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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Two years have gone by since the liberation
of Saigon on April 30th, 1975.

This collection of articles, most of which have
been taken from past issues of the Viet Nam
Courier, will give our readers an idea of the
changes that have been taking place in southern
Viet Nam in the intervening period, and the
direction that developments there are taking.
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THE SITUATION IN HO CHI MINH CITY
SINCE LIBERATION, AND ORIENTATION
AND TASKS FOR 1977-1978

(Excerpts from the report of the Ho Chi Minh
City Committee of the Communist Party of Viet
Nam at the First Congress of the City Party
Organization, April 1977).

1. Big Achievements, Profound Changes.

1. The complete liberation of southern Viet Nam
marked the beginning of a new stage of the revo-
lution in our city, that of socialist revolution. The
situation can be summarized as follows:

a) After smashing the puppet army and adminis-
tration, we immediately established proletarian
dictatorship and the leadership of the Party. Almost
four million people in the city were fired with
ardent patriotism and the tradition of persevering
and staunch struggle, and were filled with en-
thusiasm over and pride in the victory of the
nation. We have an extensive labour force, a corps
of skilled workers and a big force of scientific and
technical cadres. Following our complete victory,
we took over sizeable material and technical bases
almost intact.



These are great and very basic advantages.
b) However, we also took over all the city's

difficulties and complexities resulting from the

heavy consequences of the war of aggression and
the vestiges of neo-colonialism :

— There were 400,000 troops and personnel of
the puppet administration who had deserted or
given themselves up on the spot; and there were
reactionary political organizations and the enemy
intelligence network which did not give up their
scheme of sabotaging the gains of the revolution,
socialist transformation and socialist construection
in our city.

— There was an artificially prosperous economy,
a market flooded with aid commodities, veiling the
real nature of an economy dependent on foreign
countries and geared to the war machine. which
had subsisted only thanks to the 750 million dollars
worth of aid goods received each year. Hundreds
of thousands of people were living in slums right
next to modern multi-storey buildings. The econ-
omy was on the verge of collapse. And there was
a threat of famine.

— Irrational distribution of the social labour
force resulting from the enemy’s policy of forcible
urbanization, had led to a section of people being
able to live without working or producing, causing
the population to swell far beyond the city's
capacity to cater for its needs. A million-strong
army of unemployed was left after liberation.

— War-ravaged suburban agriculture, vast areas
laid waste, and a dwindling supply of imported
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fertilizers and seeds was the situaticn in the agri-
cultural areas in the suburbs. Although the city
had a number of modern production bases, small
production was common.

— Depraved, reactionary, neo-colonialist culture
was rampant, social evils were serious. A section
of the population was addicted to a bourgeois,
parasitic way of life, despising labour, egoistic.
running after physical pleasures, with a “here
to-day; gone tomorrow” attitude, heeding neither
conscience nor morality.

When they pulled out, the US imperialists were:
cocksure that all these serious consequences would
have us floundering in hunger, thirst and chaos.
But they were mistaken. We have stood firm and
are on the way to stabilization and development.

¢) Throughout the two wars of resistance against
foreign aggression, cur City Party Organization
carried out mainly underground activities, becom--
ing steeled and tempered and acquiring experience:
in political and armed struggle. We are now in a
position to lead all aspects of social life through
State power, but we find ourselves lacking ex--
perience in face of the new tasks of a big and
extremely complex city.

2. The situation in the city has undergone deep
and all-round revolutionary changes over the past
two years in the following main aspects :

a) Politically :

Fully aware of the paramount importance of the
question of who wields power — the key problem

Q:
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of all revolutions — we have mobilized the masses
and rapidly built up the revolutionary administra-
tion at all levels, paying special attention to the
grassroots level. The revolutionary administration
has shown its superiority increasingly clearly, and
has proved itself to be the organ of people’s power,
truly an administration of the people, by the people
and for the people. The workers and other labour-
ing people in the city have seen this in their daily
life : from being oppressed and exploited they have
become the collective masters of the city through
their State administration. For the working people
this is a basic change in their lives. Millions of
people took an effective part in electing the unified
National Assembly, the first time they have cast
votes to elect representatives who stand for their
interests and wishes on the country’s road forward.

The city is now seething with the preparations
for the election of the people’s councils at all levels.
Tens of thousands of people who have put forward
their opinions to the administration directly, to the
Fourth Congress of the Party, now make their
observations to the City Party Organization. This
is something very new in the political life of the
city, and is a concrete expression of the revolution-
ary nature, the truly democratic nature of the
socialist system, a democratic system we have never
known in our city.

Together with the revolutionary administration,
the revolutionary organisations of the masses,
‘which have over one million members all told, are
another reflection of the people’s collective mastery.
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The people of various strata have joined in discus-
sions and decisions in their own organizations on
questions of common interest, organized collective
activities, and supervised the activities of the State
organs. This is a special feature of socialist democ-
racy, an important aspect of the working people’s
collective mastery of society.

To ensure the working people’s right to collective
mastery, the revolutionary administration, with the
effective participation of the masses, have taken a
number of strong measures, to put an end to the
activities of stubborn counter-revolutionaries who
refused to give up their criminal path, to eliminate
the comprador capitalists as a class, to punish
dishonest traders, and to prevent actions disturbing
public order and security.

Although the revolutionary administration still
has to continue this tasks of repression, it is clear
after two years that the system of proletarian dic-
tatorship has been strengthened, and that political
security and social order in the city have been
maintained and are becoming more stable. The
reactionary forces have little chance of creating big
upheavals, although they still scheme to hinder our
advance.

At present, life still involves many difficulties for
the masses, which the revolutionary administration
and the people cannot overcome overnight. There
is a section of the population that is still complex-
ridden and is vulnerable to provocations. Social
conditions are still very complex. That is why we
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cannot allow ourselves to indulge in wishful think-
ing and to slacken our vigilance.

b) The economy and living conditions :

This is the most difficult and complex problem.
The Party Organisation and the revolutionary
administration are faced with a series of urgent
problems all of which they have to solve at the
same time. OQur enemies thought that we would be
unable to cope with the complex of difficulties. But
the past two years have shown that, in spite of
numerous difficulties, we have succeeded in main-
taining relative stability and have made progress
in many fields.

Since liberation, electricity and water supplies,
transport and communications, and other aspects
of public life in the city have been normal.

The city’s industrial system formerly depended
on foreign countries for raw materials, fuel, equip-
ment, and spare parts. Now, effective aid has been
given, from central level and from the whole coun-
try, and the working class and the intellectuals in
the city have developed their spirit of self-reliance,
striven to overcome difficulties, and made full use
of and found substitutes in domestically available
raw materials. Industrial and handicraft production
has in the main been restored, and in a number of
branches it has developed somewhat. More than 400
State enterprises have been commissioned and 14,000
private industrial and handicraft establishments have
resumed their activities. In 1976, industry (includ-
ing centrally-run industry and local industries}
employed 270,000 workers and total output value
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was about 1.8 billion dong. Mapy enterprises had
brilliant results in relation to their quota u: ..
State plan. '

After liberation, the peasantry, in the suburbs
showed great courage in removing and deactivating
unexploded mines and shells, and together with the
Volunteer Youth and the people from inner city
district, reclaimed waste land and opened up virgin
land, overcame shortages of fertilizers, fuel, and
draught power, and developed water conservancy
work for intensive cultivation. The results obtained
were heartening : the tilled area in 1976 reached
88,000 hectares as against 50,000 hectares before
liberation, rice production reached 160,000 tons in
1976 compared with 95,000 tons before liberation—
almost double —, and more than 6 million cubic
metres of earth were moved for irrigation projects.

While restoring and developing industry and
agriculture, we have started the redistribution of
the work force, mobilizing and organizing 700,000
people to return to their native wvillages, to settle
in suburban districts, or to go and build new eco-
nomic zones. We have taken an important step in
reducing unemployment by half (500,000 unemploy-
ed people were given jobs), and have reduced social
evils. Large numbers of people have found that this
is a correct and necessary policy. In many localities
the people have stabilized their life and have set
about raising production and building their new
home villages. However, in a number of places, the
people still find life difficult, particulary with regard
to food and housing. The supplying of food, daily
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necessities and ILedicine is not good enough, and
we orientation, for production is not yet clear in
all places. /

To redistribute such a large work force and re-
duce unemployment by half in less than two years
has involved a great effort on the part of the people
and the administration in the city. Meanwhile we

have enjoyed substantial aid from central level and
from the provinces in eastern Nam Bo.

In restoring and developing production and solv-
ing the problem of employment, we have striven
to improve the circulation and distribution of com-
modities, opened a number of State-run trade
establishments, and controlled the wholesale trade
of a number of necessities. We have relied on the
people in establishing a retail sales network (in-
cluding sales teams, consumer co-operatives, pur-
chasing and marketing co-operatives, and canteens
at public offices). At the same time we have had to
eliminate the comprador capitalist class, struggle
against dishonest traders, hoarders and speculators,
manage the market, and take the first steps in
transforming a number of key branches that have
a direct bearing on people’s life.

The city has suffered the serious consequences of
a protracted war and of neo-colonialism, and in this
situation keeping people’s life as stable as at present
in spite of numerous difficulties has required a tre-
mendous effort. Shortages and low living standards
are an unavoidable post-war phenomenon in any
country, and it takes time to overcome economic
difficulties.

14
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¢) Culturally and ideologicall’i:

After liberation there was enthu‘siasm and pride
in the victory of the nation, but meny people, es-
pecially those with ties of some sort to the old
regime, were complex-ridden with regard to the
revolution. They had doubts, were confused, and
worried about the policies of the revolutionary
administration, and not a few were still influenced
by the enemy’s divisive and anti-communist ideas.

Now the overwhelming majority of the city peo-
ple have a much higher political consciousness, have
understood the line and policies of the revolution,
gradually dismissed their complexes, worries and
doubts, and have realized that the country must be
reunified and must advance to socialism. Their pa-
triotism has grown and developed, socialist thoughts
have gradually penetrated deeply among the people,
especially the working people. The majority of the
people have confidence in the leadership of the
Party and of the revolutionary administration,
although they are somewhat put out at the fact
that a number of revolutionary cadres have in-
fringed upon policies, and have degenerated. They
have confidence in the new system, in their own
future and that of their children.

Whereas before people disliked, feared or despised
manual labour, almost everybody has now realized
that labour is necessary and honourable, and they
join in the labour movements for increased produc-
tion, have left to build new economic zones, and
take part in street cleaning, sanitation work and
other social activities.
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Broad masses Q} the people have also taken the
1rst step in reah,jng their right to collective mast-
ery of society. Many people’s ideas about their
relationship with the community, relationships
within a family, and their way of thinking and
living have visibly changed.

As a result of these changes, although life is still
difficult for people, many movements for revolu-
tionary activity continue in the city, with the labour
movement for increased productivity at the core.
Hundreds of thousands of people of all strata are
involved, creating a seething revolutionary atmos-
phere. In these movements tens of thousands of
vanguard workers, farmers, young people, and
women, and thousands of “good nephews and nieces
of Uncle Ho” have emerged. These are typical
examples of the new people who ardently love their
country, hate the old regime and firmly dissociate
themselves from it; people who have become col-
lective masters of society, courageously engaged in
labour and are striving to endure and overcome
difficulties to fulfil their tasks.

The cultural and intellectual life of the people,
the working people in particular, has been visibly
improved. In 1976, more than 22 million attendanc-
es were recorded at lectures and discussions on the
revolutionary administration’s line and policies, at
gatherings, study sessions, talks, rallies, and sepa-
rate propaganda sessions. There were over two
million visits at more than 200 exhibitions. On
average each Saigon citizen saw 3.8 performances
and 2.4 films, and was distributed 0.8 book.
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Almost one million school pupils receive free
tuition according to the revolutionary programme
in 636 general education schools, 559 infant schools
and ciasses, and hundreds of complementary educa-
tion schools and classes. Illiteracy has in the main
been eliminated, most school-age children of work-
ing people go to school, and the social composition
of the school population has been transformed.

The public health network extends down to the
grass-roots units. On average, there is one medical
worker for every 350 inhabitants, one doctor for
every 5,000 inhabitants, and 20 hospital beds for
every 10,000 inhabitants.

Cultural, literacy, artistic, and physical culture
and sports activities are the centent of a seething
and diversified mass movement. The war invalid
and social affairs service has begun to deal with
& number of questions concerning policy toward
disabled ex-servicemen, families of war dead and
families that have rendered reritoricus services to
the revolution, and retired public employees. At the
same time our city has pcoled efforts to give med-
ical treatment to, educate, and transform through
labour. large numbers of former drug-addicts and
prostitutes. and has had good results.

In briel, we can say that the achievements of
the past two years have been considerable and
fundamental. However, there have also been many

shortcomings and weaknesses. and we have had
many difficulties and problems to solve.
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II. Remaining Difficulties.

Our city faces the following main obstacles in its
advance :

Firstly, the non-socialist relations cf production.
Private capitalist economy, with its speculatory.
anarchic character, its goal of maximizing profits,
causes an unstable market and erratic prices, hinders
economic planning, prevents people’s lives from
being stabilized, and generally makes life difficult.

Private capitalist manipulation of a large number
of the small traders and small shop-owners and a
number of middle peasants interferes with small
producers becoming collectivized. It hinders the
strengthening of the worker-peasant alliance, and
the development of small industry and handicraft
production and agriculture.

The non-socialist relations of production are also
the root cause of many social evils which disturb
public security and order. In addition, small and
individual production does not favour the applica-
ticn of technological advances, and therefore
hampers the increase of labour productivity.

Secondly, there is an excessive proportion of
non-productive forces (more than 85%), with
500,000 jobless. Jobs have to be provided for 100,000
more young people of work-age cvery year. The
inner part of the city is overcrowded. With such a
high population density, it is impossible to trans-
form the city into a civilized, modern and socialist
city without re-distributing the work force an‘
relocating the population.

18

Thirdly, there are vestiges of the neo-colonialist
ideology and culture to be dealt with. These are
reflected in a selfish and parasitic way of life, the
search for physical pleasures, the fear of physical
labour, and most clearly in social evils. In addition
to this, the bourgeoisie and the reactionaries scheme
to keep on sabotaging our socialist construction.

Fourthly, the revolution has entered a new stage -
but there are many cadres and Party members who
were not sufficiently prepared for it through educa-
tion in its line and policies, and so did not fully
understand the nature of the new revolutionary
stage, of the class struggle in this stage, and the
struggle between the two roads — socialism and
capitalism.

The majority of cadres and Party members are
basically good. They have been trained and tested
in the hard and fierce struggle against the US
imperialists and their lackeys and forged in the
current socialist construction. Many cadres and

arty members appointed by the Party Central
Committee, though physically weak and still anxious
about the difficult living conditions of their families,
have consistently maintained their attitude of
solidarity and their confidence in and reliance on
the masses. and they work devotedly day and night.
Cn ihe other hand, we severely criticize a number
of comrades whose fighting spirit has dwindled,
who have degenerated, allowed themselves to be
corrupted or have shown an overbearing and
authoritarian attitude toward the people, and have
violated the people’s right to collective mastery.
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Our organisational structure has been strength-
ened, but is not homogeneous throughout. Eco-
nomic and social management is still weak. Our
organisation and style of work are still sporadic,
guerrilla-like, bureaucratic and fraught with red-
tape. Efforts have been made to foster and train
cadres, but these efforts still fall far short of the
requirements of the new stage, in which the main
tasks are organisation and development and in
which a factor vital to success is a knowledge of
practical organization.

By correctly assessing our successes, recognising
our difficulties, mistakes and shortcomings, and
keeping our sights on the road forward, we can
maintain confidence in our city’s ability to advance
and its great prospects in the new stage of the
revolution.

Over the past two years the people in our cily
and our Party Organisation have been through
great trials, and we have stood firm and are ad-
vancing steadily. The achievements we have
recorded in that period are of utmost importance.
On the one hand, they have created a fundamental
and favourable basis on which to advance further.
On the other, they have given our people and Party
Organisation self-confidence. With regard to us
communists and our conscious responsibility to the
people, we are constantly aware of our difficulties.
mistakes and shortcomings, and are trying to over-
come our weaknesses. With our ardour and enthus-
iasm, with our knowledge of the objective laws of
social development, despite temporary difficulties
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on our road forward, we are fully capable of finding
the correct orientation for our actions.

Solutions to problems are being found. But the
final answer depends on whether we can create a
revolutionary upsurge among the masses. Then
everything is possible.

II1. General Orientation and Tasks of the City
Until 1980 and its Main Tasks and Objectives in
1977-1978.

Guided by the Resolution of the Fourth Party
Congress, and proceeding from an analysis of the
situation and an appraisal of our capabilities and
prospects, we have set the following general orien-
tation and tasks for the city for 1980:

Firmly maintaining proletarian dictators::ip, we
will promote the labouring people’s right to collec-
tive mastery as we carry out the three revolutions:
revolution in the relations of production, scientific
and technological revolution, and ideological and
cultural revolution. with the scientific and tech-
nological revolution as the kingpin. We will concen-
trate all our forces on completing the socialist
transformation of industry, trade and agriculture,
on re-organizing production and distribution in line
with large-scale socialist production, on building
the material and technical basis for socialism, on
taking the first steps toward creating an industrial-
agricultural economic structure, on rationally re-
distributing the work force and relocating the
population.
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We will strive to restore and develop production,
solve the problem of unemployment, stabilize and
step by step improve the people’s living conditions ;
develop education, culture and social life; foster
new, socialist people; do away with the vestiges
of the old culture, basically eliminate social vices;
put an end to the exploitation of man by man, and
step by step do away with poverty and back-
wardness.

We will constantly heighten vigilance, conti-

nuously strengthen national defence, maintain polit-
ical security and social order, and create all

necessary conditions for the general advance of the’

entire people in a period of vigorous and all-round
development of socialist construction.

Proceeding from the above general orientation
and tasks, the tasks and objeclives of the city in
1977-1978 are:

1. To concentrate forces on transforming the non-
socialist relations of production as steps on the way
to developing production and stabilizing and
improving the people’s living conditions, transfor-
mation must be closely linked with construction,
reorganisation of production, and redeployment of
the city’s work force. The aim is strong growth
in the State-run and joint State-private economic
sectors, and to make it possible for the State econ-
omy to effectively play the leading and guiding
role with regard to the other economic sectors.

In 1977 and 1978 we must make all-out efforts
to complete the transformation of private capitalist
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industry and trade, first of all capitalist trade, and
transfer most of the small traders to production.

Along with the transformation of industry and
trade, we must not delay in carrying out socialist
transformation of the other economic branches.
Special attention must be paid to the transformation
of a number of key branches related to production
and to people’s lives. We must mobilize and organ-
ize most of the small industry and handicraft work-
ers to engage in suitable forms of collective produc-
tion. We must motivate individual farmers to
engage in collective production by organizing them
into production solidarity teams and production
collectives and by setting up experimental agricul-
tural co-operatives, so as to basically complete
agricultural cooperativization by 1979.

