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HBIGHTBNING OUR VIGILANCE AND MAINTAINING POLITICAL SBOURITY AND SOCIAL ORDER Aw 
SAFETY WELL 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 in Vietnamese Wo 3, Mar 81 pp 1-6 

[ Baitorial_7 

fi Text_/ A revolution is only of value when it has the strength to protect itself. 
The revolutionary experience of many countries has proven that it is very difficult 
to seise political power but it is many times more difficult to maintain revolutionary 
power once it has been won. The success or failure of a revolution lie in whether 
or mot the revolutionary power that was won is maintained. For this reason, 
after the revolutionary government is established throughout the country, the foremost 
task of the working class and laboring people, who are led by the communist party, 
is to constantly heighten their vigilance and maintain political security and social 
order and safety well. Our party and state have attached particular importance 
to maintaining political security and social order and safety because only by 
performing this work well is it possible to insure the victory of socialist 
construction and the protection of the socialist fatherland. 

Over the past 5 years and more, ever since the South was totally liberated and the 
entire country began advancing to socialism, our people, under the wise leadership 
of the party, have recorded many achievements in the maintenance of political 

security and social order and safety. Constantly heightening their revolutionary 
vigilance, the people's public security forces, along with our entire army and all 
our people, have defeated many espionage and psychological warfare schemes and 
activities of the enemy. We have thwarted acts of sabotage and attempts to forent 
rebellion and promptly suppressed many reactionary organizations. We tracked cown, 

annihilated and routed groups of remnant enemy forces and confiscated many 
weapons and much equipment of the enemy. We assembled for transformatian elements 
that could cause political and criminal harm. We actively eradicated reactionary 

cultural goods and eradicated social ills. As a result, political security has 
been maintained and social order has been stable. 

However, there are some shortcomings and weaknesses on the political security and 

social order and safety front. In some cases, the fight against the enemy hes 
not been waged in a timely or effective fashion. There are still many weaknesses in 
the effort to protect the economy and protect socialist property. Hoodlums and 

gangsters who harm the life and property of the people have still not been thoroughly 



EE 

eliminated, In some localities, the situation surrounding social order is still 

complex, 

he above mentioned situation has ite objective causes in the aftereffects of many 

years of war, the remnants of neo-colonialiam and the many difficulties still being 
enoountered in production and everyday life. However, as regards subjective causes, 
shortcomings on our part have also been responsible for this situation. Within the 
party and among the people there are still persons who do not have a deep understanding 
of the crafty and insidious scheme of the enemy. Many persons do not recognize the 
complex, arduous and decisive nature of the struggle against the espionage and 
psychological warfare activities of the enemy. The spirit of revolutionary vigilance 
of some cadres and people has not been heightened. In the struggle against the 
enemy, there are still manifestations of rightist thinking. Bconomic management 
and social management are lax in many respects. In the struggle against professional 

hoodlums, thieves, murderers, speculators and smugglers, we have lacked the 
determination to constantly take the offensive in order to thoroughly eliminate then. 
We have not launched a widespread and strong sass movement to maintain political 
security and social order. The combined strength of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat has not been fully mobilised in the fierce struggle to thwart every 
scheme and activity of the enemy. 

If these shortcomings and weaknesses did not exist, we could have won many larger 

victories on the political security and social order front. 

Today, our country is at peace but war could break out at any tine. 

Following their defeat in Vietnam, the U.S. imperialists have become increasingly 
mired in a pervasive crisis, thus causing the crisis of imperialism to become 

increasingly serious. However, the U.S. imperialists have not abandoned their 
ambition of playing the role of international gendarme, have not abandoned their 
sinister scheme concerning our country. The U.S. imperialists are the eneny of 

the Vietnamese revolution and the world revolution. They are making every effort 
to assemble forces and create tensions in each region and trying to win back 
positions that they lost and maintain their remaining positions. Frustrated, the 
U.3. imperialiste have played the China card in order to implement their counter- 
revolutionary global strategy. 

The reactionary clique of big country expansionists and hegemonists within Chinese 
ruling circles is collaborating with imperialism to oppose the Soviet Union, Vietnam 
and the other socialist countries, oppose the revolutionary movement and world 
peace. They have revealed their true nature as traitors of Marxism-Leninism. The 
Chinese expansionists and hegemonists are the immediate, dangermus enemy of the 
Vietnamese revolution and the dangerous saboteurs of the world revolution. 

The Chinese reactionaries have been publicly pursuing a hostile policy toward 
Vietnam. They used the Pol Pot-leng Sary lackeys to unleash a war on the southwestern 

torder of our country and then bragenly started a war of aggression on our country's 
northern border. At present, they are massing troops along our country's norther 
borner and regularly commit acts of provocation and instigate ailitary conflicts while 



frantically committing acts of sabotage within our country by means of many 
different kinds of economic sabotage, espionage warfare and psychological warfare. 

Aw regards economic sabotage, the Chinese reactionaries are pursuing @ policy o! 
enbargo and economic sabotage against our country. They have distorted the econ. 
policies of our party and state, sabotaged production and sabotaged prices and t 
market, thereby causing our people to encounter difficulties in their daily liv: 
creating an attitude of dissatisfaction, creating an unstable economic situat\ 
and undermining our people's socialist construction. 

In the espionage war, they have inserted commandoes, reconnaissance personne, | 
Spies into our country to collect information on tie various aspects of our 
country's situation and organise acts of sabotage. They have made contact witn 
agents of theirs inserted into our country long ago and organised them into a 5), 

network to gather information on every aspect of our situation. They are using 
various types of reactionaries, provoking decadent and dissatisfied elements and 
establishing various forms of opposition organisations in order to build under- 

groumd forces to serve as their lackeys. 

In the psychological war, they have been spreading malicious rumors, distorting and 
attacking the line of the party, discrediting the leaders of our party and state, 
creating an attitude of suspicion and encouraging persons to flee the country in a 
vain attempt to paralyze the revolutionary will of our people, create an unstable 
political situation and eventually foment rebellions within our country. 

The Chinese reactionaries look for every way to undermine our national solidarity, 
sow divisions between the people and the party, between our people and the peoples 
of fraternal Laos and Kampuchea and between our country and the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries and isolate us from the other countries of the world. 

All of the methods employed by the Chinese reactionaries in their economic war, 
espionage war and psychological war are designed to weaken our country so that they 
can carry out their scheme of aggression and big country expansionism and hegemony. 

The U.S. imperialists, although defeated by our army and people, have not abandoned 
their scheme of committing aggression against our country. They have coordinated with 
the Chinese reactionaries to use Thailand as a place for assembling, supporting, 

training and equipping Vietnamese, Kampuchean and Lao spies and reactionaries to 
be inserted into the three countries of Indochina. The other imperialist and 
capitalist countries are also conducting espionage activities, collecting intelligence 
information and attempting to undermine the Vietnamese revolution. 

The Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, in collaboration with the U.S. imperialists 

and the other international reactionaries, are waging a war of economic sabotage, 
an espionage war and a psychological war against our country. In essence, they are 
waging a very malicious and comprehensive war of sabotage, a war to sabotage us 

politically, militarily, economically, culturally, socially and diplomatically, in 

a vain attempt to cause our country's political, economic and social situation to 
become ustable, weaken us, foment rebellion and, when the opportunity arises, commit 
aggression against our country. 



Ln the face of the collaboration of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists with 

the laperialists and the other international reactionary powers in order to intensify 

the war of economic sabotage, the espionage war and the psychological war against 
the Vietnamese revolution, what must we do? We have no other choice but to heighten 

our revolutionary vigilance and maintain political security and social order and 

uafety well. We must recognise who the enemy is, learn their schemes and methods, 
promptly retaliate against and defeat every act of sabotage and resolutely protect 
the achievements of our country's revolution. 

The 4th National Congress of Delegates of the Party pointed out: “Maintaining 
political security and social order is an extremely laportant task" of our party 
and state. The resolution of the congress stated: “We must effectively prevent 
and determinedly struggle to defeat every scheme and act of iaperialist and 
capitalist spies; promptly and determinedly suppress active saboteurs; thwart 
every scheme of the exploiting classes and reactionaries to raise their heads and 
start trouble; make every effort to struggle against the other types of criainals; 
take positive steps to eradicate social ills; and prevent and reduce social 
accidents to the lowest possible level.” 

Maintaining political security and social order and safety is the revolutionery work 
of the entire party, the entire army and all the people. One of the factors 
determining the success of this work is upholding the right of socialist collective 

ownership of the working people and launching a strong mass movement to maintain 
the security of the fatherland. It is necessary to coordinate educational, economic, 
organisational, administrative and lega) measures in order to mobilize and guide 
the masses in exercising their right of socialist collective ownership so that 
everyone is the conscious master of his place of resident and his place of work 

amd participates in building strong agency and enterprise security forces, 
n@ighborhood security forces and people’e security teams. We must keep abreast of 
the situation on each street, within each hamlet and within each village and 
take the initiative in attacking counter-revolutionaries and other criminals. We 
must build an information-liaison system and revise the procedures for submitting 
reports and requesting instructions to insure that we keep abreast of the situation 
surrounding political security and social order and safety on a daily basis and 
promptly resolve every important, pressing probles. 

Tne struggle against spies and reactionaries gust be intensified. We must promptly 
suppress active saboteurs. At the sage tine, we gust transform those elements 

who pose a threat to our security and order. 

ine struge@le against the psychological war of the enemy must be intensified. We 
must promptly provide good political and ideological education so that everyone 
clearly sees the harm of the psychological arfare arguments of the enemy. We 
must launch a strong gass movement to struggle against and expose elements who 
participate in psychological warfare activities. We must conduct thorough 
investigations and determine who is spreading malicious rumors, distortions and 

fabrications and promptly suppress hostile eleszents. We must wage an active struggle 
to defeat every scheme of the enemy to divide and sabotage us. 



The work of protecting the party, protecting the government and protecting the 

armed forces, which includes protecting the line and protecting ourselves ideolo,- 
and organigationally, gust be improved to insure that we are internally pure anc 

that our rear area is strong and stable. 

In conjunction with developing production, special importance must be attached (. 
protecting production, improving market sanagement, closing every loophole and : 
allowing the enemy or decadent elements to sabotage or violate socialist prope: 
At the same time, importance must be attached to protecting production forces w.. 

protecting the socialist production relations. 

We must be determined to eradicate the activities of professional hoodlums, ager i. 

gangsters, thieves, murderers, swindlers, counterfeiters, speculators and smuge. 
It is necessary to eradicate social ilis, reduce the number of accidents and ma: . 
public order well. Compliance with the laws and regulations on traffic order a 
safety and public order must be put on a regular basis. We must establish an 
orderly, civilised, happy and wholesome style of life. 

We must take positive steps to provide jobs for the people, compel persons who are 
able to work to work and manage and transform those persons who must be transformed 
locally. 

In order for the maintenance of political security and social order and safety to 
achieve good results, we must develop the leadership role of the party, the right 
of collective ownership of the masses and the management effectiveness of the 
socialist state. We must closely coordinate the revolutionary initiative of the 
masses with the professional work of the specialised agencies (the people's public 
security agency, the people's control agency and the people's court). We must 
employ the combined strength of every force and make coordinated use of every 
available measure in order to actively build our forces, provide effective prevention, 
mount an offensive and constantly remain on the offensive in order to annihilate and 
rout counter-revolutionaries and other criminals. 

In the effort to carry out the task of maintaining political security and social 
order and safety, the people's public security force plays an especially important 
role. It is an essential tool of violence of the party and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat state, is the key, assault force on the front of maintaining political 
security and social order and safety. We must make every effort to build a people's 
public security force that is pure and strong in every respect and accelerate the 
mASS movement to protect the security of the fatherland; thwart every intelligence 

and espionage scheme and activity of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists and 
the imperialists and capitalists; and promptly suppress the various types of reactionaries 

and other criminals. 

In order to meet the requirements of the revolutionary situation and tasks in the 
new stage, it is necessary to strengthen the organization and improve the quality of 
the people's public security force. We must constantly strengthen the people's 
public security forces so that they are politically strong, skilled in their 
profession, tightly organized, highly disciplined, proficient in science and technology 



and equipped with modern, specialized equipment. It is necessary to iaprove the 

work procedures and iaprove the leadership and command activities of the various 
public security levels. We must iapivve the education, management and training of 
public security cadres and soliders. We must build people's public security forces 
that are pure and strong in every respect, heighten their revolutionary virtues 
and their political and professional qualities and insure that they successfully 
complete every task assigned to them. Appropriate importance must be attached to 

the district public security forces because the district is a comprehensive and 

complete leadership level. 

The village and ward public security forces and the agency and enterprise security 
forces play an extremely important role. These are semi-specialized forces that 
directly engage in combat, directly launch the mass movement to protect the security 
of the fatherland and resolve on the spot security and order problems at 
installations in accordance with the tasks and authority stipulated by the state. 
For this reason, we must intensify the buildup of these forces, wholeheartedly help 
them, inspect and supervise them and create every possible favorable condition for 

the basic level public security forces to fulfill their task. 

[The main factor determining the success of the effort to maintain political security 
and social order and safety is the absolute, direct and comprehensive leadership 

provided by the party. The various organizations of the party must firmly control 
this work. The entire party, the entire army and all the people must have a truly 
deep understanding of the schemes and activities of the enemy to oppose and undermine 
the Vietnamese revolutior in the new stage. It is necessary to scrupulously 

implement the resolution of the perty and the policy and laws of the state concerning 
the maintenance of political security and social order and safety. Socialist 
construction must be closely linked to protecting the socialist system, protecting 
the fatherland. The maintenance of political security must be closely coordinated 
with the maintenance of social order and safety. 

To firmly maintain the dictatorship of the proletariat, we must closely coordinate 
the organizational and constructive function of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
with its function of suppression by means of violence. We must fully display the 

spirit of determination, caution, objectivity and thoroughness and heighten our 

vigilance in order to prevent infiltration by malicious elements, guard against 

deviations and not falsely accuse persons. We must combine severity of punishment 
with clemency, suppression with education and transformation. Suppression and 

punishment must be strict, timely, directed toward the right persons and carried 
out in exact accordance with policy and the law. Education and transformation must 
be positive, persistent, profound and thorough. In the present situation, it is 

necessary to clearly recognize which objectives and areas are of key importance in 
order to formulate specific combat plans for each type objective and each area. 

In the recent past, as a result of strengthen... the party's leadership of the 

maintenance of political security and social order and safety, many localities 

have recorded achievements worthy of enthusiasm. In particular, Quang Ninh Province, 

a province that lies along our country's northern border, has recorded many 
achievements in protecting the security of the fatherland. The advanced localities 



and units of Quang Ninh have gained much valuable experience in maintaining 

political security and social order and safety. Binh Lieu District, a heroic 

unit, together with the districts of Hai Ninh, Dong Trieu and Yen Hung have 
employed many flexible forms of activities to unite and establish close coordina: ' 

among the forces of the public security sector, the army and the local youth 
organization, which have joined efforts with the people to accelerate production, 
stabilize living conditions and build a widespread and strong people's securit) 
network that has apprehended many groups of intelligence agents and commandous . 

uncovered and stopped many cases of theft, speculation, smuggling and ille,al 
border crossings. Hong Gai City, the town of Ha Tu, the Deo Nai Mine, the Cao -«. 
Mine and so forth have coordinated activities, protected production, managed 
vehicular traffic, established the new style of life, overcome negative phenomen.. 
and maintained order and security at public places. The Quang Ninh people's pul . 
security sector, a heroic unit, has, in a creative spirit, scrupulously complic.u 
with the resolution of the party on maintaining political security and social o 
and safety and recorded many achievements in this work. The experiences oi Qua. 
Ninh can be of use to other places. Other places must research the experiences of 

Quang Ninh in order to protect the security of the fatherland well within their 

locality. 

Maintaining political security and social omer and safety is one of the important 
and pressing jobs of the entire party, the entire army and all our people at this 
time. By firmly adhering to the line and policy of the party and state, heightening 
our revolutionary vigilance and waging a resolute struggle against spies, counter- 
revolutionaries and other criminals, we will surely record tremendous achievements in 
the work of maintaining political security and social arer and safety. 

7809 
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GREETINGS MESSAGE FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE VIETNAM COMMUNIST PARTY TO 
THE 26TH CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION 

OW221543 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 22 Feb 81 

{22 February 1981 message published in Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 3, 
Mar 81 pp 7-8--Hanoi Domestic version previously published in FBIS Asia and Pacific 
DAILY REPORT, Vol IV, No 035, 23 Feb 81, pp K1-K2] 

[Text] Dear Comrades: 

On behalf of the VCP, the Vietnam e wor:ing class and people, we wish to extend 

to the 26th Congress of the glo: cus CPSU and, through the congress, to the 
communists, working class and ent :« “sternal people of the Soviet Union, our 
warmest greetings. 

Progressive mankind follows with great interest the 26th Congress of the CPSU a great event 
in the political life of the Soviet working class and people and an event of great . 
significance for the whole international communist and workers’ movement. 

In the past 63 years or more, under the leadership of the great CPSU founded and trained by 
Lenin, the Soviet working class and people have recorded one success after another in 
socialist construction and national defence, turning the Soviet Union into the mainstay of 
the socialist community and peace and the source of confidence of nations. The Soviet 
Union has made the most important contribution to changing the face of the world today and 
making the balance of forces more and more favourable to peace and revolution and unfavourable 
to imperialism and international reaction. 

Under the cleareighted leadership of the party Central Committee headed by Comrade 
L.I. Brezhnev, the Communist Party, the working class and the people of the Soviet Union 
have used their energy and creative talents to successfully build a developed socialist 
society, thus constantly increasing and strengthening the economic and defence potentials 
of the Soviet people, constantly raising the Soviet people's material and cultural living 
standards and enabling Soviet science and technology to attain new heights. With the 
successful implementation of the 10th Five-Year Plan worked out by the 25th CPSU Congress, 
the Soviet working class and people have made new and very important steps forward in 
building the material and technical bases of communisa. 

On the diplomatic front, abiding by the Leninist foreign policy, the Soviet Union has 
wholeheartedly supported the revolutionary struggle of the world's people while making 
many initiatives to preserve peace, promote detente, improve the international atmosphere 
and counter the warmongering forces. The international prestige of the Soviet Union 
has continually risen. 

All members of the Vietnam Communist Party and the entire Vietnamese working class and 
people consider the successes of the Soviet Union as their own. From the bottom of their 
hearts they wish the CPSU, the fraternal Soviet working class and people the successful 
implementation of all the tasks to be laid down by the 26th congress in order to take the 
Soviet Union quickly and vigorously to communism. 



Dear compedes, in the etruggle egeingt the imperteliet aggressors over the past several 
decades a6 well a8 in their present endeavours to build eocialiom and defend their homeland 
apeinet Beijing’@ big-netion expensionionm and hegemoniem, the Vietnamese people have 
olwaye received from the Communtet Party, government and people of the Soviet Union vigerour 
support end great eli-round eeeletence in ine epirit of sociaiiet internationslicn. 

On thie occasion, on behalf of the Communiet Party and the entire Vietnamese people, we 
express ovr sincere and deepest gratitude to the fraternal Communiet Party and people of 
the Seviet Union. 

We note with lamense pleasure thet the great friendship, eilitent solidarity and frat... 
cooperation between our two parties end etetes have entered a new stage of qualitative 
development with the signing of the Vietnam-Soviet treaty of friendehip and cooperation, 
and have constantly etrengthened end developed on the basie of Marxiem-Leninies and 
proletarian interne.ionaliem., Theat te the foremost factor to eneure success for the 
Vietnamese people's revolution. 

The Vietnam Gammunist Party. and the entire Vietnamese people will do 1) in their 
power (vo wake the loyal and unblemished relations between our two parties and peoples 
everlasting. They ere determined to stand shoulder to shoulder with the CPSU and the 
fraternal Seviet people in fighting for the complete victory of the soctaliet and 
COtmnie( ideale. 

May the 26th CPSU Congress be crowned with brilliant svecess. 

Long live the glorious CPSU! 

Long live the great USSR! 

Long live the great friendship, silitent solidarity and all-sided cooperation between 
the parties and peoples of Vietnam and the Soviet Union! 

Long live tnavincible Merxiem-Leninien! 

C80: &209/301 



GREETINGS OF COMRADE LE DUAN AT THE 26TH CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE 
SOVIET UNION 

OW2L1545 Hanoi VNA in English 1525 GMT 2 Feb 81 

[Ttvem in Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 9-1l--VNA version 
— published in FBIS Soviet Union DAILY REPORT Vol ITI, No , Supplement 
No 002 "Proceedings of the 26th CPSU Congress," 25 Feb 81, pp 21-2 

(fox With boundless joy, the delegation of the Communist Party of Vietnam attends 
e 26th congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the party of Lenin, 

the militant vanguard of the international communist and workers' movement. On 
behalf of the communist working class and the people of Vietnam, I would like, from 
this solemn forum, to convey to the congress and, through it, to the glorious 
CSPU and the great Soviet people our warmest greetings. 

