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I _ THE ORIGINS

From the Stone Age

to the Bronze Aさe



∨　　　　Paleolithic aれd Heolithic

IET-NAM is Ioca.ted in Southeast Asia, Where the

appeara.nce of anthropoids had been noted in

many places.

In August [965, in a ca.ve located on the territory

of Tan Van village, Lang Son province, the disco-

Very Wa.S皿ade of remains of a.n a.nthropian and

teeth of ano也er one, CIose to the Sinanthropus.

Those remains are 9till being studied, but the date of

their appearance may be put, aCCOrding to preliminary

investigatious’ at the Middle Pleistocene’ about half

i m皿on years a卵.

The first traces of a real human industry had been

found in November |96o, On Mount Do in Thanh Hoa

PrOvince. At a height of 2O-3O metreS above the level

Of surrounding ricefields, Were found thousands of chip-

Ped stone splinters : CutterS and scrapers・ Among those

SPlinters were almond-Shaped hand-a.XeS, Carefully

chipped on both faces, and typical of the Chellean

Period・ The existence of a Lower Paleolithic in Viet-

h ma吋caves in Yen Bai, Ninh Binh, and Quang

Binh provinces, Where bones of a post-Pleistocene fauna

had been unearthed, teeth and ja.w-bones of Homo

Sa〆ens were discovered. And so man had continued to

Subsist over a. Iong period, gradually improving his

tooIs,′ albeit very slowly.



Towards the end of the Paleolithic, the Red River

delta had not yet been completely silted up. Man had

Sett重ed in the limestone hills bordering the plains, in

roomy habitable caves loca.ted near rivers and forests

Where fish and game abounded. TooIs were made from

Pebbles found in the streams. In Hoa Binh and Bac

So重I CentreS Of lithic culture have been discovered in

CaVeS, With tooIs, utenSi萱s, hearths and ash,eS, and kit-

Chen rema,ins, eSPeCially she11s a‘nd bones.

TooIs were made of roughly-Chipped stone and were

ellipsoid一,disc-,Or almond-Shaped ‥　CutterS, SCraperS

rectangular axes. Pebbles served as pestles to crush

nuts and grain. Gradual】y appeared the so-Called Bac

Son axe, Of polished stone. Too鳥made of anima,l

bones and homs have been seldom found・ It is prob-

able that bamboo was widely used to make stakes,

arrows, CutterS... A section of a bamboo trunk could

SerVe aS a VeSSel, Or eVen a. COOking pot (this is still the

CaSe at PreSent in the highlands). So did coconuts,

gourds and ca.labashes. Pottery made its appea.ra,nCe

in the Bac Son period. At first, baskets of plaitedbam-

boo were coated with clay to make them wa.tertight・

Fired, they loSt their bambco frames and became

earthenware. E¥7entually pottery was made without any

bamboo frame.

Food-gathering and hunting were the ma‘in activities.

No traces of agriculture, nO remains of domestic

animals, eXCePt Perhaps the dog, have been found.

In the same period, along the coast of Trung Bo,

man lived mostly from fishing. Shells from mollusks

Which had served as food made up enormous heaps,

Tカ年O毒gあのs・・.

five or six metres hi如and severa=housand square

metres in area, the most typical of which have been

fo皿d in Quynh Luu (Nghe An province). Those heaps

of empty shells contain also bones of皿anmals (deer,

buffalo, dog) and pestles with hollowed stones・ which

served to c則Sh grain. Many stone too宣s bave been

une arthed.

under ashell heap in Quynh Van, SeVeral tombs have

been found grouped together. The deceased had been

buried in a sitting position, With bent knees, tOgether

with a few tooIs and adornments, the latter being

made of shell, bone, StOne, Or little perforated beads

of baked earth. There are omamentS On the pottery.

on the walls of a ca,Ve in Hoa Binh, a dra.wing has

been found representing a being with an animal body

and a hum狐head, but with boms・ The presence of

shells in cives far from the sea-COaSt, and that of stone

tooIs in coastal places where stone was nOt aVa.ilable

seems to be evidence of some sort of exchange be-

tween those regions.

Towards tbe 3rd millenary B.C.’When deltas狐d

coastal plains had taken their present-day shapes-With

some places not yet silted up「there developed from

north to south, On the basis of pre-eXisting centres’

many Neolithic ones : On the littoral of Trung Bo and

of Ha Long bay’in caves a.nd other sites in the Cen-

tral Highlands, in eastem Nam Bo... Particularly worthy

of note is the recent discovery of a series of Neolithic

sites strung out along the banks of the Red River・

from Phu Tho province to near Hanoi・ The most cha-

ra。t。risti。 Site is Phung Nguyen (Pbu Tho), discovered
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in [958 and exca.vated in [959. There was found

a rich Neolithic industry of polished stone having

reached a high level, muCh well-decora'ted pottery,

and traces of fabrics. Dwellings were no Ionger located

in caves, but in the open. Recent excavations ba.ve

Shown that the area of that Neolithic culture compris-

ed essentially the present-day midlands north of the Red

River’Where legend puts the cradle of the Vietnamese

nation. This is the PHUNG NGUYEN civilisation.

Polished st one implements became more and more

SPeCialized. Axes and shoulder axes (Or OneS Wi血

tenons for haft王ng) were we虹polished, With regular

geometrical forms・ Various sizes and shapes, and

Set in hafts. `Man knew how to saw, dr田, and use

Various instrunents to f。l trees, Clear lange expanses

Of ground, build boa.ts, make wooden and bamboo

implements・ SCraPe tree-bark and hides’make rings,

brace重ets, ear-rlngS and beads out of bone, Shelらor

StOne.

Pottery-mcking reached a high level. The use of the

POtter’s wheel and the oven made itpossible to obtain

ite皿S Of good quality and various sizes and shapes :

POtS and vases’adomed mostly with geometrical

PattemS. Bone needles’SPiming-Wheels and shuttles

Of baked earth prove the existence of weavlng and

dothes-making・ AIong the coasts a.nd near rivers and

StreamS, Sinkers of baked cldy ha.ve been discovered.

So have projectiles of the same materia,l for hunting

With blow-Pipes・

The practice of agriculture and anima.l-breeding is

COnfimed by the discovery of hoeS’big earthen gra.1n

T加Oγうg諦6・・・

containers, Pig and buffalo bones・ It seems that rice

was grown in bumt-Out forest clea血gs on hill-SIopes

and in submerged fields in the plains. Indoohina is

one of the` regions where rice-grOwing had appea.red

at the earliest date.

While ma.n continued to live in caves in mountain-
ous regions’in recently discovered sites in the plains’

one has found traces of dwellings made of wood and

bamboo, Whose sizes seem to prove that they were col-

1ective ones. Vestiges of dwelling places spread over

tens of thousands of square metres’an areaL equivalent

to that of present-day villages. The imumerable狐te-

facts found in those places indicate the presence of

thousands of people, mcking up a multi-Clan tribe.

Houses were proba-bly built on stilts, aS amOng the

present-day mountain-dwe皿ing ethnic minorities・ The

annals say that “ our ancestors built elevated houses

to ward off attacks by tigers.’’

The wholesale manufacture of血plements and the

large quantities of adomments and decorated pottery

chow that division of labour had reached a high level.

The dead were buried together with　血Plements,

omaments and pottery' Often collectively・ Equality

in death proves that dass differentiation among

the living did not yetexist.

Skulls found in Hoa Binh, Bac Son, Quynh Van,

Minh Ca皿, SuggeSt tha't the people belonged to the

Australo-Negroid group. However’MongoIoid elements



appeared at a. very ea.rly da,te. Cross-breeding of Mongo-

loids coming from the north and Australo-Negroids ga.ve

birth to the group of southem Mongofoids who at first

CO-eXisted with the others but finally became predo-

minant. Ethnic gI:OuPS nOW living in Viet-Nam a.1] belong

to the group of southem Mongo置oids, but bear more or

less pronounced Australo-Negroid features. What hap-

Pened was ra‘Cia.I cross-breeding fron which sprang an

autochthonous group which developed its own culture -

not massive migra.tion bringing in any extemal civiliza-

tion. The study of stone tooIs and pottery from various

Neolithic and MesoIithic sites proves the continuty of

an intema‘l evoIution unfolding on・ the spot with its

OWn Original features.

冒he Bro職e Age

丁O慧業葦豊蒜‡霊竺諸芸需嵩
namese soil contains many deposits of coppe上, tin, lead

and zinc’and bronze industry underwent remarka.ble

development. western archaeologists - Whose excava_

tions were fol]owed by veritable pltmder -have given

the bronze civilization in Viet-nam the name of DONG

SON civi重ization’the first important site having been

discovered in Dong Son, Thanh Hoa province. In fact,

Dong Son represents an advanced stage of the Bronze

Age, and ma.ny sites have been discovered in recent

years alI over the territory of Viet-nam, With large

qtIa.ntities of artefacts ; a.11 told, about thirty sites

With tens of thousands of artefacts.

Th8 0γigi鵜・・.

The first copper, then bronze objects appeared beside

polished stone implements and earthenware with a

still Neolithic character. Sandstone moulds for manu-

faCturing axes, SPea.rS, and knives have been fomd in

ma.ny places・ The qua.1ity of the bronze and the shapes

improved little by little’eVentually ending up with

the rema,rka.ble crea.tions of Dong Son. This evolution

took many centuries・ While it was ma.rked by extema.]

elements, these were not decisive, aS daimed by West-

ern archaeoIogists・

On the strength of insufficient infoma-tion’and

inspired by more or less pronounced racist and coIo-

nialist feelings, SOme Westem archaeoIogists have even

put forward the theory that the bronze art of Viet-

nam had come from... Europe.

Recent discoveries ha.ve revealed three important

facts:

一The bronze art appea’red on the basis of Neolithic

industry ;

- It underwent a long evolution which brought

it to the remarkal)le creations of Dong Son ;

- It spread all over the territory of Viet-Nam, and

recently-discovered sites have revealed a wholly origi-

nal unity of civilization. (|)

重,鰐謹話霊詫品薄器e誌C豊盤。詰

襲藷轟轟襲讃
debates among Vjetna皿eSG historians.
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Discovered bronze artefacts are of the most diverse

kinds : PrOduction implements like ploughshares, aXeS,

SCythes, SCraPerS, CbiseIs for woodworking, needles・

gravers, fish-hooks ; domestic utensils like vessels, POtS’

basins, jars : WeaPOnS like a.rrowheads, SPearS, SabreS,

knives, ( halberds, a工mOur : muSical instruments like

beIIs, drums ; art items like bracelets, StatuetteS, etC・

The most remarkable objects are, incontestably, the

bronze drums・ They ha.ve been found in many places

in Southeast Asia and China, but i七is generally recog-

nized that the finest had been discovered in Viet-nam.

The one found in Ngoc h is 63 Centimetres high, 79

centimetres in diameter, and of cylindrical shape. In

the middle ofthe upper face is animage of the sunwith

radiating bea‘皿S, and sixteen concentric rings with the

most various decorations : geOmetrical pattems, flocks

of deer and aquatic birds, human figures, SOme Playing

musical instruments, Others pounding rice, Others

beating drums. The men are clad in garments made

of feathers of aquatic birds, Which give them an aspect

of bird-皿en-With proba.bly a totemic significa,nCe. They

danceto the tme of clappers. There are also small

buildings and houses on stilts and, On a Circular

swelling below the hea.d, boats a.nd warriors carrying

axes, javclins and arrows・ `

Those drawings and decorations present a double

character - realistic and sty]ized - which testifies to

the high artistic level of their authors. Most bronze

artefacts are also well omamented or finely shaped.



Civilization. The bronze drums were used during im-

POrtant festivals and ceremonies, eSPeCia11y invQCa-

tions for rain.

Bronzc pIoughsha.res’ SCythe and sickle blades,

drawings on implements representing rice plants or

PeOPle pounding rice-all testify to the development

Of agriculture. While cultivation on burnt-Out forest

Clearings continued, irrigated rice-grOWing also de-

veloped・ River and sea fishing wa.s widely practised.

草andicrafts, POttery making and bronze casting, having

壷eaChed a bigh level, bega.n to be separated from

agriculture. On pottery vessels, traCeS Of plaited

)bamboo strips can be seen : basket-making must have

known a br⊥lliint development.

Drawings on the bronze drums represent big

houses on stiIts a.nd big junks, SOme with towers, an

evidence of great progress in wood-WOrking.

Overseas excha,ngeS’eSPeCially with certa.in regions

in Southem China and I種donesia, are PrOVed by the

discovery in tombs of various objects and weapons of

the Warring Kingdoms period (5th-3rd centⅡries′ B.C.

in China.) while bronze drums of Dong Son manufac-

ture were sold in far-aWay lands.

In short’by the end of the first millenary B.C・, OVer

VaSt areaS Of VietnameSe Iand, a, high level of ma.ter-

ial and artistic civiliza.tion had been reached.

之　-　VS2裏
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富he HUNC ``長ing雷"　aれd the ‖Kingdom" of

VÅⅣ　重Å議G

ARCHAEOLOGICAL discoveries, eSPeCially theunearthing of a series of Neolithic sites along

the Red River from Phu Tho province to the neigh-

bou血ood of Hanoi, the legenda.ry history recorded

in the annals, and indications in old Chinese books

have supplied concordant infomation’mOre Or Iess

PreCise, On the begimings of Vietnamese history.

Early Chinese historians used the term BACH VIET

(The Hundred Yues) to desjgnate populations living
SOuthl Of the Yangtse river. In fact, this was a generic

term which invoIved various ethnic groups, amOng

them the LAC VIET, Who lived in the plains and

COasta萱　regions of present-day North Viet-nam and

Part Of present・day Chinese Kwangtung province.

The Lac Viet then co皿Prised fifteen tribes, with a

fixed habitat. They practised rice-groWing in fIooded

fields, tattOOed their bodies with images of aquatic

a.nimals, Chewed betel, lacquered their teeth in black,

POunded rice with handpestles. A series of significant

legends are related to this period :

The lord LAC LONG QUAN had married AU CO,

Who bore him one hundrcd sons. One day, he said to

his wife : ``I am a Dragon, yOu a Fairy. We can’t

remain together.’’He took fifty of his sons with him

to the plains and coastal regions, While the other fifty

followed their mother to the mountains・ One of Lac Long

Quan’s sons inherited his throne and was the founder

Tんe Oγig諦s…

Of a dynasty of I8 rulers known as the Hung =kings・,,

Legendary history puts the beginning of the Hung

dynasty as far back as 4’OOO yearS agO.

The “kingdom’’was called Van Lang and was made

up of fifteen tribes,the main one being that of Me

Linh, in Bach Hac’near PreSent-day Viet Tri. The

Hung kings ruled through /ac加α (Civilian chiefs) and

/ac血Ong (military chiefs) and bo c樟nd (Subaltem offi-

Cia.ls)・ The throne was hereditary : SO Were, PrObably,

the functions of施c庇u and /ac妬oJlg・.Thus an aris-

tocracy had come into being, While primitive com-

munes still subsisted, Where social differentiation

gradually deepened. War between various groups
SuPPlied slaves・

The last of the Hung瓦ngs had a daughter of great

beauty. Two suitors presented themselves. One was

SON TINH, the mountain genie, and the other THUY

TINH, the water genie. The king promised he would

grant his daughter’s hand to whichever came first with

the required wedding gifts・ Son Tinh arrived first with

the gifts, maITied the princess and took her to the

mountain to live with him. The fmstrated Thuy Tinh

u血eashed his waters against Son Tinh, but the latter

PrOVed to be the stronger of the two. However, a,t the

Same Period each year, the struggle resumes between

the genies, ending invariably in the victory of Son Tinh.

This legend reflects the struggle put up by the people

against the floods ca.used each year by the rivers in

SPate ftt the time of the summer monsoon. It is certain

that right from the dawn of their history, the Vietnamese

PeOP]e ha.d to organize themselves to bring the waters



under control, hence the necessity for them to get

together and build a centralized o喝anization’Which

was gradually consolidated as the deltas of the great

rivers were conquered.

W　　　富he Au　重ac関れgdom

HILE the Lac Viet organized themselves in the

plains and coa.stal regions, they mainta.ined

exchanges with the TAY AU (Or AU VIET) who lived

in the mounta.in reglOnS Of present-day Viet Bac, and

also in sone parts of present-day Chinese Kwangsi. The

Tay Au were the ancestors of the Tay’Nung, and

Choa.ng’Who now live in North Viet-nam and South

China. They mede up a federa,tion of tribes, Whose

centre was in present-day Cao Bang province. War also

broke out from time to time between the Tay Au a.nd

the Lac Viet.

Towards the end the 3rd century B.C., THUC PHAN

king of the Tay Au’defeated thc last of the Hung

kings, and merged the territories of the Tay Au and the

Lac Viet into the kingdom of Au Lac, in the year 258

B.C. He took the regnal title of AN ZUONG and

set up anl embryonic sta,te’With aぐ`Court∵’and an

army which was, aCCOrding to traditional history, a few

score thousa.nd strong. The territory of Au La.c com-

prised present-day North Viet-nam down to the Hoanh

Son spur’Without the mounta.inous area‘S SOuth of the

Red River and the mountainous westem parts of Tha.nh

Hoa and Nghe An provinces.

After his victory over the Hung’King An Zuong

transferred his capital from the hilly regions to the

plains, tO CO LOA (about twenty珊ometres from

present-day Ha,nOi). The Co Loa citadel is the most

import狐t historical vestige of ancient Viet-nam. It

was constituted by three rings of walls arranged in a

spiral, the outer ring measuring about 8’OOO metreS in

length, the walls being 12 metreS thick (25 metreS at

the base) and 3-4 metreS high・ The eaith walIs were

protected by pottery screens in some places, by wide

and deep moats linked to the Hoang Giing river, and

by watch-tOWerS and other defences・ In [959, at a

place 3OO metreS from the southem ramparts’WaS

unearthed a. stock of several thousand bronze arrow-

heads. Soon after, arOund the citadel were discovered

stone and bronze axes and arrowheads. In r966, three

bronze pIoughshares were jound.

The Co Loa citadel was a very lmPOrtant defence

work built with great art. Any extemal as$ault would

run into a series of comp賞ex defensive works・ Co皿-

munication between the citadel and the local rivers

made it possible to combine land a.nd water operations.

The voIume of earth moved to build it was about two

million cubic metres.

The construction of the citadel was probably not a11

smooth sailing ; the people pressed into service to

build it must have revolted many a time. Legend has

it that “demons,・ had disrupted the building work

until the Golden Tortoise genie came and offered his

help. When the citadel was completed’the genie
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PreSented the king with a magic claw which, uSed as

a trigger on a crossbow’WOuld give it devastating

POWer against aLny enemy.

The size of Co Loa and the presence of important

StOCks of bronze arrowhea,ds point to the existence of

a professional army and an embryonic state apparatus.

The Au Lac kingdomwas bom at the peak of the

Bronze Age’tOWards the 3rd century B.C・ We havc

Seen above how a.griculture and ha.ndicrafts had

blossomed’Which pre-SuPPOSeS a relatively complex

division of labour.

Whatwas the nature of the Sta.te and society in

thekingdom of Au Lac? Opinion is divided among

Vietnamese historians. Some think that Au Lac socie_

ty was one witb slaves, a fairly elaborate cconomic

Organization, and a Sta.te with a well-COnSOlidated

regula.r amy, aS eVidenced by the Co Loa citadel a.nd

the stocks of a,rrOWheads・ Inter-tribal wars are thought

to ha.ve supplied most of the slaves who served as do-

mestics, Participa.ted in agricultural and bandicr非t

WOrk’Or Were emPIoyed in the building of big defence

WOrks. The primitive commune remained solid, hoⅥ」

ever, although some of its孤embers might become

Slaves.

Other scholars, While admitting the existence of

Slaves in Au Lac society, think that in the main it was

not a sla'Ve One: PrOduction forces, although relatively

developed, Were nOt yet Sufficient to a.1low the setting

up of a rea.l exploiting class, a Cla.ss Sta.te. One should

not be fooled by the‘terms used to designate the買king”,

T加O′ゆ持S.・・

the “ nobility ’' and the ・・functionaries ” of those ti孤eS.

Such works as the dykes and fortresses could bave

been built even by primitive communes. By狐d large

Au Lac society rema.ined one where the primitive

commune, albeit on the way to disintegration, WaS

Pred omi n a.nt.

It must be-Said that neither thesis was definitely

supported by archaeoIogical researches and documents

collected so far. A number of fa.cts seem to confirm

the slave hypothesis, but give no precise indication as

tothe way of life and numbers of the ruling classes

。nd the slaves, the economic, POlitical and juridical

relationships between them, and the functioning of the

State. Researches, eSPeCially archaeoIogical ones, are

still continuing’and one ma.y hope that more facts

will shed new light on that so important period of

Vietnamese history.

However, as a reSult of archa.eoIogical researcb

over the last few years’the fo11owing facts have been

established :

_ The existence of man on Vietnamese territory as

ea.rly as the Paleolithic :

- The continuous development of human societies

from the Stone Age to the Metal Age following an

original pattem which depended essentially on inter-

nal, nOt eXtema賞factors (a皿ough the la.tter might

play a more or less important role according to the

va.rious periods) :

- The blossoming of a. very brilliant bronze civiliza-

tion which proved that society had grown beyond its

primitive state in血e few centuries preceding the

PreSent era :



- The necessity of building works to bring water un-

der control’Which imp重ied a centra‘lized organiza.tion ;

- The prolonged persistance of rura工communes and

the long-delayed appearance of private land ownership.

The well-eStablished fa,Ct is that towards the end of

the first millenary B.C there had appeared an original

and vigorous civilization, eSPeCially in the deItas and

SurrOunding areas, Which was soon to be subjected to

a decisive trial : COnfrontation with Chinese feudal

expa.nsion・, The best proof of its strength and orlgmali-

ty isthat it did not a,llow itself to be assimilated,

and following a. long resistance, WaS tO become a.n

independent national culture.

II _THE CENTRALIZED

FEUDAL STÅTE:

The LY and TRAN Dynasties

ql撮　fo j4th Ce加u高e$)



AFTER a long period of subjection to the Chinesefeudal empire, a Period ma.血ed by numerous

insurrections,血e Vietnamese people fimlly won ba.ck

their independence in the lOth century (r). Following

血e recovery of independence, the country gradually

tuned toward the creation of a centralized monarcbic

state. This centra.1ization was ma,de necessary by a.

double requrement :也e construction of great hydra.ur

lic works’Particularly dykes and ca,nals for the devel-

apment of agriculture, and the safeguarding of national

independence against the attempts at reconquest by

the Chinese Hnperial Court.

However, before a strongly organized monarchic

state could be set up the country had gone through a

period of instab址ty during which the tendencies to

feudal comminution still persisted・ It was only with the

establis血nent of tbe LY dynasty in |009 that the mo-

narchy could achieve rea.l stable power. The TRAN・

Who succeeded the Ly in |225, COntinued this work of

(|) The mo9t i皿POrtant insurrections were those of
- the two Trung sisters (4O-43)

- Trieu Thi Trinh or Da皿e Trieu (248)

- Ly Bon, Who founded the Kingdo皿　Of Van Xuan (544)

- Mai Thuc Loan (722) and Phung Hung (79重)

- Khuc Thua Zu, (9O5) whose vICtOry inaugurated the

Period of independence. An attempt at reconquest by the
Chinese feudal court was s皿aShed by Ngo Quyen in a battle

On the Bach Dang river (939).
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national unification and building until the end of the

I4th century. During 4OO yearS, the country developed

VlgOrOuSly in many fields.

珊e EcoれOmic, Socia霊and Pol紬ical Regime

under書heもy and the富ran

AFTER his accession, LY CONG UAN’Whose regrlalname was Ly Thai To, Ordered the transfer of

the capital to THANG LONG, the site of present-day

Ha,nOi, in roIO. Thang Long was to remain the capital

until the 19th century. He decreed a general amnesty

and the destruction of all torture instruments・ In lO54’

his successor LY THANH TON named the co。ntry

DAI VIET・ Under the Ly and Tran dynasties, the

regime was continuously consolidated’and it was only

by the cIose of the r4th century that deep transfor-

mations took place.

EconomIc DeγeIopmen!

叩der tムeLγ紬dぬe 7十紬

The king owned all the land by right. The State,

however, directly exploited only a sma,ll portion of

this land, Pa‘rt Of which wa.s distributed to members

Of the royal family and high dignita,ries as appa,nageS

and domains, and taxes weie levied on land owned by

Villages and individua-ls・ Thus, We have an agra-rian

reglme With several sectors :
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- State-exploited land :

- Appanages and doma.ins ;

_ Communa.1 la.nd ; and

_ Private land.

Land distributed to the nobles and high dignitaries

belonged to two categories. There were appanages

whose beneficia,ries had at their disposal both the

land a.nd the men : the peasants had obligations only

to the loca.l seigneur’ and were not required to pay

taxes or provide lわour to the State. In the great

domains, the peasants paid ient and ta.xes to the owner

and at the same time, had obligations to the State,

and remained direct subjects of the monarchy. Marsha‘l

LY THUONG KIET, for instance, reCeived in ap-

panage 4,OOO Pea‘S狐t households’but his domain

COmPrised another lO’OOO households. Appa.na.ges and

doma.ins rema,ined property of the king. When a sei-

gneur died, his heirs might inherit his land, but they

might also be dispossessed by the king.

Appanages a.nd doma.ins greatly increased in number

under the Tran, When nobles and dignitaries endeav-

oured to reclaim new lands, Of which they took posses-

Sion. Some of them used their power to seize∴1and be-

longing to vi11ages and individuals・ In these appanages

and domains, the peasants were real serfs, While the

SelgneurS kept a large number of domestic slaves. The

Ly had forbidden the sale of young men to be used as

slaves, but the order was rescinded under the Tran.

The slaves comprised fomer crimina.ls, insoIvent debt-

OrS, War PrlSOnerS・ In periods of famine, Children were



1履初a桝eSe S初d鯵es

SOld by their paLrentS aS Slaves・ Some seigneurs owned

thousands of serfs and slaves. These could not own

PrOPerty Or have access topublic血nctions・ Particularly

under the Tran’the nobles had their own amed forces.

Buddhist monasteries also constituted lange domains

With serfs and slaves.

The liberation of these serfs and slaves was the great

SOCial movement which was to shake the regime to

its founda:tion.

The larger part of the land, however’belonged to

thc villages’Which paid rent and taxes to the royal

administration. The vilIage population was periodical-

1y required to provide latur for the construction of

roads, dykes′ Canals, and to do miIitary servi。。. Th。

COmmuna=a.nd was periodically distributed among
the villagers′ under the direction of notaLbles, naturaト

Iy in a. mamer profitable to the latter.

Land appropriation by individuals became increas_

ingly frequent under the Ly;as early as the ||th

Century’the Ly had to promulgate legislation on the

Sale and purchase of land. A class′ of peasant-Ouners

血us appeared, in face of the seigneurs with large

The Ly and Tran kings attached great impoitance

to a‘griculture. At the begiming of each year, COntinu-

1ng a tradition ina.ugurated by Le Hoan, the king

himself ma.de a symbolic gesture by pIoughing a pIot

Of land’following a ceremony in honour of the god of

agriculture. In ]O38・ When King Ly Thai Ton was ad_

Vised by a maIldarin not to demea.n himseIf by such
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pIougbing, he said‥ =工f I myself did not do some

pIoughing as an offering to the god, how could I set an

example to the entire people? ’!

Tbose wbo stole or ki11ed bu鯖aloes were severely

Punished by law.

