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Publishers' Note
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Pham 1'an Dong, ex-member of the Political
Burean of the Central Committee of the 1'iet Nam
Workers' Party and Prime Minister of the
Democratic Republic of 1iet Nam (at present
Advisor of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam), in
the period from 1954-1955, when the American
imperialists began intervening directly in Viet
Nam, to 1975, the year of complete victory of the
I'ietnamese people's war of resistance 10 USs

aggression.

The book will provide vou with a systematic
and comprehensive view of US imperialists’'
aggression on et Nam, the crimes they
committed in hoth zones of 1iet Nam, their
repeated fuilures, and their Jinal and complete
defeat at the hands of the people of I'iet Nam, a
people with a long-stunding tradition of unity in

face of foreign aggression and benefiting from the

Judicious leadership of a Party which knows how

to apply Marxism-Leninism to its country in a

creative way.
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PART ONE
1954 - 1959

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST U.S. INTERVENTION
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4 .Excerpts from the Speech Delivered
at the Meeting in Honour

of Independence Day,

September 2, 1954

The Geneva Conference wai a very heavy loss for the
American interventionists They had been defeated in their
attempts to prolong and extend the Indochina war and to draw

many other countries into "taking up united action" in Indochina.

In spite of their repeated setbacks they have not yet resigned
themselves to defeat. At present as the cease-fire agreement has
been signed and peace is being restored in Indochina, they are
trying to undermine the observance of the armistice and the

restoration of peace.

By sending ships of the US Navy to carry North Vietnamese
people forced by the Ngo Dinh Diem clique to go South,
working out a plan of "aid" to the Ngo Dinh Diem clique and
,1 scheming to set up the SEATO bloc, the Amencan

interventionists aimed to sabotage the implementation of the
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armistice agreement in [ndochina.
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Today the Vietnamese people celebrate Independence Day,
l : September 2. in a jubilant atmosphere of newly-restored peace

after nine years of arduous and heroic war of resistance. But this
peace must be consohdated so as to create conditions for

achieving peace. complete independence and democracy in the
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whole country. The Vietnamese people. greatly confident and
elated at this glorious task, are determined to achieve broad
unity, unity between the people of North and South, and unity
between the Vietnamese people and the peoples of friendly
countries. They are determined to carry out a long-term, arduous
and complex struggle against all attempts at sabotaging peace by
the US impenalists and their henchmen. Under the leadership of
President Ho Chi Minh, imbued with patriotism and a spirit of
sacnfice and with the support of peace-loving people in the
world, the Vietnamese people are determined to gain final
victory, peace, reunification, complete independence and
democracy for the fatherland.

Sl

QOB St i

Excerpts from the Report to the Fourth Session

of the First National Assembly, March 20, 1955

Immediately after the Geneva Conference, the US
imperialists dragged Britain. France and a number of US and
British satellite countries into the Manila Conference to sign
the aggressive SEATO pact. At the end of last February, they
met in Bangkok. The aim of the Mamla and Bangkok
conferences was to build a machine of aggression and war for
an offensive against the Vietnamese people, the DRVN,
Cambodia and Laos and against China as well. In South Viet
Nam, the US impeniahsts have frantically beefed up and
directly trained the local armed forces, brought in additional
weapons and American military personnel, and built more

military bases.

Alongside their military schemes, they openly interfere in
local politics. keep tight control over the Ngo Dinh Diem
administration, use this administration to oust the Frenéh,
seize all powers and build up their ruling machine. At US
birdding, the Ngo Dinh Diem administration has ruthlessly
cracked down on the people. terrorized the peace movement,
suppressed democratic liberties and tumed the administrative
apparatus and policy in the South into fascist ones. The US
imperialists have mapped out plans and assisted their lackevs

in forcing or mducing a number of Northerners to move
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South. They have sought every possible means to prevent the

re-establishment of normal relations between the South and

the North.

Meanwhile, the US imperialists and their lackeys daily
feed the South Vietnam population with all sorts of lies :
they talk about independence, democracy, social reforms
and welfare but act in quite the opposite way. They falsely
charge us with violating the agreements in the hope of

covering up their machiavellian manoeuvres.

All these plots of the US imperialists, of the opponents of
the agreements among the French colonialists. and the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique are aimed at intensifying US intervention
in South Vietnam in a bid to turn the South into a colony
and military base of the US imperialists, partition our
country and prepare for war. The present enemies of our
people are the US imperialists, the faction of French
colonialists opposed to the agreements and their lackeys. the
Ngo Dinh Diem clique, the principal and most dangerous

enemy being the US imperialists.

The entire Vietnamese people must unite and struggle
against the latter's wicked and perfidious designs, urge the
correct  implementation of the Geneva Agreements,
consolidate peace, realize reunification and henceforth

achieve independence and democracy in the whole country.

This is a difficult, hard and complicated struggle but

victory is surely ours.

The Geneva Agreements aim at restoring and

strengthening peace in Indochina on the basis of recognition
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and reahization of the national nghts of the Indochinese peoples
national independence, sovereignty. unity and ternitonal
integrity.

The Geneva Agreements are a solid basis for the present
struggle of the Vietnamese people, first and foremost and
basically the struggle to consolidate peace and realize
reuniffication.  Only  when  peace is consolidated and
reunification realized shall we be able to achieve
independence and democracy throughout the country And
only with the realization of reunification, independence and
democracy throughout the country shall peace in Vietnam be
consolidated, stable and lasting, thus contributing largely to the
strengthening of peace in Southeast Asia and the world.

The consolidation of peace and the realization of reunification
are linked together and inseparable from each other. At this
moment, the US impenalists and their lackeys want to torpedo
the Geneva Agreements, wreck peace and divide our country. In
their manoeuvre, to wreck peace and to undermine Vietnam's
reunification are interconnected : they wreck peace in order to
prevent reunification just as they hinder reunification and occupy
South Viet nam so as to use 1t as a base to wreck peace still
more impudently.

It 1s imperative that our people should concentrate all
fighting foices to consolidate peace and realizeé national
reumnfication Unless peace 1s consehidated will conditions exist for
the realization of rewnfication through géneml elections The
struggle for reuntfication 1 return will lend vigour to the

consolidation of peace In short. to struggle for peace also
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means to struggle for reunification. to struggle for
reunification also means to struggle for peace. In order to
achieve independence and democracy. in the first place we

must win the peace and reunification.

At present. the US imperialists are making frantic efforts
to find ways to sabotage the newly-established peace in
Indochina.  torpedo the Geneva Agreements, whip up
tension in this peninsula. That section of French
colonialists who are against the Geneva Agreements are bent
on tailing after the US imperialists. The aggressive
imperialists are setting the stage to carry out their criminal
and brazen manoeuvres. Compatriots throughout the country
must be on the alert, determined to unite and fight against the
US imperialists and their lackeys, against the aggressive
SEATO bloc, against the military build-up in the South
with US military aid. against the establishment of military
bases, against the introduction of military personnel and
new weapons into the South

The Vietnamese people who cherish peace desire to live a
peaceful life in their undivided country. The people of
Vietnam. who have endured untold sacrifices to restore
peace, are determined to safeguard and consolidate that

peace.
The struggle for the consolidation of peace must be

associated with that for the achievement of reunification.
Vietnam is a unified country.

Historically, geographically, economically, culturally and
socially. Vietnam is one. the Vietnamese nation is one, no one

can divide 1t

I'HE. BFGINNINGS O THE STRUGGT .. . 19

From Lang Son to Cape Ca Mau, from the Eastern Sea to
the Vietnam - Lao and Vietnam - Cambodia borders.
Vietnamese territory belongs to the Vietnamese people who
have built and safeguarded it over the centuries through
countless sacrifices. The land of Vietnam forever remains the

homeland of our Vietnamese people.

Nature has favoured our land. Our country covers a
territory of 329,600 sq km. with more than 23 million
inhabitants, many fertile lands, many mountains and forests.

~many mining areas which rank among the richest in the

world and more than 3.000 km of coastline. The precious
mines in the North, added to the fertile fields of the South,
will render our country rich and powerful, our people
prosperous, on the basis of a modemn industry and a
flourishing agriculture. Lying on the East-West route, our
country has great advantages as far as trade relations are
concerned. China' is our next-door neighbour and through
her we are connected with the countries in the camp of peace

‘and democracy. We will progress rapidly with the

fratemal help of the friendly nations.

Our national wealth belongs to all our people, to our
compatriots in the South as well as in the North. We must
join in common effort to exploit these riches, to build together
a peaceful and happy life and to build a prosperous and
powerful Vietham so as to contribute our part to the
consolidation of peace and to the strengthening of friendship
between our country and the countries of South-East Asia
and the rest of the world. Our people enthusiastically face
this radiant future.
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In order to realize their schemes to sabotage peace and
partition our country, the US imperialists and their lackeys will
spare no cruel and perfidious measures. Therefore, our people
must be vigilant and must unite and fight back. Justice is on our.
side. We have the strength of the entire people and the support of
the entire world. We are determined not to let the enemy of the
nation threaten, cajole, seduce or influence us. At present, to
struggle for the consolidation of peace and realization of
reunification is the noblest duty and highest interest of our
people, of every Vietnamese citizen.

We are for what is advantageous to peace and reunification
and against what is harmful to them. Today in our country as
well as elsewhere in the world, the people and the strength of
their unity in struggle are invincible. Those who act against the
people's will shall be overthrown, and those who act in line
with the people's will shall win their support.

However, our people must bear in mind that this struggle, like
any other struggle against aggressive imperialism, 1s a long,
difficult, arduous and complex one. Just for that reason, we
must be zealous, courageous, patient and resolute, However
cruel and perfidious the enemy of peace and reunification
may be, our patriotism will certainly prevail over it
Everyone of us must join in this struggle and, together we must
build up a broad, stirring and vigorous movement n
support of peace  and reunification, of free and democratic
general elections, of a consultative conference between the
North and the South, the re-establishment and development of
North-South relations and the resolutions of the National
Assembly and Government of the DRVN concefning these
issues. In both the urban and rural areas, in public offices,
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factories and schools and in the families, everywhere, discussions
and explanations on the problem of peace and reunification must
be sponsored in order to find out what is right and correct and to
dismiss what is wrong and incorrect. When controversies arise, a
debate is necessary and it must lead to unanimity of view in line
with what is right and correct, and to closer umty. Every
Vietnamese patriot from North to South, man and woman, old
and young alike, irrespective of social origin, political leaning
and religious belief, must become a fighter for peace and
reunification, courageous and intelligent, resolute and patient,

and ready for sacrifices in the struggle until complete victory.

As democrats, we deeply believe in the patriotism, initiative,
strength, talent and intelligence of our people. We are firmly
confident that the movement for peace and reunification will gain
in depth, scope, intensity and strength.

To struggle for the consolidation of peace and the realization
of reunification is to struggle against the US impenalist
aggressors, the faction of the French colonialists opposed to the
agreements and their lackeys. Since the US  impenalist
aggressors are the chief saboteurs of peace and reunification, our
people must direct the spearhead of their struggle at them.

The US imperialist aggressors flagrantly betray the Geneva
Agreements and the final declaration of the Geneva Conference.
They are trampling on the most cherished interests and
aspirations of the Vietnamese people and other peoplesas well.
Today from the rostrum of the National Assembly, the people of
Viet Nam and the Government of the DRVN denounce to the
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world's people and public opinion the monstrous crimes of the
US impenialists and their lackeys. They are the aggressors,
the warmongers who are bringing great disasters to our
beloved country. The Vietnamese people are determined to
unite and fight against them, to guarantee the implementation
of the Geneva Agreements aimed at consolidating peace and
realizing reunification, hence to achieve independence and
democracy throughout Viet Nam. The Vietnamese people are
confident that in this just struggle they will always enjoy the
warm sympathy and support of the peace-loving governments
and peoples all over the world and that they will surely win.

The US imperialists want to enslave the whole world. The

peoples of the world will certainly defeat them.

At present a movement against US impenalism 1s rising all
over the world. The peoples of the world, especially those of
Asia dislike the USA and do not fear it. The US imperialists had
thought they could bribe them, use force to intimidate them,
brandish the atomic bomb to blackmail them. But the US
imperialists are grossly mistaken. They think they are strong but
the peoples .of the world are stronger than them .

For the Vietnamese people, to oppose US imperialism 1s
patriotic and means to consolidate peace and realize
reunification. At the same time the Vietnamese people make a
clear distinction between the US imperialists and the peace-
loving and democratic-minded American people who are
themselves oppressed. exploited and deceived by the US

imperialists.
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Since the restoration of peace, the Southern people have
joined their compatriots in the North in fighting for the
common cause : the consolidation of peace, the realization of
reunification and the completion of " independence and
democracy throughout the country In view of the specific
situation in the South, our compatriots there have been
combining the nation-wide struggle with the struggle in the
South against the savage and odious policy of the US
imperialists, the opponents of the Geneva Agreements among
the French colonialists, and the Ngo Dinh Diem clique, to
safeguard peace, protect their lives and defend democratic

freedoms.

The people of the whole country warmly support the
h'eroic and arduous struggle of our compatriots in the South.




Excerpts from the Report to the Sth Session
of the First National Assembly, Sept. 15, 1955

The basic stand of our people in this historical stage is : peace,
reunification , independence and democracy.

These are our people's most fundamental and most cherished
interests and aspirations, and they are determined to fight for them.

At present, the implementation of the Geneva Agreements has
reached the stage of political settlement, namely, realization of
reunification of Viet Nam through free general elections. Therefore
the Vietnamese péople must pool all thetr strength and struggje hard

for national reunification.

For histonical, geographical, economic, cultural, and other
reasons Viet Nam 1s an indivisible whole. It 1s impossible to partition
Viet Nam just as it is impossible to partition the USA, Bntain,
France or any other country.

"From Lang Son to the cape of Ca Mau, from the Eastem Sea to
the Viet Nam-Lao and Viet Nam-Cambodia borders, the land of the
Viet Nam belong to the Vietnamese people and has been built and
safeguarded by the Vietnamese people over the centuries through
countless sacrifices. Forever the land of Viet Nam will remain the

homeland of the Viethamese people."

Viet Nam is one and the same country Certainly, Viet Nam must
be reunified. This is a reality in both history and life: the Geneva
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Agreements which recognize the Vietnamese people's night to
unity, have thereby acknowledged this reality. To achieve the
reunification of Viet Nam in conformity with the Geneva
Agreements, one should take into account the present political
situation in Viet Nam ; in the North and in the South there exist
two different political regimes. It is because they are resolved to
achieve national reunification through peaceful means that the
Vietnamese people have to settle the question of different
political regimes in the Northen and Southem zones in
accordance with both reason and sentiment and with the spirit of
the policy of nation-wide unity, of which President Ho Chi Minh
has set such a bright example.

To take into account the different political systems in the two
zones 1s to give due consideration to the interests of various
sections of the population in each zone,. and those of all
administrative, military, religious, political, economic, cultural,
social and other organizations, so that each individual in each
organization come to realize the need to get together and
struggle for the common interests of the nation and at the same
time defend his or its own interests, and therefore achieve the
people's great national union, resolutely oppose those who seek
to split the country and use the South as a springboard for

" aggression against the North in an attempt to enslave our entire

nation.

We must set up the bloc of nation-wide unity embracing
various nationalities, social classes and strata, political parties,
religious bodies and all the patriotic Vietnamese citizens who
desire to see the country become peaceful, united, independent
and democratic; this nation-wide united bloc would embrace both
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the North and the South with all the differences between the
two zones . This is a great and glorious task entrusted by
history to the Vietnamese people with a view to completing
the struggle for national liberation. The Vietnamese people
will surely be equal to this great and glorious task.

Thus, the struggle for the consolidation of peace and the
achievement of unity requires a very broad national united
front, the broadest ever in our history. This front will
embrace the whole country and the people of different social
strata, different interests, different political tendencies, but
who all love their Fatherland and pledge to unite and
struggle, on the basis of a common platform of the Front
which conforms to the present political situation in Viet Nam,
so as to isolate and repel the US imperialists and their
lackeys, and to advance toward the building of a peaceful,
reunified, independent, democratic, prosperous and strong
Viet Nam.

Such a broad Front has been founded and bears the name
of Viet Nam Fatherland Front and such a platform has been
unanimously adopted at the National Congress of the
Vietnamese National United Front held from the 5th to the
10th of September 1955.

The Government of the DRVN warmly acclaims the newly
founded Viet Nam Fatherland Front and its platform which
symbolizes the basic aspirations of the Vietnamese people —
namely peace, unity, independence and democracy. At the
same time, basing itself upon the present political situation in
Viet Nam, this platform shows the Vietnamese people how to
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unite and struggle for national reunification on the basis of
independence and democracy and through peaceful means This
is a prectous contribution of the Viet nam Fatherland Front,
symbol of the ardent and profound patriotism of the Vietnamese
people.

The content and spirit of the platform clearly demonstrate the
will of the Vietnamese nation to achieve independence and
sovereignty This nation is determined to decided its own destiny:
it neither recognises nor tolerates any foreign interference. All
the. lssues of the Vietnamese nation must be settled by the
Vletnamese people themselves through consultations and general

consent and on the basis of common aspirations.

