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PRI]FACI]

「I「he 20th anniversary Ofthc libcration of South Vict-

nam and thc rcunification ofthc country (∧pri1 30, 1975

- ^pri1 30, 1995) has rcccntly bccn ccIcbrated in IIo Chi

Minh (「ity and throughout Victnam.

「rwcnty ycars is not such a long passagc of time ln

thc history of a city or a nation. I」owevcr’during this

pcriod thc autho「ities and the pcopIc of IIo (1hi Minh

(「ity havc ovcrcome the aflcrmath o白he past and the

scrlOuS SOCio-eCOnOmic crisis fu11 ol’numcrl冊difficul-

tics and challcnges. Thcy managcd to mainlaln the lcad-

1ng rOIc of thc city as an important national and

intcrnational economlC, Cultural and tradc ccntre in

Victnam and in thc reglOn.

皿e trcnd of thc positive dcvelopment o白hc Clty

is irrevcrsiblc. Yc=hc clty is facing many questions

to bc rcsoIvcd. ror thosc who are intcrcstcd in its past’

prescnt and futurc this collcction is being published by

Thc GIOi l)ublishcrs・ It includcs spccchcs, lntervicws and

rcsearch work by thc Party.s and the State’s Icaders’thc
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lamous hlStOrian, Dr. Nguycn Khac Vicn, and othcr wit-

nesses to hi高)ry.

Wc arc haPPy tO Orfer you this b。Ok

May 1995

The Gioi I)ublishcrs - =anoi

IN THE INTEREST OF THE BUILI)ING AND

DEVELOPMENT OF HO CHI MINH CITY

原:Cerpt/Om /he岬eech df,llVerC,d by Mr

TrL伽g TゐSang, ParIy Central Co研ml-

1ee member, Deputy Secreclary〆/he

Clly ParIy Comm研ee, Chalrman qf /he

C砂People,s Comm腔e, On Apr‘l jO,

199_5　- 1he　20[h am川er5ary Qr /he

C砂’∫ /Jberal~On C'nd May Day

Twcnty years ago’On Apri1 30’1975’a=l.30 a.m. to

thc checrful shouts ofthe cntirc peopIc and army・ the gl(ト

rious flag of our country fluttcrcd over thc roof o白hc last

f証rcss o白hc Sal (fon rcglmC’annOunClng thc complele

victory o白hc Ifo Chf Minh campalgn, thc pcak o白he

Sp「ing 75’s gencral atlack and uprlSlng. ′「he 30-yCar S血g-

glc Ib「 national salvation recordcd t(血I vict(申

…Right aIler libcration’We bcgan to hcal thc wounds

of war, rCStOrCd production’CarCd ft)r thc pcopIc’s life’

bu出and protccted the City. 「I‘his is a primary objcctivc

sct by thc l)arty, administra-ion and peopIc of thc City

at a timc whcn such a large (‘ity - thc enemy’s ncrve

centrc ofthe war in thc rccent past - COnfr。ntCd hun-

drcds of thousands of qucstions wilh untold consc-

qucnccs‥ an eC岨)my Paraly7Cd by war’mi11ions of
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unempIoyed, raglng SOCial cvils and a ’’while bell zone’’

fu11 of bomb craters and mines laid a11 ovcr suburban

districts. ‥

…In a §hort pe壷od of a few posトWar yearS, the

ecQn呼梯灘ty押dually restored and devcloped; the po-

1itica] situation stabilized; the material and cultura十Iife

Of different social strata, mainly poor working people,

improved step by step. But like the rest of血e country,

the City experienced a difficult stage, including the con-

SequenCeS Of a concentrated, bureaucratic, Subsidized

mechanism・ Like other locaIities, the Party, the admini-

Stration and people ofthe City endeavoured to bring into

Play the spirit of ’’courage to think and to act’’, tO bear

responsibility, tO Seriously and realistically draw lessons

from their experiences and organize a break-through in

rcnovation of the economic mechanism. They accelerated

the development of production and successfully cared

for the people’s lives. AIong with other provinces and

Cities of the country, the City made contributions to the

all-rOZ‘n(1 renovatlon policy initiated by the Sixth Party

Congress (1986), thcn reamrmed and developed by the

Seventh Party Congress.

Ovc「 thc past twenty years, the City has had a dash

O「 Vigour and ethusiasm, Particularly over the recent ten

years with the implementation of the renovation line, thc

building and defence of the City has bccome more∴eX-

Citing・ 「「he open-door policy, the socalisトOriented multi-

SeCtOr eCOnOmy OPerating along the market mechanism

and the diversified, multilateral foreign policy constitute

lO

a new gust ofwind and bmg enthusiasism to five million

inhabitants who feel more at ease in eamlng their living,

in e11riching themselves and their country. Being aware of

the renovation of their Homeland, OVerSeaS Vietnamese

have actively contributed their capital, drive and inte11i-

gcnce to the building ofthe City and country.皿e are more

and more foreign countries investing and establishing eco-

nomic cooperation with血e City. The socio-CCOnOmic po-

tcntial is being aroused; all economic sectors arc actively

operating’many Sacio-eCOnOmic infras皿Cture WOrks have

been built; industrial zones, nCW-POPulated areas and ur-

banized reglOnS are raPidly developmg. All o「 this has

brought profound changes and very im重rortant initial

achivements which serve as the basis for morc rapid

Changes to the City in the next stage.

As a large economic center in Vietnam and the re-

glOn, the City has bcen playmg’a=he∴Same time’the

role of a multi-function ccnter. Ovcr the past twenty

years, thc GDP has increascd ove「 three timcs and GDP

per capita over twofold. Since 1990’the socio-eCOnOmic

situation has come out ofreccssion stagc and the rate of

investment by all economic sectors increased ninefoId of

which forelgn investment accounts for 30%, With both

sourccs of capital havlng a tendency to increase quickly‘

「「he socio-eCOnOmic infrastructure has experienced

changes for the better in the inner City and suburban

areas, CrCating favorable conditions for cconomic’Cul-

tural and social developmcnt. The amual avcragc eco-

nomic growth rate reached 12.5%, thc GDP pcr capita,
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810 USS in 1994, CVery year OVCr 100,000 persons are

CmPIoyed’gradua11y rcduclng the uncmpIoyment ratc.

「「hc annual incrcasc of cxport of ove「 15% has 。Ctivcly

COntributed to the gcncral balance of paymcnts o白hc

COuntry and prlCCS havc becn rclativcly stab11i7ed.

With a population accounting for 6.4% and 7.3% of

thc country’s labour forcc, the City has contributed 19%

Of GDP and 28% of the Statc budge=o the succcss餌

building of thc country.

Together with cconomic developmcnt, the City has

always attachcd impo「tance to cultural dcvelopment, tO

the raisc of the cultura=evcI of the pcople, CSPeCia=y

those living ln rCmOte arCaS. Literaturc and art, informa-

tion and the prcss havc incessantly developcd and met

thc requlrCmCntS Ofcconomic growlh and thc diversificd

nccds of all soclal strata, PartlCularly the youth. Educa-

tlOn and traimng have bccn paid due attention; thc num-

bcr of gcncral cducation and univcrsity students hase

incrcascd. Thc care for thc peopIc,s health has bccn suc-

CeSSful, thc numbcr of beds and doctors rapidly incrcas-

1【1g’the rate of poor patients who are treated free of

Charge has also increased・ 「丁hc prlmary hcalth care and

the gymastic and sport movcmcnt havc also galnCd mo-

mentum among the pcopIc.

A grcat numbcr ofmass movemcnts havc lefl favou手

able lmPrCSSions on thc pcopIc’s minds over the past

twenty ycars: thc movcmcn=o cncouragc study, tO raise

funds to sponsor talented poor students and to sponsor

young talcnted students in lheir studies. “看’hc movcmcnt
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to eliminate faminc and rcduce poverty, Which inhcrits

and dcvclops thc good cthics of thc Vietnamcsc, has

rcccived ‘lo雄nS Of billion dongs contributed by all so-

eial strata to help onc another and has crcated jobs for

dozens of thousands of poor houscholds. ∧s a rcsult,

famine has basi叫Iy ended and part of the population

has become better off “rhank to thc houslng PrOgrarmC,

thc arca per capita is now 7 sq.m. as against 5 sq.m in

1990 and cvcry year ovcr two mi11ion square mctres of

houslng are buil仁I“hc movcmcn=o construct '一gratitudc

houscs” has crcated some thousands of nats thanks to

the contribution madc by the populacc工Jp to now工hc

houslng queStion fo十一policy bcneficiaries一一has bcen fun-

damentally soIvcd. Many living quarters have bcen

beauti皿y rebui看t and have brought a new life to poor

people who had to live miserable lives in the slums. As

rcgards suburban rural areas, Which wcrc seriously

devastatcd in thc war, nOW 98% ofconmuncs havc cIcc-

tricity; a number ol’communcs have impIcmcntcd thc

Clectrification programmc, bringlng elcctricity to house-

holds, COntributing to thc lmPrOVemCnt O白he matcrial

and intc=cctua=ife of the inhabitants living ln rCmOtC

areas and rcvolutionary bascs.

Over the past twenty years, the City has always been

a targe=o be destroyed by anti-Vietnamese forces. With

thc undaunted t「adition of our peopIc, With thc wisdom,

CrCaliveness and couragc o白hc PcopIc,s Armcd forccs,

We always care for national defencc’unCeaSlngly con-

SOlidatc our forccs’hcighten rcvolutionary vigiIancc,
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fimly sccure political and social order and resolutely

defend peace餌construction and successful rcnovation.

On thc path of construction and defchcc of the City,

many typical exampIcs have bccn set in al‖ields. Various

strata of pcople’gOVCrnment Officials and army men’ln-

dividuals and co11ectives belonglng tO many generations

and being trained by different sources have made evcry

cffort, have unitcd to overcome difficulties and hard-

ships and finnaly have scored thc present achivemcnts.
“rhe loftiest is that living ln the Ho Chi Minh cr肴thcy

know how to reaffirm themselves and advancc forward,

for the benefit of the lofty idcal・

On behalfof the Party Conrmittcc, Adminlu血ti‘)nand

Fatherland Front ofthe City, I warmly congratulate lhcsc

grcat accomplishments and expIoits recorded in all fields

by a11 strata of the people’gOVemment Officials and ar-

mymcn in thc building and defence of the glorious City.

I would likc to express sincere congratulations to those

P「OVinces and cities which havc scored fine achivem町ts

and have drawn varied and rich lcssons; I also wish;to

exprcss deep gratitude of froternal feclings, WhoIc-

hearted support and unfettered assistance from the whole

country extended to this city over thc pas=wcnty years.

Dear countrymen,

Dear comrades and friends,

In twenty years of the building and defchce of the

City, all levels’branches and strata of the people have

firmly maintained political stability which se「ves as a

Steady foundation for economic development and the

improvement of the people’s lives. At the same time

they have done their utmos=o gradua=y bring the City

Out Ofthe socio-eCOnOmic crisis, tO glVe it a fair growth

rate and to c「eatc bright prospects for爪e City to entcr

a ncw highcr developmcnt stage in thc final years ofthis

Century. Thcy have madc a wo「thy contribution to cnter,

along with the whoIc country, the pcriod (一子当ndustriali-

狙tl‘)n and modernization’’and to narr。W the gap, the

lagging behi髄, in comparison with othcr cities and

COuntries of the reglOn.

Our City, Dong Nai and Ba Ria-Vung Tau constitute

the core’the motivc force of developmcnt of the key

economic area in South Victnam’Ofwhich HCM City

is developlng aS a multi-functil)nal.ctc「言ndustry,

SCicnce, teChnoIogy’COmmerCe, financc, Culture and

SCrVices center, an important exchangc place with thc
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outsidc world. I十om a very low sta山ng pom=n COm-

parision wlth thc su「rounding citics∴O白hc rcglOn and

with a sensc of rcsponsibility towards thc∴COuntry’from

now up to the year 2000, WC are dctermmCd to rcach a

stablc avcragc amual growth ratc of 15% and upwards.

We are dctcrmincd to incrcasc GDP pcr capita to l,500

しJS$ in 2000, i.c. to crcatc a twofold inc「case as com-

parcd with 1994 and to Iowcr the uncmpIoymcnt ratc to

5%. We will augmcnt cxport and forclgn CurrCnCy SCrv-

ices thrce fbld as agalnSt 1994 and tightly contro=m-

ports, ln Ordcr to make thc domestic market healthy and

urgently prcpare thc ncccssary basis for thc ncxt stagc

of developmcnt a=hc bcginnlng Of the 21st ccntury.