The dykes were glVen eSPeCial attention and manda-

rins were held responsible for their ma.intenance・ The

construction of numerous dykes and other hydraulic

works is recorded in the annals: Co Xa dyke in |1O8,

digging of the Da.u Nai cana,l in [O29’Of the Lam

canal in lO5O, of the Lanh Kinh canal in工O89. The

Tran on several occa.sions had dykes repaired and

canals dredged・ Particularly in r382, they ordered the

digging of several c狐als in Tbanh Hoa and Nghe An

provinces, and in r39O, Of the Thien Duc canal’nOW the

Song Duong・ Dykes were built along the Red River’

the Thai Binh, Ma and Chu rivers, and every year,

following the harvestタthe responsible manda.rins in-

spected the dykes and directed maintenance and repalr

work. In August |3I5, When the water level rose

dangerously, King Tran Minh Ton personally directed

the work. A mandarin advised him against such occu-

pation : “ It becomes kings to pra‘Ctise great virtues,

not to devote themselves to little things ,’: but another

digritary.retorted : ・・ When the country is threatened

by abig flood or a severe drought it is a. king′s duty

to take direct part in carrying out the necessary

measures. This is the best way to practise great vir-

tues.’’
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Dykes were also built along the coast to exploit

new land formed by the silt accunulating at the

mouths of rivers.

With administrative centralization言ntemal peace

and the safeguarding of national independence’agri-

Culture, the comerstone of the economy, COuld deveト

OP favourably. History records few severe fa血ines

under the Ly and the Tran. The kings sometimes

decreed a reduction of taxes言n order to encourage

the peasants.

Handicra,fts also developed rapidly. Cotton, Silk

and brocade weaving reached a high level. Multi-

CO16ured brocades were exported or presented to the

Chinese Imperia,l Court・ The development of silvcr’

gold, tin and lead mining gave birth to numerous metal-

WOrking and jewelry-mahing trades. The State minted

COPPer COins, Set uP WOrkshops for the manufacture

Of weapons, Cult objects, a.nd court ,gamentS. Bronze

mclting, eSPeCially for making bells, developed rapid-

1y. Pottery with high-quality enamels made grea.t

PrOgreSS. Bricks, tiles, and earthen sta.tues made in

the Ly period were famous.

Printing from engraved wood plates contributed to

the development of education and the diffusion of

Buddhist literature.

The development of handicrafts led the Tran kings

to divide the capital into districts, eaCh of which was

SPeCialized in some tra.de. In the [3th century’the

CaPital had 6| districts each of which was occupied

by a guild.



The growing shipbuilding industry wa.s able to

build big junks with as many as one hundred oars.

The capital Thang Long.became血e great commercial

Centre Of the country, and markets were created in

many places・ A Mongolian ambassador who visited

the country ih the ]3th century related t車t village

m調kets gathered twice a month’With =plenty of

goods ′,・ and on the highwa.ys a market was seen every

flVe miles・ There were also relays established by the

authorities, Where tra.vellers could rest.

Tra,d血g between the delta and the mountain regions

developed ra,Pidly, the plains exchanging salt and iron

tdoIs for forest products. Trading with ChiIla WaS

Practised at special places nea.r the frontier or at the

POrtS. In exchange for fabrics, the Chinese got essen-

tla.l oils言vory, Salt and other minerals. The silk trade

WaS Subjected to rigorous regulations by the-State,

Which sometimes engaged in commercial operations・

Javanese and Siamese vessels came to Van Don port

for Vietnamese goods・

In 128o, King Tran Nhan Ton instituted a unified

unit of length for wbod and textiles.

Commerce thus began to develop’but merchants

Were nOt held in high esteem, and extemal trade was

tightly contro11ed by the State.

SocIaI Liた　り競der

沈e LY a競d捉e T馬月N

At the top of the socia.l edifice were the king and the

royal family, Who lived at the royal pala.ce situated in

3- V.S2重
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what is now the Ngoc Ha. district. The colunns and

WOOdworks were I昂nted red and dec?rated witb

dragons, Phcenixes and Immortals・ At the main palace

gate stood a pavilion with a big belI.

Anyone wishing to present a request or petition to

the king would ring the bell. Th6 king often wor叩

daLrk yellow robe and a red coat. In mid-autumI? he

WOuld preside over a water festiva;l (PrObably on t塵

Great Lake) witb hundreds of gondo塵and various

entertainmcnts, eSPeCially a water puppet show. From

the middle of the lake emerged a hug6 goId-COIoured

t?rtoise bearipg on its back three platfoms on whicヰ

dancers performed.

Besides the royal family, the feudal dass comprised

mandarins, COurt dignitaries, holders of la,rge domains,

land-OWnerS SPrung宜om great families. The higher

offices were reser読d for members of the great aris-,

tocratic families : Only the sons of such families and

Of mandarins had access to the mandarin competitions.

The Buddhist bonzes should also be counted among

the feudal cla.ss’aS the monasteries constituted great

domains tilled by ser率.

The popular classes comprised peasant owners,

merchants, free peasants in the villages, Craftsmen,

Serfs and domestic slaves・ They were forbidden by law

to dress and wedr omaments llke the privileged classes.

The slaves could only marry people of thelr OWn

class.
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Since the very beginning of their reign, the Ly

endeavour to consolidate the State apparatus. The

COuntry Was divided into twenty-four provinces entrust-

ed to near rela.tions of the royal family. The centralized

monarchy govemed with the assistance of this aris-

tocra.cy. The princes of the bIood had their persona1

appana.ges and their own armed forces. The Co呼t

hierarchy was a. strict one with a double body of civil・

and military mandarins. T血ese ma租da.ri腿received no

Salaries,狐d lived on the rents and taxes pa遭by the

POPulation under their administration. But' gradua11y

a manda.rin burea,uCraCy Came into being, Paid by the

monarchy with taxes on la,nd holdings, handicraft and

fo購st products, and market sa.1es・ Little by little, the

administration lost its familia.l character.

Bonzes played an importa.nt roIe as advisers to tbe

king. The founder of the Ly dynasty was put on the

throne with the help of a prominent bonze, Superior

Van Hanh. Bonze Vien Thong was entitled to honours

reserved for the heir to the throne.

In 1242, a Village administrative machine was insti-

tuted by the Tran. Until then, the royal administration

COVered only the province a,nd district Ievels・

The monarchy ga.ve special a.ttention to the building

of a powerful amy. Serfs were not takenl into the

army, and commanding positions were reserved for

members of aristocratic families, the highest posts for

members of the royal family. For the protection of



the king and the roya.1 palace there wa.s. a. special

guard. Milita'ry Service, WaS eXtended to the whole

POPulation, eXCePt the serfs・ The conscripts 、underwent

a‘ Period of training, then retumed to their villages to

COntinue their work on the fields・ This policy of the

PeaSant葛SOldier made possible the mobilization of large

forces whenever necessary. Tra.ining was done regularly

and, aCCOrding to a Chinese amba.ssa.dor a.t the time,

WaS Of a high level. Under the Tran, the pr二nces and

SelgneurS OWnerS Of great domains ha,d ltheir own a.r-

mies made up of serfs and slaves・ Sons of great fami-

1ies were trained in the art of war in a military school.

TRAN HUNG DAO, Who defeated the MongoIs, WrOte

a handbook on military art for his officers, use.

The Ly also introduced a written legislation. In ]O42,

King Ly Thai Ton ordered his mandarins to “ amend

the laws and regulations so as to adapt them to the

PreSent Circumstances, tO Classify ・them, tO COllect them

into a. penal code which ca.n be ea.sily understood by

all. ” It is reported in the anna.]s that the code, When

C6mpleted and made known to the papula.tion, WaS

Welcomed by a11. The redemption of delinquents and

Criminals was regulated : eXtremely severe punishment

WaS decreed for the “ ten ca.pital crimes, ” pa.rticularly

that of rebellion. Under the I;y it Was forbidden to

Sell 18-year-Olds as slaves ; there were laws on the

PrOteCtion of draught anima.ls and on the mortgage

Of land・ Penalties were prescribed against piracy and

extortions by mandarins. This legislation was perfect-

ed by the Tran. It shou書d be noted that the law gave

SPeCial attention to the prevention of rebellion;

Tん` C鋤ルalわ′d...
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While the delta had完homogeneous Viet (or脇h)

POPuIation, the mountainous regious were inhabited by

numerous ethnic groups, and the relations of the cen-

tral govemment with these mountain populations con-

Stituted a. most thomy problem for the monarchy. The

historical reIations between the Viet majority nationaト

ity and the minority nationalities had a dual character of

integration and antagonism. On the one hand, the delta

and the highla.nds were economica11y complementary

and needed each other ; they were also cIosely bound by

the necessity of a common defence against foreign ag-

gressors. The different nationalities therefore had a

tendency to unite pro餌essively into a single nation.

On the other hand’the Viet feuda.1ists, Particularly

the monarchy and the mandarins, SOught to exploit

and oppress the minority nationalities, Which led to

frequent revolts and the ensumg rePrisals.

In the |工th century, When the Ly dynasty began, the

frontiers of Dai Viet in the north and northwest had not

yet been clearly delimited. Particularly important were

the common frontiers with China in the north and north-

east; these reglOnS Were inhabited by TAY and NUNG

PeOPle whose allegiance was of prime importance for

the Dai Viet kingdom. It was vital to incorporate thcm

in the nation.

The Ly kings often sought alliance with local chiefs

by glVlng them pmcesses of the blood in marrlage,

Or by marrying tbeir daughters. These alliances made

it possible to constitute. a defensive zone along the
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Chinese frontier. However’this policy of alliance was

accompanied bJ miIitary operations’and in every

reign’One Or mOre eXPeditions were conducted against

momtainous regions′ SOme led by the king in person.

The revolt of NUNG TRI CAO, in Cao Bang province

WaS the moot important one. The No噂fomed an

ethnic group related to the Thai and ray, living on

Dai Viet territory and in South China. In lO36 a Nung

chief procla.i皿ed himself king’rePudiating the suze-

rainty of the Ly. He was beaten a.nd captured in IO36

by King Ly Thai Ton. His son Tri Cao succeeded in

ro4工in carving for himself a territory wPich he named

血e Dai Lich kingdom. But he too was captured by

the Ly trQOPS, and King Ly Thai Ton made him chief

謹。悪霊a‡誌e詰書l霊n惹S諾
With great difficulty did the Chinese imperial tro叩s

defeat‘‘ him at lastγ in |O53. Whenever pursued by Chi-

nese troops Tri Cao would request assistance from

the Ly, Who, however′ did not da.re to send troops

into, China.

富he Safeg細ard血g of National In置ependence

DESPITE repeated failures, the Chinese imperialdynasties had not given up the hope of recon-

quermg Dai Viet. It was the glory of the great Ly and

Tran dynasties to ha.ve defended national indepen-

dence, the Ly against the Sung in the Hth century’

and the Tran against the MongoIs in` the [3th century‘

重んe C′初タの巌館...　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　紗
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S品g: LY捌けONG K肥T

Frontier incidents bet高een Dai Viet and the Chinese

empire were revived by Nung Tri Cao’s revolt’Which

also reve。.led the wea.kness of the su壷in South

china. The Qua壷Nguyen district, rich in precious

minerals, Wis claimed by both parties :but the Ly

kings, a.S We ha.ve seen above, had practicalIy incor-

porated the region into the Kingdom through a. clever

POlicy of a11iances・

At the Court of China, there still was a faction who

advacated the reconquest of Dai Viet. In [O69’in aLn

attempt to find a remedy to a serious economic and

social crisis, the Sung empero書ga.ve full powers to a

bo量d refomer nlamed Wang Ngan-Che. As the result§

of the reforms proved disappointing’Wang Ngan-Che’

to sa.ve the Sung’s prestige and seize Dai Viet’s wealth’

decided to send a great expedition against the Ly・ In

ro74, the provinces of South China. received the order

to strengthen their amies, arm COmba.t junks’and

stop trading with Dai Viet・

At the Ly court, the reigning king being only ten

years old, all powers were concentrated into the hands

of Generalissimo LY THUONG KIET, Who decided

to take the offensive to forestall the Sung.

Two amy corps totalling lOO’OOO men Were Sent

to cbina in ]O75, One by land under the command of

TONG DAN, a Nung chief, the other by sea.’under

the command of Ly Thuong Kiet himself・ The latter

cleverly expIoited the Chinese popula.tion's disconten上



With Wang Ngan-Che,s refoms, and appeared as the

liberator of the peoples of South China. Placards were

POSted up to denounce the refomer and proclaim that
Ly Thuong Kiet,s onl)γ desire was to ensure the weト

fare of the people. The Ly troops were enthusiasticaIly

Welcomed by the population and easily occupied many

localities. The Generalissimo invested the Yungchow

StrOnghold which fell after 43 days of siege, On March

|St, ]O76. The citadel wa.s razed to the ground ; Other

StrOngholds suffered the same fatc.

The Sung prepared for a counter-Offensive by form-

mg a cOalition with Cha.mpa and the Khmer king-

dom. In April lO76, having atta,ined his aim wh土ch

WaS tO destroy the Chinese stagipg bases, Ly Thuong

Kiet withdrew his troops from Chinese territory. Ear]y

in lO77, the Smg troops, having forced their way

through the frontier passes, faced the Ly amy across

the Nhu Nguyet river (now the Ca.u river)・ Fi叩e

fighting ensued and the Sung amy was unable to

CrOSS the river. It was in the course of this battle that

Ly Thuong Kiet composed a poem and had jt recited

during the night’making his men beljeve that the

river god was speaking ‥

qひer ihe so寂heγn mOuniains and γiひers, ihe EmクeγOr

Ol ihe Sou脇shan reig徹,

This zg’aS Ze’r擁e?4 do紗n読;he Boo鳥o/助auen.

Hoze, darG /hose baγbarians擁/ade ou録SO;江

They章雄I s初γdy meeタ擁h deleat.

Its morale bigher than ever, the Ly a.rmy repelked

the attackers, Who were also decimated by diseases.

Ly Thuong Kiet then made a peace proposal’Which

induded the cession of five frontier districts (now Cao

Bang and ‘Lang Son provinces). The Sung accepted.

It was in ro77. Two years later, through negotiations,

the Ly recovered the ceded territory.

Ly Thuong Kiet was the architect of victory. An

outstanding strategist, he was also a great politician

Who knew how to win the hearts of the popula.tions

and inspire his troops with enthusiasm. The solidity of

the regime established by the Ly was conf子rmed by

this brilliant victory over the Chinese imperial amies・

The Tran further strengthened the country’s amed

forceS, Which enabled them, tWO Centuries later, tO

repel the Mongol invasion・

題he Glorioはs Resis章ance agaiれSt the Mongo]s

lN
the beginning of the 13th century・ Gengis Khan,

hav王ng un班ed Mongol王a, Started a war of con一

quest against China・ In ]253’ Kub上lai conquered the

Nam CI]ieu kingdom (now Yunnan province), thus

reaching the Vietnamese　缶ont王er. The MongoIs de-

manded passage through Dai V王et in order o attack

the Sung from the South (|257), but the Tran refused

to comply. A Mongol army invaded Dai Viet, SmaShed

the defences, Seized the capi tal Thang Long which was

put to fire and sword. The Tran k王ng left the capital,

Which was also at)andoned by the population. The

Mongol a.my could get no food supply and fa.red badly

in the tropical climate. A Vietnamese counter-Offen-

Sive drove it out of the capital. In,his retreat the
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enemy was attacked by local pa.rtisans belonging to

an ethnic minority group in the Phu Tho region.

That was the first Mongol defeat・

When they had become the masters of China., the

MongoIs grew more and more exacting towalds Da.i

Viet. Despite concessions by the廿an’the MongoI

Cburt remained intransigent’dreamjng of conquering

bo血Dai Viet and Champa. Relations between the

two countries remained tense′ and the Mongol envoys

behaved a.rrogantly at the Tran Court. But the Tran

Were nOt inactive’and seriously prepared for the

defence of the country.

In I28工, TRAN ZI AI, a member of the royal fa,m王ly,

Wa,S Sent aS an enVOy tO China. The MongoIs persuaded

him to accept their investiture as King of Dai Viet.

He returned to the country with an escort of one

thousand soldiers to ascend the throne, but the Mongol

escort was beaten and he was captured・

In the meantime, the MongoIs had completed prepa-

rations for an expedition by sea, against Champa. By

the cIose of ]282, a Mbngol general, Toa Do (Gogetu)

linded in Champa and seized its capital in 1283. But the

Cham resistance decima,ted the Mongol amies. In r284,

Toa Do began withdrawing his troQPS, regrOuPjng the血

in the northem part of Champa’near the Vietna.mese

frontier’aWa.iting further developments.

For Kubilai had been prepaiing for a powerful

expedition against Dai Viet and Champa., uhder the

COmmand of his son Thoat Hban (Togha.n) : 5OO,OOO

CaValrymen a.nd infantrymen were to rush southward
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to push the frontiers of血e Mongol emp壷to the

southemmost partof the Indochinese peninsula.

King Tran Nha.n Ton was aware of the enemy’s de-

sign. As early as [282 he ha.d assembled and consulted

all princes and high dignita.ries on actions to be taken ‥

the unanimous answer waS tO fight・ Prince QUOC

TOAN, Who was only sixteen’reCruited a guard of a

tlmusand皿en tO gO tO the front. At the cIose of I283,

all princes and great dignitaries were ordered to put

their troops under the supreme command of TRAN

馳UNG DAO. A congress of village elders from all over

the‘ country was convened’and the following question

put to the皿: ・・ Should‘we capitulate or fight? ”A great

cry rose fro皿the assemblyv `` Fight ! ”

me MongoIs dema.nded that their troops・ be allowed

to pa,SS through Da.i Viet te正tory for the invasion of

Champa. At the 。ose of ]284’血ey crossed the fron-

tier. The Vietnamese forces, tOtalling a. mere 2OO,OOO

men, COuld not w皿stand the first垂pact. Tran Hinng

Dao ordered the evacuation of tne capital and wa‘S ask-

ed by the king : ・・ The enemy is so strong tha.t a pro-

tracted war might bring terrible destructions upon the

people. Wouldn,t it be better to lay down our ams to
savc the population? ” The Generali5simo answered ‥

‘・工perfectly understand Your坤esty,s bumane feel-

ings, but what would become of our ancestors’land’

of our forefa.thers, temples it you want to surrender’

please ha,Ve my head cut off first. " The king was

reassured. Hung Dao wrote a ha’ndbook on military art

for his officers, use and issued a famous appea,1 which

so inflamed his men that士hey all ta,ttOOed on their
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ams : `` Death to the MongoIs ! ” In the viIlages pla-

Cards were posted up which enjoined the population to

resist the invader by eve重y POSSibIe means aLnd, in case

Of necessity’tO take refuge in the forests and moun_

tains and continue the struggle.

In ea.rly ]285・ the MongoIs captured several positions,

CrOSSed the Red River and entered Thang Long. The ca-

Pital was ransa.cked, its inhabitants massacred. GeneraI

TRAN B工NH TRONG was made prisoner. As the ene-

my tried to win him o、γer he said : “I would rather be

a ghost in the South(工) tha‘n a Prince in the North ! (2) ”

- and was cxecuted. The Mongol general Toa Do left

Champa to effect a junctlOn With the amy ]ed by his

COIIeague O Ma Nhi (Omar). A VIetnamf)Se aLrmy under

the command of Tran Quang Khai was beat。n Off wh。n

it tried to block his way in Nghe An province. The

Mongo川eet was crulSlng On the Red River. Many

PrlnCeS and nobIes, amOng them LE TAC and TRAN

ICH TAC’betrayed their country. The Tran Court had

to take refuge in Thanh Hoa province. The Mongo]s

Were masters of the greater part of the Red River deト

ta and of Thanh Hoa aロd Nghe An provinces, that is

the major part of the country.

However・ in the process the MongoIs were forced to

SCatter their forces into a muItitude of vuInerable posts

a.nd pa.troIs whose ta-Sk was to keep open their com-

munica.tions. In the first months of r285, in the Mid-

lands, Iocal chiefs infHcted losses on the MongoIs

(重) Mcaning Vieト皿a皿.

(2) Meaning China.

看菓種菓葛菓すー
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while in the delta the population’Creating a. vacuum

before the enemy, denied them all sources of supply

and put them in a most difficult position. The deter-

mination of the Tra.n co皿mand could thus be brought

into full play・

From Nghe An province’Toa Do,s troops, harassed

by guerrillas, tried tb move up the Red River and join

the Mongol amy stationed farther north. The Tran sent

5O,OOO men tO meet them’and the MongoIs suffered

a severe defeat at Ham Tu (Hung Yen province)・ Fired

by this victory’Tran Hung Dao,s troops dashed to-

wards the capital. CHUONG ZUONG, an OutPOSt 2Okm

south of Thang Long, WaS taken. And while the Tran

king with his troops eft their Tha血Hoa refuge to

advance toward也e capital’the population rose up’

ha.rassing the rear of the Mongol amies. Enemy troops

evacua.ted Thang Long and withdrew north of the Red

River. The bulk of the Vietnamese forces was hurled

against Toa Do, a.rmy, Which was crushed at Tay Ket

in July r285 ; the Mongol general was killed, 5O,OOO

Of his men captured・

After posting troops a.long the road of the enemy’s

retreat towards China, Hung Dao staged a frontal

attack aga.inst the Mongol amy. As the Iatter recoiled・

it fell into murderous a皿bushes. Thoat Hoan, the

MongoI commander-in-Chief, eSCaped by hiding in a

bronze cask. By August [285, the whole country had

been libefated, and the Mongol amy of half a. million

men beaten.

Kubilai was forced to give up a planned invasion of

Japan to ma.ke preparations for a revenge expedition
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against Dai Viet. As the Tran princes sought to recruit

new troops, Generalissimo Tran Hung Dao toId them :

`` The strength of an army lies in its quality, nOt num-

bers.,, And to the anxious king he sa.id: ・・Our troops

are now better trained’While the enemy’having suffer-

ed defeat, has Iost his morale. Victory wiIl be easier.,,

In late 1287’Thoat Hoan again crossed the frontier

With 3OO,OOO Inen While a Mbngo] fleet of 5OO VeSSC痔

WaS heading for the Vietnamese coast・ The Tran king

agqin left the capital. The Mongol genera賞O Ma耽i

Sent him this wa(ming: = Even if you fled to the skies'I

WOuld go after you. I would pursue you to the bottom

Of the sea.s, tO the heart of the forests’if necessary ! ”

The M叩goIs sought to occupy more a.nd more territory,

Only to find a vacuum around them. The Yuan (name

Of血e Mongol dynasty) amals related: “The Giao

Chi (Dai Viet) population hid the江rice and fled. ” The

invading amy ran short of supply. Thoat Hoan order-

ed the capital set afire, then withdrew north of the

Red River; during tha,t time址s troops were consta,nt-

1y harassed by the Tran amy and the populaLtion.

At Van Don on the coa?t (near present-day Hong

Gai), General TRAN KHANH ZU kept a tight watch

On Mongo霊supply convoys・ He canght the enemy fleet

by surprise, destroyed it狐d seized the food cargoes.

The enemy was greatly demoralized on hearing the

‘neWS・ The MongoIs piIlaged the pop櫨lation, Who resisted

heroically. Thoat Hoan was told by his genera.ls : “ We

have no more citadels left, nO mOre food ; the strategic

PaSSeS have been lost, and summer will soon come

With its train of diseases. We′d better withdraw. ” The
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Mongol retreat was effected by land through Lang

Son and by sea’With a fleet sailipg down the Bach

Dang river.

Tran Hung Dao used Ngo Quyen’s old stratagem :

iron-tipped stakes were planted at the mouth of the

river. Then General PHAM NGU LAO was sent to Lang

Sもn to. occupy the mountain pa,SSeS. Tran Hung Dao

himself took the bulk of the troops across the Hoa river

(Kien An province) and launched a big offensive.

When cross垂the river, Hung Dao made this public

oathl: ・・If the MongoIs are not defeated’We Wi11 not

recross this river. ’’

At bigh tide, the埋mgo=leet Sailing down the

霊註
Dang wa? engaged by a small Vietnamese fleet

soon retreated. O Ma Nhi ’s forces were pursuing

jt when Tra中耳ung Dao’s army turned up. The Mongol

fleet beat ahasty retreat, but by this time the tide

wqs ebbing and the Mongol junks broke up on the iron-

tipped stakes・ O Ma Nhi wa$ made prisoner・ [OO Of

h卑unks were destroyed’anOther- 4OO CaPtured (Apr。

3,工288).

Thoa.t Hoan was terrified on leaming the news, and

hurriedly withdrew. His troops were decimated during

their retreat. That was the third Mongol defeat.工n late

1288 the Tran king wisely sent a mission to China to

negotiate′ Offering a tribute to the MongoI Court・ In

|289’he retumed to the MongoIs the captured generals

and officers. The Chinese Court wanted more than this

foma.l recognition of suzerainty but its demands were

not accepted. In 1293, the MongoIs began orga.nlZlng

another expedition but Kubilai died in 1294 and his
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SOn Timour discarded the project. The new rul。r

established friendly rela.tions with Da,i Viet, Which

COntinued to pay yearly tribute to the MongoI Court.

The p血cipal cause of th訪ictory over the MongoIs

WaS the strength of the sorio-eCOnOmic regme estab-

1ished血der the Ly and tbe Tran, and the corrcct

m距ary line followed by the, Tran command. The

monarcby and the nobles had deveIoped agriculture

and instituted也e peasant-SOldier reglme; and so tl

When wa.r came’the whole Ila,tion unded around its

Chiefs’ea,Ch ma,n becoming a comba.tant. The chiefs

Of ethIlic minorities in the叩untainous regions also

COntributed to victory. National unity became a

rea.1ity. National consciousness,皿Oulded in the course

Of many centuries of struggle against foreign nggres- “

SOrS and consolidated by the esta.blishment of a stable

Centralized power・ ha,d been considerably strengthened.

Generalissimo Tran Hung Dao never failed to seek　薄

the support of the population in his fight against an

enemy superior in number and ama.ment, and used　灘

appropriate stra.tegy a.nd ta‘Ctics. He readily left

the towns・ and even the ca‘Pital・ in case of necessity,

avoided combat when the enemy w亀s too strong, l

resorted to harassment by guerrillas, reSOluteIy took

the offensive whenever circumstances were favoura.ble.

The fierce detc‘rmination of the commlnd galvan三zed

ShortlJγ before Tran Hung Da,O died in [3OO, King

Tran Anh Ton, COming to visit the Generalissimo,

a.sked him:買What should we do, in case of a new

invasion from the North? ,. Hung Dao replied : “ Th6
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enemy relies on numbers. To oppose the long with

the short - there lies our skill. If the enemymakes a

violent rush’like fire and te皿peSt’it is 'eaSy tO defeat

him. But if he shows patience, like the /Silkwom nib-

bling a‘t the mulberry leaf, if he p重oceeds without

ha.ste, refra.ins from pillaging the population, a,nd does

not seek a, quick victory, then we must choose the

best generals aLnd elaborate adequate tactics, aS in a.

chess game. The army must be united and of one

mind, like father and son. It is essential to treat the

PeOPle with bumanity, SO aS tO Strike deep roots and

ensure a lasting base・’’Ever since, the memory of

Tran Hung Dao is honoured at the Kiep Bac tempIe.

cu重tu章aL量Development unde着

‡he重Y and the富RÅN

(硯か1 4!心Cent櫨rie少

門蒜豊誓書誓書豊謹書0霊
Centra,lized power under the ′rran and Ly dyna.sties

brought a,bout the development of na.tional culture,

Which was original thou如　strongly influenced by

Chinese civiliza.tion. Public and spiritual life wa?

inspired by twp great doctrines : Buddhism a.nd Con-

fucianism. Ama.1gamating with national traditions,

these doctrines constituted a fund of ideas and creeds

common to literature and art

4-丁′.S. 2I





The Predomj競ance of BtIddh高m

Buddhi狐WaS at its apogee under the fy whose

accession to the throne had been favoured by the

Buddhist clergy' The latter received in retum tbe

highest privifegQS・ The kings themselves were interest-

ed in the study of doctrines and often took bonzes as

advisers・ The pagodas owned great domains cultivated

by serfs and the bonzes were exempted from taxe予and

military service. Kings and princes had large num-

bers of pagodas built a‘nd bells cast, and promoted the

diffusion of sacred books. In lO18 King Tha,i To sent

a mission to China to collecttexts of the Tam Tang ;

in ro68, King Tha,i Ton pa,trOnized the creation of the

Thao Duong sect, and several kings became patriarchs

of Buddhist sects. Princes and nobles followed their

example. Beautiful pagpdas were built under the Ly,

some of which have been preserved to this day : Quan

Thanh (Great Buddha ) in Ha’nOi, built in HO2 ; Zien

Huu (1O49) : Bao Thien (1O56); Keo言n Thai Binh

province・ The favourite、 Y Lan, having ordered the

assassination of one of her riva,ls, SPent the

rest of. her life building one hundred pagodas to

redeem herself.

