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PREFACE

The 20th anniversary of the liberation of South Viet-
nam and the reunification of the country (April 30, 1975
- April 30, 1995) has recently been celebrated in Ho Chi
Minh City and throughout Vietnam.

Twenty years is not such a long passage of time in
the history of a city or a nation. However, during this
period the authorities and the people of Ho Chi Minh
City have overcome the aftermath of the past and the
serious socio-cconomic erisis full of numerous difficul-
tics and challenges. They managed to maintain the lead-
ing role of the city as an important national and
international cconomic, cultural and trade centre in

Vietnam and in the region.

The trend of the positive development of the City
is irreversible. Yet the city is facing many questions
10 be resolved. For those who are interested in its past,
present and future this collection is being published by
The Gioi Publishers. It includes speeches, interviews and
research work by the Party‘s and the State’s leaders, the
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famous historian, Dr. Nguyen Khac Vien, and other wit-

nesses to history.

We are happy to offer you this book.

IN THE INTEREST OF THE BUILDING AND

May 1995
DEVELOPMENT OF HO CHI MINH CITY

The Gioi Publishers - Hanoi

Excerpt from the speech delivered by Mr.
Truong Tdn Sang, Party Central Commit-
tee member, Deputy Secrectary of the
City Party Committee, Chairman of the
City People’s Committee, on April 30,
1995 — the 20th anniversary of the
City's liberation and May Day

Twenty years ago, on April 30, 1975, at 11.30 am. to
the cheerful shouts of the entirc people and army, the glo-
rious flag of our country fluttered over the roof of the last
fortress of the Sai Gon regime, announcing the complete
victory of the Ho Chi Minh campaign, the peak of the
Spring 75°s general attack and uprising. The 30-ycar strug-
gle for national salvation recorded total victory! ‘

..Right after liberation, we began to heal the wounds
of war, restored production, cared for the people’s life,
built and protected the City. This is a primary objective
set by the Party, administration and people of the City
at a time when such a large City - the enemy’s nerve
centre of the war in the recent past - confronted hun-
dreds of thousands of questions with untold conse-
quences: an economy paralyzed by war, millions of
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unemployed, raging social evils and a "white belt zone'
full of bomb craters and mines laid all over suburban
districts...

...Ina short period of a few post-war years, the
econamy was gradually restored and developed, the po-
litical situation stabilized; the material and cultural life
of different social strata, mainly poor working people,
improved step by step. But like the rest of the country,
the City experienced a difficult stage, including the con-
sequences of a concentrated, bureaucratic, subsidized
mechanism. Like other localities, the Party, the admini-
stration and people of the City endeavoured to bring into
play the spirit of "courage to think and to act", to bear
responsibility, to seriously and realistically draw lessons
from their experiences and organize a break-through in
renovation of the economic mechanism. They accelerated
the development of production and successfully cared
for the people’s lives. Along with other provinces and
cities of the country, the City made contributions to the
all-round renovation policy initiated by the Sixth Party
Congress (1986), then reaffirmed and developed by the
Seventh Party Congress.

Over the past twenty years, the City has had a dash
of vigour and ethusiasm, particularly over the recent ten
years with the implementation of the renovation line, the
building and defence of the City has become more ex-
citing. The open-door policy, the socalist-oriented multi-
sector economy opefating along the market mechanism
and the diversified, multilateral foreign policy constitute
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a new gust of wind and bring enthusiasism to five million
inhabitants who feel more at ease in earning their living,
in enriching themselves and their country. Being aware of
the renovation of their Homeland, overseas Vietnamese
have actively contributed their capital, drive and intelli-
gence to the building of the City and country. The are more
and more foreign countries investing and establishing eco-
nomic cooperation with the City. The socio-economic po-
tential is being aroused; all economic sectors are actively
operating, many socio-economic infrastructure works have
been built; industrial zones, new-populated areas and ur-
banized regions are rapidly developing. All of this has
brought profound changes and very important initial
achivements which serve as the basis for more rapid
changes to the City in the next stage.

As a large economic center in Vietnam and the re-
gion, the City has been playing, at the same time, the
role of a multi-function center. Over the past twenty
years, the GDP has increased over three times and GDP
per capita over twofold. Since 1990, the socio-economic
situation has come out of recession stage and the rate of
investment by all economic sectors increased ninefold of
which foreign investment accounts for 30%, with both
sources of capital having a tendency to increase quickly.
The socio-economic infrastructure has experienced
changes for the better in the inner City and suburban
areas, creating favorable conditions for economic, cul-
tural and social development. The annual average cco-
nomic growth rate reached 12.5%, the GDP per capita,
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810 USS in 1994, every year over 100,000 persons are
cmployed, gradually reducing the unemployment rate.
The annual increase of export of over 15% has actively
contributed to the general balance of payments of the
country and prices have been relatively stabilized.

With a population accounting for 6.4% and 7.3% of
the country’s labour force, the City has contributed 19%
of GDP and 28% of the State budget to the successful
building of the country.

Together with economic development, the City has
always attached importance to cultural development, to
the raise of the cultural level of the people, especially
those living in remote areas. Literature and art, informa-
tion and the press have incessantly developed and met
the requirements of economic growth and the diversified
needs of all social strata, particularly the youth. Educa-
tion and training have been paid due attention; the num-
ber of general education and university students hase
increased. The care for the people’s health has been suc-
cessful, the number of beds and doctors rapidly increas-
ing; the rate of poor patients who are treated free of
charge has also increased. The primary health care and
the gymnastic and sport movement have also gained mo-
mentum among the people.

A great number of mass movements have left favour-
able impressions on the people’s minds over the past
twenty years: the movement to cncourage study, to raise
funds to sponsor talented poor students and to sponsor
young talented students in their studies. The movement
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to eliminate famine and reduce poverty, which inherits
and develops the good ethics of the Vietnamese, has
received dozens of billion dongs contributed by all so-
cial strata to help one another and has created jobs for
dozens of thousands of poor houscholds. As a result,
famine has basically ended and part of the population
has become better off. Thank to the housing programmc,
the arca per capita is now 7 sq.m. as against 5 sq.m in
1990 and every year over two million square metres of
housing are built. The movement to construct "gratitude
houses" has created some thousands of flats thanks to
the contribution made by the populace. Up to now. the
housing question for "policy beneficiaries" has been fun-
damentally solved. Many living quarters have bcen
beautifully rebuilt and have brought a new life to poor
people who had to live miserable lives in the slums. As
regards suburban rural areas, which were scriously
devastated in the war, now 98% of communes have clec-
tricity; a number of communes have implemented the
clectrification programme, bringing electricity to house-
holds, contributing to the improvement of the material
and intellectual life of the inhabitants living in remote

areas and revolutionary bascs.

Over the past twenty years, the City has always been
a target to be destroyed by anti-Vietnamese forces. With
the undaunted tradition of our people, with the wisdom,
creativencss and courage of the People’s Armed forces,
we always care for national defence, unceasingly con-
solidate our forces, heighten revolutionary vigilance,
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firmly secure political and social order and resolutely
defend peaceful construction and successful renovation.

On the path of construction and defence of the City,
many typical examples have been set in all fields. Various
strata of people, government officials and army men, in-
dividuals and collectives belonging to many generations
and being trained by different sources have made every
effort, have united to overcome difficultics and hard-
ships and finnaly have scored the present achivements.
The loftiest is that living in the Ho Chi Minh cra they
know how to reaffirm themselves and advance forward,
for the benefit of the lofty ideal.

On behalf of the Party Committee, Administrationand
Fatherland Front of the City, I warmly congratulate these
great accomplishments and exploits recorded in all fields
by all strata of the people, government officials and ar-
mymen in the building and defence of the glorious City.
[ would like to express sincere congratulations to those
provinces and cities which have scored fine achivements
and have drawn varied and rich lessons; I also wish “to
express deep gratitude of fraternal feclings, whole-
hearted support and unfettered assistance from the whole
country extended to this city over the past twenty years.

Dear countrymen,
Dear comrades and friends,

In twenty years of the building and defence of the
City, all levels, branches and strata of the people have
firmly maintained political stability which serves as a
steady foundation for economic development and the
improvement of the people’s lives. At the same time
they have done their utmost to gradually bring the City
out of the socio-economic crisis, to give it a fair growth
rate and to create bright prospects for the City to enter
a new higher development stage in the final years of this
century. They have made a worthy contribution to cnter,
along with the whole country, the period of "industriali-
zation and modernization" and to narrow the gap, the
lagging behind, in comparison with other cities and
countries of the region.

Our City, Dong Nai and Ba Ria-Vung Tau constitute
the core, the motive force of development of the key
economic area in South Vietnam, of which HCM City
is developing as a multi-functional ccter: industry,
science, technology, commerce, finance, culture and

services center, an important exchange place with the
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outside world. I'rom a very low starting point in com-
parision with the surrounding citics of the region and
with a sense of responsibility towards the country, from
now up to the year 2000, we are determined to rcach a
stable average annual growth rate of 15% and upwards.
We are determined to increase GDP per capita to 1,500
USS in 2000, i.c. to create a twofold increase as com-
pared with 1994 and to lower the unemployment rate to
5%. We will augment export and forcign currency serv-
ices three fold as against 1994 and tightly control im-
ports, in order to make the domestic market healthy and
urgently prepare the necessary basis for the next stage

of development at the beginning of the 21st century.

More than ever, the City should have great determi-

nation to ensure the tempo of development, with cco-

nomic growth linked to social progress — the usc of

domestic resources being decisive and that of external
forces, important — and to build the City in conformity
with the objective of "a wealthy people, strong country,
fair and civilized society". Different strata of people and
overseas countrymen should make every effort to exploit
all domestic potentials and opportunities, including the
expansion of cooperation with southern provinces, cities
and the whole country, which will serve as the basis for

obtaining external resources. We shall be recady "to close

the past, 1o look forward to the future” in the interest of

the objective of development.
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"The renovation and development are closely associ-
ated with the leadership of the Party, with the renewal
and rcorganization of the Party, the continued building
and perfection of the State in accordance with the reso-
lutions of the Party Central Committee.

To further the improvement of the capacity of Party
leadership and cffeciency of the State administration in
the vital relations between the Party, administration and

the people.

