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BeIore and aまter the Paris

Agreement on Viet Nam

The Nixon DoくIrine

and青he Vie冒Nam ProbIe軸

HUONG NA重[

…The Viet Nam war has given rise to a state of

grave tension in the Unitcd States not only in the

m皿ary and economic fields but also in the social

field, and to gravc dissensions which have fissured the

mora=ife of Americans・ Whatever the outcome of the

war it will take time to heal the divisions ’」 (Nixon,

“Asi。 aft。r Vi。t Nam,月∴Foγe毎亀4砂γS・ October

I967)・

while co工lducting his race to thc White House Nixon

llad already workcd out thc policy of thc fl血e Prc-

sident of the Unitcd States・ He was already awarc

that ・・ in the future, thc‘ I-Ole of international gcndarme

of the United Statcs would bc limited・‥

A ycar later’Henry Kissinger’then not yet a

member of thc Nixon administration’WrOte in the

same revicw : `了rhc Tct offensive marked the water-

shedof the Amcrican cffort・ Hcncefo皿’nO matter

how effcctive our action, the preva,lent strategy cOuld

no Ionger a,Chicvc its objecti¥「eS in a period or with
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V上ETNAMESE STUDIES

force levels politically acccptable to the American

PeOPle.’’ (“ The Viet Nam Negotiations, ’’ Foγeigli

A偽iγS, Ja虹u抑y工9句)・

Thc two Amcrica,n StatCSmen ha,d arrived at the

same bitter conclusion : in Viet Na,m aS in the world

the power of the United States was no Ionger in pro-

POrtion to its ambitions・ There was a contradiction

between its will to lay hold on South Viet Nam and

the m址tary efforts it could put into it. The great

losses suffercd by the US in the Viet Nam war under-

mined the position of American imperialism within

the United States itself and throughout the world.

This deepened the contradiction between its will to

WOrld domination and its capacity to pla.y the role of

international gendarme. Admira,l Thomas H∴Moorer

had the same op皿On ‥ = OしIr rClative military controI

Of the world ha,S PaSSed its peこIk and is how declining.

We no Ior}gerPOSSeSS thc eIIOI.1110uS Strategic superior-

ity which gave us a militaI-yPOWCr SO great tha,t We

COuld easily protect 。ur illtereSIs all over the world.

From now on wc muSt take rl mOrC PrCCise vieⅥγ Of

the situation and rcckon the ri正s with mOre Caution.‥

(Sena,tC Financc Committce手Ie血-gS, I973),

Four main factors wcl-C aし庇o一-上組1 0f this∴Sitし1a-

tion:

fn　γelaiio偽∴io tlタe〆oI)俗毒(二、万昭!l●01吊nきhe Ul初ed

Siates

For more than a quartclr (一f∴丁|e而ury the United

States has mct w克h scriol丁S Cc佃Omic, financial and

social difficulties due to its efforts to play the role of

internatiohal genda,rme, intensify the arms ra‘Ce,

encircle the socia.1ist system a,nd practise a policy of

interference and aggression visふvis the nationalist

countries. The Viet Na.m war aggravated these diffi-

cultjes. It awake【led the consciencc of many Amer-

icans, mdemined thcir confidence in the AmericaLn

govemment and exacerbated the contra‘dictions a,mOng

the ruling groups. A ncw rea,djustment of world stra-

tegy waLS neCeSSary’Which led to the creatlOn Of the

Nixon doctrine. It was necessa,ry tO take into account

the domestic situation, apPeaSe the America‘n PeOPle’s

indignation aTld combat the tendcncy to nco-isolation-

ism of a part of thc opposition forces.

Il匂γela∫i。′出O　脇e baba彫e O/ foI′CeS bel擁e′出he毎0

秒0γld caク砂S

The relationofforces IS Cha‘ngmg mOre aild more in

away unfavourablc to tlle imperialist camp hcaded by

the American imperia‘1ists・ Thc sha‘re Of world indus-

trial production turned oしIt by thc sociallSt CamP ha,S

constantly lnCreaSed and is alrcady more than 4O昔

The rel〔ltive share of industrial production of the im-

pcria,1ist camp, in the鉦St Place that of the United

states, is in conti11uOl-S regrCSSion, eVen lf thc scienti-

fic and tcchnical rcvolution which started in the dc-

veloped capitalist cou11tries llelpcd thcm make a few

s{eps forward Since I9()7 Serious and proIonged eco-

nomic and financial cl-isぐs ha、TC Sha,ken thc capitalist

world. TheしJnitc‘d Statcs hとLS Iost its atomic monoPOly.

while it got bogged down in Vlet Nこしm thc socialist
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SyStCm, CSPeCially the Soviet Union’has devcIoped

its military potential. Somc US stra,tCgists admitted

tha,t the Soviet Union has surpassed thc Unitcd Statcs

in the ficlds of aviation, intercontincntal ballistic

missiles and atomic submarincs・ American territory lS

no Ionger inviolable・ Nixon hims。lf complaincd that

=an inescapable fact of thc ]97O’s is the possession

by the Soviet Union of powerful and sophisticated

Strategic foI.CeS aPPrOa‘Ching a,nd in some categories,

exceeding ours in numbers and capability. ’’(February

工8, |97O mCSSagC: U5 Foγeig” Policy /or Jhe I97O’s. 4

Ne砂Slraiegy /0γ Peace). China has becomc an atomic

POWer and =we must considcr, tOO, that communist

China wi11 depIoy her own intercontincntal missiles

during the coming decade;’(Nixon message言bid). In

Viet Nam, thc United Statcs used all kiIlds of means of

War, CXCCpt atOmic weapons, Oll a large scale, Without

being able to defcat an adversary who was moreover

not an cssential o宣le・ Th仁、 SOCialist ca,mP’despite dlS-

SenSioIIS, rCmains the speあrhend of thc wo]-1d people’s

front of s11PPOrt for Vict Xam. The myt上I Of the

“皿imagmablc power’’ of thc Unitcd States ha,S

COllapsed.

W初in i′le i所erialisれ鮪ク

The USrole as leader is decreasing- Japan a11d the

Germa‘n Fcderal Repしlblic have obtained a rate of

economic dcvcIopment higher than thc United States.

Though they join hands with it against the socialist

SyStem, thc natio]1a1 1iberatioll mOVCmCnt and the de_

mocratic movcmcnt within their own borders, they

are tending to frec thcmsel、-CS from its grlP a-1d to

become fomida,ble cconomic adversarics of the Amer-

icans. From bcing thc numb許onc creditor in thc

WOrld, thc Unitcd States hasbecome the biggcst debt-

Or・ Its military allia,nCeS have brokcn up or lost thcir

effectivencss・ Other imPerialist countrics, far from

letting thcmselves be drawn by Washington into its

工nilitary advcntures, have made use of its prcdica-

ment in Viet Na,m tO enrich themselves. It ha,S neVer

been so isola,ted asin the Viet Na,m War.

The colo毒al sysien/b O声mクeγialis}n has cr初mblek and

A meγica刷eO-COl毒alism l鵬bee諦eall slagger紹g blo桃

高b Siraiegic r紳OnS

Latin America, thc =backyard,, of the United

States’has witnessed a surgmg national liberation

movement Since Cuba - a US neo-COIony bec/Ome

a‘n OutPOSt Of the socialist system - raised thc

banncr of revolution in the Westcm hemisphere・ In

Southeast Asia, the peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and

Cambodia have defca,ted the war escalation which

WaS lamChed by thc US imperialists to smothcr the

na,tional democratic revolution in Indochinil and

Check the influence of socialism in this part of the

WOrld.

The Viet Nam war’白the longcst and most difficult

Wa,r’’of the Unitcd Statcs, ftS Nixon admittcd in his

三nauguration speech on Ja}1uary 20, |973, had agrcat
lmPa,Ct On the four above factors, This is due to the

fact that仕Viet Na‘m and the Indochinese peninsula

have bccome the reglOn Where the funda,montal
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contra,dictions of human society in our era are con-

centrated.’’(1)

白The resista‘丁1Ce against America‘n aggreSSion of thc

Vietna,meSe PeOPle and the other Indochinese peopIcs

is not only a test of strellgth between them a‘nd the

US imperialists a‘nd their lackeys; it also reflects

thc struggle between the socia‘list countries and the

warlikc imperialists, between the forces of nationa‘l

liberatioll and the a,ggreSSive imperialist forces, be-

tween thc forces of peacc and the forces of war headed

by the US imperialists・” (Truong Chinh : “The Front’s

Work at Prcsent,∴ Specch to the Third Congress of

the Viet Nam Fatherland Front, |972)・

Nixon was forced to rca.djust US global strategy

to seek a solution to the Viet Nam problem・ This

readjustment would bc effcctive only to the extent

that it contrlbllted to thc solution of this problem・

*

For this gLdjustment, a=he Guam Collference iil

July |967, Nixon nd‘アallCed thrce principIcs which

(I) Thcse coIltrZ一,dictions are :

_ the contradictlOnS betwecn the socialitt t皿l imPeri話ist

CamPS;

_the contradictio11S betwccn the work111g ClこISS and thc

bourgeoisie in the cこIPlしalibt COuntries ;

-the contradictions bctweell thC OPPl・CSSe(l peopll)S an‘1

impcrialism im〔l coIonialism ;

-the contradictions between varlOu、 imPerialismS and

between monopoly groups in the imperialist countries.

(Resolution of the 9th plenum of thc Vict N皿Workers’

P描ty Centr:LI Committee, I963主

THE NIXON DOCTR工NE...

Were SO ma,ny = directives for the future Asia‘n POlicy

Of thc United Sta‘teS ” (November 3, |969 SPeeCh) :

工・ = The United States will respect its trcaty com葛

mitments.’’白This clea‘rly mea,nS that it will not

abandon its will to world hegemony. In Asia, it w皿

maintain its commitments vis尋-Vis the neo-COIonialist

regmeS it ha‘S Set uP in different countries.

2・ “We (the United Statcs) w皿provide a shieldif

an a‘tOmic power menaces the freedom of one of our

allies or a comtry whose survival is considered

CSSential to our security;, This is the main content of

the military strategy. of = realistic deterrent ,, aimed

at　=dissuading’’ and　=co11taining’’ the socialist

CamP・

3. = ▲1s regards other kinds of aggressioll, We Sha上土

grant military and economic a‘id, When asked for, in

accordance with the pledges made in thc treatics.

Bl-t We hope tha,t thc country which is directly

threatened will assume the ma,in responsibility for

SuPPlying thc human resources for its dcfcncc.’’

These cases are nothing but people,s upr」Sl-1gS SPru11g

from thc mtionaユIiberation mov′CmC賞lt.

The Guam theses, SOmetimes callcd　白The Nixoll

doctrinc for Asia,’’compIcted al「d cxpanded oll it

WOrld scale・ havc becolne thc‘白Mxoうl doctrine,’, 1し

new strategy cxposed by Nixon in上1isしTallua,ry |8,

工97O SPeeCh.

白The Nixo工1 Stratcgy mainly co】1SisIs in ‥

工・ Stabilizi-1g a11d strongthemng thc‘ CCOnOmic and

military powcr of the United Sta,teS in ordcr to win



superiority ovrr thc socialist countric`S, C上しicfly to

intimida.te餌ld c(一rr‘1Pt SOme COuntries ol‾ Wage War

ill Certain placcs.

2. Easing the differences and contradictions bet-

weeil the Unitcd Statcs a‘nd its allies for a `sha,ring of

responsibilitics’’uSing these allies as shock forces on

behalf of the Americans in cach zonc : maintaining

a,nd utilizing satcllitcs to combat and sa.bota,ge the

peopIcs, revolutionary movement, Waglng War in the

interests of the Unitcd States at the price of the blood

3. On thcse bases, thcy show themselvcs `disposed

to ncgotiate, with certain countries’eSPCCia11y the

soviet Union and China, ill Ordcr to `dissuade’and

‘contain, thcsc two biggest socialist countries′

thoroughly taking adva‘nta,ge Of their contradictions’

provoking contradictions among the socialist countrics

in general to create favourable situations for the

united States lnd turn them to account, Creating a

sta,te Of ・dctente’amOng the　`great poWerS’ and

continuing to intimidatc thc small countries"’’(Truong

chinh : “ Thc Front’s Work =しt Present ’’)・

Thesc three points, Which Nixon regardcd as a trip-

tych’in fa,Ct rCVeal the state of wcakness of American

impcrialism. ′rhe time is gone whcn it could get its

way with the big stick ; nOW it must combjne military

power with political a,nd dlPlomatic manceuvres, turn

to account the contra,dictions of thc so-Ca11ed multi-

polar world, reSOr=O double-dealing言ntimidation

ilnd falsificatio重1.

In Vict Nam, kceplng One’s commitmc11tS mCa11S

nothlng mOrC tha,n COnti11ulng tO uSC Thicu to implant

America,n neO-COIonia,lism. In applying his doctrinc,

Nixon used the formula　白Vietnamization’’ of the

war along with negotiations from a position of

Strength.

Thanks to白Victnamiza,tion ” military cxpenditures

were reduced, US troops gl-adually withdrawn and

replaced by reinforccd local troops・ While still pos-

sessmg an eXPeditionary corps more than ha,lf a mil-

1ionstrong, the UnitedStates used jts =powcr” as a

shield behind which the Saigon army built its forces,

improved its arma‘mentS and ca‘rried out trainlng

activities・ It grcw constantly more able to “share

responsibilities・,, Mr. La‘ird, eX-Chieftain of the Pem

tagon, declared o11 September 26’I969 : = Vjetna,mi-

zation is of much wider importance than the moder-

nization of the Sa,igon amed forces to pemit them to

assume greater responsibility in the milita,ry field・ It

is the gradual transfer of responsibility to the South

Vietnamese in all aspects of thc wa,r and in the

management of their affairs, enSuriIlg that they ha,VC

a stronger government, eCOnOmy and police;’’I‘hus

血e ‥ sha.ring of responsibilities ’’not o量11y fa,Cilitatcd

American military disengagemcnt but also aimed at

enabling Thieu to ta‘ke political control, and crea‘tC

a state of sham independence and fa,lse economic

PrOSPerity in a nco-COIoniaユist rcglme.

At the same time, Wa,Shington ncgotiated to pla-

cate opposjtion to the war in the United States alld
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the world and to carry Out Vietnamization under the

COVer Of negotiations・ From a positioII Of strength

hopefully conferred on it by Vietnamizatioil, it

negotiated with the a,im of forcing the adversary to

Submitto its diktat ‥白The two parties must withdraw

thcir troops,’’ and hold白general elections’’under

the controI of the Saigon a‘dministration. Negotiations

Were nOtlimited to Viet Nam; they were held in a.

Wider framcwork, With other countries, in ordcr to

limit, eVen tO StOP the granting of intemational sup-

POrt and aid to Viet Nam. Behind the smokescreen
Of IlegOLiatio工IS Washington tried to wぐaken the rcvd-

1utionary forces by different means, and strengthen

the puppet army・ Nixon put his greatest hopes in

Vietnamization which, in his opmlOn, WaS a =plan

for putting an end to the war whatevcr may happen

at the negotiating table;’(Nixon, November 3, [969).

During his first mandate he resorted to a11 possible

means to activate Vietnamiza,tion : launching unin-

terrupted bloody　白pacificatlOn’’ campalgnS tO

= destroy the Viet Cong infrastructure,’’ destroying

VaSt POPlllous reglOnS, Creating　白frec-fire zones’’

Where US pilots could fire at everything that moved,

Setting up vast = refugee ” camps, Carrymg Out白forc-

ed urbanization ’’by pushing millions of peasants

into the cities in order to isolate the revolutionary

forces, a,nd at the sa,me time, allowing the Saigon

authorities to recruit young mcn and replenish the

mercenary troops.

Once these troops were reinforced both in numbers

a,nd weaponry and were well trained, the Americans

Sent them to = share the burden ” and bear the brunt

Of the bloodshed in their invasion of Cambodia,

Highway 9 and Lower Laos・ These military adven-

tures, far from isolating the South Vietnamese resist-

ance and weakening the Lao and Cambodian revolu-

tions’ma,de it possible for the Cambodian revolution

to take a leap forward and gave rise to the founding

Of也e Indochinese peoples, front against American

aggression・ The debacle of Saigon’s most seasoned

troops proved that this army had failed to assume

the burden that the Pentagon wished to entrust to it

in application of the Nixon doctrine.

However through certain superficial phenomena
Vietnamization crcated many illusions in late

|97工・ The Saigon army numbered more than a

mi皿on men. By virtue of atrocious =pacification ’’

Ca‘mPalgnS, it seemed to be able to control large

reglOnS PreVjously thought tO be far from secure.

Opposition in the citics wa‘S mOmentarily sIowed

down by fascist repression. Vietnamization of the

Saigon land and naval forces was completed;

tha‘t Of the a‘ir forcc r。quircd morc time・ After

Kissmger’s　′・global dipIomacy,月　Nixon could say

that the neo-COIonia,list reglme WaS Well established

in South Viet Na,m, the revolutionary forces were

runmng Out Of steam, CXtemal aid was ceasing and

the war was “gradually dying out.‥ He could carry

On the repatria,tion of US troops and with some thou-

Sands of `` advisers ’’remammg On the spot maintain、



South Vict Nam through thc a‘gCnCy Of thc Thicu

administration within thc or丁)it　"f the new Amcrican

global stI“atCgy・

1

Thc stra,tegic offensivc by the People’s Liberation

Armed Forces in carly |972 uPSet all those calcula-

tions.

The strong cnemy defence lines around Quang Tri,

Kontum, Loc Ninh, CtC. WerC broken. So-Callcd paci-

fied regions were liberated・ The Nixon administration

was forced to白re-America,nize ” the war. US troops

wcrc usedto defend the =bolts ” so as to allowbattle-

hardened Saigon units to cope with the adversary’s

attacks・ Big US air and naval forces were mobilized

to support them on thc battlefields. Nixon pushed

Saigon t。 Seizc the liberated zones, reSumed bombing

raids against North Vict Nam :しnd mined her coast

and ports・ At thc cnd of r972 hc threw his B52S into

lunPreCedentedly ‘′iolent bombing raids against Hanoi

and Haiphong・

A11his cfforts were in vaill. Hc could not reverse

the situa.tion in South Viet Nam, Where there existed

two zones under thc controI of two administrations,

with two armies, and whcre the overall balance of

forccs wa,S nO Iongcr favourable to the Americans and

their mercona,ries. Nixon had to abandon the two

objectives he had set for himself at the Paris Confer-

ence. No Iongcr able to demand the simulta,neOuS

withdrawal of the armed forces of the two parties, he

undertook the unilateral withdrawal of US tro。PS・ Nor

エア

could he dcmand a p。litica,l solution wlthinthc framc-

work of the Saigon reglme but ha,d to adhere to the

Pr⊥nCiple of na,tio11al reconcilia‘li。n u可concord bot-

ween the three po埴1Ca,l forces, alld of peaceful

reunification of Vict Nam on thc basis of dlSCuSSions

and agreements bctwecn North a,nd South Viet Nan.

Thc full implementation of t上IC Paris Agrecment

WOuld be the complete negation of the NlⅩOn doctrine

in Vict Nam.

In Chapter l Of the Agreemcnt, the Unitcd States

implicitly acknowledging its interference and aggres-

sion, undertakes to白respect the indcpendence, SOVer-

eignty and territorial integrity of Viet Na,m.’’(Arti-

Cle | Of the Agreement)・ It also mdertakes to respect

the right to self-determination of the South Viet-

na‘meSe PeOPle and “not to continue its military

invol、γCmCnt Or intervcne in thc interna,l affairs of South

Viet Nam.’’ As rega,rds Nor111 Vict Nam, it　=will

COntributc to hea,ling thc wounds of wdr and to postwar

reconstruction of the Democratjc Rcpublic of Viet

Nam and throughout I[1dochilla,;’(Art・ 2エ)・ ’上、上1is is a

mitigatcd admission of crimes committcd aga,i11St

North Viet Na‘m. America,11 nCO-COIoilialism, CVictcd

from the liberated zo11e, WOuld have bee】1 PuShed

back in the Sa,igon-COntrOlled reg⊥OnS aS Wdl if other

Clauses of the Agrecment had bccll rCSPeCted‥　the

illSuranCe Of democratic liberties, the setting up

Of the Na,tional CoしmCil of National Reconciliation

and Concord, the h。lding of free a‘nd democra.tic

general elections.

之VS42



Thus, With thc s⊥g‘11丁lg Of the Paris Agreement, the

VictllameSC PeOPle,s rcsisもこInCe imposed 。 SCtba,Ck on

thc Nixon doctrille ill Vi()l Nam. Truoilg ChiIlh under-

1ined thc world impact of this event in his speech

cited above: =皿is rcsistancc (of the VictllameSe

peop⊥c aild the othcr工11dochinese pcoples, Ed・) is not

only aimed at dcfcn。ing the fundamenta‘l national

rights of thcse pcopIcs but is also of great interna-

tional significa工ICe・ It actively contributes to defeat-

ing thc comter-rCVOl11tionary global strategy of US

imperialism alld {臆hc cruel Nixon doctrinc’defending

the socialist sy.stc‘m at the cost of its blood, PuShing

ahead the natioml llberation movement of the peo-

ples m Asia・ Africa, La,tin America and Oceania, and

safeguarding pcace and democracy in the world・‥

工しis cIcar that the Nixon administration would not

pemit the situation in South Viet Nam to evoIve in
a way confommg tO the prescriptions of the Paris

Agreement without rcacting.

Asked by a jourmlist about the impact of the with置

drawa,l of US troops from Viet Nam, Nixon declared

on April 16’1973: =This does not mean thatour

iiltereStS ha,Ve Changed, but that the means used to

contribute to thc rea,liza,tion of these interests ha‘Ve

changed. Here there emerges what is caued the

Nixon doctrine.’’

Thus, he by no means gave up the idea of main-

taining South Viet Nam under the yoke of Amcrica,n

neo-COIonialism・ Only the way of applying the prm-

ciples of the Nixon doctrine cha,ngCd so as to under-

mine the Paris Agreement・

H(,W t(‥工lSeharge　血e obligatioll Of withdraw⊥ng

じS troops m-dc‘r thc lems of the Paris Agrccment

while SalgOn t「OOPS had pro‘′Cd thcmselves to be

jllCaP証Ie of s{…d1裏1g uP tO {hc I972 trial of strcngth?

′ro soIvc this co!1tradlCt1011, Nixon haStened, before

晶e slgnlng Of t土le Agreement,十o reinforcc these

白unPS and leavc camo丁1flaged US military person-

m、I on thc spot・皿is l-1ZLdc it posslblc for him to

curry on AInCrlCan military iIrvOIvcme11t in a dis-

即ised foml・

工n the pcriod betweeIl ¥o¥rCmber 197子Clnd Janua,ry

I973, Whilc he was putti裏1g Off the slgm11g Of the

墨reement, hc tried his utmost Lo weaken his adver-

sary by ordcri丁lg CO11Stant bombing I・aids against both

North Vict Nam and t上Ie libc‘1・atCd areas in SouthViet

Xa‘m・ Hc re-Organizcd thcし;S military apparatus in

South Viet Nam. Alld tha,11ks to an airlift - the biggest

in the history of the Indochina war - he scnt tcns of

thousallds of tons of armamcnts worth about five

billion dolla,rS tO South Viet Nam. According to the

June |J, ]973 rePOrt Of the Scnate Foreign Relations

Committee, boo aircraft induding 23O fighters were

iIlしroducedJ bringmg the numbcr of aircrafl of the

Saigo】l Ai]- Fo「cc to r,800. As a result言t became the

third largest air fo丁・Ce in thc world,

Immediatぐly after the slgmng Of the Agrecment,

the Militar‡/‘ ‘¥ssIStaIICe Command in Viet Nam

(MACV) of GcneI-al Abrams bccame the Dcfense Atta-
che Office (DAO) dep(当IdcIlt Oll the US ambassador

in saigon and lcd l-)y GcllerこII John Murray. No



m虹血丁flttこ高lJ c‘/・er ha‘S∴としgl・C‘atCr肌=nbe‥)f per-

somc‘l u?lder his commamd : nO fewc‘r than 6,75O. AIso

dependejlt On this am!〕aSSador nre thcI Spc‘Cial Assist輸

a11t tO t,hc Ambassador for Fiぐld Opcrations (SAAFO)

and thc Dil-CCtOratC for Rescttlcmcnt and Recoiト

struction which empIoy |’OOO Amcrjcans asslg11ed to

put into practice ‥ pacificatiol十’plans and launch

POlice operations・

Undcr the leadership of a corps of　24,OOO US

military advisers disgし1ised as civilians, the forces of

the Saigon Amy were raised to more than a‘ mi11ion

mell・ This =power,, was boIstered by a　=reallStic

deterrcnt” force‥ On the 7th Fleet alld at bases in

Thailand言arge air and naval forccs stood ready to

glVe SuPPOr=O thc Saigon troops and to rcsume
massive air ra‘ids against both zones of Vict 2(a‘m.

The Americall Strategy laid stress on t,he ]一Cinforce-

ment of striking power by air and na、丁al forces・ In

particular, SeaSOnCd Marinc units cqulPPCld with ultra-
modem weapons could intcrvenc and withdraw

rapid・ly without becoming boggcd down. Commenting

on the thl・ea‘tS uttered by Nixon at a prcss confcrcncc

held on March |5, [973, against the DRVN’UP工said

on M餌ch |6, T973‥ =The US P]一eSident recalled ill

veiled tcrms thal America11 aircraft were still ma,in-

tained in Thaila,nd anld US aircraft-CこLrricrs could

still enter thc Tonkin Gulf.、’

While t上Ie PRG and thc governmc】1t Of the DRVN

affirmed their will to seriously impIcment the Paris

Agreemcnt, thc Americall imperialists and their

henchmen, by ‘′irtue of this fact alld with the new

巨yl甲nぐnt Of theil- “POWerS ’’, tho11ght thcy could

所(しkell餌1d (、Iimi11atC their adversa,ry in South Viet

¥un. Over L⊥le PaSt yeとけS, t‘he Sa⊥gOn Lroops have

口上CJ w血out let十IP tO m(、I‾OaCh upon the PRG〇

時血Olled zo消、S, CnCircle tllC ILbera.tcd zoncs in the

唖)mt[血rcglO11S餌-d w⊥Pe Out thc libcrated cnc‘laves

十一Lhe plain. On the othC‘r hand十十ndcr thc pretext

一)手　this systematically maintained statc of war,

しilC Saigon administratioI-　tightcned iしs grip on

血c zone uIIder its 。O】1十rOl. Pacificat」Oll OPCrations

havc bcc王1 launched i-1 thc countrySidc to recruit

y.oung pcople and ‥dc‘StrOy thc Vlet Cong mfra-

高ructure'∴　工n the tow⊥lS fascist laws have been

亜aintajncd and demOCratic libcrtics trampled under輸

foot. Thc third for℃e, COmPOSCd largely of the

し11iddlc strata of peoPle who are in fa‘VOur Of peace

「。(l national collCOrd, has bcc11 Subject to ficrce

rcprcssion・

¥Ⅴa,Shington and lls henchme重l havc carried out

。CgOしia高oIIS at dlffcrcnt confercllCeS ill Ordcr t。 hide

岨(証cver morc seriol丁S ¥′7iolations of thC Paris Agree-

冊、nt, fooI public oplnion糾ld try Lo divide the revo-

」l血)na工-) forces ‥　negOtiations betwcen the Saigon

としdministration and the PRG on a. political solution to

the So両h Vi(士Xam problcm ; nCgOtiations bctween

[he USA掴d thc‘ I)RVX on the American contributjon

to healing thc‘ W(刷ds of war ; negOtiations at a world

level conccm1丁1g lγic‘しXam- These negotiatioI-S have

子)een COmbim‘(白油1し‾S ‥global dip⊥omacy ,, in Asia

蝕1d thc wol-」d.



V工ETNAMESE STUDIES

As ex-aSSislant Sccrctary ofStatぐ, Kcmeth Rush de-

clared on January 21, |974, Xixoll’s Asia pollCy Wa‘S

composed of two points :

Thc first wa,S tO eStablish r。latiol「S Of mutし1al un-

derstanding and moderation among the Asian powers :

Japan, China, the Soviet Ullion lLnd thc Unitcd Statcs

(AFP, January. 2工, ]974). Rush addcd’白The trea-

ti。S We are try⊥ng tO Sign with thc two coし1Iltries (the

soviet Union and China, Ed) arc aimcd to serve thc

interesしs of thc United States and its al⊥ies no matter

what has driveII Our a‘dvcrsaries to concll⊥de thcm・

(AP, Jam1ary 22, |974).

The second was to ‥ shoulder with the Small coull-

tries the responsit)ility of cconomic development a,nd

defence∴/ (AFP, Januclry 2エ, 1974) under thc prctext

that = nationalism constitutcs thc most powerful foI-Ce

in most countries arld the peopIcs wiu be bettcr off

if they assumc a morc cOmPlete responsibility vis-i-

vis their destiny・ ’’(Marshall GreerらAssistant Secre-

tary of State in a speech delivered nt the National

Press Club in Canberl・a, Australla, Jme 14, 1973).

Therefore whllc adaptlng thc methods of applica‘-

tion of thc Nixorl doctrinc in Vict Nam to thc situa-

tion after thc slgmng Of the Paris Agreemcnt’the

American go、・Cmment thought it could maint,aill US

neo-COIoIliaJism in South Viet N種m and clt thc same

time facilitate the impIcme証ution of出lC doctrlne

throughout thc world・

In spite of its obvious weakening aftcr the Viel

Nam war, the United States,しhe most powcrf-11 imp。r-

ialist country, Still has grcnt military and cco】10mi。

potcn晶l and ca-1 COnCentratぐC佃Sidぐral)lc forces at

agしVen mm〇llt in a‘ g⊥VCn P庇e・ S()・ aCCOrdi11g tO

Fred Brarfma-1, CO-director of血c‘ hdochi11a‘ Rcsour-

ce centre, lt WaS ablc, foI- the fis(記y…・ I974’tO

grailt Thieu 874 m皿ol丁dol⊥こ頂, wol・th of c‘COnOmic
・`aid・,,i.c. 150′〉。 Of the toしa,l US aid to a‘l上African

a丁1d Lati一、 American countries. Ill aPP車ng thc Nixon

doctrinc to Viet Nam and p⊥1rSumg brut‘ll and treach-

erous ma,nceuVrCS, the Americaし1 imperiallStS Can

still support the Thieu administration and perl)etrate

lmny neW Crimc‘S agai-1St {hc SoしIth Victnamcse

people ・

TJl〇re is nothillg neW m tlle meanS uSCd by` Ameri-

can imperialism at present i-1 South Vict Nam・ The

nationalism vauilしcd by Mr. GI・Cen WaS l-SCd lo11g agO

as a fa9adc for neocoIonialist rcglmeS l。 thc pay of

thc United States, Particularly i11 South Viet Nam

with Ngo Di11h 。icm. Bし1t this ki丁1d of当Iatio11alism ’’

was denounced zmd 。ic‘m Paid fo宣- i=‘・jth his lifc.

The true 】latio蘭l forccs clre g(Lthercd a,l・O冊d thc ba肝

ncr of血。 NFL AgalllSt tllC、Se foI葛CCS m l-e、′Olt, thc

united States ha(1 to mustcr an uIIPIで(℃dcntedly great

military. forcc. Wlth虹s depIoy.ment of Jo宣-Ce PrOVmg

to be lileffectivc, 1t O11CC`∴aga111一千S両cd to Thi6u’s

白nationalism,, which wcLS P乙Li]でd諒宜l America,一一

=dissuasive power ”. HowevcI-, th(、 m山場ry and po-

1itical capabilities of theしTヽ illlP高山sts a11d their

henchmen l-O Ionger correspond to th(‘i一「1CO-COIonial-

ist app誼tcs・ It lS CIcar tht a{tc宣十五c w⊥thdrawal of

us troops, the bala.nce of ±orcc‘S is no IoI-gCr in thcir

favoul∴ l吊lle POliticそしI f⊥Cld, for lhc battle-ha‘rdened



South Vielmm(1Se PCOPIc‘∴[‘hicu’s当1ationalism’’is but

a weathcred sig11boaI-d・ On the oth。r hand・ thc global

dipIomacy of thc US m llllC With the Nixoll doctrine,

and its e‘′'Cr mOre de¥'elopcd relatioIIS With thc com-

munist woI臆1d drain of thc‘il- CO11te11t Lhc antj-COmmu-

nist themcs c‘laboratcd dccadc‘S agO byi thcし)S for

thc bene鉦Of thc Saigo11 PrOPagallda∴aPPara十us・

The go皿ine llational】Sm Of the NFL and the Viet-

namcsc communjsts has rol了SC`d [he co†1SCiollSneSS Of

thc middlc‘∴dasscs. Facc‘d with AmeI・lCan intcrferen-

ce and aggression, and the impasse into which thc

Saigon rcglme js bc‘ing drivcn’thぐy are tendi11g mOre

and more toward peace, national reconciliation and

concord as ad、7OCated by thC Nl丁L The more the

Thicu ju11ta is poljtica叫● isolaJtCd, 1hc more it rcsorts

to fascism and uscs iしs n‾亜tary and policc apparatus

to sabotagc thC‘ Paris Agrecment, 1a皿Ch cncroa(土工

mcnt operations agains=hc llbCratCd zo丁丁C and carry

out rc‘PrCSS三oil i両he reglOllSし111der its control. As a

result of theしS troop withdrrLWal, [he economic si-

tuation is 。c`terioraしing m spitc of a fairly substcL11tial

Americとしn =aid ”. H11ndreds of thousands of persons

Who foI-mCrly worked m the US war machil「e are nOW

thrown onto the alree」. The state of war zmd the

hcrding of peasants into concentration camps hinder

PrOduction. Insccurity does not encourage fore⊥gn

lnvestment・ The people of a11 social stI-ata. illCluding

civil functionarics and military pcrsollnel see their

living conditions deteriorate・ The hopc for pca,Ce,

dcmccracy, Well-being, and national concord nurtur-

ed by. the Paris Agreement ¥′anishes・ Contradictions

within the junta in power are becomlng eXaCerbated.

O⊥1 the other hlnd the libera,ted reglOn has been

maintaincd a,nd consolidated. Comprismg mOre thcm

half of South Viet Nam’s tcrritory it forms a single

stretch of la11d from tllC 17th parallel to thc poillt

壷Ca, Mau and jolnS the DRVN and thc othcr socialis七

(、Omtries. The PRG, Which ma.intains fra,tCrna1 1iI竜s

wilh the DRVN govcmmCnt, has established dipIo-

maしic relations with all the socialist countries and 3O

し)ther countries. Undcr the leadcrship of thc NFL and

the PRG the people of the liberated rcglOn Who

benefit from the support aIld aid gra11ted by North

Viet Nam and all their friends in thc world are

building a new lifc and wipl11g Out the lcgacy of

neo-COIonialism.

In thc othe】- half of So11しh Vict r¥am, that under

Sajgoll COlltl・Ol, US 11eO-COIonialism can no Iongcr

r{壷e the bamer of peace alld frecdom. It is I-O Ionger

。1 a POSitioll tO CrCatC a St乙血　of evel-　artificial

PrOSPerjtJ′・ thcre・ The uncndir-g War, thc Thi。u fascjsし

一℃gimc‘, the financial and c‘COnOmic co旺甲Se We」gh

heaV]ly oIl the life of thc peopIc. US neo-COIol11alism

lS being shown in its truc coIours. A broad mov′emeIlt

dcma-1品1g lhe reslg【1ation of Thicu and the corrcct

impleme11tat1011 Of the Paris塙recment is cxprcssmg

the aspiratioll Of the masses for pcace言ndepondence

democrac)/; WC‘ll-bcil丁g and national concord. The

growth a,nd st]で!1gth of the movemcnt toll the death

knell of thc Nixon doctrinc ill Vict Xam.

All this has affecしぐd岨c appllCLLtion of the Nixoll

doctrine in othCr P[しrL筆of the world・ By sig【1i11g thc



Paris Agruem〇nt, Mx‥ thought of appe2しSing oppo-

sition i丁1 t虹　UniLed :壷tcs. Bllt aS James Rcston

wrotc o工Novemb〇r　25, |97j i-1 the Intemational

Hcl-ald Tribunc: ・・ The United ttatcs haLS COmC Out

of Vict Nam afcer its ll二)ngeSt Wa丁WhLch has di、▼ided

the country more tha,tl any Wa‘r Sil-Ce the wa.r of

Seccssiolらbut Vlet ¥am h亀s not withdrawn from the

United States, bこCauSe thぐlmPaCt Of the wa丁Will

ll11rk American life for many years ahead.’’ The

crisIS Of confidencc of which the Watergate affair

was 。,∴mfLnifes比tlOn Sharpens the contradicしions

among the US mo;1OPOly groups an。工eads to a crisis

of pow打WhlCh is without preccdcnt・ Nixon had to

lea、▼C the V¥「hlte　十工ouse lnd, foI・ thc flrSt time, an

American Presidellt CameしO POWC'r W皿oし1t being

VOted in by the peopIc.

The allies a-1(l satc‘llites w亘h whom th(〕 United

States wishc‘S Lo　‥ shこしI-C I.eSPOnSibilities‥ have the

tcndoncy rathc`r tO ShaIe i車両reStS掴d get loose from

the Amcrica-1gr埠　me ・・皿tion証sm’’whlCh is so

mch prjzc‘d 。y tlle XIⅩOllむctm1e PuShes these

States to comPCtC W⊥th thぐし証t。d S十ates or seck

sllPPOrt CIscwhel-e : Decause LhC)l・ know thこし1 a closc

dc‘PC‘ndencc on Llle Åm岨C…S Wru l。記　Lh(:111 into

sしICh a(lvc[ltureS aS thc V」clt ¥am Wとしr.

Ill tllC` ′l’11高上World cou11tries whi(th arc∴Struggling

し。 WiI「 bこLCk or d。fe。d皿tio11al indcpcndcllCe, genuinc

皿{io‘1alisln is grcat」・Jl・ Stimulate{l Dy. t’he Vietnamesc

peopIc’s ¥▼ictoI-y aTld the AmerlC… drfeat・

′Jhe鉦lldamCnt山weak[leSS(:S Of American lmPCriiし置

l間11 ha¥「e　丁)ee11 laid 。arC L可1hc anti-imPerir‘llSt

spirit wh⊥Ch掴11mted thc` Sl11m11t Confcrencc of thc

non-aligned cou11tries hcld i圧しlgjcrs,血c recognition

of th(〕 I〕RG and lhe Roya‘l Govem量/一1ent Of National

uni(用　Of Cambodia by thC‘Se COuntrjc‘S’ a‘nd the

solidarity of thぐArab countr⊥eS ill地e oll question.

Throughouしェ973’the )/.o虹that Washington wishcd

to tum into a “Year of Enl-OPe’」 thc Umted Sta,teS,

tangled up ln its inte].【1al∴ Lnd cxtomal d皿cult.ies,

could not work out a "1eW Atlantic Cha,rter’’" On

the contrary, COntradictions alld dissensions within

the North A十lalltic正lia,nCe h描c becomc aggra,Vated.

Faccd with the Amel.icallS’ cfforts to lし11C‘ uP a COm-

mon policy・ Visふvis Lhe -lrab oil-PrOduci【lg COuntries,

marly COuntrics (lnCludlng I守`し一ICC and Japan) have

prefcrred dealing w⊥血the ]-atter SCParatel)∴

′∫he a′uthors of油e Nixon d。Ctrine counted on the

cessatio】1 O=hC Viet MLm W虹alld on Lhe Paris

Agrcemc‘nt tO Cnable thcm to apply it to other coun-

tries in an cffcctivc w母∴ Viet Nam was a‘ teSt・ And

a confirmation of failul-e.

Nclrly t,WO y.CarS証c‘r thc slgJlng 〔r=he Paris

Agr.ement, th。 fa,ilul-e Of the虹W IJS sしratcgy is

ob¥…11ヽ∴a正I f()I.eSh誼)WS∴∴llOthing g子)Od for Lhe

appl;(、証)一I w『l-e N即n `loc両ne illユndochlna and

Othcl工〕:両、 ‘)上山e wurld



戸『om　竃誹e珊　曾⑱ i引航e抽こ

的㊧のり烏o漢の轟錨師s宮　野⑱師詑僻目

S押団居和独が㊧　個調義　A甲por鋤抽$

L[N]I　丁子互N

“ I a11-描COrdinglシ’mStrし丁Ctil†g theノ’しmcricaう1 alnbas-

Sndor to VICt +紬一1 [0 (、Ⅹami-1e Withyou ill yOur CapaCity.

a,S Chief of g子)、TCmmC‘llt言1OW an illtC‘皿gent pl-Ogram Of

Amc工・jca-1 aid d.ircclly・ tO yOur gOVemmCnt Ca丁- SぐrVe

to assist Vict *am in its pl-eSe重量† hol一一‥)I血Ll. 1hc

PurPOSC 。f this扉fcr is to assist tllC gOVC`mmCrlt Of

Vict Nam ill de、可opmg and mしilltaim-↑g a- Slrong,

Viable sしatc… (一Ildowed with a stro]一g gOVCrnmCnt・ ”

This Ict[c‘r Sent tO Ngo Dinh Diem by. Eise。howcr

On Octobぐr 23’ 1954 Clear」・y. Showc記the mtereSt Of

WashillgtOn in settingし1P m South Vic‘t ¥am∴a StatC

and a govcmmcnt capable 。f servmg aS :m CfflCient

tooI of thc U.S・ nCO-COIoIlialist policy∴

1-The uS-Diem Regime

l. Base$　Of lhe Regime

From thc outset, the South VictnamCSe POPulation

joincd thc two words =US-Diem’’to dcsignatc the

reglmC Set uP in S。uth Vict Nam after the Ge宣丁CVa

Agrccm(▲11tS i]口954 a‘nd Lo cxprcss iしゝ tl.しIC` nature・

WhilcI CO血nu⊥11g tO rm thc' Old叩pこ冊t。S S亙uP by

the Frc‘11Ch and to c岬)y thc protectio】l ‘)f Frcnch

troops for the first two y・(、al・S, tlle }go 。illh Djem

admmistra‘tio】1, a PrOdrlCt Of French defeu‘t如d US

i11tC‘rVCntion was, from the beg】ml111g, a docilc tooI of

the Amc‘ricans.

On tllC domestic front, tlle Saigo⊥1 l-eg」mC gathcred

all thc rcactio】1叩. C‘1cmcnts i-1 thc c-Oun叫∴ Com⊥Ilg

from the North, the mandarins. 11Otablcs, 1a丁1dlords

disp(,SSCSSed of thcir lalld and their a‘u血oI-⊥ty byland

reform a,nd rとidical democratic mca,SllreS, thcI OVCrZC症

ous ex-agentS Of the col…「ial ldministration, thc

compradorc bourgeois, Went South in the wake of the

French troops to mcet their counterparts there, all

eagcr to take revenge on the rcvolution.

Since the bcgi教mmg Of French coIollial conquest,

the fcudalists - lalldlords, mandarins, nOtai)lcs - ha,d

practlSed a‘ POlicy first of capitulatio一再hc11 Of ou山ght

collabor正ion with the cl-Cmy・皿e∴agl-aria‘n Crisis of

thc old reg⊥me had decpcmd to the poi】lt Of triggcr-

1ng Off collSt,こしIlt PCaSarlt rCVOlts a冊=hc fcudalisしs

prefer一てうd to beしray t上ユe nation記cause i11 Ordcr to

defend the privilcgcs of thcir c話しSS・ Now French

bayoncts protcctcd士hem lgalnSt tht‘ rCbぐ皿ous pca-

salltS Wh江e the Fl・e】1Ch coloma] admillistration made

usc of lllC feudal appa,ratuS tO lev)′・ taXCS and ma‘in-

ta,in secしIrity alld order iTl thc v⊥llagc‘S・ NatioIlal liber-

ation could ilOt be carricd out without ovcrthrowmg

feuda,lism arld w⊥PL噂Out thc‘ ag○○(庇l fe11C即admim-

stratio王1.



Tha,t fc‘一dal bloc, ubiquitous in thc country, Wa,S

joined by a ncw stratum Of compra.dore bourgeois

Who lived on the crumbs of coIonial cxpIoitation,

followlng in tllC Wakc of thc big French companies・

Fcudalists and comPradorcs cIlded by merglng, the

OnCS Shifting from fa,rmillg tO COmmerCial and fi11anCial

activitleS, thc othcrs by buying land while continuing

to do trading.

Thc Frcnch sa,feguarded the fel記al appa‘ra‘tuS but

madc vcry littlc concession in so far as the appear-

ances of power were concerncd・ Fl-enCh Governors and

Rcsidents directly ruled the country, the Vietnamese

mとしndarins and notables playing publicly and obvious-

1y thc role of simple subordinat(〕S・

After the big victories wol1 by the national move-

ment in |95O, and hcLrd-PreSSed by Wa,Shington, the

French were compelled to rig up a = national govem-

mont’’hea‘ded by Bao Dai. A =national” army was

CrCated and reactionary rural councils set up to help

French troops carry out pacification operations・ But

the Frcnch grudgingly gra‘nted to the so-Called na,tion-

al administration only an appea,ranCe Of power, Bao

Dai,s amy remained a.n白auxilia,ry force’’ of the

French expeditionary corps, While the Bao Dai govern-

ment was but a shadow, its hcad spending most of his

time on the C6te d’Azur. However, a,t the instigation

Of Wa.shington, a neW aPPa,rat¥lS WaS Set uP ln |95O.

Besides the traditional reactio工lary elements, there

appeared little by littlc i丁l that administra,tive, milit-

ary and policc appa,ratuS a neW CategOry born from

the war, tha,t Of a,dventurcrs and decla.ssed elements

wl10 ha(l llO Pa,1-ticし1lar idcoIogy’belollgC‘d to no wd⊥○

dcfmCd social class, but were picked up [)J士hc coIo-

11ial晶ninis血tioll a.nd Frcnch comma-1d to do such

(lirty work as tortu丁-e, SP}l・⊥丁1g and ma‘SSaCrC Of thc

pop。l証ioll… ′I`hcy wc‘rC fouしld chleflj/『l SPeCial for-

丁natio⊥lS. P描しとroops a.nd speciとII police. They wcre

at,tra〔庇d by m()意Cy and pleasure a,nd little by little

lost all national consciousness, being turned into mere

t○○Is.

*

P叶ticula,r mention should bc made of the Catholic

community in North Viet Nam・ In the I7th and 18th

cc11turics, the Westem missionarics鵜Portuguese, Spa,-

nish, French-reCI葛uited their flocks a.mong thc out-

casts of feudal socicty to found Ca,tholic villages

essentially in newly cleared lands・ Traditiona11y tole-

rant, Vietna,meSe SOCiety allowcd these villages to be

set up and to thrivewithoutsuspecting that the Churh

⊥1urSCd a high ambition, Which was to convert the

whole nation through the installation of a Catholic

prlnCe in power. Little by little these v皿agesbecame

isolated islets whcre all forms of cult, eVen thc tradi-

tional cultural lifc, Were abolished and the missiona,-

ries gai冊d controI over the temporal as well as the

SPiritua1 1ife of the inhabitants・

エ11 the [9th century’wllen the threat of conquest

by tllC Wcstern powers’ Particularly Francc’ WaS

IoomlIlg large, the Catholic villa,geS beca‘me a danger

for the country ; the Wcstem missionaries who ruled
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the roost there cncouraged coIoni:しI co11queSt, SuPPli-

ed political a,nd stra,teglC infomation to thc French

troops, and promised to thc French comm蝕1d thc

back申g of thc Catholic comm」1ity・ Thc royal ad-

mi11istration replicd by persccutioll, a丁1d no虹CこItholic

Villages by a grow⊥ng hustility- aS thc coIo主lial coIl-

qucst advanced. The missionarics rccruited carriers

and mercenarics from Ca‘tholic villa‘geS for Lhe French

tr○○ps・

After its installatjo】l, thc coIonia,l adminisしration

PrOmOted the expa11Sion of Catholicism ; WllCneVer a

Catholic villagc wa,S at Odds with a non-Catholic

Villagc on somc issuc, Chiefly on the allotment of

la,11d, thc coIonial administl-ation would soIvc the

PrOblem in fa‘VOur Of thc Catholics・ Thc pollticalhost-

ility which s皿-OuIlded in thesc Catholi6　villagcs

(tumed agains=hcir w皿into tooIs of foreigncrs)

WaS a‘ggraVated by cI Cuユtul-al hos拙ty due to the fa‘Ct

that,し111der the impulsc of thc Western missionaries,

thc Ca‘tholics adopted a fom of socia‘l life quite differ-

e11t from those of othcrs reg虹ding c⊥llts, ma,rrla‘geS,

fmerals… Thcsc v王llagcs becamc truly allCn bodics

Within the country.

For thc pool- and illitcraしe Catholic peasa,ntS, reli-

glOn Was thcir ollly consolation. All il「ha,bjta,ntS Of

CathollC V皿ages wcnt to chしIrCh not only on Sundays

but cvcry day∴ In thc families, PrayCrS WerC Said at

Smrisc and ln thc evcmg before gomg tO bed・ Thc

Orders of the parish priest and chief」y of the missIOn-

ary’Who wti丁t about in aL Palanquin like a kmglct,

Werc gospel’ and obeycd to thc letter・喜⊃油・lOtic

Ca,tholics werc tom asunder ; their national sontiments

directly clashcd with the ordcrs of the hierarchy, a‘一1d

thcy werc impotent to change the coursc of cvents,

thc Church being much more powerful tha-1 they.

It is understanda,ble that the Catholics hierarchy

strongly opposed the national and revolutionary mo-

vemcnt. In the first resistance war it could not pre-

vcnt a sma,1l number of pa,triotic Catholics from JOln-

ing the national movement but succeeded in keeping

a maJOr Part Of Catholic awayfrom the resistance. In

some reg⊥OnS, Catholics militiamen orga.nized by the

hiera.rchy co11a.borated with the French troops・

In 1954, aS French defea,t WaS imminent, a-1arge-

SCale propaganda campa,1gn financed by French and

American services was conducted in Ca.tholic vi11a,geS

to force the popula,tioIl tO gO South.白God has Icft

the North ’’.白The Americans will drop atomic bombs

OnCC thc Frcnch troops have e、γaCuated the North ’’,

WerC the two prlnCIPal sIogans, nOt including the

PrOmise of the US to givc aid in ca‘Sh andland to thc

refugees. Thus hundreds of thousands of Catholics,

Who wcre mostly illiterate peasa,ntS, followcd their

Parish priest and bishops to the South. The Ameri-
CamS tho⊥1ght tha,t they would turn that community

into a basis for the Diem reglme andhenceforth create

an army o=anatica.l_ believers whom they would be
able to l-1Se in a crusade against the North.

2 - Poliliくal Appqralu$

Washington relied on that political basis and sup-

Plied it with the necessary technical and financia1

3VS42
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means, Which were much more substantial than

those of the French, and American = advisers’・ in

Saigon helped Ngo Dinh Diem to rlg llP an efficient

and loyal political and govemmental apparatus・

The problem consisted in setting up at the same

time:

- Grass-rOOtS POlitical structures’maSS Organiza-

tions and parties while taking mea.sures to strengthen

reactionary classes and strata ; and

- A government’administrative, POlice and milit-

ary machinery strong enough to cope with the

national and popular movement.

After ]954, the Americans embarked much more

radicaユIy on the neo-COIonialist road than had the

French. Lansdale of the CIA, Diem’s top adviser

from the outset’Set these urgent tasks :

- To set up asingle白nationa’l ” army byincluding

all the puppet amed forces created by the French,

and strengthening equlPment, PerSOnnel, StruCtureS.

- To gather = national ” political forces and use

them as a prop for the government (1).

The central political apparatus rested on the Diem

family’related to the family of Tran Le Xuan, Wife

Of Ngo Dinh Nhu, Diem’s brother and adviser. The

key posts in血e government were held by members

Ofthese two families. Nepotism was one of the

Cha,raCteristics of feudal oligarchies. The Ngo and

([) Lansdale’J扉he Mids’o/脇γ, Harper and Row, I972.

Tran families were two big mandarinal clans which

had long couaborated with the French : Diem dis-

tinguished himself, When he was still a young mandarin’

in the repression of the national movement・ A

fervent Catholic, he was, for the Americans, the

prot6g6 groomed by Cardinal Spellman’and, for the

Vietnamese reaction, the choice of the Catholic

hierarchy which thoughtthat it was time to bring

Catholic =prmCe‥ to powcr’and with US money,

to turn viet Nam into a Catholic nation and　白the

cldest member ” of the Church in the Far East.

All the mass media were immediately mobilized,

onDiem’s investiture, tO fabricate the legend of an

upright pure and intransigent patriot who had fought
月body and soul’’tooust the French and crush com-

munism, a = sa,tanic ” creation.

Diem concentrated a11powersin his hands : he was

Chief of State, Prime Minister, Commander-in-Chief

of the Armed Forces, and had under his control

ma,ny departments and committecs which ruled over

the heads of the ministers and their ministries. Even

Vice-President Nguyen Ngoc Tho was appointed only

as a symbolic representative of the big landlords in

Nam Bo. One of Diem’s brothers, Nhu, and Nhu’s

Wife, Le xuan, Were the鍬諒nel彫S gγOSeS Who manj-

Pulated the va]-ious political and police apparatuses.

Can, anOthcr brother OfDiem’s, ruled the roost in the

northem provinces with Hue as his residence and

fiefdom・ The two families controued highly profitable

businesses.



Around the two rulillg families, graVitatcd a stratum

Of compra‘dores′ COmPOSed of those already influential

under Frcnch rule and pa,rVenuSWho had prolifcratcd

On America,11 aid・ Ministers, high-ranking offlCials,

PrOl′incial govcrnors, amy Officers, ambassadors,

COunSellors of allkinds,白deputies ’’, =senators ”,a

Whole new　=p。litical class’’mushroomed after the

Withdrawal of the French’andwere generously finan-

Ced by Washil}glon. Most of them were Catholics and

many opportunists bccamc converts in order to have

a share in thc profits・

La‘nSda‘le suggested to DicIIl tO Set uP ZL nationalist

Party With :L SOCial and philosophical tinge, the

Ca初aO 7tha言i (Pcrsonalist La.bour Party) which, led

by Nhu, tightly coIlしrO11ed the administration, army’

POlice and cconomic services(工)・ AH other parties

and groups′　Particし1larly pro-French groups, Were

eleminated, SOme by corruption’Others by force・ The

Freneh in Saigon did their bcst to prop up the pro-

I守encll SeCtS ; but Paris and Washington had a,greed

On their liquidation in order to set up a strong

govemment capable of carrylng throllgh thc comter-

rcvolutionarv task assigned to it・ Many politicians

had to emigrate abroad.

In order to kcep a fa9ade of ‥democracy=, SOme

groups were allowed to subsist as白opposition parties ,’.

A referendum, electlOnS’a Series of masquerades were

Staged under the aeglS Ofan all-POWerful and merci-

less police, thc scenarlOS for which were prepared by

(I) ZJanSdale, OP. Cit P.228

American advisers (most of thcm from Michiga,n

State University) in order to give the rcgime thc

dcmocratic fa9ade necessary to justify in thc eyes of

America,n Public opinion the legitimacy o=argc一

筆Cale aid,

Organizations of women md youth wcrc set up to

provide thc reglmC With apopular basc. All the

mas? media worked](financcd of coursc bygrcenbacks)

to smg the praisc of Dicm, tO incite hatred of com-

m1nism, Of the North, nOt forgctting the neutralists

and liberals.

3　-　Counle「-Insurgen`y in A`置ion

′rha,nks to Amcrican dolユars and chiefly to drastic

police measurcs’the Diem rcglmC COuld be set up

without much difficulty in thetowns and cities : but

t置lC Situation was quite different in the countryside・

Millions of peasa,ntS had ta,ken part in the patriotic

war of ].CSistancc against the Frcnch and for many

ycftrS had known a dcmocratic reglme・ A great

I…nbcr of landlords zしnd notablcs had flc‘d thccoul十

trysidc to live in the towns m-dcr thc pl・OteCtion of

I亘cnch troops・

′rhc America,n SPCCialists kncw that thc country

wo丁11d be we11 in hand only when thc villages were

doscly controllcd, a‘nd against a revolutiona,ry mOVe-

mcnt which had sprcad to thc peasantry as widely

as jt had do】1C in Vict Nam, the only possible policy

- SCt uP a Very StrOng administrativc’military

and policc apparatus in the COuntrySide :
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一Strip the toiling pea,SantS Ofall economic

advantages and democra.tic rights acquired during the

resistance war ;

-- Physically eliminate rcvolutionary cadres a,nd

militants, a,nd terrorize thc popula,tioIl・

By decree, Diem suppressed, the elections of vil-

lage chiefs and rural councillors and repla.ced them

with former notables and his own henchmen. The

Saigon army and police intervcncd immediately to

help these newly esta,bllShed organs to dictate their

law to the peasa‘ntS. The work was fa,Cilitated at the

OutSet by the dcpa,rtし1rC tO thc North of the revolu-

tlOnary amCd forces and resista,11Ce Cadres・ Strictly

implementing the Geneva Agreemcnts, at thc begin-

nlng, thc inhabitants wagcd only political struggle

aga,inst thc actions of the Diem army and policc.

Diem decreed an “ agraria11 rCform‥ which was i†l

fa‘Ct designed to strip the toiling peasants of all that

they had a,Cquil‾Cd during thc resistance war ; PrOteS-

ters were shot, arrCSted cn ma,SSe Or dcportcd・

=Denouncc communists‥　sessions wel.C hdd in vil-

la,geS in which the crowd, mamPula,ted by thc policc,

上Iad to denouncc those who had taken any part,

howevcr small, in thc‘ anti-I亘cnch rcsistance. Those

Who did not denoしmCe anybody wer。 1mmediately

accused of being =communists’’thcmselves and were

beaten beforc the eyes of thc public alld jailed・ Thc

Wives of cx-rCSistancc membors and of cadrcs rc-

grouped to the North werc forcぐd to apply for divorce

and wcrc closely watchcd・ Soldicrs and policemen
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shot at crowds, tOrturerS grilled and tortured sus置

pects on the slightest pretext・ Former resistance

members and sympathizers were constantly chased

from one village to another. Villages were forcibly

tumed int〇月prosperity zones’’surrounded by ba,rbed

wire entanglements・ Ne‘γer had the countryside of

South Viet Nam lived through such dark days・

4　-　Theくri$i'　Of lhe uS-Diem Rogime

Thc Diem reglme gaVe an aPPearanCC Of stability

so Iong a‘S, reSPeCting the Geneva Agrements’the

population did not resort to arms・ But with the

beginning of thc armed struggle in [959’the founda-

tion of the National Front for Liberation in [96o a‘nd

the la,unChing of concerted insurrections sprea,ding

from one vγilla,gC tO a,nOther’the Diem reglme WaS

shaken to its foundations.

Wa,Shington had thought that facing an unarmed

population a strong go‘′erment’ army and police

could without great risk launch large-SCale repressive

OPerations・ ’⊥hcse operations had only a police cha,-

racter, that is they were condllCted `一nder civilian

control, the a,「mCd forccs being only z吊OOI scrvlng

the polltical power and thc military havlng tO Obey

orders g⊥Ven by the civilian authorities' in this case

by Dlem and membcrs of his family’Chiefly his

brother Nhu.

With the launching of thc ‥special war‥ in ]96工,

the operations took on a truly military cha.racter ; the

Sa‘igon amy was considerably strcngthcned in



4O VIETNAMESE STUDIES

numbcrs and eql重1PPed with thc most modem wea-

POnS and up-tO-date detection and intelligence devices.

It was in fact experimenting with cL neW StratCgy and

tactics ela,boratdy woI-ked out by Pentagon experts・

The number of American advisers rapidly mCreaSed

to 25,OOO iIl 1964. They commanded the Saigon units.

American techllical units and an American operational

COmmand were set up. Thc ‥Pentagon Papers,, reveal

that even the eventuality of direct iI-terVention by

American troops in Sol】th Viet Nam was under con-

Sideration at that time,

With this new strateglC and political orientation

thcre was an urgent problem to bc resoIved : did the

Dicm reglme aS it had becn constitutcd since 1954,

remain an efficient tool for the carry⊥ng Out Of Amer-

ican plans? On the political level, it was obvious

that Diem col丁1d not muster all the reactionary

forccs, let alonc enlist any measurc 。f popular sup-

POrt・ A工11ericall PrOPaganda comparcd Diclm tO Chur-

Chill ; but nobody was fooled.

Thc crl-Cial problem foT Washington was : COuld

thc w:しr be won with Diem? At thc Whitc House and

thc Pentagon therc werc two contcnding theses. While

SOme affirmed that “we camot win with Diem’’(工)

Others thot-ght that only weaponry ma.ttered and not

the persoII Of Diem. ’工、he ycar I962 SeCmed to confirm

the secol宣d assumption. In fact’helicoptcrs, amPhi-

bious vehicIcs ft【1d electronic dcvices proved to bc

POWerful t「l】mP Cards against guerilla warfare.

(I) Taylor: S弛′0γds and Plo鵬ha7,‘,S (P. 233.)

But the shortcomlngS Of Diem’s machinc wcre con-

stan†ly thwarting American schemes・ Ordcrs glVen by

the U.S. command did not reach the tγOOP COmman-

dcrs at va,rious fro11tS and umtS. The CIA compla‘incd

tha,t = alユimportant and many minor decisions are

rcferred to him (Diem) ’’(工), the gcneral staff playing

only a sccondary role. It was not mtil the cnd of

工96o that Diem agreed to setup the =National Secu-

rity Council,, composed of members of thc general

staff, the minister of defcncc, the minister of the

interior and other personalities・ But Nhu as supreme

adviser mamPulated the council a,t Will・

On a, trip to South Vict Nam, Taylor pointed out:
“Thc lack of retum on the military mVeStmCnt WaS

the result of many of thc factors already mcntioned :

lack of intelligence, a defensive outlook, a bad civil -

military rc‘lationship in thc provinccs and Diem’s

style of over-Centralized government ’’(2)・

Thc ci、記ian apparatus, from Diem to thc pr(読ncial

go¥▼CrnOrS Who were entirc‘ly his creaturcs, CnCrOaCh-

c‘d upon the prerogatives of the military, a. factor

which seriously hanpered thc cxccution of US military

Plans Dicm sought to tightly control the activities

of Saigon ‘mits wherevcr they. might bc. ’I‘he military

commanders had to sし1bmit themselves to two differing

leaderships : they rcccived orders from thc provi11Cial

govemOrS Wh() depended on the ministry of the

(工) rhe Peniago,l P‘卑γS, I). 7o

(之) Taylor, 0ケCii・ p・ 24之・
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interior, and also on the general staff and the minis-

try of defence. Regional troops and local para葛

military forces depended only on the provincial

governors′ that is, On thc ministry of the interior.

Coordina,tion between the ‘′arious arms and catego-

ries of troops was ba,d, Clashes beingfrequcnt betwecn

the two pa,rallel hierachies, Civilian a.nd milita,ry. All

these contradictions only went from ba,d to worse

With thc development of the war. During one of his

many missions to Saigon, Taylor had to make a

PerSOna‘l appeal to Diem to end this situation (|). The

US command set up in Sa,igon could not fully play

its role.白The military mission suffered a complexof

frustrations as the role of advisers does not imply

the power of commanding.’’(2)

In January I963, a Small PLAF unit besieged by a

Saigon force ten times superior in strcngth succeeded

in brea.king away and inflicting heavy losses on thc

eIlemy, destroylng Six helicopters and three amphi-

biouscars・ Thisbattle of Ap Bac laid bare two serious

facts for the U.S. command‥

- the PLAF ha,d found the mcans to copc with

helicopters and amphibious cars, the two main techni-

Cal trl]mPS Of the Saigon army;

- there was a tota1 1ack of coordination betwecn

the ol・dcrs of the America,n advisers and those of the

(I) Taylo「oかcit・ p■ 227.

(2〉 Schlesinger白O彫rhou調nd 。aJ′、当)・ 495.

Saigon military commanders・ Diem was sharply critici-

zed by the Americans who demanded an immediate

end to interference in military operations・

With the uprlSmgS Of thc Buddhists and the successi-

ve defeats of the Saigon army inthe following months,

Diem,s prestige was rapidly on the wane iIlしhe cyes

of the Whitc House. To consolidatc their anthOrity,

Diem and Nhu created three sectors ill thc go‘γem一

ment : SeCurity’ CCOnOmy’ and cultural and socia‘l

affairs, Placed undcr the dircction of loyal men topplng

the ministries.

For theirpart, the Saigon milita‘ry becamC I・eStless :

the abortive coup of Novcmbcr |96o hnd been a

warnmg Shot for Dicm・ Encouraged by thc Amcrican

services, the Saigon military pIottcd to overthrow him.

The = Pentagon Papers ,‘ recognizc that ‘` bcglnmng m

August of I963’We Variously authorized, SanCtioncd

and encouraged the cot-P eff。rtS Of the Vietnamese

generals a‘nd offGred full support for a successor

government‥ (I)・ Latcr Nguyen Cao Ky discIosed‥

The armed forces could not support Dicm bccause hC

used them asatooI whilchewとIS On the wanc. ’’(2)

Towards mid-I963, Washingto11 WaS COmPIctely

convinced that Diem was of no morc use. His fate

was sealed and his overthrow was only a qucstion of

time. Other mcn, aJヽd abovc all anothcr political and

(I) Pm′agOn PaクUrS’l). I62・

(2) J. D,1nCanSOn : Co{′eγmnen信”ld Re~ノ0在所o信n履i7‘a”ら

(Fr(、nCh edition). p. 23O.



m上litary 】1丁aChine, had to takc the pIacc of the us-

Diem rcglmC’nOW becomlng incffective. The Saigon

genC重-als wcre glVen thegreen ⊥ight to overthrow Diem,

to liquidate hm and his brother Nhし1・ Wc will not

rCCOu】1t thc stages of that overthrow, aS many other

docume-1tS havc dw。t sし1fficicntly on thc subject.

II - Mli書a細y Dic富a'orship and wqr Ma`hine

l‘he overthruw of Ngo Dlnh Dicm did not on⊥y

mCan the cnd of a personal relgn言t a⊥so represcnted

a radical changc in Amer上can strategy which had to

find 】lCW instruments to carry out washington’s p⊥ans

and projects" To cope with a battlc-hardened revolu_

tionary civllian appara,tuS WaS IIO ⊥onger cffective.

The tasks wcre essentla⊥ly millta,ry. The war came

first・ The mass王、可a丁-dlng of US troops wa,S an urgent

meaSurc to mcet a c症strophic situation and the

bolnbiI重g Of North Viet Nam col丁Id momenta‘中y ward

Off the dangcr of a tota⊥ demora⊥izatio重量Of the Saigon

troops・ Bu=hc main question rema,incd thc creation

Ofstrong and stab⊥c str一一Ctures and apparatuscs, Of

Cfficient means to wagc a nco-CO⊥oIlialist war after

thc Jjql-idation of the Diem rcgimc.