Vietnamese Buddhist sects and schooIs were founded.

After the victory over the MongoIs’King TRAN NHAN

TON gave up his throne in r293’retired into a monas-

tery and’tOgether with two other bonzes, founded the

T7,糾C Lam (Bambob Forest) sect. A doctrinal work of

the Tran period’the Khoa励‘ L海’haLS been preserved’

of which the fo11owing lines ma.y give a‘n idea:

T加C`研γαl諦`み..

No肪噂is bo′航

Noih海g d宛s.

When偽is has bee竹のnderstood,

B〃ddha a碑ears,

The γ0αnd o/ a脇taγS ends,

’King TRAN THAI TON, Who reigned from工225 tO

1258, in the foreword to a doctrinal work related how

he had sought a monastic life :

“Et’eγ S海ce /he King, my　輝her, ha幼ded oひer Jhe

Kingdom Jo me, Jhe幼onlγ a Child, J hat/e "et/eγ bee布ree

!γOm Caγe・ J iold myse杵` Mリグare海s are no longer ihere

io giりe me “dひice,宛荻l持e t’eγy d桝c4‘lタ/or me Jo ze)in

脇eクeoクJe’s con/idence・ Whai should I do? ’A!ieγ deeク

ih諦たing, I oame io事hβ COmlusion iha=o　γeiire海o the

momiains, io音see烏音Bl訪dha,s ieachings拐0γdeγ io k7脇

ihe ,eaSOnS O手li/e and deaih “nd Jo 4aγ homge Jo mγ

クare海s to'0初d ae Jhe besi oI ze’ayS. J虎cided Jo Jeaひe. O部he

3rd daγ, 4ih mo海h o〃he 5thyear o声he Thien Ung 7eign,

J dγeSSed Jike a commoner and ;e部he palace・ To zhe guaγds

Isaid : `I ze,a海Zo m諦訪h !he 4eo雄, ;eaγn ab鋤=heiγ

hardshiクs, md kno(ue/ /heir !hoαghis.’Sez/e′‡ Or Cighi mal

/ol′oze’ed me; Z”he初he hoi hour had 4assed, J crossed ;he

γiひeγ ihen !0海鳥he Jγulh /O脇e guaγds, Z4’ho b‘ルSi初o Jears.

The彬新daγ, Z”hile Passing ihe P巌Laりerγy, J hid mγ

face i〃 o′切r no吊0 be recogn宛ed・ We sクe海ihe諦ghi ai

ihe C定a Chanh 4agoda. The "e擁day, Ze’e te,e海siraighi Jo

ihe Joクo/ the momiain z4′here jhe Greai Master Truc

Lam γeSided・ Oひerioyeみihe Gγeaf Masier g?eeied me z〆l座

ihese u)Ords :

` The old bo鵬e Jhai J am, t4,ho has 7’e擁ed Gnio Jhe midst

O〃he foγeSら砂hose bodγ is no脇ng bui s鳥海′and bone,砂ho
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kues on z”ild herbs a硯Z berγies, dr訪鳥s /rom /he sきream

and zo′andeγS CmO〃g !he !rees, hcrs∴a heaγl ze/hich Gs as

lighi as ihe clo初s and unbuγdened l猿施演nd・ Y鋤r

Maiestγ has擁his s“偽がuo`‘S 4alace !o come !o fhis ye-

クnOle 4lace. May J ask you z脇a声m4eγious 7$eCeSSiiγ has

グOmpied yo雄O m鳥e ihls函rney?’W宛h iears in ′ny

eyes, J Jold him:

` I4肋Ueγy γ0妨g, ”y Paγe庇s “γe “O叫vngeγ i〃 ;his

砂Orn and heγe I am, alone, γeig毒ng oひer娠クeoクわ

擁houタa性y supクOγi・ I Jh擁!ha吊hrones haひe &lze’ayS

bee可ragile and so I hat’e COme Zo jhe;e mOmtai脇s擁h

ihe o砂desire o! becoming c吊で‘ddha・’The Cγeai Masieγ

γebhed : `No, B初dhのJs 7IOt Jo be lomd訪/hesemou海ains,

he Js i?匂OC‘7 heaγis. Whe7’Jhe heaγ声s ai 4eace cznd初演d

Buddha ;s Jheγe. H yowr Maieslγ has an mlighlem初ear4,

you immediaielγ become Budd履,脇y ihen seeh elseu,heγe]’

(The Court came to beseech the King to
retum and the p重ime minister threatened

to com皿it suicide if the King fefused).

The Gγeal Masier !00鳥my hand a,‘d said : `S初ce γOu “γe

Ki〃g, ihe秒′ill ol ihe Kingdom musl also be yo桝γ初l, ihe

heaγi o声he彫ngdom mISi &lso be yo”γ heari・ The ze’hoわ

K訪gdom is偽ou′ aS脇g γO両o γe寂γ称ho妙Can y鋤r擁se戸

Theγe ;s hozo'eUeγ One JmクOrian吊hing yo# Should 7’Oi

Iorgei擁e偽γ鋤aγe bac鳥m γ0〃r帥Iace: io擁砂the

sacγed boo点s.’J re初γn読書o破却Iace, and agaわ3Sきmy

擁Il, /em擁ecZ o初he !hγOne /or some decades. J海mγ /eれ

s初′e iime I u′0初d assemble emine海　old me偽lor ihe

s初dγ 0声he rhien doctγine (Dhyana) a仰d o声he sのcγed

boo永, "O脇e O/ te,hich ee′aS Omi労ed. When siudying /he Dia-

mond suiγa, I o擁男s10砂ed c擁he∴Se履侮e : ` Net/er ZeI
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youγ heaγl d初g io a外γ li彬d th定のg・’I種のo初d ihαは∴Close

ihe boo鳥, md γemai′子a long訪meわme脇aiion・ E初ig肌

enme海came io me and I comクOSed ihisわあ脇a訪on io

the Thie祐‥’’

It would be na.ive to think that in that period

Buddhism contented itself with these purely spiritual

exercises. It was the state religion with its pomp and

activity ; it provided the people with extra-terreStrial

consolation, the ruling class with supematural prestige,

and some minds with means of escape ; it‘was tinged

with superstitions in many of its manifesta.tions and

with Taoism in its doctrine. Anyway言t left a lasting

imprint on the Vietnamese soul・ However’aS the

monarchic order was gradua‘lly consolidated, SOCial

hierarchy became increasingly complicated, and

the royal. administra.tion extended its power to the

detriment of the aristocracy. Buddhism no Ionger

sufficed.

棚e Progress °I

Co競血cIa証s競

血a society whose members had to unite dosely in

face of great na.tura.1 calamitics a.nd the pemanent

danger of foreign invasion, and were placed under the

absolute power of a monarch goveming through a

comple芋mandarin bureaucracy’a doctrine was needed

to direct the mind of each ipdividua.1 towards his social

obligations, Obedience and loyalty to the皿OnarCh・

and unconditional respect for social hierarchy. The

Chinese imperial dynasties bad since the Han made
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Confucianism the State doctrine ; the Vietnamese
’monarchy was to adopt it gradually.

In lO7O’Ly Thanh Ton bad the = Temple of Litera-

ture ’’ built, a. SChoo賞dedicated to Confucianism and

his disciples, Where the sons of high dignitaries reCeived

moral education and tra王ning in administration. In

lO75, the first manda.rin competitions took place,

through which Confucian scholars could acceed to

Public office ; but they were open only to the sons of

aristocratic families. In [O86’COmPetitions were held

to recruit members of the “Academy’’, Whose task

WaS tO keep archives and write royal edicts・ In lO89

the mandarin hierarchy was strictly organized. The

appearance of Confucia.nism on the scene was the.

COnSequenCe Of a double phenomenon: On the one

hand the necessity to create a mandarin bureaucracy,

On the other hand the increasmg aCCeSS Of educated

COmmOnerS tO Public office. At first, these men were

given only subaltem positions, the higher offices

being reserved for members of the royal fanily and of

the aristocracy.

Confucian culture grew in importance under the

Tran : the competitions were better codified and held

more regularly. The title of ・` doctor ” was bestowed,

enhancing the prestige of Confucian studies. Institutes

Were Created in the capital for the study of Confucian

literature ; Subjects for the competitions comprised in

Particular the conposition of poems, rOyal ordinances

and prQClama,tions, and essays on classica1 1iterature.

Besides the public schooIs a.ppeared private schooIs

under the direction of famous personalities, the most
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prominent of whom was CHU VAN AN. In　血e

cultural field, Buddhist bonzes were increa.singly

eclipsed by Confucian schola‘rS ; in I243, the title of

doctor was awarded to LE VAN HUU, Who was to

become Viet-nam’s first great historian.

The Confucian scholars more a.nd more vigorou§ly

Cla.imed positions in public life言n face of nobles of

milita.ry origin, Often uneducated’and Buddhist bonzes・

In the 13 th century, the ideological struggle between

Buddhism and Confucianism became increasingly

acute, a Struggle which reflected the antagonism

opposing the nobles, OWnerS Of grea.t domains, tO the

fast-grOWing class of peasant-OWnerS Of popular origin.

Besides, the great domains were shakcn by revolts

ofserfs and domtstic sla,VeS at the dose of the |3th

century. Thus a dividing line was dra.wn between the

aristocracy and the Buddhist clergy on one side, and

on the other the cla.ss of pea‘Sant-OWnerS allied with

the serfs and slaves, ha.ving the Confucian scholars as

their spokesmen in the ideoIogical field.

`` I伸子ace o/ Bwdd振sm ze,hioh cz雄rmed Jhe ua′初男鋤豹

ihe unrea妨y o星his砂Orld,かeached γemmia諒on, a融

diγeOied m∂の’s mi偽ds !ozo'aγds s桝クγaieγreStγiaJ hoクes, Co枠

毎oianism iaughi ihai man is esse偽ally a social be初g

bomd by sooial obliga訪ons・′ To serひe o筋e,s励ng, ho露o〃γ

0彬’sクaγe庇s, γem読loyの吊o one’s sク0鵬e鋤iil dβaih,

mamge o彬●s /a脇砂aI輝γS,クar訪cipate初履admi〃is・

tγa訪on oI o1匂e’s cα海nirγ, C鋤iγibu履to sa毎のard初g海

かace oI the t4′0γld, S海Ch z4′eγe Jhe duties PγeSCγibed bγ

Con/雄ia扉sm io all. To educaie onese祐io imクroひe鋤eSell

so as io be able io assu脇e all ihose楊S鳥sノーihis sんo初d
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be the l鋤damenialクreocc叫aiion o/ all men, lrom the E朋-

クeror, Son oI Heaue偽, dの初o破h桝mb梗commoner.’’(工)

The scholars directed their attacks not only against

Buddhist beliefs’btlt also against the place granted

them by the State and socicty. The historian Le Van

Huu wrote :

“The擁Si Ly材og, hardly履′O yearS a/ieγ /読&CCeS-

Sion io ihe ihrone, al a iime u,hen ihe ancesiral九海砂Ies

O〃he dymsiγ had 7IOl yei been consolidated, had alγeadγ

had eighi Pagodas f)ui ±∴ n /he Thien Duc dislricらa偽d

廟読y oihers resiored in d妨γenlクroひinces; he居eクi moγe

偽a脇one Jho4離nd bon名eS Gn Jhe ca擁al ; muCh ze′Calth

a御d ;abouγ　had Jh#S been秘'aSied / Those 7i。hes had #Oi

/allen /γOm #he s鳥y, Zhai Zabouγ had %Oi bee掴uZ)Z)hed bγ

ihe gods; /O do such初脇gs ze,aS !o　鋤c居Jhe blood md

Su,eat OI ihe却02妨!’’

The scholar Le Quat lamented :

`` To ;mが0γe Buddha’s bened了c訪on, /o dγead his male-

di訪on - ho砂had鋤ch behe/s beoome so deeク砂rootedわ

ihe heaγis o/ me在Primes o白海blood and commo卑eo-

クIe擁ke squandeγed励eiγクOSSeSSions /0γ ihe鋤lきo/ Bud一

徹a, q初e　履妙y io giひe ihem a秒′ay ioクagodas, aS i!

披y had been gi宅,en∴a guaγa海ee ior　研e海ihe oiheγ

紗Orld. Wheγeひeγ ihere u′aS q ●ho鵬e, One (脇S Sのre io find

a Pagoda 7a擁!o宛; & CrOJmbung Pagoda mS SOOn ,eクlac-

ed by a卿u′ O彬; bells, P優Odas∴drums, Zoze,erS, hal!

0声heクv少Ia訪o” Ze’ere Gngaged Jn m鳥′ing Jhese ;hings.’’

v盈署器窪蒜芸薯,。告窮諾O桝d Co砂訪sm ‘”
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Truong Han Sieu also made a direct attack on the

bonzes :

“ Scomdrels z4′ho had /osi鋤#O訪on o/ B44ddhisi oscみ

icism only ihoughi o! iak海g　印SSeSSion ol beaui痢I

m鋤aSieγies and gardens, b諦Idi脇g !0γ ihemse短S初弟uタイoタイS

γeSidences,伽$d suγrOmding fhemseれes te所h a hOSi o/

Seγひa海S・・・ Peo少産became mo緑s by ihe iho鵬ands, SO

as lo gei loodそ楊ho擁haひ読g ioクlough and clo履s磁場houi

ha諦g Jo z‘′eaひe. They deceiひed /he Peoクわ, “ndeγmi〃ed

moγality, Sqmndeγed /iches, ZuJ′e /omd eぴeryzo’heγe,

follou′ed by肋mrOuS beheひers,・ひeγy feu′ 0! lhem u′eγe

noi γeal band毒s.’’

But several cen血ries were to ’PaSS before Buddhism

WaS eliminated from the scene, at least from ptlblic

Office, and Confucia,nism could stand alone. Compe-

titions on the three doctrines (Buddhism, Confucianism,

Taoism) still took place under the Tran kings. No war

Of religion ever broke out in Viet-nam. By the |4th cen-

tury, however, Confucianism had risen to pre-eminence.

7嶋e BIr徹　oI a

Nさtio競aI Litera他re

With the recovery of independence, a national

literature took shape and gradually developed. Popular

and oral litera.ture in the nationa,1 1anguage beca,me

ever richer, but it was difficult to date皿OSt Of the

WOrks, SOngS, StOries, and tales handed down from

generation to generation. In the |Oth century thcre

appeared a scholarly literature in classial Chinese, the

COmmOn Cultural language in the Far East, uSing
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Chinese ideograms. But more and more血e necessity

WaS felt to develop a‘ SCript for the Vietnamese lan-

guage ; the ”∂m script, derived from the Chinese, WaS

Created・ The exact da.te of its creation was not known,

but the first works in ”∂m appeared in the I4th century.

The first works in classical Chinese were mostly

Buddhist texts expounding the doctrine, Or exPreSSing

the bonzes’reactions to some events. Let us cite for

example a poem by the bohze VAN HANH, Who died

in lO18.

Ma,‘ Gs a shadoz年gOnu9∴aS SOOn aS b01・n,

The iγeeS, SO gγeen読sクr訪g, are baγe in a勿寂mn.

Grea海ess a偽d de脇m,紗hy sho初d z4’e Care?

The des励y ol me,4 and e′nクires is l拐e a de脇′-droク

Oわ∴a graSS lea手

Bonze V皿N CHIEU (998-109O) was also a poet;

let us cite a coupIe of his verses :

Escor海bγ ihe z4,海d, !he solund o/ Jhe hoγn. S履)S

thγ0准h ihe bamboos.

W宛h !he moon毒dわg behind, Jhe s偽do2O,S O/肋om-

めns訪海ihe γamクaγis.

With the conso量idation of the kingdom, Buddhist

inspiration on the evane3CenCe Of things gave wa,y tO

the contempla.tion of nature ;then with thc struggle

for na,tional independenee′ Patriotism prevailed in the

WrititlgS・ The samc men who in peace time sang the

beauty of the land took their pens at critica.l moments

to exalt the national struggle.
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King Tran Nhan Ton, Who victoriously fou粗t

against the MongoIs, left this twili如t landscape :

V〆初ges grou′ dimわihe misら

They no炒りa海Sh, nO砂re-a舛ear i信履smsei・

B初alo-he/ds b′o海ng !heiγ hoγnS Ja砧JhGiγ Ca#le home,

A !look ol砂hイ′e egγds s榔′00クdp紗n O短heナie穣・

His genera-1 Tra.n Hung Da.o’When the country was

invaded by the MongoIs’WrOte a PrOCla,ma.tion to the

amy which is one of the most beautiful jewels of

our nationa1 1iterature :

召(…) I cα竹ne脇er elaタのor sleeかmγ heaγi aches, and

ieaγS llou弓ro肋mγ eγeS ; I am e偽γaged ai be読g unable

リ履ioieaγ披enemγ tOク巌esタグ初c鳥o初his初er, iaste-

his blood (…) B初you are neilheγ dislurbed noγ aS枕med

bγきhe初胸筋ahon s桝海彬d by youγ King and γ0桝r lather-

鋤d. Yα海砂ho aγe Ol擁eγS and ge彬rals ol ouγ γOyal aγmγ,

hou′ COuld you serひe ihe∴enemγ　う名所ho初fee擁g hatred?

Hou′ COuld γOu hsien io the脇usio gγee擁g enemy emoys

砂宛houi cho鳥ing u′祝angeγj Yo4I Sクend youγ訪me殺′aiohi〃g

oocりighis, gamb初g, imding γ鋤r gaγdens, loo短ng aIieγ

youγ α′iues a′nd childre′〇・ Yo海aγe b“嶋γ　ma鳥ing mo仰ey

and !0γgei aboui Siaie a!la毒s. The〆eas``γe3 01 hu海ing

グe祝毒吊n youγ m読ds o彬r yOuγ mi祐taγyクγeOcCu4履ions・

you- aγe absoγbed i〃 u毒彬and song. Il ihe oom′γγとのeγe

訪脇ded by ihe MongoIs, γOuγ COO鳥s, s卯γS砂0初d noi音be able

toクieγOe iheir aγmOのr, γOuγ　ga脇bJingまr8c鳥s could 〃Oi

reクIaoe 〃擁taγγ Strategy・You myクossess訪tmmSe gaγdens

a脇d fields b海eひen a ihousand taels oi gold co部材not

γedeem y鋤r初es・ Youγ　u′iひes and childγen u′Ould onlγ

enoulnber γ鋤; all ihe gold訪ihe u′0γld co初d nol b桝y ihe
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e壷mγタs Aead. γOO/r h鋤の海綿g dogs co初d #Ol dr短　海m

a紗ay, yO〃′砂ine ∽初d脇o声のio訪caie hi偽io dea偽, S章の彫i

SOngS CO初d 740i seduce him. Thc" bOih γOu and J ze′04′ld

be読Jhe enemy,s c擁ches・ Noまonlγ CO初d J ’’0 ;0′Ggeγ的Oy

mγ aククamges, b初you to出のuld bose a!l αurグ初Ieges ;

noi only秒りuld my !am砂be bro鳥e偽uか砂Oe u′Ould also

be!all γOur α毒ひes and c脇dren ; bolh　γOyal amesiral

iemがes and γOuγ Ou′n a海esiors’graひes u′Ould be iramクled

uクon ,・ dishonour u′0初d siain bo脇my mme md γOurS,

noi only du諦クg Ouγ lile訪me, bui ′oγ∴Ce胸高es io oome・

Would γOu ihenクersis信偽クIeasure-See脇g ㍗’

Among the authors who left litera,ry WOrks, let us cite

MAC DINH CHI (who died in 1346), TRUONG HAN

SIEU (Who died in |354), CHU VAN AN (Who died in

137O), NGUYEN TRUNG NGAN (1289-137O), PHAM

SU MANH who in |345 led a mission to China, and LE

QUAT. Truong Han Sieu glorified the two victories
WOn in 939 and 1288 onthe BachDang river’in a fa-

mous poem ending with these verses :

The Gnemγ has /led, Peace Js yesiored /or ceniuries Jo

Teγγainがayed偽o γOleタγ20bleひ初彬S彬γe decisiひe・

Of this period two works of religious tendency remain ‥

Viet Die海U L海h, a COllection of texts on genii, divini-

ties, and divinized famous men, Which wa.s attributed

to LY TE XUYEN, and rhim Uγen TaクAnh, a COllec-

tion of texts and biographies of bonzes up to the Tran

dynasty.

Literature in 7C∂m a.ppeared in the |4th century with

NGUYEN THUYEN and NGUYEN SI CO whose

WOrks, though mentioned in the annals, have not
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come downto us. Tradition has’it that when King

嵩器豊霊宝書芸豊漁葦霊‡
his act was severely criticized in sa血ieal poems in

桝∂m・ The appearance of poems in ”∂m was an impor-

tant landmark in the development of nationa=itera.-

ture. By the end of the 13th century. HO QUY LY

had translated the Kinh Thi (Book of Poems), a Clas-

sical Confucian work, into 74∂m.

The Ly-Tran period also saw the a‘PPCaranCe Of the

first historical works. Under the Ly, DO THIEN com-

piled a history of the country ; his book, nOW Iost’WaS

mentioned in Viei Dien U Linh and Linh Nam Chich

QuaらAn annals departm6nt was created under the

Tran. TRAN TAN wrote協ei Chらa monograph, tO

Which the great historian LE VAN HUU often refer-

red when be compiled in 1272 Dai協ei Su Ky (History

of Dai Viet) in　3O Chapters, eXtending from Trieu

Da to the end of the Ly dynasty, Le Van Huu’s work

WaS also lost, but it extensively inspired the complete

history of Dai Viet written later by NGO SI LIEN. At

the cIose of the Tran dynasty Dai Viei Su L仰C (Short

History) was written by an anonymous author・ This

book was to be reprinted in China in the 18th century.

It is reported in the a.nnals that HO TON THOC wrote

two historical chronicles,彬ei S妨C%Ong Muc aLnd Nam

Viel rhe Chi. Both these works were lost. Under the

Tran, Chronicles were also written which related miト

itary exploits in the wars against the MongoIs and the

Kingdom of Ai Lao. Le Tac, Who had taken refuge in

China, WrOte 4n Nam Chi Luoc in the begiming of the

14th century.
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Independence and sta.bility led to the development

Of a national art, marked with Chinese, and,to a

lesser degree’Cham influeIICe. Under the Ly) Cham

influence was felt particularly in music・ According to

A殉Na桝Ch定Luoc, in Tran times = people played on

a small cylindrical drum introduced from Champa.’

Which ha,d a, Clear and pure sound・ This drum was.

used in the great music played only for the king : eVen

PrmCeS and dignitaries were not a11owed to play great

music, eXCePt for ceremonies. Guitars - Cam, !γanh,

訪da - With seven or two strings, and flutes of various

kinds cou胞be used by all, nObles or commoners.

Countless pieces were played∴

The ckeo popular theatre, Which.had flrSt aPPea.red

in the roth century・ COntinued to develop. A prisoner

CaPtured during the Mongol ・invasion, named Ly

Nguyen Cat, introduced the山O’一g theatre (Peking

OPera.) at the dose of the 13th century.

It is in the fields of architecture and ceramics tha.t

the Ly period excelled. With the spread of Buddhism,

ma,ny PagOdas were built. Some among the most fa-

mous ones have been preserved to this da,y. Unfortu-

nately however, raVageS by wa.r and the clima.te ha.ve

destroyed the maJOr Part Of the art works of this.

period. What remains can only give us an idea of what
WaS built those days・Some works of the Ly period

have been erroneously classified by French historians

under a previous period, that of Dai La (9th century).
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On the stele of Linh Xung, ereCted in r工26, an in-

SCription says that “zoheγeZ’er !heγe秘′aS beaui初I sceneγy

のpagoda卿s a“筋子’One of the essential character-

istics of these pagodas is to be in harmony with the

SurrOunding landscapes, the buildings nestling amidst

the tre争and the ga,rdens and pond§ being an integral

Part Of the construction ; mOSt Often, the landscape

was framed by a hi11 or a winding stream, and the

slaw ringing of bells in the calm moming or evening

S師med part of nature (1).

L Some pagodas must be of important sizes, Since

they could accommodate thousands of pilgrims coming

for great celebrations・ The Zien Huu pagoda, COm-

monly known as the One-Pilla.r pagoda‘ built in lO49’

was a graceful pavilion built on a stone pillar stand-

1ng amidst a pond’the whole thing looking like a

b重ooming lotus flower.

T血e lotus flower motif often appears in construction.

This fIower symbolizes beauty a.nd purity, for “though

springing from mud it is free from the stench of

mud.,, Stone pilIars, SOme Of important sizes, Often

rest on “lotus flowers,, ; VeStiges of a pilla‘r Of the

Gian pagoda built in |O86 show a base of 4.5m. in

diameter and ashaft of more than 3.5m. in circum-

ference. At the foot of some of these pillars are

carved stones representing wa'VeS, and the columns

seem to emerge from a raglng Sea.. A couple of

(I) This is in striking contrast With the Catholic churches’
which　皿a.ke a discordant note a皿1dst Vietnamese vinages,

さeeking to domiロate naturC.



dragons climb the shaft, describing graLCeful but vigor-

OuS SPirals.

The pagodas ha.ve curved roofs a.nd often comprlSe

a tower (stupa), Which may ha,Ve aS many aS tWelve

StOries. These pa’gOdas are notcd for their architecture

a,nd their statues and sculptures.

At the Phat Tich pagoda, the pi11ar bases bear stone

SCulptures representing the bo tree (of Buddhist

enlightenment) in the centre wit丘two worshippers

PreSenting offerings and behind them, four musiciaLnS

dancmg and playing on va,rious instruments. The

ground is littered with flowers. The atmosphere is

gay, the gestures gracefu上we are far from Buddhist

meditations on the unreality of this world.

Vestiges found in the northwest suburb of Ha-nOi,

Where stood the palac6 of the Ly, Show a great varie-

ty of sculptures, StatueS, and decorative motifs on ce-

ramics・ A frequent motif is the crocodile, With a raised

head, PrOtruding eyes Iooking right and left, Palpitat-

1ng nOStrils : the body is lithe and the beast standing

On its hind legs seems ready to jump. Stylized lions in

Ceramics have also been found.

Recent diggings (I965) at the site of the Chuong Son

PagOda’built in HO5’unCOVered figures of fabulous

birds with human bodies amidst other motifs : Chrys-

anthemums’Phoenixes and mostly dragons - all fre-

quently found in the works of that period. The dragon

appears in a.lmost all constructions, a fabulous animal

Whose image is deeply engraved in the national tradi-

tion. According to legend, the VietnameSe are dcscend-

ants of the Dragon ; When mnnarchy was established,
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it became the symboI of the king. The dragon made its

appearance in China as early as the Han period, With

a marked hiera.tic character’eaCh detail - PaW, nail’

SCale, mane - being distinctly drawn against a back-

ground of stylized cIouds. The wh.ole thing looked stiff,

majestic, eVen aWe-inspiring. Theldragon in the works

Of the Ly peried looks more natural,l CIoser to the

Snake from which it springs, With a lithe undulating

POsture’ a POinted ta.il and wi概out complicated

details. Its pavs evoke birds’cla高s and its mane tha.t of

ahorse・ The head is smalらwith wide, nOStrils and on

top, an S-Shaped double curve, a characteristic feature

of the bronze d調mS Of the Dong Sorl Period. With the

Tran’as the mon虹chy conso重idated its power, the dra.g-

On became sti紐er and more hieratic-looking. Anta-

go血sm between two tendencies is clearly seen: One,

‘`na.tu亡al ” a.nd Popular, looked upon the dragon as a

Synthesis of some very old beliefs; the other’royal’

even imperia【, COnSidered it the majesfro, a.WeSOme

SymboI of the monarch.