2. To restore and develop production, stabilize
and further improve the people’s living conditions,
first of all, we must make full use of all potential
and all existing technical equipment, bring into
play the city’s advantages in industrial production,
especially in light and small industries and hand-
icrafts, and make industry serve agricultural
production.

By 1978 we must reach about 800 million dong
in lccal industry output value, and take in some
50.000 more industrial workers, not including those
to be employed in small industry and handicrafts
and centrally-run industries.

The agricultural belt must supply the city with
most of its {oodstuffs, and produce [Or export, as
well as supplying food to suburban Peasants and
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for animal husbandry. We must strengthen the
material and technical basis of agriculture by
intensive cultivation, crop multiplication, land
reclamation and expansion of cultivable area, and
strive to produce 300,000 tons of starch foods in
1980. Attention must be paid to building key indus-
trial enterprises in the suburbs and step by step
shape up the agro-industrial district structure. We
must fully equip the district and suburban village
engineering workshops and build the processing
establishments necessary for agriculture.

While promoting the development of industry —
especially light industry and agriculture in subur-
ban areas —, we must attach importance to devel-
oping a number of necessary heavy industry
establishments in the city and building up a rational
urban industrial structure as part of the national
industrial structure.

By carrying out a rational re-distribution of the
work force, we will be able to basically solve the
problem of unemployment within about two years.
transfer most former traders to production, and
rationally redeploy the labour force and relocate
the populaticn of the city and its suburbs. Besides
employing about 200,000 workers for centrally-run
and local economic establishments in 1977, 1978
and 1979, we must motivate some 700,000 more
people to return to their native villages or go to
new economic zones, and relocate other people in
the suburban districts so that the city’s population
will fall to around 2.5 million, with 1.5 million in
the inner city and the rest in the suburbs.
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Along with economic rehabilitation and develop-_
ment, efforts will be made to meet the fundamenta]
needs of the people, namely clothing, housing,
education, and health, and to stabilize and gradually
improve life for them.

3. To promote the ideological and cultural revo-
lution, we must take steps to create a new culture
and foster new, socialist people, carry out broad
and far-reaching propaganda and education on
Marxism-~Leninism and the line and policies of
the Party, and gradually sweep away the vestiges
of neo-colonialist ideology and culture. In the
immediate future, we must widely popularise the
resolutions of the Fourth Party Congress, enhance
patriotism, educate the people and public employees
in socialist ideology and the sense of collective
mastery of society, help them acquire a correct
outlook on labour, and make clear the distinction
between working and leading a parasitic life,
between collectivism and individualism, and foster
a new way of life and the new-culture family.

We must basically complete the educational
reform, quickly eliminate illiteracy and develop
complementary education and infant education.

We must develop the hygiene and prophylaxis
movement, and mother and child care, carry out
birth control, and expand the medical network in
wards and villages paying particular attention to
the working people’s quarters and suburban areas.
We must encourage physical culture and sports,
cultural and artistic activities among the masses,
start cultural and public utility projects, develop
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art and culture and improve the information,
broadcasting, teleViSion, press and publication ser-
vices. Due consideration must be given to the devel-
opment of science and technology; bold use must
be made of the scientific and technical workers in
the newly liberated zones, and new scientific and
technical workers must be trained. We must give
attention to the study of social sciences. We must
develop war invalid and social welfare activities,
make it possible for war invalids to take part in
production, fully implement the policies regarding
war invalids, the families of war dead, families
that have rendered meritorious services _ to the
revolution, and retired public employees.

We must eliminate a great number of social vices
and dangerous social diseases.

4. To help the working people to exercise their
Tight to collective mastery, we must strengthen and
improve the people’s administration at all levels,
especially in districts, wards and villages ; clearly
define the functions and tasks of each level ; in-
crease the effectiveness of the people’s administration,
and bring it to bear not only in maintaining political
security and social order and in administrative
management but also in the management of the
economy, and cultural and social life.

Through elections of the people’s councils at all
levels we must quickly consolidate the people’s
committees, replace corrupted cadres, and eliminate
bureaucracy, authoritarianism and red tape. We
must increase the people’s control and supervision

-
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of the administration, correctly carry out the three-
fold principle of leadership by the Party, mana}ge-
ment by the administration, and mastery of society
by the people,

We must attach great importance to consolidating
and strengthening the military and security forces
to help them fulfil their tasks of firmly maintaining
political security and social order, and promptly
suppressing counter-revolutionary activities.

We must conduet studies in order to improve and
build a new system of economic management, gnd
bring the role of the masses, chiefly the working
class, into full play in managing the economy an'd
the separate enterprises. We must arrive at a divi-
sion of responsibilities among various levels of city
management, and propose that the Party Central
Committee promptly make a decision on the division
of responsibilities between the city and the minis-
tries and centrally-run organs.

While ensuring the exercise of the working
people’s right to collective mastery, chiefly throu'-gh
the State, it is necessary to achieve it in practice
thrcugh mass organizations. The Party organisations
at all levels must pay attention to mass agitation
and the work of the Fatherland Front, to strength-
ening the leadership of mass organisations,
strengthening the latter in both numbers and qual-
ity. increasing the role of mass organisations and
their activities in educating and motivating their
members and the masses at large to carry out the
line and policies of the Party and the State and take
part in and supervise the work of State organs.
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5. To make the Party very strong politically,
ideologically and 6rganizationally, we must speedily
raise the leadership and organizational capacity of
the Party Organisation to meet the requirements
of the political task in the new stage of the
revolution.

The orientation for building the Party politically
and ideologically is to instill into its members the
socialist and communist ideologies, to encourage
them to maintain and raise their revolutionary
ardour and offensive spirit further, enhance their
working-class character, increase the Party’s all-
round leadership, combine the revolutionary and
scientific character of the Party, combine its inde-
pendent and sovereign spirit with its creativeness
both in applying its line and policies and in orga-
nizing their implementation.

We must resolutely overcome petty-bourgeois
ideology, combat all influences of bourgeois ideology
and vestiges of feudal ideology, struggle against
all manifestations of individualism, sectarianism,
departmentalism, selfishness, bureaucracy, over-
bearingness, authoritarianism, aloofness from the
masses, and corruption. We must stick to and
develop the tradition of solidarity within the City
Party Organization, and maintain close ties between
the Party and the masses.

We must show particular concern for consolidat-
ing and strengthening the Party organisations at
the grassroots leve], especially in wards and villages.
We must also strengthen the Ho Chi Minh Com-
munist Youth Union organizations.
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We must plan the mass training of cadres _in
different forms, both full-time and in-service train-
ing, long-term and short-term trair}ing. We' must
pay particular attention to in-service tralmng. of
cadres and to work-and-study courses with a view
to meeting the requirements of the political task
in the present stage.

We must achieve good solidarity among the
various kinds of cadres and make satisfactory use
of their talents.

We must improve our style of work, hold fewer
meetings, reduce red tape, and keep in closer
contact with grassroots organizations and the
masses.

(From the daily Saigon Giai Phong,
April 15, 1977).




SAIGON — HO CHI MINH CITY

I. From Motor to Pedal Transport.

Professos T. rides a biiyile to work every mor-
ning. This is a strange sight for his neighbours, who
watch this well-known physician in Saigon pedal
away from his villa while his two Japanese cars
sit idle in the garage. During the past year and a
half increasing numbers of bicycles have invaded
the streets of Saigon, gradually replacing the motor-
ized vehicles which have been choking the city
with their endless backfiring and fumes.

Watching the bicycles gliding along the streets
of Saigon, I .remembered a joking remark made
about Hanoi by a Western journalist, who described
this two-wheeled vehicle as the “symbol of Viet-
namese socialism”.

The bicycle is of course no more socialist than
capitalist. In terms of transport, it simply marks a
stage of economic development, being the ideal
vehicle for a country where industrialization has
just begun. Owning a bicycle means considerable
progress to a poor worker of an underdeveloped
country, and it is this progress that socialism has
brought to millions of people in the North.

For Saigonese, however, is abandoning motorized
vehicles for bicycles a step forward or backward ?
Industry in Saigon is no more developed than it is
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in Hanoi; and in some respects, it is even lesg
advanced. The hundreds of thousands of cars, trucks
and coaches, the million or so scooters and motor-
cycles that streamed back and forth across the
southern part of the country were simply an
anomaly. Each year the Thieu regime imported 150
million dollars worth of fuel, while its exports did
not exceed 30 million all told.

Petrol, cars and Honda motorcycles were not the
only imported goods. I had an opportunity to make
a tour of Saigon’s central market a week before
Tet. Flowers and fruit were the only Vietnamese
products. The rest — electric razors, transistor
radios, tape-recorders, cassette recorders, stereo
sets, irons, luggage, nylon, tetron and other syn-
thetic fabrics, perfume, and so on, — leaves you
with the impression of having strayed into a Tokyo.
Paris or New York supermarket.

All the gadgetry of a consumer society was on
display. You have to go to village markets or to
small hamlets to see local products: there, baskets,
plaited bamboo, rattan or reed-leaf hats are making
@ timid reappearance. Increasing amounts of handi-
craft products are already feeding a thriving export
Trade. In Saigon itself workshops where bamboo
blinds, weollen knitwear, baskets, woollen tapestries
anl jute carpets are made are springing up like
mushrooms. I even saw student-curates in a semi-
nary making blinds for export to socialist countries.

Going back to using bicycles in a city where
I_notorized vehicles still abound, taking up hand-
icrafts again while an enormous variety of industrial
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products still fill the markets in profusion, striving
to increase export trade when people have recently
been quite content with importing up to now; all
this means going back little by little to an economic
life which is healthy and normal for a country still
taking its first steps towards industrialization.

These are the beginnings of a new life, or at least
the signs of the end of a long ailment. To replace
the too costly GIs by local mercenaries, Washington
flooded southern Viet Nam with consumer goods
which kept the Thieu regime alive (the US spent
30 billion dollars a year on half a million GlIs, but
only 2 billion dollars on one million Thieu soldiers).

This flood of goods left an entirely unproductive
city, whose population lives mostly on trafficking
and more or less illusory “services”. Eighty per
cent of the people in this overpopulated city do no
socially useful work. Altogether in the cities and
townships in the South, there were several million
people who thus found themselves jobless overnight,
people more used to doing “business’ than to work-
ing with their own hands.

Disturbing, agonizing figures flashed through my
mind as I mingled with the thick crowd milling
about in and around Saigon’s central market.
Eighty-five per cent of the population in southern
Viet Nam in 1960 was a rural population, 35 per
cent in 1974, 50% having been “urbanized” by dint
of bombing and herded into the cities and resettle-
ment centres.
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A thirty-five per cent rural population is the sort
of figure one finds in a highly industrialized coun-
try. and the South should go back to at least 70
per cent agricultural population. The implied reset-
tlement of several million people is a double task,
invelving both creating jobs in the cities, develop-
ing handicrafts, industry, and cultural activities,
and the return of a certain number of the people
to their former villages. But, as the native villages
of many of them were destroyed during the war,
new economic zones must be created for them to
go to.

Figures are available on what has already been
done along these lines: more than half a million
people have settled in new economic zones, 100
handicraft and small industry enterprises have been
established. Small and light industries are already
TQ,upplying a large quantity of commodities, includ-
mgg bicycle spare parts, tinned fruit, ceramics and
ciectric fans, to the State export services and for
daily consumption. All this has not yet absorbed
most of the manpower. Several hundred thousand
shop-owners, coffee-house and cook-shop keepers,
gnd hawkers still spend their time trading, traf-
%lckiingk speculating, making prices waltz, and poc-
“2ting substantial incomes. Worse still, many young
'{F)eople shy away from work, preferring to traffic
for a living.

But wheels are beginning to turn now. The State
rade services are gradually extending their net-
E’Ork coordinating their work with the local mar-
eting cooperatives that the population and the
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workers have set up in the town, in enterprises and
in public offices. Everybody, including the traffick-
ers, knows that the day of all these “services”, the
panoply of trafficking, which are among the worst
sequels of the neo-colonial regime, are numbered.

With a few more years’ effort, Saigon will be-
come a very important producer city and cultural
centre. The revolutionary power has closed private
banks, and private rice and foreign trade operations
are no longer permitted. This has pruned the roots
of the small and medium trading, causing the efflor-
escence to wither little by little.

The battle continues however, and is still close,
as there are still hundreds of thousands of people
trying to profiteer in countless different ways—
often unlawful —so as to avoid taking regular
employment. Administrative measures, reeducation
and economic measures are the “joint forces” the
revolutionary administration is setting in motion,
and they owe their strength to both the State ma-
chinery and the people’s organizations. Dispensing
this medicine is a delicate operation and requires
both technical skill and a keen sense of human
problems on the part of the cadres.

Outwardly Saigon still resembles big cities like
Calcutta, Djakarta or Singapore : high-rises jostle
filthy slums, industrial consumer goods imported
from Europe or Japan set the tone, and there is
double pollution in the sense that tropical endemic
diseases — malaria, cholera, even plague and dengue
fever — still occur, while the smell of petrol and
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the din of vehicles fray the nerves of the popula-
tion. But underneath Saigon has begun to change.

No matter what difficulties are involved, nobody
is left to his or her fate here. I strolled along many
streets at night, and despite the weather being very
mild, I saw very few people sleeping on the pave-
ments (I have seen tens of thousands doing so in
other tropical cities). All families’ minimum daily
needs —rice and other staple commodities — are
guaranteed. Before the Tet festival, the State stores
and mass organizations saw to it that all families
could buy traditional foods and delicacies at very
low prices, while prices on the free market were
exorbitant. Private cars are disappearing little by
little from the city traffic, and the disparity of in-
comes drops gradually as more and more State
services and enterprises are set up. Western films
that are pornographic or incite violence are no
longer seen on cinema and television screens, and
dancing bars, snack bars, opium dens, and brothels
have been closed.

Little by little Saigon is changing into Ho Chi
Minh City.

II. From Third Force to National Front.

I met Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh in her hospital room.
The long years she spent in jail have marked her
frail tiny body, but she is as lively and exuberant
as ever. Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh is physically very
Weak, but she manages to fulfill her multiple func-
tions as deputy to the National Assembly, member
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of the City People’s Committee, member of the
leading body of the National Front, cf the Women’s
Union, and the Lawyers’ Association. I {ound her
sitting on her hospital bed typing a long report.

“There’s so much work to do,” she said by way
of an apology, “that it’s impossible for me to follow
the doctor’s advice strictly. The liberation of the
country has given us wings and I'd like to be able
to work round the clock.”

I told her that some Western newspapers have
been saying that she. has been put under house
arrest and that she and other “Third Force” intel-
lectuals have been forced to go digging. She burst
out laughing.

“Those people don’t understand anything at all.
I fought against Thieu and against the Americans
to defend our national independence and our most
sacred moral values. Whom do they want me to
fight now ? It is political childishness to think that
one can remain pure only in opposition to whatever
regime is in power. Why do they want me to oppose
the reunification of the country, the abolition of
trafficking and private ownership of the main
means of production ?

“It is the people’s army and the Communist Party
that liberated the country, liberated Saigon, and
liberated me. Why do they want me to oppose this
army, oppose the Party ? Why should I found an
opposition party ? I have lived long enough in the
West to understand both the value and the limita-
tions of the multi-party system, and I do not think
it is the sole model for democracy. We have the
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Communist Party, the socialist State, the National
Front, and the various people’s organizations. Above
all, we are moving toward establishing collective
ownership of the means of production. We have to
build our own democracy, socialist and Vietnamese
democracy, and not by aping the West. It has been
a very natural evolution and a real liberation for
me to go from opposition to Thieu to full partici-
pation in the new regime to build a reunified, in-
dependent, and socialist Viet Nam.”

“You talk of democracy. Some people in the West,
including personal friends of yours, reproach you
for approving of the system of reeducation camps...”

Mrs. Thanh did not give me time to finish my
sentence. She gave a start and said:

“I am a lawyer and as ingrained a democrat as
anyone. Having been in prison many times, I highly
appreciate freedom, my own and others’. We have
restored freedom to more than one million (Thieu)
soldiers and policemen. They even voted in the
general elections (of April 1976 — Ed.) There have
never been any political reprisals.

“As a lawyer and a democrat, I have no qualms
of conscience whatsoever in assuming all the tasks
broposed by the revolutionary administration. On
the other hand.1 have had personal experience of
Stme members of the former regime: of officers,
_paciﬁcation agents and torturers. If these men were
Immediately set free, few would hesitate to foment
an armed counter-revolution. Washington has train-
ed and indoctrinated them for just that. Now and
then, some of them will set off a mine in a factory,
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or fire on a coach travelling through a mountain
region. Those people got rich with the Americans.
many of them have killed, tortured, and ordered
whole villages burnt. Today, they are in camps
where nobody tortures them, where they are fed
and lodged at least as well as the soldiers of the
people’s army are. All that is demanded of them
is that they do some manual work, ponder over
their past, over the regime they served, and over
the revolution

“When it is certain that one of them is no longer
dangerous, he is freed. It’s hard for the family, it’s
hard for a former general or colonel to go and live
in a hut, and lay bricks or carpenter. But we just
cannot jeopardize th,e safety of the entire population
simply to meet abstract demands for democracy and
liberty.”

“And the famous Third Force,” I said, “people
also reproach you for having buried it.”

A much calmer Mrs. Thanh smiled.

“You have seen my friends, Professor Ly Chanh
Trung, Lawyer Nguyen Long, the Reverend Phan
Khaec Tu, and other well-known intellectuals in
Saigon : you must be aware of the position and the
frame of mind of personalities of the former Third
Force.”
~ As it happens, I have had long conversations with
these men and other Saigon intellectuals. Politically
they were more or less “Third Force” under the
former regime. They were against Thieu and against
US intervention; some of them had contacts with
resistance organs, others didn’t; some of them had
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4 fairly profound theoretical knowledge of socialism,
others had no ideas on the subject.

For those who were very deeply involved politi-
cally, who had practical experience of political
struggle, of the prisons, the switch to full partici-
pation in the new regime has been, as Mrs. Thanh
put it, quite natural. The bookish education they
had had was Western, bourgeois that is, but what
they have experienced — the national humiliation of
+he two French colonial regimes, then the anguish
of seeing a society disintegrate before their eyes as
a result of the introduction of the American way
of life, and an invasion by a mounting wave of
superstitions — all this has led them toward
socialism.

I met Dr. Tran Van Du in his private laboratory.
In between two medical analyses made for his cus-
tomary clientele, he was doing research on leaven
{formerly imported) to be supplied to Saigon bak-
eries. He has even been to Hanoi to see how bakeries
produce leaven.

“My clients’ fees,” he told me, “are what I live
on, but it’s only now, at the age of 60, that I have
really begun to work. In the past we lived on im-
ported materials and techniques: this was an um-
bilical cord tying our factories and laboratories to
firms and institutes in the West. Now that we have
political independence, we have to conquer independ-
ence in the scientific and technological field. It’s
hard. but engrossing. I hope that my laboratory will
<oon be made a government research unit where
I will simply earn a scientific worker's salary.”
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“What are your relations with the authorities 7’
I asked.

