1, 

Later, and especiall.y aft.er the Octpber Revolution tn 
Ru&sia, the miw.ses were armed in many uprisings and 
revolutonary \fars. 

In the great patriotic war waged by the Soviet people 
against tho German fascists, Stalin always appealed to the 
men of the Red Army and guerilla fighters of both sexes. 
Jn many fierce bat Ues the armed forces of the population 
Jiving in the entmy~held areas played a very effective role, 
coordjnating their action with that of the Soviet army. 
The reports nu.de!: by German generals recognized that 
guerilla warfare, widespread in the territories under their 
control, upset aJl the principles o! German military science 
and caused great difficult.ies and heavy losses to their 
anntes. So we tan tee the importance of the stl'ength or 
the armed muses, of guerilla. warfare ! 

In the long revolutionary war in China, people's war 
was waged ovu lmmenae rural areas and won great 
victories. In the resistance war against the Jnp.anl!le, the 
Red Army fougl,t shoulder to shoulder with gueril!o unito 
which had spm:1g up behind the enemy1i, lines. Developing 
lts lrenteJtdouli $h·engUl in the civil WA.r , the people's war 
annihilated millions of Chiang Kai-shek's troops, and 
liberated the Cllinese mainland. 

I. F. Enget., '/.t, Lenin. J. Sllilin: Ou P!!ople'a Wo.r, Su 1'M\ 
PubUthln; Houae, H1not. 19'10, PP. tsl,c l 
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OW' Party'a Lifte and the P roblem of ~ming the Muses 

In Viet Nam, from the very beginning, we correctly 
advocated the arming of the ma.ss:es wh.Ue ,euing up the 
rquolutiona.ry army. This clears:igbt.ed line was aet forth 
l'ight at tho lounclitlg of our Puty. In tta very flrst docu­
ments, our Party discussed such problems as the organi• 
zaliou of self-defence units, mil.itary training of the labour­
ing mHses, preparation of conditions for the building of 
guerilla warfare and armed uprisings, buiJding of the Red 
Army of the worker-pea!ant Soviet State. 'lbus our Party 
h.as correcUy applied Marxlun•Leninism ta the realities 
of our country. It can he s,ild that, compared with any 
other period in the history of our nation, our Party bu had 
the most sue<eSS In its Implementation of the policy of 
arming the masses and building the peoplt's army. 

To guide the preparation of armed uprisings in the 
period of the Second World War, our Party passed a reso:u­
Uon in which it expounded very clearly the necessity to 
develop the political bases of the masae,, expand self­
dcfenoe and guerilla units and, on \his fowdation, to or• 
ganize concentrated armed force and the revolutionary 
army. In practice, our people's army was born and grew 
up from the widespread an:ned forces forged by the masses 
In the crucible of the revolutionary war againSt Japan, for 
national salvation. In this crucial moment the August 
Revolution wu a great leap forward, a tlme when the 
armed forces ol the masses developed vigorously. The 
Liberation Army and our revolutionary armed forces saw 
a powerful growth. , 

From the .vtty beginning of our resistance war against 
the French the •ppeals made by President Ho Chi Minh 
and the Party Central Committee's instructions on the 
prosecution of the resistance war and national construction 
pointed out that each hamlet, ea.ch ttf'ett wos to be o 
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stToughold; rach eitizert a combatant; eacb Party ceU a 
,taff. This poJicy yielded great results in the defeat of thc­
F~nch impetiaHst •ggrHIOrs. 

Our country Js an agrarian country having large rural 
areas and many towns and cities. The regular troops of the 
revolution arc, the workers and peasants ; the workers play 
the leading role and the peasant. make up the bulk. The 
Jaw of tho do•;elopment of the revolutionary forces In vur 
country is tint of all to develop the revolutionary forces 
among the grusroot, maS&H, among the toiling peasants 
and also among the workers, in the countryside u well u 
Jn the town. In the war against the US, this law ls fully 
e-xpounded in the theory of the three strategic areas: the 
rural areas Jn the highlands, the rural area, in the plain, 
and the urbar. centres. It is for this reason th:it, whether 
in polilical struggle or in armed ,truggle, not only the 
peasants but the revolutionary people in the towna, with 
the workers at their head, must be armed. In the arming 
of the masses, our Party advocates the organization of not 
only th~ militia and guerilla forces in the countryside but 
also seJf-de.fe.nce and rombat selt-ddence forces in the 
towns. Not only each peasant but each worker, each toiJ~r 
in an urbah ctntl·e, must become a eombatant. 

Since liberation, the North has embarked on the road 
of socialist cor:.Struction; as a result the industrial centres 
have become more crowded and the working class more 
numerous. Hence, in arming the masses, we must not only 
turn each hatlllet or village into a stronghold but each 
enterprise, each town-street, into a fortreu. In the armed 
forces of the masses in the socialist North, the militia and 
guerilla forces are becoming mm·• vnd'!'Sp1'end and pow•r­
ful and the stJt-defence and combat selt--dele:nce forces 
have become more developed and are playing a more im­
portant role. We have laid tmphasis on the strengthening 
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and developmt:-nt of the militia and gutrillas - tl1e grass­
roots au-med force,s of the collective peasants, We must pay 
greater attention to the consolidation and expansion of the 
self-defence and combat self-defence fortes - the grass-, 
roots armed force.s or the working class.. To belltUe the 
roJe of the self--ddence and combat self~efencc forces is 
a mistake that should be corrected. 

Th1t pMpW)( ,nnr it tt 1",tt,)('llutitm.M?J t.nnY', t ttn!7P,,t::I hy 
the people and for the people. In the present juncture a 
genuine people's war must be led by the working class. 
To .speak of people's war is to speak of rousing the people, 
of organizing them for the fight. When the people are 
organized, armed and correctly Jed, they are invincible. 
The revolutionary war waged in our country has shown 
that lhe 1tTtngtJ&. of aJl the arm.ed ~ople will but any 
aggr-cs.sor~ lwwe-j>er potonful he may be. 

The strength of the peop1e's war stems flnt from the 
huge force of the conscious and organized people. The 
people are the solid mainatay of the whole revolutionary 
tasks. The political force of the people i, ti~ b<uls of al! 
f'tvolut-io,1ary 1tTu9gl.e 1n gntttal cmd all armed ,tn1gglt! 
in particular. Political struggle is precisely the basis from 
which to develop and intensify armed struggle. This is 
the closely-linked relation between the revolutionary armed 
forces and the people's revolutionary forces, betwttn armed 
struggle nnd the people's revoluUono.ry struggle. 

' If we deeply consider Uie essence of the problem, 
armed struggle is a high form of revolutionary struggle, 
the armed forces. n special form of the polltictll force· of 
the- ma~s, a 1>0litlcal force including ,..-ork<".rs, ,peasants 
and Jabouring people roused, cl~sely organi?,ed :ind ftRftt­
ing the enemy with a gun, 

Insofar as am1ed forces and ar,ntd d.ruggle are con­
cemed, the armed force, o/ the nuw,., are pr,cirely the 
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the revolutionuy character and spedftc features ot our 
people'$ war ir: the conduct. of the war. Then, naturally. 
tbt enemy can.not be defeated. 

A.nninJ lhe M11ues and tbe 't"eopte•s Army; the Thrc-..e 

Categorl• of Forces 

To bring the resistance war of thc•enU.ra people to c1 

victorious end, to strengthen the naHonaJ dc£ence of the 
entire peop)e1 it is nece&:sary to build solid armed forces of 
the masses. I avail myself or this occasion to ma.kt! it de,r 
that the «..-onteDt or the concept of armed forces of the 
masses is not q1,1ile the same as the content of the concept 
of people's al'm71 because the militia and seJl•dclence unit.~ 
do not belong to the army. The army has .1 tighter 01·ganH 
iu.tion and discipline ; it has a brondf!r military knowledge 
and a more centralized command. That is the distinction 
between the armed forces of the masses and the people's 
anny. The regular armymen and regional troops belong to 
the army. The militiamen and self-defence fighters do 
not belong to it But they are all memben of tho armed 
forces of the masses. 

The 1·egional armed forces include : the regional •rmy 
which is that part of the army ste.tioned in the region, and 
the rnilltia and selt-defence forces. When the armed strog­
glt develop$, n part of the militia and self-defence forces 
may become regional army uniL,. The regional armed 
fortes play a very 1treat role : they nre closely Jinked to 
the revolutiona:·y masses in each locality. They are a milit-­
ary force closely combined with the poUUcal force ln each 
locnlity. Their activity it-. closely linked to the economic 
tasks of the people for they direcUy protttt the lives and 
property of the people. That js why in order to wa.1Je a 
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people'& war, to have a core force for the people to rise 
up and prosecute the war, to provide direct protection to 
the local inhabltan\s, it is most lm1>0rlant rlrst o( all Lo 
build •the local armed (orces. For this reason local armed 
forces, loco! troops and the militia and self-d~£ence force 
pliy a strategic role not only in armed struggle and gucrlllc1 
warfare. but in revolutionary struggle as a whole. A«ord­
ihg to Lenin, it is incorrect lo dissociate guerilln warfare 
(t'Oln an insurrect.ional $i\ua1.ion ~ this shows a lnck or 
historical understanding and ls unscientific'· 

It is incorrect because "guerilla wa1· ls a nntural form 
of struggle unavoidable in the period when the 11Ul$5 move­
ment hll! eflectively taken the pt\th of uprising 1. lt i..11!. the 
form used by the masses rising up to win o.nd maintain 
power. The regional ar,n.ed force, are the 11.ucleus of armed 
struggle, of guertua warfare and of people's war h1. the 
regioM. They Me the bases of all armed forces of th·e Party. 
Witll.ou.t .stroug, wide,pread local ttrffltd forces, tl&.ere would 
be fl.titM'T widespreod local people'.s war ~or any powerful 
movement to ar,11. the population. 

The more widespread the war, the more modem equip .. 
ment the enemy has, and the greater hill- 111,unber, the more 
strengthened and steady should be the t«.al armed forces. 
The role played by the reguhi.r army is most important, 
but the regular army develops (avour-ablv ;a.nd brings it.s 
huge strenglh into full play only when the )(!(;al armed 
force~ and Joco.l milib1·y work l'rP V4'ry solid and powar­

lull. 

J. F. ~Ii;, V.1. Len.lo, J. Sta.Jin. 011 Peopl•·• Wtlr, OP, cit. 

Z. Ibid . 
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The Militia and SeU-defence For-ce1, aad RegionaJ Army 
Are the Two Buie Armed Forces ln the Re,ion 

TM militia ••ad 1elf-<l•fe11ce uniU have a fighting force 
of paramount importa-nce, though their organization level 
ia not ao high and the.Ir comnu.nd not. eo cffe<:Uvc a.s thooe. 
of the regional army and regular army. MillUa and self­
defence forces are closely bound to the masses. They 
maintain and bring into play lhe strength of the masses 
at the gruaroot, level. During the war, it is difficult with­
out these forces to protect the people, to keep them and 
s\ruggle with the enemy tor them, and impo51ible to devel­
op our military, political and economic strength. Pretldent 
Ho Chi Minh said : 0 The militia, self--defence units, and 
gue1illas are the force of the whole nation, an invincible 
force, an iron wall of the Fatherland. However brutal the 
enemy may be, should he bump his head against that wall, 
he would be forced to withdraw." • 

In order to enable them to play their strategic role 
and fulfil their strategic task fn an effective manner, it is 
fndbpemable to take into consideration the number as 
well as the quality ot the militia and sell-defence force. 
We must build them everywhere, in hamlets, cooperatives. 
state farms, factories, streets, town quarters. Meanwhile 
we must pay great attention to consolidating the guerfllas 
and se.U-defenee combat units, deploying them with flexi­
bility, combining combat with production work and using 
them as a core for the grassroots movement, impelling the 
entire people to flght the enemy. 

The Yegio,1al anny, whkh is one of the three cate• 
godes of armed forctls and the regular force In the region, 

I, Ho Chi Minh, 01t A.Mltd St111r,ul~ a1td Peopl,l• llr111wd •·or~fl'.f, 
I"c-opl~•• Arrny Publis hing Hoo~. Honoi. l!r?O. r,, 1'1' 
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p«ly-1 o rote of ~eat importance. Together with the militia 
and self-defence force, h serves as a core for the .. Let the 
enllre people fight the enemy" movement in the locality. 

lt i.1 the Jink betwten the forces prosecuting the peo­
ptc•• UNl1' ond gu.-n1fe uio,. at th~ btu.e 4ftd the ngulat" army 
fi.ghting in concentrated un.itr. It should be stron,g enough 
to coordinate its action effectively with the •• Let the enUre 
people ftghfthe enemy" movement in the locality, and with 
the movement for mas uprisings so as to foil all enemy 
manc:euvres aimed at attacking, pacifying and penning up 
the local inhabi'tants, create favourable conditions for action 
by the regular army, and to coordinate its action with the 
latter's in all battleft•lds. Together with the huge militia 
and self.-defence forces, the Ttgional army iJ a force operat• 
ing locally; it sto-n.ds Yeady for action in every field of 
operation.a. Omnipresent , it can rapidly counter any action 
of the enemy even when he uses modem weapons and 
techniques. It is the ~sis on which to build and develop 
our posture of strategic offensive, ond the direct ~nd most 
effective force to defend our rear and our war potential. 
Therefore, at present, and in the future, we must lay great 
emphasis on the building of regional armed forct-s, es­
pecially the militia and self-defence force at grauroota 
level. 

Of course, wh~n strE!$Sing the importance of region• 
al armed forces, we must clea:rly realize f.11e great Tole 
pluyc'd t,y the ,-e,g1dor crmy opcrcating ' " cone.nt1"o.t.ed unit.a. 
the great mainslay of all our people's armed forces. It ia 
made up of regular units drawn from many arms. Well­
equipped and .welMrained, they operate under a good 
command and leadership, fulfilling a mobile operational 
and strategic task in close coordination with the regional 
armed forces and dealing decisive blows at the enemy to 
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wipe out his regular forces operating in concentrated for• 
mationa. It is precisely because we have cle8J'ly seen the 
great role of the ttgula.r army that our Party is constantly 
anxious to build it up, raising its fighting efficiency anri 
strengthenir.g it so that it may develop even more rapidly 
and steadily and win even more brilliant victories. 

Kevolutionary Wan through Various Pedods in Our 
Country ood the Import.a.Dee o( Ars'nin.J the Masses 

Du.ring rhe 11ea1·s preceding tl,e ar,n.ed in,urrection and 
h, the Auguit Revolution., though the political forces of the 
m~!- plnyed the leading role, the armed forcts of the 
masses were also very important At that time, the libera­
tion for('C.S were still small amounting to a few platoons 
and companies, totalling about 5,000 men. But, under the 
leadership of the Party, the self-defence !otce1J and 
guerillas developed rapidly all over the country i they 
were the armed forces of the maa&es in various localities. 
The form ot. armed struggle adopted at thtr1.t time wa, 

guerilla warfare. In close co-ordination with these fl.nned 
forces, the political forces of the masses waged the general 
insurrection, brought the August Revolution to success, 
rounded the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and set up 
the first people's democracy in Southeast Asla. 

The Ubtration Anny played a most import.ant role in 
the general insurrection, but it Is erroneous to belittle the 
great role ot the guerillas and se:11--defence units of the 
armed foree: of the masses in the August Revolution. When 
Hanoi rose up, it had the ret.lstance bases as its maJnstay, 
but 111t that tim• th• Liber ation A.nny was stiU at Thai 
Nguyen. Therefore, the forces which played a dlr,etly 
decisive role were the political and se1f-defence forces of 
the masaes. That is why, in anned inrurrection the orme.d 
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force, ol the ma.ase, and the regional arn1~ /orce, play 
• ,o~ of J><l"OfflOUJll lmportanco. 

The people's war and the armed forces ln each Joc-ality 
had a fundamental strategic position all tt,, ougll tlio ..,.,. 
of ,e,i,tance agaln:1 the f'rench oolO!\ial!m. Our policy 
was very correct : we stepped up guerilla warfare and 
•t.rengthcn~ the m.llit.ia, gucrillf?. o.nd regional 1nn,y at 
the same time as we did our best to build the regular 
army. There was a time when we resolut.elysent a regiment 
to each o( a number of provin~, a battalion to each of 
a number of dlstricta, and set up independent companies 
and concentrated battalions in order to establish a political 
base, organize the gutrillas, and serve as a '°re for guerilla 
warfare in the region. 

Du.rin,g the Hoa Binh campaign, while we attacked 
the enemy on the main front and in his rfflr, the regional 
forces, militia and guerillas weff! very active in lhe delta, 
creating favourable condJtlons for the regular army units 
to operate and millions ot inhablta.nta to rise up. This is 
also a form of armed insurrection, 

When the Dien Bien Phu campaign started, local 
people's war develop("(f vigorously in all fields of operation 
beh.ind the Htemy•s lines in North, Central and South 
Viet Nam. Militia, guerilla and regional forces in combi• 
nation with th@ inhabitants decimated a large part of the 
enemy"s forces, overran hundred, of mnttary posta and 
extended the liberated areas. 

But our resiltance to &he US is the biggest war waged 
by our people against foreign aggression and for national 
independence and freedom. Compared with the French, 
ihe Americ•na ho.vc rn<1rc troops. more moclo:rn ~ulpment 
and a greater economic and mlllta.ry potential. They 
pul"$U@ n neo.c:olonial, nol old-style cotonh1, policy. After 
mnny reverses, they have been compelted to chi,rige their 
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strategy many times and use different strategies; in the 
North 'they have launched the air war of destruction, 
while in the South they have aJso used Infantrymen, first 
only the Saigon mercenary army, then also the U.S. ex• 
peditionary forces. 

In the anU.-US resistance war, the very import.·\nt 
role and strategic .position of the local people's war iind 
guerJlla war and the regional armed forces have come to 
the fore. 

During the "concerted uprisings" Jn ~ South, the 
popular a.rm~d forces were small. It wa.s lhe huge political 
force and I.ht still limited armed fore .. of the -I• which 
brought these .. uprisings" to success, spreading them far 
and wide in the rural areas of the South. The strength of 
this sell-defence mlUUa, so closely linked to the political 
ma.sa movement, has created a huge revolutionary force. 

While tt.e movement of armed uprising wu develop• 
Jng powerfully in the years of resi$tance to the 0 speclal 
war," our people in the South stepped up guerilla warfarfl 
and local people's war, and built the regional armed forces. 
It was during the development of the regional people's 
war and the mus political struggle that the Ubera\lon 
regular army, though small in number, was able to operate 
very effectively. The result was that most of the enemy's 
11 strategic harnJets" were destroyed., his new tactics, such 
u th-Ole using "heliborne" and "motorized" units were 
shattered, h1s "special war" was defeated and the Ngo 
Dinh Diem regime collapsed. 

When the U.S. lmpe.riaJists shifted to "Umited war" 
by sending incre11s:ingly massive numbers of their troops 
into South Viet Nam, equipping them with ever mor? 
sophlslicated weapons 11nd raising their mobl1ity, tho Im• 
portam:e of the local people's war in defeating the en~y 
showed all the more clearly. The powerful and ubiquitous 
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units of guerilla and regional troops forced the enemy to 
scatter his forces and reduce th~ lnl'enslty of his attacks; 
he was decimated or annlhil"'ttd everywhere. Thanks to 
this, the lives and property of our people were protected 
ond conditions were prepared for our ngular army to 
launch annihilation battles, 

When this 0 limited w,-r» was at its height, it received 
punishin4 blow., from our people And armed foreu. The 
enemy was obliged to shift to the "Vietnuniz.allon of the 
war, .. a strategy more consistent with the objectives of 
neo-colonJalism but at the s.a.m.e time fraught with inner 
contradictio0$.. More consistent bec-au5e the U.S. im~rial• 
ists carried out the perfidious policy of pitting Vietnamese 
against Vietnamese and f~ng the war by the war and 
using Vietnamese blood and American money and weapons 
to serve the sordid interests of U.S. monopoly capital, 
fraught with contradicUons because, to atUln his goal, the 
enemy must rely on our manpower and resources, things 
that no aggressor could obtain owin,g to the fundamental 
contradictions between our people and the enemy. and to 
the indomitable spirit of our people. For the exttution ot 
this new strategy, with a powerful buildup and using the 
most perfidious military and political manceuvres, the 
Americana carried out their .. pacification" poHcy, a poUcy 
which consisted in killing our people, destroying our bases, 
penning the lnhabl\ants up in strategic hamlets, strengthen· 
ing the puppet army imd administration, coercing and ex• 
ploiting the inhabitants. ln this new Jituatlon, it is clear 
tl1at the sche-mes of the enemy are best t'lwarted, by the 
p,'ttert)(ltion of die p~iticaJ bcues and t1~ strengthening 
of the OJ'med fOJ'c~, of the masses. Thus the se1f~efence 
militia, regional army ond local peopt~·s war play a role 
of p,ramount importance. With powerful, ubiquitous 
guerilla u!lits, inured to war, with a strong •nd experienced 
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re-gional army. with adequate organization and activity 
and a close e1>ordination between armed struggle and 
poUUcal struggle at grassroot.s level through trlplo action 
- military, political and agitation work among enemy 
troops - we can protect the extensive force of the revo• 
luttonary muses, foil all coerclv~ manreuvre:s of the enemy 
and preserve the potential of the resistance. 

The experience gained during J-he years of stubborn 
resisUmce to the enemy's "'pacift.cation .. program bu given 
\t.S a clearer understanding of this fact : ti~ political jOf'cea 
of the people a-re the Joundtuion of «U revolutioMry wan, 
and the armed fOTcet of the moue, tha.t of au armed 
IIT'uggl,i, 

In many vast rural ar,eas, our central task was rapidly 
assessed as the foiling of the ,'paclftcatlon" operations, 
Agitation work among the masses was given due 
attention, local mllita.ry work stepped up and the form 
of organl7.ation and struggle we.re correctly analysed. N 
a result, even in the thick of the stNggle, we were able 
to maintain our political and armed forces; the inhabitants 
clung to their villages and hamlets; the guerillas clooed In 
upon the enemyi the Party cells were constantly by the 
side of the people; the cadres at higher level kept close 
to the gr&S!l'oots; the enemy's coercive forces were in the 
end wiped «it or disbanded; the enemy posts were overrun 
or evacuattd or surttndettd, many 0 strategjc hamlet," 
were dismfl0t1ed; the offensives and concerted uprisings 
were maJnb.lned or expanded by the muses, and greRler 
and greater victories won. Together wlt.h the big battles 
of annihllat.ion tlven by our ref\Jlar army units CCH)rdinat­
ing their action.~ with the political stnlggle put UJ> by the 
masses, esptci~Uy In urban centres, the people's war which 
Js being extensively w,ged in various localities has con-
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tributed to the failure of the 0 Vietnami:r.ation" of the war 
and wlll surely defeat it completely. 

In the North1 we have totally beaten o mou bo1'barou.s 
wa1' o/ de,tmction launched by the US Air FMee and 
Navy. If we analyse deeply the nature of the great people'• 
war in the North, we realize that this Is a war of Mtion.al 
dl!/NC~ to pf~guud the socialist North. On the otl:u~r h~ntt, 
taking the country u a whole, this ii A pa.rt of tPte 1.oar of 
libtta«on waged again.rt the U.S., /c,r ,a.a1iottal ,olvation, 
for the de1ence of the great rear base s.o that lhe latter 
can fulfil ils task toward the Southern battle.front, make 
the greatest contribuUon to national liberation and defeat 
the US imperialist&' large-scale "limited war." 

Without our miUUa and self-defence Jorces and the 
powerful regional urny, would we, in recent limes, have 
been able to win such big victories over the ene1ny'1 war 
of destrucUon? Certainly not. Thus, if greater attention 
had been paid to these forces, our sucee&iel would have 
been even greater. 

A.A. defence units, missile launching units and the 
people's sir force are the core snd play a role of paramount 
importance. But the mUitia and self.defence force and 
the regional army have also a great role to play in attack 
as well as in A.A. de1ence, in the. protection of the rear 
area and of production, in changing the orientation of the 
economy and production as well as in ketping order and 
security. 

In the new condition,, the militia and nl/-de/ence 
f01'ce have great fighting pouibUities. In Qung Blnh, Vlnh 
lJnh and other localities, after receiving more powerful 
equipment. the militia and guerilla foN:« doubled the 
number of planes they were shooting down. With regard 
to the regional forces there were battalions which had 
brought down 70 or 80 aircraft each. That is why, apart 
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from rudimentary weapons, we must boldly increase the 
number of sophisticated armaments in the bands of. the 
miUUa, self-defence unlU and regioruil army. This is a 
very sound policy. 

In th• peopl•'• A.A. defence, the militia and sell­
delen~ force play the leading role. Without their power .. 
ful units, could we carry out successfully civilian A.A. 
defence, protect and maintain production and kttp order 
and security? No. Without the huge force of milltia and 
self-defence unita, local patriotic workers and sappers, 
without the population, could we k .. p \raffle going while 
the communication Une-s were being hard hJt by the 
enemy? No, we would have met with gruter difficulties. 
It is the same in the struggle against enemy commandos. 
In the coutal areas. most of them have been wiped out 
by the militia and sell-defence lore .. , who do a great part 
of such work as observation and deacUvation of time .. 
hQmb,g ll!nd magnetic bombs on road.a and waterways. 

To fight agaJnst the enemy air lorce, navy and ground 
foJ'("es, we must have a strong regular army, equipped 
with modern arms, and, at the same time, we must have 
a powerful regional armed force. That Is why .we must 
build a good militia and self.defence force and do good 
local militia work. 

This work -must be done rntisfactorily al.so if wt want 
to defend our nar effectivtly at the same time as protect­
i11g and acctleT'adng production during the war and chang­
ing our economic orientation. As an armed organization 
not separated from production, having a huge for<'e com­
posed of the best elements at grllSfroots level and with a 
close--knit organltatlon and tight discipline, the miliUa and 
self-defence units •~ nlso the ahock force in production. 
Local mlUtary work must pay dut attenUon to this prob,. 
lem. 
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One of the great achievements recorded by localities 
In the North ls the achievement of a high level of mobiliza­
tion and enli!tment, in ful6Jment ot their duty toward 
the ftontline. Why, within a short time have we been 
able to carry through such work aa mobilization, organi­
uUon, and training of a great number of the bert elements 
among our young people to send them to the front ! This 
is because we have managed to carry out mllltia and self­
defence work and army raerve work. Under the leader• 
ship of the Party cadre• at various levels, the provinces, 
munlclpalltles and branches have contributed a great deal 
to that achievement. 

At present, the primary ·task of the great rear base is 
to join forces with the great front in order to defeat the 
Amerlc:an aggressors. The consolidation of the regional 
military apparatus at all levels and in all branches is to 
help the regions carry out the task of mobilization And 
recruitment. &aU,-factorily and at. the .same time dAc.ientl:, 
build and train the reserve forces, In future, to deff'nd 
the country and face the eventuality of war, mobili.r.ation 
and recruitment must be prepared e,·cn more c:\refully. 
It must be done in peace time in all localitles, In all 
bnnches, in the town as well as in the countryside. To 
this end. we have to perform our regional mmtary task 
well. This is a concrete manifestation of our hJgh vigilance 
3nd an effective meas\1re to defend the country . • 

In a word, In the light of Muxism-Leninism and of 
the Party Hne and in the practice of revoluUonary armed 
struggle in each stage in our country, we have seen thi 
very important strategic role of regional people's war and 
d. the local armed forces. Regional military work has be­
come a most importunt task. It holds a key position in the 
revolutionary struggle 1n general and armed struggle in 
particular, in uprising and the war for JiberaUon, and in 
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the war tor national defence. The more modern and the 
fiercer the wa,, the greater the tmport-Rnce of regional 
military work. 

The regioncl tnilitary task i$ a fundanwmtot link in the 
chain of the Party's ntiUtary work and i$ one o/ the le4di.ng 
tcuks of the Porty', cadres at oU levels in the locality. 

CONCLUSION 

From the abovo problems we tan draw tho following 
conelusions : 

FirsUy, h> carry out the Party'$ nlilitary tine of pee>• 
ple's war, aL the same time as developing people's war and 
building the people's nrmy on a nation~wide scale, we mu.st 
carnJ oui local 1nilitary work in a sati&-/actory ,nann,er and 
build local people's hrmed forces. 

Local milit:iry work plays a role of great importance 
not only in the past and at present, but !oi- a long time to 
come. 01 course, with power.Cul regional forces but without 
powerful concentrlilted units of the reguJar army, it would 
00 very difficult for us to defeat the enemy Jn the case of 
a larg~le war of aggression. On the other hand, if the 
regiorn:il military force is not powerful enough. It would 
be difficult. to build a powerful regular army and. If th.le 
army exists, lt ..,.ouJd be difftcult to develop our combat 
efficiency to the full to secure victory for the people's war. 

This is a great experience of our party, a fundamental 
principle of peopl&'s war in Viel Nam, a country small in 
size and population, which relies mainly on its own power 
to defeat a large ar-my of aggression. 

Secondly, d,e t1n,,re nwdern tile war and the more we 
ha~ to fa<e pou,n/ut imperialist aT1'1lle.t u,ing modern 
techniques and wphistiC11t~d weapon,, the ,nore we have 
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to 1trengtl1en local miUiary work, tM militia cmd regional 
army, and to prep41'e for local people'• war. At present, 
good local military work is 11n indispensable and most 
effective wsy to de!end the North, so as to be ready to 
s-mash all the frenzied schemes of the U.S. imperiali.st.s 
against the D.R.V.N. and fulfil our task in the war of anti• 
HS N!!ri!rt:.inM for na.Uonal Wvat.ion. · 

Thirdly, in a neo,-colonial toar, the enemy is bent on 
de1troying our /,um.ctn end ,natmal reserves by hitting at 
the inhabitants, disputing them with us, swelling the ranks 
of the quislings and setting up '"civilian guards'' for the 
VictnamizaUon of the war. That Is why in ,cx:al people's 
toar t11e militia and ulj-defe,u:e units a.nd region.al troops 
must play o.n ever 11.10Ye important Tole; they exert a direct 
and decisive effect on the foiling ot the enemy's perfidious 
schemes omd on the mainte:nance of the people's political 
and economic bases. 

Fourthly, the new possibilities of our socialist system, 
of the se>clalist m~ of our technical equipment and of our 
fighting technique develop wiU, every pas&:.ing day. We arc 
in • better condition to equip our militia, self~efence force 
and regional troops with better and more powerful means. 
Our fighting technique, especially that ol opposing weaker 
forces to stronger ones, smaller wtlts to bigger ones, is 
constantly enriched by innovations. That is why our militia 
and reglonal army have a greater fighting capacity and ore 
developing more vi9oro11,ly than eVff befort. 

Fifthly, local military work becomes ,nore and mort 
important due t.o the development of the ,-eglon,, etpecio.Uy 
the pr01Jinces and town,, in m.anpower, materials, economic 
and defence porenttal, and tn logi.sUc pus$ib-ilate, iu 6erve 
th.e local p,tople's 10a1. By their all~ded development tn 
t-be political, economic and military fields, the province.a 
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and towns become bade economic unit.I and basic unita 
of people"s war. Therefore local milltary work la of para­
mount imE()rtance in relation to operations mounted to 
defend the locality and the country as a whole. 

Sixthly, local miUtarv work f.t very im-pot'ton.t for the 
building, con.roli.dation ond de/ence of the nar and 1how1 
the effect, oJ t.he rtaT on the frontline. 

We must in the shortest time make large-acale pre­
paratlono for the population to change from a stale of 
peace to a state of war, by protecting their Jives and pro­
perty and the property of the State, and by protecting the 
economic and national defence potential in war. 

Seventhly : local militONJ work ia closely linked to th.e 
importa,at 10J.e of the re.1erve force in people-ts toaT and fn 
people's national defence, The reserve force must be built 
up satisfactorily : this is the only way to have a strong 
reserve so that In peace time it is po1Sible to reduce the 
size of the regullr army while enabling ft to be rapidly 
expanded in case of need. To build thll force and make it 
ready to replenilh the army rapidly jn war Ume1 11 a ttik 
ol strategic hnportance. 

The Party political and military line muJt be clearly 
grasped, The various regions nnd branches must under• 
stand the strategic role of local military work in the pre• 
sent struggle again.at U.S. aggression for natiorutl salvation 
as well as in the future Jong term building of the people'& 
national de!ence, Radie.al changes must be brought to 
leadenhip work by Party committees at all levels and by 
v•rinu~ 1;1dmi:nittraUve au.thoritico, in all bmn<:hca and 
even in lhe army as a contribution to the total victory of 
the anti-U.S. &lruggle and the eetabl!Jhment of a steady 
national defence. 
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II •- TO P&RFORM LOCAL MIUTARY WORK WELL AND 
FULFIi, EVERY DUTY TOWARD THE R!:SISTANCE WAR 
IS A CONTRIRUTION TO THE VICTORY OF TIIE WAR 

AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION, FOR llATIONAL 
SALVATION 

The anti US.-struggle of our people in both zones of 
the cou.ntry boa won great victorico, bu.tour roabtance war 
IJ still going on fler<ely, 

The American imperialists have IU.fft.red repeated de­
feats, yet they are diehard and warlike, In the South they 
are doing their best to carry out "'Vietnamization" ln 
order to prolong their war of aggresalon. In the North they 
have increased their acts of war . and brazenly born.bed 
many localities. To seek a way out of their quagmire in 
Viet Nam, they were rash enou.gh lo Invade Cambodia and 
turn that peaceful and neutral land into a bloody battle­
fteld. Meanwhile they stepped up the aagruaion of Laoo. 
Th• Indochinese peninsula bu become a single battlefield, 
Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia, a single front-llne again.tl 
U.S. aggression. 

The tasks of aJI our Party, peOple and army at present 
la to tts0lutely exe-cute President Ho Oll Minh's sacred 
testament, intensify the war of resist.an« against the U.S. 
aggreaors till victory, liberate the South, defend the North 
and pave the way for the peaceful reunifteation ot the 
country and the succeuful construction of socitilism. Mean• 
while we must strengthen our militant &olidarUy with 
the fraternal peoples of Laos and Cambodia, pooling our 
efforts with theirs to defeat the aggreSSOI"$ and oust them 
lrom Indochina ; we will thu.• eontribu.le a worthy part 

to the revolution of the people of the world. 

In the South, at prfffflt the American troops have 
been obliged to proceed to a phased wilhdrawal, but the 
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tnemy ;.rt doing their best to reinforce and strengthen 
th~ f>•>r,P'?t army, which is t.o ttplace the Gls and cury 
on their scheme of linplanting nf'l>-<:<>lonialism, They 
~::.rJ1:: t~~'.! •.r .•1:r-s • .,, rr:~r:t •· ~":.":":: .. :'i.:-!5 sr. a 
•• ··•··- • ..--.. _,:.___, --- •• .... __......·~--r ---· ,_ ·• -~:• •-·· .-. .. ... ..... .-...i. r - •: _,,. r··:·-· -· - :"• ""-.-"~ 
i:'!i: the::\ into th, armr to stre.n~~ben the CO!TU~ p-.:ppet 
administration, Under the. N.F.L. and P.R.G. flag, our com• 
patriots in the South, In the flush of their victories. have 

' enthusiastically accelerated the resistance war in every 
respect and have gained an even clearer realiiation of the 
most important. role o! the people's war in the regions. 
Keeping step with the steady building of a broadly-bosed 
political fore,, and th• work of ralslng the lighting quality 
of the liberation trooJt:, there is an urgent need for a 
powerful development of guerilla and local people's war 
and the further reinforcement of leadership over local 
mllltary work In the plains, the highlands, and the urban 
centres. Through practice In vuious localities in the 
South. we have come to real1ze that only by CODSlanUy 
developing and strengthening the political forces of the 
mass.., by building and consolldatlng the guerllla and 
sell-defence lorc,,s and strengthening the regional army 
in the districts and pro·linces can we steadily increase our 
offensive posture in the localltles and bring into play the 
fighting lore,, of the Liberation Army. 

In the South Viet !lam battlefield at present, the ene­
my "pacification" program has suffered an important set .. 
back in many provinces and this trend is being maintained 
and developed. This Is pttelsely because these provinc,,s 
have stressed the role of local people's war. They have 
grasped the policies and mlliuiry line and powerfully de­
veloped the political forces and the guerilla nnd seU-<le­
fence forces at the base. '!'hey have slrengthened leader­
ship at grass.root, level and over the regional troops in 
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the provinces and districts, reinforcN and 1nified leader­
ship and strengthened the locol military organs. 

One of the major experiences gained in the South is 
as foUowa: 

ht t,Wder oo deft.at cm cipgr~uiff anny po,aeuing a big 
buildup a.rid a huge potennol, ffl4i:Rtoin and con..st4ndy in­
CTHU our own a.ggru.ri·veneu and thwOTt the U.S. necr 
colonialilt ,ch.emu, Ofl.t of t1~ fundamental necestitie, 11, 
simultaneou.lu with the building of a po,oerful r,gulor 
farce, to nly on the powe,fvl development of the anny of 
our political farce, to do local military wark, ,tep up iocal 
plOple'• war, and 1trengthen o.nd exp4nd uigorow:ly the 
l«ol aNMd forcu, e,p<!ciollY the guerilla alld &elf-defence 
unit,. 

Our people In the South. have profited by thia wry 
import.ent experience to expand guerilla warfare and local 
-le'• war In all localities and strategic ....,.., 

/n !he Harth, at the same time as the bulldlng of aocial­
lsn and the carrying out of national defence after defeat­
ing the U.S. war of. destruction. we in the rear are con• 
tlnulng to do our best to fulfil our sacm tuk toward the 
great frontllne. Fi,ghtlng U.S. aggre,,aion for national 
salvation has always been the primary task of all our 
people. Everylh.lng to vanquish U.S. aggraalon ! This is 
the lolly milalon of all the Vietnamese pe<ipl• and th.e 
honour of all our Party and people at present. 

We mw;t. so.ti.sly all the requiren•u1:1nts rl. the f.rontline. 
We must ha,•• the highest sense of political reoponslbUily 
toward the irontline, We must devote ourstlves heart and 
M&UI to the fieroe struggle now unfolding on the batUe­
t\eld so u to make a worthy contribution to its victory. 

To build one! deffflcl the Harth, to sir,ngll,en lf.r eco­
nomy and national de/en.ce, and to Julfil our t4!k in the rear 
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toward tM f,'ontlin.e, we mtUt ,a.&foctorily Mrry out our 
local mililary work. Recently, this has been clearly realized 
by the cadres at all levels and in alt branches. In many 
localities, attention has been paid to the building of local 
armed forces and the regular troining of the mOiHa, self­
defence units and the reserve force. Great efforts have 
been made for mobilization. Attention has been given to 
the combination of economic construction and national 
defence and also lo civilian AA. defence and combat 
readiness. The cadres at all levels 1n various regions and 
branches have constanUy helghttned their vigilance, and 
made a aound &5$Csa:rncnt ot the n1ew aituotion and new 
tasks. In face of the U.S. Imperialists' dark dosigns and of 
the state c,f war now prevailing in half the country, this is 
a very oorr«:t position. 

A, o long-lerm duty, lhe heightening of vigilance and 
preventive mea.suns agabut oU lmperia.lbt scheme, of og­
gre.ssion, U ci need which thould certainly never M betitttld. 
In a country like ours, thia is quite understandable. Be­
cause she holds an important posit.ion and has rich re• 
sou~. Viel Nam has been the target of aggression by 
many cruel enemies. In only a few decades we have had 
to cope with three powerful imperialisms. Jn timt to come, 
as our country's position rises in importanC'e tfter our 
victory 0\'er the American imperialists, we m.a1· have to 
cope with other insane schemes and adventurist acts on 
the part of imperialism. President Ho Chi Minh, when 
alive, constanUy reminded us to look out far afleld and to 
helghlen our vlgil•nce. If we do not look out, certainly 
we may eWly neglect ot1r national defence. Our President 
1,lso stresred that, j f we are to be vigilant, the most jm. 
portant thing is to build the militia and self-det'ence units 
i.nto a powerful force. Some comrades and Party cadrft in 
the localttles have not. grasped that problem. 'Il\ese 

Digitized by Google 

ACAi.MST U.S. AERCrNAVAL WAI\ IOI 

comrades, including armymtn, have not a profound know• 
ledp of the present revolutlon•ry tuk and the Party'• 
mJUtary line. That ia why they do not pay due attention to 
local military work. And, as I said abov~. to neglect this 
work is to make light of the building and consolidation 
ol national clefence at the grassroots, to make light of the 
achievement of independence and tM defence of the 
country at the grusroots. This is a question of bask view• 
point, of revoluUonary stand. 

In ou.r present struggle against U.S. ~ggression, for 
natio,nc:1,) ~lvo.tlon, as w•ll a• in oeonomic reht'hlllUltion 
and development and in socialist construction, we are 
swamped with work. This urgent work needs to be done 
satisfactorily. The cadres in various branches and localities 
must e-ndeavour to overtake and outstrip the target figures. 
Therefore if, In some localities, our Party cadres and in• 
habitants d> not pay full attention to military matters, 
especially at grassroots level, it is quit e possible :hat the 
local military task will be neglecled. The Party cadres 
and respomlbla cadres in these localities will pay less 
attentlon to this work ; they may have no consideration 
for it or do It only perfunctorily. Perhaps the requirements 
of the fron\. will not be met.. The need to raise the ftgbting 
capaci(y and the sense of combat readiness of the local 
armed forces and the building of local military organs 
may be Ignored. Bconomic construction •nd the CCJnsolida­
Uon of national defence may become separated and not 
given appropriate guidance. Of CO\lrse, we must aotively 
prevent these phenomena and, if they take ploce, elimi~ 
nal<> them. 

We mll!it. get down to the con.&1.ructJon of sochaliam, 
the rehabilitation and development of the economy and 
the cornsolldaLivn ot nation.al defence, National c<>l\#tructlon 
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and national defence must be given their rightful due 
and ca.nnot be dissociated from each other. '111eretore, 
while devoting our efforts to ~nomic work, we must 
attend carefully to national dc!ence. The cadres at various 
Party levels and In all branches including villages, ham~ 
1,,ts, <'00pe1:«1i.ves, ngr-icultural farms, ent•rprlsos., town 
quarters and pubUc offices must fully grup this problem. 

All the branches, · including i:,dustry, agrkulture, 
capital construction, post and telegraph, communlcatJon.s, 
health serviCE-, education, must auu'JM a great port o/ the 
responsibility for the comtruotion of the peop~•• Mtionol 
de/enct. That is why, while fuUllling the mission entrusted 
to one's own branch, one must pay due attention to nation~ 
al defence, e$peclally by a satisfactory performance of 
local military work. With regard to the various branches, 
public offices. enterprises and agricultural farms which 
have been newly set up and are not yet atqunJnted with 
local milil-111')' work, they must carefully study the Party's 
military line, and the experiences of other localities so 
as to carry through that work 1uccessfully. This Is a prob­
lem of param.,unt importance-, becau,;e the larger the size 
of socialist CO."lstruction, the greater the number of econ.o­
mit undertakings and industrial centres, The self•defence 
force, which comprl11e1 the best sons and daughters of tho 
working class and toiling people, wlll develop and play 
n.n importnnt role. Like the rural militia and guerilla this 
force serves the proletarian dictatorship at tha base. In 
peace time it is the armed force defending production and 
the shock force for producUon ; ln war time it is tJ1e armed 
force directly prosecuting tht! people's war in the lOC.'.llity. 
it is the core for the entire people to fight the enemy right 
11,t the local level. For this reason, in war time as In peace 
time, all bra1uhes of activity, public olftees and enterprises 
must carry out local military work and pay attention to 
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the building and training of the militia , seif,o(Je-fen<'ec force 
and re.erve force. 

The Party ('lacfrU in the army, the cnrtre, iri charge of 
militaT}l work in variou., loc41ieies, mu.st fully undentand 
their recpo,aihillty to improve their guirta11~"" with r@gard 
lo the execution of this work. They rnust stick to the 
military line of the Party and the resolutions and dirt'C­
tives of the Central Committee, the Government and the 
Central Military Committee i they must resolutely and 
creatively carry out thla work by adopting appropriate 
plans and methods to push it vigorously at.tad ; they must 
prevent all symptoms of negligence, lack d v1gUance, and 
con,ervatlam checking their bold m;irch forward. 

T/ae staffs, political and logistic deporh~eni,, regu.la.r-
1mitJ, fffvices and 4rtla..t mu.st underttand :lea,rly that, to­
gether with building the people's army, it is necessary to 
pay attention to arming Lhe muses. They must not think 
that the regular army, artillery, tanks, aircraft, can solve 
all problems.. 1'rue, they can solve. many problems, but 
what about that of the base ? Everyone !nows that the 
regular army, ope.rating in concentrat.ed units, is very 
important; it therefore requires building up and bt-ing 
made well-aeuoned and powerful. However we must 
undP.ntand that, parallel to this, it is necessary to build 
strong unita of Lhe regional force and the militia end self• 
defence force. Recently, in the reaistance to the U.S. war 
of des.trucUon, Md we increased even more the sLrenglh 
of the A.A. defenot ol the rcgjona and strengthened, boldly 
and rapidly, the A.A. equipment of the miliUa and regional 
armed forces, we would certainly have seen a conaiderable 
Increase ln the strength of these IOt'al armed forcea, and 
won even greater victories. 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



, .. VO NQUYDf ClAP - Ul&enD Wllff'I ... GI 

Our N•vy ha, done good work by organizing the peo· 
pie's war on waterways and at sea ; this should be con­
tinued so as to yield even better results. 

All of!lce.rs and men mult fully realize the impor­
tance and content of locol mUitary work and actively take 
parl in it. 

The milif4Ttl cad1'u, tncludtng t.hoee in charge of local 
ml!ltary work, mu,t auo pay·IN~t atttntion lo econom· 
ic con.st11«.1ion. They must itudy this and gr,sp tht re-­
quirements of the economy In order to help the Party 
cadres and branches to combine economic actlviUes with 
national defence, local economJc conslrucllon with local 
m.llltary work. They must constantly bear In mind Uncle 
Ho's teaching : "Fighting the enemy cannot be divorced 
from political and economic activities; a military cadre 
who only lcnows military matters is like a man standing 
on one foo!.,. 

It ia necessary to continue to bring into play the ~em­
plary and vanguard role of the militia and ,elf-defence 
force in production.. It ml.Ult be coordinated with produc­
tion work in order to be strengthened and bullt and to 
gain political education and military training. At present 
th.ti work is under way in some provinces in the Third 
and Fourth Mili1-ry Areas, along the left bank of the 
Red River and in other re:gtons. It must be given due 
attention by other 1ocaUtles. Apart from their vanguard 
rote In agricultural production, we must highlight the role 
of the mHltfa and seU-ddence force in industrial produc­
tion anti ht other branch• of ~elivlly, sut'h tts the B~c-h 
Dang wortl (Holphong), the Vang Danh and Ha Lam 
coal minea (Quang Ninh province). We mus.t do it In 
such a way as to make this a widespread movement ; 
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this is the l'ffpollliblllty of the Party ,adr,,s and those 
oltendJng to military wotk In the locollties. 

Once again. I want to stress that every one of us must 
be thoroughly acquainted with t.he new situation. We 
must heighten our vigilance in the realization that the 
struggle against U.S. aggres&ion, for national sal vation, 
la the primary task of our people In both ...,.. of the 
COWltcy. To delend the couolry i::s •t. pn::iseul ••Id h'1 !!.!tu.re 
one of the cardinal taakr ol. our Porty nd people. There­
fore, in national construcUon, in the buiJdlng of soc.-lalism 
in our country and the effort to improve the Uvelihood of 
ou1· people, we must clt.arly realize all our responsibility 
towards the frontllne and the strength,ning of national 
de.fence ; we must fully undent.and the importance of local 
military work. its fundamental role in th~ struggle against 
U.S. aggression at. present as well as t he consolidation of 
national dtfence in future. To neglect local military wo.rk 
is to neglect. national defence work at the base, and as a 
consequence there will be neither powerful local people's 
war, nor powerful revolutionary military work. 

In organization. there is plenty of work to do. First, the 
cadre, at all levels and in all branrh-11 m,ut t horoughly 
undet'stam:f the military Une of the Party, iU viewpoint on 
tlte ,.ore of local people's wo,o and on local military work. 
This is a bulJ on which to solve concrete problems consist-, 
ent with the situation and task in each locality. 

We mmt pay great attention to the bdfding of regional 
armed forces afld fully understand Ille importance of the 
buil<fing of the militia and ,elf-d•fence fo,-ce. Parallel to 
this work in the counlr-ysid@, w~ m\1.st he)p to form m.i:litia, 
self-defence~ and combat ielf•dt/ence force,, as tht!y em• 
body the new ftghtlng forte of the working class and ton­
ing people In urban centres under the socialiat regime. 
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Whatever the circumstances, it ia necessary to build the 
mHIUa and Jelf-defence force and the reserve force to that 
they may develop powerfully and meet the requ.irementt 
of the struggle against U.S. aggression at present and the 
consolidation of nationa! defence on a permanent basis, 

In the bulldlng of the militia, .. 1t-dd~ce force and 
reserve force, we must lay emphuis on miliuiry training 
aru:I the popularlzatlon of the necessary military know• 
ledge to the entire people ~ we must i,ush forward national 
defence sports and organize competitions of traditional 
sport, and ~mnutics in order to enhance- their fighting 
force and spirit. This was formerly done by our ancestors 
as early as the Tran Md U dynuties, and is done today 
in many localities in our country. In an inde~ndent coun• 
try, even in peace time, the reservists must always be 
aubject to military training. This Js very important as it 
mek-es ua ready tor c.-ombat1 e6pccially U the standing army 
is to be reduced. · 

Military trainlnc mu.s-t be organized according to a 
clear program and no\ at random. In training attention 
11bould be paid to speciaJized teams and brigades making 
up different nrms ot the militi.e. and seJ!~efenCe force. 
The n1i1itin, self-defence and reserve force must c.-onlinu• 
ously Improve their quality. In our country every citizen, 
eve.ry young person, must be a good worker ; t,l the sarne 
time, he must hove both resolve and ability to defend the 
Fathorland. 

The building of th.~ ngionol army mu.st be 4Uended to. 
The regionnl army in uch province ls much greater at 
present than it was formel'ly. Not only is it pro\'ided wiU1 
mtanuy, but also with other necessary arms. This is the 
rea&0n why the managtment, training and organization of 
the 1·egional army should be all-sided and its quality raised 
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to make it really strong ; It must be turned int.c, a m1cleus, 
a school to train military cadres and return them to t he 
localities &0 that the regional troops c-:1n be- strengthened 
swiftly jn case of need. 

Economic work should b~ s.atit/actorily co,nbined toitJl 

n4tional defence. This problem must be solved both at the 
cenlral level and in the localities. 

A$ we have found out, people's war i,n the whole coun­
try in general and in each locallty iu particular, shows 
our combined strength in the mJllUlry, political and eco~ 
nomJc fields ... This force has been brought into play re­
cently, in our rHista.nee to the U.S. war of destruction. 
On the buis of the new relations of production we have 
satisfactorily combined production with fighting. We have 
closely combined the operations of the armed force, with 
the activities of the economic branches serviug the peo,. 
pie's Hfe. Thanks to this our people have won gre,t suc­
cesses in all field,. At present we are building up the 
centra}ty .. run economy whUe developing the local eco­
nomies. The more developed the toe-al economy, the greater 
possibility it creates for the improvement of the iwople's 
Uvlng conditions and the more it meets th~ new require­
ment., of national defence and the development of the 
ft,ghting capacity of the local armed forces and population. .. 
It is the material and technical buts of people's wa.r; 
th~refo1·e, in their leadership, our cadres must not belittle 
the combination of economic development and the 
11trengthening of national defence, the union o( the local 
economic task and the local military ta&k. Wi~h this 
lu,nuvuivu:s cvmbim,1,1.ivu, in lhc eveul of wWJ·1 condiUorll!' 

will be cttated for the protection and maintenance at pro­
duction, the reduction of damage and the continued devel-
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opment of u,e Jocal economic potenUal to serve the re­
quiremelils of the war and the people's life. This combi­
nation must be carried out in all respects, in all branches, 
jn the development of agriculture, industry, transport and 
communications, post and telegraph, the he;.lth and cul­
tural services ... , in the constn.tction of the countryside as 
well as in the development ot urban centres. 

The local economic branche$ must see to the combi­
nation of their acUvlUes with the requirements of national 
defence ; for instance, the comblnalion between industry 
and the production and repair of armaments; that between 
various agricultural areas, transport and communJcaUons, 
post and telegraph, and the medical service respectively 
on the one band, and national defence on the other; thaf 
between nat.ional defence and all th~ above-.menlioned 
branches. This combination must be given great attenUon 
all through the process of national construction because 
such major tasks as division of economic areas, distribution 
or manp)wer, and extension ot the road network, need 
many y('Qrs to complete. Therefore:, gradual provision for 
such tasks must be made in peace Ome. If not, when the 
war flares up, we shall have to carry them through under 
the bombing and then the d.llflcullies and damage incurred 
will be much greater and the quality of the work affected. 

The harmonious combination of local economic coii­
itruction and local military work requires &n all-sided out­
look. We must grasp the tasks of economic development, of 
socialist contrucllon and also of toe.al defence and the vital 
interests- ot the nation. We will base ourselves on our t..-CO­

nomic . r..ossibillties, on the concrC'lc situation of the 
material and human resources of the locality to work out 
a comprthensive plan with various stages combinJng fm­
inMh.He with long-term tasks. Work should be done by 
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order of prlorJty, and a plan must be mapped out tor some 
of the tasks to be carried out only in the eve:H ot war. Those 
which are completely in accordance with the requj.rements 
of national defence and the national economy can be done 
forthwith. 

... ~ Those which basically answer the requirements of 
tR:.e two branches bu( do not show, for the time being, a 
~il.e ro-<>rclin;uion between them, are subject to further 
study and are to be done step by step. 

' 
This coordination should be understood even a l the ~· 

,ruaroots level. In all work- construction of a factory. 
ti"ulldlng of a hydraulic system, transformation ot the fields, 
afforc,tation - we must bear in mind that it is to be done 
fn the interests of both the national economy and national 
ddente. 
"'q" . 

Tht Party's feadtr,hip over local military toork mu.st - "' be itrengthened. 

r't At pre,ent our cadres must have a thorough grasp of 
the military situation and tasks &S well as the Party's mfllt­
ary police so as to strengthen their guJdance over local 
mllliary work; they must give this work it! rightful place, 
etpC'dBJly when the resistance war against U.S. aggression 
b nging In half our country and in Cambodia and Laos. 
While tl.fs:cusstng economic construct.ion and other tasks, 
our cadtt.s must al!.o take decisions on the local mllltary 
tuk, they must strengthen the Farly's leade.rshlp over the 
local mHitary organs and send cadres acquainted with local 
millUiry work to ht-Ip in various: organs and fn miJttary 
commands of provinces, towns t1nd other ba!es so 1hnt they 
may di,cher,:e thtir task helter as staffs of the Porty com­
miltea. ll ls necessary to dt-f\ne the responsibility of the 
Stat oqms and b c-anches towa.cd ~ i t ren~thl,~i:".I( t. f 
~"lil..M.. ,tr!':!'.- ~ ~,--~,;:_.; ..J.I: SJ,:;.,.:. ~ :. ::i...:":.::. ..:.J:. 
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local military work, and to organize and supervise this 
work In ench branch in order to btlp the Party committee 
and the head of th.is branch to guide il In e.<:h village 
thtre is a mJJitia staff i Jn each workshop or factory the.re 
must similarly be r~pon.sible cadre$ for military work.. 
Studies should be made to dellne the responsibility, or• 
ganization and method of military work in various organs 
and branches, especfally in those directly concerned with 

· national defence. 

We are facing a most glorious and iml)Ortant tas:k ­
lo unite the entire people, perseveringly step up the 
resistance in order to bring our struggle against U.S. ag­
gression for national salvation to total victory. 

South Viet Nam haa not been liberated yet, the war 
is going on, our fellow-countrymen and combatants are 
bravely fighting the enemy al the front. The peoples 
of lhe three Indochinese countries are defeating the Ame• 
ric-an aggressors. We are determined to go ahead, carry out 
the instruction, of President Ho Chi Minh in his sacred 
Testament, flllftl the Wk of the great rear area towards 
the great fronUlne-South Viel Nam - so as worthily to 
oontribute to the cau.se ol national liberation of the lndo· 
<:hinese peoples and to the Nvolutionary movement of the 
world's people. 

Whatever work we are doing, military, economic, cul· 
tural or social work, we must clearly· realize that our fint 
duty is: to fight the U.S. aggressors, to snve the country. We 
must thoroughly grasp the slogan "All for victory over 
the Amerkan invaders." That is why all organlzallon.s at 
every level, all branches of activity, all localiUes, must 
pay special attention to nat.ional defence work, profoundly 
undent;md the role of local military work and the very 
important strategic significance of the local people's war. 
and try to do this work well. 
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II is hoped that th ... points will be reported back to 
the heads of conunlt!Hs, branches, loealitiet 1o that all ol 
them will actively execute the directives and resoluUona 
of the Party Central Committee, lhe Government an.d the 
Central Military Committee on local military work, and 
make it progress vigorously. By so doing we shall make 
a Valuable contribu·Uon to the present resistance to U.S. 
aggression, for national salvation, and to the sa!egu:a.rding 
of luting independence for our beloved Fatherland, 
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CHAPTER V 

ON THE SFA AND RIVBB BATTJ.EJ'IIONT 1 

Our Navy is a you.ng armed service. Its birth was con­
nected with our people's sovereignty on our rivers and on 
our sea, with the victory ot the Vietnamese nation in the 
struggle tor indep&ndence and ·freedom. President Ho Chi 
Minh once said: "In the past., we had only night and 
forest. Now, we have day, sky and sea. Our coast is long 
and beautiful, we should know how to defend it.'' Now, 
under the leadership of the Party and of Uncle Ho, our 
people have won glorious victories through various stage, 
of hard and resolute struggle. We already have day, sky 
and sea. This is , very great change, which brings inde­
pendence and sovereignty to our land, the sovereignty 
on the rivers and the sea of our people. 

We must de!~nd our tel'ritorial waters and our very 
long ancl beautiful coast! This is a very glorious task en­
trusted to the Novy and the river and coastal forces by 
our Party and people, This is Uncle Ho's teaching we are 
determined to ref!Jize at a11 costs. 

... VICJ'ORJOUS OEVEWl'MENT UY ·nu; l'Wf'~f;'S WAR 
ON THE SEA AND RIVER BATTLF.FJELD 

Viet Nam poW?sses a very long cost. In a not very 
huge countl'y like ours, the length or the c-otast. and the 

·, . Spe«h d(•lh•cl'N et the «ri:inon y comrne.Mrnling th• l51ll 
rou11dll1.JC 1nuivt1fary of the- Navy tHl70l. 
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quite well-developed network of rivers and canals are 
special features differing from many ot.hu countries.. 

The topography ol our coast Is complleated, There 
ore rugged archipelagos with thousands ol big and small 
lalands such u the Ha Long and Bai Tu Long bays; there 
are Jong flat stretehee of ee~ eo~t e-uch o:a the C()4tl.ol 
areas of the Bae Bo Rnd Nam Bo deltas, and places where 
there are high cliffs forming closed bays snch as Da Nang, 
Cam Ranh, etc. 

Our country possesses many big riven with ouUets 
to the ~a: the Bach Dang, Hong (Red), Ma, Lam, Glanh 
riven and many otben In the North; the Huong (Per­
fume), Tra Khuc, Ba rivers in Central Trung Bo; and 
the Mekong, a very big river that runs through the whole 
length of the Indochinese peninsule down to the Nam Bo 
plain where It splits up Into many trlbutarl .. before drain­
ing into the sea. 

Along our eoastat areas and riven there are populous 
centre-s and prosperous vi1lagts, ,especially along river­
sides nnd rivermouths. 

Viet Nam's rivers and sea show enormous prospect, 
of wealth and maritime products. At the same time they 
constitute very conve.nient communicatlo:r1 and transport 
lines. 

Due to the country's important positicn, Its long coast 
and big rivers, th~ enemy from outside, in the pa.st as weU 
as now, hove often made \lie of the sea and rivers to in­
vade our country. In the course of our history, the Viet­
namese nation has mony time-s held aloft the tradition of 
hero.ic and u ndnunted struggle against foreign invasion on 
tho sea and on the rivers. Since the founding of the coun­
try by the Hung Kings, our nation hns performed count­
less heroJc exploits on our l3nd and, more especially, on 
our rivers and sea. 
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In the fltst battle on the Bach Dang River, Ngo Quyen 
routed the tr'OOps of the Southern Han. Jn the second 
Bach Dang battle, Le Dai Hanh onnibilated the Sung 
lroo!>'- In addiUon then, wen, the battles of Chuong 
Duong and Ham Tu Qrl the Red River, and the third battle 
ot the Bach Dang whe.re Tran Hung Dao smashed the 
Mongol invaders, the battles of Van Don and Cua Luc 
whero Tran Khanh Du sh.altered the enemy's convoy of 
supply boats; the b<tlle of Rach aam-Xoai Mut in the 
South where Nguyen Hue defeated the Siamese troops, etc. 

It is clear from our h.lstory that our forefalhen from 
an early date knew how to use navftl fleets to move their 
troops by ua and river. Ly Thuong Kiel deployed his 
troops by using the ,ea; Tran Hung Dao used both land 
and maritime routes for h1J: temporary troop withdrawal 
along the Thai Binh and the Red River, getting out at 
the Bo. Lat river-mo11th and then entering the Ma river. 
NgUyen Hue made w,e of the sea route many times to go 
from Qui Nhon to Thuan Hoa, from southern Trung Bo 
to Gi~ Dinh, and from Thuan Hoa to Vi Hoang; the greater 
part of bis military forces, and at times hundreds of 
~lephnnts and cannoDS were transported by bOAts. 

AU these heroic exploits and creative methods of troop 
movement testily to the fact that in the past and at the 
present time, the enemy have made use of the sea end 
the rivers to invade our country, where-as our people have 
performed outstanding exploits on those important ba.t.Ue­
f:.ronta of t.b.e country. 

The intelligence and reaourcefulne:ss of our ancestors 
in flghllng tho enemy on land as well as on the sea and 
riven had developed from a very early date. Our Navy 
has had an excellent tradition of fighting both on the sea 
and on the rivers. Of.i,rlmary importance is the fact that 
whether on the sea or on the riven. there has always bffn 
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a strict co-ordination between the maritime and the land 
lof'C'e2'. Those are outstandJng features of the wns for 
national defence and the Ube.ration of our naUon, in 
which we have fought the ene-my on land, on rivers and 
on the sea. 

When the French Imperialists first Invaded our country, 
we were then under a declining, feudal regime politically 
and economically backward, while the asgressor wu a 
Western capitalist power. The enemy deploi'ed their Navy 
and made use of the rive.rs and the sea to Invade our 
country. The hole which can stut be seen on the wall o( 
the Hanoi citadel was made by a cannon-sheH fl.red !1om 
a French war vessel. Under the Nguyea dynarty the 
patriotic movement and the fighting spirit were not so 
strong as under the Tran, the Le and Ngeye-n Hue. War 
vessels with a gnat tonnage and strong resistance to fire-­
power used by Nguyen Hue in attacks on Gia Dinh no 
longer e-?(-isted; the vessels of the Nguyen Navy now had 
aailors who "while rowing had to fan themselves," aa 
satlrkaUy described by Weslem missionaries: pointing to 
Its weakness. 

When the- French imperialists in,..aded our country 
for the second Hme, we we.re a people's democracy and 
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam had already been 
founded. The soclal system was an advanced one, but the 
country's economy was atm backward as It had just been 
freed from the yoke of colonialist and feudoJist domination. 
At the start, the aggressors again used their war vessels 
to penetl'ate our rivers from the sea. Our araty and people 
mounted very heroic battles against f.he enemy on the 
rivers and on the !ea such as the attack on the warship 
Croy,a.c vessel ,n Ha Long Bay and a number of other 
b11tt1es on the Lo and Red rivers in Bae Bo; attacks on 
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enemy ~ssels in Trung Bo; and on enemy naval bases and 
troops o:t rlvers in Nom Bo, etc. 

The war or resistance against the French eoloniaUsts 
was brought to a suc<'essful end. But our ~ple have had 
to carry on the slruggle against the U.S. imperialists who 
c11me to replace the French colonialists to Invade our 
country. This Ume the enemy came from a country with 
very grtat n,ilitary ;md economic potentialities. In their 
mind, th? strength of the U.S. Air Force anct Navy Is in­
vincible. To put into effect their scheme of ~ggression 
og:dnst the two zones of our country, a land tens of thou~ 
sands of miJt"S away from the United States, they hnve 
done their utm01t to bring into play their own Navy in 
whJch tt.e Seventh Fleet plays an important role. 

The U.S. imperialists have used their Air Force and 
Navy to un1e8.$h a war of destruction. In South Viet Nam., 
they ha1-le striven to build and consolidate military bases 
along the coMt and used their naval forces to carry out 
mopping-up operations and attac-ks against the coastal. 
areas and the riversides so t\S to reinforce theJr infantry 
forces. blockade the sea, land their t roops and transport 
supplies. ln the course of their war of aggression against 
South Viet Nam, they hove also tried to build up the 
puppet army, including the infantzy, air force and navy. 
The puppet navy has both maritime and river forces. 

It i.s obvious that their navy constituted an imp0r­
tant force when they came to invade our country. lt is 
also obvious that, unlike the situation during former wars, 
there Is: a great dlff'ere.nce OOtween our own technical 
equipment o:, compared with t.h"t <,f th-: enemy. 

For thousands: of years, our nation had to confront in• 
vading troops coming !roin bi,gger countries but these 
were 1:11s0 under a feudal system like our own nnd so the 
inequality in economy and technique of both sides was 
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not so great. Often, the enemy were nwntrically superior, 
but our arms and equipment were equal to theln. 

At present, jn our wars of resistance against the im­
perialist a,ggresaon, we have the leadership of the Party, 
an advanced social system, and a highly conscfom people. 
The entire people fight the enemy. But as far II arm• ;i,nd 
te<:hnique are concerned the enemy la at a more sophisti­
cated level than we are and the inequality of naval forces 
is even more obvious. As everybody knows, man ii the 
decisive factor in a wor whereas arnl.$ and equJpme:nt con­
stitute a very important factor. So, tn analysing and UM':SS­

lng the mllitary vlctori.,, bt our people in the p .. t u well 
as at present, it js necesaary to take into occount these 
two factors in a comprehenalve manner. 

Our Navy c;une into being in new hi1torica1 condiUons. 
We have the correct and creative line of our Party on 
people's war. Our Navy has inherited our nation's glorious 
tradition. and developed our army's herdc tradition. It 
enjoys lovt!i and affection of our people, the wholehearted 
assJatance and concerted action of other people's anned 
forces. A.$ far as the men and the system are concerned 
we have very fundamental advantages. But u for mate.rial 
and technical bases, a very important upect. we still have 
many shortcoming,. 

However, big progress has been made by our Navy 
throughout 15 yeaq of building and fighting and tho Navy 
together with the entfre army and people, has achieved 
brilliant exploits. 

We are proud of tJ1e maturity of our Navy and of the 
growth ot the heroic Vietnamese people's armed forces, 
Our Navy constitutes the core of people's war on the flu.vial 
and maritime front. It has contributed a worthy part, to• 
gether with the army and people of the North, to the 
total defeat of the U.S. imperialist war of destrucUon and 
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made gttat •llorta In fulJUling the task of the great rear 
area lowards the great heroic front. These exploits and 
achlevemen" have embellished the Viet Nam Navy's One 
tradition : ••Fight with valour and resourcdulness, over. 
come difficulties, be delerm.lned to flght and win." 

The achievement& of the seamen are clocely bound 
up wilh the merits and great victorie, obtained by the 
armed force, and people living along the seacoast and 
river banks in defending our t.rrltorial waters and Ma• 
coast. , 

We warmly hail lhe regional onny, militia end aelf· 
defence forces 1tattoned: along the seacoast and river ban.ks 
who have matured in all fteld1 Md in their combined 
11cUons with the navy have shot down many aircraft, sunk 
or set aft.re many enemy veuels, neutralized thousands of 
torpedoes, bomba and mines of various kinds and heroic,. 
ally held fatt to the sea to produce, transport, flght and 
serve the fighting forces, thua greaUy contribuUng to the 
common victory. 

TM vorio'll& arm, And armtd aervice, of the people's 
army who have shown a high spirit of solidarity In taking 
up concerted actions to defeat the enemy and defend the 
country. 

We are very proud and feel grateful to the people 
thToughout the CO'lffltry for their love and support to the 
navy, 

The people ol Haiphong, Quaog Ninh, Thanh Hoa, 
Nghe An, Quang Blnh, Vinh Linh and other coutal prov­
inces:. and cadres, workers and personnel from various 
branches and State offices have given devoted aS&lstance 
to the seamen. They have created the most favourable con­
d.iUons for the latter lo act and fighl and recorded many 
great achtevtment.s In their combined attacks with lhe 
navy against the enemy. 
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We warmly welcome the resounding mllit,,ry ezploita 

or our compGtriota ••d the Llberolion Army of t1 .. heroic 
Souch. The vict.orles of our army and people on this grut 
front are a aource of encouragement and a ahin.in.g e,i:ample 
lor tl1e people and lighten throughout the country. 

We enthuala1tl~y acclaim the great victor!., of the 
frn~l p~• oftd L,be-ra.ticm Army of Loo. ond C1le 

fr•km4l people and Liberation Anny of Cambodia. The 
IndochineM people's flshting 1plrlt and aolidarlty will 
certainly smash every aggrasive 9Cheme of the American 
imperlallsta and their henchmen, traitors to their countries. 

, 
Besides thele achlevementa, in the prOCfll of con­

atruction and fighting, the Navy still has weakneaes and 
faults which must be eliminated. The important que:sUon 
lo that in the light of the correct and creaUve military line 
of our Party, in the reality of carrying <Xlt peoP.le's 'War 
on the river and sea bettlefleld, we have knowi: how to 
draw experience In all fields a, • buls for Improving the 
con1tructlve and flcbting qualltlea of the seamen. 

First ol all, It Is the experience of lhe 10hole people 
/ightlng agai1'11 the """mV cm .tM Ha and ri.,.,. botU~ld 
with tlae n4val fcrrce a, the core, and with. variou, fOTca 
joifl.ift.g in a.ction, to defend our territorial waten and 
riven. · 

Fighting in our own country againat an enemy who 
ja equipped with more modem techniques. than we are 
but ha.I come from a faraway land to invadt our territory, 
we have known how to strike at his strategic: weaknetees. 
With the detenninnlinn to Aght, with a reaourccful ond 
creative way of fighting 1n which a smAll f<lrce can defeat 
a bigger one, w@ have won bottle, in which hi.gl~ combat 
efficiency wa, attained. That is a great llll«tM which con­
tributes to highlight the correct and ere.alive st.r11tegic 
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thoughts of our Party, of a small nation which has defuted 
powerful imperialist ·countries. 

One of the objectives of the U.S . imperialists was to 
strike at wr supply lines and bases. Though the enemy 
used many crue1 methods. mobilizing huge forces to attack 
u.s, he has finally been defeated. We have succeeded in 
transportir.g our supplies by water as well as by land. 
The results obtained in bringing supplies to the islands 
and other locallUes bear proof of t.be achievements and 
exploits In this field. 

Conc<mlng the t<uk of conducting patrol, and fighting 
the ene,ny, the ve.ry Jmportant thing is that we have man­
aged to b:ing Into play the people's immense strength, 
closely combine the force of the navy with th.at of the 
regular anny, the militia and self-defence units situated 
along the seacoast and river banka, and the artillery and 
;:mti-aircraft units of the regular army, etc., set up a strong 
net.work for the people's war on the sea and river batlle­
fte ld, and defend the peoplo's life and property, and our 
territorial waters in peace as wen as in wartime. 

To kttp the en~my ,111der pe,-man.ent ob1en10tion on 
the sea, we have organized the modem observation net­
work of the navy and at the same time set up observation 
groups of the coastal local forces. Therefore, we have 
usually been masten of the situation at Ra in ~time 
as well at in times of great. dlfftculties during the enemy 

. war of destruction. 

We hove thwarted the enemy scheme of bl«:Jcadlng 
our con1mtm.icafion Unu with bombs and mines of various 
klnds. The arrned foref!l' And people, with the navy as the 
core, have organlzed adequate forces and taken effective 
measures to neutrallze enemy mines and bombs, ensuring 
safe movement for ships and boats. The localities and 
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various economic branches aloag the seacoast and river 
tianks have organized their own forces equlps:ed with ade­
quate weapons and means, both rudimentary and modem, 

. '• to operate on or along the rivers and narrow channels. 
The specialist forces have bee-n active mainly on the sea 
or greater channel,, on river sections which were hardest 
hit or in places where conditions for reslst:ng blockade 
are the more complex and difficult. To bring into play 
our bravery and intelUgence, we have actively cleared the 
channels, reducing the difficulties and dama.te to a mini­
mum and NStricting the bad effects caused by enemy 
bombs and mines. 
I , 

To resist the enemy blockade, we have done our best 
to attack ihe enemy especially his ships and aeroplanes 

.. Which. came to drop mines. 

. ' Sueh experiences mUJt be drawn continuously and 
widely applied. 

, .. One of the grtat apffit1«:t& ii ·in the combin4tion of 
utNII with land force,. 

In the pret.ent conditions of our country, and for a 
Icing time to come, our navy is not strongly equipped with 
technique. Therefore it. ha difficult for it to fight the enemy 
JrldependenUy. Even with a powerful naval force, when 
ftghtlng the enemy on the sea and rivers we still have to 

' combine closely the forces fighting by water with those 
ftgbUng by land In the people's armed forces. Inland bu .. 
serve u Starting points, supply bues· and hiding places 
for the forces ftghUng by water. It can be ,..Id that to ftgb\ 
the enemy on the sea and river bat.tlefieJd our Navy must 
nerenerity need forces fighting both by water and by land. 

·.. Our Nt1t>1J it entnuted with the ta.ak oj fighting the 
fflem.y on &ht st4 ond river,. Our country hu a long sea­
coast and gr~.at rivers. That is why we have to build up 
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the Navy to defend our fatherland. Formerly, our naval 
forte was already developed and active on the sea and 
riven. Nowadays, our Navy does the same work.. This taak 
determines how our Navy should be built up and should 
ftgbt. 

Another very important experience is that d&.e bui&d­
;ng up of the »411<1 fo,ce must be clost!ly 4SIOcioted with 
th.at of the anned force, ,rationed cdong tM '" cout and 
river bcmks. The dtw,lopment oi the notxll force is closely 
,.elated to th4t of the coated loccditin and .su economic 
branchet. 

The local armed forces situated. along the seacout and 
rfv~r ban.ks are ot great lmportanee. Attention muat be 
given to the buUdJng up and footer!ng of theae forceo so 
that they will bemme a widespread and powerful force 
which can take concerted acUons with the Navy in defend• 
ing our territorial waters and rivers. 