The first point of the platform clearly indicates the will of the
Vietnamesc nation to achieve independence. sovereignty and self-

deternination.

"\iet Nam's national sovereignty belongs to all Vietnamese
citizens, regardless of nationality, social class. political tendency,
creed and .religion In whatever field. political, military,
economic, cultural and diplomatic, Viet Nam has the sacred and
inalienable right to self-determination The Final Declaration of
the Geneva Conference which recognizes independence.
sovereignty unity and territorial integrity as  Viet Nam's
malienable nights must be implemented. All acts and plots of
sabotage against the Geneva Agreemeits must be opposed and

~ . . | . WA
all scourges of colonialism m Viet Nam elininated.

A reunsfied Viet Nam must be a demacratic countryt the

nterests of all strata of the people - mdividual freedom and
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democratic freedoms must be respected. all domestic. foreign.
econonnc and cultural policies must reflect this basic principle of

democracy

Independence and democracy are the fundamental principles
of the platform. These principles have been apphed 1n an
appropriate manner to the present political situation in Viet Nam
m the settlement of the problem of Viet Nam's reunification.

The platform contains this paragraph

"Today the social and political situations in the North and in
the South are different. With a view to the favourable realization
of the reunification of our Fatherland we should give due
consideration to the practical situations in both zones. the
legitimate interests and aspirations of all sections of the
popu tion and at the same time, through consultations, we
should move towards holding free general elections in order to
achieve reunification, without any coercion or annexation of one
side by the other."

This idea has been further clanfied in the following
paragraph :

"The National Assembly elected through free general election
will be the highest legislative body of the State. It will work out a
new Constitution for the whole country The privileges of the
deputies to the National Assembly, including those of opposition
parties, are guaranteed. A coalition government will be formed to
Increase umty among various political parties and groups.
various soctal strata. nationalitics and regions m all of Viet Nam

and concurrently to gather good ideas from everybody.

|
§
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"Due constderation being give to the different situations n the
rwo zones. each local administration will have the power to enact
such rules and regulations as will be m accordance with the
charactenistics of the locality and not at variance with the
common State laws "

These are the main ideas. They are very important. In this
spirit. policies i all fields should take into account the present
political situation in Viet Nam, i.e. they must be broadly
conceived, flexible and realistic.

For instance concerning land reform in the South

"In the South, to realize a reduction of land rent, carry out
land reform through repurchase by the State, at a fair and
reasonable price, of the land of landlords owning upward of a
certain amount of land (which varies with the state of land
holdings in each area) and distribute the repurchased land to the
peasants.”

For instance conceming unification of national defence :

"To build a unified army of national defence. All existing
Vietnamese troops in the North and in the South will be the
components of the future unified army of national defence. Upon
national reunification, the regimes now m force in the army of
the South and that of the North will not be subject to tinmediate
unification. Complete unification of the armies must be arnved
at gradually through negotiation."

Thus. the platform of the Viet Nam Fatherland Front serves
as a very good basis for the holding of talks exchanges of views
and discussions among Vietnamese so as to reach unity of will
and unity of action and subsequently unity i struggle for the
achievement of national reunification.
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It 1s firmly believed that the Vietnamese people, all social
strata in Viet Nam, will warmly welcome the platform of the
Viet Nam Fatherland Front, welcome its content and its
spirit. The reunification of the Fatherland is an internal affair
of the Vietnamese nation and no foreign countries should
interfere in it The platform provides both a basis and a
nmethod for the Vietnamese people to grasp this sacred right
of theirs, unite and struggle against any foreign intervention
and encroachment and build 2 peaceful, reunified,
independent, democratic, prosperous and strong Viet Nam.

In order to realize the peaceful reunification of the
Fatherland on the basis of independence and democracy, free
nationwide general elections should be held as provided for
by the Geneva Agreements. '

These general elections will be held jointly and
simultaneously in all the country for the purpose of
reunifying Viet Nam through the election of a unified
National Assembly which would appoint a single coalition
government for all of Viet Nam.

‘The basic principles of these general elections are: free
nationwide general elections through universal, equal, direct
and secret suffrage. Universal suffrage means that all
Vietnamese citizens, including militarymen, regardless of sex.
nationality, social standing, occupation, financial situation,
cultural standard, creed. political leaning, length of residence,
etc. are eligible to vote and to stand for election. Equal
election means that each elector shall cast one vote and all the
votes shall have equal value. Direct election means that the
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people shall directly elect their representatives to the National
Assembly through no intermediary whatsoever. Secret
election means secret balloting. All the above-mentioned
things ensure that the general elections are totally free,
without any intervention and pressure liable to influence the
free choice of the voters.

As stipulated in Article 7 of the Final Declaration of the
Geneva Conference, the general elections will be held under
the control of an international commission for supervision
and control comprising the delegates of #ndia, Poland and
Canada.

To reunify Viet Nam peacefully on the basis of
independence and democracy, the governments in both zones
must hold consultations to discuss and reach agreement on
the very important problems outlined above : the basis of
independence and democracy of a reunified Viet Nam and the
organization of free general elections to realize reunification.
Besides, discussions must also be held and agreement be
reached on all other problems relating to national
reunification, such as North-South relations, creation of a
favourable climate for the two zones to reach mutual
understanding to meet and to consult each other in a
constructive spirit and with the desire to obtain good results.

The Natiohal Congress to found the Viet Nam Fatherland
Front and the common platform of the Front have clearly
expressed the aspirations of the Vietnamese people. The
Government of the DRVN has clearly expounded its
readiness to hold a consultative conference and its position on
the main questions to be discussed at this conference.
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At present, two roads lie open before the authorities in
South Viet Nam.

Either they will act in accordance with the aspirations of
the people, respond to the proposal. of the Government of the
DRVN and agree to open a consultative conference. Then the
Government of the DRVN will readily examine and discuss
with them all the issues raised by them, in a spirit of
comprehension and conciliation so as to come to agreement
for the sake of the supreme interests of the Fatherland and the
people.

Or they will obdurately follow the US imperialists,
continue to wreck the Geneva Agreements, reject the holding
of consultations and general elections, unscrupulously sell
out the country and serve as henchmen to the imperialists in
an attempt to partition the country and prepare for the
resumption of war.

The first road is a glorious one. The second is a criminal
path which will surely lead them to bitter failure.

The US imperialists and the intemational reactionaries
often argue that if a consultative conference is convened and
free general elections held, North Viet Nam will defeat South
Viet Nam. This is a provocative and divisive argument aimed
at sabotaging the movement for national reunification of our
people. The fundamental question here does not lie in whether
the North or the South will win. The fundamental question is
that North and South should come to agreement on the
questions relating to the reunification of the country Who

33
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will win ? Neither will the North defeat the South nor will the
South defeat the North. Who will win then 7 The Vietnamese
people will win | The US impenalist warmongers and their
lackeys will be defeated.

As outlined earlier, the platform of the Viet Nam Fatherland
Front charts the path for our nation to unute and struggle for the
realization of national reunification on the basis of independence

and democracy.

It ushers in a period of political struggle, a very difficult,
arduous and complex struggle, but one bound to be victorious
and make our country a peaceful, reunified, independent,

democratic, prosperous and strong one.

Formerly the Viet Minh front and its program led the
Vietnamese nation to the triumph of the August Revolution and
the founding of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam ; the Lien
Viet Front and its program took the War of Resistance to victory
at Dien Bien Phu and at the Geneva Conference . we are firmly
convinced that the Viet Nam Fatherland Front and its platform
will lead the cause of national liberation to total victory. In the
sprit of unity, we will rally the absolute majority of the
Vietnamese people into an invincible force to reunify our
Fatherland. In his appeal on the occasion of National Day,
September 2, 1955, President Ho Chi Minh said, "Unity creates
invincible strength. The strength of unity has helped the August
Revolution to triumph. The strength of unity has helped the War
of Resistance to win victory. The strength of unity will mobilize
the people from North to South in the struggle for the
achievement of peace, reunification, independence, and

democracy throughout the country "



Excerpts from the Report to the 11th Session

of the First National Assembly, Dec. 23, 1959

Despite the cunning sophistries of the present rulers of
South Viet Nam, the South is a new-type colony and a
military base of the US imperialists. In view of the conditions
prevailing in our country and in the world, the US
imperialists find it impossible to impose their direct rule over
South Viet Nam as the French colonialists had done formerly
with their colonial administration and army. Their domination
of South Viet Nam has been achieved through the network of
US advisers and through their lackeys, who have sold their

bodies and souls to imperialism and betrayed the Fatherland -

and the nation. The Vietnamese people still remember Ngo
Dinh- Diem's statement that "the frontier of the USA extends
to the 17th parallel "

Men of the South Viet Nam administration involved in
terror operations against the population. when facing the
angry curses of the people, shamelessly retort, "Yes. we are
traitors. Whoever resists us will be beheaded."

These words give a clear and complete picture of the true
colours of the present dictatorial ruling clique in South Viet
Nam. lackeys to the US imperiahists and representatives of
the most reactionary pro-US forces of the feudalists and
comprador bourgeoisie in South Viet Nam.

vl
h

THE BEGINNING OF THE STRUGGLE. ..

Despite their demagogic and cunning sophistrics. the present
ruling cliquc in South Vict Nam are tools used by the US
imperialists to partition our country and turn South Vict Nam into
a new-type US colony and military basc in preparation for war.
Their overall policy runs counter to the most fundamental and
most cherished interests and aspirations of the Victnamesc nation.

Whercas our people desire peaceful reunification of  the
Fatherland. the present rulers of South Viet Nam scek to partition

the country. cnslave the people and foment war.

Whercas our people desire freedom and  democracy,  the
present rulers of South Viet Nam carry out an extremcely brutal
fascist dictatorial policy.

Whercas our people desire a better life, the present rulers
of South Viet Nam ruthlessly oppress, cxploit and pauperize
the people. That is why they meet with the protests of the
Victnamese nation and arc opposed by the Southern people.
Today they clearly realize that sophistry can in no way
camouflage their truce face and that demagogy can in no way
hoodwink pcople but instcad throw a stronger light on their
truc colours. They have no alternative but to increase terror.
mad terror. against all patriots who desire peace. national
reunification. national independence. freedom and democracy.
against the masses of people who demand cconomic interests
and the right to live. Law 10/39. roving guillotines and non-
stop sweeps arc the salient features of life in South Viet Nam.
the symbols of the South Viet Nam regime which has been

correctly termed a US-Diem regime by our people.
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One of the most machiavellian terror measures being
carried -out by the South Viet Nam administration is
concentration of people, resettlement of villagers, in both the
delta and the mountain regions, in so-called "prosperity
zones," a type of concentration camp devised by the South
Viet Nam regime.

The regime in South Viet Nam is a police regime without
precedent in history, a regime that can match the former
fascist regime in Germany in barbarity and cruelty.

The recourse to terror and pauperization to subdue and
enslave our compatriots in the South in an effort to turn the
southern half of our country into a military base of the US
imperialists and our people there into their mercenaries is at
the root of the scheme of the US imperialist aggressors and the
ruling clique in South Viet Nam. We still remember that some
time ago. the South Viet Nam administration clamoured for a
"march on the North." Today it still talks about a march on
the North. If today it dares not do so as loudly, openly and
frequently as before, it is not because it has renounced its war
plots, but because it has met with opposition from our people
in both the North and the South and from the world's people.
The South Viet Nam administration's direct and indirect
spending on military build-up and war preparations accounts
for more than half of its revenues. US aid, chiefly military aid,
is designed to build up and strengthen the armed forces of
South Viet Nam. Construction projects in South Viet Nam are
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also for military purpose. In fact,South Viet Nam has fallen into
the grip of the aggressive SEATO bloc. Of late, the South Viet
Nam admumstration has strengthened its ties with pro-American
elements in Laos in an attempt to conduct activities against the
DRVN.

On March 24, 1959, interviewed by the French paper Le
Figaro, Ngo Dinh Diem brazenly stated that "Viet Nam now 1s
truly in a state of war."

What war ? War with whom?

Over the last five years, although peace has been re-
established, not a single day has passed without gunfire being
heard m South Viet Nam and without bloodshed. These are the
gunshots of the army of the South Viet Nam admunistration
engaged n killing people Especially since the Phu Loi massacre,
the South Viet Nam administration has not ceased mobilizing
whole divisions of its regular army with the support of air,
artillerv. navy and marine forces into sustained and large-scale
military operations to terrorize and suppress our compatriots in
the rural areas, first of all, the former resistance bases
Resistance Zone D, eastern Nam Bo, eastemn Quang Ngai, etc.

These military actions have caused tremendous losses to our
people in the South. In the past 5 years, in South Viet Nam ,
hundreds of thousands of our compatriots have been arrested,
‘tens of thousands of others wounded and thousands more slan or
nussing These losses have been presented by the official
propaganda organs of the US impenalists and the South Viet
Nam adnunistration as the result of "brilliant mulitary exploit”" of
theirs. In the mopping-up operation still underwav in western
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Nam Bo. according to a newscast over the American radio
station FEBC on November 30. 1959. troops of the South
Viet Nam Administration killed 300 persons and arrested
1.300 others. The event was lauded by FEBC as “an
tmportant military victory for the South Viet Nam army” and

“an exploit of the marines tramed by American officers "

It 1s necessary to bring to everybody.s knowledge that all
these mopping-up operations have been conducted under the
command of US adwisers or even under the personal
command of General William. head of the US military
advisory team. as in the operation in the province of Thu Dau

Mot in December 1958, immediately after Phu Loi massacre.

What war then was in Ngo Dinh Diem's mind when he told
l.e Figaro about a state of war in South Viet Nam "

It is a type of war of aggression conducted bv the US
nperialists and fought by proxy by the South Viet Nam
army under the direct command of US officers to suppress

the patriotic movement of our people in the South.

Partitioning  Viet Nam. menacing peace, preparing for
war. repressing and terrorizing patriots in the South. rejecting
consultattons  with the DRVN  Government constitute
svstematic and flagrant violations of the 1951 Geneva

Agreements on Viet Nam

In a nutshell. the South Viet Nam regime is an utterly
reactionary  brutal and dark regime It 15 the product of the

LS impenalists’ policy of aggression and wat preparation in
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reactionary South Viet Nam. Nowadavs the US impenalists
are the most reactionary and warlike of the rmperialist forces
in the world. They relv on the most reactionary and truculent
political and social forces in many parts of the world. It is
clear that the US impenalists and their lackevs are attempting
to oppose the national hiberation movement which has grown
in scope and i depth to a degree never seen before in history.
has drawn in hundreds of millions of people of oppressed
countries. and s surging ahead with irresistible might. This
movement has defeated the US impenalists and their lackeys
i many places and will certainly defeat them anywhere in the
world. As the struggle movement of the people grows. the
mmpenalists become ever more reactionary and more brutal.
However. thev cau only deepen the hatred and harden the will
of stiuggle of the popular masses and thus augment the

strength of those who will surely destroy them.

The US impenalist aggressors and the South Viet Nam

ruling chique will not escape such a fate.

The struggle of the Vietnamese nation 1s a just one . The
US imperiahists commit open aggression on the southern part
of our country, brazenly violate the Geneva Agreements
which their representative at the 1954 Geneva Conference on
fndochina undertook to honour, seek to partition our country
permanenthy. turn its Southern part into a military base and

prepare for war against the DRVN.
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So long as they persist in their aggression against the
southem half of our country, the entire Vietnamese nation is
determuined to strengthen unity and step up their struggle against
them.

In this struggle, our nation upholds the banner of peace,
reunification, independence and democracy which represents the
most profound national aspirations and which is capable of
mobilizing the vast strength of the nation, of all strata of the

people of our country in order to win final victory.

Our country is one, our nation is one. To achieve the peaceful
reunification of the Fatherland on the basis of independence and
democracy, in accordance with the prowvisions of the Geneva
Agreements and with the cooperation of the International
Commission for Supervision and Control in Viet Nam, is the
revolutionary task of the entire Vietnamese nation.

Standing shoulder to shoulder with their Southem
compatriots, the people in the North are translating their hatred
into the will to fight for reunification, and turning their deep
feeling towards the South into creative labour, working with

might and main for the building of the North and continually

increasing the strength of the North and the entire nation in order

to reunify the Fatherland peacefully and bring the national
people's democratic revolution to completion in the whole

country.

Living a hard and gloomy life under the South Viet Nam

regime, our Southern compatriots all the more think of their
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beloved, beautiful and glorious fetherland. and look to the North,
to the DRVN, to our venerated President Ho Chi Minh, while
constantly setting an example of unity and heroic struggle and
opposing the US imperialists’ policy of aggression and war
preparations in South Viet Nam, the partition of the country,
terror and repression, and demanding the implementation of the
Geneva Agreements and the peaceful reunification of the
Fatherland. '

We wish toconvey to our compatriots in the South our
heartfelt feelings and our deep admiration for their spint of
undaunted struggle. We would like to tell our compatriots there
of the firm confidence of everyone of us in the victory of the
patriotic struggle and the cause of the national reunification of

our nation.