“I sometimes have difficulties getting fuel supplies
and chemicals, and I sometimes disagree on some
practical questions, but as we all agree on basics —
conquering scientific independence at all costs —
this irons out quite a few difficulties. I believe that’s
what the National Front, of which I am a member,
means. I must have a thousand material problems
to solve, including questions of organization, but
today I can give full scope to my scientific and
technical initiative.”

Basic agreement on the major political and human
options, and multiple difficulties on the practical
plane, and daily disputes, even conflicts: such is,
I think, the situation of Saigon intellectuals in their
relations with the revolutionary power.

The Reverend Phan Khac Tu, who received me in
a mechanical engineering workshop he had founded
for Catholic workers and seminarists, told me :

“In our meetings, in study sessions on Marxism
in particular, Christians and Communists often -ex-
change views. But I think that the real dialogue is
on the practical plane. In the past, it concerned
the common struggle for national independence.
Today, it concerns the work of building a new,
equitable and humane society. The gospel has lost
none of its truth with the fall of the old regime.”

And this priest finds it quite natural that he has
become an active member of the National Front.

Professor Ly Chanh Trung and Mr. Nguyen Long.

40

the lawyer, share the same view. They were tem-
porarily separated from the National Front for
Liberation by the whole military and police ma-
chinery set up by the Americans, but now that this
machine has been smashed, nothing prevents them
from rejoining the ranks of a broader National
Front, and from bringing with them friends and
colleagues who have never before joined any polit-
ical organization. Why a ‘third force today ? The
point is not to share out seats as in an electoral
bout in bourgeois democracy, but to work together
to rebuild a country ravaged by 30 years of war,
to build together a national culture which looks to
the future while respecting the values of the past.

This respect for the values of the past by the
revolutionary power still amazes many Saigon in-
fellectuals. Many of them have asked me about the
translation of Kieu, a national poem known to all
Vietnamese. Why did the North celebrate so so-
lemnly the bi-centenary of the poet Nguyen Du,
the author of Kieu, in 1965, when US planes had
already started bombing the country ? Wasn’t
Nguyen Du a reactionary ? After all, he struggled
against the Tay Son peasant uprising. Isn’t Kieu
riddled with lines that preach resignation to destiny,
and renunciation of love and other joys of life ?

To a group of high-school teachers, I replied :

“One judges a poet by his work, by the influence
he has exerted. Nguyen Du was a mandarin, but
Kieu as a whole was inspired by very strong oppo-
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sition to the feudal regime, and flayed kings and
madarins in no uncertain terms. In an absolute
monarchy, Nguyen Du had the courage to sing the
praises of a rebel. In a society in which women lived
according to Confucian do’s and don’ts, Nguyen Du
defended young women’s freedom to love. He also
revived our national language, putting the rich
treasure of classical literature within reach of the
popular masses. One cannot reproach him for not
being a Marxist, for not grasping the historic signif-
icance of the Tay Son uprising. He has enough
merits to be considered one of the great figures of
our national history.”

For many Saigon intellectuals, liberation has also
meant rediscovery of the beauty of the national
culture. Physicians no longer look down upon tra-
ditional medicine, artists find matchless models in
the statues at Tay Phuong pagoda (west of Hanoi —
Ed.) or in the bronze drums. For all of them, the
gate to the future has been opened, the “strait
gate” of the national effort to be pursued in auster-
ity, after all the mirages and nightmares of the
neo-colonial period.

I have met engineers and architects off to choose
sites for new electric power plants, putting finishing
touches to plans for the manufacture of new pro-
duets, or laying out new roads, parks of industrial
suburbs.

I have watched a hundred agro-engineers leaving
for the suburbs to help create a green belt for thig
city of 3.5 million inhabitants.
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Of course, some still hanker after the time of
easy money and pleasures, and their thoughts are
in New York or Paris. Will they be the last rem-
nants of a past and finished colonial epoch or will
they in their turn become involved in the advance
of our entire people?

February 1977
NGUYEN KHAC VIEN
VIET NAM COURIER

No. 59 — April 1977
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DISTRICT ONE, HO CHI MINH CITY
EIGHTEEN MONTHS AFTER LIBERATION

District 1 (embracing the 1st and 2nd districts
of former Saigon) stretches over an area of 7.7
square kilometres and has a population of
250,000. It is one of the seven inner districts of
Ho Chi Minh City, and under the US-puppet
regime was one of the political centres and a
model of the US neo-colonialist society in south-
ern Viet Nam in many fields.

Our correspondent met Tran Van Cau, Secret-
ary of the Viet Nam Workers’' Party Committee
in District 1 recently, and he inquired about the
fundamental changes that have taken place
in this area since liberation, changes that can
also be seen in the other towns and cities of
southern Viet Nam.

Question: More than a year and a half has
elapsed since the complete liberation of South Viet
Nam. This tremendous revolutionary gain of our
people has been firmly defended and consolidated
with each passing day. In your view, what task has
been of prime importance, and how has it been
carried out in your District ? What has the role of
the masses been in this connection ?

Answer: As everybody knows, the fundamental
question of the revolution is the question of State
powér: the task of the revolution is not only to
abolish the reactionary administration, but also to
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build a firm, effective revolutionary administration,
and use it as the most important tool in building
{he new society. So after overthrowing the puppet
administration of the US, the work of building the
revolutionary power of the people at all levels,
especially grassroots level, was given priority and
became the most urgent and important task of the
revolution.

Combining military attacks with political upris-
ings, the people in our district rose to disarm the
enemy in the days immediately following liberation,
taking over the public offices and setting up People’s
Revolutionary Committees in all wards and sub-
wards. However, some negative and opportunist
clements, including not a few former agents and
spies of the enemy, took advantage of the instability
of the situation during the first days, when the pres-
ence of the revolutionary forces was not so strongly
felt, to infiltrate administrative organs at various
levels. This led to incorrect execution of the undertak-
ings and policies of the government in some places.
Worse still, government undertakings and policies
were biased and distorted by these elements, which
caused misunderstanding and even mistrust of the
revolution among some of the people. Accordingly,
in execution of a directive of the City Party Com-
mittee, the Party Committee in our district quickly
worked out a plan for mobilizing all Party members
and the entire armed forces and population in the
distriet to concentrate on building, consolidating
and gradually cleaning up the administrative appar-
atus from district down to grassroots level, in order
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to safeguard the revolutionary gains and ensure the
smooth running of daily affairs. Along with stepping
up the training of cadres to reinforce the adminis-
trative apparatus, the District Party Committee and
administration launched a mass movement to involve
the masses in building and consolidating the revolu-
tionary power. By relying on the masses, through
the pecple’s congresses held in every ward and sub-
ward, and with the assistance of specialized agencies,
the administration of various levels in the district
has eliminated more than 300 bad elements from
the power structure. We can say that all of the ad-
ministrative organizations at all levels in the district
have been consolidated now, and have begun system-
atic activities which reflect the absolute leader-
ship of the Party and the collective mastery of
the people.

It must be added that the consolidation of the
revolutionary power is inseparable from the consol-
idation and development of the revolutionary forces
of the masses. The number of Party members has
increased, including local admission, and we have
increased the local Party membership twentyfold
compared with pre-liberation days. The Party organ-
ization is now capable of providing leadership in
all fields in the district. The stormy mass uprisings
and other revolutionary mass movements have also
led to the revolutionary organizations of the masses
growing rapidly. Present membership of the Ho Chi
Minh Working Youth Union, Trade Unions and
Women’s Union in our district totals more than
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50.000, 95 of whom have been admitted since liber-
ation. This does not include the more than 20,000
Young Pioneers. This considerable force constitutes
a reliable prop for the revolutionary power. Under
the guidance of the District Party Committee, these
mass organizations have delegated cadres to various
organs of power, and in this way strengthened the
ties between the administration and the people, and
paved the way for the role of the masses as collec~
tive masters of society to grow.

Political discussions and people’s congresses have
been held in every street, ward and factory, and
here the people have both courageously criticized
the administrative organs, and made suggestions in
a very constructive spirit about a wide range of
problems, from economic management to admin-
istrative procedures and the behaviour of cadres.
These discussions and congresses have furnished our
Party organizations with many apt suggestions as to
how to remedy our style of work and educate our
cadres. The people must take part in both superin-
tending and building the administration, so we have
instructed administrative executives at grassroots
level to make regular reports to the people with a
view to further enhancing the function of the admin-
istrative bodies. To ensure democratic rights to the
people, we have set up a Party control commission
and an administration control board, and issued
strict orders against any suppression of the right
of criticism and other democratic liberties of

the people.
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The brilliant results of the general elections held
for the National Assembly of the whole country is
eloquent proof of the success of our efforts. The
turnout was as high as 98.7% in our district. There
has been a series of successes in a wide range of
revolutionary activities, the most recent of which
is the lively movement among the young people
to register for military service (99.3% of the young
men of military duty age in the district, regardless
of ethnic origin and religious creed, have registered
for enlistment). All this is convincing proof not
only that the confidence of the people in the Party
and the revolutionary administration has been
increasing, but also that the people have become
increasingly conscious of their role as collective
masters.

Question : The First District was a very important
area in preliberation Saigon and was regarded by
some as the capital within the capital of the puppet
regime. This could not but pose many complex
political problems. What has the situation been in
practice ? What measures have the Party organiza-
tion and administrative organs in the district taken
to ensure political security and social order ?

Answer: Under the US-puppet regime, the First
District was not only the nerve-centre of the whole
puppet administration system and the headquarters
of reactionary parties and organizations of all
colours, but also the residential quarter of dozens of
puppet army and police officers. There were many
famous hotels and notorious places of debauchery
here as well as some of the biggest markets of
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former Salgon, such as the Ben Thanh and Cau Ong
Lanh markets. This means that our district had g
most heterogenous populaticn with only 20% work-
crs. More than 25,000 former officers and soldiers
7f the puppet army and employees of the puppet
administration (i.e 10", of the population of the
district) live here, as do 10,000 hocligans, prostitutes,
drug addicts, brothel owners and other riffraff who
between them used to commit a good twenty
major rcbberies, thefts and swindles daily.

Anyone can see that the situation was far from
vasy to handle, but as we all know, no “bloodbaths”,
reprisals or coercion of any kind have heen perpe-
trated in solving these prcblems. The revolutionary
administrations has explained and carried out the
generous  pelicy of the Party, and organized an
orderly registration of those who worked for the
Saigon regime and the US aggressors. More than
20,000 soldiers, officers and public employees of the
former regime, including many cruel agents who went
nio hiding at the fall of the Saigon regime and
were persuaded by their families to come back, have
teperted to the revolutionary administration. They
Nave been sent to policical re-education courses de-
signed to help them understand the real nature of the
schemes of the enemy as well as their past misdeeds,
and decide for themselves the right way to resume
'tfe among the people and the nation: The majority
»f them have heen allowed to return to their families
ind take up an honest profession. Up to April 1976,

#59 of them had had their citizen's rights restored,
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and on April 25, they joined the rest of the people
in electing the National Assembly of the whole
country. Some who made outstanding progress and
showed rapid political awakening, have won the
trust of the people and been given important tasks.
This is the case of a former captain of the puppet
army who has been appointed to the Fatherland
Front Committee in the district.

However, some of these people with long-standing
ties with US neo-colonialism have felt prompted to
engage in sabotage activities against the revolution.
A number of others, despite having attended re-
education courses, have found it hard to break with
the old mode of life, and have even joined bands of
armed thugs or counter-revolutionaries and created
political disturbances and disrupted public order.
For this reason ensuring a peaceful life for the peo-
ple, an urgent demand of the masses, remains a
prime concern of the revolutionary power.

Since liberation, the administrative organs at all
levels in the district, together with the security
service, have conducted unrelenting campaigns to
track down and repress the remaining counter-
revolutionary elements and sweep away vestiges of
the old regime. With the active participation and
assistance of the masses, they have found their way
to hundreds of former soldiers and agents who had
refused to report to the new administration and
attend re-education courses, as well as to hundreds
of the ringleaders of armed robbery gangs, owners
of brothels and drug-pushers. As a result, over the
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past year and a half, all plots and acts of the coun-
ter-revolutionaries have been discovered before they
were effectuated, all except for the explosion of a
grenade in the Nguyen Van Hao theatre on the night
of April 14, 1976, which could not be detected in
advance. The number of robberies and hold-ups has
dropped by 60 to 70%. The people in the district
feel altogether much more secure in the new life
they are building.

Question : To what extent has the life of the
people in the district been stabilized in these difficult
post-war conditions, especially when there are such
far-reaching sequels of neo-colonialism to be dealt
with ?

Answer : The following figures give an idea of
the “legacy” left by the US-puppet regime: more
than 40,000 people were threatened by famine, there
were 60,000 unemployed and loafers (i.e. almost one-
third of the work force in the district), to say nothing
of the innumerable social evils.

We mobilized the people to use their own resources
to tide them over the initial difficulties, and we
distributed hundreds of tons of relief rice to tens of
thousands of needy people, regardless of their former
social standing and political affiliation. As a result,
nobody died of famine. At the same time we took
various measures to create jobs and stabilize living
conditions. The revolutionary administration has
gone about rehabilitating and transforming about
i1.500 former production establishments step by step,
including the Ba Son shipbuilding yard. It also set
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up more than 30 production collectives for such peo-
ple as tailors and metal and plastic workers, with
priority consideration given to the branches using
raw materials that can be found locally or in the
country. These initiatives and cther measures have
provided jobs for almost 40,000 present and former
inhabitants of the district.

Another major concern of the revolutionary admin-
istration in our district has been the question of
distribution, especially the distribution of daily nec-
essities. Most active assistance from the Women
Union ensured rapid organization of a widespread
network of food stores in all wards, and meant that
the State-run service in our district, though newly
founded and still small, was able to play an effective
rcle in helping check the disruptive cperations of
dishonest traders.

Early last July, the first marketing co-operative
was founded in the 17th ward, chosen as pilot ward
in this work. In its initial stage the co-op embraced
only 1,200 members, mostly from working families,
with initial assets of 15,000 dong. In addition to cater-
ing for the daily needs of its members with the
commodities supplied by the State-run trade service,
sold at official prices and in fixed quantities, the
co-op also functions as a department store : consum-
er goods are sold to the local people through the
co-op. The emergence and continued growth of this
organization is bound to increase the confidence of
the masses in the revoluticnary power, because it
is effectively protecting the economic interests of
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the people and diminishing cumbersome and unnec-
essary transactions. This is the first, encouraging
experiment in finding the most rational and equi-
table mode of distribution in the city.

Question : In your opinion, what is the biggest
problem in stabilizing and improving the people’s
life ? How do you propose to tackle it and what has
been achieved so far?

Answer : The First District was already overpo-
pulated, due to the brutal US-puppet war-time policy
cf concentrating the population in urban centres,
when steady streams of forced refugees and large
numbers of puppet army troops and employees of
the puppet administration fleeing from other parts
of southern Viet Nam flooded the city during the
days preceding the liberation of Saigon. The popu-
lation density in the district grew to incredible di-
mensions, almost 32,500 persons per square Kilometre.
This overcrowding is one of the direct causes of the
rapidly rising unemployment rate, poverty and other
social evils.

The first results of the intensive efforts and ener-
getic socio-economic measures of the revolutionary
power since liberation show stabilization of the life
of the people in the district. However, a big and
seemingly illogical problem remains : quite a number
of people in our district still have to live cramped
in tumble-down hovels and have no jobs, while large
expanses of fertile land lie untilled around the city.

It is to solve these problems that we have been
implementing the Party and State policy of redistri-
buting the work force and sending people to do
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land reclamation work in new economic zones. The
serious implementation of this policy will set the
pace for the settlement of many crucial questions
. such as jobs, housing, food, medical care, education,
political security and public order, economic rehabi-
litation and development, and the building of a new,
civilized and healthy way of life. How well these
questions are solved depends to a large extent on
the redistribution of the work force and the results
achieved in building the new economic zones.

Of course, the first steps are always the most
difficult. The movements to build new economic
zones outside the city ran into difficulties at the
beginning, caused in part by the inexperience of
our cadres, inadequate preparations, the people’s fear
of breaking with a longstanding way of life, and by
the distortions and allegations made by negative
elements. But the movement has gradually won warm
response from the people with the result that over
the past 18 months, more than 30,000 people in the
1st District have gone to settle in six different new
§c0nomic zones in Song Be province and other places
in the western part of Nam Bo. In zones such as
Bu Dop, Long Hoa I and Ben Tuong, life has be-
come pretty stable, many houses have sprung up,
and the settlers have reaped one crop of rice and
fanother of sweet potatoes and cassava roots. The
impressive line-up of scores of tractors, trucks, bull-
dozers, mechanical ploughs and other mechanized
ferm implements at the ceremony held on the mor-
ning of September 5, 1976 at the Tan Dan Park (1st
District, Ho Chi Minh City) before setting out to
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the Cay Truong II new economic zone in Song Be
province, has greatly helped discredit the allegation
of a few negative elements that “going to the new
economic zones means deportation to unwholesome
forest areas”, an allegation which was not without
credit among those who hesitated to leave. It should
also be noted that all the mechanized farm imple-
ments brought along by the settlers are adequately
supplied with fuel by the revolutionary administra-
tion. The latter have made clear to the settlers
that they are free to build houses to their own
liking, on plots of land of their own choice, instead
of the uniform thatch-roofed houses built for them
by the State.

For our part, we have gathered quite a lot of
experience in organizing life in the new economic
zones — from providing trucks for the settlers from
the city, to their reception, provision of food and
means of production for them at the new places.
There is every reason to believe that a prosperous
life is in store for the more than 30,000 people who
have gone to the new economic zones. This is bound
to make a favourable impression on those who have
net definitely made up their minds to go.

Question : Finally, would you tell us about the
cultural life of the people in your district ?

Answer: Busy as they are with many urgent
tasks, the Party and administration in the district
have not overlooked the cultural life of the people.
Shortly after liberation, the district administration
set about the urgent tasks of getting class-rooms in
the schools fixed up in time for the 1975-1976 school
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year. The policy of transforming all former private
schools into State-owned schools and exempling all
pupils from school fees has made it possible for us
to provide education for practically all pupils of
school age in the district. At present, there are 82,000
pupils at more than 60 schools providing first, second
and third levels of general education, staffed by
2,343 teachers, 99% of whom were teaching under
the old regime. The anti-illiteracy movement has
kept up momentum,, with the active participation of
broad masses of the people. By early October 1976,
more than 3,000 of the 5,000 illiterates in the district
had become literate.

