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Editor,s note : Calt C1 71eu) Viet Nαm rまse fγOm
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めγge輸SCαねSOCまの職s七pγOduc七iol-?

Dγ. Ng棚e7↓ KれαC Vうe仰し-αSSeγtS軌αきα γe扉el〃

of　七九e　かS‡ 20　肌o7諦れs fonotひれg　拐e co肌pきete

諦beγαきるo7) Of　硯e so初肪eγn pαγt Of Vうeき　Nom,

∽硝　g海e oれ　沌eα Of軌e e性COtげαgれg pγOSpeCtS

ioγ　Vうeき　Nαm’s posトもひαγ　γeCOれS七TuCtわ乱

Foささo砂s　硯e ft雄　でe短　Of Dγ. V乞e在s eα1C弛sわe

αγ擁c【e tひγまt七e偽る仇coれ性eCきるoれ砂ま的七71e αppγ0αCか

れg Fo母子肋Coγ〕gγeSS Of軌e Viet Nαm 「Woγ比eγS’

Pαγ七U;

False Predictions

The predictions never came true'

Under Thieu southern Vlet Nam received an

average of two billion dollars a year in economlC

and military aid ; OnCe this umbilical cord was cしIt,

†he country was expected to get intO a meSS after

liberation: millions of unempIoyed, an aCllte
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Shortage of fcodstuffs, f-1el, COnSumer gOOds,

raw materials, equipment. Several million persons

Iost their jobs ovemight, and hundreds of thousands

Of merchants, big and small, formerly supported by

the puppet regime, by striving to hoard and

SPeCulate, made prices soar and further aggravated

the shortages.

Such a s音ituation might normally have led to

Serious popular discontent, eSPeCially when Wash-

ington had over 20 years built up a huge military,

POlice and adminisltrative machine several mi11ions

StrOng, When US-SuPPlied weapons were plentifuら

When the CIA was continuing to maintain a swarm

Of agents skilled in staging pIots and coup d宅tats.

Many revolutions have been followed by civil war,

in countries where conditions were not so serious

as in southern Viet Nam.

Pres音ident Ford thus had every reason to stake

his personal credibility on southern Viet Nam being

Plunged into a bloodbath, and anarchy, eCOnOmic

and social chaos lasting a long time naturally. Facts

have giヽ′en the lie to F。rd’s predictions. There has

been no civil war. The million mercenaries, POlice-

men and special agents carefully trained by

American services∴Simply retumed to their homes,

90　per cent of them have had their civil rights

restored, and on Apri1 24, 1976, less than a year

after the liberation of Saigon, they went to the

POlls like the rest of the population.

Only a handful of die-hard elements who have

on their conscience abominable crimes committed
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When US weapons made them absolute masters.

and are hiding in mountains where they furtively

attack a passing vehicle from time to time. Some of

them engage in acts of sabotage in the ci宜es, but

all these elements have been neutralized by secu-

rity forces assisted by a vigilant population. And

great has been‾ the disappointment of imperialist

Circles.

The take-OVer Of southern Viet Nam has been

rapid and sure. At all levels, in Saigon as in the

remotest villages, the organs of people’s power are

functioning smoothly, Order is maintained, general

and local elections have been carried out in a

regular mamer. The process of North-South

reunification is taking place smoothly. The picture

is that o上a regime making its way, nOt eaSily, but

Surely, OVerCOming many difficulties, and not at

all that of a country foundering in a quagmire・

The setting up of the organs of people,s power

has been no easy task, after the upheavals caused

by 20 years of US intervention. A large number of

experienced revolutionary cadres were ki11ed by a

POlice organized and trained by the Americans and

equipped with powerful technical means, Those who

rc`turn after a long stay in the res音istance bases or

the prisons have no experience in administration and

management, Particularly in the cities deeply tr@nS-

formed by neo-COIonialism.

Taking advantage of such a situation, OPPOrtu-

nists ahd enemy agents have infiltrated the people’s

revolutionary c。mmittees set up after liberation

and engaged in sabotage of the measures advocated.
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However, t・he devotion of the cadres, the adoption

of a correct policy, and assistance by popular organ-

izations have made it possible to gradually remedy

shortcomings and inevitable mistakes in the first

days, and ensure the progress of the regime along

the road that has been chosen. Washington proPa-

gandists, disappointed because they could not report

serious disturbances, have had to content themselves

with drawing the attlention of the world public to

some negative aspects of the situation, 1eaving aside

what has been achieved since liberation・

To find negative aspects is quite easy in a cOuntry

where the consequences of war are incalculable. Let

us recall these in a few words: 9,000 out of 15,000

villages and hamlets bombed ; One million wol上nded,

disabled (by torture) and sick persons; 800‘000

0rPhans and abandoned children; half a million

prostitutes most o王whom have venereal diseases ;

10 million people forced to leave their villages

devastated bv bombing (in ten yearsl) who now have

to be resettled ; at least 150,000 tons of unexpIoded

bombs and shells which are still daily causing loss

of life; SeVeral million hectares of ricefields`

gardens and forests destroyed by bombs and chem-

icals; Permanent threat of epidemics (malaria,

plague, Cholera, tyPhoid)・ And that is only the

aftermath of war in the South. In material terms.

the North has suffered as much, if not more.

Can a new Viet Nam rise from these ruins? The

achievements of the 20 months following liberation

will give an idea of the prospects for the period

ahead.
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Leniency and Re-education

The first and most important task has been the

control and re-education of former soldiers, POlice-

men, agentS and fしInCtionaries of the former regime.

Without assistance　缶om the population, from

WOmen’s youth and old people’s organisations, it

「八・〇uld haヽγe been impossible to carry out this task,

as almost one million persons including about 40,000

officers had to be registered and controlled. The

return of all these personnel to their families, their

reintegration into normal civilian life after many

years of service in the neo-COlonialist machine

n3turally raise countless problems.

As has been said above, mOSt Of these personnel

have been freed unconditionally ; Only officers and

a number of high-ranking agents of the former

regime have been detained for the purpose of

re-education and screening. These privileged persons

¥lnder the old regime must be made to understand

WIlere the national interest lies, hoⅥγ　they have

C¥rred to the point of becoming in many cases real

。riγninals at the service of foreigners. And we have

to ascertain which of them have been forced by cir葛

CllmStanCeS tO SerVe in the puppet army and Which

;lre real counter-reVOlし1tionaries.

For　20　years, these highly paid o鯖cers and

agents of the old regime have greally benefited

from us aid and have been continuously indoctri-

nated by psychological war services. Now they are

l)egjnning to open their eyes, but not without
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difficulty. Those whose records ha、γe been clarified,

have been freed one after another.

A number of former puppet Officers who have

not reported themselves to the revolutionary author-

ities form the core of a few terrorist and sabotage

organisations which have been promptly neutralized・

In.February 1976, a SearCh of a Saigon church

revealed that some Catholic priests Were COlluding

with reactionary officers (in the church weapons

and a printing press to make counterfeit bank-nOteS

were concealed, and the parish priest, Caught red-

handed, gaVe the order t。 fire on the security forces,

killing one of our men)・

The huge military, POlice, administrative’ eCO-

nomic, ideoIogical and cultural machine set up by

Yankee neo-COIonialism comPrised almost two million

persons. How・ tO re-emPIoy these persomel, What

place to give them in the new society which is

built on concepts and standarlds diametrically oppos-

ed to those of the former regime: these problems

ar。 ind。。d d。Ii。。t。 and 。OmPlex ones. W醜t has

been required is not only a general policy of

clemency, COnCOrd, national union and vigilance, but

great perspicacity at al1 1evels to deal with each

individual case. Patiently, the revolutionary cadres

have’tackled the most complicated personal situa-

tions, from that of former ministers or generals to

that o工a simple policeman in a town or militiaman

in a village who, by order of his superiors, had

COmmitted the most atrocious crimes.

It may be said that never before has a revolution

had to face such a situation. The question is not so
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much to carry out ]arge-SCale repres,Sion as to

awaken in these people feelings of national pride,

1ove of honest wor】{, the sense o[ human solidarity

dimmed by a long past in the servjce of imperialism.

There have been fumblings and false steps,

mistakes in this or that case, but in general the

WOrk has been done jn the right direction, that of

progressive reintegration of an important part of

the population jnto the national community. And

those who want to expIoit discontent among this

Part Of the population to foment more or less

serious disturbances have been quickly disappointed.

By their vote on Apri1 25, 1976, mOre than　90

percent of the South Vie音tnameSe POPula七ion have

Shown their will to break decisively with the neo-

COIonialislt PaSt and to support a regime that has

brought them definitive peace, national independ-

ence, a healthier∴SOCiety, a SeCure future fo音r their

Children. All the present economic and social diffi-

Culties have not made them forget these fundamental

realities.

The cIosely linked economic and social questions

have required urgent measures as well as a long

term policy.

Since the first da.ys of liberation, in all big cities

ilnd some rural or mountain areas devastated by

the war, the revolutionary authorities have distri-

buted food to needy families. The US-held area5

irnported 300,000 to 700,000 tons of foodstuffs every

)’ear. This shows the scope of the asslistance that

the∴revolutjonary authorities had to bring the
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population in liberated areas. There has been no

土amine anywhere.

But it was obvious that only a policy of rapid

reduction of the urban population with the return

o上several million persons to farm work could provided

radical solution to the acute problem of supply-

ing the congested-tOWnS. The problem would be a

simple one i工the refugees, native villages had not

been razed by US bombing, and in most caSeS’neW

vi]lages had to be created on newly reclaimed land・

A whole infrastructure - rOads, houses, Wells,

health services, SChooIs-had to be set up before

the inhabitants could come and settle down, nO=O

speak of dangerous minerdearing operations which

have cost the lives of many of our cadres and

soldiers.

Ar¥d there is the fact that those people who had

sought refuge in the towns for so many yearS have

lost the habit of farming, that a former soldieど・

officer or merchant does not willingly become a

peasant agajn. And here again, POlitical explanation,

the patience of cadres’the example of militants,

material ald (in foodstuf上s, Seeds, building materials'

transport, medicines, maChines.) and technical and

social aid (Physicians, teaChers, teChnicians) provided

by the people,s power have made it possible to

launch a∴mOVement Which has already attracted

hundreds o工　thousands o上　persons, a mOVement

which is bound to continue for several years‘
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A New Movement

Thus new∴eCOnOmic regions have gradually been

Created, Where each settler’s family is given a plot

Of land for cultivation, Where administrative and

SOCial servjces have been set up by the state to

SerVe the population, and cooperative groups aγe

being formed. On its part, the State has been ac-

tively reclaiming land, ar)d introducing industrial

CrOPS. New economic zones have been created in

七he vicinity of Saigon as well as in remote prov-

iヱICeS. If life is rather hard in the first year. it has

been improving rapidly as with a fertile soil and

a Iavourable d血ate, CrOPS in the South rapidly

PrOVide food to the families. Many people have
realized tha七life on newly reclaimed land with a

SeCure future, is much healthier than the cramped,

filthy slums in overpopulated cities where jobs are

extremely hard to find.

Vanguard youth brigades and Liberation Army

men and women have given considerable assistance

士o the population. In a year and a half, Saigon has

Sent half a million persons to new economic zones.

Da Nang, tO Which inhabitants of surrounding

PrOVinces fled in panic during the first battles in

the Spring of 1975, has quickly resettled most 。f

those refugees in their villages and sent a number

Oi them to new economic zones. The city has been

relieved of 60 percent of the population it had on

liberation　くねy. OtheI・ Cities’ Hue, Nha Tran容,

Cam∴Tho, have resettled tens of thousands of

Persons. On a national scale, this is a vast movement
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which has mobilized considerable technical and

material means as Well as pers音Onnel・ Only証sin.-

formed or ill-intentioned journalists can remain

silent on achievements Of such scope.

simultaneously with the creation o土new eCOnOmic

zonesl, the people,s power has taken measureS tO

renovate agriculture"　Neo-COIonialist rule concen-

trated its efforts on a small section of the territory

and a small group of well-tO-do peasantS Whom US

aid provided with machlneS, fertilizer, and seeds‘

while the greater Part Of the country waS neglected・

A double consequenCe WaS :

- a backward agriculture, With low yields on 90

percent of the land which gave only one yearly

cl.OP, although the soil is particularly fert】le and

the climate is among the most favourable・

-an OutWardly modem agriculture on a Small

part of the territory, Which is completely dependent

on imported supplies and has been paralyzed by

the cutting off of US aid・

The former regime comPletely neglected hydrau-

1ic works which are of vital impOrtanCe tO rice

cultivation and to crops in general in a tropical

country with altemating monsoonS, With a rainy

season and a hot one. For several yearsl, the canals

with which the Mekong delta is chequered were

not dredged and the maintenance Of dams and

channels was臆discontinued・

without waiting for modem equipment, the

people,s power has called on peaslantS tO build

important hydraulic works with their own hands・

Millions of persons have responded and everywhere
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from the northern provinces of Quang Nam and Thua

Thien to the Mekong delta in the South, thousands

Of peasants are seen diggjng cana]s, Or buj畑噂

dykes, Channe】s or water res,erVOirs.

Intellectua]s and students from the cities have

joined hands with the peaslantS, and in so doing

have discovered their own country and an aspect

Of human solidarity of which they had no idea.

Only a truly revolutionary regime can carry out

Sし一Ch a mobilization, and the result obtained in the

first year is equal to the movement : half a mi11ion

hectares have received water during the dry season,

thus ‘making possible a second crop, Southem Viet

Nam no Ionger has to import rice as under US

OCCuPation.

The first step has been taken toward a radical

renovation of South Vietnamese agriculture. Basic

Studies have been made, and major projects have

been completed for agricultural hydraulic works,

fertilizing waste land- aCid soil in the Plain of

Reeds, Submerged areas in the Mekong delta, Salt

land along the coast and in the highlands. These

PrOjects will be carried out next year, When the

new five置year Plan (1976-1980) will come into force

No doubt much of southem Viet Nam, Partjcul虹]y

t」le Mekong delta and the T;,y N即yen (Central

Highlands), Will in the coming yeQrS bec'Ome impor-

tant agricultural regions which will ensure the

Whole country a sufficient supply of foodst11ffs and

。f raw materials for export and for indus-ry.