We have determined a correct orientation for build­
Jng up the re,erw of the Navy. The Navy must attach im­
portance to recruiting people living along the 1eacoast and 
river banks or working in such economic branches u sea 
pr<>ducta and sea lran.sport, That wnt afford favou~a~le 
conditions for the new recruits for they are used to living 
on lhe sea or rivers. Late.a\ when they are demobilized, 
thOM seamen who have been trained jn m~ny fields can 
become cadres and technicians of various branch~ ~ 
activit.ie• or grauroota cadrec of cooper•l!vec il\ t!'e 
localities situated alon.g 1he seacoast or river banks, 

We have clearly seen the ta.tic oJ tli.t N4uy in econona.ic 
co,"'trudion. The developmenl of our Navy and army must 
be aAOCiated with that of the national economy. National 
defence mu.st not be separated from the e-conomy. The 
Navy must join forces with various economic activities In 
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general and those on the sea and rivers in particular. Con• 
sequenUy, it will not only be able to bring lmportont 
contributions to the development of eco11omic activitie, 
on the aea and riven, but also benefit frun a number of 
conditlnns for building up and developing ita foroea, t.nin• 

ing technical cadres and personnel, buildlng and repairing 
ships and boats, founding the ma~rial and technical basi. 

. and making a plan for ta.king closely concerted action, 
whenever a war breaks out. etc. 

We have sattsfactorlly solved a problem which has the 
character of a principle. That is to bring about unity and 
co-ordinated actJons between lhe Navy on the. one hand 
and localities on lhe other. 

& regards the building up of lhe nivaJ force we 
have taken iniUal steps in determining the sections .suit. 
able for operation,: and c<>mbat : tra.ln.ing a con\ing..-nt of 
undaunted cadres, and founding a fairly good technical 
and material basjs. 

We have acquired some experience in shooting at. 
· enemy aeroplanes, taking up conce-rted actJons with A.A. 

units stationed along the shore, combining the task o! 
combat with \h4t of camouflaging and hiding our forces. 
We have gained Initial experien~ in fighting enemy 
ships in conditions in which our ships were small whereas 
enemy ships were supported by powerful !tir covu. Be~ 
:,ides, we have also obtained some experientll! in t-ranffonn­
ii\g tht! terrain In order to preserve our forces, and conduct 
combat 11ction.s in all fleJds in wartime. 

Firmly grasping the ever more comprehensive and 
perfected· military line of our Party, continu.lng end devel­
oping lhe tradition of fighting the enemy 01 the sea and 
river in the new historical conditions, our army and 
people have brougtit lhi people's- war on the se-a and 
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. rivet battlefield to a new stage ol development and won 

new victories. 
N has recorded some exploits and 

Recently, our avy initial ones. We must he 
tchievements but lhey "i:e only d working, end try to go 
mod .. l In learning, ~gbtmg an d rganlze the foteH 

t i ecessarv to rally &n o 
forward. t s n .. • tM seacoast and river banks., 
of the peq>Je Uval\g alons 1 with this orienta­
and build up our naval fo~~n k:,: :tdeus force of the 

tion to make it. wlhorth•eya oand ~!er battlefield. 
peoples' war on e 

NAVY IS fflE NUCLEUS FORCE OF THII 
II - 'IRE ON THE SEA AND RIVER BATI'LEl',u.tl 

PEOPLE:$ WAR 

th ••a i nd river battlelleld is waged by 
The war on e - d · • with . beside the sea an nven, 

our people bvlng on or herefore when spe;ikin,g 
the naval force as the nucleus. T . th ' leu1 we should 
of the t.mportant role of the navy as e ":~he 1'oca\ armed 
know that the strength of the pe:opl: ~:ers is All essential 
forces lh'ing on or beside tb~e:i an and rlver b3ttlefleld. 

factor ot people's ~aT :' · ~t::s of combat and build· 
'lbat is why in solving t; ~~rive to bring Int o play the 
up of the Navy we m 1 and the local armed forces 
powerful strength of the peop • . 

. beside the sea and nvers. 
Uvmg on ('lrrml th task of combat and build·UP of the 

Todete ne e . · ts· 
Navy we must T'ely Oft the Jollowlng pom . 

lva on the reuolu• 
Fi,-stly, it ii necasaf'1/ to best our•~s army in gerteTal, 

liouary task o/ ch• PorlV and1l"::Z«n9 on the ,,. and 
Rncl r.h.c No"'!/ (fftd the othff <1f , k ot our army 1:,:, to-, 

river battlefield in particular. ~h:e::d the socialist North, 
gether with the whole peop~el, I~ tntematlonal obligations. 
liberate tho South and fuln 
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At. part of ou.r people's armed forces, the Navy assumes the 
&ame task. It is a very heavy but very gloriollS task of our 
peopJe, the peopJe's army and the Navy. 

Secondly, it i.t nece,sary to ba.se ourteltes on the tea 
and rivn conditions o/ 011r country. A nation always lives 
in a ce-rtain -region. The. conditions of geography. moun .. 
taJns, rivers, sea, population, and economy 1md the political 

.regime are of greal importaneit. 

For centuries, the Vietn3mtse people ha,1e exJsted and 
developed on this stretch of land, our country. The fact 
that our country is not very large, and its i:opulo.tion not 
very numerous, sets off a ch,iracteristic of people's war in 
Viet Nam. a small country which has de:feated many more 
powerful aggrfflOn. 

Our country hos a long seacoasti, rich national re• 
iources and many riven. For this reason we badly need a 
n1v·al force, which together with the whole people must 
cany out the tuk of nationflll defence on the sea and rivtcn. 

· · Thb·dly, u>e must Tely on the developfflfflt of soci41itt 
conttT"uction · and tl,e national economy. Socialism has 
1lready been eslabluhed in North Viet Nam, Socialist con· 
ltrucUon has made new sl.ep$ forward. The ever developing 
ecoitom.y of our country is closely related lo the building 
of our army nnd Navy. The more industry, agriculture and 
other economic branches develop, the quicA:e.r the ship· 
building, navJgatJon and sea transport branches grow up 
and the better the material a.nd technical condltJons for 
developlns the Navy. On that basis, tl,e ta.,k and orienta• 
Uo• o/ the Not>y have been determined. Over the past 
)'ell'I, side by side with the armed forces and people living 
on the seacoast and river banks, the Navy has tried hard 
lo lulftl 111 task. 

Tb.at ,is the task of defending ou1· territo1iHl waters 
and aeocoa.st, ensuring safe movement for the ships and 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

. \' 



VO JtGUYEN GIAP-1i.-a..ECT£0 WRITINOS 

boats of our State and peopl~ and those of foreign countrles 
on our territorial waters and safeguarding our people.,s In­

terests on the high ,eas. 

In war Ume. the Navy has the task of ftght.lng the 
enemy on lhe sea and riven, Snluhing Lbelr raids, attack­
ing their sllips to prevent their t.roop land.lng:s, haunching 
surpn.ie attacks on their military bases situated along the 
seacoast and river banks, destro~ng their communication 
llnes on the sea and riven, etc. 

In addition to fighting, the Navy has tho duly to follow 
the- enemy sltualion on the sea. to give combat support, 
and to ensure transport and communications on th~ sea 
and rivers, BesJdes, the Navy must take part in production 

work. 
A.a regards the Nwy"1 fighting ta.sk. conclusions have 

been re.ached on a number of qUfftions. 
First of all, let us deal with tho opporing fo,c.,. 

Througbo-Jt thelr history, the Vietnamese people have 
fought against the Beets of many invaden, from foreign 
feudal dyout!es to the French and the US and its Saigon• 
puppet rtgime. At present our Navy's opponen~ are 
obviously the US and it& puppet's navies. And while the 
US Imperialists ore trying to carry out their ••Vie:tnaml­
zation'' o; the war, we must keep a strict watch on these 
two opponents without neglecting either. We should also 
keep track of the US satellites' navies and the navy of any 
other power which might come to invade our country, 

In navtil combat. it i, Woof QftGt intpoTtonce to deter-
1nine the theatre of operation.a. 

Exptrience hu shown that nearly all the enemies who 
invaded our country made use of the sea :;md rive-rs to 
attack us. Therefore, ou.r Navy's batUefteld is not only the 
sea but also the: rivets. 
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Here the sea includes tJie seacoasts, the inshore r~ 

gions, the archlpelagoes and the high oeu. In the p,-nt 
time when ou.r Navy's technical equipment is limited. great 
attenUon should ~ paid to fighting the en•my on the 
Necoasta, the inahore regions and the archipelagOfS. Mean• 
while, with the increulng growth of our army ln general 
and our Navy in particular, we can extend our theatre o( 

operations farther. 

On 1ivers, attention should be paJd to the survey of 
river banks and tributaries, especially at places connected 
with the sea and big-river banks. 

In the struggle against the U.S. imptriali.sta for na­
tional salvation our army and people in the South have 
1unk and damaged thousands of big and &mall enemy boats 
and wan.hips : our army and people in the North have 
sunk or set on fire hundreds of U.S. and Saigon puppet 
wanhlps In our ins-bore areas. These achlevementa: havt 
proved that this view of our Navy's theatre of oper1'tions 
is quite correct. 

While conducting people's war on the sea and river 
battlefields, our Party', thinking on 1trategy and fighting 
must be cOT"Tectly and c,,ea.tioely applied. 

First of all, it is the idea of the en.ti,e people fighiing 
agahut the enemy with the people', crnned fo,ce, 1m,lng 
a, the core, and the ideci o/ a small country defeating the 
aggressive army of a big country. From these two funda• 
mental views we have worked out an original and creative 
military art enab1ing us to defeat any aggressor. 

The people's war on the sea and river, must certainly 
be carried out by the entire people and, concretely, by 
the people living by the sea and riven, on the s.ea coasts 
and river banks, w;,th the Navy and other armed forces 
serving as the core. With a close dependence on the main­
land and a good knowledge of the sea and river channels 
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they can gain the upper hand in the fighllng againsL the 
en<.,my. The problem is that we must organize these forces 
properly so that lhey can closely coordinate the.Ir activity 
so as to bring in:o play the strength of the people's war 
on the sea and river battlefield. 

For every Hghter of the Navy and every combatant ot 
our people's army in general, to greisp thoroughly the 
thinking on people's war means tlrst of all that he must 
cfearly realiie that he is fighting for the independence 
and liberty of his Fatherland, for the Ideal of socialism 
and communism, that our army and navy are from the 
people and fight for the people. This is a fundamental 
point. The other inportant point is that, as far as mllltary 
organiution is concerned, we must clearly realize the role 
and usefulness of the regular army and of the armed forces 
ol the masses. The navy forms the core of the region.al 
troops, self•defente :md militia forces of the people living 
on the seacoasts and rivers.ides, at the same Ume it must 
lully bear in min•i thal only by linking iloelf closely with 
the people can it bring into full play Its ftghting strength 
and fulfil lt.s task. Thus the Navy should try to help tile 
pe.ople and their urned forces in those regions to fight the 
enemy and delend the country. 

Thanks to its creative application of Marxlst•Le.nini&l 
doctrine on miJit,,ry organization to lht concrete conditions 
of ou.r country ou Party has great experience in arming 
!he people and building up a people', army with the peo­
ple's armed forces s.ervinr as Its core. 

Fighting practice on the sea e.nd rivers in our country 
hu proved the c:>rreetness of that conception. Whercve1· 
ft.Shem\en and their self-d~tence forces are guided, 9rg~niz• 
ed and well.equi;,ped there the army and the navy can 
find a solid support and thus can make full use of their 
fighting strength, 
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Waging people's war on the sea and rivers we 1nust 

also clearly realize that our country" is small and our 
economy is not yet developed, therdore our anny is in 
general inferior to the enemy in number and in technical 
equ,ipment. Our task is to combat victoriously an enemy 
who.a army i& super ior in nu1nbcr and whose tecludque 
and armament, are much more modern than ours. This 
has been a characteristic of our country. 

By creatively applying Marxism-Lentnt,rn lo the con• 
crete conditions of our country, bringing into play the new 
strength ol an :ldvanc,ed soci1Jist system and inheriting 
and continuing our nation's tradition of fighting against 
foreign invaders, our people have defeated a big force with 
a smaHer one, and used equipment and armaments which 
were in general inferior to 'that of the enemy both in 
quantity ind in sophistication to get the bettt-r of a huge 
aggressive a,rmy with abundant moder~ armft.fflents and 
equipment 

This is an important content of Vietnamese military 
thought. Engels, more than a century ago, pointed out that 
a small eountry could defeat a big one and that on army 
not very large in number ,md not ,•ery strong in equip• 
ment could defeat an enemy with a h\tgf, well.equipped 
~rmy. Th11t characteristic has become n basic lnw in the 
Vietnamese people's history of fighting ngainst foreign 
aggression. · 

This thought must be thoroughly gro3ped and "orrcctly 
applied in the fighting done by our Navy. WJth an army 
which is not very large in number and not very strong in 
technical equipment, we, and our entire pt0ple. are deter• 
mined to defeat.. on the sea and river bnltJ~ftelds of ou1· 
country, an enemy which has a powerful navy and modem 
technical equipment. 
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In ordet to apply this thought to our mililory art and 
increasingly develop lt to defeat the enemy, the most im· 
portant point for our army la to bring into full play our 
courage, resou.n;:efulnea, de-termination and creaUvenea. 
Facing an enemy army many times superior in number 
and technkal equipment we must be courageous and re• 
solved to figh t, We must be clever, resourceful and creat• 
Ive, we mu111t know how to fight. Only by &(l doing can we 
translate into reality the story of the .. grasshopper veraus 
the elephant.'' We must know how to defeat the enemy 
with a for« inferior in numbe-.r and ai-maments:. This is 
out thLnk:Jng on combat and it must be thorough)y grasped 
by out Navy. We must ftght _with dynamism and deter­
mination, fltdbility, l"e$0Ul'Cefulness and creativeness and 
make the best u,e of secrecy and su.rprise Only by $0 doing 
can we succeed in pit.ting a weak naval force against a 
stronger one. 

Out amay and people in the South, with creative com­
bat methods. have destroyed tho~nds o! enemy warships 
including 10,000-ton warships. Using appropriate meana of 
transport or. the sea and rivers we have succeeded in sup­
plying armaments to islands and other units and r-egions. 
-~lso, with courageous 1pirit and creative methods, we 
have wccessfully removed enemy magnetic bombs and 
mines from our sea and riven. 

These combat methods are much in accordance with 
our mUitary thought, with Vietnamese tradition. They are 
the results of applying proletarian principles on military 
science to the concrete conditions and specJal charac• 
terisUcs of Viet Nam. 

M regards .numbers, oun is a small nation, but in 
view of its Aghting spirit against foreign invaders and its 
ability to win. it is a great nation. 
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With a view to working out correct direction for the 

building up of the navy we must base ounelves on our 
ceneral tasks, on va.riou, aspect.a· of our country, on our 
adv•narles and on the mllltory line and stnlegic thought 
of our Party. But as was said above, the set.ting up of our 
navy must be cloeely combined with the formation of the 
armed forces of the masses llvinc by the sea and riven. 

The navy mu.st be buUl tnt.o a service 9/U.h dU:rerent 
&nn1 in accordance with our count.ry'a condiUons iuid with 
the navy's -,wn task. Attention must be paid, on the one 
hand, to tralning It into a hlgbly qualified, loyal and cou­

. rageous navy, with a h1gh tec::hnical and strategic level, 
p essing proper material bases and a large contlngfflt of 
competent cadres and commanders. On the other h~d, 
efforts mu.st be made to build up mllitla and sell-defence 
forees of the people Jiving on the sea.coasts and river banks 
into a powtrlul force so u to promote the ,strength of the 
people's war on the sea and river battlefields. 

Here we shall not go into concrete detaik of the com­
ponent forces which made up 'the navy, but on the whole 
the navy must have forces fighting on the sta and rivers 
and forces llghling on the ground. These two forces should 
be taken into account and have an adequate strength. 
Apart from fighting forces it needs support forces, bases, 
o.nd material and tec.hnical foundations. To have a power­
ful navy, of course, we must go throu,gh a period of devel­
opment. But the main problem is that we must know how 
to work out appropriate initial ate_[>fJ, then through actual 
fighUng and building, sum up expe.rlence with a view to 
elaboratin,g the long-term direction. 

I would lift to stress once again that whll• building 
up the navy, attention should be paid to the formation of 
regional troops and &elf-defence and militia forces along 
the sea coaats ,nd river banks, while coordination among 
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vatious services of the people's •rmed forces operating on 
the sea and river$ must also be enhanced. 

Tbe armed forces of the masses operating on the sea• 
coasts and river banks have shown tl1elr great capability 
in fighilng in this theatre of operations. $0 far all enemy 
commando groups hlvading W t' soil t'n:un U1e :sc:<t luwe bt:t:n 
wiped out by these forces. Patrols inshore and in the 
coasW region• are also carried out by forces of fishermen. 
They are the on•the,-.spot forces which observe the enemy's 
action!. marked bomb sites, removed all enemy min~ 
magnetic bombs, etc:. Tn certain regions, equipped with 
arti1lety, they have sunk or set on fire many enemy war• 
shipo. 

Those achievements have proved their great capability 
as regi.rd., the defence of the sea and riven ol our country. 

The varions act-wities carried out by sea and rivers 
are playing an ever more Important role in our national 
econo111y and lheir material and technical bases are also 
becomjng Increasingly developed, Consequently the fight• 
ing strength of the regional troop, a'nd self--ddenee fl)rces 
is continuously growing. Thus, attention 1hould be paid 
to developing wch forces along the coastal regions and 
river banks. The combination ol productive work with 
fightinz duties and the improvement of their technical 
lev~I in production and theii military knowledge must be 
satisfattorily carried out so that in peace time they are 
skilled producers and in war time a powe.rful ftghtJng 
force. · • 

Net. ooly &.l'e they lhe OO·l11e•li(NL l'ighlinH lun:Q lJut 
they also form an ine.rhaustible f'eterva ferret fcrr the na-vy. 
11lat is why the relations between the forces forming thP. 
core- .ind the armed forces ol the massea, between the 
regular forces and the re.serve, must be intens.JRed. Eflorts 
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·must be made to give mUltary training to the people 
Jiving In lhoM regions. 

· ' The Navy should try to enrol new men from the 
people living on the sea coasts and river barilua. Theae me-n, 
trained and tempered during their tlnle of service, will 
become grauroota C!Adrec for agricultural eo-o~rativ• 
'tnd other economic branches when they leave the Navy. 
By this mean.a, not only will the relations between the 
Navy and the other lo.-- of the masses be in<rtued but 
11,o there will be favourable conditions for the building 
ol the economy and national defence in thtte regions. 

. Apart from the navy, many other fc,rces belonging 
to different armed services take part in fighting the enemy 
o·n ·the sea and river battlefields. This is why the navy 
must have a good co-ordination with the variou1 arms and 
services, the infantry I artillery. air defence and air force, 
p well u with the regional troops and sell-defence and 
militia forte1 of the people Jiving on the sea coasts and 
river banks. 

, Nearly all the military regions and many of the prov­
inces of our country have long coasts Md large riven, 
the-re!ore coordination and assistance nmoag them should 
be intensified and organlzaUonal relations between the 
navy and thoso regions should be gradually set up. The 
navy mu,t dearly realize that it acts as 0 .e ('ore of those 
localitJes and that it must be responsible tor raising milit· 
ary knowledge and organlz'ing flght.lng coordination among 
them &o as to promote the all-round strength of people's 
war On the sea and river battleflelds. 

While building up its ftghtmg forces the navy mun 
Me to the setting up of material and technical bases. This 
is a problem of great Importance especially for t he navy, 
3 force which consists of many different technical arms. 
Repair workshops, quays and ports, storehouses and 
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dumps., etc. musl be built. SJ>ecial attention mu.st be paid 
to the t.ran.sformatlon of terrain and the building o.f pro-­
ject.s.. Only by so doing can the novy have a solid support. 

The ■avy's material and technical baSeS a.re closely 
linked to t.he economic and defence potential of the coun .. 
try. One can have a powerful army only when one possesses 
a geat economic and defence potential. Therefore the 
cofnbination ol economy with national defence Jn the set,. 
ting up o[ Lhe navy ls a problem of great importance. ru 
181\g .. this problem is correctly solved the bull ding up of 
the navy will meet with favourable conditions. 

Producrion work ls one of the important. talk.a of our 
army. The present wk of our navy ls alto to parUclpate 
as a shock force in production work, to protect. and help 
fishermen in their work. Our army is both a fighting and 
a productive force. To take p,11rl ln production, to build 
up the economy in order to produce more wealth for 1he 
country and so lighten the contribution of the pc1>ple :. 
this ls appropriate to the funcUon of the army, suitable to 
the condition and capability of the Navy. To take part it\ 
production contributes to training our naval force tn pro­
ductive labour and in preparation for combat and to 
strengthening the material basis for this armed se.rvlce. 

By joining In production, helping the people and 
.strengthening the relations with the marine brnnches of 
the economy, the navy is building a firmer and firmer 
solidarity between it&elf and the people The more the 
Navy woclatcs Itself with the people's life the better It 
can understand the situation of building \IP the militia, and 
self~defence force. At the same. time, it will better co-­
ordinate with the marine and coastal branches ot the "'"""Ir 
nomy in effectively creating material and technical bases, 
repairing: equipment, training cadres, and transforming the 
standinl( force of the Navy into the reserve. 
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By so doing we have helped to devt1op our economy 

and creawd conditions for building up the Navy. 

l n order to carry out these tasks, eyer since our navy 
was founded It has pald special attention to Party work 
and to political activities. The Party commltt~ and ctlls 
and the political organs always have a full grasp of our 
Put.y'• p()11U~1 t1nd mlH~ry line tmd pi:,lides ,-nd hAv.►. 
Instilled into the cadres and men an understanding of the 
revolutionary situation and tasks as well as the concrete 
tuks of their respective services, arms and units. It ls 
through practice and trial that Party mambers, officers 
and men of the Navy, imbued with the spirit of valiant 
combat.. have rf$0urc~lly overcome every dlfflcuJty. 
They have fulfilled their wits of comoot rutd production 
in tough and compl.icaled siluaUons and especially, they 
have eruured solidarity with other arms and services, with 
every branch of St.ate activities and witll the localities. 
We must use such strong points to the fu.11 and further 
strengthen Party acUvities and political work among Ute 
armed services. We must link poliUcal work wlth our mil.it. 
ary task, and muter military though~ science and lech• 
nology in order to ensure that our armed te.rvice fulfils its 
duties, both in building and in combat. 

With regard to the building up of the Party, Party 
organs at all levels, especially those at the base, are bring 
unceasingly consolidated in conformity ,...Jth the special 
organlutionat and combat characteristic of our NAvy. The 
quality of Party members has improved steadily ; the pro• 
portlM of Party members among the masHS ls quite high 
ond they orc- foirly well di3t-ribut.cd omc,ng the various 

bra.nchts and units. In the campaign ••to raise the quality 
of Party members and admit new members into the Ho 
Chi Minh batch:' we should contin1.1e to pay further atten• 
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tion to tht buUdlng up of the Party so ns to strengthen the 
leadership of the Party branch. 

. Anotf:er problem or great importance~ a key problem 
in the N:l'ly"s development is the tTaining and fottffln.g of 
a c:ontingmt of cadres. We have paid attention to every 
aspect of this question. 

Generally speaking. the Political and organizational 
level and military and professional standards of our naval 
officers are growing c-ontinuously thailks to their close 
contact with the realities of fighting. Nevertheless our 
cadres' standard is not. at present, sufficient for the re­
quirements of building up the service. That ls why we 
should tr)' to raise oor political and ideological as well a.s 
professional and military level still further in ottler to 
build up a really strong contingent of military cadres for 
our country's N~vy. Special attention must be paid to the 
training and fostering of command cadres, c-adrts of differ­
ent branches and high-..teveJ technicians. To trai.n a eon­
t.lngent of qualified cadres, who combine a firm political 
understanding with a good technical level, and cnn master 
general railibry scle.nee together with advanced nav.:,,1 
techniques, ls both a most fundament3l requirement, and, 
at the same lime, an indispensable condition for the build­
Jng up of our Navy. 

~ a me;:ms of heightening the level of our cadres, the 
work of research, the summing up c,f our activities. and 
the military schools play an important ro1e. Our Na\1}' has 
a research institute and bas dlre<:ted its ~arch activities 
to practkal subjects. We have also analytcd past t:>C• 

periences. We must continuously improve our research in­
stitute and step up the work· of reseal"Ch and a:nalysis. We 
1nu11l m uk~ :1 deep aludy of naval mRU•re in gQner~I ;\S 
well as of our own Navy's combat methods, fighting means 
11nd organizational orientation ~.nd step up trainin,g $0 as 
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to enable OU.r Navy to have a contingent of cadres amted 
with modern military knowledge. All thHe are ve~ im• 
port.ant for our Navy's organization and combot and will 
considerably help it to make greater advA.noo. 

This is a brief survey of the main probl4ms facing our 
Navy in combat and organization. It is also very r~leva.nt 
to coastal and river localitle~ and branches of act.ivity 
oper6ting on the riven and the aeo.. 

In the slruggle against an enemy whose economic and 
military potential is far greater than ours, our J>"Ople, 
under the Jeaden;hip of our Party, headed by our great 
President Ho Chi Minh, are determined to fight for the 
safety of the country, and have created original, resource­
ful and skilful way of combat. Our engagtlments on the 
rive.rs and sea have thown thet great determination :;nd 
resourcefulness. 

It ls n~e.ssary to give a profound study to the above 
problems and to sum up in good time the experiences of 
building up our forces for naval combat, Thele are concrete 
contributions to enrich our Party, mllitary Jin~ to bring 
into full play the fighting capacity ol our people on the 
river and sea battlefields and to make our Navy atronge.r 
and at ronger, worthy to act as the core <if the peopJe's 
war on our Fatherland's sea and river battlefields. 
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NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR 
LN VIET NAM 
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All through the past forty years, under the glorious 
bauner of cur Party and our great leader Ho Chi Minh 
r,ur people have fought unremittingly and achieved tre­
mendous successes on the path of national )ibe.raUon. They 
have uahered in n new era for our country, the ern of in• 
dependence, tr~om and socialism., thU& contrib\1ting a 
worthy share to the world revolution. Our people's anned 
forces we1·e born :md have grown up with our people's 
revolutionary high Ude, skutully led by our Party, care• 
fully tended by Uncle Ho and slaunchly 1upported by our 
people. Starting from scratch, they have become a power­
ful battle-seasoned revolutionary ar1ny wJ!.h a record or 
glorious victorie&. This is above all due to the possesalon 
by our people and army of an invincible weapon : the 
Marxist political and mtlttary line of our Parly. 

Ou,r Party', mUUc:u·y line ii a.u. organ.ic Ft of its poHt­
ital line; it is the CTeative ap1>lkation of the Mar.t"ist• 
Lrnfni,t doctrine on wnr and tire army to the concrete 
condition, oJ our coun&-ry; it .t1on.s np tltc rich prac&ital 
ttpffl.eft('ts on mau upriiing and people's uar of tl1e Vitt 4 

. name,e revolution. It continues and git,ea- a sew qualila&ive 
development to tht age-old tradition of our people in llle 
art of u,ar while Hlectioely o.nhnilating tl1a vanguard ex· 
perienct-8 of tlle world revolution in 11liWar1 struggle. This 
line has always ~n and will for ever 1-emain the invin .. 
Cible banner of our armed forces and people: 
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MASS UPRISING 
AND PEOPLE'S WAR IN Vlln' NAl't 

The revolutionary struggle waged by our people under 
the Jeadershlp of our Party to liberate lhe country, gain 
independence and freedom and take Vietnamese &Otiety 
to socialism, conUnues the heroic struggle carried on by 
our people for thousand$ of years t o defend and build the 
CO\\ntry. Our Party's military line in this revoluUonary 
struggle cannot be divorced f rom t.he long military tradi­

tion of our people. 

Because of its geographical poslUon in Southeast A&Ja, 
ever since its foundation, our country has been compelled 
to fight foreign aggression almost continually, and this 
uninlert"Upted struggle for the nation's survival has made 
our historv an epic replete with outstanding exploits. F:rom 
the 1st t~ the 18th centuries, counting only nation.wide 
wan, our people fought over 20 tln1.e:s to liberate our coun­
try or defend our sovereignty. 

During lhe thousand years under foreign feudal domi• 
nation. our people repeatedly rose up to wrest back na• 
tional independence-. The first insurrection, led by the 
Tru.ng sist~•"'• liberated the whole country ; lat.er other 
uprisings and national liberation wars broke out under 
the leadership of Lady Trieu, Ly Bon, Mal Thuc Loan, etc. 
Finally, the bdlliant victory won by Ngo Quyen on the 
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Bach Dang river in 938 ended the ten,.centuries-0 long 
foreign domination : the era of national independence ond 
sovereignty began. 

Ever since then, to safeguard that independence ,nd 
sovereignty, our people had to wage a .serits of wars for 
national salvation, against foreign aggres5ion TbHe were 
up to the 19th century : 

The Wt'U'" of re&i3lancc foughl in the 11th century, in 

the reign ol the Ly1 against an invasion by a Sung army, 
in which Ly Thuong Kiet launched a re.solute and daring 
p~ptlve attack, followed by a counte.r offensive which 
completely foiled the enemy's scheme of aggression. 

The wa.r of resistance in the 13th century in the reign 
of the Tran against Mongol aggression i it was a most 
typical resistance led by Tran Hung Dao who three times 
in thirty years 1, at U1e gate of the capita), Thang Long' 
defeated cruel and batUe-sta.soned armies who had won 
great victories and had conquered a gnat part of Asia 
and Europe, 

In the 15th century. the Lam Son Jn.:.urrection under 
the leadership of Le Loi and Nguyen Tral, turned into 
a protracted national liberation war. It las:ted JO years and 
resulted in the Ming invaders being driven out and 
national independence being regained alter 20 yeors or 
foreign domination. 

The war of resistance led by Nguyen Hue in the 18th 
century relied on the emerging strength oC a widespread 
revolutionary movcme-nt ol the peas&ntry a.gainst the 
rotten feudal regime. Within a matter of days, a 200,000-
strong army of the Ching was crushed. rhus was foiled 
the la.st forei,n feudal aggreaion against our country. 

L ln 12.58, 128$ aod 1187 . 
2. Old name ot HAmol. 
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ThoJe wa.ri and upriiing, waged by our people to liber• 
Me or defend the count,.·y were, generally speaking, led by 
the feudnl cl&$$ but they all bore an undisputable popular 
sUlmp for il WAS lhe people who, consciously and spontane­
ously, rose up as one man lo ftght and save the fatherland. 
They can be said to be upri.$i1&g-1 and war, toith a popular 
d1aracttr. These Jong and unremitting &lruggles form the 
OMi.G of our forcfathcn' rich knowledge in the mHitury 
field and ~hat of our people's military tradition so lull of 
courage and intellJgence. 

Towards the middle of the 19th century, when the 
French colonialists began to invade our country, our peo­
ple in ipite of the Jgnomlnious capltulalion of the Nguyen 
dynasty, heroically rose up everywhere under the leader­
ship of such great patriots u Truong Cong Oinh, Nguyen 
Trung True In the South, and Phan Dinh Phung, Nguyen 
'fhien Thuat, Hoang Hoa Tham in the North. Only about 
thirty years later were the Frmch colonialists able to 
lmpoge on our country the.Ir domJnatlon which was, how• 
ever, repeatedly challenged. While previously we had to 
<.-Ope wilh aggressions by a foreign country which, although 
much bigger in size, was under the same feudal regime 
and on nearly the same eeonomic, cultural and technical 
level, we bad thi.s time to face a war of colonial aggression 
by a capitalist power which was not only more populous 
but als-, vastly superior to us in the level of economlc and 
technical development as weli as in equipment and ilrm¥­
ments. 

Our Party was founded with the historical tasl< of 
leadJng the Vietnamese revolution in a new epoch of 
human history; the epoch ot transition from capitalfsn1 
to sodaUsm on a world SC'nle, beginning with the great 
nussian October Revolution. At this hJ,storical juncture., 
our Party. headed by President Ho Chi Minh, the ftnt 
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Vietnamese Communist, creatively applied Marxism• 
Leninism to the concrete conditions of our country and 
set forth a correct revolutionary line: people's democratic 
national revolution advancing to soc1alism without going 
through the stage of capitalist development. It took the 
national liberation war In our country to an entirely new 
path. With a correct political line defined right at the 
beginning in Its Polilicol Thes,, of 1930, during the process 
of leading the revolution, our Party mobilized the huge 
revolutionary forces of workers and toiling peasants- the 
bulc forces of the national democratic revolution - and 
built up a strong worker•peasant allianc~ led by the work• 
Jng class as the foundation for a broad national united 
front. It was precisely on the basis of that correct political 
line that the military line of the Party was worked out and 
gradually perfected in the practice of the long revolution• 
ary struggle of our people. 

M soon as our P11.rty came into being a revolutionary 
tempest of the masses swept the country, coming to a 
cllm.ax wllh the Nghe An• Ha Tinh Soviet movement in 
1930 and 1931. For the first time in our country. the peu-
3nte' movement was c1osely llr.ked with that of the 
workers, a ft.ml worker.peasant olllance set up, and the 
excJusive leadership of the working class. represented by 
our Party, confirmed in practice. Led by :he Party's re .. 
gional organizations, the workers 3nd peasants of Nghe 
An and Ha Tinh rOSe up, using revolutionary viole.nce to 
overthrow the colonial administrators and the local 
mandarins and bullies and set up worker-peasant power 
in a number of n,ral arcH. 

In the 1936· 1939 democratic can1paign, our Party skit• 
fu,lly combined legal and semi•legal stn1ggles with illegal 
underground activities. and sta.rt.ed a ,~thing movement 
of political stn1gglc from town to cc,untry ognirut the 
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reactiopary colonialists, ~he king and his mandarins, for 
freedom, democracy, and social progress and against ag­
gressive fascism, in defence of world peace. This great 
democratic drive and the coming inlo being of those 
political forces paved the way for a new revolutionary 
struggle, which soon followed. 

The outbreak of World War II created a new situation. 
Our Party regarded national liberation as the primary 
objective and the preparation for uprising as the central 
task of the time. It set up a national united front to rally 
all anti-imperialist forces. Under the leadership of the 
Party, the revolutionary movement shifted from political 
to armed struggle, from mass political organizations to 
revolutionary armed organizations; this movement clever­
ly combined political action with armed struggle, started 
local-sca'le guerilla warfare and partial uprisings, causing 
a violent revolutionary upsurge to sweep the whole coun­
try, to be followed by a general insurrection to seize power. 

The August 1945 Revolution was a general insurrection 
by the entire people. Within a short period of time, led 
by the Party, the revolutionary masses rose up simultane­
ously in town and country, from North to South, to over­
throw the rule of the Japanese fascists and the pro-Japan­
ese puppet administration, wrest back power in the whole 
co,untry and found the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 
the first people's democratic state in Southeast Asia. The 
August Revolution marked the first triump1w of Mar.rism­
Leninism in a colonidl and semi-feudal country; our peo­
ple, seizing a11 extremely favourable historical opportunity, 
rose up in arm., and toon triumph all over the countTy. 

In the course of fifteen years of heroic struggle - from 
the revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 to the August 1945 
Revolution - the military line of our Party was gradually 
toorked out in the main. 
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Immediately after the August Revolution l , our peop e 
had to resist aggression by the French coloniaJists, who 
propped up by the American interventionists, staged a 
~meback and invaded our country. That first wa,· of re­
sistance lasted nearly nine years, and ended with the 
~ctory of Winter 1953-Summer 1954. After our historic 
VIctory at Dien Bien Phu, the French colonialists were 
compelled to sign the Geneva Agreements. Peace was 
restored in Indochina on the basis of international recog­
nition of ~he independence, sovereignty, unity and terri­
torial integrity of the peoples of Viet Nam, Cambodia and 

Laos. The North of our country was completely liberated. 
That war of resistance which followed the August Revolu­
tion was a war waged by our people for national liberation 
and at the same time a war to defend the fathe·rland. It 
was a war of resistance waged by a small country with a 
backward agrarian economy, which had just won power 
through a general insurrection but had not had time to 
consolidate it, a country with only embryonic armed forces 
whic~ was besieged in the beginning by imperialism 0 ~ 

all sides_ but, heroically fought and defeated the nearly 
~alf-a~m~lion-strong professional aggressive army of an 
imperialist power many time~ superior to it in annaments 
and technique and receiving important financial aid from 
the U.S. (80 per cent of the .war expenditure in 1953-1954) . 
For their part, in that war of resistance, our people receiv­
ed very important international support from the newly 
formed world socialist system. Our victory over the French 
c~lonia~ists ~as the first great victory of the wars for na­
honcd hberatton waged by colonial countries. 

In th!e course of this war of resistance our Party's 
military line was evolved and perfected in every Tespect. 
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Hardly had our first resistance ended when our people 
had to l'esume their struggle, this time against U.S. im­
perialism which took the place of French colonialism in 
tryin,g to grab South Viet Nam and plotted to tum that 
part of our country into a new-type colony .and a military 
base for an eventual attack on North Viet Nam and the 
socialist camp, and for stemming the revolutionary move­
ment in Southeast Asia. This time, the aggressor is U.S. 
imperialism, the ringleader and the most powerful country 
of the imperialist camp, one with a huge modern war 
inachine and an immense economic and war potential. It is 
also the international gendarme and the number-one 
enemy of mankind. 

Standing firmly in the frontline of the struggle under 
the banner of the South Viet Nam National Front fo1• 
Liberation, our Southern fellow-countrymen have evinced 
great revolutionary heroism and are adding each day more 
glorious pages to the history of our country. 

Following years of vigorous and stubborn political 
struggle, cl1ain uprisings broke out over vast rural areas of 
the South in 1959 and 1960. These were most heroic and 
imaginative actions carried out by millions of our fellow­
countrymen. Relying essentially on the masses' political 
forces supported by very small armed forces, they smashed 
the enemy's grip on the countryside and won control over 
a major part of the country in spite of his over 200,000-
strong army and huge repressive apparatus. Those upris­
ings led to the collapse of the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist 
regime, and developed into a revolutionary war, a war of 
liberation against the U.S. "special tvar." With a puppet 
army over half a million-strong and over 30,000 American 
•' advisers," using the newest experiences gained by inter­
national imperialism against the national liberation move­
ment, Washington attempted to counter-attack and crush 
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the revolution in the South. Our people thus started their 
aecond war of resistance, that against the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors. Within four years, our Southern fellow-coun• 
tcymen wiped out or put out of action a sizable part of the 
puppet nrmy and administration, foiled the enemy's 
"strategic hamlet" policy and virtually defeated the U.S. 
•·• special war." 

Then the American imperialists introduced en masse 
theil' troops and those of satellite countries for direct ag­
gression on the South and started a war of destruction on 
the North in the hope of retrieving their failures in the 
South. }!esponding to President Ho Chi Minh's sacred 
appeal, our people throughout the country rose up as one 
man, resolved to fight the aggressors to liberate the South, 
defend the North and eventually reunify the country. This 
is n revolutionary tvar, a tvnr for liberation against the 
biggest and most ferocious "limited war" in the history 
of U.S. imperialism, which was "escalated" by Wash­
ington to an unprecedented level of barbarity, until even 
Hanoi and Haiphong were raided, over one million GJs, 
puppet and satellite troops involved, over a hundred billion 
dollars spent and all kinds of modern weapons resorted 
to, except nuclear ones. Displaying extraordinary heroism, 
our people resolutely brought their offensive posture into 
full play ; they gained ever more victories and grew 
stronger with each victory. Barely three years later, the 
armed forces and people of the South launched general 
offensives and concerted uprisings in the spring of 1968, 

marking a historic turning-point in the war and compelling 
the enemy to fall back on a defensive strategy on all 
battlefields, to acknowledge the bankruptcy of his '"limit­
ed war" and to rush into a blind alley : the "de-Ameri­
canization" and II Vietnamization" of the wa1-. The revolu-
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tionary war in the South has taken a new tum. It has re­
corded big victories in all fields and is heading for total 
victory. 

The revolution and revolutionary war in South Viet 
Nam are the application and development of the ex­
perience gained in the August Revolution, the resistance 
against the French colonialists and all experiences of the 
Vietnamese revolution. 

In North Viet Nam, our people and armed forces have 
defeated the war of destruction waged by the American 
wperialists by means of their modem aviation, in a 
" surface-to-air" people's war unprecedented in our coun­
try. For the first time, we have conducted a war for self­
defence in the socialist North now strengthened by a com­
prehensive State structure. We have defeated an alien ag­
gressor, firmly defended the socialist North and fulfilled 
our duty as the great rear base of the whole country. We 
have fought the enemy with the combined strength of our 
entire people, conducted combat operations while actively 
organizing A.A. civilian defence, carried out a war of re­
sistance together with socialist construction, fought while 
carrying on production, ensured good communications and 
trar.sport, maintained order and security and frustrated all 
U.S. "escalation" schemes. After four years of heroic 
struggle, we have completely foiled the U.S. war of 
destruction. 

Our nation--wide anti-U.S. war of -resistance is the 
greatest and most glorious war against foreign aggression 
in. our history. It is at present the frontline and the climax 
of the struggle put up by the world's peoples against U.S. 
imperialism. In this war, the Party's military line has been 
enriclied with rich experiences in many respects and has 
known a new development. 
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Thus, faithful to our tradition of unyielding struggle 
against foreign aggression, our people have been tirelessly 
fighting for decades under the leadership of the Party; they 
have successively beaten the aggressive armies of three 
imperialist powers, effectively contributed to the disinte­
gration of old style colonialism and are now tiigorously 
speeding up the collapse and bankruptcy of neo-coloniaH,m 
in the world. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE ENTIRE PEOPLE FIGHT 

THE ENEMY 

Jn their long struggle under the leadership of the 
Party, our people have accumulated rich experience in 
many fields. 

With regard to the enemy and the various fonna of 
war of aggression, our people have used armed uprisings 
and revolutionary wars to defeat successively three big 
imperialist powers in three continents : the ruthless Japan­
ese fascists, the French colonialists, an old imperialist 
power in Europe, and the U.S. imperialists, the ringleader 
of international imperialism, the international gendarme. 
We have thwarted all forms of aggressions from the ag­
gressive wars of the French colonialist.<i and the Japanese 
fascists to the neo-colonial war of U.S. imperialism, from 
neo-colonial domination by fascist means and through the 
agency of puppet rulers to the "special war," "limited 
war" and air and naval war of destruction by the United 
States. 

Regarding the 1node of struggle and tli:e use of revolt,­
tio11ary viole,1ce to seize and maintain power and lo liberate 
and defend the country, our people have gained rich ex­
perience. They have launched Insurrections by the entire 
people, in the countryside and in urban cent.res. partiul 
and general. They have waged protracted people's war, 
mainly using armed struggle to oppose the old-style 
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colonial wars of aggression. They have waged people's war 
against neo-colonial wars of various forms, combining 
armed struggle with political action, military attacks with 
armed uprisings. They have conducted n "surface-to-air" 
people's war to foil the U.S. war of destmction. 

With regard to internal and external historical situa­
tions, our people have acquired the experience of people's 
war and revolutionary war in the most varied historical 
conditions : when power was not yet in the people's hands ; 
then when they had won it in some regions ; then when 
they were In control of the whole country ; when our 
struggle relied on the nascent people's democratic regime, 
then when it rested on the superiority of the socialist 
system in the course of building ; when the whole country 
applied a unified revolutionary strategy- that of people's 
democr11tic national revolution - then when, temporarily 
partitioned into two zones, it applied two different atra• 
tegies ; when a world war was raging and the impe:rialists 
were ftghti ng each other on a world scale, then when in­
surrection and war of resistance were conducted in the 
absence of a world war ; when our war of resistance was 
carried out in conditions of complete encirclement by im­
pel'ialism and our forces were still quite modest, then 
when we had the immense backing ol the socialist camp, 
etc. 

Our people have had to wage a protracted, arduous, 
complex and relendes11 war. Owing to the extremely im­
portant strategic position of Viet Nam in Southeast Asia, 
these last decades, international imperi11lism - the French. 
the Japanese, again the French then the Americans-and 
its valets have repeatedly used counter-revolutionary 
violence against our people. In face of such powerful and 
ferocious enemies, our people, fighting under the glorious 
banner of our Party, have displayed mi unflinching toill of 
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resistance and a thoroughly revolutionary spirit ; they have 
firmly kept and developed tlie offensive posture of the re­
volut'ion. They have won success after success, recorded 
achievements without precedent in our history, and in 
this way made worthy contribution to the world revolu­
tion. This testifies to the fact that our Party's general and 
military lines, whose theoretical basis in Marxism-~nin­
ism. have at the same time deep roots in the practice of 
revolutionary struggle. They require from us a high sense 
o.f independence and creativeness which will prevent us 
from simply copying the experiences of foreign countries 
and from being content with our own acquired experiences. 

From the above-mentioned points, we can sum up the 
fmidamental characteristics of the wars waged by our peo­
ple under the leadership of our Party as follows : 

l. Ours is a just war, - a war for national liberation or . 
a war for national defence - waged against an unjust and 
aggressive war by imperialism and aimed at impleme-nting 
the political line of the Party and achieving the goals o{ 

the revolution in the interests of the Vietnamese people 
and nation Rnd for the sake of world revolution. 

War is continuation of politics. The Party's revolu­
tionary line determines the political aim of revolutionary 
war and the iust character of the war waged by our people. 
Conversely, ·the colonialist and aggressive policy of the 
imperialists determines the unjust and counter-revolution­
ary charactf.'r of their war. 

The military traditions bequeathed by our forefathers 
are all ti·aditions of just wars, wars fought either to liber­
ate or defend the country. The feudal class which led our 
uprisings and wars for national liberation always raised 
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the banner of a just cause -salvation for the country 
and the people - and took some democratic measures 
aimed at achieving national union. Though confined within 
the framework of feudalism, those military traditions were 
permeated with the great spirit of just wars to "defend 
the mountains and rivers of the country" (Ly Thuong 
Kiet), "tmite the en11ire people for the struggle" and 
" foster the people's strength so as to strike deep roots 
and ensure a lasting base", regarding this as ••the best 
way to defend the country" (Tran Hung Dao), and "to. 
confront barbarity with justice and fight tn1culence with 
humanity" (Nguyen Trai). It is prf:cisely because their 
aim wa.'3 to save our country that our just wars had always 
been able to mobilize this invincible force ; patriotism and 
national unity. 

In our era, national-liberation revolution i.'I part and 
par~el of international proletarian revolution. Our Party 
has clearly defined the fundamental objectives of the re­
volution : national independence, people's democracy and 
socialism. These are the political goals of all uprisings and 
wars for national liberation and for national defence 
carried out by our people in the various stages of our re­
volution. Our revolution and revolutionary war at present 
link national liberation to the winning of democratic rights 
for the people, national liberation to socialism, the Viet­
namese revolution to world revolution. President Ho Chi 
Minh said : "To save the country and liberate the people, 
the only way is that of proletarian revoluUon." 

Today the national struggle led by the Party has 
closely combined nation , with class, and patrioli:;m with 
internationalism. It reflects the objective law of develop­
ment of Vietnamese society at pl'esent, t.he basic interests 
and profound aspirations of our working class and toiling 
people, of our whole nation, which are consistent. with the 
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interests of world revolution. Therefore, the righteousness 
of the war for national liberation, the war for national 
salvation, waged by our people under the leadership of our 
Party, has a new qualitative rontent and a completely new 
strength. The justice of our cause has moved our entire 
people to resolutely stand up to liberate and defend the 
country ; the righteousness of our cause and the successes 
we have recorded have won for us the support of prog1·es­
sive people all over the world. This is for us an inexhnust­
ible source of strength never fathomed by the enemy ; 
there lies the basis of the superiority of our Party's milit­
nry line. 

2. Ours is a war for notional llberution, for national salva­
tion waged by the people of a former colonial and stmi• 
feudal country, a country not very big in sl.ze and in popu• 
lution, and with a backward economy; but a country which 
has, on the other baud, a centuries-old record of struggle 
ngainst foreip argreuion and is buildin1 n new system -
that of people's democracy and socialism - a country 
whose heroic, inteJlirent, perseverinf and resourceful peo­
ple know how to fight victoriously against enemies superior 
in numbe,rs and equipment, and defeat the aggressive 
armies of imperialist powers with bn'-1ense territories and 
,,opulations, huge economic and military potential and 
modern armnanents »nd techniques. 

Our wars against foreign aggression, at present &nd 
in the past, have always been fought against the invading 
armies of countries definitely greater than ours in size, 
population and with overwhelmingly superior mill~ary 
forces. But while in the past, the invading countries had 
the same feudal regime os ours today the aggressors are 
impedalist powers which are not only by far superior to 
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ua in area and population, but also possess highly develop­
ed industries, huge economic and military potential and 
modern armaments, while our country is not very large 
in area and population, and is moreover an economically 
under-developed former colonial and semi-feudal country. 
On the other hand, unlike our forefathers, we are now 
striving to fully build a new social regime, that of people's 
democracy and socialism, definitely better than the rotten 
reactionary social regime of the aggressors. We are pos­
sessed of the immense strength of an advanced social re­
gime and of the new Vietnamese man, master of that re­
gime. 

Correctly assessing the relation of forces between the 
~nemy and us, in order to win the war for national libera­
tion and national defence in our time, our people have 
taken full advantage of favourable conditions of popula­
tion, terrain and climate and brought into full play the 
strength sprung from :m advanced social regime and the 
Vietnamese man of the new era. On this basis, they have 
continued and developed the nation's military tradition ; 
with courage and intelligence, they have succeeded not 
only in defeating a stronger and more numerous enemy 
in the new conditions, but also in making civilization 
triumph over brute force and overcoming the enemy's 
superior armaments with ou1· absolute political and moral 
,uperiority. Thanks to their determination to fight and win 
and their intelligence and resourcefulness, our people 
have been able to use to the full their fundamental ad­
vantages and essential strengUlll, ov~rcome the relative 
strong points of the enemy, aggravate his fundamental 
weaknesses and bring into full ph1y the combined strength 
al. peopJe•s war in the new epoch in order to attack and 
crush the enemy. 
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3. This is a war for national liberation, for national de­
fence, conducted in the world conditions of our era, the 
era of triumph of socialist revolution and. national Hbera• 
tlon revolution, when the revolutionary forces have grown 
superior to the reactionary forces on a world scale and 
world revolution is in a poature of unrelenting offensive 
on imperialism. 

In the feudal period, our forefathers had to rely on 
their sole forces without any outside support and assist­
ance. Today we are prosecuting a war for national libera­
tion and national defence In quite different international 
conditions. 

The triumph of the October Revolution ushered in a 
n,ew era in the history of mankind, the era of the collapse 
of capitalism and triumph of socialism on a world scale. 
It linked the socialist revolutionary movement of the work­
ing class in developed capitalist countries to the national­
liberation revolution of oppressed peoples. The Vietnamese 
revolution led by our Party is an integral part of the world 
revolution. It benefits from the broad support of and co­
:>rdlnation with revolutionary movements in various coun­
tries. In particular, the victory of the Soviet Union over 
fascism in World War Il paved the way :for the triumph 
of the revolution in many countries of Europe and Asia. 
A world socialist system came into being and has become 
the decisive factor in the development of revolution in the 
world. The socialist camp is the bulwark and mainstay of 
the national-liberation struggle in the present epoch. With 
the triumph of the Chinese revolution and the establish­
ment of the People's Republic of China, the world revolu­
tionary forces, with the socialist camp as its core, have 
grown stronger than the forces of counter-revolution, of 
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imperialism. The world revolution in a posture of unin­
terrupted offensive is relentlessly hammerlng at imperial­
ism from many sides and has won big victories. These are 
world conditions most propitious to revolution and revolu­
tionary war in Viet Nam at present. 

· Today our people are simultaneously building and 
defending socialism in the North and carrying out the 
war of resistance against U.S. aggression to liberate the 
South and eventually reunify the country. Revolution in 
our country reflects the meeting of the two revolutionary 
trends of our time : socialist revolution and national libera­
tion revolution. This is a fundamental advantage which 
strengthens the position of our revolution in the world 
revolutionary movement. In their long and arduous strug­
gle against powerful imperialist aggressors, our people, 
guided by our Party's sound revolutionary line and correct 
line of international solidarity on the basis of Marxism­
Leninism .and proletarian internationalism, have been con­
tributing an active part to the. world revolution .. At the 
same time, they have received ever greater assistance 
from the Soviet Union, China and other fraternal soci.alist 
countries and staunch support from progressive peoples 
all over tl1e world, including the American people. This 
Is a very important factor of victory. 

As for the imperialist aggressors, they represent a 
reactionary social system condemned by history. They are 
striving to muster all forces available and freqzied ly try to 
ward off the onslaught of the world revolution. However, 
together with other reactionary forces1 they are in a de­
fensive posture, grow weaker every day and suffer defeat 
after defeat. They are more and more. vigorously opposed 
by their own people and more and more isolated in the 
world ; their internal contradictions grow more and more 
acute. This is one of their fundamental weaknesses at 
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present and also an immense advantage to our . struggle. 
Our former aggressors were the Japanese fascists, who· 
were event"ally defeated by the Soviet Union and the 
Allies and the French colonialists whose country had been 

' . invaded by the Naziii in World War Il and was recover1~g. 
Today the U.S. imperialists, the ringleader of the im­
perialist camp, are facing great difficulties and contradi­
tions in every respect ; they are sustaining repeated set­
backs and growing ever weaker. 

These characteristics of revolutionary war in our coun­
try are clearly reflected in the military line of our Party. 

Our Party's military line - that of people's war -
originates from "its political tine and murt conform to it: 
it i., the 1ine of people's wm- 1.04ged by our people at present 
to achieve national independence, people's democrae1J and 
aocialmn. Applying the Maniat-Leniniat conception of re­
volutionary violence, the Party's military line can be de­
fined cu fdtlows : the whole nation fights the enemy u~er 
t1•e leadership of the working claas, de1'elopa its fighting 
forces to t111e full, carries on popular uprisings and people's 
war to get the better of the big aggressive armies of im-

perialism. 

The founders of Marxism-Leninism already spqke of 
people', war. Engels highly valued the struggle put up by 
the French people in 1793 in the bourgeois revolution and 
called it the "insurrection of the masses, of the entire 
people," and "people's war." He also !held that the struggle 
of the Chinese people against the British colonialists in the 
19th century was a "people's war to safeguard the Chinese 
nation" and a u war which, In the last analysis, was a 
genuine people's war." 

Om· people possess a long record of uprisings and peo­
ple's wars waged to liberate and defend the country. 
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Mentioned in our history are people's wars led by 
the feudal class against foreign aggressions, and that sprung 
from the Tay Son revolutionary peasant movement and 
waged against both the country's rotten feudal rulers and 
foreign aggressors. Today, the people's war is led by the 
working class. 

In the past, all people's wars displayed historical limi­
tations in their objectives, leadership and motive powers. 
At present, our people'• war led by the working claaa is a 
tDG1' waged "by the people" and "for the people'' with a 
full aignificance and content in the context of the ,present 
era. Due to its aims of national independence, people's de­
mocracy and socialism, the revolutionary line of our Party, 
the Party of the Vietnamese working class allows our peo­
ple's war to closely link "the country's salvation" to the 
" people's salvation" and national liberation and defence 
to the emancipation of the labouring people. That is why 
following our Party's political line, our popular fighting 
forces at present are the most powerful and broadest-based 
forces ever. Our Party has mobilized and rallied the entire 
people in a broad national united front based on the 
worker-peasant alliance, led by the working class and unit­
ed with the working class and peoples of the world. This 
is a new, invincible strength of our people's war. Deeply 
aware of their revolutionary tasks and of the objectives 
of the war, our fighters draw their immense strength from 
the national consciousness and traditional patriotism of the 
Vietnamese people, which carries a new content. This is 
patriotism associated with democracy, love of socialism 
and proletarian internationalism. This is the ardent patriot­
Ism of our people combined with the revolutionary spirit 
of the working class. 

In our time, with the strength of the whole nation 
rising up to fight, we rely mainly on our own forces. We 
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fight the enemy on our soil, with the joint strength of the 
Vietnamese man and an advanced social regime. At the 
same time, we enjoy the great support and assistance of 
the world revolution, the cm-e of wh/i.ch is tile socia1i3t 
camp. 

Our Party's militnry line is a creative application of 
the Marxist-Leninist conception of revolutionary violence 
which regards revolution as the work of the masses, revolu­
tionary violence as violence by· the masses. Revolutionary 
violence must associate the political forces of the masses 
with th~ people's armed forces, armed struggle with 
political action, ending , in general uprising and people's 
war. Only a deep and correct gr~p of this conception of 
violence makes it possible to mobilb:e the forces of the 
entire people, the whole nation. The enemy is fought not 
only by the armed fo1·ces but also by the population, using 
every means available. Not only do. the people intensify 
production and assume combat support duty, they also take 
direct part in the fighting. We fight the enemy not only by 
armed struggle but also through political actions by the 
masses, persuasion work among puppet, American ~d 
other troops ; we launch not only military attacks but also 
mass uprisings of various scopes and forms. A new charac­
teristic of the people's war in Viet Nam at present is the 
liigh nati<mal and class consciousness of. the masse,, the 
scientific and tight organization of the· struggle in the whole 
country, the flexible methods of struggle - which turn all 
the 30-odd million Vietna~ese into valiant fighters _for na­
tional salvation. 

Our line, embodied in the watchword : " Let the entire 
people fight the enemy," is concretized in the following 
essential problems : · 

- Mobilization and organization of the entire people 
for war, building of the people's political forces and armed 
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forces, the latter including three categories of troops and 
constituting the core of the fighting people. 

- Reliance on the political forces of the masses, set­
ting up of resistance bases and rear-bases of people's war ; 
co-ordinating the local rear-base with the national rear­
base while drawing support from the intematlonal rear­
base : the socialist camp. 

- Creative application of the mode of conduct and 
the military art of people's war, successfully opposing ene­
my troops more numerous and better equipped than our 
own, attacking the enemy by the combined force of armed 
struggle and political action in all strategic zones in town 
and ~untry, and defeating the enemy step by step until 
we have gained complete victory. 

- Strengthening of the Party's leadership in the con­
duct of the war; this being the decisive factor of victory. 

To sum up, our experiences are mainly those of staging 
armed uprising, revolutionary war and national liberation 
war to seize power and overthrow imperialist rule ; they 
are also, to a certain extent, experiences acquired in the 
war waged to defend the national territory when we al­
ready have a state with an adequate polit~cal and economic 
structure. 

The military line of our Party stems from its correct 
political line, from the Marxist-Leninist theory on war 
and the army, from the military skill of our forefathers 
and from the advanced experiences of the revolutionary 
struggle in the world. At the same time, it reflects the 
wealth of precious experience acquired by our people in 
the practice of revolutionary struggle under the leadership 
of the Party in the last forty years. 

From its inception and during the process of its de­
velopment, this military line has always proved to be 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



-------- · -

n -i 
VO NOUYltN GIAP -SJ:LECTED WRn'JNGS 

correct and has shown invincible strength because it has 
constantly been guided by the Party's politi~al lifle a_nd 
supported by the huge forces and inexhaustible creative 
spirit of the great masses of the people. The strengt~ of 
revolutionary war epitomizes the force of the revolution. 
Proceeding from the correct revolutionary task to th_e 
correct political aim of people's war, from the coTTect t~~m 
of Tevolutionary violence to the theses of popular u~ng 
and people's war, such is the dialectical rel~tio~h1p be­
tween the Party's military line and its political bne, ~d 
there lies the source of the strength of our military bne 
and that of the revolutionary war of our people. 

In the conditions of an uninterrupted war, our Party's 
military line has been constantly tested in combat ; it has 
been completed, developed and perfected. It has ma~e 
ceaseless progress in theory and scored new success~ m 
combat. It is the invincible weapon of our people against 
all: imperialist aggressors and their bourgeois military 
theories, which are reactionary and retrograde. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

POLITICAL FORCES AND MILITARY 

FORCES IN MASS UPJUSING AND 

PEOPLE'S WAR 

A people's war calls for a correct line in building up 
forces, a line which consists in mobilizing and arming the 
entire people, involving them in insurrection and war in 
al1 form, organizing the immense political forces of the 
masses and the popular armed forces with tneir three cate­
gories of troops as tl1e core of people', toar. 

This line is the creative application to the concrete 
conditions of our country of Marxist-Leninist thought con­
cerning the mobilization and arming of the people and 
the building of a new-type revolutionary army. In the 
building up of forces for revolutionary warfare, it embodies 
the thesis according to which revolutionary violence means 
violence by the masses. This line continues and develops 
the traditions of our nation in her wars of llbt!ration and 
national salvation, these traditions being illustrated by 
such popular sayings as : '' Every citizen a soldier," and 
" When bandits come, even the women must fight," etc. 

For a people's war, the entire nation muit be mobilized. 
This is a fundamental point in our Party's line concerning 
the building up of forces for people's war. Lenin said : 
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"Every force in the country must be summoned 
for this war. The whole country must be turned 
into a revolutionary camp. Everyone must hel!P !" 1 

" The country's entire manpower nnd resources 
are placed entirely at the service of revolutionary 
defence." 2 

The mobilizati01t and organizatio,i of the entire nation 
for insurrection and ~ar is a continuous process of mass 
education and organization carried out by our Party, :pass­
i11g from lower to higher forms according to a correct re­
volutionary line. 

Ever since its founding, our Pnrty has conducted an 
immense work of propaganda, organization and leadership 
of the masses with a view to winning power through re­
volutionary violence. The mobilization and organization of 
the large masses during the revolutionary upsurge of 1930-
1931, the period of the democratic movement in 1936--1939, 
and that of the national liberation movement in 1940-1945 
account for the springing up of great insurrectional forces 
in the August Revolution, the mobilization of the entire 
nation in the former war of resistance against the French 
colonialists and the present resistance to the American im­
perialists. 

At the time of pa1'tial insurrectio11-1, relying on under­
ground political bases and armed organizations, our Party 
rnused th~ popular masses to overthrow the enemy 
administration at the base and replace it by the revolution­
ary power. Then it launched a local guerilla war, inten­
sified political and armed struggle, quickly developed the 

I . V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Pro&rees Publlsben, Moscow, 1965. 
Vol. 28, p. 365. 

2. V.I. Lenin, Collected Work•, Pro,ress Publlshere, Moscow, 1966, 
Vol, 27, p, SO. 
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masses' political forces and revolutionary armed forces, 
thus bringing about a revolutionary upsurge in the whole 
cow1try and stepping up preparations for a general insur­
rection. 

For the general insurrecti01t, the entire people, mobi­
lil.ed and assembled in a broad national united front under 
the leadership of the Party, rose up everywhere, in both 
town and countryside, to break the yoke of the imperialists 
and feudalists and seize power on a national level. In the 
cow-se of the revolutionary war, we already had a State 
organization in our rear and a popular power. In those 
conditions, the mobilization and organization of the people 
for the struggle was carried out in all fields with greater 
scope and depth and a higher organizational standard. Fol­
lowing the mottoes : "Resistance by the entire people, 
resistance in all fields," "Everything for victory," the 
numerous and diverse forces of the nation were mobilized 
to the maximum. During the war, our Party constantly 
paid great attention to propaganda, agitation and organi­
zation of the people's forces ; it ceaselessly broadened the 
political forces and developed the armed forces with a 
view to an ever more intense mobilization of the people's 
capabilities for final victory. 

The mobilization of the nation for uprising and war 
calls for the building both of large mass political forces 
and of popular armed forces as the core of people's war. 

The political fore ea are the patriotic f orcea of tl&e nation 
which are involved in uprmng and wa,- in an organized 
way under th:e leaderahip of the vanguard Party. They 

·include the revolutionary classes, the patriotic social strata, 
the various ethnic groups, who are gathered in a broad 
national united front, on the basis of the worker-peasant 
alliance and under the leadership of the working class. 
They constitute a solid basis for building and developing, 
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both at the front and in the rear, the forces of revolution­
ary war in all fields : material and spiritual, political and 
military, economic and cultural. 

The political forces comtitute the basis for building 
and developing the people's revolutionary armed force,. If 
it were not for the revolutionary people, their immense 
political forces, the political army of the masses (the bulk 
of which is constituted by the workers and peasants or­
sanized and led by the Party), there could never be power­
ful popular armed forces. From the first self-defence squads 
of the Nghe-Tinh Soviets (1930-1931), through the detach­
ments of the Army for National Salvation, the Propaganda 
Brigade of the' Viet Nam Liberation Army, the Ba To 
guerillas, the thousands of self-defence squads and shock­
teams formed everywhere during the August Revolution, 
to the powerful units of our present army, the people's 
armed forces have quickly developed thanks to voluntary 
and especially to compulsory military service. Their 
growth is always based on that of powerful political forces 
of an organized revolutionary people with an ever higher 
political consciousness. 

All this explains the revolutionary character of our 
armed forces and their extraordinary development at the 
great moments of the revolution and the decisive turning­
points of the wars of resistance. 

Revolutionary practice in our country also shows clear­
ly that the political forces of the mcusa are themaelves 
capable of attacking the enemy through! revolutionary 
violence - both in war and, especially, during insurrec­
tions - organizing joint actions with the armed forces and 
using the most varied and effective methods. 

Improving upon the experiences of the August 1945 
general insurrection and the first war of resistance in a 
new historical juncture, the people's political forces in 

Digitized by Google 

N'ATJOHAL LIBERATION WAR IN VIET NAM 

South Viet Nam, under the banner of the National Front 
for Liberation, have proved their valour in a protracted 
and intense struggle against all schemes of domination and 
all forms of aggressive war on the part of American neo­
colonialism. Now more powerful than ever, they have 
played an essential, decisive role in the great chain of con­
certed insurrections. They have foiled the strategy of 
" special war" and, together with the people's armed 
forces, are defeating that of •• limited war" by the Ame­
rican imperialists. 

The .. political army" is a remarkable creation as a 
form of organization of the forces of revolutionary war in 
South Viet Nam at present. It is organized on the basis of 
powerful forces with the workers and peasants at the core ; 
it comprises the best and most courageous elements of the 
mass organizations ; it includes people of aJJ ages and walks 
of life ; it has its grassroots organizations everywhere, in 
both the lowlands and the highlands, the rural and the 
urban areas. Admirably organized and militarized, it wages 
its struggle in a masterly way, using varied and manifold 
forms. It constitutes the mainstay of the masses, political 
struggle in revolutionary war in South Viet Nam. · 

Armed uprising nnd revolutionary war are the highest 
forms of revolutionary struggle aimed at winning and 
keeping power. They necessarily imply action by the armed 
forces. That is why,·with a view to preparing and carrying 
out armed uprising and revolutionary war, our Party, 
while building up political forces, has paid. particular atten­
tion to the building of popular armed forces, the core of 
people's war. 

Under the glorious banner of the Party, our armed 
forces were born and have developed in the nation's in­
tense revolutionary struggle, on the basis of the people's 
political forces. Our army ii an army of the people, sprung 
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from the peop'le and fighting for ·the people. In the last 
decades, our popular armed forces have developed· from 
groups of partisans and self-defence squads recruited from 
the masses and have grown into specialized military or­
ganizations ; from small guerilla groups they have expand­
P.d into ever bigger units eventually comprising regulars, 
regionals, and militia; from poorly-equipped foot-soldiers 
they have become an army including ground, air and naval 
forces and with an ever more modem equipment. In this 
process, the Party's line and conceptions regarding the 
building of popular armed forces have been gradually per­
fected. 

In our Party's the01'etical conception, the key p,-oblem. 
o:f building up armed fMces is to give them a clau chaf'­
a.cter, a revolutionary character. Our army is an army of 
the people, mainly of the toiling people, in fact an army 
of workers and peasants led by the Party of the working 
class. It includes the best elements of the revolutionary 
classes, first of all of the working class and the peasantry, 
coming from all nationalities of Viet Nam. It is the in-
11trument serving the Party and the-revolutionary State in 
revolutionary struggle aimed at fulfilling the tasks of the 
Party. ·It constitutes the armed forces of the State of peo­
ple's democracy which formerly exercised the functions 
of the worker-peasant dictatorship of the proletariat. It 
defends · the fruits of the revolution and people's power 
against internal and external foes. Its character is that 
of the working class ; its ideology is that of Marxism­
Leninism. 

In the days of the first units of partisans as well as at 
p resent, when our armed forces have become a powedul 
and modern popular army, our Party has constantly paid 
attention to reinforcing their class stand, which it con­
siders the surest guarantee and the fundamental factor of 
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their fighting power. This strengthening of the class stand 
takes on particular importance in a country where the peas­
antry and the petty bourgeoisie make up the majority of 
the population while the leading class, the working clasa, 
is less numerous. 

When the worker-peasant Red Army was being form­
ed, Lenin considered the increase in the percentage of 
workers in its composition one of the_ important measures 
to strengthen the revolutionary character of the Soviet 
armed forces. In our country, the reinforcement of the 
Party's leadership, of proletarian ideological education 
snd political work among the armed forces, together 
with the increase of worker and peasant elements among 
the cadres in particular, are essential measures to heighten 
the revolutionary character of those forces. 

In t:he course of the development and. consolidation 
of our armed forces, we have had to solve the foJlowing 
essential political problems : 

- To ceaselessly strengthe~ the Party's leadership, 
an exclusive, direct, and all-inclusive leadership over the 
people's armed forces ; this is the most fundamental prin­
ciple. 

- ·To ceaselessly strengthen political work, the source 
of- the fighting power of the armed forces ; this is a funda­
mental principle. To pay particular attention to political 
education and ideological leadership, so that cadres and 
combatants assimilate the political line and tasks, the 
military line and tasks, all the Party's directives and the 
State's legislation ; to inculcate Marxism-Leninism in the 
armed forces ; to heighten their class consciousness along 
with their national consciousness ; to instil in them love 
of the fatherland and socialism and proletarian interna­
tionalism ; on that basis, to increase their combativeness 
Rnd their determination to fight and win. 
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- To ceaselessly consolidate the Party's organization 
and the system of political work from top to bottom. 

- To train a body of cadres absolutely faithful to the 
Party's revolutionary cause and competent in leadership, 
organization and command. 

- To apply democratic centralism. To apply correctly 
a freely accepted discipline, the iron discipline of a revo­
lutionary army, on the basis of broadening internal demo­
cracy. To strengthen cohesion in the army, the union be­
tween the army and the people (as between· fish and 
water), to promote fraternal international solidarity on 
the basis of proletarian internationalism. 

It is thanks to all that educational and organizational 
work that our popular armed forces have gained a ftne 
revolutionary character and proved to be "always faith­
ful to the Party, devoted to the people, ready to fight and 
endure sacrifices for the sake of the country's Independence 
and freedom and that of socialism"; that they have proved 
to be an effective instrument of the worker-peasant dic­
tatorship at the stage of the people's democratic national 
r,evolution, and of proletarian dictatorship at the stage of 
socialist revolution. 

Our Party has successfully solved the problem of build­
ing the armed forces organizationally on the basis of build­
ing them up politically. 

Our experience in people's war in the course of the 
last twenty-five years has shown that the organization. of 
the anned forces into three categories - the regulars, the 
regionals, and the people's militia-is the best way to 
mobilize and organize the whole nation for combat; that 
great attention must be paid to tile building up of regular 
troops while seeing to the setting up of regional forces and 
the people's militia; tltat close coordination should be 
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achieved between the building of. regular forces and re­
gional forcet, of forces "on the spot" and mobile forces. 
Thu is a new development of our ancestral traditiona in 
the organization of the nation's anned forces. 

The people's militia - guerillas and · self-defence 
squads - is made up of the large forces of .the toiling people 
at the grassroots level. Without getting divorced from pro­
ducUon work, it is the instrument of the dictatorship of 
the people's power at the base. Set .up In hamlets and 
villages, factories, streets, etc,, to meet the needs of com­
bat and the characteristics of each region, those forces 
form a vast network which covers the whole country ; 
they always stand ready to fight, and to fight well, with 
nll appropriate weapons, both rudimentary and modem, 
and with highly effective methods ; in this way they ensure 
the people's protection directly, safeguard and expand polit­
ical bases, play their role as shock-groups in production 
and supply good cadres and fighters to regional and regular 
forces. 

The regional troops form the core of armed struggle in 
a given region. Set up in accordance with the require­
ments and real conditions of each battlefield and each re­
gion, they· make up strong, high-quality units,, equipped 
with the necessary weapons, capable of operating either 
alone in a region or in close coordination with guerillas, 
partisans and regulars, and of fulfilling these missions : to 
annihilate the enemy, step up guerilla warfare, de-fend the 
population., and safeguard the people's power. 

The regular troops are the mobile forces which operate 
everywhere in the country or in certain given strategic 
areas. They include various armies and armed services, 
essentially n land army of adequate strength, an air force 
and a navy in an appropriate raUo. They must be inspired 
with high combativeness and constitute real '•fists of 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



234 VO NGUY.EN GJAP-Slt:LECI'ED WRITINGS 

steel" ; they must be capable of waging large-scale annihi­
lation batiles and deal the enemy harder and harder 
blows : once involved in combat, they must win victory, 
Uquidate ever more important enemy units, and bring 
about important changes in various the·atres of operations. 

Thus, the people's armed forces must not only fulfil 
their essential task of annihilating the enemy but also de­
fend the population, contribute to the building and devel­
opment of the masses' political forces, and serve as the 
core of people's war. In view of the characteristics of the 
revolutionary struggle in our country and the intensifica­
tion of the war, especially in the conditions of a neo- . 
colonialist aggression, we must, while organizing regular 
·troops of ever higher combativeness, set up powerful re­
gional forces. Only then can the three categories of troops 
bring thei.r combat capabilities into full play, closely co­
ordinate their actions to destroy the enemy and effectively 
defend the people's potential, safeguard the people's power 
at various levels, and vigorously and fulJy boost people's 
war. 

In close co-ordination with the political forces and 
security forces, the three categories of troops are organized 
,and built up in appropriate proportions and rationally 
distributed in the various strategic sectors, theatres of 
operations and regions, so· as to keep ready important 
local forces and powerful mobile forces, and closely com­
bine their actions in key sectors, at various levels, and in 
the whole country. This is a typical trait of the building 
up of popular armed forces and one of the factors leading 
to the overwhelming superiority of people's war. Having 
at our disposal strong local forces, we can attack every­
where with units knowing the terrain and the enemy well 
snd where to strike : we can hit back everywhere in a 
timely way, decimate, destroy, disperse and pin down 
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enemy forces, thus making it possible for our mobile forces 
to concentrate and destroy the enemy where he is the 
most exposed. In a country which is not very large in area 
and facing an enemy having great mobility and numerous 
troops, such an organization and a distribution of forces 
can check the strong points of the enemy while favouring 
the growth of our own fortes and create a solid strategic 
stand making it possible to keep the iniUative in all 
circumstances. They allow us to always have at our dis­
posal enough troops to strike at the enemy ,everywhere 
while being able· to concentrate powerful units to defeat 
the enemy's strategic mobile forces, thus to be in a position 
to win ever greater victories without being compelled to 
keep a standing army equal or superior in number to the 
enemy's. 

Our army has gradually passed from the regime of 
volunteers to that of compulsory military service. The peo­
ple's mobilization for the building of popular armed forces 
and the consolidation of national defence has thus made 
new progress. 

