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NEw STEPS IN THE COOPERATIVIZATION MOVEMENT AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTION IN OUR COUNTRY 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese Nov 81] pp 1-5 

‘Article by Pham Van Dong. Capitalized passages published in boldface] 

‘Texte’ The implementation of the new contractual system in agricultural yperatives has 

had a positive effect on promoting the development of production anchas vielded encouraging 

results in the last Sth-month spring crop season. Facts have shown chat the new cont rac- 
4 

tual system marks a new developmental step in the cooperativization movement chat is 

-loeeiv linked to the development of agricultural production in our countrv. 

} THEORETICAL ANT PRACTICAL MEANING AND IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESENT CONTRACTUAL MOVEMENT 

; | 4 ws 4 ale’ * a ." ‘ae Recently, the 1ew contractual rovement has developed very quickiv and broadiv, mobilizing 

millions of peasants to engage enthusiastically in production. They have worked in an 
‘ 

Jj 

na spirit of real mastery and with a interested, voluntary and sel* ascious manner 

seething impetus. this is a tass revolutionary movement in agrt sltural production. 

ee should continu study 4 discover new ways to further enrich this revolutionary 

sampaign theoretical.v a practicaliv As Lenin said: The revolution ts a festival and 

an undertaking of the masses Tce effect ts described by Karl Marx as follows: Once 

great concepts have inpregnatec broei segmen's of che masses, they will generate a great 

tncible material force. We suet adopt «a proper attitude to direct this seething 

evO.ulionary movement which ts taking piece in all the rural areas of our country. The 

aeneral public expects the new contractual ma vement in agricultural cooperatives to 

manifest the soctalisc revolution in the courtryside. I[t ie viecally significence in both 

the ghort and long terne Tt ia closely .inved with che entire process of advancing 

‘owatc improving the msnagement and organiegetion of cooperatives and perfecting the soctal- 

~ re.at.i ons in the countryside, contributes to the development of agricultura! 
ction; and is ingenarable from the socieliet revolutionary cause of our entire country. 

Tye new contract movement hes raised many new problems with respect to the management and 
‘tRanigation of cooperatives, to specialized and intensive cultivation, to technical 

sspment ame Co the materia!) anu technical tases of cooperatives. These ere problems 
4 ‘ we 7.90 De aware of and aust urgent!y resolve as demanded by the people. 

same Cime, we Gust Pav Che uttest atteaticn to overcoming the unavoidable errors 
Nortcomings as weil as the difficuleies and complexities facing a sovement that is 

ploping at @ fast rate and on a large scale in (ifferent regions of the country (includ- 
w these .oca.ittes where agricultural cooperativization is being carried out along with 
e development of agricultural production). We must face the facet that the new contrac- 

a. svetem has been implementec improperly, voorly and even erroneousiv in some localities, 
ving some adverse effects e€ Bust promptly detect these shcrtcomings and errors and 
p the unite involved overcome them, permitting all localities and cooperatives to advance 

‘*raly ia the elatic direction. 



: j ‘ evoiuti in Guct mh reé:ations, wnl pt $2@i onnectec wit 

e Je t of tive forces, the ideclogical and culturai revolution which cannorc 

e belitctls scleatific and technica: revolution, the key of the three revolution 

We must cleariv s larify this patter i: order to enrich the theoretical and practic 

aspects of ¢ nes Ntract movement in agricuiture 

Second, e new coatra movement in agriculture is linked to a verv important policy of 

our part implement the socialist collective mastery of the laboring people Fact 

have shown that wherever the new contractual system is isuplemented well, the socialist 

collective master > the laboring people there is gradually manifested and the masses are 

liberates trom ‘ties’ anc restrictions in order to truly exercise their mastery over produ 

tion ane cistribution t must be stressed here that mastery means sccialist collective 

master’ Some comraces, nevertheless, are still worriec that the conc!usic f contracts 

with individual workers woul] risk leading the movement toward individualisa. Ina a a] 

ist society anc in the prese: ment of agricultural cooperativization in our country - 

especialiv in the north wher ativizacica has been ipplemented for several years now 

iaectives and iadividua.s s€iv cooperates with ea other Co grow at the same 

tin Cllectives here 4 many fndividua's but are the sum total of soctalist 

ner mcie Ho once taught us: There must be socialist men before socialism can be built 

che movement for tracts wi groups of sorier gd individual rkhers in agricu!- 

ra. <ccoperat guided and admirisrered well, it wiil certainiv give « 

: tless urbe : 134 e em «SO aFe attac t sr beautiful socialist lie 

ind regime in the ess of building socia.iss ivance ward eounisma, indi: 

fevelopment is a mdition for collective developrent we not worried at all abo 
: 

e Surge forward and growth and the heightening stancard oi srevensive knowledge o! 

sle living under a socialist regize On ft contrary, this is what we vant and thin- 

f é and che with a view to creating the »ecessarv favorabie sitions for such e 

evelopment 

$s epirit, tne new neractual evstem ir agriculturas : ; os must be consicers 

, stage of a revolutionary course » .ch Leads to e inpr ent, developmre: 

: wr fe f sroducticn relations and or ductive forces ;hese are verv necessar 

4 vee nt Crucla 

cis a of strategic significance ¢ ae districts the vital areas in whic t 
ty anc state ca sild cocperatives end ac e.erate agriculture, productior 

rt is vitel for ue to build districts into ar as where the oroduction, cistridution a 

station of grain, foodstuffs and certain ses of consumer goods under district 

acagement ~ill be implemented. This is to e able ‘istricts to satisfv to the highest 
seatee possible the needs of the local people of v "8 strete For us, this is the 

ee rational econem! rocees to be imp.lemen'edc in~mediateiy and ) .ong-temm dasis 

chis spirit, we must regulate distribution and circulation on @ oreovincial scale 

t ai ietricte muvee fulff.l their eb -igaticns toward te s° is-a-vis the 

cas of acoés, especiaisy grain aad odetu. fs this inevitabie rtrd 2 a’ 

should noe de treated Jight, fi. nhrough ‘heee activities can districts gradua.l 

pusrentee end i~prove the well-being of their pecp.e it s 1¢ Se ncted that on s*e° 

tstrices fulfill ehetr cSltgations more satic factor! toward ¢ state im the iter 

srevide erain and foodsrcuff{s more satisfactor: lv for sne peop.e in varicus ee a 

s:ecialiy for cadres, worners, scoidiers and ‘"eir dependents By satisfe ’ a 

“gp out these tasks, we will be adie to build @ stable econo™ anc ¢ wis wil 

able us encrat sa eccemplishinge man’. essentia. tasks if a.se of a 

soclalietr industrielizgation and defending the socialist catner.anc 
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people has the task of tully developi @ the role played by the highest state executive 

agency of the people in the eliort to strergtien anc perfect the system of collective 
*. 

ownership, implement the new Constitu:ion and establisning a system of laws in order 

to conmcretize the Constitution. 

At the sirst session of the 7’tn Legis ature of the National Assembly, General Secretary 

e Duan, rehalf o ty, said: 

“Strengthening the t system ,aw is a pressing requirement in increasing 

t management effecti , of the svate, upholding the right of collective ownership 

the people and fulfftiling the func fons of the dictatorship of the prea s 

This requires that we urgently build, supplement and gradually perfect our state’ 

stem of law, especiaily tne system >of economic law, to insure that the implementation 

the basic tasks that fave been set forth is supported well."(1) 

for tne country ls large- cale work that encompasses many fields of 

tivity in the realms of both tneory and practice. it is based on the needs of 
we revolution in each stage of nisto-cy, reflects tne nature of the party and the 

lass, is of nigh scientific nature and, at the same tine, reflects the natioral 

Traditions of Metnan. Only by makin. iaws is it possible to meet the needs of 

building soolaiism and protecting the socialist fatherland 

Jur logisiative work is celng carried out under conditions in whien our country is 

advancing from a. economy in whicn smdl-scale produczion ‘esheatiaten to socialissz 

iithout experlencing the stage of cap talist development. in addition, our country 

nly recently wor total independence. The entire country has been in the period of 

ransition tor saightly more than © years. Tnerefore, the transition to socilalisa 

in Vietnam involves special difficult es and the tasks of transformation and buildin 
ire more complex. These tremendous 4a fficulties and these new factors nave greatly 
nfluenced the work of making unified and socialist laws. 

S$ regards the state, Marxism-Leninis: and the realities of the world revolution 
ave long confirmed that in the perio: of transition to socialism, the state can and 
iS8t Oe 2 dictatorship of the proletasiat state. 

5 
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economy has no roots in tne old society. Within the overall systeu cf law of the 

entire country, the system of legal law occupies an especially important posit 

The resolution of the 4th Party Congress and many resolutions of the Party Central 

Committee have stressed this point. Over the past several years, when delving into 
the work of building the socialist economy, we have been increasingly ham ound by 

the lack of a system of economic law. 

& 

ourthly, we must draft laws for combating negative phenomena, A universal 

attuatl on diring the pexiod of transition is the existence of many negative phnenomeras 

they have their origins in the old so:iety and have deveicped and, in particular, 

become complex as a result of our lacx of management experience. 

{in Vietnam, capitalism did not reach a high stage of development but the compradore 

bourgeoisie is very reactionary. Together with the ills left behind by the neo- 

colonialist system of the Americans and the puppets in the South, the decadent tricks 

of the bourgeoisie and imperialists are very numerous: profiteering, } noarding, 

ey fraud, disruption of the market, the manufacture of fake goods, etc. 

Misappropriation, the theft of socialist property and the theft of property belonging 

tc citizens are also rather ‘idespread. 

There are also more than a few remnants of the feudal mode of prod. 

conservativisn, selfishnesss, narrowmindedness and a desir P 

privileges. 

However, even more persistent, even more difficult to transform are the rudiments 

that give rise to new negative phenomena, which might be the result of the adverse 

influence of smali-scale production. These are petty ways of thinking, the habit 

of doing as one sees fit, the lack of organization anc discipline, anarchy, seeking 

personal gain and turning public property into private property. 

The development of these negative phenomena in recent years within our country has 

been the combined result of many factcrs added together. ) x 

Un this basis, we realize even more that a law against negative phenomena must 

occupy a Suitacle position within our system of law. This law will be an effective 

weapon whereby we ca: struggle against negative phenomena and gradually eradicate or 
‘mit them to the lowest possible level. 

Of course, we must also have laws periaining to national defense, security and 

socialist construction in the fields of ideology, culture and society, which every 

ocialist country must have. 

wever, due to the special circumstances of Vietnam, circumstances in which we are 

peace but face the possible outbreak of a war and in which the Beijing expansionists 
and the U.S. imperialists together with the international re actionary powers are 
wursuing sinister schemes against Vietnam, against the socialist countries, it is 
yen more neceasary for us to show special concern for drafting laws on 
‘efense, security and fighting the reactionary and hecadant culture. 

4 

na tional 



In our age, the drafting of laws has vecome a science. The laws of our state must 

highly reflect the nature of the party and be highly scien tific in nature. These 

two aspects do not contradict each otner in any way, rather, they are very closely 

ne ] the party is the soul of the law. All five ot the types of laws that 

we draft must thoroughly reflect the line and viewpoints of the party. If we stray 

iyom this line, the law will lose its direction. 

Moreov or laws must also reflect the characteristics of the nation. Because, tne 

losely linked to society, to man, to the way of thinking, to the lifestyle 

ot a nation. To build the new, the progressive and combat the reactionary and 

the caccward, we must do so on the basis of Vietnamese society, Vietnamese man. 

Thorougniy imbued with the line and viewpoints of the party, with a firm grasp of 

the sclence of law, with a firm grasp of the characteristics of Vietnamese society, 

Vietnamese man and by examining the experiences of the Soviet Union and the other 

traternal countries, we will surely gradually establish a system of law that meets 

the requirements of our country's revolution in this new stage. 

FOOTNOTES 

il. Le Duan: “Tat ca vi To quoc xa hoi chu nghia, vi hanh phuc cua nhan dan," 

vi Everything for the Socialist Fatherland, for the Happiness of the People /, 

COMMUNIST REVIEW, No 7-1981, p 16. 

10 



‘THE COLLECTED WORKS OF LENIN'--A PRICELESS STOREHOUSE OF THOUGHTS 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST RE/IEW_/ in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 11-16 

[ Article by Pham Thanh / 

[ Text_/ The publication of "The Collected Works of Lenin,” 55 volumes, in Vietnamese 

has been completed. 

This is a major cooperative project b2tween the Soviet Union and Vietnam in the field 

of publisning, a project carried out by the Su That Publishing House of Vietnam and 

tne Progress Publishing House of the Soviet Union in accordance with an agreement 

Signed by the governments of Vietnam ind the Soviet Union on 27 October 1971. It 

is also a very valuable ¢ift from the communist party, government and people of the 

Soviet Union to our party, government and people. 

To date, "The Collected Works of Lenin" have been published five times in Russian in 

the Soviet Union. They were first published in 20 volumes (26 books) consisting of 

1,500 works by Lenin between 1920 and 1926. Between 1925 and 1932, they were 

published for the second and third tines, consisting of W volumes containing 2,700 

works. It 1941 and between 1946 and 950, they were published for the fourth time, 

consisting of 35 volumes containing 2.927 works and two research volumes; later, 

10 additional volumes were added. ‘T.e Collected Works of Lenin" were published 

for the fifth time in many ditferent -nases and consisted of 55 volumes containing 

3,000 documents and two research volunes. 

in Vietnam, betweer 196] and 1971, we published "The Collected Works of Lenin," 

Which consisted of 35 volumes transla-ed from the fourth publication by the Soviet 

Union. Beginning in 1972, 11 keeping with the agreement signed by the government of 
Vietnam and the Soviet government, Vit'tnam assumed responsibility for translating 

into Vietnamese the 55 volumes of "The Coliected Works of Lenin"; tne Soviet Union 

issumed printing responsibilities. The pubilshing plan implemented by the publishing 
encies of Vietnam and the Soviet Union was completed 4 months early, thereby 
ecording an achievement to celebrate Vietnam's 36th National Day and the 5th Congress 

xf the VCP. 

The 55 volume "Collected Works of Lenin" is the fullest collection of Lenin's work 
published to date. It is a priceless storehouse of thoughts. It can be called "a 

ll 



miraculous brochure" in which tne cominists of all countries can find answers 

in the nature of principles, truly scientific answers to the basic questions facing 

them, find a compass for their action:. 

"Tne Collected Works of Lenin” introduced to us the entire theory of Leninism, that 

is, of Marxism in the age of imperialism and the proletarian revolution, in the age 

of transition from capitalism to sociulism on a worldwide scale. As a result of this 
theory, Marxism underwent a major stare of development and became Marxism-Leninisn. 

This valuable collection of books shows us clearly and fully how Lenin developed all 

three constituent components of Marxi:.m: philosophy, political economics and 

scientific socialism. At the same tine, the collection also shows that Lenin set 

torth many theoretical viewpoints thai laid the foundation for the other fields of 

socialist science, such as economic aid social management, sociology, party building... 

On the basis of summarizing the practical experiences in socialist construction in 

the Soviet Union during the initial period, "The Collected Works of Lenin" reflect 

the entirety of the extremely profounc and comprehensive activities, the brilliant 

innovations and the tremendous contrilutions of Lenin in all fields of theory and 

practice. 

Through this storehouse of theory and experience, "The Collected Works of Lenin" 

provide to we communists an effective weapon in the great revolution to seize 

political power, build socialism and communism and bring mankind from the “realm of 

the inevitable" into the "realm of freedom" forever. 

Educated and forged by the revered Ho Chi Minh, the communists of Vietnam creatively 

applied the principles of Marxism-Leninism concerning continuous revolution in two 

organically linked stages, the people's national democratic revolution and the 
socialist revolution, on revolutionary violence and on armed uprisings and, as a result, 

advanced the Vietnamese revolution to a victory of profound historic and epochal 

significance. 

As is the case with the revolutionary principles of Lenin concerning the stage in 

wnich the proletariat has yet to seize political power, the Leninist principles 

on the socialist revolutio:. are of universal significance, not peculiar to Russia, 

as the various enemies of Marxism-Leninism still proclaim. Rejecting the arguments 

that deny the universal significance of the experiences of the Russian revolution, 

Lenin saids "Today, we have before us a very profound international experience which 
clearly proves that a number of the ba;ic characteristics of our revolution are not 

only of local significance, of special, national significance or of significance for 
Russia, but of international significaice."” And, in order to avoid all misunderstanding, 
Lenin emphasized that this "“internatioial significance” was to be taken "in the 

most narrow méaning of the term,” that is, as “meaning the events that have occurred 
within our country are of internationa. value or are in the nature of historic 
inevitabilities that will reoccur on a: international scale and must be recognized 
aS a number of basic characteristics o our country's revolution that are of 
international significance"(Collected orks, Volume 41, p 3). 

Following the October Revolution, on tie basis of his new understanding of the new 
Stage of the revolution, Lenin delved veeply into the realities of the socialist 
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revolution in order to gradually determine its laws, its stages of development and 

creatively resolve tne host of problens regarding the socialist revolution and the 

period of transition. 

Lenin developed upon tne tneory of Marxism concerning the state and the dictatorship 

of the proletarint, which are the central issues in the revolutionary theory of Marx; 

he considered the dictatorship of the proletariat to be a class struggle conducted 

under new conditions and by means of xew forms of organization; he confirmed that the 

dictatorship of the proletariat is the highest form of democracy, a form 1 nillion 

times more democratic than bourgeois iemocracy; he confirmed that the Soviet is the 

form of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat and predicted that there would 

be many different political forms of she dictatorship of the proletariat in the 

future. At the same time, he resolut::ly opposed every argument of the opportunists 

and reactionaries that distorted and .enied the existence of the dictatorship of the 

proletariat in order to protect the backbone of Marxism, the touchstone of each 

revolutionary. 

Lenin set forth the platform for socialist construction in the Soviet Union and charted 

the course of socialist and communist construction as electrification and industrial- 

ization, socialist transformation, especially the transiormation of the private economy 

of farmers through cooperativization, carrying out the cultural revolution and 

molding the new man. 

Lenin clarified the leadership role oi the proletariat, the only class that has the 

destiny of leading all of the working people in building the new system, in which 

there is no exploitation of man by mar; developed the theory concerning the alliance 

of workers and farmers ana considered the alliance of workers and farmers under the 

leadership of the working class to be the highest principle of the dictatorship of the 

proletariat; and set forth the basic arguments concerning party building when the 

party is in political power. 

Lenin also creatively resolved the nationality question and the question concerning 

the right of nations to seli-determination ina manner consistent with the principles 

of proletarian internationalism and struggled against every manifestation of 

courgeois nationalism and chauvinism, thereby upholding the international obligation 
of the first socialist state to the world revolutionary movenent. 

jn every field of erfeavor, Lenin waged a steadfast, unrelenting struggle against 

bourgeois ideology, against revisionism and opportunism at home and abr ‘+, 

dere, the great service pertormed by Lenin was that he turned scientific socialism in 

Lneory and dreams into scientific socialism in reality, in everyday life. In Lenin, 

»csalism was manifeyted i: specific targets, measures and actions together with the 
-aily, concrete results achieved by the laboring masses. "To us, communism is no 
sneer a platform, no longer a theory, no longer a task; today, to us, it is the 

detailed work of building"(Collected works, Volume 41, p 4&4), 

‘Tne Collected Works of Lenins not only provide us with a deep understanding of the 
vagic principles of Marxism-Leninism in many fields, but also equip us with that which 

most valuable, namely, the Marxist methodology, the revolutionary and scientific 
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method that Lenin understood and brilliantly applied in order to resolve every 

specific question faced in life. This is what is most important to us. 

On the basis of the viewpoint that truth is concrete and revolution is creative, 

Lenin, in each period of time, carefully studied international circumstances and the 

Situation at home as well as the comparison of class forces at home and abroad and 

established the goals, guidelines, tasks, strategies and tactics of the revolution 

in a manner consistent with this situation. In this way, Lenin proposed extremely 

clearsighted policies. Prior to the October Revolution, he sometimes advocated 

participating in Parliament and sometimes advocated boycotting Parliament; sometimes 

ne advocated taking advantage of rare and valuable opportunities to carry out the 

revolution by peaceful means and at other times he resolutely supported arne: 

uprisings, etc. With the victory of the October Revolution, Lenin shifted fr. 

anti-imperialist war slogan to the slogan of protecting the fatherland. In the 
Struggle against the imperialist powers, Lenin brilliantly applied the strategy or 

Compromise. Following victory in the civil war and the resistance against armed 

intervention, he shifted from a war time communist policy to the new economic policy; 

in the work of building the country, which was filled with difficulties and complex 
problems, he saw through to the key, decisive factors in life in order to change the 

Situation and move the country forward. 

Lenin's methods were the methods of dialectical materialism and historical materialisa, 

methods that are truly revolutionary and scientific, fully objective and comprehensive, 

fully developed and specifically historic. With these methods, Lenin supplied to us 

models of the way to view things, to analyze things and reach correct conclusions 

and the art of determining the necessary factor that must be grasped in order to 

resolve problems in every different set of circumstances. 