Here are a few figures:
葛in a ycaI., 1,8 million cubic metreS Ofearthworks

built in the vicinity of Saigon. 3l,000 hectares- neWly

reclaimed or giving　2-3　crops a year, OWing to

hydraulic works (Saigon belt of cultivated land

covers lOO,000 hectares) ;

一5,000km of canals dredged, rebuilt or newly

built by the population, 950km of river and se三l

dykes rebuilt or newly built ;

-15,000　small dams and channels;

-20,000 wells and pooIs dredged ol. built;

_ four million cubic metres of earthworks moved

within the framework of major State projects;

- neWly reclaimed land : 53,400 hectares in Minh

Hai province, 23,000 in Gia Lai - Kontum province・

25,000 in An Giang province;
臆1976　summer-autumn CrOP (second yearly

crop) ; half a million hectares have given l/4 million

tons of paddy.

Increasingly, the State is providing peasants with

machines, fuel, fertilizer and seeds.

Merchants and the Market

The situation in the cities, Particularly in Saigon,

is very complex, Chiefly because of the presence

of a large number of merchants who for many

years have engaged in trades of all kinds, and of

elements without a de音finite trade who have been

making a living in every imaginable way.

Since liberation these peop]e have been hoarding

foodstuffs, COnSumer gOOds, medicines, raW mate-

●
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rials, and spreading rumours aimed at whipping up

a real shortage psychosis; they managed to make

Prices∴SOar and to get big profits. Availing them-

Selves of the economic policy of the revolutionary

govemment, Which recognized the legal existence

Of five economic sectors-the State, COOPerative,

joiIlt-State-Private,　CaPitalist,　and individual

SeCtOrS-many CaPitalists and merchants have

brazenしy engaged in fraudulent undertakings, SuP鶴

Plying spurious goods and adulterated medicines.
’皿e consequence is∴a∴SOmeWhat anarchic market

Situation, Particularly in Saigon.

The State has taken measures, firstly to eliminate

the comprador bourgeoisie as a class, then to

gI’adually reduce trafficking, fraud and hoarding.

All banks have been nationalized, eXtemal trade

has become a State monopoly. Private rice trading

is forbidden, making it possib】e to maintain a stable

Price for this vital commodity. The collecting of

rice from peasants still engaged in individu亀l pro-

duction, the sale of cheap rice to the urban popしIla-

tion, and the prevention of fraud have required

great efforts on the part of the ievolutionary

POWer On the financial plane as well as on the plane

Of administrative persormel.

It should be mentioned that the State has been

叩〕P]ying free rice to needy families. Women,s

Orga11isations in city districts have contributed t,O

the distribution of goods, the sale of rice and the

PreVention of fraud effectively. Supplying a city of

描　mi唖on jnhabitants like Saigon is no simple

matter. ar?d there are difficulties in finding not
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only enough rice, but also enough meat, fish and

Vegetab]es, aS the wholesale trade in foodstuffs was

in the hands of the comprador bourgeoisie. The

]atter directed a large network of middle and sma11

merchants, and vI′ere allied with many small produ-

CerS (farming and fishing).

The struggle between these sharks (formerly

known as “kings” in such or such a sector) and

the State trade services has been an arduous one.

However, the revolutionary cadres have gradually

leamed how to run a big city, and as the State

trade ser∇ices are taking over the distribution of

more and more goods, the rise in prices has been

Checked, at least in some sectors. Many purchasing

COOPeratives have been set up in city districts where

the population can now do without the service of

merchants. The struggle remains arduous, COnSider-

ing the scope of the trading and the nunber of mer-

Chants to be re-educated and guided toward produc-

tive activities.

For this is the main thing to be done. Southem

Viet Nam’s cities, Particularly Saigon, made a living

essentia11y from　くくSerVice ” trades. Enterprises

Whose owners fled abroad have become State-

OWned; the g。Vernment is encouraging private

indusもrialists to continue running their enter‘Prises.

Formerly’these enterpri誓S Well needed impor‘ted

raw materials and foreign technicians ; the State

now has to give them aid by supplying raw mate-

rials which are sent缶om the North or importedr

A great efIort has been made, With the cooper-

ation of research servic'eS in the North, tO find
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replacement raw materials in the country. Con-

tracts have been signed with some foreign firms tO

ensure continued functioning of a nunber of enter-

Prises. The State is also cooperating by supplying

CaPital and technicians to some private enterprises

which are to be transformed `into joint ‘St釦もe-Private

enterprises. About 7,000 enterprises have resumed

operation, Particularly in light industry (food pro-

cessing, teXtile, Sugar, PaPer, rubber...)

Small industry and handicrafts which were neglect-

ed under the former regime are now_ developing

rapidly, uSing local raw materials, tO meet the needs

of domestic consumption and export. Eleven thou-

sand groups of handicraftsmen are working in

Saigon. The role of handicrafts in the total value of

national production is increasing continuously・

In the domain of industry and handicrafts,

COOPeration with the North has been most effective,

and basic data have been obtained for elaborating a

plan for the whole country. The state has supplied

fuel to tens of thousands of fisherfolk, Which has

made it possible to maintain the production of fish,

nuoc mam (fish sauce) which is indispensable for

daily meals, and shrimps for export.

The elimination of the comprador bourgeoisie as

a dass, the reconversion and reeducation of small

and middle merchants as well as that of the capital-

ists is a long-term taSk whic.h requires coordinated

economic, administrative and educational measures.

The popular massesl, WOrkers, housewives, intellec-

tuals must be invited to participate in it. It is an

arduoしIS taSk in which revolutionary cadres mしISt
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display tenacity, Shrewdness, business senきe, and

also unfailing integrity, aS the comprador bour-

geoisie has a long practice of corrupting functionarileS

under the former regimes. There have been and

there will continue to be many ups and downs but

there is no longer any doubt about the outcome uf

the battle : the insta11ation of socialist structures in

trade as in industry is sIow but sure, and there is

no chance at all for capitalism to regain the lost

ground,

Clearing Away the Refuse

On the social and cultural plane, it may be said

that a new current is sweeping away much of the

refuse left by the former regime. Ovemight violent

and pomographic films disappeared from the cine-

mas and provocative posters disappeared from

advertisement boards. Persons of goodwi11, former]y

POWerless, Can nOW devote themselves to helping

the disabled, OrPhans, drug addicts, and prostitutes.

Several centres for the　``restoration of women,s

dignity,, the re-education of drug addicts and for

abandoned children have been opened under the

auspice of the state but functioning with the assist-

anoe of women’s and youth organizations.

The medical service is giving wholehearted assist-

ance, uSing traditional methods in some cases (for

example, aCuPunCture for the treatment of drug

addicts). The social rehabilitation of these hund.reds

Of thousands is being carried out gradua11y.
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Simultaneously with the diffusion of national and

revolutionary cultural and artistic works, the

cultural sequels of 20 years of neo-COIonialist domi-

nation are being gradually eliminated・ Realizing

the evil effects of pomographic or ferociously anti-

communist publications circulated by the psycho-

logical war servioes under the former regime, the

populatlOn have handed a large number of them tO

the revolutionary authorities・

For many years, the population in US-held

regions had access only to very adulterated art

works which had lost a11 national character・ Patriot-

ic writers and artists were muzzled, art and liter-

ature were used only to further Washington’s war

policy and the interests of the greedy comprador

bourgeoisie. For the first time in 20 years, the

popullation is coming into contact with a national

and revolutionary art bom in the resistance zones

or the socialist North・ The youth in particular have

a passion for songs, POemS and films ′bom of the

30-year reSistance against imperialist aggression・

Among ,all strata of the population, in industrial

enterprises and city districts, a Very aCtive political

and socia1 1ife is retuming.

In the course of study and heated discussions, many

questions have been raised : the sense of national

liberation, the struggle against traffickers, against

the pemicious neo-COlonialist culture, the role of

wornen, the tasks of writers and artists. The citizen

in the South can thus gradually get rid of the erro-

ne。心s ideas cranmed into his mind over so many

years by a massive propaganda using up-tO-date
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technical means and most varied foms. Supersti-

tlous practices encouraged by the neo-COIonial

regime are disappearing. Many amateur art troupes

have been organized "in schooIs, enterPrises, City

districts. Artistic life has an increasingly popular

Character, With festivals and exhibitions on the

local or national scale where new talents have

been discovered.

The former regime has left several million illiter-

ate persons (in the North the problem had been

SOIved as far back as 1958). Using proven revolu-

tionary methods, the people,s power tackled this

PrOblem immediately’and in a year, half a million

PerSOnS have leamed to read and write. Efforts are

being made to completely eliminate i11iteracy by the

end of 1977. Complementary education courses ha.ve

been organized for adults, Particularly militants and

responsible cadres of popular organizations, admin-

istrative organs and enterprises. In these different

COしIrSeS, many PerSOnS Who belong mostly to the

under-Privileged classes are experiencing a real

resurrection, aS their deepest aspirations which

Were Stifled under the old regime are now being

fulfi11ed.

The new regime has brought them not only peace,

but also a purpose to their life.

Naturally, the school network has been given

SPeCial attention by the revolutionary regime which,

despite economic and financial difficulties, has taken

Charge of all publjc and private schooIs of the

former regime.

2全

The nationalization of private schooIs is a heavy

土jnancial bur〔len for the State, but it has benefited

hundreds of thousands of schooI children and stu_

dents’aS education is now free and of higher quality

than that provided by profit-Seeking schooIs under

the old regime・ Fomer schooIs have been reopened

and new ones have been created, Particularly in‘

rural areas that were completely neglected under

the neo-COlonial administration.

For the 1976-1977 school-year, 10,000 educational

establishments in southem Viet Nam have enrolled

four million students who will be given free edu-

Cation.

The State also provides free textbooks. In the

COurSe Of many study and discussion sessions, the

teachers have realized the kistoric tuming point

that has taken place and become acquainted with

new curricula and methods. They have exposed the

US scheme to put the schooIs at the service of their

neo-COlonialist policy, nOt Only by administrative

and police measures, but also by an anti-national

ChaI`laCter given to the content of the teaching. glori-

fication of Westem, and especially American civili-

Za‘tion, and a systematic falsification of national

history and culture.

Ho Chi Minh City has enrolled about　800,000

PuPils in more than 800 general education schooIs ;

1here are 22,000 more first-form pupils than under

the old regime. The city has also sent more than

600 teachers to new economic regions. And for the

first time in the big city, many kindergartens have

亘‘Ceived children of poorer districts : 530 establish-
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ments with 64,000 children for the first year. Hun葛

dreds of nurseries have been openc‘d

Higher educatlOn has been reorganized・ In par葛

ticular, the excessive number of law and literature

students which made up half the total numbeT Of

college students has been reduced, While the tech-

nical and pedagogical branches now have a greatly

increased number of students. For the 1976-1977

school-year, 15　higher education establishments

have reopened their doors: 8 in Ho Chi Minh City,

4 in the Hue-Da Nang region, 1 at Nha Trang

(OCeanOgraPhy), 1 at Can Tho, and l at Da Lat・

Preparations are being made for opening a uni-

‘γerSity for theCentral Highlands in the near future.

This year, 60,000　have sat for college entrance

examinations. Now on a new basis, higher education

in southem Viet Nam is making a good start.

In the medico-Sanitary field, there remalns much

to do. The former regime completely neglected

medico-SOCial problems, the medical corps was also

exclusively at the SlerVice of a well-†o-do clientele.

In contrast with the North, many ePidemic diseases

are rampant in the South: including malaria・

typhoid and leprosy. Major social hygiene measures

had to be taken, in many cases, aS matterSOf urgency :

cleaning the slums, maSS VaCCinations. Bes音ides the

former hospitals and research centres which con-

tinue to function normally, many health care stations

and dispensaries have been opened in city districts

and villages. For the first time, the medical corps

is serving the popular masses. Traditional medicine

is again highly valued.

雷6

Decisive αRear Base’’

The Sou†h’s emergence from †he T⊥】in andし事Pheaval

wrought by the war, is due to the efforts of the

population and also to the decisive aidithas received

from the North, Which continues to play its role of
“rear base,, in reconstruction work as formerly in

combat. The North itself has suffered immense

destruction : all industrial installations were de-

stroyed or damaged: all highway and railway

bridges destroyed ; Six important towns heavily

damaged, SOme almost razed to the ground; about

thirty provincial towns and several thousand vil-

lages severely bombed.

However, While the North has suffered material

destruction as serious as in the South it does have the

advantage of possessing socialist structures which

have enabled it to erisure the social and ideological

stability so propitious for reconstruction work・ It

does not have to carry out a reconversion of socio-

economic structures, an indispensable condition for

rapid progress.

By the end of 1975 it could be said that consid-

erable progress had already be-en made in compa-

rison with the situation before the bombings. In

compariSOn With 1965, the value rof fixed capital in

production has been multiplied by　2,5　electricity

production by 2.4, the production of chemical ferti-

1izers by　2.5, that of engineering by　2.5. Severa]

industrial centres and installations have been

rebuilt or enlarged :
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--The industrial sut)urb of Hanoi with the

Dong Anh, Van Dien, Thし10ng Di重lh sectors.

- The Haiphong industrial centre with its numer-・

OuS enterPrises (induding cement and glass works,

POrt installations and dockyard).

-The Quang Ninh mining area with its coal

mines (severely damaged during the war), its

new engineering factory at Cam Pha, its dockyard

at Bai Chay.

_The Viet Tri industrial centre with its

Chemical enterprises.

-The Thai Nguyen industrial centre with its

Steel complex.

-The new centres at Pho Yen (Bac Thai prov-

ince) and Tam Hiep (Ha Nam Ninh province)・ New

DOWer Stations and factories of all sizes have been

built.

Alirhe destroyed bridges have been rebuilt, aS

well as many railway stations and port installations.

Engineering factories have been making great efforts

to supply spare parts for means of transport. Newly

built roads link rural areas on a distance of over

lO,000 kilometres. An airline and a sea line ensure

communications between Hanoi, Haiphong and

Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City), While Vietnamese

ships now sail to ports in Africa and Europe.

