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PREFACE

to the 1946 Vietnamese edition

Dear readers,

This little book is a collection of articles published in the
newspaper Si That (Truth) on the occasion of the first anni-
versary of the August Revolution. The articles have been re-
vised and filled out. Some passages have been re-written.

Our only aim is to relate the history of the heroic struggle
of our people, to submit it to a sericus assessment, to determine
the character and the significance of the August Revolution,
to outline its future development and, lastly, to propose to our
compatriots the immediate main tasks nccessary to the reali-
sation ef national independence, freedom and happiness.

At the present time, there are people who have not lost a
drop of sweat for the.revolution, or who have acted and are acting
as traitors, who try to deriy the importance of the August Revo-
lution. They pretend that our people did not have to struggle very
hard and that power fell into their hands by "chance. In face of
this reactionary point of view, we have only 1o recall the phases
of our people’s struggle in the Great National Salvation Move-
ment against the Japanese Fascists as well as in the August Gen-
cral Insurrection of 1945, We stress particularly the feading role
and crganising work of the Indochinese Communist Party and
the Viet Minh Front as well as their skilful tactics in the pre-
paratory period leading up to the insurrection.



We outline the details of this path to salvation and way of
building the country at this stage, the glorious path mapped
out for our people by President Ho Chi Minh, the way to check
the policy of the French colonialists which is a policy of ag-
gression and of successive encroachments in the military field,
and of division and deception in the political onc.

The August General Insurrection, like the Great National
Salvation Movement against the Japanese fascists, was a strug-
gle which had a varicty of forms and was rich in content. This
book does not pretend to contain the full story of its manifold
experiences. We hope that the fighters in our revolutionary
movement will draw further lessons from that treasury of ex-
perience and complement this book.

In any casc, the following pages will be of some use if

they succeed in strengthening the reader’s faith in the success
of the task of national liberation, and help him to understand
his civie duties better, and to correctly understand the policy
advocated by the communists in our country for the present
period and the Marxist-Leninist methods of mobilizing the
masses, adapted to the situation in Vietnam.

The August Revolution was of a decistve character, but it
was only the first great victory of the national lTiberation move-
ment. We shall have to fight harder battes (o safeguard our
national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, to
consolidate our democratic republican regime and to achieve
lotal independence.

The struggle for national liberation is extremely hard, but
it is sure to achieve complete victory. We firmly believe this
and now invite the reader to review with us our recent heroic
struggle so as to prepare for future struggles.

[anoi, September 29, 1946
TRUONG-CHINH

CHAPTER |

A GLORIOUS PAGE IN OUR HISTORY

THE HIGH TIDE OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENT

On march 9, 1945, the Japancese fascists swept the French
colonialists out of the political arena in Indochina. In less than
twenty-four hours the French colonialists laid down their arms
and surrendcered to the Japanese in all the main towns. Some
French units scuttled to the frontiers. Others, in Cao Bang and
Bac Can, made and attempt 1o cooperate with the Liberation
Army in the fight against the Japancese fascists. In Bac Can, a.
"I'ranco-Vietnamese resistance committee against the Japanese
fascists” was organized. But after a time, the French Teft us
and fled 10 China'. It can be said that the French (roops in
Indochina did not resist the Japanese. and that the Resistance
was solely our people’s work.

On the very night of March 9, the Standing Burcau of the
Central Committee of the Indochinese Communist Party de-
cided to launch a "Great National Salvation Movement against
1. Although Major Reul in Cao Bang and Licutenant Pontiche in Bac Can ordered their
iroops o cooperate with the Liberation Army. it was rather 1o avoid being disanned by
our forees than to carry on the struggle against the Japancse fascists. That was why they

fled before waging even s single batfe on our side.
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the Japancese Fascist"! ata meeting held at Tu Son (Bac Ninh
province), about 20 km from Hanoi.

The next day, in the Hoang Hoa Tham resistance zone
(High and Middle Regions of northern Viet Nam), the gucr-
rillas took isolated ports by storm, and disarmed a number of
French soldiers and of Bao An® units 1o prevent their arms
from falling into the hands of the Japanese; they attacked the
Japanese troops moving along the roads from Tuyen Quang to
Thai Nguyen and from Bac Can to Cao Bang provinces, har-
assed them even in the Bac Can provincial capital, and
launched sudden attacks against their base at Cho Chu, etc.
In northern and central Viet Nam, thousands of Japanese paddy

stores were stormed by the people and their stocks of rice dis-

tributed to the poor. In this way the famine was relieved by
revolutionary means. In Bac Giang, Thai Nguyen, Bac Can
and other provinces, peasants rose up, seized and distributed
“land held by the Japanese and French.

Most of the attacks on paddy stores became armed parades
and demonstrations. Armed Viet Minh militants addressed the
masscs at cross-roads and in market-places to win them over
to the national cause. The illusion that the Japancse fascists
could be useful 1o us, that they had come to free us, ctc. was
firmly dispelled among the masses and in the revolutionary
ranks. In the main towns, picked units of the Viet Minh Front,
operating under the noses of the fapanese troops, killed dan-
gerous traitors and predatory Japanese officers, sowing confu-
sion and fear in the ranks of the Japanese fascists and their
lackeys. Sclf-defence units or guerilla teams developed quickly
1. See directive of the Standing Burcau of the Indochinese Communist Party ot 12
March 1945: “The Japanese-French clash and our action”

2. Bao An: puppet troops.

e
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everywhere. Everyone was in a fever to get hold of any kind
of weapon 50 as to be ready to hurl himso]f at the ¢nemy at
the first opportunity. People’s Revolutionary Committees were
sct up in the regions controlled by the guerillas. In other zones,
Liberation Committees sprang up like mushrooms. They led
the masses in the preparations for the general insurrection, and
frained them in the exercise of power.

The Revolution was gaining incredible momentum. Prein-
surrectionary anticipation prevailed everywhere, arousing the
enthusiasm of members of national salvation organizations and
winning over even the wavering elements.

In April, the Revolutionary Military Conference of Bac Ky
(northern Viet Nam) held in Hiep Hoa, Bac Giang, drew up
a plan for unifying the people’s armed forces, made prepara-
tions for the general insurrection, carricd out local insurrec-
tions and set up the High Command of the Liberation Army
in_northern Viet Nam.

The free zone was officially established by decision of the
conference of cadres from the six provinees of Cao Bang, lLang
Son, Ha Giang, Bac Can, Tuyen Quang and Thai Nguven, con-
vened by the Viet Minh General Committee in fune. [t in-
cluded the territory of these six provinces, and unified
the various regions placed under the control of the revo-
[utionary power.

The new Viet Nam came into being.

The people’s revolutionary committees adopted foreeful
measures to suppress the vartous form of oppression and ex-
ploitation by the fascist militarists, break the colonialist chains
and improve the people’s living conditions. A part of northern
Viet Nam was effectively controlled by the revolutionary
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power, and this situation provided the August General Insur-
rection with extremely favourable conditions at the outsel.

IF'rom June onward, the Allied air forces launched massive
attacks against Japan.

At the Potsdam Conference in July the Soviet Union de-
cided to participate in the war against Japan. The Viet Minh
General Committee, headed - by Comrade Ho Chi Minh,
speeded up the convening of the National Congress. But, be-
cause of difficulties of communications, the Congress could
not be held in the liberated zone until August, at the very mo-
ment of the Japanese capitulation.

THE AUGUST INSURRECTION

On August 9, the Soviet Red Army launched a tempestuous
attack on Manchuria, and within six days, the crack Japanese
Kwantung Army was destroyed. The survivors surrendercd.

This decisive victory of the Soviet Army sealed the fate
of the Japancese fascists, and it was the Soviet Union that ac-
tually liberated all peoples subjected to Japanese oppression.

Japan’s position became hopeless. It was then that the
Communist Party, which was holding its National Congress at

. . . . -
the time, decided to launch the gencral insurrection and to

found the democratic republican regime in Viet Nam. The Viet
Minh General Committee was set up immediately. At the news
of the imminent unconditional surrender of Japan, this Com-
mittee on the night of August 13 gave the order to launch the
general insurrection.

The People’s Congress was convenced at Tan Trao village,
Tuyen Quang provinee, in the free zone on the morning of
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August 16. More than 60 delegates from big and small nation-
alities and of all political convictions in our country, gathered
in an atmosphere of fricndship and great enthusiasm, approved
the Viet Minh General Committee’s order for general insur-
rection, decided upon the domestic and foreign policics of the
revolutionary power, and appointed the National Committee
for the Liberation of Viet Nam, t.e. the Provisional Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.

After many years of perilous pereginations and clandestine
activities, Comrade Ho Chi Minh appearcd before the people’s
delegates for the first time.

Because the People’s Congress opened immediately aficr
the gencral insurrection order had been launched, it had to hold
a "lightning" session to allow the delegates to return to their
regions quickly and lead the decisive struggle together with
the local militants. (In fact, some delegates bound for the Con-
oress received the order to tuen back as carly as August 10).

During this historic Congress, the Indochinese Communist
Party advocated an extremely judicious policy: 1o lead the
masses in insurreciion in order to disarm the Jupanese before
the arrival of the Allied forces in [ndochina; to wrest power
[rom the Japanese and their stooges, and finally, as the peo-
ple’s power, 1o welcome the Allied forces coming to disarm
the Japanese troops stationed in Indochina.

In numerous places, the Viet Minh militants took advan-
tage of the extreme confusion of the Japanese forces, who were
conscious of their imminent defeat, and implementing the in-
structions given by the Communist Party on March 12, took
the initiative to lead the people to rise up and seize power
even before receiving the general insurrection order: from
August 11 1o 15, victorious insurrections took place in almost
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all provinces of Bac Bo and northern Trung Bo, in the rural
arcas of Quang Ngai, Khanh Hoa, (southern Trung Bo) and
My Tho, Sa Dec (Nam Bo). Several Japancse posts in the vi-
cinity of the free zone were overrun on August 14 and 15. On
August 16, the news of the Japanese surrender began to spread
rapidly. In all provinces, huge public meetings accompanicd
by armed demonstrations were held in the streets and along
the roads. A greal number of faciories and public offices
ceased work. The gold-starred red lag was scen waving eve-
rywhere. Many armed demonsirations were transformed into
sudden attacks on Japancse posis. On August 17 and 18, hun-
dreds of thousands of people demonstiaied in Hanoi A general
political strike began. The Viel Minh delfegates called on the

masses o scize power. On Augast 19, the entive capital rose
up. The Bao An troops and police detachments were sympa-
thetic to the revolutionary forces. The insurrectional forces
headed by vanguard detachments of youths and workers and
led by Viet Minh cadres, stormed the palace where the Impe-
rial Delegate had been residing. The Jatter had fled with his
lackeys. The Viet Minh proclaimed the foundation of the pro-
visional revolutionary power. Faced with  the irresistible
growth of the revolutionary movement of the entire united na-
tion and people, Bao Dai abdicated. The Tran Trong Kim
puppet government surrendered. The Viet Minh General
Committee sent their delegates to Hue to Teceive the
king’s abdication.

”

THE BIRTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

A few days later, almost all members of the National Com-
mittee for the Liberation of Viet Nam met in Hanoi. In con-
formity: with the new situation, the Committee was re-formed
1o include some non-party personalities and constitute a
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provisional government of national union presided over by Ho
Chi Minh. On August 29, 1945, a detachment of the Libera-
tion Army from the resistance zone entered Hanot and was
hailed by the thunderous ovation of an enthusiastic crowd.
On September 2, President Ho Chi Minh appeared before the
people in Hanoi's Ba Dinh square, where 500,000 people
gathered in a huge meeting to hear the first Prestdent of new
Viet Nam read the Proclamation of Independence of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam to the Vietnamese peoplc
and to the world.

On Scptember 23, a million of our compatriots demon-
strated in the strects of Saigon-Cholon. The Nam Bo (southern
Viet Nam) Administrative Committee was founded, and Van-
guard Youth and militia units scized power in the provinces
and united to form the revolutionary troops of the South of
new Viet Nam.

In the cities and the rural arcas. {from the delia to the moun-
tainous regions, People’™s Revolutronary  Committees were
clected one after another and compictely supeiseded the cor-
rupt administrative machinery of mandarins and notables.
Within less than fifteen days, the people’s revolutionary ad-
ministrative machinery had been established frem the central
to the local fevel.

The prison doors were opened and political prisoners and
a number of common offenders were released by the revolu-
tonary power ;3 but traitors were punished. Poll-taxes were
abolished. The former fiscal regime was gradually modified.
I and rents were reduced by 25% and communal rice-ficlds dis-
iributed more cquitably. The French industrial enterprises, in

the hands of the Japanese since March 9, 1945, passed into
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the control of the new power and were temporarily managed
by the workers. Democratic rights werc proclaimed for all citi-
zens and cquality was 10 be practised regardless of nationality
or sex. The democratic republican regime with a new demo-
cratic character, people’s democracy, had been established. Vi-
ctnamese residents in Laos helped Lao patriots set up power
for the Lao people. '

The entire Victnamese people rose up with inconceivable
strength, did their utmost to break the yoke imposed by the Japa-
nese fascists, and made determined progress. Side by side with
the peoples of China and Eorea. they marched in the vanguard

of the liberation movement of the peoples in the Far Fast.

THE RESISTANCE IN NAM BO

People’s power had hardly been established in Viet Nam
when the British forces and those of the Chinese Kuomintang
came 1o Indochina to disarm the Japanese troops on the order
of the Supreme Allied Command. The French colonialists in
Indochina, who had surrendered to the Japanese, now relicd
on the British forces as they prepared feverishly to recover
their former position.

The most active among the French colonialists were pre-
cisely those fascists of the Petain-Decoux clique who had for-
merly been the most zealous lackeys of the Japancse. -

Armed and protected by the British forces, ‘the rench co-
lonialists launched their attack and occupicd Saigon on Sep-
tember 23. Our people replied by force of arms, and our heroic
resistance began from that moment. Since that time, our com-
patriots in southern Viet Nam have endured hard trials and
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sacrifices. starting a hiberation war which has cenhanced the
prestige of our people m the iternationat arcos and seta gond

example to the nations of the Far boast

. B \ . o
Ihe Dong Nai land. once drenchied with the blood of the
colonialist aggressors when they landed i our country for the
first time, has today become the strong bulwark of the Fatherfiund
Heroes such as Truong Cong Dinh. Neuyen Trune iroc

Nguyen THuu HHuan and others sacrificed themsclves 1o save

tradition, their descendants are today i the vanguard of the

fight for the freedom and independence of our people

REMARKS

In reviewing the history of the Augast Revolution, some
remarks should be made -

First of all. the triumph of the August Revolution was due
1o the two followmg subjective and obicctive conditions

Subjective condition ©our entire people were united arcund
the Viet Minb Front which was Ted by the Tndochimese ¢ om-
munist Party. The prolctarian class exercised this Teadership
alone. without sharing 1t with any other class, This means that
the revolutionary forces of our people were not scattered. that
there were no rivalries or mternal conflicts among them (ex-
cept in some insignificant cases). and that at the decisive mo-
ment, they could be gathered under the Ieadership of a single

1. Dong Nai @ name of a river in southern Viet Naine Dong Nai Tand stgmifices Nan Bo
(southern Viet Nam).
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organization to launch a direct and massive attack against en-

emy lines.

Objective condition : World War II created an extremely
favourable opportunity for the Vietnamese people : the ene-
mics of the Vietnamese revolution, the Japanese and French
fascists, fought cach other. After overthrowing the French, the
Japancse were themselves defeated by the Soviet Red Army.
That was cn()ug}‘l for the Vietnamese pcople to be able to fell
them with a single blow and to seize power.

Yet, however favourable the objective conditions may have
been, they could not have led to triumph without good sub-
jective conditions. That was a fact.

Besides, the August Insurrection was a real people’s revo-
lution. The Vietnamese people had to struggle against the Japa-
nese fascists in valiant combat and with arms in their hands
to regain their national independence. Immediately after this,
they had to shed much blood to defend their freedom. It was
by the August Revolution that the dictatorial fascist regime
and the monarchy were overthrown and the democratic repub-
lican regime set up. Comrade Thorez said judiciously :

"History teaches us that a revolution has many particular
features, the most important of which is the powerful uprising
of the masses who take their {ate into their own hands and

pave the way to progress”.

Was that an important characteristic of the August Revo-

lution ? Certainly.

L. Maurice Thorez - A French Policy.

CHAPTER 11

TACTICS OF THE VIETNAMESE
COMMUNISTS IN THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

MORE FRIENDS, FEWER ENEMIES

[t is impossible to speak of the August Revolution without
stressing the role of its leading core, the Indochinese Commu-
nist Party. The favour ¢ circumstances alone were not
enough 1o assure victory. .\ correct policy and appropriate tac-
tics were also needed. The triumph of the general insurrection
of August 19, 1945, was not due to mere chance.

From 1940, the Indochinese revolutionaries were facing
two new facts : the world was torn by war, the Indochinese
people were oppressed and exploited by the double yoke of
the Japanesc and French fascists. The national liberation policy
advocated by the Viet Minh Front in the period sprang from
these two factors.

The war threw the antagonism between the two belligerent
camps into sharp relict. The double Japanese and French yoke
united rich and poor, cqually hurt and humiliated, in the same
hatred and the same struggle against the common enemy. At
the same time, the conflicting interts of the Japancse and
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French who ruled Indochina together. caused o violent colli-
ston between them. One ol the main tactics adopted by the
[ndochinese Communist Party and the Viet Minh Front in

those vears consisted m fully exploiting this situation.

Thus the foreign policy of the Tndochinese Communist
Party and the Viet Minh Front was based on the realization
thut ante tascist forees throughout the waorkd were ailies of the
Vicriamese peoplesand conscguenthy e desston o side with-

ot ceserve with the ante- e g coee

f ] N N o B . S i :
Hawomesiie pelas s e ot ciiaese Commanist Party
oninscd e ditferent saate o v pe s caiiotad b
eration ot the Vier Minb b e proorarune of this

front aseared the proteaion of'd noand civid pehts and of

properes aehts, respect for private property. demaocratic libor-
e, cyuelhity between nationainies and the sexes, with the aim
ot bringinge about unity o1 the whole people against the Japa-
nese and rench fasceists. fn view of the concrete conditions
of dic revoluton i indoching, the Indochmese Communist
Pariv s peomoter and deder of e Vier Minh Front, Jeft the
waichvord Tagrartan revoluion” out of ity procramime (decnd
o The present not be condiseate Tand hiold by Lindlords),
bt wth o view o madkange acdifierentiation between ivpes
ol feadioras and winne & number o them oveor o the anti-

avershie causes widesime the unied navenal front in the

sy oy iE]LiC[",LﬂdL.‘HC\‘, Phis Tront was 10 oo worrk -
: ‘ e o e petiy Mo e
Cientiis s MM e ol T PUTEY Doirgeig e RS

st hegrocoisie, and mclude patinotie pora Hos spruny

e tundlord elass

Gosides thise the Indochmese Communist Party pard par

Betdar anention o developing and consolidating the peasants’

)
~
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and workers™ organizations 1o give a solid basc to the national
united front, and waged a determined struggle against pro-
Irench and pro-Japanese traitors.

On thevone hand. the Party fully exploited the contra-
dictions between the two enemies of our people — the Japa-
nese fascists and I'rench colonialists in Indochina — to give
the revolutionary movement a vigorous impulse and on
the other hand. it tried every means to isolate the Japa-
nese and IFrench fascists.

When the fascists used  repressive measures not only
against Vicinamese revolutionaries but also against progressive
democratic I'renchmen. the Party undertook to win over these
French progressives to its cause, or at least to induce them to
adopt a ncutral attitude in order to increase its own forces in
the struggle against the French and Japanese fascists. When
the French had been overthrown by the Japanese and were no
longer really dangerous enemices the Party strove to promote
unity of action with cvery French element ready to struggle
against the Japancse fascists.

In bricf, the Party always kept its sights on the principai
enemy, the "concrete immediate enemy" of the Revolution, do-
ing its best to deprive the enemy of his supporters and to find
new allies, never deviating from the aim of the national lib-
eration revolution.

-FLEXIBILITY OF TACTICS

The Party had correctly foreseen that the Japanese and
French would inevitably come into conflict, and had decided
to change its tactics at once should this happen and immedi-
ately launch the general insurrection.
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After the coup d’¢tat of March 9, 1945, the Party accord-
ingly launched a vast guerilla movement to scize local power
and organized main resistance base against the Japanese in an
arca in the highlands and midlands of northern Viet Nam. At
the same time 1t changed its slogans and forms of propaganda,
organtzation and struggle so as to mobilize the masses more
easily and rapidly Iead them towards insurrection.

At this time, the basic aim of prepaganda consisted in un-
masking the hypocrisy of the Japanese fascists and militarists
and in destroying all illusions about the expediency of using
the Japancse and cooperating with them with a view o ob-
taining "reforms” within the "framework of legality. .. Such
ideas only sowed confusion among the people about the Japa-
nese and their Jackeys.

The propaganda used at that ime took the ordinary form of
speeches in factories, schools, markets, and public thoroughfares
and the formation of mobile shock tcams who put up flags, ban-
ners and posters and distributed revolutionary literature.

A higher form of propaganda was "armed propaganda™ in-
cluding armed demonstrations and guerilla activities.

As for agitation work, it dealt with the vital problem for the
masses - checking famine - by leading the masses in the seizure
of Japanese rice stocks; these actions could be transformed into
armed demonstrations when the situation called for it.

The general form of struggle was the armed demonstra-
tion. A higher form used at this time was guerilla activity
wherever the topography of the country was favourable, and
yet another was the elimination of traitors in town and coun-
try by special squads.
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"Provisional organizations’ were used with great skill o
set up local power: national-salvation and combat self-defence
groups and militia gucrilla tcams or squads were organized and
developed.

The general organizational forms at that moment were the
national- salvation associations and the national-salvation and
combat sclf- defence groups.

The higher forms were the Viet Nam National Liberation
Committee -— that is, the Provisional Government; the Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Committees, and the Liberation Commit-
tees; these Committees had an administrative, political and
military character (a pre- governmental character, that is),
worked in a specific period, parallel to the local administrative
organisms founded by the Japanese, and were transformed into
local official administrative organizations after the general in-
surrection; and lastly, the National Insurrection Committee, the
Action Committee for cach part of the country or cach locality
during the decisive hours, cte.