Imbued with Uncle Ho's thought: "If we obtain the
people’s confidence, we will be able to do cverything"
(literally: we are not afraid of anything), we should do
our best so that the people become more closely con-
nected with the Party in accordance with the spirit "the
Party belicves the people, the people believe the Party".

General Sccretary Do Muoi has "earnestly called on
all Vietnamese to grasp President Ho Chi Minh's lofty
thought, highly value the great cause, take the general
objective as a common one, eliminate complexes, hatred,
look forward to the future, and unite into one block in
the interest of the country and nation". More than any-
one ¢lse, public officials and Party members should turn
the above words into feelings, thoughts and deeds. We

will surcly have a new foree, and gain new victories.

...In the immediate future, there will be great oppor-
tunities. Our country lies in a dynamic ecconomic arca of

Asia and the Pacific. Advantages and big challenges are
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always intermingled; we all should be firm, vigilant,
courageous and intelligent to overcome the challenges,
make the most of the opportunities, drive back the dangers
and bring renovation to its final success in conformity with
the path chosen by President Ho Chi Minh — the social-
ist-oriented path to people’s happiness.

INTERVIEW GIVEN BY THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE HO CHI MINH CITY
PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE TRUONG TAN SANG
TO "DAI DOAN KET" REVIEW.

On the 20th anniversary of liberation of the City
(April 30, 1975-Arpil 30, 1995)

Correspondent (C): According 1o the development
plan of the City, in the year 2000, the average income
per capita shall exceed 1,000 US$. What should be done
to reach this objective?

Chairman Truong Tan Sang (Chairman): In the 1991-94
period, the average annual increase of GDP was 12.5%
over the preceding period (86-90). Especially in 1994,
GDP increased 14.5%, the average per capita 810 USS.
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The figures prove that the cconomic growth of the
City is quite stable and is increasing. This growth is
associated with the success recorded in the social
sphere: job creation, gradual improvement of the techni-
cal-social infrastructurc, raising the quality of services
related to science and technology, public health, educa-
tion, training, finance, ctc.

These results contitute the starting points for the City
in making an all-sided assessment of the internal and
external factors to accelerate the City’s economic growth.
On the basis of this assessment, we estimate that the aver-
age GDP increase from now to ycar 2000 is 15% and the
average GDP per capita will be 1,400-1,500 USS.

To reach these projected figures, the City will have

to follow systematic solutions:

1. Investment capital:

From the present up to 2000, 12 billion USS of in-
vestment capital are required to cnsure the average an-
nual GDP increase of 15%. According to estimates, the
City must attract 50% of domestic capital and 50% of
foreign capital.

2. The renovation of development planning and pro-
gramming.

Based on the development objectives of planning and
programming, ‘the ‘method and content should be reno-
vated so as to conform to the movement of the market
mechanism. We¢ must take the initiative in forecast and
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information, shall balance inter-branch orientation and

program development objectives.

3. Administrative reform and the training of a con-
tigent of functionaries who are able to meet the require-
ments of the State administration in the new stage.

‘The Government is carrying out a deep reform of na-
tional administration in many ficlds in order to raisc the
efficiency of soctal administration of the State machin-
cry. With regard to HCM City, this task is of particular
importance and requires that the administration be more
capable and cfficient. We will focus on the rearrange-
ment of the administrative machinery, on the improve-
ment of administrative formalities, on the quick training
and re-organisation of our contingent of functionaries.

4. The implementation of consistent, homogencous
policies and measures on the industrialization and
modernization of production.

First of all, we will focus on modernization of the
system of education and training and of rescarch centres;
on the modernization of the network of information and
telecommunications; the modernization of processing
and manufacturing industry sector and of technology
used in the State administration.

5. Due attention is to be paid to the planning of hu-
man resources development in order 0 serve better the

process of industrialization and modernization.
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- The City is focusing on research of the estimates of
the quantity, quality and structure of professional and
technical human resources required in each branch in or-
der to help orientate training.

We will coordinate training organizations (supply)
with labour-using organizations (demand) to work out
training plans to meet the requirements of socio-economic
development. The city has a policy to foster and train a
contigent of "grey-matter" labourers which constitute the
basis of the process of industrialization and modernization.

C: Apart from the economic development, from now
to the year 2000, are there any other urgent questions
to be solved by the city to enter the 21st century?

Chairman: In recent years, HCM City has had a con-
tinuous and stable growth (on an averrage: 12.5% for the
1991-94 period).

However, to obtain further GDP growth means atten-
tion has to be paid to 3 indicators: namely, population
growth rate, inflation and unemployment growth rate.

These are the pressing questions to be solved by the
City before entering the 21st century:

- The basis for growth is not yet steady. Though the
annual average is 12.5%, the absolute level of growth is
still modest because of its very low starting point. In-
dustry which is the main source of growth is in an un-
stable state. The industries which play the role of speeding
up the process of industrialization and modernization of
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the City are still young and the rate of unemployment
is still high (10%).

- The services sector accounts for a high proportion
of the City's GDP, but its structure is unbalanced in
comparision with the requirements of urban and regional
development. Services to business, commerce and hotels
account for a high proportion (23.5%) while other services
such as transport, postal, banking, financial, science,
technology, insuarance, economic information, etc., make
up a modest part and do not create a motive force 10 accel-
crate the process of industrialization and modernization
and improve the people’s living conditions. On the other
hand, cconomic development has not yet created a quali-
tative factor in cconomic structural change.

- Poor infrastructure is hindering the economic devel-
opment of HCM City. A lot of effort and investment
capital arc required to gradually overcome this weak-
ness. With regard to social infrastructure (education,
training, public health, science), investment has been in-
appropriatc as compared with the requirements of such
a large City, and this is a factor causing possible falling
behind in our projected position.

- Besides this HCM City stll has to overcome its
high population growth rate.

- The ccological environment is still weak though the
scale of the City's industrialisation is not large. It is
mainly due to the aftermath of development of the past
and other reasons, such as a high population growth rate,
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a lack of jobs, the low living standards and low level of
people’s common background.

The above questions should be settled in the years
to come and up to 2000 in order to create a steady and
important trasitional period ushering in the 21st cen-
tury - the era of industrialization and modernization of
the country.

C: Would you please give us some comment on the
contribution made by intellectuals, patriotic personali-
ties and overseas Vietnamese to the development of the
City in the past 20 years. In the immediate future, what
do vou think they will do to contribute to the prosperity
of the City?

Chairman: With the correct policy of the Party and
State, intellectuals, patriotic personalitics and overseas
countrymen have made active countributions to the
building and development of the City. Together with
other strata of people, they have recorded initial achive-
ments in the construction of the City. In new stage of
development, with the existing potential of the City and
an cxpanded cooperation in international relations, dif-
ferent strata of the City’s inhabitants, including the im-
portant role played by intellectuals, patriotic
personalities and overseas countrymen, will make a wor-
thy and glorious contribution to the building of the City.

C: HCM City is a place where the many social strata of
the population are concentrated. Over the past 20 years,
what has the City done to consolidate all these forces to con-

tribute to the development of the City in the implementation
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of the great line of the Party and State, namely national

concord, national conciliation and national unity in the

interest of "a wealthy people, strong country”?

Chairman: HCM City is the place where there is a
convergence of talented people and material resources
ever since the formation of Ben Nghe, then Sai Gon and
now Ho Chi Minh City. This is a strength as compared
with other localities, where it is difficult to find such su-
periority. In the old times, with the tradition of national
unity, the inhabitants here united in the building of the
country, in the struggle against natural calamities for the
protection of their lives, and against aggression 10 de-
fend national independence and freedom. With the cor-
rect line and policy of the Party and State, this solidarity
has been strengthened and has undergone positive quali-
tative changes. As a result, the City has overcome many
difficulties including some dangerous situations and has
recorded significant achievements in the struggle for lib-
eration and in peaceful construction. The Fatherland
Front and mass organizations that represent the interest
of all circles and strata of people has important signifi-
cance. Together with the administration, they gather and
unite all of the people in the pursuit of the objective of
"a wealthy people, strong country and fair and civilized

society” on the path of rapid development of the City.

C: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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TO DESERVE BEING A MAJOR
ECONOMIC CENTRE, AN IMPORTANT
CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRE,
AN IMPORTANT CENTRE
OF INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE

Excerpt from the address by Do
Muoi, General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam to the Vih
Congress of the Ho Chi Minh City’s
Party organization (second round) -
October 22, 1991.

... With the Communists’ sense of responsibility to
the Party and the people, we must realize that besides
the achievements recorded, the City has a number of as-
pects that are not good and do not correspond to its great
potentialities.

The views expressed by Party cadres, members,
revolutionary veterans, representatives of the various so-
cial strata, members of the Fatherland Front, intellectu-
als, writers and artists in contribution to the draft
documents of the current Congress of the Party’s Or-
ganization, include heart-seated and sound remarks. We
had not realized the dual character of the market mechanism,
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nor foreseen the problems which would arise, we had
not made proper preparations when entering the market
cconomy to promote its positive and dynamic aspect
and limit its spontaneous negative one. The State man-
agement with regard to a big city like ours had not re-
ceived proper attention. The Party Organization is
working in an arca where the commodity economy is
more developed than in the rest of the country, and
where there are intense activitics on the domestic and
foreign market; for this reason, care should be taken to
temper the political personality, intellectual capability
and moral qualities for the Party’s organization and for
cach cadre and party member with firmness on a new
intcllectual and moral level, the City can gain greater
successes in the struggle against negative manifestations,
corruption, bribery, smuggling, manufacture of faked
goods, bankruptcies of credit organizations, major cases
of loss and theft of the property of the State and the
people, defects in business with foreign countries, loose
management of culture, information and press, including
in cultural cooperation and cultural services with foreign
countries, running after profits in cultural activities, non-
selective acceptance of foreign culture, croding the na-
tional features of the traditional culture and cthics of the
nation. The host of severe criticisms made by comrades
and countrymen constitute a sound reminder for cach
party member and cadre. The people demand that de-
fence and sccurity be maintained, discipline and law ob-
served, that corrupt elements be severely punished, all
atlempts at covering crimes be opposed, the Party or-
ganization and the State apparatus be pure and strong.