Relying on the masses' political consciousness, in the 
first war of resistance we applied the regime of volunteers 
to build ti,e army. Since 1954, the North, entirely liberated 
and engaged in socialist construction, has become a state 
with the complete structure of an independent country. 
The new revolutionary tasks require the strengthening of 
popular national defence, the building of a regular stand­
ing army of high quality and a powerful reserve force, 
the judicious alliance of eco~omics and defence, the im• 
provement of the people's armaments, the stepping up of 
their military training, the full development of their right 
to be masters of the country, the participation of all 
citizens to the defence of the fatherland. We have put an 
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end to the inconveniences brought about by the prolonga­
tion of the regime of volunteers and decreed compulsory 
military service. 

This is a new step forward, a new success In the build­
ing up of our people's army, the strengthening of our 
national defence. Along with military service, we step up 
military training on a minimum program as well as physi­
cal education and sports, the popularization of military 
knowledge, especially among the youth so as to get the 
people ready to fulfil their military duties and defend the 
country. 

Armaments and equipment constitute the material and 
technical basis and one of the fundamental factors of the 
ormed forces' fighting capacity. To increase the latter, 
equipment must be improved. The Marxist-Leninist con­
ception on the relationship between man and armaments 
considers man the determining factor, and armamE>nts and 
equipment an important and indispensable factor. To solve 
this problem we take into account the concrete conditions 
of our country and the realities of our revolutionary war. 

Where does the source of our equipment ·lie? We must 
-rely on the popular masaes, equip ou-raelves with what we 
have, try to manufacture anns ourselves, seize weapons 
from the enemy to destroy him, and, whlen conditions per­
mit, get help f-r011~ the fraternal countries so as ceaselessly 
to improve our equipment. 

At the beginning, we ran into innumerable difficulties. 
Our cow1t.ry was economically backward, without in­
dustrial bases to manufacture arms, and moreover encircled 
on all sides by the imperialists. With the slogan "Let's 
fight with what we have" the Party called on the people 
to supply the armed forces with the necessary equipment, 
snd to overcm~: ~ all difficulties in organizing the produc­
tion of arms and ammunition. It clear-sightedly stressed 
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that the armed· forces must seek to get equipment on the 
fighting front itself by seizing weapons from the enemy to 
fight him. During the ft.rst war of resistance, our armed 
forces' modem equipment was essentially taken from the 
enemy. Only in 1950 did we start receiving aid from the 
brother socialist countries. 

Since 1954, we have relied on our quickly progrt!ssing 
socialist economy and the substantio.l aid of the fraternal 
countries of the socialist camp to bring about a large-scale 
improvement of our equipment in the sense of moderniza­
tion. In the course of our struggle against American ag­
gression, we have been able to make qttalitative leaps fo-r­
WaTd in the improvement of the equipment and technique 
of our armed forces ; we have also been able to quickly ex­
pand our use of modem weapons, especially anti-aircraft 
defence and aviation, in order to defeat the American ag­
gressors. 

Drawing on those sources for equipment, adjusting 
ourselves to the concrete conditions of our country, follow­
ing our general line of people's war with its peculiar tasks 
and its own military art so o.s to take full advantage of the 
fact that we are fighting on our own soil, we have com­
bined the use of modern, or relatively modern, weapons 
with that of rudimenta1·y ones and have ceaselessly im­
proved and raised ~he level of modernization of our equip­
ment. 

The regular and regional troops are essentially equip­
ped with modern and relatively modem weapons and 
means but, in both training and combat, must know how 
to make the best use of rudimentary materials. The peo­
ple's militia gives priority to rudimentary weapons while 
gradually and partially equipping itself with modern and 
relatively modem ones. The practice of war in our country 
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clearly shows that while modern weapons are most im­
portant in the destruction of the enemy, rudimentary ones 
are alao very effective and make it possible for the entire 
people to participate in the resistance to aggression. Along 
with improving our equipment. we have made great efforts 
to raiae the level of organization and management, the 
knowledge of and the capacity to use all sorts of weapons 
in accordance with our Party's line and military thought 
and the conditions prevailing in the various theatres of 
operations in our country. 

At present our armed forces are possessed of a large 
body of cadres, battle-seasoned and. absolutely faithful to 
the revolutionary cause of the Party and the people. Tem­
pered by the revolutionary struggle, by the nation's pro­
tracted and intense armed fighting, they have successfully 
fulftJled all the tasks entrusted to them by the Party and 
the people. Fostered by the Party and relying on the 
masses, they have met the needs, in both quantity and 
quality, of the standing and the reserve forces and fulfllJed 
the complex tasks of building and combat in conditions of 
both war and peace. 

In the fostering of cadres, our P~y has put forward 
a correct line ; it has defined a clew line and other criteria 
and aet forth a concrete and judicious policy concerning 
cadres. 

Our Party has stuck to this class orientation, with 
cadres of worker and peasant origin at the core. It pays 
great attention to selecting, perfecting and promoting elite 
cadres among worker and peasant elements and also 
among the best intellectuals who are in close touch with 
the working class nod the peasantry and who have prov­
ed their absolute loyalty to the revolutionary cause. In 
applying the Party's line on the cadre policy, we have 
energetically struggled against all tendencies to deviate 

Digitized by Google 

N'ATIONAL LIIIZRAnoN WAR IN VIET NAM 
239 

from the class orientation and to underestimate the foster­
ing of cadres of worker and peasant origin and against all 
manifestations of "workerism!' 

Those cadres are revolutionary and competent, Im­
bued with a firm class stand, fervently patriotic, read:v to 
fight and endure sacrifices for the country's independence 

. and freedom and for socialism, absolutely faithful to the 
revolution, and to the Party's line and political and milit­
ary tasks, resolved to carry them into effect, closely bound 
to the masses and highly qualified both technically and 
professionally. They are capable of fulfilling their duties 
in all circumstances. At all times, our Party has striven to 
temper them in the practice of mass revolutionary struggle, 
especially in combat. 

In the building of popular armed forces, we hatie ~or­
rectly aoived problema relating to both qu:antitt1 4ftd 
quality ; we have paid adequate attention to both while 
giving priority to quality. This is a fundamental point in 
our military traditions; this was the conception followed 
by Tran Hung Dao and Nguyen Hue who, thanks to high­
quality troops, were able to defeat armies several times 
superior in number to their own. 

The quality of the armed forces results from many 
factors; men and armaments ; military, political, and 
logistical factors; ideology, organization, equipment, com­
bat methods. The moat determining factor, are : men, 
politica, and ideology. 

The best troops are those inspired by high combative­
ness and great resolve to act on the offensive. They must 
po&seu a high technical and tactical standard, good com­
bat methods, a strong and streamlined organization, and 
good armaments. Cadres and command organs must have 
great organizational capabilities and good discipline. The 
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troops must &how stamina and great mobility over all 
terrains and in all weathers. They must be adequately 
equipped, from both the technical and material points of 
view. The three categories of troops have different re­
quirements : the people's militia must be ubiquitous and 
strong, the regional and regular troops must he elite ones 
and in sufficient numbers. 

Our population being not very great, our standing 
army is in general inferior to the enemy's in numbers. And 
so its quality should manifest itself through high strategic 
effectiveness and high combat efficacy. Strategically, we 
must defeat a numerically superior and better-equipped 
enemy ; operationally and tactically, we must destroy 
large numbers of enemy personnel and record great suc­
cesses with our troops inferior to the enemy's in number 
and armaments. 

With high-quality troops capable of great combat 
efficiency, it is possible to increase severalfold the com­
bativeness of any given number of soldiers while light­
ening problems of organization, direction, reinforcements, 
and supply. For us this is a problem of strategic impor­
tance. 

To ensure for our troops ever-increasing combat power 
and ever greater successes in a long and arduous war, we 
have built and developed our forces while fighting. To 
fight in order to build and expand ; to build and expand 
in order to fight ever bigger battles and win ever greater 
successes. Development should be gradual, but leaps for­
ward must be made when favourable opportunities present 
themselves and are likely to lead to great victories. 

Thanks to our Party's judicious line on building the 
armed forces, the latter have developed and grown up 
steadily and quickly and are now endowed with invincible 
combat capabilities. There lies the secret of their amazing 
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feats of arms. Our Party's thesis regarding the building 
of people's armed forces has thus proved to be correct in 
the very practice of people's war. 

Its great strength lies in the fact that it has mobilized, 
tempered and organized the forces of our entire people, 
our entire nation, to tum them into an iron whole entrust­
ed with tasks in a rational and scientific way and display­
ing great combativeness in attacking and defeating all 
armies of aggression, however ferocious, numerous and 
well-equipped. This thesis is vividly and movingly em­
bodied in President Ho Chi Minh's historic appeal : "The 
31 million of our fellow-countrymen in both zones, young 
and old, men and women, must be 31 million valiant 
fighters in the struggle against American aggression, firmly 
determined to win final victory." 
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CHAPTER IV 

PROBLEM OF BASES AND REAR AREA 

" To wage the war in earnest we need a strong and or• 
ganized rear." 1 The rear area is a permanent factor of 
victory for it supplies the front with men, food and mate­
rials and gives it constant political and moral encourage­
ment. Without a solid rear area, the fr,ont cannot win : this 
is the general law of all wars. 

Our Party faced the following problem : starting from 
scratch, without an inch of free soil, in a country with a 
modest area and population and a backward agricultural 
economy, how to bring the people to rise up to fight for 
liberation, to build bases and a solid rear area so as to 
defeat the imperialist aggressors ? 

Our Party has solved this problem in a creative way. 
In the course of a long revolutionary struggle, it has 
accumulated rich and precious experience in building 
political foundations, bases and a rear area to support mass 
uprising and people's war in the concrete conditions of 
our country. 

1. V.I. Lenin, Collected Work6, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1965, 
Vol. 27, p. 76. 
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1. To rely entirely on the people, to begin by building 
mass political foundations and proceed gradually to set up 
ever more solid bases and a rear area. 

In the past, every time our people rose up to wre:;t 
back or safeguard their national independence, our fore­
fathers always saw to the building of a support base. They 
took account of their fundamental advantages (the people's 
high morale and thorough knowledge of terrain) to set it 
up either in mountainous or swampy regions, or in the 
plains and bring the human and material resources avail­
able into full play in order to organize and expand the 
armed forces. 

From the time of its founding, by opting for the path 
of violent revolution, armed insurrection and revolution­
ary war to overthrow the enemies of the class: and the 
nation and win power, our Party faced the problem of 
building a support base. As the revolutionary struggle 
unfolded, we have advanced from the setting up of polit­
ical foundations to that of bases and a rear area ; gradu­
ally exp-anded bases that were at first of only small sizes, 
linked together bases that were at first isolated, eventually 
to arrive at the present great rear area -the socialist 
North - with a complete popular national defence. 

In the first days, those of preparation for armed 
struggle and insurrection, we had not a single inch of free 
soil. We drew our only support from the people's revolu­
tionary organization, the patriotism of the politically con­
scious masse.1 and their boundless loyalty to the revolution. 
Through unrelenting efforts of revolutionary agitation, 
educalion and organization, our Party involved the masses 
in a many-sided political struggle. By so doing, it expanded 
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:md strengthened its own 1·nnks, set up and developed mas,~ 
political organizations, and carried into effect the slogan : 
wherever the masses are, political bases and revolutionary 
organizations musl be set up. J<"'rom those political bases 
and in implementation of directives given by President Ho 
Chi Minh to the first guerilla units •- to conduct armed 
propaganda and pay more attention to political action than 
military activities - our Party strove to organize secret 
anned bases and boost political action In co-ordination 
with ever more perfected armed struggle. Then it launched 
guerilla warfare and partial armed insurrections, set up 
the Viet Bae liberated area and guerilla bases in other re­
gions, while powerfully expanding political bases in the 
whole country and bringing about a revolutionary upsurge 
of the masses. In that way, our people finally launched a 
general insurrection, won power all over the country and 
founded the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

In the long war of resistance against the French coloni­
alists, on the one hand we sought to preserve and 
strengthen vast f,·ec areas which served as solid bases on 
which to intensify people's war, and on the other strove 
ceaselessly to expand guerilla zones and guerilla bases 
behind enemy lines. The continual reinforcement of our 
rea1· area in all fields was a powedul source of political 
and moral encouragement for the people and of supply for 
the front's increasing requirements. In regions under tem­
porary enemy control, the rule remained essentially the 
same for the setting up of biues : by relying on secret pollt­
ical bases among the masses and waging an intense 
stn1ggle evolving from simple to more sophisticated forms, 
from legal to illegal action, from economic and political 
claims to armed action, the occupied regions were gradu­
ally· turned into ever-expanding guerilla zones or bases. 
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·••··' 'At present, the South Vietnamese people who have 
risen up to fight for liberation lean on a great and solid 
rear area: the socialist North. At the same time they have 
striven to build on-the-spot bases and their immedi:ate rear 
area : the libemtecl zones. Those ever-expanding zones 
have played and are playing an ever bigger role in all 
aspects of the revolll'tionary war. Creatively applying and 
developing the experience accumulated in the present 
historical context, the South Vietnamese people ha.ve built 
not only solid bases in the mountains and the plains but 
also jumping-off grounds in key sectors close to urban 
centres and enemy military posts and even in certain cities. 
" Liberated 1·egions with ene,ny enclaves" have appeared 
in the very neighbourhood of great enemy military bases. 
These are regions where the Americans and their puppets, 
in spite of a fairly dense network of posts and the com­
bination of extremely cruel military measures with pt'r• 
fidious demagogic schemes, have not succeeded in putting 
into operation a coercive apparatus. There the population, 
thanks to a tenacious, courageous and resourceful struggle, 
has remained master of the ground and is able to keep a 
blockade and a strong pressure on the enemy's military 
bases and rear area. 

When the resistance to French colonialist aggression 
ended victoriously, the North embarked on socialist re­
volution and became an independent socialist State struc­
ture. It has striven to strengthen its forces in all fields, 
and to consolidate national defence by relying on the en­
tire people, and has become a firm and powerful rea1· area 
for revolutionary struggle in the whole country. A great 
rear area for the great fighting front in the South, it plays 
an extremely important role in the nation's struggle 
against American aggression. 
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2. To rely on revolutionary forces in both rural and urban 
areas, to build solid bases and a solid rear area in the coun­
tryside while settin1 up revolutionary bases in the towns, 
and to co-ordinate local rear areas with the common nation• 
al rear area. 

Our people's war relies on the power of the entire peo­
ple whose main strength lies in the workers and the peas­
ants. Fighting the enemy on our own soil, we attack him 
by every means in both town and countryside. That is why 
we must and can rely on revolutionary forces in both rural 
and urban areas and build solid rear bases in the country­
side and revolutionary bases in the cities. 

In the rural regions (mountains and plains) there 
exist immense revolutionary forces - the toiling peasantry 
which is inspired by resolute revolutionary spirit and 
makes up 90 % of the population. The economy, which can 
satisfy the local needs, is particularly favourable to the 
launching and maintenance of a people's war against a 
materially and technically superior enemy. The terrain is 
auspicious to the operations of our armed forces. Lastly 
the enemy administrative machinery is weak or relatively 
so and is full of loop-holes. The mountain regions with a 
rugged relief assume great strategic importance. The 
ethnic minorities living there are deeply attached to the 
revolution. On the other hand, the enemy system is gener­
ally weaker there than elsewhere and insufficiently pro­
tected. There lies a particularly solid rear base of the re­
volution and the revolutionary war. By leaning on it, our 
people can build, maintain and develop their forces, wage 
a protracted war in face of the worst difficulties and secure 
good jumping-off grounds for progressing towards the 
plains. The rural regions in the plains, populous and 
wealthy, are regions which the enemy constantly seeks to 
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occupy in order to grab their human and material re­
sources, to "pit Vietnamese against Vietnamese and feed 
the war through war." . 

When the revolution has won control of the rural re­
gions, it has at its disposal a firm support base which will 
allow it to mobilize men and reources, develop its forces, 
fight a long-drawn-out war, increase its power as the fight­
ing goes on and foil all perfidious machinations of the ene­
my. A favourable situation will be created in which the 
rural regions in the mountains and the plains can lend 
powerful support to the revolutionary movement in the 
towns which strikes the enemy in his key centres and his 
lairs. 

Ob~ously, in our countTy the rural regiona are firm 
and lasting support bases and combat positions ; to lean 
squarely on them and set up there solid rear bases con­
stitute an imperative requirement of stTategic importance 
for revolutionary warfare in our country. 

While building up firm rear bases in the couutryside, 
our Party attaches great importance to the implantation 
of revolutionary bases in urban centres where live most 
of the w~rkers, the most revolutionary class, the leading 
class, which together with the toiling peasantry make up 
the fighting force of the revolution. Also in the urban 
centres live various strata of toilers, school and college 
students, progressive intellectuals, all animated by fairly 
ardent patriotism and anti-imperialist feeling. Urban 
centres, especially the cities and big provincial towns, are 
political, military, economic and cultural centres where 
the enemy concentrates his command organs and means 
of domination and repression, where he Is relatively 
stronger than in the countryside but where he nevertheless 
displays weaknesses in the military and especially political 
fields. 
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The enemy's aim ts first of all to turn the towns into 
a secure rear area for his war of aggression. For our part, 
in order to bring revolutionary war to victory, we must 
actively set up revolutionary bases in the towns, create 
conditions for attacking the enemy by all appropriate 
means, and prevent him from setting up secure bases for 
himself. We must closely co-ordinate our urban with our 
rural revolutionary forces so as to strike the enemy in his 
very lairs, destroy his armed and political forces to the 
maximum extent, make it possible for the people to win 
power in evenvldening regions and secure ultimate victory. 

The co-ordinated organization of secure rear bases in 
rural regions and of revolutionary bases In the towns con­
tributed to the original form taken by our insurrection at 
the time of the August Revolution and to the success of 
the first war of resistance, in which we relied on rural 
bases while intensifying struggle In the towns. The same 
co-ordination has greatly contributed to the important suc­
cesses recorded by revolutionary war at present in the 
three strategic regions in the South. 

In accordance with the law of development of the rear 
base in revolutionary warfare and with a view to mobi­
lizing our national resources in all fields and turning them 
to best account, we have advocated co-ordination be­
tween local Tear bases and the common national rear base. 

Ow· experience points out that one must have a base, 
a rear area for the whole country and also bases and rear 
areas close at hand for each front, each region. 'fhe build­
ing of on-the-spot bases and rear areas for each front, each 
region, each echelon, starting from the lowest, is closely 
bound up with our Party's general line of mobilization of 
the whole nation for combat ::ind with the policy of or­
ganizing powerful local forces everywhere for waging peo­
ple's war. rt Is in harmony with the size of our country, 
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which is not very big, and with our way of conducmig 
people's war, which consists in holding our ground, attack­
ing the enemy everywhere and not yielding an Inch. It 
favours the winning and keeping of sovereignty by the 
people and makes it possible to bring into full play the 
power of the new social regime which is taking shape and 
being consolidated in the liberated areas so as to answer 
the requirements of war in a rapid and timely way. 

Our resistance to American aggression combines the 
local bases and rear areas In the South with the great 
national rear area, the socialist North, which is itself link­
ed to the socialist camp. This co-ordination makes it possi­
ble fully to mobilize the power of the whole Vietnamese 
nation, of the socialist regime In the North and the new 
eoclal regime in the liberated areas of the South, as well 
as the full weight of the achievements recorded by the 
revolution over several decades of uninterrupted and 
victorious struggle against the ringleader of the imperial­
ists. This is a fundamental point which shows that in the 
present war of resistance, our people's forces and posture 
are much more powerful than in the first one. 

3. To bring our spirit of offensive to tho highest point, con­
solidate our bases and rear area in all fields ; actively de­
fend our rear area while attacking the enemy's ceaselessly 
and turning it into· a flghtins front ; unceasingly expand 
our bases and rear area. 

In a revolutionary war where the building of bases 
and rear area starts from scratch, the formation of the flrst 
bases is but a beginning. To maintain and develop this 
initial success and make it possible for those bases to with­
stand all trials and play a growing role, it is necessary to 
be constantly consolidating them in all fields. 
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In a people's war, the solidity of the bases and rear 
srea rests on political, economic, military and geographical 
factors - first of all on the political factors - the people's 
morale and the social regime. The building of the rear area 
must be pursued in all fielda - political, economic, milit­
ary and cultural ; fif'at of all on the political plane by 
strengthening the people's political and moral cohesion, 
enhancing the superiority of the new social regime in 
every respect, actively but gi:adua11y bringing about de­
mocratic reforms aimed at improving the material and 
moral living conditions of the population and ceaselessly 
reinforcing the potential of the rear area. In this way the 
latter can ensure its own defence and play an important 
role in the war. 

The bases and rear area of people's war constitute a 
permanent threat for the enemy who seeks to attack them 
without respite and without mercy. Their consolidation is 
bound up with the struggle waged to def end and enlarge 
them and allow them to play their role in aU fields. One 
must heighten the spirit of offensive, actively defend our 
rear area while ceaselessly attacking the enemy's rear 11rea 
and turn it into a battlefield. Offensive, active offensive -
such is the best way to safeguard and enlarge our rear 
area while reducing that of the enemy. This is an impera­
tive requirement in building from scratch bases and a 
rear area for a people fighting to win, maintain and ex­
pand power. 

During our first war of resistance, the fundamental 
principle governing the defence of our free zone was to 
intensify offensive activities against the enemy's rear area, 
expand guerilla warfare, while ceaselessly consolidating 
our own rear area in all fields and repelling all enemy 
attacks. In that way, we succeeded in maintaining and con­
solidating our free areas, implanting ever more bases and 
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guerilla zones in the enemy's rear area, and enlarging our 
rear area ever more while reducing that of the enemy. 

That experience is being creatively applied and en­
richedl by the armed forces and people of the South. In­
spired by a powerful spirit of offensive, they strive to rein­
force the free zone in aU fields, and oppose an active and 
patient struggle to all enemy attempts to attack it, nibble 
at it, raid it or sabotage it. They resolutely bring the war 
into the enemy's rear area, combine political with military 
struggle, and purely military attacks with mass uprisings, 
so as to allow the population of occupied areas to win con­
trol in various forms and to various extents, sow insecurity 
in the enemy's rear area and gradually tum it into a batUe-
field and the people's own rear area. · 

These last few years, the great national rear area, -
the North, has been firmly defended and has played an 
important role in the national struggle against Amerkan 
aggression. This is due to its constant reinforcement in all 
fields, which has made it possible for it to face the ag­
gressors and foil their war of destruction, and to the un­
ceasing development of the revolutionary forces in the 
South which have gone from victory to victory owing to 
their offensive strategy. 

4. To build and consolidate the p-eat rear area, t.he aocialist 
North. 

After the victory of Dien Bien Phu, the North, who1ly 
liberated, embarked on the road to socia1ism and became 
the firm base and rear area for the revolutionary struggl~ 
in the whole country. This was a great turning-point, a 
great leap in the building and expansion of the base and 
rear area of people's war in Viet Nam. For the first t ime 
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since the Party assumed its role as leader of the struggle 
for independence and freedom one half of the country was 
entirely liberated. Here we have been able to build social­
ism suceessfully, the most advanced! social regime in our 
millennia-old history, in order to secure a firm and com­
plete rear base for the pursuit of the nation's revolution­
ary struggle. 

As soon as the first wa.r of resistance ended in victory, 
' the Party stressed that the North should be reinforced in 

all fields. The resolution adopted at the Party's Third 
National Congress held in 1960 said: "The more vigor­
ously the North advances towards ~ialism, the more con­
solidated its forces a1·e in all fields and the more favour­
able conditions grow for the liberation revolution in the 
South, for the fulfilment of our revolutionary tasks in the 
whole country, for the maintenance and stre.ngthening of 
peace in Indochina and the world. The North is the com­
mon base for the revolution In the whole country." 

The consolidation and strengthening of the North 
have made its defence more powerful with each passing 
day, a national defence of tl&e people, by the people them­
ielves, u defence based on the power of the people in all 
fields, a defence which safeguards the interests of the peo­
ple, the fruits of the revolution and the socialist regime. 
The conception of a national defence of the people was 
clearly defined for the first time in the resolution adopted 
at the 12th plenum of the Party Central Committee in 
1957. This was the application of the thesis of people's war 
to the defence of the socialist North to get it fully prepared 
to foll all imperialist aggressive attempts and at the same 
time to play its role as the rear base of the revolution In 
the whole country. This was a new development of the 
theory of the building of the bases and rear area of peo­
ple's war in the new conditions. 
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· .. · : The setting up of a national defence of the people in 
the North must be carried out in alt fields. 
. ·,: ·, 
1 : • • In order to have a powerful national def@nce of the 
people, one must, on the political plane, ceaselessly con­
solidate and reinforce the Party's leading role, reinforce 
the State of proletarian dictatorship, consolidate the 
socialist regime, strengthen the unity of the toiling peo­
ple : ; workers, co-operative peasants, and socialist intel­
lectuals, on the basis of the worker-peasant alJiance. One 
must ceaselessly heighten the socialist consciousness of the 
masses, their patriotism and love of socialism, their con­
ldousness of being the collective master and their wUI to 
reunify the country. On this basis, one must call on the 
entire people to increase production, build socialism while 

· standing ready to fight he1oically to defend the North 
•. should the need arise, fulfil all tasks relating to the revolu­

tionary struggle in the South, and contribute to the fulftl .. 
~ent of our international duties. One must correctly carry 
out' 'the policy of compulsory military service and that re­
garding wounded and sick militarymen, the families of 

. ~Idlers· fallen on the field of honour, those of armymen, 
etc. 
1. ; .. 

As the national defence of the people in the North 
must rely on a powerful socialist economy, economic build­
Ing takes on great importance. In this building, we must 
combine economics with national defence, peace-time 
needs with w~me needs, short-term requirements with 
long-range ones. Such co-ordination must be embodied not 
only in the over-alt State plan, but also in the plans of 
each : branch of activity (industry, agriculture, tl'ansport 
and communications, etc.) at the national and local levels, 
to· that at each stage of economic development there should 
be· a corresponding reinforcement of the defence potential 
and that in case of foreign aggre!!ion the economy could 
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quickly be put on a war footing. A correct line shi:>\lld be 
defined for the readjustment of economic building to war­
time conditions in agreement with the principle of as­
sociating combat with production so that the latter could 
continue to increase and the economy to expand, and the 
requirements of the resistance and the people could be 
met even in t ime of war. 

With a view to a powerful national defence, the North 
must be strengthened militarily. Military power does not 
lie only in that of the standing army, but in that of the 
entire people, with the people's armed forces serving as 

the core. It is based on the manifold power of the new 
soci:il regime. The tasks of military building consist in 
arming and militarizing the entire people, reinforcing the 
people's armed forces with battle-seasoned regulars and 
J)Owerful reserve forces, gradually turning villages and 
~rban districts into combat positions, strengthening secu­
rity. The whole country must be prepared in every respect. 
The armed forces and the people must redouble their 
vigilance, and stand ready to fight and smash all acts or 
schemes of aggression of the imperialists. It is also neces­
sary to define the importance of each strategic region and 
reinforce the more imi;ortant ones in all fields. One must 
also strengthen leadership by the Party and the adminis­
tration at all levels in the consolidation of national defence 
and the building of the armed forces. 

The development of culture, education, science and 
technology, public health work, physical training and 
sports, etc., takes on a deep significance for economic con­
struction, the strengthening of national defence and the 
building of the armed forces, and especially for the mak­
ing of new men, of cadres and fighters with a high revolu­
tionary consciousness, good general knowledge and scien­
tific and technical knowhow, and good health. 
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In short, the power of the people's national defence 
in the North is based upon the power of the socialist re• 
gime in its entirety and on the fruits of the socialist re­
volution. It has stood the test of the American al!r war of 
destruction. Our people's moral and politic.al cohesion is 
more solid U1a11 ever. Production has been maintained and 
developed ; communication lines have remained open and 
transport ensured ; cultural activities, education and 
health continue to make progress ; the people's life has re­
mained stable for the essenti~s, the army's requirements 
are met ; the national · defence forces have been consoli­
dated ann have shown considerable growth. The Demo­
cratic Republic of Viet Nam has held its ground, proud, 
and victorious ; she successfully carries on socialist con­
struction and fulfils her duties towards the South. Social­
ism has proved its superiority. National defence by the 
entire people in the North has shown il, power on the 
political, organizational, • material and technical planes -
as well as 011 the human plane, regarding the resolve, Intel­
ligence and moral qualities of the combatal}ts. 

5. To rely on the socialist cmup, our \'RSt rear area. 

Right from ihe first days the Vietnamese revolution 
has had the support of the world revolution of which it 
ls an integral part, and this support has grown ,vith each 
passing day. From the beginning encircled by the imperial­
ists, we have succeeded in solidly leaning on the socialist 
r.amp. 

At present we are carrying in our war of r,esistance 
against tine American aggressors in particularly favour­
able circumstances : the socialist camp, with a population 
of one billion, a powerful economic potential and invin­
cible armed forces, has been considerably strengthened. It 
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constitutes a firm backing and a sure rampart for our peo­
ple and the peoples of the world in their struggle for peace, 
national independence, democracy and socialism. 

Our people stand in the van of the world's · people 
fighting against imperialism headed by American imperi­
alism. A member of the socialist camp, the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam is also its forward post in South­
east Asia. And so, while essentially relying on our own 
forces, we can and must secure the sympathy, support and 
help of the socialist camp in all fields. This a very impor­
tMt factor for the strengthening of the combat capabilities 
of our people. 

With an ever-expanding and more powerful rear area, 
a national rear area and local ones, our people can besides 
lean on the immense potential of the vast rear area made 
up of the fraternal socialist countries. It can thus bring 
into full play its own economic and military potentialities 
while turning to account the favourable conditions of our 
time in order to take our present war of resistance to total 
victory. 
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CHAPTER V 

MODE OF CONDUCTING THE WAR 

Under the Party's leadership and through combat 
practice, we have succeeded in working out a mode of con­
ducting the war and a military art which display high 
effectiveness and rich content. 

These are a mode of conducting the t11ar and a militarv 
art that are adapted to people's war waged in ctlt fields by 
a nafion not uery large in size and not very numerous in 
population against aggressive armies of big imperialist 
powers. They consist in staging armed uprising mid tvaging 
revolutionartf tvar, for a long period resolutely a-tracking 
the enemy with armed and political forces in both town 
and countryside ; annihilating enemy forces whi'le striving 
!o win and keep sovereignty for the people so as to main­
tain and increase our potential and score successes as we 
fight on; driving the enemy back step by step and destr01J­
ing his forces piecemeal so as eventually to defeat him 
completely ; essentially relying on our otvn forces, bring­
ing into full play our ;ust cat1se and tlte propitiou.s condi­
tions deriving from the fact that this is a national war 
fought on our own soil, while strivi.ng to tvin t'2e sym­
pathy, support and help of the other peoples and turning 
to account the favourable factors of our time. AU these 
combined forces of people's war make it possible fOT us 
to defeat the enemy and liberate and defend our land. 
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1. To wnge a war that is fought by the entire people in all 
fieltfs ; to combine armed with politici.l forces, nrmed with 
polltical struggle, nrmed uprising with revolutionary wnr. 

Imperialism relies on its armies to invade our country 
and try to rule over our people. To defeat it, we must arm 
the entire people, organize armed forces and wage an armed 
struggle. H(lwever, in order to bring into full play the im­
mense power of the entire people against an enemy who, 
although possessed of a huge and well-e~uipped army, is 
waging a war of aggression, an unjust war, and is rent by 
contradictions and affected by many weaknesses, we must 
fight him in all fields, - not only military, but also political, 
economic, cultural and diplomatic - and use various forms 
of struggle of which the most fundamental ones are armed 
and political struggle. To combine armed with potitical 
f orc:es, armtd 1oith political struggle, armed uprising with 
revolutionary war - there lies the essential content of our 
mode of conducting the war, a war fought by tlte entire 

people in all fields. 

In the course of our long history, while fielding regular 
armies, our forefathers already knew how to mobilize the 
masses against foreign aggressors, and lo combine actions 
by the armed forces 'Yith struggles and uprisings by the 
population. At present, under the Party's leadership, our 
people have made considerable progress along that line. 

Armed fighting is a fundamental form of strnggle. It 
plays a decisive role and has a direct bearing on the de­
struction of the enemy's m ilitary forces. Besides it must 
defend the people and be associated with uprisings and 
political struggles by the popular masses. The fiercer the 
war grows, the more the enemy intensifies the use o{ his 
armed forces, the more importance armed fighting as­
sumes. We must destroy the hostile forces and foil their 
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strategic plans. Military victory is indispensable fo1· the 
success of the resistance. 

Political action_. the othel· fundamental form of strng­
gle, is the basis on which to develop armed fighting and 
at the same time a mode of offensive against the enemy. 
It mobilizes and organizes the people, and involves them 
in combat, passing from lower to higher forms. It unmasks 
the enemy and foils his political machinations, d isperses 
and weakens his armed forces, upsets his rear area, pro­
tects the life and work of the people, safeguards the polit­
ical bases of the revolution. In uprisings and in war, 
political action never ceases to be closely allied with 
armed fighting and to evolve into armed fighting. The peo­
ple's political forces gradually progress from the ordinary 
forms of political action to armed uprising and, hand in 
hand with the armed forces, decide the outcome of the 
war. 

The combination of political with armed forces, of 
political action with armed fighting, of armed insurrection 
with revolutionary war, is the general rule of the use of 
revolutionary violence in our country. At certain t imes, 
the political forces play the main role, relying on support 
by the armed forces and combining political action with 
armed fighting in order to launch a popular uprising in the 
whole country; at other times, the armed forceR play the 
major ·part, seri,ing as the core of the entire people invol­
ved in fighting and combining armed with political strug­
gle in order to wage a protracted people's war : at other 
times .still, armed and political forces are brought into 
play concurrently and simultaneously, armed action is as­
sociated with political stTuggle and armed insurrection 
with revolutionary war in a single and complex process. 

In August 1945, the powerful political forces of the 
people, leaning on the liberation armed forces, launched 
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a g1:meral insurrection to seize power all over the country, 
in both town and countryside. 11The success of the August 
Revolution was fundamentally due to the fact that the 
people's political forces seized the favourable opportunity 
in a timely way to launch insurrection and win power. But 
if our Party had not built armed forces and set up solid 
resiJitance bases to support these forces and the political 
struggle, and, conditions having grown ripe, if it had not 
rapidly started an armed uprising, it would not have been 
possible for the revolution to triumph so quickly." 1 

In the first war of resistance, the entire people rose 
up, with the popular armed forces serving as the core, for 
armed fighting was essential. The armed forces passed from 
guerilla to regular warfare, associating ever more closely 
their operations with the political struggle and partial 
insurrections of the masses in the enemy's rear area. The 
revolutionary masses, both rural and urban, confronted 
old colonialism with various forms of struggle : struggle 
Against terror and massacre, against bombing, strafing and 
plunder, against press-ganging of soldiers and labourers ; 
struggle waged by women to demand the return of their 
forcibly drafted sons and husbands, agitation among pup­
pet troops to win them over to the ranks of the revolu­
tion ... ; and lasily, combination of armed fighting with 
political agitation and partial insurrections to overthrow 
the local. enemy administrations in the countryside. 

At prese.nt in the South, the association of armed with 
political struggle, of armed insurrection with revoluti?n• 
ary war, is carried out at another level and in new his• 
torlcal conditions. The aim is to topple neo-coloniallst 
domination, and foll the neo-colonialist war of aggression 

1. Political rP.port of the Central Commlttef! of the Viet Nllll 
Workcn' P11rty at the Third Natlon1l Congress (September !5, 19801, 
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waged by American imperialism. The war waged by the 
entire people in all fields has been brought to a very high 
level. All the people in the South participate in the strug­
gle : they · attack the Americal)S and the puppet adminis­
~tion and army with both mllftary and political means, 
~~ c'.1"1' out both revolutionary war and mas.. uprising. 

" ' As it extends, the revolutionary war reaches unpre­
cedented proportions, and inflicts ever more bitter defeats 
on the best-equipped units of the American expeditionary 
corps. Thanks to general political struggle co-ordinated 
with action by the armed forces, mass insurrections have 
erupted repeatedly with Increasing vigour. Insurrection 
expands the field of action of revolutionary war, strength­
ens i_t and causes !t expand ceaselessly, while war ripens 
co~d1tions for uprising and allows it to spread. Insurrec­
tf~n and war, though different, are inseparable. "It u hard 
to distinguish between war and insurrection," said Lenin. 

Along with military and political struggle, we con­
duct a vast and patie~t political work in the enemy's 
ranks-a propaganda work which aims at awakening the 
political consciousness of the puppet militarymen and 
winning them over to the side of the people thereby 
launching another strategic thrust, an importan~ element 
ttf revolutionary action. 

Economic struggle also plays a very important role, 
especially when we have already set up bases and rear 
areas, when liberation war extends and spreads, ->r when 
we fight a war for the defence ot our fatherland While 
mobilizing our own economy for war, we must wage eco­
nomic struggle against the enemy in conjunction with 
military and political struggle in order to attack and des­
troy his economic bases, upset and ruin his economy while 
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defending and developing our own, safeguarding the peo­

ple's life and property and ensuring conditions for them 
to work and produce. 

2. To set up firm positions in the rural areas, to wage peo• 
pie's war in both nual and urban regions, develop and 
d osely combine offensive thrwts against the enemy in 
ap11ropriale forms and in all .three strategic zones I moun• 
tnins, plains, and towns. 

To fight the enemy in all three .strategic zones, using 
appropriate for-ms, is a very important aspect of the mode 
of conducting revolutionary .war. One must correctly define 
the strategic position of the rural and urban regions, estab­
lish firm positions in the rural ones, attack the enemy in 
both at the same time, closely co-ordinate our offensives 
in all three strategic zones, paying proper attention to 
conditions prevailing in each, combine armed with political 
struggle and uprising with wo.r at a suitable level, and take 
into account the concrete conditions of each period of 
uprising or war in order to pick the zone which should 
receive particular attention from the leadership. 

During the Second World. War and before the August 
1945 Revolution, the revolution essen.tially unfolded in the 
mountain region in the form of local guerilla warfare and 
partial insurrections. However, the revolutionary move­
ment continuE'd to develop in the plains and the towns in 
suitable forms. When the favourable moment came, our 
people scored success in the August Revolution by co­
ordinating the revolutionary movement in the towns with 
that in the countryside and political with armed forces 
and by seizing upon the right opportunity to bring the 
general insurrection to victory. 
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The first war of resistance broke out at first in the 
cities: Then over a long period, the people's war against 
French colonialist aggression, essentially using armed 
struggle, took place mainly in the rural areas. Our political 
struggle and armed action in the enemy's areas (rural re­
gions and towns) also developed In close co-ordination 
with military operations in the other rural regions of the 
delta and the highlands. 

The "chain uprisings'' which broke out in the South 
in 1959-1960 · did so at first in the countryside then became 
a vast guerilla movement closely bound to the political 
movement in the cities. From 1963 to 1965 in particular, 
armed actions and peasant uprisings for the destruction of 
"strategic hamlets," combined with action by the u rban 
masses, made up a considerable aggregate forc.e which 
foiled the "special war" of the American imperialists. 

From 1965 to 1967, the armed forces and people of the 
South.· continuing their victol'ious offensive, vigorously 
attacked the enemy in the three strategic zones ,vith armed 
and political means. The main theatre for combat and in-• 
surrection remained the rural regions of the highlands and 
the delta while in the towns political action took place 
alongside combat activities of a certain scope. With the 
general. offensive of early 1968, the armed forces and peo­
ple of the South attacked and rose up everywhere in both 
town and countryside and recorded ever greater successes. 

As said above, the rural regions and the towns are both 
important but occupy different positions. By combining 
armed with political struggle and combat with insurrec­
tion to an appropriate extent according to the strategic 
zone, setting up solid positions in the countryside and con­
sidering it our firmest support base while developing the 
revolutionary forces in the towns and considering them a 
crucial sector, we can attack the enemy in both town and 
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cow1trysidc. We can also· compel him to disperse his forces, 
while being able to co-ordinate our actions in all sectors, 
launch unremitting assaults everywhere and at all times, 
upset his rear areas and strike him dangerous blows. We 
can win in a protracted war, and we can also bring about 
favourable situations, steal a march on the enemy, deal 
him crushing blows at opportune moments and win ever 
greater victories. 

When we have become masters of a State with its 
complete structure, its towns and countryside, and a de­
veloping industry, the role played by the urban and rural 
regions in defence and in war is no longer the same. Co­
ordination between town and countryside in a national­
defence war is not carrie'd out in the same way as in a ' 
liberation war. This can be seen these last few years in 
t he socialist North in the course of our heroic people;s war 
waged against the American war of destruction. But 
rational co-ordination between town and countryside re­
mains an important problem, a necessity for bringing into 
full play the potential of our country and our regime with 
.a view to defeating the enemy. 

3. 1'0 be inspired by an offensive strategic thought in both 
armed uprising and revolutionary war. 

By mobilizing the entire people, by combining armed 
with political struggle in all three strategic zones, we have 
created that immense force of people's war in order to 
attack the enemy. 

Revolution means offensive. In forty years of struggle 
under the leadership of the Party, our people have attacked 
the enemy in a resolute, continuous and successful way. 
Rising up to overthrow the yoke of the imperialists and 
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their valets and to wrest back and safeguard their sover­
eignty, they are deeply imbued with' the offensive 1trategic 
thought of the revolution. 

An insurrection is an offensive. A revolutionary war 
viewed in the whole of its unfolding is an off emive. It 
i,.poslible that at certain moments and in certain places 
one may act on the defensive, but this is in order to create 
necessary conditions for the continuatio,_i of the off enrive. 

:·-' In the, 1940's our people, passing from political to arm­
ed struggle, launched resolute attacks. Especially from 
March 1945 onwards partial insurrections toppled enemy 
power at the base 'in vast rural regions. At the same time 
the enemy was attacked everywhere through appropriate 
forms bf stmggle. Then our people ceaselessly expanded 
partial insurrections and local guerilla, war. intensified 
political struggle ev~rywhere in the country and, launched 
tlie August general insurrection, thus triggering off a 
many-sided, vigorous and resolute strategic offensive at 
the most opportune moment to overthrow the enemy 
power and seize control all over the country . 

Immediately after the August Revolution; our Party 
had to lead the national resistance against the French 
colonialists. As the aggressors' army was then much more 
powerful than ours, we decided to preserve the bulk of 

.!)ur forces, avoid disadvantageous engagements, operate 
a certain retreat while seeking tactically to attack the 
enemy everywhere and to destroy him partially through 
partial attacks. Later, determined to drive the enemy to 
the defensive we waged guerilla warfare, penetrated the 
enemy's rear areas and turned them into battlefields. 
Gradually, we developed our offensive, using both guerilla 
and regular warfare. Following local counter offensives in 
the wake of the Frontier Campaign (1950) we started a 
great strategic counter-offensive in winter 1953-spring 1954 
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which came to a climax with the heroic campaign of Dien 
Bien Phu, brought our war of resistance to a victorious 
conclusion and liberated the northern half of our country. 

In the South, in the struggle against American neo• 
,colonialist domination, the revolution started the offensive 
with the chain uprisings of 1959-1960. Then expanding its 
offensive, it developed partial insurrections, mass political 
struggle and guerilla warfare, and gradually engaged in 
·regular combat operations. Always combining armed with 
-political action, it foiled the "special war" of the Amer­
ican imperialists. When the latter started a direct ag­
_gression with hundreds of thousands of well-equipped 
troops, our armed forces and people, without the slightest 
hesitation, continued to firmly keep the initiative, attacked 
the enemy ceaselessly and carried out an offensive strategy 
against the infamous "limited war," frustrating all enemy 
schemes. The general offensive and concerted uprisings of 
the spring of 1968 strengthened our offensive strategic 
post,ure even more and marked a turning point in the war . 

Our armed forces and people are imbued with the 
thoroughly revolutionary spirit of the proletariat ; they 
ue inspired by the offensive strategic thought which 
characterizes revolution and revolutionary war. 

'l'his offensive strategic thought is not without relation 
to our people's traditional military thought. In our history, 
the victorious uprisings and national wars led by the 
Trung Sisters. Ly Bon, Trieu Quang Phuc, Le Loi, Nguyen 
Trai were so many continual offensives against the yoke 
of foreign !eudalists. The victorious national-defence wars 
led by Ly Thuong Kiet, Tran Hung Dao, Nguyen Hue in­
cluded of course defensive stages and strategic retreats, 
which were indispensable at the beginning, but the offen­
sive strategic thought remained dominant throughout, as 
illustrated by the heroic battles fought on the Nhu Nguyet 
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river, at Van Kiep and Chi Lang, on the Bach Dang river, 
and at Dong Da. 

How to launch resolute and continuous offensives 
against enemies having an economic and military potential 
by far superior to ours, drive them to the defensive and 
to passivity, eventually to defeat and destroy them? 

It is with a definitely offensive spirit that we engagt> 
in armed insurrections and revolutionary wars. The offen­
sive thought is the ideological basis of TevolutionaTy stTate­
gy and waT in Viet· Nam. It springs from the thoroughly 
revolutionary character of our Party's political and military 
line, and from the ardent patriotism and resolute and 
heroic combativeness of our people fighting for inde­
pendence, freedom and socialism. 

Our offensive capability is closely bound up with our 
correct appraisal of the features and tTend of the relation 
off orces between the enemy and us. The enemy has strong 
points, but also weaknesses, even fundamental ones. Our 
people have weaknesses, but also fundamental strong 
points. These lie in the strength of an entire people rising 
up to de!fen.d their country, the strength of a just war in 
our time. It is entirely possible for us to bring our strong 
points into full play and aim our blows at t~e enemy's 
weaknesses. · 

Our ,offensive capability is also closely tied to our skill 
in conducting people's war to our original and ingenious 
forms of struggle and methods of combat. Knowing how 
to assail the enemy in all fields and using at the same time 
both armed and political struggle, military combat and 
mass uprising, guerilla and regular warfare, our armed 
forces and people have brought their capabilities into full 
play. By creating appropriate and highly effective combat 
methods, we have developed our offensive capacity to a 
high degree. 
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11 To apply the strategy of a protracted war and at the 
same time to strive to bring about a propi.tious moment 
and steal a march 011 the enemy so as t.o win ever bieger 
victories. 

Our history had known many victorious: insurrections 1 

and wars against powerful enemies. The duration of those 
uprisings and wars depended on many factors, first of all 
on the relation of forces between the two parties and on 
ou.r skill in conducting the war. Some of those wars were 
relatively short, others were protracted liberation wars. 

The Tran fought three wars of resistance against Yuan 
troops in the space of thirty years, but each of those wars 
lasted but a few months. The lightning offensive mounted 
by Nguyen Hue against Ching troops led to a great victory 
within a very short time. On the other hand, the liberation 
war led by Le Loi and Nguyen Ttai lasted ten years. So 
our people are possessed of traditions of persevering and 
protracted resistance and the art of fighting wars of long 
duration while knowing how to create and capitalize on 
propitious conditions to win success in a relatively short 
spa,ce of time. 

At present, with a progressive political 1·eglme, 
strengthened by the unity of the entire people under the 
leadership of the ,Party, we are in a position to bring into 
full play all the material and moral forces of our people 
and! our country. We also receive precious help from the 
fraternal socialist countries and the sympathy and support 
of progressive people all over the world. But our territory 
is not very large, our population not very numerous ; we 
were formerly a colonial and semi-feudal country with 
an under-developed economy. V(e have been fighting 
against powerful, stubborn, machiavellian and adventur­
ous imperialist countries. In those conditions we need 
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time to gradually weaken and destroy enemy forces, check 
their strong points, aggravate their weaknesses, increase 
our own strength, promote our strong points, overcome our 
weaknesses, so that as the fighting goes on the enemy 
grows weaker and we stronger. The strategy of people's 
10ar i.f one of a protracted tvar. The continual battles and 

• 
glorious victories of our people in the last few decades 

. p~ve the soundness of that strategy. 

.., This protracted war i.,, viewed in its entirety, a process 
of continual offensives against the enemy, who is destroyed 
part'liy part, driven back step by step, knocked down chunk 
Pi·il 'chunk, and sees his strategic designs foiled one· after 
another wMle we go from ,uccess to ultimate victory. 
t ·, 

• ·'.;,The duration of a war depends on the way in which 
the relation of forces evolves and the war is conducted by 
each' side. Our national wars show that in the course of 
1..: long war, whenever a new phase begins, there often 
happen abrupt changes, due either to our own efforts, or 
to; the enemy's errors, or to favourable objective condi­
tions. The passing from a progressive evolution to a devel­
opment by leaps and bounds is the general law governing 
all movements, Insurrection and war are sharp confronta­
tions, struggles to the death, in which this law manifests 
Itself very clearly. 

,,, We strive to create favourable conditions leading to 
ever more important leaps and ever greater victories. We 
must know how to exert the greatest efforts, turn to 
account all propitious objective conditions, provoke errors 
on the part of the enemy and capitalize on his weaknesses, 
c~ate ingenious and effective forms of struggle, provide 
clear-sighted strategic leadership, aim our attacks in the 
right direction and at the l'ight target, seize the opportune 
moment, hit at key spots, skilfully combine armed with 
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political struggle and military combat with insurrection. 
Thus, while carrying on a protracted war, we must exert 
the greatest efforts in all fields, and act speedily so as to 
record ever more important victories. 

5. To couple the destruction of enemy troops with winning 
nnd maintaining control for the people; to actively an­
nihilate hostile forces while fostering and strengthening 
our own, so as to grow stronger 85 we fight . 

Powe.r is the fundamental question of all revolutions 
and the destruction of hostile forces, that of all wars. Our 
war is a revolutionary one and is used as a way of struggle 
to win power. It aims at destroying enemy forces and 
means to solve the problem of annihilating the enemy's 
power and winning power for the people. 

In our people's w ar, we combine the military action 
of people's armed forces aimed at destroying hostile troops 
with mas, uprisings with a view to w·in. power. The top­
pling of enemy power and the winning of power for the 
people at various levels in di~erent conditions will create 
new possibilities for attacking and annihilating the enemy. 
Conversely, it is necessary to destroy ·en,emy forces in order 
to give support to the masses rising up to wln power, and 
create new bases and forces. 

In August 1945, the main action consisted of a mass 
uprising to win power; but action by· armed forces was 
needed to assist it. 

In the first war of resistance, the main factor was 
the annihilation of enemy forces by our own armed forces ; 
but the masses also rose up to disband puppet village 
councils of elders and punish traitors, wrest back power 
in areas behind enemy lines, build, consoJidate and expand 
guerilla bases nncl zones right in enem y-occupied regions. 
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At the- same time our people and armed forces actively 
built and consolidated free zones in every respect, built 
and consolidated people's power, and repel!led enemy 
counter-offensives. 

' ' At present in the South, the coupling of the annihi­
lation of the enemy with the winning and safeguarding 
of power for the people has made a new step forward. The 
liberation armed forces actively attack the enemy to des­
troy hin-i_ and lend support to mass uprisings and political 
struggles. The masses' political forces create favourable 
conditions for the armed forces by attacking the enemy 
in appropriate ways, starting partial insurrections, top­
pling puppet power at the base, winning sovereignty at 
various levels, setting up revolutionary power in one form 
or another. In the liberated zones, the armed forces actively 
fight to protect the people, and to assert and consolidate 
their right to sovereignty in the political and economic 
fields. 

All that requires conformity to this leading principle : 
ceaselessly to safeguard and increase our forces tvhile des­
troying the en.emy's. 

To destroy the enemy's forces means to annihilate both 
his poli tical and military forces, both the forces of the 
foreign aggressors and those of their valets. 

To safeguard and increase our forces means to safe­
guard and increase both the forces of our army and those 
of our people, our military, political and economic forces. 

OnJy by assimilating and correcUy applying that rule, 
by getting imbued with that thought, can we carry out this 
leading principle ; the more we fight, the stronger •we grow : 
the more we fight, the more victories we win. As we fight 
on, our forces grow more mature, field of action widens 

' our manifold offensive capabilities in revolutionary war 
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expand, eventually to defeat the enemy's forces and foll 
Ms military strategy, break up his power at various levels, 
and win power in its entirety for the people. 

II. To rely essentially on our own forces; while striving to 
aecure international help. 

This Is also a general rule. It marks a new develop­
ment In our Party's art of conducting the war, compared 
with previous historical periods. Considering revolution 
the work of the masses, it expresses the unshakable cori­
fldence of our Party in the power of our people and nation. 
rt also proceeds from the idea that the Vietnamese revolu­
ti.on is part and parcel of the world revolution and is 
closely bound up with the revolutionary movement 
of the world's peoples. It knows bow to tum to a~ 
count the favourable factors of our time to secure victory 
tor the revolution and the revolutionary war in our coun~ 
try, and at the same time to bring our contribution to the 
revolutionary cause of the world's peoples. 

The triumph of revolutionary war in our country is 
essentially due to internal causes : the judicious line of 
our Party, the sacrifices endured by our armed forces and 
people on the battlefields, our nation's political, moral and 
material capabilities, the Immense advantages of human, 
geographical and climatic factors in a national war fought ' 
on our own soil. 

And so, fully assuming its responsibilities with regard 
to the destiny of the nation :md resolved to " rely essen­
tfolly on our own forces," our Party has creatively appJied 
Marxism-Leninism to the conditions of our country, cor­
rectly and independently deftned its general line and milit­
ary line, and mobilized and organized all the forces of 
our people and our country with a view to winning vie­
t.ory. The Vietnamese people must stand up and carry out 
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tht- resiatance themselves in order to gain national inde­
pendence and freedom, without waiting for anyone else to 
do it for their sake. Our people's tremendous victories are 
due In the first place and essentially to the heroic stntggle, 
full of self-abnegation and sacrifices, waged by our armed 
forces and the entire Vietnamese nation. 

At the same time, those victories cannot be divorced 
from the support and help extended to us by the revolu­
tionary peoples of the world. The world revolutionary 
movement has brought about objective conditions highly 
favourable to the Vietnamese revolution. Ever since the 
difficult beginnings of their struggle for national liberation 
u~der the banner of the Party, our people ha,•e benefited 
by the support and help, either direct or indirect, of the 
brother peoples of the socialist countries and the world's 
revolutionary peoples, on the political, moral and material 
planes.• The policy of union on the international plane 

•· advocated by our Party has brought us the broad and 
strong help, sympathy and support of our brothers and 
friends on the five conttrients. 

·'· .• In our time, the socialist camp has become the dE'ter-
ml~ing factor in the development of human society ; the 
atruggle for peace, nat.ional independence, democracy and 
aociallsm is in full swing everywhere in the world. U.S.• 
led Imperialism is assailed everywhere without respite. 
Our people must and ~n turn to full account the favour­
able factors of our time in order to strengthen their posi­
~ons and increase their forces so as to defeat oil aggressors. 

· International aid must be rendered more effective by 
the efforta of. our people and our Party in the concrete 
conditions of our country. Therefore, while attaching great 
Importance to this aid, we have always relied essentially 
on our own forces and combined those two factors in order 
to bring our struggle to victory. 
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MILITARY ~RT 

A very important part of the conduct of the war, milit­
ary art has to solve all problems relating to armed strug­
gle. Our military art reflects the laws of revolutionary 
armed struggle in general and those of our fight in parti­
cular, and the relation between armed struggle and politi­
cal struggle, between revolutionary war 1md armed upris­

ing. 

Our military art correctly determines the organic rela­
tionship and interaction between ·its three components: 
strategy, opeTational art and tactics, and the role of each 
of them. Strategy plays the leading role. A correct strategy 
create basic conditions for the fulfilment of operational 
and tactical missions. Conversely, only by satisfactorily 
solving tactical and operational problems and fulfilling 
r.ombat tasks can strategic objectives be attained. 

, 
l. Our military art is first and foremost the military 

art of a war fought by the entire people1 In his appeal of 
December 1946, President Ho Chi Minh said : 

••Men and women, old and young, regardless of 
religious creed, political affiliation and nationality, 
all Vietnamese must stand up to fight the French 
colonialists to save the Fatherland ! Those who 
have rifles will· use their rifles, those who have 
swords .will use their swords ! Those who have no 
swords will use spRdes, hoes or sticks ! " 
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Our military art directs the operational activity of 
the people's army and, at the same time, the military 
activity of the entire people in arms. It must correctly 
determine the task of the armed forces and armed strug­
gle in the national war waged by our people. Parallel with 
the annihilation of the enemy's military forces, armed 
struggle must constantly c.reate favourable conditions for 
the establishment and development of political bases : it 
must step up the political struggle of the masses and 
agitation work amon8 enemy troops and pave the way for 
mass uprisings. Moreover, armed struggle must take the 
utmost advantage of the success of political stru~gle and 
agitation work. To this end the armed forces must grasp 
the tasks and requirements of the political struggle in each 
locality and actively support them. 

Therefore, as we have stressed, the close combination 
of military with political ,truggle, of combat task wit1i 
agita.tion work, of the annihilation of t1ie enemy's military 
force.s with the mobilization of the manes to wrest power, 
has long been a principle governing the operational direc­
tion of our armed forces. 

The core of our people's war is 'constituted by the peo­
ple's army with its three categories of troops. Only by 
closely combining the opeTational activities of regular 
force.s, regional forces and self-defence militia, by com­
bini1~g guerilla warfare with regular warfare and small 
engagements with medium-scale and big opeTations can we 
maintain and intensify the revolutionary war until victory. 

2- U our conduct of the war is imbued with a strategy 
of offensive, our-military art is also essentially an art of 
offensive. It is the art of offensive of the armed forces. 

In armed struggle, we try io attack the enemv as 
hard .as we can, resolutely, unremittingly, all-sidedly ~vith 
all forces, with all weapons, in all forms of tactical and 
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operatioaal engagements, on all scales, in all places and 
at "11 limes. Mobilizing the armed forces and the entlre 
people for the fighting. our military art brings Into play 
;ill our s~ills and strikes at the weak points of the adven• 
ary, each time creating a relation of. forces in our favour 
which enables us to attack the the enemy and devtlop 
our offensive posture in the whole theatre of war. N N"" 

gardJ ccimba.t methods, they Include attack and deftnc.e, 
but attack ia the chief means. When neceaary, in certain 
places. and l\t certain times, defence Is carried out. to 
support attack but it Is only parliJII and alms at enablmg 
the bulk of our forces to launch an offensive ; it is only 
a temporary means used to create conditions for switching 
over to attaclt. AJl defence task.a should be achieved with 
a dynamic, firm and persevering spirit' with the constant 
aim of seeking to attack the adversary. 

Animated by this offensive spirit, our milit.a.ry art aims 
at turning to full a,count the moral factor, the political 
,uperiority, the couf'age ond f'esotm.•eJulneu ot ou, people, 
of our dosely united nation with its high political aw~ 
ness its traditions of fearless struggle and iii mfiitary gifts. 
It ~vtlops the strong points of the socialist regime and of 
a just war waged on our own land, muku the but u.se o~ a.U 
modern Gffd nuUmentary weapons, devi.,e., highly efficient 
combat method, to defea.t cm aggres.ri-ve army supfflor in 
numbe, and ttthn.ique, but plagued by basic weaknesses 
in the political, moral and even military fields. While 
enhancing the revolutionary conscioumess, the courage 
and intelligence of our men, eorrectly handlJng the rela­
tionship between man and weaponry, laying stress on th~ 
human factor. the political and moral factor, and never• 
thelesa attaching great importance to weapon•, to the 
naterial and technical factor, our military an 11as tnfwieJ 
our armed forces and people with an ever higher dynamic 
an~ with huge ·offensive capabll!ties. 
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3. Our military art Is the art of u dtfcat.lal' a big 
fN'Ce with a smaller one." At all times, national wars 
have set our naUon an imperative strategie objective: to 
defeat an enemy having a huge army and 111 economic and 
military potential many times superior to oun. In face 
of tht, requirement, our forefathers mastered the art of 
"pitting a weak force against a stronger one," of .. defeat ... 
tng a big force with a smaller one," of "winning great 
batUes with smaU armies" in order to get the upper hand 
of huge aggressor armies or even, at times, wipe them out 
wholesale. With the present disparity of forces, especially 

· in manpowe.r and technical equipment, we rr.ust. now more 
than ever, try to "defeat a big force by using a smaller 
one.." 

In this spirit, on the operational and tactical planes we 
must know h<'W to defeat an enemy superior in number 
and armament. and to concentrate our forces to annihJlate 
him when necessary. To crush n big force with a smaJler 
one means to •Win sJgnlflcant success: over it with s lesser 
force, which does not exclude medium-scale and great 
battles. With only a smaller force~ our forefathers often 
wiped out In a single engagement thousands and even tens 
of thousands of enemy troops, With small but seasoned 
units OUr Southern army and people have annihilated or 
put out o1 action, in a single battle, one regiment or even 
one brigade, or destroyed tens ol aireraf~ hundreds of 
armoured vehicles, U\ousands and tens of thc,usands o1 tons 
of fuel and munitions. LUtewise, In the North, In many 
engagements we have opposed small units Qf militia, A.A. 
artillery or fighter planes to important air force units of 
the enemy and downed hi, p)anes with but little ammu• 
nition. 

When coneentration of force,s it needed, we must lmow 
how to deploy and use them in a most rational way to 
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obtain a maximum striking power in order to crush the 
adversory by sweeping offensives. Our operational conduct 
requires th3t in each batUe we must fight fTom n p0,itio11 
·ot &trength, achieve 8Uperiority, create a global force 
1tronger than that of the en.emy io Q.8 to wipe him o u&, 
by adequately organizing our forces, bringing into. full 
play ou_r c:ourage and resource.fulnCSS, making the best use 
or our armrunents, choosing an ingenious and etfl.ctcn~ 
comb,t method, securing and maintaining such condltlons 
as to ch&ck the enemy's power and favourite eombat me­
thods, drive important hostile forces into passivity nnd 
expose them to our blows. 

C. One of the leading principles o( our military art 
ls to try by nery mcana to annihilate the enemy. Flghtlng 
him with a high offensive spirit and a sma~l force, we 
must attain the goal of all operational activity: to wipe 
out the hostile military forces. 

Paraf.el with the destni.cUon and attrition of small 
detachments of the enemy by guerilla warfare throughout 
the war theatre, our regular armed forces must resolutely 
smash ever more important enemy forces. They must be 
determln,d to , hall.,. etlff big9e,- unlt, of Ihle enemy, 
capture pri,ontT,, ,eue weoJ)Oftl ond eontro'l th.e ba.ttltfteld 
tohHe ,uDering on.ly minimum lone,. 

The hosUI~ military forces include mon.po\Ott, war 
means and rear ba.se.t. While manpower Is the essential 
element. war means and rear bases also constitute very 
Jmportant components of imperialist armies. While anni• 
hllatlng the enemy's manpower, we must destroy hia war 
means and rear bases, ~pecially the more import.ant one:s. 

Our trmed forces must cCM>rdinate their action with 
our political forces to crush his administration at all levels, 
smash bia local apparatus ot coercion, and dlsJntegrate his 
armed u civilian" organizations. 
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, By destroying· and disintegrating his m.lllt.ary and 

political forces (both regular and regional t roops) , his 
manpower, war means and rear bases, shaUcring both h11 
ordinary and his crack units, we can weaken the enemy 
ln every respect. With a small force we can deal him very 
bard blows, Inflict upon him very heavy los,e,., check his 
strong points and thwart his favourite combat methods, 
thereby -o-agorously pus.tung ahead our all--out war ot re,­

sistance. This is also the m0$t rational and efficient way 
to defeat an enemy having a huge manpower and an abun• 
dant m odern equipment, 

S. Our military art Is that of fighting with dynamic 
and initiative, determination and flexibility, resourc.efulnea. 
and c:reativencsa, making the best use of secrecy Md 1111'• 
prise. 
I 

Fired with a high offen$lve spirit, our armed forces 
and people constantly display zeal and initiative, seek out 
the enemy to go at him and fight him with d~terminatlon, 
always starting from ·a posture ol strength. 
1 11(1• ! ,. , f • I r • • , I , 

Each combat acUon of our armed forces i!ld people is 
fnsp1;~ by g~,u~ral ru.los h'om our military ·art i however, 
the war unfolds in a most diverse and chan,ging way accord• 
ing to each stage and the concrete situation of each theatre 
of opcraUons as regards troop numbers, population, terrain 
and climate. So our military art requires much resour~ 
lulness and creaUveness. Only by bringing them Into full 
play on the bas.is of the thoroughly revolutionary 3pirit of 
the proletariat, of ardent love tor the fatherland and social• 
ism, can we earl)'. inlo effect the offensive spirit and the 
principle of defeating a big force with a smaller one in all 
cin;wu.sl.culccs. ' . . 

ln our military art. now as in the past, secrrcy o.nd 
iurprise constitute a striking feature. An.lmaled by a tirm 
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determination to drslroy the enemy, knowing how to rely 
on the population and having a high sense of discipUne, 
our armed forces always operate unexpectedly cont-eming 
the direction of attack, targets, time, deployment of troops, 
size of . the engagement, d>mbal methods, etc. WhHe re­
luting the impe.riaUsta' thesis ac:-cordlng to which ••surprise , 
decidt>S the outcome of a war," we nevtrt.heless set great 
store by the surprise element for the annihilation of the 
enemy. In strategy as well as in tactics, it has enabled our 
armed forces and people to win great victories, 

Based on ,all those conceptions) the art of people's war 
has successfuJly solved many prob1em, of ,t,-attgy, opera.· 
tional con.duct and tact:ic,. by adapting itself to the specific 
conditions of each of our wars of llberatlon or national 
defence. 

1. First, we must vigorously impel the operational 
activity of the thtee categorie;, of troops serving as Ole 
tore of people's war, and wage both guerilla and reeular 
wa-rfare by clonly combininc them in' the most effident 
way. 

While oo-ordinatlon between armed forces and politl• . 
cal /orces. between armed struggle and poJitlcal struggle 
and belween revolutionary war and armNI uprising, is the 
main content of the method 9f conducting lhe war in the 
field af armed struggle, cc>ordinaUon belween gueri11a ,nd 
regular warfare Is the fundamental content of the art of 
moblllzlng lhe entire people to fight. 

Guerilla warfare is the form of armed struggle of the 
large masses of people. The entire people up in ;;1rms : this 
characteristic of our people's war makes: guerilla warfere 
develop·extensively, deeply, vigorously and multifariously. 
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tJ:·. Using guerilla ftghttng, the various popular strata and 
ethnic groups fight the enemy In lhelr own localities, with 
all weapons and me.ans available, in all places and at all 
time,. Hence t:.tuerilla warfare develops a great strate-glc 
!.~on by wearing down and destroying the enemy's fol'CE's, 
dispersing them to the utmost and upsetting their l'trategic 
batUe-array, while creating an advantageous strategic 
l)OSture for us, and protecting and tempering the revolu• 
tiOnAry mas~. Not only is gueriHa warfart of great 
iirategic Importance, it has also a great re\·olutionary 
sfgrijficance : it enable, tht r~olutionanj moJte.s to start 
partial u-pri,i119s and wre1t back po,.oer at gra,aroots lt'Vel, 

,11 At the start, when the revolutionary people launch 
Partial uprising, they have only small armed forces and 

· c8n only wage guerilla warfare. To maintain our offensive 
posture and foil the enemy's counter--0ffenstves,, we must 
unceasingly widen guerilla warfare and partial uprisings, 
build an ever stronger regular army from regfonal forces, 
Uld pus from guerilla to regular warfare. Only regula-r 
-io'artar'e- in which regular trooP5i C\rQrdinating the 
actions of various arms in great battles, coope,rate with 
iegfonal troops, miUUa and guerilla units and the political 
tOrces of the entire people - can wipe out sizable forces of 
the enemy, liberate vast areas and win greater and greater 
W« es, Uius creating conditions for the war to develop 
by leaps and boundt. 

' f In our revoluUonary war, guerilla warfare constilutes 
the·buis of regular warfare. Regular warfare m.tst always 
be closely co-ordinated with guerilla warfnre and foil 311 
the enemy's efforts so &$ to help guerilla warfare maintain 
and develop, Only when guerilla warfare e.xpAnds ca.n 
regular warfare fully develop and progress. The close ~ 
OrdinaUon between the three categories of troops, the 
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mutual $upport betw<?eu the two forms of warfare ...nd 
their co-ordination with political struggle and other a5Pects: 
of the struggle contribute to the vJgorous expansion of 
the might of people's· war. 

Gu.triUa warfare mmt adoance io regular warfare and 
r.hc two must be closelv co--ordfna&ed. This is a general law 
'-)f our protrac-ted revolutionary war. The problem in the 
conduct or the war is to know when and where to tum 
gue.rllla warfare into regular Warfare, to CCH)tdinate them 
closely and appropriately in each period and on each batUe­
fleld so as to enable them to develop unceasingly and in• 
crease -their strategic efficacy, 

Should the enemy venture to invade North Vtet·Nnm 
our thne categories of troops being ready, regular war­
fare and guerilla warfare would be !ought simultaneously 
right {~m the beginning in close co-ordination with each 
other. 

2. To enable all combat forces to develop their figh t~ 
ing ability to the fullest extent, it is necessary to build an 
ndvanlUKeoua stratc1ic posture. The development of guc­
rUla and re-gular warfare, together with political struggle 
and armed uprising, creates favourable conditions tor U'le­
bulldlng of an advantageous strategic posture. To build a 
fauourcble 1trategiC1 posture for us, and drive-the eTW:my 
into a disadvantagtou, at-rategic posture, is a mo.tt import,, 
ant proolem in military art. 

The strategic forces of each belligerent need to be 
appropriately deployed in order to develop their power 
fully. Ioperialhan wage.s its wars of aggression with regu­
lar kffllles abundantly provided with modern armaments 
and tecimical means on a large scale.. Thes,e lorces must 
00 depbyed on a definite !rontline. In our revolutionary 
war we rely on the strengt.h. of the whole country, with 
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lhe people's armed forces as the core, to fight the aggressor 
on our own soil. Mobilizing our entire people, we therefore 
~ate,a potitical and milUo.ry encirclement o.nd offensive 
right In the areas oocupied by lbe enemy. By co-<>rdinaUng 
poliUcal struggle with armed ,rtruggle, armed uprising 
with revoluUonary war, goerllla warfare with regular 
W'artarc, and by cerordinating our activities in the U1ree 
1t.nt..:gk zones - - mounki.ln regions, pblns, and citi(?S­
we create a posture in which the force, of the two ride, are 
intfJ'locked like Che ho.i-r tDith the teeth of 4 comb. · 

The enemy's modem armies are sliced up. surrounded 
and attacked lr'Om all sides and everywhere; he can ftnd 
no safe place in a war with no frontllne, no rear, no de .. 
finile fircline but wilh an ubiquitous batllefield. Engulfed 
in the ocean o( people~, war, the enemy gtls his ears stop­
ped and his eyes blindfolded, hits only vacuums and can­
not apply his favourite combat methods. His forces are 
dispersed and weakened. His numerous troops and ehund-
3nt ma'lerial fail to give the expected res·Jlts. Conversely, 
our armed And political forces can besiege the enemy, 
attack hJm and rise up everywhere. Thus they can engnge 
in vigorous action, keep constant lnittative and suteess• 
fully attack at the place and time ot their choke. 

Therefore, despite his superiority tn manpower and 
material, the onemy Is Incapable of pulling up a ,olid de­
fence everywhere. Hi.J • disperted and poulve strategic 
battlEHJ.rray sh.ow, many weak points a.~ shortcoming,. 
Relying on their advantageous strategic posture, our arm­
ed forces and people can field approprial• forces to deal 
him unexpected and hard blows. 

ln the course of development of our armed and pollt· 
ic-al forces, the three categories of troops take shape and 
grow up in all theatres of operations. To defeat an adver­
sory having a high mobility, we mu.st d,ploy our rtgula.r 
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troops, ngional force, and political force, and closely co­
Qrdina.fe their action. in vital 1tntegic placet. With such a 
posture, we cnn at will deal hard blow& at the enemy on 
important theatres whJle he ls assailed wherever he sets 
foot. Despite the adversary's modem means of transport­
ation, our troops, operating on their own ~iJ, are more 
combat-ready. 'fhanks to thJs dispos:ltion, when American 
troops landed in /oree to invnde oor tountry In 1965, ou r 
armed forces and people immediately attacked them wher­
~ver they set foot, developing an offensive strategy which 
caused heavy losses to the enemy and foiled his two dry, 
season counter--offensives. 

:t Judidously to determine the direction and time cf 
the offensive. 

With o. given force, lf we attack In a certain direction, 
we con wJ~ out a given enemy force, but the effect on 
the s-lt1ution as a whole may be only mediocre, suecHS 
being at best tactical or operational ; on the other hand, if 
we attack in another dJrecUon, our biows can be highly 
effecth·e and we can win a success of strategic significance. 
Our people's armed struggle is rich in examples of victoriH 
due to the judicious determination or the direct.Jon or 
Attack Jn Uprising and war. The choJce of the direction or 
strategic at.lAck is a great problem of mllllary art. 

Tlie choice of th• tim• of alulck, together with that of 
the direction of attack has a decisive impact In uprising 
and a great importance in war. We mu:st at.t..ck the enemy 
when his forces are dispersed, when he is not on his guard 
or when he is in a f\x. N he cannot cope with the situation 
he can be easlly annihilated. 
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◄, To choose the most effec.tive ~mbat mdhocb: while 

determining the most appropriate forrns of organiution 
and mtthod.1 ol utlng our forces. 

Together with the detenninat1on ot strategic tasks, we 
must apply combat methods and forms of using our force.to 
that are suited for each situation and for the baJanc:e of 
forces and other strate-gic conditions fn each period. 

OurJng the preparation of the August Revolution, to 
promote guerJlla warfare which had become a strategic 
Lask, our Party elaborated appropriate combat method$ 
( "dispersal or regroupJng according to eirrumstances," 
0

ambush." "surprise attack'') and appropriate forms of 
organization (clandestine armed groups, guerilla detach­
ments) . 

' In the first years or the war of resistance against the 
French colonialists, to promote and step up guerilla war,. 

fare behind the enemy•, lines w~ adopted arm~ propa­
ganda and guerilla activitiH of various scopes with 
1Uch organizational fonns aa armed propaganda pla­
toons, autonomous rompanles and mobile battalions. 
S!ep by step we mounted small operations by regular 
Fegiments in ~rdination with regional forces, while in 
the enemy's rear we launched guerilla operations. Later, 
we engaged in operations of a larger scale with mobile 
ffrfare and attacks on fortified positions in co-.ordinatton 
with gueriJJa activitle:s.. To apply these combat methods, 
re,ular troops were organiied Jnto dlviafons (mainly com­
posed 'of inrantry) operaUng in co-ordinatJon with special­
lz,d amu. 

In South Viet Nam, during their operations and up­
rblnp, our armed torces and peopJe hav(! workNt out 
multiffflous com.bat methods, highly t.fflclent and thor­
oughly suited for the situation of the the:itre of operations. 
Id.•the course of the war. there have graduilly appeared 
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many kinds of operations with a newer and newer con­
Lent : guerilla operations and regular troops' campaign in· 
co-ordination with regional armed forces and political -
forces of the masses, att.acldng the enemy in all strategic 
a:,ectors. To apply these combat methods, we have built up 

' a.n adequate organ~zation for the use of such forces. 11 
In North Viet Nam, the ingenious combat methods oj 

tOle anti-aircraft forces belonging to the three categories ~ 

o.f troops and their appropxiate· organization and use hav:c, 
greatly contributed lo U,e victory over the US war of dc­
i1i'\lctl611. · ; 

. ' 
Thus, with appropria:te comb«t methods, appropriate or-

gani.iation a:nd uie o/ force,, we can succen/uUy cany ovt 
our strategic ta,ks. 