More than evcr, thc City should have grcal dctem主

nation to cnsure the tempo of devcIopment, Wilh cco-

nomic growlh linked to social progress - thc usc or

domcslic resourccs bcing decisive and that of cxtcrnal

forccs, lmPOrtant - and to build thc (「ity ln COnft)rmity

with thc oトjcctivc of ’’a wcalthy pcople, StrOng COuntry,

fair and civill∠ed s。Ciety'一mffercnt strata ofpeople and

overseas countrymen should make every effort to expIoit

all domestic potentials and opportunities言ncluding the

expansion of cooperation with southem provinces` Cities

and the whole country, Which will scrve as the basis for

obtaining extcmal rcsources. We sha11 bc ready当o cIosc

thc past, tO Iook ft)rWard to thc fut一】rC当n thc intercst of

the objeetive o「 devel。Pment

16

Thc renovation and dcvel。PmCnt arC Closely assocl-

atcd with thc leadcrship (出hc Party, Wlth the 「encwal

and rco「gani7ation 。f thc l)arty・ 1he continしIed building

and pcrfection ofthc Statc in accordancc with thc 「cso-

lutions o白hc Party (売ntral Commi=cc.

To furlhcr thc imp「ovcmcnt o白hc capa℃ity ()f I)arty

leadershlP and cfrocicncy o白hc Statc adminis宜alion in

thc vital 「clations bctwccn thc Party, adminlStration and

lhe pcop!c・

Imbucd wlth UncIc =o‘s thought.一骨wc obtain thc

PCOPIc’ゝ Cし)nfidcncc’We Wlll bc ablc t。 do cvcrything"

(lilc「ally: We a「C nOt afraid ol‘ anything), WC chould do

Our best so tha=hc pcopIc bccome morc cl(朋1y con-

ncctcd with the Party ln aCCOrdancc with lhc splrit一一thc

I)a「ty bclicvcs thc pcopIc’thc pcopIc believc thc 】)arty'」

Gcncral Sec「ctary Do Muoi has ’一(,(Irn門子中(高/(ノ(/ ()n

a/l V子r/n(‘m…e Io gra5p Pr戸5l(/戸n/ /Ic) ChI M;nh’∫ /年毎

/hoI‘gh/, high!)一V(’/!‘戸/he gr偽/ ‘、a′バ〆, /初で/hぐg′I柄・(‘/

0母`所出I"~ a (・()mmのn One,戸limin(1t“・OmI,I予r萄,ん1[/・(}`l,

l。Ok /)川`(1r(I /c) /hc’互/L′I・P, //n(I /m子lc /nIo ()nr b/0高子n

/he /柄,r“/〆/h〆‘.鋤nlry rm(l ”(’/,C)n’’Mo「c than any-

One CIsc, PubllC ‘用Iclals and I)arty membc「s shoul(‖urn

thc abovc words lnlo feclings言houghts and dccd`. Wc

Wi= surely havc∴a neW丘)rCC, and galn neW Victo「lCゝ・

」n lhc immcdiate futurc’thcrc wi= bc grcat oppor-

tunitleS. Our country lics in a dynamic cconomic∴arCa O「

∧sia and thc I)aci」ic. ^dvantagc、 and big challengcs are

17



always intcrmlnglcd; WC a= should bc firm’Vigllant・

couragcous and intclligcn=o ovcrcome the challe`1geS・

makc thc most ofthc oppo血nlties, drive back thc dangers

and bring rcnovatlOn tO its final success in c。nf()rmily with

thc path chosen by Prcsidcnt Ho (「hi Minh - thc soclal-

isトOrienled path to peopIc‘s happmCSS.

*

*　　　　　*

INTERVIEW GIVEN BY THE

CHAIRMAN OF THE HO CHI MINH CITY

PEOPLE,S COMMITTEE TRUONG TAN SANG

TO ’’DAI D0AN K片T” REVIEW.

On thc 20th anni¥▼erSary O=lberatlOn O=he (‘lty

(^p「l1 30, 1975-^∫p11う0, 1995)

Corre5pOn壷,n’(C)・"在CC)r初g ,0 /he布v戸/c)I)mC,n[

plan `在he C了ly言n /he year 2000, /h戸‘ル帥g信n(。m戸

per caI,lta Jhall cx。c,eCJ /,000 us$" lyh(ll高の,‘/(/ 4,C, denぐ

10 reaCh /h了s ol扉。tive?

Chaiman Truong 「ran Sang ((’hairman). In thc 1991-94

pcriod, the averagc annual increasc ofG。P was 12・5%

over thc prcceding period (86-90)・虹pccia11y in 1994,

GDP inereased 14.5%, the avcragc pcr capita 810 USS.
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The figurcs prove tha=hc cconomic growth of thc

(「ity lS quitc stable and is incrcasing. “rhis growtl- is

associatcd with thc success rccordcd in thc∴SOCial

sphcrc j。b creation, gradual lmPrOVement Ofthe tcchnl-

cal-SOCia=nhastructurc, raislng thc quality of scrviees

related to scicncc and tcchnoIogy, Public hcalth, Cduca-

tion, trainmg, finance, CtC.

′rhcsc rcsults contitutc the starting pomtS for thc City

in making an all-Sidcd asscssmcnt of thc intcrnal and

cxtcrnal factors lo aCCelcrate thc (最y,s cc。nOmic growth.

on the basis ofthis assessmcnt, WC eStimatc that the aver-

agc GDP incrcasc from now to ycar 2000 is 15% and the

avcragc GDl) pcr capita will bc l,400-l,500 USS.

「l「。 rCaCh thesc projccted figurcs, thc City will havc

to follow systcmatic solutions‥

1. Invcstment capital:

From the prcscnt up to 2000, 12 bi冊onしJS$ 0白n-

vcstment capital arc rcquired to cnsurc thc avcragc an-

nual GDP increasc o「 15%. ^ccording to cstimatcs言hc

city must attract 50% o書、 domestic capital and 50% of

forelgn CaPital.

2. The renovation 。f dcvelopment planmng and r)rO-

g「a皿mg・

Bas。d on the dcvcIopment objectives ofplannlng and

prograrrming’i臨輔融od and content should be reno-

vated so as to conform to the movement of the markct

mechanism. Wc mus=ake thc imtiative in forccast and

19



inIて)rmalion, ShalI balance inter-branch o「icntatlOn and

PrOgram devdopmcnt ‘母cctives.

3. AdminlStrativc rc上i)rm and thc ↑raimng O「 a COn-

tigcnt o」当山nctionarics who arc ablc to mec=he requlrC-

mcnts o白hc Slatc administra{ion in the ncw stagc.

The Govcmmcn白S Carrylng Out a dccp rcform ofna-

tional ddministration in many frolds ln Order to ralSC thc

e佃oiency o上’social administration o白hc Statc machin-

Cry. Wjth regard to =(’M (吊y’this task is ol、particular

lmPOrtanCe and rcqulrCS tha=hc administration bc morc

CaPable and c佃cient. Wc wil=l)CuS On thc rearrangc-

ment o川1e adminlStrativc machincry, On thc improvc-

ment o「admmi血ativc fl)rmalities, On thc quick trainlng

an‘l re-Organisation o「 our contingcnt of functionaries.

4 ’l‘he imr)lementati。n Ol‘ c。nSistent’homogencous

Pulicieゝ　and meaゝurCS∴On the industriali′ati。n and

皿一derniノati(一n (一I‘ pr。duclion.

白rヽt吊“a=, We Wi= ll)CuS 。n mOdemi/al間1 0「the

ゝy、tem O子educatl()n and traimng and o白いし旧しh CCnlres,

On the ml)(le「ni/ati。n O白hc network o白nll)rm証iいn and

telecommしInications; the moderniノatl。n 。l‘ p「occゝSlng

and manufacturlng industry sector and o=echnology

uゝed m the State adminislration

5　Due∴attenlion is to be paid to thc plammg Ofhu-

【11an resoul“Ceゝ dぐvclopmenl in order t一一Crve beくくC=hc

PrOCeヽヽ O白ndu引riali′ation and modeml′a血)n.

ユ0

ーThe City is focuslng On reSearCh ofthe estimates of

the quantity, quality and structure of p「ofessional and

technical human resources required in each branch in or-

der to help orientate trainlng・

We will coordinate training organizations (supply)

With labour-uSing organizations (demand) to work out

trainmg plans to meet the req皿ement? Of socio-eCOnOmic

development. The city has a policy to foster and train a

COntigent of ’’grey-matter’’1abourers which const血te the

basis of the process of indrstrialization and mndemization.

C: Apart万om /he cconomic develqpmenら#om ”OW

to /he year 2000, are /here any other wrgent q〃eStions

10 be JOIved by Jhe cily Jo cnter /he 21sI centu′ツ?

Chairman: In recent years, HCM City has had a con-

tinuous and stable growth (On an aVerrage: 12・5% for the

1991-94 period)・

However, tO Obtain further GDP growth means atten-

tion has to bc paid to 3 indicators‥ namely, POPulation

growth rate, inflation and unempIoyment growth rate'

These are the presslng queStions to be soIved by the

City before entering the 2lst century:

- The basis for growth is not yet steady. Though the

annual average is 12.5%, the absolute level ofgrowth is

Still modest because of its very low starting polnt. In-

dustry which is the main sourcc ofgrowth is in an un-

Stable state. Thc industries which play the role of speeding

up thc process of industrialization and modemization of
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the (「1ty arC油l young and thc 「ate ofunempIoymcnt

lS Sli= hlgh (10%)・

- Thc scrvices scctor accounts」()r a high proportion

of thc City's G。I)’but its structurc is unbalanccd in

comparision with thc requlrCmenls ol‘urban and reglOnal

dcvelopmenしScrviccs to buslnCSS・ COrrmCrCe and hotels

aecount for a high propr-rtion (23.5%) whilc othcr scrvices

such鉛tranSPOrt, POStal, banking’financial, SCicncc・

technoIogy, 1nSuaranCC’CCOnOmic information’CtC.’makc

up a modest pa「t and do not crcatc a motivc forcc to acccl-

cratc thc process ofindustriali7ation and modcrnization

and imr)rOVe thc peopIc,s living conditions. On thc other

hand, CCOnOmic dev。opment has not yet creatcd a quali-

tatlVe factor ln CCOnOmic structural changc.

- Poor in正astructure is hindering thc cconomic dcvcl〇

°PmCnt O=IrM (「ity. A IoI of cfforl and invcstmcnt

capital arc rcquircd to gradua11y overcomc this wcak-

ness. with rcgard to social infra油ucture (cducatlOn’

tralning, Public health, SCicncc), inve油lent has been iI十

apr)rOPrlatC aS COmParCd w皿thc requlrCmCnt言告uCh

a la「gc (「it)′, and this IS a factor cau`lI-g rX剛hle剛Ing

behind in our pro,jcctcd position.

- Besldcs thlS I看(「M Clty Sli= has l(、 。VCrCOmC itゝ

high population growth rat?.

- -一、he ccoIoglCal cnvironmcnt i sllll weak though thc

scale∴Of lhe (宜y・s indしIStriali油i。n lS nO=a「ge・ It is

mainly due to thc ancmath o「 dcvelopment o白hc past

and othcr reaゝl)nS声uCh as a high populatl。n grOWlh rate,
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a lack ofjobs, thc low livlng standards and low Icvc】 01“

PCOPIc’s common background

The abovc qucst10nS Should bc scttlcd m thc ycars

to come and up to 2000 in ordcr t‘) CreatC a StCady and

lmPOrtanl trasilional pcriod ushc「ing m thc 21st ccn-

tury - the cra ofindustriali/atlOn and modcrni7ation of

the country.

C.・ Wo〃ld yo〃 Please glve J/5∴SOme COmmf,nl 。n /hf,

(・On/r軌#ion made by Jnlぐlle(、IL‘a亙p`llrloll( perSOnali-

/lf,S and over5C,a∫ Vi〆lmme∫f, /0 /he ‘1evelopmenl QI lhe

Cily Jn /he pa5t 20 years. /n /hc, ;mmedi"le力l〃re, Whal

わyo〃 /hl巌/hey高Il /九) /0 `、Onlr[b擁, /0 /he pro∫pぐrily

QrlhぐCily?

Clh“子rman・’With the correct policy of thc Pa「ty and

Slalc言ntc=cctuals, Pat「iotic pc「sonalitics and ove「scas

C。untrymCn havc madc activc countributions to thc

building and devclopment o「 the (“ity. 「「ogethcr wlth

othcr st「ata ofpeopIc, thcy havc rccordcd initial achive-

mcnls in thc∴COnStruCtion of thc (「ily. In ncw stagc ol‘

dcvelopmcnt, Wlth the cxisting potential o白he City and

an cxpanded cooperation in intcrnational relations, dif-

ftrcnt strata o白hc (‘ity’s mhabilants言ncluding the im-

POrtant rOle playcd by intcllectuals, Patriotic

PerSOnalities and overscas countrymcn, Will makc a wor-

thy and glorious contribution to the building ofthc City.

C: /′CM C子ly L∫ # /九(一ぐ高庇rc, /hぐm妬ny SO(、/a/ Jlral(/ O/

/h( /’OI,//I(1/ion (Jre∴(、On(、ぐnl′tJ"ぐ(i. Over /h〆/Y/5/ 20 yぐ(/r.ら

Wh(J/ h(I自h戸C/ly訪)nぐ/0 (、()n、~。Il(l(JIc, //// /hf)∫(, ♪r(・〆s /。 (.Cm-

1r砂//l(, /0 /h戸(If,Vぐ/()pm戸nl ‘fIhぐC砂/n Ihぐ/mI,/ぐm戸n/a有on
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Q声he great /ine Qf ’he Party and State, ”ame4)’”alional

concord, rZalional conciliation and ”atioml初ity m /he

interest Q/ ′′a wealthy people, StrOng CO〃nt′ナ’?