In agriculture, the most important achievement

has belen the completion, by and large, Of the agri-

cultural hydraulic system. The major works under-

taken by the State have been completed with local

ne七works of canals, ditches and reservoirs, mOStly

built by districts and cooperatives. In ten important
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agricultural provinces, hydraulic works have ensur-

ed water control in an area of　500,000　hectares.

In the whole of the North, the area now jrrigated

in all seasons covers 900,000 hectares. A number∴Of

PrOVinces have built important works wjth their

OWn efforts‥　Ha Son Binh with its Dong Mo

reservoir for　90 million cubic metres of water can

irrigate　27,000　hectares, and Nghe Tinh province

With its Ke Go dam will irrigate 5,000 hectares in

1977 in the initial stage,

The completion of the hydraulic system as well

as imovations in seed, Selection and management

brought a good harvest in the spring of 1976, despite

SeVere COld during the winter of 1975. Agricultural

mechanization has been given a strong impetus with

the creation of pilot districts which are to experi-

ment in new management methods to be applied

throughout the country in the coming years.

In the medical and cultural fields, raPid progress

has been made. Thousands of schooIs言nfirmaries

and hospitals destroyed during the war have been

rebuilt. This school-year, ll,832 general education

SChooIs have enrolled 5,300,000 pupils, 233 profes-

Sional schooIs 84,000 students, and 39 higher educf+

tion establishmen七s 61,100 students (the correspond-

ing figures in 1965　were　2,670,000、 42,600　and

29,300).

Significant progress has been made in the medical

field.

1965　　　　　　　　　1975

Hospitals　　　　　　252　　　　　　　　442

Beds　　　　　　　69,700　　　　　　1∩9,900
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In addition. there are 5567 village medico-Sanitary

eentres for first-aid, natal care, and social hygiene

measlureS ; mOSt Of them grow medicinal plants.

With this rapid restoration, the North has been

able to give the South substantial aid in foodstuffs,

goods, and cattle. More than one and a half million

tons of foodstuffs and various other goods, and tens

of thousands of head of cattle have been sent to the

regions in the South most severely hit during the

war. Tens of thousands of teachers and technicians

from the North, many Of them bom in the South,

have afforded precious assistance to the organs of

revolutionary power.

Construction for the Future

while healing its wounds of war, the North is

also building major works for the future. Two of

these are particularly worthy of mention: the two-

tiered Thang Long bridge over the Red River in

Hanoi, and the big Hoa Binh dam on the Da River.

Built across a mighty river, this dam will create a

lake stretching over 300 km, and its hydr○○electric

power station o上almost 2 m皿on kw will generate

8 billion kwh a year・ Construction wil=a‘ke at least

ten yearS.

The reconstruction of destroyed habitations in

the towns has made great progress, and in Hanoi’s

suburbs, in the cities of Haiphong, Vinh, Viet Tri

and others three or four-StOried buildings, mOStly

pre-fabricated, have gone up. In the villages, neW

brick houses with gay red tiles are appearing・
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Particular.1y important, eCOnOmically and politi-

cally, is the reconstruction of the North-South

railway. This l,700 km-lcmg railway was repeatedly

subjected to destruction during the two wars. Two

sections, that of Vinh-Hue, 369 klr+long, in the

North, and that of Da Nang-Phu Cat7 279km long,

in the South, had to be completely rebuilt・

About 3 million cubic metres of earth had to be

moved, and in a ccuntry where there is a river,

every ten or twenty kilometres, SOmetimes a large

one, SeVeral hundred bridges had to be built, SOme

more than　500 metres Iong. The construction of

these bridges in a country with a fledgeling industry

has requireld immense efforts. It should be recalled

that it took the French coIcnial administra七ion 30

years to build this railway.

Trains will be running onthe Hanoi -Ho ChiMinh

City linc in 1977. The reconstruction work now

being done on the North-South railway by hundreds

of thousands of people from different pr。Vinces is

the most vivid image of the rapid reunification pro-

cess following the tota=iberation of the South・ Let

us also note that on the “Ho Chi Minh Trail’’, WOrk

has begun to make this road an important North-

South highway in the future.

A measure o亡great importance has been taken tO

speed up reconstruction work: the use of army

units in the task of economic consltruCtion.

The year 1975-1976 has witnessed rapid progress

in the reunification of the country : immediately

after the liberation of the South, hundreds of

thousands of persons crossed the 17th parallel to be
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reunited with their husbands or wives, ParentS,

brothers and sisters they had left　30　yea]、S agO.

postal communications were immediately reestab-

1ished. Technicians and enterpI-ises in boもh zones

have been cooperating to soIve many difficult

practical problems, tO remedy the shortage of raw

materials, and to make indispensable machines or

products. A result of the cooperation between

enterprises in the two zones is the manufacture of a

tractor well adapted to conditions in the country.

This economic and cultural cooperation is based

on the complementary character of‾ natural re-

sources, Or On †he specialization in varioulS branches,

Thus, aPatite (a phosphate fertilizer) is being

increasingly used for soil improvement in the

South, and rubber from the South is being supplied

to factories in the North. The North has experience

in management of a national and independent

economy, a SOCialist economy built on a very weak

material and technical base.

Technicians in the South who chiefly　しISed inport-

ed raw materials are leaming to rely on national

resources. In agriculture, the long experience of

the North in hydraulic works has greatly benefited

the South; the use of fertilizers obtained from

animal breeding and the culture of green fertilizers

like azolla, has been popularized in the South. The

economies of the two zones which have been follow-

ing different directions for　20 years are being

gradually integrated on a national scale.

cultural integration is facilitated by the use of

a common nationa1 1anguage’the existence of a
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deep-rOOted national tradition and the presence,

always active, Of patriotic and I-eVOlutionary scien-

†ists, a,rtists, Writers and journalists, Who during

many years have braved all dangers to make their

voice heard in US-COntrOlled regions. A士ter libera-

tion, artistic troupes, books and films from the free

zones of the North have been warmly welcomed,

especially by the young people・

Intellectuals in the South are in general cooperat-

ing easily with their colleagues from the North.

Elections Decisive

National reunification took a decisive step with

the general elections on Apri1 25, 1976, a year after

the liberation of Saigon. Despite enemy threats to

sabotage the elections, OVer 90 per cent of the popu-

lation voted, four hundred and ninety-tWO Cieputies

were elected for the whole f:Ountry, COmPrising

reprensentatives of various political and religious

tendencies, different social strata and ethrlic groups

in the North and the South. Representatives of the

former third-COmPOnent POlitical group were

elected.

The National Assembly met from June　24　to

July 3 for discussions on the basis of a political

report by Le Duan, First Secretary of the Workers’

Party Central Committee. Several lmPOrtan七deci-

sions were arrived at:

-Reunified Viet Nam takes the name of the

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam・



ーThc. countr.y is divided into 38 provinces arld

big cities, (Hanoi, Saigon, renamed Ho Chi Minh

City, and Haiphong, Placed directly under the

Central govemment).

- Hanoi is the capital.

-The red flag with a gold star, the national

anthem and arms of the Democratic Republic of

Viet Nam are adopted by the Socialist Republjc of

Viet Nam.
▲　State and governmenしIeaders were elected :

President of the Republic Ton Duc Thang

Vice-Presidents Nguyen Huu Tho and

Nguyen Luong Bang,

Chairman of the National

Assembly Standing

Committee TrしうOng-Chinh

Prime Minister Pham Van Dong,

as well as the memberS Of the National Defence

Council, and the presidents of the Supreme Cou】・t

and the People’s Supreme Prosecution o綿ce.

A commission has been appointed to work out a

draft constitution.

Thus, Viet Nam has had a single govemment

Sjnce July 1976; the country has wrested back its

independence and unity after l17 years of arduous

Struggle against imperialism. The masIS Organiza-

tions of women, yOuth, and the trade unions have

also unified their∴StruCtureS On a national scale.

On the international plane, the SRVN clearlさ′

defined its foreign policy‥ in the declaration of

July 3’1976 of its National Assembly, tO COntinue
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to keep the banner of national independence and

SOCialism upraised, tO harmonize genuine patriotism

With proletarian intemationalism, tO COmbat all

tendencies of oppol`七unism and all manifestations of

bourgeois and petty bourgeois nationalism. T。

PreSerVe Our independence and sovereignty while

Strengthening ties of solidarity with tヰe peoples of

the world jn struggle against imperialism headed

by US imperialism, against colonialism, neO-COlo-

nialism and racial discrimination, for peace, nation-

al independence, democracy and socialism・ To

contribute to consolidating and strengthening the

world socialis十system, tO do our best to maintain

and develop our re]ations of so丁idarity, fr証emal

friendship, 1asting cooperation and mutual help

with the peoples of Laos and Kampuchea) tO SuP-

port the struggle of the peop】es of Soしitheast Asia

for independence, PeaCe and.genuine neutrality, for

getting rid of US military bases∴and t’rOOPS in their

countries, and to establish and develop relations

with other countries on the basis of mutual respeet

for independence. sovereignty and territorial integ-

rity, nOn-aggreSSion, nOn-interference in internal

affairs, equality, mutし1al benefit and peaceful

CO-eXistence.

The SRVN has djpIomatic relations with 98 coun-

tries. Our govemment delegations have visited sever-

al countries in Southeast Asia, Africa, Eし1rOPe, and

America, in order to strengthen the ties between

Viet Nam and these countries. The SRVN partici-

pates in many international organiza七ions言ncluding

UNESCO, OMS, FAO and the丁MF
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The CoIombo c○nference of non-aligned countrleS

accorded the SRVN delegation an cn÷husiastic and

土raternal wdcome.

Se`′C`ral宜mes Lhe U読　General Assembly and a

large majority of SecuTity Coし皿Cil members havc‘

voted to admit the SRVN to the United Nations

Organization・ Only Was諒n鉦on「s veto, Which is

しまnjustifiable in every ieSPeCt and has aroused

unamjmous protests throl蘭IOut thc‘ WOl、1d, is del義y-

ing Viet Nam,s adm王ssion・ Such an attitude carL

only fur七her aggravate th貧dipIomatic isolation of

thc US administration

Thus, iL is in an improving political and econoinic

si七uation that the Workers, P集rty, less than two

years摘er lhe∴COndusion of a 30ぅγear War, COn-

venes i七s 4th Congress高mid-December 1976・ The

main points in the dra宜Politic嶺l Report have bc-en

presented by Nhan D3n, the Party,s daily news-

paper, tO be dlSCuSSed by記宣ci畠ens’Party mem-

bers and non輸members.

The Vietnamese peo工)1e arc entering a new stage、

with a single fundamen畠{料k∴ Carry the socialis七

revolu七io宣l and socialisI construction in the whole

of七王1e reunified country t。 SuCCeSS. This revolution

is taking place in塙v(刷、able conditions but must

also deal w王th difficulties :

-It is bejng carried out in the wake of a deci-

sive national victory言)y a COurageOuS∴and indus-

trious people, With impo詰ant hum負n and na恒ral

resources, in a coしmtry Whel・e One half has built

solid socialist structures.
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-Intemational conditions are Iavourable : raPld

progress of the world revolutionaTy mOVement With

its three.components. (sIOCialist countries, nation亀1

1iberation movements, WOrker,s movement for

democracy in capitalist countries), Serious crisis'

of the capitalist and imperialist system, aCCelerated

scientific and technoIogical revolution.

-difficulties, however, are Still numerous,

because the country has to advance from a back一

ward economy of small production, With an insig-

nificant material and technical basis, tOWard largel-

scale socialist production・ Social production work

is mostly done by hand, he種vy industry is still

embryonic, Organization and management capabiト

ities are stil1 1imited.

-destruction wroug親　by　30　ye亀rs of war is

immensle, and the socjal and human effects of親

years of US intervention・ ‘・ery Seri。uS.

The principal theses to be discussed a=he Con-

- Strengthening the dictatorship of the proleta-

riat, Which is to be reaユized by the working pe。Ple

exercising their right o王collective重naSterShip ⊥n拙

domains, at au 1evels. Ttle Party must assu⊥ne gen-

era1 1eadeI.Ship, and the State, the administration

and management of society’in which the working

people exerejse their right to collective mastery.

- PrOmOting a triple revolution言n production

relations, SCience and techm丁ogy, idealo蜜y and cしIl-

ture, With the scientifro拙d technoIog読l revol-utiorゝ

playing the key roIc. Indus鉦混油壷言s centra十

月1∴SOCial亙　construction,
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-Strengthening the Parしy, takiIlg into account

the fact that i七is now a party in power; theoretical

and organization work, efforts to raise the standards

Of members, Strengthen unity, and combat bureau-

CraCy muSt be intensified.

- WOrking to strengthen the world revolutionary

4　　movement’by contributing to restoring and consol-

idating the unity of the socialist system, Of the

. intemational commurlist and woI`kers, moveme】11-,

On the basis of Marxism -Leninism and proletarian

i〕・しternationalism.

The major tasks Ioi- the 】976-1980 fiveryear State

Plan have been outlined工n the South言he struggle

for the socjalist transformation of socio-eCOnOmic

StruCtureS muSt be continued, SO that these may

SOOn be unified jn the whole country. Socialist

industrialization will be central jn socialist construc_

tion, heavy industry being given priority in a

rational mar]ner, and the development of agricul-

ture a}1d light industry constituting the basis for

developing heavy industl.y. This is why agricultul・e

must make considerable progress in the next five-

year pian (includjng ]ivestock breeding. fishery, ar-d

forest exploitation) as we11 as some branches of

light industry・ On a regional scale, the district (the

]evel beneath the province, grOuPing on an average

f⊥Om lOO,000 to 150,000 inhabitants) is to becom。

an economic¥ unit in both agriculture and industry.

Lying in the heart of Southeas士Asia, reunified

Viet Nam is rapidly healing its wounds of war, and

a。vancing with sure steps toward socialism, under

the leadership of an experienced Marxist -Leninist
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party. The Vietnamese people’Who have to over-

come immensle djfficulties, are highly conscious of

the fact that the fulfilment of their national tasks

will also contribute to strengthening the forces of

peace and progress in the world, that fratemal aid

by friends in all countries will not be lacking, and

this will make their own efforts still more缶uitful・
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QUES冒ION -What is the strongest impression

left on you by your recent trip to the South?