To match up to the new political tasks on hand,
the mass literary and artistic movement is being
encouraged everywhere. The people, especially the
young people, have been enthusiastic in joining in
the various forms of activity the movement has
taken. For instance, there have been stirring days
when the young people took to the streets to de-
nounce the enslaving and mongrel culture left by
the old regime, there has been a voluntary deposition
of more than three million books and other reaction-
ary and pornographic publications, and an eager
quest for revolutionary political books and revolu-
tionary literature, in addition to the present broad
movement for artistic creation among the masses
under the theme of national independence and unity
and socialism.

The streets in our district have become cleaner and
more wholesome in every sense. Those who visit the
once infamous snack-bars, dance-halls. restaurants
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and hotels, are surprised to find youth clubs, public
reading-rooms, Trade Union meeting-halls, or offices
of the local women’s organization in their place. The
stinking mountains of garbage that used to block
traffic in many streets and market places, such as
Cau Ong Lanh market, Cau Muoi Street, Huyen Si
Church and Tran Quang Khai Boulevard, have been
removed by the industrious hands of the refuse
collectors. The life of these members of the municipal
sanitation service has seen a real metamorphosis.

The new life-style has also begun to make itsell
felt in community life. Entering a public park or
walking on a street pavement in District 1 today,
the visitor sees merry chirruping groups of children
singing and dancing under the guidance of their group
leaders. Every morning, rhythmical music rings out
in many streets, and at all schools, public offices and
army barracks, while people of all ages and both
sexes joyfully fall into line for ten minutes’ physical
training. Every Sunday morning, people of all ages
come out with brooms to clean the streets, following
the slogan “Keep our houses and streets clean !”

In short, after eighteen months of intensive efforts
in the transformation and construction of all aspects
of the economy, life and society, the Party organiza-
tion and administration in District 1 have achieved
encouraging success. But we are aware that these
are only initial successes. It will take us much more
time and still more intensive efforts to wipe out the
far-reaching sequels of the aggressive war and the
neo-colonialist policy of US imperialism in southern
Viet Nam.
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By striving to improve our application of the
principe “The Party assumes leadership, the masses
are collective masters, and the State is the manager”’,
we are determined to develop the strong points and
overcome shortcomings and weaknesses, to forge
ahead and make our district into an all-round
exemplary district of the city bearing the name of
-our beloved President Ho Chi Minh.

VIET NAM COURIER
No. 57 — February 1977
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THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN HO CHI MINH
CITY TWO YEARS AFTER LIBERATION

“After two years of continuous efforts, we can
atfirm that the situaticn has gradually been
stabilized and the way has been cleared for
further transformation,” Mr. VAN DAI, Vice-
Chairman of the People’s Committee and
Chairman of the Planning Committee of Ho Chi
Minh City, told our special correspondent. The
interview follows :

Question : What were the economic tasks the
people’s power had to assume as of April 30, 19757?

Answer : With liberation, our city has entered a
new stage during which the main task is to build a
socialist city. This does not require any sacrifice of
human lives of course, as armed struggle did, but
just as great efforts are necessary. This is a new
struggle full of difficulties, obstacles, and snares...

The old regime left the economy in chaos. It was
imperative and urgent that we begin stabilizing the
working people’s living conditions, transform this
consumer city into a productive one step by step,
find productive occupations for the majority of the
working population who were then living on com-
merce and non-productive trades, and gradually
reduce unemployment.
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In short, we had to see to it that the people do
not ccnsume more than they produce, and that they
do not live beyond their means.

First of all, order and security were prerequisite
to economic stabilization and development. Right
from the outset, we concentrated on building the
revoluticnary power. A new administrative system
has now been estabilished, from the centre to the
district, wards and quarters, and the people’s power
has gradually been consolidated. The revolutionary
power set free almost all soldiers and policemen of
the old regime. And in order to consolidate order
and security, and in view of the considerable parts
they played in the war and their close ties with the
US aggressors, proceeded to the reeducation of those
who had been in charge of the pro-American army
and of political agents. Refractory and counter-
revolutionary elements who continued to sow disor-
der and to carry out terrorist activities and sabotage
were punished. We did all we possibly could to
enable all who recognized the criminal character of
their past actions to become honest citizens. We can
today affirm that order and security reign in Ho Chi
Minh City and this is favourable for economic stabi-
lization.

Question : What have the main economic achieve-
ments of the past two years been ?

Answer : We faced many extremely heavy tasks,
and the obstacles seemed insurmountable at first.

First, let us talk about the sequels of the war and
US neo-colonialism.
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Saigon was the nerve-centre of all administrative,
military, economic, and socio-cultural organs, and
of all economic and financial activities of the former
regime. This was where a major part of US economic
aid was spent (estimated at 700-800 million dollars
a year), not counting millitary aid, PX goods (im-
ported duty-free for the Gls), large quantities of
which were sold on the local market (about 200-300
million dollars a year), the daily spending by the
GIs, troops of satellite armies, and US civilian per-
sonnel (about 300 million dollars a year). Over a
period of about 15 years, this situation created the
“grtiticial prosperity” characteristic of an economy
entirely dependent on foreigners, primarily the Unit-
ed States. Saigon, like other cities of the South, was
kept alive by US goods and dollars and spent four
+o five times more than the value of what it produced.

The economic and financial activities of the city
were mainly confined to the service and trade
sectors : according to the statistics of the former
regime, the yearly income from these two sectors
made up at least 60 per cent of the total income
of the city. A large part of the population had jobs
catering to the daily needs of the US expeditionary
corps, and the puppet administration and army.
Industry was weak (hardly 10 per cent of the total
income), and was completely dependent on American
aid for raw materials, machinery and equipment,
spare parts, semi-finished products, capital, and
technology.

Besides, because of the US wartime policy of
“urbanization”, of “regroupment of villages”, of
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“concentration of the population”, millions of peas-
an?s from different regions had been crowded into
Saigon, inflating its population to 4 million, eight
t%mes that of the French colonial period. This popula-
tion Was to all intents and purposes supported by
American aid and war spending.

Pre-liberation Saigon was a consumer society
grafted onto an underdeveloped country, an off-
spring of neo-colonialism with a dual life: on the
one hand, providing great luxury and pleasures;
and on the other, harbouring the stark misery oé
millions of war victims driven out of regions razed
by American bombs and shells. There were sump-
tuous villas provided with the most up-to-date
comfort imported from France or Japan (telephones
on all floors, television, air-conditioning, Persian
carpets, Gobelin tapestries, furniture from Paris
Sevres china...), tennis courts, swimming pools, etci
And not far away was another kind of life, that of
slums along the banks of canals, where all kinds of
tropical diseases (plague, cholera, typhus, leprosy)—
which have been virtually wiped out in northern
Viet Nam — still raged.

“Every man for himself, Uncle Sam for all.”
‘After southern Viet Nam had been completely
liberated, and US aid cut off, Saigon consumer
society collapsed. ’

And that’s what the drama of Saigon is all about !

The people’s power could not clear up the mess
overnight. To reorganize an economy in complete
disorder, transform a lopsided economy totally
dependent on foreigners into an independent, plan-
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ned economy, to make Saigon a big industrial centre,.
is a task that requires not only time but also enor-
mous efforts from both the administration and the
people.

Shortly after liberation, measures were taken as a
matter of urgency to stabilize the living conditions
of the working people. We had to remove the imme-
diate danger of famine which was then threatening
hundreds of thousands of people. 135,000 tons of rice:
were distributed free to needy families in the first
eight months (from May to December 1975).

Meanwhile, the people’s power set about fight-
ing acts of economic sabotage by the comprador
capitalists. The latter were not numerous, but they
pulled most of the main strings of the economic
and financial apparatus. Before liberation they con-
trolled the key economic and financial sectors, from
branches catering for the war needs of the US expe-
ditionary corps and the puppet army (food and food-
stuffs, metal equipment, building materials, means.
of transport...) to branches producing raw materials,
other materials and ordinary items of production
and for people’s daily needs (chemical and pharma-
ceutical products, rice, foodstuffs, chemical fertiliz-
ers, plastic products, textiles, household utensils,
cultural articles), and other activities like trade,
import-export, banking, insurance and hotels.

They dominated the economy and finance, fixed
prices, and managed the exchange, collection and
distribution of goods. They had benefited from
American largesse and had put up factories, build-
ings, founded trade and import-export establishments
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and banks, and made fabulous fortunes. Their for-
tunes were built on the misery of hundreds of thou-
sands of vietims of American bombs and shells and
untold war devastation. They were used by their
Yankee masters, and were their most reactionary
political and social support, meeting a certain
number of their war needs on the spot. These com-
pradors worked hand in glove with the puppet gener-
als and ministers.

After liberation, they still controlled large stocks
¢f imported goods, vast trade, distribution and collec-
tion networks that had been operating in the cities
and countryside for decades, and taking advantage
cf the difficult first days after liberation and of the
shortages of goods, they joined up with traders and
traffickers of all kinds to speculate, hoard, defraud
and corrupt — their custcmary activities. The conse-
quences of these actions were incalculable : rocket-
ing prices, scarcities, rising cost of living and econom-
ic and social disorder. The people’s power decided
to liquidate the comprador capitalists as a class by
econcmic measures (basically of a fiscal and mone-
tary nature, and confiscation) and administrative
measurés (bringing the main saboteurs and trouble-
makers to book).

Ancther, no less imperative task was the rapid
establishment of a new economic apparatus, and
in particular the State trade services, which would
replace the old machinery being abolished and
ensure the direct supply of fcod to the population.
Right from the start, the trade services concentrated
on supplying the city with staple commodities : fish,
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meat, vegetables, sauce, bread, oil, kerosene, char-
coal, and paper, with special emphasis on the daily
food needs of the working people. To accomplish this
task, the State trade services took charge of the pur-
chase and sale of all the vegetable products supplied
by the city of Da Lat, and of a large part of the
fish, poultry and pigs produced in the western and
eastern provinces. Thus it succeeded in supplying
to the city 500 tons of fresh food daily, including 300
tons of vegetables.

Besides the four general department stores opened
in the heart of the city, many specialized stores were
set up (selling daily necessities, foodstuffs, wood and
charcoal for heating, building materials...), as well
as 720 State sale stations in downtown and suburban
areas. At the same time, 200 consumer cooperatives
were set up to improve the distribution of supplies
and reduce the negative effects of the price rises on
the open market.

In order to expand the sources of supply, 10 special
trade services have been organized with the task of
providing raw materials to industrial and handicraft
establishments, and necessary conditions for their
functioning (transport and raw material collection
facilities at preferential prices) have been attended
to; tens of thousands of people have found jobs in
these manufacturing branches (hosiery, ready-made
clothes, bicycle frames and spare parts, textiles,
glassware, plastic goods, building materials, pottery,
aluminium household utensils, etc.)
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Question : How did the people’s power manage to
supply food to such a large population ?

Answer : Feeding a population of between 3.5 and
4 million inhabitants, 70 percent of whom were non-
producers, was a very difficult problem, and one
which the people’s power had to solve at all costs.

So far, food supply has depended on the help of
the central administration and food has come
mainly from provinces in the Mekong delta, as our
suburban districts are not yet able to produce
enough food even for their own consumption.

We do not wish to conceal the fact that we have
had difficulties in this domain. During the war years,
a large part of the cultivable areas in the Mekong
delta provinces were devastated and left waste and
this resulted in a shortage of food supplies. The
puppet administration had to import, via US aid
from 500,000 to 700,000 tons of rice a year.
Over the past two years large areas have been
reclaimed thanks to the intensification of water
conservancy work, and this has made intensive
cultivation and multiplication of crops possible.
Rice production, though stil insufficient, has enabled
us to stop relying on imports, and all the rice con-
sumed by our city over the past two years has been
produced in the country. This is a great victory for
our people’s regime.

In 1976, in spite of temporary difficulties, great
efforts were made to organize the rice collection and
distribution networks: one, two or three stores
were set up in each quarter, and altogether 800 sale
stations were established in the city.

66

In 1977, our food supply services must do all they
possibly can to meet the daily needs of the popula-
tion and ensure normal rations for the working
people. We must also see to it that the flow of food
between different suburban districts is adjusted and
regularized so as to reduce the aid from the central
administration ; the seiting up of a suburban “green
belt” with 90,000 hectares of arable land and 800,000
inhabitants will help solve the problem.

In the collection and purchase of food, the people’s
power counts on the revolutionary consciousness of
the peasants and on political education and persua-
sion ; it alsc uses economic measures, like the signing
of bilateral contracts with the peasants in exchange
for their rice, ensuring them supplies at fixed prices
of fuel, chemical fertilizers, insecticides, building
materials, and other staple commodities in return
for rice sold to the State.

Apart from rice, we are also thinking of organizing
a network for purchasing, storing and processing
other foods (maize, sweet potatoes, cassava) with a
view to stimulating more intensive cultivation of
these dry crops.

Lastly, alongside the development of production,
we must improve the management of distribution,
and save food, especially rice.

We believe that with all these measures we have
taken, the supply of food to our city in 1977 will
not be so difficult, as the obstacles we came up
against first have mostly been overcome.
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Question : What measures have been envisaged
for solving the problem of unemployment ?
Answer : This was an acute problem right after

liberation, and the stabilization of the political, eco-
nomic and social situation depends largely on its
solution. But finding jobs for hundreds of thousands
of people, giving each of them a modest but stable
and regular income at a moment when everything
was to be started again from scratch or to be reor-
ganized was a baffling question.

Let us recall in passing that following the signing
of the Paris Agreement of January 27, 1973, the
complete withdrawal of the US expeditionary corps
had entailed the closure of the branches catering
directly to war and the needs of the GIs, and of
industrial enterprises, as a result of the shortage of
raw materials : unemployment was already a prob-
lem then. On the day of liberation, the collapse
of the puppet army and administration further
swelled this army of unemployed.

To redress this situation, the people’s power took
urgent measures : helping industrial enterprises start
work again, developing handicraft production, and in
particular, sub-contracting work for export, opening
public works sites (water conservancy projects
dredging, building of public squares, and so on).

However, the basic way to reduce unemployment
consists in orientating jobless people toward agricul-
tural production, and in particular persuading
hundreds of thousands of “refugees” to return to
their native villages, to reclaim waste land or to take
part in new agricultural projects. This is the only

68

sure way of being able to reduce the city population,
solve the difficulties of food supply, and boost agri-
cultural production which has always been one of
the fortes of southern Viet Nam. A broad movement
to this end has been launched, embracing little by
little all social strata, and especially young people
who maintained their revolutionary ardour through
long years of neo-colonial regime. So far, 700,000
people, most of them former peasants, have left the
city for good to take up agriculture.

For city-dwellers to accept the as yet hard life in
the countryside is not easy. The people’s power,
working in close association with the local popula-
tion, has done its best to make life less arduous
for those who leave the city. Substantial assistance
in the form of food, capital, seeds, draught animals,
dwelling-houses, tools and the like, and teachers,
medical workers, and technicians are dispatched to
the new settlement areas. In many regions, the peo-
ple have begun to be self-sufficient in food, children
have begun attending school, and health establish-~
ments have begun 1o treat patients. Although this
new life is not yet very comfortable, most of these
people are gradually getting used to it and have
begun to feel confident and secure with regard to
their own future and the future of their children.

We plan to send another contingent of about one
million people to new agricultural areas in one or
two years. This work, however, requires a great deal
of preparation.
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Guestion:  How has agricultural restoration pro-
gressed co far?

Answer : There are large and fertile cultivable
expanses in and arocund the suburban areas which
are very suitable as a “green belt” for growing food
supplies for the city.

Immediately after liberation. the suburban popu-
lation who had been driven from their homes by
the bombings and shellings, returned to their homes
once more.

In 1976, thanks to the intensification of water con-
servancy works (3 million cubic metres of earth
were moved for the building of new projects), 6,000
hectares left waste for a decade were put under
cultivation again, and tens of thousands of hectares
are already bearing two crops a year.

In certain sectors, unexploded mines and bombs
have killed and injured many peasants: American
weapons are still killing Vietnamese. With the help
of the people’s army, our peasants have cleared their
fields of these lethal objects and planted them with
rice.

Question : You spoke of industrial restoration.
How far has it got and what results have been
obtained ?

Answer: The shortage of raw materials consti-
tutes thie main problem. The consequences of econom.
ic dependence are obvious here. However, we have
done our utmost to overcome this handicap using our
own resources, and this has not been without diffi-
culties of course.
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To date, 400 State enterprises have been commis-
sioned and most of the 18,000 private (industrial and
handicraft) enterprises and ‘establishments have
resumed their activities.

To restore the traditional handicraft production
which disappeared as a result eof competition from
imported foreign products (lacquer work, lace-work,
tapestry, hat-making, textiles, craftwork pro-
ducts...), we have helped 800 cooperatives and pro-
duction groups to resume work. 10,000 looms are
functioning again, supplying millions of metres of
cotton and silk.

The restoration of industrial and handicraft pro-
duction, though in its first stages, has provided
70,000 people with jobs and enabled some tens of
thousands of workers to return to their factories.

Besides the supply of raw materials and spare
parts, loans totalling 200 million dong (one dong ==
500 piastres of the former puppet regime), have
been granted by the State Bank.

To restore an industry that was entirely depen-
dent on foreign aid is a hard undertaking. Much
remains to be done to stabilize (this sector, which
has developed in a disorderly way, and to regularize
and adjust the relations between its various branches.
In the immediate future we must make up for the
grave shortage of raw materials, and an eifective
way is to encourage the use of the country’s own
raw materials (the COGIDO paper mill has been
using bamboo instead of formerly imported paper
pulp, for example): this work requires innovations,
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initiative, studies and research on the part of tech-
nicians, scientific personnel and workers, who are
thereby given opportunities to serve their country
well.

Question : What policy has the people’s power
adopted toward the non-comprador private capitalists
(industrialists and traders)?

Answer : We have begun the socialist transfor-
mation of these economic sectors, the key section
of which is private commerce.

In order to make use of everything the private
capitalist sectors can offer the economy (production
capacity, capital, technical and managerial capac-
ity), the people’s power has encouraged capitalists,
and first of all traders, to engage in productive
branches. This has taken the form of fixing modal-
ities for getting bank loans, for drawing funds, set-
ting norms for profit-sharing which favour them, and
setting up joint enterprises (with joint State and
private capital).

All enterprises, whether private or jointly manag-
ed, must function according to the regulations set
by the State plans. They can either make their own
provision for raw materials, or work under sub-
contracts, the prices of products being fixed by our
specialized services, and the percentage of the pro-
ducts to be sold to the State varying according to
their importance. Thus both the interests of the
State and those of the capitalists and the workers
are safeguarded. This policy enables the capitalists
and their children to work for the interests of the
whole country.
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In 1976, capitalists from 16 branches contributed
significantly to industrial development in Ho Chi
Minh City—in building-projects, spinning and weav-
ing, food products, metal equipment, forestry exploi-
tation, chemical and pharmaceutical products, vege-
tables, animal husbandry, etc.

With regard to handicraft workers, the people’s
power has given them aid in the form of capital,
technology, machinery and raw materials, and
encouraged them to organize cooperatives.