Statuary art alse devel呼ed in two directions. On

the one hand’We ha耽Bnddhas sitting on lotus餌crw-

ers’lost in meditation・ the fchis of their goms and

the relaxed feature6 Of their gentle faces giving an im-

PreSSion of pea’Ce and silence. One could ima‘gine behind

their cIosed’eychds the i叩餌Hght which enlig蚊ens

the皿・ On the other hand, there w帥雨atues of糾調光狐-

genii’with the ma.rtial bearing of e壷gatic military

皿en, ready for∴aCtion.

5 -レ’.S.2I
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While Buddhism wa.s responsible for the building of

countless pagodas, an item of Confucian art under the

Ly was the remクIe oI L宛eγa初e, With porticoes and

temples arranged in a simple pa.ttem am・idst gardens・ A

kiosk with lace-1ike timber-WOrk and moon-Shaped

w血dows stands in the midst of the central auey’at

the end of●which is the temple, a long building with

phoenixes and dragons on its roofs・

Ceγam定cs developed vigorous]y under the Ly. Impor-

tant production centres like Bat Trang and Tha.nh

Hoa, are Still active nowa.days. ’rhere is a great

variety of products’articles for both daily use and

decora七ion., POttery and porcelain with refined enameIs・

Among the most beautiful enamels ‘arC the opa.lescent-

green an寸brown-grey OneS With al mat lustre and

various shades. The decoration is most varied -flQWerS〆

dragons, lotus flowers’birds’and wh∈m the surfa.ce

allows it, fresc‘oes and landsca,PeS With human figures・

Tbe drawings and bas-reliefs alwa,yS bave a‘ natural

cha.racter with gracefu=ines and a ga,y enVironment :

the movements of birds, elephants’dancers’ha,mOnize

with blooming corollas or contra.st with wa‘rriors’

contortions. Rema.rkable are the richly decorated

porcelain towers. Ceramics were sent as far as China

to be sold, Or PreSented to the Imperial Court. Under-

the Ly this art was brought to its apogee.

The art of the Tran period continued that of the

Ly ; Palaces and roya.l mausoleums continued to be

built. Let us mention in particular the Pho Minh tow-

er, built in [3O5, fourteen stories high, the two Iower・
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ones built of stone and tbe rest of brick. The base

had也e shape of a gigantic Iotus flower cmergivg

血o皿the water・ The Binb Son tower, PreSerVed to this

day, is slightly leaning. There remain twelve stories’

totalling [5 metreS - in height・ The whole lCOnStruCtion

is of terra-COtta, and the surfaces are richly decorated

With lotus ahd other flowers, dragons, lions, bO tree

leaves. The dragons haLd lost their ‘′na.tural ” look

and the S-Shaped omamentS On their hcads. Of the

Tran period, there remaln rema血able wood sculp-

tures. Wood scuIpture had a;PPea.red at a much ea.rlier

period, but the works heavily suffered from the cli-.

ma.te and ravages by insects. Wood sculpture also

used a11 the mot鵜s and the皿eS mentioned above.

Among the great const皿Ctions of the Tran period,

let us mention the Tay Do citadel, Which ha.d been

built by Ho Quy Ly in ThanP Hoa province in 1397 and

had served as capital for a short time. Rectangular-

Shaped, 9OOm. long and 7OOm・ Wide, With six-mCtre-

bigh ramparts, it was built o=arge stone blocks some

of which were up to 6 metres Iong’ 1.7m. Wide and

].2 m. high’Weighing 16 tons. Of the ancient pa.laces,

only a few vestiges are left - SOme StOne dragons

decorating the flights of steps・ The ogival porticbes

Were built of huge stone blocks.

Architecture had thus reached a. high level. Among

the other techniques, let撃mcntion the casting of

CannOn : Ho Nguyen Trung’ ta.ken prisoner by the

Ming, WaS entI‘uStred by the Chinese. emperor with

ma.king camon for the Chinese army. Astronomy also
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developed to §dhe ext組t. It is堤p鎚(飽ih t龍an的l§

tha.t tife manda士ln D雑やLd in th如節of tぬるca洗nぬr

Se讐vice un遭er the Tfah invent朗.∴離しi漁it則策記ht f撒,

the obserVatiOn of celestial phe的n舶ねむ・

In the reigh of Tran Zpe Ton (I34[-工369) fived

the famou3 Physician Tue Tinh who made a sp印ial

Study of the hea.1ing properties of local plant9 and

herbs士n 1352, he was invited to China. to attend the

Chinese empress. He left seyeral medical treatises)

the most famous of which is Nam Zタのc rhal基　H;e棚

(Åbout the Marvellous E士fects of Na.tional Medicines)「.

重II._A NEW STAGE OF

FEUDAL MONARCHY

The Le Dynasty

(I5請一I6請CeJ血rfes)



丁O嵩器誌講謹露盤霊霊
over china, tOOk advantage of it to invade Dai Viet

and impose on it a direct mlewhich wa9 tO last

twenty years (重4O7-I427). However, the ihvaders ran

into sti鮎resistance right from the beginning’and

national independence was eventuany WreSted bac重

in I427 by LE LOI’the fo腿der of the Le dynasty.

富he M血g Occapa書ion

AS詩語盤盤等悪霊詰:: 1言霊’霊
namc of Giao Chi province, Set uP a Central adminis-

trati。n, 。nd divided the country into g擁and cゐαt‘・

trying to get down to vi11age level by 14重9・ The high-

ranking of士icials were Chinese : Only subaltern posts

were given to ・・natives,,・ A general census listed

3,129,5OO inhaLbitants and 2’O87,5OO ”a申bafbari狐S)

from mountain-dwe11ing tribes・ i. e・ a tOtal of more than

5.2皿illion. But many’doubtless, eVaded the census・
‘・Order ” was maintained throughout the country by

big military garrisons, joined by a tight network of

relays・ All opposition was severely repressed.

There was a very heavy system of taxation’which

included land tax on riccfields and mulberry fields’



and po皿ax・ The occupier held the monopoly of sa.1t

trade. AIl able-bodied people’aged ]6 to 60, Were

Subjected to military service and multiple cbrvdes:

road-building’mining, Pearトoyster fishing′ hunting,

etc. h 14|9’fam叫y records were made obIigatny, for

Contranihg the p叩ulation.

Tho耽a.nds of skilled craftsIne租and able in軸ec‡u'als

耽re take孤to chim’amOOg them NGUYEN AN, Who

WaS to be也e achit∞t of the Imperial City in Peking.

′The mng also took away personal property, animals

(eleph融s’buffaloes・ horses) and precious皿aterials.

The pcople鵬re feroed to袖o串he Chinese style

Of dress and Chinese ways and customs. Ming troops

SOught to destroy all vestiges of national culture ; tI]ey

bumt or took away蚊)Ok6 that t'敬e specifroal]y

national.

This appressive occupatien soon triggeI'ed off [ierose

resistance.As early as the end of ]407’many uPrising

took place. In ‘Particula.r, a descendant of the Tran

dynasty proclaimed himself king in ]4O7 under t血e

name of Gian Dinh and set up心eadquarters in Nghe

An province. In late ]4O8′ his army marohed on the

Capital, drawing to it enthusiastic crowds. Gian Dinh

defeated the Ming forces at Bo Co in Nam Dinh pro-

vince,but the resistance was weak劇med by dis鵜nsious

due to the murder by Gian Di血of虹s able虹eute-

nantsDANG TAT anfl NGUYEN CAN輯C粗AN, Whose

SOnS and partisa腿ra11ied around d血other Tran prin∞,

QUY KHOANG, in叫p9. Sta証ing frori Ha Tinh, the

mOVement SPI`ead to other provi孤Ces.
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Meanw旗le, 47,OOO neinforcem餌t troops allowed

the地ng既neral Truong P血to launch a victorio鵬

oifeusive and rollぬe insngents.bac　如Nghe An.血

|410, hos組ities be冊ee狐ぬe拙n略Court and tbe

MonIgds made it pes料Ie for guy Kho坤g to群のcc叩y

Th純血Hou,, but in r4H, having def餌ted tbe M脚go聴,

t車　軸鴫やO地租te夢-a比雅たd a凪d　地厚伸8宙oⅧ t彊

iRErgentS into the southem provinc鈴.あrly in 14}r,

坤職latter’s leaders w御e CaPtured. Tbe Tran princes

餌rd aLrist∝ratS had proved tbemlSelves to be incapabk

of giving effeetive leedenship to tbe resistance, which

WaS to be l6d to victory ty a c叩moner, LE LOI.

しE

Th?轟AM SO対,I農事u放ectiαn and也e

‥ Wa嘉of重なdepe鶴鶴e富まe

I,OI, a land-007ner Of IJam So卿u Thar血Hoa prov-

ince, WaS bom in 1385. Before starti鴨the ins喜肛

rection against the Ming, he had about I,OOOめllowers.

On February 7, |418, in Lam Son, he proda血ed

himse鵬king under the name of BINH DINH VUONG’

and began ra‘llying to himself anyone who apposed tbe

Ming donination. NGUYEN TRAi, a renOWned schol狐,

became his closest advi鯵r on s缶ategy and politics.

The two men working together brought the insurrec-

tion to victory after long years of struggle.

Le Loi at fiI'St launched guerilla呼erations in the

mounta.in areas of Thanh Hoa. Alth叩gh ‘he in軸ictedlos-

ses on the Mihg事he o癌en found h祖rself i n critical’even

deaperate,/Situations・ Howev餌,虹§如oces beld out thanks
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to the courage of the men’the resoIve of the leaders・

。nd the devotion of the dadres.1 Other pobular upnslngS

in various provinces helped loosen the Ming’s grip

on Le Loi. In [42Ohis troops were able to canp on

the banks of the river Ma, and threaten the ’capital of

Thanh Hoa province. A Ming counter-attaCk, however,

drove them ba.ck to the mountain region in lr423. But

the MiI]g trOapS Were also wom out, and their com-

mand agreed to a truce proposed by Le Loi, Who

adamantly resisted all attempts to buy him off through

promises of riches and honours. In I424’the Ming

again attacked’but the insuTgentS had had time to

Strengthen their positions・

On the advice of NGUYEN CHICH, Le Loi took

his troops to Nghe An and tumed it into i resistance

base. The insu喝ehts were enthusiastically welcomed

by the loca.1 people. Enemy fortified positions fe11 one

after anotber, and soon the whole province was in

Le Loi’s hands. Next came Thanh Hoa., then provinces

south of Nghe An. By the end of |425 the whole

south6m part of the country had been liberated, With

the exception of the Nghe An and Tay Do (Thanh Hoa)

citadels. A vast rear base had thus been created for

the war of national liberation. In r426, Le Loi wa.s in

a position to launch a counter・offensive.

The Ming sent from China　5O,OOO reinforcement

troops under the command of VUONG THONG. Even

before they arrived’Le Loi had started his offensive to

WreSt back the Red River delta. In September　|426,

he despatched three armies nor七hward : One WaS tO

intercept Ming reinforcements commg from Yunnan,

A N諭Sタのge.・.
7う

the second those coming thro画Lang Son’and the

last was to marCh on the capital. Everywhere the

people rallied round his banner with enthusiasm,

while panic・Stricken Ming troops Withdrew within

their citadels and tried to hold out until reinforcementS

In November, Vuong Thong・s troops joined the

Ming troops Who had shut themselves up bebind the

walls of the capital’bringing their strength to |OO,OOO.

皿ey thought they were now in a position to counter-

attack but suffered a cruching defeat at Tot Dong

(WeSt Of the capital) and again ha.d to witbdraw within

the citadel. The Viet聖mese trOOPS Were maSterS of

the ground・ Le Loi left Tha.nh恥and concentrated

his forces round the capital・ Vuong Thong asked for

a truce. In a letter to the mng general・ NGUYEN

TRAI said that the VietnameSe COmmand accepted

the truce so that Vuong Thong could withdraw his

troops from the country’thus ・争初g ouγ aple !he

個ageS両aγ a川d ihe C肋eseまγ時頼e s初演ngs ol

But for Vuong Thong the truce WaS but a strata-

gem to gain time and obtain more reinforce皿entS.

while maintaining the siege and liquidating isola.ted

outposts the VietnameSe COmmand’On Nguyen Trai’s

recornmendation, COnducted a perSeVering work of po-

1itica.1 persuasion directed at the Ming troopS’driving

home to them the inevitability of也eir defeat, the

strength of the Vietnamese na.tional movement and

the weaknesses oE the Ming emPire. This seriously

demoralized them.
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In October }4e7,晩噂rein如捌me顔ts Ca雌in two

COlu勘us :脚e’n勘的餌ing lOO,00P and lf)d by Lieu

恥紬ゆ触0曝虫垂調劇鴎So叩計器; tbe ot心餌,軌000

抽樹尊and led ty M∞ Th弧h, thr側gh the B儲1砧ver

V袖ey. The VIetnamse command decided to destrey

the more important amy. Lieu Tha,ng,s troops, tOO

COCksure ofl血eir strength, Were ambushed and cut to

譲ces at th? Chi Lang pa.ss. Their commander was

姐Ied, and ’several generals captured together扇th

30pOO men. The other Ming column was struck w批

Panic Qn hearing of this disaster and fled in disorder,

卸陣Sued by Le I,Oi’㌻t押印?.

After the destr耽tion of those reinforcements’Vuong

Thong’besieged in也e capital’had to ask for peace・

His request was granted by Le Loi’Who ga,Ve the

Ming troops the necessary food supplies and means of

transport to go home ‥ it was December 29’]427.

The war of indapendence conducted by Le Loi and

Nguyen Trai had lasted ten years. With but scanty

means at the start, the movement had expanded,

gradually creating powerful bases and forces, and

eventually destroyed big enemy amies. The command

ヰad combined guerilla with mobile warfare and attacks

On fortified positions’POlitical struggle with military

actions, had shown magnanimity toward the enemy

a.nd avoided usele?5 maSSaCreS. Le Loi, SPrung from

the land-Owhing cIass apposed to the latifundia-

holding aristoc申Cy’_ and Nguyen Trai声Confucian

SCholar witb an encycIope庫c mind, had succec,ded in

bringing a,bout national union and arousing patriotism,

A対紺S毎ge...
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and had sho繭re弱ve a曲wi§don in critical or deci-

sive mom嚇f鵬. The War Wa.S bo枕的tional and popul脚

in character and co血ducted witb appropriate stra.tegy

如血tactics. Never again did the Ming try to reOOn-

quer Dai Viet.

富he C喜eat量poch of the I.i輝t LE Kiれgさ

HE封orious winni嶋back of hatit血al ihd坤ndence

and the great changes ih髄sdeio-eCOm血ic†
st関cture, e野eCially the disappear狐Ce of lange壷s-

tacratic estates to the adv狐tage of private land owner-

s坤), Which resulted in the pro劃班on証lr誼租dlDWning

class, gave StrO薗g bea槌to出場neW regine set up by

Le Loi. The coun宙y made new progress and feut連l

皿Ona.rChy wa.s brought to a peak under King LE

THANH TONG (146o-]497)・

柵e現職d塵かぬら

劃d富ぐ〇億°融き舌レ°】癌む〇億

Af拠r victo吋, Le Loi ondered也e c調fiscation ′of抽

Iands belo嘩車g to蝿的弛此ioII社ie§, to tr雅torS,狐d

to Tr袖p血鵬S袖d di姉tari癖Who-had d瞳d or gd耽

a噂y・ State l狐ds w敬や車軸y e坤l批ed by the ad一

皿i血stra的n it洗堆, `P址tly d鴇t舶ted to d士g垂taries狐d

血and知正租s.胡ffe登命n旬紐o掛t鵬で士狐l揖紅阻dia-げ的互助話,

the recipient m甜融ririS Ccluld働坤cdI重批I狐dでe批;観ft

的t do as they pleased崩粗the坪fsons of tife pe挑-

狐ts, W項y Wene Stlbj耽聡d to thさdirect auth調ity df
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the State. Ad皿inistrative centralization was thus pro-

moted and the status of the peasants improved・

Le Loi in [429’then LE THANH TONG in r477 reg-

ula.ted aLnd improved the distribution of communal

ricefields on the basis of the following principles ‥

- All were entitled to distribution’aCCOrding to

their respective titles and ra.nks ;

- Distribution was to take pla.ce every six years :

- Rent was paid to the State and was genera,lly

lower than坤at dema.nded by the landlords.

The distribution of ・COmmuna=ands ha.d been prac-

tised since time immemorial, bht it was the first time

tha.t theしmOnarChic Sta.te intervened in communal

a鯖a‘ir§ in such precise fa.shion. The area of such lands

being important, those regulations resulted in boosted

p調duct ion ・

The Le kings paid great attention to the develbp-

ment of agricultural production. Lands left fa.1low

during the years of war were quickly put under cultiva-

tion’While the State diIigently set up State fams on

uncultiva.ted la.nds so as’in the words of King Le Tha.nh

Tong’tO “concentrate our forces on agriculture and

increase our potential・ ” Individuals were also encour-

aged to break up virgin lands. New lands were thus

Clea.red, either in the hig址ands or in s組ted-uP COaStal

regions. Dykes were kept in good repair and, in case

Of emergency’Students as well as amymen were mo-

bilized to put the皿back in good shape. Soldiers and

roya.1 pala.ce personnel were sent by turns to the fields

to work. Harvests and cattle were especially protected.

A NeくりS観g`.・・

This policy greatly encouraged agricultural produc-

tion, and no serious famines broke out during the

whole 15th century.

Handicrafts were still o士　a subsidiary cha.racter.

However, they were widely practised, and many vfl-

lages became specialized in certain trades : S批weaving,

wine brewing, POttery Or POrCelain making’lime buming ′

etc ・ Leather processing wa.s introduced from Cbina・ In the

towns’eSPeCially in the capitaLI Thang Long’Craftsmen

lived in separate quarterS and were grouped into

gu珊s with strict珊Ies.

silver, tin, iron, lead’gOld, COPPer Were mined.

Royal workshops were run by a special royal depart-

nent狐d prod叩ed items needed at Court’Which were

not to be sold on the皿arket・ They also minted coins.

The personnel was made up of craftsmen forcibly pres-

sed into s缶vice and of slaves. This did not favour

progress in handicrafts・

The development of trade was encouraged by the

multiplication of regional ma.rkets. Le Loi abolished也e

paper currency issued by Ho Quy Ly; Ordered copper
。。ins us。d, had measurement units (length’Weight’

v。Ium。, 。rea) and tbe sizes of certain goods (fabrics,

paper) unified・ Foreign trade was strictly controlled

by the State: tranSaCtions could be conducted only

with govemmenta.l autboriza.tion a.nd in specified

places・ Ma租y foreign trading vessels were kept off・ This

brake put on foreign trade re皿ained one of the char-

acteristics of feudal monarchy.
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With the disappearance o白he large estates, a.dmin-

istrative centralizatidn reached a peak・ The Court was

reOrganized’With six ministries : the posts of Pr血e

地nister and Generali義imo were suppressed, the fune-

tions ‘being takch oVer by the king himself. Provincia,l

atid ¥regional ad亜節stration was taken in hand by the

manda血耽雌如萌acy. Functionaries were appointed

te theぬeed of vi鴫s, in numbe撚Which varied accord_

ing to the populations. The crea範on of new villages

and the electio耽of notables were subjected to mi剛rfe

rules. In r467, Le Thanh Tong ordered ma.ps made of

arl v軸age′sj組d a map of the whole co皿try, the first

eVer dra融叫・ The country was divided into re痩OnS

停め), P同地鵬s,髄stricts, and villages.

The arrny, 25O,OOO StrOng tOWards the end of the war

Of liberation, WaS reduced to lOO,OOO and divided into

five formations’Which took tums in ensurmg military

S政涙ce and agricultural work. The peasant.soldier for-

地腹a in鮒gurated und敏the Ly was thus皿aintained.

B融des called・uP OOn料hpts, there were the reser壷sts.

The mandarin bureaucracy enjoyed specia.1 privileges:

]a班s and houses’apeCial ga,rmentS’but they no Ionger

Were eIl嶋itled to own large estates with serfs and to have

theirown amed forces as in the times of the Tran.

Hembers of the royaf famlly enjoyed stHl more impor-

tant privileges, b耽not to the extent of being allowed

tO Partieipate in lぬe direction of the country or put at

the head of important provinces, aS血der the Tran.

‾The legislative ma,Chinery was streamlined to serve

that centralized administration and deve重oping society.

In |483’the HONG DUC code was promulgated, grOuP-

1ng ln a SyStematic way the rules and regulations in

force : it was the most complete code of traditional

Viet-nam and rema.ined in force until the end of the

[8th century. Completed under subsequent reigns, it

included 72r articles and was divided into six books.

The Hong Duc code sought in particular to safe-

guard the land ownership of the State and the land-

Iords, and ensure the a.uthority of the father, the請st

Wife’and the eldest son :.it fixed the rites of ma.rriage

and mouming・ The “ ten capita.l crimes ” were severely

Puniched, eSPeCially rebellion and unfulfilment of filial

duties・ Feudal a.nd Confucianist in inspiration’the Hong

Duc code was however ,PrOgreSSive in several respects.

The rights of the woman were protected : She couId

have her own goods and chattels・ and have an equal

Share.with meh in inheritance. When there was no male

O鯖spring’the daLughters could inherit the whole family

fortune. The wife could repudiate her husband jf the

latter had abandoned her for a certain time. All these

POints were to be suppressed in the 19tb century, When

feudal monarcby wa.s restored in its most reactionary

fom. The Hong Duc code was specific toVietm皿eSe

SOCiety of its time and showed no Chinese influence.'

With the first Le kings, Le Thanh Tong in particu-

lar, Vietnamese feuda.l monarchy reached its peak :

for some more time, the mona‘rChic reglme and manda-

rin burea,uCra.Cy Were tO Play a positive roIe in the

development of history.

6-VS2重
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A§ is ge耽rally known, Viet-nam COmPrises many

nationalities : the minority groups live in the mountain

rngions, While the majority group, the脇拘れare plain-

dwellers.

During the insurrection against the Ming’the ethnic

minorities living in the highlands allied themselves

with the Kinh to fi垂t the occupiers. But after libera-

tiori, the feuda,1ists in the delta resumed their policy

of expIoita’tion ahd oppression visふvis the minorities・

The Le monarchy ruled over the highlands through

trめal chieftains on whom it bestowed mandarin titles.

Those chieftains叩llected taxes・ ControI over the

血Ountain regions was tighter thah under血e Tran. The

Kinh ma.ndarins ruling over the midlands also sought

to exploit the ethnic minorities.

This policy provoked frequent revolts among the

mounta.in-dwelling minorities, a.nd this was for cenふ

turies one of the weak point§ Of feudal monarchy. The

Thai of tbe Northwest rose up in Lai Chau in 1432,

in Son La in r439’in Thuan Chau in r44O: the Tay

Of Lang Son, Cao Bang, Tuyen Quang, also revolted

On many OCCaSions. In the westem. part of Nghe An,

the heads of the Cam family succeeded in holding out

ffOm |428to 1437.

All those revolts were severely repressed by the Le

troops. Besides′ the secession advocated by the rebel

Chiefs was running counter to the historical trend, deト

ta'S and highla.nds being complementary economically.

A NのS細g`...

But antngonisms among the nationalities are to dis-

a押car O血y with the setting up of socialism・

cul血書種重電▼O賞回`まon重れ1血e 15他。1す組　Cen(細轟〇年

‘while plastic arts and architecture made no impor-

t狐t PrOgreSS COmPa.red with the try-Tra.n period, liter-

ature advanced a great deal・ Buddh王sm was relegated

to the background, and Con血cia.nism became the b捌-

Cial ideology′ inspiring the mandarin competitions and

national litera気Ⅲe.

Co照応cia I香応血

色のd働き銑心の膿胸

C①nfucia競WOrks, as interpreted by Chu Hi (of the

S壷g period in China,), made up a body of doctrines

Which had to be assimilated by candidates to manda-

rin competitions・血工484, the na‘meS Of laureates at

the central competitions were inscribed on stone stelae

erected in.the Temple of Litera.ture言n Ha皿oi. The

doctrine was carefully studied by the kings. Le T血anh

Tong was an outsta.nding scholaf and wrote moral texts

intended for the people.

Confucianism effectively served the reglme, Which

WaS ba§ed on the absolute authority of the king and a.

Carefully-graded hierarchy of ma.ndarins. The people had

been liberated from the bonds of serfdom but were still

Subjected to many corvees and taxes・ Shoving aside

aIl mysticism, Confucianism directed man towards the
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fulfilment of his social duties, at the top of which were

absolute fidelity to the king a.nd respect for social

hierarchy. To serve one,s king, honour one’s parents’

rema.in faithful to one’s husband and, after his death,

to his memoryl ruP One,s household a‘nd participa.te

in the a.dministra.tion of the country-Such were the

duties taught to all ty　ぬe doctrine・ Everyone

was urged to perfect himself through study and the

accomplishment of rites so as.to be able !to fulfil all

duties.

In the adoption of Confucianism as the official doc-

trine in 15th-CentuI.y Viet-na.m there was a double com-

ponent. On the one hand it served as an ideoIogical

tool inぬe hands of the monarchy aLnd the ma,ndarin

bureaucracy ; but on the other’Since that regime repre-

sented a progress in regard to the aristocratic govem-

ment of the Tran, Confucian rationalism wa.s a prog-

ress in regard tothe Buddhism of past centuries. And so

two types of Confucian scholars took shape : One SerV-

ing the king’often against the people’and bent叩

safeguarding his privileges : the other’With狐ideal of

social and individual morals, fa.ithful to his country,

anxious to fulfil his duties as a. man, loving study and

good mamers′ though often frozen in strict ritualism.

In the first period under the Le, When mona.rchy was

still playing a positive role’and especia11y during the he-

roic period of struggle for independence’the two types

merged into a single one, the scholar fulfilling址s ideal

by serving the king. When monarchy entered its decline’

it became difficult for the scholar to serve his king

Without runnmg COunter tO his ideal. Often the two
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types /COゼⅩisted within one and the same person, PrO-

tagordsts of an agonlzlng COnSCience drama. The more

Clear-Sighted scholars were not blind to the vices of

monarchy・ But for也em, tO refuse to serve the king,

and to withdraw from public life would mean to shick

their duties. Yet, tO Obey the king often mea.nt to

ham the people. It chould be noted that one Con血-

Cia.n tendency gave the people the right to rebel when-

ever the king showed himself to be an unworthy one.

But for all Confucia,nS, to rebel against one’s king

rema,ined the crime of crimes, for this invoIved the

whole.social, eV6n 9OSmic, Order.

NGUYどN 7婦月I

Tbe first decades of the 15th century were domina.t-

ed by the great figure of Nguyen Trai, a SCholar of

Con血cian training, Whose spirit and works went, how-

ever’muCh beyond the limits of that doctrine. Patri-

Otism and love of the peop量e instilled exceptional vigour

into his Confucianism.

As we have seen above, he was the strate蹟st and po_

litical adviser of the nationa.1 insurrection which drove

the Ming out of the country and won back national

ind印endence. He was also a poet, and besides left a

book on geography ; in short was a humanist in. the

most complete sense of the term.