With these methods, Lenin creatively carried out numerous complex and difficult tasks 

of the Russian revolution. In particular, following the October Revolution, Lenin 

constantly taught that the communists of Russia must display a high degree of 

initiative and creativity. He said: the founders of scientific communism did not give 

us specific instructions about how to build socialism and communism. The task of 

Russian communists, the persons who are taking the lead in the work of creating a new 
social order, is to turn the ideals o! communism into reality and find, on their own, 

Specific torms of organization and sti.ges of development for this creative endeavor. 

Studying "The Collected Works of Leni: ," we also see the extremely bright example set 

by his Lilie. It can be said that the brilliant intellect and the overflowing 

revolutionary sentiments togetner wit: the noble virtues of the father of the world 

revolution were closely intertwined ard are clearly manifested in this priceless 

collection of his works. Lenin gave us a model of the connunist's philosophy of 
life. Never resting tor one moment i: his life, he contributed all that he had to the 

proletarian revolution. He wrote books, made speeches, held meetings, performed 

his work, met with the masses and so jiorth; he thought and worked continuously, even 
when he was ill]. He fought every enemy with the utmost determination, held a harsh 
attitude regarding every shortcoming and mistake and had immense love for his comrades 
and people. At times of extreme difficulty and hardship, his will was truly 
unshakeavle but his wisdom and vigilance were always moving toward new horizons. He 
possessed 4 scientific, urgent, conciss, thorough and detailed style of work and 
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conducted thorough inspections. He lived a pure, simple life and set examples ir: 

everything he did. 

studying "The Collected Works of Lenin,” we clearly see that after tne October 

Revolution, as a result of the aftereffects of the 4 years of war and the 3 years oi 

‘ivil war and armed intervention by tre imperialist countries an! as a result of the 

w level cof development of the econouy, in which there were stili many remnants oi 

small-scale production, Soviet Russia found itself in an extremely difficult situation. 

Tne economy experienced a serious decline and the railroac transport seclor, 

metallurgy industry and the fuel industry were ina desperate situation. e majority 

of plants and factories had no work, mny mines and niring enterprises wen 

inundated by water and industry lacke! both fuel and raw materials. ‘the agricuitural 

Situation was also extremely bad; th amount of area uncer cultivatio: ’ clined, 

crops were unstable, livestock herds ‘eclined and grain output once omni, ied 

55 percent of grain output in old imperial Russia. The country lacked mat, fu 

t 

and raw materials. tamine tnreatened and diseases were spreadirs,. 

ne industrial centers were in an esprcially serious situation. Some tind 

no work and returmed to the countrysiite to work in handicratt trader aven engage 

in speculation. The attitude of the -easants was aiso ve? nleak [hey 
»y »* | - > " . -~ 4 Keptical of the economi 

speculation, oribdery, smuggling and other social ills developed. The dii ficulties of 

the country were reflected within the party. Some par'y mmbers w La t bee 

torged and who were not rirm in their views wavered and vac! ed; ney ecame 

ieviant and fell by the wayside. How-ver, the vast majority of th | iet people, 
under the leadership of tie Bolshevik Party and the great Lenin, nt! vs 

onfidence and bravely toilowed the pith of buildirg | Lite 

On the basis oc! i lentific. lly analyzing a st entioned 

AG ve, i an‘ &3 ; ir i t ~neor l 1] CO Tif sso ; i \“ 4 ty t ie 

Gitticul tte tia ring e per of transit! : activ iculties that 

orfiginated in tne backward 1.4 sia at aids ore 

uack ward y i wher it sat, » the vagari tory, t ‘ carry 

gout the socialist revolution, the mo lifficulties > ourntry will ene ter in 

shitting from capitalist relations to socialist relations”(Collected Works, Volum %, 

p6). At the same time, he pointed t that only when ) iar is bee iccessfully 

milit and the uociisliet economy, the iackbone of which is heavy industry, has been 

wated lt possibie overcome thse objective difficulties. Until that time, 

have a tui] unders‘anding of the charac ristics and ature of 

the period of transition, unswerving] adhere to his sta make every effort tc 

ari, a grasp the laws ~ne econory and sectlety and deve D Suitable iorms and 

measures ot trans tion } order to wi: victory in the st wezie *o renoive th | 

uestion of ‘Who defeats whom" with a view toward completing the historic tasks of 

6 period of transition. Lenin diligently looked for torn 1 measure: 
ransition and attentively listened t& the experiences of the masses 1: ley 
netantly improve his line and policies. He saids We still st do ¢ gS 

mary times, revise tiem when we are finished and tnen start over from the berinn ire, 

n each Stage, 11: each 6tep forward 6) our production forces and cultur W 

mprove and modify our soviet system"(Collected Works, Volume /#s, 



aD.y, G21: Lhoughn presen\. international circumstances are much more favorable, 
ne diiticuities being taced by our country now are, in many ways, similar to the 

iitiicuities encountered by Russia oO years ago. The words of advice spoken by 
€iin to tne Russian communists at that time are very suited to us today. 

uné initial stage of the period of transition, on the basis of correctly 

wnalyzing the characteristics of the } resent situation, our Party Central Comittee 
nas issued numeQous resolutions on building the economy and defending the fatherland 
nd developed suitable forms and measures for moving the country forward. 

nese resolutions represent the creative application of a host of principles of 

Leninism concerning tne period of transitions socialist industrialization is the 

entral task throughout the entire period of transition but developing agriculture 

is the central task during the initial stage of the period of transition in order 

to lay the foundation for industrialization; the existence of different economic 

segments is an objective inevitability during the period of transition, consequently, 

in order to carry out economic develojment, it is necessary to have suitable stages, 

forms and measures of transition for each period of time; providing material incentive 

So that the worker, for the sake of his own vital interests, concerns himself with 

the results of his labor and smoothly combining the three interests are matters in 

the nature of laws during the period of transition to socialism strengthening the 

economic alliance of workers and farmers is an essential prerequisite to strengthening 

the base of the dictatorship of the proletariat; the application of the principle 

of democratic centralism in the leadership and management of the economy and in 

the formulation of economic plans must be consistent with the gradual development 

of the economy, in general, as well as of each economic sector, in particular, 
with special importance attached to smoothly coordinating the formlation and 

implementation of the plan from top to bottom amd bottom to top in order to uphold 
the rights of the central level with regard to basic issues and, on the other 

hand, boldly tap the initiative and creativity of the locality and the basic level; 
tnroughout the pertod of transition, it is necessary to be fully conscious of 

Struggling to resolve the question of “who defeats whom" between socialism and 
2apitalism, between the socialist way of life and the capitalist way of life, 

necessary to firmly maintain the dictatorship of the proletariat and uphold the 

clgnt of collective ownership of the »orking people in order to steadfastly mge 

this strug@le in every field and by every means possible with a view toward 

aradually and steadily advancing society to socialism, etc. By implementing these 

resolutions and directives, we have begun to achieve encouraging results. 

Un the basis of these new achievements, our entire party and ail our people are 

making every effort to emulate in production, work, combat readiness and combat 

in order to celebrate the 5th Congress of tne Party in a practical way. 

We now have the fullest collected works of Lenin in Vietnamese that we have ever 

nad. Tho more we study thiu priceless storehouse of thoughts, the more we will 

}QArM about the science of revolution, the more confident and energetic we will 

be. inis te very important if we are to correctly understand and oreatively apply 

the line and policies of the party, turn them into the actions of the masses, into 
everyday reality and advance the cause of building soctalism and protecting the 

socialist fatherland to brilliant victory. 

7B09 
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PRESIDENT HO CH1 MINH, THE PERSON WHO STARTED AND CULTIVATED VIETNAM-SOVIET F RIENDSHIP 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST RE/IBW_/ in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 17-21, 54 

[Article by Phan Ngoc Lien and Trinh Vuong Hong / 

[ Text_/ At the start of the 20th Ceitury, the Can Vuong movement was crushed. 
Neither patriotic scholars nor bourgeois revolutionaries could find a way to 

advance the satrugéle oi our people for independence to victory. The Vietnamese 

faced a crisis regarding the line tney should follow. it was "in this seemingly 

inescapable darkness” that Uncle Ho left to find a way to save the country in 

191i. 

At the start of his search tor a path of national salvation, the teacher Nguyen 

Tat Thanh (that is Uncle Ho) suddenly left the Duc Thanh School in Phan Thiet and 

went to Saigon where he attended a maritime workers training school and then worked 

4S @ machine worker for the Ba Son Factory. Through this wrk, Uncle Ho decided 

that his path lay with tne laboring people, moreover, with the industrial worker. 

This was a very significant beginning. In his subsequent trips through many 

countries of Europe, Africa and America, Uncle Ho was a laborer and participated 

in the revolutionary struggle of the working class. Having pondered and made a 

study o. the soclal situations in man, countries, he reached an important 

conclusions "Although the color of their skin differs, there is, in this life, 

only two races of peoples, tne exploiters and the exploited. And, there is only 

one true {friendships proletarian frivndsnip."(1) He forged himself to be a 

true worker who possessed the world v ew of the working class and, through his 

practical activities during these trivg, "he cultivated for himself profound 

knowledge as well as extensive, deep evolutionary feelings."(2) 

Returni:@ to France, Uncle Ho, throug): his social activities and theoretical 

research within the militant corps of the French working class, came into contact 
with the progressive literature of th: world, including Russian literature, and, at 

ne same time, gradually moved closer to Marxism-Leninism. A number of works by 

. Tolstoy left a strong impression o:. Uncie Ho. Later, he would relate how he 

‘became a student of the great Russia: author."(3) Through L. Tolstoy and the 
characters in his works, President Ho developed empathy with the Russian wrking 

people. 
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attraction”(4%) tor nim. With the spe:ial sensitivity of a revolutionary, Uncle Ho 

every effort to support the Octooer Revolution, even though he “did not fully 

anderstana its historic importance” (5) at that tine. 
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However, the milestone marking the strong change in tne feelings and thinking of 

Jnucle Ho came wnen he read Lenin's "Txesis on the Nationality and Colonial 

questions.” Tne contents of the thesis expresses thoughts and feelings that he had 

long neld; it was “like a wondrous licht that substantively deepened all of the 

revolutionary knowledge and feelings :nat he held within himself for so long."(6) 

Recalling the excitement ne felt, he .ater wrote; "Lenin's thesis made me very 

excited, enthusiastic, clear and confident! I was so happy I cried aloud. Sitting 

alore in my room, I spoke in a loud voice as though I were speaking to the massess 

‘suppressed and suffering compatriots! This is what we need, this is our path of 
. 

literation.”(7) 

Thus, in Uncle Ho, ardent patriotism iad been combined with a love of the 

Orcietariat and tne desire to liberate tne nation nad been closely linked to the 

orilliant future of communism, the ficst victory of which was the socialist system 

born in Soviet Russia. This teeling ‘ecame even more intense when Uncle Ho was 

adle to learn about the soviet countr, and Lenin firsthand. 

In 1923, despite the dangers, he travelled to the country of Lenin. The Soviet 

peopie warmly welcomed nin. 

Vuring his first days there, Uncle Ho paid “the most attention to the socialist 

system of Russia."(6) He saw that al:hough the country still faced many 

difficulties as a result of 5 years o° world war and civil war, the social system 

Was @ vastiy superior one. He obdserv:dy "If Russia is not a paradise for 

everyone yet, Russia is a paradise for children."(9) This was a dialectical, 

revoiutionary view, one that expresse: truly sincere feelings toward the country 
and people of the Soviet Union. 

Having come into contact witn the rea ity of the Soviet Union, Uncle Ho "could not 

help but compare Kucsia...to Vietnan, which had been enslaved for several decades." 

He observed that, in their history of defending their country, the Vietnamese had 

continuously struggled against and wo:. victory over the aggressive expansionists 

of China under the Tong, Nguyen, Minh and Thanh Dynasties in order to save 

themselves while protecting the natio:s of Southeast Asia from genocide. The 

heroic people of Russia had also freqiently defeated German, Swedish, French and 

other agwressors; the tamous battle o' Pontava in 1709 was evaluated by F. Engels 

as “a clear affirmation of tne inviole bility of Russia.” The Vietnamese left the 

city of Thang Long in order to inflict a heavy defeat upon the Nguyen amy, allowed 
the Thanh army to "sleep for one night" in Thang Long in order to annihilate them 
and usec large pices of bamboo from Giong Village to fight the enemy just as the 
people of Russia "set fire to their orn cities"(11) ani used quarterstaffs--"the 
Clubs of tne people's war"--to drive hapolvuon'’s army <rom the country. Both 
nations had experienced great peasant uprisings, such as tne Tay Son uprising in 
Vietnam and the Pugacnhev rebellion in Russia. 

(1 0) 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY AND SCIENTIFIC NATU i OF LEADERSHIP WORK 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST BEYIEW_/ in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 22-28 

[ frticle by Tran Huu Tien /] 

[ Text_/ The essence of the revolutionary undertaking of our working class and 

people is revolution and science. Each victory, each step forward by our country's 
revolution over the past half-century and more has been the result of the close 

coordination of the revolution ry and scientific nature of the line of the party 

and the creative revolutionary activities of the masses. 

The socialist revolution, which is the greatest, most profound revolution in history, 

demands that this revolutionary nature be developed as highly as possible in 

coordination with the strictest possiv.le scientific nature. 

How is tnis revolutionary nature expressed? 

Lenin emphasized that “revolution involves overturning and crushing the main, 

most basic elements of the old social order."(1) Therefore, a revolutionary 
nature is primarily expressed in struggling without compromise to win victory over 

every class enemy and eliminate every obstacle and everything that is outmoded to 

insure that the cause of liberating the working class and laboring people is advanced 
to total victory. 

The most vidid manifestion of a revoliitionary nature at this time is steadfastness 

in one's thoughts and actions in orde: to successfully build socialism and firmly 
protect the socialist Vietnamese fatherland, thereby helping to increase the 

strength of the three revolutionary cirrents of o'r tims. 

Revolution is a concept that is not o: ly the opposite of "counter-revolution" and 
of “reformisn,"” “opportunism” and "revisionism," but which also does not tolerate 
“utopianisa,” "conservativism,” "vacillation" or the "petty bourgeois revolutiomry 
mentality.” 

A revolutionary nature must be manifested in actions and the results of actions. If 
we only view a revolutionary nature ar a moving force, but do not give attention to 

its results, we very frequently can only talk about revolutionary zeal, which is an 

indispensable factor but not the essence of a revolutionary nature. 
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It is necessary to clearly distinguisn between the revolutionary zeal and 

revolutionary steadfastness of the proletariat and che "petty bourgeois revolutionary 

mentality,” which is “unstable” by nature and is "in all basic issues, far removed 

from the conditions and essential requirements of a thorough class struggle by the 

proletariat."(2) Rather, a revolutionary nature must be based on the specific, 

objective conditions of the class striggle and a clear awareness of the basic 

interests of the class in order to establish the line, guidelines and measures and 

insure that the revolution moves forward under specific circumstances and in 

specific stages. 

A revolutionary nature, of itself, rejuires a scientific nature. Moreover, these 

two concepts frequently intertwine with and even permeate each other. it would 

be entirely reasonable to say that the entire revolutionary undertaking of the 

working class has been the greatest uidertaking of science. However, a revolutionary 

nature amd a scientific nature are no. synonymous because these two concepts 

express different aspects of the same thing, of the same essence. 

When we talk about a scientific natur: we are talking about the sum of the thoughts 

and actions of a revolutionary entity that knows how to consciously apply the 

objective laws of nature and society and, as a result, correctly resolve the 

problems raised by the realities of the revolution and stimulate the advancement of 

the revolution. 

A scientific nature is expressed in a correct world view, the dialectical materialist 

world view, in revolutionary objectives and ideals that are consistent with the 

requirements of the cause of liberating the working class and oppressed and 
exploited peoples from the yoke of capitalism and building socialism and communism 

and in correct and creative revolutionary methods. 

A revolutionary nature and a scientific nature have separate requirements which, 

although not entirely the same, are similar. 

Historically, revolution and science have become increasingly unified. In today's 

age, the age of the transition from capitalism to socialism, we have all of the 

objective premises needed for unifying revolution and science. However, these two 

natures do not always go hand in hand. As we have seen, the revolutionary sentiments, 

will and energies of a particular person might very possibly not te combined with a 

.clentific nature or be combined with a nature totally lacking in science. 

‘he strugwle of the international working class against the bourgeoisie did not 

Luvolve a unity of revolution and science from the very outset. From the time that 
it was born, the working class has been a class that has had a revolutionary nature; 
.'8 @conomic position and the process of struggling against oppression have imbued 
wtkers with extremely valuable class attributes; however, they could not develop 
sclentitic nature on their own. Marx and Engels were the first persons to "teach 

orkers to know themselves and be conscious of themselves ard to replace dreams with 
sefence."(3) Armed with Marxist-Leninist theory, the working class became the class 
nat truly represents revolution and science. 



The revolutionary nature and the scientific nature of the revolutionary undertaking 

of the proletariat cannot be separated and are of equal importance. Of course, 

under each specific set of circumstances, there are times when we emphasize one 

aspect or the other as a result of the objective demands of the revolution. However, 

placing emphasis upon one aspect does not mean that we can give light attention to 

the other aspect. It must be remembered that, within each specific entity, 

revolutionary attributes control scie tific attributes; there are also times when 

the opposite is true. There are case; in which scientific truth cannot be recognized 

due to a lack of revolutionary zeal. There are also cases in which persons become 

increasingly divorced from the revolutionary stand of the working class as a result 

of clinging to mistaken, subjective tiinking instead of grasping objective laws. 

Building socialism and protecting tiie socialist fatherland involve a thorough 

class struggle to resolve the questio. of "who defeats whom" which exists between 

socialism and capitalism and the reactionary powers. This is also a sharp struggle 

between the thoroughly revolutionary iature of the working class and every 

manifestation of bourgeois and petty »ourgeois thinking, such as individualisn, 

"leftist" and rightist opportunism, petty bourgeois waivering, etc. This struggle 

demands that the corps of cadres and arty members possess fine revolutionary 

qualities, most importantly loyalty to the fatherland, to the ideals of communism 

and to the revolutionary philosophy o the working class, Marxism-Leninism. This 

Struggle also demands that we overcom: conservativism, overcome our unwillingness 

to abandon outmoded ways of thinking «nd working, out unwillingness to support the 

new, to be receptive to the new; we mist also overcome the petty bourgeois 

"impetuousness" of only acting on the basis of subjective, shallow considerations 

instead of on the basis of reality. 

The socialist revolution, more than any other revolution, demands that revolution go 

nand in hand with science. This requ.rement is especially urgent because we are 

advancing to scoialism from a system «f small-scale production that encompasses 

countless remnants and influences of .eudal, colonial society. The experiences 

of the past years have proven that ou. achievements as well as our problems in 

economic activities have been directl) and deeply related to our scientific nature. 

our party has established the correct basic lines and guidelines but, in the 

implementation of these lines by mean of specific plans and measures, we have 

adopted correct policies as well as i:correct policies. There have been manifestations 
of impetuousness, such as establishin; economic plan norms that are too high and 

not fully based on the specific conditions of our country...; at the same time, there 
have teen manifestations of conservativism in maintaining management measures and 

wéchanisms that are no longer suitable, such as price policies, distribution- 

circulation policies, etc. These shortcomings indicate that it is not a simple 

Watter to maintain the scientific nat.re of everyday revolutionary activities, 

especially in the economic field. 

Exaggerating the impact of revolutionary spirit, of "pure" revolutionary will, 

especially in economic construction, is a symptom of the malady which Lenin called 

“communist arrogance," which is a malady of persons who are genuine revolutionaries 

but who "exaggerate revolutionary spirit" and "forget the limits and conditions of 

a successful and appropriate application of revolutionary methods."(4) 
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At present, in order to heighten our scientific nature, we must perform many jobs 

in 2 well based and systematic fashioi. However, we must tirst take determined 

steps to overcome the manifestations of bureaucratic remoteness from reality, which 

leads tio individualism of many different forms. In fact, it is impossible to be 

scientific, even if one "wants" to be scientific, if one fails to firmly assess 

the situation and lacks precise information. 

[ne requirement regarding the revolutionary and scientific nature of a leader 

is that we must become the revolutionary and scientific nature of the activities of 

tens of thousands of peopl For thi: reason, every decision by a leader, be it 

correct or incorrect, "l t" or rijshtist, realistic or illusory and so forth, 

is implemented in an obj e manner in the activities of the masses, regardless 

t the motive, zeal or w f the leider. To determine whether a decision is 

revolutionary and scientific in natun:, it must ve placed within a very specific 

set of circumstances to determine whi:h problems it resolves for the revolution. 

A vivid example of this is the "new contract" in agriculture. Is shifting from 

"centralized" labor to "decentralized" labor revolutionary and scientific? This 

question has been asked by some persois. Under present conditions, the policy of 

implementing final-product contracts or laborers within agriculture is revolutionary 

and scientific. This assertion is no. made on the basis of an abstract, formalistic 

viewpoint based solely on general fee_ings about socialism, about collective labor, 

but on a specific historical viewpoin~ concerning the period of transition; this 

Viewpoint requires that we "build smail, strong bridges"(5) in order to advance 

from a small farmer, small-scale prodiiction, nandicraft economy to socialism. The 

new method of contracting insures close coordination between the laborer and the 

instruments of production, which are ::till primarily manual implements, thereby 

helping to overcome the problem of socializing labor in a "form for form's sake" 

manner, insure distribution in accord:.nce with labor and encourage the individual, 

by means of material interests, to co: cern himself with production; on the other 

hand, it prepare: the material conditions and premises for advancing to higher 

‘orms of management. However, we sho: ld not think of the new method of contracting 
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something tna » periect; in particular, we must clearly see the deviations 

that have been .u: ire occurring in the process of implementation in order to 

promptly correct them. 

