
SOU「HERN VIETNAM

SINCE [IBERA「ION /975-I977

壊

閲

HANOi - 1978



ヽ

1

l

iヽ

し

′‾

毒



WIT聞珊M §TEPS
SOUTHERN VIET NAM

SINCE IIBE尺ArION /975 - ‘977

-
言
融
類
掴
溺
認



PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Two years have gone by since the liberati。n

of Saigon on Apri1 30th, 1975・

This collecticm of articles, mOSt Of which have

been taken from past issues of the Vまet Nαm

Co初ieγ, Will give our readers an idea of the

changes that have been taking place in southem

Viet Nam in the intervening peried, and the

direction that developments there are taking.
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THE SITUATION IN HO CHI MINH CITY

SINCE LIBERATION, AND ORIENTATION

AND TASKS FOR 1977-1978

(Excerpts from the report of the Ho Chi Minh

City Committee of the Communist Party ,Of Viet

Nam at the First Congress of the City Party

Organization, Apri1 1977).

I. Big Achievements’Profound Changes.

1. The complete liberation of southem Viet Nam

marked the beginning of a new stage of the revo-

lution in our city, that of socialist revolution. The

sltuation can be summarized as follows :

a) After smashing the puppet army and adm血s-

tration, We immediately established proletarian

dictatorship and the leadership of the Party. Almost

土’our million people in the city were fired with

ardent patriotism and the tradition of persevering

and staunch struggle, and were filled with en-

thuslaSm OVer and pr音ide in the victory of the

nation. We have an extensive labour force, a COrPS

of skilled workers and a big force of scientific and

technical cadres. Following our complete victory,

We tOOk over sizeable material and technical bases

almost intact.
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These are great and very basic advantages.

b) However, We also took over all the city,s

difficulties and complexities resulting from the

healVy COIrsequenCeS Of the war of aggression and

the vestiges of neo-COIonialism :

-There were　400,000　troops and persomel of

the puppet administration who had deserted or

given themselves up on the spot; and there were

reactionary political organizations and the enemy

intelligence network which did not give up their

SCheme of sabotaging the gains of the revolution,

SOCialist transformation and socialist construct王on

in our city.

- There was an artificially prosperous economy,

a market flooded with aid commodities, Veiling the

real nature of an economy dependent on foreign

COuntries and geared to the war mach王ne. which

had subsisted only thanks to the 750 million dollars

WOrth of aid goods received each year. Hundreds

Of thousands of people were living in slums right

next to modem multi-StOrey buildinlgS. The econ-

Omy WaS On the verge of collapse. And there was

a threat of famine.

-Irrational distribution of the socia1 1abour

force resulting from the enemy,s policy of forciblc

urbanization, had led to a section of people being

able to live without working or producing, CauSmg

the population to swell far beyond the city‘s

CaPaCit〉「 tO Cater for its needs・ A million-StrOng

army of unempIoyed was left after liberation

」War-raVaged suburban ag工・icultu工、e, VaSt areaS

laid waste, and a dwindling sししPPly of imported

8

fertilizers and seeds was the situation in the agri-

cultural areas in the suburbs. Although the city

had a number of modem production bases, Small

PrOduction was common.

- Depraved, reaCtionary, neO-COIonialist culture、

WaS ramPant, SOCial evils were serious. A section

Of the population was addicted to a bourgeois,

ParaSitic way of life, despising labour, egOistic.

running af七er physical pleasure5, With a “heIe

to-day; gOne tOmOrrOW’’ attitude, heeding neither

COnSCience nor morality.

When they pulled out, the US imperialists were↓

COCksure that a11 these serious consequences would

have us floundering in hunger, thirst and chaos.

But they were mistaken. We have stood firm and

are on the way to stabilization and development.

C) Throughout the two wars of resistance against

foreign aggression, Our City Party Organization

Carried out mainly underground activities, becom-

ing steeled and tempered and acquiring experience、

in political and armed struggle. We are.now in a

POSition to lead all aspects of social life throしIgh

State power. but we find ourselves lacking ex-

Perience in face of the new tasks of a big andノ

extremely complex city.

2・ The situation in the city has undergone deep

α7]d α‖-γO祝7td γet)OZwtio7tαγt/ Cれα7?geS OVer the past

two years in the following main aspects :

α) Po掠れαLLg :

Fully aware of the paramount importance of the

question of who wields power-the key problem
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Of all revolutions-We have mobilized the masses

and rapidly built up the revolutionary administra-

tion at al1 1evels, Paying special attention to the

grassroots level. The revolutionary administration

has shown its superiority increasinglly Clearly, and

has proved itself to be the organ of people’s power,

-truly an administration of the people, by the people

and for the people・ The workers and other labour-

ing people in the city have seen this in their daily

life : from being oppressed and exploited they have

become the collective masters of the city through

their State administration. For the working people

this is a basic change in their lives. Millions of

people took an effective part in electing the unified

National AssembLy, the first time they have cast

votes to elect representatives who stand for their

interests and wishes on the country’s road forward・

The city is now seething with the preparations

for the election of the people,s councils at all levels.

Tens of thousands of people who have put forward

their opinions to the administration directly, tO the

Fourth Congress of the Party, nOW make their

observations to the City Party Organization・ This

is something very new in the politica1 1ife of the

'City, and is a concrete exPreSSion of the revolution-

ary nature, the truly democratic nature of the

socialist system, a democratic system we have never

known in our city.

Together with the revolutionary administration,

the revolutionary organisations of the masses,

which have over one million members all told、 are

another reflection of the people,s collective mastery.

ユ0

The people of various strata have joined in discus-

Siom and decisions in their own organizations on

questions of common interest, Organized collective

activities, and supervised the activities of the State

OrganS. This is a special feature of socialist democ-

racy, an important aspect of the working people’s

ICOllective mastery of society.

To ensure the working people’s right to collective

mastery, the revolutionary administration, With the

effective partic音ipation of the masses, have taken a

number of strong measures, tO Put an end to the

activities of stubborn counter-reVOlutionaries who

refused to give up their criminal path, tO eliminate

the comprador capitalists as a class, tO Punish

dishonest traders, and to prevent actions disturbing

Public order and security.

Although the revolutionary administration still

has to continue this tasks of repression, it is clear

after two years that the system of proletarian dic-

tatorship has been strengthened, and that po協cαZ

SeCuγ硬　α7td soc初　oγC!eγ　う7t the c毎g　庇ひe beelt

肌α据αれed　α71d　αγe beco肌読g moγe Sきαb比　冒he

reactiorlary forces have little chance of creating big

upheavals, although they still scheme to hinder our

advance.

At present, life still invoIves many difficulties for

the masses, Which the revolutionary administration

and the people cannot overcome ovemight. There

is a section of the population that is still complex-

ridden and is vulnerable to provocations. Soclal

COnditions are sti11 very complex, That is why we
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cannot allow ourselves to indulge in wishful think-

ing and to slacken our vigilance.

む) T庇eeol宅0肌g aγld短所g co仰,d硯〇億′S :

This is the most difficult and complex problem.

The Party Organisation and the revolutionary

administration are faced with a series of urgent

problems all of which they have to soIve at the

same time, Our enemies thought that we would be

unable to cope with the complex of di綿culties. But

the past two years have shown that, in spite of

numerous difficulties, We have succeeded in main-

taining relative stability and have made progress

in many fields.

Since liberation, electricity and water supplies,

transport and communications, and other aspects

Of public life in the city have been normal.

The city’s industrial system formerly depended

On foreign countries for raw materials, fuel, equip-

ment, and spaie parts. Now, effective aid has been

given, fI`Om Centra=evel and from the whole coun-
try, and the working class and the intellectuals in

the city have developed their spirit of self-reliance,

striven to overcome difficulties, and made full use

Of and found substitutes in domestically available

raw materials. J7tdひstγ初cmd ha7蘭cγαft p7.Od?lCtわ7!

庇s高雄e mαれbee撮i γeSめγed, αれdれα 1…爪beγ Of

bγαれCれes諒hαS del)eZoped so肋eu)hat. More than 400・

State enterprises have been commissioned and 14,00O

private industrial and handicraft establishments have

resumed their activities. In 1976, industry (includ-

ing centrally-run industry and local industries)

employed　270,000 workers and total output value

重2

¥

was a。。u, 1 8 bllll。n d。,.。r Mar」 。n,。rPrlS。S ha。

bri11iant results in relation to ‘their quota uふ　い一-

State plan.

After liberation, the peasantry, in the suburbs

showed great courage in removing and deactivating

unexpIoded mines and shells, and together with the

Volunteer Youth and the people from inner city

district, reClaimed waste land and opened up virgin

land, OVerCame Shortages of fertilizers, fuel, and

draught power, and developed water conservancy

work for intensive cultivation. The results obtained

were heartening: the tiued area in 1976　reached

88,000　hectares as agaiust　50,000　hectares before

liberation, rice production reached 160,000 tons in

1976 compared with 95,000 tons before liberationニー

almost double -, and more than　6　mi11ion cubic

metres of earth were moved for irrigation projects.

While restoring and developlng industry and

agriculture, We have started the redistribution bf

the work force, mObilizing and organizing　700,000

PeOPle to retum to their native villages, tO Settle

in suburban districts, Or tO gO and build new eco-

nomic zones. We have taken an important step in

redし1Cing unempIoyment by half (500,000 unempIoy-

ed people were given jobs), and have reduced social

evils. Large numbers of people have found that this

is a correct and necessary policy. In many localities

the people have stabilized their life and have set

about raising production and building their new

home villages. However言n a number of places, the

PeOPle still find life difficult, Particulary with regard

to food and housing. The sしIPPlying of food. daily

調蓄



工necessities and
dicine is not good enough, and

.|▲C Orlentation/ for prc)duction is not yet Clear in

a11 places.

To redistribute such a large work force and re-

duce unemployment by half in less than two years

has invoIved a great effort on the part of the people

and the administration in the city. Meanwhile we

have enjoyed substantial aid from centra1 1evel and

from the provinces in eastern Nan Bo.

In restoring and developing production and soIv-

ing the problem of empIoyment, We have striven

to improve the circulation and distribution of com葛

modities, OPened a number of State-run trade

establishments, and controlled the wholesale trade

of a number of necessities. We have relied on the

people in establishing a retail sales network (in-

cluding sales teams, COnSumer CO-OPeratives, Pur-

chasing and marketing co-OPeratives, and canteens

at public offices). At the same time we have had to

eliminate the comprador capitaljst class, Struggle

against dishoneslt traders, hoarders and speculators,

manage the market, and take the first steps in

transforming a number of key branches that have

a direct bearing on people’s life.

The city has suffered the serious consequences of

a protracted war and of neo-COIonialism, and in this

situation keeping people’s life as stable as at present

in spite of numerous di縦culties has required a tre-

mendous effort. Shortages and low living standards

are an unavoidable post-War Phenomenon in any

country, and it takes time to overcome economic

difficulties.
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。, 。初陣。ま。。。擁立
Aft。r lib。rati。n th。r。 WaS eI品usiasm and pride、

in the victory of the nation, but mclnV PeOPle, eS-

pecially those with ties of some sort toしhe old

regime, Were COmPlex-rildden with regard to the

revolution1. They had doubts, Were COnfused・ and

worried about the policies of the revolutionary

administration, and not a few were still in魚uenced

by the enemy’s divigive and anti-COmmunist ideas.

Now the overwhelming majority of the city peo-

ple have a much higher political consciousness, have

understood the line and policies of the revolution,

gradually dismissed their complexes, WOrries and

doubts, and have realized that the country must be

reunified and must advance to socialism・ Their pa-

triotism has grown and developed, SOCialis=houghts

have gradually penetrated deeply among the people,

especially the working people・ The majority of the

people have confidence in the leadership of the

Party and of the revolutionary administration,

although they are somewhat put out at the fact

that a number of revolutionary cadres have in-

fringed upon policies, and have degenerated・ They

have confidence in the new system, in their own

future and that of their children.

Whereas before people disliked, feared or despised

manua=abour, almost everybody has now realized

tha=abour is necessary and honourable’and they

join in the labour movements for increased produc-

tion, have left to build new economic zones’ and

take part in street cleaning, Sanitation work and

Other social activities.
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BI`Oad masSeS the people have also taken the

llrSt SteP in rea坤ng their right to collective mast‾

ery of society. Many people・s ideas abou=heir

relationsh王p With the community, relationships

within a family, and their way of thmking and

living have visibly changed・

As a result of these changes, although life is still

difficult for people, many mOVementS for revolu-
`tionary activity continue in the city, With the labour

movement for increased productivity at the core.

Hundreds of thousands of people of all strata are

invoIved, Creating a seething revolutionary atmos-

phere. In these movements tens of thous′ands of

¥′anguard workers, farmers, yOung PeOPle, and

women, and thousands of αgood nephews and nieces

of Unde Ho,, have emerged・ These are typical

examples of the new people who ardently love their

country, hate the old regime and firmly dissociate

themselves from it ; PeOPle who have become col-

1ective masters of society, COし1rageOuSly engaged in

labour and are striving to endure and overcome

di飾culties to fulfil their tasks.

The cultural and intellectし丁a=ife of the people,

the working people in particular, has been visibly

improved・ In 1976, mOre than 22 million attendanc-

es were recorded at lectures and discussions on the

revolutionary administration’s line and policies, at

gatherings, Study sessions, talks, rallies, and sepa-

rate propaganda sessions. There were over two

million visits at more than　200　exhibitions. On

average each Saigon citizen saw 3.8 performances

and 2.4 films, and was distributed O.8 book・

Almost one million schooI pupils receive free

tuition aCCOrding to the revolutilOnary PrOgramme

m 636 general education schooIs, 559 infant schooIs

and ciasses, and hundreds of complementary educa-

hOn SChooIs and classes. Illiteracy has in the main

been eliminated, mOSt SChool-age Children of work-

mg PeOPle go to school, and the socia] composition

Of the schooI population has been transformed.

The public health network extends down to the

grass-rOOtS units. On average, there lS One medical

Ⅵ’Orker for every　350 inhabitants, One doctor for

every　5,000 inhabitants, and　20　hospital beds for

∈Very lO,000 inhabitants.

CしふltしIral, 1iteracy, artistic, and physical culture

and sports activities are the content of a seething

and diversified mass movement. The war mValid

乙は1d social affairs service has begun to deal with

a number of questions colleem三ng∴POllCy [oward

dtsabled ex-SerVi。emen、 families o上　War dead and

壇milies that h盆ve rendered merlt()r白帆IS SerVices to

the revolution` and retlred publlC emPloyees. At the

Same time oし1r Clty has p○○led efforts to give med-

ica=rea十ment to. educate, and transfom through

l痛oしIr. lai.ge numbers of former drug-addicts and

Pl’OStitし1teS.∴and has had good results.

In brief, ‘、▼e Can Say that軌e ac短eue硯e7tt3 。f

拐e　2船t　弛O　9eαγS have been considerable and

fundamental. However, there have also been many

誼oricomings and weaknesses. and we have had

many c屑ficしIlties and problems to soIve.

l
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II. Remaining Di範culties.

Our city faces the following main obsねcles ln ltS

advance :

FまγStZg, the non-SOCialist relations cf productlOn-

Private capitalist economy, With its speculatory,

anarchic character言ts goal of maximizing profits,

causes an unstable market and erratic prices, hinders

economic planning, PreVentS PeOPle’s lives from

being stabilized, and generally makes life difficult・

Private capitalist manipulation of a large number

of the small traders and small shop-OWnerS and a

nunber of middle peasants interferes with small

pFOducers becoming collectivized・ It hinders the

strengthening of the worker-Pe料ant alliance, and

the development of small industry and handiera壬t

PrOduction and agriculture.

The non-SOCialist relations of production are also

the root cause of many social evils which disturb

Public secur王ty and order. In addition, Small and

individual production does not favour the appiica-

tion of technological advances, and therefore

hampers the increase of labour productivity

Seco7td軌　there is an excessive proport10n Of

non-PrOductive forces (more than　85%), With

500,000 jobless. Jobs have to be provided for lOO,000

more young people of work-age eVery yeaI∴　The

imer part of the city is overcrowded, With slえCh a

high population density, it is impossible to trans-

form the city into a civilized, mOdem and socialist

city without re-distributing the∴∴Wr)rk foY.eel∴Fnrう

relocating the population・

18

T肋d軌there are vestiges of the neo-COIonialist

ideology and culture to be dealt with. These are

reflected in a Selfish and parasitic way of life’the

search for physical pleasures, the fear of physical

labour, and most clearly in social evils. In addition

to this, the bourgeoisie and the reactionaries scheme

to keep on Sabotaging our socialist construction.

Fo研沈軌the revolution has entered a new stage

bu=here are many cadres and PaI‘ty members who

were not suHiciently prepared for it through educa-

tion in its line and policies, and so did not fully

understand the nature of the new revolutionary

stage、 Of the class struggle in this stage, and the

sLruggle between the two roads - SOCialism and

CaPitalism.

The majority of cadres and Party members are

basically good. They have been trained and tested

in t上1e hard and fierce struggle against the US

imperialists and their lackeys and forged in the

Current SOCialist construction. Many cadres and

Party members appointed by the Party Central

Commitiee, though physically weak and still anxious

about the difficult living conditions of their families,

have consistently maintained their attitude of

SOli庇r旺y and their confidence in and reliance on

the masses、 and they work devotedly day and night・

On∴晶e Other hand, We SeVerely criticize a number

Of comrこC曇es whose fighting spirit has dwindled,

Who have degenerated, allowed themselves to be

COrrupted or have shown an overbearing and

authoritarian attitude toward the people, and have

Violated the people,s righ=o collective mastery.

19



Our organisational structure has been strength-

ened, but is not homogeneOuS throughout. Eco-

nomic and s10Cial management is still weak. Our

Organisation and style of work are sti11 sporadic,

guerrilla-1ike, bureaucratic and fraught with red-

tape. Efforts have been made to foster and train

Cadres, but these efforts still fall far short of the

requirements of the new stage, in which the main

tasks are organisation and development and in

Which a factor vital to sしICCeSS is a knowledge of

PraCtical organization.

By correctly assessing our successes, reCOgnising

Our di綿culties, mistakes and shortcomings, and

keeping our sights on the road for」Ward, We Can

maintain confidence in our city’s ability to advance

and its great prospects in the new stage of the

revol ution.

Over the past two years the people in our city

and our Party Organisation have been through

great trials, and we have stood firm and are ad-

VanCing steadily. The achievements we have

recorded in that period are o壬utmost importance.

On the one hand, they have created a fundamental

and favourable basis on which to advance further.

On the other, they have given our people and Party

Organisation self-COnfidence. VⅤith regard to us

COmmunists and our conscious responsibility to the

people, We are COnStantly aware oまour di窺culties.

mi,Stakes and shortcomings, and are trying to over-

come ouI・ weaknesses. With our aI.do11r and enthus-

iasm, With our knowledge of the objective laws of

SOCial development, despite temporary di範culties

20

on our r。ad forward, We are fully capable of finding

the correct orientation for our actions.

Solutions to problems are being found. But the'

final answer depends on whether we can create a

revolutionary upsurge among the masses. Then

everything is possible.

III. Genera1 0rientation and Tasks of the City

Unti1 1980 and its Main冒asks and Objectives in

1977-1978.

Guided by the Resolution of the Fourth Party

Congress, and proceeding from an analysis of the

situation and an appraisal of our capabilities and

PrOSPeCtS, We have set the fol10Wing general orien-

tation and tasks for the city for 1980:

Firmly maintaining proletarian dictators工p, We.

Will promote the labouring pe・OPle’s right to collec-

tive mastery as we carry out the three revolutions :

revolution in the relations of production, SCientific

and technoIogical revolution, and ideoIogical and

cultural revolution, With the scientific and tech-

noIogical revolution as the kingpin. We will concen-

trate all our forces on completing the socialist

transformation of industry, trade and agriculture.

On re-Organizing production and distribution in line

With laI‘ge-SCale s10Cialist production, On building

the material and technical basis for socialism, On

taking the first steps toward creating an industrial-

agricultural economic structure, On rationally re-

distributing the work force and relocating the

POPulation.

容1



We wi11 strive to restore and develop production,

solve the problem of unempIoyment, Stabilize and

SteP by step improve the people’s living conditions ;

develop education, Culture and socia1 1ife ; foster

new, SOCialist people ; do away with the vestiges

of the old cultuI`e, basically eliminate social vices ;

put an end to the exploitation of man by man, and

step by step do away with poverty and back-

Wardness.

We will constantly heighten vigilance, COnti-

nuously strlengthen national defence, maintain polit-

ical security and social order, and create all

necessary conditi10nS for the general advance of the

entire people in a period of vigorous and all-rOund

development of socialist construction.

Proceeding from the above general orientation

and tasks, the tasks and objectives 。上　the city in

1977-1978　are:

」.ずo co性ce所γα亡e foγeeS O7吊γα71Sfoγmれg軌eれ0れ一

SOC舌α拐st γe庇うo7tS OJ’pγOdttctまo7t aS StePS On the way

to developing production and stabilizing and

improving the people’s living conditions, tranSfor-

mation must be cIosely linked with construction,

reorganisation of production, and redepIoyment of

the city’s work force. The aim is strong growth

in the State-run and joint State-Private economic

SeCtOrS, and to make it possible for the State econ-

omy to effectively play the leading and guiding

role with regard to the other economic sectors.