26

This reflects the eager aspirations of the people for sta-
bility, a healthy living and working environment, obser-
vance of the citizens’s rights, correct and broad

implementation of democracy.

From the forum of the Party’s Municipal Congress,
I wish to recall the Party’s role in an industrial city hav-
ing a numerous working class. It must be recognized that
the Party’s base in the working class is not strong
enough, the comprehension of the Party in the working
class has not been appropriately fostered, the promotion
of the working class and the Party work among the
workers are still weak. The commodity production and
the market mechanism do not in any way cause the role
of the working class to fade away. On the contrary, the
new conditions of socialist construction require all the
more strongly an increased position and role of the
working class. It is proceeding from the stand of the
working class and acting as representative of the inter-
ests of the labouring people that our Party is carrying
out the development of a multi-sector commodity econ-
omy. It is also from this point that the Party organization
achicves the alliance between workers, peasants and in-
tellectuals, brings into play the great potentialitics of the
intellectuals in the City in the implementation of na-
tional policies on education and training, science and
technology. Proceeding also from the working class
stand, the Party organization must renovate and
strengthen its leadership over the mass organizations and
the diverse social organizations which reflect the pecu-

liar features of a big urban centre.
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The contingent of cadres in the City is very numer-
ous, dynamic and sensitive; it is constantly enlarged
from the revolutionary movement; the young forces are
increasing, many comrades have rapidly attained matur-
ity. However the cadre work does not catch up with the
new situation. Many problems of concern remain to be
solved, from the planning to the traning and appointment
of cadres, both members and non-members of the Party,
in order to turn each cadre into a faithful militant, a crea-
tive talent dedicated to the people’s cause. The devel-
opment of the commodity economy cannot be a reason
weakening the quality of the cadre, but instead requires
all the more that the cadre be steadier, more creative and
more capable of rallying the people. The cadre work
must proceed from a broad, scientific outlook; great es-
teem must be given to those cadres who are faithful,
capable, morally good, steeled in practical work, and
meet the requirements of the revolutionary tasks. Any
manifestation of opportunism, particularism, narrow-
mindedness and fractionalism must be criticized.

One weak point in the work of the municipal Party
organization is failure to sum up in time the practical
work in various fields or in case the summing up is un-
dertaken but the quality of the work is not high. The
lessons drawn in a systematic way from the realities of
a big centre like Ho Chi Minh City will raise the quality
of the Party organization’s leadership, and add to the
common treasure of experience of the Party. The sum-
ming up of the work helps us discover the contradictions
to be solved, correctly assess the strong and the weak
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points, the correct and the wrong aspects, carry out self-
criticism and criticism, thereby raising the standards of
cadres and party members, detecting good cadres, elimi-
nating the degenerated ones, consolidating our ranks and
heightening the revolutionary leading capacity.

The Central Committe is in part responsible for the
weaknesses and shortcoming of the City. Macro-man-
agement with a series of general policies, especially
about banking, finance, currency, and the activities of
many branches at the central echelon must be improved
in a spirit of renovation, thereby creating favourable
conditions for the development of the various localities
in the national economy, and at the same time, restoring
order, maintaining discipline and the effectiveness of the
laws. The central branches must help the City overcome
the difficulties and obstacles. Our major orientation now
is to bring our country out of the socio-economic crisis
and to strive for a prosperous future of the Vietnamese
nation. All activities in the whole country must aim at

this direction.

... Ho Chi Minh City is a major economic centre, a
cultural, scientific and technological centre, a major
communication link and an important centre of interna-
tional exchanges. [ts economy is closely linked to a rich
agricultural, forestry and fishery area, it is endowed with
a developing commodity production, great resources in
manpower and land, which ensures it a rear area abound-
ing in food, foodstuffs, agricultural products and raw
materials. The development of the oil and gas industry will
open up great prospects for its industrial and services
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branches. Of course, there are difficulties and complexi-
ties in the political, economic, cultural, national defence
and security fields. Yet on the whole, no other province
or city in our country enjoys such great advantages and
potentialities.

“The Party’s line of renovation gives us more knowl-
edge and sets higher requirements with regard to the pro-
motion of the central role of the City on the path to the
development of a multi-sector commodity economy
which operates in accordance with a State-managed mar-
ket mechanism and which has a socialist orientation. To
meet this requirement, the City must determine a rational
economic structure, capable of turning out high-quality
products diversified in variety and abundani in quantity
with high-productivity quality and effectiveness.

The city must make the most of its strong position,
attract the raw materials available in the area to
strongly develop processing industries for agricultural,
forestry and aquatic products and consumer goods in-
dustries, to meet the domestic needs and replace a no-
ticeable part of imports; it must also strive to raise the
quality of its products so as to meet the requirements of
exports.

At the same time, appropriate attention must be paid
to the development of manufacturing industries, in the
first place, engineering and electronics, the manufacture
of means of production so as to be in a position to equip
or reequip the City and the whole area, especially to fur-
ther the development of local agriculture, forestry and
fishery, and that of the industries processing agricultural,
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forestry, aquatic products and turning out consumer
goods. Particular attention must be paid to the upgrading of
the infrastructure and the construction of new facilities.

The agriculture of our country, especially in the
South, is rapidly shifting to commodity-producing agri-
culture in the direction of all-round development, taking
productivity, quality and effectiveness as criteria. For
this reason, it requires the development of water con-
servancy works, mechanization, electrification, the pro-
motion of chemical and biological industries. To carry
out this process, on the one hand, it is neccssary to
clearly determine the orientation of the shift of the
City’s economic structure as mentioned above, on the
other hand, particular attention should be paid to re-
equipment and technological renovation, to overcome at
an early date the present protracted technological back-
wardness in order to meet the requirement of developing
a commodity agriculture in the whole area as well as in
the suburban countryside. Along with making the most
of the existing equipment and the traditional techniques,
it is necessary to daringly apply new scientific and tech-
nological achievements, and to raise the technological
standards in order to meet the requirement of developing
the City’s industry.

To develop the structure of production, of branches
and technologies in the above direction is precisely to
make the City attractive to the whole area, to build firm
foundations for the City to actually play it role as a re-
gional economic centre and reach out to the whole country.
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Of course, due to its important position and its fa-
vourable conditions, the City will continue to develop
the service branch to ensure the supply of production
materials, the sale of products, financial and banking
services, information services, investment services, export-
import services, transaction services, tourist services etc.
to further production and life in the City and in the
whole region.

It is to be noted that in the market mechanism, the
City must entertain with the provinces in the region
equal and mutually beneficial relations in a spirit of mu-
tual trust and cooperation, making it possible for each
party to develop. This relationship bears a deep signifi-
cance in the strengthening of the alliance between work-
ers, peasants and intellectuals; it makes a positive
contribution to the strong growth of the Mckong Delta
and of the former B2 area. That is the duty and respon-
sibility and also the interest of the City, of the region
and of the whole country. Let each member of the Party
organization in his or her field of work make all creative
efforts to promote the City’s central role in the endeav-
our to make the people wealthy and the country strong.
I'hope that the Mekong delta, eastern Nam Bo and Tay
Nguyen (the Central Highlands) will further strengthen
commercial relations and effective cooperation with Ho
Chi Minh City and with the other regions of the country
as well.

It is a consistent policy of ours to strongly develop
the multi-sector economy operating in accordance with
the law. This is a major content in the economic line
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and cconomic structure of our country. It 1s all the more

significant for Ho Cht Minh City, a place endowed with
great potentialities in human and material resources and

a great, multiform capability i commodity production.

There is in various social strata a great source of
capital which may greatly speed up the tempo of socto
cconomic development of the City i 1t is exploited for
investment in the right direction. Our policy is to en-
courage all people to mvest i the development of pro
duction and busincss, to enrich themsclves by legitimate
means; we censurce to the various cconomic components
and cquality before the taw. However the commaodity
cconomy must develop in a healthy way. An end must
be put to the fairly widespread state of alfairs’in which
private individuals indulge in unlawful activitics under
the cover of the State, fraud, tax cvasion, perturbing or-
der and discipline, negatively alfecting social life and
restricting the development of the cconomy itself

The Party organization must show concern for the
re-arrangement and consolidation of the State cconomic
sector (o increase its cffectivencess. The State-run cco-
nomic cstablishments, including the local and the central
oncs in the City’s arca, must be readjusted so as to op-
crate with profit in conformity with the law, and to pul
an ¢nd 1o the state of affairs in which losscs are incurred
on a prolonged basis. The increase of productivity and
clfectiveness must exceed the increase of income. Only
in this condition, can the State cconomy attain o 1t
lcading role. We must sesiously review the Staie seclor

and take fundamental correcting steps.
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We attach importance to the development of the
State-capitalist sector as well as the cooperative econ-
omy with diversified forms on the principle of voluntary
acceptance. Forms of cooperation in agriculture, with a
new content, have emerged, you need to consider them
with care, -and draw experience to multiply them.

We encourage private capitalists to develop production
and business to the advantage of the national economy.
We encourage foreign organizations, companies and in-
dividuals, and over-seas Vietnamese to undertake pro-
duction and business in our country in keeping with the
Law on foreign investment which has been promulgated.

Our economy may be said to be one which  operates
according to an "open" mechamsm in the full meamng
of the word, "open" to all economic components, "open"
to all opportunities for the people to get rich along with
a reduction and eventually an elimination of poor house-
holds, "open" in commerce and economic cooperation
with the other countries on the principle of equality, mu-
tual benefit, and respect for each other’s independence
and sovereignty.

The "open" mechanism must go along with State
management. Our country is still very poor. So in par-
allel with the development of production and business,
it is necessary to practise thrift as a national policy.
Thrift in both production and consumption, thrift of ma-
terials, and raw materials, lowering of production and
circulation expenses, lowering of production costs; strict
prohibition of turning public into private property, us-
ing State funds for personal expenses, distribution to
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indwviduals, purchase of gifts, vanity. The Party Com-
mittees’ administrative bodies and the people must
exercise supervision and take severe sanctions with re-
gard to such phenomena. Let every person, every house-
hold, every establishment strive to spare money for
investment to develop production and business and build
the country. Everybody must be encouraged to use com-
modity articles of domestic production. Our country is
often ravaged by natural calamities. Therefore it is ad-
visable to study the establishment of a security fund
against natural calamities to make it possible to assist
the regions in difficulty, and those which are underde-
veloped due to disadvantageous conditions. On this oc-
casion, I would like to convey the expression of
solicitude of the Party’s Central Committee to the fsod
vietimis. in the Mekong delta. [ deeply appreciate the as-
sistance afforded by the other cities and localities. I wish
that the countrymen in the whole country, in a spirit of
solidarity and affection, will continue to help the afl-
fected areas to overcome the difficulties and restorc their
normal life soon. Along with economic development,
care needs to be taken to implement to social policies,
improve the people’s international intellectual standard
and health conditions, resolve the employment problem
and care for those pcople who have rendered services
to the revolution, check the social evils, and protect the
bio-environment.