By determining suitable con,bat methods Jn a timely 
way, we can increase the c-apacities of our forces to attack 
and desh'oy the enemy, thwart his combat. methods and 
tactics, and foil his strategic plans and dtilgns. It b im~ 
portant t.o C<>-Qrdinate the various combat methods cl.eve~ 
ly and in a way suited to the specific condiUons of any, 
given place, time and stage of the war. We must ,dlrect 
t:he evolution of those m .. thods and replace the ob6olele, 
ones when neceuary. The· organization and execution .. oft 

ope:raUons and combat& ·must unceuingly develop; we 
must turn to advantage tho experience acquired while 
watching out for all eventual changes and constantly rely-· 
in g oi1 practice to improve our 1t..rategic, operational and: 
tactical direction. We should neither make use of old ex~ 
perk·nces in a mechanical wny nor cling to obsolete com:-1 
bat methods. ,. 

It is also important to settle satis!actorlly the pr,oblem 
oJ organization and uie of jorcu. By constantly improving 
the organitalion of forces to suit the requirements of com-> 
bat methods, we have a good or;S"aniz.ational basls on wh!ch' 
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to apply the latter on the battlefield. At pruent, with the 
ever--grewing political awareness of our armed forces and 
population 1and the building up of their technical equip­
ment, our combat methods as well as our organization and ,~ . .. 
use of f orces become rich.er and more fecund in content . . ' .. 
day ~r day. The co-ordination · of various am1.s gives 
b1.~ · ~ more and more effl~icnt forms. We must direct 
the org.anJz.aUon and use of forces in such a way as to 
brlnlinto (ull play ·th~ role of each service, each ann as 
well as each category of troops In order to meet the ever­
i 'l\)Ving combat reqµlremenlf, 

1 ~, ' 5. 'UnceMin,:ly to raise to the utmost the Hmbat .. ., ... 
efftciency of ou_r a.rmed forces. 
""' . 
t h In the wars we have fought, the imperialist aggressors 
have set in motion a huge war machinery but have not 
been· able to fulfil their strategic. tasks, and finally have 
lieen· i...iten. On the battlefield they usually deploy big 
!OiCes but 'fail· to wipe out oun and achieve their opera-
tlonal 'g.oals.' For our p•rt, in various circumstances, we 
'!ive1vi~riowsly fought against more numtrous and bel1er 
llQuJpped ·· forces, annihilated them and thwa~ their 
pl- inftlcting upon thorn very heavy losses. The enemy 
¢an.not bring int.o play his combat efficiency while we can 
deVelop oun. 

The rta.aon ii that tl,e organization of ou.r /orcu is rar 
Uonat, t1teir numbers adequate and their quality high, that 
we h4t)e acquired an advantage:ow posture, and that we 
poutu ingeniou, a-nd efficient comba.t method, which 

't'~lfr~ u, to bring into full play our mig1lt and ~t the 
e,tem!I• 1Dtc:tkne,,-1e,. We prevent hinl irom developing his 
elJ!deocy by.fighting with Initiative and energy, determi­
Qat.ion and flexiblHty, secrecy and! suddenness. 
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Our blows hit home and annihilate his fore«, w.\if• h, 
1tTike1 at vacuum and camt.ot deatroy u.t, lhe efficiency of 
his troop; not being in propor t.lon lo their numbers. . . 

To use.. the combat efficiency of troop&. ~ must not 
base ourselves solely on the resulta of each battle. For 
there are key battles in which the enemy must be wiped 
?ut at any cost whatever the difftculties may be, btcause 
they pave the way for the vii;tory of a whole campaign, 
These victorious battles have a great efficiency. 

The abov~mentloned problems have been set and solv­
ed In our national history. To fight small engagements be­
fore waging gre-at balUes In order to win the final victory 
in a protracted war; to co-ordinate smaJl engagements 
fought by regional forceo with great battles fought by the 
army ; to seek by all means to build on advantageous 
posture in the war so as to weaken then annihll&te a 
stronger adversa.ry ; to choose the propltlous direction and 
moment to dt.al the decisive blow ; to apply bold combat 
methods, rapidly move an army to suddenly strike a de­
cisive blow at the enemy"s nerve centres so as to win great 
lightning victories: such are the striking features of the 
mJlitary art of Ly Thuong Kiet, 'i'r'an Hung Dao. Le Loi. 
Nguyen Trai, Nguyen Hue. Our military art has inherited 
the military knowledge and skill of our people and raised 
them to a higher level, thus imp11rting an invincible 
strength to people's war. 

• 
• • 

This is the main content, and these are the Jeading 
thoughts and principles, the problems and rules in the ron• 
duct ot the war and the mUltary art of our people, de­
rived from the praclice of combr1t durJng the tast decades. 
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Closely rel.;ited to one another and forming an indlvi.s.lble 
whole, these problems are essentially experiences of na­
tional liberation war. 

~ War Is the fiercest test of strength between 'the forces 
of two sides in d>ncre~ objet"tive conditions. Our Party 
has made a thorough analysis of the objective condithns 
at wor, accuritely assessed our forces and those of the 
ttlemy, elaborated the laws of development of war, ruc­

. cess!ully applied our mode of condt1ct of w,ar and our rrclit­
~ art. and played n decblve role in tha victorious eon-
frontatlon o! our people with the aggressor armies of three 

.., lmp!!rialist powers. 

:.~ Correct appralnl of the enemy's fo~ and our c;wn 
is a fundamental problem. A great achievement of our 
Party is its ability to aue.-, tlie rela.'tion of force, between 

. the e1iemy and tu1 in a ,cientific way, and to do it in con• 
crete sJtuatlon.s nnd specific circumstances. ., 

The assess.ment of the relation between the oppo5lng 
forces must be mulU•sided and go deep into the eJsence 
o/ things : on. the ,nilita"1) and political planes. in. quantity 
dnd quality i it mtm take into account not only the 1tre11gth 
o/ the army but also that o/ the rwolutionary people; it 
mtut discern not only tlte enemy's 1trong point, and our 
toeaknesse,, but alto all our · strengths and all lais totak 

__ points. 

,> · The appraual o! tht fighting capacity of the two parties 
mu.tl be b4.ted not only on th.e forces jacing ea.ch other, 

but cdio on t-heir respt:c-tiue $-trateg-ic postuns, not only on 
each side', .stf'engtA and posture, but also on it, combat 
t//iciency ; not only ou the opposing jOTce, i n the whole 
of the operational 1heatre but abo tho.se in t-ad~ f'egional 
theatre. The rela.tion o/ /orce, bet.ween u.s and the en.tut!/ 
m111t be asse,sed flOt only in V1tt Nam but also in the 
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world. Only an appraisal made at every Jevel enables us 
to ~curately assess the capacity of each party and to use 
till our potential on the batt.lefield. 

Tile Cl$$enment o/ t.he relation o/ forces must be di.a.lee• 
tic, a nd we must foresee alt the changes and leaps likely 
to llrcppe,n in the course ot the war. 

It is of great. importance that, together with this at• 

se.Mment, we accuratdy apprai:u: ,10: 1,;vndu.ct o/ the wor 
by each betugerent, con,front the incomparable elJttt'I c,f 
<"<»""'CCt hne toiil, tlt0$e oJ the enemy's erroneous line, the 
efJtcis of our superior 1niUtary art with tl10,e of his na.c• 
tion.ary and obsolete military art. 

It is on the basis of this objective appraiscl) of the 
enemy and ourselves made according to a correct view~ 
point that our Party has Jed our people to rise up ag{lin.st 
the aggressor and brought into full play lls talents in the 
condt•ct of the war so as lo win victory. 

In the wars waged in our country, tile two 1ide.s reJy 
on different force,, have di11erent .strengths end weak• 
neue.,, excel in different mct11od1 of .st-ruggle o.nd IM1H 
dijJerent strategic plons. 

The striking feo.tuTe in our conduct oJ th~ war 1.8 thin 
tve know Jiow to develop our ,night and carry out 011.r 
11ldhods oJ struggle, prevent the enemy /1'om deuek>pikg 
his might and carrying out hi1 ja1'oarite metliods o/ strug• 
gle, directly hit hi.s toeak poinls with our strong potni.s, 
grcduaUy wipe out his force.s a.nd foil alt his 1trategic 
scf.vnes on an ever larger ,cale, eventually to defeat Jdm 
completely. · 

Faced with our Party's superior mllltary line and cor­
rect conduct or the war, taced with uur l'\:'Vvlt/:f iovlncible 
force, the enemy is at. last driven to impotence. He WllDt& 
a lightning war but must fight a long war. He wantN lo 
co1nbat on definite !rontUne-s but must accept a war in 
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whie:h the belligerent forces interlock. He wants to keep 
the initiative, bring his might to bear and make war on 
his terms, but must passively cope with our might and 
our combat. methods. He wants to launth offensives, but 
must act on the defensive. He wonts to annihilate our 
forces, but his own is sertou.sly worn down. His strategic 
goals founder one after another jn an e•er more lamenl­
"blc w:a.y. The more cf?orL:i, he makec, Lhe more setb:a.oks 
he sufftts; the more he escalates, the heavier his failure. 
And so it got$ until his final defeat. 

Thus a big nation having a considerable force oi ag .. 
gress:ion with ;;i modern equipment may be perfectly beaten 
by a small but resolute people with ingenious and efficient 
combat methods, o. people who are cou-rageous and intelli­

. gent, a.re detennined to fight and know how to fight 

U.S. imperialism now S(!eS Its militar, lhtses collapse : 
0 Numbers deride victory," "equipment and armamenl111 
make victory,'"' ., the air force is the decisive factor!' Gone 
Is the myth o( the •• fantastic might" of the U.S. nrrny. 

Wilh an appropriate mode of condutt of the war and 
military art, the Victnames~ people ha\'e won great vie• 
tories, brillfantly m.at•uializing this profound thought ex­
press«! by Bng•ls 120 years ago : 

0 
• • A people eager to wr~sL back independence 

should not confine themselves 1,.0 routine modes 
o{ war prosecution. Mass insurrection, revolut1on. 
a ry warfare, ubiquitous guerHla delachmenL,, such 
is the only met.hod which maket it. possible for a 
small nation lo beat n bigger one.: n weaker army 
to l"flsfd J11 9trong('r tmrl h•lt"'r cc-g;inl7.WI." I 

1. f'. En~IJ. St lback.i, of d1t Pi~dmo11Ct•t Pwplt, Nt'.tle Rhtlni!1b 
z.,.1um1, 1849. 
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CHAPTER Vll 

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY : 

THE 1:!SSENTIAL FACTOR OF VICTORY 

President Ho Chi Minh said : 

H$oon after ils birth, our Party organized and led the 

heroic movement of the Nghe-Tinh Soviets. 

•• At the age of twelve, it organized the guerilla move­
ment against th(>- French and the Japanese. 

"When fifteen, it organized nnd led the August Re­
volution and brought it to viclory. 

.. When sixteen, lt led the war of resisUlnce against 
the French colonialists, which ended in triumph eight years 
later.• 

'Ioda_y our people are conducting against the American 
aggressors: the greatest war of resistance in our nalion's 

history. 

The history of the struggles for liberallon waged by 
our people over a century shows that in our epoch only 
under the leadership of the party of the working class 
can a national liberation war, a revolutionary WAr o( a 
truly popular character be launched, organized and Jed to 
comi;lete victory. Th.e leader,hip o/ our Party U the e.-se-n· 
tial /,actor wlttc'1 occouni, for &Ile tJfctory of ihe peopr~•d 

uprbing, oJ the people'• tutlr waged to open Ott toay ,., 
socialism and de/end iu ochievtm.ffltl. 
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The reason is that our Party is a new•type party o/ the 
Vietnomtse working ctau, a party with a thoroughly re• 
volutionary spirit, a scient.i6c theory-Marxism-~nln­
lsm - a close.knit organization, a strict discipline and 
close ties with the masses. 

Our P11rty was born of the 11Uiance o( Marxism• 
Leninism with the workers·' movement and the national 
liberation movement in Viet Nam. Since its birth it has 
htld undivided leadership of the revolution. The party of 
the working class, it is also the party of the nation. Nowa• 
days only the party of the working class - the most re. 
volutionary class, which represents the socialist mode of 
production, the fundamental interests of fae broad masses 
of the working class and peasantry, of the 1oiling people. 
the fundamental and long-term interests of the ruilion­
tan assu1ne the role of genuine lc,ider o( the nation, uphold 
the banner of national independence and democracy, bring 
the national and democratic revolution to success ond our 
tountry lo socialism : only such a party can mobilize our 
people to rise up and wage a revolutionary wc1.r unti.l 
victory. 
' • ' , In Viet Nam, our Party alone has had the revolution. 
ary courage to resolutely lead the masses to s tand up and 
break the yoke ot the colonialists and feudalists, to over• 
come all difficulties and hardships and defeat strong and 
fierce imperialist aggressors, inc1udlng U.S. Imperialism -
the ringleader of an Imperialisms and the ent>my nurnber 
one of the world's peoples - to fulfil at all costs the tasks 
of the revolu1.ion. Our Party has become o party experien 4 

ced in leadlng an all•people uprising and ~pJe's war, 
having • judicious and creative revolutionary line, • solid 
knowledge of the laws of revolution and rtvolutJonary war 
and guiding the implementation o( its political and mlli~ 
tary line ii' a resolute, bold and scientific manner. 
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Closely aSSQ<lated with the masses ol the peopl•, it 
constitutes the firm core of the all-people united struggle. 
Hence it cm mobilize broader and broader forces of the 
nalion and tfosely rally them around It so ns to overcome 
all trials and lead the revolutionary war to victory. 

Th~ lea.cltnhip of our Party in the all-people uprising 
and people's war can be seen ~nt of all in the defining ol 
judicious political and military line$, of the fundamental 
as well as immediate tasks and goats of the revolution, in 

the elaboration and application of revolutionary methods 
of a.ction, organizational forms, methods an4 mean, of 
struggle and of the most appropriate, efficient and revotu­
Uonary tactics as mentioned above. 

ThUI leaCership can also be seen in the following prob• 

le.ms : 

L To realiu a 111:ttained and awe,epin1 political mobiUu.• 
tion of the Party, the army and the people, foster and pro• 
mote Vietnamese revohatloaary heroism, enhance the deter­
mination to fl1ht and to win, create the greateat poliUc-o­
morM force in order to triwnpb o•er the eneDty~ and falfil 
at all coat.I •oth the coAls set for eMh pe,iod ,md the Onal 
aims of the revolution, 

Said Lenin: 

•• In the Hnat analysis, victory _in any war depends 
on the spirit animating the muses that spill their 
own blood on the field of battle ... The real.iution 
by the muses ot the cau5cs and alms of the war 
is 4,( tremendous importaneo and enitures vlctory.''1 

. · - 1~ v.L Lenin: Coltecle1 Work#, Vol. 31, PrO&l'e'SS PubU.sbt'l'+ 

MotCOW, lteC. p , 131, 
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True to this teachlng, in the conduct ol people's war, 

011~ P41'ty ho, always Ht illelf this euenliol g«1i : to incul­
cate upon tbe ,naue, its geueral U11e and revolutionary 
t,1Uk1, tlte political ufm of tlae WaT, to carry ou.t a continual 
political mobilization of the ffMUUa and to reinforce the 
polit-ico,..,noral factor of tPte reuohttion.a.ry war. 

The poHtko--moral atrength in. a war i, ~-rd and /O'l'e­
n~,t determined by tl,e 'l'et10lution4rv. line, the politico& 
aun. of tl,e W01', The revolution• ry line of our Party and 
the political aim of the war re.fleet the law ol evolution 
of history, the profound aspirations of our people, in the 
first place of the worker•peasant muses. Once thlS line 
has permeated the mdfles it. arouses dete.nninfltion nnd 
finn will, and becomes a powedul motive force of the war, 
our Party has patiently and systematically in;:ukated the• 
revolutionary line and tasks and the 11im of the war upon 
its member!, the a.nny, the ~pie and taught them to 
correctly uses, the relation of forces in presence, to see 
the trend of evolution and grasp the characttr of the re­
volutionary war, a protracted and arduous but certainly 
victorious one. lt has unceasingly intenslf\ed political 
education and ideological guidance among the am1y and 
the people, enhanced th<!'fr class and n;itiond conactous­
ness, patriotism, love for the new regime - the people's 
democratic regime and \.he socialist regime - an,J pr,;,le­
tarian internatlonaUsm, It has popularized the g.reat truth 
expressed by Pr .. ident Ho Chi Minh - "Nothing is more 
precious than independence and freedom" - and his deter­
mination to fight - "Rather sacrifice everything than lose 
our independence and fall back into slavery." 1t hu ex­
alted complele dcdlcaUon to the Fatherland. lt hu con­
~t-.i,Lly • truggled ag.,_jMt deviations A.r.Jt Md lorc:mo.t 
right deviations, in particular any wavering J'l l~e of an 
arduous and protracted war. 
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The Party has succeeded in cultlvaling and enhancing 
revolutfonary heroism among all Vietnamese. Brought to 
its highest point, collective heroism has become a new 
virtue for millions of people whether in the army or among 
the people, at the front-line and in the rear, In all combat 
posit-ions, in aU fie.Ids of revolutionary war. 

Vietnamese revolutionary heroism is the a.s!ocintion 
of the revolutionary nature of the working das, w'ith our 
fine national traditions. It consists of couroge and com­
plete dedication ; it spurs one to face any force, donger 
or dltflc11lty ; enhanced by intelligence and skill, it enables 
one to devise revolutionary courses of action, appropriate 
forms o( struggle, and efficient "',:Ombat methods so as 
to defeat the enemy in all fields, In the pra1se he bestowed 

on the peoplo's armed forces - a prai5,e which could be 
bestowed on our entire people - President Ho Chi Minh 
thus defined revolutionary heroism : "To &triue 10 fulfil 
any icuk, overcome any di/fietcUy, a-nd defeat any enemy." 

Vietname5e revolutionary heroism reflects the firm will 
of our peopJe to gain independence and freedom, and to 
sateguard the achlevernents of the revolution. Our pet>pJe. 
who have suffered untold miserles under the old regime, 
are resolved to ftght to the end to .;,rest back and defend 
the independence and freedom brought them by the new 
regime. 

Vietname,:e revolutionary heroism is the product ot 
profound educ.ation combined with daily training in theory 
and ideology, of revolutionary thoughts and feelings. It. 
vividly expreSies perfect awareness ot the revolution~ry 
tasks and the aim of the war, ardent pRtrlotism. deep 
hatred oJ the enemy, determination to fight and win, un­
shakable faith in the Party and President Ro Chi Minh. 
confidence in lhf'\ might and the heroic tn•ditions or the 
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nation and the working class and in the combat cap:icity 
of both the colleetive and the individual. 

Vietnamese revolutionary heroism reflects the im­
mense mora, strength ol our people, of our nation, of the 
Vlt.tnamese living in a new era and under a new social 
regime, and fighting a biller combat to defend the 1-'at.hor­
land. 

Our war methods and military art full of boldness and 
intelligence have taken shape and developed in the prac­
tice of the momentous st ruggle waged by mlllions of new 
men animated by revolutionary enthusiasm. Only by rely­
ing on revolutionary heroism and giving it f\111 se-0pe can 
our war methods and military art be translated into re­
volutionary deeds of the masses and bring about positive 
rtSults. The striking military feats of our people and ann­
ed forces. both on the fronUine and In tbl! rear, stem from 
Vietnamese revolutionary heroism, a fine result ot the 
political mobilization, the ideological edue-ation and the 
fonnlng of the new m3n by our Party. 

i. To mobilis.e all the potenllAl of people'5 war, intcn.sUy 
the war while gradually fulfilling the tasks o( the revolu­
tion, strengthen the fadon of vidory in order to brint the 
war to final victory. 

Lenin said: 

•• Victory in war goes to the side whose people has 
g~ler r~rvP.!11, e:Mal,.r flOurCH d !ttrength and 
greater endurance!' t 

1. V.J. Ltnln: Co1Jirc1td Work.t, Vol. 30. P'No.P"tU Publl.shen. 
Mo.cow. JHII, f't. 74. 
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In our wan. o1 liberation, we ;il ways "pit a small 
force against a bigger one·" and "defeat an enemy superior 
In manpower! ' To secure victory we must b1,lild a strength 
superior to that of the advenary, oppose the strength of 
our entire people, of our entire nation, to that of the (X­

peditlonary corps of the imperialist aggressors; on the 
basis of a political mobilization of the nation, our Party 
pays puticufar attention to mobilizing t1Jl the pot~oUAl of 
people's war and fostering the factors ,of its victory. 

In the war of resisblnce against the French colonialists, 
President HoChi Minh pointed out: uThe key to victory lJ 
to cement and broaden the national united fron.t, consoli­
date the WOTker-pemant alliance and people's power, rein­
force and build up the ann11, strengthen the Pa.,ty and its 
leadership in all fields." In the present war of resistance 
against American aggression, be again said : .. Our Party's 
line and policy are judicious. Our people are united and of 
one mind, our army's heroism is matchless. Moreover, we 
enjoy the devoted au.ls.lance of the fraternal socia1ist coun­
trie, and the wholehearted support of ou.r friends in all 
continents. We will win, the US aggressors will be de­
feated." 1 That is a comprehensive epitome of the factors 
"nd conditior.s guaranteeing victory for our ,evolutionary 
war in the present tlme. 

· Om· Porty has endeavoured to build and develop 311 
these factors in a systtm.atk way so os to give our nation 
the biggest strength po11lble and to win broad and active 
support from the world's peoples. 

With an eyt to this aim, -0u1· Party addresses itself in . 
particular to this fundamental problem: judiciously to d~­
tennin.e "tho -,.•latiOft- b•f1D4~ th,. 1ntlt1Uificcdion of fh• 

1. SPt«b .:tl th~ annh·erury day o( &he (oundJn1 or the ~ople._ 
.\l'my •nd the i.u.nchln~ or the natJon•wklfl w.r n( resltltnce, IM?, 
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revolutionary wcrr 4nd the yradual achievetnft.t of tl&e re­
oofulionary tuks rvm while the war i$ ,utt bring fougPit . 

For our Party, revolutionary war Is the m,st decisi.ve 
means to ensure the rcalW\Uon of the strategic: tasks of 
the revolution in the conditions of an imperialbt aggres• 
lion and counter-revolutionary war aimed at sabotaging 
cur people's revolutionary cauae. Hence, only by fully 
grasping the political aims of the war, by resolutely strug­
gling until victory and overthrowing the yoke of the Jm. 
periaUsts and their lackeys, can the fundamental objec• 
Uves of the revolution be achieved. On the other hand, in 
order to consolidate ~nd build up the rcvoluUonory forces, 
foster the factors of victory and develop the forces of war in 
all fields, our Party has led our people in accordance with 
the requirements of each period to make them step by step 
realize the tasks of revolution in the course of the war. 

Ju the war of resistance against. the French colonialiJts, 
our Party laid down the policy of "jointly ccrrying out 
fighting and natioual construction," implementing Presl• 
dent Ho Chi Minh's instruction to combat famine, iUitcracy 
and foreign aggression at th~ same thne. To foster and 
develop our people's strength in the war o1 ttlistan<"e, in 
particular that of the peasantry which constitutes the bulk 
of out· !ore~, we undertook democratic reforms and 
realized our Party's agrarian policy step by £1.ep before 
mobilizing the masses for a systematic reducl.ion of fand 
rent and for land reform. This was a correct and creative 
pollcy. 

When the American imperialists extended lhe war to 
thP. Nnrt.h r:ir out country. our Party put forward Uu:: pclicy 
of waging a 1D4r of resi.$tance tohU.e ca.rryiflg on rociaJiat 
building. Ad.aptJng our economy to the conditions of the 
war so as to intensify our economic and mlllh1ry polenthtl 
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:tnd stsblliz.e the people's living conditions, we made use 
of the tuperlority of the socialist regime in all fields to foil 
the US war of destruction and fulfil our rluUe.s ol the rear­
base towards the great Southern frontline. This was ;in .. 
othel' correct and creative policy. 

In the liberated areas of South Viet Nam, under the 
Jead-&rship of the National Front for Liberation and th~ 
ProvjJional Revolutionary Government, our people have 
struggled heroically, wrested back and defended the 
achievement.t of the revolution, fought the fflfflt.!I white 
buildin.:7 a new U/e# and ensured for our people the right 
to be masters in all fields : political, economic and cultural... 

These measurE"s have created a firm political and eco-­
nomJe basis on which to foster our ~pie's strength, 
cement the worker-peasant alliance (between the work­
Ing class and the toiling peasants in the national-demo­
cratic revolutfon, between the working class and the co­
operator peasants Jn the socl.altst revolution), strengthen 
people'! power, consolidate the national united front, 
boost the combal sklll of our people's armed forces, con­
solidate and strengthen the leadership of our Party. 

To combin.e the inten.rijicatfon of the u,ar of ntiltG:nce 
with tht gradu.al rWizat'ion. of the rnohdionary ta,k, al,o 
,n.ean., to combffle the stnngthening of the /ron.tlin.e with 
the consolidation of the rear base, to tombi11e the 1truggle 
ogoi111t the en,my urith the building and c!..,llopme,,f of 
our ow• force, in order to grow wer 1tronger ,ola.iU fight~ 
ing. 

The gradual reaJization of the revolutionary ta.ski right 
in the course of the war is also 4 fundamental mea.1ure to 
foatn and bring into /ult play the polilico-moral 1trength 
of tlie Ul.Q.$,e.S, e.~:uh V~tuu-,,u:n~ T~vh,tl<mory lurroln", 
and in1egrate it into lhe new mode of production, the new 
3()('fo1 rtgimfl of which our people are the master&. 
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3 .. To build and consolidate the •rruization of tM Party'• 
l•denhlp from to, 10 bottom, 1n the ~le'• armed fGftel 
ud in all other m.us orpaisatiou, la the armed t1111p'le 
a1 wetl •• In the poUUcal, eeonomie and cultu.ral struales. 
To emu.re an aU-sicJecl, «atnlized and unified le.denhlp 
of the Party 1n war. 

Tne leadenhtp ot the Party ts the essential factor ol 

victory i that is true and necessary for the war u a whole 
as well as for each locality and each aspect of the strug­
fle In our revolutionary war, we fight with the global 
strength of revolutionary violence, u.sing all available 
methods, fighting the enemy wherever he is, and carrying 
out at the same time combat and building. That is why in 
this protracted war of resistance our Party must create 
and perfect the organization of its leadership from top to 
bottom, in the people's armed forces and in all other forces. 
on the military front and on all other fr~ts, in order to 
meet this requirement : wherever there is ma&s ,truggle, 
there must be aU-Jnc:luslve, centralized and unified leader­
ohip by the P•rty. 

Our Paf'ty ha.a built a,ki con.solidattd !la.t organ.lza«on 
of it, ledder,hip from the Central Committee down to the 
,:ommittee.& of variOUB theatres of operations., provinces, 
districts a.nd villages. In the regular armr, the Party or­
pnizaUon goes from the Central Military Committee down 
to the company cehs. At the same time, oor Pa.rty has d~ 
ftned the relationship between the Parly organiutions In 
the army and those in the localities, thus ensuring its 
centralized and unified leadership over all forces, in all 
nelds, in each locality and in the whole country. 

In tho countryside, tho villas~ is the buie unit of 
people's W"-r with the Farly organization 0.11d its commlttff 
11 ita 1ta1T. In the pre<ent slnlggle against US aggression 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



... 
as in 1he war of re.siista.n<.-e against the .E'rench colonialisls, 
we succeeded in making each village a fortress and each 
Party «U a staff of people~, wnr. On the one hand, the 
Party organlw.tion iu the village leads the populalion in 
the ereclion of defence works, inLensification ot guerllla 
warfare and political struggle, protection of the inhabi• 
tauts, whmirig and mai.ntcnanc,: or revolutionary power, co­
ordination oI local military activities with those of the 
regular arm)· ; on the other hand, it leads the population 
in developing production, building a flew life, consolida~ 
ing the 1-ea1· bases, supplying the frontHne 1n manpower 
and material resources. The Party's political line and all 
concrete measures laid down by the Central Committee 
find their application in the village. Without the firm lUld 

-. dynamic leadership of the Party bask organlzaUon1 there 
cannot. be n powerful and lasting resisto.ncc movement 
against aggression. 

In order to bring people's war to u successful end, lhc 
leadership of t he Party at nU levels mu.st be ~ll•sided. 

It must cover all fields, ch1efty armed stn1ggle, p0liUc-.al 
struggle and a.gitaLion work among enemy soldiers, the 
building of rur military, political ~d economic fore~ as 
well as the consolidation of the people's right to be master 
of ll1e country. Protracted wars have raised our Party's 
organization.it capacity. lts organizations at nll levels have 
acquired much experience in this domain, thus ensuring 
concrete guidance over the manifold tasks ol struggle and 
na'tional construction, and realizing an 1111-sldcd, ~ntrnl­
ized ond unil\cd leade1-ship of the Party over people's war. 
All this gi\'Cs people's war the greatest efficacy and 
strength in each locality. 

Sit1<.'C 0'1e August Revolution, our Party has held 
power. Politii!ll power under the leadership of the Party 
is, for It and for the people, the most important instn1m('nt 
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to organi1.e and wage revoluUonary war. Our Party has 
unccaslng1y s trengthened its leadership over the poopJe's 
iltmed forces, the people's powrr, the national uni'..cd front, 
at all levels, and bro\lght into full play their role and their 
action. Only by so doing can we ensure on the organiza­
tional phme a general mobiliz.atlon of the forcts of the 
entire pcoµle, a mobilization of the whole nation to fight 
the aggressor. 

• 
• • 

To strengthen its leadership during the war, the Party 
must tTain and temper its cud.res a.nd members, co1l-t0Uda.tt 
itt ceUt and cons·tantJy hnpro~ tlrnir work. 

Cadre, and member, must p.ropaga.te the Party"s poli­
Ucal line ~md the concrete measures laid down by th!! 
Party: arid educate and organize the masses so that t.hey 
understand them and cnrry therh out. Thcreft>re., lheir 
preparallon and training eonslitute a key probJein to en­
sure the undivided Jee.dernhip ol the Pnrly during the 
war, a fundamental Wk of ils building. W~ mus_L con• 
slantly have a $ulfkient body or qualified cadres capable 
of meeting the requirements o( letldership in the course 
or th@ war. We musL aclively enlarge the Party member .. 
ship in order to strengLhen its leadership in all place.\ t1;nd 
guide the masses on all f ronts. 

I n the preparation and training o( Party cad1·es .. nd 
n1emben;., tile euentiai task is to heighten their c«l$s ipirlt 
ci11d vanguard clta1'ac,er. Fir,t o/ au_, tr1ey mu,c. fini,ty •'"-k 
10 IJ1e toorking cl.ass stcnd aJid In imbued witli Mar.t'18111-
Leninis111, ordent potriotism, 4 thorougllly reuofutionary 
spirit, a stt>Cld./a.t1t wiU 10 figru and .stand re(I.Ch/ W racrifice 
thnnscloes /or ,ia.t.io,uil libercrtion and 1r1t commrml$t ideal ; 
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they must constantly be in the van of the c.lass struggle 
and the national Uberation struggle. 

However bitter the fight over t.he put decades has 
proved tO be, Party cadres and members have heroically 
struggled in 111 circumstances and won deep love and great 
confidence from the people. Many have laid down their 
lives feir the independence and freedom or the fatherbnd, 
tor socialism, and for the revolutionary cause of the Party 
11.nd the people. That is a great pride and a great honour 
for our Party. 

In order to fulfil their 'tasks, Party cadre, and membff, 
1nu1t be able to lead the ma.s,e, in fighting and in all othtr 
fi•ld, of peopl•'• war. Military training be«>mes an urgont 
problem for Party cadres and members In the army and In 
other sectors as well. In the period of preparation for arm­
ed uprising, the Central Committee called on our Party 
cadr,es ,nd membres to follow military training. When the 
war of resistance against the French colonlaUsts entered 
its most diU\cult and arduous phase, the Second Party 
CongrtSS convened in 1951 decided to promote mlUtary 
training in the enlire Party and to mobilize all branches 
to serw the war of resistance. In t.he present flght against 
US aggression, Party cadres ,ind members have rapidly 
matured and acquired much exparience in armed struggle( 
in com.-nunfoation.s and transport, and in the variou.s ftelds ' 
of economic, cultural and health development in the con­
ditions of a fte.rce war. 

Thls body of Party cadres and members train~ in a 
protracted war constitutes for our Party a very valuable 
asset to bring the resistance to victory and further ad­
vance Lhe revolution. 

The cell, the bulc organization of the Party, has close 
ties with the muaes. 1t is at the same 1.ime the link be­
tween the Parly nnd the people, and the Jee1der of the 
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maaes in the prosecution of the revolutionary war. w.t the 
,raaroots level, an implacable war at all times and on 
all frcnta. We must 1tep up the activity of the cells, build 
strong cells in the army and the localities, in the coun• 

· trydde and the towns. on the fronlline and in the rear 
baa, even in the enemy-occupied areas where the bitter• 
nl •lrugglt:¥ llakc pl....:. The Parly c.,:U t, t.he 1~uc:Uns, cone 
of lhe rulalaflce ot the gra,,root, l<t>el. WU'"'11t ,trong, 
Nu.ff.Ch cmd able Pnrty celu there ca.nnot be 4 Moad and "'"°"°"' up,urge of ~opl•'• war on all front,. In Nch 
locality. in each army unit, the cell mUJt con1tanUy ensure 
etftclent leadenhip, stand ft.rm in all circumstances, guide 
the fighting and all other activities, thus providing an all­
llded, centralized and unified leadership. 

We mu,t con.solidote the PfftJI ceU a.ncl impTOVe it.I 

work In all ,ti.flds, pou great import4ince to the rduca&ion 
of ill members cine! the •%!>anrion of ill members to the 
,tr,.gt,..,,iffg of it, Committ,• aJld th& P"fecti119 of it• 
IHdtrthip. We must dosely link the cell's task of con101i­

daUon with that of. leadenhip to get Heh army unit, to 
ftght victoriously and fulfil all other tasks. fhe ct-11 must 
carry out Its task of Jeadenhip in wartime and consolidate 
11,elf through this work. During lhe protracted stn,ggle 
!'aged by our Party over the last de,cades., in all locallties, 
in many army units, on the frontUne and in an other t\e]ds 
there have emerged ·many valiant and dynamic cells, real 
steel fortresses, worthy leading oores ot poople's wu at 

lh& grassroots level. 

Guided by their experience and animated by warm 
revolutionary feelings, our people have absolute confit1ence 
In the Party, They t:ire very proud of our Party and of its 
great leader, PrHldent Ho Chi Minh. The Pru-ty is lnll• 
mately linked to the masses of the people w: .. o are closely 
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united around It. Our Party alone can judjcfously com­
bine the interes1'J of the class with those of the Vietnam­
~ natJon, ally the class factor with the national factor, 
genuine patriot.ism wilh lofty proletarian jnternational~ 
ism, continue our glorious age-old traditions nnd open for 
our people the way to a brllUant future. Our Part.y alone 
c-an mobllh:.e to the utmoot U\c forces of om• nation ('Ind 
win the greatest support from the world revolution to 
defeat the imperialist aggressors, Unceasingly to strengthen 
the le::1dership of our Party is the t!'ssential condition 
guaranteeing the victory ot people's uprlsJng and J)('OJ)lc's 
war. 

• 
• • 

Nothing is more preciou.,; than indepcmdenu and bee• 
dom ! 

Let u hold aloft the elorious banner of Pre:,jdl"nt Ho 
Cbi 1Uin1t. and ,,,iJiantly mnrch lorwn.rd to d~(eat the US 
aggrcs.sora complrtely ! 

Within • few decades, our people, our nation, under 
the leadership of the Party, have won brilliant victories. 
The era of independeuce and freedom., die era of socialism 
l1as begun. The Ho Clti Minh epocl1, the most ,-adiant ttnd 
glorious one of ou,. nat'i011, ,,a, ju1t dawned. 

All the victories scored by our people originate .from 
the firm and clearsighted lendership, the judicious poli­
tical and military line of our Party. 1'hey arc associated 
with the name of President Ho Chi Minh, the founder. 
teacher and )~{lder of our Party, the beloved and vennral<.-d 
fnUier of our people's armed forces. 

President Ho Chi Minh is the greaL leader of our work• 
ing class and naLion, a strategist of genius, a national hero, 
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an eminent n1ililant o! the international communist Jnove. 
mcnt and national liberation movement. in our epoch. He 
is "a lofty symbol of genuine patriotism clostly combined 
with proletarian lntemat.ionalism." 1 The first Communist 
to apply Marxism-Leninism to the &pe,,cif'ic conditions of 
our country, he laid down a bold and creative revolution• 
" ry line stamped with a noble soirft of independence. nml 
led our people in their onward march. We take gre:at pride 
in the revolutionary line worked out by our Party and our 
President Ho Chi Minh for tlle national'"(!emoc.r3'lic revolu­
tion, the socinUst revolution. Lhe people's war and our 
international relations ... Following that line we shall con• 
tinue to do our revolutionary duty untH total victory . 

President Ho Chi Minh is ••the symbol of what is the 
finest in the Vietnamese nation,' ' of her bravery and daunt• 
lessncss throughout. four thou.sand years o! history ; he is 
~1lso the symbol of the' thoroughly revolutionary spirit of 
the working class. He re.minded us that "Nothing is ,nore 
prttiou.s than independence and freedom,,. that we should 
" Ro:ther sacrifice everyth-ing than loH our independence 
and fall back into d«-t-ery." He also sa1d: 

.. Only so<"ialUm and co-mmunifm c«n liberate tl1e 
oppressed peoples and t.oilers tJie world over.'' 2 

Thal is a truth borne out by the prolrl\cled struggle 
of our nntion !or her liberation, a truth or our epoch, the 
cf)Oeh in which the working class Is the genuine leader 
or the struggle for national liberation and opens U1e way 
lQ sociaJism. That shows the indomitable spirit or o,.1r 
nation, the unshakable determillt1tion of our peop1c. The 
ideology inculcated by President Ho Chi Minh is a stronf! 
motive force which has inspired our peoplr to surmounl 

I. t.a,t tribute or the t.:~l'lll'lll Comndtltt of the Viet N:am 
\\'orkt'1 .. • ~rty at the solrmn o~cqulta ot Prt tkknt Ho Chi Minh, 

2, " Jbt t'11th Which l,,('d Mc to J.c:nll'lftm. ~ 
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fill trials and wrest back the-ir independence and freedom 
,'\l aJl costs. 

Presi~nt Ho Chi Minh told ua: 

.. Even though our people's struggle against US 
aggression, for national salvo.tion may hnve ·to go 
:hroug:h more har~hlps and sacr-lftccs we tn-e 
bound to win total victory, This is a certainty." l 

The struggle against US aggre.ssion, the greatest war 
or resilitance of our nation, is a bitter test of strength be­
tween the most revolutionary forces and the most re­
actlonft.l'! ones in the present epoch. Our people's victory 
ls a common victory of the revolutionary forces and p~ 
gresaive peoples throughout the world. To ftght the US 
eggresBOJ'S until total victory is our sacred nation:al task 
and at the same Ume our noble i'nternaUonal duty. 

The US Imperialists have suffered heavy setbacks and 
are heading for inevitable defeat. However, they still pe.r· 
aist In their aggression in South Viet Nam end their odious 
role u international gendarme. Nixon's stoteme-nts and 
policy since he took offl<e huve revealed these designs and 
this obduracy. By the "Vielnitmization" of the war, Wash:. 
ington continues to eeek a mllilary solution and to secure a 
poJ1Uon of sh·ength II Johnson's war" has becnme 
•• Nixon', war," The Nixon administration goes evtr deeper 
into its r.\ililary venture in Viet Nam. Thal is 3 challenge 
lo our people, to the revolutionary :ind peace forcei 
throughout the world and at the s9me time lo American 
progressive peop1e. 

Om· people checked the neo-colonlall.i.t policy carried 
out by lhe US jmperia.Hsts in South Viel Nam through 
support to the Ngo Dinh Diem fa-5('ist regime, We beat 
them jn the ''•pedal war." We have als.o toiled their 

J. Pret:ldtnt Ho Cbl IUnh'a Te&tanwnt 
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"limited war" right at the highest rung of their esce1a­
tion. How c.an the US lmperlallsts, now In a phase of 
decline and failure, hope to win by prolonging their ag­
gressive war, withdr-awing the.Ir troops by driblets and re­
verting to a revamped •• special war"? 

The US ogg:rCGGOn have been perpct:raUug 111U11stn>tl$ 

crimes against our people. They have committed so many 
savage masaacres, so many Ba. Lang Ans and Son Mys, 
so many new Oradours and Lidke.s in the South of our 
country! They are the most barbarous fucists, the Huns 
ol the 20th century. . 

Nurturing an Implacable hatred for the aggre.nors and 
the traitors. our Southern fellow-country1nen ;md the 
Uberatton Army under the leadership of the NFL and the 
ProvWonal Revolutionary Government or lhe Republic 
of, South Viet Nam, are determined mo1·e than ever to 
thwart all their bellicose designs so u to gain independ­
ence and freedom and advance toward$ the 1>eaceful reuni­
of the 20th c-cm'lur~•-

Our Party, our anny and our people 1re resolved to 
put into effect the oath of honour they hue t&ken, faithful 
to the sacred memory of Prt$ldent Ho Chi M.lnh : •·For 
ever- to carry aloft the banner of national iadependeru:(!, 
to fight :1nd defeat the US aggressors, to JiberAte the South, 
defend the North, and reunify the country In fulfihnent 
of his wishes." 1 Tey ,wm c-arry on to the end, un'lH total 
victory, the fight agaimit the US imperialists 10 contribute 
to the building of a peaceful; reunified, independent, de• 
moc1·atlc and prosr>erous Viet Nam. 

We will win! 

Hanoi Dtccmber 1969 

1. I.Ml trib-.i.te ~ tJ,c Central Comm.ittff or tbe Viet Nam Worken· 
P:ircy at th• '°lemn ob$c.)QuJct: or Pl-e&Jdent Ho Cbl Klnh. 
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PART THREE 

TO ARM 
THE REVOLUTIONARY MASSES 
TO BUILD THE PEOPLE'S ARMY 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Digitized by Google 

A heroic people, the Vietnamese have a vtry glorious 
tradition o( struggle against foreign invade.rs. Centuries 
ago. they had already gained a rich experience in nation• 
wide lnsurrtttion and people's war against much larger 
and stronger armies of aggression. 

Since the birth of the Vfetnamese worklng dus, under 
the leadership of our Party and striving after the revoh1-
Uonary goals of national independence, democracy and 
socialism. our people have further develo{)Ed the nation's 
tndltion of stn1ggle against foreign a.ggres.1ion ttnd brought 
natlim-wlrle lnsurrtttlon and people's war lo a very high 
level. Our people have overcome the Japanese fascists and 
French colonialists ; they have defeated and are sliJI de-­
feating the US imperialists, ~nriching the-Ir histol'y with 
more glorious pages und making worthy contribution$ to 
the revolutionary cause of the peoples in Indochina, South• 
e.ut As:13 1'ncl the world. 

In lhe victorious combat against imperii.li,m and colo­
nialism, the bn,tal aggresslve forces of the Lwcnti<!th cen­
tury, Vi.et Nam has become the symbol of inJomitable 
Oghting spirit, of c~ative in1eUige.nce, of military skill in 
the struggle for natior1al salvation, Of the invincible power 
of people'a war. Th~ Vietnamese people's war has become 
a great event, a legend of the 20th century. The Viet­
namese people hi\vc highlighted this shining truth th.at 
in ou,. time., a people, even tltough 1matl, toithout 
VA.It tc,.,-itory, lo,rge JWpu.la.tion 01'" devdopec! ecot1cwny, bvt 
united and deiermitted, l1atl111g a correct revolutionDT'y line, 
CTtotiuely applying &he Mar:t'itt-Lenhtist principle of 
nation-wide upri,ing and people', war to shrir , ptci~ co11. 
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ditW»J and Enjoying the assUltcmce oJ ihe socialist camp o,td 
progre.ssive mankind, an fully ca-pabte oJ ooerc&m.htg much 
bigger and stronger aggrei.sor.t, including tlte leading i1n• 
perlalist potJer_. t11e United States. 

While mapping out a. correct and creative line for the 
revolution and revolutionary war in Viet Nam, our Party 
soon discovered and mastered the laws governing the de­
v('lopment o£ our society J:and of revoluUonsu-y w:i.r t1nd 
revolutionary violence in our country. The- essence o! the 
Jau, of Te-volution.arJI violence lies in the combination of 
polttlcal and armed forces, o! political struggle and armed 
insurrection and revolutionary war. In lhe process of lead­
ing the nation-wide insurrecUon and people's war, our 
Party has built up a bloc of nation.a.l un.ity based on the 
worker-peasant alliance and led by the working c1Q5S; it 
has organized the political forces of the broad masses, and 
built up pow~rful armed forces of the people, which include 
the armed farces of the masses and th~ revolutiott4ry army. 
Ou.r people hve creatively m:tde use of all forms of slrug• 
gle, combinbg attacks and uprisings, applying a strategy 
ot offensive in _.u three strategic areas, 1 with a view to 
destroying the enemy, seizing and maintaining power, over­
throwing the rule ot colonialism and its lackeys, defeating 
the aggressh·e war of imperialism. 

This essay deals with the problem of bu.ilcUng 1tp the 
nnncd /orcet of the people i.n i.nittTTtction and reuotu.tion• 
a.ry war in cur country, one of the essential points of our 
Party's mmtary line. 

In the process of nation-wide Jnsurl'eclion, pe(lplc-'s 
war and the building up of national defence by the entire 
people under the Party's leadership, our people's anned 
/urcie-s have come iuto bei.ug, raphlly malul'e\l aod ,von 
glorious victories. Every Vietnamese pat.riot h3s risen up 

L '!'he l:.{gh!.11 "111, 11,c plains and the Uf"b.'11'.1 IUC'.H . 
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from the experience ol the world's people. Our Party has 
to fight the enemy to save the country. Our people have 
brought to a new lavel the old national tradition of 
11 everyone a soldier", organizing both the pec>plo's army 
and the armed force, of the broad ,nauts which fight every­
where in the country. Today there are millions of f\ghters 
ln the armed organi zaUona of the masses, hundreds of 
thous:mds of lighten in th& people's army, equippod w1th 
various kinds of weapons, rudimentary, semi-modern, and 
modem, skilful combatant$, courageous and intelligent, 
who are fighting selllessly day and night !or the independ­
tnce, ftffdom and reunification of the fatherland and for 
socialism, agaimt the leading imperialism of our time, a.g­
gressive US imperialism. 

Looklng baclt ovu the rapid growth and the path 
ttrewn with glorious vicLOries of our people in zeneral and 
the people's armed forces in particular in the fight against 
\he Japanese fascists, French colonialists and US Imperial­
ists, we can say that the force, of nation.-wide in.,uTTectiott­
and people', war, i~tuding both Che political and O'l'med 
/orce,, are typicat of our Party's ,u.cceu in orggnirin.g and 
building ui> the totul combiMd fOTces oJ the revoludcmcu·11 
ma.sse-s, of revolutionary violence. We can also say that our 
people·'• tanMd fore-et, including the armed /orcu of the 
mone, and the revolutionary army, 01"'gtmized and led by 
our Party, are typical of the ,ucct.s, i-n orga.nizing m.Uitar]I 
force$ by our peopte, a sma.U people who in our time have 
f1(C('e-srioely defMted three big imperialist power,. 

This success is possible because our Party hu masteNd 
the full theory of Marxism•Lenlnism on milltary organiza­
tion 1n armed uprising and revolutionary war1 because it 
h.u inherited and bro\lght to o. new level O\lr pc-,ple'o trad.i­

tion of nation-wide resistance and experience in org~g 
tho armed forces during national insurrections and national 
wars in former times and because it has sell!'C'tively learned 
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from the experience of the world's people. Our Party has 
,·reative::ly applied such theory and expe.rlenee lo the prac~ 
11cc of insurrection and war in our country, that is to the 
condilicins of a sman country facing the strong forces of 
aggressiqn of imperialism and colonialism, with a view to 
at"hle-vi.Dg lhe goals of our revolution sel forth by our Party. 

Adhering to the viewpoint of revolutionary violence 
and people's war our Party advocates the arming of t11t 
broad raaues u1hile build ing up a powerful people'• anny, 
ngardt"lg the armed Jo-rce, of the ,nasses a.a the fotmdCUi01t 
oJ rhe peop'le's army, and the people', etrm-y M the core of • 
the or-rued /Qf'ces of the mt.ltses, in anned insurrection and 
revolutior1ary war a, well a, in. national defence by the el\• 

rfrc people, in the ,1ational liberation war a, weU as in tht 
w«r to defend dte Fatherland. 

Viewing history in concrete development, our Party 
has, in the course of different periods of N!!volutionary 
struggle, successlully solved the problem of arming the 
m3sses and building up the people's army in accordance 
with the demands of the revolutionary tasks, the kind of 
enemy it has 10 Oght and the forms of revolutlonary strug4 

gle in each period based on specific historical conditions 
fn the ;,olitical, social and economic fields. 

At present U\e Nixon administration, though it. has 
suffered heavy setbacks, is still stubbornly carrying on 
the stntegy of •• Vietnamiza\ion of the war", intensifying 
nnd expanding the war all over Indochina. Our people in 

the South, mastering the law ot revolutionary war in the 
new period, are intensifying the armed and polltkal strug• 
gles, combining attacks and uprisings in all the three stra• 
tegic areas and, together wi1h the brotherly peoples of 

· Co.mbodia and Laos, o.re determined to shatter 1he strategy 
of "V1etnamization of lhe war", to shatter the Nixon 
doctrine over the whole Indochinese battlefield. More than 
ever before, while developing the political forces and car• 
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rying on the political struggle, our pe('ple mu.st step up 
the building up of armed forces and the armed struggle in 
c!ose combln.atfon with other forms of struggle. advancing 
forward to defeat completel y the US aggres$0r$ and their 
slooges, liberoting th• South, defending the N<lrth, proceed­
ing toward national reunification :md ft1lfilUng our inter­
nationalist duly. 

In the course of the struggle to accomplish this pri­
mary task ol our revolution, we must at foe s3me time 
lay the basis and map out dirt.-ctions for the long-tern\ 
building up of the people's armed fore-es .ind for national 
de-fence by the er.tire people, so as to dc.tenrl our Fathe.r-­
land flrmly and defeat any war o( aggression that may 
be unleashed by any enemy, however strong and we.11-
cqulpped, who dares to encroach upon our people's beau­
tiful land, Cir upon our independence and freedom. 

We must find the bt-:Jt way to a rm the revolutfonary 
niasses and build up the people's army in -0rder to folftl 
the abovc-mtnlioned immediate and long-term tasks of 
our people. 

To do so, we must fur ther study Marxist-Leninist 
principles l'egarding the military organiuition of t he pro­
leto.rint, nnalyse the experience and traditi<,r1 of our peo­
ple Jn organizing the nrmetl torces In the past. nod ("Sp«i• 
nlly gradually sum up our P3rty's experience in building 
up the am1y and arming the massc-s during the past forty 
years o r more. 

The theMy and practice o r arming the masses and 
building up the army is a qu~llon or burning intort.st for 
the peoples or vnrious nations who are lodt1y engaged Jn 
the struggle for national lndependenee, democracy and 
socialism, in face of the policiE's of violence and bnttal war 
followed by hnperiaUsm wJth US imperialism at its head 
and in face of the rapid development of ever more modern 
weapons and means o( war in th~ world. 
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CHAPTER I 

THESES OF MARXISM-LENINISM ON TUE 

MILITARY ORGANIZATION OF THE PROLETAIIIAT 

Marxism .. Leninlsm studies the problem of the milit­
ary organiuUon of lhe proletariat in its organic relation­
s.hip with the t heory ot class struggle and the State. 

With th@ disintegration of primitive communal society, 
society became divided into classes and its history is tho 
history of class struggle. Since the formation of nations, 
the que,;tion of national oppre-ssion nnd naUonal enslave .. 
ment has arisen 1md the history of class st ruggle has al,o 
t~ken the lcrn1 ot national struggle. Slave owners and 
slaves. landowners and peasants, bourgeois and proletariat, 
oppressor nations and oppressed, aggressor countries and 
their victims, .lntagonislic social groups, etc., have waged 
unceasing struggles under various forms, the most acute 
.;,( which Is a rmed confllct or war. Since lime immemorial, 
counties:;, wars have taken pla<.-e in class societies, They 
have been estimated to number over 10,000 induding cnly 
those of relaiivcJy l&Tge scale and occurring within the 
past 5,000 years. 

The arm~ ls the main Instrument for w::iglng wal'. 
lb birth i.< closely connac:tad wilh the nppc:.arru\ee ot the 
Stale when st>e:iely split up into antagonistic claMes .. The 
army is a special organlz.ation of the State. an instrument 
of a given cltiS which is used to carry out its political line 
by means ot armed violence. 
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'fhe class nature o{ the State determines the social 

nature of the army a.nd its function. The nrmy of nU ex­
ploiting States has the following basic funclicns : inter­
nally, to k~p down the exploited mas.se-s, for-:ing them 
to submit to the order oJ the ruling classes; externally . 
to conquor olh~r c:ountrlo.i; a nd to delond ono', terrttory 
~gainst foreign aggression. 

Three types of exploiting State have appeared In the 
course of history. The.re!ore, corresponding to these three 
types, there have been three types of army : the arm!,~ ot 
the slave--owning State, the army of the feudal State, and 
the army of the bourgeois State. 

In the course of history, those types of army have 
borne various nQmes and had various forms of or,ianiz.ation 
and recruitment in accordance with the specific oondiUons, 
but their nature has been the same : an army ol 11n exploit­
ing State has always been an instrument of the nling dess 
to repress the exploited ma$56 in the country and to 
plunder and enslave other countries and peoples. 

However. the armies of the ruling classes have not 
been the only ones in existence under exploit.ing re,qimes, 
To counter the armed violence, the exploited masses have 
also built up their own revolutionary armed orgnnJT.atfons 
ln th& course of their revolutionary struggles. Even ln an-­
Uquity, in Rome, the rebelling slaves under the leadership 
ot Spartacus-whom Marx regarded as ••the most splen• 
did fellow in the whole of anciCnt history. Great. general, 
noble character, real representative of the ancJtnt prole­
tariat." 1 - organized a large insurgent army hundreds of 
th(lus.-,nds st.ro.r,g tind w11ged a persistent fight ;i.gfl.in!lt. the 
anny of the sJave.-owni.ng State. 

- ~it~: tn E.-.gcls", February 27, 11111. M1u'X-t.t1J eb. Select ed 
CorttSJ)O'Adf'l\t'e, Progtt:91 PUb1J1hfon, MOICOW, p . m. 
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In feudal timt-S, in Europe, Asia and Alrlca1 etc, ; 
armed orgt1ni1.alions of peasants often appeared during in­
surrecltons, peasant wars and liberation wars in varl~ 
countri.?S which were quite lnrge in size and hnd very 
great o,mbat powtr. During bourgeois revolutions against 
feudalism, during the rise of capitalism, there also existed 
armed formation:; of th<: pea3ants o.nd even ot the worke.ra 
in the stage or spontaneous s truggle, fighting under the 
banner of the bourgeoisie. 

Yet those revolutionary armed formaUons of the ex­
ploited classes, on account of their historical limitnlion.s 
~md their lack of a correct political, military and organiza­
tional line, w.?re, in spite of valiant fighting and the very 
great victories won at times, eventually suppressed by 
the enemy and betrayed by their own allies. 

This be\rayal revealed Uselt most fully In the bour• 
geol:s revolution, As E'ngt-ls pointed out, t he workers In 
Frtmce were nrmed afte.r every revolution ; " therefore, 
the fir~I thing done by the bourgeoisie in power was to 
disarm lhe workers. Thus after every revolution won with 
the blood oi the wo1·kers, a new struggle bre:lh out e\•en• 
:ua11y leading to the workers' defeat." 1 

Only wHh the birth of Mitrxism and the appearance 
of the politieal parties of Lhe proletariat, which b~ame 
:an jndl,>endent political force passing !r~m the stage of 
"spontaneity" to that of .. consciousness" anti bringing a 
qualHative le.ip forworrl to the whole or the prolctarlnt's 
revolutionary struggle - only on that basis could the prob• 
lcm of the milttary orgonization of the exploited masses 
be com11letely solved in the military science of the prole• 
tnrh1t Tho s:ep~an1nee of pnUlicnl J)tH•llcs of the working 

I. F. t:111:ebl : Prd1t.,:111 10 U~ •·Civil w .._r Jn 1-'rll"«.!". K. Ma.rx­
F, £rigelt. Se/tctcd Workt, SM Th«I Publl•hers, H•DOI 19it!. Vol. L 
Pl>, 758,7$. 
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class-Communist parties-on the political arena and 
their leading role in t.he revolution in v:trious countries 
Jed to the birth of armed formations of a marked revolu• 
tlonny and popular nature. born within proletarian N!'• 

volution or bourgeois democratic, people's democratic or 
national libernUon revolutions led by the working class. 
Y.specta1Jy, s ince tile success or the Hussian October J<e• 
volution and of t he revolutions Jn a selies of other social• 
1st countries in Europe, AsJtt a.nd Latin America, there has 
appened for the first tlme in the world a o>mptert(y neto 
type oj armed forces . These are the real armed forces or 
the people, of the State of proletarian dictatorship- the 
most progres5ive S tate in lhe history of malikind. 

I. TIU!5eS by .Marx :md En1reb 

When they defined the historic mission of the inter. 
notional ,,,.orking class as the grave.digger o( capitalism 
and builder of a Comn, unist society, a society without 
classes and without exploitation of man by man, M<lrx 
and Engels at the same time showed the proletariat the 
most correct way to Uberate itself: the •,vorking class, 
under the lcnd~1Nhip of the Comm\lnist Pnr1y and in close 
alliance with the peasantry, ,hould inake ·,ase of revolu· 

~ tionnry violence to shatter the State machi~ery of t he 
bourge-olsie and es~ablish the Stale of proletarian dicla• 
torship, using it m; a tool to snfeguard the n1!e o! the prole-­
t11rbt and t ransform society 3}ong t.h~ principles of com· 
muntsm. 

Tire ,nititary organization oj f11e prolc1<1riat is scl up 
primarily in connect!oJl with this great. C'aus~ of the prole­
tariat's revolutionary struggle. RisJng u1> lo break ihclr 
fetters nnd overthrow the whole or 1.he old world, the 
proletariat and the rcvolutionar~· mnsses must, of necessity. 
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proceed to build their own tnilit.ary organization in the 
course or the revolutionary process. This is necessary be­
c,use a material force can only be overcome by n material 
force, and only vioJence can help carry out the great 
hist-01'ic mission of overthrowing the rule o! the capilalisls 
and establishing the dictatorship o( the proletariat. The 
ruJing doss never consents of their own accord to withdraw 
(r-om the historical aren.a➔ The monarchic and bourgeois 

stat~ always have large armed.forces at their disposal, 
they ceaselessly see to the perfecting or those fore~ as an 
effective tool jn repressing the toiling people in the coon• 
try and carrying out plundering policies in the world. 
They alwai'S rely on this counter revoluUonary mllit.ary 
1nnchinery to throUle all aspirations for freedom of tht1 
prol~tarlat and the labouring masses tind drown their re-, 
volutionary struggles in blood. Engels already pointed out 
that "basic characterislic" of the bourgeoisie <!Ven when 
capitalism was rising : ..... the bourgeoisie h3s de-mons,. 
tratcd to us how cruelly they can retaliate once the pr~ 
letarint dare to face them, as a separate dass, with their 
own inlere!ts and their own demands.'' i The developments 
of capitalism and Us d~pening inner contradictions 
necessarily lesds to g:rowing militaristic U'ndencic-s to the 
expansion C'f Ute counter-revolutionary armed forces in 
the State machinery of the bourgeoisie. Engels wrote : 
•• The army has become the maln end of the Stale ; the . 
army itself has become an end : the people arc only thtre 
to supply fn '!n ,and leed them. Militarism rules ;;ind devount 
Europe." i 

Such a situation forces the proletariat and the opprts­
secl masses to have their own milit ary org~miz.ations to 
counter armed repression by the bourgeois Slate. to smash 

I r. 'toge:!$: Prt:lJICC \o "The Civil War in France'·, op, cit. p, ;M,. 
2. f'. Engels : "Anll-t>urhJn&", Su 11,ot Publilhers. Hanoi 1959. p. 281. 
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their military machinery and overcome thtir resist..ance, 
to win and preserve revolutionary power. 

Then, if the military organlz.atlon is a nCC('ssity in the 
atruggle of the proletariat to overthrow the bourgeoisie, ln 
what form should it be built up? 

This Js a question that has been luJly solved by the 
masters of Marxism-Leninism. A• founder~ (I( the milit.ry 
science of the prolet.ariat, M3rx and Engels were the first 
lo Jay the theoretical basis for lhe problem ol 1he form, oJ 
the mUitarv orgauiuition. oJ the pro!etoriat with their 
famous thesis: to arm the toorkhtg cfa31, to replac,e the 
&tandln.g 41'my by tl&-e af'ffled people. " ... The worktrs must 
be armed and organized. The arming of the whole prole­
tariat with rift~, muskets, cannon and munitions mmt be 
put through at once ... Any attempt at dh:arming must be 
frustrated, il necessary by force.'' 1 This burning i:ippeal 
to arms was issued by Marx a.nd Engels in the 1850s afh~r 
lhe bloody experience ol the first g:reat baUJe of the Fre.nc.h 
proletariat against the bourgeoisfo in 1848, and was con• 
sidered one of the main demands in the revolutionary pro­
(:'ramme of the proletariat, at a tlme when insurrections 
and civil w~rs had become immediate tasks of lhe revolu• 
lion in some develo~d capitali!it countries in Western 
Europe. 

The history of European countries from the late 18th 
century to the middle of the 19th century was also that ol 
bourgeois democratic revolutions. Under the prtvailing 
circumstances, the proletariat had to alJy Itself with bour­
geois democratic parties against the feudal rulers and re­
actionary boureeois and more otlcn th;in not thty had pro-

I. Marx-Enc~h : "AddreA of the ~ntnil Comrr.itttt tQ the 
Com.munlst ~ -·. Se~C1.td Workl. Vol. I. Fottlll IAnru•«ee: 
P\1bUihln g Houee. Moecow 19511. p. Ill. 
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vislonaUy to bring those 1>artie.s to power once the revolu­
tion was successful. In such a situation, Marx and Enget, 
regarded the arming of the proletariat o.s nn indispensable 
condition not only in order to smash the State machinery 
of the feudal ·class and reactionary bourgeoisie and so en­
sure the victory of the insurrection, hut also e,•entually 
to de.feat the lnovib.blo schomes or botrayal by the bour­
geois democratic parties after t hey had come to power. 
It is also an indispensable condition of maintaining and 
sh'engthenlng Lhe political independence of the working 
class1 safeguarding the fruits of their struggles, and creat­
ing conditfons for the ndv1rnce to proletarian revolution 
by using their power to overthrow the n1le of the bour­
geoisie. 

Marx and Engels believed thnt once the proleterlat 
was armed. it would have tremendous force. They lhem• 
selves saw this force in the 1848 Revolution in Paris. Marx 
wrote: "It is well known how the workers, with un­
exampled bnwcry und ingenuity, without leaders, without 
a common plan, without means nnd, for the most part, 
lacking wenpons, held in check for five days the o.rmy, the 
Mobile Goard. the Par-is NOllo1\al Guard, and 1he Natlenal 
Guard that strenmed from the provinces." 1 And Engels 
e-ulogfr.cd the event ns follows ; "If 40,000 Paris workers 
were able to resist with such vigour A. force four times as 
lnrge as themselves, what grent results could be achieved 
by aJI the Pads workers acting with discipline and As one 
man."' 

Developing the above ide.:is, in 187), a fter a profound 
:i.nnly,.l.it or lhtt "''q)"'riAn,r,r or thtt Piiris Cnmm11n('. MnMr 

1, IC. Msu•;,c, : "'J'hti Ch11,o11 Slrug:g1e lu f,'1•a11'---c·· , Yul. 1. 1-'art'itn 
r.om ,;u:114MI: Publi&hing Hou5t'. "'1(1¥1.'0W Ul58, p. HU. 

! K. Marx- P. 1-·:n,1:ls: scr«t~d Wof'l:,. Ce1·man Edit.i(ln, Rook 
VII, IWIII J. ll. 134, 
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and Engels set torlh the principle that the concern of any 
auc:-cessful revolution is to shatter the old army. to disband 
It, to replace it by a new army and to substitute the ~.r-med 
~pie for the regular army, Marx wrote : '"Paris1 the 
eentral seat of the old governmental powtr, and at the 
wne tJme the social stronghold of the French working 
class ... could t·C$ist only because, in con:sequence ot the 
siege, it had got rid of the 1.lrmy, and replaced it by a 
NatJonal Guard the bulk of which consisted of working 
men. This £net was now to be tri:msfom1ed i:lto :m in.stitu­
tion.'1 1 

Marx and Engels pointed nut that under capit:i.li!m 
the standing nrmy is 1he main instrument 1hrough which 
lhe bourgeoisie maintains its domin;i,tion 0·1er the work­
ing people. To smash that shmding army means 'to elimi­
nate the material tool of bourgeois pc:iwer, t~ eradicate the 
danger of resist:.mce and count.er offensive on its p~r,. Mean. 
while, relying Annly on the forces o( the rtvolutionary 
m-.sses, the proletnriat must speedily build up :-ind develop 
its own military organization by :-inning the proleJoriat 
i nd the revolutionary mas5es, regarding them as the sole 
arme!-d forte that e.nn safegunrd the success of the insur• 
fectlon and develop the revolution, The J'>ari~ Commune 
has taught the world proletariat thnt vital lesson ·•The 
f\nt decree of the Commune, therefore. w.ls the suppreS• 
·sion of the standing a rmy, and the substitution for it of 
the armed people."! Mo.rx and Engels set great stare by 
this e-xpedence : that it Is the task ot the working class 
to !mo.sh the t,ureaucratic an<l inilitat)• machinerv of the ' . 

1. K. )tar,c, "TIW' Civl.l W:u In France", K. Marx-l'. !::ngcls 
Srltct,d Works, Vat r. For1."ign L:lt'l#u•tes Pub1i,hin; House, Mosc.-ow 
1951, p. Sli. 

2.. K . M:trx: •••n~ CMI War In Fran«·• op .. ci: .. p. 519. 
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old St.ate and replace it by a new form o( Slate organiza­
tion of the proletarfal, Th~y regarded it as a creation of 
great historic significance. so that lal..cr, in t heir 1872 pre­
face to the Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engels con­
sidered it ns an amendment of the utmost. importance to 
tht' prognmme set forth by the Manlfl-sto. 

Engels also foresaw that arming the people wat tht 
form o/ military organization. of th.e soctaliat Sta.te. 

This forecast proceeded p;imarily from Marx' And 
Engels' principle that the victory of socialism could only be 
achieved simultaneously in aJJ or most o( U1e developed 
capitalist. countries. Moreover by its nature, the socialist 
regime does not launch aggression again.st anyone, there-­
fore it wculd be unnecessary to have a standing army. M 
for internal security. it could be en.sured by the :mned 
people. Engels also based his analysis on the state of the 
existing armies and of military art and techniques in the 
second hall of the 19th century. At that time~ France, 
Germany and Russla. were the only developed ce.pitallst 
countries with large military apparatuses, whereM other 
capitalist countries; includ.ing England and the United 
States, dit not yet posse$$ important anned forces. The.re. 
fore, onct the proletarian revolution was successful in all 
or most. of t.he developed capitalist countries, the armed 
forces of the remaining capitalist st.ales would not be very 
strong. In such conditions, and ba.sing hJmseU upon the 
experience of the Paris Commune, Engel~ believed that 
under soc.laHsm, and with its superiority, the people, 
armed, organized and militarily trained, would be able to 
de.teat aggressor armies in seH-de(ence wars to safegu;i.rd 
the socialist State. 

From Lhls analysis, Marx and Engels believed that 
In the process of socialist revolution, the standing army 
of the bourgeoisie must be replaced by the armed people. 
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Marx and l~ngels dealt with the question of a rming 

the masses not only in the armed insurrections of the pro-, 
letariat and in the military organiz.ation of lhe socialist 
State but. also in national wa11. Marx and Engels drew a 
distinction between jusL wars: and aggressive wars and 
always supported jusl wars, wan; of lil,clraUon and 
self-defence waged by oppressed pooplcs and victims 
of aggression. Engels made a close s tudy of contem~ 
porary events, summing up their exper:.ence so as 
to point out the way by which an oppressed people should 
wage a people's war and defeat the aggressors' professional 
annies. In many works dealing with the history of war, 
Engels dwelt on the great role and effectitene,s of the 
armed ,~ses in jutt wan and setf-dt:fence wars. Thls idea 
ot En.gel.s was closely connected with the new mode of 
waging a p@Ople's ,,.·ar l\dvocated by him. Engels wrote: 
.. A people who want to win b;i.ck independence for them­
selves must not limit themselves to the con.vtr.tional means 
of waging war. Mass uprisings, revolutionary wars, guer:• 
mas everywhere - lhat is t.he only way by which a small 
people can deJeat a large one, a less strong army can oppose 
a stronger and belt.er organized one." 1 It is the bro.ad 
masses of the armed people who are the fundamental ele­
ments for such kinds of war. 

Engels praised the res.islance wa,rs waged by France 
(1793), by Sp•ln (1807-1812) and Russia against Napoleon 
(1812), and by Hungary against Auslria (1849), etc., as 
resistance wars in which methodi of people's war had been 
applled, operations by tho standing army had been com­
bined with combaL aellvlllcs by the armed masses, thereby 

1, F. Engelt "The Defeat ot tbe Pi~tete", P. En,cl .. V. Lenin. 
J . Staltn: 01' Ptoplt't War, SN That Publlshen, Hanoi 19?'0, P, 21, 
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bringing into full play the great forces o( the nation and 
the country to de.feat much stronger aggressor armies. 

Whe-n analysing the failure of t he Piedmonte$e in 
Northern Italy in their self-defence war against the Aus­
tr-lans, Engels fOlnted out, "The great error ot the Pied­
montese at the outset lay in the bet that they only used 
the standing army to oppose the Austrians1 that th~y ouly 
wanted to wage the most conventional, the most bourgeois, 
the mmt regular war.0 1 Engels showed that the Pie-d­
montese defeat at Novara "would have had no significance: 
at all, if after this defeat a real nvolutionary war had 
broken out, if the remaining part of the Italian army had 
at once declared themselves the nucleus of a general, nation• 
wide insurrection, if the conventional strategic war of 
ar-mit-1 had bttn. turned into a people'• war, similar to that 
waged by the French in 1793,"1 and If the Turin govern­
ment had had the courage to reSort to revolutionary war. 
And Engels concluded that JtAly's Independence was lost 
because of the rowardice of the King's administration, not 
because of the invincibility of Austrian weapons. 

Engels drew similar conclusions when he commented 
on the Franco,.Prussian war in 1871. France, Engels held, 
was fully able to t urn the tables, even alter the Germans 
had occupied one-sixth ol French territory and besieged 
the two fortresses of Metz and Paris. He pointed out that 
at the time when most of the German forces were tied 
down in the oc:cupied territory, on the five-sixths of the 
land lhat ttmainc.d, F'l'ance wu mn everywhere able t.o 

set up a number of armed formations to harass the enemy, 
cut off communications, destroy logistic bases, at'lack iso­

lated detflchments and so on, and in this way, force the 

1, F. Enaell : '"lbe Dd'tal or the Piedmo,Hf'li'"· op, dt., p. 27. 
t. Ibid, p . 29, 
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Germans to disperse their forces, and withdraw troops 
from the above mentioned fortresses to cope with the 
altuation, so that Baden might have tried to get out of 
Metz while the siege of Paris would have become a ••pban. 
~m". "Wb11t," Engels asked . .. would have been the Ger­
mans' fat,o,, if tho French people had hall U1e same ardent 

p1triotism as that of the Spaniards in 1808, if every city 
i nd almost every village had turned Into a fortress, every 
peasant and every citizen a fighter ?" 1 

J. F.ngels also spoke of insurrection by the armed people 
and of the irregular units of As.Ian armed formations, with 
theLr multifarious methods of waging a people's war

1 
as 

redoubtable adversaries of Lhe European aggressor annies. 
H• wrote : "They (the Chinese) poison the breod ... 
whole.sale, and with the coolest pre:meditatkn ... They go 
with hi~den arms on boa.rd trading steamers, and

1 
when 

on the Journey, massacre the crew ... and seite the boat... 
The very coolies, emigrating to foreign countries, rise ln 
mutiny ... on board every emigrant ship, and fl:ght for its 
possess.ion, and, rather than surrender, go down to the 
bottom with tt, or perish in its ftame-s Even out of China 
the Chinese colonbt.s: .. , conspire and studdenlv rise f~ 
mighty insurrections. What Is an army to Co ·ti.gain.st a 
people resorting to such means of warfare." z 

We can see that. the view of the founders of scientific 
communlsm wilh regard to the form ol military organiza­
tion ot the proletariat and oppressed masse-s was to onn the 
worki-ng cla41, to crm the people, to arm the f'tt>Olutlona.ry 
ma.,,e:,. 

--
I. F • .!:n.p,l• : ''The OcJ'f'&t o, the Pif'dtnonte!, e-"', op. dL, p. JM. 
! . P'. !:n,e.la: "Pe:rsi• and China" M~ on Cfrlin«. Lawreneo and 

Wbhard, London 19111$. p , fB-t~. 
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Marx and Engels laid the theoretical basis for this 

question in the in$\trrection to e$lablish the dict.ntorship 
of the proletariat., in the war to Uefend Ute socialist State 
and even in liberation wars and self.defence wars wogcd 
by oµprt:sstd peoples and countries under bourgeois rule 
which had been victims o! aggression. 

This is obviously a 11eT!J ftrndnm.tml.t:11. ,,i+'lu,. Tt i1e a 
splendid success of hfarx and Enge:ls in o.pplying the view­
points of historical materiali.s.rn regarding the class.cs, the 
masses nnd re\•olutionory violence to the building of the 
military organlwtion of t.hc proletariat nn<l oppressed 
masses. H is a model of the correct appraisal of the decisive 
role o( the- masses in armed insurrection ~nd revolution• 
ary war. The gre.at value of this thesis Ues In the fact that, 
for the first tiine in the world, it shows the prolela.rial 
and oppres!ed peoples the direc:lion and most correct way 
to create their own organlz.1Uon1 of a completely new 
type, born '>f the prolet:rriat and working people fighting 
for the people and for their class. With a correct rcvolu• 
Uonary Une. and when the revolulionary party firmly 
relies on tbe revolutionary masses, on tl1e workers and 
peasants, tc- build up and develop lts armed organization, 
it can create ~n invincible revolutionary 11rmed Corce. 