In brief] the tactics of the Party from March to August 1945
had the following characteristics:

First to exploit the situation created by the Japanese coup
de force (Mach 9, 1945) fully and at the correct time, in order
to lead the masses immediately o new forms of struggle and
organization of a highcr level, to abandon old methods, not (o
sit back with arms folded in face of the new situation, in other
words, to know the importance of:

"Bringing 1o the fore precisely those forms of struggle and
organization which are best suited to the conditions prevailing
ata given moment during the ¢bb or flow of the movement
and which therefore can facilitate and ensure the progress of
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the masses to the revolutionary positions, of the miflions to
the revolutionary front, and their disposition on that front."!

In fact, forms of struggle such as armed propaganda.
demonstrations followed by displays of force, sudden attacks
against isolated posts and even some district centres in the
delta and midlands, suppression of zealous agents of the
Japanese fascists, organization of people’s militia units even
outside guerilla zones, ctc., were so many bold actions
showing the flexible character of the Party’s tactics. These
tactics sowed confusion in the enemy ranks, developed the
spirit of struggle and the initiative of the masses, won over
the waverers and rapidly spread the movement for national
salvation all over the country.

Second: in any given situation, to determine the [undamen-
tal task requiring immediate fulfilment in order to concentrate
on accomplishing it at any cost, because this is the best way
of advancing the movement.

The Japanese coup of March 9, 1945, broke out when
the famine was causing frightful ravages among the popu-
lation. Hundreds of thousands of people starved beside
granarics full of rice belonging to the Japanese and the
I'rench. A task of the greatest importance for the communist
and Viet Minh cadres at that moment was 1o lead the armed
masses in seizing Japanese rice stores and Prench conces-
sions full of stocks ol agriculturai produce. The result was
that organized and unorganized masses were inspired to take
an active part in the movement against the Japancese, so that
the more actively they struggled, the more conscious they

1. Stalin — Principles of Leninism.
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became of their own strength and the more clearly they saw

the real face of the enemy.

It was thanks to these attacks on granaries and colonialist
plantations that the national salvation movement could be de-
veloped, the people armed and the self-defence brigades
founded. even where the movement had never been organized
and Liberation Committees set up in numerous provinces, all
n a short space of time. As Stalin said:

"The point here is to single out from all the problems con-
fronting the Party that particular immediate problem, the an-
swer to which constitutes the central point, and the solution
of which will ensure the successful solution of the other im-
mediate proh]cms"l

Third: to use "ransitory organizational forms" according
1o the situation, such as Revolutionary People’s Committacs,
Revolutionary Workers™ Committees, Local Liberation Cc m-
mittees, Viet Nam National Liberation Committee. The aim
was progressively (o gain on enemy power and paralyze its
administrative machine. These organizations were very effec-
tve: They gave the people the opportunity to realize universal
sihlrage and become acquainted with administrative affairs,
led them o assume mastery over their own destiny henceforth,
break ther chains themselves and ameliorate their living con-
diions by revolutionary means, not paying any attention to the
administration o the Japanese fascists and their lackeys. These
ranstory organizations” mobilized the masses and encouraged
them 1o participate in the revoluticnary struggle; they extended

the nation: . % - .
national united front against the Japanese 1o its broadest

st . o
[V TY rinaples ot | eninisim
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point and created the bases for a new Viet Nam. After the
August General Insurrection, the liberation committees became
real administrative organs. To use People’s Committees and
[iberation Committces as springboards for dircet transition to
fhe democratic republican regime, was an extremely interesting
characteristic of the communist tactics in the pre-insurrection-
ary period.

Wasn'( the triumph of the August Revolution due in great
part to the intelligent and correct lcadership of the Party ?

CHAPTER 111

THE GOOD POINTS OF THE AUGUST
REVOLUTION

CAREFUL PREPARATION

Revolution is the work of the masses. But in order to dc-
velop their potentialities to the full, the masses must be mo-
bilized, organized and led by a genuinely revolutionary party.

The victory of the August Revolution was due in great part
to the correct leadership of the Indochinese Communist Party,
to the work of organization and preparation by the Party and
the Viet Minh during the pre-insurrectionary period.

In no revolution does victory come by itself: one must pre-
pare i1, win it. How did the Party prepare and win the victory
of the August Revolution? It skitfully exploiied favourabic
conditions created by the war in thorongh preparation of the
insurrection. Here is the outline of this preparation.

On the one hand. to unifv the people’s revolutionary forces.
o mobilize the people, to stimulate the patriotic ardour of the
people, to consolidate the different national-salvation organi-
sations, to lead the people in the struggle against white terror
and for the defence of rights and interests of their daily lives.
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On the other hand, to develop para-military and military
organizations such as the sclf-defence and gucrilla groups, to
train military and political cadres, to procure arms, to establish
resistance zones, to carry out propaganda among cnemy sol-
diers, to train the people for destruction work and the tactics
of scorched earth, etc., to launch guerilla warfare and seize

.

power in different localities.

The documents of the Party and the Viet Minh Front such
as Preparations for the Armed Insurrection, Active Prepara-
tions for Insurrection, Get Arms to Expel the Common Encmy,
Towards the General Insurrection, the pamphlets teaching
guerilla tactics ctc., prove that, besides psychological prepara-
tions, we paid especial attention to the materials one. The Party
realized clearly that the spirit of sacrifice is necessary but not
enough to ensure the success of a revolution; meticulous ma-
terial preparation is also needed, that is to say military prepa-
ration: setting up bases, organizing the regular army, regional
troops and militia-guerillas, arming the troops and the people.

As carly as the cnd of 1941, the Party founded two bases,
one in Bac Son - Dinh Ca (L.ang Son - Thai Nguyen), and
another in Cao Bang - Bac Can. The Viet Nam National
Salvation Army born at the time of the Bac Son insurrection
(October 1940), developed in the course of eight months of
guerilla warfare waged in Dinh Ca and Trang Xa (August
1941 - April 1942), and in the second armed struggle in
Dinh Ca (at the end of 1944). The Viet Nam Propaganda
Brigade for Liberation was founded during the struggle
against white terror in Viet Bac (1941 - 1945). In April
1945, these two armies were unified and became the Viet
Nam Libcration Army. After the Japanese coup de force, the
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13a o (Quang Ngat province) insurrection gave birth (o an-
other guerilla brigade. These formations played an extremely
rmportant role i the upsurge of the anti-Japanese movement
for national salvation and in the August General Insurrection.

A noteworthy feature of the activities of the Party in pre-
paring for the armed insurrection is that it made the masses
conscious of the preparations and led them to active partici-
pation moit At the same tme the military action of guerilla
hrivades was closely coordinated with the political action of
the masses, so that the latter. while resisting the terror and
struggling for the defence of their rights and immediate mnter-
ests mught feel the necessity of taking up arms to win power,
[he strugeles against the coneentration of villages, arrests, reqg-
aisiiions of paddy, forced enlistment and conscription of la-
sourers, food crop destruction for the cultivation of jute, the
pillage of markcts, cte. | hastened the arming and training of
!

e masses for a bold march towards the insurrection
Mecticulous and principled preparation was a major good

point of the August Revolution.

PROMPTITUDE AND TIMELINESS

Jhe victory of an insurrection depends not only on carciud
preparation, but also on its timely launching,

As we have seen, the August Revolution broke out at a
veiy favourable juncture.

1 the eencral insurrection had broken out immediately aficr
the Tapanese coup de force on March 9, 1945, the Revolution
could have Jost much and power could not have been estab-

fished all aver the country. because the lapancse forees. stll
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strong at that moment, would have been able to destroy the
revolulion‘ciry forces where they were. That is why only partial
insurrections were launched in small areas, w conquer local
power. [Towever, if our people had waited passively after the
Japanese surrender for the Allied forces to come and "liberate”
them, without rising immediately to win power all over the
country, what would have happened? Two possibilities existed:
cither the Japanese lackeys would have come onto the stage
to solemnly boast of "having no more with the links with the
Japanese" and to parade themselves as the "defenders of inde-
pendence and democracy”, not for liberating the people, but
for surrendering to the Anglo- Americans. Or the I'rench
would have tried to raise their heads again, gather the remnants
of their forces in Indochina, call back the debris of the troops
who had fled abroad in March 1945 and this would have al-
lowed therm to found a puppet government over the whole
country with the participation of the pro-French traitors, and
to declare that they had implerented the Proclamation of
March 24, 1945, and given autonomy 1o Indochina'.

Both these eventualitics weuld have created equally fatal
consequences for our country.

But fortunately the Party had led the people’s struggle for
national salvation and effectively created favourable conditions
for the victory of the August Revolution. And just before the
Japanese defeat (August 13, 1945), itissued orders for the gen-
eral insurrection to conquer power {rom the Japanese without

1. It was only after the French surrender in Indochina that the de Gaulle Governnient
agreed 10 issue a Proclamation recognizing the "autonomy” of Indochina. This hypo-
critical proclamation-was as stupid as it was ridiculous in the eyes of the Indochinese
peoples, because it was published when the French no ionger had the slightest bit of

|
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the least hesitation or weakness, to organize people’s power,
and thanks to the revolutionary forces of the masses 10 reject
the bait of "autonomy" dangled by the French!

The leaders of the August Revolution had "chosen the right
moment for the decisive blow, the right moment for starting
the insurrection, and so timed it as to coincide with the moment
when the crisis has rcached its climax, when it is fully apparent
that the vanguard is prepared to fight to the end, the reserves
arc prepared to support the vanguard, and maximum conster-
yation reigns in the ranks of the enemy"l.

Promptitude and timeliness, that is another good point of the
August Revolution, which broke out at just the right moment.

THE WHOLE PEOPLE ROSE UP

The victory of the August Revolution was also due to the
unity of the whole people and the masses’ uprising.

The August Revolution did induce the great majority of
the people to rise up and completely paralyze the reactionary
clements. This is a fact of great importance. If the general in-
surrection had not involved the whole people:

First, the French colonialists could have found a way out,
could have exploited the clements unfavourable to the Revo-
lution, and basing ihemselves on the latter’s attitude, they
would have been able to declare before the world that the
Vietnamese people would welcome the restoration of their
powcer: at the same time they would have accused the
borces of insurrection of being "rebellious elements” who

I Stlin - prip, iples of Leninismm



28 TRUONG-CHINIT -— SELECTED WRITINGS

were preventing thema from disarming the Japanese troops and
restoring order and peace in Indochina, cte.

Sccond. the international reactionary elements in general
couid have exploited our lack of unity to widen the gap be-
tween the various strata of our people still further. Worse
still, they could have provoked a civil war, plunged the
country into division and anarchy and sapped our strength,

dominating us casily.

Fortunately, our people, who were living wretched lives
under the double yoke of oppression and exploitation of the
Japanese and French fascists, closed their ranks under the gold-
starred red flag and, relying on their own strength, rose up to

win back their liberty.

In August 1945, the Dai Viet! allied 1o pro-Japancse cle-
ments of the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dzmg2 and the Phuc Quoc
asked the Japanese to hand administrative power over to them
in some places (such as Vinh Yen, Mon Cay ete.), in opposi-
tion to the Dermocratic Republican Government. But their
shabby bchaviour as lackeys of a foreign country was so ob-
vious that the whole people had the most profound contempt
for them, and all pro-Japancse parties found themselves com-
pletely isolated.

Third: A overall rising by the entire people: this is the

third good point of the August Revolution.

{ Dai Viet (Great Viet Nam) and Phue Quoc (National Restoration) were two pro-Japa-
NCSE allor organizations
2. Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang: Viet Nam Nationalist Party, another reactionary

\bfﬂilnl?ﬂll(\ll
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Those three good point were entirely due to the powerful
organized forces and the correct political line of the Indochi-

nese Communist Party and of the Viet Minh Front.

We can say that without the Indochinese Communist Party
and the Viet Minh I'ront, the Revolution would have taken an-
other road. If" the Viet Minh had not been able to unify all

social classes, had not had prestige among the masses and had

not led the entire people in insurrection for the conquest of

power, the Revolution could have failed.

Liberation movements launched by predecessors against
the French had all failed, mainly because of the lack of a united
anti- colonialist national front and a correct political pro-
gramme. Previous insurrections were crushed principally be-
cause they were the rising of a scet only, of a group of
militants, or a little vanguard detachment and not a far-reach-

ing and deep-rooted revolution of the people.

In order to triumph, a revolution of these new times must
be a real revolution of the broad masses, prepared and led
by a vanguard revolutionary organization. The August Revo-
lution conquered power, the direct aim of every revolution,
because it was the work of a whole people united in the
struggle for liberation under the leadership of the Indochi-

nese Communist Party.




CHAPTER IV

THE WEAKNESSES OF THE AUGUST
REVOLUTION

VARYING DEGREES OF DETERMINATION THROUGHOUT
THE COUNTRY

Those were good points, but had the August Revolution
any weak ones? Yes, it had.

First, the general insurrection was not launched with the same
resolution throughout the three "Ky"l, This does not mean that
the uprisings should have been carried out in one sweep through-
out the whole country. It would have been difficult to achieve
this in an agricultural country like Viet Nam, where the degree
of political consciousness and organizational skill of the people
was at difterent levels in different places and means of commu-
nications were still backward. But in the conditions prevailing in
our country in August last year, it would have been better to
launch the uprising simultancously in the main towns. This would

have allowed a more decisive and better managed seizing of

power and a quicker overthrow of the fascists and their stooges. As
it was, the insurrection was launched simultancously everywhere

[ Viet Nam was divided by the French into 3 parts, the 3 "Kv"
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in the first week following the Japanese surrender, but Sai gon
waited until the 23rd to rise up. Nam Bo was a little late be-
cause among the ranks of the army of insurrection in the South,
there were many clements who did not believe in the strength
of the masses and would rather have used mere diplomacy to
persuade the Japanese to hand over power to us than struggle
relying on our own strength to wrest it from them or support
the diplomatic work with action by the armed masses. Further-
more, they feared the crushing of such and uprising by the
Japanese forces, forgetting that the latter were already almost
paralysed at that moment and would be paralysed cven further
in face of the strong, broad masses of the whole nation.

This weakness is due to the uncqual development of the
Vietnamese Revolution and the relative weakness of the Viet
Minh organization in Nam Bo prior to zero hour of the insur-
rection and to the lack of homogeneity in the ranks of the na-
tional united front in the South. Another reason is that Nam
Bo is situated far from the national Icading organism“, This
led to the Viet Minh in the South issuing instructions which
were not entirely in kecping with the situation, preventing the
southern branch of the Viet Minh from entirely keeping pace
with the general situation and the general line of the Party. In
the South, the slowness in starting the insurrection, and the
lack of resolution in the scizing of power gave encouragement
to the counter-revolutionarics, especially the French colonial-
ists and pro-French Vietnamese traitors.

I At this time, the Central Committee of the Indochinese Communist Party and the

General Committee of the Viet Minh had their headquarters in the northern part of Viet
Nam
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FAILURE TO FULLY DISARM THE JAPANESE TROOPS

The sccond weakness of the August Revolution was the
failure to fully implement the slogan of disarming the Japanese
troops at the time of the surrection, before the entry of the
Allics into the country. "This task was carried out (o a certain
extent only. There were many places where after assessing our
own strength and theirs, we did not use violence to disarm ihe
Japancse; we left them alone when they remained neutral and
let us organize the people’s power. Generally speaking, that
policy was correet in the cireumstances prevailing in August
last year, because the revolutionaries have no right to wasie
the masses’ blood and launch into hazardous undertakings, out
of mere concelt.

Our shortcoming did not consist in negotiating with the
Japanese, but in fatling to make the fullest use of the armed
masses to support the diplomatic action and force the Japancese
to surrender more arms; furthermore, we did not act in time
to prevent them from destroying a great many modern arms.

Now, cach time we consider our lack of modern arms,
we cannot in retrospect help regretting that the insurrection
troops missed an excellent opportunity to sceure such arms
in many places.

The pro-Japancse puppets have repeatedly reproached the
Viet Minh lor having failed to be "flexible” towards the Japa-
nese thus provoking them 1o destroy many food-guality arms
instead ol transferring them to us. These people asserted that,
had the Viet Minh not intervened, they would have been able
to "negotiate” with the Japanese and get many arms {rom them
within a few days in the conditions prevaithng last August. This
is our answer 1o those puppets: if the Viet Minh had not led the
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whole people in the gencral insurrection, permitting the quick
scizure of a portion of the Japancse arms no one could say
when you would be "given" arms by the Japanese and even if
you would cventually succeed in your effort 1o "beg" arms
from the Japanese, you would certainly have used them for
quite another purpose than establishing and consolidating the
democratic republican system and the people’s power, or expelling
the foreign aggressors and checking the counter-revolution!

This failure to completely disarm the Japanese troops was
duc to the subjective conditions of the August Revolution. In
plain words, without tanks and heavy artillery of our own, we
could not take possession of Japanese tanks and heavy guns.

What happened was that in many regions, the Japanese cn-
trenched themselves in their blockhouses and made ready 1o
defend themselves immediately after the insurrectional forces
had stormed a post or a town, cither by a sudden attack from
outside or by an inner uprising. They had enough supplies and
muaitions to hold out for a long time and so our troops would
encircle them but, for want of sufficient firepower, would fail
(o destroy their fortifications (as happened, for example, in the
seizure of Thai Nguyen). Whatever the case it must be admit-
ted that with more promptitude and boldness, we should have
been able to disarm the Japanese troops in other places at the
very beginning of the insurrection. Wére not the insurrection
troops successful in many places without any bloodshed? It
scemed that the forces of insurrection were pushing a door
that was alrcady unlocked: faced with an enemy that had been
knocked down, yet they failed to go one step further and
siateh the arms from his hands. Our military task in that
Period consisted in fact more in disarming the enemy than in
defeating him
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LACK OF FIRMNESS IN THE REPRESSION OF COUNTER-
REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS

Here lies the third weakness of the August Revolution: we
did not firmly climinate the various categories of traitors 1m-
mediately after the establishment of revolutionary power, and
we failed 1o take sufficiently cenergetic measures against the
French colonialists and their agents. Only in some regions,
such as in Quang Ngai, did the forces of insurrection carry
out the policy "Sweep away all reactionarices”, but there they
overdid it. Almost everywhere else we were conciliatory o

"

the point of weakness, forgetting that "any victorious power

. , 1
can only be a dictatorial one™.

The more democratic the power, the more dictatorial it
must be — that is, it must excrcise the dictatorship of the
masses of the people against the very small reactionary mi-
nority which is ready to grab back its domination or hinder
the march of the revolution. Not heing firmly repressed, the
reactionaries at home have been used by the I'rench and in-
ternational reactionaries to create difficulties for the revolu-
tionary power and (o divide our nation. One wonders why
the Administrative Committee of Nam Bo immediately afier
its foundation, did not order the immediate arrest of the pro-
French traitor Nguyen Van Thinh and his clique, of some
of the most dangerous clements among the pro-japanesc,
and of many confirmed trotskyite saboteurs. This allowed
these people to prepare the return of the Frenceh by creating
provocations before and on Independence Day (Sept 2, 1945).
Once wonders why many pro- Japancse traitors and other
machiavellian agents of forcign countries in Bac Bo were

1. 1.cnin: On the History of the Question of Dhctatorship (1919)
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not arrested after the foundation of the people’s power in
the capital.

We admit that the extremely intricate situation of our country
and the relatively limited strength of the Vietnamese Revolution
made it impossible to carry out a sysiematic repression of the
counter-revolutionary elements on Jacobinical or Bolshevik lines.
I'he Vietnamese Revolution was not opposing counter-revolu-
tionary forces at home alone, other {orces were intervening from
abroad making the situation extremely complicated.

But at a time when the reactionaries in the country were
still at a loss and had no time yet to reorganize themselves, it
is to be regretied that energetic measures to counteract all pos-
sible dangers in the future were not taken immediately upon
the seizing of power an belore any foreign intervention. This
docs not mean that we should have imprisoned all the French,
after the general insurrection, or put to death all elements who
had collaborated in any way with the Irench or the Japanese.
No! We regret only that the repression of the reactionaries dur-
ing the August Revolution wits not carried out as fully as was
necessary at the time.

Revolutionary power may pardon the guilty who repent but
it must be firm with all traitors.

For a new-born revolutionary power to be lenient towards
counter- revolutionarics is tantamount to suicide. Did not the
Paris Commune commit a grave crror in failing to pursue and
climinate the "Versaillais"?

FAILURE TO SEIZE THE BANK OF INDOCHINA

The fourth shortcoming of the August Revolution was that
e forces of insurrection failed to seize the Bank of Indochina:
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they even failed to gain control of the Bank. The colonialists
availed themselves of the opportunity to attack us in the fi-
nancial field later on, for example by refusing to honour their
500-piastre notes, thus placing more difficulties in our path.
The Paris Commune met with many obstacles preciscly be-
cause 1t too failed to scize hold of the Bank.

The Japancse and the French left our people’s power with
an almost hopeless cconomic and financial situation; but we
were able to hold our vwn because of the sacrifices made by
our workers, public servants and soldicrs, and because of the
industrious and devoted cefforts of the government and the
whole people.

This fourth shortcoming was not due to any underestima-
tion by the leaders of the August Revolution of the financial
quettion, but rather to the fact that the Bank of Indochina was
a financial institution acting not only on behalf of the French

and the Japanese but also of other countries. We lost some of

our forces when we attacked the Bank of Indochina then reso-
lutely held by Japanese troops.

The four above-mentioned shortcomings of the August
Revolution cach had their reasons. But, in an objective criti-
cism, we cannot fail to point them out frankly.

We reallize that it was difficult to avoid them for one rea-
son or another and taking into account the conditions of the
August Revolution. The shortcoming of our revolutionaries
consisted 1n failing to avail themscelves of the high tide of the
revolutionary movenient and of the people’s spirit of sacrifice
in the decisive hours, so as to reduce 1o a minimum the extent

of these weaknesses.

CHAPTER V

CHARACTER AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
AUGUST REVOLUTION

CHARACTER OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

The August Revolution was a revolution of national lib-
cration. Tt aimed at liberating the Victmamese people from
the colonial voke and making Viet Nam an independent and
free nation.