Justice is on our side. We possess the strength of a whole
nation which has already defeated the imperialist aggressors and
led the August Revolution to triumph and the War of Resistance
to victory. We enjoy the powerful support of the socialist camp
and the entire justice- and peace-loving world. Filled with
enthusiasm and confidence, our compatriots in the North and in
the South are determined to strengthen unity and struggle hard
and persistently in order to reunify the Fatherland and build a
peaceful, reunified, independent, democratic, prosperous and

strong Viet Nam.

Final victory will certainly belong, to the Vietnamese nation !
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Excerpts from the Report to the 2nd Session
of the 2nd National Assembly, April 12, 1961

PATRIOTIC MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH

In the recent past, while in the North of our country, major
revolutionary developments have taken place, in the South
momentous revolutionary events have also been reportedl, The
patriotic movement of our compatriots in the South is growing
in force : it is the patriotic movement of various sections of the
people-workers, peasants,  petty bourgeoisie, national
bourgeoisie, the intelligentsia, the gentry, the religious sects; it
is gaining in scope everywhere—in the delta plains, in the
uplands, in the urban areas; it is making inroads into the ranks
of the army and administrative apparatus in South Viet Nam, it
develops into many forms of struggle and testifies to the
strength of the popular masses. It has grown in scope and in
depth so rapidly because its slogans manifestly represent the
most fundamental and most urgent rights and interests of all
sections of the population, of the entire Vietnamese nation, in
the South : the right to work and eam one's living, the right to
democratic liberties, national independence and peaceful
reunification of the Fatherland.

The struggle of millions and millions of people , of the bloc
of national union, has led to a highly significant success,

namelv. the verv courageous confrontation with the major
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sweeps conducted by the South Viet Nam army and the
extremely brutal terror measures taken by the South Viet
Nam administration. Sweeps and terror, the last weapons of
the US-Diem clique, have proved ineffective as clearly
shown by the fact that they have not only failed to stem the
movement but instead have further stimulated its
development.

In such circumstances, when the ruling clique falls into
utter decay and shows more and more impotence, when the
revolutionary movement surges ahead like tidal waves, the
state of the South then will not remain as it 1s; it will be a
state of crisis and prolonged crisis. The coup d’etat of
November 1960 in Saigon should be viewed in the context of
such a state if its meaning is to be correctly understood: it
was a rather hard blow to Ngo Dinh Diem and contributed to
a certain extend to aggravating and prolonging the crisis of
the US-Diem system, and strengthening the patriotic
movement in the South.

The major revolutionary events.that have taken place in
the South are having wide repercussions in world public
opinion. Over the past year, the press everywhere has taken
an interest in the situation in South Viet Nam and, for the
most part, has arrived at similar conclusions in the
assessment of the situation : the Ngo Dinh Diem regime is
rotten and impotent, the people's struggle movement is on
the rise, therefore the situation cannot remain as it is.
Noteworthy is the fact that not only the left-wing press, but
also the right-wing press, the Western press has written in
the same vein.
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Let us quote some of the most typical passages :

The American paper New Republic on January 30, 1961
wrote: "South Viet Nam is threatened by a collapse from the
inside rather than an attack from the outside, This is a typical
castle built in the air."

The correspondent of the National Guardian published ?n
the US said on November 28. 1960 that although his stay in
Saigon was very brief yet he firmly believed that the discontent
of the masses was already like a volcano about to erupt.

The London Observer on November 13, 1960, noted that
never before has the Ngo Dinh Diem regime been as near the
point of collapse as it is today.

The Bntish paper Guardian on November 12, 1960 wrote:
"Happenings in South Viet Nam prove that the Diem regime is
not such a solid bastion as it was believed to be. The more the
pro-US admirustration shows its loyalty to the US the morel it
alienates itself from the masses and has to resort to dictatorial
measures to maintain its rule."

The French paper La Tribune des Nations on November 25,
1960 wrote: "South Viet nam is a volcano ready to go into
eruption, Diem had admitted. One could not better depict the
situation of a country where all social classes entertain an
implacable hatred of the government.”

The Indian paper National Forum on November 14, 1960
wrote that discontent has grown to a breaking point in the Diem
army and among the South Vietnamese people, and that it is
clear that the regime of Ngo Dinh Diem is tottening and about to

collapse
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The Indonesian paper Torch wrote, "The more the Ngo Dinh
Diem admunustration increases in ruthless oppression of the
people. the more 1t accelerates the awakening of the South
Vietnamese people. The day has come when the people in the
South will gain victory,"

Similar quotations can be made from many other
publications.

The world's people, peace-loving governments and
democratic organizations in the world are following the patriotic
movement 1n the South and the struggle of our people for the
peaceful reunification of the Fatherland with deep sympathy and
are giving positive support to our just struggle. The decision of
the World Peace Council to award a gold medal to the peace
movement in South Viet Nam and the decision of the Afro-
Asian People's Solidanty Organization to observe July 20 as
Viet Nam Day are most eloquent proof of that noble feeling and
support. Recently, the Secretariat of the Intemnational
Democratic Junsts’ Association met in Berlin. After studying
the situation in South Viet Nam, it stemly condemned the policy
of terror and repression against former resistance members and
patriots in the South, and the policy of the US-Diem clique to
wage war against the South Vietnamese people. A resolution
adopted at the meeting recognizes that our people in the South
have the right to fight in self-defence to protect their right to live
and other human rights in accordance with the preamble of the
UN Declaration of Human Rights. The resolution also

_recognizes that the patriotic struggle in the South fully
conforms to the Geneva Agreements and the resolution of the
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15th S%%&QD of the UN General Assembly concerning the
abolmon ofcolomahsm in all 1ts forms. The voice of justice
in the world has shattered the slanderous fabrications of the
US-Diem clique about "subversion” in South Viet Nam. This
is a powerful source of encouragement to the Viethamese
people.

It is clear that the Ngo Dinh Diem regime is a traitorous
and unpopular regime, condemned by our compatriots in the
South and the world's people, in spite of fraudulent elections
on the Syngman Rhee pattern But why then can such a
regime still remain in existence? It is because the US
imperialists are trying their best to keep their lackeys in
power to enslave the southern part of our country and tum it
into a military base in preparation for war. It is said that the
US is fed up with Ngo Dinh Diem because the Ngo family
has grown too unpopular and is already in jeopardy. It is
looking for a replacement capable of both serving as an
effective running-dog and winning the people's hearts or, to
put it more correctly, of deceiving the people through
demagogy. What an irony! To satisfy the US imperialists
and-to win the people's hearts are two opposites that cannot
co-exist. The Ngo Dinh Diem regime is a creature of the US
imperialists, the crimes committed by the Ngo family are
those of the US imperialists. While opposing Ngo Dinh
Diem. our people in the South are in fact opposing the US
imperialists and so long as the US imperialists maintain their
rule over the southern part of our country, they will continue
to give birth to such offspring as Ngo Dinh Diem. and our

people i the South will continue their struggle against the
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domination of the US impenalists and their lackeys to win their
right to democratic liberties. national independence and

national reunification

While the US-Diem clique is thrown into panic and
confusion and the patriotic movement is surging up everywhere,
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation comes into
being’. The founding of the Front with a correct political
program which meets the aspirations of all sections of our
people in the South, marks a new development in the struggle
for the liberation of South Viet Nam. This is a success of great
political significance won by our compatriots in the South
thanks to the strength of their unity in struggle.

Confronted with the might and elan of the patriotic
movement in the South, the US imperialists and their lackeys
have raised a ballyhoo about "subversion”. They falsely charge
our Government with conducting "subversive" activities in the
South and ¢all on the Intemational Commission for hefp. How
ridiculous and contemptiblel True, subversive activities are
being conducted in the world today; they come from the outside
and they aim to overthrow the legal national governments
disliked by the US imperialists and to replace them with
governments in the pay of the latter. To attain their dark goal.
the US impenialists stop at nothing, using all kinds of wicked
and cruel tricks, military, political and economic. including
deception and assassination. Such is the national policy of the
US. In the long run, US-style subversive activities are doomed
to humiliating failure. Meanwhile. the just struggle of the
people. the sacred struggle for the lofty rights and interests

of the people and the nation. the struggle for the overthrow of
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the aggressors and the traitors, the patriotic struggle of our
people in the South, is bound to win glorious victory!

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS

Following the historic Dien Bien Phu wictory, the Geneva
Agreements restoring peace in Indochina. on the basis of
recognition of the sovereignty, independence, unity and
territorial integnty of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia were a
victory of great intemational significance for the national
liberation movement. The provisions of the said agreements
record the achievements of the hard and courageous patriotic
struggle of the peoples of the Indochinese countries.

For that reason the Vietnamese people are resolved to
preserve the Geneva Agreements and carry on the struggle for
their implementation. And for that reason too, the US
imperialists and the Ngo Dinh Diem administration have
persisted in refusing to implement them.

Nearly 7 years have elapsed since July 20, 1954.

In this long period, our country has remained divided, the
Southem part of our country has become a new-type colony and
a military base of the US impenalists, in contravention of the
letter and spint of the Geneva Agreements, although the
Government of the DRVN has many times approached the
South Viet Nam administration, the Cochairmen of and the
countries participating in the 1954 Geneva Conference on
Indochina concemning necessity of and the measures for
achieving the peaceful reunification of Viet Nam Worse still,

all relations between the two zones have been cut off, and the
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temporary demarcation line along the Ben Hai nver has
virtually become a frontier between two states.

This is the most fundamental violation of the Geneva
Agreements and the culprits are the US impenalists and the Ngo
Dinh Diem administration, their stooge.

They have violated all the military provisions. The Southem
part of our country is now a military base of the US
impenalists. In fact it is becoming a member of the aggressive
SEATO bloc. American weapons and mulitary personnel are
being openly introduced into South Viet Nam. From Malaya,
weapons are being illegally brought in. There, the US
imperialists are plotting a new war against the DRVN.

All provisions conceming democratic liberties have been
violated. Former Resistance members, patriots, and those who
struggle for the most fundamental human nghts and national
nghts are subjected to cruel and savage terror. The US-Diem
clique employ their army, all their armed forces and police
forces to suppress the patriotic movement. They have admitted
that in the South, the war has never ended.It is a war waged
against the people by the Ngo Dinh Diem administration in
accordance with US policy, following a US plan and with US
weaponry.

Such is the state of South Viet Nam seven years after the
signing of the Geneva Agreements.

;The reason is that the Ngo Dinh Diem Admunistration and the
US Government have persistently refused to implement the
Geneva Agreements and moreover have vied with each other in
violating all the provisions of these agreements in a systematic
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and brazen manner. The Ngo Dinh Diem administration even
cynically declares its non-recognition of these agreements.

Once again the Vietnamese people and the Government of
the DRVN energetically condemn the repeated and increasingly
serious violations of the Geneva Agreements by the South Viet
Nam administration and the US Government, tending to prolong
the partition of Viet Nam and tuming South Viet Nam into a
military base of the US impernialists. We energetically condemn
the violations of the provisions of the Geneva Agreements
concemning the holding of a consultative conference between the
two zones to realize the reunification of Viet Nam; we
energetically condemn the violations of the military provisions
such as the ban on the introduction of foreign weapons and
military personnel into South Viet Nam, and of the provisions
concemning democratic liberties, which prohibit reprisals against
former Resistance members. We energetically condemn the US
impenalists' policy of naked intervention and aggression in the
Southem part of our country, a policy that has brought
countless disasters to our people. We energetically condemn the
policy of savage and cruel terror of the Ngo Dinh Diem
administration vis-a-vis our compatriots in the South, and the
large-scale mopping-up operations carried out by the Ngo Dinh
Diem army with tank and air support to devastate villages and
hamlets and massacre the people. We strongly denounce to our
people and to world public opinion the towering crimes of the
US-Diem clique. Our angry voice will echo far and wide among
the broad masses of people in our country and will be translated
Into a strong, united struggle against the US interventionists and
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their lackeys. This angry voice will echo far and wide among
world public opinion and will draw ever more powerful support

for the just struggle of our people.

When speaking of the need for a serious implementation of
the Geneva Agreements, we must mention the schemes and
activities of the aggressive SEATO military bloc aimed at
meddling in the affairs of our country. Everybody still
remmembers that this military alliance was set up under a policy
worked out by the US imperialists right after the signing of the
Geneva Agreements with a view to undermining the
implementation of the said agreements. The Government of the
DRVN strongly protests against the discussion by the Council
of the aggressive SEATO military bloc of the so-called "South
Viet Nam proi)lem," with the participation of a representative of
the Ngo Dinh Diem administration, and strongly protests
against the statements revealing the SEATO’s schemes and acts
of interference in the affairs of our country in violation of the
Geneva Agreements. The Vietnamese people and the peoples of
South East Asian countries and the rest of the world have
clearly realized that the SEATO military bloc like other military
alliances is an instrument of intervention and aggression, an
instrument of war of the impenalists, especially the US. They
are determined to continue their struggle until these mulitary
alliances are abolished, in the interest of peace and of the

inalienable rights of all nations in the world.

What are the consequences arising from the non-
implementation of the Geneva Agreements? It is common

knowledge that south Viet Nam is in total anarchy; peace and
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security do not exist. the danger of war is looming large, posing
a threat not onlv to the DRVN but also to Southeast Asia as a

whole.

Let us draw an even more illuminating experience from the
implementation and non-impleméntation of the Geneva
Agreements i Laos When these agreements went into effect
there, the Kingdom of Laos embarked on the road of peace.
neutrality and national concord: but when the implementation of
these agreements was torpedoed there was a shift to war with
the danger of the war expanding

The US impenalists are playing with fire, such is their
nature. As thev play with fire they will be killed by fire. They
deserve this fate They never want Laos to enjoy independence,
neutrality and national concord They have frantically
sabotaged the Geneva Agreements on lLaos, and once even
sought to evict the Intemational Commission from Laos. By so
doing, they thought. they could have a free hand to swallov;/ up
Laos. The situation, however, has changed not in the direction
expected by the US impenialists but in conformity with the will
and the strong unity and struggle of the Lao é)eople Today
everybody deems it necessary to retum to the Genev.a
Agreements on Laos and restore the activity of the I.C. Very
good! Nevertheless the situation is now different; history doe-s
not repeat itselt and today, even if it does, new conditions have
prevailed with the balance of forces between the impenalists
and the people. either on a world or on a national scale. having
changed visibly in favour of the people.
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The Vietnamese people and the Government of the DRVN
have worked persistently and resolutely for the full and strict
implementation of the Geneva Agreements, in the interest of
peace, unity, independence and democracy in Viet Nam and for
the sake of peace in Indochina and- Southeast Asia. We are
determined to struggle against all violations and distortions of
the Geneva Agreements. The greater our people's strength, the
more support our just struggle will receive from the world's
people and the greater our ability to demand the implementation
of the Geneva Agreements, of all the provisions of these
agreements, the most important of which being the realization of

the reunification of our country.

Excerpts from the Report to the 6th Session
of the National Assembly, 29 April 1963

THE GLORIOUS SUCCESSES OF THE PATRIOTIC
MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH

To bring out the development of the situation in South
Viet Nam since the United States imperialists started their
military intervention there, let us recall the following
important events :

— The Johnson-Ngo Dinh Diem joint communique of
May, 13, 1961°.

— The Staley-Taylor Plan' to "pacify South Viet Nam
within 18 months" beginning mid-1961;

— The establishment of the US military Command in
Saigon headed by General Paul D. Harkins on February 8,
1962:

The rapid growth of the patriotic movement in South Viet
Nam under the leadership of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation since 1961 and especially in 1962; the
successive victories in foiling the Staley-Taylor Plan; the
resounding influence of the South Viet Nam National Front
for Liberation in the international areas, especially on the
occasion of visits by the Front’s delegates to many countries;

— The battle of the Ap Bac' (My Tho province) on
January 2, 1963,
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The open letter sent by 62 American intellectuals and other
personalities to US President Kennedy on March 1, 1963.

Those events shed light on the development of the situation.
and help people draw appropriate conclusions. President
Kennedy had admitted that he is in a tunnel with no end in sight!
How indeed can the aggressive US imperialists see the end of
the tunnel while they want to go still deeper into it? On the
contrary, for the Vietnamese people, the situation is brightening;
the US aggressors have suffered initial setbacks, the patriotic
movement in South Viet Nam has recorded initial successes,
and, certainly, will finally win complete success. If for the US
impenalists, the situation is becoming more and more difficult
and gloomy, for our Southem compatriots, for us, it is
becoming ever brighter and better! This is the law governing the
dialectic development of the war in South Viet Nam, and also
the law goveming the dialectic development of the world
situation in our time, the time of transition from capitalism to
socialism, the time of distintegration of imperialism.

Following US Vice-President Johnson's visit to Saigon. in
mid-1961, the US aggressors made public the Staley-Taylor
Plan to "pacify South Viet Nam within 18 months." General
Taylor 1s a militaryman, and is now Chairman of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff. Staley is an economist. both are trusted
collaborators of Kennedy The Staley-Tavlor Plan is a
summing-up. from the imperialist view-point. of experiences
drawn from wars of repression against the national liberation
movements in certain parts of the world The US aggressors had
much  confidence in this plan. and believed that l')y the end of

AGAINST "SPECIAL WAR" 59

1962, South Viet Nam would have been "pacified", and the
patriotic forces there, annihilated.