ANSWER-Fi丁St O[ all I felt an immense joy

and deep emotion to see again uncles, COuSins,

friends and comrades I had left long ago. The last

time I was in Saigon, Hue, Nha Trang, and Dalat,

was in 1937. So that is almost　40 years ago, and

what yeaI-S! I met again an uncle who had settled

near saigon 52 years ago. He js now 87 years old・

I met again friends and comrades whom I left more

lhan 30 years ago. I made the acquainl二anCe Of new

friends, neW COmrades, and these first contacts were

enough to help me to realise the magnitude of the

US defeat. Six US presidents from Trum種n †o Fordl

spent 150 billion do11ars trying to create a separate
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SOuth Vie† Nam, tO †um our co一」ntrymen in the

South int,O foreigners. But they have completely

failed. We have found ourselves again, after 20, 30,/

40　years, Of separation, all deeply Vietnamese.

Everywhere, aS far south as Cape Ca Mau, in the

remot.est villages, in houses on stilts built along

rivers where I stayed to eat and sleep, aS I felt

inclined, With my friends and relatives, eVen With

thosle I didn’t know before, it was the great emo-

tional reunion of North-South, eVeryOne embracing

again. People lavished care on me, aSked me for

news, and we kept talking and talking for whole

nights. And when we stood together to pay silent

respect before the graves of comrades shot or tor-

tured to death by the enemy, We felt deeply how

much we were bound together, those of the North

and of the South, in life as well as in death, by

indestructible bonds, bonds which the last years

Of suffering and of glory have only strengthened.

QUESTION-What subject is of most interest

to our southem countrymen?

ANSWER-Of course we talked of everything,

but eyes brightened, and ears were pricked up

When we spoke of Uncle Ho. All of us deeply

regretted that our Uncle was unable to pay a visit

to our southem countrymen. They asked about the

last years of Uncle Ho, they dreamed of being able

One day to go to Hanoi to visit the President’s Mau-

SOleum. Certain people, and there were many of

生)

them, eVen I.emarked that it is not proper to sell

Uncle,s portraits in the bookshops, that it would

be better to offer them as gifts, PeOPle would

Willing量y make contributions to the printing

C‘harges, COntributions which would surpass all

expec七ations from the sa丁e,

The second subject, for those who didn,t have

the opportunity to take part directly in the fighting,

WaS the causes of our victory. They had seen with

†heir own eyes the overwhelming numbers of the

US forces‥　aircraft, tanks, naVy. They were still

dumbfounded by the total defeat of the power of

the USA∴I also felt that they were very proud

Of that victory, eVen those who had been pressed

into service with the puppet army and administra-

tion. In this feeling also, they are deeply Vietnamese.

This victory is now deeply engraved in all hearts

and minds, and make part ’of the national inherit-

ance, having become our common property, Creat-

ing a new outlook shared by all.

QUES題ION-Some foreign news reports men-

tioned an armed revo富t. Is there any substance

in this?

ANSWER-I toured south Viet Nam for two

months, uneSCOrted, the length and breadth of it,

the most densely populated quarters of Saigon, aS

Ⅵ′ell as the country villages of Ca Mau, and the

mountain area of Da Lat, Without encountering the
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least distしIrbance. A mimon puppet troops. and

SOme 200,000 puppet policemen were set free soon

after victory. O王this million only some tiny groups

Of tough guys still wander somewhere in the forests

and, drivcn by hlln箪r, OCCas三onally ventしIre tO StOP

a car to rob the passengers. A few acts of banditry,

as in Saigon, hold-uPS, rObberids or burglaries,

that’s all. The failure of the CIA to foment some

SOrt Of resistance is obvious in spite of the abun-

dance of dollars and weapons that can stil=〕e found

more or less everywhere, and of the presence of

numerous agents, lackeys, ki11ers, We]l葛trained, Well-

indoctrinated over many years. Not the least sign,

the least su鵬estion of fact, COuld jnduce you to

imagine any possibility of civil war, Or armed oppo-

sition. Those who speak about it are simply indulg-

ing in wishful thinking.

QUESTION-How is it that civil war is

impossible?

ANSWER-The greatest danger threatening a

revolutionary power after victory is obviously civil

war. But this supposes the existence of social classes,

of political forces with the potential to mobilize fac-

tions within the population, and to offer to the

people some political altemative, a SOlution by

replacement. In southem Viet Nam now, there are

no more feudalists, nO mOre landowners, nO mOre

mandarins, Ol`上、ural notables. With the J‘C‘VOlutionary

/!′l

StOrm that has been sweepmg through the land for

OVer 30 years, With the intensive bombings of the

COuntrySide by the Americans言he feudalists have

disappeared from the political scene, The compra-

dore capitalists, CIosely bound to American inter-

Vention, have now Iost their main prop, and their

means of survival-banks, ⊥O∫ei評丁　L⊥ade, rice

trade-have been withdrawn from them.

With regard to the national capitalists, Who in-

clude industrialists and traders, they have never

been, and can never become, an independent force.

In the past, they entirely depended on American,

French, Japanese, Taiwanesc¥, and West German

firms for technique, raW materials and fuel. At

PreSent, they have to tum to the revolutionary

goverrment for all that.

And often it is the aid from the North, either

in technicians and equipment, Or in raw materials,

that創I the gap and start up again these enterprises

after their collapse. The new regime has a use for

the national capitalists who in tum cannot but

COOPerate With the revolutionary power. The PRG

has in effect worked out an economic policy with

five sectors : State-run SeCtOr, CaPitalist sector, joint

State輸Private sector, COOPerative sector, and private

Self-emPIoyed enterprise. Any opposition to the

PeOPle,s power could only come from the remnants

。⊥ a huge military, POlice, aCiministraしlVe and polit-

ical machinery entirely the creature o上　US

technical and financial power. After　30　years of

national and revolutiohary struggle, all the reac一

tionary forces in Viet Nam have lost their social
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basis in the country. They only ever existed on

direct aid from the outside. The complete liberation

Of the country from all joreign domination has

dealt them a fatal blow. The war in the past years,

after all, WaS nOt a Civil war between Vietnamese.

It was an American war by proxy.

QUESTION-Have there been any cqunter-

revolutionary acしivities ot any impoa南n定e?

ANSWER - It is eviden=ha=he huge military,

POlitica11 and pollCe machinery created by the Amer-

icans which was in active control for 20 years could

not disappear ovemight. Especially as Washington

is still striving to maintain elements of opposition,

and sabotage groups. You certainly know about the

affair of the Vinh Son church which has brought

to light the actions of extremist Catholics who

WOrked hand in glove with elements of the former

PuPPet army. But these are isolated attempts on

a smau scale. Here are two concrete examples to

Show you the failure of American endeavours to

foment any kind of resistance. On the eve of Tet

(Vietnamese Lunar New Year Festival - Ed.) this

year, I was stro11ing along the streets of Saigon

lintil two a. m. without any apprehension. This

WOuld have been a good opportunity for saboteurs

to provoke ugly incidents. The whole population

WaS in the streets, and for the first time since 1968,

the public in Saigon were free to set off firecrack-

ers. Some soldiers joining in the restivities, eVen

色6

Shot off th6ir guns into the air. Firecrackers were

heard everywhere・ It would have been easy for a

Saboteur lo toss a grenade or to open負re on the

CrOWd then quickly disappear in the crowded streets.

But not one such incident occurred.

Another example・ Electricity comes from the Da

Nhim hydro-POWer Station which is linked to Salgon

by a 250-kilometre high tension line. For lO years,

the pro-US administration was unable to ensure the

PrOteCtion of this line and this station was never

in use. To protect a 250-km line going through

SParSely inhabited mountain areas was praccically

impossible. Today, that line functions normally,

Which proves that if there are saboteurs, they are

in fact not very effective. A high functionary of

the fomer regime told me that he was very sur-

Prised that, Since liberation, Sai印n has never run

Short of electricity. In the history of revolutions,

七his is a really exceptional case. Of course neither

WeaPOnS nOr eXPIosives are in short supply, aS the

r9uted puppet army has dropped them all over

the place’and every day people stil⊥ pICk up quite

a number. What is misISing are those who want to
use them to fight the revolutionary power.

QUESTION輸You spoke of Tet. What wa5 it lik`3

in Saigon?

ANSWER-In Saigon it was first of a11 the tradi-

員onal iestival with apricot bloss。m an山　ot読r

Howers, fruit comfits, and glutinous rice cakes.
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FIower sellers were surprised to be selling so many

frowers. They hLid expected a sharp fau in sales

this year. What was new were the firecrackers

which were crackling all nigh=ong, and for people

who had known the Tet of previous years, tWO

things struck them :

-the order Which reigned in the main market-

place where the stands were better arranged, and

where loud-SPeakers no Ionger poured out ar deluge

of jarring noisy advertisements.

_and the considerable decrease in the number

of people going to temples and pagodas to ask for

amulets, Or PrOPhetic lucky dips for telling fortunes,

although, in comparison with Hanoi, the figure

remained considerable.

First and foremost, Tet was for the young. The

Tet of 76　was truly dedicated to the young. For

the first time for many, many yearS, yOu COuld

see them take to the streets no Ionger to protest,

but to enjoy the freedom to walk as they liked,

without fear of being drafted and sent to barracks.

So they streamed into the streets, in Saigon as well

as in all villages, tO enjoy the new pleasure of

loitering amidst the crowd・ To understand that sort

of intoxication of joy which caught them in these

days of Tet, it should be known that many young

people had to have their finger-the one which

pulled the trigger-Cut Off in order to escape the

draft. I saw quite a few lads with severed fingers"

Such an operation with the corresponding medica1
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Clearance cost from lOO,000　to 500,000 piastres of

the former regime.

You know that in Saigon not long ago many

young people hid themselves away for many years

together, 1iving in dark hideouts to avoid being

forced into the puppet army.

I found the same joy again in a fishermen’s vil-

lage on the Bay Hap river in Ca Mau area. In the

PaSt the people had to take refuge during lO Iong

years in the forests to avoid the draft and the

bombing. Since liberation, they have been able to

settle again to their lives as fishermen along the

l‘ivers, and to move about freely.

In the villages, besides the end to the bombings

and shellings, PeOPle greatly appreciate the fact o王

being able to escape for good the blackmail of the

POlice who used to come and squeeze money frcm

them, and the plundering also by the soldiers. An

old man of Ben Tre told me that he had, following

the doctor’s recommendations, raised a cock with

the special aim of getting blood from it for intra-

muscular injections to cure a chronic asthaa. He

was particularly fond of the cock・ One day, When

種puppet army patroI WaS SCOuring the village, a

soldier seized the cock. The old man cried out

seeing him pluck the rooster. “If you go on kickil‘g

and screaming, I,ll bum down your hut,,) the

soldier yelled. The oId man had to hide away to cry.

For people who had long suffered from the war,

it was really a Tet of peace’ Of independence, Of

regained freedoom∴
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QUESTION葛富here is much talk about diffi-

cu工ties. What is the truth about these?

ANSWER-There is no end to difficulties, The

contrary would be surprising. For　21 years, the

Americans, With all their technical and economic

power, built up a regime. which has finally collaps-

ed. Upon the ruins of that regime we have to build

a new society, neW institutions, foster new ways

of life, Of thinking, While doing away with the leg-

acies of the past, and readjusting, tuning, reStruCtur-

ing, WeaVing together what is being built in the

North and in the South.

Someone who has only seen Saigon or caught a

glimpse of the countryside- along the highways

would get a wrong impression of the situation・ This

is the case with many foreign joumalists, for Saigon

has, SO tO SPeak, 1ived apart from the war. During

the tour that took me from the 17th parallel down

to Cape Ca Mau, What I noticed, in the first place,

was the oinnipresence of war, the magnitude of war

destructions. Barbed wire, WatCh-tOWerS, munition

and fuel dunps, airfields, barracks, block-houses,

bunkers, radar stations, Pylons, eVeryWhere, eVery-

Where. The war machinery installed by the Amer-

icans imposed its presence, blocked the horizon・

You went alongside the barracks and basecamps

for miles and miles in every province, along the

seashore, along the mountain flanks, On the swamps.

In the southemmost region, near Cape Ca Mau,

Wide stretches of marshy land, m a PrOVince where

PeOPle constantly waded in the mud, Where you

found nowhere either a grain of sand, Or graVel,

the Americans built the Nam Can base complete

With an airfield, a jetty on a rjver where 200 craft

COluld dock at d time barraCks for 3,000 men with

artillery, radar equipment, electric generators, and

for the officers, all the comforts, air conditioners,

refrigerators and TV sets, While all around, there

WaS nO end of empty forests and swamps.

Sand and gravel were brought there from

hundreds of kilometres away, just to make

the foundations of the basecamp. Reinforced

COnCrete Pillars　50-60　metres high, SOme Of

them lOO metres, Were driven into the mud

to make the foundatiohs. This base was built in

1969, Which means that as late as that period,

Washington sti11 nur七ured the hope of holding south

Viet Nam forever. One can hardly imagine the

downfall of such a military machineI.y. One can

しInderstand the blind obstinacy of Washington

」eaders in carrymg On the war, and lhe feeling of

impotence that paralyses cer七ain people whO reSigned

themselves to accepting Yankee domination.

Then there is the war destruction, immense, un∵

Calculable. I stayed dumbfounded for hours in the

PrOVinces of Quang Tri, Thua Thien, Quang Nam,

Ben虹e, Ca Mau and at Cu Chi, aL the sight of

Villages razed to the ground. Here you can no Iong`」r

See the least trace of homes, gardens, foads, rice-

fields, and people who return can no Ionger find

even a bamboo」‘ree l-O build a hutwith・ In Binh Duong
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village, in Quang Nam province, for instance,

whic上l COuntCd in 1960 eight thousand people, 90 per

cent of the houses were of brick and tile. After

several years of war, however, nOt One Single house,

not a single tree is left. The forest of filao pines

which sheltered the village from the sea was razed

and bumt down. The sea dike which prevented salt

water from flooding the paddy fields, WaS flattened・

The canal which brought fresh water into the fields,

had been filled up. Six thousand inhabitants have

retumed to the village. Every family has each at

least one dead, Victim of the bombings, tOrtureS, Or

sl⊥mmaLry eXeCu七ions. This figure includes　2,000

Crippled o,r Sick as a result of all these ordeals. Two

thousand for a single village !