[t also had the character of a democratic revolution, be-
cause the strugele was against the Japanese fascists and their
lackeys. the feadal reactionaries ©and because it was a part of
the grcat strugele waged by the world's democratic and pro-
eressive forees against fascisme However, it has not abolished
all the vestiges of feudalism in Viet Nam. nor realized agrarian

reform and given the land (o the tillers.

In the present historical conditions. a colonial revolution
such as ours must have the following double character = first,
itmust be an anti-imperialist revolution aimed at overthrowing
tmperialist domination, and sccond, it must be an agrarian
revolution which confiscates the fands of the feudal fandlords

and distributes them to the peasants. The August Revolution
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aimed only at overthrowing the imperialist rule and that of the
feudal puppets, and sctting up the democratic republican re-
gime : but it has not abolished feudal land ownership and all
feudal and semi-feudal vestiges 1o create conditions for indus-
trial development. Thanks to the August Revolution, a portion
of the imperialists” and traitors™ lands have been conliscated,
land rents have been reduced by 25 per cent and some of the
old debts (principal and acerued interest) have been cancelled.
However, the relations between landlords and peasants have
not changed generally speaking. Therefore we can say that,
although the August Revolution has a democratic character,
this character is not strongly marked cnough.

Some people have said that. because the August Revo-
Jution has abolished the Imperial Government with its ma-
chinery composed of mandarins and notables. it has an
anti-feudal character. But by abolishing the Imperial Gov-
ernment, we have abolished only one aspect of the feudal
regime. Because its basis, the relations between landlords
and peasants in the agrarian ficld, 1s still alive, the feudal
regime has not yet been uprooted. We must advance the anti-
feudal struggle still further and not be complacent aboul the

achievements of the August Revolution.

It is clear that the August Revolution has established a
democratic republican regime with the character of a people’s
democracy, a new democracy in Viet Nam. Broad popular rep-
resentation has been established at all levels by universal suf-
frage ; extensive democratic  freedoms, personal liberty.
equality between all nationalities, big and small, and complete
equality between the sexes, have been proclaimed ; the State
economic sector is taking shape : the people’s living conditions
are improved ; the 8-hour working-day 1s officially established;
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the proletariat now actually holds power, cte. All these facts
make it amply clear that the Vietnamese regime is that of a
democratic republic of a new style, quite different from the
old-style bourgeois democratic republican regime (for example
the IPrench bourgeois parliamentary regime).

The democratic regime in Viet Nam guarantees the inter-
ests of all social strata. On the contrary., the parhamentary re-
publican regime in Irance is a disguised dictatorship of the
bourgcoisic : under the cloak of democracy the bourgeots class
exerts a dictatorial power which defends only the mfterests of
a minority of exploiters. the capitalists. However, the demo-
cratic regime in Viet Nam is different from the present Soviet
democratic regime. Under the Soviet Union’s democratic so-
viet regime. the proletariat epenly exercises dictatorship, sup-
presses all exploiting classes and strata (landlords, bourgeots
and kulaks) and guarantees the widest interests ofall labouring
people (workers, collective peasants, socialist intellectuals)
who are cooperating to build a new life under the leadership
of the proletanat.

The democratic republican regime in Viet Nam s in keep-
ing with the stage of development of our country and with the
present trend in the world. Though 1t has been established in
a backward agricultural country. it has a new and progressive
character, because it was born of the hard, fierce struggle
against the French and Japanese fascists, out of the struggle
for national liberation led by the working class. A struggle led
by the most revolutionary class against the most reactionary
enemy must be crowned with the installation of a non-conser-
vative regime, quite the opposite of the retrograde regime of
the enemy. Another reason why our regime has the character
of a new democracy is because it was born at a time when
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the vanguard democratic regime (soctalist democracy) ol the
Soviet Union has (ully triumphed and has been further con-
solidated in the trials of war, alter the collapse of the world
svstem of fascism. and while the great movement ol democ-
racy is spreading throughout the world,

Being a product of these new times. the democratic repub-
lican regime in Viet Nam inevitably bears the stamp of the
new times. The August Revolution is a revolution of national
liberation with a new democratic character. 1t constitutes an
integral part of the national people’s democratic revolution of
Viet Nam.

THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

The August Revolution highlights the indomitable spirit of
the Vietnamese people. a people with a long tradition of strug-
ule for independence and freedom. a people who will never
resign itsell o slavery, [t crowns 80 years of uninterrupted
struggle of the Victnamese people against the French coloni-
alists. It also constitutes the greatest historical event inour
country since the victory gained by Quang Trung, who drove
the Manchu troops out of Viet Nam in 1789, In fact, there has
been no national movement since then which has given evi-
dence of the indomitable heroism and the strong unity of the
Victnamese people as fully as the August Revolution. [t has
not merely broken the yoke imposed by the imperialist fascists,
but it has also overthrown the thousand-year-old monarchic re-
gime in Viet Nam, and changed the country into a democratic
republic, clevating the Vietnamese people o the rank ot the
vanguard peoples. Therein lies the great significance ol the Au-
gust Revolution 1 and President Ho Chi Minh, the first President
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of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the leader of the

\uoust Revolution. fully deserves the title of national hero.

fhroueh the August Revolution, the Vietnamese people
have clearly shown their anti-fascist spirit and their atiach-
ment to democracy and peace. The revolution constitutes the
splendid completion of the great anti-fascist movement in
Viet Nam during World War 1. Before the August Revolu-
non. the Vietamese people struggled i very hard condi-
ttons 1o harass and wear down the Japanese forces’ rear
lines. From the end of 1944, the Japancese sea-lines were
attacked by the Allied forces and indochina became a

"bridge” over the Japanese "Greater Bast Asia" road, an ¢x-

tremely important bridge for the movement and supply of

Tapanese troops from their northern positions to Indonesia.
1he blocking of this bridge to the Japanese forces was the
task assumed by the Vietmamese people. In March 1945, the
trdochinese Communist Party launched the great movement
vl struggle for national salvation against the Japanesc, ac-
nvely leading the Victnamese people in attacking important
strategic Japanese positions. thus blocking the traffic of the
Japancese over the "Greater Bast Asia” road,

FFrom March to August last year. FTapanese territory sul-
iered more and more violent bombing raids. In Indochina, the
Victnamese gueriilas were fighting the Japanese with increased
strength. A free zone was established in the highlands and mid-
lands of northern Viet Nam and constituted a permanent ob-
stacle on the path of the Japanese from southern China to
Indochina. In this zone, the guerillas harassed the Japanese
forces and inflicted heavy losses on them. In this way the Vi-
ctnamese people made an etfective contribution on the side of

the Allies, speeding the defeat of the Japanese and indirectly
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hastening the Soviet Red Army’s victory. It is an indubitable
fact that the Vietnamese people have made their share of sac-
rifices in the struggle against the fascist aggressors during re-
cent years.

The FFrench colonialists slanderously call the August Revo-
lution "pro-Japanese™ and "Japanese-led” to belittle its signifi-
cance. But there 1s plenty of evidence which gives the lie to
their defamation. Today everybody has to admit that the reac-
tionary attitute of the French colonialists with regard 1o the
August Revolution is that of the thief crving "Stop thief”. In
point of fact, was it not the French colonialists, abetted and
assisted by the British imperialists, who counterattacked the
Vietnamese Revolution in the hope of regaining their position
and interests in Indochina ?

Among the peoples oppressed by the Japanese, the Chi-
nese, Korean, Vietnamese and Indonesian peoples have been
the most successful in seizing the opportunity offered by the
Japanese unconditional capitulation to win independence, de-
mocracy and frecdom’.

By waging the August Revolution, the Vietnamese people
have lodged this general claim to the U.N.O. @ the Grear Pow-
ers musi recognize the right 1o self-determination of the Vier-
namese  people, in accordance with the Atlantic and San
I'rancisco Charters. As a natural conscquence of the Japanese
collapse, all peoples under the Japanese yoke must be liberated.,

1. The peoples of Burna, Malaya and the Philippines also organized guerilla forces to
resist the Japanese invaders but when the Japanese surrender took place, they were not
resotute, strong and guick enough to cope with the U'S and British imperialists. who were
more powertul than their congeners, the French and the Dutch. Therelore. n spite of their
efforts and sacrifices. their struggles have not brought adequate results.
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and nobody must be allowed to replace the Japanese in op-
pressing and exploiting them. The Vietnamese people have suf-
fered Irom Japanese dommation since 1940 and they have
played a worthy part side by side with the Allies in the struggle
against the Japanese. Thus they fully deserve therr inde-
pendence. The Vietnamese people will resolutely oppose the
return of the French oppressors as well as the regime of an
international "mandate”, because they have already attained

political maturity.

I'he August Revolution and the war of self-defence the
Victnamese people have waged for almost a year now
against the I'rench reactionaries proclaim these cager aspi-

rattons to the world.

The August Revolution breached the colonial system of the
viperialists at one of its weakest links, starting « process of
cretrievable  disintegration  of  colonialism throughout  the
world. 1t warned that the howr of liberation for the oppressed
peoples has struck. The Vietnamese Revolution, like the Chi-
nese and Indonesian Revolutions, 1s a strong impulse to the
Hiberation movements of the [Lao and Cambodian peoples and
other colonial countries in South-llast Asia : this explains
clearly why the British imperialists have done their best to help
the French colonialists repress the Vietnamese Revolution in
southern Viet Nam and why the international reactionaries
have made concessions to one another in allowing the French
to relieve the troops of Chiang Kai-shek in northern Viet Nam.

In fact, from September 23 last year and all through our
strugele waged against the Freach, our forces have met Briush,

ndian, French and Japanese troops in many batties. Our struggle
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in self-defence has unveiled the perfidious schemes of the in-
ternational reactionaries. It has exposed before world opinton
that from their Janding in Indochina, the British troops. who
were only commissioned by the Allies to disarm and repatriate
the Japanese soldiers, instead of performing this task of repa-
triation, used many of these soldiers to help the French colo-
nialists 10 - counter-attack the Vietnamese Rcvolution and
repress the Vietnamese people’s struggle for liberation : Thus,
we can sav that the Vietnamese people are fighting not only
for themselves, but also for the defence of peace, democracy
and national independence thronghout the world.

After the anti-fascist war, the task of all progressive world
forces is to struggle for national independence, develop de-
mocracy and consolidate peace. With the August Revolution
and the present War of Resistance, the Vietnamese people have
courageously shouldered a part of the responsibility to fulfil
this mission with the progressive and democratic forces strug-
gling, for a better world. Whether one iikes it or not, the August
Revolution is part of the great struggle of mankind for peace,
national independence, democracy and social progress. The Vi-
ctnamese people fully understand their international role in this
post-war period. They are determined to fulfil this task, what-
cver the obstacles !

[t is precisely for that reason that the August Revolution
is warmly acclaimed by progressive opinion in the world and
that the Victhamese people now enjoy the solidarity and sup-

port of the world’s people. especially the oppressed peoples.

CHAPTER VI

PROSPECTS OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

What conditions will advance the Vietnamese Revolution
and ensure its final victory 7 These two

First, subjectively speaking, the Vietamese people, long un-
der the weight of the French vokeo and in recent years doubly
cppressed and exploited by the French and Japanese fascists,
have realized that only a revolution can liberate them. Closely
united under the national banner, they are determined 1o support
the Democratic Republican Government in national {iberation and
m the building of a new life. The Natoral United Front, under
ihe clear-sighted leadership ot President Ho Chi Minh and with
the national salvation and democracy bloc — the Viet Minh as
its base, will certainly Tulfil its duty of mobilizing the whole peo-
ple 1o smash all reactionary forces and overcome all difficulties
and obstacles on the march forward.

Sceondly, from the objective point of view © since the
world war. the international sttuation has brought new pros-
pects to the Vietnamese Revolution. The Soviet Unton. com-

pletely victorious, has beceme an invincible force. In many




50 TRUONG-CHINH — SELECTED WRITINGS

countrics. the Communist Party has organized power or shared
power © people’s democratic movements are developing in
many countrics, especially in those just liberated from the fas-
cist yoke ; the movement for national liberation is boiling up
in colonial and semi-colonial countries. After the collapse of
fascism, the imperialist system has been weakened. The move-
ment for the consolidation of peace. against international re-
action, has attracted the majority of mankind. The Victnamese
Revolution, as part of the world movement ol peace and
democracy. is deeply influenced by the international pro-
gressive moventent,

The Vietnamese Revolution is also at the confluence off
these revolutionary  streams @ national-liberation revolution,
people’s democratic revolution and socialist revolution, from
which it receives a good influence and with which it is in tunc
- at the same time the Vietnamese revolution exerts a consid-
crable influence upon those movements,

In short. the Victnamese Revoiution has suflicient
conditions to advance forcefully and will certainly

achicve final victory.

OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED

Nevertheless, no matter how important the achievements
of the August Revolution are at present, we must recognize
this objective truth © the national-liberation revolution in Viel
Nam has not yet completely succeeded . The August Revolution
scized power for the people, but on September 23, 1945, the
French colonialists attacked us and have since partly wrested
it back In the south of Viet Nam, they set up the puppet
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covernmeil under Nguven Van Thinh and reestabhished their
domination insome towns. According to the Preliminary
Agreement of March 6. 1946, Viet Nam and France came (o
a compromise - France agreed to recognize Viet Nam as a [ree
State having its own Government, Parhament. army and system
A dinance ¢ Viet Nam agreed to remain part of the French
i nion 5 France was given the right o station troops on the
weerttory of Viet Nam for a fixed period. and generally speak-
mge. French economic and cultural interests in Viet Nam were
o be ensured. So. our country was only a free state but not

vel a completely independent one,

What is complete independence for us 7 The whole of
Viet Nam from Nam Quan to Ca Mau must be placed under
the people’s power clected by the people ¢ there should by no
foreign troops on the territory of Viet Nam. The Vietnamese
ceonomy must by independent, not tied to the French economy
or o that of any other country @ Viet Nam must have the right
io develop its national culture. In a word, the Vietnamesce peo-
ple must be the masters of their country in every respecet and
the revolution for national liberation must complete its task of
shattering all imperialist bonds.

The Franco-Vietnamese Preliminary Agreement was not
the ultumate aim, but only a temporary measure, in order to
cive our people a breathing space in which to consolidate the
posttion of the democratic republican regime brought into be-
g by the August Revolution. and to strengthen our forees to

march towards a new stage.

The Vietnamese Revolution must progress constantly,
sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly, sometimes by leaps and
bounds, sometimes stopping for a time to catch its breath, or
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move a step backwards o jump over a deep ditch, sometimes
dodging to avoid and obstacle so as to reach its goal rapidly.

During the course of its development. the Vietnamese
Revolution must not only fulfil its anti-imperialist task, but
also complete its anti-feudal task, the agrarian task. As long
as these tasks are not realized, Viet Nam will not get rid of
its dependence on others. of poverty and backwardness, and
the Vietnamese people will not be completely independent and

free and have enough to eat and to wear.

Indeed, to become prosperous and happy. Viet Nam must
change from an agricultural country, as it is now, into an in-
dustrial one. The long imperialist domination has kept Vit
Nam in a backward agricultural state. The French imperialists
monocpolized heavy industry for French capitalists in Irance
and established only some light industry in Indochina. In the
development of even hight industry. the capitahists of our coun-
ey suftered from imperialist competiion and oppression |
while under the irench and Japanese domination. the guestion
of installing heavy industry was something they could never
think of Thus. the French imperialists monopolized heavy in-
dustry with the aim of compelimg Viet Nam 1o consume their
coods and preventing all compettion with them. Thai is why
Viet Nam can become a prosperous country only by frecing
itselt from all imperialist links and developing its heavy in-
dustry. so as to be completely hiberated from foreign ceonomic
subordination. This means that it must be independent in the
ceonomic ficld as well as in the political and cultural ficlds.
I'he Vietnamese Revolution has not vet thoroughly abolished
all imperialist privileges in our country, but has only restricted
them. 'urthermore the Vietnamese people have had o wage

a war ol resistance 1o smash the French colonialists™ design
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to reconquer Viet Nam. The Vietnamese revolution must pro-
gress further to fulfil its anti-imperialist task.

In another respect, the IFrench imperialists continued 1o
maintain all forms of feudal exploitation in order to exploit
our people more and more. In the mountain regions, they con-
tinued 1o practice serfdom. In the delta, the tenancy regime
with high land rents was maintained. Moreover there were
heavy taxes, corvées, ete. Most of the people were peasants
and they were cruelly exploited, and as a result, many of them
became impoverished. Unable to live in the countryside they
had 10 go to the towns hoping to find jobs in factories ; but
as industry in our country was not developed, the few enter-
prises which existed (factories, mines, plantations, ctc.) could
oniy employ a small number of them while the remainder went
to mcrease the ranks of the army of unemployed or vagrants.
The greater the number of unemployed, the lower the wages.
[he very low wages had a considerable influence on technical
rmprovement in agiiculture and industry. As the exploitation
ol cheap labour was sufficient to carn them big profits. the
colonialists did not bother to improve production techniques,
and as a result, the cconomy of Viet Nam under the imperialist
~oke was unable to escape from a state of backwardness. The
peasants were short of land to tull and the workers heavily ex-
plotied -+ long working hours, starvation wages, ill-treatment.
fines wnd other sanctions, ele. In an agricultural country like
ourswhen speaking of the people’s happiness, we mean the
‘mprovement of the workers™ and peasants® life. particularly
e Tatter, who make up 90 per cent of the population. But

TR TR

wnthe peasants” living conditions be effectively im-

Wos ol o . o e .
Prosed s they do not have enough land 1o till 2 The question
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of the people’s happiness is thus basically one of giving land
to the peasants.

[t is for this reason that the regime of feudal Tand own-
crship must be abolished, and the slogan "land to the tillers”
must be realised. So far, the Vietnamese Revolution has only
restricted this feudal exploitation. [t must progress further to
complete the land revolution and wipe out feudal and semi-
feudal vestiges in Viet Nam. In brict, the Victnamese Revo-
lution must fulfil both the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal tasks
10 realize independence. freedom and happiness for the people.
In other words, it must complete the task of national demo-
cratic revolution paving the way for the socialist revolution in
the future © to socialize all essential means of production. and
abolish the regime of exploitation of man by man in Vict Nam.

PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION

A wrong conception of the progress of the Vietnamese
Revolution must be climinated now. Some people think that
the Vietnamese Revolution must progress step by step - that
after the revolution of national liberation (anti-imperialist)
comes the agrarian revolution (anti-feudal), then after the com-
pletion of the democratic or agrarian revolution, the socialist

revolution.

This theory of "orderly advance” is wrong. At home, the
lcadership of the Vietnamese Revolution grows stronger and
stronger in the hands of the proletariat in power ; the progres-
sive democratic forces form and unshakable bloc Abroad. the
Soviet Union, the socialist state, has triumphed, and the people’s

democratic movement is in full development. [n such historical
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conditions. the Vietnamese Revolution can fulfil its anti-impe-
rialist task and at the same time perform the agrarian task. The
two tasks of the national democratic revolution in Viet Nam
arc closely bound together. This revolution will necessarily
progress lowards socialist revolution. In Viet Nam socialist
revolution may get under way even before the existence of all
necessary economic and social conditions (for instance : heavy
industry is not yet devceloped : all forms of pre-capitalist ex-
ploitation are not yet abolished. ctc). if the leadership of the
proletariat has been consolidated on the basis of the worker-
peasant alliance apd if the -canse-of soctalist revalution in our
country benefits from the Tielp of socialist and people’s demo-
cratic countries. As stated in the Communist International’s
Programne:

" Although the social relations inevery colony and semi-
colony have not yet ripened, the movements for national lib-
cration in these countries can none the less develop to
cocialism. if these movements enjoy the help and support of
prolctarian dictatorship in particular and that of the interna-

donnl proletarian movement in oeneral”,




CHAPTER VII

THE URGENT .TASKS OF THE VIETNAMESE
PEOPLE

FOUR MAIN POINTS, FOUR SLOGANS

After the Second World War, the Vietnamese Revolution,
developing in the new conditions prevailing in the world, has
many allies and ¢njoys much support. But no matter how fa-
vourable conditions are, the Revolution might fail if our peo-
ple, and especially our revolutionary fighters, failed to go
about it in the right way.

Morcover, the French reactionaries, collaborating with the
international reactionarics, arc putling into practice a perlidi-
ous policy designed to rob us of our power. Officially, they
recognize our country as a free state, but in actual fact, they
want 1o reduce cur country to being an "autonomous' one.

Under the cover of "New France", they have signed an
agreement with us, but at the same time they use fascist meth-
ods which run counter to the French people’s will @ indulging
in acts of provocation, fuits accomplis, and gradual encroach-
ment, so that finally the Agreement becomes an empty shell,
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They apply the traditional imperialist policy of "divide and
rule” cunningly and according to a systematic plan @ division
between different nationalities, regions, religions, political
parties, cte, aimed at rendering us powerless to fight against
them. They savagely terrorize people in the occupied zones
or in the zones where their strength is greater than ours,
hoping to annihilate our cadres and to intimidate and de-

moralize our compatriots.

We arce faced with a machiavellian and experienced enemy.
New difficulties await us. All our compatriots must remain
vigilant and thoroughly understand their urgent task.

In the present stage. our people’s revolutionary task can
be summed up in these four main points : ’

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, UNIFICATION,
DEMOCRACY, REBIRTH

a) INDEPENDENCE :© Our country is not yet completely
independent. The foreign army is still occupying part of our
territory. We must struggle 1o force it to withdraw completely
from our country some time in the future. We must struggle
for our national sovercigaty, so that in addition to our own
government, army, finances, and Parliament, we also have our
own diplomatic representation. We must struggle to change our
position from that of a free state to a completely independent
sate on the principle of "the right of nations to sclf-determi-
nation" ; this means that we have the right 1o adhere 1o the
French Union of our own free will (if France remains a pro-
gressive country) or to withdraw from it if need be.
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b) UNIFICATION @ Viet Nam must be one, and its terri-
torial integrity must be guaranteed. To achieve this, we must
wreek the reactionary French colonialists™ plot to partition our
territory and to carve out what they impudently call the @ "Nam
Ky state”. "Moi state”, "Thai state”, "Nung state” cte. There
cannot be three states or three Ky set up in our country dif-
fering from one another in their political, cconomic and cul-
tural regimes. There is all the less reason why a free state
should exist in our country north of the sixteenth parallel and
an autonomous one in the south, Viet Nam must be a state
worthy of the name because Viet Namis a pationally. territo-
rially. politically. cconomically and culturally unificd wholce :
this unity is not a fortuitous or a temporary combination, but
one which has been built up by the bl and sweat of our
people in the course of many historic - pochs.

