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lNTRODUCTION

``Prepare for the worst’’was a phrase I was to hear often

during two visits to North Vietnam in February and Apri」Maγ,

重966. It has almost become a national §logan’Certainly among

those who direct血e country’s military and econonic strategy.

The govemment of the North, the Democratic Republic of Vieト

nam (DRV), is organizing in a manner without precedent in

history for the long, hard war which leaders and people are

COnVinced will have to be fought.

Almost every day of the seven weeks I spent in the DRV

brought its §urPrise§・

A forest clearing led down to a limpid stream, Where rafts

Of bamboo, attaChed to the bank with jungle creepers, StretChed

up-Stream like corrugated footpaths. Lines of young people jog-

trotted aIong, uP the river bank toward the clearing, 50-foot-

lengths of giant bamboo swinging between their §houlders. In

the dearing itself, mOre yOuths and girls sawed scctioned tree

trunks into thin planks and pleated lcaves for roofs. Fur血er

back in the jungle shadows, in new bamboo and pleated-leaf

buildings’yOung PeOPle’Visible through the propped・uP bam_

boo　``windows’’一Which wc重e∴also the walls-bent over desks

and books.
“This is C5,,, explained my guide, ``the metallurgical section

Of the Polytechnic Institute. On the very daγ the皿ain new

building of血e Institute was opened in Hanoi’C5 opened its

COurSe here for the frrst quarter of the 1965-66 scholastic year.

Most other faculties are also evacuated.,’

`’Isn’t it an awful waste?’’I asked one of the French-SPeaking

Profes§OrS. `’Hanoi hasn’t been bombed. The Americans even say

they don’t intend to bomb Hanoi.’’

``We can’t rely on what those bandits §ay’,, he replied. ’`We

must prepare for the worst. The govemment attaches great im-

portance to protecting our students’the future technical cadres:’

How right was the professor’and Hanoi,s leaders who had
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encouraged thi§ realistic attitude’WaS PrOVen a COuPle of mon血s

later when American planes bombed the fuel depots in Hanoi’s

outskirts and thase at 'Haiphong on the fringe of血e most

densely populated area of that city.
``Prepare for the worst’,, however’WaS mOre than a §logan.

It was the expression of a concrete’Organizational revolution

in the country,s life-and of a sober analysis of American inten-

章ions.

`’Let Johnson and his cliquc well understand,’’said President

Ho Chi Minh in his appeal to woI’ld opinion on July 17, 1966,

``血ey can send 500’000 troops’a million or even more to in・

tensify the war of aggre§Sion in South Vietnam. They can use

thousands of planes to intensify their attacks against the North.

But they will ncver break the iron will of the heroic Vietnamese

p∞Ple to fight against Amcrican aggression’for national salva-

tion… ・ There is nothing more precious than independence

and liberty.’’

“Prepare for the worst,, went on in every field of activity and

at every level as the 17 mi11ion people of the North rolled up

their slecves, Stripped themselves to the waist and prepared・

literally wi血bare hands in many cases’tO take on the world’s

greatest mi量itary and industrial power’in what must be one of

the most cruelly unequal confrontation§ in world history. I had

glimpses of how this process was shaping up every day’almost

every hour of my visit.

Rolling along a road in the coastal areas’admiring a field

Of six-inch-high maize’I suddenly saw the ``field,, scramble to

it§ feet, PeaSant men and women, their backs swathed in green

leaves, rifles and light machine guns in hand rushing to road-

Side defensive positions. I had to Iook back at the field to make

Sure that there really was a young maize crop there. ``Maneuvers

Of the local self-defense corps in case the Americans make land・

ings in the area’,, my guide explained.

``But surely you don,t expect the Americans to land in the

Nor書h?,●

高They,ll be mad if they do but our defenses are based on this

POSSibility. We have `o prepare for the worst.’’

In a beautiful centurie§-Old Buddhist pagoda, CarVed roof

dragon§ Silhouetted against a golden sky as the sun dropped
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down, SCOreS Of lacquered Buddhas gazed benignly down on

patients from an evacuated Hanoi district ho§Pital’laid out in

camp bed§ between the altars. A white-gOWned nurse pedalled

with her hands an uptumed bicyde’Wires leading from the

ordinary cycle-lamp dynamo into a small cabin’isolated by mo§・

quito netting. On the o血er end of the wires and inside the

cabin, under the feeble light of a six.volt lamp, a SurgeOn and

nurse§ bent over a paticnt’for a stomach operation.

・`But there are electric power lines only a kilometer away’’, I

protested. ・・In a mattcr of hours you could have light and power

laidin:’
=True;・ said the Public Health Ministry o鯖cial with me・ ``but

our surgeons and medical teams must prepare for the worst.

They must get used to operating under emergency conditions・

If the escalation continue§, We CannOt alway§ COunt On having

electric light and power around.’’

A famous old grotto wi血a hundred yard§ Or §O Of r∝k above

it was inhabited by bats and a few stone statues when I last

visited it. Now there was the steady hum of machinery. Ga11erie§

which led o仕in all directions from the mouth of the main

grotto had been widened and reinforced, generatOrS installed

in so皿e; lathes, jigs, borers, grinders and polishers and other

machines in others-an entire vital industrial unit in full pro-

duction.

The cave§タmOuntains, forests and villages of North Vietna皿

are the repositoIγ Of secrets and sources of strength until re-

cently concentrated in Hanoi and o血er cities. It is on thi§ SOrt

of material and psychological redepIoyment of forces that the

Hanoi leaders base their faith in victory not on MIG’s or mis・

siles or otper gadgetry of modem war. They acknowledge that

the lattcr also have their place’but not a decisive one.

How doo§ an underdeveloped country of 17 million’With aII

overwhelmingly agricultural economy envisage waging-and win-

ning-a War against血e richest’mOSt highly industrialized’mO§l

militarily powerful country in the world? Why the confident

smiles on the faces of Ho Chi Minh, Pham Van Dong, Vo

Nguyen Giap and血e othcrs? It was the answer to such ques・

tions, and to such smiles’血at I sought during my visit to the

No重th.
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In talks with the country’§ tOP POlitical and military leaders,

With the heads of the various ministries directing the country’s

economic, §OCial and cultural reorganization; in vi§it§ tO血e

new construction §ites and evacuated industries; tO the zones

Where bombing§ had reached saturation point-traVeling often

OVer bridges the Americans daimed destroyed, along roads they

daimed had been put out of action-the answers to the ques.

tions in my mind became dear. In `’preparing for the worst’’

the country was going through another gigantic revolution of

a tlPe and scope never attempted by any country in history. I

found leaders and people at one in their detemination to de-

fend the North and unify the country or die in the attempt・ In

the page§ that follow I have set out how they are going about

all this.

WILFRED G. BuRCHETT

PI肋o肋Peれh, Aαg録嶋t 1966

Chopfe「?

AT GROUND　しEVEし

At a Hanoi concert, during the frrst part of ny visit, I皿et for

a moment General Vo Nguyen Giap, North Vietnam’s brilliant

Defense Minister and Commander in Chief. Hc knew I had just

rctumed from the coastal areas where thc battle for roads and

bridges raged daily. ``So you’ve seen what American air power

is worth?’’he said, adding with a contemptuous laugh: ``Noth-

inglタ, Later’in a recorded interview he gave his views on this

subject in greater detail. Fron a military viewpoint, his §neer

was justified. Otherwise how explain that 18皿On血s after the

be§t American planes and pilots were sent to destroy the few

hundred皿iles of road and railway血at lead to the 17血parallel’

they were still attacking the same bridges, the sa皿e junctions

and crossroads,血e sa皿e radar station§, eVen the same miniscule

targets such a§血e fishing town of Dong ’Hoi and thc islet of

Cong Co, both just north of the 17血parallel?

Tra億c rolled down Highway No. l al皿OSt nOmally. I found

皿ySelf moving at almost the §ame SPeed as during my last trip

toward the 17th parallel’tWO years PreViously. I found some of

the bridges I had seen in 1964 damaged・ Others untouched. But

I also found more bridges than fomerIy, including some over

rivers where there had never been a bridge before in all of Vieト

nam,s historyI American bombing of the traditional fe正es made

new bridges necessary’and more e臆cient. They were not thc sort

of bridges血e American pilots werc Iooking for or would find

even if they were looking, Or COuld destroy if they did find・ The

Vietnamese call them組oating bridges-a Variant of pontoons’

except that instead of the roadway being supported by boats, it

rested upon huge bundles of unsinkable giant bamboo. Built in

easily transportable and joinable sections, they could be as-

sembled quickly at nightfall’tOWed away at daybrcak’and reas_

Sembled next evening at any one of a dozen or so crosslng POlntS

to which branch roads of the main highway now led.
・・Our leaders laid down;・ explained Doan Trong Truyen
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from the State Planning Commis§ion, `.that transport and co皿・

munications are the central and most urgent task in wartime.

Our sIogan must be: `The enemy destroys’We rePair. The enemy

destroys again, We rePalr again and ensure transport and com・

munications.’To achieve this’’’continued Truyen’“meanS a biト

ter fight between u§ and the enemy. We have a whole amy of

WOrkers concentrated on this. They not only repair damage; they

also build new strategic communications networks, neW high-

WayS and bridges. We’vc been able to keep transport movlng’

both for civilian needs and the war. There was a certain sIow-

ing down when the attacks started in February last year until

about July when we got onganized. From July until now (May

1966)血e volume of transport, eVen from Hanoi to血e 17th

Parallel, is greater血an ever before:’

For anyone who knows North Vietnam, and I had been vi§it-

ing the country regularly from the start of the Dien Bien Phu

battlc in 1954 until my previous vi§it in 1964’it was evident that

What Doan Trong Tmyen said was correct. On the major and

SeCOndary routes, mOre tra航c was moving than ever bcforc. Not

Only that, but goods and equipment were amVlng On time.

For years past everything connected with the country,s econ-

Omy has been planned’and that includes transport. Today also

the transport convoys, from train§ and trucks to junk§ and

bicycle§・ WOrk to a strict timetable. Tran§POrt COmPanies enter

into pledge§ tO deliver specific volumes of goods at speci丘c places

On SPeCific dates. I am assured血at the pledges are invariably

met even in the most intensively bonbed areas.重n entering into

Such pIedge§, allowance is made for a certain average of time

lost due to bomb damage’and this is a fairly precise figure-

PreCise because the road-menders also give pledges and have

their plan§ tOO. Theγ know how Iong it will take to repair the

maximum damage the bombs can cause on any given sector.

With such a system the plamers at the center only have to start

fceding goods into the transport pipeline in volumes required

and on appropriate dates-adding血eir own margin of erroトー

to have them flowing out in the right quantities’at the right

time§ and places. These were the sort of calcuIations that Gen-

eral Vo Nguyen Giap had to make for Dien Bien Phu in 1954,

under more difficult circum§tanCeS When he had to calculate in
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tems of human backs’OX{artS’bicycles and a single’terrible

mountainou§ rOad with no organized economy behind him.

Nothing血at US air power can do, Or has been able to do in a

very considerable and co§tly e任ort so far’Can alter this. Washing・

ton know§ this’despite血e optimi8tic communiques that con-

tinue to pour out of Saigon.
``In fact we ought to be甘ateful’to the Americans;’con・

tinued Doan Trong Truyen of the State Planning Commission.
`’Their bonbs forced us to jump ahead and do thing§ in a few

months that would otherwise have taken year§・ Certainly we did

more in 1965 to improve transport and communications than we

had done in the previous three or four years. For in§tanCe’We

had discussed for a long time the question of improving血e rail.

road from Pingshiang on the Chine§e frontier. Major improve-

ments were planned for 1965’thc last year of血e five-year

plan. By the end of 1964 we had prepared a plan which pro-

vided for these improvement§ but in the end we §helved it be-

cause we felt we had not the manpower available. But when血e

bombs started to fall’We Pulled血e plan out of血e filing cabi・

nets and the whole job wa§ COmPleted in a little over four

months. The improvements are not just a wartime necessitγ but

very i皿POrtant for peacetime development§・

・・On one §ingle stretch of railway and highway along the

coast, OVer 2,000 tons of bombs have been dropped and quite

small bridges along this stretch have been attacked 20 and more

times each. But roads and railway§ Still function nomally. Dam-

age is often repaired before the smcke clears away. Our notions

of time to repair bridges ha§ Changed radically. Nomally there

would have been lot§ Of paper work. After the expert inspec-

tions, eStimates of structural damage, Various draft projects for

the repairs sent to numerou§ department heads to chew over’

reports and recommendations from procurement’financial and

other experts would come up to ministerial level. Several minis-

tries would become invoIved. Paper work alone would take

month§・ Some of our specialists sent to lock at a damaged

bridge with our old way of looking at things--in the first period

of the attacks-Said: ・Six months’maybe a year.’But battle-

hardened workers on the spot said‥ ・Nonsense. We’ll repair it in

a month.・ The specialists were scandalized. But’in fact’tra鯖c
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WaS moving again wi血in a week. There have been many similar

CaSeS・ More recentIy the workers have rationalized, SyStematized

their experiences. With stocks of standardized §truCtural parts

Which they have designed them§elves together with sone of our

experts, they have repaired or even replaced damaged b重idges

Wi血in one day:’

This is very demoralizing for American pilots when recon・

naissance photas takcn after bridges have been claimed de-

StrOyed, Show them in place againI A vitally important fact in

this is that the repair gangs, Often headed by鯖edgling graduate§

Of the engineering faculty of Hanoi University or Polytechnic

Institute, have full au血ority to go ahead with repair§ Without

any reference to departments or ministries.

In traveIing around the country, I not工ced many roods that I

had never §een before. At time§ I came across groups of young

PeOPle, Often enough working by the light of blazing bamboo

torches or small roadside fire§ at night, hacking away at rock§

and trees, hauling earth in wicker baskets, Pu§hing and pulling

at road・rOllers, for miles on end・ On血is, Doan Trong Truyen

had the fo賞lowing to say:

``During the past year, neW Strategic highways have been built

between the various zones, and a whole network of new inter置

ZOnal言nter-Provincial and inter-district highways and roads

have been built, giving us numerous altemate routes in every

direction. As with bridge con§truCtion and repair, this work has

been decentralized. Previously it all came under the Ministry of

Communications; nOW it comes under zonal, ProVincial and

district authorides: ’

Our road lay through fields of組ourishing sweet potatacs’血e

lush, deep green foliage glVmg PrOmi§e Of a bumper crop. Water

POunded along at a furious rate in a yard-Wide irrigation chan-

nel, Para11el to the road,創tering through at regular intervals to

the row§ Of potatacs. We were approaching血e Ban Thach dam.

Suddenly a thought struck me. Shouldn’t these be rice field§

and not sweet potatoes? There was no lack of water’Which

SWeet POtatOeS hardly need. And Vietname§e Pea§antS regard

the latter as a second-rate CrOP COmPared to rice. I asked血e

district conmittee chief who was acting as guide.
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``Quite correct;’he §aid. “This would noma11y be rice land.

But for months past the Americans have been bombing the Ban

Thach dam. It irrigates around 50’000 hectares of rice fields. So

far we’ve been able to save it. They badly damaged血e sluice

gates once. On another occasion they breached the dike walls,

but血e peasants rushed out and plugged the breache§・ We,ll

fight to the utmost to save the dam. But if the worst comes to

the wor§書. ‥.

``Ever since血e first attack§ the l∝al co-OP members have

WOrked might and main to build subsidiary da皿S and irrigation

SyStem§ tO traP aS much of the water as pos§ible and save it for

the rice fields. They have levelled o任the fields and raised the

tcrracc banks to trap血c water wherever possible. But this bit

of land we’re pa§Sing through now’is too high. If the dam i§

seriously breached we couldn,t get any water here’SO We decided

to plant it to sweet potatoes-We,ll get a food crop o任it even

if the worst happens.’’

At血e sluice gates and §mall hydr〇℃Icctric station’WOrkers

were wocking away at wrecking machine§・ Salvaging undamaged

part§, trying to put tngether one whoIc machine from two

wrecked ones. There were bomb craters all around血e §1uice

gates and the retaining walls′ Where the wa`er backed up before

hurtling down to the turbines. There was no血ing remotely re-

sembling a militaIγ target Within scores of miles. Electricity

fron the small station powered l∝al irrigation pump§, the dam

and power station being exclusively for food production.

At a sister dam at Bai Thuong, tWO jet fighter-bombers roared

over while our little group was actually on the dam embank.

ment. Heavy antiaircraft guns opened up’and little black cIouds

started immediately scampering after their tails. The roar of

the jets and血e guns and the cra§hing explosion of a few bombs

they dropped’Were merged into almost a single sound" It was all

over in a §eCOnd or two’the planes not diving or Circling but

hurtling straight ahead in a single’futile bombing run. The

bombs crashed into some rice fields and a bamboo thicket’Send-

ing up spouts of soil and smoke and carving out huge∴CraterS

which peasants’Who had flattened themselves in the field§ aS the

planes pas§ed’Started filling in immediately. A Ione sentIγ On

血e dam embankment laid a§ide his rifle as the planes pas§ed,
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and went back to an enomously long fishing line which

StretChed down into the §eething waters, far below. A hamlet of

brick houses, under the tree§ Of which we parked our jeeps, had

been bombed to rubble in previous attacks.

On our way back to Thanh Hoa provincial capital’We

§tOPPed to examine what was left of血e Thanh Hoa tubercu・

losis hospital No. 7l. It had been attacked by 40 jet bombers

On July 8, 1965. Forty patients and five doctors were killed and

about 50 buildings wiped out. On August 2l’50 more bombers

Came and completed血e work, reducing all remaining buildings

to rubble or roofles§, Windowles§ ruins. An old man was hurling

a fishing net into a water.角皿ed crater in front of what had been

a research laboratory; a Small boy was herding some ducks into

another of the bigger craters. A jagged hole in one of the walls

Of the X.ray lab marked the passage of a rocket.

The district of Tinh Gia, in Thanh Hoa province’i§ One Of

the most heavily bombed regions of North Vietnam as it harbors

a crossroads of north-SOuth and east-WeSt COmmunications. At

the time of my visit’late in February 1966’it was estimated that

One bomb had fallen for every seven inhabitants or one for evcry

300 square yards approximately. But Tinh Gia had also led the

COuntry in food production, the whole district averaging five

tons per hectare’individual cooperatives getting up to 7.5 tons.

And a Tinh Gia primary school had won national distinction

as a ``model’’school’Which means that every pupil in every

da§§ had received maximum mack§ in every subject. In other

WOrds′ Tinh Gia was the living illustration of the §aying’``the

more they bomb the more we produce’the better we study.,,

At the Catholic fishing village of Ba Lan’also part of Tinh

Gia district, I found the women very proud of the fact that

they had largely replaced the men in the little fleet of fishing

SamPanS; and it was mainly women who were hauling in the

fishing nets on the beach, back-breaking work though it is. De-

SPite the occasional attacks and the fact the boats had to fish in

the less fertile waters nearer the shore’血e 1965 catch wa§ Only

down by two per cent compared to 1964’While the quantity

SOld to the state was slightly increased. In the rice fields it was

the women who were following on behind the buffalo-drawn

Ploughs, SOmething without precedent for Vietnam; almost
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every o血er one had a ri鯖e or light automatic slung across her

back.

In pas§ing’One nOteS that the young women in the villages

have grown more beautiful in recent years. Mainly because they

have given up the habit of lacquering血eir tee心black and

their smile§ nOW reVeal rows of beautifully white even teeth.

But also because even the very slight rise in living standards

that 12 years of peace have given them’mOre Plentiful food and

better hygiene’have rounded them out slightly and added somc

coIor to their cheeks. Full black eyes, PIcated black hair often

hanging to the waist’delicate skins’Symmetrical faces’they man-

age to remain exqui§itely feminine while doing血e roughest

§Ort Of work十一r eVen When engaged in bayonet drill.

I was taken to the hamlet of Thang IJOi, in the Thanh Hoa

district of Tho Xuan. Here 360 household§, l,600 inhabitants in

all’until recently had famed 85 hectares’far les§ land per head

than the national average. The previou§ year 84 famiIies, COm.

prising 420 inhabitants’had moved away to the virgin lands of

the northwest. Average crops until 1961 had been around two

tons to the hectare for one crop yer year. Then came irrigation

from the Ban Thach dam. Immediately血ere were two crops a

year. The co_OP management Started the intensivc use of green
fertilizer’mainly provided by a nitrogen-PrOducing §Ort Of green

slime now cultivated in many village ponds in North Vietnam.

The first five・tOn Per hectare crop wa§ Produced in 1962 and by

1965’the output had been pushed up to 6'9 tons for the whole

cooperative. Up til=96l’the hamlet received a γearly subsidy

of ten tons of rice from the state. In 1965’Thang LOi sold 39.5

tons of rice to the state instead, after providing a ration of 27

kilograms per head per month for血e cooperative members.

・・Eat our Fill and Beat the US Aggressors,,, is their sIogan’the

fam chaiman assured me. Thang Loi was the first fam in

Thanh Hoa province to attain the goal of five tons per hectare

and two plgS Per family’and in addition to ricc had supplied

22 tons of pigs to the state in 1965.

It is a∴Chaming village’StreetS lined with coconut Palms’

every house with a garden of fruit trees’OrangeS’PaPaya, ba-

nana palms’trellises covered with vines of cucumbers∴and

squash, bright splashes of color everywhere from hibiscus’bou-
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gainvillea and o血er tropical flowers. The co-OP=chairman

Started rattling o儒the changes that had taken place in their

lives. Every house has its own cement.1ined well and double

brick-tOiIet system’eVery family ha§ tWO mOSquito nets and two

blankets’all adults have pullover§-Onlγ landlords and rich

Pea§antS had pullovers before, he reminded me-→VeryOne has

PrOPCr §Pring beds (no longer血e old bamboo ones), all the chil.

dren are in school, and so on. When he mentioned the brick

toilets and血e general cleanlines§・ I was suddenly struck by

§Omet蘭ng・

Thang Loi and other vanguard hamlets I had visited have

lost their smells. In visiting Vietnamese villages it was often

d脆cult for westemers to hide their discomfort at the evil, all-

pervading odors that came from open toilets’CeS§POOIs and血e

re§t. The bad smells have gone’Or are fa§t gOing forever’like

血e black lacquered teeth. And this is another of the revolution§

in the Vietnamese countryside. Dr. Pham Ngoc Thach’the ver.

Satile and energetic Minister of Public Health, known abroad

for his original work on tubercuIosis and at hone for the fact

that he is almast always in his laboratorie§ Or hospitals or check.

ing up on pubIic hea皿measures in the countryside, drove this

POint home when he e§COrted me to one of his model village§

not far from Hanoi.

At Quang An village Dr. Thach pointed with pride to the fact

that every home had its double-SyStem WC and its cement-1ined

WelIs’and that every inhabitant had complete vaccination or in-

OCuladon agalnSt Conmunicable diseases:
``WC’s, Wel]s, VaCCination,’’he said, ``these are the three best

皿eanS Of fighting against chemical and bacterioIogical warfare.,,

“Do you think it will come to that?’’I asked.