Chairman: HCM City is ‘he place where thcrc is a

convergence of talented people and material resourccs

ever since the fomation ofBen Nghe, then Sai Gon and

now Ho Chi Minh City.皿s is a strength as compared

with other localities, Where it is di餌cult to find such su-

periority. In the old times, With the tradition of national

unity, the inhabitants here united in the building of the

country, in the struggle against natural calamities for the

protection of their lives, and against aggression to de-

fend national independence and freedom. With the cor-

rect line and policy ofthe Party and State, this solidarity

has bccn strengthened and has undergone positive quali-

tative changes. As a result’the City has overcome many

di鮒culties including some dangerous situations and has

recorded significant achievemcnts in the struggle for lib-

eration and in peaceful construction. The Fatherland

Front and mass organizations that represent the interest

of all circles and strata of people has important signifi-

cance. Together with the administration, they gather and

unite a1l ofthe people in the pursuit of the objective of

I-a wealthy people, StrOng COuntry and fair and civilized

society一一on the path of rapid development of the City.

C: rha扉you, Mr・ Chairman・
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TO DESERVE BEING Å MÅJOR

ECONOMIC CENTRE, AN IMPORTANT

CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC

AND TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRE,

AN IMPORTANT CENTRE

OF INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE

EJrCe′pt万om Jhe addre5S by Do

MuoJ, General Secretary Q/the Com-

m〃nist Party Q/ Vietnam /O Jhe Vth

Congress d“ /he H0 Chi Minh Ciり,’s

P。rty organization (5eCOnd round) -

October 22, 1991.

.‥ With the Communists, sense of responsibility to

the Party and the people, We muSt realize that besidcs

the achievements recorded, the City has a number of as-

pects that are not good and do not correspond to its great

POtentialitie s.

The views expressed by Party cadres’members’

revolutionary veterans, rePreSentatives of the various so-

cial strata, members of the Fatherland Front, intellectu-

als, Writers and artists in contribution to the draft

documents of the current Congress of the Party’s Or-

ganization, include heart-Seated and sound remarks. We
hat not realized the dral character of血e market Inechanism,
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nor foreseen the probIems which would arise, We had

not made proper preparations when entering the market

CCOnOmy tO PrOmOte its positive and dynamic aspcct

and Iimit its spontaneous negative one. The Statc man-

agemcnt with rcgard to a big city likc ours had not re-

Ceived propcr attention. The Party Organization is

WOrking m an arCa Whcre the commodity economy lS

more dcvcIopcd than in the rcst of thc country, and

Where thcrc arc intense activitics on the domcstic and

forclgn markct, for this rcason, CarC Should be taken to

tcmper thc political pcrsonality’intc=cctual capability

and moral qualities for thc Party,s o「gani/ation and for

each cadre and party mcmbcr with firmness on a ncw

intc11cctual and mora=cveらthe City can galn greater

SuCCeSSeS in the struggle agamSt negative manifestations,

COrruPtion, bribery, Smuggling, manufacture of faked

goods, bankruptcies of credit organizations, maJOr CaSeS

Of loss and thcft of the property of the State and the

PeOPle’defects in business with foreign countries, loose

managemcnt of culture, information and press, lnCluding

in cultural coopcration and cultural services with forelgn

COun正es, rumlng after profits in cultural activities, nOn-

Selectivc acceptancc of forelgn Culture’CrOding thc na-

tional features ofthc traditionaI culturc and cthics ofthe

nation. The host of sevcre criticisms madc by comrades

and countrymcn constitulc a sound rcmlnder for cach

Parly mcmber and cadre. 「I‘hc people demand that dc-

fencc dnd sccurity bc mainlaincd, discipllnC and law ob-

SerVCd, that corrupt elements bc severcly punishcd, all

attcmpts al covcrlng Crimcs be opposed言he Party o手

gani7ation and the State apparatus bc purc and strong.

26

’l‘his rcflccts thc cagcr asplrations ofthc peopIc ft)「 sta-

bility, a hcalthy living and working cnvironmcnt’Obscr-

vance of the citi7enS,s rights, COr「CCt and broad

implementation ofdemocracy.

From the forum of the Party’s MunicIPal Congress,

I wish to 「ecall thc Party’s role in an industrial clty hav-

1ng a numerOuS WOrking class. It must be recognized that

the Party,s base in the working class is not strong

enough, the comprehension of the Party in the working

class has not been appropriately fostered, the promotion

of the working class and the Party work among the

workers are still weak. The commodity production and

thc market mcchanism do no白n any way cause the roIc

of the working class to fade away. On the contrary’thc

ncw condltlOnS Of soclallSt COnStruCtion requlrC al=he

morc∴StrOngly an increascd position and role of the

working class. It is procccding from thc∴Stand of the

working dass and acting as rcprescntative of thc inter-

csts of thc laboumg PeOPle that our Party lS Carrylng

ou=he devcIopmcnt of a multi-SeCtOr COmm。dity econ-

omy It is also fr。m this poln=hat the Party organiγation

achicves the a=iance bctween workcrs, PCaSantS and in-

te=ectuals, brings into play thc great potentialitics ofthe

lnte=ectuals in the City ln the implemcnlation of na-

tional policies on education and trainlngブSCicnce and

technology. Proceeding also from the workmg Class

stand, the Par書y organi7ation must rcnovatc and

strcngthen its leadership over thc mass organizations and

the divcrsc social organizations which rencc=he pecu-

1ia「 features of a big urban centre.
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The contingcnt of cadres in the City is ‘′ery numer-

OuS, dynamic and sensitive; it is constantly enlarged

from the revolutionary movcment; the young forces are

increaslng, many COmrades have rapidly attained matur-

ity. However the cadre work does not catch up with the

new situation. Many problems of concern remain to be

SOIved’from the planmng tO the tranlng and appolntment

Of cadres’both members and non-members of the Party,

in order to tum each cadre into a faithful militant, a Crea-

tive talcnt dedicated to the people,s cause. The devel-

OPment Of the commodity economy camot be a reason

Weakenlng the quality of the cadre’but instead requlreS

all the more that the cadre be steadier, mOre Creative and

more∴Capable of rallying the people. The cadre work

must proceed from a broad, SCientific outlook; great eS-

teem must be glVen tO those cadres who are faithful,

CaPable’mOrally good, Steeled in practical work, and

meet the requlrementS Of the revolutionary tasks. Any

manifestation of opportunism, Particularism, narrOW-

mindedness and fractionalism must be criticized.

One weak polnt in the work of the municipal Party

Organization is failure to sum up m time the practical

WOrk in various fields or in case the summlng uP IS un-

dertaken but the quality of thc wock is not high.皿e

lessons drawn in a systematic way from the realities of

a big centre like Ho Chi Minh City will raise the quality

Of the Party organization,s leadership, and add to the

COnmOn treaSure Of experience of thc Party. The sum-

mmg uP Ofthe work helps us discovcr the contradictions

to be soIved’COrreCtly assess the strong and the weak
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POlntS, the correct and the wrong aspects, Carry Out Self-

Criticism and criticism, thereby raislng the standards of

Cadres and party members, detecting good cadres, elimi-

nating the degenerated ones, COnSOlidating our ranks and

heightening the revolutionary leading capacity.

The Central Committe is in part responsible for the

Weaknesses and shortcomlng Of the City. Macro-man-

agement with a series of general policies, eSPeCially

about banking, finance, CurrenCy, and the activities of

many branches at the central echelon must be improved

in a spirit of renovation, thereby creating favourable

COnditions for the development of the various Iocalities

in the national economy, and at the same time, reStOring

Order, maintainlng discipline and the effectiveness ofthe

laws. The central branches must help the City overcome

the dimculties and obstacles. Our maJOr Orientation now

is to bring our countIγ Out Of the socio-eCOnOmic crisis

and to strive for a prosperous future of thc Vietnamese

nation. All activities in the whole country must aim at

this direction.

… Ho Chi Minh City lS a maJOr eCOnOmic centre, a

Cultural, SCientific and technoIogical centre, a ma」Or

COmmunication link and an important centre of intema-

tional exchanges. Its economy lS CIosely linked to a rich

agrlCultural’forestry and fishery area, it is endowed with

a developlng COmmOdity production, great reSOurCeS in

manpower and land, Which ensures it a rear area abound-

1ng ln food, foodstuHi, agrlCultural products and raw

materials. 「me development ofthe oil and gas industry will

OPen uP great PrOSPeCtS for its industrial and services
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branches. Of course, there are difficulties and compIcxi-

ties in the political, eCOnOmlC, Cultural, national defenec

and security fields. Yet on血e whole, nO O血er province

Or City in our country e可oys such great advantage§ and

petentialitie s.

1鴫e Party’s line of renovation gives us more knowl-

edge and sets higher requirements with regard to the pro-

motion of血e central role of the City on the path to the

development of a multi-SeCtOr COmmOdity economy

Which operates in accordance w皿a State-managed mar-

ket mechani§m and which has a socialist orientation. To

mee=his requlrement, the City must determine a rational

econonric structure, CaPable of tumlng Out high-quality

PrOducts diversified in variety and abundant in quantity

With high-PrOductivity quality and effectiveness.

The city must make the most ofits strong position,

attract the raw materials available in the area to

StrOngly develop processmg industries for agrlCultural,

forestry and aquatic products and consumer gc,Ods in-

dustries, tO mee=he domestic needs and replace a no-

ticeable part of imports; it must also strive to raise the

quality of its products so as to meet the requlrementS Of

eXpOnS ・

At the same time’aPPrOPrlate attention must be paid

to the development of manufacturing industries, in the

first place, englneemg and electronics, the manufacture

Ofmeans ofproduction so as to be in a position to equlP

Or reequip the City and the whole area’eSPeCially to血-

ther the development of local agnculture’forestry and

fishery, and that ofthe industries processlng agricultural,
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forestry, aquatic products and tumlng Out COnSumer

go(rds. Particular attention皿St be paid to the upgrading of

the infrastructure and the construction of new facilities.

The agrlCulture of our country, eSPeCia11y ln the

South, is rapidly shifting to cormodity-PrOducmg agrl-

culture ln thc direction of all-rOund development’taking

productivity, quality and effectiveness as criteria" For

this reason, it requlreS the development of water con-

servancy works, meChanization, electrification, the pro-

motion of chemical and bioIogica=ndustries. To carry

ou=his process, On the one hand言t is neccssary to

clearly determine the orientation of the shift of the

City・s economic structure as mentioned above’On the

other hand, Particular attention should be paid to re-

equlPment and technoIogical renovation, tO OVerCOme at

an early date the prescnt protracted tcchnoIogical back-

wardness in order to meet the requlremCnt Of developmg

a commodity agrlCulture in the whole area as well as in

the suburban countryside. AIong with making the most

of the existing equlPment and the traditiona=echniques,

it is necessary to daringly apply new scientific and tech-

noIogical achievements’and to raise the technoIoglCal

standards in order to meet the requlrement Of developlng

the City’s industry.

To develop the structure of production, Of branches

and technoIogleS in血e above direction is precisely to

make the City attractive to血e whole area’to build fim

foundations for the City to actually play it role as a re-

gional econonric ce血e and reach out to the whole country.
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Ofcourse, due to its important position and its fa-

VOurable conditions’the City will continue to develop

the service branch to ensure the supply of production

materials, the sale of products’financial and banking

Services, informtion services’invesment services, eXPOrt-

import services, tranSaCtion services, tOurist services etc.

to further production and life in the City and in the

Whole reglOn.

It is to be noted that in the market mechanism, the

City must entertain w皿the provinces in the reglOn

equal and mutualIy beneficial relations in a spirit ofmu-

tual trust and cooperation, making it possible for each

Party tO develop. This relationship bears a deep slgnifi-

CanCe in the strengthemng Of the alliance between work-

ers・ peaSantS and intellectuals; il makcs a positlVC

C(、ntributlOn tO the strong growth of thc Mckong 。elta

and ofthe formcr B2 area. That is the duty and respon-

Sibility and also thc intcrest of the City, Of thc reglOn

and ofthe whoIc country. Let each member ofthe Party

Organization ln his o「 her ficld ofwork make all creative

em)rtS tO PrOmOte thc City,s ccntral role in thc endeav-

Our tO makc the people wcalthy and the counlry strong.

I hopc tha=hc Mckong delta’eaStem Nam Bo and r「ay

Ngu)′Cn (the Central Highlands) will furthcr strengthen

COmmerClal relations and effective cooperation with Ho

(’hi Minh (涌y and with the othcr reglOnS Ofthe country

aゝWell

I=s a consistent policy of ours to strongly devcIop

血mu=l-SCCtOr eCOnOmy OPerating ln aCCOrdancc with

the law l’his is a m糾or content in thc economic line
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We attach importance to the development of the

State-CaPitalist sector as well as the cooperative econ-

omy with diversified foms on the prlnCiple ofvoluntary

acceptance. Forms of cooperation in agrlCulture’With a

new content, have emerged, yOu neCd to considcr thcm

With carc, and draw experience to multiply them.