¢) DEMOCRACY : In maintaining .. developing the demo-
cratic republican regime. strengthening the people’s power and
building the new, people’s democratic constitution, we must
guard against altempts to make our constitution into a meaning-
less one. along the lines of a bourgeois constitution. We must

furthermore oppose all tendencies 1o sap the regime of popular

represciiation, i progressive regime won by the people’s revo-
lutonary initiative in the course of thelr struggle for liberation.
Pl couniy must always have a constittionad government which
iv clected, supported and controtled by the peopie.

We must reorganize the administrative services. eliminate
traitorous and corrupt elements from the public services. and
wipe out arrogance and burcaucratism We should do our ut-
most to fransform Viet Naminto g reatly democratic country
in (he Far Past one ol the peoples democracies which have

st been Hiberated from the fascist voke
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4y REBIRTH : We must build up and consolidate the bases
of the democratic regime by cconomic restoration and cultural
development and by improving the material and spiritual con-

ditions of the people. particularly the workers and peasants.

On the one hand. we must keep on producing more and
more, without interruption. We must increase industrial and
agricuttural production to heal the war wounds and put an end
o all signs of misery and devastation caused by cighty years
ol slavery. Everyone should make a contribution to the national
restoration : the rich should contribute their money, the able-
bodied should work hard, those with intcllectual abilitics
should contribute their talents. We must respect labour. en-
courage private cnterprise, reward those who have rendered
vood services to the country and punish those guilty of mis-
deeds. 1 is not enough 1o make Viet Nam a politically demo-
cratic stale ; we must change it into a country with a new
democratic cconomy and culture.

On the other hand, we should meet the people’s material
needs, especially those of the working people (both manual
and intellectual). so that they will have the necessary
strength to work and produce 3 we should strive 1o protect
the health of our people. reduce infant mortality and fight
against discases.

We must further strengthen our nation’s resiliency and our
people’s unyielding will to struggle. and instil in our citizens
hoth genuine patrictism and proletarian internationalism.

.

RESISTANCE AND NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

[he war of resistance consists in struggling for national

veunification and independence and repulsing the Irrench
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colonialists” attack. National reconstruction aims at eslab-
lishing and consolidating the democratic republican regime,
and building a new democratic economy and culture. or a
year now, our people have been waging the war of resistance
and carrying out national reconstruction at the same time. That
s an inherent characteristic of the struggle for the liberation
ol our country, one part of which has been liberated while the
other is still oppressed by the imperialists.

In the reconstruction work, our people have striven for a
year now to increase production, simultancously supplying the
front and fighting against famine. We have repaired roads,
bridges, dykes, ete. This year, our people have won victories
over three major enemies © famine. illiteracy and flood. Those
arc remarkable achievements. But we sttt tack a general plan
for our reconstruction work. ollowing some examples:

Sceking to put into cffect the slogan ‘not an inch of land
left untilled” our compatriots in the mountain regions have in
some places burnt down parts of the forest, clearing land for
cultivation at random — a practice which is harmful to the

preservation of forests and the prevention of floods.

In various provinces and localities, the slogan "increase
production” 15 carried out without close guidance as to what
crops to grow and how much of cach in cach period, and how

to distribute them, cte.

The cefforts exerted by our people in the past year are un-
belicvable: THowever. one has the impression that they have
thrown themselves into production like a wood-cutter who
chops wood with his eves shut — vigorously, but with much

cltort wasted.
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It is time to work out an overall economic and cultural
plan for the whole country, to ensure cssential living condi-
tions for the people and supplics for the war of resistance
against French colonial aggression.

Of course this work of planning will mect with difficultics
because the situation has not yet been stabilized and the ques-
tion of French interests in Indochina has not yet been settled.
Nevertheless, it is not absolutely impossible to draw up a pre-

liminary plan on simple and realistic Tmes

If we strive only fTor national reconstruction but neglect to
struggle for independence, sovercignty, unity and territorial in-
tegrity, our country will be reduced to being an "autonomous
state"; a form of dependency on France. Our people are not-a
warlike people. We Tove peace. [lence our government signed
the Preliminary Agreement of March 6. 1946, But the treach-
crous behaviour of the French colontalists forced us 1o pursue
ihe war ol resistance Lo defend ourselves. We are ready 1o ac-
cept an armistice on the basis of rue recognition: by FFrance
of our fundamental national interests, but as fong as the French
fhrees continue 1o attack and terrorize us, we miust continue
(o defend ourselves arms in hand until they recognize the im-
possibility of re-establishing their domination over our country
and partitioning our territory. Has the war of resistance in the
South only a local and provisional character or will itbe trans-
formed into a long-term and nation- wide resistance ? That is
for the French to answer. As for us, we must thoroughly sup-
port the struggle of our people in the South, increase our forees
everywhere, heighten our vigilance, be ready 1o face any even-

tuality and fight until complete victory is gained.
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GREAT UNITY : A KEY TASK

To carry out resistance and national reconstruction, we
must mobilize all the forces of our country, fight against the
French colontalists™ policy of division, consolidate national
solidarity and scck new allies in the world.

The policy of great unity advocated by President Tlo Chi
Minh must be carried out thoroughly and extensively.

National unity: frustrate the colonialist schemes to di-
vide our nation along the north-south or the former three-
Ky linc and to sct the national minoritics against the
majority population,

Popular unity: All classes and strata of the people must
struggle side by side against the common e¢nemy o gain na-
tional independence and unity,

Unity between religions: Not to allow the colonialists to
incite Catholic, Buddhist, Hoa Hao and Cao Dai compatriots
to oppose their own people.

Unity between all parties: All patriotic and democratic par-
tics must put aside all prejudices so as 1o struggle hand in
hand against the colonialists and the Vietnamese traitors.

The entire people should unite into a National United Front
1o fight the French colontalist aggressors and wrest back com-
plete independence. Tor a year now. nothing has been able to
shake that Front, which is cemented by the blood of our fight-
ers coming from all over the country to defend the South. On
that front, the whole people should act as one to fight the ag-
gressors, repress the traitors, defend the democratic republican
regime and rebuild our country so as to make Viet Nam into

an independent, unified, free and happy country.
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‘That 1s the objective of Lien Viet, the Viet Nam Nafional
[.cague. This National United Front represents a highly appro-
priate form of national unity which our people have devised in
their struggle against the rench reactionaries and the Victnamese
trattors in the present stage. It must be broadened to include all
partics which are struggling for national independence and de-
mocracy, as well as all patriotic nonparty elements.

[t might be asked: Is the Viet Nam National [eague only
a short term political manocuvre as thought by some? Certainly
not! Tt must be a political organization able to mobilize all the
broad massces to {ulfil the tasks of national salvation and na-

ttonal reconstruction.

‘To broaden and consolidate the Viet Nam National League,
we ought 1o develop and strengthen the Viet Minh Front, be-
cause the Viet Minh Front with its strong organizations natu-
rally constitutes the core of the National feague. And in order
o develop and consolidate the Viet Minh Front, it is necessary
fo unite and develop all orgaimizations of the working class and

to consolidate the worker-peasant aliiance.

Inside the front, our compatriots must strive for close,
broad and cffective unity. But that is still not cnough. We
must also find allies out side our country, strengthen inter-
national sohidarity. and unite with all anti-imperialist forces
i the world.

First we must unite with the great Soviet people who have
defeated fascism and are healing the wounds of war in order
to go on with socialist building and consolidate the Soviet
Slate, the bastion of peace and democracy in the world.

We must unite with the French people who have made
many sacrifices in their struggle for liberty and justice, and
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who share a common enemy with us: the French reactionary
colonialists. We agree to join the rench Union but this Union
must be a "democratic and fraternal wnion benween free and
equal people”, 10 use the words of Comrade Lozeray, member
of the Central Committee of the French Communist Party at
a session of the French Constituent Assembly on March 20,
1946. That Union should not be used as a cage (o imprison
the colonial peoples after "clipping their wings™. In our strug-
ole 1o force France to respect our independence. sovereignty
and territorial integrity, we must achicve unity of action with
the French people and with all parties and organizations faith-
ful 1o the ideals of the French Revolution: liberty. cquality.
{raternity. lor that reason we greet the formation of the
"Franco-Victnamese Association” warmlyl and we hope that
it will become a firm bridge between the two peoples who
have a common cnemy: French colonialism.

We should also ally ourselves with all peace-loving and
democratic peoples, particularly with the Chinese people, our
great neighbours who are resolutely struggling for democracy,
unification and independence. Generally speaking we must
unite with all oppressed peoples who are fighting to liberate
themscelves.

During the Second World war, we joined our cfforts 1o
those of the forces fighting aggeressive fascism. Today, the war
is over but we must continue to side with revolutionary and
progressive forees to liquidate the remnants of fascism, light
the international reactionaries, consolidate world peace and

1. Just set up in France, with Justin Godart as president. The aim of this Association is

1o promote riendship between the French and the Viemarmese peoples
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smash the imperiatists” schemes (o draw mankind into another
world war.

For that rcason, the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
must claim its place in the United Nations Organtzation and
in the international arcna as a people who have participated in
the struggle against aggressive fascism. wrested power from
the Japanese fascists, and now continue to struggle to foree
IFrench colonialists o respect the Charter ol the United Nations
Organization.

CORRECTING SHORTCOMINGS AND ERRORS

To fulfil these tasks, the entire people. and particularly the
Communists and the other revolutionary fighters, must correct
their shortcomings and crrors. President Ho Chi Minh often
says: "We don't fear the enemy: e only [fear the errors of

our comrades!"

Indeed, has not the enemy attacked us by exploiting our
shortcomings and crrors? That is why we must resolutely
climinate all erroncous tendencices.

We should wipe out the tendencies o anarchy and indis-
cipline scen in carclessness and disobedience of orders from
superiors, and mfringements of government instructions and
of Party discipline. These tendencies show a misunderstanding
of the democratic regime. ‘There are some who do not clearly
realize the meaning ol revolutionary order and democratic
discipline ; they think that a democratic regime can tolerate
disorder, confusion and heedlessness of order and security.
From this, anarchy and indiscipline will emerge @ parochialism,

sectionalism, militarism and burcaucratism.
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We must : Root out the tendencies to 1solation and nar-
rowmindedness which are seen in the way certain people are
treated and certain events viewed, and also in the carrying out
of various party policies, especially that of national unity. This
harmiul tendency betrays a lack of confidence in the masses
and in onesclf ; at the same time it shows a dogmatic, mc-
chanical interpretation of Marxist-Leninist theories.

Fliminate subjectivism and "left" deviations which lead to un-
dertaking things when conditions are not yet ripe for them ; to
believing that one’s personal desires are those of the masses |
"pressing on' without paying the least attention to the objective

conditions and the real possibilities of the movement.

Eradicate conservative and rightist tendencies which lead
us 1o ¢ling to routine and old formulas, stick stubbornly to the
old prejudices, and fail to recognize new changes carly enough,
when determination is the only spirit in conformity with our

revolutionary cra.

Eliminate the tendency to unprincipled compromise with
cither the reactionarics or with one’s companions in strug-
gle. This tendency demonstrates a lack of determination to
keep firmly (o onc’s position, an overestimation of the en-
emy and an underestimation of the strength of the masses,
a failure to rely upon the masses or to use them as a strong
backing. This tendency also demonstrates a wrong under-
standing of the policy of the Front, and the existence of the
belief that because we are in the same national united front
we must always excuse one another’s mistakes and abstain
from criticising cach other.

Resist the tendency to complacency, being satisfied with
one’s success o this makes us smug and arrogant, weakens
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our spirit of criticism and self-criticism. hinders our progress
and keeps us away from the masses.

Eliminate the tendencey to pessimism and vacillation, which
makes us grumble and lose heart when facing obstacles, doubt
and lose our heads when suffering failures, and consequently
give up the struggle and run away from our responsibility.

The above shortcomings and crrors are manifestations of
petty-bourgeois  mentality. I we do not correct them
promptly, we will not be able to unite the entire people in
struggle for the country’s independence, reunification, de-
mocracy and rebirth.

We have no illusions that those erroncous tendencies can
he overcome within a short time and that the revolution will
quickly wash away the bad habits and customs left by the
old regime.

And we are firmly confident that the profound changes in
the political, cconomic and cultural ficlds will allow us 1o
eradually overcome them. The point is that eaeh communist
militant, each citizen should realize that while secking to trans-
torm society, they should try to remould themselves. Social
transformation includes individual remoulding, which in turn
contributes to the remaking of sociely.

TRAINING OF CADRES

After settling the question of the political line 10 be fol-
lowed, the policies to implement, and the tasks to be fulfilled,
the question of cadres is a very important one to be solved.

Who is it that applics the political line and carries out the
tasks 7 Of course it is the whole people, but first of all it is
the cadres, who are the vanguard clements devoting themselves
actively to the work of propaganda and organization, of leading
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the masses 1o carry out the policies of the Government and

the Party, and who serve as good examples to the people.

We must admit that one ot the shortcomings of our present
movement lies o the lack of cadres. Tew cadres for much
work, hence cach person having too many irons in the Jire
Many cadres cither do not complete their tasks or botch them
cor they work at random without any pre-estabhished plan, or
clse fet themselves be bogged down in details and do not look

far ahcad.

Fheretore, a decisive task at the present time s 10 steive
towards a greater number of cadres, and to have good cadres
S o promote existing cadres i a rational and just way and 1o

train new ones patiently and mcethodically. Fver

y cadre must
guide the novices who work alongside him so as (o create new
cadres. There are so many active workers and peasants, so
many honest youths lully devoted 1o the Revolution who are
ready to accept every sacrifice ! Have confidence in them. em-
ploy them boldly, guide them patiently, but do not forget to

control them.

At present. we are overwhelmed with work. TCis necessary
to mobilize all our manpower, wealth and talent. No ability,
no cffort should be wasted, Aflairs of State are not the mo-
nopoly of seme special group of persons, some party or some
revolutionary class, but they are the common business of the
whole people. Naturally the choice of cadres must not be made
at random or be prompted by personal feclings. but neither
should we be oo rigorous  recruttimg them from the special-
ists and employees of the old regime

There are not cnough schools tounded by the Government

to ensure the training of new admuustrative, judicial, military.
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cconomic and technical cadres. In addition to these, the revo-
lutionary organizations must frequently open political training
courses for their cadres, hold classes to teach them the expe-
rience accumulated, and organize talks and lectures to which
the public will be admitted on a wide scale.
Simultancously with the extension of mass cducation and
the struggle against illiteracy. there is a great need for devel-
opment of higher, sccondary, and general education, revision

ol the curriculum, and selection of students 1o be sent abroad.

At the present time the question of cadres contains a con-
tradiction. The great majority of national salvation cadres,
schooled by the revolutionary struggle, are loyal, eager and
skiltul elements with a good background, but most of them
have a poor educational level. The tault is not theirs, for the
majority come from the labouring masses, and have remained
illiterate or have not been able to complete their schooling.
On the other hand. the technicians, specialists and intellectuals
who have graduated from French universities have a certain
cultural level but know little about politics. We cannot re-
proach them with this cither, for throughout our eighty years
ol slavery, did the imperialists ever let the Vietnamese people
study politics and engage in political activities ? Their sole
concern was the formation of a class of young Vietnamese in-
tellectaals who would serve them as their tools only.

Therefore the remoulding of intellectuals as well as the train-
g ol new cidres at this present time must aim at removing this
contradiction. National-salvation cadres must be given material
conditions 10 raise their cducational level and theorctical po-

Ittical knowledge. At the same time, we must encourage the
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intellectuals and technicians left by the old regime to join po-

litical groups and attend political training classes.

We must criticise the incorrect attitude of some Viet Minh
cadres who make light of those intcllectuals and technicians,
arc prejudiced against them, have no contact with them, do
not employ them, and are averse to learning from them. But
at the same time we must condemn the poiat of view of some
non-Viet Minh intellectuals who think that the Viet Minh and
communist cadres who have had the merit of leading the revo-
lution to the seizure of power have now fulfilled therr task and
must now "withdraw" from the political arena and relinquish
the task of national reconstruction to people with degrees, to

the technicians.

Those who nurture these thoughts fail to understand the
neeessity of the Communists and generally speaking the Viet
Minh militanis who marched in the vanguard during the period
of underground struggle for the liberation of the Fatherland
sticking to their vanguard role now more than cver, devoting
their political knowledge and revolutionary spirit to the work

of national defence and national reconstruction,

.

It is comforting for us to know that, {from the August
Revolution onwards, intellectuals have joined the Viet Minh
[caguc and the Lien Vietin ever greater numbers. Siruggling
in the people’s ranks, they have shown an cager patriotism
and respect for the State and Front discipline. They have
gradually come close to the workers and the peasants and they
are now' developing into good revolutionary cadres, and the

country can pin much hope on them.

CONCLUSION
August 1045,
August 1946.
One vear has passed — worth several decades mothe ex-

poeriencees gained. The Vietnamese people have broken the im-
certalist fetters by the August Revolution to march forward
acaosith crant strides. Steeled through therr millennia-old his-
fors ol creative labour and glorious struggle the Vietnamese
people are launched upon the conquest of a brieht future with
cothustasm. They have always been a voung. courageous peo-
plo tull of vitality whose indomitable spirit continues to de-

vedop o the astonishment of the whole world.

Yhe Viemamese people have covered quite a good distance

v path o liberation. However, they have to press forward

and care, oy pressing furward. Many obstacles have arisen on

the i alicads tavelled. but thanks o their unity and struggle
he Vicmamese people have gained their first victories.

. In-ihese dava, the resistance in Nam Bo (southern part of

et N

L

ami seuthern Trung Bo (central part of Viet Nam) con-

this hereie suuggle for sell=defence develops  the
achiievements of the August Revolution and turther steefs the
traditional virtues of our people.
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The French colonialists hoped to solve the Vietnamese
problem according to their own desires by armed force. But
the war of resistance waged by the Victnamese people has
shown them that they are mistaken. The Vietnamese people
are ready to wage a long struggle, overcome all difficulties
and obstacles and resolutely fight the brutal colonialists and
wipe out all their stooges until Viet Nam is completely liber-
ated and the Vietnamese nation has gained complete Inde-
pendence, Liberty and Happiness.

THE RESISTANCE WILL WIN




PREFACE

A foul and savage encmy is riding roughshod over the
soil of Viet Nam. The Vietnamese people are waging a he-
roic war of resistance. determined to avenge the blood
shed. Will Viet Nam survive? Will the Vietnamese people
succeed? These are the questions being asked by our com-
patriots and by many people in other countries.

Here is our answer: the Vietnamese people will not
be reduced to bondage! The movement for the liberation
of Viet Nam is an intecgral part ol the new democratic
movenent surging through the world. As for the cnemy
of Viet Nam, the French colonitalists, they represent out-
of-datc, decadent imperialism, whose fate has been sealed
by history.

At present, the Vietnamese armed forces are still weaker
than thosc of the enemys it is therefore necessary to prolong
the war of resistance. In the courser of the fighting we will
develop our forces, and gradually wear down the cnemy’s

strength, until the day we can crush him completely. This war

of resistance must be waged by the whole people, in every

field — military, political, economic and cultural — so that,

wherever the cnemy goes he mects our ficree resistance, which

o iy %

THE RESIs AN b WL WIN <1

encrreles and chokes him, giving him not a momenCs respite

moour country.

I'his book sets out the guiding principles of the light
to the death against the reactionary French colonialists
ror the genuine mndependence and reunification of the
Fatherland, for the maintenance and development of the
Jemecratic republican regime in Viet Nam, and for the
small contribution that the Vietnamese people can make
te the safeguarding of world peace and democracy.

Viet Nam®s armed resistance is a just war. A just war
generally reccives considerable support and derives im-
mensce strength from the people. However, the experi-
cnees of the Abyssinian people in the struggle against the
cocian fascists in 1935 - 1936 have shown that even a
cevtowar may fail if the military command commits blun-

ciosoand it propaganda, mobilization and foreign policy

O
>

ieoweak. There s a lesson in this for o

1o win final victory in this fong and hard sirugglc is not

wcasy tasko Success can only be achieved when the fol-

ving fundamental conditions are assured: the correctness
s political line, the achievement ol compact national

sitoihe consolidation of our rear, the heroisim of our army

1

e peenfe and the competence of our command.

war of reststance enhances the Vietnamese peo-

e prestige throughoat the world and cenriches the hest

fons of our nation. Our compatriots have all heard

~tored cail of their Fatherland, and arc rising up in re

S Determined to tulli) their duty to the 1atherland,

sicowith cach other in proving themselves voorthy

ancestors,
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The salient strong point of the resistance under Tran dy-

nasty consisted of clever stratagems.

The salient strong point of the resistance in the reign of

the Later Le was perseverance an endurance.

The salient strong point of the resistance during the reign

of Quang Trung lay in speed and vigour of attack.

Under the leadership of President Tlo Chi Minh, our
national hero, a synthesis of the historical experiences of
Viet Nam-and other countries is being achieved in order
to turn defeat into victory. Great sacrifices and strenuous

efforts are being made by all the people in every part of

our counlry.

[fowever savage and scheming the reactionary French
colonialists may be, the lTong resistance of our people is

surc 1o be victorious.

The Resistance will win: this is our unshakable belict. And
that is the title we have given this book, which comprises ar-
ticles dealing with the Resistance, first published in Nos.. 70
to 81" of the review Su That”and later revised and amended.
The book is now published by the S That Publishing House

on the occasion of the second anniversary of the outbreak of

the war of resistance in southern Viet Nam.

Bac Bo, Scptember 19, 1947
TRUONG-CHINH

1. fssued in the period from March 4. 1947 to August 1. 1947

2. Truth ( Franslator)

I
WHOM ARE WE FIGHTING?

The Vietnamese people are waging a sacred war for free-
dom and independence. in defence of the territory handed
down 1o them by their ancestors. The whole country is rising
against the enemy.

Who s the enemy? The enemy is the reactionary French
colontalists, who arce re-invading our country by armed force.