. Our country is carrying out the renovation in a
very complex international context. Besides the favour-
able opportunities which are arising and will arise and
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which we need 1o make the most of, there are also dil-
ficultics to be overcome, and challenges 1o be faced.
An outstanding feature now is the all-
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crisis of socialism. The socialist regime in the Sovicl

und and deep

Union no longer exists. The activities of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union have been suspended. This is
.the heaviest loss for the people and Communist Party
ol the Sovicet Union, the international communist and
workers movement, and the revolutionary and progres-
sive lorees in the world. Hostile forees are intensilying
their attacks in an attempt to ' liquidate the remaining so-
cialist countries. In face of this situation, ‘Some people
are wondering whether or not our country can stand and
continuc to develop along the socialist path.

In answer (o this question, we alfirm that our country
will stand and continuc to develop for the following rea-

SOns:

One, over the past hall century, our people, in re-
sponse (o the appeal of the Party and Uncle o, have
waged a protracted struggle, full of sacrifices and hard-
ships, and carried out in an outstanding way the Party’s
linc: "T'he protracted resistance war will end in victory,
independence and unity will be achieved". At present,
whatever the form ol the struggle, our people, who are
master of their destiny are resolved to defend their revo-
lutionary gains against infringement by any force, arce
also resolved to carry out Uncle’s o teaching: "Nothing
is more precious than independence and freedom”, and
"We would sacrilice everything rather than lose the

country and be enslaved”. We arce resolved to preserve
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stability to build the country and bring happiness to our-
sclves and to the future generations. Such is the iron will
and the cager aspiration of the entire people following
several decades of light for freedom and independence.

I.ooking back farther into the age-old history ol na-
tional construction and defence, we aflirm all the more
strongly the Vietnamese will, Victnamese character and
Victnamese tradition of standing firmly on our fect and
going up with our own hands and brains. Our pcople
built our country in the past and will build it from now
on mainly with their own forces. The experience of his-

-
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tory aflirms that the destiny of our nation standing and
marching forward stcadily is decided by our people, and
not by external forces.

T'wo, a real trial has confronted us. On thé thréshold
of 1991, there was no longer any source of aid. Howcever
the people strove hard to overcome the difficultics and
tests. Not only have production and the living standards
been maintained, but in some respects, development and
improvement  have been  recorded. The  important
achievements recorded in the recent period have testified
to this. An outstanding fact is that despite the chronic
food shortage which prevailed in the past and the natural
calamitics which have stricken many arcas this ycar, we
have managed to maintain stability, to cnsure cnough
food supply for the country, and morcover to sparc a
part for export. In other ficlds, progress has also been
recorded. We have accumulated initial experiences, have
Icarned to do business in the new circumstances, and

are striving 1o create conditions to enter 1992 with even
¢ Petrolimex (Vietnam) and BP (England) | ubricant Joint-Venture
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firmer confidence. With the records of this year and the
active preparations for the next, we believe that our
cconomy and our society will make new steps forward
in the implementation of the Resolution of the 7th Con-
gress.

Three, since the 6th Congress, the renovation we
have undertaken has ‘proved to be a correct step in its
orientation, tempo and way of proceeding. .The renova-
tion line has been unanimously approved and eagerly
carried out by our entire Party and people.

The multi-sector commodity economy is developing,
the living conditions of the great majority of the pcople
have been improved, political stability has been main-
tained, democracy is being gradually promoted.

With the preparations under way for the promulga-
tion of the Constitution, the correct determination of the
Party’s leading role, the renovation of State manage-
ment, the gradual building of a law-governed State, we
are actively carrying out political renovation with correct
steps and ways of proceeding, promoting ever broader
democracy while maintaining discipline to meet the re-
quirements of the new situation, gradually fitting the su-
perstructure with the infrastructure, bringing the
renovation to a new height with an ever deeper and more
comprehensive content. That is a basis to stabilize the
country, to preserve stability for the sake of continued
renovation, carry on the renovation to promote devel-
opment and create increasing stability.

The renovation now under way has been undertaken in
time, not to say rather early, with appropriate orientation,
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tempo and manner of proceceding. This work and the pre-
cious experience collected in its process may be said to
be of utmost importance to cnsure that our country may
stand harsh trials and to create great opportunities for

our continuing growlh.

i

Tsm' that our people have persistently pursued is fully in
Kkeeping with the law of development of mankind. This
is a historical necessity that all countries, all nations will
sooner or later attain to. The great revolutions in the
world had to go through temporary setbacks, but sooner
or later, they are to triumph. The new which is in keep-
ing with the law may encounter obstacles, go through
twists and turns, ups and downs, but in the end, it will
necessarily come to life and replace the old.

The revolution in our country during the past half-
century went through ups and downs, and harsh trials;
at times, it encountered setbacks, but in the end it
achieved glorious victory, the country was liberated, be-
came independent and free, was reunified, and entered
the period of transition to socialism. In the process of
socialist construction, we committed the mistake of dog-
matism and voluntarism, and applied an erroneous pat-
tern of socialismi. Nevertheless we reached an early
realization of the mistake, made our best efforts to cor-
rect it, undertook the renovation drive which was initi-
ated at the 6th Congress, reasserted and developed at
the 7th Congress. We managed to consolidate the con-
fidence of the people and to rally the broad forces of the
entire people to bring the revolutionary cause forward. The
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initial achicvements recorded in the past years constitute

a worthy causc of joy and pride.

rom the above, we aflirm that our Party and people
will overcome the difficultics and challenges in the new
context, stand [irm and bring our country forward along
the socialist path chosen by the Party, Uncle Ho and the
people. Of course, that is not old-pattern socialism. We
must carry on rescarches, draw experiences in the work
in order gradually to build up new conceptions of so-

cialism, and determine on this basis a correct pattern of

socialism which really serves the people’s freedom and

happincss.

The above reasons consolidate our conlidence. Yet
the implementation is to pass by action: to build and
strengthen the Party’s organization from  the central
down 1o the grassroots cchelon, to strengthen the united
bloc of the Party, the people, and the army, to achicve
intcrnational solidarity, to step up the all-round renova-
tion in the right dircction, with appropriate steps. Only
through action is it possible to stand and march on for-
ward. So the answer to the question is not only an affair
of the Central Committee, but of the entire Party, of all
parly organizations with among them that of o Chi
Minh City, of all party members including those in the

City. National construction and defence are the cause of

the whole people. The revolutionary cause of the Party
is achicved by the whole Party, all party organizations,
and party members. Of course, the Central Committee,
the Political Burcau and the Sccretariat arc to bear a

heavy responsibility, yet the revolutionary causce has
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always been the cause of the whole people and Party.
For this reason, your question is in the first place a ques-
tion which is posed to yourselves and the answer is also
in the first place the own answer of each comrade.

Whether or not to stand and march forward, whether
or not to achieve stability and development, this is to be
dccided by ourselves, by the entire Party, people and
army, by all the party organizations, by all party mem-
bers with their prodigious endeavours to contribute to
the common cause.

At the present Congress of the City’s party organiza-
tion, I propose that the party organization discuss the
burning issues which touch upon it, make a profound
and serious analysis, look straight at the facts, and re-
frain from evasions. This is an answer given through
practical action in the Congress, and especially after it.

Experience has shown that the threat of instability
usually begins from within the Party. Division within the
party disorientates the people. A weakening of the Party
causes loss of confidence to the people. That is an op-
portunity likely to be seized by hostile forces to deepen
the division, to achieve peaceful cvolution, to create
troubles and to attempt subversion from within.

That is the reason why the Party-building problems I
have dealt with above are very pressing tasks for our
Party now. We have to lay down a correct line, clear
orientations and tasks, precise steps. We must strengthen
unity and cohesion in the Party on the basis of Marxism
- Leninism and Ho Chi Minh’s thought, apply very cor-
rectly the principle of democratic centralism in Party’s
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life. We must resolutely fight opportunism, fractionalism,

dividing attempts, corruption, authoritarianism, detachment
from the people. We must resolutely build our Party into
a pure and strong one, remove from office the degenerated
elements. The people are very fair, a well-intentioned mis-
take will meet with a comprehensive attitude on their part,
and they will join the Party in correcting it. However, if
an attempt is made to misuse some imperfection in the
mechanism for personal benefit, they will be dissatisfied

and will not pass over it.

In the endeavour to make the Party pure and strong,
the Central Committee, the Political Bureau and the Sec-
retariat always stand at your side and support you. The
State will gradually perfect the new mechanism, but it
is essential that you do it yourselves. Only an evolution
in a healthy direction from within the Party will
strengthen the confidence of the people. You must edu-
cate yourselves first if you are to educate others.

To actively participate in Party building, cach
party member needs to ponder deeply over what he
or she should do, how he or she should live and
learn with regard to moral quality so as to make the
Party pure, strong and capable of leading the people
through cascades and falls so as to make it possible
for the country to stand and develop. To answer these
questions by practical action is now the key in Party
building, especially in the building pure and strong
grassroots party organizations...
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A HISTORIAN’S VIEW

Interview given by Dr. Nguyen Khac
Vien, a historian and psychologist, to
the correspondent of "Vietnamese
Studies"” Review.

Correspondent (VS): I know that you have been in
Ho Chi Minh city since early 1995, and now three
months have elapsed. As a knowledgeable senior journalist
who met with a great number of people, and visited many
places, could you be so kind as 1o give us your impres-

sions of the current situation?

