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FOREWORD

Eひeγybody ;s 4t4'a′e O/ ihe heroic 。rmed slγuggle初e

Vie初amese夕eol妨haひe had lo mge S訪ce工945 io榔,γeSi

bac鳥miioml訪dcクmdmCe. MorGOひeγ言he協e擁amesc

クeoクle haひe COnSlr``Cied iheir economy, /ormrl)′ bacか

めaγd aタまd d印md`所　の〃 a州enhrelyナウe砂　basis, On∴a

m訪oml鋤d訪deクmdeni om・ Eぴeγybodγ also巌o砂S

ihat Jhe Problems砂hich aγise /rom Jhe building oI an

indeクel書deni na訪oml economy in a colon毒ed and mdeγ-

deひeloped comiry, are ai leas信/ noi moγe, aS hard as

ihose o/クOhiicalわdcクmdeme. Many aγe !hose砂ho

deny Jhe coloタ待eed PeoクIes t4'宛h a bac鳥zo,aγd cco#Omy /he

abili′y to conquer eβonomio indeクmdeme・

This booんlet 7eCalls !he history o/ ihe 4e′高sie寂のOd

haγd siγuggle Jhe Vie初amese PeoクIe haひe紗aged /hese

細e初y yeaγS in ihe eoonomic leld io siγenglhen iheiγ

Poli訪cal寂de率ndeme・ For to′iiho偽GCOnOmic Jndeタet諦-

e〃Ce ,クOl巌cal soひeγeigniy is only an i初sion・

Whal haue been ihe siages o声his economic siγuggle?

Hoze, has Jhe Democγaiic Rel勅blic o/ Vie初am se勅ed Jis

economic 4roblemsん4 !he万vsi days o声is /oun.d鵜?

Ho砂has毒b諦I信is u′ar eCOnOmy? So many d砺c擁
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and ”eZe, gueSiions /acing a cou脇y ze,hich Aad #O Jndus-

tγy, #0　#na′!Cial means md　#O gual雄ed jechnical

クersomel.

Si"Ce Jhe 7eSioraiion o/クeaceわ4 1954 /he Democraiic

Reクubhc o/ Vie海am has become a socialist comiry・

Hozo' haz’e Jhe changes o/ siruci4〃e Oeen caγγied ou" Hou′

ha% Jheかoblems o仁agricul初γal det,eloクme”鯵“nd o/

i"dusiγializa訪on been soIz/ed? rhese aγe Jntricaie Z)rO-

blems ze′hich med Z)γeCise Jechnical solu訪ons and abo彬

all, a砂ell d毎mdクolicy.

I/ Mar諦sm-Lminism Js based onクvinc妙/es o/ mi-

ひerSal sooクe, i≠s a碑擁aiion i′∂ aクOOγ∴md γelahひely

small coα鵬rγ iusl libeγのied /γOm /鋤dal and colo海al

bondage, γaises cou徹lessクγOblems・

This boo居lei Js boih comreie cnd Jheoγeiical. fts

a初hors hat/e Seen muCh seγ諦ce ;州!he GCOnOmic ;eld on

iheクvaciical 。S砂ell &S /heore訪ca1 4l鋤eS. Noi only do

ihey ,eCall Jhe hisioγy O/ ihe GCOnOmic de彬loクme海o/

ihe Democγa妨　Aeクのbhc o/ Vie初am, bui ;heγ also

aiiem夕月o dγa紗SOme e;ゆCriel#eS Ze′hich ze,0初d be o/

general scoクe. Theγein lies ihe inieγeSl o/ the boo烏lel

秒hich ze’e eSクeCially /eCOmme脇d !o Jhose ze/ho deひote /hem-

Selひes ;o Z)γOblems ,egardi〃g ;he∴CO鋤iγies諒かocess o/

deひeloクme初.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

PUBLISHING HOUSE - HANOI

Since its very mCePtion, the Democratic Republic

of Vietna,m (D・R.V.) was submitted to the hardest

trial : the war. A young state’deprived of all modern

material and military means言t ha.d during nearly

nine years to face a highly industrialized imperialist

power, POSSeSSing an army having a most up-tO-date

equipment a.nd a. well established military tradition :

France. From 195O OnWard, the U.S・ intervened with

might and main in the conflict by granting France a

considerable financial and material aid, and the Viet-

namese people had to face two imperialisms at the

sa.me time: France and the United Sta.tes. A battle

between a grasshopper and an elephant as would say

the fa.bulist ; however it wa.s endedin the defea.t not of

the grasshopper but of the elepha’nt’aS the fable says.

According to the 1954 Geneva Agreements’France

together with other powers’reCOgnized the independ-

ence, Sbvereignty, unity and territorial integrity of

Vietnam. Free general elections would have been held

in 1956 to give a single govemment to Vietnam’and

pending them, the country wa.s temporarily partitioned

into two zones, North a,nd South, With the I7th pa-

rallel as a demarcation line to facilitate the cease-fire
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OPerations and the regroupment of the opposing armed

forces. The northem zone was entrusted to the care

Of the D.R.V. government.

The ruthless control of the U.S. over the southem

ZOne has hindered the correct implementation o自he

Geneva Agreements and protracted the division of the

COuntry. While in the South the Vietnamese people

have been obliged to continue their struggle against

U.S. imperialism for nationa1 1iberation, in the North,

the D:R・V. government and people have chosen to

build up the national economy and culture along

SOCialis=ines. A new socialist state is thus set up in
South-East Asia, Without golng through the stage of

CaPitalist development in its historic march forward*.

章　Vietnanl has about 3O皿illion inhabitants (I96o figure)

驚藷畿護襲襲
認諾諾嵩豊富諾意菩提蒜請
託ご霊黒岩豊盤5霊謹藍e蕊i C諾黒蜜
COnducted at Geneva.
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From 1945 tO 1954, the military trial was naturally

accompanied by an economic trial : how to succeed

in supplying the front, how to feed the population to

give them a vital minimum to endure the long-term

resistance war, tO face the economic war waged by the

enemy who was seeking to stifle and wreck the eco-

nomy of the free zones; SuCh were the questions

Which called for cleaトCut and concrete replies, for it

WaS neCeSSary tO Win back economic independence

While the armed struggle for politica.1 independence

WaS gOlng On.

After the re-eStablishment of peace, tOgether with

healing the war wounds, the basis of a modem eco-

nomy had to be started in the northem zone completely

liberatcd but entirely devasta.ted by a long and des-

tructive war. Thishas to be done in a country deprived

Of half its territory, formerly the richest region and

the rice granaLry feeding the whole na.tion. Further・

more, the establishment of the U.S. armed forces and

military bases in the South has made it necessary for

the North to increase, beyond need, her expenditure

for natjonal defence. Thus all the obstacles met by

under-developed countries are found in the economic

development of the D.R.Ⅴ・, With the particularity

that here, the war, the partition of the country, the

American threat, have considerably aggravated its

di錦culties a,nd complicated its task. Considered as a.

Whole, Vietnam can be said not to have come out of

the war from the time of the Japanese occupation in

194O uP tO the present. To these d輔culties should be

added the frequency of natural calamities - drought,

flood, tyPhoon - Which hit chiefly the northern zone

裏書



and the extremely dense population in the plains of

the D.R.V.*.

The economic ta.sks which lie ahead the people and

govemment of the D.R・V. during these peak load

years have been in fact d温icult a.nd complex. At

each stage’a rigorous choice should be made among

the economic solutions which come uP in which the

Slightest error would be a peril and the slightest false

SteP WOuld seriously complicate the situation.

We wi11 dea.1車reafter with these funda,mental eco-

nomic choices made by the D.R・V. in each period of

its history. The D.R.V. has since its founding, follow-

ed a well defined economic policy which ha’S taken

root in a number of intangible principles and has

been gradua.11y amended according to circumstances.

The economic road taken by the D.R.V. is that of a

COIonial and semi・feuda‘1 country, Which has a back-

Ward economy’Wins its political and economic inde-

Pendence at the sa.me time’and completes it with

the building of socialism’Without passing through the

Period of capitalist development.

。∴諾請警宝器l霊器霊辞書譜霊豊菩
董露語葦Should keep in mind throughout the
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CHAPTER I

WAR FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE

In 1945, When the French coIonialists launched

their first operations to reconquer the country’they

thought they would be able to win an easy victory not

only in the military but also in the economic field"

They were convinced tha,t the D.R.V. would be

in a position neither to equip its armed forces nor to

supply its liberated zones’nOr tO issue a currency

which would win the people,s confidence. They believ-

ed that the zones contro11ed by the French expedi-

tionary corps - COVering the best industrial regions

and the most productive plains’and continuing to

maintain commercia.l relations with France - WOuld

constitute an irresistible economic attraction for the

people throughout the country.

This reasonlng WaS nOt Without foundation. The cha-

racteristic of Vietnam,s economy at that time was that

it was a coIonial economy, that is to say’a COmPletely

dependent′ unbala.nced and most backward economy.
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This economy was dependent to the utmost. The

few modern industriaI and commercial enterprises

Were built not in consideration of the economic devel-

OPment Of the country but exclusively in considera-

tion of the interests of some metropolitan firms. The

I-rOfits netted were transferred to France, aS WCll as

raw materials derived from mines and plantations ;

r10 PrOCeSSing industry’nO metallurgy of iron and of

Other metals would have played a beneficial role in

the whole of the economy. Equipment and techni-

Cians came from France’While Vietnam supplied only

raw materials and chiefty a dirt-Cheap manpower, tal-

1iable and liable to forced labour at pleasure. The

forms of coIonialist expIoita’tion coupled with those of

feudal expIoitation ruined the peasantry in the end

and kept agriculture in a backward and quite medieval

State. In the same way the inflow of French goods

in a‘ PrOteCted market ruined the traditional handi_

Crafts・ thwarted the dcvelopment of a national in-

dustry and stifled the growth of the national bour_

geoisie.

A Iong umbilical cord thus linked the economy of

Vietna.m to that of France’but through this cord it

WaS nOt France’a developed country, Which injected

her capitals’men and techniques into Vietnam to

impel the growth of the latter告he current was rever_

Sed with metropolitan firms strippmg Vietnam of its

resources. The expenses imposed on the country to

maintain an administration and foreign a.rmed for-

CeS - POlトtax, taXeS On Salt’SPirits’OPium, tO men-

tion only the most flagrant ones - Were enough to

bleed white the population as a whole.
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The few modem insta.1lations stood there as alien

bodies and su飴ce it to break the ties which joined

them to France to stifle them completely. As Viet-

nam was known to import from France even nails

and needles, how can we fancy that the factories and

workshops in the country were able to work without

French equipment a.nd spare parts.

Leaving the few big towns, One Came aCrOSS in the

vj11ages with farming technique and methods dating as

back as several centuries. In the economic丘eld, by

its industrial and commercial structures guided to

serve metropolitan interests only’the coIonial regime

COuld not bring mbdifications of any inportance to

the countrySide insofar as technical progress was

concemed・ Politically speaking, it had interest to

maintain the feudal structures : the Vietnamese land-

lords, dignitaries and mandarins constituted the best

supports of the coIonia.l administration to levy taxes

and =ma.intain order’’ in villa.ges inaccessible to

tlle French o餓cials. On their side, the Vietna,meSe

feudalists found in the coIonial armed forces a pro-

tection a.gainst the peasants, iebellions more e鯖ca-

Cious than in the old royal armies.

Economica11y and socially speaking● after eighty

yea’rS Of French colonization’the Vietnamese coun-

tryside remained at an almost medieval stage.

How this shaky economy could face the powerful

French economy? Question which led to another

interrogation: how could the guerilla unitsJ uSlng

bamboo sticks and obsolete rifles and co11ecting

15



WeaPOnS here and there’be pitted a'gainst an enemy

having armoured cars, artillery amd air force?

●

I. Fまrst steps of an independent economy

After the Revolution of August 1945’ it seems

that there were only cruel angels to take care of the

D.R.V.’s cradle.

The five years during which the Japanese mled over

the French coIonial administration were enough to

ruin the country. Ma.ny industria’l a.nd handicraft

enterprises stopped working, OWing to lack of raw

materials or to war destruction. The years |944 and

工945 Were marked by important natural calamities :

one-third of farm land in the North suffered from

flood; then at the beginning of 1945 a PrOtraCted

drought seriously hit the crops. Furthermore, the

French coIonial administration as welI as the Japane-

Se OCCuPantS StOCked rice and the speculators were

free to do their business. As a result, tWO million

PeOPle died of sta.rvation. When the D.R.V. was
founded, famine was still rife. Most of the communi-

Cation lines were destroyed and many reglOnS Were

reduced to live by their own means.

When it took o航ce, the D.R.V. govemment had

first and Iast r,25O,72O Piastres奪in cash. The old

COlonia,1 budget was mainly fed by the collection of

章One Indo-Chi皿ese piastre was equivalent to IO French

francs in |945. T血is rate was ra,ised to I7 francs in the fol-

lowing years.
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inequitable and exorbitant ta.xes which’Of course・

should be discontinued by the people’s govemment.

The Indo-Chinese piastre rapid】y lost its va.lue just

as the Chinese ’dollar introducQd by the Chiang Kai-

Shek occupa.tion troops.

In the intemationa,=ield, the D.R.V. was comple-

tely isolated as China was then in Chiang Kai-Shek’s

hands; its supply in industrial goods a,S Well as its

export depended entirely on the free will of the impe-

rialists. The zone north of the 16th parallel was

SWa‘rming with Chiang Kai-Shek’s troops who ran-

sacked the country shamelessly and kept the = natio皿-

alist parties,, in their pay to sabotage the new

govemment in order to hinder the forward march of

the Vietnamese revolution and seek to bring ln O飾ce

a government of †he Vietnamese feudals and reaction-

aries. In the South immediately after their landing,

the British troops prepa‘red the ground for the come-

back of the French coIonia,1ists.

Tortured by famine, fighting an occupation force

far superior in strength to their own’geOgraPhically

cut o債from the outside world and deprived of all

economic assets, the Vietnamese people and govem-

ment seemed not to have other altemative than to

accept the condition imposed by the enemy which was

the restoration of the coIonial regime adorned with aL

sham independence ; Vietnam would then become the

first country in which imperialism would be able to

COnduct its first neo-COIonia.l experiment in post-War

days.

The D.R・V. govemment took the road of safeguard-

ing the newly won independence and this political

17



and military choice had given rise to an appropriate

economic policy. The fierce resistance put up by the

Vietnamese patriots in the South upset the coIoni-

alists, plans. The reconquest by the enemy proved

more d輯cult and longer than expected; time was

needed to bring in an important military a.ppa‘ratuS・

On the vietnamese side, there were no illusions as to

the aim of imperialism’but a,lso time was necessary

to relieve the aftermaths of famine, Put in position

the mechanisms of the new government and get the

PeOPle ready for the task ahea,d: It should at all costs

PreVent the coalition of French, British and Chiang

Kai-Shek’s forces, a.nd enlighten the opinion of the

WOrld, eSPeCially of the French progressive opmlOn On

the will of the Vietnamese people for independence

and also on their spirit of pea‘Ce and conciliation.

Thus from September工945 tO December |946 a

new period opened up during which on the one hand

the French troops continued launching military opera-

tions for reconquest in the South, and on the other

arduous negotiations were held between the D.R.V.

govemment and the French government *.

Neither the military threat nor the opening of the

negotiations could ma.ke the D.R.Ⅴ. deviate from its

general line in its economic policy which was govemed

by three major principles of action :

- inγeaSeかvoduolion by all means ;

- lay the bases ol an Jndeクendeni ”aiioml cconomy,

develop and strengthen them as swiftly a‘S

POSSible ;

* Negotiations marked by the Agreement of MaLrCh 6,重946

and the Modus Vivendi of September I4’I946.
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ーdemocγa巌e Jhe ecoクOOmic siγuC初′eS aS Widely as

POSSible and as time permits.

書

The first task was to ze′iクe onりami"e・

At the first session of the provisional govemment

of the D.R.V., President Ho Chi Minh pointed out :

the three swom enemies of Vietnam are foreign ag-

gression, famine and ignorance. He then made a

pathetic appeal to increase agricultural production.

‥At present,′, he said・ ‥we are facing two tasks

of paramOunt importance which are to resist the ene-

my by force of arms in the South and to wipe out

famine in the North. Do everything to intensify pro-

duction ! Increase production immedia.tely ! Increase

production further ! This is our watchword at present.

This is for us the most concrete way to defend our

freedom and independence.’’

The sIogan = Not an inch of land lying fallow,’was

launched; the shOrtage Of rice was made up by the

increase of subsidia,ry CrOPS : SWeet POtatOeS, CaSSaVa-

root and various vegetables・ This was a genuine mo-

biliza.tion against fa,mine言n which President Ho Chi

Minh, the government members, Civil servants a.nd

the army took the lead by farming all the pIots of

land available. President Ho Chi Minh laLunChed a

fast-CamPalgn, Which consisted in abstaining from

eating once every ten days in order to save food for

the most hunger-Stricken people・ The distillation of

spirits from rice and maize was forbome.

19



In a few months this big campa]gn against famine

gave the expected results. In Bac Bo (formerly Ton置

king) alone, the 1946 valua’tion enabled to see a

resumption of rice production which at the end of 1944

and beginning I945 dropped by 5O Per Cent COmPared

With the previous years, aLnd chiefly aL Sharp increase in

subsidiary crops of rapid缶owth. In r946 rice produc-

tion reached nearly 2,OOO,OOO tOnS a.S against an aver-

age of more than z,200,OOO tOnS from |94O tO |944;

Subsidiary crops yielded 6oo,OOO tOnS against over

25O,OOO tOnS in the same period.

On the historical plane, this was the丘rst victorywon

OVer famine in a country periodica11y thinned out by

famine. From the end of |946, the Vietnamese people

began to eat their創I and consequently the armed

Struggle could be waged on the basis of a. = long-term

resistance ’: strategy.

★

While making e鱒ort to step up production, the

young Vietnamese state was obliged to secure ;nde-

クmdmi /imnces, an indispensable condition for its

OWn SurVival and one of the essential pillars of its

economic independence. The first ta,Sk was to put an

end to the monopolistic power of the Banque de l,In-

dochine * which grasped all the financial and monetary

resources of the country and issued the Indo-Chinese

CurrenCy. Though the new reglme WaS Set uP, the

Banque de l’Indochine continued to carry out its

霊葦竃議‡莞叢霊欝詰蒜
POint of the August Revolution’
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predatory ma‘meuVreS against the population : Parti-

cularly, in order to deprive it part of its money it

decreed valueless the 50O-Piastre note it had issued

under Japanese occupation.

On January 3r, |946, after five months in o餅ce,

the Provisional Government of the D.R.V. issued its

own currmcy, though the Banque de l’Indochine con-

tinued to exist and the Indo-Chinese piastre to be

legal tender. The dong, neW Vietnamese currency′

was first in circulation south of the 16th parallel ; in

the North, OWing to the presence of Chiang Kai-Shek

troops and the negotiations being held with France’

it was not yet possible to apply the same measures.

However after October 1946, With the ratification of

the first constitution, the National Assembly of the

D.R.V. passed at the same time an important reso-

lution to adopt the new currency throughout the ter-

ritory・ The population was jnvited to change old

notes ofthe Banque de l’Indochine for the new ones・

From the /訪amial point of view, the million of

pjastres in cash owIled by the Vietnamese govemment

at the outset, WaS ra-Pidly spent during the first

months in o鮒ce言t was chiefly by asking for the sa-

Cri丘ce of the public servants and inhabitants th:Lt the

budget was創Ied up. For several months many o組一

Cials did not receive their salaries and the large-SCale

COllections organized were enthusiastically welcomed

by the population’for the revolutionary administra-

tion had known how to ally all the people’s aspira-

tions for independence and democracy. A = fund for

na.tional defence ” was set up by mea.ns of collections

and during the `` gold collection week ’’many famiIies

2章



gave their jewels a.nd precious objects as contribution

to the expenditures of the govemment.

賀

The ogra′ian m`aSuγ`S taken by the D.R.V. during

the first years dealt chiefly with the land owned by

the French coIonialists* and the Vietnamese landlords

Who had joined the enemy’s ranks : these lands were

temporarily allotted to the poor peasants. On Novem-

ber 20, |945, a decree was issued obliging landlords to

reduce land rent by z5 Per Cent. The question ofdistri-

bution of land belonging to Vietnamese landlords was

not yet tackled but the decree on land rent reduction

and the elaboration of a labour legislation proved to

the peasa.nts and workers that the new regime was

keeping their interests at heart notwithstanding the

difficulties it encountered.

★

II. Problems of war economy

Repudiating brutally aLll the agreements sigrled, the

French command thought to put an end to the Viet-

namese resistance by launching on December |9, 1946

an attack aga.inst the central organs of the Viet-

namese government in Hanoi. Not taken unawares,

the latter resisted and the battle of Hanoi believed

* The industria’l and co皿merCial enterprises of the French

Were left intact during the negotiations for the Vietna皿eSe

govern町ent Wanted to show to world opinion its will for

PeaCe and conciliation.
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by the French Command to be the last・ Wa.S in fact

the beginning of a war which lasted eight years on

end and took on an ever larger-SCale" The whole coun-

try lived in the same situa‘tion as fa.ced by the South

since over one yea,r. The enemy controlled the big

towns and trunk communication lines while the free

zones were mainly in the countryside. The maior

principles laid down at the outset were to guide the

mind of the masses in all fields, i.e∴

- ioクreクare脇rSelひes for a long-ierm, hard, COml妨-

caied b初cerlainlγ壷ioγio鵬reSisiance秒′aらan a祐0初

γeSisiame秒)aged bγ ihe e脇re率Oクle ,●

-Jo ,ely mainly on ouγ O砂w Siγength, and not on

assistance from outside.

Temporarily, the enemy was by fa,r SuPerior in ma-

terials and technique ; but wa,gmg an unjust war, he

had to reckon with the weariness of his mercenaries,

with the awakening of French and intemational opi-

nion, and with the di鯖culties wh王ch would not fail to

arise at home and abroa,d as the result of a long-term

war. should it know how to develop further its own

forces, the Vietnamese resistance which was defendiIlg

a just cause, COuld in the course of a long-term War,

gradua11y consolidate and increase its strength in

order eventually to upset the balance of forces and

win victory. It was the same in the economic field’

for the economy of the free zones, greatly handicap-

ped at the start, WaS gradually stabilized’While the

economic depression grew from ba,d to worse in the

reglOnS COntrOlled by the enemy.

青

"　　事
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The occupation by the enemy of big towns and main

COmmunication lines resulted in the establishment of

regions quite isola‘ted from one another. Besides, tO

PreVent the enemy from thrusting his military opera-

tions into the liberated zones’Or Settling in the heart

Of some reglOnS, the Vietnamese patriots destroyed

the ra.ilway tracks, highways and towns which were

likely to serve the enemy. It is understood tha.t in

these conditions, the watchword =To J〃creaseクvoduo-

訪on at any cost in order to supply the frontline and

the rear’’was completed by the directive that cach

region should caieγ /or訪sel手

Agγicul初γalクγOduc訪on was the centra,l task. Presi-

dent Ho Chi Minh called ceaselessly on each citizen to

increa‘Se agricultural production. In a concise formu-

la “Good /00d ma居es good aγmy’’, he made it clear to

the people, eSPeCia.11y to the peasants′ that they are

duty-bound to increase a.gricultural production at any

COSt. The mountain reglOnS Of Viet Bac* where the

Central organs of the Resistance were set up, Were

thinly popula,ted and had wide areas of uncleared

Iand; thanks to the e鱒orts ma,de by the population

a.nd the Resistance organs, their agricultural produc-

tion increased considerably. Taking the whole of the

northem zone, Where agriculture was always subject to

the scourge of natural calamities, it could be confirmed

that in I947 and the following yea’rS, despite the

d脆culties created by the war, rice production reached

the average yield of the period from 194O tO ]944.

* Covering chiefly seven provinces :冒uyenQua.ng, Phu Tho,

Vinh Yen・ Phuc Yen, Thai Nguyen, Bac Can・ Cao Ba‘ng’

Which are situated north of the Red River.
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Handicγa/ls was greatly promoted to produce con-

sumer goods’SOme Of which ha.d been previously im-

ported. There were ma’ny initiatives to make up the

shortage of raw ma.terials and to find new techniques・

Tha,nks to the devotion of the workers and of al1

1abourers. several thousands of tons of machines and

various apparatuses Were disma,ntled and carried

pick-a-back piece by piece from the towns to the work-

shops in the jungle or installed in villages. By salvag-

ing the rails, the disma,ntled machines and shells

fallen in the hands of the paLtriots, andevenbycol】ect-

1ng SCraP iron in the French controlled towns言t was

possible to have steel necessary for the manufacture

of wea.pons・ Gun powder and explosives were made

by ingenious handicraft means from saltpetre’Various

acids, POta.SSium ch】orate, etC. Step by step it was

possible to ma.ke rifles, ma‘Chine-gunS・ bazookas’re-

coilless guns’mines, eXPIosives’etC.

In the moneきary and ,na”Cial ”elds, a gOVemment

decree signed in 1948 prohibited the use of the piastre

issued by the Banque de l,Indochine and since then’

this currency comPletely disappea.red from the libe-

ra.ted zones. Land taxes covercd most of the govem-

ment budget (67 Per Cent in 1947’83 Per Cent in 195O).

However the wa,r eXPenditures became more and more

important and the receipts covered hardly a qua.rter

of the govemmental expenses・ Despite a growing

infla.tion, the population′ Out Of pa,triotism′ COntinued

to trust the national currency. Aしl the enemy′s attempts

at forcing his currency in the liberated zones and

depreciating the Vietnamese currenCy met With failure.

★

●　事
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III. Towards a democratic

and popular economy

In October r95O, a Series of French posts, StrOngly

fortified aLnd defended to bolt the Sino-Vietnamese

border fe11 in the ha.nds of the Vietnam People,s

Army・ The war took a new turn. The French expe-

ditionaLry COrPS WaS then faced with a guerilla force

Which developed unceasingly and a regular army made

up by big units whose armament and fighting technique

Were mOre and more formidable. In the intemational

field’an eVent Of paramount importance took place

With the People′s Republic of China extending its

POWer Which touched as far as the Vietnamese frontier.

France then received from the U.S・ all the necessary

financial and material assistance to continue and

intensify the war. American weapons were poured

into Indo-China. ; eSPeCia.11y the French air force was

largely strengthened to carry out most murderous

and destructive raids on the free zones. The French

COmmand and the American advisers set upon des・

troying the jrrigation works, Particularly importaLnt

for rice production, and preventing all production

WOrk, Chiefly farming言n the liberated zones. The

mobile units of the French expeditiQna,ry COrPS Were

re-equipped with a view to launching raids deep into

these territories. A great impulse was given by the

enemy to the esta.bIishment and training of a ・・na.-

tional army,, fighting at the side of the French

expeditionary corps. It consisted in白pitting Viet-

namese against Vietnamese,, a‘nd ‥feeding war on

War’’i.e. in the economic field in robbing as much

loca‘l resource as possible to finance thc war.
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Thus with the development of the war’the military

operations were conducted on an ever la’rger SCale,

and the destructions, eXaCtions and crimes committed

by the enemy mCreaSed day by day. The military and

economic expenditures defrayed by the Vietnamese

Resistance were more and more heavy. This new

stage of the war required that new resources should

be found・ The genera1 1ine of economic policy did not

change compared with the previous period′ but a

series of new measures were adoptedタgiving this policy

a much grea.ter coherence and systematization *.