But the situation has developed quite contrary to the US
imperialists’ will, and in accordance with the predictions of the
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation. Right after the
Johnson-Ngo Dinh Diem joint communiqué was signed, and
especially since the Staley-Taylor Plan was worked out, the
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation called on all our
compatriots in the South, without distinction as to class,
political affiliation, religious belief and nationality, to stand up
as one man, unite closely and fight valiantly, with the
determination to foil the Staley-Taylor Plan, defeat the
aggressive war waged by the US impenalists, defend the
Fatherland and national independence, win back the right to life
and to freedom, and achieve peaceful reunification of the
country. Spearheaded at the US aggressors, the patriotic
struggle in South Viet Nam inspires the people as a whole to
stand up and be ready to sacnfice everything, resolved to win
final victory. |

We still remember the intense activities of US ruling
circles, especially of top-ranking officers of the US Navy,
Army and Air Force in Washington, Saigon and Honolulu,
aimed at rapidly strengthening the military forces of the Ngo
Dinh Diem authorities in South Viet Nam. We still
remember their boastful statements in early 1962, to the
effect that within only one year, the war would end
successfully for them.

The 18-month period had expired, yet at the beginning of
this year the US imperialists could not sing the triumphal
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hymn. On the contrary, a broad and powerful movement was
surging throughout South Viet Nam, from rural and mountain
areas to cities; and since then, the news of the glonous victory
at Ap Bac, and news of other victories: at Mrong (Dalat), Plei
Mrong (Pleiku) etc. and many other parts of heroic South Viet
Nam, have echoed throughout the world. Recently our
compatriots won many battles, especially in Phan Thiet, Quang
Ngai, and Ca Mau. We warmly hail the successes of the
patriotic movement in the South!

Why has the Staley-Taylor Plan failed to bring the US
aggressors the expected results?

As everybody knows, the Staley-Taylor Plan consists of two
main points:

1. Setting up of "strategic hamlets" to concentrate the
population;

2. Intensification of military activities to annihilate the
patriotic forces.

There lies the vicious design of the US imperialists: to stamp
out the revolutionary movement in South Viet Nam, and at the
same time to prepare for attacking the North and sabotaging
peace in Indochina, Southeast-Asia and the world.

The US Diem put high hopes in the plan for setting up
“strategic hamlets”. They foolishly reckoned that if they
succeeded in concentrating the South Vietnamese people into
"strategic hamlets” they would be able not only to easily
persecute and dominate the people, but also to easily wipe out
the patriotic forces that were left outside. That is why they have
used all forces and all manoeuvres, from flagrant, downright

repression to enticement and cajolery, in the hope of realizing
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the “strategic hamlets" plan, first in important areas, then
everywhere. This plan which envisages the herding of
14,000,000 rural, urban and mountain people into concentration
camps, tramples upon the life, customs, habits, democratic
freedoms and most common sentiments and interests of human
beings. That 1s why the South Vietnamese people have risen up,
mobilized all forces, applied all forms of struggle, struggled day
and night, month after month, determined to destroy the
"strategic hamlets."

So far, a large part of such concentration camps have been
destroyed, many for dozens of times. In some places, "strategic
hamlets" have been transformed into fighting villages of the
patriotic people. The overall plan to set up "strategic hamlets",
due to powerful opposition from our Southern compatriots, has
not been realized as desired by the US-Diem. The struggle
between the building of "strategic hamlets" by the US-Diem on
the one hand, and the destruction of "strategic hamlets" by the
South Vietnamese patriotic people on the other, is an extremely
fierce see-saw struggle, a tremendous struggle of paramount
and many-sided significance for the patriotic movement in
South Viet Nam. Final victory will belong to our South
Vietnamese compatriots!

Along with the "strategic hamlets" plan, the US-Diem have
intensified military activities in an attempt to annihilate the
patriotic forces in South Viet Nam. Here, too, they had wrongly
calculated that if they intensified their military strength to a
certan  degree, they would win. Therefore, they have
endeavoured to rapidly increase their military forces and to

supply them with modem military equipment, arms, means of
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communications, transport and liaison... To tighten its grip upon
the Ngo Dinh Diem army, General Harkins’ Command has set
up a US military system at all levels, taking direct command of
the Ngo Dinh Diem military organizations and units, even
during raids. Under the direct command of American officers,
the US-Diem armed forces have uninterruptedly opened big
operations, mustering large forces and various branches of the
army to raid almost all parts of South Viet Nam, razing
villages, buming and destroying crops, killing peo;;le, and
forcing them to build "strategic hamlets”". The US impenalist
aggressors have stopped at no savage manoeuvres. They have
of late sprayed toxic chemicals on South Vietnamese villages
and fields, damaging vegetation and crops, killing cattle, and
poisoning our compatriots. This extremely cruel act has aroused

a powerful wave of indignation in our country and in the world.

In over a year, the US imperalists have introduced into
South Viet Nam 15,000 troops, medem weapons of various
kinds, and a huge quantity of war equipment, set up a US
military command in Saigoﬁ, and directly waged a war of
aggression, an undeclared war, in South Viet Nam. This is an
extremely serious event in the present international situation, a
direct threat to the security of the DRVN, to peace in Southeast
Asia and the world, and an excessively flagrant violation of the
1954 Geneva Agreements and the United Nations Charter.

The US aggressors had though that their powerful military
forces and cruel manoeuvres could subdue our compatriots in
the South. They were mistaken They have but fanned up the
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flames of undaunted struggle in the hearts of our Southem
compatriots, of the entire people of South Viet Nam, who
pledge to sacrifice everything to fight the aggressors and save
their country and their homes. South Viet Nam as a whole is
seething with anger, and each South Vietnamese citizen, man
and woman, old and young, in the countryside, the mountain
areas or the towns, is a patriotic fighter ready to defeat the
enemy and save his country. In their hard and heroic fight
against an enemy who is militarily stronger, the South
Vietnamese patriotic forces have grown rapidly in all fields,
morally and materially — thanks to the war equipment captured
in battles or brought by soldiers who left the Ngo Dinh Diem
army. Early last year, General Harkins came to Saigon and set
up the US Military Command. Early this year, the South
Vietnamese people's patriotic struggle won many successes
having strong repercussions in South Viet Nam and among
public opinion in the United States and the world over. This
constitutes a suitable and highly significant reply to the

aggressive ambitions of the US war-maniacs.

The Staley-Taylor plan attaches great importance to winning
over the mountain people in the Central Highlands. The US-
Diem have long been considering the Highlands as an important
strategic area and hoping to control it firmly. To win over our
mountain compatriots, they have resorted to all manoeuvres,
combining repression with enticement and cajolery. The US
aggressors have even availed themselves of the people's hatred
for the Ngo Dinh Diem administration to draw them to their
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side. Throughout 1962, they made tremendous efforts in this
work, and towards the end of the year, on some occasions
they boasted about having severed the mountain people from
the jungle and from the influence of the patriotic movement!
But, what is the truth? On March 18, 1963, Radio FEBC
reported that from the beginning of the year, over 4,000
mountain people of various nationalities had left newly-
established US-Diem concentration camps, taking arms with
them. The American magazine Newsweek on February 12,
1963, wrote that mountain people, supplied with arms by the
United States at training centres, later turned out to be

"communist agents".

The Highland people thus remain masters of their jungle
and mountains, .and have upheld their patriotism and
tradition of indomitable struggle; they have won and are
winning gloriously.

The 18-month period has expired: the Staley-Taylor plan
has visibly gone bankrupt.

Recently. the US aggressors had to speak of a protracted
war. Thus, they begin to admit their setbacks. As for our
people, our South Vietnamese compatriots who have fought
against the imperialist aggressors, they are resolved to carry
on their persistent struggle against US aggression. The more
they fight, the stronger they become, and the interational
situation will evolve in a direction ever more favourable to
the liberation struggle in South Viet Nam and more
unfavourable to the US aggressive and warmongering

imperialists.
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The patriotic movement in South Viet Nam will have to
undergo still greater trials, but we firmly believe that it will
grow ever stronger and will overcome every tegt, and final
victory will belong to our South Viet Nam compatriots.

Let us now review the factors that have led to these
important successes We are convinced that these factors will
lead to still greater successes in the time to come, and finally
bring decisive victory to the South Vietnamese people's struggle
for self-liberation.

These factors are:

1. The South Vietnamese people's patriotic movement has.
grown rapidly, has gradually become an nvincible force, and
will finally defeat the aggressive war waged by the US
imperialists in South Viet Nam.

On the rapid growth of the South Vietnamese people's
patriotic struggle, the recent session of the Standing Bureau of
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation's Central
Committee made the following assessment:

"In 1962 and in the first months of 1963, the South
Vietnamese people underwent big trials. The US impenialists
had launched a war of aggression in South Viet Nam They
threw tremendous forces into their attack against the South .
Vietnamese revolutionary movement, and made all-out efforts to
carry out the "Staley-Taylor Plan" to "pacify South Viet Nam
within 18 months". But, they have got bogged down and
suffered initial setbacks in their 'lightning war' tactics. Now
they have to speak about a protracted war."
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This is a correct appraisal of the successes which our
Southern compatriots have recorded since the US aggressors set
foot on South Viet Nam. This assessment also proves that the
hard and protracted struggle for liberation of the South
Vietnamese people will certainly win.

Let us compare the situation in early 1963 with that in early
1962 At that time, the US impenalists thought they could quell
the patriotic movement in South Viet Nam. Now, the balance of
. forces has visibly changed: the patriotic forces have grown in
all fields, the patriotic movement is 'surging everywhere, and the
South Vietnamese people are firmly confident in their just cause

and in victory.

The US aggressors have attributed their setbacks to the fact that
troops of the South Viet Nam (puppet) administration refused to
fight. That's perfectly truel Since American officers took over
direct command of the army of the South Viet Nam
administration, it has become clearer and clearer that the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique is a tool and lackey of the USA. The fact that
the US imperialists are using Diem troops to massacre our
Southern compatriots has awakened many members of the Ngo
Dinh Diem army and administration. They have joined, and will
join the patriotic movement in greater and greater numbers and
turn their guns against the aggressors and traitors. Of late,
rﬁany of them, including provincial governors, have protested
agaimnst the spraying by Americans of toxic chemicals in Ben
Tre and many other places. Some American soldiers, realizing

the truth on the "dirty war" of which they were victims, became
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so distressed that they committed suicide. All these changes
show how inspiring the just patriotic struggle of the South

Vietnamese people is.

The US aggressors only rely upon weaponry, violence
and cruelty. regarding these as the decisive factor. Reality in
South Viet Nam and other parts of the world i our time,
however shows that the people’s Revolutionary struggle 1s the
decisive factor. The more the imperialists rely on force and
cruelty, the more umted and resolute the people will grow
and will certainly defeat them. The Staley-Taylor Plan is
directed against the people, and aims to quench their
patriotism, then annthilate their patriotic forces altogether—
that is. to isolate the fish from the water, then scoop the
water and catch the fish! But the American aggressive war
has brought fish and water ever closer together. Wherever
there 1s water, there 1s fish, wherever there are people, there
are patriotic forces and the patriotic movement is surging
like the'high tide and will bury the US aggressors and their
flunkeys altogether.

The use of toxic chemicals as a war means in South Viet
Nam does not in any way show that the enemy is strong. On
the contrary this is but the act of a man at bay who stops at
no heinous crime! The entire Vietnamese people
energetically condemn the American's crimes. Public opinion
throughout the world is highly indignant at such acts. Many
well-known political. social and scientific figures in various
countries have denounced them. Most symbolic 1s the letter
from the famous British philosopher Lord Bertrand Russell

He wrote "Chemical warfare 1s emploved for the purpose of
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destroying crops and livestock and to starve the population.
The American Government has suppressed the truth about the
conduct of this war, the fact that it violates the Geneva

Agreements concerning Indochina "

At present, the struggle against the US-Diem use of toxic
chemicals as a war means is going on powerfully in our country

and in the world.

2. With its correct programme, the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation — the organizer of all successes
of the patriotic movement in South Viet Nam — has become the
genuine representative of the Vietnamese people in the South.

Shortly after its founding (December 20, 1960), the
influence and prestige of the Front spread throughout South
Viet Nam and took deep root among the people of all strata,

“from town to country, from the mountain to coastal areas, and,

from South Viet Nam , the Front's fame has echoed all over the
globe.

The South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation is the
leading force of the patriotic movement in South Viet Nam, the
organizer of all successes of the South Vietnamese people in
their sacred struggle against the”US aggressors and the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique to liberate South Viet Nam. The Front
symbolizes the unity and struggle of various strata of the South
Vietnamese people, without distinction as to classes, political
pafties, religious communities and nationalities. The Front's
programme reflects the will of the 14 mllion South Vietnamese
people and is the genuine representative of the South
Vietnamese people.
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Gradually, world public opinion has on the one hand reaiized
the powerlessness, rottenness and unpopularity of the Ngo Dinh
Diem regime, and on the other seen ever more clearly the great
strength and prestige of the Front, and its correct line and
policies. The Front's delegation headea vy rrotessor Ngu, ™
Van Hieu has been warmly welcomed in many countries. At
present, the Front has its official representatives in a number of
countries, and its affiliated organizations, such as the Afro-
Asian People's Solidarity Organization, intemational youth,
students’ and journalists’ organizations, and the Economic
Cooperation Council of Asian countries. Many intemational
organizations have set up committees of solidarity with and
support for the patriotic people of South Viet Nam, many
international organizations and many countries have given the
South Vietnamese people assistance in finances, medicines,

medical equipment. and so on.

3. The sympathy and support of the world's peoples is a
source of strength that gives more enthusiasm and confidence
fo the patriotic movement in South Viet Nam, a firm support
Sor the struggle for South Viet Nant's liberation.

The patriotic struggle of the Vietnamese people in the South
is of important intemational significance. That is why it enjoys
warm sympathy and resolute support from the world's peoples.
At present, aggressive and warlike US imperialism is the most
dangerous enemy of the world's peoples, of peace, national
independence, democracy and socialism. The US imperialists
regard their aggressive war in South Viet Nam as an

"experimental” war, and try to carry out well this "experiment”
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so as to apply it to many other parts of the globe Thus by
resolutely struggling to defeat the US aggressive war. our
compatriots in South Viet Nam will not only liberate
themselves but also prove to the world's peoples that in the
present time, any nation, provided it is united as one man
and self-sacrificingly struggles to the end., will certainly
succed In opposing the aggressive wars of the US
imperialists. It 1s because they have clearly realized the just
cause and mternational significance of the struggle of our
compatriots i South Viet Nam that the world's peoples
whole-heartedly support this struggle. This support reflects
the indignation of the world's peoples at the aggressive and
warlike policy of US imperialism, and also their confidence
in the certain viciory of the South Vietnamese people's
patriotic struggle. It constitutes a strong stimulus and a firm
prop for the South Viet Nam liberation movement.

On this occasion, the Vietnamese peoplc express their
profound gratitude to the peoples of the Soviet Union.
China, Cuba and the other socialist countries, to the peoples
of Indonesia, Algeria and other countries in the world for
their wholehearted support of the South Vietnamese people.s
patriotic struggle.

The just struggle of our compatriots in South Viet Nam,
wich enjoys warm support from world public opinion, has
brought about a notable result: public opinton m the United
States has seen ever more clearly that the aggressive war
waged by the US impenalists i South Viet Nam will

certainly fail. and demands that the Kennedy Govemment put
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an end to this "dirty and cruel war”, an undeclared wat rimning
completely counter to the American people's interests

Svmbolizing this ever broader opinion is the open letter from 62
A.merican personalities. comprising people of various political.
scientific. literary. artistic, economic. religious and military
circles. Reflecting the correct stand of progressive public
opinion in the United States, the letter brings out the truth that
the US Govemnment has deliberately sought to keep Viet Nam
divided and to make South Viet Nam a US military base. It
denounces the US Govemment for sending American soldiers
and weapons to wage an undeclared war some 10.000 nules
from the United States to bolster up Ngo Dinh Dient's brutal
dictatorship. against the South Viet Nam National Front for
Liberation which is a coalition of different political parties,
ethnic groups and religious communities, and represents a
broad. nation-wide movement. The letter holds that the United
States cannot win despite its tremendous nulitary force . and
comes to this conclusion: the US military intervention in South
Viet Nam must be brought to a halt. and the 1954 Geneva

Agreements on Indochina must be restored.

The Vietnamese people warmly hail the brave action of
progressive circles i the United States, the genuine
representatives of the American people who cherish freedom

and justice for themselves and for all other nations in the world.

In the all-out struggle against the US imperialist aggressors.
the Vietnamese people clearly distinguish between the US

imperialists — their enemy - and the American people —their
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friends on the other side of the Pacific - and pledge to struggle
shoulder to shoulder with the American people against the
aggressive war waged by the US impenalists, for friendship
between the two peoples and for world peace.