"We greatly rejoice at the fraternal Soviet People's brilliant achievements which Comrade 
Brezhnev vividly brought out in his political report. Thanks to the extraordimary efforts 
and creative talents of the Soviet people under the clearsighted leadership of the CPSU 
headed by esteemed Comrade L.1. Brezhnev, an outstanding leader of the party and the 
state of the Soviet Union and « prominent activist of the international communist and 
vorkers' movement, the Soviet Union hase greatly increased its economic and defence potential 
over the past five years, the national economy hae made an important advance, end the 
people's living standards have become constantly improved. Comrade L.I. Brezhnev has 
said: ‘The current five-year plan has « worthy place in the history of the heroic cause 
of the Soviet people who are firmly advancing to communien. ' 

“Carrying out a Leninist foreign policy, the Soviet party and state have made tireless 
efforts towards international peace and security. They have put forth many initiatives 
to further the process of detente and disarmament and have resolutely countered adventurous 
moves of the bellicose imperialist forces in collusion with the reactionary forces within 
the Beijing leadership. All through ite activity, the Soviet Union has always wholeheartedly 
supported the just cause of the peoples struggling for eace, national independence, demo- 
cracy and socialiem. The Soviet state emerging with the slogans ‘Peace for All Peoples’ 
and ‘Freedom for the Oppressed Peoples’, remains the fire bastion of peace and the reliable 
buttress of the world revolution. 

“Each success of the Soviet Union on the road of communist construction gives pride and 
hope to freedom-loving people. The Eleventh Five-Year Plan will surely take the Soviet 
state to higher peaks while strongly encouraging communists and justice-loving people on 
ell continents. The Communist Perty and the people of Vietnam sincerely wish the 
fraternal Soviet people success in implementing the resolution of this historic congress, 
making the Soviet Union richer end stronger and advancing the cause of peace and revolution 
on our planet. 



“Parthe shaking evente have taken place in the world over the recent past proving the con 
tinvove irrestetible advance of the three revolutionary currents, The socialise system 
with the Soviet Union ae ite mainstay hee grown in scope and strength and continues te pla 
a decisive role in the evolution of human society. Dictators of the woret kinds, shetteu 
by international reaction, have collapeed or. after another, From the ashes of these 
bloody regimes have emerged states governed by the people which have opted for a 
society without human exploitation, Even within the stronghold of capitalien, working 
clase and democratic movements are developing with unprecedented vigour. 

“In sheer contrast to the radiant reality and bright future of the revolutionary and pre 
gressive forces ie the gloomy picture of imperialienm and Chinese expansionicn and heger 
In their position of weakness, they are getting closer together, knocking together @)). a. 
and trying to counter-aetteck the revolutionary forces in an attempt to regain their loot 
positions. Thies ie « major cause of the present hotbede of tension in the Middle and & «: 
Fast, in southweet Asie, Southeast Asie, and eleewhere. leperialiem and international 
action are aleo attempting to intervene in the internal affaire of soctaliet Poland. 
Nevertheless, thie te merely an illusion: that nation's struggle for self-liberation a» 
for the building of @ new life in line with soctalieom ie an historical inevitability. 
Socialiem te now invincible. The soctaliet system te unbreakable. For 411 their perfid'- 
ous echemes and brutal actions, tmperialiem and ite henchmen can never reverse thie eitu- 
ation, United under the invincible banner of Marxiem-Leninies and proletarian inter- 
nationaliem, we will win new and more brilliant victories for the cause of national inde~ 
pendence, for socialies and for the consolidation of peace.” 

“Dear comrades, The October Revolution has opened up the greatest epoch in human history. 
The aepiratione of nations to advance to socialiem are developing into vivid realities. 
As time goes by, thie truth will glow gore and more brilliantly than ever. Following the 
road of the October Revolution, the Vietnamese people have wrested back their most precious 
independence, freedom and national reunification, steering their country into the ere of 
socialiem, the most eplendid ere in the nation's history. 

“Realizing the lew of history end proceeding from the characteristics of the country, the 
Fourth Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam charted the line of socialist revolution, 
the basic content of which te to firmly grasp proleterian dictatorship, bring into play the 
working people's right to collective mastery, simultaneously cerry out the three 
revolutione--the revolution in the relations of production, the ecientific and technologi- 
cal revolution and the ideological end cultural revolution, with the ecientific end techno- 
logical revolution eas the key one--build « regime of socialist collective mastery, large- 
ecele socialist production, a new culture and 4 new generation of socialist people with « 
view to building 4 rich and strong socieliet Vietnem having 4 sodern industrial and agri- 
cultural economy, ⸗ powerful national defence, an advanced culture, science and technology, 
and « happy and civilised life for ite people. 

“With those guidelines, the Vietnamese people heave eagerly engaged in national construction, 
transformed and developed the economy in order (to) quickly, vigorously and steadily de- 
velop socialiem in the country. But the reactionaries in the Beijing ruling circles, who 
regerd « reunified and socialist Vietnam as an obstacle to their policy of expansionien 
and hegemony in Southeast Asie, have publicly carried out 4 policy of hostility towards 
Vietnam. They provoked war at our southvestern border by proxy of Pol Pot-leng Sery-Khieu 
Samphan in Kampuchea, then bletantly waged « war of aggression on the northern border of 
our country. 

“Deeply imbued with Comrade Ho Chi Minh's words: ‘Nothing is gore precious than inde- 
pendence and freedom’, the Vietnamese people responded firmly and emashed the southward 
drive of the Beijing expansionists, firmly maintaining national sovereignty and defending 
peace and etability in the region. 
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“AL present, the Vietnamese people are faced with enormous taske: building socieliam while 
remaining prepared to fight end defend the country, In epite of boundless difficulties, the 
Vietnamese people ere determined ‘oe succesefully take on these Kietorice) taske, and to- 
gether with the fraternal peoples of Laos and Kampuches will give « darker hue to the 
glorious banner of national independence and socialion, worthily contributing to peace and 
revolution in Seutheast Asia and the rest of the world, 

"Te follew Lenin's path, te wite and cooperate fully with the Soviet Union that te the 
consistent Line of our party and state, The treaty of friendship and cooperation between 
the Sochaliet Republic of Vietnam and the Union of Soviet Socialiet Republics has led the 
pure comradely and fraternal relations between Vietnam and the Soviet Union to « new stage 
of development both in breadth and in depth. 

"“‘aeting on the order of the heart and the brain’, the Soviet brothers and sisters have 
reserved for the Vietnamese people their strong support and great and effective asetetance 
in national construction ae well ae in the defence of our socialiet motherland. 

“lL wieh to take this opportunity to exprese once again the sincerest and deepest gratitude 
of our entire party and people to the great Soviet Union for that noble proletarian inter- 
nationalist sentiment. 

“Aleo on this occasion, we warmly thank the other socialist countries, the communiet parties, 
the national liberation and peace g@ovemente 411 over the world for their wholehearted 
support and assistance to the Vietnamese people's just cause. 

"The Communiet Party and the people of Vietnam will forever firmly raise the banner of 
eclidarity with the Soviet Union upheld by Comrade Ho Chi Minh and pledge to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the Soviet comrades in translating into vivid reality our pure ideal: 
eocialiem and communica. 

“Eternal glory to the party of the great Lenin! 

“Long live the fraternal friendship, milivent solidarity and all-round cooperation between 
the two parties and peoples of Vietnam and the Soviet Union! 

“Long live Marxiem-Len‘niem and proletarian internat tonal isn! 

680: &209/%301 
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THE LAND OF THE SOVIBTS AND THE 26TH CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOV ix’, 
UNION 

Hanol TAP CHI GONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIBW 7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 12-17, 

[ Unattributed article 7 

[vYext_7 All mankind has been attentively following the 26th Congress of the 
CPSU. The communists and progressive people of the entire world view this congress 
with boundless joy over the brilliant achievements of the land of the Soviets. The 
report delivered to the congress by L.I. Breshnev painted a living picture of the 
steady advances of Soviet industry, of the outstanding discoveries and inventions 
by Soviet scientists, of the tremendous harvests in the fields of the rural areas 
of the Soviet Union and of the huge projects that have been and are being carried 
out in the fatherland of the great Lenin. 

The 26th Congress of the CPSU is the congress of creative labor, is the place 
focusing the intelligence and energies of the more than 17 million party meabers 
andi the several hundred million Soviet people who are moving toward new pinnacles 
in communist construction. It is also the congress of peaceful construction, a 
congress that opens new horizons for the struggle by the revolutionary and progressive 
forces of the world for peace, national independence, democracy and socialisa. 

The report by L.1. Brezhnev as well as the other documents of the congress are of 
tremendous theoretical and practical significance. The achievements of the Soviet 
people over the past 5 years and the rich experiences of the CPSU in every area of 
perfecting developed socialist society and building the material-technical bases 
of communist were summarized; the strategy and tactics regarding economic and social 
development during the years from 1981 to 1985 and until 1990 were set forth. The 
documents of the congress are the concretigation and enhancement of the concept of 
developed socialisa, are an important contribution to the storehouse of Marxist- 
Leninist theory. 

The imperialist and reactionar. ocroes, who are the enemies of peace and revolution, 

have been following the 26th Congress of the CPSU with hearts filled with anger; 
at the same time, they have bee: unable to conceal their concern over the power 

of the Soviet Union and the increasing influence of the Soviet Union in the world. 
They have fabricated such arguments as “the Soviet economy is weak and in crisis,” 
“the threat from the Soviet side” and "Soviet hegemony.” However, all of their 
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arguments have been rejected by the truth, The documents adopted at the 26th 

Congress of the CPSU reflect the stability and continuous development of the 

Joviet economy, the large scale and the depth of communist construction and the 

poaceful foreign policy of the Soviet Union and illuminate the close relationship 

between the concepts of “peace” and “socialisa,” 

The land of the Soviets has experienced periods of development filled with extremely 

glorious challenges. The Soviet Union virtually completed its socialist construction 

in the late 1930's and completed the construction of developed socialisa in the 
mid-1960's. Developed socialist society marks a stage of development that conforms 
with the laws of the formation of communism and is the stage in which socialism 
develops on the basis of itself and in which the laws and strengths of socialism 
have all the conditions needed to have an impact in every field of social activity. 
It is a long stage in which it is necessary to perform extremely complex tasks, 
such as building the material-technical bases of communism; insuring the production 

of a full supply of ordinary products; bringing the two forms of socialist ownership 
of the instruments of production closer together and eventually merging them; 
abolishing class boundaries and gradually eliminating the important differences 
between the cities and the countryside, between mental labor and manual labor; 
molding the new man and so forth. 

During the years in which socialism has developed on the basis of itself, the land 
of the Soviets has made strong progress in all areas of building the material and 
technical bases of communism, The production forces of society have achieved a new 
level of quality. The scientific-technological revolution has developed in both 
depth and breadth and changed the face of all fields and sectors of production. 
Soviet science has now occupied the dominant positions within the key fields of 

knowledge. In the 1970's as the report of L.I. Brezhnev stated, the gross social 
product increased by 167 percent between 1970 and 1980, industrial output value 
increased by 178 percent, agricultural output value increased by 123 percent, 
fixed assets increased by 216 percent, national income for consumption and 
accumulation increased by 155 percent and the social consumption fund increased by 

162 percent. 

These are the results of the new economic strategy set forth at the 24th Congress 
and the 25th Congress of the CPSU: developing the economy in depth, placing primary 
emphasis upon returns and quality and considering improving the living conditions 
of the people to be the center of practical work within the economic field. 

The recent tenth 5-year plan (1976-1980) was an important element in the imp) ementation 
of this economic strategy. 

During the past 5 years, the Soviet Union allocated 105.4 billion rubles for the 

social consumption fund, an increase of 1}4 percent compared to the ninth 5-year 
plan. This broadened the economic base in order to implement the rights of the 

people as stated in the Constitution, such as the right to an education, the right to 

free medical care and the right to material security when old. Actual income per 
capita has increased by 13.3 percent. 
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One matter to which foremost attention has been given isa the construction of housing. 
the state invested 1.5 billion rubles more than projected in this work, that is, 

a total of 87.2 billion rubles, During the 5 years, the people had 53 million 
aquare meters of housing to use. More than 50 million persons received new homes. 
Nearly SO percent of urban dwellers have separate apartments. 

The bases of these achievements are the overall development of the economy and the 
atrengthened domestic production forces. Compared to the previous 5-year plan, 

national income increased by 400 billion rubles, industrial output value increased by 
717 billion rubles and agricultural output value increased by 50 billion rubles. 

Some 635 billion rubles were invested in the national economy. Fixed assets increased 
by 1.4 times. More than 1,200 large industrial enterprises were put into production, 
including some very important projects that meet high requirements, such as the 
A-to-ma-s0 Ll Vietnamese phonetics_/Plant in Volgadon, the Leningrad Nuclear Power 
Plan* and the largest hydroelectric power plant in Europe at Da-po-ro-gio / Vietnamese 
phonetics_7 and U-go-le-go-ro-xco / Vietnamese phonetics 7. In particular, the 
working people of western Siberia recorded outstanding achievements: during the 
5 years, they more than doubled the production of petroleum and increased the 
production of natural gas by nearly 4,5 times. The more than 3,000 kilometer Baika} 
Amur (BAM) Railroad is continuing to be constructed, 

Agricultural production has developed strongly. More than 170 billion rubles were 
invested in agriculture, that is, 27 percent of the total capital invested in the 
national economy. The electricity supplied to agricultural labor has increased 1.4 
times. The centralization and specialization of agricultural production and the 

agro-industrial alliance are deeper and encompass many more areas. As a result, 
during the 5 years, cereal grain income averaged 205 million tons per year for the 
first time. In 1980, cotton output was nearly 10 million tons. 

Consumer goods production increased by 21 percent, with the production of goods for 
everyday life and cultural activities increasing by 41 percent, and both the variety 
of products and their quality were improved. 

On the basis of scientific and technical advances, the returns from production 
increased markedly. Social labor productivity rose by 17 percent. 

During the past 5 years, the other areas of the country also developed strongly. 
The socialist system of democracy has been fully developed. The various nationalities 
of the Soviet Union are a great, united, friendly family. The strength of the 
national defense system has been maintained at the necessary level. 

As L.I. Brezhnev evaluated the plan, "this 5-year plan occupies a worthy position 
in the history of heroic deeds by the Soviet people.” The achievements that have 
been recorded prove that the land of the Soviets is making strong progress in every 
area. These achievements are even more outstanding when viewed against the background 
of the gloomy situation of the capitalist economy, which finds itself in a serious 
crisis and unable to avoid its inherent maladies of economic decline, inflation and 
unemployment. 



Ot course, not everything in the national economic development of the Soviet Union 
has gone amoothly. There are more than a few difficulties and shortcomings but they 

are difficulties and shortcomings en ountered in the course of development. The 
26th Congress of the CPSU forthrightly addressed these difficultess and shortcomings. 
During the past 5 years, only the 2 years 1976 and 1980 were relatively favorable 
for agriculture; many large mineral amines became depleted and the basic centers of 
the mining industry moved to the east and north during harsh weather and at high 
costs; the management and planning mechanisms, work methods and the discipline 
displayed in implementation do not meet modern requirements. Despite this, the 
Soviet economy hee always been stable and has constantly developed. It can be 
said that througnout the post-war period, that is, for the past 35 years, real 
income has never declined, rather, it has constantly increased. 

As it enters the 1980's, the land of the Soviets possesses economic, scientific, 
technical and military potentials that are stronger than ever before and has a large 

corps of highly qualified cadres. In a spirit of well-founded optimism, the CPSU and 
the people of the Soviet Union face new, expanding horizons. The 26th Congress of 
the CPSU decided to continue, during the 1980's, the implementation of the economic 
strategy of the Soviet Union, the highest objectives of which are to constantly 
improve the material and cultural living standards of the people and create the 
best possible conditions for the comprehensive development of everyone. For the 
first time, the basic guidelines on the economic and social development of the 
Soviet Union are not only for the next 5 years, but for the next 10 years as well. 
In the eleventh 5-year plan (1961-1985), the main task is to further improve the 
welfare of the Soviet people on the basis of stabilising the development of the 
national economy, accelerating scientific and technical advances, shifting the 
economy to development in depth, making more efficient use of the production 
potentials of the country, fully economizing on every form of wealth and improving 
the quality of work. 

The actual potentials and prospects of the economy permit the Soviet Union to set 
‘orth within this plan the task of more strongly shifting the entire national economy 
© the matter of improving the welfare of the people. In his report to the 
congress, L.I. Brezhnev said: “Real concern for real persons, for the needs of the 
individual, this is t's starting point and the end point of the economic policy of 
the party.” This reflects the truly humanitarian nature of the Soviet social systen, 
a society that exists for the sake of man, and shows that the CPSU always adheres 
to the fundamental law of socialism. On the other hand, it is also a pressing need 
of the development of the national economy itself, is a strong moving force 
stimulating the enthusiasm for work and the social activities of the masses. 

The documents of the congress stipulate that, in the next 5 years, national income 
will increase by 18-20 percent and the real income per capita will increase by 16-18 
percent. The average monthly wage of manual workers and civil servants will increase 
by 13-16 percent and is projected to reach 190-195 rubles per month by the end of the 
plan. The income of farmers from the public economy will increase by 20-22 percent. 
The social consumption fund will increase by 20 percent. Living conditions will be 
improved and a fuller supply of conveniences will be provided; it is projected that 
53 million-540 million square meters of housing will be in use by the end of the plan. 
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The commerce sector, the public food and beverage sector, the services sector and 
the communications sector will be developed even more, While stressing the need to 
laprove the welfare of the people, the CPSU is not only giving attention to the 
quantity of grain, food products and industrial goods supplied to the people, but 

also advocating a positive impact upon the formation of reasonable needs and 
aenthetic tastes, 

Among the various economic tasks designed to improve the standard of living of the 
people, the CPSU has established improving the supply of grain and food products 
as the foremost task, A separate grain and food product program has been established 
in order to insure the development of agriculture and the agricultural support 
sectors, strengthen all of the sectors of the national economy that perform the 
tasks of purchasing, storing, transporting and processing agricultural products and 
accelerating the production of the food products industry and the food commerce 
sector. Here, the agro-industrial-grain consortiums play the important role and 
must be managed as a single bloc. Under the present conditions of the Soviet Union, 
supplying grain and food products to the people is an extremely complex problem in 
view of the fact that natural conditions are not always favorable for agriculture 
and livestock production, the country's territory is vast and ite population is 
widely scattered. Therefore, the agro-industrial-grain consortiums must not only 
develop in depth, but must also be developed in a balanced and well coordinated 
manner, The Soviet Union has always attached very much importance to investing in 
agriculture. Whereas agriculture accounted for 20 percent of the expenditure: of 
the national economy under the seventh 5-year plan, 23 percent under the eighi 5-year 
plan, 26 percent under the ninth 5-year plan and more than 27 percent under the 
tenth 5-year plan, this percentage is lower under the eleventh 5-year plan. It is 
projected that agricultural output will increase at the annual average rate of 12- 
14 percent and meet the norm of 236-243 million tons of cereal grains. The ave 
annual sate of tanseane Uke $9 eaddhen tens). 
The output of meat must at least reach 18,2 million tons. 

The CPSU has also attached very much importance to the individual subsidiary economy. 
The Central Committee has issued a resolution setting forth supplementary measures 
designed to develop this economy. 

Tremendous importance has been attached to development of consumer goods p ‘oduction 
in order to supply additional high quality goods to the people. In this plan, the 
production of group "B" must develop at a higher rate (the projected rate of increase 
is 27-29 percent) while the production of instruments of production is projected to 
increase by 26-28 percent. 

Under the present conditions of the Soviet Union, it is no longer possible to 
develop the economy in breadth. Therefore, the national economy can only move 

strongly forward on the basis of development in depth, of improving the efficiency 
and quality of production and work. It has been pro jected that the entire economy 
will have been reoriented along these lines by the end of the 1980's. This change 
will be closely linked to accelerating scientific and technical advances, finding 

all sources of reserve resources, making more efficient use of existing production 
capabilities and practicing full economy with every available resource. At the 
same time, it is necessary to improve working conditions, increase the productivity 
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and creativity of labor and reduce the amount of strenuous, manual labor and 

The congress maintained that in order for social production to achieve high final 
results, it ie necessary to modernise the basic industrial sectors, that is, the 
metallurgy sector, the machine manufacturing sector, the chemicals sectors, the 
communications-transportation sector and, most importantly, the fuel and energy sector, 
so that these sectors become the moving force behind greater economic and social 
progress. It is projected that, under thie 5-year plan, industrial output will 
inerease by 26-28 percent and, by the year 1985, the Soviet Union will be producing 
620-645 million tons of crude o1] (including condensed gas), 770-800 million tons 
of coal, 1,55-1.60trillion kwh of electricity, 150-155 million tons of fertiliser 
and so forth. 