青

As before, the bulk of agricultural and handicraft

production derived from individual expIoitation and

patriotic emulation was always the leading mover

impelling the workers’PeaSantS’a maJOr Part Of

artisans and many owners of small industrial and han-

dicraft enterprises to increase production・ However

the burdens carried by the state on the one hand and

by the peasants who constituted the bulk of the army

and made the greatest contribution in the productive

branch on the other, Were mOre and more heavy.

That is why from 1951 tO 1954, meaSureS Were

taken to:

* By strengthening to the t.tmost its war potentiality

with a growing American aid’in [953 the French com皿and

set afoot the ・・Na.varre plan,, by which the Vietnamese

armed forces would be defeated within I8 months and the

country entirely ‘・ pacified ・,・ This plan met with co皿Plete

failure and the climax of this last stage of the war was the

D王en Bien Phu battle.
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-Strenglhen ihe economic role o/ ihe st。i。 and

Slγenglhen iis加ancialクosilion ,・

‾emOurageクγOdu訪on∴and e初ance ihe comba訪ひe_

ness o/ ihe柳r巌ngクeasanis.

ImγeaSeわproduciion remained the fundamental

PrOblem. In its progrcss the war led to an acute un_

balance in the budget・ a raPid depreciation of the

Currency and an important rise in prices. Thus it was

neCeSSary to take 7adical g印’amial mcasures to increas。

receipts a‘nd curtaiI expenses to unify the system

Of receipts and expenses of the govemment’StOP infla-

tio重書and stab王lize prlCeS.

In May [95r, three measures of vita.1 importance

Were decided for the

- eStablishment of a Naiional Ban鳥;

-issuance of a ”e砂C“γremy (the new dong was

equiva.1ent to ro dongs of the old currency) ;

- eStablishment of a single∴agriculiura吊わtO re_

Place the old ta,ⅩeS’COntribution: and indirect

taxes paid by the peasants;

- Organiza,tion of Slate Jrade seγ諦ces.

Agricultural tax was paid in kind, On the basis

Of the a.gricultural income drawn by each household

and at a progressive rate; the basic abatement wa,S

Calculated according to the number of heads of popu-

lation to be fed be each household *. Up to that

* All households whose members eamed an income in。

寵重器悪霊盤a盤詣e諾塁蒜葉書
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time the taxes and contributions collected from the

PeaSantS Were quite various and often took the form

Of voluntary contributions. As a result, it was often

the poorest peasants who’Out Of patriotism’gaVe the

most, PrOPOrtionately speaking’ and the rich who

tried to give the lea.st possib萱e. With a single tax

丘xed on the basis of agricultural incones and at a

PrOgreSSive rate, those who?e income was bigger were

COmPelled to make a greater contribution to the war

burden. It is worth noting at once that after its

establishment and collection - We Shall come back to

this subject-agricultural tax was more and more

OPPOSed by the landlords and warmly welcomed by

the poor peasants・

Another unified system of taxes collected in cash

(ca,lled industria.l and commerCia‘l taxes) on commer-

cia.1 transa,Ctions and industrial activities completed

the new fiscal list.

The institution of the new丘scal system, and above

all of a unified agricultural tax allowed the budget

to increa.se rapidly; if we take the receipts of |95|

as basis, We have the following percentages :

|951　　　　1952　　　　　|953　　　　1954

工○○　　　　3重工　　　　与30　　　　536

From year to year, the percentage of receipts

COmPa.red with budgetary expenses was as follows :

1947　|948　|949　|95O　195工　I952　1953

27　　20　　工8　　23　　30　　82　　重工6

lowest category,丘Ⅹed at 6 per cent, WaS tO be paid by hou-

Seholds whose members dIeW an income rangi]一g from 6r to

75 kgs of paddy per capita,. The highest category血xed at 45

Per Cent WaS tO be pa・id by all households whose members

eamed an income superior to l’796 kgs of paddy each.
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Since 1953・ the prices and currency have become

Stable. Meanwhile the piastre’CurrenCy Of the enemy

OCCuPied zones′ PrOgreSSed in the opposite direction.

On May H, [953, the colonialists decreed the devalo_

rization of the piastre whose o範cia,l rate dropped

from [7 to |O French francs while on the world mar-

ket it sank to 7 francs・ Thus, in the financial field,

the assertion that ・・our forces increased day by da.y

With the protraction of the hostilities, While the

enemy’s forces grew thinner,・ was confirmed. Time

WaS On the side of the Vietnamese Resistance and not

On the side of the French coIonialists′ despite a

Substantial aid granted by the U.S.

1

This result was not obtained by amed struggle

Only;あ’Jhe cconomic and /脇amial ;elds, there was

also an aciual ze′aγ・ At the beginning of the hostilities,

When the enemy occupied the big towns, a blockade

had to be organized first to prevent the enemy from

making supplies in the surrounding countryside. It

WaS also necessary, aS has been said, tO forbid the

enemy’s motorized units to venture fa.r from these

towns. Hence the importapce of the destruction of

COmmunication lines ‥工O′7OO kms of road, I,54O kms of

railway tracks and a length of3O.5 kms of bridges were

destroyed as we11 as 53 Small towns and market-tOWnS.

As soon as the enemy was spotted, the inhabitants

literally ‘`emptied,, their houses and gardens, thus cre-

atinggreat d脆culties for the supply of the enemy and

his insta11ation of posts and administrative centres.
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Little by little’the enemy extended his zones of

occupation which included some regions in the coun-

tryside set among the liberated zones ; for years on

end, many territories were contended by both sides′

changed hands by the fate of ams’Or Were COntrOl-

led by the French expeditionary corps by day and the

Vietnamese Resistance forces by night.

Thus the economic struggle could not be confined

to mere blockade and it was nonsensical to try and

maintain a cIose barrier between the occupied zones

and the free zones. In the occupied zones, the pro-

duction of manufactured goods in the towns′ though

much weakened compared with the pre-War days, and

chiefty the inflow of French and American goods, gaVe

the enemy a great economic advantage. He sought to

swamp the free zones with goods in order to ruin our

handicrafts and cottage industries’tO graSP neCeSSary

agricultural products′ tO enforce his currency to the

detriment of the Vietnamese currency’While trying

to blocka,de the liberated zones economically. Through

the trade channels, the enemy also tried to expand

his political influence and introduce his spies a.nd

agents in the free zones.

Furthermore, SOme agricultural and forest products

of the free zones could advantageously use the occu-

pied zones as outlet. This operation would ha.ve a

double adva.ntage in the field of production. It would

thus be necessary to re-Organize the blockade’Without

however allowing economic transactions to develop

freely and spontaneously. Then a new policy on the

economic ba,ttle with the occupied zone and the con-

troI of economic intercourses between the two zones

31
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WaS advoca,ted・ A decree signed on August 13, 195I

laid down the c争rdinal principles of this battle. It

COnSisted first in securing economic independence for

the free zone’PrOteCting the national production, im-

POrting only what was strictly necessary’eXPOrting

Only what was produqed in surplus ; this drastic policy

also tried to sa.tisfy as much as possible the most

PreSSlng needs of the population. While the home
trade was free, a11 tran?aCtions with abroad should

be subject to contro].

In 1952 the amount of exchanges between the two

ZOneS greW raPidly (5 times over 195I)言n 1953 the

exportation was ]6o per cent and importation 4O Per

Cent larger than in ]952・ The exportation of agricul-

tura.l and forest produce went up rapidly (工工O,OOO

tons of paddy in ]953, 87,OOO tOnS during the first six

months of |954 aS against 9,OOO tOnS in 195|), thus

enabling the agriculturaI people, eSPeCialIy the high-

landers to make a sensible odd income. The excess 。f

imports over exports decreased gradually to become

insignificant. In the monetary field, in the beginning,

the enemy had the advanta.ge owing to the relative

abundance of manufactured goods he had in hand.

But thanks to the patriotism of the population on the

One hand′ and to the application of drastic measures

On the other’the exchange rate could be stabilized

gradually and the state could build up a reserve of

the enemy’s currency. The prices of goods coming

from the enemy occupied zones dropped, While the

exportation of handicra.ft and forest products created

new resources for the population.
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The battle between the two currencies took place in

the course of deve]opment of controlled transactions

between the two zones. Furthermore言n the newly

liberated territories, the question was to drive away

the currency of the opponent side, and to track down

the forged national currency introduced by the enemy

in the free zones; in the zones contended by the two

Sides, it was necessary to enforce the national cur-

rency concurrently with that issued by the enemy.

Many fighters lost their lives in this arduous and pro-

tracted monetary battle. The exchange rate between

the two currencies tumed gradua]ly to our advantage.

In January 1953, One Indo・Chinese piastre was worth

from 48 to IOO Vietnamese dongs according to the

reglOnS ; this rate fell to 3O dongs on the average on

the eve of the armistice.

The deve】opment of trade at home and with Peo-

Ple’s China after the opening of the China-Vietnam bor-

der, the intensification of the economic struggle against

the enemy, and of the commercial exchanges between

the liberated zones a.nd those occupied by the enemy,

the increase of war expenditures and of the supplies

to the army and the front, and the growlng neCeSSity

Of stabilizing finances, CurrenCy and prices, led the

government to set up a state trade service, by the

May |4, |951 decree. The state cIosely took in hand

foreign trade, While on the home market the state

trade service sought to concentrate in its hands part

Of agricultural and handicraft products, StaPle con-

Sumer gOOds (rice, Sa]t, fabrics…) and part of means

Of production in order to improve the supply of the
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army and the people′ tO SerVe and intensify produc-

tion′ tO Curb a.nd stabilize prlCeS.

In 1953・ it could be said that prices were stabilized

in the main; dispa.rities of prices between various

regions’SO far strongIy marked, Were brought down

COnSiderably together with seasonal price fluctuations.

As a result, in the Viet Ba.c region, from December

r952 tO December 1953, the price of rice lowered by

35 Per Cent, Salt (a valuable merchandise for mountain

regions) by 55 Per Cent, and fabrics by 3O Per Cent.

The part played by state trade in exchanges grew

rapidly. Compared with 1952, the 1953 trade tumover

WaS aS follows :

Increase of 2OO Per Cent for the purchase of

Paddy and rice

39　　　　　　for the sale of rice

69　　　　　　for the sale of salt

5OO for imported fa.brics

エ5O for other manufac-

tured products.

The exchanges with People′s China increased rapid-

重y t○○:

工952　　　　　　　　　工953

Exports　21’615 million yuans 38,942 mmionyuans

Imports 19,O4O　-　　-　36,573　-　-

(One yuan WaS WOrth o.工79 dong in |953)

The development of sta.te trade did not mean at a11

the strangling of private commerce and industry. In

keeping with the growth of economy as a whole in

the Resistance zones, the private sector and the state

SeCtOr developed abreast. The Constitution voted in
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1946 gua.ranteed freedom of business undertaking for

traders and industrialists’and in its appeal of March

17, 1952 tO their address, the Presidium of the Nation-

al Assembly and the Central Committee of the Viet-

nam National Front reca]led :

``We call on industrialists and traders to contribute

their efrorts and abilities to the buiIding of the nation-

al economy′ in order to safeguard our independence,

to invest their capital in co・OPeration with the peo-

P】e’s organs, On the basis of mutual interests of both

Parties・ Capital and labour’aS defined by the govem.

ment policy and that of the National Front, and to

establish many trading companies in order to develop

exchanges.’’

The founding of the National Bank to manage a11

movements of capital, the circulation of currency, the

establishment of many state enterprises to produce

armaments and various materials and articles and

the setting up of state trade, COnSjderably reinforced

the state sector in the national economy’and gave it

a new face.

★

This new face of the national economy’this reshap-

ing of old structures, WaS all the more visible with

the carrying out of land reform. In a country having

no modern jndustry’the task of supplying for the

front’COntributing to state expenditures, and produc-

ing raw ma.terials for handicrafts and sma-11 industry,

falls on agriculture’that is to say on the toilingpeas-

ants. As has been said above’the land-POOr PeaSantS
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a.ccounted for the majority of the population and for

the bulk of the soldiers of the people’s army as well

as of those who carried food and munitions to the

front. In the very hard conditions of war and with

the accelerated rhythm and scale of military opera-

tions, and destructions wrought by the enemy, Only

an unprecedented mobilization of the entire population’

especially the large masses of land- POOr PeaSantS,

COuld help cope with the situation.

It was clear that one could not continue endlessly

to send land-POOr PeaSantS tO the front while at their

villages, their wives had to give the bigger part of

the harvest to landlords, PreSent them with gifts on

festive days, PaLy them exorbitaLnt interests for the

debts incurred due to sickness, floods or drought, and

while their children worked for landlords as unpaid

servants and endured all kinds of ill-treatmentS and

brutalities. One could not ask them to till and harvest

in the night time, tO rePair dikes and sluices destroyed

by the enemy, tO CarI.y their own rice to the soldiers

at the front, tO hunt spies. organize guerilla warfare

everywhere without lightening them of the burden

and removing for them the fetters of a millenary feu-

dal past.

In January 1953, the Workers’Party started a cam-

Palgn mObilizing the masses to carry out land reform,

and the Party Centra’l Committee formulated theses

On this question. La‘nd reform was thus in one way or

the other a blow dealt by the Vietna,meSe at the in-

tensified war efforts of the French and Americans. It

COuld be said that the mobilization of the peasant

masses o揮set the very lmPOrtant financial and materia.1
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aid given by the U.S・ A. to the French coIonialists.

The first measures taken in 1945 Were COnfirmed by a

new document (July 14, 1949) insisting on the necessity

Of reducing land rent by 25 Per Cent’a reduction

which was decreed in 1945, but could not be applied

everywhere due to the landlords′ ill-Will. All the

additional obligations imposed on the peasants (gifts,

corvees‥.) were cancelled; the debts contracted

before August |945, those for which the interests paid

represented more thaLn double the original capital’and

those whose creditors were condemned for their anti-

national activities, Were abolished.

However, these measures, Which curbed feuda.l

expIoitation’did not deal a radical blow to the former

regime. In the whole of Vietnam言f we considered

that the communa=and was also practica11y in the

hands of influential notables of the communes, We

could see that the landlords who accounted for less

than 5 Per Cent Of the population, held nearly 7O Per

Cent Of cropland, Whereas the toiling pea.sants (9O

Per Cent Of the population) owned only about 3O Per

cent of the land.

On December 4, 1953, the National Assembly at a

SOlemn plenary session, PaSSed the Land Reform Law

the objective and purpose of which were defined by

Article I as follows :

・`To abolish the reglme Of land appropriation by

the French coIonialists, and wipe out the feudal regime

Of land ownership by the landlord class in order to

3et uP a reglme Of land ownership by the peasants,

release the productive forces m the countryside’give
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a strong impetus to agricultural production and pave

the way for industrial a.nd commercia.1 development,

improve the peasants’living conditions, increase the

Strength of the people and of the Resistance, COmPlete

the task of national liberation, and consolida.te the

regime of people’s democracy∴’

The lands belonging to the coIonialists, traitors, and

to the landlords and notables having committed crimes,

Were COnfiscated ; the lands of ordinary landlords were

requisitioned without judgement, and払e lands, farm

implements and cattle of the landlords having parti-

Cipated in the Resistance were redeemed臆by special

bonds. These lands and property were distributed to

farmhands and land-POOr PeaSantS and to a number

Of middle peasants. The persons responsible for reli-

gious cults were allowed to retain a part of the rice-

fields for religious expenses. The soldiers pressganged

by the enemy had also their shares in the distribution’

Whereas a part of land was left to former landlords

sentenced to less than five years’imPrisonment. The

big mechanized exploitations or plantations grown to

industrial crops were not distributed and became state

farms・ The policy with regard to rich peasants was

that of ``entente with the rich peasants’’and of

= maintenance of the economy of rich peasants ’’; that

was why their land remained intact’eXCePt for the

land of the traitorous and reactionary peasants. The

land directly utilized by the capitalists for their in-

dustrial and commercial expIoitations also remained

intact.

Land reform, a reVOlutionary movement of the

peasants, WaS Carried out by the peasants themselves
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COnSCious of their own class interest, and took on a

Character of peasant masses, uprlSmg under the

leadership of the Vietnam Workers, Party and within

the framework of the Land Reform Law passed by

the Natiollal Assembly. Land reform committees were

Set uP at national′ regiona.l and provincia=evels

Whereas in each commune, the executive committee

of the Peasants’Union was entrusted with the execu-

tion of the law.

If in the military field, the last year of the war

WaS that of struggle against the Navarre p]an, Which

ended by the Dien Bien Phu victory and the armis後

tice signed on July 2O, 1954, in the internal field, it

WaS eSSentia11y the year of great mobilization of the

PeaSant maSSeS for the carrying out of land reform.

As this reform itseIf had to be conducted stage by

Stage, a圭ter an intensified ideoIogical and political

PreParation, the economic results obtained in that

year - that is to say the distribution of land and

PrOPerty - Were muCh less importa.nt than the poli-

tical and ideoIogica.l mobilization among the peasant-

ry, the army and the cadres (That is why we will

deal with the results of the distribution of land

Only in the followiI]g Chapter when the reform is

COmPleted).

This unprecedented mobilization roused a powerful

enthusiasm among the armymen and peasant masses

and helped overcome the difficu埴es of that period.

General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commander-in-Chief of the

People’s Army noticed :

``A new factor has appeared: the policy of sys-

tematic land rent reduction and of implementation of
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land reform decided by the Party and Government.

After the political course on the mobilization of the

PeaSa.nt maSSeS for land reform, Our Cadres and

armymen see more clea.rly that the objective of our

Struggle is national independence, and also land to

the tillers. Thcrefore their combativeness has increaS-

ed greatly. More than ever our army transported

With enthusiasm言s ready to go to the front to

annihilate the enemy. ” *

Thus the war ended with the setting up of a

Nationa,l Bank, a Sta,te trade service, a rational tax

SyStem enSuring the budget equilibrium in war time,

a‘nd first of all, With the launching of a reform which

shook even the foundation of the former economic

and socia.l system : land reform. After the armistice,

Vietnam became not only an independent country,

but also a new democratic country.

* Vo Nguyen Giap, Dien B”n Phu・ Foreign Languages

Publishing House’Hanoi, Page 56.
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CHAPTER II

POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION AND

CHOICE OF SOCIALISM

I. Problems and prospects

In October |954, the Government of the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam came back to Hanoi to take in

hand the administra.tion of the northern zone ; in

May |955, the last units of the French expeditionary

COrPS left the Haiphong-Hongal COaStal region・ The

POlitical independence of the northem zone was thus

definitely and integrally reconquered’but the problem

Of economic independence was not consequently

SOlved.

The French coIonia】ists - and together with them

all the gang of imperialists, Vietnamese feudalists and

COmPradors who had fled to the South - thought

fimly that North Vietnam’Partitioned from South

Vietnam, and having its relations cut off from the

former metropolis. would not be able to live independ-

ently on its own economy and tha,t the reglme

Which had brilliantly won the war would meet its
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doom’ Stumbling over many economic d瓶culties

Which it would soon encounter. This thesis is not

utterly groundless.

In fact, Cut from the South, North Vietnam had

to deal first of all with a problem which for centuries

no social system had been able to soIve : famine. In

1963 the country had about two milIion hectares of

arable land to feed over 17 million inhabitants ; eVen

a. country like India’Where famine is current, has a

Per CaPita landholding three times bigger, Natural
Calamities are frequent; from June to October,

monsoon brings to the country considerable quantities

Of water’risking at any moment to immerge rice-

Plants or flood whole reglOnS. During this season

typhoons frequently cause great devastations. In

Other months of the year it often happens that not a

drop of rain falls for whole months and rice-Plants

Wither. In many ricefields =rice-Plants either tum

brown or rot,,’ they aLre either scorched by a

PrOtraCted drought in the dry season or immerged in

the water for many days on end in the rainy season.

All the year round, On North Vietnam fields, millions

Of persons are seen toiling and moiling at bringing

Water tO the ricefields or draining it by means of

rudimentary scoops worked by hand.

We caLn read in the annals of iormer imperial dynas置

ties or in the newspapers during the coIonial period,

StOries of the followir)g kind :

``The inhabitants have given up all cultivation, alI

thejr stocks of rice being completely cxhausted. With

their chiIdren in their arms, and in long創es, they gO

away to seek for food. The price of rice has soared
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up: With a hundred sapekes’One CannOt get eVen a

meal. Most cf the people feed on grass. The roads

are strewn with the corpses of those died of star-

vation. ”

(Co‘Ong Muc 4mals, r74工)
``Around the vi11ages and markets, the roads are

crowded with destitutes and beggars who have no-

thing to eat・ Driven by famine’the people in great

numbers leave their huts after having sold everything

and wander about begging until exhausted they die

in the comer of a wall.’l

(Aひcnir du ron居in, April 22, |896)

In 1944-1945’famine carried o鯖two million people・

Many a ¥¥'estem economist such as the French

geographer Gourou’after many studies on the life of

the peasants in North Vietnam′ Ca.me tO the conclu-

sion that there was but a, SOlution: tO reSign to that

fatality of permanent food shortage and periodica,1

famines.

After 1955, a neW Circumstance came to complicate

the problem : the post-War COnjuncture, and the ra,Pid

progress of hygiene have favoured a record of demo・

graphic increase : mOre than 3'5 Per Cent a year, that

is to say a yearly increase of more than half a mi11ion

PeOPIe to feed・

With ncarly one-tenth of a hectare of arable land

per capita, is it possible to feed the population and

prevent the recurrence of periodical famines which

decimated the people of the country? Such was the

first question put to the new regime after the end of

the war.
青

書∴∴事
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The interruption of all economic and cultural rela_

tions with the southern ha‘lf of the country, is for the

nation a profound mutilation which strongly impedes

its progress. The North, rich in mineral products, and

having an important industria‘l potentiality should

COmPlete the economy of the South rich in agricultu-

ral products. It is necessary to consider the problem

not only from the simple viewpoint of natural resour-

CeS; but also from the viewpoint of human resources :

the e鯖orts of a whole nation of 30 million people, due

to the protracted partition of the country, CannOt be

POOled and concentrated in a single creative endeav-

Our. On the contrary, the brutal America.n interven_

tion ha’S forced the southern population to carry on

the liberation war and the North to expend great

amounts on national defence.

To put it in a picturesque way’We WOuld saytha

the Vietnamese people’aS a Whole・ Can be compa.red

With a man building a new house′ With his two legs

in water; While his arms build the new house,

his immerged legs are forced to fight against an

OCtOPuS With strong and venomous tentacles. To cope

With American power when one is a small nation

Without great material means言s a trial certainly

COmParable to that of the protracted war of resistance

Which has just come to an end.

On top of this a’re ruins of a nine-year long war

Which followed the Second World War a,nd ravaged

every village and every comer of the la.nd; Of the

COmmunication lines’there remained only H2 km. of

railways (a na,rrOW Single track), SOme trunk r。ads
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around Hanoi not longer than some hundreds of kilo-

metres. From 1939 tO　|954, While other countries

made great technical progresses’the small industry

existing in Vietnam had not renewed its equlPment

and opeI少ed often with machines dating as back as

|9OO. In leaving the country the French expeditionary

corps dismantled and carried away the essential parts

of workshops and the main technica.1 documents’thus

COmPletely paralyzing many enterprises・ All the essen-

tial parts, equlPment and materials necessary for

their good runnmg Were formerly supplied by French

firms ; in the country no workshops could make them.

Its umbilical cord being cut off from the =mother coun-

try,,, the sma11 modern economy which had existed

should have been doomed rapidly.

Thus, the French firms refused all o鯖ers made by

the Government of the D.R.V. to continue to work

and to co-OPerate With the new regime. They prefer-

red- aCting also under American pressure-tO Cut

all relations with the D.R.V., Carry Out a drastic

blockade, thinking that they could bring to its knees

the new state which had no experience in the frold of

modem economy.

The havoc wrought to agriculture was no less consi-

derable. All the major hydraulic works were destroyed

by bombing, endangering the plantation of rice on

more than 32O,OOO hectares ; mOre than |4O’OOO hec-

tares of ricefields were la‘id fallow during the years of

war, COVered with a network of strongholds, barbed

wire and mine-fields, and should be reclaimed at the

COSt Of great e鯖orts and not without danger.
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The regions newly liberated after the armistice lost

more than IOO′OOO buffaloes and oxen’and in many

regions, men had to draw pIoughs to till their land.

Hundreds of thousands of persons, eSPeCially the Ca-

thOlicpeasants’Were COerCed togo to the South, Which

gave rise to a disorganization in the economic and

SOCia=ife in ma.ny regions where the majority of the

POPulation are Catholics.

From the economic and social viewpoints, tWO ZOneS

With radically opposing structures shou-d be integra-

ted into the same entity: the regions liberated for a

long time where economy was already organized on a

裏Iational, independent and democratic basis′ and the

reglOllS SO far occupied by the enemy. The latter had

depended entirely on French economy; besides, the

expenditures of a large French expeditionary corps

had created an artificial situation in which services

PreVailed over production. Hanoi′ for example, When

liberated′ had on]y 5,OOO WOrkers and handicraftsmen

Out Of a population of 40O,OOO; the rema.inder lived

either on trading which consisted essentially in reselト

ing foreign goods’Or On Catering services for the

Well-being and comfort of thg invaders - reStaurants,

Caf6s′ Places of amusement, entertainment, and other

]uxuries. The situation created by a protracted war,

the interruption of relations wjth France, the evacua-

tion of the French expeditjonary corps (the principal

COnSumer OWing to the war) made the economy’of

these regions slack and as a result hundreds of thou_

Sands of persons rema.ined unempIoyed.

青

書　◆
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In the European countries ravaged by war, reCOnS-

truction wa,S relatively easy beca.use these countries

have already a. modem industrial basis. In Vietnam

the legacy of the past, Particularly after 15 yearS Of

War (1939-|954), WaS neXt tO nil・ Throughout the

Period of coIonial regime, there was not any technica’l

higher education言n the whole of Indo-China. there

Were Only three voca.tional schooIs to train skilled

WOrkers. The production of electricity in the first post-

War year WaS Only 52 million kwh. The share of mo-

dem industry in the gross value ofnational production

in |954-1955 WaS Only l.5 Per Cent. It could be said

tha.t to build a modem industry, We had to start

from scratch.

In agriculture, teChnique rema.ined as it had been

in the former feudal regime ; for example on looking

at the drawings of the farm implements of the former

℃enturies, We reaIize that the farming technique used

in 1955 in North Vietna.m had not undergone the

Slightest improvement.

Such a rudimentary aLgricultural economy could not

JeVen regularly ensure food to all ; how to envisage an

enlarged reproduction, and great investments for a

rapid industrializa.tion and build a national industry,

the foundation of all economic independence?