Nguyen Khac Vien (NKV): My dear friend, 1 gave up
journalism twelve years ago. At the age of over 70, one
doesn’t have the physical strength to engage in such a
daring profession. An old man cannot catch up with topical
developments. I am no longer a well-informed person.

VS: But during ihe past twenty years you came to Ho
Chi Minh City every year for some months. You wrote
many important reporls on the first post-liberation
years: "The 15-Year History (1975-1990)" in 1990 and
the last chapter (1975-1993 period) of "Vietnam - A
Long History" in 1993. In all these reports and books a
rather important coverage is reserved for Ho Chi Minh
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City. If you didn’t keep up with topical issues, you
wouldn’t have a long-range view which, in a word, bear
a historic character. Would you please tell us some of
your views on the history of this City?

NKV: For some years now, I’ve given up studying
history so as to be engaged in child psychology. The
main purpose of my visit to Ho Chi Minh City is to
examine and treat a number of drop-outs , "bed-wetter",
those who tried to commit violent disturbances or even
suicide. As for adults, especially those who hold a high
position, I’ve rarely met them. Anyhow, the "blood" of
a historian still remains. But I don’t need to go far to
know important events. Daily life is enough to make me
ponder over one thing or another.

VS: Let's come straight to the point. Which event of
the beginning of 1995 do you think has important his-
toric sign‘ificance? Is it large foreign investment, the
bringing of offshore gas to some power plants on the
mainland or Lee Kuan Yew's and the Australian Presi-
dent’s visits to the City...?

NKV: The most important event, [ believe, is that the
City observed the Goverment’s Decree on prohibition of
setting off firecrackers on Lunar New Year Eve and
during three days of Tet. It’s obsecrvance was the
strictest of all cities, even Hanoi. It can be said that
during New Year’s Eve, though millions of people
didn’t let off firecrackers, they spent a restless night
waiting for some eventual or unexpected explosion of
firecrackers. They did the same during all the three

44

following days. Not a small number of inhabitants and
government officials  including some high-ranking
ones who called upon the people to comply with the
order doubted whether the State order would be
strictly executed. The At Hoi (1995) New Year’s Eve
really has been an important landmark in our history.
The Vietnamese State "has won the bet" because it has
proved its efficiency, especially in a City known for
its "obduracy". You know, our people in past years
were used to thinking little of the law and considering
the Government as not so stern a father who takes a
rod but never beats his children.

VS: It is normal that the inhabitants obey the State

law; there is not much to speak about that!

NKV: It is a common occurrence for a stable regime
with long-established regulations and institutions, and
the majority of the population having a relatively clear
concept of Law, as well as for a society which is to some
extent homogeneous. Vietnam and particularly Saigon
City after liberation have not been in such a situation.
The past twenty years have been full of upheavals; the
situation at home and our economic relations have ex-
perienced lots of ups and downs. That is the general situ-
ation of newly independent countries of the Third
World. After 40 years of war (1939-1979), Vietnam
found itself in a position where many of the contradic-
tions of the world today focus. The situation thereforc is
all the more complicated. In Vietnam, Saigon is the
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place which concentrates the most numerous of the con-

tradictions.

VS: Is there any way to analyze the situation so as to
understand in what "position of chess" Vietnam and es-
pecially Ho Chi Minh City is. Can you foretell where
they will go, and more clearly, in the year 2000 what
they will be?

NKV: My friend, you want me to practice prophecy. In
our era, no honest man believes that prophecies can be
made. Let’s have a look at so many predictions by a great
number of scholars of the world since the beginning of this
century; they proved to be only a series of errors or illu-
sions including those coming from the most reputed, eru-

dite savant-Nobc!l Prize  winners.

VS: So, should we not ponder over anything, giving a

free hand to destiny?

NKV: It’s not so. We can still identify some lines of
development to define an cither correct or wrong orien-
tation, landmarks of transition, favorable- moments or
crisis periods.

Saigon City is the place where these lines of
development are most clearly seen. First of all is the
evolution of a traditional society into a modern one. In
this process, various regions, different cthnic groups in
the country should proceed to integration to become a
nation in its recal modern scnse. The process of national
integration will go hand in hand with that of interna-
tional integration. Saigon is the city where the earliest
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and also quickest modernization has taken place in com-
parison with other regions. Here, many of the questions
of national integration stand out in relief. It has a great
number of international contacts which create both ad-
vantages and disadvantages.

VS: Some people oppose Saigon to Hanoi, and in
general, the South to the North. On the contrary, others
say, the country is reunified, the national State is com-

plete, there is nothing to ruminate over.

NKV: For thousands of years the Vietnamese nation
has had a Homeland, a common language and a common

Chistory. That is clear. But a complete National State in

its modern scnsc is rapidly taking shape, beginning
immediately after the liberation of South Vietnam. The
North-South reunification, the founding of the State with
only one government were easily accomplished in 1976.
‘The intention to scparate the country, as dreamed of by
some foreign-backed Saigon statesmen in the past, no
longer have a foothold. The illusion of a number of refu-
gees, encouraged by some imperialist reactionary forces,
1o use violence to wrest back power in Saigon were shat-
tered after 20 ycars. (The majority of those who nurtured
such schemes arc now about 70 years old, and their chil-
dren think otherwise.)

VS: But sometimes there is still a manifestation of
separation between the North and the South. What do
you think about it?

NKV: The unification of territory and administrative

power and integration of a complete national State are
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However. in their culture, habits and customs they have

kept their own characteristies quite different tfrom that of

the Vietnamese community. In Saigon prior o 1975 the
[loa gathered in certain places considered as their own ar-
cas. particularly in Cho Lon. Here, shop-signs were writien
in Chinese script: The Chinese language was used at
school and in daily life. The inhabitants had their own hos-
pitals, press, festivals and performance-arts troupes. When
entering Cho Ton one might seem to have left Vietnam.
In this community there are, of course, very rich people
and poor workers. But most of them are small traders.

handicratt-men but no farmers.
VS: What is their attitude vis-a-vis historic upheavals?

NKV: From the XVIIth to the end of the XIXth cen-
tury. they were allowed by the Vietnamese State to settle
in Victnam. They were gradually transformed into Viet-
namese generally known as the Minh Tuong people. In
the third. the fourth generations, they became real Viet-
namese. They no longer have the authentic charac-
teristics of the Chinese. The only particular trait left is
they are keeping the tradition of being better traders than
the average Victnamese.

I'hen. the French turned Saigon into the main ¢xport-
import trade center of the whole country. They used Hoa
businessmen as go-betweens who, on the one hand, pur-
chased and brought agricultural produce to Saigon to be
exported by French companies, and on the other, re-
ceived French industrial products for retail sale i the
country. Little by little, almost Saigon commerce fell into
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the hands of the Hoa people. The French worked out a
specific statute for the Toa people, splitting the latter from
the Vietnamese national community and endowing them
with some certain interests. The Toa gathered in Cho Lon
and in 1975 they numbered about 700,000, Cho Lon had
become a separate town in the heart of Sai Gon City.

V.S, What was the situation during the American oc-
cupation of Sai Gon?

NKV: The United States poured dozens of billion of
dollars into Vietnam. of which 80% was focused on Sai
Gon. Cho Lon big businessmen had an opportunity 1o
become great capitalists. Many high-ranking officials of
the Sai Gon administrative machinery colluded with Cho
[.on businessmen to get rich.

V.S: What about the others?

NKV: The majority of the Hoa engaged in services
for the US army and the Sai Gon administrative machin-
cry or worked as laboriously as the Victnamese did.
Their carnest wish was to end the war. So, the majority
of them were clated at the liberation of Sat Gon. i)
et+the big busincssmen fled abroad. If after liberation,
the cconomic situation had been stabilized and they had
the opportunity to conduct business casily. integration
would have been gradually carried out. Unfortunately,
that post-liberation cconomic situation underwent ups
and downs. IFor Sai Gon. the end of US aid meant that
the umbilical cord which fed the whole City was cut. Kai
Gon cannot five without international relation® The
S¥ofeous cconomic management (which was clearly
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analyzed by the Sixth Congress of the Communist
Party of Vietnam); the economic encirclement and em-
bargo by hostile forces caused the city serious socio-
economic crisis.

V.S.: With regard to the Hoa people, is there anything
different?

NKV: They were happy at the reestablishment of
peace. However as small traders, handicraftsmen, that
is to say, belonging to the private economic sector, the
majority of them were worried about a possible "reedu-
cation". Would they be allowed to carry on their for-
mer occupation? Or would they have to go to new
economic zones to plough the fields or to engage in
slash-and-burn cultivation?

V.S: What about politics?

NKV: As a thunderbolt, the hostilities provoked by
Beijing against Vietnam caused panic among all the Hoa
people. Many of them in Phnom Penh fled to Sai Gon
and spread horrible news. They couldn’t cease worrying
about their fate: how would they be treated by the Viet-
namese Government, because they were both business-
men and of Chinese origin? At this juncture, everyday
tendentious allegation from the US, Europe, Southeast
Asia countries and Beijing, instigated the [oa people to
leave Vietnam to avoid a massacre. The Hoa community,
mainly in Cho Lon, experienced a frightful time, tens of
thousands sought by every means to leave the country.
It can be said that from 1978 to 1986 (when the Sixth
Congress of the Vietnam Communist Party was held)

52

the Vietnamese Government took some measures of
strict control but they didn’t bear the character of a harsh
repression against the Hoa community.

V.S.: The relations between Vietnam and China,
though much improved, are not yet satisfactory. Does
this have an influence on the Hoa people?

NKV : The primary aspiration of the Hoa people is to
have a stable life to earn their living, to enjoy all the
rights of a Vietnamese citizen. With regard to feelings
and some economic relations, they are linked to China
and to the Hoa Community in Southeast Asia as well.
This does not mean that they wish to return to China or
they blindly obey Beijing's policies. Only a small number,
due to their personal interests, want to take advantage
of Beijing’s strong position to force the Vietnamese
Government to make concessions. I think that the politi-
cal relationship between Beijing and the Hoa in Vietnam
as well as in other Southeast Asian countries doesn’t
constitute a decisive factor. It is essentially a question
of daily livelihood. In this aspect, the relationship among
the Hoa in Southeast Asian countries plays an important
role. Big companies of the Hoa in Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Taiwan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia and
Thailand have made up a transnational network with a
total capital of hundreds of billions of dollars that can
be invested anywhere. The open-door policy and the
strengthening of relations with Southeast Asian coun-
tries have to some extent created conditions for the Hoa
in Vietnam to stabilize their material and emotional lives.
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The open-door policy together with the development of
the private economic sector applied since 1988 have fa-
cilitated the living conditions of the majority of them.
Since then, their confidence in the present regime has been
reinforced. Their own schools and hospitals no longer ex-
ist. Hoa and Victnamese children learn at the same school;
the number of the Vietnamese living with the Hoa in Cho
Lon is increasing. Together with the Viet, the Hoa partici-
pate in cultural and sporting activities.

