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THE THIEU REGIME PUT TO THE TEST

(で973 -弓975)

I -The war : a§ alwaY§ American

March 1975. In great colnfusion Saigon troops

PreCipitatelY eVaCuated t’he Central Highlands.

Kissinger, SOmber and dilsillusioned-nO Ionger the

SuPerman holding the magic keYS -declared that, had

he known what was going to happen, he would not

have pressed for the signing of the Paris Agreement.

In JanuarY 1973, When the Paris Agreement was

Signed, Kissinger, and of course the White HoluSe and

the Pentagon, had nursed ot’her projects and were

looking f.orward to a much more cheerful prospect

t】lan this debacle of the Thieu troops. The American

negotiators had had to agree to clauses which com-

Pelled the USA to respect the independence, SOVeI.-

eigntY, uni†Y and territorial integritY Of Viet Nam, tO

recognize the existence of the P.R、G. and of the third

force in South Vie亡Nam. Nor could Washington have

refused to withdrlaW American t’rOOPS from Vie亡Nam :
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neither American public oplnlOn nOr the US Congress

would have tolerated the use of GIs for indefinitc

intervention in Indochina.

Bu=his did not mean that Washington had renounc-

ed its former designs to annihila亡e the patrioticl and

revolutionarY South Vietnamese forlCeS and maintain

a neo-COIonial regime indefinitelY in power in Saigon.

In the eYeS Of the men in Washington, this was per-

fectlY feasible" The massive intervention of US forces

from 1965 to 1973 had been but an emergencY Opera-

tion to ward off an imminent disaster. The basic neo-

colonialist policY remained that of setting up a puppet

militarY and police machine capable of repressing the

patriotic and revolutionarY forces.

That militarY and police machine′　CarefullY Put

together in 1954, had been considerablY reinforced

since 1969 in anticipa亡ion of the GIs′　withdrawal.

Under the protection of half a million American

troops and thousands of American aircraft′ the Saigon

armY, pOlice and administration had seen their num-

bers more than doubled since 1965. The'Y had been

fu11Y re-equipped and trained in new methods. Dozens

of billions of dollars had been spent to that effect

and the best experts from the American police′ advi-

sers wi亡h extensive experience in coIonial wars such

as the Briton Robert Thompson, all the resources 。f

American science and techn-OlogY including the∴SOCial

sciences - ethnoIogY, SOCioIogY, pSYChoIogY - had

been used †o set up the archetYpe Of neo-COIonial

regimes in Sou亡h Viet Nam.

On the other hand, in the same period, Washing亡On

had tried its bes=o weaken the Viet.namese Patrioti。
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and revolutionarY mOVement. Since 1968, the Ameri-

Can high command, Which had refused to gran亡Wesト

moreland 200,000 reinforcements, had given up trYing

to reconquer regions liberated bY the NFL. Those

Classical militarY OPerations, in which eno音mlOuS quan-

tities of war material and troops were hurled at fm

elusive enemY Who bene航ed from the support of the

entire peop1e, had prOVed 10O muCh of a drain on

t’he American forces,

The USA c10uld wage another kind of war音bY relY-

ing on its technologY. Against general popular resisト

ance it could oppose total warfare bY making life

impossible over vast areas, bY Simp看Y des亡roYing all

life in the regions under NFL and PRG controL For

YearS, thousands of aircraft‘, helicoptel`S and heavY

guns had poured millions of †ons of bombs and shells

On the free areas of S`Outh Vic亡Nam. AnYthing that

moved was shot at; tOXic chemicals were spraYed

Wherever food crops were grown. Vi11ages and ham-

let’S Were raZed, and even places where no traces olf

habitation could be found were strafcd as soon as

a thread of smoke was detected.

NFL-COn亡ro11ed zones had thus been made ullinhabi-

table, tumed into deserted areas dottcd w宜h mi11iollS

Of bomb craters in which water would st’agnate and

Which would soon be teeming with mosquito larvae.

It was impossible to find thcre the leas亡bi亡Of wood,

the least brick to build a cottage言mpossible to till a

Plo/t Of ricefield or orchard. In皿s waY mi11ions of

rural people in South Vie亡　Nam were　′′urbanized’’.

The struggle would end because of the lack of com-

batants, for the NFL would find no reserve from
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Ⅵ′hich [o replenish its militants and armed forces. The

American command aimed to kill two、 birds with one

StOne士hose people who lived in the free areas and

fought under the banner of the NFI. were driven in亡o

tlle tOWnS anしl concentraしio宣丁CamPS and, deprivcd of

al=iveliho'Od, had to en]ist in Thieu’s armY and police

in order to survive. Thus Thieu’s armY and police

had been reinforced as the GIs left, thcir numbers

reaching more than one mi11ion for the armY and

150,000 for †he police.

Washington had taken carc to sow destruc亡ioln also

in North Vie亡Nam, the great rear area of the Vieト

namese rcvolution. Bombing raids, from 1965 to 1968,

then again in 1972, destroYed almost all industrial

installations in North Viet Nam, manY tOWnS and

Cities, thousands of villages, all bridges, manY dams,

hundrcds of schooIs, CIOlleges and hospitals. In late

1972, While B.52s savagelY at亡acked North Vietnamese

Cities, a last effort was made to massivcIY introduce

armaments into So-uth Vict Nam for Thieu, Who was

eve11tuallY in possession of nearllY 2,000 aircraft-- the

third air force in thc world, 「OPPing亡hose of Francc,

Grcat Britain, Japan and Wcst GermanY - and the

mos亡　up臆tO da亡c war equipmen亡.

In thc　しIrban and rural areas under American con-

troL alreadY Subjected to thc most bloodY rlePreSSion,

rcpeated ′‘paci土ica亡ion’’ drives had endcd in the mur-

der o=ens of †housands of peopIc suspected of being

NFL militants or sYmPathizers and in the arrcst of

hしIndreds of thousands of others. BY blood and iron,

Washing亡On had tried to impose the Thieu regime on

亡he popula亡ion of Sou亡h Vie亡　Nam・
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Thus′ facing a PRG supposedlY Weakened bY COnSi-

derable destruc亡ion and the forced departure of mil-

1ions of inhabitan亡S′ nO longer able to get much aid

from a North Viet Nam comple亡elY ruined bY intensivc

bombings, StOOd a Saigon administration wi亡11 a

powerfu11Y-equipped armY and police, trained for

YCarS bY qualified US exper亡S. In the eYCS Of Washing-

ton, the situation looked morc favourablc than jn

1954, after the signing of the Geneva agreements,

When t-hc Ngo Dinh Diem regime was still m its

beginning and had but a small amY and pOlicc, When

亡he American hold oll South Vict Nam was still in-

COmPle亡e and when亡he Saigon cadres and function-

aries had but little experience.

Since 1954, tenS Of thousands of officcl-S had bccn

trained and ir]doctrinated bY the Americans. Most of

them were adventurers and outcasts thirstY for dollars

Who had bu批their fortunes and powcr thanks to.

American “aid’’and the war. These officers graduallY

Came to hold imporねnt political posts 「 PreSident ,)f

the republic, Vicc-PrCSidcn亡, PrOVincial govemors. TheY

amassed considerable Wea圧h through plunder in the

COurSe Of militarY OI)erations, and皿rough tra肺cking

in goods, armS∴and drugs. TheY Placed their parents

and relativcs in the most profitable busincsses :

import-eXPOrL hotcIs, PrOStitution. It was to this

militarY CaStC, bureaucrat.ized and tra租cking,亡hat’

Washir]gtOn entruS亡ed the direction of the Saigon neo-

COIonial State and societY.

As to the agentS for doing the dirtY WOrk ○○ tOrtuJ「e,

宣11aSSaCre, arSOn, mllrdcr　-　theY Were reCrui[cd bY

American services among the desperadoes and hoo工i-
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gans of the towns. American experts taugh=hem the
la亡es亡methods of interrogation as well as phYSical

and psYChological torture. In addition, a huge machine

for propaganda, for ideological and cultural poison-

ing, flooded the South Vietnamese population for

YearS With slogans, films and pictures aimed at erasing

in peop]e’s minds all traces of national, Or eVen

SimpIY human, Sentimen亡and creatmg COnditions for

tuming them into mcrcenaries readY tO eXCCute anY

Orders.

To a11 appearances, the machinc Iookcd well put

together and wel圧un in. Now that the GIs had left,

it would be enough to feed it with weapons, dollars

and suppIY it wi山advisers. With much les.s∴CXPendi-

turc than the American forces, i亡would carrY Out

Washing†on’s policY. Richard Nixon,亡hcn Gerald Ford,

dcvo亡ed their efforts [o getting the few b皿on do11ars

each Year ne・CCSSarY for江S OPera亡ion. What did two

Or three bi11ion dollars mean for the American budget,

for the American nation ! American public opinion

WaS COnVinced tha亡　after the GIs′　retreat the USA

WaS nO Ionger invoIved in the Indochinese qし1agmirc.

To draw a few biHions on the quic亡Wi[hou亡alerting

either public opinion or Congress should not prove

too di租cul亡for the pros of thc White House and thc

Pentagon.

On 20 FebruarY 1974, USAID gave Co量「greSSV¥′Oman

Be11a Abzし1g the fo丁lowing figures conccming miliしarY

aid to Thieu :
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1972　　　2,382,600,000 dollars

1973　　　2,270,500,000　-

Thus in 1973言n sr)iしe of the parlS Agreement,

mjlitarY aid had no亡dccreased compared with 1972,

the peak war Year. The armaments supplied clearlY

Surpassed in quantitY and also in quali吋[hose which

COuld be sen‥o replacc used equipmen亡on a onc-

for-One basis. Thus ultramodcm F.5-E aircraft were

given to Thicu to ′‘replace′′ used F.5A′s.

Various tricks were resorted to in order to intensifY

those ams shipments : Stated pr王ces were much lower

than rcal prices ; amS Were Sent under the cIoak of

Other budgctarY Chapters. on one occasion the dis-

COVerY Of an ‘′accounting error′′ made available an

′‘unuse)d′′ sum of severlal dozen million do11ars which

WaS immediatelY made available to Thieu.

The salaries of Th上eu′s soldiers′ Officers and police

Were paid through American ′′economic・′　aid. The

American ambassador in Saigon′　Graham Martin,

made everY e任or‥o ensure an average sum of 700

mi11ion do11ars for Thieu for the YearS 1974-75, the

Same amOunt as that received bY Saigon whcn hal土

a million GIs were still in South Vie亡Nam and the

War WaS raging. Although a11 ams and equipment

Were freelY SuPplied bY亡he USA′ militarY eXPendi-

tures still accounted for 60% of Thieu′s budgeし

Speaking before the Asia and Pacific Affairs Sub-

COmmi亡しee of thc US House of Representatives, Fred

Branfman said ‥

“In fact, however, OnlY 4% of the Indochina Aid

that prcsident Nixon proposed for FY 1974 was

actuallY designated for ‘′reconstruction and rehabili-
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ta亡ion'′ or “development′′ ($ 124.4 mi11ion ou亡of $ 2.9

bi11ion). And onlY anOthcr 40/o was cvcn termed ′‘hu臆

manita,ian′′ ($ 107.4 miuion out of 2.9 bi11ion)・

llNinet車WO PerCen亡Of the Administration-宣equeSted

funds for FY 1974 were mean=O COntinue the war-

b。th militarY funds, Which were 720/o of th。 tOta(1, and

・′economic′′ and ‘‘Food for Peace′′ funds′ Which werc

indirec亡1Y War-relateld:’

Congressional Record′ PrOCeedings and

debatcs of the 93rd Congress, SeCOnd

Misappropriations of ′′food for peace′′ destined for

other countries, loans amOun亡ing to mOrC than lOO

million dollars,・ SO置Called multilateral aid through

international bodies, Were uSed to prop up the Saigon

budget. The Saigon office of USAID confimed that

8360ハ) Of this budget was financed bY American aid・

usAID, Which managed this aid′ kept its personnel

numbering severlal hundrcd unchanged in Saigon′ While

American m亜arYmen and technicians in civilian

dothes took care of the maintenance・ rePair and ope-

ration of machines in Thieu’s amY (aircraft in par亡i葛

cular〉 and took note of its needs as opera亡ions were

undertaken. The s○○Called American dipIomatic staff

in Saigon was strlengthened bY SeVeral hundred agents

who were dis由buted between the four consulates-

gcneral set up in亡he four militarY regions of Soutl-

vie亡Nam and numerous ′‘consular offices′′ scattered

throughou=he countrY. The American ambassador
had 145 aSSistants following militarY OPerations while
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the Defense Attache Office (DAO) was staffed bY at

leas亡50 o租cers. All tha亡‘‘dipIomatic′′ persomel was

but a camouflagcd militarY Staff which directed and

COmmanded the Saigon armcd forces, WOrked out

OPera亡ions plans, decidcd on strategY. Thieu’s officcrs

OnlY Carried out the plans and obeYCd the directives

Of thc American advisers. Nothing had changed with

regard to both the na山re and the conduc亡Of the war.

Before and after the Paris Agrecment, the so-Called

Viet Nam war had bccn and remained an American

War. This was no亡ed bY Amcrican joumalists.

According to David Shipler, Without reducing in

the least its invoIvcmen亡in South Viet Nam, the US

SimpIY PaSSed from a climax in the war to a level of

aid which remained considcrable, nO亡OnlY bY SuPPIY・-

ing coIossal qualltities of armamcn亡S bu亡also bY SCnd-

1r]g a SteadY Stream Of American cjtizens indispensab]c

for suppIY and intelligence worlk. (N.y, TI踊CS, 25臆2臆74)

US Ne!Z,S ajld World Repor育of 4　FebruarY 1974

WrOte:

l′The huge Pentagon East building, OnCe the US

militarY headquarters here, is as busY aS eVer. I亡is

r10W OCCuPied mainlY bY the Amcrican embassY’s

′defense a亡t’aChe office’ which oversees US militarY

aid and technical support for the Soし1th Vietnamese

militarY. Deep inside the building, Observcrs note,

there is still a ′defense operations center’ that looks

a lot like a combat controI post left overl from the

daYS When Americans were fighting and bombing

all over thcI COuntrY. The Cent’Cr is manned around the

CIock (‥) Therc is speculation that the ccnter　仁)

WOuld quicklY be expanded in[o an actual command

15
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headquarters if American warplanes retumed　亡O

ac亡ion here.′′

The Paris Agreemen亡S亡ipulates national co音nCOrd,

the recognition of the existence of a third forcle, and

Of two administrations each with its own territorY.

Ye亡・ Well supplied with weapons and dollars and

benefiting from washington′s unconditional support,

TIlieu rea士[irmed his p.olicY Of the ・・four noes” : nO tO

COmmunism′ nO to neutralism′ nO tO an underlstanding

With the Communists’nO tO- a division of the territorY.

EvidentlY, While the firs亡three noes were affirmations

Of principles the fourth did not depend on the wi11

Of Thieu′ nOr eVen On that of Nixon and Kissinger.

The realitY Olf the pRG, Of the territory under its

COntrOl′ Of its armed forces, WaS eXPreSSed bY facts

and no十OnlY in the text of the Agreement signed. I亡

COuld no亡be erascd bY a StrOke of the pen or bY a

SPe6Ch.

Even亡hough the US-Saigon command had dotted

the countrY Wiでh 250 militarY Sub-SeC亡OrS and lO,OOO

POStS there remained innumerable l・OCalities where the

PRG hold control and which- eSPeCiallY in the plains

Of Trung Bo and the Mekong delta′ rich and populous

regions葛formed large patches on a map of the

COuntrY′ a Veriでable leopard′s skin which prev音ented

Thieu and his American masters from sleeping in

peaCe,

This pemanent presence of the PRG, its amed

forces′ its militants′ its social and cultural organiza-

tions close to arleas s皿under Thieu′s control, WaS a

mortal dangcr for the Saigon rlegime.
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ImmediatelY after the signing of the Paris Agrec-

ment, 'On　28 JanuarY 1973, Thieu dec11ared : ′‘The

cease_fire does not at all mean the cessa亡ion of the

war.′′ And he started hurling his infantrY, armOur and

aircraft a亡the liberated zones. As earlY aS 29 JanuarY

1973 US Ne書Z)S aJld WorId Report stressed that the

Saigoln forces were ‘′to move into contested areas -

even communist-COntrOlled regions - and reduce the

number of people and territorY dominated bY Reds.’’

If the American forces were no Ionger there亡O give

support‥ tO the Saigon troops, Americlan air forces

stationed in Thailand a音nd the Pacific area一

(140,000 men) could alwaYS Serve aS a ′′deterrent’’, all

the more slO aS American officials did not fail from

time to time to threa亡en the Vietnamese people with

renewed action bY the American air force (declaration

bY Schlesinger, US Defense SecretarY′　On 18

June 1973).

After the signing of the Agreement, nOt OnlY did

Thieu refuse to announce this event to his tr音OOPS′ he

also ordered numerous operations against the free

areas. on 28 JanuarY, his troops attacked the port of

Cua Viet and the districts of Hai Lang and Trieu

Phong in Quang Tri province near山e 17th para11cl.

Southwest of Hue. Saigon troops tried to recapture

HighwaY 72 1inking A Sau to the old capital・ In the

first quarlter 'Of 1973, Thieu troops attacked various

regi.ons in Quang Nam province, the por亡Of Sa HuYnh′

in Quang Ngai province (FebruarY 1973), along

HjghwaY 4, in MY Tho province′ and in the earlY daYS

of Mar音Ch, the area of Tong Le Chan, Rach Bap′ in

Thu Dau Mot province.



Those sudden attacks launched with considerable

mechanizcd means in the weeks following the cease-

fire alllOWed the Saigon armY tO reCaPture a few

localities here and there. ln a join亡　COmmunique

Published in Apri1 1‘973, Nixon and Thieu expressed

gratification with t.he ′′proficilenCY′′　of Saigon armed

forces and noted their　′′effec亡ive and courageous

Performances.’’

Those initial results encouraged Thieu to enlarge

the scope of his opera亡ions which came　亡O invoIve

One division and more in a single operation. From

June to September 1973, 7O battalions attacked

Chuong Thien provincle ; from MaY tO November two

divisions were in acti.on in Ben Cat (Thu Dau Mot

PrOVince) and one division southwest of Phu Bai

(Thua Thien province). Those operations-1arge-

SCale encroachments or local nibbling actions -Were

accompanied bY ’′pacification’’ operations in regions

more or less controllled bY Saigon, eSPeCiallY POPulous

OneS. ′Pacifica亡ion’, the major element of r]eO-COIo-

nialist stra亡egY Since the ′Vietnamization’of the war,

WaS intensified after the signing of the Paris Agree-

men白n order to cons・01idate the rear of the Saigon

amY and亡he bases of t.he regime・

Al=ocalities, including the newIY-reCOnquered ones,

Were immediatelY Put in the ¥′ice of a coercive sYStem

Which includes ‥

葛A network of posts and militarY SeCtOrS With

regular garrisons ;

- local securitY forces, Civil guards ;
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ーregular aqd special p-Olice forces ;

-a PuPPet administration ;

- POlice info音rmerS ;

鵜reaC亡ionarY POli亡ical organizations ;

not mentioning a whole series of ′′humanitarian’’・

′‘cultural′′, ‘‘religious′′, ′・mutual-aid′′ and other organi-

zations which enmeshed evcrY inhabitant. TwentY

YearS Of experience and the mobiliza亡ion of ma11Y

experts made it possible for American neo-COIonialism

to improve its methods of coercion. After assassinating

and putting in jail milit.ants and sYmPathizers of the

patriotic movement, Or eVen mere SuSpeCtS′　after

cataloguing, Putting in police files and terrorizing the

people, the Thieu administration sough=o forciblY
enrol a great part of the population in para-militarY

fomations and s1○○Ca11ed civilian self-defence′ Which

theY uSed against the patriotic forces. For the Saigon

amY, this served as a shield during its operations and

a reserve from which to draw recruits.