His milita,ry Stra.tegγ　WaS inspired by this great

Principle存Bei′eγ　COnq4‘Cr　庇aγ!s !han〆iadels,,, laid

down in his message to Le Loi, Offering the latter his

Services. In a series of writings d皿重ing and after the
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war of libera.tion, he set forth his conception of a

policy based on love of the pcople. Here∴are a few

quotations fr6皿them :

To初s桝re p乞ao〃0′ ihe〆Ople短he basis o伸雄na脇y

a州d浄s訪ce・

T初鵬0月hose榔′ho〆ll ihe初d榔′hen e似ケoy海g γ鋤γ

卸ebe′3ds ・

To hold海high esieem ihose叛きh ihe脇ue o! h海ma海

砂is io ens〃re ihe a碑Oual ol破クeoクle,脇0.Oarry

ih多ihro函αSi as ihe ocean doesihe boaき妨can also

ouer初rn海.

The role of the people wa.s thus clea.血y defined.

One ma.y say that in Nguyen Trai the humanis七tend-

ency of the confucian doctrine had fuuy developed.

Itwas on the peQPle tha.t he relied to wage the war of

independence’and he also thought of the sufferings of

enemy soldiers’Of the Chinese people. On this idea he

insisted in every one of the messages he sent to the

Ming generals・ When victory came・ the people and

soldiers, buming with ha.tred for the aggressors, Wa.nt-

ed to avenge themselves on the surrendering enemy

garrisons. But on Nguyen Trai,s advice, Le Loi author-

ized more than |OO’OOO men tO retum tO Cl|ina, thus

saving them from massa.cre・

After victory, in the name of the king’he compos-

ed several texts of p。litica'l morals intended for the

crown prince. Let us quote fro皿them :

・の0柄鋤虎がeasα玖Siriひきめlo初調書hβ γα漆脇脇

m為i妙OSSible Ioγ γo構io 3aI印書ard海桝の労onal her宛のge
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a融函e co肋筋の融io登he αγ肋y高郷的カdあ〆臨場e γOur-

s幼a融goひe/%脇e cou海ry・ Kee〆高桝加r例鋤γ擁h yo〃γ

γe履短s, Sho砂施m coγd定a=ee妨gs・ Be ge鵬′OuS初h

i乃eクeo祐Lei ′eu′aγds no自彊クγOmクied b舛eγSOnal sym-

坤砂nOr中筋ishme初s bγ擁0! a解e立Do初少ursαe

砂ealih, don●声n脇ge海u,aSielul e擁aひaganoe, aひOid

bea4朝雄的men鋤d debauohery・　　　　　、

・・Whelheγ ioグO肋Oie a筋鋤O! ia初方角Ceれe a c初〆sm・

脚r烏oui a中海γ, Or eue叫γ0れOmCe a ZαOrd oγ m鳥e a

ges海野e,煩0砂被γ履S OI破go嬢州me肌and obseγueきhe

o融Sわa1〆noiクIes: γ0〃脇00痢rm ioきhe脇oI

Heaひ命n md ihe γi嬢. To短融号n high esタeem ihose α高庇he

擁ue ol妨肋拐iγ is io e鋤′e ihe a舛γOひal o声heクeo祐

初。 Oarrγ海海0函usi as ihe ocean does ihe boaタ脇ca脇

。ひer初n h. To h妙men ol諦初e is io aiiγac吊heクγ0-

融訪o oI He鵬n,脇ose u,初is alu′ayS SO di植脇きoグObe

andクγedio訂’

With victory’tragedy began for Nguyen Trai・ His

integrity and righteousness prevented him from being

a courtier. The king took umbrage at his prestige,也e

other mandarins envied him bis authority・ For many

years he was kept away from public affairs and lived

a hermit,s life. In 1442’Court dignitaries pIotted to

incrimina,te him, and he was -eXeCuted・ His works

were thus dispersed and only preserved in part.

Among his literary heritage are :

一Geogra.phy of the Country (Z“ Dia Chi) ;

_ Proclamation of Victory over the Ngo (B訪研Vgo

Dai Cao):
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- Writings Composed while in the Amy (Ouan

Trung TII碑的h Taク)

-The Lam Son血surrection (L方m son ThαC LαC) :

- a COllection of 254 POemS in the nationa=anguage

(Q#Oc 4m Thi raク) ; and

- many POemS in classical Chinese.

The Proo賞amation of Victory over the Ngo (Ming),

full of na,tional pride’is one of the finest texts of

Vietna.mese literature 〈see full translatio皿, Page 92)

Nguyen Tra.i’s poe鵬in ”6m are the first importa‘nt

Works written in the natiorial language handed down to

us血om the past・ Besides being an indication of their

author’s poetic taIents’those poems gave interesting

infomation on [5th-Century Vietnamese. Here are

SOme ve購es which were written either in　#6m or

in dassiCal Chinese :

Mon鳥eγS u′ail a吊he seui〃g sm,

On ihe emクリhillslopes ihe shadou′S Of bamboos lenglhen.

Is 4履arl bea励g in all履se ih擁s?

∫ co初d giひe an ansu′er hadI noi ′oγgOiien宛.

Ha幽ness鋤d misIoγium do初come海a s函Ie擁y,

All abong ihe ce海のries greai mn leI初S ihe初′agedies∴

Of ihe u扉ueγSe, 0/ ihe卒Si andクese毎秒加γe does ih。

mea海ng lie?

J屈hai yondeγ misi oひer ‘he ’rees “吊he cdge o星he zo,aieγ,

*

A N`α Slage...

In娘が諦め,鋤き九日deseγied卵勅s, nOタa shado勘

An daツタong a ione砂boa頼es slee〆高g o柄he siγand・

ふI(erary紬d朋s!o重IcaI

EvoIu(jon under撮e |e

′ Undcr也e reign of LE THANH TONG a Confucian-

inspired literature developed. The king himself liked to‘

write and ha.d gathered twenty-eicht dignitaries who

were great scholars into a kind of academy `called

Tao Dan, OVer Which he presided・ The Tao Dan left

inany poems written in a refined style which exalted

the regime and the country. Many of its otherwrit-

ings were included in a collection ca.1led Thien Nam

Zu助raP. Le Thanh Tong himself left a collection

of poems in #6m・

The period of the first Le kings also left manyhis-

torical works, the most important of which being

written in 1479 by NGO SI LIEN. It was the Da雄iei

S“ Ky roa桝rhu, dea.1ing with Vietnamese history

from the begi皿ing to the founding of the I‘e dynasty

in |428. An mknown author l費L初h NamChich Ouaら

a collection of popular Iegends indispensable for find-

mg One・s wa,y in the beliefs and customs of ancient

Viet-nam. Early in the工6th century NGUYEN ZU

wrote rγ砂en Ky Man L鵬’a CO11ection of marvel

stories which, under cover of legends, COntain many

criticisms of the author against the sdciety and the

rulers of his ti皿e.

The figure of NGUYEN BINH KHIEM (149重置1585)

towered over the 16th century. This Confucian scholar’
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after being a ma.ndarin for some time with the MAC,

retired to his hermitage, BfZCh Va41 Am, founded a

SChool and trained many discipIes. Disgusted by the

PraCtices and morals at the Court and among the

mandarins, he professed his Iove of nature and his

attachment to = ”han ”, i,e. a life of retirement without

either material or social preoccupation and inspired

by the Taoist doctrine of “ no-a.Ct ”. However, aS Confu-

Cian, he could not fail to be deeply interested in the

COuntry’s politica=ife. It was a troubled period. The

Le kings reigned’but then the thrope was usuxped

by the Mac ; When it was restored to the Le, the rising

to powcr of the TRINH and NGUYEN families created

a political imbroglio which confused even the best

minds. Advice from the hermit of Baoh Van　4m was

much songht after by all parties concemed.

Thus when in |556 the genera,l TRINH KIEM want-

edto seize the Le也rone, he sent an emissary to

Nguyen Binh Khiem to consult bim. The scholar tumed

to one of his servants and said, ``-The harvest has been

lost because of bad seeds : for the next, yOu muSt Pick

an old strain. ” Then he visited a pagoda.’lighted a

few joss-Sticks and told the bonze : " If one takes care

Of the pa.goda and honours Buddha上One may have

rice cakes to eat∴’The emissary reported these words

to Trinh Kiem, Who took the hint and contented himself

With ha’nding over the throne to a descenda,nt Of the Le.

Acentury separated Nguyen Binh Khiem from

Nguyen Trai. The latter had fervently served the mo-

naLrChy’but也e former could no Ionger do so. The feu-

dal regime was_gOing through a deep crisis. In the

A N`α S細ge…

view of the scholars, Nguyen Trai had召gone out ’, to

serve the king, and play his role in society : Nguyen

Bi血Khiem was “ staying on ” at his retrea.t・ living

close to nature and to the peopleforぬe sake of his

conscience. To ・` goout ” or ・` stay on ”-this dilemma

was to na‘g talented.scholars for long centuries, in

face of feuda.l monarchy. Nguyen Binh Khiem ‾left

more than one thousand poems in classical Chinese

and in #6m, a.11 impregnated w皿antique wisdom, Sing-

ing the quiet life of ahermit and the beauty of nature’

or joking a.bout the vicissitudes of life. Here are two

of his better-known pce皿S :

A hoe, aク巌a〃d a Iish諭grod・

I榔′ander abo倣吊e伽i脇gクeoクIe io theiγクIeのs〃γe・

Foolish as J 4鯛, J see鳥soliiude,

Moγe Cleひ色r,弓沈ey ioi屈he cγO殺′ds・

Bamboo shoois i狗auium, SOya SグOuis i〃荻海の:

such is my food,

Iの!he s夕ing J Oaihe whhe /olus 4o脇言n鋤脇βγ i〃

ihe la鳥e.

W宛h my bao尼againsi a iγee, Si碑のgのc坤0!畝諦e,

I z”ai。h te′幼lth md hono伽rs Pass @S初a dγeam・

Haγγying oihers u毒Il bring yo初γOuble,

Be#er aわstai偽脇d sleeクSOmdly・

The haγder yo!‘ Cle脇ch youγ輝, Jhe Jess eas砂yo勅

0クen毎

Whoeひer Zaughs foo m海h one dのy my cho鳥e・

As a γ4海, Cais h初初mわe,

Lel some m珂0γlune ha勿e称and o彬n aγe eaien by a海s・

W読oγ lose : e毒heγ秒,頼bγing re空海ance,

Ha諦g noihing to秒′0γγy abo初is besi・
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PROCLAMATION OF VICTORY OVER T田E∴NOO事

(βj〃H NGO D相　C月O)量428

NGUYEN TRA]

Ji榔IaS Sのid :

To e殺sl`reクeaoe loγ iheクeoクIe, SuCh is ihe esse海e ol

hummイiγ a′,d i4煩わe,

To eli初imie涼oleme, SuOh is theクrimarγ aim of ouγ

soldieγS.

O幼γ COmirγ Dai Viet has /ong sime been

L鋤d of o妨cul初re,

W宛柄is側脇riひers an虎momiainsタ的ayS叩d鋤sioms,

D雄ere海かom Jhose o〃he Norlh.

The Trieu,_Dinh, Ly, rγan (工) bu殖印　Ouγ i〃deクend-

And siood as equals of ihe Ha勅Tang, Smg, Yuan (2)・

We had鳥no基脇boih days ol greainess a卯d訪mes o/

deoline,

Bui彬ひeγ had砂e lac鳥ed heγOeS.

Thai砂aS te′hγ∴u′e bγO解hi Jo mughi Luu C4′ng’s

amb紡ons

‡叢謹:誌語芋窪悪書藷嵩蕊寮
(重〉 Vietnamese dynasties.

(2) Chinese dynasties.

And Trieu r;d●s dreams o声01$q彬Sら

Ki彬d ToaDoのj Ham T拘

A調d ca夕飯red O Ma o” Jhe諭eγ Baoh Dang (工)・

切0函rem宣伸o声hose e坤lo癌s・

I鋤ihe γeCe海クas吊he iro初IesomeクOlicy of破Ho

Pγ0ひ0巌d angeγ and γeSenime初・

The Jr初動Ie初Mi〃g Joo鳥“dua海age o声吊o bγ海g ddsiress

uク0ク8鋤γ l㈱d,

A糊d ihe ira毒oγS SOld ihe co〃海γy lor mo′8ey and ho脚部rS・

捌eクeoクle u′eγe b“γ海o短he Ilam鋒Ol ba中海まγ・

のburied i′禽きhe iombs ol disasieγ.

To de。eんe Heauele and脇的the imadeγS reSOγied io a

ihousa仰d machわ8a房ons ;

Forめe砂り勿′S iheγ脇led a脇d o紳燭Sed・

助m脇γ a脇d　佃S房膨　鵬re CO初e脇鵬d・ the lmd

iγam少産d,

Raies and ta無籍krain loγeStS and声elds e脇クlγ"

Men砂eγe Se初io shaγ訪nIested seas io d訪e forクeaγls,

0履rs寂0佃er-γidde所の脇gle io s雄gold from sand・

Eueγy脇ere脇els md iγa卒紗eγe Sei了0γ〆easa海a初

deeγ,

Ne枕rクIa海s noγ inse融桃γe Sクaγed,

Wγe脇ed秘iaS ihe朽e ol演do妙S a初orクha脇s・

Theクvoクle t4′ere ’ean鋤d初ngγy,初出he Z,loods微力ers

Eaγih had io be moued,諦caγ研,O鞠and彩管:

E18dless coγt/les ca偽sed !he Jooms ‘o siay毒le・

([) Past victories over invaders.
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To γeCOrd初e o擁ressors’cri肋es all ihe bamboos ofきhe

Souihern Momta海砂o桝ld noi鋤耕ce;

Au ihe泌擁e′ ol ihe Easlern Sea could 180i訪an紗′aγ

妨Iilきh.

Hoα′ COuld Heaひe鳩CO幼done such felonies !

Theクeoクle’s mger had reached iisクea鳥.

J郷ouγ reireai on Mo偽8i Lam,

Weあ00ded oリグihe砂rO解きdone io o幼γ la徹d,

S砂e料i循g no雄o liひe脇deγ破sme ya脇oI heauemS

ihe o舛γeSSOrS.

Foγ γeaγS u′e Snl佃・ed in o桝r heaγi and mind,

Tas妨3g gal′ a佃d lyi州g o偽horns.

We hardlyタo勧勝馬ed o%r meals,ゐひO訪解6〃γ訪me轟o s細dy-

i宛g siraiegies,

Po融諦ng o彬γ ihe 4asi mdクves鋤J,料房ghタng !he

Chames o/ suocess.

Eひ鋤in ouγ dreamsクlans !0γ ins勿rγechomのere haめhed,

Oelγ Only Jhoughi d砂&海扉gh信o,aS mhoml 7eSiora訪o幼.

When ihe bamer ol γeひOll u′aS raised, enemy Sirengik

紗aS ai宛sクea鳥;

On ourside, ialeni u,aS raγe aS Siars ai daきe偽and leaひes

in auiumn,

OIIicers and aduisers u,eγe lac烏ing.

Bur海ng te,宛h Gmクa訪ence Jo sat’e /he加oクIe, Z”e Jonged

toタグ綴rch easiu′aγd ;

On ouγ Chaγioj, Zhe bGSI sea信e,aS Je/i Gmクiγ, Z”a宛ingか

a iale寂ed general

Alas, !γiends秒′ere laie io come言i紗aS l猿砂a占oh訪g

ihe log鴻Sea!

Wタhadio ′elγ O筋鋤r Ou′n loγCeS : a dγ0章脇わらg mn

紗a毒ed io be γeSO勺led !

The鋤emγ砂as O初he γamクage, ihe na諒o脇in disiress・

Il書Linh Son, /0γ ZO'ee鳥s z4′e 7an Shori o/ s吟クhes J

AI Khoi助yen, nOきan海aci bγigade u,aS勤・

B初He伽en e鵬r似諦ed αS演ih a gγeai γeSクOnSi∂ili霧γ,

And榔′e had io s海γmO筋8i all obsiacles.

Wi拐鵬クeoクle海霧e初掃e o幼e single Iam砂,砂e held

筋gh ihe siandaγd ol reuol信

W宛h o植eγS鋤d桝en l猿砂her a幼d son,甲e Shaγed

まhe lasi dγO夕OI訪約・

月elγing on su!所se,鵬OクpOSed鋤γ砂ea鳥Iorces io

much sirongeγ OmS,

IlあS彫物I ambushes, OWγ Ieu′ iγ00pS desiγOyed Jarge

α海is.

S仙郷がf鋤y鵬co名所脇ed baγbariiγ脇h ius訪ce,

A融lo(Igh雄γ海ulence榔諦h hum海砂・

A霧Bo Dang,雛SiγuC鳥ihem l諸e ligh海ing ;

I# Tγa Lan, Jheiγ Jγ00♪s z4’Gye C海!0〆eces・

The higheγ Ouγ SOldiers’sクiriら

The moγeそのidesクread iheirクres訪ge・

Tra幼Trj, SoI匂Tho ze,eγe righlened o初O月heiγ u′毒s,

Ly 44!, Ph脇∂g Ch読h s加雛d “ clean Z,aiγ 0/ heels・

WeクγeSSed Jhem hard, SOO% ray彫仰h %′aS OurS ;

A証,anCing agaれze,e yeCOひered Dong Do !he old ca2妨al・

The streams o/ bloocZ shed bγ ihe enemγ at N読h Rte#

sian鳥弓or a iho鵬and m被s,

Z71e〆ves o星oγクSeS勅by Jh鋤“i roI Do偽g /or a

ihousand γearS Ze,0初みbe γemindeγS O声heiγ Shame・

The Jra毒oγS rran H砂and Ly Lo/Ong Z2′eγe beheaded・
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Vu鋤g Tho鳩g海ed Jo γeiγ初e /he海saster弓he lla脇es

O1砂γOSe highe′ !

Ma`Anh鋤shed /0 !he /eSCue : Our ;γ004s siγuc鳥eひen

haγdeγ.

Rum所g o海Ol bγealh, the enemγ砂aS ai ihe end ol his

ieiher :

尺elyわg on読ielligmce and s脇l, aiming ai men’s

heaγis,砂e殺On砂毒ho偽l4初heγ極h初g.

Foγ a訪me秘,e ihoαgh出hey秒,Ould reクenら

Iの/acl ih多γ妙ere Onlyクlot訪ng moγe Cr擁硲・

One lmn’s obduγaOy Cγeaタed miseγies /0γ ihousa偽ds,

ThiγSiing Ior Po殺′eγ　and gloγγ, he寂rned himsd/

海lo a la〃g巌脇gstoc鳥・

And so Jhat∴協Ie ;yγa海　ruyen Duc se海わooかa擁γ

iγ00クS,

And Jhe co砂aγds Moc Thanh md Lieu Thang Jried !0

ク寂Ou吊he liγe擁h oil・

In Jhe 9th moon oI, iheγeaγ 0声he GoaらL諒u Thang

moひed his armγ /γOm Kh肋On,

I研he |Oth moon, Moc Tha偽h came訪ih his Jγ00クS l′Om

、　　　　　　　Yunnan.

Firs信。e S10紳ed Jhem “雄ey sクo!s鋤d cγ鵬hed fheiγ

ひanguards,

Then妙e C初O/声heiγ cOmm1毒ca訪ons amZ s砂p雄es・

O扉he |8th,砂e de!ealed Lieu Thang擁Chi La解,

On Jhe 2Oih,擁Ma 4n, he Josi his li/e.

On ’he 25th, Co〃ni Luong Minh died,

On偽e 28ih, Mi海steγ　Ly Khanh commi海ed s毒cide.

Fiγed by o華γびわioγies,椛γuShed Ioru′aγd,

Conlused by Jheiγ de/多ais, rheγ iurned on GaCh oiher・

On all sides ze,e besieged !heir ciiadels,
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B融0鋤a勅をh捉ま訪g ihem by披ケルiddle oI ihe　工Oih

CγaC鳥諦ops and o励cers彬re Sele〆ed foγ履iask;

D毒巌海g ai γiひers, 0αγ elepha1匂is dried ihe sirea紡s,

Whe猿d oni∴rOc鳥s,脇r Sそのrds eγOded mom′ah)S.

O露o桝r竹sboタ8Sl鋤g海, a祝he s加r鳥9袖ere e破rmわめed,

AIieγ ihe seoond assの脇, nOl a si脇gle油〃桝γe re榊ai彬d.

We椛〆高he偽書rrわa線e砂枕h bl細- a紗aγ披dγγ leaむes,

And娠siubborn a海s宅楊ch ca幼鳩d砂克郎ioiα肋aク彬・1

0n his居nees, Thoi Tα begg凄lor n殺′Oy,

Tγ海g his h鋤ds, Hoa櫓亭楊柳。擁融点his ll悌g. )

Enemγ COrクSeSクiled就鋤On履road io L脇ng G宛偽g

and王a鳩So拘

AタX卿略Gia夜露肋は鋤肋Tha拘　脇eir音blood　毒のged

iheわび海砂森h γed.

W擁d蜜-1伽d諦o桝d$ Changed cQlo縦, ,  . ′中

Sのめand moo〆る砂aleed.

Co筋red′ ai Le Hoa, ihe Y鋤のaヶ年か0硬S年鋤i 〈mad

脇hクa梱れ

De/eaied ai C伽rγam, Meo Fh卿h’s so脇eγS高aの噂ねd

On eaOh oiheγ読破ir楊g履・

The Laク!h Cau siγeam ee′aS dogged z雄h blood, !he Gi′

li鵬d枇,毒カmoans ;

CoγクSeS Iormed knons訪Da,, Xa, amidsi cloited gγaSS・

The細O relief armies砂eγe Shaiteγed belore履y co初d

esoaクe,

All ihe gaγγisons ioo鳥oll iheiγ aγmOur and suγγendeγed・

Caクiured generals,掃gers γeduced io imクOienoe言m〆0γ一

edクardo,ら

Ge彬rousびわioγS, SenS紡ひe io ihe訪Il oI Hea彬的,砂e

gra庇ed ihem quaγteγ.

7-VS登重
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Foγ Mla Ky a"d Phuo幼g Chi州h z4’e夕voa履d輝e h鯛dred

タ鯛ks;

0海aまseaまheiγ 7aces秘,ere- S訪lb g彬en秒疎音lβar・

To陶肋g rhong and Ma 4nんze’e g鋤誉e鵬r話娩0“S鋤d
葛h音OrSeS ;

B倣c鳥海iheir c鋤幼砂, ihe定γ legs s訪ll shao鳥海疎ie〃Or・

曳きa訪gゐaih,嬢y as烏ek !or申eace; (

W待γeSeダリed our forces a仰d lei ou可eoクIe haひe a reS信

S鮒h郷IaS Ou′ g〆sdom.

FγOm nOu′ 0帥鋤γ履融is saIe,

蹄訪eγS a13d偽o%海a訪s粉ill seβ a調eαリera.

Calm comes a海γ施siorm, ,

L廟油as dγi鋤a秘Iay daγ鳥伸ess・

Foγ eひeγ秒e haひe Cleansed o%γSeねeS Of shqmら

FoI eU`γ榔′e膏hai! haひeクeace・

Boih Heauell aled鋤タの鵬eSiors加妙訪細れba妨;

W`きoo鳥桝クams, !鋤g妨and砂0〃・

A祝融弓0α′ SeaS鋤ク∴州0砂Seγ鋤eタかaまあa調笹よaγe

Ioγ海om訪g :

L〆eひeグッbodγ eUeγy妙巌wβ ∂e so i布Or棚ed・

Translated by D.T.B

IV_THE TAY SON EPOCH

(I8撮Cen加γ)



丁
HE feuぬl society built under the first Le kings in

the 15th century flourished for about a hundred

years : butぬe structures set up ceased to play a posi-

tive role衛)early as the工6th century and decadence

n阻n轟ested itself more and more clea.rly in the 17th,

脚Iminating in a, deep and i調emediable eris追in

the r8th.

The feuda重lstructure rested on an agrarian system

based on private land、 Owhership coexis慨ng with a

mi11enary institution of communal ‘ lands which were

Subjected to periodic‘ distribution∴If, juridically,

everybne had access to ownership and enjoyed the

§ame Civil rights, in practice, a mihority of landowne士S

had taken possession of the larger part of the lahd

and appropriated the best communa=ands, reducing

to misery the majo正ty of working peasants.血the

Villages,へIandowners and notables laid down the law,

C班ected very heavy land rents, and exacted exorbitant

interests for debts.

The feudal State administered the country by means

Of a, bureaucracy of mandarins recruited through

COmPetitive examinations. One of its ma.in functions

COnSisted in building and maintaining an important

network of dykes and irrigation canals to protect agri-

oulture against natural calamities. The diligence of the

State services or their negligence in water conservancy

WO血led to far-reaching consequences・　　　‘
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The prestige of the monaLrChical Sta.te and the

mandarin bureaucracy rested on the teaching of

Confucianism, Which was disseminated throughout the

country and incu]cated upon the people absolute

respect f調the king and strict observance of lSOCial

hie rarchy.

Handicfafts a.nd trade were not much valued, and

七he mandalin bureaucracy tried to hinder the d6velop-

血ent of trade. Lechniques did not advance, forlthe

landowners,血むndarins and notables got他eir incomes

from direct exploitation of working peasants・ Handi-

crafts and trade were only to meet the, needs of the

Court, POmP Or of luxury consumption. Nomina‘lly’

the Le king? reigned over the whole count士y, but

two families of seigneurs, the TRINH in the North

and tbe ,NGUYEN in the South, bad divided the

CO叩try and were waging endless wars betwe?n

themselves.

In the ]8th century’factors of crisis and change had

accumulated : the agrarian crisis, the development of

handicrafts and trade言he political and administrative

crisis, the ideoIogical c正sis, COntaCt With the out§ide

WOrld, the co調uPtion of the ruling circles. The country

WaS Shaken by great peasant uprlSmgS Which

culminated in the TAY SON moVement. A century of

convulsions, the r8th century was also a century of

renewal, Or at least of great hopes. With the Ta.y Son,

Viet-nam lived one of the most brilliant periods of

her history. National culture, inspired by great peasant

insurrectionsl and more or less libera.ted from feudal

fetters’flourished vigorously・

T馬e Tのγ Son・.・
置03

The c鵬筒of仇e ninh Regまれe i鶴the No重th

狐e月gr合垂れCrj菰

∴The appropriation of land by landoⅧerS’nOtables

a.nd mandarins ha.d deepened considerably’eSPeCially

in the North, the domain of the Trinh, Where arable

l弧ds were sやrce. With population growth’ the

evil took on disastrous dimensions.血17H, thyOu如

an 。dict, the Trihh had to当0γbid greai /am雄es’

手筋訪o雛γiesi鋤d ′eOia弛s帥弓a鳥e偶d脇iage oI寂胸訪

0メタeasantsわe海砂擁e脇e・S鋤deγ COueγ Of b所肘’’

血de。d, Sale a可purqhpe co血racts Were uSed o種ly to

Icgalize appropriations effected to the detriment of

s皿all famers. The c呼punal lands did not escape也e

l狐dowper:’gpeed either. In [739’the seigniorial Court

baq to admit tha.t朝形彬,e棚諭初Oth海/0中海eaS一

仲的串O nひe. O脇∴

The situation.bad beco皿e SO disturbing that in

174O, a Trinh lord planned to na.tionalize al=狐ds to

redistribute them to IPeaSantS Who would pay land

rents to the State. 1But ,all the孤andarin bureaueracy

and th。 Class of landowners opposed the project・ Which

was quickly buricd‘

one of the most obvious indications of this agraria'n

cr王sis was the increaslng number o=aw・Suits relaJtive

to appropriation of lands・ but the expropriated peasant

who appeared before mandarin courts wa.s molested’

had to pay bribes, and finally often lost his case.、

Complaints rea.ched the seigniorial Court in such great

numbers tbat in 1723 the Trinh had to set up areal
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嵩誌芸詩誌霊e認諾t謹Ori al
“ I扉海u脇ges,脇諭Otables,郷;〃g脇ousa完ds o声yic鳥s,

γ脇ng aγbみaγ砂,音grdbbing other卸Oi砂sグ0率riγ io e幼加h

thmsdぴes, 0幼ress擁豆theクooγ, desかS海g弓嬢扱紡aきe,

aひai吊hemse砂es oI ihe leasi o舛Or鋤脇y io海dわi舞0擁

a脇bri〃g忠海iis aga訪s出hem・ II ihe佃碕me妨iho函

a ius青物e, do多s御飯幼弱γ ihem, ihey a細eal aga訪s頼

0脇Oe自演ce, i庇e訪m夢s. The却Or are nOi able鯵o caγ′y

On脇e鋤あa州d eu鯛雛l珂I却0擁aγe ru訪ed. ,,

珊e sane report reIated t血e thousand ways used by

notables to e如ort p亡operty from the ‘ poor, grab

COmmuna=ands and create factioh5. Th6 village admin-

istratton was ′ therefbre thoro鳴h,ly , CO五重t/ brit l the

State remalned powe血ess. The年State十王t§elf wa§　no

Ionger able to ta‘ke proper careトof the比rg詰rrigat品

WOrks・ Due to th上s state of things, the least na錠raI

Calamity led to so皿etimes disasttous famines. The

PeaSantS Were compelled to abandon their villages,

舶nde瓦ng jn search of food amd dyingby the thousands

On the roads. The State could dp‘little more than dole

Oht quite inadequate sapplies of foo。. The C“ong

働,C amals thus related the ]735 famine :

`` Thieひes and ba海d料mu鞠妨ed,辞。i脇γ海Hai

D郡のg・ Peas鋤ts gat,e吟all肋l訪脇ion. A1生ood resm,eS

椛移e諦幼Sied海霧heひillages・ e筋妙高S鋤Nam・現帝展

γOamed abouらCaγγy訪g履iγ Children, i購餓rCh oI so彬γわe.