The congress decided to increase investment capital by 12 to 15 percent during the 
next 5 years; the total investment in capital construction is projected to be 

711-730 billion rubles with labor productivity in construction increasing by 15-i/ 
percent. The congress established the tasks of increasing the returns fros 
investment capital, maintaining the construction rate, avoiding the decentralization 
of capital, promptly putting projects into production, making full use of production 
capacity and modernising and supplying more equipment to existing projects. New 

construction will only be carried out when necessary. 

Another important issue with regard to the Soviet national economy is the need to 
improve the distribution of production forces on the basis of continuing to carry 

out specialization and accelerating the balanced development of the economies of the 
united republics and the various economic areas within the framework of the unified 
national economy. Under this 5-yoar plan, the economic potentials in the eastern 
areas will be increased and the production-territory consortiums will be developed 
even more. Following the completion of the Baikal-Amgur Railroad, the area around 
Baikal-Amur will be developed. 

Of the series of tasks that have been established, the main task is to achieve a 
new level of quality throughout the management system, primarily for the purpose 
of coordinating the achievements of the modern scient’fic and technological 
revolution with the tremendous strengths of developed socialism. As the congress 
pointed out, it is necessary to heighten the role of planning as the central element 
in socialist economic management and insure that every plan norm is well coordinated 
and balanced and more fully reflects and stimulates the development of production, 
the returns from production, higher labor productivity, the economization of worktime 
and the economigation of material wealth. At the same time, it is necessary to 
improve the economic system and revamp the organizational structure of management by 
correcting the decentralization of management among the various ministries, correctly 
coordinating management by sector and management by territory, improving the 
coordination of the central agencies, sectors and localities, implementing a systen 
of strict economy, developing and strengthening the cost accounting system, improve 
the standardization of every product, widely apply various forms of incentives for 

high productivity, strengthen the role played by financial-credit levers, improve 
the price system and improve the quality of statistics and inventory work. It is 
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necessary to mold a workstyle designe. to organically link the attitude of strict 
compliance and the spirit of discipline with initiative, boldness and resourcefulness, 

with determination to achieve the major objectives that have been established, with 
the attitude of criticising shortcomings. The program for improving the economic 
asyetem and the style and methods of leading this economy represents a further 
development of the Leninist science of management, primarily the principle of 
democratic centralisa,. 

Communist construction is the voluntary and creative undertaking of millions of 
persons under the leadership of the party. For this reason, the congress stressed 
the need to strengthen the leadership role of the party and increase the ownership 
role of the masses, of the collectives of laborers and of the mass organizations in 
the performance of the economic tasks of the eleventh ‘S-year plan. With this plan, 

a new and heroic chapter is being opened in the glorious annals of communist 
construction in the land of the Soviets. 

Our people have a high evaluation of the achievements of the fraternal Soviet people 
and the contributions made by the land of the Soviets to the cause of peace and 
revolution in the world. 

As @ result of the extraordinary efforts and the creative talents of the Soviet 
people, the land of the Soviets has, under the wise leadership of the CPSU and 
after ten 5-year plans, become the leading superpower in the world with powerful 
economic and ailitary might and a constantly improved standard of living. At present, 
the national income of the Soviet Union in 5 days equals the national income of 
the Soviet Union in all of 1928, that is, the year before the first 5-year plan. 
At present, a 1 percent increase in the imiustrial output of the Soviet Union equals 
ite entire industrial output for the year 1928. The Soviet Union produces one-fifth 
of the industrial output of the entire world and leads the world in the production of 
steel, petroleum (including condensed gas), iron and manganese ore, coke, mineral 
fertilizers, cement, steam and electric locomotives and a number of other products. 
Whereas the Soviet Union was once 50 to 100 years behind the developed countries of 

the West, today, many of the industrial indicies of the Soviet Union are equal to 

those of three or four developed industrial countries combined and exceed those of 

the United States. 

In keeping with the Leninist foreign policy, the party aid state of the Soviet Union 
have struggled tirelessly for international peace and security and proposed many 
initiatives that stimulate the process of detente and disarmament while determinedly 
retaliating against the adventurous actions of the bellicose imperialist powers 
collaborating with the reactionary powers within Beijing ruling circles. The specific 

proposals designed to eliminate the threat of war and strengthen international 
peace and security set forth by L.I. Brezhnev in his report to the congress, such 
as broadening the measures of mutual military trust, including in the Far East, 

maintaining security in the Persian Gulf region, continuing to negotiate with the 
United States concerning the limitation of strategic weapons, establishing an 
international commission to prevent nuclear disaster and so forth, clearly reflect 
the desire of the Soviet Union for peace. 



In all of ite activities, the Soviet Union always attaches importance to strengthening 
the community of socialist countries and wholeheartedly supporting the just cause of 
the nations struggling for peace, national independence, democracy and socialisa. 
Today, the Soviet Union is the firm pillar of world peace and revolution, is the 

dependable base of nations. 

For this reason, every victory of the Soviet Union in the course of communist 
construction is a source of pride and hope to the peace and freedom loving nations 
of the world, To the Vietnamese, the strong support and tremendous, effective 
assistance of the Soviet Union is a very important factor insuring the victory of the 
work of building and protecting the country. On behalf of our party and people, 
Le Duan delivered an address in which he congratulated the Soviet communists on their 
26th Congress, expressed our gratitude to the party ami people of the fraternal 
Soviet Union and stated: "Following the course of Lenin, uniting and cooperating 
in a comprehensive manner with the Soviet Union are the immutable line of our party 
and state." 

With even greater joy over the achievements of the Soviet Union and even greater 

confidence in the bright prospects for communist construction in the Soviet Union 
resulting from the 26th Congress of the CPSU, we shall make an even greater effort 
to strengthen the friendship and the pure relations between the parties and peoples 
of our two countries so that they are forever beautiful. 
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IMPROVE THE CONTRACTUAL SYSTEM IN AGRICULTURE 

BK211600 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Mar 81 p 2 

[Article by Vo Chi Cong in Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 

pp 18+25==translation from NHAN DAN previously published in JPRS 78036, 
VIETNAM REPORT No 2269, 8 May 81 pp 23-3 

(fext] During the past 20 years, although cooperativized agriculture in 
the northern part of our country has developed, it has done so at a slow 
pace which is not commensurate with our capabilities in terms of lance, 
manpower and investments in the building of material and technical bases. 
This aspect of agriculture, therefore, has failed to meet the demands for 
grain, foodstuffs, raw materials for industry and farm prodvce for export. 
The number of good cooperatives still represents less than 30 percent of 
the total and the remainder--over 70 percent--still rate average or poor. 
A point to ponder: Our peasants are very diligent, experienced and well 
versed in production techniques, but why has production developed slowly? 
There have been many causes--objective and subjective--for this state of 
affairs, and these causes have existed for many years. We must pay 
attention to and study the organization and management of agriculture, 
especially the management system, of which contract is the key problem as 
far as the current production work of cooperatives is concerned. 

I. Improve the Contractual System in Cooperatives 

For a long time now, our agricultural cooperatives have usually ap»lied the 

system of "three contracts" with production units. This contractual system 
is based on three quotas: output quota, expenditure quota and workpoint 

quota, with the output quota being the most important. According to this 

system, a production unit bears collective responsibility to the cooperatives 
for the finished products. If the production unit overfulfills its quota, 

it will be entitled to a bonus equal to 80 percent of the surplus output. 
If it fails to fulfill its quota, it will be liable to a penalty equal to 
50 percent of the output shortfall. This, in fact, is a system of contract 
for product quotas applied by cooperatives to production units. The produc- 
tion units then contract out work to each laborer on the basis of established 

labor norms and workpoint standards. Everyday, after a cooperative member 
has finished his shift, the production unit chief will inspect and verify 

the amount and quality of his work so as to compensate him. Anyone who works 

well, that is, meets the quality standards and overfulfills his work quota, 

will be commended and granted extra workpoints. Anyone who fails to meet 
the quality standards and his work quota will have to do compensation work 
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or huve his workpoints reduced, This contractual system has proven effective, 
especially in those frontrank cooperatives which have carried out the 
division of labor and fostered close cooperation among different areas of 
work in entire production units and in the cooperatives as a whole, The 
most erious weakness of this contractual system, however, has been its 
\udlure to mesh the responsibility and interests of the laborer with the 
results of production, that is the finished products of the cooperative. 
In practice, therefore, this system has encouraged laborers to run after 
the volume of work and che vastness of acreage. It has even encouraged 
people to claim credit for work not done so as to win more workpoints 
without paying attention to the quality of work and the finished products 
of the collective. Among cooperative cadres themselves, sloppiness in work, 
corruption, exaggeration of workpoints, and so forth, have been reported. 
The management of the cooperatives’ daily operations is characterized by 
red tape and subsidization; the management apparatus is unwieldy. 

Whether production is carried out mechanically or manually, a race for 
workpoints will adversely affect the results of production in the collective 
by slowing down the development of production and limiting output while rapidly 
and substantially increasing the number of man-days. This is an acute 
contradiction which has kept the income of cooperative members low. It is 
precisely because of this that laborers, in one way or another, have re used 

to pay attention to the work they have to do for the collectives, and have 
adopted a negative attitude toward labor, thus diminishing labor intensity 
and productivity. In this case, we cannot accuse cooperative members of 
lacking voluntariness. The fact is that, with their income dependent on 

workpoints and based on low man-day pay (a man-day is worth over 1 dong in 
the frontrank cooperatives only; it earns about 0.5 dong in the average 
cooperatives, less in the poor ones), they are compelled to look for other 
sources of income to live. Therefore, it is not surprising at all that the 
number of days and hours actually worked by cooperatives members for the 
collectives has been small. For the same reason, the land of the cooperatives 

(the per capit. area of which is too small in our country) and the existing 
material and technical bases of the collectives (which are still poor) have 
not been adequately exploited to create more products per area unit. 

We ulready know that in agriculture the work process does not occur in 

parallel with the product-making process. The fruits of the labor of 

cvoperative members participating in production for the collectives come only 
after the harvest. It is precisely because of this reason that the most 

ditiicult and complex problem in the organization and management of production 
in cooperatives is how to make the workers feel concerned about the finished 

products of the collectives. 

Over the past 20 years, the operational and organizational conditions of our 

cooperatives have undergone many changes while the system of contractual 

management has remained unchanged, thus curbing the development of the 
collective economy. Therefore, it is imperative to shift from the former 

system of contracting out work with bonuses and penalties determined by 
workpoints--which is in fact a contractual form based on the working time-- 
to the system of contracting out product quotas for groups of laborers and 



individual laborers who are responsible for the finished products before 
the collectives and who will either receive bonuses or be fined in the 
form vu products, This is @ progressive system of contractual management 

that enables Che cooperatives, in their present conditions and regardless 
ul their performance ratings==be it good, average or poor--to vigorously 
develop production and guarantee the harmonious combination of the three 
interests (the interests of the laborer, the collective and the state). 

This new contractual svetem must be implemented on the basis of firmly 
Mintaining the system of collective ownership over production materials, 
Those who accept contract quotas must carry out production activities in 
accordance with the production plans, technical processes and norms set by 
the cooperatives; and the finished products will be under the control of 
the collective, 

The new contractual system makes production unite and 411 workers in the 
cooperative feel really concerned about the final outcome of production; 
it encourages everyone to enthusiastically engage in productive labor for the 
collective, improve productivity and increase output, thus turning out more 
products for society. 

This new contractual form has, in reality, been applied on a relatively wide- 
spread basis to winter crop production in many cooperatives in the northern 
part of our country. As @ result of this, in recent years winter crop produc- 
tion has developed rapidly in terme of cultivated area, yield and output, 
making a considerable contribution to increasing the volume of grain and 
tood. This new contractual method is also being flexibly applied with good 
results to the production of short-term industrial crops--jute, peanuts, 
sugarcane and soybeans--and a number of long-term industrial crops--tea, 
resinous trees, mulberry and so forth. Recently many localities have also 
applied it to rice production. 

Though enforced with varying intensity and methods, the implementation of 
this new contractual system in the recent crop seasons, especially the 
1980 lOth-mont crop season, has brought about good successes in many respects, 
as clearly indicated by increased production and the upsurge of the mass 
movement for productive labor. 

Rice production has rapidly increased in terms of cultivated area, yield 
and output. In the 1980 10th<month crop season, as the northern part of 
our country was seriously hit by typhoons and floods, rice yield was only 
18.8 quintals per hectare. But, in epite of serious natural calamities, 
llaiphong scored an average per-hectare yield of more than 23 quintals be- 
cuuse most of the cooperatives there had applied the new contractual system 

on 20 to 100 percent of their lLOth-month rice areas; and the 10th-month rice 
atea there, though having been retransplanted over and over again, still 
increased by 1.2 percent over the previous year. The city's total grain 
vutput for 1980 increased by 6.3 percent over 1979 and by 4.2 percent over 
1976--the years with bumper crops. Thanks to this, Haiphong fulfilled 
at an early date ite grain obligation, turning over to the state 23,299 tons 
of grain--299 tons in excess of the quota. Particularly, in Do Son District 
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“lete wont of the cooperatives had contracted out product quotas, rice output 
iu the 1980 LOth=month crop season increased by 1,372 tons (over 1979) and the 
Jintrict was the first to fulfill ite grain obligation. Each collective 
\iwee ceceived 62 extra tons of rice in ite distribution quota and the 
averaye monthly individual rice ration (excluding the amount a cooperative 
member: kept alter having fulfilled the contracted product quota) increased 
by 3 Ke. 

cenerally, rice yields in cooperatives where this new contractual system has 
heen practiced, such as in Haiphong, Vinh Phu, Nghe Tinh and eleewhere, 
incteased, The increments ranged from 4 to 5 percent for cooperatives with 
4 poor rating; from 15 to 20 percent for those with an average rating; and 
trom 50 percent up for those with a good rating. Rice output in these 
‘ooperatives aleo increased from 10 to 15 percent over the previous year. 

Meanwhile, our national rice output has for many years increased at an 
average rate of about | percent. These facts clearly testify to the impact 
of the new contractual system in agriculture. 

The new contractual system has encouraged all cooperative members to produce 
more; and no one is running after workpoints as before. This system is 
attracting the vigorous participation in productive labor of all the work 
turces in the countryside (including main and secondary workers, students, 
cadres, military personnel, industrial workers and civil servants on leave, 
(\etirees, people who formerly switched from production to trading business, 
and others). The cooperatives’ apparatus that is indirectly engaged in 
vroduction, has been streamlined (the number of cooperative members not 
directly engaged in production has dropped by 30 percent in Thuy Nguyen 
Vistrict, Haiphong). Instead of working 5 to 6 hours a day as before, 
cooperative members now put in 8 to 9 and at times, 10 to 12 hours a day. 
Therefore, all production activities--from planting to tending and harvesting-- 
in cooperatives that "contract out product quotas” to workers have been 
completed from 10 to 15 days earlier than before, thus unfailingly meeting 
the crop cultivation schedule. Everyone has worked hard and closely followed 
technical processes. Land has been exploited satisfactorily; and the 
cultivated area has increased through crop multiplication. Cooperative members 
nave tilled the land carefully, insured sufficient water, transplanted properly 

wed seedlings at the optimal density, retransplanted those that died, made 
full use of all sources of fertilizer (they have even exchanged rice for more 
nitrogen fertilizer from the state), and promptly and carefully reaped the 
rice crop. This has resulted in good rice yields and high output. Materials 
and labor have been used thriftily and effectively, thus lowering production 
costs. 

Generally speaking, in those cooperatives where the "contract out product 
quetis” system is implemented, the families of war invalids and dead soldiers 
ind families without support have been given contracts on a priority basis 
and tavorable conditions have been created for them to satisfactorily 

fulfill their quotas, thus ensuring them a higher income. Various sectors and 

trades within the cooperatives have been maintained and developed. More 

youths have gone to discharge their military obligation than required by 



the planned targets, Coordination among the consolidation of organization, 
the strengthening of the cadre body and the practice of “contracting out 

product quetas” to groups of laborers and individual laborers have further 
utrengthened organiaation, promoted internal solidarity and improved 
cooperative-atate relations, 

These resulte have helped further consolidate the cooperatives and prompted 
couperative members to produce zealously and become more attached to the 
collectives. The new production relations in the countryside, far from being 
weakened, have been further consolidated, The collective ownership of the 
means of production and the management and distribution work of cooperatives 
have been strengthened, The material and technical bases of the collectives 
have been increased and put to better use. Inetead of being disrupted, the 
division of labor and cooperation in work have been effectively practiced 
in strict accordance with the actual conditions of production installations. 
This has helped develop the superiority of collective labor and, at the same 
time, has made it possible to satisfactorily exploit individual efforte in 
the process of developing collective production. The bulk of products 
turned out, that is the volume of production achieved according to contracted 
quotas, has been entirely placed under the control of the collectives to be 

uniformly distributed within the cooperatives. The amount of above-quota 
products turned out by and, consequently, awarded to cooperative members 
has represented only a small portion of the total output. 

Reality has shown that, with our agricultural production still depending 
mainly on manual labor and with our mechanical production facilities remaining 
negligible, there is no other way to increase agricultural labor productivity 
and crop yields than to make the fullest use of all sources of labor in the 
countryside, foster the habitual industriousness of the peasants, enhance 
the sense of responsibility of all people and induce everyone, in his own 
interest and in the interests of the collective and society, to pay attention 

to the results of his labor. In the current conditions, all this has been 
promoted in the process of implementing the "contract out product quotas" 

system. 

Obviously, the form of contract for product quote is not a method of indi- 
vidual production but a mode of collective labor. It is imperative to 

implement the “contract out product quotas" system in agriculture in order 
to meet the demand for production development and to serve the interests 
of the laborer, the collective and the state. 

il. Implement the New Contractual System in Agricultural Cooperatives 

Lach cooperative is responsible for its own production and business. Therefore, 
it has the right to choose between the system of contracting out work (with 
bonuses and penalties determined by workpoints) or the system of contracting 
out product quotas (with bonuses and penalties determined by products) to 
groups of laborers or individual laborers. <A cooperative can make its choice 
according to the discussions and decision of a congress of its members. The 
uppoer echelon must not force it into or prevent it from choosing one system 
or the other. 
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) Chie article, & will discuss only the implementation of the system of 
“Contracting out product quotas” to groups of workers and especially to 
iidividual workers in agricultural cooperatives, 

Ae explained earlier, the implementation of this new contractual system has 
enabled use to effectively overcome the weaknesses of the system of contract 
for work, weaknesses which have arisen from the failure of this system to 
directly mesh the laborer's interests and obligations with the finished 
products. Thus, the system of contract for product quotas is considered 
u@ 4 new development and 4 more progressive method which helps improve and 
develop inetead of clashing with the contractual system already implemented 
‘or a long time in all agricultural cooperatives. 

To implement this new contractual system, all cooperatives must firmly grasp 
and correctly apply the following principles: 

i. They must uniformly and closely manage and satisfactorily use the means 
of production of the collective (euch as land, machinery, draft animals, 
supplies and other assets) in strict accordance with the guidelines, plans 
and norms of the collective. They must oppose all practices that may cause 
damage to the means of production of the collective. They must not scatter 
the means of production of the cooperative and allow cooperative members to 
use them in an arbitrary manner. They must not hinder the use of the material 
and technical bases of the collective nor impede the efforts to increase them. 
They must not obstruct the introduction of advanced science and technology 
into production. 

2. The cooperative must manage and organize the division of labor in a 
rational manner so as to satisfactorily develop collective labor while 
effectively bringing into play the labor of individual cooperative members 
and their families in crop cultivation, livestock breeding and other 

production activities. In implementing the contractual system (including 
bonuses and penalties), it is necessary to make the people engaging in every 
operation of the production process feel united with one another and concerned 
about the final results. 

3, Units and individuals working under contracts must carry out production in 
accordance with the plans (of the province, district and village), with the 
set production plan and crop cultivation pattern (namely production orienta- 
tions), and with the crop cultivation schedule, technical standards and produc- 
tion processes set by the cooperative. Contract quotas must be set in a 
rational manner so as to encourage cooperative members to enthusiastically 
engage in labor, apply technical progress and make use of all the potentials 
(including materials and labor) of their families for increasing productivity 
and output; and at the same time, to insure the interests of the collective. 

+. the cooperative must successfully control all products that fall under 

contract quotas so that distribution can be carried out uniformly in accordance 

with a general plan. 
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Attention must be given te insuring the harmonious combination of the three 
interests, It is necessary to pay attention first of all to the interests 
of workers, to increase the income and capital accumulation of the cooperative 
and at the same time, to insure satisfactory fulfillmenc of che obligations 
to the state. Unless the workers’ interests are properly considered, they 
will not feel encouraged to carry out production for the collective with 
enthusiasm and consequently, the interests of the collective and the state 
will suffer, 

Bonuses and penalties must be applied in such a way as to encourage cooperative 
members to actively ongage in productive labor. Bonuses and penalties should 
be paid chiefly in kind, depending on the type of products; but the settlement 
of bonuses and penalties in other forms is not ruled out. 