It wa.s evident that once political independence is

WOn, tO enSure eCOnOmic independence and progress,

℃COnOmic structures should be cha.nged radically while

Wa.yS and means be found to meet first the immediate

nequirements and heal the war scars.
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For a short period of time, Within a decade start-

ing from I955, the people and the Government of the

D.R‘V. buckled to these problems‥　tO reStOre an

economy ruined by a long alトout war, buiId an inde-

Pendent national economy’and carry out a radical

transformation of the economic structures, tO turn a

fomer coIony, a Semi-feudal country言nto an inde-

Pendent and socialist country. Three di鯖erent stages

Can be noted in this evoIution :

- From I955 tO |957, the post-War Period of eco-

nomic reconstruction, the war scars were healed and

towards the end of this period the general economic

level could be considered as reaching that of ]939;

the post-War reCOnStruction was carried out on the

basis of completion of land reform.

-From 1958　to　|96o, the period particularly

important for the economic and social transformation

Of the D.R・V.′ PrOfpund changes took place in the

economic structures. Co-OPerativization made rapid

PrOgreSS, invoIving by the end of |960 the majority

Of the peasant households ; industry and commerce

Were for the al)SOlute part in the hands of the state

While capitalist industry and commerce were trans-

formed into joint state-CaPitalist enterprises. At the

beginnlng Of 1961 it could be saLid tha.t the transfor-

mation of economic structures, the establishment of

SOCialist production relations, Were COmPleted in the

- However, the material and technical basis of

economy remained extremely weak ; in 196|, Vietnam

had the essential characteristic that its socia]ist
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PrOduction relations were based on a too weak in-

dustry and a backward agriculturall teChnique. The

new production relations can be consolidated only if

an advanced maでerial and technical basis can be

rapidly created, hence the necessity to give a vigor-

OuS impulse to agriculture, and first of al=o lay

the foundations of a socialist industrjalization whose

backbone will be a relatively comprehensive heavy

industry. The first five-year Plan (I96H965) is to

build the first bases of that socialist industrializa-

tion.

If the starting bases of our modern economy a.re

the weakest, POtentialities are on the contrary Im-

POrtant, first of all inthe mining and power branches ;

in agriculture, the trOPical climate, OnCe hamessed,

is an excellent asset for agricultural development. In

SPite of the partition of the country the area and

POPulation of the D.R・Vっwithout being large, allow

it however to stand as an independent economic unit.

Besides these important economic reserves, We muSt

indeed emphasize the political and moral factor.

Under the leadership of the Workers’Party and the

Government of the D.R.V. headed by President Ho

Chi Minh, the industrious Vietnamese people, temPer-

ed by the long years of the War of Resistance against

imperia】ist aggression, are ready to devote the neces-

Sary e楢orts, and the other socialist countries also

grant it a very valuable aid. Thus the favourable

COnditions for the building of an independent national

economy are not wanting, The undertaking, †hol喀h

difficult言s workable.



JI, Completion of land reform and post-War

reconstruction (1955-1957)

In a country devastated by war and disorga.nized

after the collapse of the colonia‘1 regime, the complete

interruption of long-Standing exchanges, the d紐cult

integration of two zones with opposing economic

structures, the threat of famine due to a series of

natural calamities towa‘rds the end of ]954 and the

beginning of r955’the shortage of goods which had

been so far imported from abroad, aS Well as the

massive unemployment rampant in urban centres,

constituted particularly acute problems for the Go-

vernment of the D.R.V. However it would be wrong

to consider that the economic measures taken during

this period were only emergency ones, aimed at meet-

ing the immediate requirements. In fact, if they were

prompted by circumstances, they were’however,

within the framework of a long-term eCOnOmic policy

of which we have previously dra‘Wn the great lines.

Com〆履iion ol land　γe/orm

and γehabi初ahon o/ agγicullure

So the armistice did not interrupt the carrylng Out

of land reform. Quite the contrary- Due to the restor-

ation of peace, a neW impulse was given to the mo-

bilization of the peasant ma.sses for the comPletion

of that fundamenta,l reform. At the restoration of

peace, three million peasants had already participated

in the ca‘mPaign of m。bilization obliging the land-

宣ords to reduce la.nd rent and pay back the surplus

rent they had pocketed illegally during the previous

years言n 269 COmmurleS, half a million peasants were
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allotted the land and property taken from the land-

lords, and, With the profound changes in the communa'1

administration, they became reaLl masters of their

Villages.

However, land reform was not yet carried out in

SOme important regions such as the zones formerly

OCCuPied by the enemy or the guerilla- regions inha-

bitated by a‘ Very dense peasant population, SOme re-

glOnS Of plains and mountains of the free zones・ As

early as September 1954, the Political Bureau of the

Worker,s Party drew the attention of the activists to

the fact that they should not neglect land、 reform

While busying themselves with the taking over of ur-

ban centres, and in the fourth session of the Na.tion-

al Assembly held in March |955, the report made

by the Government specified as fo11ows :

白From the economic viewpoint, land reform creates

the fundamehtal conditions to restore economy,develop

agriculture, reStOre and develop urban economy. It

Will improve the living conditions of the population,

especially the peasants. ’’

The fmdaLmental provisions of the land reform law

remain the same; however, With the restoration of

PeaCe, Certain supple measures were worked out to

SPeed up the reform and broaden the anti-feudal and

anti-imperialist front. The campaign to mobilize the

masses continued with no less vlgOur and was carried

On til=he end of |956.

The mobilizat王on of the maSSeS for rent reduction

and the distribution of land were carried on for three

years and ten months, invoIving in various provinces
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of the deIt合and of the midland more than 2,40O,OOO

peasant households embracing nearly II million per-

sons. These regions covered one million and a’half

hectares of land, that is to say the major part of the

arable area in North Vietnam. Of these one million

and a half hectares, 8|O,OOO hectares were con丘scated,

requisitioned or redeemed, tOgether with lOO・OOO buf-

faloes and oxen, 1,8 million farm implements, many

houses to be distributed to 2,2 million peasa.nt hou-

seholds, invoIving 9,5 million persbnS・ 72・8 per cent

of peasant households received their shares of land.

The feudal production relations were thus com-

pletely eliminated’and the political power and social

prestige of landlords definitely liqui ,ated. The sIogan

of the agrarian.programme of the Pa「ty′ = Land to

the tillers ,, and the centuries-Old dream of the peas-

ants to own a pIot of land’Were thus realized・ It

must be noted that due to the extreme scantiness of

arable land and the very high demographic density each

peasant household received on】y a limited share. Even

prior to the refom・ those who were classified as land-

lords, that is to say those who live on the expIoitation

of others’labour under the form of land rent, had

only small holdings in comparison with their counter-

parts in other countries. After the reform, the per

capita landholding was established as follows :

Cla8Sl aPPartenanCe

Land萱ord.

Rich peasant　〇 ・

Middle peasant. .

Land-POOr PeaSant

Farmhand .

Before reform

6,499 Sq・m

2,工4重

工.工5工

45与

重99

After reform

l,OIO Sq.m-

2,工8与

工,665

重,43重

工,528

It is worth noting that the land reform law defined

the class orlgm On the basis not simpIy of the extent

Of landholding but also of the method of expIoitation:

- is a landlord he who does not work on his land,

but lives on land rent and usury;

- a rich peasant tills his land himself and disposes

Of a surplus on which he exp萱oits the farmhands’

1abour ;

-a middle pea.sant lives solely by tilling his land

Without expIoiting others ;

葛a land-POOr PeaSant OWnS tOO little land to neet

his needs and ha.s to rent land from others or hire

himself as farmhand ;

一a landless peasant is most often a farmhand.

Thus, after the completion of land reform, the

average landholding of the peasants was established

around (or close to) that of the middle peasants,

the latter however possessed in addition cattle, farm

implements, mOney, mOre COmfortable houses, and

therefore the formerly landless and land-POOr PeaSantS

would not be able after the distribution of land,

immediately overtake the living standards of the

middle peasants.

Another remark: there was in Vietnam no parceL

1ing of the estates after the reform, for rarely the

la.ndlords owned single estates of land・ They grabbed

it one pIot after the other from the peasants. The

reform wa.s carried out on the principle that he who

tills a land keeps it for his own a.ccount. Now thatthe

PeaSant has become the owner of the plot of land, he

WOrks on it much better; it is thus understandable
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why the reform is followed by a rapid increase of

agricultural production.

Agricultural production in that period was a‘S

follows :

1955　　　　　　　19きe　　　　　　1957

3,6oo,OOO tOnS　　4,132,OOO　　4,OOO,OOO

Of rice　　　　　　　　(unfavourable climatic

COnditions)

Besides, there was a production of 70O,OOO tOnS

(average) of subsidiary crops.
’Pre-War PrOduction wa.s 3,50O,00O tOnS Of rice・

During that period r28,OOO hectares (Or 85 Per Cent

Of land laid fallow during the hostilities) were

reclaimed, and eight big hydraulic systems irrigating

32O,00O hectares, reStOred.

These remarkable results were achieved on the baSis

of the successes scored in land reform and in a

COrleCt eCOnOmic policy which mobilized all the

e繕orts to restore first of all agriculture and particu-

]arly food production.

In securing for each household a pIot of land which

is no doubt very small, land reform has put a.n end

to the permanent insecurity which formerly threaト

ened the peasants: they can now eat their　拙,

dispose of a sma11 surplus of products for sale and

thus begin to buy manufa.ctured goods・ They buy

Still very little, but as millions of peasants so far

Without purchasing power a’nd practically excluded

from the market, begin to buy, it is a very lmPOrtant

Stimulus for national commerce and industry, The

national economy can from now on develop steadi]y.
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InduSiγial 。nd hand毒γali mOnSiγuC訪o"

During that relatively short period of post-War

economic rehabilitation, light industry a.nd handi-

crafts were provisionally given pride of pla.ce as these

sectors require little ca’Pital and give quick retums・

The urgent task was to produce the most indispen-

sable commodities for food and raiment articles for

exportation and building materials・ Following the

restoration of peace, these were the most needed pro-

ducts to stabilize immediately the economic life of

the nation.

However we did not neglect to prepare the condi・

tions for a future development of heavy industry. We

set agoing agam SOme eXisting enterprises which had

ceased to operate due to war and to destructions and

dismantling ca.rried out by the enemy: the cement

plant’mines・ POWer Stations. In that sa.me period’

while emphasizing the central task of the restoration

of agriculture’and especia11y the growing of food

crops, the Government of the D.R.V. also laid stress

on the importance of the restoration and building of

a certain number of enterprises of heavy industry for

the sake of the industrialization to come. This is a

trend required by a. genuinely independent national

eCOnOmy.

Prit,ate ;nd鋸tγy “nd commrce were encouraged but

re-Organized so as progressively to come under the

direct control of the state. If due to economic resto-

ration, Private industry and commerce developed

rapidly in absolute value, On the contrary their

importance in the national economy dwindled to the

bene丘t of the state sector.
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Besides′ a POlicy had to bJ d誼ned with regard to

Fr鋤ch鋤ic7’クγ〆ses・ The enterprises belonging to the

former coIonial or Ba,Odaist administra再on were p]aced

under state management whereas the private enterpri-

SeS Were neither confiscated nor boycotted’nOr Placed

under state ma‘nagement. The private enterprises

Which cater for public services (electricity, Water…)

must continue to run withinthe frameworkofthe new

laws’and are not allowed to stop their activities. I重l

Certain cases (the Haiphong cement plant, Nam Dinh

WeaVing mill, Hanoi brewery), the French owners

intent on sa.botaging the economy of the 】leW state tO

reduce it to their mercy by economic ruin, did not

Want tO reStOre their enterprises. The Government

Of the D.R.V. under†ook the restoration of these

enterprises. For those which needed supplementary

investments, the Vietnamese state also made contri_

bution in the form of ca,Pita.1; it also redeemed cer-

tain enterprises which their owncrs wanted to sell,

as especially the case of the Hongay co11iery.

As early as September 2,工954, President Ho Chi

Minh declared :

=We are resoIved to respect and implement the

Armistice Agreement signed with France. We shall

PrOteCt French economic and cultural interests in

Vietnam. We are ready to resume negotiations with

the French government and to re-eStablish good rela-

tions with France on the basis of equality and

mutua.1 benefit.’’

The Vietnamese policy with regard to France was

defined very clearly ; On the contrary the same cannot

be said of the French policy, StrOngly influenced by
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American pressure. Indeed, in respecting the agree"・

ments it ha.d signed the Vietnamese government did

not have to tuJle its economic policy in accordance

With the French good-Will or ilトwi11. The D.R.V. has

always dea.1t and will a】ways deal with FfanCe On

the basis of equality and mutual benefit ; the epoch

Of economic depe【一dence is definitely gone’eVen in

the extremely di餓cult conditions after the armis-

tice.

★

At the end of 1957, it could be said that therestora-

七ion of economy to its pre-War level wa,S COmPleted.

Agricultural production clearly surpassed that of |939,

while industrial and ha.ndicrafts production reached

about 76 per cent of its pre-War Value. Compared

With the first post-Waryear the growth was rapid :

from |955 tO |957, the annual average increase was

65.3 Per Cent in industry and handicrafts, rOO Per Cent

for industry and 48 per cent for handicrafts. The

Value of the industrial production of the state sector

in |957 WaS five times that of 1955 (The growth was

tremendous due to the sma‘]l value of the produc-

tion ruined by the war).

Many eIlterPrlSeS Were reStOred, SOme Of them were

endowed with new equipment (Hongay col]iery, POWer

Stations in big towns, Haiphong cement plant, Nam

Dinh weavmg mill, Haiphong phosphate works, Co

Dinh chromium mine...). Some fifty new enterprises,

tumlng Out mOStly consumer goods were built, SOme

Of them were re-equipped with most up-tO-date
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machines thanks to the aid granted by other socialist

COuntries (engineerir)g Plant, Phu Tho tea-Curing mill,

丘sh cannery’rice-husking mills, matCh-factory’Ply-

WOOd factory, tObacco factory...).

Priva.te enterprises were also restored and enlarged

(3,8工| enterPrises with a total of 38,OOO WOrkers in

I957). There were oveT 4OO,OOO ha.ndicraftsmen in

|957 aS a垂nst 16o,OOO m 1939・ Compared with I955,

in [957 PrlVate industry and handicrafts increased by-

more than twice the value of their production.

However言t is always the state industrial sector

Which has the highest rate of increase, and its share

in the gross production value does not cease to grow.

In the whole of the industrial and handicraft pro-

duction in |955 the sta‘te SeCtOr aCCOunted for [2 Per

Cent, the private industrial sector I6.8 per cent and

handicrafts 7工・2 Per Cent. In [957 the percentages

Were resPeCtively 28‘4 Per Cent, 14.2 Per Cent, and

57.4 Per Cent. As the state sector occupies the key

POSitions’its determining role in the economy as ab

Whole stands out more and more clear]y.

As for French enterprises, the more important ones

Were SOld by their owners to the Vietnamese govem-

ment ; for others’1ike certain mjnes, theyhadbeen des-

troyed by war in such a, Way that their fomer owners

had to a,bandon them.

★

The ,e-eSlablishmeni o声ommunica訪on hnes and !hc

γehabiliiatio脇∴and ,eg初ari名a訪on o/ homG Jγade are of

CaPita=mportance for the restoration of the nation-

al economy and the raising of the people’s living

Standards.
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Since 1957 mOSt rOads were repaired a’nd 573 kilo-

metres of railways restored・ The re-eStablishment of

comm′nicaiion /ines is of ca-Pital importance for the

restoration of market activities and the regularization

of hom /γade. In home trade many di鯖culties cropped

up : the heterogeneity of prices which di債ered from

one zone to another, the shortage of goods, the spe-

culations by the trading bourgeoisie, and the state

trade embracing only about 2O Per Cent Of the volume`

of goods・ The problem was then whether to regulate

the prices accordingto those existing in the free zones′

or to those in the zones formerly occupied by the

enemy. A principle was worked out which was to

regulate 4γices on the basis of those existing in the

free zones, for these prices were the expression of an

independent national economy and were based on the

cost of production in the country’and not on the

basis of prices of imported goods.

The trade forinerly in the hands of foreign monopoly

capitalists and Vietnamese compra-dors, and catering

for the expansionist war′ WaS SOOn turned into a. trade

to serve production and the people,s welfare. The

state trade and the network of purchasing and mar-

keting co-OPeratives received a strong impetus, SySte-

matically to struggle against the speculative schemes

of the bourgeoisie : The struggle was hard・ but the

prices were stabilized gradually despite the sudden

break of the importation of French a.nd American

g○○ds.
●

In l紡ame the shifting from the state of war to the

State Of peace determined a radical change in the
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budget which was so far essentially devoted to war

expenses ; nOW the budget ma.inly serves the economic

building. The aid gra.nted by tlle SOCialist countries

WaS Valuable to these五rst post-War yearS and helped

.keep the balance between receipts and expenses. How-

ever the percentage of foreign a.id in the budget was

decreasmg yea.r by year, While the nationa=ncome

WaS increa.slng raPidly. In receipts’the part of taxes

(agricultura=ax, taX On industry and trade) also
diminished, Whereas the receipts from state enterprト

SeS greW raPidly *.

The expenses for economic building represent a

major part jn the budget (53.[ Per Cent in |957), While

the expenses for culture amounted to I|.6 per cent

and those for national defence and administration to

之9.8 per cent (to compare with the budget of South

Vietnam in which military expenses averaged 8o

Per Cent).

★

In 1957, all those who specuうated on the economic

COllapse of the D.R・V. were obliged to give up their

ilIusion. Certain】y the new statecould not immediate-

Iy liquida,te the heritnge of extreme under-develop-

ment bequeathed by the fomer reglme ; neVertheless

it could stabilize its economy on new bases. An

independent national economy wa.s born, having alrea-

dy abolished feudalism for ever by a radica重land

轟Percentage of taxes in the budget : 49.3 Per Cent in I955,

34 Per Cent in I957-PerCen七age Of income derived from

State enterprises : 6.5 Per Cent in I955′ 25 Per Cent in I957.
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reform while in industry and tra,de, thc state sector

began to play aL leading role. It was the result of

three years of strenuous e揮orts・ Thanks to this national

endeavour, the aid from socialist countries could be

fruitful.

The general /et’el o/ 4ro勃c訪on o巨939 Ze′aS 7eaChed ’’

but it was clear that we could not stop at that. The

problem was not only to restore an economy ravaged

by manyyears of war; We muSt gO ahead in the path

chosen by the Vietnamese people in order to perfect

its indeper}dence and build a socia=ife different from

that based on the expIoitation of man by man.

III. Choice of socialism

The D.R.V. had freed itself from feudalism and

reconquere〔l its political and economic independence′

however its economy still remained an essentially

agricultural and under-develoI)ed one.

In agriculture, teChniques a.nd particularly farm

implements had not been improved since centuries ;

the crops were always at the mercy of natural calaL-

mities. The part of industrial crops was only 3.2 Per

cent in agricultural production・ the shortage of arable

lands remained very acute.

Industria.1 production was still weak, its va.lue

amounting to about ]O Per Cent Of the gross indus-

trial and agricultural output value. Some figures

betray the low level of modern industry: the per

capita production was 8.3 kwh and 4.7 metreS Of

fabrics. In these conditions it is necessary to work out
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a clear-Cut PrOgramme for long-term development, ra-

Pidly to develop production and create necessary

conditions in order to give a swing to productive

forces.

The choice of appropriate economic structures be-

came the fundamental problem.

The Vietnamese economy remained heterogeneous,

COmPrlSmg SeVeral sectors :

- a Siaie secioγ Which embraced 28 per cent of the

industrial and handicraft production, and only o.4 Per

cent of agricultural production; in wholesale and

retail trade the respective percentages were 52 Per

Cent and 26 per cent;

-a Caクi/alisi secioγ Which still controlled r5 Per

cent of industrial and handicraft production, 47 Per

cent of wholesale trade and 60 PerCent Of retail trade ;

- an agγ〆c4/l初ral “nd ha”dicra/i secior in which

/individual expIoitation prevailed・

To let the capitalist sector develop =freely" and

glVe uP the small-Size agricultural and handicraft in-

dividual expIoitations to anarchic competition on a
‘・free・, market, Were tO Choose the capitalist path.

At the very outset the D.R.V. rejected this capitalist

road and decided to follow the socia.1ist path. Socialist

building requlreS a double process :

- a radical change of production relations, reSulting

jn the transformation of capitalist and individual

expIoitations into socialist expIoitations’that is to

say the passing from private ownership of means of

production to socialist ownership (state and co-

OPerative ownership) ;
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ーa raPid growth of productive forces, that is to

Say the modemization of the whole economy. The

SOCialist relations of production can be conso量idated

Only on the basis of an adva.nced technique and a

large-SCale production. While the change of former

StruCtureS a.nd the setting up of new ones were rela-

tively rapid (we shall give the reasons jn the next

℃ha.pter), the modemization of the means of produc-

tion necessitates a longer time and it will need many

five-year Plans to establish the ma.teria,1 and technic-

al basis of socialism.

It is on this double process that the D.R・V. has

tackled in the period from 1958 to 1960 and on the

first five-year Plan (工96I. 1965).
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CHAPTER III

FIRST STEPS OF SOCIALIST BUILD重NG

We wiu successively study the double process o士

transformation of structures and the modernization

Of the means of production in view of the socialist

building in the key economic branches (agriculture,

industry, finances, trade), then the problem of inter-

national economic re】ations of the D.R・V. (particularly

between the D.R・V. and the other socialist countries).

These transformations have just started, but from

now on the D.R.V. is on the path of socialism. In

spite of the great d愉culties sti11 facing it, the D.R.V.

Will advance along this path.

I. New structures: Sine qua’non condition

for technlcal progress and rapid development

Of economy

Immediately after the restoration of economy to

its pre-War level’theproblem to be solved is the choice

Of an adequate economic form. The D.R.V. has reso-

lutely followed the socialist path, aS the Vietnamese
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PeOPle had during the eighty years of coIonial regime

a bitter experience with the capitalist economic sys-

tem of the =Mother country,, and with the local

CaPitalism in formation. These caLPitalist forms of

expIoitation allied to the old feudal forms of expIoi-

tation had, On the one hand, eXhausted the forces of

Our PeOPle to the benefit of forcign capita‘lists and a

minority of local exp宣oiters and, On the other, ruined

Our eCOnOmy. The laws of capitalist development were

responsible for the former staLte Of our national econ_

Omy and the former living standards ofour people.

That is why after the re-eStablishment of peace,

the trend to socialism was outlined when the rehabiIi_

tation was in fu11 swing・ The national enterprises in

the key branches of economy (industry言rade, COm-

munication, bank・‥) developed rapidly or were at

least further strengthened’Whereas the slogan ・・to

utilize’tO limit and to transfom,, was put forth

regarding the private capitalist sector.

However it was during the three-year Plan (|958-

196o) that the socialist transfomation of private econ-

Omic sectors and thereby the setting up of new socialist

economic structures were carried out decisively. For

this the three essential elements were :

1. intense development of the sta.te sector to ensure

its controI over the whole national economy* ;

灘電襲讃馨籍董
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2. agricultural and ha,ndicraft co-OPera‘tivization :

agricultural co- OPerativization is the key point of

structural reforms as Vietnam is sti11 essentially an

agricultural country ;

3. tranSformation of the private capitalist sector

into state capitalism・

Agγ〆cu初γal co-0クeraきi諦a訪on

Land reform gave agricultural production a strong

impetus whose e揮ects would not be durable however・

Due to the scantiness of lands and the demographic

density each individual expIoitation averagely got

half an hectare, Often less. Either the dea,th of a buf-

falo, if there was any, a Period of drought, a flood・ Or

a serious sickness of a member of the family was

enough to ma.ke the precarious balance on which lay

so sma‘ll a.p expIoitation disappea-r. The unlucky peas-

ant ra,n into debt and was obliged to sell his property’

pIot by plot. The investigation made in some commu-

nes showed that a very short time a.fter the distribu-

tion of land, despite the material help given by the

state there were peasants who already sold part of

their land, While a small number of others began to

enlarge their domain. The frequency and scope of

natural calamities quickened this process of differen-

tiation, and in a short time’One WOuld come again to

the former state of things・

in ton-km. in I957 tO 79.7 Per Cent m 196o. In home trade言n

灘驚箋
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Land reform liberated the peasant manpower from

書eudal economic relations and saved the peasant from

StarVation, but did not ensure either his durable

SeCurity, Or the conditions for a radical change of the

PreCarious situation of the peasants and for an intense

development of productive forces’the application of

new techniques proving itself to be impossible in the

framework of so sma11 expIoitations. To march for-

Ward, We Ought to reform this sma11 agricultural pro-

duction ba.sed on individua,l expIoitation and intensely

develop the agricultural productive forces. Agricultur-

al co-OPerativization thus became a necessity, the

Sine qua non condition for technical and cultuI.a.1 pro置

gress in the countryside. Either we succeeded in it,

Or We WOuld be compelled to make a step backward

in agriculture or at best to stagnate. Furthermore

agricultural co-OPerativization became the essential

task of the whole period of transformation of produc-

tion relations (|958 - |96o)言n consideration of the

number of the peasants who constitute more than 9O

Per Cent Of the population, and of the sha,re Of agri-

Culture in national production *.

Durir}g the years of war, Various traditional forms

Of mutual aid were developed : While expIoiting their

Plot of land individua11y the peasants joined mutual葛

aid teams, helped one a.nother when agricultural work

WaS PreSSing・ AgriculturaLI co-OPeratives began to be

Set uP; the errors committed during la.nd refom

temporariIy stopped the movementタ　but once the

蕊董誓重器藍審議蕊器豊討議詳
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r.edress of mistakes was done, from |956, the cam-

paign for co-OPerativization could. again develop

rapidly. Two-thirds of peasant households joined

mutuaトaid teams, including 21 Per Cent in perma-

nent teams. The permanent teams paid their members

according to a system of work-days and work-POints,

which was already connected with the principle of

socialist repa.rtition of incomes a.ccording to the work

done.

」 From the permanent mutuaトaid team′ One COuld

I)aSS tO Semi-SOCialist co・OPeration or elementary

type co-OPerative. The land was pooled for a unified

collective expIoitation’but during the transitiona.1

period, eaCh member retained the right of property

on the land which he brought to the co-OPerative and

received a rent proportional to his contribution・*

After some crops, When production had increased・

the ma.nagerial abilities had progressed’ and the

spirit of co-OPerativization nf its members had been

enhanced about one-third of co-OPeratives could pass

to high level. Land ownership now belonged to the

co-OPerative’ and each member was paid accord-

ing to his work.

In industria.1ized countries, agricultural co-OPerati-

vization rests essentialIy on the mechanization of

agriculture. In the D.R・V. it was carried out before

industry could supply machines to peasants: that

was a major d縦culty. However, eVen When the work-

tooIs and methods of working did not undergo

1皿録管薯誓誓書誓書。碧1曇r詰霊誓溝,謹
1nCOnle.
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notable changes, a neW PrOductive force which is the

COl]ective force・ Wa.S brought into being through co-

OPerativization. Favou「able conditions were thus

Created for the struggle against natura.1 calamities

and the building of hydraulic works, Very lmPOrtant

for rice-Plantation, a neW SOCial division of labo耽

resulting in the increase of side-OCCuPations which

havc hrought additional incomes to the peasants・ To

build a small reservoir, dig a small irrigation canal,

build a lime or brick-kiln’Set uP a Sma11 workshop

to make and repair tooIs, and breed fish, a.11 that was

beyond the means of individual farming. The same

holds true in respect of the purchase of a. mechanical

PumP Or a traCtOr. It was also in the framework of

CO-OPeratives that the peasants could experiment neY

techniques. Henceforward the qpestion is to consoli-

date the co-OPerative system to intensify production

and develop agriculture on the socialist basis.