[he reactionary IFrench colonialists are our deadly foes. our
main cnemy. They are our sworn enemy for all time, whose
advance we must make speed to check. and who must be
crushed and annihilated.

It is not France we are fighting. France is a democratic
country, whose new constitution  states that it will "never
anch any aggressive war and never use force to infringe the
Hheriv of any people™.

Is 1 the French people we are fighting? No! The French
peoples who love "liberty. equality and fraternity”. have no de-
Mrcto mvade our country. ‘They know that this aggression will
;]:“,:ii:i:] lha‘-ir .(;hildrcn AdyiAng on the batl‘lct‘icld. 'and that onlv a
mndiul of greedy capitalists will benefit from it. The more we
Hehto the more the FFrench people will hate the French colo-

Nialisis: VWi i
s they will demand that their government agree 10 an
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armistice and to the witlidrawal (rom lndochina of the FFrench
reactionaries who oppose their aspirations and bring dishonour
upon the name of the new Irance.

Naturally we are not fichting against the French people: we
are not even fighting against all types of French colonialists.

President Ho Chi Minh has said: "There are French busi-
nessmen who want to carry on their business activities in Viet
Nam. they know that to conduct business and make profits,
they must cooperate in good faith with the Vietnamese people.
They know that the precondition for that cooperation is that
Viet Nam be independent and unified. These are the non-re-
actionary colonialists, As lor those who scheme or use force
to subjugate our people, they are the reactionary colonialists"!

[t is only against the French reactionaries who "scheme or
use force to subdue us™ and who refuse to recognize our right
10 independence and reunification that we are fighting, The
more we fight, the more clearly will the relatively less reac-
tionary colonialist clements realize that the aggressive war in
Viet Nam is harmful. They will oppose the stubborn reaction-
ary colonialists. advocating a peaceful scttfement and co-op-
cration with us in order to "conduct business and make profits”
In our counlry. ‘

Are we fighting all tvpes of colonialists all over the world?
Of course not' We are not so stupid as to declare war on those
who remain neutral. who do not send troops against us. That

would sow necdless hatred between them and ourselves.
In briel. we are neither Francophobe nor xenophobe. We
arc only against the reactionary French colonialists.

. . >
1. Reply o journalists” questions. Tanary 1394

PTLE REsisT AN W W IN -

W pledee never to allow these coloniahists to impose their
voke agam upon our compatriots. We e nisme up. arms in
hand and we shall not Tay them down betore the reactionan

frrench colonialists have been swept right out of our country

The French soldiers, legionaries and colonial troops are
forced 1o come 1o Indochina to fight us. Fhey are mere piuful
teols of the reactionary Freach colonialists They are foreed
to feave therr homes, their parents. their wives and children.
and are sent here 1o serve as cannon fodder or the imperialists

and colonialists.

We have 1o fire on them because they are obliged o fire
onus an the mterests of the reactionary French cotontalists, In
this war against the reactionary I'rench colonialisis. we cannot
avoid fighting the French and colonial soldicrs. W do not hate
tiem however. On the contrary. both we and they Live a com-
imen enemy: the reactionary French colontalists Whon the
French and colontal soldiers conie to understand i, not only
will they refuse to fire on use but they will even come over
o our side with their arms, and together with us tey will
them against the French reactionaries. That is why we must
swrreevery opportunity while fighting the French reactionaries
foomiske propaganda among the French soldiess. feconaries
and-colomal roops. and must treat them well when ey are
Laken Prisoner -

As foi the puppet soldiers, they are our compatriots and
nost of them are peasants. The colonialists are makig use of
fiem 1o fight acainst the Fatherland, We must strive all ihe
HIOre vicorously (o make them realize this, in order o win

them over . . . . .
over (o the ranks of the resistance with their arms. and
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to annihilate the aggressors together with us, in atonement for
their offences against the country.
If we succeed in achieving all this, the enemy ranks will dis-
integrate and the reactionary French colonialists will be isolated.
To isolate the enemy in order to overthrow him is the com-
mon tactic of a class or of a nation that is determined to fight,

and to win.

hed

I
WHY MUST WE FIGHT?

In his appeal to mount a war of resistance made to
our compatriots on December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi
Minh said:

"Because we love peace, we made concessions; yet the
more concessions we made, the more pressure the French co-
lonialists put on us. The reason was that they had decided to
invade our country again."

We did indeed make numerous concessions to the French
colonialists. But, greedy and savage, they broke their word,
trampling loyalty and justice underfoot. They have attacked us,
so we must fight back in self-defence.

In August 1945 the Japanese were detcated Our people
rosc up to seize back power. On September 23, 1945, the
French colonialists attacked and occupied Saigon, once again
unleashing an aggressive war upon our country.

On March 6, 1946, the French colonialists signed a "Pre-
liminary Agreement”, according to which we allowed French
troops to enter the North and Centre of Viet Nam. But they
did not implement their part of the Agreement. Not only did
they fail to cffect the cessation of hostilities in southern Viet
Nam, but they established a puppet government in what they
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called the "Autonomous State of Nam Ky"', and attacked and oc-
cupied the south-western part of central Viet Nam with the m-
tention of forming a "Western Stat¢”. At the same time. they
attacked Son La and [ai Chau in northern Viet Nam, and occu
picd the regions of Lang Son and Hai Ninh. with the intention
of formmg a "Nung State”. They also occupied the coast from
Hai Phong to Mong Cai. thinking to found a "Federal zone!

On September 14,1946, a modus vivendi was signed be-

kY

tween Prance and Viet Nam. According to this modus vivendi.
we recognized the cultural and cconomic mterests ol France
1. The following quotsiions from documents are proots ot the pertidions schemes ot the
French colentidises

Iinmediately alter the signing ol the Prefiminary Agreament of March 6. 1946, French
troops came to northern Vier Nane and the northern part of central Viet Nan. General
[eclere, commander of Jrench forees in the Far Fast sent the foliowing directive (o the
ofticers under his command.
"Your job is not simply 1o restore ihe former French adiministration. i addition you niust
defend French interests duting the negotiations being held in indoching and Paris.
"hese defensive nieasures will be put into ettect cither by moderaic steps bringing
steady daily progress... or by torce wherever needed...”
Ou April 18, 1946, General Valluy. French commander in northern Indochina, sent the
following directive to the officers under his command:
“Immediately upon arrival in a garrison, the commander must draw up a basic sceu-
rity plan. This plan must include permanent defence of the amy’s barracks. and pro
vide in particular for action to occupy the town since the bext means ol defence i
zenerally attack.
“The plan has three objectives:
"1 - Rapid isolation and occupation of the enemy’s bases for resistanee such as the prin
cipal streets inhabited by Vietamese and Clunesce residents. all barracks, suspect neigh-
bourhoods. arms depots and niilitary cquipment stores:
"2 - Geeupation of all key point in the localitics (public services. bridues. artistic monu-
ments, tactical points).
"3 - And. by applying the above measures. 1o guatsiiee protection ol the lite and prop
erty of French residents in the area concerned
"As soon as this plan has been drawn up and its main facers put into practice, a study
must be made as carly as possible of complementary micasures w bich can be taken in

order 1o transfonn activities involved in this purely military operation info activities
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i Viet Nam. As for France, she agreed to implement the
cease-lire, and 1o respect democratic freedoms in Nam Bo (for-
merly Cochinchina — Translator).

Implementing the modus vivendi, we gave back to France
the Pasteur Institute in Hanot and ceasced our fire in Nam Bo.
[However, France took advantage of our good faith and dis-

patched troops throughout the countryside in southern Viet

Nam to arrest our patriots and to re-establish the "Couancils of

Notables", a French puppet administration, in the villages. At

the same time they blockaded the port of Hatphong. attempted

CFrom this itis clear that as carly as March 1946 the French colonialists intended 1o
ceupy our towns and overthrow our Government. On Aprif 6. 1946, Valluy seat the fol
awing seeret directive o Colonel Vicaire concerning the invasion of "the Nung State™

Proceed 10 Co To and prepare tor an attack on the Nung State around Mong Cai
peave part of your troops in Co To and Van Hoa aid keep these places oceupied
sending turther orders”

Folowing General Vaaluy's directive. Colonel Vicaire noted i a report 1o his cor-
snander on the occupation of the Nung State on April 21, 1940

“Onr action way be defined as the occupation of the hase of a wiangle (Hanor — Hai
Duong — Homngay. Mong Cai), the apex of which is Lang Son™.

Reporting on Gribelin’s troops use of bandits 1o stir up wroubles in the Quang Yen
region, in preparation for the occupation by French troops of the mining area, Vicaire
wrote, on the same day

"The occupation of the mining arca of Mao Khe aud Usng 3i by the regular army. as
proposed by the Tonkin Coal-mining Company. secins impossible in the present cir
cumstances.

"In all events attention must be paid not only 1o the occupation ot the Nung State.
and the political activities which must be carried out behind the Hongay — Mong
Cat coastal areis. but at the same tine the actions of a group of partisans inust be kept
moanimnd"”.

hese samples ol docnmentary evidence are suf ficient 1o expose the French coloni-
altsts™ crinnmatiny. Taced with such clear proot. how cin be the French invaders sl
deny that thay attacked and occupied Viet Nam premeditatedly?

Where is the validinn w their propaganda accusing Viet N of attacking them first?

l‘_
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to seize control of our Customs and thus create financial dif-
{iculties for our Government.

On November 20, 1946, they obstructed the collection of

customs by our Government, and fired on our security and cus-
toms officials while the latter were carrying out their duties,
Our troops fired back in sctf-defence. D' Argenlicu and Valluy
ordered the outright occupation of Haiphong and [ang Son
and, in violation of the agreements signed. simultancously
landed thousands of French troops in Da Nang,

Thus, the French colonialists violated firts the Preliminary
Agreement of March 6, 1946, and then the modus vivendi of
September 14,

They were thus attacking us in all three &y (northern, cen-
tral and southern parts of Viet Nam — Translator).

There could be no further doubt about their mtentions:
the French reactionarics’ obvious scheme was 1o re-invade
our country.

But that was not all. Following the Haiphong and [ang
Son incidents, the French colonialists staged repeated provo-
cations cverywhere they had troops stationed.

More oil was thus poured on the fire. The situation be-
came (ensce.

Our people no longfer trusted the french Officials™ word
and took active meansures 10 cope with all eventualities. Tarth
ramparts, combat trenches, barricades went up in IHanot and
other places where French troops were stationed.

On December 16, 1946, all the French colonialist ringlead-
ers in Indochina met in Haiphong. On the lollowing day.
French troops resorted to provocations and launched an attack
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in Hanot. On December 17, 1946, they crossed the barricade
in Hang Bun Strect in the Yen Ninh quarier of Hanoi, and
fircd on the headquarters of the sclf-defence forces in that
street. Their fire was returned. Then the French forees, armed
with mortars, machine-guns, cannon and grenades, attacked the
whole Yen Ninh arca. They broke into houses. raped women,
slaughtered children and pillaged property, creating a state of
war right in the heart of Hanoi. The reactionary French colo-
nialists in Indochina were taking advantage of the Cabinet cri-
sis in France — the Bidault Government had resigned, the
Blum Government was not yet in power — to carry out a pol-
icy of fuit accompli. From that day onwards, there was a state
of generalized war between the Vietnamese people and  the
I'rench colonialists, a war provoked by the French colonialists.

On December 18, 1946, French forces occupied our Min-
istry of Finance and the Ministry of Communications and Pub-
lic Works. At the same time, Morlicre, the butcher of Yen
Ninh, sent an ultimatum to our Government, demanding that
the self-defence forces be disarmed and threatening to assume
control of public security in Hanoi.

The French colontalist were trying hard (o press their plans
through. The atmosphere of hostility between Viet Nam and
France became extremely tense. Then, on the night of Decem-
ber 19, 1946, under severe provocation on the part of French
troops in Hanoi, fighting broke out in the capital and hostilities

spread throughout Viet Nam.

Fvents have proved that it was the reactionary French co-
lonialists who failed to keep their word, and who broke the
Preliminary Agreement ol March 6 and the modus vivendi of

Scptember 14, Tt was they who provoked war and launched
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attacks on us throughout the country. They used force to in-
vade our country and to partition it. We could not continue
making concessions to them lad we done so. our Government
would have become a puppet government, and our people
staves. For that reason, we were compelled to resist, to fight
the reactionary Irench colonialists, in order to defend the in-
tegrity of our country and to maintain our sovercignty.

As President Ho Chit Minh declared in his appeal of Dec.
20, 1940:

"Lven il we Fust sacrifice everything, we are determined
not 1o losc our couniry, not to live as slaves'

The French reactionaries insist in their propaganda that we
attacked them iirst, on December 19, This is nothing but an
attempt to conceal their own erimes. They themscelves attacked
us as carly as November 20, in Haiphong and Lang Son, and
on December 17 in the capital; they attacked us immediately
after the signing of the Preliminary Agreement on Mach 6,
19406, and cven before. They whine shamelessly: "Viet Nam
is acting in contravention of the agreements'. and hope in this
way 1o delude people and make them forget the rench vio-

lations of the agreements. But in the face of stubborn fact,

they must bear the full burden of responsibility. in the cyes of

history, in the ¢yes of the world and of the irench people.
Honest people have to acknowledge to day that our people
do love peace and that our Government pursues a very mod-
crate policy. But when forced o fight, we do so with deter-
mination. The anger our people have long kept at bay blazes

forth today like lightning.

11
WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING FOR

The reactionary French colonialists intend using methods
of attrition to ger their hand on our country. Furthermore they
arc applying a policy of fait accompli in order to continue their
rectionary manocuvers in Indochina regardless of changes in
the political situaltion in 'rance.

If the French people ask question, they will be told: “The
whole thing’s settled, there is no problem!”.

In order defeat these policies of "attrition” and fait accom-
pli of the French colonialists, the Vietamese people mus
fight!

France has signed an Agreement with Viet Nam. Why
should those who call themselves representatives of France ex-
pect the Vietnamese people to implement the Agreement, while
they regard themselves as free to disregard it? How do the
reactionary French colonialists, of whom d’Argenlicu and his
clique are mere lackeys, dare to send "ultimatums” to our Gov-
crnment? In face of the faithless, unjust, insolent behaviour of
the reactionary French colonialists, the Vietnamese people
must fight!

The French colonialists oppressed and expoited the Viet-
namese people for nearly a century. During the five years of
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the Sceond Workd War., they opended the gates of Indochina
to the Japanese iascists and, together with them,caused our
people untold hardships and burdens. Today, on secing us
win power and gain independence and freedom, they become
concerned for their sordid interests, and look upon us with
hatred. According 1o the modus vivendi of September 14,
1946, we recognized their cultural and cconomic interests
(interests, alas. which they acquired by our people’s sweat
and blood, but which they were incapable of protecting, let-
ting them fall into Japanese hands; it was our people and
our people alone, sho wrested them back with the August
uprising!). But they were not satisficd. They want to make
our people once again serve them as soldiers and colies, and
pay them taxes. Thay want to muszle our people, torture,
massacre and imprison them as before.

To wipe out the cowardly, greedy French clonialists, the
Vietnamese people must fight!

How much blood our ancestors shed because of the
French invaders! Today we must again shed our blodd be-
cause of them!

How many of our young people in the flower ol youth
have been sacrificed on French scaffolds and in French pris-
ons? How many women have been raped, how many children
burnt alive? How many mothers have lost their liitle ones,
brothers lost their sisters, husbands been torn from their wives?
How many houses have gone up in flames. villages fallen vic-
tm (o terrorist rards? How much gold and rice has been plun-
dered? How many churches and tombs have been descecrated.

pagodas and temples burnt and razed?
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To annihilate the French reactionaries, to dcfcnq them-
selves, to defend civilization and the cause of justice, the
Vietnamese people must fight!

The guns fired in our war of rcsisVMncc s}?i! the ‘halrcd
of the Vietnamese people in the faces of the French
reactionarics.

Now the Victnamese people not only demand  that 1h‘c
I‘'rench colonialists respect the agreements zilrcjady sigpcd; their
demand is not simply reversion to the position as 1t was on
November 20 and December 17, 1946, as some people gave
mistakenly understood. i

No! The shots now being fired are those of a long resis-
tance! We must win independence and national uuif‘lcal@‘n. In-
dependence and unification within the l’rcm.'h U}{inﬂ i n.cc.d
be. but it must be independence and unification! lhc‘ PI‘CIl‘ml—‘
nary Agreement of March 6. 1946, and lh‘c modus wvcn@x of
September 14, 1946, entail recognition ol‘ th'c complete n?dc-
pendence and the complete unification of Viet Nam: unl_x,‘nn
these conditions can peace be restored. Otherwise, the \;wlA
namese people have no alternative but to fight, ﬁgh‘[ ‘anq Ilghl‘
again — fight until they achieve the cumplc(c‘anmhllmmn of
all rapactous rcactionaries on their beloved soil.

The IFrench reactionaries are attempting to set up a puppet
government for the whole country. Then they will pmclai‘m
the recognition of the fake independence and unification of a
Viet Nam headed by that Government. But their treacherous
schemes are doomed to failure. The Vietamese people are not
as casily deceived as they think.

Some people say that the slogan "independence and unifi-

cation within the French Union" implies a contradiction. Why
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does Viet Nam agree to remain part of the Irench Union when
it claims (0 be independent? These friends forger that the Vi-
ctnamesc people have firm confidence in themselves and trust
the IFrench people, and therefore do not fear to remain part of
the French Union, The Vietnamese people are ready 1o co-op-
crate with the new France, because they know that such co-
operation. 1f it sincere and based on cquality and free consent,
will be beneticial to both sides in the present international im-
broglio. #he Viemamese people do not want the French people
and the democratic world to misunderstand, 1o think that Viet
Nam wishes to leave the French Union in order to join some
‘reactionary bloc hostile to the forces of peace and democracy ...

There are others who say that the slogan "independence
and unilication within the French Union™ betrays a wavering
resistance and hopes for peaceful negotiation with France. We
reply: The Vietamese people do not hate the French people,
and it is not against them we are fighting: so why should we
not be on friendly terms with them? On the other hand the
Victnamese people do realize that in order 1o establish friendly
relations with the French people. they must resolutely break
down the wall which scparates the French and the Victnamese
peoples — that wall is the French colonialists. We are deter-
mined to annihilate the French reactionaries, who daily widen
the gulf which separates our tow peoples, both of whom Tove
peace, justice and freedom.

To achicve the above-mentioned political aim ol the war
of resistance (independence and unification within the French
Union), mere diplomacy with I'rance is ineffective. We must
wage a war of resistance, we must take military action. llere

arc the military aims of our war of resistance:
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1 To annihilate the enemy forces m our country:
> To crush the aggressive designs ol the enemy completely:

1 1o take back the whole country

Our people advocate a fong resistance. this means to strive
1o achicve our military aims i order 1o realize our pohtical
aims 1 France recognizes the "independence and unification
of Viet Nam within the French Unrton. we shall agree: other-
wise. when the resistance of Viet Nam has scored final victory.
Viet Nam will become an independent state outside the frame-

work of the French Union.
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THE CHARACTER OF OUR RESISTANCE

History knows two kinds of wars: just wars and unjust
wars. Just wars arc wars fought against oppressors and con-

querors to saleguard the freedom and independence of the peo-

ples. Unjust wars are wars whose purpose is the scizure of

territories, and a usurption of the freedom and happiness of

the majority ol the people of these territories.

Our people are fighting the reactionary IF'rench colonialists
in order to regain freedom and in dependence, to defend and
liberate themselves: our war of resistance is therefore a revo-
lutionary war, a people’s war fought in scelf-defence, a just and
progressive war. On the other hand, the IFrench colonialists are
invading our country with the aim of oppressing and exploiting
our people as before; the aggressive war ol the IFrench colo-

nialists is thercfore an unjust and rcactionary war.

A just war always ¢njoys warm support {rom people of

goodwill and from progressive nations all over the world. An
unjust war wins only disapproval and contempt {from sound
public opinion and the peace-loving peoples.

We are not surprised that world opinion has not sup-
ported I'rance up to now. On the other hand many countries
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(India, Burma, Indonesia and Malaya in particular) supportand
cncourage us.”

This is one of the many factors which weaken the morale of the
I‘rench soldiers and strengthen the determination of our army.

Moreover, although the August Revolution won power for
the Vietnamese people, it did not completely liberate the whole
country. The present war of resistance will complete the task
of national liberation.

Though the August Revolution set up the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam, this regime is not yet perfect. The present
war of resistance will extend and consolidate the democratic
republican regime of Viet Nam and develop it on the basis of
new democracy.

That is why Viet Nam’s armed resistance not only has the
character of a national liberation war, but is also a struggle
for new democracy. Does this not make it part of the great
democratic movement now blazing through the world?

This resistance carries on the work of the August Revolution.
ft 15 a revolutioniary war aimed at achieving national inde-
pendence, democracy and freedom. A new Viet Nam is being
foreed in the fire of the resistance: an independent, unified, demo-
cratic. prosperous Viet Nam — a new democratic Viet Nam.

There are some friends who think that since our present
Mruggle has a national and democratic character at the same
fime as we are fighting the colonialists, then this entails land
heing taken from the landlords and distributed to the tillers
We reply: this war of resistancé is fulfilling the task of national
theration and s developing new democracy. At present, wc
*hall Timit oursclves to the confiscation of land and other prop-

(S 8 AW N M . . M N . .
hd(mgmg to Vietnamese traitors in order to distribute this
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land to the peasants on the one hand, and swell the budget of
the resistance on the other. This does not mean that we shall
carry out absolutely no land reform during the course of the war
of resistance. But it must be implemented gradually and under-
taken step by step, in such a way as to differentiate among the
feudalists, and isolate the French colonialist aggressors.

This war of resistance is a people’s war. The overwhelming
majority of our people are peasants. Nearly all the fighters of
our regular, militia and guerilla forces are peasants too. Our
resistance is in fact a peasant war led by the working class.

The Victnamese people are not struggling for themselves
alone. They are struggling for their own liberation and at the
same time for the defence of world peace. The French reac-
tionaries who are invading Viet Nam are part and parcel of
international reaction. Their ranks consist of a great number
of German soldiers who were formerly members of iter’s
fascist armies. A number of French colontalists who took part
in the resistance against the German fascists during the last
world war, such as Valluy, Morliere, cte., have today betrayed
the ideal of opposition to aggression, letting sclfish and shame-
ful interests get the upper hand. Their collaboration with
French financial magnates has turned them into their lackeys
in their aggression against Viet Nam.