Th…1aSSive iIltervcntion of thc IJS l-1 thc cc佃Omic

and m皿「y fi。d皿e by ⊥jtt⊥c ].adlCa⊥ly l寒PSCt the

traditional stl-tICtl-re∴Of Vjct重la】丁leSe∴SOCicty. A grea.t

number of villages were destroyed, millions of pea-

sa.nts were compe11ed to lea‘Ve all thcir posscssions to

be herded into strateglC hamlets or into the cities・

This destruction of villages where lifc had become

impossiblc and this forcible massivc cxodllS tOWards

urban centres led to

- the liquidation of the feudal cla,SS Of landlords

and fomer notables who, like thc pea.sa-1tS they

cxpIoited, Were driven into the cities ;

- the creation of a huge reserve of manpower in

urban centres, a ma,SS Of refugees who depended

cIosely on US a‘id for survival and where considera-

tions of profession’SOCial class・ POlitical and moral

tra.dition, Were Obliterated in face of the pressmg

need for survival.

The massive injection of dollars amounting to

dozens of billions also blurred a11 traditional criteria

of social status. A landlord who settlcd in town made

profits from shady busincss dea,lings which were

much greater than he had got from antiquated agrl-

cultural expIoitation. A prostitute serving the Yanks

camCd much mOre tha,n a, university professor and

na‘tura‘lly a brothel keeper eamed very much more・

Whercas in former times big bourgeois families could

be countcd on the fingers of two hands, they were

now as nothing compared with the number of pa,rVe-

nus who thrived on the US intervention. Trafficking

of a‘11 kinds bcca皿e the big affair and peopIc eager

to make as much profit as possible in order to gratify

their thirst for money and pleasure lost all political,

moral and idcoIogica‘l perspectives・



Feudalists and bourgeois no ⊥ongel・ existed. The

intelJigentsia, though swo⊥len in numbers, remained

mostly passive・ retainlng a keen nationaI spirit but

OVerWhelmed and intimidated by the scope and sava-

gery of American intervention.

The feudalists were decisively ousted from the

historlCal arena by the peasant revolution and by

forelgn intervention and the traffickers were unable

to form a bourgeois c⊥ass・ It is understanda.ble that in

these conditions the reactionary political parties

Which could efficiently serve American policy lacked

all consistency.

Furthermore’Since the fa,ilure of the Quoc Dan

Dang (Nationalist Party) in ]930, the ⊥eadership of

the national movement ha‘d shifted entirely to the

Communist Party. The genuine patriots in the nation-

alist parties and groups in the end joined 。jth。r th。

Communist Party or the mass organizations ⊥ed by it・

Durlng the first resistance war’a⊥l tru⊥y national

elements foし-ght in the various organs of the resis-

Fomer leaders of the Quoc DaII Dang who had

fled to China retumed to the country in the baggage

trains of the Chiang Kai-Shek troops’then remained

in the French-COntrOlled towns a.nd citleS’fina⊥ユy to

be regrouped in Saigon where they formed the pro-

Japa‘neSe Da,i Viet party. As the Am。ri。a,nS W。.。

desperatcly looking for men or groups to rig up a
白pluralist democracy ” in South Viet Nam, au the

Small groups which were set up received generous

Subsidics-　This enabled the American §erVices to

prcsent to public oplnion in the US thc picture of a
‥ democracy ,了in which a dozen parties were contend-

ing. In 1964’tWenty tWO Parties were set up’While

the foundation of twelve others was under considera-

tion. This also ma‘de it possible for the American

secret services to have henchmen to be pitchforked

intopower when they felt it necessary to replace a

worn-Out quisling.

Debates in the Saigon =Lower House ‥ and in the

‥ Senate ,, frequently ended in quarrels and brawIs in

which personal intcrests counted for much more tha,n

public interests. Now and then’One Of the members

of these small groups or parties was thrust into the

premiership or vice presidency; but a Nguyen Ton
Hoan, aPhan Huy Quat or aTran Van Huong repre-

Sented nobody.

In 1954, With Ngo Dinh Diem, the Americans had

nursed the illusion of being able to set up in South

Vict Nam a. = national ” government having a defi-

nite political and social basis which could be made

viable by the huge technical and fina‘nCial means prt

at its disposal, a,nd by bloody repression of all oppo-

sltioIl. Wlth the downfall of Diem, all hopes of pre-

SerVmg such a basis were dashed・ Everything had

fallen to pieces and there remained only factions who

Were Cし1ttlng One a.nOther’s throats for personal ambi-

tions. L.B Johnson complained bitterly : = The South

Vietnamese oftcn seemed to have a strong impulse

towa’rd political suicide…　They had great trouble

trying to get together to govem themselves… I had

moments of deep discouragement, times when I felt



the South Vietna,meSC WerC their own worst

enemies・‥ (I)

工n South Viet Nam, aS in∴any coIonial a11d feudal

COuntry, the only organizations which had a popular

basis were either revolutionary or religious. The ca,tho-

1ic church remained thc only popular basis of a pro-

US gorvemment in Saigon. With the fall of Ngo Dinh

Diem, the church lowered its tone and its triumphalist

manifestations, but behind the sccnes, the CatllOlics

COntinued tohold key posts in the amy and admin-

istration and had a great influence on educational

establishments and soclal organs. The Catholic organ-

izations received the lion′s share of American a.id

gra,nted to this effect・ Nevertheless, with the deve_

lopment of the war and the intensification of atro-

Cities committed by the American troops, the Catho-

1ic community began to be stirred by various currents.

A large number of Catholics were nationa,lly minded

and did not blindly obey the hierarchy, and the

Vatican anxious for thc futし1rC PuShed for a morc

Subtle policy.

With regard to the Buddhists, they were much

morc heterogenou} For many centuries Buddhism has

not been the official religion of the country, but part

Of the population went to the pagoda now and then.

Nomally in f皿ng civil documents, mOSt Vietnamese

WOuld describe themselves a‘S Without a religion. But

under the Saigon regime, SuCh a self-description could

draw the suspICIOnS Of the police and cause trouble,

(工) Lyndon B. Johnson’J/aniage PoinらP. 65.

FROM l)IEM TO TIi[Eし上

as∴an athcist is llO=ar from beco皿ng zL reVOlution_

ary. For safcty’s sakc′ maIly PeOPIc declared tha,t

they wcre Buddhists, and tllis∴COnSidera‘bly swelled

the statistics.

As a patriotic rca,Ction a,gamSt the influence of

Catholicism, Which had become a state religiorl under

thc Diem rcglme・ al-d also as a solace amidst the

atrocities of repressjon and war′ ma【1y PeOPle turned

to Buddhism fmd considcred it a national religion言n

oppositio11 tO Catholicism commg from the West・

The Buddhist movement rapidly became the soIc

opposition force capa,ble of showing itself demonstra-

tively in urba‘n CentreS Without beiIlg eXPOSed too

much to police persecution. When by their combined

political and military action the revolutionary forces

had vigorously sha,ken the Diem regime’When Wash-

ington itself was about to put an end to this regime,

in I963 the Buddhist movement in the towns was in

cL POSition to give it thc coup de grace.

But thc movement ncver succeeded in cIosing its

ranks. It tried in vain to modernize its organiza,tion

on thc pa‘ttern Of the Ca‘tholic church but Buddhism

would not become a monolithically orga,nized religion

like Catholicism. On the political level, Wherea‘S the

Buddhist werc prompted by national sentiment・ their

leadcrs wcre very heterogcneous, SOme aCting out of

faith, Others out of political ambition・ The American

services were soon able to sneak their men into the

lea‘diIlg grOuPS・

The crumbling of Buddhism into opposing tenden-

cies wa,S fatal. What cemented the Buddhist movement

4VS42
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was national sentiment, What gavc it its strength in

]963 WaS the conjunction of its sIogans of opposition

to Diem with those of the revolutionary movement・

The fall of Ngo Dinh Diem created in some Buddhist

circles the illusion that thcy constituted thc only

tmly powcrfu】- POlitical force in the country. But in

1966’ When the Bし1ddhists in Hue and Da Nang

wanted to oppose the Sa‘igon reglme alonc’they were

soon crushed.

For the Americans, thc Buddhist movement or at

least its leading circles could servc their political

manoeuvres in a given conJunCturC; it could never

become a, maSS mOVement SCrVmg aS the basis for a

systematically reactionary policy to providc a true

socio-POlitica‘l basis for the Saigon reglme.

With regard to the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao sects,

their political a11egiance remained unstable ; the

majority of their followers were patriotica11y-minded

people, Whereas their leaders frequently had a

political attitude which wavered according to events・

Their regional character considerably limited their

possibiユity of action on a nation-Wide scale.

All hopes of creating a popular political basis’

revIVmg a decay⊥ng feudal class, Strengthenlng a

virtua,11y non-eXistent bourgeoisie and foming a

consistent political organization to back U.S・ POlicy

were vain. Even by providing large quantities of

do11ars, agricultural machinery’fertilizers and new

rice strains to the rural regions under their control,

the Americans could not create a stratum of rich

peasants, Of capitalist-tyPe famers : the war quickly

SWePt aWay {しIl that col-1d be cstablishcd. Nothing

Stablc could be set up so Iong as thc country was not

PaCificd・ What nec‘dcd to bc reinforced was the war

mtうChine and the pacifica‘tion apparatl喜S.

2. The M掴IOry-Bureau`I.a-i`-

As early as |954, Washington had set up a military

and policc apparatus capable of coverlng all of South

Viet Nam言t was the trump card of US policy in

¥′’iet Nam (See articIc on the Saigon Armed Forces).

The intensification of the war incrcased thc number

Of pcople evacuating the villages destroyed by Amer一

]Can bombs and toxic chemicals; this mass of refu-

gces was the main reserve force for thc Saigon a.rmy

and police.

Able-bodied refugces had no otller meanS Of living

and raising their families than JO】mI]g the amy and

the police ; it was not possible for them to desert as

thcir v班ages and crops had been completely de輸

血oyed. Thus the Saigon amy-regular, regional and

]ocaJ forces - increased in mmbers from |5O,OOO men

in ⊥954 tO OVer ha⊥f a m皿on in |965 and over one

-T亜ion in ]972・ By dint of bombing, SPraylng Che-

mjcals and completely controlling the Saigon ccono-

工ny, Washington was thus able to build a huge

military and police machine. All these forces were

的attcred in 5’OOO POStS Which literally chequered

thc country.

The main effort was then to supply that amywith

a body of completely trustworthy officers who were
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ready t.o c亀「ry out all ta誌s. Whiユe empIoylng local

troops, thc l竜一ICh ha‘d not glVCn the Victnamesc

access to the I-anks of o上flCerS ; COmmissiollCd rank

was reservcd for those who had Frcnch citizcnship

and whosc比milies hrd proved their loyalty. Thc

establishmellt 。f thc Bao Dal Ctrmy led to the form-

ation of {しbody of offlCCrS reCruited among the sons

of wcll-tO-do families who werc sent to French mili-

士ary schooIs for a convcnt,lOnal training.

Very fcw of these officcrs trained aftcr |95O COuld

become field officers: Only zL Very Sma11 number of

officers stemming from vcry rich Saigon fa‘milics

dosely bound to thc coIonial reg⊥me, and Frenchi-

fied in their mode of life, COし11d hold such ranks・

Besides these officers who were mostly of bouI‾geOis

stock, therc emerged littlc by little a ncw gencra,tio11

0f mcll bom from the war itself, As said above, aS

the war wont on, it took on lcss ftnd less the charac-

ter of a conventiona,l war and mOrC and more that

of a tota,l wa‘r against the population. The French

and the Americans were more and more in need of

Vietnamese commandcrs capable of carrylng Out

opera,tions which werc far from con、′entional : maSSa-

crc of the p。Pulation, dcstr`1Ction of villagcs, tOrturC

of prisoners, rOmd-uPS, WhoIcsalc arrests, COnCCn-

trations of population, all of them mixed in with

some demagoglC meaSureS・ In a socicty utterly dis-

ruptcd by a protracted war, it was not difficult to

find declassed men, adventurers rcady todo the

vilesしjobs providcd thcy satisfied thcir baser instincts.

The French could only work on a small scale’While

LhC Americans who had enormous fi11aIICial means

州ld claboratcly developed psychological &nd social

mCthods of action were able to step up the rccruit一

mCllt and training of thcse mw officcrs to turn them

nltu :l nCW SOCial stratum.

’Thc Saigon armcd forccs numbcr at prcse】1t mOre

lha′n 7O,OOO Officcrs induding IO,OOO ficld officers

描ld ovcr one hm1dred goncral officcrs. The admini-

Shativc apparat-1S is mllitarized ‥ COmmandcrs of army

(`(一一-PS, Of milita.ry scctors at provincial lcvd, and of

油)-SeCtOrS at district levcl, WCrC∴also province and

district chiefs who co喜丁CurrCntly assumed admiIlistra-

11VC‘ functions・ In thc provincial f血d municipal

(刑-1Cils, military men form thc maJOrity, eaCh com-

mlmC js covcred by a nctwork of milita,ry POStS and

POlicc sta.tions, the civil al]thoritics havl】1g tO Obey

thc military commandcrs言)rdcrs in all matters. In

S〔ligon thc leading posts in the govommont and admin置

1Siration are il-　thc hallds of o班cers言ncl11ding the

f11IICtion of presidぐnt of th。一〇ePublic. On top of the

go¥’。教-nment is a ‘‘ rcvolutio皿ry military council’’

Which takes all important political dc(、isions・

’=|uS, thc orders givc'n by thc US command had

冊lo~1賞C‘】- Io go thr。ugh thc‘ ngCnCy ()f a civilia,n

{l(lmi11i血ati(周tO -J〔告orwardcd to thc Saigon armed

forms佃。. il宣thc ficld言Lt P「OVincial or 。istrict le‘′eJ.,

t教lC'しJS mlitarv advisers∴∴COuld conduct operations

Without paymr a11y flttention lo thc rcactions of

civilia重lS.

Holding mil]tarJ iしS WCu us political posts, the

Officers laid hands油。 O-1 thc∴CCOnOmic maChinery



and used it to grow rich as quickly as possible. At

the lower echcIons, they made sizeable fortunes by

looting in the course of military operations, by

extorti11g mOney from suspects or prlSOnerS, by petty

theft of goods, materia‘ls and equlPmellt, Which wcrc

supplied in abundance by the U.S. The Amcricans

also received pay lists of pha‘ntOm units: a few

hundred soldiers fed up with thc war could leavc

a batta,lion for a, few months whilc thc commander

continued to pocket thcir pa.y. Two or threc timcs

more lorrics and othcr vchicles were declared dcstroy-

cd in ambushes than was actually thc case and the

surplus was sold・ As thc distribution of American

economic aid went through thcir hands, thc officers

also fcathered theiI‘ OWl- 11eStS in this way.

At higher levels, big opcrations werc the rulc言1丁十

POrt-expOrt liccnccs, trafficking in foreign currcllCics,

in drugs, COnStruCtion of buildings, Of big hotds,

ba,Ilking opcrations, large scale plundcl‾ SuCh as tha,t Of

the French rubber plantations during the invasion of

Ca,mbodia in I97O. With their fa‘milies and associates,

the senior officers pow form a new class of compra-

dores in Saigon much richer than thc pro-French

COmPradores of yorc. Their fortuncs amount toda,y tO

SeVeral billion pia‘St「CS With considerablc investmcnts

abroad. Therc is less gcnuincly industria,l or commer-

Cial activity than trafficking, Which proliferates in

often monstrous fashion undcr thc‘ inf止lCnCC Of US

intervention.

Supply of weapons, import of luxury goods, Of fcr-

tilizers, medicincs, drugs, dist「ibution of la‘nd duri[lg

the agrarian reform・ granting of exemptions from

milita.ry scrvicc and of cxit visas' PrOStitutior一, PrO-

motion to civilia,n Or military posts - all ser‘′C aS Pre-

text a‘nd opportunity for self-Cnrichment・ CorruptioIら

an intcgral part of thc regme, is thc truc motiva.tion.

We arc witncsslng the formation of a, military-bu-

rcaucratic - trafficking castc whose interests and

mode of life and thinking are cIosely bound to US

POlicy. Contrary to old coIonialism which based itself

on∴a feudal class bom from traditional Viet_

nameSC SOCicty, a, SOCiety which was most certainly

On the wa‘nC but wa,S deeply rootcd in thc country,

US neo-COIonialism has creatcd, Out Of nothing, SO tO

SPeak, by virtuc of its technical and fmanCjal power,

a new ca‘Ste Which scrves a‘S its mainstay, a Ca.Ste

Which draws its strength from US strength bし1t Which

lS afflicted with an incurable congenital defect, Since

lt COuld 11Ot Subsisし。nCe deprlVed of US aid. Iしis the

月Kha,ki party ∴ as it is nicknamed in Saigo萱1, Which

has repla.ced thc mandari一一S and nota‘bles of thc past.

3 The I「「esj章Iib寒e剛se of Nguγen Van Thieu

h the begimlng’thc Amer王ca11S COuld only make

use of the tooIs left by thc French, and thc November

I963 COuP WaS englneCrCd with Washingtoll’s collSent,

by the =old generals’’who hCld the key posts in

the　白revolutionary military col丁nCil’’ hcaded by

Duong Van Minh-

Thぐse ``old gencrals’’ such　描　Minh, Don, Kim,

Ⅹuan bo「I- Of weu-Off p「。-工寸c‘l}dI famillC'S, Cducatぐd



from childhood in FrcllCh schooIs, =md havmg adopted

Frcnch nationality, did not havc thc full confidence

Of the American services. They had had a dassical

military traimng ln Which little attention was glVen

to `` countcr-insllrger-Cy ” methods a.nd tactics ELS ela-

borated by thc Pcntagon cxperts. And above al⊥ their

POlitica,l loyalty to Washington rema,incd doubtful as
thcy wel‾C SO tied to FI葛anCe Lha=hcy werc unavoid-

ably subject to the mol-e Or less direct infl11enCe Of

thcir former `` protectors. ‥

Bし1t, aS de Gaullc Ioudly affirmed in 196工, France

WaS leamng tOWards a neutra,list solution ; neutralism

WaS also sprcading among the middlc classcs of Sai-

gonese socicty which wcrc cIosely linked to these
“ old gcnerals ’’. In his Janua,ry ], 19b4 meSSagC tO the

Saigon goverllmeIlt, Shortly after Dieln’s downfall,

Johnson wamcd it flgainst all neut]-alist velleities.
McNamaI・a　小out thc sa,me timc sent a reporしto

J‘ohnson ill Which he pointed out: ‥ The situation is

VCry dist11rbing. Cllrrent trends mlぐss revcrscd in the

ncxt two or thIでC mOnths, Will lcad to neutraliza,tion

at best肌d mOrC likely to a communist- COntrOlled

Sしate. Thc ]一eW gOVCmment is the grcatest source of

CO】1Cem. It is indecisi、′C and drifting・ ” (工)

As thc∴military situa‘tion worselled, aftcr the suc-

CeSSivc dcfeat.s of thc Sa’igon amy a工ld the heavy

demolition of stratcgic ha,mlets by thc r。bellious popu-

1ation, Washington had to find morc rcsolutc mcn to

Pし細rSuC its policy. Younger置nCn WerC Showing thc‘ll-

(J)コ’he P研Iのg。,l I,al,(「I′ら1). 27十・

i-nPaticncc and werc rea,dy to relievc the old ones.

O’一Ja-1ua‘ry 3|, 1964, Gencral Nguyell Khanh,一With

lhe help of Gcncral Tran Thien Khicm overthrew

Duong Van Minh in a quiet putsch; thc operation

WaS Carried out by Ngし事yen Khanh without much fuss

捕C工A had already g」Ven thc grecn light・ Nguyen

Khanh, 37, had served with the Frcnch and then

attended courses at Fort Leavenworth, in the USA.

lle was later promoted to a, POSt On the general sta,ff

Of the Saigon army and commanded a, division opera,t-

ing ill thc Mekong delta’. In particular, hc had the

co】lfidencc of General Harkins and was appreciated

by McNama,ra aS = having proved his deep knowledge

Of thc psychologica‘l, POlitical and cconomic elements

重1eCeSSary tO Win ¥′ictory. ’’(エ)

NguycII Khanh steppcd up warlike mcasures, Out-

lawed the neutralists and publidy approvcd the bomb-

】一Ig Of }orth Vict Xam・ A Victnamesc-American com-

mandwas setup (aunion ofhorsc andhorseman) to lead

十hc opcrations・ ▲A civilian q11isling, Xgし1yen Toll Hoan

Of thc Dai Viet party, WaS a,ttaChed to him to a,VOid

t`h・)Wingしoo muCh Of thC n〔}W gOVemmC`nt’s militarist

Charactc‘r・ Thc oppositio】1 Of thc masscs was strongly

shaking thc ncw zldministratlOn and the pushing for-

W{lrd of ci¥▼iliall PuPPetS Sl-Ch flS Nguycn To裏宣Hoal一,

′上、ral置Van Huong or上)hall H11y Quat, WaS tO llO aVail.

Powuhess, Nguyen Khanh w捕SaC]-ificed細d went

inlo exile m　工亘allee.

(重) T庇odore D】・甲(`r,引用`′ ‘,/ /)`一冊γ (F「()〕l。h tra]l油tio]「)

P・うり・
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In August ]964’a,t a SeSSion of thc白revolutionary

military council ” held at Vung Tau′ 57 Officers adopt-

ed a∴白cha「ter一’ affirming that　白thc army was

entr11Sted with thc task of guiding thc people ”. That

Charte宣“, regal‾ded as白having the value of a consti-

tution ’’ placcd legislativ。, eXeCuti‘▼e and judicial

POWer in the ha,nds of the milita’ry・・ The　=yomg

Turks ” ha‘d triumphcd・ In fact behl-1d these ncwhy-

PrOmOted y.om-g Officers was thc US policy which

held that to win the war, it was nccessary to havc a

POWerful and we虹structured military. dictatorship'

Washington sollght to avoid at all costs a collapsc of

the Saigon go‘'Crnment, a,nd official reports scnt to

the White House spokc of thc ‥ aggra,Vation of disscm

Sions a.嘉ld impotcnce in Saigon, thc dcfeatism a,nd rc-

Orientation of GVN officials, Who a‘rC admitting thC

POSSibillty Of thc cntrJ′・ of leftwillg dcments illtO

government &r-d c‘丁Cn the emcrgeI-Ce Of 2しPOPular

front reglmC. ” (工)

工)ersonal rivalries, indi¥▼idr]al ambitioIIS, alld scttle-

ments of accoし1ntS bctween the military and civilians

and inside the ca,StC Of senior offlCCrS COuld ol一⊥y

bc harmful to thc prosccution of the war. At a mc-

morable mecting with the Saigon gcncI・als Tay.]or let

it bc known that thc timc of personal qua,rrds had to

CI-d and that thc US would not allow any morecon-

SPlraCies ・

A白Sta’te Leadmg Committec ’’was set up with IO

generals, headcd by Nguyen Van Thieし1, a War 。abinet

(I)捕e Pの7la許′l [)a/)erらp.十33

Wa,S fomcd with Thieu as head of state clnd Nguyen

Cao Ky as prlme minister. The state of war was im-

mediately proclaimed, a SCaffold was crected in a

large square in Saigon as a warning to all opponents.

DipIoma,tic relations with Francc were severed. Sai-

gon officla11y asked the US to stre一一gthen its cxpedi二

tionary forces by 2OO・OOO mCn"

The Thicu-Ky ta,I丁dem grasped a11 powers in their

hands, PuI-ged the army and administration, StePPed

up their warlikc declarations and clamoured for in-

tensivc bombing of North Viet Nam. Il}　February

|966, at Honolulll, Johnson persoIlally mct Thieu aIld

Ky to publicly glVC the assurance that Wa,Shington

contmuCd to support them. Vicc-Prcsidcnt Humphrey

was then sent to Sa,igoIl tO 「Caffirm that position.

Johnson thus wanted to makc it clear that thc White
House wanted to have in Saigon a. stablc government

capable of efficicntly helping the US cxpcditionary

forces and tha,t all attcmpts at a putsch would l〕e

mthlessly suppresscd・

FoI- the military dictatorship so i冒1Stftlled was mcet-

mg With stro工1g OPPOSitioll from the broa.d maSSeS,

even in areas under thc controI of the US and SalgOn

troops. Pcrsonal ri、′alries contil-ued amo11g the gcnc-

rals. coIonels alld politicians・ Profiting from a Bud-

dhist protcst movement, Nguycn Chanh Thi, COm-

mander of thc First Amy Corps stationed in the

northernmost provinces, SCCCded with part of his

troops touching off a vcry serious crisis in April 1966.

The rebellion was crushed by Thieu and Ky with

American support・ Their harsh repression c坤lodcd



the j11usion nurscd by somc who bclicved that thc Bud置

dhist mo‘▼Cment by itsdf could lcad thc coul置try tO`

its liberation. Another gcncral, Nguycn Huu Co, Who

PIotted to ovcrthrow Thicu a‘nd Ky was sent as

ambassador t.o Taiwan. Thc timc hadgonc when thc US

SCCrCt SerViccs back putsches from bchind thc scencs

in the hopc of finding thc bcst horsc. At thc conferen-

CC Of satellitc countries hdd i書1 Guam ill March 1967,

Joh-1SOn Sang anCW [hc praisc of thc two mcn who had

bccn installcd in powcr. Lcgislative cIcctions on thc

Saigon pattcrn, that is,一mdcr the aeglS Of aI川biqul-

tous police forcc cver rea‘dy to crack down on the po-

Pulation a-1d a so-Callcd broadcmng Of thc ‥Sta‘te

Leading Com置nittc'ぐ” throl-gh thc {lddition of power-

less ci‘′iliaIIS, ga、′e thc l-eglmC CしdemOCI-atic fa9adcしひ

reassl丁re im ill-il-formed public oplnioI- in thc‘ Uぶ.

Au this did n(臆)t PrCVCnt tlle ri‘′alry between the two

me}l - Thic'u∴an(l Ky - from g]-。Wmg mOre aCute・

’上、hc cxereisc ‘)f s‘一Pre事11e POWer gllal・antC。d such

incomeS ilS tO makc it difficult to sharC‘ it with an-

Other ma.一l・ Fol- 1tS Part, Washi丁lgtOIl advocatcd thc

elcction’加lcast for fom’s sakc of ‥prcsidcntofthc

rep-1blic ’’, Which sharpened thc cxisting rivalries.

Thcrc WaS a real sc‘ttling of accounts betwec11 Thie11

and Ky dl-ring the prcsidcntial clections of Scptember

]967. ′rhc White Housc was amxiot軍S ‥ ‥A split in the

military forces caus。d by conflicting loyalties to the

two mぐ-1 COl-1d have disastr(川S C∩I}Seql事CnCeS ’; (1)

(車)∴lohnSOn, ()戸. 11t. P. 2e登

上rROM D工EM TO THIEし)

Bunker' thc US ambassador i喜- Sajgon, hcLd to inter-

VCne・ Hc summoned the Saig‘二)n genCrals a置ld said that

Washington wantcd o叫y a slnglc ticket for the a‘rmy

With Thieu topplng the list・ Ky bowed to this lnJunC-

tion. HowcveI-′ in March I968, Whcn the PeopIc,s Libcr-

ation Armcd Forces werc stormmg thc urban centres,

he plotted to o‘′erthrow ThlCu, Who was alcrted by

Bunker a,nd thc CIA. And ilS if by accident, an Amer-

1Can hclicopter fircd a rockct at a bし1ildmg Where

importallt men Of thc regmC, including Ngu)′-en Ngoc

Loan, the police director-gCneral同7ere meeting : it

WaS rC‘′ealcd that they werc all Ky’s men. Nguyen

Van Loc’a Civilian appointed prime mi量listeI-, a PrO-

士6g6 of Ky, Wa‘S dismissed and rc‘Placed by Tran Van

Huong, mOre Pliant to thc will of Nguyen Van Thieu・

Thieu and Ky′ trained a=he samc school, CamC

from the sa,me ranks and werc both comp⊥etcly un-

SCruPulous・ But Ky wdS nOt Sufficiently ‥ politlCauy-

minded ’’and often used offensive language in public ;

his praise of Hitler and his = cowboy’’manner were

unbecoming to a head of state whose job it was of

COurSe tO hcIp prosecute a war butalso to cover up

SOmC tOO blatant aspects of US coIonial policy.

Thieu was bom into a smal=andowner,s family in

SOutllem Trung Bo ; he enlistcd in thc Frcnch army

¥′ery yOmg tO fight a,ga,inst thc national libera,tion

丁nOVement. Aide-de-CamP Of the French general

Vanuxem known for his atrocities against the Vict-

na,meSC PCOPle, Thicu always sh。Wed grcat admiratlOll

and loyalty towards his superiors・ He becamc conver上

ed to Catholicism as he saw in that religion a uscful



stepplng-StOnC tO thc realization of hlS ambltions. He

ea.rned the confidcnce of Ngo Dinh Dicm who appoint-

cd him dircctor of the Dalat military school. Upon

his retum from a‘Vis王t[o theし丁SA he was glVぐn the

POSt Of deputy-Chief of staff and attracted thc a'tten-

tion of Maxwell Taylor by proposmg ln 1960 a Plall

to boIster up the ]-ightist faction in Vientiane・ He was

PrOmOted comma-1der of thc First Army Corps sta,-

tioned near the　ェ7th parallel and faithfl】lly served

Dicm’s brother, Ng(一Dinh Can’Who then ruled the

roost ill the reglOn.

I喜1 1963, When thc Die-n rCglmC WaS tOttering・ he

wa.s one of the pIotti11g generals j-1St aS he was one of

them whcn Nguyen Khanh overthrcw Duong Van Minh.

He was apprcciatcd by thc Åmericans less for his

martial qua‘litics than for his ‥ political qualitics ’’

and for his ca‘PaCity to scr‘Te WashillgtOn’s neo-COIon-

ialist dc‘Sig!1S言n disregard of all national or mOral

conside】rations. It should rlOt be forgotten that like all

the chieftaiIIS Of thc白Khaki party ∴ ′l`hieu, through

the agency of his wife and associates, WaS running

ma,Ilyしrafficking affairs and had a. Iarge fortune, mOSt

Of it depositcd in forelgn banks・

In 1967, Washington fomd in Thieu the man it

wanted. Just like thc Diem regime in the period from

工954 tO |963, the ’上、hieu reglme WaS Steadied by the

firm support of the US which wa‘S anXious to avoid

at all costs any political instability in Saigon in the

midst of a difficult war.

4. An A=●れ　さody

Though massively depIoy⊥ng its military power, the

US could not wipe out the revolutionary armed forces

and recapturc the whole of South Viet Nam’s terri-

tory, and the G工s could not stay indefinitely and in

SuCh great numbers in Viet Nam, With Richard

Nixon’s advent to power, it empIoyed a, neW Strategy

Which, after |968, WaS tO

」 destroy by bombs a,nd chemicals all matcrial

and human resources in the PRG controlled areaS.

The resistance would come to an end for lack of

resisters・ If the Americans lacked the military means

to rcoccupy these rcglOnS, a,t least they had the

means to make al1 1ife there impossible. For many

years, SCVeral thousand aircraft daily dumped bombs

and chemicals on vast reglOnS Of South Viet Na‘m :

- COnSiderably strengthen the Saigon army and

POlicc, the GIs staymg On long enough to protect

them during this accelerated growth ;

一by bloody pacification operations, destroy com-

Pletely the revolutionary and popular iIIIrastI-し1Ctul-e

in the areas Saigoii still managed to control. Once

the population was well in hand they would be

Obligcd to join counter-reVOlutionary organizations

and to turn their weapons against the PRG’s armed

forces.

The huge military and police apparatus formerly

set up was grcatly strengthened from Saigon down

to the smallest hamlets. Heads of hamlet were no

Ionger elected by the population but appointed by・
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the ccntral 。dministratioll. Public secur亘y alld the

press were ruled by cL host of decrees which litcrally

ticd up tlle POPulation. The most moderate elements-

bonzcs, Pricsts, We虹known intellectしIals - WerC

くarreStCd and deported・

In Iり72, a, 1ast-ditch effort was made to strcngthen

the power and posiしion of lhis neo-COIonia‘l ma‘Chinery

before the pull-Out Of US troops・ La,rge-SCale and

PrOIongcd bombings were carried out against North
Viet Nam cal丁S⊥ng heavy damage’and aid z皿ひuI血Ig

to five bi11ion douars was granted in the last months

Of 1972∴alone cnabling the Sa,igon armJ′● tO SeCurC

large (luantities of ultra-mOdern wa,r matCrial just

before the slgmng Of the Paris Agrcemcnt・

After March 28, I973, When thc la.st GIs left South

Viet Nam, there remained behind 25,OOO American

adviseI-S∴∴a.宣1d a.bovc all the c工lOrmOuS military

a11d policc machine-|,IOO,OOO men in the

armcd forces and　|30,OOO POlicemen - entirely

ma’intained by Wa,Shington. In two yea,rS, thc aid

grantcd by the US to the pro-US regimes i量I Southeast

Åsia was rc‘′ealed by US Senator Aspm aS amOmt-

1ng tO Cight billion dolla,rS Of which Thieu received

the lion’s share.

Gcrald Ford and Kissmger lcft no stone untumed

to wrench from zl rCluctant Congrcss as many dollars

in aid as possible for Thicu. This aid still amouIltS

to [.3 billion amually according to official figures・

If onc recalls that one billion dolla‘rS rCPreSentS about

One-third of the national incomc of a country like

South Viet Nam, One Can imagmC What could be

mainta‘ined by that sum, CSPCCiauy since the military

and police machinc ha‘d been set up as early as 1954.

It was the same machinc, SerVmg aS always WashiIig-

ton’s policy.

If Thicu is able to l肌IICh large-SCale military

operations, PraCtise a bloody dicta,tOrShip against

the population under his control’a’nd systematically

torpedo the Paris Agreement, it is beca‘uSe he conti-

nues to receive the sinews of war from the U.S. His

reglme is an alicn body, a CanCer implanted in the

bosom of the Vietnamese na’tion by a foreign power.

He is linked to Washington by an umbilical cord

through which he draw his life and which a11ows

him to do his cvil work.

Thc Thicu reglme mし1St bc overthrown and liqui-

dated at a,ny COSt ; it must be rcplaced by a gcnuinely

natiollal govemment ready to strictly lmPIcment the

Paris Agreement so that Viet Na,m ma,y reCOVer PCa’Ce

and national indepcndence・



The Saigon Armed For`eS

HOANG NGUyEN

後　- From the =Nalional Army音,,

書O lhe召Republiくan Army,,

Whcn peace was co工1Cludcd at Gcncva,in [954, the

=Na,tiona‘l Amy of Viet Nam’’was not c‘Ⅹa‘Ctly awe-

insplring m apPearanCe工t was almost eIltirely com-

POSCd 。I infantryme工I Si賞1Ce the air force, naVy and

hea,Vy artillery wc‘re PraCtically non-C‘Ⅹistent・ The big-

gest cons血uted u正t was thc‘ battali。n. Thcre wc‘re also

fivc MG’s’Or mObile gl-OuPS, Of sevcral battalions ea,Ch.

Troops received madcqし弛te traimllg-from tWO tO four

mo工lths only. This　=National Amy, was placed

mdcr French command as it w描only a白supple-

mentary forcc’’to lhe Frc‘】1Ch Expeditionary Corps

Wiしh w上1ich it had of co11rSe tO Sharc thc bitterness of

thc defeat atDicnBien Phu. That defeat ha,d had a

StrO11g mPaCt Oll the morこしIe of thc puppct troops

Who had bee【l a,lmost a11 prcssgangcd i一一tO the lrmy,

a-丁d was the reason behi-1(工thc largぐ-SCalc disintcgra.-

tion withill thosc |7O,O。。-man am(、d forces iI宣July

工9与4・

The responsibility for revamplng this dilapidated

forcc lay with thc AmeI.icans wh。Se MilitLlr〉・ Aid

Advisor)/. Group (MAAG) had bcc宣l installed ill Sa,igon

as early as |95|. Thc tl-a,l]Sfer of power from French

to Amcrican ha-1ds wとIS legalized by a February 1955

牲CC‘ment, Signcd betwcen General Ely on the one

]一and and Ngo Dinh Dicm and his Ya.Ilkcc protcctors

OIl thc other’Which entrustcd thc Penta‘gOn With the

task of orga‘nizing cしnd tra,imlg the sa‘igon Army.

Fre11Ch influcncc was further wcake重lC‘d by・ the crush-

1I-g Of thc Binh Xuyen bandits in Aprll I955, and

冊re eSPeCially by thc l-CrnOVa,⊥ of Bao J)rli. He was

raplaced by Ngo Dinh 。iem who becm1C Pl-eSident of

"1eWly-fomdcd Rcpul〕lic towards thc cnd of the

SamC year・ Thc fathel- Of this rc‘COnstituted army,

renamed　=Amy of thc R叩llblic of V⊥et Nam・,

生RVN)’WaS indisputably Gcnぐral O’Dalliel, Hcad of

M▲らしAG・ The membership of his ‥advisory∴grOuP・,

Ixpidly rose from 2OO at t.hc |954 a‘mlStice to 39工in

Scptember I955’a了一d 699 in Fcbrlla,1y |959. S…1ty○

○lle PerCent Of them wcrc high-ra‘r品1g officcrs, their

[otal number almost cqualllng that of high葛ranking

Officers in Diem’s amy at the cnd 。f I957.

Washington thus Iost no time in dcvotil]g its cfforts

しo the csta,blishmcllt Of thc pし丁PPet aI華∴ UI宣der-Se-

C教eta.ry. Of Statc Robertso11 iI- a SPCeCh t() thc∴‥Amer-

ican Friends of Vict Nam= ol直航上, I95() dc。こしred:

白0冊efforts are d]rCCted flr筆I o士f皿towとLrds he⊥p置

」ng to sustai丁l tllC i11temこ高(、C丁1rity皿oし1gh a rcgular

amyof about I5O,OOO ]11el吊mObi]c uril guard of

SOmC 45’OOO and local dc▲fellCC tlnits w上1ich arc being

fom1Cd to glVe PrOtCCtion agalIISt Subvcrsion at village

level… ’’



While infa‘ntry rema‘ined the ma‘il‥うlement of the

regular ar上ny, mOre importa‘一1Ce WaS atta,Chcd to the

Creation of a.11 air force and a navy, 。f 4,5OO men

each, in addition to ma,rines and paratroopers・ The

FormosaIl and South Korean armies were taken as

modcIs for thc Saigon army whosc offlCCrS and

troopsmen were now subjectcd to intcnsivc training m

milita‘ry SChooIs a,t Da Lat, Thu Duc, Nha Trang and

at the Qu種ng T]‾ung base in S正gon. Thc first divisions

SOOn Came into being to be followed by army corps・

This was　=to tra,nSform the ARVN into a modern

army capa,ble of meeting the rcqu⊥rementS Of a, mO-

dem war’; (Z7meso/ V毒t Na肌∴Ma,rCh l, r958).

Strcss wc}S a,lso laid on thc sctti-1g `1P Of白security

forccs‥ (bao a′4) with cquipment simila‘r tO the

regulaI‾ infantry plus somc cIcments of artillcry,

and of “civil gua,rds’’(d初出e) i11 Vi⊥1握es.

By r96o, the Sa,igon a,rmed forces consistcd of :

- Rcgula,I- am1y

- Security forces

- Civil guards

- Policc

工7与,000工nen

60,000

工○○,〇〇〇

4与,0○○

Meanwhile a mし1ita,ry i[1frastructurc wdS built up

With a whole network of roa,ds a,nd military, a,ir (Tan

Son Nha,t in the first place), naVal (Saigon, Da Nang,

Cam Ra-1h) and logistica,l bases capable of cventua11y

recelVlng G工s and prepa,rmg for the “March on the

North’;

The ]96o concerted uprlSmg howcver provided

ample proof of the inefficiellCy Of the classica.l neo-

COIonialist methods of repression which were being

applied by lhe pllPPCt army. ’rhe `・spc'Cial w訂・ wa.s

COnSeqし1el丁tly.一1ule持shed, uSmg this samc amly as its

mai11 i【1StI’11量-1e11t With an adjoining body of US advi_

SerS - 2’0。Oi-1 I96工a{ld 3(一,OOO i11 I965. Ncw war

materiels wcI.e∴SllPPlied to it, making possible the

乙IPPlication of n()W tactic`S∴∴CISPeCially †he use of

h弓ibornc`　f。rCC‘S.

Saigon troops reached at t,ha,=lme (|965) the

237’OOO mark, for the regula,r amy alone, Or 56o,OOO

lf all categoric`S言ncludi。g thc ncwly crea‘ted ‥ special

forces ∴ are takel「 into account.

The failure of thc ‥spccial war” compelled the

AmericailS tO Sta’rt the ‥ l。Cal war ,, as from ]965

W⊥th thc massivc introduction of US troops -18o,OOO

in latC |965　risl11g tO OVer half a millioIl in late

⊥968. Thc ba,dly s壬lal=en PuPPCt army WaS rebuilt

(しgain and maintained at the level of I965. At the

moment of thc fiasco of the =local war ∴　the Yan-

kee aggressors thus dlSPOSCd ill Sol丁th Viet Xam of

mOrC tha†l OnC m皿o11 men (US a11d satでIlite troops,

刷d thc SalgOn r(、即Iar虹my).

u運der lhe Signboard of =Viel∩qmizalion,,

ReplacingJohnson a-1d apply⊥ng thc doctri丁le Which

bし、榊S his name, `ixon ・・Victnamizcd '’the wa]・, re-

l)lこICiすlgし1S soldicrs by indigenous troops, at thc rate

Of onc Americ.an foI- tWO S壇oncse.

This bulldi噂up of the puppet a’rmy WaS u〃1der-

[こ庇en with thc assistaう1Ce Of an abundant body of US

証vIS占守∴Pl・CSC‘nt a‘t高l (一dlC`lo11S, from thc General



Staff dow▲1 tO the ba‘ttalioIらfrom the tactica⊥ reg⊥On

down to military sub-S。CtOr. Each i萱lfa,11try division

WaS allotted 5。 advisc‘I-S′　amOng thom Cight wel.C

high-rallking officers and ]5 jし111io]- OIIC*∵」、he mmbc】・

Of advisers was much higher foI-当nari11e ” a,11d ・卑ra-

troop divisions ”. At tうle Seat Of the Gcnera,l Staff,

there was onc four-Star US Goneral, Lwo thrce-Star

generals (for Opcra‘tion and Pacification) and some

dozen two-Star gCnerals, nOt COu証iIlg numerOuS COlo-

賞丁els, maJOrS, CtC工n al・l′ for the regular arlny Only,

the US sent 3,50O O担CerS tO South Viet Nflm amOng

Who-11 WerC 3工g(〕重lCrals・

TllC W血d一-owal of US troops staI・とi!lg from 1968

WaS Phased o‘lt i11 Sl丁Ch a wa′申ha‘t ]10 Sllddc工l Cha噂e

Shol-1d bc fdt i'l the transitio山pcriod, a,nd the

PrCSellCe∴Of US troops beslde S{11gO〕1C‘Se Sr)ldicI-S dllr-

111g the remaim一一g yC…LrS W点し() I)じfし1吋CXPIoited t(,

train thc la宜er. ’l’llC trZ。1諒u` 。f L)a据tOOk place

gradually ; t上しe tl・allSfeI- o吊CS理lSibl埴v for grou11d

OPCratiom iTltO 。しe hamIs o川le S紅L即n∴a‘my WaS

COmPIcted m [()7工; m Mal-Ch I972, Mc‘l、in Laird,

the11上人fcncc Scerc‘tary’COuld am10m1し直llal Tllieし言

Army wdS a,b(ut tO tとしke o旧eSi〕mSibi⊥ity fo‥l航しl

OPCratl。nS a-1d the gl-CLl(ter Pこしl.1扉air sし1PPOrt fligh1s.

Al=his was dcsigllCd to m症e iL possible to l-C血。C

thc皿nbe「 of US military whisers.山上9(59, a SPe-

Cial aid amounti11g tO 258 m皿on dolhrs冊s gra而(・ll

by Xixoll for th‥nOdcmizutinn o川1e S厘oll Am子

(Reし1ter同Iarch I9, [()69).

A fralltic pressga‘nglIlg CaIT甲LlgJl reStlltcd ill ra]〕id-

1y raislng thc cffective forccs∴。f thc puppct army

THE S_¥IGON ARMED FORしES

to nca‘rly onc m皿oll men tOgCther with a-1 equal

number of pa‘ramilitaI・y CIcmcnts in rural and urball

militias. Fo11ow⊥1-g is thc brea,k-dowll foI・ all the

Saigo11 fLrmCd fo重-CCS at thc ti丁ne Of thc sigmng Of the

Paris Agrcement in JanuaI-y |973 :

Rcgular forccs

includmg :

- Infa11try

- Navy

」 Air Forcc

Security forces and civil guards

Police

340,000 men

220,000

39,000

4工,〇〇〇

350,0○○

工2与,○○0

Popular defencc morc tha.n a millioIl

(3OO’OOO With arms)

Let us now cxuni11e eaCh of thcse catcgories・

The γeg初r /0γCeぶ’misslOn is to dcal maiuly With

regulal「1証s of t上⊥e Libcratio。 Army. Thcy conduct

COnVentiollal-tyPe OPerations, COOrdina‘ting∴ Va,1-ious

5CrVices餌1d arms, b‘1t WhemleCeSSary rcsort also to

gl丁erl11と‥11Cthods lnd countcrillSurgCnCy tactics, Par-

tlCularl). in pa‘Cificatio工l OPeratiollS: ’I‘hc ARVN com-

PrlSeS　|j dil′isions in a11, a,nd Sひuth Vict Nam is

diヽ▼idcd by thC S証gon &dminisしratio】1 1nto four ta,C-

tical rcgiOnS COrreSPOndi11g tO four army corps・

Reg事用al /orces∴alC tO OPPOSe thc zしmed pcople’s

Patriotic movement・ Faced w皿thc various popular

forccs, American strategists must fi事ld cIlOugh mcn to

kcep a tig土1t CO11trOI over thc populaticmin both town

and colmtrySide・舟llO}1g引lC rCgional forccs, those

CIoscs=o thc regular amy a,rC thc seCurity forces,
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grouped into　38o battalions, a-1d a 11umber of multi-

battalion units ; they arc well cq‘llPPed and designed

to deal wiLh tlle PLAF I-eglOna,l foI‾CC|S. Bol‾dcrra砂geγS

mImbering about twcnty ba,ttalions opcratc in bo宣.der

rcglO!1S Which are mostly mountainous・ ’rhe C初l

g伽aγds (da,11 Ve), Whose principal ta,Sks IS tO fight

against gucrillas or revol¥ltlOnary Self-defcnce forma,-

tions, arC aCtivc at the grass-rOOtS level whcrc they

PrOVide support to puppct a‘dmillistrative authorities.

There are about　4,OOO Platoons of cjvil guards who

arc in fact professional mlitarymcn. Members of the

クeoクIe’s sel手de佃1Ce /orce (phollg ‘′▼e dan su) on the

other hand, are Civilians　▲All able-bodied men a.nd

WOmen, from 15 tO 5O, are fol-Cibly el‘rOllcd illtO SuCh

groups. Whlle continuing their dailywork, they must
devote part of their timc t(‥nOmting gしIard, Pa-

trolling, gathering intclligcnce rclatcd to revol11tionary

bases or to ordinary citizens li‘′lng ln theiI- Villa,geS

Or StreetS・ They constitutc a large reserve foI「 the

Other kinds of puppct amed forces・ Out of a,million

members of the people’s self-defence forcc, SOme

3OO,OOO are equlPPCd with gし丁nS, grena‘dcs, CtC・ ’rhus

in South Vict Nam an experiment in　=a‘m11ngthc

PeOPle ‥ in a‘ COuntCr-re、▼Olutionary SenSC is being

COnducted by● the US impcrialists・

Thc Sクec;al Fol′CeS mC‘rlt this titlc by their orga-

nization, lcadership, training and operating mcthods

They were bom from a coIICePtion of J. F. Kcmedy

applicd first to the US　=Green Berets’’-Who

WerC, by the wa)′・, thc first spcciこしI forces iIIStr11CtOrS

i丁l both South Viet Nam llld Laos」削ld werc ullder

direct US co皿11としnd. Subjectcd to a meticulous train-

11丁g a,nd (、PCratmg in commando tc`amS, CarCfし-11y

indoctrinatcd w」th ultra-rCaCtionary. politic記工heori(、S,

thcy are mOStly. grouped i-1 COmPanics and言n somC‘

rarc ca,SC‘S言n ba.ttallO11S.

Somc are specialized in carry⊥ng Out border acti-

vitics. othcrs work cxclusivc‘ly With the Central

I十ighlands minoritics and sti⊥l othcrs 21re traincd for

spy⊥ng a‘Ctivitics agalnSL tllC liberated zone and Xorth

viet Nam. Fo11ow⊥ng the withdrawal of the GIs the

command of thc special forces, Whose total effective

forces clrC mOre tha.n IO,OOO, WaS ⊥I・anSferred to the

Sa.igor‖nilitary Junta・

I)olice /0′CeS reCeive special拙elltlOn from Washing-

ton. They constitute an important c‘lcment of the

puppet armed forccs, thc∴信first line ofdefence

agains=he patriotic movcment, in the eyes of US

stra‘tegists・ Thc Saigon police is thc rec】Plent Of spe-

cial aid, its membres are trai宣led in special schooIs,

eithcr i量l the United Sta,teS (at thc International Police

Academy in Washington among other places) or on

the spot・ Thcrc are thrce branches of the police :

thc police proper’reSPOnSiblc for mainta.imng law and

security, the field police - a mObilc force of about

3O,OOO men With amoured ca.rs and helicopters very

active in pacificatio11 OPerations, a-1d, finally’the

special policc’Or SeCret POlice’COntrOlled by言上、hicu’s

tmSted agc工丁tS and cnJOy.⊥ng largc powers over the

people,s livcs・ Thc total numbぐr of policemcn of all

ki「1ds is 125,OOO. Besides this, a llC`tWOrk of = peopIc’s

intelligc萱lCe ,, has bccn sct up to compc‘l e‘′erybody

to scrvc the police in one way or thc othcr.



Ii - TheForma'ion o白he Saigon

Armed Fo「ces: WaγS qnd Means

The Pcntagon’s objccti‘γC WaS tO SCt uP Pl丁PPet

armed forccs powerful c-1Ough to co]1fIO量lt and flnal⊥y

CruSh the patriotic armcd forccs whosc resoll′C alld

Ca,Pabilitics had beeIl demo】1StITもted in tlle COurSe Of

the fight against I十ellCh coIo工1ialism.

Matc`rial l-1d mrこしI means wcrc used to this c11d.

US imperia,llS11吊as 1101 be。n i一一こしny Way Stll「gy

in its provISioII Of wur ma‘tel-1al諒) thc Sa‘1gOI再OOPS.

The best prochlCtS Of US wa吊し。lJ両og辛are put in{o

thc hands of t]1e A王子VN w」li(、h i…OW l-こしnked虹st

alnOng US cljcnt col吊1trie登111 I冊可h細Oll‥eSPCCt.

air fo工-CC (工,8oo証tI種ft of拙killds),冊)l申)OO ShlPS

Of all sorts), ar拙し、工-y, tank主し一1d lしmO11.`。d whi諒e.

S乙Ligon∴POSSeSSeS I弓, Ho」証craft, M48　tanki,

エ55mm・ alld I75mm.血iユ⊥crr a11d塙c‘ l:血S白IIOdcIs

。f clectrollic te五co賞丁丁1用品c`証(用S　…(l吊om1証()Il

dc‘Vices.

H〇re is 。ne CXそしmPle …佃g t」⊥(用umds¥正ic`11 Shows

tllC amOuユ1t Of cffort雌p。血Id中山(、 [)c血gon i事l

favour of iLs Saig佃mCrCe11arie台上1=hchc‘gm11ng

thC mCl-CC上IaI・ics wし、re g⊥VC】1 th。 St佃d虹d GI rifl。

Ⅵγhich wこしS tOO big for Lhcil-担声iCal sしa血・e. A first

imovation pI-Oduccd t工IC (工片言R-I5, a.lrcady (掴l(、

一】ltra-rapid type and bCt⊥e⊥一11ii(、d t(亘IIC Vict]1amC‘Se

Stf血rC. Bl丁t Kc】mCd声　b…=　trut mndc a f旧thcr

improvcmcnt・ ScIccting Viet Nam as a laboratory

for c‘XPCrimcntillg Wlth　‥ comlter-insurgc獲lCy War ”,

it c‘事ltrl⊥Sted AmerlC蝕l SCICntists臆-白scjc量丁tific mcrcc_

naries’’ as thcy werc cal・lcd by ccrtain aし1thors -

With thetaskof prcpl…1g a SO-Ca,lled “ ProjcctAgile ,,

Which sent a Rescal-Ch　{⊥1-d Dcvelopment Ficld Unit

- Vict Nam (1宣1 Short RDFU-l「) to So11th Vict Nam.

This unit sし丁CCCCdcd in considcrably improvmg the

ColtAR一工5 and tur11ed it into thc famo1丁S M.ェ6 which

lS nOW tO bc fol⊥nd　油丁10St C‘‘TeryWllere in South Vict

Nam. Itis to bc m)ted thal thc M|6　ha.s thc sa,me

effccts a,S the dmしl-dlm1 L)111lc圧prohibitcd bJ'血ema-

tiom1 1aw(工)・

Bllしthe Americ〔冊kn()‘T・ bcししc‘r thun u時Oユ1e CIsc

thaしwllaJt m諒、S th. Slre噂t[l Of a‘11 amy is abo、▼C

all it登】11OI-し直　c用〔l山肌　thぐW。しr lil Sol江hL TICt Nam

CamlOt bc∴ⅥT。「し筆Olし卑し)ト十11丁1山里mC‘um. HしIIICC t⊥lC

apccial imp冊し肌ee altached b車hem t(川hat lS Callcd

by S出g。工主用再101〇両や同工`・ p(加ic五w拙

W点上lin岨3 5{しigol上今宮n丁‘冊k‘r th(寸¥…1(止, therc

張出( 、上し†l (宜)l.y、‥)墨工-1izこ高)11 j工Iし上le　出gh Conト

mand, l問I丁記しhr∴朝()記ÅctlOn Depurtl11Cn仁which

WaS trlしIl証)…立I車r it (lccision tこしkell in量子ebl-uary

工954 i証O l五・`門"刷弓)ep乱rtmC11し” IL was only

aftcr岨c tI急白士㍉丁吊p()¥問- i証o Llle Pcllta,gOll’s hands

(I) S(、e MIC証el K点r(、 : =1(/y　"i勅ol!! ]らl(ら　FlrSt Vlllねf;e

上fooks, I972 E(1証o」1. I甲. 2工9-22O.



tha,t that rathc‘r narrow coIIC「P=VaS widcncd, and

thc Genclra上。cpartmont foI」)oJ.itic小品r wa,S Creat-

ed - PSyWar bぐiIlg OI「ly o量le型ect of political war-

Wlth aJgenCics m al"hc lowcr cch。oI-S Of thc armJ∴

1‘his Ge-1C'1-al 。epartmcnt, mdc‘r Ngllyen Van lhiou,

rcceives directives fro-11 thc ‥l)residc‘nt of thc Re-

Pllblic ’’hi]一1SC‘1f・ Its hc‘fid is, Of coし1rSC‘, a. high-r油ung

gcneral cllJOylng l‘hleu’s conflde11CC. Let us listcn to

thlS geI峨I1 1十a,n Van Tru-1g CXPO‘1ndiI〕g his own

=ⅥIe ha、・e to dcal wjtll a rCVOlutionary. war - a,

War in which two diffcrent ideals collfro裏lt eaCh other.

In this war the mOral 。cmcl}t-COIlfiden6e in our

PUlitical reglmC‘ -言s a, dccisive facto工∴ 1herefore we

have the dし1ty tO highlight our good cause among our

SOl。iers as w。l as∴拙0]一g t上IC PeOPle, SO aS tO u11ite

them in a, Platfom of anti-COm皿一ist, anti-fcudal

(i e・ agとしiI刷尋O。zしi 」⊥yら両-COJ.or血(王・e. agai置うSt

thc Frcnch-且y) stru舘⊥c.,, ‥1`his wa.r is of a

SPCCiとLl厨ld, ’, added Tran Vこm TrしIllg, “hc c`王lemy・

has the sこ1111C∴Skin coIollr’is of thc szlmC racc &S WC,

and is often linked toしIS b)/・ famjlytlCS・’’

Trmg went on to criticIZe言`Those offle。rS Who pay

no hced to p(油cこしI war, Who are interestcd o中y‘ in

glVlllg taCtica1 1eadcrship, Who say ‥ `J wa重lt tO hear

nO mOre Of political w証Lct me condl丁Ct OPerこ高ons

and bring back trophies a-1d wa,r booty,・,,

In any miしof the ARVy, L†lC∴SeCOnd in command

dirccts thc ‥pol⊥tlCal war. ” Each battallOn has 25

men rcspons⊥blc fo‥illS Wlr. A nctwork of specializ-

Cd officc‘rS Was Sぐt ‘1P : yOmg grこ血atC`S Of third-level

general edし1Cation schooIs comし一一g from good familics

(that is, With no ties with thc Communists) are

recrし1ited and put into = political war ” schooIs wherc

they a,rC taught about political theory, law’the

PreSS, PrOPa‘ga,uda, etC. All officcrs oll the active list

must follow ‥political waI- ’’courses ; COIonels a-1d

generals are IlOt CXCuSed and spccia,l courses are

conducted for them in thc Tationa,1 DefellCe College.

The aim is to instil a strong political motivation into

all army officers so tha‘t tl巧手may ]一1 tl冊i11doctri-

nate thcir soldiers.

For the ra‘l庇and file, POlltical c‘duccltion sessions

are organizcd・ H肌dbooks tcach them how to arrange

collectivc life in thcir units (compa,Ily, Platoon, CtC"),

how to conduct fL∴meC‘ting, Selcct　``ouLstanding

fightcrs, ” orga-1izc clecti〇°S, feasts, holidays, Pa,r-

ties, C‘tC. ’rhe objcctivc is, aS WflS StrCSSCd in orIe

ha,ndbo()k published in 1966’tO ‥ rこしise good qし1alities,

forge thc soし11, Streng血cn mity' improvc the morale

of our fightcrs, inculcatc in them the sensc of nation-

alism, reSPOnSibility, hOnOur, make them understand

where the right ca‘uSe lics andwhcI-C thc wrong cause‥;’

It is easy to notice, through thc pa,geS Of that hand-

book, a barely veiled imitation of thc mcthods used

in thc libera,tion∴a‘rmy., but 11OW Pu=O thc scrvice of

Yankce neo-COIonialism. Thc = po.1itical war ’’takes

as its targcts not o-11y thc puppet troops・ but also

the troaps of th〇 Othcr sidc (tha,t is the Liberation

Army) and the popula‘tion at large・

It borrows methods from a11 sources : eXPerienccs of

pacification and encouragement of desertion aCquired



VTE’「NAl[ESE STUDIES

by Magsaysay ln hlS Cal-1Pし岬1棚i雨the Huks,

WayS Of co11しrOlllng thc pcople {し1-d scparating them

fl‾Om guer批s t-Sed by thc British in Malaysi叫t js to be

rcca批d that Sir Robert Thompson becamc Nixon,s

adviscr ill CO‘1nter-insl重rgenCy Warfarc and visited

South Viet Nam more皿萱丁0I-CC‘) Goebbels・ propa-

ganda pr⊥nCipIc‘S, Organizatioll Of ‘・political war,, in

Chiang Kai-Shck,s TalWan Amy, CtC.

Falsif】C症On Of facts, Shcer lics, apPeals t。 basc

instlIICtS, SedllCtion b}・ the (丁ollar,・・・ eVerythi重lg WaS

mObiIizcd to serve ``political wlr,,・ To gc`nCratC ha-

tred of the comm丁11ists 2LmOng J′・OしIng Officers, films

こ汀C PrOjectcd showlng SO-Cal」ed V⊥Ct C。ng bchcading

Or d読mbowcllmg PCOple - in fact thc bしItChers arc

Saigo11 “C割(toI-tureI-S) llLtl-Ca鳥11g gl丁er王llas who h。V。

fallcn into th。ir hands・ 1llC SPC`CtatOr 。an sc‘e Only

thcir backs.

But p宣・OPagaIl血is where most缶forts are directcd.

A11 tech】1ical means- all artistic and li如ary forms,

are cxploited‥ lcaflets with faked photos ; radio

transmissions by the∴‥Republica置1 Army,, and other

radios hidingし111dcr the cover of p「皿ica⊥ partics or

grouplngS ; loし1d-SPeakcrs attached to helicopters

fly川g b理工ght over arcas though吊o bc encampments

Of llbc‘ratioll CしmyしInits a丁「d L)rOadcasti裏丁g rOmantic

SOngS dcsignrd to crcalcl homcsick丁1eSS ; SPrCading of

falsc rumo十〇rS by ‥mou血lo mo11th,, methods ; C‘Ven

the capture of XoI-th Viet丁l九m-SC‘ fishermen ol「 tllC

high scas to be later sc‘t free so thal thc‘y Should

Carry back insidious propaganda on the “benevolencc,・

Of the Saigon a`1thoritics and the US way of life in

thc South. WI‾iters, artists, POetS and dramatists a,re

forcibly cmrOlled in the ARVN to scrvc this psywar

PrOPaganda cffort・

h all =clea-1111g-十-P’’ and paclfication operations

白political war’’tea喜丁lS havc a ]-OIc to pla‘y‥　COmbin-

ing demagogy alld I-叩l-eSSion, they Classify the in-

habital-tS in accordancc with their political behaviour,

track down melnbers of thC Resistancc and patriots

and recr11it new agents for thc Saigon reglme by

dallgling their dullars to buy up some individuals, Or

braIldishing ihcir pistoIs to frighten (克hers. Sha,ring

respo11Sibilitcs with　=pa,Cifica,tion tc‘amS’’trained a,t

Vung Tau, thcsc detachmelltS Of thc ARVN also try

to “neutralize’’suspected militants of the Revolution.

The esscntial aim is not to win them over to the Sai-

gon ca‘uSe, but to render them ineffective in the eyes、

Of the local people a11d even of thcir higher a丁Ithori-

ties・ A le†ter se†1t tO (‾mC Of　でhosc militants thanking

him for a:service rc11dcrcd to thc =govcmment’’, a,n

invitation for hlm tO attend a din宣ler at the residence

Of thchea.d of a　``paclficd’’ village, Or Simply the

i丁ISCription of his mme, Without his conseIl十, On the

membershlP ljst of a p]‾0-govCmmellt Organization -

thesc¥ arC C‘丁10ugh for th(らntcntions of those concemed

to be q11CSt即1C‘d b)/. C‘VeI・y body∴

Quite s品)し]・、 mぐ、しhods are sometimes uscd to l-eCruit,

in thc most l⊥く)mral ma‘mCr, yOmg men into rcgional

Para,military f佃皿ti佃s : a∴yOmg man, for insta,nCe,

is lnVited to jo111 OllC Of thesc orga,nizatiollS・ He re-

fuses. No c。erCion is (祖rricd out, hc is only requested



to keep a gun with a’fcw cart工・idgcs in his house. Thc

young ma‘n ta,kes care noししo Lol-Ch thc wcapon’but a

few weeks later, he is tempted by curiosity to havc

a try-tO Shoot a wild animal with the gun for iiト

stancc ; he must confess his decd to thc local parami-

1itary chief" The latter docs not blame him, instea.dhc

glVeShim new cartridgcs alld invitcs him to a hunting

Party. In this wa,y, the young man is step by step

taken into the system : Starting with hunting beasts, he

will endup with h⊥1nting mcn- the Vict Cong’and

becomlng a member of the security forces‥・

The Puppe書　Soldier

Thc lleW SOldier, generally recI.しIited by force, has

to go through intcnsive military. tl・ailllng for quite a.

long period if he is to joill SPeCia‘lizcd scrvices, Para-

troops or marines・.. At thc samc timぐhe is glVen

POlitlCal indoctrination.

This∴白brain-WaShing‥ is not w」thout prod‘1Cmg

certa‘in effects on thc puppet soldiers… They are in

general of a low cultural stこ…dard: 10　PCrCent Of

soldicrs a,nd NCOs arc illiterate according to sta‘tis-

tics takcn m a, number of Saigon milita,ry units・ They

are moreover very young: 6o percent of thcm are

betwecn 17紬ld 25. Their cla.ss orlgln, in most cases,

is not the labouring peasantry or the working class.

They are rather the city poor’former peasa.tltS drivcn

off their land as a result of US bombing, then

.accustomed to earn their living in town in cこしSual joL)S

`(more than 5O PerCent Of them). Al鼻this expla,ins thc

THE S-1IGON ARMED FORCES

impact of thc Sa‘igon propaganda on thclr mi。ds・

Somc of them are finally lntOXicatcd by工t OW111g tO

thcir mOdc of livi†1g a.nd thcir intellectual stalldards・

They a]一e mOrCOVer kept almost totally i11 the dark

as to t⊥lCPOlicy of the NFL and PRGand eithcr havc

llO idcこしOf what the Libcratioll Army is or bclicve

the idca,S fol-Ced on thcm b夕their superiors : that it is

a gang of murdereI・S, klllcrs, CtC.皿e most obtuse

amo11g them Sinccrely bclicve tha,t they al-C fighting

for indepcndonce and freedom aga,111St白anti-11ational

a11d totalita.rian communism ”, and do not know who

is the aggressor and who is thc victim of aggr。SSion・

Others think that ThicしI is, a,t WOrSt,白too dependent ’’

on the Americans without bcing their agent, and that

in the present-day world,白dcpendence ” upoil a big

power is something quitc nomal・ Ma,ny. Of the rallk

and　拙e arc simply. indifferent to all political

PrOblems・

But the bulk of soldiers a,nd NCOs remain immune

to the propaganda ca‘rried oll by their commanders,

sillCe SCeneS Of da,ily lifc in South Viet Nam’s aI-my

and society revcal to them so much of the truth・

1干上llanCial measures, Of which only rich Amcrica is

capable, also exert a considcrablc effect on thc pup-

Pet SOldiel∴ Whole rural area‘S are PIoughed up by

bombs・ def⊂庇ited by toxic chemicals・ m皿ons of

peasants are driven out of theiI・ Villages to take

refuge in thc tow⊥lS, and this ‥ forced urbanization ’’

is morc often than ]10t aCCOmPanied by proIonged

unempIoiment・ In such circumstances, the Army. of-

fers one means for survival, a Sala,ry Which is not too

6VS42



VIETNAMESE STUL)工ES

Jow i-1 COmParison with what onc used to cam, nOt

counting other economic advantages !

Each soldier is paid 8,OOO Pia‘StreS a mOllth, With

an cxtra allowance of |,2OO Piastres for his wifc and

J,OOO Piastrcs for cach of his children up to thc fourth

onc. Each month the Quartermaster General’s dcpart-

ment supplies him with a qua‘ntity of rice, meat・

sしIga‘r and cigarcttcs, either free of cha,rge, Or at half

pricc (1)・ AccordiIlg tO Olle invcstigation, mOre than

half of the soldic‘rS admitted lhey lived bctter in the

Amy than they would, WandcriIlg On the strects of

SaigoII Or WOrkillg in fidds pIoughed up by bombs・ A

jlumber of familics sclid thcy. rcccivcd money sent by

family. mcmbcrs who were soldicrs i喜1 the ARVN・

The S〔しigo11 military arlthoritics cncourage th。jr sol-

dicrs to La,ke　しhcir　比milies with thcm.白Soldiers’

Familics’Qua,rtCrS ’’are often sct up ncar garrisons・

This system hc車s to strongthc‘n thC tics linkillg the

soldier {o his Amy蝕1d. lessc11S lhc possib⊥lltics of

dcscrtion or of crossmg O¥7Cr tO thc othcr side・

The Saigon a‘dmi11istration morcovcr appJies a. po-

1icy of distributing la,nd and vchicIcs (at z1 1ow pricc)

to somc categories of soldiers within thc framcwork of

a ca111Paign designcd to tum them into = property

But thc maJOr rOIc in attachi11g the Saigon soldiers

to　{⊥⊥eir military organiz証lOn lS Pla‘yed by

disciplinary sa,nCtions which may strike thcm at any

moment.