But all that was possible only with three prlme

conditions :

- Creation of a modem material and technical

basis,

- gOOd management,

- a SPirit of socialist solidarity between the co-

OP members who are determined to overcome a.11

d輔culties a,nd firmly convinced of the supremacy of

the mode of socialist expIoitation over the former

individual mode of expIoitation. It means that a

double work of technical and managerial education

On the oI]e hand, and ideoIogical and political edu-

Cation oIl the other’WaS Very/ neCeSSary..A′ gOOd

寄9



management and a cIose unity between members

enable to build the required modern material and

technical basis.

II was in the framework of newly formed co-OPe-

ratives that technical renovation took place progres-

Sively. The old置tyPe PIoughs disappeared, One learnt

to select seeds, make new pIoughs, harrows, rakes.・・・

use various fertilizers (organic fertilizers, green

composts, Chemical fertilizers) and carry out丘sh-

breeding in ponds and ricefields. Many hydraulic

works have improved the possibilities of drainage and

irrigation. Groups - Chiefly formed of youths - Were

also set up in many co-OPeratives to study and

experiment new techniques. The movement for

technical renovation was only at its outset’ but it

bid fair lo be generalized, after a dogged and pro-

tracted effort of di債usion. Thus a sIogan was put

forth = Directly to adopt the fom of agricultural

co-OPerative, gradually to reform the production

relations and at the same time to renovate technique

step by step′ and ra.ise labour productivity ’’・

If the founding of co-OPeratives was rather rapid -

8o per cent of peasa.nt households had joined the

co-OPeratives by the begiming of [961 -On the

other hand the apprenticeship to the management,

and the building of a modem material and technical

basis requlre a muCh longer time・ The passjng from

the extremely small individual expIoitation to the

large-SCale collective expIoitation was for the peasants

a radical change. However due to the scantiness of

land - a CO-OPerative of ]OO households i重ICluding

40O tO 5OO PerSOnS tO be fed eypIoited only about 5O

乍0

hectares on an average - and due to frequent naLtural

calamities it was di組cult to accumulate important

funds for a rapid enlarged reproduction.

When industry cannot yet supply enough machines,

chemical fertilizers, insecticides, the strengthening.

and development of the co-OPeratives rest essentially

on the peasants, own effor†s to carry out intensive

cu埴vation and on the cadres’ability to stimulate

the ardour and creative spirit of the large masses・

It is already noteworthy that such rapid an upsetting

of production relations′ Shifting our agriculture from

the feudal mode of expIoitation to socialist co-OPera-

tivization in a few years, after a radic礼l land reform′

did not give rise to a decline of production' On the

other hand, in the di範cult years of the setting up of

new structures, aLnd in full period of apprenticeship

of new methods of management, the increase of pro-

duction without being spectacular′ WaS COnStant. On

an average, the annual increase Irom 1958 to 1962

was about 5 Per Cent. This result confirmed the

correctness of the socia.1ist path chosen by the

agriculture of the D.R.V.

It ca.nnot be said that all the problems set by agrト

cultura] co-OPerativization have been soIved′ if the

great majority of peasants have joined co-OPeratives′

a constant imer-CO-OPerative struggle was carried on

between two tendencies : that which induced the work置

mg PeaLSantS tO aCt in common to consolidate the

co-OPerative and develop co11ective economy in order

to make their work more efficient, and improve the

量iving conditions of the col]ective’and the tendency
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O番each peasant to go on with his own interests. UIl置

1ike the worker, inside each peasant, the ideoIogy of a

SmaLll owner remained deeply l.OOted for a long time.

However, in Vietnam many objective and subjective

COnditions explained the relatively rapid stride of

agricultural co-OPerativization. First of all言t is an

Obvious fact that misery weighing on peasants through

feudal and coIonial expIoitation as well as the preca-

riousness of the small individual exploitation have

aroused a natural tendency to socialist co-OPerativiza-

tion among the peasants・ The scantiness of 】and, the

necessity of ●building in common many hydraulic

WOrks... and the scope of natural p]agues accounted

for the current practice of collective work ; besides,

rice-Plantation in flooded fields has at all times oblig-

ed the dwellings to be regrouped in dense villages・

Due to all these objective conditions agricuItural co-

OPerativization could be done before mechanization

WaS introduced.

Then, Other subjective conditions contributed to it

in a decisive way. For long the peasants had struggled

against feudal and colonial expIoitation・ A protracted

national-1iberation war chiefly based on the country-

Side, and a radica=and reform put almost all the

PeaSantS under the leadership of the Workers’Party

for years ; it follows that ideoIogicaIly, the peasants

Were already prepared for a radical change of styles

Of work and life’ many rOutines and centuries-Old

habits having been turned upside down. All the aLbove-

mentioned condltions account for a relatively rapid

growth of the movement of agricultural co-OPerativi-

Zation. But the decisive factor of this growlh is the
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DEVE」OPMENT OF iNDUSTR!AL CROPS

correctness of the policy of agricultura’l co-OPerativi-

zation advocated by the Vietnam Workers’Parly. a

policy carefully worked out from the concrete condi-

tions of Vietnam to have almost a,ll the peasant§ and

the entire people on the side of co-OPerativization and

aimed aLt thc double objective : tranSformation of

social structures and development of production.

It remains now to strengthen the newly set up co-

operatives’PrOgreSSively supply them with necessary

modem materiaLl, train cadres for their management,

and intensify the education of the whole peasantry

aloI]g the line of collectivism and socialist building.

This is a huge work’Which will ask for time’but

which is an objective necessity a.nd a quite realistic

work jn the concrete conditions of the D.R.V.

We do not wan=o study in detail’either the cvo-

lution of agricultural production’Or the methods of

leading and managing the co-OPeratives ; m Our book-

1et, We Only intend to analyse the path followed by

agriculture in North VietnaLm tO get Out Of the ruts

of the past, a,nd be able to march resolutely forward.

The evolution of the last years enables us to a.ssert

that, Without caLtaStrOPhic natural ca.lamities - aS

they happened in 196o and in r963 -PrOduction though

not leaping forward will make a still modest but tan-

gible ri=e. Many d胞culties rcmain, but the fundaLmen-

tal question, that of famine has been soIved; this

spectre will be a’bygone thing・

If the main e鱒ort in co-OPCrative agriculture has

henceforward consisted in improving the manaLge-

ment and impelling the technical progress in the a.grト

cultural co-OPeratives’the state・ On its side・ has
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PrOgreSSively deve]oped its network of state farms,

Particula.rly in the midlands and highlands言n order

to make them the vanguard centres where new tech-

nlqueS and crops, Chiefly industria.l crops and animal

husbandry, have been experimented, and supply raw

materials and necessary products to light industry and

exportation.

Conceming agricultural crops, While laying stress

On the problem of food crops, eSPeCially rice, We have

endeavoured to shift from monoculture of rice to

Cultivation of varied crops. Ir]dustrial crops must

COVer’at the end of the first five-year Plan, IO Per

Cent Of the cultivated area’aLnd subsidiary food crops

(maize, SWeet POtatO, CaSSaVa-rOOt, etC.) 24 Per Cent,

the latter must supply 3O Per Cent Of the production

Of foodstu鯖s・ For that’We muSt nOt Only give an im-

Pulse to farming but also bring about a change in the

WayS Of feeding so far based on exclusive consump-

tion of rice. Empha.sis has been also laid on cattle-

breeding and pa,rticularly on pisciculture (in ponds

and chiefly in rice-fields).

' While insisting on the problem of land productivity,

We have also paid a.ttention to that of enlargement of

Cultivated area,S, the per capita average cropland being

rela,tively low compared with other countries.The recla.-

mation of virgin land in thinly populated mountain

regions has been now one of the main points in our pro-

gramme for economic expIoita.tion of vast mountain

reglOnS. We have p]anned for the first five-year Pla.n

(196I-]965) to put into cultivation about ha】f a million

hectares of which the state is responsible for two-

fifths and the co・OPeratives for the remainder; the
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first results have enabled us to forecast the success of

the plan in this doma.in. For the first time in the his-

tory of our country, One Witnesses so an important and

rapid transfer of population from the plains to the

mountain reglOnS. This transfer has been mainly car-

ried out on the basis of an active co-OPeration be-

tween the co-OPeratives on overcrowded delta reglOnSr

and those of thinly populated mountain reglOnS・

7’γanSfoγmiIolク0/ iheクγiひaie

caクiialisi sedoγ脇o s細ie caク寂lism

Simultaneously with the development of the state-

industrial sector and the movement for agricultural

co-OPerativization from I958 to ]96o’the private ca-

pitalist enterprises for industry and commerce under-

went a profound change. It is to be noted that the

great maiority of comprador capitalists, linked with

foreign imperialism’had fled to the South, While the

majority of capitalists remaining in the North was

part of the national bourgeoisie. Other particularity :

this bourgeoisie stifled in its development by colo-

nialist companies′ WaS an eCOnOmic force of minor

importance' nOne of its enterprises ha.ving the size of

those newly built by the state. In the period of eco-

nomic restoration, from |955 tO 1957, the state let

the bourgeoisie continue to run its own business;

the question was to utilize its capitals and compe-

tence, enCOurage it to contribute to the restoration of

the national economy, While restricting its develop-

ment and exploitation〕 and controlling its speculative

act ivities.
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In I956, When the sta.tc economy entered a pha'SC

のf important development・ and agricultural co-OPe葛

rativization developed, it is of capital importance

to soIve as soon as possible the fundamental contra-

diction between two tendencies‥　the tendency to

℃aPitalism and the tendency to socialism. As the

bourgeoisie was wea.k’and many of its members

had more or less participated in the National

Front in the years of Resistance, the transforma-

tion of capitalist enterprises did not require draL-

COnia.n forms of nationalization and seizure. One
= redeemed’’from capitalists their entreprises, by

ensuring them a payment by instalments under the

form of interest (from 4 tO 6 per cent), and a fairly

Paid work which suited their ability in the reconvert-
′ed enterprises. The state participated in the new in-

VeStmentS’Sent rePreSentatives to the enterprise to

Participate in the management, beside the former

垂mPIoyer and the workers, delegates・ The enterprise

became a mixed enterprise’enSurmg a Close co-OPera-

tion between the state and priva.te capitalism: it is

the most current form of statc capita.1ism, The snia.1l

enterprises wcre tumed into co-OPerative erJterPrises.

At the end of |96o, almost all the capita.1ist indus-

trial and commerCia=irms were reconverted, aS Well
.as 90 Per Cent Of mechanized transport enterprises.

Ha,3dicγali co輸Oクeγaliびわ(訪ion

Handicrafts which ensures an important part of

the production of consumer goods a.lso experienced a

PrOfound structural transformation : individual expIoi-

tation gave place to co-OPeratives・ The co operative

form enabled the handicraftsmen to build a plan of
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production言n relation with the industrial enterprises

and the state trade services, and to proceed to ther

rerIOVation of their equipment on the basis of a more

advanced technique. In this case the state could alsoゝ

help handicraftsmen whose trades were overstepped

by economic evolution・ tO reCOnVert their activities・

when in other regimes, they would be entirely ruined

and thrown in the street・ By the end of [960’mOre

than 8o per cent of handicraftsmen had joined co-

OPera.tives.

Co-OPerative groups which embraced the majority

of small Jraders were also created; the state helped

a certain number of them to engage in productive

activities.

The socialist transformation of capitalist agriculture,

industry and trade, and handicrafts was relatively

more easily done than that of home Jradc in which

there was a crowd of small traders who could not be

rapidly either grouped into marketing and purchasing

co-OPeratives, Or tumed into industrial, ha.ndicraft

and agricultural producers. However thanks to the

e鯖orts to build up a statetrade during the War of Re-

sistance and the rapid developmcnt of di鯖erent forms

of socialist trade in the post-War yearS, Particularly

from 1958 to 1960’the trade ca「ried out by the state

and by the marketing and purchasing co-OPera.tives

gained preponderance over the individual prlVate

trade. The small trade still kept a free ma.rket beside

the regula.ted and socialist one. Unceasmg e蹄orts

were made to strengthen the organization of small

tra.ders into co-OPeratives or to direct an increaslng

number of them to productive activities.
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It remains however much to do before these handi.

Craftsmen and chiefly these sma.11 traders grouped

into co-OPeratives’aLCquire the h包bits of working and

ge=he spirit of a socialist regime.

II. Industrlalizatlon

At the very outsct言n spite of all the di鯖culties

including the threatening famine and the extreme

Shortage of goods, the Government of the D.R.V.

emphasized the necessity and possibility of building

a national industry.

“ With our extremeIy rich natural resources in the

North’With the immense forces of our people and

WOrking class, With the disinterested a.id of the bro-

ther countries, We have the necessary conditions to

ful創our plan of economic restoration and industrial

development, and from this basis, tO impel our indus-

try’With a view to laying the foundations for the

industrialization of our country ,,春・

In consequence’ investments in industry pro-

gressed rapidly. During the 1955-|957　Period, in-

VeStmentS in the domain of production made up 85.8

Per Cent Of the total言ncluding 36.2 Per Cent for com-

munications, 29.8 per cent for industry and 13・3 Per

Cent for agrlCulture. The part of industry in in-

VeStmentS increased rapidly year by yea.r ‥

6.9 Per Cent in ]955’30.6 per cent in 1956’and 39.2

Per Cent in |957.

From this period during which the essential e繕ort

was given to reconstruction, neW factories were built.

In North Vietnam in 1939 there were only 35 indus-

trial factories ; in the I955 - I957 Period 78 industrial

factories were built including 5O entirely new. As it

is known, in these three post-War yearS, light industry

was encoura.ged, While conditions were prepared for a

future development of heavy industry. With the three-

yea,r Plan (|958-[96o), StreSS WaS laid on the develop‾

ment of industry supplying means of production・

while attention was paid to the production of consu-

mer goods・ We entered a period of transition which

had to lay the first bases for the following period of

socia.1ist industrialization, during which priority must

be given to hea.vy industry.

During the three-year Plan言n the whole of capital

construction, the investments in production made up

8|.3 Per Cent Of the total・ being distributed to the

main sectors of production as follows :

Industry　　　: 36.4 Per Cent

Agriculture　　: [I.9 Per Cent

Communicatjons : 2O.3 Per Cent.

Industrial investments in this period increased

by 298 per cent as compared with the three years

I955-1957 ; the respective parts were 66.z per cent for

heavy industry, and 33・8 per cent for light industry.

|3O large-Size industrial ±actories were built including

84 for heavy industry and 46 for ligllt industry.

From this period the first outlines of a balanced

industria.l substructure already took shape’COmPris-

tng various branches : heavy industry and light
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industry’mlnlng’Cnglneermg・ electricity, metallurgy

Of iron (building of an iron and steel complex with an

annual capacity of production of 20O,OOO tOnS), ruel

industry (coal extraction mainly), Chemical industry

(including many plants of chemical fertilizers), WOOd

industry and industry of building materials, teXtile

industry’PaPer-making’glass-mak王ng, food industry…

Thus, a few years after the war, and from the

OutSet Of industrialization, the D.R.V. had the objec-

tive not to set up a.n industry centred on one or two

PrOducts’aS it was the case of the pre-War COIonial

State′ but to build a relatively comprehensive national

industry’CaPable of providiIlg in a more or Iess dis-

tant future for the essential needs of the country.

The Third Xational Congress of the Workers’Party,

held jn September 196o’thus defined the prospects of

the nationaLl economy :

`′ To build a balanced andmodem socialist economic

StruCture・ tO develop both industry and agriculture

and take heavy industry as the basis・ tO give priority

to the rationa.1 development of heavy industry and at

the same time to strive to develop agriculture and

light industry’tO turn Our backward agricultural

COuntry into a country endowed with a modern in-

dustry and modem agriculture. '′

The great problem then consisted in γaising ,abo“′

クγOducii諦y, While building up a material and modern

technical basis, PrOmOting a technical revolution in all

domains, nOW that the transformation of economic

Structures wa.s already done. The resolution of the

Seventh Session of the Central Committee of the

Workers, Party pointed out :
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``In the first period which lasts about ten ycars

嘩ginning 196]) we must strive to bring about a basic

Change in our national economy′ broadly apply me-

Chanization and semi-meChanization in all branches,

do away with the backward indigenou§ method and the

present serious imbalance in economy, enSure a ba-

lanced’ harmonious and vlgOrOuS development of

industry, agriculture and other economic branehes

With a view fundamenta11y to sa.tisfying the everyday

requlrementS Of the people in food’CIothing′ housing,

education and health protection, at the same time we

Will make preparations in all fields」materials, teCh-

nique’Cadres’WOrkers・ etC‘’tO COntinue developing

economy all-Sidedly’Vigorously a'nd steadily ′′・

In the first five-year Plan (1961-|965) the invest-

ments in production amount to 86 per cent of the

Whole of capita】 construction, allotted as follows :

industry 48 per cent, agriculture 2工Per Cent, COmmuni-

Cations |2 Per Cent. The industrial investments in

this period have increased by ]2O per Cent as compared

With the six consecutive years (1955-|96o) ; the res-

PeCtive parts are 8o per cent for heavy industry and

2O Per Cent for light industry.

Only a developed heavy industry enables to equip

agriculture and light industry with an advanced tech-

nlque and ensure a continuous enlanged reproduction

and a constant increase of productivity, and accord-

ing]y a regular raising of living standard, To reach

these aims it is absolutely mecessary to develop the

basic industrial branches : electricity’fuel, englneer-

mg’metallurgy of iron’Chemicals’mining, buiIding

materials…　However’there is no need to develQP



them to the utmost. We can rely on the co-OPeration

between the various socialist states to get the maChi-

nes and equipment for the making of which we have

not the required conditions・ That is worth noticing

when we speak of priority but rational development

of heavy industry. In the di鯖erent branches, a judi-

cious choice must be made. Engineering is the key

branch, Whereas the development of electric power

must precede that of other branches ; We a】so strive

to build up a metallurgic industry. Heavy industry

must also equlP agriculture and light industry at best,

and supply the greater part of small and medium-Size

equipment to the national economy : in ]963 nCarly

one-third of equipment and spare parts for national

industry were manufactured in tlle COuntry. That is

PreCise】y this genera.1 trend of our policy of industrial-

ization which explains the ra'Pid development of

means of production in industry and the constant

increase of investments in heavy industry.

Another essential content of the priority but ration-
-al development of heavy industry bears on the γela-

訪on o/ deひeloクmm吊e初ee# hcaひy JndlISiγy On Jhe om

hand and “gγic初ure and /igh信ndc‘Siγγ On !he oiher・

While industry plays a leading role in the national

economy, agriculture, however’is the basis of indus-

trial development. Industry must serve aLgriculture’

for in a country which starts developing its industry’

the latter essentiaL11y rests on agricu】ture which must

SuPPly it with raw materials, Ca.Pitals’and an ever

enlarged home market. Industry will develop so as

to impel the big agriculture hydraulic works, the

production of modern farm implements, fertilizers,
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insecticides... Thus industry will crea.te the new ma-

terial and technical basis for our backward agriculture

Which, itself, Will serve as basis for industrial de-

Velopment. To give priority to heavy industry does

not mean to neglect light industry, the ]atter ha.ving

to supply a grea.t part of consumer goods needed

by the population, and ensure a genuine economic

independence to the country which formerly was an

Outlet for foreign industrial produce. The e鯖orts

made in light industry and handicrafts have enabled

us to reduce since 1961, that is to sa,y Only sixyears

after the restoration of peace’by lO Per-Cent the

PrOPOrtion of imported consumer goods *. That is a

radical change compared with the pre・War Period when

We imported all the manufactured products we

needed.

In orderto taLP all the potentia.1ities of our country,

We §imu]taneously develop the big national enterpri置

SeS directly managed by the state and the enterprises

under the direction of regiona.l and local administra-

tions, the big, medium a.nd small-Size enterprises, the

modern enterprises and the handicraft and semi-

handicraft enterprises. In most cases the regional

and local enterprises started with semi-handicraft

means, a.nd gradually proceeded to their mechaniza-

tion, mOStly to supply building materials, farm im-

Plement’eVeryday consumer goods required by the local

ma.rket, While the nationil enterprises, built by the

state with technical aid from the other socialist

*　At the same ti皿e the people’s living standard rises

CeaSelessly tha.nks to hoIne-made consumer goods・
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countries, reCeived modem equlPment and were the

backbone of the national economy.

The first five-year Plan (|961 - 1965〉 was worked

out on these bases to =lay the first material and

technical foundations of §OCialism, thus making a

first step in socialist industrialization’ and com-

pleting the setting on foot of socialist structures’’・

(Resolution of the Third National Congress of the

Workers’Party〉. *

III. Foreign trade, a State mOnOPO]y

In the old regime, foreign trade was nearly en-

tirely in the hands of French firms・ From 1945

onwards, the D.R.V. govemment put aIl end to this

monopoly and set up a strict state controI over trade

exchanges with abroad in order to secure economic

independence for the country. During the Resistance

War, the state carried out this control rigorously for

economic and military purposes・

Since the re-eStablishment of peace, the building of

a modem and independent national economy ha‘S made

it more necessary to put foreign trade under the

strict controI of the state which makes it an exclusive

monopoly. This state monopoly cIoses the door to the

imperialists who seek through trade channels to inter-

fere in the national affairs andonce again to lay hands

On the important economic mechanisms of a country

Which sti1=abours under great di鯖culties. It also

* The main objectives of the five・year Plan are grouped

into a note, at the end of the chapt(‘r.
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forbids the bourgeoisie in the country to go in for

SPeCulative activities in foreign trade, tO engage in

the importation of articles of luxury for big pro郎s to

the detriment of the na.tional economy. The experience

gained by many under-developed countries shows that

When foreign trade is partly or totally in the hands

Of the bourgeoisie, the race for profit turns commerce

into a path most harmful to the national economy

as a whole.

In the hands of the state, foreign trade becomes a

POWerful means to promote economic development

and step up the industrialization of the country; in

fact from |955 tO 1957 tranSaCtions with abroad con-

tributed rapidly to heal the war wounds and in the

following years to speed up the building of a modern

eCOnOmy.

Foreign trade, a State mOnOPOly, is part and parcel

Of the foreign policy of the I).R.V; it must first of a.11

COnStantly strengthen the ties between the various

socialist countries in order to enhance the unity and

might of the socialist camp; then it must see to the

development of economic relations on the basis of

equality and mutual benefit ; When, from the econo-

mic and politica.1 points of view, COnditions are favour-

able, COmmerCial relations are also established with

SuCh and such CaPitalist countries・

Immediately after the war, the importation of

COnSumer gOOds in big quantities was a necessity but

SOOn the purchase of equipment and raw materials for

economic development prevailed. The percenta,geS Of

producer goods and consumer goods in the total value

Of imports are as follows :
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From 1955 tO 1962, the total vaLlue of imports and

exports increased 2.9 times. This evolution was the

result of an unflagging e鯖ort to produce consumer

goods as much as possible at home ; in the meantime

there was a regular increase* in the percentage of

manufactured, industrial and handicraft products for

exports to the detriment of agricultural and forest

PrOducts.

ITEMS �工955 �重957 �工960 �工962 

Manufacturedproducts � � �% � 

% �% ��% 

22・7、 �39・7 �67.8 �87.3 

FarIIlandforestproducts �77・3 �60.3 �32,2 �重乙・7 

Industrial products include coal’apatite’Chromite,

cement and also machine-tOOIs and various consumer

goods. However the small ratio of farm products

betrays also the d脆culty to find land for industrial

CrOPS Or those destined lor export’OWing to the lack

嘉謹:豊富叢警詩誌豊島輩
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of land・ A great e輝ort is now made to develop expor-1

tation, above a11 agricultural and forest products.

Transactions are essentiauy done with the soci-

alist countries for a cIoser and cIoser co-OPeration

within the socialist camp. The existence of the

socialist camp, a market for over one billion people,

with a considerable industrial agricultural poten-

tiality, COnStitutes for the foreign trade of the D.R.V・

a, basis for a regular development and render ine鯖ec-

tive the blocka.de run by the imperialist powers, and

their attempt at economic sabotage. By directing

our foreign trade toward the socialist camp’We ha.ve

been able to avoid the fluctuations of prices a.nd

those of the market so frequent in the capitalist

countries and whose influence is disastrous for the

economy of the under置developed countries which do

business ma-inly with the capitalist countries・

Besides the socialist camp, the D・R・V. pays atten-

tion to developing its commercial relations with

Asian, African and I‘atin American countries; the

economic co・OPeration thus esta.blished makes it pos-

sible to pool all e鮮orts in the common struggle against

imperjalism and neo coIonialism.

IV. Aid granted by the brother countries

and co-OPer種tion within the socialist camp

The passage from a coIonial and dependent econ-

omy to an independent national economy on the one

hand, and from a backward agricultural economy to

socialism on the other, Without going through the
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Stage Of capitalist development lays ahcad the D.R.V.

a series of extremely ticklish technical and血ancial

PrOblems. While relying essentially on their own
Strength and seeking to derive the biggest profit

from their natural and human resources, the Viet.

namese people hat,e∴alze,ayS COnSidered /hai jhe &id

granied by !he o勅eγ SOCialisi co鋤iγies鋤d Jhe∴CO_

Oクer巌on妙高柄hem are a /acioγ 0/毎のmoml imクoγ-

iance io ihe deひeloクmeni o声he c鋤勅y.

These aid amd co-OPeration are fruitful only when

the Vietnamese people display all their efforts to

bui]d up an independent national economy; nO aid

from without can replace the effort in the country

and to reckon on the labour of others to soIve one・s

OWn PrOblems is contrary to our conception and to the

Marxist-Leninist spirit. The Soviet Un王on, China and

Other socialist countries have granted us aids to

enable us to build ariong others a developed industry

On the basis of a heavy industry capable of satisfying

the requlrements of the country. Thus the aid and

CO OPeration granted by the other socialist countries

have been conceived with the double 4urPose o/ co#ト

iγibu訪ng !o co花solidaie ’he cconomic訪d印鋤de徹ce oi

Vie海am鋤d Jight鋤’he bonds de初een Ji and !hese

COm妨es・ The resolution of the Third National Con_

gress of the Workers, Party he】d in 196o clearly laid

down the fQllowing principles :

= As ours is a backward agricultural country ad-

VanCing towards §OCialism・ by場PaSSing the stage of

CaPitalist deve]opment’the aid of the socialist camp

is indispensable and is a very important factor. We

must make good use of the assistance of fraterna1
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COuntries and at the same time develop to a high

degree the spirit of self-reliance in order to build up

an independent nationa,l economy, and contribute

actively4o the co-OPera,tion with those countries ’’.

Immediately after the end of the war the brother

SOCialist countries ga.ve us an important aid in goods,

equipment and technicia,nS tO help us rapidly rehabi-

1itate our economy ruined by many war years・ In

1955, thanks to Soviet and Chinese aid, famine was

avoided. This aid given just after the restoration of

Pea.Ce is a straight-Out gift. In |955, in a. public

address, President Ho Chi Minh informed the Viet・

namese people of the following figures :

白The Soviet Union has decided to grant us aid

amounting to 3O6 billion dongs* to be supplied during

two years. The People’s Republic of China will give

us aid amounting to l,ZZ4　billion dongs彊　spread

OVer five years.