0ordinating revolutioc.: and science i: leadership activities is a matter of 
. 

ijor importance. Experience has shown that in order to meet this requirement, 

sttention must be given to establisnii:g the following relationships of a universal 
stTUres 

“{rst, there is the relationship between politics and the specialized skills of the 

| s¢ 4 ‘lationship ts manitested in twc areas: on the one hand, there is the 
lination between the political qualities .ni skills of the leader and his 

OLlity to organize and manage as wel] as nis ultural, scientific and technical 
— ré nal ications; on the other hand, there is the coordination between political 

requirements and requirements of a specialize 

ASK. 

d nature in each job and each specific 



The performance of any political task demands that the requirements that are in 

the nature of laws governing the "specialized skills” in each particular field be 

met. On the other hand, resolving problems related to specialized skills also 

has the purpose of carrying out political tasks. Therefore, the leader must 

Stimultaneously grasp and apply two types of lawss the general laws of the 

socialist revolution, of the class struggle in the period of transition, economic 

laws and so forth; at the same time, he must possess the necessary knowledge of the 

impact of the laws of nature and the special laws of each specific field of endeavor. 

This is one of the bases for making correct decisions. In each specific job, it 

is necessary to establish the correct relationship between the general and the 

specific, between universal laws and special laws. If the decision of the leader 

is in conflict with demands that are in the nature of laws of specific fields, it 

will be difficult to implement this decision. For example, when establishing an 

enterprise, thought must be given to ..upporting our overall economic strategy and 

to @ host of other matters, from matt rs of major importance to specific details; 

if any one of these matters is overlo.ked, serious consequences could result. 
Therefore, the leader must, on the on: hand, rely upon the system of specialists; 

on the other hand, he must rely upon |iis own knowledge and experiences. Only a 

policy or plan that is politically co rect and is well based in science insures the 
balance, synchronization and smooth coordination of the various components and units, 

unifies the general and the specific, avoids the problem of "not seeing the forest 

tor the trees," and helps to resolve whe problems of the strongest persons always 

having their way, of persons doing as they see fit and of conspiracy, which harm 

the overall plan and the specific pla: of each component and each unit. 

However, due to our circumstances at his time, a contradiction exists between the 

requirements of the political task and our very limited material capabilities. 

Resolving this contradiction requires the coordination of the revolutionary 
activism of cadres and masses with the initiative and creativity of the leader on 

the basis of a firm sclentific foundation in order to discover "intermediary stages 

of development,” stages of transition and so forth that are consistent with reality. 

[nis demands that the leader possese iirm political skills and the necessary 
knowledge of the various specialized jields. 

secondly, there is the relationship between the leader and the specialists and 

sclentists. 

Demanding that the ieader be as well versed in the various specialized fields as 
specialists are as well as demanding ihat specialists possess a strategic point of 
view and be as politically sensitive as a political leader are unrealistic and 
unnecessary. However, in one sense, the leader is also a "specialist" in leadership 
and the specialist is a person who performs "political work" by means of his 
specialized profession. The ultimate responsibility for »very activity within the 

scope of leadership lies, of course, with the leader. 2 leader must have a 

general «rasp of the relationships and the reciprocal impact of a host of factors 
So that he can make decisions from a tarsighted and comprehensive point of view; 
at the same time, he must know, as Lenin often said, where "the main link that 

must be wrasped is." Although we should not make this demand of persons engaged 

in specialized work, specialized cadre; should not only be proficient in their 
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specialized job, rather, they must also have a necessary grasp o! the relationship 

betwwen their field of work and other fields. The close coordination between 

leadership cadres and specialized cad-es is based on the objective requirements of 

leadership work and is one of the factors insuring the success of this work. In 

order to make correct decisions, the _eader must know how to rely upon specialists, 

to listen to the opinions of speciali::ts. 

dhen presenting a rough draft drawn up by one’s “advisors,” leaders should guard 

against the tendency to only want the agreement, the “input” of other specialists 

and not wanting to hear opinions that are contrary to theirs. 

For example, let us consider the case of the leader ot a locality or sector who 

decides to build an economic project nn accordance with a specific plan. The plan 

{s drafted by a number of specialists under the personal guidance of the leader. 

[t requires that certain economic and technica! requirements be met within a given 

amount of time. However, several other specialists do not support the plan because 

it does not provide for absolute safe:y. In such a case, the decision to implement 

the proposed plan can only be made if it is determined that the objections to the 

plan are groundless. if this determination is not made and the decision is made 

to build the project, the leader has ucted ina rash manner. Here, it is not 

absolutely necessary that the leader accept the opinions of the specialists who 

are in disagreement with him, rather, he must work with the specialists to re-examine 

the plan in order to make the best decision possible. In no case can the leader 

foresake his leadership authority and responsibility; however, he must clearly 

understand the limits of this authority and responsibility. A leader guides 

specialized cadres, helps them, inspects them and is responsible for them; in 

addition, he must avoid intervening &: an unnecessary, trivial or gross manner 

in the “relatively independent” activities of specialists. 

Thirdly, there is the relationship between the policy of the leader and the opinions 

of the masses. 

Here, we shall not deal with all of tie aspects of this matter, but only one, namely, 

the need to consider information received from the masses. 

The revolutionary and scientific nature of a policy or measure adopted by a leader 

wu8t be expressed in bringing about a revolutionary change among the masses through 
tnis policy or measure. 

A policy or measure that satisfies th: basic, deeply held aspirations and the 

legitimate, vital interests of the masses and which is propagandized and implemented 
well will surely be enthusiastically responded to by the masses and become a mass 

ovement sooner or later. for example, the policies of applying the new method of 

ontracting within agricultural cooperatives and paying piecework wages within 

ndustry prove this. Ot course, even when the masses enthusiastically respond to 

1 policy, the leader must still delve deeply inte life, must still inspect the 
implementation of the policy in order to promptly correct any deviations that might 

9ecur; at the same time, he must think of ways to further improve his correct policy. 

Jn the other hand, if a policy or measure is adopted and the masses do not respond to 



ically even though it has been propagandized and explained, it is 

leader to find the causes of the masses’ lack of response. For 

on, it is necessary adopt a xsethod for listening to the many voices of 

ne masses do not always talk about their deeply held, legitimate 

‘lear and direct manser. They frequently state them in different 

means of concrete actions. From these diverse sources of information, 

st analyze the situation in order to determine the essence of the 

ina grasp tbe legitimate requirements of the masses. On the outside, it 

.ppear as though everyone is oniy stating his or her private aspirations, 

| interests and very private aspects of their daily lives. However, behind 

mple exterior, very basic issues might lie. The opinions expressed by them 

iggest to leaders matters or sulutions very worthy of concern. President Ho 

1 “The masses know how to resolve many problems in a simple, quick and complete 

problems which talented persons and large mass organizations might ponder 

and still not resolve."(6) 

is the matter of the "three iiiterests,” for example, it would be a mistake 

a ch individual among the masses is only concerned with his private 

(that is, legitimate personal interests). As working people who are 

Linked to socialism, the masses of our country, generally speaking, under- 

r the conditions of socialism, if the interests of the state and 

ctive » not satisfied, personal interests cannot be satisfied either. 

, it would be no less of a mistake to think that the matter of smoothly 

ting the three interests has, in actuality, already been satisfactorily 

Here, we not only need a correct understanding of the theoretical base 

1@, Dut, more importantly, we must delve deeply into examining everyday 

in order to promptly discover and rectify deviations that have occurred. 

eeard to distribution, the legitimate desires of the working people are to 

iy living conditions maintained so that they can replenish the labor 
d tnelr work, be guaranteed’a job and food" and be able to improve their 

ri ot iiving by performing additional work in order to increase the returns 

ruduction witnin the system of :oclalist production. There is nothing about 

Splrations that is deserving ot criticism, to the contrary, they are 
t with the ceguirements of developing production, strengthening the new 

ou relations and raising the spirit of ownership of the laborer. The new 

coutracting satisties these aspirations. It is absolutely not a matter 

lowing tne masses,” 

‘oc tneory provides us with correct methods for analyzing the opinions, 

.onS, iinovations and experiences of the masses. It would be a mistake to 

Ln@cry as being in oppositior to the experiences of the masses and to 

t.ay Substitute tt for studying anc summarizing these opinions and experiences. 

, Matulalning close contact with the masses and listening to the voices oi 
im one ot the guarantees of the revolutionary and scientific nature of 

ip and management activities. 

re a vumber of matters relating to the relationship between revolution 

.o.ce ln lualership work. We believe that these matters are among the matters 
- perso! 

al 16 engaged in leadership and management work are very concerned. 
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CORRECTLY ESTABLISHING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CENTRAL ECONOMY AND THE LOCAL 

ECONOMY 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN {COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 1, Nov 81 pp 29-35 

{Article by Truong Son_/ 

[ text_/ "Simultaneously carrying out. central economic construction and local 
economic development and coordinating the central economy with the local economy 

within a unified national economic structure" are an important part of the economic 

construction line in our country established by the 4th National Congress of the 

Party. As a result of implementing this line in recent years, local economic 

development has recorded important achievemer.ts. In agriculture, which is the main 

element of the economy managed by the locality, the amount of farmland has been 

increased by 1 million hectares, the amount of area under cultivation has been 

increased by 1.4 million hectares and the output of grain and a number of industrial 

crops has increased. Agricultural cooperativization has virtually been completed 

in central Vietnam and the Central Highlands and the movement to establish 

production collectives is developing in the provirces of Nam Bo. Recently, the 

implementation of product contracts for laborers generated a productive labor movement 

of unprecedented intensity and enthusiasm. In local industry, the factories that 

were destroyed in the war have been rm stored, many industrial installations in the 

South have been transformed and a numier of new enterprises have been constructed. 

Small industry and the handicraft trades have been restored and developed. Local 

industrial output value increased 22 percent in 1980 compared to 1975 and accounted 
tor more than 60 percent of total industrial output value. Communications- 

transportation, capital construction and distribution-circulation have been developed 
and improved. 

Generally speaking, however, the loca] economy as well as the central economy have 

been developing slowly, the relations! ip between the central economy and the local 
economy has not been satisfactorily ertablished and many problems remain to be solved. 
The ministries have mot properly fulfilled their function of managing their entire 
sector o1 a nationwidw scale and the localities have not concerned themselves with 
the cen.ral economic installations that are located within the locality. This is 
not to mention the unplanned, economically inefficient development that has taken 
place in a number of localities. 
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In order to overcome the shortcomings mentioned above and continue to implement 

the economic line of the party well, it is necessary to research and correctly 

establish the relationship between the central economy and the local economy in 

exact accordance with the principle of democratic centralism in the areas of 

understanding, plans, policies and management. 

1. Understanding 

It is necessary to gain a deeper understanding of the party's line of "simultaneously 
carrying out central economic construction and local economic development within 

a unified national economic structure.” Le Duan saids "Speaking from the point of 

view of its overall structure, the entire economy will grow on the basis of two 

key factors: the unified, nationwide economic-technical sectors and, secondly, 

the local economy."(1) Thoroughly imolementing this line means concentrating on 
building the economic-technical sectors while accelerating the development of the 

local econony. 

As the basic forces of the modern economy, the economic-technical sectors play an 

important role in developing science and technology, upgrading manual labor 

to mechanized labor, raising labor productivity, producing products of increasingly 

high quality and achieving increasingly high returns from their production. Therefore, 

taking positive steps to build the economic-technical sectors is a strategic policy 

in the immediate future as well as over the long range. 

The economic-technical sectors must be organized in a unified, nationwide manner 

from the central to the local levels, from state-operated enterprises to cooperatives, 

along the lines of centralization, specialization, cooperation and federation; amorg 

these sectors, some sectors will primarily be managed by the central level, such as 

heavy industry, some will primarily be turned over to the locality for management, 

such as agriculture, and some will be developed by both the central economy and the 

local economy, such as Light industry. Soon, we must accelerate the organizing 

of production federations, primarily ‘ederated enterprises and federations of 

e.terprises (or corporations and gene al corporations) that operate under the 

cost accounting .ystem in order to troily establish nationwide economic-technical 

vectors. 

in an industriaiized country, the rol: of the economic-technical sectors is basic 

snd decisive. In our country, we are advancing from small-scale production and 

do not have any large-scale industry, consequently, in conjunction with building the 

economic-technical sectors, particulay importance must be attached to developing 

he local economy and using the local’ ty as the base for reorganizing production 

nd everyday life. 

ne economic organizations managed by the locality consist of two types: one type 

is the basic forces that are closely : ssociated with the economic-tech.ical sectors 

Lnroughout the country, which produce and distribute their products in accordance 

ith the overall planning and plan; tie otheris the supplementary forces that are 

closely associated with local capabilities and needs, whicn produce and distri bute 
roducts in acoordance with the plan «f the locality. U:der the conditions of 
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rom smali-scale production, only by strongly developing the forces of 

economy is it possible to cevelop each decentralized source of raw 

make full use of social laoor and produce many products to promptly 

liverse needs of production ind everyday lite, needs that the central 

2nomy cannot encompass. 

“@ntral economy and the locil economy are a unified entity contained 

Wi ti a unified national economic structure. There is no economic installation 

economic-tecnnical sectors that does not lie within a certain locality and 

not have certain economic relations with the local economy. Conversely, 

vractically all of the eco,omic installations managed by the local level have 

reiations with the central economic installations within the unified economic- 

technical sectors. The central econony and the local economy assist each other. 

lig growth on the part of the central economy will stimulate the development of 

)cal economy. The development o° the local economy will create the conditions 

id agglomeration and centralizition on the part of the central economy. As 

simultaneously building the economic-technical sectars and developing the 

omy will create a strength that will spread from the top downward, from 

bottom upward, a strength that will be available on the spot and cause the 

/ to "blossom" and develop stroigly. This is the theoretical and practical 

“asis of our party's economic line of simultaneously building the central economy 

veloping the local economy, a line which we must deeply understand in order 

to implement it well. Tendencies that only emphasize the economic-technical sectors 

and give light attention to the local economy or call for local economic development 
with a "closed cycle" are divorced from the economic realities of our country and 

tne esmomic line of the party, lead to restricting and curbing the creative 

-ai€ the masses and cause unnecessary difficulties in production and everyday 
Lie. 

wining has long been characteri ved by the shortcoming of bureaucratic Y: 

m and a failure to uphold an guarantee the right of economic collective 

ft the locality and install. .tiony therefore, planning has not developed 
tential of tne country or mod lized all the people to participate in 

oclaiist industrialigation. To cormct this shortcoming, it 1s necessary to 

placilsn « thtwe-level planning mech.nism and establish the correct relationship 

Ne central economy and the 1. cal economy in plannizg. 

Ad ; LP) ( 

sontral level concentrates on pla wing the primary economic matters ot 
igniticance. These are mat ers that lie within the authority and 

respousiacility of the central level, he correct planning of which is of very 
it significance in the developnent of the national economy. Specifically: 

~Orgar.cing Combined, basic investig.tions of natural resources, arable land, 
he { tion and the labor force; 

ovaling zoning and planning am laying the scientific bases for establishing 
es and policies tor the distribution of production forces, the redistribution 

r and the population and the distribution of production installations 
tndougnout the aountry and within each locality; formulating specific planning 
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tor the development o!t the key industrial sectors and the specialized agricultural 

areas of importance to the national e:onomy; 

--Correctly establisning the major relationships within the national economy: 

between the accumulation of capital and consumption, transformation ard construction, 

industry and agriculture, the central economy and the local economy, the economy 

and national defense, exports and imports and so forth; establishing and gradually 

perfecting a system of general balance sheets on the gross social product, 

national income, capital investments, social labor, the state budget, the monetary 

revenues and expenditures of the population, overall credit, the foreign currency 

balance, the balance of international payments, the balance of the primary types 

of materials and commodities; 

--Preparing the comitions for establishing general financial balance sheets and 

inter-sector balance sheets in the fo-m of material resource and value balances 

tor a number of the most important products of the national economy; 

~-nesearching the long-term socio-eco omic development strategy for 10-15 years and 

20 years; formulating good 5-year plas apportioned for each year; preparing the 

conditions for formulating a number o socio-economic forecasts on the population 

and labor, scientific and technical n-eds and advances and the trend of development 

of a number of the most important ecoomic-technical sectors; initiating research 

to support the formulation and the guidance of the implementation of the 1961- 

1965 five year plan; 

--Promulgating uniform systems of eco.omic-technical quotas and standards governing 

labor, materials, capital investment ~ates, deadlines for reclaiming invested 

capital and prices (fixed prices, current prices, exchange rates ami so forth) 

to lay the basis for tormulating and ;uliding the inplementation of plans; 

~-Revamping and improving planning procedures and methods, economic statistical 
and information procedures, cost accounting procedures, etc. 

In order to broaden the authority and increase the responsibility in planning of 

the various localities, it is necessary to assign to the localities the responsibility 
of managing the followings 

“Agricultural production und the grain balance (except in areas specializing in the 
arge-scale production of industrial « rops or areas whose natural conditions do not 

permit a grain balance to be establisi ed); 

~The processing of agricultural prodi cts and the production of consumer goods, 

Cdirary export goods or traditional «xport goods primarily from local raw mterials; 

ine production of ordinary building materials, machines, tools and spare parts; 

~-ihe construction of small-scale water conservancy projects, civilian construction 

and rural corstruction; 



--Passenger and cargo transportation within the locality (including some inter- 
. _ 4 , » > a S ’ ; } . province transportation) ; 

-The organization and management of the material and cultural lives of the local 

people. 

Ir, addition, the localities also have the responsibility of supplying raw materials, 

oOullding materials, labor, grain, foo products and nsumer goods to and 

providing the infrastructure for the central economic installations within the 

locality. 

On the basis of researching and integrating capabilities and needs on the basis 

of territory, the central level will assign to the localities several general 

norms on supplying grain, raw materials, commodities and labor, accumulating 

capital and so forth in order to support general needs; at the same time, it will 

provide the localities with some of the conditions required, such as capital, 

instruments of production, consumer goods, cadres and so forth to develop the 

economy and support the daily lives o: the people within the territory. 

these norms will be in effect for 5 years and will be apportioned for each year so 

that tne locality can arrange its plas accordingly. 

Tne central] level can also research the possibility of assigning to the localities 

national income per capita norms so that the localities can emulate one another to 

achieve these norms. 

On tne basis of insuring unified, centralized leadership, in order to meet the 

requirements of the locality and fulfill obligations ot the central level, the 

localities have tne right tos 

Formulate and determine local e@cononic development plans; 

Establisi: speciiic policies and take necessary measures to develop the local 
8COno ny 

vecide matters regarding the organi:ation of production and the organization of 

the iocai economic management apparatis in accordance with models provided by the 
oentral level; 

biugage i: economic and sclentific-tecnnical cooperation with other localities 
us Well ay with the coonomic installations of the central level; some types of 
sveperation are carried out under the plan of the central level while other types 
are carried out under the local plan; 

-Purticlpate 

under the unif 

Trade. 

in export and import activities through suitable forms of organization 
led administrative-economic management of the Ministry of Foreign 
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3. Policies 

For a long time, many localities have not concerned themselves with that portion of 

the central economy located within the locality and have even maintained that it is 
a “heavy burden"; they have not wantei to supply agricultural raw materials to the 

central level and have looked for way; to keep these materials in order to process 

them or use them to develop loca] industry on the basis of self-sufficiency. Many 

ministries have also failed to concer1 themselves with the local economy. This is 

primarily because we have not adopted policies that establish a satisfactory 

relationship in terms of economic interests between the central and local levels, 

between industry and agriculture. Therefore, in order to rapidly correct this 

phenomenon, it is of decisive importance, in conjunction with taking educational 

and administrative measures, to adopt correct economic policies that smoothly 

coordinate the various types oi interests. 

--The most basic policy is to correctly implement the principles of cost accounting 

and distribution in accordance with labors those localities that produce well 

should receive much while those localities that produce poorly should receive little. 

For example, in production and distrivution, after fulfilling their obligation to 

deliver products to the central level (this obligation takes into consideration 

the land rent differential), the localities should have the right to use surplus 
raw materials and products to expand their production, improve the standard of living 

of the local people or export goods. Instead of trying to insure that all localities 

have the same standard of living, any locality that produces better, should enjoy 

a higher standard of living. For exauple, at a place that is skilled in sericulture, 

the people there should, after comple:ing their obligation to export raw fiber, 

have additional silk shirts to wear; .t a place that raises sugarcane and produces 

much Sugar, the people should, after :upplying sugarcane or sugar to the central 

level in accordance with thelr plan, be able to consume sugar over and above the 

unitied, nationwide supply standard. Or, with regard to the budget, after 

bDalanclig and a justing the budget to match the conditions of each locality, the 

central level should stabilize the bu gets of the localities for a period of time 
and tne localities should manage thel own oudgets in accordance with the principle 

oi maintaining a balanced budget, sperding much if their revenues are high and 
spending little if their revenues are small without having to submit surplus funds 

to the central level or request addit’onal funding from the central level if they 
ack money, except in special cases, hich should be dealt with separately. Only 
4 this way is it possible to provide incentive for the localities to display 

initiative and find every way to beco:e prosperous on the basis of making good use 
of their labor and natural resources. 