申A smglじP冊On nC(心∠†,OOO Pi‘し、1r蔦p(、r mOnt旧o live

i11 T]lun TIlicn (C‘うllしr握l V]CしNlm)狙ふ。 C).OOO 111 Nam Bo (工973

flgureSl ・

THE SAIGON ARMED FORCES

For insta】1Ce, if evcr a soldier exprc‘SSeS SOme Sym-

Pathy for thc Revolutioll, he is at once thl・OWn into an

isola,tion cell and may cvcn be shot i丁1 the prescnce of

his famjly. Curfews and banning of lぐav「e are common

occurrences amOng the military, and any soldier

violating thcse rules ma‘y bc killed on the spot・ If

l Platoon has l-P tO five deserters, ltS Chief has to

脚SWCr With his own llfe. On the oth(‘r hand, Satura〇

七ion bombings o吊he libcratcd zone, Whcrc all llfe is

dcstroycd, also contributes to thc soldicr’s hcsitation

if he shOuld have a dcsire to descrt-Whcre would

he livc?

Fascist disciplinc‘, ⊥deol(、gical poISし)mng　- the

Saigoll SOldicr is caught m a netWO†・k 。f tics - includ-

⊥1⊥g CCOIIOm⊥C tleS -- Which kcep土工王-11 i-1 thc rarlks of

旭c ar工ny・

●詳言生霊　硝1d　-hき　い軟トのki　甲のど・tγブ,

If thc puppct army countcd o∫lJy (),5。O Officers

undcr thc l「rench, it now posscsscs some 7O,OOO -

amo11g th(、m [0,OOO high寸aIlking offlCerS・ They form

the b種ckbOnC Of thc neo-COlonialisしrc`gimc in South

Vict Nam.

Bom in gc。r‘ral f一・Om thc u富〕Per St]壷a Of society

(land-OWnぐ]-s, bourgeoISie, high-ra】1killg∴eivil ser-

VantS) (工),皿e 。fflCerS arC, SO tO SPeak, thc “pampered

(I) Accor(llllg tO Jo台工丁Pl・“lo、 O一[鉦e lndoc王】iun Resource

Cenしer (SeC Cere,als個d PoI?証s, I工丁しloch111a C正onicIc, July

I7, I973), Z-11 1nVCSljgaしl。n o獲1 60 Satgon g(、ner江s givcs the

土ollowmg figures collC(、ml]1g t言11r (高ss ongins : Land-OWnCr :

露悪a#’葦岩盤嵩言上3%+しrl〕一y l工・3%, urban



sons ,・ of thc rcglmC. Evcry cncoura‘gement lS glVCn

thosc who scIcct a mliしary carccl∴ ’J十luS ZL Student

wllO gra,duatcs from a military a,Cadei11y With distinc-

t,ion is c血十lcd to choosc LhC m1it hc wishc‘S Io ser¥′C

in. This is a considerablc privilcgc’Si一一CC SOme units

are mOre eXPOSCd to da‘nger (for i11StanCC thosc

slationed in thc northemmOSt PrOwilCCS before thc

Paris Agreemcnt) whilc some oしhers are in much safcr

pl(LCCS (for insta‘11Ce thc General Staff)・ Aftcr a perlOd

of probatlOn the ncw officer fl-1ds himSelf fa.cing at

mw choice: Whcthcr to become a carccr officer ol-

simply. remaill a reSCrVe Officcr - and, ranks D〇lng

e。皿=hc carcer officer is the commander. Graduatcd

from scllOOl as餌十Warrant OfflCer’he will climb up the

rarlks.Ifhe lS bom Ofa =good’’fこImily a-1d has a11

i皿ucntial protector, hc w⊥ll bc promoted second-

1ieutenallt i[l T8　m。Ilths∴a南lielltenant tWO yearS

latcr. From thc momcllt he is a lieutenant in the Sai-

gon Army, hc may start ma臆虹噂monc‘y fl-Om his

position lnd becomc∴∴〔=mmber of the class of

exploitcrs ・

The fi重-St foしIr Weeks m m皿ary school a,re de‘▼Oted

七o a radical psychoIog⊥Cal co11ditiomng Of Lhe stしIdent・

Hc must go throし1gh tlle ‥trial of dishonoし1r’’‥ he is

treatcd llke a,11 animal言nsultcd, abし1Sed, SO tha,t hc

Ioscs his scnse of honour a11d shamc alld lS I‾eady to

glVC SCrVile obedience to his commanders・ Thcn, along

with lessons on military strategy- and ta,Ctics, he lS

crammed with reactjonary political doctrines to tum

him into a good knight of thc anti-COmmu!1istcrusadc.

To fし1rthCr imprcss him・ thc graduatioll CeremOny

takcs on an almost religjous characler: a PICCC Of

ground prcfcrably dcvatcd and clear is selectcd,

where the new graduatcs assemble at dawn. After

rcceivmg a bow and arrow they knecl down’take

their oath of honour a.†1d shoot thc arrow, a Symbolic

gesture which’1CCOrding to VietnameSe traditions’

means that the y.oung man is now rcady to go and

fight for a‘ ・・ noblc causc ” !

Of course all this is sheer show. Wha,t is cssential

for the Saigon officcr is how to cnrich himself・ ’rhis

ca.n be done in a thousa丁1d ways - tO the detriment of

the soldiers, thc peopIc’and of US aid: Here we

will not dwell ol吊hc = war booty ” which is actually

looted from thc peopilc in the course of opera,tions・

But special mcntion should ’bc made of the large

powcrs usually wielded by the officer which opens

thc door to all sorts of lucrative profcssions and tra-

(1es, all kinds of abusc and robbery‥・ Thc Sa,igon offi-

ccr does not rely on his salary to live. If he is a co-

1onc‘l, his wife may own a dancmg hall catcring for

G工s; thc wife of a licutcnant in tllC Quartcrmaster

(÷cncral’s d(、Partment m叩・ run a‘ Small trade in stolen

clgamtteS点皿tary vc‘hicIcs a‘l-C larg・ely used for indivi-

血aしcommcrcialpuI-POSC‘S・ Is an officer in nccd of a fcw

mi111On Piastrcs? He will ordcrhis uIlit to firc some ten

thousand shc‘lls at random a丁ld he will have enough

high-qualitJ′ COPPer tO SC`ll to [l COIltraCtOr and rec。uP

the needed sum of money. The prcva,iling Saigon sys-

tem is to give the governorship ofp一-OVil-CeS tO COIonc‘ls

a,11d ma,jors, that of districts to captins a11d lieutc-

11antS, that of lowc‘r admil}istrative divisions to police
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officers and NCOs. It can bc easily realizcd how in

this way thc monopoly of some scrvices and for the

sa,1e of so工ne COmmOdities (agricultura‘l machines, fcr-

tilizers, Oil and lubricants…) wi11 ncccssarily fall into

the hands of thc rdcLtivcs of the high or middle-rank-

1ng Officers・

Thc biggest fortu11eS belong to some [OO generals i一一

Saigon. Accordi賞-g tO SOme CStima,tCS 29%　of them

possess at least one biuion Saigon piastres・

They are the holders of thc most important mono-

polies in the chcmical industries, in imports and

exports and in dea,ls mVOIving forest products and

timber from the Centra」 Highla,nds, Cimねmon bark

and rcsin from Quang Nam a‘nd La,m Dong, fish and

other sea pI・Oducts from Phall Thict a,rld Phu Quoc’

frozen shriinps from Vung Tau, etC‥・

Admira,ls and fLir forcc generals usc their naval and

air flotilla‘S tO Carry On a‘ PrOfitable tra‘de in hcroin

and ma叩ua‘na, gOld and diamonds・ High officials of

the Quartermaster Gencral’s department even take

to trading milita‘ry CarS a,nd war material supplicd by

US aid.

A classiflCa,tion of gencrals in Saigon accordillg tO

the size of thcir fortullCS gaVe the first pla,CC tO Do

Cao Tri, COmmandcl- Of the Saigon troops inva,ding

Cambodia i-1 [97O. From this campaigrl hc took back

some 4,OOO l)uff種locs and oxen a‘nd 2OO Iorries fし111y

loaded with raW rubber. The second placc was held

by Dar-g Va,n Quang, ’l’hicu’s ad‘′iser on natiollal sc-

curity affairs, Wエ10 hcIS boa‘StCd that hc is cven I.ichcr

than General Nguyen Huu Co, WC‘ll known to be thc

OWnCr Of six milli。n US dollars・ Thc thir‘1 place

belongs to Lu La‘n, nOtOrious for his embezzlement of

rclicf moIley Carmarkcd for typhoon victims; a,nd

the fourth to Da‘m Van Qua,ng Who has a,Cquired a

reputation for his trafficking in dolla,rS (I).

Gellerals a,nd othcr high-ranking officers in Sa,igon

fom wha.t is known as the白Khaki Party’’which,

though without any premises or political program,

COntrOIs practica,ユ1y all the key posts in thc central

govcrnment, in the reg⊥Onal a,dministra,tions, and in

the economy as wcll・ The head of this party is un-

qucstionably Nguyen Van Thicu. Enlisting as a para-

troopcr in the French colonial amy’he became in

|963 u member of the military ]unta Which eliminated

Ngo Dinh Diem. He later pushed a,Side all his politi-

cal and economic rivals and ruled a.s a dictator. He

WaS aSSisted by Gcncral Dang Van Qua,ng in the

ha‘ndling of his personal affairs, nOtably in drug

trafficking and in thc managcment of his Rome alld

BcH丁C ba.11k accounts.

B(.Sides his白Khaki Party’’, Nguyon Va丁l Thicl】

lea‘ds unotherparty duly registered at the Ministry for

+Iome Affairs -臆- the Democra,tic Party. Built on thc

P肌c判Of Xgo Di丁lh Die「「「’s Ca 4 l zo 7‘hal用乞(Persona-

1ist P証ty) whosc mcthods of clandestine work within

POlitical u叫l militfl「y Ol-ganizations it imitlLteS, the

DemocT-a‘tlC l)こLrty CO]1Slitutes a network through which

詰)誓誓晋i禁畳語、書磐詰霊rsど霊告he討
工972 iささuぐ・
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′∫hicu controIs all aspccts of political a‘nd cconomic

life.

Saigon generals can cnrich themselves as thcy like.

But woe bctidc them if one da,y they nuI“ture any

plans to disputc powcr with Thieu or, & /orlioγらif

thcy ha‘Ve Pacifist or progrcssive tcndencies・ Secret

services within thc Army undcr Thieu’strusted agents,

きし11 membcrs of lhe Democra,tic Pclrty kcep a regular

rccord of all financial manipulations, aCtS Of corrup-

tion and infractions of thc la.w by these officers・

Thcsc actions, tO Which Thieu would willingly tum

乱blind eye so Iong as their authors remain loyal to

him, Will be taken a,S PrCtCXtS for cventual = purges ’’.

The constitution of a caste of gencrals a.一1d field-

grade officers to whom thc reins of thc neo-COIonia-

1ist statcs a.re cntrusted, is probably a characteristic

fcature of US policy m nations undcr its tutela‘ge白ln

the 2Oth cen血ry m Particular ’’’WrOtC the Indochina,

Resoし丁rCC Cc-1ter in its pamphlet on Ce71eγals a初Po-

訪訪csわゥSo初協et N飾り(Indochina, Clll‾OnicIc, July

ェ7, |973), “he Unitc(ユSねtes ha,S Shown a spccial

a抗llity for military heads of statc’mOSt Obviously

ill Latin America∴but also in such placcs as Spam,

Turke)らGrcecc’I)a虹stan’Thailand, Indonesia,∴∴and

S()11†h丁〈orea,. ’’

工n South Viet Nam, the pamphlet went on, =the

Unitcd Sta,tCS admittedly supported a civilian leader

jll Saigon, Ngo DiIlh Diem・ However′ during that

sa‘me PCriod・ We brought thc bulk of the field-grade

officcrs (ma,jors and coIonels) over for intensivc train-

mg al}d indoctrination a‘t SuCh pla,CeS aS Fort Sill,

Fort Lea,VenWOl-th　2し11d Fort Benning・ Dossiers wcI・e

started on cach officer・ Thon, aS the US steppcdup

its direct ‥ advisory assista11Ce ’’ inside Viet Namγ

American officers wcre oI‾dc工‾ed to submit I‾egulaI‾

secret evaluations of their Vietnamesc `counterparts’

In I962-63’ aS the KelmCdy administration became

increasingly dissatlSf⊥ed with Presidcnt Diem, this「

web of personal judgments and inter-Officer contacts

became morc and more important・ On the one haIld

ranking American ad‘′isers began slngling oし丁t Certain

Vietnamese officc.rs for higher responsibiliti(一S While

also building a blackljst of those who appeared
‥uncooperative’」 On the other hand, ambitious’unS-

crupulous VICtnameSe Officers saw the writing on the

wall and eagerly cultivated their America工1 COunter-

parts studyi11g EIlglish furioし工Sly, developlng a taStC

for Scotch whiskey, a,nd even pcrfecting a speclal

boist,e工-OuS　`forceful, commalld persomlity whlCh

seemed to catch the American eyc‘.

白Thc im1er Circle of South Vletna,meSe general

()fficers who, With American knowledge and complici-

ty, PrOCeedcd to assassinate Ngo 。inh 。iem in

Novcmbcr ]963 Were nOt ideal matcrial for longcl--

temlし7S mamPula‘tion and control. They had l.eCCi、′ed

all thc`1r formati¥′'C traimllg言ndoctrination and flC‘ld

expcricncc und。r French coIonial jurlSdictlOn. Ru-

mours constantly circulatcd that they m諒ltajned

cIose contacts wit上すFrance a11d with rrench intelli-

gence・ Besidcs, tllelr E置lglisll WaS brOken or non-

existent. By thc∴C‘nd of JanualY |064 they had becn



OVerthrown by anothcr ca‘bal, again with US know-

lcdgc if 】lOt direct invoIvcment ”.

So白young Tllrks ” were substituted for the ‥old

generals ‥ of thc Duong Van Minh type, PaVmg the

Way for the massivc commitment of G工s to South

Viet Nam・ After some wa,Verlng, thc Americans deci-

ded to select two白Young Turks,′; Nguyen Van

Thieu and Nguycn Cao Ky in |965’a‘nd fi丁1ally Thieu

O重11y (sincc 1967 and morc pa‘rticularly since |969

When Ky was definitively rcmoved from the politi-

tical stage)・

’I‘ha,t thc US imperialists wcre compelled to lay

all their hopes in the Saigon Amy headed by this
白Khaki Party’’ composed of somc IO’OOO general

and fic‘ld gra‘de officers, - a Purely America,n Crea-

tion - SPeaks volumes for their comPletc inabiliしy

to find any existing sociこしI base for this rule. In South

Viet Nam’mtional and democra,tic feelings were so

StrOng tha‘t言n facc of thc popular mO¥′ement, thc

fcudal and bourgeois cla.sses which ha,d formerly

SerVed a‘S PrOPS for Fre工ICh domination soon disilltC-

gI・{Lted・ Attcmpts to scしup politicaユparties on a class

basis proved entirely futile・ Therefore Washington

C(Ⅲld coun七only on thc p⊥lPPet army tO impose its

I一しIle. It lried to tra一一Sforln　弛e le∈しding stra.ta, Of this

amy into a ncw’POlitico - military-trafficking castc.

It matters lit十1c to theln Whctller membcrs of this

Ca,Ste in血丁lge in immOral or illcgal doi11gS, CVen at

the expcnse of US aid, PrOVidcd they scrve Yankce

intcrests agai11St thc South Vjetnamcse patriotic

丁nOVen工Cn引

All this wflS mader ca,Sier by thc prosccし1tion of

the war of aggrcssion・ But then the Paris Agrecme宣lt

WaS Signedi丁1 Janua,ry　|973. Wha‘t WaS tO be the

reaction of the puppet army and its gcncrals?

!‖ - The Sdigon Årmed Fo「ces

af書e細lhe Paris Agreemen青

The Paris Agrecment wa‘S desired ncither by

Wa,Shington nor Saigon. Both wcrc forccd to sign it・

For Nguyen Va‘n Thieu in particular, thc Agrccmc‘nt

WaS a SWOrd of DamocIcs hanglng OVer his head. A

COrrCCt impIcmenta‘tion of its clauses would mcan

that this agent of the US would be lcft alonc to facc`

the struggle of the masses. Pcace would mea‘n the end

Of all cmergehcy laws, the retum to a civilian govcr圭l-

ment, the applicaしioil Of dcmocraし1C　缶eCdo⊥nS, thc

cessation of thc military operations so bcneficial to

thc Army leadcrs・ Peacc would also mcan ill aCCOrd-

ance with the provisions of thc Agrcc‘mCnt, thc promo-

[ion of national recollCilia,tion　紬ld concord, hcncc l

fratcrnization bctwcen thc armcd fol・CeS Of the two

Sidcs, Which would not fail to Icad t,O a COmPleし。

d料)r即n古祐tion of the S種igo工l amy.

Of r¥1月山):,〇品ngers Washingl短l alld Sa‘igon wer(‘

fully aw`l“∴　戸rum　出c end of OcIobcr ]972 tO thc‘

end of J刷冊)・ I97j∵- an illtCl-Val uscd by Nixon t(,

get over the ('lec品lS and to tr、y. Out his pr111CIPal

trump-Card, 135差貢r(`1一こしft, O獲l HallOi - 1n fliI工ift w描

frantically bu批1しP tO i11Lr(,ducc walつ丁血crial i11t←)
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South Vict Na‘m a=OP SPCed to boost thl‘ micuAmy.

Th。 i11tr。dllCtion of arms a.nd ammullition has never

bcell disconti皿cd, CVen after the Paris Agrccmcnt

came into cffcct言lnd it is often accompal-ied by

s。mC PrOVOCativc amOunCement - for instancc’ the

su‾bstjtution of thc more modcm F5E for the obsoIcte

F5A since IiebruarJ I974. This is not & CaSe Of rcpla-

cement白on the basis of piece-for-Piccc, Of the same

characteristics aJnd properties, ⊥mdcr the supervision

of the JOint Milita’ry Commission of thc two South

Vietnamese partics and of the International Commis-

sion of Control and Supcrvision ’’, aS Stipulated by

Article 8, Chapter H, Of thc Paris Agrcement・

The m皿ber of US military advisers in civilian cIo-

thcs who stayed on oI・ Were neWly introd⊥1CCd illtO

South Vict Nam, is z止so well known : therc arc 24,OOO

of thc‘m Wし)r品Ig m S11Ch sc工・Vices a,S D▲lO, SAÅFO and

iII US CollSl置lates-geneI-al and Conslllatcs・ (エ)

IfG工s haVe becn on thc whole wit上1drawn from

South VICt Nam, an important deterrent force is still

maintaincd in the neighbourmg area, rendy to jl丁to手

venc at any moment‥　35'OOO US troops, a WhoIc

ar宣mda. of B52S alld GcncrこしI John Vogt’s Hea.dquar-

ters in Thailand while the Yとmkcc Station and the

Scvcnth Flect is not far away…

(I) See　脇擁Book o白he MiIlistry ror ForeignノIffairs of

the DemocratlC RepubllC Of VICt Nam on白One ycar of

lmplemcntation of the Paris Agreemcnt on Vlet Nam’’,

J種lluこ1ry l.974.

Relying on this protcction by its mastc‘rS bcyond thc

Pacific, Thieu’s &rmy lS ma‘king all…1t Cfforts to bc

in a, POSition to relievc tlleし丁S Expcditiollary Corps・

M冊亀ry and IdeoIogiccI再einforcemenl

Both numbers and equlPment a,re tO bc increascd

whilc the trainmg and mobility of the rcgular forces

and thc combativcncss of reglOnal clemelltS and of

the policc arc to be heightened.

The vacuum left in each branch by losses a,nd dc-

sertions is to be filled, and more modem cqulPment

supplied to thc specialized arms ftnd scrvices・

Thc numbcr of warships will be raiscd from l’6oo

to r,80O, tha,t Of air mits from 53 S(luadrons to 6o-62,

infa,ntry units from 66 battalions to 68-7O a,一1d armour-

ed units from 22 reglmentS tO 24-25.

Spccial importa,nCC Will be attc⊥Chcd to reglOnal

forces wllOSe tOta,l will bc 5O’らhlgher than at present

in tems of m〇11 and units. The security forces(bao初年

will ha,VC 159 nCW ba,ttaliollS Or mltS Of c。ulValellt

valuc‘∴rlddcd to thc‘m. Ea.ch batta,lion will be increased

to a lotal of 55O men aS PreSCribcd丁)y Amy re-

gula.tio旧1n Wcstem Nam Bo baO飾brlga‘des have

been set up. I中11Pment for the security force is b)‘

no mcans lnferir)r tO that of regular …1its. Security

forccs will all hrLVC M.工6s, M79 1n諒'idual mortars,

antiiank weapo。S… ′rhey will enJOy tllC SuPPOrt Of

|O5-mm・ a‘rtillcry. ullits and of lrmOurCd reg⊥mCmtS・
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’rhc police forces from a figure of [25,OOO at Pre-

照nt Will ].eaCh |50,OOO mC‘n"　Thicu ha,S ruled that

COlllmunCS Of morc t†l。n 4,OOO inhabitants will bc

"nder the controI of a pchicc captaiIらand his deputy

¥vill be a lieutenant, Whcreas those of fewcl・ than

古OOO inhabitants will be placcd under a policc lieu-

tenant and a second lieutenant. In each communc

唖cre willbe from [OtO [5 POlicemen’and i丁1 *↓igoll

三晶one 2O,OOO. The equlPment for policc forces w王ll be

置Ca,tly improved ; thcy will be p】-OVided ‘証h M工6

l.iflcs, M72 anti-tank wcapons and othcr countcr-insur一

胆1Cy facilitics such a‘S tea,r-gaS grenades and ga‘S

mこLSks" Thcy will also reccivc comPulcrs am1 ulしra-

111Odem tClecomm皿icalions appa,ratし⊥S〇S.

Police and se.c皿ty forces (高o鋤) will colnbiIle

乱tion in moppmg-uP OPel“ations・ Thcir roIc wiユI be

COllSiderably (Xしerldcd so asしo rclease ⊥、cgular uIlit.s

王l-o111 taSks of a reglO:lal character and glVC them a

mtxi工nuln mO‾虹ity. 1しis cvcn pla皿ed that rcglOnal

and police forces will be madc up of conscripts only,

…d th証1hc regular army wi]l be composed solely of

YL血ntcers, Whic11 WOuld increa,SC its comba.tiveness

Lし11d turn it i:1tO a POWCrflll i雨rument of Ya.nkee neo-

°)lonialism.

Para‘-mllita‘ry forccs wiユ⊥　bccome muCh larger in

size・ From oふ1e m⊥llioJl nOW, thcy. w皿be doublcd to

two million through steppcd-uP rCCruitmellt・ The

高m is to cuし　nll li】1ks beしweeしl th〇 Rcvolution a11d

丑e nrasses and to enlarge rescrvcs for the puppct

iLrmCd forccs.

A new programmc of intensive trainmg is ullder

Way for both o班CCrS and troops with new military

、ChooIs and courses bcillg OPCIled・ Refrcsher courscs

。‘rC COmPulsory for those who ha,VC formerly rcceived

mしlitary tra‘inlng, While battalions follow cach other

ln trainlng Cenとres whcre’for 2O da,yS, they arc ta‘ught

the funda,mentaノI clements of milita.ry art which are

rcgarded as commoll tO all types of force - CentraL

工・eglOml or pa,ramilita‘ry・ In this wa‘y it is casier to

l.aisc troops from a lowcr to a hlgher force・ A train-

111g PrOgram for city civil gua‘rds has aJso becn

cllmOunCed.

In spitc of his rcgmC‘’s鉦la‘丁ICial dlfflCulties, Thieu

has dccided oil an increこしSe in pay for the Sa,igon

t工‾OOPS・ The rise w⊥ll bc 2| Per CCI⊥L in gc11CI-al but itwill

bc more subs七a‘ntia‘l for reg⊥Onal troops, SO aS tO Stimu-

1証e their activity against revolutio11こしry bases. Family

記lowa,nCeS Will also be up’aS WCll cts thc supply of

foodstuffs amd otllCr Sta‘PIc goods at reduced prlCCS :

“Cl1mPS for mamCd soldiers ” are to De improved,

W⊥th tllC buildmg Of 11eW houses a11d thc laJ用Ig Of

Sp←C上記meaSしIreS Of rdcmellCy are takell in

favour of庇sertcrs a,11d cx-Pr⊥SOllCrS Of war. Those

Who reしuエ工t吊hc Sa⊥gOn army after spc11ding time

m thc cunps ()f th〇 advcrsary鵜Cither through dcser-

tion or capmrし、 -W⊥ll reccive all thcir back pay. ’l’hcse

mcasurcs, Of course, CしrC COnCeived to copc with the

return of capt旧c`d and dctaincd military personndタ

and the disin[cgr虹l佃旺at took placc during the

[972 Offcnsive by the pop丁11ar forces・
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On the othcr ha-1d Thicu shows his iroIl fist through

the a,PPlicatioll Of ¥′arious fascist mcasures :

一rumOurS Of imminent attacks by Colnmunist

troops arc rc‘gし1larlj7. SPrCad and supply a pretext for

the pl・OClama,tion of 2し1crts and bammg Of all leave

OutSidc thc camp arca・

-- any battaJlion or evell COmPally COmmalldel- is

entitlぐd to shoot on the spot soldiers who mutiny or

OPPOSe thc war or refしISe tO Carry Out Ordcrs、tO joln

l拙1d-gI‾abl)⊥IlきOr mOPPl[1g-11P OPeraLtions・

- mjlitary commanders wllO Show sympathy for

revoll⊥tiomry forces or hesita,tion in carrylng Out

Orders to stagc la⊥1d-gra,bbing or moppmg-uP OPera-

tions are cither incarcerated or transferred to other

POStS・ Units sJ′’mPathizing with liberation fol-CeS are

also t工・anSferrcd

- Study sessions arc organized to immunize troops

agaillSt a‘ttemPtS at desertion a‘nd opposition to the

War, Or at fraterniza.tioll Wjth Llberation Forces.

- the system Of political war officers is extended

to compaJnics・ Psywar agents intensify thcir controI

over thc rank a丁ld file to discover and smash at oncc

any opposltioI} tO the policy of proIongation of the

War and sa」〕OtagC Of the Paris Agrceme-1t・

A Slale of Half-Wqr, Half-Peale

Realizing tha‘t it is impossible to totally hide [he

Paris Agreement fl‾Om his troops, Thieu prefers to

make its text onlypartially p-1blic and to a.dd falsify-

1ng COmmCntS Oll it・ Thus the slglling of the Agrecment

is presented as a白dcfeat for the communists ’' who

COuld not bear the B"52 bombing, Whilc some of its

Stipulations are interpreted as recogmZmg the Thieu

reglme aS the “ soIc legitimate government ′, of South

Vict Nam, aS meaning that　‥North Vietnamese

troops ” should bc withdrawn from the South, etC…

What Thicu fears most is coIltaCt between his own

troops and the PRG forces: aS a matter of fact in

CCrtain places such co】ltaCtS did take place following

the cease-fire proclamation of January 1973 : in scenes

Of fraternization′ trOOPS Who had only the day before

been enemies were seen jointly celebrating thc return

Of peacc, and discussing togethcr how to organize

their peaceful coexistence in mutual rcspect and

respect for the intercsts of the local people. Clubs

and白concord houses月were built by the PLAF

where meetings and jolnt Cultural shows were held

for troops of both sides.

Thieu soon realized Lhe meaning and effccts of such

COntaCtS・ At thc central level’he started putting for-

Ward the principle that discussions could take place

Only bctwecn division commanders - Which runs

COmPletely counter to the apirit of thc Paris Agree-

ment a宣ld is consequently unacceptable to the PRG.

At thc regional level, Orders were glVen tOCut Off

COnta.CtS ; howcvcr in sectors wherc Saigon forces are

in a disadva11tageouゝ POSition and need cooperation

from Liberatio重l trOOPS, for instance to secure passage

for their men or supplies, they were more flexible,

and contacts were maintaincd, but those commanders

and units ′Who had shown any sympatIly tOWards

7VS4富
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the =commmists’’werc replaced by more　=immuni-

Zed’’elements or psywar agents・ Meetings were used

not to promote mutual understanding and concord,

but for purposes of provocation and the couec‘tion of

intelligence.

Thieu’s strategy since the signing of the Paris

Agreement has been to keep a state of half-War, half

PeaCe. The theme was glVen by Thieu himself : “Don’t

Say that with peace, We are brothers of the same race

and bloodI‥, he declared on the day the Agreement

WaS initialled - denying any reconciliation and con-

COrd. ′`There will be no change after the cease-fire...

The present stage is that of police action…,, The big

artillery pleCeS may be silent, but not the smaユI

ams…’’And he called upon his troops to ‘・increase

PaCification operations tenfold. , ,

Conscious of their weakness, CSPeCially after the

departure of the GIs, the Saigon ru]ers dare not, at

least for the time being, mOunt large-SCale attacks in

depth against the free zone. Moreover, attemPtS tO rC-

OCCuPy, On the day following the cease-fire, Cua Viet

POrt for instance (in Quang Tri province) by Marine
Brigade 147　SuPPOrted by tanks and armoured

CarS - in all a fu11 division with air cover _

ended in bitter losses for the Saigon side. Attacks in

depth against the liberated areas have since Septem-

ber-October [973 been carried out almost exclusively

by the air force. Infantry divisions, artillery, tank and

armoured units were mobilized to gnaw at disputed

territories or districts on the fringes of the free zone.

Theywere also used against the白leopard skin spots’,-

the frec areas in the midst of嵩igomCOl宣trOlled ter_

]`itories, eSPCCially in the Mekollg delta cmd thc ce宣l_

tral Plains・ At the same time, unending pacification

とLCtivity was carricd on against thc Saigon-COntro]led

SCCtOrS tO kecp the population brcathless and pre-

VCnt amy uPrlSings・ The fo11owing watchword was

奪lVenby Thieu to his troops‥ =It is essential to en-

?l丁re the controI of匝Pulation, tC'rritorial occupation
lS Only of second-rate importance・’’

Such is the face of thc war that Nguyen Van Thieu,

()n US orders, Wantedto impose on South Viet Nam,

ユt would be a war kcpt within certain limits, enOugh

i。 maintain tension and justify both the proIongation

()f the exceptional measures without which the mili-

しarist and dictatorial rcglme in Saigon cannot survive

and the refusal by the same reglme tO jmplement the

Paris Agreement・ Thieu hopcd to erase the　白leopard

Skin spots‥ inside the zonc‘ under his control and to

I}ibble at thc PRG zonc ‥ finally to redraw the map

(、f South Viet Nam through the constitution, tO his

advantage, Of two zones which were to last indefini-

1cly. Eventually a:maJOrmOVe WOuld bc taken tocrush

thc PLAF and occupy thc whoIc of South Viet Nam.
’l‘hc‘ l-ealization of this ambitious schcme depends

howcvc宮in the last analysIS, uPOn the quality ofthe

SaigoIl nm1l、d forces.

IV - Ou〇ii置y o白he Saigon Armed ForくeS

CoIonialists have at a11 times tried to use indige-

n,eOuS merCenaries to deal with popular and patriotic



movcments・ Thc上rrcnch occupatioIl forcc‘S, after coIl-

quering Viet Na,m in the last ccntury’SCt uP the =Gar-

dc Indigene’’and a purely supcrficial indcpendcnce

WaSbestowed on Bao Dai’s State of Viet Nam irl thc

COurSe Of thc First Indochina war. A puppct army

Called the =Na,tional Army of Viet Nam,′ was crcatcd.

Its dependence upon the Frcnch forccs was left un-

COnCealed・ The whole appearance was changed with

the emergcnce of the =Repし一blic of Viet Nam,, rigged

up by the Americans-白The Rcpublican Amy’, was

Put undcr a decepしive co‘′Cr, With a high command,

Various a,rmS and services, Officers and non-COmmis-

Sioned officers at al1 1evels.

The building of the puppet armed forces was

brought to pcrfection by Nixon within the framework

Of thc白sharing of responsibi皿cs ′, defined by his

OWn doctrinc二

“Each nation must do its share and contribute

What it can appropriately provide - manPOWer from

many of our allies, teChnoIogy, materiel and specia-

1ized skills from the United Sta,teS ‥. (Defense Secre-

tary Melvin Laird’s spccch PreSenting the Defense

Program and Budgct of Fiscal Year 197工).

The US prescncc had to be reduced to the minimum

to ensure a “low profilc‥ for the Unitcd States,

therefore the puppet army had to be powerful eIrough

to facc the revolutionary amy single山anded. Hence

the efforts to equip it materia11y and ideoIo輸

gically for this task. The US endeavours to apply

the fomula, =arming the whole people” in a coun-

ter-reVOlutionary sense, glVeS an idea of the amount

(一f cpergy alld dollars spent l〕y it・ This strategy ma,y

SCem eXtra,Vagant at flrSt・ but a dccper study rcveals

[ha同is dictatc`d prc'Cisely by a co重ICem for economy

f。r, aS eX-Dcfcnse Sccrctary Clark Clifford put it,

`i An ・|sian soldicr costs abol丁t |/工5th as much as his

-・lmerica‘11 COunterPart ∴ (Statement to Congress,

.†amlal●y工5,工9(ゆ・

Morc'O、Ter, in not usmg US troops in neo-COIonialist

冊l-S Of conqt-eSt, 。PPOSition m tlle Ur]1tCd Statcs and

丑C WOrld will bc‘ rC‘duccd

As soon as it had come into bcing thc = Repl丁blican

Army言’ was launchcd against thc peopIc in the

“milatcral US war ’’from I955 tO I96o, When cssen-

tially da‘SSical methods of reprcssion werc used・ But

thsc soon proved inc‘ffcctivc. Then thc puppet army,

by that tiinc considcrably strcngthcncd in accordance

With J.F・ Kem-Cdy∴s com1tCr-ir】SurgCnCy I‾CCipes, WaS

m《‾)bilized i-1 its mtircty agains=hc pcople, Who had

tflk。-1 uP CしrmS. This was thc “ special war ’’in which

lh(、 ARVX was the maln tool 。f US imperialism. It

(凧Ic‘d (1isastro‘1Sly Ior lhC Sa‘igon rule]’S・ The puppet

】-「‘雷111-e WaS n。ar tO COllapse and Wa.shington had to

】1時C ¥諒h specd to djspa七ch i†s cxpeditionary Corps

to嘉川再l l▼iぐt Xam.

Bc`tW…1 Iり白5 Zm(1 I9()8, all through thc‘ ‥1ocal

War’’the一.OIc‘描きi即ed t。 the Saigo-1 army Changed

from yeそしr t()年a章・,量-1OVlng however in ft Vicious

ci丁cle.

Thc fiI-St Pha`e trW the first dcpIoymCI-t Of US

tI-。OPS freshly land‘、d m ¥▼i付Na′n工It was thought
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that their prescnce would lift thc‘ mOralc‘ Of the pup-

Pet armed forces. Thereforc’While thc GIs formcd the

COre SuPPOrt, the ARVN was sent to the pcriphery

to fight the =Viet Cong’; But sooIl it was dear that

it could not match this fomidable ad、′erSary.

So durmg thc flrSt dry-SeaSOn OffellSl、▼C in |965,

GIs a,nd puppct troops were sent togcther to the front

in an effort to retake the initiati‘で・ It was hoped

that thc ARVy would scc its com[)ati、′eneSS imprい

Ved through engagmg ln aCtioll alongside US divisions

and brigades. Bu=hat hope was not to be fulfilled

and ma,Ster and scrvallt had to share the bittcmess

Of defeats・ Puppet troops oncc agam disintegratcd

and it was imperatilγC tO find 2unCW rOle for them.

It was |966, and the GIs numbcred　4OO,OOO. Thc

Strategy WaS then that of a two-PrOng PmCer白search

and destroy’ on the onc halld, and　=pacifica,tion‥

on the othcr. Since US forces seemed insufficieIlt in

number they were l丁Sed i11白sca,rCh and destroy’’

OPCrations to brc‘ak thc backbo11C Of the ¥γict CoIlg,

Whilc Saigoll trOOPS, Which were to bc prcscr‘rCd for

a long-term rOle, Were gl、′en the task of carrymg Out

“pacification ’’, a “house-kecplng’’ task in which

they could brillg mtO Pla‘y thci宣- k一一OWledgc of local

COnditions a‘nd bc sparcd thc‘ tOO dc¥▼aSt∈血Ig blows

Of their adversとしr)∴

However both PrOngS Of the p⊥量1CeI-S W(‘l-e brokon.

Saigo∫1 trOOPS Wer⊂一　b持dly m拙led, While GI f(臆)rCCS

Were dispersed alld also hcavily batterc‘d. As lt Was

not possibJc‘ tO SCnd in maSSi¥'e rCi11forccmc‘血s from

THE SAIGON ARMED FORCES

the United Stales on accou青lt Ofしhe anti-War move_

ment there, the American command was compe11ed to

dispatch part of the Saigon army to thc outcr defel十

CCPerimeter of US troop ba,SeS・ For more security,

Only areas provided with solid fortifications were

CntruSted to joint defence by the two forces・ Highly

OPtimistic reports were scnt to Wa,Shington by West-

moreland who spoke of unloadil丁g thc burden of war

OntO the shoulders of the South VietnameSC,

At that moment the |968 Tct offcnsive expIoded・

Large chunks of the puppc‘t arm)′・ Were incapacitated.

Many of their battalions went over to th〔" PeOPle,s

Side’ induding Battalion 3 Of Regiment 33, Division

2エ, at Soc Trangらand other units gar宣-isoncd in Huc.

We have dcscribed carlier thc methods uscd by

Nixon to revamp thc Saigo獲l armed forccs fmd tum

them into a pillar for thc‘ `一ヽγietnamizatioI了　of the

In I97O and early |07エ, thiI正ing that this amy

Wa,S efficient cnoし1gh, the US PI-CSideIlt O「dcred that

it be subjected to two dccisivc tests言n Cambodla a。d

then ill S(Ⅲthem LこしOS. This seco11d camPalg旧VaS∴a

full dl-eSS rChearsal of ‥ Vietnamizati(m ” oIl the c‘、,e

Of the massiYC Withdrawal of the GIs. The forces hurl-

ed against Laos wcre takell from thc flite of thc‘ Sai_

gon army’mOrC Particularly from its geIIC‘ral stl・atcglC

reserves’namel? ``1)aI-atroops ”, `‘ mfines ∴ ・・剛-

gers,,, the First I丁1falltlT/「 I)i‘▼isio宣l and it筆A葵-m(冊・

An especially ilnPO工・tant role was pla)′・cd bJ/` tllCしS

Air Force which actcd 。S∴thぐr(、al st]-ik(、 f用-ee with



about　2,OOO　症craft (helicopte]‾S, B.52S fmd jet

flghtcr-bombers)・ The balance-Sheet of that ca.mpaign

WaSPainful for the US and Saigon : tWO brigades of

the “para ’’division, One brigade of the Armour, One

Of =marines ’’and two lnfantry regiments were put

ol丁t Of action, and other units were decimated. The

image that remained was that of a Saigon soldier

Clingmg in his flight to the skids of a US helicopter.

rl「hcn came thc |972 Strategic offensivc`S by the peo-

Ple’s forces which bl‾Oke through the outer defence

PCrimetcr of the Saigon forces at Quang Tri言n the

Central Highla,nds, and Binh Long, Putting out of

action in a period of a, few mo量lths several divisions of

thC PuPPet army Di、▼ision 3 at Quang Tri, Divisioi1 22

at Kontum and Binh Dinh　- and decimating other

divisions including thc ISt l11d 2nd infantry divisions,

thc‘白para” a‘nd "narines ” divisions, etC. The Pen-

tagon stra,tegists wclrC then forced to “ rc-America一

]1ize ” the war by throwmg into the battle an inport-

unt paI-t Of the US na,‘′al md air forces both strategic

細d tactical fol-CeS・ It wa,S Only at the cost of tha,t

(荊)rt C…d throllgh the lCCePtanCe by the US of the

P町is Agrccment that the puppet amy could be saved

f…n tOtal collapse

Si-1CC thc slgmng Of th。 Paris Agrccment, thc Sai-

goIl a「my has bec‘n abJ.e to reconstit¥1tC itself and to

l)(〕∴St}`Cngthe11C‘d lt arl =しCCelcratcd　しempo. Despite

岨eir own dc'CCPtivc propaganda, thc US and Saigon

短iow ‘▼Cry Wt`ll that thc PRG stands for (l faithf111

impIcmclltatiol1 0f lhc∴Slgned 。grCぐment an(ユ　ul亀t it

has no intention of la…lChing a so-Called largc-SCale

Offensive agai11St thc Saigon-COlltrOllcd zonc.

Exploi血g皿s p(JSitio丁吊aken by the PRG oll this

POint Thieu, aftcr c‘ltting off all contacts that might

lcad to a climatc of rcconciliation zmd concord bc-

1wccll the two opposing armies, CaSt his troops i11tO the

numcrous la,nd-gl‾a,bbing and pacification opcrations

We havc refcrred to above・ Intoxicated by their

mitialsuccesses won in ccrtain scctors where the PLAF

sh0Wed self-reStraint, the ARVN commanders Iost all

SCnSe Of moderation. This provokcd the wcll-known

declaratio獲l Of October 15, |973, by the PLAF High

Command, i11 Which lt amnunCed its uneq-11VOCal

intention to scverely punish the Saigon aggressors・

=The balance-Shect of the past twelvc months,‥

WrOte O海砂Do乞N庇z,‘ Da年Organ Of the Viet Nam

I)eople’s Army, Oll February 27, 1974, = shows that

despitc thc tota‘l mobilization of all I3 Saigo-1 divi-

sions cmd thc fact tha吊hey encoしmtered only part of

lhc Comm‘一nist troops, thc setbacks sustai一一Cd by

血、 Saigo宣丁Amy ha、′C bce-丁(luitc heavy. ’Jhe sup-

POSC.〔1 cfficioncy of that army of mercel-aries so highly

Pr壷c‘d by thc US as `thc bcst amy of the whole of

S両hc‘aSt Asia’shoしIld dぐceivc nobody : it is l-O Iongcr

a w(両hyこ一dversary of thc Libcl-atlOn forces.’’A-1d

thc l-C‘Wap埋rr c‘jtcd an cxample which tc‘Stified t。

thc Thieし1 t]て)OPS’rc}trCat : in the week from Fcbruary

IO tO 2O, |り74・ CeaSefire viola‘tions commitlcd by the

ノIRVN induded 2,869 CaSeS - n rather high figure ;

but cL mO重で　Calでful cxami[latio]l WOl教ld show that

land-grabbillg OPCIutiollS PC‘}-fomed by i一正し11tr巨rooPS



had somewha‘t decrcased both in tems of the number

Of such operations and of the effectivc forces invol書

Ved, While there was a ma,rked increase in air raids.

This did not mean thatthc Saigon air forcc was frec

to rule the roost in theliberated zonc‥ in a year thc

total m丁mber of aircraft downed by the liberation AA

defencc was 7O, and this fig甲-C‘ WaS admitted by the

US prcss itself

Generally speaking, by March I974’nearly all thc

liberat.cd areas nibbled at by thc Saigon troops havc

been alrcad}. I・eCuPerated, Whcthcr in the Mekong

Delta or thc coastal plains of Trung Bo. In VI′estern

Nam Bo' for instaI-Ce, in thI・ee months tllC PLAF put

Out Of actio11 1O・OOO enemy troops, Wipmg Out Whole

battalions, fol- 1看1StallCC at Giong Ricng (Rach (缶

PrOVi11Ce圧n thc‘ COurSe Of a comlter-enCrOaChment

OPeratio量l on Dc`Cembc量- 25’1973・ Thousands of posts

illegallJl・ erectcd. by. thc Thieし丁fo]-CeS in the free cone

had to bc cvacuated or were razcd to the ground by

the丁」iberatioll Amy. ′⊥、hus in December I973 in Soc

Tl-ang and Can l`ho prowhces, 5O Saigon posts werc

OVerl-し111 and 50 ha,mlets with 2O′OOO PeOPle oncc aga,m

liberated.

Contacts that ha‘d bcen cstab⊥ished at thc beglnmg

l〕etWeC‘n the two armies, and which in spite of all

PrOhibitions b}. Thieu still continue at present irl

教nany areas, havc arousc‘d within thc Saigon troops a

natural aspiration for peace and na,tio。al co賞lCOrd.

1‘hey have rcalizcd that they havc been victims of a

Perfidious p重て)Paga‘nda by their commandcrs,卿d that

THE SAIGON ARMED-FORCES

the liberation fighters a.re neither sa,VagC nOr immo-

ral - aS PreSented by the Saigon rulers・ Meanwhile,

the free zonc is being rebuilt and offers a ncw appeal

to Saigoil SOldiers by orlgln Simply former peasants

driven off their land by US bombiilg a‘nd defoliation

ra,ids・ Little by littlc, thc anti-War mOVement and

desertions, at first sporadic, are galmng m ma,gnitude

and havc now become d rCa,l subject for conccm for

the Saigoll authoritics.

As carly as Decembc【・ I9, I973, the Amel・ica,n

newspapcr The G偽γdia71 1-Oted tha,t a COnSideral)lc

number or Sa‘igon soldiers had deserted and disap-

peared into the midst of the peopIc. Five hundl-Cd

collectivc∴a.Ctions to oppose land-gl-abbing orders have

been taken by Thieu’s troops ga‘rrisoned in the Mc-

kong Delta・ Secret understandings havc been conclud-

ed by them with liberation troops with pledges no七

to violatc the cease-firc`. At AII Loc, SOme dozens of

kilometres north of Sa,igon, S〔しigon soldiers belong-

111g tO a Platoon under a die-hard comma‘nder fa,ithful

to Thicu secretly wrote to liberation fighters garrisoncd

just opposite themaletter ‥ = We havc receivcd orders

toとしttaCk you,’’they sa,id・当f we don’tobey thcm, WC

Will I光} S(、Verely punishcd. Since nonc of us wa‘ntS tO

See blood-1c‘tting, We aSk for your help. We hav‥Tmd「:

up our miI-ds to shoot into the air ato hours tonight, tO

glVe Our SしIPCrlOrS the impression that we ha‘VC Obeyed

their orders・ ’rhe重1 We Will send them a report saying

tha.towing to the cfficiency of your defencc, Our ZlttaCk

WaS unSuCCeSSful・ We pledgc not to shoot a smglc

bullet at you・ and拭k yo11 tO help us・’’ (Quoted in

Quaクl Doi Nharl D脇, March [5, [974).



」n Qua‘ng Ngai alom‘,∴2,I5() CaSeS Of deserti。n

[)y Saigon soldicrs in {hc p「ovince wcrc l.eCO]-ded, a.nd

2,650 CaSeS in thc provincc of Thu D肌Mot. ′rhc mo-

VCmCnt js particularly strong a一一1Ong Saigon I-CglOnal

forces (bao “n∴a11d dan t)e).

Wc ca‘n affirm without cxaggeratioll that thc plan of

白flooding the country ’put forward by Thicu before

thぐs】gnlng Of thc 」⊃こIris Agreemcnt and actively put

int小rffcct aftc‘r January 27, I973’IlaS failed pitifu11y.

Saigoll S(-)ldiers, aWakcncd to hard facts and growlng

incrcaslngly conscio-1S Of their wcakness and the thank-

lcssncss of thei】- rOIcs, arC refusing more and more to

bc既ぐriIiccd for thぐintcrcsts of US neo-COIonia.1ism.

1t is cc‘rtainly prc重11a‘ture tO SPeak of an immincnt

CUlla‘PSe Of the “ rぐpublican a‘rmy.,, wc arc far from

undcrcstima血g砧s tool (}f US impcria⊥ism 。11 Which

lt ha‘S havishcd so many (、fforts∴alld dollars. Thc his-

tory of thc peopIcs言truggle agそしinst coIonialism c‘ither

Old `)r 】1CW皿)rC`OV●r does not la‘Ck instanccs of patriots

bcing compellcd to tcmporarily losc gromd to i†1di-

genCOuS mCrCC11tlr}「 f()rCCS∴筆Olidly supp。rtC‘d by im-

P(‘rialism :lr〕d cllJOylng {Ll- OVCrWll。ln〕illg S11Pぐriority

王丁=e「mS Of喜m重ユlbel-s md fi「epo、Ve工∴

I3ut in Vict Nan. &1=he puppc't amics oヽ-(、l` thc

last thirty yca‘rS hav吊)Cen COnfronted by patriotic

forcc`S mOtivatでd by thc皿icst idcals a-1d provided

With fln∴∴exccptiona11y cleal・-Sighted leadership.

王子a・Ce Wilh then一, th。 I]1OSt POWe血l {lrmy Of aggrcs-

Sion-5OO,00O (訂s armeくす　to thc tccth-PrOVed

i重1Cffectivc. :lnd had {。 mkc∴京n lllglorious dぐpa血rc‘

f丁・01霊1 Viぐt N狛I「.

Speaking of = Victnamization∴ that is thc prosecu-

tion of thc US neo-COIoIlialist war of aggression by

means of a pllPPet army, David HこしCkworth,白themost

decorated ” ex-COIonel of thc US armed forces (as 4P

remarked) who asked after long reflection to retire in

order to express his opposition to thc Viet Nam war,

declared in Ma‘y ]97| :白Vietnamization is a word

which must be a product of Madison Avenue・ It’s a

public relations man’s dream・‥ This sardonic remark

may glVe an aCCuratC idea of the ca,Pabilities of the

Saigon army・

MaγCh工974



Aspe`ls of Neo-CoIoniolisI Cullure

PHON(; HI万人r, L万i′AN IIAO

amd II.」へT.

This follow-uP a重・ticle will el亀borate on the study

= IdeoIogica’l and Cultural Action ′, whieh appeared

in Vietn孔mese Studics No　3工:白US Neo-COlonialism

in South Viet Na重n ’’.

We wamly th札nk Mr. Le Van Hao, former professor

at Hue al置d Sa‘igon Universitics, for having once

agai置l COntributed to our review-Ed.

I　-　=P01ili`0l wo「タタ

‥ Aiクyesen吊he u′ar高湿ei Nam has例言deological

ChaγaCley… T初;s zc′hy pol初cal zo,aγ/aγe %毒ghs ’nOγe

hea脇y Jh勅“ny otheγ iss”e, ′タsa,yS Gen. Tran Van

Trung, Head of the P(証tical Warfare Departmcnt of

thc Saigo重l regime・ Undcr this reglme, all cultural

activities are govcrned by = politicalwarfare ’’(C初の,

iraクbh chin信γi), anOther name for psychoIogical war

(PsyⅥ㌢可which was brought to its peak with the

AmerlCa‘一1ization of thc war in I965.

Thc samc gcncral dcfines “函初ica信o7aγ” as ・′a

balile妙所ich e′硬loys初ell了geme, S脇and ideological

在隊男ら〃m初s to　かOd鵬eクSγChological and ideologi`・a鼻

Cha〃geS in nie桁,,

ASPECTS OF NEO-COLONIALIST CULTURE IIr

Thc military Junta rlgged up by Washington regards
白ihe czrmy 4S !he z励〃C砂a=oγCe ;nal1 401宛ical siruggles

io siγel擁巌n and ma初iain m毒onal unio砂　and do

au)ay　耕ile by　初le∴u,初sooial d雄e/m訪a毎ons’’(工).
’rhc Political Warfare Department, an arm Of the

Amy General Staff, eXtends its ramifications into

a11 units・ Oll SPeCific occasions, CamPalgnS Of

downright misinformation have been organized, for

instancc in October I972, tO PrO‘′ide explanations on

the imminent peace・ These campalgnS mObilize offi-

ce]-S Of all ranks, milita‘ry Cadets and NCO’s, CtC.

It goes without saying that political wa‘rfare is far

from being merelythe business of the army. It is the

General Directorate for Public Relations, SeCOnded

by ma,ny Other agencics, that co-Ordinatcs and di-

「ects propaganda work among diffcrent strata of the

Civilian population. Particular attention is given to

the rural people : = I4∴ heクvl訪ical sir雄gle, Zu佃lly

agγee ihal iheクeasa初　el戸meni m鵬i benefiりγ0′′ク0uγ

grealesき　sonc初de beca研e i信s iheクnaioγ毒y and is ihe

ele催加tha信s夕aγ訪c初arly u′00ed by ihe comグ1/tunisis・ ’’

(レVhai ;deas hasクvace s解gesied /o ws, Z4,hat mus=,e

私用e? Na,tiona,l Defence Bulletjn No. 33 - March

工973, Pa,gC 68). = Rural pacification ‥ moves up from

threa‘tS t() tCrrOr, mixed along with lies and corrup-

tion.

In the c⊥tics, Cultural fascistization is expressed

among other t工-ings by thcユaws on the press and

(I) Gencra‘l Nguyel一　B.‘l) Tri. National Defence Bu11etirL

No 38. August |973.
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Publicatior- Which become morc :lnd more draconicllヽ

し1nder the pressure ofしInfavourab⊥e political and

military C¥・entS.

The oo7置TI B'aSS knu`kIes

At a meeting with a dozen Westem neWSmen On

September 18’I97工, Thicu declared that白1/ ∫a〃1

1,Oi /ot/ed by ,he 4eople ‘吊s because Jheγe &γe joo

nbanγ偽印a少eγS読Saigo信’(Hoa Binh, Sept. 2O,

工97工)・

It should be recalled tha,t the putsch of November

工963 Which put an cnd to the nine-year dictatorship

Of Ngo Dinh Diem led to a prolifera,tio量l Of sects,

POlitical parties’neWSPaperS and ma,gaZines, eSPeCially

in |964. This anarchic upsurge wa,S, however, Of short

duratioIl.

Taking the Situation in hand again, the Americans

PurSued their plan : they removed the civilian

administratipn in favour of the military junta which

founded the Statc Leadership Council (June |965)

headed by Nguyen Van Thicu.

With thc landing of the American GI’s and the

la.unching of a most barbarous war against the people,

the reglmC became more and more fascist as `・Amer_

icanization ’’was blatantly carried through : aS far

as the press was concerncd言t was necessary to put

a brake on public commentaries on the farcical

nature of　=nationa=ndependence ′, which some

Official spokesmen themsdves had to concede (|). An

assoc王ate of Diem made this bil⊥er remark :

“ 1脇e机ヴe CaSi a gla′汚e bach on ille eひentS be/0γe alまd

a/ter (the putsch against Diem, Ed・), Z彫C初Z励/eel

SOr/γ !0/ ihe /aie o/ a∴Small m諒の4　Z4,hich, beh高d !he

fapade of高匂depe偽dmce, SeeS∴al=eひeγS OI ihe adminis-

iraiion in ihe hands o/ a fore短命ク餓Ier. ’’(2)

Follow⊥ng the people’s offensivc at Tet in 1968, the

reg⊥me tOughened up evcn more. Freedom of expres-

Sion was hard hit・ The promulga,tion of Law No. ]9/69

(Dec. 3O, I969) re-OPCned thc w叩to cerisorship’

Seizures of newspapers and magazlneS, incarceration

Of pressmen’meaSureS Which dea‘lt sevcrcly with the

St‘ldent movemont in Saigon and agitation in thc

cities as a whole.

At the cnd of　|97工, Thicu withdrcw financial

SuPPOrt from newspapers　- a SuPPOrt Which had

hitherto enal)led them to buy newsprint at favourablc

PrlCCS・

The offensives and victories of the patriotic forces

(Spmg r972) gave rise to a full-SCale repressive
CamPalgn aga,inst the prcss, a CamPalgn COnducted by

the Nixon-Thieu tandem in a bid to prcve】1t the

(I) =Wlthしhe State Leadership Council and the Central

ExecutlVe Committee, aS Of June I905, the Americans

、7jrtua=y 】1ad comI)letc　缶eedom of zICtioll, at least ln the

military field・ On SVN tcrrltOry月(N“tional De/ence Bzt/le初

N0.3工,事m・工973)

(2) Father Cao Viln Lual一: MaγCh o/ Hisiony, Memoirs

(I94O-I9O5), Tri Dullg Pub., I972, Page 422.
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collapsc of the rcglmC. Aftcr having managcd illega‘11y

ll) takc spccial powcrs into his hal丁ds oふl Junc∴Z7,

Thicu put out a flush of dccrec-1a,WS, nO fewer than 60

ill Six months, a宣l10Ilg tllCm that of Apnd 4 (OO7-TT-

SLU) ngainst thc press・

By¥血uc 。f this 11eW Icgal documcnt, aS ”f Sep-

tembel-　エ:

工・ -- Newspapers hed to pay 2O million pi"StreS,

(亜er periodicals IO milljon, aS SurCty in anticipa,tion

of fincs (Ar缶cle 4). This was an “outlawing” of

S諒g。1了s (刷一　月constitlltion’’ which provides no

]・CStrictiol]S Oll皿c frecdom of opmlOn Othcr than

= 0糎tces偽aiクlSlクビrsoml I~OnO緋,クIa訪oml se飾壷tγ a初

クu脇c mOγal在y・’’(Chinh L初a畑Augus上7, [972)

2・ -1、h(、)/・ COuld bc∴∴Closcd down for a s()CO11d

offence againさt “public security zmd ordcr ’’(Arti-

cle工9)・

3. - Ullder the statc oI emergcllCy, any Organ doing

harm [o l血ional sc‘Curity, dcfence, eCOllOmy and

fimnce is liablc to be arralglled bcforc a field military

血bu蘭l, alld those rcsponsiblc arc liable to prlSOn

l。n11S a凧1 f⊥llCS rallg⊥ng fr。m OnC tO fiTC mill10]l Pla,S-

t工eS (ÅrticIc 3)・

瑞o S諒gon P]-C5S ComlCll pl-Cdicted in its co角皿u11i-

qu信)f点lg峠l * [972 ‥ ‥ The e7∫joγC鋤の1i o声his k…’ee-

l`方l(U品脇立荘I′海沼で}eSI crisis eひer soeわク高雄力is重

tory叫h〈, p卑Sj‘∴ (Do江)leルNo・ 39, Sept・ [97一点

The O〇十し’r-SLU, aS ule B/"l Tha砂put iL ol言"g11St

6,工り72, l棚丑IC `70所`7e gγゐce fo工・ “a夕esら初′eady

耕。1′ibu初or擁Jeas白o初Iess.’’′rhc conseqし1enCCS Were

il‘)t SIow in comng・ One montll alld a half after its

pr-Omulgation, 3O nCWSPaperS and periodicals had

ccascd publication・ ′rhe editor of T′ie占Na7’′∂ IVhai Bao・

`〉Part from ai SuSPellded o】1C-yon Jail tぐrm, had to

叩a onc輸mi11ion-Piabt}-e finc for ha、・111g rCPrOduced

… illterviewgra11tCd by航Xuan皿uy to thc Soviet

悩1gaZinc Nezu 77mes, a.11d judged to bc "aひo緋able Jo

星e col肋初is吊atlSe ,∴ Newspapぐr seizu].eS COし江d no

lリngCr be comted・ It sll。uld be ]lnted thflt many Of

しhc victimized organs, With circulatiom avera,gmg

from 6o,OOO tO 7O,OOO COPIC`S・ belongcd to oppositlOn

Parlia,mentaria‘nS・

′l、he preslde血Of thc Scnatc rcgards dccrce-1a,W

(尺〕7-TT-SLU as白a′‘ aZ)a初o彫d cilild ∴ an ・弓Ilegal’’

tcxt (Doi Dien No 39’Scpt. |972)・ ’fhe AssociatlOn Of

Newspaper Publishers白rcfused to rc‘COgnlZe thc new

press la、Ⅴ,, (蝿毒S“ng N〇・2う79, Aug・ 9,工072)・

`・I`音形g所0/ decree-la薄口〕07-TI“-SL号雄press

屈~間母beooms ihe細面Oli之e明証e o! 〃le !l肋居eys

〔中畑)函′有言吊a砂クで01海∴ etγay ils仙’so′l d初e:

i(‥甲信左中間~. a壷II7e榊SSeS ,’. (Do1 1方e〃 N(主39

S撃し　上声・ +岨s wouJ|上しmO川口(‥l( ckm11g Public

oplエIi〇㌦ ′7′申甲　高e高ぶ読用Oj 〃l年廟S・i’(一Yaγ D研タg

N〇・鴫)b’町i言07年　Ngしl)/Cll温血Con’Who

d諒即し()上申言ノ壷売主lil←ll ‥ 30持a工・S ()f a11ti-じ0重1l-

m1丁⊥1is重n’’, p吊「申l時, ・弓)ec/e高(勅007中ts ille卑ess

高雄中毒iol同!仙部品Il a S肋′d al ′品柄′0串∵海

go海砂初出7硯し)J (高宮:、弓′a待doas∴110l lI誰彼l函
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融e acco初0/ ihe γeaCiiollS Of夕ress ciγCles a,,d ihe

轟sco擁脇i of脇eタフタaioγ在γ 0/初elle初als.タ’(工)

In thc pattcm of the oo7-TT-SLU brass knuckles,

Othcl- rePreSSive measurcs hit the publishing busi丁1eSS

and culture a,S a Whole・ Deprived o=he benefits 。f

Privileged prlCeS aS a Subsidy, Publishers are com-

Pellcd to buy newsprint on thc frec market aしexor-

bitant prlCCS. Furthemore, they must pa,y a nCW ta,X

immedia[ely after pし1blication of books. With the cur-

rcnt costof living it is not hard lo see the material

difficulties tha‘t beset them・ The lot of writers is very

PrCCarious undcr a‘ reglme Of ccnsol-Ship which tends

tomultlPly impossible taboos, tO thc point that awork

Prized by Thieu himself collld not be published som
timc aftcr the decrec under tlle ridiculous pretext

tllat (弓I c・槻e tOO lale,’(。ien二先高∴No、7・ 23,工973)

Some p。emS relcased by thc r:⊥dio f111d the prc‘SS

COuld not bc printed because of opposition from ce虹

SOrShip (Da江力持l r、oc, Nov. 23, |973)・ h a SPeCCh on

No¥′ember 29, r97エ, Father Thanh Lang,上}residcnt of

thc畠igon Pen Club said, “ Ce′lSOγSh砂;s煩財/laγSlleγ

ihの待白4’aS mder ;he Firsi R印14bl毒(Of Dicm), W励Ch

ぴaS alγe初y condeInI初as diclalor毒l言I is haγSheγ勅鋤

肋kerFγのIClido′′諒m毒07了’(。妨h L初年Nov. 3O, I972).

“The g毒Ilo初Oe has /all鋤/0γ gOOd o屈he彫Cんo!海

砂riteγ‥・ 1“/′e γOad io life o声Ile　丁hellla71ieSe tαriier has

becの′?e i′le rOa初o dealh!’(id)

(I) Nguyen Manh Con -白Reflexions over t,he forma,tion of

孔state.’’National Defence Bulletin (T坤S`‘n guOC Phong,

N(’3らJan. I973.

= 11/研e is ol初a minoγily of /eeble　飾d co狐-aγdlγ

諒/雄cfんoals. No do初出he go据γ17me初男高ks ;信s d定常か

c初飾d eし聞dal♭geyO鵬10 g毒e /初I libeγly to初ellec一

陣のls aI宅d ioクa7nクe′ i′肋n. I筋∴SO勅e∴CaSeS O! po脇cal

s!γ雄gle, i!‖lle i擁Ilige所sia,毒ICaクable of γeal売高lg擁iγ

)′e串011Sib初訪es,擁立’mp /or c訪ssicZe初t’Oices and ges初res,

被co鵬equmCeS演Ilbeひe′y gγaひe・‥ PerhaクS i′ is u′初高

偽!′al′n棚0γk o! s鮎h可e鋤初io,榔偽al l′♭e gOひeγ1∂mnl

is γeaC訪ng 7igh白硯4, CZgainsi勅読れ履llec初als;’(I) Such

is thc edifying explanation offered by all糾〕OIogist of

thc reglme.

P01ilicol　岬〇〇　A「農ehcl

The whole political war is orchestrated aro1md the

ecntral theme of　白nationalism.‥　= The砂の′虎#aiio〃-

alis,1高s初ed I∂eγe fiγS吊o desig融e a男a脇-COmn初n初

句待lical siame‥. Some訪I偽eS弓0γ ihe saたe o/少γOpaga,Oda,

の彼dares lo sl)ea尺o! `持alioルalism’as ii il~e bloc of

l~aliom短占s 100偽d a虎oclγi7彬, a Slralegy and progγ初nS

O! #Clわ筋　&/ley /庇　ma’雄er O/ Jhe Comm”壷sis・ fn

γe(擁y, fhere?’e()`?γ /タas bee7硝alio′雄Iis肌‘So /et 44S γe夕eai

[′雄! ` mt初かalis,n弓s a秒0γd紗hi(・h虎sig,1aies脇`訪れ

…,硝伽ist sl鋤Ce On aか〃ely γealislic leひel・.. To de]勅e

陸Iimits s訪llヶクの/e Cle(きrly, a′nOng勅oseぴho卒γeie12dきo

子Ie獄a′lol雄Iisis -待妙信ake o711y i初o acco初出hose初o

a性(・(用ぶCio鵜　Of ilteir o雄olタ-0初y aクninoγ砂is

柄0母訪函γ 0材OSed io点グaγ諒′n-Le}高料n, lheクm子oγ訪ソ

0勅ose colmn偽証ilノI GS &祝latorial yegime‥. ’’(National

」)壷一1(、ぐBullctin, No. 3工. Jall. |973, P.57)・ Proceeding

(【) Nguyen M・し1111 (子肌一所. (ii p.72.



from this remark of an officia」 organ, thc notion of

白nationalism,’’Ilebl丁lous and incongl・uOuS, Can Only be

defincd in opposiしioll tO the image of the communist

白with a knifc bc十wccn his tccth and llO na,tional

allegiance.1’’Il江11e COnditiollS Of Vict Nam, the official

PrOPa,ga‘nda, ha‘S had拙thc morc diff王culty in havi埠

this stcrcotypc swallowed sillCC it is public knowIcdgc

that the commm1ists haVC bccn the soul of two llatio宣l-

al resistanCeS and that thc ′nationalists ’have cons-

tantly bcc工1 0n the othcr side of the barrica,de, wilh

the French thcn with the Amcricans・ To say nothillg

abou=hc fimncial scmdこLIs triggered by the ′ nation-

alists上　告l初-CO肋)b高ism becomeS !he Jabel o/ sel/初

e励eクreIle研S捉高o aわIISe ihe slog研1S O/ dell離raCγ, l擁}′l),

an虎かace io s′′照gle, enγic屈heInSelひes,叩Oyまlタe h函

l串and li7宅e i楊nselひes砂訪h fo諦g,中0鵜γS.’’(工)

= Political warfarc ’’t†111S SeCks to refurbish ` natio江

alism’and rcplenish thc anti-COmmunist arsellこ高It

P}一Ctends that as of軸e I9()7, W皿thc birth o=he
.(Sccond Republi(ら’’白a　解毒o昭I申i高　庇S Jak飾

S/ん印e o7雷o妨Iタ　Vi初ame、Se SOil’’which is llO longc「

the preroga,tivc of a reglme aS in Diem’s timc bu⊥

belongs Lo zL CO批1try, “ihe Rep初Iic o/防毒白V飾

Struggli工lg foI- SしIrVival a‘gこ高sし“ co脇間諦sl “ggγeSSIo”

万omまhe Nol′17i・.’’(2).