= The other brother countries such as Poland, Czcch-

OS重ovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Ru-

mania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Albania, Mongolia, the

Korea‘n People’s Democratic Republic, Will also give

us aid.
= On behalf of our Govemment a.ndpeople, I wish to

express our wholehearted thanks to the brother

countries.

.● The brother countries have helped us in goods and

finance, they also send techniciaLnS tO aSSist us in our

economic and cultural construction, and to tra.in our

絡Now 3O6 million dongs

*tl Now |,224 millねn de血gs
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Cadres. Their aid is generous and disinterested ; We do

not have to pay them back what they give us. That

is an unconditional aid. They help us and at the same

time they fully respect our sovereignty. This is quite

different from the ` aid’by the imperialist countries

Which give you one to rob ten and ensla.ve your

people ’’*.

It is obvious that this period of gratuitous aid

COuld not last long・ After healing its war scars the

D.R・V. ought to bring a positive contribution to the

Whole socialist camp. The problem crops up in terms

Of co.operation, that is of mutual efforts, The other

more advanced socialist countries help the D.R.V. in

long-term loans at low interest rate, Send technicians,

admit Vietnamese students and researchers to their

universities a.nd enterprises and supply patents and

equipment. For its part the D.R.V. provides the

Other socialist countries with the products they need,

does its best to contribute to the common progress

and resorts to the aid by the brother countries only

When the solution of certain problems, the manufac-

ture of certain equlPment Or PrOducts overrun its

national capacities' rhus /he g‘/eSiioタ高s !0 *armonize

fndepend∽鯵m訪onal economies Ioγ ihe u′hole socialisi

CamP, a’?’d /or !he D.R.V. Jo b%ild a吊alanced mtiona/

`COl,Omγ. As the D.R.V. develops, its contribution to

the whole socialist camp will be greater with ea.ch

PaSSing day and the harmonization of economies

th器忠盛芋窪‡需品書誌米霊花器弊誌
People’s RepubliぐCf China (July 23, I955).
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The importance of forelgn aid * is not to be gauged

after the amount granted as certain sum brings about

completely di蹄erent results when it is graLnted in

di騰erent ways or when it is used for di鯖erent purposes

by the recipient country. = American aid’, for exam-

ple, Which mainly consists of military equipment or

surplus consumer goods does exert a depressmg Or

even destructive influence on the South Vietnam econ-

omy**. A sad experiencc South Vietnam has been

through ・

On the other hand言f we analyse the e範ciency of

the aid given by the socialist countries to the D.R.V.

we realize that it has helped restore and develop the

Vietnamese economy.

In a.griculture’foreign aid has enabled us rapidly

to reconstruct the maior hydraulic works destroyed

during the war and build new ones; SeVeral state

farms which constitute true experimental stations.

have been set up ; aCOnSiderable aid in fertilizers and

agricultura.l machines has been granted.

In industry, the Hongay coal-mines’the Nam Dinh

weaving-mill’the Tinh Tuc tin-mine’the Co Dinh

chromite-mine, etC., Wholly or partly damaged by the

war and the dismantlement by the enemy’ha'Ve been

again commissioned in a relatively short time’thanks

to the technical aid granted by the brother countries,

(。l豊鴇t盤:i認諾烹葦謹書霊蕊三言
countries : about 5OO million roubles (nelV CuIrenCy).
青書Nearly 3,OOO IIlillion do=ars from J955 tO I963’Of which

鵜苫語意岩盤謹聾藷s塁
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Whereas the imperialists expected them to be com-

Pletely and irremediably paralysed. Many factories
ha.ve been built which give the D.R・V. an entirely

new industrial substructure, Creating branches so far

non-eXistent, the first foundation of an independent

national industry: engincering plant abJe to make

modern machine-tOOIs言ron and steel complex, Ship-

yard’Chemical works’Phosphate and nitro-fertilizer

Plants’aPa.tite mine’Plywood factory′ high tension

lines, POWer Station... Light industry has not been

forgotten : fish and fruit canneries, Chinaware, O紐ce

requisites’lea,ther articles’Plastic ware’SPmnmg

and weavlng...

In the communica.tions’the restoration of railways,

the equipment of air lines, telephone networks and

POrtS have been the results of this disinterested aid

by the brother countries・ A certain number of hospi-

taIs and faculties, Printing houses, Cinema studios,

radio stations have been also equipped・

CIose ties unite the Vietnamese research bodies

With the institutes and a.ca,demies of the brother

COuntries and enable exchanges of documentS, reSearCh

missions, Or COmmOn reSCa,rChes in certain fields.

Thus’doing their best to build an independent

national economy′　backed by the whole socialist

?amP・ the Vietnamese people have been able step by

SteP tO OVerCOme the enormous di飴culties they ha.ve

met in their devcIopment.

V. PreIiminary re8ult8 (1958 - 1962)

Thus within five years, after the post-War re-habiト

ita.tion and the completion of land reform, the
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economy of the D.R.V. ha,S aChieved two important

results :

一the socialist production relations under the dou-

ble form of sta.te property and co-OPerative propertyr

could be established and are in course of consoli-

dation ;

- the productive forces have begun to develop and

the material and technical bases of a modem produc-

tion have made a step forward, eSPeCially in industry・

On this double basis, Other successes recorded i皿

the national economy are aimed at gradua11y trans-

foming a ba’Ckward and dependent agricultural econ-

Omy into an independent modem ecollOmy endowed

with an industry and an agriculture on the way of

development.

l. Development of lndustrial and agr]cultural

PrOduction

In the conditions of a, former coIony with a back-

ward economy, eCOnOmic independence lies essentia.11y

on a relatively swift development of the national

production. The economic policy of the D.R.V. is to
devote its e惜orts mainly to industry with the great-

est importance being attached to agriculture’thus,

making industrialization develop at a quick tempo.

a) Ind〃$irial deぴelopme初

Over five years, industrial production has expanded

quite rapidly and supplied more and more varied ma-

nufactured goods, an eVer greater number of producer

goods, Part Of partial equipment and the maJOr Part

Of consumer goods.

9笠1
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From 1958 to |962, the va,1ue of industrial and

handicraft output increased by |5O Per Cent, Or a

yearly average of |9.8 per cent. The industrial struc-

ture was modified in its forward march. Group A (pro-

ducer goods) increased four times and Group B (con-

Sumer gOOds) increased twice, Which raised the sha.re

Of group A in industrial output from 23.5 Per Cent (in

1957) to 37 Per Cent (end 1962)・ The state industry

developed a.t a quicker rate (5 Or 6 times over), With

an ever bigger share in the total industrial output :

工955　　　　工957　　　　工962

工2%　　　28.4%　　　59.4%

State industry becomes the mover of a,11 the nation-

al economy, and modem industry plays an ever

greater role ; the ratio of modern industry in the total

Value of industrial and handicraft output reached

gradually 3.4 Per Cent in 1955, 1O.5 Per Cent in |957

and 2O Per Cent in |962.

In heavy industry’SuCh important branch as engl-

neering has rapidly occupied a privileged position,

representing 13 Per Cent Of the value of industrial

OutPut in I962 aS aga,inst 2.9 Per Cent in I957. Engi-

neering, Of recent da,te, has brought influence to bea.r

On the re-equlPment Of all the national economy; and

especially of agriculture : in |962 it supplied agricuト

ture with thousands of mcchanized pumps, thousands

Of tons of agrlCultural machines and many lmPrOVed

Or Semi-meChanized farm implements.

Particular attention has thus been paid to this

branch considered as the key sector of industry ; though

Still very weak compared with highly industrialized

34

countries, it is a worthy progress compared with what

was done in the coIonial regime in which’frankly

speaking′ there existed repair workshops only.

The development of this branch has enabIed indus-

try to serve agriculture and to establish the relatious

between industry and agriculture firmly on the basis

Of progress・

Furthermore, the production of manufactured goods

invoIving light induitry run by the central authorities

and the local a.uthorities a,nd handicrafts, has devel-

oped rapidly言ncreasing several times as compared

with the coIonial regime and the post-War re-habili-

tation period. By supplying 9O Per Cent Of consumer

goods, it is in a position to saLtisfy the requirements

of the population’reduce importation to the minimum・

and reserve the major part of foreign exchanges for

the purchase of equipment and raw materiaLIs. All

the consumer goods turned out in the country are

not yet of good quality and fashionable’but the

D.R.V. can pride itself on having set up a national

industry as the firm foundation for a constant im・

provement of the standard of living.

b) Agricu初ralグOd初訪on

From 1958 to [962′ e鮮ort was made essentially to

solve the food problem by waging a stubborn and per.

severing struggle against naLtural calamities in the

conditions of a still rudimentary technique. Agricuト

tural production increased by 5.3 Per Cent Per year

on the average. Thusんγing “nd “/leγ ihcクeγiod o/ co-

oクcγa寂,毒aiion agricultural production has kept rising.

In the conditions of a backward farming technique,
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and of great natural calamities, this tempo of growth

COuld be on]y obtained at the price of a hard struggle.

Food crops increased by 4.5 Per Cent Per year言f rice

is not taken into account the rise of other food

CrOPS WaS 13 Per Cent.

Experience has strikingly shown the importance of

the food problem in the process of industrialization

and the building of an independent national economy.

Over these last few years′ the yearly food production

〈paddy and other crops valued in term of paddy) has

been 5.8 million tons, With an average yield of |.9

tons of paddy per hectare per harvest (most ricefields

give two crops a year). This yield can reach 2.2 tOnS

Per CrOP When climatic conditions are fa.voural)le.

Yield of rice-CrOP in South - East Asian countries : Unit :

Tonlha.

At present North Vietnam’s agriculture stil=abours

under great di績culties and the D.R.V. is resoIved to
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make great efforts to soIve the food probIem and free

itself from the fluctuations in the foreign markets・

Animal husbandry and industriaI crops have mad6

headway’in particular the value of industriaLI crops

(jute, hemp, Sugar Cane, tObacco, CaStOr Oil seed...〉

increased by 7.3 PCr Cent Per year.

With regard to animal husbandry, the catt量e has

increased by 3.6 per cent per year and I)igs 7.5 Per

Cent. Pisciculture has made a step forward; the

area coveredby fishponds increased 7.6 times andfish

PrOduction in |962 WaS 3.8 times over that of |957.

Food crop’industrial crop and animal husbaLndry a鳩

the tripod on which lies a `developed agriculture. The

D.R.V. is now wagmg a PerSeVering struggle to put

aLgricultural development on this basis, PaSSing frch置

a monoculture bequeathed by many centuries to a

many-Sided cultivation combined with animal hus-

bandry while keeping a. fair ratio between these three

fundamental lines.

In the economic progress, the percentage of indus-

trial and handicraft production increases rapidly

COmPared with the whole of the national production.

While that of agriculture drops.

ITEMS �重95う �重957 �I960 �工96重 �重96之 

Industryandhandicrafts � � � �% �- 

% �% �% ��% 

重6.9 �3賞・4 �4工・7 �4?・6 �46.7 

Agricu!ture �83.重 �68.6 �う8・3 �う7・4 �53.3 



2. Expansion of the home market

After it had recovered its politica=ndependence,

abolished the monopoly of the imperialists and

completed the post-War re-habilitation’the D.R.V.

buckled down to developing a socialist home trade’

setting up a mi/ied socialisi home mγ局毎expanding

the exchange of goods between industry and agricul-

ture, between town and country’between the low-

land and the highland and between the state sector

and the co-OPera.tive sector.

In five years′ the home trade has developed a great

deal, the volume of goods retailed in I962 WaS 37 Per

cent greater than in I957. In [962 the quantity of

farm products sold to the state increased 4 times

over 1957 aS Well as the quantity of manufactured

goods sold by the state. The state sector and the co-

operative sector stepped up rapidly and in the end

ga.ined superiority *. The transformation of produc-

tion relations have glVen rise to important structural

modifications in the market and in the mode of

goods exchange. The socialist sector has greatly

curbed the expansion of the free market and the

嶋Value of various sectors in retail trade (PerCentage〉

POSSibilities of speculations which are likely to dis-

turb the market・ Owing to the dispersion of produc-

tion units and the persistence of small enterprises,

a free market is authorized to exist on a limited scale

in order to allow a better circulation of goods and

to fa.cilitate the living conditions of the population.

On the path to economic independence, the social-

ist home trade contributes more and more e餓ciently

to the increase in production, the improvement of the

living conditions of the people, the transa.ctions

between town and country, the strengthening of the

WOrker-PeaSant alliance and the unity between the

various nationalities in the country.

3. Healthy and thrivinさ　natlonal鯖nance

Socialist construction requires tha.t the state accu-

mulates ca‘Pita‘ls, COnStantly increases the income for

its budget and builds up healthy finances. These

finances can only essentially rely on the national

PrOduction, On the possibilities of intrinsic accumula-

tion of the na.tional economy. During the posトwar

re-habilitation period, OWing to the utter poverty

bequeathed by the old reglme and the havoc

WrOught by fifteen years of war, the D.R・V. has

mana,ged to balance its finance at the cost of great

di航culties. The other socialist countries have a鱈ord-

ed it a generous and disinterested assistance.

However the D.R.V. has contantly made e鱒oI’tS nOt

to aLSk for =help’’from the impcrialist powers and

gradually to do without the brother countries′ financia1

99



assistance. On the basis of a rapid development of the

national production and of an increase jn the flow of

goods’the income showed a marked rise. Following

the changes of production relations the national finan-

ces ha.ve become socialist finances having more and

more possibilities for internal accumulation. The

1962 budget was 3.67 times greater than that of 1955

and 2.1 times that of |957; eVery year the budget is

balanced, With a slight excess of income. The sources

of internal accumulation have made rapid progress,

thus reducing the aid granted by the brother

countries from 39.5 Per Cent in I955 tO 2O Per Cent

during these laLSt yearS; nOW this aid consists

ma’inly in long-term loans. The income derived from

the state economy predominates covering four-fifths

of the budget (the remainder made up of long-term

loans granted by the brother countries in the form of

industrial equipment) while those collected from taxes

on individual incomes a.nd the co-OPerative economy

drop. The state ta,kes charge of economic development,

that is why the part of the budget earmarked fo「

economic construction rises day by day. Economic

and cultural construction engrossed 45.9 Per Cent Of

the budget expenditure in [955 and 73.5 Per Cent in

]962, the part reserved for administration and national

defence dropped from 46.2 Per Cent tO 19 Per Cent.

The accumulation of fund accounts for 58 to 6o per

cent of the budget, 8o per cent of which are reserved

for capital construction・ These figures testify to the fact

that the budget is intended for peaceful construction

On the basis of aLn independent national economy

advancing to socialism.
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4. Improvement of the llvlng standard

Article 9 Of the Constitution stipulates :

・・The fundamental goal of the economic policy of

the D.R.V. is to develop production unceasingly in

order to raise the ma.terial a.nd cultural standards of

the people.’’

The improvement of the living conditions-the

main goal of economic construction - muSt be put

forth in the concrete conditions of a country which

embarks on the socialist path with a most backward

economy, bypassing the stage of capita.1ist develop-

ment while it must accumulate capitals in order to

establish the material and technical basis for econo-

mic development. This problem should be studied

within the framework of an acute rcvolutionary

struggle characterized by the diversity of the tasks

confronting the Vietnamese people : Setting up of new

structures in the North together with the strugg】e

waged against the saboteurs sent to the North by

the American aggressors and their stooges in the

South ; arduous struggle for nationa=iberation in
the South a.nd for the peaceful reunification of the

COuntry. The Vietnamese peopIe should restore an

economy shattered by |5 yearS Of war from工939 tO

1954 before being a.ble to go in for the building of a

neW eCOnOmy.

After five years of establishment of new production

relations and of socialist construction, the Pcasa初S’

研e has been訪pγ0彬d”Olably : 3OPerCent Of poor peas-

aLntS have reached the living standard of the middle

peasants and in some casesノthat of the upper midd]e
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Pea.SantS・ The formerly poor peasants have their cash

incomes increased’Which enables them to buy com-

modities’many Of these pea.sants can buiId brick

houses with tiled roofs・ dwellings tha・t Only rich peas-

ants and landlords could a鯖ord.

Facioγγ ZOOγ居eγS, O節ce ze'Or鳥ers md o第Cials have also

Seen their living conditions improved. UnempIoyment

bequeathed by the coIonial regime and the ]ong period

Of war has disappeared and the workers are no more

the sole supports of their families, all the other mem置

bers having found a job. Salaries and indices have

risen’bonuses ha.ve been paid in addition to social

Welfare faci]ities such as canteens, hospitals, kinder-

gartens・ SOCial insurances, allocations for Iarge fami-

1ies..言　furthermore the state seIIs them food and

manufactured products at fixed prices.

The raising of the living standard has been very

notabIe if one takes into account the problem ofsupply

in conditions of a peak demographic growth which

has brought the population from 14.5 mi]Iion in |955

to 17.3 million in ]963, aS against about r2 million

in 1939. Though agricultural technique remains rudi-

menta.ry, and natural calamities are frc‘quent the food

SuPPly has been secured′ While formerly, a rice com-

Plement from the South was indispensabIe but still

insufficient to prevent pemanent dearth or periodic

famine. Experience has shown that these dearth and

famine are not =beyond remedy., as claimed the

COIonialists, geOgraPhers and economists of that period.

Today in North Vietnam, the pcasants do not die of

Sta.rVation any more and do not resign themselves to

this fataIity・
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Parallel with this material improvement, the cu手

iural /i/e of the population has made notable head-

way: tO read aL neWSPa.Per’a book’tO See a film

were things the peasants dared not think of for-

merly. Today, eaCh commune has a smal=ibrary and

is regularly visited by film projecting teams and

artistic ensemble6. Rural infirmaries and matemity

homes have been built.

All this progress made in the丘eld of improvement

of the people,s welfare is the necessary outcome of

the politico-eCOnOmic regime in the North. It is a

convmCmg PrOOf of the superiority of the new mode

of production and of distribution which begins to

manifest itself and to prevail in our country・

While the living standard depends on the voIume of

production the mode of distribution of income also

plays an important part. Production is still very low′

but the new reglme enSureS the strict minimum for

all : job, food and raiment, housing, SChooling for ther

children, COmPlementary education for adults, While

trying to apply little bylittle the principle of distrib直

ti6n according to the work done, equitabIe payment for

each category of work, ma.intenance of a fair ratio

between farming and industrial work, between ma-

nual labour and intellectual work, thus avoiding

flagrant inequallities.

う. Revolutionary chanさes

The D.R.V. has undergone deep-gOing changes which

COnSist mainly in :
`` Shifting from a dependent and backward ecom

ony to an independent economy aLdvancing gradually
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to socialism,’. (Resolution of the 8th Session of the

Central Committee of the Workers‘ Party).

In making steady steps, relying mainly on its own

Strength and doing its utmost, and with the he量p of

Other socialist countries, the D.R.V, has succeeded in

Creating a new economic order in which the expIoita-

tion of man by man has been abolished. The worker-

PeaSant alliance has been strengthened as we]l as the

bloc of national unity between various social strata;

the political and moral unity of the nation haS been

COnSOlidated and the people’s democratic state has

become more stable.

All these achievements are a steady basis for the

Strngg】e for peaceful reunidcation of the country and

echo as far as the South, thus giving a strong創Iip

to the patriotic struggle waged by the southern

PeOPle aga.inst the U.S. interventionists and the
書「aitors.

The road covered has substantiated the correctness

Of the Leninist view a.ccording to which an under-

developed country′ freed from the imperialist yoke

and aided by the other socialist countries can by-

Pa.SS the stage of capitalist development, tranSform

the bourgeois dem6cratic revolution into socialist

revolution. In a creative spirit, the Vietnam Workers,

Party has known how to apply this Marxist-Leninist

thesis to the particular conditions of the country.

While the success obtained is decisive言t should be

known that the d雄c“lhes鋤CO脇lered &γe t’"y gγeai.

In the first place, the material and technical basis

Of socialism rema,ins very weak; ma.nual labour and
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ha.ndicrafts still predominate and productivity is very

low; the new production relations need to be

strengthened and completed・ The embryonic industry

cannot a.s yet satisfy all the requirements of agricul-

ture and other branches of the nationa.l economy;

ngriculture is not yet sufficiently developed to serve

as a sta.ble ba.sis for industrial expansion. Despite a

perseverlng reCtifica.tion work’important distortions

weigh on the na.tional economy. The various material

and cultura.1 needs increase rapidly but cannot be

sa.tisfrod even with the development of production.

This is nevertheless the d脆culties of growth of a

backward country which develops rapidly in its

leaps; had not the country embarked on this path’

it would have encountered other di鎖culties beyond

remedy.

The present difficulties faced by the D.R・V. can

how。Ver be overcome owing to the coniunction of

脇anγ Iauoαγable lacioγS :

一The country is led by a tempered Marxist -Leni-

nist party headed by President Ho Chi Minh’and is a

peopl否democratic sta.te springing from the people’

enjoying the people’s complete confidence. The Party

and the govemment follow a right revolutionary

path・
- The present social regime defends the interests

of all the labouring people, thus strengthening the

unity among them. The Vietnamese people who are

by tradition painstaking and now building their own

happiness, Can give full swing to their creative ini-

tiative.

- The new socialist production rela.tions glVe a
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strong impulse to the development of productive for-

ces. On the basis of these production relations we

have established these丘rst modern material and tech-

nical bases which begin e飴ciently to influence the

national economy.

- The revolutionary struggle of the people in South

Vietnam for their liberation e鯖caciously protects the

Pea.Ceful construction work in the North and vigor-
OuSly stimulates the industriousness of the northem

Pe○ple.

- Socialist construction profits from the experience

and help of the countries in the socialist camp.

一The building of an independent nationa.l econ-

omy also profits from the co-OPeration of countries in

Africa, Asia and Latin America which have just be-

come independent and are now struggling against im-

peria.1ism′ eSPeCially U.S・ imperialism.

Premier Pham Van Dong in his report to the Na-

tional Assembly in April [963 Said:
= Our country teems with natural resources・ Our

people haLVe a great Patriotism aLnd revolutionary

mettle; they are painsta.king and keen on making

progress. Our economy ha§ great POSSibilities to de-

veIop vigorously on the basis of the new socialist

production relations・ Let us exploit all these riches

and develop them in ordcr to overcome our shortage

in capital, equIPment and technique. Basing ourselves

on our riches, We Will certainly and gradually repulse

poverty and backwardness ; We take our country to

the path of socialist industrialization, the path which

lends us to welfare and happiness・ The first five-year

Plan is just the first step o槍三this path.

1(鳩

It is in thes。 favo,1.able tonditions that Nortl-

Vietnam・s economy has embarked and will advance on

the road of a Pla”ned socialis寝conomy・ After success-

fully ful珊ing the I956 and 1957 Plans of reconstruc-

tion a.nd a three-year Plan of socialist transformation

of economic structures and of economic and cultural

development (工958-196o), Since 1961 We ha.ve car‾

ri。d out the five-year Plan (I96I-I965) the main

objective of which is to build up the first material

and techrical ba.sis of socialism*.

章Mainきaγgeis of theかSi毎一夕eaγクIan (I96重-重965) :

f言語霊謹霊霊悪罵墨書器霊si岩手
1ary food crops 3O Per Cent・

毒書辞書慰霊S霊窮茅塁#㌻d wlth

w宝器盤嵩詫豊童謡豊s葦輩霊
皿OtOr-CarS, etC.

- Electricity : 66o million kw-hours in I965’Or I58 per cent

OVer工96〇・

霊誤読葦諾鵠謹護
工963・

- Coal : 5狐illion tons or double the I96o figure.

-Apa,tite: I.4 mi11ion tons as agains† 49O・OOO tOnS in

露語認諾認諾露盤三
- Cement : 7IO,OOO tOnS in ]965 aS against 4O8’OOO tOnS in

董憲葦薫葦寵葦碧雲聾
-Wood‥ I.3I n正llion cubic metres as agajnst 753’OOO in

重960.
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CHAPTER IV

THE ROAD OF ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE

AND THE EXPERIENCES OF VIETNAM

For nearly twenty years since its founding’the

D.R.V. has against wind and tide mainta.ined its po-

1itical independence. In spite of combined assaults by

two powerfu=mperia.1isms, France a’nd the United

States of America, it succeeded in setting up an inde-

pendent national economy・ In the preceding chapters’

we have outlined the stages followed by its economic

development; it is now useful to retrace in broad

lines the roa.d which ha.s been followed, that of build-

ing an independent na.tiona.l economy and to draw

the main experiences.

The Vietnamese revolution takes place in a period

when the socialist system has become the determining

fa.ctor of the cvolution of human society, the inter-

national revolutionary movement develops powerfully’

in the direction of socialism and liberation of peoples.

Imperialism is on the verge of collapse ; many AsiaLn・

Africa.n and Latin American peoples are freeing

重O8

themselves from the imperialist yoke and building a

new life.

Lenin had since long foreseen the awakening and

the uprising of Eastem I)eOPles, Subiugated and kept

in a state of extreme backwardness, PeOPles who so

far su債ered from the international policy of imperiaト

ism, and merely constituted a kind of manure for

capitalist culture and civilization. He had pre-

dicted this ・・epoch of great maelstroms ,, wllich the

most powerful imperialist states do not succeed in

Checking.

Lenin said言・ The revolutionary movement in the

adva.nced countries would be a sheer fraud if, in

their struggle against capital’the workers of Europe

and America were not cIosely and completely united

with the hundreds upon hundreds of millions of

・・ coIonial ” slaves who are oppressed by capital.,’奪

Nevertheless, at the present time almost a hun-

dred mi11ion people stil=ive under the imperialist
and colonia-ist yoke’and hundreds of millions of

others have just won back their national independen-

ce, but are already oppressed and threatened by neo-

coIonialism.

That is why the problem of reconquest and consol-

idation of a genuine national independence remains

always a vital problem for nearly a billion of people

in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The building of



an independent nationa.l economy freed from the impe-

rialist grip and having to choose between the capitalist

or socialist path to build a new life, remains an ur-

gent problem for these peoples・

The experience in Vietnam substantiates that only

the nationa上しiberation revolution with a national

democratic conteIlt Can glVe. uS tOta=ndependence

and that there is no other road than socialism,

It is only on this sole condition that one can com-

plete the conquest of the national independence, build

and develop a genuinely independent national econ-

omy’and really win ba.ck freedom and ha‘PPiness for

the people. This is the most fundainental problem’

which is the centre of the path we have chosen to

build our independent national economy.

Vietnam,s independent national economy is built in

quite a complex situation.

The economic policy of the D.R・V. can be under-

stood only on the ba.sis of the funda.mental characte-

ristics of the revolutiomry struggle led by the

Vietnamese people during these twenty years and in

consideration of the prime data of Vietna.m’s economy.

In its development, the Vietnamese revolution went

through two essential stages’di鯖erent in contents as

we11 as in methods of action :

|. a Stage Of #a訪onal 4,’d PeoクIe’s democra訪c ′eZ/0一

雄io幼marked by the na.tiona.l-1iberation war during

which the country was entirely encircled by the ene-

my forces for a」ong time, eCOnOmic construction had

事lO

to be carried out in the framework of an a.rmed

struggle waged by the entire people and in conditions

of a nearly complete intema,tioml isolation.