’`They are using chemical warfare on a large scale in血e

South’’’replied Dr. Thach言`including the poisoning of water

SuPPlies. We must prepare for the worst.,, The system of du-

Plicate, deep’brick-1ined toilets’each with a dose血ting cover,

Permitted rotation of use∴and retaining血e excreta in cach in

tum for three months before spreading it as the traditional fer-

tilizer in the fields. By this time harmful bacteria are ki11ed, and

Smells are abolished from the beginning. As for the individual

WClls’Dr. Thach estimated they would皿ake it much more dif・
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ficult for the Americans to wreak havoc by air-dropping poison.

Ou§ Chemicals into streams and other communal water supplies’

as has happened in Sou血Vietnam' Water reaching into the

Wells was su債ciently filtered through the surrounding earth to

elimina章e poisons. =We ought to `thank, the Americans for forc-

mg uS tO taCkle血is problem’,, said Dr. Thach. ``They have

Stimulated the peasants to complete in a few mon血s what

WOuld have taken us many years of stubbom propaganda cam・

Paigns o血e重高se・’’

Ano血er source of great pride in the sweet.smelling hamlet of

Thang Loi was the way in which school dispersal had been

handled. This was an obvious necessity. AIl §chooI buildings in

Thanh Hoa province and the other coastal province I visited,

together wi血all hospitals and sanatoria’ had either been

bombed to smithereens or had been evacuated in expectation

Of bombing. Any Iarge building of brick or stone in the coun.

tryside was an autonatic target for American pilot§, doubtless

reported back after the bombings as “banacks, m王litary ware-

houses’’’and so forth. In Thanh Hoa, Provincial au血orities had

a§ked householders to ``move cIoser together,, and free some

Of their houses a§ SchooI classrooms, Or COnCentrate the family

in血e kitchen for living quarters and leave the重eS‡ for class-

room§・ Especially血ose families whose homes were best pro-

tected from snooping pIane§ by trees were asked to give tem-

POrary Shelter until new classrooms. which would look as much

as po§SibIe like peasant huts’could be built. The population of

Thang Loi had certainly been obliging. And in some cases it

meant walls of home§ being cut away to provide more light’nOt

to mention having the garden dug up to provide communica-

tion trenche§ for血c kiddie§ tO ruSh to the comparative safety of

deep’ log-reinforced underground shelters. Communication

trenches started right alongside the desk§・ In general’Classrooms

at Thang Loi were indistinguishable from the peasants, house§

and it was only when one heard the chanting of lessons that one

knew where to Iook for fragments of an evacuated school.

Apart from the children recelVmg general education’60 aduIt

COOPerative members were attending specialized courses in agri・

Cultural technique・

Three children of coop mcmbers had graduated from univer一
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Sity’One aS an electrical engineer’血e two other§ aS agronOmists,

and all血ree were now back in the village.

The sharp・faced’energetic chaiman’rattling o紐all the bless・

ings of co-OPerative life’kept the best till the last: ・・Since Oc-

tober I965, We have combined with the two other hamlets that

make up the village of Xuan Tha血to fom a single big co-

aperative. It conbines 812 househoIds, With 3.700 inhabitants

and 230 hectare§ Of land. We have 800 draught animal§・ And we

Plan to produce the equivalent of ll.5 tons of rice per hectare

during 1966タaS Our cOntribution to the war again§t the Ameri-

Can aggre§SOr§.’’

“What does equivalent to rice mean?,,

``We calculate血ree tons of §Weet POtatOeS aS One ton of rice

and we aim to produce 22 tons of potatoes and four tons of rice

Per hectare. Crop prospect§ for血e fif血month show that it is

really possible:’

``How are you going to bring about such an increa§e?・・

He ticked o任on four fingers: ``Water, manure, indu§trious・

ness’Selected seed. Irrigation work has to be carried out ac・

COrding to a very strict agricultural caIendar; Seedlings have to

be planted out precisely on time regardless of enemy air ac-

tivitie§・ We wiIl §Pread ten tons of manure per hectare’mainly

SPeCially treated human excrement but also green stu任from the

POnds. Industriousness皿eanS Careful work in eliminating every

Weed, eSPeCially in血e paddy fields, and great attention to the

SeedIings before planting them out. A§ for seed seIection, We

have an expert selection board in the cooperative itselfタSuPer-

Vised by our own specialists who follow courses at a provincial

SChool for seed specialists.,,

As for labor problems: ``Every man between 18 and 40 is en-

roIled in血e `three-readies’movement (§ee Page 12). Our women

are enrolled in the `three-reSPOnSibiIities’movemen叫o replace

men at work’enCOurage husbands and sons to enlist in the

amed forces, look after the family]. Ninety per cent of our

young men joined in volunteer brigades for work projects or en-

1isted in the amy and it is our women folk who now represent

70 per cent of our labor force. Women do men’§ job§ and the

Older men have learned to do what was aIways a woman,s job,

Planting out the rice seedlings. It i§ Vitally important if you
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Want heavy crops that the §eedlings be planted out strictly on

time. So evcryone lends a hand even if it is dangerous or work

must continue day and night.’’

We tramped over the fields’admiring the sheer beauty of

Verdant fertility’Wherever one looked the endless fields of rice

-thick plants in geometric rows between which girl§・ ankle-deep

in mud’Were Wheeling new mechanical weeders. The row§ 1ead

Iike rays of green light east toward血e sea・ from which death

came so swiftly in the carrier.borne planes of the Seventh Fleet,

Prowling not so many milcs o任the coast. On血c higher land

leading toward血e powder・blue mountains of Laos’it was rows

of §Weet POtatOeS. Water gurgled away in cvery direction along

the irrigation channels. The special fragrance of growth and fer-

tility’Of a §Oil bursting wi血vitality’thrusting for血its riches

in reward for fai血f山§ervices rendered. The fields of potatoe§

StOPPed a few yards from a r亀ilway line. O紐to the north, a

solitary railway station had been blasted to bit§・ and two brick

houses nearby, PrObably for the §tation sta紐・ had also been re・

duced to rubble. The screamlng rOar Of jets coming from the

cIoud-tipped Laotian mountains血is time brought the self・de-

fense girls running to individual, COnCrete Cylinders embcdded

in the ground’from where they started aiming at血e planes in

case they came low. As it happened’they組ashed across the sky’

a pair of them’Well out of range; ``reconnaissance’,, the fam

manager said. As we left, Our jeep laden down with bananas’Pa-

PayaS’COCOnutS and lengths of §ugarCane’and two enomous

carp from the fish-breeding pond’the fam manager sald: “You

see, there’s a real revolution going on in血e countryside・ If the

Americans hadn’t started bombing us it would never have gone

so fast.・, One was reminded of the title of an article bγ the

British joumalist James Cameron after a vi§it to North Viet-

nam: ・・Every bomb on North Vietnam i§ a bonus for Ho Chi

Minh.・・ Almo§t CVery Vietnamese one met testified by living ex-

ample that this was so.

One of the aspects of the revolution in the countryside that

I was to learn of later, WaS demonstrated in Dr. Pham Ngoc

Thach,s pilot village of Quang An, near Hanoi・ Whcn we

arrived at the matemity clinic there’an e臆cienトIooking mid-

wife, With a mouthful of black, lacquered teeth’WaS glVmg
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§Ome Very reali§tic advice to a couple of young women regard-

ing the dassic westem gadgetry of birth control-family plan-

ning is the tem used in Vietnam. None of the three see皿ed

embarrassed in血e slighte§t at Our arrival during the explana・

tion. The midwife’Dr. Thach explained’WaS a traditional

PraCtitioner, One Of hundreds mobilized into the pub賞ic health

Service after an eighトmonths’course in modem hygiene. She

WaS PrOud to show us her gaily coIored chart of vital §tatistics.

In 1962 when family planning was first talked about, She de・

livered 136 babies to Quang An mothers; 82 the fo1lowing year,

73 for I964, 58 for 1965 and she estimated 48 for 1966. Even

after a 50-Per Cent drop in infant mortality, the increase of

births over dea血s had dropped from 3.46 per cent in 1962 to

I.67 per cent in 1965. This latter figure would be regarded a§

a satisfactory national level.

The high incidence of births in Vietnam has been a source of

O伍cial anxiety for year§ PaSt. In one Catholic ham]et I visited

in Hung Yen province in 1963, the average number of children

for each of almost 200 familie§ WaS eleven! But family planning

is very much in vogue in the villages today. After the revelation

in Quang An, PrOgreSS in this sphere was added to the list of

Standard questions I asked in every village and hamlet visited.

Later I was to see the results of some very interesting research

血at the indefatigab量e Dr. Thach has been pursuing in this field.

One of the most senseless examples of bombing I was to

COme aCrOSS in Thanh Hoa province was on the road to Sam

Son, a SeaSide resort where lot§ Of rest homes for workers have

been built up in recent years. A few miles before Sa皿Son it§elf,

there wa§ a fine Old People§ Home’half a dozen or §O red-tiled’

brick buildings. It had also been bombed to rubble in a series

Of raids in July 1965, and doubtles§ the destruction of another

“naval barracks’’was registered in the Pentagon records. If it is

true, aS rePOrted in the American press at the time, that Presi・

dcnt Johnson personally approved every target to be∴attaCked

in North Vietnam to insure that no civilian losses would be

incurred’One Can Only a§Sume that either the President had

Particularly bIoodthirsty moods or American inteIligence is piti・

fully inadequate. Between June 12 and August 22, 1965, eight
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major hospitals and sanatoria were attacked, many Of them re-

Peatedly’until in each case’CVery building was destroyed.

The attacks on the Quynh Lap leper sanatorium and research

Center Were Particularly scandalous. I` is di伍cult to find an

excuse for thi§, eVen if one accept§血at the US is justified in

any attacks at alI against the DRV with which it i§ nOt in a

State Of war. Dozens of ordinary publicity magazines and scien-

tific joumals in the DRV had published photograph§ Of the

big leprosorium §et Out amOng filao trees on血e coast, in Nghe

An province. At the time o重the first attack on June 12, there

Were OVer 2,000 lepers dispersed in sone 160 building§ Of the

SanatOrium; 139 0f them were killed and 80 §erious宣y wounded.

Every day for the following ten days, thc attacks were repeated,

SOmetimes §eVeral times a day, until virtua賞ly nothing was left.

Losse§ Were Particularly heavy because many of血e leper§ Were

cut down by machine-gun bullets as they tried to hobble and

CraWl to safety on stumps of ams and legs.

As血e attack continued day after day, Vietnamese cameramcn

Were able to get to the spot and shoot a horrifying documentary

film which shows white-Clad attendants wi血1epers §lung across

their shoulder§, Others on stretchers with bonbs expIoding all

around them; bodie§ blasted off the stretchers, attendants blown

off their feet, but recovering their charges and staggering on

through the bomb blasts to shelters among the rocks.

If the rubble of the Quynh Lap leper sanatorium and血e

Thanh Hoa TB hospital are symboIs of a ru血Iess and senseless’

to say the Ieast, uSe Of air powcrタthe 〃Ham Rong bridge across

the Ma river, at Thanh Hoa’is血e symboI of the e臆cient de-

fiance of the Vietnamese people.

At the time I last crossed it’at the beginning of March 1966,

it had withstood many hundreds of attacks; SOme 3’000-Odd

bombs had been hur賞ed against it and hundreds of rockets and

bull-PuP mi§§iles. It is a vital bridge, Carrying road and rail

tra鯖c on the main north.south communications route. Its de.

fenders claim they had downed 69 planes before the Americans

apparently decided to give up. At the time I left North Vietnam,

the bridge was still intact’With numerou§ battle §CarS On it§

girders and structural elcments’but trains and truck convoy§

still moved safely acro§S it. I interviewed Commander Denton’
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Of the US Navy’Shot down on his very fir§t mission over North

Vietnam while attacking thc Ha皿Rong bridge. He fell smack

into the Ma river. In the interview (Published in a later chapter)

he refuscd to say what he was attacking or where he fell. But

by chance I had earlier met one of his captors’Nguyen Thi

Hang,血e beautiful young wonan commander of a local self・

defcnse unit which had taken part in 30-Odd battles defending

the Ham Rong bridge. ``He threw away hi§ knife and pistoI

While he was still parachuting doun’,, said Nguyen Thi Hang

(Miss Moonlight), “`and he went into the river with his hands

up' We fished him out and tied him up.’’

At frrst when the word ``battle,, was cmpIoyed to describe an

air attack, I objccted: ``You mean air attack,’’I said. “No,’’

Came the reply, ``we con§ider such actions as battle§ between our

forces and theirs.’, And when I had the first detailed descrip-

tions of what went on and saw for myself the dispositions taken

and later saw a few action§,血en it was clear that ``battle’’is the

PreCisely correct tem. Every air attack is met with immediatc
and fierce resi§tanCe: Pilots are correct when they complain they

have to組y down through several levels of fire to get at their

targets. Which explains why they have never smashed the Ham

Rong bridge and dozens of other less important ones∴against

Which they have made scores of attacks.

Any important target is protected by heavy and medium anti-

aircraft guns. But if pilots come down low enough for precision

attacks’they run into a deadly curtain of small-amS fire from

hundreds’SOmetimes thousands of ri組es and light machinc guus

in the hands of workers’PeaSant§ and students’from the million

Or SO Vietnamese organized in self・defense unit§・ The dearest

desire of every one of the§e is to get an American aircraft in

the sights of his weapon. The enemy has been anonγmOuS for

too Iong・ Death has come from afar. There is a feeling of exulta・

tion when the chance comes to fight back. It has become a

nationwide duty to study plane §ilhouettes’tO memOrize char.

acteristics of speed and altitude; tO reCOgnize planes by their

sounds; tO know how many length§ ahead of a certain type one

must aim if it is in level創ght and at which point of the nose

to fire if it is dive-bombing.

Can small.ams fire be effective against America,§ SuPCrSOnic
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fighteトbombcr? One has only to visit the central plane `’ceme・

tery,, where a certain number of the downed planes have been

collected, and examine血e wreckage to know that the answer is

yes. Many of the wrecks are riddled with holes of various calibcr,
including ordinary rifle bullets. The curtain of small-amS fire

has two major advantages. First, it throws diving planes o儒their

course. At lcast that scems the only logical explanation for the

fact that 70 per cent of血e bombs aimed at the Ham Rong

bridge fell on the nearby hamlet of Van Phuc’which is now a

mass of cratered ruins, While血e bridge still stands. The attack.

ing pilot§, including one of America’§ greateSt aCeS and bridge

destruction experts’downed over the bridge’neVer held to their

dive§・ They were already pulling out of their dives to avoid the

deadly curtain of inter-WOVen Small-amS fire’When血ey re.

leased their bombs. Of those that held to their course, 69 ac.

cording to the defenders, figures went on down with their planes

or limped out of their dives to fall elsewhere. Only a fraction

of the pilots could cven use their parachutes. The other ad-

vantage of the massed sma量l-am§ fire i§ again§t Planes that

skim in from the §ea low over the fields for a sneak attack,

hoping to avoid radar detection and classic anti・aircraft fire.

The fact that tens of thousands of peasants and wo血ers are

pemanently at defense position§・ makes this very di臆cult. The

sheer volume of fire, COming from hands that do not tremble

and eyes unafraid to Iook planes straight in the face, force the

§neak-attaCkers to zoom up to heights where they havc to reckon

with medium and heavy anti-aircraft guns. The element of

SurPri§e is Iost.

In their attacks, the Americans are caught between variou§

contradictions. To bomb with preci§ion requires slow’PrOPe量ler・

driven planes, Which can tum in relatively tight circles and go

on down to place t.heir bombs-if not with the same precision

as the guenilla§ Can Plant their plastics’at least fairly precisely

on their target§・ But such plane§ are dream targets for the anti-

aircraft gunners and even North Vietnam,§ emb重γO air force. To

avoid the heavy losses they took in the first months of the air.

ground battle§, and even to avOid the handful of MIG・17’s

which the North Vietname§e Send up from time to time’the

Americans are forced to send their faste§t fighter-bombers. Flying
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high and fast over their targets, uSually in a single run, these

are incapable of precision bombing. They try and compen§ate

for this by dropping huge quantities of bombs indiscriminately

With the hope that the law of averages will come to their aid

and some will hit the target. The same is true of the B-52

bombers so far used against North Vietnam.

The first much publicized raid’=the biggest of the war’,, was

against the Mu Gia pass where Route No. 12 leads into Laos.

The pass and road were said to have been smothered with

bombs’artificial landslides provoked’the road put out of action.

Vietnamese on the spot told me that in fact lO9 bombs were

dropped o重which four fell on the road’the rest expIoding in

the jungle. The road was cleared wi血in a few hours, a fact the

Americans secm to have recognized only two week§ later when

they discovered the road was still functioning and bombed it

again, With the same negligible result8.

But what血e pilots miss with their bombs is certainly made

up for by the paper work of those who draft communiques. I

Wa astOnished to read an item in rhe Neひ　yo〈r厄　rime∫ Of

May 9’ 1966’quOting the American military spokesman in

Saigon as saying that all railroads and highways leading into

Hanoi had been cut and the capital was isolated: ``Most of血e

arterie§ Were Sliced in a series of air raids in mid-April’the

SPOkesman said, but what the military considered the final

import link’the highway and railroad§ ruming northeast to

Nanning, China was blocked yesterday (Sunday, May 8).’’

May 7 wa§・ in fact’the day I left Hanoi・ and I have no way

Of knowing whether a ``highway and railroad,, running nor血・

east to China was “blocked:’I have good reason to believe that

if it were ``bl∝ked,′ on Sunday it would have been =deblocked,,

by Monday. But as for the rest’between mid-April and the

early days of May’I was traveling almost dailγ in all directions

from 'Hanoi and all roads and railroads were functioning nor一

皿ally. There were∴a dozen or so other correspondents also

traveling around and I never heard of a single case of any
`’arteries., being ``sliced.,,

If American taxpayers could see the military re§ults of the

fabulous expenditure of their money by American air power in

North Vietnam they would be shocked to the core, at least to
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血eir p∝ketbooks’eVCn if they were not affected by the moral

aspects of it all. For expert American justification of General

Giap,s contcmptuous ``Nothing!,, there was an article in the

Apri1 5’1966・ number of Loo鳥magazine by Gencral Matthew

B・ Ridgeway who conmandcd the United Nation§ forces in Korca

and presumably knows his subject.
・`Korea,,, he writes, ``also taught that it is impassible to inter-

dict the supply routes of an A§ian amy by air power alone. We

had completc air mastery over North Korea・ and we 。obbered

Chinese supply columns unmercifully. Unque§tionably’We in-

flicted serious damage upon the Chinese and greatly compli-

cated their problems of reinforcemcnt and §uPPly" But we did

not halt their o紐ensive nor material量y diminish its strength.

The Chinese, like the Vietnamese’traVeled light’With each man

carrying his ammunition′ his food and his weapon on his

back…. In Korea, I saw whole sections of railroad bombed

into scrap iron by aircraft and yet血e enemy rebuilt the tracks

in a §ingle night and the trains ran the next daγ… ・ It is easy

for the civilian mind to be seduced with talk o重`easy’conquest

through air power. But血e crucial battles are still won by foot

soldiers….’’

As I was on the recelVmg end of US air powcr in Korea for

two years’traVeling up and down the main supply route which

led from Sinanju, On Korea,s Yalu river frontier with China,

down towards Kaesong-Pamunjom, at least 20 times while cov-

ering the Pamunjom cease-fire talks’I know that what General

Ridgway now discIoses is correct. Moreover・ the daily Air Force

com皿unlqueS On destruction of truck convoys wcre a SOurCe Of

hilarious amu§ement tO the Koreans and Chincse. Time and

again when血e Air Force 。aimed to have destroyed 300 or 400

trucks, nOt a Single vehicle was hit. During my 20-Odd night

rides over that route, I saw only a single truck hit and that

was on my frrst trip. Tra債c moved at night and although the

night bombers were always around’bombing and strafing at

something or other, they were useless. And having been on血e

recelVlng end of American air power in bo血Sou血and North

Vietnam, I can add my snort of ・・Nothing’・, as far as militarγ

results are∴COnCemed in Vietnam, tO that of General Giap and

it seems of General Ridgway also.
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Implicit admission of the failure of American air power to

disrupt communications was made by Defense Secretary McNa-

mara in giving the reasons for血e strikes against the fuel depots

in the Hanoi-Haiphong area§ at the end of June 1966. `’Enemy

truck movements to South Vietnam doubled during the first five

months of 1966 compared with the same period in 1965,’’he said.

“Further, the daily tonnage of §uPPlies moved overland has

increased I50 per cent’and per§Onnel in餌ration 120 per cent

during 1966, COmPared wi血1965 averages. This has led to a

greater reliance on pctroleum.’’This greatly increased north-

SOuth movement of supplies took place despite the I5 months of

day and night bombing of bridges and communications routes.

It seems predictable血at the bonbing of fuel depots will take

its routine place in the daily communiques’along with血e

bridge§ destroyed, the roads and railway lines cut. It may well

be that within a year of the strikes against the Hanoi-Haiphong

fuel depots, there will be an attempt to justify another mad

escalation e任ort by claiming that the movement of supplies has

doubled again as compared to 1966.

The absurdity of American daims was perhaps never better

illustrated than by President Johnson’s solemn announcement

that in that single, first raid on June 29, 1966, 57 per cent of

North Vietnam’s fuel reserves had been destroyed. By what fan-

tasies of American intelligence such a precise figure was arrived

at-When the pilots themselves statcd that smoke prevented

asse§Sment Of results-・・OOnly President Johnson could know. In

fact, the major part of North Vietnam’s fuel reserves, for many

month§ PreVious to the strikes’had been distributed throughout

the country, deep underground and well out of reach of Ameri-

Can bomb§ Or rOCkets. Attacks against　血e Hanoi・Haiphong

depots had been anticipated ever since the first bombings of血e

North took place in Fcbruary 1965.

If President Johnson and his Pentagon experts believe that

leaders as experienced as the North Victnamese would leave 57

Per Cent Of their fuel supplies in the exposed Hanoi-Haiphong
depots, they are making the same woeful miscalculation§ that

have marked every §tage Of their escalation policy"

Only seven weeks earlier’Pentagon and Saigon spoke§men

Were claiming that all road and rail links with Hanoi had been
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SeVCred. But in his pre§S COnference to justify血e raids against

Hanoi-Haiphong’McNamara had discovercd that ``the enemy’s

military effort is further attested to by his action to improve

infiltration-netWOrk routes. Some of these routes are new, SOme

have been upgraded for all-Weather truck use. By-PaSSCS have

been built and bamboo-trellised canopies have been rigged over

SOme jung量e road§ tO inhibit aerial observation.’’And as for

PreVious predictions lthat the air strikes in the North would
force the “Vietcong’’in the South to break up into smaller units

and go back to guerrilla warfare, McNamara said that ``as a

result of the greatly increased movement of men and supplies

by trucks and powered junks [the latter despite the presence of

血e mighty Seventh Fleet in Vietnamese waters] there has been

a shift fron a sma量l-amS guerrilla action to a qua§i-COnVentional

military operation invoIving major supplies, WeaPOn§ and heav-

ier equipment:’

It was not on]y on the military front血at血e American

bonbings proved ineffective. On the civilian front life and work

COntinued nomal. Despite the greatly stepped-uP raids during

May 1966, the spring harvest was reaped’tranSPOrted and stored’

deliveries to the §tate COmPleted strictly according to the planned

timetable.