This view has become the theoreticai basis for build· 
ing iJ1e ann.ed force~ in the ,nilitm·y thtM'tJ of Ma.rxism,­
Leniuistn. It fs an extremely powerful weapon or the pro­
letariat and oll oppressed peoples in the world ; it gives 
them wings in the rcvolutJonary struggle to overthrow lhe 
old world and create a new one. 

Z. Lenin's Th<"sla 

The Russian Marxists, headed by lhe gJ"caL Lenin, 
r.pplied these theses of ~forx and Engels to the new 

Digitized by Google 

TO ARM 1'H.E RllVOl.VTtoNAHY MA!5$f:'.S . •• ,., 
historical conditions, when the socialist revolution and the 
bourgeois democratic revolution are carrfod out in the 
period of Imperialism. 

It was nt a time when capitalism was 1>assing into 
the stage of imperialism that LenJn set forth his fan1ous 
new thesis that soclalJsm cannot be simultaneously a\lc­
ccsstul 1n all countries but it will first s\lcce«l in one or 
:? certain number ol countries. At the same time, with Lhc 
new theory on the leadership of the proletariat in the 
bourgeois democratic revolution and the transition from 
this revolution to the proletarian revolution. Lenin Md 
the Rus!rlnn Bolshevik Party worked out Ule military pro­
gramme of the bourgeois democratic revolution and 1he 
$0Cialist revolution in Russia. unln underlined the neccs• 
sity of building up 1he military organization of the pro­
lcUlriat in the new historical eondi.Uons: 

"A· bourgeoisie armed against the proletariat ls 011e 

or the biggest, fundamental ~nd cordinal facti of modem 
capitalist society, .. Our slogan must. be: arming of the 
prolt'tariat to deCeat, expropriate and disann the bour­
geoisie. Th~c are the only tactics possible for a revolu­
tionary class, tactics that follow logically from :md are 
dictau.-d by the whole objeciive deveLopmeni of capitalist 
militarism." 1 

From the early years of the 20th century, while as­
suming the leadership of the 1905 Revolution and the 
Grcnl October Revolution in application of Ma.rx' and 
Engels' principle Lenin and the Russian Comrr.unjst Party 
advocated replacing Ot.e ,tandtn.g army by the armed peo. 
pl.e, by the ,n.Uitio Jorca. It WH one of the m~in tnaka of 

1, "MIIJtary l"l-0£111m.me of Proh::tari•n RevoluUorr , V.J. Lenin. 
Colftttf'd Works. Vnl. 23, Prng~ PubUthen. MOJIC'Ow 19&(. pp, 80-81. 
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the program.mt of the bourgtols democratic revolution as 
well as of the M>Cialist revolution. 

Lenin poin ted out that in Russia as well as i n many 
countries in the world, the (bourgeois) standing army was 
used mainly not for combating foreign aggressors but tor 
repressing the labouring people and waging aggressive 
wars to enslave other peopJes. Lenin wrote: ••Everywhere 
the standing army has become the weapon of reaction, the 
servant of capital In its struggle against labour, the exe­
cutioner of the people's liberty". 1 This army, by its nature, 
cannot be the mainstay of the people. To abolish it is: a 
condition for the viC'lory of the revolution, to save the re­
volution from all the schemes of restoration by the reac­
tionary force, to save the colossal expenditures needed for 
its maintenance, And instead there should be the arming oJ 
the people primrlly of the workers and poor pea.sant,1, 
Under the prevailing historical condilions Lenin atfmned : 
•• No power on earth will dare to encroach upon free 
Russia, if the bulwark of her liberty is an armed people 
which has destroyed the military caste. which has made aJI 
soldiers citizens and all citizens capable ol bearing arnu, 
soldl<n... Milllary sclene< has proved that a people's 
miJitia is quite, practic,ble, that it can rise to the military 
tasks presented by a war both ot defence and of attack." 1 

Under Lenln's leadership, during the time before the 
October Revoh.:.Uon, and together with the building up of 
the politit:al army of the revolution, the Russian Com­
munist Party Bnd working class did t.heir best to put th1S 
slogan into effect. They stepped up propaganda work 
among soldiers and set up Party organizations within the 
T.s.arist army with a view to undermining its unit.-. and 

1. V,J. Lenin.. •<nw: A.rlMd Forces and t h• ft.evolution". CoUedfd 
Work,, Vql, 10. Ploan:ss Publbbers, Moacow 1005, I). ~. 

2. V.1. Lf:nln : "The Armed ForC'N a.nd 1hti: Revolution" . op. cit., ..... 
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TO ARM TKK RCVOLUTfOHARY MASSE:s.,. ... 
winning them over to the RevoJution ; they promoted the 
study of military science in the Party and actively prer 
p3gated mUitary knowledge and military training among 
the masses ; they gave weapons to the w~rkers and re,. 
volution~y maS!-es; they established and sttt:ngthenad the 
leadership M the Communist Party in all military forma• 
tions; they organized workers' militia and fighting units 
to serve as nuclei for the revolutionary armed forces • thty 
built up a revolutionary anned force in which the ~rkers 
afld peasants would be united with revolutionary JOldfors, 
11 revolutiona1'y armed force made up of thret components; 
a) the armed proletariat. and peas.an try ; b) the organized 
vanguard units made up of representatives of these clas­
ses; c) army units which had rallied to the side of the 
people. Thanks to this, the revolution was able to build up 
a!' armed force made up mainly of the masses of armed 
workers and peasants fighting under Communist Party 
leadership as a shock force for the revolutionary onrush 
ot the masses. It was this force that played a decisive role 
In the victory of tht' February Revolution and tater the 
October Revolution. 

1• The victory of the Russian October Revolution led to 
the birth of t he first Socialist State· tn the world, one which 
was subjected to hostile enclrclement by imperialism. This 
victory ushered in a new era in human history and shook 
the whole caplla1ist world, Therefore, just as Lenin had 
foreseen, imperiaJism was hf'nl on smothering the pro'.­
lelartan :$late at birth, This danger of aggnssion imm~ 
diately laid the Sovi<I Stele under the cleor obligation of 
arming to defend the socialist Fatherland against imperial­
ist aggression and reconsidering its form ol military or-
ganization, · 

Lenin's great contribution Hes in the tact that he not 
011ly confirmed Marx• and Engels' principle of arming the 
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people but also developed their Ideas by setting forth the 
prl,:u::iple vr du: 1,e~ust,y v/ building a f'tigutar .sc.a.11dit111 
anny of the Soviet State on the bcub oJ ar,ning the people, 
n new•type army of the working clan and labouring people. 

Lenin showed that in face of the extrem~ly great d.an· 
ger of aggremon, if the Soviet Republic did not want to 
fell an easy prey to impe.rlallsm, It needed a powerful re­
gular standing army, well equip~ and well trained. with 
strict discipline, centrallzed and unified command. ~in 
pointed out that, in conditions when the capitalist coun• 
tries bad big armies with proper training and modem 
equipment, when the armed forces ,,ot the Soviet S ttte 
we.re increasingly e-Juipped with modern materials a."td 
the soldiers needed more t.rainlng time to master the U5e 

of equipment along the rules of modern military art, when 
the imperialists were always in a position to launch sur~ 
prise attacks, the armed forces of the Soviet State Cl)Uld 
not be mab\tained ir. the form oC people's mUitia but had 
to become a regular standing army. Lenin affirmed 
.. Today the reguta.r arrny mmit be put to the fore ... " 1 lt 
was a regular army qualitatively different from the bour• 
geob army. It was • new•t-ype a-rmy1 a ptople's anny, a 
ret,olutiortary army, a socialut army. 

Considering the requirements of modem warfare, tbe 
standing army bas CJbvious advantages as comp~red with 
the militia system: it has greater moblll&y as it is not tied 
to any region ; it is equipped with mc:idern weapons and 
technical materials ; it can undergo intensive trainin8' for 
ll long period of time in a systematic way according to tile 
requirements of continually developing military techai­
quP.11 and art ; it h~rt we.tl. trainM And l'>xJ"l.-ri"'"eed p~ 

t. VJ . Lenin : Coltedd Work,, Ruulan tl"xt, 3rd tdlUon, Vol. Zt, 
p. 750, 
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fesaional officers ; on account. of all this, it has great oom­
bat power and high combat read1neas, etc. 

Facini a completely new problem and in conditions 
of great dlfflculty, relying on the support and creativeneu 
of the people, while dl&bandlng the old army, Lenin 111d 
the Russian Communist Party gradually and successfully 
solved a ,eries of problems l'egarding the priMiplet of 
building 4 """'•IYP, Ttgular army of lhe prolet4rl01l St4lt­
the worker•p"4101lt Red Army. Lenin defined the function 
and tasks of the R«t Anny, the revolutionary and popular 
nature of the army of the proletarian State, the system of 
Party organi:ta.tion, political work and the close leadership 
of the Communist Piarty in the Army, the Jines and poUcles 
regardlng th• training and forming ol .. dr .. , the prin­
ciples of organization, equipment, education and training 
tor th~ Soviet army, the Soviet military a1·t, etc., :as well 
M m•ny other ,..,~t:, ol the Red Army's life. 

In the course oC building the Red Army, Lenin had 
to carry on a determined and persistent struggle against 
nU erroneous tendencies. Lenin shattered the schemes of 
the Menshevik, sccial-revolutio11ary and anarchist ele­
ments who misused the slogan "arming the people" to 
launch a frantic oppoSition to the Party's policy and line 
ol building the Red Anny. At the Party's 8th Cong,.,., 
Lenin and his comrades•in-ann aho defeated the ' 'milit­
ary opposition group" within the Party who opposed 
tho heightening of discipline, the centralized and unified 
command. etc., i.e. the very principles ·of building a rc-­
gular Red Army. 

After the end o! 'the ClvJI War, once again the prob• 
lem of the form. of the Soviet State's military organiz.otion 
wa• put to discuuion.. The Communirl Party he;idod by 
Lenin resolutely rejected the Trotskyi1t t~ndency which 
demanded that the Red Army be disbanded and wholly 
Integrated with the system ol people's mlliU• 
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Revolutionary practice has demonstrated that Lenin's 
thesJS was e.xtrernely du.r.iighted and accurate. The 
victory of the Soviet State in defeating the armed 
Intervention of the imperialist bloe in collusion with in• 
temal counter-revolutionaries in an attempt to smother 
the Soviet State at birth, the great vfotory of the Soviet 

Union In the patriotic war of 1~1-1945 which defeated 
German fascism a'nd Japanese militarism were lndissolu• 
bly linked with that correct thesis of Lenin. It is known 
all over the world that, during the Second World War, it 
was the Soviet Red Army, the powerful regular army of 
the ftnt Soviet State In the world that played the decisive 
and direct rol6 In defeating the aggressor annlE>s, over ten 
mUUon strong and equipped with ultra~rnodem weapons, 
of C..rman fas,ism and Japane.se mllitarism, driving the 
aggressors out of the Soviet Fatherland and making a 
direct contribution to the liberation of many: countries in 
Europe and Asia ; it pursued the German Nazis and de,.. 
troyed the.m in their very hideouts1 saving mankind from 
the !uclst peril. 

The Red Army not only proved itsell absolutely supe­
rior to the enemy in politics and morale, but also turned 
out, in the course of the war, to be superior to the enemy 
in both numerical strength and quality or men, in qu.an. 
Illy and quality of modern w•apon., and equlpment, ln 
combat technlc;_ues and the art of command. It was that 
powerful force that enabled the Red Army to launch 
counter~offenshe and offensjve operations on a very 
large scale, annihilating tens of enemy divisions In a 
single campaign, breaking through their defensive lines, 
liberating large areas of territory, creating decisive turn­
Jng point, in the war and eventually leading lt to great 
victory. 
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Lenin's thesis on building the regular Soviet Red 

Anny wu a further development of Marx' and En.gets• 
theory on the mllltary organization of the socialbt Sta~ 
under new hiatorical conditions, when the socialist State 
- flCed with a hoetlle encirclemtnt by th• capltalist 
world. The ,reat vatu-, nf this: thesis u .. J.n the fACt thot 
It bu pointed out to the proletariat that Jn the imperiali,I 
period, when imperialism, with its exlremely warlJke 
nature, hu under its comm.and huge aggressive 1mdes, 
equipped with ultra•modem weapons, it is essential th.at 
the socialist State, to safeguard its security, should have 
a powerful regular standing army And not only the armed 
people. Relying on the superiority of the new soda! system, 
on the ever developing material and technical basis of 
IOclalism, and using its State machinery, th, proletariat in 
power is perfectly able to build such an army quickly, a 
new-type, modem regular army, as a firm mainstay for 
the national defence of the socialist State. 

The quest.Jon then is : when the sociillist State has 
built up such a powerful regular atandjng army, what 
about the problem of arming the people? 

Lenin held that it was necessary to build the tocia.lilt 
Red Army "" the bans of arming tlie people. At the third 
Congress of the All Russian Soviets of Workers, Peasants 
and Soldiers, Lenin told the story of an old FinnW, woman 
who met a Red Army soldier when she was gathering fir. 
wood. lns:tead of seWng the wood u the Taarbt aoldie:rs 
would have done, the Red Anny soldier ilelped her to 
father more. From this Lenin concluded that the people 
ilad voiced a different vlew of the solditr, the Red Army­
man : 0 

.. , They are saying lb.at' from now Ol'I they tbould 
not fear a man with a rifle, for this man will defend the 
labouring people and relentlnsJy smuh the exploiters' 
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"' 
yoke ... " 1 This was a real revolutionary arrny, a people's 
army. Lenin went on to deal wi"lh the relations between tht 
Red Anny and the armed people : '·This is what the people , 
have felt, and that is why when the ordinary people wilh­
out education say th.at the Red Guards are doing their 
ulmost to fight the exploiters, this propaganda ls an invin­
cible force. It will penetrate millions and 1ens of millions 
of people and lay a firm foundDUon for the work that the 
French Commune in the 19lh cenlul'y began to build, but 
only tor a short period of time Q$ ·u was defeated by the 
bourgeoisie. This PfOpaganda will build up the socialbt Red ~ 
Army on tl1c basis of arming Ou? people, a thing which all 

socialists have dreamt of." 2 

In the 8th Congress of the Bolshevik Party when in-. . . 
s1st1ng on the necessity of concentrating efforts on building 
up the Red Army, Lenin also pointed out that the Party 
continued to 1tuai,ttaiu Ute syatem. of people's militia. The 
programme adopted at the Congress also set forth the task 
of giving military training to aU labouring people and 
building close relations between reorganized troops and 
St.ate enterprises, trade union.s, organizations o( poor 
peasants, etc. 

In the Sovfot Union, right after the victory of the 
October Re,volution, the armed (orces ol the revolutionary 
masses, the guards, the guerilla det.adunents oI workers 
and poor peasants already played a very important part 
in the stn1ggle against the rebellions by counter-revolu­
tionaries. When the Worker-Peasant Red Army was newly 
set up, it was tJ1e ' ' red guards"' that consUtut<!-d its core. 

I. V.J. LcnJ!): Collcc," Work,. F'r~ch text, Jes EdllioM Soclitlc-i, 
Paris and for~J«n L:aneu~tet Publiahln.g House. Moscow 1951. Vol 26 
p, 4M. ' · ' 

2. VJ. LC'!n.Ln : Collt:c-lvd Work,, l'rench tc.xt. op. cit., Vol iii. 
I). 484. • 
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Before the Red Anny grew into a million-strong force, 

the guerilJa detachments in the various regions of the 
country were one or the main £orces in the people's fight 
against the foreign interventionists and white guards. 
During the civil wa.r, hundreds of thousands of guerillas 
fought In the 1,111,my'c reu, lh cloce cOotilJnalion wit.Ii 
the .Red Anny. Many unHs an<l columns of the reguJar 
army were built up from gucr illn detachments ln the 
civil war. 

After the victory of lhe civil war, parallel with the 
tedu:ction or the numerical strengtJ, and the he'.lghtening 
ot. t he quality of t11e Red Army, the system of people's 
militia wru; maintained for many years undcrr vnrious 
forms suitable to the !iipecific condiLlons or each period. 

During the great patriotic war of 1941-1945, under 
the leaders.hlp of the Communist Party of the Sov:iet Union 
headed by Slalin, the formation~ of guerillas, militia and 
fighting workers, etc., also played a great role in defeating 
German fascism in their Fatherland, in coordination with 
the Red Army. 

In areas temporarily held by t.he Germans, .a miUion 
guerilla figh te rs organized by the Communist Party in 
the course of the war conducted a very her,olc fight. 
They annihilated millions of enemy troops and immobilized 
one,tenth of the total s trength of the German land forces. 
Even on the main fronts. the armed people !ought side by 
side wUh the Red Army, defending eve1')" jnch of the 
Soviet moU,crland. During Jarge-scalc carnJ~igns, tens of 
militia divisions together with the people fougl,t in to-­
ordination with the Red Army lo achl0\'e immortal ex­
ploits in cotnbat and ancillary services. · 

The close tlghWng c-oordination of the standing army 
t>f Lhe Soviet State and the armed people in the great 
JX'triotic war, with the Soviel Red Army playing the 
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essentitil part, was a vivid picture of people's wa.r in 
modern conditions. 

The Soviet people and Red Anny fighters are very 
proud ot the tremendous power ot the peopfo's sacred 
war against German fascism in 1941 .. 1945. This pride was 
re.fleeted in lhe$e lines of a Soviet song, very popular 
o.mong the people : 

'' People's war, 
The sacred war". 

It 'NAS a viclOry of Soviet military science: of the 
Marxist.Leninist line of people's war; it was al$<> the 
victory of the pri.nclple ot building up military organiza• 
tions worked out by Marx, Engels and Lenin which the 
Communist Party of the Soviet. Union applied in new con• 
dltions. 

During and after the Second World War, the revolu­
tionary movements of the people in various countries were 
develoi;ing tempestuously: many insurrections and re,. 
volutionary wars broke out everywhere from Europe to 
Asia. The great victory of the Red Army over fascism, the 
great victory of the revolutionary struggles of the world 
people led to the birth of a series of socialist countries 
formine a world system. The struggles of the world peo-. 
ple for socialism, national independence, democracy and 
peace have given rise to a revolutionary high tide which 
Is continually at.tacking imperialism. 

It was in the flames of the armed insurrections and 
revolutionary wars since the October Revolution, durin,g 
and after the Second World War, that the birth and ropid 
development of tl,e revolutionary tt,rm9d for<:os of the peo.. 
pie of 1he soc1alJsL countries in Europe:, A.,ia and Latin 
America took plnce. Owing to different specific eondHions 
and historical backgrounds, the revolutionary armed forces 
of 'the s>ciallst rountde:s have different histories and levels 
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of development and different organlzatlonal structures, 
but most of them were born from the guerilla movements 
against internal reactionaries and ago.inst fascist aggres• 
son ; they were organlud Into armles whlle including 
anned formations of the masses under various forms. 

In Asia, in the process of Jong and arduous revolution­
ary armed struggle.~ against impertallsm, feudallsm and 
bureaucratic capitalism, the Chinese people organized the 
worker-peasant Red Army, carried out the "mobilit.ation 
of the whole people, arming the whole people". and 
ae:hieved a great victory. The Vietnamese peoplt- suC<'ess­
fully carried out armed insurrections nnd revolutionary 
wars ; the armed forces of our people are a typic:i.l exam­
ple of success in the creative applicntion of the Marxist­
Leninist theses on arming the masses and building up the 
anny; we shall deal with that in tater chapttrs. 

By various forms of struggle, many colonies :\nd de-­
pendent countries have also won independence to a vary. 
Ing degr..,. 

Many have won inde1>endence through o.rm~d strug­
gle. They have become nationalist countries. During the 
armed struggle as well as art er victory, stvcral of the-m, 
actively anti-imperialist and nnti--colonialist, have striven 
to build up their armed fore.es by organizing 1he armies 
of the nationalist S tate power, while arming the people 
to some extent. 

At present, the people in many c..'Ouratries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America who are conductinjl'. armed 
struggles to win power ond national independ~cc are 
applying the:sc lessons of experience for tl1e orgonlznlion 
of the revolutionary a rmed forces in their own specific: 
conditions. 
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Subjec~ed to attacks from sevenll directions and suf­
fering defeat af1.er defeat, lmperiaUsm, wlLh US imperial~ 
ism at its head, has resorted lo very perfidious and cruel 
policie-s to oppose the revolulionttry movements of the _ 
world people, in an attempt to maintain its privileges and 
interests. The imperi31ists strive to incrca;e the <lt:!ence 
budgets, intensify the arms race, devc1op weapons of mass 
destruclion, build military bases everywhere, set up milit.. 
ary allfanc:es, continually launc,h nrmed interventions., 
.. special" ~nd •• limit«xl" wars of aggression, and prepare 
for a new ·.vorld w~r . 

To defend the socialist fatherland, to defend world 
peace and lO defeat the war schemes and mancx:-uvrcs of 
imperialJsm, the socialist countries are trying hard to 
strengthen their defence capaciti~ at the same time as 
continuing the work of economic construction and scien­
tific and ttt:hnoJoglcal dc\'clopment. Relying on the supe­
riority of the socialist system and on the results achieved 
in the building of the material and technic:ll found:iUon 
o1 sociaUstn and communism, the socialist countries are 
concerned with building up the revoluliof!ary armic, 
along modtrn lines to a different degree according to their 
specific conditions. They unceasingly heighten the revolu­
tionary nature of the socialist armies, and equ1p Lhem with 
ever more modem weapons and means including both 
nuclear weapons, missiles and conventional arms. 

While buildJng up a modern army, many socialist 
countries pay great. attention to arming the popular 
masses - workers, coUective peasants - on a large scale 
with fom1s of organization tmd equipment suited to ·their 
needs, so a5 t.o develop to the maximum the force or the 
mas..<1,-s ::ind of the !':ocialist ~y1'W.m in ~treneth"ning n:i.­
tional defence and dctending the country. 

* 
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F-rom the the-orctical and practical basis outlined 
above, what conclusions should be drawn ? We may con­
clude that: 

Arming tM uvolutionarv 1na.sset in combiut.ion witll 
building up the nvolutionary army is the comprehen.sive 
principle of Mar.tis-m-.Len.in!sm regarding the form o/ miUt­
a"v o"ganization o/ th~ socioH,t. counf~ie,' de/e,u:-e ' t1-'t"Tn, 
and o/ wan of liberation~ national defence wa.n a.nd revohi­
tionary war.s by tile peoples in ou.r time. This principle U' 
dnieloped from Marx' and Engels' the,i, on otna.ing the 
people to Lenin's thesi.s on building up the revolution.ary 
army on the baN of ann~ng tP1e peop·le. 

Marx, Engels and Lenin thus brillianUy E.ummed up 
lhe lessons of experience in building up Lhe military or­
ganizations of lhe proletariat and oppre~ peoples in 
the course or their protracted revolutionary struggle to 
seize power and defend it. To some extent, it is also a 
continuation and creative: dt'!volopment of tl1e experirnce 
of organizing the armed forces ot the revolutionary classes 
and th<' victims of oppression and aggression in the hislo­
rical periods before the appearance of Marxism. 

Starting from scratch in their revolutions to over• 
throw the n1le of the bourgeoisie, imperialists and feudal­
ist.s, t.hc proletariat, the labouring people nnd opprcssOO 
peoples could not, naturally, have an army at the outsel 
In the course ot the revolulion, when the qut-sUon of 
armed struggle and armed Insurrection arose, t.he pro· 
lektriat, labouring people and oppressed peoples had. 
necft.ssarily1 to set up their own military organization. As 
a rule, its initial form w~ the anned masses1 and the 
rcvolutlon:uy :trmy wu gradually built up on tho buts: of 
arming the masses. In insurrections the armed ma$:SCS 

usually played the moin role; sometimes the role of a 
shock force was played by a revolutionary army. As the: 
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lnsurrtetlon.s develc,ped lnto revolutionary wan, the posi: 
tion of the revolutionary :.irmed forces included both the 
anny and the armed masses. 

The question of building up a regular 3nd st.anding 
revolutionary army in 'the strict sense could only be tack· 
ted wl',en the proletariat end labouring people had stized 
power and laatl a state, Th~ fonn of mUit-Of'!J o,,gani.%otio• 
of rhe sociali.at State, the peopte':t democratic St4tt, tohich 
is nble to develop to the ma:rimum tl1e comb4t power of 
the peiJple nnd 1he neto Teghne, conyiaU in a combinati<m 
of building up a ngular ,nodem revolutionary army with 
anning the ,-evolutionary moues t11tt1tSivety and on a large. 
scale. The armed masses and the revolutionary :1rmy arc 
two component parts of the armed forces of 'the State, in• 
which the standing army is the core force and the armed 
massei the extens.lve force. That Is why attention should 
be paid to buiJdlng up the army white developing the 
forces of the armed masses. 

The close combination or the above com1)0ncnts in the 
armed force:s ot the socialist Stnte is one reason. for abso­
lute superiority of the soclalist regime over the exploiting 
regimes. 

Under the State regimes of the exploiting classes, cs 
the interests o( the ruling classes and th0$e o( the la­
boudng people are completely opposed, there Is a Iun­
:lamenl:.l opposition between the popu)nr masse$ on tht 
one side and the State and its standing tinny on the other. 
The mlin,; Stale regards the armed revolutionary reoplc 
;ui 51 d imgM to iLci existence. The renclionary rulers would 
often ralher huve the motherland lost to the enemy than 
nrm lhc people. A~ Engels once observed, they will com• 
promJse w1lh 1hcir <"ntcHest enemy who has the same 
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origin as theirs rather than ally themselves with the peo­
ple. There have been instances when the feudal and bour­
geois classes, still playing a progressive role in history and 
still animated by nationalism, proceeded to arm the peo­
ple so that the latter could fight the aggressors alongside 
the s tanding a rmy. But even in th0$e cases the arming wa.s 
limited. 

Under the socialist regime, the sltuation is quite dif• 
ferent. The exploiting classes have been over-thrown, the 
system of ,xploitation of man by man abolished, the sys--

. tem of national and collective ownership built up, and 
th~ collective mastery of the labouring people established. 
'111e function of the socialist armM forces - the main fn .. 
strument of violence of the State of dictatorship <1f the 
proletariat- is to suppress internal and external enemies, 
to defend the new regime, to defend the Interests of. the 
labouring poople. It is this high political and moral identity 
in the new society, together with the ever developing 
material and technical forcQS of socialism, th.at constitutes 
the most solid basis for building up the new•type modern 
revolutiom1.ry armed forces and for bringing to new heights 
the combi.ned combat strength of the revolutionary army 
and the armed masses. The armed forces of the socialist 
State are tht first one, in histOYy to include workers and 
peo.sant, 1oho are -really masters oj their own de.slinies, 
having high political <"01UCiott,ness and ntdy to sacrifice• 
werydtfng for the iOt"inlist and conununis-t !deal. Tlaey are 

1invincib!e a.nMd forcu. 

·, 
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CHAPTER II 

OUR PEOPLE'S TRADITION AND EXrERIENCJ:: 
IN BUILDING THE ARMED FORCES 

The Marxist-Leninist thesi$ on the military orgnniia­
tion of the proletariat i$ primarily ba$ed on the praclioe 
and experience of proletarian revolutions Dnd naUonal 
wars in Europe in the time of capitalism and Imperialism, 
and 3lso on the practice and experience of military strug• 
gle an<J the milibry organization of various classes and 
peoples throu~h different ages. 

Wh~n 'fie study the history of i;truggle 3gainst foreign 
aggression and the history of military organization o( our 
people, we notice salient features which differ from those 
o! the military struggles and milltary organization of many 
European countries. What Engels wished for with regard 
to nation-wide insurrections and people's war and with 
reg:::ird to du? arming ol the masses in Evrope in the 19th 
century had occurred rather frequently in our country 
many centuries before, even under feudalism. The original. 
vivid and ?ich practice and <-xperience of our people hteve 
further demonstrated the genius of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin in \forking out the principles of nation•wide insuz. 
rection and people's war as well as that of the military 
organizatfon of the proletariat and nations ruuggling for 
liber.1t.ion. 

. Unlike many Western countries, where the formalion 
o( nations was generally related to lhe dl<iintegraUon of 
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feudalism ond the appearance of capitalism, our n•tion 
,vu formed and developed from the struggles In anclent 
Um .. against t he aggression and rule of foreJg,, feudalism. 
Many nation.at 1tpriring.s and no.ti01M1l war, occurred con­
tinually in the course of the many centuf'ies of our hi.ltory. 

Viet Nam was on-e of the cradles of mankind. From 
the time when the Hung kings founded the State of Van 
I.ang, through the two thou.sand yean or so before our 
era, ln the struggles against nature and against other 
tribes to survive and grow, th~ Viet ~ribes had gradually 
built ui> fairly solid bases from which the natJon was to 
take shape : they lived for a long time over a definite area 
of land ; they had their own language ; they set up an 
economy and a socl~poUtlcal system wlth a certaln level 
of development; they created their own cultural and moral 
traditions. And so our people developed a national feeling 
and consclou.snea, a 1eose of being mo.sters ill their own 
land, at a very early date-, and their vitality was very 
strong. In the course of struggles •g•inst powerful •s~ 
gressora, the Vietnamese people succeeded in preserving 
their native land ; they fought heroically and intelligently 
and worked with diligence and tenacity so as to survive 
and develop. 

Ours is a rich and beautiful land, with ,,aat natural 
resourees, located In a strategic position In Southeast ~•• 
it the crossroads of important land and sea ,out.ts from 
north to south aod from east to west, like a starling base 
from the mainland to the ocean, a bridgehead from the 
ocean to the mainland. That is why powerful aggressive 
forces always coveted and tried to attack our country with 
o view to exploiting and enslaving our people and using 
our land as a springboard to expand their .influence to 
·other directions. So, all th.rough their long history, our 
people havf: had continually to face wars of aggresaton 
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111.nd to wage we.rs to defend the Fatherland and preserve 
national independence, continually to rise up in insurrec­
tions and fight wars of liberation to win back national 
inde,pendence. National feeling and national consciousness, 
the sense of being masters in their own land, a resolute 
determination to struggle to safeguard and '-Arin back na• 
tional independence have developed through those insur­
rections and wan. Our people hcn>e gradoolly built and 
vigoro~ly enriched a preciO\U tradition: a tradition of 
heroic 1lru991e against foreign aggression, for in.dependmct 
and freedom. 

Ours is a small countey, without a large area or popu• 
latlon. At the beginning of the Christian era, our people 
lived mainly in the present area of Bae Bo and North.em 
Trung Bo. The population was about one million in Lht 
time of the Trung sisters i later on, our territory was ex• 
tended and our population increased. But the aggresson 
uaually commanded much greater forces. In circumstances 
when they had to oppose ct ,mall forc,e to grtater force,, in 
order to preserve 1he native land, and to defeat cruel ~e­
mies, our people had to bring Into full play the atN!ngth of 
the whole people, of the whole nation, and oould not rely 
on the anny alone. 

All of our people's atruggles agalnst foreign aggressloo 
were just ones. Our people were always 'animated by an 
ardent patriotism, a high sense of national cohesion and 
sovereignty, o. resolute and undaunted will to fight against 
overwhelming numbers. That is: why in the natwnal iuur­
recdom and national wcrr, of O\&f' history, a.t regcmU the 
military org@ization the f&ree usually conai,ted of the 
ann.e,r veople orgnn-izN iflto insu.,.gent unit,, or tht notiona.l 
army and generoi,y, there was o combinatton berween ,M 
Mmed peop·le •and tht notional army ond vice versa. 
Our people soon built up and developed the tradition ot 
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•• the whole nation Joining forces" 1 against foreign aggres­
llon. That was the key to viotory whlcn the national hero 
Tran Quoc Tuan 2 set forth as a princlpJe as early as tbe 
13th century, baJing himself on the combat experleoce of 
our people thousands of years before. Thi• principle has 
evolved int'o the line of "unUy of the whole people'-' in 
odr own time. It was under the TrAn tli.at the saying 
11 everyone a soldier'' ~ame cofflmon. ' And since time 
immemorial, there has been the popular saying : 0 \Vhen 
the enemy comes to your houte, even the women should 
ftghL" That is an impressive practice but also a very 
famiUar one in our nation's life ·and struggles. 

The participation of the muses in the national upris­
ings and wan in our country, the tradition of "the whole 
nation joining forces" and of the whole people fighting the 
enemy, enable us to afft.nn that national uprisings and wan 
in our history have long been people's uprisings and peo­
ple's uiaf'1. Those people's upriaings and people's wars, led 
mainly by lht feudal cl ... , occurred fairly frequently and 
attained a fairly high level of development, although there 
were UmitaUons with regard to the leading class 11,nd other 
historic-al conditions. A further question arlsts : what about 
claas struggles within our nation and the mi1ito.ry orgl'lniz.a­
tion in such struggles? 

Like all clus societiea and ones divided by class anta• 
gonism, our Vietnamese society also evolved and developed 
through fierce cl.ass struggles within the nation, mainly be­
tween the feudal class and the peasants. TAe army of the 
ftu&ll State in our coun.ITT; wa., a4o an ht.tf,rument of the 
feudal eta.ts to maintain its rule, with an inUntal Junct.iort 

--1. Tnln ·Qut'lc Tu,n ••TflLlment .. : Quoc Gi11 TI11th L1i1c. 
l. A ,e:ne,-1 undtr the Tran dynuty, 
3. IOt-otn DIM Vi, : Su Tl'lcmO 01•.m C'uo,ig /lillc, (Texll and COm• 

menlS on lbe V~t Ne.tkmal RI.story by lfflJM"l'lal Ordtt), Book 6, 
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of Tepre,sing the people, primarily th,e peasants, and an 
uternal function of figh.t.ing the aggressor, and w aging ag­
gre.ssive wa.rs again.st other coun.triet. When the class anta• 
gonism within the nation became acute, usually when no 
foreign aggre!ision was occurring, tl1e Vdelname.se peasants, 
who had a fairly hlgh sense of revolution and democracy, 
often rose up in fierce !Struggle$, organizing their own 
armed forees and waging peasant lnsurl'ec::Uons and peasant 
wars ngainst feudalism in the country, This 1s an important 
problem but it raHs outside the scope ol this essa,y. 

However, when facing the periJ or foreign aggression 
or under n continuous threat from aggressive for~s in 
pence time, when the contradictions between our nation 
and foreign feudalist aggressors came to the fore, the 
various clnsse-s within our nation rallled togeU1er and 1em• 
porarily set aside their contradictions to concentrate the 
forces of the whole- nation against foreign lggrMslon, ex• 
cept for a few cases when the Ceudalist.s betrayed the 
nation and surrendered to the aggressors. NaUonal strug• 
glc, in the view of Marxi$m, is also a form o[ class ~trug• 
gle ; in our '~ untry, during those times, It was the stntg• 
gle between the alfinnoe of feudalis ls and peasants to de-­
fonrl the country on one side, and the Corelgn teudat dass 
whleh committed aggression on the othier side. The feudal 
cl{:UIS in our country, in the early stages ot their rise, also 
possessed n national spirit. They took certain democratic 
measures to encourage the people to fight ugninst foreign 
aggression. Tran Quoc Tuan had the idea of ••sparing the 
people's forces'• to creato "deep roots a.nd solid ba!>eS" for 
the regime, considering it .. the best policy for the detence 
o[ the countr/ '. That is why the national movement in 
our cow,try was not separat.ed from t.he feudal class in 
their organizing and leadJng actlvitles at the time when 
this class st.ill played a positive role in ovr history, above 

TO ARM THP. RJ:VOLlJTIOlfARY MASSI:$ ••• '" 
all, it could net be separated from the strong forces of the 
peasants, who were ardent pat.riots an,d then made \IJ) the 
vast majority oI our people. There.fore, when the feudal 
class became decadent and bet-rayed the nation, our peas­
ants rose up against feudalism. They sclzed the banner of 
national independence as happened during the 'ray Son 
movement Jed by Nguyen Hue. The Tay Son peas.ant move­
ment be-ca.me a national movement and brought our na­
tional uprising and war to a very hias:h level ot dtvcJop­
ment, overlhrowing the country's feudaJisls, defeating 
foreign aggression, achieving great vh:torles. 

The birth and development of our nation, the tudi• 
tion of the whole e<tuntry fighting the enemy and the 
whole people becoming soldiers as exemplified in the 
national uprisings and wars are obviously original features 
and gttat rea.llUes in our his tory. They have dominated 
many aspects of our nation's social activHies. They have 
had a profound effect on the insurre,ctions o.nd wars, on 
the mili tary organi.iation of our nation during part national 
upri.sings and wars. 

• 
The struggles against foreign nggressJon amt tJ,e milit­

ary organization of our people during ti~ centuries before 
our era are to 50me extent reRecled in legends. mythology 
and historical documents. 

It was not without reason that, during the. time of the 
Hung kings and the State of Van Lang, besides the myth 
o( Son Tinh-Thuy Tinh (The Mountain Gt.nie and the 
River Genie) referring t.o our people's arduous struggle 
against naturai forces, there was also tthe legend of Thanh 
Giong praising our forefathers' heroic fight against foreign 
Jnvadc-rs. The Legend of Thanh Giong crystallizes th~ 
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typical features of our nation's tradition of fighting f.oreign 
aggression : its indomitable f\ghUng spirit, the invincible 
slrength of the people in nrms, etc. Thanh Glong magic.ally 
grew llll when he heard the call for national salvation. 
He used both an iron staff and bamboos to fight the e.nen,y 
and was foHowed by peasants holding h~ ftshiermen 
with their line-s o.nd litt le bulfaJo. tenders with their sticks ... 
This pure and symbolic legend was the picture of' ., the 
whole nation fighting the enemy" and "the whole people 
in arms'' tn the remote pasl 

Also there were, in very early lime,, armed people 
who spont:Jneously rose up against foreign aggressi on. In 
11:he third century B.C., the Au Lac people and other Viet 
it.dbes fought for doz.ens o1 years against th~ Chin aggres• 
sors, chose the cleverest men as generals, conducted sur• 
prise attacks at night, k;iUed hundreds of thousands of 
ienern.y troops and eventually won victory. This way of 
!fighting and organizi ng forces was characteristic of t he 
popttlar masses who, prompted by hatred of the enemy 
·rose up to annihilate the.rn. This reminds us of the vaUant 
and mobile way ot fighting with scattered formatiortis used 
'by the American insursents in the w3r ol independence 
~gainst British colonialist rule in the 18th century which 
Engels praised. The pcopl,e in arms, fighting spontaneously 
in such a. way, were 1·eally .. guerilla fighters" in the case 
ot our people In antiquity. 

In our history, the organization of c national army to 
fight foreign Invaders also appeared at a very early time. 
King An Duong V1wng'i army included ground troops and 
naval troops, the Co Lo.1 Cit.idel was both a land b!lse and 
a naval base. That army bad a very eft~tive weapon, tl1e 
.. multiple-arrow crossbow" which co\1ld discharge :several 
nrrows at n lime, using the famou~ bronze arrowheads, 
madt> in great quantities, thousands of which have tteently 
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been u.ncart.hed in the Co Loo a1·ea. All that speaks for the 
early development of military organization in our country. 
The ::1ppearance of the .. multlpJe.arrow crossbow" and 
bronze arrowheads marked a big step forward in militttry 
techn.iq·ucs at the time. Was this the origin of the myth 
o~ ••the magic crossbow''? But ,even with such '"magic 
crossbows" King An Duong Vuong met with disaster as 
he did not rely on the people and sl ackened vigiJance. He 
was defeated hy Trieu Da. 

Then beg.in t he period of dominatlon by foreign feu• 
dalis-ts. For ten long centttries, ou.,. people continually ,-oae 
up in. .struggle to tibnnM t-he country and 10in back nation a.I 
independence. It was a period when national uprisings 
succedeed each other in every century, and several of 
them turned tnto tocrs of liberation. It began with the 
uprising o( the Trung SistcrS which defeated the enemy 
over the whole country, followed by insurrectio0s ltd 
res~tlvely by Chu Oat, Luong Long, Lady Trieu, Ly Bi, 
Ly Tu T ien and Dinh JCien, Mai Thuc Loan, Phung Hung, 
Duong Thanh and crowned by the uprising of Khnc Thua 
Du and, the victory of Ngo Quyen. on the Bach D:m_g River, 
which ,put an end to foreign domination and won back 
independence for the nation. 

G<merally speaking, during that period of foreig .. , rule, 
our nation could not, naturally, have its own nrmy. The 
people's armed forces consisted mainly of insurgent troops 
built up du,ring the uprisings .and led by the lac hau 
(civilian chie!s), UJc ,uong (military chiefs) and patriotic 
notables, the representatives of the feudal class of that 
time. Those troops had the character of .1rmed forces of 
the insb.rgent people, and to s.ome extent they were more 
or less like an army. The iosurgent forces were sometilnes 
limited and sometimes· lnrge, by~ im;l\1ded i:lements from 
various social s.1 rata -patriotic people, lowlanders and 
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highlanden, pattiotic nolabJcs, tribal chiefs and man­
darins, etc 

After the victory of the insurrections or when they 
turned into wars of liberation, the leaden tried to organize 
a nati011al army of a certain level to conduct the wars. 

The people's movements of struggle and insurgents' 
urris:ing:s ti.lad an effect on Violnamos.o soldiors in th• pay 
of the !ortign administration : many mu.tinier broke out. 
1n the muHny ot 803, the Vietname$C comm~nder Vuong 
Quy Quyen joined his men ln rising up and chasing out 
the foreign mand.e.rins.. 

Our J>EOpl~'s national consciousness and patriotism in 
this period revealed itself clearly in the many uprisings, 
the most typic;i.l of which was that of the Trung Sisters at 
the beginning of our era. Its orlg'inalily lay in the fact that 
t.he uprising in Me Linh led by the two Sl.st.ers met with 
" simultaneous response'' l from the peopJe and civilian 
and military chiefs throughout the 65 districts and towns. 
i.e. the whole country at that time. That .. simultaneous 
re.sponse" by the whole country to the Trung Sisters' call 
for national salvation was indeed a rare event in history. 
It could be said to be a .. concerted uprising'', a people's 
insurrection, reflecting the marked national consciousness 
of the chieis and people in the various tribes that formed 
the old Kir:gdom of Au Lac. 

The inrurttction led by the Trung Sisters was success~ 
ful. Our national Jndependcnce was restored. The Sisters 
founded a court, organiied a State and an army of the 
nation. Three years lat.er, the aggressors invaded our coun­
try once again. The Sist~u• young army was defeated by 
the enemy. 

1. Ho.11 Jiu lhll CJ-liltor7 o! the Late H an). 
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Ly Bi's insurrection in the middle of the 6th century 

was carried out on a very large scale as it succeeded In 
"rallying valiant fighters from various districts" in a 
simultaneous uprising, and overthrew foreign rule within 
U1ree months. Ly Bi's insu.rgent troops immediately seized 
the city of Long Bien and successively detea1.ed the two 
rounter.affensives by the Luong aggressive arr.Ly, 

After victory, the State of Van Xuan and I.he army o1 
the independent St.ate were established. In the subsequrnt 
national war ol rcsis't.ance, Ly Bi's troops were defeated. 
But Trieu Quang Phuc reorganized the force,. wilhdrew 
lo the Da Trach base and advocated a "protra<ted fighting 
strategy"• re$orting to small attacks, isolated engagements, 
surprise assaults and night raids to wear out the enemy, 
then taking advantage of gr-eat disorders unde: the Luong 
dynasty, he launched a counter.offensive to defeat the ag­
gressors and win back independence. The Van Xuan in­
dependent Slat.e lasted over halt a century. That was • 
great victory of our people at that time. The idea of pro­
tracted fighting thus appeared. The tactlcs of small attacks, 
isolated engagements, surprise assaults and night raids 
developed to a new level. 

After· the defeat of the State of Van Xuan, during the 
next three centuries., our people never ceased Lo rise up 
in arms and launched many insurrections. Then in the 10th 
century the struggles gained impetus. ReJyJng on this 
mo,•ement and while the Tang dynasty was weakened by 
successive peasant revolts, the Tang governor was dis­
missed and killed o.nd Khuc ThU4 Du rose up with the 
support ol th~ people and proclaimed himself governor, 
winning back national i:iovcrcignt.y. During t.hc :;ubeequent 

I, Do:i Vt•t Su K" To,a.a Th (Comp1ek Hbtoey ?f D•i Vieu : 
tht Ul'IJ' Ly pedod. 
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twenty years, this sovereignty underwent hard trials and 
was successively lost nnd recovered_ It was only in 938 
that Ngo Quyen,s anny, with the Bach Dang River victory, 
defeated the Nam Han :iggressors and our nation really 
won back independence. This naval battle, using war 
vessels and iron•tipped wooden piles and fought in a valiant 
nnd re..wurcehtl manner, shows the 'level of fighting and 
development of our nation:il army at the time, The his­
torian Le Van Huu wrote, in praise of Ngo Quyen's exploll, 
th.at Ngo Quyen had "used the newly founded army of 
our Viet nation to defeat hundreds of thousands of Luu 
Hoang Thao's troops" ; he "made use of cfover t.aetlcs 
and clever fighling". 0 founded a State and proclaimed 
himselt king►-, thus preventing the aggressors frorn invad• 
ing our country once again. 

The Bach Dang victory marked a great turning point 
in our history. That. was the beginning of a. period when 
our nation, l1a·vhig won f"OTllplete independence and hat>t1'g 
b11Ht up and developed a-n ever 11wre prosperous feudal 
State, con&olidated and pretm,ed this independence for 
1ru1t1y cen.tttrfes. Through various dynasti~ the centralized 
feudal State worked out ever more perfected ways by 
which to build up and consolidate the adrnJnlstrative 
machinery at the central and various locaJ levels, to step 
up econoinic construction and cultural development, to con­
soJidate and strengthen national defence. Our people, under 
U1e Je.adership of the feudal class - which was playing a 
positive role in national development - waged various 
wars Jt>r t1tc defenfc of t.1te ,. .. 11tlterla-nd. to preserve national 
inclepcndenet:. When the Janel was tc:mpornrJly lost to the 
enemy, our people rose up in arm,ed in.surrtttfon, and 
waged war.-. of Hherntion 1o win back independence. 

The development of the ttrmed forces of our nntfon in 
this period was closely related to tht:!!e wars and insur• 
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rec:Uons. It reffected the all•round deveJopme:nt of an in­
.dependent State set. up on the basis of a feudal regime 
which was gradually being consoUdatcd In every field. . 
. A striking difference in the building ot th~ armed forces 
of the feudal S1ate in our country and many feudal States 

·· in Europe is the system of "nitt1Jone a soldier'' instead 
of that of "mercenaries". The system of •• arming the 
whole people" In Europe relerred to by Engels appeared 

' only during the first years of the !French bourgeois re­
volution. 

The system of "everyon~ a soldier" was set up and 
gradually completed through various dynasties. 

In the Dinh•Le period, after pulllng down the 0 rebel­
Hon of the twelve su quan" (feudal warlords), the ctn• 
tralized feudal Slate Just founded, began a system o1 cen5WI 
of the population to recruit soldiers.The armed forces were 
organiied in such a way that "m.en were called up when 
nttded, ( ... ) and were sent back to ta.rm work after their 
service." 1 ThaL is why, with a not very large force in active 
service as the core, the feudal State al ·that time was able 
·to form t en army corps totalling about one million men 
under the command of General Le Hoan. That figure must 
represent all able--bodied men In the p,opulatlon at the t1me. 
It realty was a form or arming the whole people, a rare 

'foct in feudal times, but quite nect?Ssary for s-uch a rrnalJ 
nation as ours to fight foreign aggression. 

The many .. sided development of the independent fel.ldal 
State under the Ly could be c-learl,y seen through the sys• 
tem and policies rcgatding the organdzation of the armed 
fol'(es. There wns the policy of ngu binh u nong (placing 

--•• - ~ Huy Chu: Lklt Trt~111 ttftn Cl1uung Loai Cld (Rules nnd 
. Rerul.aUon, of DlA'cNDl ])yn111UC1 ClUlifted by C8ttl0f"i_et) BIJ1h Cl1t 
CM CM llltary System). 
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the military in farming) i.e. military service was brought lo 
the countryside. the farmers being soldiers, and soldiers 
doing bot.¼ military duty and farm work. The Ly divided 
t.he male population inlo lloang nam from 18 to 20 years 
of age and dai 11oa·ng nam from 20 to 60 years of age, all 
of whom had to enlist and take turns in serving in the 
a rmy and they were all called up when there was a war. 
That was what is now usually called military service. 

Under the Tran, the organiialion of the armed forces 
was based on the system or mobiliting the forces of the 
whole people, the whole nation, a~rdJng to Tr3n Quoc 
Tuan's idea of ' ' lhe whole nation jolnJng forces", em• 
bodied in the concept "everyone a soldier" at that time. 
The historian Phan Huy Chu remarked : .. The military 
was very strong at that epoch. As a rule, the troops were 
stationed in convenient plo.ces in peace time, and were 
eager to fight when a war broke out.. So under the Tran 
all the people were soldiers i therefore u,cy deCealed cruel 
enemies and strengthened the position of the nation." The 
very well-de0ncd system of organizing the army under the 

Tran reflected the obvious growth and consolidation of the 
feudal system In our country through three C'enturles of 
pet'lcefol construction. 

On tl:.e basis of "everyone a soldier", with respect to 
concrete JortM of oTganiz.ation, the feudal State built up 
various kinds of troops : na.t-iona.t troops u.nder the royal 
couTt; Te]ionat troops under noblemen a.net t-ribal chief,; 
viUagc tT:,ops, militia r,r local tToops in every village or 
locality: The national troops were c11]1ed "king's troops" 
under the Dinh and Le dynastJcs, "foot guards" or "royal 
a:uards" ~nder the Ly and Ule Tran. They were in active 
service, like the s la ndlng lorces in our time. As for those 
who were placed in the countryside, .. sent back to farm 
work in pence Ume, called up all together according to 11.be 
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list in war time", l-hey were called • •outside troops", similar 
to lhe reserve forces nowadays. T1~e 1'uon9 binh. (village 
troops), tho bfn1, (local troops) were organized by the 
feudal aulhoriLies to ensure feudal order in the villages in 
pei>ee time; when there was a war, they fought ,vllb the 
people against the aggressors, thus lorming the armed 
forces of the broad masses. 

Whfl•, during the tfim centuric.! of atruggle to,· ;111Jt: .. 
pendence, our people's armed forces had corujs led mainly 
of insurgent troops with wide participation from the masses 
In time of insurrection, during the epoch ot building and 
itrenglhening national independence, lhe role of the army 
came to the fore for nalional defence in tho wars to defend 
the Fatherland That wa.'i the regular army of the inde• 
pendent feudal State in our counUy, the organization of 
which was graduRlly perfected. The Ly army included foot 
soldi~ cavalry, e.lcphant troops and naval troops; they 
were equjpped not only with spears, lances, bows and cross­
bows, etc. but also with stone.throwing catapults.. The Tran 
troops were alrendy armed with cannon ot an early type. 
Our people paid great attenUon to equipping the nrmy, 
they knew how to make effective wMpons and war material 
on t he basis of the level of development of the forces of 
production. They also paid gret1t attention to supplying the 
troops with adequate loods, considering that "the soldiers' 
lives de~nd on their being properly fed". The men in 
active service were not very numerous but wem well train• 
ed. and when a war broke out this force could be expanded 
Yery rapidly. Great attention was paid to training the 
Lroops too. Tran Quoc TuRn wrote Bin/1 Th'.u Yeu Lu.oc (a 
handbook on rnHltary art) nnd Van Kiep Tong Bi Truyen 
Thu (dealin.a: with military s trategy anti !AcU,c,s) to holp 
train officers nnd men. 

The rules for mUltary organi7.atio11 o! the feudal state 
were described by the historian Phan Huy Chu In his book 
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Binh CM Clli (monograph on army organization), part ol 
his great work Lich Trl<u Hiffi Chuong Loai Chi under the 
following headinga I) Mllltary ranks ; 2) Recruiting 
methods ; 3) Rules for supplies and allowances to the 

troops ; 4) Methods of training ; 5) Prohibitions ; , 
6) Methods of examination ; 7) Rules of ceremony . . Thll 
teslifies 'lo the fairly high degre<! of perfection of the mllil­
ory organiu.tion in our country in former tima and to the 
vigilance of our forefathers who. after long years of peace, 
took great care to build up the armed forces, encour•ae 
the people to take military training and consolidate ,,. 
tional de!ence so a, to <Wend national Independence. 
Nwturally, the army of the feudal state did not have on\y 
the function of "'defending the country", it also had the 
function of 0 suppressing rebellions'\ i.e. putting down tht 
struggles of the people in the country. 

PJ our nation had ~overed independence and built 
a well•structur~ State, the patriotism and indomitable 
ftghting spirit ol our people rose to new heights. Whe.rus • 
during the period of foreign rule, tt was embodied in the 
determin:itlon to persevere tn the fight to wiri back in~ 
pende.nee, in the period of Independence, it manifested it• 
~If in the self-reUance in building the country, the re,, 

solute delermina.tton to fight to safeguard the territory 
and p~ese:-ve the beautiful land that their forefathers hid 
won back at the cost of gtt•t sacrifices and developed by 
their skill and by the sweat of their brows. Through t!lls . •. 
patriotism and high spirit of the whole naUon, with the 
armed foree-s built on the basis of an ever inore prosperous . 
feudal sydem, and thanks to the military geniU$ of our 
national heroes, our people were able to win some o! their 
most brilliant victories in defence of tl1e country during 
that period. Our country, though built up and strengthened 
In every feld, remained a small one. Relying on the system 

Digitized by Google 

'fO ARM THC REVOl,,VTtONAJIY IIA&SU, ,, '" 
of "eve1·yone a soldier", with small but very well•traJned 
armies, our people gloriously defeated many of the largest: 

·mOBt powerful and most ferocious armJes of aggression In 
that epoch, safeguarding the Fatherland's indepEndence and 
freedom. 

General Le Hoan defeated the Sung aggf'fSSlve army 
in the battles of Cb! Lang and Bach Dang, 

Ly Thuong Kiet took the initiative In pre<!mplive 
attacks on the enemy territory, destroying the important 
starting bales ot the aggl'flSOrs. During the subl!lequent war 
of resistance in the country, the enemy was intercepted 

·both by the big army of the Court which fought several 
battles along the river Nhu Nguyet defence lines, destroy­
Ing over half of the enemy forces, and by tens of thoussnds 

.of troops in various regions including the tho binh and the 
huong bin.h (local and village guards) in the enemy rear, 
~o attacked small deta.chments of the enemy's combat 
and transport troops in coordlnaUon with the main army. 
In the atta of Lang Son, the Tay people commanded by 
Than Canh Phuc withdrew into the jungle and made very 
tfftetlve use of the tactics of surprise and nigh~ rai~ etc. 
Thus appeared the fighting coordination !>,tween 1he """" 
4Tmy and the 1'egioftal fMce,, which ga.vc rise to the stt"ate .. 
gic COtljuncture of attacking the t1t.emy botll in fTont oM 
in it, rear. Thia form of ftghtin_g combination was really 
an origl.nal feature in the mWtary art of ·• small nation 
'ftghtlng against a stronger aggressor. The Sung war of 
aggression was defeated. The Sung had lo recogniu our 
country as an independent kingdom. . ' 
, · · During the three resistance wars a_gainst the Yuan 

"(Mongol) invaders In the 13th century, It was thanks to 
the existence of the army and the local village guards, or­
ganized on the baJis of the S)'$tem of • 'everyone a soldier• , 
that 1'ran Quoc Tuan could cleverly combine the to.cues 
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o( concc.ntraled and big battles by the reguhir army with 
that of s.-nall attacks on the spot by the local and village 
guards and the armed people Crom tho beginning to the 
end of th1! wars. The a-rmy obviously h&d a very important, 
direct and decisive role, Many ouls-t.anding batlles of anni­
hilation were successfully conduct.eel in Dong Bo Dau, Ham . 
Tu, Chuong Duong, Van Kiep, Bach Dang etc. But the 
armed p,ople were in great numbers and played a very 
important role too. The people In mountainous areas inter­
cepted. pinned down, wore out ·nnd annil1ilated many eoe-­
my lorceJ. The militia In the delln areas fought the enemy 
on the si:ot,. with their own vlllagcs .is base camps. From 
early times, our people had the experience of fight.Ing in 
the villages, which might be said to be •' fighting villages" 
such as we have now. The people also tried to hide their 
supplies, l<!aving "empty gardens and deserted houses" 
to the enemy, thus causing many di1ficulti($ to t.he enemy's 
food supply. The two words Sat tliat (Kill the Tartan) 
tattooed «m the arms of otfic.-ers and men expressed U,e very 
high determination to resist and lhe readiness to fight &n;d 
to sacrHice themselves displayed by our people at U,at Ume 
That really was a war of the entire people, of the whole 
nation,. That was a true people's war in feudal times. The 
Mongol Yuan troops of aggression who had sown devasla• 

·uon over Asfa and Europe, who had conquered and erased 
many sto.tes from the map of the world, atlac:ked Viet Nam , 
thr~ times but were three times ignominiously deleated 
by the Vietnamese people, The groat vic:t.ory of the resist• 
ance war in the Tran epoch led by the national hero Tran 
Quoc Tuan, which was due basically to the "whole nation 
joining forces0 as Tran Quoc Tuan .summed up lhe ex­
perience, 1poke for the fairly high level of development ol 
the miHt.uy nrganfaation ~t the ti.me and tho gre::.t em. 
ciency of th.e army and the armed people ln the war to 
dcifend the Fatherland. This was a very glorious vJctory 
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in a p:l'lriotic war wnged on lhc b..isis of the feudnt system, 
in the conditions of a country that hod be<:n built up o.nd 
strengthened in every field nnd oc:tively prepared in na­
tional defence durJng r.evcral centuries or pcicc. 

By the middle of the t4\h century, the Tran feudal 
group began to decline, and they inten$ified the oppression 
and exploitation ol the J.>eople. Constant revolts of peasants 
ruu.l UuJ.m:~lic ~.r~ l,1·uk.t: uut duriu.g mmrly huU c.t 1."t:ulw·y. 

Ho Quy Ly took advantage of that to usurp the throne and 
founded the Ho dyn:tSty. The J)eoptc were divJded. The 
resistance organized by Ho Quy Ly nga.inst lhe Ming 3g­
gressors relied solely on the army, sophlslictrted weapons 
and fortresses nnd ne>t on the people ; thererore it failed. 

But the aggressors could not impose their nile on our 
people. Insurrections multipliect 

' Le Loi began his uprising in Lan\ Son wiU1 some 2.,000 
insurgents. The uprbing developed into a war of liberation. 
J-Ijs force Included both the insurgent troops and the arm~d 
people rising up at his call As the uprising developed into 
a war of liberation, the insurgents were organized Into an 
army. and when vktory was won this army numbered 
over i.wo hundred thous.and men, with an increa.o;.lngly per­
fect organiztlLion as it was able lo inherit and develop the 
experience of the previous Ly and Tran dynasties.. 

Nguyen Tr.1i's celebrated Jine " r~ising the stick a~ 
banner, raUying the downtrodden froin all parts" 1 refiected 
the broad mass character of the Insurgent forces. The in• 
surgent banner was a bamboo stick, the forces were made 
up or u farmhands aud paupers·". I t might be said that these 
were made up of the large forces of labouring p-!a.sants in 
our country, who had fought without success ng::tinst the 

1. Ngv.,eu "l'n\l : Dinh Ngo Dat Coo CPnlclllm.:ition oI Victory 
ov.r tbe Nao>. 
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Tran feudallsts for nearly fifty years In the previous cen­
tury, uid who rallied around the national baMer of Le Loi 
and Nguyen Tral. MoN!Over, the Lam Son uprising broke out 
in condltions different from those occurring during the ten 
centuries of foreign rule earlier. Our country lived under 
Ming rule for twenty years, but before that our people had 
built up an independent feudAI State and consolidated and 
preaerved ita independence for nco.rl;r 6vc centurle:s b)' 
successively defeating many wars of aggression by more 
powerful enemies. Therefore, though they met with difll­
culties In the early ye.an when they had to withdraw mo.re 
than on<e Into the jungle and engaged only In small, isolal­
ed skirmishes to c:ounter the enemy offensives_ the insur­
gent forces developed very rapidly, especially after they 
bad made a well-directed thrust by selzlng Nghe An u a 
spring-board and liberating Thanh Hoa, then Tan Blnh and 
Thuan Ho•. The insurgent forces were followed everywhere 
by the people who rose up in support, giving them supplies, 
joining them, arming themselves to light In coordination, 
besieging and annihilating the enemy, shattering the 
foreign administration In the districts and liberating large 
area 

The Ming sent in reinforcements. However, with an 
army ''of hundreds ot thousands of men but of one mind''. 
which was different from the Ho army "which numbered 
a millim but of a million minds", Le Loi and Nguyen Trai 
and their outstanding generals conducted many great 
batUes and won resounding victories in Tot Dong - Chuc 
Dong, Chi Lang - Xuong Giang, annihilating hundreds of 
thouaands of enemy troopo. The people In various region, 
rose up at theJr call. The insurgents were everywhere 
,. follo¥"ed by large crowds and offered wine along their 
way", they .. won more successes as they fought on, they 
destroyed the enemy u they would rotten things or dead 
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wood." I The people also took a dCrect part in fighting the 
enemy with various strategems. A woman innkeeper of 
the Luong family In the Co Long citadel devised a trick 
to kill the enemy and seize the citadel : she Jater received 
the liUe of "Builder of the Country'' from Le Loi. 

Nguyen TraJ also conducted 11 attacks cm the minds", 
Le. propaganda work amon« the enemy, penuading and 
forting the enemy to surrender in many ciUes : Nghe An, 
Dien Chau, Thi Cau, Dong Quan etc. One hundred thou­
und enemy troops surrendered and tens of thousands of 
locally recruited mercenaries crossed over to the people's 
&Ide. 

. The victory of the resistance against the Ming -..as 
that of a people's war under the leadership of Le Loi and 
Nguyen Tral. But unlike the patriotic war under the Tran, 
thta one was a national insurrection which rleve1oped into 
i. war of llberatJon with fighting by the i1!.S'U-rgent1 who 
dewloptd into 4n army, combined with uridt,pread upri.s• 
fng, b-tJ the people. • • Once the insurgent banner was raised, 
people rose up. like a beehive", and they had various ways 
of ftghUng, now'' like thunder and lightning", now "like 

' an ant-hole undermining the dyke'\ destroying enemy 
forces and overthrowing foreign local authorities, liberat­
ing the whole country, winning back national Independence. 
Without uprising by the people, It would not have been 
possible ,to overthrow foreign local authorities, to give the 
insurgents greater prestige and wider fields of operation. 
But without the insurgent troops which later developed 
Into an army which could conduct big battles of annlhl· 
i1Uon, it would not have been poaible to defeat the war 

I. Hcu.,en TtaJ : Bhth Ngo Dal CGo (P:roellmfltlort oC Victory over 
the H,o). 
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ot agg1·cssJon and shatter Che foreign adminis1raiion. The , 
combinntlon or U:e naUonol army and the armed peopJe 
recorded n further development "s compared with the na· 
Uonal defence wM under 1he Tran nnd was characterized 
by widcsprcnd uprisings by 1he people., 

After victory, Le Loi and Nguyen Trai speedJly pro­
ceeded lo rebuild the counh'y, bringing the centralized 
!eudal regime lo a new stage .of prosperity. The develop­
merrt of the miUtary organization under the Le reflected 
this prosperity. lnheriling and developing the tradition of 
" everyone a soldier" and the Ly's and Tran's experienee1 
the Le also organ.ized royal troops at centr-al level, regional 
troops in vnrio\ls districts and milltnry arens, villag~ guards 
nnd militia in evtry locality, Noblemen did not have their 
own troops. The army was reduced to about one hundred 
thousand men in active service, the rest being demobilized. 
There was also a sys'lem of registering tor the purposes of 
recruilmenL :md c.:Jll-up in case of war. "The names were 
listed in civil registers-, revised every three years so that. 
there could be no mistakes. \Vhe11 necessary, soldlers and 
civilians were called up according to those t'egisters and 
all the people bec.lmc soldiers." That was also the ex• , 
perlence in organizing the armed forces in peace lime, in 
strengthening national defence in coordination with eco­
nomk construction, preparing the country for a war to de­
t~nd the fatherland tn case of foreign aggression. Naturally, 
it was ~]so aimed at. c.vusvlidaUng the rule oC lhe !cudGl 
Stole. 

The foudal system in our coulltry shiJled from pros­
perity to a period of decadence Jn the 16th century. For 
several centuries the feudal troops were engnged in mutual 
destruction. 'l'he civil war between the Trinh and the Mac 
lasted for over half a cenlury 1cmd was followed by another 
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atrocious civil war of flfLy yea.rs betwe<:o the 'fTinh and the 
Nguyen, which led to the divlsJon of our country for over 
a century. The dC?Cadent (eudalists intensified the oppres* 
sion and 6-ploitaUon of the peasants. For teu of popular 
uprisings, they ordered the seizure or firearms and restrict­
ed Uaeir uhmv!o1.ctu1·c by the pL'Oplc. They used their army 
to suppress the peasants' struggles mercilessly. A succession 
of large-scale peasant uprisings and peasant wars broke 
out especially in the 18th century, and culminated in t.he 
Toy Son inncrrection led by Nguyen H11e. 

The Tay Son insurreclion marked a furlher develop­
ment of insurre<:tion and war, of the com..biaation o/ the 
aNned people and the aNny in our country. It orJginated 
from the peasn.nt movement which grew inlo a national 
movement and from the close combination of those two 
movemenLS. While the decadent feudal clMs surrendered 
lo the aggressors, the banner of national $8lvation was 
raised b_v the national hero Nguyen Hue, the outstanding 
leader of Lhe ~asturt movement.. 'fhcrefore, peo..'-&nt insur­
rection and national war in those limes hnd new nnd tre• 
mendous vigour in offensive. 

At first. the insurgents' slogan ·•Take from the rich 
and give lo the poor" encouraged lhe peasants nod poor 
peopJe to rise up. The insurrection spread br 2.nd widl", 
then developed into a peasant wnr to overthrow the fc-udnl 
regime in the counlry nnd into a n.ttional wtlr to def<-nt ag­
grc3:Ji.on by foreign fcudo.lfal3. 

Tho armed fore-es ot the peasant insurrection develop* 
ing into this national ,i.•ar were built up from Jhe insurgent 
Jorce&, then were gradually organlu.-d into ~u> r.r111y, with 
the broad participation of the pe:osants and 011tcr itrata of 
tlte people:. This was o fur ther devclopment of the milil~ry 
orgoniznlion of our nntion as regards politk::iJ objectives o.s 
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well u in the size of its forces, the level of organization and 
military art. The first insurgent force in Tay Son was clear­
ly an armed formation of the poor people: peasants, art, 
1sans, etc., who equipped themtelve.s with varioUJ weapons: 
bamboo staffs, Ian- spears, swords and firearms. In the 
course of the insurrection,. Nguyen Hue's troops we.re 
followed tverywhere by peasants and other oppressed peo­
ple who r..., up in arms, joined the insurgents and smashed 
the power of the decadent feudal class. Nguyen Hut:'a p~ 
tige was very great. His troops grew up very quickly in 
numbers, and were gradually organized into the Tay Son 
army. It was o pecuc.nt arms, which l«ter on became o n.a• 
tioMl anay. It b.ad a high level of organization and equip­
ment being made up of infantry, cavalry, elephant troops 
and nava1 troops and equipped with ft.rearms and cannon 
of various caliben, with different kinds of war vessels the 
biggest oJ which could carry combat elephants, hundreds 
of troops and big guns. Nguyen Hue also made use of can• 
non mounted on boats or elephants a.a a kind of field 
artillery. 

With its reliance on the insurrection of the peopl&, 
mainly of the peasants and other strata of poor people, and 
its use of clever tactics and high mobility, the powerful 
Tay Son army commanded by Nguyen Hue recorded new 
feats of arms in our history. 

After many famous battles - the storming of the Qui 
Nhon ctu.del, the seizure of Quang Ngai, the Uberation of 
Phu Yen, the five successful attacks against the Gia Dlnlt 
citadel - the Tay Son overthrew the more than two hund• 
red-year-old rule of the Nguyen feudal group. Then, with 
the rt&0u11dlng vlclory of IlAcb Oom - Xoai Mut, in which 
tens of thousands of Siamese troops were annihilated 
Nguyen Hue smashed this attack of aggression. 
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This was followed by lightning troop mo-nmenta, 

during which the Tay Son seued the Phu Xuan citadel, 
marched to the river Gianh and, with the support of the 
spontaneous rising of the population, routed the Trinh 
troops there within ten days. 

''The army at once sailed to the northern seL"-1 

Nguyen Hue mounted a sudden attack on VI Hoang, liber­
ated Thang Long• and within less than one month, ovel'­
threw the rule of the Trinh feudal group which had luted 
for almost three hundred years so laying the basis for na~ 
Uonal unification from Bae Ha to Gia Dinh. 

The Le feudal group, trying to cling to their throne, 
invited in the Ching aggresaors. Faced with the dsnger of 
foreign occupation, Nguyen Hue marched his army north. 
With a Ugbtnlng troop movement, a fierce will to u win 
Victory by a single battle", a firm detennJnation to show 
the aggressors that "the heroic land of Viel Nam has Its 
own masters''. s the national hero "in coane clothes and 
waving a red banner" Nguyen Hue - who h.ad by then 
been made Emperor- managed to smash the 200,000 • 
strong Ching army, within only five days ol th• glorious 
Ngoc Hol-Dong Da battle, 1hus shattering their scheme of 
aggre,;aion. 

The Tay Son insurrection -- a peas.ant movement devel• 
oping into a national movement- based on I widespread 
<ff'tMd uprising b1J the people and a V"'l/ J»Wrrful anny, 
overthrew three reactionary feudal groups in. the country, 
smash~ two foreign armies of aggression, completed the 
uni.tlcatlon of the country and ssfeguarded national Inde­
pendence. That wu a glorious military exploit, a great 

I, A.ppql of the 'hy Son. 
l. Old name tor HanoL 
l. Ncv.r«1 Hue: Addrmi to Offt«n ud Jlfll HI n..Ah Hoc. 
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success of our revolutionary peasants and our nalion, un• 
paralleled in the history of our nation and also rare in the 
history of peasant movements in other cou1ttdes. 

In the 10th century, our naUon wns faced with a very 
serious trial. The French imperialists began their nggres­
slon again.st our country. IL was a new enemy, a Western 
capitalist power which had great economic nnd military 
potential, very different from the previous feudal ~ggressor. 
In the country, the feudal regime had declined long before, 
tho feudal clnss had ceased playing the role of n progressive 
force in national history and its extremely reactionary 
policies had Lhrown Vietnamese !;Ocicty into uUcr disorder 
and decadence. The feudal S1ate made constnnt use or its 
t\.rttl,Y to suppress peasant re vol ls, :md its :i.rmy became I 
completely opposed to the p~ple, lhus losing a ny supp0rt 
from the people and the nntion. ).•le.anwhHe the peasants 
rose up in nrms and sla,ged hw1drcds o! insurrections, big 
and small, to oppose the severe rule and bntU\l repression 
by the feudal clnss. 

Faced with aggl'e3ston by au! Jtrcnch j1111:>erialists1 and 
the hnmincut danger of foreign cx:c\1palion, th1: peasant 
mas.s~s rose up evel'ywhere, b\1t the Nguyen fcudnl group 
refused nll l'l'forms rnd continued to rdj)TC~ lhl! people. 
Following the selfish intel'esls of tl1ch· cl:i.ss, they vrefcrrcd 
to su1TCndel' to the aggressors 1•3ther than ally themselves 
with the people; thrl'e!ore ou.1· country was lost lo the 
French hnpcrialists.. Howc\fer, our people went on fighting 
in spite of the ignominious capHulation o( the Nguyen 
l'ulcrs. 'l'hroughout the nearly one hundred years of French 
rule. they continued to dis1)Jay the undaunted spirit or' 
aLruggle o[ our nation and continuously rose up and or--' 
ganized insurgcn.r. tnops to carry on various resistance 
movements, such as those of •rmong Cong Dinh, Nguyen'. 
'frtmg 'I'ruc ... in the South. o! Ph:i.n Dinh Phung, Nguyen 
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',l'hien Thuat, Hoang Hoa Tham, etc., in the North. Our 
people fought very bravely alongside the insurgents, others 
rose up lo lake the place of those who had falleni, but they 
could not achieve victory, because they lacked a correct 
line and a correct leadership adapted to the historical con­
ditions (Jf a new epoch. Only with the birth of the Viet­
n.:tmcse workin,g class and our Party did our nallonal history 
re:tch its great turning }>Oint. 

The his lory ot lnsu.r1-ccUons and wars in our country, 
und lh.:it of 1hc military organization of our nation have 
proved that our people have had a very gJorious trndition 
of figh ting Against foreign :tggression, a tradition o! a small 
oount.ry doseJy united and joining its forces together to de· 
feat much more pow~rlul aggressors. Insurrections and 
uational wat's in our cow1try have been people's insunec­
Uons and peopJe's wars at a foirly high level ot develop­
ment. 

To lc~d th()S(? insurrections and national wer.s to vJc­
Wry, ru; regards: ,nilitC1ry organization, ow- people pul into 
practice the motto •• everyone a soldier'\ nl a ,·cry early 
date, · mobilizing the broad ma.sses in various forms, tl1e 
highest of which was the armed people fighting beside 
the a.rmy. Therefore, in imt,1'7'1?:Ctic>n-,: a.nd natiortal wars, 
except. !or a !cw inswnce:s when there were only either 
the armed people or the army, the military organization 
of our nation WM generally com.poae:d of the natfanat army 
<ntd tlte armed /orces oj the massu combined together, 
under various forms of orgnnization and at various levels 
of development, with varying positions and role.s according 
to the $pecific historkr1l cc,ndition, and context&. Thanks 
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to that, insurrections and national wars in our co·Jntry 
were able to bring Into full play the strength of the whole 
nalion, ot 1he wl1Qlt: piroph:, cre.at.lvely applytng the ~radi­
tional military art of opposing a small, less numerous force 
to a blgg~r, more numerous one ; of •• using the small to 
fight the big", uusing the weak to defeat the strong.°' 

Obviously, the combination. o/ the armed people with 
the national a-rmy, and vice versa, ha.s become a principle 
of miHtary organiza.tion, and even of military art to ac,iiev e 
victory in national insurrections and n.ational wars for the 
defence of the Fatherland a.s well as in the wars of libera­
tion waged by our Vietnameae pe0ple in former timt,. 

The military orgoni.i:ation primarHy depends 01t the 
political &ystem, the dau nature of the State. It i.t: con­
sta·ntly and closely linked with the character and ahn.s of 
imurrtction# and wan. Thus. if Jhe military organization 
of our nation wu able to o:1vl,.,,lli:ce the broad masses and 
the whole people in the tight against the enemy, it was 
primarlly because of the just character of those fnsurrec-• 
tions and national war~ thefr political aims being the re­
covery and defence of national independence. 