You can imagine the number of disabled, Of sick

PeOPle, Whom the revolutionary power has to take

care of, tO Whom it has to distribute food, CIothing’

whom it must help in building a house, Or finding

a job again. From 1965　to 1975, aCCOrding to US

reports. 10 mi11ion people were compelled to leave

their villages because of the bombings and shell-

ings, and the spraying of toxic chemicals. You only

have to Iook at the millions of coconut-Palms from

Binh Dinh to Ben Tre and Ca Mau many beheaded,

others bearir)g On their trunks still gaping wounds

tom by bomb and shell splinters, in order to real-

ize how destructive this war has been. The U Minh

Ha fores七, Well known for its huge trees, and the

七hick layer of peat that covered its floor. was first

defoliated by chemicals, then charred by napalm.

The fire lasted several months. PIodding through

)三一

that desert of reeds, I thought I was dreaming

when I heard some one say that we were now in

the very heart of the old forest.

Never should you forget all that, if you want to

understand what happened in the past and what

is happening today. In south Viet Nam, US aircraft

have destroyed thousands of villages, While in north

Viet Nam, tOWnS and industrial centres in particu-

lar were their targets. No country has ever suffer-

ed so much destruction, and reconstruction tasks

are tremendous. You must always bear in mind

this huge war destruction ilf you wan=o judge cur-

rent events objectively.

QUES富ION-Are there so many difficulties in

the regions not a鮎ected by war?

ANSWER-In the areas controlled by the US

not affected by bombs, the problem is quite differ-

ent. I should give you the following diagram (see

sketchJ to help you understand the neocoIonial pol-

iey in its entirety・ Washington has, SO tO SPeak,

dI`OWned the South of our country under a triple

deluge:

-a deluge of bombs (and other lethal means of

destruction).

-a deluge of consumer goods

- a deluge of ideoIogical and cultural propagan-

da and intoxication.

The more bombs fell upon the free areas, the

more goods Saigon and other US-held areas receiv-

ed. The contrast is striking when you go from the
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free zones or from towns in the North which have

been bombed for years to Saigon which is roaring

With thousands of vehicles, filled up with Ameri-

Can, Japanese’and French goods, Where high build-

、ings soar above shanty towns and noisome slums.

Facticious prosperity, SOme PeOPle call it. I don,t

like this word, for the buildings, the cars, the goods,

none of these things are artificial. These things im-

POSe themselves’Obsess the minds, Create an am-

biance’a neW SOCial order・ I would rather say an

expensive prosperity, eVen tOO dearly paid for. For

if some countries paid for the Mercedes and the

「釜謹書善言「㌫三言=

同　　　　　　　　率おや◇ doHa工・s

J　　　　　　　網田WeapOnS

Chevrolets, the refrigerators and other gadgets by

the sale of their oil, SOuth Viet Nam paid for them

with Hesh and blood. Half a million American sol-

diers cost Washington 30　billion dollars yearly to

maintain, Whereas one million Thieu mercenaries

昌色

cost at most more than two billion・ This means that

a saigon soldier cost 30 times less" A real Shylock,

washington did not make gifts as a favour but

swapped dollars for blood' When I saw these smart

buildings, refrigerators and all that in Saigon, I

couldn,t help thinking of the graves scattered all

over the fields, Of the crippled lives that went

begging in the streets・

Each year Saigon imported on an average 750

million dollars worth of goods, nOt COunting the

dollars received for military construCtion’ and

those spent by US troops and services. About one

and a half million people and their families, 1et us

say 6 or 7 million in all, 1ived on wages and salaries

paid by the US, nOt COunting the people serving all

that machinery. Today, this manna has disappear-

ed. Saigon and other cities, and regions under US

control, nO Ionger soak up that yearly billion

dollars. The prices of goods naturally have been

soaring. The traders, Who number hundreds of

thousands, naturally indulge in hoarding, Which

makesI prices rise ; the most fantastic rumours are

spread, building up a kind, O上collective pISyChosis.

In brief, Shortages due to speculation and the

cessation of American aid have created a situation

which has two major consequenCeS :

- Serious unempIoyment invoIving from three to

four million people.

- an instability of prices which renders life

very difficult for all those who live on fixed

incomes, WageS and salaries.
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In the immediate future, the essential problem

is to stabilize prices, While in the long term it is

to create new production centres capable of pro-

Viding jobs for several million persons.

QUESTION - Could you illustrate these economic
difficulties by some facts?

ANSWER-Let’s take the problem of fuel, for

lPStanCe. Southem Viet Nam in the American era

used oil fuel to meet up to 989/もof its energy needs.

A11 the power stations were operated with liquid

fuel, and there was a proliferation of petrol-COn-

Suming vehicles without any relation to local

economic realities. So much so tha=he import of
fuel in 1974 jumped up to 150 mi11ion dollars at

least five times the amount of exports.

Sugar mills worked with importled raw sugar

Which had only to be refined locally. The biggest

fim “Foremost,, tuming out tins of condensed milk,

imported powdered milk, the steel plating, Sugar

and paper for the tins coming from factories which

imported these raw materials. Japanese, French,

West German, and Taiwanese firms had their radio

and TV se†s assembled here’and proc七ssed phar-

maceutical products with imported anciliary tech-

mques, SPare PartS, and raw materials were ``finish_

ed,, here. These are typical examples of neo-COIonial

enterprises entirely dependent on fore壬gners. Since

the liberation, foreign technicians have left, and

machine parts and raw materials are no Ionger

imported.
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QUESTION - How did the revolutionary power

COPe With these di蝿culties?

ANSWER-First, urgent meaSureS Were taken.

Food relief was distributed to hundreds of thou葛

Sands of needy families in Saigon alone. On the

OCCaSion of Tet, the revolutionary power also offer-

ed a11 these families gifts that enabled them to

Ceねbrate this festival with dignity for the first

t王me. It also gave temporary s・helter to numeroし1S

families thまt hadふept in the streets for years. It

endeavoured to ensure farmers, fisherfolk and

transport workers the necessary f。el to operate

their tractors, PumPS, mOtOr boats, and trucks. The

SuPPly of chemical fertilizers was much more diffi-

cult in view of the shortage of foreign exc.hange.

Works abandoned by foreigners or compradore

CaPitalists who had fled overseas were taken over

by the State. Those belonging to the national capi-

ta]ists and traders were given help by the author-

ities jn fuel or I‘aW materials specially imported or

coming from the North. But the most important

thing. was the start of a plan for total economic

conveI・Sion which consists of :

1. switching over from a neo-COloni種l economy

COmPletely dependent on the foreigners to a na-

tional and independent economy,

2. gradua]ly building socialist structures jn order

to achieve a socialist economy with the North and

South completely integrated which wi】l make it

POSSible to pool the resources and potentials of a

reunified Vietnamese nation of over 45 million.
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You can see that this is a long and exacting

し1ndertaking・ and whlle the firs七measures are being

applied, SPeCialized teams are making deep on-the-

SPOt inquiries to gather the necesslary data with a

View to the working 。ut Of the 1976-1980 five-year

Plan, On a nationwide scale, from North to South,

The Americ∂nS had worked out projects for their

desighs of post-Ⅵアar eCOnOmic development, the best

known of which is that of David Lilienthal. These

PrOjects contain valuable data, but in the main they

are not much more than propaganda stunts intended

to impress the US Congress into granting credits

necessary to maintain the Thieu regime.

QUESTION-What first measures have already

been applied?

ANSWER-The State has first of all taken over

the basis of the economy hitherto in the hands of

the foreigners or compradore capitalists : e.g. banks,

foreign trade, rice trade. When looking at the build-

ings of the　40　or so foreign banks-Which were

SuPPOSed to belong to Vietnamese capitalists but

were jn lact covers for foI.eign corporations-

looking at those huge, Shut up buildings wiしh their

deserted halls, yOu feel that an epoch has vanished,

that of the domination of Viet Nam by foreign

capital. I confess that I stayed for a rather long

time to “relish,, this spectacle, Which is as signi負cant

as the heaPS Of tanks and guns abandoned by the

routed puppet army. No foreign economic exploi-
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tatlOn O工an imperialis=ype, nO eCOnOmic specula-

tion of a compradore type, Will any longer be pos-

sible in this country.

The SLate has finally taken over thc‘ home trade

Of rice, Which made it possible to stabilize the pric-

es of those things essential for the basic needs of

、the population・ The network of State輸run trade will

be gradually completed so as to stabilize little by

]itt]e the prices of other goods. For the time being,

it is not yet strong en。ugh to prevent hoarding and

speculation in many goods・ The export of rubber,

frozen crayfish and lobsters, and handicraft articles,

are objects of particular attention・ The North-

South trade relations already initiated are playing

a more and more important role in economic devel葛

opment・ Coal, Phosphate fertilizers, Certain engi-

neering products of the North, are PreCious for the

South which, in retum, SuPPlies to the North

foodstu鮎s and the /PrOducts of light industries.

QUES冒ION--What are the most important

problems for Saigon in particular?

ANSWER-Saigon was first and壬oremost a city

of refugees, gathering all those driven away from

their villages by the bombings, military opera七ions

and repressions. The city counted about half a mil-

1ion inhabitants in 1945. The figure shot up to

l,200,000in 1958　to　2,500’000 in 1969’ and to

3,500,000 at the present moment. The last weeks

of the war saw some hしmdreds of thousands more
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PeOPle come pouring into the ci†・y. This afflux of

refugees enabled the Americans to recruit the

mercenaries and policemen indispensable to the

implementation of their policy、 but at the same

time produced a wretched mass of people jammed

into infected sluns and shanty towns supporting life

On anything they could find.

Saigon ‘潤S a City that produced practica]ly

nothing. Statistics of the former regime estimated

the paI`t Of industrial production at 7 percent while

the services and incomes provided by the adminis-

tration represented nearly 70%. Thus a policy of

COnVeI・Sion and reform of the economy is necelSSar?′.

The first measure VIγaS tO Organize the return of

refugees to their home villages so as to redaim the

lands left was七e; but so many villages had been

razed that it was necesslary tO OPen uP neW lands.

These are the “new economic zones,, where the

State, While laying new roads, digging wells, build輸

ing infirmaries and schooIs, and supplying part of

the building mateI`ials, helps the population to

Create neW Villages for themselves.

Army and youth oI`ganizations bring a precious

COntribution to the major works. It should be

POinted out that many of these regions are very

dangerous because of the unexploded mines, bombs

and shells that are still concealed there. Liberation

Army fighters have grappled with this dangerous

mine-SWeePing job. In Binh Tri Thien province, for

instance, On an area Of　4,700　hectares, they had

to remove 885,000 mines and shells. Farm workers

and children were ki1led every day in these areas
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by these lethal remnants‘ It could be said that

American weapons will contimIe tO ldil for many

mOre yearS.

However in the course of lO months, 400,000

people have been able eit‘her to ret’um tO their

own vmages, Or tO retしIm tO the countryside to

OPen neW lands. Other measures of economic con-

version have been carried out: Particularly the

reorganization of many indus七rial enterprises and

handicraft workshops. The uth district of Saigon’

for instance, has organized 440 such works・ However,

there aI`e Stil1 5,000 withou七work and 20,000 pa-rtly

unemployed in the district・

QUES冒ION-We have already touched upon

the political and economic problems’and you have

also mentione〔t thc∴∴COmPlexity of the sociaI

problems. Could you give us some more concrete

ideas about these?

ANSWER: I will de亀l r)articularly with the neo-

colonialist societyう　Particularly the one I‘eCently

created by the US i-1terVention・ I say “created’’,

because塙is was a soclety devised and implantc‘d

deliberately一〕y the rulers in Washington according

to a predetermined and methodically ‘‘γOrked ou七

plan・ The first step taken was lhe “王orcibleしIrbaI十

ization,, of aboしIt lO mimon of the rural population,

which resし11ted in a tremendous exp亀nsion of the

urban populal,iori of south Viet Nam` Wh丁Ch made

up only 15 pcJr∴C'en† of the total in 19肌and rose
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′tO 45 per cent in 1974 and even 65 per cent with

the inclusion of the various regroupment centres

ar)d D.P・ CamPS. A population with a nonrural

section of 65 per cent--SuCh a figure should only

be expected in a highly industrialized country, nOt

in south Viet Nam, Which, PrOPerly speaking, had

Virtually no industry at all. The traditional pattem

of Vietnamese society was thus completely

disrupted, and some 12 to 15 million people were

subjected to an intensive ‘`conditioning’’ covering

a numbel・ Of years.

QUES冒ION - What did this “conditioning’’mean,

and what were the methods?

ANSWER: Man is not a thinking creature; he

is a complex of reactions (behaviour), Which are

responses to given situations, and by creating certain

situations, One Can COndition, tranSform, and mould

him. Such is the theory which implicitly or explic-

itly motivates Ameriean pra。tiee in many spheI`eS

of activity,缶om the advertising industry to the

Planning of neo-COIonialist policies. The population

O上south Viet Nam, urbanized by force, WaS Subject-

ed to an initial conditioning: all relations wiしh the

Patriotic and revolutionary movement were strictly

PrOhibited by bombings, maSSaCreS, inhuman

tortures, eXaCtly in the same way that a guinea-Pig

in a labyrinth is given an electric shock as soon as

it takes the vIγrOng di宣、eCtion. The next conditioning.

the guinea-Pig, aS SOOn aS it heads f。r the right

し、,

direction, reCeives a reward in the form of some

tit-bits. Those who accepted the neo-COIonialist

r’egime and were willing to serve the US policy as

mercenaries, POlicemen and administrative employ-

ees or., better sti11, those who “played ball’, by

POSi七ively aiding the regime, becoming army officers,

。r COmPrador ideoIogists, gained immediate access to

lhe delights of the “consumer society”. The　600

mi]lion or　700　million dollars worth of commercial

aid, and the several hundred million do11ars`SPe部

by the various services and the troops of the‾united

States enabled the regime to import every year

about one billion dollars worth of goods, an〔l

everyone JOmmg in the game got a share propor-

tionate to his services. A high ranking o鈍cer, a

5enior o艶cial, a COmPrador capitalist, a drugdealer,

a well-disposed intellectual could have anything he

Wanted, -CarS, Villas, refrigerators, TV sets, air・-

COnditioners, tOurS abroad, and the most up-tO-date

gadgets which could be obtained from the United

StateS, Japan, France, West Germany...