General Ridgway, incidentally’in血e artide previou§ly cited

also touched on血e moral problem, quCStioning ``The increa§・

ingly significant ignoring by our planners of the consequences

of omitting the moral factor in considering the use of the im-

mense destructive capability which now exists in the world… ・’’

And’he adds’`・It is my firm belief that there is nothing in the

present situation or in our code that requlreS uS to bomb a

small Asian nation ・back into the Stone Age’‥ ・. There must

be some moral limit to the means we use to achieve victory.’’

The Vietnamese would certainly question that American air

power could ever `・achieve victory’'′ but General Ridgway de・

serves credit for having touched on the moral aspects of a situa・

tion in which the mightiest industrial and military power in

the world u§e§ its destructive power against a small′ POOr and

technically backward country like Vietnam.



Cんのpfe「 2

AT AIR　しEV乱

What do the American pilots血ink about this? I had fairly

Iong talks with some of them, after they were shot down, and in

three cases I recorded verbatim the text of our conversation§.

Shom of their wings’down on the ground and prisoners wi血

a very uncertain future, they are obviou§ly not in a veIγ happy

fra血e of mind. But neither are they言t §eemS, Very happy at

血eir bases or aircraft carriers. Franeoi§ Sully, for instance, Writ-

ing from the aircraft carrier Ki華y Ha雄in Neα胸ee鳥, February

重4, 1966, relate§血at:

’’Despite this justifiable pride in a dangerous assignment,

many of the Navy pilots were visibly reluctant to be interviewed

by visiting newsmen. When pressed for an explanation, they

COn五ded that they fcared such pubIicity might lead to harass・

ment against their families by anti・War Organizations in the

U.S. Admitted one pre§S-Shy Navy commander: `Our biggest

morale problem aboard血i§ Ship i§ Crank mail’mud letter§ and

血rcatening phone calls to fliers’wives’Parents Or relatives at

ho皿e.’

``And §ignificantly, eVery time a. correspondent tried to ap-

Proach a pilot’the chief infomation o航cer of the K初γ Ha融

quickly interjected: ’Wouldn’t you rather not have your name

Publi§hed or pICture taken?, As a result a visitor was left with

the odd impression that these tough’PrOfes§ional Navy men

WerC mOre tCrrified by the thought of retribution from Stateside

Vietniks than from the guns of the Communist enemy.’’

As a war corre§POndent covering血e Pacific in World War II・

I spent a lot of time aboard American aircraft carriers and’a.§

a non-COmbatant observer, I flew on several combat missions.

There were no problems of morale tho§e days. On the contrary.

I §aW Pilots take o任in the Battle of the Philippine Sea on

missions against the Japanese組eet, at eXtreme∴range, knowing

there was at least an even chance that they would not make it

back to the∴Carriers. And on one occasion I saw them come
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back, at dusk, fuel tank§ eXhausted, in such a hcavy fog that

tuming血e carricrs into血e wind to receive血e plane§ WaS a

cumbersome, hazardous bu§iness and血e landing of thc planes

even皿Ore SO. We watched the red and green wing"tip lights of

a dozen or more plane§ CircIe and cirde around the mother

ships as the latter fought to get into the wind’SaW血em come

lower and lowcr until they disappeared into the sea. From the

pilots who were picked up’neVer a COmPlaint; nOr from those

who took o楢next moming on similar mi§§ions. Their reward

was血e destruction of the major part of the Japanese Navy.

Pilots those days were only too happy to talk to joumalists;

only too happy to have their name§ and photos and expIoits

publi§hed’eSPeCia11y in血e home-tOWn PreSS. Why the di龍rcnce

today? It is obvious that those who think at all are ashamed of

the role they and their country are playing.

Femand Gigon, the Swiss joumalist, in his book Z‘e5 4朋轟-

cai郷Foce A.w yieきcong (Flammarion, Paris, 1965; PageS 15l-52)

relates one hushed-uP aSPeCt Of the rebellious fra皿e Of mind of

at least some of the pilots and the fears of their superiors that

this might become contagious. He∴SPeaks of the §CruPles o重

some of the o鯖cers at the destruction of village§, rice∴CrOPS,

and human beings bumed to cinders: `` `This is no Ionger war’’

say those o航cers with scruples’`it’s genocide., Extreme moral

confusion and religious convictions lead them to血e verge of

revolt. They demand that血eir superior o飯cers release them

from their engagement. Headquarters, taken by surprise by

these objectors, reminds them of their contracts and血cir duties

as volunteers. It acknowledges’however’nOt the moral reasons

that prompt them (the pilots) to renounce血eir pledges, but

the technical factors that could tum them into poor marksmen’

inefheient pilots and’finally’bad Americans. From the strictly

military viewpoint the§e CaSeS border on treason.

“Headquarters makes血ese conscientious objectors §ign a

new declaration’aCCOrding to the tems of which the pilots

pledge that on their return to the USA they will neither di-

vulge the reasons for their quitting’nOr any SCeneS Of which

they have bcen witness, nOr any infomation that cven remotely

concerns the war. Then wi[hout any fuss the o航cer i§ imme-

diately stripped of hi§ rank and his military privileges are taken
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away. He returns to his country more alone than if he were in

血e middle of the desert. Some tum up in p§ychiatric clinics.

“Many others, Who do not have the courage to break their

COntraCts, COunt the days to their relea§e. For血em D-Day is

the day of their liberation’that is to say 365 days after they ,

Signed up. Unless, Of course, the Scnate decide§ Otherwise.’’

The first of the pilots with whon I had a formal interview was

Lt.{ommander Arthur Vohden’Of the US Navy, an OPerationき

O鯖cer from the aircraft carrier Ha”COC鼻who was flying an

A4D-1 bomber when he wa§ Shot down・ Thirty"Six year§ Of age’

tal]’§lim and blond’his leg was in a plaster cast紅on a serious

mJury’requiring bone graft§, When he cra§hed down on a pile

Of rocks. He was dressed in khaki trousers and a blue pu量lover’

e§COrted by an amed Vietname§e NCO to血e room where the

interview was to take place. After introductions and my asking

him if he had any objections to being interviewed, he to重d me

he was shot down on Apri1 3’1965’While on a bombing mis_

Sion’Probably by §mall-amS fire. Hi§ target WaS the Do Len

bridge in Thanh Hoa province (a bridge that was still intact

in May 1966, mOre血an a year later). This was hi§ fourth

bombing mission. He was captured within five minutes after

landing on a pile of rocks.
“I noticed my leg hanging down’,, he said. ``It was on a hill,

a hill probably 200 feet high. Two Vietnamese men came at

me. They had large knives. They pointed them at my neck.

Of course’they immediately saw my foot. They realized thcre

Wa§ nOthing I could do.’’

“Why do you瓜ink they pointed at your neck?,, I asked.

``I血ink it wa§ tO indicate that I was their captive:,

`’Many more Victnamesc people came’,, Vohden continued.

`They carried me down to the bottom of the hill. They used

Sticks. They put sticks under my back and under my legs and

under here (indicating his buttocks). There must have been

about ten of them. They carried me down to the bottom of

thehiu. ●

``After that I lay at the bottom of the hiIl’I guess for about

an hour. Then more peop量e gathered around・ They looked at

me. Some of them appeared to be very angry. Several spat at

me. An eIderly man appeared・ I thought he had a gun, he

A書Aj「 leYeI　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　33

pointed it at me. I could see how the crowd wa§ eXCited. Then

a younger man came up. I could hear them talking’arguing.

Apparently he stopped whatever might have happened.
``After血at I wa§ Carricd about 300 yards to a small hut.

There some Vietnamese put a splint on my leg. I was心ere for

about one and a half hours. Then I wa§ taken on a stretcher,

I gues§ about 200 to 300 yards. People wcre lined up alongside

血e road. I was put in a truck’血en taken I don’t know where.

It was getting dark. I was tied down to the strctcher and the

stretcher was wired to the truck. Wc drovc I guess another 15

or 20 minutes. I was taken out of the truck and carried on the

stretcher with torches on either §ide. I was carried up a hill

again, lined with what appearcd to be hundred§ of people. They

appeared to bc quite angry again. Then I was put on a truck

again and taken to what looked like a barrack8・ After I was

there for a short time, a Vietnamese man came in. He told me

he was a medical doctor. I could undcrstand that and血c word

・Operation’. Shortlγ a書tcr that he put me on a table. Then血ey

gave me ether‥ ∴’
``Have you had medical treatment since?’’

“Yes, Sir. I had another operation on May ll and血at’s when

they cut a piece of bone out.’’

“`What about food?’’

・・The food is adequate to sustain life. Wc havc a small portion

of meat and spinach and cabbage, Small portio購of this. A

small loaf of bread wi血every meal and water.’’

・・'Have you been able to co皿皿unicate wi血your familγ at

all亨,,

=Yes, Sir. I have written to皿y Wife once.’’

``Have you had a reply?’’

“Yes, Sir. I received two letter$虹om my wife.’’

=Well, What do you feel now about thc war in general? There

is’Of course, §Omething that troubles most correspondents who

come to visit this place. There is an enomous amount Of de・

struction of hospitals’SChooIs, SanatOria and so forth. I served

on several US aircraft carriers as a war correspondent in the

war against Japan. I remember the tangets were verγ SPeCific.

Here, tO Say the very lcast”Ou have been very careless about

targets?’’
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``This・ I don,t know sir. I was §hot down on Apri1 3, and

血ere had been very few bombing missions at that time. Since

血at time’I can,t say. I,ve only heard what the radio say§・ I

WOuld say that I don,t think any of this is planned. In fact I,m

Sure it’s not. I don’t know whether it is happening.・・

``Of cour§e’it is happening. Some of the worst of it, it,s true,

did happen after you were shot down. But there has been

tremendous destruction. It is di組cult for us joumalists to un_

derstand’because you fly reconnai§SanCe missions and there,s

no excuse for `mistaken, targets. What is your status here’yOur

legal status?’’

’`I don’t know. We are told血at we are war criminal§. That・§

What we are told.,,

On that note our conversation ended.

Very different to the rather woe-begone’taCitum Lt.-Con-

mander Vohden was 44vyeanold Major hwrence Guarino of

the 44th Squadron’I8th Wing of the US Air Force. Although

Guarino did not admit it’hi§ CaPtOrs knew from his documcnts

and flight maps血at he was §tationed at Korat in Thailand and

it was fro皿the US air base there that he had taken off for hi§

bombing mission§・ M坤Or Guarino, a Short, Smiling man, Wa§

Very much at his ease and had no objection to taking part in a

創med’recorded TV interview. He wa§ dressed like Vohden in

khaki trousers and blue pullover. He was §hot down on June

14’1965’While on a bombing mission in Son La province・ Thi§

WaS his seventh mission.
“How were you shot down?,, I asked.

``Well・ it was a very bad day. The weather was very low. The

target WaS Very heavily defended. As I ro11ed in to dive’many

guns fired at me. I knew I was going to be hit and I was. I was

hit very’badIy, quite a number of time§.”

“Have you had WorId War II experience? Or Korea?′タ

“Yes, World War H・ In Southern Europe’Italy. Then China.,・

``How did the anti-aircraft fire here conpare with that in

World War II?,,
`’I think this fire is about as rough as you could find any.

Where.,,
’`How Iong after you were shot down were you captured?・,

“Oh’just a matter of minutes. Perhaps 15 or 20.,,
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``Your plane wa§ hit while you were still in your dive?,,

=Yes’Sir. All the way in the divc. And again as I pulled

away from the target I received a very bad hit from an expIo・

sive shell and the aircraft went out of control. At that air speed

I was able to fly away from the immediate tanget. perhaps lO

or 20 mile§ before I had to leave the aircraft:,

“Were you captured by militia or the local population?’’

``Both militia and local peop重e.’’

``How has the treatment been §ince capture?’’

``Alright, Very decent. The food ha§ been adequate.’’

``One of the big questions for us all in血e West is what do

you think of this war?’’
``Of course you get ano血er view when you,re insidc’looking

at it from there. I,ve prayed many times that bo血sides, Or aS

many side§ aS are interested in it, Will come to sonre reasonable

solution in the very near future:’

“As joumalists, We’ve been given facilities by the au血orities

to travel around-the destruction of non-military targets is very

impressive. Hospitals’SChooIs, SanatOria. I served with §Ome Of

your people’Air Force and carrier-bome planes, in World

War II. The bombing was strictly military. But血is time’a

great deal of it is non-military. How do you feel about this?
How does one explain it?’’

・・Well, if this is true-and you say you,ve seen it-then I’m

sure that the pilots certainly believe that血e target§ are military.

Any military infomation that is given’Photos if any’Certainly

show that血e targets are military. From what rve read′ declara-

tions by our President’the targets are certainly not people. If

what you §ay is true, then it is really by accident. I can’t imagine

an American pilot attacking a village or a hospital.’’

…There・s no state of war between the USA and North Viet-

nam. There,s been no declaration of war. There’§血e question

of how you feel about taking part in thi§ SOrt Of action?’’

・・Of course I・m not taking much of a part any mOre. But

you・ve heard the old saying: ・Ours is not to reason Why. Ours

is but to do and die.・ And we hope and pray血at our military

and our leaders are doing the right thing・ that the Pre§ident

and the people backing him are on the right rood. We are

directed and ordered to組y missions and don,t question this.
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We do our duty. That’s the position of any Air Force pilot.・・

``How were you treated from the moment of capture?・・

``The people were very decent・ Much like people in any

COuntry’in fact. It certainly §truCk me that they were well

briefed and knew exactly what to do when血ey encountered

an enemy pilot. I was tied up very securcly. I was given water

and rice and given very decent treatment.・,

“What is your §tatuS? I mean in view of the fact that血ere

is no state of war’nO declaration of war? How do you con§ider

your status hcre? And how do血e authoritie§ COnSider your

S書a書u8)’’

`’Well, Sir’PeOPle here feel血at inasmuch as we have attacked

tarI郎Within this country and as there is no state of war, they

feel our acts again§t血cm are criminal and we are considered

as war criminals. However, We don,t consider ourselves to be

Criminals. Obviously’We COnSider ourselves to be prisoners of

War. HoweveL I’m afraid we are not in much of a position to

make a decision on thi§.′,

``Have you been able to have any news of your fa皿ily?・,

’`Yes, Sir. A§ a matter of fact I reccived two letters. One

Written November l’血e other on March 2. I・ve been able to

answer both.’’

’`March 2 of血is year?,,

``Yes’I’ve been a pri§Oner OVer ll mon血s.,,

’’How do you fee] about the fact that you are taking part in

attacking the territory of a country with which your country is

not really at war?′,

``I don’t know why they don,t consider themselves as being

at war because血ey certainly are. This scems to me to be only

a technicality. I certainIγ conSider that I was at war. I certainly

felt that as part o白he US Air Force’I was attacking cnemy

tenitory. The血ought never entered my mind that I wa§ a

Criminal. I血ought I was just canγing out the orders of my

SuPeriors and I §till feel that way. I believe that. I don,t think

any of us or our people back home wi11 understand why we

Should be considered as criminals regardless of whethcr there

is a fomal dedaration of war, Which as I see it, SeemS tO be

jus書a technicality.’’

At this point I mentioned the Nurembeng verdicts,血e fact
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血at aggression was listed as a crime and that the plea ``I only

carried out血e order§ Of my superiors’’wa§ rejected as a valid

argument for the defense. And with Gigon,3 interesting revela.

tions in mind’I a§ked: =I wonder what your fcllow-Pilots’yOur

colleagucs felt about this? Didn’t they evcr query as to whether

there wa§ §Ome血ing wrong abou=he§e missions?,′

``Well, Sir, I wouldn’t say §O. I’m sure they felt they were

attacking only military targets.’’

``There have been several westem oorre§POndents here,’’I

pointed out. ``Everyone i§ aPPallcd at the destruction of non-

military targets. Quite big hospitals and sanatoria have been

bombed time and again, until there is just nothing left. The

big leper hospital for in§tanCe WaS bombed ll or 12 dmes

Within as many day§・’’

=Isn’t it obviou§,,, Guarino replied, ``血at no American pilot

would attack a hospital if he had the slightest idca that that is

what it was? I would say血at if so that must be∴a Very graVC

error in the intelligence service. I,m convinced that they couldn’t

repeatedly attack areas like that unless they were sure it was a

military target. What・s to be gained by bombing a hospital?’’

・・But isn・t there血is question?,, I interposed. ``Do pilot§ have

the right to question the target at all? You are given a target’

you are glVen a Photo. Suppose you §ay: ’Well it seems to me

that’s not an and-aircraft position’nOt a bridge, nOt a barracks.

That looks to me like a civilian target., Do you have the right

to question the mis§ion?’’

・・You certainly have the right to inquire what a target is’,,

he replied. ・・If you have a photo you can certainly spot anti-

aircraft pasitions. But I say a pilot would not attack a hospital.

Therc must be a gross error if this is §0.’’

I told him again of the destruction of hospitals and schooIs’

the ruin§ Of which I had seen∴・I・d say that on the coa§tal areas,

everything血at was built in brick or stone, built up by thc

people here since血e war against the French一一rf all this’nOth-

ing is left. This is the inescapable opinion of a11 who have

visited these areas. This is what bothers us. But you think al]

this must be by mistake?,,
``Oh, Certainly, Sir. The pilots just would not do it if thcy

had the slightest idea that anything like that was happenlng.
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As I said’On Our Side of it’We like to think that our people

are very competent also and no senior o億ccr or conmander

thinks of anything else than hitting military targets. There’s

no reason for it.’’

``Suppose a `mistake’is made, does someone get punished

for it? I mean `mistake’in inverted commas. A hospital has

been bombed. Doe§ the pilot get blamed? Or the operation§’

O鯖cer? The intelligence o鯖cer or the commanding o鯖cer?’’

“No’Sir. It has nothing to do with what they call the delivery

WeaPOnS agenCy. The lower unit ha§ nOthing to do with it be.

CauSe they didn’t select the target anyway. These things are

hashed out at a higher level. It certainly has nothing to do

With u§.’’

``How do you see your future hereソ’

“I certainly hope血at in the future’the people invoIved will

WOrk out a peaceful and reasonable solution. Of course, I as a

Prisoner an not in a position to do any血ing but pray for a

quick solution.’’
“What sort of food do you get?’’

``We get bread wi血every皿eal; §OuP With green§ and vegeta-

ble§・ POtatOCS and a s皿all meat dish-that,s the standard type

mea量.,’

``Anything special for Christmas?’’

’’At Chri§tma§ I was abIe to see a Vietnamese Catholic priest.

He spoke French and Latin, but I was abIe to speak to him

through an English-1anguage interpreter’and have a long chat.

I’m a Catholic. Christmas dinner was excellent. We had §Ome

turkey. For血e Vietnamese New Year they a量so laid on a §PeCial

皿eal.’’

And Major Guarino, Still smiling, WaS eSCOrted away by his

amed guard.

TV viewers all over the world, including血e United States’

SaW and heard the interviews with Vohden and Guarino. For

Prisoners of 13 and 11 mon血s respectively,血ere is no question

but that they were in good physical and mentaI condition・ By

their frank defense of血eir own country,s position’their denial

Of the bombing of hospitals and schooIs’it was∴Clear that they

Were nOt under the in組uence of any “brain・WaShing.’’The TV

Viewers∴COuld themselves compare the appearance of these two
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Officers’and its implications’Wi血what血ey saw on their TV

SCreenS Of血e barbarous trcatmcnt of “Vietcong,, prisoners in

心e South at the hands of A皿erican and South Vietna皿eSe

tr○○PS・

Mention by crack pilots Vohden and Guarino of captors with

knives and sword§ reminded皿e Of one of血e most bizarre, but

deeply symbolic, SCeneS I witnessed during my visits to the

Nor血・ A pr∝eSSion of rubber-tired ox-Cart§ Winded its way

along a road. Undemeath the leafy camouflage, Were the rem-

nants of a supersonic F-105 fighter-bomber. Robust peasant girls

escorted the little convoy, rifles §lung behind血em. Following

the last cart, a tall, White-bearded old peasant carried血e type

Of spear his ancestors used to repel the Mongol§・ The convoy

WaS On its way to deposit one more exhibit at the central plane

Ce皿e亡Cry・

The scene symbolized for me not on賃y血e terribly unequal

COmbat but also the confrontation between technique and mo_

rale’between men and machines. How many of America’s highly

trained’tOP・併ght pilots have ended血eir careers’after a few

missions over North Vietnam’With knives or spears at their

throats! Their’s is as ignominious an end to a career as that of

the Phantons and Thunderchiefs, and other fine creations of

the US aircraft industry, tOSSed aside on village scrapheaps for

PeaSantS tO Cone and spit at・

Commander Jeremiah Denton of the US Navy, mentioned

earlier as having been downed over血e Ham Rong bridge’WaS

a di任erent type than the previous two pilots questioned. Big’

tough and somber’he §eemed very sure of the righteousness of

the course he and his country were pursuing・ the ``cause’’they

Were defending. As a senior o臆cer, it was dear that he identi-

fied himself completely with Pentagon policies..His only regret

§eemed to be血at US air power was not being used to its full

CaPaCity, Or at least not up to the time he was shot down.

He was shot down on July I8, 1965, by ground fire’On his

first bombing mission. Hi§ Parachute pack was hit and he came

down hard’in a river. Immediately’PeOPle came in boat§・

hooked on to his raft and towed him to the shore, Where there

Were others with rifle§.
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“What is your actual status now?’’I asked.

’`I’m a captive of the Democradc Republic of Vietnam...