In 1977　and 1978　we mus七　make a1」Out efforts

to complete the transformation of pr工Vaie capitalist

重2

1ndししStry and trade, first of a11 capitalist trade, and

transfer most of the sma11 traders to production.

AIong with the traLnSformation of industry and

trade、 We muSt nOt delay in carrying out socialist

transformat,ion of the other economic branches.

Special attention must be paid to the transformation

of a number of key branches related to production

and to people,s lives. We must mobilize and organ-

1Ze mOSt Of the small industry and handicraft work-

ers to engage in suitable forms of co11ective produc〇

五on. We must motivate individual farmers to

engage in collective production by organizing them

⊥ntO PrOduction solidarity teams and production

col王ectives and by setting up experimental agricul輸

tural co-OPeratives, SO aS tO basically complete

agrlCし11tural cooperativization by 1979.

2. To　γeS青O↑e　αm′d deて)eわp pγOdtんC擁oれ, Stαb硝之e

即d車両九eγれpγOt)e丑e peopね’s臨海g coれd舌tわ鵬,

first of all, We muSt make full use of all potential

and all existing tech正cal equipment, bring into

Play the city’s advantages in industrial production,

。SPC、el油y in light and small industries and hand-

1Crafts、 and make industry serve agricul七ural

produetしon.

螺y I978　we must reach about　800 million do71g

⊥n　江cal industry output value, and take in somご

組(用O more industrial workers, nOt including those

†o b〔、 。mPloyed in small industry and handicrafts

揃d c(二,ntrally-run industries.

Thcl∴agr質Iltural belt must supply the city with

most of買s ±.oodstuffs, and produce Ior export, aS

Weしl =¥S SuPplylng food to suburban Peasants an。

23



for animal husbandry. We must strengthen the

material and technical basis of agriculture by

intensive cultivation, CrOP mしIltiplication, land

reclamation and expansion of cultivable area, and

Strive to produce　300,000　tons of starch foods in

1980. Attention must be paid to building key indus-

trial enterprises in the suburbs and step by step

Shape up the agro-industrial district structure. We

must fully equip the district and suburban village

engineering workshops and build the processing

establishments necessary for agriculture.

While promoting the development of industry -

especially light industry and agriculture in subur置

ban areas-, We muSt attaCh importance to deve」

OPing a nunber of necessary heavy industry

establishments in the city and building up a rational

urban industrial structure as part of the national

industrial structure.

By carrying out a rational re-distribution of the

WOrk force` We Will be able to basically soIve the

PrOblem of unempIoyment within about two years.

transfer most former traderS tO PrOdu加ion, and

rationally redepIoy the labour force and relocate

the populaticn of the city and its suburbs. Besides

employing about 200,000 workers for centrally-run

and local economic establishments in 1977, 1978

and 1979, We muSt mOtivate some　700,000　more

PeOPle to retum to their native villages or go to

new economic zones, and relocate other people in

the suburban districts so tha=he city’s population

Will fa11 to around 2.5 million, With l.5 million in

the inner city and the rest in the suburbs.
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AIong with economic rehabilitation and develop-・

ment, efforts will be made to meet the fundamental

needs of the people’ namely cIothing, h。uSing,

education, and health, and to stabilize and gradually

lmPrOVe l,ife for them,

3. To pγOm〇七e拐eうdeo乙ogうcα【 αγ凋cu机もγα乙γe亀)○○

l涙io72, We muSt take steps to crleate a neW Culture

and foster new, SOCialist people, Carry Out broad

and far-reaChing propaganda and education on

Marxism-Leninism and the line and policies of

the Party, and gradually sweep away the vestiges

Of neo-COIonialist ideology and culture. In the

lmmediate future, We muSt Widely popularise the

resolutions of the Fourth Party Congress, enhance

Patriotism, educate the people and、Public empIoyees

ln SOCialist ideoIogy and the sense of collective

mastery of society, help them acquire a correct

Outlook on labour, and make clear the distinction

between working and leading a parasitic life,

【〕etWeen COllectivism and individualism, and foster

a new way of life and the new-Cul音ture family.

We must basically complete the educational

refoI‘m, quickly eliminate illiteracy and develop

COmPlementary education and infant education.

We must develop the hygiene and prophylaxis

mOVement, and mother and child care, Carry Out

blrth control, and expand the medical network in

Wards and villages paying particular attention to

the working people,s quarters and suburban areas-

We must encourage physical culture and sports,

C'ultural and artistic activities among the masses,

Start cultural and public utility projects, develop
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art and culture and improve the information,

broadcalSting, television, PreSS and publication ser-

Vices. Due consideration must be given to the devel-

OPment Of science and technoIogy ; bold use must

be made of the scientific and technical workers in

the newly libeI‘ated zones, and new scientifro and

technical workers must be trained・ We must give

attention to the study of social sciences. We must

develop war invalid and social welfare activities,

make it posISible for war invalids to take part in

PI`Oduction, fully implement the policies regarding

War invalids, the families of war dead, families

that have rendered meritorious∴∴SerVices工o the

revolu¥tion, and retired public employees.

We must eliminate a great number of social vices

and dangerous social diseases.

4・ To掲p拐eでDO寝所g peopね的eこ場eγCさse拐e汀

γうg庇to coZlec初e masteγ拐We muSt Strengthen and

improve the people,s administration at all levels,

especially in districts’Wards and villages ; Clearly

define the functions and tasks of each level; in-

CreaSe the effectiveness of the pelOPle,s administration,

and bring it to bear not only in maintaining political

SeCurity and social order and in administrative

management but alfo in the management of the

economy, and cultural and social life.

Through elections of the people,s councils at al1

1evels we must quickly consolidate the people,s

COmmittees, rePlace corrupted cadres, and eliminale

bureaucracy, authoritarianism and red tape. We

must jncrease the people,s control and supervisIOn
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のf the administration, COrreCtly carry out the three-

fold principle of leadership by the Party, manage-

ment by the administration, and mastery of society

by the people「

We must attach great importance to consolidating

and strengthening the military and security forces

to help them fulfil their tasks of firmly maintaining

political security and social order, and promptly

suppressing counter-reVOlutionary activities.

We must conduct studies in order to improve and

build a new system of economic management, and

bring the role of the masses, Chiefly the working

class, into full play in managing the economy and

the separate enterprises. We must arrive at a divi-

sion of responsibilities among various levels of city

management, and propose that the Party Central

Committee promptly make a decision on the division

Of responsibilities between the city and the minis-

tries and centrally-run OrganS.

Whilc‘ enSuring the exercise of the working

PeOPle,s right to co11ective mastery, Chiefly through

the State, it is necessary to achieve it in practice

丑でCttgれmαSS Oγgαれう2α扉o71S. The Party organisations

at all levels must pay attention to mass agitation

(¥nd the work of the Fatherland Front, tO Strength-

enjng the leadersh王p of mass organisations,

Stl、engthening the latter in both numbers and qual-

1ty- 1nereasing the role of mass organisations and

their∴activities in educat王ng and motivating their

members and the masses at large to carry out the

line and policies of the Party and the State and take

Part in and supervise the work of State organs.
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5・ To肌αたe据PαTきg彬γg sきγ0れg po臨α母,

うdeoZogicα哩α7rd o7.gα7履αきれα暢we must speedily

raise the leadership and organizational capacity of

the Party Organisation to meet the requirements

Of the political task in the new stage of the

The orientation for building the Party politically

and ideoIogica11y is to instill into its members the

SOCialist and communist ideologies, tO enCOurage

them to maintain and raise their revolutionary

ardour and offensive spirit further, e血ance their

WOrking-Class character, increase the Party,s all-

round leadership’COmbme the revolutionary and

SCien捕c character of the Party, COmbine its inde-

Pendent and sovereign spirit with its creativeness

both in applying its line and policies and in orga-

nizing their implementation.

We must resolutely overcome petty-bourgeois

ideoIogy, COmbat a11皿uences of bourgeois ideoIogy

and vestiges of feudal ideology’Struggle against

all manifestations of individualism, SeCtarianism,

departmental土sm, Selfishness’ bureaucracy, OVer-

bearingness, authoritariahism, aloofness from the

maSSeS’ and corruption・ We must stick to and

develop the tradition of solidarity within the Clty

Party organization, and maintain cIose ties between

the Party and the masses.

We must show particular concern for consolidat-

ing and strengthening the Party organisations at

the grassroots leveI, eSPeCially in wards and villages.

We must also strengthen the Ho Chi Minh Com-

munist Youth Union organizatious.
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We must plan the mass training of cadres in

different forms, both full-time and in-SerVice train-

ing, Iong-term and short-term training. We must

Pay Particular attention to in-SerVice traihing of

Cadres and to work-and-Study courses with a view

to meeting the requirements of the political task

in the present stage.

We must achieve good sol王darity among the

Various kinds of cadres and make satisfactory use

0f their talents.

Wc‘ muSt improve our style of work, hold fewer

meetings, reduce red tape, and keep in cIoser

COntaCt With grassroots organizations and the

maSSeS.

(From the daily Sαうgon Giai Pholng,

Apri1 15, 1977).



SAIGON-HO CHI M重NH CITY

賞. From Motor to Pedal Transport.

Professos T. rides a biiyile to work every mor-

ning. This is a strange sight for his neighbours’Who

watch this well-known physi。ian in Saigon pedal

away from his villa while his two Japanese cars

sit idle in the garage. During the past year and a

half increasing numbers of bicycles have invaded

the streets of Saigon, gradually replacing the motor-

ized vehicles which have been choking the city

with their endless backfiring and fumes.

Watching the bicycles gliding along the streets

。f Saigon, I.remembered a joking remark made

about Hanoi by a Westem journalist, Who described

this tWO-Wheeled vehicle as the “symboI of Viet-

namese socialism’’.

The bicycle is of course no more SOC音ialist than

capitalist. In terms of transport, it simply marks a

stage of economic development, being the ideal

vehicle for a country Where industrial音ization has

JuSt begun・ Owning a bicy。e mear)S COnSiderable

progress to a poor worker of an underdeveloped

country, and it is this progress that socialism has

brought to mi11ions of people in the North・

For Saigonese, however言s abandoning motorized

vehicles for bicycles a step forward or backward?

Industry in Saigon is no more developed than it is
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m Hanoi; and in some respects, it is even less

advanCed・ The hundreds of thousands of cars, truCks

and coaChes, the million or so scooters and motor-

cycles that streamed back and forth across the

southern part of the country were simply an

anomaly. Each year the Thieu regime imported 150

million dollars worth of fuel, While its exports did

n。t eXCeed 30 million all told・

Petrol, CarS and Honda motoI.CyCles were not the

only imported goods. I had an opportunity to make

a tour of Saigon,s central market a week before

Tet. FIowers and fruit were the only Vietnamese

products. The rest-electric razors, tranSistor

radios, taPe-reCOrders, CaSSette reCOrders, StereO

sets, irons, 1uggage. nylon, tetrOn and other syn-

thetic fabrics, Perfume, and so on,-leaves you

With the impression of having strayed into a Tokyo-

Paris or New York supermarket.

All the gadgetry of a consumer society was on

display. You halVe tO gO tO Village markets or to

smau hamlets to see local products : thcre, baskets,

Plal七ed bamboo, rattan Or reed-leaf hats are making

こi timid reappearance. Increasing amounts of handi-

el`a乱products are already feeding a thriving export

trade. In Saigon itself workshops where bamboo

帖}1ds, WCO11en knitwear, baskets, WOOllen tapestries

周一.両e carpets are made are springing up like

回申hI‘ooms. I even saw student-CurateS in a sem主

工l種ry making blinds for expor=o socialist countries.

Going back to using bicycles in a city where

mc'tOrized vehicles sti11 abound, taking up hand-

1erafts again w虹e an enormOuS Variety of industria1
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products still餌†he markets in profusIOn, Striving

to lnCreaSe eXPOrt trade when people have recently

been quite content with importing up to now ; all

this means going back little by little to an economic

life which is healthy and nomal for a country still

taking its first steps towards industrialization.

These are the beginnings of a new life, Or at least

the signs of the end of a long ailment・ To replace

the too costly GIs by local mercenaries, Washington

frooded southem Viet Nam with consumer goOds

which kept the Thieu regime alive (the US spent

30 billion dollars a year on half a million GIs, but

only 2 billion dollars on one million Thi音eu SOldiers).

This flood of goods left an entirely unproductive

city, “γhose population lives mostly on tramcking

and more or less illusory ``services,,・ Eighty per

℃ent Of the people in this overpopulated city do no

socially useful work・ Altogether in the cities and

townships in the South, there were several million

people who thus found themselves jobless ovemight,

people more used to doing =business,, t・han to work-

ing with their own hands.

Disturbilng, agOnizing figures flashed through my

mind as I mingled with the thick crowd mimng

about in and around Saigon,s central market.

Eighty-five per cent of the population in southern

viet Nam in 1960 was a rural population, 35 per

cent in 1974, 50% having been “urbanized’’by dint

o士bombing and herded into the cities and resettle-

ment centres.

32

A thrty-five per∴Cent rural population is the sort

。f figure one finds in a highly industrialized coun-

try. and the South should go back to at least 70

per cent agricultural population. The implied reset-

tlement of several million people is a double task,

invoIving both creating jobs in the cities, develop-

ing handicrafts, industry, and cultural activities,

and the retum of a certain number of the people

宜) their former villages. But, aS the native vi11ages

扉many of them were destroyed during the war,

new economic zones must be created for them to

go to.

Figures are available on what has already been

done along these lines: mOre than half a million

PC’Ople have settled in new economic zones, 100

短ndicraft and sma11 industry enterprises have been

established. Small and light industries are already

SuPPlying a large quantity of commodities, includ-

m$ bicycle spare parts, tinned fruit, Ceramics and

硝ニCtric fans, tO the State export services and for

壷ily consumption. All this has not yet absorbed

most of the manpower. Several hundred thousand

C)h叩-OWnerS, COffee-house and cook-Shop keepers,

轟ld hawkers stm spend their time trading, traf-

I主ekmg、 SPeCulating, making prices waltz, and poc一

項⊥ng Substantial incomes. Worse still, many yOung

r)ec)Ple shy away from work, Preferring to traffic

毒l・ a living.

B。t Wheels are beginning to tum now. The State

tracle services are gradually extending their net-

Wnrk、 COOrdinating their work with the local mar-

keting cooperatives that the population and the



workers have set up in the town, in enterprlSeS and

in public offices. Everybody, including the traffick-

ers, knows that the day of al=hese =services,」 the

panoply of trafficking, Which are among the worst

sequels of the neo-COIonial regime, are nunbered・

With a few more years, effort, Saigon will be-

come a very important producer city and cultural

centre. The revolutionary power has cIosed private

banks, and private rice and foreign trade operations

are no Ionger permitted・ This has pruned the roots

of the small and medium trading, CauSing the efflor-

escen。e tO Wither little by little.

The battle continues however, and is still cIose・

as there are still hundreds of thousands of people

trying to profiteer in countless different ways-

often unlawful-SO aS tO aVOid taking regular

empIoyment. Administrative measures’reeducation

and economic measures are the “joint forces’’the

revolutionary administration is setting in motion’

and they owe their strength to both the StaLte ma-

chinery and the people,s organizations. Dispensing

this medicine is a delicate operation and requires

both technical skill and a keen sense of hunan

problems on the part of the cadres.

Outwardly Saigon still resembles big cities like

Calcutta, Djakarta or Singapore : high-rises jostle

filthy slums, industrial consumer goods imported

from Europe or Japan set the tone’ and there is

double pollution in the sense that tropical endemic

diseases - malaria, Cholera, eVen Plague and dengue

fever-,Still occur, While the smell of petrol and
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the din of vehicles fray the nerves of the popula-

tion. But undemeath Saigon has begun to change.

No matter what di]睨culties are invoIved, nObody

is left to his or her fate here. I stro11ed along many

streets at night, and despite the weather being very

mild, I saw very few people sleeping on the pave-

ments (I have seen tens of thousands doing so in

other tropical cities). All families’minimum daily

needs-rice and other staple commodities　- are

guaranteed. Before the Tet festival, the State stores

and mass organizations saw to it that all families

could buy traditional foods and delicacies at very

low prices, While Prices (On the free market were

exorbitant. Private cars are disappearing little by

little from the city traffic, and the disparity of in置

comes drops gradually as more and more State

SerVices and enterprises are set up, Westem films

that are pomographic or incite violence are no

Ionger seen on cinema and television screens, and

dancing bars, SnaCk bars, OPium dens, and brothels

have been closed.

Little by little Saigon is changing into Ho Chi

Minh City.

II. From Third Force to National Front.

I met Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh in her hospital room.

The long years she spent in jail have marked her

frail tiny body, but she is as lilVely and exuberant

as ever. Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh is physica11y very

Weak. but she manages to fulfill her multiple func-

tions as deputy to the National Assembly, member
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of the City People’s Committee, member of the

leading body of the National Front, Of the Women’s

Union, and the Lawyers’Association. I found her

Sitting on her hospital bed typing a long report.

“There’s so much work to do,’’she said by way

of an apoIogy, ``that it’s impossible for me to fOllow

the doctor,s advice strictly. The liberation of the

COuntry has given us wings and I’d like to be able

to work round the dock.,,

I told her that some Westem newspapers have

been saying that she` has been put under house

arrest and that she and other　``Third Force,, intel-

1ectuals have been forced to go digging. She burst

Out laughing.
“Those people don’t understand anything at all.

I fought against Thieu and against the Americans

to defend our national independence and our most

SaCred moral values. Whom do they want me to

fight now? I七is political childishness to think that

One Can remain pure only in opposition to whatever

regime is in power. Why do they want me to oppose

the reunification of the country, the abolition of

trafficking and private ownership of the main

means of production?
“It is the people’s army and the Communist Party

that liberated the country, liberated Saigon, and

liberated me. Why do they want me to oppose this

army, OPPOSe the Party? Why should I found an

opposition party? I have lived long enough in the

West to understand both the value and the limita-

tions of the multi-Party SyStem, and I do not think

it is the sole model for democracy. We have the
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Communist Party, the socialist State, the National

Front. and the various people’s organizations. Above

a11, We are mOVing toward establishing co11ective

ownership of the means of production. We have to

build our own democracy, SOCialist and Vietnamese

democracy, and not by aping the West. It has been

a very natural evolution and a real liberation for

me to go from opposition to Thieu to full partici-

Pation in the new regime to build a reunified, ih-

dependent, and socialist Viet Nam.’,

`(You talk of democracy. Some people in the West,

including personal friends of yours, rePrOaCh you

for approving of the system of reeducation canps.∴,

Mrs. Thanh did not give me time to finish my

SentenCe. She gave a start and said:

’`I am a lawyer and as ingrained a democrat as

anyone. Having been in prison many times, I highly

appreciate freedom, my OWn and others’. We have

restored freedom to more than one million (Thieu)

SOldiers and policemen. They even voted in the

general elections (Of Apri1 1976-留d.) There have

never been any political reprisals.

“As a lawyer and a demOCrat, I have no qualms

Of conscience whatS10eVer in assuming all the tasks

PI“OPOSed by the revolutionary administration. On

the other hand- I have had persona.l experience o王

SOme membeI‘S Of the former regime: Of o鮪cers,

PaCi負cation agents and torturers. If these men were

lmmedlately set free, few would hesitate to foment

an arrned counter-reVOlし1tion. Washington has train-

ed and mdoctrinated them for just that. Now and

then` SOme of them will set off a mme in a factory,
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or fire on a coach travelling throu(gh a mountain

region. Those people got rich with the Americans.

many of them have killed, tOrtured, and ordered

whole villages bumt. Today, they are in camps

where nobody tortures them, Where they are fed

and lodged at least as well as the soldiers of the

people,s army are. A11 that is demanded of them

is that they do some manual work, POnder over

their past, OVer the regime they served, and over

the revolution-

“When it is certain that one of them is no Ionger

dangerous, he is freed. It’s hard for the family, it’s

hard for a former general or coIonel to go and live

in a hut, and lay bricks or carpenter. But we just

CannOt jeopardize t辱Safety of the entire population

simply to meet abstract demands for democracy and

liberty. ’’

“And the famous Third Force,’’ I said, “PeOPle

also repr10aCh you for having buried it;’

A much calmer Mrs. Thanh smiled.
“You have seen my friends, Professor Ly Chanh

Trung, Lawyer Nguyen Long, the Reverend Phan

Khac Tu, and other well-known intellectuals in

Saigon: yOu muSt be aware of the position and the

frame of mind of personalities of the former Third

Force. ,,

As it happens, I have had l0ng COnVerSations with

these men and other Saigon intellectuals. Politically

they were more or less　=Third Force,, under the

former regime. They were against Thieu and against

US intervention; SOme Of them had contacts with

resistance organs, Others didn’t ; SOme Of them had
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a fairly profound theoretical knowledge of socialism,

了)thers had no ideas on the subject.

For those who were very deeply invoIved politi-

cally, Who had practical experience of political

正ruggle, Of the prisons, the switch to full partici-

pation in the new regime has been, aS Mrs. Thanh

pしIt lt, quite natural. The bookish education they

had had was Westem, bourgeois that is, but what

they have experienced - the national humiliation of

†he two French coIonial regimes, then the anguish

了〕f seeing a society disintegrate before their eyes as

a result of the introduction of the American way

o王life, and an invasion by a mounting wave of

superstitions - all this has led them toward

socialism.