QUESTION-So, OIlly a minority could have

these advantages?

ANSWER : Yes, Only a minority was gr'anted these

top privileges. But it would be a mistake to say that

the population as a whole were kept out. A bil]ion

US dollars was an enormous sum for the economy

Of a small country with very little industry to

absorb. Crumbs of the American manna fel] al]
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ar。und. In Saigon you can find TV sets and refrig-

erators almost everywhere, eVen in infested squat-

ter-areaS, Where a dense population lives under

galvanized-iron roofs. or in houses on stilts・ along

canals filled with rubbish and waste of all sorts,

and where choleI`a CaSeS are Still reporled from

time to time. Everybody, from the president of the

republic to a pedicab driver, might expect a bit

from this deluge of goods. Privileged persons WOuld

get for themselves the latest and most eXPenSive

articles from the West, and would re-Sel=hem as

soon as new gadgets appeared in the Western

market. These hand-me-downs, Originally coming

王rom highly industrialized cofmtries, Were Paid for

jn cash by the middle strata’re-SOld again when

no Ionger in vogし1e' finally landing up in those

miserable hovels and shanties, Where one wOuld

not normally expect to See them・ The consumer

society in the West is founded on a pOWer餌

industry; bu=his rule did not apply to southem

viet Nam: eVerything came from abroad by a

sort of miracle which might never happen again,

hence the particular frenzy to enjoy al=hese

goodies as quickly as possible. Everybody wanted to

acquire things, nOt by working harder, but by

trying his chance・ Saigon was mOre feverish, mOre

agitated than any cities in the West; PeOPle were

always oYl tenterhooks, ±earing to let a good chance

slip by. There were millions of I`efugeesl, driven

there from their villages by bombs. These people

lacked the things they actually needed every day,

and had no steady jobs ; but they developed entirely

し、:

artificial needs. Take foam rubber mattresses for

example. It is never cold in Saigon, and it is no

Pleasures at all to sleep on a mattress with bed-

Sheet. But, Seeing how people in the We.st were

using them, the rich in Saigon thought it a must to

do the same, and the middle-Class families felt

Obliged to fo11ow suit. Even families wi七h a modest

income would try to get foam rubber mattresses

When they had the chance. People felt deprived llOt

to have the luxury c;f sleeping on a foam rubber

mattress, eVen in the height of summer. The natural

needs of the several million people who lacked the

bare necessities alongside these artificia工　needs

Created by the invasion of sophisticated industrial

PrOducts combined to form a peculiar atmosphere,

an intensive social pressure on the people’s

PSyChology.

QUESTION-What was the effect of all this on

the various strata of the society?

ANSWER : The children and young people were

more easily affected by this pressure. They came to

believe it was obligatory to dress in the manner of

Westem fashion magazines, tO adopt Western hair-

Styles and, naturally, tO Change the fashions when-

ever they changed in the West. We ha,Ve talked

much about drugs-heroin, marijuana-but the

race for new consumer articles is also a drug: these

goodies haunt your mind, interfere with your

thoし1ghts. and b]unt your feelings. Take motor-



bikes鵜′′Honda’’-mOtOr-bikes in particular

convenient means of conveyance in a growing city,

the Honda became for those young people who did

not have access to the real pleasures of culture a

means to assert themselves. Imagine a young peas-

ant from a remote vi11age.工[e had toiled in muddy

rice-fields all his life, and then he saw these brand-

new machines, Which roared past at an incredible

speed. It was difficult for him to resist the tempしa-

tion; it WaS 〔1iffroult not to dream of having one,

not to do e‘γerything to acquire one. What to do to

have those refrigerators∴and TV sets, those motor-

bikes, fumiture suites, mOdish cIothes displayed

cverywhere, and to enjoy oneself in those bars

and restaurants∴ those hotels and dancing-Clubs

available in every streeらevet`y blcck? The tempta-

宜on was omnipr‘〕Sent, and i七took a great deal of

COurage tO tum from it.

QUES甲ION--¥組曲　WaS the intention of the

Amerieans?

ANSWER : I諒vir⊥g tO I‘Cerし事it mercenaries and po-

1icemen to replace the costly GIs, Washington got

going an effective drafting apparatus and a powerful

POlice machinery to deal with the recalcitrants. The

Only people who could eseape were those in touchwith

the nationa] 。nd revolutionary movement, and what

the Americans aimed to do wasl tO keep the young

揮c`Ple a¥棚y from this movement and empty their

bi宅ins扉an na江onal, reVOlutionary ideas in order
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to gather them llke ripe frult. “Personal王sm,,,

“Defence of the Free World’,, ‘`Anti-COmmunist

CruSades’’were a11 very well, but there was nothing

like the permanent temptation of glossy merchan-

djse. A man who dreamed day and night of a Honda,

a refrigerator, a Mercedes was one man less for the

revolutionary movement, and the ’day would come

when he would enroI of his own free will in

Thieu’s army or police to get the necessary money,

Or if he was caught durin卑a sweeP, he WOuld

not have the courage to resist forcible conscription

Or tO Say nO tO the military machinery, Which made

him shoot, Willy-ni11y, his own bI・Others and缶iends.

This conditioning by merchandise cost Washington

Only two billion a year as against the　30　billion

工iequired to keep GIs in Viet Nam.

QUESTION-Was there no other∴Way tO aChieve

the∴S楓me重CSu量章?

ANSWER? : Certailnly言here was. When you make

atour of southViet Nam you will be surprised bythe

number of TV antennae you can see on roof-tOpS,

everywhere. even in the poorest quarters o王clties

and in many ¥畠lages. The use of γmSS media-the

radio, TV, neWSPaPerS, POSterS, and films-WaS

intensive jn the effort to force upon millions of

people a set of notions and attit一⊥des which weI.e

calculated to turn them against communism, bend

them under the US might, and poison their minds1

67



againstねny reVO]utionary inclination No effort was

spared to a量ienatc‘ PeOPle from the revolutionary

movement-from ant主communism of the most

vulgar kind to subtle theories with such names as

personalism, eXistentialism, StruCturalism. Even the
``thinking of young Marx’’ or “Marxoうogy‘’ was

resorted to. Many yOung PeOPle boasted that they

were both anti-American and anti-COmmunist but

as far as Washingto聾was c印cemed, What really

counted was that these people could be kept away

from the revolutionary movement through工heir

anti-COmmunism. Indeed, tO eSCaPe the draft or

forcible conscription jn occupied south Viet Nam,

you could only rely on revolutionary organizations.

Otherwise, neither Buddhism, eXistentialism・ nOr

pluralism, Or anti-Americanism could save you when

the US military and police machinery took hold of

you・ What was most striking was the pI‘Ofusion of

various religious organizations, Churches and sects

which　組ourished at that time.

QUESTION-What was the reason for that?

ANSWER: The war had been going on Ior years,

1eaving an endless trail of death and destruction. To

many people言七was necessary to允nd some kind of

consolatjon, SOme SPiritual support in †ace of these

calamities. There was also the fac七　that the whole

existence o士　this neo-COIonialist society hinged on

a very unstable fac‘tOr, On COntinl⊥ed US aid. No
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one could be sure of what was in store; nO One,

even the richest, COuld count cm anything certain

or∴Stable on which to plan the future. Even the

most scientific minds could not help thinking in

tems of fate and destiny when they contemplated

the morrow. Hence the development of religions

with a strong element of superstition - S〇°thsaying

and horoscoping" Moreover there was the deliberate

attempt on the part of Washington to asSis=he
development of these religions by all means, in

particular by financial aid・ In the twenty years Of

us intervention one witnessed a proliferation of

churches and pagodas, Of Catholic, Protestant,

caodaist, Buddhist, Hoa Hao and B,hai shrines.

Huge statues of Christ, the Virgin Mary and Buddha

were erected o音n hill-tOPS, and religions vied with

one another to put up cOlleges, Seminaries, Charity

institutions and new religious grouPings.

QUESTION-Which religion thrived the most

then?

ANSWER : Buddhism seeming y, but Catholicism

actua11y. The latter formed the backbone of the

regime, from Ngo Dinh Diem to Nguyen Van Thieu,

b。th being Catholie, aS Were the majority of the

senior officers, PrOVincial chiefs, SenatOrS, and other

representatives・ Under Ngo Dinh Diem’the Catholic

Chur。h was openly trj臆umPhar11ら　displaying all its

pomps, Whereas unde工・ Nguyen Van Thieu it showed
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more discretion, but still maintained all its privileges.

As for Buddhism, it showed a spectacu]ar develop-

ment al・ times; because to many people this was

an eXPreSSion of nationalism, a PrOteSt against

foreign intervention and agains=he domination of

Catho]icism・ Now tha七all aspirations for peace and

independence have come true with liberation

Buddhism is undergoing a decline. A great number ’

Of pagodas have been deserted, many bonzes have

gone home.

Qす鳩S即ON-Was庇re a重lO{重置er Way to ・・eon-

dition,, peopIc, besides the ones∴∴yOu havc

mentioned?

’ANSWER: The US policy also sought to group

PeOPle iln innumerable social, Cultural, artistic, SPOrtS,

youth, POPular’ethnic, Or local organisations, Which

made almost everyone feel attached to the regime

One Way Or another. This system of organisations was

。irectly conIleCted with the police apparatus. The

Saigon police, ]ike the CIA and other US secret

Ser¥′ices言n拙rated large numbers of agents and

in[omers into al⊥ these organizations, all city wards,

al] villages’ and infomation thus collected was

recorded in files1. The Saigon police, Wilh modem

information methods and electronic computers, COuld

easily discover members of opposition groups,

revolutionary militants and sympathizers. The

I.egime had un。er its control a police force of some

†0

200,000 men equipped with weapons of the most

modem kinds and ready to crack down ruthlessly

upon opponents. This ``industrial’, police aspect was

an important comPOnent Of the JleO-COIonial set-uP.

QUESTION-What was the result of all these

considerable means and elaborate methods o竃

Washingto職?

ANSWER : The national and revolutionary move-

ment has fir)ally triumphed・ This is because people,

although they can be condit#)ned by the si七uations

and circumstances they live in, are nOne the less

conscious, aCtive beings. The military and police ap-

paratuses, the American conditioning machinery, for

all their vastness and sophistication, Were COnfront-

ed with a concious, Organized people inspired by a

vigorous national tradition and conducting a struggle

und。r the lead。rShir) Of an experienced Marxist party.

Bu=he problem should be studied equally from

another angle. The American impact has been pro-

found、 and US neo-COIonialism has ]eft b.hind serious

consequences’SO it wilしtake much time and effort

to do away with them・ It is o記y true to admit

tha=he people o王so証hem Viet Nam are nOW in

an ambivalent mood・ The complete llberation of the

country and the achievement Of independence, On

the one hand, have brought a profound, immense

joy. Everyone feels proud to belong to a heroic

people who have defeated the biggest imperial王st
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POWer Of our time ; eVeryOne is re-1iving the historic

epic of the nation,s Iorebearsl, Who in the 13th

Century rOuted t,he Yuans’the world,s most power-

ful army of those times. On the other hand, the

Old I.egime having been nurtured for years on US

aid and this aid having now stopped, great difficu工

ties are facing the people in the daily life of

families, Of workshops and factories. Besides, the

War had caused tremendous destructions which it

Will take much time to repair. The gI`eat majority

Of the population welcomes the policy of re-unifi-

Cation and socialist construction; but it will take

time before all the5e complicated and difficult prob-

1ems of everyday life can be soIved.

QUES冒ION一題o what extent have the sequels

O=he old regime already been overcome?

ANSWER : One can say that the liberation in itself

has had a great cleansing effect-　My Saigonese

friends believe that supersition, PrOStitution, drug-

こrddiction-those pervading taints of the o]d

regime-have been reduced at least by half, aS if

these miasmas had been blown away by a great

wind・ One Catholic priest has spoken of his joy in

Seeing the quick deansing of the social life. Under

the o]d regime his sermons fell on deaf ears These

e¥哩of course, do not disappear automatically. A

Series of o工・ganisations must be set up and measures

taken to re-educate and re-adapt prostitutes, drug-

addicts‘ delinquents. Good will is no=acking and
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the new society ’has already created a particularly

favourable environment. Many drug-addicts and

PrOStitutes, having tumed over a new leaf, are

becoming active in the re-education movement. A

ban on pornographic films and literature has help-

ed to clean people’s mind and fewer people are

going to pagodas to sleek favours of spirits and

Buddha for cures to their maladies, Or for fortune.一

telling sprees (to people from the North, however,

the extent of superstitions and the number of street

fortune-tellers is still a surprise). The greatest

contribution to the wiping out of the taints left by

the old regime, Of course, has been made by the

practical I`eforms and social and cultural measures

already put into effect by the revolutionary admin-

istration. The society of southern Viet Nam today

can be likened to an immense marsh in which

lotuses are begiming to bloom and are gradually

overcoming the stink of decay with their fresh

colours and sweet sme11,

QUES富ION-　What are the main reforms and

innovations since liberation?