TOWARD NATIONAL REUNIFIC ATION

We knew long ago that the impenialists, especially the US
imperialist aggressors, would be die-hards. "Though beaten to
death, a villain remains a villain" (a Vietnamese saying —
Editor), such is the nature of imperialism and other reactionary
forces. At present, despite their successive failures in South
Viet Nam, the US imperialists still are increasing their forces,
and seeking by all means to speed up the building of "strategic
hamlets" and to expand raiding operations. Flagrantly violating
the Geneva Agreements and paying no heed to intemational law,
the US imperialists are, on the one hand, intensifying their
aggressive war in South Viet Nam, and , on the other, trying to
send spies and commandos to and multiply sabotaging activities
in North Viet Nam.

The Vietnamese peopie who have fought against imperialist
aggression for self-liberation and have drawn valuable lessons
from their nation-wide, total, protracted and victorious war of
resistance, are now drawing fresh lessons from the struggle
against US aggression. The patriotic struggle of our
compatriots in the South, having gone through tremendous
trials, i1s developing in strength and scope. In spite of the great
trials still ahead the South Vietnamese people will march
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forward steadily. Final victory will certainly belong to our
compatriots in the South, to the Vietnamese people as a

‘whole.

Viet Nam is one, the Vietnamese nation is one. The
people in North Viet Nam always tum their thoughts and
love to the suffering and heroic South. They clearly realize
that the heroic struggle of their Southern compatriots has
helped safeguard peace in North Viet Nam, and checked the
US-Diem scheme to "march to the North". The sons and
daughters of South Viet Nam living in the North as well as

~all North Vietnamese have tumed their love for South Viet

Nam into revolutionary ardour and creative labour in the
construction of North Viet Nam. The visit of the delegation
of the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation to
North Viet Nam late last year war a vivid expression of the
love between North and South, of the entire Vietnamese
people's iron will to reunify the Fatherland. It was a moving
image showing that our heart is one, that our country is one,
without any demarcation line, a moving view of the future
when the country will be reunified, and North and South will
be under the same roof again.

Evéry day, new reports from the heroic South expose the
towering crimes of the enemy and recount the boundless
sacrifices and brilliant exploits of our Southern compatriots.
The pebple in the North will always stand by the side of
their Southern compatriots and wholeheartedly support their
great struggle for the nation's interests. The more they think
of the South, the more they will work devotedly to build
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sociaism and increase the strength of the North, deeply
conscious of the fact that this strength 1s a very important factor
in the liberation of the South and the peaceful reunification of
the fatherland.

At the closing session of the Geneva Conference on July 21,
1954, the delegation of our Government declared.

“The Conference has set the date for the realization of Viet
Nam’s reunification We shall realize and achieve that
reunification, just as we have achieved peace. No force on
earth. inside or outside the country, can divert us from the path
leading to national reunification by peaceful and democratic
means. This will be a step to complete our national

independence.

"People throughout Viet Nam! All compatriots in the South!
Victory will belong to us! It is up to us to achieve the
independence and reunification of our Fatherland. Friends of
peace and justice throughout the world sympathize with us. Let
all our compatriots remember President Ho Chi Minh’s word
that "the struggle is bound to be hard, but in the end. we will

certainly win."

The 1954 Geneva Conference represented a great success of
the Vietnamese people. These accords clearly laid down the
indispensable provisions to end war and restore peace, and the
indispensable provisions to consohdate peace and prevent the
resumption of war. namely, those banning the ntroduction of
weapons and military personnel from outside, the establishment
of foreign military bases on Vietnamese territory, and the

adherence to military alliances.
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The correct implementation of these provisions of the 1954
Geneva Agreements guarantees the maintenance of peace in
Viet Nam, and at the same time, contributes to the maintenance
of peace in Indochina, South-East Asia and the world .

In the future as well as in the past, the Govemnment of the
DRVN will always implement just as it has always
implemented correctly and thoroughly the Geneva Agreements
and resolutely demands that all parties concemed do the same.

But why have the Geneva Agreements not been
implemented?

It is precisely the aggressive and warlike US imperialists
who have blatantly violated these accords, kindled war in South
Viet Nam, and created tension and the war danger in many

parts of the world, such as in Laos at present.

To struggle for the implementation of the Geneva
Agreements in order to restore peace in South Viet Nam and
advance toward peaceful reunification of Viet Nam is precisely
to struggle against the US aggressive war in South Viet Nam.
Only by defeating this aggression and forming a national
democratic coalition govemment in South Viet Nam as
advocated in the programme of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation can there be conditions to achieve peaceful

reunification of the country.

Basing itself on its programme, the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation has proposed these urgent
measures for national salvation: to end the US policy and acts
of aggression; the parties concemned in South Viet Nam must
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cease all military activities, restore peace, and dissolve all
"strategic hamlets"; to form in South Viet Nam a national
democratic coalition government comprising representatives of
various political parties, political tendencies, circles. religious
communities and nationalities in the South; that govemment has
the immediate tasks of holding general elections in South Viet
Nam to elect a national assembly, and of carrying out urgent
policies on democratic freedoms: extemally, that government
will pursue the policy of peace and neutrality, establish friendly
relations with all countries, first of all the neighbouring
countries: it will not adhere to any military bloc, will not allow
any country to establish military bases in South Viet Nam, and
will accept aid without political conditions attached from any

countries.

That 1s, the only correct and reasonable path and the most
realistic measure to end war, restore peace and normalize the
situation in South Viet Nam, in order to advance toward

peaceful reunification of the country.

The Govemment of the DRVN has on many occasions
clearly expounded its views on the peaceful reunification of Viet
Nam. To achieve reunification by peaceful means is to reunify
the country not by means of war, of armed force. but through
negotiations, mutual consent and mutual concessions. without
coercion or annexation of one side by the other. To reunify their
Fatherland is the affair of the Vietnamese people, in which
nobody has the right to interfere. The genuine representatives of
the two zones must meet, discuss and settle together all

problems concerning national reunuficatton.
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Peaceful reunification 1s a revolutionary struggle of the
people throughout our country, of the whole Vietnamese
nation. It 1s the result of the socialist construction in the
North 4nd of the national and democratic revolution 1n the
South. Peaceful reumification 1s the natural victorious
outcome of the umty and struggle of all patnotic
Vietnamese. with the sympathy and support of peace-loving

people throughout the world.

The DRVN has always held high the banner on which are
inscribed the deepest aspirations of the Vietnamese people —
independence and freedom for the whole covéntry, peace and
reunification. Eighteen vyears ago. our peéple brought the
August Revolution to victory, and founded the DRVN. Since
then. our people's revolutionary struggle has recorded many
new, glorious successes. and their forces have become much
stronger Meanwhile, the world situation has developed in a
direction favourable to our people's revolutionary cause Our
people firmly believe in the victory of the cause of Viet
Nam’s reunification which no reactionary force can prevent,
and we will certainly succeed in building a peaceful.
reunified. independence, democratic. prosperous and strong
Viet Nam. thus contributing to the mamtenance of peace in
South-East Asia and the world.




Excerpts from speech delivered at meeting

commemorating the 19th founding anniversary

of the DRVN, September 2, 1964

At a time when the people in North Viet Nam are eagerly
engaged in peaceful construction, the US impenalists have
brazenly taken another extremely serious step in their policy of
aggression and war-provocation in Indochina. Following a
series of violations of our territorial waters and airspace by US
warships and aircraft, the US impenalists groundlessly sent
aircraft of the Seventh Fleet to launch surprise attacks on a
number of places in North Viet Nam on August 5, 1964,

These criminal acts of the US impenalists aimed at carrying
out the first step of the scheme of "carrying the war into the
North" as openly declared many times by the US ruling circles.
But in order to cover up their true colours and deceive public
opinion, the US impenalists fabricated the fiction that their
warships had been "attacked" in intemational waters and that
they only acted in "retaliation". Moreover, they resorted to the
trick of a thief crying stop thief by lodging a "complaint"
against the DRVN with the United Nations Security Council.

The fallacious allegations of the US impenalists are really
ridiculous. But however cunning they may be, the US
imperialists cannot cover up the hard fact that on August 5, US
aicraft, on orders from President Johnson. openly strafed and
bombed many parts of our territory. Public opiion in the world

\
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and even 1n the United States has pointed out that the US

impenialists are the provocateurs and aggressors.

Now, what made the US government commut this war crime
against the DRVN on August 5?

The US impenalists’ policy of intervention and aggression in
South Viet Nam 1s going bankrupt. The US "special war"
against the people of South Viet Nam is sustaining heavy
setbacks; great military losses have been suffered, political
chaos reigns, the puppets are bewildered and frightened, and the
US impenalists have become more and more isolated and
condemned everywhere in the world, even in the United States

of America.

In this predicament, the US impenalists recklessly carried
out acts of provocation and aggression against North Viet Nam
with the following perfidious designs: with regard to the North,
they expected to intimidate our army and people, and threatened
to destroy the fruits of our peaceful labour; with regard to the
South, they wanted to boost up the morale of their agents and
give them new strength to intensify the war of aggression; with
regard to the world, by levelling slanderous charges against the
DRVN, they wanted to escape isolation, to have a pretext to
secure a UN intervention in Indochina, and to involve other
countries in their war of aggression: in connection with the US
internal problems, at a time when the presidential election
campaign is in full swing, President Johnson committed that
c'riminal act against North Viet Nam in an attempt to cope with
his opponents who have been bitterly attacking his failures in
South Viet Nam and Indochina
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Trying to kill several birds with one stone, the US
imperialists timought that the trick was a masterpiece.
Unfortunately, by committing themselves more deeply to an
adventurous policy, they have sustained still greater defeats.
Who sows the wind can only reap the whirlwind. '

The US imperialists have tasted their first defeat in North
Viet Nam. In spite of this massive surprise attack, our armed
forces have heroically and vigorously fought back and have
inflicted serious losses on the enemy: eight planes shot down,
three damaged, and one US pilot taken prisoner.

This first and brilliant victory shows that our people and
armed forces have always been on the alert and ready to
staunchly defend the sovereignty and territory of their
Fatherland, the peaceful labour of the people and the outpost
of the socialist camp in Southeast Asia. It also shows that
our people and armed forces are very courageous, that they
are glonously carrying forward the spirit of the August
Revolution and the Dien Bien Phu tradition of
“determination to fight and to win?, and are fully capable of
dealing telling blows at the us imperialists should they
again dare to violate the airspace, territorial waters and

territory of our country.

On this occasion, we once again warmly congratulate the
anti-aircraft and naval units, the people's armed security,
militia and self-defence units, and the cadres and
compatriots in the areas subjected to enemy attacks. for their
most courageous fight and their determination to wipe out

the enemy. Thev have achieved a brilliant military feat.
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The US imperialists intended to threa\ten and intimidate
the people of North Viet Nam, but they have only aroused a
wave of seething indignation from North to South, and
raised further the patriotism and revolutionary spirit of our
compatriots. After this first test of fire, our people and
armed forces in the North have grown still more confident in
their own courage and strength; they have closed their ranks
around the Party and the Government, and are all the more
eager to surge ahead, determined to fulfil the State Plan
while displaying an iron will to defend our revolutionary
gains and protect the airspace, territorial waters and
territory of the Fatherland. After the US war act of August
5, our people in the North, from the cities to the countryside,
from the coastal areas to the mountain regions, are striving
with increased energy to fulfil all the targets of the State
plan, stepping up the emulation drive for socialist
construction, keeping the utmost calm while heightening
their vigilance. Hammer or sickle in one hand, gun in the
other, they stand shoulder to shoulder with the people's army
and militia, ready to deliver telling blows to the enemy and

to smash all acts of provocation and aggression.

After August 5, 1964, the situation in South Viet Nam
has become still more critical for the US imperialists and

their agents.

In vain the US imperialists have poured into the south of
Viet Nam nearly two million US dollars a day, thrown tens
of thousands of armymen into the aggressive war, worked
Out one plan after another, replaced US ambassadors and
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commanding officers in South Viet Nam. and changed
horses in midstream several times®. They have been unable

to avert increasingly heavy and ignominious defeats.

It is a law of the patriotic struggle in South Viet Nam
that the heavier the defeats suffered by the US impenalists
and their agents, the more truculent and rabid they become,
and the deeper they stray into the blind alley. On the other
hand, the longer the fight, the stronger the people of South
Viet Nam become, the greater their victories in the political

“and military spheres, the higher the prestige and
international position of the South Viet Nam National Front
for Liberation, the warmer the sympathy and support of the
people in the socialist countries and in the world, and the
steadier their progress towards the final goal: the liberation
of South Viet Nam.

It was while they found themselves in this predicament
that the US imperialists resorted to the August 5 act of war
against the DRVN in an attempt to brace up the morale of
their stooges, give them a shot in the arm and try to retrieve
their disastrous defeats in the aggressive war in South Viet
Nam. However, since August 5, 1964, the news has come of
great victories recorded by the South Vietnamese people
from Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces to South Central
Viet Nam and Nam Bo (South Viet Nam proper-Ed). Of
these, the most recent one was won mn Ben Tre, where, on
the Americans’ own admission, the highest casualties in a
single battle so far were inflicted upon them. The political

situation is even more dangerous for the US impenalists and
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their agents. In order to suppress the fierce opposition of the
people, they undertook to strengthen G?neral Nguyen Khanh’s
fascist dictatorship. It was at this very moment that a strong
wave of struggle swept with unprecedented vigour all South
Vietnamese cities, from Saigon to Hue, drawing students,
Buddhist believers and other strata of the population. In
defiance of the curfew, demonstrations were staged by the
people, demanding an end to the dictatorship of Nguyen Khanh,
his resignation, the abrogation of the reactionary "Charter", the
abolition of press censorship, and the promulgation of
democratic freedoms. An ultimatum was handed to Nguyen
Khanh. Furthermore, the people demanded that the United
States put an end to its intervention and withdraw from South
Viet Nam. Inspired by the resounding victories of the South
Viet Nam Liberation forces, and along with the broad struggles
in the countryside which have caused big breaches in the
"strategic hamlets" system, the recent struggles in South
Vietnamese cities further testify to the inevitability of the defeat
of the US impenalists’ policy of aggression, and the serious and
unretrievable weakening of the US invaders and their agents.

The US impenalists’ war act against the DRVN has
strengthened even further the militant unity of our compatriots
all over the country. Congratulating our anti-aircraft and naval
units on their glorious victory, the High Command of the South
Viet Nam Liberation Armed Forces wrote in a message: "These
successes further confirm this truth: all adventurous schemes
of the US imperialists and their agents against the northern
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part of our country will be severely punished and are doomed to
ignominious defeat. The South Viet Nam Liberation Armed
Forces deem it their duty to increase their attacks on the enemy
forces. to wipe them out and purnish them on all battlefields in
order to contribute to the defence of the northem part of our
Fatherland - a most sacred duty of the entire Vietnamese
people.”

In its Statement, the Presidium of the Central Committee of
the South Viet Nam NFL pointed out: "If the US impenalists

and their henchmen are rash enough to plunge headlong into a

dangerous military adventure, and refuse to give up their
scheme to expand their aggressive war to North Viet Nam, the
14 mullion South Vietnamese people, united like one man,
together with their Liberation Army and paramilitary forces,
-will stand side by side with their 18 million northem brothers
and sisters and the brotherly People's Army, in order to
resolutely struggle to the end and wipe out the US impenalists
and their henchmen throughout the country." We warmly
welcome these worlds full of the strength of kith-and-kin
feeling!

As in North and South Viet Nam, developments in the world
on and after August 5, have run counter to the US impenalists’

wild hopes

The US impenalists’ criminal act has aroused all over the
world a wide and strong outburst of indignation at the

aggressors and warmongers

AGAINST "SPICIAT WAR® 85

In recent days. indignant protests against the US
imperialists’  act of war wvisa-vis North Viet Nam,
demanding their withdrawal from South Viet Nam and
waming them against any further action against the DRVN,
have resounded throughout the world, from our brothers and
neighbours and from far-off friends thousands of miles from
our borders Millions of Asian, African, Latin American,
European and Australian people have demonstrated to voice
their solidarity with, and firm support for, our people, giving
us added strength in our struggle against the aggressors, and
increasing our confidence in the victory of our just cause
On this occasion, | wish to express the deep and sincere
gratitude of our peoples and Governmentsto the people and
governments of the fraternal socialist countries, to the

world's people. and to progresstve American people.
fend

Over the recent days, the fratemnal socialist countries, and
particularly China, our neighbour who is as closely related
to us as the lips are to the teeth, have sternly condemned the
US mperialists’ act of aggression, and have expressed
sympathy with and strong support for the correct stand and
firm attitude of our Government and people. Tens of
millions of people in many fraternal socialist countries have
held anti-US meetings and demonstrations. Democratic
parties, mass organizations and friendship associations have
successively issued statements condemning the US
imperialists and supporting our country. We have received
tens of thousands of letters and telegrams from fratemal
countries expressing indignation at the aggressive act of the

United States and iron resolve to support the struggle of our
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people.  This  support imbued with  proletarian
internationalism has made our people realize deeply that one
thousand million people of the socialist countries are
standing by our side, ready to join us in the fight against the

common enemy.