5. We must develop the initiative of the cooperative and the right to mastery 

of the collective of cooperative members in all spheres of activities; and 
must struggle against commandism and coercion that run counter to the principles 
of tree will, mutual benefit and democratic management. 

In "contracting out product quotas" to groups of workers and individual workers, 
Lhe managerial board must assume responsibility before the collective for the 
finished products on the entire cultivated area of the cooperative. Production 
tuams will be chiefly responsible for the finished products on the land areas 
allotted to them by the cooperative under the "three contracts." 

On this basis, production teams and other specialized teams of the cooperative 
must undertake work operations that can be carried out more effectively with 
collective labor and that have a direct impact on the production process of 
a whole area and the cooperative's plan. 

The preparation of seed (rice seed for an example)--from production to 
selection, storing and germination--must be carried out by seed preparation 
teams of the collective so that good seed can be obtained for the fulfillment 
of the cooperative's production plan. Meanwhile, the transplanting and 
tending of seedlings can be assigned either to production teams or to cooperative 
members on a contractual basis. The preparation of some types of food crop 
seed (such as sweet potato and potato seed) can also be similarly assigned. 

The tilling of the soil should generally be carried out by the collective; 
but this rule is flexible and in some cases, it can be assigned to cooperative 

members’ families if the specific conditions of each area and each cooperative 
permit. In cooperatives located in the lowlands where machinery and draft 
cattle are collectively owned, mechanical plowing will be carried out by the 
cooperative and cattle plowing will be the job of production teams. In the 
midlands and mountainous regions where many cooperative members' families 
huve their own cattle, land tilling will be carried out by both the collective 
and cooperative members on a contractual basis. 

The collective will undertake to supply fertilizer (both organic and inorganic) 
according to set norms, carry out irrigation work on ricefields, prevent and 
control harmful insects and diseases, and protect the crop. 



Cooperative members who “contract product quotas” will undertake all other 
uctivitles such ay sewing, Cranaplanting, field tending and harvesting; and 

they will be responaible before the collective for the finished products on 
the areas allotted to them under contracts, with bonuses or penalties to be 
administered depending on whether they exceed or fall short of the contracted 
vutput quotas, 

in Livesteuck raiwing, cooperatives should study ways to apply the various forms 
of contracts for product quotas in the most effective manner possible. For 
a long time now, in raising meat hogs, collectives have had to use 5-6 kg 
of paddy to produce 1 kg of meat on the hoof--not to mention the costs of 
housing and pigeties and other expenditures. If thie task is contracted out 
to their members, the cooperatives will need only 4 kg of paddy to raise 
1 kg of meat on the hoof and will be able to dispense with other expenditures 
involved in concentrated breeding. Two forms of contracting ouc hog breeding 
to cooperative members have now emerged. Under the first form, the cooperative 
turns over piglets and feed to cooperative members families for raising and 
collects the products later. Under the second, the cooperative turns over 
to cooperative members families plots of land set aside for the production of 
teed and piglets. In this case, the cooperative members families will have 
Lo carry out the two tasks of producing feed and raising meat hogs and of 
delivering to their cooperatives an amount of meat on the hoof as determined 
by the contracted quotas. 

Wherever electricity and animal feed processing machines are available, 
production units should assume the production and processing of feed and 
supplying it to the cooperative members families who raise hogs under 
contract for their cooperatives according to the first contractual form. Those 
cooperatives which lack the necessary material bases for animal feed processing 
may contract out livestock raising to cooperative members families according 
to the second contractual form. 

Whatever the form used in contracting out livestock raising to cooperative 
members families, it is better for collectives to produce and supply young 

inimals to their members than to let the latter assume this task themselves. 

The svstem of “contract for product quotas” in our agriculture is still a 
novelty and a task in which we do not yet have much experience. For this 
reason, there are still many knotty points and hitches that need to be 
vvercome, 

we must find a reasonable solution to the problem regarding the length during 

which a special plot belonging to a cooperative may be contracted out to its 
members. Some people fear that allowing a cooperative member to work on a plot 
of land for several crops and years in succession may transform this 
cooperative-owned land into the private property of the contractor. But if 

we contract out a plot of land to a cooperative member just for one crop 
season and give him a different plot in the next, the contractor may not have 
enough confidence to invest in the intensive cultivation of the land and 
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may atrive only tor short-term gaine, thereby failing to achieve high pro- 

ductivity, If we allow cooperative members to use the land under contract 
tor 2, J of 5 years at a stretch, they may confidently and substantially 
invest im intensive cultivation so as to obtain the highest possible 
productivity and yield per area unit, The contracted output quota for each 
cLop season must be determined according to the actual material and technical 
conditions, 

During the recent harvest, some localities compelled cooperative members to 
being their products to the collective's yards, while some allowed them to 
Lake Cheir products home. Generally speaking, wherever conditions permit 
(that ia, wherever electricit., farm machines and yards are available), the 
harvested products must be gathered in the storage facilities of production 
units. tn those places where such conditions are lacking, cooperative members 
viould be allowed to bring their products home. In either case, measures 
must be Cuken to ensure that the quantity and quality of the products turned 
in must be in strict accordance with the contracted quotas set by the 
covperatives, 

AL present, bonuses are being granted and penalties imposed in many different 
manners. The granting of cash bonuses equal to 80 percent of the output 
surplus value and the imposition of cash penalties equal to 50 percent of 
the output shortfall value as has been the practice up to now are no longer 
appropriate. Those cooperatives applying the system of "contracting out 
product quotas” to laborers now levy penalties on contractors equal to 
100 percent of the value of the output shortfall. Concerning bonuses, some 
cooperatives offer cash rewards equal to 100 percent of the value of the 
output surplus, some only opt for 80 to 90 percent of the value. At this 
juncture, cooperatives may decide for themselves how much to give as bonuses. 
Generally speaking, a bonus equal to 100 percent of the output surplus value 
will be a strong stimulant prompting laborers to engage in production 
enthusiastically. Cooperatives can use a portion of the cash generated by 
the output surplus achieved under the general production plan or appropriate 
part of the bonus fund to reward those production units including specialized 
units and collectives of laborers participating in concentrated work) credited 
with good production achievements as well as production unic cadres so as to 
mesh their supervisory responsibilities with the finished products. 

Is it true that this new contractual system should not be applied in the 
frontrank cooperatives which have carried out production work well on a 
regular busis and that it should be practiced only in the average and poor 

couperatives? Reality in Nghe Tinh Province has shown that even a frontrank 
cooperative capable of effective production work can increase crop ytelds, 
the cultivated area and output and reduce shortcomings and weaknesses if it 
applies this new contractual system. In the average and poor cooperatives 

(such as tne Doan Xa Cooperative in Haiphong), the application of the new 
contractual system has helped rapidly boost crop yields, the cultivated area 
and output. Particularly in those cooperatives where the workforce and land 

have been made too little use of for a long time, the implementation of the 
system of “contract for product quotas" has helped achieve an extraordinary 



development in production, In those cooperatives having an average standard 

ot production management, however, the introduction of this new system has 
ivcu to some errors, But chese errors have been few and have not resulted 
in the practice of granting unconditional contracts as has often occurred 
in Chowe cooperatives where the management standard of cadres is too low. 

An ecror that has frequently occurred in the application of this new con- 
tractual system is that a number of cooperatives have given out contracts 
Lo members and let them do whatever they wish. As a result, the contractors 
follow neither plana and programs, nor the production orientations of the 
cooperatives. This practice, unless it is overcome right from the start, 
will give rise to phenomena that will run counter to the objectives of 
the new contractual system, 

The quotas for cultivated areas, productivity and output have not been properly 

ustablished in many cooperatives. Quotas that are set too low benefit 
cvoperative members but incur losses to the cooperative. On the other hand, 
quotas that are set too high discourage cooperative members, prompting 
them to cancel the contracts. In the past many cooperatives have selected 
the year with the largest production output as the basis for setting pro- 
ductivity and output quotas and cooperative members have fulfilled or over- 
fulfilled them. Generally, it is appropriate for productivity and output 
quotas to be set on the basis of the progressive average of production 
results of 3 or 4 preceding years. This will be both profitable for the 
cooperative and encouraging to the workers. 

Many operations assigned to the collective have been carried out sioppily, 
often with the quantitative, qualitative and completion time requirements not 
met. This has adversely affected the operations that follow and consequently 
reduced crop yield and output. Harmony must be achieved among the various 
cultivation activities assumed by the collective so as to create conditions 
for the contractors to carry out the activities that follow in a satisfactory 

manner and achieve high productivity and output. 

Contracting out product quotas to production teams (in the crop cultivation 

sector) without close guidance will adversely affect thé activities of other 
sectors. Conversely, given proper contract quotas and good guidance, the new 

contractual system will help develop crop cultivation, livestock breeding 

ind uther trades vigorously. 

Implementing “product-based contracts" in agriculture is a new problem facing 
us. Therefore, close guidance is needed to ensure good results. Lax guidance 

will result in problems and errors. Naturally, errors are difficult to avoid 

in the initial stage. In view of this, it is necessary to organize training 
courses to help cadres firmly grasp the objectives and principles as well as 

the contents and methods of the new contractual system so that they can offer 

concrete guidance in its implementation. 

[t is necessary to classify ricefields and assess the productivity and output 

of each of them in a careful manner 60 as to set appropriate contract quotas. 



Janice production teams as well as specialized work teams must be firmly 
consolidated, Cadres in charge of these teams must go to work early and 
retire late like cooperative members so that the contractual system will 
be carried out with good results, 

The provinces and districts must provide close guidance and supervision, The 
diutrict level must be consolidated so that it can effectively guide the 
implementation of the new contractual system at the grassroots level. Unless 
the district fully grasps the new contractual system, it will only hinder 

the activities of the grassroots level. 

(hrough the implementation of this new contractual system, we will be able 
to streamline the managerial apparatue of the cooperatives by reducing the 
number of pereons not directly engaged in production from its current level 
of 10-12 percent to 4 percent as prescribed. Concerning the various financial 
systems and norms, 4 study must be made to rescind unnecessary regulations, 
reduce paperwork and concentrate on giving as much support to production as 
possible. 

in the process of implementing the contractual system in cooperatives, regular 

inspections must be made to promptly detect and correct errors. 

To do this in an objective and accurate manner, we must, as a matter of 

course, firmly grasp the objectives, principles and contents of the new 

contractual system, 

C80: 4209/303 
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THE GRAIN PROBLEM IN THE YBARS AHBAD 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 26-33 

[article by Ho Viet Thang 7 

[Text_7 Grain, a special consumer good, is one of the basic needs of the people. 
To our country, grain is of decisive importance in the work of building and 
protecting the socialist fatherland. V.I. Lenin once said: “No socialist country 
in which workers and farmers control political power can exist if this country, 
through the joint efforte of workers and farmers, does not create a stockpile of 
grain capable of insuring a supply of food to industrial workers and creating the 
ability to send tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of workers to places where 

the Soviet government needs thea." "V , 
nothing. Without these reserves, the policy of socialism is 
aspiration. "(1) 

As soon as political power was won, our party and President Ho fully concerned 
themselves with the grain problem and led the people in accelerating the production 
of grain while promulgating policies designed to mobilise farmers to fulfill their 
grain obligation. These actions made an important contribution to the victory of the 
war of resistance and the building of the country. 

Over the past several years, our country's grain production has increased slowly, 
increased at a rate slower than the rate of population growth. In 1965, our 
country had a population of 35 million and produced 10.56 million tons of grain, in 
paddy equivalent, an average of 300 kilograms per capita; in 1965, the North had a 
population of 18 million and produced 5.6 million tons of grain, an average of more 
than 300 kilograms per capita. In 1979, the country had a population of 52.5 million 
and produced 13.9% million tons of grain, an average of 265 kilograms per capita. 
Thus, in 15 years, the population increased by 17.5 million but grain production only 
increased by about 3.5 million tons. In 1980, the grain output of the provinces of 
Nam Bo increased by nearly 800,000 tons compared to 1979 but many large areas in the 
Red River Delta and former Zone 4 suffered crop failures, consequently, the grain 
output of the entire country was only about 14 million tons. Thus, in the past 5 
years, the grain output of the entire country increased by 500,000 tons, an average 
of 0.6 percent per year, while the population grew at a rate of 2.6 percent. The 
average amount of grain per capita in 1960 was 265 kilograms, about the same as in 
1979 and 10 kilograms less than in 1976. 
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Grain production has increased slowly due to many reasons, The amount of farmland 

under the cultivation of grain has virtually not increased at all, the amount of 
cropland has increased slowly, crop yields have virtually remained the same and, 
at many places, have recently shown a tendency to be declining. 

While the output of grain within society is still small, the distribution of grain 
within society, despite many advances in this area, is still marked by many 
shortcomings. 

Because the scope of the supply of grain is constantly increasing and the need for 
e@rain is increasing but the quantity of grain available to the state is limited, 
the state can only meet the grain needs of the armed forces, laborers and persons 
who eat with their families and the vast majority of the working people within the 
non-agricultural areas, the needs of production, processing, livestock production 
and the new economic gones, subsidies for areas stricken by natural disasters or 
enemy attacks and so forth. 

In recent years, the state has carried out the task of regulating the supply of 
@rain and distributing grain, sending grain from places that have a surplus or 
relative surplus of grain to places experiencing a shortage of grain; our farmers 
have eagerly fulfilled their grain obligations to the state. Between 1976 and 
1979, an average of 350 kilograms of grain per hectare of farmland was mobilized 
throughout the country; the Red River Delta has mobilized 621 kilograms per hectare, 
the Mekong River Delta has mobilized 320 kilograms per hectare, former Zone 4 has 
mobilized 318 kilograms per hectare and the remaining areas have mobilized from 
220 to 270 kilograms per hectare. During the past 4 years, the entire country has 
mbiilized 48 kilogram per year per person in agriculture; the Mekong River Delta has 
mobilized 50 kilograms, the Red River Delta has mobilised 60 kilograms and the other 
areas have mobilized from 20 to 40 kilograms. In 1976 and 1977, the mobilization 
of grain achieved rather good results throughout the country but subsequently 
declined. In the Red River Delta, the mobilization of grain is carried out smoothly 
and the plan is usually completed; however, difficulties are encountered in the 
Mekong River Delta. 

A major shortcoming in the distribution of grain in recent years has been the fact 
that distribution has been in the nature of subsidies based on averages and has not 

been fair or reasonable. The state has had to incur losses in order to maintain 
the grain supply price for troops, cadres, manual workers and persons who have 
direct economic ties with the state; this is a correct practice but, for a long time, 

the state has also incurred losses in order to supply grain to persons who do not have 
economic ties with the state, which is unreasonable. This practice has created the 

thinking of relying upon the state. In addition, the purchasing, processing and 
use of subsidiary food crops are less than what they should be; many places, although 
they do not lack grain and although the market price of grain is not high, still 
encounter difficulties in the distribution of grain. The management of grain 
is still lax and characterized by loopholes, thereby causing the loss or spoilage of 
much grain. 

These weaknesses have caused the shortage of grain to become even worse. Even in 1976, 
a year in which we had bumper harvests and mobilized mch grain, the state had to import 

33 



a large quantity of grain in order to meet needs. In subsequent years, due to lower 

levele of purchasing and the limits on the importation of grain, the antagonisn 
between the supply of grain and the demand for grain has become increasingly sharp. 

To virtually resolve the grain problem, it is necessary to insure that society has 
a stable supply of grain, one adequate enough to support the lives of the people, 
develop livestock production, supply raw materials for industry and provide some 
reserves. To accomplish this, the state aust have an average of 300 tons of grain, 
in paddy equivalent, per capita per year in order to meet the needs of society. 
This does not include the need for reserves, a need which is binding upon every 
country, especially our country, a country that frequently experiences natural 
disasters and enemy attacks. Thus, in view of our present population, if we are 
to maintain an average of 300 kilograms of grain per capita, not to mention the 
need for reserves, our country must produce at least 15 million tons of grain, in 
paddy equivalent, in 1981. And, to merely maintain this average in 1985, we must 
produce at least 16 million tons. The above mentioned consumer demand is predicated 
upon the need to carry out the mobilization of grain well and to redistribute grain 
between places with surpluses and places experiencing a shortage. If the mobilization 
and distribution of grain are not carried out well, there will still be areas that 

have very much grain and areas that lack grain. 

In addition to the needs of farmers, the state must supply grain, at varying prices, 
to each and every person not engaged in the production of grain. If the state is 
to supply grain to the 16.5 million persons in the non-agricultural sector plus meet 
the needs of state-operated processing and livestock production, provide subsidies 

to areas stricken by natural disasters and enemy attacks and fulfill other obligations, 
it must have approximately 4 million tons of grain, in paddy equivalent, at its 
disposal. This is the present need, In the process of industrializing the country, 
the labor and the population within the non-agricultural sector will increase and 
the needs of livestock production and processing will also increase; this situation 
will demand that the state have a larger quantity of grain. To accomplish this, 
industry and the other economic sectors must have a stronger impact upon agriculture 
so that agriculture has the strength to meet the country’s rising need for grain. 

At present, how can we overcome our difficulties with grain in order to avoid famine 
in a number of areas and reduce the difficulties encountered in the daily lives of 
troops, manual workers and civil servants? In addition to very large efforts on the 
part of the state, it is of immediate, pressing importance that everyone make full 
use of every condition and potential that lies in our arable land, labor and capital 
and make every effort to intensify the production of grain and practice thorough 
economy in the use of grain. Farmers must make an effort to produce additional 
erain and troops, manual workers, civil servants and everyone in the non-agricultural 
sector must also try to produce additional grain. If every laborer in our country 
produces an additional 10 kilograms of grain each year, society will have an 
additional 200,000 to 300,000 tons of grain each year. And, if we reduce grain 

consumption of all forms by 1 to 2 percent per year, we will provide an additional 
200,000 to 300,000 tons of grain. The effort made by each person will be small but 
the combined effort of the entire country will produce major results. If the entire 
country tries to improve the situation, we will surely overcome our difficulties 
with grain. 
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In the years ahead, we must endeavor to successfully resolve the grain problen 
The 6th Plenum of the Party Central Committee affirmed: “The most important task 
at this time is to highly mobilize all the people and the entire army in order to 
accelerate agricultural production, forestry and fishing with a view primarily 
toward providing a stable supply of grain and food products while supplying many 
raw materials for the food products industry and the consumer goods industry and 
rapidly increasing the sources of exnvort goods." 

In keeping with this spirit, Council of Ministers’ resolution number 09/CP on the 
grain policy also confirmed: solving the grain problem is the task of the entire 
party, all the people and the entire army, of every sector and level. Depending 
upon their function, #very sector and level] has the responsibility of helping to 
stimulate the development of agriculture and having a good impact upon the 
distribution and circulation of grain while producing some grain. The resolution 
establishes four basic elements in the task of resolving the grain problem: 

accelerating production and producing much more grain for society; making every 
effort to mobilize surplus grain among farmers; implementing a distribution system 
that is fair, reasonable and economical; establishing a new division of labor 

throughout society and practicing planned parenthood. These four elements are 
closely related to amd support one another; the most important, most decisive element 
is developing production. 

We must endeavor to quickly achieve an average of 300 kilograms of grain per capita 
per year. This is both a pressing requirement and a realistic goal. Because, in 
1965, our country achieved an average of 300 kilograms of grain per capita and, with 
the 7 million hectares now under the cultivation of grain, we can achieve an output 
of 15.6 million tons of grain if we achieve an average nationwide yield equal to 
that of 1976 (22.3 quintals per hectare). At present, the state is encountering 
numerous difficulties. To achieve the goal stated above, we must endeavor to resolve 
problems in many areas and have the efforts of everyone in the country. 

In the immediate future, we must continue to research and improve the management 

policies and regulations designed to provide incentive for farmers to accelerate 
the production of grain and food. While improving the policies and regulations on 
the organization and management of agriculture and the organization and management 
of cooperatives, it is necessary to implement the principle of distribution in 

accordance with labor well so that farmers and cooperative members not only concern 
themselves with the number of days worked, but are also fully responsible for and 

closely linked to the quantity and quality of products produced by then. 

It is necessary to make appropriate investments in strengthening the material- 

technical bases of agriculture. Importance must be attached to resolving the 
fertilizer, water conservancy and seed problems in an efficient manner for the 

key grain production areas in order to insure high yields, stable harvests and a 
high output of commodity grain; at the same time, we must concern ourselves with 

resolving the difficulties of areas in which production is not stable. At a time 
when we do not have the ability to improve and harness nature, it is important that 

we look for every way to utilize the advantages of nature, of the soil, allocate 
crops in an efficient manner and coordinate the use of machinery, manpower and the 
experiences and traditions of the people in production in order to limit the harmful 

35 



effects of nature to the lowest possible level, insure stable crop production, 

insure stable harvests and insure high economic returns. 

We must accelerate and improve the planning of land and crops on a nationwide scale 
and within each microclimatic area on the basis of a sound scientific foundation in 
omer to allocate crops in an appropriate manner that results in high yields and 
a high output. We must give priority to intensive cultivation in the key rice and 
subsidiary food crop growing areas. We must coordinate intensive cultivation, 
companion cropping and the expansion of the amount of area under cultivation for 
grain crops, food crops, industrial crops and medicinal crops in order to develop 
the sources of grain and food, supply raw materials to industry and provide export 
goods. 