VS: So it is no longer a question, is it?

NKV:When one contradiction has been solved, an-
other will come into being. It is the law of history. Hoa
capitalists in Southeast Asia invest in Vietnam so that
the two sides will be mutually benefitted, or to make the
Vietnamese people dependent. A number of strikes in
some joint venture enterprises in Saigon demonstrate
that conflicts in the relations between the two sides are
inevitable. In face of such conflicts, whom will a Hoa out-
sider support? Either the Vietnamese worker who de-
mands for salary increases or the Hoa boss? To open the
door ‘for foreign investment is a two-cdged sword and
the result may be either mutual bencfit and lasting coop-
eration, or explosive conflicts. This is not a specific ques-
tion for Victnam but for the whole world, not only for
Hoa capitalists but for all those who invest in Vietnam.
It is impossible to think that a nation who had dauntedly
conducted a struggle for their independence would be re-
signed to being slaves for some masters. One can believe
that in the course of their history the Vietnamese people
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solved the above contradiction resolutely and flexibly, not
leading to any tragedy that would set the Hoa against the
Vietnamese nation. In all Southeast Asian countries, for
instance, Indonesia, Malaysia... the Hoa also confront
the same question, more clearly, both the Hoa and
China. The position of Vietnam in this issue is similar
to that of other Southeast Asian countrics. In the inte-
gration into the Southeast Asian bloc, Saigon - Ho Chi

Minh city is the outpost.

VS: Perhaps the question on the Hoa people has been
clearly elaborated. Shall we shift to other subjects?

NKV: The second question I want to bring up is Ca-
tholicism. We will also analyze the two trends: centripe-
tal and centrifugal. If speaking about Saigon, then prior
to 1954, the key to the question of Catholicism didn’t
lie in this City but in the all-Catholic areas of the Red
River delta. Before 1954, Saigon Catholicism had an ur-
ban modern character: the Catholics and non-Catholics
lived together; they engaged in various occupations and
only depended on dignitary titles as far as religion is
concerned. On the contrary in the North, Catholic vil-
lages were turned into all-Catholic areas. In each com-
mune, each diocese, the Catholic inhabitants formed a
separate community, and strictly organized their religion
and life, which was regulated by the authority of the con-
gregation. Moreover, the socio-cultural life here was
completely different from that of surrounding communecs
in terms of rituals related to birth, weddings, funerals, etc.
Catholic people did not observe the cult of ancestors. Even
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the architecture of the church was completely alien to
Vietnamese traditions. Every day, all villagers attended serv-
ices and all instructions given by priests in all fields were
considered laws. Catholics were not permitted to marry non-
Catholics and use contraceptives to carry out family plan-
ning. This is a type of religious organization having a
medieval and cxtremist character, which could easily make
the Catholic community oppose other social strata.

V.S: What do you mean by "medieval extremism'?

+ NKV: In the French language, "intégrisme" means a re-
ligious organization which considers itself the only one to
grasp the truth with a view to seizing all power to rule over
all social life. That was the orthodox view of European
Catholicism in The Middle Ages, considering all other re-
ligions as heresy. This view prevailed up to the XVIth cen-
tury. However, with the 1789 French Revolution, it lost its
predominant position and the Catholic congregation split
(was disestablished) from the State.

VS: Some say that it is chiefly the contradiction be-
tween Catholicism and Marxism?

NKV: In Europe, Marxism appeared only at the end
of the XIXth century and the Soviet State in 1917. But
as from the XVIth century sharp contradictions arose be-
tween Catholicism and Humanism, between Catholicism
and other religious sects, mainly Protestantism. Though
both of them worshipped Jesus Christ, they were in serious
dispute which led to repeated bloody wars for a hundred
years. Eor Vietnamese who learn the history of France
and Europe, it is the most difficult to understand why
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two religious communities could wage wars only because
of different religious beliefs. In the age-old Vietnamese
history, various religions and doctrines somectimes
caused heated discussions, as happened with Confucian-
ism and Buddhism, but there was never a religious war.
On the contrary, they co-existed peacefully; morcover,
many young Confucian scholars, faithful disciples of
Confucius and Mencius, turned towards Buddhism or
Taoism in their old age. So, a mixed tendency took
shape: "The simultaneous existence of three religions”
(Tam giao dong nguyén). Worshipping the ancestors, ge-
nie of the earth, village’s tutelary genie, the inhabitants
also go to the pagoda, but they don’t make up separate
religious communitics. Great religions and doctrines
coming from India and China, have completely inte-
grated into the culture and life of Vietnamese society.

V.S: Catholicism was imported into our country a
long time ago, since the XVIth century. Why is there still
the question of integration?

NKV: It can be said that 200 years ago,between the
Catholic community and other strata of the Vietnamese
nation occurred a great historic tragedy. It experienced
an acute development even before the birth of the Viet-
nam Communist Party. Its root was the strict adhesion
of beliefs and politics.

V.S: What is then the contradiction in the religious

doctrine?

NKV: Western priests (first Portuguese and Spanish,
then mainly French) came to Vietnam with a medieval
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extremist religious view. For them, Buddhism and
Confucianism were heresies. Therefore right from the
beginning, they met with sharp opposition from Confu-
cian scholars and Buddhist believers. Nevertheless, till
the XVIIIth century, this newly-arrived religion was
tolerated by the Vietnamese people and authoritics.

V.S: Why did that historic tragedy take place then?

NKV: At the end of the XVIIIth century, French capi-
talists were driven out of India by the English. They
turned towards East Asia, in the first place, to Vietnam.
At that time, the Vietnamese feudal monarchy fell into
a serious crisis; many factions and parties wrested for
power: Le, Trinh, Nguyen, Tay Son'!. Each of them had
the intention to look for some military, economic or po-
litical support from a foreign country. Whether it was
casual or intentional, French clergymen became the pio-
neer brigade of the French colonialists; typical was
Bishop Adran who helped Nguyen Anh to defeat the Tay
Son and be enthrowned on condition that Prince Canh
should be a Catholic. After Gia Long’s death, his suc-
cessors, especially King Minh Menh, who were fervent
Confucians, resolutely refused to accept the Catholic
tenct. But among persons of royal blood and in the
Court, the faction of Prince Canh supported by Catholic
believers and French clergymen continued to realize the
plan to enthrone a Catholic King. In the old times, if the

1. Feudalistic dynasties and forces of Vietnam (from the X Vth cent. to the
Ist half of the XX cent.).
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King was a religious devotee, he would easily conquer
the people’s heart. And the consequence was that in the
political ficld France would easily conquer Vietnam. Only
until the XXth century, could the scheme of having a
Catholic heir be carried out, namely Prince Bao Long,

son of King Bao Dai?.

V.S: So, in general, the scheme ended in failure. Why
did the political question remain acute?

NKV: That The French colonialists, it can be said,

succeeded in having the Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nity serve their scheme of occupation. Therefore, even

- before the birth of the Vietnam Communist Party, right

from the beginning, Vietnamese patriots of all factions,
parties and social strata already denounced with hatred
Catholics who served as "fifth columnist” for the French.
A section of Catholic believers, whether willingly or un-
willingly, helped the French to attack Van Than(z), the
resistance war" and Viet Minh®. As mentioned earlicr,
up to the end of the anti-French Resistance War, the
question of Catholicism had not been brought out in
Saigon. After 1954, the emigration of about one million
Northern Catholics to South Vietnam created a new situ-
ation. The majority of them were concentrated around

1. Another name: Vinh Thuy -- the last king of the Nguyen dynasty from
1925 until 1945.

2. Anti-French colonialists movement of Vietnamese Confucian
scholars-patriots at the end of the XIXth century.

3. The war of resistance under the leadership of the Communist Party of
Viemam (1945-1954) against French colonialists for the national independence.

4. Secret organization under the leadership of the Communist Party of
Viemam (before 1945).
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Saigon into a belt to support the pro-US administration.
Diem and Thieu both were Catholic Presidents. The gen-

erals, ministers and important personalities of the
Saigon regime were also Catholic. When there was
a mass introduction of US troops into Vietnam, the
Amgcrican Cardinal, Spellman, himsclf came to Saigon
to lead the Vietnamese Catholic congregation, which re-
ceived large US aid to increase its reputation.

V.S: In world Catholicism in the 1960’s there was
an open tendency to eliminate extremist views, which
was affirmed by the Vatican Congress Il. Did this ten-

dency have any influence on Vietnam at that time?

NKV: We can say that after the Vatican Congress 11 at
the end of the 60’s, the Catholic community in Saigon was
appearently differentiated. On the one side, the majority of
pro-US dignitaries rejected the new arguments put forward
by Valican II. (One Cardinal sent by the Vatican to Saigon
to make known the new line was not received by the
Saigon council of bishops). On the other, several young
Catholic monks and priests trained in Western Europe
deeply understood and shared the Vatican II line. In the
samc ycars when US intervention massively increased,
brutally trampled underfoot all human values and national
culture, and the Saigon administration turned out to be all
the more corrupt, the group of young Catholic monks and
priests began to launch a campaign for peace, against cor-
ruption, for the return to the nation and rejection of the
anti-communist line.

V.S: Which trend prevailed after liberation?
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NKV: Probably, in 1975 the anti-communist line
among Catholic people was defeated. At that time. the
extremist clements were neither able 1o mobihize the
,Catholics with their mediceval extrenustt arguments
as 10 1954, nor capable of sponsoring another flood ot emi-
gration. The revolutionary leaders made public a policy of
respect for the freedom of belicfs and the high-ranking
Catholic dignitaries (of them, Archbishop Nguyen Van
Binh played an important role) also tactfully called on the
Catholic community to carry out the line of concord.