`.How i§ the treatment?,,

“The food is adequate. CIothing is provided. (He wore a light,

khaki unifom’CIose buttoned at the neck, With a number

Printed in black on血c tunic.) They takc care of any §erious

Prob霊e皿§. ’’
“What do you mean by §erious problems?,,

’`If you get sick, yOu get medicine:,

``What do you think of the situation’nOW yOu,ve been cap-

tured for around 10 months?,,
“I hope God,s will will be done and I fully §uPPOrt my

Government in whatever血ey do.・・

“About your legal statu§: In view of the fact that there is no

State Of war, has this que§tion been raised?,,

‘`They have raised many, many times the question of legal

Status. I am not con§idered a prisoner of war・,,

``What do you血ink yourself, in view of the fact血at there

is no state of war, that there ha§ been no declaration of war?・,

``I’m in their hands" According to my knowledge there has

been no declaration of war during the past 20 years. In other

CaSeS Prisoners have received POW treatment. rm not receiving

that kind of treatment.,,
`’What do you yourself feel about this?,,

``I don’t see anything wrong from the US point of view・ If

there had been a dedaration of war, the US would have handled

this situation much more severely than what we have tried to

∽nγ Ou亡・’’

“A§ a COrreSPOndent’I have §een that many hospitals’Sana・

toria, SChooIs, etC. have been destroyed. How do you feel about

that〕,,

“I know nothing of that type of destruction. At the time I

WaS free’bombing was restricted to皿ilitary targets. That,s all

工can say・,,

``All those of us who have visited the North have seen many

nonmilitary targets destroyed. There,s no question about this.・・

``Certainly not to my knowledge.’,

`’Attacking a country without a declaration of war seems∴a
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VeIγ Seriou§ business. Did you and your colleagues not rai§e

this point?’’

``As I said’during the past 20 years there have been no

declarations of war. In Korea there was not. At Suez血ere was

not. In this case there were plenty of wamings. No underhand

method§. No sneak attack.,,

`’Apart from血e question of the legality or o血erwise of at-

tacking an independent country-and a number of your Senators

are worried about this-血ere is血is question of attacking non-

皿ilitary亡a喝ctS・’’

``To my knowledge targets were very strictly limited’tO bridge§

and road§, Others like that. Pre§ident John§On 8aid that wc,re

not there to try and kill Vietnamese people, Only to attack §teel

and concrete.’,

`’There’§ tOO muCh evidence to the contrary. Gigon’the Swiss

joumalist, has written a book in which he says血at some flyers

refused mi§Sions becau§e Of thi§・ They were eventually dis-

Charged on condition-they had to §ign a d∝ument-that they

did not reveal the reason for their discharge or dre atmoaphere

aboard their carriers. Did you hear anything of血is?,′

`’I never heard of anything like血i§・ I can,t believe it hap-

Pened in my unit. I consider we are engagやd in a re§trained

action so far. Under present conditions I mu§t COntinue to

§uPPOrt Our aCtion.’’

``Have you a family? And if so have you had any contact?’’

``Yes, I have a wife and seven children. I have written one

Ietter and I have received two replies.’’

“`How has treatment been in relation to what you expected?

I assume you all have briefings as to approximately how you

WiIl be treated. How does reality compare with the briefings?,,
``Until recently, about what I expected. I am not accorded

the status of POW. They had been §aying that we would not

be accorded status of POW.,,
``I do not think血ey were saying that at the time you were

Shot down. This policy wa§ annOunCed much later.’’

``Yes, they had been saymg We WOuld get `good treatment

as they were humanitarians’’but血at we would not be con-

Sidered as POW’s..’

``How is the food?’’
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“We get a soup which is quite nourishing. We have side

dishes, uSually vegetablcs with some meat. We get bread, French-

type bread, gOOd bread. For that `Vit’e Ja Fmnce.’’’

And the nearest approach to a smile spread over Commander

Denton’s face at血e thought of the good French bread. Our con-

VerSation ended at that. The Commander was so sure his coun.

try was right and he was right and God was right and on his

Side. And that血e US Air Force言n fact, Should be punishing

North Vietnam more severely. Wi血all three pilots血ere was

the ``Quiet American’’sort of moraI conviction that any血ing

their country was doing’induding bloody murder’WaS right

and proper and theirs `●no=o question why;’as Major Guarino

had put it.

It will be recalled血at Major Guarino’s documents §howed

that his bo皿bing mission originated at the US air base at Korat

in Thailand. Another captured pilot, Lt.-CoIonel Robinson

Risner, a VCteran Of the Korean war and an experienced Ameri・

Can aCe, WaS Shot down on the皿Oming of September 16, 1965,

While attacking the Thanh Rong bridge. Commander of Tac・

tical Squadron 67 of the 18血Tactical Wing, he himself admit-

ted that he had also taken o任from Korat in Thailand. The

Same admission was made by Captain Charles Boyd’Who was

CaPtured when his F_105 was §hot down while in North Vietnam

On Apri1 23タ1966. Here is concrete evidcnce言f more is nceded,

that Thailand is engaged in acts of war against the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam. Under intemationa=aw’lending one’s

bases to a血ird country for aggression agamSt a neighbor is a

Clear ``act of war.,, If it chooses, North Vietnam has every Iegal

right to invade Thailand and ∝CuPy Or destroy the bases from

Which ``acts of warタ, are launched against it’Or Call upon an a11y

to do so. Evidence is also on hand that air bases in Laos are

being used for a §imilar purpo§e, and it is no secret that US

Planes based in Thailand attack dai量y that portion of Laos

Which is controlled by the Pathet Lao. The govemment of

North Vietnam has given a number of wamings to Thailand as

to the eventual consequences.

Toward血e end of Apri1 1966,血ere was considerable excite.

ment all over North Vietnam as the §COreboards for planes shot

down’§et uP in public places in every town and village, CrePt
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up toward the l’000-mark. There was intense competition be-

tween provinces and batteries’eVen between the anti-aircraft

gunners and MIG fighters’for the glory of bringing down the

l,000th plane. If the Americans noted unusual activity by the

handful of MIG,§ Of North Vietnam’s infant air force around

that time’the competition for the l’000th plane was at least

one of the reasons. Mock targets were built, decoys were set all

over the place to attract planes toward this or that battery’dis・

trict or province. Isolated MIG-17’s tried to lure Phantoms in

pursuit to give血e few MIG_2l,s the chance of a ``kill.’’As it

happened’the l’000th plane was knocked down by ground fire

in Tay Nguyen province’the veteran revolutionary ba§e Of the

first resistance war against the French.

On the question of the numbers of planes shot down’I found

that among the foreign community in Hanoi’mainly dipIomats

and journalists, While not all conceded血at Hanoi’s claims were

completely correct’they were unanimous that血e Hanoi figures

were much doser to the tru血than those put out by the Ameri・

cans. Authorities with whom I discussed the matter insisted that

their figures were minimal and actua=osses are higher than the

l,020_Odd 。aimed by the time I wa§ leaving Hanoi. A personal

directive from President Ho Chi Minh laid it down that in

order to maintain the confidence that the public has in its gov-

emment’figures of planes shot down must be strictly accurate.

No plane could be considered downed’Or in。uded in the day’s

total, unless the wreckage had been located and =hands laid

I was told that in the carly days of血e fierce assaults against

bridges’rePOrtS from血e various provinces one day showed 14

planes downed. The High Command was claiming ll’but by

the time the communique was to be prepared for the moming

press, ・・hands had not been laid・・ on a single wreckage. Accord-

1ng tO the very strict regulations none could be claimed. The

responsible o鯖cer telephoned President Ho’eXPlaining that to

say no planes were downed when various batteries knew they

had shot down a plane would also be a blow to confidence in

the government. President Ho replied:高You can Publish one

plane downed.・, While the communique was being prepared’a

UPI despatch from Saigon admittcd that four had been
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downed. Another telephone call to Pre§ident Ho; he agreed血at

four could be daimed. As the communique was being adju§ted, a

Washington announcement came in admitting that eight had

been lost. President Ho said: ``In that case I’ll give you six.,,

This was thc figure published and next day Washington scalcd

its figure down to six.

If the wreckage is not found wi心in two days’the plane is not

daimed and claims are only allowed for planes血at crash on

血e tenitory of the DRV or wi血in territorial waters so that the

丘shemen can bring in some remnants. ``We know血ere are 88

Wrecks around the base at Danang in the South;’an o債cer who

PrePareS the communiques told me. ``These arc planes that were
hit and did not make it back to their carriers:’

I a§ked whether any system had been detected by whidl the

Americans announced or did not announce their Io§Se§ and I

WaS tOld that it had been noted that if a plane was downed and

血e pilot parachuted out, the loss would not be announced if

the Americans thought there wa§ any Chance of re§Cuing the

PiIot. Later they would announce the los§ if it were an im-

POrtant Pilot, a major or above, but if he were ``small fry’’the

loss would not be announced. A量so they usually announced

losses of planes that crashed into血e sea if血ey succeeded in

Picking up the pilot. It is significant血at the Americans report

almost a§ many Pilots =believed captured,タas they admit planes

downed, Whereas in fact the va§t majority of planes were shot

down in dive-bombing raids in which the pilots crashed with

their planes.

A§ We Were about to set out and釦m scenes of a ``quiet Sun-

day aftemoon in Hanoi,,-it was April 17-there were violent

CXPIosions that made the hotel windows shudder, and then the

incredible roar of jets, SuCh as one was used to in the provinces

but not in Hanoi・ Within split seconds, girls with red am bands

had rushed into血e room to dose windows and try and per葛

Suade us to go down into血e shelter§・ It was the first raid on the

CaPital’s outskirts. No alert had been sounded’but the expIosion

Of bombs and heavy anti・aircraft guns continued.

I watched the people in the §treet§・ They hurried, ran in fact,

mothers with babe§ in their ams’but there was no panic’nO

COnfusion. I never heard a single shout or wail. Within a flash
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everyone was out of sight, eXCePt a few laggards in the self-de-

fense units, belatedly rushing to their gun positions. The red

flag of danger had been hoisted on an adjacent bank building.

on many roofs surrounding the hotel・ I noticed barrels of anti-

aircraft batteries pointed §kyward, the binoculars of the look-

outs pointed in the same direction as血e gun§・ As usual it was

over within §eCOnds. The bomb§ fell near an agricultural in-

stitute in the outskirts, tWO little girls playing on a sandheap

were killed by a r∝ket. Because of the dense anti・aircraft fire

the pilots had not prcssed their attacks at whatever were their

rea量targets・ But i§ WaS a Waming.

Much of Hanoi had been evacuated at血e end of 1965’but as

no raids took place’PeOPle started餌ering back in the first

months of 1966. After the Sunday raid’eVaCuation §tarted in

eamest again, eSPeCially as three days earlier jet bombers had

taken a run down the皿ain street of the textile town of Nam

Dinh, ki11ing over 100 people and wounding hundred§ mOre.

After the first heavy attacks against the big tcxtile plant,血e

main industry in Nam Dinh’the population of 9執)00 had been

cut back to 35,000. But as always happen§・ PeOPle tend to drift

back and casualties in the Apri=4 raid were needle§Sly high.

At the same time as Hanoi・s outskirts werc bombed for the first

time, thc town of Phu Ly’50皿iles southwest of Hanoi, WaS al§O

bombed. A few days latcr’it was血e outskirts of Haiphong.

A new stage of ・・escalation・, had been reached. The following

sunday, Apri1 24’at 6 p.M.’just as peOPle were coming out of

church at Phat Diem, the main Catholic center in North Vieト

nam, the bombers skimmed in low over the sea and made a

devastating sneak attack. One church was completcly destroyed.

Manγ Of those hastening out of it’eSPeCially women and chil-

dren, Were ki11ed. Phat Diem is known for血ree things: It is an

important fishing centcr; it has thc largest Catholic Cathedral

in North Vietnam, and it is a famous center for ruSh mats’bas-

kets and all sorts of woven handicrafts. I had visited it several

times in 1955-57 and again in late February 1966. It was one of

those touns where changes had been most marked, rOWS Of new

brick houses, many neW bridges over the river that ran Parallel

with the main street. Old acquaintances pressed forward to tell

me how life had praspered in recent years’With the fish catch
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much heavier and better marketing for their handicraft arti。es,

and with all the children at school. I was taken to see the im-

PrOVed fishing boats. Now Phat Diem lies pretty much in ruins.
It was mainly a one-Street tOWn and the bombers had made their

bombing and §trafing run along the entire Iength of that one

main streeトで(ruPuIously cIean and gay with coIored mats and

ba§kcts when I last drove along it.

For血e next few days after the first attack on Phat Diem, the

P]anes concentrated on the fishing fleet′ day after day reporting

hundreds of jurlks and sampan§ Of a ・・supply convoy・, §unk. Phat

Diem seems to have been given its coα夕de grflCe On Saturday,

May 7’When心e American communique on air activities re-

POrted血at ``three waves of aircraft had attacked the navaI base

Of Phat Diem.・, Naval baseはhe term must have been a great

SurPrise to those inhabitants of Phat Diem still aIive to hear it.

A pretentious name for a sma11 fishing town, Whose beaches

could not handle any vessel bigger than a smalI fishing smack.
``Seventeen buildings were destroyed and eight bumed,・・ the

COmmunique continued, ・・two expIosions were observed.・・

ChopIe「 3

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

The North Viename§e authorities obviously do not share the

views of Commander Denton and others as to血e legal status

Of captured pilots. The most authoritative vicw I could get on

thc matter was紅om Pham Van Bach, President of血e Supreme

Court of the DRV and Vice-President of the Vietnam Jurists’

Association. To my question as to whether thc pilots were re-

garded as prisoners of war’he replied a§ follows:
``As is well-known, the US Govemment is waging a brazen,

undeclared war of aggres§ion in Vietnam葛a War Of aggression in

South Vietnam and a war of destruction against血e Democratic

Republic of Vietnam′ a SOVereign and independent state’a mem-

ber of the socialist camp. Thi§ WaS is in itself a crime, a Crime

against peace’a Violation of血e fundamental right§ Of the peo-

ple§, a Crime against mankind. The US Govemment has daily

launched indiscriminate air raids on hospitals’SchooIs・ and

dense重y populated areas’re§Orting even to B-52,s’naPalm’

phosphoru§ bonb§, POison gas′ tOXic chemicals’etC.・ to maSSaCre

the Vietnamese people in a most atrocious manner and with a

character of extemination. In §O doing’it ha§ mOSt §eriou§ly

violated its intemational pledges’the 1954 Geneva Agreements

on vietnam,血e 1949 Geneva Conventions on the protection of

victim§ Of war and the norms of intemational law. The war

crimes it is committing now in Vietnam are comparable to the

crimes perpetrated in the past by the Hitlerite fascist ringleaders

who have been condemned by the Nuremberg Intemational

Cou章t.

・・For this reason’the US pilots captured in Nor血Vietnam

who’Carrying out the US Govemment,s ordcrs’have attacked

our country and perpetrated numerous crimes here are air

pirate§; We regard them as criminals and will try them in ac-

cordance with the laws of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam:,

The wave of attacks against urban centers which started in

mid・Apri=966, Coinciding with the use of B-52’s against the
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Nor血for血e first time, aPPeared to be血c application of the

latest thesis at Gcneral We§tmOreland’s Saigon headquarters

that the war in the South could only be won by `’breaking the

North:′ Throughout May the bombing of urban centers con-

tinued. On May 6, the village of Quynh Lap, tO Which the lepers

from血e hospital destroyed in June 1965 had been evacuated,

Wa§ heavily bombed and strafed, 30 more lepers being ki11ed and

34 wounded. During May and June the light industry centers of

Ycn Bay and Viet Tri were attacked’the escalation against the

urban centers being dimaxed by血e raids on June 29 against

the Hanoi・Haiphong fuel depots.

Repeated wamings that captured American pi重ots would be

tricd a§ Criminals-including my interview with the President

Of血e North Viemam Supreme Court which was broadcast over

WOrld TV netwo血s from early May onward-Were O鯖cially ig-

nored by the US govemment until after the world outcry

against血e Hanoi-Haiphong bombings' Perhaps to divert aト

tention, eVery White House o鯖cial from Presidcnt Johnson

down made horrified §tatementS regarding Hanoi’s declared in・

tention to try the pilots and threatened by implication to wipe

Out Hanoi and Haiphong if the pilot§ Were Put On trial. The

DRV was accused of violating the 1949 Geneva Convention on

trcatment of prisoners of war. But in this the Americans appear

to be ba§ing themselves on血e principle that ``might is right’’

and血at there is one law for血e rich and another for poor, One

for whites and another for coIored people. They are demanding

that standards be applied to their prisoners very di任erent from

血e ba轟)aric trcatment meted out to captured personnel of血e

Liberation Armed Forces in South Vietnam.

Certain of血e pilots who have taken part in attacks again§t

hospitals, SchooIs′ SanatOria and other purely civilian targets are

in the hands of the North Vietnamese authorities. Scrupulou§ly

careful ]egal do§§icrs have been prepared against them. The hour

and datc is血ere’thc §eriaI number and markings of血e planes’

thc pilots who flew them to血e tangets and whose hands reIeased

血e bombs and fired the guns. Eye・Witnesses’Victims and rcla-

tives of victims are on hand to give evidence.

The North Victnamese government takes the view that血e

Pilots are not covered bl血e August 12・ 1949・ Geneva Conven・
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tion which in its Article 2 state§: ``The present Convention shall

apply to all cases of declaγed z‘'aγ Or Of any other amed conflict

which may arise between two or more of the High Contracting

parties, eVen i声he ctate o声”aγ is not recognized by one of

them.’’There is no証a書e oi uar reCOgnized by cither party in

血is casc and North Vietnam considcrs itself血c vicdm of pi-

ratical air attacks, Si皿ilar to those waged from血c sea by血e

Barbary Corsair§ and others of their ilk in the day§ Of organizcd

piracy. In South Victnam in 1965’long after the commiment

of American combat troops・ the American Military Command

issued a directive forbidding血e use of血e word3 ``prisoners of

war,, in connection wi心血eir amed personnel missing in action

in North or South Vietnam. Reporting this in The Net4' yOγ鼻

Ti肋es (Intemational Edition, September 30, 1965), Saigon corL

respondent Neil Sheehan explained: ``Because血ere has been no

declaration of war ‥ ・血ese men known to be prisoner§ are OL

ficially listed as ’detainees.‥’

James Reston in The Net” yOγ鼻Ti肋eらJuly 13, 1966, COm-

plained about the spectacle of American pilots骨eing led help-

1ess and handcu億ed at gun point血rough皿enaCing crowds’, and

praises the American people for having bccn ``troubled but
calm,タup till now. He goes on to say血e ``rule§ Of war spe-

cifically forbid thc retribution now being discussed in the Com-

munist world:I This and similar euraged Amcrican comment

seem§ tO reVeal a racist aspect. The Amcrican press in January

of this year published photographs of a line of ``§uSPCCted guer・

I.illas,・ being marched under American guns’bound to each

other with halters around their necks wi血slip knots’SO that if

One Staggered or stumbled he would be strangled.

Reston should recall what The Nett/ Y0塙Time寄Saigon cor_

respondent, Neil Sheehan’WrOte On September 30’1965・ in an

article en置itled, ・・Vietnam: Thc Uno航cial Brutality’,: ``Thc

United States is in the unhappy position of a§king humane treaト

ment for American prisoners of Communists while it has de・

Clined to guarantee similar treatment to Vietcong taken prison-

ers by American ground combat units. Such prisoners’after a

Preliminary interrogation’are handed over to the Vietnanese

authorities by whom of course they can be and frequently are

Subjected to brutality… ・ The guerrillas are lookcd upon as
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rebels and traitors and a Vietcong pri§Oner i§ thus entirely at

the whim of his captors. Vietnamese army police and para-mili-

tary organization§ SuCh a§ the national guard and the militia fre・

quently shoot Vietcong captives out of hand’beat or brutally

torture them or otherwise mistreat them. ‥.

`’The favorite methods of torture used by Govemment troop§

are to sIowly beat a captive’drag him behind a moving vehicle,

apply electrodes to §en§idve parts of his body or block his mouth

While water spiced with hot pepper i§ POured down his nos-

trils.’, I could add a whole list of other revolting foms of tor・

ture perpetrated on patriot§ Whom I have interviewed and

Whose bodies provided瓜e皿OSt eloquent testimony to the

VeraCity of血eir reports.

The 1949 Geneva Convention does apply specifically to the

War in South Vie血am where two sides are engaged in hos・

tilities. Artide 3 (a) prohibit§ “Violence to life and person, in

Particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, Cruel treatment and

torture.’’Article 4A (1) specifies that prisoners of war indude

“Members of血e armed forces of a Party to the con鮎ct as we11 a§

members of militias or volunteer coxp§ foming part of such

amed forces’’and further provisions make it clear that they

apply equally as well in a civil war as in an intemational con・

組ic章.

Vietnamese Ieaders have long believed血at no legal’mOral

Or humanitarian considerations would stay the hands of the

Pentagon in further cscalation. A specia= l-member commi§・

Sion’headed by Health Minister Dr. Pham Ngoc Thach’WaS Set

up in July ]966 to collect evidence, Vi11age by village, SChool by

SChool’hospital by hospital’tO COmPlete their dossiers on indi-

Vidual pilots and on those ultimately responsible in Wash王ng-

ton. Hanoi endorsed the idea of Bertrand Russell to §et uP a

War Crime’s Tribunal somewhere in Westem Europe and try

President Johnson and o血er key US figures for ``crimes against

humanity.’’

If the threat to try the piIots did nothing more言t once again

brought home to people all over the world the illegality of the

American aggres§ion against the Vietnamese people. It also

forced the American Command in Saigon impIicitly and be-

1atedIy to admit its own組agrant violations of the 1949 Geneva
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Convention and all norms of civilized behavior by announcing,

On July 21, 1966, that in the future prisoners of the Liberation

Front’s regular amed forces captured by American troops

WOuld no Ionger be tumed over to the Saigon authorities for the

sort of treatment that Shcehan has described. Guerrilla fighters

and local self-defense militia’however′ Were nOt COVered by the

new regulations-一Ontrary tO the 1949 Geneva Convention, aS

the Intemational Red Cross has repeatedly pointed out to the

US Command in Saigon.

There is no doubt that if the Nuremberg standards were ap-

plied to the US pilots’a number of them could not escape the

death penalty. Indiscriminate massacre of civilian population

was one of the crimes that scnt those convicted under the

Nuremberg verdicts to the gallows.

Until an order was i§Sued on September 24’1965’Pilots of the

American Air Force and Navy were pemitted to bomb and

strafe at will in what were designated =free strike zones.’, These

zones were that part of South Vietnamese territory not con-

trolled by Saigon. Pilots retuming with unused bombs and bul-

lets could discharge them against any village they心ought魚t

in the ``free strike zone§,, without prior checks with their com-

mand. It meant血at the civilian population of 10′000・000 in

the Liberation Front areas were ``legitimate,, targets to be mas-

§aCred at血e whim of the pilots. If the Saigon forces decided to

withdraw fron a certain post’the villages surrounding them

automatically became =free §trike zones.,, They varied from

day to day and very often血e villagers had no idea that sud-

denly they had become =legitimate target§・,, On the average

about 100 of such zones were listed but the number varied ac-

cording to the fortunes of war. Occasionally there was an ``error’’

so gros§ that it could not be hushed up, aS Whcn the pilots

dumped their high expIosives and napalm on villages clearly in

the Saigon-COntrOlled areas.