工met Dr. Tran Van Du in his private laboratory・

In between two medical analyses made for his cus-

1omary clientele, he was doing research on leaven

(formerly imported) to be supplied to Saigon bak-

eries. He has even been to Hanoi to see how bakeries

PrOduce leaven.
“My clients’fees,,, he told me言`are what I live

m` but it,s only now, at the age of 60, that I have

really begun to work. In the past we lived on im-

POrted materials and techniques : this was an um-

bilical cord tying our factories and laboratories to

firms and institutes in the West. Now that we have

Pし)litical independence, We have to conquer independ一

(〕nce m the scientific and technoIogical field. It’s

丁larC上but engrossing. I hope that my laboratory will

<OOn be made a govemment research unit where

丁¥申I simply earn a scientific worker、s salary.,7
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“What are your relations with the authorities?・,

I asked.

`く工sometimes have di厳culties getting fuel supplies

and chemicals, and I sometimes disagree on some

PraCtical questions, but as we all agree on basics-

COnquering scientific independence at all costs -

this irons out quite a few difficulties. I believe that,s

What the National Front, Of which I am a member,

means’I must have a thousand material problems

to soIve言neluding questions of organization, but

today I can give full scope to my scientific and

technical initiative.,,

Basic agreement on the major political a.nd human

OPtions, and multiple difficulties on the practical

Plane, and daily disputes, eVen COnflicts: SuCh is,

I think, the situation of Saigon intellectuals in their

relations with the revolutionary power,

The Reverend Phan Khac Tu, Who received me in

a mechanical engineering workshop he had founded

for Catholic workers and seminarists, tOld me :

“In our meetings言n ,Study sessions on Marxism

in particular, Christians and Communists often `eX-

Change views. But I think that the real dialogue is

On the practical plane" In the past, it concerned

the common struggle for national independence.

Today, it concems the work of building a new,

equitable and hunane society. The gospel has Iost

none of its truth with the fall of the old regime.・,

And this priest finds it quite natural that he has

become a.n active member of the National Front,

Professor Ly Chanh Trung and Mr, Nguyen Long・
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しhe lawyer, Share the same view. They were tem-

pOrarily separated from the National Front for

Liberat王on by the whole military and police ma-

Chinery set up by the Americans, but now that this

machine has been smashed, nOthing prevents them

from rejoining the ranks of a broader Nationai

王“ront, and from bringing with them friends and

COlleagues who have never before joined any polit-

高I organization. Why a third force today? The

POint is not to share out seats as in an electoral

bout in b・OurgeOis democracy, but to work together

[o rebuild a country ravaged by 30 years of war,

to build together a national culture which looks to

the future while respecting the values of the past,

This respect for the values of the past by the

revolutionary power still amazes many saigon in-

tellectuals. Many of them have asked me about the

translation of Kieu, a national poem known to all

Vletnamese. Why did the North celebrate so so-

しemnly the bi-Centenary of the poet Nguyen Du,

the author of Kieu, in 1965, When ,US planes had

already started bombing the country? Wasn,t

NgしIyen Du a reactionary? After all, he struggled

agamSt the Tay Son peasant uprising. Isn,t Kieu

r⊥d。Ied with lines that preach resignatiしOn tO destiny.

and renunciation of love and other joys of life?

To a group of high-SChool teachers, I replied :

“One judges a poet by his work, by the influence

he has exerted・ Nguyen Du was a mandarin, but

Kleu as a whole was iuspired by very strong oppo-
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Sition to the feudal regime, and flayed kings and

madarins in no uncertain terms. In an absolute

monarchy, Nguyen Du had the courage to sing the

Praises of a rebel. In a society in which women lived

according to Confucian do’s and don’ts, Nguyen Du

defended young women’s freedom to love. He also

revived our nationa1 1anguage, Putting the rich

treasure of classical literature within reach of the

PQPular masses. One carmot reproach him for not

being a Marxist, for not grasping the historic signif葛

icance of the Tay Son uprising. He has enough

merits to be considered one of the gI‘eat figures of

Our national history.’’

For many Saigon intellectuals, liberation has also

meant rediscovery of the beauty of the national

Culture. Physicians no Ionger look down upon tra-

ditional medicine, artists find matchless models in

the statues at Tay Phuong pagoda (west of Hanoi-

Ed・) or in the bronze drums. For a11 of them, the

gate to the future has been opened, the　``strait

gate一’of the national effort to be pursued in auster-

ity. after all the mirages and nightmares of the

neo-COlonial period.

I have met engineers and architects off to choose

Sites for new electric power plants, Putting finishing

touches to plans for the manufacture of new pro-

duc'tS, Or laying out new roads, Parks of indし1Strial

suburbs.

I have watched a hundred agro-engineers leaving

for the suburbs tlO help create a green belt for this

Clty Of　3.5　million inhabitants.

与2

Of course, SOme Still hanker after the time of

easy money and pleasures, and their thoughts are

in New York or Paris. Will they be the last rem-

nants of a past and finished coIonial epoch or will

they m their tum become invoIved in the advance

of our entire people?
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DISTRICT ONE, HO CHI MINH CITY

EIGHTEEN MONTHS AFTER LIBERATION

District l (embracing the lst and 2nd districts

Of former Saigon) stretches over an area of 7.7

Square kilometres and has a population of

250,000. It is one of the seven inner districts of

Ho Chi Minh City, and under the US-PupPet

regime was one of the political centres and a

moldel of the US neo-COIonialist saciety in south-

em Viet Nam in many fields.

Our correspondent met Tran Van Cau, Secret-

ary of the Viet Nam Workers’Party Committee

in District l I.eCently, and he inquired about the

fundamental changes that have taken place

in this area since liberation, Changes that can

also be seen in the other towns and cities of

SOuthern Viet Nam.

Question: Moγe tれam’ α　geαr　α7td　α　7調ZJ　加s

eねpsed sれce拐e co仰pZete碕eγα七をo7t Of SotLきれVをet

Nα肌・ T短s tγe肌e7tdo男s γeUO航io7taγg gαin oJ‘ otlγ

peopZe　庇s beeれβγ仰弛defe7もded α融co棚O融αted

乱)ith e。Ch pαSSing dαg. J7生/O研t,iet,0, tじれαt tαSk has

beel宅Of pγ乞me　れpoγきα1了Ce, αれd　九〇u)れαS　まで　beeれ

Cα件うed o祝う性go研Dうs擁cき? Whα亡九IαS軌e γ0ねof

拐e肋αSSeS bee77れt九をs eoれ負eCきまoγ!?

Answer: As everybody knows, the fundamental

question of the revolution is the question of State

POWer: the task of the revolution is not only to

abolish the reactionaLry adrnihistration, but also to
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bulld a fim, effective revolutionary admimstration,

andし1Se it as the most importan=ool in building

Lhe new society. So after overthrowing the puppet

administration of the US, the work of building the

revolutionary power of the people at al=evels’

especially grassroots level, WaS given priority and

became the most urgent and important task of the

revolution.

Combining military attacks with political upris-

mgS, the people in our district rose to disarm the

enemy in the days immediately following liberation,

taking over the public offices and setting up People’s

Revolutionary Comrhittees in all wards and sub-

wards. However, SOme negative and opportunist

elements, including not a few former agents and

spies of the enemy, tOOk advantage of the instability

of the situation during the first days, When the pres-

c、nCe Of the revolutionary forces was not so strongly

felt, tO infiltrate administrative organs at various

levels. This led to incoI‘reCt eXeCution of the undertak-

1ngS and policies of the government in some places.

Worse still, gOVernment undertakings and policies

were biased and distorted by these elements, Which

caused misunde音rStanding and even mistrust of the

【、evolution among sIOme Of the people. Accordingly,

in execution of a directive of the City Party Com-

mittee, the Party Committee in our district quickly

、VOrked out a plan for mobilizing all Party members

and the entire armed forces and population in the

district to concentrate On building, COnSOlidating

and gradually cleaning up the administrative appar-

atus from district down to grassroots level, in order
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to safeguard the revolutionary gains and ensure the

SmOOth running of daily affairs. AIong with stepping

up the training of cadres to reinforce the adminis-

trative apparatus, the District Party Committee and

administration launched a mass movement to invoIve

the masses in building and consolidating the revolu-

tionary power. By relying on the masses, through

the people’s congresses held in every ward and sub-

Ward, and with the assistance of specialized agencies,

the administration of various levels in the district

has eliminated more than　300　bad elements from

the power structure. We can say that a11 of the ad-

ministrative organizations at al1 1evels in the district

have been consolidat音ed n10W, and have begun system-

atic activities which reflect the abs音Olute leader-

Ship of the Party and the collective mastery of

the people.

It must be added that the consolidation of the

revolutionary power is insleParable from the consol-

idation and development of the rev音Olutionary forces

Of the masses. The number of Party members has

increased, including local admission, and we have

increased the local Party membership twentyfold

COmPared with prle-1iberatiOn days. The Party organ-

izatilOn is now capable of providing leadership in

all fields in the district. The stormy mass upri,Sings

and other revolutionary mass movements have also

led to the revolutionary organizations of the masses

growing rapidly. Present membership of the Ho Chi

Minh Working Youth Union, Trade Unions and

Women,s Union in our district totals more than
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501000, 95《らof whom have been admitted since liber-

ation. This does not include the more than 20,000

Young Pioneers. This considerable force constitutes

a reliable prop for the revolutionary power・ Under

the guidance of the District Party Committee, these

mass organizations have delegated cadres to various

organs of power, and in this way strengthened the

ties between the administrati音On and the people, and

paved the way for the role of the masses as collec-

tlVe maSterS Of society to grow.

political discussions and people,s congresses have

been held in every street, Ward and factory, and

here the people have both courageously criticized

the administrative organs, and made suggestions in

a very constructive spirit about a wide range of

problems, from economic management tO admin-

jstrative procedures and the behaviour of cadres.

These discussions and congresses have fumished our

Party organizations with many apt suggestions as to

how to remedy our style of work and educate our

cadres. The people mus=ake part in both superin-

tending and building the adminisltrat音ion, so We have

mStruCted administrative executives at grassroOtS

level to make regular reports to the people with a

view to further enhancing the function of the admin-

istrative bodies, To ensure democratic rights to the

people, We have set up a Party controI commission

and an administration control board, and issued

strlCt Orders against any suPPreSSion of the right

of criticism and other democratic liberties of

the people.
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The bri11iant results of the general elections held

for the National Assembly of the whole country is

eloquent proof of the success of our efforts. The

tumout was as high as 98.7% in our district. There

has been a series of successes in a wide range of

revolutionary activities, the most recent of which

lS the lively movement among the young people

to register for military service (99.3% of the young

men of military duty age in the district, regardless

Of ethnic origin and religious creed, have registered

for enlistment)・ A11 this is convincing proof not

Only that the con触ence of the people in the Party

and the revolutionary administration has been

increasing, but also that the people have become

increasingly conscious of their role as co11ective

masters.

Question :拘e FiγSt Dis雄ct切αS α Ue7.t/ impoγtα所

αγeαれpγe乙をbeγaきiol↓ Sαまgon αndてDαS γegαγded bg

SO硯e αSきれe cαpま地面掘れ拐e oo所出of拐e即やpeき

γeg血e・ T短s co諦d性o青　b寝もpose mα旬　CO肌p癌

po履cα【 pγObね肌s・ W庇　庇　軌e諦祝α扉O性beel高男

pγαC擁e? W妬き仰eαSt↓γeS庇捉軌e Paγ七g Oγga伍を如-

tうoれαルd αd仰諦stγαきれe OγgαγもS諦言肪e d短所吊痛eγし

七〇 eれSuγe pO脇cαこsec研旬α仰d soc硯0γder?

Answer: Under the US-PuPPet regime, the First

District was not only the nerve-Centre of the whole

PuPPet administration system and the headquarters

Of reactionary parties and organizations of all

COlours, but also the residential quarter of dozens of

PuPPet army and police o綿cers. There were many

famous hotels and notorious plaoes of debauchery

here as well as some of the biggest markets o王
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ねmer Saigon, SuCh as the Ben Thanh and Cau Ong

Lanh markets. This means that our district had a

most heterogenous populaticn with only 20% work-

(rS. More than 25,000 former officers and soldiers

)f the puppet amy and empIoyees of the puppet

ndminls宜’atlOn (i.e 10。o of [he popしIlation of the

壷strlCt) 1ive here, aS do lO,000 hooligans, PrOStitutes,

鉦ug addicts, brothel owners and other riffraff who

厄etⅥγeen them used to commit a good twenty

mjor robberies, thefts and swindles daily,

Anyone can see that the situation was far from

璃Sy tO handle` but as we all know, nO “bloodbaths,,,

早pl「isals or coercion of any kind have †〕een PerPe-

高ted m SOIving砧eSe PrOblems. The revolutionary

しIdministrations has expla主ned and carried out the

宮上er.OuS POlicy of the Party, and organized an

lJrderly registratlOn Of those who worked for the

S狙gOn regime and the US aggressors. More than

却・000 soldiers' OHicers and public employees of the

証mer regime言ncluding many cruel agents who went

'mO hlding at the fall of the Saigon regime and

¥¥(‘re PerSuaded by their families to come back, have

当P質`ted †o the revclutionary adminis七ration・ They

レ1硝e been Sent [o pollCieal re-education courses de一

`叫ned to help them understand the real nature of the

¥C‘hemes of the enemy as well as their past misdeeds,

`‘雨∴ ecide for themselves the right way o resume

章一amOng the people and the natlOn・ The majority

)判丁em have i,een allowed to retum to their families

申d -壷e up an honest profesr壷n・ Up to Apri1 1976,

申o告hem had had their cltizen・s rights restored,
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and on Apri1 25, they joined the rest of the people

in electing the National Assembly of the whole

country. some who made outstanding progress and

sh。W。d量pid political awakening, have won the

trust of the people and been given important tasks.

This is the case of a former captain of the puppet

army who has been appointed to the Fatherland

Front Committee in the district・

However, SOme Of these people wit‘h long-Standing

ties with US neo-COIonialism have felt prompted to

engage in sabotage activities against the revolution-

A number of others, despite having attended re-

education courses, have found it hard to break with

the old mode of life, and have even joined bands of

armed thugs or counter-reVOlutionaries and created

political disturbances and disrupted public order.

For this reason ensuring a peaceful life for the peo-

ple, an urgent demand of the masses,.remains a

prime concem Of the revolutionary power.

since liberation, the administrative organs at alI

levels in the district, tOgether with the security

service, have conducted unrelenting campaigns to

track down and repress the remaining counter-

revolutionary elements and sweep away vestiges of

the old regime. With the active participation and

assistance of the masses, they have found their way

to hundreds of former soldiers and agents who had

refused to report to the new administration and

attend re-education courses, aS` well as to hundreds

of the ringleaders of armed robbery gangs, OWnerS

of brothels and drug-PuShers. As a result, OVer the
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past year and a half, all pIots and acts of the coun-

ter寸eVOlutionaries have been discovered before they

were effectuated, all except for the expIosion of a

grenade in the Nguyen Van Hao theatre on the night

of Apri1 14. 1976, Which could not be detected in

advance. The number of robberies and hold-uPS has

dropped by 60 to 70%. The people in the district

feel altogether much more secure in the new life

they are building.

Question: To　砂hαt e加e海　hαS　軌e　坊e of the

peopわれ七九e dうs毎をc‡ been′ Stαb溝之edれ七九ese d乞揮cu汚

posトもひαT CO融をきるoれS, eSpeC初のぴんeれ拐eγe αγe S亀ldも

fαT-γeαC疑れg Seque!s of ne○○COわれらα拐s肌でo be deα比

国圃闇圏

Answer: The following figures give an idea of

the “legacy‘’1eft by the US-PuPPet regime : mOre

than 40,000 people were threatened by famine, there

Were 60,000 unempIoyed and loafers (i・e. almost one-

third of the work force in the district), tO Say nOthing

of the innumerable social evils.

We mobilized the people to use their own resources

to tide them over the initial difficulties, and we

distributed hundreds of tons of relief rice to tens of

th鳥usands of needy people, regardless of their former

SOCial standing and political affiliation. As a result,

【10body died of famine"’At the same time we took

lノアarious measures to create jobs and stabilize living

COnditions, The revolutionary administration has

gone abou七　rehabilitating and transforming about

上500 former production establishments∴SteP by step,

including the Ba Son shipbuilding yard・ It also set
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up more than 30 production co11ectives for such peo-

Ple as tailors and metal and plastic workers, With

Priority consideration given to the branches using

raw materials that can be found loca11y or in the

COuntry. These initiatives and other measures have

PrOVided jobs for almost 40,000 present and former

inhabitants of the district.

Another major conce宣、n Of the revolutionary admin-

istration in our district has been the question of

distribution, eSPeCially the distribution of daily nec-

essities. Most active assistance from the Women

Union ensured rapid organization of a widespread

network of food storc`S in all wards, and meant that

the State-run SerVice in our district, though newly

founded and still small, WaS able to play an effective

role in helping check the disruptive operations of

dishonest traders.

Early last July, the first marketing co-OPerative

was founded in the 17th ward, Chosen as pilot ward

in this work. In i[s initial stage the co-OP embraced

only l,200 membeI`S, mOStly from working families,

with initial assets of 15,000 dong. In addition to cater-

ing for the daily needs of its members with the

commodities supplied by the State-rしm trade service,

sold at official prices and in fixed quantities, the

co○○P als10 functions as a department store : COnSum-

er goods are sold to the local people through the

co-OP. The emergence and continued growth of this

organization is bound to increase †he confidence of

the masses in the rev(-lutionary power, because it

is effectively protecting the economic interests of
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the people and diminishing cumbersome and umec-

essary transactions. This is the first, enCOuraging

experiment in finding the most rational and equi輸

table mode of distribution in the city.  .

Question: J71 gOtlγ OP擁o7?, tUれαt is軌e b汚gest

pγObねm言説sきab拐之を門g αれdうmpγOt,れg七庇peopこe’s

母e? Ho聞do gou pγOpOSeきOきαC短e諦…d砂加き加s

beeれαC航et)ed so fαγ?

Answer : The First District was already oveI.PO-

pulated, due to the brutal US-PuPPet War-time policy

of concentrating the population in urban centres,

when steady streams of forced refugees and large

numbers of puppet army troops and empIoyees of

the puppet administration fleeing from other parts

Of southem Viet Nam flooded the city during the

days preceding the liberation of Saigon. The popu-

la七ion density in the district grew to incre⊂lible di-

mensions, almost 32,500 persons per square kilometre.

This overcrowding is one of the direct causes of the

rapidly I`ising unempIoyment rate, POVerty and other

SOdal evils.

The first results of the intensive efforts and ener-

getic socio-eCOnOmic measures of the revolutionary

P。Wer Since liberation show stabilization of the life

。f the people in the district. However, a big and

Seemingly illogical problem remains : quite a number

Of people in our district still have to live cramped

】n tumble-down hovels and have no jobs, While large

expanses of fertile land lie untilled around the city.

It is to soIve these problems that we have been

lmP丁ementing the Party and State policy of redistri-

buting the work force and sending people to do
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land reclamation work in new economic zones. The

Serious implementation of this policy will set the

PaCe for the settlement of many crucial questions

SuCh as jobs, housing, food, medical care, education,

POlitical security and public order, eCOnOmic rehabi-

1itation and development, and the building of a new,

Civilized and healthy way of life. How well these

questions are soIved depends to a large extent on

the redistribution of the work force and the results

achieved in building the new economic zones.

Of course, the first steps are always the most

di触cult・ The movements to build new economic

ZOnes outside the city ran into di窺culties at the

beginning, CauSed in part by the inexperience of

Our Cadres, inadequate preparations, the people,s fear

Of breaking with a longstanding way of life, and by

the distorti(OnS and allegations made by negative

elements. But the movement has gradually won wam

response from the people with the result that over

the past 18 months, mOre than 30,000 people in the

lst District have gone to settle in six different new

eCOnOmic zones in Song Be province and other places

in the western part ofNam Bo. In zones such as

Bu Dop, Long Hoa I and Ben Tuong, life has be-

COme Pretty Stable, many houses have sprung up,

and the settlers have reaped one crop of rice and

another of sweet potatoes and cassava roots. The

impressive line-uP Of scores of tractors, truCks, bull-

dozers, meChanical pIoughs and other mechanized

ffrm implements at the ceremony held on the mor-

ning of September 5, 1976 at the Tan Dan Park (1st

District, Ho Chi Minh City) before setting ou=o
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the Cay Truong II new economic zone in Song Be

province) has greatly helped discredit the allegation

of a few negative elements that `くgoing to the new

economic zones means deportation to unwholesome

forest arleaS・,, an allegation which was not without

credit among those who hesitated to leave. It should

also be noted that all the mechanized farm imple-

ments brought along by the settlers are adequately

supplied with fuel by the revolutionary administra-

tion. The latter have made clear to the settlers

that they are free to build houses to their own

liking, On PIots of land of their own choice・ i皿Stead

of the uniform thatch-rOOfed houses built for them

by the Statしe.

For our part, We have gathered quite a lot of

experience in organizing life in the new economic

zones- from providing trucks for the settlers from

the city, tO their reception’PrOVision of ±ood and

means of production for them at the new places.

There is every reason to believe that a prosperous

life is in store for the more than 30,000 peoplewho

have gone to the new economic zones. This is bound

to make a favourable impression on those who have

not definitely made up their minds to go・

Question ; Ffれα陶, t,t)O母Zd t/Ou te乙上ts αbout the

e埴研α自軒e of拐e peo函eれgo研dうs亡γまc七?