This is to rcco即i裾Viet N…’s p亜缶cll sc量lism描

final and　{、dopt rl Vicwp佃主t nC細　れ　the Sta{e

Depar[me重工t

(I) “ Opium m So‘1航om∴工ノ頂)5　皿し上面l-COl1mTmism l’(五z

Sa,1g-APri1 22-24丁97I).

(2)入Tatl飾al D`擁硝B諦Ie演L Nい、買J….工°7う・

′上申ustify thc US prcscncc, tOO dama.gmg to thc

ldcoIogy of mdcpcndcnce of which they talk’thc

当1a,tiollalists, ’’who evidently fcamo ridiculc, affirm ,

/与信s l)elteγ io be a sla彬0/ ihe Americans il~an o月Ile

I高ssiaI4S al?d Jhe C/毒nese∴’(I) One should白acce少出庇

」11I研lcaクlS aS Oタle aCCe雄S a諦al lleed !0γまhe s勅諭al o/

軌e Soulh協e初脇eSe /egl一′m’’(Ch諒h L?‘a年Oct・ 9,

工970)・ Pcople nccLdcd to be curcd of “ llle utOクial宅Siaie

of服毒・.・妙hich巌網棚1ds o声Ile 」4111er乞cのlSクmγilnu肌

at右裾Ileク偽eanS io flgl机lie CO′′初/l毒sIs調所ile baγg伽伊

雄初出l研′2 OZ/e}弓/le S’ク初esl de硯ls;’(2) Details

測Cll aS mCLCPCndcncc and frcedol証

T上mS, the当lation虹s仁’Nguycn Va‘n Thi(、u ’eglme

nccds lしneW, S。meWhat ga,ud)′. COat l)f prlil正　= P′eSi-

denl TIliie有s　〆esi葎h(うS γeaC7煩白き牢a五有　朋訪ol毒

s率γ杭s iα航g Sl函e机he脇加o〃/毒s γねe・ (Than亙s

to hi1「「)言l~le l面肋al sクi初l7a音S becoI材　a妨re)li alldお

gro細面O iI7ee諦e初脇l最高i初雄ng i,ilo男初の面

少γide.’’(Na訪oml De!eme Bul初rl No. 3工, Ja!1工973).
′」、hぐm晶tarizatio11 Of thC admll教istrとLtlOll - from皿e

cclltrC tO the village lcv(、l一書- ftl-d the folmding壷the

Dcm0Cratic PaI阜(of Thieu) are consjdcl‾ed to be

冊ti間al nccessities. For !he ”ear神棚,勅e 40汚毒cal

[諦e7I砂I Oi mosi　カeひelopillg COllIl初ies　}’e腸i件S∴an

(面加,′itariall regilIle抗澄ed or∂ 0祝事a′/l)弓l`碑I10′lγ・ Ai

かes(名所!Iteク偽2●妨ary co所yOlクoll“短al acl初訪e高lt mOSt O/

tl硝, CO研乙tries,祝披γ See柄o I}高雄Ia読破高枕keγSh砂

‖)八丁a鉦タ雄I l/)し)f(男Ce Iお初,信,2 Noしう「. J間. 1リ7、う・

仁)白()1)i皿】上ll Sout】lem Lそl(主一打11 A証l-COmm111iぅ1n

i丁雄㍊γケ2g-■/¥p「il 22〇年,工973)・



VIETNAMESE STUDIES

by g高所~g a C演偽an fa印de io ihe ′n楊tarγ regime and

Crea初g a γ楊解4aγly ba壷ed bγ the “rクny’’. (エ)

This is∴C‘ⅩaCtJy thc casc of South Korea al]d other

US-m〔L111Pula,ted countrics in Latill America.

It is胴tural tha.t the “ achievements” of Tllieu’s

当1a,tiolla‘l republican ” reglme - marVellous growth,

military ‘▼ictorics, agra,rian reform, rural pacification,

Viet Co車1g defectors (Cl毒Hoi), dem?Cratic liberties

- are the subject of c11dless pa11egyrlCS OVer the of-

ficial radio and TV and i看1 the press・ A Saigon news-

PapCr Observes not without irony,白Noクv初ical J∂e雛

(i.e. no. compromising ones. Ed)・ Po脇cal “//airs “γ∂

i/’e b細り硲S O声he de材ies a′~d se’融0γS. The /ea初re

` 0〆高o鵜’has been s砂pγeSSed beca郷e ihe ci巌鋤has

no op毒o両o GγクγeSS・ I信s鋤Ough /haまoクae Should 4’ace

COn/tdeク名Ce読!he cleaγ-Sightedの~d cq砂訪able siaie. me

fealllγe白ノ11e雄a初E種の短’’has also been巌scarded弓he

〃初0! lhe Siale aγe al吊aleタ海d函0雄, eひerγ脇ltg done

by ille 、Slaie is good・ The m郡is s妬plied by ihe go彬1牛

?mnれ研I age′均′履i州n Xa・重is abso初ely ac鋤γate,

沈eの4d reliable・動e readeγ初es in consia短靴Il beiタをg"

He c,als {C/’ell a部Z∴ leeクs so2mdly ,当りhen he con化S home

!γO用~クO万力e fi脇sクのIrace of hooliganis称m勅r虎eγ,

ih毒,e′γ, 0γ hold-uケ・・ (▲Yay 。”ng No. 256o, Aug. 9,

工972)・

In the meantimc’thc classical bogcy of thC∴‥ san-

gulnary’heartless, antl場Patriotic communist ’, has been

(I) Tran Hoal Tran: ``Mo「lcI ofpolitical evolution in

*Ome de¥C宣oping countries ’’(Naiiona1 1)e/eme Bullehn, No.

34,叫)ril I973).

expIoited to the full to inspll-e a holy fcar in less

docile minds・ Thc two prmCIPa,1 targcts ftrC thc =Viet

Cong‥ (Cadres and combatants of the XFL andしhe

PRG of Soし血Viet Nam) and thc =Cong Sa?1 Bac

Viel ’’(Ⅹorth Vietnamcsc comm皿ists, implying all

しhe lcaders al丁d cadres of thc DRVX) towards whom

hatred is publicly proclaimed・ Far from bc‘ing softe-1ed,

thc =Four N。CS‥ stand (1) of Thieし1 WaS tOughened

still furthel・ a,fteI- the signiflg Of thc Paris accord.

.`肋recog7読e ihai〆)eaCe材　co臆e諦sie71Ce　研訪h ih6

Com研け〃毒sts co偽り10i lasl待てαe aγe u,e諒e′ tha〆高hβγ

are.腕haひeタのrighi ioきaんe a γeS左脇l椋14g ihe), need

在l掃e 4低Com筋研みislタ高s a函isoタ∂　伊hich, emlひsed oγ

似i mder loo信耕d鳥ey in a c砂bo`諦, ′の′2)a訪S a pOisoクO

脇ai ca男親ll !イS al aIわnadひeγl偽自I宅01ne初.丁彬co海t読切e

to γegaγd勅e 〔“omm′研タisIs asのIemteS ’’・ (2)

Therc is no question of rccollCiliation or national

concord with all Cnemy `′l榊mg勅e sa彫S鳥海colo研,

脇e sa711e raCe and sol偽柄ms l読居ed by /初毒lγ Se初imenis ’’,

dcclares General Tran Van ’l「rmg whom we have

正eady ciしcd. To put a figlc‘af on a.n anti-national

Ⅵ▼ar COmmanded by forclgn aggrCSSOrS, Saigo】1 has

nd¥'anCed a serics of spurious arg⊥1mentS. ’し、hc war of

lib。rittion waged by thc pcopIc becomc‘S∴aIl ‥ inter一

(I) ◆` 4　nO(、S’’no to neutrality, nO tO COali七ion with the

COmmunists’llO tO legal commmlSt aし項、▼itiet', nO tO Partition

of zones betw(ゝen communists and nation星Iists.

(2) Nguy(m Ma,nh Con-一〇はWhat ideas llaS l)eaCe SuggeSted

to us? What mu、t be done? ’,人証`()ml /)f’/飾Ce規4Jle高n No.

33, March I973, pp. 74, 7う・



nal’’,一` cilril ” War, a CO証r用1しatio11 belwcen thc co量l十

mu臆llSt ZしIld ]la.tio皿Iis白dcoIog⊥(、S∴丁」le PatrjoしlC force暮

hav(‖)eel丁aCCuSCd of a.ggrc`SSio11 While Tllie古s m,tiol十

alist tl-OOPS, C¥・m Wllell t!ley ar.C COl丁mandcd by Uも

advisers ‘し書1d whm th(y掴‘mPled up佃Cambodi掴

aIld Lこ… SOjl,∴ lrC O叫- `` (1ef(、凧1i11g ”抗c漢la,tion‥l

“politica」 Ⅵ相‾fare　唖lCel-　W証(S. ‘`　f’/毒s ;s　#

CO年男cl be偽り吊0用年間〃l馴れl′Zl高男t乙llS肌7“Ile COブタl-

ク111毒sis　7矧で1吊o s裾e　〃毒′ノ緋(乙毒71g !eyγ訪ories・ Tlle

l履io桁をli l ・ ld , 」研ノe硯′0(ieyate言s o)面koing aカe佃IS読

iob・’’(Phalll上山…∴1 1)り,れ上れ毒,工973, p.6).

ThC当IatlOnalist South ’,・叩mboI of ‥ cp⊥C Val佃- ,,,

is presc‘11tCd z⊥S a ‥ l11証J・r ’;

The te賞-1n白aggl-eSSO量- ’’[埴bee主1 i-nPuted llOt tO thc

Americans but t(吊hぐX(片th Vi血旧111eSぐOf whom thC‘

mcmbcrs 。f封lC NFL arc meI-。ly cxccuti‘丁C agCntS.

The leadcrs o=hc DR¥γy掴d Workers,上)al・Ly a工で

billcd as fa.11こItic 」lle詳しlomuniacs. ′rhc milita,ntS Of Llle

NFL, “ del/ll(le(上言函0用mO/lSCl●u据Crea寂γeS,勅71ged

in言Il硯tO71 a/l信彫偽ce‘吊J'の′lSla初‘擁ger ∴ form an

“incI十d。SPC‘1‾cしtC‘ [用d tltterly wca‘r丁maSS ’’(Ph拙

Mlat :¥am - <1助上S初〃耕e′′・ 「- Sarlg Tao |972, PP. J=,

工26). On tlle Cm⊥I‘としry t虹　G」s cしrC PrCSentCd　描

``　blo諒s o! sleel’’ `士012./材e71! (乙II(l ca初l’’,白か祐　鮎l

紺バIんaたable初l’’,卑小′S諒(坤a毒s′声高ltally to解I了、,

eq海砂布(l訪Il “SOplli諦cale(上而e.l’/e`,柄e鞠帝011S ’」.ts

for the “rcp。bljcとm SOldie丁’’’(of Saigon, Ed.) ``在

砂ts a雄(l s2晶s!s as (両肌叩(とte毒γaCIe ’’,“ “he待

q楊e s面e′弓or 10 his (雷(証ysa年初q昭雄の′佃I coクlyage ‥

Iie考s `言Itd催事ク●lsel/,勅e ri’s両sla′′ 0月Ite ballle/γ0硝,

(1d). N…eC‘d to c皿1・甲h(lで111eSC,grOSS disしnI向上

()f hist。宣-ical trllth.

Torrc11tS 。f lies ;もnd ca,l11皿lleS COlltl冊a,lly rai。

upoll the DRVN・ thc Soclalis上North　=Political

warfar〔言’ (1eforms 。¥/γelltS C1漢丁d puts out mOnth-alld

ycar-l佃g …11mmtarics oll the ``lack of freedom’’,
‘弓hC land I・efolm”, =cultural sllffocation’’ and

“po¥▼Crty”. It w三両s to put fl brakc o量l the白nosta,l-

gia for the Nol亜,,, a tClldc‘l-C〉′・Which is buildi11g uP

sIowly bul steadily bccausc, m ma‘ttCl・ Wha,t Radi{)

Salgon may say’thc North rcprese丁1tS a′ PaSt full of

glory for thC Clltirc Vict臆しameSe PeOPIc, a PaSt it

perpetuatc‘S W吊1 its successf‘1l co一正o11tCltio賞l With thc

worユd,s mOSt P。WCrful aero十一aval ama,da・ It wa丁丁tS

but fails t…でmr)¥-e †「om †he prosc a丁1d p。Ctry Of thc

South sucll PhrこLSCS aS `当初〃雄Jo7“yds //le Noγih’’

′′γeg7ノet O声Ile N而7仁, ``bac屈o llle Norlh’’・

H亀110j, the heart of th〔} *‘)rth a.11d of the coulltry

as∴il WhOle,しUmCS十〇lldel士he m(‾)S=urious attack. Thc

tricks s∩melimcs c〔岨be seell皿rough Wiしh ha,lf all

eyc' It was cl…きh, foI・ i捕tal-e。' lo se置1d, a =political

warfarc ” ”担c。-∴ 。 tllC CaP王ねl Io宣言しfo丁廿hour vi諒

°n tllC‘ (臆)CCfl`i白日　Of thc‘ hこし漢1dィ)VC`l-　Of AmCricall P廿

so11Crt;;∴aftc‘r SCCing cしfow strccts　引lr硯lgll ZI Cこし一-

wi-1d申Ⅴ, t上l、、.再VOy, Plummi-1g hims(斗f o一一beil]g a‘]一

1mJ:周一恒l (自)Sel・、でr, CXClflims, = T/ie H(Z7!Oi o/ ‘れ緋

細d中高/用布(坤pea所有l沈s頼e o! 2りIearS’’・
‘‘H・Z刷しI出l) /07照I′ a /面ce研e CO初初e読’.’(1) By

way of (、間‖ll`i(町軸n証llic。SC fl佃ふh: =Ha肋

間St be/焔雷I手ノ甲!凧少o読o7馴S (江〃10S勅e′′e ’’互)

(互中】-l埴11肌用∴=)(リ,獄II(肌)~　丁。j3臆臆園丁主)【- 10‾1ら



Forelgl丁e]-S Who h紺e rcccl丁tly ‘,isitcd the old (ll書ar-

ter (臆)f thc ce萱ltl丁ries-Old city ca,一1 judge the f(}llowi-1g

asscrtioll by thc correspo工lde11t Of So暦7`lia机・` !「heγe

is a′l a彫io乙lS Sile彫eわんthe cit)′, l′le Sile航e O! a cro訪

gaiheγed “i #初e訪鳩“/ler Jhe so槻ds o/ /he初g-訪ひes

Oγ勅e do馴-Z初hs・ ’’(March 15, ]973). O量le阻tl丁rally

CXalts Saigo]1, “City O/ disorder, hoらdγy, Zhe Jas占

Sa7LC初aγy lo b研γ OIlle’s bo71eS諦・・・ la′Ld o/妨mの弓ree-

do’n ” (So71g rha朽March 17, 1973).

A P事eudo_⊂ui章u○○

The白political ” warriors arc aware tha,t Criticisms

alonc are 11Ot Sufficiel-t・当彬do最初名証/he 401訪cal

Siruggle lo雄e mea那io !looγ lhe∴ad彬γSaγγ... 0 `∴ lタe

CO海γary妙e aC鉦ate a吊lle S脇汚妨m alld高a seγl●011S

/ashio母Siγuggle伽d co栂γ妨io星I偽!妨, lhese宛の

ac鉦iiies aγe有lS戸函γable. (工)

The Ngo Dil-h L)iem a賞-d Ngo ⊥)inh rh丁1 br(亜crs

ha‘d alrcady. 1aullChcd the watchwords “¥sia. Orie萱lt,

Na,tio11, Hllmallism, Ema丁「C⊥Patio】l・‥ But t⊥leir house

Of cardsし111der the slgl-board (〕f “ spiritunli肌-- Per-

SOIlalism ” coユIapsed with thcm.

l「o]-eSight。d people h音a、/′e SCe11 Since I965, thc year

Of massive il`terVCl「tioll by thc GIs, that Y信s L'eγy

初句弓I融ihe US is goi′lg lo `勅blish a海初aγy /ro諦

no私エ九t Jhe mililaγ)′ /γ0初演ll ′101 /ail fo c#ten初o Jhe

(`) Ngu)′e}1 13踊　Tr] (gし、neri11) im‘l N胆ye】1 N即c 」3描h:

=Political stru瑠Ie agamきt　日-e Vietmlm(、Se CO宣皿ll刑S五月

(Naれ0,’a/ D串佃) B事l′(′t’,らNo. 39, Sept. Jり73).

函Ii訪cal /rolli・ 」同d言i′lall)′弓γ0′′同e函I訪cal /ro時訪

演Il e海面きo偽e c初ural /ro71t.丁祐or牛扉l出e (汚cl’ded

o鮪!he c1力飯7,alかo初..,’’(Ho Huu Tuo量lg‥ (、011/el’緋Ce

ai P初Xela朽La Boi, pagC 3う)・

Sa,igoI- PrCtends to hold thc mol-OPOly of白面Iy

脇e初獄n彼Se C初loあre;’

`` U)1der !he γegi〃ノteS O/ dictaioγSh砂,鋤訪aS Jlle CO催

m偽1毒si γe諦Iクe, ho妙C偽C初初γe e新s江0γ, io be伽γe io

披40初, /脚Ca14　C与l初γe deひeloが’’affims Father

Tra喜l Tha‘i Dillh, implying Xorlh Viet ¥am and thc

South Vlet Na.m liberated zolle. Hc prcsmtS thc

cultul-e he terms commu11ist as follows:白U〃der a

d初ators7砂, Jl肋′e ;s o写砂o71e t-Oice, Jl初o/勅e dic脇0r・

There読lhe∴ひO売e o声l)eカeO卵e, ilieひO-ice o月he reひol裾

ho男ar), Oyga硝毒a訪o船, i′le t,OtCe∴Oj l初′ai棚, b男声信s

meI′el)′勅e e(高0 0f ille卯ice o/ llle d初atoγ’’(工)

How docs thc Saigo工l reg⊥mC’Parndise∴OI libcI-ty,

intelld to build訪s culture? Genc]-al }guyen Bao Tri,

one of the men in chargc of = politiccLI warfare ” gi‘tCS

this ansⅥγer : ‥ O鵬弓聞Si mα初の’7i #7t C;q万耕,γ毒〃l∴ e-

i7β,ee7口脇teγial p/OgreSS `乙初　sかγ訪偽l研d毒eologi∫`‡l

クγOgreSS a71 eq初男b高m浄励ch 〃うise!声s擁/0γCe中間でγ

iγad在io男al c初研e i′1 0rdeγ io伽O獄門11聞71g諦0 `吊γ告

ぎis γe鋤妨Ig /}′O雄tlte loss o/ eq諦Iibγi初, a Cγisis初ich

a/fecis so′男e a記脇71Ced socielies a7-d狛h初collSl諦痢s oクle

O声庇c/雄r(諦eris訪cs o声his c鋤初γy・ ‥ (2) Thc st青.atCglC

(I) ``Conditions for the development of cultuI-e. Bach

Khoa, No356, (Nov. I, I97I).

(2) `` Political struggle against the VletnameSe CommIli丸s’’

N研ionαl De/mce Bwlletin, No. 39-Scpt. [973.



V]ETNAMESE S丁仁DIES

白bjcctive of this `` sym五ctic cult⊥1re当s lo hjt at ule

Commullis七s : 《`　T/毒s Jsの∂ OCCaSio)わo γe用Ot/e /′le 7)0"肌

`iくるγies b扱peel出I秋?∴CO用事γ),S毒e鋤d脇e C砂, SO彫脇l∂g

7脇clb l乙elクs /oil勅e l融7●le sルategy砂hi`ll・ Seehs io e・可lo最

初s co所Iicらe7nbrace勅e函as研lls aク~d郁e雄e co妨而1′ySiイe

lo ellC読le [he訪y.’’‾(ld)

工n its　‥Proposed policy conccrmng Culture and

cducalion’’(Junc |2, |972), thc Govcm教1e11t Council

f‘)r C1丁1ture and Educa,ti(、n S十ateS, = C初男re ;s Jlle棚ay

イI年e o/ aクta訪o祐[lの砂braces eひer)′lI諭g l′ela訪〃g tOタグlalt

用ihe co偽初演γ, /i′071ノ誰l扉lhわg,の偽O訪ol′S (紹d s函γ初Ial

昭l棚S tO maleγial re脇高es. It cのtSisis o声とll軌とl nlan

l沼S Ci′ealed aクld γeCeiひe晶11 1読　rela待oクtSl吟砂初　h諒

トiellotp- Cγe初res　研~信¥丁(高雄・ All i7乙eSe Crea訪oクlS a初

t′桃e fo研S〆O初e nbOdels for a勅llldes,毒eology and

航zl研al雄IlibeS aタとd `坤iγa訪o雄s, 7高It the res楊illal each

]面iolt isピケl虎ou)ed　7α諦lb SクeCial clilaraCle高話cs　榔海Ie

かeseγひれlg ille ge7~eγal ira考ts o声男all・’’

All this tcLlk abo1丁t Culture is designed to ma‘Sk two

attacks against commmism as viewed in the optic of

Saigol工Cultul-C muSt tra重ISCend politics : it皿st enjoy

′t frecdom which knows no bo11nds. This is a,n ugly

車c colltra,dicted by facts aJ11d thc cultural fascisti-

鮎tion d。SCribed ftbovc, Cmd decried by honest people

i旧mmC‘rOし!S a‘rticIcs・ For cxample -l7,ls ‘乞1Zd Z紹e′′S訪G

′[(彫Oj雄幸可idiozts m研0裾〃′eS O/寂e co机αay南砂Or点・

岨c挑ny.e直、初。‘考y T8aZinc, No. 9’Dcc. 197O十

1s才l研e ′7剛(Z初e coliCe相月g arlぶ聞方lc楊′S? (Doi D宗男

⊥naga拙IC, No. 25, July |97[), Cしlld othcrs・

The Sこ読gou c⊥lltural ma‘rkcL is floodcd wi十王l J¥mleri-

ca丁1 byi)rCJ。llCtS∴所;he ’l/an循O/ assれila訪o男O/ /0性ig脇

C?lli・l〃eS’’, nOted thc‘ PrOgreSSi‘▼C W「iter Vu Hanh,

i`硝化k !ro]〃 /0諦gクl CO初初es lmS b〆研ク●所0γted諦iho初

(待oc/′i〃高m訪o星‥’’(B研h Khoa, NO 53I, Aug. |5, |97|).

工n I-CCCnt yCarS, although the AmeI-ican GIs ha,Ve

Withdrawn from Sol岨1 V王でt ¥こしm, yCt Amcrica,1宣Culture

乙lt its worst remajns. ’し、hc Vletnamization of the war

hasnot put a brakc o-1 thC AmC‘I‾ican」Zation of life and

CuStOmS・ On thc contrary thc cult⊥lral AmerlCaniza‘tion

証fort,語o一〇七ing fro-n rO54, is be肌ng POISOnOl丁S fruit・

’rhe University of Michigとしlら　thc main cducation

centre for the training oI tcと買hing∴PerSOmC‘l, the

Peace Corps, the Pen Club, the USIS’thc Rotary

Club, the Asia, Foundatioll, the Åsia Cultural Associa-

tion, thc US Cultural Gentrc, thc A工D… With films,

comic strips, SCholarships a,l-d十rjps to t‘hc USA’the

advisers, the GIs with thcil‾ inevitable accompaniment

of prostitution and brしItalities, have doIIC thelr WOrk.

〃 The 4n循γica筋Jmクla壷atio7∂ in　勅e /lelds o/ C4初高γe

alOd aγiクroues so serio祐S i′初i男Saigo〃, eaChクeγSOn

S乙lSクeCIs hクS楊ghbol〃 0星eiIlg.a StOOge O! ilie USA, eひ偽

りhe ;s c/壷cal o/ ihe　ノ1〃lenC伽S,’’writcs a Sa,igon

univcrsity profcssor (Die7‘ T諒, Jan. 2工, 197|). Nine

radio statlOrlS, flVC n車上1O11 rlLdio seしS, 50O,OOO TV

sc‘tS, three mi⊥ion dolla.rs’w(証丁Of newsprint for thc

Pl・CSSこしIld other publicat10】1S - Washington sllPPJ.ies

the一冊SS media so gencroしてSly.

It is m⊥し、r(、Stmg tO u"derscore hcrc a11 aSPCCt O王

the influc‘上1CC‘扉Lhc‘ Americal=Vay Of正fc oll [′hc way

of thi11king : SCX十両d(、PraVl与1S glorificd cしS a PrOduct

of “ clllt11rC∴ `〈 c⊥11t1m ” bc壷g avc‘rSC tO白nature・’’

With a‘ great arIr叩. ()f sぐⅩoIogy alld psychoanalysIS,

an abu11dant pscud。-諒c血if⊥(∴llterature PrOmOteS the



Study of sex a,nd scxua⊥ depravities・ Dozens of books

On “sexoIogy’’ha、′e bcen tra-1Slated from French,

EIlglish and German" I十happens that two pub⊥ishing

houscs raccd cdCh other to ha、′e translatlOnS O=he

Same book off thc press first・ Some pI-⊥CStS are now

eVen taking pIcasure iIl talkirlg about libido and sex

Thc psc11do-eXistentiこ11ist vc‘i⊥ of the years I964 -

r968 which cmbellished f⊥esh⊥y furies undcr the

labc‘ls of宜amony ←)f two solltudes∴,白audacity in

living, in being sillCCl-C, ', (I) has fallen. In thc 70・s,

PeOPle argue other、机SC‥ the human body is but a

gament・ the sexしIal act is a ・宜Igし1a,gC ,,しhat cxpres-

SeS What is most hllman in man.

A commercl三Iliz。d art-ill t上IC fom of beauty

Shops, Plastic stlrgCry ctc. --SCeks to cnhance the

intlmate detal⊥s∴Of th(、 WOman. Under thc ‥ surnlner-

壷nces ’’label’ChorcogIaphers make the lnOSt Of the

feminille Skln and fユcsh工可nlS ln the same vein arc

temed白s⊥1PCr prodl丁Ction.’, At anoth。r Ievcl, the

adulatlOn Of forelgn cultures is comblIled with the

highllghtlng Of a natiolla⊥ inferiority complex Fathcr

Tran l“ha王DiIlh counscIs ‥ ‥F研Z Zr脇do γOu γeC短

歌脇yo初alk abo布部γ 4OOO・year his10γγ? Don,iJnd擁

in aひai叫γide of ihe輝io擁yourり′の〕 0勅∴ihe

iragic ”al砂”0叫reひa初g!,, (2) Professor Ta Chi

(|) CF. GllmPeS Of US neo-COIonialism (voI II), Vie;namese
S脇es N。 3〇・ I97I (EIanol) ・・ExIStentialism, Saigon

Style’′, pp. 224-228.

(2) = Coilditions for cultural development ,・ (Ba祝rhoa, NO 365

0ct・ I5,重97重上

Dai Truong is more specific ‥ “ Th生産de読Jhe 4OOO一

γeaγ C初%γe ;s baSed on′ mylhs・‥ (工) Such opinionswere

expressed just at thc moment when forelgn Vietna.mo_

1ogists themselvcs werc discovermg in thc history of

Viet Nam a, traditioll Which partly cxplains the suc-

CeSS Of the resista,nCC Of its people to US a.ggression.

Is it still necessary to point out tha,t the introduction

Of America,n Culturc i-1 Pa,rticular is also an a,Ct Of

aggression・ nOt a,n eXChangc on a basis of equality?

It is rather part of a ma‘nceuVre a,imed at strangling

Our national culturc’aS has been denounccd by the

Ca,tholic professor Ly Chanh Trung‥ it sceks to

“iγa脇S/orクn uS a侮d　鋤γ,desce砂巌初s初o a soγi o/

γelloze’一S短n砂ed ya偽ees, ;n′/erioγ io Jhe Black 4meγicans.,タ

1〃 - Ame「iくanizallion of格duくa書ion_

Washinglon al書he He!m

The developmcnt of higher cducation in South

Viet Na‘m is cha‘raCterized by the more and more

marked tra.nsition from an old-Style coIonialist

Cultural conception to a neo-COIonialist conception.

After the signmg Of the |954 Gcneva Agreements,
= mixed Franco-Vietnamese higher education ′, emi-

grated from Hanoi to Saigon. Pompously dubbed
“National University of Viet Nam ” (Vien Dai Hoc

Quoc Gia Viet Nam) by the Ngo Dinh Diem admin-
istration’it invoIved in |955 Only a‘ few dozen pro-

fessors and lecturers and　2,OOO Students. US neo-

COIonialism was intent on seeing to it that the schooIs

硯h。a magazin。, NO 376, Mar。h., I。72.

9VS42



and especially the university, Should bc used to

Strengthen its idcoIogical grip on the country; it

SOught to create and develop a higher cducation in

the scrvice of its schemcs・ Over the past 2O yearS, it

has transformcd higher education in Souしh Viet Nam

into an organization comprlSmg Cight universities with

about 65,OOO Students :

University of

Saigon

輸id-　Of Hue

-id- Of Can Tho

-id- Of Da Lat

-id-　Of Van

Hanh

-id-　OfHoaHao

-id- Of Mi11h

Duc
-id- Of Cao Dai

State-run (Ministry of Edu-

Cation)

-id_

-id_

Catholic private (episco-

Pal council)

Bud・lhist, Private (Bud-

dhist clergy)

Private (Hoa Hao clergy)

Private (Catholic - influen-

Ced)

Private (Cao Dai Holy See)

The heterogeneity of a, half置State half葛Priva,te SyStem

is to be noticed at once, But what this table does not

tell us is the foreign political &nd cultural impact

involved in an educational systcm in the orbit of

neo-COIonialism・ (1)

([) cf・ Prof・ Le Van Hao. `Society and Culture in South

Vietnam cities under US neo-COIonialist domination’(T坤

Ch高ghien鋤wJich s均Hanoi, nO.重I8, Feb. I969).　_

ASJ)ECTS OF NEO-COLONIALIST CULTURE

Within thc framework of the Amcricanization of

dlffcrcnt aspects of social life, Sa,igoIl universities

throl丁gh a continuous and intensive process, eVenand

cspccially after the pull-Out:of the GI’s, have proceed-

ed to the prcsent stage of the　=Vietnamization” of

lhe War.

R。ughly speaking, American pcnctration (工) has

bcen carricd out in [wo periods ‥ it was sIow and spo-

radic from |955 tO |963, a Period when Frcnch cultur〇

三Il in肌ence聾Stiu predominatcd, but got into high

gca,r aftcr the fall of Ngo Dinh Diem, and has been

Particularly noticeable in the coursc【of the last decade・

American theorlStS ha,VC neVer COnCealed the fact that

the cultural programs implemented in the form of aid

Or eXChanges always go hand in hand with thc poli-

Cics of the State Department. (2)

h the early 6o’s, the University of Hawai tried to

Put into operation a program for thc training of spe-

Cialists帥1 many fields o工aCtivity dcstined to work in

しhe developing countries・ In coordination with this,

thc’丁sAID (United #ates Agency for prtcmational

Dcvelopment) funded teams of弘mcrica重l eXPertS and

PrOfessors working in foreig重工COuntries as advisers,

in iL bid to promote the prcstige of Amcrican culture

こしnd foster the development of forclgn universities

On thC American pattem. Conccrnlng So11th Vict Nam,

(I) cf. Doan Viet Hoat:白The development Of modem

higher∴educalion in Viet Nam, a focus on cultural and social

POlitical forces ’’(doctorate thesIS, nOt yet Published).

(2) CI〕arles A. TIIOmPSOⅡしand Walter H. ClaVeS: Culiuγal

Relのiions∴and US Foreign Policy (Indiana Univ. Press, I963).



threc compIcmentary programs werc la,unChed simul-

七aneously :

r. Despatch of students to thc U.S・ Starting ln 1951

When thc Indochincse Univcrsity was still in thc ha,nds

Of the Frcnch, it was strongly stcpped up after |9b3.

2・ Despatch tOしhe USA (for more o工- 1ess longthy

StayS) of study groups of intellcctuals and educa-

tionists.

3・ On-the-SPOt a.id to South Victnamese univcrsitics

by the sonding of groups of US adviscrs, PrOfessors

and other educationa,l cxpcrts…

To this date, rO,OOO Or mOrC South Vietnamesc

Studonts have studied or are studying in the US, SOme

5,OOO have returned to thc country with American

university degrees, and hundreds of inte11ectuals and

PrOfessors of higher education have visitcd the metro置

POlis in study groups"　　　　　　　　　　　　　　粛

Thcse results are still far from mecting Washing-

ton’s desires. The JUSPAO (Joint United States Public

Affa,irs Office) has made known tha,t by |967, Only 8

Per Cent Of the professors at the University of Sa,igon
hcld Amcrican Ph. D.s・ While 37%　had got their

degrees in France・ The ra,te WOuld bc Iower still for

Other universities (工)・

To get rid of French influence still more quickly,

也e tempo of US visits by South Vietnamese univer-

Sity professors has been accelerated・

Many America‘n eXPertS highly apprecjate the

efficacy of these measures, eStimating that these

(I)・ DoanViet Hoat, OP.cil.

乱Cadcmics, Cdificd by thc cultural and social

{⊥Chicvemcnts oIl the othcr side of thc Pacific would

sce the Yankc'e advisers in a, neW light a,nd show

themscIves morc co-OPerativc with thcm・

Onc of thc ma,JOr Objcctivcs of the USA工D program

f。r Culturc and cducation in Saigon consists in glVmg

short tem training m thc US to thc professors and

experts in univcrsity administration so a,S tO be able

to domirlate Saigon higher cducation by numbers and

frce it from the French grip (工)・ Over血e past six

years, Visits made to the US by professors and lead-

ers of Saigonese faculties havc multiplied・ In ]967

fivc rectors of the univcrsitics of Saigon, Hue,

Can Tho, Dalat (Catholic) and Van Hanh (Buddhist)

so〕Ourned in America a‘nd werc rcccived and encourag-

ed丁〕y Prcsident Johnson. In I968 it was the tum of

工8 dcans of faculty and univcrsity rcctors ; in |969

scvcn othcr deans of faculty’CtC. Within a few years,

a11 responsible officials in Saigon highcr education

huvc made their pilgrimage to America・ At the

siLmC time, USAID accelerated thc rcmodelling of

{(∵⊥Ching programs and reorganization of the univer-

sitleS.

As (買rly as 1957, a delcgation of Michigan State

Univc‘rSlty ussisted in the founding of the National

School 〈J上idministra,tion (Hoc V宛n O仰C Gia Ha励

Ch初) whleh lS rCSPOnSiblc for the training of cadres

for kcy posts in thc reglme : Chiefs of district or prov-

irlCC, heads ()f the ministries, thc police a.nd the

(I) USA工D Saigon, ()揖cc‘ Of Educatio重ら.)“γ海砂a初rγa高-

i〃g, Obieclうt’eS #nd R(ノ/硝加-Vol. I, SaigoII I967・



intelligencc scrvices, dipIomats, CtC. USAID estimat-

es that MSU has donc a‘gOOdjob, aS it haSIcft a,

deep imprint on thc o「ganization, mCthods of work

and programs of cduca‘tion. This success has encour-

aged the US a,uthorities to act in the same dircction :

US a,dvisers and actions Oon thc spot, tO Cha,nge thc

fa,Ce Of Sa,igon higher cducation.

In　|96工, a delegation from the Iuniversity of

Southem IllillOis helped the South Vict Nam Mi丁lisしry

Of Education remodel註hc program for thc t工・aining

Of prma,ry SChool tea,Chers・ It dlrCCtly colla,bora,tCd

With the Sa,igon Teachcrs’ Tra,imllg Collegc to run

COurSCS for thc training of teachcrs for sccondary

PCdagogica‘l schooIs・ The same ‘叩rk concermng

teachers of secondary cduca‘tlO11 WaS taCklcd by a

delegation of thc Univcrsity of Ohio a‘t thc Sa塙on,

Hue and Can Tho Teachel-s’Traimng Co11eges・

In [965’ateam Of cxperts from the University of

Missouri冊elped cしSa‘igon∴Cnginccring school, Whilc

anothcr team from thc Uni‘′erSity of morida, did晶e

Sa‘me for the Collcge of Agriculture, Forcst「y　肌d

Stock Brccding・

In [966’a delcga.tion of Lh(} Uni‘′Cr証y of SollthCm

Illinois handed o‘γCr tO thc Saigon∴administratio】l a

PrOgra工n for ncw-tyPC SCCOndarJ-　SChooIs, dubbcd
“general scconda,ry SChooIs ’」 Thc instructio}1S Were

Carricd out to the lcttcr: il丁thC fo11ow⊥ng year・ [工

SCCOndary schooIs wcrc subjcct to convcrsion on an

CXPerimcntal basis.

Ill |967’thc Univcr高ty of FIorlda sent to S。uth

Viet Nam fuur teams for the st‘ldy of te亀ching of

agricultural sciencc and thrce others to conduct

research into thc orga,nization and administration of

highcr cducation.

At thc end of thc same year’after long months of

work on the spc)t, a delegation of Wisconsin State

University submittcd to the Saigon administration a

prelimina,ry rePOr」the work of scvcn American pro-

fcssors including two rcctors and two deans-Which

gave a description of South Vietnamcsc higher edu-

cation and proposed reforms・ Aftcr the members of

the delegation had bcen killed in a pla,ne CraSh, an-

other wa.s formed to continue thc work ; it completed

the carlier report a11d made the fouow⊥ng SuggeStions :

- Setting up of a CoullCil for U11i、・erSity Admin-

istration to a,dminister statc ullivcrsitics, this council

would havc∴t.he power to appomt alld discharge

rectors.

- formation of a commission of cldl▼isers for cach

rector, havmg the right to discuss thc cstablishment

Of the budgct a[ld thc program.

--- intcgratio11 Of a whole serics of institutes and

CO11cges into thc sa1丁1C SyStem Of highcr cducatio重l in

Orde「 to facilitate mCaSurCS Of control and direction.

-mel-gel・ of thC facultics of Lcttcrs, La,W and

SciellCe・ for n tc‘achi漢1g p1・。gram PrCParatOry tO

SPeCialisatio-1 (I)

(I)Doan V⊥et Hoa.上　中主(ll.

USA工D Saigon, P高/れU′’軌,硝/le=)I thc I~ep’諏2CO/ Vlei Nam

佃repOrt by Hal-l‘y 」「’・ I!⊥nst)er登and others, Sai智on I967).



With the application of such mcasures, the contin-

gent of = retumees from America ”, yOung and dyna-

mjc, Who rcplaced a good number of Frcnch-trailled

PrOfcssors at the co賞1trOIs, ha,Ve CnCrgetica⊥ly ‥ Amer-

icanizcd ,, Sa‘igon’s higher cducation. Their cfforts,

however, run i萱ltO a rcal cultural resistal工Ce: the

Patriotic students and inteuectuals see in them allies
and defenders of the White House and the Pentagon,

Whose crimes of aggrcssion and gcnocide, aS Well as

attcmpts at thc corruption of morals, are gOlng On

in brord daylight.

1n lhe Name of NalionaI

lndependenく● and Demo`「a`y

Thc characteristic of nco-COIonia‘lism, in culturc as

Well as iIl a11 other domains言s to make peopIc

bcJ-icvc that thc lndigeI10uS gOVerl-ment iI- its pa,y lS

dcfendi11g national illdependcncc and democracy.

U⊥1der this slgnboard’ thc Saigon authorities have

advcrtised their {しnti - national and a.nti - democratic

university rcforms・

In 1955’they claimcd that thc Univcrsity should

bc a mclting-POt Of Wcstcm alld Eastem cul-

tures(]). Shrewd observers immediately saw i皿this

Orientat.ion言nspired by thc ‘′¥mcrica11 advisers, a

machiavellia量l mal-OeuVre. As a matter of fact言t

PrOVidcd university pcopIc trai萱1ed in the Fre賞lCh

(I) Cf・ In種ugural specch at the University of Saigon 。。Ii-

Vered by the Education Mmister /Oct. I955主

stylc with an casy way out pcmitting them not to

havc to break at once with their c111turc and cduca,_

(io漢l・ It opened the door to American culture・ It gave

即I eXCuSC for the Saigon administratio喜丁tO CVade the

(工uCStion of the establishment of a llational higher

education urgcd by public opmlOn. It permitted this

昔dministration to continue to cxtol thc outdated

=Asiatic spirit‥ in its most conscrvative and most

reactionary sense and which constitutcd the spiritual

basis of the fcudal and coIonial cpoch. (工)

Thc coalcscence of Eastern and Westem cultures is

a neo-COIonialist trap into which superficial or rootless

intellectuals have been lured, besides the politicia.ns

Who despISe their own nation and fawn upon cvery-

thing forcign. The fruit of this conccption is a pa.tched

up, hybrid, anti-democratic, little realistic and anti-

national culture and education which has nothing to

do with a =coalescence ” or a “synthcsIS’’(2)・ Take

the example of thc Faculties of Lcttc‘rS : thc`Se in-

stitutes of白social sciences ‥　regarded as　白cultural

and spiritual ccntres of South Vict Nam education ’’

Put emPhasis on European and American cultures at

thc cxpeI工Se Of Vietnamesc culture・ Until recent

years, Of the 3O Subjccts ta,ught at the Saigon and
Huc faculties of letters, three-fourths conccrn the

USA,恥ancc, Britain, Chin種　and India, Only five

(工) Prof・ N窪uyen vall ’rruIlg∴`Essily On educatlOn and

highcr leaming in Vict Nam’′, Trinh Bと一y, Saigon I967’

Prof. Doan Vi(九Hいat,白South Vlet Nam campus crisIS’’少

T章4 ruOng magaZin() nO. I, March I972, Saigon-

(2) Prof. Le Van Hao, Op・Cit.



COnCem Viet Nam. Courscs on Vict Nam arc o【一Iy o一一e-

fifth of the total獲lumbcr.

A miversity professor c。mPla‘ins : = I/雄FαCuliy

O/ Leiiers in coルSidered /he cr〃Cible o/ Easle勅〇千彬sterク。

C初Ire申lわんeca鮎e被かOgγa7郷Of s勅dy are (脇初

eqク‘ally脇初1g Z@,Orld c初彬s" The mrgeγ 0/ Eas手Wes/

C初`reS is a l~e脇oタイS te,初犯y　秘所ichllaS luγ彬d ihe

miひersiiy初o a solid !orlγeSS O/ iheクtrba勅諭tellige祐

Sia, a bol雄eOis (初犯hair諦初gen扇a ,, (工)

Ea.ch miversity (Vien Da,i Hoc) comprises a m1mb。r

Of faculties i漢ldependent of one another, almost

Without orga,nic li萱lks. The facu⊥ties dispensc an cdu-

Catio11 Which is funda,menta⊥ly theorctica‘l aJ丁ld gc‘11e-

ra,1, aCademic, divorced from pracLicc cしIld from thc

rcality of a‘ South Viet Xa,m i一一thc grlP Of misery,

Sufferi漢丁g, dcath・ ⊥njustice alld cormPtio一一　O,l this

StagnaI-t PO[ld sta萱lds the l丁nivcrsity　‥l祐e　#

ligh航海se ’’’but ‥ α Jighlhouse擁ho鮎igh仁(2) ; the

PrOfessors fall back on indigested knowIcdgc i吊acc

Of a socicty tumed upside dow▲l, thc stude[ltS rし1mi葛

Ilate Oll a‘Cademic and bourgeois 11Otio萱1S. (3)

It is na,tural tha,t SuCh highcr cducation is po。‥n

resea,rCh work, i11Ventions aTld discoverics・ Si葛lCe I955,

しhat is, OVCr a PCriod of two deca,des, OfflCial用Iiver-

Sity publications of somc va‘ll⊥C llilVe bccn rarc. Ma丁1y

I・ Doa,n Viet Ho高点Soutll Vlet Num C乱mPuS Crisis’′

T” r肋7g magainc no. I’March I972.

2. The slmile is from prof. Iノy C!1anh Trung‥ …Lct,“ry

to ul丁dersta丁丁d the generation of 2O-year-Olds ”, 1ccture givcn

a‘t the university of Can T】1O日yfay I97I).

3. Doan Viet Ho:Lt, art. Ci上

a profcssor has had to tum to prlVatC Publishcrs cveIl

abroa,d, tO ma,kc his work known (エ)・

工t sufflCeS tO rCad a fcw figures to pcrceivc the

mlrealistic and anti-democ「a,tic chara,CtCr Of South

Viet Nam highcr cduc〔[tio工l・

In thc [972一工973 aCadcmic ycar, mOI’C tha‘l1 8o()も

′Of thc studenLs (t‘ltal cnrwhlCnt : 65,OOO, threc-foし1rths

of them crowded in Sa,igo言〉 lVC11t ill f。r SOCial scionces,

the remainder for sl‘1CnCCら　medicinc, Pharmacy,

tcch丁1Ology a,11d architecture, CtC. These proportions

do not corrcspo量ld with thc IleCds of a‘ rCglOll SO

economicallyし111devcIoped a.s South Vict Nam.

Eighty-fl‘′C PCr CC-1t Of thc studcIltS COmC from

rich or we虹off families, Only [5当/u arC Childre11 Of

fa,merS atld workers, Who musl do other jobs while

pursuing地cir studics・ This is 。uitc u喜丁derstandablc

since study c車-tails grea‘t CXPC宣lditurcs, apこしrしfrom

士he high cost ()f lい「ing・

But thc studont is still coIlf]-OIltCd with difficultics

of all descriptions. Thc too rapid incrc‘aSe in c事1rOl-

ment (65,OOO i賞1 I972-73 a‘S aga‘iust o漢11y 2,OOO in

1954-55) 11a,S disruptcd tllC material fou量ldatio-1S Of

士hc systcm alld poscs difflCult problcms cLS far as

cqulPmC11t a,nd teaching ma‘tCrials arc co宣lCem。d・ Thc

build⊥llgS Of thc univcrsity of Sa.igon wcrc llOt desig-

ncd for lccturcs a11d rcsearch work. The Faculty ot

Scienccs is insta,lled i【1 1 former high school and thc

Faculty of Letters in a fomer barrack. Thc Thu

Duc univcrsity 。uartCr has ]11St been completcd′ thc



IICW Tcachers’Traim1g College and thc ncw Faculty

Of Sciences a.rc hard hit by ar shorta‘gC Of cqulPment.

Many lccturcs of thc Faculty of IJaW are glVCn in a

thcatrc.

Difficultics of aIIOther order, and no small oncs

i!1decd, are in storc for thc student. In view of

thc acadcinic and scholastic charactcr of education,

the young man cnters thc university morc to get

a dipIoma and cam his living than to sa.tisfy his

Cultural necds・ Thc rcglmC Which lives on war needs

Ca【mO-l -fodder・ According to a current practice

WhlCh is ⊥lOt O⊥l reCOrd ln any tcxt言t manages

things i園丁SuCh a way tha.t every year, the number of

SuCCeSSful cxa,mi量lCCS docs not surpass 2O% of the

total" Thc ratc is Iower still for higher studics. Public

OPinion言ncluding that of the professors and students,

has more tha重工O11CC COndemncd the climinatory and

draco量lia[1 Character of a u宣liverslty Which produces

tOO many = failurcs ’’1Ild el-ds in ‥ bankruptcy ’∴ (工)

Even succcssful cxamlneCS CamOt flnd jobs casi⊥y.

UncmpIoymcnt among intel⊥cctuals is so serious that

a Saigo重工M.P. lla.S alerted opimOn its disastrous

effccts on cultura,=ifc i丁宣thc cities.

Ⅲ - Expioi書a'ion of Re-igion

I看1 the 」ICO-COIol-ialist climate’religious organiza-

tjo一一S abomd- No fewcr than 3O a,rC COunted anlO工]g

([) Saigon paper /)i・ノn rin May I。73).

thc most important, With the tota‘1 mmber of follow-

crs rcaching close to one half of the populatio一一・

Washington has done its bcst to stcer to its adva一一tagC

thc four ma.in religious currents ‥ Catholicism, Bud-

dhism, Cao Da,i and Hoa Hao, Which, With theiI‾ VaSt

a,udiencc amo11g the ma,SSeS, the number of thcir

cadres and their intcrna,tional rclations, ha.ve becomc

ma‘]Or POlitico-SOCial forces・

We sha11 hmit ourselves to studying hcre thc

typical ca,SC Of the cxpIoitation of the catholic

faith.

・・Reacliva-ed ” Ca書hoIi`ism

In the wake of French coIonia,lism, the White

House has Iong wished to use the Victnamcse Catholic

Church as a lever in dominating thc comtry. (1)

Aided by his brother Nhu・ DICm, :L PrOt6g6’ of

Cardinal Spellman, madc Catholicism thc official

doctrine of the rcgime to countcr thc revolutio工lary

ideoIogy. The ]963 PutSCh put an end to the efforts

to spread their = personalism-SPiritualism-’’But their

successors, ‥President,, Thieu and ・`Premier”

Khiem in particular’have not rcnounced thc use 。f

the cffective weapon of Catholicism・

Thc ultra-Ca,tholics - eXCeSSively pro-Amcrica,n -

ha,Ve nCVCr forgivcn some American factions and Sai-

gonese politico-military forces for having liquidated

Diem and dismantled his anti-COmmunist edifice.

・(I) Cf. Nguyen Duc Dan, Phong Hien and H.N. ``IdeoIogical

and cultural action’’,協G初amese S寂dies nO. 3I, I97|.



Ol宣ly flVC yearS after tllC dcath of thc dictator, they

PrOClaimed,口脇Aaりe had ,o脇i自脇紹760妙/0γ t/iγ-

iuallγ e腸γbody jo γeCOg壷かha"Vgo D諭h Dieプル鋤S

an e毒偽の2t Preside初o/ So初h協et Na〃1∴・ Tlle ・・Na_

訪oml Policies ’’o声he straきegic komleis, !he Ja偽Z d。Z,el_

0クmのtt CmiγeS, theクos加riiy鋤んeS... haひe be。。 inS_

Cγibed諒golde7壷妹rs “lo”g jhe paih o声Iaiioク初

C("短鋤O訪oか’(1). rhe #ltra- Caまholics condeml仁・the

/OrCeS Z楊ch haひe zov”′ked Jogeiher ’o oひeγihrozo, Zhe 7Cgm

Of ihe Firsi Reクublic i雄m ab鋤rd aク!d i初uma′b ma′縮eγ

a7んd c,名ge,名der Jhe PγeSe初chaos.,’(2)

One∴COmCS tO understand the movement for the

= Rehabilitation of Ngo Dinh Dicl11′ ・, prepared through

a series of memoranda. signed by adviscr Lansdale,

aide-de-CamP Do ThoノFather Cao Van Luan, a loyal

PrOt6g6 of the Ngo f〔皿ily, etC… The Thieu adminis-

tration ha,S eVen PatrOnizcd the commemoration of the

amiversary of Diem’s death. Thc la‘tter has ]-eCeived

a new halo through propaganda work seeking to spread

the myth of an ・弓ndependent spirit,,, victim of白his

tough Jinc‘ ’’toward the Americans.

Howcvcr’FathCr Cao Van Ll]an himselfhas reca皿ed

and not∴ v王thout bittcrness, “ yb初(Diem) mdersia”d

/he mea仕れLg O/ this “dage; he脇o毎ys fhe擁eγS Calls

ihe ilノ‘m・ Ii γ0初l栂eγ, γ0侶O’ill Z,e∴SmShed・ (3) The

?l初-Ca擁Ii。S “γe 7ealisiic “ク∂d do海月et go ’,’eiγ ・・ big

(上) Trr“ Huu Thzmh,白T上le Victnamese Catholic and his

iし葦嘉).(Organ of jnformation of the VletnamSe Catho-

(2) Tran Huu Thanh, Op.擁.

(3) Cao Van Luan. ue Co海rSe O′ H寂oγγ (me皿Oirs- I94O-

I965, Tu Dung, Saigon, r972).

(Llly;, a初o礁h勅ey do ′∂O吊7榊勃eル脇s allγ初l

‘iγ0卑初n・‥ This “ big auy;’however, is not prcpared

to renouncc so precious a card as Catholicism・ He has

しこrC〔Lted conditions for its reactiva,tioll.

= I初he col脇訪o鵬nO砂クγeひailれg訪ihe co 〃毎γγタ的aγ

祝電クost砂aγ言hro雄h ihe細O Siages o声he擁lii of軌e

坊elクlan/beSeクeO〆e, ille Caiholics海亀奴1宅0i o解lγ beクγeSe勅

bl在also acceク吊he 〃諒ssioク∂ Of ualOg海aγd aI∂d leadersh妬

The γeaSO偽Js !ha吊he Vie加oaク雛Se Caiholic com勅〃初y,

il10雄h a minor砂,加SSeSSeS a SOl宣d吟ecial docirine, a

iighi oγgan毒a訪olb C励初,g /γOm Jhe /a”O)il声o ’he

クta諒の脇I leひels, a初iale初ai al=eひels, eクタa脇り2g i吊o

iahe Jhe Jead例話guide Jhe∴SOCial γet,Olu訪o在’A/ier !he

7/eひO初ioltaγγ〆/erひescの彫O/ Noひember l, |963 a7id zhe

上最ddhist struggle, O脇e feels o彬’s /eei agai′∂ a71d see居s a

)1傍al亀S io saひe ihe偽a飯川a砂d socieiγ. 016e Ca?出初海砂11

iozoaγds !he Caiholic clell御伽. ’’(|) Fathcr Cao Van

Luan mercly revcaled Amcrican calculations when he

proposcd to Ambassador Cabot Lodge that powers be

l-eturned to the Catholic-dominated Saigon milita‘ry

Junta,: Nguyen Van Thieu, PreSident of the State

Lcadership Council, in JuIle 1965, has bccome the

President ofSouth Viet Nam for two succcssivc terms ;

Tran Thien Khicm ha.s been nOmi】1ated as Premier,

to say IIOthing of many other catholic ge工lCrals and

ministers. Thirty per ccnt of the mcmbers of the

Saigon regulal・ a「my arc Catholics, Placcd under thc

SPlritual direction of 22 Chaplains・ In thc 1967-r97工

mandate, Catholics held 4O Of the　60 SeatS in the

Sena‘te and 4O Of the 135 SCatS in the Lower Housc〇一

(I) Tran Huu Thanh, Oク.cz’l.



At prescnt they constitutc the majority in both

houses.

Priests of si喜1istcr 「eputatio工置- Who had co11a,borated

With the French-SuCh as Hoang Quynh, Tran Du…-

bring togethcr former mcmbers of Diem,s caクG Lao

Party and other reactionary elcments jn the movc-

ment of白Grca‘t Union Forccs月(L鮪L脇宅g Doan Kei),

工972 ; the Popular Socialist Pa‘rty (Nha′b Xa Dang),

[968 ; the People,s Fro賞丁t against thc Communist

aggrcssors (脇i Tγal∂ Nhalb Dal∂ Cho”g CoクOg Sal∂ Xaクn

Lallg)・ |972’a‘nd the Dcmocratic Party (Dang Da7∂ Ch%)

headed by Thieu in perso宣l・ The Catholic Clergy also

rules over the Council of Religions (Hoi Do7‘g 7'07∂

Giao) (工965) now dubbed Joint Council for Nati。nal

Relief, National Defence alld RecollStruCtion (Hoi

Do”g Holt HoクC初Tγ0, Z)ho7∂g彬脇Ta仁脇ei

Quoc Gia), and plantsits men in the form。. Dai Vi。t

and Quoc Dan Dang partics…

召ne Saigon regクme is 7ク0砂mOre Caiholic ihan ii鋤s

u初eγ持O D読h Diem‥・ me Chγisiia桁On物偽証y ‘s zhe

O初γクγ0クO/ Jhis 7egime beca郷e, hoze′eひeγ e//icacious Jh。

Aクmrica…uククoγi may be言i de函ds ’aγgely o” Jhe a防

砂de o/ Jhe協e脇mese clergy,・ rema,rked a Saigon

COngreSSma漢l. (エ)

With thinly-Veiled official enco11ragement, thc

religious community is experiencmg a new vlgOur.

Since Diem’s downfall, four new dioceses have bee重「

(I) Ngo Cong Duc-Z‘etler /rom /he叛eimm。S。 Cath。I乞。S /。

His Ho初ess Paul VT (August I97O).

created : Da Nang, Ban Me Thuot, XuanLoc andPhu

Cし丁Ollg Which’tOgether with the IO former ones, belong

to two celltrC‘S : Hue and Saigo〇〇・ According to the 1973

flgureS, the clergy comprlSeS, a.Part from two arch-

bishops and |3 bishops, 2,O36 priests (double thc皿m-

bcr i11 1955) of different orders and p乏しrishes, twice as

萱「lany Priests (|5 Orders) and nuns (2O Orders), a.nd

工,849,252 1ay people・ I11 SOCial sclenCeS, 25 Per Cent

Of the pl-Ofessors are Catholics while in natural scien-

CCS, the figure is five per cent・ The Catholic popula-

tioIl is grouped in |6 communities led by four com-

mittecs・ One-third of this ma‘SS, COnStituted by 676,OOO

Northern白refugees’’, live in communlties of some

IO,OO。 eaCh in the Saigon area, iしI SOmeCities alld land

development centres・ All this co皿Stitutes an cxccllent

PrOP for the reglmC.

With generous funds in its possession, the Catholic

Church has not ceased expa,nding its ma,terial orga,Ili-

ZatioIl. It has工4,OOO Pla‘CeS Of worship (including 3O

l|ca,tegOry Churches built at the cost of 5O million

S亀igoll Pia,StreS eaCh, r25 mOna,Steries (25 Of A-Cate-

gory), the Pius X Institutc in Dalat for thc traimng

。f Bachelors of TheoIogy, four hospitals and many

Charity csta,blishments. It runs two universities, in

Dalat a,ld Saigoll (Minh Duc) with 4,OOO Catholic and

llOll-rCligious students, and two-thirds of all prlVate

Primary and seconda,ry SChooIs (one half of their

number of pupils). There a,re |5 Catholic seconda,ry

SChooIs in Saigoll a,nd four in Hue・ Economically, the

Church owns vast la.nd estates ; the Saigon diocese

runs a bank (Dai Nam) and a big hotel (the Caravelle).

工O VS42



Catholic newspapers, Publicatio漢lS and printing houses

:十rC Oll thc inCrea$e.

し7S aid - OVert Or COVC‘rL - Plays漢1O Small part in

thc prospcrity of thc church. Let us me量ltioll for

土llSta,nCC the colltributions madc by thc American

Catholic clergy, the favours gra置1ted by Amcrica量-

officers who glVe al丁d traI-SPOrt materials for the bl-ild-

王ng of churches, etC・

Ponegyri`of lhe US-Thieu regime

Thc ultI・a-しねtholics, SuPPOrterS Of US armed inter-

Ventioll, have in thcir ranks four bishops a重ld about

OIIC-fifth of the priests・ They constitute :l Very

influential miIIOrity beca‘uSC their bishops cIIJOy a

grea,t PreStige ill the cpISCOPal council, their priests

are dynamic elements i量l POlitico-SOCia,l organizatioIIS,

they hold ill hand the mass of North Victlla,mCSe
白refugees’’and most of the Catholic organs of inform-

ation alld opmio11, tO Say nOthi事lg Of the decjsive

SuPPOrt Of the Americans and the reglme・

白The Calholics accep/e初he 4硯eγica鵜alld seek偽eiγ

S吟かr信n V毒i N初クわク~ ille a偽れcomm初諒I fighl…　ず彬

acceク吊heかese砂ce o声l移GIs読協el樟招偽: ihey helク雄

7’eSisi fhe coll初ク祐〃毒sIs...丁彬aγeクγeクaγed fo collabo7′aie

粉iih the Alnericm lrooか,雛Sわ彼erely assis吊he A?neγi-

Ca′∂S訪caγrγil〃g O初i′tleiγ Slγategy.‥ We are夕rofou砂dly

gra均初io the Alneγica鵬,●砂e are ready to seyひeきhe′n aS

a horse or a b妨alo Jo ye少aγ ihのn !or Jheiγ COw偽b初io’2

io ihe gγeaきCa鵬e・‥ ’’(工)

I. Tran Huu Thanh, Oク. C高.

皿1S fanaticism has suffocatcd all national pride

用l(l prefers the fo]‾Clgll yOke to thc‘ freedom of the

了(刑ltry. ’I‘his is basicauy thc continuatioII Of the

帆i11d anti-COmmuI-ism cxpressed in the “ Circular

頂IttCr Of thc Viet漢1a‘mCSC bishops ‥ (Nov. I95工) (工), a

profぐssiol丁　Of faith inspired by thc Papal Nuncio

D00lc‘y : Catholics were forbidden to collaborate with

‥ t喜lC Viet Minh saboteurs of rc‘1igion and opponents

亘f thc French. ” Any violation of this ban would

両Ilg eXCOmmm一ication∴roday these catholics declare

油、mSelves cmemics 。f the NFL and of the patriots

帯f! Whole, While the new protectors of the faith are

油(、 Americans, =de佃‘ders o/ /he c宛,ili紹Iioli O/ Jhe

{,卑iγ`, O/ He伽e′了’in the words of Cardinal Spellmaし1

古hristmas 1966).

Anothcr argument i漢宣　favour of Catholic collusion

W皿thc US-Diem administratioIl arismg from this

thcoJoglCal sophism is that it is necessa‘ry tO SuPPOrt

…ly ]‘Cgme Which supports Ca.tholicis重n, however

(‘(臆)rruPt lt may bc (2)・

上」11 1t5叫)Pe(ll o】1 Nov. 4, Iリ73, thし、 Third I証cma宜o工lal

A≠ぐ…bly of u一ri証ans m Solldarity ¥両h t†lC Pぐopうcs of

V」(、{　`昔用上　LとIOS a亜l 〔九mbodla hcl〔l i宣l Turm∴COnSid(買ed the

甲両肩帖、 l(‘ttCr tO be o⊥1tmOdcd, and appealed to the

Vlet岨l‘‘し→申irTry tO ¥、.Ork for n南。llal concord in acco].dance

ヽVlt上- t高】)‘11・1→ itgrC‘em(・nt an(1 ccase prombiting the Calholics

from l`OOPe出口)g ¥u軸the com【mnlStS, tllat is in fact with

thosc who ll‘¥、c zIssumed t-1C CSSential p孔rt of the ncL七ional

llbe重とLtion nl〇、(周ent.

2. Some IlOisy anl主Thleu 。emonstrat10nS Organ]Zed by t]le

ultra-Ca七holics ilre　重一1Crely 。emagogic masquerades to

dlSaVOW iL US age11t ¥¥ho has become too discreditcd.



Thus in spite o=he Appeal o=hc Third htcma-
tiona,l Assembly of Christians iI- Solidarity with the

Peoples of Vict Nam, La,OS and Cambodia’thc ultra-

Catholics have not calmed down followlng thc sigmng

of the Paris Agreemellt・ They keep ca11ing the com-

munists “demollS, ¥′lPCrS∴ a‘nd accus⊥量lg them Of

being白aggressors ‘宜丁their ow一一COuntry. Is it neces-

sary to reca,ll that言n violatioII Of the spirit of Vati-

can II, Father Nguyell Khac Ngu urged that the

words = aga有栂,he “thei諦c co′脇肋isis ‥ be recordcd

in the resolution of the Asian Synod (Nov. |97O).

Father Tra,n Du came ouしagainst theAppeal for Peace

in Vict Nam launched by Pope Paul Vエ・ Efforts were

made to laullCh a movcment for emigration to Aus-

tralia. and South Amcrica right after皿c fiI‾St SCSSion

of the Four Party Conference in Paris・ Pressure was

brough吊o bear m a bishop to compel him to with輸

draw his statcmc量1t: “IIl any Circumstanccs, the

Vietnamcse Catholics w皿　remain in Viet Nam‥.

Priests who tra,nSlated thc documents of the |97|

World Synod and ha‘d then- Publishcd in the maga-

zine Cho?G (Choice) were rebuked vigorously. Fathcr

Nguyen Viet Khai was dlSmisscd for having preachcd

national collCOrd ; his Vinh ’∫ha置lh parish has been

pla.ced mder口上。Cal i11terdiction ’’for having sup-

ported him in thc stl・ugglc agamSt CXPIoitation and

OppreSSlO重l ・

The archbishop 。f Saigol丁, Nguyen Van Bi量1h’has

taken up the cudgels for thc Thicu reglme in the

matter of thc political prlSOnerS and that of the fivc

leaders of the Young Workers’movement・ Against the

assertions of Bishap Gumbleton (National Catholic

批POl・ter-May |工, ]973) hc has tried to justify the

.1rbltrary detelllioII Of civilians’gOing to the length

吊dcl丁ying thc cxistcnce of 2OO,OOO POlitical prlSOn-

‘畔incarcerated by thc regimc. (1)

世c ultra Catholics wallt tO delay as long as poS-

`亜- the application of thc decisions of Vatican II.

皿cy pretend that these decisions are not necessary

川Viet Nam where the phcnomcna. of Catholics leav一

冊the church and of athcism are not so serious as

て一1Cy havc bccn in Europc or America・ Renovation is

砧lS Carried out only for form’s sake ; CmPloyment

証Victnamesc i11 CCremOnies, Simplification of rlteS,

(ゝXCmPtion from kneelillg during services…・ Several

yc{しrS after Vatica置l II言ts documents have yet to bc

t萱・…Slated and submitted f。r discussion among the

lnaSSeS Of bclicvers.

Ncverthelcss, the ide賞1tification of the spiritual

w亜the temporal, CSPeCially with American domina-

{10-1 {Ln。 Saigon’s bdlicose anti-COmmunism, in the

i佃g r… PrCSentS a deadly da11ger for Catholicism・
′丑l"S JuSt What a dcar-Sighted section of the Viet-

】l柚lC照∴elergy has comc to realizc. So there have

こしn、…一m,rC flexible tendcncies of all sha,des, SOme

Of w壷i(、一1 ure gClmillC‘ly progressivc. Bcsidcs those

I. Cf言甲I)ぐ種l o†丑e Turln Thir(=lllem証onal Åssembly

Oi uうr]Stl往m (N(、、▼・ I‘タ73上白1n Soutll Viet Nam, LllC US

govemment all。 t'1e SこngOll iLdmlnistration ilre rebPOnSible

for tlle WOr≠m11g　`ltuatlOll because uしCy　血ve particul種rly

refuiCしl to rぐ。O即l/() 11re Thir(I Forcc‘ and set fl‘Ce∴2OO,OOO

politicこLI pri細工er月、▼l冊(、 O-11y guilt is to wa-1t PeaCe∴an(l the

restoration of dcmocl・atlC l▲berties in thc country∴’



Who struggle in thぐrallks of thc *FL, thcrc arc‘ those

Of the Third Force, the radical intcllcctuals who

Waut tO enter into a sincerc dialogue with the other

Sides, Particularly thc偽el Na′,“0′~g gOaO (Ca,tholic

Vietnamese) group (I).

The cultural fascistization丁)y “ POlitical w創‾farc ’’,

the Amcricanizatio喜l Of highc‘r CdしICatio11 Zし11d the

expIoitation of religious fait宣l are P三両al丁d parccI of

global neo-COIonialist stI葛atCgy. Thc cし11しurul resist-

ancc iIl the zone controllcd b). Saigo漢書aS WC‘11 as i萱t

the liberated zollC is developmg ln StreIlgth, eSPeCi-

a‘lly in this period of llalf war ha,lf peacc’’, When

Cultural confronta‘tioll is no less importa,nt than mili-

[ary confroIltation. Thc position of thc pa,triots ca丁l

be summc‘d up m this poillt Of the PI-Og【●こしm Of Ac江on

of thc` PRG of the RSVN.