The production process is followed by mobilization and distribution. Production is 

the foundation of circulation, is the material premise for carrying out the 
mobilization and distribution of grain. Conversely, if the mobilization and 
distribution of grain are carried out well, they have a positive effect in stimulating 
production, Recently promulgated Political Bureau resolution number 25/NQ-TU and 
Council of Ministers’ resolutions 09/CP and 134/CP on the grain policy are designed 
to provide incentive for farmers to produce with peace of mind and enthusiasa, 
develop every potential that lies in the land and their labor, develop upon existing 
conditions, make every effort to practice intensive cultivation and companion 
cropping, clear land and restore fields, expand the amount of area under cultivation 
and produce much grain; at the same time, they implement a fair and reasonable 

system for the mobilization and distribution of grain and a strict and economical 

system on the management and use of grain, 

In keeping with the spirit of the new policy, the state is mobilizing grain in 

three ways: collecting taxes, purchasing grain at directed prices through two-way 

contracts between the state and farmers and purchasing grain at negotiated prices, 
Of these three ways, the first two represent stable amounts per unit of farmland 
per year and are in effect for the next 5 years. 

Paying agricultural taxes is an obligation binding upon every farmer in and outside 
cooperatives. Every farmer who uses farmland has the obligation to pay the stipulated 
tax. Anyone who fails to pay taxes violates the law. Anyone who fails to pay 

taxes no longer has the right to use cropland. In accordance with the tax policy, 

those who have much, good cropland and a high income pay high taxes; those who have 

little, poor quality cropland and a low income pay low taxes; those who refuse to 
produce, who abandon poor quality cropland and allow fields to become overgrown must 

pay the same taxes paid by those in the surrounding area who have cropland in 

production and realize normal harvests. 

Purchasing grain at directed prices in accordance with two-way contracts is part 

of the stable obligation. [he state supplies to farmers at directed prices a number 
of agricultural materials for production, such as draft power, fertilizer, petroleum 
products, building materials, consumer goods, etc. Farmers have the responsibility 
of selling to the state the quantity of grain required in their contract. 

The @conomic contract system between the state and farmers emphasizes the obligations 
of both sides: on the one side, there are the obligations of the state agencies, that 
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lu, of the state-operated factories and enterprises, the economic sanagement 
agencies and the organisations that purchase agricultural products and supply 

materials of the state on all levels, especially the district level, to agricultural 
production and the lives of farmers; on the other aide, there are the responsibilities 
of ‘armers and agricultural production unite in ineuring the successful laplementation 
of the state plan. This economic contract system is an important part of socialist 
economic management, is a practioal and concrete way to tighten the direct economic 
ties between the state and the class of farmers and is 4 living expression of the 
party's line concerning the alliance between workers and farmers. 

In the South, the majority of farmers still engage in private production and farmers 
have long been acoustomed to “buying everything but selling only 4 portion"; however, 
the two-way contract system has been implemented well at many places, not only in the 
collective economy, but the private economy as well. 

in addition to the two above mentioned forms of grain mobilization recorded in the 
stable obligation, the state also uses negotiated purchases. Council of Ministers’ 
resolution 09/CP states: “after fulfilling their grain obligations to the state, 
farmers are free to use and circulate the surplus remaining grain.” 

At a time when agriculture still includes a private, decentralized production 

component, the ciroulation of some commodity grain on the market is an objective 

necessity. For more than 1 year, by using negotiated purchases, the state has 
mobilized a rather large quantity of grain. In the North, the use of negotiated 
purchases is limited because the vast majority of grain is mobilised under stable 
obligations and at directed prices. In the South, however, especially in the 

Mekong River Delta, where the use of two-way contracts has not developed, the majority 
of grain is mobilized through negotiated purchases through various forms of 
purchases in cash, product trade or purchases and sales at high prices. 

With the stable grain obligation policy and the other policies within the fi id 
of distribution and cireulation, the mobilization of grain is changing for the 
better. To insure that the state controls the majority of commodity grain, eventually 
becomes the master of the market, and can take the initiative in distributing grain 
in an increasingly improved manner to meet the needs of socialism, we must attach 
importance to the following several matters: 

--We must continue to perfect policies in order to provide stronger incentive for 
the development of production and motivate farmers to enthusiastically fulfill their 

erain obligations to the state. 

--The various sectors and levels, primarily cadres and party members, must clearly 

recognize the pressing nature of the grain problem at this time, have a clear 
inderstanding of the production incentive policy and the grain policy of the 
party and government and be determined to lead and organize the masses in accelerating 
production and implementing the grain policy well. In the purchasing of grain, we 

must closely coordinate the collection of taxes, purchases under two-way contracts and 
purchases at negotiated prices in order to mobilize grain well and reduce the bother 
caused to the people. 



--We must develop an increasingly diverse commodity fund in order to include more 
products in the trade with farmers in the purchasing of grain and agricultural 

products. An effort must be made to develop the sources of goods of both the 
localities and the central level and establish an increasingly diverse commodity 
fund in order to insure the sucoess of purchasing activities and meet the production 

and dally requiremente of farmers. 

--Ae regards the South, where private agricultural production still predominates, 
the commodity grain on the market is abundart. This is fertile ground for dishonest 
merchants, speculators and hoarders to compete with the state and cause disruptions 
on the market. For this reason, in order to mobilize grain well, we must resolutely 
puniah dishonest merchants, speculators and hoarders and implement grain market 
management on the basic level; at the same time, we must adopt many truly flexible 
forms of organigation and measures and create the conditions for farmers to easily 

sell grain, purchase supplies and goods and collect their money. 

~-Besides the grain produced within the collective and private sectors, we must 
make an effort to develop more and more state farms that produce grain so that 
the state can control an increasingly large quantity of grain. 

“Finally, to mobilize grain well, we gust closely coordinate the mobilisation of 
grain with the acceleration of production, socialist transformation within agriculture 

and the building of the political and organizational base in the countryside. As 

production develops and the amount of grain within society becomes increasingly 
abundant, agricultural transformation develops well and the supply of commodity 
grain within the countryside becomes increasingly large; as the political and 
organizational base within the countryside becomes increasingly strong and we 
become increasingly skilled in organising the purchasing profession, the results 
of the mobilization of grain will become increasingly high and the state will 
control more and more grain so that it can fully and promptly meet the rising needs 

of the country. 

in accordance with the new grain policy, the general guideline for the distribution 

of grain is to eventually abolish distribution in the nature of sweeping subsidies, 

which has hampered the development of production, and implementing fair and 
reasonable distribution based on the principle of distribution in accordance with 
labor. On the basis of this principle, the grain distribution system consists of the 
‘ollowing several primary elements: 

lhe persons within the non-grain production sector can be divided into three main 

eroupss 

--The first group consists of the workers within the state sector (the armed forces, 

the manual workers and civil servants of the state-operated installations and joint 
public-private installations and so forth) and their dependents, whose primary sources 
of income are wages, subsidies, tuitions and so forth from the state; persons for 
whome the socialist system is responsible for giving special attention and care, such 
as war invalids, the families of war dead, families who have contributed to the 
revolution and so forth; and the elderly, the disabled and orphaned children who have 
mo place to live. The persons in this group are eligible for the supply system based 
on directed prices and ration standards for each type labor and age group. 
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=“lhe second group consists of collectives and individuals who have stable economic 
contracts with the state and are regularly supplied grain at directed prices based 

on the results of the execution of their economic contracts. Laborers (private and 
collective) who have processing contracts with the state, contracts to deliver 
producta to the estate and so forth, such as laborers who raise industrial crops, 
latborers in the artisan and handicraft trades, laborers who produce salt, laborers 

who harvest agricultural, forestry or marine products, laborers who mine ainerals, 
laborers who serve the state in construction and transportation, laborers who serve 
as purchasing agents or business agents, laborers in the various service trades and 
so forth who fully implement their economic contracts with the state are supplied 
@rain at directed prices for themselves and their dependents in accordance with the 
ration slandard for each oceupation. If, for reasons that are not legitimate, the 
Contract is not completed, the grain supplied to these laborers can be reduced by 
an amount commensurate with the results of the implementation of their contract and, 
if they exceed their contract, they oan be sold additional grain as a bonus. 

Persons who do not have regular, stable economic contracts are supplied with grain 
in a reasonable manner depending upon their specific situation. 

~The third group consists of persons in free trades and persons who do not have or 
do not yet have direct economic ties with the state through economic contracts; the 
state will sell grain to these persons at guaranteed business prices depending upon 
ite capabilities. 

In the grain production sector, it is necessary to implement good grain distribution 
within the cooperative. If the income in grain of war invalids, the families of 
war dead, families who have served the revolution and other persons eligible for the 
preferential policy is low, the cooperative must distribute additional grain to then. 
if the grain of the cooperative is inadequate for this purpose, the state will sell 
enough to compensate for the difference. Persons in the subsidiary trades of 
cooperatives who work under contract or sell products to the state must also be 
distributed grain by the cooperative. his quantity of grain is computed as part 
of the cooperative's grain obligation. If the cooperative does not have enough grain 
to distribute some to these persons, the state will sell it additional grain on the 
basis of the quantity of products delivered by the cooperative to the state. 

ln addition, the state must have a system for supplying grain to the new economic 
zones, a subsidy and temporary allocation system for areas stricken by natural 
disasters or enemy attacks, for poor working families who are encountering difficulties 
in their everyday lives, etc, 

fo insure that the mobiligation and distribution of grain are carried out well, it 

is necessary to manage the grain market and prevent speculation and the illegal 

sale of grain as well as other negative phenomena in grain distribution and circulation. 
To stabilize the grain market, the grain sector must gain control of the vast majority 
of commodity grain so that it can distribute it in an organized and planned manner to 
meet the needs of society (in addition to the grain regulated and distributed by 
cooperatives and farmers). We must broaden the socialist commerce network, institute 
direct purchases and sales with farmers and implement the system of purchases and 
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salen at two prices well so that the state controls more and more sources of goods 

and can ineure stabliity in the distribution of grain to persons who are distributed 

grain by the state. 

in the lamediate future, Lt le necessary to manage the rice dealers and mill owners 
who are permitted by the state to produce and do business so that these persons 
do 4 good job of ciroulating grain within the locality. In the management of the 

market, wo must closely coordinate educational, economic, administrative and 
organisational measures, closely coordinate the activities of the grain sector, the 
tax sector, the public seourlty sector, the military, the economic management 
sector and the administrative management sector and, at the same time, rely upon 
the masses at installations to expose and promptly punish speculators and hoarders 

who lllegally sell and transport grain and the theft of grain from the state. 

1. V.I, Lenins “Complete Works,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1969, Volume 31, 
p 628, 
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SOME EXPERIENCES DRAWN BY THE CON DAO FISHING ENTERPRISE 

Hanot TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 61 pp 34-38 and 54 

[Article by Do Chinh) 

(Summary) According to the author these experiences consist of determining suitable 
production ortentations; making capital investmente in depth to fully tap the enter- 

prise's existing production capacity; concentrating investments on major activities 

such ae purchasing fishing equipment, repairing boate and buying spare partes; 
applying the eyetem of giving out contracts to collectives and the payment of wages 

on the baeie of labor; satisfactorily resolving the relationship among the three 

types of interests; and organizing and managing labor in accordance with new, suit- 
able regulations. 

CSO: 46209/301 
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COMMENTARY + A GLORIOUS STAGE IN THE HISTORY OF OUR NATION 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW_7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 61 pp 39-40 

[text] Ten centuries (981-1981) have passed since Le Hoan routed the Tong aggressor 
army and firmly protected our country of Dai Co Viet. That song of triumph has 
resounded through a long period of history, resounded throughout the country and 
within the heart of each of our people. 

The House of Tong, after conquering many surrounding countries, became the largest 
feudal, imperial power in Asia at that time and arrogantly sent ite army to commit 
aggression against our country. They thought that they could occupy our country 
“in an instant” and annihilate us as easily as “snapping a dry twig.” They threatened 

to cut our country dow. 

However, our army and people, tightening their ranks under the command of Le Hoan, 

immediately carried out a lightning-like strategic offensive and dealt the eneny 
“thundering blows before they could cover their ears,” even in the border provinces 

and in the mouth of the river on the frontline. In 1 month, March of 961, our 
army won three major victories of decisive significance: it routed the navy of 

Luu Trung at Bach Dang, annihilated the main force troops of Hau Nhan Bao at 
Chi Lang and drove off and annihilated more than one-half of the troops of Tran Kham 

To at Tay Ket. Bnemy corpses filled the river and were piled high on the ground. 

(he .ong aggressor army had been routed! Having suffered a very painful defeat, 
the Tong king was forced to issue a “ceasefire” order; “we sent an envoy to inform 
them that Luu Trung, Gia fhuc, Vuong Soan and Trung had fallen 11] and died, that 
Soan was killed at Ung Chau and that Ton Toan Hung was killed and left behind.”(1) 

Why did the war to protect the fatherland that was fought by our people in 981 and 
led by Le Hoan end in such a resounding, rapid victory? The precise answer to this 
question comes from Tran Hung Dao, the brilliant military strategist who lived 
closer than we to the time of Le Hoan: 

“The Dinh and Le Dynasties, using good and kind persons, made the South strong at 
a time when the North was tired and weak; there was unity from top to bottom and 

solidarity of all the people, and they built defenses to defeat the Tong arny.” 



iran ium Dao conoidered war to primarily be a teat of strenmt: between two systens, 
‘he louse of Tong, although large, began to show the signs of weakness in its non- 
ending ware of aggression and ite reactionary policy that did not have the support 
of the people at home, The country of Dai Co Viet, although somali, was in an ascending 
position. <A prosperous system with an advantageous position triumphed over a 
declining system, This was the basic factor that led to the victory of the war to 
protect the fatherland during the earlier Le Dynasty. Today, this same factor 
explains why we were able to win victory over the U.5. imperialists and why the 
Joclalist Hepublic of Vietnam, although faced with many difficulties, has still 
been able to win victory over the beljing expansionists and hegemonists. 

Un the basis of the assassination of King Dinh and a number of difficulties being 
encountered by the Dinh Dynasty, the House of Tong quickly concluded that "An Nam 
is in @ state of internal rebellion” and the people are divided, thus, it was a 
time to “start trouble.” However, they made 4 mistake. In contrast to China, 
where “murdering one another” is a way of life, the Vietnamese ethic is to unite 
with one another in order to survive. In the face of the Tong aggressor army, our 
people united as one to fight the enemy. The cheer “long live the king” shouted by 
Lhe soldiers, officers and generals of the imperial court in honor of Le Hoan's 
aseension to the throne reflected the “use of good and wise people” and the determination 
of all our people to fight. Tran Hung Dao considered Le Hoan's ascension to the 
throne in the face of the peril to the country to be a manifestation of the united 
will of all the people. This united will of the army and the people, of the 
imperial court and of hundreds of families, this “unity from top to bottom and 
solidarity of all the people” created a tremendous strength with which to overwheln 
the aggressor army. Tran Hung Dao considered the unity of the people to be the 
banic factor that led to the victory over the Tong pirates. This basic factor also 
led to victory by our nation in the war of liberation as well as in the subsequent 

warn to protect the fatherland. 

Tran liung Dao also proposed “building defenses in order to destroy the Tong arny.” 
ie said that the foreign aggressors could be crushed as a result of building the 
country and building the national defense system. Our country, which possessed the 
strong spirit of an entire people arising to be the masters of their land, 
strengthened the centralization of power during the Dinh Dynasty to include a 
strong superstructure and attached iaportance to defending the country, especially 
to bullding an army capable of protecting the country. The army of the central 
state wan a strengthened army that had a unified organization. 

The enemy's army was twice as large as our army but not strong. Our army was smal) 
in sige but highly organized and well trained, had resourceful leaders and had the 
strength of a prosperous system, of unity from top to bottom, of indivisible 
solidarity among the people; it was stronger than the enemy's army and, with this 
otrength, it carried out a rapid strategic offensive that defeated the “decisive 
speed" strategy of the enemy and rapidly crushed the aggressor army in the very 
first battle, on the frontline of the country. 

iistory has turned a page but not ended. The lesson of 1,000 years which Le Hoan 
learned and Tran Hung Dao reviewed, which has been continuously handed down to 

se@neration after generation, which has been developed upon and enhanced, is the 
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Lesson that led to historic Dien Bien Phu, to the vietory in the great war of 

resintance against the United States for national salvation and to the defeat of 

every malicious seheme and trick of aggression of the Beijing expansionists, the 

now bul also very old enemy of the people of Vietnaa,. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Wal Viet su ky toan thu, Social Sclences Publishing House, Hanoi, 1967, Book 1, 

p 168, 
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COMMEMORATING THE 1,Q000TH ANNIVERSARY OF LE HOAN'S VICTORY OVER THB TONG AGGRESSOR 
ARMY: LE HOAN'S DEFEAT OF THE TONG 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 41-45 

[Article by Nhuan Vu_/ 

[ext_] In the winter of 979, Dinh Tien Hoang and his son,Prince Dinh Lien, were 
assassinated by the servant Do Thich. The Dinh Dynasty was encountering many 
difficulties. Internally, hostile feudal powers were engaged in sch mes to overthrow 
the dynasty. Externally, from the south, the traitor Ngo Nhat Kha: was leading 
more than 1,000 Cham Pa warships northward with the intention of plundering the 
capital city of Hoa Lu. Nearly all of these ships, however, were sunk in a typhoon. 

The threat from the south was thus eliminated. 

In the north, the weakness of the Dinh Dynasty did not go unnoticed by the Tong 
Dynasty, which constantly spied on our country. In June 980, Hau Nhan Bao, the 
Tong general in charge of Ung Chau (Quang Tay) sent a letter to the Tong king in 
which he etated: “The king of An Nam and his son, Lien, have been killed and the 
country has almost been lost. This might be a good time to send local troops to 
attack and take the country. If we fail to act now, we might miss the opportunity 
entirely."(1) 

In July of that year, not wanting to miss this opportunity and taking advantage of 
the element of surprise, the Tong king, instead of having Haw Nhan Bao come and 
explain his plan further, immediately granted him the fiefdom of Giao Chau and 
sent to him an ambassador together with Ton Toan Hung, Khich Thu Tuan, Tran Kham To, 
Thol Luong and Luu Trung to mobilize calavry troops and supplies and assemble forces 
from the provinces of Ung Chau, Ninh Chau, Quang Chau and so forth and make urgent 

preparations for sending troops to invade our country. 

One month later, in August of that year, the Tong king ordered his troops into battle 
and, at the same time, sent his ambassador, Lu Da Ton, to deliver a letter to us, 

which read in parts: “Our imperial dynasty, a benevolent dynasty with a legacy of 
peace and prosperity, will soon conduct a ceremony to distribute fiefdoms and wishes 
that you do us the pleasure of paying us homage so that you may avoid disgrace and 



avoid causing ue trouble, thus making it necessary for us to cut you to pleces and 

rave your cities, at which time it will be too late for you. Do you barbarians 

want to migrate to the islands and see the House of Minh Duong Bich Ung? Would you 

like to take off your grass shirte and put on the eabroidered clothing of the 
mountain tiger? Will you join with us? To refuse our invitation would be a crine, 
We are preparing our cavalry and troops and putting our weapons in order; if you 

submit, we shall let you go; if you disobey our order, we are determined to fight. 
Whether you join us or not, whether you fare well or poorly, the choice is yours 

to make,"(2) 

The Tong king ordered his army into battle. The above mentioned letter was not only 
& call to surrender, but also a way to intimidate the Dinh Dynasty before the Tong 
army entered our territory. The House of Tong proclaimed itself to be an “imperial 
dynasty," @ “great nation,” to be civilised and viewed others as “inferiors,” as 
“barbarians”; however, their words and actions were those of “small men." The 
ambition of the “celestial court" was very large but their intelligence was very 
limited. As a result of showing their authority in order to intimidate others, the 
“celestial court” only caused others to disdain then. 

In July 960, before the Tong ambassador arrived in Hoa Lu and having received 
information that the Tong army was about to invade, the queen mother, Duong Van Nga, 

gave Le Hoan the responsibility of making preparations to fight the aggressors. We 
correctly predicted the plan and acts of aggression of the Tong imperial court. 

The destiny of the fatherland was threatened. Queen Mother Duong Van Nga ordered 
that the royal tunic be given to Le Hoan and asked him to be emperor. This decision 
by Duong Van Nga reflected the determination of the entire country to unite in 
resistance against the foreign aggressors. Le Hoan's"proclamation of self as emperor" 
before he sent his troops into battle expressed the desire for inflependence of our 
entire nation. The shouts of “kill the barbarians” raised by our soldiers in 
response to the appeal by General Pham Cu Lang to “respect the Ten Ways, generals 
and the emperors and then go into battle"(3) was synonymous with the shouts of 
“determined to win.” 