The just struggle of our people has always enjoyed the
strong sympathy and support of the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples. Immediately after the August 5
bombing of our coastal areas by US aircraft, strong anti-US
meetings and demonstrations took place in Japan, Indonesia,
Algeria, Pakistan, New Zealand and other countries. In
many places, the demonstrators gathered right in front of the
US diplomatic missions to protest against the US action. In
those grave days of trial, leaders of nationalist countries
have expressed warm feelings for our struggle. The
Vietnamese people are deeply moved by the solidarity and
support of the Asian, African and Latin American peoples,
brothers who are in the same situation as we and are waging
the same struggle against the common enemy, the US
imperialists, in order to win and preserve national

independence, their sacred and inalienable right.

The US imperialists’ act of war against our country has
aroused a broad wave of protests in the capitalist countries
and in the United States itself. The working class and peace-
loving people in those countries have voiced their solidarity
with our people and their indignation at the US imperialists’
criminal act. The Communist Parties of France, Japan, and
Canada, Austria, etc, mass organizations, prominent

political and social personalities. and a great number of
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ordinary citizens 1n many capitalist countries have voiced
their protests against the US imperialists and their support
for our people. Meetings and demonstrations have been
organized in Great Britain, France, Canada, Denmark,
Austria, West Germany, Italy and in the United States.

In the August 14 issue of the British weekly Tribune, US
Senator Wayne Morse wrote: "We (i.e. the USA - Ed) have
violated the Geneva Accords and the UN Charter time and
again. We are pursuing neither law nor peace in South East
Asia. We are not even pursuing freedom. We are
maintaining a military dictatorship over the people of South
Viet Nam, headed by an American puppet to whom we give
the orders and who moves only under our orders What is
worse, we ha?e publicly threatened war where no direct
threat to American security is at stake.. The day of the
Westerner is finished in Asia."

At present, the movement in support of our people's just
struggle and the wave of opposition to the US impenalist
aggressors and warmongers are still mounting impetuously.
The peoples throughout the world are standing by our side.
This constitutes an immense force. We are firmly confident
that should the US imperialists and their stooges recklessly
expand the war to North Viet Nam, they will suffer defeats,
in the face of our people's strength and the unity of the
peoples of the socialist countries and the world.




PART THREE

1965
THE WHOLE OF VIET NAM FACING
THE AGGRESSORS




Report to the Second Session of the Third National
Assembly, April 8, 1965

The U.S. imperialists are intensifying their aggressive war in
the southem part of our country. At the same time, they are
extending the war to the North with their air force, sertously
encroaching on the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, and
directly jeopardizing the peace and security of the peoples of
this part of the world

Allow me, on behalf of the Govenment of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, to present to the National Assembly a
report on the new situation brought about by the US.
aggressors. and on the new tasks to be fulfilled by our people to
defeat them

PART |
NEW SITUATION AND NEW TASKS

The war of aggression waged by the U.S. imperialists on our
country is taking very dangerous developments. Therefore, the
patriotic struggle of our people has also to take new
developments, and to become more determined and vigorous
than ever

In the light of the present situation, we realize all the more
clearly the process of the U.S. imperialists' policy of aggression
agamnst our country, and also the growth of our people's

patriotic struggle and its prospects of certain victory.




92 PHAM VAN DONG - SELECTED WRITINGS

Indictment Against the U.S. Imperialist Aggressors

Today, from the rostrum of the National Assembly the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
solemnly announces to the entire Vietnamese people and the
world peoples the indictment against the aggfessive and
warlike U.S imperalists.

After World War 1, availing themselves of the collapse
of the defeated German, Italian, and Japanese imperialists,
and of the serious weakening of the British and French
imperialists in spite of their victory, the U.S. imperialists
have been striving to establish world hegemony; they have
successively kicked out and replaced the other imperialists to
enslave the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, thus
playing the role of an international gendarme.

The U.S. imperialists' policy of intervention and
aggression in Viet Nam and Indochina is part of their
strategy in the Western Pacific area. It is also part of U.S.
overall strategy as materialized in the establishment of a
network of U.S. military bases, and a U.S -led system of
military alliances aimed at encircling the socialist countries,
bringing the national liberation movement under control,
preparing for a nuclear war, a world war, and waging
limited wars as in Korea formerly and "special war" as in
South Viet Nam today.

Immediately after World War Il ended with the great
victory of the Soviet Army and the world democratic forces,
the entire Vietnamese people, under the clearsighted
leadership of the Party, stood up, accomplished the August
Revolution. founded the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
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on September 2, 1945 and established the people's power all
over Viet Nam, from North to South. However, only a few
months after the proclamation of our independence, the
Chiang Kai-shek militarist clique - a tool of the U.S.
imperialists ~ entered North Viet Nam while the British
imperialists stepped into South Viet Nam, paving the way
for the French colonialists' comeback.

Our resolute and clever struggle in 1946 drove the
Chiang Kai-shek militarist clique out of our country, thus
avoiding the danger of U.S. imperialist intervention. For
their part, the French colonialists gradually encroached on
our territory from the South to the North, and finally
provoked an outbreak of the war all over our country on
December 19, 1946. In recalling our people's heroic
resistance war we want to make it clear that the US.
imperialists began their intervention in our country as early
as that time

In 1949, the great People's Republic of China came into
being. One year after, in 1950, the victorious campaign on
the Viet Nam-China border broke the impernalists
encirclement of the Vietnamese revolution, and connected
our country with the mighty soctalist camp.

Frightened by the development of our people's resistance
, the U.S. imperialists frenziedly intensified their
intervention in Viet Nam, and took a direct part in the
aggressive war by sanctioning the French military plans,
bearing a great part of the war expenditures, and setting up
in Saigon a military mission named M.A'A.G.

war

When the French were nearing their defeat at Dien Bien
Phu. the U S imperialists redoubled their efforts to protract
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and extend the Indochina war Together with the French
advocates of continued war, they mapped out the "Vautour
plan" for massive bombing of the northem part of our
country in an attempt to save the French from defeat at Dien
Bien Phu. However, confronted with the vigorous struggle of
our people and army, and the mounting demands of the
world's peoples for peace in Indochina, the U.S imperialists
could not carry out their dark schemes. On May 7, 1954, the
Dien Bien Phu victory resounded throughout the world. On
May 8, 1954, the Geneva Conference on Indochina held its

opening session.

. It was the Dien Bien Phu victory which, in the main,
determined the outcome of the Geneva Conference. In spite
of all the sabotage activities of the U.S. imperialists the
Conference ended in success. At its closing session, the U.S.
Government representative was compelled to pledge respect
for the Geneva Agreements on the Indochina countries.

But immediately after the end of the 1954 Geneva
Conference, the United States enticed a number of countries
to sign the Manila pact and set up S.E.A.T.O_, an aggressive
military bloc; and disregarding the explicit clauses of the
Geneva Agreements, it placed South Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia in the so-called "protection area” of the bloc.

According to the 1954 Geneva Agreements. Viet Nam
was temporarily divided into two zones for the sake of
eliminating the state of war, mainly for the French
Expeditionary Corps to regroup in South Viet Nam and
withdraw thereafter to France However. the US.
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imperialists and their flunkeys — the Ngo Dinh Diem clique at
that time — blatantly violated a very important provision of the
Agreements — the provision on the holding of a nation-wide free
general election in July 1956 with a view to reunifying Viet

Nam.

Here, we clearly see the U.S. imperialists' perfidious design
of bringing about a permanent partition of our country, to tum
South Viet Nam into a military base and a new-type colony of
the United States, and to prepare for a new war of. aggression
against North Viet Nam and the whole of Southeast Asia.

After the conclusion of the Geneva Agreements, the U.S.

impenalists gradually replaced the French colonalists in South

Viet Nam, set up the Ngo Dinh Diem puppet administration,
wiped out one by one the opposition groupings, and carried out
most ruthless and wicked repressions against the people. They
drowned in blood all patriotié:’ forces aspiring to independence,
democracy and peaceful national reunification. They organized
camouflaged concentration camps dubbed "prosperity zones",
"agricultural settlements”, and "strategic hamlets". On the other
hand, the U.S.-Diem clique frantically strengthened their
military forces: they rigged up a half-a-million-strong
mercenary army which a corps of U.S. advisers closely
controlled from top to bottom. They build up over a hundred air
and naval bases and a whole network of strategic roads. They
dream of quickly stabilizing the situation in South Viet Nam,
then attacking the North, and carrying out their "March to the
North" plan. '
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But the heroic South Viet Nam people, bringing into play the
indomitable tradition of the nation. resolutely stood up against
the US imperialists and the puppets Their patriotic struggle
surged up all the more impetuously as the enemy resorted to
savage terror The enemy plan for rapid pacification of the
South and a march to the North was smashed. In 1960, the
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation came into being,
carrying aloft the banner of national salvation and calling on the
South Vietnamese people to unite and struggle in accordance
with its correct programme. Since then, our Southem
compatriots have risen up in arms against the enemy in a still

more vigorous drive

In 1961, the U.S.-Diem clique made a further step in their
wicked scheme: it was the May 11, 1961, Johnson-Ngo Dinh
Diem joint communiqué which was actually a military pact
marking a very serious tuming point in U.S. policy of military
intervention in South Viet Nam. Immediately after this, the
United States set up an operational command in Saigon,
brought into South Viet Nam tens of thousands of U.S.
servicemen along with a great number of planes, warships, all
kinds of modem weapons, napalm bombs and toxic chemicals
aimed at increasing the fighting capacities of the South Viet
Nam puppet army and stepping up the aggressive war i the
South of our country in the form of "special warfare”.

The most perfidious policy of the LS. aggressors was

materialized in the Staley-Tavlor plan for "pacification of South

Viet Nam within {8 months” This plan mimed at herding the
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entire South Vietnamese population into “strategic hamlets”.
isolating and annihilating the patriotic forces. first of all the
armed forces. and also preparing conditions for an attack on
North Viet Nam after the pacification of South Viet Nam It
has now gone bankrupt. The U.S. impenalists and then
agents have suffered heavy losses and landed in a serious
military and political crisis.

After being compelled to swap horses in midstream and
to remove the Ngo Dinh Diem clique, the U.S impenahsts
set forth the Johnson-McNamara plan7 for the "pacification
by priority sectors" in South Viet Nam, that is to say, for the
consolidation of a fairly large area surrounding Saigon-
Cholon. However, with the ever-stronger struggle of the
South Vietnamese people and their successive victories. this
plan had to be gradually reduced from 8 provinces to 5. then
to 3, and finally to the defence of Saigon-Cholon only. But
even in Saigon, the U.S. aggressors and their agents are in a
shaky position because of the vigorous growth of the mass

struggle.

While intensifying their intervention and aggression in
our country, the U.S. impenalists have ceaselessly stepped
up their policy of intervention and aggression against the
Kingdom of Laos and the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Soon after the 1954 Geneva Conference, the United
States brought its military personnel and its satellites' troops
into Laos and rekindled the flames of war to annihilate the
Lao patriotic forces, and prevent the Kingdom of Laos from
gomg along the path of genuine peace and neutrality. Having .
failed 1in this manoeuvre, the US. mperialists and their
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agents were forced to sign in 1962 a new Geneva Agreement
recognizing the neutral status of Laos. But over the past
three years, they have frenziedly undermined Lao national
concord, sabotaged the “tripartite coalition government,
torpedoed the policy of peace and neutrality of the Kingdom
of Laos, launched repeated military operations to encroach
on the area controlled by the Neo Lao Haksat and the
genuine neutralist forces, ceaselessly extending the war in
Laos and making the situation here more and more strained.
The Laotian people and patriotic forces have heroically and
persistently struggled against the U.S. imperialist aggressors
and their flunkeys to defend the achievements of the
revolution and their national rights, and have won glorious

victories.

Under the clearsighted leadership of their Head of State,
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, the Cambodian Government and
people have resolutely steered their country into the path of
peace and neutrality. The Govemnment of the Kingdom of
Cambodia has rejected the "SEATO protection” and refused
to accept U.S. "aid". For the last ten years, the US.
imperialists and their agents in South Viet Nam, Thailand,
and "the Free Khmer" have continuously resorted to
perfidious means, from political threat to economic pressure,
from attempted assassination and subversion to violation of
the Cambodian border and territory. But all these
manoeuvres have been defeated by the Cambodian people's
struggle. The Kingdom of Cambodia has successfully
preserved her independence and neutrality, the anti-US
movement there has ceaselessly developed and is now deeper

and wider than ever.
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The above-mentionned indictment sheds light on the

extremely serious crimes committed by the U.S. imperialists in
our country:

1" For the last 20 years, the U S. imperialists have been
persistently pursuing their manoeuvres of aggression and
enslavement 1n our country as well as in neighbouring Laos and
Cambodia. For over four years now they have waged in the
southern part of our country the most "dirty" and ruthless war
of aggression in the world. Recently, because of their bitter
defeats in South Viet Nam, they have brazenly launched air
attacks on the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, ’an

indgpmdmt and sovereign country and a member of the
socialist camp.

2, The U.S. imperialists have heaped up in our country.
pgrhcularly in the South, the most hideous and unpardonable,
cnimes. Qver the past years, they have used most cruel means to
raze villages to the ground, and destroy crops and vegetation;
thgy have resorted to napalm bombs, toxic chemicals, and even
poison gases to massacre our compatriots with Hitler-like
sgvagery; they have massacred big numbers of innocent people
disembowelled and quartered children, bumt alive old men,
raped women; they have endeavoured to propagate depravec;
ways of life, particularly in towns and cities, and tried by every

| 3. The U.S. imperialists have systematically and blatantly
violated the Geneva Agreements on Viet Nam. All their policies
and. acts in this area are aimed at doing away with the legal
basis and the most important provisions of the said Agreements,
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and denying to the Vietnamese as well as Cambodian and

Lao peoples their universally-recognized national rights.

The purpose of this brief indictment is not merely to
record the crimes committed by the U.S. aggressors against
our people. To condemn the U.S. imperialists is to voice
one's will and determination to oppose and defeat them. Like
the Vietnamese people, the peoples of Asian, African, Latin
American and even European countries can draw similar
indictments, denounce similar crimes and by so doing,
enhance their will and determination to struggle against
aggressive and warlike U.S. imperialism, the most wicked

and dangerous enemy of mankind today.
The South Vietnamese People Will Win

The past 20 years or so were years of U.S. imperialist
intervention and aggression in our country and also of a
persistent and staunch struggle of our people for self-
liberation and in defence of their freedom and independence.

In South Viet Nam, the process of development of the
U.S. imperialists' policy of intervention and aggression is
also a process of development of the people's patriotic
struggle. Never before in the history of our nation's struggle.
against foreign invasion, has there been such a deep and
broad mobilization, and this has made it possible to bring
into play to a very high extent the strength and intelligence
of all social strata from the countryside to the towns, from

the coastal areas to the mountainous regions.
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In the course of a hard struggle against a modemnly-equipped
and extremely cruel enemy, in the course of a nationwide, all-
out and protracted war waged by the entire people, our South
Vietnamese compatriots have created everything, built up a
several-million-strong political army with a great variety of
effective forms of struggle, built up an ever-stronger armed
force, capable of defeating the enemy in ever-bigger battles, and
which will deal him crushing blows.

The root cause of the growth of our Southem compatriots
and their glorious victories lies in the ardent patriotism, the
close unity, and the fighting determination of the entire people.
Our army and people's traditional will to fight and to win has
been brought into play to a very large extent. Revolution is the
work of the masses. Once the masses have risen up, resolved to
sacrifice everything and to defeat the enemy with a view to
winning back the sacred rights of the country, the right to life
and the dignity of human beings, once millions of people are
imbued with such determination, they become an invincible
force capable of crushing any enemy.

The U.S. aggressors and their agents know very well that to
have a "grip" over the people is essential for their "special
warfare" in South Viet Nam. That is why all through these long
years, they have tried every means — military, political and
economic — to mislead and control the people, and thus keep
them under their sway. This policy reached its highest peak with
the "strategic hamlets" program, the most vicious trick of the
US. imperialist aggressor and the mad "State policy” of the
Ngo Dinh Diem clique who wanted to tum all South
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Vietnamese villages and towns into appalling concentration
camps and heavily-fortified strongholds. But the people's
strength has smashed their schemes. The correct land policy of
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, which
safeguards the achievements of the revolution and the
Resistance war and meets the basic interests of the peasant
masses, has powerfully aroused million of South Vietnamese to
stand up and destroy the "strategic hamlets". To date, over four-
fifths of these hamlets have been completely destroyed, while
the rest are in a process of disintegration. A considerable

number have been tumed into people's fighting villages and

strongholds of the patriotic war. The struggle for the destruction
of the "strategic hamlets" is an extremely arduous and valiant
one. It 1s a fiercest confrontation between the revolutionary
forces of the people and a most ruthless and wicked enemy. The
outcome has been victory for the people; the bulk of the
"strategic hamlets" system has been razed to the ground, and as
a result, the liberated areas have been rapidly expanded, linked
together and strengthened in all respects to form a solid base for
the liberation struggle. This is shaking to the roots the rule of
the U.S. impenalists and their agents.