The directive of September 24’1965’halting this practice as

far as US planes are concemed’WaS PrObably issued because the

・・errors・, were becoming too frequent and the stigma attached to

the US Air Force and Navy had unpleasant repercus§ions in

Saigon. However’the South Vietnamese Air Force’Which also

has American pilots’WaS free to continue the ``free strike zone’,
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attacks-anO血er case of ``looking the other way’・・ a§ WaS done

When prisoners were handed over to the Saigon forces. In ex・

Plaining the new directive in The Nez” yO庇ri肋eちOctober 3,

1965’COneSPOndent R. W. AppIe noted: =Many chtic§ Of U.S.

POlicy’in。uding some o鯖cers assigned here, have argued that

air power … mig匝eventually drive civilians into the VIetcong

In any ca§e’the `亀ee strike zone・, tactic was replaced by

Saturation bombing of Liberation Front areas by B-52・s’uSing

an infra-red device which recorded concentrations of popuIation

by the heat given off・ aCCOrding to press accounts. This might

Well include, for instance’inhabitants of a village huddled in

their air-raid §helters・ The avowed aim was either to wipe out

POPu]ation in the Liberation Front areas or force peopIe to
leave and be concentrated in urban versions of the高strategic

hamlets/, camps∴endo§ed by barbed wire at the outskirts of

Saigon and o血er cities.

重n the face of these criminal acts in Vietnam_North and

Sou血-it is ludicrous’tO Say血e least, for American authorities

re§POnSible for such acts to condemn as =savage,・ or =barba-

rous’’血e idea of putting on trial §Ome Of the pilots invoIved.

The United States participated in drawing up the law under

Which the Nuremberg trials were held言n preparing the indict-

ments’in the actual trial§ and in the final judgments. It is there-

fore doubly subject to the §tandards of international law estab_

nshed at Neuremberg. Thi§ is not the place to give a complete

analysi§ Of tho§e hi§tOric indictments and trials’but it might

be well to point out certain elements that do apply 。early to

the∴Crimes being perpetrated by US amed power against血e

Whole of Vietnam, eSPeCially血e individual responsibility for

SuCh crimes.

Article Six of血e Intemational Military Tribunal Charter,

3etting up the Nuremberg trials’lists among crimes ・・for which

there shall be individual responsibility,・:

``(a) CRTMES AGAINST PEACE: namely’Planning’PrePara・

tion言nitiation’Or Waging of war of aggression, Or a t硬γ読v/ola_

書ioれ〆高ie肋a訪壷al胸巌もagγee肋e融の郷地γance$ ‥.

(and)...
``(b) WAR CRIMES: namely, Violations of the laws or customs
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0f war. Such violation§ Shall indude. ‥ Plunder of public or

Private property, Zt,a加0綿dcstγtJClio" Oi c紹鴎, !otu耶Oγ諦Iages,

0γ de孤高a訪o胴0声調高雄ed bγ肋i航αり"eCe詰り・’’

Article§ Seven and Eight of the Charter state血at ``the o航cial

position of defendants’Whether as Heads of State or responsible

officials in Goverrment Departments’Shall not be cousidered as

freeing them from respousibility or mitigating punishment’’

and ``血c fact that the Defendant acted pursuant to order§ Of his

Goverrment or of a superior shall not free him from responsi-

bility:’ (NあCo硬iγaCy 。融4ggγeSSioわ, U.S. Govcmment

Printing O債ce, Washington, D.C., 1946, Vol. I, PP. 5-6・) On

page§ 49-50 of the same document, the indictment of the major

war criminals listed among other charges: ``In Holland血ere

was most wide§Pread and extensive destruction, nOt justified by

military necessity言nchadi綿g沈e de諦t‘Cfわ71 OI haγbot’ちJoc鳥ら

dy鳥eふ。融bγidges."仏ll emphasi§ added.)

In view of what is going on in the South and in the North’it

is indeed a tribute to the discipline and truly civilized outlook

of血e Vietnamese people that pilots have been humanely

treated from the moment of血eir capture. Although’aS the

Vie〔namese exPreSS it, there i§ a ``heavy debt o重blood to settle

with the air pirates,,, the population seems content to let this

debt be settled through血e process of law. But one can hardly

blame血em for being embittered about the flood of p量eas for

・・humaneタ・ treatment of the pilots usually coupled with harsh

epithets and threats from world leaders most of whom have

never uttered a word of reproach for this limitless air savagery,

this ruthless use of US air power against a largely defenseless

population’much less a word of compassion for its victims・ The

racist ovcrtones of this attitude is not lost on the Vietnamese

peopIc and the people of Asia as a whole.
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ECONOMY FOR AしONG WAR

One day I had been passing through a village on a quest that

had nothing to do with economic planning. As our little group

neared the outskirts’a rhythmic’familiar clatter of machines

impinged more and more on the ears. There, Where the rice

fields ended and clumps of bamboo and banana palms started’

Where water bu任alo pIodded along a freshly widened and paved

lane’WeaVing looms were pounding away under an improvised

Shclter’a mere rOOf supported by poIcs.

Inquiry confirmed that the machines, and the hesh-faced

girls tending them’aCcounted for part of the gaps I had photo-

graphed earlier at Hanoi,s big March 8 textile mill. There I
had seen empty sections of weavlng and other departments’

Where only bolts embedded in concrete marked the spots ma-

Chines had stood at’and charts of production figures with

feminine names in evidence noted the labor heroines. Trucks

Were血en being loaded with machines that cluttered the en・

trance to the spinning and weavmg SeCtions, While groups of

WOmen, SOme Of血em with babies, Squatted around, bundle§ at

their §ide’Waiting to damber aboard when the loading was

finished. Other departments were still working nomally at

Hanoi, but in the vi量lage it was explained that part of血e weav・

ing §eCtion had been installed there and an excited young fore-

WOman, her hair組ecked with white from flying flu任, ru§hed

Out nOtebock in hand to infom me that production per loom

Wa§ higher than in Hanoi. ``We consider our looms now as ma-

Chine guns against the enemy’タ, said one of the girls as she left

her Ioom to suckle a fat, little baby brought to a shelter op-

POSite by a white-gOWned creche attendant.
“Can an economy really work with血at degree of dispersal

and fragmentation?’’I asked the Planning Commission expert.

And I had in mind the machine tooIs working in a grotto; an-

Other p量ant actually turnmg Out a few machine tooIs; Part Of a

factory tuming out electric pumps for irrigation; anOther mak一
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ing bicycle parts and bits and pieces of others I had stumbled

across during my various excursions into the countryside. There

were also the convoys of machinery I had seen moving along the

roads in remote di§tricts, hauling parts obviou§ly intended for

cement plants.
“Yes, it can work and it does work;’he replied・ ``But it is not

something you can find血c answer to wi血cost accounting. First

you must under§tand that our general line is `All For Victory.’

For this we mu§t fight back again§t血e US war of destruction.

And we must anticipate血c worst’eVen if血e Americans esca-

late血e war into an actual invasion of our territory. To counter

that we mu§t develap our economic base and also new tech・

niques to meet the present war situation and all forseeable de・

velopments. Above all we must develap agricultural production,

Of which I will speak later.
・・To repIy more §PeCifically to your que§tion: Parallel to what

we call our tcchnical revolution, We muSt also make a new dis-

tribution of our productive forces. We must build up new

economic bases, eStablish ma.chinery in new zones suitable for

the present war situation and to ereate conditions for victorγ

later. Industrial development in our mountain reglOnS IS Very

important for our national defense’but not only for protection

against bombings or invasion attempts. It is i皿POrtant also for

the future development of the country. Together w地心e tech-

nical revolution and the redistribution of our economic poten-

tial we can-and the figures prove it-§teP uP labor produc-

tivity and strengthen our economic and defense capacity. It is

di鯖cult for many of our foreign friends to understand this’but

・・Another of our principles i§ that we must rely mainly on our

own strength. Of course we appreciate’and we need’aid from

our friends. But we must do everything possible ourselves. The

main enemy blows must fall on our shoulders and the main

blows dealt them must be dealt by our brains and muscles. We

must apply the principle of `Become Self-Supporting’on a na-

tional and regional basis. Ea血zone should become eco-

nomically’eVen militarily’Self-SuPPOrting言n agriculture as

in industry. From the embattled fourth zone [the coastal re・

gions leading to the 17血parallel] to the plains of血e Red
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River delta and in血e northem and we§tem mOuntain regions’

all §houId bccome∴eCOnOmically autonomous’ready to counter

the enemy’s attack§ Whenever they come’however they come

and from wherever they come. You’ve seen onIy §Ome tiny frag-

ments of thi§ relocation of industry. If you could see how all the

Part§ fitted together’aS We See it translated into production

figure6’yOu WOuld have another view of things.,,

Whcn I a§ked to have a glimpse of this overall view of血ing§,

Doan Trong Truyen provided血e following data’Showing血e

incrcase in production in 1965 as compared with 1964:

Overall Agricu]tural Production

Overall Industrial Production

Production of Indu§tries direcdy

under State Ministries

Machine・Building Industry

Industrial Crop§

ll ll

3・3%

8・4%

重2・0%

14・0%

7・3%佃Cγea㌘ JOひれ)

25.4% @eγ heclaγe γield)

Overall increase in industrial production included the out-

Put Of machine tooI§, equipment for regional industries and for

tran§POrt and communications, all of which were well above the

1964 levels. AIso included wcre output of electricity, COal, Ce-

ment and even textiles’de§Pite血e bombing of the big Nam

Dinh textilc mill in July 1965 and血e §ub§equent eVaCuation of

much of its equipment. Output of lacal industry, including

血at from newly established plants’Wa§ uP by 40 per cent.

`“A big factor in these increases’,, continued Doan Trong

Tnlyen, ``wa§ the setting up of small and medium-Sized plants.

We had to halt or sIow down血e construction of big central-

ized units and speed up that of the smaller ones. We are speed-

ing them up especially in the mountain regions. Apart from

Wartime neces§ity, thi§ is also economically sound. With血e

Smaller units we get production and retums on investment

mudl SOOner:’

Did not all this play havoc with economic planning? What

happened to the industria量ization program? What happened to

Orders placed in the §∝ialist countrie§ for equlPment Of big’

Centralized plants?
’’Our first five.year industria耽ation pIan covered血e I96l-65
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Period,’, answered the planning expert. ``It wa§ Primarily aimed

at building the material and te血nical basis for §OCialism. It was

going very well and by 1964 wc wcre working out血e main lines

Of a second five-year Plan. The first American attacks in Augu§t

1964’and the systematic air raid§血at started in February 1965’

forced us to change our plans, but not our alms. Till then,

economic con§truCtion was our main task, With attention also to

national defense needs. HamOnizing血e requirement§ Of each

WaS One Of our problem§・ Since血e American attacks we had to

Change血e emphasi§・ Our main ta§k now i§ tO mObilize all the

nation’s human, material and financial resources to intensify

PrOduction’above all to §atisfy our own defense necds in血e

Nor血. We consider the Sou血as the great血ont-1ine area for

血e whole country and the Nor血as the great rear area for the

Whole country.
``We had to scrap our ideas for a new five-year Plan and draw

up a stop・gaP tWO・year Plan based primarily on war needs but

COntinuing at the same time血e genera=ine of building the

technical and material base for socialism. We will not permit

the war to apply brakes to our economic development. Instead it

Wi11 give’and is giving’neW impetus to our productive forces.

As for the question of orders placed in血e socia重ist countries’We

Sent a delegation headed by our Vice-Premier to血e socialist

COuntries to explain our changed requirements. We had to can-

Cel orders for all §Ort§ Of plant equipment and replace them

With orders for sma量ler units, Suitable for our di§per§al of in-

dustry and our program to build up many §皿all units in§tead of

big centralized ones.,,
``What comes after the two.year plan?’’

``That depends on the course of the war. We血ink we have to

take into account that thc war may last tcn or 20 years or morc

and we plan the training of technical cadres’for instance’On

that basis. But should victory come sooner, Our Planning could

quiddy be adjusted accordingIy. The two・year Plan is a sort of

transition plan which can be∴COntinued to expand wartime in-

dustry or switched to peacctime development. As for agriculture’

the tasks remain the same-tO COntinue to apply new tech-

niques to expand to the utmost agricultural production. We
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are engaged in what we call a `technical revolution’in血e coun-

tryside・,タ

``What about agriculture?,タI a§ked. “Where i§ a11 your man-

POWer COming from, if not from the peasantry? How can you
squeeze the maximum out of the land and at the same time

drain the country§ide of its manpower? One sees practically only

WOmen On血e land these days. Not just planting rice seedlings

as in the past’but doing the pIoughing and other field work?’’

=It is true’タ, Doan Trong Truyen agreed, “血e women have

largely taken over in the countryside. There is a labor shortage

On the land. But don,t forget血at until recently surplus man-

POWer Wa§ the main problem in the countryside.”

This was also true. The last time I had investigated the prob-

1em, in 1962, I found that with only one-eIeventh of a hectare

(about 900 square lards) of arable land per head of population,

PeaSantS in the rice-grOWing cooperatives were having di債culty

in squeezing out more than 100 work-days in many parts. There

were obvious limits to what each co-OP member could do when

they were so thick on the land. There was obviously no great in・

terest in mechanization which would cut back still further the

year賞y work-days, On Which earnings were based’in a country

Where industrialization moved far too slowly to provide alter.

native empIoyment.
`’It is the labor shortage caused by the war that provides血e

impetus for the technical revolution in the countryside’’’con.

tinued Doan Trong Truyen’``even though this is still very

modest by westem standards’’, he conceded. ``1965 was the first

year of some low-level mechanization in the co-OPS and the fifth・

mon血harvest was our first wartime crop・場We met with great

di鯖culties in February and March, eSPeCially in the coastal

areas where the bomber§ Were OVerhead a11 the time. Climatic

condition§ Were also unfavorab量e. But the harvest was a record,

the biggest ever for area planted and per hectare yield・

``For the tenth-mOnth crop, there were many more di鯖iculties一

組oods’drought and insects’nOt tO mention bomb§ and a reduced

置In North Vietnam there are two main rice crops yearly. That sown in

the winter and reaped in the fifth lunar month; that sown in血e late

SPring and reaped in the tenth lunar month. They are referred to as

the fifth. and tenth-mOnth harvest§, reSPeCtively.
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labor force. But the yields were still good’nOt aS gOOd as the

fifth month’but good enough to make the year as a whole the

best of our five-year Plan. It was in the heavily bombed coastal

areas, and in the heaviest bombed provinces in that area, that

the harvest was best. The coastal areas were 14 per cent up over

the previous year. Apart from the high morale・ StePPed up by

the bombings, the increased yield was due to better irrigation

with lots of new electric pumps installed; intensified use of fer-

tilizers; better seed selection-aPPlication in fact of some ele-

ments of our `technical revolution.’Some 700 of our 28,000 co・

operatives reached five tons of rice per hectare’thus demon.

strating the real possibility of attaining this everywhere. The

average production in 1939タthe record prewar year’Was l.5 to

].6 tons per hectare wi血up to three tons in the rare cases where

two crops were planted. But two crops a year were the exception

in血ose days, Whereas it is血e rule now wi血80 per cent of our

COOPeratives.’’

・・What does the 1965 crop repre§ent in terms of your food

needs?’, I asked.

“It means that we were able to continue §t∝king rice on a

far greater scale than ever before’,, Truyen replied. ``The total

put into stock in 1965 greatly surpassed血at of previous years.

Mainly this was due to the good harvest but partly also to the

patriotism of the peasants who kept le§S back for心emselves. We

were able to put 23 per cent of血e total harvest into our re-

serves and we encouraged the cooperatives to create reserves of

their own as well. Provided there are no great natural disasters’

it means we can attain real self-Su鯖ciency in foodstu任s. The

various zones and provinces can become self-Sufficient as well.

This removes a big burden from our transport system and a big

headache from血ose who used to have to worry about food

distribution in case inteIPrOVincial communications are really

badly damaged・ On the agricultural front’One Can Say it was a

Very encouraging first year of war.”

・・Is there not the usual wartime tendency of hoarding and

spiraling food prices? Don’t socialist principles tend to be

thrown overboard in such a situation? How do you acqulre rlCe

for the reserves?’’

=We started stocking rice a few years ago’,, Truyen continucd.
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`.The cooperative§ are Obliged to sell the state fixed amounts of

grain at fixed prices over a set period of time-five year§・ for in.

StanCe. The §tate PayS 33 §au Per kilogram for unhusked paddy

and this is retailed to血e consumer at 40 sau.義But in order to

StimuIate production and avoid the peasants having to sell血eir

§urPluses on the free market, in 1965 we paid a 50-Per-Cent

bonus for grain delivered above the quota. On the other hand’

to pro皿Ote S∝ialist principles’We enCOuraged ‘mutual aid,

among co-OP members. That is′ if anyone was temporarily §hort

Of grain’Other co-OP memberlS Should supply it at血e §ame fixed

Prices as paid by the state so that血ere should bc no expIoita-

don of misfortune. In this way the law§ Of s∝ialism would bc

applied and the peopIe,s traditions of humanism and patriotism

developed. This has worked well・

``There has been some slight ri§e in prices on the free market.

In the year §tarting February 1965, SOme food prices-mainly

Vegetable§, eggS and fish-rOSe an aVerage Of 25 to 27 per cent

On the free market. Despite this’one Can Say血at price§ re_

mained stable becau§e 85 per cent of a量l foodstu億s are purchased

through State enterprises where prices have remained fixed.

There is no hoarding because wholesale trade is between血e co-

OPeratives and the state purchasing organizations’and tfie state

controIs almost all血e retail trade. IndividuaI hoarding is al・

most unknown because of the fundamental unity and patriotism

Of our people and their confidence in the govemment.’’

By my own checks in Hanoi and vilIage markets and among

COnSumerS’I found血e price rises were as he said. But rice was

being sold in some village free markets at 80 sau a kilogram,

twice the o臆cial price. Rationing of rice’POrk and sugar had

been introduced since 1957 and no new items had been added

to the ration lists nor had血ere been any reduction in rations

becau§e Of the war. Most fami宣ies a§Sured me that the ration of

13 kilograms of rice per adult and ten kilograms per child was

sufficient, and it was rare that血ey had to buy on the free mar-

ket. Wheat bread, Which is on sale at all town and village mar-

kets言s non・rationed. There was an abundance of vegetables,

meat, fish and fruit in all the Hanoi markets and roadside mar-

● 100 sau= l dong.血e DRV moneta重γ unit; 3.5 dong=$l (US〉・
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kets in the countryside. Prices for many consumer goods were

Substantially lower血an血ey had been two years previously.

``In 1964’” explained Doan Trong Truyen’``decisions were

taken at血e highest level on血c question of trade and price§・

The main point was to stabilize price§, adjust those血at were

unreasonable and push for a general reduction. Then came the

War. How could血e policy be applied? Many of our experts

thought this policy mu§t be shelved. Our leaders opposed this.

We have to carry on血e war’血cy argued’but we also have to

push ahead with building socialism. Prices are an important

ele皿ent in the latter so we mu§t Stick to血e policy of price

stabilization and reduction. During the past 12 mon血s im-

portant reductions [30 to 60 pcr cent, as I found by checks in

血e shops] have been made in such item§ aS PaPer’teXt books’

medicine’bicydes’radio§, teXtiles for clothing and o血er$. This

is almost unprecedented in wartime;’Truyen said with justifi-

able pride. =That we could do this is due to our experience dur-

ing the first resi§tanCe’tO State COntrOI over production and

distribution and to血e confidence the people have in血e ad-

ministration. We are now pushing ahead with price reductions

for machines in indu§try and agriculture, in timber and coal

SuPPlied to血e cooperatives. We also intend to Iower sy§-

tematically the prices of mcans of production. Wc must never

for a moment losc sight of the fact血at wc are building screial.

is皿.,,

=Socialism indudes con§tantly rising living standards’’, I said.

白With the great mobilization of manpower′ the economic and

SOCial upheaval connected with the rcIocation of industrfes and

the labor force, and血e evacuation of the cities, living §tandards

Will inevitably fall. Will血is not be a backward stcp as far as

building §OCiali§m is concemed?’’

.・We won’t be able to improve living standards for quite a

While’・・ he replied. ``But we will try and maintain them at their

Present level. We frankly ask the people to acccpt privations in
a §Pirit of self-SaCrifice and patriotism’tO aCCePt auSterity and

Practice strict economy. We seck to assure that minimum vital
needs are met-rice’§ugar’§alt’kerosene’teXtile§-all at reason・

able’fixed prices; nOt Only through the §hops where unequal

distribution may occur if only血0§e With ready cash have acce§§・
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Where shortages ∝Cu重しneedIe§, matChes or cigarettes’for in・

StanCe in §Ome areaS-We delivcr thcm in su航cient quantities

direct to the cooperative§ Or factories for distribution血rough

COOPerative or trade union channel§・ In that way we insure

血at those who most need the goods will get血em and any

POSSibility of price increase or hoarding is eliminated" We don,t
think that socialist principles su紐er because of this. On the con・

trary; eVeryOne See§ that血e burdens and sacrifices are shared as

equally a§ PO§§ib重e and also what benefits we can make avail-

able.’’

“With the whole§ale mobilization of manpower, eSPeCially

the youth’is there not a danger to血e higher educational system

you have built up in recent years? Are you not gambling with

your future in drafting血ousands of student§ and future tech-

nical cadres into the amed forces and construction project§〕’’

“For a complete answer to that’,, replied Truyen’``you had

better talk with the Ministry of Education’I can answer only in

Part. True, We have mobilized tens and hundreds of thou§ands

Of young people・ Almost all our you血, OVer three million of

them, have enrolled in the　`three-readies, movement.場　We

mobilized 250’000 for the mountain regions alone’tO help build

up the new economy in the backward area§・ We mobilized many

more tens of thousand§ tO build the new communications neト

WOrks and help repair bomb damage. But we have not touched

the 90’000 §tudents who are being trained as specialists, teChnical

Cadres and §killed wo血er§. Nor have we touched their tcachers.

They are our precious capital for the future. For the task§ Of

War if it lasts that long’but above all for the grandiose tasks

Of peace afterwards.’’

An example of the dispersal of industry and the e任orts to

make each province as economically autonomous as possible is

to be found in Quang Binh province, Which borders along the

17th parallel and has taken the brunt of the bombings. During

1965 and early 1966 a network of machine shops was set up in

霊蕊書斎慧蕊諾黒請謁悪霊親書霊盈i言霊
Stimulate production work and studies・ under any circumstances what-

SOeVer’and (3) ready to go anywhere and perfor皿any taSk rcquired

by the Motherland.
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every district′ a§ Well as shops at province leve量, tO manufacture

and repair a wide range of equipment for industry’agriculture

and transport. These include small rice threshing’husking and

Winnowing machines; hand carts to replace the traditional

Shoulder pole§∴and baskets; PIoughshares and harrows, hoes,

SPades’etC.; Primitive types of ball bearings and pre§SeS for

bricks and tiles. Small plants were al§O Set uP tO manufacture

Cement, insecticides and ferti量izers and a whole range of essential

COnSumer gOOds, matches’Cigarettes’SOaP, Sugar’CrOCkery, PaPer

and o血er items. A1量of this was new to the province’the small

P萱ants and workshops blossoming into life literally under stoms

Of bombs and bullets. Thc re§ultant saving in tran§Port WaS

COnSiderable’and shortages that would otherwi§e have been in-

evitable′ With Quang Binh at the very end of the long haul

from Hanoi, Were aVOided.