In places where this forcible enlistment could not

bc done, the population was penned up in 。OnCel十

tration camps or SeCtOrS. More than l.5 mi11ion people

were亡hus concelltrated in 1973-74. Bombing alld com-

mこしndo raids were launched against PIra-COntrOlled

areas. washington′s neocoIonial policY COuld be impo-

sed onlY through war言he Thieu regime couid o申,

be maintained through war. The strict implementation

o=he Paris Agreement would ruin that policY and
to11 thc death knell of the rlegime.



II - Ruin and decaY

The Thieu regime and American neo-

COIonial policY faced noぐonlY a PRG solidlY entren-

Ched in the free areas but also growing popular oppo-

Sition in the urban and rural areas more or less under

Saigon control. The signing of the Paris Agreement, the

Withdrawal of American forces, the policY Of national

COnCOrd clearlY defined bY the PRG,亡he offici亀l

rccognition of the third force ′bY the Agreement, all

those factors gave a new impe亡us to the grea亡move-

ment for peace, independcnce, democratic freed、OmS,

and t’he prot‘eCtion of national culture and goIOd

morals, Which had long existed amOng the urban

maSSeS.

Thieu a11d his American masters had anticipated a=

that. In the months prcccding thc armisticc, Thicu

had taken a series of measures to reinforce the

COerCive sYStem alreadY Weighing heavilY On the

POPulation. Successivc dccrees kep亡reducing thc bits

Of freedom still surviving in the regime.

In Augus亡1972 a decree abolished the election of

Vi11age and hamlet chiefs who werc now appointed bY

the adminis亡ration. Seven thousand armY Officers

Were named to those pos亡S and lO,000　o亡hers took

OVer SeCuritY in the villages. AIso in August 1972

PreSS decrce oo7　jmposed such draconian condi亡ions

that onlY 18 ou† of 40 existing joumals were able to

COntinue in existence, mOSt Of them being in fact

final「Ced and controlled bY the adminis亡ration. ln

September 1972, neWSPaPer editors were ordered to

deposit 2O nlillion piastres each as∴SeCuritY mOnCY tO

PaY for even亡ual fines, and anY aCtion that displeased

the authori亡ies, e・SPeCiallY the publication of anY

Piece of information unfavourable to the regime「

there was no dear亡h of tha亡-WaS Punishable bY fivc

YearS’imprisonmen亡and a fine of five mi11ion piastres.

This was tan亡amount to ordering the dosure of a11

joumals of some ho-neStY. Frequent seizures put press

Publications in a situation in which theY COuld no

Ionger cover their expenditures unless theY reSOrted

亡O gOVemment Subsidies.

A decree on !ocal securitY banned a11 strikes and

demonstrations and authorized the police to open fire

On all rallies ; decree o90 authorized it to arrest all

SuSPeCtS. BarelY a mOnth before the signing of the

Agreement, a decree imPOSed such conditions on the

POlitical parties that onlY four out of 28 survived.

The strict implementation of the Paris AgreemenL

Which stipulated the putting into effect of democratic-

1iberties, WOuld have been deadlY for the regime. As

earlY aS 28 JanuarY 1973, Thieu declared in atelevised

bro-adcast : ′′The ceasefire in place means that thc

StatuS quO Will be maintained. Wherever our admini-

Stration, armY and people are, We are kings. EverY-

thing depends on us. We will maintain our laws and

administration. EverYthlng Will go on as beforc"

Nothing is changed.’’ Neither reconciliatio音n nOr

national concord ; neither understanding with the

Communists nor with the neutralists. The ‘′constitu-

tion’’, With anticommunism as its basic principle, and

all fascist legislation would remain in folrCe. Wash-

ington took care to increase financial and technica1
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aid to beef up the policc force from 120,000　to

150,00O. The Was鉦lgtOJ7 Pos亡of l March 1973 obser-

¥′ed that thc regime had grown cven more rigorous

sincc the signing of the Agreement. David Shipler,

in the Nezz? yOrk TImcs of 19 August 1974 remarked :
′′…It’s much be亡telr tO release nine or ten suspects

instead of condemning one innocen[ man. But that‘s

the opposite of the present policY:′ He added that †he

militarY COurtS and the national police were but two

sides of the same coin, tWO e】ements of t’he same war

cffor亡,

The Paris Agreement stipulated explicitlY that all

POlitical prisoners should be freed. The first measure

taken bY Thieu was to kill a number of them beforc

the cease-fire, then to tum the others into common

offenders so as to affirm cYnicallY that there wcre no

political prisoners in his jails. In spite of the evidence

coming from all quarters -American joumarists and

representatives, religio音uS PeOPle of all nationalities′

eminent personalities in the world-Which pointed

to the existence of about 200,000 political prisoners

in Saigon jails and camps, Thieu continued to denY

the fact with the support of Washington.

Worse still, he continued to order arrests and tortu-

res not onlY agains亡PRG partisans but also more and

molre against the third force‘ Students′ intellec血als′

priests and bonzes were savagelY Clubbed in thc

streets, arreSted in large numbers, deported, tOrtured.

To all comers Thieu declared bluntlY : ’‘AnYOne With

enough courage to proclaim himself a neutralist or

pro-COmmunist will no亡　SurVive five minu亡es.’’

(12 0c亡ober 1973〉.

To serve his purposes, Thieu took new measurcs

Io c.oncentra亡e all power in his hands. As earlY aS

1971, he had done everYthing to eliminate his onlY

compe批or to the presidential elections, NguYen Cao

KY, the then vice-preSident, Who bitterlY COmPlained

to an American journalist : ′‘’rhe onlY VOice one can

hear in South Viet Nam is that of NguYen Van Thieu:’l

The elections to the Saigon ′.Senate’’of August 1973

ヽ1′ere the occasion for Thi台u to eliminate his oppon-

ents皿ere and to put one of his own men, Tran Van

Lam, at the top of a double ticket presented bY the
′′Democratic PartY′′, the ′′par亡Y Of the President’′・ The

introduction of his agents into both houses of ′′parlia-

ment′′ made it possible for Thieu to propose amend-

mcnts to the ′′constitution′′ which allowed him to run

for president in 1975 for a tem of office of fivc′

instead of four YearS ; aPPOint the justices of the

Supreme Court (the parliament could onlY PrOPOSe

names上and app'Oint chiefs of provinces, Cities and

districts.

In face of tha亡　manOeuVre, On 19 JanuarY 1974,

NguYen Van HuYen, preSiden亡Of the Sena亡e′ declared :

‘′This constitutional amendment ki11s all hopes for a

trulY democratic regime. So I fomallY reSign from

the Senate　亡O beoome an ordinarY Citizen.’’ He was

replaced bY Tran Van Lam.

In October 1974, Thieu reshuffled his govemment,

created a series of ‘′commissions′′　under †he presi-

dencY and a ′‘directora亡e′′ presided over bY himself.

That direc亡Orate and those commissions, Placed above

thc Cabinet minis亡ers and even the pr音ime minister.

who became the puppet′s puppets, decided al1

曇る



importan亡matters in both in亡emal and extemal po]i-

Cies∴′Prime Minist’er’’ Tran Thien Khiem co/uld not

hide his bit’temeSS. A series of demotions (affecting in

Particular 17　generals) and promotions (39　officers

became generals) a1lowed Thieu to eliminate all those

SuSPeCted of oIPPOSing his policY and to appoint his

most faithful agents to senior posts in the amY, the

POlice and the adminis亡ration. The partisans of NguYCn

Cao KY, and all those who had mo音re Or less come

under French influence, Were CaSt aSide and replaced

bY men WhollY trained in the United States.

Besides militarY aid, the men in Washington strove

亡O SuPPOrt Thieu with substanti,al economic aid so tha亡

he could plaY his role. The question was to provide

him wi亡h a sum equivalent to what he had received

during the war YearS including the revenues coming

from the spending of the US expeditionarY forces in

South Viet Nam, I亡is es亡imated that 250,000 jobs had

been created as a result of the stationing of the US

troops whose expenditures provided the Thieu regime

With about haIlf of its forciign-eXChange revenues

(UPI, 27 JanuarY 1974). On an average　7OO-80O

million dollars had to be given to the Thieu admini-

Stration each Year, aCcording to t.he estimate of US

ambassador Graham Martin, Who tried harld to win

t’he US congress over to his views.

In order t‘O get t’hose aid projects accepted,

Washington and Saigon had madc a lo亡of noise abou亡

fanciful reconst.ruction plans. Martin recalled the

圏

Marshall Plan which had made it possible for Eurlopc

to recover from the ruins of the Second World War

and achieve aln eCOnOmic take」O鱈. For his pa巾Thieu

put forward a plan for reconstruction and restoration

in six months, then went to Washington to beg for亡hc

dollars. Upon his retum to Saigon in MaY 1973′ he

advertised a plan for post-War reCOnStruCtion and

economic development in seven YearS (1973-1980)

with three major aims : reCOnStruCtion and settlement

of displaced persons言ntensive expIoitation of natural

r-CSOurCeS, in par亡icular the restoration of agricu皿re ;

investment in industries and services′　for which

especiallY advantageous conditions would at亡ract

foreign capital.

In March 1973, On the occasion of ′‘Peasants’DaY’’,

Thieu called for the implementation of a five-Year

agricultural plan′ Which aimed in particular at putting

under cultiva亡ion half a million hecねrcs of land left

idle because of the war, SupPIYing three million cubic

me亡res Of timber for intemal consumption and export′

and cat-Ching a mi11ion to音nS Of fish′ i・e. double the

figure of 1973. The development of agriculture′

fores亡rY and fishing would′ in his view′ PrOVide annual

exports to the amount of 400 mi11ion dollars′ Which

would cover a11 the foreign-eXChange needs of the

COuntrY.

Thieu also held ou亡the possibilitY Of convening an

intemational conference which woulld work out

modalities of aid亡O Saigon for econOmic development.

In日le first weeks fo1lowing the signing of the Paris

Agrcement, a large number of businessmen - American′

Brit‘ish, French, Japanese-Visited Saigon・ It is true
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「亡上,at
South Viet Nam’s natural resources are manY and

Varied (rlicle, rubber timber, fishing products, PrOSPeCtS

Of oil), that abundant and skilled man,pOWler WaS

available′ lWhich, besides, WaS tWice as cheap as in

Hongkong or sjngapclre - a great att.raCtion for foreig」l

CapitaL The docili亡Y Of the Saigon regime walS also a

goold guaran亡ee. The infras亡ruc亡ure葛rOads, POrtS and

docks - WaS adequatc.

One could easilY imagine the economic development

that would take place in a South Vie亡Nam to which

more economic aid was coming than to anY Other pla。e

in the worlld. Yet right in the first months of 1973

there were growing signs of economic deteriorat.ion.

On 21 August 1973 Thieu himself admit亡ed that ′′it is

C!ifficult to find a solu亡ion to the cconomic and social

PrOblem.’’ ManY SYmPtOmS POinteld to economic

dcdine :

-a drop in industrial and agricultural production ;

- rapidlY rising prices and runawaY inflation ;

- WOrSening unempIoYmen上

- Shor亡age of rice, fuel and goods.

Up to that time Saigon industrY had stagnated,

Stifled bY importeld foreign goods, eSPeCiallY American

and Japanese. Industrial production accoun,ted for onlY

IO出of total production and manY enterprises t.umed

Out Semi重nished products from importcd raw mat.e-

rials. ManY Of these industries wcre in French or

Taiwanese hands. As earlY aS the firs亡quarter of 1973,

the tex亡ile mills showed a drop in ou亡Put Of 2,00O tons

COmPared wi亡h the same perjod jn the previous Year.

The same situa亡ion prevailed in o「her sec亡OrS ‥ Sugar,

Cigarettes′ SOft drinks‥・ Local industries, CruShed bY
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the rise in the prices of fuel and impOrteld raw materials

∂nd hamstrung bY the drop in purChasing power′ SaW

manY enterPrises driven out of businleSS" BY April 197壬′

about 50(一,/o of the enterprises had cIosed down.

with devalua亡ion adding to the price rises thc

situation worsened from month to month・ In 1973′ thc

saigon piastre WaS devalued ten times; from an

exchange rate of 35 tO the dollar in 1955′ it sank to 560

to皿e do11ar bY 5 JanuarY 1974. In 1973′ Prices rose

bY lOO-2000/0, Often more for necessities. On 5

August 1973, the Saigon administration decreed a

s血11taneous rise for three essent.ial products ‥ 550/(・

fc‘r rice, 600//o for sugar, and 760//(占Or PetrOl. On 20

November, the petroI price was hiked another 500/0"

on 23 November the Saigon paper Doc Lap wrote :
′′So as no=o lag behind the pri。e Of petrol those of

other goods, particularlY thoISe Of primarY neCeSSities・

have skYrOCketed. That of rice′ nOWrare and expensive

and the major WOrrY for Saigon folk′ is shooting up

fa,St. CIose on the heels of petrol′ rilCe nOW SeeS its

price hiked to 34′000 piastres a quintal (7′600 p音iastres

in late 1972). Price rises affect 900 other items.’’

The budget was blown up to fantas亡ic figures′ the

deficit of l16 bi11ion for 1973 having increased bY

ano亡her 78 billion bY the end of the financial Year. For

1974, reVenueS amOunted t.o 453 billioln and experト

ditures to 630, reSulting in a defici[ Of 177 billion・ The

`7Olume of moneY in circulaltion′ 51′OOO million in

JanuarY 1966, reaChed more than 202′800 million in

JanuarY 1973 while foreign exchange reserveS′ from

about 200 million dollars in 1972 dropped to lOO

million in 1973. The official rate of inflation′ 650/o for
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thc whole of 1973, WaS alreadY 16% bY the 。nd 。f

工‘‘ebruarY 1974. I亡must have risen to 960完bY the end

(一f that Year" The official exchange ra亡e lWaS 685 piastres

to the dollar in 1974′ muCh more on t.he black marke「.

Thieu left no s亡One un血neld in order to extract thc

grea亡es亡POSSible amount of do11ars from Washington.

But Nixon′ enmeShed in t.he Waterga亡e affair and i工I

American economic diffroulties, WaS able亡O extract

OnlY 322 million dollars from congress in t.he fiscal

l′ear 1973-74′ aS against 500 million in 1972. Thiel」

made a tour of t.he Westem capitals bu亡十〇 nO aVail,

I丁e sought to se11 off the count-rY′s resources bY Offerin8

most advantageous conditions　亡O Oil and ot.her

COmPanies. From American, Frcnch, Japanese and

Canadian oil companies he got a mere 51 mi11ion

dollars and but a few million for ot.her investments.

In orde=o ge亡revenues, Thieu resorteld to t-aXeS.

The Saigon paper TIln S餌g Of 21 April 1973 wrote :

′′Sincle earlY 1973′ al量亡axes have increased : 1icences

for stalls and shops and incomeねxes have亡rebled.

Taxes on transporthave increased冊een times ; Others

ha、7e doubled or qし]adrupled′ 1ike those on printing

O輔es.′′ On l JulY 1973′ Thieu decreed a new tax, VAT

(value-added tax)′ Which hit all products. According to

t.he Saigon press′ W皿n a mere 4O daYS, 5.2 billion

Piastres were squeezed from t-he population. Vehement

PrOt’eSt-S bY PeOPle of afl walks of life compelIed the

Saigon adminis曲ion t.o give up collec亡ing t.ha亡tax in

Cer亡ain sec亡OrS. On 22 November 1973, Thieu increased

t_he equalizing t-aX On mOre than 200 imported products.

In earIY 1973′ a lit.re of pet-rOI cos亡40 piast.res wi亡h a

3PeCial tax of 20 pliastrelS. A Year later t-he price rosc
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to 240 piastres and the tax to IOO pias亡res. Sugar′ With

a lOO//o tax, COSt 200 piastres a kilogram in earlY 1973′

600 piastres a Year later" The same escalation happened

with tobacco, beer, Cigarettes. Land tax increased bY

200,0 ; tha亡on sma11 [raders doubled・ For 1974′ Thicu

plamed to collect more from the rural regions which

until then had supplied bu亡10yo of the budget.

Severe measures were enac七ed against anY delaY in

paYmen亡Or anY failure to rcgister. An inte岨gence

service and commando squads for tax-COllecting

purposes were created which launched veritablc
・‘militarY重scal′′　operations and large-SCale house to

house searches, in which tax collectors were given a

free relin to extor亡moneY from firms and individuals.

Popular prot.es亡S Were reCOrded in亡he Saigon press.

Thc DIe月T証of 24 June 1974 wrot’e, ’’From time to

lニ血e a new tax is conjurcd up bY the S亡ate. Whatever

he does, 、Wherever he gocs, the ci亡izen r音unS into

the tax-COllector. The latter will call on YOu elVen if

YOu Shu亡YOurSelf up at homc. OrdinarY folk work

hard from moming to nigh亡Without eaming enough

to feed their children, While idle bigwigs in air-COn-

ditioned r,00mS Wi亡h a cigar betwecn their lips rack

血eil・ brains to invcn亡neW taXeS.’’

It is easY t.O understand亡hc nefarious conscquences

of such an economic situati,On On the life of the pc○○

ple. BY late 1974 offlCial flgureS Showed 2.5 m皿on

unempIoYCd-35　million according to o亡her cst工

mates. In Trung Bo-Da Nang, Quang Tin, Quang

Ngai, Qui Nhon-about 50。/o of亡hc working popula一

亡ion wc〃re Oし1t Of jobs. Hundreds of thousands ofwaifs

and straYS rOamed the towns where beggarY′ PrOStitu-
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tion and drug-addiction were more than ever on亡he

rampage. More and more peopIc committed suicide,

Often bY Whole families. Saigon societY WaS in full

de‘CaY.

No great insight was n,eeded to grasp the cause of

that ruin and decaY. The GIs’withdrawal created a

big gap in t.h-e regime′s revenues, bu亡でhe pursuit of

the w,ar had been and lre‘mained the main cause of

economic and social de亡erioration, Of the general crisis

Shaking Saigon societY. In South Viet Nam, Which for-

merlY had had such abundant reserves of rice, One

SaW, for the firs言上ime, PeOPle starving to delath. HoW

COuld one pu亡half a million hec亡ares of land under

CUltivation′　eXPand fores亡rY, attraCt foreign invesト

men亡S, develop Iocal industrY if Thieu, at the instiga-

tion of Nixon-Kissinger-Ford, PerSisted in opera亡ions

aimed at encroachment, ′′pacification’’, and concc'ntra-

tion of the populatilOn? The war was as alwaYS Ame-

rican but the burden, both human and financial, nOW

that i亡　had been ‘′Vietnamized’’, WaS Weighing ever

more on the South Vietnamese population.

III. The beginning of the end

Cease重re, liberation of皿e political prisoners,

frecdom to circ`ulate between the two zones, democratic

liber亡ies′ national reconciliation and concord, reCOgni-

tion of the third force, and of course re‘COgnition of

the existencc of t.he PRG and the libera亡ed areas-
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none of these was adm柾ed bY Thieu. As for Nixon,

on the verY daY foll10Wing the signing of the Paris

AgreemenL he clamoured that he・ reCOgnized the Thieu

administration as the ′′onlY legitimate governmen亡Of

Sou†h Viet Nam’’. With an interval of more than twen亡Y

YearS, these words bY Nixon echoed in a sinister

fashion similar ones uttered bY Eisenhower fo11owing

the‘ Signing of the Geneva agreements on Indochina

in 1954.

For Nixon, Ford, Kissinger, t’he onlY aCCePtable solu-

tion was th:at亡he PRG should be crushed, Or at least

stifled, and a nleO-COIonial rcgime subservient to the

US perpetuated in SailgOn"　One might have been

temp亡eld to believe that after the Paris Agrleement Of

1973 things would move the same waY aS alfter the

Geneva conference of 1954. But historY dlOleS nO亡

repeat itself. It is true tha亡, in亡WentY YearS′ Washing-

ton had had t-ime亡O Set uP a COIossal mi虹arY and

police machine in South Viet Nam′ bu=he American

le′aders were grossIY mistaken when theY Calculated

tha亡the deslruc正on, raVageS and mouming t'heY had

sown on vie亡Nam had so exhaus亡ed and weakened

the Vietnamese pleOPle alS tO render　亡hem tota11Y

POWerless.