Answer: Busy as they are with many urgent

tasks, the Party and administration in the district

have not overlooked the cultural 1ife of the people.

Shortly after liberation, the district administration

set about the urgent tasks of getting dass-rOOmS in

the schooIs fixed up in time for the 1975-1976 schoo1
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year. The policy of transforming all former private

SChooIs into State-OWned schooIs and exempting all

PuPils from school fees has made it possible for us

to provide education for practically all pupils of

SChool age in the district. At present, there are 82,000

PuPils at more than 60 schooIs providing first, SeCOnd

and third levels of general education, Staffed by

2’343 teachers, 99% of whom were teaching under

the old regime. The anti-illiteracy movement has

kept up momentum,, With the active participation of

broad masses of the people. By early October 1976,

more than 3,000 of the 5,000 illiterates in the district

had become literate.

To match up to the new politica=asks on hand,
the mass literary and artistic movement is being

encouraged everywhere. The people, eSPeCially the

young people, have been enthusiastic in joining in

the various forms of activity the movement has

taken・ For instance, there have been stirring days

When the young people took to the streets to de-

nounce the enslaving and mongrel culture left by

the old regime, there has been a voluntary depositlOn

Of more than three million books and other reaction_

ary and pomographic publications, and an eager

quest for revolutionary political b。Oks and revolu-

tionary literature言n addition to the present broad

movement for artistic creation among the masses

under the theme of national independence and umty

and socialism.

The streets in our district have become cleaner and

more wholesome in every sense. Those who visit the

OnCe infamous snack-bars, dance-ha11s. restaししrantS;
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and hotels, are SurPrised to find youth clubs, PubllC

reading-rOOmS, Trade Unlqu meet,ing-halls, Or OfflCeS

o=he local women,s organization in their place. The

stinking mountains of garbage that used to block

traffic in many streets and market places, SuCh as

Cau Ong Lanh market, Cau Muoi Street, Huyen SL

Church and Tran Quang Khai Boulevard, have been

removed by the industrious hands of the refuse

c。llectors. The life of these members of the municipal

sanitation service has seen a real metamorphosis.

The new life-Style has also begun to make itself

felt in community life. Entering a public park or

walking on a street pavement in District l today,

the visitor sees merry chirruping groups of children

singing and dancing under the guidance of their group

leaders. Every morning, rhythmical music rings out

ln many StreetS, and at all schooIs, Public o飴ces and

army barracks, While people of all ages and both

sexes joyfully fall、 into line for ten minutes’physical

training. Every Sunday moming, PeOPle of all ages

come out with brooms to clean the streets, following

the sIogan付Keep our houses and streets clean !1’

工n short, after eighteen months of intensive efforts

ln the transformation and construction of all aspects

()f the economy, 1ife and society, the Party organiza-

tlOn and administration in District l have achieved

。nCOuraging success. But we are aware that these

紅e only initial successes. It will take us much more

tlme and sti11 more intensive efforts to wipe out the

faトreaChing sequels of the aggressive war and the

哩o-COIonialist policy of US imperialism in southem

Vlet Nam.
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By striving to improve our application of the

PrlnCipe買The Party assumes leadership, the masses

are collective masters, and the State is the manager,,,

We are determined to develop the strong points and

OVerCOme Shortcomings and weaknesses, tO forge

ahead and make our district into an all-rOund

rexemplary district of the city bearing the name of

Our beloved President Ho Chi Minh.

VIET NA財　COURIER

No. 57 -February 1977

THE ECONOMIC SITUA冒ION IN HO CHI M重NH

cITY冒WO YEARS AFTER LIBERA冒ION

=After two yearS Of co(ntinuous efforts, We Can

a綿rm that the situatic.n has gradua11y been

stabilized and the way has been cleared for

further transformation,,, Mr. VAN DAI, Vice-

chaiI‘man Of the People’s Committee and

chaiman of the Planning Committee of Ho Chi

Minh City, tOld our special correspondent・ The

Question : What tt’eγe　油e eco7t‘Ot7諦C∴tαSks the

peop砂s poIDeγ融to αS鋤me αS Of Apγま1 30, 」975?

Answer : With liberation, Our City has entered a

new stage during which the main task is to build a

socialist city. This does not require any sacrifice of

hunan lives of course, aS amed struggle did, but

just as great efforts are necesSary. This is a new

struggle full of difficulties, Obstacles, and snares...

The old regime left the economy in chaos・ It was

imperative and urgent that we begin stabilizing the

working people,s living conditions, tranSform this

consumer city into a productive one step by step,

find productive occupations for the majority of the

working population who were then living on com-

merce and non-PrOductive trades, and gradua11y

reduce unempIoyment・
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In short, We had to see to it that the people do

not ccnsume more than they produce, and that they

do not live beyond their means.

First of all, Order and security were prerequisite

to economic stabilization and development. Right

from the outset, We COnCentrated on building the

revolutionary power・ A new administrative system

has now been estabilished, from the centre to the

district, Wards and quarters, and the people’s power

has gradually been consolidated・ The revolutionary

power set free almost all soldiers and policemen of

the old regime. And in order to consolidate order

and security, and in view of the considerable parts

they played in the war and their cIose ties with the

US aggressors, PrOCeeded to the reeducation of those

who had been in charge of the pro-American army

and of political agents. Refractory and counter-

revolutionary elements who continued to sow disor-

der and to carry out terrorist activities and sabotage

were punished. We did all we possibly could to

enable all who recognized the criminal character of

their past actions to become honest citizens. We can

today affirm that order and security reign in Ho Chi

Minh City and this is favoし葛rable for economic stabi-

1ization.

Question ; Whα口煩,e the mαin ecoれOm舌c αC航eue-

肌e硯S Of油e p-αSきれ)O geαγS beeれ?

Answer : We faced many extremely heavy tasks.

and the obstacles seemed insurmountable at first.

First, 1et us talk about the sequels of the war and

US neo-COlonialism.
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saigon was the nerve-Centre Of all administrative,

military, eCOnOmic, and socio-Cultural organs, and

of all economic and financial activities of the former

regime. This was where a major part Of US economic

aid was spent (estimated at 700-800 million dollars

a year), nOt COunting millitary aid, PX goods (im-

ported duty-free for the GIs), 1arge quantities of

which were sold on the local market (about 200置300

million dollars a year), the daily spending by the

GIs, trOOPS Of satellite armies, and US civilian per-

sonnel (about 300 mimon dollars a year)・ Over a

period of about 15 years, this situation created the
<`arti士icial prosperity,, characteristic of an economy

entirely dependent on foreigners, Primarily the Unit-

ed States. Saigon, 1ike other cities of the South, WaS

kept alive by US goods and dollars and spent four

to five times more than the value of what it produced.

The economic and financial activities of the city

were mainly confined to the service and trade

sectors: aCCOrding to the statistics of the former

regime, the yearly income from these two sectors

made up a=east 60 per cent of the total income
of the city. A large part of {he population had jobs

catering to the daily needs of the US expeditionary

corps, and the puppet administration and army.

Industry was Weak (hardly lO per cent Of the to七al

income), and was completely dependent on American

aid for raw materials, maChinery and equipment,

spare parts, Semi-finished products, CaPital, and

technoIogy.

Besides, because of the US wartime policy of
=urbanization,,, Of “regroupment Of villages,,, Of
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“concentration of the population”, millions of peas-

ants from different regions had been crowded into

Saigon, inflating its population to 4 million, eight

times that of the French coIonial period・ This popula-

tion was to a11 intents and purposes supported by

American aid and war spending.

Pre-1iberation Saigon was a consumer society

grafted onto an underdeveloped country, an Off-

SPring of neo-COIonialism with a dual life : On the

One hand, PrOViding great luxury and pleasures ;

and on the other, harbouring the stark miseIiy Of

millions of war victims driven out of rlegions razed

by American bombs and shells. There were sump-

tuous villas provided with the most up-tO-date

COmfort imported from France or Japan (telephones

On all floors, tel)eVision, air-COnditioning, Persian

CarPetS’ Gobelin tapestries, fumiture from Paris,

Sevres china…), tennis courts, SWimming pooIs, etC.

And not far away was another kind of life, that of

Slums along the banks of canals, Where all kinds of

tropical diseases (plague, Cholera, tyPhus, leprosy)-

Which have been virtually wIPed out in northem

Viet Nam - Still raged.
“Every man for himself, Uncle Sam for all.,,

After southem Viet Nam had been completely

liberated, and US aid cut off, Saigon co】1Sumer

SOCiety collapsed.

And that’s what the drama of Saigon is all about !

The people,s power could not clear up the mess

OVernight・ To reorganize an economy in complete

disorder’ tranSform a lopsided economy totally

dependent on foreigners into an independent, Plan-
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ned economy, tO make Saigon a big industrial centre一、

is a task that requires not only time but also enor-

mous efforts from both the administration and the

PeOPle.

Shortly after liberation, meaSureS Were taken as a

matter of urgency to stabilize the living conditions

of the working people. We had to remove the imme-

diate danger of famine which was then threatening

hundreds of thousands of people・ '135,000 tons of rice`

were distributed free to needy families in the first

eight months (from May to December 1975)・

Meanwhile’the people,s power set about fight-

ing acts of economic sabotage by the comprador

capitalists. The latter were not numerOuS, bu=hey

pulled most of the main strings of the economic.

and financial apparatus. Before liberation they con-

trolled the key economic and financial sectors, from

branches catering for the war needs of the US expe-

ditionary corps and the puppet army (food and food-

stuf上s, metal equipment, building materials, meanS.

of transport‥・) to branches producing raw materials'

other materials and ordinary items of production

and for people,s daily needs (Chemical and pharma-

ceutical products, rice, foodstu王fs, Chemical fertiliz-

ers, Plastic products, teXtiles, houslehold utensils,

cultural articles), and other activities like trade・

import-eXPOrt, banking, insurance and hotels.

They dominated the economy and finance, fixed

prices, and managed the exchange’COllection and

dlStribution of goods・ They had benefited from

American largesse and had put up factories, build-

ings工Ounded trade and import-eXPOrt eStablishments
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2nd banks, and made fabulous fortunes. Their for-

tし】neC;∴Were built on †he misery of hundreds of thou-

saIlds of victims of American bombs and shells and

u血old war devastation. They were　し1Sed by their

Yankee masters, and were their most reactionary

POlitical and social support, meeting a certain

number of their war needs on the spot. These com-

Pradors worked hand in glove with the puppet gener-

als and ministers.

After liberation, they still controlled large stOCks

Cf imported goods, VaSt trade, distribution and collec-

tion networks that had been opera[ing in the cities

and countryside for decades, and taking advantage

Of the di描cult first days after liberation and of the

Shortages o壬goods, they joined up with traders and

traffickers o王all kinds to speculate, hoard, defraud

and corrupt - their custcmary activitielS. The conse-

quences of these act王ons were incalculable : rOCket-

ing prices, SCarCities, rising cost of living and econom-

ic and social disorder. The people’s power decided

to liquidate the comprador capitalists as a class by

econcmlC meaSureS (basica丁ly of a fiscal and mone-

tary n空ure, and confiscation) and administrative

mea叩res (bringing the main saboteurs and trouble-

makers to boIOk).

Ancther, nO less imperative task was the rapid

establishmen七　of a neⅥγ　eCOnOmic apparatus, and

in particular the State trade services, Which would

replace the old machinery being abolished and

ensしII`e the direct supply of food to the.population.

揃ght from the start, the trade services concentrat⊂d

On suPplying the city with staple commodities : fish,

園田

meat, Vegetables. sauce, bread, Oil, kerosene, Char-

coal, and paper, With special emphasis on the daily

food needs of the working people. To accomplish this

task, the State trade services took charge of the pur-

chase and sale of a11 the vegetable products supplied

by the city of Da Lat, and of a large part of the

fish, POultry and pigs produced in the westem and

eastem pr10vinces. Thus it succeeded in supplying

to the city 500 tons of fresh food daily, including 300

tons of vegetables.

BelSides the four general department stores opened

in the heart of the city, many SPeCialized stores were

set up (selling daily necessities, foodstuffs, WOOd and

charcoal for heating, building materials…), aS Well

as 720 State sale stations in downtown and suburban

areas. At the same time, 200 consumer cooperatives

were set up to improve the distribution of supplies

and reduce the negative effects of the price rises on

the open market・

In order to expand the sources of supply, 10 special

trade services have been organized with the task of

providing raw materials to industrial and handicraft

establishments, and necessary conditions for their

functioning (transport and raw material collection

facilities at preferential prices) have been attended

to; tenS Of thousands of people have found jobs in

these manufacturing branches (hosiery, ready-made

CIothes, bicycle frames and spare parts, teXtiles,

glassware, Plastic goods, building materials, POttery,

aluminium household utensils, etC.)



Question : Hou) did the peopZe’s poooeγ mα7t,αgeね

stI押弛f○○d七〇 s母Cれα加ge pop話α七を飾?

Answer : Feeding a population of between 3.5 and

4 million inhabitanLs, 70 percent of whom were non-

producers, WaS a Very di範cult problem, and one

which the people,s power had to soIve at all costs.

So far, food supply has depended on the help o上

the central administration and food has come

mainly from prOVinces in the Mekong delta, aS Our

suburban districts are not yet able to produce

enough food even for their own consumption.

We do not wish to conceal the fact that we have

had di飾culties in this domain. During the war years,

a large part o壬the cultivable areas in the Mekong

delta provinces were devastated and left waste and

this resulted in a shortage of food supplies. The

PuPPet administration had to import, Via US aid

from　500,000　to　700,000　tons of I‘ice a year.

Over the past two years large areas have been

redaimed thanks to the intensification of water

conservancy work, and this has made intensive

cultivation and multiplication of crops possible.

Rice production, though stil insufficient, has enabled

us to stop relying on imports, and all the rice con-

sumed by ol-r City over the past two years has been

produced in the country. This is a great victory for

Our PeOPle’s regime.

In 1976言n spite of temporary difficulties, great

efforts were made to organize the rice collection and

distribution networks: One, tWO Or three stores

were set up in each quarter, and altogether 800 sale

stations were established in the city.
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In 1977, Our food supply services mus七do all they

possibly can to meet the daily needs of the popula-

tion and ensure normal ratious for the working

people. We must also see to it that the How of food
between different suburban districts is adjusted and

regularized so a.s to reduce the aid from the central

administration ; the setting up of a suburban “green

belt” with 90,000 hectares of arable land and 800,000

inhabitants will help so工ve the problem.

In the co11ection and purchase of food, the people’s

power counts on the revo]utionary consciousness o壬

the peasants and on political education and persua-

sion ; it also uses economic measures, 1ike the signing

of bilateral contracts with the peasants in exchange

for their rice, enSuring them supplies at fixed p{、ices

of fuel, Chemical fertilizers, insecticides, building

materials, and other staple commodities in retum

for rice sold to the State.

Apart from rice, We are also thinking of organizing

a network for purchasing, StOring and processing

other fo○ds (maize, SWeet POtatOeS, CaSSaVa) with a

view to stimulating more intensive cultiva七ion of

these dry crops.

Lastly, alongside the development of production,

we must improve the management of distribution,

and save food, eSPeCially rice.

We believe that with all these measures we have

taken, the supply of food to our city in 1977 wilI

not be so di蹄cult, aS the obstacles we came up

against first have mostly been overcome.
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Question : l柵αt meαStlγeS ha鵬　been=g7高Sαged

foγ S〇五売れg拐e pγOb?e仰of tI彫mp励仰e7t七?

Answer: This was an acute problem right after

liberation, and the stabilization of the political, eCO-

丁IOmic and social situation depends largely on its

solution. But finding jobs for hundreds of thousands

of people, giving each of them a modest but stable

and regular income at a moment when everything

was to be started again from scratch or to be reor-

ganized was a baffling question・

Let us recall in passing that following the signing

of the Paris Agreement of January　27, 1973, the

complete withdrawal of the US expeditionary corps

had entailed the dosure of the branches catering

directly to war and the needs of the GIs, and of

industrial enterprises, aS a reSult of the shortage of

raw materials : un音emPIoyment was already a prob-

lem then. On the day of liberation, the collapse

of the puppet army and administration fuI.ther

swelled this army of unempIoyed.

To redress this situation, the people’s power took

urgent measures : helping industrial enterprises start

work again, developing handicraft production, and in

Particular, Sub-COntraCting work for export, OPening

public works sites (water conservancy projects

dredging, building of public squares, and so on)・

However, the basic way to reduce unempIoyment

consists in orientating jobless people tlOWard agricul-

tural production, and in particular persuading

hundreds of thousands of “refugees’’ to return to

their native villages, tO reClaim waste land or to take

part in new agricultural projects. This is the only
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sur¥∋ Way Of being able to reduce the city population,

soIve the difficulties of food supply, and boost agri-

cultural production which has alⅥγayS been one of

the fortes of southem Viet Nam. A broad movement

to this end has been launched, embracing little by

little all social strata, and especially young people

who maintained their revolutionary ardour through

long yeaI`S Of neo-COIonial regime" So far, 700,000

people, mOSt Of them former peasants’have left the

city for good to take up agriculture.

For city-dwellers to accept the as yet hard life in

the countryside is not easy. The people’s power,

working in cIose association with the local popula-

ti10n, has done its best to make life less arduous

for those who leave the city. Substantial assistance

in the fom of food, CaPital, Seeds, draught animals,

dwelling-houses, tOOうs and the like, and teachers,

medical workers, and technicians are dispatched to

the new settlement areas. In many regions, the peo-

ple have begun tO be self-Sufficient in food, Children

have begun attending school, and health establish-

ments have begun to treat patients. Although this

new life is not yet very comfortable, mOSt Of these

people are gradually getting used to it and have

begun to feel confident and secure with regard to

their own future and the future of their children・

We plan to send another contingent of about one

mil]ion people to new agricultural areas in one or

two years・ This work, however, requires a great deal

Of preparation.
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Question :　Hot,。 hαS 「αgγ Ct戒ttγal γeStOγα待eれPγ0-

g・reSふed so Iαγ?

Answer :　There are large and fertile cultivable

expanses in and around the suburban areas which

are very suitable as a “green belt’’for growing food

SuPPlies for the city.

工mmediately after liberation・ the suburban popu-

lation who had been driven from their homes by

the bombings∴and shellings, retumed to their homes

In 1976, thanks to the intensification of water con-

servancy works (3　million cubic metres of earth

Were mOVed for the building of new projects), 6,000

hectares left waste for∴a decade were put　しうnder

Cultivation again, and tens o上thousands of hecta丁es

are already bearing two crops a year,

In certain sectors, uneXPloded mines and bombs

have killed and injured many peasants : American

¥VeaPOnS are Still killing Vietnamese. With the help

Of the people’s army, Our PeaSantS have cleared their

fie]ds of these lethal objects and planted them with

riee.

Q咄eStion :　YotJ SPOke of諒dt而γ融γe雷OTα最oll.

H〇秒　fαγ　手沌S　拐　got　α7凋　ぴんαき　TeSt朽s hαt)e beeれ

Obtαれed?

Answer :　The sh。rtage Of raw materials consti-

Jutes the main problem・ The cons{三quenCeS Of econom-

ic dependence are obvious heI・e. However, We have

done our utmost to overcome this handicap using o11r

OWn reSOurCeS, and this has not been without diffi-

Culties of course.
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To date, 400 State enterprises have been commis-

sioned and most of the 18,000 private (industrial and

handicraft) enterprises and les‘tablishments have

resumed their activities.

To restore the traditional handicraft production

which disappeaI‘ed as a result of competition from

imported foreign products (lacquer work言ace-WOrk,

tapestry, hat-making, teXtiles, Craftwork pro-

ducts...), We have helped 800 cooperatives and pro-

duction groups to resume work. 10,000 1ooms are

functioning again, SuPPlying millions of metres of

cotton and silk,

The restoration of industrial and handicraft pro-

duction, though in its first stages, has provided

70,000 people with jobs and enabled some tens of

thousands of workers to return to their factories.

Besides the supply of raw materials and spare

parts, loans totalling 200 million do71g (one dong =

500 piastres of the former puppet regime), have

bGen granted by the State Bank.

To restore an industry that was entirely depen-

dent on Ioreign aid is a hard undertaking. Much

remains to be done to stabilize (this sector, Which

has developed in a disorderly way, and to regularize

and adjust the relations between its various branches.

In the immediate future we must make up for the

grave shortage of raw materials, and an e堂ective

Way is to encourage the use of the country‘s own

rY±W materials (the COGIDO paper mill has been

using bamboo instead of formerly imported paper

prllp, for example) : this work requires innovations,
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initiative, Studies and research on the part of tech-

nicians, SCientific personnel and workers, Who are

thereby given opportunities to serve their∴COuntry

well.

Question :　Wれαt POZict/ 7?αS t九e people’s pou)eγ

αdo如ed totuaγd拐e 7了0臣COmpγαdoT p所,αte Cαp宛α短でs

(高dtlS諦α拐sきs αnd七γαdeγS)?

Answer : We have begun the socialist transfor-

mation of these economic sectors, the key section

Of which is private commerce.

In order to make use of everything the private

CaPitalist sectors can offer the economy (PrOduction

CaPaCity, CaPital, 1echnical and manageI`ial capac-

ity), the people’s power has encouraged capitalists,

and first of all traders, tO engage in productive

branches. This has taken the form of fixing modal-

ities for getting丁⊃ank loans, for drawing funds, Set-

ting norms for profit-Sharing which favour them, and

Setting up joint enteI`prises (with joint State and

Private capital).