‘It ts necessary to research policies that bind the central economy and the local 
unomy to each otner so that the locel economy benefits more as the locality 
creases its support of the central economy; there should also be policies by which 

ne sector benefits when its ministry fulfills its responsibility toward the local 
sconomy well. These policies could be something along the following lines: if a 
-ocality supplies to the central leve] 1 ton of agricultural products (including 
srain, food products and raw materials), it will receive in its local budget a 
ercentage of the value of this ton of agricultural products. Deserving of attention 



is that this percentage must be large enough that the locality realizes that it 

benefits as a result of supplying raw materials to the central level or, at the 

very least, does not suffer losses compared to keeping these raw materials and 

processing them by less technical methods. Any locality that supplies many 

agricultural raw materials to the central level will be sold by the central level 

a certain percentage of the products processed from these raw materials for 

consumption over and above general standards. The central economic installations 

located within the locality must contribute to the local budget a certain percentage 

of their profits; thus, when the locality helps the central economic installations 

complete a higher percentage of their plan, more revenues will flow into the 

local budget. Conversely, the installations of the local economy must contribute 

a portion of their profits to the sector budget and, when the achievements of the 

sector are being evaluated, it is necessary to take this contritution into 

consideration, considering it to be a standard of management work. 

4, Management 

The division of economic management li vels between the central level and the 

local level is not permanent, but will change depending upon the level of management. 

In the immediate future, this division can be as follows: 

In production, the central level can directly manage installations that meet the 

following standards: 

--Large-scale, modern technology, large investments; 

--The use of raw materials from many localities or imported raw materials; 

--Producing products that serve nationwide needs or export needs; 

--Providing large sources of revenues for the state budget. 

The economic installations managed by the locality, generally speaking, are 

installations that use local raw materials, serve local needs, are of medium or 

small scale, utilize ordinary technology and do not require large investments. 

However, 4 number of localities, especially the capital Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, 

still have a number of modern technical installations that use imported raw 
materials to produce products that serve the needs of the central level or export 
activities. 

in transportation, the central level primarily manages railroads, ocean routes, 
civil aviation and a number of important highway and river routes; the localities 

manage the majority of tne highways, river routes and rural communications- 

transportation. 

In capital construction, the central level is in charge of industrial construction 
and the construction of a number of special cultural and public health projects that 
are of large scale and have high technical and artistic requirements; the localities 
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have the responsibility of carrying out civilian construction, rural construction 

and the construction of small-scale industrial projects. 

In distribution and circulation, the central level has the responsibility of 

supplying to the locality various types of raw materials and supplies produced or 

imported by the central level and selling goods to the locality. The locality has 

the responsibility of purchasing agricultural products and industrial goods 

produced by the locality for supply to the central level and selling retail goods 

to the people. 

The localities also have the right to export and import additional goods outside 

the plan of the central level under the guidance of the foreign trade sector and 

at a single centers only one locality that has many products or is near a port 

will act as the trade representative ‘or one product or one market; the other 

localities will establish relations with this locality through suitable forms, 

such as joint businesses, individual purchases and sales, consignment and so forth. 

As analyzed above, the central economy and the local economy are organically 

linked to each others therefore, the division of management levels between the 

central level and the local level mus* comply with the principle of coordinating 

management by sector with management by locality and territory. 

Management by sector invoives the ministries directly and comprehensively managing 

tne economic organizations subordinate to the ministry and providing administrative- 

economic management of the economic installations of the sector that are directly 

managed by the local level. The mini::tries provide unified management of their 

entire sectors throughout the country and perform such jobs as; 

--Setting forth the Long-term economi::-social-technical development strategy of the 

entire sector; 

~Formulating the economic-technical })lans of specialized sectors and organizing 

the division of labor and cooperation in production between the central level and 

tne local level and among the various localities; 

--Formulating plannin, and plans tor ine development of the entire sector and 

instructing and guiding tne localitie:, in formulating plans that are consistent 
vith the sector's plan; 

--Hesearching and promulgating or proposing to the state that it promulgate policies 

uid regulations concerning specializea sectors; 

Conducting sclentific-technical research, training cadres for the sector and 
ppointing and dismissing cadres who are under the ministry's management; 

--Inspecting the activities of the entire sector... 

Management by locality and territory involves the people's committees of the 
jocalities directly and comprehensively managing the economic installations of the 



locality and participating in the management of the central economic installations 

located within the locality. The localities provide unified management of the 

economy within the territory and perform such specific jobs as: 

--Formulating the plan for the development of the economy of the locality and the 

plan for the development of the economy of the territory (which includes the plan 
for the central economic installations within the locality); 

--Organizing the unification and regulating the coordination of economic activities 

within the territory, such as the building of the infrastructure, the division of 

labor and cooperation in production and business, the organizing of everyday life 

and so torth; 

--Supplying local labor and raw materials to the economic installations within the 

territory; 

--Protecting production, protecting tiie environment; 

--Inspecting the implementation of the policies and systems of the party and state 

by all economic installations within ~he territory. 

Some persons maintain that because we have long failed to uphold the right of 

ownership of the localities, localism emerged and that the granting of such broad 

rights to the localities might cause .he 4 provinces and municipalities to become 
40 "kingdoms." 

The long-standing phenomenon of local’sm is partially the result of incorrect 

thinking on the part of the localitie:. and partially the result of laws that are 

less than strict; however, the most inportant cause has been the failure to uphold 

the right of ownership and satisfy th: legitimate interests of the locality as a 

result of a management mechanism charvcterized by bureaucracy and subsidies. Now 

tnat 4 clear and salistactory system ias been defined, one that insures the correct 

implementation of the principle of democratic centralism in the relationship between 

the central economy and the local ecoiomy, this phenomenon will be corrected. 

POOTNOTES 

1. Le Duans "May van de ve kinh te «la phuong"/ Several Matters Regarding the 
Local Economy_/, COMMUNIST REVIEW, No 10-1979, p 12. 
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THE VARIOUS FORMS OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVIZATION AND PRODUCT CONTRACTS IN HAU 

GIANG PROVINCE 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 36-38 

[ Article by Nguyen Kien Phuoc / 

[ Text_/ The majority of the f\rmers in Hau Giang, as well as the majority of the 
farmers in Nam Bo, in general, are micdle farmers who began commodity production 

long ago and whose production has bee: closely linked to the market mechanism. In 

the long course of the revolutionary :truggle, the farmers of Hau Giang have 

wholeheartedly followed the party in ‘he fight for national independence. In the 

new period, they have the ability to eccept the education of the party, embark 

on the course of agricultural cooperaiivization and advance to socialism. Because 

they cannot advance to socialism on their own, we faced the questions of how to 

carry out ideological education and which forms and stages should be employed to 

lead them down the path of earning their livings collectively. 

In the recent past, on the basis of applying the line and policies of the Central 

Committee to the actual circumstances of the locality, Hau Giang selected suitable 

forms and stages of development. As « result, we assembled a portion of the farmer 

population in production collectives to earn their livings collectively and, at the 

same time, persuaded the majority of tarmers to participate in other forms of 

transition, primarily production solicarity teams, 

in order to prepare tor cooperativigation, Hau Giang Province launched a movement of 

vneé masses to abolish the various forms of exploitation and encourage "sharing" 

among farmers, thereby taking an important step in redistributing farmland and 

creating a favorable base for mobilizing farmers to earn their livings collectively. 

As a result, we distributed 26,500 hectares of land to 31,900 farm families that 
ither had not cropland or lacked croyland and had to support themselves by working 
or hire, thereby reducing the percentage of these persons from 4 to 10 percent of 
i@ total number of farm families within the province. This effort is continuing. 

AS regards agricultural cooperativization, as of the start of August, 1981, Hau 
‘lang had 942 production collectives, nore than 2,000 production solidarity teams, 
‘wo agricultural cooperatives and more than a dozen agricultural machine collectives. 
ve have experience in organizing production collectives and other forms of transition 
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in all areas of the province, in the ‘ormer resistance base area, the area once 

controlled by the enemy, the tidewater area and the freshwater area. 

In the tidewater area, where nearly 30,000 Khmer compatriots live, the collectivization 

movement is being carried out in the form of production collectives. Long Phu 

District is a place that has a strongly developed movement to build production 

collectives, a movement that is strong in terms of both its size and quality. By 

June, 1981, Long Phu had established 276 collectives (90 of which are advanced 
collectives and good collectives) and 275 production solidarity teams, which account 
for nearly 50 percent of the farmland of the entire district. In the various 

production seasons, practically all of the collectives in Long Phu have displayed 

the superiority of the new production relations compared to working as a private 

farmer. Annual rice yield has increased gradually, the real income of collective 

members is higher than before and both the grain obligation and military recruiting 

are being successfully completed. In the villages and hamlets in which the 

establishment of production collectives has been completed, the face of the country- 

side has gradually been transformed and improved. The production collectives 

have been consolidated and developed; the district has not experienced a widespread 

disbanding of production collectives as other places have. Marked progress has been 

made in the work of strengthening and developing the organizations of the party, 

the government and the mass organizations on the basic level. Over the past 2 years, 

Long Phu has accepted 95 persons into the party. Long Phu has been able to achieve 
these results because it has a rather firm grasp of the objectives and requirements 

of agricultural transformation, carried out the redistribution of cropland well, 

mobilized farmers to begin earning their livings collectively, reorganized 

production, developed the potentials in its labor and arable land well, carried out 
cooperativization in conjunction with building small-scale water conservancy projects 

and quickly introduced new, high yiel« varieties of rice in main crop production, 

thereby causing agricultural production within the district, primarily rice 

production, to constantly increase, alolishing the pervasive hunger that once 

existed and firmly stabilizing the li.\ing conditions of farmers. In Long Phu 

District's movement to establish production collectives, Production Collective Number 6 
in Khuan Tang Hamlet in the town of Long Phu is a model unit. Operating under 

the difficult production conditions oi the acidic, tidewater area, where once only 
one, low yield crop was raised per yer and the people lived in poverty, Production 

Collective Nunber 6 employed collective labor to build water conservancy projects, 
changed the allocation of rice varieties, processed organic manure and gradually 
initiated multicropping and intensive cultivation. By 1980, the average rice yield 
per season was 5.04 tons per hectare i.nd paddy output had doubled compared to 1979. 
An average of 2 tons of paddy per heciare was sold to the state, with 1,000 kilograms 
per capita remaining after the obligaiion to the state was met. 

In the treshwater area, the movement to establish production collectives and 

cooperatives has encountered numerous difficulties over the past several years and 

many collectives and cooperatives have been disbanded. Meanwhile production 

solidarity teams have been maintained and continue to develop. A number of 

production solidarity teams have been upgraded to production collectives; however, 

they have yet to collectivize farmland (as a result, they are called frame 

collectives) and still maintain the activities of a production solidarity team. 
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Whereas, in the districts of the alluvial, tidewater area, the production collective, 

as represented in Long Phu District, is the basic form of organization, it is not 

surprising that the production solidarity team is the universal form of organization 

in the freshwater area, where natural conditions are favorable and many middle 

farmers (with both cropland and orchards) who produce a large quantity of 
agricultural products live. The experience of many production solidarity teams that 
operate well shows that even though the private ownership of the instruments of 

production has not been abolished, this form of organization has begun to have a 
strong impact by stimulating the development of production, stabilizing and 

improving the living conditions of farmers, establishing economic relations between 

farmers and the state and creating the premises in terms of both material bases 

and cadres for steady advancement to «he next stage of collectivization. The former 

"Collective Number 9" in Ke An Village, Ke Sach District, which is organized and 

operates as a production solidarity team, is a model of this form of transition. 

"Collective Number 9" carried out production in accordance with the requirements of 

the state plan: with its experience in well coordinated intensive cultivation, 

especially in the use of new varieties and the construction of water conservancy 

projects, it made good use of the state's investment of fertilizer and petroleum 

products under two-way economic contracts and constantly raised the yields of both 

summer-fall and 10th month rice. Its summer-fall rice yields increased from 4.6 

tons per hectare in 1979 to 5.4 tons per hectare in 1980 and 6 tons per hectare in 
i981. Its 10th month rice yields increased from 4 tons per hectare in 1979 to 4.6 
tons per hectare in 1980. "Collective Number 9" sold to the state an average of 

3.6 tons of paddy per hectare of farmland. The living conditions of the families 
within the collective have been markedly improved. Within "Collective Number 9,” 
although cropland is still under private ownership, the farmers, upholding the 

tradition of unity and mutual nelp, have redistributed income among the families 

of middle farmers and distributed cropland to poor families. Over the past several 

year, “Collective Number 9," by means of joint efforts and pooled capital, has 

established a number of material-technical bases for the collective economy; for 

example, it has purchased mechanical }lows, mechanical harrows and pumps and its 

members have worked together to build two water conservancy canals. On the basis 

of operating under a plan and beginning to become accustomed to collective labor, 

"Collective Number 9" established outy;ut quotas and labor and supply cost ceilings 

for each field. ‘hese were important toundations upon which "Collective Number 9" 

~ould advance to collectivizationy in May, 1961, "Collective Number 9" began 

sollective production and immediately implemented product contracts. 

in keeping with Party Secretariat directive number 100, the Hau Giang Provincial 
Party Committee guided a pilot project in the use of product contracts within a 
number of production collectives and cooperatives. As though it were a flow of 

resh, clear water, the farmers of Hau Giang welcomed the product contract with 

aborers and put it to use rather rapidly. During this summer-fall season and 
Jth month rice season, 538 of the 942 production collectives and cooperatives 

within the 10 districts and the city operated under rice product contracts. This 
was very new work and the movement could not avoid spontaneity because there was 
not a complete understanding of the new management mechanism and cadres had not 
een trained; therefore, shortcomings developed at one place or another. Desite 
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this, the results that were achieved, especially in the collectives that complied 

with Secretariat directive number 100, were quite evident: the masses worked 

with enthusiasm, tried to meet and exveed the quotas assigned to them and did not 
abandon their fields and not work them as was the case before; production developed 

and collective members became closely linked to the collective economy. Clearly, 

through the use of the new form of contracts, socialist production relations, 

instead of being abandoned, have been further strengthened. Weak and deficient 

collectives that were on the brink of being disbanded were restored. Many private 

farmers voluntarily joined collectives; and enthusiastically responded to the use of 
product contracts in agriculture. This can be considered a new trend, a trend that 

opens a new prospect for the cooperativization movement in the years ahead. 

The establishment of new production collectives and the immediate implementation of 

product contracts will attract the mass of farmers. The best way to prepare the 

foundations for establishing collectives and immediately implementing product 

contracts is to widely develop the production solidarity teams and guide their 

operations in exact accordance with the requirements of a form of trensition. 

Suitable torms of transition that have been tested in practice and the experiences 

gained i: the trial implementation of product contracts, these are the keys that 

will help Hau Glang overcome the tendency to waver and hesitate and the tendency to 

act impetuously and carelessly, which have caused a lack of progress and delays over 

the past several years, and advance the province's agricultural cooperativization 

movement strongly and steadily in the coming period. 
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OVERCOMING THE REMNANTS OF FEUDAL THINKING IN YOUTH WORK 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 39-45 

[article by Bui Ngoc Trinh 7 

[Text_/ In order to educate, train and develop the revolutionary shock role of 
the young generation in accordance with the viewpoints of Marxism-Leninism and the 

line of the party on youth work, one of the important tasks set forth in Party 

Secretariat resolution 161 on the mobilization of youths iss “We must combat 

feudal thinking, the patriarchal style and other manifestations that impede the 

effort by youths to display initiative and creativity.” 

Thus, what is feudal thinking? How are its remnants impeding youth work? Why must 

we struggle to overcome its negative influences? These are questions that need to 

be answered. 

Feudal society was built on the basis of the landowner class exploiting working 

peasants through land rents and hard labor. The ruling class consisted of the 

king, officials and so forth, who represented the landowners and established the 

feudal system of ideology with a view toward protecting the special rights and 

privileges of the feudal] class. 

feudal ideology recognized a social order in which the king was at the top, officials 

were in the middle and the citizen was at the bottom. More than any other society, 
feudal Society was a society of a hierarchial order. Everyone in society had a 

specific duty and could only act in accordance with that duty. Every change, every 

ipheaval in the hierarchy was considered hostile by feudal thinking. 

Feudal thinking recognized and supported the several key relationships in society. 
These relationships, which they called the three social bonds, were the relationship 
‘“e@tween the king and its subjects, father and son and husband and wife. The three 
‘airs of persons in these primary relationships were not independent of one another, 
ather, one person in each relationship was subservient to another. The subject 

as subservient to the king, sons had to be subservient to their fathers and wives 

had to be subservient to their husbands. This thinking led to the formation of the 
attitude of having little reward for children, youths and women (because they were 
in subservient positions); to the patriarch mentality and the attitude of respecting 
leaders (because fathers, leaders and superiors controlled subordinates); and to the 
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attitude of respecting royalty and ag: (because only persons of royalty and old 

age were worthy of being leaders, superiors). 

Feudal thinking emphasized courtesy. This courtesy, which was designed to support 

the affirmation and continued existence of the hierarchy of feudal society, was 
called culture. Feudal culture defined in detail the way of thirking, the feelings 
and every action in the behavior of persons within society, within the family and 

regarding himself. These rules were standards for uniformly evaluating and 

controlling everyone, not only in terms of their actions, but even in terms of their 

thoughts and speech. 

Appearance, dress, speech, behavior and so forth were factors to which feudal 
culture attached full importance. Feudal culture only permitted each class of 

persons within society to adorn themselves, dress, speak and act in accordance with 

their duty. The highest principle of this rule can be described as follows: "Whatever 

belongs to a superior must be more be.wtiful, more noble and more impressive than 

that which belongs to a subordinate. That which belongs to a subordinate must be 

smaller, poorer and more modest than that which belongs to a superior." The feudal 

Classes cultivated this culture in mai in a painstaking, steadfast manner that 

began in childhood in order to develo) among the succeeding generations a natural 

acceptance, an attitude of respect for and fear of the king and his officials, an 

@;Atude of inferiority and self-denial of one's independence and dignity. 

Stressing culture, the feudal class wanted to perpetually preserve among the young 

generation a sense of naivety, humility, timidity and blind obedience to the ruling 

class, wanted the young generation to think as the king and his officials thought, 
to do what they were told. Every assertion of one's personality, every legitimate 
demand of youths, such as the freedom to love and marry, was curbed and prohibited. 

In contrast to the working class, which respects the new and likes improvement and 

progress, the feudal class found the nodel for its style of life in the distant 

past and among the elderly. Feudal cilture valued the old and did not accept any 
change; therefore, it was characteriged by thinking of the past and was extremely 

conservative. This is one of the most negative features of feudal thinking. 

In our country, the proces: of building the country has virtually paralleled the 

process of defending the country. Throughout its several thousand year history, 

our country has always bee: threatenec, encroached upon or invaded by the Chinese 

teudal powers; our people, while working their fields and terraces with hoes and 

plows, have also had to carry swords «nd knives and be ready to charge into battle. 

At times of peril, history has demanded that the largest, strongest and bravest 

force in society, the force that is most ready to sacrifice their lives, play an 

assault role. This force is youths. However, after driving off the foreign 

aggressors and establishing the natioral feudal dynasty, the ruling class, guided 

by feudal thinking, continue to have little regard for youths and women and fail 

to correctly evaluate or develop the jositive role played by youths. 

History also records that when he was young, the founder of the first national 

dynasty, Dinh Bo Linh, was a military leader in Ninh Binh. However, when he became 
emperor, Dinh Tien Hoang inh Bo Linh/only trusted in and relied upon elderly 
generals, such as Bac and Dien, who possessed a conservative, slave-owner mentality. 
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Tne House of Tran waged tnree wars of resistance against the Nguyen amy, mobilizing 

practically the entire young generation into battle; however, at the Dien Hong 

Conference, which was convened to discuss whether to establish a ceasefire or 

restore peace, rights were only granted to the elders, which made Tran Quoc Toan 

extremely angry. 

The House of Le, in its 10 year war o: resistance against the Minh army, also 

mobilized virtually all able bodied youths into battle. Fighting the enemy and 

recording major feats of arms were more than a few young, famous generals, such as 

Pham Van Xao, Tran Nguyen Han and so torth and even young women whose singing 

caused the enemy to "drink themselves to death"; however, during its period of 

greatest prosperity, the intricate exi.mination system of the House of Le did not 

accept many youths into the ranks of :.cholars. The vast majority of the officials 

in the administration (some of whom p:ssed thelr examination and some of whom did 

not) were adults. 

in the countryside, the role and the »osition of youths were no better than they were 

within the imperial palace. Whereas ‘he "village" is called the cell of Vietnamese 

national solidarity that preserves cu tural traditions and defends the country of 

Vietnam, it was within this green cluster of bamboo that feudal thinking was 

tenaciously preserved. Here, the cla:.s structure, the distribution of territory and 

food, the usurpation of property belonging to others, the jealously and animosity 

toward one another over a gift, over an official position were as old fashioned and 

bitter as they were within the imperi:l1 court. it was the private world of village 

officials, arrogant landlords and elders. Women were not called upon to perform 

any official duties. Young men were ordered about by their elders. They played 

the role of protecting, working for aid serving their leaders. 