Question : Would you say that the results
obtained by Ho Chi Minh City over the past two
years in economic restoration are encouraging ?

Answer : In the two years that have gone by
since liberation, we have recorded quite a few
achievements.

In view of the disorder and devastation due to
war, the results we have obtained in econcmic re-
construction — not counting those recorded in other
domains — are significant. Not only has the people’s
power stabilized the living conditions of the working
people, but our city has also contributed in some
measure to the economic development of the country,
particularly with its export trade.

The face of our city has changed — not the main
thoroughfares or the fashions in dress, but in the
life-style of its inhabitants. The city is being
metamorphosed to advance with the rest of the
country along the socialist path.
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- Question : To what degree has the reunification
between the North and the South helped solve the
economic problems of Ho Chi Minh City?

Answer : We must make a point of insisting on
the paramount importance of the role of the socialist
North. In the post-war reconstruction of southern
Viet Nam (and of Ho Chi Minh City), as in the
victory over the US imperialists, the North has
consistently played the role of national “ great rear
area”. Let us not forget that during the war, the
North, particularly its industrial centres, sustained
more destruction from US bombing than the South
did. And yet, in the first days after liberation, when
shortages of all kinds and a host of difficulties had
to be overccme, the North sent to the South, as
in the past, and in particular to Ho Chi Minh City,
tens of thousands of technical and scientific cadres
and skilled workers. From April 1975 to April 1976,
1.6 million tons of commodities reached the South:
rice, sugar, textiles (32 million metres), pharmaceu-
tical and chemical products, fuel, equipment and ma-
chinery, spare parts, chemical fertilizers, insectici-
des, selected grain seeds, and various species of
pedigree animals (hogs, cows, poultry and fish.)

Two years ago, the North greatly contributed to
the liberation of the South. Today, within the frame-
work of a unified Viet Nam, it is in a position to
help the whole country advance along the socialist
path. The socialist structures of the North constitute
a good starting base for the whole country.
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Question : What are the economic prospects for
Ho Chi Minh City ?

Answer : Our city has great economic potential.
Before liberation, the total value of its industrial and
handicraft procduction made up as much as 80 per
cent of the GNP in all of the South.

Besides large and medium-sized industrial entre-
prises, the city has a vast network of handicraft
establishments. Most of these industrial entreprises
were built during the late 60’s and early 70’s, and
have modern equipment and automated production
lines. They turn out a great variety of products, of
good quality and well presented, which are therefore
suitable for export.

Heavy industry has not been developed much and
does not include cnterprises in the key sectors. It
is quite well equipped, however, with some thou-
sands of modern machine-tcols, mostly concentrat-
ed in repair and fitting establishments and in connec-
tion with assembly work and manufacture of spare
parts. We can cite the steel industry (iron and copper
wire, steel rods for [erro-concrete made from scrap),
engineering enterprises producing electric fans,
bicycles, sewing machines, clocks and watches, radio
and television sets...

Light industry is well developed, covering a
number of different branches and including textiles
(200 million metres of cotton and synthethic fabrics
a year), silk fabrics, hose, woollen knitwear, ready-
made clothes, furs; plastic goods (60,000 tons a
year) ; glassware (30.000 tons a year) rubber produéts
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(2.5 millicn bicycle inner-tubes and tyres a year);
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paper (20,000 tons a year); processed wood (800
well-equipped enterprises); detergents (50,000 tons

a year) ; printed matter and pharmaceutical products

(124 laboratories); foods (sweetmeats, condensed
milk, flour, edible oils, tobacco, tinned food, car-
bonated drinks, refrigerating installations).

Capital construction, with a hundred enterprises
and research offices, employed 75,000 people in 1976.
This augurs well for further construction works in
Ho Chi Minh City and the provinces.

Industry and construction have a work force with
good practical qualifications, but weak on the theore-
tical level ; there are experienced technicians, most
of whom were trained abroad.

This industrial potential was underemployed
before liberation, when most enterprises were run-
ning at less than 50 per cent production capacity ; and
in many enterprises, new equipment is still unused.
Socialist transformation will enable these reorganiz-
ed enterprises to make full use of their production
capacity.

Agriculture has great possibilities too. There are
90,000 hcctares of fertile land in the suburban
regions. With the intensification of water conser-
vancy works favouring intensive cultivation, multi-
plication of crops, technical renovation and diversi-
fication of crops, there are bright prospects for being
able to harvest two or three crops a year (and three
to four tons of rice per hectare per crop).

Animal husbandry is fairly well developed. Before
liberation, there were already 278 piggeries, some
of them raising as many as 6,000 pigs; 247 poultry
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farms, each with some tens of thousands of hens;
certain farms raised as many as 200-300 pigs and
thousands of hens. Animal husbandry benefits from
excellent breeding, and the pigs have an average
weight of 100 kilograms when slaughtered. Besides,
the city has 17 food-processing factories with a
production capacity of 200,000 tons per year.

The city also enjoys favourable natural conditions
for the development of duck-raising, fish-breeding
and poultry-rearing.

Apart from rice, the growing of fruit trees is also
developed. The mechanization of agriculture has
begun with a machine-park totalling 50,00 hp. In a
few years, when all waste land has been reclaimed,
the soil improved, the countryside electrified, when
there has been intensified rearrangement of crop
fields and water conservancy work, improvement of
mechanization (with new supplies of equipment), all
this parallel with the reorganization of agriculture,
and the eventual setting up of agricultural coopera-
tives, the suburban regions will succeed in produc-
ing not only enough food for their own consumption,
but surplus food as well for city consumption and
for the export trade.

The city has a good infrastructure: a big port
with a cargo handling capacity of 7 million tons a
year, 1,000 kilometres of asphalted road, (700 kilo-
metres of them of international standard), and a
dense network of telecommunications ensuring
speedy contact with the various parts of the country
as well as with foreign countries. The means of
transport are numerous, but they are only being
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used at 50 per cent capacity. There are several thou-
sand lorries, 3,500 buses, 300 big river boats, tens
of thousands of tourist buses and large numbers of
other motorized vehicles. Tourism, another impor-
tant source of foreign exchange, will be able to
develop thanks to the existence of 200 hotels, 30 of
which are of international standard and well-
equipped.

Thus the potential of the city is great in all the
main economic sectors. The target population is
about 3 million (including the suburbs). B

We should bear in mind, however, that this
material and technical basis has been paid for very
dearly : hundreds of thousands of victims of US
bombings and shellings in the whole country, vast
war ravage in both the North and the South, the
restoration of which will take decades, and the heavy
sequels of US war and nec-colonialism (not least of
which were a chaotic economy completely depen-
dent on foreign countries, hundreds of thousands
of unemployed, prostitutes, orphans, drugaddicts,
invalids for life...).

Southern Viet Nam’s economy was nec-colonialist :
it depended entirely on foreign countries for raw
materials and especially for technology. The void left
in this domain by the Americans will gradually be
filled by our efforts. Over the past two years, thanks
to the help from the central administration and in
cooperation with the technicians, scientific person-
nel and workers of the North, our technicians, scien-
tific researchers and skilled workers, by their inno-
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vations, initiative, studies and research, have made
an important contribution to restoring production in
our enterprises. '

Let us cite an example: under the former regime,
the VINAPPRO and VIKYNO factories (mechanical
engineering plants) merely undertook the overhaul-
ing and assembly of agricultural machines, for which
all the parts (and the designs) came from Japan.
After liberation, these factories ceased their activi-
ties, like all other major enterprises. In 1976, in
cooperation with factories in the North, technicians
and workers of VINAPPRO and VIKYNO started
producing 12-HP and 24-HP cultivators and water
pumps.

At present, Ho Chi Minh City must concentrate on
socialist transformations and the reorganization of
its economy, with the aim of developing its indus-
trial and agricultural production.

Only by coordinating our own efforts with the
help given by the central administration and the
provinces can we make full use of our economic
potential for the development of the whole country.

April 1977
(Interview recorded by
NGUYEN XUAN LAI)

VIET NAM COURIER
Ne 59 — April 1977
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NGHIA BINH PROVINCE
AND ITS FOOD PROBLEM

Nghia Binh province in central Viet Nam, formed
by merging the former provinces of Quang Ngai and
Binh Dinh, has an area of 14,700 sq.km. and a
population of 1,650,000 of different ethnic groupings,
including Kinh, Thuong, Sedang, H're and Ba Na.
Its two major towns are Quang Nghia and Qui Nhon.

Nghia Binh has all conditions necessary for all-
round economic develocpment. Firstly, there are three
types of region in the province, plains, mountains
and the coastal areas, and secondly it has abundant
natural riches of many sorts. Off its 280 km coast
are some of the largest schools of fish in the South.
Its forests cover more than 300,000 hectares, and in
them grow many kinds of precious timber such as
lim (Erythrophleeum fordii Oilv), trac (Dalbergia
Cochinchinensis Pierre) cho, (Hopera recopei Pierre)
kien kien (Hopea pierrei Hance), and medicinal
plants and trees. The mineral deposits in Nghia Binh
include iron, zinc, graphite, mica and kaolin. Nghia
Binh is also renowned for many special products
such as Phuong Mai swallows’ nests, Tra Bong cin-
namon, Quang Ngai rice malt and Phu Phong silk.

In spite of all these riches, for the past twenty
years starvation and poverty has been the lot of
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the people of Nghia Binh, as in all the other prov-
inces in the South sericusly devastated by war and
US nec-colonialism. All branches of the economy in
the province stagnated completely during this
period.

Starting from Scratch.

At the time of liberation, more than 50,000 hectares
were lying waste or fallow (of a total of 300,000
hectares of agricultural land in the province).
Unexploded bombs, mines and barbed-wire fences
left by the enemy were everywhere. Of the 19
communes of Son Tinh district, 15 were littered
everywhere with unexploded bombs and mines. In
courtyards, in gardens, on the fields, on paths along
ricefield boundaries, in the hills and along roadsides,
the danger of explosion was everywhere. 600,000
inhabitants of Nghia Binh, over cne-third of the
population, had been herded into the towns or into
disguised concentration camps. 60,000 workers were
jobless and hundreds of thousands of other labour-
ers had very precarious work situations. Tens of
thousands of draught buffalo and oxen had been
killed. Almost all of Quang Ngai town’s 100,000
inhabitants were either engaged in small trade,
handicrafts or small industries, or depended on
employment in services catering for the war. Nearly
all the 15,000 hectares of arable land in the subur-
ban communes lay fallow.

Supplying food to the 100,000 inhabitants of the
town and 66,000 other people who had recently
moved into the town from Da Che and Go Su con-
centrations camps posed a serious problem. The US
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and its puppets had had to import more than 30,000
tons of rice every year for Nghia Binh alone. Under-
standably, Nghia Binh ran short of rice after libera-
tion and within a few months the food situation be-
came very Serious.

As a first step towards stabilizing the people’s liv-
ing conditions, the government sent 100-120 tons of
rice to Nghia Binh every month. In some months
the relief rice supplied amounted to more than 700
tons ; meanwhile the State could buy almost nothing
from the peasants.

Truckloads of relief rice continued to be rushed
to Nghia Binh from other provinces in the South and
from the North too, at a time when the government
had its hands full solving the innumerable post-war
problems. The authorities in Nghia Binh had to find
a solution themselves.

But famine was not the only problem. There were
also the many diseases left by twenty years of con-
tinual war. And the social evils under the old regime
which temporarily abated in the days immediately
following liberation now flared up again with all
their virulence: burglaries, robberies, murders,
street fights... Remnants of the puppet army and
administration who had evaded registration and were
in hiding seized this opportunity to try to under-
mine the revolutionary power. Psychological warfare
agents of the recently overthrown reactionary admin-
istration were active too, propagating their distorting

and vilifying allegations against the revolution in
an attempt to confuse and bewilder the population
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and make things as difficult as possible for the
newly established power.

To rely on the State for relief rice was only a
passive stop-gap measure and could not cope with
any wide-scale famine situation. Nghia Binh was not
the only province in the South that was facing these
problems at the time, and some other cases were
even more acute.

The Party Committee of Nghia Binh realized that
the situation was serious ; but not everyone was able
to see the problem from the right angle immediately.
A few cadres who were used to relying on assistance
from above whenever difficulties cropped up argued
tl?at as the government had never left Nghia Binh
high and dry before, not even during the hard days
of the war, it would not fail to supply adequate
food to Nghia Binh now that peace had been
restored.

A hard struggle between the two trends of
thought—self-reliance on the one hand, and depend-
ence on government relief on the other — was
finally resolved in favour of the former. Speaking to
cadres and people in the province, the former Sec-
retary of the Party Committee of the 5th Zone
(Nghia Binh was a province of the 5th Zone), said :
“Now that peace has been restored, it would be a
shame and a crime if we held out our hands and
begged for aid from the central administration. We
must bring our population’s tradition of self-reliance
Into full play and produce as much food as we can;
and we must content ourselves with what food we
can produce.”
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This determination was echoed by the Party Com-
mittee of Nghia Binh who wowed to strive for self-
sufficiency in food throughout the province.

When drawing up its plan for 1976, the provincial
Party Committee was still not sure Nghia Binh could
become self-sufficient in food within the year, but
was nevertheless unanimous that this be the goal
towards which the efforts of the entire population
in the province be aimed; “making agricultural
development the cornerstone and regarding food
production as the key task.”

To make this policy a success, the provincial
Party Committee urged all levels of the province
administration to carry out a widespread ideological
campaign to ensure that the entire Party and people
saw and understood clearly all the difficulties left
by thirty years of continual war and neo-colonialism,
and to help forge their resolve to overcome diffi-
culties and work towards a life of plenty for them-
selves and towards prosperity and happiness for
their province.

Back to the Fields to Clear and Reclaim Land.

Moving more than half a million people from
former concentration camps, from leading hand-to-
mouth existences in the towns, back to their rice-
fields was not simple. In Quang Nghia and Qui Nhon
towns alone, almost 100,000 person were helped to
return to their home areas or to go to new econom-
ic zones.

At first it was anything but plain sailing for these
people, even though they had been born peasants.
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They had courageously stuck to their fields to pro-
duce rice not only for their own subsistence but
also for the resistance during the liberation war
against the French colonialists. But they had been
separated from their ricefields for almost twenty
years by the US war of aggression, and herded into
disguised concentration camps. There they had made
their living by peddling or doing service jobs. Some
had worked their way to affluence and the glamor-
ous prosperity of neo-colonialist society. When they
now returned to their fields and handled g hoe or a
plough again on a field overgrown with weeds and
littered with unexploded bombs and mines, while
suffering privations of all kinds, it is not surprising
that not all of them found it easy to adapt
themselves to the new life immediately.

The revolutionary administration embarked on a
vast and persistent campaign aimed at convincing
everybody that at this juncture growing food crops
must be the central, the vital task. At the same time,
it provided the returnees with the necessary material
conditions and guidance to settle and begin agricul-
tural production immediately. Steps were also taken
to organize aid from the peasants who had stayed
behind to those who had just moved home or to new
economic zones.

Then a widespread campaign for land reclamation
was launched throughout the province with a view
to reclaiming and expanding the cultivated areas.

Those taking part in this movement were peasants,
the main force, and soldiers, senior secondary school
students, workers, young people and other people
from the towns.




As well as opening up new land and reclaiming
waste land, the revolutionary power set up a series
of new economic zones in Cat Hiep, Binh Khuong,
Thuan Ninh, Thuan Phong, Long My and other places
with the aim of drawing jobless people from
the towns into productive labour and creating a
new life.

Fifty hectares of hilly land in Phuoc Thach com-
mune near Quy Nhon town are being made into a
farm for the growing of vegetables and subsidiary
crops, raising of pigs and poultry for town food
supplies and processing of farm produce. A careful
survey has been made by the town authorities, a
plan for the planting of various crops has been
drawn up, and so have plans for building houses, a
health station and facilities for food supply for the
population.

In addition, to break the “two sao shackle” (per
capita share of cultivable land in the area, two sao
being one-fifth of a hectare) the provincial author-
ities persuaded more than 10,000 families, compris-
ing 22,118 persons and including more than 10,000
farmhands, to go and build a new economic zone in
the neighbouring province of Gia Lai — Cong Tum.
The double aim of this was to expand the cultivated
area and increase food output to improve the life
of the local people ; and to contribute to the building
and development of the economy and culture in the
mountain region.

By the end of 1976 the people of Nghia Binh
province had cleared or reclaimed and brought under
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cultivation 30,000 hectares. Almost 300 agricultural
proeduction groups have been formed, each consisting
of 20-40 households and owning 5-15 hectares of
land and a number of buffaloes and oxen. This
organization was undertaken to facilitate the progress
of the peasants in the province step by step along
the road of large-scale socialist production. The
setting up of production groups has helped the people
of ethnic minorities in the province to give up their
nomadic life, the disastrous slash-and-burn method
of clearing swiddens, and subsequently to clear more
land for the cultivation of wet rice and develop other
sideline occupations.

One of the underlying reasons for Nghia Binh's
success on the agricultural front is the special con-
cern of the provincial Party Committee for restoring
and developing all the work and services necessary
for agricultural development. This includes raising
herds of buffalo and oxen to increase draught power,
restoring and developing industry and handicrafts
to increase the supply of goods to the peasants,
expanding the communications network and the
trading service down to village level to supply goods
to farmers on the spot, and extending the medical,
cultural and educational network and provide better
care for the health and the cultural life of the
people.

The Whole province Becomes a Water Conservancy

Construction site.

Once land has been reclaimed, water is needed
for the crops. Nghia Binh has the great advantage
of being watered by many big rivers such as the
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Tra Khuc and the Ve. Some major irrigation pro-
jects in the province were either destroyed or badly
damaged during the war.

Restoration and expansion of the water
conservancy system in the service of agricultural
production was urgently required, and only
a radical solution to the problem of irrigation and
drainage could ensure that Nghia Binh would
increase the number of crops in a year, expand crop
area and increase crop output significantly, This
was also the first prerequisite for any advance by
the countryside on the road of large-scale socialist
production. With adequate supplies of water, it is
possible not only to expand the rice area but also
to grow industrial crops such as mulberry and
sugar-cane, both in limited areas and on a large
scale. It also provides conditions in which cattle-
breeding and other sideline occupations can develop.

This line of thought has prompted the local Party
Committee to regard water conservancy as the
prime technical measure in agricultural production.
In fact, immediately after liberation the revolu-
tionary administration in Nghia Binh launched a
movement for irrigation which turned the whole
province into a huge construction site for irrigation
projects. In the first days after liberation, tens of
thousands of people took part daily in irrigation
projects such as building dykes against salt water,
restoring the whole system of water wheels for
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irrigation of fields along the banks of the Tra Khuc
and Lai rivers which had been destroyed by the
enemy, digging tens of thousands of wells and ponds
and erecting thousands of scooping shafts that
bristled like anti-aircraft batteries, and dredging,
digging or repairing 900 km of existing canals.