We encourage private capitalists to develop prodrction

and business to the advantage of the national economy.

We encourage forelgn Organizations, COmPanies and in-

dividuals, and over-SeaS Vietnamese to undertake pro-

duction and business in our country in keeplng With the

LaW On forelgn investment which has becn promulgated.

O鴫重、COOnO堅甲町空、壇魚や患鷲宮書聖紅紫のtCS

aceording to an ’’open’’mechanism in the fu11 meanlng

of血e word, "open当o all economic売omponents, ’一open’’

to all opportunities for血e people to get rich along with

a reduction and eventually an elimination ofpoor house-

holds, "open" in cbmmerce and economic cooperation

with the other countries on the principle of equality, mu-

tual benefit, and respect for each other’s independence

and sovereignty.

「「he一一open一一mechanism must go along with State

managemcnt. Our country lS Still very poor. So in par-

allel with the devcIopment of production and business,

it is neccssary to practise thrlft as a national policy.

皿rif‘ in both production and consumptlOn, thrift of ma-

terials, and raw materials, lowering of production and

circulation expenses,ねwering of production costs; Strict

PrOhibition of turning public into private property, uS-

1ng State funds for personal expenses, distribution to
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individuals, PurChase of gifts’Vanity. ′rhc Party Com-

mittees, administrative bodies and the people must

excrcise supcrvision and take severe sanctions with re-

gard to such phenomena. Let eVery PerSOn’eVCry house-

hold, CVery eStablishment strive to spare money for

investment to develop production and business and build

the country. Everybody must be encouraged to use com-

nrodrty articles of domestic production. Our country is

often ravaged by natural calamities. Therefore it is ad-

visable to study the establlShment of a security fund

agamSl natural calamities to makc it possible to assist

the reglOnS in difficulty, and thosc which are undcrde-

veloped due to disadvantageous conditions. On this oc-

casion, I would like to convey the expression of

solicitude of the Party・s Central Committee to thc輔謎d

v謎軸鯵組f鵬Mekong delta.丁deeply appreciatc the as-

sistancc afrorded by the other cities and localities. I wish

tha=he countrymen in the whole country’ln a SPlrit of

solidarlty and affection’Wi= continue to hcIp thc afL

fected areas to overcome the difficulties and rcstorc their

norma=ife soon. AIong with cconomic development’

care nccds to be taken to impIcment to social policies’

improve the people,s international inte11ectual standard

and health conditions, reSOIvc the empIoymcnt problem

and care for those pcople who have rendcred services

to the revolution, Check the social evils, and protec=he

bio-enVironment.

‥ Our country lS Carrylng Ou=he renovation in a

very complex intemational contcxt. Besidcs the favour-

able opportunities which are arismg and wi11 arise and
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=ICi細川血ICk高tl細n=cmp川)l liqui‘l榊tc II-C 「Cm紬nlng sい

ci証is吊。l…l「jc絡. ln l証c o=l高話llalion高論七重n)車

を一「C W{冊Icring whc=-C「 O川。=〉u「 C佃n(ry caI一両n‘l flnd

c川l白il冊1・) (1evei。l-証。n呂書he汁いCi油絡l叫h・

lIl amWC「書{同一is quc証(m, WC a=了ml血1 。しI「 C。unl「y

wi=油l〃l(I flll(I c(面inuc lo (lcvl点)l- 1立lhC向=owmg 「ca-

0〃(・. 。VC「 lllC P郡=一打cc,11‘一「y. (… l,C‘申e, in 「c-

叩く順C l《}血:‘I-l-Ca吊一口hC l)肌ly …d ‖ncIc帖一, h:lVC

W:lgC‘l :甲一・。一「:一C-c{l s血IggIc,剛l 。1’cacr腔ec掴m=-肌l-

証Irs,言皿i c;冊ic‘l間( il-州。l一(油‘l面一一g Way 1hC I)a「ly‘s

ii一一C‥ ,'判c I「rulracIc‘i rc諒血-Ce W肝W川cn‘=一I Vicくく)「y,

i-1{lcI-Cll(Ic一一CC a皿l …ily wi= hc achicval'一・ ^中「Csent,

wi面ovc「 lhc ll剛1 。r Ihe st「ugglc, ‘冊I〕C。r,lc, Wh0 fl「C

…描(C「 。白hCi「 (lc証ily ilrC rC”!vcd (。 {lclch(川1Ci○ ○cvo-

1向く潤一ry g…博:‘g痛-s=`l柾'1gCmCIll hy :‘lly il)「CC, fl「C

両。 「C…!vcd l。 C:I「「y (川口)ncIc言出} 1cをlChi11g: ’’N(川Iiilg

i絡一l一。「e l一一・eCi一周s ll剛言皿I叩c'一(lcl-CC u…=十ce`l間置l一一, anくl

"We w…ll(l u批ri而cc cvcry冊ilg r油1e「血!1 lot;C =lC

cく・…小用皿=,e eIl高-Ve`l--・ We紺e 「e…lve両。 l,「e消「VC

l(-



o I3さnThanh Market

●　NhaRもngwharf



Petrolimex (Vietnam) and BP (England) l uhrlCant Joint-Ventur?

●　ZooIogicalGarden
Ph(、1。、 by lIml (‘句y =廿u ¥’l【in∴=le II・lI

油b皿y Io bu冊Ihc∴C{)untry flnd bring happinc料to ouト

wlvc畠lnd 'o thc futurc gcncr証om. Such i=hc iron wi11

and血cagc「郡pi「証on o=hC∴Cntirc pcopIc fo=owing

sevcral tlcca(lcs o=ight fo「什ccdom and indcr)Cndcncc.

L00king back farthCr into thc agc-Ol‘l hist()ry O!、na-

tional const「uclion flnd dcfoncc, WC am「m Z11=hc m()rC

而OngIy lhc Viclnamcsc will, Vicln租mcsc cha「acIcr and

Vicln韓mcse l「a(輔。n Or Standing壷「mly on 。ur fec白lnd

g(}mg uP W皿ou=}Wn hands d恒d brains. Ou「 pe。PIc

bu旧く)u「 C。しInlry in thC Past and wi= build it fr。m nOW

on mainly w佃1hcir own It)rCCS. ’I’hc cxpc「icncc ol‘his-

‘{)「y a冊rm“ha=hc dc証ny ‘血}u,.r nalion standing and

marching fo「w肌I stcadiiy is dccidC‘重by ou「 pcopIc, and

n。t by cxIcm繍l h)「CCS.

月間), a 「Ca=rinl has_C()nfr‘)n‘cd u吊)n thc血cslwhd

‘自白90 l言hC「C WaS n・, l‘)ngCr f早ly S(冊C中f ai・= I・)WCVCr

thc I,COl,lc血。Vuh一肌=o 。VCrC{)mC ‘hc ’ll`冊諒u=ics flnd

書cs座. No白)nly haVC P「O`lucli。n and thC liYing油nda「ds

hocn mainl軸inc‘l, bu=n s‘)mC rC叩CCtS, dcvcl(一PmCnl flnd

imIlr。VCmCnl haVC bccn 「ccordcd.冊c imr’Orlanl

acllicvcmcnts rcc肌Icd in血「cccnt pc「i(刷laVC le証(了c‘l

t。 ll壷. ^`1 0しItSla皿Iing fac=s lhat ‘ha叩itc lhc∴Chronic

lb。`l血}r妃gc whicl- P「CVailcd in thC Pas=lnd thc血u「al

C油milics which IlaVC strickcn many flrC打出his ycar. wc

haVC managC`=。一Ilainlain stab岨y, 1。 Cn細「C∴Cn‘}ugh

fo‘)し1肌l叩ly鉦「 lhC C‘一しl血y, and皿)「C‘)VCr 10 SparC∴a

甲「=l)r CXP。「l・ In o血「 !了clds, l,「Og「CSS has∴aIso bccn

「cc。r11c(l. Wc havc flCC…lul榊lc(=ni(ial cxl,Cricnccs, havc

ica「nc(=(=io h冊iilCSS in tllC nCW CircしImstflnCCS, fln(l

種「e st「lVlng lo c「calc co-1`l血一n絡10 CntCr lの2 with CVCn

〕7



firmer confidence. With the records of this year and thc

activc preparations for the ncxt, We believe that our

CCOnOmy and our society will make new steps forward

in the implementation ofthe Resolution ofthe 7th Con-

greSS.

Three,鎧的妙蘭e 6th Congress, the renoYatic;n we

have undertaken ha§ prOVed to be a correct step in its

orientation, tempe and way of p鵬融喝,.,Ⅲ鳩間QVa-

tion line has been urranimously approved and eagerly

Carrled out by our eptire Party and people.

The multi-SeCtOr COmmOdity cconomy is deveIoplng,

the living conditions of the great majority of the pcople

have been improved, POlitical stability has bcen main-

tained, democracy is being gradua11y promoted.

With the preparations under way for the promulga-

tion of the Constitution, the correct determination of the

Party’s leading role, the renovation of State manage-

ment, the gradual building of a law-gOVemed Statc, WC

are actively carrylng Out POlitical rcnovation with correct

StePS and ways of proceeding, PrOmOting ever broadc「

democracy while maintainlng disciplinc to mee=hc rc-

qulrementS Ofthe new situation’gradually fitting the su-

PerStruCture With the infrastructurc, bringlng the

rcnovation to a new height with an cver dccpcr and more

comprchcnsive content. 「rhat is a basis to stabilizc the

COuntry, tO PrCSerVe Stability for the sake ofcontinued

renovation, Carry On the renovation to promote devel-

OPment and create increasmg Stability.

皿e renovation now under way has been undertaken in

time, nO=O Say rathc「 early, with approprlate Oricntation,
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tempo and manner ofprocceding. This work and the prc-

cious expericnce collccted in its proccss may bc said to

bc of utmost importancc to cnsure that our country may

stand harsh trials and to creatc great opportunities for

our continulng grOWth.

f‘`0研, the line of national independcncc and J轟粗ト

鷲in that our people have persistently pursued is軸y in

賊将Ping with the law of development of mankind. This

is a historical necessity that a11 countries, all nations will

sooner or later attain to. The great revolutions in the

world had to go through temporary setbacks, but sooner

or later’they are to triumph. The new which is in keep-

1ng With the law may encounter obstacles, gO through

twists and tums, uPS and downs’but in the end’it will

necessarily come to life and replace the old.

The revolution in our country during the past half

century wen=hrough ups and downs, and harsh trials;

at times言t encountered setbacks, but in the end it

achieved glorious victory, thc country was liberated, be-

came indepcndcnt and frce’WaS reunificd, and entered

the period of transition to socialism. In the process of

socialist construction, We COmmitted the mistake of dog-

matism and voluntarism, and applied an erroneous pat-

tem of socialism. Nevertheless we reached an early

realization of the mistake, made our best efforts to cor-

rect it, undertook the renovation drive which was initi-

ated at the 6th Congress, reaSSerted and developed at

the 7th Congress. We managcd to consolidate thc con-

fidencc of the people and to rally the broad forces of血c

entirc people to bring the revolutionary cause forward The
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inltlnl achicvcmcntヽ 「CCO「(lc(=n thc p硝1 ycarヽ COnヽ用ulc

a wo佃y call、C (申oy an(l pri(lc

十`r。m =「C ilhovc, WC∴a‖irm th掴()ur I)油y nn(l r)C《)PIc

wlll ovcrc《)mC the (出自cultieヽ an(l cha‖cngc口r丁the 11CW

c(面ext,油nd ‘i「m an(用「ing ou「 c()し…try吊「w紺(同。ng

血、OClalis中礼th ch0、Cn hy thc l)こ両y・ 。ncIc日。 a-1川「C

r)COr)lc軌c。u「se’'hat lS nOt Old甲ttCm roCi掴、m. Wc

must ca「「y on 「c+Ca「Chcs’d「aw cxpcrlCnCCS in the wo「k

in or(一cr gradu川y to hu皿up ncw conc叩"on川口。-

ci油sm, and dctcrminc on this basi詰l COrrCC中a冊m o!、

socialism which rc礼liy se「vcs thc r)COPIc,白子ccdom f皿l

ha叩ineヽヽ・

」hc∴ah。VC 「CaヽOnヽ COnヽOlldatc ()ur C()n剛cncc Ycし

血…「中一11CnlatlOn l、 tO r)a、、 hy批正・)n tO hu-l(吊n(l

、t「Cngthcn thc I)a「ty・、 0「gani/油。n fr()m lhc ccn血l

(l()Wn tO血gr小、rOOt、 CChcl()n’tO油℃ng“1Cn the unltC(]

hloc ()白hc l)a「-y,血r)C()r)lc’nnd血a「my言() flChlCVe

lnlc「nこ1tl。n省l `()l証lri-y, tO血p u申he il旧()un(l rcn()Va〇

一l()n in血rlgh同「ccti()n, W】th ar)P「()r)…tC `叫r ()nly

th「ough dCtl()n l“=)0、証le ‘o油n吊nd ma「cl一()n ‘証

war(上So thc dnヽWCrtO thc quc油o…、 n()t ()nly nn n冊Ir

。「 thc (1cnt「al ('。m1「1川CC, hut of、thc∴Cntl「C I)紺ty, ()「川

中ty 。rganl/atl()m Wlth among血m血t ()川()佃l

Mlnh (吊y, "‘`zlll r)arty mCmher言nciu(血g (h()、C …血

仙y N油Onwr()n血uCl10n dn(l (肌ncc∴are血cau、e ()I

lhe whoIc r)COr)lc冊C 「CV{)lutl。na「y Cau、C ()用1e l)a「ty

l、肌hlCVe(l by血whoIc I)a「ty’捕r)arty Organl/油。nヽ,

and r)a「ty membcr` ()‘、 cou「、C, thc “nl「ai (、ommlttCC,

血P(凧1Ca=)u「eau and the Scc「eta「lat drC tO be租r∴a

hcavy rc甲)咽blllty, yC=hc rcv(正面onary c…、C ha、
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always been thc cause of the whole people and Party.