Parallel to the struggle for the destruction of the "strategic
hamlets” and the expansion of the liberated areas, is the struggle
to counter and foil enemy's mopping-up plans, to wipe out
piecemeal his military forces. In the flames of this extremely
arduous and glorious fight, the South Viet Nam Liberation
Army and other people's armed forces have rapidly grown up in
all fields: in number and quality, in politicél standard and
combat efficiency, in equipment and weapons. This rapid
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growth has been eloquently demonstrated in all battlefields of
South Viet Nam by ever-bigger battles and ever-greater and
more significant victories from Nam Bo to the Central
Highlands and the plains of South Central Viet Nam: Ap Bac,
Bien Hoa, Plei M'rong, Cha La, Binh Gia, An Lao, Phu My,
Pleiku, Viet An, Phong Phu, etc. In the course of the patriotic
war, the South Vietnamese army and people have created from
scratch a wonderful force capable of fighting and defeating an
enemy several times bigger in number and equipped with all
types of planes, naval craft, armoured cars, automatic rifles,
artillery, napalm bombs, noxious chemicals, and even toxic
gases. The forms of struggle they have used are very original
and mark a development of the people's patriotic war to new
peaks. At the same time, the mercenary troops are continually
weakening, as they realize more and more clearly that they are
acting as a vicious tool for the U.S. aggressors to massacre
their own compatriots, destroy their homes, and betray their
Fatherland. With the fierce patriotic struggle resounding ever
more deeply in their hearts and among their ranks, they realize
all the more clearly that they are commuitting crimes. That is
why they do not want to fight. In their aggressive war in South
Viet Nam, the U.S. imperialists rely mainly on the puppet
forces; but it is now obvious that they cannot rely on an army
practically demoralized although very well-armed and equipped.
This is a victory of tremendous significance for the patrictic
war in South Viet Nam.

The struggle for the destruction of the "strategic hamlets"
and the ever-greater military victories all over South Viet Nam
has had direct, deep and wide repercussions in South
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Vietnamese towns and cities. Over the recent years, almost all
South Vietnamese towns and cities: Saigon, Hue, Da Nang, Ben
Tre, My Tho, Nha Trang, Qui Nhon, Quang Tr, etc., have
been swept by big mass movements, inVolving all social strata:
workers, pupils, students, intellectuals, Buddhists, etc. These
movements powerfully surged up wave after wave in highly
varied forms and with the exalted spirit of people nsing up to
become masters of their towns, lay bare the traitors and demand
a U.S. withdrawal. Once, Saigon students sent an ultimatum to
Nguyen Khanh. Saigon workers compelled the rulers and the
enterprise owners to meet all their claims. On many occastons,
the masses managed to secure the control of the streets in
Saigon and Hue. In Quy Nhon demonstrating students seized
control of the radio broadcasting station. At present, the mass
movement is vigorously forging ahead in towns and cities,
rallying in its ranks broad social strata, from the labouring
masses to public figures, under the slogan of peace and
neutrality. In short, the South Vietnamese towns which were
bases of the United States and its agents are now becoming the
arena of ever more significant struggles of the people.

The "strategic hamlets" network — the backbone of the ruling
apparatus of the U.S.impenalists and their agents ~, the
mercenary army — the main instrument of the U.S. aggressive
war along neo-colonialist pattern --, and the towns — their safest
rear area — all these three mainstays are now in a parlous state
and a process of disintegration. The ground is crumbling under
the U.S. aggressors' feet. In the meantime since the historic Ap
Bac battle in spring 1963, the patriotic struggle in South Viet
Nam has undergone a wonderfully rapid growth, and the
balance of forces between the people and the enemy has
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changed in favour of the cause of liberation of South Viet Nam.
political and military struggles closely combine with each other
and impel each other's development; the various regions, the
countryside and the towns emulate with one another to score
resounding feats of arms, our 14-odd million Southemn
compatriots are powerfully marching ahead along the path to
victory, and no reactionary force whatever can check this

advance.

The above situation explains why the U.S. aggressors can
not rig up a stable government in Saigon. The successive coups
d'état in South Viet Nam are reflections of the strength of the
patriotic struggle to defeat the aggressors and the traitors, and
also forerunners of their irretrievable collapse. Nowadays, any
South Vietnamese hireling administration can be nothing else
than a set of puppets in a poor show, and likely to be thrown
down at any time. This also shows a basic weakness of the U.S.
imperialists and constitutes a heavy defeat of their "special

Meanwhile, the South Viet Nam National Front for
Liberation, the mobilizer and organizer of the patriotic. forces in
South Viet Nam, the leader who has taken the people to ever-
greater victories, is now controlling 3/4 of the territory and 2/3
of the population of South Viet Nam. It has gained ever-higher
international prestige and position, and is being recognized by
more and more foreign countries and world opinion as the sole
genuine representative of the South Vietnamese people. lts
sound programme constitutes the banner of unity and struggle
for national salvation which rallies broad social strata in the
fight to overthrow the yoke of the U.S. imperialists and their

/
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agents with a view to achieving independence, democracy,
peace and neutrality in South Viet Nam, and eventual peaceful
reunification of the country. The March 22, 1965 Statement of
the Front‘?. is resounding in the world as the strong voice of a
people determined to fight and to win, the voice of justice, the
voice of the just cause of the Vietnamese people and of the
present epoch, the voice filled with national pride and heroism,
the voice of a people who are firmly taking the country’s destiny
into their own hands, the voice of our compatriots _of South Viet
Nam, the brass citadel of our Fatherland.

The development of the U.S. impenalists' aggressive policy
in South Viet Nam as well as the growth of the patriotic war of
our Southem compatriots clearly show that the U.S.
imperialists' "special warfare" is heading for irretrievable
defeat.

The U.S. impenalists have set up a most machiavellian
political and military brain-trust in an attempt to find a way to
victory .in South Viet Nam; they have used modem weapons,
and have brought into this small battlefield 1/4 of their army
officers. However, for the U.S aggressors, there is not yet a
single ray of light at the end of the tunnel. The situation is such
that more and more people in the United States are coming to
realize that Washington is being defeated and will be completely
defeated in South Viet Nam.

It is very gratifying to note that our Southemn compatriots are
going on to ever greater victories, as the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation has worked out a correct and
scientific line to meet the U.S. impenalists' counter-
revolutionary war of aggression with a patriotic war, a
revolutionary war of the people, and gradually and steadily to
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puild its forces and win step by step ever-greater political and
military victories. The situation is developing in favour of our
Southem compatriots, and no matter what great and frenzied
efforts the enemy may make, he cannot possibly reverse the tide
to avoid an ignominious defeat.

The Vietnamese People Will Win

Having sustained bitter defeats in South Viet Nam, the U S.
imperialist aggressors, of late, have frenziedly embarked on new
and most wicked adventures in an attempt to retneve their
critical position and defeats.

The Govemment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
sternly exposes and denounces to all our compatriots and to the
peoples of the world the new and extremely serious war acts of
the U.S. imperialists: on the one hand, the later are intensifying
the aggressive war in the South, and on the other, they are
carrying out air and naval attacks on the North. By engaging in
this very dangerous military adventure, they stupidly expect that
they can cow our people and also pose a threat to the peace-
loving governments and peoples in the world. They hope that
our ‘people and the world peoples will flinch out of fear, and
thus they will be in a position to shift from a weak to a strong
position!

But in face of their new aggressive acts, the Vietnamese
people from the South to the North are waging an ever more
resolute struggle, and the world peoples are extending us an
€ver more vigorous support. It is clear that still heavier defeats
are i store for the U.S. imperialists.
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In an attempt to intensify the aggressive war, the U.S.
impenalists have recently brought into South Viet Nam a
number of anti-aircraft missile units, 3,500 marines, and 2,000
South Korean troops; they are planning to send in more U.S.
combat units. U.S -piloted jet planes are carrying out bombing
and strafing raids in increasing numbers in South Viet Nam.
More than ever, our 14 million Southem compétriots,
responding to the appeal of the South Viet Nam National Front
for Liberation, are bringing into play their staunch fighting
spirit; the entire people in arms are united and determined to hit
vigorously and accurately at the U.S. aggres§ors and their
agents, to liberate South Viet Nam, and achieve national
salvation.

Ten years ago, the French Expeditionary Corps in spite of
its 200,000 picked troops ended in defeat at Dien Bien Phu. A
U.S. expeditionary corps will inevitably meet with the same
ignominious fate in South Viet Nam. For their part, our
Southern compatriots "are prepared to fight with determination,
to fight to the end, to fight until not a single U.S. soldier is to be
seen in our country, even if they will have to struggle for 10 or
20 years or longer, however great the difficulties and
hardships." (March 22, 1965 Statement of the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation).

While intensifying the aggressive war in South Viet Nam,
the U.S. impenalists are expanding it to the North with their air
force, on the ground that the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
is at the origin of the patriotic struggle in South Viet Nam!
These are obviously impudent acts and perfidious tricks of

corsairs.
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The Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, a member of the
socialist camp, is steadily advancing to socialism; this is the
common achievement of the Vietnamese revolution, the fruit of
the common endeavour of the people of the whole country. It is
a strong base for the patriotic struggle in the South and the
peaceful reunification of the country. In laying hands on the
North, the U.S. impenalists encroach upon the valuable and
sacred achievement of our 30-odd million compatriots and
commit an intolerable crime against our Fatherland. By
attacking the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, they have
completely scrapped the Geneva Agreements and grossly
violated intemational law and all human laws. They must pay

for their crimes!

In North Viet Nam, since August 5, 1964, the people's
armed forces and the population have fought with the greatest
heroism, and dealt the U.S. imperialist aggressors ever-stronger
blows. The people of the North, closely united, are determined
to struggle in a self-sacrificing spirt to defeat all enemy
aggressive schemes, to defend the North, and more than ever to
stand side by side with our Southem "compatriots and
wholeheartedly support their liberation strugg]e till final victory.

In laying hands on the North, the U.S. warmongers expose
themselves not only to well-deserved counter-blows in the
North, but also to still more telling blows in the South as was

pointed out in the March 22, 1965 Statement of the Liberation
Front:

" To defend the beloved North,the army and people of the
South have directed the flames of their anger at the US.
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aggressors and their agents. If the U.S. impenalists lay hands
on the North of our Fatherland the army and people of the
South will deal them much harder blows. In February 1965,
while the aggressors and traitors attacked the North, in the
South, the Liberation Army launched stormy attacks on
important military bases and main forces of the enemy, putting
out of action 20,706 enemy troops (including nearly 600 U.S.
aggressors killed, wounded or captured), seizing 4,114 guns of
various kinds and shooting down, damaging or destroying 111

aircraft of various types."

The U.S. imperialists ceaselessly talk about seeking "a
position of strength”. Why? Precisely because they are in a
weak position. But never will they attain a position of strength!
In the present epoch, in Viet Nam as well as everywhere else in
the world, the weakening and defeat of the U.S. imperialists
have become a law of nature, an inexorable law goveming the
present trend of the world, an inexorable law of the development
of human society. U.S.-headed imperialism and all other
reactionary forces in the world are on the path to defeat and
collapse; the more reckless, adventurist, impudent and
perfidious they are, the more hatred for them will blaze up
everywhere, and the more vigorously the world's peoples will
stand up to defeat them! That is a radiant truth of our epoch!

In these circumstances, the more frenzied the U.S. attempts
to extend the war to North Viet Nam, the more disastrous will
be their defeat! An anti-U.S. wave of indignation is now surging
up in the world. The governments and peoples of the socialist
countries, newly-independent countries, the intermnational
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organizations, the peoples the world over, progressive circles
and various social strata in the United States are extending an
ever more resolute and vigorous support and assistance to our
just struggle. Our people, both in the South and in the North,
are all the more firmly standing on the frontline of the world
people's front against U.S. imperialism, bringing into play their
forces to defeat the U.S. imperialists for the sake of their
revolutionary cause as well as for peace, national independence,
democracy and socialism in the world. That is why the entire
Vietnamese people are determined to overcome all difficulties
and hardships, to fight to the end in a self-sacrificing spirit and
with a rock-like confidence in their certain victory. Even now,
our people have already vanquished the U.S. aggressors
because theirs is a just cause, and because they have the will
and determination and enjoy world-wide sympathy and support.
At the‘ start of our national resistance war nearly 20'ye§rs ago,
our fo}ces were very small, but the entire Vietnamese people
were at one in fighting and defeating the aggressors, and the
outcome was victory for us. Today, we are much stronger than
before, stronger in the North, stronger in the South, and
enjoying stronger world support. For their part, the U.S.
imperialists are being bogged down in South Viet Nam and
encountering great difficulties in various fields and in many
places. That is why our people are all the more heightening their

‘will and determination, are animated with even greater

enthusiasm and confidence in their just and certainly victorious’
struggle, and are resolved to devote all their forces to driving
the U.S. aggressors out of our country, to defend the North, to
liberate the South, eventually to build a peaceful, reunified,
independent, democratic and prosperous Viet Nam, and to
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contribute to the defence of peace in Southeast Asia and the
world.

Our people will certainly win, the US. impenialist
aggressors will surely be defeated. The reasons for our victory
can be briefly stated as follows:

1. The Vietnamese people have grasped two points which
were tested and proved in the long history of our people's
struggle against imperialist aggression, before the August
Revolution, and particularly since our resistance war-:

a) To unite the entire people, to wage a resolute and
persistent struggle, to be prepared to sacrifice everything for the
nation's supreme interests: freedom and happiness of the people,
unity and territorial integrity of the Fatherland.

b) To know how to use a weapon capable of defeating any
impenialist aggressors including the U.S. imperalists: the
people’s revolution war. OQur army and people in the South have
developed the people's revolutionary war to a high level, in an
all-round, multiform and steady manner. This is a valuable
contribution to the struggle against U.S. aggression all over the
world.

2. The world situation is very favourable to our people:

a) The socialist camp is becoming ever stronger; all
socialist countries are extending wholehearted support and
assistance to the Vietnamese people.

b) In the world the newly-independent countries, the
intemational working class, the forces of peace and progress in
all countries including the United States, are vigorously
supporting us.
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3. At the same time the U.S. imperalists and all
reactionary forces in the world are suffering defeat after
defeat and are in the process of weakening and annihilation.

Over the past few years, the weakening of U.S.
imperialists has become still more obvious in economic,
political and military fields. The sharpening contradictions
between the United States and other imperialist countries
and the struggle for democracy, freedom and peace in the
United States itself have driven the U.S. imperialists into
greater embarrassment and isolation than ever.

In that lies the root cause of the great successive victories
of the revolutionary struggle of the world's peoples. In that
also lies the root cause of the certain victory of our people.

PART I

THE NORTH CARRIES ON PRODUCTION
AND FIGHTING, DEFENDS ITSELF AND SUPPORTS THE SOUTH

Warmly Commending Our People

and Army for Their Victories

Since August 5, 1964, and especially since February 7,
1965, the U.S. imperialists have used planes of the U.S. Air
Force and Navy and also of the South Vietnamese puppet air
force for continual attacks on many places near the
Demarcation Line and other areas of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam. They have put into action hundreds
of up-to-date supersonic jets which, starting from their bases
in the Pacific (including the Seventh Fleet), in South Viet
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Nam, in Thailand, and using all kinds of bombs including
napalm and phosphorous bombs, have carried out daily raids
on populated areas, urban centres, in an attempt to cause
losses and cow our people.

A year ago, during the first session of the 3rd National
Assembly from this rostrum, we stemly warmed the U.S.
imperialists: "Beware! Don't play with fire!" Today the fire
from the anti-aircraft guns of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, the flames of hatred of our people, the movement
against U.S. aggression throughout the world are dealing
telling blows at them.

Vinh Linh, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An, Thanh Hoa,
Quang Ninh, Bach Long Vi and other places have been
staunchly standing on the frontline of socialist North Viet
Nam, repeatedly winning victories over the U.S. aggressors,
and setting a. brilliant example of both gallantry in fighting
and eagerness in production. ‘

The people's armed forces, from anti-aircraft regular units,
navy, air force, people's armed security forces to regional
troops, militia and self-defence units, have been fighting
with admirable gallantry, worthy of the Dien Bien Phu
tradition, worthy of heroic South Viet Nam! Our officers

have shown high determination and courage, some have

refused to leave their fighting positions even after being hit
several times by enemy bullets. Political commissar Nguyen
Viet Xuan9 of an anti-aircraft unit had his wounded leg cut
off which hindered his movements, ordered other injured
fighters to be cared for first, and continued to give effective
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command to his unit, urging his men to shoot down more
U.S. aircfaft till he fainted. Navy cadet Tran Gia Tue,
amidst the flames calmly, rapidly and accurately aimed at
enemy targets; grievously wounded, he continued to fight; after
being relieved, he undertook to supply his mates  with
ammunition instead of leaving the field. Pilot Pham Ngoc Lan
cleverly and flexibly reacted to complicated situations, and
valiantly dived straight on enemy aircraft to shoot them down,
thus achieving together with his mates the first glorious feat of
arms of our air force. Security sergeant Nguyen Quoc Co,
amidst fierce enemy bombing, picked up and threw away a
number of steel-pellet bombs about to explode in an air-raid
shelter, thus saving the lives of those who were there. These are
but a few instances among the many examples of admirable
valour in the fight. We warmly hail the splendid feats of the
heroic Viet Nam People's Army and other people's armed
forces! : ' '

The militia, self-defence corps and the people's security
played an outstanding part in the fighting. They actively helped
in supplying ammunition, extinguishing fires, giving, first aid to
the wounded, ensuring liaison, capturing prisoners, maintaining
security and order, and protecting the people's life and property.
‘Furthermore, using rifles and machineguns, they efficiently co-
ordinated their fire with the air defence forces and navy. A
typical example is the shooting down of a U.S. jet with nfle
shots by a militia team of Tran Phu Cooperative (Dien Chau
district, Nghe An province) comprising four men: Tran Hieu,
To Duc Hung, Nguyen Uoc and Pham Nho.
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Factory workers and civil servants also valiantly fought
to defend their enterprises and offices, and to ensure their
normal functioning during enemy attacks.