= To combこしt thc e臆lSlavillg and dcpra、7CdじS-OIle】正

Cd culturc and educa‘tioII Which are impalI高g佃r

PeOPle’s finc cultural tl‾aditioI博’l、o build cL皿tiollal

and democra,tic culturc a11d cd丁Cati「町　tO d凸Clop

SCie葵lCe al-d tcchniqし1C… To rこIi消thc‘ Cult¥l]完工stalld-

ards of the peOplc‥・

完l撃~(∫t　う事,時で

工・丁半1し∵…u正　しcm1 is N卵のl (間〔∴部a(ノ　VIし′l N(〃〃 (V而-

namesc CathollCi), m Ng軌)b [在! Vの′7　員)昭gl飾(C鉦ho=c

V王et皿へmeミe) tしle王llVer机○▲1 iヾは○言1叫)ly a pla)γ uP〇二l 、VOr-ls,

but a (Iじ3‘rじ((一I)ut em王)11.昔、1S O11廿(、 natlOn.

The Olher War

NGUyEN KHAC VIEiV一- PHO」¥朽∵H[EN

白ThC he出t∴冊1 so11l of凧、 POPし高tlOn r(、a叫’becomes

the bigg(、、=諒Or O圧しleC{㌻→ Or信江-1【C ∴

竹雄nl榊,er, ・航l研/面の占柄ochmの,

F所用aγy 3,十°う†)

l“A New S富「a青egγ: †o CreaIe

a No Man?s　しand

▲¥ study mission sent by theし7S Sc`11at,C Lo Soulh

Viet +a,m tO investiga‘te Lhc problem of wこしr refugecs

h:しS Wrilte]1 dow11 thc followlng fl11dillgS in its rcport :

‥ Onc half of (South) Viet Xam’s populzltim - SO工皿e

ten mlllOn PeOP⊥c -- have been forccd to喜11O‘.C, Oftcll

一一冊y・ Limcs ovc「, aS refugees si-1Ce 1965. Somc qllartCr

mll」ioll Of thesc refugces by official coullt rC‘m諒l in

lemp()1・a.ry Ca‘mPS… ThぐdisIocations c〔LヽlSed b}、 tllC

WClr h〔しVe ShatteI.Cd the social fこ高l・ic of V⊥CtllameSC

lifc∴l‘he fし11l cxtent of the wこしr’s impa‘Cl uPOll thc

王alld an(l peopIc of Viet ¥am is extcnsi、'e alld diffi-

Cult to l・ecord・ AIollg With thc toll m li¥▼(、S and lost

lliml)S thelでha‘S bec-1 a†丁　aCCOmPa,nymg tOll ill thc

StrC‘ng地肌d functio丁-1ng Of societal institし1ti。nS. Oncc

a pl・C‘dom1n…tly I-ural soci〔"ty’tO(l三甲(机、r ()5告Of



/
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a葦
South Viet Nam’s population is i。 urbanizcd

So一」th Vict Nam is 110W Zm agricultural deficit

= A massi、了e SOCial welfarc problem has emerged in

the needed ca,l・e of 88o’OOO OrPha’nS Or half-OrPhans,

65O,OOO War Widows and some 18|,OOO disabled, am-

PutCCS, ParaPlegics, blind and deaf.

白For the first time m Vietnamesc history there is

nccd for institし1tions to help thc aged persons nomally

Cared for i宣l the cxtended family∴ ,,

いStudy MISSion Report pl’CPared for the usc of

thc Subcommittee to i†1VeStigate problems com1eCted

With refugees and escapees of the Committee on the

Judiclary - US Senate. US Government Printing

Officc', Ja皿ary 27, I974, P 99).

▲lt a‘ hea‘mg On August I, |973, the Subcommittee

heard reports on the same question which poi事1ted

O¥lt that

=工n cvery・ c王ty, in e‘′eryPrOVi丁1Cial t。Wn a‘Ild villこしge,

011C' SeぐS tOday small groups of children… many if not

all ftrC deprl、▼ed of the basic cssentials for hcalthy

growth and dcvelopment by any staIldard・ Thcy have

CO】11C tO thcし1I-biLn CCI-terS With their mothers, ma重ly

Of whom have ha‘d to t11m tO PrOStitution and forced

their children into the streets to fend for their own.‥

“ Children, mOSt Of the children jn (South) Viet Nam,

ha.vc bc‘en am0-1gSt the most　廿agic victims of the

Vict Namwar. ’’

(Hea]‾illg bcforc thc`　Subcommittee to iI丁VeStigate

P重・oblems c(mneCted with refl】geeS a】1d cscapees.

US Govcrnmcnt Printillg Officc‘, Aug臨t I, I97j,

p・ I6)・ (工)
′皿e rep。rt-makers, Who had tra、,elled widcly m

South Viet Nam a‘nd visited many refugce camPS, 1叩

Slress on the followlng eSSentials : destruction of the

comtrysidc, forced exodus of the population to the

towns dubbed = urbaniza,tion ”, and abovc all destruc-

tion of social and familial strし1CtureS・ Report II (of

]973) says among othcr things :

= Mr Chairman, I cite these conditions to ca11 atten-

tion to a troublesome and disturbing possibility士hat

thc traditiona,l functions of the fa,mily in socializing

as well as caring for the children and the variety of

Other social systems tha,t SuPPOrt thc gencral welfare

of a pcople may well have been seriously and nega-

tivcly affected if not destroycd b). a War in which we

had such a promincnt pa,rt. We do not know the full

照tCnt Of thc impa,Ct Of continued war on the orga11i-

zfttio叫functio11S and streIlgth of thc family ill Viet

Nとし1「工’’(p・工7)

“ Thc (So‘1th) Viet Nam of 。Id looked likc l「†OSt Of

出(一　°ther agrlCultural countries. There were cIose

仕上証ons bctwecn the land alld the population, Which

ll¥▼(、d c‘losc to the la11d it cultivatcd. From thc air,

lowl{l漢1d Viet Nam was a pa,tChwork quilt of paddy

la」ld a両small family compounds・ Toda,y an a,erial

View gl、-e登thc impression of a喜l l丁Ptlmed cradle. In

】11atly PartS Of the comtry, Particし]larly m Military

(1) =柄’…g t《) (luO†e from th(一、月‘¥O一でPOr十年、で油拙c`点吊hcm

rc京王)eぐ十重、し、1y獲れふ)Ort 」批点Repo重-とl」・



Rcg⊥(一11 T und皿lltary RcglOn II・ the popula‘tioI- has

bce丁1 tOta,11y displaccd a一一d strung out along the

「oads・’’(p・ 34)

’」、hlS dしsplaccd rし1ral p。Pulatio量1 1S ↑1OW PaCked iI-tO

thc tow」1S Whic上1 a‘rC in no way fit to receive it.

=工t must bc‘ reCalled that the Saigon-ChoIon al・Ca

in ⊥954冊mbercd less tha,n half a milllOn i[lhabitants.

Its populatiol1 1S nOW eStimated at more thall tWO

millioll (some givc three millioI上- Ed.). To a lcsser

degrcc‘ but w⊥th similar groupl-1gS, thc {11・CaS Of Huc,

1)a Xang, Qし丁y Nhon, Vu11g Tau :111d others fしre i11 thc

Same Sitし11aJtion. The aggravatioll Of fam⊥ly dissociatio重l,

Of hcalth curc dlfficulties, Of dcli丁1quCm寸and crimi-

na‘1ity =しre amOng the slg11S Of i…11merchle persr)喜lal

tra,gedics, Of soclal ba丁-kruptcy caused bl亜s rapid

urbal丁izatiol一・’’(P. |8)

上n Rcpol-t I, tlle authoI‾S WOlldeI‘ :

白0工C皿1St aSk what happellS tO PCOPIc u一一der thcse

CO,1dltlO】1S? What happcllS tO fa‘mil)/-, tO mteI-PerSOnal

rcla,tiollShips with m pr⊥、'aCy? TllCSC arC‘ i血uma.一1

COnditions iう1 that thcy destl.Oy mdlVidunl il-tCgrity

…d a』SellSC Of wu宜11 and i一一that thc‘yV101atし、 theし1ni母

Of the f{Lmily∴‥ (P. r4)

Thc pこ11・ticula,rly b蝕1C血l …fl⊥1e11Ce O=his foI-Ced

llrbanlZ三両)11 O工=llC yOuth has bcelしhighlightc‘d jn

Repor=I ‥

“ Olr…描i互’SC‘CS ga一一gS∴Of yo…gStC【・S Wa.ndcl高g

about品igoI一…d othc‘r tOW~1S. 。c‘linquency mfests fmd

COl血1し1C` t。 mfcst thc‘ tOWnS Of (South) Vi。t ¥am tO

。est一・0丁tllぐh1ma丁1 POtential of thcsc de⊥i岬lCl-tS S。

long as the basic necds of man are neglected, POSSi-

bilitics are llOt CrCated for their slgnificant participa-

tion i11 thc material and social production of the

country. Thc mushroomllg Of bars’白bar girls’’,

prostitutes, thC belt of bars and caf6s a.round the

military bases i-1 all the reglOnS Of the country‥ all

this can but leav▼C deep woullds in the structures of

the Vletna教nCSe family life・ ’’(P. |8)

The dcst「uction, the dlSintcgratioII Of hum拙pc丁SOlト

ality ha,S bcen discrcetly evokcd by psychiatrists :

`` Pcasants forced to takc l-efugc ill CamPS I-apidly

losc th。i「 dlgllity a,1丁d matllrity..’’(Rcport H ‘1uOti11g

an article il吊he脇o信砂0′l Post of OcIober I3, Iり72,

p・ I78)・

As to thc csse血al caし'SC Of thcsc pc)P可atioll displd-

ccmelltS d'ld of thc`11-　tl-ag⊥C COllSequonCCS, these

rcports gl‘▼e the bom上) tOmlagC droppcd on Indochina ‥

7,80O,OOO tOl丁S,一1Ot tO mCntion all eqしIIV三両1t quantity

rai喜1ed by othcr aI・mS, ZirLill叩r i一一Particular・ alld

toxic chemicals which have destI.OyCd the vcgetatio11

oVCr SeVeI.al millioll hectaI・eS, The　祖1thors∴also

compared thlS bomb to冊agc with tha,=ISC(1 dul-iI-g

World War ’rwo ill all opcratio皿I thcatrcs : 3,5I7,OOO

t佃s. which lS less thall One half, imd they stressed

th“し　a.n cstlmatCd uう1eXPIodcd　3OO,OOO,OOO tO

()l)(主…),OO。 Pou-1ds∴∴Of cxplosivcs rlnd mines still

elai11丁こしd正しv　しoll.

*

Arし‖l…C` llugC血皿旧md s()扉nl dis・localiol`S the

traglC (、佃SC‘(1uellCC‘S O仁⊥ W拒　Waged w皿colossal
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tech【1ical means, dcpIorable indec‘d, but m)t foreseen

by their promotcrs, Or do they belong t(同d(.1iberate

policy?

Who benefits from thぐ　Crimc? Who profltS by

this largc-SCale mel‾Clless dcstruction of a】l entire

SOCiety, Ofan cntire people? In a messagc se漢lt from

Washington to ambassador Porter jil Saigon, Robert

Komcr, One Of thc chief pr。mOterS Of this war, lets us・

know that :

=Latest rcports indicate that as of　3|　August

(I966) a total of J,36ェ,288　had bcen processed・ It

hぐIps deprlVC the Vict Cong of rccruiting potential

and rice growers…

Such is thc白p`)Sitive ’‘ sidc 。f this scorched-Carth

POlicy, alrca(1y assertcd in the first year of the

massivc intervellしiol-　Of US lroops: tO∴StarVC thc

POPulatjorらCrcate "10 maI]’s lal丁d to delly thc “VC’’

m踊power肌d 〕でSO冊CeS" As General Westmol‾eland

SaW thc probl白n in cL statemCllt i-1エ9()5 ‥

“ Until llOW thc peas21nt flLrmeI-　has ha‘d thrcc

altcrnativcs : h(〕∴COuld s十叩. put alld fouow his一`a-

血ral iT-Stimt to stay cl。Se tO the lalld, livillg beslde

the graves of his a[leぐStOrS. He could move †o a.11

arcとし　一1漢1dぐr g。VCm丁nent COntrOl・ Or hc co111d jom

the V(; ‥

鳴uoled by l宜は1C(;S l吊祢1‾ald i]1

1っ,e ′タロh`ノLa力e, p・348)

US slrategy simply consistcd ill lc‘aVmg thc pcas-

unt bl置t One OPti(‾一n‥ tO mOVe tO∴all area・皿dor US

COntrOl, making life imPOSSible for him dsewhcre・

Still Wcstmorela]]d hopcd to utterly destroy thc NLF

regular forces by massive　=scaI・Ch and dcstroy’’

conve量ltio11al opcratio]1S・ The patent failurc of these

tactics led WashillgtOl- a【ld particularly thc Nixon

administration to adopt another strategy. Robcrt

Thompson’Who pa‘rticipated in thc = pacifica‘tion ’’of

Malaya, and was olle OfNixon’s cIosest advisers in the

conduct of thc war, has summed up his experience of

comlter reVOlutionary war :

在世e subsequent succcss of thc (MalayaIl) Govcm-

ment can be attributed to the basic plan of Ge置1eral

Sir Harold Briggs, Which dirccted the attack on the

enemy,s infrastructurc within thc population and

which resettled about 5OO,OOO Of the scattered rural

Chinese population ; tO the controI o、γer the Commu-

nist party and isolati11g the population from the guer-

rilla units, tO Field Ma.rshal SiI・ GeI-ald Tcmpler for

his dynamic drivc in implementing this plan until the

remammg guerrilla units were driven back into

thei宣・ Junglc whcrc thcy could be systematically

eliminated. ’

(Robcrt TJ!O重11PSO生月cz/。lu′諒omry War m

Woγld Siγategy, 68)　　‾

For the author, in 。 guerrillil War

・`CIca,rl)′・ dcsert is thc least suitablc (for the

guerilla - Ed.) becausc. w⊥th lt,S lack of cover (and

water) it can be dommated b). gOVemment forces

usiIlg∴aircraft, 11elicopters, ftrmOured cars and clec-

tronic gadgetry.

Revolutionary war is, therefore, 1ess likely to

occur, either in rich and densely populated countries



(一r, a=hc othcr extreme言一丁OPen des。rt With a scat-

1crcd populatioI同ving l量賞at)jcct povorty・ ’

(初d・, I)・ I3-I4)

’rhc conclllSioI賞is cvidcIltJy to make a dcsc‘l-t thaI】ks

to modern tcch丁10logy言Igai11St PeOPle’s war which

makes a combatallt Of cach inha,bitant a fortress of

each vi11age, Wa,Shingto。 believes it has found an

answer: tO Oblitera士e thc villagcs and make life

impossiblc for thc pcopIc‘.

In a more academic way, and considcrillg the other

aspect of the problcm, anOthcr adviser of the US

admillistratiol一, a university professor writes :

=The Ullited Staでes in Viet Nam may well havc

Stumbled upon the answer to ・wars of national

libc.ration∵ The cffective respo11SC lies neither in the

qucst for a conventio⊥1a‘l miユiLary ¥′ietorJ nOr ill eSO-

teric doctrimS Zmd gimmicks of countcr insurgency

Warfare. It is instead forced-drafし　urbanization and

modemization which rapidly brlngS thc comtry in

quCStion out of thc‘ Pha.se in which a rし1ral revolu-

tio皿ry mOVement Can SuCCCed. ’’

(SしmuCI Hmtingto]l. rhe /?a5is of 4cconクmOdal!On P. 655)

To create on the onc hand zl rural desert where all

life alld thereby all resista,nCe bccomes impossible,

and on the othcr hand, dosely co血ro11ed urba,11 areaS,

SuCh was thc strategy systematically applied aftcr

the faillユre Of many pla‘nS for total rcconquest of the

COuIllry∴　This strategy servcs as the basis for

I・ Vi`而1amizatioIl,’’the cc量ltral policy of thc Nixon

.1dministratio11・ (工)

With thcir interve萱1tioll in Viet Nam, thc Uさ　stra-

tcg⊥StS CamC uP against combatants aIld people very

(1ifferent from the soldiers of Westen1 rC‘gular al‾mies :

thc‘y Stick t(, thcir land a萱1d c‘ViI-Ce m1COmmOn PerSe-

¥′eranCe a-1d coura.gc facing the most tc‘rrifying tortu-

]-rS …d wcaponry. US dominatioll CannOt L)e e11Sured

し)y GIs …1fit for this kind ofwar, 。nd too costlv. Thc

了「1aSSive landing of half a million America量lS from |965

to |908 was a last rc‘SOrt, an emergenCy OPeration.

′「hus the s-1PPreSS10n Of thぐnational resistance ol-

thc one hand a丁ld the building of a solid Saigon army’

police and administration oll thc othcr hand remain

鉦ndamental goals.

Once the rural dcscrt has beell Created, One has to
.‘ rccon¥′ert′,, thcse milliol-S Of peasa,ntS forcibly

主)rO11ght to the areas u工lder Saigon controL ′∫o the

P(、l-tagOn Strategists, the psychoIogists and socioIo-

封StS Of various univcrsities havc taught that man lS

deぐply detcrmined by all the socia,l structures and

点しtionships which cnmesh his life・ thc cultural

自mdcIs which insplre him, the tra‘ditions which under-

]し(、 his daily life, and that one cal- malllPulatc‘ men

申c]-Cating ]1CW COnditiomng PrOCeSSeS Which’StrOng

岬(l 「cncwed, turn them into quite djfferent bcings・

圧。W tひtum PeOPle strollgly a.ttached to their nativc

la両, Who in addition ha,Ve becn imbued, many Of thcm

甲litc deeply, With national and rcvolutiollary ideas’

(I) Tlle mmber of B.52SuSed under Nixon rose from |O2
十〇　2○○.



i用O docile mcrcenaries, into c‘ⅩeCutiollerS CaPablc of

lmSCruPし止ously k皿ng, Plul-dering and torturing their

own compatriots and blood brothers? (工)

How to tum a people who are proud of t,hcir

cellturleS-Oldpast, Who ha,Ve Waged a丁1 ardent strugglc,

iI「SPired by a deep natio⊥1al feeling alld a powerful

rcvolutiona,ry idcoIogy into a letharglC’SerVile massノ

ready to acccpt the worst jobs and an illdefinitc

forelgl丁domination?

That is the problem Washington has sought to soIvc

by mobilizing al=he technica‘1’financial alld intel-

lectual rcsourccs of thc country∴ Strategists, engineers,

SCientists, SOCioIogists, ethnoIogists, PSyChoIogists,

economists, historiallS, POlice experts, COunter-insur-

gency specialists - SOme Of them like Robert Thomp-

SOn have leamt their trade in the old Europea,n

COIonics -have taken a hand ill Creating this com-

Plex network of the most varied measures and prac-

tices in the most diverse fields・ B.52S, naPa,lm, tiger

CageS, POrnOgraPhic films, the hammemg Of minds

by radio and television, are uSed a‘1ong with fa,lsificd

history textbooks, SO-Called existentialist philosophy,

Christian institutions and rites, drugs a‘nd a‘ntiquated

Confucianist dogmas

2 -From He11書o Ihe consume「 Solie書y

Let us take a peasant family in the Mekong

dc‘1ta or in Central Viet Nam, in Binh Dinh province

畠‡嵩霊蒜等諾岩盤: 2OO,OOO POllCCmen and

his village・ His ricefield, garden a-1d house

defendcd agamSt floods, tyPhoollS With the

his fe11ow vi11a.gers. ThlS land conquercd from

bumillg a fcw ]OSS-Sしicks. hl the villagc llVCd

Ilumberi]lg about sixty persons, Childrcn

. On New Year’s Day and on the a11CeStOrS’

a.ries thcre were merry get togethcrs, and

Without bei丁lg a, nOtable, Mr Hoa happily

callcd on relatives i11 tOWll for =L fcw da,yS・

Hoa. had bec11 through thc miscries and humi-

heartcdly hopcd for也e victory of the resis-

over the French coIonialists and hailed the

Of the Dien Bien Phu victory. He pla,yed」host
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example・ ′I‘he father - 1et us call hlm Mr Hoa to

: him aname--is 45 yearS Old, and had always

丁latural elements hc ha,d cultivated with love, a,nd

allCeStOrS’graves arc also where hc oftc量l Wellt tO

Hoa:s brothers, COuSi11S, andullCles - the cxtc]lded

somebody was i11 or when a giftcd boy nceded

「 for his studies, eVerybody contributcd as he

Led the vi11a,gC meCtings alld soIcmn functions,

g and theatrica,l perfoma11CCS. From timc to

first, he was fasciIlated, but he quickly becamc

mesick for he missed thc riceficlds glistemllg under

3 Sull, the ba.mboo hedgc sway⊥11g in thc breeze’

; rClativcs alld neighbours to whom he felt bound

. cvery fibre ofhis bei11g・

ioIIS Of the coIonia‘l period・ Though lleVer ha,Ving

n politica11y active, hc had openly expressed his

huslaSm during the grcat August |945 Revolution,

revolutionary cadr6s, Whose simplicity he liked

VS42



and spirit of sacrifice hc admircd. One of his dreams

was o漢1e day to mect UI-CIc. Ho. His cldcst b。事　22

ycars 。Id′ had c111isted ill the lil)eratio漢1 forccs・ So

far Mr Hoa and his small family had bec。 SPa,red;

hC COuld go 。重1 tendillg his field and his ga‘1-deIl, aIld

cven scnd his small children tO SChool. But disaster

suddc宣lly befcll him hlS housc’garden a11d field

WCre COmPIctcly destroyed alo]1g With the whole

viユ⊥age, and his wifc‘ killed by a bomb・ There was ]10

question of rcbuilding allything or putti丁1g agam u量lder

thc pIough completely uptumed lands wherc u量leX-

Ploded shells and mines could at a量「y timc kill those

who ventured to work them.

Only one option remained to Mr Hoa, that offercd

by the US command‥　WiHy nilly to movc to a

refugee camp or any town, JOl11ing thc great mass

of the displaced. Thus hc was ovemight pulled off

his land, 1osing all contact with his many brothers,

uncles and fellow-Villa,gerS, havmg nO mOrC tradc,

no daily work’a丁1d not playing any roIc. The village

bamboo hedgc, thc commuml house wherc peopIc

gathered, his ancestors’graves, all that had disap-

Peared in the cataclysm・ From his vl11agc, Mr Hoa

Only brought with him thc mcmoryof a charred ]and,

POCkmarked with huge craters and strcwn with corp-

ses and debris.

*

白OIl both sidcs of a roa,d dusty on sumy 〔kys and

muddy on ralny OneS Which links B.L market to the

nearby national road are strung out ncarly one

hl用dred tln十OOfcdhouses, I-Cgl-1a】-1y spaccd. Thc roofs

血Ilぐglaringly ill thc dazzling sun. Thぐpartitions

旧しd(、 Of packil-g C種SC暮　m]Ⅹ　their　*mCll with the

(冊…ations fr(一皿一札　huge glしrbage d‘1mP acrOSS the

一間1. Thcrc arぐno trees or anything to hi11dcr the

吊(、W. All aro皿d, fl barbed wirc fe一一Ce mgS day a‘11d

l畔上1t With [hc}∴SOm1d of cmpty prcscr¥′C` tins shakell

・。 imy mOment・ Though comil「g from o一一〇 and the

¥五me Villagc a~ld meeting cach othcr d急lly, thc pcople

i…′e lost thc`ir acquaintanccship si11CC‘ COmlng herc.

宜1。y lll admi=his but camot rc¥,ivc that atmosphcre

吊good fcllowship and rustic simplicity. Whc‘n thcy

蛤ど肌　tO bc cstranged from cach othcr, nObody

k11。WS・ Worries make rlngS rOuIld the eycs and dig

(1eep wrinkles on forcheads, While accumula,ted trials

冊d rcpI‾CSSed anger hal′C tumed frie重ldly faces into

l丁laSks full of indiffere量ICe, if not of coldness▲　The

hOuSeS, the market, the ricefields m the neighbour-

h()Od and thc garbage dump, although part &nd par-

。(、I of their livcs, becomc quite m1famili虹　For this

lふeWユife has partitio丁1Cd off men and heal-t5 1ike

p晶s we11 registered, numbered and laL)C‘lled・ Life

時IleS tO PleCCS, drifting likc rubbish on zしStream.

ヾlleh is life m a refugcc camp, aS dc‘SCribed by

㍉常用Wrlter Vo Truong Chinh i萱1 his story ‥Bay

仁王…∵’(I)oi DわらreView, February |972). To Mr Hoa

仙(l hlS Childrell Who have just endcd up thcre,_thi

lS llO time to sentimentalizc. Pγ高砂m Uれeγe. First

SurvIVC‘. Policemen and informers swarm around and

「ecord cvery word, CVery geSture. Everybody

iS Photographed, reCeives an identity card and each



f肌ily mustpost up on its door the number and the

namcs of its membcrs. Evcll in his vi11age, When

he could hide his persona=ifc behilld well cIoscd

doors or a vcry thick hedge, Mr Hoa was fully a,Ware

that the Sa,igon police would I-Ot forglVC him for a

slipped word, let aloIIC a geStしIrC Of oppositioIl・ Hcre

as the policemcn watch at every moment, behind the

barbed wire and in the corrugated iron-rOOfed shacks

OPen tO all wiIlds, hc must not say or do a工1ything

that could bc construed a,S a Slgn Of non-Submission.

In the village, his family livcd off the land. Hcrc he

must daily beg for his food・ Mr Hoa kllOWS that many

a relativc or fellow-Villager of his had been clubbed

and sent by the police to far-aWay Penitelltiaries to

suffcr most atrocious torture. Though 1置Ot a COWard,

hc had never dared to do anything that might land

him ln SuCh situations. At first, he felt i丁1tenSe

humlliatioll at havlng tO aSk for alms every day and

to show a scrvile passivity as he wa11ted to reac七in

ordcr to avoid havmg tO bow his hcad whencver his

children looked at him.

The kids, howcver, raPidly lcft him tO run about

among thc huts, tO Wander about the markct where

they lcamt from (川IerS Who had come thcre before

血em to ask for clga,rCtteS and titbits from soldiers

and policemen and soon to commit petty thefts

Feeling completely powcrless, hc wearily did not

interfere for he felt tha,t his own identity was break-

mg uP tOO and that his only ca,re nOW Wa‘S tO SurVive・

Family, Vi皿age, fatherla,nd, dignity’a11 these became

da‘ily more hazy in his mind a.nd he did not feel up

申Chlding or cvc萱1 advisillg his childre量l・曲o fate

佃d〔、d hcre, 1-1 this drcadful camp, S(一his childI・Cn

hnd to mi漢「d thelr OWn.皿c‘ eldest had jomCd the

汀Wlutiollary f。rCCS a.11d had not bcc'n hc乏しrd from,

凧1 the two y(冊丁ger O】1CS Wi11 n帆∴Stay in thc camp

f{)l- lol-g・ L11red by thc life outside, they will bc

¥1証しnizcd ns thc mC'11 in Wa5hiI]gtOn havc decidc‘d・

*

‥点l皿expeCtCd animatiol「 alld prosperity has

…丁lC tO Bull hamlet. All the brats who rccently had

thclr CyeS glucd to the ′l‘V set at Buong’s house, Call

l-OW CaSily get fl fcw h一mdred piastres with which

t(、 re、′rd or gamblc. They havc glVell uP their classc‘S,

110PSCOtCh and marblcs, a丁ld leamt a lot of Yankec’

ハ′丁… Korc‘a暮1, W《汀ds・ Thc girls have rapidly gI-OWn

。P, a喜ld bccome morc bcautlful言thcy dress ostel一〇

{証ously a暮1d kl-OW how to makc moncy. With the

吊Clgn SOldieI-S, girls hav。 COme il- iucrc.asing num-

b(。-S tO SCttle in the hamlet. Thc r乞IVine bchind

j丸ol-g,s hoし丁SC has bccn filled iI- tO build sma音ll

、V用dcn lodgi11gS・ ′rV scts, fans, tim1Cd food, bcds

問しl wardrobes pour ill・’’(|) Writer Vo Truong (加l「h

申(ndy quotcd) adds to thc dcscriptio喜l Of thc ham-

l(l用1e Slght of the ncw houses whcrc’behilld drawn

"l'宜ins∴O漢l,C C持n hcar the clacking of bccr bottles

¥油i。h accompanied thc laughtcr and c。arSC jokes

。Ve]` iL backgrol「11d of jerky music・

申V。 Truong。hinll - B請い7?g’sSt`/′y inD用D剛・ FebIu証y

」う,量り7∠.



Mr. Hoa‘s childrc置I Wi⊥⊥ Il。t rCmaill lo細lg iIl this

hzlmlet・ LuI`Cd by 111C City工hcy wiユ⊥ rしISh hcadlorlg

like flSh i萱1tO a喜l(士iLnd go to those towns which

ha,VC nCVCr nttraCtCd Mr Hoa,∴and which havc

CXPanded still教nOrr raPidly tha萱I B… ha.mlct・

=From |965　tO I967, Qui Nhon, Which IヽしImbcI-ed

bo,OOO PeOPIc, SaW ils populatioII JumP t。 I65,OOO

thel-　28o’OOO i一一　⊥q73　Evcryolle COuld sct up his

h。uSC Orh丁1tWhc‘reVer he could, Whoc‘VC宣-　he is: a

man in rags and taltcrs, 21 War i漢l¥,alid o宣-乱bigwlg.

Roof of ti【1, thatcl=)r WOO〔l Multi-StOrey COl-CrCte

vi11as o‘γerlooking thc coast bCtWCe量l tWO hastily

rlgged-uP Sh2しCks… No septic t{…ks or garbage dump ‥

OllC WraPPed c‘VCl‾yth両g ill nCWSPaper a‘nd thrcw it

i丁ltO thc sc亀… I3ctwec量「 I9()5 and [973 Ql⊥i Nho]1 WこしS

こI forelgn tOWn. ratheI‾ ÅmericaIl OI South K。rC‘;m.

For every |0.OOO lllll孔bitants there WCrぐI,0()O bcしrS

Wlth highly un-VICtnameSe llamCS : Ol{　B。1-, Tcxas

Ba置‾, Johnson Bar, Happy Bar, Cl.aZy (古rl B±L重・, S11111ight,

Hawai Blue… Qui Nhon h描L)CCいme iL glant magIIC‘t

Which attl-aCtヽ　Cl。し丁ds of thOS。 WhO SCll thcII・ Charms

Or becomc procurcrs∴∴alld strcc工W記kers. Aゝ　thぐre

lS the ]丁eed f()r Stlll mo喜でglrls, thc mcil, Of thc t量・ade

上Ia、′e becn compellcd to orgallize a large-SCalc }.CCmlt-

111g netWOrk.皿ey Pu上しds iIしSaigo丁l nCWSPaPCI‾S :

Wailted : COOks ba.rm正ds, SeCretarics, 11urSCS…　Thc‘ir

盤onts s[lCak i11tO heこしV叫‾　POPul血d quarterS tO

rccruit girls with gllttCrillg PrOmiscs〇 、Thc pool- girls,

lllred by mo11ey, Or thc more ul-士ortmlaしC O喜1CS Wh(一

WerC Simply kid丁1apPCd i一一thc opc‘一1 StrCCt, are∴SCllt

()ff lo Q11i Nh(丹「 a,nd fo「ccd t() 「CCC‘lVC C11St{)mC‘rS.

Thcy I-CCCIVC f。。d from {hc`ir bosses who kecp thcir

ldcntity papcrs・ Each I-ight clし1b is under [he

patronagc of tlle POlice, guu‘rdcd l〕y SeVC‘ral military-

meIl i-1 lcopa,rd u事1ifoml言しn。 uI-dc‘r thc‘ P「。t.eCtion of

乱high perso【lagC`. me uI-fortl一皿tC‘ glrl皿st say

farcwcll to he宣・ yOuth.’’

(Ni看lh Vしl ‥ 1輝0偽ge o7中海N/酬in the Saigon

ncwspapc【- Diell r諒(‾)f J…lC‘ 7-IO-工973).

How iIldc。d call a yOu噂WOmal- 1丁1a皿ge tO live

il- thesc ovc‘rCrOWdcd towllS Which have l10 il-dustry,

一‘O tm1y TIOrmal commcrcc’ bcsidcs thc scrviccs

cateri萱lg for tl huge amy, forclgn描d -1ati、′e- an(l a

plethora′ Of poしicc? I⊥l Qui Nholl, (、Vぐl‾)「 nighlノth’rC

肌用t leasし5OO bcggars sleepi-1g佃th(‘ P描C‘1し1C‘両,

nlal丁y Of thcm dy⊥重lg Ol- thぐspot ⊥l- COld wc‘1Lしhcr

車COrding to thc SaigomewspapcI弓)ai I)(tll /‘oc, May

28, |073). Oncc thcy havでI CSCape。 ]-証s,皿・CStS a11d

depol-tatioll・ the people who c‘}l。し1P i-1 ouCh Soulh

Vl。t皿meSe tOWllS aS Saigol一, Da NaL-g, Qui Nhon,

Hue …d Nha宜ang h訓▼C∴Stlll to出rc. Like la‘boratory

Iwh lIl an eXPerimcl-tal mazc, these peoplぐthrown on

同(‘ lown pzLⅤemel-tS 。r hcrded i-丁Shallty tOWl”、∴are

(lc‘高士s111三両il丁g blows w上しCl吊hey ¥千丁1t‘lre into fl for-

l)l(丁d(、n Wこしy, Or lrC gl¥▼C11 reWこLrds und f…一urS if thcy

点k(当he pa‘th set L)y lhc cxperlmCl丁talist・

当、▼皿c wc speこしk of thc llullgCl・ Which lS thI.eこ庇い

l照　缶milleS創ld wc ollrSCIves ttrc‘ hu富lgry aS Our

。1iddny mcこ正was I・CdしICCd lo thぐmini置-1し1m, (一n the

S祝g佃rlvel工)Oa,tS With outb(温rd motors glow 11-1dcr

HlC‘ S川1潰しhc‘y PCl-fom c¥′山tio冊, tOWl一一g Or Carry-

11「g m(、11 t…(l wom(m ill mmks or bikし。i*, St「Ong,



Pll-mP’radiant, With good healtll a萱1d an aptimistic

aiI∴ For thcm life is truly enJOyablc. But fighting iS

ragmg less than 3O kilometrc‘S aWay and thousands of

PCOPle arc flceillg the areas which havc bcell Set

ablazc after see111g their ho‘一SeS reduced to ashes,

Plu一一gmg down the whirlpooIs of misery with their

ChildreIl in their ams. In Saigol重itself, nOt far from

there, how many families wallow m these cddies!

Fo重● thosc, howevcr, Wh(〕 ride the outboard motor

boats life is tmly pIcasal-t仁

’l「hc author of tho登c lines, Ly Chanh Trung, a

PrOfessor at Saigo量l m〇iversity’ belongs to tha,t

minority wh(ら　aidcd by thcir culturc and social

POSition cal- Stlll rejcct the altcrnati‘′CS Offercd by

thc Washington leaders. The samc IS nOt true for the

maJOrity, for thosc who have sc‘Cn their houscs

rcduced to ashes aIl`d whosc childrcn {LrC Cry⊥ng Of

hunger・ What is to be donc for Mr. Hoa,s children

h11rled into the stree[s 。fおigon (}r Qui Nhon?

Thcy arc hし1-1gry, homeless∴∴and jobless. Al-O皿d

then丁thc ubiquitous policc mltiply ra‘ids a‘nd arrc‘StS,

qucsti(m11丁g PeOPIc o園丁　CVery StrCCt-C。rnCr. Around

them therc IS also a fashionable life’PeOPle drivmg

i-1 Merccdeses oI- Cadillacs, da‘ZZling ba,rS, girls in

alluril-g attirc‘, SPIc量ldid air-COnditioned ‘′,illas, Shops

and stores crammcd with l11Ⅹ11ry gOOds, Silk goods,

nylo一一fabrics, I-efrigeratoI-S, TV scts, in brief, all

thc ga。gets fm(l wealth of a consumcr society・

I}1 the bal-S∴alld restaL11rantS’Whisky blcnds with

thc hcadic‘St Winc‘S COmi量lg from I寸ance or Italy’With

thc sophisticatcd spII-its distilled by Victnamesc or

chincse mcrchants, and thc European, Vietnamcse or

chinesc rcstaurantS kc‘eP thcir best dishes, aS the

club does, its most bea‘l-tiful girls, fo]一all thosc‘ Who…

Can Pay.

one must not ol「ly survivc, but also livc Elt a level

unknown so far. For brcakfast, it’s no Ionger a

matt.er of a fcw swcet potatoeS but of a bowI ofmilk

coffee ()]・ COCOa・ ′ro mOVe about in a city whicll has

grown so inordinately’OnC llluSt havc a motorcyCIc

o賞- a mOtOrizcd bicycIc. Nylon clothes拙c i11dispen-

sable, 1nd so arc English or American clgarCtteS・

one is really unhappy witho‘一t a ′I`V sct at homc. The

influx of forcign goods is fantastic : 65O Or 75O million

dollars, worth cach year for a cou喜ltry Which cxports

at best somc tenS Of mi11ions of dollars worth of

goods, nOt COmti-1g the goods stolen from the US

ArmyPX and the hundreds of m皿ons of dollars

spent by the US troops and servICeS・ South Vlet Nam

which used to cxport ricc’nOW imports rice along

with refrigcrators, CarS∴and cosmctics・ The ncw way

of life, th乳t is thc n。w goods, is 「caching ¥▼illages so

′rhc Saigomc`WSPaPer Ch初L{‘a77 CXClai量llS ‥

‥ふて、or thc last few ycars, TV scts’mOtOrizcd bicy-

cles, refrigerators ELnd othcr up-tO-dat。 COn、、oni(、uCCS

I出ve flooded thc m肌kct, drivlng Mal-XISt dogmas

lllt(l the darkncss... Ås a mattcr of fact, Whcn people

l一同1y CO…1try havc a well十eCし-rCd matcria1 1ife,

]d。Ology becomcs∴a11 idle topIC - as deftly outlined

by Mし0 ′l`sc-tung: t。 driYe thぐwretc‘hc(1 pca‘Sant

mSSC`団ninst thc tow冊㍉ demalldirlg lzl11d and riccc



This pe「spcctive is growlng mOre and moIでblurrcd

a-1d unreal.’’(MaLrCh I4-工6 i筆SueS).

Thc‘ authol- too casily forgcts thc Qlli Yho】=,1- Sai-

gon bcggars and shanty towns, but cIca工十v 1111maSks

thc i園丁tentio]一S Of those who havc wantcd to submergc

South Vict Hum ill a flood of c〇°SumeI- g。Ods.

’ro白illtegrこLte’’thc Victnamese pcopIc i一一tO thc

US collS⊥lmCr SOCiety cxte11ded to thc Asia丁I Sho】一C買)f

tllC‘ Pac⊥f⊥C‘, aS thC‘ Amcricall WOI-kil-g dass h捕bcc'n

illtCgratCd in thc mcamng glVCn tO the tcm bv t】1C

Philosophe宣- Marcusc, tO dest]-oy i-1 thc VictllamSC

maIl a11 idea of nation’ClこしSS, PrOSPeCt Of thc fllture,

all reflcction 11POn thc humail COlldltiol1 0r thc d(、S-

tiうly Of thc co冊1try言丁1 all attCmPしtO turn him into

星・ mC'rCena‘ry a‘]1d iL tOrt1漢rC‘r, - this cしi111工-emai丁rs, nt

thc c(、11しl・e OfしTさらtrateglC C。]lCe。l*.

The Unitc‘d Sta‘tCS CamOt dlStrib丁lte l壷ige血uIS

alld Ho11dこL m。i()r bicydes or Mcrcedcs cこしI・S tO t,hc

e】一tlrC ‘『rb肌izcd ’’populatlOn ()f South Vict M皿.正し

a pool‾ COu血y言t can still cI-C鉦e皿s I〇品igeI-こ血r

a'一d motorcydc psychosis which dm▼es mi111(購Of

PCOPIc int‘O a Whirlpool maki-1g all rcHecしioll飾d

eo】1SCie11CC impossiblc. A mOtOI-CyCle lS a mCre gこしdgc‘t

fl町L Cltizc}1 Of a highly illdustrjalizcd cou血y, bし1t

thc‘Se lnaehilleS Can become肌Obsessio11 for people

Who hlth(血) h{lVe上1ad t() tOil c…d moil to c‘arIl thci「

daily bowI of宣-ic(、.

At one timc the Washi11gtOll PO皿clこしnS hこしd thoしIght

they col丁1d illS十il thrOt-gh thC‘ir maSS †nCdlこしinto thc

SouLh Viet量丁a一一1C`SC POPula‘tion a ‥ 】 atlOnalisl丁子, b乏しSCd

on a blend of ‥ Christian persol-alism ‥こmd phrases

abouしfrccdom Which might countcr the patl-iotic and

revolutionary ideoIogy. With thc fall of Ngo 。inh

Dicm, OVCrthrown by a ¥′lgOrOuS漢1ational細d popu-

lar mol′CmCnt, thcsc illusi佃S V′aY-istlCd' 1f cvcr they

werc rcally sha,red by thosc rcspo【一Sible m the

pcntagon and thc Whlte H(川SC. 1`hc otller War, Which

.co宣ISists ill Wimlng hcaI-t.S tlIld mil-ds, mSt bc waged

m a muCh more radical w叫∴

The l)C`St Way tO dぐprlVC PC()Ple of thei‥dus isto

awakcn thcir bLLSeSt l11Stil-CtS’lt SCemS. Iしi筆ft rCal

fasclnatio-1 for upro()tCd iしr-d allC‘11こ血I pぐ()Ple, fo量. Chil-

drcn thrown on thc strects, gn乏しWed by hmger and

fcar of the pollCC. ¥/叫not do llkc ‘しIl thosc who

量-ide oll Hondas oIndrl、'C Merccdeses, a工nuSe丑omsdvc’S

all day lol-g ln bこし[`“Vlth ilPPetlZII-g glI・ls・ Wh}・ rOt

i置l the bidonvilles I。1d c‘Xhaust onesclf in scarcll 。f

onc’s dally Iice・ CO雨al叫Il、mgし11-der th〔、 th皿b of

thc ngcnts of those ln POWぐI. Wh}- boLlleI-証映しt

筆cruples, digI中, h佃our, ho重IC‘中, frlendslllP' SOlld乱

I-1ty, Clnd not crot“)、'er tO thc other.1de, 111e Sldr of

tllOSC` W⊥th powe量‘Llld m佃ey who c細apell。 tllel「

hol⊥d叩〕n 。eLkl⊥, ¥「し111g l`こし11 ()一- C¥'e萱1 1漢1 1高re or

I十ongkong言md c… i11…t, be証しn。 to血r‥)thl‘ISつ

Lost ill t[1at l皿CIstI-佃十・ Mr Hoa,s chil(lren have

rこしPldly f。rgOttC。 Wh批hc⊥r f亀thcr had rc‘COmmCl-d。。

to thcll丁in thelr C祖y y佃th. Life is hal-d inし[le

sl]-CCtS (一f缶igon ol- Qlli th)ll言しnd on(、 1S ur)I1 5WCPt

胴y lf olle doc‘S nOt Sharpe11 OnC’s fangs. To makc

]mm‘)- be…11.S thc皿mI)er OI丁C‘ CいnCem, aS lhe pr(‾)-

¥▼e丁、~圧しT`一W姐ll刷C)- O車1C Cal- bし[}- eVell faines



O一一ぐ　bcgmS by committing∴a PCtty larceny, One

SmOkcs {m English or Amcrican clgarette, drinks a.

gJass of whisky in fl bar with a girl and, aS aPPetite

COmeS With catingJ OnC raPidly lapses into more marked
“ cxpIoits ”. Thcn 。n(弓ine day, Whcn the cravmg for

Whisky and thc tcmptation of girls are more imperi-

OuS [han cvcr’OnC finds oneself with CmPty POCkets少

ZIS即。d 。PPOI-tunities ha、′C mヽt bec】l Offcring. For an

{lblc-bodied young 】11a,n Who has lost al] desirc‘ tO

W‘一rk - and zL j(’b isn’t easy to comc by∴anyWay-

thぐ{lmy and the police arc aJways thcrc to offer a,

](血gc and thc possibility to make one,s way.

M()r…でr・ t】1e CXILmPle concs from on high. What

C‘X乳Ctly w描　上十CSidc証　Nguye】1 Van Thieu in his

y(州th言f ]10t胴(、 of Lhose hothc‘ads who had cnlistcd

as I P〔皿Chutist m thc∴Sぐr¥▼iee of thc French, †hen

by 。証(一f scrvility'血ck{、ry :しn(1 crue⊥ty wormed his

Way uPしo i)C}CO置11e描I O蝿c〔、「・ gene量ral a.I-d presidcnt,

W⊥th fこIbl-loし1S ba竜∵lCC佃}1tS {しbroとしd? Wit一-Out havmg

丑lS POSSibility, Om∴C{⊥ll :l{ least d(t like thosc many

(荊cers who tr乏しffic m (、VCrything, P⊥under thc pop臣

l血)n i一一t.he coヽlrSC (一f ope]-ati佃s, r←)b the Americans

細工thci‥)WJ- SOldleIi,∴ md ma-1agC itt least to build

Villas’driv〔) i了1 CarS and bl教工手themselvc‘S beautiful

A police】11aII C{⊥Iし　記ways c`XaCt " Small sum from

{L Pa‘SSel・-by (、:111ght breaking thc low, Or a fortune

fr。m PCOPIc he帖「c血‘nS tO dc‘mlmCC ftS a ‥ commト

nist‘ ∵ A gov叶I-m(、nt (証icial always h(lS thc oppor-

tuIlity t() makc 】nOn(、y Orl thc‘ irsu(、 《証し11y liccnce, a.

Visこしf。「∴abrozしd, Or a big buS王mSS dc〔ll. h brief, One

only needs to bdong to that huge machincry which is

the power, a,nd′ aS SOOn a‘S ←)nC holds cven a, Small

share of it, mOnCy COmCS along. Public campalgnS

agamSt COrruPtion fo11ow onc another’but the practicc

remains for lt lS an CSSCntial elcmcIlt Of the reglmC

itself. Did not Primc Ministcr Tran Van Huong once

exclaim that if onc really cradicated corruption one

couldn,t fmd anybody to work for the rcglmC.

A woman can scu her cha裏・mS and a man his capa-

cities to ki11, tOrturC, OPPreSS and terrorize pcople’

be they relativcs or friends・ Rich America is at hand’

well disposed to pay‥　A Saigonese′　Thai, Soし1th

Korea,n Or Filipino general costs less than a GI・ Onc

can also bccome part of this society by way of busi-

ness or traff⊥Cking and thc excrcise of powc工工ikc

that of prostitution is intimately blended with traffick-

mg. The trafficking m allthority and in flesh minglcs

with trade, flnd so a vll⊥a.ger can very raPidly beco-

me a,nOther man. ‥ He has put on wcight・ his chccks arc

slack, his neckhas grown fattcr, rOund likc a hog’s, and

his belly juts out・ Ea‘Ch word, CaCh gesture’eaCh laugh

of his denotes the pridc, the sclf-Satisfaction of a man

who has secured his ends a‘nd respects nothing but

money・ His wife has put on wcight too, her compIcx-

ion is much paler and she now looks likc a doll in

a shop-Window’the typc of a light woman easily of-

fering her charms under a short blouse and blし1e jea,nS

which cling to her skin’ With a latest-fa‘Shion hairdo

and outrageous jewels・’’

Thisis how the Saigoncsc writcr Phan Du in hlS

short story Mai Mai (脇” reView, Septembcr [, |972)



describes :吊oγmCr PCaSant COllPle from hlS ¥'illage,

Whom hc had m。t after scveral years m iL beautiful

Villa with latcst-Style f‘一mit-1rC an(1 big wat(`h-d。gSト

ノ晶d thc al-thor hcavc‘S ZしSlgh :

“A gravc' has opcned in front of me. Th(、 imO-

C〔mt yOImg girl whOm I regar〔1cd as a.∴Sistcr has

dic‘d・ She has gonc, in her nc.w incarnati。n Which

CXhibits her most seductive charms in order to satis_

fy the desirc of a diquc of forelgnerS CagCr for plea-

SurCS. Gone, Wlth hcr lcwd attitudes full of sclf-SatlS_

faction’re、′eallng a WOman eXPert in thc art of dis-

Playmg her own body;

A similar sigh is heaved by Mrs Nguyen Thi Ngoc

Tham in her reflectionsupon thc VICtnamCSe WOman ‥

`` Onc has Iost a11belief in what is Ioftyand sacred.

Eve「y sensibility lS anaeSthetizcd and mutilatcd. In

thescpcople, human esscnce has ru】1 dry. As death

haspasscd cIose by them, they fcel they must first of

all sur‘′ive・ Thewill to livc has reached such a degrec

Of intensity tha,t they have not hcsitated to live like

bc‘aStS, beasts with human faccs… Such is the tragedy

Of our martyrCd co丁事ntry. My heart bursts when I see

Our PCOPle sinking into the abyss of perdition・’’(Sai-

gon review Bach Khoa, October I5, |97O)・

Tomこしke om constantly fcd the cold breath of death

Whilc offering a chance to live a-CCOrdillg tO OIle’s

instincts, thercin llCS the art of thc neo-COlonialist

Strategists and politicians・ In othcr words少tO COndi-

tion milliollS Of peopIc so that they do not hesitatc

to llVe like bcasts, bcasts which the tamer will latcr

make perform to his orders.

3-From Brain Wqshing

書o Philosophi`aI Drugs

With all his instincts, man remains a malらthat is

With thc idc‘aS iIIStilled into him by socicty and past

()r PreSent history・ To re重l丁Ould him, OnC muSt Clean

oway thesc ideas a.nd substitutc othcrs.ノIccording to

(、aCh stI‾atum a丁1d cach categor)., the mcthods diffcr

(md ar〔) mOrC‘ Or less brutal, Ol- mOre Or lcss subtle.

For thc broad masses, all the modcrn technoIogy

Of propaganda and publicity isput into action-radio,

tc‘lcvision, CartOOnS, POSterS) disks, nCWSPaperS, all

()f them galore言n quantities quite disproportionate

to the productive ca.pacities of the country∴

白In the district of Cao Lanh alone∴’ writcs the

缶igon -1CWSPapC‘r Chi励L14a” (March 16, ]97O), =the

m丁mbcr of TV sets compares to tha‘t Of kerosene lamps

2O yCarS agO.’’In Saigon, therc are about tcn lavishly

illustrated wcckli。S With la.rge circulations, many

dailies, While the broadcasts of Radio-Salgon, Radio-

Amy and the Voice of America day and night ham-

1)1Cr aWay at PCOPIc:s minds・ Infomation, Picturcs

岬d audio-Visual stimuli of au kinds arc‘∴SPrCad at a

!_hythm and in an abundancc irrclevant to the tech-

111Cal level of the socicty. A real flood unfurls upon

:しPOPulation by no means prepared to rcceive this

SWeepmg Wave, in which thc sIogans and the worst

invcntions of anti-COmmunism mix with appcals to

Violence, POmOgraphy, advcrtisements for luxury

goods, COSmCtics, latcst-Style cIothes or footwcar’ins-

titutes of cosmetic surgery, incitements to trust onc’s



fate to clairvoyants, and to ask for one’s horoscope

from ・` professors ,, of pa.1mistry or astroIogy.

Cinema, (and TV films) takes p【-idc of place in this

array. Evcry year, about 2OO films are imported from

the United States, the Westem countries, Taiwan’In-

donesia, Hongkong, Which dwell chicfly on croticism’

violence, Sadism, SeXual perversions, and drug-taking.

The Saigon paper Dien r諒of June I6, |973 had to

exclaim :

=Let ushope that those rcsponsible for our cinema

work with perseverance to swecp aWay this poISOn-

ous flux spread by the imported films, Which is pol書

luting our screcns・ Let conscious spectators boycott

these rubbishy films・ The forelgn Cultural invasion

must be considered an ulcer cating into society" Let

us not be dazzled bythe glowmg and fantastic coIours

of the forelgn films and let us not permlt Our yOuth

to bepoISOnCd.,, On November I’1973’thc same news-

pa,Per renCWed its a‘PPeal by critlCizmg a Honkong

film in which ‥ one plays with a pistol, gallopsmadly

on horseback, rObs banks, betrays one’s friends, rapeS

one,s adopted daughter, ’’then it sa,yS :

‥ PiIl-uP StaI-S are uSed to camouflagc thc intention

to poISOn the public. Film producers and importers

must be regarded as sa.boteurs of society. This dark

pIot must be denou工ICed - thc diffusion of loathcsomc

films, SO that parents and men of conscience may

advise the youth’a-nd seen to ban the intrusion of

those poISOnOuS films imported from God knows whcrc’

which ha.vc been disrupting our society. ’’But what

can these few admonitions do against a large-SCale

POlltico-COmmerCia‘l undertaking witII COPIOuS means

and thc approval of the men il丁POWCr? Don,t those

丁eSPOnSible f。r the Saigon cinema, rCferred to by thc

JOurnal, CnCOurage the diffusion of such films by inci-

1illg thc Iocal fllm industry to similar depravity. The

おigoll film He Mo‘On (Late Summer) awarded a prize

in Octobcr r973 at thc fifth cinema festival features

持n Clderly pervert, a yOung demobilized soldier, and

こL girl student returned from abroad. It drew the

followlng COmment from the newspaper Dien T読Of

October 8:白The nephew sleeps with his aunt・ All of

them are idle peopIc who spcnd their time doing sel-

fish’destructive and irresponsible things;, On Octo-

ber 23’the newspa,Per added ‥ “ There are ma‘ny films

that make you sick. "

Film experts, PrOducers, artists, authors aIld movies

house ow皿ers w皿y-W皿y must go with the stream

lf they do not want to face baIlkruptcy. The regime,

しhe authorities, the American bosses will not tolerate

孔healthy cinema, Still less a national cinema which

、VOuld a‘rOuSe those human ideas and feelings which

they precisely want to eradicate. The theatre and

literature must also work to that end.

The novel y鋤(To Love) by a very fa,mOuS Sa,igon

T10Velist・ Chu Tu, PrOmPted a film of the same title

the ma‘in scene of which was thus summed up by the

IICWSPaper Song rhalク(February ]I, |972) :

“ Tuyet Nhung (the young girl) sIowly unbuttons

to set off the advantages of her ana,tOmy. Then she

lets herself go: with a palr Of surgica,l scissors, her

lover (a medica,l student) cuts up the girl,s cIothes

ェ2 VS42
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picce by pleCe・ The scISSOr StrOkes move boldly and

vlgOrOuSly i-1 a COnti-1uOuS mO‘′ement Of annc‘Ⅹa-

tion.’’

Onc can imagme What comes after- erOtic scenes,

dagger stabs skilfully executed, terrifying agony, tOr-

tures, SCeneS Of violence’all presented both in the

cinema and in thenovels with a wealth of detail・ gri置

maclng faces, COntraCting muscles・ dropping arms,

bodies smashed, SO aS tO Plunge the spectator into a

sic虹y a,tmOSPhere and rouse his most bumlng desire’

fear, terrOr, anXiety.

“At first sight, ’’wrotes thc paper Dien r初(Octo-

ber 5, I973), ‥ the literary and artistic production of

the last years glVeS an impression of abundance. One

cannot deny the fact"‥ But・ When reading almost a11

the works thrown on the market, Particula‘rly the

most recent, OnC Can Say that in most of them- if

not all-One Only sees disrupted souls, great ladies

glVen uP tO adultery, yOung girls selling their vlrgl-

nity’and forlom boys・ Most of the men of art dissect

no othcr themes than that of depraved love"工n almost

all the works of popular authors’it is truly difficult

to find the loving shadow of a brother’a Sister or a

fri。nd who has just fallen. Truly difficult to find the

silhouette of an old mother weepmg OVer her son killed

in battle. AIso absent are the simple peasants com-

pelled to leave behind their ricefields and gardens,

the abandoned orphans’the kids who wander in refuge

camps’the shoeshine boys, Or the icecream vendors

in the streets∴’

For the ultimatc end, it seems, is to incite people

くりllVC after the ideal which the Saigon army news-

p中一- rie” 7“勅)′e佃attributes to the military ‥

‥They know nothing but liquor and women.

」用d they scek nothing but to forget with those two

山一gS. Thcn off they go to the front・ Tha,t’s it! ”

い丁lg11St 8, |97|).
′」、() live in thc present, Without any prospect,

w軸out bothering about any reflection, any feeling,

ヽ1漢Ch is the rcasonmg Of a soldier in a short story

Published in the V短∂ Hoc review of April 1971 :

"One must not worry about one'’s adversary at the

front or about what happens in the rear. One muSt

圧ve with a short sight and short views;’For a mer-

Cenary muSt nOt reflcct or think. Still less a torturer

冊ed by an America,n adviser townng Out inte11igcncc

fl・Om a VC prlSOner. Or an airma,n Who must drop

bOmbs fmd napalm on his own villa,ge.

I丁or the children who haヽγe nOt had to leave their

v宜1age to wander the city strects, it is at school that

lhis sIow but certai看l degradation begins・

Ncltional fceling is the first targct of the cducation

母rvice・ Thc history tcxtbooks, in particular, PrCPar-

(、(上l南printed in the United Statcs thell graCiously

(′ffercd as a present from the Amcrican pcople to the

`o⊥1th Vietna,meSe POPulation, try above all to uproot

冊d falsify this national feelillg Which is so embarras-

唖1g l‘or thc Washil「gtOn neO-COIonialists and their

11a[ive agcnts・

Thc VietnamCSe PeOPIc, both in the North and the

South, are PrOud of their 4,OOO yearS Of history’



= But,,, exclaims &]一anti-COmmuI-ist catholic priest,

=when do you reckon fl-Om? I challe青-ge yOu tO SllOW

the achicvements of our pcopIc and singlc out what

values arc st,ill uscful for us in holding our placc in

the fight within thc prcsc11t WOrld?’’’(Bach Khoa re-

view, Octobcr |5, 1973).

In a lcss open ma,mer,しhc tcxtbooks Ict it be un-

derstood that Victna,mCSe Civilization is only made

of clements borrowed from abroad, that little Viet

Nam has never becll able t,O decide its destiny and

tlla.t the grea‘t POWCrS havc 'always Icd the world.

Commenting on thc I97O refomed schooI programme,

Nguyen VaI十重rullg′ a‘ Saigon professor of philosophy,

WrOte:

= The retrogradc, Cmti-national character of the

Vietnamese literaturc prog重・amme aPPearS ill the

apolitism of thosc who have drafted and approved

the programmc, in tllC fact of disca,rding thc

ant.i-French revolutionary litera,turC’the traditional

literature of unceaslng Struggle agai11St forcign

aggression’in the confusion enterta,ined betwecn the

revolutionary pa,triotic literature and the literature

of compromise and colla,boration with the French

coIonialists;, (Conm彬初s o信he Nam Phong yez,iez〃,

p・89)

Thc author asks why Duong Qua‘ng Ham textbook

published 2O yearS agO under the French coIonial

regime is retained’and why the texts of thc great

patriots of this pcriod like Phan Boi Chau and Phan

Chu Trinh are put aside. And he gives the answer

himself :

“r皿e literaturc programme is the same aS in the

用IIC Of Duong Qし丁ang Ham becallSe On the whole the

単(,Sent POlitical flnd social rcglme does not differ

川1‘五from that of the Frer-Ch coIoIlia,1 period∴

Besides, the profcssor or the student who takes it

両o his head to hint at those national or revolution_

男手traditions has to think twice. Professors back from

申告しJnitcd States or policemen disguiscd as teachers

生血dents in thc colleges a丁1d faculties keep a cIose

判tCh on tea‘Chers and pllPils・ l)olicc frequcntly come

紺一nid-Class and take awa‘y PrOfcssors and students

晶1似111Ced for having pr(トCo】nmunist 。I-　CVen neu-

両1i8t leallings.

j「’or the Sしudcnt, the graduation (Ⅹam COnStitutes a

両† hc particl丁1a]-1y fears bec肌sc lhc administration

¥間1しtS tO fail ELS many Candidates as possible・ The

卜批gOn PaPer Dai Da77/ rOC Of July 14, I973 POinted

同上that out of 2,OOO C(mdidates for thc technical bac-

両肌reate in 1973 (mly ]O PCLSSed・ ′」、he Dien Tin

(if 0ct。ber (), I973 infoms llS that two-thirds of thc

¥um工ida‘teS tO the first part of this cxam WerC failed

しく岨c first session　{md only IO PerCent PaSSed thc‘

`(用11d scssion. Why this massacre of imOCentS? Thc

理P(、r Da江)鋤　7bc glVCS uS thc ftnSWぐr: =For thc

草)l庁h at presell十言Lll r。ads, eVen thosc`∴a,domed with

帥wc‘rS・ 1ead t(‥しmilitary l葛nifom. Thc pupil who

晶failed becomぐs a prlVate Whilc he who has suc-

主上C‘d(、d is u non-C‘Om, fmd the grad‘1atC an Officer.

筆()。nCr "r l乙血}・, (、れCh　間e has his tllm.’’(July I6,

Iり73主



As one necds prl、′ateS muCh morc than officers, One

must drive thc youth into the impasse. The school-

boy or the studcnt into whom the schooI programme

has i重IStilled falsc notions about national and I-eVOlu-

tionary history’Ca‘ught in thc net of the consumcr

society, hammered day a,11d night by a rude oI・ Cun-

mng PrOPaga,nda, and cIosely wa‘tChed by cL merCiless

policc’OnCe he is failed, finds only onc wa,y OPen tO

hlm : the a‘rmy. Hence the excla,mation of Professor

Ly Chanh Trullg‥白Without peacc’tO teaCh’leam

and sit for cxamSnOt Only leads nowherc, but bccomes

absurd and makes yoし1 Sick.‥ (Diel∂ rin, Ju【1C 6,|973).

Thc barrack I・ePrCSentS nOt Only thc end rcsult of

a youth dcvoted to uselcss studies・ and constantly

tempted by depra.vity, bし1t also thc stこIrting-POi11t Of

a白new・, life which will t皿I CaCh O11C into EしCrimin-

al・ To bcgin with, thc drill, thc mlita‘ryLCOnditiomllg′

turns the you丁1g man into a docile肌d obedic‘nt ma-

chme, Obey⊥ng any Order w皿out reflcctioIl・ One

must run in the sm until exha.ustion. crawl i両hc mud

a,nd execute thc most contradictory and 21bsurd or-

ders, a,nd ea,Ch gesturc, WOrd o重宜しi-1t Show of indc-

pendence is immediatcly p…1ishcd by a l〕low witll t,he

butt ofa rifle or a whip’ill-trCatmej丁t Or imprlSOn-

ment・ Exha‘uStCd physically and m。rally, a man is

tumcd into a machille　`・All that ollC ha,S leamt about

morals and virtuc,,, writes thc Saigon review Bach

Khoa, ‥becomes f=umble of rubblSh. Expcricnced tam-

ers tcach you rapidly to gc`t rid of all thこIt makcs

ama,n Ofyouto tum you into l mOnStCr.’’(Apri1 4’

工97工)・

This is hOW One Of thcse young recruits depicts this

initiation to the a‘rt Of being a mercenary :

Om haγdly has訪偽e Jo cheze,伽d Zo sz6,allo砂

R初年γu母/訪e訪mes /Ound !he baγra壷s beloγeCaChmeal

Si鋤d砂, S訪dom, S諦do砂n, Simd砂

Siari at 2 a・m弓0γ al1 0少eγalio′∂

Om becのIleS a lllaCh毒e

レVhich kl徹l-S hou′ tO /org布部esel/ a毒ab鵬e O72eSel!

Le Ky Thuong in Doi I)ie年Scptcmber |97I.

刀∂ere isク10 qlleS諒の出O所出o o,leSel子

“〃偽y aγe秒e γeady io die?

Because秘,e are SOllZiers

A?td /he /alheγ初Id,鋤d /he Jdea江

F訪e徴Ords, b初beyo伽上聞r研毒eγSta′毒I●ilg・

¥γa11 Qua,ng in Ng′L初●擁” C脇L毒Zh, P 22・

Dr諦k a !初glass, ′′初e, io航ghtのl函

Yotl初I be less st砂諸

肌y do y鋤Obs初宅alelγ m′高to /ighl ′0γ SO′′le脇7tg.

Thc Uyen in Bafh K/’Oa, Septembcr 15, [966.

Even foI・ thosc who persist ill remainl看lg ‥ stしIPid ’’′

the military ma‘Chille is therc, a Pitiless machin。, Per-

fcctly geared to drag yoll along despitc youI・Self.

``Rifle il量hand, for whom吉ol‾ What? O「 simply to

Pa,Ve the way for the wa‘r-PrOfitccrs? Or for foreig-

宣1erS tO SCl=he countryrWe know that bしIt We Can-

not escapc, WC arC inexorably caし1ght in thc gears

like screws fixed there for cvc`r.

D-1Ong Nghicm Mau in Tro′′/g Hoi名高o偽La′ih,

協調rC¥′icw, Febmary I5, 1972・



The mousc in the labyrinth ‥ unSPeakable and end-

less ill-treatmellt if one is∴‥ stupid ”’PrOmOtion to

higher ranks, that is’aSSlgnment tO less heavy and

dangerous tasks' the mOrC and more open possibility

to mrich o書1CSelf′ t.O ma‘ke money, tO belong to those

Who command and own言f one agrees to play thc

game’tO fire upon one,s fellow-COuntrymen and

friends’tO bum one’s own village〇

月One must live like吊rue SOldieI・, SWeat, bloodand

Water, Wallow in the mud, gO through thick forests,

WCCP OVer One’s friend, bury him, and, Of course, kill.

That’s clealr. Otherwise why bc a soldier?,,

Theし「yen in O7∂g rhay roi NghieP,

Bac‘h Khoa reviewJuly巧, 197O.

ノ沈y so初1is `barん(7S勅e壷ghl

均′ SO初is卵-aSt te〃タeleγy

Mγ SO乙ll slreams砂iill blood

Bells硯γelel初tgly toll !he加l紺.

」-)し1 Tしl in “Ll-C Ngし丁Oi Chet∴仁のl reVicw,

Decembcr |, |970・

Sll(九i暮thr言tatC‘∴Of 〕nind of iL largc part of thc

youth to whom the reglme does not give any other

Way Out. All the cfforts of the American services

havc‘ llO七SuCCeeded in dehumamZmg it thoroughly but

theyhave managed at least to arouse ill it a deep

SenSe Of powerlessness in face of a coIossa,l a,nd in-

CXOrab1e machine. Dealing with the South Vietnamese

St-1dcnt movement, Trinh Dinh Ban writcs :

白Perhaps nowhere in the world ha,S the youth to

live in a similar situa,tio】1・ ]t lcams hisしury but is

`間demned to live ill the margln Of history’it is proud

亘the tl‾aditions of hcroism of the nation but has

出)thing to do with those traditions, eXtOIs the centu_

丁ICS-Old struggle of the country against the colonia-

」lSm Of the white mcn

告丁n maintaimd by the

but subsists precisely in a sys-

White men. ’,

Diel’r毒, Jamlary 3I, |97I.