In 1954, the Vie・tnameSe reSistance had had to eva-

cuate south Vie亡Nam en亡ilrelY and regroup its armed

forces and cadres in the North, leaving a population

withou亡anY armS and cadres to confront the impe-

rialist enemY. In 1973, the PRG was t.herc with its

own territolrY and armed forces. The diffe’renCe Wi亡h

1954 was a fundamental one. The people in South Vie[

Nam, aS in North Viet Nam, had become battle-
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hardened. The threat of American weapons and troops

llO Ionger intimidated anYbodY.

In the months that followeld　亡he signing of亡he

Agreement, Saigon　亡roops equipped with modem

WeaPOnS Were able to launch a few surprise attacks

and reap some successleS Which gave rise亡O illusions.

But it was eviden亡皿at the PRG, the libera亡ion arme'd

forces and t‘he South Vietnamese population w音Ould

not sit with folded arms in face of thosc repeated

Violations of　亡he Paris Agreement which seriousIY

t’hre(atened the peace and securitY Of all.

The police control and fascist measures亡hat became

WOrSe and worse aft’er Ja音nuarY 1973 could not Pre-

Vent the people in the areas under Thieu’s control

fr10m Waging a political and social struggle whose

Strength and scope surpassed those of previous move-

ments. The signing of the Pa.ris Agreemen亡, t’he with-

drawal of the GIs, the presence of the PRG and its

armed forces, t‘he policY Of national reconciliation

and concord-these wcre s10　manY factolrS Which

SPeeded up the s亡ruggle of亡he urban populations who

had terriblY Suffered from the st’ate Of war and Thiou’s

fascist dictatorship. The sad state of the economY

Sharpened the combativeness of the masses, Who werc

VigorousIY Stimulated bY the defeat’S SuStaincd bY

Thieu troops. In dcfiance of arre'StS and t.ortures,

demons亡rations and strikes succeeded one another, in

Which all soc上al strata participated. Thieu’s functioll-

arics and militarYmen Of亡en joined in t‘hose actions

Or Showcd open sYmPathY With his opponents.

ImmcdiatelY aftcr the signing of亡he Agrelement and

in spi亡e of cfforts bY the Americans and Thieu to
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hinder the diffusion of the text of the accord, a VaSt

movement was launched to demand the release of

POlitical prisoners. Who in South Viet Nam had not a
relative, a friend, a bro血er kept in one of the nume-

rous prisons built in all provinces? While the struggle

WaS eSSentia1lY Waged bY t’he working people under

the guidance of亡he NFL, graduallY all other social

Strata, eSPeCiallY the students, intellect’uals, believers

and priests of various religions, Whose poli亡ical cons-

Ciousness and combat‘iveness had grown with the

events, Participated more and more activelY in the

fight. The scope of US militarY, eCOnOmic, and ideoIo-

gical intervention ov-er the YearS had caused various

elc'mentS tO fall awaY temPOrarilY from the national

bloc and take refuge in abs亡en亡ionism, but little bY

little those people had grown conscious of the need to

fight in order to save the nla,tion, its traditions, its

good morals, the whole societY, from t’Otal dcstruc-

tion. The ′‘thilrd force’’thus came into being and mani-

fested itself more and more frequentlY. Its militants

Went tO Prison together with those of the revoluti’on-

arY mOVement., a mOSt favourable soil for the policY

Of national concord. The same thing happened among

Victnamese residents abroad-eSPeCiallY in France

Where PRG partisans and other groups, including

OPenlY PrO-American ones,joined forces to demand a

S亡rict implementa亡ion of the Paris Agreement and con-

demn the machina亡ions of Washington and Saigon.

The growing opposition of the masses forced Thieu

to reshuffle his Cabinet on several occasions and to

StOP imposing VAT on manY gOOds. In June 1974 he

had to forbid members of his administration, armY



and police to join political groups. The opposi亡ion

even spread to t`he ′‘Lower House of Parliament’’・ In

JillY, 58 of i亡S members signed a motion demanding

explanations flrOm the ‘′govemment′′ on the ex」eCution

of the Paris Agreement, COrruPtio音n, Smuggling′ and

other social evi11s, Committees and organizations were

set up to demand the implementation of th。 Paris

Agreement, and the release of political prilSOnerS.

In JulY, 300 Cat’holic priests held a meeting in Can

Tho to condemn the corruption prevalent in the Thieu

administration. The movement against corruption

grew in scope while BuddhilSt leaders s亡igmatized the

adminis亡ration′s persecution of Buddhists on the paト

tem of the policY PurSued bY the la亡e Ngo Dinh Diem

and issued a call for the safciguarding of peace and the

Paris Agreement. A Catholic-led popular committee

against corrupltion held big ra11ies in、 Hue ; Ot‘her

cities鵜Saigon, Bien Hoa, Can Tho-fo1lowed suit・

In September in Hue′ 30′000 people took to th。 StreetS

to deman,d that Thieu renounce the use of force as a

sYStem Of govemmen亡　and answer the corruption

charges brought against his wife and himself.

It is significant that the Church′ Which had alwaYS

extended vigorous support to Ngo Dinh Diem then

NguYen Van Thieu, Should now keep its distance from

the latter. The mass of亡he Catholic fai亡hful had gra-

duallY aWakened under亡he impact of events and no

Ionger blindlY ObeYed the hierarchY. Young plriests

openlY StOOd for national independence and social pro-

gress and wcnt to prison together with revolutionarY

milltantS.
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BoYCOtting of news diffused bY the administration,

marches bY joumalis亡S, a declaration of opposition bY

barristers′ a demonstTation in the outskir亡S Of Saigon

bY 5,000 Ca音tholics, a PrOteSt meeting in Quang Ngai

town bY 17,000 people, an aPPeal issued bY 40 ′‘depu-

ties’’castigating t_he repression of Buddhist monks一

亡he ange‘r Of t’he masses was rising. Washington was

WOrried. While Thieu clung亡O his personal power and

SOugh=o eliminate One bY One those who failed to

agree wi亡h him, the American leaders were set on

ga亡hering together as manY Of the reactionarY forceIS

as possible behind Thieu. Pressure was put on Thieu

to dismiss those of his agents with the worst reputa-

tion. Under the twofold pressure of popular opposi-

tion and the American services, Thieu had to dismiss

in October four of his cIosest minis亡e'rS, amOng them

Hoang Duc Nha, his nephew and Minis亡er of Infor-

mation, hated bY the press. Public opinion was far

from being p11acated. In late 1974, the t.rial of three

newspapeIrS Charged with having published the indicト

ment of Thieu for corruption gave thc alarm to the

WhoI。 POPulation・ In order to prevent the holding of

demonst’rations t’he daY Of the trial-Which was in

fact to be postponed-40,000 police were mobilized

and a state of siege decreed. In a demonstmtion

Staged bY tenS Of thousands of people against t.he亡rial,

Violen亡Clashes took place with the police† and manY

Well-known personalities were wounded. In spite of

Seizures and interdictions, neWSPaperS COntinued t-O

Publish accusations agains亡members of t`he govem-

ment’. At Chris亡mas st’udents demonstrated agains亡th働

gOVemment’s cultural p音OlicY and in JanuarY theY again
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took to the streets to demand an end to repression

and press-ga音nging. For their part′ t.he trade unions

held an extraordinarY COnference against dismissal§

and for the right to strike, and put forward GCOnOmic

demands which had become extremelY urgent because

of runawaY inflation and unempIoYment.

Two YearS after the Paris Agreement′ Thieu was

more isolated politicallY than eveT. The movement for

the implementation of the Paris Agreemen亡′　PeaCe′

and national concord was irresistible. The watchword :
・′Overthrow Thieu ; Set uP a Saigon govemmen亡readY

for a scrupulous implementa亡ion of the Paris Agree-

ment′′ was adop亡ed bY a音lmost all social strata and

political and religious tendencies. More than ever′ thc

policY PurSued bY Washington and its agents was gOing
countelr tO and clashing with the deepest aspirations

of亡he Viet.namese pe!OPle.

The s亡rict implementation of the Agreement would

lead to a political confrontation between a coa皿on

of the various n,ational forces and the pro-American

forces. This was what Nixon-Kissinger, then Ford′ aS

well as Thieu and t-he caste of war profiteers in Saigon

sought to avoid at all costs. TheY Chose to carrY On

with the mili亡arY COnfrontation, Still believing that the

technical and financial powcr of the US would com-

pensate for political and ideological weaknesses. The

moderation shown bY the PRG during the first months

might have given them i11usions′ bcing intelrPreted bY

Washington and Thieu as a sign of feebleness.
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For its part, the PRG had carried out a wide diffu_

Sion of the亡ext of亡he Agreement among the popula-

亡ion′ hoping t.ha白ts adversarY, drawing t.he necessarY

lessons from thel PalSt′ WOuld adopt a policY Of peace

and national reconciliation. PRG negotiators on several

OCCaSions advanced concrete proposals aimed at bring-

ing about a cease-fire, the release of the political pri-

SOnerS′ the putting into effec亡Of democratic liberties,

the se皿ng up of a National Council of National Re_

COnCiliation and Concord made up of t.hree segments,

a solution亡O the problem of general elections and the

demobilisation of the armed forces of thel two par亡ileS.

At Washing亡On′s instigation, Thieu had alwaYS

tumed a deaf ear, While continuing the encrolaChment

OPera亡ions against PRG-COntrOlled alreaS. The Le Duc

Tho-Kissinger mee亡ing inParis inMaY 1973 andthe

Signing of a joint communiqu6 in which both parties

Pledged t.o　亡ake concret.G meaSureS for a complete

execut‘ion of the Agreement brought no ohange in the

aggressiveness of the Saigon forces and the American

leadcrs. On June 18, US Defens13 SecretarY Schlesinger

COnSidered the possibilitY Of resuming bombing ope-

rations against North Viet Nam.

量n JulY 1973, While reaffirming its determination to

S旺ctlY implement the Paris Agreement the People′s

Libe'ration Armed Forces (PLAF) command at Kontum

had to give a waming言f the Saigon troops were to

use aircrafで, ar亡i11erY and large infantrY units against

libera亡ed areas, theY WOuld meet wit.h appropriate

COunt’er-blows. Thieu went on with encroachmen亡OPe-

rations in Chuong Thien province, in eastem Nam Bo,

and multiplied raids and ′′pacification′′ operations in

37



areas under his control. US reconnaissance aircraft

flew over North Vie亡Nam・

In TaY Ninh province, in the Ccntral Highlands′ in

the Mekong delta and in the plains of Trung Bo′ Thieu

launched division-Size operations while his aircraft

bombed manY Iocalities in the libcrat.ed areas. Wa-

shington even Sen亡an aircraft-Carrier t-O Cruise off

Nor亡h Vietnamese shores. AIso during that period′

the American command int.ensified its bombing raids

on the free areas of Cambodia.

In face of皿s stubbom continuation of thc war bY

the other side, On 14 October 1973′ the PLAF com臆

mand issued an order to its troops and to the popu-

1ation : hit back vigorousIY at eVe'rY War aC亡Of the

saig,On forces in order to safcguard thc livcs and

propertY Of the population and gua-rantee the exccu-

tion of the Paris Agreement. It was made clear that

the liberation f10rCeS WOuld no亡merelY fight back

wherever the enemY attaCked but would pick the tar-

ge亡S Of their counter-blows.

Thieu bY nO meanS StOPPed his operations. He sent

his bombers deep int.o the liberated arcas and took

advantage of the tYPhoIOnS t-O intensifY ‘′pacification’’

operations. On November 6′ PLAF artillerY gaVe† a

scverc waming bY POunding the Bien Hoa∴airfield

from which those bombers were taking off. AIso in

Novcmber seven Saigon aircraft were shot down in

Quang Duc province. In DecembcT’ While Saigon

bombing raids over the free areas werc S亡epped uI)′

the liberation forces did not remain inac亡ive. TheY Set

afire fucl depots in Saigon itself and destroYi三-d ammu-

ni亡ion depo亡S near PIciku.
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The Year 1974 began wit.h war賞ike declarations bY

Thieu and Schlcsinger. While the Pentagon sent Thicu

ultra-mOdem F-5E aircraf亡Nixon asked the US Con-

gress to give Thieu twice as much militarY a音id. Saigon

Planes even s亡rafed seats of t.he In亡ema亡ional ControI

Commisston and localit.ies chosen for the re山m of

CaPtured personnlel. But the lib。ra亡ion forces and †he

POPulaltion delivered eve'r mOre Vigorous counter-

blows.

In FebruarY the patriotic forces a亡tacked Quang

Ngai airfield. In March theY inflicted verY Serious

Iosses (half i亡S numbers) on the 62nd Rangers Batta-

1ion in Kontum province" In April the Tong Le Chan

base, the springboard of manY enCrOaChme’nt OPera-

tions, WaS besieged and heavilY Shelled, and was lat.er

abandoned bY i亡S garrison. Thieu sent his bombers t-O

attack Loc Ninh and other localities for several daYS

and broke off sIr2e dIe the negotiations a亡La Celle

Saint CIoud. Nixon and Kissinger were pressing the

US Congress for a substantia=ncrease in mi、1itarY and

economic aid to Thieu, arguing that t-he US had a
′′moral’’commit.men=o t.he Saigon puppe亡S. Since the

Paris Agreemen亡this commitment had manifes亡ed iト

Self in thc shipment of a mi]lion tons of bombs and

Shells′ 1′100 tanks and armoured cars, 800 heavY gunS,

700 aircraft, 200　naval and river vessels : American

dollars and equipment had made i[ possible for Thieu

to launch, Within the spalCe Of a little more than a Year,

hundreds of thousands of encroachment operations,

arti11erY POundings, and air bombings.

In MaY a VaSt OPera亡ion was under wa,Y in Ben

Cat wit’h three divisions supported bY American-ma重l-
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ned F.5E aircraft. But in three months from MaY tO

JulY, PLAF counter-blows cost Saigon 8′00O soldiers′

182 tanks and armoured cars and 34 aircraft. To a

Neα)Sα)eek correspondent a Saigon o触cer declared

tha=he troops′ low morale was t.he greatest obstacle

for the command, nOt anY lack of material (13 Mav

1974), BY the end 'Of the firsthalf 。f 1974′ Saigoln had

lost 175,000 men, killed, WOunded or run awaY. Deser-

tlOnS Were increasing. In such conditions′ the more

Thieu persisted in hurling his troops a=he liberated

areas, t-he more defeats theY Suffered′ and the morc

rapidlY theY disintegrated. Even a massive influx of

dollars and armaments could not reverse the situa-

tion. In JulY and August, in the coastal plains ofTrung

Bo, Saigon forces Iost 160 posts and militarY POSitions

from which attacks had been launched against thc

liberated areas. Da Nang and Bien Hoa airfields were

pounded. The pcople of 16 villages′ tWO dis血cts膏nd

16 concent.ration sectors roSe uP and liberated them-

selves. The situation grew worse and worse for the

Saigon forces everYWhere言n the Central Highlands・

in Trung Bo, in the Mekong delta. O醐bY One the

posts il・lega111Y Se亡uP bY Thieu forces in the mon亡hs

following the Paris Agreement were eliminated・

The American general John MurraY,. Who headed

DAO in Saigon, COnfessed tha=h。 losses suffered bY

Saigon in 1973, aS Well as 1974′ SurpaJSSed t.he lOO′000

mark, While Thieu himself admitted that he had lost
・′manY Villages and districts and even a town’’(AP,

29 JanuarY 1975). The figure given bY the PRG for

those losses suffered bY the Saigon side was 255,000

men killed. wounded or delSerted. While Ford and
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Kissinger were striving to get more aid for Thieu from

the US Congress, the TImes reported on 17 JanuarY

1975 that according to Westem militarY SOurCeS′ the

morale of t.he Saigon armY, mOre than anY Shortage

of militarY equipment, WaS tO be the decisive factor

in the months to come.

Instead of implementing the Paris Agreement′

Nixon, Ford, Kissingcr and Thieu had chosen to use

foroe, tO take the militarY Path. Who sows the wind…

It was on the militarY Plane that theY Were tO Suffc,r

the worst setbacks. The defeats Thieu sustained in

1974 had not blunted his aggressiveness but the PLAF′

fired bY their successes′ Started to attack in late 1974

and espec音iallY from earlY 1975 the militarY SeCtOrS

and posts from which encroachment and pac音ification

operations were launched.

In December, the liberation forces began offensives

in several provinces, eSPeCia11Y in Phuoc Long (capi-

亡a五Phuoc Binh) nor亡heast of Saigon, along the road

to the Highlands, in thg westem part of the Mekong

delta, in Rach Gia, Can Tho and Binh TuY. (The rea‾

der is advise)d to find the names of provinces on the

map, Page 54・ before getting into the detail of militarY

operations in t.he pages that follow.) Theilr rCgular

forces using powerful means did awaY With the posts

and fortifications while the guerillas took on the

administrative and para-militarY Organizations. On 6

JanuarY the capital of Phuo¥C Long province was libe-

rated, 3,00O Saigon troops put Out Of action and 650
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Others taken prisoner, 12 heavY gunS CaPtured a,nd lO

aircraft brought down. For皿e firs=ime a whole pro-

Vince with its capital was liberated・ This had repetr-

CuSSions in public opinion at home a,nd abroad, Which

Thi台u and Washington sough‥o expIoi=hrough a

noisY PrOPaganda, but to no avail.

In earlY March, the attacks were mos叫aimed at

TaY NguYen (Central Highlanlds) and　亡he nort-herln

I)rOVinces of Quang Tri, Thua Thien, Quang Nam, Quang

Tin, Quang Ngai, Quang Duc. From 5 to 9 March the

PLAF cut亡he st’rategic highwaYS ]eading to the major

towns of TaY NguYen ‥ HighwaY 4, the north-SOuth

arterY ; mlghwaY 19, the major transversa,l road link-

ing Qui Nhon with Pleiku ; Hi/ghwaY 21 ru音ming from

Ninh Hoa to Bu∂n M台Thし1釦. The militarY Sub-SeC-

tors and important posts controlling the access to

Bu6n Me Thu6t were eliminat.ed.

On lO March, after a vioIcnt artille/rY barrage, the

libera亡音ion forces made a direct thrus=n亡O t.he central

Part Of the town where the command pos亡S We're, nOt

even caring to at亡ack the outer defences. The radio

and command pos亡S Were quicklY neutralized and the

defence t-hus paralYZed・ The cap山re of亡he airfield and

the ammuni亡ion depot comp重e亡edしhe demolralization

Of the Saigon troops, Who disban,ded. On ll March, the

t’OWn WaS liberated ; 2,000 men h種d been captured al〕d

25 heavY gunS and 200 vehicles seized. Helicopters had

COme from Saigon to take awaY the American advisers

bu=WO Of the latter had been captured. The Saigon

gencrlal Le Trung Tuong had been /WOunded; his

depu亡Y, Colonel vu The Quang, killcd. The 23rd InfantrY

Divisi)On had been liquidated・ The Saigon air force‘S
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had shown themselves completelY POWerless. A coun-

ter_Offensive was attemPted bY Saigon troops assem-

bled at Phuoc An, nOrtheast of Bu6n Me Thu6t′ but

this IocalitY WaS quicklY taken bY the liberation forces.

wi亡h Bu6n Me Thu6t, the whole province of Darlac

wa,S liberated. The routed Saigon troops had not had

time to destroY the immense ammunition depot (1.5

kilometres Iong, nearlY One kilometre wide), Which

proved that theY had bY nO meanS run Short of arma-

The rapid fall of Bu6n Me Thu6亡WaS a Painful sur-

prise for Thi台u and his American masters. The best

saigon units had quicklY disbanded′ 1eaving behind

their equipment. The population of manY Villages had

risen up, reSulting in the provincial capitals being

completelY isolated, and complete freedom lef=o thc

liberation forces t.o launch direct attacks on thel ma-

jor centres・

It ha,d now been proved tha‥he liberation forces

were capable of a亡tacking the important centreS Of

the TaY NguY台n highlands′ nOW isolated. The onlY

solufron left to Saigon was to order a general re柾eat

of its forces st.ationed in Kontum′ Pleiku′ Hau Bon

(Cheo Reo). This retreat was Carried out in an atmo-

sl〕here of panic in the direc亡ion of TuY Hoa′ OVer

HighwaY 7, bY a jumble of regular forces′ armOured

forces, administrative serviccs′　Para-militarY forces

and members of their families. Saigon soldiers an.d

police forced part of the population to fo1low them

in their withdrawal, destr音OYed their houses and evcn

their cooking utensils′ and spread the rumour that

the　′′Viet cong′′　would massacre those remaining
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behind. The civilian people thus forcled to join the

exodus would serve as a shield to the Saigon armed

forces for t’he Saigon command knew that亡he PLAF

WOuld never fire on t‘he population. Seven t’housand

SOldiers werc] CaPtured bY the patriotic forces together

With 700 vehicles and 91 artillerY Pieces.