2. a Stage Of socialisi ’et’Oluiioわれ/he "Oriheγn hall

o/ Jhe comiγy, but with a partitioned country, and a

rough U"S・ armed intervention in the southem half

where the na.tional democratic revolution must be

carried on ; eCOnOmic construction is carried out in

North Vietna.m when peace is restored a.nd the coun-

try is part of the socialist camp.

During these two stages′ the struggle in the economic

field has ta.ken on many forms and aspects ; however

at every moment the same objective is found again,

which is to build an independent national economy.

Whatever the di鮪culties might be言mperialist aggres-

sion and intervention or natural calamities, this will

for independence would never shrink, and the country

resolutely a.dvances on the roa,d of socialism and mo-

demization of its economy ; Since the restoration of

peace’Within the space of eight years’that is to say

in a very short lapse of time’eSPeCially if it is com-

pared with that spent by the Westem countries since
the 18th century for industrialization the D.R・V. has

succeeded in establishing the first ba.ses for socialist

construction and the modemizaLtion of its na,tional

In these two stages’quite diferent in contents, the

same essential factor remains‥　the revolutionary

leadership of the Party of the working class′ On the

basis of a cIose worker-PeaSa.nt a‘lliance. This hege-

mony of the working class explains the uninterrupted

宣11



character of the Vietnamese revolution, PaSSing with-

out discontinuity from one phase to another, COVer-

ing all the political, eCOnOmic and cultural fields,

and aiming at building a peaceful, unified’independ-

ent, democratic a.nd prosperous Vietnam.

We shall now analyse the main lessons drawn from

this experience of construction of our independent

national economy from a coIonial and backward

eCOnOmy・

l. Building of an independent nationaI

economy durまng the national・liberation

War and the stage o章national and people’s

democratic revolution

L An mSha居able演lり0γ高od印ende"Ce

In the declaration of independence of September 2,

1945, it is stated that :
=The entire Vietnamese peopIe are determined to

mobilize a11 their physica.l and mental strength, tO

sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard

their independence and liberty ’」

This a徹rmation of national independence is the

declaration of the Vietnamese people’s political

OPinions in their struggle against imperia.1ism, OPPreS-

sion and misery. It is also the comer stone of the

Whole economic policy of the D.R.V. since r945. It

WaS nOt a mere PleCe Of rhetoric but started from the

Objective analysis of the situation which was charac-

terized by two fundamental facts :

- On the one hand, French imperialism, aS We]l as

the whole imperalist camp, the Chiang Kai-Shek

宣12

govemment and the Vietnamese reactionaries decided
to quell the Vietnamese revolution, the movement

for independence’and break up the country a.s they

liked for their own interests・ The question for the

Vietnamese people was to have a clear view of the

aggressive na.ture of imperialism’and to be ready to

defend their newly won independence.

- On the other hand’′if apparently the reIation of

forces seemed to be most unfavourable for Vietnam,

the possibility to defend its national independence

rested on the fact that the recently set up power

WaS a reVOlutionary government’born of long years of

Struggle, SuPPOrted by the overwhelming maiority of

the people who are themselves animated by an eager

and resolute patriotism. The D.R.V. in r945 WaS nOt

a short-1ived crea’tion, SPrlngmg uP at haphazard

from events, but the outcome of a long strugg】e

Which had mobilized broad masses of people for long

yea「S・

Under the leadership of the Pa.rty, Of the working

Class, the struggle for economic independence was

thus carried on from.these fundamental facts.

2. Abol紡on oI ihe economic

domimii鋤　0/ im少erialism

The first task of the Vietnamese young state was to

abolish the economic privileges of imperialism, liqui-

date its economic domination as soon as possible and

Substitute new national structures for the coIonial

StruCtureS in the essential economic branches : Cur-

rency, bank, trade, tranSPOrt, industry, etC. It was a
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fundamenla.1 but most intrica.te problem to be soIved

in an extremely complex conjuncture, Which was

WOrSened by a. most serious famine and the presence

Of many hundred thousands of Chiang Kai-Shek’s

OCCuPation soldiers in the north a-nd the British

troops south of the 16th parallel. The newly esta.-

blished revolutionary power which could not yet

Organize its forces, WaS nOt able to cope at the same

time with the French colonialists, the British troops

Of occupation and those of Chiang Kai-Shek. On

its side, French imperialism, facing this complex

Situation in Indo-China, and being at grips with a

POWerful democratic movement in Fra.nce itself, COuld

not think of an immediate ma,SS intervention. We

Ought to play for time in order to strengthen the new】y

COnquered revolutionary positions and reorganize

the revolutionary forces. The compromise established

by the Agreements of March 6,工946 and the Modus

Vivendi of September r4, 1946, between the Govem-

ments of France and of the D.R.V. ha.s enabled

the revolutionary forces better to deal with the

forthcoming decisive clash, for on its side French

imperialism had negotiated only to have free hands

and the required time for a large-SCaLle military

action.

What had saved the essential was that the revolu-
tionary leadership had no illusion about the ``good

Will’’of French coIonialism, U.S・ imperia.1ism, Or

Chiang Ka.i-Shek. The American general Ga11agher

=suggestedto Ho Chi Minh that he would find ca-

Pitals, materials and technicians for him to restore

l14

railway lines and ports′ and reorganize the economy

Of the country ’’*.

For a country ravaged by famine' and for a newly

Set uP gOVemment’the proposal was tempting but

the Government of the D.R.V. tumed it down (let’s

recall that at that time it had only a little more than

One million piastres in cash). It did not want to in-

troduce a new wolf into the sheep-fold, a.nd relied

first of all on its own efforts.

The proof to the contrary has been since supplied

in Vietnam by the economic state in South Vietnam.

After nine years of =U.S・ aid’’nearly three billions

Were POured into this territory by the U.S.A. to end

at a complete economic depression. This reglOn Of

Vietnam which annually exported one million and a

half tons of rice and had a favourable trade balance

- tWO eXCePtional facts for an under-developed coun-

try-WOuld have been able without =U.S・ aid′, easily

to industrialize itself, renOVa.te its agriculture, make

it more productive, and rapidly raise the living stan.

dards of the population. Today言t has to import rice,

and continue to be entirely dependent on foreign

COuntries for the supply of many consumer goods, all

SPare PartS amd industrial equipment. Not any lmPOr-

tant industry, metallurgy, engineering, basic chemical

industry, building materials could be set up. More

than half of its urban population have been jobless,

and the sight of misery in the streets is a striking

COntraSt With the richness of a. privileged minority.

Furthermore South Vietnam ha.s become a seat of hot

章P. Devillers, Hisioiγe短‘偽eimm, Page 2O2.
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war, Which is dangerously threatening the security of

the whole Southeast Asia. As early as I945, the revo-

lutionary leadership of the D.R.V. laid bare the real

aims of =U.S. economic aid,, and refused to lead

the Vietnamese people on this wrong path・

3. Jn初S碕a鉦n o/ agγic初α′alクrod初ion

a性d aクかica訪on of ihe脇γ雄クolicy

In relying essentially on its own e鯖orts to meet

the needs of the country and the war expenses’the

D.R.Ⅴ. has applied a systematic policy for intens漁-

cation of production and strict thrift. E紐orts were

made first and foremost in aLgriculture ‥ the essential

needs of the population as well as the army were en・

sured by agriculture’and the peasants’support was

capital. The fundamcntal basis of the policy was to

endeavour to intensify agricultural production, while

securing for the rural workers the progressive enlar-

gement of their political’eCOnOmic・ SOCial and cultu-

ral rights. As the country ha.d to cater for itself′

when the main communication lines were destroyed,

each zone had to build up an autonomous economy,

based on agriculture and handicrafts. To meet the

needs of national defence, a Small industry was set

up, With small-Size enterprises scattered throughout

the country. This decentralized regional organization

was dictated by the guerilla tactics and tallied with

an agriculture and a handicrafts whose techniques were

still rudimentary. But its success first and foremost

depended on the patriotic e鱒ort of the producers’

especia-1y the peasants who answered en masse to the

章16

govemment aPPeals. In a we11-known message. Presi-

dent Ho Chi Minh compared the fight of soldiers on

the front with the peasants’productive activity :

`` Ouγ γice加Ids aγe ba脇e一存Ids,

Sクad`S andクlonghs aγe aγmS,

Ourクeasanis a′e SOldieγS :

Tha吊hoseわ‡ ihe γeaγ・line comクeie巳のiih脇ose

On ihe baiil弓roタ祐’’

The enemy did his utmost to ruin the economy of

the free zones by repeated bombardments and milit-

ary raids’b-1t his efforts were in vain due to the

Patriotic will of the Vietnamese people a.nd the

sca.ttering of the economic organization of the D.R.V.

at that time.

The. fiercer the Resistance War, the more increasing

the e鯖ort to intensify production. In March 17, |952,

President Ho Chi Minh renewed his appeal :

=To implement the plan of production and economy

means to keep up and accumulate our strength in

order to wage a long-term Resistance′ COnSistently

prepare for a general counter-0楢ensive’and win final

victory. Therefore’in the liberated regions, that is

the essential task of the people, gOVemment and peo-

Ple,s organizations・ In the guerilla reglOnS and bases’

that is an important task ’’・

In conditions of a poor and economically ba.ckward

country, Pitted against a powerful enemy and cut up

into many reglOnS, that was the only just policy

which has thwarted the colonialist plan a.imed at

starving the population and ruining the country’and

given a decisive contribution to victory.
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4. 「ndeクende擁I3mタ母eS and cuγγellCy

a鯵脇e seγひice o/ ihe Resisiance

While impeIling the development of production,

the state ha.d to ensure independent finances, Whose

incomes derived from national production and could

COVer the expenses of the war. With the increaslng

needs of the Resistance, the financial task became a

main task for economic development and military

SuCCeSS. Currency ha.d also to be independent, the eli-

mination of the enemy currency was imperative.

Since 1949, the piastre issued by the Banque de l’In-

dochine was ousted from the liberated regions for

ever. A hot struggle was waged to safeguard the rate of

excha'nge between [he nationa.l currency a.nd that of

the enemy during the excha,ngeS Of goods. Towards

1953, the national currency gained a. stable value, in

SPite of the ba.ckward state of an essentially agricuト

tural economy, having to stand the hea.vy expendi-

tures of a protracted Resistance War. This stabilization

WaS due essentially to the balance of budget which

WaS malntained even with a light surplus, thanks to

a system of rational levying with a marked class cha置

racter. The mtional currency going beyond the

liberated zones entered little by little the guerilla

ZOneS and bases while the agricultural and industrial

PrOduction was on the increase and the state trade

extended its activity.

5. La"d γe/orm and Jibera訪on o/

agriculh`ralクroduc訪ue lorces

Our economic struggle proceeded in a na,tional fra-

mework, but assumed at the same time a democratic

l18

Character as the anti-imperialist struggle could

not be dissociated from the anti-feudal struggle. Ever

Since its founding in 193O, the Indo-Chinese Commu-

nist Party defined the organic character of this

relation between the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal

tasks of the Vietnamese revolution which thus had a

duaLI character, national and democratic, The claim for
= Land to the tillers ” was put forth simulta.neously

With that for national independence, Which radically

distinguished the Communist Party from other parties

at that time. Both tasks were fundamental, but

``the anti置imperialist task is the most essential.

At present the enemy No I of the Vietnamese

revolution is aggressive imperia,lism.’’*

The nationa.1 question is, in its essence, a PeaSant

question. The peasantry is the biggest force of the

revo]ution. The Vietnamese national liberation war lS,

in its essence, a reVOlutionary war waged by the

PeaSantS alljed with the workers under the leadership

Of the working class. Therefore, tO Win back national

jndependence, We muSt liberate the peasants from

feudal production rela.tion, tha.t is to liberate in the

main the productive forces of society ; tO this end we

must have a program of agraria.n reform and carry

it through; We muSt e癒ectively give la.nd to the

PeaSantS・ ResoluteIy to rely on the peasants to mobi-

1ize and develop their strength, and to satisfy their

Centuries-Old claims and aspirations’aLre the required

COnditions for victory.

鶴Truong Chinh : Beクoγ! lo !he Second Nahoml CongγeSS O/

偽e Woγ鳥eγS’Party (February |95I)
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Since the first years′ immediately after the Revolu-

tion of August 1945 the Govemment of the D.R.V.

ha,d taken agrarian measures, Which were at the same

time anti-imperialist and anti置feudal mesures, thus

making the first steps of the agra.rian program, then

in |953, When the nationa=iberation war required
doubled e鯖orts and a drastic mobilization of mate_

rial and ‘human resources,重and reform was started,

§atisfying the objective requlrementS Of the situation.

Due to land reform, an unPreCedented mobiliza肩on

Of the peasantry could be launched’decisiveIy impeト

Iing the Resistance in its most d雌cuIt phase, the

Phase of preparation for a general counter-Offensive.

Therefore, tO PrOmOte the anti-feudal struggle

WaS tO SerVe the anti-imperialist struggle and

thoroughly mobilize the main force of the coun-

try, the peasantry which together with the wor虹ng

℃lass was the prime mover of the national Resistance.

Henceforth we had to pass from partial and progres-

Sive measures to a radical reform, liquidate landlords

as a class, abolish the feudal regime for ever, and

entirely liberate the peasants.

At the session of the National Assembly held in

December |953 tO PaSS the law on land reform, Pre-

sident Ho Chi Minh declared :
= Our revolution is a people’s national democratic

revolution against aggressive imperialism and its

mainstay’feudalism. Our sIogan during the Resistance

War is　=All for the front, a11 for victory!', The

more the Resistance War develops, the more man-

POWer and wealth it requires. It is the peasants who

have contributed the main force of the Resistance.
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We must liberate them from the feudal yoke, enSure

necessary conditions for them to develop their poten・

tiality in order to be able to mobilize this huge force

in the service of the Resistance until final victory.

The key to the victory of the Resistance lies in con-

solidating and enlarging the National United Front’

∞nSOlidating the worker-PeaSant alliance and the

people’s power’Strengthening and developing the

Army, COnSOlidating the Party and strengthening its

leadership in all aspects. Only by mobilizing the

masses to carry out land reform can we fulfil all

these tasks satisfactorily. The implementat王on of

land reform in the free zones will stimulate the

combativeness of our peasant compatriots in the

occupied zones who will struggle more energetically

against the enemy to ・liberate themselves and support

the people’s democratic power; at the same time it

exerts an influence on and contributes to disinte-

grate the puppet amy because the absolute majority
of the puppet soldiers are peasants.,’

Land reform was thus a stra.tegic task of the na-

tionaトdemocratic revolution a.nd of the Resistance.

This armed Resistance has to re]y on an independent

national economy based on the huge peasant force’

which we must liberate from a.11 shackles・ The libera-

tion war is a revolutionary war requiring fim and

stable rea.r-1ines, that is why land reform became a

prlme COndition for victory. As the class struggle was

cIosely linked with the national struggle’1and reform

at a given time had to serve as a lever to the libera-

tion war. However if on the strategic plane this dual

struggle had to be put up simulta.neously’On the
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tactical p]ane’the anti-feudal struggIe should be

Waged step by step a.nd subordinated to the leiトmotiv

Of the anti-imperialist struggle throughout the period

of national war.

Land reform must be conceived not as the applica-

tion of a law by well-trained civil servants, but as

a fierce cla.ss struggle of the peasant masses’eSPeCially

the land-POOr PeaSantS, COnSCious of their class inte-

rests, against the landlords who relied on imperialism

to defend their privileges to the end. This class

Stmggle was waged under the leaLdership of the Party

Of the working class, reIying on the people’s democra-

tic power’On the state of workers and peasants. This

mobilization of the peasant masses’under the sigrl Of

Class struggle had decisively impelled the national

liberation war; Without it, Dien Bien Phu would

haLVe been impossible and the national independence

WOuld not be reconquered-

6・ Bl(ilding o/ a率oPle’s democraiic

economy and iheクremises o/ so〆alis肋

In Vietnam, neither the economic struggle to satisfy

the needs of war,nOr land reform were conducted within

the framework of an old-tyPe bourgeois democratic

revolution; here it was the question of setting up a-

new type democracy・ and a road of non-CaPitalist

development, laying at the very outset the premisesl

for the building of a future socialist economy. The

theses of the Workers, Party are explicit :

`.While waging the armed struggle, We aPPly a

Series of democratic reforms in a.11 domains : eCOnOmic,

12雷

politica一, Cultural and social ; Vietnam thus enters the

Path of people’s democracy.

Our present economic policy consists in intensify-

1ng PrOduction for the needs of the Resistance and

the improvement of the people′s living standards・ the

mutal benefits of public and private services’Of em-

pIoyees. We must set up the bases of the state sector・

develop the cooperative economy・ enCOurage・ help

and direct the activities of the national bourgeoisie.’’章

In spite of the conditions of war・ the national

democratic revolution kept on its course after the

August 1945 Revolution ; in the economic field
・・ everycconomic activity hadto be directed to serv-

ing the front, SuPPlying the people in view of a long

term war, and on the other hand to securmg a har-

monious development of the state’CO-OPerative and

private sectors・ We should skilfully use the co-OPera-

tive sector as a link connecting the state economy

with the private sector in order to raise the living

standard of the people, tO engage all strata of the

population in the work of economic development**・

While encouragmg Private industry and trade to

bring their contribution to the national e鯖ort, the D.

R.V. endeavoured to impel the forms of co-OPerative

work among the peasants, and make the state take in

hand the essential mechanisms of the economic life.

The forma.tion of mutual aid teams among the peasants

kept on a centuries-Old rural tradition・ but under new

章Resolution of tbe Second Congress of the Workers’Party

(I95I)・
** Truong Chinh′ The Resisianc` Wうll W寂】 Foreign Lan-

guages Publishing house, Hanoi I960.
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forms and in a new spirit・ The peasants were thus

prepared’Since the period of national - democratic

revolution, for the future socialist stage.

The founding of the National Bank which issued

currency and centralized all the transactions of capi-

tals, the control and then the monopoly of the state

on foreign trade and the setting up of state trade,

industrial enterprises and state farms, gradually give

the state the leading role in national economy・

Beca.use of its character of new democracy Viet-

rram,s economy succeeded in overcoming all wa.r dif-

ficulties through mobilizing all stra'ta Of the people ;

indeed it had not the necessary conditions for a great

development' but could safeguard its national and in-

dependent character’face to imperialist pressure and

ma.n(鷲uVreS.

7. EcoleO脇ic砂ar

The long war of resistance was waged not only in

the political and milita「y fields, but also in the eco葛

nomic sphere. The struggle between the economy of

the free zones and that of the enemy-OCCuPied zones

had to end to the advantage of the R.D.V., though

at the outset, the superiority of the enemy seemed

to be overwhelming. France, highly industrialized

and supported by U.S・ aid’COuld supply the oc-

cupied zone with all kinds of goods’and back its

currency ; the French forces occupied all the big towns

and important industrial centres, While the D.R・V.

controlled only the agriculturally ba,Ckward country-

side deprived of all industrial equipment and all mo-

dem means of communication.

基24

However this relation of forces in economic丘eld

could not last long, for the essentia.1 fact was that the

aggressive war unleashed by the French coIonialists

was an unjust war, held in contempt by the French

people themselves, Whereas the liberation war was

regarded by the peoples of coIonies and dependent

countries a just war, for which they were detemined

to make the greatest e鯖orts and sacrifices. French im-

perialism had to support ,at arm,s length’against its

people,s will’the economy of the zones that it occupied

in Vietnam, While trying to dra.in them of the maximum

of human and material resources to continue the war.

With the development of war’the Resistance pass-

ing from the stage of strategic defensive to that of

equilibrium of forces’the liberated and tempora.rily

occupied zones got entangled like ・` the hair and the

teeth of a comb” and the economy of both kinds of

zones formed a confused network throughout the coun-

try. From 1948’the enemy’s policy of economic block-

ade continued to be applled, but combined with a

controlled exchange of goods between the two zones・

An insuperable barrier could not be set up between

these two zones, but exchanges could not be allowed

to develop freely and spontaneously likely to harm

theeconomy of the liberated zones・ These exchanges

between the two zones constituted a form of economic

struggle which ha.d to be led methodically and rigo-

rously to ensure the independent character of the

economy Of the liberated zones・ If the fundamentaLI

policy of the D.R.V. in home trade was freedom of

exchanges, that in the trade and exchanges with

the encmy-OCCuPied zones could be summed up as.
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follows : COni′Ol o/ e#Changes md cco"Omic struggle

agains吊he∴memy aCCOγding io iheクγinciクle o声ndヶ

ク鋤dmce and emhanges to ouγ adひa初age・

The essentia.1 principles guiding the application of

this policy were :

1. tO PrOteCt the production of the liberated zones

Which had to rely on their own resources and not to

depend on the goods from the occupied zones ;

2・ tO enSure the supply to the armed forces a,nd

PCOple ;

3. tO do our best to have a positive balance-Sheet

Of exchanges : tO buy from the occupied zones only the

indispensable minimum’and sel】 them surplus goods

as many as possible;

4. tO Sa,feguard the general interest and at the same

time to ensure a legitima.te rate of profit to private

traders, in order to be able to mobilize the whole

POPula.tion for this economic struggle.

Despite the marked economic superiority of the

enemy, and the complexity of the situation, this eco-

nomic struggle had e航ca,Ciously helped the economic

independence of the liberated zones, COnSO】idated the

Stability of the national currency, and contributed to

Victory.

II・ Building of an independent national economy

in the stage of socialist construction

l. Fmdame初alタoblems o/ !he sh雄oI

ihe Vie初amese Beひoluiion io a ne砂siage

The heroic and victorious struggle of the Viet-

na重neSe・ Laotia.n and Cambodian peoples led to the
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restoration of peace in Indo-China in July {954　On

the basis of the recognition by the participating

POWerS tO the Geneva. Conference on Indo-China, Of

the independence’SOVerelgnty’unity and territorial

integrity of these three countries. A new situa,tion

Wa.S Crea.ted on the one hand by the 1954 armistice,

and on the other, by the rough U. S. intervention

in South Vietnam. The Vietnamese revolution was

thus given two different strategic tasks: in the nor-

thern zone to shift to the socialist revolution, in the

SOuthem zone to continue the national democratic

revolution. The resolution passed by the Third National

Congress of the Workers’Party (September 196o) has

thus defined these tasks :

`,To enha.nce the solidarity of the entire people, tO

Struggle resolutely for the maintenance of peace, tO

PrOmOte the socia,list revolution in the North and at
the sa.me time the national people,s democratic revo-

1ution in the South, tO aChieve na.tional reunification

On the basis of independence and democracy, tO build

a peaceful・ unified, independent, democratic, PrOS-

PerOuS and strong Vietnam, and to contribute e鯖ec-

tively to the strengthening of the socialist camp and

to the defence of peace in Southeast Asia and in the

W○○ld ’’.

North Vietnam directly enters the socialist path

Without going through the stage of capitalist develop-

ment言n the following peculiar situation :

- On the domestic plane, North Vietnam has a

backward a.gricultura.1 economy which relies essentially

On a SCattered individual production’and a very

Small capitalist sector ; meanWhile the state power
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relying on the worker-peaSant aL11iance led by 'the

WOrking class, is a people’s democratic power, aSSum-

ing the role of proletarian dictatorship ;

- On the intemational plane, there exists a socialist

CamP become a. powerful world system facing the

imperialist camp. The co-OPeration and division of

labour between the socialist countries and the assist-

ance of the socialist countries endowed with a mo_

dern industry are an important factor helping us to

bypass the §tage Of capitalist development directly

to advance to sociaLlism ;

- On the national plane・ aS the country is being

Partitioned in two zones under different social regimes,

the revolutionary struggle has di鱒erent ta.sks which

are hovever cIosely linked with one another : the North

entering the socialist path becomes a strong basis for

the entire Vietnamese people in their struggle for the

PeaCeful reunification of the country.

Thus, the Vietnamese revolution, One in its histo-

ricaI development, has since the end of　|955　tWO

COmPOneI蒔pa,rt§, SOCialist in the North. and national

demQCratic in the South, both converging to the reuni÷

fication of the country. While socialism in const則C-

tion in the North is an essential basis for the deve-

lopment of the revolution, Playing a determining role

Onthe historical plane, the heroic strugg量e of the Viet-

namese people in the South against the U.S. aggres-

SOrS and their stooges secures for the North an e餓ca-

Cious protection enabling it to go in for the peaceful

building of an economy and a new society.
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2・ Comt鵬寂坊　o/ mlioml and率Oi妨’s

dmocγaiic γeひOl初ion鯛d sh雄io socialis桝

As is known’before laying the bases of socialism

in r955-r957 the D.R.V. had to achieve the democratic

revolution and restore a war-tOm eCOnOmy. More

especially it had to

- reStOre the agricultural economy in order to

Check famine which was frequent under former

reglmeS :

輸1iquidate al=he vestiges of coIonial economic

domination in the newIy liberated zones ;

- and above a11 complete the agrarian reform

Started in |953.

. The∴COmクle訪on o/ the Jand /e/orm which was not

interrupted by the armistice, WaS the essential work

in this period. It is to be noted that if land reform

had decisively impelled the national-1iberation war,

and liberated the country from the feudal fetters for

ever to pave the way for a subsequent economic

development’it was marked in its course by grave

mistakes which temporarily impeded the propulsion

Of the country toward socjalism. As a result, a Certain

number of mutual-aid teams and peasant co-OPera-

tives broke up. However the Workers. Party and the

govemment of the D.R.V. had the magnificent cour-
age to bring all these mistakes out, and launch a

na.tion-Wide campaign to redress them. Once the

redress of mista-kes was done′　the revolutionary

movement, temPOrarily hampered, has known a new

impetus′ andthe question of socialism could be clearly

Put tO the entire people. A section of the bourgeoisie

tried to lift up their beads and contend with the
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working class forthe leadership of the state to deviate

the development of the national economy toward the

capitalist path ; but these attempts were nipped in the

bud due to the intrinsic weakness of the bourgeoisie,

the people,s boundless confidence in the Party of the

workjng class during long years of struggle’ the

fraLnkness with which the Party entered upon the

redress of mistakes, and the high level of political

consciousness of the population.

After the economic restoration and land reform,

the essential problem of socialist revolution was put

as follows: We had an economy comprlSmg many

heterogenous sectors ; the state sector only occupied

a limited place in the nationa.l economy’the indivi-

dual expIoitation remained predominant in agricuト

ture and handicrafts ; the private capitalist sector was

almost intact. We had a backward and unbalanced

economy ma.inly based on a scattered agriculture

with a very low productivity言ndustry was still in

its first stage of development. In these conditions the

problem of building an independent na’tional econ-

omy is nothing but that of socialist revolution to pa.ss

from a backward economy, With many sectors, tO a

modem and ba.lanced sociaLlist economy, Without

going through the stage of capita’list development.

To this end two following fundamental problems must

be soIved :

1. To transform the non-SOCialist sectors into a

socialist sector, the non-SOCialist production relation

into socialist production relation’Which consists es-

sentia11y in tuming the regime of individual and ca.pi-

talist ownership into a regime of socialist ownershiP
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under di鱒erent forms (state ownership and co-OPerative

OWnerShip) ;

2 - To build socia.1ism, With a view to developing

the libera.ted productive forces, laying the material

and technical basis of socialism and transforming

the small scale backward production into a. large-SCale

SOCialist production.