For this reason’yOur queStion is in thc first place a ques-

tion which is posed to yourselves and the answer is also

in the first place the own answer of each comrade.

Whether or not to stand and march forward, Whether

or not to achieve stability and development, this is to be

dccided by ourselves’by the entire Party, PeOPle and

amy, by all the party organizations’by a11 party mem-

bers with their prodigious endeavours to contribute to

the coIrmOn CauSe.

At the prcsent Congress of the City’s party organiza-

tion, 】 propose tha=he party organization discuss the

burnlng lSSueS Which touch upon it’make a profound

and serious analysis, look straight a=he facts’and re-

frain from evasions. ’「his is an answer glVen through

practical action in the Congress’and cspecially after it.

Experience has shown that the threat of instability

usually begins from within the Party. Division within the

party disorientates the people. A weakenlng Of the Parly

causes Ioss ofconfidence to the pcople. That is an op-

portunity likely to be seized by hostiIc forccs to deepen

the division, tO aChieve peaceful evolution, tO Create

troubles and to attempt subversion from within.

That is the reason why the Party-building problems I

havc dealt with abovc are vcry presslng taSks for our

Party now. We have to lay down a corrcct line’Clear

。rlentations and tasks, PreCise stcps. We must strengthen

unity and cohesion in the Party on the basis o「Marxism

- Leninism and Ho Chi Minh’s thought, aPPly vcry cor-

rectly the prlnCipIc of democratic centralism in Party‘s
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life. We must resolutely fig中opportunism, fractionalism,

dividing attempts’CO皿Ption’au血oritarianism’detachment

from血e people. We must resolutely build our Party into

a pure and strong one’remOVe from office the degenerated

elements. The people are very fa証’a Well-intentioned nris-

take will meet with a comprehensive attitude on their part,

and they will join the Party in correcting it. However, if

an attempt is made to misuse some imperfection in the

mechanism for pcrsonal benefit’they will be dissatisfied

and will not pass over it・

In the endeavour to make the Party pure and strong,

the Central Committee, the Poiitical Bureau and the Sec-

retariat always stand at your side and support you. The

State wi‖ gradually perfect the new mechanism’but it

is essential that you do it yourselves. Only an evolution

in a healthy direction from within the Party will

strengthen the confidence o白he people. You must edu-

cate yourselves first if you are to cdしICate Others.

「「o actively partic宣Pate in Party building' eaCh

party member needs to ponder deeply over what he

or she should do, how he or she should live∴and

leam with regard to moral quality so as to make the

Party pure, StrOng and capable of leading the people

through cascades and falls so as to make it possible

for the country to stand and develop. To answer these

questions by practical action is now the key ln Party

building, eSPeCially ln the building pure and strong

grassroots party organizations…
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A HISTORIAN)S VIEW

I所ervJeW g‘Ven by Dr・ Nguyen Khac

VIen, a杭s10rian and psy品0logisらtO

lhe corresponde加　q/ ’’VieInamese

SIudies’’Review.

Correspondenl (VS): / know rhat yo“ have been高

Ho Chi Minh city since car互, 1995, and ”0"′ three

mon初s have cん7pSed・ As a短owkdgeable seniorjOur棚板

who met高th a grea柄mber〆’peqple, a毒visited many

places, CO“ld yoα be so kind os ro give聴yo〃r垂,reS-

sions〆Ihe currenl situation?

Ngαyen Kha。 Vien (NKV)‥ My dear friend, I gave up

」Oumalism twelve years ago. At the age of over 70, One

doesn,t have the physical strength to engage in such a

daring profおsion. An old man cannot catch up with topical

develapmcnts. I am no Iongcr a well-infomed person.

VS:動両rring ’庇past twenty years you came 10 Ho

Chi Minh C砂cveIツyear/む手s。me mOn/h5・ n鋤WrOte

many JmportanI r叩orts on∴the所’t PO諒Iibe朋tion

years‥ ,一The 15-Year History (1975-1990)’’in 1990 and

the /asI chapJer (197、5-1993 period) qf ’一Vietnam - A

Long History" ;n J993・ /n czll ′hese reports and books a

ra/her ;mporta加COVerag信s reserved /br H0 Chi妬nh
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C砂. rr yow didn’l Aeep wp with /qpical料sues, yO〃

WO〃ldn’/ have cz /ong-range View which言n a word, bear

a Aistori。 Character. Wo〃〃 yozJ PIease /ell ws some Q/

yo〃r Views on lhe his/OIツC!f/his Cily?

NKV: For some years now, I’ve glVen uP Studying

history so as to be engaged in child psychology. The

main purpose ofmy visit to Ho Chi Minh City lS tO

examine and treat a number of drop-OutS , ’bed-Wetter’一,

those who tried to conrmit violent disturbances or even

Suicide. As for adults, eSPeCially those who hold a high

POSition, I’ve rarely met them. Anyhow, the ’’blood” of

a historian still remains. But I don’t need to go far to

know important events. Daily life is enough to make me

POnder over one thing or another.

VS: Let’s come Jtraight /0 /he point. Which cvent (ゾ

the begln牢ng Q/ 1995 do yo〃 /hink has /mportant hi5-

toric sign折cance? /s訪/arge /Z)reign Jnvestmenら/he

brlnging `〆`郷hore gas /O SOme POWer Plants on /he

mainland or Lee K故ZIZ yeW’s and Jhe Awstralian Presi-

dent’s∴Vi5its Jo /he City…?

NKV: The most important event, I believe, lS tha=he

City observed the Goverment’s Decree on prohibition of

setting off firecrackers on Lunar New Year Eve and

during three days of Tet. It’s obscrvance was the

Strictest of a= cities, eVen Hanoi. It can be said that

during New Year’s Eve, though millions of people

didn,t let off firecrackers’they spent a restless night

Waiting for some eventual or unexpected expIosion of

firecrackcrs. They did the same during a11 the three
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follovnng days, Not a small number of inhabitants and

govemment officials including somc high-ranking

OneS Who called upon the people to comply with the

Order doubted whether the State order would be

Strictly executed. The At Hoi (1995) New Year’s Eve

rea=y has been an importan=andmark in our history.

The Vietnamese State一一has won the bet一一because it has

PrOVed its efficiency, eSPCCially ln a City known for

its一一obduracy一一・ You know, Our PeOPle in past years

Were uSed to thinking little ofthe law and considering

the Govemment as not so stern a father who takes a

rod but never beats his children.

VS・・ /t rs ”Ormal /hat /he Jnhabitan’s obey ’he S,ate

law; Jhere Js "Ot mZJCh /O Speak aboz# Jhal!

NKV: It is a common occurrence for a stable reglme

With long-eStablished regulations and institutions, and

the majority of the population havlng a relatively clear

COnCePt OfLaw’aS Well as for a society which is to some

extent homogeneous. Vietnam and particularly Saigon

City after liberation have not been in such a situation.

The past twenty years have been full oJ upheavals; the

Situation at home and our economic relations have ex_

Perienced lots ofups and downs. That is the general situ-

ation of newly independent countries of the Third

World. After 40 years of war (1939-1979), Vietnam

found itself in a position where many of the contradic-

tions ofthe world today focus. The situation thereforc is

all the more complicated. In Vietnam, Saigon is the
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Place which co置一CentratCS thc most numerous of the con-

tradiclions.

VS・・ /s /here any way Io ana事e /he si[z‘a/ion so “s /0

〃n`iersland /n Whal ’’pos証on〆che5∫’’Vie[nam and cs-

pe(、Ia母) IIo Chi Minh Cil.y諒. Can yo互やrelell where

lhey wlll go, and more clearly言n /he year 2000 w’ha/

lhey +高I he?

NKV: My friend, yOu Want mC tO PraCtice prophecy. In

Our Cra, nO honest man believes that prophecies can be

made. Let’s have a look at so many prcdictions by a great

numbcr of scholars of thc world since the beginnlng Of血is

Century; they proved to be only a serics of errors or illu-

諒)nS including th。、C C{)mmg from the most reputed, eru-

ditc savanしN。bcI I)rl/e Winncrs.

VS: S。, Jho面j w? "。/ POn(Ier over cnylhing, g高ng a

互ee hand 10 de5Ilny?

NKV: It’s not so. We can sti11 idcntify some lines of

dcvelopmcn=o dcfinc an cithcr correct or wrong oricn-

tation, landmarks of transition, favorablc momcnts or

Crisis pcriods.

Saigon ⊂証y lS the place where thcse lincs of

devcIopment arc most clearly seen. I宜st ofa= is the

evolution ofa traditional society lntO a mOdem onc. In

this proccss, Various reglOnS’dif龍rcnt cthnic groups in

the country should proceed to intcgration to bccome a

nation in its real modem sensc. Thc process of national

integration wi= go hand in hand with that of intema-

tiona=ntegration. Saigon is the city wherc the earliest
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and also quickest modeml,ation has takcn place in com-

Parison with othcr reglOnS. Hcrc, many Of thc qucstions

Of nationa=ntcgration stand out ln relief It has a grcat

numbcr of inte「national contacts which crcate b。th ad_

VantagCS and disadvantagcs.

VS・“ Some peop/c, OppO∫戸Sa了gon /0 /Ian。らan(信n

generaI, /he So〃th ,0 ’hf, Nor,h・ On ,he 。onlra′ツ, O’hers

∫ay, /he coL研ry Js re〃nぴe(J, lhe "ational Sla/e Js (`Om-

plele, ’here /5 ”0,hing ,o r”mlna/e over・

NKV: For thousands ofyears the Victnamcsc nation

has had a Homeland’a COmmOn languagc and a common

histo「y. Tha白s cIcar. I3ut a complete National Statc in

its modcrn scnsc is rapidly taking shapc, bcglnnlng

immcdiatcly aftcr thc libcration of South Victnam. Thc

North-South reunification, the founding o白he State with

Only one govcmment wcrc casily accomplishcd in 1976.

Thc inlcnlion to scparatc thc country’aS drcamcd ofby

SOme forelgn-backed Saigon statcsmcn in thc past, nO

longer have a fi)Othold. Thc 11lusion o重’a numbcr ofrcfしト

gccs’enCOuragCd by somc impcrialisl reactionary forccs,

to usc vioIcnce to wrest back power in SalgOn WCrC Shat-

tered aner 20 years. (’「he mdyority ofthosc whl) nurtu「Cd

SuCh schcmcs arc now about 70 ycars old, and their chiL

drcn think otherwisc.)

VS・●初出。mぐl子mes /here /∫証/l cJ m(ノn昨sIal了on ‘ゾ

∫eI,ar(11子on be柄een /he Norlh an(1 /he Sc)L〃h. Whal //o

yo〃 thin友aboL存il?

NKV"- Thc unificat10n O白crritory and administrzltivc

POWer and lnlcgration ofa compIctc national State a「e
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I!()WeVCr. 1n血l「 Cu血rc、 hを`h両肌上u血m、血y havぐ

k中川「C一「 own Cha「actc「i、11C卑しIltC l冊「cnl l「。m tha同’

血¥'lemamCヽe C(皿nu叫y ln Sarg。n甲。r t() lり75 thc

I lいa ga血rC両「 Ce「tal叫1ac。、 L()nwhrcしI a、血Ir "Wn a「-

e時llar血し11arl)′ iI一(‘ho h)n I le「el血)l一〇、1gIl、 “・cre Wrltlcn

m 。hlnし・、e `Cr申　冊。hineゝe la【一guage Wa、 u、e‘1 al

ヽCll。()1細=in血ily判子冊1nllahltant、 I dd血ir 。Wn h小-

pital叫「C、、、 fc`tlVal、 an‘中rhilmanCunrt両。uI-C、 V冊n

entcrlng (‘hい1佃。ne mlgl血eem t。 have l画¥’1etnam
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anaIyzed by the Sixth Congress of the Communist

Party ofVietnam); the economic encirclement and em_

bargo by hostile forces caused the city serious socio-

V.S∴肋h regard ’0 ,he /Ioa people, ‘s ,here anything

d折かent?