BY 19 Maroh, the whole of T含Y NguYen COuld be

COnSidered liberated. The posts of Kien Duc and An

Kh台onでhe peripherY Were tO bG Seized on 22 and 23

March, In less than three weeks Saigon had lost an

area of 48,000sq. kilome亡res with 800,000 inhabitants

belonging to 3O different nationalities and important

natural resources. The TaY NguY台n highlan音ds streト

Che‘d without an interruption over　8OO kilometres,

from亡he 17th parallel to about lOO kilometres north

Of Saigon, and border the liberated regicns of Cam

bodia, aS Well as Lower Laos. This is a stratcgic

region of t’he ut‘mOSt impolrtanCe nOt OnlY for South

Viet Nam but also for the whole of Indochina. Ever

Since 1954 Washing亡On had a,1waYS hope'd to tum it

into a strategic base, a POlitical bastion (bY SOWing

discord among　亡he various ethnic groups) and an

economic balSe Of great impqrtance.

Four provinces-Kontum, Gia Lai, Darlac, Phu

Bon-had been liberated. Saigon had lost 40,00O regu-

lars, 80,000 auxiliarY and para-militarY trOOPS, 1,250

militarY Vehicles, 110 heavY ar亡illerY Pieces and large

quantities of ammunition. A verY hard blow had thus

been deal亡not onlY t’O t'he Saigon armY but also to the

Whole of the neo-COIonial sYStem.

★

44

In Quang Tri province, guerrilla ac亡ions combined

Wi亡h uprisings bY the populations of the villages star-

ted on 8 March, and ended in the rapid liquidation

Of manY militarY POIS亡S, the liberation of manY Villa-

ges and t.he isolation of the provincial capital, Which

WaS liberated on 19 March. Six hundred and fiftY

Saigon troops werel Put Out Of action wh音ile manY

functionaries and members of the Thieu a,rmY and

POlice surrendered and offered their services to the

PRG.

In the same period, the people of Thua Thien pro-

Vince, tOge亡he'r With the regular libera亡ion forces,

freed the six districts surrounding the ancient capital,

Hue, Which was now isolated, for the road south-

Ward to Da Nang had been cut, eSPeOiallY at亡he Hai

Van pass (Pa,SS Of the CIouds.) On 19 March, thc

PLAF attacked the HQ of the First InfantrY Division

Which defended the capital, and th。 militarY SeCtOr

Of Mang Ca a,nd the TaY Loc ailrfield inside the Hue

Citadel. On the 22 and 23, the posts on the peripherY

O音f the citY Came under attack ; On the 24 the Phu Bal

airfield was violentlY POunded. On th。 25, the PLAF

Penetrated int.o the citY, alnd the Saigon forces madc

a precipitate wi亡hdrawal to the sandY StretCh along

the 。OaSt near t.he Thuan An estuarY. The PRG flag

flut亡ered on Hue, the old capital of the NguYen kings.

On the　26　the ci亡Y WaS COmPletelY liberated ‥　the

houses, Public serviccs and monuments were almost

intac亡. In their nastY Withdrawal the men of Saigon,

Who me亡With resistance from the population and

Part Olf their own soldicrs and functionaries, had been

unable to carrY Out the planned destruction. On the
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27 anld 28′ the Saigon forces regrouped at the seashore

Were unable to get on board their ships which werle

fired at bY PLAF artillerY. Exhausted, manY Of them

Surrendered.

The battle Of Thua Thien and Hue cos=he Saigon

administration its First InfantrY Division : 15,00O men

Were takcln Prisoner, amO音ng them about a hundred

Senlior officers′ 1′000 vehicles and 300 artillerY Pieces.

Thua Thien province′ With an area of 5,67O square

姐ometres and 600.000 inhabitants. together with its

CaPital Hue, a POlitical, Cultural and historical centrc

Of major importance, and Quang Tri hold a keY Stra-

tegic position. During tha first Indochina war, the

Huさ-Da Nang sect.or had alwaYS been firmlY hcld bY

the French. The Americans had t.ransformed Hue into

a mi批arY bastion and an important political a音nd cul-

tural centre because of its proximitY tO the North, In

1968, the population and the pat.riotic forces had

liberated the citY but亡he Americans ha,d done their

utmost亡O retake it’. In 1972 the American command

had also spared no effor亡to defend it.

Meanwhile the liberation forces in other provinces

had not remained inactive. On 20 March, An Loc, 70

kilomet.r。S nOrt.hwest of Saigon, WaS liberated. The

Whole of Binh Long province, Which includes An Loc,

Came under PRG cont-rol, and TaY Ninh province as

Well as its capital was seriousIY threatened. On the 24,

Tam KY, CaPital of Q音uang Tin province, WaS liberated.

On the 25, the whole of Quang Ngai province and

its capital came under PRG control. On the 26,亡hc

town of Tam Quan in Binh Dinh provincle WaS freed.

On t.he 27′ the notorious base of Chu Lai, On/e Of the
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largest militarY bases set up bY thc Americans in

South Viet Nam, fell into the hands of t’he libera-

tion forces. In t’he provinces of Binh Dinh, Phu Yen,

Khanh Hoa, that is all along the coast of Trung Bo,

everYWher。 the rural population, in concert with the

Patriotic regular forces, rOSe uP and posed a grave

risk to the Saigon administration and armY. On thc

28, Bao Loc was liberated, Which lef亡Dalat citY COm-

PletelY isolat’ed.

The fall of Hue in the north, that of Quang Ngai

in the south, and the liberation of t’he surrounding

rural areas comple亡elY isolated Da Nang, a ParticularlY

importa1正CitY and port for the whole of Sout’h Viet

Nam from both the militarY and political angles. It

WaS in Da Nang tha=he Americans landed their first

Marines ; it was there that the!Y Se亡up port and mili-

tarY installations which commanded and supplied the

nor亡hem provinces of South Vie亡　Nam and an im-

POrt’ant Part Of the TaY NguYen Highlands. It was to

Da Nang that the retrea亡ing Saigon troops wit’hdrew

in the hope of either holding ou=here or be‘ing taken

bY Ship to Saigon. TheY had forced part of the popu-

lation of the countrYSide and of HuさcitY tO follow

them to Da Nang.In the last daYS Of March, DaNang

WaS a beleaguered citY Where t.he most complete

disorder reigned. Saigon units refused to obeY Orders ;

SOldiers Iooted shops and private homes ; those seek-

ing to gct awaY aSSailed the airfields. An American

aircrafトCarrier, the Hancock, WaS Sent tO SOmC dis-
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tance off the coast of Da Nang while philipplnC aJld

Taiwanese vessels berthed to t.ake refugees.

On 25 March′ libera亡ion force’S POunded t.he militarY

POSi亡ions of Da Nang. On t.he 28′ theY Penetrat-ed into

the citY and on t.he　29　0CCuPied the airfield

Saigon units mutinied′ CrOSSed over to t.he pLAF′s

Side. The people rose up′ defended t.heir quarters

agains亡Saigon soldiers and hunted down Thieu agents.

The Saigon command and the puppet adminis亡ration

Were unable to cope with the s血ation which was

mOV宣ng　亡OO fast for∴them. At 15.30　hours on

the 29′ the people′s RevolutionarY Committee set

uP headquarters a=he CitY Hall. BY the 30, t.he citY,

t‘he port as well as the whole province of Quang Nam

Were liberated. Within a n融er of hours, the citY,

Which had been the scene of the most complete chaos,

1.eCOVered calm and order. The whole popula亡ion joined

ill the enthusias亡ic effo巾t.o reorganize lilfe on a new

basi§.

IV. An impossible dream

The libera亡ion of the whole of TaY NguYen, the

Cities of Hue and Da Nang′ land almost all t.he coastal

PrOVinces of Trung Bo was a real disas亡er for the

Saigon armY and regime and for Washington. Had the

American leaders and straltegists foreseen it? CertainlY

nOt. On 29 JanuarY 1973′ tWO daYS after t.he signing

Ofでhe paris AgreemenL US Defense secretary Melvin

l・ajrd declared before the Amed Forces commission

田圃

of the House of Representatives tha=he ′′Vietnamiza一

言ion program′′, Which had cost 5.3 billion dollars・

would allow the Thieu regime to stand on its own feet

(US Nezz?S alnd World Report)・ Wit’h such a suppor=o

be renewed each Year- 5.3 bi11ion dollars is twice the

countrY's national income-Thieu would be able to

holld on indefinitelY. What other prospects could take

shape in the minds of Nixon′ Kissinger and other

hawks who were used to reckon everYthing in terms of

dollars, tanks, aircraft, bombs and she11s? How could

theY imagine that an armY Of more than a million men・

equipped with ultra-mOdem weapons′ CarefullY trained

bY American advisers′ WOuld give waY before an

adversalrY Who was of course battle-SeaSOned but was

much less well-equippedand was thoughtto havebeen

considerablY 'Weakened bY the immense destruction

caused bY Americlan WeaPOnS? What was the use of

the l,800 aircraft, 2.000 tanks and armoured cars′ 1′600

heavY gunS and l′600 naval and river vessels which

Washington hald so generOuSIY given to Saigon an〔1

which had made the la壮er, at least in terms of the

number of aircrlaft, into the third militarY POIWer in thc

world?

The men in Washington were WrOng When theY

though=hat the Paris Agreement was a mere SCraP Of

paper that theY COul-d tear up and get awaY With it.

TheY failed to realize the important historical tur‘ning-

point represented bY the signing of such an agreement

and the modification in the correlation of forces that

resulted from it, both in Viet Nam and elsewhere. For

the Vietnamese people, it represented a decisive step

in their long march towards independence and free-



dom′ in the frorce struggle opposing亡hem for decaldes

亡O imperialism・ Yankee imperialism in pa巾icular. Thc

Signing of the Agreemen亡had breathed new vigour into

t.he national struggle waged bo亡h bY t.he forces rallied

behind the banner of the NFL and t-he pRG and bY

forces of other tendencies. It speeded up the process of

disintegration within t-he Saigon armY and administra-

tion′ aggraVated t.he isolation of those who sfubbornly

OPPOSed亡he trend toward na亡ional reconcilia亡ion and

COnCOrd′ t-OWard independence and pea。e. North Viet

Nam・ Which’was rapidlY healing its wounds of war and

building soclialism in new condit-ions, WaS molre than

eVer the great rear base of the liberation struggle,

While the liberat-ed areas in the South, Which were

being gradua11Y rebu批′ Were solid bases and a pole of

a冊ac亡ion for the entire population of South viet Nam.

The USA′ after the paris Agreemen亡, WaS nOt the

Same as before. To speak of defendilng亡he securitY Of

the USA in Viet Nam would provoke・ if not indigna-

tion a亡1eas亡SCeP亡icism. The American people had

Other worries : Watergate′ Oil′ the Middle East, Latin

America′ Europe′ infla亡ion′ POllution′ Crime. urged bY

Public opinion′ t.he US Congress no Ionger gran亡ed as

much generous aid t.o t.he Saigon puppets as i亡had

done previousIY. To send American boYS tO farawaY

Indochina to get killed was something few Amerilcan

lcaders dared to recommend.

Besildes, Viet Nam was not the onlY PrOblem. In

Cambodia ne皿elr t.he bombing raids carried out not

long before bY American aircraft no=he abundant
SuPPIY Of ams and dollars had preven亡ed亡he Phnom

Penh puppets from visiblY losing ground. phnom
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penh, SuPPlied bY an American airlift′ WaS but an islet

in the midst of an almost whollY liberated Cambodia. A

few more hundre-d million dollars would bring no great

change to the situation. In IノaOS′　the American

attempt.s to regain controI over the countrY′ Which was

irresistiblY heading for naltional union′ independence′

and neutralitY, ‘Were tO nO aVail. Thailand, un亡il now

completelY Subservien=o Washington′ WaS S匝ing and

the Bangkok govemment under popular pressure had

to declare that it was asking Washington to remOVe the

American bases from the countrY.

The American leaders seem to have been completelY

ignoran亡Of that important change in the correlation ot

forces, both in Indochina and in the world at large. In

1973, theY ha」d persisted′ aS theY had twentY YearS

before, in their dream of setting up an indigenous mili-

tarY and police machine′ a neO音-CO]onial apparlatuS

capable of crushing the national and revolu亡ionarY

movement. TheY had also apparentlY forgotten this

Icsson : the Saigon armY and police had been unable

to perform that task and more than half a million GIs

had been needed to come and rescue them. For anYOne

who has at all fo1lowed the historY Of Viet Nam it is

unbelievable tha=he Saigon armY and police would be

able, Withou=he GIs′ support.′ tO hold their own let

a]one win militarilY OVer the forces of liberation.

And YCt, the men inWashington′ intelligent and clever

men, have harboured such a dream and tried to exe-

cu亡e their scheme. The imperialist policY and neo-CO-

lonial strategY tha亡inspire them and their belief in thc

decisivc power Of armaments have blinde-d t.hem.
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Intoxica亡ed bY their own propaganda theY have not

Seen亡hat on the Vietnamese side i=s a veritable

Struggle for liberation that has been going on for deca-

dcs. The latest successes of the NFL and the pRG have

had t.he character of a nationa=ibera亡ion more than

tha亡Of pure militarY Victor音ies言n mos亡CaSeS, the

rising up of the popula亡ions′ COmbi音ned with attacks bY

regulars or guerillas and亡he desertions and mutinies

Of Saigon units′ has resul亡ed inでhe puppet forces being

quicklY rOuted. It is not a case of an armY being de-

feated bY anOther amY言t is an entire peoIPle mounト

ing the assault and having partisans even in the ranks

Of the enemY’s forces.

In the liberlated localities and towns, in an unpre-

Cedcnted atmospherle of enthusiasm, life has been

quicklY reOrganized than一くS tO the efforts olf all, in spitc

Of the ruins and mouming accumulated bY long YearS Of

Amer音王can int.ervention. The most gcnerous clemencY

Shown bY亡he PRG to the members of the Saigon armY

and administration has greatlY helped t.o win over

those men and women′ Who have quicklY Put themsel-

VeS at the service of the newregime. The policYOf

national reconciliation and concord has been applied to

the let亡er. No slanderous propaganda cIOuld shake亡he

COhesion of an entire people resoIved to regain their

indepen-dence and freedom.

In his impotent furY Thieu has sent his planes to

bomb t-he libera亡ed towns and loc拙ies, adding a new

felonY tO the long list of his crimes agains亡t-he cou【1-

trY. For its parL Washington has tried to bollstcr音the

Saigon regime and to blacken in旺e eYeS Of int.emation-

al opinion′ the Vietnamese na†ional and revolutionarY
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movemen亡. Under the pretext of rescuing refugees,

Ford has sen亡American naval units to Viet Nam and

Organized a Califomia-Saigon airlift. It is certain that

the USA still has the financial and material means to

PrOIong the survival of the neo-COIonial regime in Sai.

gon. For long YearIS tO COme the neo-COIonial policY Of

Washington wi11 be to hoIId on to the end,亡O maintain

for as long as possible bastions in Viet Nam and

Indochina, SO aS tO delaY aS muCh as possible the

liberation of the Indo音Chinese peoples and hamper to

rhe ut.mos亡　the building of a new societY in thc

COunt.ries of Indochina.

But it is no less ce巾ain that a severe, if not mortal,

blow has been struck at that policY, Which is now

doomed sooner or lat.er. No power in the world can

anY Ionger bar the road of nationa=iberation to the

Vie亡namese, Cambodian and Lao peoples.
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LIS冒　OF PROVINCES

(as es亡abIIs庇d by SaIgon)

The provinces bear the fo11owing

numbers on the map :

I. Quang Tri　　　　　23. Blnh Tし一y

2. Thua Thicn　　　　　24. Hiu Ngllla

3. Quang Nam　　　　2). Gia Dinh

4. Quang Tin　　　　　26. Bi会n Hoa

事, Quang Ngai　　　　27. Phuoc Tuy

6. Kontum　　　　　　　28. Kien Tuong

7. Binh Dinh　　　　‘29. Long An

8. Pleiku　　　　　　　3O. Kien Phong

9. Phu Bon　　　　　　3I. Dinh Tuong

IO. Phu Yen　　　　　　32. Go Cong

重I. Darlac　　　　　　　53. Chまu D6c

I2. Khanh Hoa　　　　34. An Giang

I3, Tuyen Duc　　　　　3;. Sa Dec

重4. Quang Duc　　　　36. Vlnh Long

重!. Ninh Thuan　　　　37. Kien Hoa

I6. Binh Long　　　　　38. Kien Giang

重7. Phuoc Long　　　　39. Phong Dinh

I8. L会m Dong　　　　　4O. Vinh Binh

I9. Binh Thuan　　　　4I. Chuong Thlen

2O. Tまy Ninh　　　　　　42. Ba Xuyen

2I. Binh Duong　　　　43. Bac Lieu

22, Long Khanh　　　　44. An Xuyen

..... Frontier of Vie亡　Nam

...言・ Provincial boundal-Y

O provincial capital

セ」 HighwaY

COMMUNIQUE OF APRIL 6, 1975

OFTHE SOUTH VIET NAM PLAF HIGH COMMAND

This communiqu6 was issued after the writing of

this booklet. We print it to acquaint our readers

wi亡h the results of recent militalrY OPerations :

To punish the NguYen Van Thieし1 Clique′ the hench-

men of the USA, for their perlsistent sabotage of the

Paris Agreement on Viet Nam′ the people and amed

forces throughout South Vie亡Nam have′ Since earlY

March 1975, 1aunched repeated attacks, Staged strong

uprisings and won great victories of strlategic'

Significance.

The people and their armed forces have wiped out

and brought abou亡　the disintegration of a large

militarY force including a11 the live forces′ ammun主

tion, teChnical and other war means in the whole

of MilitarY Regions I and II. TheY have put out of

action 270,OOO enemY trOOpS, Wiped out and brought

about the complete disintegration of 6 puppet regularl

divisions (including 5 infantrY divisions, and I marine

division), the 3rd Paratroop Brigade, 21 multi-b紺alion
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′’civil guard’’and ranger units, 10 armoured regiments,

and 19 armoured battalions′ 35 battalions, 9 compa-

nies and 70 platoons of ground artillerY, and 5 A-A

artillerY batt‘alions. TheY have also dissoIved all the

enemY ′′militia’’and ′’popular defence” organisations.

Foll10Wing the victories of the people and armcd

forces in the Mekong River delta and Eastern

Nam Bo, Where the local people and liberation armed

forces overran and fo/rCed the evacuation of thousands

Of posts and strongholds, tOOk control of manY

keY areaS and completelY liberated Phuoc Long prol-

Vince,亡he people and liberation armed forces smashedl

the enemY’s strongest defence sYStem in the TaY

NguYen Highlands and an area stretching along t.he

leng亡h of the coas亡al plains of central Viet Nam,

brought about the disintegration of the whole militarY

force and coercive machine of the enemY in vas亡

areas, including manY keY SeCtOrS Of verY great POli葛

tical, militarY, eCOnOmic and cu宣tural significance.