T鵜タ励Ce of rわe soaγed ;工○○ cOi御sそのere卿longeγ enO礁短o

クa少Ior a meal・碑oクお初あ的彬的ab嬢and heγbs, aie

γa鯵s and sm鹿s・ Dead bodies laγ abou吊he γOads.タ,

T加これy So購

The・ nu血ber of ruined peasants who al)andoned

thairw粗ages toI Wander about the country increased

so鳴reatly tha.t in 1730 the Trinh had to appoint twelve

hi舟dignitaries of the Court to try to bring. them back to

their homes, but in vain. A census showed that l,73O

villages ‘Were Particularly a.雌ected・ Thjs ruined and

wandering¥ Peasantry WaS tO m包ke岬the bulk of

insurgent groups in the I8th-Century reVOlts・

TI:e P〇月かcal合かd

血d蘭In応書r合(iγe Crj8js　~

W址Ie the' Village administration showed itself to be

rapacious and‘(Cruel’the ' mandarin bureaucra,Cy and

the seigniorial`Court sank into corruption and debauch-

e町Thc building of palaces and pagodas burdened

the budget, and so did the lavish rejoicings of the

Co血t. I孤|7|8, a CenSOr Submitted a report stressing

the people,s misery and proposing to

- forbid all squandering’,

- StQP all、 building and repairs of pa.laces,

_Cut down the ,ndmber of pleasure tr;ps by血e

Court, and

_ Cut down the number o[ administrative inspec-

tion tours.

The censor wa.s congratulated’but his advice re皿ain-

ed unheeded. The Trinh lords ordered the building of

many recreation sites′ PagOdas・ manSions’requlrmg

excessive contributions and labour from the population・

ceremonies were held in grea,t POmP. To meet all

these expenses, in the 18th century’the Trinh instituted’
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With the he重p of ‘a devoted mandarin, NGUYEN CONG

HANG, a neWSyStem Of taxes and dut王es which encom-

PaSSed a霊l spheres ′Of production, leaving noぬing , Out

Of State controI. The principle of this fiscal refom

Wa,S Sta.ted in r72r aS follows :　　　　　r

.` Fo働e砂,暫endings砂ere /i彬d α待巌bas宛0I re4ei鉢;

no砂鵜　are g∂ing io I訪rece擁S io be co妨oied on∴ihe

basis oI sクend海gs. ,’

A fata.1 blow was dealt to the mandarin institution by

the putting to sale of offices. Thus money began- tO

COrrOde the feudal structure ; anyOne COuld buy manda-

rin titles, and promotion of mandarins was prompted

by money. Bribery became so to spe・ak legal, las the

mandarin squeezed the common people to get back

What he had had to payfor his office and to get

rich. Edicts were promuIgated to f軸t the evil, but

they rema,ined ineffective.

While the Trinh lords sankl int6　debauchery and

extravagance’factions multiplied at the Court. Palace

」ntrigues in which eumchs and favourites played an

important part helped peIPetuate a grOWing instability・

Honest ahd upright mandarins were eliminated, and

many a time, rebe11ing special units of the army made

a.nd broke ]aws’deposing mandarins and lords at will

in a capital city beset by anarchy.

Peasant Re voIts

櫨競der　妬e　種別WH

Still sporadic in the 17th century’PeaSa,nt

revolts gained wider scape in the 18tll.血l the

ぐんでαγ So能・.・
重07

mountain唯givns, ethnic minority groups rebelled

under。the leadership of loca,l chiefs. As early

a紬的[5, the annals indica.ted that the delta. pro-

拒nces were infested with ba.ndits・ In　工737, the

T血h had to set up watch-tOWerS nearly ¥leVeryWhere

so as to point,Out, Py meansof(fire signals’the move-

ments of insu鴫ents,Who were multiplying in many

regions・ The agita.tion took on a political form with

clandestipe writings’SIogans, false rumors designed

to discredit the regime. Writi鴫S Were disseminatcd in

which the authors made attacks on the administration

in the fo叩Of stQries andl fables・ In 17|争the TriI血

Court banned the函nting a.nd circulation of such

writings an皐h担tqein ,?eized and burnt. Various sccu‾

rity measures were taken・ in particular the establish-

mept of village guards made ap of notables’and of

皿ilitary commands in the provinces・ In 17名]’and

ngain in 1727,ぬe anny was reinforced. All those

measures, however’COuld not stop the successive peas-

ant revolts. Of these we shall cite only the most

important.

In 1737’‘under the leadership of a bonze’NGUYEN

zupNG HUNG, thousands of peasants occupied the

Tam Dao mountains, nOrth-WeSt Of the capital, Wpere

the news sowed pa,nic. The revolt was harshly put down

but shortly a.fter in the mountain rcgion of Thanh Hoa

province, a descendant of the Le▲ LE ZUY MAT, headed

ap uprising which invoしved both pea‘SantS from the delta

糾d highlanders.

In I739, insungent centers Were developing in a11

provinces, Particularly in the Rcd River delta・ The
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Cuong Muc annals relate that poor people gathered there
“ bγ hαndreds言わ鵬ands, eぴe信e鵜10声ho鵬mds,鋤d

besieged Jhe ’o棚串踊n ‘rresistible mo彬me海. ” Relations

Were establi§hed i昆tween insurgent organizations in

Various provinces to co-Ordinate their a‘Ctions, but the

uprisings remained in mosもcases of Iocal charactef∴〆

The riinh then crea.ted the village guards’Choosing

two out of every ten young men and amed them for

the defence of nlral communes・ But the village guards

often cro壷d over to the insurgents and the measure

WaS SOOn CanCeHed・ In巧4O, the Trinh reinforced the

amy’s special units・ The出血amy had to carryout

mopping-uP OPerations uncおingly’for hardly had an

uprising been quelled when another broke out. In Hai

Duong province’eVen after the death bf rebeI chiofs

NGUYEN TUYEN and NGUYEN CU in ±74工, the上r

Partisans again rallied, apPea.ring and disappearing

among villagd諒nd grass-COVered swamps.

血the midlands and highla’nds’in LangSon, Bac

Giang, in the provinces of Tuyen Quang’Thai Nguyen’

Cao Bang, in the mounta.in areas of Thanh Hoa, the

ethnie minorities, SOmetimes alIied with rebel6 in the

delta, rOSe uP against the軸nh; However, the血ain

insurgent center remained the delta. Four of those

PeaSa.nt revolts gained particular scope and ]asted

many years.

Starting from son Tay province, the movement led

by NGUYEN ZANH PHUONG began in 174O and died

down only in r75工・ The insurgents succeeded in controト

Iing the provinces of Vinh Yen, Phu Tho’Tuyen Quang,

Part of Son Tay’COllected ta.xes on forest produce

T加珊γ So持・・.

co皿ing紐om the highlands, and during eleven years

・・s。叫alγ勃携融eれ佃O位he Tんa竹g Long Couγi・’’

A鵬rl, Su∝eSSive failures by the Trinh troops, Lord

TRINH ZOANH bimself hadto take command of a

strong arny in [751, but the insurrection was put

dow皿only after hard-fought battles.

In Hai Zuong pmvince’after the defeat of tbe

peasant leaderNguyen Cu’bis lieutenant NGUYEN HUU

CAU succeeded him in 174工and fomented one of the

greatest peasant revolts in the ceptury. A talented

scholar, disgusted with the system of mandarin com-

petitions, Nguyen Huu Cau atta.cked the rich and dealt

out埠eir property to the pqor, Ca11ing hi皿Self “ Great

Geperal Protector of the People. ” He settled in the

coastalノpeg垂of ,Do) Son, Va,n Don, OCCuPied Kiep

An province’built a flotilla of comba,t junks. He was

an excellent strategist and his troops, highly mobile

a埋Capal)le of fighting both on land and on river’

inまlicted a great defea,t On Trinh tr叩ps in 1744’CauSing

panic even in the capital. His in士luence spread to Kinh

Bac province’and his name inspired enthusi己sm among

也e Peas狐t maSseS, While sowing terror lamong the

mandarin? and soldiers. The Trinh had to mobilize

strong armies commanded by their best generals tb

fight him. Whenever he was beaten, he quickly reor-

g叫Zed his forces, rallying thousands of peasants under

his fla.g’With the sIogan : “ Take from the rich to give

to the poor’㌧ hence the legepd of his invincibility・

Overco皿e by sheer numbers’Nguyen Huu Cau was

captured in 1751 and executed. During his captivity,

he wrotea poem’=The Bird in Cage”′ in which be

sang his aspirations to freedom.



'　The movement led by HOANG CONG CHATタ、Which

develaped in Son Nam・ in tbe lower part of the deIta,

Iasted from [739 'to 1769. Maiply practising guerilla

Warfare’building no fixed ba.ses, COnCehtrating・ and

stattering his forces with rapidity, Hoang Cong Cha.t

SuCCeeded in holding at bay the T血h armies during

long years. In [75工, as a Trinh offengive was develap-

ing he went to the l mOunta.in region of ・Thanh ′Hoa,

then to the north-WeSt Of Bac Bo, Where in ]761 he

Set uPPOSitions on the river Da. In 1768, he died,

and his son, beaten by` the Trinh, tOOk refuge in

Yunnan.

The movement led byしLe Zuy Mat also lasted

long years, from 1738 to r779. A descendaht of the

Le rnyal famiきy’Le Zuy Mat took refuge in the moth-

tain area of Thanh Hoa, where he created a starting

base’relying oh poor peasants and highlanders. In a

PrOdamatioh to the peopIe, he sct forth the movement.s

藍霊宝慧霊等詩誌諾。謹
ed. By [740 his forc?S COntrOlled a Iarge part of

the mountain regions of Ninh Binh and Son Tay prov-

inces and lWa’S expanding toward the delta pf Thanh

Hoa’then by ]752 tO血e mountain region of Nghe

An. In those regions’he helped t血e瞬asants to reor-

ganize farming by building irrigation works and devel_

aping workshops for ¥ farm tooIs・ By基763車s domain

ha‘d extended as far as Tran N王nh. Only in lク69 We購

the Trinh able to launch a real count餌offensive. The

OPerations lasted till 177O ; I‘e Zny Mat) betrayed by

One Of his lieutenants, killed himself.

T加がaγ So持・・・　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　重重重

With the death of Le ZuyMat, the great peasantmove・

m軸s墨ainst the Trinh died downl gradua.11y’but

鱒y had dealt a fatal blow to thelregime. Their major

Weakness lav mainly in their diapersion and the lack

of organization in face of a ceritralized State having

a professional amy a.nd a seasoned administrative

organization. 1 There面a§ at times coordination be-

tween di鮎erent movements, but never organization at

nationa=evel. Revolts broke ) out SPOntaneOuSly・ and

always had a local character.1 In the ]8th century声he

peasants were joined by r扇ned artisa恥恥iners, dis'

contented trad銃men¥ ;羽咋, d即elopment of bandicrafts

and trade and of exchanges with foreign countries had

created an embryonic national market・ but there was

not a true bo調geoisie capable of taking the revolt in

hand to overthrow feudalism and build a. new society.

血most cases the leadership of peasant皿OVements

was in the hands of elements sprung from feudalism: dis-

sident scholars’Petty mandarins、・ bonzes, Who could即t

conceive a clear-Cut PrOgram and a new organization.

The Trinh ,Were COmPelled to皿ake so皿e COnCeS.

sions : they cut down taxes, duties and corv飾s, but

at the s;me time reinforced their amy, eSPeCially by

special u卿its・ However, While these units helped them

to put down peasa.nt revolts [erociously, they were to

become, after victory, a Pemanent da.nger for the regime,

狐e郷〃VH府e少九〇 toward富

沌e励d of細e 18撮Ce競細ry

Although the T血h succeeded in putting do高n

revolts, they could l neither stop land grabbing nor
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PreVent a degradation of the regime. Edicts from the

Seigniorial Court,膏ntrea.ties by censors, refom pro-

jects proposed by manda.rins anxious for public welfare

Were allwithout e鯖ect. In the 7O's and 8o’s of the cep-

tury’famipes occurred repea.tedly.

With the advent in 1767 Of TRINH SAM, a debauched

and cormpt lord’POWer fell into the hands of the

favourite DANG THI HUE and her family. The Court

Was divided into two rival factions′ the partisans of

the heir apparent and those of the favourite. It wasthe

latter’s son who came to power a;t the death of Trinh Sam

in 1782. The invested lord was伽ly six years old, and

it was HOANG DINH BAO’Dang Thi Hue’§ ParamOur,

Who held real power. Late ih [782; the troops revolt-

ed, killed Hoang Dinh BaらreeStabli§he櫨the heir

aPParent, but from that date the special血its impo8ed

their will on the seignioria.1 Court’Plundering the

POPulation, de坤sing prmCeS and di8nita青es, aSSaS置

Sinating those who opposed their doings.

Peasant revolts broke out again, Without, however,

reaching the scope of , the previous movements. By

the end of the ]8th century' the Trihh regime was

about to collapse.

The　富aySon :

Reuれi鯖catio義and Renewal

AS ‡悪霊豊誓f諾菅営業護
deep′ and irremediable. Towards thel end of the

T加Tay So鋤
重重3

18th century’an insurgent movement, that of the Tay

Son’lWaS tO u血rt from the Nguyen domain and to

SWeeP aWay bot血the Trinh and the Nguyen, thus

reunifying the country and creating the premises of

national renewa.l. Unfortuna.tely, for reasons which

We Will try to analyze, the Tay Son did not succeed

ih staying in power for long・ and ea'rly in the 19th

Century, feuda’l reaction got血e upper hand’reStOring

feudalism in its most rea.ctiomry forms.

7概e C碗○[

鵬e NGUY号〃月e功琉e八

As in the Norぬ・ in the Nguyen,s domain’land grab-

bing by landown釘s, mahdarins and notables drove

many peas叩ts into misery and ruin. For some time,

the evil found an issue in the coloniza.tion of new

lapds in the Mekong delta ; the lands recla.imed ty

PeaSantS, though grabbed by landowners later on,

Were large and fertile enough to ma.ke the crisis less

acute. But in the provinces of Trung Bo, due to the

Shohage of arable Iand, any grabbing condemned the

POOrPeaSantS tO an impossible life・ As early as ]6I3’the

Nguyen seignioria.1 Court had to intervene by establishing

a cadastral surveyso asto limit the extension of landed

ProPerty. This administrative intervention had only a

temporary effect; in the villages, la,ndowners and

notables ignored it, With tbe complicity of mandarins.

In r669, faced with an acute crisis, the Court again

Ordered that communal estates chould not be appro-

Priated. And yet, for al=hat′ in:the J 18th century,

a.ccording to the historian LE gUY DON, many villa料s

8-丁子S2I
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no Ionger had any communal lands left for periodical

distribution to the pcasants. Rice production in those

PrOVinces sutfered, and as early as the |8th century’

the central regions had to buy rice from Gia Dinh

(Saigon).

This poverty-Stricken peasantry toiled under heavy

and multiple burdens imposed by a seigniorial Court

twhich, On the one hand, Carried out a policy of nearly

continous warfare - War against the Trinh; and ter-

ritorial expansibn at the expense of Cambodia - and

on the other band ’sank more and more deepIy iuto

plea.sure a.nd luxury. The Nguyen levied taxes on all

agricultural, handicraft or trade activities, eXaCting

from the population contributions in‘ cash and in kind’

such as precious wood’rattan’CIoths’etC. The records

of Cao Xa vi11age, Thuan Hoa province (Hue region),

for example, Showed that of 53 registered adults, 9

were exempted, While the other 44 Paid every ye狐

taxes and duties tota.11ing 138 strings of coins (the price
/Of・a. large buffalowas 4O Strings in difficult periods).

Not counting contributions in kind, the Nguyen Court

COllected every year

- from 338,OOO tO 423,OOO Strings of coins,

一缶o皿84O tO 89O OunCeS Of gold, and

一皿any thousand ounces of silver・

The historian noted that当0′　et/ery a棚O鋤i !he

Siaわ　COタ方e筋d,施ま　mal‡daタイ卿O彬oioγS ioo鳥　海ice as

m〃Ch Ioγ海mse砂es. ’’

As early as the ]7也century’their power having been

consolidated,也e Nguyen lords and their manda血s ha,d

indulged in extra,Va,gant luxury. The harems were

Tん` Tαγ So職　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　●　　　章重う

full: the Iord Nguyen Phuc Chu had as many as r46 ch蘭-

ren・ Lords and m餌darins built many palaces and pago-

das with preei関S WOOd, richly sculptured : they dressed

in s眼and、 brocaLde ; the capital Phu Xuan (Hue) g章℃W

into a big metropo量is. Le Quy Don noted一:

’’S海ce履γeign oI Vo V仰のg (工738)高妨uγγタケ

脇Ied,ク弱γ mandaγ海s i桝iia初g h夜加r oll定cials. Ho録耗S

砂`移　SCu砂i4彬d,砂aus b脇i oI stom,、 hang初gs aタ‡d

鋤砂のs m融e oI s鵬・型a嬢鋤d dishes ol br鋤彬0γ函γ紺

Iai硝he佃γn擁γe Ol夕ecio鵬iZqOOd, haγneSSeS u,e′e Oγ桝-

mm′ed秘所h goid md s祝eγ... Theγ γegarded gold a卯d si短′

as sal‡d, γ宛e_部d擁.’’

From 1765 OnWard, real power fell into the hands

Of Regent TRUONG PHUC LOAN, Who made a colossal

fortune for himself by e読ry means. Oppression and

injustice prevailed,工he feudal class became one of

Predatory and corrupt. parasites. The bureaucracy of

皿andarins and subaltem officials was expanding

beyond measure at al=evels.

Famines occurred repeatedly in the provi耽es of

Trung Bo ; in 1751 a. rePOrt by the mandarin NGUYEN

CU TRINH noted tha.t many inbabita.nts had failed to

register’either to escape ta.xes or because they had

been reduced to misery and vngrancy. Foreign trade

WaS dwindling, One Of the m巧or causes being the

bribes exacted by the mandarins in charge from foreign

merchants.

Ano也er factor of trouble was monetary deprecia-

tion. Unlike the Trinh domain, the Nguyen’s did not

have any copper mines, and the seigniorial Court was

compもlled to mint zinc coins (in fact an alloy of zinc
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and tin), muCh less durable tha.n copper coins・ Even

Private citizens were alloWed to make zinc coins・ This

resulted in a rapid deprecia.tion of the currency,

SOaring prices ind ・SPeCulations by merchants.

The abofye-mehtioned report by Nguyen Cu Trinh

Wamed the Nguyen lords :

`′I beg !o oZ,Seγ彬mOSi初mblγ !ha吊heクvoクIe’s mIserγ

has γeaCh_d m e勅em degree; ;/ One CO脇n彬S !0 γ履

き毒th読d研eγenCe,砂訪hou吊hin鳥ing of寂巌ng a舛γ0クγiaie

脇easures, e脇the admi卒iγaiion o/ a 、 Uillage砂Ould be-

come i〃叫OSSible, lei alone lh寂Of aクγ0ひ,me, and ihe秒′hole

co初毎γy.・・ Theクeopわno longeγ haue anγth諦g io初e o′れ

ho砂Ca卯iheiγ heaγtS be aiクeace了

Late in the　|7th century, uPrisings took place in

Various provinces, in which tra.desmen and highlanders

Participa,ted togetbe重With peasants・ `

7嶋e End ot紐e

〃GひY号N Lord雷

In |77工・ in Tay Son vi11a.ge’Binh Dinh province,

three brothers named NGUYEN NHAC, NGUY耳N HUE

and NGUYEN LU began an insurgent movement which

SWiftly spread to neighbouring localities. Nhac was a

Petty functionary who had worked as a tax-COllector :

his brother Huewa.s soon to revea.1 himself as one of

the most brilliant figures in Viet・na.m’s history.

The TAY SON brothers managcd to give the皿OVe-

ment a judicious political orientation∴right from

the bl痔ming. On the one hand, they presented

T加でaγ Soタ‡

themselves as defenders of poor peas狐ts, thus rallying

the large masses of the peasantry ; On the ( Other hand

they claiped that they only wanted to oppose the‘ regent

Trucmg Phuc Loa.n in order to restore the auぬority

Of也e Nguyen lords, and this sowed division among

the partisans of the regi皿e.

“ They began mo妨g海oughひ脇ages ,,, r印0轟蘭a Spa寄主

ish missionary, `` an卿mc海g ‘o i穣訪uhabiia硯s !ha高砂y

縦re脇Oi鎚肋d細,’b砂卿o夕s lγOm Hea鋤, ihai穣γ鋤海一

房io see函ice〆切a祝のd鯵o妨グaie ihe函舞lγOm

搬iyra幼のγ 0声he鳥海g and his mandaγ訪s. Theツタγea訪ed

eq“aliiy海eひerγ搬ng. And fa砺加持o iheir dodγわ的・海se

Ioreγ鋤nerS Ol mode脇SOc融ism robbe(己m鋤daγ読s md

iheっ高揚ol雌iγかやeγ訪es,砂hich iheγ dis諦脇細d io破

ク00γ. Theび雄略鋒, 〔γ鵬兄ed unde′ eガOrbiia海iri∂寂es,物ere

勃海g’′きo s勧aγ ′ a!legia卿e∴ ,

‘(Quoted by Chesneaux in Co諦′ib桝#onわ脇e

H最0′y OI i加　Vf`inam`SeNa海0句

The ra11ying of the people and especialIy of也e

PeaSantS instilled great streng也into the movement,

Which also had the support of highlanders.血工773,

the Tay Son seized the city of Quy Nhon; rich

merch狐tS bullied by the mandarin bureaucracy‘of the

Nguyen gave them support. Then they took the provin-

CeS Of Qua.ng Ngai and Quang Nam.

The Trinh lords took advantage of the Nguyen’s dii

ficulties to inva,de their territory. LaLte in |774 a Tri血

amy seized the capital Phu Xua.n, and the Nguyen,

Ca.ught in a cross-fire, had to flee. The Trinh aLnd Tay

Son troops found themselves face to face with each other

in Quang Nam in 1775. The Tay Son treated with　血e
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Trinh so as to concentra.te their e鮎orts against the

remainder of the Nguysn amy.

After the conqueSt of the provinces of Trung Bo’in

1776 the Tay Sm entered Gia Dinh. The Gia Dinh land-

lords orgarized themselves to resist’but in vain; thus the

last bulwark of the Nguyen lords c珊mbled. Only one

prince, NGUYEN ANH, ma‘naged to escape. He en-

trenched himself with his partisans in the west of

the Mekong delta.血1778’Nguyen Nhac procla血ed

himself king, insta11ing his capital at Do Ban, in Bi血

Dinh pro vi孤ce・　　　　　　　　　　　　　　’

After reorganizing his forcesタNguyen Anh coun-

ter-attaCked, for a ti皿e SuCCeSSfully’reCOnquering Gia

Dinh and the province of Binh Thuan; but in [783

a counter{)ffensive led by Nguyen Hue utterly routed

his forces, forcing him to take refuge on Phu Quoc

island. Nguyen Anh then resorted to the classical am

of feudal lords in distress : Ca.11ing in foreig重lerS. He

asked for help from the Siamese mona.rchy which

sent to his rescue an aⅡny Of 2O,OOO men (SOme docu-

ments say 5O,OOO) with 3OO VeSSels. In |784 the Siam-

ese糾my invaded the westem part of the・ Mekong delta.

Nguyen Hue set out to皿eet them’lured the Siamese

fleet into an ambush on the river My Tho in the Rach

Gam書Ⅹoai Mut section. Of the Siamese army, there

remained ouly 2,OOO men, Who fled westward by land

(Jan. 25, r785). It was one of the finest victories in

Viet-nam’s history’remarkable for the rapidity with

which it w料won. It cut血ort Siamese expansion towards

Nan Bo. Nguyen Hue began to stand out a,S a brilliant

strategist and a national hero in contrast to Ngnyen

Anh who tried to win backhis throne by relying on

foreign troops.

T加Taγ So"

7現e量れd oI撮e富樗州財a競d

Nさ請〇億aI月e櫨のj∬ぐ寄書i〇億

Hndhg got rid of the Nguyen, the Tay Son tumed

agri鮪t the Trinh’Whose amyhad aooupied Phu Xuan.

In ¥June |786, Nguyen Hue led his troops through the

Pass of CIouds, CaPtured Phu Xuan then Quang Tri

and Quang Binh provinces・ Everywhere the population

gave effective help to the Tay Son troops・ The Tri血

Court was then in deep crisis′ WithT different factio恥

s元珊bling for power. The. Tay S〇九SWiftly ad∀ahced

northward and reathed the Red River delta as early as

July 1786. Nguyen Hue cleverly presented hinself as二a

defender of the Le royal dynasty whose anthority had

been usurped by the Trinh・ The support of the popula-

tion, the Tay Son troops, combativene?S and ,the

excellent command by Nguyen Hue rapidly got the

better of the Trinh army. The Tri血-Ngnyen secession

was brought to an end and the country reunified・

This was one of the great merits of the Tay Son.

Nguyen Hue paid hoina.ge to King Le who gave him

his daughter NGOC HAN in marriage. The Le monarchy

was solemnly restored. Shortly after, King Le Hien

Tong died, leaving the throne to LE CHIEU THONG・

Nguyen Hue went back to the South.

( The new king, Le Chieu Thong, Who understood

nothing to the march of events, thought he could

outwit the Tay Son with the help of adventurers : the

latter were soon executed by Nguyen Hue, and King

Chieu Thong had to flee the capital.
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Defeated, King Chieu Thong resorted to treason : he

appealed to the Mandchu Tsing dyna.sty then reigning
OVer China. Tsing Emperor Kien- lung, nurturing

ambitions of耽conquest of Viet-nam, Cha.rged Govemor

Ton Sin如.i (Soun Che-y) with mustering2OO,OOO men tO

invade Viet-nam. On the 20th day of the lOth moon of

the year 1788, Tsing troops set out, PrOClaiming that

they would　=destroy the Tay Son and restore the

Le. ” On the 21St day of the ||th moon, they entered

Thang Long. A pontoon was built on the Red River,

On both banks of w址ch Tsing troaps ca皿Ped.