NKV: They were happy a=he reestablishment of

PeaCe. However as small traders, handicraftsmen, that

is to say, belonglng tO the prlVate eCOnOmic sector, the

majority of them were worried about a possibIe一・reedu-

Cation'一・ Would they be allowed to carry on their for-

mer occupation? Or would they have to go to ncw

economic zones to pIough the fields or to engage in

Slash-and-burn cultivation?

V・S・’1〃hat abo〃/ politlcs?

NKV: As a thunderbo獲t’the hostilities provoked by

Beijing agalnSt Vietnam caused panic among all the [Ioa

PeOPIe. Many of them in Phnom Penh fled to Sai Gon

and spread horrible news. They couldn・t cease worrylng

about their fate‥ how would thcy bc treated by thc Vieト

namese Govemment, becausc they were both business-

men and of Chinese orlgin? A=his juncturc, eVeryday

tcndentious allegation from the US, I証ope, Southeast

Asia countries and Beijing, lnStigated the IIoa people lo

leave Vietnam to avoid a massacrc. Thc IIoa community,

mainly in Cho LOn’eXPerienced a frigh皿time, tenS Of

thousands sought by every means to leave the country.

It can be said that from 1978 to 1986 (when the Sixth

Congress of the Vjctnam Communist Party was hcld)
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the Vietnamese Govemment took some measures of

strict control but they didn,t bear the character ofa harsh

repression agains=he Hoa community.

V.S.: The relations betWeen Vietnam cznd China,

thoL/gh much /mproved, are ”Ol yet Sati垂c10Iγ・ Does

this have czn所y7uence on /he Hoa peqple?

NKV: The prlmary aSPiration of the Hoa people is to

have a stable life to eam their living, tO enJOy all the

rights of a Vietnamese citizen. With regard to feelings

and some∴eCOnOmic relations, they are linked to China

and to the Hoa Community ln Southeast Asia as well.

This does not mean tha=hey wish to return to China or

they blindly obey Beijing’s policies. Only a small number,

due to their personal intcrests, Want tO take advantage

ofBeijing’s strong position to force the Vietnamese

Govemment to make concessions. I think that the politi-

cal relationship between Beijing and the Hoa in Vietnam

as well as in other Southeast Asian countries docsn’t

constitutc a decisive factor. It is essentialユy a question

ofdaily livelihood In this aspect’the relationship among

the Hoa in Southeast Asian countries plays an important

role. Big companies of the Hoa in Hong Kong’Singa-

pore, Taiwan) Indonesia’the PhilipplneS’Malaysla and

Thailand have made up a transnational network with a

total capital of hundreds of bi11ions of dollars that can

be invested anywhere. The open-door policy and the

strengthemng Of relations with Southeast Asian coun-

tries have to some extent created conditions for the Hoa

in Vietnam to stabilize their material and emotional lives.
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皿e open-door Irolicy togethcr with the development of

the prlVate eCOnOmic sector applied since 1988 have fa-

Cilitated the living conditions of the m屯iority of them.

Sincc then’their confidencc in the present reglme has becn

reinforced. Thelr OWn SChooIs and hospitals no Ionger ex-

ist. Hoa and Victnamese children learn at the same school;

thc number ofthe Vietnamese living w皿the Hoa in Cho

Lon is increaslng. Together with血e Viet’the Hoa partici-

Pate in cultural and sporting activities.

VS: So ;l fs ”0 /onger aノqZ/eStion言s it?

NKV・・When one contradiction has been soIved, an-

Other will come into being. It is the law ofhistory. Hoa

CaPitalists in Southeast Asia lnVeSt in Vietnam so that

the two sides will be mutua11y benefittcd, Or tO make the

Vietnamese pcople dependent. A numbcr of strikes in

SOme 」Olnt Venture enterprlSeS in Saigon demonstratc

that conflicts in the relations between the two sides are

inevitable. In facc ofsuch conflicts, Whom will a Hoa out-

Sider support? Either the Vietnamese worker who de-

mands for salary lnCreaSeS Or the Hoa boss? ′「o open the

door for forelgn mVeStment is a two-Cdged sword and

the result may be either mutual bcnc鉦and lasting coop-

eration’Or eXPIosive conflicts. “「his is not a specific ques-

tion for Victnam but for the whole world, nOt Only for

IIoa capitalists but for all thosc who invest in Vietnam.

It is impossible to think that a nation who had dauntedly

COnducted a struggle for their independence would be re-

Slgned to being slaves for some mastcrs, One can believe

that in the course oftheir history the Vietnamese people
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soIved the above contradiction resolutely and flexibly, nOt

leading to any tragedy that would set the Hoa agalnS=he

Vietnamese nation. In a11 Southeast Asian countrlCS, for

instance, Indonesia, Malaysla… the Hoa also confront

the same question’mOre Clearly’both the Hoa and

China. Thc position of Vietnam in this issue is similar

to that of other Southeast Asian countries. In the inte-

gration into the Southeast Asian bloc, Saigon - Ho Chi

Minh city lS the outpost’

VS: Perhaps ’he questlon on ,he Hoa people ha∫ been

clearly claborated. Shall we Jh雄/O Other s均e。tS?

NKV: The second question I want to bring up is Ca-

tholicism. We will also analyze the two trends: Centripe-

tal and centr血gaL If speaking about Saigon’then prlOr

to 1954, the key to the question of Catholicism didn’t

lie in this City but in the a11-Catholic areas ofthe Red

River dclta. Before 1954, Saigon Catholicism had an ur-

ban modcrn character: the Catholics and non-Catholics

lived together; they engaged ln Various occupations and

only depcnded on dignitary titlcs as far as religion is

concemed. On the contrary in the North, Catholic vil-

lagcs were tumed into all-Catholic areas. In each com-

mune, eaCh diocese, the Catholic inhabitants formed a

separate community’and strictly organized their religion

and life, Which was regulated by the authority of the con-

gregation. Moreover’the socio-Cultura=ife here was

completely different from that of surrounding communcs

in tems ofrituals related to bi血, Weddings, funcrals, etC.

Catholic people did not observe the cult of anccstors. Evcn
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the architecture ofthc church was compIetely alien to

Viethamesc traditions. Every day’all vi11agers attended serv-

ices and all ins血Ctions glVen by priests in a11 fields were

COnSidered laws. Catholics were not pemitted to many non-

Catholics and use contraccptives to carry out fu山y plan-

ning. This is a type of religious orgarization having a

medieval and cxtremist character, Which could easily make

the Catholic community oppose other social strata.

V・S: What cわyoz“manめ, ’t7Ied毒val鋤r/t,mi∫m′′?

NKV: In the French language,当nt6grisme一' means a re-

1igious organization which considers itself血e only one to

grasp the血th w皿a view to seizlng all power to rule over

all socia=ife. That was the orthodox view of European

Catholicism in Thc Middle Ages, COnSidering all other re-

1igions as heresy. This view prevailed up to the XV皿cen-

tury. However, W皿the 1789 French Revol血on, it lost its

Predominant position and the Catholic congregation split

(was disestablished) from thc State.

VS・“ Some say Jhat ;t Js `|hi〆t声he contradiction be-

1ween Catholicism and Marxism?

NKV: In Europe’Marxism appeared only a=he end

Of the XIXth century and the Soviet State in 1917. But

as from the XVIth century sharp contradictions arose be-

tween Catholicism and Humanism, bctween catholicism

and other religious sects, mainly Protestantism.皿ough

bc血ofthem worshipped Jesus Christ’they were in serious

dispute which led to repeated blo(rdy wars for a hundred

years.あr Vietn独網晦se Who leam the history of France

and Europe, it is the most difficult to understand why
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two religipus communities could wage wars only because

of different religious belie鳥. In the age-Old Victnamese

history, Va「ious rcligions and doctrincs somctimes

caused heated discussions, aS happened with Confucian-

ism and Buddhism, bu=here was ncver a religious war.

On the contrary, they co-CXisted pcacefully; mOrCOVCr,

many young confucian scholars, faith蝕discipIcs of

Confucius and Mencius, turned towards Buddhism or
「raoism in their old age. So, a mixed tendcncy took

shape‥一一The simultaneous cxistence of thrce religions一一

(Tam gifro d[)ng nguyen). Worshipping the ancestors’ge-

nie of the earth, Vi11age,s tutelary genie, thc inhabitants

also go to the pagoda’but they don,t make up separate

rcligious communitics. Grcat religions and doctrincs

commg from India and China, have completely inte-

gratcd into the culture and life of Vietnamese society.

V,S: Calholici5m Wa5 Jmporled Jnto owr co〃ntry a

long ,了me ago声ince ,he XV′Ith ‘、enlu′γ" Wh,' Js ‘here slill

the q〃e証on (ゾinlegrallon?

NKV: It can be said that 200 ycars ago’between the

Catholic conrmunity and othcr strata of the Vietnamcse

nation occurrcd a great historic tragcdy. It cxpcrienced

an acutc developmcnt cven before thc birth of the Vieト

nam communist Party. Its root was thc strict adhcsion

of beliets and politics.

V.S: What高/hen /he conlradlc/ion /n Ihe religious

doclrlne?

NKV: Western pricsts (first Portuguesc and Spanish,

then mainly Frcnch) came to Vietnam with a medieva1
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extremist religious view. For them, Buddhism and

Confucianism were heresies. Therefore right from the

beglnnlng’they met with sharp opposition from Confu-

Cian scholars and Buddhist bclievers. Neverthe!ess,剛

the XVIIIth century’this newly-arrived religion was

tolerated by the Victnamese people and authoritics.

V・S: 1脇y did Jhat historlc /ragecly /ake place /hen?

NKV: At the end ofthe XVHIth century, French capl-

talists were driven out of India by the English. They

tumed towards East Asia’in the first placc, tO Vietnam'

At that time’the Victnamese feudal monarchy fell into

a serious crisIS; many factions and parties wrested for

power: Le’Trinh’Nguyen, Tay Son(1)・ Each ofthem had

the intcntion to look for some military’eCOnOmic or po-

1itical support from a forelgn COuntry. Whether it was

CaSual or intentional, French clergymen bccame the pio-

neer brigadc of the French coIonialists; tyPical was

Bishop Adran who helped Nguyen Anh to defeat thc Tay

Son and be∴Cnthrowned on condition that Prince Canh

Should be a Catholic. ∧fier Gia LOng,s dcath, his suc-

CeSSOrS, eSPeCialIy King Minh Menh, Who werc fervent

Confucians’reSOlutely refuscd to accept the Catholic

tenet. But among persons of royal blood and in the

Court’the faction of Prince Canh supported by Catholic

belicvers and French clergymcn continued to realizc the

Plan to enthrone a Calh(消c King In thc old timcs言fthe

Kjng was a religious dcvotee, he would easily conquer

the people・s hcart. And thc consequence was tha白n thc

politica=icld I十ancc would easily conquer Vietnam Only

unti=he XXth ccntury, COuld the schcme of havlng a

Catholic heir be carried out, namely Princc Bao LOng,

son ofKing Bao Dai(1)

V.S: So, Jn general, /he scheme cnded fn寿ilure・ Why

did ,he political question remain acz‘te?

NKV: 「rhat ¶1e French coIonialists, it can be said.

succeeded in havlng the Vietnamese Catholic commu-

nity serve their scheme of occupation. Therefore’eVen

before the birth of the Vietnam Com甲unist Party’right

from the beginmng’Vietnamese patriots of a11 factions’

parties and social strata already deno皿Ced with hatred

Catholics who served as一一fifth colurmist" for the French.

鎧詣薫霊(謹豊‡
up to the end of the anti-French Resistance War, the

question of Catholicism had not been brought out in

Saigon. After 1954, the emlgration of about one million

Northem Catholics to South Vietnam created a new situ-

ation. The majority of them were concentrated around

l Ano血er name: Vlnh Thuy ○○ the last klng Ofthe Nguyen dynasty from

1925 unt= 1945,

2　Anti-French coIonlallStS mOVement Of VletnameSe Confuclan

scholars-PatrlOtS∴at血e end of the XIXth cenlury.

3∵rhe war of resIStanCe under the leadershIP Of the CorrmumSt Party of

Vlemam (1945-1954) againsI French coIomalists fo【 the natlOna=ndependence

4 Secret organlZatlOn under the -eadershlP Of the CommumSt Pa「ty of

Vle血am (bcfb「C 1945)
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Saigon into a belt to support the pro-US administration.

Diem and 「rhieu both wcrc Catholic Presidents. The gen-

erals, ministcrs and important personalitics of the

Saigon rcglme WCrC also Catholic. Whcn therc was

a mass introduction ofしJS troops into Victnam, the

Amcrican Cardinal, Spcllman, himsclf came to Saigon

to lead the Vietnamese Catholic congregation, Which re-

Ceived large US aid to incrcase its reputation.

V.S: /n wor/d Calholici∫m /n lhe 1960’5 Ihere was

an open /en(iency /O Climinale e,X’tremi∫/ Views, Which

WaS CZ/笹rmed by /he Va壷an Congre5∫ /l. Dld /his /en-

dency have any ;I卵uence on Vietnam al /hat /ime?