’rom bctween contradictory impulses, CruShed by

五bloody police reglme, many yOung men find a re-

fllge in drugs・ Thc more the war is ‥lγietnamized ”,

the more drug-addicts therc are.

“工n |970, 2告Of the schoolboys and students ind111ged

m drし1gS・ In |97エー工972 their number jumped to 3O弘

1n the last six months of I972, tO 45 and tllen 50%,

冊d to 7O(浩il- the first mont.hs of |973.‥

Dai Dm Toc, June I(), I973.

Drugs do not only mke victims‥ many generals

間d politiciallS run a first rate business jn them. A

正ll recoverable drug-addict・ lacking in will-POWer

〈md ready to do anything to get heroin, COnStitutes a

血oice victim for the recruiting scrvices of the army

聞d the police. Those who are not recoverable wjll

高Ieast not go to swc11 the ranks of revolutiona-

"es∴and opponents・ The recovery clinics, reSCrVed

for those who can pay, Only deal with a very small

刷nber, thus enablillg quaCks to get rich.

For thosc, mOre delica‘te, Who are not tempted by

`‘▲nSual pleasurcs or by heroin there a,rC SPiritual

(l「¥lgS・ For thosc who contimc to think, the notions

吊fatllC‘宣・1and, SOCi記obligation, mOra,1ity, um1 human



dignity must dim out and vanish. The by-PrOducts

Of exjstentia,lism imported from thc Wcst, PatChed

up with a great di丁1 for the needs of local consump-

tion, a mCdley by Camus, Sa‘rtre, Fran901Se Sagalら

Marcuse and others, CVen a, ¥′amish of strし1CturallSm,

a11 that工「immed down and commercialized, brought

Within the scope of the averagc intelligence by third-

ratc novels, films, and essa‘yS, SCrVC tO justify cowar-

dice, reSlgnation alld f」a,bbiness・ What does it matter

lf one bccomcs a hircd tortureror enlistsintheNFL

What’stllC diffeI-e丁宣Ce? Buddhism ca,n also servc as

an alibi ‥ iftheVietnamese peopIc suffcr so mし1Ch now,

that is not because of the Amcrica‘n POlicy but becaしISe

itmust expiate a “ collecti、′C Ka,rmC了, thc sum of the

Sins committed i一一COuntlc‘SS PaSt虹,CS. For othcrs, a

frenzied (ねtholic integrlSm enables one to justify

the worst crimes because in fighting Sa,tan One muSt

not refra‘in from any means・

All spiritual courscs arc permitted cxccpt that which

lca,ds to a, Clear undcrstallding of the situation in which

the comtry is invoIved, tO the 11ational &nd social

Struggle for libcration・ Even thc∴∴Study of the ea,rly

WOrks of Marx is cllCOuraged・ For the men of Wash-

1ngtOn know that they hold thc knife by thc handlc :

they hold the money and thc wcapons, they havc

Created a huge military, POlice and administI-ative

machinery’they lla.VC WOVen thr9ughout thc country

a vast nct‥・ 1n Which they hopc to catch millions of

men prcvioし1Sly conditioned by many mCanS・

春

*∴春

Have the PentagoII Strategists, the White House

POliticians and thcir advisers succeeded in this =other

war ’’? Yes, insofar as they have causedmtold suffeト

ing to thc Victnamcsc peopIc, a,nd brought about up-

heavals and destruction of lasting conscquences・ No,

absolutely no, beca,uSC in thc face of their policy a

PeOPle have risen up’forgcd by millemia of history

and culture, a PeOPle who foI. ma‘ny yCarS ha,Ve

struggled' armed with a. firm ideoIogy a.nd a tested

revolutionary organization, a PeOPIc who aI-C SuPPOrt葛

ed by the whole of mankind・ Thc human ar-d social

consequences of thc war arc incalcし1lablc, aS is thc

material destructioll. But neithcr M]-　Hoa. nor his

children are lost forevcr. A PRG militant has ollly

to call oll him onc cvcnmg tO rO`'Se ill him an cntirc

PaSt, domant idea,S a‘nd fcclings・

Theil- brother ha.s only to retum from tllC‘ m三甲ulS,

or a. friend whO ta長es a.丁1 aCtive part in the opposition

mOVC喜nent in the citic‘S、 tO maにc contact with Mr

Hoa,s children and talk to thcm o11CC Or tWicc for

thc words freedom and fathcrland gradually to flI-d

again their mea‘nmg・ Once thcy are clltirc‘ly lib。1-ated

the Vietna,mCSe PeOPle, helped by thcir fricnds thc

WOrld o¥′Cr, W皿find t上1e COuragC and thc mca,宣1S tO

heal their w,)しmds a[ld build themselvcs a, 】leW lifc‘.



Vie書namiza青ion

in †heたくOnomi` Sphere

(書969-1972)

入手(iI’y子∴Ⅴ .Xl7一丁Ni　子ノまl

In IO()0. W川I Xix周一詰lrrival ht [hc White十Ious(、,

thc war c‘nt(、rCl‘l zL mW討age・

Now thc questi。n W;lS UI-C ()f当て1ajntaim11g War by

Wal∴’whllc当「1症ing ¥▼1ema⊥〕leSe figllt Victnamesc. ,,

’∫he∴POlicy ()白一皿king　血c`∴P11PPet gO、▼emment

Shoulder the mai漢l bllrde】1 Of this　ノImel-ican wこIr thllド

bI’O丁1ght ill iしs出血冊w (ゝCOnOmlC meaSurCS.

*

′「hc c、COnOmic　ふtuこ高批iII So血h Vict Nam aft(、r

。丁(血ISO宣l’s defe証a-t the prcsidential dcctions was

。証しStr叩hic (工) : illd‘1St}-y, ha重ldicrafts a‘nd agric十一Iture

工・しIined; gallo甲Ig illflation ‥　hcavy dcficit in the

balancc of trllde {、11d thc budgct ; maSSive dcvallla-

tions ()f the pIこ-StrC ; Sky rocketing pr⊥CeS…

’皿e c‘C。nOmic collapse was a∴].eSult less of thc

dcv描tatioIIS CauSC‘d by b(’mbings and spray】ngS `)f

(I) Read白Economic GeilrS∴aLnd Lcvers,, 】霊1 ‥てTS Neo_

eolonlalism in South Viet Nam ” - Vieina)}lC)se Sれ‘dies No. 3J,

丁97工, PP・ 83-重80.

toxic chemicals than of the US wal- POlicy’Particu-

1arly its白aid policy ” : this言nstead of contributing

to the functioning - Still less the dcvelopment - Of

lhe economy, PrOVOkcd its stagnation・

The more the economy staggered under the flood of

Amcrican goods commg through co?mneγCiali名ed aid, the

more the Americans pumpcd ill dollars to allow the

Saigon regime to survivc. A vicious circle ! For thc

more the US aid increascd' the more the economy

eroded and thc greater became Saigon’s total depen-

dence on Washington.

*

Though Nixon requested the hireling government to

当nake the full contribution permitted by its ma.npow-

Cr, reSOurCeS, facilities and genera,l economic con-

dition to the development and maintenancc of its

OWn defensive strength,’’(r) he could not fare better

than his predecessors : tO Shorc up Thieu and his con-

federa‘teS POlitically as wcll as economically, Nixon

ha,d no other means than the grant of an increased Gid.

This because白as Iong as the United Sta,teS bea,rS the

ma‘jor pa.rt (Of thc finances of South Viet Nam) by

granting aid, therc is no other way to boIster up

South Viet Nam than by progra‘mS Of commercialized

aid ”. (2) What had been true under Eisenhower, Ken-

ncdy a.nd Johnson from [954 tO |968, WaS Sti11 more

(l) Ibid p.94.

(A鵠言霊曇霊等豊盈老輩葦謹言藷y豊
Council on Foreign Relations - New York r962, P. 92.



true for Nixon with thc serious crisis of the South

VietnameSe CCOnOmy during the years I969一工972・

While durmg the |965-1968 period, the US GCOnOmic

a毒　was cstimated at an anmal average of 58o mi工

Iion dollars, it reached a,n a‘′erage Of 65O mi11ion

per year ill the four years 1969-工972 (an increase of

roughユy 12 PCr Cent)・ For I972・ the last year of

‥Vietnamizatio]1 ”, thc aid went up to 70O million.

This massive aid auowed Saigon to increase its

imports

(ill millions of dollars)

丁969　　　7I6

I970　　　680・工

工97I　　　65工・2

I972　　　722

that lS, 2,769.3　million dollars a11 told as agamSt

2,O76.8 million for the I965-1968 period (all ir:CreaSe

of 33.3 Per Ce量lt, taking into account rising prlCeS On

thc world market)・

As i-1 PrCVious years, COnSumer gOOds still domi-

m,tCd the list of imports・ This can bc explained by

the ・・need to get back the maximum of readymoney

to thc coffers of thc State’’(工), and by the fa,Ct

that thc importers were only intcrested in quick sale

goods・

The procceds of the sale of imporしed goods were

to be put in thc “Counterpar七Fund’’(2) which

brought 227 billion piastres in the [969一|972 Period

(上月. D. Montgomery- Op. clt., P. 92.

(2) = VieinのneSe Siudics” No. 3|-Op.cit・, P. II5.

†o thc State budget as against　88.3 billion in 1965-

I9()8, that is an increase of 157　Per Cent, mainly「

resulting from the devaluations of thc piastre i11

I97O and |971.

As thc　``Counterpart Fund’’ covered only　3O.8

Per Cent Of annual budget receipts on average (as

compared with 4O.3 Per Cent in the years　|965-

1968), taX reCeipts had to provide　69.2　PerCent a,S・

against 59.7　Per Cent in 1965-|968.

Taxes∴and Dulies

A mainstay of the economic policy of the Saigon

]一egme, taXeS and duties constitute’tOgether with US′

ぐconomic ald, the principal sources of thc budget.`

During the 4 yea‘rS 1969-工972, aS the contribution

Of the counterpart fund and the advances by the

National Bank amounted to only 445 biuioll Piastrcs

the need to increase collection of taxes became

incscapablein order to findan additiona1 7OO biuion.

A白campa‘ign’’ to bring in as much as possible

from taxes and duties was lamChed by the cnd of

r97O undcr thc command of Primc Minister Tran
’rhiell Khicm with the co11aboration of USAID and

MACV. Three special committees in thc Saigon-Cho

Lon ・・specialzone月　and one special committee for

Ca‘Ch of the four military reglOnS, COOrdinated their

こしCtions with thc assistance of an白electronic compu-

ting centre ”. A ‥prediction centre ” at the Ministry
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of Finance supervised all these activitleS・ = Electro-

nicbrains ,, were able to detect 160,OOO fisca,l fraudS

on licences and 3OO,OOO taX eVaSions・ Within 4 mOnths・

tha,t白f⊥SCal campalgn月brought in 3O billion piastres.

Ta卵mγeaSeS COnStituted the ma,in and most cffec-

tivemeasure of fina,nCial policy. I宣1 4　yCarS (工969-

I972) the treasury collected a gigantic amount of taxes

and duties estima,ted at 52工billion piastres (an increase

of 298 per cent compa‘red with the period [965-1968),

that is　23O Per Cent Of the payments from the

白Counterpart Fund ” and 74.5 PerCent Of the a,nnua,l

budgetary receipts on an average・

The -paper Tin San′g (Morning News) on March

I,I97| had thisto say :白Thieu’s talent consists in

taxmg, in fact thatis all he knows how todo. Thieu is

a tax-lover, a man infatuated with taxes, CVeryWhere

he only secIS taXeS・ This is because he needs thc

maXimum of taxes to carry on the (US) war and to

bring the Vietnamization plan to fruition. ’’

‥ Squeezlllg the popし1lation ’’’= carrylng On the US

war’’-this was thc cconomic policy. And a‘S a%eS

a初du訪es桃re leひied esse初ally on con′鋤mγ gOOds′ it

was the consumers -- that is for the mostpa‘rt, the

mass of the people-Who had to carry the ever

increasing burden of the =Vietnamization ’’ of thc

Vu Quoc Thuc, tha,t ma,Stemind in economic policy

behind the Saigon reglme Since the days of Ngo Dinh

Diem, has written ‥　白The fiscal system in force in

(South) Viet Nan is too complicated and confused. It

Per Cent in the years |965-|968. As for domestic

‘穴) tO 36.8% during the same period.

- the加requaie●o”初Ievied on goods imported

ition has often undergone modifications’Parti-

y as regards industrial and agrlCultural equip-

imported from Japan, West Gema,ny, Italy,

e, Which is cheaper and better than that imported

the USA. That measurc is also applied to Iocal

CtS Orl Which cxciscs ha‘Ve already beeIl levied,

as soft drinks, tObacco and cigarettes, Whose

are lowcr tha‘n those of America,n PrOducts.
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)eS nOt enlist the approval of honcst taxpayers,
StCa,d言t genera‘teS fl-auds aIld corruption. The rathcr

)Or COntribution of domestic taxes and duties to the

ldgct has brought import dutjes to tlle foreground
the fina‘nClng SyStem ’’.

In fact, during thc ycars [969-工972, imPOrt dutics

IVered 63・2 Per Cent Of the fiscal receipts against

ⅩeS aIld duties, their contribl置tioll Went down from

Im函ri d初es thus constitutcd the most important

)urCe Of budget receipts far surpa.ssmg the payments
士he白Counterpart Fund ”言.e. US cconomic aid.

hey ma.inly include :

ld pa‘id for on the Saigon govemmcnt,s own forelgn

lrrenCy reSerVeS・ Goods commg aS US economic aid

-e exempted from that tax.

Imposed in |964’it was designed to raise the prices

goods imported from other capita,list comtries to

善
書
l
　
書
手
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Same level as those from the USA. The ra,te Of

lS for goods whose prices after tax are sti11 1ower
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than thosc of the US, thcy ha’Ve tO Pa丁n重l “(協訪onaj

少ereq材alio男　t彫・

′I`he pcrequation tax plays the part of l `《かOiec-

/ionisl ±餅” for AmcricaJn gOOds imported through the

cha,nnel of commcrcialized aid (C工P, Or Commodity

丁mPOrt Program) vis高vis not only non-Amcrican

import products but a,lso local o}leS・ Without tha,t

protcction, US aid could not上IaVC bcell C(剛,Crted

into money and the ・`Counterpart Fund’’ und the

State budget would ha,Ve been affectcd・

That白extra-budgetary lnCOmC ” grossed 5O billion

piastres in工97r aS against 3.6 billion in I96(). Taxes

rateis fixcd on delivery of thc import licemes on

thc pa,rity ba,Sis # thc piastre rとしngmg from o to

2I5 Piastres for one US douar, With cq111Valent rates

from o to 270(完・

- ±I~e鋤Sier在y初　WaS SeParately collectc‘d on

工,523 diffcre11t imported articles togethe]・ With customs

duties. Imposed inェ9()2∴∴a11d divided into 26 ca‘te-

gories, it hit l-aW materials lnd so-Called白lllXury’’

products, regardless of thc country of origin. Impo-

sition rates, Calculated on CIF priccs, ranged from

]O% to z|O(一′/;. From March I972, thc arlStCrity tax

has bcc工l i11COrPOrated in血e CuStOmS duties・

_ C4tSt。mS初訪es were levicd on the CIF values of

all imported goods. Therc ¥vcre |7 ratCSrmging from

o to 2OO%. AfLer 1972, CuStOmS duしics, including the

austerity tax, formed a 4-rate Single tariff : 25%・

5O(畑|OO% alld 2OO(んCa‘lculated on thc basis of

an oxchange-ra,七C Of　275 Piastres for oile US

しIollar for 《・¥mcrican goods and 4IO PlaStrCS for one

ljS dollar for non-America‘n gOOds as agains七　8o

P王astres for onc US dollar prcvio‘一Sly.

工n practice, Cffective∴1・ateS Of import taxes and

duties yere excccdingly hlgh : frm I5t)。 tO 45O% of

し、IF prlCeF for customs duties, from 3O% to 54O%

吊CIF prlCeS for thc zLuS(c‘rity tax・ It wa,S Ca,⊥culated

that, With 17 ra,teS Of customs du十ics combined with

lhe austerity ta‘Ⅹ rateS’therc were 5O dlfferent rates

王‘angmg from o to 3O4昔If the rateS Of the perequa-

(ion tax wcre added to thcse the mmber of diffcrent

rates for imported goods would risc to |39’ranging

Irom o to 555% ofCIF prices.

In this ca,n bc seen the〆i7’/le諭クoγt鋤Ce Of import

duties・ In [967, mOre than two-thirds of the total

ralue of imports had to pa‘y dutiesa,t a rate rangmg

from 5 tO IOO%, and almost thc whole of the remain_

i11g third (27・4%) was taxcd at a rate fluctuating

bctween [O2・5% and 555%. A rather largc proportion

扉the impor=axes was levicd oll i-1dt丁S十rial equipment

高d mat。rials ; Whereas one珪Iird of the totaユimports

’!10t COunting foodstuffs) consISted of rきしW Inaterials

互d semi-鉦lished products’the remaining two-thirds

章でl-C made up of finishcd products. ′rhc rcs111t was

高圧his fiscal system・ d。Pelldl11g On import taxes

申ijla,IICe thc maJOr Part Of budget racc‘ipts, ruined

章子-1 pI.。ductio。 Which was m〔しble to withsta,nd the

聞PCtitio。 from mPOrtC‘d prodllCtS・皿at wa‘S the

車c on which the rc)glme WaS b生Sed for, aS Nguyell

乱i Binh’Director 。f the General Ta‘X Officc∴and(

・(¥ssistant-Ad高scr to thc Saigon Ministry of車na重lCC,



pu=t, ・` Thcrc would be no f⊥SCal rcccIPtS Withoし丁t

imp。rしS a,一1d these could not havc bcen broughL i【1

with。ut American aid ” (Saigon papc]‾ Cl~初タ　L砂∂

ofJa.nlrary 9, 10, |I, |973).

From [965 tO I972, import du[ics wcrc bringlllg ln

more and more importa‘nt SumS tO t.he Statc’Parti-

cularly in thc years |969-エ972 :

(a) As ±rom I972 the perequation tax has been lnCOr置

porate。 in domestic taJXeS∴∴∴and duties, Whicll

explains the decrease in its receipts.

(b) As ±rom I972, the austerlty taX has becn incorporated

Their contribution to the 1969-|972 budget receipts

and expenditurc was raised respcctlVCly to 45.3% and

35“apPrOXimate figures).

Thc domesiic融es and d勅語es included cssentially :

- dire初a彬S COmPrlSmg :

- incomc taxeS

- land taxes

- 1icences

-月egisiγa訪o筋a′タd slam少d初es

- IndiγeC吊a彬S COmPrlSmg :

- PrOduction taxes

- COnSumPtion taxes

-　taXeS On =luxuries ’’

- E#Cises levied on :

-- SPirits and soft drinks

- Cigarettes and tobacco

- matChes

As regards domcstic taxes and duties `弓ndirect

taxes and c‘ⅩCiscs contributed 75% of the totaL While

the rcmamlng 25’んWaS PrOVided by indircct taxes

and rcgistratio-1 and stamp duties・,, Concretcly, the

respective proportion of thesc two categories was as

follows :

I脇γe`’l ia招S (a)　1)iγeCi ia彬S (b)

工970　　　　　78・少。∴∴∴∴∴∴ 2エ.工〈完

工97工　　　　　78・2(左)　　　　　　2工.80・/。

工972　　　　　7う・6{号,　　　　　　24.4(.)(,

(a) Indirect taxes十excises’the lattcr beir]g Practica11y

indirecl la:γeS.

(b) Direct taxes十rc‘gistratio11 and stamp 。uties w]lich are

丁rl dircct taxes fしn(l excises, “ 8o% o/ the taxes are

CO11ectcd oI‥mPOrte。 I.aW matCrials ’∴ Here agam



the ・・tongs,, of US a,id canbe seen. If the fa,Ctthat

direct taxes, rCgistra,tion dし1eS a‘nd stamp taxes mostly

came from thc salc of importcd goods is taken into

account, it can bc a‘SSerted tha,t almost thc whoIc

amount of domcstic taxation was supplied directly or

indirectly through US commercialized ald・

As direct taxcs, Particu⊥a‘rly illCOme ta‘ⅩCS, directly

hit thc rcg⊥mC・s big shots, frauds werc daily occul・-

rences, hence thc small pa,1i contributed by thesc

ta,ⅩeS in the total, Nguyen Ha,i Binh admitted tha,t

= fiscal frauds a,mOunting to [O mi11ion or 2O million

piastres each arc not uncommon’’, and `宜auds of

more thall OnC million piastres cach’into which il十

qulries are bcillg made・ make up a total of 3.9 bi11ion

piastres∴ , ′I`hc)SC gui⊥ty of such frauds were essentia‘lly

the big loca,l or forelgn import companics and influcn-

tial pcrsonalities aroulld [hc rulcrs of the govem-

ment and the amy・ It is alwa‘yS the masses who have

to bea,r thc bulk of the fisca,l burden.

Durjng the years T969-1972, domcstic taxes and

duties increased by 244(吊s compa‘red with the period

Of工965-工968・

On thc whoIc, ta,ⅩeS a,nd duties 。f all kinds covered

a, 1argc pa,rt Of budgct cxpcnditul・C :

工969　　　　6工・2完

工970　　　　69幸も

エ97工　　　　6与卑l(,

工972　　　　36・与うら

The fo11。Wi一、g Shows the∴Sharc of cach tax cate-

gOr)「:

1′卑)0γl iaxes Do用eSlic ia労eS

alld d′i′訪es

工9()0∴∴∴∴ ()(う“言　　　　　、叫・0(∴,

工970　　　()3・3《∴,　　　　3〇・7《.言

上97工　　　　　7工・7一言　　　　　　28・j完

工972　　　　47.8(言　　　　　　う2・2(言

上n taxcs and dしIties言,ldlγeCi /a㌶t3S WCrC‘ alwa).S thc

mOSt 11丁1POrtant : thcy providcd an a¥’Crag’e of 48.3(;,

Of thc budgct expcnditure in the ycars |9()9-工972 aS

againsL 32・5% il吊hc ycars |965一丁968・

′rhc objectivc of thc fisca‘l systcm thus consistcd

l】吊ee己illg血e l川dgcしSO ab tO mCCL lllC i11Crea,Smg

War eXPCnditし11‾eS・ Howcvcr, COllectillg SO11rCeS WerC

llmitcd by航C CCOnOmic stagna,tion dl丁e tO thc mtCl主

封fica‘tion of thc wa‘r a11d thc US aid pollC)∴

ll’iscal rcfor111S Wer。 thercfore carried out in the

framCW{)rk of　白cconolnic reform’’, affectillg less

dil.CCt taXCS thall illdircct ones (illCluding import a量ld

exciscs)・

Othcl・ mCaSurCS WCrC also takc】l tl) makc thC

le、′y⊥ng Of taxcs more cffecti¥▼C. Thcy C佃Sistcd i11

illlpOS111g ‥

- a信正obal ratc ” s丁stclしl C,n bars, dallCll丁g halls,

「e高批1「a11tS ;

-岨e　当⊥lしerccptioIl a‘t the∴∴SOurCe’’ systcm On

agrlC。lし¥lral t乱X。S (tこ正ing away taxes f工‾Om PurChasc

PrlCe立u記oll direct t乱xcs (dcducting taxcs from the

lllO11thl)r Pi¥y) ;

臆「 boliuSC‘ゞ∴’(臆)r L様-CO11c‘CtOrS ;

~ tこしX C"直しl, ¥血ldl胆l「C‘ thc fulluwl11g l-e剖11b∴種S

「eg乱「(l* l肌ge「SCal。 fI-a11(鳥.



Fγa71ds γetlealed l「0[al朽Ie

工965　　　　%　　　　6十・5　m皿oll Piastres

工967　　　I43　　　　工Oう

工968　　　　之39　　　　202

工9(う9∴∴∴ 2,与8与　　　　764

工970 (a)　工,503　　　　⊥,23工

(:申irst ninc mo〕lths o白he ycar.

As US aid constitutcs the main source of fiscal

rcceipts, both for import taxes and domestic taxes

and duties, the America‘工IS have kept a cIose watch

On this, CSPeCially during the period of白Vietnami-

ZatioI十’・ The Saigon paper Dtel, 7演b WrOte On March

工2・ |974: ``Heavy pressure is being put o11 the

(Saigol一) Ministry of Fi皿ancc to increa,Se taXeS. The

Nixon doctrine forccs Asia賞l COuntries, induding of

COurSe South Viet Nam, tO Sharc the responsibilities

a重丁d thc burden of dcfence・ In othcr words, South

Vict Nam has to make grcater efforts to meet its own

nccds while gctting lcss US aid・ It may be said, On

the basis of talks ill Washington between Senator

Hatfield and a high-raI-king AID official, ‥South

Viet Na重ll muSt lay morc stress on the collec[ion of

taxes with ft View to its self-dcfence pla量l ’∴

lnfla富ion

五I SPite of increas。dし∵S a,id, taX ].isc‘S and iIltCn-

Sificd collectiol丁, the b‘ldget dcficit g工・eW with the

CXCCSSi‘'C grOWth of miユita「y cxpこndiしures・

To remedy this, thC Sajgo-1 gO、′CrnmC11し　had

rccourse to 21dva,nCCS from thc rational Ballk, the

most import‘lnt SOurCC Of inflatioll :

48 billio-1 Piastres

十7

08

that is, all told, 2工8 billion, =m incrc`aSC Of |O64?J

as compared with the years I9毎I968.

During the four years [969-工972, thc a‘mual ra.tc of

inflation was estimated at 25(;6, rCSulting o量l tllC One

hand from the intense increa,SC in budget expenditures

and’On the other, from thc US aid policy which

mined industria,⊥　a11d agI.⊥CしIlしし丁ral a‘Ctivities while

favouring unproductive tradc. US ald -theか0ク0/

訂ar C坤e71diiureぶ・- instca,d of being an anti-inflation

instrし-ment genera,tCS and specds up illfla‘tion.

An cqually imPOI-tant SOしIrCe Or budgel receipts was-

CO11StitlltCd by the is鋤e O/ rrea鋤ry Bon(ls.'

(in billiol可l●ash′eS)

工9函∴∴∴∴∴与・491

工970　　　　　2・9毎

上り7工　　　　　2ふ2う()

丁972　　　　　　与0・0工7

that is 8o.725 billion piastrc'S ill拙, a,ll incr。aSC Of

528.6% over the |965一工968 pc‘ri。d・

皿is白loa,一l ’’was fi宣lam`、d almost clltirely by the

ba霊lks, Particulこuly the Natioml Runk, thus aggl・avat-

1ng inflation.
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I初pOrieγS’ de印Siis also supplied big sums・ On

lodging a,n apPlication for an import liconce’the im-

POrtCr (or import?OlnPany) had to pay to the Na-
tional Bank a s‘1m m Piastres cqual to the amount of

credit in dolla,rS aSked for, thC Parity of thc pia‘StrC

and thc dollar bcing fixcd accordillg tO the category

of goods to be importcd. This put la‘rgC SumS Of money

at the disposal of thc govcmmcnt which could bc

used tempora,rily to offsct thc budgct dcficit and

which were considcrabl)′ incrcased a‘t eaCh devalua-

tioll Of the piastre・ Si`1CC thc importcrs had to borrow

from thc ba11ks, they covered thC intercst by raismg

the prlCeS Of imported goods ‥ OnCC aga,in the consu-

mcrs wcre pa.ylng for thc cost of that govcmment
=loan‥.

Rising Prices

The prlCe risc was not simply thc conscquencc of

inflatio暮l a,nd thC ta.X increases, but also an i11dirccし

Way Of augmenti丁lg taX I・eCC⊥PtS. We w皿deal with

しhis later.

IllCreaSmgしaxatio町　ri測g Prices, gallopmg in批-

tioll, this triptych illCVitably alld automatically

resulted in thc det/altlalio" O〃heクvaぶlye.・ On Octobcr

3, 197O, the白parallel exchilllgC ” wflS PrOmulgatcd

With two rates- rI8 anld　275 PiasLres respeclively

for onc US do批叫equlV:llc1丁1しO a devalua,tion of thc

Piastrc by [33《主言On Octol)C‘l‾ I5, I97工言11 thc fra】m-

WOrk of thc‘∴白AしItum】丁　Eぐ「凧)1し11C Rcvolutio11 ”, the

pia,Stre/US dollar parity was fixed a,t four different
ratcs.

Thcse massive dcvalし1alio1工S in their turlt lcd to

prlCe rlSeS, While at thc samc time bringing more to

the budget through the chamel of thc白Counterpart

Fund ’, and ta,Ⅹ il丁CreaSeS. This “ illfema‘l cycle ’’was

comPIctcd by thc infla‘tion caused by thc intcnsifica-

tion of military cxpenditures, a11d dccpened the

cconomic stagnation.

As from [969’because of tllC gradual withdrawal of

the G工s, dolla,rS COmi11g from G工spe11di丁lgS have

greatly decreascd thus aggravating the deficit in the

balallCC Of pay-ne量「tS, Zllld thencc tllC ba‘lallCC Of

trade.

Bala丁ICe Of trade deficit

(わ1 1nilli脇dollars)

工969　　702・4

工970　　669・2

工97I　　644・0

工972 ∴ 698・9

thaしis a, tOtal of 2,7工4.5 million dollars a‘S agaiI-St

l,985.3 milli(m f(うr thc 1965-エ968 pcriod恒increase

Of 3(㍉7(㍑)i

Wi油tlle illtonSific乞Itio11 Of thc war, 1川dget expcn‾

dit"rCS SWCllcd, Most of the money - C‘Stimated at

8o%　o=)しIdgc‘t CXPenditurc -WCIS allocated for

millta‘ry即d I-CPrCSSion spelldi11g, 。SSCntially for tlle

mai量lte皿丁1C(、 Of an |.エmillio11-Stl・011g Clrmy a‘nd a vast

POlicc force・



While bし一dgct reccipts for thc years I969-I972

incrca′Sed by 2工3.3()′。 aS COmPared with the |965-|968

Period, budget expenditure rose by　23工・7()/(, and

milita‘ry (a漢ld repression) spe工lding by 238《)/も・

(in billion piastres)

工ssuc of ba11k-11OteS

(高l billio71クiasil′eS)

Quantity Goユd

of notcs reSerVeS

issued

(工)　　　　(2)

より66∴∴∴ 48・92工　　　　工6・80与　　　　34・3%

I968　　　|O9.618　　　　2工・224　　　19.3 -

工969　　　H隼工3　　　　4.831　　　4.2 -

丁970 (a)　工苓・323　　　　4・323　　　　3・う-

(a) ill S叩tenlber

This contimIOuSユy worscnmg mon。tary Silし1ation

COmPClled Saigon to rescind (by Decrce NOo20　Of

Scptembcr 3, 1966) the clause on the National Bank’s

compulsory gold reser‘TCS laid down in Dccrce NO48

of October　2, I955 : thc白bank-nOtCS PrCSS‥ might

now tum withouしbrakes.

This gra,Ve C‘COnOmic and financial crisis necessitat-

ed the application of a serics of = cconomic reforms ”

砂hich偽a旅ed勅e ecol宅Omic (md to some e擁所SOCial)

d擁reme bet宅6Iem iheクeriod of ihe ’′陶枕m毒a訪on of

ihe mγ,, (エ969-|972) “7∂d Jhai o声he “lo‘al ze,aγ’’

(工965-工968)・

書くOnOmic Refo「ms

Alrca,dy, in JolmSOn’s/ time, thc = war econOmic

mea,SureS,, of Nguyen Cao Ky-Au Truong Thanh

werc prmCIPally directed towards checking prlCeS

and stopplng inflation. The economic situation did not

undcrgo any lmPrOVemCnt although dollars poured in

abundantly・

With thc ‥ Victnamization of thc war ”, the “ cco-

工IOmic reforms ” of Nguycn Van Thieu-Au Ngoc Ho-

Pham Kim Ngoc were coIISidered as a ‥ Statc policy’’

and ha,d many objectives in view:

- improvmg the economic situation ;

- fina,nCmg thc State budget to cope with the in-

creasc in military and repressive expcnditures ;

- Carrymg Out POSt-War PrOjccts and plans・

By |968’}guyen Va‘n Thieu had pu吊orward a

draft-1aw allow⊥ng him to ccntralize拙cconomic

and fmanCial powcrs in his own ha‘nds.
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This 22-こ血icle　= program-law ‥　was submitted to

thc Sa,igon Scllate in May |97O, and almC`d chiefly at

rcgulating :

- the markcts of exchange, bonds, gOldand produc-

tio工l;

- thc State sector, PrlVatC industrial sectors and

scctors in which tourists are cxempted from customs

dしities ;

-thc insta,llations which would be mn by thc

military and by ci、可servants・

工n order to put this =program-la‘W’’ into cffect

′∫hicu asked for =special powcrs ” for 5 mOnths in

c-COnOmic and financial matters.

From that “ progra喜11-la,W ’’only a smgle point wa‘S

to be retaincd, that of the =parallel exchangc mark-

c‘t” promしIlgated on October 3’197O’Which gave an

official stamp to thC devaluation of the pia’Stre bene-

航ing the GIs who could now change their MPCs

(Military Paymcnt Certificatcs) or γ訪dollaγS′at the

I-ate Of 275 Piastrcs as against H8　piastres before

October 3, ]97O. The H8-Piastre rate remained in

forcc for 4/I5 Of thc imPOrt tranSaCtions ; hcllCe the

mne　‥limited parallcI cxchange market・ ”

On M=LrCh 6, |97エ, aSCCOnd ‥ refom” was carried

(両With丑e approval of David Kenncdy, Nixonl’s

叩ccral cco110mic adviscr scllt tO Saigon for that

PurpOS〇・

These wcre the =scve】l neW eCOnOmlC meaSureS

illtrOchlCed by Pham Kim Ngoc, Minister・Of thc Eco=

nomy. They aimcd at:

工・ Rea,djusti11g the interest rates of Statc IoallS, SO aS

to mobiliae the population’s savmgS・ Co-1Cretdy this

consistc‘d in :

a) bri11ging the i11tereSt ratC Of Statc und T]‘CaSury

bonds to a maximum of 22崇,.

b) allowing private baIlks to issuc = ccrtificates of

anonymo11S dcposit and co喜lSlg]lment ’’, tr糾lSferable

and havmg the value of ba11k-I10teS With high i漢丁tereSt

rates.

工t was hoped that this mcasurc w。uld bri]1g the

treasury from |5 tO 2O billioll Piastrcs in |2 mOnths・

2. Withdrawing subsidics from 28　aLutO]lOmOuS Or

joint enterprises a,nd from 8 State cnterprises (except

for the water and electricity compa11ics alld Air Viet

Nam) to lessen the burden of the State.

These firms ha,d constantly suffered deficits, and

this measure opened the door to forelgn Capital to

しake thcm over.

3. Bringing thc priccs of US rice (imported through
‥ Food for Pea,Ce ” a,id) to the level ofユocal prices al-

iegcdly to = stimulate mtiona,l productio11 and rcduce

iしnPOrt ’’.

4" IllCreaSlng the prlCC Of importcd sugar so as to
‘‘ develop sllgar-CanC gl.OW111g .

5' Increasillg PrlCeS Of ccmc]]t and whcat flour iIl

町d(÷r tO rCduce collSumPtioll a11d s飾TC do11ars・

()・ Bringmg the freight pr⊥CC‘S Of imports paid for

血th the govcr11me11t’s owll forelg11 C>XCha11gC and

imPOrtS Withil- tlle framcwork of PL48o (US “ Foodfor



p。a。。,, aid) to z口としtC Of 275 Piastres to the dollar,

instcad of H8.

7・ hc重-CaSl丁lg Salaries of thc military alld civil scr-

vants through a fresh mo11thly allowancc of IOO

piastrcs pcr perso量丁PCr family. ThlS meaSurC WOuld

cost 6 billioII Pias七res, but it was hopcd that it would

= calm down thc discolltented dcme丁ltS ”.

According to the optimistic calcし1lations by Saigon

experts, thcse ‥ scvc丁-　CCOl丁Omic measures ‥ would

bri置丁g m SOmC 3O bjlli。賀1 Piastres to thc 1970一|97|

budgct, COming mi量lly from rlSlng PrlCeS and the

incrcased taxes lnd duties which would result from

thcm.

工n fact, a,ftcr the impIcmc]ltation of this = rcfom

cconomic life wa‘S hit by a chai11-reaCtion of rocketing

prlCeS Of almosしall c‘▼eryday collSumCr gOOds一重om

3O tO 5O‘)。 On a丁1 a,‘γCrage alld cve宣1 1OO% for certain

PrOducts・

Howcver, thc bしIdgct deficit continued to mount,

rcachi丁-g SOmC 7O bi11io漢1 Piastres at the begim丁ing of

Novcmbcr 197工・ Thc forelgn eXCha11gC reSerVeS in

commercial bal-ks oI-1y amomted to 24 million dol-

lars, arld thc gold and forelgn eXchange reserves of

the National Bank werc thcn cstimated at no more

tha11 28o million do11ars. Something 11eW Wa‘S needed.

A uew白economic reform,, was carried out, a rea,l

‥ turning poil-t’’・

That wa,S the = Autl1111n Economic Revolution ’’of

November |5, 197工, Which comprised m諦e meas初eS

already・ PreCedcd by thc ‥ seven new econOmic mca-

SureS’’of March, 6 197I・

It co¥・ered :

工) E瑠haIlge rates :

Within thc ‥pa‘ra‘llel cxcha量-ge market ,,, four dif-

ferent piastre/l丁S dolla‘r I.ateS Were to bc put in

force:

a) H8 piastl-CS for o-1e dollar fo‥lOl血ading opcr-

烏ol置S (for cxampIc missions a,broad or student ishふar_

hips):

b) 275 Piastres to a dollaI・ for imports eff。。t。d

hrough US commercialized aid a†ld PL 480 :

C) 4OO Piastres to a dollar for imports undertak。n

ith govemmCnt OW上led foreig【1 eXChaIlge Or by- US

id other thaT- COmmCrCializcd aid and PL 48o

d) 41O Piastres for cxports or other (量置On-trading)

ⅩChange operatioIIS, for insta萱1Ce thc c‘ⅩChange of the

轟s’MPCs iI丁tO PiastI-eS、

2) 1′n/)0γ吊伽eぶαnd (初子es

a) Abolitioll Of the austc‘rity tax.

b)Drawmg uP Of a si-1gle list of customs duties

ith ol可y. 4 1mPOSitio喜l rates (whereas fomerly jmport

XeS included 17 rates for customs dutics, 35 ratCS

r austerity taxes and　30 rateS for perequation

XeS):

ー0‘わ　for ma,Chil-CS and industrial cqulPme量「t,

uses fol-　Public transport and lorries, fishing

Oat equlPm。nt, Staples and non-agricultural raw ma-

汀ials;

- 25%　for agricultural products (i教1Cluding raw

laterials) ; and fol- a.lmost all finished products ;
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- 5O常for fruit, alcoholic beverages, tObacco and

clgarCtteS, household utensils and articles, POttery

and porcelain of n11 kinds, three-Wheel vehi。es a.nd

SPare PartS ;

-- 2OO(告for other two, three or four-Wheel vchicles’

including chassis and motors・

c) the perequation ba,Sis would be applicd only in

certain cases言n order to

鵜regulate prices bctween local and imported

g○○ds;

- glVe temPOrary PrOteCtion to encourage produc-

tion drlring the transition period ;

-- SOften the protectionist measures in force for

ccrtain local products・

3・ E卒0γls

This was to be the central economic task of the

coml11g Period. Exporters were to be glVen the bene-

fit of privilcges in crcdit, CXChange, ta.Xa,tion言nvest-

mcnt, alld othcr administrati、▼e regulations・

4・ I男d研iγγ :

Appropriate mea.surcs were to be ta‘ken to develop

industry・ Especially, tO Stimulate in、γeStme11t by

native and forclgn industrialists, the gover量-ment

wo-11d promulgate a law on investment ’’offering

privilcges, PrlOritics and gua,ra‘ntCeS tO PrlVate

lnVeStment.

Do緋eS訪c (最高es a母宅d ia久:eS

Appl・OPriate stcps wcrc to be takcn to improve the

fiscal structure at all lcvels in order to makc the col-

lcction of taxes more efficient・

6・勅命クOγis

Restrictions on r。casing credits言ssuing licences,

CtC… and moIIOPOlist measures i量l Certain branches

Were tO be abolished・ “Free exchange ・・, eSPeCia皿y

Of imports, WOuユd be enforced,

7・ Holm maγ居e信

Appropriate reforms would be madc to render free

e量lterPrlSe mOre Cfficicnt ; thc govc‘mmenしwould only

Pla‘y, the roユe of a =medi亀tor ’’.

8・胸ク彬y aグbd cred毒

The interest rates of ba11k deposits would be paid

OVer a fixed period, in order to mobllize the people,s

Sa,Vings to the maximum・ Special attention wa,S tO be

glVen tO Credits granted lo industry cmd exports

Whose rates of interest would be modified according

An = cconomic development fund ” was to be set up

at the National Ba,nk with an initia⊥ capital of |O bil-

1ion piastres, thus providing the industrialists with

medium and short term credits・ 3OO million piastres

Would be appropriated to the ‥ Export Deve⊥opment

CelltrC ’, to Iook a‘ftcrしhe filla教1Cial neしd…f lmPOrt

aclivities.

9・ Salaries

34 bi11ion plaStreS ea‘Ch year would bc necded to

i11Crea,Se the sa,1ar王cs of the milita‘ry Zし【ld civi⊥ ser-

Vants at all levels.



Those werc thc ma,in lincs of thc ``Autumn Eco-

nomic Rcvolし丁tio11 = of No、′embcr |5, |97エ・ Its goals’

as dcscribed by Pham Kim *goc il- the journal Cha"

助ng焔初Te (Economic Rcnovation) of Novembcr z5・

工97I Were aS fouows ‥

_ tO frce cconomic lifc from all constraints, SO aS

to do away with structural weakncsscs and raise eco-

nomic efficiency ;

_ tO Create a neW Climate in order to stimulatc

initiative in thc prlVatC SCCtOr ;

一「 tOCreate SOmd conditions for stabilizing economic

life, developmg the ecol-Omy alld c21I丁ymg Out SOCial

Changes ;

- tO a,dvancc towards cconomic independencc and

national prosperity・

In fact, thc白eco!1Omic rcfoI.mS” of March 6 a.nd

NovcmbeI・ |5, |97工WCrC /iγSi “,,d /0γe研oSi mOneiaγγ

Beca‘uSC Of Sa.igon’s compIcte dcpcndcnce on US

aid, the cxchange rate of the piastre to thc US dollar

was completely artificial : the Piastre, eVen aCCOrding

toしhe officia,l estimates was cxccssivcly overvalucd・

Thc difference between thc official rate and thc black

market rate was [ tO 3. This was for ‘γario11S reaSOllS・

Until October 197O, the[-e Wa.S nOminally a‘ Smglc

exchange rate of l工8 piastrcs for onc US do11ar and a

single excha,nge markct, tha,t ma‘nagCd by the admm-

istration. But ⊥一一PraCticc dolla一. t宣・こmSaCtions were

made mainly o】=.hc ‥ frce rmrket ’’, a‘CCOunting for

SeVeral h-1ndrcd million dollars per year at a rate

丁anging from 4OO tO 5OO Piastrcs for one us dollar.

That dollar t「afflC WaS dctrimcntal to the budget,

Cnriching speculators and importers who lived on the

reseHing to forelgn firms of import licences, Obtained

by greaslng the palms of ministers, high officials,

generals and others who tra,ffickc'd in influence and

dolねrs. The GIs and US civiliaI-S fed the dollar

black-market eithcr throllgh their own resources or

throl-gh speculations,

The establishment of thc ‥ pa]-a皿exchange mar-

ket∵ did not briIlg紬y grCat ChaI-gC tO that situation,

as this ma.rket was a,PP⊥ied only to very few commer-

Cial operations.

This over-eValuation of thc piastrc cost amually the

USA 2OO mil⊥ion dollars as a kind of subsidy to the

Saigon govcmmcnt to “ climi喜latC thc difference bet-

WCCn the official cxchaI-ge ratC and that of the black

〕na,rket ’’.

Eve裏- in the nc‘W'ぐXCh{しl-gC ・・ refom ,’, With lhe ra,te

Of 275 Piastres for one do⊥lar forしJS commercialized

aid and PL 48o crcdits, thc plaJStre WaS Still ovcrva-

lued in relatioIl tO thc ra,tCS Of 4OO and 4IO Pia,StreS

to a dollar・ This camc from the fact that Amcrican

PrOducts were morc costly and not so good asFrench,

」talian, Japancsc or wcst GeI-I皿重OneS : thc import-

ぐrS Were Only illtereStCd ill maki事lg quick sales, SO

with an cxchangc r証c of 400 Piastres for ollC do]⊥ar

。0 One WOl〕ld bc willing to i葵丁lPOrt US goods・ This

重丁lCa‘nt tha‘tし丁S commeI-Cializcd aid co111d not be con-

VCrtCd, With a]J tllC COnSe。し一CnCCS arismg from it. The



Americans resignedly accepted their白111issed profit ‥ ,

for they werc allowed to used [O% of the “ Countcr-

part Fund ′, for their白activities ’’in So11th Vict Nam,

and could recover it through other means・

In fa,Ct, With an cxchange ratc of 41O Piastres in-

stead of 275 for each dolla,r SPent by lhe GIs, Sate11itc

troops, thc US civil and military missions, the Em-

bassy, tlle COmPanics cngaged iu public works and

American trading companics) the Amcricans could

now recover |35 Piastres. Although the Saigon gover}l-

ment was able to enrich its currency rcserves With

from 3OO tO 4OO m皿on dollars’it wa,S ha,Ving to pay

out some fifty billion piastres to finance Amer-

ican cxpenditurc.皿s was an ;/,n函〃a硝so“γCe O/

坤Iall●012 a諦b諦get de/初・

Accordlllg tO USAID, thc sums spenしby the Ameri-

ca,nS rea.Ched 74 billion piastres in |966 and 9O bi11ion

in I967 (at the H8-Piastrc rate), includ111g 40 b皿on

for the GIs・ expenses, from IO tO [6 billion for thosc

。f thc RMK/BRG fimら24 b皿on for those of MACV′

seven b皿on for thosc of the　=Food for Peacc

Mission, etC.‥, Without taking into account the cxpen-

diturcs of USAID itself, and the various scrvices of

the US Embassy. With the 275 Piastrc cxcha,nge ra.tC,

though the GIs were gradua‘11y withdrawn’in |97O

that sum fa,1- SurPa,SSCd onc hulldred bi皿)n PiastresI

With thc new 41O Pia,Stre ratC’the figure wa,S Cel∴

tainly brought tobetwcell [5O a,nd 2OO bi11ionin |972‘

Th。 Lilienthal - Vu Quoc Thuc “ Postwar Economic

Survey ” group notcd that thc当nassive participatlOII

of (US and satc皿e) troops ill this war ha‘S tOta,lly

t缶sf。m。d S。uth Vi。t Nam・s 。。。n。mi。 a萱1d s。。ial

s缶uctul・CS∴, Ton Tha.t Thien, Ministcr of I]1f。matio-1

忠葦詰謹霊豊霊l豊器豊
alprming. ”

Most of the AmericaIIS livcd a pr⊥11Cely. 1ife herc

While spending just a few dollars a, da,y. ’l、hey had

their own resta,urantS, Clubs, SWimmmg POOIs, bea,Chcs,

cincmas, tranSPOrt and telecommunication networks,

they bought白luxury’’ articles　2md foodstuffs m

SPeCial ca,nteenS at Pr⊥CeS infinitely cheaper than in

the USA, as these pr。ducts alld articIcs wcre intro-

duced d初γイγee through the PX or “ care of” the US

Embassy.

皿e胸w勤評鋤ge = rcform ‥ (With + diffcrent ra,tCS)

Wd,S basically a ncw massive deval11a‘tion of the plaS-

土re.

It Ⅵγ.LS linked with a flSCal rcform rclating cssen-

tially to import taxes・

With the l|8-Piastrc exchangc ratc, th。 gOVernmont

COllectcd o重I CVery dollar used for impu丁ls.

鵜で25 Piastres for the pereqtlatiofl taX,

-工57 Piastrcs of tax on thc　=differellCC i丁- the

Parallel c‘XCha重-ge ‥ ,

that is a nominal rate ()f　4OO Piastres. Addcd to

this rate were customs dutics a†ld the austerity tax,

tota11iI-g a,nOthcr 4OO Piastrcs・ Thl漢S eVel-y dollar spent

j-1 imp()rtS br。ught back 80O Pla,StrCS・

Aftc重工he devaluation of the piastre ill November

I97工, With a‘ 4OOヤiastrc cxcha.11gC ratC, the gOVern-

ment言)y. CStablishing a sillgle tariff - a‘uSterity tax
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岩盤嵩豊f器霊嵩諸
for c、▼Cry dollar spent lI=mPOrtS, nOt 。Oll血g叫

mcstic taxes and duties・ This flSCal mcasuI-C Ilit mpst

Of au those ]†一1一周r十∩.† nm′i,。_+c.∴,,了古〈t. __〈　〈____臆臆臆臆臆importcd prodt-CtS Which are consumer

Staples・

ll is sufficient to comparc thcse figures to sce how
有profitable ” this fiscal refom was.

ReccIPtS from indircct taxes

in USdoIJars I99 m皿on (a) 2O】・5 million (b) (+].3%)

inpiast】-es58’5O6 -　83,OI8 -　(十42%)

(a) at t】一C aVerage cxcha【]gC rate ‥ 294 Piastres/One d。llar.

くり)

」、his is all thc more striking as rcceipts from imports

in 1972 amOuntedonlyto I工4.3 mi⊥lion dollars against

379.6 mlll10n iI丁I97エ, that lS a dccrc‘aSe∴Of 265.3

mi皿on o賞- 70(言,

1‘hcsc me柵IでS had im蘭ate consc(1ue重ICeS.

Only a few days after thc promlgation of the
白Autum Economic Rc、・O⊥11tion告kyrocketing offlClal

PrlCe rises hit almost al⊥ importcd goods ‥ frol丁丁IOO%

to 2OO。(仁From 45OO Piastres per Ioo kilos thc prlCe

Of rice rosc to 9,OOO; a call Of condensc‘d milk now

COSt |OO P]aSt}でS iI-Stead of 5O ; One kilo of sし一gar‥工5O

Piastrcs i11StCCld of 7O ; thc prlCCS Of frllit, YCgCtables

and mcat incrcasc‘d by・ f重-01丁1 rOO tO 2工5¥), neWSPmt

Price doubled; O】1C metrc of pop虹cost 283 Piastres,

こしrlSe Of 80()/。. Almost all local ind¥1Strics were work-

1ng With imported　'-aW matCrials and equlPmCnt

(Paper: 80(畑WeaVl-1g and splnnmg: 95名言Sugar:

9O?‘言tObacco and cigarcttes : 95(方言　Pharmaceutical

PrOducts : 9O?b ;PaStry‥ 8o(ら, etC.) ; thepriceincreases

On SuCh goods ine‘壷しbly enta‘iled thc rise of finished

PrOducts. On the black markct, Price rises became

general and much morc important, affecting all goods・-

Of course, the　白economic reform’’ included a

=ckuse:’on salary and wagc riscs which ga、′e eaCh

military man or civil servant amonthly “cost ofliving

allowance’’ of　|,2OO Piastres・ But this government

generosity, barely allowedthem to payfor the increases

on 20 kilos of Ame]-ica宣言ice (9OO Piastres) and 6 cans

Of condensed milk (3OO Piastres)・ What was given by

One hand was taken away by the other.

With regard to　=freedom to import’’this was

Simply a = booby trap’」 Formerly the Ministry of the

Economy was compclled to sell dollとしrSしO thc i置丁1POI-t-

CrS When import liccnces wcre issued to thcm. Now

theywere free to import, bしIt hzLd to pay a‘t OnCC 4OO

Piastres for everydollar theyaskcd for, Without know-

mg When they would bc gl、▼en the forclgn eXChange,

Since the modalities and rcg11lat10nS WCre eXCeSSIVely

COmPlicated and nccessitatcd infinite dclays" Thesc

‥adva【1CeS ” helped bI-ing thc t工-CaSl里′- Some te重IS Of

billions of piastrcs within three months・白工手ree im-

POrt ’’ drove local industrics, alrcady m n PCrilous

State, tOWards baI庇ruptcy as thc‘y folmd thc‘mSCIves

-1nable to competc with importrd p一・OdllCtS・



By高tue ofthe白dause” oll =credit policy’’, the

i-1terCSt ratCS On bank dcposits for fixed periods went

し1P from 8 [2% to丁4・21㌦ ‥ Short-tCrm interest rates

from 8.工3(∴〉 tO I8・24‘主言and thc discount rates from

6% to I8')。言n ordcr to stmulate prlVate SaVmgS a‘nd

absorb the surplus ba‘一Ik-1OtCS in circIIla-tion・ But peo-

ple are prudent ‥ SOme PrCfcrred to hoard gold’Others

to buy rcal estatc or durablc goods, Others to acqulre

dollars on thc bla,Ck markct for 45O tO 5OO Piastres

to thc dollar a.Ild then lcgally or illega11y tra置1Sfer

thcm abroad・ In 197[’thc amount of ba.nk deposltS

was ]O% of thc total of notes in circulation against

2O.2名, in 197O, 23.8(㍑ in 1969 and 34.5‘れin [966.

The = Autumn EconomlC Rcvolution ’’had becn thc

object of vcry careful prcparatio工lS・

Apa,rt fI-Om thc preludc - the = sc‘Ven neW CCOnOmic

measures” of March 6, 197十- 27 biuio量l Pia‘StreS in

I,OOO-Piastrc notcs had bcen kcpt ready for the past

year to bc pしIt in circulation. And on November 29,

工97工, ha,rdly twl) WeCks a‘fter the pro皿lgation of tllC

‥Autumn Economic Rcvolutio工l,’’ I8 billions’worth

of the new notcs wcre thrown onto the ma,rket,

followlng SuCCCSSivc isslleS Of |OO’2OO a,nd 5OO-Piastre

notcs since Fcbruary I(), [970・ This inflationary

meaSul・e, imPOSCd by incrcasmg military expcnditure,

was a丁l adva丁lCC Wammg Of thc intensificatioll Of the

cconomic and flnanCicll crisIS ill |972.

That ycar’Lhc situatioIl hこrVC WOl.SCned comparcd

with |97I, thc budgct deflCit increased by 32・4%’the

balance of trこIde deficit by　8.5i、u; milita,ry alld

reprcssion cxpellSCS by 42.工〇㌦ c…d advanccs by thc

National Bank (including Treasury Bonds) by 16.`背信

While receipts decrea‘Sed (工3O billion piastrcs against

エ67 billion in |97I, a 22.2男, decrcase), thus aggravat葛

ing financial difficulties・ (I) The　月Autumll Eco-

nomic Revolution’’ of November r5, |97|　had not

broし1ght about the results expected.

*

For thc last tcil yearS thc financial and mOnCtary

PrOblem has occupied thc central place among the

CCOllOmic problcms of thc Saigon reglme. It is one of

t,he dircct and illC‘‘壷able consequences of the US neo-

COIonialist policy which has becn cxprc‘SSed in its

aggrcssion ngainst H丁e Vietnamese p○○pIc‘∴∴and in

CCOnOmic aid.

Occurmg in a new conJmCture, nOt Only in South

Vict ¥‾am, but also and cしbo¥・C a11 in the USA (Serious

deficit of the balancc of payments, gallopmg infla-

tioIらrismg PrlCeS, de、ralllatioll Of thC dolla,r, gOld

hcamorrhage, POlitical a丁1d s子)Cial conflicts∴and trou-

blcs, - wllich c(一mPC‘llcd thc‘ AmerlCanS gradually to

P111l out thCir Expc‘ditio11ary Corps - that spirallmg

el-isIS Culminatcd i【1 the = Vietnamizatioll Of the waI- ’;

Tl10ugh they cl)VC重Cd ul-110丸c‘′ery sPhere Of ccoIIU-

mics llld fmall。e, thc solwtio】1S Put forward did not

白) This decrease m fiscal receipts was due, less to the

・lb()llt10n Of the ZluSterlty t"X and the iIICOrPOration of the

Perequation tax illtO CuStOmS duties, aS Claimed by o描cjal

諒しtem‘)JltS, than to the　{lggraVation of cconomic stagnation

狛nd出e worscning o吊丁lC PurChasing power of the masscs.



go to the root of the problcm. It could not be other-

Wisc sincc the aim of the “ reforms ’’always coJ】Sistcd

in =flndingmoney’’to finance thc war c‘ffort. How-

CVer, i11CreaSmg War and repressioIl expCnditures

deepened the budget deficit and specded up inflation

rcsulting in prlCe rises and heavy deval11ations of

thc piastre. Thus, they had to “make both ends

mcct‥ with the 5?me甲m Out WCapOnS (increasing

US aid, taXeS, rlSlng PrlCeS and more ad¥′al丁CCS by

the National Bank…), COVered up by pompous sIogans

like =tighteniIlg One’s belt ’’, = relying o11 One’s own

Strength ’’, =undergoing privations with courage ∴

=flying on one’s own wings, ” etc… Which all冊i-

mately went back to making the masses白sweat ” as

much as possible.

South Vietnamese society was pol之Lrizr,d with on

the one side the dispossessed who fomed thc m叩Or-

1ty Of the population, and on the other, tlle WC‘ll-

hee王ed, a minority of businessmcn, POliticial]S, minis-

ters and officers‥・ Who enriched themselves bycorrup-

tion and speculation.

These “multi-millionaires ‥ (in d()虹ars), hardly

more than a hundred in mmber, h{しd built up

COIossal fortunes, eSPCCially after thc' arrival of the

Amcricans who brought along with thcm biuions of

dolla,rS Of US economic and military aid [hrough-

Out the 6os・ Thesc pcople were the owncrs of b肌ks,

industrial and import companics, OCCuP申1g ke手POStS

in the govemmcnt and army工iving m rcl′Oltillg OPu-

lencc and luxury, = breeding fighting cocks fmd ] C‘ユニは-

ing on Perslan CarPetS and tiger hides ∴ “ stlPPlying

War ma,tCrial to the US Expcditionary Corps or scr-

Viccsto thc GIs’’・ They were thc most influential

and powerful people i-1 thc reglme"　Thanks to a,

tight netwl)rk of a皿a.nces a,nd friendships, thcse ncw

m肌ionalreS WCre able to have contacts with thc

highcst-ranking officials of the US Embassy, MACV

and USAID, at the same time plummg themselves on

being白pat工・iots ‥　who wcrc contributing to Ilationa」

reconstruction and not　信collaborators ‥, SPeCulators

Or War PrOflteerS・ ([)

([) For instanceamong the civ11ians wc may note:
- Nguyen Ngoc Linh, a graduate of Bowdoin University in

七he USA, 21 neighbour of the lormer US Amb澄sador Bunker.

He is tlle OWner Of large buildings rented by Americans声

SChooI witI- 5’OOO boarders, adcposit and commercial bank,

an insurance compaIly' a bjg flrm importlng For〔I trucks

ilnd John Deere tractors, an aSSemblmg factory o上　Toyota

tourist cars... He is thc youngest Saigon milliomire, Whose

Career WaS PrOmOted by his being at the rjg丁丁t time, POl主

tlCal and ecollOmlC adviser to Nguyen Khanh, then of士icial

SPOkesman and Mlnister of Information of the Nguyen Cao

Ky govemment.

-Hoang Kim Quy, n　白Northern rcfugee’’ and former

COntractor for the Japnnese occup点lO量l Zlrmy. Under US

Occupat上o工l, he co重ltinued in the same tra(Ie, SuPPlying b礼r-

be。 wire to the US Expeditionary Corps which gave l-im 5

丁11111ion dollars m (`aid,′ to set up a firm t-1ming out　3,OOO

tons of b{Lrbe。 wlre amually, 50% of the tOtal quantity used

in South Viet Nam. Proprietor of a big enterprise importing

Silk, COttOn and synthet,ic flbres, founder ofa la.rgc bank aml

a sha‘re】一Older in many others) this hciしVy smOker of opium

is o11C Of the 22 mOSt rabid partis{11-S Of Nguyen Van Thieu

lll the Scna[c. An ultra-reaCtionary, he has mol・e than once

declared tt-at = the Americans should spcnd I5 days razing

the DRVN to t-1egrOund and then march on the North.′′

-La Tha血　Nghe, the grandson of a former prefect of

tl-e French colon{al土筆t adm王nistration and a big lan。owner in



Whilc the rcglme,s privileged were rouing i萱l gOld’

news items of thc da,ily press almost everyday feat-

11rCd ca,SeS Of suicide from poverty: a丁1 Ordinary

prlVa‘te Wjth [O yearS′ service’ea‘mmg 23 dollars a

month, POISOned himself ; a first置Class prlVate With a

工3-dollar monthly wage (Plus 5-dollar compe11Sa,tion

for the price of rice and [,65 do11ar for his wife and

each child up to the age of four) burn=limSelf to
death…

the Mekong Delta・ A pharmacist・ he made a. lot of money

by speculaling in cllemical and pharmaceutical products

thanks to USAID dollars. Owner of one of Saigon’s biggest

deposit and commercial banks’he supported Nguyen Cao Ky

who made him Minister of Industry.

These three specimens are the typical representatives

of one caste-the bu5inessmen-Of the new ruling class in

South Viet Nam. Coming from various circles and belonging

to different sociul strata they can co-OPerate With each other

on many precise points, for insta.nce in their rabid anti-COm-

munism, and their desire to get rich dt anyCOSt at the expense

Of the supreme interests o士the nation‥・

Among the military clique, Nguyen Van Thieu (and

his Iamily, Particularly his wife, Well-known among business

circles for her corruption and gambling, Particularly for her

traffic in drugs, OPium, do11ars, diamonds, gOld…) is the

b」ggeSt ‘Var-PrOfiteer. HIS P工lVate loltune is estimated by

tlle Westem press ut 4OO billion piastres (at)Out One billion
(louars in I972).

Among the gener。ls, thirty count th。ir fortunes m hundreds

of millions of doll`げS, tWenty five in tens of m111ioIlふ・

Of course, CLll these fortuIleS are Ior tlle mOSt P乱rt deposit-

ed ln BraLZil, Italy Llnd’above a11, in Switzerland・

Not a felV COlonels and m叩OrS hold a lcnding positlOn in

the bu示ncss world, in fac=hey rmlke up 25% o士　Saigon’s

・・ big bu高nessmen ’」

Thus bus111CSSmen ZLre hand in glove with the military

and fom a milしtarist-bdrelluCra‘tic-COmPradore bourgeoisie

aroun(l Nguycn V種n Thieu a11d the junta in polVer.

The = economic refoms’’, Particularly the =Au-

turm Economic Revolutio〇一’’whilc induding financ-

mg meaSureS for a deficit budget, aimed at othcr

things・

Earlier’in 197O’Within the context of thc “pro-

gram-law’’, a Serics of cconomic measures had

already been taken in the fom of ¥dccrees and pro-

jects with a view to:

- Stabilizing the cconomy ;

- intensifyillg industrial and agnCultural produc-

tion;

-- equilibrating the balaI置Ce Of trade ;

- increasing the national incomc so as to secure

SOCial harmony.

These ta,Sks were the object of thc = fuu cconomic

development period’’ sta,rting in　|972　and taking

OVer from the = period of economic stabilization ” of

thc years 1969-197工(工)・

This economic revival was to have bce萱l COmbined

With the military onc, the　=Phoenix Pacification

CamP蝕gn‥　at home in concert with the Southcm

La‘OS OPeration in Fcbruary 197エand the campalg○○

11-　Cambodia in March　|97O. These military. and

白pacificfltion ’’campalgnS WCre dircctly connected

With the Amerjcan attempted m。、′eS tO regam COntrOI

Of thc cconomic situatiol「: thc successes of the

“paciflCatioll’’at home, aS Well as abroad, WOuld

(r) Wc haVO discusscd Elbove the outcome of tl〕at
`` st油il宣Zation period ’’.
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cnable the resourCeS Of thc country tO be ex-

Ploited.

AIongside thc intensiflCation of白paciflCation’’′

economC Plal-S tLnd projccts∴WerC thus put i【1tO

effect-

Thesc includcdこ

Tんe工0-year eγpOγ吊la′=0γ ・溜壷初γal a初sea

かOd勅訪S工97工-I980 :

ThlS WaS thc centI-al problcm governlng all econo-

mic activitlCS・ Ra,ised to thc Ic、'。 of a Siale f)olicy・

it had absolutc prlOrity・

′rhe success Of that pla11 rCquircd thc impllmenta-

Theうyear少lalLS joγ廟strial a初agγic初′al

deひelol湘e諦工97工-ェ97与・

Thcse pla,nS a,rC a一一integral part of the whoIc

工O-year Plan for thc ‥ po正War eCOnOmy ” (工971-工98o)

whosc reha.bllitation al-d dc血)PmCnt Will requlre’

according to the spccialists・ forcca,StS, /短脇ol)

do脇/S研d s諦h初dγed捌io,中iaslres (about 5’O84

million dollars a‘t thc ra‘te Of II8 piastres for one dol-

lar in I97O (工) Nearly all this considerablc capital

wa,S tO COme from forelgn aidタlnVCStmentS and loans’

particularly American and Japa‘neSe’and would

(I) Not tcking

of皿1ning resO」rCeS・ and the buLilding o{ sea an。 river portS′

motorways, alrflelds and (locks, a[ld other loglStlC lnSta11a-

tions ill the proce9S Of being co11StruCtCd by the Americans

which could be used later Ior econOmic 。evelopment.

then be distributcd to thc va,rious branches of thc

economy(ェ) :

-初uslry ‥ 759 million dollars (for 8 years 197エー

工978),

- Cgric初〃re‥ 2O billioI- Piastres (about |70 mil-

1ion dollars a=he rate of H8 piastres for one
dollar) probably set aside for hydraulic works ,

- electγic宛y : |8o million do11a,rS,

- rOads : 667 million dollars,

- u′aieγ S砂クIy ‥ 4O millioIl dollars,

- buildings : 170 million dollars,

- yegional deひeloクme鮎[,29O mi11ion do11a,rS.

Urgent measurcs had to be taken to encourage

foreign investments.

Modifications were therefore brought to l)ecree

No2/63 Of February 14, |963 On investments through

La(クNo ○○4/72 0/ルクでe 2nd,工972, On初esime海s.

Did do11ars’yenS, POunds stcrlillg, marks, francs...

POur in following its promulgation? Wc wiu see
later・ Other measures were also taken to cncourage

the inflow of forelgn CaPital for the expIoita,tion of

Subsoil resources’ eSPCCially petroleum, hence the

Publica,tion of
``La砂NOoH/7O O/ Decembe′ 1 , ]97O O胴在4rosクec-

訪on a仰d e坤lo諒aiio鮎’’

(I) The remaining will be devoted to national defence,

POlice, SOCial and cultural establishments and scientific

researches.