ANSWER : There is first of all a prevailing atmos-

phere of justice, equality and brotherhood entirely

different from the former stifling atmosphere. Peo-

ple have come to know members of the liberation

army, reVOlutionary cadres and leaders-men and

women who have nothing in common with the.

soldiers and officials of the old days; and a]l the
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anti-COmmunist sIogans and myths cultivated at

great pains for years by US propaganda suddenly

look like phantoms caught in broad day-1ight・ A11

of a sudden communist “torturers”, “devils’, and

``bugaboos,, ar.e here to stay, and they are none

other than your brothers, COuSins, friends and

neighbours. As combatants they may be tough, but

all the same they are fri6ndly and devoted people.‥

They are ready to give a hand to peasants building

a canal, tO help an old or handicapped person at

harvest tjme. They claim nothing for themselves.

but would rather accept privation in order not to

upset people・ There al‘e, Of course, Certain soldiers

or∴Cadres who behave arrogantly, Who have become

corrupted, but they are rare exceptions ; and people

know that the majority of the cadres and combat置

ants-With whom they are in contact every day-

are truly “Uncle Ho,s soldiers,, modelled more or

lc‘SS in the image of the beloved, Venerated leader・

And to the people of southern Viet Nam at preSent

communism also represents the powerful ground-

swell which is beginning to change society: the

campaign against illiteracy, the setting up of an

effective medical network which takes care even

of the pool‘eSt Strata, the popular tours of movie,

theatre and song and dance teams which bring the

benefits of culture to people, eVen in remotest

hamlets. Communism also means the prospect of

building a free, PrOSPerOuS COuntry, Which is the

Only way to solve so many of the present difficしlト

ties. I believe tha七　our fellow-COuntrymen in the

South will go to the polls with this jn mind.

“富宝

QUESTION - What is the reaction of intellectuals

in Saigon?

ANSWER : Most of the intellectuals in Saigon have

Seen for themselves the evils of the old society and

the crimes of the US occupation. Nevertheless they

maintain an attitude of reserve towards socialism

and Marxism, being strongly influenced by Westem

CUlture. Like other sections of the population, they

feel profoundly the joy of nationa1 1iberation and

the relief of seeing society so quickly cleansing its

system. I believe that their∴reSerVations will not

]ast long when they see for themselves the pros-

pects opened by liberation and reunification and

†he construction underway of a prosperous Viet

Nam. Intellectuals, mOSt Of them of privileged

upper-　Or middle賀Class backgroし丁nds, have clearly

seen the natjonal bourgeoisie,s inability to defend

the country,s independence and to build an economy

free from the designs o上big imperialist companies.

It is highly unlikely that a pa†rio七ic Vietnamese

lntellectual wou】d contemplate the futしIre Of the

country agains=he backgrolmd of capitalism・ Since

it is nc)W Clear that only socialism can brjng out all

the creative energies of the people, and si11Ce the

great majority of them are first and foremost

patriots, these intellectuals are being gradually wo強

over by socialist ideoIogy. Indeed, many Of them

have expressed to me their satisfaction in seeing

the scientific and technoIogical revolution regarded

by the Viet Nam WorkerS’Party as the centre of

its policy" Many are s」でI・Prised and deeply impressled
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by the fact that the national culture in the North-

far from being stifled by socialism or destroyed by

US bombs, has shown a remarkable development.

They have seen how in music, literature, the the-

atre, dance and the plastic arts, the policy of the

VNWP has helped to revive the national cultural

heI'itage at the same time enriching them with

modem ideas and development. So, I believe that

the great majority of intellectuals will be able to

take the present difficulties in their stride and will

launch themselves enthusiastically into the building

of a re-unified and socialist Viet Nam.

QUES富ION-To what extent can intemational

種id be of use to the rebuilding of the country?

ANSWER: We cannot be too grateful to our com-

rades and friends Ln all countries for their support

and assistance during the war. Today, Our difficulties

are immense and innumerable. We are short of

everything - building materials, medicines, PaPer tO

Print text-books for our children, fuels. equipment

etc. We lack skilled technicians and qualified scien細

tists. Our friends abroad can help us in many ways.

Ⅵ「e think that the essential factor is the untiring

eIforts of our own people. But there is not doubt that

international aid js an important factor in helping

to speed　しIP Our WOrk of reconstruction and in

redし1Cing the privations of our people.

Reproduoeld from V毎t Nαm Co祝γier

nos. 47-48 -- April-May 1976
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THE SOC重ALIST∴REPUBLIC OF VIE冒　NAM:

MA喜N DA冒A

The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam forms part o土

the Indochinese peninsula, lies at the crossroads of

communications in Southeast Asia, and is the outpost

O輩　the socialist system in the region. Hanoi is

l,120 km from Rangoon and l,770 kin from Mani!a,

and Ho Chi Minh city is l,100　km from Manila,

and l,890 km from Djakarta. The country lies at

the heart of Southeast Asia, at an important junction

On the Indian Ocean Paci王ic sea-rOute.

The fo11owing is the geographical position of it,S

IT胎ini aIld.
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The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam forms one

COntinuous stretch of land from North to South,

l,650 kilometr.es as the crow flies between its two

壬arthest points.

皿e country is widest in the north (600km from

east to west, betwelen Mong Cai and the LaO border)

and narrowest in the centre (50 km across Binh Tri

Thien pro、′ince). Its seacoast is shaped like an S

arId curves a⊥・Ound the Gulf of Bac bo in the Nort王・l.

The central part of the country is dominated by the

Truong Son range which runs down to the sea in

SOme Places ; the South, bordered by the sea in the

WeSt, eXtends southwards as far as Cape Ca Mau.

Viet Nam has common frontiers with three cou)ト

tries totalling 3,730 km : With the People,s Republic
‾of Clli】「a (1150km).in the north and with theDemo-・

Cratic People’s Republic of Laos (1650km) and

Democratic Kampuchea (930km) in the west. Bor-

dered by the sea in the east and south, the country;s

3,260 km-long coast forms a “balcony onto the

PaciIie 〉∴

With an area of 329,566 squaI.e kilometres it is

not a large country, and as three quarters of it are

hiily regions, it is a picturesque land, Its mountains

are not high; the Hoang Lien Son range (in Hoang

Lien Son province) is dominated by Fan Si Pang

(3,143 metres), the highest peek in the country. With
50 million inhabitants, it ranks 16th in populatio11

in the vIγOrld and third among the socialist coun-

tries.

Viet Nam is one of the cradles of the‘human race :

aI⊥ifacl臆S梢scovered hel-e teStify to hしIman habitation
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hundreds of thousands of years ago・ After a long

period of travelling, integration, aSSimilation and

division, there are now over 60 nationalities livitlg

On its terI・itcry. The Kinh (majority people) account

for　84%　of the total population and live in the

delta and urban centres. The ethnic minorilies live

mainly in the uplands and highlands.

Po即高庇o持直g祝γeS foγ弱　mれO予訪うes f〔聞0砂:

Tay　　　　　　　742,000　　Khmer

Thai　　　　　　　631,000　　Muong

Nung　　　　　　. 472,000

Da0　　　　　　　　294,000

Ede　　　　　　　　　142.000

Cham　　　　　　　65,000

H工、e　　　　　　　　　57,000

Sodang　　　　　　53,00O

Cao Lan　　　　　　42,000

S七ang　　　　　　　35,000

Giay　　　　　　　26,000

San chi　　　　　　22,000

Ta○○i　　　　　　　　16、000

Khmu　　　　　　15,000

Churo　　　　　　　　8,000

Sinh man　　　　　　8,000

Phu La　　　　　　　4,000

La Hu　　　　　　　3,700

L〇　・　　　　　　　　2.500

Bru　　　　　　　　　　2,200

May l,800

Quy Chau (Pamuoi) 1,700

Meo

Giarai

Banar

Coho

Sandiu

M’noIlg

Ray glay

Van　払ieu

Ca Tll

Ma

Co

Gie

Ha Nhi

工.ao

Khang

Trang

Lo Lo

Lana
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Each ethnic minority contributes according to its

capability, its material, Cultural and spiritua=evel’

to the prosperity of the common Fatherland.

Through the generations these nationalities have

merged into the Vietnamese nation; they ha、γe

worked with might and main to defend the count[’y

not sparing sweat or blood. They are now cooperat-

ing more closely than ever under the Party’s leader-

ship to buil=he country - the Socialist Republic

o]三Viet Nam.

章

Viet Nam has a dense network or rivers aJld

canals. There is a river-mOuth every 20 kilometres

along the seacoast, On aVel`age. With 41,000 kilome-

tres of rlVerS and　3,100 kilometres of canals, the

country has abundant water-SuPPlies (about 300,00()

million cubic metres), fairly evenly distributed. Our

rivers represent great resources, One Of the most

important being hydro-electric power of an esti-

mated 80,000 mi11ion kilowatts, Which if expIoited

economically, is equal to 20　million kilowatts of

generator capacity. Besides, Our rivers are good

waterways, and are a great reservoir of water for
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irrigation, fish-breeding, industrial developmen鴨nd

the people,s daily needs. Our rivers carry large

quantities o士sil仁　80 million cしIbic metres per year

is carried down the Red River and l,000 millio11

down the Mekong River. With one fifth on the allしト

Vium from the Red River we could obtam 20 million

tons o王　silt equal to 20 million tons of medium-

quantity manure. River silt constantly improves the

SOil and enlarges the area of the deltas,

The Red River flows on Vietnamese territory for

500 kilometres; its two big tributaries are the Da

(543 km) and the Lo (277 km), and among its smaller

OneS are the Gam (210 km), the Chay (306 km) and

the Day (241 km).

The basin b士the Thai Binh river is formed by

three rivers: the Cau (290km), Thuong (156km)

and Luc Nam (178km). Other well-known rivers

are the Ky Cung (230km), Ma (126km), Ca (379km),

Gianh (155km), Ben Hai (66km), Thu Bon (102km),

and the Da Rang or Ba (290km). The Dc,ng Nai river

is 500km long, its source is in the highlands of our

COuntry and it formS a SyStem Of waterways with the

La Nga, Be, Saigon and the East and West Vam C。

The biggest river in our country and cne of the

longest in the world is the Mekong (4,220 kilome-

tres). Its soul、Ce is in Tibet (Chin貧) and　江　flows

through Laos and Kampuchea b封ore crossing our

COuntry OVer its last 220 kilometres, Where it divides

into two arms-the Tien Giang and Hau Giang-and

empties intc‘ the Ea討em sea through nine mouths

(hence its name Cuu Long : Nine Dragons).
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Our country lS also watered by other rivers which

together with man-made canals form a dense neト

work 。f waterways crisscrossing immense plains.

The river deltas al‘e flat fertile plains mnst suit-

able for the growing of food crops and short-term

industrial crops.

TIle biggest plains are :

Red River and Thai Bin王1

river Deltas l,500,000 hectares

Plain ofT上Ianh Hoaand Nghe An 680,000　-

Plaln Of Binh Tri Thien　　　　　200,000　-

Plain o壬South Central Viet Nam 610,000　-

Tien Giang P]ain (Mekong)　2,241,000　-

Hau Giang P]ain (Mekong)　　3,354,000　-

Dong Thap Muoi Plain　　　　　535,000　-

Thanks to continous alluvial deposits, these

plains never cease to expand in area・ Every year the

Red River delta grows lOO metres into the sea and

the Mekong River delta 60-80 metres' The mountain

regions have many plains in valleys, tOta11諒g

600,000　hectares in the Northwest, Viet Bac and

Northeast. Crop]ands are concentrated in the deltas’

but one should not forget the red soil in the highlands

of our coun七ry, Which is rich in humus and

lends itself quite well to past-1re and the growing of

缶uit-treeS and perennial industrial crops. The farm-

1and in the upland regions totals 4.3 million hectares

(2.5 mi11ion hectares in the South), COnCC`ntrated研l

the following plateaux :

North Kontum　　　　　　　　　　90,000 hectares

Duc Co　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　80,000　-

No諒h and South Cheo Reo　　　140,000　-
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Upper reaches of the Srepok river 150,000 hectares

Ban Dcn-1Dac Xuu

North Dac lac

South Dac lac

North Lam Dong

Tanh Dinh, Talai

East Nam Bo

100,000　--

150,000　動

100?000　-

80,000　喜

170,000　-

500,000　-

’I‘hanks to these favourable farming conditions and

material foしmdations, it will be possible under the

Party’s leadership foI. C.OmPrehensive and all-Sided

agriculture in the Socialist Republic of Viet Namt。

develop towards large-SCale social畠agricllltしIre.

掌

In our country, forests and f。reSt-land of great

POte}ltial ec。nOmic value occupy an area of 16 mi主

上ion hec†ares (50% of the na七ional tcrritory), in

Which forests cover lO.4 miliion hectaIeS.

One o上the mOSt Varied selec高ons o工　fauna and

flora in SoしItheast Asia and the world is found there.

There is vegc‘t3tion bel。nging tc 267 families, 1,851)

genera and 7,000 species ; there are many precious

WOOds much sou蜜ht afしer on the home and foreign

markets :海7toα (Chukrasia tabularis), di涌(Mar-

khamia stipulata), Zjm (Erythrophloeum fordii), Seγ)

時4.adhuca pasquieri), t伽(Vatica tonkinensis), tγai

(Fagraea fragam). mu71 (Diospyros mun). gin7tg

血o7?g (Pterocarpus pedatus), hoong dα7t (Dacrydium

Pierrei),短m gうao (P。docarpus fleuryi), Cam∴こt)e

(Ⅹylia dolabriformis), g似(Sindora cochinchinensis),
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短eれ　短eれ(Hopea pierrej), SaO (Hopea berrierii),

tγO mt↓7tg (Garcinia delpyana), C短c短(Adellanthera

microsperma). Besides timber and bamboo, We boast

man)γ Valuab】e p【Oducts in great demand abroad,

including shellac, Cinnamon bark, reSin. aniseed and

eucalyptus oil.

Our forests also abound in medicinal plants (over

Jっ000 species), 1he most valuable being:血w sα肌

(Salvia multiorrhiza), tα仰拐αt (Panax pseudo-gin-
’seng), nlα訪朝o (Polygonum multiflorum), Sa 7t九…

(Amomum echinosphaera), ke c!au 7t,guα (Xanthium

Strumarium), Cαg bagねmotれOα (Paris polyphylla).

C“C tα7? (Pluchea indica).

Ourtrees grow　鉦om　3　to lO times faster than

IIora in temperate countries. Viet Nam is one of the

COuntries with the highest number of plant species

including shellac, Cinnamon bark, reSin, aniseed and

eucalyptus oil.