In this vast undertaking, the Party Committee
both guarded against and combated the tendency to
passively wait for rain or for State-supplied fuel
to operate the pumps : at the Same time, it called on
the people to join battle in the spirit of “squeezing
water out of the earth, and making rain instead of
the sky”, and to put into practice slogans like “let
our sweat flow so that our rice and potatoes grow’’.
Everywhere in the province people were moving
water. In some places it was scooped to the fields up
three levels and in others people had to carry water
to their fields bucket by bucket. The movement is
both widespread and effective thanks to good co-
ordination of large, medium and small irrigation
projects.

In 1976 Nghia Binh suffered one of its worst
droughts ever, with no rain for four months on end.
The revolutionary administration on the one hand
sypplied sufficient gasoline for the continual opera-
tion of the 18,000 pumps in the province, and on the
other mobilized the people to contribute millions
of workdays to restoring and repairing almost all
the existing irrigation works to irrigate almost half
of the cultivated area. As a result, the crop acreage
almost doubled compared with pre-liberation days..'
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In the coming years, Nghia Binh plans to build 19
irrigation projects including two major projects —
the Thanh Nham dam on the Tra Khuec river and the
Phu Phong reservoir in Binh Khe. When completed,
these projects are expected to water more than
100,000 hectares.

Other Technical Measures.

Alongside water conservancy, the provincial Party
Committee and administration have also paid great
attention to other technical measures such as fertili-
zers and new rice strains, as well as to techniques of
planting, sowing, transplanting and tending, and of
fighting insects and rats. In all this work, the revolu-
tionary administration has relied on the masses and
organized mass movements to carry out the plans.
‘Of course, not everything has been plain sailing.

Take the question of fertilizer, for instance. Under
the old regime, the peasants in Nghia Binh, as
elsewhere in southern Viet Nam, used neither
organic fertilizer nor green manure, only imported
chemical fertilizers. After liberation, while continu-
ing to supply chemical fertilizers, the revolutionary
administration launched a campaign to make full use
of all available sources of organic fertilizer and green
manure throughout the province.

High-yield rice strains are grown on an ever larger
proportion of the total rice acreage of the province.
At present, more than 60% of the rice acreage in
Nghia Binh is planted with short-term rice strains
such as Nong Nghiep 8, 22, and Nong Nghiep 73/2.
In one district, these rice strains are grown on more
than 90% of the rice acreage.
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At the same time, the fight against insects rats
and other pests has been stepped up. The prov7incial
authorities supplied insecticides and sprayers to’
pgst—affected areas to stamp out crop pest on detec-
tion, and encouraged people to use their own
remedies to get rid of crop pests and exterminate
rats. Epcouraged by the provincial authorities
.pe'o_ple In many districts have taken interesting’
Initiatives during this campaign. In Mo Duc district
and Quang Ngai town for instance, tens of thousands
of people went to the fields several nights in a row
and used kerosene lamps and torches to kill insects :
a small kerosene lamp placed in a tub filled with‘
water and with some ojl on the surface can trap
more than 100 crop-eating insects in two hours This
and other methods, primitive as they are, are 'easil
practicable by the broad masses for the},r suit loca}l’
capacity and conditions. Their positive results in the
fight against crop pest and rats were an effective
cqntribution to the recent bumper crops in Nghia
Binh, and have increased the people’s confidence
botb in the policies of the Party as well as in

their own ability to deal with urgent problems.

Crop Multiplication and Subsidiary Crops.

8715100ea1:1y 1976, the? people in Nghia Binh sowed

, ectares of rice for the Winter-Spring rice
crop, but 2,000 hectares were lost owing to natural
calar?n‘ues. To make up for this crop failure, the
prqvmcial authorities launched a campaign for’sub—
sidiary and additional rice growing in summer and
autumn. When this Crop was ripe, the provincial
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authorities called for the immediate pla.ntmg o§
another rice crop in order to guard.agamst foo

shortage. But the plan to grow a third c.rop wixcsi
objected to by the peasants, who fea.red it .wou

cost too much effort and would raise .thelr tax
contribution. The Party Committee explained ca;‘ﬁ—
fully that the third crop is tax-exempt and t}iat ;
agricultural tax quota is based on. the 'p alnr;led
annual crop output, and the third crop 1's not include
in the annual plan. When this policy had been‘
understood by the people, another 5,000 hectares
were put under rice cultivation, and the averag'clac
output was 2.2 tons per hectares. In some places, 1
was as high as 3 tons per hectare. .

Although crop multiplication is still slow 11t is
important since it has compensated .for the fai urs
of the main crops, and it helps tide over foo
shortages in times of adversity. ‘

In addition to rice, other starch crops are an im-
portant addition to food output in the'provmce.
Apart from the main rice-growing areas like I?hu'oi
Van, An Nhon and Mo Duc, where the prox./mma
authorities are concentrating efforts with a view to
harvesting as much as seven tons of rice per hec?are,
the people of Nghia Binh are also engaged‘ in a
broad movement for growing short-term subsidiary
crops. The green leaves of sweet pota.xtoes and
cassava can be seen in all parts of the provmc?, from
the vast areas of newly reclaimed land in the

mountain region to the small plots around the guest-

house of the provincial Party Committee. They
have used every inch of cultivable land to grow
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food crops. When there was not enough sowing
ground they even sowed seeds in flower pots. As a
result, within only a short time there were enough
seedlings for the total area planned in the province.

The fields along the Tra river are used for inten-
sive cultivation of maize, and they yield as many
as four crops per year, one crop being planted before
the previous one has been harvested.

The people of Nghia Binh, who readily accepted
any sacrifice to defeat the French colonialists and
US imperialists, are now happy with “Be content
with what we can produce” as a policy with which

to overcome post-war difficulties in their advance to
a bright future.

The province also has a long tradition of process-
ing maize, cassava and other subsidiary crops into
various kinds of cakes and vermicelli which people
eat instead of rice. This has greatly helped in coping-
with food shortages in the province and even saves
a substantial part of the crops, which can be con-
tributed to the State food reserve.

Most of the central provinces of Viet Nam have
the same sort of terrain and climate, and like them,
Nghia Binh suffered both from the serious sequels
of war and neo-colonialism and a succession of very
serious natural calamities in 1976 prolonged cold
spell and drought was followed by widespread
infestations of pests and rats, which played havoc
with many rice fields. The local revolutionary ad-
ministration encouraged the population to stick to
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their tradition of self-reliance, hard work, industri-
ousness and courage in national construction, com-
bined with timely and correct measures, to reverse
the trend ; and they had as much success as could
be expected in such circumstances. The average rice
yield for the whole province reached 2.2 tons per
hectare in the Winter-Spring crop of 1976 and 2.24
tons per hectare in the Autumn — Winter crop of the
same year.

If the output of subsidiary crops (in terms of
paddy) is included, annual per capita production of
food in the province is approximately 250 kilograms.

This major achievement of Nghia Binh province
makes for added confidence in the bright future of
agriculture in the liberated South.

THE DUY
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A VILLAGE IN A NEW ECONOMIC ZONE

Summer 1976 in Ho Chi Minh City.

Everywhere in the city, on the buses, in markets,
lanes, inns and cafés, you can hear the latest gossip
about Saigonese going to new economic zones.

From Tam Tin, one of the cadres of the Economic
Board set up after liberation to solve the~problem
of unemployment, we obtained the following figures
(released by the former regime).

“At the end of 1974, the population in the South
was about 20.5 million (whereas a rough census made
by the revolutionary power in February 1976
estimated it at nearly 24 million, about half living
in urban centres). Quoting the same source, people
of working age were reckoned at 10 million, half
in the productive sector and half in the service
sector, the latter earning an income amounting to
over half the national revenue of the old regime
(the ratio was naturally higher during the presence
of half a million GIs and satellite troops in the
South). 20% of the people of working age were
unemployed.

“These figures, which are still far from the truth,
nevertheless reflect the actual situation in the South
before liberation”, said Tam Tin. “After liberation,
in Ho Chi Minh City alone there were nearly 1.5
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million lay-offs, not including nearly 40,000 dis-
banded puppet soldiers and officers. This was a
heavy burden for the revolutionary authorities
which the Western press and politicians said would
need several years to solve.

“Apart from the fact that the country has been
devastated by a long and fierce war, the heritage
left by the French and the Americans was an econ-
omy entirely dependent on foreign countries ;
though there were a number of capitalist industrial
enterprises, production remained small and was
mainly agricultural ; the settlement of the unem-
ployment problem through increased industry is
therefore not practicable at present. Meanwhile,
millions of hectares of fertile land now lying fallow
could become productive within six months if man-
power and some investment were provided. That is
why, since liberation, the policy of the Govern-
ment on solving the unemployment problem in ur-
ban centres, chiefly in Saigon, has been mainly to
induce the townspeople to go to the countryside —
either to return to their native villages or to go to
new economic zones — to take part in agricultural
production.

“As a consequence of this policy, over half a
million people have left Saigon in the last ten
months. Hundreds of new villages have been ur-
gently built for them. You journalists may pick
any village you like on this map for a visit.”

New Villages for People from Saigon.

Tran Cong Tam, chairman of the administrative
committee of Tan Hung village, Phu Giao district,
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Song Be province (40 km north of Saigon), invited
us to make a tour of his village.

We walked on a wide metalled road newly built
on the red soil, lined by a double row of young
trees. Waving his hand from left to right, Tam said,
“When the six of us received orders to come here
and set up a new village for the settlement of people
from Saigon, this region was a battlefield abandoned
just as it was after an engagement. No living soul,
no animals, no birds. We had to watch our steps to
avoid barbed wire, shell splinters and even mines...”

On our left little houses with fibro-cement roofs
amidst verdant gardens extended for about five
kilometres along the road. On our right were the
office of the rural people’s committee, the school,
hospital, focdstore, department store, playing field
and market. Behind lie the fields of Tan Hung
village.

Tran Cong Tam was short of stature. He wore a
stubbly beard which hardly concealed his sunburnt
hollow cheeks, and at 36 he looked older than
his age.

He fought for nearly twenty years in the hardest
conditions in the hope of liberating his country and
finally returning home to farm his ancestors’ land
devastated by the enemy. But as soon as the war
ended, he received orders to lead a team of six mili-
tiamen from six villages in Song Be province to set
Up a new village there.

This was a heavy task, to build a new village on
what had been a big military base and was still elut-
tered with bombs, mines, blockhouses, carcasses of
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vehicles, and barbed wire entanglements, a village
for 5,000 people of various trades and with a most
heterogeneous set of personal records! He had to
take care of their living conditions, education and
health, in short everything. And this was to be done
with their own hands.

After a long and destructive war difficulties were
many ; where could he find materials and equipment
to build thousands of dwellings in so short a time ?
Like his mates, Tam felt that he had not enough
experience to lead and organize such a large number
of people, the more so as he himself did not have
a high “cultural standard.”

It seemed an undertaking fit to break a man’s
will ; but he never flinched from difficulties.

In this struggle, however, he and his mates did
not fight alone. From Ho Chi Minh City and Song Be
province they received bulldozers road-making
machines, lorries, building materials, and teams .of
vanguard youth and carpenters, and from the North
seeds, breeding stock, young trees, fertilizers and
food, for Tan Hung and other villages set up by and
for the Saigonese. Tam worked out remarkably
quickly how to organize and mobilize the settler
labour force. And work started at once.

Difficulties cropped up and complications in the
work. Life was not plain sailing. Some of the people
had never done manual work before or they had
given it up long ago. Some, it appeared, were not
yet accustomed to the climated conditions. Added to
these difficulties saboteurs were out to distort the
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truth, exaggerate the hardships and even occasion-
ally lay mines and throw grenades into crowded
places to demoralize the settlers. Many of the latter
began to waver. Some of them moved back to the
city or left their families in the places of settlement
in order to receive the settler allowances granted
by the State. Leaving the children to look after
their belongings, some went back to the city to
have a try at small trading.

To ease the situation, Tam and other cadres in
the village held meetings to give the inhabitants an
opportunity to review their past miseries and to
compare these with the opportunities offered in an
independent and free country, and to find ways of
overcoming the difficulties confronting them as
new settlers. These meetings also roused the settlers
to denounce the saboteurs so that due punishment
could be meted out to them. Little by little the
situation became more normal, Although they had
experienced a hard life on the land, those who left
for the city found their days even harder there,
asked to return to the new economic zones, and
were welcomed back ; those who had wavered now
definitely plumped for Tan Hung.

Thus after six hard months, a new village has been
set up with five hamlets and about one thousand
houses; it is closely and neatly organized, has a
primary school for over 400 children, a 12-bed hos-
pital run by an assistant-doctor, four nurses and a
midwife, and a motor-road linking it to Ho Chi Minh
City and Song Be town. At the market held every
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morning one can find manufactured goods from the
city as well as foodstuffs (sweet potatoes, manioc,
gourds, squash) produced locally.

New Life for a Former Puppet Soldier.

Tran Cong Tam invited us to drop in for a visit
to a house by the roadside.

Loi, one of the first settlers at Hamlet I, Tan Hung
village, was watering his fruit-trees near his house ;
his wife was cooking rice in the kitchen. His eldest
daughter was picking gourds and squash on the
trellis in the courtyard. His four younger chidren
were collecting the fruit from their sister and put-
ting them in a big basket in the middle of the yard.
Hens were leading their chicks in search of food
between two rows of capsicums in the courtyard.
Stopping his work, Loi invited us to sit down at a
table in front of his house in the shade of the trellis.

Loi was about forty years old. With his suntanned
complexion, this short strong man looked every
inch a peasant. He spoke of his family first.

“I have six children, two boys and four girls,” he
said. “My eldest daughter is the one you see here.
My second child is a 17-year-old boy, who is now
playing fooball on the sports field. My wife and
myself they and those two are the labour force of
our family. They work in the daytime and attend
classes or meetings in the evenings (the ten months
since they came here, they have learned how to read
and write). Of the four little ones, three go to a
primary school and the youngest stays at home,
being not yet of school age...”
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We learned that he was born in a village in a
hilly province in Central Viet Nam. Because of lack
of land, his family had had to earn a subsistence
from basket making for generations. During the war
vears, in an effort to dodge the draft, he took his
family to the remotest corner of the country, in
the Central Highlands, to try and make a living ;
but in vain. He was pressganged into the puppet
army, was made lance-corporal after four years of
service, and was seriously wounded in the course
of a sweep in the Mekong delta. Demobbed in a
state of sheer destitution, Loi, his wife and five
children went to Saigon, and managed to exist in
a jerry-built tin-roofed house in the soldiers’
families quarters. His wife hired herself out to work
for a well-off family; his two elder children
hawked ice in the streets. When business was slack,
they scavenged rubbish heaps for empty tins and
thrown out food. Before liberation, the boss fled
abroad, Loi’s wife lost her job, and the family,
landed in dire need, had to live off relief from the
revolutionary authorities.

One question bothered him constantly : how could
he and his family survive ? What would become of
his six children? This problem remained unan-
swered, even becoming more acute all through the
period from Diem to Thieu.

What amazes him now is that since liberation, the
revolutionary power has shown such care. for the
living conditions of the people, particularly the poor,
and that those like him who have been on the wrong
side have not been subjected to any reprisal. He
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waits and observes and has come to the conclusion
that the revolutionary power is really of the toiling
people themselves.

Just when he was finding it hardest to live, the
authorities began urging jobless people to go to the
countryside for settlement. Those who consented
would receive adequate houses, land for gardening
or doing other productive work, together with a
sufficient ration of food to keep them till they were
able to fend for themselves. In addition they were
granted a loan with which to start their productive
work, and enjoyed other facilities such as a school
for their children and a first aid station to attend
to their health needs.

Was this an opening into the future for him ? he
asked himself, and made up his mind to go.

What a memorable day it was when he and his
family left Saigon for Tan Hung !

He and some other families were seen off by the
authorities, who gave the children milk, sugar and
clothes, and sent a guide to accompany them on the
journey to Tan Hung...

The same warm reception was given him on his
arrival ; the authorities welcomed him at the bus
station, the vanguard youth helped him carry his
belongings and his small children, and showed him

his house and the piece of land allotted to him. The -

house covers 40 square metres, and the garden about
2,000 square metres had already been levelled by
bulldozer and ploughed up ; a well had been already
sunk. To help him to settle he received farm imple-
ments, seeds and young trees at once to enable him
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to catch up with the planting season. He was also
supplied with rice. salt and oil to start with. He told
us that nearly one thousand families had left Saigon
for Tan Hung, two fifths of whom had at least one
member who had collaborated with the Americans
and the former puppet administration. These however
were granted the same privileges as others.

Loi invited us to make a tour of his garden which
was green with vegetation : the cassava-plants were
already tall and banana-trees were blossoming. He
and his wife showed us a papaw-tree from Bien Hoa
known for the abundance and quality of its fruit,
and a mango-tree from Binh Dinh, well known in
Central Viet Nam for its delicious big fruit and
small stone. Gifts to the Saigonese settled in the
countryside included a durian from Phu Quoc island
which he grew from a seed sent by one of his old
acquaintances who had heard that he was going to
the new economic zone. His garden is already
covered with young growth which in several years’
time will be an important source of revenue for
his family.

As we showed such an interest in his garden, Loi
became more candid : “We return to the countryside
like a tiger to his jungle,” he said. “However as
we have not been doing farm work for a long
time we have had to overcome some difficulties to
start with.

“In fact many of us who had only lived in the
town where life is crowded and electricity and run-
ning water are always available, could not bear this
Monotonous life at first. At night there was only the
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flickering light of an oil lamp and sometimes there
was even a shortage of well water. Many of the
families who settled in this immense plain near the
forest were scared stiff; on stormy nights all doors
were shut tight and no communication was possible.

“This large area had been levelled by bulldozers
but was already overgrown with tiger grass and full
of tree stumps which were beginning to sprout. The
days were sweltering hot, with no relief.

“All this frightened us at first. My wife and child-
ren were unanimously against staying and wanted to
return to Saigon, where, they said, they would prefer
to live no matter how... hawking, or selling what
remained of our belongings. We talked it over and
agreed that once we had sold everything we had,
our prospects would be worse than ever, especially
as we were not skilled in any trade.

“Just at that time Saigonese began to arrive at
Tan Hung in greater and greater numbers. Life be-
came more cheerful. The children began to go to
school or to take part in various activities in their
organizations. The sick received medical care, and
the more serious cases were sent to provincial
hospitals.

“Realities at last convinced me and my dear ones.
We set to work in our garden, weeding, breaking
clods of earth, uprooting stumps, removing stones
and shell splinters.”

Pointing his finger to the end of the house where
a heap of rusty fragments of bombs and shells lay.
Loi went on: “This is not all. When we dig a hole
to plant a young tree or make a furrow to sow
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maize seeds or bury cassava stems, we still come
across splinters of shells or bombs, even sometimes
an unexploded mortar shell.

“Work is hard, but it is a great joy for us to see
our garden green with vegetation, the field beside
our house carefully ploughed where rice plants will
ripen in a few months, and our children merrily
going to school in the day time and struggling with
their spelling at night! We have more confidence in
our work and are convinced that our future-will be
tied to that of our village of Tan Hung.