V.S: How could a radical anti-communist line be eas-
ily shifted to that of national concord ?

NKV: In the Catholic congregation, the supreme leader
plays a decisive role. In fact, in 1975 this role belonged to
the objective historic factors. The emigration (in 1954)
brought about one million Catholics — the majority being
poor peasants of North Vietnam — out of the close
framework of poor all-catholic villages. Despite the
fact that in the South they were concentrated under the
tight control of Catholic dignitaries, their lives basically
changed, and there was no longer a favorable terrain for
medieval extremism to cxist. The upheavals that oc-
curred continuously over twenty ycars, the compulsory
military service to wage an atrocious war made aspirations
for peace prevail over all other thoughts. In 1978, on the
day of the clection of the new Pope, I stood together
with hundreds of thousands of persons in Saint Peter’s
Square (Roma) to wait for the election results. When 1
was told that the new Pope was a Polish bishop well
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known for his anti-communist tendency I really felt very
worried about the forthcoming orientation of the Viet-
namese Catholic congregation.

Back in Vietnam, after some meetings, | found that
the page of history had turned over. The objective situ-
ation in the country and the world had not permitted any-
one to launch a movement to partition the Catholic
community from the Vietnamese nation. The policy to
open the door for the development of the private eco-
nomic sector, for foreign investment have strongly
shaken the foundation of medieval extremist thoughts.

V.S.: So from now on, there will be no more question?

NKV: It’s not so simple. In principle, it is not diffi-
cult to understand the split of the religious and secular
life. Either one believes in J‘esus Christ, in Buddha or
one is atheist, that is one’s personal affairs. But to
fight aggression or not, to build which political re-
gime, arc the common task. Citizens of a country must
coexist to build up a new society. During the war, I still
remember, | was evacuated from the city and stayed
with a Catholic pcasant family. The host was a 60-ycar-
old man whose son was a military man in the anti-US
resistance war. Everyday, at 4 a.m. he woke the whole
family to say prayers, and they did the same again in the
evening before going to bed. At every air alarm, the old
man and [ shared the same shelter. Once he told me:
"Suppose that a bomb explodes over our shelter, I would
go and sce Jesus - what about you, where will you go?".
I laughed: "I've never fhought about it. I.?F&ﬁly know that
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you and I share the same destiny. For us the main con-
cern now is how to drive out US troops".

V.S: Why is there, from time to time, some incident
which still denotes the contradiction between the Catho-
lics and the State?

NKV: The general line exists, but it is implemented
through the cooperation of the State’s authorities and the
religious dignitaries. The officials of these two admini-
strations grew up and worked in a historic period full of
tense developments. Thus, they can hardly give up their
simple ways of thinking and practices in their daily life.

Moreover, strong centrifugal trend is one of the
characteristics of Catholicism. The Catholic congrega-
tion of any country always strictly abide by, and carry
into effect the instructions from the Vatican. The imple-
mentation of their religions doctrines cannot avoid
touching some concrete issues of secular life. Located in
the West, the Vatican hardly make decisions that evade,
willingly or unwillingly, the influence from the great
Western powers. For the State’s part, it has a not insig-
nificant number of officials who were dogmatically
trained and experienced hardships under the administra-
tions of Ngo Dinh Diem and Nguyen Van Thieu, i.e un-
der the ruling power of Catholics. Not only communists
but also the majority of Vietnamese patriots, especially
Buddhist believers, find it difficult to forget the historic
tragedy between the Catholic community and non-
Catholics. Only a long historic process of jointly build-
ing a new socicty will gradually heal the past wounds.
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Outside intervention will only aggravate the contradic-
tions and prolong the tense situation, which is not bene-

ficial to any side.

V.S.: The question of Catholicism is now rather
clear. Would you please take up another complicated

issue - Saigon’s intellectuals?

NKV: Saigon is the outpost which had the earliest
contact and closest relations with the west of all other
regions. The contact with the West has two aspects:

- Opposition against military aggressions.
- Acceptance of culture and the lifestyle.

Patriotic Confucian scholars, typical was Nguyen
Dinh Chieu, resolutely fought against foreign invasion
with their traditional culture. Saigon intellectuals have in-
herited this patriotic spirit for over 100 years. 1975 can
be considered the end of the military struggle against
foreign aggression. What is more complicated is the
cultural assimilation. For a long time, intellectuals of
Asian - African countries have had an earnest aspira-
tion for the earliest, quickest, most abundant acquisi-
tion of scientific knowledge from the West. Hence,
there is the tendency to venerate the West, to belittle
traditional culture and acquire the western lifestyle ir-
respective of good and bad manners. In the past
Saigon, many families used to have their children
learn French from childhood. When they grew up, they
could only babble their mother-tongue. It is quite un-
derstandable that after liberation our country confronted

64

a diversified picture of cultures: traditional, French
American, and South Vietnamese officials regrouped in
the North or those sent to support the South brought here
what they had learnt in Hanoi or other socialist coun-
tries. Never before has Saigon been so obvious a cultural
exchange place (in the past, Chinese and Indian cultures)
as today. The question is whether this hodgepodge
would lead to harmonious integration creating a new
Vietnamese culture with a national and modern charac-
ter or to chaotic heterogeneous one. This question is
pressing for large cities, especially HCM City, to solve.

V.S.: Which is the strongest tendency now?

NKV: It is how to catch up with the scientific and
technological achievements recorded by the world in the
past thirty years while Vietnam was plunged into war
and cut off from international relations. Vietnamese
intellectuals think that living in a country technically
backward or occupied by foreign aggressors is not dif-
ferent. They feel all the more humiliated to note that
neighbouring Southeast Asian countries which, 20-30
years ago, were inferior to Vietnam in some fields, have
now become teachers for Vietnam.

V.S.: Will Vietnamese intellectuals be able to catch
up with other countries in the scientific and technical
field? More concretely, will Sai Gon intellectuals be able
1o keep pace with their Bangkok counterparts?

NKV : I don’t think this is too difficult to do. Vietnam
has a long-standing tradition of acquiring new knowledge
and lcarning in general. The experiencc drawn from the
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community of overseas Vietnamese affirms that, if there
are good conditions for learning and displaying talent,
the Vietnamese will not be inferior to any other nation.
At present in France, the United State, Canada, Austra-
lia, etc., a significant number of Vietnamese are holding
high office at universities, scientific research institutes
and large companies; a number of overseas Vietnamese
experts are sent to work abroad as specialists from Western
governments or transnational corporations. When a new
technique, for instance, computerization or any other
technology, is imported, the Vietnamese learn it very
quickly. I think that in the domain of intelligence and
learning, there is nothing to worry about.

V.S: Then what is the concern?

NKV : The situation in Sai Gon over the past 20 years

has shown up two great concerns:

- The hotchpotch import of various cultures has become

a foreign cultural aggression gradually undermining the
values of the national culture and troubling social order.

- The foreign-oriented tendency of the majority of in-
tellectuals may lead to the loss of grey matter to foreign
countries. [ met a Filipino professor who complained that
in his country intellectuals learned English from childhood.
After graduating from Universities the majority of those
qualified went to the United States for work. He didn’t
know whether Vietnam confronted such a situation.

- "Not now, [ said - because few Vietnamese intel-
lectuals have good command of the English language.
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But in some years to come - there will be lots of persons
fluent in English and I don’t know whether the majority
of them will stay or leave the country".

V.S: What can retain them or make them leave

the country?

NKV : The first factor is whether the State and society
is able to create the conditions for intellectuals to bring
their professional skills into full play. We should admit
that the majority of Vietnamese intellectuals have quite
low salaries so far but a lot of research or study work
to do. The market economy has divided them into two
categories: the small high-income number who work
with foreign countries or as experts. for important na-
tional: programmes and the low-income majority having
%r living conditions. In a City like Sai Gon, there are
many opportunities to work at non-State offices. How-
ever, in a newly developing country, an intellectual will
only have the conditions to display his talent fully when
he is given an important position by the State. Confucian
scholars used to say: "one must come out into the world
(to go into mandarinate) to have the opportunity to govern
the State and help humanity". Apart from the salary, the
30-year war and the building of a State machinery have
led 1o an inadequate mechanism of employing and pro-
moting intellectuals, especially those, who had worked
with the former regime in Saigon. In the first years after
liberation, this was the most urgent question in relations
between the State and Saigon intellectuals. In the following
years, many positive changes were recorded.
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V.S.: That deals with the State’s part. As for the part
of the contigent of intellectuals, what are their inmost
feelings and thoughts?

NKV: According to the Vietnamese tradition, an 1n-
tellectual (in the old times known as "nho si* — a Confu-
cian scholar) is an erudite and qualified person (having
profound knowledge on laws, regulations and partly,
management of trades) and at the same time a "ké si" -
an individual who has an ideal and personal ethics to
orientate his private life. Therefore, he either "xudt"
or "xi! — to go into or to resign from thc mandari-
nate. Today intellectuals cannot completely solve the
same question on their own. This attitude depends upon
the view on the value of the individual vis-a-vis the na-
tional community. Before liberation, almost no one
placed themselves outside of the community; and the
ethic was to sacrifice everything for the community when
necessary. An intellectual who had a comfortable life in
Saigon could leave everything behind to go to the resis-
tance base. In times of peace, the values of an individual
were again brought to the fore, while the influence of
Western thoughts prevailed over Confucian ones. It must
be made clear that even Confucianism never compels
the individual to sacrifice himself wholly for the com-
munity. A number of persons devote themselves entirely
to the technical field; like ostriches, they only know their
own professional knowledge and the broader task of a
scholar "ke' si" being left optside their scope. This way
of thinking may be right for some time, but sooner or
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later, they should take a definitive attitude. If they have
only technical knowledge, why shouldn’t they leave for
a richer country to do business when conditions arise.

V.S. How is the question of "Xudt-xu" (To go into or re-
sign from the mandarinate) posed for Saigon intellectuals?