All enterprises, Whether private or jointly manag-

ed, muSt function according to the regulations set

by the State plans. They can either make their own

PrOVision for raw materials, Or WOrk under sub-

COntraCtS, the prices of products being fixed by our

SPeCialized services, and the percentage of the pro-

ducts to be sold to the State varying according to

their importance. Thus both the interests of the

State and those of the capitalists and the workers

are safeguarded. This policy enables the capitalists

and their children to work for the interests of the

Whole country.
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In 1976, Capitalists from 16 branches contributed

significantly to industrial development in I王o Chi

Minh City-in building-prOjects, SPiming and weav-

ing, food products, metal equipment, forestry expIoi-

tation, Chemical and pharmaceutical products, Vege-

tables, animal husbandry, etC.

With regard to handicraft workers, the people’s

power has given them aid in the fom of capital・

technoIogy, maChinery and raw materials, and

encouraged them to organize cooperatives.

Question:　Wo話d gou sI的　t緬　的e res埴s

ob青α沈ed bg Ho C短財れ九C初oびeγ軌e pαS七的O

geαγS fro eco7?O面e γeStOγαtio7? αγe e7acO母γαgfrog?

Answer : Inthe two years that have gone by

since liberation, We have recorded quite a few

achievements.

In view of the disorder and devastation due to

war, the results we have obtained in economic re-

construction-nOt COunting those recorded in other

domains - are Significant・ Not only has the people’s

power stabilized the living conditions of the working

people, but our city has also contributed in some

measure to the economic development of the country’

particularly with its export trade・

The face of our city has changed鵜nOt the main

thoroughfares or t,he fashions in dress, bu白n the

life-Style of its inhabitants. The city is being

metamorphosed to advance with the rest of the

country along the socialist path・

7、う



Question : ∴To賞肋αt degγee九αS the γe研碕cαtto7t

be負Deen拐e Noγ拐α机上的e So沈7じれeわed soとびeきれe

ec○7もO肌乞c pγOblems of Ho C短財を仰九Cまきg?

Answer : We must make a point of insisting on

the paramount importance of the γOle of the soc融ist

Noγt私In the post-War reCOnStruCtion of southern

Viet Nam (and o上Ho Chi Minh City), aS inthe

Victory over the US imperialists, the Noγth　庇S

eo筋をs亡e刷りpねged拐e γ0ねofれαき乞o棚,乙`′ gl・eαきγeαγ

α7‘eα’’・ Let us not forget that during the war, the

North, Particularly its industrial centres, SuStained

more destruction from US bombing than the South

did. And yet, in the first days after liberation, When

Shortages of all kinds and a host o王di捕culties had

to be overccme, the North sent tO the South, aS

in the past, and in particular to Ho Chi Minh City,

tens of thousands of technical and scientific cadres

and skilled workers. From Apri1 1975 to Apri1 1976,

1.6 million tons of commodities reached the South :

rice, Sugar, teXtiles (32 mi11ion metres), Pharmaceu-

tical and chemical products, fuel, equipment a.nd ma-

Chinery, SPare PartS, Chemical fertilizers, insectici-

des, Selected grain seeds, and various species of

Pedigree animals (hogs, COWS, POultry and fish.)

Two years ago, the North greatly contributed to

the liberation of the South. Today, Within the frame-

WOrk of a unified Viet Nam, it is in a posi七ion to

help the whole couutry advance along the socialist

Path. The socialist structures of the North constitute

a good starting base for the whole country.

74

Questio虹　W履αγe油e eco件o肌毎pγOSpeCtS foγ

Ho C杭州れれCま旬?

Ånswc‘r : Our city has great econOmic potential.

Be†ore liberation, the total value of its industrial and

handicraft plnOduction made up as much as 80 per

cent o告he GNP in all of the South.

Besides large and medium-Sized industrial entre-

prises, the city has a vast network of handicraft

establishments. Most of these industrial en七reprises

were built during the late 60’s and early 70’s’and

have modem equipment and automated production

lines. They turn out a great Variety of products’Of

good quality and well presented, Which are therefore

sujtable for export・

Heavy industry has not been developed much and

dces not include cnterprises in the key sectors. It

is quite well equipped, however, With some thou-

sands o士mcdern machine-tOOIs, mOStly concentrat-

ed in repair and肌ing establishments and in connec-

七ion with assembly work and mamIfacもure of spare

parts. we can cite the steel industry (iron and copper
wire, Steel rods for [erro-COnCrete made from scrap)・

engineemg enterPrises producing electric fans,

bicycles, SeWing machines, 。ocks and watches, radio

and television sets...

Light indしIStry is vell developed, COVering a

mmber of differc`nt branches and inclし1ding textiles

(200 mill10n metreS Of cotton and synthethic fabrics

a year), Silk fabrics, hose’WOOllen knitwear・ ready-

made dothes, furs; Plastic goods (60,000　tons a

year) ; glassware (30.000 tons a year) rubber products

(2.5 millicn bicycle inner-tubes and tyres a year) ;
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paper (20,000 tons a year) ; PrOCeSSed wood (800

well-equipped enterprises) ; detergents (50,000 tons

a year) ; Printed matter and phamaceutical products

(124 1aboratories) ; foods (sweetmeats, COndensed

milk, flour, edible oils, tObacco, tinned food, Car-

bonated drinks, refrigerating installations)・

CaLpital construction, With a hundred enterprises

and research offices, emPIoyed 75,000 people in 1976.

This augurs well for further construction works in

Ho Chi Minh City and the plrOVinces.

Industry and construction have a work force with

good practical qua捕cations, but weak on the theore-

tica1 1evel ; there are experien音Ced technicians, mOSt

of whom were trained abroad.

This industrial potential was underempIoyed

before liberation, When most enterprises were run-

ning at less than 50 per cent production capacity ; and

in many enterprises, neW equipment is still unused・

Socialist transformation will enable these reorganiz-

ed enterprises to make full use of their production

CaPaCity.

Agriculture has great possibilities too. There are

90,000　hectares of fertile land in the subし1rban

regions. With the intensification of water conser-

vancy works favouring intensive cultivation, multi-

plication of crops, teChnical renovation and diversi-

fication of crops, there are bright prospe℃tS for being

able to harvest two or three crops a year (and three

to four tOnS Of rice per hectare per crop).

Animal husbandry is fairly well developed・ Before

liberation, there were already 278 pigge工●ies, SOme

of them raising as many as 6,000 pigs; 247 poultry
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farms, eaCh with some tens of thousands of hens;

certain farms raised as many as 200-300 pigs and

thousands of hens. Animal husbandry benefits from

excellent breeding, and the pigs have an average

weight of lOO kilograms when slaughtered・ Besides,

the city has 17 food-PrOCeSSing factories with a

production capaCity of 200,000 tons per year.

The city also enjoys favourable natural conditions

for the development of duck-raising, fish-breeding

and poultry-rearing・

Apart from rice' the growing of fruit trees is also

developed・ The mechanization of agriculture has

begun with a machine-Palrk totalling 50’00 hp. In a

few years, When all waste land has been reclaimed,

the soil improved, the countryside electrified, When

there has been intensified rearrangement Of crop

fields and water conservanCy WOrk, improvement Of

mechanization (with new supplies of equipment), all

this parallel with the reorganization of agriculture,

and the eventual setting up of agricultural coopera-

tives, the suburban regions will succeed in produc-

ing not only enough food for their own consumPtion,

but surplus food as well for city consumption and

for the export trade.

The city has a good infrastructure: a big port

with a cargo handling capacity of 7 million tons a

year, 1,000 kilometres of asphalted road, (700 kilo-

metres of them of intemational standard), and a

dense network of telecommunications ensuring

speedy contact with the various parts of the country

as well as with foreign countries. The means of

transport are numerous, but they are only being
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usぐd at 50 per cent capacity. There are several thou-

sand lorries, 3,500 buses, 300 big river boats, tenS

of thousantis of tourist buses and large m」mbers of

other mo七orized vehicles. Tourism, a離Other impor-

tan七　source of foreign exchange, Wi11 be able to

develop thanks to the existence of 200 hotels, 30 of

which are of intemational standard and well-

equipped.

Thus the potential of the city is great in all the

main economic sectors. The target population is

about 3 minion (including the suburbs).

We should bear in mind, however, that this

material and technical basis has been paid for very

dearly: hundreds of thousands of victims of US

bombings and shellings in the whole country, VaSt

War raVage in both the North and the South, the

restoration of which will take decades, and the heavy

Sequels of US war and neo-COIonialism (not least of

Which were a chaotic economy completely depen-

dent on foreign countries, hundreds of thousands

o壬　unempIoyed, PrOStitutes, OrPhans, drugaddicts,

invalids for life...).

Southem Viet Nam’s economy was neo-COIonialist :

it depended entirely on foreign countries for raw

materials and especially for technoIogy. The void left

in this domain by the Americans wi11 gradually be

filled by our efforts. Over the past two years, thanks

to the help from the central administration and in

COOPeration with the technicians, SCientific person-

nel and workers of the North, Our teChn王cians, SCien-

tific researchers and skilled workers, by their inno-
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vations, initiative, Studies and research’have made

an important contribution to restoring production in

O11r enterPrises.

Let us cite an example : under the former regime・

the VINAPPRO and VIKYNO factories (mechanical

engineenng plants) merely undertook the overhaul-

ing and assembly of agricultural machines, for which

all the parts (and the designs) came from Japan・

After liberation, these factories ceased their activi-

七ies, 1ike all other major enterprises. In 1976, in

cooperation with factories in the North, teChnicians

and workers of V工NAPPRO and VIKYNO started

producing 12-HP and 24-HP cul血vators and wateI-

pu皿pS ・

At present, Ho Chi Minh City must concentrate on

socialist transformations and the reorganization of

its economy, With the aim of developing its indus-

trial and agricultural production.

Only by coordinating our own efforts with the

help given by the central administration and the

pI‘OVinces can we make full use of our economic

potential for the development of the whole country.

Apri1 1977

(Interview recorded by

NGUYEN XUAN LAI )

VIET NA碑　COURJE只

NE59-Apri1 1977



NGHIA EINH PROVINCE

AND ITS FOOD PROBLEM

Nghia Binh province in central Viet Nam, formed

by merging the former provinces of Quang Ngai and

Binh Dinh, has an area of 14,700　sq.km., and a

POPulation of l,650,000 of different ethnic groupings,

includi音ng Kinh, Thuong, Sedang, H,re and Ba Na・

Its two major towns are Quang Nghia and Qui Nhon・

Nghia Binh has all conditions necessary for all-

round economic development. Firstly, there are three

types of region in the province, Plains, mOuntains

and the coastal areas, and secondly it has abundant

natural riches of many sorts. Off its 280km coast

are some of the largest schooIs of fish in the South.

工ts forests cover mor.e than 300,000 hectaI`eS, and in

them grow many kinds of precious timber such as

Ztm (E7.t/t手げOP航oeum Joγ萌　Oilv), tTαC (DαZbeTgicL

Coc砧琉c巌7?e7tSis Pierre) cho, (Hopeγα γeCOPei Pierre)

短e7了短e71 (Hopeα　Pie7.γei Hance), and medicinal

plants and trees. The mineral deposits in Nghia Binh

include iron, Zinc, graPhite, mica and kaolin・ Nghia

Binh is also renowned for many special products

such as Phuong Mai swallows’nests, Tra Bong cin-

namon, Quang Ngai rice malt and Phu Phong silk・

In spite of all these riches, for the past twenty

years starvation and poverty has been the lot of
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the people of Nghia Binh, aS in al=he other prov-

inces in the South seriously devastated by war and

US neo-COIonialism. All branches of the economy in

the province stagnated completely during this

Period.

Starting from Scratch.

At the time of liberation, mOre than 50,000 hectares

were lying waste or fallow (Of a total of 300,000

hectares of agricultural land in the province).

UnexpIoded bombs, mines and barbed-Wire fences

left by the enemy were everywhere. Of the 19

communes of Son Tinh district, 15　were littered

everywhere with unexpIoded bombs and mines. In

couI・tyards, in gardens, On the fields, On Paths along

ricefield boundaries, in the hills and along roadsides,

the danger of explosion was everywhere. 600,000

inhabitants of Nghia Binh, OVer One-third of the

population, had been herded into the towns or into

disguised concentration camps. 60,000 workers were

jobless and hundreds o上thoし1Sands of other labour-

ers had very precarious work situations. Tens of

thousands of draught buffalo and oxen had been

killed. Almost all of Quang Ngai town’s lOO,000

inhabitants weI`e either engaged in small trade,

handicrafts or small industI`ies, Or depended on

empIoyment in sc`rVices catering for the war. Nearly

all the 15,000 hectares of arable land in the subur-

ban COmmuneS lay fallow.

Supplying food to the lOO,000 inhabitants of the

town and 66,000　other people who had recently

moved into the town from Da Che and Go Su con-

centrations camps posed a serious problem. The US

i
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and its puppets had had to import more than 30,000

tons of rice every year for Nghia Binh alone. Under-

standably, Nghia Binh ran short of rice after libera葛

tion and within a few months the food situation be-

Came Very Serious.

As a first step towards stabilizing the people’§ 1iv重

ing conditions, the govemment sent lOO-120 tons of

rice to Nghia Binh every month. In some months

the relief rice supplied amounted to more than 700

tons ; meanWhile the State could buy almost nothing

from the peasants.

Truckloads of relief rice continued to be rushed

to Nghia Binh from other provinces in the South and

from the North too, a.t a time when the government

had its hands full soIving the innumerable post-War

problems. The authorities in Nghia Binh had to find

a solution themselves.

But famine was not the only problem. There were

also the many diseases left by twenty years of con-

tinual war. And the social evils under the old regime

which temporarily abated in the days immediately

following liberation now flared up again with alし

their virulence: burglarielS, rObberies, murders,

street fights…　Remnants of the puppet army and

administration who had evaded I.egistration and were

in hiding seized this opportunity to try to under-

mine the revolutionary power. PsychoIogical warfare

agents of the recently overthrown reactionary admin-

istration were active too, PrOPagating their distorting

and vilifying allegations against the revolution in

an attempt to confuse and bewilder the population
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and make批ngs as difficult as possible for the

newly established power.

To rely on the State for relief rice was only a

PaSSive stop-gaP meaSure and could not cope with

any wide-SCale famine situation・ Nghia Binh was not

the only province in the South that was facing these

problems at the time’and some other cases were

The Party Committee of Nghia Binh realized that

the situation wasI Serious ; but not everyone wasl able

tO See the problem from the right angle immediately.

A few cadres who were used to relying on assistance

from above whenever difficulties cropped up argued

that as the govemment had never left Nghia Binh

high and dry before, nOt eVen during the hard days

Of the war, it would not fail to supply adequate

food to Nghia Binh now that peace had been

restored.

A hard struggle between the two trends of

thought-Self-reliance on the one hand, and depend-

enCe On gOVemment relief on the other-WaS

finally resoIved in favour of the fomer. Speaking to

Cadres and people in the province, the fomer Sec-

retary of the Party Committee of the 5th Zone

(Nghia Binh was a province of the 5th Zone), Said :
“Now that peace has been restored, it would be a

Shame and a crime if we held out our hands and

begged for aid from the central administration. We

must bring our population,s tradition of self-reliance

into full play and produce as much food as we can ;

and we must content ourselves with what food we

Can produce.,,
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This determination was echoed by the Party Com-

mittee of Nghia Binh who wowed to strive for self-

sufficiency in food throughou=he province・

when drawing up its plan for 1976, the provincial

party committee was still not sure Nghia Binh could

become self-Sufficient in food within the year’but

was nevertheless unanimous that this be the goal

towards which the efforts of the entire population

in the province be aimed ; αmaking agricultural

development the cornerstone and regarding food

production as the key task・’’

To make this policy a sucCeSS, the provincial

Party Committee urged all levels of the province

administration to carry Out a Widespread ideoIogical

campaign to ensure that the entire Party and people

saw and understood clearly a1=he difficulties left
by thirty years of continual war and neo-COIonialism,

and to help forge their resoIve to overcome diffi-

culties and work towards a life of plenty for them-

selves and towards prosperity and happiness for

their province.

Back to the Fields to Clear and Reclaim I」and.

Moving more than half a million people from

fomer concentration camps, from leading hand-tO-

mouth existences in the towns’back to their rice-

fields was not simple. In Quang Nghia and Qui Nhon

towns alone, almost lOO,000 person were helped to

retum to their home areas Or tO gO tO neW eCOnOm-

At first it was anything but plain sailing for these

people, eVen though they had been bom peasants.
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They had courageously stuck to their fields to pro-

duce rice not only for their own subsistence but

also for the resistance during the liberation war

against the French coIonialists. But they had been

SeParated from their ricefields for almost twel:ty

years by the US war of aggression, and herded into

disguised concentration camps. There they had made

their living by peddling or doing service jobs. Some

had worked their way to a珊uence and the glamor-

OuS PrOSPerity of neo-COIonialist society. When they

now returned to their fields and handled a hoe or a

PIough again on a field overgrown with weeds and

littered with unexpIoded bombs and mines, While

Suffering privatious of all kinds, it is not surprising

that not all of them found it easy to adapt

themselves to the new life immediately.

The revolutionary administration embarked on a

VaSt and persistent campaign aimed at convincing

everybody that at this juncture growing food crops

must be the central, the vital task. At the same time,

it provided the retumees with the necessary material

COnditions and guidance to settle and begin agricul-

tural production immediately. Steps were also taken

to organize aid from the peasants who had stayed

behind to those who had just moved home or to new

eCOnOmlC ZOneS.

Then a widespread campaign for land reclamation

WaS launched throughout the province with a view

to reclaiming and expanding the cultivated areas.

Those taking part in this movement were peasants,

the main force, and soldiers, Senior secondary schooI

Students, WOrkers, yOung PeOPle and other people

from the towns.
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As we11 as opening up new land and reclaiming

WaSte land, the revolutionary power set up a series

Of new economic zones in Cat Hiep, Binh Khuong,

Thuan Ninh, Thuan Phong, Long My and other places

With the aim of drawing jobless people from

the towns into productive labour and creating a

new life.

Fifty hectares of hi11y land in Phuoc Thach com-

mune near Quy Nhon town are being made into a

farm for the growing of vegetables and subsidiary

CrOPS, raising of pigs and poultry for town food

SuPPlies and processing of farm produce. A careful

SurVey has been made by the town authorities, a

Plan for the planting of various crops has been

drawn up, and so have plans for building houses膏

health station and facilities for food supply for the

POPulation.

工n addition, tO break the “two sao shackle,, (per

CaPita share of cultivable land in the area, tWO SαO

being one-fifth of a hectare) the provincial author-

ities persuaded more than lO,000 families, COmPris-

ing 22’118 persons and including more than lO,000

farmhands, tO gO and build a new economic zone in

the neighbouring province of Gia Lai - Cong Tum.

The double aim of this was to expand the cultivated

area and increase food output to improve the life

Of the local people ; and to contribute to the building

and development of the economy and culture in the

mountain region.

By the end of 1976　the people of Nghia Binh

PrOVince had cleared or reclaimed and brought under
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Cultivation 30,000 hectares. Almost 300 agriculturdl

PrOduction groups have been formed, eaCh consistlng

Of 20-40 households and owning 5-15 hectares of

land and a number of buffaloes and oxen. This

Organization was undertaken to facilitate the progress

Of the peasants in the province step by step along

the road of large-SCale socialist production. The

Setting up of production groups has helped the people

Of ethnic minorities in the province to give up their

nomadic life, the disastrous slash-and-bum method

Of clearing swiddens, and subsequently to clear more

land for the cultivation of wet rice and develop other

Sideline occupations.

One of the underlying reasons for Nghia Binh,s

SuCCeSS On the agricultural front is the special con-

CeI`n Of the provincial Party Committee for restoring

and developing all the work and services necessary

f。r agricultural development・ This includes raising

herds o土buffalo and oxen to increase draught power,

restoring and developing industry and handicrafts

to increase the supply of goods to the peasants,

expanding the communications network and the

trading service down to village level to supply goods

to farmers on the spot, and extending the medical,

Cultural and educational network and provide better

Care for the health and the cultural life of the

PeOPle,

The WhoIe province Becomes a Water Conservancy

Construction site.

Once land has been reclaimed, Water is needed

壬or the crops. Nghia Binh has the great advantage

Of being watered by many big rivers such as the
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Tra Khuc and the Ve. Some major irrigation pro-

jects in the province were either destroyed or badly

damaged during the war.

Restoration and expansion of the water

COnSerVanCy SyStem in the service of agricultural

PrOduction was urgently required, and only

a radical solution to the problem of irrigation and

drainage could ensure that Nghia Binh would

increase the number of crops in a year, eXPand crop

area and increase crop output significantly. ThlS

WaS als音O the first prerequisite for any advance by

the countrys音ide on the road of large-SCale socialist

PrOduction. With adequate supplies of water, it is

POSSible not only to expand the rice area but also

to grow industrial crops such as mulberry and

Sugar-Cane, both in limited areas and on a large

SCale. It also provides conditions in which cattle-

breeding and other sideline accupations can develop-

This line of thought has prompted the local Party

Committee to regard water conservancy as the

Prime technical measure in agricultural production.