NKV: We can say that after the Vatican Congress II at

the end ofthc 60’s, the Catholic comnunity in Saigon was

appearcntly differentiated. On the one side, the majority of

PrO-US dignitaries r匂ected the new arguments put foIWard

by Vatican II. (One Cardinal sent by the Valican lo Saigon

to makc known the new linc was not rcceivcd by the

Saigon council of bishops). On the o血er, SeVeral young

Catholic monks and prleStS trained in Westcm Europe

deeply understood and sharcd thc Vatican II line. In the

SamC yCarS Whcn US intervention massively lnCreaSCd,

bruta=y trampled undc「foot a11 human valucs and national

Culture, and the Saigon administration turned out to be all

the more corrupt, the group of young Catholic monks and

PrleStS bcgan to launch a camIralgn for pcacc, agamSt COr-

ruption, ft)r thc rctum to thc nation and rc」eCtion of the

anti-COmmunlSt line.

V..S: Whlch /ren(1 prevaile(わがer初f,ration?
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NKV." Probably言n 1975 thc ant主c・一mmumSt llne

among (「ath(而pcople wa、 dぐfeatcd ∧=ha川me、 1he

c高rcmist clementヽ WC「e nCl血「 ablc t‘、 m高lll,e thc

Cath品cヽ Wlth thclr medicval cxlrcm1、1 artlume置115

aヽ ln 1954, nUr CaPablc ‘)fspon…「lng dI同lC川oo‘同、em十

grntion皿c revolutionary lcadcrs madc publlC a pr)licy o宣“

rcspect for the frcedom of bclicfe and the hlgh-ranking

CathollC dignitaries (Of the叫Archbishop Nguycn Van

Binh played an important role) also tact餌1y ca11ed on the

Catholic cormunity to cany out the line of concord.

v.s: How could c] radical anl証omm〃nisl /ine be cas-

ily sh折ed /0 ’ha′ Q年allonal con。。rd?

NKV: In thc Catholic congrcgation’the supreme leader

plays a decisive role. In fact in 1975 this role belonged to

the o匝Ctive historic factors. The emigration (1n 1954)

brought about one m皿on Catholics - the maJOrity being

poor peasants of No血Victnam - Out Of the cIose

framcwork of poor all-CathollC Vi11agcs. Dcspite the

fac=hat in the South they were concentrated undcr thc

tight controI of Catholic dignitaries, thcir lives basically

changed, and there was no Iongcr a favorable terrain for

medieval extremism to cxist. 「「he upheavals that oc-

curred continuously over twenty ycars, the compulsory

rilitary′ Service to wage an atrocious war made asplrations

for peace prcvail over all other thoughts. In 1978’On the

day o白he clection of the new Popc’I stood together

with hundreds of thousands of persons in Saint Peter’s

Square (Roma) to wait for the election rcsults. When I

was told tha=he new Pope was a Polish bishop wel1
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known for hlS anti-COmmunis=endcncy I really felt very

WOrried about the forthcomlng Orientation of the Viet-

namese Catholic congregation.

Back in Vietnam, after some meetings, I found that

the pagc of history had tumed over. The objective situ-

ation in thc country and the world had not permitted any-

One tO launch a movement to partition the Catholic

COmmunity from the Vietnamese nation. The policy to

OPen the door for the development of the prlVate eCO-

nomic sector’ for forelgn investment have strongly

Shaken the foundation of medieval extremist thoughts.

V.S.: So互om "OW On, Jhere will be "O mOre que5tion?

NKV.. It’s not so simple. In pnnciple言t is not diffi-

Cul=o undcrsland the split o白he religious and secular

life. Either one believes in Jesus Christ言n Buddha or

One is atheist, that is one’s personal affairs. Bu=o

fight aggression or not, tO build which political re-

glme, arC the common task. Citizens ofa country must

COeXist to build up a ncw socicty. During thc war, I sti11

remember, I was evacuated from the city and stayed

With a Catholic pcasant family. The host was a 60-year-

Old man whose son was a military man in the anti-US

rcsistance war. Everyday, at 4 a.m. hc woke the whole

family to say prayers’and they did the same agaln in the

evenlng before golng tO bed. At every air alarm, the old

man and I shared the same shclter. Once he told me:
一一Suppose that a bomb expIodcs ovcr our shelter, I would

go and sce Jesus - Wrlat atX)ut yOu’Whcr? Will you go?’’・

I laughcd‥ iiI’ve never餌ought about五丁軸Iy know that
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you and I share the same destiny. For us the main con-

cem now is how to drive out US troops’’・

V.S: Why Js /here, /om /ime /O肩me, SOme ;ncldenl

whlch still denotes /he con/I・adiction between /he Catho-

1ic5 and /he S’tate?

NKV: The genera=ine exists, but it is implemented

through the coopcration of the State,s authorities and the

religious digni↓aries. The o餓cials of these two admini-

strations grew up and worked in a histo「ic period餌1 of

tense developments・ Thus, they can hardly glVe uP their

simple ways of thinking and practiccs in their daily life.

Moreover, StrOng Centr血gal trend is one of the

characteristics of CathoIicism∴皿e Catholic congrega-

tion of any country always strictly abide by’and carry

into erfec=he instructions from the Vatican. “rhe imple-

mentation of their religions doctrines cannot avoid

touching some concrete issues of secular life. Located in

the West, the Vatican hardly makc decisions that evade,

willingly or unwillingly’the influence from the great

Westem powers. For the State,s part, it has a not inslg-

nificant number of omcials who were dogmatically

trained and experienced hardships under the administra-

tions ofNgo Dinh Diem and Nguyen Van Thicu’l.e un-

der the ruling power of Catholics- Not only communists

but also the majority of Vietnamese patriots, eSPeCia11y

Buddhist believers, find it difficult to forgct the historic

tragedy betwcen the Catholic community and non-

Catholics. Only a long historic process ofjointly build-

1ng a nCW SOCicty wi= gradua11y hca=he past wounds.
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Outside inte「vention will only aggravate the contradic-

tions and proIong the tense situation’Which is not bene-

ficial to any side.

V.S.: rhe qz鮒llon q/ Calholicism高r,OW rather

clear・ Wo話d yoz‘ Please ’aたe “p ano,her complicaled

is鋤e -　Saigon,s /ntellecluals?

NKV: Saigon is the outpost which had the earliest

contact and cIosest relations with the west of all other

reglOnS. The contacI with the West has two aspects:

- Opposition agalnSt military aggressions.

- Acceptance of culture and the lifestyle.

Patriotic Confucian scholars, tyPical was Nguyen

Dinh Chieu, reSOlutely ft)ught against forelgn invasion

with their traditional culture. Saigon intellectuals have in-

heritcd this patriotic splrit for,OVer 100 years. 1975 can

be considered thc end of the military struggle agalnSt

forelgn aggreSSion. What is more complicated is the

cultural assimilation. For a long time, intellectuals of

Asian - African countries have had an eamest asplra-

tion for the earliest, quickest, mOSt abundant acqulSi-

tion of scient誼c knowledge from the West. Hence,

there is血e tendency to venerate the West’tO belittle

tnditional culture and acqulre the westem lifestyle ir-

respective of good and bad manners. In the past

Saigon, many families used to have lheir children

lcarn French from childhood. When they grew up, they

could only babble their甲othcr-tOngue. It is quite un-

derstandable that after liberation our country confronted
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a diversified picture of cultures‥ traditional, French

American, and South Vietnamesc officials regrouped in

the North or those sent to support thc South brought here

what they had leamt in Hanoi or other socialist coun-

tries. Never before has Saigon been so obvious a cultural

exchange place (in the past, Chinese and Indian cultures)

as today.皿e question is whether this hodgepodge

would lead to harmonious integration creating a new

Vietnamese culture with a national and modem charac-

ter or to chaotic heterogeneous one.皿is question is

presslng for large cities’eSPeCially HCM City, tO SOIve.

V.S∴ Which Js Jhe s/ronge5t /endency now?

NKV.・ It is how to catch up with the scientific and

technoIogical achievements recorded by the world in the

pas=hirty years while Vietnam was plunged into war

and cut off from intemational relatlOnS. VletnameSe

intellectuals think that llVing ln a COuntry technica11y

backward or occupied by forclgn aggrCSSOrS is not dif-

ferent.皿ey feel all the more humiliated to note that

neighbourlng Southeast Asian countries which, 20-30

years ago’Were inferior to Vietnam in some fields’have

now become teachers for Vietnam.

V,S.: Will Vie/name5e Jntellec接al5 be able Jo.catCh

岬with other co〃ntries ;n /he scient揮and /echnical

力eld? More concretely, Will Sdi Gon /ntellect胸応be able

to keep pace高,h ’heir Bangkok counte′partS?

NKV: I don,t think this is too di餓cult to do. Vietnam

has a long-Standing tradition of acqumng new knowIcdge

and lcarnlng ln general. The experiencc drawn from the
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community of overseas Vietnamese affirms that言f there

are good conditions for leamlng and displaylng talent’

the Vietnamese will not be inferior to any other nation.

At present in France’the United State, Canada’Austra-

1ia, etC., a Slgnificant n-1mber of Vietnamese are holding

high office at universities’SCientific rcsearch institutes

and large companies; a number of overseas Vietnamese

experts are sen=o work abroad as specialists from Westem

govemments or transnational corporations. When a new

technique, for instance’COmPuterization or any other

technoIogy, lS imported, the Vietnamese learn it very

quickly. I think that in the domain of intelligence and

leammg, there is nothing to worry about.

V.S: rhen what /s /he concern?

NKV: The situation in Sai Gon over the past 20 years

has shown up two great concems:

- 111e hotchpotch import of various cu血res has become

a forelgn Cultural aggression gradua11y undermimng the

values of the national culture and troubling social ordcr.

- The forelgn-Oriented tendency of the m糾ority of in-

tellectuals may lead to the loss of grey matter to forelgn

countries. I met a Filipino professor who complained that

in his cou血y intellectunls leamed English from childhood.

After graduating from Universities the majority of those

qualified went to the United States for work. He didn’t

know whcther Vietnam confronted such a situntion.

-一・Not now, I said - because few Vietnamese intel-

1ectuals havc good command of the English language.
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But in some years to come - there wi11 be lots ofpersons

fluent ln English and I don’t know whether the majority

of them wi11 stay or leave the country".

V.S〇・ What can retain /hem or ma后e /hem /eave

the country?

NKV.・ Thc first factor is whether the State and society

is able to create the conditions for inte11ectuals to bring

their professional skills into full play. We should admit

that the majority of Vietnamese intellectuals have quite

low salaries so far but a lot of research or study work

to do. The market economy has divided them into two

categivries: the small high-income number who work

with foreign countries or as∴eXPertS. for important na-

honal・ progranmeS and the low-income majority having

葦蔀誼ving conditions. In a City likc Sai Gon, there are

many oppo血nities to work at non-State offices. How-

ever, in a newly developlng COuntry’an inte11ectual will

only have the conditions to display his talent餌Iy when

he is glVen an important position by the State. Confucian

scholars used to say‥一一one must come out into the world

(to go into mandarinate) to have血e oppo巾nity to govern

the State and help humanity一一・ Apart from the salary’the

30-year War and the building of a State machinery have

led to an inadequate mechanism of empIoymg and pro-

moting intcllectuals’eSPeCia11y those, Who had worked

with the former reglme in Saigon. In the first years after

liberation, this was the most urgent question in relations

between the State and Saigon intellcctuals. In the Il)llowlng

years, many POSitive changes were recorded.
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V.S.: That deals with Jhe State’s part. As/br Jhe part

〆/he contigent Q声nlellec寝als, What are /heir Jnmo51

寿elings and /houghl∫?

NKV: According to the Vietnamese tradition’an in-

tellectual (in the old times known as一一nho話一- a Confu-

cian scholar) is an erudite and qualified person (having

profound knowledge on laws, regulations and partly’

management oftrades) and at the same time a ’悌sr’-

an individual who has an ideal and personal ethics to

orientate his private life. Therefore, he either一一別dt"

or一一誰一-tO gO into or to reslgn from the mandari-

nate. Today lntellectuals cannot completely soIve the

same question on their own. This attitude depends upon

the view on the value of the individual vis-a-Vis the na-

tional community'　Before liberation, almost no one

placed themselves outside of血e com皿nity; and the

ethic was to sacrifice every血ing for the conrmunity when

necessary. An inte11ectual who had a comfchable life in

Saigon could leave everything behind to go to the resis-

tance base. In times ofpeace, the values ofan individual

were again brought to the fore, While the influence of

Westem thoughts prevailed over Confucian ones. It must

be made clear血at even Confucianism never compels

the individual to sacrifice himself wholly for the com-

munity. A numbcr of pcrsons dcvote themselves entirely

to the technical field; like ostriches, they only know their

OWn PrOfessional knowledge and the broader task of a

SCholar月k♂ sr- being left outside their scope. This way

Of thinking may be right for some time’but sooner or
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1ater, thcy should take a definitive attitude. Ifthey havc

only tcchnical knowledge’Why shouldn,t they leavc for

a richcr country to do business when conditions arisc.

V.S. How ;s /he qLtC5/ion cf ’’弟諦一㌦’rro go ;n/O Or re-

5ign互om ,he marz‘出産m′e) posed jbr Sdrgon fntellectL働Js?