In this way the Vietnamese people’s fight against the re-
actionary French colonialists i1s a fight against remnants of the
fascist forces, who openly violate the United Nations and At-
lantic Charters and are sworn- enemies of world peace. The
Vietnamese people realize that only when the reactionary
French colonialists have been swept out of Viet Nam, will the
French and Vietnamese peoples, both loving independence and
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peace, be in a position to enter into genuine cooperation
within the French Union, and in the great democratic family
ol world nations.

I'hus. the resistance in Viet Nam 1s a progressive war in
which we are lighting for freedom, independence, democracy

and peace. ,
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MILITARY RESISTANCE

Many people think that resistance consists in no more than
sending troops to the front to fight the enemy. In fact, to take
up arms and fight the enemy is only one aspect of the problem.
The resistance of our people must be carried out in every field:
military, economic, political and cultural.

How are we to fight in the military field?

Resistance in the military field means using every measure,
cvery stratagem, to maintain and develop our own forces,
while destroying those of the enemy. It means using force to
drive the invader out of our country.

The guiding principle of the strategy of our whole resis-
tance 1s to fight a protracted war.

To protract the war is the key to victory. Why must the
war be protracted? Because if we compare our forces with
those of the cnemy, it is obvious that the balance is still in
the enemy’s favour. The enemy’s country is an industrial
one — ours is an agricultural country. The c¢nemy has
planes, tanks, warships; as for us, we have only rudimentary
weapons. The enemy troops are well-trained, ours are not

inured to war. If we throw the whole of our forces into a

few battles to try and decide the outcome, we shall certainly
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he defeated and the enemy will win. On the other hand, if
while fighting we maintain our forces, expand them, train our
army zm?i people. learn military tactics while fighting, we shall
oain what we lacked at the outset and grow in strength. Hf we
;1 the same time reduce and harass the enemy forees, we shall
weary and discourage them in such a way that, strong as they
arc. ihc_\' will become weak and will meet defeat instead of
victory. In short. it we prolong the war, our forces will grow
stronger. the enemy forees will be weakened. their already low
morale will become still lower, their already poor finances will
become still worse. The more we fight, the more united our
people at home will be, and the more the world democraric
movement will support us. On the other hand, the more the
cnemy fights, the more the anti-war and democratic movement
i France will stay his hands: the rising revolutionary move-
ment in the French colonies will oblige the enemy to spread
his forces: and he will find himself in a postion of isolation
i the international arena. To achicve all these results, the war
must be proloneed. and we must have time. Time is on our
side — ume will be our best strategist, il we are determined

o pursue our resistance to the end.

Under the ran dynasty, our people waged long wars of

Feststance three times in 31 years to defeat the Yuan invaders.

Under the Ty [ ¢ dynasty, it took us ten years' resistance to
\N"Ipu out the cruel Ming troops. It took the Chinese people
Cehtveass 1o fiee themselves from Japancese ()ccupalinnl.
Fhose who wang “lightning war and rapid victory”. who want
1o by the whole of our forees (o the battle-front o win
Sheedyivicion and rapidly to decide the outcome of the war,

o o

welear o

Cauples ot protracted resistince
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have lcarned nothing from the invaluable expreiences ol history;
indeed, they understand nothing of the strategy necessary 1o our
people in this war of resistance. They do not believe in the ability
of'the masses All that they would achicve would be the premature
sacrifice of the bulk of our forces in a few adventurous batiles:
they would commit herote but uscless sutcide. They pretend con-
tempt for the enemy. Yet they are the very ones who are alraid
of the enemy and of a long resistance war.

What is our line m the fighting? [tis to scize the offensive
and foree a rapid decision mvery battle.

We are attacked. The'cnemy is stronger than we are. I
we remain on the defensive, and only defend ourselves
where we are attacked, the more we fight the weaker we
shall become — the more we fight the more we shall be
defeated. Therefore, in every campaign and battle, the weak
points of the enemy must be discovered and attacked, and
we must attack forcefully to anmhilate Tas forces. Tf we at-
tack. we must do it quickly and decide the battie rapidiy.
(From the strategie viewpoint, we must prolong the war: but
in every individual campaign and from a tactical viewpoint,
we must achice quick results). [t is only by applying the
tactics of hightning attack that we can destroy the enemy
sector by sector. The effect of many batties i which the
enemy is destroyed scector by sector. will be the weakening
ol his forces as a whole, and their demoralisation. Our
forces. on the other hand, will increase and our fighters™ mo-
rale wiil be strengihened. We shall go onin this way until
we reach the point at which we are sufficiently strong to
faunch a general counter-offensive to defeat the enemy on

all battle- fronts and to recover the whole of our territory.

WIN

W
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o attack toreetully and wipe out the enemy in every batile
we must apply tactics of maximum mobility. penctraiing
deeply and then withdrawing as far as possible. We must con-
centrate our {orces rapdly, launch lightning attacks. then dis-
perse like a flash. fn other words, form a tactical viewpoint.
we st wage guertlla and mobile warlare.

Cuerttla warlkare 1s the method of fighting, in partisan units
ar with relatively small groups of the regular army disguised
as crvilians and mingling with the people. Though these forees
are armed with rudimentary weapons only they are extremely
active. They attack the enemy form behind. outflank him or
Taunch sudden attacks on his weak points. They pretend to at-
mek the enemy’s right flank while actually aitacking his left,
thev concentrate for attack and disperse to dodge the enemy’s
rephve They cut communication lines, harass the enemy while
b cating or sleeping. wear down his strength, cause him
wearness and distress, render his forces lame, lost, hungry,
thirsty . The three most generally employed tactics of guerilia
warlare arc: surprise attack, ambush and harassment. IFighting
must be co-ordinated with sabotage. Sabotage is a wonderful
means ol resistance by guerilla forces or by regular troops less
well-wrmed than the enemy.

Mobile warfare is fighting in which the regular army. or
suertdla forees mustered in relatively large units and co-oper-
ating with the regular army, use more or less advanced weap-
Chsoeroup themselves rapidly and launch lightning attacks:
encircling the enemy in order to destroy him, working round
POSIHIONs 1o attack him. attacking from bcehind rather than
funching frontal attacks. advancing rapidly and withdrawing
quiekly O 4 long and deep battle-front (sometimes stretching

the Te . . . . . .
“ngth of the country). the fighting units must divide duties
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among themsclves and co-ordinate their actions, attacking the
cnemy according to a common plan, disturbing his forces,
spreading alarm and disorder among them, so that they will
cither be destroyed or be forced to withdraw. The characteristic
of mobile warfare is: to manocuvre with flexibility, attacking
the enemy and destroying him.

In order to win, we must wage a guerilla war and engage
in mobile warfare or gucrilla-and-mobilc warfarc; that means,
a mixed form of military tactic. But all this does not mean

that we shall not practise positional warfare.

What is positional warfare? [t is the deployment of forces
of the regular army in readiness for a battle. digging trenches,
setting up fortifications, checking the enemy’s advance, taking
advantage of the enemy’s weak points and inadequacies to at-
tack him and occupy his positions.

So long as we are not as well-armed as the enemy, to apply
positional warfare in a hurry is to doom ourselves to failure.

That is why gucrilla and mobile warfare are at present the chief

forms of fighting, and positional warfarc only a secondary
form. Sometimes guerilla warfare should be applied rather than
mobile warfare and sometimes viceversa, all according to the
concrete objective and subjective conditions at cach particular
time and place. Because we are short of arms, gucriila warfarc
will in general be the most widespread method of fighting em-
ployed by our people in the Jong- term resistance. With the
gradual development of the war, our army will gain morce ¢x-
perience and we shall have more modern arms, so that mobile
wartare will be applied more extensively, until. finally, in the
stage of general counter-offensive, posttional warfare will play

the paramount roie.
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As they have not yet thoroughly grasped the principles of
the above mentioned methods of fighting, our regular troops
and gucrlla forces often commit considerable tactical biun-
ders. The Thi Nghe battle at the end of 1945, the Nha Trang
and Thua Thicen battles in carly 1946, the battle ‘o the west of
flanon last March and others, showed that in the first stages
our troops had a tendency (o fight a war of position. They
theretore sutfered losses or became bewildered when attacked
by the enemy. On the other hand, where we shift rapidly and
in good time to guertlla and mobile warfare, we not only avoid
losses but are also able to stay the advance of the enemy and
to deicat him.

Gueritla warfare must be the tactic of the people as a
whole, not of the army alone.

To achieve good results in guerilla and mobile warfare, we
must mobilize the people o support our armed forces enthu-
stastically and to fight the enemy together with them. The Peo-
ple are the eyes and cars of the army, they feed and keep our
soldiers. Ttis they who help the army in sabotage and in batte.
The people are the water and our army the fish. The people
constitute an inexhaustible source of strength for the army. To
nercase their numbers, the troops must recruit new fighters
from among the people. That is why the entire people must
hk“ armed. gucrilta movements must be initiated and the actions
UI‘ the regular army and guerilla forces must be co-ordinated.
We must act in such a way that wherever the enemy gocs, he
meets the resistance forees of the entire Vietnamese people who

fight him arms in hand, ready 1o die rather than return to slavery.
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VI
POLITICAL RESISTANCE

Just knowing how to fight, or lighting well. is not enough
i we are to defeat the French invaders: itis necessary 1o have
good domestic and foreign policies.

Within the country. the entire people must be united. the
anti-French national united front must be consolidated and de-
vetop daily in the strugele against the aggressors.

In order to wage a long resistance war. the entire people
must be united and of one mind. The same principle applics
to our people as 1o a bundle of chopsticks: i the chopsticks
are bound together itis difficult to break them. But if they are
separated. nothing is casier than to snap them all one by one.

But uniting the whole people doesn’t mean that we blithely
shut our eyes 1o a handful of Victnamese traitors who willingly
betray their country, and permit them to sabotage the resis-
tance, become the henchimen of the enemy, and deceive and
massacre our compatriots. Fighting the enemy and crushing
the national traitors are two tasks which must be undertaken
simultancously.

At present. the French invaders are striving o deceive
and divide our people. To sow discord between our Catholic

and non-Catholic compatriots they have their agents tell the
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Catholic patriots that the Viet Minh are Communists. that the
[ Che Minh Government is a Viet Minh Government and that
o folfow the Ho Chr Minh Government is o follow the Com-
munists. They sav thate should the impossible happen and the
reststance be victorious. our Catholic compatriots would be for-
hidden to worship God. the churches would be burni and the
crucifixes destroved. "Better o fose one’s country than one's
Crodds better 10 be enslaved than 1o face cternal damnation™.

Such misleading propaganda must be cradicated. Commu-
ntsm is a doctrine that hides nerther its ends nor its means.
But it is not our miention here 1o explam what Communism
is. Our Catholic compatriots should nevertheless realize that
the o Chi Minh Governnmient is a government of the entire
people, approved by the National Assembly. This war of re-
sistance 1s a revolutionary war ol the entire people led by our
vovernment. U is not a private concern of the Communists or
the Viet Minh Front. The Communists and the Viet Minh Front
bave the sole aim of gaining freedom and independence for
Viet Nam. This resistance will bring democratic freedoms to
our people, mcluding freedom of beliet and freedom of relig-
i Heis neither the Viet Minh nor the Communists, but the
French invaders who bomb pagodas, deseerate the cross. and
tse churches as military posts from which to massacre our peo-
plec who spurn Christian charity, rape Catholic nuns and kil
Buddhist bonzes "To love one’s country is to serve God™. But
HOW in it possible 1o love our country and serve God i we do
not fight the imvaders?

The French aggressors are doing their best to sow discord
between the people of the South and those of the North. be-
tween the Thai. Muong, B-De. Mong, Dao, Tay. and Nung peo-

ples and the majority people, between rich and poor. But facts
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have proved that they are doing so in order to occupy Nam
Bo: they are using Victnamese o fight Victnamese, cutling
Viet Nam up into picees, inciting the minority peoples to op-
pose the majority people: they are coging the the Thai and
Nung peoples on to fight the majority Kinh people. and are
using the latter 1o oppose the Thai and Nung peoples, to enable
the colonialists 1o subjugate them all and in case enjoy the
position of "masters of the country”.

This resistance aims at wiping out the Irench colonialists,
0 win independence and national unification. and bring Ircce-
dom and happiness to the entire people. The Tives and property
of the people will be respected. The living conditions of the

labouring masses will be improved. Like all ather democratic

freedoms. freedom of beliel is guaranteed. Our compatriots of

the Centre. Nogth and South are one: all natiopalities — mi-
nority as well as majority — are cqual. The aim of the resis-
tance is clear. The French invaders cannot fool our people!
The French aggressors even declare that they are "fighting
the Viet Minh and not Viet Nam". But in fact they are jeop-
ardizing the lives and property of the Victnamese people —
Viet Minh or non-Viet Minh — quite indiscriminately! They
seek 1o divide the Viet Minh from the entire people, because
they know that the Viet Minh consists of the most patriotic
and determined clements in the country, They are the most
faithful 1o the people’s interests. They are ready o make any
sacrifice in the struggle for nationai independence and unifi-
cation. The enemy is well aware that he can subdue our people
only if they succeed in isolating the Viet Minh and inciting

the people o oppose them.
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On the one hand. the French invaders deccive and divide
our people. On the other, they massacre and rob them. Drawing
on their own expericnce of the enemy our people clearty rec-

ognize their hypocrisy and are closing their ranks tighter every

“day in support of the Viet Minh. joining it and the Lien Viet

Front, and fighting the enemy together with the Vict Minh.
We thank the French for having helped "Viet Minh-ize the Vi-

cthamese people” by their words and deeds.

There was already a basis for our national resistance front
which the reactionary French colonialists unwittingly consoli-
dated and encouraged by violating the right o live of the Vi-
ctnamese people. We must help the people to understand the
intentions of the French aggressors and make skilful use ot
every possibility, big or small. ol contributing to the resistance:

thus assuring the success of our policy of wide national unity.

At home, national unity must be maintained: the national
united front against the French colonialists and their lackevs
must be consolidated and developed. This front must be butl
on the cornerstone of the alliance ot the workers and peasants,

and must be led by the working class.

What must we do in the ficld of forcign policy”? We must
olate the enemy and win more friends. We must act i stich
+way that the French people and the peoples of the IFrench
colonies will actively support us and oppose the reactionary
French colonialists. in such a way that all peace-loving forces
i the world will defend us and favour the aims of our resis-
tance. That is why French prisoners-ol- war and all forcign
residents in our country must be well-trcated (this does not
mnclude the bandits and spics who use their situation as foreign

residents to work as lackeys of the French colonialists).
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‘The French people and soldiers have been deceived by

the reactionary French coloniahists and led 10 believe that i

wis we who violated the Agreements and attacked France first.

We must make them understand by showing them that i was
the reactionary French colonialists who trampled on the Agree-
ments and attacked us first. Notonly do they want to explott
our people again but they are also exploiting the French peo-
ple. To fight the Irench colonialists is to help the French peo-
ple direetly. because while fighting we weaken our common
cnemy. The French people and I'rench soldiers should oppose
the war in cvery way. Oppose the sending ol troops 1o Indo-
china. opposc niilitary expenditure for the reconyguest of Viet
Nam. These are actions which are completely contrary 1o the
new Constitution of France. They should dermand  that the
Lrench Government engage in peaceful negotiations with the
Ho Chi Minh Government. The French soldiers in Viet Nam
should demand repatriation and protest against the setting up
of a puppet Government. They should fraternize with the Vi-
ctnamese People’s Army. and turn their arms against the re-
actionary I'rench  colonialists. joining the ranks ol the
Victnamese army and people in order to fight side by side with
them for the overthrow ol the common enemy ol our two peo-
ples. This will enable an independent and unificd Viet Nam
1o form a voluntary alliance with the new France on the basis

of cquality and mutual benefit.

We must make the people in the French colonies realize
that while we arc fighting the reactionary French colonalists,
we arce also fighting for them 1o a certain extent. They should
therefore scize the opportunity presented by the predicament
of the French colonialists in Viet Nam to rise up and regain

their own independence.
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We must make the progressive forces all over the wold
realize that we are making sacrifices and exerting cfforts for
the cause of world peace and democracy too. In the struggle
for peace and democracy, these forces cannot remain indiffer-
ent to our struggle, or support Viet Nam by words only where
deeds are required. They must arraign France before the tri-
bunal of world opinion. to judge her and compel her o stop
the war of rapine in Indochina. a war completely contrary to
he ideals of the United Nations Charter. Morcover, they
should help the Indochinese peoples from the material point
of view as well as giving them moral support so that the re-
actionary French colonialists, sworn enemics of world peace

and democracy. may be defeated rapidly.

Seen from the political point of view, the tasks of the
resistance are extremely heavy. To fulfil them, we must on the
one  hand consolidate  the  democratic  republican State,
strengthen the machinery of resistance, and unify all military,
administrative, and popular organizations in the whole country
- all patriotic organizations must be developed. and the lead-
ership of the people’s resistance consolidated : military ques-
fions must be subordinated to political Teadership. On the other
hand. all traitors. wrecker, opportunists, cowards, burcaucrats,
militarist and factionalist elements must be thrown out of the
resistance organizations, traitors must be punished. the sceds
ol disruption and division among the people destroyed. and
the political rear consolidated 1o the highest degree. The fol-

lowing goals must be our constant coneern
Unity of the entire people.
Isolation of the enemy.,

Victory ol the resistance.
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ECONOMIC RESISTANCE

To fight the enemy cffectively. we must cat our fill, be
healthy and have great qualities of endurance. That is why par-
ticular importance must be attached to cconomic problems and
the people’s living conditions.

To cnable the people to fight the enemy resolutely. we
must improve their living standards, while fighting. If the peo-
ple are poverty-stricken and lack adequate political consclous-
ness, they may be tricked by the enemy.

The enemy is not lighting us in the military and political
fictds alonc. but also in the cconomic ficld. They blockade and
pillage us, and sabotage our arrangements for food supplices,
for instance. We must fight them in the cconomic ficld to.
An cconomic plan for the long-term resistance must be drawn
up. The cconomy of the resistance war must be built so that
we gradually make inroads on the enemy’s cconomy.

Our resistance in the cconomic field consists of two parts:
1o wreek the enemy’'s economy, and build our own.

How can we wreek the cnemy’s cconomy inour coumtry?
There are many ways : blowing up his machines, warchouses
and lines of communication and transport, so that he cannot enjoy

in peace the wealth extorted from the people by exploitation;
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opposing his policy of rapine, not allowing him to "use war 1o
feed war". (This manocuvre, incidentally. is not peculsas to the
Japanese fascists, it is the common practice ot all aggressors).
We should act in such a way that wherever the enemy
goes, he meets scenes of scorched carth>with nothing left for
him to pillage. The further the enemy extends the front, the
greater the danger 1o his food supplies, and the more the war

hecomes a burden to him!

[f we never budge an inch from the people. if we arm the
whole nation, if we become masters of the countryside, not
only can we check the enemy’s attempts 1o destroy our econ-
omy, but we can also destroy his. At the same time., we will
build our own cconomy.

The building of our cconomy must be directed in accord-

ance with the two following principles .
[. National reconstruction to be carried out simultancously

with the war of resistance.
2. Sclf-reliance in cvery field.

Concerning the first principle. we should keep in mind that
we must not wait until after the victory of the resistance to start
the reconstruction of our country. We must carry out reconstrue-
ton in the course of the war of resistance itsell : we will recon-

struct in order 1o be able to carry on the resistance,

During the period of the resistance our cconomy is a war
ceonomy in form, and a new-democracy cconomy In content.
Fhis means on the one hand that the people’s cconomic life
musi mect the conditions of war ; every cconomic activity must
A al guarantecing the supply of the front and.pro\idmg the

whole peaple with all the commodities necessary 1o carry on
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the long resistance (war form ol our cconomy). On the other
hand. individual cconomy. cooperative cconomy and State
cwm,\my1 must be developed simultancously. We should make
skilful use of the co-operative ceonomy as a link between the
individual cconomy and the State cconomy. We should -
prove the Tiving standards of the people to cnable them o par-
ticipate enthusiastically in - developing  the  cconomy and
supplying the army and our compatriots (new-democracy con-

tent of our cconomy).

In our resistance cconomy, to what should we attach most
importance ?

The development of agriculture must receive our closest
attention, because our country lives by agriculture. Nearly all
the needs of the people are supplied by agriculture. Then come
handicralts. We must encourage handicrafts and small-scale in-
dustry to produce articles capable of being substituted for in-
dustrial products. Commerce ranks third. We should develop
small-scale trade, and organize and carefully control forcign
(rade. Al the same time. we must act in such a way that the
co-operatives shoulder an important part ol the tasks connected
with distribution and consumption. FFor us, industry can rank
only fourth, although it plays quitc an important role in war
in modern times. We should pay particular atiention to indus-
tries producing weapons, repair industries and those which
process the raw materials we have available.

Keen attention must be paid to the development of cattle-
breeding alongside agriculture, and ol transport alongside
handicrafts. The war is extended every day. roads and bridges

I Apart trom these forms, we may organize yet another torm, that of "joint State-pri-

vate enterprises”. in which the State and private individual mvest capial 1ogedier
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are destroyed daily : if we do not establish a system of trans-
port adapted 1o the new situation, production and distribution
of products will suffer disastrously.

As far as the sccond principle, that of self-reliance, is con-
cerned, we realize clearly that ®e €otuntry is an agricultural
country, and that even if we lose all the cities and sulfer enemy
blockade. we will still be able to ensure our self-supply. (This
does not mean that the enemy will be permitted to oceupy all
the cities, or completely blockade us). Our country is endowed
with plenty of raw materials and manpower ;- the spirtt ot our
people is high : and we can build a sclf=sutficient cconomy
along the following lines

Raising production norms — We must improve techniques
and methods of production. reducing the number ot idlers. #5x-
cept in special cases, soldiers. students and office employees
should also take part in production to a certain extent.

Producing according 1o vwar-time pecds = During the re-
sistance war, we produce what we need, not fuxury goods. For
exampie, we produce rice. salt, cloths ols, guns.ammunttion,

medicines, paper, ete.. but not scent and toilet soap.