工うVS42
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Iうcull。mic dcv。1opment was to be brought hoout :

臆臆訪holl移by carry⊥ng Out a far-rぐaChing ccoI10mic

political and soeial mcasurc of paramomt mPOl-t,anCe.
′工、his was the.恒Id reform一, promulgat〔)d o]一掘JrCh

2(), I97〇・

- aZ)rO‘ndi by "ooPCration w皿other c種pltalist

countrics,宜.partlCular Japan, Whilc thc USA would

rcmain the pmcipal =money-lendcr’’∴(/砂初eSe一輝-

nai彫Se COOクeralio浩was thercfore rcgarded by the

Saigon authorities as a s壷g初出勅COndition of post-

war economic rchabilitation肌d dcvelopmcnt・

A11 these econ。mlC “Plans’’alld “projects’’(l)wcre

already foreseen by Washington in 1966. ’Jheir direc-

tivcs wcrc'　embぐidied in 197O in the so-Called P勅命

foγ ihe ・・Pos古物r De諦0函ent o声he R函blic ol陶

Nam・, worked out by Da,Vid E・ Lilientha,l in collabo-

ration with Vu Quoc Thuc.

The Period of Disi=usionmen置

The plans were grand, the intcntions praiseworthy′

but there is ma丁1y a Slip twixt the cup and the

lips・

It was expected that as from ]97], South Vict Nam

would be sclf-Sufficient in rice, and cxport it from

工972 0n・

However吉(trClgn, mOStly Amc‘丁ica,n, rice continued

to pour in上o Saigon.

(|) Details arc gjven in the Appendix.

上り70　　　j20,000　t。丁lS

⊥97I∴∴∴∴553,00。　--

工97∠∴∴∴∴28与,000　へ

真)73　　　450,0〇〇　一-一

工974 (d) ∴300,000　-

(ili申rし工-e仕草t高Ⅹ重賞10n両ofで】le yeこ高

′l‘heユ973 =ricぐfcvcr” shook the rcgmぐ‥ (、Crtainly

血re was speculat王on・ both cconomic皿d political,

晶the shortage waJS ]l。netheJess rca‘1. For the first

timc・ famine appeared jn a country which uscd言n

lhぐbest ycars of the prc-War period, tO eXPOrt |.5

m拙ion tons of rice叩ear・

In |972言n I2 Out of thc 44 PrOVinces of South

Vict Nam, CroPS WCre S血Ck by fl∴Ser王ous flnd pro-

longed drought with ⊥nCalculable coIISCquCnCeS Out

のf 2.8 m虹ion hcct亀rc‘S Of cultivated land (2・4 million

hectarcs under rice), Only 350,OOO hectares (tha,t is

I3% of the total) could be irrigated. Onc million

hcctares wer。ユeft uncuItivatcd a‘nd 4r。OO kilometres

Of hydraulic works abandoncd’(‘xposlllg Paddy-flelds

t(言nvasion of saユty tida上部血rs.

’rhe situation was aggravated in 1973 and st皿more

i主l ±974 and beca.me untena掠、 by the cxorbitant in_

‘エCaSeS in taxes and the shortage of pctrol, ChemicaI

fertilizcrs, CC‘mCnt and s丁-itablc拙ina=eed. These

SIIOrtages, CauSed by the reduction of imports due to

= lackof forcign cxchang吊)rO噂ht in [heir train a

giddy rise in prlCeS.

Within a皿)nth, the prlC(、 Of onc kilo of maize morc

than doubled, frum 6o toェ5O Piastres, that of onc



kilo of chemical fertilizcr iIICreaSCd by 7O%, OnC bag

(5Okilos) of cement by 23O%, and the price of pctroI
Went uP eightfold rising from 3O tO 240　Piastres,

then to 6oo and 8oo piastres pcr litre…

In many reglOnS, t上IC farmers were compe11ed to

Cut down thc acrcage of their lands undcr effccLivc

Cultivation by one-third・

Animal husbandry decrcased by two-thirds : 9O%

Of the big farms cIoscd down and the rema,indcr could

Only mark timc.

Sea-fishing floundered in the greatest difficulties :

8o% of all fishemen werc out of work; 7O% of the

motor boats lay idle for months on end as receipts

WerC nOt Sufficient to pay for pctrol and taxcs・

Rubber productiorl fell to an all-time low:

20,OOOtOnS in 1972・ From I973, mOSt Of the large

rubbcr plantations, dcvastated by military operations,

WerCi-Sit11atCd in-areaS liberatc‘d by thc People′s

Liberation Armcd Forces.

The Ministcr for Agricし批ure, Ton That Trinh, had

to admit that =agricultural production is in a terrible

mess, 3O-8o% of it according t。 the various bran-

Ches being pa,ralysed・ This disturbing situation must

have unforeseeablc conseqし1enCeS On the economy;’(|)

It must bc said thu,t in the agricultural spherc,

efforts - though limited - WerC made for a definitc

PurPOSe・

(r)Saigorl PaPer Dan L”an (People’s opinion) February

7,丁974・

1mportant investments were made in the improve-

mcnt of cultivation techniq'】eS, hydraulic works, im-

PrOVement Of thc soil亘1trOduction of new high-yield

ricc strains (上R5, IR8, IR2O, IR22‥J, farm mechani-

cation. For instancc, thc (luantlty Of imported che-

mical fertilizcrs 】.CaChcd 4OO,OOO tOnS in　|97] a,nd

5OO・OOO tOnS in |972 (not counting tricalcic phosphate

Which is tl‾Ca.tCd on thC SPOt) against |75,OOO tOnS in

上り(う5. Motocultors∴and tractors from 7 tO IO HP or

6o to 8。 HP wcrc sold t。 thc peasants a.t less than cost

Price. In A工I Giang province alone, thcre were up to

25’OOO. Two agriculturaユ{md fishing equlPmCnt facto-

ries -. Vikyno and Vinappr(トfinanccd by thc Japan置

esc, Were buil[′ in Bien Hoa, CaCh turmng Out amually

SOmC 3,OOO mOtOCultors imd tractors and thousa]1ds of

Othcr motors.

Stress was also laid岬on the development of anim-

ul husbandry by thぐimport of 25O,OOO tOnS Of maizc

in |97J, and 3OO,O。O tOllS in 1972言n :lddition to thc

乞](らOOO tOnS Of animal fcc‘d imPOrted cach ycar. To

ヽuPPIcment the z5　CXisting factoI-ies, With a total

しapaCity of |3(らO()O tOnS, PrOCぐSSlng mal祝, SWCet POta〇

十o(うS and other agricultm・al prodl丁CtS for animaユbreed〇

°lg, therc was {L PrOject to import鉦e nc‘W factories

O=hc∴SamC kind i]一丁972・

(読IStal fishing received important capital for ltS

mOdemlZation: I22,374,OOO Pia.strcs i一口97O (that is

J’O37’OOO doユIar5　{lt thc ratc of II8 piastres for

O章一e dollar) from the AgrlCultura,=〕evc‘lopment Bank,

a1 2.5 million do皿a,r loan from the Asian Development

J:iemk (Paya.blc in 25 yCarS With 2.5% intercst from



thc 7th yea‘r) :md 68,OOO do11a-rS a,id for thc populari-

Zation of scicnce and tcchniquc’4,23j,(,OO dollars from

thc Statc budget for thc import o=ishi噂c甲lPment

a,nd coasta‘1 prospccting carricd out under t,hc肌s-

PICeS Of thc UNO and in cooperation with thc Amcri-

CanS a,nd the Dutch. Thc mmber of n-OtOrized fishi一‘g

boats rosc from 53,OOO in I9()O tO 8LOOO in I970・

All thcsc efforts wcre directcd towar(1s a doul)lc

Objectivc‥ it was less to incrcas。 C‘ⅩPOrしs tha.n to

PrOVidc sし1PPユies for the US Expcditionary (証ps and

the puppct amy ⊥11 Ordcr t(, ±皿cviate the burdcn orl

the US budgct・ ‥ On-th(‘-SPOt SuPPly ,, wasユcss cost⊥y

and helpcd to galn [im(、.

The miragc of the白川-y(・a‥xpOrしdevc⊥opme【lt

plaI宣’’bega工=O宜もdeこ

I970

工97I

重り7」 (こl)

I973同

「n止しiol王(lo虹と汀S

((l) - TくLkm高lltO lしCC`Ount &甲。 l ‥l出,上告e/L`t初男, ‘m

They scraped地(` bottom (、吊he barrcl t。 gCt a工ly-

thing thcy collld fitld 」iml)Cr’一."bber, ( hr王mps, d`[Ck

feathers' SCra,P-ふI.OI上i-1 al「 w壷mP=O拙up the grp-

1ng holeヽ ill thc bal訓lCC、 。自rこ高うd(、fici七.

エ970　　　布くう

エリ7I Il/’轟

工t)72　　　両8

工り7、;∴∴∴∴斗◆†子、

Duong Dinh Suu, President of the Saigon Chamber

Of Commerce a.11d Industry, dotted the G’s whcn he sa,id :

= If South Viet Nam camot mCrCase its cxports言t is

far a vcry simple rea,SOn : it has nothing to expoTt・”

In industry, the situation was no better : in ear′ly

|974, industrial production ha.d diminished by 5O(穴, aS

COmParCd with the sa.mc period of |973・

5O(完Of the firms had ceased thcir zICtivitics whilc

those still ablc to contimlC in cxistonce redし1Ced pro-

duction from 3O tO 501)l,

Textilc m皿s, thc peak sector, WerC facing grcat

dlfficulties and threatc`nCd with bankrし1PtCy : 8o?気Of

the weavmg mius worked from only |8 to 2。 hours ;L

Week. Evcn t‘hc‘ mOSt mOdcm factol‾ies, 1ina,nCCd by

-lmericans ol‾ Taiwanese, SuCh as Sicovina, Vinytcx

Vinatexco, WCre SCndiilg Out Cries of flla.rm・

Thc production of toothpaste went down by 8o若,

that of condcnsed milk by 5O(主, (Foremost Company,

where AmC]一ican capital is pl-edominaIlt, had to fire

233 WOrkers beca,uSe Of reducしioll Of producしior一)・ that

ofpaperby ()O(五・ Six out of thc te-1 detcrgent facto-

r-1C‘S WerC CIosed dowl主Thc SIF」¥ mulch 1祝し。ry,∴L

fomer French cntel・P一・isc which was t乱ken ovcr by

しhc Statc, doscd dowr- aflcr bcmg m OPoration fo「 7Z

Thc MユTJ′¥C ciga‘t-e十もe and to[)aCC(, factory we重lt inl。

ll(1uldat10n‘ Les Bra,SSerics ct Glassi缶cs dc l’ユndochi}1C

一でduced ltS Pl“Oduction to the lowest possiblc Icvel・

OしIt Of thc‘ 43 C11tC`rPrlSeS m the ind11StriこしI I`eg⊥O重l 。f

Bicn Hoa w吊ch dcpcnded cssontially佃∴amy CuS-

1om. sjx we血　o11t 。f cxistcncc. Thc productioll Of
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Clectric appliances decreased by 75し完. Potteries tum-

Cd out only 55 tOnS Of goods per month aga‘inst |73

1ons previously. One bottle of oxygen fel=o 2,OOO

Piastres against 6,OOO a few months before and found

fcwer buyers・ FIour-mills werc in a bad way: Saki-

bomi and Viphomixo, the two biggest ones, SuPPlied

thc ma,rket with from 30 tO 4O tOnS Of wheat f⊥our per

day against 6oo tons in |972. The assembユing of cars,

motorbikes and bicycles was almost totauy paralysed.

′I‘he `` Trade and Serviccs ,, sector’Which made up

f)O% of the GNP’WaS in a statc of completc stagna-

tion : many lmPOrterS had to glVC back their licences.

A great number of petty tra,desmen ha,d to decla,re

themselves bankrupt.

The causcs uf this dccline werc many:

-- the shortage - and the rcsulting highcr prlCeS

-- Of raw materials・ Semi-finishcd products and sparc

PartS, because of scarcity of foreIgn exchange for

imPOrt P-1rPOSeS ;

-」he competition from forelgn PrOducts,

.- the sl-CCeSSive devaluations of the piastrc :エO

times in r973, 7 times during the first six months of

]974. Thc pia,St]・e Pinty with the dol⊥ar was brought

from 465 Piastres in Deccmber I972 tO 64O Piastres

for one dollar in July |974 ;

- Jhe lljgh i]1tereSt rateS On bank loans : 28% per

-亘the lack of capital‥ national c重ltCrPrlSeS WCre

denicd govemment aid which was readiIy granted to

forclgn firms ;

- thc fa11 in the p`lrChasing power of thc masses;

一the excessive tax incrcases ;

- thc numerous complicated rcgulations which

discouraged any cconomic∴aCtivitics・

1n fact, the South Vietnamcse economy livcs at thc

CXPenSe Of US aid. It is c‘SSentially a　当rading

industry ’’which works exclusi、′ely with imported

Semi finished products, raW matCrials and spare

PartS, 8o()/; of which comc from US aid・ Its |O与も

COntribution to the GNP is simply a camo11flaged

COntributio喜l from the `` imports ” sector.

This industry could not sしII‾Vive wilhout injcction

Of foreign capital. But did it come?

Durlng the three years 1970, 197工, a丁ld　|972,

forclgn C牛Pitals flowed in only in driblets・

Accordmg tO a rCPOrt by the Japanese mission of

ihC Kaidcnran, investments in industry in 197O

持ccounted for 18,7OO million piastl‾eS (i・e. T58.5

million do11a,rS at the H8-Piastre to one dollar ratc)

of which at least 8o())。 Came from abroad (I). These

invcstments werc almost cxclusively madc in branches

Ca‘tCring for the necds 。f the amy rather than for

export : Chemical products, electrical products, rubber

(ma‘inly truck tyres and tubes), Cement, StCCl, Pipcs,

djcsel motors, CannCd products…

Only :L few Ioans of inslgnificant importancc had

bc.m grantCd by thc来iaI「 T)evelopmcnt Bank: 2・5

(丁) These foreig章l fina-1Clal contributlOnS PrObably correb-

l)Ond to the I5O milljon dollars of Japa‘neSC ald indicaltCd by

工iobe重t G皿mai量l i皿Leノ泌onde of 」anua「y 26,工973.



million dollars i量l 1970　for the dc‘可opmcnt of

fisheries ; Z.5 million do11ars i賞l |97[ for hydraulic

WOrks il- Binh Dinh pro、rincc, ().5 milll佃(lollars

in [972 foI・ elcctrifica‘tion work i11 Saigol一・

With the “law of June 2nd, I972, O萱l invcstments ”,

the Saigon authorities drcamt of g‘C‘tting hundreds∴。f

millions of dollとしrS, but thc “ Na,tional Committee for

IllVeStmCntS ” admitted that from Jし111e |972 tO JurlC

工973 - dし1ri丁1g the year fo1lowi[1g the promulgation

Of tha=aw - it上1a‘d ollly rc‘CCived 6 million dollars

from the pla,CerS 。f forelgn funds, Which invcstm(血卜,

moreovcr' WCre madc aftcI’the Pari$ Agrecmel高。f

Jam1aryク,工97、う・
’上、hぐJapanese上1a,d worked o証a・l言mportant pl描

Of cconomi〔元Ifiltrこしtiol「 tllrOllgh ald十王owc‘‘7er, in |97j,

thcy only granted a loan of 25 mi111011 dollars, ami

in March I974,正ter hard bargam⊥ng,缶igon c。ul(i

gct o【lly 5O丁nillio†l doll孔rS O川Ie aid promiscd yc‘乞lrゝ

LlgO and utilized (…d肝conditimS dictated by thc

Japanese) solcly for the purchasc of Japancse goodb

(こLlmost拙cmrCnt COllSumer a宣ld luxu一一y gOOds)紬定

fnr rem111erこLtiollS tO thc Japanese spcclalists.

’H1C‘ F亘nch’dcsiI・Oし丁S Of ]-eCO}一qlle丁葛111g tl丁`うSou⊥h

V±Ctm】nrSC∴market from thc AmcriczmS alld lhC

Jap靴leSC‘, mndc`　ndvances ‥ bcsldcs∴a ]j5-million-

fra量lC loこしn (about 27 「n皿oll d。皿rs) granted b)一

Frcnch l){しnks (Wi十h a Frcnch govomment guarantCe)

for thc‘∴C`XtenSio量l Of thc上土a tien cemellt Pla喜丁t, all

aid of |OO皿llioll French fr創1CS (2。 milliol- dollal-、)

WaS glVCll i了I l証c 1973, 50くら, fo「 thC imPOrt Of鉦St

て1CCCSSity’ goods∴∴l一′nd　5(星, fol‾　thc hIlこmCing　扉

industria.l and lgricultural projccLs (ェ5 millioil for

hydra,ulic works i萱l My皿a,nh, |5 mi皿m foI一こI Ply-

wood factoI・y 。nd 20 million for the modぐmi狙ti佃

Of powcr stこLtiollS)・

Thc Sa.igon authoritics wcrc rclyillg On抗eir pru-

tectol・S tO gC=hcm out o=.hclr一(、COnOmlC impass。 ‥

in additioll tO its commerClalized flid which dfl肝

工973, WaS CnOrmOuSly l-educcd・ Washi11gtOn 2LgrCCd

in April [973 On r宜rst loan (SII-Ce 196工) of 5O million

dollars for thc lmPOrt Of jndustri*l a一一d agrlCllltural

cqulPmCnt from thc∴USA ol- f一・Om Other co皿tI-ic‘S

dcsign証cd by the A-11ericaI-S' SuCh as TこIiwa年So晶

Korea, Si-1ga.POrC. CXCludし。g Jap描　踊l Wc‘Stem

Europcal一(muntI-il、S.

工丁l thcir dcsire t(臆) t症c cI P三両of丑1e C束e士11。 u小豆

Gemal工S gI-a!lted a I8・5 m皿佃証)l上IT al(王fol-∴ hc

developm血Of sc証istlillg und th吊…t‘n刷t Of sc¥L

p「od11ee・

Tw。 :…Ctio丁崇、∴Of ‘肩(…lぐC‘畠し(聴` i,1`O噂llt　接し　5二

miuion dollこしrS (エ五台m皿on for宜し(∴丁叫’互　中高

ouctiorl, a.1記34.4 millio吊or u項O=‘=一(、 I7・甲7生

Thcsc first rcsults `OW。d illusio11S ⊥n　航shil}gtOl同l-CL

Saigon thtしt PC‘trOIcu。丁WOuld bC‘。OmC‘ Zm impo’・l-

ant source of forc‘igll CXCha哩(〕 (f…11 50子) i()面I

millio】1 dollars per yttしr), makmg it possiし)ilc弓o証

down on US aid・ Oll lllis problc時OP⊥1-io】l d】航l-ト・
′上、rar吊i丁11 TllこLCh言| PrOfcssor ()f gcIOIogy of the訪ig岨

一丁aculty of froicnccs, 11nd scri(冊dし)し直s a‘bou=虹

ぐXistcIICC、 。f oil m Soutll Vi()t N訓†l●s∴ぐO描しal shel五・

Accordi丁lg tいF.P・ Kctch11m‘ Gcml記蝿丁一〔Lg(旧,f庇

畠ig(用I〕SSO Cl、, thci・c i* O冊Ch肌・しi11描Vでn　扉



fmding submarinc 《u正n Sol丁th Vict Nam, Louis Wes-

Seling’嵩igon General Managcr of SHELL, has dis-

COIJragCd pinmng t。O muCh hope on (克as thぐWOrk

Of prospecting would requlrC at least six years. But

Who ca.】1 PrCdict the fate of thc Saigon rcgimc?

]n bricf, Sinccェ97(ら∴an amOunt eStimated at 4OO

milJion dollars in ]oans and aid (taking int。

芋川nt US commcrcia]ized aI量d technical aid), that
lS &n anmal averagc of IOO million, has bcen invest輸

ed by f(一relgn COuntries・ For thc first 6 months of

I974言n spitc of many approaches made by Saigon

l-1 Wcstc‘m Capitals’‘一nJy sevcn million do11ars were

】王1VCStCd' a derisory sum very far from the five billion

dollars m ai(自Ind loans set forth by thc ‥ Lilienthal

- Vl】鉦oc Thuc P(雨-War Econo]一一ic Dc、′elopment

Plan’’.

l「aced by this.`く](皿r fぐVer ”, gOVCmmぐ〕lt (1elega-

ii(冊WerC dispatched t。 Wc`Stem C:⊥Pitals to bcg J`or

し売d (I). The I皿丁, the IR])B a11d thc ADB w。re als。

(ad⊥c。 t-POn. E¥,ぐryWhe]で’皿e11・s∴番PCCial c量1VOyS re-

CClivc‘d nothi!lg but cvasi、TC PrOlni捕. They we「c madc

to冊der寸e!1d tl血bmio11S Of d‘)lla‘rS WCre Waiting

気) bc il同でStCd i~一品ut-h Viet Nam, but thc t主mc was

I10t PrOPiti{)1】S for ouch i土丁吊ld¥▼ぐ]1t旧e.

(I) Ngo K晶C Tml} 1o T・1川ar}, So`刷Korea言m。 th。

I佃ippmf‘ヾ; D‘‘ng V;m Slmg膏mOSt trusしぐ。∴ngcnt of Thieu

and the 。S Emb犯、Sy tO WestcrIうEurope; (ieneral Tl・an Van

DoI]・ Ire高ly promOtCd V∫CC〇一)rc.1nler・ tO WasI血gton accom-

})allied by J九〇 Dieln, formcr South Vlet Nれm Ambassador to

油oしJSA, an。 Nguyen Tlen lすung and Nguyen Ngoc HiLnll,

)1igh-rankjng offlCiais graduate。 Irom America重宣universjties ;

Pham Kim Ngoc to Tokyo.

In fact, the day fo11owing thc conclusion of the

ParisAgrcement on Janu竺y 27, 1973, foreign business-

men, Particularly AmcrlCa’n and Japanese, started

to flock to Saigon. However, after a short stay, they

realized that it was not yet timc to take risks・ Even

businessme重I On thc spot, mOStly Chinese, left the

COuntry for Singapore・ They were owners of banks,

export and industrial enterprlSeS・ ’rhc　白good old

days‥ were gone for c'Ver ! Vietnamese capitalists

SuCh as Hoang Kim Quy, Truong Van Quy, Tran Duc

Uoc with fortunes worth hundreds of millions of dol一

1ars politely refused the白invitation to invest ” made

by the Minister for Industry and Trade in spite of

the favourable conditions offered, Preferring to send

their capital to safety in Swiss or Italian banks.

Nationals and foreigners, eVerybody wa‘S holding

back, Waiting for better da,yS tO invest his capita,l・

Vu Quoc Thuc mndc a bitter comment during a se-

minar on economic development ‥ = It seems that the

Americans are delibcrately oblivious of President

Nixon′s promiscs to President Thieu. They receive

our envoys half-heartedly, feed them with fine words

and sonorous promises, but no dollars at a11. And our

successive言delegations always come ba.ck empty-

ha,nded, The Americans’coldness glVeS nO aSSuranCe・

The Frcnch are more reliable but their financial aid

is onlya drop in the bucket in view of our needs. As

for the Japanese, they ma,ke i七seem as though they

were always heart and soul with us and always ready

to bring us a substantial aid・ The lessons of the past

should make us vigilant. The Japanese Government



has askc`d ol】r Officia‘l dclegations c皿「Oyl一一掴uCStions,

for i冊t.a!lCC‥　`What do yo「1 mcan by pust-Wur?’)

当Vh:Lt bv cc佃0mjc rchabilitatioIl?’ what l]で　the

描ty miHio冒l doIhrs thぐy havc promised us (`OmPared

With the 4 Or 5 billioil W‥冊hopmg for from fric‘11d-

吋co冊†重‾iぐ番う’’(工)

了he crisis Deve置ops

Th(、 eCOnOmic rcforう「-信md post-Wa]- eCOnO皿C deveし

く)Pment Pユa丁1 WOrked o証。l丁ring Hle I967-工97Z ‥ Viet-

namization’’pcr上Od aimed, aCC()rding †o official

StatementS, at C11Surlng = a so`一nd agricuユture and a

natio萱lal industry which will favo-1r the prosperity of

†he country, CCOnOmic rchabi埴ation, With thc aim of

adva11Ci事1g tOWards national sovc‘relgnty and cconomic

indepondencc ’」

The ccntral pivot of that eco`1Omic policy was the

王lltenSificatioJI Of exports. This dcpcnded on agricul-

ture amd industry whose developmcnt required im-

POrt乙mt investments to be contributed by foreign

Ca‘Pit山in t上le first p]ace US ca,Pital.

That = renovatioI十㌦umed into a. crisis : thc ecoll〇

°mic morass grcw cvcr greater, CSPeCially after the

Pl皿)ut 。f AmericaII G工s prescribcd by the January

27' [973 Paris Agreぐment・

(I) - Sa180⊥l PaPCr /)ai Dan∴1、佑(Great Nation主August

農0タ　⊥リ73・

Th(、 rC‘glme WaS tOm by ac-1tC COntradictions : On

th。 。nC, hamd・ between the ruling compra,dore and

burc‘しuCratic bourgcoisic leaIling upon the Amcricans

and thc‘ remalmng national bouI-gCOis elements ; On

thc othcr h21nd’between fillanCe Capital’hcavily dc-

Pelldcnt oII US financc ca.pital which dominated

fina一一Ce, banking a‘nd forelgn trade, and trading capl-

七こ11 which livcd on the imports comlng from US aid.

’rhe struggle・ dormant for many ycars, Of the bour-

geois clements stiH rcma,imng national against forelgI-

Capital’StartCd agal11・ Forelgn COmPCtition helpcd by

govemmcnt fa,VOurS manifcstcd itself in various foI・mS.

It saw arl increasc as EL reSult of the implemcntation

Of the import refoI-m under which forelgn COmPanics

WerC glVen many advantagcs over natio工1a,1 cntel-PrlSeS

as Tegards taxes, duties, forelgn CXChange, CrCdits

ぐtc, (|). And above alユ, thc tcrriblc drop in the

Standard of living pushed thcl mこしSSCS i血o lhe畠ruggl⊂一

I・ Some exa’mPles taken from many ‥ forbigFrendl (BGI,

Bastos…) or America.n (Foremost‥.) fjrms, th(、 flm1工al dues

On licences amounted to a maximum of　2OO,OOO I〕ias十千ぐS,

Whercas small businesses or industrialists might pa′y h-Om

3,OOO tO IOO,OOO, thc Saigon branc】1 Of the First Nのt20?7al

CitγBan居is al10Wed to offer as mtereSt rate On SaVings o千

士rom I7% to 2O% as an incentive to depo筆its, this is IlOt Per-

mitted to South Vietn租mese banks・・・ Accor〔ling tothe S{Ligon

PaPer Chi,2h Lual∂ (Septembel・ I4, I°73), the　``National

工nvestment Committee ” allocこttCd im 83O-milllOn-PlaStre aid

to a foreign company which invested 25O million piastres m

the production of wool arl(l synthCtic yamS and woollens :L

SeCtOr jn which two Ilat’ioIlal firms We「e Z11rca《1y operatingタ

ll]aking it certainly impossible for thesc t、VO firms to com-

Pete With such a power士ul rival.



and demoralised the a,rmy and thc policc, the essen-

tial mainstays of thc reglme・

II=hc military ficld, the situa,tion becamc morc

and more serious : With the February 1968 offensive

of the Revolutionary Forces, the war was carried

into the cities. Vast rural and mountain areas were

liberated or controlled by the PLAF・

For the realiza,tion of these economic objectives it

was thus necessary to combinc = better conditions and

fundamelltal factors ”

- `` Total controI over the countryside or at least

of rural areas with great wcalth aIld a dense popula,-

tion’’to providc ・` a solid basis for increased agri-

Cultural production and thence exports;’In othcr

words, the success of　信pacification’’and　白Viet-

namization ’’ would bc thc conditionlng factor for

that of these cconomic plans :

- thc existcnce of a powerful matcrial andtech-

nical basis for the intensification of agrlCultural and

industria‘l production and of modem industrial cnter-

Prises, for the trea‘tment Of agricultural and sea pro-

ducts for export. This entailed modifications in the

invcstmcnts forescen in thc June 2nd, 1972 Law, With

a view to stimulating forcign capital, in the first place

American and Japanesc. The way was then pre-

Pared for the introduction of forelgn CaPita,l, PuShing

South Viet Na,m into the US orbit bythe application

Of the白工O-yCar Post-War Economic Development

Plan ” worked out by the Lilienthal - Vu Quoc Thuc

grOup;

一一the concclltration of拙cu)llOmic actiwhics and

Pla‘nS On the hands of thc burea,uCratic compradore

bourgcoisic. Thc substitution of thc ‥NatioIla,l Coun-

Cil of Export DevcIopmcnt ,, for thc白Expol-t Dev。-

OPment Ccntrc’’wa,S OnC CXamPIc ‥ this ncw orga量li-

Zation was to dominatc ]lOt OIlly production and

export but also foI-elgn eXChangc, taXCS, manPOWCr,

and affiliated cxtra-CCOnOmic activities.

These designs, COated with na,tionalistic vamish and

COIICeaユed in rhetoric such as ‥national economic

development ,,’白buiユding of ll POPula,r eCOIIOmy‥・ ‥

Were in fa,Ct aimed at streIlgthcni量丁g the Amcrican

hold on evcry economic sector.

For the last tcn years, thc Amf‘rica量lS have been

devastating the country with bombs arld toxic chc_

micals while introduci-1g’CSPeCially i事l agrlC11lture,

modem techniques which SoしIth Vict Xam has not

the means to pa,y fol∴　Thc rcconstructioII Of thc

COuntry’the building of a modem CCOIIOmy COuld not

thcn be carried o11t Wi地。u=111a]一Cial・ material,

and technical coIltributioIIS by the USA. ′上、hese ma_

Chiavdlian ca‘lculations werc planned =lS a mCanS Of

Pattemmg the Soし血Vietnamese ccollOmy on thc

norms of world capitalist cco量丁Omy, and itltegrating

it as a satellite into the framcwork of thc US

Through the chamel of aid in various foms (com-

mcrcialized aid, teChnical aid, Food for Peace), the

Americans succecded in

- tranSfomlng the South Vietnamesc c‘COnOmyinto

an economy entircly dependent on the USA in every

重6VS午2
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子中坤C申t申ecll-1icians, C‘(lulPmC喜1t, row l丁1aterials,

l。IChnology, mrkcしs…) while causing its disintぐgra-

11On thr冊gh c∩皿llぐrei証zed aid ; ([)

-C虹「甲lg両lhe m叩)r P虹t Of ihe p工・OSP予Cしmg

白川l〔、 (`用語r車11atu記l.eSOurCeS alld cconomic

p(姐l高i ;

-書出、…車中1r(照11 tC。miml aid rLnd thc坪も

()同工Cl ・`小冊旧prrt Fmd・,言ndustrial lrCaS (Bicn

H〔妃∴冊。‘le∴諒g{)l十(†ia 。inh - ChoIon, Ca‘nTllO,

My ′lho' 。バーし吋一出し)らN。ng Son, Vmg Tau,Cam

Ra,÷1h, Qui +i1011)面上I joi証mterPriscs (for mSt持llCe

us-Vicし皿meSC∴∴C‘一丁tCrPrlSCS鉦1anCed by Amcricans

bし丁t run b)一Vict11uneSC, the mos=}丁Pical of which

ar証庇= l了icしこam - Amcrican 。airy当orcondensed

milk,白TしIyIユoa Sugar Co.当(iT refi11ed s噂,r∴` Vim葛

缶x)・ for calicn∴∴and poplinJ Or State-OWnCd fil・mS

domi丁lalcd by US capiしal regarding capital, Cqui臆Pment

a11d工丁lこけket ;

- SCttillg uP m=亜a-mdern infmstrしICture : Stra‘-

teglC r()‘Lds,即eI・ and sea p血s, telcphone and t’CIc-

commmlioni朝川etwO重-k, airficlds ;

(工) ur一(、r ‘正直l)一Or un(lcr thc ausl)icu`、 Of EC工FE,航C

mis高,丁l…し直⊥・ (五〇rimh, l.illentllal, S上そl (S十r・証ord Rese’lrCh

ln出回,冊的k中ol` th叩lolt血)nO岨e Lo冊r Mckong)

h値ぐ(雨wll叫、 L`urVCyS :111(l (leしallc`。 pl{inS Cnablmg TTS

capit^i to In七の])1し、r)皿七ion番　to cxl)1olt l証cou]ltry Oll a

lJrge SC証・ UnC牛)(,aCe is rcstore。・ T壷US Pa可Welr・ Day

im。 Zimmr工l冊COmPa111eS Carried out minmg pro甲Ction,

a-1d cxploit油on ‥早出1t coppcr, tin, iTOn OrCit, mOlybde⊥lum

ura工llu量れ. ‥

-血ining technicims∴and (甲Iificd workcrs ;

〇一5Ctting up a‘ SyStem Of ccon(一mic poljcies a.nd

711登′llagCment md i重ltCrmtional I・。ations, a.CCOrding

÷() thc modalities, nOmS踊l rcguユatio】1S Of capitalist

上IC〈mnny, ‘証h f=一皿-in　叩PaI-a{11S, P】・ecisc direc-

即CS, and a丁)1c mcll trai主led in US miver証icrswho

hd worked in illter胴⊥ioml fimnCial ‘)rgaIlizations

`古生言iS服DB, IMF, JDB. (工)

土二子)r the 1111mCdiこしt仁　fl血】-r, thcsc‘ ma⊥c¥riaユa]1d

圭ehnical bascs serve　{he mil」{ary rc‘(甲巾mI]tS, but

正is docs not makc血m =my the l。篤　Cfficient

mStmnentS for a lalcr exploltation ()f the colmtry・

’弛is economic aJnd fim,nCial cdifice whi(、Ilhad bcen

PI`OgreSSivcユy set golng Sincc |965 by lhc appoinlme血

Of USAID ‥ advisers” and thc由roduction of la,rge

SCale aid皿der various foms, WaS aimed at dcvelo

Plng Capitalism at h。mC‘’alld intcgl・ating the South

TietnclmeSe CCOnOmy tO the world capitalist system

alld prmarily the Åmericこm capitallSt SyStCm, It

reachcd its culminatio11 With (hc∴CCOnOmlC白reforms ’’

…d ``/Plans’’worked out durlng th e rc{し工S I969置I972

弓’上帝くれ訪′IOOratS・ Orlg皿白握手ro了n∴、・ari〇十lう∴SOC高両面,

証中fユO】l汗点bou】宰Oi筆i(同【l(吊111血ry c工i,しく∵lreエ}…t]y

‥ r(■中崎’∴ ●`工rom t]1e Nor岨. H( nCe, t】÷C‘王r a]証。。【1、mu]1ism

子・証点上で(士g高l→t証畠冊VN. Tl・拙le。 by US　"dvi的rs,,,

¥√高‘llr(、〈叫T出m f‘つ▼Oung　′」“urks, t]1(、y “re im[)lacable

・出直r「 (訂¥m{血a]丁11丁t()r‘症　Beca即C Oft】iejr iOCi掴

C自邸1主姐r tr=もimng皿l clacss mt野Cr烏,航o(→ Clem(、ntS,

両c出r唖c m〇、うt (Ievo七ed {l11。晶t]血吊o点a(∵rican c叫tul,

{⊥r′} t宛iIlg tl10 P畠ce of tl〕Ol、e traiil〇° by I気工ICtしunlVerSlticIS

王n th kcy pobls of tl⊥e eC。nOmy all。 fl皿allC(、.



whose implemc丁ltation was to ha‘VC bccn mde possiblc

by successes in = pa‘Cification ’’.

The great offensive of I972 by the PLAF which led

to the Paris Agreemcnt of January 27, I973 and the

withdra,Wal of thc GIs, thwa‘rtCd thc = pacification ’’

and thc economic白plan” and “ rcforms ’’.

A Tolal lmpasse

Thc withdI・aWal of US alld satcllitc troops brought

a reduction in US aid and in GI spending cstimated

at 4OO mi11ion dollars per yc虹

Aftcr [973 the years of cconomic dcpendcncc began

to show thcir ftlll effects ; the CCO110my Oftlle CO皿try

was o】1 the brink of disaster :

- tOtal stagnatio1重　Of industl‾y　肌d agriculture ;

trade standstill ; OVer 2 million u[1CmPJoyed accordillg

to officia」 cstlmateS ; gallopmg infla,tion : 65(左手and

28% f()r t上しC flrSt Six T()nths of [974 ; Price rises :

6o% on an avcrage ; SCrlOuS budgct deficit gencratcd

by thc crし1Shing ‾bしIrden of military a11d rcprcssion

expe漢lditurc : 2OO billion pia,StreS 2し11d 168 billion for

the first 6 months of |974 ; rCduction by 5O?。 Of thc

PurChasing power of th(、 Pi描しrc due to successive

devaluations …

All hopes of cconomic ir-depcr-dcnce and I-CSt。ra‘-

tion were lost.

Morc tha,n CVer bcfore, US aid bccame∴a llfe輸Or-

death problcm for this moribund reglm〔)・

’r(川)工lfT-o重l=hc ccoIIOmic and political pressures

Whieh w(、rぐgrOWlng eVer StrOnger Within thc country,

W描hil}gtOn had to look for partmrs t(一Sharethc

l)旧(l・11 (一f cc。n用11ic aid to Saigon.

1十u]]上丁mual‾)/’1969, :庇er HlXOn’s∴aeC`CSSion to the

Whitc House, a /}l初〆-lale′′al czi方policy was mapped out

⊥11 Which thc World Ba丁1k (ユRDB), the Illtemational

弐工(一11Ctary mnd (工MF), thc Asia,n Development Bank

(;lDB), the Comlnittec for the ExpIoitatioll Of the Lowcr

RIckong, WOl丁1d bc uscd to pull Japan, F]・anCe, Canada,

Grcat B正ail丁, West Germany’ Åustralia into this

}皿nOCuVre…　This strcLtegy WaS nOt I-egarded by

th〔: US govemmC‘nt aS fL POlicy, tO rePla‘Ce the US aid

POlicy to Saigon’thc colltributions made by the other

Cり川1trics meamng Simply “ sharing the cxpcnscs ‥

吊　ccom丁「li(〕 rC‘habilit種tion while the US would

ご用克nuc lo play thc ]“Ole o上しrlngleadcl∴

By f‘)rCe 。f circmnSt亀nCeS, the Americam had,

reluctalltly a宣ld tcmpoI“arily, tO glVe CCrt拙I PrlVllcges

…d pmoritic‘S tO t」le Ot上1C`r*・圧)r US壷1Per⊥alism Illdo一

品。a WこしS {t加mP Cこnd m its Southcast Asia即‘mC,

主∴工()nSideT書able potential sourcc of ]・aW matCrials∴a工ld

吊庇しtegic basc (,fp描拙nount importance : ZLftc]‘叩。11d-

上らず　h丁mdrc‘ds ()f billi佃s of dollars imd s乱crificing

…自)f　皿。u書ands ()f its s。nS it was ]lOt C持S弓or i=o

let g() Of iしs prey.

This 】m批ilatc、ral ai(l policy was simply a mamfc`Sta-

[i`J】1 。f c(力紘?C訪ueimタe諦(Zl高l㍉しneW foI-m Of ne(ナC。lo一

一1iall登t CXPloitf高。11・ So丁l十h Viet N〔しm Offcred the

exampIc (高I C。m1try l11 Which, undcr lhe USし皿bI-Clla,



the door was opcn to capital aIld goods of lll impe-

rialisms, WheI・e aL11 aCCOmmOda‘しion was madc between

the diffcrcnt impcrlalist intcrcsts, but whc]-C∴a-「ta-

gonism betwceJ- them noncthelcss rcma,ine。 acute・

工n January [97|, thc Col‘mbia University group for

studics oll intcmatioml rclations headed by Ruth B.

RusscI with thC COlla.bo]・ation of Arthur Smith of

Harva,rd Univcrsity and Allan D. Goodman of Clark

Universily (工), WOrkcd out on behalf of the State

Department l `・ m111tilateral aid program to South

Viet Nam‥　for ‥postwar cCOnOmic rcconstruction

a,nd development ’」

In March |972, a VCry PeSSimistic report was sent

to the State Departmont. Thc conclusion of Ruth B.

Russel was that　=to multilatcralizc is not such a

simple qucstion’∴, =thc future of thc South Viet-

namese economy lS Subject to discussion ”, and that

= Vietna,miza,tion has rendered multilateralization (of

aid) really hard言f not impossible ’」

But the situation was urgent.

A second attempt was made to rescue this multilat-

eral aid policy.

According to Kissinger (2), the America,nS Were

in fa,VOur Of wide intcmational participation in post-

war aid to Indochina‥

(I) T十Ie t、VO l乙LSt-named were collaborators of the C工Å・

(2) Cf. Foreign Relations Commi七tee of t,he US Semte-

Session on tlle aPPOlntm(ゝnt Of l鉦証1gC「∴∴a‘S Secrctary of

Statc 〇一September I97」・

An dPParatuS With a grca‘t CapaCity for action wa,S

a ‥ consortium ” similar to that a‘lrca.dy orgとmized i!l

Indoncsia・ ’That could ill、▼OIvc the do量-Or na,tions glVlng

aid to the Lwo sidcs (North and South)言11tCmational

financlng Orga,niza,tions, the World Ba,教1k, the Asian

Dcvclopmcnt Bank’the Intcmational Mo]1Ctary Fund,

the UNO and its tcchnical orga,nizations. Ill SuCh a
白Consortium ” the ba臆1ks and intemこLt.io重lal (工) organ-

izations pla,y a VCry mPOrtant rOle in thc cr)OPCration

With rccIPlent gOVernmentS・ Thcy glVC their advice

and commcnts on thc cconomic sihlatioil, PrOPOSe

economic policics and programmes, PrePa,rC dcvelop-

ment programmes and projc‘CtS,恥d coordinate the

acしions of the donor govemlne工江s.

From this policy, undcr covcr of a. `・ co】1SOrtium ’’,

thc dollOr gOVCrnmCntS, in thc firsし　placc thc

US, Will bc able to have thcir own w叩, thcy

Will select economic programme'S :し11d projccts

as thcy like and pl-CSCrVC thc right to control

and check expenditures takel- from thc`ir fmds. In

Other words, thedonor comtricswillha、▼C thC `十ight

of ex二Lmina,tion, decision, COntrOI cmd managcmcnt ’’

in the use of ald by thc recIPICnt COm「tl-ic`S・ ¥o indc置

Pende置1t eCOnOmic policy would bc possiblc for the

la‘ttCr for thcy mjght be dep]-1VCd (正しid from thc

donor countrics.

(l) TllCSC lntemational financial and tcchnic:11 h丁血tutions

arc調ectively controlled by the Americans whouse them as

白ge重leral ovcrsecrs of their policy of `ubordinilti量lg under-

devcloped c○皿ntrie費∴’



VIE丁NAMESE STUD工ES

It lS in that seうlSe that the lBRl) and th(、 ADB are

WOrking to　= m11出しtc‘ralize lid ” to Saigol工

To this pm‾POso, IBRD c111d ADB missions ¥′isited

Saigoll ill May (md Scptc‘mbcr I973. Vcry pessimistic

reports oll thc c`COm一mic sitし1a血)n in South Viet N{lm

were sent to thc Bこし11k’s mcmber countries who held a

SCCrCt l11eC‘ti11g ill上)uris on Oc‘tOber 15 alld r6, |973・

No dceis10】1 Of the me。ti11g WこしS made public (エ)・ It

zLPPC‘ared皿at †h(、 d亙11SSlOnS did not go to the liking

A secon。 ml。mg言O bc hc‘ld in February?974’(2)

WaLS POStPOl岨工to Jmle 5 Of that year, then sme die・

Disagrc‘(二1111C`}1t l.a丁1頼) deep among the pa,rticipant

countI・ic`S Which血mC‘d :L dc‘af ca,r [o American offers.

Fo]‾ inst種nce, flC…〇品1g t。 Le M0nde of May 3O, |974,

CaIlada was冊Williilg [o stalld sし汀ety for thc plan

WOrkc‘d川1t by the US工, IBRD, and ADB for m批i-

1乱teI乱I ili(lしo L⊥lC Thi… gOヽ′emmC‘l丁t・ On tlle COntra,ry,

shc} SuggC・S[(、d :しCOmbim`d flCtion on the par[ of several

。Ountries f()r l)()両脚- reCO丁lStruCtion, acCePlノal)ll、 tO al]

Sidcs amd g阜l血C‘尋]1両O車「 tO　``pro-US Sou皿Viet

Na工l十

五10t王le喜- p工‾卑(、口、) ●I 】〕丁で11て克証el“種lize a追to Saigo宣- ’’

SCtしIP ty W(し、hl噂tOn C佃Sists in u七ilizing廿le funds

(I) Ap乱rt∴1rom　由e (lel(、gatCS lrom such countr王es as

Irrance, Gr周t Britz証1,.¥uu豆証a, CanadiらBelgium, Denmark,

Flnland, W(、、t G岬mimy, ltaly, Japan, the Nethcrla11ds, New

Zealand, SW出蔦rlan(1, Swed(ゝn, the USA, therc were∴a‘lso

repreヽentこ高ves o白h・、 rMF言TNO rlr](I its leehnical organi・

zation|主

(2) It ¥VaS∴C‘V(ゝ工工tually hCld m Ocしober I974.

of thc IDA (工IltC‘rnatiollal De、’dopmont Association) of

thc IBR工), With thc :lim 11Ot Only of rallying pro-

Saigo賞丁mem†)Cr COm1tries such描Britain and West

Germa丁丁y喜一一this is also thc casc wit[l regard to uti-

1iza,tio11 Of Asian Dcvelop一一1e」lt Bank’s funds in which

Ja,Pa,n Pl亀ys the lcndi噂role - b11t Cllso and {lb。VC

all to obtain缶om the Amcrican congress the grilnting

of [.5 billion dollars to the ID-l aJS re(1uCStCd by the

Nixon govemmcnt・ Opposition by the Housc of

Represent証vcs has becn llmost mSurmOuntable・

’rhe impassc rcmaillS tOtal.

*

・` Thc situa,tion is despcra,tC alld it will continuc to

¥VOrSen‥. An abし111dant (Amcrican) aid has gil’en uS

the illusio11 Of cconomic prospe証y‥∴ this was thc

frzln± dccl描Ltioll Of Chall Kim +hon (工), thc Mi11is-

tcr of mlallCe, bc‘forc the Saigon Senatc o工1し丁uly 26,

上り74・

‘` That &.id hf¥S∴CrC‘atCd und fosterぐd fmし丁llSta‘blc

economy‥・ With scrious consequenCeS for indし丁Stry,

握rlCulture 。nd tl.adc工t has paralysed :し11 initi証ve

i†l directing the ccon。my, gClleI・三品ng among th(工ea-

(lers na,rrOW喜1eSS Of vic`W lmd spirit言nc正a, a tondellCy

toward parとLSitism aし一d depc]ldc-1Ce, tal証g aid as a

s川rCe Of lifc∴and :しSOlし1tion to lll c`C(mOmic prob-

畠ns,,, ndmittcd Xguycll Va.n Hao, arl eeOnOmist a‘nd

(I) Saigoll PaPer D`けZ L榊n (し)opuしar Opinion) - 」uly 29,

裏974・



25C.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　VIETNAMESE STしTD丁ES

hlgh一一‾a,11kmg O上ficial of thc = Nati()11aLl上;旧1心f()r Eco〇

一10mlC Dc¥’Clopmellt Fund∴ (工)

Me…Wllil〔うa former Ministcr of thc Economy, All

Ngoc十Io’aSkcd a∴SCminar on cc‘OnOmic dcvelopmcnl

当o facc thcsc brutal一、Ca‘litics i= Ordcr to bc prcparc(1

for thc fut旧C.’’(2)

Thesc a.dmissions wcrc ncccssa,ry b`1t insufficie11t・

=To facc ha,rd facts ill tlle facc ’’- the Only way

to do this is to strivc to get rid of American depcn-

dence, and to brcak dcfinitively with the war policy

PurSuCd by Washi11gtOn and SaJigon in spite of thciz`
SlgnaturCS O11 the pea,CC Agreemont. War and a

healthy cco喜「Omic policy ca皿ot cxis=ogether・ The

CCOnOmists make projし、CtS but it is the military who

take thc decISIO獲lS.

Thc only w‘しy tO Salvittion lleS m t,he correct appli-

Ca‘tion ty both Wa‘Shington a11d Saigon of the Jam1ary

27, 1973 Pari` ▲¥grecme巾.

Åugust I974

([) Sitigon paper D聞r獄(Telegl.aPh)一June 2(らI97,1

(2) Sこ高o叫)印er /)毒}構リブ(Tc‘legraph) -Augus七3, I974.

刀ククendあ

TEN-YEAR PLAN FOR EXPORT

oF AGRICULTURAL PRODUC’I‘S

FROM 197| TO |980

Ma.nyprojccts havc bcen dra.wn up by thc Post-War

Economy Study Group of the Intcmatio量lal Trade

center (I′l、CらOf tlle Saigon MiI丁istry of Economy’

Thon, thc govemmcn=usl a‘doptcd thc = Export

proiectfor Vict Nam,・ by 。avid E. Lilicnthal of the

DevcIopment cl重1d Rcsources Corporation・

The latter plan coし11d yicld to the b-1dget from 236

mi11ion to 427 millioll dollars per ye乱r

Th。 main objcctive is to dcvcIop agrlCulturc.

For tllis p冊POSC’it is neccssaI-y tO l・CStOrC in the

shortcst p(一SSlble timc the p重。drlCtion of ricc and

other agrlC⊥lltural products fol一(、xpOrt tO t.he pre-War

l〔うVel ill 。rdcr to raise the l)11dget l-CVCnuCS and forcign

cxchange rese}・、,eS, gradl⊥al⊥y rcducc forelgIl aid and

f⊥nanCC‘ CCOnOlllic co11StI●11Ction.



The plan is divided into two stag〔、S :

- Rcstひra,tio11 Of cxports (l描ting two or threcycars)

[o the |964 lcvel ;

- Intensification of c‘XPOrtS frのm I973 Or J974 On輸

Wards. Thc quCStio11 is to:

- Incrcase first t上Ie PrOducしio】l Of Lraditio腫上ex-

Pl)工1 products which has dcclined because of thc war

SuCh as ricc, rubbcr, Sugar, tObacc(), COffce言neat,

fish, Shellfish, COPra, g工のulld-mlt, SC‘SamC…

- Dc.vcIop products in dcma一一d on thc world mar-

kets : POultry, PlgS, OXen, She叩, duck fc‘athers, duck

CggS, tea, CimamOn bark…

- Attach importancc Io products mw bcing lmPOrt-

ed which bid fair to bec。mC‘ C‘xpOrt lt佃lS in h血re:

kenaf, SCCds (inclしIding ric●∴SeCd), Chicks‥.

The diversificatioIl ”f ngrlC冊ur記pro(l丁1CtS Will

旭us be of grcaL imPOrtame aild wil1 bC‘ Cffected

according to i1 1ist 。f pri壷tiぐs m諒nly utec十illg tW。

PrOducts :

- Ri`、e ・'　Wit.ll the mLc‘IISification of pl-Od山Cti。n,

Which will rcach I5 mil王io~l tOnS in ]98() tl踊lks to

担e adoption of nc‘W上l珂l-yield strai】1S∴and lleW C1丁l〇

品ratioll methods, With抗日l丁CrCこISC in地C‘ nre〔し　十lnder

ricc, hydrこしulic w(庇; it will bc possible to cxport

I.ice whilc a,t the細11e time mecti11g llOmC demands,

for iIIStanCe :

こう60.○○(-　tOnS

420,〇〇〇　‾

(房,000　一

意,2○○,〇〇〇　　-

productio[白油l i11CrCa登e laしer to o`⊥tStrip in I98o

the |939 lcwh (工・5 mi】lim tOnS) and th{lt Of ce置-tain

otheI- CO11n十rics in演。theasしAsia・皿c‘ Value of the

ricc exports will reaぐll :m CYCrage Of 7O million dol-

lars a‘ yCar.

R初e7,: thc arぐ描∴undcr rubber will 】「ise from

14O,OOO hecta,rCS tO 3OO'00O hectares by I98〇・ Thell

exports of this item will be I75’OOO tOnS, WOrth 92

million dollこしrS・ It wl⊥l yield an a,Verage Of 62 million

dolla.rs pcr yc種r o]一しhe a.vera,ge-

Other &gγicu初γ(Zl dyo。面S (しca,’COffce, fr11it, Vege-

tabl。S, a,nimal brec‘di-1g, maize, grOund mts・ COPra…)

will yield [6工-27O million dollars a ycar.

The /0γeS号vod祐ofs for exp(臆)rt are mainl)′● : C初?a77∂On

baγ鳥(2,OOO-5,OOO tOnS Per year’from 5 tO IO m皿on

dollars); timbcr and its by-PrOducts whose export

value wjll rcach frm1 50 tO [2O millio11 dollars pcr

year・

Fis妨gタvod初s, Chiefly sea fishil-g, are mjor rc‾

source for the countI・y ‥ fish, Crab, 1obster, Cra‘yflSh.‥

It will bc possible to c‘ⅩPOrt bctwcen 30,OOO a.nd

4O,OOO tOnS Per ye描i l)f n valuc ranglng from 3O tC〉

5O million dollars-

I)初siγ読lかod/t‘Cis∴are　両　OVerl。Oked either’

ma‘inly processcd ftgricult‘1rC。 products alld certaiう1

Thc fi十1anCmg of the lO-year Export Plan incorpo-

rated in the gcncrと11 i-1VeStmCnt in thc Post-War

Economic Dcvelopmcnt Plan will be covered by aid,
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f時C‘lgIl lo佃s {し11d i冊(宙ment,詳し一Id cLIso吋the accu-

判11a‘七iol同cq丁11rC‘d fr(mしCXPOrtS.

’me imp(jrLance of the targcts to bc fulfilled

C子旭Sists in HlC rC‘glOnalization a.nd specialization of

ぼportabユc producIs,鉦r i11Sta,nCe, thc Mekong deユta

for rice, Eas七crI宣　Nam Bo for rubber, thc High

Pla‘teauS a-1し王ho頂hcm Trung Bo foI- indrlStrial crops′

上うa Nallg糾ld Vmg Tall for sea flS了ling ・.

The sllCCCSS Of the pl…　W⊥ユ上　座0 d.pe[〕d on

誼e crcation∴Of i]1dl臆1油-ies, first and forc`1ilOSL, a Iood

王了しdustry, tO meCt homc necds and to producc for

尊POrt, and c捕mう1g industries (fish, S上Irimp, lobster,

自ieat, ¥′Cgetこねles・ fr証, muShrooms.‥) soIcly for

し、XPOrt PurPOSCS.

Other indus七ries nccessary for the intcmsification of

agrjcし丁1ture will be blうilt, mainly chcmical fertilizer

Pla丁1tS alld cnterpriSCS PrOduclng agricultural and

f⊥Shing eqmPmCnt’ l。 SerVC the development of

CしXPOrtS ・

Grea,t　拙C丁lしiun wiH bc p持id to tlle∴∴CXtraCtive

industries for Llle inLensiflCation of cxports : 1imc〇

品⊃ne, PhOSPhatcs, Coul,皿冊ral s拙s, whitc sa‘11d・

For Lhis pmpos。言工dustml zones I-c5erVed only

f。r 。xpOrtS (CXPOrt P}-OCeSSi増zoncs) wiし1 bc set up

wi11Ch will cnJOy Pri、記egcs a‘11轟adv肌tこLgeS ill Capitaユタ

e(1ulPment, icchni(luC, j丁岨nPOWrr,ねⅩeS.

A　白frc() POrt’’ is l() bc bull七(the mwports of

Saigon) rcscrved soIcly for thc il11POrt Of ma皿factu-

red goods, half-finished pr。ducts, and ra,W materials,

(lestincd for the intcllSificこ高on of cxportchle pro-

dl】CtS,

Thc Natio皿l Expor七DcvcIopment Comcil which

佃JOyS CXtenSive p,)WCl-S∴rmd whosc statut(、S requlre

that it be made∴llP Of mPrCSentatives of various

告ovemment ol-ga11S (economC and financial), Of the

faigon Chambcr of C。mmCrCe, Of thc Fedcration of

ThdllStric‘S alld (of co11rSe) of USAI」), Will take the

ま〕lace o士fhe fomcr Export Devclopmc‘nt Ccntrc. It

will lcad-all kinds oI activitic‘S (politic三五　cconomic,

SOCial, filiancial, teChnical…) I’egarding cxports.

TllC Intcmational Trade Ccntcr (I’r|), Will bc res-

即nsiblc for the training of forcign trnde ca,drcs and

ぐxperts, Chicfly in exports, for thc prospccting of

w、)rld markets divided into fil′e ZOneS for thc pur-

POSe・

王)articipation in intcmational ccom⊥111C and com-

mcrcial conferenccs, in various internatioml ccono-

mic a,nd financial oI-ganizations, Wjll play an

i-nPOrtant rOle in the conqucst of markets.

Othe工- (lueStions should also bc ta,kcn証O COnSidera〇

七io11 SuCh as館rlCllltural and commercial loans, thc

fiscal al-d exchange systcm and labollr’ Which言f

。Verlooked, Will be prcjudicia,l to the fし阻ilmeI}t Of

しまle pl餌l.

For　拙s purpose,耽e =autl丁m11 CCOnOmic rc‘¥"lu-

員。王1’’ofNovember　|5, |97I, adoptcd some mC(iSurCS

m favour (‾)王exp。rtS, Chiefly :

- Export liccnscs alld cxport cost pr⊥CC CO11しroIs

Wjll be suppresscd ;



ーRcgula,tions regarding customs dutics肌d dock-

mg dues, missions and joumeys to forclg}一COuntries

for thc sounding out of markets, Will be lightened

and simpIificd to the utmost ;

-- Export commissions will go up to 3‘わ

ーExporters wlll be entitled to ta‘ke part in the

白frec 。ⅩChange market,, and profit from the highcst

cxchangc ra,teS and substa’ntial crcdits・

FIVE-t’EAR PLAN rOR AGRICULTURAL

DEVELOPMENT 197エー工975

(Promulgated on March 26, 1O7工)

Ithas threc aims :

_ To meet home nccds ;

- To improvc the pcople,s living sta,ndards ;

- To illCrCa,SC CXPOrtS While curtailing m丁POrtS ;

The total value of agricultural production (Culti-

vation, fiching㍉mimal breeding and fo工-eSt eXPIoita.-

tion) will reach 5O5,990・28 million piaJStreS in |975 aS

aga,inst 27O,956.3O7 million in [97O’Or a tOtal increasc

of 86.7うらand an am11al i-1Crease aVCragmg I3‘穴,.

The achievcment of these objectives wiu requlre

the applica‘tion of a series of measures such as divcr-

sification of agrlCultural production’intc工lSivc culti-

vation, mOdernization of agriculturc.

The plan includes 25 PrOjects di、▼idcd mto thrc‘e

Ca,tegOries, namely :

- Pro。初0}l /γ0函s ‥ Cultiva,ti(m言mimaユhusb。.Iト

dry, fishing, forcst exp⊥oitation.

- Sl研Ori〆o]’ecIぶ‥　hydra亜cs aI-d agriculturcll

mechaniz鉦on, Orga‘nization of peasaす1tS il「tO aSSOCia-

tions an(1 coopera,ti、′eS, investigati。JIS On the pl-OteC-

tion of crops・ aPPlicatim Of modcrn farml丁1g

tcchniqし一CS, S士rC工lgthem11g Of the ma.terial and tcchni-

Cal baris of agrlCtllturc.

- Pγ0]’ecis /or theクγOCeSSiクlg O! agγic初研al〆OdlbCIs

belong to the indし1Strial pla【l・

Great拙ention lS a⊥so paid to rcglOIlal agrlC亜u-

ral dcveloplnent COmP一・isl丁1g i:l Ctl1 48 reglOnal plans.

The c|I-rymg o両of LllC taSks in the plan will call

for i工nPOrtant i-1、▼eStmentS made through aid, 1oa虹

とmd capita,l from foI-elgn COしmtries and i丁lte「llational

OrgaIl故Itiol15 :

Fi勅anのりg O月Ile耕a町

State b唖et　　　28,4OO llli⊥lion plaStrCS

Agriclllt11ral loalrs I47,258

I壷1g11こしld(a)　　728

白) P∫ioriしy榊ven Lo teclmical survcys, teChIlical aid and

fi重laふlCll18 〇年)l・O」eCしS.

Slr冊∴ s [lls。ユrid o1吊lle traim-1g Of cadres :

E喜lg宣伸el・ヾ

Ins廿1丁CtO高

工ll叩甲n「¥

TeehmC㍑11㍉…d

S止i⊥⊥ぐd W〉「にぐ「ト

重7 VS辛

語
調
8
3
う
　
神



V工ETNAMESE STUDIES

C()OJ-dinatio]l bctween various ministric‘S and profes-

sional orga,nS is olle Of thc conditions nccessary to

thc succcss of thc plan.

FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT (|971-丁975)・

Elaborat,ぐd by thc Industrial Developmont Center’

thc pla,n, Which is incomplete, includes a llumbcr of

il丁dllStries∴utiliziug modern techniques a‘一Id local

manpowe宣- and raw m種terials・

’皿csc industrics arc prlmarily aimed at devぐloping

agrlClllt11rC a‘l-d exports and requlre la,rge Capital

invcstmcnts ‥ 2O bi11io工l Piastrcs a‘nd ]63.7 million

dollars comng OVerWhelmingly fI-Om forelgll aid,

loans a,nd inVeStmentS.

′∫hey・ Cmbrace chicfly :

- Spihlling a-1d weavmg ‥ COttO工l gOOds and syI-thc-

tic fibrcs

- Plywood

- Pし止p and papcr

- ChemlCal fcrtilizcrs : urCa

- Gla.ssw:LrC

- C(工nent

-一Sugar

臆- Foods十し丁ffs : Ca,rbonated drinks, COndenscd milk,

vcgetablc oils, fish briIle, Camed fish, meat a‘nd

shelltish.

-EngmCemg and iron warc (COnStmCtion and

assembly): agricultural amd fishing cquipment ; tra,C-

tors and powcr-driven cultiva,tOrS; mOtOrCyCles;

SeWing machines; Wire ; enamelled ironware ; iron

PIPeS・

- Electric products. battcries, dectric fans, elec-

tric bulbs, radio sparc parts, neOn tubcs ; Small engi-

-Chemicals‥細工a, Printi-「g ink; PVC powder;

POlyethylcn.

Aumost al1 thcse products will come from the prl-

Vate SeCtOr, eXCePt PaPCr, St-gar, 1丁rCa and ccment which

Will be tumed out by natioml or joint cntc‘rPrlSeS.

LAW NO oo4/72　OF

JUNE 2,工972, ON INVESTMENTS

The lこLW is c(〕mPOSed of cight 。hapters and4O

articles.

Itdeals ‘証h na.tio獲lal enterprlSeS aS WC‘l⊥こしS forelgn

entcrprlSeS・ Here are the stipulations re紺r(ling forcign

firms

Accordi11g LO Chapter rV言orclgn enteI-Pr」SeS CngOy

tノhc samc st血S aS So皿l机etmmese佃しerprlSeS and

all the privileges a†一d g皿工・anteeS gru血(|d to thc

lattcr:

-Excmptioil from all illlalld taxcs細(王from im-

POrt alld export taxcs, for flVC yCarS ;

- GuaraIlteC :略ainst any nationalization ;



- Crcdil facilities for thc lmPOl-l of c(lulPl-1Cllt rmd

maChi†1eS,∴ Pare PartS and raw m種teria‘ls言Ind for the

Settlemenし()f for(‘lgn loans

Besides, the)‾ ;し「C Cntl批記to :

- tra,11Sfer or rcpatrlZttC (ill皿tial cul‾rCnCics) Lhe

tota,lity Of profltS∴and J′・Carly mCOmCS, the totality of

annually Paid ‘lP CaPital (illltia‘l caplta,1 plus newl)-

added capltaLl) orヽCC thc ontcl●Pl壷has workcd for

five years :

- tra,nSfer or l-Ct;ell i†lVeSted capital to Souしh Vict-

namesc or f()relg‘1CrS, †11e trallSfcr or resale to bc

paid ill PlこしStreS Or forelgll CuI-rCnCies which wlll be

legally tr紺sf(:rred oI- rePat喜・ia,ted :

- aCqulrC landed pI-OPerしy ]1CCeSSary for thcil-

OPera,tions :

_ tr肌Sfcr fl⊥nds foI-　tlしし:∴S(煩Iel冊‘nt Of technical

PurChases・

Forelgn ente「PrlSCS Ca‘n上Iire forelg11 apCCiこしIists wll。

enjoy fa.cilities to rcside 111 S佃th Vict Nam and出

send money to thcir fflmilleS

The forelgl-eI-S Or f。re⊥g旧CSldcnts who owll CaPitcLl

ill South Viet Nrm have Lhc∴丁ight to tra,nSfer or rcpaL-

triate the tot。⊥lしy Of profits ol・ a-1nualmCOmC’1f Lhcy

makc invc5しme両S Ull the spot

Compflredwith Diem’s T売c「cc No. 2/()3 Of Fcbruar)-

14, 1965工a‘W OO4/72 Of JulヽC 2/工972 Sigmd by Nguyen

Va,n Thieu lS m(汀C ‥ gcncro‘lS ‥ for forelgnerS・

Under Ngo ])i血Diem, forelgl丁CntCrPrises were

always thrc{ltmed witlmationa‘l閃t10冊nd confiscこしtioll

(With compcl-鉦lOn), bcnc‘fiting r)す-1y from limited tax

CXemPtio]1S’for one or thI。C ye持rS aCCOrding to the

CaSC, had the righ=o I‾C]lt but IIO=O buy land and

buildings, tO trallSfcr or repatriate profits, income

a丁1d capital, bし1=,hCSe I-ights were limited. Moreover,

the advantage a【ld privilcgcs grantcd by Diem to

foreigners wcre recIPrOCal and not unilatera=ikc those

of Thieu: a11 this does nOt mean that thc former

Was mOre　=patriotic ’’than thc latter.

h the opinion of Westem busincssmen, thc June 2,

I972∴=law on illVeStmentS‥ is∴a　=windfall for

foreign investors.’’

LAⅥI oH/7O OF DECEMBER l, ⊥970

ON EXPLORAT工ON AND EXTRACTION OF OIL

This law comprlSeS SlX dlapterS and 6(言しrticles・

I七is compIcmontcd by decree oo5/SL/KT of Aprll

2, [973　and decision 24O,′BKT/U」3DHQG of thc

National Oil Committcc and contr。11ぐd ako by thc

Low oo4/72 ()f Junc 2, IO72 On i冊estmclltS.