Socialist transforma,tion and socialist construction

are two cIosely related aspects of the socialist revo-

lution in North Vietnam. Owing to the characteristics

Of North Vietnam, in the first phase of the socialist

revolution, We directed our work on socialist trans-

formation, While beginning to lay the material basis

Of sQCialism. When socialist transformation had won

a decisive success we buckled to the work of socialist

building, eSPeCia,lly promoting industria,1ization. while

COmPleting socialist transformation.*

3. Socialisi irans/orma毒on of economic sirudures,

クrelimimγyタvoblem o/ ihe sh雄;o socia/ism

In the stage of socialist transformation of eco-

nomic structures, the essential link was agricultural

CO-OPerativization which tums small individual agri-

Culture into big co-OPerative one. The Vietnamese

PeaSantS have been the comrades-in-armS Of the

WOrking class for years on end・ They continue to

have confidence in the Workers’Party. They have

* Resolution of the Third Na'tiona,l Congress of the Viet・

na,皿Workers’Party ([96o〉・ Foreign La,nguageS Publishing

House, Hanoi,工96|.
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joined co・OPeratives en masse. As regards the capitalist

bourgeoisie, We have applied the policy of peaceful

tra.nsformation of private capitalism into socialism

through state capitalism. To this end we haLVe uSed

educative and persuasive methods′ and, When need

be, eCOnOmic and administrative measures. The setting

up of socialist structures is a hard a.nd complex

class struggle. 1ed in conditions of a state power

already in the working class, hands and relying on a.

solid worker-PeaSant alliance. This class strnggle is

led not only to fight the spontaneous tendency toward

CaPitalism which inimates any reglme Of sma虹size

individual exploitation, but also to restrict’OuSt and

finally liquidate capitalist expIoitation ; mOreOVer it

is still directed against all the forces opposed to

socialism, the counter-reVOlutionaries who, at the

service o書U.S. imperialism and their llaCkeys in the

South, WOrk secretly in the North, agajnst the

capitalists, landlords and reactionary rich peasants

who refuse socialist transformation.

Simultaneously with this transformation of eco-

nomic structures, We have developed to the utmost

the state scctor while securing for it a leading role in

the national economy. The socialist transformation of

agriculture’handicrafts a.nd private capitalist sector

has been a victory o士historic importance. The fun-

damental contradiction during the whole period of

transition to socialism I-Cmains tha.t oppusing the

path of capitalist development to the socialist path’

but once the socialist transformation of economic

StruCtureS aChieved in the ma王n the path of socialist

development has won a decisive victory. For the first

j:駐

time in their history, the Vietnamese people have in

the main abolished the expIoitation of rnan by man’

the ba.sis of which is th館CaPitalist ownership of means

of production. This victory ha.s opened the roa,d to a

rapid development of productive forces. If in the stage

of nationaトdemocratic revolution, land reform was

part and parcel of the building of an independent

natioIlaLl economy言n the sta,ge Of socialist revolution

the socialist tra.nsformation of economic structures

has bccome part a.nd pa.rcel of the setting up of an

independent and socialist national economy.

4・ Socialis信州dusまγiali名a訪on

The Third Congress of our Party ha.s defined the

problem of socialist industrializa,tion as follows :
=The central task of the whole period of transi-

tion to socialism is socialist industrialization in which

the keywork is priority development of heavy in-

dustry. ’’

The chief goal of industrialization is to endow the

country with a relatively comprehensive heavy

industry a.s the basis of the national economy. The

historical circumstances particular to our country as

we11 as the valuable aid of other socialist countries

have determined the trend and growth rate of our

socialist industrialization.

As early as September 1955’Premier Pha.m Van

Dong made it clear before the National Assembly

that:

白We must correctly and clearly realize the essen・

tial role of industry in our country under our reglme

at present and in the future. We will endeavour to

l鍔



develop industry step by step’Steadily and in co-

Ordination with agriculture. Industrialization is the

essential basis for our independent national economy

and for its future development, SeCuring welfare for

Our PeOPle and prosperity for our country. With the

natural resources of the northem zone of our country,

the huge forces of our people and working class, and

the disinterested assistance of the brother countries,

We have the nece§Sary COnditions to ca.rry out our

Plan for economic rehabilitation aLnd industrial devel-

OPment, and on this basis we will push our industry

forward in order to establish foundations for national

industrialization.’′

Once the war scars healed and the socialist structu_

res set up, a PrOblem which prevails ovcr the others

in the building of an indepcndent national economy

is industrialization. For a former coIonial and semi_

feudal country which wants to advance directly to

SOCialism and modemize the whole of its economy,

the build up of a national industry constitutes a

fundamental problem without such an industry poli-

tical independence will be but a mere illusion. Within

the national framework and along with the intensi-

fication of intemationa量relations’that country must

SuCCeed in modernizing its equipment, Creating condi-

tions for a genuine national market, SeCuring a decent

living standard for the people and carrying out pro-

found social and ideoIogical transformations・ Only

With a widespread industrial work can conditions be

Created for the formation of a modem nation, a

modern society and a modern man. Without pretend-

ing to possess on its territory al] the branches of
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industry’SuCh a country a.s Vietnam must have at

]east a relatively comprehensive industrial basis for

a relatively ra.pid modernization of the whole of its

national equipment : metallurgy’electricity’mining’

building materials・ Chemistry and many branches of

light industry. The naLtural resources of the D.R"V.’

the size of its population and the extent of its ter-

ritory are favourable factors’nOt tO mention that the

ineluctable reunification of the two zones North and

south will create a much richer and more balanced

national entity ; in this respect perhaps many highly

industrialized countries do not enうoy any manifest

superiority over Vietnam.

can the D R.V. go without building a heavy in-

dustry of its own’aS SOme PeOPle pretend’and rely

on the industrialized countries as suppliers of all it

needs, Whi16 confining itself exclusively within agri-

culture and some much more = profitable ” branches

of light industry? Certainly not. In the passage from

a backwa.rd agricultural economy to a SOCialist econ.

omy’the main problem is the increase in produc-

tivity. Lenin said :
… In the last analysis, PrOductivity of labour is the

most important’the principal thing for the victory of

the new social system.’’

The increase in productivity requires a technical

revolution, a neW division of labour. For a backward

agricultural country it requlreS SOCialist industrial-

ization, and socialist industrialization must be based

on the priority development of heavy industry. In

this connection, the First Secreta.ry of the Central

committee of the Workers, Party, Le Duan, WrOte :
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`●The佃i o/ ad鵬a初gクrior砂de拐0函l勃0/

んaひ声のdusよry has, aS a Siaγ初gクoin星he obie訪ひe

γeqαire彬諦0/ b毒殺説g鋤indeク的d鋤きnaiional ec。在

Omy・ We are building socjalism at a time when there

exists already a system of socialist nations which

grant us aids and with them we co葛OPerate CIosely,

and this co-OPeration is intensifying with every pass-

ing day. However言n the socialist system, Our COun-

try like others, is an cconomic G謝y which develops

according to the l‘niversa,=aws applied in all coun-

tries and to laws of its own: We muSt base ourselves

On the knowledge of these general and particular laws

to utilize labour power and the natura,l resources of

Our COuntry ra.tionally a-nd with the greatest economic

and political e範ciency. OnIy by so doing ca.n we

Create COnditions rationally to reinforce the co-OPera-

tion with other socialist countries. That is precisely

the content of the building of an independent econ-

。my・,,峯

The ma】Or argument of those who oppose the build-

ing of an independent national economy based on a

rela‘tively comprehensive industrial development and

With heavy industry as a basis in the last analysis

dwells on the great d瓶cultyof the work to be done.

Where to find the necessary capitals, the technicians,

SkiIled workers and able managers "n the case of the

D.R.V. the acuteness of the food problem seems to

be a‘n almost insurmountable obstacle : how to draw

Out Of an agriculture which finds di範culties in feeding

* Le Duan’Some #mdame海al g雄S訪ons on soc宛l寂;nd“s_

「メタialわのiうon.
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the population, the necessary resources to finance

industrialization at its beginning? Even in the case

Of light industry, tO release land for the growing of

industrial crops (cotton, jute, Sugar Cane, grOundnuts,

etc.) is sometimes a seemingly insoluble problem.

Prior to the October Revolution, the Soviet Union

had already a relatively developed industrial basis ;

China had also some nuclei of big industry before the

iIIStauration of socialism, In Vietnam, the starting

basis is next to nil : When the colonia1ists were driven

Out Of the country, they dismaLntled or destroyed the

little equlPment Which was left. Even when a brother

COuntry SuPPlies the whole industrial equipment to

Set uP a mOdem factory, the laying of the substruc・

ture necessary for the building and functioning of

that factory alone needs grea.t e賃orts and important

investments. In conditions of a country newly freed

from feudaLlism, tO build a modem enterprise, it is

not enough to have necessary machines’the introduc-

tion of these machines of large-SCale production pre-

supposes the solution of numberless problems・

It is precisely to do away with this backward state

in the shortest period of time that we must con-

centrate all our efforts to industrialize our country,

to carry out socialist industrializa‘tion, a Central task

of the whole period of transition to socialism.

The essential goal of industria.1ization is to create

the material and technical basis of socialism whose

COre is engineering industry capa.ble of renovating

agriculture and national economy a-S a Whole. The

creation of this material and technical basis helps
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increase industrial and agricultural production’and

accordingly impels the exchanges between town and

COuntry, mOuntain re釦ons and delta, the development

of the home market calling for a development of pro-

duction ; at the same time, foreign trade is extended.

With the increase of production and trade attention

must be paid to consolidating and deve]oping inde-

pendent national finance’mObilizing national incomes

in a fair measure to supply to the state budget the

expenditures for economic build up and national

defence.

The socialist industrialization of a country, eSPe-

cially the creation of a heavy industry, requires first

of all, a COrreC/ sol初ion o声he Problem o〃hc 7ela訪on

bdu′`m海d〃Siγy “nd “gricu板γe・ Within the frame-

work of a national economy, this is the basis of the

rapid harmonious development of economy as a whole.

For a good understanding of this ticklish problem we

must first of all have a correct conception about social-

ist industrialization. Socialist industrialization is not

simp]y and solely the building of factories・ WOrkshops・

industrial enterprises.・. It is a complex work, COVerlng

the wholenational economy and consisting intransform-

1ng a backward dependent economy essentiallybased

on small production and handicrafts言nto an inde-

pendent modem socialist economy based essentially

on large-SCale production and on mechanized labour.

The process of socialist industrialization is the out-

come of various complex of socialization’mOderniza-

tion and concentration of production’and can be

carried out only by means of an all-Sided revolution

in production relations, in technique’in the social

138

division o=abour, in culture, and by means of an
adequate socialist accumulation.

Socialist industrialization requires the creation of a

big heavy industry. As said Lenin, the material basis

of socialism can be only a big mecha.nized industry

capable of reorganlZlng agriculture' But the estab-

1ishment of a hあvy industry which is the key to

industrialization, does not mean at a1=hat we may

neglect agriculture even to the smallest extent and

thereby cause an imbalance with regard to industry

in general and to heavy industry in particular.

The correct relation between industry and agricul-

ture defined by our Party in the Resolution of its

Third Congress was more concretely expounded in

other resolutions of the Plenum of its Central

Committee.

Over these last years we have leamed from the

experiences dra.wn from the building of socialism that

we must =adひancc砂iih履′O Icgs,′, and that in any

case we are not allowed to neglect agriculture, the

second leg of our economy’eSPeCially in the practi-

cal conditions of our country which builds socialism

from an essentially agricultural economy if we do

no want to walk limpingly to socialism.

Land reform constituted the first step, freeing the

peasants from an untold misery and jdeoIogical fetters

inherited from the past centuries. But it is really

impossible to draw out of some million individual

expIoitations, eaCh covering hardly half an hectare, a

notable volume of marketable agricultural products

to supply to towns and industrial centres in fu1賞devel-

opment’and to export in exchange of equipment.
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Industrialization requlreS a raPid agricultural deveト

OPment a.nd vjce-VerSa agriculture can make progress

OnIy with improved implements′ meChanized means,

fertilizers and insecticides. However’if this recipro-

City is evident, the priority development must be

given to industry because while agricultura.1 devel-

OPment CreateS the necessary conditions for indus-

trialization, it is industry which plays the lea’ding

role in the national economy and defines its fun-

da.mental trend′ it is its priority developmeIlt Which

COmmands the rapid development of agriculture and

Of the nationa,l economy. Agriculture must be a

POWerful mainstay for industry while jndustry must

SuPPly to agriculture its means for progress.

The renovation of agricul(ure can be carried out

Only on the basis of collective faming which has a

Iarger productive force and can a.pply an advanced

technique. We have seen how the ‘γietnamese peasants

respond to the appeal made by the Workers・ Party

for agricultural co-OPerativiza,tion and for the solu-

tion of the remamlng PrOblems in this frold.

To serve as a basis for industrial development,

agriculture, OnCe COllectivized’muSt be an agriculture

PrOducing goods based on a new technique which

favours a mechanized labour with high yield, and on

a new division of labour which helps expIoit more

ratiomlly and harmoniously the three main sectors

Of agriculture : grOWing of food crops and industrial

CrOPS・ and animal husbandry. Such an agrjculture

Can be bom and develop only‘With an important aid

from the state, a CIose co-OPeration between it and
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state industry, and an ever cIoser alliance between

the working class and the peasantry.

The state buys agricultural products to supply the

towns and to export’and sells to the peasants the

industrial products (means of production and con-

sumer goods) they need言t builds large hydraulic

works, maChine and tractor stations′ the works to

tum out fertilizers and insecticides, defines the

goals of the plan of agricultural development・ and

grants co-OPeratives the necessary loans for their

development.

The organic relations betwcen industry and agri.

culture manifest themselves concretely in the ,ela訪ons

beiz“en !he siaic and Jhe 4easa初s md Jhe 7ela訪ons

be履,een Jhe∴u′Or鳥eγS and Ihe Peasa初s・ Consequently

the sta.te must define a correct policy with regard to

the peasants conceming taxes・ PrlCeS Of agricultural

and manufactured products, investment in agricul-

ture, SuPPly and sale at low prices of the necessary

means of production to agricultural co-OPeratives…

The policy concerning agricultural products is one of

the most di鯖cult, because we must pay fair prices to

stimulate agricultural production and improve the

living standard of the peasants without however

burdening the state budget and preventing it from

making important investments for the industrial-

ization of the country・

A problem of paramount importance related to the

problem of socialist industrialization of the country

is !0γeign iγade “nd siaie monoクolγ in this field.

1事l



Foreign trade which ha.d been restricted during the

War, COuld develop after the restoration of peace on

Clearly defined bases : Principle of independence and

State mOnOPOly. It plays an extremely important role

in the process of industrialization. In its very nature,

the foreign trade of the D.R・V. entirely differs from

Capitalist foreign trade which in its race for profits

develops in an anarchic way on the basis of insoluble

COntradictions between production and the people’s

COnSumPtion power. Foreign trade in the hands of

the monopoly capitalists and of their state requires

an ever enlarged foreign market. It carries in itself

the very essence of the capitalist mode of production,

Shameless expIoitation and plunder, mOnOPOly of ex-

temal markets a.nd the subjuga.tion of peoples, anneX-

ation and aggressive wars.

For the D"R.V. foreign trade is on the one hand an

Objective necessity as for any national economy in the

PreSent WOr]d・ and on the other an economic activity

indispensa.ble for the industria.1ization of the country・

The state monopoly in foreign trade protects the

economic independence of the country’national pro-

duction a.nd the home ma-rket’a,nd preserves the

COuntry from the ha.rmful influences of the inevitable

economic crises in ca.pitalist countries. Since long,

Lenin already wrote that the foreign trade mono-

POly of a socialist state on foreign trade is a neces-

Sity and the best weapon to safeguard its economic

independence, the best protection for an industry

in the making much more e槻cient than whatever

CuStOmS barrier.
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Thus, the foreign trade of the D.R.V. is part and

parcel of its foreign policy. That is why in many re-
solutions passed by the Vietnam Workers’Party our

policy on foreign trade has been outlined as follows ‥

the development of foreign trade must aim at inten-

sifying the co-OPeration alld mutual assistance among

the socialist countries to reinforce the socialist camp ;

at the same time, We muSt develop and tighten the

trade exchanges with the newly independent coun-

tries, On the baLSis of equa‘lity’mutual benefit, and

recIPrOCal solicitude ; Wit轟regard to the capitalist

countries, We advoca.te trade exchanges if the concrete

conditions are advantageous tO uS from the economic

and political points of view’and on the basis of the

principle of peaceful co-eXistence’between countries

with di鱒erent politicaLl and socia.l systems" Our foreign

trade must essentially serve the central task’indus-

trialization of the country. Therefore it must supply

the necessary equipment and raw ma.terials to indus-

try and other branches of national economy while

reducing to the strict necessity the importa.tion of

consumer goods which we endeavour to tum Out at

home to meet our requlrementS・ For this, We muSt

rely on our natural resources and our abundant man.

power to supply the greatest quantity o士goods for

exports’eSPeCially farm products.

=工t is evident that the intensifica.tion of exports

is more or less detrimental to the home consumption

either for production or for raising our people’s living

standard. How to solve this problem? We must en-

deavour to satisfy the essential needs of our country’

while resolutely intensifying exports・ and spare goods
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for exports’for the sake of the important and abiding

interest of our national economy and for our people,s

Welfare *.’’

This policy requires from the entire people an

e鯖ort not only to intensify production, but also to

PraCtise saving to restrict to the maximum the ex-

PenSeS Which are not indispensable. This effort is part

and I)arCel of the general policy consisting in doing

Our best to build a modem’national and independent

eCOnOmy.

Socialist industrialization puts forth a general prob-

1em which concems the whole of the national econ_

Omy and the people, that of the /ela訪on aei秒′een

accumulaiio,, and oonsump訪on.

This relation was defined in the resolution of the

3rd Congress of our Party as follows :
′`In the development of economy and cu]ture, We

must satisfactorily soIve the relation between accu-

mulation and consumption言n full accoI.d with the

economic and political requirements in di鱒erent sta-

ges, enSurlng On the one hand the development of

SOCialist economy in the North at a high tempo, and

On the other’the constant improvement of the I)eO-

Ple’s livelihood on the basis of the development of

PrOduction. In production as welI as in ordinary life,

everybody must strive to promote the spirit of dili-

gence and thrift in the bui]ding of the Fatherland.,,

For a country which only begins its industrial-

ization, the accumulation to build a modem material

*Excerpt Iro叫a SPeeCh by Pri叫e Minister Pham Va,n Dong

at the Na,tiona,l Assembly’2nd legislature, 6th session.
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・and technical basis is a very heavy burden. Either

we use up all our production’Stagnate and even re-

gress (for the popu量ation is increasing), Or We aCCePt

necessary privations during the period of transitioh tO

build a su航cient modem material and technical basis.

Foreign aid cin lighten our burden to some extent,

but whatever it may be, the accumu]ation for an en-

larged reproduction must be for the greater part the

result of a national le鯖ort. It is illusory to rely only

on others to a.ccumulate in our stead. To encourage

initiatives in a11 fields of activityタtO redouble our

e鯖orts, tO increase the e餓ciency and productivity of

labour, and to apply a drastic eConomy reglme COn-

stitute the main sources of accumulation for a poor

country which wants to develop a.1ong the socialist

line.*

We should not at all infer that any concem of im-

proving the living conditions of the people i5 tO be

discarded for a long period. On the contrary, it is the

object of constant attention. On the basis of our

possibilities we have at each stage set the goals for a

gradual rise in the living standards of the population

a.s a whole and at the sa.me time we ha.ve determined

the social ca.tegories which have priority (Children′

sick people, labourers, teChnicians’reSearChers, etC.).

事Let us reca11 tha.t primitive capitalist accumulation

took p]ace in history by meanS Of barbarous expropriation

詩誌藍語義藍言霊霊㌍癌謹言y音義
mitive accumula‘tion is written in the annals of mankind in

letters of blood and fire∴′ In general・ Primitive capita,list

a.ccu皿ulation was carried ou七through iI]tenSive∴eXPloitation

of workers and peasantS.
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Socialist industrialization and the building of a,n

independcnt, mOdern na,tional economy invoIve the

training of an army of Jechn毒ans, S鳥illed ze,Or鳥ers, and

able ma幼agers ; these cadres must not only have the

necessary technica.l capacities, but be also animated

With ardent patriotism, COmbined with a high inter-

nationalist spirit, and haLVe a Sharp political cons-

Ciousness, that is to say all the qualities which help

them endurc the neccssary sacrifices, display their

initiative, and exert sustained e鯖orts to advaLnCe ra-

Pidly on the road of technical progress.

From the outset, While asking for a. 1arge aid from

the brother socia.1ist countries in technicia.pe, PrOfes-

SOrS, SPeCialists, the D.R.V. has endeavoured to train

its ozの‘∴CadγeS. Evcn during the yea.rs of war, the

Struggle against illiteracy, a.nd the teaching in the

national language in all schooIs were conducted un-

flinchingly. Immediately a,fter the restoration of peace,

many colleges and institutes were set up rapidly with

lhe aid from other socia1ist countries. Let us note in

Particular the Polytechnical College, the Institute of

Agriculture and Sylviculture’the Teachers’College,

the Medical and Phamaceutical College, the Institute

Of Economy and Finances, and many facultics of

SCiences, etC.

The Hanoi University had in 1939, 5OO Students for

the whole of Indo-China,; nOW it receives a tota.l

number of 26,OOO Students for North Vjetnam alone.

Many thousands of Vietnamese students a.nd post-

graduate students study in the Soviet Union, China
and other socialist countries. Every year there are
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nearly 3,5OO gradua.tes from various colleges and ins.

titutes. In [963 the vocational schooIs accounted for

4O,OOO Students attending regulaLr COurSeS aLnd e7′OOO

students who took refresher courses or correspondence

course, The technical aid of the socialist countries

remains important, but the D. R. V. can already ela-

borate many projects and build a certain number of

industrial enterprises by its own means. A State

Committee for Science and TechnoIogy wa.s set up at

the end of重958 to speed up scien捕c research and

technica,l development in many branches. In general

education there were　2,6oo,OOO PuPils and 68,OOO

teachers in [963・ Over one million grown-uPS attended

evening classes to perfect their general education.

Thus, thank to a relatively comprehensive system

of genera.l, VOCational and higher education, the

D.R.V. has succeeded in training an army of cadres

to meet the requirements of its national economy.

The shortage of cadres, eSPeCially highly qua舶ed

cadres, Still remains as requlrementS are grOWing with

the progress made in the economic build-uP. However

we have already aLt Our disposal a valuable technical

personnel and are resolute to make all・Out e債orts to

train as ma-ny Cadres as possible. The imperialist pow-

ers always hope that the colonized countries which

have won independence and which are devoid of all

material and technjcal means. and qualified personnel,

must sooner or later ask them for ca.pital, equipment,

technicians, and in this way they can continue to rule

over them as formcrly. The successcs scored in some

years by the D.R.V. have blasted these hopes as its
economic independence has become a well-eStablished
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StrOng弧d′living re寄lity ; we do ’n6t refuse at all the

technical, Ctlltural, and economic exchanges and t蛙

exchanges in technicians with the highly industrializ-

ed capitaIist countries, but we do this only on the

basi§ Of equality a.nd mutual respect for the natiohal

SOvereignty of each party.

5: Economic　読de〆)endence and

i初eγm〆onal 3 co-Oクeraiion

During the liberation war, the economy of the D.R.V.

Which relied on a ba.ckward agriculture, COuld main-

tain its independence in the conditions of an almost

COmPlete intematlOnal' isolation ; it is evidcnt that

Since the restoration of peace’With the building of a

modem economy’this autarchy imposed by war is no

Ionger possible. The building of an independent na-

tional economy does not only imply the liquidation of

all dependence on imperialism; it neither means a

recoil on itself with the interruption of economic rela-

tions with the rest of the world, nOr a unilateral

reliance on the brother countries of thc socialist camp

Without returning them anything. It neither consists

in establ王shing relations with the capitalist countries.

While remammg agriculturally backward so as indefi-

nitely to be an appendage of highly industrialized

CaPitalist countries.

′　After-the August r945 Revolution, the D.R.V. had

to take up arms to safeguard its political independ-

ence; this aLrmed struggle also safeguards its econo置

mic independer)Ce though the latter essentially relied

on a backward agriculture. At present, the D.R.V. is
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b扉lding iねnew econQmy in peace time (though Amei

rican aggression in the South has sのmeWhat impeded

its_ development) economic independence must be

ensured by the intrinsic strength of economy itself

(naturally without.neglecting the e鯖orts made in naっ

tionall defence to be∴always reaLdy to cope with any

aggression). This notion of economic independence

must be understood differently according to the rela-

tions with the imp申alist countries or with the brother

countries. With_regard to the imperialist camp headed

by the U.S・A・, eCOnOmic independence needs the im-

mediate liquidation of all economic privilegesl and

耽lations based on inequality巨he new relations must

be set up on the ba,Sis of complete equality and mu-

tual benefits・ Foreign trade being a state monQPOly,

it becomes impossible for the imperialist countries to

carry out aggressjon or sabotage through the channel

of economic relations.

With regard to the brother socialist countries・ the

problem is di債erent. Each country must not Only

define an independent national position within the

framework of international relation§’but also con-

tribute to mutual a.ssistance, fraternal co-OPeration

and division of labour within the socialist camp.

We also seek to develop relations of c,O-OPeration

and friendship with the independent Afro-Asian coun-

tries.

The national economy of each country must satisfy

the ever growing requirements of its own people on.

the- basis of its natural resources in the conditions of

its historical development. ln the D.R.V. freed from

t転i叩pe壇ist ycke to.embark on the socialist path’
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this historical development takes place according to

the universal laws of socialist revolution, in particulal

COnditions and under particular national forms ; there

are particular concrete conditions and a historic

COntinuity which we should take into consideration.

The D.R・V. ha.s inherited from the coIonial system a

COmPletely irrational and primitive social division of

labour, a backward agriculture, a Serious imbalance

between agriculturc and industry and a striking

antagonism between town and country, between the

lowland and the high land, between manual labour and

intellectual work and between productive activities

and non-PrOductive activities. These are characteristics

Of a coIonial and semi-feudal regime dependent on a

highly industrialized imperialist power. It is our duty

to liquidate these vestiges as rapid]y as possible.

At present the building of an independent national

economy must rely on a more rational new social

division of labour aiming at e鯖caciously utilizing the

natural resources and nationa=abour force, harmo-

niousIy developing agriculture and industry, Various

branches of economy and various reg]OnS’and bring-

ing about an increasing harmony between manual

labour and intellectual work.

A social division of labour is aIso necessary on the

intemational scale. In the imperialist system, this

division is spontaneous and practised after a long

historical process, reSulting in the formation of two

kinds of nations : the highly industrialized capitalist

nations occupying a dominating position and expIojt-

ing other countries on the one hand, and the agricuI-

tural dependent, backward and expIoited coIonized
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countries on the other. In the socialist camp, a nevy!

social division o=abour has taken place’based oh

proletarian internationa-ism’On the universal laws of

socialism and on principles absolutely new in the his-

tory ofhumanity. It is a division of labour in a com-

munity composed of independent and soverelgn nations

which co-OPerate With and help each other on the

same footing.