Investment in such regional industries wa§ doubIed in 1966

as∴COmPared to the previous year. State shpps and the Iocal

markets wherever I traveled displayed an impressive variety of

article§ from血e newly established plant§・ Many started as handi-

Craft coaperatives but quickly expanded into compac=ittle in-

dustries, a§ Skills were acquired and皿achine§ made availab量e.

Priority was given to indu§tries which §erViced transport or

tumed out a wide variety of cartsndrawn by hand or animal

Or bicycle-POWered, aS Well as trailers for trucks and the like.

Another impressive aspect was the multitude of small electric-

POWer generators all over the country’On the plains as well as

in the mountain area§・ SOme POWered by Iocally produced coal,

Others by liquid fuel’the latter stored in deep underground

Shelters. It was also interesting that the 1966-67 plan provided

for a considerable stepping up of mineral prospecting and for

further vast irrigation and flood-PreVention prpjects, air attack§

against dikes and dams having become a co皿mOnPlace by early

1966.

In general, the 1966J7 plan’On tOP Of what had already

been accomplished in 1965, WaS the most concrete evidence that

North Vietnam had switched over to a long-War eCOnOmy.
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LEARNiNG UNDER BOMBS

It is a fairly common sight in血e coastal area§ at night to see

from afar line§ Of tiny glow woms wriggling along the roads

and paths. As one approaches, the glow woms tum into chil・

dren, tiny kerosene lamps in hand and school bocks tuckcd

under血eir ams. If you mect them by day′ their backs are

Well covered with palm fronds and other greenery’ready to

hurl themselves face down between rows of potatces or maize,

Or ju皿P into the ncare§t holes, if planes co皿e. Leaming must

go on at all levels even under bombs; it is one of the laws of

the land.
``How to carry on after 170 primary and secondary schooIs

and cducational institutes were bombed to bits and hundreds

of pupils and teachers killed? After virtualIy all our §ChooIs in

the countryside had to be abandoned and most of the children

in our citie§ eVaCuated?’’It was the question put to mc by Edu・

Cation Minister, Nguyen Van Huyen’nOmally a placid’Calm

man but obviou§11 agitated by the magnitude of his problems.

`’And with 2,900,000 pupils doing general education, We have

300,000 more than last year. Can you imagine what血at means

in tems of protection, dassrooms, teachers?’’

``How are you managing?,′ was the obviou§ queStion.

``We managed by tran§ferring all our first-CyCle schooIs着to

血e agricultural cooperative§・ Before they were at vi11age level.†

In that way血e children don,t have to move around so much’

dassrooms are a few hundred yards away. We can keep血e

Smallest children o慮the roads altoge血er. Second-CyCle schooIs

till now werc in the di§trict centers; nOW they are at village

書General education in North Vietnam is divided into three cyde§: first

to fourth class; fifth to §eVenth dass, and cighth to tenth.

† Every Vietnamesc village comprise3 three to five hamlets. The agri・

Cultural cooperatives are now organized at hamlet lcvcl, CXCePt in a

葦菩蒜孟欝・諾意a蕊雫藍㌔謀議霊盆だ霊
general comprises 200 to 400 households.
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levcl. Like the first-Cyde schooIs it皿eant brcaking them up into

smaller units. Now every village in many of the provinces ha§ its

second-CyCle school. In血e third"Cyde §chooIs・ the children are

older, Can fend better for themselves, but theγ have also been

brought down from provincial levcl to one for∴eVCry district・

We have done everything po§Sible to bring the $chooIs c量ose to

the pupils′ dose to their families. We have absolutely abandoned

皿ulti-StOry buildings and evcry dassroom has subterranean com-

munication trenches starting right at the desks, leading out to

deep shelters in the open fields or some place away from the

buildings. It is because the parents have confidence in血e meas-

ures we have taken for protection,心at our schooI population

has increased this year.’’

It was fairly clear that the magnitude of Minister Nguyen

Van Huyen,s problems and the onganizational mea$ur鈎taken

to meet them’PrOVided the answer as to whether schooIs and

other non・military targets were really being attacked or not.

To change from one day to another the educational regime of

nearly three million children must have becn a major head-

ache鵜nOt Only for the Minister.

``What were your major d脆culties?’’

・・There were three′・・ he replied・ ``First’buildings. We had to

wa量k out of all the multi-StOry, brick buildings we had built

since the end of the war again§t血e French. We can’t build

new ones, nOt eVen in bamb∞ eXCePt under verγ SpeCial ciト

cumstance§. We don,t want to change血e physiognomy of the

countryside-neW buildings will bring new bomb§・ Here∴and

there we can build clas§rOOmS under trees, Where血ey will l∞k

like peasants・ huts’but we cannot build complexes of buildings’

or big §truCtureS eVen in bamboo’Since the American§ Will wipe

them out as they did the brick ones. This i§ our biggest single

PrOblem. ’’
・・How then are you soIving the problem o番。assrooms?’’

・・We had to count on help from the parents’asking them to

put their homes at our di§POSal・ Families crowd into the kitchen

during part of the day or night to put the rest o重the hou§e at

our disposal・ Sometimes two families combine together in a

single house or血ee families in two hou§CS and血e other is

at our disposal. It’s a matter of patriotism and national pride
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among parents that the bombers shall not halt their children

leaming. Where we build’it is on the basis of §ingle dassroo皿S.

In the poorer, Smaller hamlets we usually have to build one or

two cla§§rOOmS.

“Building§, that,s the biggest problem. But running a dosc

§eCOnd is that of tcachers. Smaller cIa§SeS meanS mOre teaChers.

In a very §hort time we had to double thc number of teachers

in certain categories; fir§t・ and second-CyCle classes averaged 40

to 50 pupils each, nOW they are 20 to 25. How did we cope?

After血e campaign to wipe out illiteracy was completed in 1958,

we opened complementary courses in general education for those

who were outside school age. That is adult education at evening

Or O血er §Pare-time courses. Teachers of these complementary

courses were a source to draw on. In all vi11ages now there are

young people who have completed seven years of general edu-

cation. They now work in the cooperative§・ That was∴anOther

source. with these as our raw material for first- and §eCOnd-

cycle schooIs’in six month§ We trained many thousand§ Of new

teachers. But still for all of North Vietnam, We are Short 13,000

teachers. Apart from the systematically bombed areas where

teaching goes on at night’We have switched to two cla§SeS a

day. In 10タ000 evacuated schooIs one teacher does the work of

two, One Cla§§ in the moming’anOther in血e afternoon.

``The血ird major problem i§ the evacuated school. The bomb-

ing of the Huong Phoc school in -Ha Tinh province on February

9 this year was a serious waming to us; 33 pupils were killed

and 24 injured. After that we §Peeded up the evacuation of

schooIs from the towns. Despite our e任orts at con§truCtion over

the past ten years we,ve not been able to do much building of

homes’Or improve amcnities very much. Living standards im・

proved’but there are not many new homes in the villages. We

built plenty of factories’in§titutes and §ChooIs, but alongsidc

these, eVen OutSide Hanoi, PeaSant huts∴Still remain without

electric light or running water. So there was no point in evacuaト

ing children to villages on the outskirts of the cities. We decided

to ask parents to send them back to their native villages葛almost

every city dweIler has hi§ nativc village’With relatives still on

the land-and let the town children be integratcd in existingl

local clas§eS Wi血out trying to create special classe§ for them.
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In cases where the evacuee§ WOuld be a material burden our

local organs would help.
``By and large・ eVaCuation was handled in that way’eSPeCially

for children in the firsトand second-CyCle schooIs. There are

exception§・ Children of personnel working in the public service,

Various ministries’etC.’Can be grouped together in special board.

ing schooIs, Which can be financed by the administration con-

Cemed. And third-CyCle schooIs, Where the children are older and

Can look after themselves, Can be evacuated to a village, Where

they can set up their own kitchen, do their own cooking and

become more or less autonomous. The pupils can do a certain

amount of work at the cooperatives or some §tate enterPrises,

eam some money and contribute something to血eir upkeep.

We will provide the rest.’’

Mini§ter Huyen went on to explain that evacuation’§PIitting

up families, invoIved much more血an strains on the §entiments.

It imposed material di航culties. Budgeting for two or three

SeParate units, eVen for food, Wa§ mOre eXPenSive. Familie§ are

used to sharing such thing§ aS bed§, mOSquito net§, blankets

and themos flasks among several children. The Ministry had
``to keep an eye on such things and see血at all lived adequately:’

To an out§ider, I must say, it all seemed to have worked very

§mOOthly. I spent a good deal of time in the villages and ccr

OPeratives, Vi§iting many of the pea§ant-hut classrooms and

SChooIs where town children had been integratcd’and talked to

Hanoi familie§ Who§e Children were evacuated. It seemed to me

things went very well’and I said §O. ``Don,t expect our people

to pour out their griefs to a foreigner;’said Minister Huyen

When I spoke of my impres§ion§・ =We know血eir di億culties’

but we try and prevent them from getting out o[ hand. Our

govemment does what it can.’,

I had met mothers in Hanoi who visited thcir children once

Or twice a month and were very pleased with血cir physical

COndition and especially by血e way they had quickly adapted

themselves p§yChoIogica11y to village life. ・・Many’皿any City

Children all over the world dream of living in the countryside

and looking after cows and chickens’,, said Nguycn Van Huyen,

“`and it’s the same in Vietnam・ We have a problem of intensify.

1ng production on the land with reduced manpower. Our schooIs
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must take part also. If we keep within our schooI walls §Ome

three million children a§ nOn-Producers then thi§ WOuld be a

hindrance to the war. In any case’it would be against a ba§ic

principle of our education system-tO link schooIs wi血Iife’

education with production. With the evacuation of tcns o登

山ou§ands of city children and teachers--and our pressing war

problem§一Plus having established schooIs in the agricultural

cooperatives, there are excellent conditions for pupils and teach-

ers to take part in production. Each school now ha§ its plan of

aid to the co・apS-how much manure will be delivered’how

many days of digging irrigation trcnche§・ Even children of

cight and nine can look after buffalo and ducks, and血ey love

it.

・・There are plans and noms and children get paid’aCCording

to work points, just as co-OP members. Some children eam as

much as full members. From the town they bring new tech-

niques’esPeCially in thinking up gadgets to avoid血e most back-

breaking work. Any number of children of 13 or 14 years have

not only succeeded in §uPPOrting them§elves financially but sup-

port one or two other皿ember§ Of their family.重n this way

they feel thcy are aiding the war effort. But teachers have血e

strictest instructions to insure血at work shall in no way intcrL

fere with studics.’’

I asked if血is tremendous upheaval in the life of pupils and

teachcrs,血e fact that thousand§ O重new teachers had to be

trained in six血Onths and that in many cases they often had

to take two dasses a day and double their teaching hours, WOuld

not lead to a drastic Iowering of standards.
``Yes and no’,, replied Minister Huyen. =It’s obviou§ that you

can・t study the same under bombs as you can without them.

We have to count with intensified bombardments, down to vil-

lage level. We may have to reduce teaching time. We have to

select a study program that takes this into account and even

count on omitting part of the program. In this case we will urge

our teachers to teach exceptionally we11 and our pupils to leam

exceptionally well that part which remains・ We will have to

make a careful choice, in that ca§e. That choice mu§t be dictated

by our national reality. We will concentrate, for instance’On

our own national language and how to handle it properly. AIso
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the natural sciences and math. Hi§tOry and geography may

reduced a little; the childrcn can make that up through

iterature later. We will need technical cadres, StrOng in physics’

心emi§try, mathematics, bioIogy.

``We also have to differentiate between our geographic zones

md select programs accordingly. In Vinh Linh and Quang Binh

both just north of the 17th parallel) where bombardments are

「ery intensive, We muSt havc a special program but we must

しIso be flexible §O aS tO SWitch the program according to the

legree and geographic direction of escalation. But everything,

IVen Wi血cuts, mOdifications and switche§ Of program, is aimed

」t Pu§hing ahead with血e revolution. `Teach well, §tudy well’

§ the national slogan for education and we wi11 see to it that

luality of what is taught will be maintained, and improved. In

act the who重e educational system i§ tO be improved, Starting

ight now.’’

“Improved?’’

Minister Huyen went on to explain that in order to meet

ny request for an interview he had left a nation・Wide conference

education experts言ncluding all department chiefs of his

壷nistry and provincial education o鯖cers’at Whi心血e finish-

rlg tOuches were being givcn to a breath-taking new deal for

ducation.
``Although our urgent national task i§ tO Win the war’’’he

XPlained, ``our leaders also have their eyes on the future・ There

5 an urgent need to train technical cadre§・ To do血at we need

racher§・ It’s a long.tem project. In three years we皿uSt train

ねchers in order to get technical cadres five years after血at.

山t we have to §tart SOmetime-and it has been decided that

γe Start right now. Until recently we have taken in 800 to l’000

rainees for secondary school teachers. But for血e 1966-67

hool year we will take in 2’500. And during血e past few years

lere have been an average of I5’000 students who matriculated.

‘hat will be the figure for this school year. But our aim in five

} six years, time is 40,000. We need the figure of 40’000 to pre-

are technical cadres for the South as well as the North. After

War, We Want tO take `giant steps’and we,ll need cadres

le to push the country ahead at `cosmic speed,一with technical

d §Cientific cadres of university entrance standard. We mu§t
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develop despite the war. No matter at what cost’We muSt train

teachers so we can also make up after the war any short-COmings

in our education during the war. And if the war continues that

long’these cadres will play a vital role in our war needs. We

have to control the situation, neVCr retreat before the American

a章tacks.

``We have some experience in improving education under war

conditions. In the first resistancc war (against the French) we

increased the number of teachers from 5,000 to I2,000; nOW We

have 77’000 for general education and 90,000 if we include those

teaching in complementary education. It’s true also that we

have never faced a war of destmction of the type the Americans

are waging here, but we are confident that we can carry on.

There are other aspects of the `new deal’in education that it

would be better for you to discuss at the Pedagogic Institute.’’

I asked if there was any modification of the program of

studies because of the war.

Minister Huyen laughed and said: =Despite the war’WOu重d

bc a better waγ tO Put it. There are changes. We are going over

to the ll・year SchooI sy§tCm, making the second-Cydc four years

instead of three as at present. Attendance at first-CyCle schooIs

will be compulsory and we plan that 80 per cent of pupils

finishing the first・Cyde will go on to the second. Emphasis in

the new prngram is on modemity and bringing studies strictly

in line wi血our national realities. We have to train children in

the direction of the modem science§, aS is being done in France,

the USA and other countries. We carefully watch what is going

on there" Despite our backward situation’We mu§t do thi§ if

we are to make the `leap ahead, that our leaders want and血e

country needs・ As for national reality’Studie§ muSt take into

account the nature and climate or our country, Our SOil and sub-

soil, Our natural resources, and our traditions. In this way we

can follow the aims of our national revolution〇

・・By and large’the new program has been worked out.工t is

being tried out experimentally in certain dasses and school§

this year, and after modifications will be tried out on a larger

scale in the 1966-67 school year. Based on the results we wi11

go ahead with printing血e new text books. We are already

training teacher§ for the new program and one of the aims of
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the present conference i§ tO make the detail§ known to those

responsible for its application.’’

``Could you glVe SOme eXamPle3 Of changes in the program?,,

’`Mathematics will be taught even in first-CyCle schooIs, With

a new method of tcaching. Above all’in the third_CyCle schooIs

there will be lots of new, uP-tO-date theoretical work, mOdified

according to new advances in science. We will be paying atten-

tion to such matters as algebraic structures. In bioIogy’for

in§tanCe, Studies wi11 be based largely on the血eories of molec-

ular bioIogy. ’’

“Will not the country’s manpower needs, esPeCially if血e

Americans continue their escalation’Start SWallowing up many

Of your teacher§ and university student§i’’

``Definitely no:’he replied. ``The country needs manpower

for the war, but it needs cadres for the futurc more. We are

rich enough to provide both. For in§tanCe,血e numbers of our

Studcnts to be §ent abroad will be greatly increased. In many

CaSCS it’s the only way for血em to acquire technoIogy and ad-

VanCed scientific concepts. Not only will we retain and expand

Our PreSent StOCk of teachers and students but we wi11 draw

in more university §tudents from血e non-Scholastic world. We

Will intensify血e complementary courses so that 30 per cent

Of our matriculated graduates will be from thesc adult cour§eS.

We expect to have at least one million following complementary

Study courses in血e new school year, and the modified program

Will al§O be taught in these cour§eS. We will follow our young

PeOPle wherever they go, in the amy・ On the big construction

jobs, SO that wherever they are, thcy can continue血eir educa-

tion. We did血is before with the Amy in peacetime;即W in

Wartime, WC muSt make∴eVen greater e債orts. In the Ar皿y We

have stepped up the general educationa=evcl from first and
Second year standards to an average of six血and seven血year-

Very important when it comes to mastering complicated weaPOnS

and techniques,’’concluded Minister Nguyen Van 'Huyen.

At the Pedagogic In§titute’there were more details On the
``new deal・, for education. The director of the Institute, Pham

Huy Thong′ a Small’SCholarly historian’With the thick-len§ed

glasses typical of many intellectual§ Of his generation’had also

COme straight from the nationwide conference on education.
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He wa§ ab賞e to tell me of deci§ion§血at even血e public wouId

not know about for several皿Onth§・ They were being applied

immediately’eVen before血ey had gone through the process of

formal approval at variou§ level§. (One of the by-Products of

War, One nOted, Was that in Nor血Vicma皿, at least, it slashcd

red tape by血e hundreds of miles.)

``Mo§t important decisions have been taken’,, said director

Thong, ``because our leaders now attach the utmost importance

to training teachers and technical cadres. All students in the

future will receive 100・Per Cent financial support from the state・

We have around 4’000 at our institute. New important material

§uPPOrt Will be given to teachers also.’’

He went on to cxplain血at unti量then’Only third-Cyde teach

ers were fu11y paid by the §tate′ SeCOnd-CyCle teachers were paid

half by血e state and half by the population where they taught・

a重ld first-Cyde teachers received only one quarter of血eir §alary

frcm the state’血e re§t f章om血e population. The latter always

Paid up, because they attached §u血i皿POrtanCe tO having血eir

children well cducated’but pay皿ent§ Were irregular’depending

On When the harvests had been brought in and sold. In the fu

ture, SCCOnd-CyCle teachers will be wholly paid by血e state,

Which wiIl make it easier for the l∝al population to pay the

first-CyCle ones on time, and血e state will insure血at the latter

get the same social benefits’PenSions and so on’aS their col_

leagues.
``All this represents a great stimulus to teachers and student§

to carry on;’said Pham Huy Thong∴.But we had other prob-

lem§ tO COPe With. All our young people have enlisted in血e

`thTee readies,’many of血e teachers’tOO. They all want to

take off with a gun in血eir hand and shoot at Americans. Wc

had to carry out a very serious political and ideological cam-

Paign, and enlist血e help of the party and govemment to

PerSuade them血at studying was the best contribution血eyl

cou量d make to beating血e enemy-nOW and in血e future.,,

About血ree・quarterS Of血e students and pI.Ofe§SOrs Were alJ

ready evacuated to the countryside’and others were moving out¥

even while our interview was proceeding. A strictly limited

number were per皿itted to stay’because certain laboratory

equipment in the physics and chemistry section’needing con・「
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Stant attCntion and strictly maintained temperatures, had been

Shifted down into deep ba§ementS’and classes which used this

equlPment WOuId remain.
``The §tudents went out into the forest§, full of cnthusiasm;・

Said Mr. Thong∴’They downed trees and bamboo’SaWed up

the timber and built new dassrooms and living quarters. within

a few weeks studies started again and morale and application

to work was higher than it had evcr been. In fact we had two

CVaCuations. Once, into a remote mountain area, Where we

decided after a while that §uPPly and com皿unications problems

for an organization like ours were too great. Wc left the build-

ings for o血ers for whom such problems were not so important

and buiIt again in the plains’in an area where we could grow

most of our own food and be in close con宣act wi心血e population.

Staff and students work together to grow vegetable§, raise chickens

and pigs and so on.’, He repeated the genera=ine§ Of Nguyen

Van Huyen’s explanation o重the new program and when I asked

to what extent the Institute’§ PrOgram had been a鱈ectcd by血e

War, he said:
``Not much. Student§ are taught血e elements of first aid §O

they can be of immediate use in bombard皿entS. First aid is

now incorporated as a regular subject. We retaln half血ose who

graduate as third-Cyde teachers and give血em six weeks’mili・

tary training’theoretical and practical, §O血at if心ey are even-

tually called up they’ll have some notions of what to do. All

Students get two weeks, military training a. year. A few teachers

and senior students were called up in the very first days of the

a-ttacks’but this was immediately §tOPPed. The §tudy of physics

and bioIogy has bcen slightly皿Odified by血e war situation,

not much.’’

Mr. Thong considered血at one of the main by・Products of

the evacuation was血e new relationship between teachers and

Students on血e one hand and between血e institute community

as a whole and血e population, On the o瓜er. ``It’s a two way

Process’,, he §aid. ``Our people take an enthu§iastic part in the

heaIth drive. They want decent WC,s’Pure Water SuPPlies and

bath・houses’nOt Only because they are used to such facilities

but it is part of血e national hea量th campaign. They bring new

techniques to bear and help as spare-time teachers in genera重
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education da§Se§・ But血ey also become integrated with the

PeOPle, Study血eir problems’enter into their lives. This is

PreCisely one of the aims of our education. We want to train
real militant§, CaPable of carrying out what we call血e `tech・

nical revolution, and having a realistic attitude to life,s prob・

1ems. The war has given a great impetus to this; it i§ nO longer

theoretical or abstract.
``Our main task is to tum out血ird-Cyde teachers. Every dis・

trict now ha§ a血ird-CyCle school. We want teachers who stand

ShouIder to shoulder with the students and we want the students

Who become teachers to feel they are rea11y part of the country.

At the district to which they are assigned, they should not only

be there as teachers’but apply their knowledge to practical a重-

fairs; taking part’for example・ in the campaign to harvest five

tons of rice per hectare. The tasks of the peasantry §hould also

become’in part’血eir tasks. We always aimed at tuming out

all-rounders’but瓜e Americans have now forced us to speed up

the p重oces§・’’

He took me for a stroll around the Institute buildings and

here, aS On many O血er occasions, One nOted that what was a

great disadvantage in peacetime years was proving advantageous

in the new situation. Classrooms and domitories are poverty-

§tricken a任airs’aStOnishing to find in any capital city. They are

for the main part nothing more than extended peasant hut§-

Single-StOried buildings, Walls of pleated bamboo and血atch

roofs, the barest covers for血e comfortless bare benches and

desks inside the dassrooms, hard bamboo and wooden beds in

the dormitories.
“We started to build a few three-StOry brick buildings’,, said

Pham Huy Thong almost apoIogetically’WaVing his hand to

the few modem buildings on血e campu§′ “and we intended

to continue’but with the war we have had to postpone that:,

How much more di紐cult it wouId have been for students to

have had to move out of modem glass and chrome buildings

and abandon feather beds and flush toi量ets for the countrysideI

The fact that the North Vietnamese continued their austere,

frugal hard-WOrking lives’With no great di任erences in living

COnditions for workers, Civil servants or intellectuals, and no

great difference between town and countryside’makes the move
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back to the countryside far smoother than would be possible in

any modem’WeStem SOCiety’Or indeed any sophisticated Asian

socicty. It is another of those builtin defenses which the Penta-

gon computer§ are incapable of absorbing into their cipher.