Building the State reonomy aid the co-operative econony
decording to a plan. In our present conditions. we cannot have
a completely planned economy, but branches of production and
distribution must at any rate be readjusted and put under uni-
fied guidance, although individual initiative is free to develop.
Fnterprises managed by the State and all cooperatives can pro-
duce according to a plan.

To achieve good results from our resistance - the ceo-
nomic field, we must define an cconomic policy for this pertod.
In our opinion, that policy should meet the following nceds
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1. To increase produciion. We should initiate a movement
of patriotic competition in increasing production, arouse the peo-
ple’s cagerness i’ labour, and mobilize all our manpower, all our
material and financial resources. I'xcept in some special arcas,
militia men must stay close (o the ficlds o plough them. (When
the enemy comes we fight, when he goes we plough). The aim
of raising production during the war of resistance consists i the
three points of eating one’s fill, dressing adequately, and having
strength to fight. Work exchange and co-operation in production
must be encouraged and developed. We should transfer the refu-
gees, particularly those who have production skills, from the re-
gions ravaged by war o arcas that are relatively safe. have fand
available but lack manpower, in order 10 set up farms for shock-
production. We must pay particular attention to the supply of
rice (at the start), salt, medicines, oxen, buffaloes and farming
implements to such farms.

2 To increase income, cui costs, ard practise thrift. A war
budget must be prepared. The two main sources of income for
this budget are the various taxes. and the income from the State
enterprises. Taxes must be collected according to the demo-
cratic principle @ the rich pay more. the poor pay less, the very
poor are exempt from tax. To bafance the budget we must in-
crease income and bring down expenditure. A policy of thrift
must be put into cffect. In the administrative and military de-

partments, in all organizations and among the people, non-cs-

sential expenditures must be done away with. The number of

civil servants will be reduced. 11 we must spend. we will spend
boldly : but our spending must be reasonable, all appropria-
tions must be fully justified.

3. Lo gradually lighten the people’s Diurden. Vaxes and

rates, surcharges. cte. must be reduced 1o lighten the burden
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borne by the people. At the same time. we must carry out our
land policy step by step with a view to improving the peasants’
life, because the peasants are the greatest reservoir of man-
power and of material strength for the resistance.

4. Exhoriation, reward and punishment. Fven when our
plans are good, if we do not know how to mobilize and en-
courage the people to carry them out, the people will certainly
not take part in the work in large numbers. In every field there
ére people who work well and people who work badly. To
forgo rewards and punishments would be an crror. That is why
we should organize competitions of products and crafts, insli’-
tute medals to be awarded to Labour Heroes, talented inventors
and those who are rich in goodwill. At the same time, we
should severely punish those who ..cal public poverty, specu-
lators, smugglers, and saboteurs ; and confiscate the property
of national traitors and use such property to improve the p(:(;-
ple’s life.

‘5. Consolidating the currency, stabilizing prices. We must
m:amtain the value of our currency, avoid inflation, and usc
Vietnamese currency in production. (We will exchange home
products and goods for necessary foreign goods which we can-
not yet produce oursclves). The Government must ensure the
supply of staple commodities such as rice, salt, cloth, etc., to
all government departments, to the troops and 1o the pcoblc
keeping prices down. ~

] To put into effect the above-mentioned policics, we must
fight against wrong ideas concerning economy, and against
the tendency to demagogy advocating the abolition of all
taxes. This error was committed in many places after the
August uprising. We must also struggle against the tendency
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towards extorting excessively heavy money contributions from
the people ; against planlessness, working in a happy-go-lucky
manner, scratching where it itches, paying aticntion to the pipe
only where it is leaking, or making grandiose plans and ex-
tensive programmes without being able to achieve them. We
should fight the tendency to passivity, as it exists among those
who do not think about developing the cconomy and further
exploiting our rich resources, but only about practising extreme
stinginess. We must oppose waste, disorder, corruption and
fraud, fighting against the "leftist" deviation in economic af-
fairs of those who can think only of "agricultural collectiviza-
tion" and the "building of a heavy industry", while neglecting
agriculture and handicrafts, and who thus waste considerable
time and effort in claborating illusory plans which can in no
way be carried out in the present conditions.

VIl
CULTURAL RESISTANCE

Our all-out resistance requires more than resistance in the
military, political, and economic ficlds. We must also wage
resistance in the cultural field. Culture is also a batle-front of
our people.

I'he tasks of the resistance in the cultural field consist in

L Doing away with the obscurantist culture introduced by
the French colonialists to strengthen their domination.

2. Building a new-democracy culture for Viet Nam.

How is the obscurantist culture of the French colonialists
o be o . .

«\hc donc away with 2 (And let us never confuse this kind
u‘l culture with the genuine and progressive culture of the
rench people).

OF cource . . : N win
- I course, ou people’s resistance is wiping out the evil
intlucnce of this reacti T ‘

nee ol this reactionary culture. The slavish, cowardly and

Warasitic wayy of I i ' ' i
| ‘f ‘l“L ways of I'rench times are being wiped out. The moral
anc dlectual fetters : iali
‘ mictlectual fetters used by the French colonialists are be-
me smashe s . : oty

2 lmdshui. But we must realize that the colonialist culture
remains prevalent : .

(lm.\ prevalent in the habits and thoughts of our cadres and
people. The French ¢ iali i i
I }]L. he French colonialists will continue to deceive our
pcople as as nin i
peoy lt]ds long as they remain in our country. Livery day. the
pamphlets, books. newspanere . )

Ks. newspapers, magazines, speeches and radio




.
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of the enemy sow their poison among our people, so that there
are still some to be found among us who believe that the en-
emy has good intentions. Therc are still people who have
doubts as 1o our final victory, or even believe that the enemy’s
"mission" is to fight us in order to re-establish peace and order,
to bring the light of civilization to our people. and so on. These
myths, in cultural disguise, are backed by the policy of armed
terror and economic corruption, and have been of some service
to the enemy, particularly in the occupied zones.

This tendency is very dangerous and we must resolutely
fight it. All artists and writers, all teachers and all intellectuals
must now take part in the resistance, open up a cultural front
and attack the cultural strongholds of the enemy.

At present, our engineers together with the workers are
striving all-out in the rear to produce arms, and to establish
workshops and production camps to produce what is necessary
for the army and the people. Doctors, medical men and stu-
dents are taking care of the health of the cadres and the masses.
A number of architects are taking part in the construction of
defence works, school and office buildings and reception cen-

tres for evacuees. They are participating in the resistance in

this way.

All our teachers are striving to free the people from illit-
eracy and to train cadres to serve the long resistance and na-
tional reconstruction. OQur musicians are writing martial music
and inspiring compositions. Our poets are writing lines which
arousc love for the country and hatred for the enemy. A num-
ber of artists and painters are zealously participating in propa-
ganda work for the resistance. This is their way of taking part
in the resistance.
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AL political figures. journalists and writers are urging the
army and people to unite for the struggle, clearly pointing out
the advantages and disadvantages of various political lines,
proposing tactics and policies. Is resistance of this kind any
tess important than going to the front under arms?

But all this is not cnough. Further efforts must be made.
Fhere are still many shortcomings in our cultural activity. Not
all the cultural forees at our disposal, the talented writers, sci-
entists and artists, are fully mobilized yet. Numbers of cultural
workers want to work, but do not know what to do; there are
even people who are still indifferent. Those cultural workers
who have boldly taken part in the resistance, and are serving
the army and mingling with the people, have made progress.
But we feel that they do not have a clear-cut guiding principle

and plan vet.

While the enemy is tramping all over our fatherland, and
tie whole nation is struggling heroically, every cultural activity
must be in line with this slogan:

Love for the country and hatred for the enemy.”

AN cultural workers must celebrate and work for the re-
iewil ol the collective heroism of the people, arousing the
greatest possible hatred among our army and people for the
CHEMyY. so that they will advance cagerly to fight the enemy,
preferring death 1o surrender. Their work must aim at welding
ourpeople into one bloc. in support of the Government, with
tirm conlidence in national salvation, not losing heart when
faced with difficuliies and hardships. Their work must aim at
doing cverything possible to dishearten the cnemy troops, low-
cring their moralc. causing them to leave the enemy and {0
PASS OVET 1o our ranks, to the right path.
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The measures to be taken to achieve the above aims are nu-
merous. Our cultural workers must make frequent use of the sim-
plest forms, capable of winning a ready response from the masses;

for instance : newspapers (particularly wallnewspapers), leaflets.
posters, sketches, pictures, talks, songs, dances, ctc.

We are not afraid to use the forms of propaganda of the
old culture which are familiar to the broad masses, the forms
most effective in influencing thern ; for example, the various
folk song styles such as Trong quan, Quan ho, Hat dum and
[at boi, should be widely used, provided that we give them
a new content and a new artistic spirits,

Using culture in service of the resistance in such a way 18
to build a new culture for the country.

In our opinion, that culture must be based on the three fol-
lowing principles :

a - It must be national

b - 1t must be scientific ;

¢ - It must be popular.

Whatever is contrary to national, scientific and popular
principles, cither in form of in content, must be climinated.

The war is in part helping us in this work. Indeed, this
war is a great upheaval. It helps us to boldly "revolutionize”
culture. Rig events are taking place : many towns arc being
destroyed, townspeople are cvacuating to the countryside. The
towns. which were formerly the cultural centres, are now oc-
cupicd by the enemy and are being turned into dark and savage

places, abounding in the depraved, obscurantist "culture" of

the aggressors. In contrast, the countryside, formerly a dark
and backward place, is now becoming civilized and progressive.
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Culture wins formerty something enjoyed by a handful of rich

people e crties 10 has now, 10 a short time. come closer
i the broad masses. Inorder o serve the Fatherland and the
people cudtiral workers must create works which are simple
grd welbadapted o the Tevel of the people, who, for the most
careare dliterates or have only very little education. (Their
st be popular). In this time of war, old claborate

nt Babats, ill-adapted to the new times, burcaucratic

P
sivicw o work tor mstance, tend to disappear | oin the resis-
Goeo. cvorsdask o must be rationally and cconomically per-
Swmed. and o must serve a purpose. What s not screntific
rends 1o disappear. (Our cultural works must be scientific). The
ssistance stirs up our hatred against everything anti-national.
ot evervihing which apes the colonialists. In this situation,
vl workers are rapidly able to gain an understanding of
oshavish diseases of the "halt-breed French” and the "half-
Chinese” inorder 1o cure themselves. (Our cultural
- must be national). .

Hiwe opporiunities are good. The conditions of the resis-
Sreare very favourable to the building of a new culture. 1t
ciarres only that the Vietnamese cultural workers take bold

ovand avail themselves of the opportunity to develep Vi-
srese culture on the basis of new democracy. Here are their
itacinad fasks

k)

o . . . .
© 1o use art and literature for propaganda and for mobi-
l7atn of the forees of the resistance ;

b

b To struggle against illiteracy ; develop education .
¢ o build a new life
o

to popularize the practice of hygiene among the people;
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¢ - To wipe out all slavish, colonialist remnants in the cul-
tural field ;

f - To develop a culture having a national, scientific and
popular character.

In order to advance, our cultural circles must engage in
severe self-criticism, and give up their tendencies 1o arrogance,
contempt for and aloofness from the masses. They should
shake off their tendencies towards selfishness, avoidance of
difficulties and risks, wavering and opportunism.

Regarding traditional culture and forcign cultures, we
should refrain from harsh criticism, but we should not follow
their examples blindly etther. We should have a critical spirit,
assimilate what is good in these cultures, and reject what is
bad.

In this great struggle, those who fail to keep pace with the
movement, who do not adapt themsclves to the rapidly chang-
ing situation, will certainly be feft far behind. Our cultural
workers should pay close attention 1o this fact.

1X
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WAR

Mo have so far deseribed four aspeets (military, political,
ceononmie and cultural) of the war against the French. On the
Basts ol the military situation in our country during these last
months, we now take up the question of the characteristics of
this war

Warof interlocking combs - Our war of resistance is a peo-
ple’s war in which regular army, militia and gucrilla forces
combme and fight wgether. Regular forees Taunch frontal at-
facks and guerillas fight from the rear. thus catching the enemy
between two fires. Sometimes the regular army is obliged 1o
Withdraw 1o avoid losses, but then militia forces and a small
vettotthe regular army split up into guerilla groups and sneak
slnnd the enemy's lines to fight ; or considerable regular
Porces attack quickly under cover of night. penctrating very
Heepiy o cnemy-held arcas, launching lightning attacks on
Jj;m\, considered by the enemy 10 be quite secure. After ful-
Bline their task, they withdraw according to a plan, foiling
the Cnemy s attempts (o encirele and annihilate them. The at-
Feks Jaunched by our troops on [Ha Dong (March 20, 1947

A pnL 13 1947), on Haiphong (March 22, 1947) and re-

S on the Viet Nam University Students” Hostels in Hanoi
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(April 20. 1947) long after our withdrawal from these cifies,
are striking examples of this.

As for the enemy. they use motorized infantry to penctrate
our zones in depth at several points, or work round our posi-
tions over a considerable area, hoping to encircle and annihi-
fate our troops, destroy our bases, plunder the people’s
property and sow bewilderment. Sometimes they send oceu-
pation forces of paratroops and commandos 1o cities or bases
in our rcar far {rom the battleficld. in order to hinder our com-
munications and supply lines. or to open another front m our
rear. The paratroop raid made by the enemy on Hoa Binh on
April 13, 1947 merits attention i this connection.

Thus the enemy attacks deep behind our lines, and we
launch attacks deep behind his, This war has the characteristic

of two combs whose teeth are interlocked.

"Rough-cnd-tumble” swar — Tnomany regions in the delta,
he enemy fights us not only i the military ficld but also
virives 1o destroy us in the ceonomic field ©they pillage crops
and destroy harvests, hoping o drive our people o surrender
from sheer poverty. In certain very marrow reglons pressed be-
tween mountains and sea (such as the Binh T Thien zone
and the southerninost part of Central Viet Nami, the enemy
attacks as at hoth ends. cutting up the regions into picees in

which he Taunches mopping-up operations.

In these regions, experience has taught us that to avord dis-
intcoration our troops should quickly abandon their uniforms,
mingle with the people. distribute a part o their arms o them,
organize them and the militia forces inusing every means (o
fieht the enemy. They should cling to the rice-ficlds and strug-

ole against the enemy to win the right to hive. The army and
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TR

he poepie naust unite into one bloc and be ready o fight to

b denth avainst the Expeditionary Corps at any tme and anv-

i - o P - -

wiere Thus the war is a violent. "rough-and-tumble™ one,
W ithowt battle-fronts — The result of the interlocking

1 diserderly war desceribed above s a war without battle-
hetween (he enemy troops and ourselves or a war o

A

i ihe battlefront s not clearly defined. The character of

'\\

Gehtine is constantly changing. Our army and militia forces

B
Connthe enemy everywhere, sometimes in his rear. sometimes

ditin his midst. Sometimes, the enemy advances mto our
sone. our forees strike at him from behind and at hus tlanks
caher than launching frontal attacks, wearing him out by force-
cio him o ward off blows.

'he batte-front is quite extensive o but even quite close

Hanoi, Haiphong. Satgon. Cholon, our troops are constantly
Clacking enemy posts. As we arm the entire people and dc-

celop guerilla movements day by day. the enemy has to light
tor every step forward © our troops and gueriflas open a bat

front wherever they encounter the enemy. Neither inarcas
sder our control. nor even in his own oceupied zones can he
onsolidate his rear.

Al any given time every guerilla base or nucleus inen-
2v-held regions will have its front and rear lines. The pOSI-
“hs of these bases, and their front and rear lines. are
costantly changing,

A war without rear lines. without clear front fines — this s

wnother characteristic of the war against the French colonialists

Wor of encirelement - Due o his possession ol naval ferces
Hic enemy controls the territorial waters and coastal regions.

e also occupies a number of cities close to the fronticr. Thus
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we are encircled by the enemy. But when all out war broke
out, when he wished to attack us with his forces already sta-
tioned on our sotl, the cities in which enemy forces were gar-
risoned and all enemy positions were immediately encircled
by our forces.

During the first two months of the battle of Hanoi an un-
usual reciprocal encirclement carried out by the enemy forces
and by our own took place @ the enemy encircled us in the
centre of the city, and we encircled the enemy in the suburbs.

The enemy seeks to occupy many cities and major com-
munication lines thinking o catch us in a net @ but when he
breaks through our encirclement around the towns and pene-
trates mnto the countryside. or parachutes forces into our free

ronce, his forces are immediately encircled by ours.

Our gucrilla bases in the enemy-held regions can appear
to be mere enclaves surrounded by the enemy. But all these
sucrilla bases. together with the extensive free zones, in fact
form a huge net encireling the enemy,

Letus Took at the world at large. The enemy seeks (o ap-
peal 1o the imperialist forces o encirele us (1) Argenlicu ap-
peals o the British and Americans tor help in fighting the
"Victnamese Communists”) But we, together with the demo-
cratic, progressive, peacelul forces the world over, with the
appressed peoples in Asia (first and foremost the Khmer and
[ao peopies). with the French people and all the peoples of
the irench colonies who are struggling for national liberation,
arc encircling the aggressive Frrench colonialists. The enemy
s encircled on our soil, in France, in the French Union and
i the world. We see that he is surrounded many times over.,

In this mutual cncirclement, those who ¢njoy the support and
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wwmpathiv of the Indochinese peoples and the peoples the world

over will carry the day.

Wor of scorched earth — Liverything the enemy can use
qoainst us. everything we cannot hold in our hands, must be
é\;u‘nl or destroved. That is the principle of "resistance by
worched carth”. The scorched carth tactics is not a Vietnamese
civention but the scale on which we have applied it has be-
wildered many people. There are foreigners who think that it
i madness for the Victnamese people, of their own will, to
cuse towns and villages with their own hands, to set ablaze
not only the quarters and storchouses of the enemy, but their
own houses as well. No, the Vietnamese people are not mad.
Fhey have their reasons for applying scorched-carth tacties to

4 degree unusual in the history of people’s wars

a4) Generally speaking, the Vietnamese people are weaker
than the enemy with regard to arms and equipment, that is
why they should destroy bridges and roads to check or slow
down the advance of the enemy’s motorized infantry.

by It is their indefatigable :epiril; their will to victory, that
cnables the Victnamese people to make great sacrifices in or-
der o cause difficulties to the enemy and bring his defeat
closer. The Vietnamese people realize clearly that the task of
sabotage is as important as fighting at the front. Sabotage is
a tactic used by a people armed with rudimentary weapons 1o
Hight better-equipped aggressors who are more inured to war.

Apart from the above-mentioned factors the scorched-carth
tactic brings us other advantages. For instance : it causes the
“hemy do despair, because cach time he thinks he is going to
“Ceupy a town or a city, in the end he only takes over heaps
ol rubble and ashes. It displays to the enemy the determination
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of our people to wage the war of resistance and to defend
their freedom.

The more the French invaders and the Vietnamese traitors
curse the tactic of scorched-carth, the more clearly they show
us that this tactic hurts them very much @ it strikes a vulnerable
point, by preventing them from filling their pockets. In their
propaganda, their plaint 1s that our Thgh Command applies
scorched-carth tactics "to achieve communism by wiping out
the difference between rich and poor”. What a crude lic ! Our
people know very well that when the last reactionary coloni-
alist 1s driven out of Viet Nam, with our rich resources, the
creative spirit of the toiling people. and with the skilful or-
ganization and leadership of the democratic Government, fine
building and cities ot new design will gradually Hp'pcar on the
soil of independent Viet Nam. Morcover, the French mvaders
pillage our compatriots without discrimination between rich
and poor many places now. Is is not they in fact who "arce
wiping out the difference between rich and poor” 2

Scorched-carth tactics are dictated by the circumstances of
the resistance in cur country, by the relation of forces between
the enemy and ourselves. by the weapons at our disposal and
by our spirit. Scorched-carth resistance systematically carried
out on a large scale 1s another characteristic of the present war
against the French.

In short, the anti-Irench war is an utterly destructive and
brutal war. The cnemy is {erocicus and we are fearless. The
two sides are engaged in a deadly hand-to-hand fight, deter-
mined to decide victory and defeat. The characteristics of this

war against the IFrench are therefore truly unusual.

X

THE THREE STAGES OF THE
LONG-TERM RESISTANCE

in Chapter V. we dealt with the reasons why we must wage
4 ong resistance, why we must prolong our fight in order to win
victory. Our long resistance will pass through three stages:

1) The defensive stage,

Yy The stage of cquilibrium,

3) The stage of gencral counter-offensive.,

Iere we cannot describe in advance all the details of the
resistance @ we can only map out general lines.

4y The defensive stage — At the beginning because the
viemy forces are stronger than ours. the enemy's strategy is
cftensive and ours is defensive. The enemy occupies a number
ol towns and main communication tines, the coastal regton and
somie arcas of the delta, Alter waging a ficree resistance and
cncireling the enemy in these regions our troops are obliged
W withdraw to safeguard their forees ; in particularly favour-
able circumstances, they will lure the enemy to penctrate deep
Into our rear 1o attack him.

But we do not always withdraw, letting the enemy freely
extend hiis security zone around the cities under his temporary
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control, and consolidate the communications and supply lines
between occupied towns.

Our strategy may be delensive, but our tactics and cam-
paigning principles are constantly to attack. In the country as
a whole we withdraw to prepared positions ; but locally we
continue 1o attack, launching sudden assaults on enemy posi-
tions right in the heart of the zones he occupies (for example,
the attack on Gia Lam airport on January 16, 1947, the battles
in Ha Dong and Haiphong in March and April 1947, ctc).

During this period. the military aim of the enemy is to
control the big citics, main communication lines, the coastal
region, the frontier and the delta, cut our country up into
many parts, and block our supplies and communications,
hoping 10 annibilate our regular forces, and destroy our
bascs, factories and storchouses. In the political field, they
Justify their aggressive acts before the people of France and
the world with deceitful propaganda, accusing us of violat-
ing agreements and attacking them (irst. At the same time,
they try to sow discord between the Viet Minh and the peo-
ple. to entice evacuated compatriots back to the occupied
zones, and o set up puppet administrations in the occupied
cities and the arcas around them.