Our forest is the habitat of a large variety of

animals and birds (thousands of spocies of birds and

OVer 300 kinds of wi]d animals). The big game ani-

mals include the elephant, gaur, Wild bu貰alo, Wild

OX; the ferocious ones are the(tiger, Panther, Wild

boar, bear; rare animals include the rhinoce.ros,

tapir and wild goat ; and among the smaller animals

are monkeys, gibbons, hares, and porcupines. Wild

birds include the eag喜e, PeaCOCk, Pheasant and

grOuSe.

There are 500,000 hectares of submerged forests

in Viet Nam, and the one in Minh Hai province

ranks second in size only to the su一⊃merged forest in

l・he Amazon Basin. We boast a p†・imeval fores上-
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the Cuc Phuong National Park-in Ha Nam Ninh

province which is 25,000 hectares in area and has

2,000 species of trees, 140 kinds of wild animals’24

families of insects, a CaVe Where some of the first

men lived and a hot spring. This wide range of wild

animals and birds, (some of them are now reckoned

to be extinct) makes our forest a “museum’’ of

great scientific value.

*

Viet Nam,s 3,260 kilometre置long coast runs from

Mong Cay (Quang Ninh province) to Ha Tien (Kien

Giang province). The sea teems with l,000 species

of fish, and、the shoals are especially thick off Phan

Thiet and in the mouths of the Mekong River; We

catch about 700,000 tons of fish every year. Other

valuable sea products inlClude tortoise-Shell, Pearl,

coral, Crayfish and cuttle-fish. The coastal area

itself is an immense salt-marSh which yields half

a mi11ion tons of salt per year; We have high quality

sand most appreciated for the manufacture of glass-

Our continental shelf contains big reserves of oil

and other products. AIong the seacoast are many

we11-Sheltered ports : Haiphong, Da Nang, Qui Nhon,

Cam Ranh, Vung Tau and Saigon are the largest;

(C,am Ranh Bay is one of the best sheltered harbours

in the world). The many seaside resorts include Tra

Co, Do Son, Sam Son, Cua Lo, Ly Hoa, Cua Tung,

Nha Trang and Phuoc Hai. Beauty spots include Ha

Long Bay, Hai Van mountain pass, Phu Quoc island・
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Viet Nam,s subsoil conceals a large variety of

minerals jncluding some precious ones; it can be

Said that Viet Nam is very rich in mineral resources

for her size. The 50 kinds of minerals foしmd include

PetrOleum, metals‘ nOn-meta11ic minerals, and miner-

al waters.

With regard to coal, Our COal-Seam is hundreds of

kilometres Iong and deposits are estimated at many

billions of tons. Brown coal mines and peat found

throughou=he country are a big reserve of energ)γ,

Chemicals and fertilizers.

There is oil and gas t10 be expIoited on land and

the continental shelf; they constitute the basis for

the country’s petro-Chemical and other industries.

Thousands of products derived from petroleum will

Change the economic outlook and the life of our

people.

Other minerals include : iron, Chromium, titanium,

COPPer, 1ead, Zinc’tin, bauxite, manganeSe, gOld and

mercury, indispensable to ferrous and non-ferrous

met音allurgy・ The building material industry will

develop at a quick tempo, nOt Only to meet local

needs but also for future export‥ We have plenty

Of limestone, gOOd quality sand and clinker. We also

have the raw materials required for national defence

and supplying people,s daily needs, SuCh as uranium,

thorium, and an abundant source of mineral waters,

SOme Of them of high grade and quality.

Our rich mineral resources will contribute greatly

to the development of our industry.
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The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam has a compre-

hensive communications nelwork by road' rail, Sea"

waterways and air.

This network links various parts Of our country,

and our country With the rest of the world・ In 1974,

we had 2,407 kilometres of railway (including sec-

tions in the south which were heavily damaged by

the war) ; 72,945 kilometres of roads, 10,783 kilome-

tres of waterways, 2,737 kilometres of sea-rOuteS and

hundreds of airfields, including up-tO置date ones. The

construction of the “ Reunification ”∴railway linking

the capital Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh City is underway,

and will be opened to traffic by the end of this year.

when reconstruCtion of other sections is completed!

our rail communications system will cover the whole

COuntry.

These are most favourable conditions for the

development of our economy and culture’the raising

of our people,s standard of living and the cons101ida-

tion of our national defence・

The following table gives an idea of the climate of

the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam・

our climate is unusual, quite different from that

of tropical and sub-trOPical countries. It is influenced

by features determirled by latitude (solar radiation

and trade-Winds) and by geographical conditions

(typhoon and geographical features) and is therefore

very varied, With no definite seasonal divisions and

no < SOlar stability ).

Nowhere in the country do we have fewer tha)n

l,500 hours sun a year and less rainfall than

1200mm/yr. Al=his enablesしIS tO develop a varied
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Towns �Average ��Anm1al ��Average 

temperature ��Rainfall ��humidity 

(in　OC) ��(inmm) ��(%) 

(Ave- ��(Ave一 �1974 1535 �(Ave- �1974 81 

諾意1974 ��ra音geOf 軍eⅥeral ��rageof 鮮Ve音ral 

years) � �years) ��years) 

Lang　SoIn �21.4 �20.9 �1395 ��8l 

LaiChau �23..2　　22,7 ��1983 �2073 �84 �81 

ThaiNguyen �23.2　　22.9 ��2002 �1593 �q2 �8l 

Hanoi �23.う �23.2 �1678 �15字7 �84 �82 

Phu　Lien �23.0　　22.8 ��1753 �1415 �8う �84 

Thanh　Hoa �23.6　　23.2 ��1739 �1950 �85 �9l 

Vi皿h �24.0　　23.7 ��1891 �1528 �82 �83 

Dong　Hoi �24.4　　24.1 ��2149 �1689 �84 �82 

Hue �25.1　25.6 ��3039 �2288 �86 �80 

Da　Nalng �25.5 �26.1 �2124 �1402 �80 �79 

Quy　Nhon �26.6　　26.9 ��1690 �1469 �80 �79 

Pleiku �22.l �22.4 �2236 ��82 �84 

Nha　題rang �26.4　　26.9 ��1374 �1298 �81 �78 

Dalat �20.9 �21.8 �1562 �1590 �82 �78 

Phan　Thiet �26.5　　26.7 ��1419 ��82 �8l 

Saigon �26.9 �27.8 �1952 �1492 �80 �78 

RachGia �。27.2　　27.6 ��2018 �1720 �83 �85 

Ca　Mねu �26.う　　27.5 ��2303 �2138 �86 �83 

昭riculture and grow various species of plants of

tropical and sub-trOPical regions, yielding many

CI‘OPS a year. There are also special products which

Can Only be found in our country. However, these

Climatic features have caused us many difficulties,

SuCh as submersion, floods, tyPhoons, frost and

insect pests.
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Viet Nam boasts a cooI climate and picturesque

landscape jn its beautiful mountain resorts like Sa

Pa, Tam Dao, Mau Son, Bach Ma and Dalat・ Our

country,s seas are studded with over one thousand

islands: Vinh Thuc, Cai Bau, Cao Lo, Co To archi-

pelago, Canh Cuoc, Cat Ba, Long Chau archipelago,

Bach Long Vi, Hon Me, Nghi Son, Hon Mat, Con Co,

Hoang Sa archipelago, Cu Lao Cham, Hon Chong,

Ly Son, Cu Lao Xanh, Hon Lon, Truong Sa archi-

pelago, Cai Lao Thu, Hon Da Ty, Hon Hai, Con Dao,

Hon Trung Lon, Hon Trung Nho, Hon Khoai, Tho

Chu, Nam Du archipeLago, Hon Rai, Hon Tre, Hon

Minh Hoa, An Thoi archipelago, Ba Lua archipelago,

Phu Quoc and many more.

These are both strategic outposts for the defence

of the air space and territorial waters of our country,

and important economic bases∴Each island has par-

ticular products of its own: Coto and Con Dao are

known for their pearl-OySterS. The islands teem with

much sought-after game and birds like swallows and

teal. Swallows live mainly on islands, from Binh Tri

Thien to Kien Giang, eSPeCially on Cu Lao Cham.

Phu Quoc island, a nuOC mam (1) manufacturing

centre, PrOduces an average 6-7　million litres per

year, and up to lO-12　million litres some years.

Many of the islands, SuCh as Co音n Dauo and Phu Quoc,

abound in high quality timber trees and wild ani-

mals. Oil seepage has been detected on many islands.

(1) A concentrated fish-brine used in Vietnamese cuisine.
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The August Revolution triumphed thirty-One

years ago, in 1945, under the leadership of the

Party : the rule of the French coIonialists and their

henchmen, the Nguyen feudalists, WaS brought to

an end, and power won back for our people. On

September 2, 1945, President Ho Chi Minh read the

Declaration of Independence, marking the birth of

the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam・

Nation-Wide elections were held on January 6,

1946 to elect the first National Assembly, Which met

for the first time on March 2, 1946 to choos占the

first govemment of the Democratic Republic of Viet

Nam.

President蜜o Chi Minh was both president of the

new state, and prime minister‘ On November 9, 1946,

the first Constitution of the Democratic Republic of

Viet Nam was appr’OVed by the National Assembly.

Shortly after the country had wrested back its

independence, the French imperialists staged a

co叩eba.ck and invaded it once a-gain" After nine years

of fierce struggle we won the historic Dien Bien Phu

victory (May 1954), and after their bitter defeat,

the French were obliged to sign the Geneva Agree-

ments (July 20, 1954), reCOgnizing the independence,

sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Viet

Nam. The US imperialists soon replaced the French

coIonialists however, and invaded the south of our

country. our revolution entered a new stage, thaLt Of

building socialism in the North and waging a war

of liberation in the South. On December　31, 1959,

the National Assembly approved the second Consti-
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tution-the Socialist Constitution-designed to

meet the tasks and reqし1irements o吊he new situation.

Our vilCtOrious struggle compelled the Americlan

imperialists to sign the Paris Agreement on ending

the war, and restoring peace in Viet Nam

(January 27, 1973). The period of the national peo-

ple,s democratic revolution in the South ended

with the victorious Ho Chi Minh campaign in

Spring 1975, and a new stage is mw open before

us, taking the whole of our country [o socialism・

From November 15 to 21, 1975, a mified consul-

tative confeience was held in Ho Chi Minh City to

consider the reunificaLtion of the ooluntry at State

level and decide on general elections for the whole

of Viet Nam. The Sixth National Assembly elected

by the entire people in the Apri1 25, 1976 general

elections held its first session from June　24　to

July 3, 1976 to decide Stlate institutions pending a

new COnStitution ; it discussed the new situation

and tasks, the fundamental policies of the reunified

State, the country’s name, emblem, flag, anthem,

CaPital, the structural organization and activities

of the State, and appointed the members of the

leading s,tate OrganS, the Constitution置drafting

Committee, the Standing Committee of the National

Assembly and its various CommisISions, and the

new Government.

Revolutionary tasks in the new situation require

a strengthened organization to guarantee efficient

leadership by the Party, PrOmPt and effective

State management and a vigQrOuS development of

the labour force of the people.
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The cancellation of ‘′zones,, an音d the merging of a

number of provinces will tum the newly delimited

provinces into more POWerful administrative

units. The Socialislt Republic of Viet Nam has three

cities and 35 pr`OVinces (See list below), Which are

administrative and economic units under direct

leadership of the central government and under-

taking a combination of tasks in industry and

agriculture, eCOnOmy and national defence and

centrally-run aLnd local economies. They have

become very important units with their own plans

and budgets. Within each province, the various

branches of activities are under the double leader-

ship of the higher echelons of the branches

concemed and the provincial administration.

Area �Popula- tionon Feb.う, �De聴並ty 

(Sq.km.1 �1971 (thou- Sands) �(per 5q.km.) 

Hanoi(CaPital) �597 �l,443.5 �2,418 
Ho　ChiMinh“City �1,845 �3,460.5 �1,876 

Haiphong �l,515 �l,190.9 �780 
Provinces:LaiChau �17,408 �265.6 �15 
ーLaiChau �14,125 �677.2 �48 

ーHoangLien　Son �8,615 �686.生 �51 

ーHa　Tuyen �13,519 �752.9 �87 

ー　Bac　Thai �13,781 �843.9 �6l 

ーCao　Lang �14,656 �410.1 �28 

ーSon　La �5,187 �l,579.5 �305 

ー　Vinh　Phu �4,708 �1,466.2 �311 

-Ha　Bac �7,076 �70l.8 �99 

-Quang　Ninh �6,860 �2,0生l.6 �286 

-　Ha、Son　Binh �2,526 �l,929,9 �76壬 

ーHaiHung �l,344 �1,416.2 �1,054 

-ThaiBinh �3,522 �2,574.6 �73l 
ー　Ha　Nam　Ninh �ll,138 �2,262.l �’203 

-Thanh　Hoa �22,380 �2,704.6 �12l 

-　Nghe　Tinh �19,047 �1,75l.8 �92 

一一　Binh　TriThien �11,376 �1,414.4 �124 

-QuangNam-DaNang �18,480 �465.0 �25 
ーGia　Lai--Cong　Tum �14,700 �l,789.1 �122 

-NghiaBi(nh �18,300 �372.7 �20 
ー　Dac　Lac �9、620 �l,066,2 �l11 

ー　Phu　Khanh �10,000 �343.1 �34 

ーLam　Dong �ll,000 �836.9 �76 

-Thuan　Hai �9,500 �56l.4 �59 

ーSong　Be �12,130 �l,260.3 �104 

ーDongNai �4,100 �625.9 �513 

ーTay　Ninh �5,100 �828.8. �169 

ーLon宮　An/ �2.350 �l,137.2 �484 

-Tien　Giang �2,400 �932.0 �388 

一　撃en　冒re �3,120 �991.3 �318 

-Dong　Thap �4,200 �l,319.1 �314 

ーCuuLong �4,1生0 �1.361.7 �329 

-An　Giang �5,100 �l,870.4 �366 

ーHau　Giang �6,000 �834.0 �139 

ーKien　Giang �8,000 �981_.1 �123 

-　Mi宣lh　Hai 
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