Bright Prospects.

Tran Cong Tam then invited us to have a look at
the fields of his village.

The sun was setting behind a forest of tall trees.
While we walked on the wide, partly ploughed up
plain showing its old as well as new furrows, Tam
told us: '

4In this first season, it has been necessary to bring
1,000 hectares under cultivation. Here, in the east
the rainy season is the only propitious season for
sowing. We have two tractors which operate irregu-
larly owing to lack of fuel. The workers number
many thousands but most of them are not accustomed
to the inclement weather and to manual labour and
there is a lack of technicians. We have to work day
and night so as to bring the whole area under culti-
vation for our immediate task of 700 hectares of
rice and 300 hectares of groundnuts and soya beans
to solve the food problem for the immediate future.
In the next few years the whole area will be planted

105




with sugar cane and soya beans, as these crops will
do well in this area.”

Two tractors continue to make long furrows on
the burnt over fields. The new settlers work in rows,
digging, raking, weeding, felling trees. Almost all
the responsible cadres in the village are working
with them. V

“What are the prospects for Tan Hung village ?”
I asked finally.

“Difficulties are great”, said Tam with a smile.
“The four major ones are: lack of irrigation water,
of haulage power, of fertilizers, particularly organic
manures, and of technicians. But we have found a
rapid way to solve these problems. Any beginning
is difficult, you see, and we’ve overcome the initial
obstacles : the settlers are firmly installed, and now
we can confidently concentrate on production.”

Leaving Tan Hung, this new village set up by
people from Saigon, I could not help thinking of an
“agro-town” (as the American “resettlement” wvil-
lages were called) situated along National Highway
No. 1 in Central Viet Nam which I had visited shortly
after liberation. As remarked by a Catholic friend
who had lived in a former agro-town and who has
now just settled at Tan Hung.

“Their agro-town was hell to live in. But Tan
Hung’s different. We'll be happy here. “The settlers
can see the promise given by Tran Cong Tam, chair-
man of the village administrative committee, com-
ing true : “We’ll make Tan Hung live up to the name
the villagers have given it.” Tan Hung means ‘new

prosperity’.
MAI QUANG
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FILLING THE VACUUM

Under the US neo-colonialist regime, industry in
southern Viet Nam was concentrated in the Bien
Hoa — Saigon area. It was a system of enterprises
which, although outwardly they looked like industrial
establishments, were actually only commercial
enterprises. Their main task was to assemble ma-
chines produced by foreign countries on sub-contracts
and process imported raw materials. Many of their
products carried foreign trade marks. All these enter-
prises depended on foreign aid, mainly American,
for everything from raw and other materials and
fuel, to machinery, technology and capital. At most
of the enterprises, technological management was
entirely in the hands of foreign specialists. Viet-
namese engineers, though trained in the US, France,
Japan, West Germany and other capitalist countries,
were only assistants.

After the liberation of southern Viet Nam (April
30, 1975) the revolutionary administration took over
this industry in a state of paralysis: almost all the
factories had been closed, their cash-boxes were
empty, raw materials were in short supply, and all
the foreign specialists and technicians had left.

To provide employment for the workers it was
necessary to restore production ; but the problem was
how to get round the economic dependence on foreign
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countries. Of the innumerable difficulties of the
early stage, the supply of raw materials was a cru-
cial problem for all enterprises. It was impossible
to continue importing raw materials as before. To
“fill the vacuum”, a new and vigorous re-orientation
was necessary.

After liberation, the COGIVINA paper mill, which
was in the same situation as almost all other fac-
tories, ran short of its raw material, paper pulp. A
little more than five weeks after the factory was
taken over by the new administration, on June 7,
1975, COGIVINA resumed production, first with
recycled old books and newspapers collected or
purchased by the factory, then with a small quantity
of chemical paper pulp sent from the North. These
sources of material were not inexhaustible, however,
and in about the middle of 1976, the supply of raw
materials again became a real problem. New initia-
tives were needed. Thanks to a number of bamboo
and wood processing machines sent by the Viet Tri
paper mill in the North, COGIVINA was able to
improve its machines so as to utilize bamboo and
pine-wood as raw materials. But the exploitation of
pine forests was no easy job either, as Lam Dong
province (north of Ho Chi Minh City) could only
supply 40 per cent of the amount needed.

After a period of study, COGIVINA’s cadres and
workers improved their method of beating paper
pulp in order to utilize a new kind of raw material
which abounds in the country and the exploitation
of which otherwise presents no great difficulty — the
wood of old rubber trees. This is an ordinary wood.
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It decays rapidly, has short fibres, and was formerly
used as fire-wood or fertilizer. By mixing 50 per
cent rubber wood pulp with 50 per eent pine-wood
pulp, COGIVINA successfully solved the problem of
raw materials for paper production. The quality of
its paper is about the same as before, but production
costs have dropped by 19,5 per cent.

*

* *

The THANH THANH enamelled tile factory,
which was built with American aid, used Italian
equipment and Japanese raw materials, and em-
ployed Italian and French specialists. At the time
of liberation, all foreign specialists and technicians
left the country. The factory continued production
with the remaining materials. In July 1976, the
factory was nationalized at the request of its owner.

Enamelled tiles are a valuable export commodity,
but to maintain production, it was imperative to find
a substitute for the pirophillite used in producing
them. After research and experiments with raw
materials available, the technical section of the fac-
tory arrived at an optimal formula for combining
industrial waste and local raw materials. The new
material was Pren kaolin produced in Lam Dong
province. A factory producing this kind of kaolin
was built at the foot of the Pren Pass with a present
capacity of 5,000 tons per year, which will double
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by the end of 1978. Thus the problem of raw ma-
terials for the production of enamelled tiles has
basically been solved.

Another example of the utilization of domestic
raw materials instead of imported ones comes froin
the CUU LONG factory (which belongs to the
Fertilizer — Insecticide Company of the Agricultural
Service of Ho Chi Minh City). This plant has pro-
duced two insecticides — furatoc and nicotine sulfate,
which destroy crop and vegetable insect pests, with
materials extracted from maize cobs (to make fu-
ratoc), and from the stems of tobacco plants and
wastage from cigarette production (to make nicotine
sulfate).

Another basic feature of the complete dependence
on foreign countries by industry in southern Viet
Nam formerly was technological dependence.

VIKYNO’s full name was “Viet Nam Ky Nghe
Nong Co”. It was built with Japanese assistance, and
was a factory mainly specialized in assembling two
main products — internal combustion engines and
7 h.p. hand-operated ploughing machines. More than
70 per cent of the parts of both machines came from
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Japan; VIKYNO itself made less than 30 per cent,
and the latter were mostly rudimentary and simple.

The main equipment of the factory was geared to
assembly work. The machine-tools workshop had
only some 50 machines, all of them multi-purpose
devices, and not a single specialized machine. The
technical cadres, though trained in foreign countries,
were only “assembly engineers”, although they were
highly-skilled technical cadres. Among the 200 work-
ers of the factory only 14 were classed as 7th-grade
engineering workers, but they never got farther than
mastering assembly techniques either.

VIKYNO was really only an assembly and sales.
agent for agricultural machines for Japanese capital-
ist companies.

After it was taken over by the revolutionary
administration, the factory did continue to assemble
agricultural farm tools with the Japanese parts still
in the stores. But VIKYNO gradually switched from
assembly to production and manufacture.

The Ministry of Engineering and Metallurgy
ordered factories in the North to share some of their
equipment with their southern counterparts, includ-
ing a large number of specialized machine tools,
the most important of which were a collection of
modern machines producing cog-wheels. The latter
comprised all kinds of machines for producing and
whetting cog-wheels, threading machines and vertical
grinding machines. With these new means of pro-
duction, VIKYNO has become fully able to produce
different cog-wheels for ploughing machines, supply
cog-wheels of various kinds to other factories, and
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has been able to manufacture more and more parts
of machines which formerly had to be imported
from foreign countries.

Late in 1975, with the cooperation of engineering
factories in the North, VIKYNO successfully pro-
duced the “Dai Thang (Great Victory) 5A” plough-
ing machine, more than 70 per cent of whose parts
were made by the factory itself. This marked a big
stride on the road from mere assembly and repair
to manufacture and production.

The next step taken by VIKYNO was to turn out
the 12 h.p. “Bong Sen” (Lotus) ploughing machine
with the cooperation of the Ha Son Binh provincial
agro-engineering factory in the North. This type of
machine was the result of collective research by
technical cadres and workers in the North who had
spent many years of untiring study of design and
industrial process. Tens of thousands of this machine
are being produced for cooperative farms in the
North. A team of northern engineers and specialists
brought VIKYNO valuable materials, including the
blue-prints of the Bong Sen as well as the industrial

process for manufacturing and assembling it, together

with five prototypes, two of which have been per-
fected. This meant that VIKYNO could shorten the
period of test production.

With the help of the northern team of specialists
VIKINO finished assembling two “Bong Sen 12”
ploughing machines in 12 days, using materials sent
by the Ha Son Binh agro-engineering factory. In
this co-operative prcduction VIKYNO contributed
58 per cent of the parts on the assembly line. This
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was to be only the initial step in test production,
and it was undertaken after only a short pericd of
preparation. When the factory moves into mass-
production VIKYNO may produce considerably
more. This is the desire of both sides and the aim
of the cooperation.

This was a test product based cn the blue-prints
of the Ha Son Binh agro-engineering factory, but
VIKYNO has devised other valuable improvements
in the field of engineering, such as increasing the
speed of the soil lcosener from 200 to 240 revolu-
tions per minute, assembling a system for regulating
heat in engines, reducing the temperature from 110°
to 80°C. This improvement means that the machines
last lenger and increase their output, as well as
saving the workers’ time spent pouring water into
radiators and mending parts. It has also made the
machines lighter, more easily handled, and more
suitable for scuthern ricefields.

On the basis of the experience gained from the
test production of the “Bong Sen 12” ploughing
machine, VIKYNO prepared for test production of
a new ploughing machine, the “Dai thang 127,
making 90 per cent of its parts itself or in coopera-
tion with other engineering establishments in the
country. This new ploughing machine combines the
fine qualities of the “Bong Sen 12”7 and its prede-
cessor and is being mass-produced to gradually
replace the “Bong Sen 12",

In addition to a series of ploughing machines,
VIKYNO has produced pumps with capacities of
200, 250 and 450 cubic metres per hour. '
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Another agro-engineering factory, VINAPPRO,
has cooperated with the Tran Hung Dao engineer-
ing plant in Hanoi to produce 12h.p. diesel motors.

The technical cooperation between these four
engineering factories in northern and southern Viet
Nam has made it possible to produce an engine-
powered ploughing machine. This production has
given technical cadres and workers whose capab-
ilities could not fully develop in the past, the oppor-
tunity to give full play to their know-how ; and they
have made notable contributions to the improvement
and perfecting of the 12h.p. diesel motor and the
“Bong Sen 12” ploughing machine.

It is no easy task to turn an economy completely
dependent on foreign countries into an independent
and sovereign structure. However, the road travel-
led by many industrial enterprises in southern Viet
Nam over the past two years has shown that the
efforts of these factories, coupled with the assistance
of the socialist North, make it possible gradually to
“fill the vacuum” left by US neo-colonialism.

NGUYEN XUAN LAI

VIET NAM COURIER
No. 62 — July 1977

114

A FACTORY ON THE BANK
OF THE PERFUME RIVER

The Long Tho lime-kilns — the only factory in
Hue —stands a few kilometres from Hue as the
crow flies, on the right bank of the quiet Perfume
River bordered with flame-trees. F acing the kiln is
the Thien Mu pagoda, a famous example of Viet-
namese architecture.

The Story of Kiln Number One

We visit the lime-kiln about two months after
its reactivation. It is already more than half a year
after the complete liberation of the South.

We approach kiln number one. It is seven metres
deep and brimful of baking lime. The kiln works
round the clock. There we meet Vo Ba Khoa, sturdy
middle-sized man over sixty with a long face, dark
skin and slightly silvered hair, who has had 20 years’
experience in his trade.

“Under the French colonialists,” says he, “this
was kiln number five, and a very obstinate one. Its
daily 6 tons of lime was never well-done. As a rule,
the lime was only half-baked. The French bosses
used to get furious and threaten and coerce the
workers to raise the output and quality of lime, but
we would put the blame on their poor technique.”
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And old Khao laughs, proud of the workers' past
struggle. Then he goes on:

“In fact, you can see that kiln number five still
works very well. The truth is that we purposely
made a bad job of it in those days so the French
could not exploit us at will. We worked and sabotag-
ed at the same time, so much so that the half-baked
lime amounted to thousands of tons, in the end and
the French had to stop work at kiln number five
once and for all...”

It is now kiln number one at this State factory,
the first to get working, and already producing more
than 300 tons of soft whitish lime which are cenvey-
ed by skips and winches into the stores. Three
months later it will be crushed and sifted then put
into bags.

The one who should get the most credit for the
reactivation of kiln number one is old Nguyen Van
Phao, a man with sixty years’ experience and a top-
notch worker.

After the liberation of Hue, he was one of the first
who made application to work again at the factory.

Despite his seventy-six years, white hairs, wrinkled

face and slightly bowed back, his eyes are still bright
and his work still unsurpassed by his young mates.

The young engineers newly assigned to the kiln
are learning oven operation from him. With his pro-
fessional eyes he knows simply by looking at the
stone how much coal is needed to turn it into lime,
whereas the fire on the kiln walls tells him the
quality of the lime. Moreover, he knows how to
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remedy underdone lime and an over-weighted kiln
while it is thousands of degrees centigrade hot.

When still an apprentice, he would use two bam-
boo ladder stilts to get more than ten metres down
into the oven belly and check layer upon layer of
stone, firewood and coal in the stinking pitchdark
kiln. In spite of their formulae on the production of
hydraulic lime, French engineers were far outshone
by our skilled Nguyen Van Phao.

Now he is using his werkmanship and experience
giving the young workers technical guidance for a
rapid rehabilitation of kiln number one.

Once a batch of six tons of high grade lime has
been produced, the output of kiln number one stead-
ily rises: seven, seven and a half, eight, nin> then
ten tons a day.

Asked about the significance of these figures, old
Phao simply says, “in the past, we were hired
labourers. Now, the situaticn has changed: we are
the masters of the factory, working for ourselves,
for our families and for our society.

Kiin Number Three : Destruction

and Construction.

Once put into operation, kiln number two does not
want to play second fiddle and soon reaches 12 tons
a day.

At Kkiln number three, a great many workers are
hard at work giving the finishing touches to the kiln
mouth, seven metres above the ground.

Among those taking part is old Huynh Ngoc
Khuyen, a member of the works committee, full of
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beans for all his white hair. Says he, “I was ten
when I stepped into my father’s shoes to work here.
At sixteen, I became a mechanic and continued to
work here in this kiln.”

Immediately after the liberation of Hue, he report-
ed at the factory. He can put his hand to any job,
and is always on hand whenever there is a shortage
of raw materials or fuel or a machine needs repair-
ing.

“It’s really been an overall reconstruction job,”
he says. “The factory has a very significant name :
Long means dragon and Tho longevity (the label of
the cement bag printed in 1960 did bear a dragon
head with the words Long Tho Lime and Cement,
Viet Nam) ; but under the French, the Japanese and
the US-puppets, it has died four or five times !”’

At first, the products of the Long Tho lime kilns
took pride of place in the building materials market.
The hydraulic lime could stand comparison with
cement, resisting pressure of from 250 to 300kg per
square centimetre.

In 1906, the products of the factory were exhibited
in Marseilles and recognised as a good substitute for
hydraulic cement.

There were five kilns and 800-1,000 workers in the
peak years, producing a maximum of 1,500 tons a
month. Apart from lime, the works also produced
bricks and tiles, decorative bricks, firebricks, polish-
ed bricks and water pipe. The French colonialists
intended to expand the kiln and employ 5,000
workers. But their plan was not realized.
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The factory was heavily bombed when the Japan-
ese overthrew the French in 1945. After the French
reoccupation of Viet Nam in 1946, the kiln was
rehabilitated, but lacking raw materials and means,
it worked at a loss and was then closed down. It
was restored under the US-puppets, late in 1958.
But it was not until September 1959 that it was
capable of producing even as much as 300 tons a
month with only one kiln operating. Early in 1960,
Long Tho cement bags lay unsold beside US and
Japanese cement dumped in South Viet Nam. Again
the factory closed down and early in 1968 it was
turned into a concentration camp where more than
one thousand of our fellow-countrymen were penned
up as Viet Cong suspects.

In 1969, the puppets invested over two million
dong in it but this only kept it going until Septem-
ber 1972, when all five kilns had to put out their fire.

On liberation, the five kilns lay gaping like five
deep wells overgrown with wild grass.

At the outset the old workers over sixty who had
spent three quarters of their lives toiling at the kiln
made application to the revolutionary authorities to
be allowed to come back to restore a traditional trace.
Then hundreds of new young workers brimming with
pride were admitted to the factory to carry on their
fathers’ work. All of them, old and young, men and
women, have pooled their forces to clear up the wil-
lerness and build the works anew. They have scour-
ed the site for firebricks to reconstruct the Kkilns,
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smashed enemy-abandoned posts to recover corrugat-
ed iron and iron bars to remake the roof and
reinforce the kiln walls.

The old workers have managed to re-assemble
many lathes, generators, planes, drills, crushers and
sieves from the debris. Moreover, two lorries and
one bulldozer left behind by the enemy on the river
bank have been repaired to carry ores and for
levelling work. A whole system of hoisting gear and
winches has been gradually rehabilitated.

Before ending our talk, old Khuyen points at the
workers reconstructing kiln number three: “Kiln
number three over there was destroyed by our
mines in 1949. The attackers are now rebuilding it,
and working day and night.”

North and South Together.

“Besides our famous hydraulic lime, our kiln
makes a host of other products,” a leading cadre of
the factory tells us. Huynh Van Xuan, 79 years old,
the oldest worker of the factory, tells us that accord-
ing to the 1976 plan the Long Tho factory will pro-
duce 8,000 tons of hydraulic lime and eventually
more when all the five cvens operate. Along with
the hydraulic lime the plan is to produce ten thou-
sand unbaked concrete slabs. As for bricks, they
intend to make about seven million. Huynh Van
Xuan also shows us the brick-kilns left inoperative
for a half century, now being repaired by young
women workers. Long rows of mine, smooth rosy
bricks with their names in relief “Firebricks —
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Long Tho State factory” are awaiting firing. Eighty
thousand firebricks were to be produced in 1975.

The laboratory of the factory has begun work in
spite of numerous difficulties. It has two rooms. The
outer cne exhibits a host ¢f products. The inner
room serves as a studio for the engineers and tech-
nicians, complete with lab instruments and technical
bocks in foreign languages.