NKV: During thc occupation’amOng the Saigon intel-

lectual circles appeared existentialism - an adaptation of

a similar trend in Francc.皿s ideoIogical current absolutised

山e individ山frcedom and belittled the qucstion of '一xu糾-

known a=ha=ime as '一din than▼一(translated from thc

French一一engagement'一). In frty this was a fom ofnon-CO-

operation with the pro-US rcgime. ¶e m袖vrity of exis-

tcntialists gradually particIPated in the anti-Wa「 mOVement’

adhered to the当hird force一一, and advocated national con-

cord and cooperation with the liberation forces.

V.S.: /Iow abo所,he post-1ibera,ion period?

NKV: After liberation, it is difficult for existentialism

to exist. 1「he qucstion of particIPation or non-ParticIPa-

tion in or even opposition to the new rcglme arOuSed a

lot ofcontrovcrsy. Even those who took part in thc anti-

US war felt puzzled by the Statc machinery comlng from

the resistancc base and the North, Which was built for

about 30 years according to a special model・ To aqjust

oncself to this machinery requircd some changes in their

lifestyle and way of thinking. To return to thc nation言O

build up a new society was the ideal enthusiastically ac-

cepted. IIowcver, tO Put into practice this ideal, One

couldn,t stay outside thc Statc machincry. In an undcr-

developcd country with the markct cconomy which
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The differentiation between the rich and the poor is an

inevitable consequence of血e market economy. Can the

PCOPle of Saigon, eSPeCially the intcllectual circle,

CIcarly scc this differentiation between thcir City and

Other localitlCS`? In the City itsclf; the dirferentiation

among social st「ata is the decpest of a= other areas. I

think, thc mos章presslng queStion for thc whoIc∴COunt「y,

mainly for Saigon inte11ectuals to ponder over is how to

develop the market economy and not broadcn the gap

between the rich and the poor. 「mis question also seems

to be ofprlmary lmPOrtanCe tO all nations today. I would

likc to caIl to mind the words ofa sage who lived 2000

years ago: ’’People are afraid not of poverty but unfair

distribution’’. 「rhe Victnamese, PrObably, Still remember

that during the war, they were of one mind’Sharing weal

and woc. In the resistance bases, however poor they

might be, nO-One fe宜unhappy. Of course’We do not

dream of an cverlasting poor life; I think, due to current

development, it is possible to produce enough food and

CIothes; but it is rather hard to avoid the differentiation

betwecn the rich and the p()Or. Has human intclligence

go=he ability to find a solution?

V.S‥" Do you /hink Vietnam will be able /O SOIve Jhis

q〃eStion?

NKV: I’ve already told you I am not a prophet. And

I don,t belicve anyone in our era can predict all the afL

fairs of this world, eVCn though he holds ten Harvard

Doctorates・ The United States has the most up-tO-date

COmPuter tCChnoIogy’the most talented experts of
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marketing, management, COmmunication, etC., Yet in the

PaSt 20 years it has known not a few failures. American

SOCiety has exposed many deadlocks. Even Japan, a

COuntry COnSidered to have marvelously soIved the ques-

tion ofsocio-CCOnOmic development, has begun to reveal

Serious defects. For myself; although I’ve realized that

SO many illusions were nurtured by me in the past, I,ve

kcpt the confidence in the human beings, ability to find

an outlet without needing to pray to any god. Human

intelligence is the basis to search for a way to go. Hu-

manities, including history - an important science, are

able to help human beings create counterweights to the

SternneSS Of the market economy. Now, agaln With Sai

Gon intellectuals’if they wish to make a profound study,

they cannot plunge along the forelgn-Oriented centrrfu-

gal trend. They should integrate in and collaborate with

Other reglOnS Ofthe country, eSPeCially with Hanoi. In

the field of computers or electronics, CIose relations

With the United State or Japan are the most preferable.

Bu=en or twcnty years at So「bonne or Harvard will be

insu鮒cient and unnecessary for the Vietnamcse to have

a profound understanding of society and human beings.

After thc successful nationa=iberation when the economy

Started to develop, We CannOt entertain such backward

humanities. In this aspect, may I say openly tha子統i

Gon intellectuals have not made血e pro重鷲r e餓)rtS; they

are obsessed by technoIogy and the economy which are

absorbing almost all their vitality.

V"S∴ Do you Jntend /O belittle Jhe market cconomy?

73



NKV.. I,ve almosl no=OuChed thc markct cconomy

bccause so much information on it can bc found in any

book or ncwspaper today. My additional views would

bc supcrnuous. 「l「hrough thc cyes of a historian’I’d

likc to have a comprchensivc view, SO that any careful

analys重S Ofwhatevcr subjcct wi= enablc mc to rcason

the othcr ones. Here, I am only analyzlng’and putting

forward a number of questions, nOt making sugges-

tions or rcc。mmCndations to any-One.

V.S∴ Neverlhele∫S, WOuld yo〃 Please outline∴SOme

5ketches (ゾ/his Cily fn /he year 2000?

NKV: Saigon-HCM City now has about five mil-

1ion inhabitants. Likc all other large citics orthe third

world such as Manila, Bangkok, Jakarta, Cairo’Sao

Paulo, CtCっit is l証ing numerous urgent issucs. I宜st

of al吊t is impossible to prevent poor inhabilants comng

from the rural areas throughout the country t。 Saigon.

No matter how stric=hc rcsidencc reglStration is` hun-

drcds of thousands of inhabitants from =oang Iノien

Son, Quang Binh, B1nh Dinh arc streamlng he「e cvery

ycar. (証tainly’by thc ycar 2000 the qucstion of fam-

ily planning wi= hardly bc resoIvcd in thc Victnamcse

countryside. (Evcn China f()11owing a vcry strict pol-

1Cy ln this area is sti11 unsucccssful - muCh lcss Victnam

having such loose rcgulationsリ. 1t will be difficult for

Sai Gon to avoid the existence of一一ghost hamlets一一where

non-registered inhabitants gather, VagrantS Who havc un-

stablc Iodging and occupations; Or tO SOIvc the question

ofstreet children古n Saigon, ifonc wo「ks a little ha「d
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or is a little bit cunnlng, One Can eam 5’000-10’000

dongs a day - an amOunt that is not easy to gam in

rural areas. The authorities and mass 。rgan17ations havc

rcali/Cd thc importance of thcsc issucs. But it is not

known whcthcr their su切cctivc e「fi)rtS Can COnfron=hc

objectivc tcndcncy to pour money o白he whoIc country

into this city. Wi= thc Statc’thc ccntra=cvcl bc ablc to

coordinatc, tO inves白n the arcas far from thc world eco-

nomic cxchange`? Bcsidcs, the differcntiatlOn bctwccn

(hc rich and the poor...

V.S.: Are /here any more qL′eS/ion5?

NKV: Like other large cltics’Saigon’s infrastructurc

is inadcquate. It always faces communications’Water,

electricity, and residential houslng Shortages’ln SPite of

thc fねthat it is thc bestequlPPCd city in Victnam. How

much longcr wi11 this s血ation last? With the scientific-

tcchnical progress ofthc prcscn=ime this problem is not

difficul=o 「esoIvc; ln SOmC do7enS Ofycars’Saigon to-

gcther wlth I3ien十Ioa-Vung Tau will be tumed into a

largc and modcrn urban cente「・ If intcresIcd only ln CCO-

nomics, SCicnce and technology, thc Saigon inte=ectual

circle casily find their own lif由ylc. As grcatly as thcy

may bc absorbcd by informatics or cconomic manage-

mcnt, thcy can ha「dly deny wha=hey havc to confront

and dcal with in thc strcet, at homc in thc convcrsations

with thcir childrcn, SuCh as∴CnVironmental pol山ion’

prostitution, drug addiction’ gangS Of law-brcaking

youth and juvcnlle dclinquents, elc., and the unlOuCtte

of∧H)S which bcgins to pose a thrcat to this (「ity PeopIc
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Currently are only interested in for whom to work? For

the State to help thc State bodies with managlng the

COuntry Or for prlVate forclgn COmPanics to double the

Salary? They don’t care probab獲y, What and who they are

to serve. Over血e past years, like the whole of Vietnam,

this City wen=hrough a serious crisis. A way out of

the crisis has most likely been found, but there is more

than just the economy! To accept low payment as Con-

fucius said: ”It is not necessary for the gentleman (quin

t寄) to be full当s clearly a question of ethics. Can Viet-

nam ovcrcome the current ethical crisis?

V・S∴ You have repeated句, rq/かred /O Co生旬ciLIS. Do

yoL` advocat; a retWn Jo Co牢旬cianism?

NKV: No. Yet in the present society, there are sti11

PeOPle who wish to restorc Confucianism You might

havc seen the posters in many schooIs with the words:

’一First, learn the rites (morality); then, the literature

(know量edge)’’. ThlS is also a common trend of some

Asian countries which wcrc dccply influcnced by Confu-

Cianism such as China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan and cs-

PeCially Singapore. It can be said that at prescnt a current

Of neo-Confucianism is prevailing ln the hope of import-

1ng the most up-tO-datc tcchnoIogy’Whilc maintaimng a

SOCiety with the r血als and strict rcgulations ofthe past, a

SOCiety wherc individuals arc ready to sacrificc their in-

terests for the sake ofthe stable order of society. I am

reluctan=o sympathize wlth such a prospcct. As a his-

torian, I find it difficult for the country to go countcr to

history. The Vietnamese nation accepted many forclgn

76

ldeol()glCal currents. =avlng faeeし1 ncw ldcol‘)glC、・ SuCh

aヽ (「allrolicism, l)emocratlC libe「allヽm, MarxISm for 200

)/ear`. OしIr natlOn C()ulし1 hardly 「e、ieC=hem dnd ()bdu-

ratcly stlCk to血old ones. ()n thc baゝlS ()仕)lk i`nd trd∵

111tlOnal cul血e known to many pe。r)le aゝ D‘一ng Son

culture - OCCurred an inlegration o白hrce rellg10nS工a(ト

ism, (‘。nfucianlSm and Ifuddhism. Now three m‘一re are

addcd. Wl11 there be ”a cocxistence 。1’sIX 「elig10n、甲? Ol‘

course, I can’t soIvc lhis que血)n by myゝCl= ()nly put

i=b「wハ「し1.



HO CHI MINH CITY: A I)ANORAMA

A. REQUIRI]I) INFORMA“rION

Top。g「aPhy

IIo Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) now comprises

Saigon city, (ria Dinh provincc and a part of thc formcr

Cho LOn PrOVincc.

I=ics bctwccn para11els lOo38’and llolO’Lat N,

and meridians 106022’and 186o54’Lo噂E Its ccnter

is 50 km east ofthc l〕astcrn Sca as the crow mCS, and

1730 km from Hanoi by road.

LOCatCd bctween thc Mckong dclta, eaStern Nam Bo,

SOuthcrn 「I“rung Bo, SOuthem Tay Nguyen (thc ccntral

fIighlands), thc city adjoins Tay Ninh and Song Bc prov-

1nCC in the north, Dong Nai province and thc Iねstcm Sca

in the east, and Long An provincc in thc wcst and thc

SouthwesしIts avcrage allitude is 5 3 met「cs abovc sca

levcl言ts northem par白s 10-25 mctres hlgh, its central

Part is 5-10 mctrcs high; thc Iowcst pa「t in thc south and

the southwest is O.5-2 mctrcs high

Thirty kilometrcs north along No. 1 Nati(一na= Ilghway

is thc Bien =oa industrial ′OnC. ∧t a distance of 125 km

from萱Io Chi Minh City lS Vung 「「au City - a CCntrC

Of oil and gas cxpIoitation and an ideal holiday rcsort
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l he Mckong dclta lics in thc southwes仁l‘wo ma」Or 「lV-

ers flow through the City‥ thc SalgOn rivcr and thc I)ong

Nai 「ivcr.

‘I「hc (「ity itsclf is an important port as the Saigon

rlVer is accessible to 30.000-tOnnC Ships・ It is linked by

a rive「 lranspOrt nCtWOrk to the castcm and wcstcm part

(血hc country and to Cambodia. Thcre arc many arterial

roads and national highways. Tan Son Nhat is a largc

lnternational airport.

2,056 sq km, including 84’000 ha ofagrlCultural land’

41,000 ha of forest and fisherics and 38’000 ha ofres主

dential arca and land for specializcd use. In the urbani-

/at10n PrOCCSS’an aVCrage 9f 700-1000 ha of cultlVated

land havc bcen turned to othcr uscs ovc「 cach year.

「I`he soi=s old and new a11uvium. It consists ofalum

(30%), grCy earth of old alluvlal origln (19.4%), and

salted earth (12.3%).

Population

fty late 1994, thc city counted 4,753’000 1nhabitants

with 2,603,000 people of working age; 1 ’698’000 of them

are working mainly in industry’COmmerCe’agricu皿e’

forestry, tranSPOrt COmmunications, building・ etC.

C1imatc

「rhere are two cIcarly distinct seasons工he dry

(from Novembcr to April) and the wct (from May to

octobcr). Annual avcrage temperature‥ 27O(∴Amua1
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