[n October 980, when he received the letter from the Tong king, Le Hoan prepared 
to send his army into battle and sent ambassadors Giang Cu Vong and Vuong Thieu To 
with a letter to the Tong court, a letter purportedly from Dinh Toan, asking 

permission to succeed to the throne of his father. The tone of the letter was very 

polite, even compliant. The purpose of the letter was “to delay the attack by the 

Tong army"(4) in order to gain time to prepare our forces. On the other hand, 
by displaying a desire to maintain peaceful relations between the two countries, 
our side showed even more clearly the just nature of the war to defend the country 
that we had to fight. 

The letter from the Tong king to the Dinh court contained the following question: 
“Will you surrender and become a province of the Tong or do you want your entire 

country to be destroyed?" Le Hoan's letter was sent in the name of Dinh Toan in 
order to indirectly respond to this question; however, the letter also stated: "We 
await your order to surrender and become a fiefdom"(5), that is, the letter also 
“requested that the king bestow a fiefdom." Meanwhile, Le Hoan formally became 
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emperor and changed the title of the dynasty. The Tong court then had to send 

another ambassador to explore the situation and practice extortion once again. 
This time, Le Hoan forthrightly rejected every arrogant demand by the Tong court, 
which was waiting for just such a signal to send its troops to “punish” use, 

War broke out. 

ln the spring of 961, following one land route and one sea route, the Tong army launched 
a heavy attack on our country. The land force, commanded by Hau Nhan Bao and Ton 

Toan Hung, attacked from Ung Chau (Quang Tay) through Lang Son. The naval force, 
commanded by Luu Trung, attacked our shores from Quang Chau (Quang Dong). 

These land and naval forces “agreed to send their troops into battle at the same 
time"(according to the Tong historian) and planned to coordinate with each other and 
lay slege to the capital Hoa Lu. However, as soon as they began to invade our country's 

territory, the enemy's forces were fiercely fought by our army. The commanding 
generals of both of the enemy's focces were worried and anxiously awaited information 
from each other because the victory or defeat of one force would have an important 

impact upon the victory or defeat of the other, When the naval force of the House of 
Tong, commanded by Luu Trung, reached the Bach Dang River, they saw that stakes had 
been inserted in the river bed to block their warships. These stakes not only told 
the enemy that we had been prepared for a long time, but also signalled to them that 
Le Hoan, the "defense commander"(6) of our forces, was waiting nearby for them. These 
atakes across the river were not only an obstacle to impede them, but also a means 
to create favorable conditions for our army to fight the enemy from the river and its 
banks. Luu Trung could not forget that more than 40 years earlier, naval forces of 
Nam Han were annihilated by Ngo Quyen on similar stakes inserted in the Bach Dang 
River. After fighting savage battles on the river and suffering heavy losses, a 
terrified Luu Trung abandoned the plan to coordinated with the land force and ordered 
the remaining Tong warships to withdraw to the sea. 

After deteating the naval force of Luu Trung, Le Hoan led his army to Lang Son. There, 

having been continuously blocked by our local forces from the outset, the ground force 
of the House of Tong commanded by Hau Nhan Bao and Ton Toan Hung advanced slowly 
as a result of suffering heavy losses and because they had heard about the naval force 
of Luu Trung. Le Hoan sent a number of soldiers pretending to be defectors to Hau 
Nhan Bao to lead their troops into the Chi Lang area. Our troops launched a strong 
attack and annihilated the Tong army. The Tong general Hau Nhan Bao was killed. 

Many other Tong generals were captured. The troops remaining in the rear, who were 
commanded by Ton Toan Hung, fled back to their country in panic. 

In addition to the two above mentioned forces of the House of Tong, another Tong force, 
commanded by Kham To, reached Tay Ket (near Khoai Chau District in Hai Hung Province 
on the left bank of the Red River) and was probably going to follow the water route 
through the mouth of the Thai Binh River. "Kham To had heard that the naval force 
had been defeated and been sent back to China. The king (Le Hoan) sent generals to 
pursue and attack them; the troops of Kham To suffered a heavy defeat, more than one- 
halt of them were killed, their bodies covered the ground; the generals Quach Quan Bien 
and Trieu Phung Huan were captured and taken to Hoa Lu."(7) 
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Our brilliant vietory forced the Tong king to lesue a ceasefire order, 

In the war of resistance against the Tong, the most noticeable factors were the 
will and ability of our nation to defeat every aggressor arny, ~ of how large 

or powerful they might have been. Trieu Khuong Dan (Tong Thai To) overthrew the 
House of Hau Chu, established the House of Tong in 960 and launched a campaign to 
“eonquer the Bast, the Weat, the North and the South,” to destroy Nam Duong, Ngo 
Viet, Nam Han, Hau Thuc and Bac Han and unify China. In late 976, Tong Thai To 
died and Tong Thai Ton (Trieu Khuong Nghia) took his place. When they sent troops 
to invade our country, the House of Tong was the powerful ruler of the largest feudal 
state in Asia at that time, 

At that time, our country was encountering towering difficulties in many areas. 
However, the nation was united, the country's position was strong and its national 
defense forces were being strengthened. The Dinh court never failed to keep abreast 
of the scheme of the House of Tong against our country. When they learned that the 
enemy was about to invade, the Dinh generals and court officials were united in 
their determination to fight. By abdicating her right to the throne, by giving up 
her own son's right to the throne and placing the royal tunic on Le Hoan, Duong Van 
Nga symbolized the indomitable spirit of the nation of Vietnam. This is the spirit 

of Vietnam, the source of Vietnam's strength. 

As soon as they stepped foot on the territory of Vietnam, the Tong enemy met with 
determined resistance by our army and people in the mountain and coastal localities, 

met with the force of the "people's battlefield" based on the foundation of the 

solidarity of the nation of Vietnan, 

Exactly 1,000 years ago, the foreign aggressor not only had to fight our main force 

units, but also fight a very large force of civilian soldiers who wre an important 

part of the armed forces of Vietnam that were formed in that ancient time. 

When talking about "Giao Chau," the Chinese feudalist aggressors frequently referred 

to the sacred “mountain god" and “river god" of this land. They were referring to 
the treacherous terrain of Vietnam, which is part of the battle position used to 
defend the country. Our position with regard to forces and our terrain combined 
with Vietnamese strategic talent multiplied our strength in defending the country 

many times. This was why Hau Nhan Bao died at Chi Lang, Luu Trung fled in panic from 

the mouth of the Bach Dang River and, in the pages of the glorious history of Vietnam, 
the names of rivers and mountains, such as Bach Dang, Chi Lang and so forth, are 

closely associated with national heroes. The e*ren¢th with which we defend the 
country is the “strength of the entire count) : 

in this war of resistance against the Tong, the hi,nlight was the outstanding 

strategic talent of Le Hoan. 

Ngo Quyen was the first national hero of Vietnam to defeat the Chinese feudalist 
aggressors at the gateway to the country, the Bach Dang River. 

Le Hoan was the first national hero of Vietnam to defeat both a land force and a 

naval force of the Tong aggressor army at two forward positions of the fatherland. 
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From Hoa Lu, Le Hoan sent a major force to the Bach Dang River and then rapidly 

redeployed his forces to Chi Lang and then down to Tay Ket, In March 981, by 
means of a number of battles fought with lightning-like speed, Le Hoan swept the 
long aggressors from our country and won total victory. 

Winning victory over the aggressors in forward areas of the fatherland and in a 
short period of time: this was a correct, wise and bold strategic decision by 
Le Hoan, one based on a firm grasp of the enemy's situation and ours, 

The Tong expeditionary army, although large, was very disorganized because it was 
assembled from many different military regions in Ung Chau, Ninh Chau and Quang Chau. 
The Tong generals of this expeditionary army had different personal ambitions, 
interests and localities and were jealous of one another, so much so that they did 
not obey one another. This caused difficulties for them in the implementation of 
the plan for coordination, not only between the ground and naval forces, but also 
among the components of each force. According to the Tong historian "Hau Nhan Bao 
advanced his troops first, Toan Hung stopped at Hoa Bo for 70 days to wait for 
Trung but, despite constant urging from Nhan Bao, did not advance,"(*) 

By fully assessing the internal situation of the Tong generals and the abilities of 
our army and people, Le Hoan, using the treacherous terrain of Lang Son to block the 
advance of the ground forces, led his great army in defeating the naval force of the 
Tong first and then attacked the ground force of the House of Tong. 

The naval force of Luu Trung was defeated and forced to flee and the ground force 
of Hau Nhan Bao lost its foothold, thus, they were like a bird with one broken wing 
and the disruption of their plan for coordinated action made it impossible for them 
to withstand the punishing blows delivered by our great army. 

Thus, Le Hoan used the concerted forces of our army to attack the weaknesses of the 
enemy and annihilate each decentralized component of the Tong expeditionary army. 
By skillfully utilizing the terrain at Bach Dang and Chi Lang and using the guerrilla 
method of fighting in order to slip into places and stage ambushes, Le Hoan implemented 

the unique style of Vietnamese fighting that was later summarized by Nguyen Trai in 
the saying: “Using one-half the strength and achieving twice the results.” 

The land and naval forces of the Tong army at Chi Lang and Bach Dang were defeated 
and the secondary force of Kham To at Tay Ket, having heard the news of the defeat, 

fled. Although he became emperor, Le Hoan still personally led his troops into 
battle against the enemy, not only at Bach Dang and Chi Lang, but at Tay Ket as 
well. The historian Le Van Huu wrote: “Le Dai Hanh...captured Quan Bien and Phung 
Huan (two Tong generals) as easily as deceiving a child, as ordering a slave; in 
less than a few years after the border situation had become quiet, neither the House 
of Han nor the House of Duong fared better."(8) 

As regards the Tong court, the defeat of the Tong expeditionary army thwarted the 

grand plan of the Tong king to "conquer the South." A letter sent by the Tong king 

to the Dinh court in August 980 read in part: "Now, the continents and the seas 
are well and at peace, Giao Chau is still yours, far at the end of the earth, actually 
lying beyond the five borders like a place for an extra limb, a limb that has been 
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injured but whose injury is being ignored. Therefore, it is necessary to end your 

dark ignorance in order to become imbued with our civilized beliefs, will you?"(9) 

thus, the Tong king considered "Giao Chau" to be the only rock impeding the chariot 

of domination by the House of Tong from annexing primarily the neighboring countries 

considered by them to be "barbarian." They wanted to turn these countries into 
provinces of China in order to push further ahead in their ambition to "rule the 

world,” 

However, ironically for the "celestial court," the first war of aggression against 
Vietnam (981) pushed the House of Tong down a path of decline, 

The ambition of "conquering the South’ was thwarted but not extinguished. In late 
1076, the Tong army once again sent troops to invade our country. Tragically defeated 
on our Nhu Nguyet River defense line, they were forced to withdraw their troops. 
Subsequently, the House of Tong was seriously threatened by the countries of Lieu 
and Ha, invaded by the country of Kim and ultimately annihilated by the House of 
Nguyen. Having "sown the wind" in Vietnam, the House of Tong had to "reap the storn" 

in China, even within their own palace, 

The war of resistance against the Tong aggressor army in 981 is a glorious page in 
the history of our nation. Le Hoan, a national hero of Vietnam, was not only an 
eminent military scholar, but also an outstanding diplomat who applied a determined 
and flexible foreign policy in the diplomatic relations with the House of Tong. 

After winning victory, Le Hoan paid special attention to building the country and, 
under the Le Dynasty, our country's economy began to develop. Le Hoan was the first 
person to organize a planting ceremony to express the king's concern for 
agriculture. cunder the early Le Dynasty, many canals were dug and many rivers were 

dredged. 

Le Hoan made a tremendous contribution to our nation's work of defending and building 
the country. 

GOOT NOTES 

1. Dai Viet su ky toan thu, Social Sciences Publishing House, Hanoi, 1967, Volume I, 

pp 160-167. 

2, Ibid, 

3. Ibid, 

4, Ibid, 

5. ibid. 

6. Ibid. 

7. Ibid. 

49 



6, ibid, 

9. Loid, 
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RESEARCHING TRADITION: THE COMBAT TRADITIONS AND BXPERIENCES OF OUR NATION IN 
PROTECTING THE FATHERLAND 

anol TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIRW_7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 46-50 

[Article by Nguyen Luong Bich 7 

[vext/7 From the time of Tan Han, all of the powerful feudal dynasties of China 
committed aggression against Vietnam and succeeded one another in the scheme to 
place Vietnam on the map of China and use Vietnam as a springboard to attack and 
oceupy the other countries in Southeast Asia. Through the ages, from the time of 
the Trung Sisters, Mrs. Trieu, Ly Thuong Kiet, Tran Quoc Tuan and so forth to the 
time of Le Lol and Quang Trung, our nation constantly fought the enemy, sometimes 
(ighting wars to protect the fatherland and sometimes fighting wars to liberate 
the nation; generation after generation tirelessly continued the fight and sacrificed 
their flesh and blood for the raison d'etre of the nation, thereby thwarting every 
scheme of the Chinese feudalists. 

As a result of fighting wars to protect the fatherland for generations, our nation 
accumulated many valuable experiences and established the tradition of tenacious 
resistance against foreign aggression, thereby developing "good plans for defending 
the country"(Tran Quoc Tuan). These “good plans for defending the country” have 
teen the factors assuring victory by our nation in the wars fought in our history 

to protect the fatherland. 

The first plan is to expand the strength of the people ("increase the people's strength"), 

which Tran Quoc Tuan emphasized as the plan to “develop deep, strong roots."(1) 
"Expanding the strength of the people” means increasing the strength of the people 

in all arean: the economy, the national defense system, politics and culture so 
that the people are powerful and have the material and spiritual strength needed 

to bulld and defend the country. Since antiquity, our nation has combined the 
tullding of the country with defending the country: building the country so that 

they have the strength to defend the country and developing the economy in coordination 
with strengthening the national defense system in order to successfully defend the 

country. During the periods of Dinh, Le, Ly and Tran, the country was powerful, the 
standard of living of the people was high, the country was prosperous and the army 

wan strong; therefore, we twice won total victory over the Tong and three times 

won total victory over the Nguyen. At the start of the 15th Century, in the face 
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of tie seheme of aggression of the House of Minh, the Hlouse of Ho actively made 

preparations tor @ war of realstance, strengthened the national defense system, 
ucounulated many weapons and built an army numbering hundreds of thousands of men, 
one larger than tho enemy army; yet, they were still rapidly defeated because they 
did not know how to “expand the strength of the people," as 4 result of which the 
people were poverty stricken and disunited, 

The realities of our country's history have shown that it is extremely necessary 
to attach importance to the plan of “expanding the strength of the people," considering 
it to be the plan of foremost importance, the plan that makes the country prosperous 
and the ary strong and insures success in building and defending the country. 
Nguyen [ral, the great national hero of the 15th Century, once saidi 

"There is no other way to develop a strong army 
Than by serving the public interest,” 

That is, there is no plan to make the country prosperous and the army strong if 

it does not serve the interests of the people. The feelings held by Nguyen Trai 
for the country are the feelings held by our people in all ages. Therefore, expanding 
the strength of the people and improving their material and spiritual lives are 4 

decisive factor in winning victory in a war to protect the fatherland and, at the 
same time, are a factor that insures the survival and development of the nation. 

The second plan is for the entire country to join forces. The hero Tran Quoc [fuan 
called it the “pure force of the nation."(2) “The entire country joining forces" 
means that the entire country is united as one and joins together to build and 
defend the country. Early in their history, the Vietnamese developed the spirit 
of unity and, through the ages, this spirit became a very beautiful tradition: unity 
of the various strata of the people, unity of the various nationalities within the 
country, unity between the army and the people, unity between officers and men and 
unity among leaders. This tight and broad unity created for our nation a tremendous 
strength that aggressors, regardless of how aggressive and bellicose they might be, 
have been unable to conquer, 

"The eutime country joining forces" also means that the entire country shares the 

same feelings. Only by sharing the same feelings is it possible to join forces, only 
by achleving unanimity is it possible to achieve coordination. On this basis, our 

forefathers establisned a good system of "all the people serving as soldiers.” With 
the strength of the entire country joining forces, of the entire country sharing the 
same feelings, of all the people being armed, every enemy has been defeated. When 
talking about tne victories over the Tong army and the Nguyen army in wars to protect 

the fatherland during the dynasties of Le, Ly and Tran, Tran Quoc Tuan emphasized: 

“In the period of Dinh Le, using good and kind persons, the South became strong but 

the North was exhausted and weak, the South was united, the people were indivisible, 
defenses were built and, as a result, the Tong army was defeated... When the House 
of Ly vLegan, Ly Thuong Kiet was employed to attack Kham Chau and Liem Chau, reaching 
all the way to Mai Linh several times; he succeeded because he knew how to fight. 

At ‘toa Do and O Ma Nhi, they surrounded the enemy on all four sides because the king 
ind ti\ls subjects shared the same feelings, because they were in harmony, because 

tue entire country joined forces; enemy prisoners were captured and destiny was 

ulfilled."( 5) 



in the war So protect the fatherland against the Minh aggressor army at the start of 
Lne loti Century, the House of jlo only conoerned itself with recruiting large numbers 
o! troops, not with motivating and organising the forces of all the people to fight 
Lie enemy, therefore, only the army participated in the war, not the people, Ar 

Nguyen Trail observed, there were "100,000 troops” with "100,000 different feelings,” 
conpequently, defeat for the liouse of Ho was inevitable. 

vhe experience of the victories and defeats in the various ages proves: every age 
that gave light attention to the plan of "the entire country joining forces” and 
Which only concerned iteelf with increasing the number of troops ani weapons did 
not have the strength to fight enemy aggressors. In the war to liberate the nation, 
Although the conditions did not exist at the very outset for implementing the plan 
of “the entire country joins forces" as they did in wars to protect the fatherland, 
on the momentum of development and the constantly increasing scope of this war, the 
war of liberation assumed more and gore of the characteristics of a war to protect 
the fatherland and, when the war of national liberation implemented the plans of 
“expanding the strength of the people” and “the entire country joins forces,” it 
rapidly ended in victory. 

The third plan is to motivate all the people to be ready to sacrifice their lives 
for the country. The heroic character of a nation is embodied in the willingness of 
every citizen to die for the country when the country is in peril. When there is 
no heroic spirit, when there is no willingness to fight the enemy, when there is 
fear of the enemy and cowardice in the fight against the enemy, an army of hundreds 

of thousands of men is useless. At a very early date, the Vietnamese people were 
very deeply conscious of their national independence, were close to their compatriots 
and families, close to their birthplace and country and were filled with love for 

one another in the feeling “crepe covers the vanity.” This deep awareness and these 
strong feelings inspired our people to fight with determination, to bravely sacrifice 
their lives for the interests of the fatherland, for the survival of the nation. 

Therefore, ever since enemies first invaded our country, our people have tenaciously 
fought them, have been determined to fight and win; our people have fought every 
ageressor, regardless of how large, powerful, aggressive or cruel they might have been, 

Young men and young women, the elderly and children have stood beside one another 

fighting the enemy; everyone has shared the same spirit of willingness to sacrifice 
their lives for the country and determination to fight until not the shadow of one 
enemy remains in our country. 

rhe spirit of being willing to sacrifice one's life for the country is a factor 
determining tne victory of every war against aggression. The oath taken by the 
Trung sisters and Mrs. irleu to save the country; the oath taken by Le Loi and 

wguyen Trai to be unylelding against the enemy; the urgent words spoken by the 
elderly general Ly Thuong Kiet who, at 65 years of age, asked to go fight the enemy; 
the words "kill the barbarians” which the people during the Tran Dynasty tattooed 
on their bodies and so forth were brilliant manifestations of our forefathers’ spirit 

of sacrificing one's life for the country. This spirit has always been cultivated 
ia many ways. Le Thuong Kiet’s poem “Nam quoc son ha” which he read in the middle 
of «a battle on the frontline, Tran Quoc Tuan’s poem “Hich tuong si" which he delivered 
to his troops, the Binh Than and Dien Hong conferences held by the Tran Kings and so 
forth strongly bolstered the spirit of the army and the people of sacrificing their 
lives for the country. 
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(he fourth plan le to Know the characteristics of other persons, know oneself and 

display high vigilance. Despite the fact that their means of communioations and 

Liaison were Limited and many diffieulties were encountered in intelligence and 
recunmalosance activities, our forefathers still managed to fully assess the 
enumy Gituation before war broke out. They not only knew the forces, level of 
development, Capabliities, strengths and weaknesses of the enemy, but also knew how 
the enemy was preparing for war, how they would attack, what kind of persons the 
enemy generale were and what the weaknesses of each enemy general were, When Nam 
lan planned to invade our country, Ngo Quyen knew, before they attacked, that the 
enemy Could only attack by sea in order to enter the Bach Dang River and knew that 
the enemy general “Hoang Thao was @ silly child,"(4) With this knowledge of the 
enemy, N@o quyen deployed his forces on the basis of the characteristics of the 

mouth of the Bach Dang River and, in the Bach Dang battle alone, Ngo Quyen routed 
the enemy army and brought the war to a quick conclusion. Only by knowing the 
oharacteristios of others, knowing oneself, knowing the enemy ani knowing ourselves 
is it possible to adopt correct guidelines for our actions, possible to establish 
suitable strategy and tactics in order to win victory over the enemy. 