;lpart from∴general conditions, tし1C Obligations to

be fuJ.fiucd by forclgn fims for十11e C‘ⅩPIoration and

増し量・aCtion of oll are limitcd to旭e prLymel〕t Of thc

f。llowing [axes alld dutic‘着:

- “ COnCeSSio重l Chargcs ” for expl。Iation or cxtrac-

t,ion ‥ the書e taXeS Should be paid at thc timc of apply-

mg for pcm11SSlnn for (、ⅩPユoralion or c‘ⅩtI-aCtion ;

-白Tax(うS佃COI教CC‘SSion鉦、l(k ” f。r exPloration or

extractioI主
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-葛白Taxes on th。 eXPIoitation of concc‘SSions

reachillg. |2.5告Of the total production (such taxcs are

工5-2O% il- the Middle Ea,St:

- “ IllC。mC tUXC)S ”or 5O% of taxable income with

a maximum of 55%　a†ld a minimum of 45% (these

taxcs arc 6o‘穴, in the Midd・le East iil general, and

75% in Sa11di Arabia) :
-- =Special◆　addc▲d tax‥ lcvicd s〇°了上aftcr thc

expIoitation of thc∴CO置ICCSSion

By co11lI‾iLSt, the lu-W g11拙相血(、S fし)Ielgn Oil鉦ms

Substantia,l profits a11d privllcges :

- Excmptio11 from a11 i証and ta,XeS and dutics;

the right to imPOrt equlPmmt, maChilleS, SPare PartS

and othcr matcrials nccessary for oil prospccting and

extractioll ; CXemPtlOn from dut⊥eS and cxport taxes

On Oil prodし1CtS a11d derivatives (these duties alld

taxes a‘rC COmPulsory in thc Middlc East which yicld

to the Statc hmdrcds of mi皿ons of do11a,rS PCr

year);

- Gua,1.a‘nteC against any n証ionalizatioI一;

- Unllmited cxports of oil products 2md dcriva-

tives;

- Thc supply 。f thc dr)meStic markct with Oil

PrOducts and del・ivativc‘S ;

- Tcmporary utilizatioII Of re{luisition-PurChase

(with compensation to owllCI・s) of la教1(1 neccssary to

the cxplormg Or C.ⅩtraCtion of oil :

- Transfcr or lctti丁1g∴Out tO (L third pcrson ‘、f

COnCeSSioI-S i-1 the coursぐ。f 〔、ⅩPIoitation or expIori裏1g

- Recupcration (or transfe「 to the Saigon govcm-

ment or to a third person) of all the equipment, ma-

Chines, SPare PartS, mater⊥a,l and installat王ons, at thc

expiration 。f concession rights ;

- Refining a‘nd tra11Sformation nf hydrocarbol一,

and ti13ir by-PrOducts (illCll記ing nccessary illStalh-

tions);

- Frec hiring of local ma,nPOWC‘r, im’Ol、’iIlg thC

COmPulsory profcssional training ncccssa‘ry tO thc

efficient use of that manpひwer ;

-:rra,nSfer a‘nd repa,triation of 。ll thc ycal-1y

incomes a,nd profits, Of amually ′Pa‘id up capital

(initial capital plus lleWIJl’ addcd ca‘Pitcll) and 。f

funds in pia,StrCS Which wi⊥l bc legally convcrtcd into

forelgn CurrCnCies.

The total utilization of forelg!1 CXCha‘ngCS derivcd
’from Oil c‘XP。工‾tS.

The concession is for 3O yearS With the option of

a |O-year PrOIoIlgation.

Thc Sa.igon gov糾nment docs not forget the Vieし-

namese : =The Vietnamcse companies set up accord-

ing to thc strict rcgulations of the law call∴a,Cqulre

COnCeSSion right了’ (Article 7)・ One wondcrs how they●

ca,n COmPete With the intemational oil consortiums・

丁he two laws on investments a,11d pctroIcum opcn

thc door wide to forclgn CaPital which is now frcc to

expIoit loca,⊥ ma-丁POWCr a置ld resources, With thc crca-

tion of raw matcrial extractive eI-terPrises - Chiefly

mmlng and more particularly oil - alld of the mamト

facture of co11Sumer gOOds and asscmbly, aS WCll as

all comme工・Cial and bankillg fimS・ The Sol】th Vict
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Nam markctwill be floodcd as it is at l…Sont With

mnufactured goods ftnd conlmerCia⊥ pl-。ducts of big

CaPitalis血comtrics particし1larlyしhcし丁S and Japa,n.

Forclgn invcstments draill Off morc` l-eSOllrC。S than

thCy briIlg in ‥ South Vic`t Nam POSSeSSC‘S Skilf時zLbun-

dant but cheap manpowcr (工), POtenhaJ raw matcr_

ials, an eXtenSive network of roads, POrtS aIld airports

ready for use…皿e rc‘Patriatioll Witho11t COntrOl

(一r limitation of profltS a,nd capita⊥ resl一一1tiIlg m the

賞・bsence of all re-iI}VCS十ment, preVCntS ule i-CC。m1丁latioIl

rlCCCSSarJ` for au true cconomic dev(}lopment.

All genuine i-1dustrialization in Lhe cou暮1try Will

bc suspended’ W⊥t11CSS the five-year Pla‘n for indus-

trial dcv。opment (エ97| - |975) whcre heavy illdustry

is virtually conspicious by i{s abscnce・ ′I`h(: naSCellt

national i【1dustries工eft withoし1t mea‘11S all。 protectiolら

are incapable of compc‘ti重1g With the powcT岨i-1dus-

trics of thc US, Japa工l Or Wcst Gcm捕y, a,11Ci W⊥ll bc

rcldl事Ced to a roIc` Of sl古〕-C(mt]-aCti佃O】- a担h

LノIW o。3/70し井丸いlくしこ上土乞。.工り7し,

ON　=AGRARIAN REいOR虹1)

(“IノAND 」、0 ’「土工E宜L」」求つ

It comprlSeS∴SlX (宜やt(m祝ld 22 &l|icke :

C柄z少leγ I O丁)jectives拙d 1上面hnd of

(2 articles)　　　　叩plicutioll

白) Thc∴WagC Of Sol刷Vl(、tn…1C‘Se WO重・ke〕《s IS "一1al to one-

fifteenth of tうlat Of Am(、rlC祝l WOrkers "ld tn n即-t¥Velfth of

that of West G‘'rm棚¥、Orkぐrs’Which is朝出' J11Or‘∴ empt-

i重〕g tO for高gn investors.

¥丁つPEN DI X

(二ha〆)ley II

(J articlぐリ

(訪apler III

(5 artlCIcs)

C/la少ieγ Iレナ

(うarlides)

(、ha少lの′ V

(J artides)

CIl(型eγ昭

(∠ articles)

L11111tS ‘)f rlPPlieation

点mlp(、11話しioIl †0 。、・lCted

l…1dow」lぐ「S

球〔点しpleIlt、

Pe青l記五円紬d pしm豆血1eIltS

Ge裏lera」- p川でisl(冊

Regaγ初ng la硯l博〃件S

PI‾ivate la鵜lds ll()しdil-CCtlう‘弓amed byしheir owners,

COmmOn la了1ds, 1rC CXPrOPria七cd alld allotted (frce

(Jf charge) to thc pc`aSa丁lls・

- Thc l肌dow」leI.S h描e Lh(、 right to kecp an area

up to I5 hectflreS alld to上1irc mヽ工l十hands for its cし1上

tivatiol工

-Only the l肌ds lで照r¥「ぐ(l f()r t⊥lC Cl直iYlしtioII Of

一’icc a工ld dry cr()P告冊()ⅩPrいpri2血d・ ’上、上lis latv does

I10t hit lclnds belollgl11g [o religious commmities,

.lands del▼Oted to tllし、 C`ulしof a.1-CeStOrS ‘一P t。 fi‘了C hcc-

tarcs, Or tO PerCmml mdustritll cl‾OP登und fml trees,

to industri(ll illSt記l正io冊, SこしIt mal‾Shes, lago(用S,

1)uildillg肝e描, grrdmd, limdr b(、l甲g…g tO Cth11ic

minorities, la11d5　扉　Pllblic　しIt正しies, und lands

Cl(、とけCd aftel- tllC P上(冊`l]帝証。l=)f lh. l柵T ‥

L即し]・OW‘1しr登∴即で一C血tled to (…l丁P(、。SC血間　PCしid

urcordi-1g tO th吊{主用)Wl昭Prll江ipl(、筆‥
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|. Thc compcilSation ratc‘S ar〔, 2.5 times the cしVera,gC

i宣lCOmC yielded in cとroh of the last five years by the

ricefields to bc expropria,tCd :

2・Co-nPellSation is p証d i11 C晶l in proportion to

20% afしer deli¥▼ery Of expropriation titles, The remain-

⊥ng 8o% will bc pa‘id withill eight yea,rS in trea.sury

bonds at an annual llltereSt ratC Of　|O‘完: these trea-

sury bonds ca-1 be tramf(〕rrC‘d to third persons or con置

Verted into shares and debcmlures of natio11al, joint

Or PrlVate enterPrlSeS.

Reg`己rd諒g偽peas酬面

-- Each lalldlcss pea,Sa血household is entitled (frec

of charge) †o a丁丁acI‾eこぼe Of:

1. Three(3) hect(冊S i!l ¥am B();

2. One(工) hc‘CtarC ill Trし工Ilg Bい・

- Rc'Cipients of the (frce) distributiol車上ands arc

cla.ssifie記。CCOrding to thc刷lowmg PrlOrity ordcr.

工. Acti↓,e tC丁lant farmcrs ;

2. FatheI・S, mOthcl-S, Wil・Cゝ拙ld childrc丁l Of　信m叶-

tyrs ”, uPOn :しPPlicaしiol一;

3, Dcmobbc‘〔1 mlitcLrJl’一丁1e-し(or lhosc in coursc of

demobiliz乙Ltion), I-Ctired civll scr¥▼antS Or POlitical

cadresいr thosc in course of rctiremcl-t), if they m諒e

a萱1 aPPlicdtioTl ;

4. M山t(⊥r〉・men’C高上sc‘r主冊S' Or POlitical ca,dres

havillg g⊥、ノ・en uP a‘gr時ultm・こしl lCしl¥′iしies if thcy makc

:m aPPlicatio= :

5. Fnm ha-1d*' i=hc‘y m水c … apPlicati。ll・

一- Tlle∴SyStem Of renting la,nd or land temncy lS

abolishcd.

一Commoll laしlds cしre llso allottcd to tllC PCaSantS

- Expropriatcd la,nds allotted to the peasa‘ntS

ShoしIld bc fa,rmed dil-CCtly by thcm for J5 yearS, and

CamOt be transferred to tllird pcrsons without per-

missio`1 from thc admi[listration ; i丁l thc first year

they a.rc excmpted from all taxes a,置ld d11tic‘S.

*

For centurics the盤yarla′生母eSl?.071 has bcen the key

PrOblem in Vietnamesc socicty. ・All social classes iII

POWC‘r h持vc l-esoIved it a’CCOrding t() their owJl

i工1te工でSとS.

Before thぐÅugust 1945 Revolution, the agraria,n

Situこ高on a岨1 lal-d ow旧r年hip in South Vict M皿

We重-e as follows :

- La,一Id belongl11gしo loc∠lL l掴dl()r(lヽ

(about |.5 m皿on hcct紺eリ

樟elldn coIol-ists (about 775J)。()

上IeCt紬でS) a獲記宣山gious

COmmur血es (mail-1y cath01ic)

and oし上lぐ重・S

-- CoIl111丁0工l la用I筆

- La。ds bdりllg川g t()し上l(、

peこしSこ…豆

2・3mllllO!1宣岨()う.7若

0・25う　‾-　-　う・7ツ(,

上皇　-　-28・叩く,

j・う率　　　　ェ00?〈,

(*) 3 m岨0:=le扉are、 ‖l N(しlll蘭と111。う。0,○○。上丁。。七ar。葛il、

TI’ung丁わ.



Foし1r hしmdre(上川d thirty-thrc‘C‘廿…高　scttlers

gr証b。d 2乃・00O lleCしa】・ぐs ()f land for the胆)Wmg Of

l-ice amd |OO,OOO上1CCtarCS for rubbc一∴

Ill Nam Bo’there arぐ。,287 l。C話1alldl。rds who

。adl OWn mOrC thar1 5O hectarぐs ()f l;llld. Lrmdlords

(]mking l丁Pエ3()/し′ Of tllC POPulation) ho⊥d 77一,一。 Of crop-

lzmds wheI・ea‘S thc pcasants who mkc` 1丁P 7工・7':完of

thc p(甲lこLtion 。Wl- OIlly ]2.5‘一。・ Ol丁e Of thc main

fcatul・es of la‘nd “w⊥1C工-ship in Nam Bo i“11C COnCen-

tl-ation of血dし0しhe dctrime宣lt Of thc p(、胴血S ‥ Tran

’rrinh Trach, tl-C i)eS† known Jocal lan(lしo可own。d

uP tO I45’00O h質tarぐs.封xty per c間t Ofpeasants

くLrC ten三両s or sub-tC既ntS me a、▼CrngC‘正し11d r皿OuntS

to 5O-8o(% o=lle Cr(型〈ln。uding.丁1PPlem両とury

重-ents)・

」n Trung Bo, the local l肌(llol・ds cLaeh ¥油1 0VCr 5O

hectarcs tota1 5工・ Owing t(川1C SCarCit単f lalld, Small

拙d middle la丁ldlords∴arC quitc m丁merO1丁S and hold

2O% of la11d　十1erc commOn lこしnds account f。r from

:⇒O tO 7O(′)o of la‘nd according Lo thc rnglon Zmd belong

正most elltirely to thc l.11r記1andlords踊l notabili-

tirs・ La-1d rent hovers be[wc‘en 6oO汗11(1 70I〇°

’上、he A岬Sし|945 Revo⊥utiour皿)ttC‘d to thc pea-

告ultS almosし拙the (`()1γ一皿mal 」a11d上しう1d 65O,OOO

hec`tares scizぐd from the landlords. MぐaIrVhilc, it

fixed l肌d ron十at IO-I5L¥’Of thc cI-op.

Even the∴∴nOtOriol丁S　…ti-COmm冊血　Åmcricall

Ladejinsky, all CXPert i量l tllC agr;Lri冊question in

fot-theast Asia fし11d author of the = Ag…⊥{m Refom ”

in Taiwan, CO11l。 not dony tllC histol・ic fact批訂t ‥If

tlle COmmunists are able to可7 …ltr。1 w(、r tll。

COuI血J‘sidc掴(l sccure the訳lPPOrt Of血e peasa11[s,

this is not olll)十〕C‘C佃SC伍lぐ〉/. had moし)ilizcd thcm to

drive ou十t[le rrellCh - CL lollg Stこmdi一一g aSPlratlOn Of

the Viet11a丁m‘5「' - bllt Z庇o bec…SC they havc m21de

an app]一oこしCh to thc　哩一・ar⊥an (1ueStion…1 This faJCl

ha,S a‘t least h(中C‘d thC (I)icm) administraLion to

acknowle(J揮　th(、 eXis十,eIIC⊂、 。f that (agl‾こしriとIn) pr壷-

lem a11d t() dl) SOmCthi11g for it・’’ (W. Ladcjinsky,

信Agrarian Ref(打m i-1 t上しe Republic of Vlぐt Nam

in The Proble用O/ 1弓でe(70用高Z So初Tノ初野am SわICe

まhe IndeI鋤(Ze彫Pu皿shcd by-　the Michigan St虹

University, IO()仁- ChこLPしer 9巾uotcd b戸出un Phuo埠

in dgyaγi勅　姉川初io}l ;′′宮ei `γ初n in Vietnamc‘Se,

Chapter ¥∴ pこ‘geS L24恒十8’S。C吊丸icllCeS Publishi置13

Housc, Hunoi● |9()8)・

H(〉工ICe lll‥PPlic高く):l ill I955-工95() bJ′- Ngo Di血

Dicm O王　an　‥agrarian refom’ノ　el諒o]-ated l)J’

W. La‘d(‘jin正.、 hmtlir‘lf.

Lcし⊥⊥S l・ccall thaLt, SPunSOred by thc Frc‘nCh, tlle

Bao Dcli g(臆)、「emmCnt deとしIt wit賞=±血(量‘1ぐStioll in follr

decrees of Jme 4, |953:

- I)(,C′ee宮’. IO. defini11g tllC丁丁1Odalities of rcc`臣

peratin巨ll吊al血alrc‘ady al]oL十cd [)ut lcft fallow or

illcgall)“ re工ltCd ;

- /)e。/ee }l▼0. 2O dcaling with lhe lalld lでnt Statu十e→ ;

- /柄γee jYo・ 2工flXi11g the lilnits o=andcd pro-

Pertics ;

- I)ecree J¥「0. 22 dcfini”g Lhe lights 。f rc‘elPle11tS

of income dcril▼Cd from fa,rm lm〔k.
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’」、hcsf‘ m‘aSl丁reS dr油ed at a time whcll tlle Frcnch

expeditionar5′弓orces were suffering bitter dc‘feats, are

but demagoglC OneS・ 。iell Bien Phu swept out of

North Vic‘t N種m both the Frcnch expeditionary ∫orces

掴d the quisling g‘)Vernme]1t With its “agrarian

1十odded by the ▲1mericans, Ngo Dinh Diem conti-

nucd tlユ〇 W`)rk began by Bao Dal Whilc outdoing the

l埴er Ra‘しSed lo the puslt10⊥1 Of a state policy, his

白agra,ria‘n rC‘form ” was m(lde corlCrete in the three

Jollowi丁-g decrees :

- Decree jVo. 2 Of Ja1丁uary 8, |955 1-CVOking Dccree

No 2O regarding the larld re⊥lt Stafutes w⊥th a slight

modification on the ratcs of ⊥a,nd rents which are IIOW

fired at a minimum rate of 15‘言), and a maximum of

Z5?o言IIStCad of a smgle ratc of I5?。 ;

-- Decyee IVo. 7 Of Febr一一ary 5’]955 rePhaclng

。ecrcc No.22 and dctermimng the coIlditio宣IS Of

famll]g P霊・⊥VatC lands a量「d c。mmuna1 1a量lds lying

fallow ;

-- Dc,c}′ee ^To. 57 Of October 22, ]956′ definil}g the

買10d証ties of e航ctive “ ngra,ria,11 refom ’’: CaCh land

(柵Ier is c‘ntitled to [OO hcctares at the most, the

lでI11amlllg Should be白rcquisitioned ,, and illdemni-

掠:d al ’`cur工・Cnt Pr⊥CCS” to third persollS Or tO the

封ate which w虹rcsell to lhose in ncc-d of them. That

Stipula虹ll is applicd o】}ly t(J riccfidds, :し11d not to

the lands reservcd for i⊥ldustrial crops a11d for other

eCOnOmlC a丁1d/or extra cconomic activities・ CompeIl-

Sation to lalld owJlerS is paid JO% in cash and 9O%

APPEN DIX

in treasury bonds for 12 yearS・ Each peasa,nt house-

hold which receivcs = expropria,ted ’’lands is entitled

to buy only 5 hectares at the most, thc prlCeS Of

which arc ca,lcula,ted on the basis of compensation

paid by the State to thc lalldowners and lnuSt be paid

within six yea‘rS at the most・ Over aperiod of |O yearS,

thesc la,nds ca,nnOt bc rcsold, mOrtga‘ged or rented・

This =a,grarian reform ” was thus completed in

two stages :

- Legalizing the relations betweel1 1andlords an。

pea‘SantS (Decrees No. 2 and No. 7) while defining the

land rent system dcaling with private lands or com-

muna.1 1a,nds left fallow, With determined rates of

land rcnts.

- Fixing the limits of big landed properties while

helping la,n。OWnerS tO Sell their surplus lands.

Up to July [963, tha,t is, nearly seven years after

the promulgation of the law, Out Of 650,OOO hecta‘reS

of land白to be expropriatcd ”’Only 25O,OOO hectares

(Or One-Sixth of the l.3 million hecta,reS belonging to

the landlords) were “ expropriated ” and effectively

sold to the Statc (245,85| hectarcs) 1nd dircctly to the

pca,SantS (6,362 hectares) not including the 22O,48o

hectares (Out Of 27O,OOO hectares) bought by the Diem

administration from French settlcrs for |,35O million

old francs pa.id by the Frcnch govcmment (these

larlds were not sold to the pea,SaI-tS : they were used

mai⊥11y for the building of agricultural settlcments in

order to rctain the白Northem’’ regroupecsつ・ lt is

also necessa,ry tO include 9O,OOO hcctares = sold ” to

the State (tllat is thc land whose ow血ers ha‘Ve reCeived
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COmPenSa‘tlO工l but which llaS nOt l.et bccn a,uOttCd t()

th(、 PCa,SantS) and oo,OOO lleCtuns to be ‥ c‘XPrOPriat-

ed‥ wh王ch are s皿ll=he ha一一二]s of the landlords

S皿量n111g uP言[ is the VietnこしmCSC‘∴alld l十cnch tax-

PayC‘rS Who footed thc‘ bil⊥ fo川lis ‥ expropria,tion

iT- favour of local lal-dloI-ds a一一d [壷I丁Ch coIonists :

34O’OOO h(、CtareS [〕y t[lC ¥γic‘tnamぐSC budget, and

220,OOO hcclares by the I寸ぐll。吊)l記g`et・

The白expropriこしtCd ,一l硝工さらしrC Cithcr not fertilc

LLlld co-1Seque叫同′・1賞1g fa⊥」ow・ Or locatcd in rcglOnS

threate喜led by pr拙nt uPrlSl丁1gS aJnd lacking security∴

they aI-e hit bJ 。cc「(▲C ¥o. 57 :…d the landlords

Wa,ntCd to get I-1d of tllCm at f。ly. COSt, the govem-

mCntme鉦lg 。le皿・ 1`上Iel-e lies thc glSt Of Xgo

Di11ll Dicm,s “ a,grarJfm rC‘fom1 ,∵

With rcg‘ll・d to the証o⊥itio11 Of l紺ge estates, it is

Pure bl11ff・ On tllC` OnC上1and, 1a‘11ds gr()Wn tO industrial

CrOPS (3OO,OOO hcct孔res)言ITC‘ lc‘∫t l両aCt : Llley are thc

775 big cnle工-PrlSC‘S bc‘⊥0】18⊥Ilg tr) S()工1丁e W虹known local

laIldlords cしnd mam⊥yしO I守e11Ch a亜l鉦c‘rican coIonists

(accordillg tO thr IndiとしII P型]-当elcgraph ” of Fcb虹

ary 9, |95了), Lhc‘ Åmcricこしn gCne宣可O’Daniel, fathcr of

thc puppct arm}`’qu11rぐd里r)Od part of the sha,reS

a‘nd liabilltic‘S Of t上1e "om購いie frこLIxpalSe des Pla臣

ta,tlOnS dcs Tc‘Ires Ro丁lgC‘S ,, ; the A宣nerlCan tyCOO量I

Morgan hこIS lmP(血ult interests in ot工ler b]g French

rubber plant誼u】1S・ The c朝ltlal c‘lemcIltS Of thc

French (and r¥meric叫col佃lali直i11tereSしS are thus

Safegua‘rded・ On the r)ther hこしI-d, Of th.∴2,693 b壬g

eStates (morc‘ tha-1 [(,O hc`CtareS eaCh) in Nam B(ら

”23 WCre hit by。ecree N〇・57, Or 2,O35 eSta‘teS t() l)(う

‘` expropriatedl’t if the 12 eStateS (of more than IOO

hcctares each) in Trung Bo are included: about 25%

Of local big estates are thus excluded from ‥expro-

Priation ”. If the 2OO big French rice plantations are

added, there will be a. total of from 2,235 tO 2,25O big

estates to bc “ expropria,ted ’’・ In fact言f the estates

havmg less tha,n　|OO hectares are not included for

= expropriation∴ nearly a11 the feudal la,ndlords are

Put =out of danger’’with morc thall tWO-thirds of

the land usurped and rented, all the mOrC SO Sincc in

Trung Bo almost all the landlords holding 5O?。 Of

the croplands aTe nOt affected by Decree No.57 (in

the 9 PrOvinces ln Trung Bo, CXCCPt the High Pla-

teaus, 39.5し穴, Of croplands arc rcnted). Ladejinsky him-

Self acknowledgcd this fact when he remarked that

as in Trung Bo each la,ndlord usually‘ oWnS from |O

to |5 hectares, agrarian reform is cffectively to bc

Ca,rried out only in Nam Bo… La.rge estates are still

in the hands of thc landlords ; in the upshot, the total

number of land.1ords affected L)y lgrarian rcform is

Only 2,〇〇〇・

Decree No.57 is thus neither anti-feudal nor antl・・

COIonia,list as Diem a,nd his cohorts sought to make

PeOPle think.

CoilCe「11111g the = la.nd rcnting ‥ defined by Decree

No.2, all thc prlVate lands and common lands the peas-

ants reccivcd from thc people’s power during the

|945-|954 reSistancc to thc French werc subjected to

tha‘t fom of feudal expIoitation : 8oo,OOO renting con-

tra‘CtS tOtalling 7OO,OOO hecta,reS Were imposed on the

PeaSa,ntS. Consequently the right of ownership of land

工8 VS42



acql丁il・cd during the lan(l I.efo宣・m of tノhc people工powcr

W心C三周Cellc{l “t u stro女c. With rcgar(l to th(、 rateS

Of reI-t PalnStakingly wrested from the landlords

during thc period fro丁1‥945 tO I954 al]d most of the

timc below |50、ノ- a fact recognizcd by foreigIl jour-

量lalists (See Tillman Durdin in the = New York Times ’,

Of Apri1 4, I955 alld Georges Chaffard jn =工ndochine

- Dix ans d’illd(ipendanc(言’- Calman Ldvy Publish-

ing Housc’Pins, r964’.P.工7O) - the rates fixed by

Decree No.2 (from thc mmimum |5(穴, tO the maximum

25(㍑) arc but a general i11CreaSC iIl la,nd rents.

At bot.しom’that = reg⊥mC Of renting ” la.uded by the

advoca‘teS Of the (Frcnch Or American) coIonia」 system

as a, =re、′Ol1重tionary ’ meas11re COmPared with the

feudal renting is, in its cssence, nOthing but a counter-

rcvolutionary measure aimcd at glVmg丁〕aCk to the

landlords the 65O,OO。 hectares allotted by the people,s

POWer tO the peasants, at reducmg a.gain the Iat.tcr to

thc state of tenants or sub-tenantS, and a.t raising la,nd

rents・ The aim of Decrees No.2 and No.7 1S but to

take a ccnsus of landowners and to re-CStablish thc

regme Of land owllerShip prcvailillg Prl。r tO the

August ]945 Rcvolution.

In thei工. CSSeI〕Ce, Ngo Di11h Dicm’s decrces on

“agra‘ria-11 refom’’did nut go farthe○○ than those ofBao

Dai, the interim pro‘▼isions and ame工ldmcnts dealing

Only with deta‘ils・ They are but the Victnamese ver-

Sion of refomist白agrarian reforms ” already applied

in the PhilipplneS. Taiwan Fllld other Southeast Asian

COuntries. In South Viet Nam, that白agrarian reform ”

is not ol丁ly cL big step backward, but haS als。 、′isibly

a co冊tぐトre、・。l‘一ti。11ary ChこIraCter aS iしrs読l「lCd at

doillg ilWay With the gains of thc pc‘としもa一一口mSS。S・

WhelでaS B拙)漢書)高’s∴ロムgrariall ].Cfo】-n十’ w描　bllt a

dc(でPti、′C Pr。mlS(、 g⊥Vm i-1こしCOmPktdy desperate

si加atioIl,しhat∴。f ¥go Dinh Dicm was i=eaCtionこしry

賞mllOぐuV]-e正11「ed on /he o彫ha7Jd at dil“C‘Ctly iittackiT-g

thc pc‘…l血, 11egatmg thC‘ fruits woll l)y thc peasants

from ±hc Augし1St I945　Rcvolutio-1, mai-1taining the

us-1l-Pation of la]}d by thc Ioca=andlords and French

and Americall COIo重lialists ; and on /he oiheγ　hal‘d, at

carryl丁1g Out a mendacious demagoglC PrOPaga:nda.

campalgll amOng the peasant masscs il1 0rdcr to

StreI-gthcn thc puppet reglme.

′丁hc rea,Ctiのll Of thc 2Lffected peasants wa/S nOt SIow

ln eOmlng・

From 1959 On, thc∴‥ concerted upnSlngS ’’followed

by thc fo⊥mdation of the South Viet Nam Na,tional

Front for Liberation, SWePt aWay白stratcgic hamlets’’’

= agricultural bettlement ZOnCS ’’ and　=prosperity

zones ’’, and liberatcd foしIr-fifths of South Viet Nam

territory. Å mW agraria書1 I・efom was carried out and

bythc cnd of |9()5, the NFL had all。tted　|,65O,OOO

hectarcs of land to the peasants who are now maSterS

Of 5(男Of farm land (Or 72% Of ricc-fields, Or 7O% Of

the land grabbed by landlords)・ In the liberated zone,

rents arc fixed at 5畑Thc general offensive la.unchcd

in [968 by the PLAF shook the Saigon reglme tO its

foundation.

At thc end of I968, mOre than 2 million hectares

were distributed lo thc pcasants, Or 80了宥Of cropland・

That distribution was contimed rLfter thc January



27, r973 Paris Agreement with I55,26o hcctarcs for

工973・

Almost a11しhe la,ndlords fled to towns ; With thc

distribution of lalld by the NFL, thc liquidation of

feuda,1 1andlords as a class, thc social basis of the

rcglme in thc coulltrySide, has bcen achicved・ Thc

reactionary rし1ral administratio看l disintegratcs. The

reg⊥mC has csscI-tially lost tllC Sし1PPOrt Of the co…try-

side.

*

Somethi11g had to bc done to retricvc this situation :

to crea,tC a 】1eW SOCial basis, a neW framework, a neW

communal administration in order to surround thc

PeaS肌tS and bring thcm under control・ and this by

l・elying on a new peasant strata which has more or

less cIosc tics with the la11dlords taking refuge i11 thc

towns. This work could not bc done without reassur-

1ng the la11dlords expropriatcd by thc NFL by soIv-

1-1g the la,1-d problcm to their adVantagC.

‥ Thc pacification’’begall byしhc US l[OOPS aJt thc

end of |965, thus aimed a‘mOllg Other things at `` wil+

nmg back thc hea,rtS a,nd mmds” of t上1e PCaS三両s, a

CamPalgl- Carried out with greellbacks, bomL)S and

toxic chemicals.

Thc　白Vietnamizatio111’’ of thc war rcqulreS thc

Settlement of thc =on-the-SPOt ’’ supply problem :

白feedillg Wa,r With war ” caus for the intensification

Of agricultural production’also necessary to the post-

War eCOnOmic restoration a,nd development which

will take as lillChpi-1 thc illtel丁Sification of export of

a‘grlCult‘1ral prod葛1CtS.

Hence the re-POSillg Of thc 。grarial- queStion Which

is ma,inly aimed at contcnding with the NFL for the

allcgial-CC Of the pea,SaI‘tS because without the latter,

‥ pacificatio萱1 ” would e車-d il丁fiasco.

Such arc thc fundamental reasons why the Amer-

主cans attached grcat importance to a‘ neW = agrarian

reform ’;

′rhus i-丁I966’the Ral「d corporation was glVen the

task of studying the tlueStio11■ It rccommendcd that

it was inopportmc for the time being to cnter into

that (lueStio-1 if politjcal complica.tions (that is’the

reaction of the landlords) could be avoided, the main

thi-1g being to win the day by force of ams・ The US

Embassy jn Saigoll and thc US Secretary Of Agricul-

ture Frcema暮「 ga,VC th∈“ir approv:ll.

・l`owards m-d-工967, USAII) set up an agrarian

rcform coor(lmation committcc which 。btained no

positivc results・ At thc cIld of I967- theしJS Senate

urgeIltly took thc bし1Sincss i一一hand ol-CC agail一,鮒d

thc 5la?聞ord ResearcI~, I栂i初e言l] Chargc of the

stl-dy, CntruSted it to professors Ray L. Prosterman

and Robcrt Coast.皿eir disa,grCement With USAID

prcvcntcd thc progress of thc work.

After thぐgcncral offellSive by thc pcople’s forces

in I968, “ngr{lrjan reform” was considered to be a

condilio】l高〃e q肌用071 Of thc new ‘.pacification’’

campalgn一でSlm1C‘(l i旧qf)0∵l’hc projcct worked out

by thc Liljellth‘ll- Vl丁Q一一OC Thuc post-War C‘COnOmic



Study group was alPPl-O‘′C‘d at thc Midw〔しy COnferc‘nCC

COnVenCd on Ju11e 8, |069 by Nixon who, tO Ca「ry it

OしIt, P重・Omised Thicu n 4O-millio一一dollar aid gra,11tCd

in kind f。r threc ycars正om [969 tO [97I, With　|O

millio宣1 aVa,ilable iしl I9()9. At Midway, Thicu st{しted

that ‥白Agraria[一r。form is thc cc書ltl笥I Statc‘ taSk ol-

Which depends thc cxistcnce of thc natio】一・

After the Midway confercnce, a frc‘nZicd propとLg掴da

CamPalg-1 WaS la⊥mChcd with such slogallS ‘LS = Rcv-

olution in the C。untrySidc ’」 “ Lとし11d t。 t上Ie PcasallしS‥,

‘.Eco喜lOmic and Socia‘l Eq‘lalit)「 for All’’, try⊥1丁g tO

establlSh that Thicu’s agrariall rC‘form wa5　m。rC

= revolutioIlこしry ’’Jll。1で‥ pI-OgreSSi、r(言’th細Dicm’s・

Article 5, dlapte宣- Iエ"f L柵▼ OO3/7(‥)f MaI-d1布

|97O a,llows the lalldown(、r to Still keep for himself I5

hectares to thc maximum fol● 1-icぐ-Cllltl¥'atioll (agai…t

工OO hcctares formcrly), IlOt includi11g lhe l〔‘一1d I-e5(、l‾、r-

cd for dry crops (md ma一・kct g描dmmg言nd冊t†iこ11

CrOPS, fruit t‘IでeS, 2し丁1d land for thc cult of紬cest。1ふ

’I‘he la11dowllel・S in Trung Bo wc`1.(、 JlOt a,ffected b)工h証

artide as thelr l訓丁ds do not c▲XCぐed丁5 hc‘Ctとし1で`.

′rhc compensa.tions paid lo引l。 lalld`⊥ords (chこしPt(、r

工工工) is settlcd ill Clght years i11StCCld of IZ, tWel中. pcr

cont instcad of IO・一。 is paid in c乙しSll) the balal-Ce∴fLt

エO与。 intcrest i看lStea,d of 51)。言上’hc comPenSatio】一rate筆,

fixcd at z.5 timcs thc dI皿Ial丁C¥で皿e 。f thc ]-ice c宣て)P

in t,he last鉦C‘ yearS言Ll-C m。rr Stとしble lhこし11 thosc fixcd

at theいじurrcIlt PrlCCS ” of tlle l肌d* SしIL)jectぐld most

of the time lo substa丁ltial虹l(、山とししi()冊

Fiftec‘n hc‘(士a,reS illSteaLd "f IOO二証fiI・丸正ght同Iis

is prejudici=llto th。 la-1dloI‘ds, but証bottom thc |OO

hectarcs glVen by Dicm’s準raria一一rCfom丁WerC` already

transferred空jnheritame to the family. members

(Wives, Children…) in such a Wa.y that cきしCh new pro-

Perty docs not rea‘Ch most ofthe timc thc I5 hectares

fixed by ArticIc 5 ‥ thc trick is played and thc initial

property rcmai置1S intact thollgh i=-a,S becn sca,ttered.

Most of the timc‘, the landlords who take refugc i丁1

the towns havc Iost thcir l・ight of owncrship for a

dozcn years o‥nOrC`∴and ha、′でn(一ChanCel 。f taking

their land back, l†ol-　them, th(う　OCCaSion is thus a

smgular one : O)1 PIでSentatioJI Of la,11d titles confom-

1ng tO thc‘ la証s‘11・、・ey rCgisしc‘r, thC‘y arC Paid ill duc

fom工

Thc landlords上Ial,C bcc(,m(‘ mOrC : (、allStic. Hight。I主

ed by the gcneral offensi¥・e la.`lIull〔、d b)士h。 POP11lur

forccs in 1968, they preferrt)(1 t。∴ ‘ losc} CしPa‘rt rather

thal丁losc al工’In their col晶.orltatio量l Wit丁l thc pcasaJntS,

they understood that thc‘ `‘ a11 or notlling ” time山s

definitely gone, that it w描necc‘SS叩- tO Sこし、tC‘ Whこしt

could bc savcd. Besidc‘S, th(、 (朝]lP〔)nSaしion pa‘id [)y

US aid餌1d budget subsidies (C‘もtimatぐd ul証o両45。

million dollars i!1 Iota]), Pa、「C‘ thC‘ W甲for thcm LO

commerCial　拙ld illdustri乙しl lLCti¥)▼ities which coしIld be

carried out mder thc llmbrella, Of the m’b飾l COmPrこし-

dore bourgeois. flgrlCulturill cl’edit, hydralllies, Srlle und

hir111g Of tracto宣・S amd othc‘一-こIgr⊥Cultur:ll maChin(‘S,

salc of che丁nical fcrtilizers… ’rhc hard cash, business

PrOfits, intc‘l・est oll treaSury bonds, urC WOrth much

more th持n la,nd re喜1tS that 】lel・Cl‾ arri¥-e. A new peasant

Stratum -- thc rich pmsa-1し、 - bom fr「)m that Orie血L-

tion’Will serv(、溝∴fll SOCia‘l晶sIS …d s一一PPO一-t for the

reglme ・

享

子
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The consequence of that policy is the effective con置

SerVa‘tion of the la,nd ownership by the landlords in a.

new fom・ ’「hc landlords’interests are safcguarded,

but landlordism is liquidated as it representeda great

Obsta‘Cle for capitalist development in the countryside,

Which was to open the way to the implantation of

nぐO-COIonialism.

I涌lting and sub-re-1tillg arC :lbolishcd by clause 2

Of Article 2, Chapter I’but ⊥andowners have the right

to hire fam-ha,nds for the culti‘′ation of their la,nds

(cJause r’Article 5, Chapter IJ). This is really the

Substitution of direct expIoitatioII Of the peasants by

the uLilization of t,he labour power of farm-ha,nds for

thc∴eXPIoitation of tenants flnd sし1b-tenantS by land

rent・ In his “The Postwar Developmcnt of the

Republic of Viet Nam : Policies and ProgramS,,, 。avid

E・ Lilienthal wrote ; ‥ Where agricu⊥tし一ral dぐvelop-

ment requlreS importa,nt investments and modern

management, Clearsighted empIoyers of ma,nPOWer

CaI-　rePlacc backward and conservative landlords ”

(Chapter VII, 6th・Part). The outmoded fcud。I r。Iati。nS

Of production w皿thus be replaced by more adl′allCed

CaPitalist relations of production.皿e fom of cxploi-

tation changes, but †he domination of landowncrs十

Or rather’rich peasa-1tS一重remains・ This changc is

neCeSSary as it falls in linc with US IIeO-COIonial

POlicy at the sa’me time as it safcguards the interests

Of the fcuda=andlords・ The abolition of the la,nd

rcnt system :しS an imPedimen=o the expansion of

thc rural market made possible by the l・aising of the

PurChasing powcr of the peasant massc‘S is indispelト

Sable to industrial development, and conseqしIぐntly to

forclgn investments.

By introduclng the capitalist mode of production iTl

the countryside i-1 Pla一二e Of the feudal mode of pro-

duction, this policy has a doublc aim・ f,出he高nlned-

海e /初wre, it allows cL rCmunerative　し1tilizatioll Of

rural manpower a-1d the c‘fficient introduction of

modern technique in iLglCulture i-1 Ordcr to accelerate

PrOduction and mc‘Ct the nc‘eds of war. Besides,

thc swelling of military expcnditures as a result

Of “Vietnamizatio11’プ　requlreS a rapid incrcase in

taxes, an important part of which sho¥一Id derive from

thc devcIopment of agric`一Itural production. h his

=Ten-year Plan of Post-War Economic Develop-

ment’’, elaborated with the cooperation of David

E・Lilicnthal (Vietnamcse version), Vu Quoc Thuc advo-

CatCS ``heavy laIld ta‘ⅩeS ” (Cha,Pter V ‥ Taxes), and

`` a conversion of rlCe Cultiv乳tio-1 tO illdustrlal crops

to yidd as mar-y taXCS aS POSSible ’’(idcm)・ Åccord-

illg tO the Saigoncsc papcr Di初ri′l Of Junc 22, I974,

Chau Kim Nhon, ministc‘r Of fiIlanCC‘, dcclarc‘d at a

Ju量IC I5, I974 PreSS COnferencc that the rural sector

must supply 5O billlOn Piastres of ta‘ⅩeS in |974 aS

agamSt 5 billion m |973. I}月he Jo,lge′ le,′′母this policy

W記I crぐate favourable conditions for the develop-

ment of EL∴eOmPradorc capjtalism in the countryside

Which promotes invcstmeうltS and 。XPIoitation of the

agricultural potc宣-tial by∴・l教nCrican capital・

Thc agrlCult1丁ral del′Clopmcnt promoted by the

introductlO-1 Of thc capltalist modc of pl‾Odl-Ction

国
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in‘′Ol‘/'CS thc introduction of modem techniqueS : thc

absencc of tL hca‘.y indし1Stry tO SuPPly agrlCulture

With 。qulPme-1t, Chemical fertilizers, insecticidcs,

dosely bind the pc`aSa‘ntS tO thc compradore bo11rgCOi-

Sie,餌1d thel‾Cby to forc‘ig漢丁Capital (Amcrican細d

Japanc‘Se in the fi]-St Placc) for thcsc supplies through

imports・ Thc conscqucnccs ‘一f that dcpendcncc‘ arC

immediatc with the shortagc of petrol and chcmical

fertilizers il丁WeSt ¥‾am Bo, 5。‘∴, Of thc描rcagc up

to l10W grOWll tO mW =IR ” high-yicld rice strai一一S

rcqulrlng a lal.gC (lua-1tity Of mm1urlng, llCS fallow zLS

Cl rCSult oflack ()f chcmical fcrtilizers. Besidcs, tllC

use of imported tra,CtOrS is exponsivc, boomeraI噂S O教l

the cost prlCC‘S O川1C CrOPS and is ‘’el‾y Prejudicial to

thc collSC‘r、Tfttio量l l)f cattlc which is thc ⊥1丁とIi-1 drallght

force i獲l thc c間口1try ‥ tllC I…11bel' (‾)f b¥1ffaloes ill South

Viet Xam fc‘lし　fr。丁丁1 848′0(臆)0　m I9()j t(、 h3t),。。O 111

I97エ・

′l’o [)(→ CCO丁10micall)・ PI-Ofit(しblc‘‘こし11 CXPloitatioll l…畠

havc a皿ffic⊥C‘一一t arC‘a tO Cnablc its owner to grad‘1ally

mect hisnccd、 2md h飾c onough aI-d lo sparc t。

Carry Out t上しe “Sa,Vmg- 1m▼eStmel-t-PrOductl佃

PrOCeSS・ A漢丁aIでこしOf勅γee Aecl(ZreS Cm!10t Satisfl・ ll埴

COndition w′hich caし1 bc fし11fillcd bJ一しPrOPe吋(〉f

工5 lle`、IaγeS′こし1111ddlc-SIZCd pl‾OP。申(With擁ee (、γOAs

a　γeaI’, this urelしW皿provide /0/l)弓t’ひe /l硝ares o/

Cl‘l初aled Ja壷) for th。 mOdc裏-11izatiol‥)f {LgrlCl皿工re・

It conscque]一tly w⊥ll result i-1 the ba-1kruptcy of s皿a⊥⊥

estatc‘S Of three hcctares c肌SC‘d bll・ thc‘ J雄s contract_

Cd by l肌downcrs who will b。 tし1rIICd into fam-hands

(PrO、′ided iI工面icle巧’ C‘haple喜- IV, Whic‘h a皿)WS

APPENDIX

thc resi庇of larld上皿d the cこLPitこIlist conccI血a†i佃Of

land. That concentrとしtioll is thuS∴a丁=mPO「tとしnt (川一(江

tion and the premise of thc‘ impla†血Ig Of the capl-

talist modc of agricultur〔↓l production. Thic正s "lgra-

rian rc‘fnrm ’’1S thc flrSt症しge O=h糾しmc`thod which

is a,1med at doillg aWay With lhc` ngrlCし11tural cc(、mト

my. bascd on fcudal c‘XPloitz‘ti(一11 b)l・ the諭。llti。l] l)f

thc‘白renting systc‘1一十’ {踊1 it*∴COrOlla‘ry, J肌d reIlt,

in order to l-ePlこ‘Ce it by l旧Igricultul・al cc。T冊1y Of

small propert). Which wil⊥ 5PO両…COuSly sli(lくら1血)

a capitこLlist agrlCult‘一ral cc。I-Om5)・. It is thぐp証()(l of

もransitio11 and mcets th(` rCquireme血s of thC‘ C`諒lblis片

11丁ent Of zしCaPita,lism depcndi噂。{宜)rO⊥gn (xpit証um

and maintamcd il吊h(、 Or丁)l=)fしゞ impc‘rialism.

It is i宣l this dil・eetioll th証　thc‘ inしぐrぐsts∴。f f"1(lal

lanldlo置・ds, Who become indusしrial ur com}一1elCl記capl-

ta,lists,∴ )l∵しg置“lCultしlral devchp()I、.冊、温fegu訂rdcd,

that tllC iIltereStS Of th(、 Pぐ描鉦席rm drしm噂.d ¥油l(、

they are apparelltly PrO(…t(、。申tl一仁一I孔w i’∴弓L{冊i

士o Llle ’rillcr’’,白Lumd t() th〔、 P(‘帯a‖t了’工hぐ虹　m、

attl-aCtlVe SIog…S, b丁lt thぐI同士lty is (lult(、 diffぐreIlt

Only the　‥peこIS狛1tS ” wh《) `宜tvt` d()ll… t() P年y` fo}

modem tCChl-i(lし1C了’, that l章tt頂く、 Wh0 bcc。m(、証t五品へ

cd Lo the local o[ forelgil叫plt油sts, I-emこLii} 1…正

{)WllC`「∴∴ ′l‘hc others, lc番5　f白l-tしm血:, C飾l10l I-(、Sisし

ccしPlt&11St CO-1CCntr{ttio}l a11d will bC red11CC机。 PauPC-

rizati間and proIc‘tariza,tiol}. Whc‘the告しt(、冊一t famor

or zしfitrm ha-1d, the c‘ⅩPluhed m肌　ru皿」一IS in tl時

samc slし岨ti佃. Thc fcuda1 1a,11dlord of )′.CSt(汀d叫‘ 0「

the agl.1Cult-1ml cxploiting L)0番‥)=oday see古li=1…lC

cha-1gぐ(1 w⊥th∴th(、 f()I-m ”f cxpl〈)⊥t種ti(町1両　th(J



expIoiter is the same. It is in this sense that the neo-

coIonialist ambitions of the US must be understood.

There lies the essence a‘nd fundamental objcctive of

Thicu’s　=agra,rian rcform’’, and there too lies its

difference from Diem’s = agrarian reform∴ whether

it is ca,lled /)rOgγeSSi彬, γeひO有高0?7/aγy・ Besides, the

= sweati宣lg ” of the peasants wa‘S nOt SIow in commg.

The following story toユd by the Saigon DoIZg P初ong

(Oricnt) of September 23, 1974, is significant iIl this

respect‥ “Owing to thc shortagc of petrol, in all

thc provi-1CCS Of Trung Bo, hydraulic pumps grind

to a standstill ; Ca,Pitalizing o11 thc crisis, the rich

PeaSantS Set uP Old-tyPC irrlgation machines operated

by men or ‘しnlmals (n平as, Whe。s…) to sell 7O’aier to

the peasants by shamg With them thc yield of the

eighth lunar mOnth rice crop, at all ZLVerage rate Of

3O Or 4O‘ら(Or eVCn 5O’)。 in some regions) and offici-

ally recognizcd by thc rllral or district authorities

Who havc∴= partially financed the busilleSS ’’・ ’∫his

Outright comivance betwccn the administration and

lan皿ords can be scen in other fields at the expense

Of the pc'aSantS ‥　PrlC。S, loans, COllcction of paddy,

CtC.‥

’rhc March 26, ]97O `` agrこ高an reform ” provides

for thc distributio丁l Of about onc million hcctares to

8oo,OOO Pea‘Sant households・ Accordillg tO a, Statement

Of thc Mi-1istry of Agrarian Reform quoted by AFP

On May 23, 1973, 7工4,工3工hectares of land were白ex-

PrOPriatcd’’ up to March　26,丁973, belonging to

84,90工1andowners who ha‘d reccived 4],38o million

Pia‘StreS Of compensatio11S (abol-t 80 mi11ion dollars),

thc bala,nCe tO bc paid in thc course ofthe same yca‘r.

In his specch delivered lt Vung Tau on March 26,

1974 O}1 thc occasion of the =4th a.T-niversary of thc

PrOmulgation of thc land refom la,W ”, Nguycn Van

Thieu said that |.3 million hectires had been allotted

to　8oo,OOO Pea’Sant households a,lld another mi11ion

WOuld be distributcd in |974.

What a,re the lands which ha¥.e becn distri′buted to

the pea,SantS?

工f exception is made 。f the |・698・O2O hectares kept

by 84,9O工“ eXPrOPriated ’’ landlords (CaCh o=,hem

Can retain |5　hectarcs for rice cultivation alld five

hectares forthe cult of ancestors), Of 3OO,OOO hectares of

industrial crops, 3O5.OOO hecta.rc‘S bdongmg tO TruI-g

Bo landlords who 。aCh had less tharl I5 hJtareS, Of

22O,84O hecta,reS redeemed from the Frcnch coIonists

and reserved for the csta.blishment of agr⊥Cultural scttlc-

ments・ there rcmains hardly oI-e million hcct∈lreS for

distribution- However that ac「cage alrcady effectively

belonged to the peasants ’「o distributc to the “ reci-

PlentS Of la.nd reform ’’砂h(Z仕様y hZし)e “lready ozoweJ,

is a shccr bluff, and Thicu is only a, COunterfeiter. If

land for distribution rea,lly exists, this is only the

land snatched from the peasa,ntS Who had rcceivcd

thcir pIots from the NI「L.

ⅥIho then are the real beneflCiaries of Thicu’s

“agra,ria,Il reform’つ

As thc rcsult of US military operations, about 4 Or

5 millioll PeaSantS have taken refuge in towns・ Almost

all the |.2 million men of the Saigon regula,r amy,

half a million militiamen and 2OO,OOO POlicemen are



PeaSantS・ Those who remlin ill their villa.ges arc

PCnnCd i-1 COnCe細ltration camps dumg mOPPmg uP

opera,tions・ It is thus mainly thぐ白pclこLSantS’’(「)r rather

特cnts fomlng the framcwork 。f thc Saigon reglme

ln the countryside who p】-Ofit L)y thc　=a,gl-arian rc-

form‥ ‖1Otables of the rural [しdministration, members

of Thicu,s ‘・Democratic Party∵ autho一・ities respollSi-

ble for the miJitia, ‥Phocllix‘’pacificatioll brigade

agonts, bullics o士aJl kinds‥・ Thic`u himself (and his

family) is oilC Of the bigge暮しbcIIC‘ficiarics of his

‥agrarian refom,’‥ aCCOrding t。 the first communi-

que of thc =Committee of Struggle 。gainst Corruption’’’

he ha.s 11SurPed more than o11e thousa-1d hccta,rCS Of

fertilc land in various provinces・ It is the sa,me

with thc　‥expropriated,, landlords, mOSt Of thcm

living in the towns under thc protcction of the

amy after their lands ha‘d becn cxpropriated during

the la漢ld reform caI-1icd out by thc NFL. `‘Expropna-

tion,, is for them a wiT重dfall : 7工・4工3 billion piastres

werc paid for　7工4,13|　‥expropriated’’ hectares

(工OO’OOO Piastres pcr hectarぐ申r about ±4.O mill初

dollars forked out by the AmcrlCan and Victuamese

tax-PayCrS・ This is merely gangsiey本初,aised !0 #he

l帥el o! siate夕olicy・

Old or new, French or America,Il, COIollialism ha,S

always rcsorted to agγa毒an 40乙icy as a tool - SOme-

tlmeS efficient - tO divert thc pea‘SantS from t.hc

revolutio11a.ry Strugglc, tO COntCnd with the rcvolu-

tio11ary mOVement for their cLllcgiance, by grallting

thcm somc short-term intercIStS kn,OWmg they can be

recupc‘rated later. From Bao Dai to Nguyen Van Thieu′

by way. of Ngo Dinh Diem, the agrarian policy has

]1Ot Cha】一gCd in its csscnce, however lt丁na,y bc la-

()elled・ Whcreas Bao Da‘i’s agral-ia-1 1‾efom, SPOnSOr-

Cd by thc I寸cnch, hadcome to gricf. that of Ngo

Di車lh Diem was drafted at th(、 instig種tion of the

Americans whc11 thcy werc in a positio【1 Of strcllgth,

Whc}l- the peasants’movement wa,S CXPCriencmg the

`宮上oomiest days of its history∴ but it too petered

研一上On thc other hand, Thieu’s ``agraria,n rCform’’

W描(`flr一‾icd out foll。Wlllg thc‘ fail11rC ‘|f the　白local

War‘’despitc the i丁lterVention of half c‥11illion G工s,

Whm thc pea,Sa,ntS’movement led by thc‘ NFL had

libcratcd almost all the rural rcglOllS・ It was bom tO

5er¥′e ‥pacification∴ thc “Phoenix‥ operatio11S, the

backbolle Of =Vietnamization’’・ Vu QllOC皿uc himself

dec上ared that the main point (Of tha‘t POlicy) is to

“kecp lhc illhabitalltS ” This is also to　`(scoop out

water to catch fish.’’

In fact∴`The Americans did 11Ot SPend a huge sum

Without a hiddell desig]一; it is not by cha置丁Ce "r Out

()f pity that they have granted this excc‘Ptional favour

to the (Sa,igon) administration'　Sincc |97O, having

lost the war despitc an expeditionary force ha,⊥f a

教ni11ioll StrOng, they ha,Ve reCOgnized thc neccssity of

la,unChing a counter-Offcnsivc oIl the political front

bya-1 a‘grarian reform iIl the hope of winmng the

PeaSa【1t maSSeS OVer tO them’’(Saigonぐse paper Doc

Laか(工ndc‘Pe漢1denc`e, April |O, T974).

But how ca‘11 this ‥hybrid, American-(1‘1isling’’land

reform’’fuCCCed in the thick of thc tussle, When

lands cam1Ot be vcrificd, Whcn the mral populations



are constantly tra,nSfeI・red from one rcglOll tO an-

OtheI・, hundI・eds of thousallds of youths are ]Omlng

thc amy, and nobody knows how many pea,SantS are

PreSSganged into the paramilitary apparatus? The

Only outcome is that “Tha,nks to agrarian reform, in

the comtrysidc‘・ the peasa賀「tS havc become cnemy

brothers月(Saigonese paper 7“訪S研1g [Morning News],

March 27, 197工・)

Thieし1’s白agrarian reform’’neverthc‘less is approved

by somc sections of the urban bourgeoisic, fcudal

landlords・ O組cials) milita‘ry.mCn・ backward peasant

elements・ rCgrOuPCeS from the North'　rea‘Ctionary・

Catholics… But owl⊥lg tO thc fact that it is spearhead-

ed against thc toiling pea,SantS, the latter are totally

OPPOSed to it as the)′・ Were tO Dicm’s　‥a‘grarian

reform’“.

A morc importa11t fact is that it is dosely. bound

to thc∴白Viet11amizEltion‥　of the war, that is it is

directed against the nとしtional interest.

“ NIPPO-VIETNAMESE COOPERAT工ON ‥ pLAN

Apart from the Americans who are the ma,iI十` slecp-

mgPa宜ners ‥, Sa,igon also seeks thc = coopcratioIl ,’

Of othc'r CaPitalistic co1mtrics, Japan in the first

lplace-

Japan has bccn the biggest profitecI- from US aggres-

Sion against thc ¥γietnameSC PeOPle, havlng POCketed

工・5 billion do11ars per y.ear for supply. of war materials

and scrvicc to the　しTS expeditionary force, a.nd for

exports to the South Viet Nam market.

ba一一ks hcavily?n a‘id froIn Japa-l, PartnerOf

to achicvc its a.1mS.白As the food shortagcis

of plants for the manufacture of chcmical
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serious, in ordc‘r tO :LCCCIcratc lgrlCulture which

! basis of its ccol10my, South Vict Nam
 relics

y on JapfLnCSe aid for hydraulic constructi
ons,

ニ1On WOrk’rC"Pair of ma,in communication lines’

-tilizers, equlPment, agricultural machines and

hing tackle・ Though this aid is first intended for

riculturc, it also covers sa,nitary insta,llations and

blic utility works- and technical a.id which sh〇十-1d

gi¥で11 With solicit11de by JapaI- in col-rSC Of thc

hicvmlont Of that 
aid… ‥

ⅩothiIlg lnOre CIcarly cxprcsses the dctcmina,tion of

lgOI=0 ‘̀ coopcr…LtC ’’with its powcrful ncighbour

an thC加ovc declaJration made byNgし1yCnVanThieu

the Kalde皿I deleg祖)Il (エ) coning to South

et Nam in November 197() f。r = ccoIIOmlC PrOSPeCt-

3 alld co
operation
. ’’

Within thc framework of t]mt白cooperatlO漢1 ’’a flrSt

;しOf proiccしs (for thc‘ first ycars of the seventies)

LS ha,11ded t。 tllC Japa‘11CSC mission for aid covering

icfly:

- Irrigation works at Phan Rang a11d Binh Di重1h :

- Silkworm installこしtions :

- Repair of Da Nam fishing port ;

- Building of the My皿uan bridge ;

-工mprovemcnt of Saigon’s telecommunications

(I) OrganizatlOn Of the most po、、′erful Japanese trusts.
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- Construction of the powcr statioIIS∴〔一t Can Tho

and Saigon, Of the power carricr nctwoI-k l)a Nhim-

Nha Trang ;

-Watcr works at Da Nang, Xha Trang’My Tho’

Vinh Long, Rach Gia, Long Xuyen, Saigon ;

-- Construction of Da Nang commercial port ;

- Construction of a chemical fertilizer plant・

These works call for an investment of　26o million

do11ars, mOre thall tWO-thirds of which (工7O million)

W皿be supplied by the Japanese. Thus the sheepfold

is opcn to the wol、γeS !

POST-WAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN

At the ManiJa confercllCC held in Octobcr I966,

Johnson alld Ngし1yCn Cao Ky agrc‘Cd o工l thc bluc-

Printing of a　白Post-War eCOnOmic devdopment ”

Plan for Soutll Viet Nam.

At the Guam conferencein M描Ch I967, Johnsonand

Nguyen Val了rhicu restarted the busilleSS.

Eugcnc Black, PreSident of thc Bank for Internation-

al Reconstruction and Devc‘lopment was hurriedly

dispatchcd to Saigon in September I968 to speed up

the work.

The Joint Amcrican-Vietna,meSC Study Group for

the Post-War EconomicPla,n, Set uP m |967 under the

direction of Vu Quoc Thuc, StatC minister, and David

E・ Li11icIlthal (ェ) president of thC “Devぐlopment

and Resources Corpora‘tion ’’, after thrcc yc‘arS Of

WOrk, SCnt tO thc US and Saigon goヽγCrnmentS a 6oo-

Page rCPOrt entitled “ The Post-War Development of

thc Republic of Viet Na,m ‥ Policies and Program ,′・

Assisted by about　6o American a,nd Vietna,mCSe

SPeCialists of various cconomic sectors and great

SChooIs, the group wしIS backedby the " special funds ”

Of American aid according to thc agrccment signed

bctwcen the Saigon government alld USAID. The

UNO, through its rcpresentative in Sa.igon, the FAO,

the Asia‘n Developme-1t Ba,nk, the Intemational Com-

mittee for the Exploita.tion of the Lower-Mekong, also

took part ill the elaboration of the plan.

The Post-Wa,r Developme丁丁t Plan has thrce goals :

鵜=To raisc the sta‘nda‘rd of living of t.llC POPula,-

t.ion within the framework of repし1blican freedom so

tha,t thc masses becomc attacllCd to the reglmC.

-白To prepare future generations for long post-

Wa,r Slruggles so that they do not fall into the arms

Of thc communists.

一-白To build up a sovcrei即cconomy.

It is Jividcd into two stagcs:

-船!0γalio,ら1a‘Sting t】lrC(う　yearS (I97I- I973)

during whieh pr⊥Ority is glVel- tO the re-CSしablishmcI]t

(I) DしVi。 E. Iノ串ontlla,1 is thc fir3t Prestdent o=he Atomic

Energy Com工11ission (ÅEC) in thc US ‘lomina,ted by tl-e

powc重ful心生ol・gaれGroup・
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of industrial and agrlCulしural bases and to the build-

ing of long-tem WOrks such as hydraulic co11StruCLion ;

- Deひelopnbe初, SPrCading over seven years (r974-

198o) during which the goa‘ls to attain arc: tO

increase the gross mtiona‘l product, thc i-1COmC Per

inhabita,nt and individual consumption ; tO Curtail

public cxpenditurc and imports while increaslng

exports and fiscal reveIlueS ; tO CalTy Out a P(llicy and

financmg Of investmcnts by cncouraglng PrlVa‘tC

sa‘VlngS, aSking for more forelgn aid, rCVislng the

白la,W On investments,‥ organizmg the moneta‘ry and

capita‘l ma,rket言mPrOVmg the fiscal system, granting

adva.ntages and privilegcs to forclgn investments・

For this purpose, COllCrete餌ld adequa’tC CCOnOmic

POlicies should be spccified :

- Priority glVen tO a‘gr⊥Culture and ind‘lStry’

- delimit証jo:l bctwccn public scctor a11d pr⊥VatC

sector‥ thc IclttCr S量lOしIld dcvdnp accordir-g tO the

白frce cnterpr⊥Se Pm1Ciple’for it haS iしVCry impor上

ant role to pla,y m CCOnOmic development ;

-- Substitution of nationa,1 productions for imports ;

- i11.tenSifica,tion of cxports a‘11d forelgn aid,

- rCforming alld stabilization of prices :

- achicvcmellt Of fし一Il (mPIoymont ;

- rCOrgこmiれtion of l)l乱11111ng Org佃S ;

- ‘1evclopn接IしUf “ r(粗OllこしI coop〔)ra,tioll in Sout,h-

CaSt Asia言

- rCOrgallization of鉦a千lCCS (暮tatC bu(1get, CrCdits,

fiscal policy) and cllrrCnCy (cxcllangC, mOnCtary

a,nd capital market).

APPEN DIX

Appropriatc devcIopment programs arc also dcfincd :

agrlCul血e : forest exploitation’industry ; infrastruc-

tures ; SOCial, Cultural a,nd sanitary i11Stallations ;

reglOnal development・

In twelve chapters in thc English version’and in

fourteen cha,PteI・S i喜1 the Vietnamesc vcrsioll・ t,he

lcngthy rcport is Icss a whoIc ‥ plan ’’than a compIcしe

and adequatc cconomic policy with survcys of rcsour-

ccs, dctailed programs and collCrete taSks to achie、▼e

in all thc economic and fillanCial scctors for dcvelop-

ment during the period from 197I tO I980・

Though the work is but a l-CPOrt i漢1 WhlCh thc

肌thors “ prcscnt to the (Sa/igoll) government ol-1y a

co′砂Iele証印0諦on the whole of f一]turC PrOSPeCtS,

while estimating thEしt the utilizatioll Of the rcpoI‾t亀S

a basis for a lO-ye叶PI-Ogrann Of dcvc`1opmC¥1-t‘ W⊥ll

cnablc Lhc val・i(川S ministric‘S f111し1 gol′Cmnont Offic(、S

to use it for thc claboratioll Of theil一(lctallcd pla.ns,

o量丁C Ca,n find 2Lll Lilicnthal’s = 1・CCOmmend種tions ” in

the “ cconomic rcforms’’, thc /擁郁alld Za桃wc have

mcntioncd above. Thc Novcmber　|5, I97| “aしItmm

cconomic rcvol11tiol了, is a typica,1 cxlmPle of the

application of thc ‥Posしwar DcvcIopmcnt Plan”

clabora.しcd by Lilic‘l血r11 nnd Vu Q。OC Thuc.

It i暮110しw出し0ut rCaS。n tha.t USAID hfLS SPCllt

工3,9OO,。00 Pi篤しrcs (ol. [I7,8oo (1(批一一S証tllC ]970

rate of |18 pi(lSt]-CS) to financc thc work.

Wushingtoll・s ha-11(=s not illVisibl(、 and thC dircc-

tivcs a,rC ObvioしISly Amcrican.
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Bc‘Side thc ‥ Lilientha」Vu Quoc Thuc plan,・, therc

are also ‥ thc r撃Ort SeI-t by Ruth Russel of the Co-

lumb⊥a Stat〇 University to the Depa‘rtment Of State

in 197エ, t⊥1e COnfidcntial report of Emile Benoit of

the Colし一mbia State U11iversity to the Asian Deve⊥op-

ment Bank in I97I, thc survey of the Asian Develop-

me量lt Bank sc証in Apl-il r969 tO the Fourth Confer-

ellCC 。n Economic 。ev。opment in Southeast Asia;

the study of thc Japa,neSe Economic Rcsearch Center :

thc study of the wし)rking group of Prof. La,nge Of

thc Michigan State University.

Whatevcr their tendency’all thc‘Se Plans, rCPOrtS

and studies, ha,、・e a common denominator, Which js

to obtain the maximm advar血ges from tlle COndi-

tiollS Crea.ted by the war i11 Order to secure the

Permanent and llSting prcsellCe Of theし正ted Statcs

in South ¥γiet Xam.

入’GU】宅N XUAN LAI

Vie書namese Studies

(Alread)′坤blishe方)

I・ South Vlet Nam ’61

2. Agrieultural Problems (Vol. I)

3. Con山bution to the ÷Iistory oI Dlen B上en Pllu

年　Ngしlycn Du and Kleu

5. Educi高on i宣l thcDRVN

6. He冊11 Or拙1ization in the DRVN

7. P帯。S Of m、tOry(I945-I954)

8. Soutll Vict Nam (I95仁I90の

9. Withthc rlghtCrS Of Qua,ng B1血-V」n】l LlはIh

工O.　VICtn.しn1C.Se Women

IJ. Fallure of ‘`Special War’’

I2. Vjet Nml: FundこLment訂しPIO吊e)lli

3. Agricu=ural Problc重nS (Vol. H)

十　Literature and National Liber.1tio11 i11 South Viet Nam

5. Mountain Region5 and Natiom1 Mil10ritics

6. In F孔CC Of Americ持nAggrcssion (I965 - I967)

I7. Soutll Vlet Nam I968-TheDRVN at War

I8-I9・ South vict Nam : Rea冊es and Prospects

2O. AmC‘rican Failure

2I. Traditional Viet Nam

22・ Thc Ycar I968 (detailed chronoIogy)
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23. From the N読io皿l Front for Liberation to thC

Provisional Revolutionary Go¥′ernment

24. A Century of N〔Ltional Struggle (I847-I915)

25. 25 Y肌rS OfIユealth Work

26. G」lmPses of U.S・ Neo-CoIonil‘埴m (I)

27・ Agr上cultural ProblemS (Vol. I=上　Som。∴T。Cl,nical

Aspects

28・ Viet N寄m-La,OS-Czlmbodia I969-I97O

29. Chcmic:LI Warfare

3O. General Education in the DRVN

3I. Gli皿pses of U.S・ Neo-CoIonialism (H): U.S. Neo-CoIc_

nialism ill South Viet Nam

32・ Ethnographical Data (Vol. I)

33・ Indochi重la I97I-I972

34・ Rural Hcalth Work and DifeaSe Prc¥「《、ntion

35. Glimpses of U.S・ Neo葛C。lonialism (H1上∴U.S. Nco_

CoIoninlis】丁置ill S。u岨cast As;a

36. Ethnographical D乏しta (Vol. H)

37. Hue -Past ftnd Pl・eSCnt

38・ A8「王cultural I⊃roblems (IV)

39. Indochina: I97二〇丁()73 TしIming-PO証

For脇conク獄g ‥

40・ Linguislic Ess往ys

4I. Ethno3「申しic話D証u (Vo]. Hl)

Pγi偽d il吊he Den40Craiic I坤初c o/ Vtel Nam
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