白The socia.1ist camp IS a SOCial, eCOnOmic and poli-

tical co血munity of free and sovereign peoples united

by the close bonds of intemational socialist solidarity’

by common interests and objectives′ and fo]lowing the

path of socialism and communism. It is an inviolable

law of the mutual relations between socialist coun-

tries strictly to adhere to the principle of Marxism-

Leninism and socialist internationalism. Every country

in the socialist camp IS enSured genuinely equal rights

and independence. Guided by the principles of com-

plete equality’mutual advantage and comradely mu-

tual assistance, the socialist states improve their

all-rOund economic, POlitical and cultural co-OPeration・

which meets both the interests of each socialist coun-

try and those of the socialist camp as a Whole.,’

(StateInent Of the Meeting of Repre-
sentatives of the Communist and Work-

。rS・ Pa.ti。S, Moscow, November 196o〉

without standing apart from the rest of the world′

the D.R.V. constitutes an independent economic unit’

which does not let itself invoIve spontaneously in the

meshes of the division of labour of the imperialist
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SyStem; neither does it dissoIve itself in the commu_

nity of socialist countries and become merely a spe-

ふalized region within a single multi-nationaI socialist

State. In its own interests and the interests of the

Whole camp it participates rationally and e範ciently

in the international divjsion of labour in the socialist

CamP Only on condjtion of having built a mtional

economy baLSed on a, rational socia.1 division of labour

Within the fra.mework of its national territory. On

the other hand, in the present conditions, Within the

mutual assistance and international co-OPeration esta`

blished within the socialist camp, a backward country

like Vietnam relying mainly on its own efforts can

Carry Out within its national framework a. new social

division of la’bour’rid itself as rapidly as possible of

the fomer bonds of economic dependence on the ca-

Pitalist world・ and build an independent modem

eCOnOmy ・

Despite the most valuable and disinterested aid

granted by the socialist camp the under-developed

COuntries still ha.ve to follow the hard road of build_

1ng a relatively comprehensive national industry

and an independent national economy. Indeed this aid

COnStitutes a new important fact in the worId history,

and creates favourable conditions for the development

Of backward countries. However we cannot infer that

the strenuous effort of these nations will be no more

necessary’and that the hasty specialization of a coun-

try like the D.R・V. in certain agricultural activities

Or in mi【1ing言s the best solution.

The D. R. V. has received from other socialist

COu塙ries’e響)eCially the Soviet Union and China, an

】璃

important generous and disinterested a,id ; its people

and its leaders have never ceased to show their

gratitude to the brother countries which have always

SuPPOrted it in its hard work of building a modern

eCOnOmy・

However, neither the brother countries nor Vietnam

have ever conceived this aid a’s a,11owing Vietnam to

do without the arduous and sustained e鱈orts it has to

make, and to press for a ha.sty =integra,tion’’of the

D R.V. in the world socialist economic system or in

a no less uncerta.in ``specialization’’. Quite the contra-

ry. A survey on the aid given by the socialist coun-

tries to the D.R"V. shows that this aid is to help our

COuntry build up a relatively comprehensive national

industry. If the Soviet Union helped the D.R.V. to

build a modem engineering plant in Hanoi and China

the Thai Nguyen Iron and Steel Complex… it is pre-

Cisely to enable the D.R.V. set up for itself aL rela-

tively comprehensive industry and an independent

national economy.

In the technica「field, the aid given by the brother

COuntries helps the D.R.V. avoid long and fruitless

gropmg and enables it to make immediate use of the

most advaneed techniques. In the financia=ield. in

the first post-War yearS thanks to their gifts, and at

PreSent tO their long-term loans at low interest rates

the other socialist countries have relieved to some

extent and especially in the first period, the e鱒orts

that the VietnameSe PeOPle have to make for accu-

mulation and investment. This fruitful co-OPeration

does not cease to develop and cement further the ties1
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of friendship between the D・R.V. and the whole social-

ist camp. For a certain time, `this co-OPeration seemed′

to be at first sight a one-Way CO-OPeration for the

D.R.V. received but did not give; SuCh a view was

in fact superficial・ Even in the economic and scienti-

fic or technical field, When admitting in a new mem-

ber, how small or insu航ciently developed it ma.y be・

the socialist camp sees its field of action broaden and

its possibilities increase with the addition of the whole

potential of this country. Homogeneous in its basic

structures, the socia-1ist camp gains to be varied as

possible in its component pa.rts. It must be conceived

not as an artificially uniform entity in which the

member nations Iose their originality in a pre-COnCeiv-

ed =system”’but as a concert to which each nation

adds its original note and its specific weight to con-

tribute to the might and harmony of the whole camp.

Consequently it ma.tters for the D.R.V’tO rely on

the socialist camp and its fratemal aid言n order to

advance more rapidly, and vice-VerSa tO make contri-

bution to the common e鱒ort and not to rely entirely

on the brother countries for each and every industrial

product. The question is to overtake as rapidly as

possible the advanced countries in order to co-OPerate

more fruitfully with the other socialist countries, and

tothis end,there is no other way than to build up a.n

independent and modern national economy based on

a developed industry with heavy industry as a requl-

site foundation.

There is no contradiction between independent na-

tional development and international co-OPeration ;

national independence does not mean autarchy and

154

international co-OPeration does not spare us the e鯖ort

to build a national economy with a relatively com-

prehensive heavy industry as its ba.sis. Some people

think that our country can devote itself to tropicql

agriculture and to some most lucrative industrial

branches in order to produce goods to be exchanged for

machines aLnd other equipment from the brother coun-

tries or other industrial powers. To conceive economic

independence as autarchy is to show a bigoted jin-

goism’and wil1 1ead national’economy to a deadlock’

whereas a hasty =specialization,, will result in creat-

ing an unbalanced economy’ PreVenting us from

making all-Out e鮮orts, thus reducing the capacities

of our country and slackening its rhythm of develop-

ment.

After the August Revolution’by relying first on

their own efforts the Vietnamese people succeeded in

conducting the yar for national liberation to victory ;

at present′ With the same spirit’and striving to make・

the best use of the aid and co-OPeration within the

socialist camp, they are building a modern socialist

economy. This is the most valuable lesson drawn by

the D.R.V. from its history and on this path it will

continue to march forward.
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CHAPTER V

POL霊TICAL LEVERS

When one concretely examines the questions con-

fronting a colonial and semi-feudal country which

WantS tO build an independent and modern naしional

economy, One is dismayed by the scope of d瓶culties

↓and the complexity of problems・ The best policies and

the best conceived plans would remain dead letter if one

COuld not mobi]ize su飴cient forces to uproot the old

and construct the new. However these obstacles are

POt insurmountable: “Give me a good lever, ” said

Archimedes, = a,nd I will lift the world. ’’

The Ievers of economic building are nothing but

the political forces one can or cannot mobilize, and

the success or failure of economic programmes depends

less upon the experts’caLIculations tha,n uPOn the po-

1itical cadres’e鱒orts to convince and mobilize the FO-

Pulation. Here is an example taken from the Rcsist-
ance War: it is good for a govemment which comes

into office to issue a national currency, but how to

lnSPlre COnfidence and persuade those who keep a

1う6

CurrenCy they are accustomed to, a’Cur書ency guaranteed

by the economic powcr and the gold reserves of “a

great imperialist country, into getting rid o=t to
accept the notes issued by a newly set up govemment

whi℃h has neither gold nor weapons, likely to be

sm料hed by its enemies.

Ånother example in the stage of industrialization :

how to fix a fair price for agricultural goods? A fair

Price is that which takes into account both the interest

Of the peasants, the producers, and that of the workers-

and the customers and affords the state the possi-

bility of investing in industry as well as in agricul-

ture. A fair price must be based on rational relations-

between consumption and accumulation’ between

agriculture and industry, between the workers and the

PeaSantS’between the state and the people. The

question is thus transposed into the politica.1 field ‥ is

the peasant producer to see only his immediate mate-

ria=nterests, mOCking at every prospect’Whatever

CaPitalist or socialist, impervious to every idea’Or

can we trust him, and start with the idea that we

can′ by an appropriate politicaL! and ideoIogical educa-

tion and mobilization, make him accept prices below

those of the =free’’market, =unfair’’prices in the

speculators’ eyes but　=fair’’ prices if we replace

them into the framework of the socialist building and

Of the policy of industriaLlization’taking into consi-

deration both the present time and the future?

We have taken these two examples which seemingly

belong to = pure '’economics, but in truth regarding

ev8ry eCOnOmic policy or measure’ the solution

depends e§Sentially upon the politica‘l levers we
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have-Or reCkon to have - in hand. The sharpest

Critics have not hindered the Vietnamese hational

economy to make progress’ their authors having

not taken any account of the forces that a genuinely

democratic regime can mobilize. The fundamcntal

question which comes up丘rst is‥ tO What extent

does a state which issues the currency, holds the

important mechanisms of the economy, fixes the

PrlCeS and wages, finances the ma]Or WOrks and calls

On the people to make e雄orts and sacrifices, enjoy the

PeOPle’s con丘dence? To what cxtent can it co-Ordinate

all the forces of the nation for the common cause?

The characteristic of the government of the D.R.V.

bom of the August 1945 Revolution, is to origina.te

from the popula.r movement itself, tO be able to rely

directly upon thc popular masses and so be a.nimated

with the firm will to work in the interest of the

POPulation. Therefore, in the most di飴cult circums-

tances while the relation of forces seemed quite to

the advantage of the enemy who succeeded in block-

ading it quite completely this state was able to main-

tain its independence-and work out a long-term POlicy

aimed at completely liquidating imperialist economic

domination. A falsely popular state, deprived of

material means・ is always likely to be lured by the

imperialists’fallacious promises ; and at grips with

the countless di範culties which assail it a‘ neWly inde-

Pendent country often indulges in compromises with

the imperialists and neo-COIonialists.

What with producing under the enemy,s repeated
Shellings, What with healing the war scars or what

With carrying out socialist industria,lization in order

ま58

to build the material and technical basis of socialism,

in all circumstances the government of the D' R. V.

has always enjoyed the confidence of the people as a.

whole.

The more modemiz^ed the national economy’the

more decisive the role of the state: the latter must

protect the new economy aga.inst all attempts at

sabotage of reactionary elements backed by imperi-

alism and at the same time put into operation

more and more complex mechanisms. The vigilance’

honesty, SPirit of sacrifice, teChnical abilities and

creative spirit of the o航cials bらcome essential factors

without which no country could aLdvance in the path

of building an independent national economy.

★

Thus from the start the question arises of the ”a初re

o/ Jhe siaie : national and popular, Or anti-national and

anti-POPu-ar汀he movement which brought the govem-

ment of the D.R.V. to power was the outcome of the

protracted struggle waged by the Vietnamese people

throughout 8o years of coIonial regime. The Viet-

namese people had time and again risen up to fight

coIonialism, but it was only in 1945 tha.t it succeeded

in founding a national and people’s democratic

govemment.

After the August Revolution and during thc Wa,r Of

Resistance this state assumed the role of a worker-

peasant dictatorship’in the present period of sociaLlist

construction # &SSumeS !he hisiorJcal γOIc ol aクγOleiaria"

diciaioγShiP, Creating the socialist regimc in North
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Vietnam as a s。l遺basis for the stmggle to reunify

the country. It is a genuinely democratic reglme’1n-

comparably more democratic than a.ny bourgeois re-

gime because it is a state practising a broadest demo-

cracy towards the workers and the peasa‘ntS’the la-

bouriIlg PeOPle as a whole’b-1t a Sta.te Carrying out an

impla,Cable dictatorship against the enemies of the

people, the counter-reVOlutionaries who sabotage

socialist construction and the struggle for national

reunification.

This people,s democratic state which has such a

class nature has become the best lever for the build-

ing of an independent national economy. One can

rightly say that the relation between the political

reglme and the economic building is the relation bet-

ween the problem of political independence and that

of economic independence. An independent economy

cannot be built spontaneously言f economic independ-

ence constitutes the basis for political independence,

the latter is the necessary prerequisite of any economic

independence. The decisive factor for the building

of an independent na’tional economy is a genuinely

revolutionary political regime. The D.R・V. is a revo-

lutionary state, reSOlutely anti-imperialist’thoroughly

national and people’s democratic’a State devoted to

socialist construction and national reunification, a'

state which unswerving-y upholds a policy of unshak.

able solidarity between the socialist countries accord-

ing to the principles of proletarian internationalism

and which firmly supports the national-1iberation

struggle of all Asian’African and Latin American

countries. With regard to the Afro - Asjan countries

書60

母uggling for political oreconomic independeme’this・

state practises a policy of friendship’CO-OPeratidn

and peace while unceasingly smashing all the aLggreSSive

schemes o筆U. S, imperialism which has become an

・・international gendarme一,・ Such a §tate’is the firmest

guarantee and at the same time the primaI.y COn-

dition for the building of an independent national

eCOnOmy.

One of the essentiaI factors of the might of the state

is the ”a訪ol頼信I毒0" O声he鋤訪r` Pco〆e who give

their alトout support to the government,s policy・ The

Workers・ Party and President Ho Chi Minh have

persistently educated the Vietnamese people in

this spirit of national、一union and followed a policy of

united national front. At present the Fatherland Front

rallies in the northem zone of the country all social

classes: WOrkers, PeaSantS, intellectuals, ‘ Petty

bourgeois′ national bourgeois, PrOgreSSive守erSOnal_

ities, religious communities言national minorities

and relies upon the worker-PeaSa.nt ・alliance. The

cement of this union is the politicaI and moraL

unity of theつnation’Which has been strengthened

sinoe the socialist transformation of economic

structures was satisfactorily carried. out; the

exploitation of man by man being abolished′ lthe

labouring pec‘Ple’nO癖the actual masters of the coun-

try子are building IleW ・social relations・ relations・ Of

co-OPeration in production’ fraternity in political

Struggle and daily. 1ife.

The nature of the regime and of the state has

enabled the development of a 6road cm寂a訪o” mめe-

m訪, Patriotic in the first stage’then patriotic and

書餌



socialist. During the Resistance President Ho Chi

Minh had called on the entire populatiori to

emulate to win victory, Which had got an

enthusiastic answer. In the period of socialist build-

ing’this patriotic and socialist emulation gets a rich

COntent : improvement of technique’rationalization

of labour, raise of productivity. Patriotism ahd

socialist enthusiasm, SPirit of self-Sa’Crifice and initia-

tive are the moral bases which enable the Vietnamese

people to endure hardships and overcome all obstacles.

During the Resista.nce War′ by countless initiatives・

the workers, PeaSantS, Small handicraftsmen and

intellectuals succeeded in coping with the shortage of

Of、 raW materials, maChines and technical knowledge

to supply the people’s army and meet the requlre'

ments of the population. At the risk of their lives

the state economic and　丘nancial cadres c91lected

taxes, did battle against the enemy’s currency or

controlled commerce. The top-ranking state lead-

ers set examples by observing a strictest economy.

growing foodヰrOPS and vegetables partly to sa,tisfy

their needs in foodstu鯖s. This general mobilization in

the economic field enabled us to hold on and even-

tua11y to win. This broad patriotic emulation move-

ment and this tradition of e債ort and self-SaCrifice of

the entire people have conti叩ed under other forms

Since the restoration of peace and manifest themselves

at present by a new blossoming in all branches of the

national economy On the basis of a new socialjst

But national union and patriotic emulation do not

SerVe aS SmOke・SCreen tO eSChew class antagonisms

16な

and class siruggle・ Led by the working cla.ss the

National Front relies upon the worker-PeaSant alliance

a.nd the D.R.V. since its founding has immediately

taken measures in favour of the workers and peasants.

It is not only a nationa‘l state but also clearly a

people,s democratic one. We have seen how by a
series of gradual measures the Vietna.mese state has

first restricted the privileges of landlords actually to

start a radica,1 agrarian reform; We have a.lso seen

how since the period of democratic revolution the

Vietnamese state has not engaged in the capitalist

road but has laid the foundations of future socialism.

The building of an independent national economy has

been stimulated both by a resolute national will and a

not less resolute will of people’s democracy・

From the start this road has been a宣so one of

sha.rp and complex class struggle. National struggle

is cIosely related to class struggle’tO nationa=ibe-

ration, tO the liberation of the la.bouring masses. With

the socialist revoIution the problem is =who will

win?”, CaPitalism or socialism? The question is to

smash the anti-reVOlutionary schemes of the U.S・

imperialists and their agents’and the resistance of

a small section of the urban bourgeoisie and the rich

peasantry opposed to socialism; the question is to

restrict, tO OuSt, and in the end, tO SuPPreSS the bour-

geois economy and the capitalist expIoitation by a

peaceful socialist transforma’tion of bourgeois and rich

peasants ; the question is to lead the peasants on the

roaLd of co-OPerative economy’tO eliminate the spon-

taneous tendency of the small individual production

to capitalism. This class struggle is waged in all
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fields, POlitical, eCOnOmic and ideoIogical, a’nd has

PrOVed hard and complex.

Since |961 When the socialist transformation of the

bourgeoisie and the peasantry had won a decisive

Victory, this class struggle has gone on but under new

forms, and it will surely continue during the whole

Period of transition to socialism during which the

SOciety develops and adva.nces within the framework

of the　血ndamental contradiction between the two

roads of development, SOCialism and capitalism.

Throughout the coIonial regime, the Vietnamese

PeOPle had.struggled not only to win nationa=nde-

Pendence but a]so to create conditions for a modem-

iza,tion of their eccmomy, SOCial structures and culture.

1One cannot dissociate their na,tional will from their

will of renoval.ion.

When peace was restored and the war scars hea.led,

the whole country was faced with the question of the

Way tO Choose to build a modem national tconomy

and culture. Ca-Pitalism or socialism, the question is

no Ionger theoretical and abstract but becomes a

PraCtical and concrete option. The choice of socialism

Clashes with the interests of a small bourgeois stra-

tum so　ぬr rallied to the Resistance, but for the

WOrkers and peasants and the progressive intel!ec-

tuals, tO define a clear and scientific socialist pros-

PeCt is to give a new content to the patriotic mettle.

The capital of con亀dence and enthusiasm raised by

the war for national liberation must have new sour-

CeS, ’OnCe independence won back and peace restored.

:One can ‘aSk the people to display a.1l-Out energy and

’蘭鴎

endure hardships only when the prospects’WayS and

mea.ns to build the future a.re clearly defined.

Thus as Jdeological slγuggle is waged every day, a

Struggle between on the one hand the capitalist and

petty bourgeois ideoIogy born of the small individual

production and the survivals of the bourgeoisie inside

the country, and of the influence of the intemational

bourgeoisie and imperialism which seek by all means

to sabotage and hinder the revolution′ and on the

Other hand the socialist ideology which expresses the

aspirations of the working class and labouring people

to build a just and rational society freed from the

expIoitation of ma.n by man. On the national scale

as in each factory, agricultura.l co-OPerative, the ideo-

logical struggle goes on, the more so hard and com・

Plex as the material and technica.1 basis inherited

from the old regime is insignificant and small non

mechanized production prevails in most economic

SeCtOrS.

One can say that due to a persistent struggle and a

PerSeVering effort of education the choice of socialism

has become an idea. of the masses in the D.R.V. Pa輸

triotic emulation and nationa] spirit continue to

iI?SPire the workers but with a new conteIlt; the

consciousness of building socialism, Of participating

in a work which not only concems the future of the

country but also deeply engages the whole mankind・

To bring into play the motive of cla,SS Struggle within

the framework of the struggle for nationa1 1iberation,

to start from democratic and a.nt主feudal claims to

come to socia」ism, SuCh is the red thread which

runs through the Vietnamese revolution‘ W皿e the
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巨eopieIs democratic stat.e, bom of the August I945

Revolution, is its tool, One CannOt however consider

this sta,te aS the prime mover of the revolutionary

movement. The state constitutes the essential me-

Chanism to carry out revolutionary tasks and organize

the people in the struggle to attain its objectives

and overcome aLll the difficulties which crop up.

During the war years言t was necessary at every

moment, in every group, in every individua.1 to fight

defeatism, rOuSe the spirit of fierce struggle, inspire

COnfidence, Clearly show the prospects and dispel the

feaLr Of imperialist forces equipped with ultra-mOdem

WeaPOnS. Since the restoration of peace, the imperial-

ists and feudalists have ha.d no more chance of

WreSting back power and the popular masses have

adopted socialism as their future goal・ There still

however remains the long-term WOrk of mobilization

and educaLtion, at al=evels, tO WOrk out in detail the

new structures of society, tO rid the organizations and

individuals finally of the ha.bits bequeathed by millen-

niums of individuaI work and the survivals of the old

SOCiety.

To build socialism, it is necessary first of a,ll to

mould the men of socialism with socialist ideoIogy

and ethics. We must instil into the entire people a

new spirit based on genuine patriotism allied to pro-

letarian intemationaIism. We must ceaselessly develop

and strengthen the spirit of national pride, the deter-

mination to rely on one,s own e揮orts and oppose

any lmPeralist attempt at domination, the conscious-

ness of being the master of the na.tion, love for la-

bour, hatred of expIoitation. A new ethics comes into
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existence and flourishes on the basis o主the cdncept

・・ everyone for all’a11 for everyone ,, on the national

plane as we11 as on the international one, PerSOnal

interest falls in line with and submits to co11ective

interest ; Patriotism blends with proletarian intema.一

tionalism, Clear of any chauvinism.

★

The state has been able to play its role in the

D.R.V. precisely because it is ;ed by /he Partγ 0月he

ze’Or脇g class, ’hc協e初am Woγ居crs, Pariy z‘′九ich Gs Jhe

クo徹cal core o声he率Ople’s democraiic di脇oγShiク・ A

genuine workers・ party armed with Marxism-Leninism’

having half a mi11ion resolute and faithful members’

with President Ho Chi Minh, a deeply beloved and

venerated leader at its head, and having a glorious

past of over 3O yearS Of heroic struggle’the Workers’

Party has won the confidence of the entire people

which gives it an invincible force. Since its founding

(February 193O)言t has raised aloft the banner of na-

tional independence and socia.1ism ; it has become the

only driving force of the whole nation and led the

people from victory to victory. It is a I)a.rty reSOlutely

faithful to the interests of the working class and of

the Vietnamese nation, Struggling firmly for socialism’

national reunification, PeaCe a.nd fraternity among

the peoples of the world.

The Workers, Party has won this role of lea’der and

sole organizer of the Vietnamese revolution, because it

is a genuinely Marxist⊥eninist party’becanse it has

firmly mainta,ined and strer)gthened its unity’because
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it is cIosely connected with the popular masses and

has known how, On the basis of Marxism-Leninism,

to ally the rigour of principles to dialectical flexibility,

Which is the fruit of a profound study of national

Particularities and the particularities of each revolu-

tionary stage.

It has known how correctly to ally class struggle

With the struggle for nationa‘l independence (political

and economic), thus ensuring an organic liaison be-

tween the national struggle and the class struggle, be-

tween the work of national liberation and that of

liberation of the labourmg PeOPle and productive

forces.

It has known how to carry out both its anti-impe-

rialist and anti-feudal tasks, and once the national

and people’s democra'tic stage ach三eved in the north-

em half of the country言t has been able to lead

this part directly into the socialist road, While the

national-democratic revolution is carried on in the

SOuthern half′ thus correctly associating the two stra-

tegic ta.sks of the Vietnamese revolution.

It haLS known how satisfa.ctorily to solve the peas-

ant problem and clearly to realize that the peasant-

I.y COnStitutes the greatest force of the revolution in

an essentially agricultural country言n the national

democratic stage as in the sociaしist one, and it has

known how ceaselessly to cement the worker葛PeaSant

a11iance’basis of the na.tional front and of the peo・

Ple’s democratic dictatorship.

It has known how to rally all patriotic and progres-

Sive forces in a united nationaI front, On the basis of
(
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the worker-PeaSant allia,nCe’and build a people,s de-

mocratic state, an eSSentiaJl inst則ment Of the revolu-

tion, aSSuming the role of worker-PeaSant dictatorship

during the national and people,s democratic stage and

that of proletarian dictatorship during the socialist

S†age・

It has known how clearly to discern the enemies of

the revolution, COnCentrating its e鱒orts against the

main enemy at each stage and considering U.S・ impe-

rialism the present enemy number one. Moreover’at

each stage, the Vie七nam Workers′ Party has known

when necessary how to make use of the internal con-

tradictionS of the imperialist camp to the advantage

of the Revolution.

From the outset it has known how to organize

the armed forces born of the tabouring masses, a tOOI

of the armed struggle and of the armed insurrection

for the conquest of power.

During the Resistance′ it has known howto combine

the forms of a.rmed, POlitical a.nd economic struggle

to safeguard national independence. In the course of

socialist building it has known how to co-Ordinate the

work of transformation of economic structures with

that of construction, the economic work with the

work in other fields. Il has known how to carry out

the socialist building in the North while taking into

consideration the Struggle for nationaI reunification.

工t has always regarded as of utmost importance the

solidarity between the socialist countries’between the

di債erent Marxist-Leninist parties, On the basis of

Marxist principles and proletarian intema‘tionalism ;
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the solidarity between the socialist camp, the move-

ment for mtiona‘=iberation a.nd the workers・ move_

ment in the capitalist countries; it is this inter_

national solidarity which vouches for the victory of

the Vietnamese revolution as well as of the world

In order that the leadership of the Party may be

COntinuously strengthened we consider as fundamentaI

tasks the building and strengthening of the Party,

the education of ltS members in proletarian ideoIogy,

the imer - Party stmggle aLgainst all infuence of

bourgeois and petty- bourgeois ideo萱ogy and the

Strugg]e to uproot the survivals of feudaI and all

Other non-PrOletarian ideologies・

To inculcate and strengthen the conception of

building an independent national economy needs

PerSeVering ideoIogical work within the Party and

among the working masses, PreVenting all erroneous

and one-Way understanding of this notion of econo-

mic independence言hus safeguarding the purity of

Marxism-Leninism by firmIy struggling agajnst all

influence of revisionism’main danger of the interna-

tional communist movement, and at the same time

against dogmatism and sectarianism. All these devia-

tions are contrary to the Marxist concept of cconomic

independence and equally detrimental to our bullding

an independent national economy and a socia.]ist

economy tha.t can most e塙cientIy contribute to

international co-OPera.tion, tO the might of the whole

SOCialist camp and to the consolidation of world

PeaCe・

(
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The existence of a genuinely Marxist-Leninist party

built on these principles constitutes the best guarantee

for the building of a national and independent econ-

Omy advancing toward socialism・

★

Long and arduous is the road which leads a coIonial

and semi-feudal country with a backward agriculture

to economic independence and socialism. However

this task is not only indispensable but also quite

workable.

The experience of Vietnam has shown that a small

people relying mainly on its own e鯖orts has been

able, in a long and hard war, tO Check the onslaught

of two powerful imperialisms. In the present circums-

tances, Still re】ying on its own efforts’but also

backed by the other socialist countries and enjoying

the sympathy of all Asian, African and Latin Ameri-

can countries and of all peace-1oving people’ the

Vietnamese people has been able to embark directly

on the socialist road without passing through the stage

Of capitalist development.

This road is undoubtedly difficult but it is the

only just, the most rapid and the least onerous. In

the present conjuncture favourable data are not

lacking and the D.R.V. can look forward to the future

with confidence.
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