Keeping onenelf concealed, protecting secrets, guarding against spies and displayin: 

high vigilance are very important. Because we have a large enemy next to us, an 
enemy who is constantly spying on us and always eager to invade and annex our 
country, our people have an even deeper understanding of this requirement, 
comequently, foreign enemies have rarely had an accurate assessment of us. Whenever 
and wherever the enemy attacks, they are malicious, cunning and sneaky, they generally 
employ many schemes designed to deceive us politically and diplomatically in a vain 
attempt to rapidly and easily attack and occupy our country. if we are not vigilant, 
we can very easily lose our country to them. The loss of the country to An Duom 
Vuong of the House of fhuc in the 3rd Century B.C. was a bloody lesson. Asa result 

of the An Duong Vuong incident, our forefathers in subsequent generations were very 
vigilant and did not allow foreign aggressors to deceive us ever again. Our fore- 
fathers were not only vigilant before a war occurred and while it was in progress, 
but were alco vigilant after a war had been brought to a victorious conclusion. One 
half century after Ly Thuong Kiet had defeated the Tong, King Ly Nhan Ton advised 
vefore his death: “We should repair our weapons, be vigilant and not violate our 
orders."(5) In this spirit of vigilance, our nation has, over the past 1,000 years 
and more, thwarted every insidious scheme of enemy aggressors. 

The fifth plan is to fight the enemy with military forces in coordination with fighting 

the enemy politically and diplomatically. This is an objective requirement of a war 
against aggression, especially a war of our people to protect the fatherland. In all 
of the wars that they fought to protect the fatherland, our forefathers achieved 
thi:, coordination well: they fought the enemy with military forces and fought the 

enemy diplomatically and politically. Frequently, we have had to fight the eneny 
diplomatically before fighting them militarily. 

Militarily, the fact that the two countries of Vietnam and China are neighbors and 

share a rather long border creates advantages for the side launching the attack and 

created initial difficulties for the side on the defensive. The attacking side can 
cross the border easily and deeply penetrate the territory of the opposition. Under 
the conditions that existed in ancient times, the defending side had very little 
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abliity to stop an attack and rout an offensive by the opposition at the border, 
This was because it was impossible, at that time, to deploy hundreds of thousands of 

main force troops along the border, local forces were unable to resist attacks from 
the outeide and the forces of the Laperial court could not be deployed rapidly 

lo rescue them, However, we still had miraculous strategies for winning victory over 

the enemy. When we first went to war, we usually employed the strategies of 
"using few forces to fight many,” “using weakness to fight strength,” "using guerrilla 
forces to triumph over regular forces" and driving the enemy into the lowlands in 
omer to annihilate them. However, regardless of the method of fighting employed 
vy the enemy, it was of basic importance that we maintain an offensive position, 
Liul we fight the enemy from a position of strength and that we eventually concentrate 
our forces and use strengths to fight weaknesses in order to win total victory and 
bring the war to a conclusion. If we did not take the offensive, if we merely 
remained on the defensive and tried to remain within the cities in order to fight 
the enemy, we would have surely suffered defeat and not defended the country. This 
was the case in the war of resistance waged by the House of Ho. 

In addition to the basic plans mentioned above, there was one very important factor 
encompassing each of these plans, namely, the role played by the guidance of war, 
In wars to protect the fatherland, it was not one leader, but the state that guided 
the war. The state was a leadership collective headed by the king, high ranking 
officials and high ranking generals who guided the state and guided warfare. In 
the histery of our country, when the leading forces were united and in agreement, 
wholeheartedly served the country, displayed heroism, were determined to fight the 
enemy, knew how to implement plans for defending the country and knew how to establish 
a corps of talented generals who were both scholars and soldiers, were resourceful 
and courageous, the guidance of a war to protect the fatherland was surely successful. 
To the contrary, when the enemy invaded us but the leaders of the state were afraid, 
were not united or in agreement, did not dare to fight the enemy and adopted an 

attitude of surrendering to the enemy, the country was lost to the enemy regardless 
of how large our army was or how strong our generals were. Therefore, the role played 
by the state in guiding a war to protect the fatherland is extremely important. 
if the state is weak, if it makes mistakes in its guidance of a war, the effort of 
the people to defend and build the country will fail. 

Applying the “good plans for defending the country" found in our nation's tradition 
of reuistance against aggression to modern day circumstances, our people, under the 
leadership of the party, have won victory over many large aggressors, including the 
Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, and will win victory over any aggressor who 
dare:, to touch the beloved Vietnamese fatherland. 

FOOTNOTES 
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THB DIALECTIC OF TRADITION 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 50-54 

{article by Professor Ha Van Tan 7 

[Text_] Tradition is a very broad term. However, what is national traditions 
what are the contents, structure and parameters of national tradition? These are 
also very broad matters. One universal concept limits national tradition to the 
disposition, qualities, psychology, capabilities and styles of activity of a national 

community or, more correctly stated, of the majority of the members of a national 

community as they have formed through history. 

One can also include in tradition what is incorrectly behavior(1), that is, social 
behavior or cultural behavior. Such bourgeois scholors 48 Melville Herskovits(2) 
and Ralph Linton(3) maintain that culture consists entirely of behavior or consists 
only of behavior. Other scholars, such as Radcliffe Brown(4) and Lowie(5) consider 
culture and tradition to be synonymous. I do not agree with these viewpoints; 
however, one can consider behavior to be an important part of tradition. In actuality, 
social behavior can only be formed within an environment, within a specific set 
of clroumstances and over a period of time, that is, in history. Some persons have 
used the term traditional behavior; however, if behavior is viewed as collective 

in nature and as a standard, it is, as something communal, the above mentioned 
term is superfluous. 

These ffw aspects alone are enough to show us that national tradition is formed under 

specific natural, social and historic conditions and handed down from one generation 

to the next. 

National tradition is the tradition of the national community. National tradition is 
communal in nature and bears a class imprint. When researching national tradition, 
we cannot fail to give attention to the relationship between these two characteristics. 
The outstanding qualities that are considered to be the essence of the nation generally 
have their origins among the laboring masses, the oppressed classes. However, on 
the basis of the historical point of view, we know that during their period of 

ascendency, when their interests were still consistent with the interest of the national 

community, the ruling classes participated in the creation of the outstanding 
traditions of the nation in addition to the working people. For example, there was 



the spirit of patriotism of the aristocracy during the Ly and Tran Dynasties in 

the wars to defend the country in the lith and 13th Centuries. Conversely, bad 

habits, generally considered to be the habits of the ruling class, have influenced 

the working people to varying degrees. 

Bven within the oppressed strata, we do not only find beautiful qualities, rather, 

because of the limitations of history, of the age, we also find bad habits, bad 

patterns of behavior and negative attitudes. In many cases, these characteristics 

are also handed down through many generations and become tradition, 

As @ result, when talking about tradition, attention aust be paid to the fact that 

there are good traditions and bad traditions. 

President Ho Chi Minh wrote very clear) bout this point: “Backward habits and 
traditions are also a major enemy that cetly impedes the progress of the 
revolution. We cannot suppress them, rather, we must transform them in a very 

cautious, very patient and very long-range manner,"(6) 

Backward tradition is bad tradition: it is "a major enemy." However, when the 
persons who adhere to these traditions are not an enemy, but working people, we cannot 
suppress them, but must transform them ina careful and long-range manner. 

Bad traditions and good traditions are the two opposing elements within national 

tradition; both are formed in the communal history of the nation on the basis of 
specific natural and social conditions and both are affected by the communal and 

the class nature of the nation. 

The nation of Vietnam, through the process of struggling against nature and the 

process of social struggle, has created for itself valuable traditions. Above 

everything else, there is the tradition of ardent patriotism. "Since antiquity, 
whenever the fatherland has been invaded, this spirit has become intense, has 

taken the form of an extremely strong and large wave, has swept across every peril 
and difficulty and has drowned all traitors and country-robbers."(7) There is the 
tradition of unity, love and mutual help, the tradition of “crepe covers the vanity." 

There is the spirit of diligent, steadfast labor, the tradition of "one sun, two 
frosts," of “turning a bowl of sweat into a bowl of rice.” There is the love of 
peace, the importance attached to ethics, the tradition of "using charity and justice 
to triumph over brutality and replacing barbarity with love of mankind.” The 
knowledge that our forefathers had concerning a war to defend the country, productive 
labor, the principles of man, the natural environment of Vietnam, medical science, 

geography and so forth have been handed down and developed upon by generation after 
generation. History has given us a storehouse of fine, rich traditions in many 
areas and we can be very proid of the fact that we have inherited and developed 
upon them under the new conditions that exist. However, history has also given us 
traditions that have caused serious harn, 

The economy of our nation has always been an economy based on agriculture. The 
masses of the nation (in the terminology of Marx: die Masse der Nation) are primarily 
farmers. The level of production of agriculture is low and agricultural production 
is decentralized. The small farmer style of production encompasses everything. 
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The commodity economy is underdeveloped, This situation cannot help but affect 

man's view of the world, his view of life, the way he deals with others and his 
status as a member of society or as the main element of society, of the nation. 

Allow me to cite a few examples: 

In history, the Vietnamese village culture embodied the rudiments of the nation and 

the national culture, However, behind the bamboo fences of villages, we also found 
negative factors that impeded the progress of society. Vietnamese rural democracy 
during the feudal period was a positive value compared to many other countries in 
the East); however, it also embodied many negative factors and was a "communal 
house democracy" controlled by a strict class structure. Some persons maintain 
that the village in V9 «am has always been closely linked to the country and is 
not, as Marx described the communes of India, a “separate kingdoms." However, 
there is also the saying “the laws of the king are subordinate to the laws of the 
village." The principle "the laws of the king are subordinate to the laws of the 
village” has played a positive role in history. This role was positive because it 

preserved the community and caused the village to become the nucleus of the strength 

of resistance against the feudal state, to be the bulwark of resistance against 
foreign aggression from the North, against assimilation by China and in defense of 
the national spirit; together with the virtues "if a son is better than his father, 
the family has good fortune" and "a husband and wife who bail together can empty the 
sea," it expressed the reaction by the laboring people to "the three social bonds" 
of the Confucian scholars of Chinese feudalism. However, it also played a negative 
role by causing each village to become a closed, isolated entity and causing the 
"laws of the village” to become another yoke around the necks of the peasants, 

in addition to the "laws of the king." 

Today, in socialist construction, the small community attitude that "the laws of 

the king are subordinate to the laws of the village," which originated in small 
villages whose vision was restricted by the bamboo fences that surrounded them, is 
playing an even more negative role. The narrow, “small farmer" attitude, which 
developed on the basis of the ownership or occupation of small pieces of cropland 
and small-scale, decentralized production down through history, is impeding our 

progress. One of its origins is the loss of the private ownership of cropland; 

however, various forms of small-scale production still persist and, as a result, 

a basis still exists for the development of this attitude. 

Some persons consider traditional Vietnamese culture to be an open culture, 

Actually, there is no culture of any nation that has not, in the long course of 

history, incorporated some influences from the outside. Such incorporation is a 

need if a culture is to survive. However, considering openness to be a special 

characteristic of Vietnamese culture in order to compare it with other cultures is 

an observation lacking in objectivity. As regards the nation of Vietnam, the need 

to fight foreign aggression throughout its history in order to survive eliminated 

some of the isolation between one small community and the next but also increased the 
lack of openness to the outside. In the past, it was a natural reaction to draw back 

in order to defend oneself. Objectively speaking, this reaction had both positive 

and negative aspects to it. However, today, in the new age, we all realize that 



{solation is no longer suitable, To protect our national independence as well as 

develop the national culture and build socialism, the expanded relationships within 

the international community, especially within the socialist community, must be 
utrengthened, Thus, it 1s also necessary to overcome the behavior of "withdrawing 
within oneself" which formed in the course of history and, in the final analysis, 

is a result of the influence of the “native village" attitude. 

The above are a few examples designed to emphasize that, in the process of the 

development of nations, both good and bad traditions are formed and patterns of 
communal behavior develop that embody both positive and negative factors, factors 
that are positive at one point in time but negative at another or factors that were 

once positive but have today become negative. 

This is the dialectic of tradition. The dialectic of tradition is also evident in 
the special characteristics of tradition itself. One basic characteristic of 
tradition is stability and permanence, Tradition is something that forms in history 
and is handed down from one generation to the next. Without stability, without 
permanence, something cannot be considered tradition. A tradition is formed under 
particular socio-historic conditions; however, a tradition can sometimes be carried 
on when these conditions no longer exist. This holds true for good traditions as 
well as bad traditions. For example, the attitude of the small farmer persists for 
a long time after large-scale production has been established. At that time, tradition 
has a life of its own. It is a manifestation of the permanence of tradition. 

However, this permanence is only relative. This means that traditions can decline 
and disappear. Traditions usually disappear when the conditions that gave birth to 

or supported them can no longer be maintained. Due to the permanence or the 
"Inertia" of tradition, traditions can live longer than these conditions but they 
cannot live forever. It is at that time that a break in tradition occurs. Therefore, 

instead of allowing this break to occur, we must inherit and develop upon good 
traditions, On the other hand, under the new conditions of society, new traditions 
are being born. This birth is not rapid but, over time, these traditions become 

fixed, become permanent, (that is, become relatively permanent). 

The permanence of tradition is relative, is changing, the speed of which depends 

upon the time; however, this absolute is a characteristic of tradition, one that we 
must recognize in order to develop upon good traditions and transform bad traditions. 

To develop upon good traditions, it is not enough to merely issue appeals, perfom 

propaganda work and conduct educational activities, rather, it is necessary to 

create the social conditions for supporting these traditions. With regard to bad 

traditions, we must examine the social conditions that have supported them to 

determine whether or not they still exist. The only basic step that can be taken 

is to transform these conditions. 

Although traditions belong to the national community, the persons who practice 

traditions are individuals, groups or large or small collectives within the national 

community. if a tradition is manifested in an irregular manner among individuals, 



groups or collectives, it will be developed upon or decline in an irregular manner, 

This 1s because the conditions supporting the existence of individuals, groups or 
collectives within the comminity are not always the same, Attention must be given 

to the social conditions of the individuals, groups or collectives within the 
community in order to be able to develop upon fine traditions or nurture the rudiments 

of new, fine traditions. We must be vigilant against partial breaks in tradition 
and must prevent this phenomenon from becoming a total break in tradition. For 
example, diligent labor is a fine tradition of our people; however, if the organization 
within a collective is not good, this tradition will gredually erode, laziness and 
the lack of discipline in production will emerge and they will gradually become a 
habit; when production conditions have been reorganized, this habit can still have 
an impact for some time because it has begun to become permanent and is relatively 

independent in nature. 

However, when we say that the ability of tradition to change is absolute, we do not 
mean that the only change that tradition can take is to decline. When we say that 

a fine tradition of the nation has been maintained until the present day, this 
preservation of tradition encompasses change. However, this change is change in 

the direction of enriching the contents of tradition under the new conditions of 
history and society. For example, today, the tradition of patriotism continues to 
be developed; however, it is closely linked to love of socialism and the proletacian 
international spirit. This is not only an external closeness, but also truly 

represents a change in the content of patriotism, one that has caused it to go beyond 

the bounds of old-style patriotism. Developing upon the fine traditions of the 
nation will enrich them in the new age and bring their strength to bear in supporting 

the revolution. 

As regards bad traditions, which must be called what they are, namely, traditions, we 

must also realize their strength as traditions; at the same time, however, we believe 
that we can transform them, even though this will be "long-range" work requiring 
“patience” and “caution” as taught by President Ho Chi Minh. 
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THE PATH TO INEVI. 4: .£ VICTORY IN AFRICAs NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE CLOSELY LINKED [0 

SOC TALISM 

Hanoi TAP CHI CONU SAN { COMMUNIST REV IEW_/ in Vietnamese No 3, Mar 81 pp 58-64 

[ Article by Van Hien_/ 

[text_7 More than one-half century ago, President Ho Chi Minh, while searching 
for the path of national salvation, had an opportunity to visit Africa and witness 
firsthand the suffering and shame of his brothers on that continent under the yoke 

of colonialism and imperialism. Having progressed from patriotism to socialism, he 

clearly saw that a proletarian revolution was necessary in order to achieve national 
liberation. Tloday, national independence closely linked to socialism has become the 
truth of our times. This is the path that led the Vietnamese to glorious victory. 

It is also the path that has been chosen by many African countries. 

Africa, a large continent measuring 30 million square kilometers, constitutes one- 
fourth the land mass of the world and is nearly 100 times larger than our country; 
its population equals 10 percent of the world's population. Africa, which is rich 
in natural resources, has 98 percent of the diamonds and platinum, 95 percent of 
the chrome, 78 percent of the vanadium, 67 percent of the gold, 33 percent of the 
cobalt, 20-22 percent of the uranium, 16 percent of the copper and 10 percent of 
the petroluem reserves of the world. As regards agricultural products, Africa 
produces 80 percent of the world's perfume, 60 percent of its cocoa, 4 percent of 
its dates, 22 percent of its peanuts and so forth. 

Che African continent consists of many nations with different cultures and traditions 
and many different economic forms; as many as 50 countries live under different 
socio-political conditions. Over the past several centuries, all the nations of 

Africa experienced aggression, occupation, partition, domination and cruel 

exploitation by imperialism and colonialism. For this reason, the tradition of 
struggling against the domination by colonialists to win independence and freedom 
is shared by all the countries on this continent. In the space of only 20 years, 
50 of the 58 African countries won political independence to one degree or another; 

they constitute one-third of the members of the United Nations and one-half the 

members of the non-aligned countries. However, political independence is only the 

veginning. fo achieve true independence, the countries of Africa must also sever 
their economic ties with the monopolistic corporations of the western countries that 
are continuing to bind them. Lenin pointed out the ability of countries that have a 

62 



backward economy to advance to socialism without experiencing the stage of 

capitalist development. At present, more than 10 of the countries in Africa, after 

Winning political independence, have declared that they have selected the socialist 

path of development, 

Kecently, a delegation from our party and government led by Vo Nguyen Giap, member 

of the Political Bureau and vice premier, visited the People's Democratic Republic 

of Yemen and eight other African countries (1), which measure about 7 million square 
kilometers, one-fourth the continent of Africa, and have a population of 85 million, 
one-tifth the population of this continent. Of these countries, five were once 

colonies of France, two were colonies of Portugal and one was a colony of Italy 

(for a short period). The paths followed by these countries to independence and 
{reedom have also been different: some countries experienced long armed struggles 
and some, after being granted their independence by the colonialists, experienced 
many upheavals in order to eradicate reactionary elements that were lackeys of the 
imperialists and put true and progressive patriots into power. In this process 
of struggle, a united bloc, an alliance of workers, farmers, patriotic and progressive 

soldiers, youths, intellectuals and so forth were formed. In many countries, new 
style political parties have emerged with platforms based on scientific socialism, 
on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, These countries are Angola, where "the 
strategic objective of the MPLA, the labor party, is to build a socialist society 
after passing through the transitional stage of the people's democracy..."( proceedings 

of the MPLA-Labor Party Congress held from 4 to 10 December 1977); Benin, where the 
People's Revolutionary Party "is the vanguard party of the socialist revolution” and 
advocates "building a people's democratic society and eventually building a socialist 
seciety in accordance with the principles of Marxism-Leninism"(the Statutes of the 
Jenin People's Revolutionary Party); Mozambique, where the FRELIMO Party has 
declared; "The party is armed with revolutionary theory,” with "Marxism-Leninism," 

with “scientific socialism" and "the party will always apply the universal 
principles of Marxism-Leninism to the specific circumstances of the development of 

the class struggle" in Mozambique(Samora Moises: report at the 3rd Congress of 
“RELIMO, February 1977). These countries also include the Congo, where the labor 
party has declared its adherence to Marxism-Leninism (the Statutes of the Labor 
Party of the Congo) and Madagascar, which has officially adopted the Malgache 
socialist revolutionary platforn. 

ln recent years, the countries in Africa that are following the socialist path have 

recorded noteworthy achievements. In many countries, large or medium size 

industrial plants left behind by the old regimes have been nationalized. Within 

wriculture, many reforms have been instituted for the purpose of limiting the 

ownership of cropland by feudalists and both cooperatives and state farms have been 
established, In the social field, concern is being shown for the living conditions 

of manual workers and the laboring people; many advances have been made in the public 

health, education and housing sectors, many hospitals have been constructed, illiteracy 

has been wiped out and the distribution of housing and land for the construction of 
housing to the laboring people is more equitable. In political life, attention has 

veen given to establishing agencies elected by the people; the various strata of 

manual workers, farmers and intellectuals are participating more and more in the 

work of the state, 
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In forelen affalrs, these countries are pursuing 4 policy of non-allgnment and are 

anti-imperialiast, anti-colonialist, both old and new, anti-raciam, anti-apartheid 
and anti-eloniam, With the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, they 

have relations of unity, friendship and cooperation, 

‘hus, compared to the countries that have fallen within the o:o of neo-colonialisn, 

the path that lies before these countries is stable and beautiful. However, the 

diffieulties they still face are very numerous and very large. he key, urgent 
juertion Ler how can @ thorough people's national democratic revolution be carried 
out on the basis of a backward economy, underdeveloped production forces, a weak 
definition of classes, remnants of the colonial system and even remnants of the feudal 
aystem with Lte very complex mixture of tribes and religions and build the material- 
technical bases of socialism without experiencing the capitalist stage of development? 
Throuch meetings and conferences, we have found that our friends there are concerned 
with a number of extremely important matters related to the strategy and tactics 

employed to carry out the task of building their countries in accordance with the 
pati of socialism and protecting their countries. These include building and 
otrenethening the vanguard party on the basis of Marxism-Leninism, building the 
people's army and protecting the country; building a revolutionary government that is 
for the people, that serves the people; formulating economic construction plans, 
resolving the difficulties in economic management and fighting corruption and 

bureaucracy; and training a corps of cadres. 

fhe majority of these countries are still isolated and under heavy pressure ‘rom the 
imperialist powers and domestic and foreign reactionaries. These powers want to 
prevent the influence of the revolution from spreading to positions they still 
occupy. Each hour of each day, the colonialists and racists in South Africa are 
waging an undeclared war deep within the country of Angola. In socialist Ethiopia, 
there is still the threat of intervention in the Ogaden and Eritrea by neighboring 
countries. In Benin, the colonialiste sent mercenaries to attack the capital Cotonou 

in early 1977 in @ vain attempt to annihilate the leadership of Benin and re 
@ctablish their rule, 

‘ne impertalists, led by the U.S. imperialists, are making every effort to implement 
their neo-colonialist strategy in Africa. Their objective is to continue to reap 
huge profits on this continent. The United States increased its direct investments 

in, Africa from 370 million dollars in 1957 to 2.397 billion dollars in 1975. Africa 

supplies the United States with 72 percent of its cobalt, 51 percent of its manganese, 

4) percent of its antimony and 14 perceni of its copper. The United States also 

import: from Africa diamonds, columbite, palm oll, long cotton fibers, etc. fhe 

protits earned by the United States are much larger than U.S. investments in Africa. 

ne Lnited States does use a portion of these profits to reinvest in this continent. 