Four engineers have been sent here from the
North to help broaden the range of products and
expand the capacity of the kiln. A young technician,
a former student of literature in Hue, says “Long
Tho lime can resist a pressure of 300kg per square
centimetre after passing through a sieve with 4,900
holes ver square centimetre. Compared with the
lime produced under the former regime, ours is one
and a half times more resistant. When we apply the
experience achieved by the North in this field, the
quality will definitely improve.

From the top of kiln number three a middle-aged
worker shouts at the top of his voice, interrupting
cur talk “Hullo, comrades, the brick lorries from
the North are coming.”

A convoy of newly-painted lorries is entering the
vard of the kiln. They carry the fire-bricks, chamotte
slabs, fuel and oil sent by the Cau Duong brick
factory in Hanoi. The Hanoi workers light from their
lorries, and are warmly greeted by their Hue mates.

“This is not the first convoy,” and old worker says
t0 me. “Since the liberation of the Scuth, the North

121




has helped us with Quang Ninh coal, Cau Duong
bricks, technicians, engineers...”

This factory suddenly reminds me of all the others
I have visited in Saigon, Bien Hoa and Thu Duc.
They are all suffering from the same problem: a
serious shortage of raw materials and fuel, a serious
shortage left by neo-colonialism which we are mak-
ing good with the strength and resources of a reu-
nified country.

DUY THE

NEW TIMES

Just looking at him, nobody would believe he
played the leading role in the rehabilitation of the
factory after the liberation of Saigon. His small
figure, his nose beaded with sweat on a bony face
suggested rather a man dogged by misfortune.
Everything about him was tiny and withered, but
for two big, bright eyes which gleamed strength. To
all outward appearances, he did not seem a capable
type; he even looked dull and timid. However, it
was clear when they spoke of him that everybody,
from the military manager* to the door-keeper, set
great store by him, as if the fate of the factory was
in his hands. To the military manager, he was “a
kind man”, while the trade unionists considered
him “an outstanding worker in the factory.”

There was nothing special about his past apart
{from a family tragedy. He started life happily
enough but he soon had some bad luck. After finish-
ing secondary school, he took a job at the factory
when it started making flavouring powder. He used

* Representative of the Military Management Committee
for Ho Chi Minh City in the factory. The Military Manage-
Mment Committee administered urban affairs in the first
Months after liberation — Ed.
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half his first mcenth’s salary to treat his mates and
the other half to buy a gift for his sweetheart, which
made his mother weep a whole night. Life was most
enjoyable ; he had a lot of dreams and few cares. He
fell in love only once, and married his sweetheart
two years later. His wife was a gentle and diligent
girl ; she gave a lot of attention to her husband, and
knew how to please him. So he was very satisfied
with his marriage and ccnfident of his future. But
life was not to continue smooth sailing. Misfortune
soon befell him quite unexpectedly.

His family happiness was undermined by the
introduction in the South of the American way of
life, which emphasized material enjoyment and
denigrated all human values. His wife fell a victim
to its temptations, first from a desire for fashionable
clothes and foreign cosmetics; and then got caught
up in wild love-affairs and material passions. At
first, he mistook this for a predilection for a rich
life and overlooked it; but by the time he realized
the full significance of it, it was too late.

In pre-liberation Saigon murderers preached
philanthropy to the religious, robbers virtue to the
plundered, and swindlers prevailed upon the right-
eous; the result was that countless families were
broken up and innumerable people were killed. His
family tragedy being no excepticn, he consoled
himself thinking “Mine is a dog’s life” or “No peace
for the wicked”. He ignored his wife and took more
care cof his three small children. The more he
thought of their plight, the more he was determined
to struggle with life, convinced that he would
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manage to survive. However. despite his effort, he
met cne difficulty after another. Life seemed like a
gulf teeming with sharks while he was but a
lonely cod.

When his wife deserted him he kept on working,
disregarding his wounded heart. He gave up all
amusements in order to concentrate on supporting
his small children and old mother; he did not take
to drink as many people weuld have done, because
he did not feel desperate. He no longer took any
notice of time or his health, not even a sudden
illness. One thought spurred him on: te do his duty
as a father and a worker. So he went to werk thirty
days a month and three hundred and sixty one
days a year —missing only four days on the occasion
of the Tet festival. Every month he was paid a bonus
and every year an extra fifteen days’ pay. In addi-
tion, he was promoted to key jobs in the factory-
By dint of working hard and saving, he managed
to buy a three-roomed house with modern equip-
ment. He concluded from his experience that 2
diligent man could live comfortably in any society.

However, the life he had built up with his sweat
and tears soon collapsed: he had two call-up papers-
When he received the first one, he had to sell all
his furniture in order to bribe everybody from the
military policemen to the district chief to waive his
call-up. One year later, he was again called up. He
had to choose between his house and the army.
“Whom I shall shoot ? Who is my enemy ?” Were
he obliged to join up, he would shoot the military
policemen and then himself, he thought. The thought
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of leaving three small orphans restrained him. After
several nights of thought he sold his house to pay
the necessary bribes. Life was robbing him of every-
thing and driving him into an impasse- “I make
sweet powders, but am repaid with sour rebuffs!”
he thought bitterly.

Meanwhile, his employer laid off sixty workers
under the pretext that he could not sell so much
flavouring now the GIs had withdrawn and the
government-controlled areas had shrunk. A struggle
against the sackings began. Though he was not
among the sixty unfortunate ones, Hung anticipated
that he might suffer the same fate one day and was
very worried. So he took part in the struggle out of
sympathy rather than because he was class con-
scious. His action infuriated his boss nevertheless.

One day when he had finished work and was
going down the stairs, the assistant manager handed
him his third call-up papers, saying, “Wedding invi-
tation for you!”

Then he added mockingly, “This time you’ll leave
your skin in the Highlands, old man.”

Hung stared blankly at the papers in his hand- The
assistant-manager was watching him. It was a
dreadful moment. Drops of sweat fell on the papers.

Knowing that he was frightened, his interlocutor
smiled and said, “You do look dismayed !”

Then he guffawed and patted Hung’s shouldder,
“I really had you fooled ! Don’t worry. The boss, has
already fixed it.”

And the assistant-manager tore up the papers,
saying “Where else would you find such a kind
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boss 77 Then threateningly, “Pity has its limits, so
behave yourself!”

Hung was worried. When he first saw the paper
he thought of shooting his foot off in order to
avoid the army because he could not afford a third
bribe. This corrupt society was draining his last drop
of blood. :

Next morning he learnt that the scene arranged
by the assistant-manager was part of the plan to
break the workers’ struggle. The boss, as Hung was
fully aware, treated well those workers that lined
his pockets, and the bribe he gave the recruting
agent was nothing compared with the profit he
earned by keeping Hung in the factory.

That afternoon, the resistance to the sacking
collapsed when the military police arrested ten
workers. Sixty workers were laid off, to Hung’s
desperation.

Like many Saigon people, Hung longed for a radi-
cal change. He was fed up with this society in which
money ruled and justice and dignity were ignored.
“You’ve no faults, but you are too poor. I can’t live
without money. Everybody’s chasing money, and I
must join the race !” his wife had said when she left
him for a plantation-owner. Abandoned by his wife,
Hung pinned all his hopes on a better life, in which
people’s values were more sacred than money and
aims nobler than just gratifying themselves.
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When Hue, Da Nang, then Xuan Loc fell and the
puppet army and the population thronged to Saigon,
Hung awaited the entry of the Liberation Army.
Early in April, the foreign engineers at the factory
had left along with their Embassy. The day the fac-
tory closed down, the workers gathered before it
and talked of many things — of the bigwigs treading
on each other to get away, of the puppet soldiers
murdering and piundering, of the sorry plight cf the
evacuees. Hung did not join them for he had some-
thing urgent to do.

He entered the factory and climbed a long flight
of stairs up to the control-room. There was an
appalling silence, punctuated by the faraway boom-
ing cf guns. Hung opened the breeding-room door;
the automatic machine was siill running, like the
pendulumn of a grand-father clock. He stopped it
and divided the cultures in the container into three
parts: he left one part behind, took ancther to the
company, and the third he took home to rear in case
the others died. He hoped the cultures might be
useful.

The following days were not easy to forget. Hung
witnessed the death throes of the Saigon regime,
in its agony, everything rotten in its body was ex-
posed in the streets.

The cultures Hung brought home grew fairly well,
thanks to his devoted care and the various improvi-
sations he devised to replace the equipment he
lacked. These tender cultures reared in those stormy
days were destined to create a sweet flavour for life.
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On the seventh of June, Hung was invited by the
factory military management committee to restart
production. All the foremen were convened. The mili-
tary manager was an old, sturdy, severe looking
man with white hair.

Like the others, Hung watched him closely. It was
the first time in twenty years that he had met a
representative of the Revolution of which he had
heard so much slander.

The meeting lasted two hours, but reached stale-
mate. Everybody was aware that the reopening of
the factory was an urgent task, in order to provide
the workers with jobs and the population with goods.
However, there were many difficulties. First of all,
nobody knew the complete process of making the
flavouring powder. The foreign engineers had not
disclosed any professional secrets so as to exact the
best terms for themselves from the owner and guaran-
tee that their contracts would be renewed. Thus, all
techniques to do with calculation, fostering cultures,
the ratio of glucose and various acids needed for the
cultures to grow, everything was under their control.
This knowledge was necessary for the making of the
powder. Indeed, many factories went bankrupt for
want of the basic chemical information. Only the
foreign engineers had the knowhow. The workers
had the right to inquire about anything beyond
their individual job — watching clocks and pressing
buttons. In fact, automation turned them into robots.
All the owner needed from them was profit, not
creative spirit. Technique was the business of the
foreign engineers. The assistants knew only how to
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carry out their orders and write down the figures
on the clocks. Not surprisingly, nobody present in
the meeting had any idea how to restore production.

“If the military management commitee does not
send us engineers, we can do nothing,” they said-

Hung knew better than anybody how difficult it
would be and he racked his brains for how to deal
with the problem.

The others were also thinking about it and from
time to time looked at one another inquiringly.
While waiting for their answer, the military managet
looked at each of them encouragingly and tried to
read their thoughts. When he saw that Hung an-
swered his look, he nodded to him. And the worker
understood. “Cheer up !” he thought. “We’re masters
of the factory now! Now it’s up to us.”

Back home in the afternoon, Hung sent his children
into the next room and began working. Rummaging
through the papers he had brought back from the
factory, he looked for the figures he needed and
jotted them down in his notebook. After scribbling
four pages he heard a knock on the door. Thinking
that his mother was calling him for dinner, he said,
“I'm busy- Please eat with the kids, mum !”

A second knock. He stood up annoyed, but was
struck dumb when he opened the door. A young
woman’s face appeared behind his mother. The face
was very familiar to him. Before they had become
husband and wife, he had said that those eyes were
“the doors of a lively soul”, that nose was “typical

130

of Asian beauty” and those lips were” the incarna-
tion of concupiscence”. Well, that face with gra-
cious, fresh features had at one time belonged to
him. Now she was quite a different person. Her eyes
were clouded with deep sorrow while her formerly
fresh, pink lips hung tiredly.

Frightened perhaps at the look of her former hus-
band, the young woman hastily stammered, “I.
I came to see the children.” Blood rushed to Hung's
face as he replied tersely, “Next room,” and slam-
med the door.

He suddenly felt tired. Without taking his shoes
off he threw himself on his bed, his head rested on
his crossed hands and his eyes stared at the ceiling.
On the yellowish ceiling two lizards were looking
for mosquitoes.

“She called on the children. And I thought...”

He banished that thought but another one flashed
into his mind: “If she apologized to me, would I
forgive her 7’ He shut his eyes not to see the lizards,
which were chasing each other. “No, no. On what
ground should I pardon? She..” Then another
thought cut in: “She must be very unhappy!” He
heaved a heavy sigh. Now he felt a terrible pain in
his head and tried to doze a few minutes but couldn’t
Old memories merged with scenes of the new life
in his thoughts.

The quiet streets were plunged in their night
slcep. From time to time some military vehicles
passed patrolling the city, but their noise did not
disturb the prevailing stillness. Feeling thirsty, Fung
took a bottle of beer from his refrigerator, poured
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himself a glass and went back to his table. He
reviewed the columns of figures in his notebook
and tried to work out the relation between them.
At times a column of figures kept him puzzled for
a while; at times he seized his pen and wrote
rapidly, or wearily put his pen on the table and
scratched his head until suddenly a flush of joy
came to his face. In the end he found the answer
to the problem and solved the relationships between
columns of figures, which he then put into words.

Being conscientious and careful, he read what he
had written, underlined the important phrases and
queried the doubtful ones. Now the entire process
of making the flavouring powder was before him in
all its details.

Carried away with relief, Hung stood up and
opened the window. A breeze laden with dew rustled
the sheets of paper on the table. He looked up at
the starry sky enraptured and hummed a tune. Far
from being weary, he felt free in his mind. For the
first time he realized the happiness of a man who
had done useful work for the Revolution, and he
was iransported with joy.

The horizon in the east turned rosy. A new day
full of hope was beginning.

*

* *

When he opened his work-room door, Hung saw
a note somebody had pushed under it. He read:
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“The boss sends you his greetings and tells you
to beware.”

Hung frowned “What does this mean ? What boss ?
The old one’s been arrested as a spy!”. He was puz-
zled. He put his papers on his desk. The room seemed
stuffy. It was certainly a threat. But why ? And who
had written the note ?

He tried to see whose writing it was but could not.
Feeling cold air on the back of his neck, he looked
round at the door. It was clear that somebody was
shadowing him, and deliberately trying to hinder
the restoration of production that the military
manager had asked him to study and to report to
him this morning. What was to be done ? If he did
not do as the note said, his life could be in danger.
In crowded Saigon, agents of the old regime were
many, and he could not be sure his life was safe.
However, if he gave up useful work for his country
which provided jobs for hundreds of workers as well
as himself because of an insolent threat, he would
be a coward... His life had taken a new turn. Though
still difficult, it was full of promise. And his children
would have good schooling and live in independence
and freedom.

Hung had not decided how to deal with the anony-
mous note when the military manager summoned
him. He took the papers he needed and locked the
others in his drawer. The work-room which had
belonged to the foreign engineers had all kinds of
modern conveniences, some of them beyond Hung’s
understanding. On the four walls hung drawings
or embroideries of Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese and
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American landscapes in big, polished frames. All the
windows were fitted with new blue velvet curtains.
The desk and the filing-cabinets were made of metal,
their heavy drawers fitted with automatic locks. In
the nearly ten years he had worked in the factory,
he had never seen this rcom. It was not until
yesterday afternoon, after over an hour’s talk with
the military manager that he was told to move
in here.

When he entered the manager’s office, many peo-
ple were already there, among them the foremen.
Upon seeing him, the manager beckoned him to come
and sit near him.

The meeting began, and Hung stood up and
reported on the formula of the ferment. At first he
was nervous, for he had never spoken in public
before. All eyes were encouragingly fixed on him.
He recovered his nerve after a few minutes and
spoke fluently. He answered questions by giving the
exact calculations, and ended his technical report to
warm admiring applause.

Hung felt a flush rise to his face while his heart
beat faster. With a light head now, he imagined he
was flying in the air. He could not know all the joys
to come with the Revolution, but at least he knew
this one.

However, the shadow of the old regime still
haunted. He felt malicious eyes on him. He tried to
dispel this fear by reason, but to no avail. His know-
ledge of the Revolution was too limited. The new
social order which fulfilled the aims and desires of
working people like himself, was nevertheless toe
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new for him to understand fully. In spite of that,
his confidence in the new regime was firm, which
gave him the strength to keep going.

The following days were very busy for Hung. The
manager decided to try out the production of a hun-
dred and twenty tons of flavouring powder; so
Hung's time and energy were completely concen-
trated on that task. He stayed in the work-room and
took his meals in the factory. Some nights he could
sleep only one hour. Sometimes he could not finish
his meal without being called. He did three shifts
with the workers on the machines. Many workers
tried to persuade him to go to bed, but he refused.
There were old workers who rebuked him.

“You don’t trust us, it seems. You must let us to
be masters, too. You're always standing over us,
like a boss.”

Far from displeasing Hung, this reproof made him
understand his work mates better, and sometimes
moved him to tears. On the management’s orders
and out of esteem for him, the cooks brought him a
bowl of soup or a bottle of soft drink every night.
This kindness was unheard of in pre-revolutionary
Jays. Being a man of feeling, Hung was really af-
‘ected. He saw the limitations of money, while feel-
ings know no bounds, especially revolutionary
feeling,

The trial production entered its fourth day. The
fermentation was excellent and the first neutraliza-
tion achieved. The cultures grew fast because all
"he process were correctly done. As difficulties were
“olved promptly by the workers, there was
"o infection.




On the fifth day Hung was dozing when the tele-
phone rang. “Second neutralization coming, please
come!” It was a quarter past two am. Hung was
pleased with the success. Only two more days and
one hundred and twenty tons of flovouring powder
would be sifted and put in sachets. Though he had
had almost no rest for the past five days and nights,
he did not feel tired and wondered why he was in
such good form.

The passage leading to the machines where the
second neutralization was being worked was a nar-
row corridor. The big glucose boilers with
crisscrossed pipes were quiet after completing their
work. “If all is well, from next week these boilers
will have to work continually,” Hung smilingly
thought to himself.

Going down the staircase, Hung suddenly felt a
heavy weight on his shoulder, then a violent pain
raced to his head. A few more steps to the ground
floor, and he collapsed, unconscious.

He came out of his coma and heard foot steps and
voices in the distance. He strained his eyes, but again
lost consciousness.

It was not until the next aftenoon that he came
to and realized that he was in a hospital. After
eagerly drinking a glass of milk fed to him by a
nurse, he felt his thirst abate and his body grow
warm again. In a weak voice he asked :

“Do you know when I came here ?”

“The factory brought you here at a quarter past
two last night.” )
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“Who brought me here ?”

“A white-haired man who said he was your
father.”

Hung frowned, then stammered, “No, my father
died long ago, when I was twelve. The white-haired
man is the military manager of the enterprise.”

The nurse was astonished “That is a surprise!
This morning he called here twice and was upset
because you hadn’t regained consciousness.”

“Did anybody else come ?”

“A lot of workers from the factory, but I didn’t
let them in. Only and old woman and a young one
were allowed in after many entreaties. The old
woman said she was your mother and the other a
neighbour of yours.”

Hung flushed and smiled “Well, the old woman is
my mother but I don’t know who the neighbour is.
What did my mother say ?”

“She wept pitifully. Then she implored me to help
put you on your feet again. As if we would abandon
you to your death! She said that somebody had
beaten you. Is that true ? Strange, that you fight at
two a.m. like children.”

The girl’s candour amused Hung. She probably did
not know what sorrow was.

“Can I go home tomorrow ?”

The nurse looked at him. “How can you ? You have
to stay here one week at least.”

Hung was worried about the batch of flavouring
powder in the making at the factory. Second neutra-
lization would be finished tomorrow noon. The pow-
der would be poured into troughs then put into a
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