TheY COmPletelY liberated 5 big cities : Hue, Da Nang,

Qui Nho音n, Nha Trang and Da Lat, and 16 provinces :

Kontum, Gia Lai, Darlac, Phu Bon, Quang Tri, 1’hua

Thien, Quang Da, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh

Dinh, Phu Yen, Quang Duc, Binh Long, Lam Dong,

Khanh Hoa and Tし1Y台n Duc, tOgether wit.h mallY

district towns′ militarY SeCtOrS and sub-SeCtOrS belong-

ing to Eastem Nam Bo and the Mek音Ong River delta.

So far′ 9′300′000 people from the 17th parallel to

Cape Ca Mau have been completelY liberated.

In face of the high tide of attacks and uprisings

Of the people and liberation armed forces and in
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respor]Se tO t‘he revolution’s call, manY units, tenS Of

thousands of solldiers and thousands of officers of the

PuPPet armY have refused t’O ObeY COmbat orders, Or

mutinied, and crossed over to the revolutionarY Side,

bringing along t’heir weapons.

The extremelY great Victories of the South Vieト

namese people and the verY heavY Se亡backs of亡he

enemY in a short period of time have brought about

rapid changes in the situation in South Viet Nam・ We

are progressing in leaps and bounds and the balance

Of forces between us and the enemY has radicallY

Changed. We have a clear advantage.over the enemY

Who is cr誼callY demoralized, Organizationa11Y disin-

tegrated, ma亡er音iallY and technica11Y depleted, and

doomed to an irremediable defeat.

The extremelY great Vic亡ories in山e past month

havc ushered in a new and extremelY favourable

Situation for the people and liberation armed forces

to continue their advance to even more splendid

ViC亡Orjcs.

Thcse vict.ories of our people and armed forces are

SPlendid successes of the correct and creative revolu-

tionarY line, the will tha亡believes that ′′Nothing is

more precious than independence and freedom’’,

the strength of the unitY and iron-1ike determination

of our people and armed forces in the figh亡for peace,

independence, democracY and national concord.

・ TheY are also splend’ild victories of the cIose mili-

t.ant solidaritY between the three brotherlY PeOples of

Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia, Of the precious sYm-
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pa亡hY, SuPPIOrt and assistance to Vie亡Nam from the

fratemal socialist countries, and friends [hroughout

亡hc world.

The South Vie亡Nam PLAF High Command men-

tions in dispatches the officers and men of all arms

in the three categories of亡roops who have shown a

firm resoIve to fight and to win, launched overwhelm-

ing attacks and fought in cIose coordination′ thus

wiIming brillia巾victories and giving effcctive help

to the popular uprisings for the seizure of power.

It warmlY CO「ngratulates our fe11ow countrYmen in

varilOuS regions and of various nationali亡ies who′

COntinuing the revolutionarY traditions of the entire

people in general and the local population in parti-

cular, have shown their strolng SOlidaritY, braverY and

skill, and have risen up to free themselves fr'om the

enemY’s grip and made an effective contribution to

the PLAF victories.

At the present time our armY and people are win-

ning big victories. The NguYen Van Thieu clique have

Suffered heavY defeat.s. Bright prospects are opening

up before us. In their death throes, t’he US aggress'OrS

and their quislings are continuing to commit crimes

against our compatriots. TheY are OOmPelling thcm to

leave their homes and fields and follow them in their‘

stampede, thus condemning them to wander homeless

and end up in the concentration camps at Con Son,

Phu Quocl, becoming tooIs to serve their dark designs.

Now t.he enemY are gathering their remaining forces

to attemp亡to resist our armY’s waves of attacks and

our people′s uprisings. The American imperialists have
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done their best to breathe new strength into the Thieu

clique. TheY have pushed their barbaritY tO thc

lengths of ki11ing and taking awaY thousands of our

children.

The struggle of our armed forces and people/ wi11

remain a verY fierce and complex one; but the

situation is irreversible. However obstinate and

perfidious theY maY be, the enemY Will not esclaPe

defeat, and we shall certainlY Win even greater victories.

Our consistent stand has been to stric亡lY implemerlt

the Paris Agreement, but we are res`OIved to mete out

due punishmen=o the Ameri。an imperialists and their

henchmen for their obdurate co音ntinuation of the neo-

colonialist war and their sabotage of peace and the

Paris Agreement.

The PLAF High Command calls on all officers and

men of the regular armY, the regional units′ militia

and guerillas, in view of the new situation and in

order to fulfil the tasks entrusted to their units and

their areas, tO Strengthen their determination to win′ tO

show even grea亡er courage and initiative in order to

unite with the uprising population to smash all the

enemY′s hopes for its neo-COIonialist war and gain

new victories.

The PLAF High Command calls on all the people

living in enemY-COntrOlled regions to rise up and cIose

their ranks to defend their sacred right to live, tO

safeguard their lives and propertY and seize power,

resolu亡elY frustrating all the enemY’s attempts to

COmPel them to emigrate.
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The pLAF High Command hails t.he officers,

SOldiers and policemen of the Thieu administration

Wh.o have alreadY mutinied to join亡he ranks of the

revolutjon′ aC亡ing for t.he salvat.ion of themselves and

their families and for the salva亡ion of the nation.

NotねIng is mo音re preCIo躍t心細Independence餌d

freedom.

In的e momentum 〇月he γeCe庇扉ctorIes, 1e亡o批

people ma融でo胸ard比)砂重用C~ひand eひcr gre易亡er

OIcわrIes !

ANNEXES



THE PARIS AGREEMENT AS SEEN BY

WASHINGTON AND NGUYEN VAN THI巴U

NIxon :

’′The Unit.ed States will continue to recognize the

Govemment of the Republic of Viet Nam as the sole

legitimate govemment of South Viet Nam′′.

Televised address on Jan. 28, 1973

KIssInger :

“As a signatorY Of the Paris Agreement… the United

S亡ates committ.ed itself to strengthening the condi-

tions which made the ceasefire possible… With these

COmmitments in mind, We COntinue to provide the

Republic of Vie亡Nam wi亡h t.he means necessarY for

its self-defense and its economic viabilitY…

We have thus committed ourselves verY Substan-

tiallY, both politicallY and morallY, While the South
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Vietnamese govemment and people are demonstraト

ing increasing self-reliance, We believe it is importan亡

that we continue our suppor亡as Iong as it is needed.′′

Letter to Senator Edward M. KcnnedY,

March　2与, 1974

Sz誰i。餌(Kissinger’s deputY at the Paris Conference

On Viet Nam) :

′′We think i亡is essential for the United States to

re亡ain its miliしarY PreSenCe PreCiselY aS it can be seen.

We are not abandoning our friends.or leaving thc

area (SEA).

Manila, AP, Sept, 15, 1973

Ngαyen V餌　7蘭e↓仁

‘′In South Viet Nam, t’here can be onlY One gOVem-

men亡and one armY... The name ′provisional revolu臆

亡ionarY gOVemment’cannot exist…’’

′’I wish to remind YOu, COuntrYmen, brothers and

Sis亡ers′　Of this : Wha亡is this ceasefire agreement?

An agreement to have a ceasefire in place, neither more

具10r less. I have said that it is no亡becausc there is

the word Peace in i=hat we shall have peace. It is

OnlY a CeaSefire in place, neither more nor less.

’’I wan=o remind YO音u, COuntrYmen that a ce描efire

in place means to maint’ain the st.atus quo : Where
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Our administratiol〕, amY and people are, We Shall

rcign as a king. There everY肌ing will depend on us.

We shall maintain our laws, Our adminis亡ration ; eVerY-

thing will be done as in the past, there′s no change…

′‘This is a ceasefire in place. A ceasefire jn placc

does not mean tha=he Communist.s can go to Saigon

market to take a SOuP Or that theY Can gO bacl( tO

しheir villages to see their wives, fathers, mOthers,

brothcrs, Sisters...

’′If a Communist comes to a ¥′illage and the villa-

gcrs do not recognize him,ifhis name isnot registered

and he has no identitY Card delivered bY the village,

blow his brains out on the spot.

′’Besides the strangers who come back from the

maquis, anY fe1lows in the village who raise their

heads and speak in a communist waY also tran-

gress the laws of the Sta亡e. We must kill them exactlY

as we have done so far.′′

Televised speech, JanuarY　28, 1973

‘‘…Who can accept a coalition govemment with

three components? And whY three components and

not fifteen, SeVenteen. eightY-five? Has it fallen from

heaven or issued from the ea巾h, that third compo-

nent? And these Communists. what do theY have here

to demand.one-third? And what are theY Claiming for

th6 third component that thcY Can demand another

third for it? That is a solution imposed on us… The

questi.on of three components is an absurd formula.



It has no fo音undation. And what theY Call an ′′equal

Part’’is but a low trick.’’

Televised spcech in Saigon, October

24, 1972

′(No general elections, nO PeaCe, nO POlitical settle-

ment, the negotiations with the Co音mmunists maY be

SuPPreSSed:’

Statement made at Vung Tau on

Dcccmber 28. 1973

U.S. AID TO SAIGON

‘‘MilitarY aid is a less dangerous and less costlY

method to replace the direct invoIvement of US

forces’’.

SecretarY Of Defense Schlesinger

Vojce of A朋erIca, MaY 23, 1974・

‘‘America continues to help finance the materials of

war, tO Ship the bombs and the bullets that oontinue

to kill Vietnamese... The fact remains that America is

invoIved in the war, eVen though the dYing has been

Vietnamized’’.

senate rep()rt - ′′Relief and Rehabili-

tatlOn Of war victims in Indochina :

One Year after the cease-fire′′　bY

Senator KennedY,s Subcommittee on

Refugces ・

′‘The United States AmY is suppIYing South Vict

Nam with almost as much ammunition as it did when
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t,he fighting s帥　raged immediatelY after the ceasc-

fire one Year agO.

′′The statistics on mon皿Y Shipments to South Viet

Nam made available a=he Pentagon FridaY gaVe an

indication of the ebb and flow of the fighting since the

Jan. 27, 1973, Ce争Se-fire.

′′Altogether, the militarY has given Viet Nam l.1

billion do11lars worth of equipment and supplies in thc

first 12　months af亡er the cease-fire.‥

’′For the first three months after the cease-fire,

the fighting was known t.o continue at a high level

and shipmen†s averaged 33.000 tons of ground ammu-

nition in each ofしhose months.

′The shipments tailed off sharplY, aVeraging 7,00O

tons a month from JulY tO October.
’′Shipments then rose again, hi旺ng 9,OOO tons m

November, 16,OOO in December and22,000 in JanuarY,

the last month for which figures were available….’’’

SaI扉　Lo扉s Post DJspaきcれ　March

17, 1974.

‘′The total budge丁ed cost of militarY aid toI South

Viet Nam is 813 milli`On in this fiscal Year, and the

Pentagon has asked Congress for l.45　billion next

Year, With mos亡Of the increase probablY gOing for

ammunition, Which the South Vietnamese forces had

expended at a high rate.

The true costs of the militarY SuPPOr亡PrObablY rise

COnSiderablY above t.he officia] figures. Some of the

aid′　for example, COmeS in through economic
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Pr.OgramS that dump mi!lions in cash into the Saigotl

Govemment’s defc・nSe budget. And other costs -Sala-

ries of Pentagon technicians who make spccial visits,

for example-are hidden in the vast budgets of the

United States Air Force, ArmY and NavY and are not

labeled　′′Vietnam’.

These valuable militarY gOOds and services have a

sharp politiclal impact. TheY are indispensable to the

South Vietnamcsc Govemment’s policY Of resistance

to anY aCCOmmOdation with the Communists. Mili-

tarilY, the extensive aid has enabled President NguYen

Van Thieu to take the offensive a亡times, launching

in亡ensive attacks with artillerY and jet fighters against

Vietcong-held territorY.

Furthermore, the American置financcd militarY Shield

has provided Mr Thieu with the muscle to forestall a

politiclal settlement. He has rejected the Paris Agree-

ment′s provision for general elections′ in which the

Communists would be given access to the press, Per-

mission to run candidates and freedomto rallY SupPOrt

OPenlY and withou亡interferencc from the police…”

T庇　Neα) Yor壬ぐ　TI朋eS, Feb. 25, 1974

′′The Nixon Administra亡ion has quietlY Violated

COngreSSional inten=o cut economic aid to Indochina

in FY 1974. The original Administration reqlleSt WaS

for 827.8 million. Congress cut this back to under 700

million. BY the end of FY 1974, however, the Admini-

stratjon has wound up allocating l l b皿on in ccono一

印ic aid to Indochina.
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The Administration allocated a total of 3.2 billion in

FY 19ア4 [or Indochina, almost as much as was.11lo-

Cated for spccific coしmtries in the rest o上tl!e Third

World combined. This flgure, for example, is 6 t血es

what went to Africa and Latin,(America combined

for economic aid and this was part of the Administm-

tion’s continuing commitment to combating local

insurgencies, (1espite a clear public and congrcssional

mandate for non-in亡erventionism in such insurgcncics.

… MilitarY and ′′Indochina PosトWar Recons亡ruction’’

requests have jumped 45%. FY total spending saw
OnlY O.3侶　actuallY gOing toward　′‘humanitarian’’.

’′recons亡ruCtion’’or ′’development’’projects. The FY 1974

budgeL therefore was a war budget-CauSed bY the

StruCtural unviabilitY Of the GVN and Lon Nol regi-

mes. Administration claims that US aid wi11 a11ow

t.hem to ′‘stand on their own’’are mYths.

The Administration’s FY 1975 program, mOreO音Ver,

Offers even more the same. Its proposcd FY 1975

militarY and eoonomic aid requests tot’a1 3.28 billion-

Or　270′。 mOre than what was allocated last Year.

Once morc, OVer 90/五of this aid is destined neithcr

for reconstruction nor humanitarian needs, b而for t’he

maintenance of the war machines in Cambodia and

South Vjet Nam’′…

Statemen亡made bY Mr. Fred Branfman,

co-drector of JndocI】IJla ResoLJrCe

Cen亡er bcfore the Asia and Pacific

Affairs Subcommittee of the House

Of Representatives,　MaY l, 1974

(Congressional Record, ProccedlngS

and debates of the　93rd Congress.

SeCOnd sess王on).
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‘・Several YearS agO, Congress took into account亡he

militarY needs of the South Vietnamese and Cambo-

dian govemments and pemitted both countries to

use 80 per cen亡Of these local ‘′counterpa[t’’funds

generated bY the sale of US commoditics (provided

bY CIP and Food for Peace) ′’to procure equipment′

materials, facilities and services for the common

defense including internal securitY’」

Last October (October 1973), an adjustment permit-

ted South Viet Nam to spend lOO per cent Of these

counterpart funds for ′′common defense’’・

Saint Louis Pos亡　Dispatch. Junc lO,
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AMERICAN MILITARY ADVISERS IN SOUTH

VIET NAM AFTER THE PARIS AGREEMENT

Even as the Unit.ed States m唖arY is r)aCking up

for its expected exit from Viet Nam, American offi-

Cials here arle SeCretlY Planning a major posトWar Pre-

SenCe Of United St.ates civilian§ in Viet Nam, With

manY Of them dojng jobs fomerlY done bY the mili-

tarY.

About lO,000 Amerjcan civi]ian advisers and techn主

Cians′ mOSt Of them under Defense Department con-

tl-aCt, Will staY On jn South Viet Nam aft.cr a ceasc-

fire, aCCOrding to well-infomcd sources. Thcsc civili-

ans will do everYthing from running the South Vieト

namesc militarY′s persomel and logistic 。0mPuterS to

teaching the Vietnamese Air Force how to flY and

maintain new]Y PrOVided planes and repairing the

COmPlex militarY COmmunications nctwork left behind

bY thc Uni亡ed States ArmY

About half of these civilian wo音rkers are alreadY in

Vie[ Nam′　Wi亡h ot.hers beginning to arrive almost
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dailY at Saigon′s Tan Son Nhu亡under new colltraCtS

Signed confiden亡ia11Y in the last few weeks.

The Nc!ひYorjくTimes, Nov. 27, 1972

Accordi11g tO both American and S.outh Vietnamese

Officials′ the American civilians -both emploYCCS Of

Priva亡e companies and t.hose of the Defense Deparト

menトWho help with suppIY aCtivities not onlY See

that　亡he South Vietnamese ge亡t-he equipment and

ammunition　皿eY aSk for but also advise them on

What to ask for.

What is no亡　Clear is whether theY COnfine `their

Observa亡ions　亡O SuCh matters as thc condition of

equipment and the rate of ammunition expcnditure,

Or Whcther theY eValuate militarY taCtics and stratc-

gies and go so far as to suggest altemativcs.

What is fairlY Certain is that their reports end up

in the hands of the South Vietnamese, Perhaps provi-

ding indirect advice of one sort or anot.her.

A South Vietnamese officer in a position to know

Said recentlY that nomal procedure called for an

American and a South Victnamese t-O make an inspec-

tion or auditing tour of a militarY uni=ogether. Then

theY Write up their reports, SOmetimes separatelY,

SOmetimes together. The reports, he saild, are forward-

ed up亡he chainof command in the Uni亡ed St-ateS Defen_

Se A亡亡ache’s Office, Which then relaYS COPies of them

t’O Lieut. Gen. Dong Van KhuYen, head of the Logistio

Command for the Soしith Viet.namese Joint Gcneral

Sta鮭.
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More direct, OVert advice is sometimes given bY

zealous Americans who are sti11 stationed in everY

province. An embassY O批cial reported recentlY that

an American based in one province boas亡ed to him

abou亡a SuCCeSSful miliねrY OPeration : ′′I told them

to clear亡he commしmists out of there.’’

Davld K. Shipler鵜The∴Ne秒∴york

丁Imes- Feb. 25, 1974

VIOLATIONS OF THE CEASE-FIRE

′′… Majolr CauSeS (of violations) have included the

fact that the South Vietnamese Govemment ha$

COntinued to fight to regain all positions it had lost

jl雨before the cease-鉦e and that it has continued to

Seek and attack Communist unit.s whenever it could

find them.〃

Thc Neα) yOrk TI朋es鵜Feb. 28, 1973

`′The Saigon administration continues to mobilize

large armeld forces, COOrdinated with aircraft, tanks

and artillerY tO launch nibblilng OPerations.’’

Was扉ng亡on PosらJan. 30, 1973

′′Vietnamese Air Force pilots in the Mekong Delta

have orders to strafe and bomb anY Village nYing Vie亡

Cong flags:’

Unidentified US officlaL Nc!2?S脇ee魚,

Feb. 19, 1973
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′′The US Administration has not denied that South

Viet Nam (Saigon〉 has comm距ed violations of the

CCaSefire accord.’’

The Ne秒　yOrk TImes, Apri1 21, 1973

′′The Saigon govemment has pressed hard on the

Communist forces in South Viet Nam, reCaP山ring

manY Of t.he areas which i亡　Seized just before the

cease-fire went into effect, and circumscribing and

Obstructing the Communist side in its operations

throughout South Viet Nam in the last three months.

PrivatelY, SOme VerY authoritative South Vietname§e

SOurCeS COnCelde just that.

Breakdown of the Viet Nam Cease-

fire : the Need for a Balanced View,

Indoc加na Rcsource Ce加er. p. 39

′・Much of the fightilng in the delta has been touched

o任bY Saigon Govemmen亡troops sweeping through

areas long held bY the PRG’’

Unldentifled au[horitatlVe Western

sources, The Nezz, York TI朋es. June

27,1973

’’Much of the fighting in the militarY region III,

which envelops Saigon, has been ini亡iated bY South

Victnamese commanders…’’

The Ne脇) yOrk TI朋es. Oc亡. 21, 1973
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′′Tllieu has ordered his forces to make preemptive

Strikes to forestall att.acks′ and frold reports indicatc

[he Saigon armY is engaged in what the vie亡Cong ca!1

land-grabbing operations in some areas′′.