When they utilized youths, the feudal class used the Confucian word "brave" to 

inspire feudal neroism among them wit: a view toward fighting foreign aggressors 
and protecting the system. To some extent, the arrogant landowners and the officials 

in the countryside also stimulated th's heroism among youths in order to protect 

their imnediate interests and maintal: order and security in the countryside. 

However, along with the word "bravery," they aiso used the word "polite" to 

bind youths to them. Youths, due to the dynamism and lack of maturity ami the fact 

they were not yet the beneficiaries o: the intricate rules of soclety, were often 

impolite.” Once a youth was “impolite,” he was nothing, even if he was "brave," 

that is, even if he had recorded a fe;.t of arms in protecting the ruling class. 

Because, Confucius saids "A person wio is brave but impolite is a person to be 
hated," 

jistory, the feudal class never viewed youths as a creative entity, as an important 
ree stimulating the development of :ociety. They had a low evaluation of and 

detested the dynamism and creativity of youths. They only used youths as cheap 
bor, as a tool to protect their clars interests, This is not to mention the 
countless generations of young women +hose human dignity was trampled upon by them 
“rough the concubine system, through barbarous forced marriages, thus destroying 
‘heir happiness. 



Today, the feudal system in our country has been thrown onto the trash heap of 

history. However, as Marx and Lenin pointed outs the thinking of a class generally 

has greater vitality than the class itself. The ruling class was buried by the 

revolution but its backward and reactionary thinking, as a result of being deeply 

rooted in society, still continued to emit their foul odor in the new life. We 

call this odor remnants. At certain times and places, these remnants rise up and 

have an impact upon society. 

Although they are living under the new system, persons within whom the remnants of 

feudal thinking predominate generally have difficulty accepting the new. From their 

point of view, the new is more difficult than the old, times are harder now than 

they were in the past, children are not as intelligent as their parents, men are 

superior to women and so forth. 

In the evaluation and utilization of soutns, the influences of feudal thinking upon 

adults are also very prevalent at thi:: time. 

Among adults, there is a rather large number of persons, including some members and 

cadres of the party an cadres of sta e agencies and the Youth Union, who do not 

fully realize the cutstanding contributions and the extraordinary growth of the 

young generations of Vietnam under th: leadership of the party, even though they, 

themselves, are members of some of thse generations. 

In the one-half century of following «he party in carrying out the revolution, four 

generations of Vietnamese youths have excellently completed the historic missions 

assigned to them by the fatherland andi the peoples opening the way for building 

the country, taking the lead in winning total victory over two imperialist powers, 

France and the United States, winning initial victory over the expansionism and 

big-country hegemony of the Beijing reactionaries and building and firmly defending 

the socialist Vietnam fatherland. In this process of glorious revolutionary struggle, 
the young generations have been forge and have rapidly matured both politically and 

socially. However, persons within whom the remnants of feudal thinking predominate 

Still do not see tne tremendous role ; layed by youths in the revolution as a moving 

force and refuse to view youths as th: persons to be educated by society, the 

creators of the new society and the min army marching into the future. These 

comrades disregard the extruardinary )'Togress that has been made with regard to the 
socio-political awareness of youths ad disregard the potential that youths have for 

marching into the future. To them, tiday's youths, even though they are cared for 
and educated by our party and system, are still socially and politically inexperienced; 
youtns do not understand "principles,' have not made contributions, lack experience 

in life, etc. That is, youths are still “inferior” to them in many ways. 

This view together with the narrowminced, envious patriarchal mentality have led to 

a failure to give attentio: to trainirg youths in order to accept them into the 

party, in order to promote them to por Ltions corresponding to the r-> irements of the 
development of the revolution and the growth of youths, thereby c Lhe 
conditions for youths to fulfill thei: function as the reserve for... « oe party. 

The Ha Nam Ninh Provincial Party Committee has reported that, for nearly a decade, 

many asic party organizations within the province have "silently" not accepted 
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outstanding Youth Union nentbers into the party. The average age of party menbers 

in the rural party chapters is nearly 50 and is as high as 55 in some party chapters. 

in L.C. Village, the average age of the members of the party organization is very 

high but, between 19°70 and 1950, not one youth was accepted into the party, even 

though the youth movement there is a very good movement amd the Youth Union had trained 
’ - ~ ) . - " ., > > . cat . 
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In the south, tne patriarchal mentali:y is even more widespread and even exists 

among more than a few cadres and party members. Many comrades not only have disdain 
for individual youths, but also disdain for the entire Youth Union organization. 

At the X. Middle School in Ho Chi Minh City, the party r 

Gisband the Youth Union chapter becau:e it did not agree wi 

chapter was periorming, even though 11 was proper work. At 

yapter issued a decision to 
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me did not endorse the criticisms offered oy Youth Union members, the dean of the 
- 1 tee 2 i , 7 > nf ’ vy ' , T)$ «4 4 school issued an order to close the Youth Union office. In 1977, in K. District, 

4 r > o~ ° . © - - . a Zz ’ 4 Ma oa . the district party committee secretar, met witn the district Youth Union five times 

but four of tnese times were f t irpose of rimanding the Yout nion as a 4» -wea Y &e Lam ‘ were ior & purpose Fr" reprinancife wad TOU UT) sAXJY TA COO 

: * vm » 7 ° ~ er ‘,  * , father reprimands nis children. Are :ot these grossly undemocratic action 
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manifestations z tne Tema! ~S w & .©€ia aA thinking? 

in the economic tield, persons who are heavily influenced by the remnants of feudal 

30 not tully see or do not want to accept the role of youths in creativ 

jauvor. They are i@ariul of this or tiat innovation by youtns, maintaining that 

they cause problems and even “show di: respect tor elders,” which reflects the 

itude that “cnildre not be better than thelr parents.” 

youths is only employed to “fight fires, 

to resoive immediate di’ usties witli out ever giving thought to comprehensively 

training youths in aceorusce with the viewpoints of tne party. Employing the labor 

of youths in an unplanned, very wasteiu] manner without giving attenti to meeting 

the legitinate reeds of yo.tns is a widespread practice at many econoni 

At many piaces, tne assai.' role of 
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installations. According to statistics, a certain state farm in the Nor hAS a 

,ator force that consists of %» perce:.t youths. This young labor force, by mean 
> | +» 4 - . 7 o , . . ; . oo : ; ° ww f technoeioKic 74 aMipr yveno t ai Aa ATi v itiol Be surpassed mAariy te ji LAS ind 

* annually @arns the state furm nearly 10,000 dong. However, of the 2¢ requests made 

Y youths rmegarcing matters pertaining to culture and their age group, such as 

equests for soccer balls, books, magauinen, tne construction of a club and go forth, 

uy Ole TeQue@st WAS grantec; the ent*tiishment of a soccer fleld for a number of 
youths 1: the state farm office. 
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ver worse, al a number of places, su 5 te . State Fart \nhuan Kal Province, 
ere 99.2 percert of the jibor force is youths, tne state farms have not o: Ly 
' ; , ; ; ~ P . ’ iled to givo attention to the age-group interests of youtns, but also looked 

OF ways to reduce their dally material standards. When thin war exposed, the ** 

ponsible persons threatened and scolded the youths 



in cecent ears, due to the requirements of developing production, a number of 

economic agencies have given their attention to utilizing the scientific and 

technical skills of youths but still co not want to use youths in management. At 

present, youths do not constitute more than 2 percent of the management cadres in 

the material production sector. This is a very low percentage. 

Are not the above mentioned deviations, narrowmindedness and irresponsibility 

indications that the remnants of feudal thinking are still influencing the 

@valuation and utilization of youths? 

In the field of culture and lifestyle, persons who are heavily influenced by the 

remnants of feudal thinking do not want to accept the changes occurring within the 

young generation as a result of the times and international intercourse. They 

do not realize that the changes in the activities and lifestyle of today's 
young generation (changes that have occurred while the young generation has 

continued to inherit and enhance the »evolutionary nature of their fathers and 

older brothers) ire easily understood and that some of these changes represent 

progress consistent with luws. Rathe,, they generally use older generations and 

their ow. period of youth as models fir evaluating today's youths. 

Many persons among them still want to impose upon today’s youths every outmoded 

concept regarding selecting an occupation, selecting friends, selecting a loved one, 

s@lecting clothing, Jewelry, the way they talk and act, etc. Moreover, some 

parents, when they realize that their child is talented with his hands and should be 

directed toward the mechanical engineering sector, the blacksmith trade, the 

carpentry trade and so forth, look for ways to direct their chili into the various 

fields of theoretical research because they think that conducting research at 

departments and institutes is the only respectable job (!). Very many parents, 
when seeing that their children are now speaking in a natural way with adu)ts, 

conducting themselves in a dienified ranner, expressing their own opinions and 

defending their opinions ‘rn a well re:soned manner, instead of being happy that 

today's children have abarx‘oned “he s.bservient speech and behavior of slaves and 
quickly establish their own personalities, complain that their children are 

impolite and rude. in asor than a fe. families, the parents disagree with their 
chiidre:; only over matters pertaining to the selection of clothing styles, the 
selection of the color of accesories end the arrangement of furniture within the 

nome. That te, they disagree with their children over aesthetics. Parents do not 
want to recognize the ability of thei: children to select that which is beautiful 

today and do not want to respect the independence of children in this field, 

rather, they only want to ‘make the stoe fit," to impress upon their children 

aesthetic tastes that are consistent »ith those of adults. 

it is regrettable that this not only cccurs within the narrow framework of a number 

of families, <chroughout society, there are cadres who, when evaluating youths, only 
do 30 on the basis of whether they like or detest some of their activities. In 

many schools, the persons in charge deny all of the necessary changes of youths. 
AS @ Tesult of evaluating youths incorrectly, many places have unjustly punished 

food youths simply because of reasons that deal solely with form. 



We are not in favor of absurd styles of dress, disheveled hair and unwholesome 

activities. However, we also cannot accept an arbitrary attitude in the evaulation 

of the culture and lifestyle of today's youths. This arbitrariness is nothing 

more than a manifestation of the lingering remnants of feudal thinking. 

Eliminating the remnants of feudal thinking in youth work is an important and 

pressing problem in the present stage of the revolution. Because, these remnants 

of feudal thinking pose very large obstacles to the effort to accept and thoroughly 

implement the revolutionary and scien-ific viewpoint of the party concerning youth 

work and have limited youths in their effort to fulfill their collective ownership 

role and display dynamism and creativity. 

Our party always has a high evaluatio: of youths and the work of the Youth Union. 

Tne party maintains that young workers, in particular, and youths, in general, 

are a very important component of the working class and the nation, are the 

revolutionary assault force; it considers the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union 

to be tne competent right arm and the dependable reserve unit of the party. Youths 

play the assault role in the building of society today and play the role of 

creating the future society. The party considers youth work to be work of strategic 

significance to the Vietnamese revolution. However, the lingering remnants of 

feudal thinking within society have caused more than a few persons to fail to 

realize or to slowly realize the tremendous revolutionary role played by the young 

generation and the strategic significance of youth work. 

Our party has also pointed out that teaching communism to the young generation must 

become the foremost, contral task in youth work and that the "training of youths 

to be the loyal and outstanding inheritors of the glorious revolutionary cause of 

the party in order to insure our victory today and tomorrow is an extremely 

important revolutionary task of strategic significance."(1) The persons who are 

seriously influenced by teudal thinking do not have a thorough understanding of 

this viewpoint of the party. They oniy use youths to have work performed but do 

not give thougnt to training and teaciing youths. 

ihe party teacnes that we must uphold the right of collective ownersuip and tap 
tne dynamism and creativity of the yo ng and create the conditions for them to 
“ontribuie and mature, to rapidly assime the role of the collective masters who 
uild and manage society. Persons whe are seriously influenced by feudal thinking 

o not sse this point. They approach youths with a patriarchal, arrogant attitude 

and cause youths to shrink away from inem, to not dare assert their personalities 
or their qualifications to be masters, to not display the very valuable dynamism 
nd creativity of the young. 

tention must be given to the fuct that today’s youths have not been influenced 
sry much by feudal thinking. However, as long as the remnants of feudal thinking 
emain in society, they car influence some youtns and be strengthened when these 

youths begin to become adults. Once tue victims of incorrect evaluations and 
- ilization as a result of the influences of the remnants of feudal thinking, they 
econe patriarchs and incorrectly evaluate and utilize the new generation of youths. 
his cause and eifect relationship 1s 1s vicious a circle as the daughter-in-law- 
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mother-in-law relationship under the old system. In actuality, we have seen that 

more than a few cadres and party members, even before assuming positions of 

authority, are considered by members of the party committee or people's committee 

to be their "younger brother or sister"; however, when these youths assume positions 

of authority, the attitude that was displayed toward them is displayed by them 

toward the cadres and Youth Union members under their authority. 

However, it would be unrealistic to think that the remnants of feudal thinking 

can be rapidly swept away by means of simple measures. In order to sweep away the 

remnants of feudal thinking and their influences in youth work, we must wage a 

determined, steadfast struggle, employ revolutionary and scientific methods and 

mobilize the strength of all of society. 

We must perform educational work so tliat the principles of Marxism-Leninism and the 

viewpoints and line of our party regarding youth work are thoroughly understood 
throughout society. In conjunction with teaching the viewpoints and thinking of the 

party, we must promptly point out and appropriately criticize manifestations of 

feudal thinking in youth work and point out the harm caused by them to the youth 

movement and to youth work so that every cadre and party member takes voluntary 

steps to overcome them. 

It is necessary to codify the youth work line of the party in the form of laws and 

regulations so that everyone, althoug!: not implementing this line on a voluntary 

basis at first, gradually does implement it voluntarily, implement it as a matter 
of habit. We must establish a number of mechanisms extending from the central level 

to the local level, especially at ins*allations, for the purpose of protecting and 

upholding the right of collective ownership of youths and insuring the correct 

implementation of the systems and policies promulgated by the party and state that 

pertain to youths. 

Thoroughly understanding the party's \fewpoint concerning youth work and establishing 

necessary regulations and laws of the state related to this work are two matters 

that ars closely related. If we only give our attention to propagandizing and 
explaining viewpoints and do not support this by means of regulations and laws, do 

not establish suitable mechanisms for insuring the implementation of regulations, 

we will fail to take the matter any firther than awareness and fail to transform 

circumstances, that is, fail to truly resolve the problem in practice. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Party Secretariat resolution 161 cn the mobilization of youths. 
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THE TRADE UNION, THE BASE OF THE PARTY AND THE STATE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

ECONOMIC POLICIES WITHIN ENTERPRISES 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN { COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 44-51 

{ Article by Dan Tam J 

{ Text_/ Our party is strongly changing its leadership within the economic field 

and making every effort to correct “ervonomic management by bureaucratic administration 

and subsidies, which employs political mobilization in place of calculating 

economic returns, employs administrative relations in place of economic relations 

and utilizes a purely administrative apparatus to manage the economy"(1), with a 

view toward accelerating the work of iuilding socialism and protecting the 

tatherland. 

As a member of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the collective ownership 

system, the Trade Union has a very large responsibility in implementing the 

economic policies of the party in the new period. 

In order for the party's line on builcing and developing the economy to have a 
positive impact upon life, it must take the form of specific economic policies 

and state plans. The major policies cn the development of industry, agriculture 

and so forth are the basis for formul: ting short-term as well as long-term state 

plans; and, it is on the basis of the: 6 plans that specific economic policies are 
formulated. Both the majo: economic jolicivs and the specific economic policies 
.re of very important significance in the leadership provided by the party and the 
‘conomic management provided by the state. The formulation and implementation of 

economic policies not only nave an impact within the economic field, but also upon 

the entire political and social situation of the country. 

splying the principles of Marxism-Leninism and the experience in socialist 
nmstruction of the fraternal socialist countries to the realities of our country 
nd in keeping with the economic line set forth by the 4th Congress of the Party, 
ne Party Central Committee has set forth economic positions and policies that have 

veer increasingly consistent with the country's situation. In particular, the 
resolution of the 6th Party Plenum, Political Bureau resolution number 26, Party 
secretariat directive number 100 on product contracts in agriculture and so forth 
‘ve opened new directions for strongly stimulating the development of agricultural 

industrial production. 



In recent years, due to the impact of the correct economic policies of the party, 

new factors in the development of production, economic management and the 

organization of life have appeared within agriculture and industry. 

Adopting economic policies that are correct and consistent with each stage of 

development of the country is very important; implementing these policies and 

causing them to become specific actions on the part of millions of laborers is many 

times more important. 

When their implementation is well organized, economic policies and state plans 

yield practical economic returns; and,in the course of their implementation, elements 

of them that are not perfect are amenied, elements that are incorrect are revised 

and elements that are correct are developed upon and can yield high economic 

turns. Conversely, when their implementation is poorly organized, economic 

policies, even though they might be very correct, are neither strong nor effective 

and might even have an opposite effect. The realities of the application of the 

three economic interests in agriculture and industry in the recent past prove this. 

In tne process of implementing economic policies, there are three important 

elements; for a long time, none of them has been thoroughly implemented; 

The dissemination of policies to the persons who will implement them (the various 

echelons, cadres and laborers) has generally been carried out in an administrative, 
less than thorough manner and without clarifying the viewpoints and thinking 

reflected in the policy. The most serious shortcoming has been the failure to 

closely link the effort to propagandixve and disseminate policies with the 
implementation of policies and the failure to keep abreast of the implementation of 

policies in order to resolve deviations and problems regarding the understanding 

of policies so that everyone implements them uniformly. As a result, an unwholesome 

attitude, a lack of confidence in the economic policies of the party and state exist 

at one place or another. 

In the organization of implementation, many economic policies of the party and state 

lave not taken the form of specific pians, regulations and measures of each sector 
and each locality; there are even plaves at which regulations are contrary to 
general policies. As a result of not deploying forces to implement policies, not 
establishing a clear division of labor and not insuring the fuil implementation of 
the principle of collective leadershi)}) and personal responsibility, a lack of 
coordination has developed: easy job: are performed by many persons or many 

components together while difficult jv. bs are given to other persons and components, 
if an achievement is recorded, everyo:e says he helped to record it, but if a 
shortcoming is displayed, \o one asswies responsibility. 

The inspection of implementation has :ot become a true system, has not taken the 
form of procedures that are binding ujon each echelon or procedures of the upper 
ecnelon that are binding upon the lower echelon. The habit of "leaving someting 
tali-done” is rather wides) read among the various echelons and sectors. At times, 
although inspections have ieen conducied and mistakes in the implementation of 
economic policies have bee: uncovered, determined steps have not been taken to use 
the authority of the upper echelon to compel persons to correct their mistakes. 
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At times, although inspections have revealed mistakes regarding policies that need 

to be rectified, the authorized upper echelon has not agreed that mistakes have 

been made and has not taken steps to rectify then. 

As an organization placed under the direct leadership of the party, the trade Union 

has always fully complied with the resolutions and policies of the party, including 

its economic policies. The Confederation of Trade Unions and the various Trade Union 

echelons have made an effort to gain a thorough understanding of the economic policies 

of the party, helped the state concreiize these economic policies in the form of 

specific systems and policies and proposed measures for educating and mobilizing 

manual workers and civil servants to scrupulously and actively implement these 

policies with a view toward developing production and organizing the daily lives 

of laborers. However, the greatest shortcoming and also the greatest weakness of 

the Trade Union is that it has failed to turn the economic policies of the party 

into intense revolutionary actions on the part of the working class, into the 

aspirations and will of the working class. Because its ability to grasp economic 

policies, persuade and organize manua] workers and civil servants and inspect and 

supervise the implementation of econoric policies is still poor, the Trade Union 

is not having a good impact, is not fulfilling its role as the base of the party 

and state in the implementation of economic policies within enterprises. 

Tne Trade Union, the largest mass orgenization of the working class, is the base of 

the party and state in the performance of every job within enterprises and agencies, 
the most important job being the implementation of economic policies. Lenin 

emphasized; "Without very close ties with the Trade Union, without the enthusiastic 

support of the Trade Union, without the dedicated work of the Trade Union not only 
in economic construction, but even in the organization of the military, it is 

obvious that we cannot manage the state and establish the dictatorship, not for 

2 and one-half years, not even for 2 and one-half months ."(2) 

As the base otf the party and state in the implementation of economic policies, the 

Trade inion must mobilize and organize the manual workers and civil servants at 

enterprises to enthusiastically implenent these policies while actively participating 

with leadership and management components in organizing the implementation of these 

policies; and, in the process of implementation, the Trade Union must report to the 
party and state matters within the policies that have been promulgated that need to 
be amended and revised and propose ne» policies that need to be formulated. 

1 the immediate future, the Trade Union must give appropriate attention to 

implementing the various policies on production levers and incentives in accordance 

witn the resolutions of the party and the decisions of the state. 

che formulation and implementation of production plans, the Trade Union must 
-tach importance to mobilizing manval workers and civil servants and helping the 
anagement agency in every way possible insure the successful implementation of the 

state plan with a view toward putting goods into the hands of the state; at the 
came time, it must give attention to mobilizing, developing and making full use of 
every existing capability and potential by way of raw materials, other materials, 
equipment, machinery and labor in order to produce additional self-produced products 
ind subsidiary products. 
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The Trade Union must, on the basis of the interests of the whole, the interests of 

the working class, struggle against every incorrect way of thinking and working, 

such as accepting state plan quotas that are lower than those that can be met as a 

result of a unit acting on the basis of its own limited, partial interests or 

using supplies and raw materials provided in accordance witb the state plan to 

produce products that are supposed to be produced entirely by the enterprise itself 

and so forth. The recent situation at enterprises shows that if the sense of 

collective ownership and the socialist awareness of manual workers and civil servants 

are not heightened, they very easily find all sorts of reasons to accept a state 

plan that is below their actual capabilities and find many ways to use the supplies 

and raw materials provided under the state plan for the production of products that 

are supposed to be produced entirely by the enterprise itself. In this way, the 

manual workers at these placed earn a higher income and their Trade Union cadres 

also earn a higher income and have the "sympathy" and "support" of manual workers. 