In those insurrections and national wars. the.re was 
an identity of 1ialional interest and of objectives in the 
fight, between the insurgent troops organized by repre-­
sentatives of the feudal class or the army of the ft-udal 
State and the broad masses, although this identity was 
limited by the nature of the feudal cla~ and historical con­
ditions, That is wh! those Insurgent forces and armies oould 
rely on the ardent patriotism, national cohesion a.nd the 
indomitable fighting spirit of the people. That is why the 
people actively joined the army, supported It and took a 
direct part In the fighting thus giving rise to the combina­
tion of the army and the armed people. The forces of huong 
bi-nh and tl10 binli were also able to display their fighting 
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strength. The armed forces of the people could somttimes 
be extended and closely combined with the national Ar¥1Y 
in combat, thereby enhancing the strength of the whole 
eounlry. The syst.?m of "everyone a soldier'" enabled every 
patriotic citizen to take part In national salvution, to con• 
tribute to the cause of detending the Fatherland. The feudal 
class also promulgated certain forms of democracy to 
mobilize the people in the fight, as we have seen. The na• 
tional heroes had progressive idea$ in building up the army 
which re.fleeted the just character of the insurrections and 
national wars. They taught their officers and men .. to de-­
vote themselves ~o the nallon", "to die gloriously rather 
than live in shame", "to unite Uke father and son•, ••to 
cherish solidarity rather than numbers", etc. 

In cases whe:l the feudal State made use of the army 
not to ••defend the country", but to "suppress rebellions'', 
that is to rcprc:i.! the i,icople, or when, in lace of f<:trcign 
aggression, the ruling feudal class placed its selfish interests. 
above the national interests, using its army to oppose the 
peasant movement in the country instead of fighting the 
aggressors, the situation was quite different. This often 
happened when the feudal class was in decadenct. The 
&ystem of 0 everyone a soldier" was then abolished. The 
enlistment for the feudal army became a scourge. Tne an• 
tagonistic contradictions existing between the feudal class 
and 1he people become more acute. The people rcse up 
against the feudal State and the reactionary arlly in 
various ways, including armed struggle, formlng their own 
armed organizations to overthrow the feudal State and 
destroy its army. 

The miliranJ organ ization built on the basis of the 
feudal ttJstem afro depends on the m.a.terlal and Ctthnicat 
conditions, on the level of ihe productive force., of that 
#l/#teni. The development of technical equipment, from 
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rud1men1ary bows lo •' multiple-arrow crossbows" and 
bronze-tipped arrows, to other weapons and cntapulls to 
cannon.:md then to lnrge-size war vessels, cannon mounted 
on elephants, etc., has been one of the !actors determining 
the specific forms of organization, methods of flghUng and 
combat power o[ the nrmed forees of our nation in fol'lller 
limes. , I ! 

It should be st1·essed here that. during the whole of 
this time, the aggressors, though more powerful, were still 
at the same teud~l stage as our country. 'rhcroforc, though 
they had larger armies, their equipment and weapons we.re 
not. necess.3rily more sophisticated nnd sometimes they 
were less so than otu·s. The problem that laced our nation, 
nnd our military organization a1 those times was how 1.0 

oppose a small and less numerous force to a larger and 
more numerous one in conditions of usually equivalent 
equipment and weapons, Only in our time, when we have 
to fight tho aggressive armies of imperialism, h..we w~ had 
to solve 1he problem of how to oppose a poody--equipped . 
armed Corce, built on t he basis of a less developed economy 
th;;m the enemy's, to aggressive nrmies lhat ore not only 
numcl'kally stronger but also better equipped with modem 
wet1pons. 

The realities of insurrcction.s and national war.$ in our 
co'untry fought with U1e wide partlcipalion o( the people 
have prov<.-d the <.-orrccLl1css of historical mate.rJalisrn and 
proletarian miUt.'l.ty science om Utc role ol lhe popular 
masses in hi.story in general and in insurre1:Uons and wars 
in particular. They also hove confirmed the bdllinnt Marx• 
ist•Leninist thesis on a rming the masse-$ and building up 
the army in insurreC'tions and wars waged by revolutionary 
classes and oppressed peoples against the rule of exploiting 
(')asses and aggr(!$sion by foreign powers. 
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Ji we compare this with the situation in European 

countries in the same his1orictil periods, we can conclude 
lhat whereas lhc history of many wars in Europe in tho 
Middle Ages was that of mutual massacre between various 
feud.al groups with mercenary troops, the history of w<rrs 

in our countnJ in tlio,e ti111'!1 wa, primarily tf1at of natioll4t 
instu·rection.s and nationa'l wars, peopl.e's- ins-urrection1 ond 
people', wars. 

The tradition of .. the whole nation joining force$" in 
the Clght against foreign aggressors, the experience of peo• 
pie's insurrection and people's war, the experfonce of mlllt,. 
ary organization including both the national army and the 
armed forces of the peo}:)te have been a very volua:ble tradi• 
tion a.nd experience of our pc,oplo. They have also been 
quite original features rarely found in the mllitary history 
of other nations. 

When the Vietnamese working class emerged and our 
Party was born, in the light of Ma.rxism•Leninism and our 
Part:y•s political and military lines, this valuable tradition 
and ,experience was inherited and developed to new levels 
by our Party and peopJc, in new hlstorical conditions, in 
orde:r to defeat the most brutal aggressors of our lime. 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



CHAPTER ffi 

THE CREATIVE WORK OF OUR PARTY 
AND PEOPLE TN ARMING THE REVOLUTIONARY 
MASSES AND BUILDING UP THE PEOPLE'S ARMIY 

Since Us birth, our Party has assumed the g?e:at 
historic mission of leading the national liberation mov,e­
ment in the new epoch and has ushered In the most glori­
ous era in the hi.s-tory of our nation, the er-a of .independ­
ence, freedom and socia.11.#m. 

Over the last few thousand year5i our people have 
waged many insurrectioruJ and national wars to win back 
and safeguard the independence of the country. And in the 
course of the past forty years, in the protracted struggle 
along t.he correct, Independent, and creative line-s of tbe 
Party, our people have again continuously waged heroic 
nation-wide insurrectio-n& and people's wars to win back 
and safeguard national i ndependence and build up and de­
fend the people's demC>Cratlc system and socialism in our 
country. 

Our people successfully carried out the general uprising 
in the August RevotuUon, overthrew the Fro.nc:o-Japanese 
fascist rule and found~ the Democratic Republic: ot Vi-et 
Nam, the first people's democratic State in Southeast Asi:a. 
Our people victoriously wagM the first sacred war .of 
resistance, defeated the French coloniatisls:1 war ot ag• 
Kression, liberated half the country and took the North 
to socialism. Our peopl e have been successfu1ly waging 
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the second sacred war ot resistance against US imperial• 
Ism, the m~t glorious and greatest war against foreign 
aggression in our J'lational history, in order to· liberate the 
South, defend the North, advance toward peaceful national 
reunification and contribute to the revolutionary cause of 
the peoples all over the world. Never in its history did our 
nation fight for such a long time, carrying out armed upris-­
tngs and revoluth:mary war during several decad~ n.s at 
this Ume. Neither did our nation ever before successively 
and· successfully face such brutal aggressors as Japanese 
fascism, a powerful force in Asia, French colonialism, an 
old colonial power in Europe, and US imperialism, the 
leading imperialist power, the number one enemy of 
mankind. 

Our people have displayed a heroic mettle, an ironUke 
determination and have won great victories. Those glorious 
victories are inseparable from the birth of the Vietnamese 
toorki,ag cla,s, the leadenhip of our Party and of belovtd 
and re.spected Pruiden, Ho Chi Minh and the historical 
conditions and con'lexts of the new era. ushered in by the 
great Russian October Revolution. 

In order to fulfil successfully the historic mission of 
defeating those brutal aggressors, for the sake of fnde. 
pendence, freedom and socialism, our nation has mobilized 
the force of the whole people and, with superb heroism, 
carried out a just. fight under the leadership of our Party. 
In conjunction with organizing the political fortt4' of the 
ma,uea and on th<? basts of this large political army, our 
Party has successfully solved the problem of the miUtary 
organization of the people. successfully built up the peo(1le't 
armed force,. 

Our people's armed forces are one oC the very lmpor~ 
tant factors that determine the victory of revolutionary 
struggle in our country. Its development lies within that 
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of an armed upl'ising and revolutionary war aimed at im­
plementing the P~rly's lines. Therefore, the an3lysis of 
new devel-Opnient-s in ann.ed uprising, and revolut-ionary 
war Jn our count..ry is juit the basis Cor n clear understand­
ing or the crtatlvcness of our Party mict our people in the 
building of tJie revolutionary armed forces. 

Our Vietnamese people h:we already experienced ln 
the pnsl peo;,fo's uprisings and pcoplc.'s wars Jed by the 
feudal class. They also experienced ·people's upris ings and 
people's wars growing oul of peasant movements, a product 
of t.he combl.n.~llon of the peasant movement and the na­
tional movement. 

Today, our nation has 3 nation-wide upri.sfng and peo­
ple's war l-ed by the W-Orkin.g dASs, a product o! the com­
bin;ition of tbe great revolutionary trend$ in our country : 
the national liberaiion revolution and the socialist revolu­
tion. 

Crealive;ly applying Marxism-Leninism to the specific 
conditions of the revolutionary struggle in our country, in­
heriting and developing the nationru tradition of glorious 
struggle ago.inst foreign aggression, our Party and our peo­
ple have brought armed uprising and revolutionary war to 
a. new level or development, tmd have given It a new con• 
tent and a new quality, as regards polit.ical aims, ns regards 
the forces involved and methods of struggle, and on account 
ot its extremely great offensive power. 

With regard to Ute political chns of uprising and war, 
the former uprisin,gs and national wars in our history were 
aimed at winning back and preserving national inde­
per1dt11ce1 opposing the rule and aggressive wars of foreign 
feudalism and at the same time building, defending and 
developing the feudal system in the country. Through these 
uprisings and national wars, the peMants also won cel1.ain 
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ttenom.ic and p,oliUcal rights, but only within the trame­
work of the !eodal system, of the policy of " sparing the 
people's fo~" Advocated by' the feudal class whlch was 
playing a positive role at the time. 

'fhe armed uprisings and revolulionary wars Jn our 
country in our Ume have other political aims. These are 
to overthrow the rule ol imperialism and it.s agents, defeat 
Ute aggressive war launched by imperialism, achieve 
natiot1at independence~ people's democracy ancf socialism 
and build up, de.tend nnd deve.Jop the ~p1e's democratic 
and socialist system in our country. Those political aims are 
also the: bt.lsic and immediate task's ot the Viet., amcse re­
volution set lorth by the Party. AccordJng to lhe Party's 
revotuUonary line, the task of national liberation is closely 
linked with that of winning democratic rights, the road of 
natfonal liberation is closely linked with that ot socialist 
revolution, the revolutionary task of our country is closely 
linked with that ot other countries in the world. Anncd 
uprising and revolutionary war led by our Party are aimed 
at liberating the nation, bringing full independence to the 
Fathel'la.nd and tiolso at class liberation, -l?ringing various 
rights and interests to the labouring people, prim;:irily to 
the workers and peasants, while contributing to the revolu• 
Uonory cause of Lhe world people: These poUtical alm., of 
the uprising13 and wars are the very purpose of the fight, the 
source of strength of the revolutionary armed organizaUon 
and of the peopla's armed forces. 

With regard to the foTces involved1 the former upris• 
lngs and national wars in our hi~tory had the: great 
strength of .. the whole nation joining forces·", thanks to 
our people's ardent patriotism and sense of national cohe­
:;ion, ond IM by pl'ogrc.saivc 1-eudu.J. grvups who promuJgat.ed 
certain forms of democracy to mobilize the people fn the 
fight o.gain.st aggression. Therefore, our nation was able to 
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defeat many aggressors several times as s\rong. However, 
this strength o! ''the whole nation joining forces• still 
had some limitations due to historic.al conditions and the 
antagonism of class interests between th& feudal class and 
the peasantry. 

The armed uprisings and revolutionary wars in our 
country in. our time have .a new .slrc11gth, that of the wni.ty 

of the whole peop1" l><ued on the worker-peo,ant alliance 
led lttJ the working da ... It origimrtes from the profound 
identity of interest between the working class And all 
labouring people and other strata of patriotic people, both 
in the task of winning back independen~ a.nd freedom for 
the nation and in that of building the new social system. 
It is the strength of ardent patriotism combined with very 
high clas, consciousness, indomitable fighllng spirit com• 
blned with creative int~ligence of the bFOad masses of the 
people, primarily of the worke.z:s and peasants, in the strug• 
gle for seJf.Uberation, national liberation, class liberation 
to win and preserve nat1onal sovereignty, the right to be 
masters d their own destinies. This is the strength of the 
new soclal system. the people*s democratic and soc::ialtst 
system. with its clear superiority ln every field in com• 
parison with any exploiting regime. The strength of the 
people's urned forces is based on the invincible force of 
the uni'ty ot the whole people with the worker.peasant 
a1liance under the leadership of the working class, and on 
the superiority of the new social 5ystem. 

In the present fight, our people also enjoy the a.s,ut­
ance and support of the world 7'e-t>Olution, first of all of the 
brother countries In the socfallst camp, whereas our fore-­
fQlbcn:i in fcud4l.l timca could only rely on their own force:,. 

This international assistance has become a very important 
factor for the victory of armed uprisings and revolutionary 
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war in OW' country and for creating the great strength of 
our nntion. 

With regard to method, of struggle, our people have 
mastered the Marxist.Leninist view on revolutionary 
violence, Inherited o.nd developed the exp&rience of our 
nation in people's uprising and people's war 1n former 
timos, and cr9aled new mothods of struggle lo win victory. 
Those varied methods of struggle reflect the law of revolu• 
tionary violence in our country, t-he offens.lveness and at. 
tat:king force of the revolutionary currents in our country 
within the common offensive position of the world revolu­
tion. They are the methods of struggle tn. uprising and 
war with the participation of the forces of the whole pee,. 
ple, the tuhote notion, the whole country, with both the 
political and armed forces, in both lhe rural and urban 
areas, wit h both the powerful people's army and the 
omnipres,nt nnned forre, of the masses, applying many 
forms of struggle on various fronts, primarily combining 
armed struggle with political struggle, thus creating the 
greatest possible aggregate strength to win victory. Those 
methods of struggle make up an original and creative mode 
of carrying out uprising and waging war, the orig'inal and 
creative military art of Vietnamese nation-wide uprising 
and people's war in the new times. 

With its new content and new quality in regard to 
political aims as wen as to the forces involved and methods 
of struggle, bringing into full play the strength of the tour­
thousand-year history of building and defending the coun• 
try, the present day armed uprising and revolutionary war 
in•our country are endowed with oompletelf/ new strength. 
This·'s\ri!ngth hos enabled our Porty and our people to 
!Olve, succes:a!Ully and brUUantly, a new an!1 very Jmpon• 
ant problem, which djd not arise In our a11cestors·' strug• 
gle:s : How a ~n nation, with a backtOard economy, con 
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d•feot ogg,-urivo w..-, wog,d by big imp,riolilt po,D.,.., 
which not only have Ulrger populo.tion.s buc alto t,ery de­
veloped economie-1., lClJ'ge economic and military poteneial, 
and a.nn.ie, ihat an numerically atron.ger cmd equipped 
wUh more- ,nodern weapon, ond techn-ieot ffl4tericill. 

' 

Both in tile past and in the present epoch, our nation 
hoa had to oppooc • am.allcr force to a la.ra:c-r one. Yet tb• 
situations au not the u.rne. Aggruaon in former times 
were usually stronger than ourselves but were under the 
same feudal fY&tem; they had larger armies, but their 
weapons and technology were not mora sophisticated, and 
sometimes were less sophisticated than oun wheareu 
prese.nkfay rulers and aggressors have been more power­
ful enemies !or they. are the big imperialist pow en in­
cluding the leoding one, US imperialism. They wage unjust 
wan ; their social systems are reactionary ; but they have 
developed economies, modem industries, great economic 
and military potentials and their annies are many times 
u large and equipped with much more modem technical 
materials. Our country, in contrast, Is small, our territory 
Is not very vast, our population not very large, Our uprla,. 
lngs and wan are ju1t ones ; after sei'Zing power, our peo,, 
pie have built up an advanced political r•glme, but the 
economy is still backward, an es:se:ntlally agricultural one, 
ind the material and technical buls is very limited. This 
Is due to the thousand years of feudal stagnation plus the 
nearly one hundred years of French colonialist rule and 
exploitation; then~ since seizing power, our people have 
bad to wage wars for several decades, without having 
much time fer peaceful oon,:truetinn •nd ~nnm.lc Mw,1. 
opment fn tht whole country. That is why, in spite of the 
contfderable aatatance from the brother countries in the 
10CiaU1t camp, our people's conditions are such that they 
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have to rely mainly on their own e<»nomy to defeat ag­
gressors who are much more powerful with rtgard to eco• 
nomic and military potential. 

* 
In the procea of leading the revolutionary struggle 

of our people, in order to successfully cart}' out armed 
uprisings and revolutionary wars, our Party and President 
Ho Chi Minh have created, organized and trained the In­
vincible and heroic Viet Nam p~le'.s armed forcea. Close­
ly linked to the development of nation-wide uprising and 
people's ~ar the Viet Nam people's armed forces, the pre,. 
sent military organization of our people, have unde rgone 
further development as regards their class na.ture, forms 
of organization, armament and equipment as well as their 
military art and combat power. 

As regards the eta.a, natu.Te, the former umed forces 
in our country involved in insurrcctlona and national wars 
were mainly organized and led by the feudal class, and 
therefore had a feudal nature ; betwet'.!'n tl:e insurgent 
forces organized by representatives of the feudal class, the 
army of the feudal State, and the broad musts there wu 
identity of national interests and combat purposes, That 
was the source of the great strength of the national armed 
forc.,s .In the victorious ftghla against the rule and aggres­
sion of Jorelgn feudal gJ'OUJ>S- However, there wu also 
oppooiUon in clus interesla between the army of the feudal 
State and the broad masses in the country, for the army 
was the tool of the minority. i.e. the feudal dass, to rule 
over and enalave the majority of the nation made up of 
peasants. Therefore, the identity of national i:lterest.a and 
combat purposes in insurrections and national wars had 
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certajn limitations, which could not but affect the combat 
power of the national armies in those times. 

Our people's present armed forces are new•type armed 
forces, n.ew•rypt military organizationa, organized and led 
by 'the Ptrly of the working class, having a worktng-cla.s-1 
natu.,.e. They are the people's military organization, 
primarily of the labouring people, above all the workers 
and peasants and of the various nationalities Hving on 
the Vietnamese land, Their combat aims are lhose revolu• 
lionary dms set forth by the Party. They are composed 
of cadre! and fighters originating from the revolutionary 
classes, tirslly and primarily from the workers and peasant 
mass.es. They are the tool of our Party and Stale - the 
peol)le'11 democratic and socialist State - lo carry out 
armed i11surrection ,1,nd revolutionary war undar the 
leadership of our Party against the ::i.ggressors and their 
agents. Between the people's armed forces, the army of 
our State o.nd the entire popu1aUon, there is not only com­
plete identity as regards national interests, and objecdves 
i n the upl"isings and wars :.gainst foreign aggression, but 
ulso very high identity as reg:irds class Interests and cc,m­
bat puq>O:S(.'s in the tasks of building the country, build­
ing: and developing the new soc:iA.l system - the people's 
democratic and socialist syslam tn our country. 

Thi.£ identity of objective between the armed forces 
and the J>eople in both external and internal tasks, the 
consciousness of both national and class interests, patriot­
ism, attachment to the new social system and proletarian 
internaUonalism are all at the root of the venJ h19Ji fighting 
s-pirit-, oJ the revolutiononJ hef'oism of the people~s armed 
forces. Thal is why the Viet Nam people's armed 
forces are really •• t1:1illiful to the Porty, loyal t.o th• poo­

ple, ready to fight and to sacriftce themselves for the in• 
depe1\dtnce nncl freedom of the Fatherhmd, for soclalism. 
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They fulfU every task, overcome every difficulty and de• 
feat every enemy." 1 The Invincible.'! strength of our peo• 
pie's armed forces has its prim;,1ry sour« in the Ieadtr• 
ship of our Party, in the revolutional'y nature ot the arm• 
ed forces, in the inthnate relatJons betwce., the am'ly and 
the people. Therefore, the most fundamcntlll guarantee for 
the strengthening of the combat power of our army Ues 
in ,;tr~n1Jfh1?ning t.hA PArly lr-:uier~hip, building solid Party 
organizations and intensifying polltlcal work in the army, 
and buHding H up in every respect on the basJs ot political 
and ideological work. 

With regard to the forms of organi.zatwn of the force,, 
our Party has creatively applied the Marxisl•Leninist thesis 
on the military organization of the proletariat snd inherited 
and develop the national experience c,f the past in 
organizing lhe armed forces. On the basis of the 
political and social conditions and of the material and tech• 
nical fotmdations., it has successfully realiud the intensive 
and widespread arming oJ rhe whole people, giving arffl.f to 
the re-vohdion.o1'y nia.sse,1 while building t11e people's army, 
organl1.ing three kinds o/ troops: the 1·egul.l.r troops, the 
regionnl troops and the ,n.ititia and sel/4.ejence unitt. Our 
Party also organized the people', armed security forces. 
The people's armed Jorces origtnate fro:n the political 
lore~ ot tha masses, which were gradually turned into the 
armed forces of the masses and graduall.y organized into 
the people's armY. The armed for<:es of the mdsse.t devel~ 
oped from small detachments of m.lJitia ttnd self.odefence 
groups inlo a large force, on a wide scale, with increasingly 
higher level of organization and bettel' equipment. The 
people·', army developed from the original platoons and 
comp:mies into a powerful army. with an increasingly 
h1rgc:1· scale of organiz.i.tion .ind more n\Odcm technica.l 

1. President Ho Chi Minh. 
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equipment. At the beginning it consisted only of infantry 
but Jt soon became a regular, modern army made up of 
various nr~ and S(?rvices. The armed forces of the masses 
and th~ VCo?le's army Are constantly and closely combined 
on various occas:ions: in nation-wide insurrection, in peo­
ple's war os well as in national dC?!ence, in the war of Ube• 
ration as wdl as in the war to defend the Fatherland. 

The mut prominent feature ~ere is the very broad 
nws cl1a-rcuter of the people's nrmed forces. FoJlowlng the 
Party's line of "unity of the whole people" and relying on 
the strength of the whole people In the fight for the revolu• 
tfonary goals, ou.r people have p)ayed a larger part tn the 
combat than they ever d id at any previoua period of our 
national history. This is a ••leap" in th~ development of 
the ••mass character" of the revolutionary milita.ry organi­
z41,tion born in revolutionary struggles referred to by 
Engels. After our people won power and founded a new­
type State, the people's democratic and socialist State led 
by the Party, the people's armed forces become an instru­
ment of violence of our S tate to fight internal and external 
enemies, to defend the system, preserve the revolutionary 
power and safeguard the interests of the people. That ii 
why tho peoplo voluntarily take part In tho fighting to de­
fend the State arid the regime and the State can arm the 
people on a large scale, and on this basis build up a 
powerful people's army. Ju$t as the' founders of the mlllt­
ary science of the proletariat predicted, the liberation of the 
proletariat will also have an effect in the military field, 
and wil1 pr()duce new•t.ype armed forces with greater mus 
partkipation than those produced by the bourgeois re­
volution. 

Out Puty always pays attention to the question of 
the material and technical barit, tile equipment and 
annttment of U1e armed forces. For men and weapons are 
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the essential factors of the combat power of the armed 
forces, of which men constttute the most essential and 
declslve factor. Engels S8;id that the revolutionary effect 
in mllitary organization comes through the invention of 
better weapon& and the change.s In the soldJer, In the forces 
of men toking part In the fighting. The pecple's armed 
forces are a comm.unity of men having revolutionary con• 
aclou.sneas, high morale, conscious and strk1. ~J!liht, 
grouped 'into appropriate forms of organization., making 
use of all weapons and ,ne.an.s at their disposal, and having 
appropriate methods of fighting to defeat the enem_y. 

Through armed insurrections and revolutionary wars 
in our country, there bas obviously been a qualitative 
change in tho people's revolutionary COO$Ciousness which 
helps create new men in tho Vietnamese nation, Vidnam­
e.se fighters in 'the new times. But on the other haod, great 
limitations remain with regard to material and technical 
means. A striking success of our Party lies in the-lact that 
it always keeps in view the dlaledic relations.'ltip between 
men, equipment and armament and methods of fighting; 
it can clearly see and analyse the mutual efftcts of those 
elements so as to buUd up the most appropriate military 
organization. In conditions of a backward economy, our 
Party knows how to rely on the revolutionary. conscious­
ness of the people, the revolutionary spirit of the fighters. 
the very high morale of th~ troops., the mass character of 
the armed forces, the varied methods of fighting, to make 
use of and bring into full play all weapons and means at 
lts disposal - rudimentary or relatively modem one.s at 
first, then gradually more modem ones - In face of ene­
mies equ.Jpped with automatic rifles and tan.ks, having 
artillery, :air force and n,wy. Thonko to their bravery, their 
intelligence and their creaUve way of fighting, the armed 
fore-ts of our people have made use and incttued the 
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power and effectiveness of various kinds of weapons and 
means, from ruditne'!tary arms and instruments like bam­
boo spikes, stone trap~, sticks carrying poles, etc., to more 
or 1ess modern ones, the products of the technological 
ac.hievements in the 20th century such a.s artillery, tanks, 
aircrntt, missiles, etc., in their fight against the enemy. 

Whh an am,y which is numerically weaker than the 
enemy, but supported by the armed forces of the masses 
and the large poJitical torces of the ma$SeS Jn combined 
fighting, our people have defeate~ aggressive a.rmies 
several times as luge, With weapons and wor materials 
that nre inferior both in quantity and modernity, our p~ 
pie have defeated aggressiv~ armies equipped with much 
more modem weapons and war materials. That is a re­

markable achievement of the Viet N&m people's armed 
forces, of the herok: Vietnamese people. That is also a re­
markable uchievement of Viet Nam's mi1itary science. 

However, we have always realjzed that. an inferior 
material and technical basis is a very greut deficfoncy 
which must be ovtrcome:. In the hands of the revoludon­
.\ry ~rmed forces, h\ the h::mds of cadres o.nd fighters of 
the people's army. more modern weapons and equipment 
will greatly heighten the combat power of the people'! 
nrmed forces. That is why, in the process of leadjng tlie 
heroic nnd long fig:l.t of our people, our Party always pays 
attention to impro•ing the equipment of the armed forces, 
to modernizing the army. The way to solve the problem of 
equipping our armed forces is to rely on the nt3.SSeJ, to 
fight with any wea?ons at one's disposal, to take arms from 
the enemy, to produce our own weapons when possible, 
while rn:iking mos: of the assistance of the _brother coun­
tries in the sbclallst comp nnd grnduaHy improving the 
equipment of our armed forces. S ince our people stl~ 
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power, our Party has relied on the new soc-ial system 
which has been gradually built up, on the developing eco,. 

nomy in our country, and on the great intern.ationa~ sup­
port for our country to renew the equipment of the people's 
anned forces on an evtr larger scale and with more modern 
means. It might be said that the technical equipment of 
our anned forces reflects not only the economy and the 
leve-1 of development of the productive forces in our coun• 
lry but abo to some extent, the economy and the level of 
development. of the pl'oductive forces in the brother coun­
trle, In the socialist camp. Therefore, the technical equip. 
ment o[ our pecple's armed forces has been groduaUy 
modernitcd ; not only is the people's o.rmy turlher equip­
ped with modern weapons and equipment., but lhe armed 
forces of the ma~scs are also equip~ with a number of 
relatively modern weapons adapted to their needs nnd 
means so as to t-.eighten their comb.at power. 

,, 0ul' people's armed forces have undergone a process 
of development from R small nnd weak force to 3 large ond 
sttong one, during decades of fighting full of s:lcrifices, 
hardships and glorious exploits : from the Nghe 'finh 
Soviets to the general uprising in the August Revolution, 
from the anti•French resistance wa.r to the years of peace­
ful consln1clion in the North, through the fight against the 
air wnr of dcstru~tion and the present patriotic resistance 
war against US aggression in both zones of our country. 
In the Jong nnd fie.rec struggle of our people agaimt the 
most cruel and strongest aggressors of our limes, our Party 
has based itself on the revolutionary tasks of each period, 
and on lhe $pecifi: forms of struggle and flght.lng objective 
in those periods1 .tnd solved in a. creative way the- prohlem 
of arming the whole people, building tha people's army 
and arming the revolutionary maS,:Ses in a.ccordance with 
specific historic:11 conditions ::tnd context. Our J')('.'Ople's 
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nrmed forces havt gained many valuable lessons of ex• 
perience, at each stage of their development they have 
,olved the key problems arising from the fight in order to 
build up and mer~ their forces, to develop continually, 
to defeat all tnemies. to perform glorious feats of arms 
and to fulftl all the tasks enlrusted to them by th• Party 
and tho peoplo. 

Our Part)' afftnned lt.s view on revolutionary violence 
upon its foundation in its Revolutionary Programme. It re-­
cogniz.-ed that power must be seized Lb.rough armed struggle 
and pre.scribed the way how revolutionary forces should 
be organiud. [n hls Sumffl4rlzed Porty Political l'Togram­
me of Februa,y 193-0, President Ho Chi Minh proposed the 
•• organiz4l'Uon of a worker-peasant a rmy-1'. Later on, tfte 
Ptzrty Political Tile.sis of October 1930 also clearly men­
tioned lhe •· aiming of workers and peasants", the •' organi­
u:ation of a wc-rker•peasant army" and of a "worker-peas­
ant self-defence corps". Thus from the very ft.rst day our 
Party has advocated the arming of t11e masses and build­
ing oj an army, at the same time pointing out the class 
ch;1racter of the organiz.aUon of revolutionary armed forces. 

Very soon after the founding of our ·Party, the coun­
try was swept by a revolutionary tempest which culminat­
ed in the Nghe Tinh Soviets (1930-1931). For the first time 
in our counlry's history, the worker and peaaant masses 
unde1· the leadership of the Party rose up and used revolu .. 
tionary violence to overthrow the oppressive rule of colo­
nlalist.s, mandarin& and local tyrants in a locality, and set 
up Soviet po•Ner, filling the coloniali.st and feudal rulers 
wllh dismay. 

The Ne-he Tinh Soviets lasted only a short time but 
their significance was very great. It may be Sllid tha't this 
was a first step, and one which had a decisive influence 
on the whole development of our revolution. It affirmed 
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the leadenhip of the working class of wltich our Party 
was the vanguard, and showed its capacity for leadership. 
Jt demonstrated the might of the worker-peasant masses, 
of the worker-peasant alliance led by the working class. 

· It pointed out the road of violent revolution and the way 
of using the masses• revolutionary violence to seize power. 
It was a general rehearsal by ou:r people under the leader• 
ship ot the P.irty, a forerunner ot the success.rut general 
insurrection fifteen years later. 

Our people's armed force, during the revolutionary 
pe.riod of the thirties. were in the form of t-tlJ-defence or­
ganization.,. These were the ,em oj the eztmsive ormed 
fore« of the mattes and also of the revolutionary army 
later on. At the same t ime the self-defenct organizations 
were workers' and peasants' organlzaUons ia the cities and 
the countryside, whose tasks and functions were Indicated 
by their name : they were the masses' self~e.fence forces, 
with the task o( protecting 1he masses during the various 
forms of stru_ggle oga.inst the enemy. 

The selt-deCence units played a great role. During the 
domonstraUons and strikes by Phu Rieng rubber planta­
tion worket'1' in February 1930, the workers' self-defence 
unit fought against enemy troops who were put to flight 
after a Fr-ench sergeant had had his arm broken, and the 
demonstration went on as planned. The success of the 
meeUng held at Nha Be later In 1930, fellowed by the 
strike of 700 to 800 workers was due to "the Jntervention 
of the Nha Be workers' self.-defence unit who fractured 
the skull of a policeman and threw away his pistol, thus 
forcing hlm to tree the speaker who was able to finish his 
speech and conUnue the meeting till its end" I, 

I,. Communiqu• of U,- P&l'ly Central Conun.lUet of January Ital, 
rarty MWta.ry Docwne-nta, P.opte-·• Army Publltbtl& Hou.. Hanoi. 
JHl8, p, 81. 
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In the Nghe Tinh Soviet movement, workers and peas­
ants, armed with sticks, $1ckles. and pikes rose up to punJsh 
local lyrnnts, tear down oCfices of di.strict chiefs and jails, 
lay sJege to barr.:acks and set up an administration ... In 
many facwries and villages, the best elements were select• 
ed from among members of workers' and peasants' associa• 
tions, and the c.-ommunist youth league to form worker• 
pe~nt self-defence units. The meeting of over twenty 
thousand people at Thanh Chuong (Nghe An) on Septem• 
ber 18, 1930 to celebrate their victory was protected by 
more than 1,000 self-defence corps members. 

Our Party fought against erroneous conceptions and 
mistaken actions as regards the organiutio1\ of self•de­
fence units. Some condemned organhatlon of self.defence 
units es rash act. In other places, temporary instead of 
permaner.l self-defence units were organized or, it perm&• 
nt"nt self-defence corps were org~niied. there was no 
politic" I action among the masses or military training for 
thtm, ek 

About the arming of the masse$, our Pnrty pointed 
out, •• When ronditions are r ipe. armed violence ol the: 
worker•peasant masses under the Party's «tmmand to 
seize power will necessari.ly break out" ; "if no prepara. 
tion is promptly made to ann the masses, the revolution 
cannot succeed." "While giving mililary training to the 
mas5es a.'ld prepo.ring to arm them, a vigorous aUock 
should be directed against the tendency to act rashly and 
co,ncentrate on making rifles and handgre.nadcs while 
neglecllng daily pollticaJ acUon among the labouring 
masses." 

Regarding the forms o{ organization of lhc armed 
torres, the Party pointed out that "a worke,r.pc.-asant self• 
rlefence oorps is not like a guerilla force, neither is lt a . 
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Red Army. While a Red Army or a guerilla torce cannot 
be created immediately whentvtr we Uke, the self.deftnc<? 
~orps can a nd must be organized without dt lay, howevtr 
Weak we a.re, as soon as there is any revolutionary agito.• 
tion work carried out among the mnsses. No enterprise, 
no village wHh ba~ organizations of the Party, Youth 
League and associatJons of the revolutionuy masses should 
be allowed to remain without a sclf•defenec force." 

, It is necessary to organiz.e simultaneo·.J.sly perm.antnt 
SClf-detencc units and nuinerous self•defence forces of the 
masses. 

About Party leadership and the class (h3racter of the 
seU-defence corps, the Party pointed out : ''The rev<i}u. 
tlonary workef•peasant self.•defence foret is to be put 
under the unified command of tho Military Committee of 
the Communist P,:arty Central Committea•·, "Lhe revolu­
tionary character o1 the sell•detence corps should be care­
fu11y preserved". •'The leadership of the Party in the 
permanent self-deft.nee force must be maintained tor this 
purpose, the most resolute pa rty and youth lengue mem. 
bers should be brought into the sett-defence force and put 
into the command of thi$ fo1·cc. The unit chiefs and Party 
repregentatives should cooperate in the command .. Daily 
• J •• 

adlon must be subjected to control by Party cadres of 
corre:spOnding rank. General military activities must be 
s.itbjecled to the cOntrol of superior sc1£.(lc!ence command 
it!vels and the corresponding Party Army Commltte~.'' 2 

. It may be said that the above views were the initial 
but fundameniaL tl1ought, of the PaTty ,.egatding the build• 
ing of om· J)Cople't reoolulio,iary armed forces. These 

J. Pa.rty ;\flllt4-rll 0ocu'l.lttllla JfJO,J!IIS, PQQPle1, AJ'fflY .Publlnlnc 
Hou1t, Hanoi 1000. p. J13-J20. 
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·~ 
thought& and !he realities of the Nghe-Tinh Soviet move-: 
ment prove that at an early stage our Party and our people 
were creatively applying Marxist-Leninist thought on re­
volutionary violence, the tinnU'lg of &he TwolutiOft«T11 
171411e, ond the building of the worker-pe...,nt Red Arm11 
to the concrete condiUons of our country. 

During 1:be yean 1936-1939, in face of · the danger 
from the German, Italian and Japanese fascists who we.re 
making active preparations to launch a worJd war, our 
Party changed the direction of the struggle, and decided 
to temporaril)' put aside the slogans • •overthrow French 
Imperialism" and "seize land from the landowners for 
distribution to the tillers." The Indochhio Democratic hont 
was founded, diNcting It& opposition to the reactionary 
colonialist& and feudal c:lique of Icing and mandarins, de­
manding democratic fre«ioms and improvement of living 
conditions, struggling against the fuclst aggressors and for 
the pre,ervatlon of world peace. The Party also changed 
the forms of rtruggle, moving from undorground struggle 
to open struggle coordinated with underground activities, 
skilfully combining legal and semi-legal activities with 
illegal strugglt. In this way, the Party succeeded in launch­
ing an unprecedentedly vigorous and widespread move-, 
ment of struggle extending in both the towns and the coun­
tryside, enabling millions of people to be politically awa­
kened, enhancing class consclousneas among the worker-­
peasant muaes and arousing the patriotism of the entire 
people. This was a rare situation in the conditions of a 
colonial country. Following the Ngh .. Tlnh Soviet move­
ment of 1930-1931, the building of po!ilicol fo,cc, and 
launchlne of a i,olitical ,t1-uggle movement durlna: the 
period of the Democratic Front of 1936-1939 was a further 
fundamental step in the preparation for our people's de-­
cisive struggle by political force$ and armed forces, political 
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struggle and armed struggle, during the next revolutionary 
period, the period of preparotion fo, .,. ormed in,urrection 
and the l4unching of a genn-ol imu1'T'ection to teiu potoer. 

World War II broke out. While lo Europe the French 
imperiali,ta abjecUy surrendered to the G<,rman fudlta, 
and in Asia the French colonialists handed over Indochina 
to the Japanese militarisll, the Vietnamese people berolc­
all1 ,~ up aud tou..ghl againat. boLh the Japaneae and 
French fuclst,. 

Three upriainga broke out at Bae Son, N~ ky, and Do 
Luong. heralding a new stage of atnaggle in our country. 

In 1939, the 6th Congress and in 194-0, the 7th .... ion 
of the Porty Central Committee judiciously decided on a 
shift in strategic direction. National liberation was put 
forward u the foremost taak and the slogan of agrarian 
revolution was temporarily put uide in order to concm• 
Irate on the struggle against the Imperialists and their 
l.aclteys. In the spring of 1941, it& 8th session, presided 
over by President Ho Chi Minh, completed the Party'• 
strategic shift of direction in the new clrcum.,tnncu. The 
Congress affl.rmed that the revolution in tbt immediate 
future should be a nation.al liberation Tevoluiion and de­
cided on the creation of the Viet Minh FTont which would 
include patriotic associations from different sei:tiona of the 
population. It also decided to build up and develop revolu­
tioM'l/ ormed f01c<1, to organize , elf defence unit,, small 
guerilla groups for national salvaUon and pfffflGJlen& 
guerilla. detachments, to set up reuolutiOM.ry bau csrecu, 
to intensify activities in all fields, to move gndually from 
political to armed slTuggle and, while c:looely coordinating 
theee forms of struggle, to actively prepare for on armed 
upriling to seize power. 

The nation-wide revolutionary movement wu in a 
state of ferment. The Viet Minh Front, the pclidca.t ClTfflJI 
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of the re,•olutlon, developed rapidly and vei·y vigorously 
first of all in the countryside then, despite harsh repression 
by the French and Japanese t.osclsLs, in the towns. The 
armed forces of the masses backed by the politicol Iorce of 
the masses also expanded rapidly especinl1y after the Party 
Cen1ral C>mmittee's appeal ' •to get weapons and drive out 
the common ene.my", 

A large number of permanent. guerilln dctochmenta 
were organized. The Bae Son guerilla detnchme-nt cr-eated 
during tht Bae Son uprising, was maintained and developed 
into a National Salvation Army by the end of 1940. With 
the creation of the Armed Propag.anda Brigade for the 
Liberation of Viet Nam in December 1944, our Party line 
of nation-wide war attd arniing of tile entire people, of 
building the army, and locai armed forces was clearly 
set forth in President Ho Chi Mfnh's instructions : 
.. Because our resistance war is the work ot the entire peo­
ple, the entire people must be mobilb:ed and armed. And 
so, when we assemble our forces to create our first troops, 
we should 1naintain the regional armed forces so as to co­
ordinate t.cUon with them and give them assistance in every 
field ... " 

On March 9, 1945, CtS lol'escen by our Party, u,e Prcnclt 
were ova.1hrown by the Japanese. A \'igorous p:ltriotic 
movement against the Japanese fascists was growing 
throughout the country, the forerunner of the general 
uprising. The Vietn"-.mese revolutionary tide reached a new 
height with partial uprisings .nnd Joca1 guerilla wars in 
1nany places. The different armed forces were unified into 
the Viet .Va-rn 1.ibera.tion A,·my. The organiz.ations of ordi-
110-ry $ClJ-defence jOTc:ets ;,.un:l ~-omliat J1icl/ .. ctefence1 Jore« 

were expanding. Then the libeTat-ect zouc came into beJng, 
compris-ir.g the provinces of Viet Bae, which became the 
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main revolutionary base for the whole counlry and was 
the seed of the future Democratic Republic of Viet N3:111. 

Thus, from the Nam Ky guerillas, l from the National 
Salvation Anny, from the Armed Propaganda Brigade !or 
Liberation, the Ba To guerillas, etc., the revolu.tfonary army 
wu born while the armed forces of the masses continued 
to be simultaneously formed by patriotic as:!ociations. For 
the flnt time in our country, :1 !'Ot101utt011,n•tt• "''"uid foTc•, 
a new-type army, really one of the people, came into txfst .. 
ence, organized and led by the Party. 

The s~ond World War was drawing to a close. The 
Germ.an and IUllian fascists had surrendered; the Japan­
ese fascists were approaching their end. On August 13, 
1945, th• 2nd National Congress of the Party, held at Tan 
Trao, decided on a general insurrection. The success of the 
insurrection on August 19, 1945 fn the capilal, Hanoi, had 
a decis.lve effect on the revolutionary situation in the whole 
country. The uprising spread r~pldly to the towns and 
villages or an provinces from Bae Bo and Trung Bo to 
Nam Bo. The general lnwrrer.tion of Augu:t 1945 wa.-. a 
brilliant vfcto1-y. The colonfal rule which had lasted nea.rly 
ont hundred years and the feudal .rule of the past several 
thousand yetlrs co1lapsed within the space of some ten days. 
On Sept•mber 2, 1945, in Hanoi, President Ho Chi Minh 
read the Declaration of Independence: the Democratic Re­
public of Viet Nani came ·into e:risteT1ce, opening up a new 
era in the history of the Vietnamese people. 

The general insurrection of August 1945 was an upris­
in-g of the entire people under t11e leadership of the Party 
of the working class. Responding to the Party's nppe:al. our 
pe'ople rose up throughout the country, in Ote t.owns and 
the rountrysid,;,,, dns ... ly ,•utirtiinnUna r,nlllit-:.1 nncl nrmed 

I. CrNited during the Nam Ky up1•lalna ot. Nov...-mbeT 1HO. 
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forces and seizing power by armed iruurrecUon. '' Tbt 
Ausust Revolution ~uct!eeded chiefly because the people's 
political forces had availed themselves of the most favou.r­
able occasion to stage an uprwllg and seize state powe,. 
But if, before tha~ our Party had not bulli up armed forces 
and created vut bue area, w support the poliUcal forces 
and the movement of poliUcal ,t.ruggle, and had failed to 
stage an armed upriolng pr-plly when oondltiooa wen 
ripe, the revolution would not have been able to win 
victory as quickly as it did." 1 

The mighty politico! onny of the revo!uUon Included 
millions of people throughout the country and, with its 
extensive armed forces, wu the main force which had 
brought victory to the insurrection. In the aeUon of the 
ma.saes who took up arms to overthrow enemy power by a 
direct attack, It ts dif5cult to make a clear distinction be­
tween the poliUcal and armed forces of the masses. II may 
be said that our people's 4r,ned joroe, during the Augu,t 
General lnrurrec.tion consisted of: 

I. Units of the Liberotion Army; 

2. St!j-defence forces and a mullilude of ,moll gut• 

rUlo g,oup, which embraced hundreds of thousands of 
people from patriotic associaUons throughout the country, 
In addition there we.re the forces of the broad masses wh>, 
when the occasion arose, stood up with every avail,ble 
weapon - sticks, hakhets, hammers and sickles, pikea­
to se.iz.e power. 

In this earth•sbWng offensive of tht en.tin peopJe, 
the armed forces of the ma .... took a great leap forwatd. 

1. ,. PoUtk:al Report", CoR$ttU Oocwnmta, pu'bllahcd b7 the Vitt 
Nam w o,;k~n• Party Ce,dnl CommltUe. Ha11ol, 1900. Vol l, pp. l.S• 
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Their number had grown1 their morale was high and they 
had a great offerulve capacity. In these conditions our 
lJberation Army, though only a few thoUHDd strong, en· 
joyed gN!at presUge; they had tremendous fighUng capa• 
blliUes, could easily demoralize the enemy, and provide 
a atron,g stimulus to the tnsurrectlon.ery movement of the 
revolutionary ma!MS. 

The experienct ol the August RevoluUon shows \bat 
in the conditions of a colonial country, where every demo-, 
cratic freedom la denied and the smallest weapon forbidden, 
it is very difficult, in the early days, to create a large re-­
volutionary army to defeat the well-<>rganized, w<!ll•equlp• 
ped army of the colonialist rulers. Therefore, onoe the 
political objective or the in.sunection has been correctly 
determined, it ls necessary, in order to bring the entire 
people's uprising '.o vk:tory, to have a ,trong political 
force, a powerJ1d r.olitfcol o.r·m11 411,d on tho, bcuc '° build 
up ertensine a.rmed /orcu of th.e tnMH:1, end a Tevolu«on­
ary army o/ a cert.Jin level of orgnnization. 

The masses' large pollUc.al army Md their e.xt.enslve 
armed forces became the main forces which allowed the 
insurrection to be victorious. Thls was because the Party 
had been building up and training these tor«s contlnu1us• 
ly all through Its leadership o( the revoluUon, II had acted 
with foresight and known when to selt.e the opporttL"lity 
for an Insurrection. "The opportunity for dealing lhc 
decisive blow, for starting an Insurrection ... ls the moment 
when the crisis has reeched ti.a peak, when the vanguard 
!orces are ready to fight. to the end ; when the rese-rve 
forces are ready to support the vanguard and when enemy 
ranks are utterly dlsloeated." 1 In these circumstances, In 

I. J. Stalin, Problem• of .Lohd.,n, Su toot Publl:shing House. 
Hanoi tau, p. 88. 
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face of the people's offensive power, the rulen have neither 
the will nor the capabilities to use their army to oppose 
the insurrection. To seize the opportvflity is one of the key 
points in toe art of stac!n8 an insurrection. In the August 
general inNJ'rection, our Party had been able to foresee the 
opportunity for an upriaing and had gruped it when It 
c.ame ; it had made thorough pre-pa.rations and launched the 
in.surreeti(ln at the most favourable moment. It was when 
fascist Japan had surrendered and the Japane.se troops in 
Indochina had lost all fighting spirit, when the Japanese 
militarl\S there no longer bad lhe will to use their army to 
oppose the insurrection, that the masses' political army and 
their exttnsive armM forces rose up and, using their 
strength in a deciaive manner, overthrew the enemy nglme 
nnd seized power tor the people. 

However, without a revolutionary army of a certain 
level of organization to serve as a ahock force to attack 
and annihilate part of the eonemy army and enemy admini~ 
tratlon which were thus to be paralyzed or broken up 
wherever they opposed the insurrection, we could not have 
mobilized the masses for an updsing and created favour .. 
able conditions for bringing the uprising of'the entire peo­
ple to victory. During the August Revolution at the same 
time as U-ie partial uprisings and local guerilla war to pre­
pare for the .general Insurrection, many armed clashes 
broke out between the revolutionary army and the l'tac, .. 
Uonary army. Even at the time when the general uprising 
wu breaking out, at the height of the muses' insurrec• 
Uonary movement. many armed clashes between the re­
volutionary army and the reaclionary army occurred in a 
number of loc-Alities. Therefore. the maln force in an up­
rising is conatiluted by the poHtJcal force of the armed 
masses; but with the support of a revolutionary army, the 
insurrection movement of the masses receives effective 
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assistance and encouragement and the uprising has more 
chance of succeeding, The use of a Libe1at.ion Army­
though of small size - u a support was a good experience, 
a positive success, of the August Revolution. 

To ffll-llte auccess for the insW'rection, it is also neces-: 
aary to carry out propaganda work among enemy troops, 
to win them over to our caute, to paralyse and dislocate 
thefr ran.b, demortliu the m. and to reduce them to a ~it• 

sive, wavering mood, so as to prevent them from interven• 
Ing against the masses' uprising, or to rally them to our 
own side. Lenin said: ••Only when the worker .. peasant 
masses and the best ete·ments in the arn.y (the enemy 
army - Author's note) coordinate their attacks. are favour• 
able conditions created to stage a succes,t,l tnn,rHction., 
that la to start an insurrection at the rlgHt moment," 1 Pro­
pcganda work among efltmy troops 11 In agreement with 
the 11ogan of 0 worker•peasant•soldler alliance"; it is of 
strategic significance in an insu.rrtttlon. 

In a war when two armies are fighting against each 
other the situation is different. Though it is still nece H•Y 
to do agitation work among enemy troops, the main task 
Is to anni.hilate, to defeat the enemy. "A real victory of 
an J.nsu.rrecUon ove.r the military, (i.e. the enemy army) ... 
in street fighting, a victory a.1 between two armies, is one 
of the rarest exceptions... But in all cases, the fight wu 
won because the troops failed to respond, because the com­
manding ofllcers lost the faculty to decide or because their 
hands were tied." 1 Thia work of agitation i& mainly car• 

L "lnwrNeUon In the Army and the Navy." Jt Manr. I', Bnpb,. 
V. Ltnl.O. J. Stallil : MHU•rv l'..-w. PeopWa Anny ?ubUahln1 HoUM, 
H.lnot 1"4, p, 1i. 

t. F. En.,ei.: "'~troducUon" or "'nie ci ... Su'.:iut• In France'". 
Manc-Bn,elt-. Sel«Ced Worb, Vol. I, Forelcn Lan,uacea Publlabinc 
HOUM. Mo«ow Jtsl. pp. IS0-131. 
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ried out by the masses' political forces and their armed 
forces with some support from the revolutionary army. 
The fact js that in the August Revolution, the insurgent 
muses relied on their overwhelming strength and the pro• 
paganda and persuasion work among enemy troops which 
almost paralysed the Japanese u-oopo and lheir Vielnam• 
esa mercenaries by reducing them to ll pus-iv• attitudo 
before the masses and discouraging them from opposing 
the uprising. In a nwnber of localities, Vietnamese soldiers 
serving in the enemy rank:$ joined the revoluUon. Agitation 
work among enemy troops must always be c.anied out. · 
However, if those in power aUll have the ability and the 
will to use their troops to oppose the insurrection we must 
resolutely push forward our revolutionary offensive, we 
mu.st intensify armed struggle and enlargo and strengthen 
the revolutiotaary army in order to deteat the reactionary 
troo~ develop the armed Jusurrection into a revolutionary 
war and win victory for the poople. 

To speak briefty, in the August Revolution our Party 
led our people to victory in the struggle lo seize power in 
the whole country because of !IS correCL polillcal line and 
its correct Une in the organization of forces, because it 
soized the right moment for an lnsurredion and mobilized 
the entire people, uaing the might of the masses' large 
political army and their extensive armed forces. 

The Augu.st Revolution was lhe first victory of Marx· 
ism-Leninism in a colonial, semi•feudal country. It proves 
that in the f•vou.rabU' interna.tionat ,itua.tion in our era, 
a &mall, oppres&td and dominated people ii quite capable 
of ri.ring up 4nd wing the form of armed in.sun·ection, to 
Hi.it power ffld overthrow the regime of onre11ion and 
tzploitation o/ tlte colonialist imperlalilts wltll their im­
poring Cldministrative machine a.n.d their pro/euional army 
equipped wit,, modem wtapon,. 
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ShorUy alter our people had .. !zed con1rol over the 
whole country, when the new regime had hardly <:0nsoU­
datcd its power, the French colonialists returned to launch 
an ag~ve war against our country. 

Responding to President Ho Chi Mlah's appeal, 
" Rather sacrifice everything than lose national independ· 
l;!m.:t- •ml bl: reduced to slavery", our enure people stoo<l 
up as one man, valtanlly fought a retiatance war to annihl• 
late the enemy, save the country, pn!$erve national inde,. 
pendence, "8!eguard lhe newly-establi.shed people's power, 
The insurrection of the entire people in tj,e Auguot Revolu• 
lion developed into a people1s war, a Ubercuion war a.nd 
at the same time a tocu- to defend the Fothnknd. 

The wor of re,ridance again.st the F'Ttm:h colon!alilts 
was a "Protracted war launched on every front by the 
entire people relying on the-ir own strength". 1 

'l'be war broke out first in Nam Bo. The armed forces 
and people of Nam Bo, wllh unparallelled heroism, used 
rudimentary weapons such as sharpened sticks to fight 
against French colonialist troops equipped with heavy guns, 
tanks, plnnes, and supported by British and Japanese troops. 

On December 19, UK6, the nation-wide resistance war 
broke ouL Together with the population of towus and cllles, 
our people'• armed fqrcH, poorly equipped and lacking 
experience but animated with a great spirit ot sacrl.6c&

1 

waged an unequal but victorious fight to immobilize, deci· 
mate and annihilate the enemy . 

The resistance war. gradually shifted from the towns 
to the countryside. We tried to make vigorous attacks on 
the enemy, at the same time taking care to preterVe our 

I. Party Central Committee'• Dfrectlvee on the Int.In ,Peoplel'J 
Partic::lpaUon Jn tbe Rallwtc:e WU', ~ 21, IMl 
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main force for o long resistance. Evtrywhere they went. 
the enemy met with strong oppos.iUon from militiam.,n, 
and guerilla,. With the population's -!stance, th•y 
deslroyed bridges and roads. haras.-sed and decimated the 
enemy and evacuated the Inhabitants from their homes at 
the enemy+, approach. 

Late In 1947, the FNnoh ooloniallsta launohed • l,,i .. 
scale attack against the Viet Bae region in an attempt to 
wipe out the main force and the leadtrship organs of the 
resistance, to destroy the resistance bue of the whole coun­
try ln order to end the war quickly. With major atuckl 
by the mafn force and numerous minor alta~ks by rtpma} 
trooJ)I, mllltlamen and guerillas all along the enemy lines, 
th• armed foroes and peopl• of Vi•t Bae, acting In cl­
coordlna1ton with the batUe--fronts throughout the a>untry, 
had by and large defeated the F rench co1on1aU1ta1 offensive 
in the winter of UM7. 

The war took a turn favourable to u.&. The enemy who 
had hop<d to win a quick virtory by rapid altaob now 
found lhe.m.selves forced to wa,c a long war, ilO as to con• 
solldate their rear on 111 Lbree battlelronts in North, Cffl• 
tra.1 and South Viet Nam. They put Into action achemes 
for IUSU.inlng the war by the war and usinc Vietnamese 
to fight against Vietnamese. On our part, wo penetrated 
deep Into the enemfs rear and waged vigorous and ex• 
tensive guerilla wllTfart. By cllsperslng one part of the 
main force as independent companit, and battoUon.-Ne 
group, we were able to rive a IU'Ong impulse to the militia 
etnd gu.elilla fOT"Ctl and the regional forces in the ffltmf1 ~ 
rear. At the aame tJme, we endeavoured to buUd up mobile 
unfu, and to push forward whh mob0e warfare. The ~ 
p]e'1 armed forces with ltl th.,.ee categories o/ armed Jorcu 
had definitely taktn sh,pe. 

01git1zed by Goe g le 
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The vi<tory won In the ball!• !or lbe frontier zone of 

au)umn and winter 1950 w11 a mark of the great progress 
of th• three <atogorles ol anned forcer, especially tu re­
gular army. Organlz.ed on a laree.r scale, with improved 
equipment and armaments., our •rmy had., for the first lime, 
}>un<hed a major olferwve, annllulatinr an Important part 
of the anemy1

1 crack moblle forces. breaking up I.heir fron­
tier dtlence llne and lib&ratlng a vast. territory. The peo-, 
pie's war h&1d evolved from guerUJa warfare Into cont,ffl.• 
tionol warJore, With the founding or the People's Republic 
of China, our victory In tho battle for the fronl.ie:r zone bad 
put an end to the Imper ialist enclrcleme:nt of the Vietn1m­
ne revohrt.Jon. Our commun.kaUon linH with tht socialist 
tountries were open. 

The Second Porty Congru, u rly In 1951 took many 

cl«lslon, on fundamental question, al the Vielnamese re­
volution and of the long drawn.out resistance. The Party's 
<'OITOCt polio! .. , which -re applied followinr the Con• 
gress, and p.trtfoularly its poUcy on agrarlan reform. stimu­
lated the labouring peasant masses to 1Lund up with an 
enhanced revolutionary spirit '° a, to de.feat the imperla1-
11ts and O,e feudal clique. An added vigour was given to 
the mobilization of manpower and resources for the re· 
1.lstance imd for the building of the armed forcea. The peo­
ple's war had eained a renewed force enabling h. to com• 
pletely def .. t the FT<n<h agg,HOOrs, even thourh th­
had received lmwrtnnt aid from the US lmperlaHsts alnce 
IIIOO. 

Large•sc11.le offen1.lves and rountcr-offensivet vnre re,­

peatedly launched by th• regular army, espocl•lly in Bae 
Bo, the principal battlefronl. Guerilla war wu also fn­
tensifled on all battlefronts. T he population in many places 
In the •nemy'• rttr, with the millUa, gu•rllla and ttgional 
forces as its core,, closely combined political rtncggl• with 
armed ,truggle and st.aged armed upririflOI to Uquldale the 
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puppet village administration. wipe out enemy posts, seL 
up people's power and so turn the enemy's rear into our 
front Jines. Guerilla war went through a new stage of de• · 
velopmcnt, ln close coordination with conventional war, 
espe,Jally in the major campaigns. Whllo the revolution­
ary movement in the countryside wu inhmsified, the 
movement or strueele ht the urbtin areas contlnue<l to 
develop. 

By the end of 1953 and the beginning of 19;4, a great 
strategic counter..offenllve was launched throughout the 
country, in aeveral strategically important direction,, 
Both convn.tiouo.l ioar and guerilla 104" \Offe intffllified 
and waged i.~ ct.on coordination. Ou,- annv and people won 
great victories on all balUefronls. At Dien Bien Phu eopecl· 
ally, we annihilated an important part of the enemy's crack 
mobile force in Indochina. The resoundlng victory at Dien 
Bien Phu, a historic batUe of decisive strategic importance, 
together with the vk:torie-s won on other batUefronLs, dealt 
:i finishing blow lo the enemy's will lo conUnue their ag­
gress.lve war. It changed the whole character of the war 
and brought the resistance war against French aggreuion 
to glorious victory. 

The experience of the August Revolution and the re­
sistance war against French aggression allow us to draw 
tht following conclusions as regards the f01ce, used in an 
insurrectlon and a revolutionary war. The principal force 
wed in lhe Augun Insurrection w .. the poUtlC41 army of 
the masses and their extensive art:ned. forces, but. in the 
people's war -aainst French imperialist aggre-ssion, the 
principal force wa.<1 the peopt~•• a.nned force,, M.lr.d on tlui 
political forces o/ tJ,e great union o/ t1l-t peop(e and coordi­
nating its ~tion toith there political force,. This is because 
in gene.rat an insurrection is an uprising of the ~ 
whUe a wu opposes two armies.. Evidently, in a people's 

Digitized by Google 

TO AllM Tfl& l\£VOLUTIONARY MASSES ... 

war there are also uprts.in,gs of the masaes 1.nd in an in­
surrec:tion of the entire people batiles between the armies 
of the two sides also take place. In the resistance war 
against. the French colonialists, our people skilfully com­
bined anned forQeS with political forces. The political forces 
were the base of the armed forces etnd the tilrt:e: categories 
oJ armed fore-es constituted the backbone oJ Ute t eristcmce 
in • war bl/ t~ entire peopl<. Our people Bkilfully com­
bined armed struggle wilh political struggle, military ope­
rations wlU1 uprising, with crrmed lt'ru.ggle a., the er.sentia.t 
fo,m of wuggle. 

During the years of resi1tance1 our Party worked ha.rd 
to build up lhe people'• armtd fo,ee,. On lhe basia of the 
people's political forces with the worke,r-pea.sant alliance 
as their foundation, under the leadership of the working 
class, our people's armed forces, crea_t.ed du.ring the days 
of preparation tor an armed insurrection to seize power, 
made a big leap forward in the ftrsl years of the people's 
power, and we.re tempered and rapidly developed during 
the long resistance war. The Liberation Army became the 
Viet Nam People's Army, the regular ar1D;! oC our Slate. 
The self-defence unit, and she 111.ilitia and guerilla jqrce-1 
were growing continuously. The t.hree cat,goriu of peo­
ple's armed Jorce,, the maln force, the regional forces and 
lhe miUtia and gue.rllla forces, became increasingly strong. 

The regular army is the e.saentlal force, ;t is the mobile 
force used on the important battlefronts over ·the whole 
country. It has the task of annihilating the enemy's rea 
gular army, especially their strategic moblle force, deal­
ing staggering blows at their armed forces, liberating te.r• 
rit.ory, ond uniting with the gu♦rllla. fottff '° ne t.o oh.ans• 
the situation of the war. These actions have a strategic 
importance as a means to am.ash the enemy', will to wap 
a war oC aggression and win complete victory for the re­
sistance. The regular for'Ces and conventional warfare also 
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created conditions for a vigorous development of guerilla 
warfare and stimulated the masses' political struggle ttnd 
armed uprisings as well as the work of agitation among 
enemy troop$ and enemy administration. 

In the resistance agaJnst French aggression, our maJn 
force grew from small units in the beginning to a strategic 
mobile force composed of battle•hardened mobile combat 
groups wlth continuously improving equipment. good t.rain­
ing, high morale and great fighting power, capable of :in­
nlhilatlng taveral enemy battalions or regiments in a 
battle. Our mobile combat groups which engaged the 
enemy for the first time in the frontier campaign (1950) 
and then In other major campaigns such as Hoa Binh., Tay 
Bae, etc., acting in close coordination with the regional 
armed fon:ts and the three categories of armed forces, 
proved to be extremely effective, and greatly contributed 
to the progress of the resistance war. The Olen Bien Phu 
battle showed the very advanced stage of development 
reached by our strategic mobile forces in the resJstance 
war a,gainst French a£gression. While our army and peo,. 
ple were winning great victories Jn many aspects, our 
crack mobile combat groups on the Dien Bien Phu batUe-­
lront., reinforced by technical units and with the strong 
support of lhe entire people, wiped out the biggest enemy 
stronghold in Indochina. 

The regional /cwce, built up 1n accordance with con­
crete conditions and concrete tasks on each battlefront, in 
each region, constitute the backbone of the a:r~d st-ruggl~ 
in the f'tgion,. Organized into strong units. the regional 
forces operate in.&lde the region. now concenlrating their 
forces. now scattering. acting in close coordination with 
t.he mUlUa and perllla unit. and the m.aln force to N1nl• 

hil•te the tnemy and sustain and develop guerilla war, 
and coordinalint action with the maues' movements of 
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political struggle and insurrection to foil enemy attempts 
to pen up the population and pressgang the youth. They 
prolect the people and Afeguard the peop!e's power, ptt­
servlng manpower and l'ffOu.rCH to serve the retiltance:. 

From the armed propaganda groups. tndeptndent com• 
panies and battalion-siu group, of the ftrst yean of the 
resistance, the regional forces in provinces and districts had 
shown a steady developmenl. Their equipotnt and arm•• 
menta were continuously improving, chiefly by means of 
captured enemy weapons. 

The regional forces had annihilated many enemy 
platoons and companies, taken many enemy pocta and, in 
the last phase of the resistance war, they were even wiping 
out whole enemy battalions. 

Militia and gtteriUa fO'l'<'e, are the extensive armed 
forces of the people. They coordlnaud with the regional 
forces to wage gvffllla war and cooperated with the masses' 
political forces in operations to llquidate the puppet village 
adminiatraUons and traitors and organize u.priling, to seize 
local power. The militiamen and guerillas dld not leave 
production work, they made use of all kinds of weapons, 
and varied forms of combat to launch well•timed attacb 
against the enemy troop, in their locallti.., decimating or 
annihilatlnc the enemy In the vlll-,es and the -ta wher­

. ever and whenever they showed themselves, and even in 
their aupposedly sa.fe rear. To local militia and guerilla 
forces are also bases for building the people's army and 
developing regular warfare. 

During the resistance against French aggression the 
militia and guerilla forces greatly increased In number and 
improved their ftghtin,g capabi.litles. Based in the increas­
ingly nwn~us combat vUJages, skilfully using rudiment­
ary weapon,, which were gradually improved. they annl• 
hilaud many enemy aectlona and platoon. and by th• end 
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ol the resistance war, whole comp,nies in some places. In 
coo9E"ra tlon with the regional troops, they became more 
e.ffecUve, They built up, maintained ,nd expanded guerilla 
zones and guerilla b~. They de-1ended the liberated zomt , 
defeated enemy sweeps and attempt. to teize territory and 
intensified the people's war in the rogions. The militia 
and gu.erilla for:ces nnd the regional forces played a very 
important role during the long :resiotance war, especWJy 
in crucial periods such as 1948-19'49, wben the Party decld• 
ed to launch a guerilla war in the enemy rear, and later 
behind the enemy line during th,e campaigns Of Hoa Binh, 
Dien Bien Phu, etc. 

The development of the people's armed forces into 
thl'ee categories of forces, the regular forces and region.ol 
force-1 forming the people', arm11, the militia and gu.eriUa 
forces being the armed force, of the ma.ue,, show th.at our 
military organization dwing the pe0ple'a war agalns:t 
French colonialist a.ggresaion wu an organiutlon of the 
•nttre people. 

In that war, the organizational relations between the 
regular forces, regional forces and militia and guerilla 
forces ,during the development of the nvolutionary armed 
forces. u well u the coordinaUon between the three cate-­
gories -of forces, that is between the people's army and the 
armed force's of the masaes, are l inked with the prooesa of 
the development of the resistance from a guerilla war ,to 
a regular war, and the close coordination between the ·two 
in order to defeat the entmy. 

Tht! experience of the resistance war against French. 
aggression shows that the coordination beh.oeen the· 
regula:r force,, the 1'egional forcu and the mlUti4 4n.cl 
guerilta forces, ~ttvee,i Tegulo.r tOOT and guerill4 war 
Is an out.standing feature of ;. p;;opl•'• wu makll)f 
It posalble to mobilize the entire people against the 
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enemy, and to use the added power of fighting a just 
war, the liberation war, on one's own territory. It prevent,. 
ed a professional army with a large number of troops and 
modern equipment from waging a claasical war and mU• 
ing the most of tta otrengtb and capabilities. Tho aggreaors 
had to deal not only with the revolutlonaey army but also 
with an entire people who had risen up to join their revolu• 
Uonary armed forcea In a resolute resistance in all fields. 
The aggressor troops were submerged In the ocean of the 
people'• war. They faced a war without front line and 
without rnr, wit.h a ba.tUefront which wu nowhere and 
everywhere. The inherent contradictions of all aggressive 
wan, between dispcnal and concentration, OCC:upaUon and 
mobility, further deepened. The large aggressive army, 
well-eq_ulpped with modem uma, became inellective. Not 
only were they unable lo destroy the people's armed forces, 
but in addition they were tncreasi.ngly decimated and we.re 
finally defeated by the three categories of the people's arm• 
ed forces 1upported by the entire people. 

Thus, with a people's army numerically inferior to 
that of the enemy but supported by the masses' extenslve 
armed forces, our people waged an all-em.bracing remta·nce 
,..,. bv the entln paople, with a close coordination be­
tween ,guerilla war and regular war, and de.fee.led the 
Fttnch colonialist army, nearly half A million strong and 
equipped with the most modem means of warfare. 

Thts was the lint victory for a national liberation war 
in a colonial country. It proves that in our era, a small 
Mtion :with no va.st territory and: no large population and 
no developed economy, i.t quite capable of wagit19 a f'C• 

oolutumary war to dtfeot an old-type colonl41ilt ,..,. of 
nggreu:lon, 

Following the pat victory of the resistance war 
against French aggr ... lon, the North was entirely liberat­
ed, with the complete structure of an independent State 
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and moved to the 1ta9e o/ 1ociaH,t revolution and ,ocialist 
comtruction in conditions of peace. Meanwhile our people 
were con1inuing their efforts to complete the people's na­
tional democratic revolution in the whole country, as the 
South still remained under th• rule of 'the US imperialills 
and their agents. 

After completing agrarian reform and the restoration 
of n•Uur\a..l economy, our people in the North b9gan socialist 
transformation and soclali1t construction, carrying out t~ 
most prof01Jnd and thorough revolution in our history. With 
agrarian rt.form essentially completed, the exploitation of 
man by man was fundamentally eliminated, new relations 
of production were established and the socialist ownership 
of the means of production was achieved. The material 
and technical bases Ot socialism were gradually built up. 
In the North, our people's political and moral unity was 
stronger than ever. Patriotism, the love of socialism, and 
the new soclallst man's conscio1.1mess of being collective 
master, were continuously enhanced. In their construct.ion 
work and their coml;>at, our people enjoyed lncreulng aid 
from fraternal countries in the socialist camp. 

The new progttsa of the people's armed forces is related 
to the development of society in the North In the historical 
conditions de!cribed above. They are the military OTga.ni­
zatum fc,r notional defence of the ontin people of an it•· 
dependent ,tate engaged 111 aociali.S't conitruction in con .. 
dition.s of ~ ace. Their function is to serve as the tool of 
the state of t he dictatorship of the proletariat lo defend 
the socialist North and to work toward revolution in the 
whole Collltry, ready to foil all the schemes of US impert­

aUs.m. 
To build up the army, to consolidate naUonal defence 

in concUUon1 of peace and under a socialist regime, was 
a new u-perience for our PArty and our people. In the past, 
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our people had for many centuries, gained experience In 
builclJng an army and consoUdatlng national defence in 

-. peace time in an independent country, but that was under 
a feudal r'1!gime. Since our Party came into being, our 
people have been fighting continuously for several decades. 
We have gained most precious expe.rlence in building 
armed forces to stage an insurrtttlon and seize power, jn 
the conditions of a country still under colonial and feudal 
rule and afterwards in waging a long liberation war, in 
the conditions of an increasingly consdidated people~, 
democratic regime. 

At present, our Party and people have successfully 
solved a new problem. 

In conditions of peace, our people's- foremost task is 
to concentrate on building up the eountry and building 
a socialist ccon~my. That is why a most ftmdamental ques-• 
tlon in building the army and consolidating nlllional dea 
fence in this period is l.o find a correct solutio" to the 
que1tion of Telation.s behoem tile economy crnd national 
defence. Only with a strong economy cen 'Ne have a strong 
naUonal defence. Conversely, only with I strong national 
dtf•nce can we protect our people's peaceful labour, build 
up the country and ensure the security of the Fatherland. 
The relations between the economy and national defence 
must be establl.shed in accordance with the situation of a 
temporarily divided counl1"y, tl1e Soult, still being sub­
jected to foreign aggression and the North having to be 
rapidly built up into a strong base for revolution in th.e 
whole country, in the conditions of a small country which 
must be ready lo ftght against US imperi!.llsm, a powerful 
ugressor. end to win victory. Therefore, while buil ding 
the economy, we have to tn.k:e Into cons.iduation t.be needs 
of national defence, with regard not only to the directioi:t 
and tasks of the general economic plan, and the division 
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into major economic regions,... but also to lhe different 
branches- industry, agriculture, communlc-atlon.s and 
transport and cultural and social activities. 

At ·the same time, we have t.o prepare, in the organi­
iat.ion11l field, to move from a peae96tlme economy to a war­
time eoonomy. 

W'rth respect to the building of the army and U1e con­
solidation of nation.Ill defence, our Party holds firmly to 
the idea of a people', war and national defence by the entire 
,,eopte. It has armed the entire people in the new con­
dition,, at the same time building up ci powerJut people', 
onny and arming Ote reuolutiona.-ry ,n.a,ses, strengthening 
the th,.ee categories of people', C1rmed Jorce.s, in keeping 
with the new situation and new tasks. With tbe extensive 
armed forces of the entire people whose members continue 
their production work, and a well-trained army wlt.h a 
strong combative splrlt, we can have a strong naUonal de­
fence force at the ome time as: keeping sufilcient man­
power for production work, bu..Uding and developing the 
economy. This is the only correct national defence policy 
for a smell country like ours, whkh in peace-time must 
strive lo develop the economy and in time of war MUil 
wage a victorious opposjtion to strong imperialist enemies. 

We mul:i-t. have a thorough grasp o( the necessity of 
closely coordinating the economy with national defence 
in the prnent aituation, when peace haa been rtstol"ed in 
the North but our country Is still partitioned and the ag• 
gressors remain in South Viet N'am. This thorough 8rasp 
la indicaUvc of the high vigUance of our people who are 
well aware that they have to safeguard the independence 
and sove.reignty of the socialist North, to be ready, even 
in peace time, to smash all enemy schemes, and at the 
~am• tune, to be fully prepared and determined to liberate 
the c.'Olllntry. 
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In accordance with this policy, our Party declded on 

the building up o/ a powerful people', onny u>liich 1hould 
develop into a regular, modem army, the orgcm.lation of 
e.-rtenrive milili4 and stl/-de/ence Joree,, <>nd the building 
up of strong raerve forcu. 

A number o! men were demobiliz.ed to take part in 
product:fon tn the rear; meanwhile we have been working 
to consolidate • .ianding """'11 of adeqU<>te iiz• and high 
ffl01'ale. Many army unlts combine military preparedness 
with the task of taking part In building the economy. In 
place of voluntary recrullmen-1, our· Slate has lnst!iuted 
compulsory military aervice-the duty of every citizen to 
defend the Fatherland-sou to 'build a powerful 1't,erve 
force. Soldiers who have been demoblllzed OT 1.nUU­
fc;rred to civilian service are r,egistered and classified, 
according to their qualifications. as reserve o!.ftcers or 
soldiers.. We have reorganized and coniolldated the militia 
and ••lff-defence fo,ce,, speeded up the organization of 
combat communes, vlllages and town districts, arid 
strengthened the maintenance or security and order. Our 
young men are given basic millt.ary training, and sports 
and physical education with a bearing on national defence 
are encounged. The people's armed security force is 
being organized. 