Le Chi印Thong was proclaimed 〃 King of Annam ”

by the Peking Court : in fact it was Ton Si・nghi who

held all power, and every mornmg PeOPle in the capital

COuld see the king and his small suite ca.1l on the

Tsing Govemor for a.n audience. The Tsing tropps’

exactions ended by opening the eyes of those who had

been mistaken over the real intentions of the invaders.

Only Chieu Thong and the reactionary feudal lords

Who wanted to defend their privileges at any cost still

Clung to the coat-ta.ils of the accuplerS・ Feeling ran

high among the population: the prestige of the Le

dynasty was utterly impaired.

At that time Nguyen Hue waLS in Phu Xuan・ The

Tay Son brothers had divided the country among them-

Selves : the eldest, Nguyen Nhac, reigned in the centre,

installed in Quy Nhon : Lu was cha‘rged with goveming

Gia Dinh and the Mekong delta : Hue took charge of

the part north of the Pass of CIouds.

The Taγ So徹

Todeal with也e Tsing invasion, Nguyen Hue acted

in the name of the whole nation betrayed by tbe Le.

In a. sol狐n CeremOny’he proclaimed himself khg With

the regnal name of QUANG TRUNG and immediately

批erwards ordered his troops to marCh on Thang Leng.

It,W恥Dec・ 21, ]788・ By the z6th’the Tay Son amy

was in Nghe An: 1OO,OOO men Were reViewed by Nguyen

Hue, Who addressed them in these words :

“T加Ts諦g haひe諭aded our oom′rγ,のC叫ied ihe

倒擁al〆iy oI Tha脇g Lo鳩g・ In鋤γ h定sioγy,海　Tγ卿g

弱eγS lo“ghl aga海sよ履助朽D初T加Hoang aga高郷‡

タhe Smg, rra紳助‘ng Dao agai栂Jhe Mongojs’Le Loi

aga訪si施Mi筋g・ Those heroes虎id noi res予約脇e伽se砂es

io siand読g bγ and se訪g脇eわけadersク初函er oαr CO御所γy ;

施y ro鵬d,殖クβ0クIe妬きo擁hきfoγ被布S吊ause and

dr予?e ・卑′海aggressors・・・ The Ts海g, Iorgei毒ng初ai

短縮型io ihe Smg, ihe Mongbls and ihe力弟ng, haひe

融〆e方our co鋤irγ・ We aγe gOi偽g to driひe ihem oui ol

o鋤でierriio所,,

The year was drawing to a cIose. It was the∴2Oth

daLy Of the 12th month of the luna,r year・ Arriving at

Ninh Binh, Nguyen Hue ordered his troaps to celebrate

New Year,s Day in advance and told them :

・・0" ±h多seひe励h day o声he lirsi mo海h o声he Nez” yeaγ,

z% Shall Gnieγ Th鋤g LOng諭Z lce履bγale ;he sクr訪g /es毒-

t’al Jhグe. Maγ鳥my to'0γds, Jhai’s砂ha自演ll ha紳en・’’

The Tay Son army took a ten尋ay rest torecruit new

troops’then on the 3Oth day of the r2th month began

marching on Thang Long言n three different columns.

The one commanded by Nguyen Hue rushed toward

Thang Long, OVerran Tsing outposts and on the 3rd day
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of the first month of the New Year encircled the

POSt Of Ha,Hoi, 20 km south of the capital. The Ha
Hoi garrison surrendered (Jan・ 28, 1789). On Jan. 30,

the Tay Son troops, with elephant-mOunted troops

acting as a spe料hea.d, attaCked the post of NgocHoi,

r5km south of Tha'ng Long, and captured it swiftly・

The road to ThangLong was open.

The two other Tay son columns rapidly overrah

the posts which defended the capital in the west ; the

Dong Da post (now in Ha-nOi itself) was carried after a

day of fierce fighting. The post commander hanged

himself on a tree. The Tay Son victories were so

quickly won that Ton Si-nghi, the Tsing comma.nder-

in-Chief, had no time to react before the Tay Son

troops streamed into Thang Long. He did not even

have time to haLVe his horse hamessed and to put on his

Cuira.ss, and ran away with a group of cavalrymen.

The flight of its commander-in-Chief threw panic into

the Tsing ar皿y. In the stampede over the pchtooh

many were drowned.

On the 5th day of the first moon of the year |789,

the Tay Son troops entered Thang Long・ On the 7th,

they celebrated vict9ry there, eXaCtly as Nguyen

Hue had promised. In six days, the Tay Son troaps

had advanced 8okm and defeated a 2OO,OOO-man amy.

This was the greatest victory in Viet-nam’s history,

WOn Within a very short time. Carried by the popular

movement, Nguyen Hue, Who already ha.d the血erit

Of liquida.ting the Trinh-Nguyen secession, reunify主ng

the country, and driving out the Siamese, had/ saved

the country from Tsing domination・ The Peking

T加Taγ Soタl

court reeonci鳴d itsel雪to making丁peaCe and recog-

nizing the、 Tdy Son.

Q脚かg打撮れg’8 Wbr女

‘ Nguyen Hue, nOW King Quang Trung’thought of

transferring his capital to the province of N如e An. He

reorganized the amy’the administration and educa,tion

with the help of talented people. Partisa.ns of the Le

tried to incite uprisings’but in vain.

Right after his accessipn, Quang Trung promuト

gated an edict enjoining the viIlage administra.tions to

recall ruined peasants who were wandering about the

country[ and to reclai皿fallow land. A year’s time-1imit

was set for the villa.ges to put in order the population

and cadastral registers, after which fallow lands

would be taxed doubly. The distribution of communal

lands was regulated ; the lands left fallow or belong-

ing to traitors were confiscated for use by the villages

or也e State. Contrary to the Trinh who allotted

communa,l la.nds chiefly to officials and soldiers’

Quang Trung gave them mainly to peasants・ ``The ;m-

在所a海脇座Ior “脇g・,, proclaimed the edict on

agriculture, ‥is ’0 “鋤d fo鵬,00is and Joクo鮎ke

io4, SO Jha吊he Peoクle eg函γクeace and haひe ;a初出o鋤l・

ih。初。body ;s Jobless and ;he !ields do ”O出ie avasie・’’

As early as 1791, agriculture rcsumed its nomal

production. Quang Tmng also strove to develop hand-
icrafts and trade. In 1788 he had said to his adviser

NGUYEN THIEP : =I wish we would not buy so many

articles from abroad.,, He abolished the obstacles
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imposed on trade by the Trinh. NGUYEN HUY

LUONG, a POet of that time, thus celebrated the

rebirth of tra.de in Thang Long:

Wreaihs o/ smo雇e crom Zhe短l脇s o/ rhach Khoi

Sh。脇es sing ;硝he ha諦s o/ brocad。-Z%aひeγS

Fro〃a yen rhai comes ,he soタ偽d o/率rs’,esク卒,ndi徹g

クa er　初ク
でn Ngh待am /脇ng ’融/ence “ク;he鋤ers

Markeis “re c/0脇ed %’iih /raders /rom ,aSi and z。,eふ

Li鳥e b雄erfl料佃巌sails iogethの′砂ereクγeSSed.

King Quang Trung also sought to develop exchanges

With China. Statements by Westem merchants and
missionaries tend to prove that the Tay Son practised

an open-door poIicy. Fisca=aws were simpIified as
COmPafed with those of the T血h.

The great reform carried out by guang T珊ng in

the field of culture was the adoption of #∂m, i.e.

the national language’for official texts a.nd in educa_

tion’instead of classical Chinese which had been in

use for Iong centuries・ In 179[ Nguyen Thiep was

Charged with directing the translation of Confucian

Classics, intended for use in education. This was

OPPOSed by reactionary or ba,Ckward-minded schola.rs.

Quang Trung also sought to reform the contents of
education which had degenerated into a repetition of

empty fomulas. Each village was to choose a scholar

CaPable of founding a school : SCholars of the old

regime had to undergo new examinations. Adventurers

and parasites who bad taken refuge in pagodas and

monasteries had to come back to secular life, and only

genuine religious peaple were aIIowed to stay' Catholic
missionaries were not persecuted.

す加でのy・So桝

The.roign of Quang Trung was a great one on

account o障ts military prestige and its economic and

cultural reforms. Unfortunately, in 1792, Quang

耽ung died suddenly and neither his brothers nor his

son QUANG TOAN proved capable of carrying on

the work he had begun.

End oI鵬e種AY SONand

NGU YEN∴ Restora話°n

The velnerable part of the Tay Son kingdom was

Gia Di血, in the south, Where landlords were al)le to

o喝anize themselves and where the administration was

entrusted to the youngest Tay Son brother, Nguyen

Lu. We have seen how in I784 a Nguyep prince,

Nguyen A血I had tried to restore the poWer of his

family with the help of the Siamese, and how Nguyen

Hue had driven out the invaders.

Sticking to his policy of national treason’Nguyen

And did not content himself with asking for help

from the Siamese : he also conta.cted a- French mis-

sionary, Pignean de B純aine’bishop of Adran’who

advised him to appeal to France. The French mission-

ary took a son of Nguyen Anh to France where

with the belp of the Foreign Missions’he managed to

get an=mdience with Lbuis XVI. On Nov. 28, 1787, a
treaty was signed between a rq)reSentative of France

and Pigneau de B蝕alne’rePresenting Nguyen Anh.

Fr狐Ce PrOmised military aid in exchange for the

cession of Toura.ne port and the Poulo-Condore islands,

the right to free trade inside Viet-nam tO the exclusion of

other European nations・ Thus Nguyen Anh by opening
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the way to French imperialism had “introduced a

Snake into the family hen-house. ', The French mon-

archy’SOOn OVerthrown by the ]789 Revolution, WaS

not able to keep its promise of military aid to Nguyen

And ; Pigneau de B6haine, With the help of French

merchants and adventurers’SuPPlied him with some

equipment and military instructors. However, it was

not this assistance, but the intemal d班iculties of the

Tay son regime that en抽ed Nguyen Anh to set foot

ngam On Victnamese territory・

Nguyen Hue,s brothers had neither his military nor

his politicaI abilities・ A dissension having arisen be-

tween the three brothers, and Ngllyen Hue being occu-

Pied in the north’Nguyen Anh took advantage of

this to seize Gia Dinh (I788)誹ter some time, having

Strengthened his forces, he pushed his offensive north-

Ward. The deaths of Nguyen Hue in ]792・ Of Nguyen

Nhac in ]793, and the acces$ion to the throne of Nguyen

Hue’s son’Qua.ng Toan’Only ten years old, brought

about a series of intemal dissepsions which weakened

the Tay Son considerably. In the meantime Nguyen

Anh carried out an art珊policy which gradually

Strengthened his position. From r79O tO |8oo the two

edversaries ca正ed on an indecisive war, the main

Stake being the city of Quy Nhon, Which changed

ha.nds several times.

After 18oo’Nguyen Anh got the upper hand and

PreSSed his attaLCks northward. In 18o工・ While the Tay

Son forces were immob上lized around Quy Nhon, thos。

Of the Nguyen captured Phu Xuan where Nguyen Anh

established his headquarters. In 18o2, his forces were

T庇Tay Son

ready to march northward to conquer the Red River

delta. on June |, 18o2, before undertaking this

expedition’he proclaimed himself king・ under the

name of GIA LONG. The Tay Son offered only sporadic

resistance. On July 20, Nguyen A血entered Thang

IJOng, inaugurating a new dynasty, that of the

NGUYEN.

The Tay Son had been brought to power by the

grea’t mOVement Of peas狐t insurrections in the 18th

century: merChant elements had joined in without

bowever pla.ying a foremost role. Nguyen Hue’s

壷litary and political genihs, relying on this vast force

of the revolted peasantry’had enabled the insu町eCtion

to win rapid’SOmetines lightning’SuCCeSSeS・ One can

nevQr OYer-emPhasize the importance of the Tay Son

who had the merit of reunifying the country’long di-

vided by the Trinh-Nguyen secession’and tbe glory of

having twice saved the fatherland’from the Siamese

then fro皿the Tsing invasions. To■the credit of the Tay

son, One皿uSt Cite also economic and cultural refoms

which had brought about pea.ce and prosperity during

a. sbort period of time.

The Tay Son movement however presented weaknes-

§eS inherent in its very. nature. The revolted peasantry’

though constituting a great force’COuld not assume

the ta.sks of renovating feudal society torn by

iusumountable contradictions・ The equal distribution

of property could not con§titute a basis for a revolu-

tionay program or a neW regime. In the 18th century,

vietnamese society still lacked a social class associated
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With a new mode ofproduction and a new ideoIogy. The

merchant class・ Certainly in progress in comparison

With the previous centuries, remained however in an

embryonic state i恥a.pわle of providing leadership to

the movement. Neither the development of handicrafts

nor the star鳳g of exchanges with the West in the 17th

Century COuld promote the devdopment of a. suf書i-

Ciently strong bourgeoisie.

The result was that the leadership of the movement,

after a, Seething period, COu-d only retum to feuda.1

forms. The当ebels ” cstablished anew monarchy, PrO-

mulgated some refoms・ but did not touch the veI.y

basis of the feuda.l system’the system of land ownership.

Feudal ideas continued to preva.il in all spheres, SOCial

and ideoIogical・ The division of power among the

three Tay Son brothers, and the intemal dissensions tha.t

followe生also sprang from feudalism ; the administ丁a-

tive machine of the Tay Son simply ca.rried on the

WOrk of fomer dyna,Sties with the same methods of

govemment. Following Nguyen Hue’s death, the first

refoms soon tapered off and the new dyna.sty quickly

lost its authority. The big landowners of Gia Dinh,

then those of other provinces・ SuPPOrted Nguyen A血

and eventua.11y succeeded in overthrowing the Ta.y Son

and restoring feudalism in its most rea.ctionary foms.

W王th Gia Long’Viet-nam entered a dark period.

When French troops bega.n their conquest言n 1858,

they found before them a most backward monarchy’

more anxious to preservc its privileges than the nationa.1

interests・ Though the people va重iantly resisted the

aggression’the Hue Court was defeatist, and eventuaト

Iy surTendered. The coIonial perjod began.



Ⅴ_CULTURAL EVOLUTION

FROM THE 1さth CENTURY

TO THE BEG重NNING OF THE 19th
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irremedia,ble crisis in the |8th, had a deep repercus-

siem in the cultural field. While Confucianism, the

official ideoIogy, fell into an unprecedented crisis,

POPuもr effervescence a‘nd certain elemetltS Of renewal

instilled a new spirit into na,tional culture. The litera-

ture in "∂m (na.tional and popular la,nguage〉 showed

considerable development, taking a great lead over

that written in classical Chinese. The Tay Son dynasty

was overthrown in 18o2, and a period of feudal res-

toration began. However, One may Say that in the

cul概lral field, many WOrks which came into being in

the beginning of the 19th century had in fa.ct been

conceived in the 18th and bore its hallmark and spirit.

(For i鴨tance, KIEU and NGUYEN DU’s work as a

Whole). This time-lag between political狐d cu賞tural

history is frequent. That is why we,includes in this

Chapter the cultural history of the beginning of the

|9th century.

S　　　富he CriBi9 Of Co鶴血cまan Ideo賞ogy

INCE tbe 15th century, Confucianism had been the

only one on the map’having become the official

doctrine of the monarchical State and mandarin

bureaucracy. While shoving aside all mysticism and
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COntaining positive elements inspired by practica.1 hu-

manism, it relied on extreme social conservatism, and

Strict ritualism-tWO factors which kept man prlSOner

Of an immutable social hierarchy, StereOtyPed deport-

ment’and cut-and-dried moralism. As the feudaI regime

underwent a process of degeneration’the negative

aspects of Confucianism fina.11y prevailed. Confucianism

taught absolute loyalty to the king, the comerstone

Of the whole system・ The king reigned by virtue of a

mandate from Hea.ven : his high virtues not only held

SWay OVCr the social order but also participa,ted in thc

unfo重ding of.the cosmic order. The whole social hier-

a‘rChy rested upon that absolute faithfulness to the

monarch’and rebellion was held to be not only a po-

1itical crime, but a religious one as well. So Iong as

monarchy played its centralizing role and wa.s the

SymboI of national unity, its prestige was maintained.

But what with the fading of the Le royalty before the

Trinh and Nguyen seigniorial fa血ilies during two cen-

turies and a succession of debauched and incompetent

kings, the idea of a.bsolute respect for the monarch

COllapsed, and with it, a Whole system of moral and

SPiritual values inherent in the regime. The Confucian

SCholar could no Ionger believe in the values he was

teaching. After his capture, the schola.r PHAM CONG

THE, a Participa,nt in Le Zuy Mat’s revolt, WaS asked

reproa.chfully by the authorities, `` How could a schol-

ar have become a rebel, and lost a.1l sense of hier-

archy and sooia.l value?’’He replied : =For a Jong訪me

alγeady, all idea oIhierarohy and脇彬has disa細eared・

HαのCan O州e disめg初sh be火野ee′l ihe∴rebel and those α′め

aγe S昨夕osed io be on ihe γig履クathゲ’
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The mandarin regime, the mainstay of feudal mon-

archy’drew its prestige from the competitions held

in great pomp. Those who ruled in the name of the

king were supposed to bave been recruited from among

the most virtuous and best educated. Candidates went

through regional, then central competitions before being

awarded the much-COVeted title of訪訪si (doctor). The

examination-PaPerS included commentaries on classical

texts, the writing of an administrative docunent (edict

or proclamation by the king), thq composition of a

poem or a piece of rhythmical prose’a mOral or phi-

losophical dissertation. Out of severa=housand can-
didates, Only about a hundred passed the regional

competitions and even Iess the central competitions・ The

latter received the greatest honours and enjoyed very

high prestige. Between 1529 and r787, IO2 COmPetitions

were held and l’[36 candidates became訪鋤-Si・

With the decadence of the regime, the system of

competitions also degenerated. The examination- PaperS

beca.me exercises of pure rhetoric on outwom scholas・

tic themes. The candida.tes contented the皿Selves with

reproducing models and clich6s and indulged in empty

exercises of style. The historian Le Qui Don (|8th

century) wrote : ′′ OW clde′S bad comクOSed !e蛮S Z楊cあ

read u,ell ; iheir s榊のeSSOrS Sim砂coクわd海m alier海m-

ming脇em o〃o桝g-dra鋤Paris・’’Fra.uds were frequent’

which lowered the value of the competitions; and

when mandarin offices were put up for sale, the pres-

tige of the system suffered a §eVere blow. The result

was the coming into being of an incompetent, un-

scrupulous and greedy mandarin bureancracy’Whose
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members no Ionger possessed either the cultural or

mb請l value of men of past centuries.

The decadence of Confucianism gave rise to a certain

renascence of Buddhism. Kings and lords set about

building pagodas ; frustrated scholars entered monastic

life, While the people sought solace to their miseries

in that religion. Those conditions oriented a few minds

towards Taoism, Which also showed some renewal.

Many people adopted a syncretic attitude・ uniting

all three doctrines - Confucia.nism, Buddhism, and

Taoism - into a more or less successful synthesis.

Thp moral and ideoIogical crisis of the reglme a,lso

allowed Ca,tholic missionaries tQ Win converts, Particu-

larly in the [7th century. The first nuclei of Vietnam-

ese catholicism date back to tha.t period・ With Catholi-

cism, aS We have seen above, the guoc ”g“ SCript was

created, in which the Vietnamese language was tran-

scribed into Latin characters.

丁　　富he De▼elopment of初m鵬te管at調e

HE crisis of Confuciinism ha,d one positive aspect ;

it freed many minds from a sterilizing ideoIogy.

Liberated from dogmas and carried away by a popular

movement of which the most outstanding manifesta-

tions were great peasa,nt insurrections, many PeOPle’

especially poets and writers・ CaSt a Critical glance at

七he old society and sought to express new a‘SPirations.

Fresh themes appea,red’Which required new foms’

while the language became richer, mOre COnCise and

G%持α笹のI Eひolulion

more flexible. Ma,ny historical works were also written’

while medicine sbowed new progres§・

Whereas historical a.nd medical studies continued to

be written in classical Chinese, 74∂m preva,iled in liter-

ature. It was a veritable tuming point which saw the

coming into pre-eminence of ”6m, although classical

Chinese remained in use until the ea‘rly 20th century.

Sきories and fabIes

oI沌e I7他　Ceか細rr

A characteristic feature of that period was the

appea.rance of stories and fables written in ”∂m′ a neW

genre in national literature. Criticisms of feudal society’

love themes, and humanistic idea.s began to come out

in these works.

The Stoγy O子V秋"∂g r雄"4g reflects the ima.ge of a

corrupt court, a Pa’ra.Sitic mandarin bureaucracy’and

an unjust society which tramples on the lives of

women. The Sまoγy O声he road a融fhe Ca雄sh is a, fable

with animal characters which denounces the nota.bles’

and manda.rins- ha.bit of taking advantage of the least

law-Suit to extort money from the people. In another

fable, The Vir海のS Mouse, the author castigates the

debauchery of important personages and praises the

Chastity of ordinary women・

Written in the form o上a fairy tale, rhe Siorγ OI

Bach Vien a仰d Ton Cac sings the love between two

young people freed from feudal shackles. AIso note-

worthy among the works of the I7th century is Thien
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Nam Ngu Luc, a historical story in verse (8,136 1ines)

Which recounts the history of the country fron the

beginnings to the fall of the Mac (1592).

Lf(er8rγ DeveIapme証

in鵬e J8鵬Cen妃Jγ l

The stories and fables of the 17th century heralded

the full bloom of the 18th. N∂m literature was to gain

ma‘rked prominence, eSPeCia重Iy on account of the qual-

ity of the works. The influence bf popular oral litera-

ture increased both as rega.rds the language and the

COntent Of written works. The simple and flexible daily

SPeeCh, the colourful expressions in proverbs and songs,

and the satirical content of popular stories went into lit-

erary works. Great authors created a successful synthesis

Of popular speech and classica=iterary language, Of

POPular wisdom and classical Chinese culture, in orig-

inal works written in a lively and expressive language.

It was a real tuming point in the evolution of the

Vietnamese tongue. Poetry showed fine progress.

The grea.test develQPment WaS displayed by stories

and novels in verse, mOSt Of them written by anony-

mous authors. The r7th-Century StOry ha.d a rather

Simple pIot. That of the 18th was to become more

COmPlicated, With more scope, multiple episodes, and

vividly-depicted characters・

AIso worthy of note was the appearance of satire in

the form of poems and stories in which official person-

ages of feudal society, eVen the king himself, Were ridi-

C山ed. This criticism of feudal society was also found

寸4

C構l細′のl Eひ0海沼の,

in novels in verse, in which were depicted cor即Pt and

cruel mandarins and tyrannical and debauched kings.

Historical chronicles revealed life at the royal court as

rotten with debauchery, intrigues, and pIots be坤een

various factions.

We shall mention o叫y the more important authors

a皿d works.

7珊e Gre8きPoe〈s

Of伯e J8概Cen如ry

In poetry, StreSS Should be laid on two great読rk§ ‥

C妨h Pho` (Laments of a Soldier’s Wife) and Cmg

O鋤(Laments of an Odalisque) : and on the satirical

poems of HO XUÅN HUONG・

CHINH PHU, Written in classical Chinese by DANG

TRAN CON, is better known through its translation

inton∂m by the poetess DOAN THI DIEM. It is a

long poqu (4O8 1ines) which depicts the sorrow and

anguish’and also the hopes of a woman whose husband

has gone to war. In classical feudal works, War is

often represented as an occasion for subjects to prove

their loyalty to the king and conquer glory ; but here’

it only brings sufferings’SeParation, misery. The end-

less wars waged by kings and feuda=ords to consolidate

their privileges or get rid of their rivals no Ionger

evoked any enthusiasm・ C脇h P勅echoed the anti-

war popular songs・ The “∂m translation was made into

認諾畳語藍謀議霧島碧‡蒜
For the first tine a literary work was centered on the

inner sentiments of a woman ; it was a truly romantic

work.
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CUNG OAN was written by NGUYEN GIA THIEU

(工74工- 1798). It portrays a beautiful and talented wo-

man who is forced to lead a solitary life in the royal

Seraglio, forsaken by the king. The a,uthor was a

descendant of a great manda.rin family allied with

the Trinh and a cIose witness of the decadence of

feudal monarchy :血is work denounced one of the most

retrograde aspects of that regime.

Woman’s fa,te, depicted in C#聴Oan∴and Chinh

Phu, WaS tO become one of the main ▲themes of

the work of the poetess HO XUAN HUONG, Who no

Ionger was tontent to lament but resolutely a.ttacked.

Male supremacy was no Ionger recognized; it was

SOCiety, nOt nature, Whfoh relegated wom狐tO an

inferior status.

I/ only丁could ch脇ge 77?y des訪nγ and be a man,

I ze′OO!ld初co枕擁myse母料fih s海h /eais o恒aloW.

Though a leat_ned scholar, She did not shrink from

using a popular and very coIourful la.nguage, rich in

bold expressions’and handled risky words a.nd spicy

Phrases in a masterly fashion without cver sliding

into vulgarity. She pitilessly chastised hypoc正tica,l

Pha.risees, unmaSked socia,l conventions, Vchemently

PrOteSted a,ga.inst polygamy. In a.n inimitable style

fraught with a.1lusions and double mtendγe, She casti-

ga‘ted the most respected persona.ges of feuda,1 society.

Thus hcr poem召The Fan ’’, after suggestive allusions,

ends with this line :

Kings and lords o初γ loひe ihal ′徹leタh海g.

It wa.s a. direct attack on the deba.uchery of the Le

kings and the Trinh lords・ Buddhist bonzes were. not

SPa,red either :

C紳l寝γal Eひol初ion

Belore jhe γeひeγe巌s are bigきγayS OI delicacies,

Beh初d lhem海面gγaCe初m初S・

The poetess reSerVed her affection for unhappy

women, and did not hesitate to take up the defence of

unmarried mothers in that strait-laced society. A very

popular anthor’Ho Xuan Huong holds a very speeial

place in Vietnamese literature・

Sa研jcaI Sto正es

sa.tire against feudal society assumes a SyStematic

f。.m in the popular stories TRANG QUYNH (Doctor

Quy血〉 and TRANG LON (Doctor Pig). Trang Ouy仰h

attacked the Trinh lords directly and in name.

one of the characters is・ a Trinh lord’COrruPt, mean・

and debauched, Who is hoodwinked at every turn by

“Doctor・, Quynh, in spite of all the power at his

disposal ・

Tra”g Lon tells the story of a poor down and-Out

who, through a series of strokes of luck・ reaChes the

top of the mandarin hierarchy’is appointed a.mbassador

to china where he greatly impresses the Emperor, and

eventually grabs a11 power in his hands, his ・` genius,’

being recognized by all the Court・ The incompetence

of kings and mandarins is exposed in a series of

comical adventures.

NoveIs　誼　Verse

by加o坪棚oりS月か妬ors

The blossommg of stories and novels in verse mark-

ed a new literary stage, With new themes. For the



first time in a feudal society in whose ideology no

ro。m WaS left for individua‘I aspirations, neW Senti-

ments emerged, in particular the claim of the individ-

ual for free love, for a free development of his cap-

abilities, and for a more just society in which he could

find happiness ; mOre eSPeCially, WOmen COurageOuS-

1y defended lovebased on free choice and opposed

mamageS imposed by their famiIies. Fomerly,

WOma.n ha.d been so to speak a.bsent from literature ;

a few verses or songs likened her tO = a drop of ra’in,

Which cannot know where it will fall’‘ or “a silk

SCarf destined for unknown hands. ’’Now, the hero-

ines of the |8th-Century nOVels picked the men of

their choice agamSt OPPOSition by their families and

fought hard whenever their happiness was threatened.

Their love was sung in romantic accents.