In the implementation of wage and bonus policies that coordinate the three economic 

interests, the Trade Union must fully understand the need to establish a harmonious 
and satistactory unity among the interests of the state, the interests of the 

collective and the interests of the i:dividual manual worker and civil servant. 

Many years ago, we committed the shortcoming of giving light attention to the 

interests of the individual laborer, consequently, we did not provide incentive 
for laborers to concern themselves with the results of their work. Therefore, 

today, attaching importance to the interests of the individual laboror is both 

necessary and correct. However, it must always be stated that, in the immediate 

future, as well as over the long range, the interests of the worker are, under the 

new system, identical to the interests of the state; personal interests and the 

interests of the part lie within the interests of the whole, the interests of society. 

It is incorrect to only give attention to the interests of the individual laborer 

and not give appropriate attention to the interests of the state. 

The relationship among the three econmic interests is established by means of the 

wage and Lonus policies, by means of the various percentages in the distribution of 

enterprise profits and by means of the obligations of the enterprise to deliver 

products to the state and pay taxes ir the formof state-operated enterprise 
revenues. A basic requirement of the Trade Union is to participate in and 
supervise the enterprise management agency's correct and prompt implementation of 

the systems and regulations of the stete, especially regulations on the contributions 

that must be made to the state in the form of money or material resources. Recently, 
there has been an abnormal situation in this area: nearly 40 percent of the 
products and commodities produced have not been turned over to the state by 
enterprises, rather, enterprises have marketed them by themselves or used them in 
"two-way" trade with other units.(*) More than a few Trade Union cadres have 
Sympathized with and even signed collective contracts with enterprise directors 

to keep a portion of their products ani keep money in excess of permissible amounts, 

which they have used to distribute to nanual workers and civil servants, thereby 

harming the interests of the state, of all of society. 

The basis for the remuneration of labor is the labor quota; the basis for distribution 
in accordance with labor is the quantity and quality of labor as expressed in labor 
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productivity. Therefore, the Trade Union must give its attention to mobilizing 

manual workers and participating with the management agency to devise new labor 

quotas and promptly adjust labor quotas where necessary so that all labor quotas 

are economically and technically based and based on empirical data. Correct 
quotas will cause labor planning to be accurate, tap the enthusiasm and creativity 

of the laborer and stimulate the development of production; conversely, incorrect 

quotas (quotas that are too low) easily allow the laborer to become lazy and retard 
production. Recently, for the purpose of increasing the income of laborers, but 

without taking into consideration the adverse consequences, more than a few 

production units, with the support of the Trade Union, have established many quotas 

that are not well based, reduced quotas on their own, haphazardly raised unit 

prices and contracted work without making the necessary calculations, thereby 

creating atrificial labor productivity. This has had an adverse effect upon and 

even caused major harm to the overall calculations and cost accounting of the 

entire industrial segment as well as each sector ami locality. 

Besides wages, bonuses of various types (bonuses for completing the plan, bonuses 

from enterprise protits, innovation- invention bonuses, bonsues for achieving 

savings and so forth) are very important su,plementary sources of income of the 
manual worker; together with the various subsidies, they can be considered variable 

wages. Also for the purpose of increasing the income of manual workers and civil 

servants at any price, more than a few installations, with the support of the Trade 

Union, have increased bonuses and awards in an excessive, sweeping manner to the 

point where they have lost all significance. At a rather large number of installations, 

“bonuses” are many times higher than the basic wage. In one locality, 26 of 76 
enterprises awarded “bonuses” to theic manual workers and civil servants in 1960 
that amounted to 8 to @ months of additional pay at a time when the Council of 

Ministers has decided that a bonus may not exceed 3 months’ pay. 

If this were done by every sector and locality and if this situation were not 

promptly corrected, it would be impos:ible to uphold the interest of the state, 

there would be no capital for expanded reproduction and, in the end, it would be 

impossible to satisfy the personal interests of laborers. This method of 

distributing bonuses has created an excessive difference in income among the various 

components of the working class and hid an adverse impact upon class unity, upon 

the effort to strengtne: the sense of organization and discipline of the manual workers 

and management cadres at installation. At the same time, as a result of tolerating 

this practice, the Trade Union at thee places has acted in a manner contrary to 

its responsibility, contrary to the p licy of the party and state. 

she economic policies of tne party ami state can only become living reality when 

‘hey become revolutionary movements o' the masses. The resolution of the 4th Party 

ongress stated; “Revolutionary work must be carried forwari by means of 
evolutionary movements. 

in order to create widespread and continuous revolutionary movements of the masses, 

wo must skillfully combine political snd economic, educational and administrative, 

ideological and organizational measur:s and closely and smoothly coordinate the 

activities of the organizations of the party and the various economic and social 

rganizations."(3) 
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Organizing movements of manual workers and civil servants to emulate in work and 

production and successfully implement the economic policies of the party and the 

plans of the state is the foremost and constant task of the Trade Union. To perform 

this task well, the Trade Union must develop upon and apply the lessons and experiences 

it has learned and gained and must, in particular, overcome the tendency to make 

the mobilizing of the masses and the organizing of movenents purely bureaucratic 

and administrative matters. These tendencies are evident in slogans and thenes of 

movements that are not consistent with the economic situation and requirements of 
the country; in measures for mobilizing the masses and organizing movements that 

are not closely linked to economic policies, cannot appropriately coordinate the 

three economic interests and rely heavily upon motivation and exhortation while 
giving light attention to providing miterial incentive and not giving appropriate 

attention to the interests of persons who contribute much to production. while 

overcoming the mistakes mentioned above, the Trade Union must prevent the tendency 
to place sole emphasis upon material interests, to use material interests in place 

of management, in place of ideological work, in place of mobilizing and organizing 
movements. 

Through its work of mobilizing and organizing the implementation of economic policies, 

the Trade Union learns about and faithfully reflects the legitimate requirenents 
and aspirations of the mass of «anual workers and civil servants in order to help 

the party amend or devise new economic policies. In the recent past, on the basis 
of the realities of the production movement of the masses, our party concretized 

the resolution of the 6th Party Plenum in the form of specific policies regarding 
production, distribution and circulation and is continuing to research and promulgate 

other important policies. In order to do a good job of contributing opinions to 

the organizations of the party on the various levels, Trade Union cadres must always 

be vigilant and clearly determine what has been done as the result of a mistake 
and must be rectified, what is inadequate or not yet in existence, which policies 
must be amended or promulgated, what can be done and what cannot be done, what are 
tne legitimate aspirations and intere: ts of the masses, what represents the scheme 
of the enemy and decadent reactionariks to provoke workers and create displeasure 

among the masses and so forth. Only when the corps of Trade Union cadres is alert 
and clearuighted, i5 it pousible for the Trade Union organization to have the 
conditions to truly become the thread linking the party to the mass of manual 
workers and civil servants. 

Endeavoring to successfully carry out the economic policies of the party is the 
extremely important task o! the Trade Union, is a task that reflects the party and 
class nature of the Trade Lnion. In crder for the Trade Union to fulfill this 
task well, it must be under the close leadership of the party and have the 
collaboration and cooperation of the various state agencies, from the agencies that 
research and tommulate policies to the agencies that implement policies, from the 
central and lesal levels to the basic level, especially the basic level. The various 
party committee echelons must strengthen their leadership of the Trade Union and 
create every possible favorable condition for it to gain a full and prompt under- 
standing of economic policies. The agencies of the state must maintain a close 
relationship with the Trade Union organizations on the various levels; speci! ically, 
they must “truly respect the voice of the Trade Union, considering it to be the voice 
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of the mass of workers. As regards economic matters, technical matters and 

discipline in production and matters relating to politics, society and the daily 

lives of manual workers, the state must establish a system of relationships between 

the various levels of the Trade Union and the various levels of the government, 

Which will insure that the Trade Union can speak for manual workers and which, at the 

same time, will show that the Trade Union is the link between the manual worker and 

the state."(4) 

FOOTNOTES 

l. The Political Bureau resolution o1 organizational work. 

2. Lenin; “Collected Works,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1969, Volume 31, 

} Jae 

° According to a report by the State Bank, the products kept by installations 

for marketing Cy themselves in the 3rd quarter of 1950 were as follows: 

State Raw Materials Self-Acquired Raw 
Materiais 

‘entral mmterprises: 

The Sout! 31.5 percent 50.5 percent 

The North 7.5 76.7 

Local Enterprises: 

The Soutt x 18 

The North 21 43 

3. ne resolution of the 4th Nationa. Congress of Delegates, Su That. Publishing 

House, Hanoi, 1977, p 69. 

4%, opeecn by Le Duan, general secretury of the Party Central Committee, at the 

“tn Vietnam Trade Unio: Congress, "Van kien Dai hoi lan thu IV Cong doan 
‘‘et-nan"/ Proceedings of the 4th Vietnam Trate Union Congress /, Lao Dong 
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1976, p ‘7. 



PRIDE 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 52-54 

[Article by Chu Mong / 

[ Text_/ When you are in friendly countries walking down a road, enjoying the 

scenery or watching the people in an ugricultural area or a mountainous area, an 

elderly person, a youth or a child will suddenly come up to you and ask ina 

hesitating voice; "Vietnamese?" You nod your head and politely reply: "Vietnamese," 

Then, this person will immediately display an attitude of hospitality, joy, and 

excitement, tightly grasp your hand and repeat the words: "Vietnam-Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam-Ho Chi Minh.” You look at each other, feeling as moved, as close and as 

happy as two relatives meeting each other after a long period of separation. At 
such a time, you cannot help but feel deep within your heart pride in being a 
citizen of Vietnam in the age of Ho Chi Minh, the citizen of a country that has made 

a worthy contribution to the common cause of the people of the world against 

colonialism, imperialism, expansionism and hegemony. 

in a tew countries, persons have visiied compatriots who left the fatherland, left 

in “search of a living" over one-half century ago and who have children, nephews, 

nieces and grandchildren that were boin in that country. But, in the most revered 

part of their homes, the visitors saw a picture of President Ho Chi Minh placed 

on the alter. This alter is both the alter of their forefathers and the "fatherland 

alter,” as overseas Vietnamese frequently refer to it. Looking at the picture of 
President Ho Chi Minh, both the owner of the house and the visitor share the same 

pride: the pride of being persons wh. once lost their country but have now become 

Citizens of the Socielist Republic of Vietnam, persons who have the “heroic 

Vietnamese fatherland,” 

As one travels the roads of our countiy, from the North to the South, one recalls 
the unforgettable months and years of the fierce fight against the French colonialists 
and the U.S, imperialists, a fight thet lasted for a full 30 years. In fact, there 
were times when "the earth seemed to »ant to crack" in this land. Yet, we wore the 

ultimate victors. We overcame every challenge and, today, are rebuilding the 
country. Our difficulties are many, tut we have overcome the worst of our adversities. 

Both the present and the future of the country are in the hands of persons who are 
also the masters of the country, the citizens of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
When we think about the months and years that have past, look at the present and look 

to the future, we feel pride, 
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"Vietnamese pride” has been passed down from one generation to the next througn 

che 4,000 year history of the nation. Expressing this pride, Uncle Ho reminded us; 

“The Hung Kings performed the service of building the country, we must work together 

to defend it."(1) 

“rom the Hung Kings, the Trung Sisters, Ngo Quyen, Le Hoan, Ly Thuong Kiet, Tran 

nce Dao, Le Loi, Nguyen Hue...to President Ho Chi Minh, the cause of our nation 

as always been the cause, as stated by Nguyen Trai, of "the great cause triumphing 

r cruelty, love of mankind replacing tyranny"(Binh ngo dai cao). This is 
Al " 

tiamese price. 

de are proud of the indomitable spiri:t, the intelligence and the bravery of our 

*tnamese nation. Having experienced several thousand years of Wilding and 

fending the country, the nation of \ietnam has, in tne face of every turning point 

. oistery, strengthened its solidarity, worked together to preserve the nation’s 

‘ivilization, pooled their intelligence to find the path of national salvation. 

ietnamese pride that we have inherited from our forefathers is truly remarkable 

nd genuine. However, this pride that we inherited was incomplete, was limited 

by the conditions of the various ages because the people had never truly exercised 

ownership. 

in the “age of Ho Chi Minh,” Vietnamese pride has been elevated to a new pinnacle 

, Our party and become complete and pure. Under the light of Marxism-Leninism, our 

.cty led our people in fighting to liberate the country and unify the nation; today, 

inder the banner of the party, the people of the entire country are struggling to 

build socialism and protect the socialist fatherland. The fatherland and the people 

Nave come together within one, complete entity. Patriotism and proletarian 

‘nternatiornalism have been smoothly combined. As a result, today, this pride is 

. prectous spiritual attribute which every Vietnamese, imbued with the thinking 

‘verything for the socialist fatherland, for the happiness of the people,” is 

reupecttully preserving for himself ard herself and for his or her children, for 

day and for the future. Not resting our hoads on this spiritual “laurel,” we 
tdeur Lt to bu a shiela for protecting ournelves and a sword for fighting the 

‘re, we cannot heip but ask ourselves a new question: how do we maintain and use 

nan effective weapon? 

ic osoe lial, revgardiess of their position, as they continue to follow the banner of 
party, the vast majority of the persons in the "age of Ho Chi Minh" continue to 

r but honest lives, leaving nothing by way of "titles," "inheritance," 
accounts” or personal wealth to their children. The most valuable "personal" 

ety of one's entire active life continues to be pride as expressed in the 

re to constantly improve one’s revolutionary qualities and work skills, the 
onse8 o. serving the people in a faithful manner, and the determination to complete 

Signed production, combat and work tasks in accordance with each person's job. 
Lae main stream of our social Life. It is this Vietnamese pride that 

ff us to overcome new difficulties and challenges, especially the 

(ff{culties in our economic life at this time. 
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However, we have also witnessed more than a few persons whose pride has declined, 

even disappeared. Some persons who have been "attacked" by base desires have 

feebly resisted and gradually fallen by the wayside. Some persons who are seriously 
afflicted with selfish individualsin nave gradually become persons who are divorced 
from the revoluticnary ideals of our party and people. Having lost their Vietrazese 

pride, they have become pawns, become loudspeakers spreading the distorted arguments 

and propaganda of tne economy. Having become materially decadent, a nunber of 

persons have gradually fallen into the abyss of political decadence, an abyss filled 

with perils. 

of course, such persons, although they harm the revolution somewhat, cannot shake 
the will of the mass of our cadres and people, who are determined to struggle to 

build socialism and protect the fatherland. 

Vietnamese pride has the effect of strengthening and enhancing the spirit of 

responsibility, strengthening the confidence in the future of our country's 
revolution and, at the same time, preserving our qualities. This pride is in everyone's 
neart but is also tne common property of everyone. For this reason, in the face of 

the actions of some persons who cheaply sell their qualities and commit themselves 

to a life of decadence and deviance, the mass of our people, with their inherent, 

legitimate pride in their nation, fee. offended as a community, feel offended 

personally. Therefore, they cannot miintain a tolerant attitude and allow these 

“worms” to undermine our pride. 

Vietnamese pride, which has been cultivated and nurtured throughout the 4,000 year 

history of the nation of Vietnam, has reached a level] of purity and completeness 

today, thus causing every patriotic Vietnamese in the age of Ho Chi Minh to make 

every effort to preserve it, to use it as his source of inspiration in order to 

steadily advance under the banner of the party and make contributions to the work 

of building and protecting the social st Vietnamese fatherland. This is one of 

the remarkable characteristics, one o: the fine traditions of Vietnamese social life. 

FOOTNOTES 

1, "Lich su Viet-nan” / The History of Vietnam_/, Social Sciences Publishing 
House, Hanoi, 1971, Volume I, p 3. 
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THE BINTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 

ianoi TAP CHI CONG SAN { COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 81 pp 55-65, 70 

{ Article by Phuc Cuong _/ 

[ Text / . The Decisive Historic Fi.ctors in the Birth of the Non-Algined Movement 

The non-aligned movement is a new phe:omenon in international relations in the post 

World War II period. The birth of this movement came about as a result of many 

factors. 

Following Worle War II, the world socialist system was born; tw independent social 

systems were created in the world. The U.S. imperialists started the cold war, 

intensified the arms race and frantically prepared for war against the Soviet Unicn 

and the socialist camp. The establisiment by the United States of the North Atlantic 
Military Alliance led to the formation of the Warsaw Pact and the formation of 

two opposing military blocs in Europe. In the 1950's, as a result of the policy 

of tne Leperialist camp, led by the United States, of pursuing the arms race and 

preparing for war, the threat of world war because especially serious. 

second important event following he birth of the world socialist system, was the 

utronge development of the national literation movement. The colonialist countries 

wontern Europe waged bloody wars asainst the peoples of the colonies. At the 

ame time, the L.°. imperialists and tne other imperialists established military 

alliances i: Asta, Africa and Latin Anerica, especially in Asia, for the purpose 

f opposing the national independence movenent. 

Inder the international conditions of the 1950's, a trend appeared among a number of 

ewly independent Asian countries, esjecially India, to follow a neutral course, to 
t Join any camp and to oppsse the ertablishment of military alliances. These 

countrien maintained that this was the only way to maintain peace and national 

icependence, This trend was fiercely opposed by the U.S. imperialists. During 
iw (9) 'S, the conditions did not exist for this trend to become the non-aligned 

movement. The Affo-Asian conference teld in Bang Dung in 1955 reflected some of the 

sepirations of the newly independent countries in Asia and Africa to safeguari peace 
wd protect their national independence. However, after the Bang Dung conference, 
Lt was impossible to convene a second Afro-Asian conference because China wanted to 

' trol the forees of Asia and Africa to serve its ambition of hegeaony. 
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Tne non-aligned trend only became tne non-aligned movement as a result of the 

nistoric conditions that existed in the final years of the 1950's and the first 

years of the 1960's. 

In 1957, the Soviet Union launched earth's first manmade satellite, thereby putting 

an end to U.S. superiority in strategic weapons. The territorial inviolability that 

the United States had enjoyed during the two world wars was abolished. Together 

with losing its superiority in nuclear weapons, the United States, for the first 

time in nistory, was within the range of these weapons if it ever recklessly 

inleashed a nuclear war. Parity in nuclear weapons in the U.S.-Soviet strategic 

balance had been established. Now in a weakened position, the United States was 

forced to revise its strategy from the general strategy of "repelling communisa” 

and the “massive retaliation” military strategy to the "strategy for peace” and the 

“flexible response” military strategy. J. Kennedy advocated a shift to detenie 

with the Soviet Union. The cold war of the 1950's was gradually brought to an end 

and replaced by moderation in U.S.-Soviet relations. In the early 1960's, the 
possibiiity for peaceful coexixtence between the two opposing social systems was 

firmly strengthened and the prospect ‘or safeguarding peace and avoiding a new 

world war vecame reality. The struggle to safeguard peace and oppose war developed. 

jhe second factor that had a profound impact upon the process of the birth of the 
non-aligned movement was the attempt vy the imperialist countries, in the face of 

the strong development of the nationai liberation movement, especially following 

the defeat of the French colonialists at Dien Bien Phu in Vietnam in 1954, to 

find ways to lead the national independence struggle of nations down the path of 

peace in order to continue to maintain their imperialist interests in the colonies. 

They termainated the colonial wars, negotiated with the bourgeoisie of these countries 

and granted independence to these countries in a vain attempt to stop the revolutionary 

struggle in the colonies and in the hope of ruling these countries by means of neo- 

colonialism instead of old-style colonialism. 

faking advantage of the weakness of tie western European imperialist countries 
following World War Ti, the U.S. imperialists pushed the British, French and Dutch 

from thelr colonies in a number of regions of the world and placed these lands 

under the control of U.S. neo-colonialism. U.S. imperialism became the imperialist 
Yower with the largest neo-colonialis. system. However, shortly thereafter, together 
with Lhe permanent collapse of the olii-style colonialism of the British, French and 

Duteh, .5. neo-colonialism also bega: to enter a crisis, which was marked by the 
collupse oi Batluta, the lackey dictator of the United States in Cuba (1959). In 
this situation, in order to continue .o maintain their yoke of neo-colonialist rule, 
the o.5. imperialists shifted to the "flexible response" strategy for the purpose 
of opponing the national liberation movement and, on the other hand, made every 
eifort to court the newly independent countries. Following its defeat in the use 

of military alliances for the purpose of bring pressure to bear, the United States 
was forced to accept the neutral line of a number of Asian, African and Latin 
American countries and, together with the other imperialist countries, try to lead 
the national liberation movement down the path of "the United Nations gmnting 
independence to the colonies"( the 1960 UN resolution on decolonialization). 



Tne third factor related to the birth of the non-aligned movement was that more and 

more countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America won their independence and these 

countries became a large force in international politics. During the first 12 years 

following World War II, only about 20 countries won their independence; however, 

from 1958 to 1964, that is, in the space of 6 years, 35 additional countries won 

their independence; in 1960 alone, 18 African countries won their independence. 