Regarding the strengthening: of the people's armed 
forces in the North and the role of the people's army, the 
Resolution of the Thi•d Party Co-ng,-,., in 1960 specified : 
"The p.eople', army is the State's main force to safeguard 
national independence and protect the peaceful labour of 
the people in the North, and it also provides a strong sup• 
port to the a.truggle for reunifying the country. We have 
to further consolidate national defence, make the stand­
ing army into a regular, modem anny, consolidate the 
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people's armed police forces and at the same Ume con­
solidale and develop the militia and aell-ile!ence fol'Qfll 
and build up relerve forces." 1 

. 
On the basis ot the a'chlevementa of the soclallat re­

volution and socialist consLr.ucUO'n in every fteld, the peo-­
ple's armed forces in the North were rapidly developed. 

The formation of a modern 10gular ~ople's army 
marks a new pl'ogress for th.e people'• armed forces In this 
period. Our army, the revolutionary army ot a sociaUst 
state, has become a modern army with several services and 
arms, with an army, air force and navy i the army includes 
infantry I artillery, armour eJ1gineerlng corps, signal corps, 
anti-chemical units, transport corps... Regulations have 
bttn Jajd down concem.lng the organization ot the various 
services i the troops' fighting lpirit and discipline have 
bet!n helghlened, The regui<ar ,inny I~ thus organized ln1o 
powerful army corps with incrt-aslngly inodcm armaments 
and equipment, growing mobility, better and better coor­
dination between different services and great fighting 
power. The regional troops, ,consolidated and better equip­
ped, ar<t raising their fighting capacity. Supported by the 
people's patriotism and love of socialism, with the institu• 
tlon of milltary l:.iervice, the powerful reserve forces Rnd 
the exte-nsi\'e militia and se1f.-defence 1.01·ces, the people's 
army has a vast source of manpower and can rapidly ex­
pand its fortft. 

Th• ,nllftfa and ielf..ufonc-e forcu also developed 
vigorously following the establishment of new relations of 
prodU<tlon in• the countryside and the towns. They are the 
armed force, of the ma.uea in the conditions ot socialism 
extensively organized among the labouring people. The 

I. Con~ D01,;nmt-nts puh~lthed by the Vlt't Nflnl Workcni 
P11rly Central c.onunlttee, Knot JNO. Vol. I. p,. Ito, 
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militia ctnd guerilla forcu are the armed organization, of 
the QlUeclivlud peasants. The sdf-dtffflet 411d rombat 
,elf-defence forces are the armed forces of the worlcers in 
factorfes, enterpriaes, mines, construction sites, State farms, 
of cadres and workers, employed in government organs and 
of the labouring people in the towns. The members of 
militia and self-defence organizations and of reserve: forces 
have a h~Jh political consciousness and a relatively advan­
ced cultural level. They are well organized and well train• 
ed, armed with different kinds of weapons includ!J:lg mo­
dem ones, and have developed sullAble methods of fighting. 
Thus, they have great capabilities for fighting in their own 
localities or reinforcing the perm,ment forces. 

In 19651 when the "special war'' was threatened with 
total failure In South Viet Nam, the US lm~rialists 
brazenly ustd their air force to attack the North and sent 
an expeditionary corps to invade the South. So began the 
ftght of our -pie ln the North against the US im.perial­
ista' war of destruction. This .was part of the nation-wide 
resistance war against US aggression, and at the same 
time Jt was a war to defend the 50ChtUst Fatherland 
against the enemy air force. 

In the war of destruction against the northern part 
of our country, the US aggressors hnve mobilized an irn• 
portant pa.rt of thei1· modern ,iir fol'ce and navy. They have 
dropped on the North mi11ions o! tons of bombs,. com• 
mittlng unp,rdonQble crimes agaJn.st our people. Tn a con­
tinuous escalation of the war, they attacked different re­
gions and then the· capital itself, the heart of the whole 
country. The US aggress.ors imagined they C'ould subdue 
our tJ<!Ople with th~lr g,eal military powor. 

They were gro:ssly mistaken. The Vietnamese people, 
with their tradition of heroic struggle against foreign ag~ 
gressora, have never submitted to any invader. Our anny 
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and people In the socialist North, responding to the call 
of President Ho Chi Minh that "Nothing Is more precious 
than independence and freedom", resolutely rose up and 
waged a rand-again.at-air people', toa.r. 

That waa for ua an entirely new form ot people's war. 
The whole ptople fight a.gain,t the enems, air force and 
MVy, ,,.. whole people carry OUI de/fTK:e - pcirticip<lle 
in effort, to 1'14intclin communication and tTan.,port, they 
CJT'e working o.nd fighting at tile ,0,me time> protecting the 
rear and ,ertring the /1on.t. That was a new development of 
the people's war iD our country. In the anti-French re~ 
slstance, we fought a people'• war in the conclitlons of 
a newly-estabU1hed people's democraUc regime, when 
people's power had just been conquered but not yet 
consolidated, and our country was surrounded by the im• 
perh•lists. In the praent time, we are waging i people'• 
war in the conditions of a newly.ata.bllshed socialist re• 
gime, when our completely Independent state has bffn 
consolidated and developed through ten yean of peace, 
lllld Is receiving important aid from fraternal countries of 
the soclalllt camp. During the resistance apinst French 
aggression, when we had to fight cblefty ago.in.st the enemy 
land forces, O1Jr entire people participated in the war and 
we detested the French Imperialist army of aggression 
equipped wlQ more modern weapons, ln the present time, 
our entire people are fighting chlefty against tle enemy 
air force, and we have to deal with one of the most modern 
arms of the US imperialist armed forces. 

Our Party decided to 1nobiUze the forcu of the entire 
people and to move the coun.trv into 4 ,.ta.cc of u,a1 110 o.s 
to inten.sif!I the ptopte•, 1001·. We rapidly expanded the 
people', armed forcH to meet the urgent requirements of 
the resistance. We changed cM direction of t.h.e economy, 
dispersing nlllonal Industry and developing regional in• 
dus.try. We evacuated the inh~bitants from populated areu 
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and priority target aras of enemy attacks and we .COOT• 

d'inated fighting toith P7'oduction.1 iDcreNing production 
even while we were waging war. Our Party pointed out 
th.at, whatever the circumstance, we .mu.t conti.flite to lead 
the Norlh toward socioliam, in order to strengthen the re­
sistance in all spheres, allow the North to ph•y its pert 
in the nation wide revolution, and at the same time, 
prepare foe the long-tenn building of the c>untry. The 
three revoJuUons were pushed forward. Socialist relations 
of produclkm were increas:in.gly consoUdated ; the people's · 
poliUcal and moral unity was continuously enhanced ; the 
material and technical base of socialism wts gradually 
strengthened. Our Party and people have slri•en to make 
good w;e of the superiority of"the socialist regime in all 
upects, so as to fulfil all the tasks of the people's war 
against the US war of destruction. 

The development of the forces of the entire people 
at war, of the m.£litary. organi.utkm, of th'e role of the 
people's anny and of the masses' armed forces during this 
period was related to the characteristics of land-agaln,t. 
air people's war 1n the conditions ol the aocWist regime, 
to the characteristic of the resistance war ag&lnst US ag­
gression foc nation.al aalvation carried out by our entire 
people throughout the land. 

In the 6rst place, there has been an outstanding devel• 
opment, in a short time, of the people', arms, air de/en,ce 
force, and air force, the anti.aircraft units in the regular 
army and rtgional forces. This force was the backbone of 
the land..against•air people's war supported by the cx­
temlve militia and self-defence forces. Our air defence 
lon:,o and air fore<! equipped with anU-&rcrall guns of 
various c~libers, modern mi.stiles, jet planes and m11ny 
modern te<hnlcal means, form mobile and fixed units' to 
shoot down enemy aJrcraft and to prote<.-t the chief targets 
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of enemy attaclu. Many major battles were fought by 
mixed combat groups including several branches of our 
air•defence 5ervice and our air force, with the support of 
infantry iroopa belonging to the regular army, the regio·nal 
fortes, and the populaUon to defend important polnll. of 
communlcatton lines, industrial centres and big cittes. Our 
young air-defence force and air force have won great vie-­
tortes. 'nlat waa a new form of ttgular warfare by cur 
army ln the 0 land-against.-air" people's war. 

While our afr~defence force was maturing rapidly, our 
militan; lran.,porl force wu alao pasaing lhroygh A vigor­
ous development. The army transport force included sever• 
al modern branches : transport, engineering, air defence. 
Infantry ... Subjected to violent attacks by enemy planes, 
the military transport force, together with the people's 
communication and transport forces, have fought with 
great heroism and intelligence to maintain communfcaU.on.s 
in all circumstances. fulRlling their duties on communica­
tion Unes throughowt the country, from the rear U) the 
fronl 

The ngular a,my COT'pl~ wtth several technical bran­
ches, have made muked progren In building up a modern, 
!zed force with greater flghUng power, ready to flght against 
the enemy anywhere and to smash all enemy military ven­
tures. The regional .force, have shown a rapid expansion, 
and improved their organization, equipment and fighting 
capabilities. Many provinces have their own anti-aircraft 
units which have sbot down many enemy planes, land­
based batteries which have 1unk enemy w.-rships and en­
stneerfng units which greatly contributed to maintaining 
communication and transport lines. 

With the peopl e'• patrlotilm and love of aoctalism, 
with llie nowly~!Ahllalled ll)lltem of mllltary service, we 
have aatistactorily carried out tocr-ffme mobiU.iaUcm, 
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rapidly expanding the ,,-pie's armed forces on th.e basis 
of the large: reserve fof'Cfl set up 1n peace Ume-. Respond­
ing lo the sacred call of the Fatherland, in order to ~.rend 
the soclallil North and full\! their duty toward the nation's 
holy resiatance war, the flower of our youth, In larg,e num­
bers from the countryside to the towns, from cooperatives 
and enterprises, government organs, schools ... have meft for 
the front. to serve in army units or shock youth g:roup.s; 
they have been llghllng vallanUy, working with seH-sacrl­
ftce on every battlefront and accomplishing br11Uan!l milit­
ary exploili. 

Organized and well prepared in peace time, the -mane,• 
ann<d fo,cu developed very rapidly In war Ume both 
quantltaUvely and qualitatively. Their equipment wu 
markedly increased and improved. In many communes tire­
power teams and groups have been organized by the mllllla 
lo- equipped with rifles, machine-gun,, small-caliber 
anti-aircraft gurus, ground arUliery •. there were aho specl• 
all.zed teams and groups for engineering, reconnalssen0e, 
ftrst aid... ln many places, there are mobile forces, each 
operating on the are.a of a commune. In many factories and 
enterpnaes mong .. u-&ifente form organized In a ration­
al manner engage in production work and Rghttng at the 
aame time, making effective u,e of a number of modem 
weapons. 

Tl1e miliUo and ,o!f-<l•fenu fOf'cts played a great role 
during the war. In the "plough in one hand and rifle in the 
other", ••hammer in one- hand and rifle in the other" move­
ments, young and old people. men and women in the coun~ 
tryside and the towns, from the plains to mountain regions, 
,clively partlcip=--ted in shooting down enemy planes. They 
formed a low-altitude anti-aircraft ft.re network which 
covered the whole country and protected the p0puaUon 
and producUon ; they also closely coopereted with the air 
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defence foree and the air force in forming a ftre network 
for different altitudes and directions, one which was mobile 
and able to fight in different conditions-, covering large 
:.reas but concentratlng on the defence of a number of 
objeeUves 10 shoot down US planes RyJng at different 
altitudes, over all areas, in all circumstances. Using in• 
fantry weapons, mlliUamen and gue.rlllM have shat down 
many modt m US Jet planes and captured a 1.irge num~r 
of pilots. The shooting at enemy planes flying at low 
altitude was clearly a new form of guerilla warfare in the 
land-against-air pfaple's war. MUIUo.men and guerillas 
have also captured or annihilated many enemy commando 
groups and defused tens ol thousands of tons ol US bombs 
and mines, of the latest types. In the context of a socialist 
regime the muses' armed forces have greatly increased 
their 6ghUng capabillUes. 

It may be aald that the very fact that militiamen and 
guorllw using machine guns and rifles have brought down 
modem US jet planes over North Viet Nam also explains 
why a small, underdeveloped country whose army is not 
so well equipped has been able to defeat the ag:gresslon of 
a big lmperla!lJt power with a large army equipped with 
modern weapons. 

The mlllUa and ~U-defence forces look p<1rt not only 
1n the fighting but also in other tasks on other fronts of 
the people's war ; ensuring communications and traruport ; 
organizing people/a air defence; maintaining law rmd 
order, together with the people's armed police; building 
combat communes and villages. protecting local produc• 
tlon and the population's lives and prope:rtle.s ; playing a 
crocial role in proctucuon etc., thus contrit>uttng a very tm• 
portant part to the defeating of all enemy schemes in the 
war of destrucUon, 
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The people', aJ'lM<I police force created in peace time 

rapidly developed and played an important role during the 
war. With increuing viJilance, it has fullllled JIB t.uks of 
guarding the provloional military deman:ation line the 
frontier and i.alands, maintaining order and security, fight­
ing valiantly and working with wf-oactillce, bringing 
down enemy planes, capturing pilots, annihilating or 
~apturlng groupa of b.ndlts 6LOd. commandos, •• 

o .. , people enthuslasUcally parUclpaled. in OghUng 
and serving the Cron" conlrlbuting million, of work day• 
to build roads, build earthworks. transport supplies, give 
first aid and offer every possible assistance to the troops. 
They worked ht.rd to tricreue production and develop the 
~onomy, culture, education, the medic-al service main­
taining normal living condition1 even u the war .;., rag­
ing, Our army and people have demonstrated revolution• 
ary heroism in fighting and serving the Iron~ enl\l.ring 
communications and transport, organizing i:eopl~s air de­
fence and also in production work and the bu.lldl.ng ol a n•w 
Ufe. 

The US war of destru~Uon wu a severe test for the 
socialist regime and the military organization built Up ln 
the North in peace tJ.me. CoordinaUng our wa.r effort with 
that of our fellow-countrymen and the Uberation Army 
1n South Viet Nam, receiving important aid from the fra­
tem.i coUDtrJe.s in the socialist camp, our army and people 
in the· North have won great victories. The US aggres,ors 
have suffeNd an ignominious defeat in their criminal war 
of destruction. TheLr dark schemes were $11.Uhed. Over 
3,000 modem aircraft of more than 40 dllferent types, In• 
C'lucllng the latest models In use for the fl.r:st time, were 
ahot. down over Nurlh Viet ~am. A large number of fint. 
rate pilots from the US air force were k:lled or captured. 
The sociallat North remained u ,trong u a steel wall, Its 
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economy 31\d defence we.re further consolidated. M a 
powerful base for the revolution in the whole country. it 
carried on its glorious task of serving the great batUe front, 
nnd with the parUclpation of the army and people in the 
entire country, bu brought ever great.er victories to the 
resistance war. 

The vidory of our people's war against the war of 
destruction in the socialist North was a victory of our 
people in the whole country. It was of great slgnitkance 
not only to our people but also to the world. It wns a victory 
of our Party's pollUcal and military line, its line of resist­
ance against US a,ggrcssion for national sal vaUon and of 
socialist construction, and it.a correct independen~ creative 
foreign policy. · 

Unlike the August Insurrection and the re:ilitance war 
again.st the French, this wti.1 the fi.rst time when our P~Y 
ltd to victory a la.nd-aga.imt--ai1' people's \OAT on the basis 
of the socialist syatem. On the stTengtll of the militon, 1oli­
darit11 o/ the entif'e peoples with.,. as the backbones the mod­
ern ngu.tar people', Of'JJ\y conli,Ung o/ regulaf' and -regional 
/orce.s acting in coordination with militia cmd self-defence 
forcus d1e-.se ertemiue and mighty anMd force.s ol the 
masses toit,h the u.se o/ ioeapo,u of all kind.Ss modenl ond 
relativtly modern, h••• defeottd the US oh' u>ar of ag­
gression. Our army and people have made a new develop­
ment, in new conditions and circumstanCH of the art of 
using a am.all force to attack a large one, using few to 
oppose more and hsing leu modem weapons to defeat more 
modem weapons. 

The lrst task in a war to defend the Fatberlaud II 
clearly to 1hift the whole c®ntTy from peace•time con· 
ditl01'lf to wa.r-:time one,. The most tmponant tasks a.re 
the mobi.liza:ti.on of the ettfire peopl• with a view to ex­
panding lhe people'• anned forces, and the ,eon.,,!4tiOII of 
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the economy, lh~ organization of a war-titnt economy in 
order to meet all the needs of the war and of the people's 
life in war time. The success of the shift of the country to 
war-time conditions depends ftnUy on a c:orttct 10lution 
of the relations between the economy and national defence 
And secondly on the comprehensive prepi.ralions made, 
even In pea~ tlma, on a national and regional scale. The 
11ttngthening of the rear In its economic, polltlcal, material 
and moral aspects 1s a sure guarantee of s\lpply of men 
and material to the front. A strong rear ii undoubtedly 
one of the most important factors of victory in any war, 
especially in a patriotic war. 

In the upect of mUitary organization, the people's 
armed forces reached n fairly high level, bec11use unlike 
the a.nned forces in the general insunecUon and the liber­
ation war, they had been organJ:ted, built up ~d prepared 
in peace time, taking advant.llge of the fa\'ourable condi• 
tlons of an jndependent, sovereign State nnd of a gradu• 
ally built and consolidated .socialist regime. 

ln the insurrection ~nd the liberation war, our people 
rose up and fought with bare hands. For that reason, in 
the beginning we had to enllghten and mobilize the ma,­
ses, organize a poliUcal force and, on that bas-ls, build up 
revolutionary armed forces, In the flnt place the armed 
forces of the muses, from which the re.volutionary army 
was gradually formed. In the wake of the victorious In­
surrection and th' revolutionary war, we gradually raised 
the level of the armed forces in every field. Thus a polltical 
struggle generally develops into an armed struggle and 
a combination of the two, and a guerilla war generally 
develops into • r-cgul•r war ond a combination of the \wo. 
In the Insurrection ond during the Jiberation war, the arm• 
ed ,truggle was alway, olooely combined with the politl-
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cal struggle, uprisings with combats and annihilation of 
enemy forces with seizing power for the people, etc. 

In the war for the defence of the socialist North 
against the enemy air force, we h.ad from the beginning 
a modtrn regular ann31 which was fairly strong, consist­
ing of regular fotce'S and regional forces, built up in peace 
lime and rapidly expanded .tier the war broke ouL We 
also had cxtens.lve arm«! forces of the maUN made up of 
mlllions of millli.arnen and self-defence units in all tow111 
and villages, who had also been organized, built, equipped 
and tnlned in peace time. The building of revolutionary 
armed forces is bued on our people'• patriot.ism. and love 
of socialism and on the concrete policies and regulaUons 
decreed by ihe people's power. 

Because we had a modem regular people's army and 
extensive armed forces of the masaes, regul.a,- wa.r/arC and 
guerWa warfare were from the beginnint waged rimul­
taneou,171 and in cl.oae coordination. The people's war 
against the war of destruction has shown the importance 
of 1he role pl4yed b11 the people'• arm11 and n,gular war­
fare. Air dt!ence and air force units of the main force have 
fought rnuy major batUes, datroylng a large number of 
enemy alre:raft and defeating their 1Uccessive e-sc:alations. 
The expai,ded n,gional forces with new ftgbting capa­
bilitiU; were the core of the people's war in the regions.. 
The milill• cod self-<lefence force~ auo pla11ed • crucial 
Yole in combat in communkations and transport and in peo­
ple's air defence and service of the tron1.. 

It is certain that in a land combat against an enemy 
army, all arms and ,e.rvices of the people's army, to~ 
with the armed forces or the mama, will llgbt with all theu­
mlght and coordlnm acUon in an effective nwmer to de­
feat the enemy and defend the Fatherland. 
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Naturally, in the war for the defence of the Father .. 
land, In order to make the most of the power ol the elllire 
people, the entire country, and build up the greatest 
pooalble combined forces, we are able to apply the ex­
perience gained during the lruurrectlon and the liberation 
war. For the war for naUonal delence in our country like 
the Ube-ration wa.T, is a people'• war fousht by the entire 
people tn every fteld.. On the other hand when, during \he 
liberation war, we had a revolutionary base, a liberated 
area developing into an incnulngly vut free zone, the 
charac:terutics of a war for the defence of the Fatherland 
also appeared and developed. 

The great victory of our army and pecple in the IIOdal­
l>t North proves that a ,mall coun11'!1 u,ilh cm und.,.-<UWl­
oped e<O!IOffiJ/, whole 4rm11 ha, little modffn equipment 
4nd technique, but which ha, a correct revolutionary line, 
and I, determlud to fight for the i~e and free• 
dom of the Fatherland, ,elying on th• p010er of lhe entl,e 
people U>ith: the people's army aod th• crrmed force, of lhe 
.....,,,, a, backbone, and enjoying !nt.,.,..tional 11/mpathy 

4nd 111pport, ii quite capable of waging • people's WO!' lo 
defeat a wa, of dUlructlon bl! th• mod.,.. ,m for<• of US 
imperi4lum. Our people's victory In the North and that of 
our fellow~untryme:n and combatants ln the South have 
shown the gn,at potenUal of the people', war which can 
defeat any aggressor. 

Our people's naUon•wlde resistance against US· ag­
grea:sion took the form of a national liberation war in South 
Viet Nam and a war for the defence of the socialist regime 
in the North. The realities of this reslatsnce war and the 
•xtromoly rich •xperlonc. g ained have help,od \l8 solv• cor­
rectly the question of building up the people's armed forces 
and consolidating naUonal defence with the participation 
of the entire people : in the short term to protect the North 
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ond bring Uie war ol resistance to total 11i<:lory and in the 
long term, to provide a strong defence for the independence 
ot the Vietnamese },"atherland. 

* 
Our people's f'etX>lutio'n4'1/ war in South. Vilt Nam 

was started over ten ye.an a,o. It is a Hf.>eratton war 
against the US lmperWlsls' neo-coloniallst war of aggres­
oion, wage.t in order to liberate the South, fulftl the task» 
of the people's national democratic revolution ln the whole 
country, and by contributing to the de.(ence of the socialist 
North, to advance toward the peaceful reunification of the 
country. 

The w11r In South Viet Nam was waged by our fellow­
countrymen and combatants against a new enemy, the US 
imperfalists, and a new form ot aggressive war, the neo­
coloniallst war of aggression. It wu waged in the new 
conditions, when our people had successfully carried out 
the August Revolution In the whole CO\Jntry, won ·victory 
In the resistance agalnsl the French and liberated half of 
the country. The North wu carrying out a socialist revolu­
tion and was buflding socialism, becoming a powerful re• 
vglutionary base for the whole country and a member of the 
socialist camp. Our revoluUon was receiving increasingly 
important aid from the fraternal soclaltst countries. The 
lnternatJonal situation was favourable for the revolution­
ary forces In the world, had become far stronger than the 
counter--revolutlonary forces and were launching a con­
tinuous of ensive against imperialism, with the US im• 
perialists at its head. 

Fu,: U1t:se rcMOna, th~ revolution.tu·y wnr in South Viet 
Nam has made great strides forward and gained immen­
.ely In •trength. The growth ol South Viet Nam people', 
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l ib.,.ation armtd fore., i, linked with the oondltloru of the 
revolutionary war in South Viet Nam in the different 
perlodJ outlined aboV&: sfmultaneoua uprisings. people's 
war against "special war''. people's war agaimt "limited 
war", people's war against O Vietnam.ized war''. 

In the yeara 19$9-1960, our people in South Viet Nam 
rose up in ama, staging aimul-taneoua upriaings in many 
places all over the countryllcie. The torot which carrtect 
out thNe uprisJng, was the political annu of th• ma,,os 
,upporteci by small armed ulf-dejfflt:e unll,. Thla political 
anny which had been painstakingly built up during the 
revolutionary movement preceding the 1946 gene ral insur­
rection and had rapidly developed during the August Re­
volution and the resistance again.It the French colonlau.ta, 
was further tempered during the first years of the fterce 
struggles against the Ngo Dinh Diem regime. It had high 
morale, gre.wt fighting spirit, and a rich experience ol strug­
gle. The population in the different rtgiona took advantage 
of the moment when the weaknesses of the puppet regime. 
_with ill deep internal contradictions, were openly dis­
played and valiantly rose up and staged local uprisings, 
coordinaUng the political forces with armed forces, with 
the political forces plm;i-ng · the main rote. The powerful 
movement of simultaneous uprisings ovttthrew the local 
puppet administration in several regions although the cen• 
tral government still had hundreds of thousand, of troops 
and a ruthless organization of fascist repreuion at ita dis­
posal. The policy of domination by means of clasakal neo­
colonlallst methods had failed iniJer~bly. 

When the US imperialists launched a ",peci41 ..,.,.., 
to carry on the aggression against South Viet Nam, the 
simultaneous uprisings of our people there developed into 
a libnation tonr. Fu1ly grupjng the laws of development 
of the revolution and the revolutionary war in South V1ct 
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Nam and having -ully studied the US Imperialists' 
neo-colonialist war of aggression our people, under the 
leadership of the National Front for Liberation, int.en.sifted 
the offensive which they had started with the simultaneous 
uprisings. Titey greatl11 increa.,ed the combined politieal 
o.nd armed force,, intemified both the poUtica& ,trugple 
and the armed ,tniggle, and attacked the enemy with a,-m,. 

•d action and politir.al action,. while C4Tf'lli"O' on. agit4tion 
WO'l'k among eMm.y troop, in aU. three strategic areas : 
highlands, plain, and urban areas. 

With U1t existence of a large and strong political army 
of the revoluUonary masses, tl).e South Viet Nam people's 
liberation armed fore .. grew up rapidly. Units of the 
Liberation Army in different localities, and units of the 
main force for all South Viet Nam were built up. Guerilla, 
militia and ,etf-deJent:e forces were organized everywhere. 
The three categories of the ·uberation armed forces gradu~ 
ally came into shape. The weapons used by these people's 
armed forces were of poor quality, most of them captured 
from the entmy or home-made:. 

The people', war was intensified in many places all 
over the countryside. The army and people in South Viet 
N om closely e<>mbined politlcal with armed struggle, they 
staged attacks and uprisings and intensified guerl114 war• 
fore and partial upri.ringr. They decimated or annihilated 
Ute puppet forces, defeated the 0 heliborne" and ••armour­
ed troop<;urier-'' tactics. won control over the base levels, 
broke up twerthirds of the "strategic hamlets" tmd shook 
the puppet central government to its foundation. The move• 
ment of strc.ggle in the urban a.reas including the big cities 
wu i.nteuiftcd in coordlnotlon with the nvolutlonary 
movement in lhe countryside. Tiu? ltrrge political a.rmy 
and tl\.e e.rtrn,iv-e armed force, o/ the maues were playing 
a most important role. Even the enemy had to admit that 
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the "Viet Cong" were ••pest masten in the art of guerll181 
warfare"'. 

The character of the war was moving continuously in 
our favour. Torn apart by more and more acute internal 
contradictions the enemy inCl'euingly found it.sell In an 
impasse. 'l'he US lmperlalista were forced to "change 
horses In mid-stream", and liquidated their henchman Ngo 
Dinh Diem. 

The people's war further developed with the appear• 
ance of mobile regular force, of the Liberation Anny. 
BatUes Involving large concentrations of troops were fought 
al Blnh Gia, Dong Xoai, Ba Gia, during which whole units 
of the enemy regular forces were wiped out. The revolu­
Uonary war gained new offensive power. 

The close combination of the political and armed 
forces, of the anned forces of the masses and the Liber­
ation troops brought about a new situation. The whole 
puppet army and the whole puppet administration were 
threatened with total collapse, although the number of 
their troops had increased to 5501000 and the Liberation 
forces had not much increased numeric-ally and were only 
beginning to engage in major batUes involving large num­
bers of troops. This was because our people's local political 
and armed forces were then very powerfu.l, the muaea• 
movement of political struggle and insurrection was 
mounting, and guerilla warfare was highly developed. At 
the same time the regular troops which has just appeared 
on the scene already had a high presUge, great offensive 
power, great capabutties in threatening. overwhelming and 
annihilating the enemy, and they bad been making con­
tinuous attacks and winning victories. 

Faced with the brankruptcy of the "special war" 
strategy, the US imperialists were forced to dlspalcb a 
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huge expeditionary corps to South Viet Nam in an attempt 
to save the situation. 

Thu,, in th6 new conditions and clttumstance, of the 
years 1960-1965, the revolutionary war In South Viet 
Nam de\'eloped from a pollUcal struggle lnto an armed 
!rtrugele and • cnmhin.-.tl.,... (If. .-nnAd Qnd politictr1l strue:et11, 
Crom an armed insurrection jnto a liberation war and a 
combination of liberation war and armed insurrection, 
from guerilla warf.ue to pitched battles and a combination 
of pitched baLtles and guerilla attacks. The South Viet 
Nam people's Jiberation armed forces were also created 
from political forces; during the war the armed self-de­
fence units of the insurrection days grew into three cate­
yorie, of fqrce,. Tlte regular fo,-cts and the ,-egional fOTce, 
formed the South Viet Nam Liberation Army; the militia, 
guerilla Clftd ••lf-dt/ence organuatlono formed the •-•d 
fore., of the.,.,...,. With the support of the polllicaJ forces 
and In combination with them, the South Viet Nam peo­
ple's llberaUon anaed fon:ea played an imporlaJTt strategic 
ro1e in the ma&sts' partial upriringa to overthrow the 
puppet administration at the base levels and oelze power 
for the people, as well as in the military offentive.a to 
defeat various categories of puppet forces under the com­
mand of US "addsen". 

When the US aggressors were forced to Introduce US 
troops en mas&e into South Viet Nam, and use their air 
force to attack the North, launching the biggat and most 
brutal .. limited war" In their history of aggression, our 
people and their revolutionary armed forces throughout 
the country had to face an unprecedentedly serious chal­
lenge. The US lmperlalials aro thC! strongest of all U1e 
imperi.Jlists with the greatest economic and military 
potenUal in the capitalist world, with a large a.rmy equip,­
ped with most modern weapons. They gradually mobilized 
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a total of one million US, puppet and satellite troop, in­
cluding 500,000 US troop,, for the aggression againJt 
South Viet Nam, For this war, they spent hundreds of 
billions of dollars, and used tens of mHlions of tons of 
bombs and shells end all the moot sophisUcsted types '01 
weapon, and means of warfare, except nuclear weapons. _ 

Responding to President Ho Chi Minh's iOCred appeal 
to fight against US aggression, for national salvation, 
faithful to their traditions of Indomitable courage, our 
entire pe,ople from North to South rose up in clOiS& unity, 
dete.nn:ned to flght to save their counlry and homes, to 
fulftJ their sacred national duty and their lofty inter• 
nationalist obligations. 

Our army and people have made a correct evaluaUon 
af the US imperialists' schemes and the balar1ce ot forces. 
We have assessed the enemy's strong and weak pointa1 

thelr difl\culties and contraclicUona, and we Jmow our own 
advantages and di18cult.ies, our strength and our strong 
position. On that basts, our army and people are united 
Jn their determination to completely defeat the US ag­
gressors by continuJng their offensive strategy and fighting 
against the enemy's large and we1J.-equlp~d army, 

The Vietnamese people's patriotic resistance war 
against US aggression became the front line of the strug• 
gle of the people of the world againsL the US imperialist 
aggressors.. The peoples of the socialist countries and pro­
gresgive peoples the world over were closely united with 
eur people in the strui,de against the common enemy. The 
strong sympathy, support and assistance from progress:iv~ 
mankind was a decisive factor which helped w win victory 
in the patriotic resistance war against US aggression. 

On the South Viet Nam battlefield, relying on their 
two strategic forces, the US exped!tfonary fc:rc~ and tlw!i 
puppet troops, with the US troops as the main force, the 
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US aggressors launched a violent counter-offenSWe in an 
attempt to annihilate the revoluUonary for<:es, especially 
the regular units of the Liberation Army. At the same 
time they eont:nued the perfidious 0 paclflcation program• 
me" in order to en&lave our people by keeping them under 
tight control. They carried out a so--called •' war on the 
millt.ary ll!ld political fronts", a.n '"All-nut war', ~mbin­
ing ruthless military operations with deceitful economic 
and political ochemeo and perfidious ptywar tricks. 

The people and army of South Viet Nam pushing for­
ward their offensive, used their victorious position to in-­
tenf1/y their poUticat atruggile and a~td ,trugg1e to defeat 
all ochefflff anq manreuvres of the US lmperlalista. The 
South Viet Nam people's liberation urned forces stepped 
up ffl4j0f' engagement, invohri:ng large numbe,-1 of troop, 
and gu,Tilla warfart. They attacked US, puppet and 
aatellite troops and combined big, average and small oper­
ations. They annihilated large numbers o1 enemy troopa 
and destroyed a great quantity of war material, giving 
slrong support to the movement of political struggle and 
the uprisBgs to seize power for the people. Leu owneroUJ 
than the enemy and not ao well equipped, the South Viet 
Nam liberation forces dealt the US expeditionary corps 
stunning blows at Van Tuon.g in Central Trung Bo, on the 
Tay Nguyen highlands, In Eastern Nam Bo and in the 
Quang Tri•Thua Thlen region... The Increasingly ex­
tensive campaigns of the Liberation main force and the 
guerilla actlvltiff ol the regional fon:es look place In all 
theatres of operations. A vigorous movement of political 
struggle had been launched in the clUes, especially Da 
Nang and Hue. The US expedltlooary corps soon loot their 
initial aggressiveness; they received uMxpected blows 
and suffeffll defeat after defeat. The 1965-1966 dry-seuon 
counter-offensive by 200,000 US troops was smashed, the 
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' searcll and destroy" strategy was a failure, like the 

"break the Viet Cong backbone" strale(Y and the "pact .. 
ficatfon program". The liberation forces o~ncd the Tri­
Thien front and conUnued vigorous attacks on all front:&. 
The 1966-1967 dry-seaaon counter-offeN!ve by 300,000 US 
troops. was again smashed, tho "search and de-stroy" ~nd 
.. pt1c-l,6<'ation" strategic operatioM tailed completely. 

Just when the esc.alatJ.on of the US war of aggression, 
at Its highest point in both North and S<uth Viet Nam, 
had met with failure, the general otfefl#iw in the spring 
of 1968 by the South Viet Nam army and people broke _out 
like a thunderbol~ roclting South Viet Nam and the United 
States. This unJque, creative and perfecUy mounted atrat• 
glc attack by the South Viet Nam people'• liberation arm­
ed for~ in coordinaUon with masa insurrection,, dealt 
deciaive blowa at the .. lim1ted war" stratecy and brought 
a hi.stork turning point to the COW'le of the war. 

l n the people's war against the "limited war", the tuk 
waa to lnten•ily the military struggle and closely coor­
dinate the military struggle with the political slruggle so 
as to inflict a military defeat on the US imperialiats. To 
achieve this, the S-outl, VUt Nam people'• Ubnaticm armed 
f<>rces further developed their forces in both quantity and 
qual1ty, in organization and equipment end tn the art of 
warfare. · 

The regular f<>rc., of the Liberation Army were given 
now services and were organized into tncreuingly power~ 
fuJ mobile army corps. The regionol force, wen expanded 
and strengthened. The •nlli&, guerlllG and relf-<kfmce 
forcu saw a vigorous and extensive deve-lorinwmt on. all 
fronts. Elite units made their appearance. Tho armament 
and equipment of the armed forces w= markedly lmprov. 
ed. As a reaul~ all the thrte categori., of armed f<>rce,, 
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to varying degrees, were able not only to annihilate enemy 
infantry troops but also to destroy tanks and armoured 
vehicles and shoot down enemy planes. The experience 
gained at each stage of the combat was studied. The deter­
mination and confidence of the cadres and combatants were 
continuously strengthened in the fighting against the US 
aggressors. The cadres' capacity for organization and com­
mand was steadily improving. The entire army and peo­
ple, with all the three categories of the liberation armed 
forces, were galvanized by an emulation movement to 
attack the US aggressors, annihilate puppet troops, to be­
come valiant anti-US combatants. 

The South Viet Nam Liberation Army benefited from 
the favourable strategic situation inherent in the fighting 
of a people's war, and benefited also from the immense 
force· resulting from a combination of armed struggle and 
political struggle. With great fighting spirit and using suf­
ficienUy large number of troops supported by the extensive 
armed forces of the masses and the people's large and 
powerful political army, it dealt the US expeditionary 
corps, the puppet and satellite troops heavy blows, and 
gradually brought them to defeal 

On the battlefields, the regular forces of the Libera­
tion Army could concentrate their forces in a rational 
manner, and frequently used a small force to attack a 
larger one in order to decimate the enemy, it could use the 
combined forces of different services or the forces of a 
single service operating independently. The regional forces 
developed their combat methods so as to win great vic­
tories. By using small, well-tried units the South Viet 
Nam Liberation Army has dealt the enemy painful and 
dangerous blows. They have annihilated a large number of 
US troops and destroyed a large quantity of modern war 

Digitized by Google 

, 

r 

.. 

TO ARM 'rHE REVOLUTIONARY MASSES, . . 437 

material, inflicting severe losses, particuJarly on US com­
mand organs, US officers and technical personnel, US air­
craft and technical equipment of the latest type. With the 
regional forces as mainstay, the militia, guerilla and self­
defenc•e for.·ces gave a new impulse to guerilla warfare, 
making the most of rudimentary, relatively modem and 
modem weapons and developing most varied methods of 
annihilating the enemy. Many creative, effective methods 
of people's warfare were applied and developed : attacks 
with concentrated forces, guerilla raids, attacks against 
~e e~emy rear, communication lines and . towns, a com­
bination of fighting with agitation work within the enemy 
ranks. 

In each region and in the whole of South Viet Nam, 
there was coordination between mobile forces and local 
forces, _so that they could be advantageously deployed, a 
ma~e~,c posture which should combine solidity and 
mobibty on all fronts, especially over the most important 
sectors in all three strategic zones. The local armed forces 
consisting of strong units of the reg~onal forces extensive 
militia, guerilla and self-defence organization; with the 
firm support of the political forces and in close coordina­
tion with the local political forces, from the mountains 
to the plain and from the countryside to the towns, bril­
liantly succeeded in dispersing US, puppet and satellite 
forces over a wide _area, immobilizing them in all pla~es, 
encircling, attacking, decimating, annihilating them and 
destroying a large quantity of war material. At the same 
time, the Liberation Army mobile forces, using increas­
ingly big' concentrations of troops at different battlefronts, 
dealt the enemy heavy blows, annihilating great sections 
of the enemy forces. 

In the people's war in South Viet Nam, the enemy 
were relentlessly beaten, encircled and cut up, they were 
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continuously attacked and decimated. The US expedi­
tionary corps, the puppet and satellite troops, totalljng 
over one million, with most modern equipment, could not 
fight as effectively as they wished. They were in a situation 
when their immense army proved to be insufficiently large, 
when apparent strength proved to be weakness. They 
attacked but could not hit the right target and were in­
creasingly decimated by the South Viet Nam people's 
liberation armed forces. Their forces were dispersed, their 
offensive power continuously decreased, and they were 
forced to return gradually to· the defensive. 'They wanted 
to end the war quickly but were compelled to prolong it. 
Their large and modern army was reduced to a more and 
more passive posture. It was suffering increasingly heavy 
losses and was gradually being put to defeat by a highly 
developed people's revoluti.onary war. At th.e same time; 
their modern air force and navy were dealt deadly blows 
in our people's land-against-air war in the North. Our 
army and people won glorious victories in the fight against 
the huge military machine of the US imperialists. Our 
people defeated the biggest US "limited war" of aggres­
sion at the stage of its highest escalation in both parts of 
our country. 

The "limited war" strategy was defeated. The John­
son administration had to deescalate the war, uncondition­
ally end the bombing of the North, return to a defensive 
posture in South Viet Nam and carry out a "de-Ameri­
canization" of the war in an attempt to find a way out of 
the impasse. 

Nixon, an unscrupulous and obstinate politician, on 
coming to power in the United States shifted to a "Viet­
namization" of the war hoping to prolong the war of ag­
gression and continue the enslavement of our people in 
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South Viet Nam by maintaining the US neo-colohialist 
rule. 

The "Vietnamization of the war" strategy was but 
a continuation of the neo-colonialist war of aggression 
with new methods, the application of the so-called Nixon 
doctrine to the .US imperialist war of aggression against 
South Viet Nam. That most reactionary doctrine was the 
US impe·rialists' new global strategy for the seventies, 
appearing at a time when they were suffering repeated 
defeats in their aggression against Viet Nam, and when 
the changing balance of forces in the world was more 
and more unfavourable to them. The objective of the 
Nixon doctrine was to maintain the US imperialists' role 
of world gendarme and enable them to continue to im­
plant their neo-colonialism in the world with new mel'hods 
and manreuvres : to rely on US might and at the same 
time to make satellite countries contribute more men and 
material. 

To carry out the ••Vietnamizat:on" of the war, the 
US imperialists and their henchmen concentrated forces 
for the realization of their ruthless pacification program­
me, which was regarded as the main strategic measure to 
enslave our people in South Viet Nam. The US imperial­
ists' perfidious scheme was to make Vietnamese fight 
against Vietnamese, to feed the war by the war, to use the 
blood of their lackeys together with · US dollars, bombs 
and shells, to serve their dirty interests. They endeavoured 
to build the Saigon puppet army into a modern army to 
be used as the main strategic force in South Viet Nam, a 
shock force in Indochina which should gradually replace 
US troops in land combat. The Nixon administration also 
brazenly ordered an invasion of neutralist Cambodia, an 
intensification of the war in Laos, and the extension of the 
aggressive war to the whole of Indochina. The United 
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States endeavoured to "Khmerize", "Laotlanize" these 
wars and, encouraging the collusion between the Saigon 
puppet and Cambodian puppet forces, and between the 
Thai reactionaries and the Lao and Cambodian puppets, 
organized a kind of regional alliance among the puppet 
forces, using Indochinese against Indochinese, Asians 
against Asians. 

In the wake of their victories, under the leadership 
of the National Front for Liberation and the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet 
Nam, well aware of the characteristics and laws of devel· 
opment of the war in the new stage, the army and people 
of Sout~ Viet Nam further intensified the strategic posture 
of offensive of the people's war in order to defeat the ene­
my's "Vietnamization" strategy. In all tl&ree strategic 
zones, our army and people in South Viet Nam greatly in­
tensified and closely combined anned struggle and political 
struggle ; they carried out attacks accompanied with upris­
ings and uprisin.gs accompanied with attacks while at tlle 
same time stepping up agitation work among enemy troops, 
with a view to annihilating and disintegrating the enemy 
forces, winning power for the people, expanding the liberat­
ed zone, and defeating the enemy. 

Our army and people closely coordinated their resist­
ance war with the revolutionary struggle of the armies 
and peoples of fraternal Laos and Cambodia, in oder to 
defeat the Nixon doctrine as applied in Indochina. The 
offensive of the revolutionary war in South Viet Nam 
developed into that of the people of the three Indochinese 
countries who shoulder to shoulder fought against the 
common enemy. The Lao people's · patriotic war won new 
and brilliant victories. The Cambodian revolution had 
made a big leap forward. 

In the process of defeating the enemy plan to " Vlet­
namize" the war, the South Viet Nam Liberation Anny, 
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with a sufficient number of troops and great fighting 
capabilities, greatly increased their fighting power to 
meet the new requirements of the revolutionary war : the 
weapons used were more and more modem, the · technical 
branches developed vigorously, the capacity to mount 
concentrated attacks with coordination between different 
arms was enhanced. The victories won by the South 
Viet Nam Liberation Army in early 1969 caused a large 
number of US casualties and dealt the aggressors a heavy 
blow in the first days of the Nixon administration. From 
1970, after Nixon sent US troops to Cambodia and Laos, 
the revolutionary armies of all three Indochinese coun­
tries, used powerful regular army units to launch repeated 
attacks against the enemy and won resounding victories. 
Despite strong US air and logistic support, despite their 
increased US-supplied equipment, the puppet forces suf­
fered defeat after defeat. Not only the Vientiane and 
Phnom Penh puppet troops suffered heavy losses, but the 
Saigon puppet troops, the backbone of the "Vietnamiza­
tion" strategy, the shock force of the Nixon doctrine in 
Indochina, were severely defeated. The great victories of 
the peoples of the three countries, especially the resound­
ing victory on Highway 9 in Southern Laos, had a great 
strategic significance opening the prospect of defeating the 
" Vietnamization" strategy and the Nixon doctrine in In· 
dochina by military means. 

While the enemy were making strenuous efforts to 
enlarge their reactionary armies and other forces of re­
pression to build a thick network of military posts to COR• 

trol the population and carry out their ruthless pacifica­
tion programme in the countryside, the role of the people's 
war in individual regions of the country and that of the 
regional anned forces became more and more important. 
In many vast areas of the South Vietnamese· countryside, 
our army and people closely combined armed with political 
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struggle and pushed forward the three converging prongs 
of the offensive in order to smash the "pacification pro­
gramme". Greatly encouraged by the victories of the main 
force, the militiamen and guerillas, more and more strong­
ly supported by the regional forces, carried out the slogan 
" the cadres stick to the people, the people stick to the 
land. the guerillas stick to the enemy." They raised the 
guerilla war, the people's war at the base level to a higher 
stage of development, annihilating imd decimating import­
ant regional° reactionary forces, and taking many enemy 
posts. They coordinated their action with the movement of 
political struggle and insurrection to win power for the 
people, eliminate wicked elements, break the enemy's grip, 
disintegrate enemy civilian defence forces and overthrow 
the puppet administration at the base level. The revolu­
tio11ary forces of the masses were firmly maintained, con­
solidated and developed. The regional people's war check­
ed the enemy pacification programme. Severely defeated, 
the enemy were forced to draw back. While the regular 
forces of the Liberation Army were winning gr,eat victories 
and the regional people's war was increasingly intensified, 
the movement of political struggle of the urban population 
in South Viet Nam underwent a remarkable development 
both in scope and in depth, with new and varied forms 
of struggle. 

During the past three years, since Nixon came to power 
and carried out the "Vietnamization of the war'' strategy, 
our army and people in South Viet Nam have won great 
victories. In 1971, when they hoped to have fundamentally 
completed their "Vietnamization" plan, the US imperial· 
ists and their lackeys, suffered the most severe defeats, 
despite the great efforts made by the Nixon administra­
tion on all fronts. Our people won' tremendous victories, 
and the " Vietnamization of the war" suffered a severe 
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setback. This proves that the strategy of "Vietnamiza­
tion" and the Nixon doctrine contain many insoluble con­
tradictions and insuperable weaknesses. Nixon's strategy 
of ••Vietnamization" was nothing but an illusion. In the 
political field, he hoped to be able to use the neo-colonialist 
bait of ind.ependence and freedom to camouflage the fund­
amental contradictions between our people and the US 
aggressors. At the very moment when our entire people 
were closely united in their patriotic fight against US ag­
gression and when the above contradictions were most 
acute, he hoped to use lackeys without any national feel­
ing to carry out the policy of "making Vietnamese fight 
against Vietnamese", to serve the interests of the US ag­
gressors. In the military field , when the United States with 
over one million US and puppet troops had been defeated, 
and had to gradually withdraw US troops, Nixon hoped to 
tum weakness into strength, defeat into victory, to put 
puppet troops back on their feet and use them to l"eplace 
US troops. Countered by 'Ute heroic struggle of our people, 
a people with a long tradition of national unity and un­
shakable determination to oppose foreign aggreaion, who 
in the wake of their victories were in a position of strength 
and constantly on the offensive, the "Vietnamization" 
strategy, the main test of the Nixon doctrine, was bound 
to fail miserably. Our people in the whole country, in close 
unity with the brother peoples of Laos and Cambodia, per­
severed in their resistance and intensified the war, deter­
mined to d.efeat the "Vietnamization of the war" strategy 
and the Nixon doctrine in Indochina and to win ,complete 
victory. 

Looking back, we can say that in the revolutionary 
war in the South our people have synthesized the ex­
perience gained over the past decades in military and 
political struggle, in armed insurrection and revolutionary 
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war and in military organization. Well aware of the laws 
of revolutionary development and revolutionary methods 
of action in South Viet Nam, and the laws of development 
of US neo-colonialism and of the US neo-coloniali9t war 
of aggression, the people and army of South Viet Nam have 
brought all this experience to a higher level, in a new 
situation. In the revolutionary war in South Viet Nam, 
our people have increased their great total force derived 
from the close combination o.f political forces with armed 
forces, waging simultaneously an armed struggle and a 
political struggle, combining insurrection with war and 
war with insurrecti01i in order to win victory. In accord­
ance with the concrete situation at each stage of develop­
ment of the war, the army and people of South Viet Nam 
combined the armed forces with the political forces in a 
flexible and creative manner and repeatedly defeated all 
forms of neo-colonialist war of aggression, even at the 
peak of US aggressive war. 

The resistance war for national salvation against US 
aggression achieved a high degree of mobilization and arm­
ing of the entire people. Relying on the great power given 
by the correct line followed by the people's democratic 
national revolution in South Viet Nam, and the superiority 
of the socialist system in the North, our people hnve built 
up political forces tested by many years of struggle, in­
creasingly better organized and developing with ever 
greater vigour ; on that bails we have built ever more 
powerful people's armed forces consisting of the well­
organized extensive armed forces of the masses and a con­
tinually modernized regular revolutionary army. Those 
forces played different roles, on different battlefields 
at different stages of development of the resistance war. 
But generally speaking, in the revolutionary war in ·south 
Viet Nam both the armed force.s and the p-olitical forces 
have played a fundamental and decisive strategic role ; in 
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the South Viet Nam people's liberation armed forces, the 
Liberation Army composed of the regular army and the 
regional forces and the armed forces of the masses made 
up of militia, guerilla and self-defence forces have played 
a great strategic ro-te and are becoming more and more 
important as the war develops. 

Their defeat in the war of aggression against Viet 
Nam and Indochina is the worst defeat the US imperialists 
have met with in their history of aggression. Our people's 
great victory in the struggle against US aggression, for 
national salvation proves that in our era, a small nation is 

. quite capable of mobilizing the forces of the entire peopl~, 
the entire nation, closely combining the political and arm­
ed forces, the revolutionary army and the masses' armed 
forces, carrying out a political struggle and an armed strug­
gle, armed insurrection and revolutionary war, in order to 
def eat the neo-colonialist war of aggression by the great 
imperialist powers including the biggest O'lle, the United 

States. 

* 
Looking back at the process of revolutionary struggle, 

the process of development of armed insurrection and re­
volutionary war and of the people's armed forces in our 
country during the last forty years, we feel extremely 
proud of our Party and of venerated President Ho Chi 
Minh, of our people and our nation. As I said above, never 
before in their 4000-year history of building and defending 
the-country, has our nation been so continuously engaged 
in insurrection over so long a period. We can say that 
never before in our history had our nation successively 
defeated in the space of a few decades three most brutal 
aggressors, including US imperialism, that cruel and 
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unscrupulous world gendarme, a country which possesses 
the gl'eatest economic and military potential on ,earth. 

In order to win victory in the nation-wide insurrection 
and people's war, our Party has combined its work of pro­
paganda, education and organization with the building up 
of the political forces of the masses - regarding these as 
a fundamental necessity in all stages of the revolutionary 
struggle-and of the people's a,rmed fo-rces. It has solved 
the question of military organization, considered as an- . 
other essential factor. 

Our ancestors used to say that .. the whole nation 
joining forces" led to "everyone a soldier". So today our 

-Party is carrying out the line of "unity of the entire 
people", organizing "the entire people to fight against . 
the aggressors", making "each village, eacli commune a 
fortress", "each street a front line", "our 31 million 
fe_llow-countrymen 31 million valiant combatants". 

Our Party has extensively carried out the arming of 
t ile entire people, building up the people's army and at 
the same time, arming the revolutionary masses. This bas 
been done in different circumstances and conditions of 
struggle, different with regard to the enemy and the form 
of aggression used by them, with regard to our way of 
using revolutionary violence, the situation in our country 
and in the world, and the balance of forces between us 
and the enemy. Originating from the poli'tical organizations 
of the masses, starting from small self-defence units and 
from secret armed organizations at the base level, our 
people's armed forces have developed in'to a mighty revolu­
tionary armed foree with a most brilliant fighting record, 
a glorious tradition of loyalty to the Party and the people, 
and of invincibility. These armed forces are made up of 
a well-tried people'& army consisting of an army, air force 
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and navy which are more and more modernized and the 
extensive and powerful armed forces of the masses, which 
are organized everywhere and use varied types of weapons 
including a number of modem ones. 

In their growth and in thei1· fighting record. in differ­
ent conditions and circumstances of struggle, our people's 
armed forces have adopted different concrete forms of or­
ganization and varied positions and roles. Each day they 
have attained a higher and higher level but they have 
always ~n made up of a union between two funda­
mental parts : 

First, the people'& army consisting of the regular army 
and the regional forces. 

Second, the armed forces of the masses consisting of 
the extensive militia and self-defence organizations. 

The realities of insurrection and war in our country 
show that arming the entire people means arming the 
broail messes and building up a people's army. The people's 
army has many advantages over the masses' armed forces : 
strong organization, high discipline, careful training, re­
latively advanced technkal equipment, unified command 
and leadership, great fighting capabilities and high com­
bat-readiness. On the other hand, the armed forces of the 
masses have advantages over the army as a result of their 
close coordination with the masses whose power is their 
direct support, and their use of the most varied weapons 
and a m~titude of fighting methods anywhere and at any 
time. 

To build the people's army and at the same time to arm 
the masses is to simultaneously build up the backbone 
force and the extensive forces, the mobile forces and the 
stationary forces in order to defeat large armies of ag­
gression possessed of modem equipment, high mobility 
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and great firepower. We must build a force to serve as back­
bone and a mobile force for the whole country and also a 
backbone and mobile ·force for each region. We must build 
stationary forces everywhere in all three strategic areas 
in the highlands and the plain, in the countryside and the 
urban areas. The mobile force to serve as backbone for the 
whole country is the regular army. The mobile backbone 
force for each region is the regional force. Thus the peo­
ple's armed forces consist of three categories of forces : the 
regular army, the regional forces and the militia and self­
defence forces. The regular army and the regional forces 
form the People', Army. The militia and self-defence 
forces are the armed forces of the maues. On the national 
scale, the regular army is the mobile force while the re­
gional forces and the militia and self-defence forces are 
the stationary forces. The regional forces and the militia 
and self-defence forces form the regional people's armed 
forces. On the regional scale, the regional forces are the 
mobile forces, while the militia and self-defence forces are 
the stationary forces. The relation between the regional 
force and the militia and self-defence force in a region 
reflects the relation between. the people's army and the 
masses' armed forces on the national scale. 

The combination of the people's army with the masses 
armed forces and vice versa is clearly the form of military 
organization most suited to the full realization of the power 
of the entire people, the entire country, the entire nation. 
As the combination of political forces with armed forces, 
of political struggie with armed struggle and of armed in­
surrec.tion with revolutionary war is the fundamental 
form of revolutionary violence in our country, so the com­
bination of the revolutionary army with the masses' arm­
ed forces is the military organization best suited for unit­
ing the armed forces with the political forces, armed strug­
gle with political struggle and applying the methods of 
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insurrection and war as well as the military art of the 
entire people's insurrection and people's war. 

The above-mentioned realities and experience bring 
us to this conclusion : the combination of the revolutionary 
army. with the masses' armed forces and vice versa, the 
building of the three categories of the people's armed forces, 
these are laws of organization and employment of the peo­
ple's armed forces which will allow the full reatization of 
the force of the entire people, the entire ,wtion, the entire 
country in an 'insurrection of the entire people, in a peo­
ple's war as well as in national defence by the entire peo­
ple, in the liberation war cu in the war for the defence 
of the Fatherland by our nation, a ,mall nation which: has 
had to struggle agaimt domination and wars of aggreuion 
by big imperialist power,. 

The creativenei;s of our Party and people with re1,pe<;t 
to the arming of the revolutionary masses and building 
of the people's army springs from the Marxist-Leninist 
thesis o:n military organization by the proletariat and the 
continuation and development of our ancestors' experience 
on building armed forces. Our Party has closely combined 
modem proletarian military science with our own· original 
national tradition, correctly applied this science and this 
experience to the realities of our people's struggle in the 
new circumstances and historical conditions of our era. 
That is why the very high .development of armed insur­
rection and revolutionary war and of the present milit­
uy organization in our country, under the leadership of 
the Party, is a necessary and logical development of our 
people's history and tradition of struggle in an era when 
the Vietnamese working class has become the authentic 
representative of the nation. Under the leadership of the 
Party and President Ho Chi Minh, our people have main­
tained and gloriously developed their heroic tradition of 
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struggle against foreign aggression. The insurrection of 
the entire Vietnamese people and the people's war undc1· 
the leadership of the Party of the working class are the 
culminating point of armed insurrection and revolution­
ary war· in our country. They are the insuTrection of the 
entire Vietnamese people and the people', war in the new 
era, the Ho Chi Minh era. 

Our people's repeated victorie,s in the fight against 
three imperialist powers testify to the great ,night of the 
people's war under the leadership of the wo.rk.ing class and 
their Marxist-Leninist party in this new era of the history 
of mankind and to the invincible power of the people's arm­
ed forces, the new-type military organization of the work­
ing dass, the labouring people and the oppressed peoples 
who have taken up arms and fought to liberate themselves 
and build a new society. 

With the great power of insurrection and national war 
of the national army and the armed masses, our ancestors 
gloriously succeeded in reconquering and preserving na­
tional independence. They defeated enemies who were 
much stronger, but who like us, were also ·under a feudal 
regime and whose forces of production and technical base 
were at the same stage of development. Nowadays, with 
the new power of the insurrection of the entire people 
and the people's war under the leadership of the work­
ing class, the new power of the entire people united 
under the Party banner, the new power of the people's 
army and the masses' armed forces, our Party and people 
have gloriously succeeded in the great mission entrusted 
to them by history. Retying on the force of the entire 
people of a small nation whose economic potential, ma­
terial and technical base were inferior to the enemy's, 
taking advantage of the superiority of the new regime, our 

Digitized by Go gle 

- ; 

TO ARM THE REVOLUTIONARY MASSES . .. 

Party and people have defeated aggressive armies of big 
imperialist powers, armies which are superior in number 
and are equipped with more modem weapons and means 
of warfare. 

In order to solve this most important strategic prob­
lem, our Party has thoroughly grasped and coTTectly solved 
the dialectical relationship between the organization of 
force, and the material-technical base, between men and 
weapons, as has been analysed above. In war, victory is 
generally won by armies which fight for a just cause, and 
besides are greater in number, armed with more sophisti­
cated weapons and supported by a more highly-developed 
economy. But a main characteristic of our country has 
been the fact that in our insurrections and wars,. our na­
tion has WOh victories fighting against an enemy superior 
in number and equipment. Today we are winning victory 
even though we are poorly equipped, or not so well equip. 
ped as the enemy :who has up-to-date weapons and is sup­
ported by a more highly developed economy. The secret 
of that brilliant success lies in the fact that our Party has 
known how to relate men to weapons, and• has realized 
that, although weapons constitute a very important factor, 
men are the determining factor. The Vietnamese man, the 
Vietnamese combatant in the new era, has a new political 
consciousness and a high fighting spirit. The new social 
system, the people's democratic regime and the socialist 
regime have great vitality and superiority in all aspects. 
The new-type military organization allows the mobiliza­
tion of more people than ever before in our history to 
fight against the aggressors. The combination of the army 
with the masses' armed forces has further developed the 
military art of the people's armed forces and has a radi­
cally revolutionary content, an intense spirit of offensive. 
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creative and original fighting methods. These new acquisi­
tions formed the basis on which the power of the entire 
nation, of the people's armed forces could be developed 
even when we were still poorly armed and equipped. As 
a r~ult, when· the entire nation has risen up, the entire 
people's armed forces have a tremendous power and can. 
defeat an enemy like the US imperialists, who are superior 
in number and equipped with most modern weapons. 
Never before in our history had we faced a one-million 
strong army of aggression equipped with the most modem 
weapons like the US expeditionary corps and the puppet 
troops. Never had our people confronted an enemy with 
so great ·an economic and military potential as the US 
imperialists. But our army and people have won increas­
ingly great victories, and will certainly win complete 
victory. 

The military victory of our people, of' the people's 
armed forces has shattered bourgeois military thinking 
according to which weapons and technique play a deci­
sive role in war, and it proves the correc,tness of pro­
letarian military thinking which holds th.at iit is men who 
play a decisive role. It shows the superiority of prole­
tarian military science over bourgeois military science. 
The era when big imperialist powers could use their milit­
ary might to do as they pleased, to dominate and enslave 
the .smaller nations, is definitely over. 

The great victory of the Vietnamese nation, a small 
nation with not very large territory and population and 
with an underdeveloped economy, in its resistance against 
imperialist powers with great economic and military 
potential, with large and well equipped armies, is an 
eloquent proof of the might of nations, including the 
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smaller ones, in their just wars, and it has exposed the 
limited capabilitie$ of big imperialist powers in their un­
just wars of aggression. It is clear that in our era, even a 
amall nation, if it u united and determined, follow, a cor­
rect revolutionary line, and u able to mobilize the entire 
people to rise up and wage war, to build and con&olidczte 
national defence, and to gain international support and 
a,,L,tance, such: a nation is quite capable of overthrowing 
coloniali&t rule and defeating the aggresaive war of big im­
perialist power& including the leading imperialist power, 
the United States. 
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CHAPTER IV 

TO ARM THE REVOLUTIONARY MASSES 

STRONGLY AND EXTENSIVELY 

TO BUILD A MODERN REGULAR PEOPLE'S ARMY 

The resistance war against US aggression, for the 
national salvation of our people in both parts of the coun­
try has won great victories and is entering a decisive stage. 

On the South Viet Nam battlefield, although it has 
suffered a serious setback during the past years in both 
the military and political fields, the Nixon administration 

is still obdurately carrying out the " Vietnamization of the 
war" strategy. While withdrawing a large part of the US 
combat troops, the US imperialists are feverishly 
strengthening the puppet army in order to use it in place of 
the US troops in South Viet Nam and as an additional force 
under US management and command on the Indochinese 
battlefield. They have stepped up the ••pacification" prog­
ramme, carrying out sweeps, penning up the population, 
building a thick network of military posts, and turning 
South Viet Nam into a giant concentration ·camp, in order 
to keep a tight control over the population, destroy revolu­
tionary bases and grab manpower and resources for their 
neo-colonialist war of aggression. They are endeavouring 
to maintain the Nguyen Van Thieu fascist clique in power 
by ruthlessly repressing all the tendencies and aspirations 
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of different strata of the population in South Viet Nam 
for peace, independence, neutrality, national concord, de­
mocratic freedom and improvement of living conditions. 

In the North, they are obdurately continuing acts ·or 
war, their aircraft are continuously carrying out recon­
naissance flights, bombing populated areas and committing 
untold crimes against our people. Nixon and Laird are 
again threatening to resume the air and naval war of 
destruction with a view to preventing the great rear's 
assistance to the great front line, destroying the ec,onomic 
and military potential of the socialist North and shaking 
our people's determination to fight. · · 

In Laos, they are intensifying the "special war" , using 
their planes for extermination bomb!ng of the Lao liberat­
ed 1.one, stepping up the • • Laotianization of the war" and 
bringing in a large number of Thai troops to save the 
severely beaten Vientiane troops and Vang Pao bandits. 
With these puppets and bandits they are launching counter­
attacks in an attempt to stem the offensive of the Lao re­
volution. 

In Cambodia, they are pushing forward with the 
" Khmerization of the war", giving the Phnom Penh pup­
pet regime a shot in the arm; strengthening the puppet 
army, carrying out the "pacification programme.,, con­
centrating the population, using Phnom Penh puppet 
troops with US air support to launch criminal military 
operations against the people. The Nixon administration is 
also forcing the reactionary Thai authorities to send Thai 
troops to Cambodia to fight against the people of that 
country. 

It is clear that even while they are heading for de­
feat, the US imperialists have not given up their schemes 
of aggression against our country, they are obdurately 
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prolonging and extending U1e war with a view to main­
taining their neo-colonialist rule over South Viet Nam and 
their role of world gendarme in Southeast Asia. For this 
purpose they are speaking of "sharing responsibilities" 
in accordance with the "Nixon doctrine" which only 
means to use other people's blood together with US money 
and weapons to defend the dirty Interests of the American 
monopoly capitalist groups. Therefore, the aggressor is 
still US imperialism, but the concrete hostile forces on the 
battlefields in our people's war and that of all three Indo­
chinese countries have undergone some changes. In the 
present stage of the "Vietnamization of the war" strategy, 
the puppet tToops at the service of the United States, or­
ganized, equipped and trained by the Americans, provided 
with US-supplied modem weapons and means of warfare, 
including modem services and arms and enjoying US air, 
naval artd logistics support are gradually becoming the 
main hostile force on th·e battlefield in the revolutionary 
war. The US imperialists are also striving to strengthen 
their modem air force and navy to attack the North of our 

country. 1 

Having recognized this main objective on the battle­
field, our people throughout the country are determined to 
defeat the aggressive war of the US imperialists and their 
lackeys. The South Viet Nam people's liberation aTmed 
forces in coordination with the ~litical forces of the masses 
have annihilated or broken up the Saigon puppet troops, 
the "backbone" of the "Vietnamization of the war" strate­
gy, at the same time smashing the "pacification program­
me" the source of manpower and resources for that strate­
gy. Our people's armed forcu in the North must defeat the 

1. This article w11s written In March 19'12 (Ed.) 
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attacks by the US air force and navy, repulse all rash milit­
ary ventures of the US imperialists, strongly defend the 
socialist North and contribute to fulfilling the obligations 
of the great rear toward the great frontline. Our people 
have the duty to coordinate action closely with the people 
of fraternal Laos and Cambodia in order to defeat the 
Nixon doctrine formula for the Indochina battlefronts, 
" reactionary puppet forces+ US air force". 

In their tasks of continuing the socialist revolution and 
socialist construction in the North, completing the people's 
democratic national revolution in South Viet Nam and 
proceeding to peaceful national reunification, our people 
will meet with many difficulties, but we will certainly win 
victory. Our people's military organization must be equat 
not only to the urgent, immediate tasks, but also to any 
tasks in all circumstances, in the progress of the revolution, 
even after the US imperialists and their lackeys have 
been defeated. The people's armed forces in the North 
must be strong enough to defend the i:octalist North, smash 
all acts of aggression and sabotage by the imperialists and 
their lackeys, serve as an effective tool of proletarian 
dictatorship and strengthen the North in all aspects so as 
to make it a powerful base for the struggle to reunify the 
country. The liberation armeq forces in South Viet Nam 
must be strong enough to safeguard the gains of the re­
volution, preserve . the independence and neutrality of 
South Viet Nam, defeat nil schemes of the imperialists and 
the reactionary clique, contribute to the progress of the 
revolution and build a peaceful, unified, independent, de­
mocratic and prosperous Viet Nam. 

Because our country has n very important strategic 
position in Southeast Asia, as hu been said in the first 
part of this essay, Viet Nam has for centuries been the 
objective of cruel aggressors. Within a few decades, our 
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country has been succe&sively attacked by three imperial­
ist powen. Even when US imperialism has been defeated, 
international imperialism will not give up its schemes 
against our country. Our nation cherishes independence 
and freedom, we also love peace and wish to have peace 
to build our country and improve our people's living con­
ditions in all aspects. But we must remain very vigilant. 
We must be strong in the fields of politics, ec0114mics and 
national defence - there must be a. close union between 
economic const"'ction and the strengthening of national 
defence. Whatever happens we must have a strong national 
defence, with powerful armed forces made up of a strong 
standing army and extensive armed forces of the masses, 
in order to protect the people's peaceful labour, to be ready 
to wage a victorious war for the defence of the Fatherland 
against any aggressor and to protect State power against 
sabotaging elements from within. 

In the long term, after our country has been unified, the 
situation will undergo great changes. Viet Nam will be­
come a strong and prosperous country with a modem agri­
culture, a modern industry and advanced culture and 
science with a population of from fifty to seventy million · 
within a few decades ... Our people have the necessary basis 
for building a strong national defence. We are capable of 
raising the people's army and the arming of the revolution• 
ary masses to a higher level in order to ensure the defeat 
of any imperialist aggressor. 

The war for the defence of the Fatherland in our coun­
try at present, · or in the future if it breaks out again, is 
always a ;ust war for self-defence, taking place on our 
own .soil. ConsequenUy, it can make the most of the force 
of the entire people, the entire country, the entire nation 
in order to defeat the enemy. A number of conditions and 
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circumstances of a future war for the defence of the Father­
land may be similar to those of the present war, for exam­
ple the geographical conditions, the need to fight against 
a greater force. As an enemy who launches aggression 
against our country will necessarily be stronger than we, 
the need to use a smaller force to fight against a greater 
force will arise as it does today, although the balance of 
forces between us and the enemy may be different. As for 
the geographical conditions, they will remain basically 
the same for a long time, despite continuous transforma­
tions due to our people's industrious Jabour. H another 
war for the defence of the Fatherland broke out, it would 
take place in the geographical conditlo~ of our country, 
a small country with a narrow and long territory, mostly 
mountainous, partitioned by a large number of rivers, with 
some thousand kilometres of coast line, a tropical dimate ... 

For these reasons, we may conclude that we have in.· 
herited much experience in waging wars for the defence 
of the Fatherland, in insurrection and liberation war, and 
also in_ military organization in the present time and in the 
past. This experience we are capable of using and develop­
ing in the new conditions and circumstances to build na­
tional defence by the entire people and the people's armed 
forces of the socialist North, of independent and neutral 
South Viet Nam and of reunified Viet Nam in future. A 
future war for the defence of the Fatherland in our country 
would be a highly-developed people's war ; our people's 
armed forces will have made outstanding progress in aJl 
aspects : numerical strength, the lev~l of cadres and 
soldiers of all ranks and in every field of activity. equip­
ment and technique, organizational capabilities, fighting 
method, fighting power. 

At present, to fulfil our historic mission of completely 
defeating the US aggresson our people must have powerful 
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politiciil forces and alto potoerful armed forces, on the 
basis of a seneral strengthening in the political, economic 
and national defence fields. We must thoroughly grasp the 
Party line of arming the entire people, strive to develop 
very strong and extensive armed force, of the masse, and 
at the same time; an outstandingly powerful people's army, 
and mobilize and develop to the greatest extent our peo­
ple's forces on the military front in order to join hands 
with the entire people in defeating the enemy in all cir­
cumstances. 

In South Viet Nam, the army and people, carrying out 
a simultaneous armed struggle and politkal struggle to 
defeat the US ••Vietnamization of the war" strategy, are 
steadily pushing forward the revolutionary war in every 
field, closely combining armed struggle with political 
struggle, military offensive with uprisings, concentrated 
attacks with guerilla attacks, annihilation of enemy troops 
with extending the people's power in all three strategic 
zones . . At the same time as they are wnging war they are 
developing the military and political forces and actively 
expanding and consolidating the liberated zone, becoming 
stronger while fighting. 

As the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam and the High Command of 
the South Viet Nam Liberation Armed Forces have poin~ 
ed out, to develop vigorously and extensively the masses' 
M"med forces at the same time as building the Liberation 
Army into cm outstandingly powerful army and strengthen­
ing the three categories of liberation armed for,ces - such 
is the fundamental content of the strengthening of the arm­
ed forces of South Viet Nam in the present time. 

On the battlefield, the US and puppet forces are falling 
back on a irtrateglc defensive. With a ruthless oppression 
and control machinery extending from the central level to 
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the base level, they are carrying out a barbarous fascist 
policy toward our people. In these conditions, with the 
political armu which they are continuing to build and ex­
pand, the South Vietnamese people are striving to bring 
about a rapid growth of the ma.ucs' armed forces, actively 
building up militia, g11erilla and self-defence forces in all 
three strategic zones. 

The necessity for a vigorow, e.~en,ive develop-ment of 
guerilla and self-defence forces goe, hand in hand with the 
need to bring guerilla warfare to a liighet·. level in order 
to join efforts in launching concentrated attacks to milit­
arily defeat the "Vietnamization of the war" strategy; it 
is also linked with the need to intensify the masses' ,nove­
ment of offensive and imurrection, and, by attacking with 
three converging prongs, to smash the "pacification" pro­
gramme. The armed forces of the masses and the guerillas 
with the regional forces as backbone must coordinate close­
ly with the political forces to cling to the land, using 
creative, flexible methods to attack the enemy on the spot. 
They will decimate and annihilate the enemy in as many 
places as possible, disperse him, immobilize him, encircle 
him, and divide his forces, launch surprise attacks on key 
points, destroy logistics bases, cut off water and land com­
munication lines and so contribute to defeat enemy milit­
ary operations. They will check sweeps aimed at penning 
up the population, protect our political bases, breaik up er 
wipe out the puppet coercive apparatus in the countryside 
and the local reactionary armed forces and shatter the 
network of enemy military posts. They will preserve 
and increase the potential of the resistance war in all 
aspects, defeat the US imperialists' wicked scheme of 
"making Vietnamese fight against Vietnamese", " feeding 
the war with the war". 

In our people's long revolutionary war in South Viet 
Nam, the armed forces of the masses play 11n unceasingly 
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important role as the revolution progresses. Whenever 
there are political bases of the people, there are armed 
forces of the masses. With the revolutionary political army 
which is continuously expanding on the basis of the 
worker-peasant alliance, the South Vietnamese people are 
striving to strengthen the masses' armed forces numeric­
ally and qualitatively and to give them forms of organiza­
tion appropriate to their needs, so that everywhere in 
South Viet Nam, from the mountains to the plain, from 
the countryside to the towns, in the liberated zone and in 
the temporarily occupied zone, there are armed forces to 
fight against the enemy, armed forces which, together with 
the masses' political forces, constitute a great force in each 
region and over the •Whole battlefield. 

With the support of the people's political forces and 
the masses' armed forces, the South Vietnamese army and 
people are striving to build a large and powerful Liberation 
Army. The necessity to build a Liberation Army composed 
of the regular army and the regional forces is linked with 
the need to intensify the military struggle to develop re­
gular war/are hand in hand with. guerilla warfare, to de­
feat the enemy militarily and, in combination with the 
political struggle, to bring the resistance ·war to final 
victory. 

The regular units of the Liberation Army are being de­
veloped numerically and, above all, in quality and equip­
ment. They include the necessary services and possess a 
strong, highly mobile reserve force with good logistics, and 
a sound material and technical base, more and more skil­
ful in carrying out operations using combined units from 
different services, on a varying scale and on different 
grounds. On the southern battlefield, regular warfare is 
developing steadily, with increasing force and effective­
ness on a larger and larger scale, the regular troops of 
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the Liberation Army have annihilated an important part 
of the Saigon armed forces. They have wiped out big 
enemy units, smashed the enemy's defence lines., checked 
their combat methods, expanded the liberated zone and 
won increasingly great victories. The great victories of 
Liberation Army regular forces over the puppet armed 
forces have had a serious effect on the morale and organi­
zation of the entire structure of the puppet army and the 
puppet administration, dealing a heavy blow at the US im­
perialists' will to wage a war of aggression, giving strong 
support · to the political struggle and the insurrection 
movement of the masses, and opening great possibilitie.'1 
for persuasion work within the ranks of the enemy. In 
this way they have played an important part in changing 
the balance of forces, and making the trend of the war 
more and more favourable to our side. 