In fact, immediately after liberation the revolu-

tionary administration in Nghia Binh launched a

movement for irrigation which turned the whole

PrOVince into a huge construction site for irrigation

PrOjects. In the first days after liberation. tens of

thousands of people took part daily in irrigation

PrOjects such as building dykes against salt water,

restoring the whole system of water wheels for
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1rrlgatlOn Of fields along the banks of the Tra Khuc

and Lai rlVerS which had been destroyed by the

enemy, digging tens of thousands of wells and ponds

and erecting thoし1Sands of scooping shafts that

bristled like anti-aircraft batteries’and dredging,

。lgging or repairing 900 km of existing canals.

工n this vast undertaking, the party committee

both guarded against and combated the tendency to

PaSSively wait for rain or for State-SuPPlied fuel

tO OPerate the pumps ‥ at the same time, it called on

the people to join battle in the spirit of “squeezing

Water out of the earth, and making rain instead of

the sky,,, and to put into practice sIogans like “let

Our SWeat flow so that our rice and potatoes gI`OW,,.

Everywhere in the province people were moving

Water. In some places it was scooped to the fields up

three levels and in others people had to carry water

to their fields bucket by bucket・ The movement is

both widespread and effective thanks to good co-

Ordination of large’medium and small irrigatlOn

PrOjects.

工n 1976 Nghia Binh suffered one of its worst

droughts ever’With no rain for four months on end

The revolutionary administration on the one hand

Supplied sufficient gasoline for the continual opera-

tlOn of the 18’000 pumps in the province, and on the

Other mobilized the people to contrlbute millions

Of workdays to restoring and repair主ng almost all

the existing irrigation works to irrigate almost half

Of the cultivated area. As a result’the crop acreage

almost doubled compared with pre-1iberation days.
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In the coming years, Nghia Binh plans to build 19

irrigation projects including two major projects -

the Thanh Nham dam on the Tra Khuc river and the

Phu Phong reservoir in Binh Khe. When completed,

these projects are expected to water more than

lOO,000 hectares.

Other Technical Measures.

Alongside water conservancy, the provincial Party

-Committee and administration have also paid great

attention to other technical measures such as fertili-

zers and new rice strains, aS Well as to techniques of

planting, SOWing, tranSPlanting and tending, and of

fighting insects and rats. In a11 this work, the revolu-

tionary administration has relied on the masses and

organized mass movements to carry out the plans.
‘Of course, nOt eVerything has been plain sailing.

Take the question of fertilizer, for instance. Under

the old regime, the peasants in Nghia Binh, aS

elsewhere in southem Viet Nam, uSed neither

organic fertilizer nor green manure, Only imported

くChemical fertilizers. After liberation, While continu-

ing to supply chemical fertilizers, the revolutionary

administration launched a campaign to make full use

of all available sources of organic fertilizer and green

manure throughout the province.

High-yield rice strains are grown on an ever larger

proportion of the total rice acreage of the province.

At present, mOre than 60%　of the rice acreage in

Nghia Binh is planted with short-term rice strains

such as Nong Nghiep 8, 22, and Nong Nghiep 73/2.

In one district, these rice strains are grown on more

than 90% of the rice acreage.
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At the same time’the fight against ilnSeCtS, ratS

and other pests has been stepped up. The provincial

authorities supplied insecticides and sprayers tb、

PeSt-affected areas to stamp out crop pest on detec-

tion, and encouraged people to use their own

remedies to get rid of crop pests and exterminate

ratS・ Encouraged by the provincial authorities,

PeOPIe in many districts have taken interesting

initiatives during this campaign. In Mo Duc district

and Quang Ngai town for instance, tenS Of thousands

Of people went to the fields several nights in a row

and used kerosene lamps and torches to kill insects :

a Sma11 kerosene lamp placed in a tub糾ed with

Water and with some oil on the surface can trap

mOre than lOO crop-eating insects in two hours. This

and other methods, Primitive as they are’are eaSily

Practicable by the broad masses for they suit Iocal

CaPaCity and conditions. Their positive results in the

fight against crop pest and rats were an effective

COntribution to the recent bumper crops in Nghia

Binh, and have increased the people,s confidence

both in the policies of the Party as well as in

their own ability to deal with urgent problems.

Crop MuItipIication and Subsidiary Crops.

In early 1976, the people in Nghia Binh sowed

87,000 hectares of rice for the Winter-Spring rice

Crop’but 2,000 hectares were lost owing to natural

Calamities. To make up for this crop failure, the

Provincial authorities launched a campaign for sub-

Sidiary and additional rice growing in summer and

autumn・ When this crop was ripe, the provincia1
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authorities called for the immediate planting of

another rlCe CrOP ln Order to guard against food

shortage- But the plan to groW a third crop waS

objected to by the peasantS, Who feared it would

cost too much effort and would raise their tax

contributio.n. The Party Committee exPlained care-

fully that the third crop is tax-eXemPt and that the

agricultura=ax quota is based on the planned
annual crop output, and the third crop is not included

in the amual plan・ When this policy had been

understood by the people, anOther 5,000 hectares

were put under rice cultivation・ and the average

output was 2.2 tons per hectares. In some places, it

was as high as 3 tons per hectare.

Although crop multiplication is still sllow it is

important Since it has compensated for the failure

of the main crops, and it helps tide over food

shortages in times of adversity.

In addition to rice, Other starch crops are an im-

portant addition to food output in the province・

Apart from the main rice-grOWing areas like Phuoc

van, An Nhon and Mo Duc, Where the provincial

authorities are COnCentrating efforts with a view to

harvesting as muCh as seven tOnS Of rice per hectare,

the people of Nghia Bmh are also engaged in a

broad movement for growing short-tem Subsidiary

crops. The green leaves of sweet potatoeS and

cassava can be seen in all parts of the province・ from

the vast areas Of newly reclaimed land in the

mountain region to the small pIots around the guest-

house of the provincial Party Committee. They

have used every inch of cultivable land to grow
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food crops. When the音re WaS nOt enOugh sowing

ground they even sowed seeds in flower pots. As a

result, Within only a short time there were enough

Seedlings for the total area plamed in the province.

The fields along the Tra river are used for inten_

Sive cultivation of maize, and they yield as many

as four crops per year, One CrOP being planted before

the previous one has been harvested.

The people of Nghia Binh, Who readily accepted

any sacrifice to defeat the French coIonialists and

US imperialists, are nOW happy with =Be content

With what we can produce-, as a policy with which

to overcome post-War di飴culties in their advance to

a bright future.

The province also has a long tradition of process-

ing maize’CaSSaVa and other∴Subsidiary crops into

Various kinds of cakes and vemicelli which people

eat instead of rice. This has greatly helped in copingノ

With food shortages in the province and even saves

a substantial part of the crops, Which can be con-

tributed to the State food reserve.

Most of the central provinces of Viet Nam have

the same sort of terrain and climate, and like them,

Nghia Binh suffered both from the serious sequels

Of war and neo葛COIonialism and a succession of very

Serious natural calamities in 1976　proIonged cold

SPe11 and drought was followed by widespread

infestations of pests and rats, Which played havoc

With many rice fields. The local revolutionary ad-

ministration encouraged the population to stick to

93



their tradition of self-reliance, hard work言ndustri-

OuSneSS and courage in national construction, COm-

bined with timely and correct measures, tO reVerSe

the trend; and they had as much success as could

be expected in such circunstances. The average rice

yield for the whole province reached 2.2 tons per

hectare in the Winter-Spring crop of 1976 and 2.24

tons per hectare in the Autunn - Winter crop of the

Same year.

If the output of subsidiary crops (in terms of

paddy) is included, annual per capita production of

food in the province is approximately 250 kilograms.

This major achievement Of Nghia Binh province

makes for added confidence in the bright future of

agriculture in the liberated South.

THE DUY

A VILLAGE IN A NEW ECONOMIC ZONE

Summer 1976 in Ho Chi Minh City.

Everywhere in the city, On the buses, in markets少

lanes, ims and caf6s, yOu Can hear the latest gossip

about Saigonese going to new economic zones.

From Tam Tin’One Of the cadres of the Economic

Board set up after liberation to soIve the`problem

Of unempIoyment’We Obtained the following figures

(released by the former regime).

く`At the end of 1974, the population in the South

Was about 20.5 million (whereas a rough census made

by the revolutionary power in February 1976

estimated it at nearly 24 million’about half living

in urban centres)" Quoting the same source, PeOPle

Of working age were reckoned at lO mi11ion, half

in the productive sector and half in the service

SeCtOr, the latter eaming an income amounting to

OVer half the national revenue of the old regime

(the ratio was naturally higher during the presence

Of half a m皿on GIs and sate11ite troops in the

South). 20% of the people of working age were

しInempIoyed.

αThese figures, Which are sti11 far from the truth,

nevertheless reflect the actual situation in the South

before liberation,,, Said Tam Tin. “After liberation,

in Ho Chi Minh City alone there were nearly l.51
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miHlOn lay-Offs, nOt including nelarly ,40,000 dis-

banded puppet soldiers and officers. This was a

heavy burden for the revolutionary authorities

Which the Westem prelSS and politiciaus said would

need several years to soIve.

“Apart from the fact that the country has been

devastated by a long and fierce war, the heritage

left by the French and the Americans was an econ-

Omy entirely dependent on foreign countries;

though there were a nunber of capitalist industrial

enterprlSeS, PrOduction remained sma11 and was

mainly agricし一Itural ; the settlement of the unem-

PIoyment problem through increased industry is

therefore not practicable at present・ Meanwhile,

millions of hectares of fertile land now lying fallow

COuld become productive within six months if man-

POWer and some investment were provided. That is

Why, Since liberation, the policy of the Govern-

ment on soIving the unempIoyment problem inしIr-

ban centres, Chiefly in Saigon, has been mainly to

induce the townspeople to go to the countryside-

either to retum to their native vjllages or to go to

new economic zones-tO take part in agricultural

PrOduction.
“As a consequence of this policy, OVer half a

million people have left Saigon in the last ten

months. Hundreds of new viHages have been ur-

gently built for them・ You joumalists may pick

any village you like on this map for a visit:,

New Vil貴ages for People from Saigon.

Tran Cong Tam, Chairman of the administrative

COmmittee of Tan Hung villagc‘, Phu Giao district,
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Song Be province (40 km north of Saigon)言nvited

us to make a tour of his vi11age.

We walked on a wide metalled road newly built

On the red soi口ined by a double row of young

trees. Waving his hind from lef=o right, Tam said,
“When the six ofしIS reCeived orders to come here

and set up a new village for the settlement of people

from Saigon, this region was a battlefield abandoned

just as it was after an engagement. No living soul,

no an音imals’nO birds. We had to watch our steps to

avoid barbed wire, Shell splinters and even mines…,,

On oし一r left little houses with fibro-Cement roofs

amidst verdant gardens extended for about five

kilometres along the road・ On our right were the

Office of the rural people,s committee言he school,

hospital, foodstore, department store, Playing field

and market. Behind lie the fields of Tan Hung

Vi11age.

Tran Cong Tam was short of stature. He wore a

Stubbly beard which hardly concealed his sunbumt

hollow cheeks`　and at 36 he looked older than

his age.

He fought for nearly twenty years in the hardest

eonditions in the hope of liberating his country and

froa11y I「etuming home to farm his ancestors, land

。evastated by the enemy. BしIt aS SOOn as thc‘ war

ぐnded, he received orders to lead a team of six mili-

tIamen from six villages in Song Be province to set

uP a new village there.

ThlS WaS a heavy task, tO build a new vi11age on

¥、γhat had been a big military base and was still clut-

tered with bombs’mines, blockhoしISeS, CarCasses of

丁　半、丁FI宅
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Vehicles, and barbed wire entanglementS, a Village

for 5,000 people of various trades and with a most

heterogeneous set of personal records ! He had to

take care of their living conditions, education and

health, in short everything. And this was to be done

With their own hands.

After a long and destructive war di綿culties were

many ; Where could he find materials and equipment

to build thousands of dwellings in so short a time?

Like his mates, Tam felt that he had not enough

experience to lead and organize such a large number

Of people, the more so as he himself did not have

a high “cultural standard.,,

It seemed an undertaking fi七　to break a man,s

Will ; but he never flinched from di描culties.

In this struggle, however, he and his mates did

not fight alone. From Ho Chi Minh City and Song Be

PrOVince they received bulldozers road-making

machines, lorries, building materials, and teams 、Of

Vanguard youth and carpenters, and from the North

Seeds, breeding stock, yOung treeS, fertilizers and

food, for Tan Hung and other villages set up by and

for the Saigonese. Tam worked out remarkably

quickly how to organize and mobilize the settler

labour force. And work started at once.

Difficulties cropped up and complications in the

WOrk・ Life was not plain sailing. Some of the people

had never done manual work before or they had

given it up Iong ago・ Some, it appeared, Were nOt

yet accustomed to the climated conditions. Added to

these di蹄culties saboteurs were out to distort the
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truth, eXaggerate the hardships and even occasion輸

ally lay mines and throw grenades into crowded

Places to demoralize the settlers. Many of the latter
began to waver. some of them moved back to the

City or left their families in the places of settlement

in order to receive the settler allowances granted

by the State. Leaving the children to Iook after

their be10ngings, SOme Went back to the city to

have a try at sma11 trading.

To ease the situation, Tam and other cadres in

the village held meetings to give the inhabitants an

OPPOrtunity to review their past miseries and to

COmPare these with the opportunities offered in an

independent and free country, and to find ways of

OVerCOming the di縦culties confronting them as

new settlers. These meeltings also roused the settlers

to denounce the saboteurs so that due punishment

COuld be meted out to them. Little by little the

Situation became more normal・ Although they had

experienced a hard life on the land, those who left

for the city found their days even harder there,

asked to return to the new economic zones, and

Were welcomed back; those who had wavered now

definitely plumped for Tan Hung.

Thus after six hard months, a neW Vi11age has been

Set uP With five hamlets and abo正one thousand

houses; it is cIosely and neatly organized, has a

Primary school for over 400 children, a 12-bed hos-

Pital run by an assistant-doctor, four nurses and a

midwife, and a motor-rOad linking it to Ho Chi Minh

City and Song Be town・ At the market held every
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moming one can find manufactured goods from the

City as well as foodstuffs (sweet potatoes, manioc,

gourds, SquaSh) produced loca11y.

New Life for a Former Puppet Soldier.

Tran Cong Tam invited us to drop in for a visit

to a house by the roadside.

Loi, One Of the first settlers at Hamlet I, Tan Hung

Village, WaS Watering his fruit-treeS near his house ;

his wife was cooking rice in the kitchen. His eldest

daughter was picking gourds and squash on the

tre11is in the courtyard. His four younger chidren

Were COllecting the fruit from their sister and put-

ting them in a big basket in the middle of the yard.

Hens were leading their chicks in search of food

between two rows of capsicums in the courtyard.

Stopping his work, Loi invited us to sit down at a

table in front of his house in the shade of the trellis.

Loi was about forty years old. With his suntanned

COmPlexion, this short strong man looked every

inch a peasant. He spoke of his family first.

“I have six children, tWO boys and four girls,’’he

Said. “My eldest daughter is the one you see here.

My second child is a 17-year-Old boy, Who is now

Playing fooball on the sports field. My wife and

myself they and those two are the labour force of

Our family. They work in the daytime and attend

Classes or meetings in the evenings (the ten months

Since they came here, they have learned how to read

and write). Of the four little ones, three go to a

Primary school and the youngest stays at home,

being not yet of school age.‥’’
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We leamed that he was born in a village in a

hilly province in Central Viet Nam. Because of lack

Of land, his family had had to eam a subsistence

from basket making for generations. During the war

years, in an effort to dodge the draft, he took his

family to the remotest comer of the country, in

the Central Highlands, tO try and make a living;

but in vain・ He was pressganged into the puppet

army’WaS made lance-COrPOral after four years of

SerVice, and was∴Seriously wounded in the course

Of a sweep in the Mekong delta. Demobbed in a

State Of sheer destitution, Loi, his wife and five

Children went to saigon, and managed to exist in

a jerry-built tin-rOOfed house in the soldiers,

families quarters. His wife hired herself out to work

for a well-Off family; his two elder children

hawked ice in the streets. When business WaS Slack,

they scavenged rubbish heaps for empty tins and

thrown out food・ Before liberation, the boss fled

abroad, Loi’s wife lost her job, and the family,

1anded in dire need, had to live off relief from the

revolutionary authoritie$.

One question bothered him constantly : how could

he and his family survive? What would become of

his six childrlen? This problem remained unan-

SWered, eVen becoming more acute a音ll through the

Period from Diem to Thieu.

What amazes him now is that since liberation, the

revolutionary power has shown such care for the

living conditions of the people, Particularly the poor,

and that those like him who have been on the wrong

Side have not been subjected to any reprisal. He
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Waits and observes and has come to the conclusion

that the revolutionary power is really of the toiling

PeOPle themselves.

Just when he was finding it hardest to live, the

authorities began urging jobless people to go to the

COuntrySide for settlement. Those who consented

WOuld receive adequate houses, 1and for gardening

Or doing other productive work, tOgether with a

Sufficient ration of food to keep them till they were

able to fend for themselves. In addition they were

granted a loan with which to start their productive

WOrk, and enjoyed other facilities such as a school

for their children and a first aid station to attend

to their health needs.

Was this an opening into the future for him? he

asked himself, and made up his mind to go.

What a memorable day it was when he and his

family left Saigon for Tan Hung !

He and some other families were seen off by the

authorities’Who gave the children milk, Sugar and

CIothes’and sent a guide to accompany them on the

joumey to Tan Hung...

The same warm reception was given him on his

arrival ; the authorities welcomed him at the bus

Station’the vanguard youth helped him carry his

belongings and his small children, and showed him

his house and the piece of land allotted to him. The

house covers 40 square metres, and the garden about

2,000 square metres had already been levelled by

bulldozer and pIoughed up ; a Well had been already

Sunk・ To help him to settle he received farm imple-

ments, Seeds and young trees at once to enable him
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to catch up with the planting season. He was also

SupPlied with rice. salt and oil to start with. He told

us that nearly one thousand families had left Saigon

for Tan Hung, tWO fifths of whom had at least one

member who had collaborated with the Amlericans

‘and the former puppet administration. These however

Were granted the same privileges as others.

Loi invited us to make a tour of his garden which

WaS green With vegetation : the cassava-Plants were

already tall and banana置treeS Were blossoming. He

and his wife showed us a papaw-tree from Bien Hoa

known for ‘the abundance and quality of its fruit,

and a mango-tree from Binh Dinh, Well known in

Central Viet Nam for its delicious big fruit and

Small stone. Gifts to the Saigonese settled in the

COuntryside included a durian from Phu Quoc island

Which he grew from a seed sent by one of his old

acquaintances who had heard that he was going to

the new economic zone. His garden is already

COVered with young growth which in several years’

time will be an important source of revenue for

his family.

As we showed such an interest in his garden, Loi

became more candid : “We retum to the countryside

like a tiger to his jungle,’, he said. “However as

ヽドe have not been doing farm work for a long

time we have had to overcome some difficulties to

start with.

``In fact many of us who had only lived in the

lown where life is crowded and electricity and run-

ning water are always available, COuld not bear this

monotonous life at first. At night there was only the
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flickering light of an oil lamp and sometimes there

was even a shortage of well water. Many of the

families who settled in this immense plain near the

forest were scared stiff ; On StOrmy nights all doors

Were Shut tight and no communication was possible.

“This large area had been levelled by bulldozers

but was already overgrown with tiger grass and full

Of tree stumps which were begiming to sprout. The

days were sweltering hot, With no relief.

“Au this frightened us at first. My wife and child-

ren were unanimously against staying and wanted to

retum to Saigon, Where, they said, they would prefer

to live no matter how.‥ hawking, Or Selling what

remained of our belongings. We talked it over and

agreed that once we had sold everything we had,

Our PrOSPeCtS WOuld be worsle than ever, eSPeCially

as we were not skilled in any trade.

“Just at that time Saigonese began to arrive at

Tan Hung in greater and greater numbers. Life be-

Came mOre Cheerful. The children began to go to

SChooI or to take part in various activities in their

Organizations- The sick received medical care, and

the more serious cases were sent to provincial

hospitals.

“Realities at last convinced me and my dear ones.

We set to work in our garden, Weeding, breaking

CIods of earth, uPrOOting stumps, remOVing stones

and shell splinters.’’

Pointing his finger to the end of the house where

a heap of rusty fragments of bombs and shells layh

Loi went on: “This is not all. When we dig a hole

to plant a young tree or make a furrow to sow
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maize seeds or bury cassava stems, We Still come

across splinters of shells or bombs, eVen SOmetimesr

an unexpIoded mortar shell.

“Work is hard, but it is a great joy for us to see

our garden green with vegetation, the field beside

our house carefully pIoughed where rice plants will

ripen in a few months, and our children merrily

going to school in the day time and struggling with

their spelling at night ! We have more confidence in

our work and are convinced that our future-Will be

tied to that of our village of Tan Hung.

Bright Prospects.

Tran Cong Tam then invited us to have a look at

the fields of his village.

The sun was setting behind a forest of tall trees.

While we walked on the wide, Partly pIoughed up

Plain showing its old as well as new furrows, Tam

told us:

`;In this first season, it has been necessary to bring

l,000 hectares under cultivation. Here, in the east

the rainy season is the only propitious season for

SOWing. We have two tractors which operate irregu-

larly owing to lack of fuel. The workers number

many thousands but most of them are not accustomed

to the inclement weather and to manua1 1abour and

there is a lack of technicians. We have to work day

and night so as to bring the whole area under culti-

vation for our immediate task of　700　hectares of

rice and 300 hectares of groundnuts and soya beans

to soIve the food problem for the immediate future.