C心ICagO Trib踊e, Nov. 4. 1973

′′The Sout.h Vie亡namese have o鮒ciallY admit亡ed that

theY have broken t.he JanuarY CeaSe-fire, including thc

air raild agains"he PRG town of Loc Ninh.′′

L叩do職Obserひer, Oc亡. 11,ま973

’’The Saigon Govemmen¥t has launched continual

att’acks against Vie亡　Cong-COntrOlled areas within

What it regards as its t.erritories.′′

Ne~挑めee女, Nov. 26. 1973

’’Thousands of South Viet-namese troops swept across

the 10Wer Mekong Delta...′′

AP′ St Lowis Posf-Djspatc亙　Dec. 27,

1973

′‘During our two weeks with the Vietcong, We SaW

Planes on bombing runs or heard the shelling everY daY
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and on several occasions had to scramble into bunkers

in.the middle of the night.’’

Ed. BradleY, CBS correspcmdent in

South Vlet Nam, rePOrting on CBS

News in the US on November 14 and

16, 1973　about the situation in the

PRG areas.

′ノThree battalions of South Vietnamese Rangers and

ARVN t’rOOPS Were CarrYing out major militarY

Operations recentlY tO ’′pa。ifY’’and hold vast areas of

Quang Ngai province. These areas have consisten亡IY

been controlled bY the National Liberation Front (NLF)

for over ten YearS.

′′An integral part of the operations is forcing civilian

farmers from the region to precede the troops to clear

awaY bush anld trees which are laced with boobY traPS

and mines. Scores of civilians were kil]ed or injured il-

the opera亡ions.

′′・・・According to a Ranger battalion commander′ t.he

Objec亡Of the opera亡ions is to organize the people

PreSentlY living there into vi11ages and hamlets under

Saigon govemment cont.rol. A ranking officer predicted

that the troops would staY in the area for at least six

months. ,

‘′’We will pacifY the area and build outposts which

Will in亡ime be taken over bY Iocal militarY forces.’he

Said.’’

GしぼrdI餌, June 19, 1974
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THE NEWLY LIBERATED AREAS

From March 13亡O Apri1 4, 1975, 16 provinces have

been liberated :

* Quang Tm and Quang Nam corrcspond respectjvelY tO

Qu組ng Nam and Quang Da ln t.he administrative division of

亡he PRG
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Below is some information about亡he most impor-

tant areas recentlY liberated.

The TaY NguYen Highlands include from north to

south five high pla亡eauS Called Kontum′ Pleiku′ Darlac′

Lang Biang and Upper Dong Nai. At present theY arC

divided into seven provinces :

Kontum Capi亡al

Pleiku Capital

Phu Bon Capital

Darlac Capital

Quang Duc Capital

TuYen Duc Capital

Lam Dong Capital

Kontum

Pleiku

Cheo Reo

Buon Me Thuo亡

Gia Nghia

Dalat

Bao Loc

The area along the Truong Son includes the westem

parts o=he coastal provinces of Central Trung Bo′

from Quang Nam to Binh Thuan, Which are doselY

related t-O the TaY NguYen Highlands in the e亡hnic・

geographical, linguistic and historical fields.

The area is about 80,OOO square kilometres′ Of which

48,OOO belong to the Highlands.

The Truong Son mountain range runs nOrth-SOuth ;

it is dominated in the north bY Peaks o[ over 2,50O
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metres (A TuaL Ngoc Linh〉, and in the south bY

2′000-metre Peaks (Chu Yang Xin, Vong Phu, Lallg

Biang).

The TaY NguYen Highlands ha¥′e an alt血de of

l′000 me亡res in the norlth, 500 metres in the centre,

and l′00O mctres in the s`Outh where i亡gentlY SIopes

down to 500 metres at it-S tip.

TheY have about 700 kilometres of common frontiers

With Laos and Cambodia, adjacent tol the Boloven

P]at.eau in Laos in the north and to the northeastem

Part Of Cambodia in the west" This tri-border region

is of great strategic importance as it commands the

Whole of southem Indochina.

ManY rivers watering South Viet‘ Nam (Ba Rivcr

and Dong Nai River) and the big tributaries of the

Mekong River (Serepok, Krong Pocco)l have their

SOurCeS in皿e TaY NguYen Highlands and the Truong

Son l`ange ; manY r音ivers have powerful wa七er土alls

SuCh as the Da Nhim and Krong Pha waterfalls, Whjch

are a huge potential source of hYdro(-electric power

for the whole of Sout.h Viet Nam.

The TaY NguYen Highlands are crisscrossed with

an extensive network of s亡rategic roads.

.- IIighwaY 14 runs through the, high血ds,血king

Hue citY and Da Nang port in the north亡O Saigon in

the South ;

-HighwaY　5, from Mo Duc (Quang Ngai) to

Kontum′ is connected to the road leading to Attopeu

ill Lower Laos ;

-HighwaY 19 1inks Qui Nhon por亡to PIciku town,

and goes as far as Stung Treng, a Cambodian town oJ)

the bank of the Mekong river.



-HighwaY 7 1inks the coast’al town of TuY Hoa

to Pleiku ;

-Nha Trang port and Ninh Hoa are linked bY

HighwaY 21 to Buon Me Thuot and the mountain

resort of Dalat ;

-HighwaY ll and a parallel railwaY line run from

the coast’al town of Phan Rang to Dalat ;

-HighwaY 8 runs from the coastal town of Phan

Thie亡to Di Linh town where it mee亡S HighwaY 2O

linking Saigon to Dalat.

BY their situationタでhe TaY NguYen Highlands arc

regarded as an important strategic area.

The Truong Son range and the north of Kontum

PrOVince are covered with forests on nundreds of

thousands of hectares where can be found such prc-

Cious timber trees as : Xa助. 1j朋(ironwood), traO

(dalbergia), kjen宙en (Hopea pierrei Hance), besides

a wide range 10f fores亡PrOducts and wild animals

(elephants, deer, gaurS, tigers,..)

In the TaY NguYen Highlands, OnlY l.5　million

hectares of land have been brought under cultivation.

The valleYS and areas around Ho Lak (southeast of

Buon Me Thuot) lend themselves perfectlY tO the

growing of wet rice. The basaltic soil in the highlands

is suited for the grQWing of coffee, tea, mbber,

tobacco, jute, Sugar Cane. According to preliminarY

estimates, there are in the highlands over 150 planta-

tions (dating back to the French period) and agri-

Cultural settlements (set up bY the Americans and

the Saigon quislings), Darlac contains 123　of these

estates (60 plantations and 63 agricultural settlements).

the biggest being Dak Mil, Katum, Mewan・
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Phu ,Bon province (formerlY Cheo Reo district of

Pleiku province; POPulation: 6ら30O; area: 4,800

square kilometre§) has 5OO,000 hectares of cropland,

of which 60,000 hectares in the valleY Of the Ba River

are most suitable for cotton growing. In 1960-1962,

French planters obtained　8,417　kilograms of cotton

Per hectare from experimentation fields. 5O,000

heCtareS Of fertile red soil at Boun Blech are suitable

for the growing of mulberrY treeS, rubber, Coffcc….

While the remaining　300,OOO hect‘areS are COVerCd

With forests.

The high plateaus in the West have also immense

grasslands suitablc for the breeding of oxen, Sheep,

goats, horses... West olf HighwaY 14 in the provinces
Of Gia Lai and Darlac, graSSlands cover hundreds of

Square kilome亡res.

The subsoil of t-he TaY NguYen Highlands contains

SuCh ores as gold (extracted at Bong Mieu, 1OO km

SOuthwes亡Of Da Nang), lead, Zinc (at Bao Loc, Lam

Dong province).

The TaY NguYen, besides亡heir strategic value, have

als'O a great eCOnOmic potential.

The people

Up to now there are no accuratc figures of the

POPulation of the TaY NguYen Highlands (OWing to

the constant demographic fluc亡ua亡ions). A rough

estimate puts it at more than one million inhabiねnts,

Of whom 850,000 are members o[ 3O minoritY natio.
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nalities belonging to two linguistic groups (the MalaYO-

PoIYneSian or Indonesian, and the甑ul-Khmer) and

two cul亡ural curren亡S :

鵜The Cham culture ‥ it penetra亡ed into the High-

1ands in the　=th centurY bY thc Ba valleY and

influenced such nationa11ities as the Ede (Darlac〉, Jarai

(Pleiku), Raglai, Coho (wes亡　Of the provinces of

Rhanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, and thc

PrOVinces of Lam Dong, TuYen Duc.)

- The Mon Khmcr culturc言t influenccd greatlY

亡he people living at higher altitudes, Who were not in-

fluenced bY Cham culture : Katu, Kor, Hre (Wes亡Of

Qu音ang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh), S。dang, Gie.

Banar (Kon亡um), M’nong (Darlac), Ma, Satieng in

Upper Dong Nai, etC.

The life of血e minoritY PeOPle is also influenced

bY the Vie亡and Lao.

Those various tribes live mainlY in a primi亡ive eco-

nomY. Excep亡for a few nat‘ionalities who grow ricc

in fl⑦Oded fields (wes亡Of Qunng Ngai, Binh Dinh〉, in

the Lak region (northwest of Bu6n Me Thu6t…), the

OVerWhelming majoritY live bY Slash-and-burn farming,

hunting, and gathering of forest products. A verY

Smalll number work in plantations.

As farming methods were backward, and farm tooIs

rudimentarY, the rice Yield was onlY about one ton

Per hectare. That is whY under thc old regime, PeOPle

ran short of food for 5-6 mon亡hs a Year. TodaY, in

the liberal亡ed areas, farming techrlique has been im-

PrOVed, and productivitY has risen two or t.hree times;

in manY loca批ies, Vlrg宣n land jn the valleYS has been

Cleared for rice planting.
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Handicrafts, SuCh as weaving, meねl-WOrking,

earthenWare, are little developed.

Under French rule, OnlY four∴C亡hnic minori亡ies had

their own scripts (Banar, Ede, Gia Rai, Cobo〉. VerY

few people could afford t’O gO亡O SChoo上the majoritY

Of highlanders were i11iterate. TodaY, almost all the

minorities living in the liberated areas possess亡heir

OWn SCripts ; manY highlanders have leamt to write

and read ; in manY Villages i11iteracY has been liqui-

dat’e(d among the cadres and亡he YOuth ; manY Of the

lat亡er have become亡eachers, engineers, do音CtOrS_

The highla音nders have a rich folk culture which

however has not Yet been fullY developed ; manY

ethnic minorit'ies havel a treaSurY Of ballads and dall-

CeS and manY [raditional musical inst’rumell.tS (gong,

XYIophone, flute...).

Tradition of anti-imperiali§t Struggle

The besトknown movements were :

Insurrec亡ion of the Ede, Gia Rai, led bY Chieftains

Ama Val, Ama Dhao, Ama Trang Gun and Patan Pui

in which manY French soldiers a11d administrators were

ki11ed (1885-1905).

The 18-Year Struggle (from 1914　to 1932) of the

M’nong and other nationalities led bYAma Trang Cong

against French pene亡rat-ion into the mountain regions′

against corv6es and pressganging.

The Sam Bram uprising (1937-1939) which sprcad

from west of Phu Yen to north and south of the

Truong Son range, and east of the TaY NguYen High-
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lands, during which manY militarY POStS from western

Quang Nam to southem Binh Dinh, eaSte-m Kontum
and Upper Dong Nai, Were Wiped out.

The vic亡Orious uprising which amihilated t.he Ba To

POSt (west of Quang Ngai), Set uP reVOlutionarY POWer

and established a resistance base against the

Japanese (March =, 1945).

General insurr。Ction in Augus亡1945, leading to

Seizure of power in various provinoes.

During the resistance war against the French (1945-

1954):

Following the French occupation of the TaY NguYen

Highlands in JulY 1946, the patriotic forces estab-

1ished guerilla bases and resistance bases, eVen behind

the enemY’s lines : S亡Or (Gia Lai), Soap Dui (Sedang),

De LeYa (Darlac)…

In 1954 : COOPeration wi亡h the people’s armed for-

CeS in the liberation of Kontum province, nearlY all

the province† Of Gila Lai, and o亡her localities.

- Struggle against the US and its quislings :

From 1954　to 1958 : COnSOlidation of t.he bases

along the Truong Son range and in Kontum ; develop-

ment of bases in a11 provinces in the highlands, in the

t’OWnS′　and west of HighwaY 14. Struggle against

′’denounce communis亡S′′ campaigns, against peming up

Of the popula亡ion.

In 1959 and earlY 196O ‥ Dest.ruc亡ion of concentra_

tion camps in the' WeStem part of Ninh Thuan′ VeSト

em Binh Dinh, and Quang Nam.

Armed insurrec亡ion at Tra Bong and wes亡Of Quang

Ngai (August 28, 1959) and other provinces in Trung

Bo Jiquidation of cruel enemY agentS, SuPPreSSion of

the puppet administrations, Setting up of revolution-

arY pOWer・

A慣acks on manY POStS, armed uprlSlngS ln mOun-

tain provinces in October and November 196O,

Sha忙ering of the puppet rural a'dministration.

From 1961 to 1965, fighting against the US ′′spc-

cial war,′, ′・pacification′′ plans, the penning up of the

local inhabitants in strategic hamlets and concentra-

tion camps, Which were all destroYed bY the叩d of

1965 ; 500,000 people liberated.

Foiling the plan to set up ′′special units of monta-

gnards′・ and to　′′arm montagnards′′ in villages and

ham萱e亡s.

1965-1968 : Cooperation with the people′s armed

forces to counter ′′search and destroY” and ’′pacifica-

tion plans’’:

At Pleime (Gia Lai) ‥ 1,7OO enemY trOOPS Wiped

out (from October 19 to November 18, 1965).

At Plei Jirang (Gia Lai〉 : 2 American batta¥ions

and　8　COmPanies annihilated from FebruarY 15　to

March 31, 1967.

Uprising in JanuarY 1968 : OCCuPation bY the pa_

triotic force)S Of the towns of Kontum, Pleiku, Bu6n

Me Thu6t, Dalat.

1969-1972 : figh亡ing against Nixon’s ′′Vietnamisa-

tion’’of亡he war :

Campaigns of Daktol, Bu Prang-Duc Lap (1969),

CamPaign of northem Daksieng (1970), CamPaign of

Dak亡o (1971).
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Offensives and uprlSmgS in 1972 : brleaching of

the Dakt’O-Tan Canh line (Apri1 1972), annihila亡ion of

t-he sYSt.em Of sでrat.egic hamlets, Of t.he concentration

area west of Gia Lai′ OCCuPation of part of Kont.um

十〇Wn (Oc七〇ber 1972).

1973-1975 : Struggle against pacification and land-

grabbing bY Saigon troops′ and for the implementa一

亡ion of the Paris Agreement.

PROVINCE OF QUANG TRI

‘ Quang Tri is South Viet Nam′s no巾hemmost pro-

Vince, just below t’he Ben Hai River at the 17th

Para11lel (provisional militarY demarca亡ion line).

Area ‥ 4′740 sq・ km with 610 sq" km ofplain.

Population ‥ 3OO,000 inhabitant.s.

Capital ‥ Quang Tri (1,274 km from saigon) , 20,OOO

inhabitants.

The province comprises 7 dis血ct.s : Gio Linh, Vinh

Linh′ Trieu Phong′ Haj Lang, Huong Hoa, Cam Lo

a正d馳Long.

Mountains cover more than half of the territorY.

Highest peak : Ta Linh or voi Mep. Lao Bao (35Om)

is t‘he lowest pass of the TmOng Son Range. Principal

rivers : Thach Han (or Song Han), Ben Hai, Cam Lo.

The- COaStS′ 4O km long′ are fla亡・ TheY Shelter two

POrt’S : Cua Vie亡, 10 km from Quang Tri -CitY, aCCeS・

Sible t.o l′000-tOn VeSSels, and Cua Tung.
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Principal communication routes :

-HighwaY l, flanked bY a railwaY ; runS through

the province from North to South and past Quang Tri

CitY and亡he districts of Dong Ha, Hai Lang, Gio Linh

and Trung Luong.

-HighwaY 9 1inks Dong Ha (on HighwalY l) to the

Lao border, CrOSSing over the Huong Hoa and Cam

Lo Rivers.

Rivers and canals form a dense network of water-

WaYS.

Airfields ‥ Quang Tri citY, Xun Cam, Cam Lo and

Cua Tung.

Economic resources :

- Th。 POPulation lives chieflY bY farming. Principal

crops : rice and other food plants, COCOnut′ COffec・

tea, tObacco, PePPer, Sugar Cane.

- 195,00O hectares of forests including 129,000 ha,

of reserves : bamboo, Pine, Palm, Cinnamon.

Forest products : rattan Sandalwood′　aSarabacca′

mushroom, PreCious woods in the weste'm jungle∴

- FisherY is fairlY PrOSPerOuS a=he river-mOuths.

Products of small industrY and handicrafts : limc,

bricks, tiles, WOOd articles, Ceramics, Wickerware, matS,

Oil. e亡C…

廿jstorjoa」 daね

1885 , From Tan So, Whither he had retrea亡ed,亡hc

Emperor Ham Nghi launched the Edict of Anti-French

Resistance.
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August 23′ 1945 : triumph of the genera=nsurrec-

tion in the province.

The Resistance forces won victories at Tan Lam,

Dong Duong・ Nam Dong′ Ba Doc′ Cau Dai, Huong

Hoa.

- 1960 : Uprising and establishment of a revolu-

十ionarY base.

- 1964 : General uprising.

臆1966 : The PLAF defGa亡ed US Operations Hasト

ings′ Prairie and Deckhouse in the Cam Iro, Gio Linh

highぬnds.

- 1967 : An attack in depth behind血e enemY lines

bY the PLAF on the nigh亡Of Apri1 5 destroYed the

base camp of the 2nd Regiment, Saigon First Division,

at La Vang.

Atfack on Quang Tri citY.

-1968 : General offensives and uprisings on the

night of JanuarY 30.

FebruarY : Lang VaY POSition was taken.

JulY : the Khe Sanh sYStem of s亡rongpoints, following

a 170-daY Siege (JanuarY 21 t.o JulY 9), WaS liberated.

賀1971 : In coordina亡ion with Lao patriots in south-

ern Laos, the PLAF frus亡ra亡ed Operation Lam Son 719

bY US-Saigon t‘rOOPS (JanuarY 30-March 31).

- 1972 : In the Spring offensives, the PLAF breach-

Cd th。 StrOngeSt US-Saigon defence line. In 3O daYS

Of fighting, theY Put　20,000　mercenaries out of

action and took 3,500 prisoners of war.
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Thua Thien

The province forms a narrow stretch of land,

100 km in length and 50 km in width, 1,10O km north

Of Saigon.

Area : 5,670 sq. km.

Population ‥ 600,000 inhabitants.

The Van Kieu, Ta Oi, Catu, Paco and BuhY ethnic

minorities inhabit some districts. There are six dis-

tric亡S altogether ‥　Phong Dien, Quang Dien, Huong

Tra, Huong ThuY, Phu Vang and Phu Loc.

Thci ProVince is mostlY mOuntainous, eSPeCiallY tO

the West and the Northwest.

Principal river : Song Huong with its source in the

Truong Son Range.

The co′aSt is deepIY indented bY Thuan An channel,

13 km from Hue.

Principal communication routes ‥

- HighwaY l, nOrth - SOuth, flanked bY t.he railwaY.

-HighwaY 14, S亡rategic road linking HighwaY l

(20 km South of Hue) to the TaY NguYen Highlands.

- River transport is favoured bY a thick ne‘tWOrk

Of waterwaYS.

-Airfields : Pho Trach, Van Xa, A Luoi, Huong

ThuY and Phu Bai.

-Mineral resources : iron, tiすanium and copper

OreS have been prospected.
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There exist hot springs at Huong Binh and Thanh

The forest.s・ Which cover 376,000 hectares, Sul羽Y

timber and precious woods.

Agricui亡ure is亡he major source of incomc. Ri()C is

the main crop. some fruits are renowned : Citrus,

1onganc, I)C郁埴otus seeds, e亡C.‥

Fishing is t.he second most important economic acti-

VitY. Rivermouths′ Sea branches and lagoorlS arc tc'em-

1ng wi亡h fish and crust.acea.