The recent resounding victories are due to the line of people's
war, to the valiant and resolute fighting of our entire people.
They are victories of the unity between the army and the
people, the army defending the Fatherland and the people,
and the latter encouraging, helping the army and participating
in the fight together with the army. In all places subjected to
enemy attacks, the people showed indomitable spirit, calm,
and steady morale. Everybody stood firm on his fighting
positibn, enthusiastically took part in the fight against the
U.S. aggressors and fulfilled his duties in spite of bombings
and strafings. Many old men stood indefatigable in the
trenches or by the gun emplacements for many hours at a
stretch to lend a hand to the young people fighting U.S.
aircraft. Many youths offered their own bodies as mounts for
A A. machineguns and fought with admirable gallantry,
others valiantly climbed on elevated and exposed places to be
able to shoot more accurately at enemy planes. Many young
pioneers moved about under enemy fire to act as liaison
agents. Throughout three days' fighing, Mother Suot rowed to
and fro across the Nhat Le river 45 times transporting
ammunition. Doan, a nurse in the Gianh river area, crawled
three kilometres under fire to get medical supplies for the
wounded. Even while the fight was raging, the soldiers were
provided with hot rice and excellent soup served at their very
gun emplacements by local women. The people constantly
stood shoulder to shoulder with the troops whom they
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all combat duties and preparations: digging of air-raid shelters,
evacuation of towns and cities, extinguishing fires and removal
of time-bombs after enemy raids, maintenance of security and
order, and protection of the people's property, etc., were carrieq
out with a high sense of urgency, great determination and
discipline. In these circumstances of hard ordeals, our
compatriots showed even greater mutual love and affection, and
increased confidence in the Party and Govemnment. They also
clearly manifested their ardent patriotism and attachment to
socialist construction in the North.

Vinh Linh, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An, Thanh Hoa,
Quang Ninh, Bach Long Vi and a number of other places have
shown both fierce fighting spirit and ability in production work,
there fighting and production are closely linked tasks. The more
resounding the victories over the enemy, the greater the people's
eagemess in production. Since late 1964, the province§ near the
Demarcation Line have gloriously fulfilled three big tasks at one
time: shooting down a great number of enemy aircraft, making
up for the heavy losses resulting from the recent big floods and
typhoons, and ensuring a vigorous development of production in
the winter-spring crop. The very provinces which had to fight in
the North were those which completed the transplanting of rice-
seedlings at an early date. In comparison with the same period
last year, they have recorded an increase of nearly 50,000
hectares in acreage and also a marked progress in the application
of new farming techniques, especially in irrigation and use of
fertilizers. Hundreds of thousands of peasants are daily going to
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the fields in an exalted spirit, with ploughs in their hands and
rifles on their shoulders, fighting the enemy when he comes
and resuming production \work'after he has been driven away.
In coastal areas, even on days when U.S. air and naval craft
carried out raids, many fishing teams sailed out, and even got
greater catches than usual. Whenever a battle is fought in Ho
Xa, Dong Hoi, Ha Tinh, Vinh and Thanh Hoa, immediately
after the firing ceased, workers of all enterprises and
construction yards returned to their work and each time the
hours of fierce fighting were followed by even more vigorous
emulation drives marked by increased labour productivity.

To engage in fighting and production has become part of
the people's daily life. The way of living has been entirely
adjusted to the new situation, which means a higher sense of
urgency, increased vigour, more practicalness and greater
efficiency.

In the face of the ever more impudent and wicked U.S.
war acts, every citizen, from old people to little children,
have only one wish: to hit at the U.S. aggressors even more
vigorously and more accurately, wage a persistent struggle,
and be prepared to sacrifice everything to win victory, to
carry out production work as vigorously as fighting; to get
many aircraft shot down, at the same time to get a good
~ harvest. Only one this condition can we continuously increase
our strength and fight persistently until final victory!

We warmly commend the glorious victories recorded by
the army and people in Vinh Linh, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh,
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Nghe An, Thanh Hoa, Quang Ninh, Bach Long Vi and other
places. We particularly commend our compatriots who have
shown determination and fortitude in face of the enemy, and
have done their best to contribute to the fight against the U.S.
aggressors, setting a brilliant example and accumulating '

valuable experience for the entire people.

In the last few months, our army and people in the North
have inflicted significant losses on the enemy. However, our
greatest victory and the enemy's biggest defeat lie in the fact
that he cannot cow our people, indeed he cannot even
intimidate our-children. Public opinion in the West and in the
United States itself,has more and more clearly realized that
the air attacks on the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam have
not brought about any result for the United States except the
vigorous counter-blows of our people and the strong
condemnation of the world's peoples. )

The Whole of North Viet Nam Carries
Out Production Work, Fights and Prepares
for More Fighting

In the northern part of our country, all regions, branches
and social strata are now seething with hatred for the U.S.
imperialists, and making every effort to strengthen their
fighting capacity, ready to strike at the U.S. aggressors while
calmly and unflinchingly boosting production and the
building of the material and technical basis of socialism.

The armed forces are strengthening their fighting capacity
in all fields. Officers and men are eagerly studying and
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striving to carry into effect President Ho Chi Minh's teaching:.

"Be loyal to the Party and the people, fulfil any tasks,
overcome any difficulties, defeat any enemies". The entire armed
forces are enthusiastically emulating to build the army, to score
feats of arms, and to win the honour of keeping President Ho Chi
Minh's reward banner bearing the words: "Determined to defeat
the U.S. aggressors”. Such is the iron will of the armed forces of
the North who are the heroic fighters of a heroic people!

Everywhere, our people are doing their best to step up air
defence work, develop the militia and self-defence forces, temper
themselves physically, undergo military training, carry out
marches with full equipment on their backs, prepare their
weapons, set up aircraft-hunting teams, first-aid groups, fire
_ brigades, anti-toxic gas groups, patrols. Our entire people are
organizing themselves into battle formations!

The leading bodies of the Party and the State, the people's
organizations, the economic and cultural branches — industry,
agriculture, capital construction, communications and transport,
post and broadcasting services, trade, finance, banking, culture,
education, public health. . — are making with a high sense of
urgency all necessary preparations to meet the requirements of
the new situation and tasks.

Along with the preparations for combat, the emulation
movement for the "three high peaks"' and for the overfulfilment
of the State plan is developing more vigorously than ever.

| The three ‘higb peaks are’ high productivity. high quality of products.

and high efficiency and economy. Ed.
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The workers are highlighting the slogans "Let us hold firm
both our hammer and our rifle", and "Whenever we lose time
once as a result of alerts, we will work twice as hard to make up
for the lost time"; they are tuming their hatred for the U.S.
imperialists into a lever for practical actions in production and
combat, and striving to make of each enterprise, construction
site, State farm, forestry yard, department store, government
office a socialist production and fighting unit. Producers are at
the same time fighters, and the leaders in production, the
commanders in combat.

The peasants are highlighting the slogans "Let us hold firm
both our plough and our rifle" and "Let us fight the enemy
whenever he comes and resume production after he is put to
flight"; they are actively emulating each other to secure a
successful winter-spring crop. They have now overfulfilled the
State plan in terms of acreage and recorded market progress in
the application of new farming techniques. They are determined
to develop to the fullest extent the capabilities of the agricultural
co-operatives to boost production to an unmatched level, thus
enhancing the superiority of the new relations of production. At
the same time, all able-bodied peasants are militamen and
members of the self-defence corps, ready to fight the enemy.

Our youth are doing their best to play their role as a shock
brigade in production, in fighting as well as in studies and
training to defend the Fatherland and to build socialism. So far,
more than 1,800,000 youths have volunteered to achieve the
"three ready’s” — ready to accept any task, ready to fight
whenever the enemy comes, and ready to enlist in the army. They
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are workers, peasants, intellectuals, civil servants, students,
pupils, youths from minority nationalities. The ardour and the
force of our youth must be closely and vigorously mobilized to
further their role on all fronts — the fighting front and the front of
economic development and of defence build-up.

Our women are stepping up throughout the North the "three
responsibilities” movement as a support. for the "three ready’s”
movement of the youth. Hundreds of thousands of people, from
old women to young girls, have volunteered to assume
production work in their localities, to look after their families so
that thetr husbands, sons and brothers may confidently enlist in
the army, and to serve the front or to participate directly in the
fight whenever necessary.

The whole people of the North are warmly responding to the
Statement of the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation
and the Statement of the Viet Nam Fatherland Front, they are at
the same time carrying out production, fighting and combat
preparations, determined to do their best to build and defend the
North and to extend wholehearted support to the cause of
Liberation of the South. In the present juncture, all social strata,
all citizens must work more, with a higher sense of urgency and
higher productivity; everybody must , according to his capacity
and strength, make the most effective contribution to the
common cause of the country.

In response to the appeal of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation, the South Viet Nam cadres, army-men and
simple citizens regrouped to the North have enthusiastically
voiced their readiness to return to their native land to ﬁghf with
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arms in hand or do any work for national salvation. Pending
orders to this effect, all of them are striving to boost
production and actively work to contribute to the defence
and the building of the North. We warmly hail their

patriotism and combat-readiness!
New Tasks of Our People and Army in the North

In face of the new and extremely serious juncture due to
the U.S. imperialists' aggressive policy in our country,
proceeding from the present situation and tasks as
expounded in Part I, and on the basis of the experience
gained by our people and army in carrying out both
production and fighting over the recent period, it is
necessary to work out and urgently implement correct and
adequate policies and measures so as to strengthen the
economic and defence potential of the northem part of our
country, thus fully demonstrating our entire people's iron
will to increase the strength of the North.in all fields, defeat
the U.S. imperialists and defend the Fatherland.

Economic tasks
In the economic field, through the carrying out of the first
S-year plan, the potential of socialist North Viet Nam has

been obviously strengthened

On the basis of the initial achievements in the
consolidation of the socialist relations of production, and
with the éteady growth of the forces of the working class, the
cooperative peasantry and the socialist intelligentsia in the
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political, cultural and technical fields, the economy of the
North, organized and managed in a planned way, has
gradually become a solid socialist economic system.

On the other hand, the material and technical basis has
been further strengthened, production has developed at a
fairly quick tempo. The first establishments of heavy
industry have already gone into production or are being
built; light industry and locally-run industries are much
more developed than before. Industry has managed to meet
part of its requirements in technical equipment and ensure
the supply of raw materials in increasing quantities and that
of the major part of consumer goods. With the progress
made in water conservancy, intensive cultivation, increased
land yield, multiplication of annual crops, reclaiming of
waste lands, agriculture is undergoing an all-round
development. Food production is in process of meeting the
increasing requirements of the socialist North. In the field of
communications, the network of roads has been improved
and expanded, the transport capacity on the main lines has
been increased. First steps have been made in the way of a
sound redistribution of manpower among the various
economic branches and between the delta and the highlands.

From a backward and dependent agrarian economy
mainly based on small production, we are building an
independent and self-supporting economy, and advancing by
steady steps to socialism. We are striving to enhance all
capabilities of the national economy and at the same time to
make the most of the aid from the fratemal countries with a
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view to meeting the ever greater requirements of economic
construction. improvement of the people's livelihood and
strengthening of national defence.

We are now in a position to mobilize rapidly and in a
planned way much more manpower and material resources
than before for the defence of the Fatherland. We must
redouble our efforts, endeavour to overcome our weaknesses
and shortcomings, strengthen the key branches of the
national economy, and adequately consolidate North Viet
Nam in order to raise its economic and defence potential.

In the years to come, the economy must be built and
developed in line with the new situation. On the one hand,
the urgent requirements of the revolutionary tasks must be
fully met: we must, at the same time, boost production and
stand combat-ready, strengthen our economic potential and
defence capabilities, resolutely defend the North and extend
all-out support to the revolution for the liberation of the
South. On the other, great attention must be paid to securing
the advance of the socialist revolution, adequately pursuing
the construction of the material and technical basis of
socialism, and firmly consolidating the socialist relations of
production, in order to strengthen the defence of the North.

The basic contents of this task are:

1. Adequate measures must be taken to strengthen the
defence of the people's life and property and of production
bases.

7 The reserves of vital materials must be increased, the
‘equirements of economic development and national defence
Must be met to rhe highest extent. '
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3. Strenuous efforts must be made to promote
agricultural and industrial production with much attention
being paid to locally-run industries, and to develop post and
communications in conjunction with the consolidation of the
whole rear-area. In this connection, concrete plans must be
worked out and efforts made to reach concrete objectives in
each stage; marked progress must be recorded after several
short stages. -

4. While endeavouring to meet the above-mentioned
urgent requirements we must adequately pursue the building
of the material and technical basis of socialism, strengthen
the work of basic survey, geological prospection, scientific
research, training of cadres with a view to meeting the new
requirements in conjunction with long-term ones.

5. On the basis of boosting production, more resources
must be mobilized so as to ensure an adequate supply of
manpower and resources for fighting duties and economic
development; the requirements of the armed forces are to be
satisfied, and the basic needs of the people's livelihood are to

be met.

6 Continued efforts must be made to steadily consolidate
the socialist relations of production, and to ensure good
management of the State-owned enterprises on the basis of
the achievements of the "three 'for' and three 'against'™
movement; particular attention must be paid to the
consolidation of the agricultural cooperatives in the delta
and in the highlands, to fishing and salt-making cooperatives

in the costal area; on that basis, to educate, organize and
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lead the masses in boosting production, fighting and making
combat preparations actively fulfilling all tasks with the

determination to win ever-bigger victories.

Strenuous efforts must be made to improve and
strengthen the management of our economy and finances,
that of production, circulation and distribution, prices and
markets. The ranks of cadres and workers must be
readjusted actively, rationally, closely and steadily in order
to meet the new requirements in the field of production and
fighting,.

Thrift must be strictly put into practice in production,
construction and consumption; corruption, waste and
bureaucratism must be fought in all State-run economic
branches, government services, agricultural cooperatives,
and in the life and activities of everybody.

7 To fulfil the new tasks ih the new situation, we must
rely mainly on our own resources while doing our best to
secure the sympathy and assistance of the world's peoples,

first of all, of the fraternal socialist countries.
Defence tasks

It is necessary to mobilize the whole army and people to
urgently strengthen the defence capabilities of our country,
resolutely to defeat all acts of sabotage and encroachment on
the North, to be prepared to face and smash all the enemy
schemes of expanding the war, to maintain security and
order, to defend the security of the Fatherland, and defend

the socialist construction of our people in the North.
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To this end, it is necessary to fulfil the following vconcrete
tasks:

1. To strengthen the armed forces, to promote training
and combat readiness, to ensure that our army is ready to
fight and to win everywhere and in all circumstances. In
order to strengthen the armed forces so as to meet the
requirements of the new situation, it is necessary to
adequately extend the duration of military service and to
carry out partial mobilization.

2. To strengthen particularly the active air defence
capacity of the armed forces, along with the strengthening of
the civilian air defence with a view to effectively countering
enemy raids.

3. To strive to consolidate and develop the regional
armed forces: regional troops, guerrillas, militia and self-
defence corps, particularly in key areas.

4. To strengthen all rear-area work closely-related to the
fighting and combat preparations of the army.

5. To intensify political work in the armed forces, to
achieve a vigorous change in thinking, organization and style
of work so as to meet the new requirements; to launch in the
entire army a wide emulation movement aimed at enhancing
its "determination to defeat the U.S. aggressors".

Guiding principles

In fulfilling the above tasks of economic construction and
national defence build-up, it is necessary to grasp the
following guiding principles:
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1. To work against time, to concentrate our forces so as
to meet the most important and urgent requirements of the
most essential branches and areas, to combine the immediate
tasks of economic -construction with those of-long-term
development, to carry on and promote socialist
industrialization in the North. '

2. To combine the forces at central and regional levels:
at the central level, attention must be paid to the
strengthening of forces so as to meet the important
requirements which cannot be met at the regional level. The
various regions must rely mainly on their own resources and
do their best to bring into play all capabilities with a view to
meeting their Qwn requirements.

3. To ensure the centralized leadership and unified
management of the central authorities, and on that basis, to
increase the power of the various branches and the local
authorities in an adequate manner, to enable them to deal in
good ‘time with all questions falling within their
responsibility.

4. The leadership should show initiative and diligence
and make ‘timely, practical and effective moves, thus
bringing fully into play the role of the leading bodies and
officials. '

5. To enhance ideological work, to powerfully arouse the
revolutionary ardour, combativeness and creative labour of
the masses, to mobilize the cadres, labouring people and the
whole people of North Viet Nam, to highlight the traditions
of heroic struggle and industry, to heighten their sense of
responsibility and discipline, to step up the emulation
movement to redouble efforts, to hold the harﬁmer or the
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