The units of the Liberation Army regional forces are 
being strengthened so that they, together with the militia 
and guerilla forces, can serve as a backbone for the peo­
ple's war in the regions, increasingly raise the level of 
guerilla warfare and the masses' insurrectionary move­
ment, smash the US puppet ,. pacification programme", 
and at the same time, effectively cooperate with the re­
gular forces in launching concentrated attacks to defeat 
the "Vietnamization of the war" strategy by military 
means. The regional forces are being built up, so that each 
~trict, each province or town will have a good organiza­
tion and an adequate number of units, together with the 
necessary technical units, all well trained in different 
methods of fighting. The regional forces must be very 
strong and well trained ; they must fight well, and also 
Jmow how to win support of the population. Now concen­
trating, now dispersing their forces, they are the Iron 
fist of the people's war in the regions. In close coordina-
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tion with the mJlitia and guerilla forces, many units of the 
regional forces in South Viet Nam have annihilated ene­
my bao an (security) and dan ve (militia) forces, wiped 
out chains of military posts and broken up a large num­
ber of strategic hamlets and population concentration 
areas. They have given strong support to the political 
struggle and the uprisings of the masses and at the same 
time have effectively coordinated action with the Liber­
ation Army main force operating in a region. 

At present, on the South Vietnam battlefield, many 
regions and provinces have fully grasped the Jine of peo­
ple's war and arming the entire people, and resolutely and 
creatively applied it. These have succeeded in building not 
only extensive and strong political forces but also strong 
regional armed forces including large and strong militia 
and guerilla forces and strong regional troops with a great 
ftghting spirit capable of waging a brilliant fight against 
the enemy operating in a region. As a result, the people's 
war in the regions and the offensive and Insurrection 
movement have made further progress, gradually defeat­
ing the enemy's pacification" programme and their 
schemes to concentrate the population and force young 
men into the army. They have preserved and developed 
in all aspects the force of tile revolution. 

· The real ities of the revolutionary war in South Viet 
Nam prove that the ,naa,ea conatittite the ,trong ba.,e of 
the revolution in all it& tasks : the political fOf'ce, of the 
,naues are the atrong foundation of the armed fOf'ces, the 
aNned force, of the masses are the strong ba.,e of the re­
volutionary anny. Therefore, to ensure considerable forces 
for the revolutionary war, to use to the full the great power 
of the people's-war, it Is necessary to strive to build the 
political army of the r evolution and, on tl&at ba.,i,, to build 
the people', armed forces composed of the armed fOf'ces 
of the maaaes and the revolutionary army, to $1,fficlendy 
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develop the three categorie, of armed fOf'ce, and deploy 
them _tor a strategic offemive on aU battlefield,, to closely 
comb~ concentrated operation, with guerilla warfare and 
armed atruggle with political struggle and agitation work 
among enemy troop,. Only by so doing can we have the 
greatest possible combination of forces to annihilate or 
break up the puppet army, smash the "pacification" pro­
gramme, check the "Vietnamization of the war" strategy 
and eventually completely defeat the US imperialista' war 
of aggression. 

Especially now, when the US imperialists have shifted 
to the strategy of "Vietnamization of the war", carrying ' 
out their machiavellian design to "make Vietnamese fight 
against Vietnamese", striving to build up a puppet army 
with a main force and regional forces to be used as a tool 
to continue the war of aggression, the need to fully master 
the law of organizing the people's armed forces takes on 
an extremely great importance. 

We muat have a great political force ~nd powerful 
armed f orcea ; atrong and e.rtenaive armed force, of the 
ffl(We, and a Liberation Army of high quality and ,uffo­
cient size ; strong and large militia and ,elf-defence forces, 
powerful regiondl force, to form atrong and extensive 
local forces, and at the same time a very powerful and 
mobile regular army. With two forces and three categories 
of armed forces closely coordinating action and brilliantly 
playing their strategic role In the revolutionary war, un­
ceasingly developing to a high level the armed struggle 
and the political struggle, regular warfare and guerilla 
warfare, our fellow-countrymen and combatants in the 
South will certainly defeat the puppet army, overthrow 
the puppet administration, completely defeat the "Viet­
na~ization of the war'' strategy and bring the struggle 
agamst US aggression for national salvation to final victory. 
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While further prolonging the war of aggression in 
South Viet Nam and extending the war to the whole of 
Indochina, the Nixon administration has \ln-ceasingly in­
tensified its acts of war against North Viet Nam. The US 
imperialists nurture many wicked designs for the present 
and the future again,t the socialist North, the great rear 
supporting the great front, the strong base of the revolution 
in the whole country. Therefore we have to make continu­
ous efforts to build up the people's armed force, in the 
North which, together with the eniire people, will com­
pletely defeat the US aggressors and strongly defend the 
socialist North both now and in the times to come. 

The North must be very strong in the political and 
economic fields and in the field of national defence. There­
fore, we must endeavour to push forward th~ socialist re­
volution and socialist construction, continually increase the 
people's politic.al and moral unity, build and develop the 
economy and culture and, on that basis, consolidate and 
strengthen national defence by the entire people, cloaely 
coordinating economic development with national defence. 
Only with a strong economy consisting of a central eco­
nomy and a regional economy can we have strong national 

· defence, and wage a people's war on a national and regional 
scale. We must be always ready to combat and prepare the 
country in all aspects so as to give ourselves freedom of 
movement whatever !!appens. 

Whatever the circumstances, we must always bear in 
mind the following law for the military organization of our 
people : to arm the entire people, to arm the ,-evolutionary 
massea and at the ·,ame time to build the people's army, to 
combine the people's army with the armed forces of the . 
masses and vice versa. 

We have to make great efforts to build up a modem 
regul1&r people's army and, at the same time, develop strong 
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and extensive anned forces of the masses and strengthen 
all the three categories of the people's armed forces : the 
regular force, the regional forces and the militici and self­
defence foTces. We must further consolidate the people', 
armed police forces. We must have a powerful st4nding 
army and, at the same time, a very ,trong reserve force. 

We must continue our strict application of the defence. 
We must gradually strengthen the m4terial policy 4nd 
regulations promulgated by the State concerning the build­
ing of the people's armed forces and the consolidation of 
national defence by the entire people, and amend the exist­
ing policy and regulations in the light of future develop­
ments in our country. Great importance should be attached 
to the training of cadres for they will play a crucial role 
in the building of the armed forces and strengthening of 
national defence. We must gradually strengthen the 
material and technical b4Ses, the logistics ba,e, of the arm­
ed forces in the whole of North Viet Nam and in each 
region~ 

In the first place, it is necessary to step up the build­
wag of our army into a people's revolutionary 1&rmy of a 
really n~· type, a modem regular army adapted to the 
condition, of our country, which should serve as the back­
bone of the people's military organization, in order to give 
strong protection to the achievements of the revolution 
and to our beloved Fatherland, defeat any aggressor in the 
present and the future and fulfil all tasks of combat, pro­
duction or anything else entmsted by the Party and the 
people. 

At present and in the near future, we must continue to 
build the Viet Nam People's Army into a modem, regulcir 
aociali.,t army, compoaed of a regular force 1&nd regional 
forces, with a standing force of adequate size and high fight-
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ing capabilities and a ltJTge, well-organized, well-trained 
,-ese,v-e force. 

Ou_r army must be a really revolutionary, really 
popular army, and also a highly modem force with a 
modern army, air force and navy. 

Our land army must have all necessary services, with 
a struc~ure and a size adequate for its increasingly import­
ant combat tasks, with great fire-power and a strong 
assault force possessing high mobility in every kind of ter­
rain and in all the climatic conditions of our country, 
capable of playing a decisive role in winning victory on 
the battlefield. 

Our air force must be further strengthened so that it 
will have an adequate size and high fighting capabilities 
combined with creative fighting methods, in order to de­
fend the Fatherland's sky against the ai'r force of any ag­
gressor, and closely coordinate action with the army and 
the navy in combined operations. 

Our navy must be strengthened so that it will have 
an adequate size and very high fighting capabilities, a 
continuously improving organization, increasingly modern 
equipment, appropriate methods of fighting on our water­
ways and sea, to defend out· long coast-line and the abund­
ant wate1·ways of our country. 

Firstly and for all time our army must be a truly re­
volutionary popular army. This is a principle of key im­
portance in our Party's theory on the building of the army, 
one that we mu~ constantly bear in mind under all cir­
cumstances. 

The fighting strength of a 1·cvolutionary army is the 
combined strength of the following factors ·: its revolution­
ary consciousness, the fighting spirit of the officers and 
men, the rational organization and the level of technical 
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equipment of the army, the technical and tactical level of 
the men, the level of scientific and military art, the leader­
ship of its officers... This strength results from the dia­
lectical combination of men and weapons, politics and 
technique, military science and war means, ideology and 
organization. 

Both theory and practice have shown that the factors 
making up the army's fighting strength play an extremely 
important role and are very closely interrelated. Only 
when each factor is comprehensively developed and close­
ly combined with the others can the army have a maxi­
mum fighting strength. 

Without a fighting spirit -with poor morale -there 
cannot be creative revolutionary energy, active fighting, 
or any base to promote the strength of the material, tech­
nical and operational factors ... A well-organized, equipped 
and trained army with a poor fighting spirit is easily de­
feated. High morale alone, however, cannot bring victory. 
If it is handicapped by poor technical equipment, an irra­
tional military organization, and incorrect operational 
methods it cannot create a great fighting force, because 
the factor of morale has not been comprehensively devel­
oped and cannot be transformed into a huge material force 
capable of crushing ·the· enemy on the battlefield. 

Stressing the great impact of the factor of morale in 
a war, Lenin said: "In the final analysis, victory in any 
war depends on the spirit animating the masses that spill 
their own blood on the field of battle." 1 Further he said : 

1. Lenin, Collected Work•, Vol. Sl, Proareta Publlahers, Moscow 
1966. p . 137. 
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• • Even the best of armies, even people most sincerely de­
voted to the revolutionary cause will be immediately ex­
terminated by the enemy, if they are not adequately arm­
ed, supplied with food and trained." 1 

Therefore, whe.n deallng with the fighting strength of 
our army, one bu to grasp the dialectical unity between 
the above-mentioned factors. To stress only the material, 
technical factor as the decisive one, and to underestimate 
the political, morale factor is evidently an error. Inverse­
ly, to stress only the morale factor, detached from the 
material base, is alto incorrect. While defining the import­
ance of the factors making up the fighting strength of a re­
volutionary army, we consider that the most fundamental 
factor is the political-morale factor, that i8 the consciousness 
of the army with regard to the revolutionary ideal, the goal 
of the fighting and the political aim of the war, and the 
fighting spirit of the officers and men. In a war, "the 
realization by the masses of the causes and aims of the war 
is of tremendous importance and ensures victory." 1 Once 
they are deeply conscious of their class and nat.ional inter­
est.~, ready to sacrifice themselves in the struggle for inde­
pendence, freedom and socialism, and go to war with the 
sole aspiration and determination to triumph over the 
enemy, the officers and men of a revolutionary army will 
have tremendous energy and strength. The history of our 
army's struggle and development - how, starting from 
hothing it grew so strong that it could defeat the crueJlest 
imperialist aggressors of our time - bears eloquent proof 
of Lenin's assertion. 

1. Lenin, Collected )YOt'kl, Vol 27, Pro,rea Publiahen, Moscow 
1"5, p, 78, I 

1 Lenin, Collect•d Work,, Vol 31, Pro,ress PublJahen, MOICOw 
1988. p . 137. 
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Arme~ struggle is the most violent form of class strug­
gle, of national struggle. A characteristic of armed struggle 
is that it entails bloody sacrifices. Hence, a revolutionary 
army must have an unshakable determination to fight and 
a very high spirit of self-denial. Then it can withstand all 
trials, overcome all difficulties and ordeals of a war, use 
weapons to the best, creatively apply operational methods 
and promote military organization so as to vanquish the 
enemy. 

.Thanks to the Party's correct leadership and the dif. 
ficulties and comba1a endured in the course of a protracted, 
ardu~us and violent revolutionary struggle, our army has 
acquired a v.ery strong revolutionary nature and. political 
virtue, a very liigh fighting spirit, which faithfully reflects 
the thinking, feeling and spirit of the Vietnamese· work­
ing class and nation and of our present time. It consists 
in an absolute loyalty to the revolutionary cause of the 
Party and the people ; an unshakable determination to 
fight for the independenec and freedom of the Fatherland 
II th I ra er sacrifice all than lose the country and be enslav-
ed", an ardent love for the country and for socialism a 
spirit of genuine proletarian internationalism. It conai~ts 
in a determination to fight and to win, a will to attack and 
~late the enemy, a valiant fighting spirit, creative 
nund and marvellous reaourcelfulness, a spirit of union 
and coordination, a spirit of strict organization and dis­
cipline. It consists in an ardent love for one's fellow-coun­
trymen and comrades, a deep hatred of the imperialists 
and their henchmen and of ·oppression and exploitation. 
This is the high spirit of revolutionary vigilance, always 
on the watch for the designs and manreuvres of all the 
enemies to the class and the nation under any circum­
stance. This political virtue and this brilliant spirit have 
been assessed by President Ho Chi Minh as follows : ••Our 
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army is faithful to the Party devoted to the people, ready 
to fight selflessly for the independence and freedom of the 
Fatherland. for socialism. It fulfils any mission, overcomes 
any difficulty and defeats any enemy." Here lies the over­
whelming strength of our army, the source of its fighting 
power. 'This is an extremely precious asset of our army in 
its building and fighting at present as wen as in the 
future. In building our army into a regular and modem 
one, we are determined constantly to maintain and develop 
this preeiOU$ asset, to tum these virtues into deeply rooted 
qualitie,, into 'fine traditions of the Viet Nam People's 
Army for an generation, to come. 

Now more than ever, confronted with the US im­
perialists' obstinate intention to prolong their aggressive 
war in ·vtet Nam and extend it throughout Indochina. our 
army must consequently heighten its spirit of self-denial, 
its fearlessness of difficulties and sacrifices, per.severe in 
and intensify its patriotic resistance to US aggression, 
and ~romote to the full the role, impact and function of 
the people's army. 

To continuously strengthen the revolutionary nature 
of the army, we have constantly to bear in mind and strict­
ly appty the Leninist principles on the political building 
of the army. This has become a fine tradition of our army. 
These principles are : 

Ensure absolute, direct and overall leadership of the 
Party over the army - the most fundamental principle ; 

Consolidate the Party's organization .and system of 
political work ; constantly ,trengthen political w-0rk with­
in the army; 

Pay great attention to the propagation of the Party's 
line, its revolutionary tasks, directives and policies. 
Heighten the army's political awareness, its national and 
class consciousness and determination to fight and to win ; 
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Attach great importance to the army's full understand­
ing of the Party's military line and thinking, military 
science and military art of people's war ; 

Train an army of cadres absolutely loyal to the Party's 
revolutionray cause, with capacities for leadership, com­
mand and organization ; 

Broaden democracy, strengthen self-imposed disci­
pline, the iron discipline of a revolutionary army ; 

Establish good relations between the army and the 
Party, the army and the revolutionary power, the army 
and the people, good relations inside the army as well as· 
between our army and the armies and peoples of the 
fraternal countries. 

With regard to the Party, our army always displays an 
absolute oonftdence in the Party's line and leadership; 
freely submits to the Party's leadership, strictly implements/ 
all Party lines, directives and policies, resolutely struggles 
to defend all its lines, principles and viewpoints, and suc­
cessfully fulfils all tasks entrusted by it. 

With regard to the revolutionary power, our army 
always shows a high spirit of respect and a determination 
to defend the revolutionary power, it works closely with 
the State organs and strictly implements all State lines, 
directives, po1icies and laws. 

With regard to the people, our officers and men serve, 
respect and help them with devotion, fight selflessly to 
defend the people's interests, and strictly respect the dis­
cipline of the masses. 

ln their internal retations, our officers and men show 
a high spirit of unity, single-mindedness, perfect eohesion, 
mutual affection, common share of good times and bad, 
sincere mutual aid. At the same time, they show a high 
spirit of obedience to the organization, strictly implen1ent 
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all commands, instructions and decisions of their superiors, 
carry out all statu'tes, regulations and orders of the army. 

With regard to the nrm.ies and peoples of the fraternal 
countries, our army constanUy shows a high spirit of 
genuine proletarian internationalism, accepts all sacrifices 
and difficulties, sincerely unites with the armies and peo­
ples of the fraternal countries in the fight against the com­
mon enemy, and always considers the revolutionary cause 
of the .fraternal countries as its own. 

To promote the strength and the efficiency of the Party 
leadership, one must raise the level of understanding of 
the Party's political and military line, raise the capacity 
for practical organization ~f the Party's organs, cadres and 
Party members in the army and meet the requirement to 
build the people's army into a regular and modern one so 
as to fulfil all the political and military tasks entrusted to 
it by the Party. Our Party has gathered much experience 
in the political and ideological building of an army, and 
in the building of an army essentially made up of infantry 
and a limited number of other services. Our Party is well 
on the road to solving the problems of building a regular 
and modern people's army consisting of many arms and 
services, for both the present and the future, according to 
the specific conditions of our country. Therefore, one of 
the important tasks at present is to study further so as to 
have a firm understanding of the laws on the building and 
operation of a regular and modern people's army in our 
country, and to apply them correctly in working out an 
advanced Vietnamese military science in order to defeat 
the US :aggressors at present and to defend the Fatherland 
in the future. From this basis we will perfect, develop and 
concretize the Party's military line and its line on the 
building of a regular and modern revolutionary army. 
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On the basis of strengthening the revolutionary nature 
of our army, we must intensify its transformation into cm 
army which is regular and modern, an army which has 
attained some degree of perfection and organization has 
a natural tendency to become a regular army. Even in the 
past, in our country as in many others, the problem of 
building a regular army has been put and solved. The more 
modern an army, the more imperious the need for central­
ization and the more urgent the problem of regularization. 

As Lenin said, in fighting with. a strong enemy, one 
must be prepared for bold actions at any time. Now that 
an army uses an ever more sophisticated range of 
modem equipment and techniques, while modem opera­
tions require extremely close and flexible coordination, 
unity of mind and action is impossible to realize without 
high centralization. Without such centralization tens of 
thousands or millions of men operating over a· vast area 
cannot effect a rapid change in their combat methods, 
following a single will according to the developments on 
the battlefields, and so solve the fighting tasks in a modern 
war. 

To make an army regular meaT\$ to provide it with a 
homogeneous organization through statutes, regulations 
and orders so as to give it a uniform activity, to strengthen 
its organized, centralized, scientific character, to get resol­
ute and single-minded action and close coordination be­
tween the various parts of an army in a war. Regularization 
goes along with the working out of statutes, regulations 
and orders and their implementation. 

The ·revolutionary army, like the armies of the ex­
ploiting classes, must be made into a regular army. How­
ever, owing to their diametrically opposed political nature, 
this process ls completely different in its goal, content and 
methods. For the armies of the exploiting classes, the goal 
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iB to serve their reactionary political designs ; all their 
statutes and regulations reflect the anti-revolutionary 
nature and the unequal internal relations in these armies. 
They are based on an enforced and rigid discip11ne, orders 
muiit be blindly obeyed. It is quite the opposite with the 
building of a regular revolutionary army. Its goal is to 
serve the lofty political ends of the revolution ; all its 
statutes and regulations reflect the revolutionary nature 
of the army, the finest principles of building a new-type 
army. They are based on the political consciousness, the 
self-imposed diaclpline, the initiative and creative spirit of 
the officers and men for their implementation. It is this 
fine political base which enables a regular revolutionary 
army to surpass an army of the exploiting classes. 

In the past years, the promulgation, revision and per­
fection of rules and regulations have had a great impact 
on the building of our army. The regulation of military 
service-, commissioned and non-commissioned officers' ser­
vice and military grades, rules concerning internal organi­
zation, military formation, military police, military disci­
pline, fighting regulations, the work of the general staff, 
political work and logistics ... have contributed to reinforce 
centralization, intensify the army's regular character and 
raise its fighting strength. In the main, these rules and 
regulations have become a more and more faithful reflec­
tion of the revolutionary nature of our army ; they em­
body our Party's mllita.ry thinking, its military line and 
art, and its princ.iples for the building of the army in con­
formity with the specific conditions of our anny and our 
country. The realities of the war have helped us make the 
necessary additions and corrections and have provided 
us with rich experience in working out rules and regula­
tions. Basing ourselves on the constantly evolving situa­
tion and our army's task of building and fighting we must 
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go on 1tudying and improving the,e rule, and regulation, 
,o that they are a better instrument for the task of building 
a regular army at present and in future. This system must 
encompass all the activities of our army, namely: 

- Important regulations reflecting the general· poli­
cies and directives of the Party and Government on the 
task of building the army and consolidating national de­
fence, which should have the force of law with regard to 
our army and entire people. 

- Rules on the establishment and equipment of the 
army; of its arms and services, serving as bases by which 
the organization of the army may be unified. 

..:.. Regulations on internal affairs, military formation, 
military police, military discipline, serving as bases for 
the organization of the regular army. 

- Fighting regulations of the army, its arms and 
services aimed at defining the basic operational methods 
of the men, the sections and army corps. 

- Orders on staff work, political work, logistics, 
education and the work of various branches. 

According to our view, no amount of rules and regu~ 
lations however elaborate, can encompass all the require­
ments of practice. The regulations only give a basic ori­
entation for the activities of the army, they do not solve 
all the problems,· in any place, at any time. Therefore, 
while stressing the strict implementation of regulation. we 
must constantly promote the creative spirit and resource­
fulness of officers a.nd men and avoid stereotyped answers 
and mechanistic thinking. 

The content of the regulations reflects experience and 
the fighting and building needs of the army at a given 
time and in given conditions. Our army's practice of build­
ing and fighting, its own capacities in various fields, as well 
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as those of the enemy and military science and art are con­
stantly evolving. Therefore, regulations must be continu­
ally amended and developed to give a new vitality and to 
be a more effective guide for the army in all its practical 
activities. 

On the basis of drafting and gradually perfecting these 
rules and regulations we must continue to push. ahead with 
the work of education within the army for their strict im­
plementation. The implementation of rules and regulations 
must first of all rely on the officers' and men's spirit of or­
ganization and discipline, then it must be gradually built 
into routine and behaviour to become a new habit, the 
habits of the working class engaged in modem production, 
and not the habits of small producers engaged in scattered, 
unregulated handicraft production. · 

A problem of utmost importance for the rapid build­
ing of a regular army is to heighten the spirit of organi­
zation and discipline of the army. Lenin stressed that the 
building of a strict military discipline and a thorough im­
plemen.tation of aU orders and decisions is of the utmost 
importance to heighten the regular character and the fight­
ing strength of the Red Army. As Lenin pointed out : "The 
army must have a most vigorous discipline." 1 •1 We must 
turn the commanding organs from top to bottom into steel 
arms which will execute combat orders at any cost." 2 

The discipline of our army is the strict a-elf-imposed 
discipline of a revolutionary army. This discipline reflects 
the revolutionary nature and the principles of ideological 
and organizational building for an army of the working 

1: Lenin, Collected Worlca, Russian edition, PollUcal Literature 
State Publlahlng Ho111e, Fourth ed!Uon, 1950-Vol. 29, p , 226. 

2. Lenin, MllitaT11 CoTTe,pondence (1917-1920) Mllltary Publlahing 
HoUR, Soviet Defence MlnlBtry. 1956, p. 30. 
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class. It is a genuine iron discipline, a new-type discipline, 
a truly firm discipline unknown to any army of the exploit­
ing classes . 

Under the Party's leadership. and during the long pro­
cess of building and fighting, our anny has acquired a fine 
tradition of revolutionary discipline. This tradition of dis­
cipline has always been an hnportant factor for all the 
victories of our army. 

However, there are not only strong points in this dis­
cipline. Our army was porn and has grown up in a back­
ward agricultural c~untry in the first steps of socialist 
building. in which the attitudes of small-scale production 
are still strong in all fields of social and human life. More­
over, it has matured in the fire of a protracted revolution­
ary war. Starting from scratch, it has developed while 
waging guerilla warfare and then regular warfare, oper­
ating on many battlefields and fighting for decades under 
the hardest, most exacting conditions ... Therefore, besides 
their good points which are fundamental, our officers and 
men also have thoughts, habits and ways of living unsuited 
to the high spirit of organization of a modern army. We do 
not have as yet a very high level of military discipline 
conforming to the new developments in organization and 
equipment, and thoroughly adapted to the increasingly 
heavy and complex tasks of fighting and building our 
army. 

Hence, we must continue to inculcate in our army the 
role and Tequirement of discipline for a regular and modem 
army ; we must bring about a drastic change in the spirit 
of organization and discipline as well as in the adminiltra­
tion of the army, so that the entire army strictly imple­
ments all the rul~ and regulations and thoroughly carries 
out all commands and instructions from superior author­
ities. 
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The problem we are facing is how to tum a people's 
army, a revolutionary army into a regular anny. That is 
why in the course of this process, we must satisfactorily 
solve the relations between concentratio!l and democracy, 
between the leadership of the Party committee and the 
role of the commander, the solidarity between the officers 
and the men, between the higher and the lower echelons. 
We must closely combine ideological work with organiza­
tional work, closely link education and persu.asion to 
serious training and administration, combine voluntariness 
with imperative duty ; and distribute just rewards and 
punishments. We must promote the spirit of responsibility, 
of collective mastery among all officers and men as regards 
the administration of discipline and the implementation of 
rules and regulations. In this matter, · the example given 
by the officers and their level of organization and adminis­
tration bears a very high significance. 

Along with regularization we must continue to concern 
ourselves with the modernization of our army. This is one 
requirement which has the character of a law as regards 
the raising of our army's fighting strength at a time when' 
our people have begun to build socialism and the material­
technical base of large-scale socialist production, especially 
now when world science and technique has ·reached a very 
high level bringing great and rapid changes in the' equip­
ment and technique of armies. Thanks to modernization, 
our army will have an increasingly high .equipment and 
technique to hold its own against any aggressor. 

Modernization implies continual change of equipment 
and technique for the army, development of technical anm 
and services, better use of new weapons and war means by 
officers an.d men. It also implies the building of a modern 
national defence industry and tlie expansion of a modern 
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11JSfem of communication.a for the army to operate in con­
ditions of modem warfare. When modem equipment and 
technique are added to a sound political nature and good 
scientific organization, the fighting strength of our army 
will develop in leaps and bounds. The new man in the 
people's army must have ardent patriotism, thorough 
socialist consciousness, high spirit of organization and 
discipline, and modem military knowledge. 

Relying on the achievements of the technical revolu­
tion in the socialist building of the North over the past 
years, and on the help of the fraternal socialist countries, 
our army has got a material and technical base stronger 
than ever before. Our infantry has been equipped with 
very modem weapons. The arms and services of our 
army-ground forces, air force, navy, artillery, anti­
aircraft defence, armoured units, engineering units, 
chemical units, signal service, transport service--: have 
been equipped with modem weapons and war means. Along 
with the development of arms and services, a system of 
technical bases has come into being. Our officers and men 
have made notable progress in the use of modem weapons 
and war means in the specific conditions of the Vietnamese 
battlefield. It is clear that since the later stages of the 
resistance against French aggression our army has made 
great strides ahead as regards modernization. The great 
victories of our army in the patriotic resistance against 
US aggression cannot be separated from these new devel­
opments in equipment and technique. 

However, these are only first steps, Compared with 
the armies of many countries in our camp and in the world, 
the level of modernization ~f our army is still low. Be­
tween our army and the enemy there still exists a discre­
pancy in equipment and technique. Our present patriotic 
resistance against US aggression as well as the defence 
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of our country in the future require still greater efforts in 
modernization. This is the task and also the aspiration of 
our anny and our people. • 

We must build a modern army suited to the specific 
conditions and perfectly adapted to the national defence 
requirements of our country. Therefore, we must hold 
firm to the Party's political economic and military lines, 
and, through an understanding of the resources and specific 
conditions of our country, the characteristics of our enemy 
and the balance of forces between him and us, the military 
art of people's war and the direction of development of 
military science and technique in the world, work out a 
creative solution to the problems involved in the modern­
ization of our army. 

We must keep on making improvements in the equip­
ment and technique of our army to make it modern or re­
latively modern, so as to increase its firepower, impact and 
mobility. To this end, we must have a firm base in the de­
velopment of our economy and make the most of the help 
of the fraternal socialist countries so as to speed up our 
army's modernization. 

A modem army in our times must include many arms 
and services. Therefore, we must establish a well l>alancecl 
range of ,arms and serVices suitable for our needs. At pre­
sent and for a relatively long period in the future, the 
ground forces will still remain the main arm of the Viet 
Nam People's Army ; in the ground forces, the infantry is 
the main service, while artillery is the main firepower. We 
will continue to strengthen our air force, anti-aircraft de­
fence, navy, armoured units, engineering units, signal 
units, chemical units, and transport units, to establish 
fighting services as well as support services in a rational 
way so that the technical arms and services make up an 
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increasing proportion of our army's administrative struc­
ture, and improve their ·impact in the coordinated opera­
tions of modem warfare. Our army must be ready to de­
feat the enemy both while he uses conventional weapons 
and if he recklessly uses nuclear weapons. 

To make its full impact in a war, a modem army 
mijst have good technique and good communication. 
Therefore, on the basis of a close coordination between 
the needs of national defence and those of the economy 
and between the building of a rear for the State and a 
rear for the army, we must speed up the building of a 
national defence industry and a system of communications' 
adapted to the fighting requirement of our army and the 
specific conditions of our country. 

This national defence industry must be able to make 
all sorts of repairs} tum out spare parts and additional 
parts to improve equipment and war material according 
to the tactical requirements ; at the same time; it must 
strive to turn out certain categories of weapons and war 
material according to our means. We must continually ex­
pand the system of communications including roads, rail­
ways, waterways and airways, closely combine militarily 
important communication lines with economically import­
ant ones, .and central communications with local ones to 
contribute to the mobility of a modem army under all 
circumstances. 

The modernization of an army is a long process. It 
depends on the development of the building of the material 
and technical bases for socialism. Hence, on the basis of 
a close coordination with the economic and cultural devel­
opment plans we must have a long-term plan. for the mo­
dernization of the army, so as to define the orientation and 
the great objectives underlying the training of cadres, 
scientific and technical research, basic construction, etc. 
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At the same time, we must have short-term plans to deal 
with specific objectives, thus advancing our army steP. by 
step. 

A people's army includes a regular army and regional 
forces. The latter have a very important strategic role in a 
people's war. Therefore, while building our people's army, 
we pay equally great attention to both. 

Owing to the Party's correct policy, in the patriotic re­
sistance against US aggression the regional forces have 
undergone new developments in organization, equipment, 

Jevel of fighting and command ... especially in the case of 
the forces which have had to deal with the enemy's war of 
destruction like the air-defence forces, artillery, engineer­
ing units ... Many provinces, towns, districts and industrial 
wnes have anti-aircraft units which shot down many US 
planes, artillery units which set fire to US vessels, sapper 
units which kept the traffic open, infantry units which 
rapidly disposed of enemy commando groups and satisfac­
torily fulfilled their fighting tasks. With a new fighting 
strength, the regional forces are making themselves ready, 
together with the other armed forces, to thwart all milit­
ary adventures by the US imperialists and defend the land. 
It is clear that, compared with the regular army in the 
later stage of the resistance against French aggression, the 
regional forces are now more developed in certain fields. 
This has helped increase the power of people's war in the 
regions. This fact shows the correctness of the decision to 
strengthen the regional forces, provide them with neces­
sary services, and equip them with a number of modern 
weapons and war means, thus gradually making them re­
gular and modem. 

The building of regional forces must be carried out 
according to the principles and orientations defined above 
as regards the building of the people's army. However, as 
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their fighting task, the character of their action, their 
operational methods are somewhat different from those of 
the regular army, and as their action is linked to the local­
ity, we must apply the principles and orientations for the 
buildiflg of the people's army in a way suitable to their 
needs. The building of regional forces must be based on 
the characteristics of each locality, its military position, 
its fighting .task, its capacities in manpower and economy, 
its topography, the situation of the enemy in the region ... 
F_or each province, town, district industrial wne ... the size, 
composition, equipment, fighting method of its regional 
forces cannot be patterned after those of the regular army, 
nor can they be the same with all localities. 

Even in the case of the regular army, when we carry 
out its regularization and modernization, we must pay 
enough atten~ion to the characteristics of the fighting tasks 
and the operational methods of different forces acting on 
different battlefields to define the most suitable com­
position, organization, equipment and .way of life of the 
troops avoiding all mechanical attempts at uniformity. 

For the regularization of the regional forces, we must 
pay even more attention to the specijl.c ccmd:itions and 
characteristic, of the ·locality. Regularization must be con­
crete and reflect the necessity of unity and centralization 
at the same time as the unavoidable differences between 
the various regions. It is gross error to rely on the charac­
teristics of the locality and disregard the requirements of 
unity and centralization, the spirit of organization and dis­
cipline, to neglect the implementation of the rules and 
regulations in the regional forces ; inversely, it is incorrect 
to carry out unity and centralization in a uniform and 
mechanical way. On our road to modernization, we must 
also define its concrete requirements, ably use appropriate 
weapons and war means, and closely combine modem 
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weapons and war means with relatively modern and rudi­
mentary ones. Experience shows that up-to-date weapons 
unsuited to the locality are inefficient ; appropriate weap­
ons, though less modem may have a great effect. To defeat 
the enemy, to fulfil the role of the regionctl forces IU the 
backbone, the strike force of the anned struggle in. the re­
gions, and to successfully implement all tasks, these are 
our aims in the implementation of the principles for the 
building of the regional army. 

At present, the provinces, cities and industrial zones 
in the North have a fairly large area with a population 
reaching 1-2 million for some. Together with the devel­
opment of the centrally-run economy, our Party has ad­
vocated the development of regional economies, the build­
ing of provinces, cities and industrial zones into increas­
ingly strong economic units. We.must closely combine eco­
nomy with national defence in each locality, build prov­
inces, cities and industrial zones strong in a]l fields to serve 
as basic strategic units of people's war in the region. The 
victory of the socialist revolution and building of socialism 
in each region as well as in the whole North has been 
creating increasingly great possibilities in all fields for the 
building and development of the regional forces. 

Confronted with the need to intensify military work 
in the regions so as to contribute a worthy share to frus­
trating all military adventures of the US imperialists, de­
fending the socialist North and fulfilling the duty of the 
great rear to the great front, we must actively adoon.ce the 
building of region.al forces. The regional forces must. in.elude· 
not only a sizable permanent force but alao strong, weU­
organized, and well-trained reserves ready to make a rapid 
development of their forces when need be. We must have 
strong infantry units ; moreover, there must be necessary 
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services equipped with modem and relativeJy modem 
weapons and war means, well trained and having a creat­
ive fighting method, a high mobility, and a p1·odigious 
fighting strength. The regional ·forces must excel in regular 
warfare and in guerilla warfare, closely coordinate with 
the militia and self-defence units, while standing ready 
to coordinate with the regular army to exterminate the 
enemy and defend the localities. 

With strong regional forces adapted to the conditions 
and flghti.ng requirements of each locality, with strong 
and ubiquitous militia and self-defence units closely com­
bined with the people's armed security units, the people's 
region.al armed forces in the socialist North_will acquire a 
new and mighty fighting strength, and people's war in the 
localities will take on new and tremendous possibilities . 

To make a success of building regional ·armed forces in 
particular and regional military work in general, we must 
pay attention to strengthening the leadership of Party com­
mittees at all levels over regional military work, comolid­
ating regional miUtary organs, and forming a contingent of 
regional military cadres. Regional military organs must be 
strengthened to fulfil the military tasks of each locality 
and to serve as general staff for the local Party com.mittees 
in intensifying military work in the regions ; they must 
guide and command the regional forces in their building 
and fighting ; and they must guide the people's armed 
forces in the regions. 

We must raise the level of leadership over regional 
military wo.rk, keep abreast of the present and future 
requirements of national defence in the regions and of 
the increasingly°' great capacities of regional economic 
construction and development. 

For the army to master .i;nodern equipment and tech­
nique, to have a full understanding and a skilful applica-
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tion of the principles of military art, and possess a high 
fighting capability, due attention must be paid to military 
training. This is a very important routine work in the 
building of an army in peace time as well as in war time, 
one of the decisive problems to raise the fighting quality 
and military preparedness of an army. 

As training is aimed at defeating the enemy, it must 
be adapted to the military task and line, to the requirement 
of militanJ art, and to the real situation of the enemy and 
ourselves in each period. We must be imbued with these 
principles : to educate the army in everything required by 
the war, to give comprehensive training to the army in 
fighting will, spirit of organization and discipline, fighting 
behaviour, technique, tactics, physical strength ... ; to raise 
the level of this overall training and relate it to real fight­
ing conditions, to promote a spirit of offensive, determina­
tion and courage and the resourcefulness of officers and 
men in all their fighting actions. 

To adapt ourselves to the requirements of modern war­
fare, by gaining a complete mastery over the operational 
thought and the military art of our army, we must t,-ain 
our officers and men to understand and make perfect u,e 
of all modern equipment and techniques; to understand 
and skilfully apply operational and tactical principles and 
the principles of organization and command in the coordi­
nated operations of various arms and services. -We must 
train our army in many fighting methods : it must be good 
in offensive as well as in defensive action, in mobile as in 
siege warfare, in coordinated as in isolated operations ; in 
fighting on various scales, terrains and in different climates 
and circumstances. Our army must be ready to defeat the 
enemy whether they use conventional weapons or reckless­
ly resort to nuclear or chemical weapons. 
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To win coordinated operations, our army must be 
strong in its entire structure, from top to bottom, from com­
manding organs to basic units, at all levels, in all branches 
and sections. Therefore, we must satisfactorily train each 
man, section and army corps ; each commanding organ, 
fighting unit and support unit. We must take great care of 
the trnin~ng of officers and commanding organs, and build 
strong and seasoned basic units. 

We must continually make our army aware of the 
evolution of the enemy's overall situation and ready to 
frustrate all his new operational schemes. We must pay 
particular attention to studying and creatively developing 
the rich fighting experiences of our army while selectively 
learning from the experience of the annies of the frater­
nal socialist countries. 

In war time or in peace time, it is very dangerous to 
be complacent over one's victories and neglect one's milit­
ary art. Hence, we must closely combine training with the 
study of military science, cea.Belessly develop and perfect 
our military art, pay utmost attention to summing up our 
training experience and improving its content and methods, 
thus enabling our army to make continuous improvements 
in its excellent military art and great fighting strength to 
defeat the enemy. 

To fulfil the task of building a regular and modern 
people's army, a key problem is to form an officers' corps 
tohich is capable and strong in every field. 

This officers' corps must have a high quality and suf­
ficient numbers, it must meet the increasingly great re­
quirements of the revolutionary task and reflect the con­
stant growth of our army, making up a solid nucleus with 
abundant reserves and replacements. This officers' corps 
must have a comprehensive and well-balanced composition 
including leading and command cadres, professional and 
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technical cadres, cadres in the general staff and at the 
level of the base, cadres in the regular and regional army 
and cadres for the permanent army and for the reserve 
force; it must meet the peace time as well as the war-time 
needs, at present and in the future, of our army's various 
arms and services. 

To form such an officers' corps, we must first of all 
master and stricUy implement the Party's line on cadre.,. 
This is the )ine on cadres of the working class. The work­
jng class nature of the officers' corps is one of the funda­
mental contents of this line. The degree to which this prob­
lem is $olved or not has a great bearing on the maintenance 
and development of our army's revolutionary nature on its 
firmness and constancy in all situation, on the raising of its 
spirit of revolutionary offensive and heroism. Whatever 
the situation, we must grasp the Party's line on cadres 
and strictly implement the class orientation and political 
criterion set by the Party in each stage of development 
of the revolution. We must constantly master the principle 
that, so long as there are classes, wars and armies, the 
problem of the class character of the officers' corps of the 
armed forces must not be neglected at any price. 

As cadres of a revoluti~nary, regula~ and modern army, 
our officers must have a firm political stand-point, a high 
political, military, professional and technical level, and an 
increasingly high cultural level. The quality of the officers 
must be achieved in their ability to fulfil all fighting and 
other tasks entrusted by the Party. 

First and foremost, -our officers must be absolutely 
loyal to the Party, to the revolutionary cause of the pro­
letariat and to the communist ideal, imbued with ardent 
patriotism, and devoted to the people and the Fatherland. 
They must have pure revolutionary feeling, a strong spirit 
of revolutionary offensive with determination to fight and 
to win and deep hatred of the enemy. They must fight 
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valiantly, work tirelessly, possess a high spirit of organiza­
tion and discipline, a good fighting and work style, self­
denial in face of hardships and sacrifices, courage and 
stubbornness, resourcefulness and creative spirit to fulfil 
all tasks under any circumstances. 

Our officers must strive to have a deep knowledge in 
political, military, scientific, technical and economic mat­
ters with an ability to lead and command, to organize and 
act. They must diligently study to master the Marxist­
Leninist principles on war and the anny, the Party's polit­
ical and military line ·and its military science, and our 
nation's tradition and experiences of fighting. They must 
try ~o have a deeper understanding of their enemy, select­
ively and creatively learn from the experiences of the 
fraternal socialist countries, and at the same time follow 
the new achievements of military science in the world. 
They must perseveringly strive • to raise their cultural, 
scientific and technical level, their ability to administer 
and train their men, to lead and command and to organize 
coordinated operations of various arms and services. 

The task of building a regular and modem people's 
army requires of our army a corps of technically proficient 
1ind politically reliable cadres to serve as the core in the 
11se, management, improvement and invention of modem 
equipment and technique. This corps of technical cadres 
must include all necessary branches and varied profes­
sional qualifications : mid_dle-level and high-level cadres, 
engineers-in-chief and research workers ; they must 
master modern science and technique and creatively apply 
them to find a satisfactory solution to the technical prob­
lems of our army while contributing to buUd our country's 
science_ and technique. 

We must also have a contingent of research workers 
with a good knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, military 
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science and the practice of the revolution and revolution­
ary war in our country, in order to serve as the nucleus 
for research work into the development of military theory 
and science. 

We cannot speak of the cadres of the people's army 
without mentioning the contingent of reseTve officers, 
whose important role is directly related to the position of 
the reserve force of the army in the war. That is why, at 
the same time as paying attention to the building of the 
contingent of cadres of the regular force, we must attach 
importance to building up the force of reserve cadres. 
These must constitute a strong force with a high quality 
and sufficient quantity, a comprehensive and balanced 
structure capable at any time of meeting the need to 
broaden the army or any of its branches and services. It 
is necessary to take pains over the organization of de­
mobilized armymen or armymen who have been trans­
ferred to civil services and, at the same time, to adopt a 
consistent training program for the reserve cadres, keep 
an efficient system of registration, census and mobiliza­
tion in the various branches and services of the State, in 
the factories, ,in schools, and in the people's armed forces. 

The law of development of the revolution as well as 
of the revolutionary armed forces requires that our Party 
closely combine veteran officers wit1i young officers. While 
we must actively work to perfect the veteran and experi­
enced office.rs we must make great efforts to train, perfect 
and boldly promote young cadres who have been steeled 
by combat and work, those who possess high revolutionary 
virtues and solid capabilities with the promise of a dis­
tinguished and long career in the army. 

We must combine many measures in the building of 
a contingent of army cadres : training in combat and 
work, training and developing at school and in their exist­
ing job. At present, and in• the future too, the sustem of 
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army schools wm play a very important role. We must 
strengthen, expand and consolidate the schools of the army 
which consist of the institutes, military colleges and full 
time nnd complementary schools of the various arms and 
services and military zones. 

Along with the building of the regular, modem peo­
ple's army, we must endeavour to develop the anned forces 
of the masses as a numerous and powerful force. We must 
expand the militia and self-defence forces throughout the 
countryside and the towns, making them into a very big 
force with continuously improved quality and c<>Mbat 
strength, suited to the all-round development of our coun­
try in the building of socialism and to the ever higher com­
bat requirement of the people's war, a war to defend our 
socialist fatherland in the conditions of the present time. 

This force must be strong enough to serve as backbone 
for the entire people in the fight to defend the regions. 
It must give full scope to its role of n shock force in the 
economic development of the area and serve as a mighty 
reserve force for the people's army. This force must become 
a really steady and powerful basis for the national defence 
of the entire people and for the people's war. Iu combina­
tion with the people's army it must form a mighty armed 
force for the socialist State, capable of defeating the US 
imperialist aggressors at present as well as any eventual 
aggressor in the future and fulfilling any tasks entrusted 
by the Party and the people so as to firmly preserve the 
revolutionary gains and defend the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and security of the fatherland. 

_To intensify the building of the armed forces of the 
masses in all circumstances, in time of war as well as in 
time of peace, is a concentrated expression of the 1tig1, re­
volutionary vigilance of our people. In the present patriotic 
resistance against US aggression, this task is necessary in 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



491 VO NGUYEN GIAP - SELllCTED WRITINGS 

order to contribute to the defence and building ol the 
socialist North1 defeating all war schemes and acts of the 
US imperialists. In the future, too, when the protracted 
and arduous resistance against the US aggressors has come 
to a victorious conclusion, when our people have regained 
complete independence and freedom and embark on na­
tional construction in peaceful conditions, and when the 
regular armed forces may be reduced, we will have to pay 
still greater attention to building up the armed forces of 
the masses in order to be ready to cope with all eventual­
ities. We must closely combine economic construction with 
national defence, national construction with preparation 
to defend the fatherland. 

As everyone of us knows, the armed forces of the mas­
ses are one of the two basic components of the military 
apparatus of our State. The militia and self-defence forces 
are one of the three categories of the people's armed forces. 
As a revolutionary armed organization of the Party, the 
militia and self-defence forces must be built along the 
same lines, viewpoints and general principle as the revolu­
tionary armed forces. This is a question of position and 
principle which must be strictly observed. As an armed 
organization linked with production, being at the same 
time the army and the people, the militia and self-defence 
forces are not a regular armed force and, as such, are to . 
be distinguished from the main force and the regional 
army which are regular armed forces. Only by firmly 
grasping the differences between the militia and self-de­
fence forces and the people's army can we push forward 
the building of the armed forces of the masses and give 
full scope to the important strategic role of the militia 
and self-defence forces. 

The militia and self-defence forces are the broad armed 
forces of the masses giving a most concentrated and direct 
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expression to the mass character of the military organiza­
tion of the proletarian State, a character growing out of 
the emancipation of the working class, as Engels predicted. 
This is the armed force with the closest and most direct 
link with the political forces. Its combat strength directly 
stems from the force of the masses in the locality where 
it operates. That is why, in the building of the militia and 
self-defence forces, it is very important to broaden its 
numerical strength and mobilize to the highest extent the 
participation of the political force of its locality. 

The militia and self-defence forces are an armed force 
not detached from production. They take a direct part in 
production as well as in combat to def end production and 
defend the lives and property of the local population. All 
military activities of the militia and self-defence force are 
closely linked with the productive, economic and cultural 
activities in the locality. They draw their strength 
from the· comprehensive strength of productive organiza­
tion. In the countryside, the strength of the militia and 
self-defence forces is closely associated with the str~ngth 
of the cooperatives. In the towns and industrial centres, 
their strength cannot be dissociated from the all-round 
strength of the· factori~, enterprises, construction sites, 
etc. That is why, in the building of the militia and self-de­
fence force, we must always closely combine the require­
nients of production with those of combat, and economic 
with national defence requirements. Any departure from 
this principle would make it impowble to build efficient 
militia and self-defence forces and would deprive the latter 
of their combat strength. 

The militia and self-defence forces is the armed force 
1no8t clo8ely and directiy linked with the base and locality. 
They are the main instrument of violence of the people's 
administration at the grassroots level, organized, led and 
built up by the local Party organization in the specific con-
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ditions and circumstances of each locality and each base 
area, and growing and fighting on the spot. The fighting 
capacity of any militia or self-defence force is reflected in 
its capacity to fulfil its combat and production tasks right 
in its base area and its own locality. In the building of the 
militia and self-defence forces it is necessary to proceed 
from the requirements and tasks of combat and production 
in each locality and each base area and from the practice 
of the locality and base area in its political, economic, mili~ 
ary and geographical conditions in order to work out 
appropriate directives and measures and avoid uniformity 
and mechanical attitudes. 

The chief combat method of the mtlitia and self-defence 
for<"es con.siats of scattered, small, guerilla-type actions, 
clinging to the people a:nd sticking to the land, fighting the 
en.emy right in their productive base and living area. They 
decimate the enemy force unceasingly by attacking and 
wiping out small enemy units, directly protecting and de­
fending the lives and property of the local population. 
That is why the building of the militia and self-defence 
forces cannot be a simple carbon copy of the method of 
building the main force and regional army which are con­
centrated armed forces operating according to concentrat• 
ed and regular combat method, though to different degrees. 

The militia and setf-defence forces in North Viet Nam 
at present are built on the basis of a socialist system which 
is continuously being strengthened and developed. There­
fore, we must have a firm understanding of the character­
istics of the socialist sy:stem in terms of the production re­
lations, class structure, etc., in order to give full play to the 
superiority of the new system on the politico-moral and or­
ganizational fields, and make full use of the new capacities 

. offered by the material and technical bases, as well as by 
the all-round development of the new man among the worlc­
ing class nnd collective farmers in order to p11sh forward 
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vigorously with the building of the militia and self-defence 
forces. 

First of all, it is necessary to expand to the fullest ex­
tent the numerical strength of the militia and self-defence 
force. This is a permanent requirement of the task of 
building the armed forces of the masses. Lenin has pointed 
out: "The victory of the revolution depends on the 
number of the proletarian masses and the peasants stand­
ing up to defend the revolution." 1 

Relying on the superiority of the socialist system, we 
have the full. capacity to organize the broadest masses of 
the people into local combat or combat service organiza­
tions and raise still higher the proportion of the populntion 
who are members of the militia and· self-defence forces 
making the militia and self-defence forces really become 
the broad military organization of the labouring people. 
It is our policy to give general military education to the 
people with a view to preparing militarily, to a necessary 
and appropriate level, all our people, young and old, men 
and women, so that they may realize their desire of par­
ticipating in the fight against the aggressors to defend the 
country. We shall see to it that the aggressors, if they 
are reckless enough to launch an all-out war of aggression 
against our country, will meet the riposte of not only a 
few hundreds of thousands or some millions but of tens 
of millions of people, of our entire people, from the moun­
tains to the plains, from the midlands to the coastal areas, 
from the countryside to the towns, who will, like one man, 
stand firmly at their posts closely coordinating with the 
people's army to hit back at the adversary anywhere, 
using whatever means and weapons available . 

1. Lenin, Article, and Spe11cha OIi MIUtGf'I/ Pt'Obl111n,. People's 
Army Pub!Jshini: House, H11nol, 18'10, Vol. I, p. ~1. 
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But the strength of the armed forces of the masses 
in the socialist system consists not only in their nume­
rical strength but also in their quality. That is their or­
ganizational spirit, the level of their equipment and their 
operational methods and, in the first place, their political 
and moral strength. That is why it is necessary to firmly 
grasp the principle of the Party concerning the building 
of the revolutionary armed forces and apply it to the build­
ing of the militia and self-defence forces. We must unceas­
ingly strengthen and intensify the Party leadership of the 
militia and self-defence forces, attach special importance 
to political work and firmly master the class line and 
political criteria as regards the organization of the militia 
and self-defence force in order to keep it as efficient 
and reliable instrument of proletarian dictatorship at the 
base level. The level of political consciousness of the militia 
and self-defence forces is in direct proportion to that of 
the labouring people. The political and ideological educa­
tion of the militia and self-defence forces is inseparably 
linked with the political and ideological education of the 
entire labouring people in the locality and in the base and 
must be jointly carried out by the Party organization, the 
various mass organizations and State offices, production 
bases and military organs in the locality. As far as the 
content of this education Is concerned, apart from the 
common requirements for every citizen, it is necessary to 
teach the militia and self-defence forces the task of the 
revolutionary armed forces in general and the militia and 
self-defence forces in ·particular. They should have a clear 
understanding of the military task of the locality, heighten 
their revolutionary vigilance, their determination to de­
fend the country and their readiness to fight and endure 
sacrifices to protect the lives and property of the people 
right in the villages and hamlets, in the streets, in the co­
operatives and factories so as to defend the people's power, 
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defend the locality and develop their sense of being the 
collective masters in the defence and building of the 
country. 

In the organizational sphere, we must pay attention to 
building the militia and guerillas in the countryside and 
in the cooperatives as well as to building the self-defence 
forces and combat self-defence units in the towns and in­
dustrial centres, on the construction sites, in State farms, 
public offices and schools. As the development of socialist 
construction advances, the industrial centres and new eco­
nomic centres are becoming more and more important 
and accordingly the percentage of workers, cadres, public 
servants and urban workers among the population is rising 
unceasingly. At the same time, profound changes are also 
taking place in the countryside, with the agricultural co­
operatives becoming more and more consolidated with 
regard to the production relations and strengthened in 
their. material and technical bases and the cl,ass of col­
lective farmers growing and maturing more and more. This 
situation determines the ever more important role of the 
self-defence forces and the militia. At the same time, it 
gives importance to the need to build the self-defence forces 
along with the building of the militia. The self-defence 
forces must correctly reflect the general develo,pment and 
fighting strength of the class of collective farm.ers, of the 
socialist countryside in North Viet Nam. 

Our country is endowed with mountainous regions, 
the midlands and the plains and coastal areas. We have a 
vast countryside and also towns and industrial centres. 
Each area has its own important position in the political, 
economic and national defence spheres, its peculiarities in 
the fields of geography. population, customs and habits 
and also its own potential different from the other areas. 
We must base ourselves on the regional peculiarities to 
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work out the appropriate tasks and orientation of the build­
ing of t11e armed forces of the masses. Different policies and 
orientations must be applied to the mountainous regions 
and the plains, to the coastal areas and the hinter]and, to 
the countryside and the towns and industrial centres or 
along the strategic communication lines. 

On]y in this -way can the militia and self-defence forces 
in any locality make full use of the specific potentialities 
of its area in manpower, equipment, weapons and supply, 
in order to build seasoned local units, skilled in fighting 
and serving the fight in the special conditions of each local­
ity. These will serve as a spearhead for a vigorous deveJop­
ment of the people's war at the grassroots level and as the 
shock force in the building and development of the local 
economy. 

The militia and self-defence forces are charged with' 
military duty as well as productive tasks or any other task 
in every aspect of the activity of the State machine. That 
is why, in building the militia and self-defence forces, we 
must take into full account the specific conditions of the 
production activity, work, study and life of the people and 
rely on the production bases : production brigades, cooper­
atives, factories, construction sites, State farms, public 
offices, schools, communes, villages, and street quarters. 
Only so can we ensure that the activities of the militia 
and self-defence forces are closely combined with combat, 
production and work in all circumstances, in time of war 
as well as in time of peace. 

We must exploit to the fullest extent the existing and 
ever incre.asing capacities of the various sectors of the na­
tional economy and other branches of social life, and we 
must make a rational organization and use of the militia 
and self-defence fOTces in these branches in order to raise 
its combat capacity and ensure its readiness to fight and 
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give combat support. During the war of resistance to the 
US war of destruction, there have taken shape in a number 
of towns and industrial centres various self-defence or­
ganizations in different branches such as the engineering 
service, building, land and river communication, postal and 
medical services and the other branches of activity both 
on land and on -water. Experience has shown that if we 
know how to make the best use of the existing technical 
and specialized capacities of each branch, we ,vill be able 
to divide the militia and self-defence forces into different 
categories with different tasks and on this basis to lay down 
the direction for their correct building and use and the 
correct organization and rational distribution of work 
among them. In this way, the armed forces of the masses 
will be provided with a new, very great, potential, able 
to meet the new requirements of modern war, to achieve 
effective combination with the regional army and the re­
gular army and to replenish the various services and arms 
of the people's army. 

With regard to the equipment, proceeding from the 
requirements of combat and the different types of terrains, 
we are resolved to gradually equip the gueriUa and combat 
,elf-defence forces with a number of appropriate relatively 
modem weapons and war means while not losing sight of 
the necessity to develop the primiti~e and imp,0t>ed weap­
ons. The goal of the technical revolution in the North is 
to build a new material and technical basis of socialism and 
tum handicraft work into mechanized labour. At present 
the watchword "equip ourselves with whatever we have" 
no longer has the same content as it had in the past. If, in 
the past, for the militia and self-defence forces, this slogan 
chiefly meant the equipment of this force with primitive 
weapons, today it is more and more associated with the 
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adoption of modern technique. With the new capabilities of 
the localities, we must pay due attention to making the 
fullest use of the existing relatively modem or modern 
weapons in the localities to equip the core of the militia 
and self-defence forces. However, we should in no way 
slight primitive or improved weapons and means. As has 
been clearly demonstrated by the long practice of war in 
our country, the primitive and improved weapons and 
equipment have proved very effective and created a very 
big force enabling them to take part in the destruction of 
the enemy by multiform and imaginative ways, creating 
a self-defence war carried out in our own land. Moreover, 
no country, ho~ever advanced its industrial development, 
can arm the whole of its people. That is why, while the 
core of the people's armed forces is equipped with new 
and relatively more modem weapons and war means, the 
majority of the people still need to be equipped with pri­
mitive or improved weapons and means to fight against the 
enemy. Otherwise, the question of arming the entire peo­
ple or arming the broad masses of the people will suffer. 

It is necessary to continue stepping up the building and 
development of technical teams, groups 01' units forming 
special branches in the militia and self-defence forces. This 
is a logical step of development in the raising of the combat 
capacity of the militia and self-defence forces in the con­
ditions of modem warfare when the equipment of_ these 
forces: is being unceasingly improved and strengthened and 
when our .people are pushing forward with socialist in­
dustri.alization and building the material and technical basis 

of socialism. 

As a result of the correct policy of our Party, during 
the years of resistance against the US war of destruction 
there have appeared in the militia and self-defence forces 
many units of anti-aircraft machineguns and artillery, 
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ground artillery, engineering, communications and anti­
chemical warfare while many combat units have · been 
equipped with mortars and some other modem weapons. 
The combat efficiency of the militia and self-defence forces 
as well as their capacity to serve the fight has been marked­
ly improved. In many places, the militia and self-defence 
forces have by themselves shot down US aircraft, set fire 
to US warships, quickly annihilated commando groups of 
the enemy and expertly manned many modem or relatively 
modern weapons and war means, making important con­
tributions to the detection and deactivation of modern US 
bombs and land or water mines. They have repaired and 
built roads, bridges, air bases, and other military projects 
and even produced some modern technical means for the 
anti-air:craft, missile, communication, engineering and 
naval units of the army. That reality allows us to affirm · 
that the militia and self-defence forces in socialist North 
Viet Nam have the full capacity to make good use of the 
various types of modem weapons and war m,ans to fight 
the enemy and serve the fight. This capacity will increase 
in proportion to the ever rising cultural, technical and 
organizational level of our people, and is helped by the 
fact that we have a very big force of armymen who have 
been demobilized or transferred to civilian services. These 
are becoming the backbone of the armed forces of the mas­
ses in all parts of the country and include officers and men 
who have served in various arms and services of the peo­
ple's army. 

We must pay great attention to the military training of 
the militia and self-defence forces and the entire people. 
Proceeding from our methods of conducting war and 
our military art, from the combat requirements of the 
localities in di.fferent conditions of the war, from our ene­
mies in the fields, from the reality of the organization, 
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equipment and the productive activities and work of the 
militia and self-defence forces, it is necessary to make 
elaborate studies in order to determine the most appro­
priate content of the tTaining pTogramme and the method 
of tTaining f01" the militia and self-defence fOTces. The train-

. ing programme must ensure that the militia and self-de­
fence forces have a spirit of offensive, firmly grasp the 
guidelines for combat as well as the combat methods of 
guerilla warfare in modem conditions, and possess a high 
technical and tactical level commensurate with the combat 
requirements in each locality. We must ensure that the 
militia and self-defence forces have a perfect knowledge 
of their locality, a high capacity for independent fighting 
and also the capacity to achieve close coordination with 
the other armed forces operating In the locality. The milit­
ary training programme for the militia and self-defence 
forces must be linked to their production activities. When­
ever possible, we should combine the raising of the com­
bat capabilities of the militia and self-defence forces and 
their capacity to serve the fight with the raising of their 
production technique. We must seriously regard the way 
in which the militia and self-defence forces fight the enemy 
as an art and an important content of our military science, 
and hence pay due attention to summing up the combat 
experiences of the armed forces of the masses in both zones 
of the country. We should carry out studies in order to 
build and develop unceasingly the art of fighting the ene­
my practised by the masses' armed forces in our country. 

Hand in hand with training the militia and self-de­
fence forces, and the reserve force, we must give import­
ance to military education in the Party and step up popular 
military education among the people. To foster the military 
traditions of the nation for the defence of the country over 
many centuries of independence, our forefathers made use 
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of many different competitions to encourage the people to 
improve• their military art such as contests in military art, 
wresting contests, archery competitions, etc. Today we must 
continue t.hill tradition. In the yenn; to come we shall pro­
mulgate general n1ililary education among the people in 
order to rnise their sense of national defence, improve the 
military standard nnd develop the military traditions 
among the entire people. We must vigorously develop the 
m.ovement of militanJ sports · and physical culture, and 
endow It with an ever richer content commensurate with 
the requirements of the l)e(lple's war in our co\mtry in 
present-day conditions. It is necessary to lu1t1e a 10ide diue­
mination of ,nilita111 knowledge nmong the people in varied 
forms appropriate to different age groups most of all for 
the young men· and women. At the same time we must 
gradually develop mass organizations for military study 
and research, such as aviation, communication, chenlical 
clubs, etc., while stepping up the movement to establish 
sworn-brotherhood T'elationa between mass organizations 
and army units. 

A modern regular army must necessarily have a well­
organized and strong reserve force. The armed forces of 
the masses form an inexhaustible reserve of the people's 
army. The building and adt11inistTa«on. of the resen,e fMce 
is of paramount importance in time of war because thiB is 
the force of ~plenishment for the army, and in time 
of peace because it will prepare the · country to .. cope 
with all contingencies. The reserve force must be well 
organized both numerically · and qualitatively in order 
to meet the need to expand the force and repl~ the 
infantry and the other services and arms of the people's 
army. We must work out sound policies, systems and plans 
fol' the building and administration of the reserve force 
regarding the registration and administration of the 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



■ I 

506 VO N'QUYEN GJAP - SEl,FCJ'Jm WIIITlNGS 

demobilized armymell and those who have been trans­
ferred to civilian :iervlces but are still able to serve 
in the reserve force. We must work out plans for 
milita1-y exercise and mobilization so that when neces­
sary we Cftn quickly restore and expand our armed 
fort.-es. It is n~ry to have an appropriate training pf'O· 

(ITam,ne· to keep the officers and men of th, reserve force 
always · abreast with the development · of a modern am1y 
and modem military science and help Uiem give full scope 
to theil" role of core of the regional armed forces and to 
serve in the army when necessity arises. We must pay 
particuiar attention to the management and training of a 
reserve force among stale employees 11nd colkgt! studr.uls. 
We must see ·to it that m the future we can determine which 
r~ervc fore~ in what branch and. locality will best re­
plenish such and such military branch and service and such 
and , such anned force in ll given locality. For instance, 
rese1·vc military engineermg units should be formed within 
the building servi<:e, signal units within the posts and 
telecommunic:(tions service, medical. units within Uie public 
health service, naval units within the economic branches 
operating on the river, in the sea and among the population 
of coastal or riverine areas ... In this way, the officers and · 
men newly assigned to a unit can quickly receive and 
master the techniques and speciality of the . military arm· 

· or service to which they are detailed. Later on after a re­
servist is demobilized and returns to his former civil occu­
pation he would become the nucleus of the popular armed 
forces at Ws workplace and be able to give full scope to 
his technical abilities and his special knowledge to boost 
production and raise his work efficiency. Thill will be very 
beneficial to both fightmg and construction, to both national 
defence and economy, in time of. war and in time of peace 
alike. 
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To arm the masses, in the view of our Party, does not 
only mean to organize, educate, train and equl p the broad 
masses of the people but also to actively build the rear in 
all a,pecu - political, economic and ncitional deJence - to 
build solid platJorm Jor the people's war at the base and in 
tile localities. 

The strength of the rear of the people's war throughout 
North Viet Nam as well as in each locality depends on the 
successes of our people in socialist construction. That is 
why, in. order to build a strong rear, we must strive our 
hardest to implement the triple revolution 1, carry out an 
active consolldation of the regions politically, make them 
prosperous economically and strong militarily. While pro­
moting the building of the regional economy, we must have 
economic constTuction and the need for stTengt11ening na­
tional deJence in all branches: agriculture, industry, com­
munications and transport, posts and telecommunications, 
health and cultural services, building service .•. 

It is necessary to speed up the building of fighting 
villages, fighting stTeet quarters and fighting areas, form­
ing them tnto a comprehensive system in order to stand 
prepared to meet all contingencies of war while ensuring 
facilities for normal production activities and the people's 
life in peace time. These must be solid offensive and defen~ 
sive positions for our three categories of armed forces and 
steady cases from which the people will fight the enemy 
and carry on production at the same time in the conditions 
of a fiel'()e war. 

Preparations must be made to provide against the 
worst should the enemy use nuclear weapons. The build­
ing of fighting communes, fighting villages and fighting 

1. The revolution in rclationa ol p1-oducUon, the technical revolu. 
tion, and the culturol and Ideological revolution. (Ed.) 
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stl'eet quarte1-s must be made on a comprehensive basis. 
We mwt have a strong Party orgunization, a mighty polit­
ical force of the masses, a powerful militia and self-defence 
forces. We must have plans to improve the terraina of battle, 
nnd work out operational plans and training programmes 
for regional armed forces as well as the entire population. 
We must make effective preparations to tum each hamlet, 
each village and each street quarter into. a really, strong 
bastion of the people's war at the grassroots level and turn 
each province into a strategic unit of the national defence 
of the entire people. 

• In · the building of the armed forces of the masses, 
along with the strengthening of the Party leadership at 
local level, and the guidance of the regional military or­
ganism, one question of prime importance is to build a 
strong and reliable contingent of cadres for the masses' 
armed forces t1nd the militia and self-defence forces. This 
contingent must respond to the constant growth of the mas­
ses' armed forces in quantity and quality, in organization 
and equipment, in <.-ombat methods ... and respond to the 
ever bigger and more complicated task of consolidating na­
tional defence and conducting a people's war at the base 
level. 

The cadres of the militia and self-defence force are 
military cadres riot det.,ched from production, doing their 
production task and military task at the same time, work­
ing and fighting in close connection with production activi.­
ty and the people's life at the base level. We must pay 
special attention to their quality and have a firm under­
standing of the importance of clas orientation and political 
criteria in the building of the contingent of cadres for 
the militia and self-defence forces. In addition to the com­
mon requirement in political 11tandards for all cadres of 
the revolutionary armed forces, the cadres of the militia 
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and self-defenet fol'ccs must also have !Wimilated the 
political lines and tasks of the Party,.the political economic 
and military tasks of the locality, and be strong in their 
d~tcrmination to abide by all resolutions of the Party Com­
mittee and the instructions of the local administration as 
well as all instructions and orders of the superior military 
organs. They must have a necessary level of military know­
ledge, a comprehensive understanding of the political, eco­
nomic and cultural situation in the locaJity and a thorough 
knowledge of the situation at the base, able to skilfully 
coordinate military with economic and ather tasks. They 
must have the ability to help the local Party Committee in 
directing military affairs and to assume lending and com­
manding roles as well as to organize the fulfilment of the 
tasks of building, fighting, serving the fight, supplying the 
front, disseminating n basic knowledge of milftarv science 
among the population, building up the reserve f~rce, car­
rying out the policy concerning the rear rui well as all other 

- activities for consolidating national defence in their 
localities. 

It is through the revolutionary movements in the 
localities and through the practice of fighting and work 
that we shaJl choose the best men and women for the con­
tingent of cadres. This selection should also be combined 
with the building of the Party and the mass organizations 
in the localities .. It is necessary to make a 1·ational division 
of work among the cadres, and actively create conditions 
for them to improve their standard in their respective 
nreas of responsibility, accumulate experiences and de­
velop to the fullest their abilities in the fulfilment of all 
tasks within the localities. 

By firmly grasping and satisfactorily carrying out the 
above tasks, from the quick expanaion of the m1l1Ua and 
self-defence forces to the continuous raising of·their quality 
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in ail fields- politics and ideology, organization, equip­
ment, training, building the rear base, training the cadres­
we will effectively carry out the teaching of venerated 
President Ho Chi Minh : "F.:ach citizen must be a valiant 
fighter, each commune, village or atreet quarter must be a 
baation, each, cooperative and enterpri&e must be a supply 
base for the people's war and, in this way, we will tum 
the whole of our countTtJ into a aingle battleground to 
wipe out any aggre,sor." 

By their victorious, heroic and imaginative fight againsL 
the most brutal aggressive forces - those of US imperial­
ism - by their creative laboUr in building a new social 
system, our people are living the most exalting days of 
their national history in the era of independence, freedom 
and socialism for the Vietnamese fatherland. 

The present resistance against US aggression for na­
tional salvation makes us recall with justified pride and 
a high sense of responsibility the whole history of the 
glorious resistance of our nation against foreign aggressors, 
in particular the great and victorious resistance under the 
Tran dynasty. At that time, our people had to confront the 
Yuan Mongoi aggressors, the most brutal enemy of our 
people in ancient times, the most ruthless aggressor of 
mankind in the Medieval period, who had trampled upon 
Asia and Europe, conquered and wiped out the names of 
many nations from the world map. Our people, fulfilling 
with flying colours their sacred national task, ushered in 
the period of the collapse of the Yuan Mongol Empire, 
making a worthy contribution to the fight of the other 
countries and nations at that time against foreign ag­
gression. 

Today, in the new era of human history inaugurated 
by the Great Russian October Revolution, in the Ho Chi 
Minh era in our country, our people, under the leadership 
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of -Our Party, have again waged and are waging a glorious 
and victorious resistance, this time against US imperialism, 
the most brutal and strongest aggressor of our nation in 
modern history and also the enemy number one of · the 
whole mankind. The anti-US war of resistance for national 
salvation is the most glorious and greatest of all resistance 
wars ever conducted by the heroic Vietnamese nation 
against foreign aggression. This resistance is being looked 
upon as the focus, the front line of the world people's 
movement against US imperialist aggression. 

Our people are clearly and fully conscious of our sacred 
national task and our noble international obligation. We 
have the necessary determination and: strength to com­
pletely defeat the US aggressors, liberate· the South, defend 
the North and proceed to the peaceful reunification of the 
country. This will mark a turning point in the historical 
process of the collapse of the US imperialist neo-colonial­
ism, making a worthy contribution to the revolutionary 
struggle of the people all over the world. 

The secret of our people's success in the 13th century, 
in the 20th century, as well as in the whole historical pro­
cess of our victorious fight against aggressive forces much 
bigger and stronger than ourselves to survive and develop, 
lies actually in the fact that we have relied on the patriot­
ism of the entire people. We have given full play to the 
strengtl, of the whole country, and mobilized the entire 
nation to rise up, to combine effort& of the whole country 
and the entire people in the resistance and wage an insur­
rection of the entire people and a people's war with the 
army and the .armed force, of the maues aa the core. 

General Tran Quoc Tuan's thought of "the whole na­
tion joining forces" and his policy of ••everyone a soldier" 
which dates back to the 13th century has not ceued to de­
velop and to acquire an ever richer content, an ever higher 
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quality .and a growing strength. 'l'oday it reaches its peak 
with the great military thought of President Ho Chi Minh 
which consists in "uniting the entire people", "the whole 
country fighting the aggressors" and "the 31 million of 
our compatriots being 31 million valiant fighters against 
the US aggressors". 

Nowadays, our people are guided by the political, milit­
ary and international line of our Party which is a judicious, 
independent, sovereign and creative line. We have a van­
guard social system and an ever increasing politico-moral 
and technico-material fo~ce. Moreover, we enjoy the active 
assistance of the other countries in the socialist camp and 
the sympathy and support of the whole of progressive 
mankind In the new era, we have the invincible strength 
of the militant aolidarity of the entiTe people, of t1le whole 
country, of the entire nation based on the worker-peasant 
allfance cind placed uflder the leaderahip of the 10orking 
clasa. We have mighty political forces and armed fo1·ces. 
Our people's armed forces are composed of a regular and 
modem people's army and atrong extensive armed forces 
of U1e masses. We are sure to accomplish our sacred na­
tional task and our noble international obligation. 

The thought of "the whole nation joining forces", 
"everyone a soldier", "the whole people uniting", .. the 
whole country fighting against the aggressors", the orga­
nization of the army along the lines of uarming the entire 
people, combining the army with the popular armed forces" 
is an original feature of Vietnamese militaTy thought, the 
military thought by which a small coun.try can defeat big­
ger aggressors in its just fight for independence and free­
dom. 

'l'he principle of "arming lhe entire p<..-ople, combin­
ing the people's army with the armed forces of the masses 
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and vice versa, making the armed forces of the masses the 
base of the people's army and making the people's army 
the core of the armed forces of the masses ~and building 
up the three categories of the people's armed forces" is 
n very important part of the policy of building the people's 
armed forces in particular and the military line of our 
Party in general, a very important part of Vietnamese 
military science in the present era. The determination of 
this organizational principle is a great and original work, 
a majo1· success of our Party and people. Experience has 
shown that in the revolutionary struggle in general and in 
the armed struggle Jn particular, once we have a correct 
line, a correct resolution of the organizational problem is 
of primary importance fol' winning victory. 

This principle of milit1uy organization ii, a precious 
weapon in the storehouse of national experience, especially 
for small nations subjected to aggression and enslavement 
wh(? l'ise up and fight victoriously agninst imperialism and 
colonialism, for national independence, democrncy and 
social progress. Whatever the circumstances this prindple 
must be firmly grasped. We should closely follow the real­
ities of society, war and the development of production, 
science and technology. We should learn actively but select­
ively from the experiences of the fraternal socialist coun­
tries and other nations in the world. In the process of the 
bitter struggle between us and the enemy we should alway:. 
base ourselves on the concrete historical conditions and 
circumstances of each period to put into practice the Party 
military line and principles of military organization, with­
out ceasing to promote creativeness and development, with­
out indulging in conservatism and self-complacency, while 
nvoiding unifonnity and mechanical attitudes in order to 
increase the lighting strength of our entire people, vigor­
ously develop the Vietnl\mese people's war, steadily con-
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.Udate the nat1anal clefence of the Viem1meae fatbar~ 
acl build tMD' ~ armed forees of the Vletnameae 

' people. . 

OUI' people, our pation are resolved to forge ahead ad 
wtn eom~ ~ ·for. the patriotic anti-US reliltmce 

t. ' ; , • 

In Ql'der to,bulld ,- »raceful, reunlfted, independent. dem~ 
cratic ~~Viet Nam. 

Our people, our ~ will forever cWwld the beau­
tiful land bequeMbed by our ~ ad w:lll foae.er 
lllfeguard tbe ~ of our beloved Vl9tnamele 
motherland.. 
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