Deserving of attention is the fact that the majority of these countries won tner 

independence through negotiations with the imperialists. This characteristic 

reflected the victory of the newly independent countries; on the other hand, it 

howed that the majority of the newly independent countries wanted to resolve 

proolems in international relations by non-violent means, by means of peaceful 

negotiations and compromise. 

“he fourth factor that led to the emergence of the non-aligned movement was the 

attempt by tne leaders of a number of countries to take advantage of detente in 

U.5,-Soviet relations and the trend t.ward compromise in the relations between the 

imperialist countries and the newly independent countries of Asia, Africa and 

Latin America in order to play a large role in the world political system. Against 

the tackground of the world being divided into two camps, each of which was led 

by a poweriul country (the Soviet Union or the United States), they harbored the 

illusion of assembling countries, primarily the newly independent countries, ina 

third force standing between the two opposing social forces, even though these 

es did rot share the same intentions. 

the tirst ot these trerds was the French trend. Ambitious of restoring France to 

its role as a world power with a voice independent of both the United States and the 

Soviet Union, General DeGaulle advocated making France's strategic nuclear forces 

independent of NATO and assembling the countries of western Europe, China, Asia, 

4frica and Latin America within a thind force, which would be under the leadership 

of France ond stand between the two camps. However, the policy of France embodied 

num@rous contradictionss France wanted to play a major role between the two blocs 

tL nat imperial’st ambitions, conseq.ently, France, instead of rallying the countries 

61a, rica and Latin America, wa:. denounced by these countries (in the resolutions 
the aud 2d Hign Level NonAliged Conferences). Although France and China 

wreec in tneir opoosition to the Nuc. ear Weapons Test Ban Treaty, China sought ways 

ise one anti-imperiailist canner of national independence to monopolize the 
untvries ot asta and Africa, consequ:ntly, it also opposed the schemes of France. 
in addition, there was a major contraciction between the overly grand ambitions of 

france and France’: limited capabilities. France achieved some success in gaining 

tne participation of the western Euro}ean countries in the establishment of the 
juropear. Common Market (1957) but met with defeat in its efforts to assemble a 

‘ sece'. of these trends was the Chinese trend. The Maoist rulers of China had 
zg neld tne dream of ruling the world. he People's Republic of China was born 

at a time when the world was divided into two systems led by the Soviet Union and 
Loe United States; therefore, after consolidating their power on the continent, 

‘ne Tulers of China turned thetr attertion to assembling a third force in order to 
rise to tre position of a world power. In 1955, China used the Bang Dung Conference 
to t intluence among the countries of Asia and Africa. This was the first 
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attempt by China to separate itself from the world socialist system and assenble 

a tnird force outside the two opposing systens. China’s intention of opposing the 

Soviet Union, opposing the revolution became increasingly clear in the late 1950's. 

Continuing to scream their opposition against the United States, they supported the 

people of Korea and the people of Vie‘nam; however, it was clear that China advocated 

the permanent partition of these two countries and wantec to use the Korea and 

Vietnam issues to bargain with the United States and e:ter into detente with the 

United States. 

Between 1955 and 19604, behind the revolutionary mask of opposing the United States, 
opposing so calied U.S.-Soviet detente, Chim made every effort to rally the forces 

of Asia and Africa and competed for leadership of the world revolution in order to 

achieve its strategic objective of playing a major role in international affairs. 

China tried to assemble the countries of Asia and Africa within a third force in 

two ways. The first way was to brandish the Bang Dung banner in order to convene 

a second Afro-Asian conference. The »econd way was to join Indonesia in establishing 

a new force in opposition to the United Nations. China did everything possible to 

prevent the Soviet Union from joining either of these forces. China used both of 
these forces to oppose the non-alignec movement and oppose Yugoslavia and India, 

the two countries that itounded the no: -aligned movement. However, both of these 

éfforis met with defeat. 

The third trend was the trend of a number of famous leaders, such as Nehru, Nassar 

and Tito. They wanted to assemble a separate force consisting of countries that 

did not participate in military alliances, a force standing outside the two 

military blocs, and advocated the solution of international issues by means of 

negotiations. These leaders nad legitimate aspirations for peace and against 

war. At the same time, they wanted tc maintain the independence of their own 

Countries. On tne other hand, they shared the desire to assemble a third force 

in order to play a major role in the resolution of international issues. In this 

effort, they encountered a major obstecles: the desire of the Chinese authorities 

to monopolize tne countries of Asia a:d Africa. 

Due to their different national interests, the attitudes of these leaders also 

difiered. Although they opposed military alliances in principles, in actuality, 

Yugoslavia is a country in Burope, the only place in the world that has two opposing 
military alliances. The interests of ‘ugoslavia were not the same as the interests 

of the independent nationalist countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America because, 
at tnese places, tnere was only a host of military alliances set up by the United 

States to threaten their peace and independence. Under the guise of opposing 

military alliances and treating the Soviet Union and the United States equally, 

Yugoslavia was actually supporting the United States and opposing the Soviet Union. 

Conversely, the countries of Asia and ifrica considered their main threat to be 
the military alliances of the imperialists, such as the Southeast Asia Treaty 

Organization (SEATO) and the Central Military Alliance in the Middle East (CENTO), 
and lackey forces of tne imperialists were continuing to intimidate them. Therefore, 

Mr. Nenru and Mr. Nassar resolutely opvosed the military alliances of the imperialist: 
and sought the assistance anc aid of tie Soviet Union and the other socialint 
countries in order to protect their independence. For these reasons, as the non- 



aligned movement has developed, India has played an increasingly positive role 

within the movement while Yugoslavia nas moved in an increasingly negative direction 

and suffered an increasing loss of prestige. 

II. The Development of the Movement 

The period from 1961 to 1964 was the period of formation of the movement in terms of 
both its organization and the targets of its struggle. This was the period during 

which the U.S. imperialists were strengthening detente with the Soviet Union (the 
high level Soviet-U.S. meeting in Vienna in 19613; the 1963 Nuclear Weapon Test Ban 

[reaty; the rapid resolution of the Caribbean missile crisis and the Berlin crisis); 
on the other hand, the United States was looking for ways to counter-attack the 

national liberation movement (the assassination of Premier Lumumba in the Congo 
in i961, the Bay of Pigs incident in 1962, the special war in Laos and South Vietnam 
and so forth). 

Also during this period, China intensified its opposition to the Soviet Union and 

the United States, undermined U.S.-Soviet detente, which actually involved 

opposing the Soviet Union and competed for leadership of the world revolutionary 

movement while relentlessly attacking Tito and Nehru in order to assume the role 

of leading the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Against this background, 

the countries that participated in the Bang Dung Conference were divided into 

three groups. One group consisted of the nine countries that participated in the 

military alliances of the United States and the other imperialist countries. 

Another group consisted of 14 countries that pursued a non-aligned course and 

attended the Belgrade conierence. These 14 conntries and the 10 countries that 

won their independence following the Bang Dung Conference, together with the 

provisional government of Algeria and the Angolan National Liberation Movement, 
beaame the first members of the non-aligned movement. The third group consisted 

solely of China, which separated itself with the intention of establishing its 
own force. The Democratic Republic o' Vietnam was not invited to join the non- 
aligned movement. The First Non-Aligied High Level Conference held in Belgrade 

(Yugoslavia) was attended by 25 counto‘tes and the Second Non-Aligned High Level 

Conference, which as held in Cairo in 1964, was attended by 47 countries. The 

majority of these mew members were co ntries that won their independence after 1960 

by m@ans of negotiations and compromi:.e with the imperialists. Because of this 

makeup of the courtries that particip.ted in the first two conferences of the 
non-aligned movement, the isadership cf the movement during this period was 

actually in the nands of the founding members. Cuba and Algeria participated in 

the movement al that time, but were newly independent countries facing numerous 
difficulties and were unable to play a strong role within the non-aligned movement. 

‘he dual nature of the movement during this period was clearly evident in the 

troceedings of the first two high level conferences. The declaration of the 
Pelgrade conference dealt with the tw most important issues of protecting peace 
and national independence, maintaining that a permanent peace could only be 
achieved it the ruling yoke of imperielism and colonialism, both old and new, were 
\bolished, Comparea to the Belgrade conference, the Cairo conference went a step 
further in exposing "imperialism and colonialism, both old and new, as the basic 
source of international tensions and conflicts" and asserted that “abolishing 
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imperialism and colonialism, both old and new, is the foremost task of the non- 

aligned countries.” 

The limitation of the movement at that time was that it did not dare to engage in 

a face to face struggle with the U.S. imperialists, the ringleaders of the 

imperialists, who were frantically counter-attacking the revolutionary movenents in 

the world and intensifying the special war in Indochina while preparing world 

opinion for direct aggression against Vietnam (the Gulf of Tonkin incident occurred 

2 months before the Cairo conference). The struggle of the people of Vietnam and 
the struggle of the people of Cuba were considered issues of partitioned countries. 

On this basis, the conference demanded that the United States withdraw from 

Guantanamo in Cuba and support the unification of Vietnam on the basis of the 

1954 Geneva Accords. At the same time, it showed a tendency to establish a balance 

between the United States and the Soviet Union. The conference sent letters to the 

leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union, appealing to them to hold 

negotiations for the purpose of ending the arms race and maintaining peace. 

The tendency of some leaders of the movement to set the movement on the course of 

negotiations, compromise and protecting the United States was one of the main reasons 

why the movement was paralyzed following the Cairo conference, from 1965 to 1969. 
This was a period in which tne worldwide class struggle became extremely sharp as 

& result of the counter-attack by the imperialists and the international reactionary 

powers and as a result of a period of serious crisis experienced by the world 

revolutionary movement. 

Changing its tactics, China brandishec a far-left revolutionary banner in an 

attempt to sow division and create crisis within the world revolutionary movement 

and create chaos within China. The sc called "great proletarian cultural revolution,” 

which was personally launched and guided by Mao Zedong, submerged China in a 

civll war, paralyzed and disintegrated the Chinese Communist Party and dealt an 

extremely serious blow to the revolutionary forces within China. In the world, 

China, purusing a far-left line in the style of the “cultural revolution," appealed 

for the formation of Maoist parties ir all countries with a view toward creating 

a crisis and seriously paralyzing the world communist and worker movement. Although 

China appealed for opposition to the United States and the Soviet Union at this 

time, it actually directed tne spearhead of its opposition at the Soviet Union. As 
regards the United States, China signalled the United States that if "you do not 
bother us, we will not vwother you"; on the other hand, it weakened the struggle by 
nations against U.S. agyreéssion by pressuring them to direct their struggle toward 
the Soviet Union and rejecti:g@ tne establishment of a united, anti-American world 
people's trout in which tne Soviet Union participated. The pinnacle came in 1969 
wnen China unleasned a Lorder war agalist the Soviet Union and began to consider 
the Soviet Union its most dangerous enemy. In Southeast Asia, this was a period ir 
which the activities of Macism were the strongest. In 1965, China urged the 

communist parties in Southeast Asia to wage an armed struggle and carry out coup 

d'etats and urged the Chinese in the countries of Southeast Asia to establ ish 

Red Guards and carry out "cultural revolutions.” As regards Vietnam, China allowed 

the United States to escalate its war wainst tne Vietnamese and blocked Soviet 

aid for Vietnam; on the other hand, it opposed all negotiations between Vietnam and 



the United States. China planned to "fight the United States until the last 

Vietnamese.” 

Taking advantage of the reactionary strategy of the Chinese authorities of opposing 

the Soviet Union and opposing the revolutionary movement, the U.S. imperialists made 

every effort to counter-attack the national liberation movement. The selected 

Vietnam as the place to display the sc called invincible strength of the United 

States and waged a most bloody war to deter the world revolutionary movement. 

Encouraged and assisted by the United States, the Israeli reactionaries waged 

the largest war of aggression ever against the Arab countries in 1967. At the 
same time, the United States made every effort to create regional crises (the 

India-Pakistan war in 1965, U.S. intervention in the Dominican Republic in 1965 
and a host of coup d'etats in the non-aligned and developing countries--Algeria, 

1966, Ghana, 1966, Mali, 1967 and so forth). 

As a result of the counter attack by the United States and reactionary opposition 

to the national liberation movement and the revolutionary movements in various 

countries, East-West detente was undermined. Although the treaty banning the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons was signed in 1967, after that year, U.S.-Soviet 

relations were cold as a result of the war of aggression of the United States in 

Vietnam, the war of aggression of Israel in the Middle East and a number of other 

international events. The relations between the developing countries and the 

developed capitalist countries also became more tense. The negotiations, which lasted 

for decades, between the "Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries"(OPEC) and 
the western countries failed. The situation in many non-aligned countries was 

seriously unstable as a result of the acts of sabotage of the imperialists and 
reactionaries. The majority of the leaders who played important roles within the 

movement were either overthrown (Sukarno, Nkruma and so forth), met with many 
failures (Nassar) or died (Nehru). In the face of imperialism's intentional use 
29f war to oppose the independence of nations and in the face of the acts of sabotage 
and division by China, the revolutionary movement and tne nationas liberation 

movement in a rumber of countries suffered temporary setbacks and assumed a 

lefensive posture, At this time when the line of the leaders of the non-aligned 

movement of negotiating and making compromises with the imperialists had shown itself 

to be unsuccesstul, the arms struggle >of the peoples of various countries, especially 
che strugele by the people of Vietnam, entered a difficult, decisive stage. Ata 

number of places, such as tne Middle East and Latin America, the arms struggle 

was even defeated, This caused the non-aligned movement to fall into a crisis 

during this portod. he impass and crisis of the movement worsened when the leaders 

ot a mimber o! countries, primarily Yujosplavia, with the encouragement of the 

United States, looked for ways to deeply commit the movement to the course of 

ompromise, which would support the agressive intentions of the United States. The 

onference of non-aligned countries convened by Yugoslavia in Belgrade in April, 

issued 1. declaration by i7 countries appealing for an unconditional ceasefire 
nd negotiations to resolve the Vietnan issue, which was contrary to the just stand 

Vietnan and consistent with the stand of the United States. This action was 

opposed by the people of Vietnam. Some of these 17 non-aligned countries also 
rejected this appeal and withdrew their names from the declaration. The mistake 
made by this conference caused the non-aligned movement to lose even more prestige. 
A 

At a Lime when the movement against U.'.. aggression in Vietnam and the movement 
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against U.S. and Israeli aggression against the Arab countries were strongly 

developing in the world, many non-aliymed countries opposed Yugoslavia'’s campaign 

to convene a conference of non-alignei countries to resolve the Vietnam issue and 

the Middle East issue. Between 1966 and 1968, Yugoslavia proposed that high level 

non-aligned conferences be held four *imes and met with defeat each time. Clearly, 

Yugoslovia had lost its prestige witnin the non-aligned movement. The non-aligned 

movement concluded this period without holding the high level conference that should 

have been held ir 1967. 

Beginning in 1970, under the impact o the trend of development of the post-Vietnam 

period, the non-aligned movement experienced a leap forward in terms of both its 

size and nature. 

To begin with, the militant and revolitionary nature of tne movement was heightened. 

The victory of the Vietnamese against the United States strongly inspired the 
people of the world in their revolutionary struggle and showed the peoples of all 

countries that a nation, although small, can, if it adopts the correct line and 

knows how to coordinate and utilize the overall strength of the nation and the times, 

defeat an enemy many times more power’ul. The victory of the Vietnamese and the 

defeat of U.S. imperialism were of hi:toric and international significance. Many 

countries of the world developed a new concept to reflect the significance of the 

Vietnamese revolutions the post-Vietram period. The victory of the OPEC countries 

in the use of the weapon of petroleum against imperialist exploitation was new 

proof of the strength of the anti-imperialist militant solidarity of the peoples 

of the developing countries. This victory strongly inspired the nations of Asia, 

Africa and Latin America in their fight to liberate themselves and protect their 

national independence. Following the victory of Vietnam, a host of countries won 

their independence following a process of violent struggle in Africa, the Middle 

East, Central America, Southeast Asia and so forth, thereby changing the balance of 

power in many regions of the world. The participation by these countries in the 

non-aligned movement changed the size and structure of the movement. Ihe number 

of members doubled within the space oi 1 decade. More importantly, the number of 

countries that had waged a revolutionsry struggle to win their independence increased 

many times and these countries played in increasingly positive role within the 
movement. 

secondly, tne national libveration striggle and the struggle to protect national 
independence during this period were nore intense than previously. In addition to 

continuing the struggle to win political independence, the struggle to abolisn the 
old economic order of imperialism became an important task. The imperialist countries 
not only continued to exploit the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in 
every way possible, but also sought ways to place upon these countries the burden 
of the capitalist economic crisis. The gap between the countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America and the developed capitalist countries became increasingly wide 
and the antagonisms between the developing countries and the imperialist countries 
became increasingly sharp. The developing countries, although not agreeing with 
one anotner with regard to social syst3ms and mational interests, were brourht 

closer together by the struggle for a jew, more equitable and reasonable ecu:.omi« 
order. This was a new, positive phenoxenon that emerged within the movement durz ing 
this period. 
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Thirdly, the balance of power within the movement has constantly changed in the 

favor of the forces actively opposing imperialism. The forces advocating compromise, 

advocating that the movement be steered from the course of struggling against 

imperialism, against colonialism and toward a course of “opposing both allitary 

blocs,” “OPPOB INE both superpowers,” which, in essence, means opposing the Soviet 

Union, nave gradually been defeated. The victory of the Vietnamese and the OPEC 
countries, the victories of the Cuban people and the peoples of the Asian, African 

and Latin American countries developing toward socialism, the victory of Iran, 

the deteat of Sadat’s line of surrender and compromise and the emergence of a 

front of countries steadfastly opposed to Israel as well as the defeat of the North- 

South negotiations and so torth prove the bankruptcy of the line of compromising 

with imperialism. China's emergence 1s a traitor and its open alliance with the 

imperialists against t viet Union, against the revolution dealt another blow 

to the forces tnat joined with China in wanting to steer the movement down the path 

of hs detailed both superpowers.” The Joviet Union has constantly developed upon 

its strengths and revolutionary offen:ive position and become the dependable base 

of the revoluti wary movement in the vsorld. Through the realities of their struggles, 

many non-aligned countries have come to see that the Soviet Union and the other 

socialist cour.tries are tne a apical base of the forces of peace and national 

independer.ce. The declarations of the 5th and 6th High Level Conferences of the 

Non-Aligned Countries praised the role played by the Soviet Union and the other 

socialist countries. 

o @ 

ourthly, against the background of the balance of power in the world constantly 

changing in the tavor ot peace and national independence, the relaxation of East- 

west tensions has continued to develop, as seen in the Berlin Agreement, SALT-I, 

the Helsinki Agreement a:2 so fortn. Peaceful coexistence between the two opposing 

systems has grow deep roots in Europe. As a result, the role of the non-aligned 

mMovemert in the mainterence of peace ind the development of the relaxation of 
ra 

ac 

tensions ha eer strongly increased. The movement has become an important element 
uf tne srees of peace in the mary 

{he characteristics preser.ted adove s'ow that, following the short period a 

crisis in the second halt ene 19°C s, the non-aligned movement entered a period 

f unprecedented development teginnin, la the 1970°s. he 3rd High level Conference 
neld dr Lunn in iyvO and, °° particular, the 4th High Level Conference 
nO@ld ds Al@erta 1: i973 marked a tuming point for the non-aligned movement in 

brandishing the arti-tmpertalist ba:uer in the world, the clearest example of which 

waS the move axing tne side of tie Vietnamese against the U.S. imperialist 

aggressors AI eeoguivine the Provisional Revolutionary Covernment of the Republic 

of South Vie is a. official member of the movement (ne Algerian high level 

conierence al: ent down in nistory es the declaration of economic liberation and 

mership ¢ tural res es of tne developing countries, inereby opening the way 
Jr tne comprenensive attacy against the economic exploitation by imperialism. The 
th High Level Conference neld in Havanna {n August, 1979, was the pinnacle of the 

process of development of the non-ali,;ned movement. The conference ushered in a new 
period of the movemert, the period of the line of resolutely struggling against 
imperialism and the lnternational reactionary powers. The declarations and resolutions 
oi the conference reflected the trend of the struggle by the peoples of Asia, Africa 

against imperialism and for peace, national independence and social 



Ill. The Problems and Prospects of the Non-Aligned Movement 

Tne non-aligned movement consists of the majority of the oountries of Asia, Africa 

and Latin America and a smal] number of European countries and accounts for “0 
percent of the world’s population and two-thirds of the members of the United Nations. 
Asia, Africa and Latin America are regions of extremely important strategic 

significance. Having been born and developed against the background of the storm 

of struggle for national liberation, of the fierce struggle between the two opposing 
world systems, under the tremendous i:fluence of the socialist system and against 

the background of the profound crisis of the capitalist system, the non-aligned 

movement is an important factor in the world political system. In the 20 years of 

its existence, through the important voice that it has at the United Nations and the 
other international forums, the movement has made important contributions to 

safeguarding peace, to the relaxation of tensions and to international security in 

the face of the scheme of the imperla.ists to pursue the arms race and create a 

tense situation in the world. In particular, the movement has played a strong role 

in supporting and inspiring the strugle by nations to liberate themselves and 

protect their independence against the rule and aggression of imperialism and 

reactionaries. The movement is an important force in the struggle within international 

forums to establish a new world econoaic order. 