In the next few years the whole area will be planted

lO5



with sugar cane and soya beans, aS these cropswill

do well in this area.’,

Two tractors continue to make long furrows on

the bumt over fields. The new settlers work in rows,

digging, raking, Weeding, felling trees. Almost all

the responsible cadres in the village are working

with them.
“What are the prospects for Tan Hung vi11age?’’

工asked finally.

“Di描culties are great’’, Said Tam with a smile.

“The four major ones are : lack of irrigation water,

Of haulage power, Of fertilizers, Parti音Cularly organic

manures, and of technicians. But we have found a

rapid way to soIve these problems. Any beginning

is difficult, yOu See, and we’ve overcome the initial

Obstacles : the settlers are firmly installed, and now

We Can COnfidently concentrate on production.’’

Leaving Tan Hung, this new vi11age set up by

PeOPle from Saigon, I could not help thinking of an
“agro-tOWn’’ (as the American “resettlement’’ vil-

lages were called) situated along National Highway

No. 1 in Central Viet Nam which I had visited shortly

after liberation. As remarked by a Catholic friend

who had lived in a former agro-tOWn and who has

now just settled at Tan Hung.
“Their agro-tOWn WaS hell to live in. But Tan

Hung,s different. We’ll be happy here. `くThe settlers

can see the promise given by Tran Cong Tam, Chair-

man of the village administrative committee, COm-

ingtrue : “We’ll make TanHunglive up to thename

the vi11agers have given it.’’Tan Hung means `new

PrOSperity’.

MAI QUANG
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FILL重NG冒HE VACUUM

Under the US neo-COIonialist regime言ndustry in

southem Viet Nam was concentrated in the Bien

Hoa-Saigon area・ It was a system of enterprises

which, although outwardly they looked like industrial

establishments, Were aCtually only commercial

enterprises. Their main task was to assemble ma-

chines produced by foreign countries on sub-COntraCtS

and process imported raw materials. Many of their

products carried foreign trade marks. All these enter-

prises depended on foreign aid, mainly American,

for everything from raw and other materials and

fuel, tO maChinery, teChnoIogy and capital・ At most

of the enterprisleS, teChnoIogical management was

entirely in the hands of foreign specialists. Viet-

namese engineers, though trained in the US’France’

Japan, West Germany and other capitalist countries,

Were Only assistants.

After the liberation of southem Viet Nam (Apri1

30, 1975) the revolutionary administration took over

this industry in a state of paralysis : almost all the

factories had been closed, their cash-boxes were

empty, raW materials were in short supply, and all

the foreign specialists and technicians had left.

To provide empIoyment for the workers it was

necessary to restore production ; but the problem was

how to get round the economic dependence on foreign
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COuntries. Of the innumerable difficulties of the

early stage, the supply of raw materials was a cru-

Cial problem for all enterprises. It was impossible

to continue importing raw materials as before. To
=fill the vacuum,,, a neW and vigorous rle-Orientation

WaS neCeSSary.

After liberation, the COGIVINA paper mill, Which

WaS in the same situation as almost a11 other fac-

tories, ran Short of its raw material, PaPer Pulp. A

little more than five weeks after the factory was

taken over by the new administration, On June 7,

1975, COGIVINA resumed production, first with

recycled old books and newspapers collected or

PurChased by the factory, then with a small quantity

Of chemical paper pulp sent from the North. These

SOurCeS Of material were not inexhaustible, however,

- and in about the middle of 1976, the supply of raw

materials again became a real problem. New initia-

tives were needed. Thanks to a number of bambo。

and wood processing machines sent by the Viet Tri

PaPer mill in the North, COGIVINA was able to

improve its machines so as to utilize bamboo and

Pine-WOOd as raw materials. Bu=he expIoitation of

Pine forests was no easy job either, aS Lam Dong

PrOVince (north of Ho Chi Minh City) could only

SuPPly 40 per cent of the amount needed.

After a. period of study, COGIVINA,s cadres and

WOrkers improved their method of beating paper

Pulp in order to utilize a new kind of raw material

Which abounds in the country and the expIoitation

Of which otherwise presents no great difficulty - theL

WOOd of old rubber trees. This is an ordinary wood.
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It decays rapidly, has short fibres, and was formerly

し1Sed as fire-WOOd or fertilizer. By mix三ng 50 per

cent rubber wood pulp with 50 per cent pine-WOOd

pulp, COGIVINA successfully soIved the problem of

raw materials for paper production・ The quality of

its paper is about the same as before, but production

costs have dropped by 19,5 per cent・

事

The THANH THANH enamelled tile factory,

which was built with American aid, uSed Italian

equipment and Japanese raw materials, and em-

pIoyed Italian and French specialists. A=he time
of liberation, all foreign specialists and technicians

left the country. The factory continued production

with the remaining materia丁s・ In July 1976, the

factory was nationalized a=he request of its owner.

Enamelled tiles are a valuable export commodity,

but to maintain production, it was imperative to find

a substitute for the pirophillite used in producing

them. After research and experiments with raw

materials available, the technical section of the fac-

tory arrived at an optimal formulaL for combining

industrial waste and local raw materials. The new

material was Pren kaolin produced in Lam Dong

province. A factory producing this kind of kaolin

was built at the foot of the Pren Pass with a present

capacity of 5,000 tons per year, Which will double

lO9



by the end of 1978. Thus the problem of raw ma-

terials for the production of enamelled tiles has

basically been soIved.

章

Another example of the utilization of domestic

raw materials instead of imported ones comes from

the CUU LONG factory (which belongs to the

Fertilizer - Insecticide Company of the Agricultural

Service of Ho Chi Minh City). This plant has pro-

duced two insecticides鵜舟γαtOC and 7壷cotine sl珂αte,

Which destroy crop and vegetable insect pests, With

materials extracted from maize cobs (to make fu-

ratoc), and from the stems of tobacco plants and

WaStage from cigarette production (to make nicotine

Sulfate).

*

Another basic feature of the complete dependence

On foreign countries by industry in southem Viet

Nam formerly was technoIogical dependence.

VIKYNO’s full name was　``Viet Nam Ky Nghe

Nong Co,,・ It was built with Japanese assistance, and

WaS a factory mainly specialized in assembling two

main products -intemal combustion engines and

7 h.p. hand-OPerated ploughing machines, More than

70 per cent of the parts of both machines came from
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Japan; VIKYNO itself made less than 30 per cent〆

and the la伽er were mostly rudimentary and simple.一

The main equipment of the factory was geared to

assembly work・ The machine-tOOIs workshop had

Only some 50 machines, all of them multi-PurPOSe

devices, and not a single specialized machine. Thel

technical cadres, though trained in foreign countries,

Were Only “assembly engineers’’, although they were

highly-Skilled technical cadres. Among the 200 work-

ers of the factory only 14 were classed as 7th-grade

engineering workers, but they never got farther than

mastering assembly techniques either.

VIKYNO was really only an assembly and sales

agent for agricultural machines for Japanese capital-

ist companies.

After it was taken over by the revolutionary

administration, the factory did continue to assemble

agricultural farm tooIs with the Japanese parts still

in the stores. But VIKYNO gradually switched from

assembly to production and manufacture・

The Ministry of Engineering and Metallurgy

ordered factories in the North to share some of their

equipment with their southem counterparts, includ-

ing a large number of specialized machine tooIs,

the most important of which were a collection of

modem machines producing cog-Wheels. The latter

COmPrised all kinds of machines for producing and

Whetting cog-Wheels, threading machines and vertical

grindjng machines. With these new means of pro-

duction, VIKYNO has become fully able to produce

different cog-Wheels for pIoughing machines, SuPPly

COg-Wheels of various kinds to other factories, and
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has been able to manufacture more and more paI‘tS

of machines which formerly had to be imported

from foreign countries.

Late in 1975, With the cooperation of engineering

factories in the North, VIKYNO successfully pro-

duced the `くDai Thang (Great Victory) 5A’’pIough-

ing machine, mOre than 70 per cent of whose parts

Were made by the factory itself. This marked a big

Stride on the road from mere assembly and repair

to manufacture and production.

The next step taken by VIKYNO was to tum out

the 12 h.p. “Bong Sen’’ (Lotus) pIoughing machine

With the cooperation of the Ha Son Binh provincial

agro-engineering factory in the North. This type o土

machine was the result of collective research by

technical cadres and workers in the North who had

SPent many yearS Of untiring study of design and

industrial process. Tens of thousands of this machine

are being produced for cooperative farms in the

North. A team of northem engineers and specialists

brought VIKYNO valuable materials, including the

blue-Prints of the Bong Sen as we11 as the industrial

PrOCeSS for manufacturing and assembling it, tOgether

With five prototypes, tWO Of which have been per-

fected. This meant that VIKYNO could shorten the

Period of test production.

With the help of the northern team of specialists

VIKINO finished assembling two　′‘Bong Sen 12,,

PIoughing machines in 12 days, uSing materials∴Sent

by the Ha Son Binh agro-engineering factory- In

this co-OPerative production VIKYNO contributed

58 per cent of the parts on the assembly line This
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WaS tO be only the initial step in test production,

and it was undertaken after only a short period of

preparation・ When the factory moves into mass-

production VIKYNO may p]「Oduce considerably

more. This is the desire of both sides and the aim

Of the cooperat10n.

This was a test p工・Oduct based on the blue-Prints

of the Ha Son Binh agr○○engineering factory, bu七

VIKYNO has devised other valuable improvements

in the field of engineering, SuCh as increasing the

speed of the soil loosener from 200 to 240 revolu-

tions per minute, aSSembling a system for regulating

heat in engines, reducing the temperature from llOO

to 80Oc. This improvement means tha=he machines

last lcnger and increase theiI・ OutPut, aS Well as

saving the workers, time spent pouring water into

radiators and mending parts. It has also made the

machines lighter, mOre eaSily handled、 and more

suitable for scuthern ricefields.

On the basis of the experience gained from the

test production of the　=Bong Sen 12,, pIoughing

machine, VIKYNO prepared for test production of

a new pIoughing machine, the “Dai thang 12’’,

making 90 per cent of its parts itself or in coopera-

tion with other engineering estal)lishments in the

country. This new pIoughing machine combines the

fine qualities of the付Bong Sen 12,, and its prede-

cessor and is being mass-PrOduced to gradua11y

replace the “Bong Sen 12’’.

In addition to a series of pIoughing machines,

V工KYNO has produced pumps with capacities of

200, 250 and 450 cubic metres per hour・



Another agro-engineering factory, VINAPPRO,

has cooperated with the Tran Hung Dao engineer-

ing plant in Hanoi to produce 12h.p. diesel motors.

The technical cooperation between these four

engineering factories in northem and southem Viet

Nam has made it possible to produce an engine-

POWered pIoughing machine. This production has

given technical cadl`eS and workers whose capab-

ilities could not fully develop in the past, the oppor-

tunity to give full play to their know-how ; and they

have made notable contributions to the improvement

and perfecting of the 12h.p. diesel motor and the
“Bong Sen 12’’pIoughing machine.

工t is no easy task to tum an economy completely

dependent on foreign coun七ries into an independent

and sovereign structure. However, the road travel-

led by many industrial enterprises in southem Viet

Nam over the past two years has shown that the

efforts of these factories, COuPled with the assistance

Of the socialist North, make it possible gradually to
=fill the vacuum,, left by US neo-CO工onialism.

NGUYEN XUAN LAI

VIET NAM COURIER
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A FACTORY ON THE BANK

OF THE PERFUME RIVER

The Long Tho lime-kilns-the only factory in

Hue　-Stands a few kilometres from Hue as the

CrOW flies’On the right bank of the quiet Perfume

River bordered with flame-treeS. Facing the kiln is

the Thien Mu pagoda, a famous example of Viet-

namese architectur`e.

The Story of Kiln Number One

We visit the lime-kiln about two months after

its reactivatilOn. It is already more than half a year

after the complete liberation of the South.

We approach kiln number one. It is seven metres

deep and brimful of baking lime. The kiln works

round the cIock・ There we meet vo Ba Khoa, Sturdy

middle-Sized man over sixty with a long face, dark

Skin and slightly silvered hair’Who has had 20 years,

experience in his trade.

バUnder the French colonialists,,, says he, “this

WaS kiln number five, and a very obstinate one. Its

daily 6 tons of lime was never well-done. As a rule,

the lime was only half葛baked. The French bosses

used to get furious and threaten and coerce the

WOrkers to raise the output and quality of lime, but

We would put the blame on their poor technique.,,
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And old Khao laughs, PrOud of the WOrkers’past

struggle. Thon he goes on:

生In fact, yOu C‘an See that kiln nunber five still

works very well・ The truth is that we pし1rPOSely

made a bad job of it in those days so the French

could not expIoit us at wi11. We worked and sabotag-

ed at the same time, SO muCh so tha=he half-baked

lime amounted to thousands of tons, in the end and

the French had to stop work at kiln number five

once and for all…’’

It is now kiln nunber one at this State factory,

the first to get working, and already prodし事Cmg mOre

than 300 tons of soft whitish lime which are c⑭nヽ′ey-

ed by skips and winches into the stores. Three

months later it will be crushed and sifted then put

into bags.

The one who should get the most credit for the

reactivation of kiln number one is old Nguyen Van

Phao, a man With sixty years’experience and a top-

notch worker.

After the liberation of Hue, he was one of the first

who made application to work agam at the factory.

Despite his seventy-Six years, White hairs言Vrinkled

face and slightly bowed back, his eyes are still bright

and his work still unsurpassed by his young mates.

The young engineers newly assigned to the kiln

are leaming oven operation from him. With his pro-

fessional eyes he knows simply by looking at the

StOne how much coal is needed to turn it into lime,

whereas the fire on the kiln walls tells him the

quality of the lime. Moreover, he knows how to
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remedy underdone lime and an over-Weighted kiln

while it lS thousands of degrees centigrade hot.

When still an apprentice, he would use two bam-

boo ladder stilts to get more than ten metres down

into the oven belly and check layer upon layer of

stone, firewood and coal in the stinking pitchdark

kiln. In spite of their formulae on the production of

hydraulic lime, French engineers were far outshone

by our skilled Nguyen Van Phao.

Now he is using his workmanship and experience

givihg the young workers technical guidance for a

rapid rehabilitation of kiln number one.

Once a batch of six tons of high grade lime has

been produced, the output of kiln number one stead-

ily rises : SeVen, SeVen and a half, eight, ninつthen

ten tonb a day.

Asked about the significance of these figures, Old

Phao simply says, “in the past, We Were hired

labourers. Now, the sltuation has changed: We are

the masters of the factory, WOrking for ourselves,

for our families and for our society.

Kiin Number Three : Destruction

and Construction.

Once put into operation, kiln nunber two does not

Want tO Play second fiddle and soon reaches 12 tons

a day.

At kiln number three, a great many WOrkers are

hard at work giving the finishing touches to the kiln

mouth, SeVen metreS above the ground,

Among those taking part is old Huynh Ngoc

Khuyen, a member of the works committee, full of
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beans for all his white hair. Says he, “I was ten

When I stepped into my father,s shoes to work here.

At sixteen, I became a mechanic and continued to

WOrk here in this kiln.,,

Immediately after the liberation of Hし1e, he report-

ed at the factory. He can put his hand to any job,

and is always on hand whenever there is a shortage

Of raw materials or fuel or a machine needs repair-

ing.

`` It,s really been an overall reconstruction job,,,

he says. ``The factory has a very significant name :

Lo7tg means dragon and Tho longevity (the label of

the cement bag printed in 1960 did bear a dragon

head with the words Long Tho Lime and Cement,

Viet Nam) ; but under the French, the Japanese and

the US-PuPPetS’it has died four or five times !,,

At first, the products of the Long Tho lime kilns

took pride of place in the building materials market.

The hydraulic lime could stand comparison with

Cement, reSisting pressure of from 250 to 300kg per

Square Centimetre.

In 1906, the products of the factory were exhibited

in Marseilles and recognised as a. good substitute for

hydraulic cement.

There were five kilns and 800-1,000 workers in the

Peak years, PrOducing a maximum of l,500 tons a

month. Apart from lime, the works also produced

bricks and tiles’decorative bricks, firebricks, POlish-

ed bricks and water pipe. The French coIonialists

intended to expand the kiln and empIoy 5,000

WOrkers. But their plan was not realized.
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The factory was heavily bombed when the Japan-

ese overthrew the French in 1945. After the Frcnch

reoccupation of Viet Nan in 1946, the kiln was

rehabilitated, but lacking raw materials and means,

it worked at a loss and was then cIosed down. It

WaS reStOred under the US-PuPPetS, 1ate in 1958.

But it was not until September 1959　that it was

CaPable of producing even as much as 300 tons a

month with only one kiln operating" Early in 1960,

Long Tho cement bags lay unsold beside US and

JapanelSe Cement dumped in South Viet Nam. Again

the factory dosed down and early in 1968 it was

tumed into a concentration camp where more than

One thousand of our fellow-COuntrymen were Penned

up as Viet Cong SuSPeCltS.

In 1969, the puppets invested over two million

do71g in it but this only kept it going until Septem-

ber 1972’When all five kilns had to put out their fire.

On liberation, the five kilns lay gaping like five

deep wells overgrown with wild grass.

At the outset the old workers over sixty who had

SPent three quarters of their lives toiling at the kiln

made application to the revolutionary authorities to

be a11owed to ccme back to restore a traditional trace.

Then hundreds of new young workers brimming with

Pride were admitted to the factory to carry on their

fathers, work・ All of them, Old and young, men and

Women, have pooled their forces to clear up the wil〇

°erness and build the works anew. They have scour-

ぐd the site for firebricks to reconstruc=he kilns,
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SmaShed enemy-abandoned posts to leCOVer COrrugat-

ed iron and iron bars to remake the rcof and

reinforce the kiln walls.

The old workers have managed to re-aSSemble

many lathes, generatOrS, Planes. drills, CruShers and

Sieves from the debris. Mo工、eOVer. tWO Iorl・leS and

One bulldozer left behind by Lhe enemy on the river

bank ha`γe been repaired to carry ores and for

levelling work・ A whole system of hoisting gear and

Winches has been gradually rehabilitated・

Before ending our talk, Old Khuyen points a吊he

WOrkers reconstructing ki]n number three : “I轟l轟

number three over there was destroyed by ou⊥、

mines in 1949. The attackers are now rebuildlng it、

and working day and night.’’

North and South甲ogether.

在Besides our famous hydraulic lime, Our kiln

makes a host of other products,’’a leading cadre of

the factory tells us. Huynh Van Xuan, 79 years old,

the oldest worker of the缶ctory, tells us that accord-

ing to the 1976 plan the Long Tho factory will pro-

duce 8,000 tons of hydraulic lime and eventuall)「

more when all the five ovens operate. Along with

the hydraulic lime the plan is to produce ten thou-

sand unbaked concrete slabs. As for bricks, the)-

intend to make about seven million, Huynh Van

Xuan also shows us the brick-kilns left inoperative

for a half century, nO“γ being repaired by young

women workers. Long rows of mine, SmOOth rosy

bricks with their names in relief ’、F丁rebridrs-
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Long Tho State Iactory" are awaiting丘ring・ Eighty

thousand firebricks were to be produced in 1975・

The laboratory of the factory has begun work m

spite of numerous di絶culties. It has two rooms. The

outer one exhibits a host of products. The inner

room serves as a studio for the engineers and tech-

nicians, COmPlete with lab instruments and technicaI

books in foreign languages.

Four、 engineers have been sent here from the

North to help broaden the range of products and

expand the capacity of the kiln・ A young technician-

a former student of literature in Hue, SayS “Long

Tho lime can resist a pressure of 300kg per square

centimetre after passing through a sieve with 4'900

holes per square centimetre・ Compared with the

lime produced under the former regime, OurS is one

and a half times more resistant. When We aPPly the

experience achieved by the North in this field- the

quality will de壷nitely improve.

From the top of kiln number three a middle-aged

worker shouts at the top of his voice, interrupting

cしIr talk “Hl」1lo, COmrades, the brick lorries from

the North are coming.’’

A convoy of newly-Painted lorries is entering the

yard o王the kiln. They carry the fire-bricks, Chamotte

slabs. fuel and oil sent by the Cau Duong brick

factory in Hanoi・ The Hanoi workers light from their

lorries, and are warmly greeted by their Hue mates,

“This is not the first convoy,,, and old worker says

t() me. “SlnCe the liberation of the Souすh, the North
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has helped us with Quang Ninh coal, Cau Duong

bricks, teChnic.ians, engine¥erS…,,

This factory suddenly reminds me of all the others

I have visited in Saigon, Bien Hoa and Thu Duc.

They are all suffering from the same problem: a

SeI.ious shortage of raw materials and fuel, a Serious

Shortage left by neo-COIonialism which we are mak-

ing good with the strength and resources of a reu-

nified country.

DUY THE

NEW TIMES

Just looking at him, nObody would believe he

Played the leadin音g rOle in the rehabilitation of the

factory after the liberatio音n Of Saigon. His small

figure, his nose beaded with sweat on a bony face

SuggeSted rather a ma¥n dogged by misfortune.