Handicrafts cover a wide range o=radcs : Silk
Weaving′ COPPer WOrk′ WO(Od and ivorY CarVing,

mot.her-Of-pe-ar工lnIaid work′ baske亡and mat making,

etC... The province is renowned for it.s palm-leaf

COnical hat.s.

Attached to Vie亡Nam more than 6 cen[uries ago,

Hue was the cap固of t.he last feudal dYnaStY from

1802七〇 1945.

Area‥ 13 sq. km.

Population : 225,OOO inhabit.ants.

South Viet Nam′s second po虹ical centre after sai-

gOn′ Hue is aIso a cultural and religious cen亡reL Hue

UniversitY Which comprises severaI facu庇s, the Ins亡i-

tute of助J2 (classical Chinese), etC. Buddhism言s

flQurishing. Hue-and Thua Thien count not Iess than

70′OOO fa輔ul and 400 pagodas′ SPr9ad virtuallY all
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OVer the province. The Catholic Church is also- VerY

active. Hue, a bishopric, POSSeSSeS Se《minaries which

t’rains the clergY for Central Viet Nam.

Sce扉c spo士s鋼d朋oI弛me庇S

Thua Thien is ringed bY Picturesque mountains and

/hills ‥ Kim Ngoc, Tam Thai, Thien Tho, Tam Thanh,

Kim Phong, Truoi, etC… Thc Perfume River, Mount

Ngu and Lake Tinh Tam make Hue a poe亡ic citY.

The tourist is enでranced not onlY bY the beautY Of

t‘hese natural sit‘eS, but also bY the charm of architec-

t’ural works of art such as the citadcL the palaces,

the roYal tombs, the Thien Mu Pagoda.

HIs亡orlca」 daね

1802: Hue became the capi亡al of the‘ NguYen

dYnaS亡Y.

1946-1954 : Thua Thlen-Hue constituted, tOgether

With the provinces of Quang Binh and QしIang Tri, the

Binh Tri Thi台n front. Their armed forces contribu亡ed

to wIPmg Out manY import’ant forces of the French

Expedi亡ionarY Corps and incapacita亡ing others.

1963 ‥ A powerful movemen=aunched in mid-Ye岨r

bY the population of Hue, ParticularlY the Buddhists,

COntributed to the fa11 of Ng6　Dinh Diem (No-

Vember l).

JulY 1964 : Popular uprising. The puppet village

administrations were dismantled in t.he whole of t-he

PrOVince.
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1965-1967 : Fresh outburst of t.he anti-US-Saigon

Struggle. Hundreds of m批arY OPe‘rations were

launched agalins亡OutPOStS, eVen in Hue.

Tet 1968 : General offensives and uprisings against

US-Saigon leading organs′ bases and dis亡ric亡CaPitals.

The amed forces and population of Thua Thien

Seized the citY Of Hue and cont.rolle「d i亡　for

25 daYS.

1972 : During thci genCral offensive, the armed for-

CeS and people of Thua Thien-Hue, in coordination

With those of Quang Tri′ SmaShed Saigon′s s[rongest

dcfensive belt cIose to the 17th parallel and threatened

it.s defence sYSt.em ′WeSt Of Hue.

Read : Vie抗amese s弛cガes No. 37

Hue. Past and Present

QUANG NAM PROVINCE AND DA NANG PORT_CITY

Quang Nam (including Da Nang) is about 870 kilo_
metres nor亡h of Saigon言t borders亡he sea in t.he east,

Laos in t’he wes亡, Quang Ngai and Kon亡um in the

SOut.h′ Thua Thien in the north. Tot.al area : 12,000

Sq. km.

I亡has a population of l.8 million (1966 figure, nOt.

including Da Nang)′ mOStlY Kinh膏O,000 are minoritY

PeOPle : Ka Tu′ Ve′ Cor, Sedang...

Thci Saigon administration has divided i自nto two

PrOVinces and one municipalitY :

94

* Province of Quang Nam in the North.

Area ‥ 8,00O sq. km (including Da Nang上

8 districts :

Hoa Vang. Dai Loc, DuY XuYen, Dien Ban, Hieu

Dua, Hieu Nhon, Thuong Duc, Duc Duc.

Population : 1,400,000 (not including Da Nang).

Provincial capital : Hoi An.

* Province of Quang Tin in the South.

Area : 4,000 sq. km,

Seven districts : Thang Binh, Que Son, Tam KY,

Tien Phuoc, Hiep Duc, Hau Duc, LY Tin.

Population : 4OO,OOO.

Provincial capital : Tam KY.

* The porトCitY Of Da Nang.

Located on the 16th parallel, 759 km from Han,Oi,

979 km from Saigon, at t’he mouth of th。 Cam Le

river, in the northeast of Quang Nam province.
-Two sec亡OrS: the imer citY and the Son Tra

pcnin§ula.

Population ‥ 6OO,OOO.

The BaY Of Da Nang, also called Vung Thung, js

29 miles Iong言t borders Mount Son Tra in the east,

Moulnt Hai Sam in、the northeast, Mount Cu De in

亡he weISL and is therefore well sheltered ; 10,000-tOn

ships can cast anchor l.2 kilome亡res Off shore. Since

the,18th centurY Da Nang has bcen an impo巾ant

seaporし　Under French rule, particularlY during the

resistance war (1945-1954), it was a suppIY base for

the French forces with an airfield serving Central

Indochina (including Lower and Ce‘ntral Laos).
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Starting from 1954, the Americans亡ransformed Da

Nang into a big complex having a large airfield for

jets and several sma11er ones. Da Nang was the HQs

Of the puppet First ArmY COrpS and the First Tactical

Area′ and it is亡here that the first contingen亡Of GIs

landed in March 1965, at the start of the US war of

aggression. Da Nang became a base for the US air.

naval and marine forces.

A section of t’he Truong Son Range runs from皿e

nor皿to th。 SOut.h of the province with such peaks

as A Tuat (2,5OO metres) near the Viet Nam-Lao

border, and Chua (1,400 metres). ThirtY kilomc亡res

SOu亡hwes亡Of Da Nang is tlhe Ba Na resort.. Quang

Nam province and Hue are∴SeParated bY亡he Hai Van

mount‘ain which sIopes亡O the sea and is crlOSSed bY t.11e

Hai Van pass,

The rivers rise on t.he Truong Son range and emptY

into the sea : Song ThuY Tu, Song Thu Bon, the big-

gest.′ flowing through Hoi An, formerlY a bustling com-

mercial centre, nOW the provincial capital of Quang

Nam.

- The main communicalでion lines include HighwaY

I and the trans-Viet Nam railwaY Which runs through

th。 PrOVince from north to south.

- The section of HighwaY 14　which runs from

Kontum t.o Hue crosses亡he hillY WeStern region of

Quang Nam and is linked t.o Da Nang bY PrOVincial
Road lOO.

Quang Nam is one of the richest provinces of Cen-

tral Viet Nam :
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*Its plains, about 15OO square kilometres in area′

have l17,00O hect.are’S Of cropland. MulberrY treeS are

grown on the banks of i[s rivers, from which a re-

nowned silk fabric is produced. Cam Le亡Obacco is also

much appreciated.

* Its forests are fu11 of high-quali亡Y timber : Kien

Kien (Hopea pierrei Hance), Sen (Madhuca pasquieri)′

iron wood (ErYthrophloeum fordii) xoaY (Dialium

。OChinchinensis). Cimamon is grown in Tra Mi. A

well-known local frui=ree is the Jon boJl.

* Fishing is thriving. The region is known for the

fish brine produced in Nam O′ and亡he swallows’

nests on its islands.

* The subsoil of the province contains such mine-

rals as gold, COal′ iron′ 1ead′ COPper′ Zinc" Gold is min-

ed at Bong Mieu′ 100 kilome'treS SOuthwest of Da

Nang. The coalmine at Nong Son (Que Son distr音ic亡)

south of Da Nang is the biggest collierY in South

viet Nam. Mining of zinc and copper at Duc Bo (Tam

KY) has onlY just begun.

Struggle against imperialism

* August 31, 1858: An attack on Da Nang bY 14

French warships started the FreIICh invasion of Vict

* The province becamci a POWerful center of the

can vuong and Van Than patrio音tic movementS (1885-

1888),亡he movement for progressive reform (1905輸

1908). Peasants PrOteSting against heavY taXation

besieged the provincial mandarin′s office and five

distri。t Offices (1908). An insurrect‘ion led bY Viet Nam

Quang Phuc Hoi brokci Out in 1916・



* After 1930, there were in the province s亡rong

bases and a powerful movemen=led bY the Indochi-

nese Communist PartY.

* Seizure of power in t‘he province in the general

insurrection of 1945.

* During the nin。 YearS Of war (1945-1954) thc

French were able t’O OCCupY OnlY One-third of the t.er-

ritorY Of the province (northem par亡) while the rest

belonged to the free area of the 5th interzone.

Strugglc again音St thc Americans

* Powerful popular movement agains亡　the Diem

regime ; armed insurrections in the highlands (1959-

1960), in t’he plains (1960-1961上　PrOteSt mOVe'mentS

Of the Buddhists and other sections of t’he popula亡ion

against Dilem (1963).

* Against the US ′′special war’’, big victories were

WOn at Viet An, Dong Duong (1964上manY Strategic

hamlets destroYed.

* Struggle against the US, and secession from the

Saigoln administration bY the population and the op-

POSition factions in the puppet armY and administra〇

七ion (1965-1966).

Annihilation of Nui Thanh post held bY an Ameri-

Can COmpanY, the first vic亡OrY OVer the American

t’rOOPS (1965主　repea音ted a廿acks against Da Nang

airfield, Chu Lai base (1966-1967上destruction of ma-

nY POStS, SuCCeSSful c音Ountering of enemY raids. Upris-

ing and occupation of a part of the clitY and the H,Q,

Of the First ArmY Corps (1968).

* Fierce fighting against US ′′Vietnamiza亡ion’’of the

War : Victorious counter-raids southwest of Da Nang
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(1969〉, POPular movement against the Saigon troops’

invasion 。f Southem Laos (1971), Offensive and upri-

sing in the countrYSide・ Shelling of Da Nang (1972)・

*After the signing of th。 Paris Agreem脚t : COunter-

ing of ′′pacification′・ and encroachment operations ;

por)ular movements for the implementation of the

paris Agreement and for getting rice supp11ies to combat

famine.

Annihilation of the militarY Sub-SeCtOr and occu-

pa亡ion of the distriG=OWn Of Thuong Duc and of the

Nong Son-Tmng Phuoc area (1974) wiping out of

Tien Phuoc and Phuoc Long militarY SubsectolrS′

1iberation of Tam KY tOWn, Quang Tin province′

Hoi An toWn, and Quang Nam prOVincial capital

(March 1975).

PROVINCE OF QUANG NGAI

capital : Quang Ngai′ 877km Northeast of Saigon・

Area : OVer 4,30O sq.km.

Quang Ngai comprises lO districts : 6 in thc delta

plain (Binh Son, Son Tinh′ Tu Nghia′ Nghia Hanh′ Mo

Duc and Duc Pho) and 4 in the uplands (Tra Bong′ Son

Ha, Minh Long and Ba To), With a tot’al of 122 villages

and 319 hamlets.

720,OOO inhabitants (Saigon administration’s 1960

statistics) of whom 8O,000 belong to ethnic minorities ‥

Hre, Cor, Ca Dong.
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Four rivers wi亡h their s.ources in [he Truong Son

Range : t-he Tra Bong′ Tra Khuc (the longes亡, 120km)

Vc and Tra Cau.

AIong the 98-km coastline there are manY Sand

。unes. cape Ba Lang An ils a summer resort. Five

estuaries: Son Tra′ Sa KY′ Co LuY, MY A and Sa

HuYnh′ the largest of all′ aCCeSSible to big junks and

CVen seagoing vessels.

Mount.ains and jungles cIOVer twO-thirds of亡he terri-

tOrY. The Truong son Range runs along the province

from North to south. Mountains ‥ Ca Dam, Thach Bich,

Xuan Thu (the lasトnamed more than l,5OO metrelS hilgh).

Principal communication rout.es :

HighwaY l and t.he railwaY traVerSe the province

from Nort.h to South ; HighwaY 5 1inks Quang Ngai

Cj亡Y tO the capital of Kont.um province in the Centr'al

出ghlands士he Binh Son-Tra Bong-Tra Mi (Quang

Nam) road士he Son Tinh-Gi Lang葛Gia Vut road.

Na蝕ra」 TeSOurCeS

The province has 80′000 ha of arable land mostlY

under rice (2 0r 3 crops annuallY) or sugar cane. sugar

Cane is grown on lO′OOO ha′ giving 20′000 tonlS Of sugar

Fores亡COVerS lOO′OOO ha, Of which 40,00O can be

developed・ Cimamon is grown in Tra Bong and証

bcaring trces in Ba To,

Mining deposi亡S : lead at son Tinh, kaolin at Son Ha,

iron a亡Mo Duc・ Salトmarshes ‥ a亡Sa HuYnh.

HIstorlca」 daね

Af亡er the conquest of t.he countrY bY the French colo-

nialist.s′亡he Can Vuong Resist.ancle Movement was laun-
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Ched (1885-1888), followed bY SuCCeSSive insurrections

Of亡he minority peoples (1900-1920).

1917-1925 ‥ Struggle for progressive reforms.

From 1930, Quang Ngai became one of the main cen-

t’l.eS Of activitY Of the Indochinese Communist PartY.

March ll, 1945 : Launching of the Ba To insurrection

During the fir音St Resistance (1945-1954) Quang Ngai

WaS Part Of the liberated zone, SuPPIYing manpower

and material resources to the res音istance in Central and

Souでhem Trung Bo.

- 1959 ‥ Tra Bong uprising and resistance t’O the Ngo

Di⊥lh Di台m fascist dictatorship in t.he Westem part of

t.he province leading to t-he collapse of the puppet

轟dministration. t’he establishmen亡　of revolutiorほrY

POV′er and the se旺ng up of the liberated zone ;

-196仁　Chain uprlSmgS in the plain dismantled

stratcgic hamlets ;

-- 1965 ‥ VictorY Of Ba Gia where a whole mobi!e

group of Saigon soldiers was destroYeld ; aしVan Tuong,

the first major battle against US [roops was fought in

August,

1967 ‥ Park Chung Hee’s Blue Dragon Brigade p11t Out

Of ac亡ion in October,

1968 : Occupation of t.he province capital fo11owing

the general offensive and uprisings at the begiming

O土、 the Year ;

1972 ‥ Liberation of Ba To dis血ct in Sep亡ember.

End of 1974 : Liberation of Nghia Ha¥nh and Minh

Long district’S and Gia Vut base.

101



PROVINC嘱OF∴I]INH DINH - QUI NHON

Binh Dinh

Sccond most imporねnt province of Trung Bo.

Arca : 7,000 sq.km.

Population ‥　900,000　jnhabiねnts.

The province comprises 7 delta districts : Hoai Nhon,

Hoai An, Phu MY, Phu CaL An Nhon, TuY Phuoc a.nd

Binh Khe, and 3 upland distric亡S : An Lao (Hre e亡hnic

minoritY), Vinh Thanh, Van Canh (Banar e亡hnic

minoritY).

Capi亡a上Qui Nhon。

Two spurs of the Truong Son Range, the province-s

backbone, jut out towar音ds the sea, SeParating Binh

Dinh frlOm血e neighbour音ing provinces.

Communication lines : 2 major rivers (Song Lai and

Song Con) and several smaller ones ; National Route

No l and亡he railwaY run through the province from

Nor皿to Sou山. A rice bowI of Central Trung Bo,

Binh Dinh possesses 75,000 ha of cultivable plains. Phu

Phong and An Thuong are famous for their silk-

WeaVmg.

The province has more coconut palms than anY

Other in Trung Bo. Copra feeds a soap-I皿king

industrY.

Binh Dinh still has manY VeStigcs of CI】am Culturc :

Do Ban citadel, Vang, Bac, Canh Tien towers and the

ancient citadel of An Nhon, forrhorlY CaPital of亡he

PrOVince.
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Qui Nho血

Built on a peninsula, Qui Nhon por亡is the fifth

largest ci亡Y Of South Vie亡Nam.

Population ‥ 215,000 inhabi亡ants.

The militarY POrt, an importan=ogistic base, CatC-

red for a major part of the needs of the US and Sai-

gon亡roops in the TaY NguYen Highlands.

Stratcgic HighwaY 19 1inks Qui Nhon to PIciku and

to Stung Treng in Northoaslem Cambodia. A branch-

1ine of the raiLwaY COmeC[s the citY With the former

Trans-Indochina RailwaY.

The ci亡Y airfield, aCCC'SSible to huge US transpoIf

Planes, formed along with Phu Cat and Go Quanh,

the base camP Of the First, Second and Sixth Air For-

Ce Of the Saigon Second MilitarY Region,

Hjs亡orjca」 da亡a

At the end of the 18th centurY, thc highlands of

Binh Dinh served as the springboard of the TaY Son

Movement led bY the national hero NguYen Hue. The

port of Thi Nai (Qui Nhon) was the scene of famous

naval battlleS.

1885-1888 : The Can Vuong Movement, COnductcd

bY Mai Xuan Thuong, mObilized t‘he ethnic minori七ics

against the Frenoh.

1908 : Peasant movement agains亡taxeS.

The revolutionarY mOVement led bY the Indochincsc

Communist PartY Which ha,d broad support in the
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province, Culminated in the general insurrection of

Augus亡1945.

In thc pcriod 1945-1954, Binh Dinh which formed

part of the liberatcd region of the 5t’h Interzone was

an important rescrve of human and material resour-

ces for the Resisねnce.

1959: Popular uprising at Ta Loc and Ta Lcc in

亡he commune of Vinh Hicp, district of Vinh Thanh. The

movement spread t‘O eVerY Part Of t’he province.

1964 : All strategic hamlets were demolished and

lOO,000 inhabitants liberat’ed.

Dece)mber 1964 : Liberation of An Lao district.

1965-1966 : The PLAF defeated a US column in the
′Five-Arrow′　counter-Offensivc of Westmoreland and

inflicted serious Iosses on the First Air CavalrY Divi-

Sion and South Korean mercenaries.

Binh Dinh, One Ofでhe provinces on which the US-

Saigon troops concen調a-ted their main effort’S′　WaS

never ′′pa。ified’’bY them.

1968 Te亡Offensive : a SeCtion of Qui Nhon citYfell

into PLAF hands.

1972 : Three districts were liberated : Hoai Nhon,

Hoai An and Vinh Thanh.

SAIGON TROOPS DEBACLE SEEN BY THE

INTERNATIONAL, PRESS

On the Highla11ds

Rc扉e王・ (Saigon, March 20) :

・ノThe battle of Bu6n Me Thudr, nOW emerging as

one of the most crucial of t.he entire Viet Nam war,

was the pivotall con亡est in the swift chain of events

that have le'd to皿e Saigon govemment′s Ioss of con-

trol in much of Central Viet Nam, aCCOrding to se-

¥▼eral militarY analYStS here.

′′The decisive moment, SaYS One PrOfessional obser-

ver, Came When Saigon′s commandelrS ruShed the equi-

valent of an entire division-SOme lO,000 men-in

a vain effort to drive back the communist thrustinto

Bu6n M台Thu6t’’.

AFエ( (Saigon, March 12) :

・′The attack agains‥he town during the night of

SunldaY tO MondaY WaS led bY mOntagmrd tribesmen

daiming t.o be members of ‘′FULRO’’(United Front



for the Liberation of Oppressed Races) and bY

units of the South Vietnamese National Liberation

Front (NLF)

‘′…At daYbreak, the sma11 armed FULRO groups

Were joined bY Viet Cong units supported bY tanks‥.

all (the attackers) were FULRO and Viet Cong belon-

ging to Iocal regiments.