In another iespect, the works were realistic by their

Critical description of feudal society : SOme POSitive

characters were drawn in a vivid manner. Thus huma-

nistic tendencies appeared in opposition to the steril-

1Zmg mOralism of Confucianism. It was not yet a

COmPlete, COherent humanism, aS in the European

Renaissa.nce, but the new ideas none the less instilled

a breath of renewal into Vietnamese literature of

the r8th century and the begiming of the 19th. The

great peasant insurrections and a certain development

Of the mercantile economy gave a new impulsion to

literature.

¥ It should be noted that many novels borrowed

‾themes from chinese stories, just as French classical

WOrks of the ]7th century took over Greek or Roman

themes.

Cαl細γal EひOl短命拘

The main works of thig type were: Phan rran・

To解Trαn Cuo Hoの,肋御Co”g C紳助“’JZoang rγ砂

Ly Cong. A special place must be r銃erVed for the

story of TIIACH SANH’the woodcutter who gets the

better of monsters and foreign invaders’a hero sp則ng

fro皿the toiling people, the sa,Viour of the country, a

man who is courageous’Valiant and human. Thach

sa血,9 0nly possessions are a loincしoth and an axe’

but he defeats a.11 enemies and sumounts a11

d ifficul ties.

Ng櫨yen Dり

and Ki帥(1)

Although the works of NGUYEN DU (1765i82O)

(PrOnOunCe ZU) appeared only in the early yea.rs of

tbe 19th century’they belonged incontestably to the

18th by their content and style. They depicted social

conⅧlsions in the 18th centuly’eXPreSSed humanistic

aspirations, Criticized feudal society. A member of a

great mandarin family in the service of the Le’

Nguyen Du was forced to retire to his native village

when the latter were OVerthrown by the Tay YSon.

Later he served under Gia Long. The upheavals he

witnessed greatly impressed him, and so did the

years he spent in the countryside close to the people.

皿s was Shown in his deep co叩aSSion for the

latter・s misery, his occasional outbursts of狐ger

a more detailed study of Nguyen Du and h主3
(I) For a more aetalleai Stuuy u上　し‘きuJ〉一書　_場　_‾‾_

work, read Vietnamese Studies NO4: =Nguyen Du and Kieu’’・
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against kings and mandarins’and his profound sym-

Pathy for unhappy lives. It appeared also in his

甲emediable pessimism.

Nguyen Du left many pcems in c龍sical Chinese, a

famous one in海m - Calli海g Jhe Wa初eγ海g Souls -

and a mastexpiece’KIEU. In his poems in classical

Chinese, he describes the fa,te Of the poor in poignant

te弛s・ ‘ In Calling脇e Wandering Souls, he l gives a

SOmbre picture of society where people of all walks

Of life meet with unhappiness and misery. In contrast,

he depicts greedy mandarins・ Who throw away food

after stuffing themselves rather than give it to the

POOr, and " eat human flesh like barley-Sugar,,・

With Kie拘Nguyen Du reached the peak of his art.

This 3’254-1ine poem relates the story ,Of a beautiful

and talented young woman, doomed to fifteen yea.rs

`Of tribulations by the cupidity of a mandarin・ Hardly

had it come out when it met with growing fame. Il-

1itera,te PeaSantS knew Iong passages of it by he蛍t,

While leamed scholars considered it an unsuxpassable

mastexpiece. This extraordinary success was due as

much to the bea‘uty Of the languaLge aS tO血e content

Of the poem.

Nguyen Du succeeded in making a remarkable syn-

thesis of papular speech and classical literary language.

Kie“ ma.rked an important stage in the history of

the Vietnamese language, Which it contributed to

making richer a‘nd more flexible by giving it unequaト

Ied precision and conciseness・ A rom狐tic, Nguyen

Du knows how to sing the beauty of a landscape,

as well as to express the feelings contained in a
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lover’s heart, SOrrOW, melancholy, despa’ir, Or trium・

phant joy. A realist, he can in just a fewwords portray

a character or describe a scene. The novel is written

with a remarkable economy of mea孤S, Without‘ any

long・drawn passages. At no time does the reader’s

interest slacken.

Kie存s great fame is due not only to the beauty o士

its fom b止t also to its content. In this great realis七ic

work, Nguyen Du denounces oppressive and corrupt

feudalism : nOt a Single mandarin character in Kieu

is portrayed in sympathetic teims. Beautiful Kieu’s

misfortunes spring from t鵬greediness of a mandarin

who, for、 a bribe,丁ddes not hesitate to wreck the

happiness of a wholeねmily. A shiver runs down

the rea.der,s apine高hen he penetrates into the Prime

Minister’s palace; at the same time he finds the

at皿OSPhere 、Stifling, for the First Marshall a=he

Court, in order to get the upper ha,nd over his enemy’

does not shrink from a felonious scheme. On the other

hand, in faCe of the monarchy, the “rebel ” Tu Hai

cuts a fine figure, ・・ moving heaven and earth, deport-

ing himself proudly’reCOgnlZmg Only the sta.rrdotted sky

to be above his head・ ” This glorification of a rebel in

a, ℃onfucian society stamps the author as a truly bold

spirit. Tu Hai reminds one of the great leaders of

peasant insurrections・ Nguyen Huu Cau and Nguyen

Hue in particular’Who left unforgettable memories.

It was no less courageous of the author to sing the

love of two youpg people, Who meet of their own

free choice. What is more, it is the girl who in the

al)SenCe -Of her parents decides to go and §ee her
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sweetheart. What a scandal for∴a SOOiety in which

the woman must show the most complete filial

submission! The most pa.ssionate lines are devoted

to describing the tender feelings and effusions・ Of the

lovers : love based on free choice, SO muCh frowned

upon by feudal society, found in Nguyen Du its poot.

Shoved aside was the sacrosanct notion of faith血Iness

wllich obliged the woman to devote her life to only

one man and to remain `` loyal ’’to her husband even

after his death. In her tribulations, Kieu is forc(rd to

se11 herself severa,l times: She knows her second

passionate love when she meets a hero worthy of her.

This second love, Which a Confucian scholar would

blame vehemently’is ardently defended by Nguyen

Du. Confucian puritanism prohibited all allusion to

cama=ove ; yet Nguyen Du dared to write about it’

without ever sliding into vulgarity. Kieu, forced by a

ferocious saciety to prostitute herself, is able to say

to her loyal sweetheart that she has rema‘ined pure in

spite of all trials’and that faithfulness in love must be

conceived from a. much more human angle than in the

view of the pharisees▲ Amidst the convulsions and

upheava,ls of the 18th century・ love was part of the

new aspirations and was sung by Nguyen Du・

However, Nguyen Du,s work bears the mark of his

century: Thc Tay Son’s defeat tolled the knell of the

high hopes raised by the peasant insurrections. With the

coming to power of Gia Long’Viet-nam fell ba‘Ck into the

darkness of feudalism・ No prospect was apened before

those who struggled and those who meditated on man’s

fate. Nguyen Du deeply sympathized with the sufferings

Of the peaple, felt the aspirations seething in their

heartsタbut was lost in the blind a.1ley of his reflectio魅

On human bondage. Confucianism no Ionger offered

曾ufficient explanation to so much misery and injustice.

He had to fall back on Buddhist theses, yet Without much

falth in them. But those ideoIo蜜cal contradictions did

not prevent Nguyen Du from being a very great poet,

Whose work is still deeply loved by a.1l・ (Through many

translations, it is now widely known in the world.)

P　　　Historical　§巾d主es and Works

ARALLEL to that literary blossoming, ma‘ny

historical works were written : Officia.l annals,

monographs, Chronicles・

Dai協d S% Ky Toan T脇(Complete History of Dai

Viet), Published in ]697, COmPrised 24 VOlumes and

WaS COmPilcd under the direction of NGO SI LIEN ;

it relates the history of the country fro皿　the begin葛

nings to the 17th century. Among tPe other works, let

us mention Le Tγieu Tholbg S叫History of the Le Dyn-

asty) by Le Quy Don, With a- Preface daLted r789 ; P海

Bien raクL偽c, by the same author, Which includes six

VOlumes and gives much informa.tion on geography,

economics, the a.dministra.tion, WayS and customs in

the da.ys o書the Nguyen; also by Le Quy Don, Kien

Van Tieu Luc, a COllection of notes and documents

On institu七ions, Outstanding men, I.ules and regulations,

beauty spots, mines, Buddhist sects, from the Tran to

the Le periods・

工°一〇VS 2重
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LE QUY DON (1726-1783) was not on賞y a historian

but also a true encycIopaedist. While carrying out

high civilian and military responsibilities at the Trinh

Court, he collected documents a.nd studied concrete

realitiesl for his works. His intellectual curiosity led

him to study’amOng Othcr things’rice strainsタand

Chinese translatio職of Western wocks on the rotundity

of the ear血- a View which he adopted. Besides his

books on bistory, he left a kind ofencycIopaedia,

Van Dai Loai Ng佑in one chapter of which he expound-

ed his conception of thc universe. Contemporary

philosophical deba.tes were about the primacy of either

Ly (logos) or Khi (brea.th, Subst狐Ce) ; Of either Vo C伽c

(nothingness).or rhad C海(the Prime Being). Le Quy

Don wrote :

“Thai Cuc Js o伸e. I高s a Z諦me, “nd初eγe巌aied

s“bsiance ze′hich mdergoes ceaseless ;γanS/orm訪on zo励e

subsis紡g eierm砂・ O偽e∴CamOi saγ ihai bei偽g comes

脇0声oihingness (…) Pr初e and勿nd初ere脇aまed耽i

is脇e subsia海e ol all beings and訪sis belore all beings・

Ly has ”0 /orm言l e寂S O砂Zhの海鳥sJokhi, md ;s

諦cluded in血i　定まsel′.’’

He insisted on the constancy of na‘tural phenomena :

・・礁aひe壷s iens ol脇ousands o月eagues irom earih・ Yeら

擁h履脇夕OI a佃f短res, One mγ determineihe

卸S巌ons “nd Zγaieciories o/ ce融al Z,Odies・ So・ Ze,海Ie Jhe

Be初g is dmmnse and iis mn壱′es霧aiions毒miiless and

lmrt’ello鵬,毒勅OZ8′S "O彬Jhe ;ess a consta寂γule・ ’’

One easily undeI.Stands that Le Quy Don’s inquisi-

tive mind was active in many fie置ds竜is was a pre-SCien-

tific mind bom in the upheavals of the 18th century.

C初初γal E(IOlu宛0綿

Among the址storical chronicles, One muSt eSPeCialIy

mention Hoang Le Nhai Thong Chi (Chronicles of the

Le Dynasty) which gives a vivid description of the

Plots and intrigues which rent the Le and Trinh Courts.

Vu rγllng T桝y Bui (Essa.ys Written in the Ra.in) by

PHAM DINH HO (r768-1839) is a collection of notes

and remarks on the institutions, WayS and customs in the

times of也e last Le kings. The sa.me author also wrote,

in collaboration with NGUYEN AN 177O-18|5, rqng

Th〃Ong Ngau Luc, a COllection of stories mostly about

the |8th century. rhuong K予nh Hγ S桝(Joumey to the

Capital) by血e physician LE IIUU TRAC also gives

PreCious infomation about life at the Trinh Court.

重e麗u田富喜aC and the

Deve量opment of Medまciれe

W豊富塁。霊書経詔霊‡露語
medical studies ma‘de much progress. A leamed schoト

ar, he shunned a mandarin career, retired to his

Village, and devoted his life to the study of血edicine.

Following decades of observation and study, he wrote

a. medical treatise in　28 volumes, 66　parts, Which

includes :

- a theoretical section ;

- a SeCtion on pathoIogy’ With special studies on

Sma虹pox, mea.Sles, infantile diseases, WOmen’s diseases;

- a. SeCtion on drugs:

- a SeCtion on pharmacolbgy ;



脇`勅の仰ese S‡海ieき

農a COllection of clinical observations ;

一a SeCtion on hygiene.

Lan Oing’s merit is to have laid the foundation of

a medicine based on observation of clinical facts’

climatic conditions, and the properties of local plants

and products・ His observations and formulas renain

of great value even to the present day・ He had a

thorough grasp of classical Chinese medical theories,

but relied mostly on observation. His medical data

were coIlected with great care, being in his mind do℃u-

ments to be confronted with the experience of others.

Another great prmciple of his was the importance of

hygiene in disease prevention ; hygiene being taken in its

extensive scnse as organisation of dai量y life. Lan Ong

did not forget to give advice to housewives on ques-

tions of food and clothing.

He also laid down the principles of a humanistic

medical deontoIogy. He wrote :

白Medici彫is a h〃ma偽arら紗h宛h musI see短0グ俗eγ彬

擁;iten初o mn,s掘れesses and sorro桃,鋤d he妙him,

擁houi caγing aboui鵬a履h oγ honours・

“Rわh men・do woi ;ac鳥　Physicians,初出heクvoγ Can

融rdlγ afloγd good ones・ One m・勿Siクaγ eSクeC定al a物tio1匂

io iheタn.

・・ Me擁ine is a noble aγi. We m破siriひe ioクreserひe

our moγa号uγ訪y・ ’’

scientific and huma,nist, Le Huu Trac was a typical

precursor of the great figures of the 18th century・

NATIONAL TRADITIONS AND

REVOLUTIONARy∴ STRUGGLE

IN VIET-NAM



HE Vie妨amese land is no f′ee g雄Irom miuγe. Foγ

脇oγe ihan !ouγ thousa初yedγS men haひe oonq彬γed

i信nch by inch, Iro", a gγ初ging脇a寂re・ Floods, dγ鋤gh信

雄hoons - year alier yeaγ, Ce励ry擁er cmiurγ,砺me脇

oI Viei置mm haひe "eひer CeaSed擁hting Jhem・ Dykes con-

ia諭偽g the在りers, leuees鳥ee少ing ihe u′aieγ i〃 rice輝ds,

ca#abs, d毒ches, Po偽ds,初es, dams - Jhe Vidmmese mn

似/er CeaSeS Z8,Or巌”g !he so訪, Ze,hich ;s soa鳥ed短栃his

blooカmd szo′eai. O彬GaS砂′ “偽deγStands z4′hγ　he ;s so

dee砂a脇ched io his履nd・

This siruggZe, ZO'aged Gリery day /0γ Cen初γies, Cans /0′

0γga巌alio1匂. Viuage αnd c鋤海ry γem読the solid frame-

ze,Ork tl所I10海Ze,hich mm could "Oi /ace ;he Gleme初s. Neiihβγ

co初d he con/γOnt O勅eγ da脇gers, Z”hich are ‘he doings ol

脇en. For細O iho14Sand γearS, ihe Vie初amese man has

had io reクel mny !oreign aggγeSSions; eaCh hmeタau

energies haひe had io be mobilわed・

In this　細Ofold si肋ggle∴agai栂′bai4彬and /0γe〆g幼

aggress初, fhe meわク出he delias “nd Jhose 6n ±hc wo脇-

iains haひe ha初o ma鳥e common∴CaαSe, The夕voduds o/

ihe少a初s and ihe sea are i〃dis夕ensable io ihe momtain-

eeγS言usl &S Ze′00d and oiheγ /0γeSI Prod鮪ofs cγe !0海

がa諒dzulleγS・ Whereas Jhe 4lains s巧妙Jhe b初施of

m砂o秘′er loγ de/ence, ihe lnO脇海a寂s cons楊偽e a sきγa-

iegio barrier /0γ ihe∴∴COun砂, and a bas訪o佃高音　OaSe

O! reireai・

Thus ze,aS gγadua砂/0γmed栃e V楊namese cocmiry

and na海on,紗初　海s u′ell-demaγCaied ieγriioγyタ　イis

T



Vie初のmeSe Sludies

のn la州guage, iis s加C雄c cαl寂re, and es加ciallγ∴a

histoγγ　u′hose main chaγaCierishc remains s飯bborl∂

resisiance io all aggressors, nO m徹er ho~可OZqeγ初.

This鋤雄ed m毒on, hozuZ’er, d′id, "Oきhaひe & ho脇oge-

neo幼S SOCial bOdy-1猿all m訪on z”here class s初ggle ds

goi脇g on・ DeeクCO海rad寂ions ioo居クlac♂脇hin毒and

decided dis hisiorical co勿rSe.

The most力ondame”tal o筋e oクpOSCd Zhose ac'ho訪lled Jhe

SOil Jo Jhose zo′ho o御偽ed宛. This Za畑d訪lled ai fhe fOSi o/

SO m海h ei!0帝, ihis la筋d soα居ed　秒,脇　su′eal a′,d

細ars did ,‘Oi belo鵜!o jhose　紗ho had conq"ered　宛. 4i

ihe ceクかe o/協e紡am償e histoγγ Siood Jhe 4easanj, gγim

and heroic dc/e脇deγ　0声h信鋤d beq雄aihed by his a肌

CeSioァs ag伽nSi Ioγeign aggγ8SSOγS, buよalsoクeriodica砂

rising硬aga海s吊he ho彬7ulers,読m mdless γeリOll.

The海egraiion o! mou海ain mdクIai肌d秒)ellers i〃to a

Si準擁78alio机c′aS also hindeγed by Jhe G帝lo宛a訪onl &nd

apクressio件鍬;ried bγ ihe /鋤dalists Jn ’he delia aga海si

dh壷c m諭oγ巌es l短ng in the m鋤niains. The laiieγ’s

/reque偽i　γeひO海s co拘s寂ule虎　a serious u,ea加!eSS O! ihe

lormeγ mOmrchγ.

斑sioγγ is ai ;he same擁匂e CO勅諭糾hy and )′eひ0;u訪on.

The　γeSOl初e and　諒ciorious resislance o!披　Vie手

mmeseクeo雄　to ihβ Fr助的h co肋定a栂s擁n io ihe

American ;mクerialisis con擁彬S a /rad擁oク亀　加gm　#S

N偶重ね"al Tタ慨都楊0"S...

earlγ aS !he /irsi cen寂γy by i嬢TPUNG sisiers. The z晒・

Selみdayクeoクle’s aγm杉d foγOeS CO,巌nue披tγad寂m of

きhe peas鋤i-SOjdieγS読sh初加d by !he Lγ a州d r7,a# dyms-

〆es, Which mde宛Possible !o deleai ±h8 Mo解o信仰’aders

in !he 13ih ce海ury. rhe∴COmbi18a訪on ol gueγillaみd

γegulaγ砂aγlaγe md ihai ol armed andクol妨cal siγ礁gle批准re

aJγβady 4微dised Oγ NGUYEN TI王AI訪/he 15脇cm寂ry.

Ho榔′eUeγ, mOdern imクerialis偽has ai宣is disクosal m多a鵬

ihai加udal ;madeγS O/ yore did脇: SO4脇s訪caied加ch-

海q彬s, Policy md maohinerγ /0γ ideological zoa布γe・

Neイ施r Jhe !rad紡oml meihods o/ combai 7!0γ !he

〆oγmS O/ struggle boγrα妙edか01n iheクradice oI Wes手

eγ?8 bouγgeOisie aγe adequaie. J仰oγderきo lead ihe na訪onal

Siγ解gle ioひictoγy,宛is necessaγγ io u′age,クarallel toみ

a radica左　脇海erγuクied reひo擁ion. While co巌偽毒ng

勅eクasらOne muSi break　似ゆthe old sir妨t海γeS, g砂e

land jo !he !illeγS, disma海le !he old qdmi毒sira訪ons伽‘d

ideologies言nsz,ire neu′ ideas, mObili名e all cnerg〆es.

The率asa海rγ has Iound初ihe軍qor鳥海g class and定ls

卸riγ bolh m allγ a13d a guide,脇d Ior Jhe /毎月in4e, has

been able ioクu高is imm8仰Se Sireク8gth in ihe seブリice o! a

cause o自he lu寂re.脇猿comわg o海o ihe histoγical siage

io de/end宛s o榔′n l海erests, ihe砂Or巌ng class has as鋤med

a lead海g role海ihe〆るaiional siγ偽ggle.

Witho初　ZeadeγShiク　by a Mar誘s仁Leninis鯵　Pariy,

ihere ze’0初d haz,e bee偽;n偽e手m′n 7ee宛heγ & 4eoクIe’s

aγmy, nOγ a naiioml ′γO砂noγ∴a∴ cOγγeCl m訪oml and

海ermlio偽のlクohcy. T偽e　海aiional moひemen鯵　砂0初d

hat/e beβ偽　mercilgssly cγ鵬履d bγ ihe /a卵nese, /he

Fremh, Jhcq$　fhe　4meγic脇s. J!∴s　#Oi bγ　aCCid鋤i



鯵haき　HO CHI MINH fhe /irsi Vid〃a鵬se Maγ訪sら

a碑eaγS ;硝he eγeS O/ “ll as !he mos出eSO海e m擁he mosi

consisie海クa妨oi. So紡e秒。初d猿e to o紳OSe Ho Chi

Minh’s z融rioiism Jo his Maγ諦sm" This sim砂mea幼S

ihai !heγ undersiand ’60ihing Jo e諦her・

Na訪oml siγ衡gk leads io social γeひOl海on, u励ch

cro榔′nS毒a幼dgれes i諦s tγue memqng ;偽alional libeγaiion

Sho脇be 。CCOm卸nied bγ Jhe hberal壱on o声heねbouγing clas-

ses, O海r演seみro′脇d be Puγely Ioγmタl; O初he otheγ hand,

social γeひOlu訪on could 7CO出e czccomク毒shed ze,ilho初doing

鋤,ay訪h all deクendence, e鋤COひeγed, On〆mクer定a訪sm・

The comiγy’s加udal a幼d /ea訪onaγy /orces coulcZ dγaZ4,

Strength only /rom Zheir #es ac′宛h ;mクerialisln, 4meγican

imクe′ia汚sm読霧he声rs団Iace・

The bu脇ing o! so〆alism ;n Norih部e右脇am g訪eS ;ts

/脇his10γioal sense Jo Jhe m訪onal md democγa訪c siγug-

gle z楊ch Gs Z)eing uictoγio海砂ze′aged bγ lhe So初h Vie励am-

eseク0擁Iaiio筋∴againsi Ammcan imクerialism; On ihe

olher ha7!d, Jhe Soulh Vie初amese 4eoクle’s uiciorious /ighま

giues e海c訪ひeクrole擁o屈o ihe reひo妨iomγγ aChie彬me海s

i扉猿Noγth. ∫n s〆ie o/ a deクhのsed soc舌al eぴolulion, Noγih

and So海h hau楊g &dopied di催γmよs初#初res, this deクhas-

dng being essentia砂due io brutab i舛ierひe筋tion by imクerial-

isilorces, n勤労′has　娠m寂γ Ol励e V巌mmeseクeoクle,

0! ihe Vieh匂ameSe m存on, been e婦γeSSed in s雄h real and

/0γCe/ul mame′ aS in the.flerce commo生Stγ礁gle againsi

Ameγ〆ca男aggγeSSion.

In CoI Chj, %O待ar /γOm Saigon, Z”hole演nages hのひe bee"

e解毒γely m名ed by Am杉ricalO ar寂lery 。仰d aircra!ら　B.52S

i幼初率d・ Ye石粉heneuer Amerioan irooクS COme, men γuSh

Oui ol 4mdergγOmd galleries a融めimaタe !hem・ C擁Chi

Na誘o仰al T調d描ons…　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　重与5

remins a free land・ When old !o雄s oI C匂` Chi are 。Shed脇γ

被y sho桝ld cling io a land疎彬nOi a iree is研siand-

ing, i履y鋤szo′er : “壊γe毒e脇高ombs o/ ouγanCeSiors. We

Shall siay heγe ai all cosis.’’Jn Vie〆mクn One Cam。t Ui_

Olaie /he Jombsolクeoクle’s鋤cesiors鋤d gかzmy料rih宛.

Meame,h寂;n /he Norih, ;n oγder Jo Jeひel 7ケcelields md

aγγange neu′クloタs /訪foγ SCienti朽γice-gγのing言n many

ひillages, jombs sc脇ered cmong zhe yice/ields are bei〃g

gro唯ed cho cemeteries・ rhose to′ho ;n zhe South are c初g-

ingわ;heわ. CZnCeSiors’to?nbs and Jhose Jn Jhe Norih ze′ho

aγe mOひing Jhem Jo #eZe/ Siies belo7亀g Jo Jhe sa′ne 4eoがe.

Theγ &re ;nsタイred by ;he same /eeling. The ;and beque初hed

bツタhe &nceSioγS ds being de/mded by zhe ones, embellished

bγ ihe others.

Those ignoγa寂o! historγ秘′il=ail io似ndeγSia偽d ma偽γ

a !hing ;n pγeSe初一daγ Viei-n抑, but Jhose ze,ho /0γgei

lhai a radical reひo海io扉s u所ol海亀g海Il be grosslγ misla鳥-

en if ihey　演sh to a擁eal io o初daied hisioγical no訪ons・

The French commnd ;ear海Gl at ils ozo′航空ense ;n

1953-|954 Z4′he毒n ;he Dien B初Phu camクaign ‘i信2’anied

io少ay微少On ihe a海ago海sm ~頼ch hisiorically ot坤OSed

momia訪eers !o delia Peoクわ鋤d ze/hich French o//iceγS

had skil/u砂uSed海ihe 19ih cen初γy ;n oγder Jo z4′ea烏en

ihe Vie海amese γeSisia筋oe. Jn |953-|954言n bOih Norih

and Sou勅, m鋤筋iain-d!e,eelingクeoクle hak beco′,∂e !初-

Iledge(! c毒宛enS in Jhe∴neZ4,擁e〆nam, haひing　#Cquiγed

γights 。nd “dt,a初ages "et,er kno秒′偽/o Jheir amesiors. And

SO /hey “γde脇y Parliciクaied in 7he∴COmmOn∴na訪oml

Siro‘ggle. Thc eihnic minori訪es o/ ihe Souiheγn　4latea微

haひe f初r彬d !heiγ　mOmiat’ns海o “n　わee坤ugnable

bas訪on∴againsi fhe 4mβrlcms md /heiγひalels. In　脇e



協e初の肋`S` S初dわs

Norih,紗宛h調eひieo脇ical and econom宛mea似s, eCOnα脇eC

and ouliuγal諦iegra宛on has been q海砂reah名ed, ihe諦-

d短勃al毒γ OI each na訪omliiy betng l海砂γeSクeCied,伽d

ihe m鋤的taわregio示γeCeiひe s壷sia寂ial a定d !γOm the del-

ia. T履Vie擁a偽ese naあo脇,砂h海sa加guardi〃g履origi-

m訪ty o/ GaCh 。h脇ic gγOuP, has achieひed “海霧γ “i初wuCh

higher leぴel ihaタロormeγly・

While gms 。re crash海g, Vie初amese aγChaeologisis oγe

diggi魚g ihe so初n seard…l traoes o! men o月ormeγ iimes,

scie寂sis are夕Obi勅g sタoγeis o/ m初γe in laborato一

γies, Par砂and Siate leaders are泌0γ短ng o初an orien-

タaiion lor ied諦oal an虎scie海神c de彬loクm鯛i oひer ihe

COming蝕e海γ　γearS・

TheクasらJheクvesm′脇d Jhe /初γe Gγe ;肋iγica砂

初鳥ed Jogeiheγ; ”eひer履s ’he Vie海amese mn初ed suoh

a Iu砂histor売クeriod・

Hisioric noi only i〃海側aiionaらbui also読ihe海er-

nahoml sense. The VieimmseクeoクIe鳥no秒,海星heγ aγe

s叫クoried bγ ihe Iorces o!クrog卿ss all oひer ihe uIOγld・

Theγ鳥nozc′ ihai ±hey aγe 4ar信znd Parcel o声he ;rγeSis訪ble

mouemの汚Carry読g ihe砂Orld loγ砂ard・

Run壷ng cou海er Jo Jhe s擁am O/ hisiory, 4m諦can

aggγeS諦m aga海si Vie手na〃…a幼Onlγ e偽d in !ailuγe・
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