Everything about him was tiny and withered, but

for two big, bright eyes which gleamed strength. To

a1l outward appearances, he did not seem a capable

type; he even looked du11 an音d timid. However, it

WaS Clear when they spoke of him that everybody,

from the military manager* to the door-keeper, Set

great store by him, aS if the fate of the factory was

in his ha、nds. To the military manager, he was “a

kind man,,, While the trade unioしnists considered

him “an outstandinlg WOrke'r in士he factory.,,

There was nothing special about his paslt aPart

lrom a family tragedy. He started life happily

enough but he soo音n had some bad luck. After finish-

」ng secondary schoo音l, he took a job at the factory

¥¥・hen it started making flavouring powder・ He used

* Representative of the Military Management Committee

Jor Ho′ Chi Minh City in the factory. The Military Manage-

ment Committee administered urban affairs in the first

months after liberation喜Ed.
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half his first month-s salaryto treat his mates and

the other half to buy a gift for his sweetheart, Which

made his mother weep a whole n音ight. Life was most

enjoyable ; he had a lot of dreams and few cares. He

fell in love only once, and married his sweetheart

two years later・ His wife was a gentle and diligent

girl; She gave a lot of attention to her husband, and

knew how to please him・ So he was very satisfied

W壷h his marrlage and confident of his future. But

life was not to continue smooth sailing" Misfo音rtune

SOOn befe11 him quite unexpectedly.

His family happiness was undermined by the

introdし1Ction in the South of the American way of

life, Which emphasized material enjoyment and

denigrated all human values. His wife fell a victim

to its temptations「 first from a desire for fashionable

CIolthes and foreign cosmetics ; and then got caught

up in wild love-affairs and material pass音ions. At

first, he mistook this for a predilection for a rich

life and overlooked it ‥ but by the time he realized

the full significance of it言t was too late.

Inl Pre-1iberation SalgOn murderers preached

Philanthropy to the religio音uS, rObbers viI・tue tO the

Plundered, and swindlers prevailed upon the right-

eoし1S; the result was that countless families were

broken up and innumerable people were killed. His

family tragedy bein、g nO eXCePtion, he cousoled

himself thinking =Mine is a dog’s life,, or召No peace

for the wicked’’・ He ignored his wife and took molre

care of his three small chlldren. The mor.e he

thought of the音ir plight, the more he was determined

to struggle with life, COnvinced that he would
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manage to survive・ However・ despite his effort, he

met one difficulty after another・ Life seemed like a

gulf teeming with sharks while he was but a

lonely cod・

When音his wife deserted him he kept on working,

disregarding his woし1nded heart He gave up all

amusements in order to concentrate on suppcrting

his small childreln and old mother; he dld not take

to drink as many people ¥rould have done, becaus亨

he did not feel desperate. He no longer took any

notice of time or his health, nOt eVen a Sudden

illness. One thought spurred him on言tO do his duty

as a father and a worker. So he Wen吊O WOrk thirty

days a month and three hundred and sixty one

days a year-missing oIlly four days on the occasion

of the Tet festival.Everymonthhewaspaid a bonus

and every year an extra fifteen days, pay. In addi-

tion, he was promoted to key jobs in the factory・

By dint of wo音rking hard and saving, he managed

to buy a three-rOOmed house with modern equip-

ment. He con,Cluded from hlS eXPerience that a

dlligent man could live comfortably in any sIOCiety.

However, the life he had built up with his sweat

and tears soon collapsed‥ he hnd two cal」uP PaPerS.

When he received the first o-nle, he had to sell all

his fumiture in order to bribe everybody from the

military policemen to the district chief to waive his

call-uP. One year later, he was again called up. He

had to choose between his housle and the army.
“whom I shall shoot? Who is my enemy?’’Were

he obliged to join up, he would shoIO=he military

policemen and then himself, he thought. The thought
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Of leaving three small orphans restrained him. After

SeVeral nights of thought he sold his house to pay

the necessary bribes. Life was robbing him of every-

thing and driving him in'tO an impasse. “I make

SWeet POwders, but am repaid with sour rebuffs !’’

he tho音ught bitterly.

Meanwhile, his employer laid off sixty workers

under the pretext that he could not sell so much

flavouring now the GIs had withdrawn an音d the

govemment-COntrOlled areas had shrunk, A struggle

against the sackings began. Though he was not

among the sixty unfortunate ones, Hung anticipated

that he might suffer the same fate one day and was

Very WOrried. So he took part in the struggle out of

SymPathy rather than because he was class con-

SCious. His action infuriated his boss nevertheless.

One day when he had finished work and was

going down the stairs, the a¥SSistant manager handed

him his third call-uP PaPerS, Saying, “Wedding invi-

tation for you !’’

Then he added mockingly言`This time yo音u’11 1eave

your skin in the Highlands, 。ld man."

Hung stared blankly at the papers in his hand・ The

assistan音t-manしager WaS WatChing him. It was a

dreadful moment・ Drops of sweat fell on the papers.

Knowing that he was frightened, his interlocutor

Smiled and slaid, “You do Iook dismayed !’’

Then he guffawed and patted Hung,s shouldder,
“I really had you fooled ! Don,t wo音rry. The bossinas

already fixed it・’’

And the assisltant-manager tOre up the papers,

Saying “Where else would you find such a kind
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boss?’Then threateningly, ``Pity has its limits, SO

behave yourself !’’

Hung was worried. When he first saw the paper

he thought of shooting his foot off in order to

avoid the army because he could not afford a third

bribe, This corrupt society was draining his last drop

of blood.

Next moming he learnt that the scene arranged

by the assistant-manager WaSI Part Of the plan to

break the workers’struggle. The boss, aS Hung was

fully aware, treated well those workers that lined

his po)Cketsl, and the bribe he gave the recruting

agent was nothing compared with the profit he

eamed by kelePing Hung in the factory.

That aftemoon, the resistance to the sacking

CO音llapsed when the military police arrested ten

WOrkers. Sixty workers were laid off, tO Hung’s

desperation.

*

Like many Saigon people, Hung longed for a radi-

Cal change. He was fed up with this society in which

money ruled and justice and dignity were ignored・

``You’ve no faults, but you are too poor. I can’t live-

Without monley. Everybody’s chas音ing money, and I

must join the race !’’his wife had said when she left

him for a plantation音-OWner. Abandoned by his wife,

Hung pinned all his hopes on a better life, in which

PeOple’s values were more sacred than money and

aims nobler than just gratifying themselves.
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When Hue, Da Nang, then Xuan Loc fell and the

PuPPet army and the population thronged to Saigon,

Hung awaited the entry of the Liberation Army.

Ear]y in April, the foreign engineers at the factory

had lcft along With their Emb錆sy. The day the fac-

七ory dosed down, the workers gathered before it

and talked ofmany things- Of the bigwigs treading

On eaCh other to get away. of the puppet soldiers

murdering and piundering, Of the sorry plight of the

evacuees. Hung did not join them for he had some-

thingしIrgent tO do.

IIe entered the factory and dimbed a lo-1g flight

Of stairs up to the control-rOOm. There was an

appalling silence, PunCtuated by the faraway boom-

ing cf guns. Hung opened the breeding-rOOm door :

the∴aしItOmatic machine was　誼Il ruming, like the

Pendulum of a grand-father dcck. He stopped it
and divided the cultures in the container into three

parls: he left one part behind, tOOk anlOther to the

COmPany, and the third he took home to rear in case

the others died. He hoped the cultures might be

useful.

The following days were not casy to forget・ Hung

Witnessed the death throes of the Saigon regime,

in its agony, eVerything rotten in its body was ex-

posed in the streets.

Thc‘ Cultures Hung brought home grew fairly well,

thanks to his devoted care and the various improvi-

Sations he devised to replace the equipment he

lacked. These tender cultし1reS reared in those∴StOrmy

days were destined to create a sweet flavour for life.
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On the seventh of June, Hung was invited by the

factory military management cOmmittee to restart

production. All the foremen were convened・ The m虹

tary manager wallS an Old, Sturdy, SeVere looking

man with white hair.

Like the others, Hung watched him cIosely. It was

the first time in twenty years that he had met a

representative of the Revo音lution of which he had

heard so much slander.

The meeting lasted two hours’but reached stale-

mate. Everybody was aware that the reopening of

the factory was an urgent task, in order to provide

the workers with jobs and the population with gcods.

However, there were many difficulties. First of all,

nobody knew the ccmplete process of making the

flavouring powder. The folreign engineers had not

discIosed any professional secI.etS SO aS tO eXaCt the

best terms for themselves from the owner and guaran-

tee that the音ir contracts would be renewed・ Thus, all

techniques to do with calculation’fostering cultures,

the ratio of glucose and various acids needed for the

cultures to grow, eVerything was under their control・

This knowledge was nleCeSSary for the makinしg Of the

powder・ Indeed, many factories went bankrupt for

want of the basic chemical information. Only the

foreign engineers had the knowhow. The workers

had the right to inquire about anything beyond

their individual job -WatChing cIocks and pressinlg

buttons. In fact, autOmation turned them into robots.

All the owner needed from them was profi七, nOt

creative spirit・ Technique was the business of the

foreign engineers. The assistants knew only how to



Carry Out their orders and write doⅥγn the figul`eS

On the oIocks. Not surprisingly, nObody present in

the meeting had any idea how to restore production.

“If the military management commitee does not

Send us engineers, We Can do nothing,’’ they said-

Hun¥g knew better than anybody hoⅥγ difficult it

WOuld be and he racked his brains for ho¥lγ tO deal

with the problem.

The cthers were also thinking about it and from

time to time looked at one another inquiringly.

While waiting for their answer, the military manage[

looked at each of them encouraginしgly and tried to

read their thoughts. When he saw that Hung an-

SWered his Iook, he nodded to him. And the worker

understood. “Cheer up !’’he thought. “We’re masters

Of the factory nlOW! Now it’s up to us.’’

Back home in the aftemoon, Hung sent his children

into the next room and began workin`g. Rummaging

through the papers he had brought back from the

factory, he looked for the figures he needed and

jotted them down in his notebook. After scribbling-

four pages he heard a knock on the door. Thinking

that his mother was camng him for dimer, he said,
``I’m busy" Please eat with the kids, mum !,1

A second knock・ He stood up annoyed, but was

StruCk dumb when he opened the door. A young

WOman’s face appeared behind his mother. The face

Was Very familiar to him. Before they had become

husband and wife, he had said that those eyes were

``the doors of a lively soul,,, that nose was =typica1
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of Asian beauty,, and those lips were,, the incama-

tion of concupiscence,,・ Well, that face with gra-

cious, fresh features had at one time belonged to

him. Now she was quite a different person. Her eyes

were cIouded with deep sorrow while her formerly

fresh, Pink lips hung tiredly.

Frightened perhaps at the look of her former hus-

band, the young woman hastily stammered, “I.‥

I came to see the children.,, BIood rushed to Hung’s

face as he replied tersely, “Next room,,, and slam-

med the door.

He suddenly felt tired・ Without taking his shoes

off he threw himself on his bed, his head rested on

his crossed hands and his eyes stared at the ceiling・

On the yellowish ceiling two lizards were looking

for mosquitoes.

“she called on the children. And I thought…’’

He banished that thought but another one flashed

mto his mind: 〃If she apoIogized to me, WOuld I

forgive her?,, He shut his eyes not to see the lizards,

which were chasing each other・ “No, nO. On what

ground should I pardon? She…,, Then another

thought cut in‥ `くShe must be very unhappy!’’He

heaved a heavy sigh. Now he felt a terrible pain in

his head and tried to doze a few minutes but couldn’t

Old memories merged with scenes of the new life

in his thoughts.

The quiet streets were plunged in their night

sIcep・ From time to time some military vehicles

PaSSed patrolling the city’but their noise did not

disturb the prevailing stillness. Feeling thirsty, Fung

tOOk a bottle of beer from his refrigerator, POured
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himself a glass and went back to his table. He

reviewed the columns of figures in his notebook

and tried to work out the relation between them.

At times a column of figures kept him puzzled jor

a while; at times he seized hj.s pen and wrote

rapidly, Or Wearily put his pen on the table and

scratched his head until suddenly a flush of joy

came to his face. In the end he found the answer

to the problem and soIved the relationships between

columns of figures, Which he thc'n Put into words.

Being conscientious and careful, he read what he

had written, underlined the important phrases and

queriled the doub七ful ones. Now the entire process

of making the- flavouring powder was before him in

all its details.

Carried away with relief, Hung stood up and

OPened the window. A breeze laden with dew rustled

the sheets of paper on the table. He 】ooked up at

the starry sky enraptured and hummed a tune. Far

from being weary, he felt free in his mind・ For the

first time he realized the happiness of a man who

had done useful work for the Revolutわn, and he

‘,VaS tranSPOrted with joy.

The horizon in the east turned rosy. A new day

full of hope was beginning.

章

When he opened his work-rOOm door, Hung saw

a note somebody had pushed under it. He read :

132

``The boss sends you his greetings and tells yoし1

to beware.’’

Hung frowned ``What does this mean? What boss?

The old one’s been arrested as a spy!’’. He was puz-

zled, He put his papers on his desk. The room seemed

stu鮭y. It was certainly a threat. But why? And who

had written the note?

He tried to see whose writing it was but could not・

Feeling cold air on the back of his neck, he looked

round at the door. It was clear that somebody was

shadowing him, and deliberately trying to hinder

the restoration of production that the military

manager had asked him to study and to report to

him this moming. What was to be done? If he did

not do as the note said, his life could be in danger.

In crowded Saigon, agentS Of the old regime were

many, and he could not be sure his life was safe.

However, if he gave up useful work for his country

which provided jobs for hundreds o王workers as well

as himself because of an insolent threat, he would

be a COWard.., His life had taken a new tum. ThOugh

slti11 difficult, it was full of promise. And his children

would have good schooling and live in independence

and freedom.

Hung had not decided how to deal with the anony-

mous note when the military manager summOned

him. He took the papers he needed and locked lhe

others in his drawer. The work-rOOm Which had

belonged to the foreign engineers had all kinds of

modem conveniences, SOme Of them beyond Hung’s

-mderstanding・ On the four walls hung drawings

。r embroideries of Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese and
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American landscapes in big, POlished frames. All the

windows were fitted with new blue velvet curtains

The desk and the乱ing-Cabinets were made of metal,

their heavy drawers fitted with automatic Iocks. In

the nearly ten years he had worked in the factory,

he had never seen this room. It was not until

yesterday afternoon, after over an hourノs talk with

the military manager that he was told to move

in here.

When he entered the manager’s office, many PeO-

Ple were already there, amOng them the foremen.

Upon seeing him, the manager beckoned him to come

and sit near him.

The meeting began, and Hung stood up and

reported on the formula of the ferment. At first he

WaS nerVOuS, for he had never spoken in public

before. All eyes were encouragingly fixed on him

モIe recovered his nerve after a few minutes and

SPOke fluently. He answered questions by giving the

exact calculations, and ended his technical report to

Warm admiring applause.

Hung felt a flush rise to his face while his heart

bea七fas-ter. With a light head now, he imagined he

WaS flying in the air. He could not know all the joys

to come with the Revolution, but at least he knew

this one.

However, the shadow of the old regime still

haunted. He felt malicious eyes on him. He tried to

dispel this fear by reason, but to no avail. His know-

1edge of the Revolution was too limited, The neW

SOCial order which fulfilled the aims and desires of

WOrking people like himself, WaS neVertheless toe
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new for him to understand fully. In spite of that,

his confidence in the new regime was firm, Which

gave him the strength to keep going.

The following days were very busy for Hung. The

manager decided to try out the production of a hun-

dred and twenty tons of flavouring powder; SO

Hung’s time and energy were completely concen-

trated on that task. He stayed in the work-rOOm and

took his meals in the factory. Some nights he could

sleep only one hour. Sometimes he could not finish

his meal without being called・ He did three shifts

with the workers on the machines. Many workers

tried to persuade him to go to bed, but he refused.

There were old workers who rebuked him.
=You don,t trust us, it seems. You must let us to

be masters, tOO. You’re always standing over us,

1ike a boss.,’

Far from displeasing Hung, this reproof made him

¥lnderstand his work mates better, and sometimes

moved him to tears. On the management’s orders

冊d out of esteem for him, the cooks brought him a

し)OWI of soup or a bottle of soft drink every night.

This kindness was unheard of in pre-reVOlutionary

上rys. Being a man of feeling, Hung was really af一

年e†ed. He saw the limitations of money, While feel一

周gS know no bounds, eSPeCiauy revolutionary

五eling.

The trial production entered its fourth day. The

五rmentation was excellent and the first neutraliza-

=on aehieved. The cultures grew fast because all

宜e process were correctly done. As d舶culties were

()lved promptly by the workers’ there was

申) infection,
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On the fifth day Hung was dozing when the tele-

Pho音ne rang. “Second neutralization coming, Please

COme!’’It was a quarter past two a.m. Hung was

Pleased with the success. Only two more days and

One hundred and twenty tons of flovouring powder

WOuld be sifted and put in sachets. Though hc' had

had almost no rest for the past five days and nights,

he did not feel tired and wondered why he was in

SuCh good form.

The passage leading to the machines where the

SeCOnd neutralization was being worked was a rlar-

row corridor. The big glucose boilers with

Crisscrossed pipes were quiet after comple宜ng their

WOrk. “工f all is well, from next week these boilers

Will have to work continually,,, Hung smilingly

thc‘ught to himself.

Going down the staircase, Hung suddenly felt a

heavy weight on his shoulder, then a violent pain

raced to his head. A few more steps to the ground

floor, and he co11apsed, unCOnSCious.

He came out of his coma and heard foot steps and

VOices in the distance. He strained his eyes, but agairl

lost consciousness.

It was not until the next aftenoon that he came

to and realized that he was in a hospital. After

eager工y drinking a glass of milk fed to him by a

nurse’he felt his thirst abate and his body grow

Warm again. In a weak voice he asked:

``Do you know when I came here?’’

``The factory brought you here at a quarter past

two last night.’’
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“Who brought me here?’’

“A white輸haiI`ed man who said he was your

father.’’

Hung frowned, then stammered, “No, my father

died long ago, When I was twelve・ The whitethaired

man is the military manager of the enterprise.’’

The nurse was astonished “That is a surprlSe!

This morning he called here twice and was upset

because you hadn’t regained consciousness.’’

`’Did anybody else come?’’

“A Iot of workers from the factory, bし1t I didn’t

let them in. Only and old woman and a young one

were allowed in after many entreaties. The old

woman said she was your mother and the other a

neighbour of yours.’’

Hung flushed and smiled ``Well, the old woman is

my mother but I don’t know who the neighbour is・

What did my mother say?’’

``She wept pitifully. Then she implored me to help

Put yOu On yOur feet again. As if we would abandon

you to your death! She said that somebody had

beaten you. Is that true? Strange, that you fight at

two a.m. 1ike children.,,

The girl’s candour amused Hung. She probably did

not know what sorrow was.
“Can I go home tomorrow?’’

The nurse looked at him∴`How can you? You ha‘▼e

to stay here one week at least.1、

Hung was worried about the batch of flavoしIr与n吾

POWder in the making at the factory. Second neutra-

1ization would be finished tomorrow noon. The pow-

der would be poured into troughs then put into ti
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Centrifugal machine to separate water out, and

tomorrow night it would be sifted and conveyed to

the packing section. This important moment in the

PrOCeSS made Hung anxious.

Unaware of his thoughts, the nurse teased him,
“You miss your mother, it seems.’’

Hung answered with a lie, “Do you know why I

must go home tomorrow noon? I’m getting

married…’’He smiled.

Then the girl said mischievously, “If that’s true

you must stay here.’’

“Why?’’

“Because your health cannot stand such great

happiness. ’’

Upon this the gir1 1eft, Hung gazed at her white

blouse disappearing behind the door and smiled

His wound was a slight one. The villain had

Perhaps intended to break his head but had falled、

and Hung only got a bruise on his shoulder. Fortu-

nately his clavicle was unhurt, SO he was able to go

home after two days of treatment The more he

thought about the anonymous note, the more he

hated and despised his enemy.

*

Hung went home in a car provided by the factory.

His appearance made his mother weep

Smelling a concoction of oriental drugs, he ask(rd

her, “What drug is that?’’
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Drying her tears on the hem of her dress, She

answered, “Yersterday the old man at the factory

Came and gave me forty thousand piasters to buy

you some oriental drugs, I’m making a concoction

and intended to bring it to you in the hospital this

evening. How are you now?’’

“I’m quite well・ Do you have anything to eat,

mum? I have to go to the factory.”

“A meal is ready, but you have to rest. I,ve been

anxious about you these last days. If anything

happened to you, my Only son,,, the 。ld women felt

a lump in her throat言`the children and I¥ WOuld

be alone.,,

Then she burst into sobs. Very moved, Hung tried

to comfort his mother.
``Death does not come so easily. Even in the past

We managed to live through hard oppression. There

is nothing to fear if we love and help each other:,

“And we have to be virtuous too・ When you were

in the hospital many people both men and women

from the factory came and inquired about your

health. They brought gifts and asked if we needed

anything・ I don,t care abou=he gifts, but what is

PreCious is Lhe friendship in time of misfortune. You

have to appreciate your fe11owmen.,,

Remembering what the nurse had said, Hung

asked his mother,バBy the way, Who came with you

(o the hospital yersterday?,,
``Well, the children’s mother. She was abandoned

by the plantation-OWner, and called here before

going to settle in the new economic zone, but you

didn’t receive her. I was ten times more indignant
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