′’It appelarS t‘hat the first to enter Bu6n Me Thu6t

Were the montagn音a音rds. TheY Were the ones who opened

the waY for t’he local Viet’nameSe COmmunists.

AP (Saigon, March 22, 1975) :

‘’The loss of t’he Central Highlands cities of Pleiku

and Kontum was a pa正icularlY bit亡er pill because' nO亡

a shot was fired for either of them.′′

AFP, Saigon, March 19.

’′OnlY ten daYS after the attack of the communist

forces against the small town of Bu6n Me Thu6t on

the High Plateaus of Central Viet Nam, the map of

the Second MilitarY Region covcring twelve province・S

along a north-SOuth axis over 4OO kilometres Iong, has

been upset.

′′ApparentlY irreversible in the hinterland provin-

CeS Of that Second MilitarY Region, the situation of

govemmental troops in some coastal provinces js

di租cult…

′′That unprecedented modifica亡ion of the militarY

map in Central Viet Nam ha,S, in a few daYS, affected

500,000 inhabitant’S Of the border provinces who

lOこう

mostlY lived either in the provincilal capitals or in the

immediate surrounding areas till then under govem-

ment cont.rol.’’

In Hue

UPI, Saigon, March 19

‘′Govemment authorities urged more than 300,000

civilians to flee the former imperial capital of Huc

and the residents of the citY left WednesdaY for safc

haven to the sout.h, field reports said.”

USJS, Washington, March 20

‘′In what apparentlY is the wors[ Setback in亡hree

decades of warfare in Vie亡Namタでhe Sout‘h Vietna-

me‘Se CitY Of Hue has been abandoned bY gOVemment

forces a,nd civilians and communis亡troops have gain-

ed contro宣of eight south Vietnamese provinces.’’

At Da Nang

UPI Saigon, March 29

′‘ Govemment COmmanders and US o距cials Satur-

daY eVaCuated Da Nang and the situation in South

viet Nam′s second largest citY is considered hopeless′

militarY SOurOeS Said.

′′The sourc。S Said there had been a total breakdown

of discipline among govemment trOOPS at Da Nang

and at least lOO,00O soldiers, marines and rangers

Were in complete disarraY.

107



‘′All communications-With t.he exception of a

Single civillan　亡elex-Were Ios亡　OVemight with Da

Nang.
′′Thci loss of Da Nang would be the worst defeat of

the Indochina war for the South Vietnamese~ (the

Saigon administra亡ion).

UPI Saigon, March 29

′′MilitarY SOurCeS in Saigon sald the situation was

hopeless.

“The loss of Da Nang would be the wors亡defeat

for the govemment in the historY Of thc・ Indochina

War’’,

ReL高Cr, Saigon March 30 :

′’An enormous-but dem。ralized and disorganis-

ed-gOVelmment force estima亡ed at nearlY IOO,OO0

tlOOPS Of a,ll kinds was believed to have been cut o鮎

after resistance crumbled.

’′ThcY included some of the bes亡units the govern-

ment has-men from the marines, the range’rS and

the respected First InfantrY Division among ot.hers:′

AFP, Saigon March 30

One hundred thousand govemmental troops t.hrown

in complete disorga音niza亡ion, anarChY and panic have

Surrendered without resistance…　With　亡heir arms and

baggage, including armourcd vehides and art.i11erY

Pieces.’’
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AFP, March 30

“It was the indescribable frenzied panic which hとIS

caused the ca‘taSlrophe of Da Nang・’’

UPI, March 20

′‘I am absolutelY CCrtain Sout’h Viet Nam will co上

1apse, but it wi11 not end there.’’

Robert Thompson, eX-milltarY adviser

of∴亡he White House, BBC radlO

in亡ervieヽV.



AFTER LIBERA’I‘ION

IN LIBERATED BUON ME THUOT

NobodY in Buon Me Thuot could have believeld i【1

SuCh a rapid transformation of the亡OWn.

The clentre Of the citY, for about l,5　kilometres

On eVerY Side, WaS enCIosed behind a cordon of posts

and barracks. To the South was the headquarters of

the 23rd Division adjoining the officers’ residential

area, the subsector of the provincial militia, and the

Prison. The militarY SeCtOr, With i[s air strip, StretChed

from North to East up亡Oしhe command post of the

45th Regiment and its base camp. To the West‥ the

barracks o=lle armOured regiment and the artillerY

battalion spreading over an area as large as that of

the whole civilian qua巾er. The Mai Hac De muni亡ions

depo亡, Situated in the South West of t.he citY, Can give

SOme idea of the importance of Buon Me Thuot in the

defensive sYStem Of the Cen亡ral Highlands ‥ it was

l.5 km long bY 800m wide or half亡he area of the

Civilian qua巾er.
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Ir onlY tOOk a few dozen hours for a11 this powerf"l

arrangement to collapsc. Now′ high in an azure skY・

floats the liberation flag with its gold star in the centre,

marking the his亡Oric daY Of = March 1975 when thc

armed forces and population of Buon Me Thuot became

maSterS Of the town.

BY 14 March, the water suppIY WaS back to normaL

its fomer workers havlng rePaired the machine and

Pipc sYStem.

On 16 March, after a mccting between the PRG

representa亡ive, Mr. NguYen Quang Chinh, the head an(l

deputY heads of t.he Education Office and 200 teachers′

the seconJdarY and primarY SChooIs reopen-ed・ Teachers

and students set to work to put their schooIs back in

good order and to dig air-raid shelters.

The same daY Mr. Dang Tran Thi, Vice-President of

the Federation of Workers for the Liberation of South

Viet Nam headed a delega亡ion on a welcoming visit to

workers’trade unions.

The headquart.ers of the RevolutionarY Commi亡tee is

alwaYS full of people. Intellectuals come t.o o任er their

services. Dr. Le Kim Son, With the help of health

cadres, has go七　the hospitals working again ; the

consultation rooms arle mOre皿merOuS than before

lO March. The representa亡ives of various religious

beliefs welcome the revolutionarY gOVemment’s policY

of religious freedom・ Businessmen′　manlagerS Of

sawmills, tranSPOrt COmPanies′ Prin亡ing presses・・・ COme

t-O aSk to be supplied wit.h raw materials and

fueL Some Frenchmen, WOrking in rubbcr and coffec
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Plantations t.um up to ask authorization t.o continuc

their activitics.

On 16 March too, the markets are held as usual. Th(う

next daY nearlY all t-he shops reopen. Traffic is heavY

along the stree亡S. From亡he plantations people come †o

StOCk up on consumer goods. The population keeps

awaY from t.he town centre as a safeguard against

bombing raids.

Sc]f-management COmmittees - COmmittees of thc

POPulat.ion’s representatives - are Set uP. People flock

there to pu=heir names on the Stat.e lists, aSk for
a]lowances or simpIY tO get information.

To avoid long queues, Wr音itt.en statements arc

distribut-ed to them・ The YOung PeOPle and schoo上

Children form a crowd of willing volunt.eers. TheY

explain the reconciliation policY Of the PRG亡O t.hc

families of fomer soldiers and encourage亡hem t-O

recall fheir ncar ones. Numerous officlerS and men of

the Sa音igon amY hand over their ams ; theY are give強

a good reception bY the Liberation se。uritY forces. Y

Le-Pinh′ an Ede minoritY IWOman, has brought in her

husband′ fomerlY a SOldier in t.he Saigon armY. Those

Who have crossed over give active cooper音ation to the

SCCuritY forces in defending Lhe ci亡Y and searching out

recalci亡rant Saigon agents. Saboteurs have been puni-

Shed before theY Were able to do anY damage.

On 18　Marlch′　One Week aft.er liberation, the

RevolutionarY Committee of Darlac Province and the

MilitarY Administrative Committ.ee of Buon Me Thuo亡

made a public appearance before hundreds of

representatives of the e亡hnic minori亡ies and d距erenで

SOCial strata. CoIonel Y BIoc Eban at t.heir head,
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PrOClaimed the establishment of revolutionarY POWef,

the beginning of a new order. He called on thc

POpulation, made up of different minorities, tO remain

united sc that life could go back to normal, tO

heighten their vigilance and de亡ermination tO SmaSh

anY att.empt and act of sabotage and a=he same time

to develop production and the building of a new life

It had been w正h emotion皿at, SeVeral daYS earlier,

the inhabiねn亡S Of Buon Me Thuot had lcam亡　of the

appoint’ment Of CoIonel Y BIoc Eban, a SOn Of Darlac.

TodaY, Seeing him moun=he rostrum, malnY delegates

from t.he ethnic minorities were unable t.o con亡ail〕

themselves and wept for joY. For, from todaY, under

t’he revolutionarY POWer, the equalitY Of t’he et’hnic

minorities, in the great familY Of Viet Nam has become

a realitY.

QLJan DoI Nhan Dan correspondent’s

cable from Buon Me Thuo[

I entered Hue with our troops. The liberated c申′

was in a joYful mood. The s亡reaming crowd mingle〔1

With the bicYCles, hondas, CarS, a11 along Tran Hung

Dao, NguYen Tri Phuong, NguYen Hue Streets′　O調

Trang Tien, Bach Ho and Cau Moc bridges. EverYWhere′

the red and blue flag with its golden star floated gailY

in the breeze to welcome the 26 March, historic date
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Of the liberation of Hue and the province of

Thua Thien.

What joY, What emotion I fel亡to see again mY

COmPa亡riot’S Of Hue, tO read their happiness in their

looks and their smiles. The Perfume River is no Ionger

O、′erflowing with telarS, aS the poets used to saY ; its

limpid waters are blazing with the red of the flags. Hue

is bright under t.he spring sunshine. Walking. along

Tran Hung Dao St’ree亡, I was just in front of the

Phu Van Lau pavilion when a det-aChment of the

Pc`OPle’s Armed Forlces passed bY. Seeing the PRG

flags hoisted on亡he t-urrets Of亡heir tanks the people

gathered around our fighters, Ca11ing out good wishes

to t.hem・ An ol)d woman, On her waY tO Dong Ba

market’, tOOk me bY the arm, On　亡he verge of

tearS-′′Oh mY dear son, We have been long音ing for

this daY for YearS’’, MY eYeS, tOO, began to water.

The market was full of customers. Young women

Wit’h flowing rose or violet robes were s亡rolling around

the food sellers displaYing the traditional dishes of Huc.

On Dong Ba bridge, lines of baskets of still wriggling

Shrimps and loads of fresh vege亡ables were coming

from t’he outskirts. Like Dong Ba and An Cuu the other

markets were crowded wi亡h joYful buYerS from the

fjrst daY.

Some districts still bore traces of the enemY‘s

PreCipitate flight ‥ militarY ¥′ehicles abandoned where

lheY StOOd with storles of rice there hadn’t been亡ime to

Plunder.

The traffic WaS VerY heavY all along NguYen Tri

Phuong, NguYen Hue, and Phan Boi Chau Avenues. A

l14

student ahead of me tumed to shake hands with me

and we started talking. He spoke of the struggle carried

on over the last few daYS, before the liberation of the

t.own bY the studen亡S and the population. The enemY

were forcing the people to flee with them to Da Nang

and rounding up students under Saigon’s general

mobilization order. LY An Lien, a hairdresser in An

Cuu quarter told me that t.he price of a bus ticke=o

Da Nang rose to 15,000 - 20′OOO piastres∴‘Most. of the

workers and inhabitants of Hue would have rather

died than be forced to evacuate. We s亡ruggled in

different waYS tO St’aY in the town and wai亡for the

arrival of the liberation troops.’’

These daYS there is an atmosphere of enthusiasm in

mY quarter, he went on. The YOung PeOPle are JOmlng

up in the self-defence units. Workers′　Budldhists′

st.uden亡S are eagerlY taking part in public affairs.

On Trang Tien bridge, Where we were, I saw cars

PaSSmg flYing PRG flags and bamers. The pure voice

Of a woman announcer came over亡he loudspeaker.

′′On 26 March,亡he PeopIc’s RcvoluでionarY Committee

Of Hue city was formed. The represent‘atives of the

town’s forces of peace and na亡ional reconc-iliation havc

also made亡heir firs亡Public appearance:’

Insi¥de the old citadel I found thc first newIY-Created

Self-defence units, gOing ou亡On Pa亡rol and ensuring

order and security in the streets. A new recruit, NguYen

Van Ban, a PuPil at the Gia Hoi SecondarY School,

t‘O]d me ‥ ′′I am overjoYed to welcome in the revolution.

Before I did not know wha=jfe would have in store
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for mc. MY familY WaS VerY POOr. Now I am going to

WOrk mY hardest to build t’his chY and defend the

revolutionarY POWer ’′

TRAN MAI HUONG

G,al Ph〇月g (Liberation) Press AgcncY

COr「eSPOnden亡in Thua Thien-Hue

DA NANG : THE FIRST DAYS OF FREEDOM

On 29 March, at 3 o’cIock in the aftemoon, Da Nang,

SeCOnd largest citY Of South Viet Nam, WaS liberated. BY

d堆erent art-eries, Phuoc Tuong, Thanh Khe, NguYen

Truong To... t’he PLAF fighters entered the town to the

Cheers of hundreds of t-housands of Da Nang citizens.

A li-ne Of cars, the PRG coIours streaming in the wind,

CrOSSOd the Trinh Minh The bridge over t-he Han River,

StOPPlng eVerY nOW and th3n in response to the

Cheering crowds of people. The old women had t-ears in

their eYeS.

′′Stop a minute, mY SOnS,’’one old man cried, ‘′please

let me jus=ook a=he flag of the Front !’’

Too farawaY亡O COme dose to the convoY, he contenト

ed himself wit.h gazing at this sYmboI of the revolution

from a distance, and burst into fresh weeping.

At one street corner the fighters found themselvcs

亡ightlY Su音rrOunded bY dozens and dozens of people

Offering rice, refreshment.s. Townspeople and children
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flocked around them as though theY Were dear friends

jしtSt retumed from a long absence.

The affection and brotherhoo〔1 expressed亡OWards

the combatants bY the population is not a new groWth・

。a Nang -the home town of great patriots like Hoang

Dieu and Thai Phien, Where, a CenturY agO, Ong Icn

Khiem launched t-he first resist-anCe against the Frcnch・

has alwaYS been a revolutionarY CitY. Just before the

town was liberated, nearlY 2,000 Saigon soldiers from

the Hoa Cam training centre mutinied and joineld thc

ranks of t.he Revolution. And in several quarters′ A11

Hai South, An Hai North, Nang Thai′ Nai Nghia′ t-he

population rose up in cor]Cert With the self-defence

units and seized power even before the flight of thc

enemY. On the moming of the 29th′ the American con-

sulate in 6O Bach Dang Street was taken bY aSSault bY

thousands of insurgents.

Arrivmg in the citY in the first hours af亡er liberation

I was carried awaY bY t.he general exhilaration・ PRG

flags were everYWhere・ from Phuoc Tuong base to Non

Nuoc strongpOint′ from the airport a亡Thai Binh beach

to the Son Tra peninsula・ AIong Thanh Khe′ Hung

Vuong, Dong Khanh St.reet.s… a flood of people was

s†reaming int.o National Road No l. TheY had come

from Hue anld Qualng Tri, forced to follow the enemY

in his fligh=o Da Nang. Now theY Were heading back

to their homes. On the Han River rows of mot-Or boats

wi亡h a mul批ude of waving red pennants. The elec亡r王-

citY and water suppIY WaS nOrmal・ In front of the Cit‘Y

I-Iall, in Bach Dang St.rleet′ nOt far from the still buming

American Consulate, a YOung militia woman carrYmg

a rifle was standing guard. At her feet were dozens of
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t_Om up pOrtraits of NguYen Van Thieu, SCa忙ered in

t.hc mud.

A man shout.ed over to the fighters鵜′′We are so

happY tO Slee YOu ! I′ve suffered so much for so Iong !

Bu亡now′亡hanks to t.he Revolution,亡hanks t.o Uncle

Ho!〃

He lWaS a fisheman, living near the An Chanh dunes.

How manY O亡hers were repeating the same words a[

that time !

Life rapidlY returned to normal. People′s Revolution-

arY Comm柾ees were set up in town quarters and dis-

tricts. Markets reopened・ Hundreds of people joined

the citY Self defence units. The Cathedral bells sounded

the noontime angelus. The murmur of praYerS tO the

beat of t.he亡OCSin rose again from t.he Pho Da pagoda.

In liberated Da Nang the workers once more became

masters of their life" In皿e harbour two welders, Cu

and Vo′ red bands on亡heir ams and rifles over their

Shoulders, Were gOing亡he rounds. A nat.ive of Hue, Cu

has been set.tled in Da Nang for a long time, and rea-

dilY tells all he has endured under the US-Thieu YOke.

He had just been adm柾ed, at his own requesL into a

Self-,defence unit.

A driver′ Le Duc Loc′ also t.alked about the pas亡. ′‘J

Paid a hundred thousand piast-res to escape forcible

COnSCr音iption into亡he Thieu armY. We have longed for

YOu daY and night. I went at once to the RevolutionarY

Comm柾ee t’O Offer mY Services as driver.′′

In his car′ Loc took us on a亡Our Of ′′his′′ toIWn.

For manY Da Nang is also a ′′rediscovery′′. Lam

Dong′ t.he press photographer who accompanied me,
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had, 29 YearS agO, SPen亡five YearS in Da Nang prison・

TodaY, he was recording the images of the liberated

town with his heart alS muCh a§ With his camera. Vinh

An, t.OO, a YOung girl, had grown up in Da Nang’s first

dist.rict and gone to Da Nang girls′ SecondarY Schooi′

before leaving for the resistance" Now she was back as

a cadre of the Propaganda Commission・ She could not

hold back her joY. Dressed in her best cIothes-black

trousers, black robe and beige overcoat-She was

going round the citY CarrYing thc Giai Phong press

photographer on [he back of her familY mOPed. From

time亡O time she had to stop to saY hello to some old

acquaintance.

′′It’s like a dream’′, She told me. ‘′For thi巾Y YearS

we,vc bccn dI-eaming of this moment. It’s the happ音iest

daY Of mY life.”

Da Nang s担1 bore manY traCeS Of the enemY’s rapid

flight. EverYWhere YOu COuld see abandoned arms′

ammunition, tanks, and jeeps. ManY aircraft painted

with US or Saigon emblems were s皿parked on the

vas亡airfield. In 1965, On 8 March, the first GIs hald

disembarked on the Son Tra peninsula. On 29 March

1973, Without anY fanfare, the last GI qu距ed our coun-

trY. This Year in t.he mont.h of March t.ens of thousands

of Thieu t.rooplS from t.he First and Third InfantTY Divi-

sions. the “Marines′′ and the ′′Rangers’’were wiped out

or forced to surrender. The sight of some YOung PLAF

fighters cha旺ng cheerfu11Y in front of the NguYen Tri

Phuong barracks came to mY eYeS- Here had been the

Hea音dqua巾ers Of ArmY Corps I′ Where General Ngo
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Quang Truong had ordered his men to hold Da Nang

to the end. (BY the time this breath-taking declaration

had appeared ih the Saigon papers, Ngo Quang Truong

had alreadY t_aken fligh亡). Fo11owing a liberation fighter,

I en亡ered t’he General’s former o班ce, On山e first floor

Of the right wing. EverYthing gave an impression of

Panic. The floor was s亡rewn wi亡h opera亡ional maps,

document’S, books, Photos… The pennan亡With i亡S three

StarS (Truong was a three-Star general) was upside-

down on the ground ; under the table laY his portrait,

dirtY and crumpled. The YOung COmbatan亡, his eYeS

gleaming with malice, Seaでed himself down in the chair,

Wjth its three stars. I picked up a book at random : Bao

工,擁mIen Trtノng (Tempes亡　OVer Central Viet Nam).

Wha七an appropriate t証Ie !

For Da Nang the t’emPeSt is over and the daY ha3

dawned. This moming the su音n is shining over亡he tow〕1

and por亡Wilth a specia=ight. A new life is beginning.

TRAN NIAI

C了a」 Pl]Ong (Liberation) Press AgencY‘s

COrreSPOndent.
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