NKV : During the occupation, among the Saigon intel-
lectual circles appeared existentialism — an adaptation of
a similar trend in France. This ideological current absolutised
the individual freedom and belittled the question of "xuat" —
known at that time as "ddn than" (translated from the
French "engagement"). In fact, this was a form of non-co-
operation with the pro-US regime. The majority of exis-
tentialists gradually participated in the anti-war movement,
adhered to the "third force", and advocated national con-

cord and cooperation with the liberation forces.
V.S.: How about the post-liberation period?

NKV : After liberation, it is difficult for existentialism
to exist. The question of participation or non-participa-
tion in or even opposition to the new regime aroused a
lot of controversy. Even those who took part in the anti-
US war felt puzzied by the Statc machinery coming from
the resistance base and the North, which was built for
about 30 years according to a special model. To adjust
oneself to this machinery required some changes in their
lifestyle and way of thinking. To return to the nation, to
build up a new society was the ideal enthusiastically ac-
cepted. However, to put into practice this ideal, one
couldn’t stay outside the State machinery. In an under-
developed country with the market cconomy which
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creates conditions for private, non-governmental activitics,
one cannot gain a significant carcer unless one works or
at least collaborates with the State machinery. Working
privately, the best achievement they may record is a life
of plenty, yet they have almost no chance to do valuable
scientific or cultural work.

Ancient Confuctan scholars deeply understood  this
question; they secluded themselves and led a Icisurely life
only to relax themselves to some extent, but there was no

opportunity to help the people and save the country.
V.S.o Is the present different from the old times?

NKV. Unlike period under French and US domination,
national independence has created favorable conditions for
intellectuals to bring their talents into full play. What is
different from the time of Confucian scholars is that the
present era has opened up a great number of scientific and
cultural options. Saigon intellectuals grasped these questions
morc profoundly than any from other localitics.

V.S.: Some say, Saigon and Hanoi are opposite; Is it
correct or not?

NKV: From the geographic and historic viewpoints,
the South and the North have many differences; Objec-
tively speaking, it is bipolarity. Subjectively, there are
two possiblitics, cither opposite or supplementary 1o
cach other.

In the material aspect. Saigon is much richer than
Hanoi hence some people have parochialism and want
to split the South from the North, turning it into the
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“State of South Victnam”. Such a State was sct up by
the French colonialists in 1946 under the name: "Stare
of Cochinchina". Dr Nguyen Van Thinh, a  Saigon in-
tellectual, was appointed the Prime Minister. After only
some months, he realized his erroncous act and commit-
ted suicide. During twenty years of pouring hundreds of
billions of dollars and massively introducing half a mil-
lion troops in the South, the United States failed in its
scheme to have a sceparate Republic of South Vietnam
established here  After liberation it took us only a few
months to form a unificd state machmery over the
South and North, with out the pressure of armed foree
but thanks to the concept of unification that had penc-
trated deep into the people’s mind. Everyone understood
that once "State of South Vietnam™ could only survive in
the shadow of aggressor troops. The question is how 1o
turn the differences into a diversified but unified whole.
This is not an issuc only for Saigon or the North-South
relations, but also a matter between the plamn and mountain
arcas. among the 54 nationalities hving together on
Vicetnamesce territory.

V.S Has Saigon got any particularity in comparison

with othe r regions?

NKV. Saigon has only 6% of the total population of
the country, but possesses nearly 40% of cash in cir-
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ctitation in Victnant. On the one hand, it is a lcading
center in the cconomic development of the State speeding
up the development of other localitics. On the other. it
is like an "octopus” sucking the resources of other regions.
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The differentiation between the rich and the poor is an
inevitable consequence of the market economy. Can the
people of Saigon, especially the intellectual circle,
clearly sce this differentiation between their City and
other localitics? In the City itself, the differentiation
among social strata is the decpest of all other areas. 1
think, the most pressing question for the whole country,
mainly for Saigon intellectuals to ponder over is how to
develop the market economy and not broaden the gap
between the rich and the poor. This question also seems
to be of primary importance to all nations today. I would
like to call to mind the words of a sage who lived 2000
years ago: "People are afraid not of poverty but unfair
distribution". The Vietnamese, probably, still remember
that during the war, they were of one mind, sharing weal
and woe. In the resistance bases, however poor they
might be, no-one felt unhappy. Of course, we do not
dream of an everlasting poor life; I think, due to current
development, it is possible to produce enough food and
clothes; but it is rather hard to avoid the differentiation
between the rich and the poor. Has human intelligence
got the ability to find a solution?

V.S.: Do you think Vietnam will be able to solve this

question?

NKV : I've already told you I am not a prophet. And
I don’t believe anyone in our era can predict all the af-
fairs of this world, even though he holds ten Harvard
Doctorates. The United States has the most up-to-date
computer technology, the most talented experts of
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marketing, management, communication, etc., Yet in the
past 20 years it has known not a few failures. American
society has exposed many deadlocks. Even Japan, a
country considered to have marvelously solved the ques-
tion of socio-cconomic development, has begun to reveal
serious defects. For myself, although I've realized that
so many illusions were nurtured by me in the past, I’ve
kept the confidence in the human beings’ ability to find
an outlet without needing to pray to any god. Human
intelligence is the basis to search for a way to go. Hu-
manities, including history — an important science, are
able to help human beings create counterweights to the
sternness of the market economy. Now, again with Sai
Gon intellectuals, if they wish to make a profound study,

they cannot plunge along the foreign-oriented centrifu-
gal trend. They should integrate in and collaborate with
other regions of the country, especially with Hanoi. In
the field of computers or electronics, close relations
with the United State or Japan are the most preferable.
But ten or twenty years at Sorbonne or Harvard will be

insufficient and unnecessary for the Vietnamese to have
a profound understanding of society and human beings.
After the successful national liberation when the economy
started to develop, we cannot entertain such backward
humanities. In this aspect, may [ say openly that Sai
Gon intellectuals have not made the proper efforts; they
are obsessed by technology and the economy which are
absorbing almost all their vitality.

V.S.: Do you intend to belittle the market economy?
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NKV: I’ve almost not touched the market economy
because so much information on it can be found in-any
book or newspaper today. My additional views would
be superfluous. Through the cyes of a historian, I'd
like to have a comprchensive view, so that any careful
analysis of whatever subject will enable me to reason
the other ones. Here, I am only analyzing, and putting
forward a number of questions, not making sugges-
tions or reccommendations to any-one.

V.S.: Nevertheless, would you please outline some
sketches of this City in the year 20007

NKV: Saigon-HCM City now has about five mil-
lion inhabitants. Like all other large citics of the third
world such as Manila, Bangkok, Jakarta, Cairo, Sao
Paulo, ectc., it is facing numerous urgent issucs. First
of all, it is impossible to prevent poor inhabitants coming
from the rural areas throughout the country to Saigon.
No matter how strict the residence registration is, hun-
dreds of thousands of inhabitants from Hoang Lien
Son, Quang Binh, Binh Dinh are streaming here cvery
year. Certainly, by the year 2000 the question of fam-
ily planning will hardly be resolved in the Vietnamese
countryside. (Even China following a very strict pol-
icy in this area is still unsuccessful — much less Vietnam
having such loose regulations!). It will be difficult for
Sai Gon to avoid the existence of "ghost hamlets" where
non-registered inhabitants gather, vagrants who have un-
stable lodging and occupations; or to solve the question
of street childrensIn Saigon, if onc works a little hard
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or is a little bit cunning, one can earn 5,000-10,000
dongs a day — an amount that is not easy to gain in
rural areas. The authoritics and mass organizations have
realized the importance of these issucs. But it is not
known whether their subjective efforts can confront the
objective tendency to pour money of the whole country
into this city. Will the State, the central level be able to
coordinate, to invest in the arcas far from the world eco-
nomic exchange? Besides, the differentiation between

the rich and the poor...

V.S.: Are there any more questions?

NKV: Like other large cities, Saigon’s infrastructure
is inadequate. It always faces communications, water,
clectricity, and residential housing shortages, in spite of
the fact that it is the best equipped city in Vietnam. How
much longer will this situation last? With the scientific-
technical progress of the present time this problem is not
difficult to resolve; in some dozens of ycars, Saigon to-
gether with Bien Hoa-Vung Tau will be turned into a
large and modern urban center. If interested only In cco-
nomics, science and technology, the Saigon intellectual
circle casily find their own lifestyle. As greatly as they
may be absorbed by informatics or cconomic manage-
ment, they can hardly deny what they have to confront
and deal with in the street, at home in the conversations
with their children, such as environmental pollution,
prostitution, drug addiction, gangs of law-breaking
youth and juvenile delinquents, etc., and the silhouctte
of AIDS which begins to pose a threat to this City. People
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currently are only interested in for whom to work? For
the State to help the State bodies with managing the
country or for private foreign companies to double the
salary? They don’t care probably, what and who they are
to serve. Over the past years, like the whole of Vietnam,
this City went through a serious crisis. A way out of
the crisis has most likely been found, but there is more
than just the economy! To accept low payment as Con-
fucius said: "It is not nccessary for the gentleman (quan
tr) to be full" is clearly a question of ethics. Can Vict-
nam overcome the current ethical crisis?

V.S.: You have repeatedly referred to Confucius. Do

you advocate a return to Confucianism?

NKV: No. Yet in the present society, there are still
people who wish to restore Confucianism. You might
have seen the posters in many schools with the words:
"First, learn the rites (morality); then, the literature
(knowledge)". This is also a common trend of some
Asian countrics which were deeply influenced by Confu-
cianism such as China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan and es-
pecially Singapore. It can be said that at present a current
of neo-Confucianism is prevailing in the hope of import-
ing the most up-to-date technology, while maintaining a
society with the rituals and strict regulations of the past, a
society where individuals arc ready to sacrifice their in-
terests for the sake of the stable order of society. I am
reluctant to sympathize with such a prospect. As a his-
torian, I find it difficult for the country to go counter to
history. The Vietnamese nation accepted many foreign
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ideological currents. Having faced new ideologies, such
as Catholicism, Democratic liberalism, Marxism for 200
years, our nation could hardly reject them and obdu-
ratcly stick to the old ones. On the basis of folk and tra-
ditional culture known to many pecople as Dong Son
culture - occurred an integration of three religions: Tao-
ism, Confucianism and Buddhism. Now three more are
added. Will there be "a coexistence of six religions'? Of
course, | can’t solve this question by mysclf. I only put

1t forward.
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