Pham Huy Thong was worried血at teachers’training courses

had becn of two or three years’duration only, instead of the

four or five years he considered necessary to tum out a really

qualified alトrounder’With a broad general culture and an ex-

pert knowledge of his own specialty. =Although the courses are
short;・ he said, ・・they are very comentrated. Demands were so

great’that we could not have longer ones. AIso it is di航cult

to retain the students. They want to jump into activity. And

this is good because we need militants who are buming to get

to work, but we also need them highly qualified. They have to

be able to train cadres capable of working with machines ap-

propriate to the technical requlrementS Of our country" So we

have a program of calling them back for refreshcr courses’maybe

for one year, then back to work for a γear and after that an-

other year of studies. In the sciences’from now on, We Will

probably try and retain studems for the fu11 four to five years.
The best of the graduates・ in any case’We Wi11 keep on as pro-

fessors or research students. Those who have domestic or othcr

di鯖culties in taking the refresher course§, Will continue to study

by correspondence:’

After the interview was finished, Pham Huy Thong’a §mall’

eager figure’knapsack and ri組e on hi§ back’Clambered aboard

a truck with a few similarly accoutered students and started o任

for somewhere in the countryside where the conference on

education was continuing. Despite his thick-lensed specta。es’

he wa§ also a member of the Institute,s self-defense corps.

I also visited lHanoi・s beautiful new Polytechnic Institute’the

building and equipment a gift from the Soviet Union’a lovely’

gleaming glass and concrete building wi血machine-gun emPlace-

ments, 1ike storks・ nests’SCattered over the roofs. It is Hanoi’s

finest and most modem building’but marked down for aban-

donment even before the o臆cial opening ceremony. Useless to

repeat the conversation there. The same aims’the same prob-

lems, the same dcdication as at the Pedagogic Institute and as
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Set Out at the Mini§try Of Education. I had already stumbled

across one of血e cvacuated facultie§, metallungical, in血e junglc

and was assured by the profe§SOrS that since evacuation there

WaS an a]l-rOund improvement of the schoIastic level’aS∴eX-

PreSSed in exam result§・ ``They all feel the school is their own

now’’’said one of the professors, ‘`and after all they built it.,,

At what was left in the Hanoi building I was interested in

One Of血e problems that the fourth-year Construction Faculty

WaS engaged in. It was∴§tudents of this faculty’incidentally’

that manned血e machine guns on血e roof’under the expert

eye of a regular amy o臆cer who had taken part in downing

12 planes. In one of the research laboratories, Students were

POrlng OVer What looked like a structure of tubular aluminum

elements §imilar to血ose used as the framework of campers,

tents. Only they tumed out to be tubular steel, and the shape

WaS a bit di節erent. The structure proved to be a miniature

model of what could be standardized’Pre-fab sections for evacu-

ated factory buildings. Light and mobile, the elements could

easily be transported in trucks’quick量y as§embled and dis-

mounted in case the vagaries of cscalation made relocation again

neCeS§ary・

`’Our practical work i§ nOW Very muCh geared to war needs;,

the professor escorting me explained’aS he showed me the

Various instrument§ for testing stresses and ten§ions of tubular

Steel, the strength of welded joints, and so on. ``Our practicaI

WOrk here has always been geared to actual production prob-

]ems. Factories and engineers send us all §Ort§ Of probIems to

SOIve. Now anything to do with the war e任ort has ab§Olute

Priority. We are still experimenting with light stmctural ele-
ment§ Suitable for housing the plants which have been evacu-

ated・ The present bamboo and血atch buildings are all right a§

emergency structures but we must think of replacing them with

SOmething more pemanent to protect valuable machinery from

the worst that man and nature can do. And we have to think

Of something for the evacuated workers a bit more solid and

COmfortable than the huts and barracks血ey,re living in now.

It’s not much good talking about the technical revolution if

Our technique can’t quickly soIve such problems.,,

As to whether血c student body had been a任ected by the
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COuntry’s manpower needs, the answcr was: `’We have at present

8,500 students and thi§ year We Will be taking on 50 per cent

more than our nomal annual intake. When we started here we

had　50　teachers, nOW We have over l,000; nOne have been

mobilized, though all would go to the front if they wcre en-

COuraged to do §O.’’

That about clased my invcstigations as to how血e war had

a紐ected血e educational system′ al血ough wherever I visited in

the countryside I made a point of dropping in on local schooIs・

always finding that thing§ WOrked about the way the education

minister had explained.

Back at the hotel, after the visit to血e Polytechnic Institute,

a colleague’Who had come with the friendliest intentions to

support the Viemamese people with his typewriter’WaS Slumped

over a table, his head in his hands, unhappy and troubled. ``I’ve

come to write about their sufferings;’he groaned, ``but all they

will talk about is `Victory’.’’



Chopier 6

MEDICINE OしD AND NEW

How doe§ a backward country like Vietnam face up to the

medical and surgical problems imposed by half a million or so

tons of bombs a year? And the constant threats of ``worse to

COme〕’’

Health Mini§ter Dr. Pham Ngoc Thach was the obviou§ Per-

§On tO tum tO for the answer. Dr. Thach, a Small, StOCky man,

With a bronzed face and balding head and fairly radiating his

inexhaustible energy’Originates from the imperial family of

Annam. A cou§in of fomer Emperor Bao Dai, he threw in his

Iot with the Vietminh revolutionaries at an early age. After the

Augu§t I945 uprising, Pham Ngoc Thach headed the Vietminh

administration set up in the Nam-Bo (Cochin・China), and when

血e resistance war started against the French, he left for the

jungle to organize a medical service which he continued to di-

rect and cxpand, Setting up phamaceutical plants in the jungle,

until the war ended. (A cousin, Dr. Ho Thu, Perfoms a similar

service in血e Liberation Front zones of South Vietnam today.)

A brilliant皿edical §Cienti§t, Dr. Thach is known among hi§

WeStem COlleagues for his original research work on TB. He i§

the architect of Vietnam’§ health services today’having built

them up brick by brick mainly from the medical §ChooIs he

establi§hed in the jungle during the resistance, but al§O rein・

forced by a number of brilliant French"trained Vietnamese doc・

tors and suI‘geOnS Who gave up their often lucrative practices in

Paris to serve their own people. Because the hard resistance

years forced Dr. Thach to rely largely on medicinal plants and
traditional medicine, he is an ardent advocate of a harmonious

development of both traditional and western medicine. It is aI-

most useles§ tO try and find him in his ministry and the likelie§t

Place of all is in the Hanoi TB hospital and re§earCh center・ To

my first and main question’he replied as follows:

“The American attacks did not catch us by §urPrise. Thanks

to our medical organization, Which gocs all the way down to the
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agricultural cooperatives’WOunded have been treated on time’

and almost on the spot. In fact’all the village§ in the plains

have medical and matemity clinics and almost all the coopera-

tives have a public health organization. Seventy per cent of the

Villages in the highlands (Where the tribal minorities live) also

have血eir medical and matemity clinic§・ In peaoetime, these

Organizations take care of the public health campaigns, VaC-

Cinations again§t §ma11pox, Cholera, ParatyPhoid, diphtheria,

tetanus’Whooping cough and poliomylitis. They render first

aid to the sick and §end urgent §urgical or obstetrical cases to

their district hospital. Over 90 pcr cent of mo血e購give birth

in the village matemity clinics.
`.Our medical service’in o血er words’i§ SOlidly establi§hed at

village level. So it,s natural in wartime血at these clinics give

first aid to the wounded and treat shock case§ On血e spot while

Waiting to evacuate patients to the district ho§Pital. For mon血s

PaSt’in view of血e savage and indiscriminate American bomb・

ings’the district §uI.geOnS Often operate in the village clinic§,

avoiding what, after a bombing raid, are Often di債cult transport

COnditions for the patient.’’

“Can you have §u臆cient stocks of plasma or blood widely dis-

persed enough to treat shock and lo§S Of blood immediately, in

view of the fairly haphazard nature of血c bombingiv’’I asked.

In answer’Dr. Thach invited me to accompany him to an

improvised ``operating theater,, in the basement of one of the

hospital buildings. On a table’tWO dogs lay on their sides, fac-

1ng eaCh other. A tube’through whi血blood was pulsing’led

from one to the other’heartbeats’blood pressure and resplra-

tion automatica11y recorded by needles on sIowly・reVOIving

graphs∴`We are still trying to discover exactly what happens to

the nervous system in the case of §hock of varying degrees’’’ex-

plained Dr・ Thach. ``In this experiment one of the dogs is geト

ting blood §uPPly fed to the brain through direct transfusion

from the other, While the rest of the system is §eVered. This is a

theoretical study.,, We pas§ed into another laboratory’Where a

third dog was tied down to the高operating table;’and as we

watched half the blood was drained out of the body’flickering

needle§ reCOrding what was very close to death-conC Of the con-

dition§ Of extreme shock due to Ioss of blood. The dog’s eye§
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dosed and he scemed perfectly inert. Nurses then gave a large

intravenous injection and at the §ame time a solution was §lowly

fed in through a tube in the dog,§ mOuth. Within seconds, the

recording need]es’Which had started to draw the straight line

Of dinical death, Started鮎ckering again and soon were de.

SCribing definite rythmic zig-ZagS aS the heart and respiratory

Sy§tem §tarted to work again. Within §eCOnds the dog,s eycs had

OPened and his bodγ WaS Pulsing away fairly nomallγ・

``That’s the practical application of wha` we have Ieamed

from our theoretical studie§,,, Dr. Thach cxplained. =It is di重・

ficult for us to have stocks of plasma available everywhere for

immediate emergency use. And at village level it is not alway§ POS・

Sible to make transfusions. But we have developed this me血od

Of intravenous injections of a solution that we call NTG, COm-

bined with an isotonic solution of a glucose type of serum ad-

ministered orally. With this method we have been able to §aVe

Very SeVere Shock cases without resorting to blood transfusions

Or血e use of blood serum. Apart from shock cases血rough

lass of bloed’We∴are a]so doing a good deal of research on血e

actual effects of §hock from blast. We have many such ca§eS

now’eSPeCially among children’due to血e great expIos主ve

POWer Of the bombs血e Americans are using.’’

I asked what o血er re§earch was being done’directly related

to the war situation. He took me into a血ird laboratory where

an experiment wa§ being carried out on guinea pigs for testing

lime-Water aS an antidote for phosphorou§ bombs. ``This method

is about perfected’’′ Dr. Thach §aid∴`It i§ Simple and e伍cient’

Can be applied by anyone and anywhere.’’

The small body’tied down to the ``operating table’,′ quivered

Slightly as the drops of coIorle§§ liquid splashed on its back.

Within 40 seconds blui§h whitc smoke started rising from the

SOaked skin and within a few more seconds there were anguished

SqueaIs as the smoke burst into flame’long brilliant spads

leaping between the smoke 8Pirals. A masked′ White-gOWned

figure poured on another liquid which extinguished the岨ames

but did not stop the squeals,血en deftly wrapped the whole

body in liquid-SOaked gauze and it was∴Carried away′ Still

Squealing, its place on血e ``operating table,′ taken by another

Small, quivering body. Again some splashes of innocent.looking
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Iiquid, White smokc and squeals a§血e smoke burst into flames

On the bare body. But this time血c squeals trailed away as

liquid from another bottle was poured on・ and ended com・

pletely as the little body was wrapped in gauze saturatcd wi心

血e same liquid. Wi血in scconds血e bandagcd guinca:Pig was

nibbling contentedly some green§・

``White phosphorous’,, explained Dr. Thach’`’wc have to血d

mean§ Of countering it that can be available in cvery village and

can be applied by血e pcasant§血emselvcs. The da§Sic method

is copper sulphate but it’s very expensive and can’t be made

available on a mass §Cale. That was used in the first expe重iment.

In the second, Ordinary limc watcr′ aVailable in every Viet-

namese village, WaS uSed. As you §aW’it is more effccdvc. The

pain stops immediately and血e bum§ heal much quickcr. It’s

a question of gctting血e mixture absolutely right.’’

I remarked that I had not heard the Amcri⊂anS WC章e uSing

pho§Phorou§ bombs in the North∴`They are using them in the

South’・・ replied Dr. Thach’``and we皿u§t reCkon on them using

them against our villages as Johnson escalates血e war. We

must prepare for血e worst:’

・・We are also studying a simple and practical皿ask in case

血e Americans start using gas or other toxic products.′● When I

asked for details, he smiled and said: =This is on our §eCrCt li§t.

If the Americans kncw what principles we wcrc working on血cy

WOuld try and counter its e伍cacy:’

Later, On Dr. Thach・s advice, I visited the∴§Plendidly-

equipped bioIogical research laboratorics and $aW Whitc mice

being injected by variou§ tyPeS Of toxic chemicals that血e

American§ have been using in South Victna皿, Sa皿Ples of which

have found thcir way to the North. After a皿inute dose of one

of血e agents’the legs s舶ened’the皿OuSe Started to stagger and

then fell. =It has the same e任ect on pigs and bu優alo,’’the re-

searcher explained, ・・and also on small children and aged’Weak

people.・・ The mice血at died were passed over to a dissector who

carefully removed皿inuscule livers′ §Pleens and kidney§ amd

took blood §amPles which were passed on back for laboratory

test§・ ・・Wc can’t take any chances・,,血e head of the laboratory

said. ・・Today it.s in the South and tomorrow it血ay be here.,,

And obviously any discovcries a§ tO antidotes could be passed
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OVer Radio Hanoi to the South in血e form of a scientific com.

皿entary!

Retuming to my talk with Dr. Thach’he explained that

against certain of the chemicals being air.§Prayed in the South

under the general name of ・・defoliants’・・ the resulting irrita-

tions and inflamation§ COuld be cured by extract§ Of certain

medical pIant§・ `●We don,t always know the reason why but we

try to find out. In our situation’it,s not for us to try and find

ConPIicated’highly specialized methods of treatment, but to

find simple and cffective treatments within the grasp of our

local public health services. People,s war imposes on our re-

SearCher§ an e任ort to find simple remedies’that everyone can

use. Bu=he discovery of such remedies requires knowledge of

modem’§Cientific data combined with most detailed laboratory

research work and repeated 。inical tests・ before their populari-

之a亡ion.’’

Certain of the§e Plant extracts’aCCOrding to Dr. Thach言n

Clinical tests had proved effective against staphylococci resistant

to other antibiotics.

Four一批hs of the patient§ from the TB hospital and the same

PrOPOrtion of medical personnel had been evacuated to the

COuntrySide and this was tme of all the other hospitals and

medical research centers that I visited. A great deal of ex-

PenSive laboratory equipment had been removed and moth-

balIed in safe places, until the end of the war. I asked Dr. Thach

to what extent the evacuation’mOthballing of research equip.

ment and what obviousIy must have been a large-SCaIe mobili'

Zation of medical personnel for the variou§ fronts, WOuld affect

normal medical research.
``We will continue research with less sophisticated cquip-

ment,’’Dr. Thach explained’…and we will continue our peace・

time public health campaign§・ The war wi11 push us to go much

faster in血is. For two years now, after clinical and successful

field tests’We have developed our own §ubcutaneous injections

for cholera’tyPhoid fever’diphtheria and tetanus. Cholera and

Smallpox have been wiped out since 1957. The chronic cholera

epidemic, which made its appearance in South Vietnam two

years ago’did not spread to the North’thanks to our public

health campaigns. Typhoid fever and diphtheria have been
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PraCtically wiped out in those regions where 90 per cent of the

POPulation have had subcutaneous injections. An epidemic of
infantile paralysis five years ago disappeared’thanks to the

Sabin vaccine which our institute of epidemioIogy continues to

PrOduce despite the wartime di臆cultie§・ (Later I was to watch

the production of thi§ VaCCine and control tests on live mon・

keys.) Serious intestinal diseases caused by insanitary conditions

have practically disappeared thank§ tO血e vigor o白he public

health campaign waged since the American attacks.’’And’he

could have added thank§ tO his own insistence on the cIosed

doub量e-tOilet system’individual wells and o血cr sanitary im-

provements’referred to el§eWhere. ``We are also studying the

problem of virulent malaria (With which血e American§ are

having great trouble in the central highland§ Of South Vieト

nam〉 and a §Olution to this problem, Of worldwide importance,

wi11 be found. An attempt to use vaccination against helmin-

thiasis is also being tackled.’’

Then Dr. Thach dealt with a §ubject veIγ do§e tO his heart

-the treatment of tuberculo§i§ With the use of killed BCG vac-

cine (as opposed to血e live vaccine nomally used) toge血er

with the baci11us subtilis, Which he did much to develop and

on which he has been invited to present papers at many in-

temational confercnces on TB.
``Vaccination against TB with killed BCG, Studied clinically

and experimentally in North Vietnam for almost eight years’

because of血e ease with which it can be administered and its alト

round e任ectivene§S’has greatly contributed to lowering mor-

tality from this disease. In one district of Hanoi’With a popula-

tion of 100,000, and which has been followed since 1960’the TB

mortality rate, aS reVealed by radio-Photography’has fallen from

20.6 per thousand in 1960 to 4.3 per血ousand in 1964・ that is

a reduction of almo§t 80 per cent in four years. This’despite ma-

terial condition3 Which are still di鯖cult.

買The bacillus subtilis,,, continued Dr. Thach言`which has

been known to us since 1952 through the work of Henri and

Albot, has becn used in big therapeutic doses through numerous

injections. EmpIoyed alive, either via the lungs, by subcutaneous

Or even intravenous injections,血is bacillu§ has given surprising

results not only for pulmonary and other varieties of TB’but
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also for lepro§y and whooping cough. Administercd by nasal

inhalations it enab量es血e prevention of epidemics of whooping

COugh and measles. Our doctors also employed it during the

PaSt year With encouraging result§ in treating tetanus and Japa-

nese encephalitis, aS Well as in血e treatment of infccted wounds

and burns.

The conversation then tumcd to the use of various medicinal

Plants,血e effects of which were known but in manγ CaSeS nOt

the reason§ Why. Dr. Thach advised皿e tO Visit another labora-

tory where ``family planning,, experimcnt§ Were being canied

Out On White rabbits.

A group of cheerful white-gOWned young women met me and

escorted me to血e rabbit house. Here an experiment was in

PrOgreSS’in which a preci§ely・meaSured amount of bluish liquid’

fed in through a tube in the rabbit,s nose, Within a few minutes

resulted in an artifrcial miscarriage’Or abortion. They repeated

the procedure on several other members of the rabbit coIony

and §howed me charts wi血dosages and weights and ages of

rabbits’the variou§ time§ it took for satisfactory abortion’aC・

COrding to dosages and §O On. The liquid came from a plant’

Similar to indigo’and was in fact used bγ血e Meo tribespeople

to dye血eir homespun doth-and to produce abortions. The

rabbits showed no ill e任ects even after proIonged ob§ervation’

they said, nOr did the young Meo tribe§WO皿en. But further

investigation would be made before血e plant juice would be

judged an acceptable ``family planning” agcnt.

In this connection’Dr. Thach explained that it had been

known for a long time that certain old women among most of

the mountain tribespeop]e had secret contraceptive conc∝・

tions′ Or at least those which produced abortions. The morals

Of young people before皿arriage are′ Or uSed to be’nOtOriously

lax but babies bom to unwed girl§ reduced considerably their

material value as brides. So the old women who kept the secrct

Of ``血e pi11,, were in great demand. But the strictest secrecy was

maintained’Perhaps at first because of tribal rivalries over such

matters, but later because血e French Catholic missionaries who

established themselves all over the country regarded such prac-

tices as outright handiwork of the devil. Punishments were

SeVere if the practitioners were discovered. So the secrets remained
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in the hands of a few old women and were passed on from

fa皿ily to family. Dr. Thach and hi§ reSearChers §et tO WOrk to

pry out血ese secret§′ OnCe fa皿ily planning became∴an O鯖cial

PrOject・
``It required proIonged political and ideoIogical work’’’§aid

Dr. Thach’``the tribespeople never yield their secrets easily’

especially血e older people. It took a long time to gain血eir

confidence, but in the∴end they began to yield. Now we have

some really exciting perspectives.’, And he went on to describe

血e e任ects of one plant which produces temporary sterility after

swaIIowing one single dose and fertility agaln by a single dose

of an antidote, also from a. local plant・ If血e anddote is not

taken’§terility remains for all time. The plants have already

been found, the juice§ eXtraCted and they are at present under-

going laboratory tests’Whereas the indigo-tyPe abortion-PrOVOker

has already passed laboratory and dinical tests. The potentials

of血e sterility・fertility philter are obviously overwhel皿ing. Dr.

Thach is very cautious in professional conversations about血e

potentials’but is also excited about the prospects of his country

capturing a world markct in what could be the most popular

medicament of our time. “One of血e role§ Of advanced medical

science’・・ he said, ``is to explain scientifically the a量most miracu-

lous properties of many of the medicinal plant§・ There are cer-

tain leaves, for instance, uSed by血e tribespeople血at reduce

fractures and help血e bones set in a haction of血e ti皿e Of our

most advanccd皿ethods. Our doctor§ are Studying plants血at

are very e任ective agamSt arteriosderosis’Others against皿alaria

and a wide variety of intestinal diseases.’’

Life expectancy had doubled during血e previous decade from

30 to 60 years’the adult death rate having dropped from 20

per血ousand in ]955 to six per血ousand in 1964’infant mor-

tality in血e same period having dropped from 300 to 28 per

血ousand. ・・Our people live much longer and die much older

and血is means we have to do Iots of experimental and clinical

research in disease§ Iike arteriosderosis, chronic bronchitis and

cancer wi血which we had little to do in血e past’’’Dr. Thach

explained. ・・We do not Iet血e war interfere wi血such research.

As far as surgery lS COnCemed we gained some world atten。on
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wi血Iiver operations and now for血e past few years we have

been succe§Sfully carrying out throat cancer operations.’’

Referring again to the importance he and his colleagues in

the Health Ministry attach to the study of medicinal plants and

traditional medicine, Dr. Tha血said: =Clinical results obtained

from many of these medicines pose theoretical problems for

which our doctors, chemists and bioIogists must find the answers

in their laboratories. In this way medical research′ medical ob・

servation and experimental medicine are 。osely linked. The

problems are numerous and complicated but if we combine

modem knowledge and practice with the experience of tradi-

tional medicine’We hope’bit by bit’tO find the answer to prob-

lems血at ba鯛e us now. To have the most simple and e鯖cient

treatments within血e grasp of all’requlreS a VCry high level of

modern science.’’