To achiceve these military and political aims, they mobilize
their tand and air forces, including motorized infantry, apply-
ing the tactics both of positional and mobile warfare, launching
lightning attacks, working round our positions, attacking us in
pincer movements, launching parachute raids or landing troops
to attack us by surprise {(the battles in Haiphong and Hai
Duong of December 1946, in Thua Thicr and Quang Tri of
I'ebruary 1947, in Ha Dong of March 1947 ct¢). At the same

4
it
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qme. they buy up Vietnamese national trattors and bandits,
wick our Catholic compatriots and followers of the Hoa Hao

and Cao Dai sects, and bribe national minority people.

Our forces are still small in number, badly cquipped, and
sot vet inured to war ; but they have a high spirit and enjoy
ihe unreserved support of the people. Morcover, they know
from the beginning how to apply flexible tactics < that is how
on the one hand they can maintain their strength and on the
other hand wear out the enemy forces. The latter’s prestige
falls as they suffer these initial defeats. At the same time, we
mobilize the people to rise up in resistance. We strive to con-
wolidate the unity within our ranks. unite the entire people, un-
mask the enemy. win the sympathy and support of the French
peaple and the people the world over, show them clearly our
desire for peace and what circumstances have obliged our peo-

ple to fight in scif-defence.

o

Our tactics during this stage are as iollows tat first, we
ipply positional warfare in the streets, holding on to every
house, every street, every quarter (battles in Hanoi, Nam
Dinh, Hue), Then we withdraw {rom the towns, using posi-
tional warfare tactics to bottle the enemy up in the towns
for a certain time (battle in Hanot, cte.). Simultancously,
~mall units of our forces penctrate the streets and use guer-
itla warfarce 1o harass the enemy. Guerilla warfare comple-

ments and helps positional warfarc.

Gradually, the enemy extends his attacks from the big
towns, and occupies more towns and communication lines. As
this process goces on, the war of positions takes sccond place,
giving way to guerilla and mobile warfare. From now on po-
sitional warfare complements and helps guerilla and mobile
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warfare. [t is still necessary to stop the enemy’s advance. But
i we have resort only to positional warfare, the enemy will
use mobile warfare to work round our positions or encircle us,
thus causing us big losses. Generally speaking, during the de-
fensive stage. compared with guerilla warfare, mobile warfare
plays the leading part. But guerilla wartare comes gradually
to play the major role towards the end of this state, as the
cnemy-oceupied zones are extended, and the militia and the
guerilla movements are developed.

b) The stage of equilibrimm — Gradually the cnemy’s
forces and our own become equal. Enemy strategy at this stage
is 10 remain on the defensive, while ours is to prepare for the
general counter - offensive. Generally speaking, the enemy no
longer has sufficient strength 1o advance. At some point he
must call a halt, or make a few steps forward and then with-
draw to his former positions. In general, we no longer have
to retreat, but we have not yet sutficient strength to take back
the lost areas (although we can take back some positions). The
two sides seem o be holding cach other in the same positions.
But the enemy’s forces and ours~do not only simply watch
one another, like the stork and the oystcrl. We continue to
carry eut local attacks on the enemy-occupied zones. The result
~of many small attacks is cqual to that of a big attack. As for
the enemy, he does not remain constantly on the defensive and
leave us in peace cither. On the contrary, he is constantly car-
rying out raids in the occupied zones and launching spear-head
attacks deep into our free zones.

i. The author refers 10 & Viemamese fable - a stork wished 10 eat an oyster, but the oys-
ter caught its bill and held it firmly. Thus they remained, watching onc another, for a
long time. until a tisherman arriving on the scene caught them both.
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The military aim of the enemy during this stage is 10 ,Um_
wlidate his positions and communication lines, usc rclauv'cly
big forces to launch terrorist "mopping up” operations, hoping
10 "re-establish order’ in the occupied 7ones. l{¢ strives to en-
cirele and raze our guerilta bases there, to blockade us, to chop

ip our [ree zones into many parts (o destroy them He sends
agents into our zonce 1o spy on the garrisoning ol our troops,
our public scervices, storehouses, workshops, schools, ete. then
i rain bombs on them or direct their henchmen 1o sabotage
them. Their political aim is to set up a central puppet govern-
ment and an administration in cach K\ . At the same time (hey
develop the reactionary village organizations, the councils of
notables, in order (o divide and trick our people into submitting
{0 them. They count on this puppet power and its "armed
forces” 1o repress our movement for national liberation and to
plunder our people’s belongings. Riding the puppet clique,

they hope to enjoy the fruits of their exploitation i peace.

Our own military and political aim during this stage is 1o
wear out the enemy forces, annihilate them piccemeil; sabo-
tage, disturb, give the enemy no peace 10 exploit the people
casily; mobilize the people to wage armed struggle against the

puppet administration, opposc the cnemy’s mopping-up policy;

and ()[‘bdnl/(, counler-measures (l”dlll\l hdnd]l\ and traitors.

Armed propaganda must be carricd out on a large scale, par-
ticularly in the enemy-held region, o maintain the people’s
morale. We must guard dg.imsl the weariness, discouragement,
and tendencies 1o compromise and defeatism which may ap-
pear in the ranks of the resistance. Qur aim is also to strengthen

I Name given by the French to the three pans into which they had divided Viet Nam:

North, Centre. and South
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our forces, training more cadres, producing more weapons, es-
tabfishing more regular and guerilla forces, developing and
consolidating revolutionary organizations, preparing conditions
for the swilch-over 1o the stage of general counter-offensive.

Our tactic during this stage is to apply gucrilla warfare 1o
lyhc greatest possible extent, with a view to making it difficult
for the enemy 1o cat and slecp, obliging his forces to scatter,
tiring them and wearing them out. On the one hand, a part of
the regular forces must be set aside 1o organize gucerilla forces
with the help of the people and to carry out gucrilla warfare.
On the other, regular troops must be concentrated at "mobile”
key spots, places where the cnemy must pass, and where "we
can attack while advancing, or keep our position while retreat-
ing", at so-called "hinge" points, from which we can attack
isolated enemy posts, encircle and annihilate a part of the en-
emy'’s forees at the right time, launch sudden attacks on towns
where enemy forces are not numcrous, and, better still, liberate
certain regions when conditions permit.

The regular troops, militia and gucrilla forces always co-
ordinate their attacks.

Thus, generally speaking and in the country as a whole,
during the stage of equilibrium guerilla warfare is the most
widespread tactic; mobile warfare takes its place, after a period
in which they are both of equal importance. Positional warfare
plays the auxiliary role and supports guerilla and mobile war-
farc. By the end of this stage, a part of our gucerilla units are
deployed in mobile warfare, which is thereby reinforced.

This second stage is an extremely hard and complicated
one. It’is a relatively long but also the key stage, because
1t is during this stage that we pass from an inferior position

¥
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to a superior onc to advance to the stase of general
counter-offensive.

<) The stage of general counter offensive — In this stage,
since the balance of forces has changed in our favour, our strat-
cgy Is to launch a general counter-otfensive. and the enemy’s

strategy 1s defence and retreat.

There are two factors determining our strategy of general
counter-offensive. Firste the growth in strength of our army
and people. and sccond. the weakening of the enemy and the
extreme demoralisation of his troops. 1t may be that our ma-
terial forces are still not supertor to those of the enemy. Nev-
crtheless, as a result of the special conditions in Indochina.
France, in the French colonies and the world over. and the
tendeney to disintegration of enemy morale, we can switch
over 1o the stage ol general counter-offensive, granted even

that our material forces are relatively weaker than the cnemy’s

FFor example, as a result of the fong war the enemy iroops
become weary and discouraged and are tormented by home-
sickness. The French cconomy and hinances are exhausted:
supplying the army is difficult. the French roops have to put
up with privations, the French people do pot want the war in
Viet Nam to go on any longer. The movement against the war
and against the dichards in France grows stronger and more
ficrce. The peoples in the colonies rise up in active opposition
to French rule. World opinion severely condemns France,
which is isolated diplomatically. The world movement for
peace and dcm‘ncracy scores great suceesses, cte. Such factors
would have considerable influence on our liberation struggle.
and create many favourable conditions for us in launching the

genceral counter-offensive.
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As {or us, although our material resources are not yet ade-
quate, our fighting spirit soars constantly higher. Our army and
people become more united. The solidarity of the entire people
is strengthened daily.

With such subjective and objective conditions., the success

of our general counter-offensive can be guaranteed.

During this stage. the ciiemy surrenders many positions and
withdraws to entrench himsel ! in the big cities. e will pos-
stbly hold false negotiations with us with @ view 1o gaining
time, and will usc defavine tictes while waiting f{or dircet and
more active assistance from reactionarics (he world over. As
for us, our consistent aim is that fhe whole country should rise
up and 2o over o the offensive on all fronts, completely defear
the enemy and achieve truc mdependence and unification,

As lar as tactics arc concerned during this stage mobile
warfare plays the outstanding role at f{irst. and js comple-
mented and supported by gucrilla warfarc. Giuerilla warfare is
rapidly and extensively transformed into mobile warfare (many
guerilla groups gathered together form units analogous 1o those
of the regular forces and apply mobile warfare). Mobile war-
tarc is in its wrn transformed into positional warlare. Battles
for cities and strong points take place all the time, and finally
after a number of campaigns, mobile warfare changes into po-
sttonal warfare, which plays the predominant role in the last,
decisive phase.

Our troops concentrate rapidly, act vigorousiv on the of-
fensive and launch a series of well-planned lightning attuchs
on the cities and the enemy positions to encircle and annihilate
them. In briel, we throw all our forces throughout the country
into be battle to crush the cnemy completely and win back the

b
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in a4 word. our long resistance will develop through thc
Howing stages:

a1 First stage-strategy: defensiver tactics: attack.

b)Y Sccond stage-strategy: scesaw struggle (preparing for
sounter-offensive); tactics: attack.

¢) Third stage-strategy and tactics: counter-offensive (gen-

4 counter-olfenstve).

These are the three stages of our long resistance war. In
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fin the future, will there be any change in this three-stage war

fhere may be changes: changes in daration huF not in the
slages Ihcmxc'l\cx. Fhicre will be no change it the French u)yl‘o—
ni;n\l’ix\\ are blind and stubbora in their schemes to reoceupy Viet
Nam. iwven i the reactionary French colonialists receive supporl
e the course of the war though the intervention of international
reaction. the three stages will remain unchanged in general out-
hnes. But it we wage a powerful resistance, if the uprisings and

movements for hiberation in the French colonies in Africa ar
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intensified and cause France many difticulties. if the move-
ment for peacelul negotiation with Viet Nam now under way
in France becomes stronger every day, il the French soldiers
and fcgionaries in Viet Nam oppose the war, and France’s al-
ready faltering cconomy and finances become exhausted: un-
der the pressure of these factors. it is possible that in certain
conditions the democratic partics in irance may hold negotia-
tions with us in order 7o save the sitnation. In that case, our
long resistance will be interrupted by new tatks, and that is
precisely one of s characieristios' However. as long as the
French colontalists remain in our country. and we have not
yet completed the third stage. we cannot obtain genuine inde-

pendence and unification.

L. Since the beginmng ot the resistance (September 19455, there have been mwo periods

of negotiations between France and Viet Nam

X1
OUR DIFFICULTIES AND THOSE
OF THE FRENCH

The long-term resistance will be very hard, but it will cer-
tainly be victorious. That is our opinion and the common opin-
ion of our compatriots.

We should overcome the tendency to groundless optimism
the inclination to think that ceverything will be plain sailing.
We should guard against the tendency to underestimate the en-
emy and overstimate our own forces; such tendencies leave us
off" our guard, lcave us indifferent and unprepared, make us
slacken our cfforts, or causce us to lose our heads when we
score the least success, ’

We should be fully aware that this resistance is a hard and
ficree struggle; a long and painful trial. We must have courage
and patience; we must make encrgetic efforts if we are to be
able to hold out. We must clench our teeth and rise above
ourselves to overcome all difficulties and win final victory.

Our difficultics in this resistance are many!

We have to give up a part of our territory and allow our
“phere of action to be narrowed down. We will lose several
Hriving commercial cities, several major communication liens
‘nd even parts of our rich plains. Countless families will thus
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be broken up, scatiered, and deprived of their means of live-
lihood!

Thousands of our finest voung people in the fower of
youth have had to sacrifice themselves for the country! Iun-
dreds of talented and experienced cadres have sacrificed their
fves for the fatherlana! 11 the war is prolonged there will be

mountains of bones and rivers of blood. In some places, duc

1o violent enemy raids. and our own lack of vigilance, we have
suflered losses in men and arms with our storchouses pillaged
our countryside devastated.

3

In the enemy-held regions, the people sulfer terrorism,
rape, destruction, pillage. Traitors and bandits harass the peco-
ple day and night poking their noses into cverything. In con-
sequence ot the economic blockade. 1 we do not do our utmost
to increase production and 1o establish adequate organization
for the distribution of goods, we will meet difficulties in sup-
plying some regions.

Faced with the enemy’s manocuvres to divide us politically
if we do not strengthen our solidarity and do our work of per-
suasion. there will be misunderstanding and discord between
Catholics and non-Catholics, between majority and minority
people, there may even be fratricidal contlicts.

Certain international rcactionary forces may intervene in
this war and temporarily tip the scales in favour of the French
colonialists.

All this 1y not to mention natural calamitics. floods and the
epidemics that usually go with war!

The above-mentioned difficultics usually accompany war
in any country. Our people must be determined to overcome
every obstacle!
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Pessimists get discouraged at the Jeast difficulty. They for-

o1 that our country is an agricultural country with rich re-

' arees which are casily explotted; our people are industrious
N A 2 . i A

nd thrifty, the overwhelming majority of them live by farming
and will never starve through the loss of the cities (as we have

said alrcady in dealing with resistance in the cconomic field).
N b,

Our territory is relatively small. Our population is rela-
nvely small. But the enemy lives thousands of miles from our
wun—lry. Morcover, he must scatter his torces to defend many
places in the French Union and thus cannot concentrate them

. annihilate us.

nemy terror will in fact frighten a few people, but in gen-
cral it will arousce the deep hatred of our people. The deceptive
propaganda of the cnemy is indeed dangerous to us; but then
his greed and his barbarous methods straight away unmask his
hvpocrisy before our people’s disgust Fighty years of slavery
and five years under the double yoke of the French and Japa-
tese have driven our people closely together in united struggle
o the end: they have resolved never to live under the same
<Ky with the invaders. In the course of nearly two years, the
people’s power has brought to our people freedom and some
important cconomic and cultural gains; therefore, our people
are prepared to make sacrifices in their determination to pre-

serve the gains of the republican regime.

Thanks to gucrilla tactics and their cagerness our peo-
plc can 1o a certain extent make good our deficiency in
arms and munitions: they can seize enemy weapons and
turn them on the enemy. While fighting, they can produce
still more weapons.
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FFor nearly a centary, the French invaders have massacred
the men of talent of our nation without let-up. But "young
“shoots replace the old bamboo™. From generation to genera-
tion, our people have tought unremitting for independence.
Men of talent have passed the torch on from one to the other.
And our sacred resistance of to day is forging a whole gen-
eration of herocs! if the enemy murders one of our gifted sons,
many others will be ready to replace him.

Cowards arc generally blind or have only a limited view of
things. They sce only our difficulties, but not what we can do to
overcome them. They see only our weaknesses. but not those of
the enemy.

And when we Took at the enemy. what do we see? France
is now confronted with four great difficultics:

[. After the Second World War, I'rance was cconomically
and financially run down. France is short of coal; she must
restrict the running of the machines in her factories. This year,
France is short of 600,000 tons of wheat, and she has not ¢ven
the money to buy abroad to make good the deficiency. The
regular budget and extraordinary expenditures in 1947 resulted
in a total deficit of 285,000 million francs. France has as yet
recovered only 1o a small extent from the ravages of war; yet
she must spend hundreds of millions of francs on the war in
Viet Nam. This situation is having very serious consequences
for the supplies to the French Expeditionary Corps.

2. The political situation in France is confused. The de
Gautle clique are agitating for the establishment of a party,
and aim to rely on foreign reaction to overthrow the republican
rcgime. The anti-war movement has been launched. In debates
on Viet Nam at the session of the French National Assembly

O RESIS DANCE WE T WY N

0 A Letcand Maythe Communist Party has clearly expressed

He onposttion to the policy of using lorce to re-establish the
Ll recime inoour country. and opposed the war expendi-

|
sl

On March 25, 1947, the General Conlederation of [a-

S
RS . )
fom oreanized many demonstrations embracing millions of

people throughout France. with the slogan: "lmmediate nego-

fations with Viet Nani™

[he anti-war movement in Irance 1s sure 1o grow consid-

crably in the future.

3. The sitwation in the French African colonies is con-
<Gt turmoil. On March 29, 1947, the people of Madagascar
rose up in opposition (o the FFrench: the insurrection is ex-
panding daily. On April 8. 1947, hostilities broke out be-
tween the Algerian people and the French in the Kabylia
region. On the night of April 7. 1947, at Casablanca (Mo-
rocco). there were many hundred killed and wounded in a
reht between Arabs and the Sencgalese soldiers of the
Pronch In French West Africa, on April 19, 1947 railway-
men went on strike, and at the end of April the people dem-
custrated in front of the palace ol the French Governor, cte.
Fhie movement of struggle for independence is spreading in

Heomember countries of the i'rench Union.

4 The peoples in Southeast Asia have shown their in-
dienaiion at Freneh aggression in Viet Nam. The Indian,
Burmese, Malavan and Indonesian peoples have expressed
G sympathy for us. In mid- April 1947, the World Fed-
cration of Democratic Youth session held in India decided
fo support Viet Nam and established a programme of action
atmed at pressuring France to cease hostilities in Viet Nam,

Pius: we can see that the opinion of honest people in the
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world against French colonialists aggression will gradually iso-
late France in the international arena.

And this is only the beginning of Irance’s difficultics. I
France docs not negotiate with us soon, these difficulties will
grow 1o such an extent that Irance will be powerless to over-
come them. Why? Because the more France fights Viet Nam,
the more she will suffer losses in manpower and material re-
cources, the more hardships the French people will endure, the
more the anti-war movement in France and the revolutionary
movement in the French colonies will develop, and the more
strongly the democratic world will condemn French colonial
policy. It is just as French Premicer Ramadicr said on April 27,

1947 "France is like a drovning mean gasping for air'.

These words correspond exactly to both the financial and
ceonomic situation of France, and to her political situation.

Ramadicr also said:
"1 we do not react, we will sink"l
b

But in our opinion, the only way for Irrance 1o avoid
"sinking" is 1o negotiate with Viet Nam and recognize the
national rights of the Vietnamese people and those of other
countries in the French Union. This way I‘rance will not fall
into the arms of the American capitalists and simply be sold

out to the Yankess.

We have the necessary conditions to overcome all difficul-
ties in our country. All we need is for our people to be patient,

1. These words of Ramadier were designed to appeal tor help from the U. S, A and to
-prepare French opinion for acceptance of U.S imperialist assistance, which will mean
that France will be subservient 1o the U.S. But they also clearly show how critical the

situation is for France.
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anded and skilful, work out plans for even taske fight
crermination and ncrease production.

e course of the war of resistance, these difficulues

i
o dinnish with our efforts. These difficulties exist in cur

v
I

_ountry: we can concentrate our forces to minimize them,

over, we enjoy the assistance of our allies 1n the world:
trench people. the peoples in the French colonies. and the
(es of peace, democracy and socialism headed by the So-
ot Union: thus, 1t 1s entirely possible for us to overcome
ar difficultes.

As for the French difficiltics, some exist in France itself)
e in Viet Nam, others in the countrics of the French Union,
v others in the world in general. rance cannot concentrate

« torees on overcoming these complicated and scattered dif-
lties, especially as she is much weakened following the re-
world  war.  Therefore. il France wants 10 be an
pendent and democratic country, and to keep her position

¢ orcat power in the world. she has no other way of casing
svercoming these difficultics than to recognize the inde-
~ondence and unification of Viet Nam. This is one more rea-
why future victory belongs to Viet Nam, and future

foat to France.




XI
BALANCE OF FORCES

In this war as in all other wars, the stronger will carry the
day and the weaker will be defeated i the fray. Strength and
weakness here mean strength and weakness in the moral as well
as the material [ieids, and are reflected in the strong and weak
points of cach side. Whichever side has more strong points and
fewer weak points will be able to triumph over the other.

It is difficult for the side which has many strong points,
in minor matters, and few weaknesses, in major matiers, 1o
defeat the other side when it has fewer strong points, but in
major matlers, and more weaknesses, but in minor matters. The
side whose strong points grow and weaknesses diminish as
the fighting wears on will be able to defeat the other side,
whose strong points diminish and whosc weaknesses grow
with the fighting.

Therefore, to know which side, will sin or lose — our peo-
ple or the French — we have to consider the strong points
and the weaknesses of the two sides objectively.

These are our strong points:

a) The aim of our war is just (we arc struggling against
aggressors in order to recover our freedom).

(1 RESI s Wi WIN .

['he entire people are united in the National United IFront
qoainst the I'rench invaders.

, The morale of our army and people is high (cveryone
i+ wving 10 heroism for national salvation).

41 Our troops are fighting on their native soil o defend
thair people’s interests, and they thus cnjoy three advantages:
they are used to the climate (Thien thoi: the climate is favour-
Able 1o them). well acquainted with the natural features (Dia
/i the terrain is favourable to them) and supported by the
people (Nhan hoda: the population is favourable to them).

¢) We have many allies (the French people, the peoples of
the Irench colonies, the forces of peace. democracy and so-
cralism the world over, support us).

Our weaknesses are as follows:

a) Our weapons are few and rudimentary.

b) Our troops are not numerous and inadequately trained.

) Our organizational level is inadequate (particularly in
the mulitary and cconomic ficlds).

d) Propaganda directed to foreign countries is weak.

Mese are the weaknesses of the enemy:

@3 The aim of their war is reactionary (aggression, oppres-
ston. exploitation, and this arouses hatred against them).

) Internal division (the backers of the war and the sup-
porter of negotiations, the reactionary forces and the progres-
Sve forees, sharply oppose one another).

¢ The low morale of their troops (several facts show that
the French soldiers are afraid of death; puppet soldiers, legion-
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