On the other hand, the movement is a broad assemblage of forces. As a result of 

its very loose membership standards, the movement consists of many different types 

of countries whose political tendencivs and national interests differg therefore, 

the unity and solidarity of the movement can only be achieved on tle basis of 
a minimal platform, peace and nationa. independence, and, as a result, the ability 

of the movement to take action has de:inite limitations. Moreover, due to the class 

nature of the persons in power in many of its member countries, the movement has 

at times adopted a negative attitude toward a number of international issues, 

especially issues of a class nature. 

Heviewlng the history of the past 20 ears, it can be seen that the growth of the 

non-aligned movenent has Leen due, on the one hand, to the growth of the three 

revolutionary currents, in general, ard the growth of the national liberation and 

national independence movement, in particular; on the other hand, it has been due 

to the difficult and complex struggle waged by the movement itself to successfully 

achieve tne objectives of opposing the schemes of reactionary forces within and 

outside the movement to sabotage and divide the movement and cause the movement to 
turn away from tnese objectives. The representatives of the powrs who want to 
turn the non-aligned movement away from its objectives are China and Yugoslavia. The 
relationship Detween these forces has undergone numerous changes; they opposed each 
other during the 1960's ani have cooperated and collaborated with each other during 
and since the 1970's. However, they hare one thing that has not changed, their 
desire to monopolize the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America in order to 
create a third torce to serve tneir schemes. They have taken advantage of the 
antagonisns between the two systems, ‘he two blocs, in order to play a major role 
in the world that benefits them and, .t the same time, disorient the struggle of the 
peoples oi Asia, Airica and Latin Ameiica against imperinlism in order to steer this 
Struggle toward the two powerful countries of the United States and the Soviet (nition, 
which, in essence, means opposing the Soviet Union, opposing the revolution and 
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rialisn. Although Chira is not a member of the non-aligned movement 

and Yugoslavia is, their arguments are basically identical. They maintain that the 

cause of tensions in the world and the threat of world war as well as the causes of 

the conflicts occurring at many places in the world now are the formation and 

existence o! > 
- ” o military blocs and the competition between the two superpowers. 

As a result, they advocate opposing both blocs and onposing both superpowers as the 

only way to preserve peace and protect the national interests of the peoples of 

Asia, Africa and Latin America. Their argument goes against the realities of the 

struggle t he rations of Asia, Africa and Latin America. In the struggle to 

protect peace and national independence, the majority of the countries of Asia, 

Africa and t'rn America have the policy of not joining military alliances in order 

to avoid being led into the schemes of the imperialists to start new wars and 

in order * trtalr treir independence. However, refusing th join military blocs 

is not the objective of tnese countries. It fe only a measure. Their objectives 

are peace a aticnal independence. The realities of the world situation over 

the past 3° years have shown that the main threats to peace and the national 

independence o 

and tnterventionist 

*nere 

and Latin Americ 

35 years, 

places in 

> . countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America are the aggressive 

policies of the inpertalists and the reactionaries. Over the past 

rave peer military blocs of the imperialists in Asia, Africa 

a. The changing situation in past years and at present at many 

the world, from such regional conflicts as the wars in Vietnam, the Middle 

East, Soutn Africa, Central America ard the Caribbean to cases involving the 

partitioning of countries, cn aS Taiwan, Hong Kong, Korea and so forth, have been 

caused by the imperialists. Tnis fact refutes the fabricated argument of China 

and Yugoslavia that the se of the situation was the formation of two military blocs 

and competits 

Asia, Africa and 

Tne antagonism vetween th 

two “superpowers.” 

ica against 

interests o! 

The struggle of the peoples of 

imperialism is vecoming increasingly intense. Ame i 

these nations to live in peace and 

ata: 
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1 independence and the pol cy of imperielism to maintain its yoke of oppression and 
create a tense internatic: Situatior is irreconcilabic. The struggle by the 

peoples of Asis, Africa unc watin America to resolve tii: antagonism « birth to 

tho non-aligned movement aid is its sir case. The “vu year history the existence 

the non-aligned moveme:.' proves ‘tt in order to develop itself and play a positive 
roie®, the nor-allaned movement must cloocely linked to the struggle of the peoples 

vi Asia, Atrica anc Latin Amertea fc eace and national independence and that the 

avails of the ane must U corpistent with the goals of the struggle by the peoples 

i ASia, Alsica ai Latin America, Without the victories of the movement for peace 
and national ependence, there can (3 no growtn on the part of the non-aligned 

novener.t. fersely, if pon-aiigred movement separates itself from the goals 

of peace ard national independence, it can only fall into crisis but the struggle 
t the peoples Asia, Atr‘ca and Latin America will continue to move torward, 

the f tre world r itionar vement against the background of two 

pos! systems 1: tne world, tne non-aligned movemeiit is a force that does 
t partic! pate military hlocs; however, it cannot be a third force that stands in 

ne middle or stands o ] the struggzie etween th rees of peace, national 
independence and social progress on or: side and the imperialist and reactionary 
powers on the other side ne intention ot those who want to rally a third force and 
take advantage of the «a: tagonisms between the two systems is to serve their own 
selfien inter nije ly, this icheme can only benefit the imperialists because 



it will weaken the non-aligned moveme:.t anc isolate it from the other forces 

fignting for peace and national independence. 

The history of the struggle by the nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America over 

the past 35 years shows they can only follow one of two courses; they can either 

side with the imperialists against the peace and national independence of countries 

or side with the forces of peace and national independence against imperialisn. 

There is no third course. Because today's world situation is very complex, some 
persons might be deceived by the argunent of tne rulers of China and Yugoslavia 

concerning standing between the two blocs and opposing the two “superpowers” and 

deceived by their trick of using bigo‘ed nationalism and chauvinism to incite 

others; in the end, however, these aryuments and tricks will surely be bankrupted. 

The realities of the past 20 years have shown that the attempts to steer the non- 

aligned movement away from the objective of opposing imperialism in order to turn 

the movement into a third force have met with deteat and will surely be totally 

defeated. 

The struggle by the Vietnamese over tie past 35 years for peace, national independence 

and socialism has been a part of the : truggle of the three revolutionary currents 

in the world, of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America against imperialism 

in order to protect peace and national independence. On the one hand, this 

struggle has had the support of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. On 

the other hand, the victory of Dien Bien Phu in 1954 and the victory of the Ho Chi 

Minh Campaign in the spring of 1975 are considered by many countries to be historic 

milestones in the campaign to liberate nations. However, in the 1960's, the non- 
aligned movement stood outside the movement of the people of the world supporting 

Vietnam against U.S. aggression, which was a movement of unprecedented breadth and 

strength, and, at times, even took actions that were not in the interests of the 

struggle by the Vietnamese. However, as the struggle by the Vietnamese continued to 

develop and advanced to victory after victory, the non-aligned movement fell into 

a serious crisis. Beginning in the early 1970's, when the movement overcame this 

great challenge and resolutely took tiie side of the Vietnamese against U.S. 

aggression and took the side of the prople of the world in the struggle against 

imperialism for peace and national incependence, the movement took a long step in 

ite deveiopment and has played an inc)easingly positive role in the resolution of 

international issues since then. 

The realities of the history of the pst 20 years confirm that the combined 

strengtn of the three great revolutio:rary currents in the world, primarily the 

strugeie of the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America for peace and national 

independence against imperialism and colonialism, including the fight of the 
Vietnamese against the United States ‘or national salvation, brought vitality back 
to the non-aligned movement and set 1! on a course consistent with its objective. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA, PAST AND PRESENT 

Hanoi TAP CHI COM: SAN { COMMUNIST REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 11, Nov 681 pp 66-70 

[Article by Professor Pham Huy Thong,” 

[Text] The world has experienced profound cha:ges over the past 30 years, but 
no where have these changes been as lurge and profound as they have been in Southeast 

Asia. 

In the past, this land had no mame vf its own, but was considered a part of a larger 

region (the Orient, the Far East, South Asia and so forth) or, conversely, was 
considered an area consisting of many small areas (Dong Duong, Nam Duong and so forth). 
Then, world opinion did not have a very clear picture of this region. Then, this 

area was considered a sparsely populated area with a loose mixture of scattered clans, 

fragmented nations and insignificant “‘vilizations. 

Now, the situation is ditferent. As «a result of working together to overcome common 

challenges or similar diificulties, tie peoples of the countries of this region 

became increasingly aware of their closeness to one another, closeness in terms of their 

special characteristics as well as th interests they share throughout the region. 

In recent years, together with tremenious political and social changes, science has 
shed light on the “forgotten past” of the region, discovered the origin of life and 

the development of civilization and, on this basis, helped to shed light on the 

present situation, on the ontire tren! of development of history today. 

It is exciting to know that the countsy and people of Vietnam, in the past as well 

ap the present, played and are playimw, a positive role in the formation and development 
of the civilization and history of th: entire region. It is also exciting to know 
that the young science of Vietnam has made a contribution to this outstanding 
discovery. 

The Vietnamese lived at the dawn of history. This characteristic of the nation has 
guided Vietnam's social sclences toward attaching importance to researching 
traditions and learning about ail the material and spiritual values of ancient times 
in order to understand the person and society of today, in order to see the path 

into the future. This tendency has led social science researchers to realize the 
need to research Vietnam against the |ackground of Southeast Asia because, despite 
the changes brought about by history, we feel, on the basis of thelife we lead today, 



that the destiny of Vietnam in aclent times was not separate from the destinies of 

neignooring countries, of closely rel:.ted peoples. 

The view of searching for one’s origi, of delving deeply into the past to discover 

traditions, which was once a new view to more than a few persons, has now been 

cited by western scholars as an important lesson provided by Vietnam. French scholars 

in ethnic studies founded the French SOclentific Center for Southeast Asian Studies 

and the person who still heads this center, George Condominas, has praised our 

viewpoint as having awakened European and American scholars to the fact that they 
divorced themselves from the basic guideline of Greek philosophy, the origin of 

western humanist thinking: “know thyself.” The American,Dr. Jane Werner, who 
has invited us to present the archeolugy and history of Vietnam at a number of 
Anerican colleges, evaluates the realization of the need to research Vietnam against 
tne background of its close relationship with Southeast Asia as = brilliant discovery 

and a valuable contribution to science by Vietnam’s social scleroczs. 

Archeology was the first field of science to confirm the truth that is so ev).dent 

todays the Southeast Asian characteristics, not merely geographical, of Vietnan. 

Today's consciousness of Southeast Asa is based, on the one hand, on geographical 

realities and, on the other hand, on -he historical and cultural realities of 

ancient times, on Stone Age relationships that existed tens of thousands of year ago. 

Science has confirmed that life during that age was similar, in terms of level of 

development, at many places in Southeast Asia and, although the color of life varied 

slightly from place to place, living habits were virtually identical. For example, 

the crude Stone Age implements found at Cota Tampan in Malaysia are very similar 

to ones found at Nui Do. 

In a more recent stage of history, when Southeast Asia was one of the few places in 

the world and, quite possibly, the fiist, about 10,000 years ago, to make the great 

shift from gathering and hunting to a,Ticulture, this region showed itself even 

more to be a unified entity. Regardless of whether it is considered a single 

tulture with different characteristic: or different cultures of the same type, the 

Hoa Binn culture--the vestiges of which are found mostly in Vietnam--was the Middle 
vtone Age culture of the region, a cul ture characterized by the technology of using 

stones found in streams to make implei:ents. These implements were used to make other 
implements, weapons and furniture fron bamboo, wood and rattan. All of these 
manijestations of a system and a certuin level of knowledge gradually led to farming, 

anima] husbandry and production and “revolutionized” life here. 

In the Bronze Age, about 4,000 hears igo, brilliant Bronze Age cultures blossomed 

throughout the region. din the two main forms of this culture that have been learned 
so far, tne Dong Son and sa Huynh cultures, we more clearly see the close and deep 

relationship among tne cowitries and the peoples here at tne dawn of the history of 
the region's ,ations. Here, there were three centers of culture of the Dong Son type: 
togetner with the main center, the ofi:icial Dong Son center, which was located 

primarily in the Hed River Delta and the basins of the Ma and Lam Rivers, there were 

centers in the Van Nam and Quarg Tay sreas. The use of tne Dong Son drum, the 

representative vestige of the Dong Soi culture, sprewi widely before the Chinese 

expanded to the south and before the influence of India reached into the islands of 



the East; this was a phenomenon laden with significance, one that indicates the 

closeness of the populations of Southeast Asia, not only in ordinary terms, but also 

in the special terms of cultural intercourse and feelings. 

The blossoming of the Sa Huynh culture, which occurred at the same time as and a 

little later than the blossoming of the Domg Son culture and which was characteri sed 

by stone earrings and Jade carved in the shape of two-headed animals, is also seen 

in the area of the Dong Son culture or in the Dong Son type, in both North and South 
Vietnam and even in the Ca-la-nay [ Vietnamese phonetics /culture in the Philippines; 

jars used as graves and colored ceramic vases are also found in the Philippines and 

Thalland, thus providing further eloquent proof of the long-standing, close 

relationship in the fabric of the lives of the people here. 

Along with archeology, many other social sciences, such as ethnology, comparative 

linguistics and so forth, together with customs and religious beliefs have been 
employed on ar integrated msis to define the capabilities of Southeast Asia, past 

and preset. From each perspective, science has re-evaluated the level of 

development ard tne significance of Southeart Asia: culture. 

It has been a long time since the day: when colonial scholars repeated the ents 

of Mandarins of the Celestial Court, of the Ba-la-mon [ Vietnamese phonetics 
Taoist priests that people of Southeart Asia are “naked savages.” It has also been 

a long time since the days when it was accepted knowledge that the people of 
Southeast Asia, before the appearance of the Chinese and the Indians, were still 

Living in ignorance and, although the, worked with bronze, they only knew how to use 
it in a “superficial” way: to make spearheads. Today, no scholar at home or 

abroad would dare express a low evaluation of the Southeast Asian civilization in 

tne period of the Hung -ings, even though the arguments of the American scholar, 

#. Solnein Il, concerning the extraorcinary superiority of Southeast Asian creations 

are not readily accepted (arguments that set an earlier date than the date generally 
accepted for tne start of rice cultivation and metal refining in Southeast Asia; that 
extend the influence of Southeast Aste to Madagascar and the Mediterranean, which 

not only refutes the thinking of the \nilatera] influence of Chinese culture upon 
Soutmeast Asia, dut which also raises the opposite issue; the Neo-Stone Age cultures 
of China were intiuenced by the Middle Stone Age and Neo-Stone Age cultures of 
Southeast Asia an¢ the art of metal casting spread from here to the West). 

Although researcners still argue about these bold conjectures, they are now primarily 
concerned with tllling in the detalis of the rough picture that the French scholar 
Goeden began, to draw ft: the 1940"°s of the South Asian civilization, actually Southeast 
Asia: olvilization, in ancient nistory, as a civilization of people who cultivated 
fields, used buffalo and cattle, respected womer and rature, worshipped supreme 
boings, were considerate in their thirking,etc. Reinforcing the findings of 
archeology, ethnology nas further enhanced the icture of the Southeast Asian 

agricuitural civilization as a “tiller” civiilgation, thereby helping to resurrect 

aife at that time--making the picture ever more vivid. The people of that tine 
cultivated garmiens at an early date, raised melons and wet rice at an early date 
and domesticated animals at an early date; they built houses on stilts with pole 
frames that were suited to climatic conditions; they built large boats in order to 
enter the realm of @ maritime civilization; the men wore loincloths and the women 
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dyeing their teeth, chewing 

betel nut and tatooing themselves; tney celleved in the god of the flood and that 

man was created; they worshipped dragons and birds and worshipped the god of fire; 

they used drums, gongs, small bells and so forth. There is also evidence that the 

cultural innovation of agriculture of using plows in the ancient Southeast Asian 

societies, especially ancient Viet society, gradually led to classes and a state 
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Sonfirming the hign level of development, the vigorous style and the unique 

aspects of the Southeast Asian lifestyle, which differed from place to place but 

were common to the entire region, at .east a specific part of the region, is a 

service that has been performed by many sectors and scientists from many countries, 

including Vietnamese scholars. As regards verifying linguistic systems and the 

racial makeup of the region, our contribution has been even more singificant. We 

nave called attention to tne fact that the languages spoken within the territory of 

Vietnam, both in the past and at present, primarily belong to three bloodiines 

that have become intermixed to some e-tent: the Mon Khmer (also called southern 

Asia: Austro-Asiatique), the Thai ami Malai Da Dao (Malayo-Polynesien)(also 
called Nam Daos Austro-Nesien). In orcad terms, these are the three main languages 

in Southeast Asia. In terms of racia. makeup, this is the region of two main 

types: Indonesian and South Asian. “hese terms are not very appropriate but they 

do faithtully reflect the actual and «lear presence here of two races, both of 

which can be called southern Mongol races because both are in between the pure 

O-xto-ra-lo-it [ Vietnanese phonetics or black races of the Pacific, at one extrene, 
and the pure Mongol or yellow skin race, at the other extreme. 

One significant acnievement of the Vietnamese science of history in the recent past 

was the recogiition of the extremely important significance of the ancient Dong Son 

culture upon the history of the Vietnamese people. The Dong Son culture was the 
4 pinnacle of the sonvergence of the an lent Southeast Asian culture. 

in the course of its development over many thousand years, the Southeast Asian culture 

invermixed with other cultures, especially tne cultures of India and China. Through 

this cultural intercourse, Soutneast Asia “vave" very much and also "took" much. In 
the cultures of indfla and China, a rather large number of influences of the Southeast 
Agian cuiture axe recognized. in the southeast Asian culture, we also see the 

influences of the cultures of Indian and China. Throug!: cultural intercourse, the 

countries of Southeast Asia have, depending upon geographical proximity, been 

infiuenced by the two cultures of India and China in different ways. The countries 
in Souther Soutneast Asia were influcnced more vy the indian culture; the countries 
ir, the north, including Vietnam, were influenced more by the Chinese culture. This 
Situetion nas Caused Some researchers to be “deceived.” On the basis of the 
observation of superticial, external pnenomena, tnese researchers have stated that 
there were two cu.tures in Joulneast Asia, one under the influence of Iiaiia and 
on@ uncer tne influence of China. On the other hand, nearchers who possess a 

Serious attitude, after deeply studyin, the cultures of the countries of Southeast 

Asia and understanding their origins, ».ave reached the conclusion that the cultures o! 
of the Southeast Asian countries share a common origin in antiquity, that in their 
nistories, tne countries of Southeast isia have shared a common culture, the 
southeast Asian culture. 



Ine populations of each area, each country of Southeast Asia have, themselves, 

contirmed that tney were between the pressures of the huge populations and cultures 

of China and India, especially in the face of the expansionism of the Han hegemonists 

of the ruling, exploiting classes in China. In recent centuries, they have 

experienced a new challenge, dealing with which has been a matter of survival. This 

challenge was f western capitalism. For several consecutive centuries, 

the imperialists and colonialists fought over each piece of Southeast Asia; their 

rulers wanted to turm the natives here and everywhere else in the world into 

Subordinate classes serving inen. It was not surprising that the aggressors met 

with fierce resistance trom each nation everywnere in Soutneast Asia. We are proud 

tnat our party, our peonle, which nave long resolutely pursued the wise policy 

solidarity, appealed f>or unity amo:g the fratemmal peoples, among the neighboring 

countries in Southeast fl« 

Tne comme: struggle of the peoples of the Southeast Asian countries for independence 

and freedom, fron the ancient times ot Dong Son-Sa Huynh, especially the difficult 

SO year tignt waged oy Vietnam and the two countries of Laos and Kampuchea, have 

had the purpose o snering in a period of peace and orosperi ty for the entire 

region. 

However, we have yet to enjoy this lise of peace and happiness. Therefore, we 

Vietnamese are indignant over the scni-me of the U.S. imperialists to stir up new 

troulles is. tne region. We are indignant tnat the Beijing authorities have supported 

them oy using .ce teus of millions of persons of Chinese ancestry in Southeast Asia 

to threaten the security oi each couniry in Southeast Asia and that Beijing nurtures 

tne dream oi vecoming tne ruler of So..theast Asia. We are also indignant over the 

Shaliow persons in the ruling circles in the countries of Southeast Asia or persons 

in these ruling circlés w have veer. bribed and have not satisfied the apirations 

and interesis of tneir people, of the region, have not implemented within the region 

The strugele ¢c 4r people and tne peoples of the otner countries of Southeast Asia 

or peace, triezaship and progress will ve tilled with difficulties, but we nave 

no otner choice, 8 objective tnat will ve acnieved is worthy of the eftort. 

A we will acnieve this oblective occause our struggle is consistent _with history, —= 9 
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With He\ at eCeidrlé " 4 . ic peo 42, a / ne pecp.e Oi any COUr A J want w ewe troops 

4 ~-. P on | . ? . *- a 1 ep . ve er » 4 in tne Imperi ity? ney, too, are the only ones who want new Pol Pot experiments 

and Maois rganszacions in each country of Southeast Asia. All of these things 

are a pessi uf Long as SCoutheas? Asia does not go back to its ancient 

‘ - 4 thane 24-9 > LP 4 t " 4 ap ee , . to retur , ; ASia;’ Tnis “a: plration” is only being voiced by the rulers 
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