At the pilot hamlet of Quang An, mentioned in an earlier

chaptcr’I noticed that l10 medicinal plants growing in血e

vicinity had been listed; SamPles of most of them had been

planted in the small garden of the local 。inic. And in血e local

phamacy’alongside one cabinet for modem medicine∴SuCh as

streptomycin and other antibiotics’there was another cabinet

for traditional medicine§, SOme Of them little packets of pow-

dered roots or crumbled leaves. All medicine, WeStern and tradi-

tional, WaS SOld only by prescription. The local health o航cer

assured me血at 85 per cent of patients were cured by traditional

medicine. The phamacy wa§ run by the agricultural coopera-

tive. In血e same courtyard as the general clinic wa§ also血e

matemity clinic where 48 babies were scheduled for delivery

during 1966.

At Hanoi’s University Surgical Hospital’the director’Pro.

fessor Tung’tOOk me to see∴a Strikingly handsome γOung lad’

17 years of age’Who had recently been brought to Hanoi from

Vinh for a bone graft. He was a third-CyCle student’a member

of the school,§ Self-defense unit. Planes came to attack an anti-

aircraft battery near his school. He had rushed out, POinted his

light machine gun at a diving plane and started firing. ``Then

there was a tremendous expIosion’” he said’``and next thing I

was romng down a small ravine and my leg was covered wi血

blood.・・ Professor Tung, One Of North Vietnam’s finest surgeon§・
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Who acted as interpreter’eXPlained that血is was a rare case’

brought to Hanoi for treatment. ``He was a brilliant pupil;’he

Said, ``and §howed such great courage that it was thought excep-

tional e任orts should be made to save his leg. He lay for two

month§ in a district hospital, but it became evident that only

a bone graft of血e type we do here could save血e leg. We have

Started work’and will §aVe it' We are using a bit of young calf

bone, Very Suitable for such a case・ His leg will be pemanentlγ

St掘becau§e Of the knee injury.’’

``What do you think about血at?’’I asked血e lad.

``I would willingly give my leg or my life for my country;’

he said so spontaneously and wi血such a wam smile血at it was

dear血e word§ Came Straight from his heart. The point Pro-

fe§SOr Tung wanted to make was血at it was very rare血at

SungicaI cases were brought to Hanoi・

``Almost all operations are carried out in the district ho§・

Pitals’,, he said. ``It is very rare血at patients are brought to

ProVincial hospitals and even rarer to Hanoi・ Of血e many

thousands woundcd since血e Americans started thcir bombings,

Only 31 have come to血is hospital, and ours is thc chief surgical

hospital in Hanoi・ The Mini§try has made an enomou§ e任ort

to adapt血e district hospitals to our war needs and to train

more of our doctors in war surgery. At血e present time′ We

have over 200 di§trict hospitals able to cope with血eir fore-

Seeable problems.’’

At血e Gia Lam di§trict hospita量, Which had been moved out

Of its almost new three-StOry building in血e Hanoi outskirts

into a centuries-Old Buddhist pagoda’I found that the 100 beds

Were SerVed by 90 medical personnel’including nine doctors

of whom two were surgeons, and ten assistanトdoctors (With two

years of medical training). The hospital §erved 33 villages, eaCh

of which had a small four-tO」uve-bed dinic with a qualified

nursing sister in charge’and 147 agricultural cooperatives. In

the nine months since it had been evacuated to血e pagoda, 150

OPerations had been performed’many Of them by the aid of

the six-VOlt bicycle lamp’referred to earlier. Eight of the opera-

tions had been for appendicitis and 30 Caesareans.
``In血e case of intensified bombardments of the Hanoi area,

COuld you cope?,, I asked the doctor in charge.
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``There are aIso two stand-by field hospital§ in this district

each with 200 beds,’’he replied. ``Wi血their help, and the loca

Village clinic§・ We think we can cope.,, He §howed me emergenq

Surgical kit§, PaCked in sma1=ea血er §uitcases, uSed by mobil`

teams. The air pump for administering e血er was a footbal:

bladdcr’but the surgical kits’made in Gemany’looked

e債cient. The hospital sterilizer wa§ made from a sand-PaCked,

Cut-down petrol dru皿and could be heatcd by charcoal or woed.

I noticed ano血er modem one, g賞eaming under its wrappings,

Standing by for血e day when electricity was available. A vacuum

PumP for extraction of liquids’I noted’WaS∴adapted from an

Ordinary bicycle pump. A cabinet言n which certain medicines

had to be maintained at set temperaturcs’WaS heated by a

PetrOI lamp・ ``Improvisation is part of mini§terial policy’,,

Plained my guide∴`We want a1l our ho§Pital sta任s to血ink

血ese tems and get used to producing first{lass res血s with

minimum of modem equlPment.’’

On血e walls of血e pagoda, I noticed a life-Size scienti

drawing in chalk of certain anatomical aspects in血e techniq

Of family planning-free lessous for any patients who cared

gIance. The scores of lacquered Buddhas Iooked on with beni〈

indifference・ In any case, the educational wall drawings wi11

their importance if Dr. Thach wins out with his sterility-ferd

el ixir.

Before I completed the check-uP On血e medical system)

asked Minister Tha血what happened wi血wounded captur

Pi重ot§・
``The A皿ericans have once aga上n demonstrated their desi重

書or peace by血eir savage bombardments of Nam Dinh city’,, h

replied, ``by the u§e Of血eir B-52’s against Quang Binh provin(

and血eir escalation of attack§ against the §uburbs of Hanoi an

Haiphong. The list of our children, men and women, the sid

重epers’TB patients’that血ey have killed is∴a long one・ AIs

血e list of schooIs’hospitals, homes and roads血at血ey,ve

StrOyed. They are criminals and deserve to be punished as su{

NevertheIess, if血ey are captured wounded, We treat them wi

exactly the same care血at we give to our own patients.,,

C心opfe「 7

WOMEN AT WAR

when Nor血Vietnam・s leaders start to speak of血e roIc血eir

women are playing血eir faces take on an ecstatic Iook’血eir

eyes go moist’their voice§ husky. If血at is an exaggera。on’it

is a s皿all one. Not only血e leaders’but皿OSt Of血e men act

the same way when血e subject is raised. Wi心血is war’Vieト

namese women have come really into血eir own. In a few’Short

years,血ey have sprung out Of血e underprivilegcd status im-

posed by centuries of feudalism’CaPPed by coIonialis皿, into

their leading role in nationa=ife today. Before血ey were indis-

pensable only as wives and mothers. Now血ey are indispensable

as economic producers’a§ a great labor force’as farm and

factory managers’directors of hospitals and, Where need be’aS

combatants. Above all,血ey represent the great economic force

血at has freed血e皿en for what is universally refe調ed to as the

・・front・・whe血er it is the actual co皿bat front・ the hard, dan-

gerous con§truCtion jobs in血e皿Ountains, Or the road-building

and repair fronts.

The women are glorying and血riving in血cir new role. They

have been swirled up in血e whirlwind of the new revolution

血at is sweeping血e countryside and shaking it to its roots.

probably Vietnamese women will never be血e same again. They

are now the ・・more血an equals・・ in Victnamese society,血e real

indispensables. They have eamed themselves a new Statu§ and

are living up to血eir new role wi血dignity・ reSPOnSibility・

courage-一and gaiety. Above a11’血ey re皿ain very fe皿inine

despite having assu皿ed very皿aseuline respousibilitie§・

・・When血e pirates come the women must also take to arms’’’

is an ancient Victnamese saying. It was quOted to me many

times in explaining血e heroic role of Vietnamese women

血roughout history’Starting wi血the two sisters’Trung Trac

and Trung Nhi’Who in 40 A.D・ Put血emselves at the head of an

amy which rallied the people and drove血e Han (Chinese)
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invaders out of血e country. The Trung sisters founded a king.

dom which lasted血ree years. Then血e Hans came back.

Over血e past few years’WOmen in血e North have become

re重atively emancipated. Feudal customs still die hard in some

Of the villages. Parent§ Still want to arrange marrlageS; many

Still want their daughters to lacquer their tee止and wear button-

at-the-neCk blouses and stick to such traditional women’s work

as planting out rice seedlings’locking after ducks’Selling fam

Products in the market and so on. But in general, the young

PeOPle have broken away from that. According to the latest
available data, WOmen OCCuPy 48 per cent of jobs in light in-

dustry’45 per cent in handicrafts’38 per cent in administration’

32 per cent in §tate trading organs, and 23 pcr cent in heavy

ind us try.

And that was　血e　§ituation before the American bombers

StruCk. By now the women are doing the overwhelmingly greater

Part Of productive work-70 to 80 per cent of the work in agri-

Culture aIone. Not only unskilled work. Education Mini§ter

Nguyen Van Huyen had talked about the specialized training

courses in agriculture′ OPened at village level for women’after

the American attacks started and the men took o任for the fronts.

``The participation of women in collective labor has been血e

basis for our development’タ, said Le Thu’the be-SPeCtaded’

gentle-faced woman from血e intemational a任airs department

Of the Women’s Association in Hanoi・ ``In many cases, after 12

years of taking part in co11ective labor’they have reached the

]evel of higher education. As far as salaries are concemcd we

have complete equality with血e men’equal pay for equal work.

We receive State aid for the family during pregnancy, Paid

leave before and after child-bir血, etC. That’s some血ing com-

Pletely new in the history of our country. One great source of

joy for us women is血at our children, all our chiIdren, girls and

boys, gO tO SChool. In血e old days血e girls had to Iook after

their little brothers and sisters. In any case, there was usually

no room for them in the schooIs. All this has greatly contributed

to the real emancipation of our women and explains the enthu・

siasm with which we have血rown our§elves into the new tasks

imposed by血e war. On March 19, 1965’after the first American

attacks’the leaders of our country allotted血ree principal tasks

rights are asserted’equality wi血the men in all spheres,
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to the women: Stimulate production and defend t
he mother-

land, insure the day_tO-day life of the peop量e’take part in

comba章.

`̀The main task is to work in production. In our society now

血ere is a new distribution of work. Women are very apt for

productive work, eSPeCially in agriculture and light industry.

When the men take o任, gunS in hand’for the front’it’s the

women who must replace them in the factories and f
ields. When

the rear is §Olid, the men at the front are more assured, they

feel fortified for血e struggle. If the enemy come§ Where we are

working’We WOmen Will al§O engage in combat. That is dear.

`̀For us women, by taking part in production our funda・

technical and administr
ative capacity’and in e
ducation.’’

She explained with a sigh that §Ome Of her sisters were not

Lisfied with the ̀̀pa§Sive,’role of being mainly preducers. They

しt that point three of the Ieader§, directive was血c main thing;

ey wanted to get into the fight with guus in血eir hands’Or

least pass the ammunition’Care for the wounded’look after

msport and supplies. But Directive 99’Which血e Lao Dong

horkers Party) central committee had approved in relation

women,s activities, had stressed that product
ion was the main

sk and also that women §hould =do every血ing to insure t
he

皿being of the old peop重e’the women and children’because

e war increases their hardships every day・,, Based on the ta§k§

t, the Women,s Association had Iaunched a 
movement called

e =three re§POnSibi
lities’・・ parallel 
to the ̀̀血ree readi
es’’

しapted by血e youth. Textually this induded:

(l) Replace the men, free them for combat duties.

(2) Take charge of thc family, enCOurage husband and ch
i量-

.en to leave for the front.

(3) Serve or take part in combat when necessary.

These three points calmed血e feelings of even瓜e most

dent of血e members, aCCOrding to Le Thu, becau§e it was

so made dear that thc Americans having laun血ed the chaト

nge by attacking North and South of the 17th parallel’
the

⊥eStion of reunification o重the country wa§ On the order of the

ly. The main content of the national t
ask was defined as ̀̀de-

nd production and continue to build socialism, defend the
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North and liberate血e Sou心for血e reunification of血e coun.

try.’’As far as the women were concemed, there was to be no

more nonsense about paying lip-SerVice to the idea血at血e war

WaS tO be fought in two isolated compartments. For them there

WaS One Single front’One Single national task. Arms would not

be laid down, hu§bands and §OnS WOuld not be called home

until the Americans had called off血eir attacks against血e

North’been chased out of血e South and the country had been

reun脆ed.

This was made even more clear when Le Thu §aid: ・・The

most characteri§tic trait is血at the revolutionary and patrio。c

SPirit of the women is on血e upsurge. The will to take part in

血e ]iberation of the South i§ a Very Strong mOtive for our

WOmen. Two mon血s after血e movement was launched, OVCr

two million women had adhered to it’in血e plains as in心e

mountains, from血e 17血parallel to血e most distant coa§ta重

islands. ’’

She went on to explain血at in order to ・・steel血emselves and

learn to acquire revolutionary virtues;・ women from the non-

attacked areas went to Quang Bi血and Vinh Linh provinces

Where血e fight was hottest, tO learn how their sisters tilled血e

fie重ds and brought in the harvest despite血e daily bombard-

ment§・ ``The leading comrade§ from down血ere come here to

make reports. We send cadres from our Associadon down therc

and we publish booklets to publicize the experience§ Of心e

WOmen in血e front line. Wherever the Americans attack心ey

find women as heroic in combat as in production.′,

In my own travcIs’I came acro§S yOung wOmen eVeryWhere

Who had distinguished themselves in combat, Often in mo§t

unusual circumstances-血e young woman at血e Ghep ferry’

Who seized血e tiller under enemy fire after the helmsman had

been ki量led and his replacement badly wounded; the fragile girl

Who carried boxe§ Of ammunition twice her own weight during

a vital battle for the Ham Rong bridge; anOther from the same

unit who rushed to血e river bank under exp獲oding bombs to

SaVe a barge filled with rice. Teen_age gir量s made repeated trips

under expIoding bombs and machine_gun fire to carIγ kinder-

garten toddIer§ tO Safety. Scores and scores of girl§ bIushed, em-

barrassed to血e tips of their hair, When their co量leagues related
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血eir expIoits to me. Many villages in血e coa$tal areas now have

tiny war mu§eumS’Wi血bits of American planes and pilot’s

equipment and the photos of those who have∴§aCrificed血eir

lives in combat. A high propordon of血e latter are village girls.

I saw young women from a Na皿Dinh fruit-Canning plant

doing most realistic bayonet drills; One line wi心bayonetted

rifles in hand lunging ferociouslγ at anO血er line of girls who

had nothing in their hands’but expertly parried the thrusts and

tried to wrench the weapon§ aWay fro皿血eir ``opponent$.’’They

arc slim’beautiful giris’but strong as spring steel. In any §neak

landing attempt§・血e Americans would find themselves con-

fronted by tens of thousands of such young women’Well versed

in hand-tO-hand combat. At血e fruiトCanning plant, 80 per cent

of thc workers were young women who also made up 90 per

cent of血e selfdefense corps’mOSt O重the men worke購being on

thc∴Clderly side. They had permanent anti-aircraft positions set

up along血e river bank’including 12.7 and 20mm heavy ma-

chine guns all manned by girls, already veterans of 16 battles

to keep planes away from their factory. The same血ing is true

in Haiphong where the factory self-defense units in many ca§eS.

were almost exclusively composed of women’Well trained in

the ams血ey were expected to use. The fact血at the deputy

chief of the Liberation Army in the Sou血i§ a WOman’Nguyen

Thi Dinh, WaS a SOurCe Of satisfaction and inspiration for the

women of the North, I found.
=Our women;・ continued Le Thu’=now represent 70 to 80

per cent of the labor force in the agricultural cooperatives.

There’Where the fight is very tough’the women are very proud;

they have promised never to retreat. Production today demands、

not onlγ SWeat but blood. In血e most dangerous spots there

are groups of young girls’the vanguard’血e most courageOuS’

to continue the work. Their sIogan is: `Ncver Retreat.’

・・Very often’leaving for the front′ the husbands prepare shel-臆

ters for their wives’alongside血e field where血ey will be work-

ing. But the latter rarely use them, Only whcn the bombers are

I`ight over their heads. Sometimes the planes hang around for

a long time in the same spot・ But they stay there too’tO Snatch

away the harvest. There are cases where the bombs fall while-

the women are carrying back the §heaves, the blast sending血erm
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in one direction’the sheaves in ano血er. But as §OOn aS they are

On their feet again’they gather up the sheaves and carry on.

In such moments’they tell us, they feel especially strongly united

With their husbands at血e front. Wherevcr血cy work,血ere

are self-defense units on pemanent duty and firsトaid teams to

help the wounded. When we speak of血e `battle for血e harve§t’’

it is no Ionger agamSt nature血at we must fight but against a

Very Cruel’Very dangerous enemy.,,

Even the fact血at血e women have had to take over agricul-

tural production ha§ COntributed to the ``technical revolution’’

in the countryside. It has speeded up the drive to lighten physi-

Cal work. Instead of bashing血e grain out of the sheaves by

hand as fomerly′ there are now treadle・OPerated threshing ma-

chines. Instead of the back-breaking work of hand-Weeding’there

are small whceled implements that are pushed along between

the rows. Instead of husking the rice by pounding it in a pe§tle’

there are now mechanical huskers in mo§t COOPeratives. Most

‘`revolutionary’’of all, aS far as the women are concemed, is

that instcad of carrying.the∴Sheaves back in baskets suspended

from each end of a bamboo carrylng POle’a§ ha§ been done for

Centuries,血c sheave§ are nOW hauled in small handcarts, the

terraces between the rice fields having been specially enlarged

(O Permit their passage. Widening of the terrace§ has gone hand

in hand with a changed irrigation §yStem and the work of level.

ing o任the fields’SO that dozens of patch fieIds formerly sepa-

rated by narrow tcrraces because of the different levels are now

transformed into one perfectly level field. The crazy patch-WOrk

mosaic of fields and terraces’SO tyPical of the past・ is disappear-

ing in favor of large’reCtanguIar or square fields・ altemately

intersected by irrigation channels and the new wide’and often

metal一§urfaced bund paths-a Very lmPOrtant aSPeCt Of the `.rev.

Olution.’’

``Our women are very glad to leam the new methods,タ, con-

tinued Le Thu. “Their husbands will have pIenty to leam from

them when they retum. They take part in course§ for technical

improvement. They plant the rows of rice seedlings doser’in

Straight lines to enable mechanical weeding, in ea§t-WeSt roWS

to enable血e sun to do its work better; Seed selection is better

to increase yields. It is vcry largely bccause our women have
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mastered the§e neW techniques血at many cooperatives reached

five tons per hectare in 1965; also because our women are very

hard-WOrking. In certain provinces, SOme WOmen gOt in up to

400 work-days for the year:’

A workday is based on a quota of ten points which repre-

sents a ccrtain area pIoughed, Planted’Weeded or o血er defined

tasks. In certain cooperatives that I visited’there were women

who often eamed 30 to 35 points∴a day. Before血e American

attacks, When血ere was a manpower §urPlus on血e land’it was

rare for a co-OP member to gct in more血an 170 workdays a

year and the average was far below that’eSPeCially in血e ∞aStal

plains and the Red River delta.
For血eir part in the two-year eCOnOmic plan,血e ``three-

responsibilities・・ women in the countryside had pledged them-

selves to push for more mechanization’tO reduce physical e任ort

but intensify the work done’tO attain five ton§ Of rice per

hectare all over血e country’tO leam to plough properly and

prepare血e §eed in血e seedling nurseries’tO leam how to血atch

the roofs wi血rice straw after the harvest, and also to leam

the element§ Of caI.Pentry. Their皿enfolk were really in for

SurPrises I

As for industry,血e gentle Le Thu continued: ``There the

task is quickly to train new semi・Skilled workers. Those who

are already skilled take on novice§ tO WOrk alongside them for

training. There are also evening courses in di任erent specialties.

To train teams of women capable of management job§・ there

are weeks and even months when血cy practice self-manage皿ent.

That is to §ay’during one week or one mon血・ the women

themselves take over management. The training of technical and

management cadres has been very successful. The trade unions

helped a great deal・・・ She went on to cite the example of Hanoi’s

・・March 8・・ textile mill, Where l,906 of the ・`d虹ee・re§POnSibil-

ities・・ workers had mastered two or three specialties. The prin-

ciple of the drive for technical improvement was that not only

must they improve their qualifications in thcir own §PeCialtγ

but they should leam one or two mOre′ §O they would be in-

te rch ange able.
=Two hundred weavers,・・ continued Le Thu’“have not only

become skilled weavers but they have leamed to work at the
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§Plnnlng ma血ines as well. O血ers have leamed to repair血e

machines, exClusively a皿an’8 job before. They completed 1965

With two’million meters of textiles above血e plan.’’

Finally, Mrs. Le Thu explained that following血e advice of

President’Ho the women in the Nor血have engaged in a com

Petition wi心血eir si§terS in血e South to accomplish血e follow.

ing tasks, known as the ’`five pledges’’;

l (I) To fight wcll against the Americans and血eir puppets.

(2) Th produce well and to exercise strict economy in pm
duction.

1 (3) To feed血e war wounded well and look after them.

(4) To carry out family tasks well, tO Iock after and educate
the children properly.

(5〉 To be virtuous and behave properly.
``These are血e pledge§ undertaken by the women of North and

South, bl Lthe women of Hanoi and Saigon’by the women fro町

Our mOuntainous areas and血ose)Of血e high plateaux. On Mar血

8, ]967 (International Wo皿en’s Daγ) ,rePOrtS Will be presented

On the results.’’And Le Thu repeated血at a desperate struggle

has started for血e reunificatibn/ Of血e countrl・ l`’We will do

everything po§Sible that the country be reunited’血at血c, days o義

正sery in血e §outh will soon be over,血at the Americans will

be chased o読ofl Vietnam. This will to struggle is unive購al

among ourl women・,, She rccalled again the role played ・lby血e

Trung §isters in the fi購t century and by 、anqther VietnameSe

woman warrior’Trieu Trinh Nuong’Who during the Wu dy・

nasty in 248 A・D・ Put herself at血e head of an amy’tOgcther with

her brother, and in飾cted a heavy defeat on血e Chinese occu-

Pier§・ And abou=he herois血of Vietnamese women many times

``Du血g心e first re§i§tanCe War’,, che said・ =our women su鱈ered

greatlγ・ The memories of su鱈ering and bereavement are still not

e節aced from our hearts. Every vi11age has its memories of atroci・

ties. That is why, this time, Our WOmen tOgether with the孤en

are readl tO fight for five’ten’15 or more years if nece§§ary・

There is also瓜e question of our feelings toward our §isters in

the Sou血. We will do everything to shorteh血eir su鮎rings and

We Will try to Iollow their heroic example. We are all pf us ready

to sacrifice - OurSelves for them.’’

PγeSideわ! Ho Chi Mi′●h
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