’ method of operation of the United States is designed to encourage the formation 

of a vourgeoisie and middle class in the countries of Africa who are closely linked 

tO L.o. business sectors. 

anern tne colonialists were forced to withdraw from a number of countries in Africa, 
wney Look with them much machinery and withdrew their technical specialists, thereby 

pool, major difficulties to the newly independent countries. At present, some 



countries are still rather heavily dependent upon the western countries economically, 

selentifieally and technologically, 

On the other hand, the beijing reactionaries are making every effort to collaborate 

with the impertalists in order to influence the domestic and foreign policies of the 

African countries, Hiding behind the label of “revolution,” they have sent money, 

specialists and aid to a number of African countries even though their reactionary 

face has been exposed through the “cultural revolution," through the "three worlds 

theory,” through their support and assistance of the UNITA clique against the people of 

Angola and through their war of aggression against Vietnam. They have deceived 

and looked for ways to bribe the cadres of a number of sectors, especially sectors 
that they are able to help. Therefore, in addition to persons with actual experience 

who clearly see the betrayal by the Beijing expansionists and hegemonists and 
recognise the threat they pose, there are also persons who are vague about the 
true nature, 

At a time when the countries of Africa must resolve the theoretical and practical 

problems raised by their revolution in the course of its development, the revisionists 

and Lourgeols theorists are loudly propagandizing about new theories of development 
and the third path of development in a vain attempt to separate these countries from 

Marxism-Leninism and the path of development toward socialism. However, in the 
present age, with the strength of the three revolutionary currents and the 
irreversible decline of the imperialists and reactionaries, the progressive countries 

in Africa that have selected the socialist path will surely achieve fine success. 
Of course, the path that lies before them is a winding, twisting path; however, 
our age ics the age of transition from capitalism to socialism, an age in which 
the socialist system is playing the role of the decisive factor in the development 

of the society of man. For this reason, the ability of the progressive African 

countries to achieve socialism is constantly increasing. The fervent aspiration of 
the people of these countries is for national independence, comfort, happiness and 
peace so that they can build prosperous countries. As the leaders of these countries 

become more determined and mature, the peoples of these countries will, with the 

tremendous assistance of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, of the 

proletariat in the countries that have won victory, surely successfully build 
socialism and protect their countries. To date, the Soviet Union and the other 

socialist countries have helped to build 1,200 economic units, sent many specialists 
and trained many cadres to help these countries. During the past several years, 

tne volume of economic trade between the Soviet Union and the other socialist 

sountries and the countries of Africa has increased seven-fold. Much machinery and 

equipment and many means of transportation have been sent to Africa to help these 

‘ountries develop their industry, improve their agricultural production and develop 
their natural resources, thereby helping to gradually eliminate their economically 
underdeveloped state. In particular, the Republic of Cuba has not even spared the 

shed of blood in making direct contributions to the liberation and construction of 

the countries in Africa. 

Against this background, the visit to the countries of Africa by our delegation in 

late 1960 confirmed the unity and support of our people with and for the struggle of 

the peoples of the countries of Africa, strengthened every aspect of the relations 
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between tue SRV and these countries and contributed to the common struggle of the 

people o! the world for peace and friendship among nations, in each country, we 
stated the desire and determination of the Vietnam Communist Party and the government 
of the SRV to develop the good relations between our country and these friendly 

countries in accordance with the following principles: 

-<Constantly strengthening our militant solidarity and mutual support and assistance 
in the work of building and protecting the country for the sake of the interests of 
the people of each country, for the sake of peace, national independence, democracy 

and social progress throughout the world; 

-=Veveloping bilateral cooperation in the economic, cultural, scientific and 
technical fields and in the exchange of specialists and experiences in fields in 
which each party is capable and developing these relations on the basis of respecting 
independence and sovereignty and in the spirit of fraternal cooperation and the 
proletarian international spirit, 

--Working together to support and help the peoples of Namibia, South Africa and 
West Sahara, the Palestinians and all peoples struggling for the right of selt- 
determination and independence; abolishing every form of rule by imperialisn, 
colonialism, both old and new, racism, zionism and apartheid; strengthening the 
unity and relations between the peoples of the countries of Indochina, Southeast 
Asia and the other countries and the peoples of the countries of Africa; 

--Strengthening the coordination with one another in the common struggle of all 
countries in the non-aligned movement with a view toward gaining control of the 
natural resources of each country and establishing a new, fair and equitable 
international economic order; 

--Coordinating in the struggle for international peace and detente, achieving 

military disarmament, solving international disputes through negotiations, opposing 
the lmperialists and the expansionists andhegemonists, who are intensifying the arms 

race, strengthening their military alliances, creating a tense international 
situation and threatening the peace and security of nations. 

(his correct policy has been warmly welcomed. The leaders of the various countries 

have made heartfelt statements about Vietnam, statements that reflect the deep 

ieeling of the people of Africa for the heroic struggle of our people, for the great 

President Ho Chi Minh and for our glorious Vietnam Communist Party. 

ine trust that our African friends have in us is absolute. Exchanges filled with 

mutual trust took place between Vo Nguyen Giap and the leadership of the countries 

mentioned above; the strategic and tactical issues of each country were discussed, 

important international issues were discussed and agreed upon and the experiences 
of the people of each country in construction and combat were exchanged. One leader 

emphasized: “We have complete trust in you and rely upon you for advice.” 

vur Airican friends respect and trust us because the Vietnamese have fought, died 
and defeated every enemy aggressor and are making every effort to build socialism 

ind protect their country, because our party has more than one-half century of 
expecience in struggle under the two banners of national independence and socialism 
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and has led our people to victory after victory, because we were led by the revered 

President Ho Chi Minh, whose great undertaking shall live forever in the history of 

the revolutionary struggle of the Vietnamese and the other oppressed peoples of the 
world, 

Vietnam has completed the people's national democratic revolution and is advancing 
from a backward economy to socialism without experiencing the capitalist stage of 
development, Although our specific conditions differ, there are very close 
similarities between ourselves and our friends: we share the same ideal, have the 

same principal tasks and face many difficulties; in the years ahead, both we and 
our friends must resolve many similar problems. However, compared to them, we have 

fewer difficulties and more advantages. 

Our friends admire us, are grateful to us, trust us and rely upon Vietnam as a firm 
base, in the several decades of our victorious struggle to liberate the nation 
and complete the democratic national revolution throughout the country, we gained 

some valuable experience in party building, in correct strategy and tactics, in 
building the United National Front, in building the armed forces and winning victory 
over enemy aggressors, in building the proletarian government, in restoring and 
developing the economy and the culture. Whereas in past years we made a glorious 
contribution to the cause of liberation of the African nations and other nations 
by means of the victory of our struggle for independence and freedom, today, by 

making every effort to successfully build socialism in our country, we shall again 
make a noteworthy contribution to the construction of the countries of these peoples 
on the path to socialism. This is a great undertaking, one which Vietnam, together 
with the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist countries, will have the 
honor of helping to bring to total victory. This will be a firm base for cooperation 
in many fields between Vietnam and the friendly countries of Africa. In the immediate 

future, although we do not have many materials to trade with them, the sharing of 

the experiences of each side will be very useful and will help to tighten the 

existing unity and friendship between our country and these countries. facts have 

proven that the Vietnamese specialists sent to Africa to help our friends in the 

fields of public health, education and several areas of agriculture, such as water 

conservancy, wet rice cultivation and so forth are considered to be very good by 

our friends, who now wish to strengthen these ties; we are also ready to broaden our 

relationships in other fields, where possible. As for ourselves, we must redouble 

our efforts to learn the strengths, the good points and the beautiful aspects of 
the African countries that have tropical climatic and land conditions similar to ours, 

have leading sectors in agriculture or industry that are more developed than ours, 
cuch as the production of industrial crops (coffee, cocoa, Anacardium occidentale, 

palm oll and so forth) or the technology of petroleum exploration and development. 

he recent visit to Africa and the Middle East by the delegation from our party and 

government was designed to help implement the foreign policy of the Vietnam Communist 

Party as set forth in the resolution of the 4th Congress: totally supporting the 
struggle of the peoples of the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America against 
imperialism, colonialism, both old and new, and racism for national independence, 
democracy and social progress; strengthening the unity, friendship, cooperation and 
mutual nelp in every field between our country and the developing countries; making 
positive contributions to the struggle of the non-aligned movement against the 
policy of aggression and monopoly of the imperialists in order to protect their 
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independence and freedom, regain perpetual control of their natural resources and 

outablish a new international economic order based on respect for national sovereignty. 

The tine suceess of thie vieit confirmed that Vietnam has very many close friends 
in Africa, Many countries in Africa and the Middle East, together with a number of 
other progressive countries in Asia and Latin America, are helping to strengthen and 
broaden the world socialist system, thereby making a positive contribution to changing 
the comparison of forces between the forces of socialism, national independence, 
democracy and peace and the forces of imperialism and reactionaries of all types. 
we have found close allies in these countries, The above mentioned diplomatic 
victory is, at the same time, a defeat for the policy of the imperialists and 
international reactionaries of trying to isolate and divide Vietnam from the other 
countries of the world. However, as our African friends said: “a luta continua! 

Vin-ceremos!"~--the struggle continues! We shall surely be victorious. 

JjJtatements Filled with Admiration by Our Brothers 

"It is a great honor for us to stand in the same fighting trench as the people of 
Vietnam,” 

Ali Nasir Muhammad, first secretary o! the 
Socialist Party, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and premier of ‘he People's 
Republic of Yemen (Aden, 11 November 1980) 

"To the people of Madagascar and our friends, Vietnam is sacred," 

Didier Ratsiraka, head of government of 
the Democratic Republic of Madagascar 
(Tananarive, 14 November 1980) 

"Your struggle has inspired the nations of the world.” 

Samora Moises, president of the People's 
Republic of Mozambique and chairman of FRELIMA 
(Mapulo, 15 November 1980) 

“the struggle filled with sacrifices of the Vietnamese people is a bright example 
for all nations.” 

Haile-Mariam Mengistu, chairman of the 

Provisional Military Administrative Council 
of Socialist Ethiopia and chairman of the 

Party Organization Committee (Addis Ababa, 

30 November 1980) 

“the significance of the struggle of the Vietnamese goes beyond the borders of 
Vietnans; it is related to the destinies of the colonial nations and is of universal 
significance . " 

Ahmed Sekou Toure, president of the People's 
Revolutionary Republic of Guinea and first 

secretary of the Guinea State Party (Conakry, 
65 1 December 1980) 



"She people of black Africa, the people of the world feel close to Dien Bien Phu, 
to the victories of the people of Vietnam over the French colonialists, the 

U.O, impertlaliete and the other aggressive powers,” 

Mathieu Kerekou, president of the People's 
Republic of Benin and chairman of the 
Benin People's Revolutionary Party (Cotonou, 
? December 1980) 

"The vietory of Dien Blen Phu was truly the starting point of the victories of the 
people of Africa in the struggle against colonialism and imperialism for national 
independe ne," 

Denis Sassou-Nguesso, president of the 
People's Republic of the Congo and chairman 
of the Congo Labor Party (Braggaville, 
9 December 1980) 

“,he people of Angola feel close to the people of Vietnam because the struggle of 

the Vietnamese will forever be a source of inspiration to the people of Angola 
and the people of Africa." 

Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the 
People's Republic of Angola and chairman of 
MPLA-Labor Party (Luanda, 12 December 1980) 

“lo Algeria, Vietnam is always a bright example. Algeria shall forever support 
Vietnam in every field,” 

Chadli Bend jedid, president of the Democratic 

and Popular Republic of Algeria and first 

secretary of the FILN Party (Algeria, 
17 December 1980) 

FOOTNOTES 

l. iiadagascar, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Guinea, Benin, the Congo, Angola and Algeria. 

OY 

330: 4209/3501 



‘He POS) =MAO STAGE OF MAOISM 

lianol TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW_7 in Vietnamese No 3, Nar 81 pp 65-70 

[ Article by Le Xuan Luu_/ 

[vext_7 Countless events have taken place over the past several years within 
China! Following the death of Mao Zedong, the post-Mao rulers re-examined the 
sentences handed down during the “cultural revolution,” restored cadres who were 
once suppressed, re-explained some of Mao's doctrines, re-evaluated a number of 
events, such as the “cultural revolution,” re-evaluated the contributions and role 
of Mao Zedong in Chinese history and so forth and set forth new domestic and foreign 
policies. Are these positive changes in the economic, political and social life 
of China? In the post-Mao stage of Macism, what is different and what is not? 

[he post-Mao rulers in Beijing have never considered Maoism to be a tragedy 
requiring “de-Maoization" and the return to the principles of Marxism-Leninisn, 
scientific socialism and proletarian internationalism. The actions they have taken 

and are taking are designed to support their sinister schemes. Following several 
decades of struggle, the people of China won victory in the democratic revolution 
and, with the assistance of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist 

countries, achieved initial results in the socialist revolution. However, Maoism 
then carried out a “great leap forward" under the “three red flags"; this brought 
China to the brink of collapse and was followed by the “great proletarian cultural 
revolution” which, in essence, was a counter-revolutionary upheaval that trampled 
upon the spirit and fiber of hundreds of millions of persons, smashed the political 

and organizational systems of the party and the state apparatus and destroyed the 
results of the revolutionary struggle of the Chinese people, thereby bringing chaos 

to the politics and the economy of China. Although horribly poisoned for decades, 

in the face of the brutal situation of the country, the people of China had to 

raise thelr volces, demanding the re-evaluation of Maoist ideology, the Mao-style 
party, Mao-style socialism and the Mao-style dictatorship of the proletariat. In 
the face of this situation, the post-Mao rulers were forced to salvage Maoism by 

“cleaning it up” in order to support the “four modernizations” and turn China into 
the number one superpower in the world by the end of this century. Under this 
“strategy,” they hoped to create nationalist desires and a situation characterized 
vy unity and stability. For this reason, they have "cleaned up” Maoism and played 
the game of “democracy.” They re-examined the sentences handed down during the 
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"oullural revolution" and declared that the barbarous oppression that took place during 

the “cultural revolution” was a mistake and would never be repeated; they have promised 
that the major campaigns that once turned the country upside-down would not be carried 

Out Geaing they nave restored the activities of the state and social systens, 
Oupeclally the organisations in the state apparatus related to the economy; and 
they have restored social management by means of the law. They have strengthened 
the prestige of the party by restoring principles and regulations to party life and 
discipline to the corps of party members. 

wille having to “rectify” a number of mistakes made by Mao, they have also added 
weveral “new pointe” to their domestic and foreign policies. And, to explain these 

“new points,” they could not use the ideological vestiges of Mao. On the one hand, 

they have had to re-explain several of Mao's arguments to be consistent with their 
polley; on the other hand, they have had to “criticize” the arguments of Mao that 
now pose obstacles to their efforts. However, despite taking these steps, they 

have never severed their ties with Maoism. As everyone knows, Maoism is big 
nation chauvinism, big country hegemony. Its political objective is a powerful 
China that rules the world. This objective primarily has the purpose of seizing power 
for an individual or group, seizing absolute power to be shared with no one and 
controlling the army, the party and the state in order to rule the country and, on 
this basis, achieve hegemony for China and hegemony for Mao and the clique in the 
world, 

he path and the measures selected to achieve this hegemony are to masquerade as 
Marxisat-Leninists, rely upon the prestige of socialism, find ways to impose their 
thinking and line, rally forces, establish alliances in order to oppose their enemies, 

struggle against other factions in order to seize power and making sweeping and cruel 
use of violent methods in coordination with using every possible cunning and treacherous 

tactic and using others to destroy their opposition. 

ine above mentioned strategic objective and primary measures of Maoism remain 

unchanged in the post-Mao stage. The present rulers in Beijing have never severed 

thelr ties to the ldeology of great nation chauvinism and big country hegemony. The 

“Ideology of Mao Zedong" is still the theoretical foundation of the Chinese system. 
In an interview with the [talian journalist Yo-ri-na Pha-la-xi [ Vietnamese phonetics / 
in mid-Jtetember 1960, Deng Xiaoping said: “We recognize his (that is, Mao's) mistakes” 
and “have presented the mistakes made by Chairman Mao in his final days to the people"; 

“however, we will surely continue to adhere to the ‘thinking of Mao Zedong.'” That 
which is "new" and “different” compared to the time when Mao was still alive is that 

they have “revised” and “changed” some of the arguments and methods of work of Mao 
by means of clever tricks and measures which they believe are more effective for 
achieving the true goals of Maoism, expansionism and hegemony. [hey have incorporated 
a number of their own new measures in the thinking and line of Mao. [hey have revised 

Maoism in an extremely pragmatic fashion so that it suits their new policies and 
measures. 

‘his situation has caused them to act in contradictory ways: they have not carried 
out “de-Maoilzation” and gust still brandish the banner of Mao; however, they must 
“eriticize” Mao and revise Maoism. They say that Mao, the individual, made mistakes 



and even committed major crimes but Maoism is still a correct philosophy. They 

cannot say that Maoilsm is a tragedy to the Chinese because this would mean that the 
nystem established by Mao can no longer be maintained and that they themselves would 
immediately lose all the “confidence” of the people, even though this “confidence” 
we been seriously eroded, They evaluate Mao as "70 percent correct and 30 percent 
incorrect" and reduce the seriousness of the crimes committed by Mao by explaining 

these mistakes as being the responsibility of the collective or the "Gang of Four,” 
dhen re-explaining the doctrine of Mao, their defense is that they are "purifying 

the thinking of Mao Zedong that was blurred by the Gang of Four"! However, they 
nave still had to revise Maoism and “criticize” Mao. In the past, when Mao needed 

the “cultural revolution,” needed to propel the people of China into a pervasive 
factional battle in order to topple his opponents, Mao adopted the theory of 

"continuing the class struggle under the dictatorship of the proletariat," the theory 

that "class struggle determines everything" and use it as the ideological basis of 
nis domestic policy. Now, however, the successors of Mao wish to achieve stability 

and unity in order to carry out the "four modernizations,” consequently, they have 
re-explained this theory, saying that the class struggle has not ended by is not 
to be promoted as much as it once was and that the "four modemizations determine 

everything." In the past, Mao sought to bring about a "great leap forward” by means 
of the “three red flags" line, by means of self-reliance and the labor of hundreds of 

millions of Chinese; today, the successors of Mao have replaced the great leap forward 
with the “four modernizations."” On the one hand, they are exploiting the labor of nearly 

1 billion Chinese; on the other hand, they are relying completely upon imperialism, 
upon investments and technology from the United States, Japan and the other imperialists 
to carry out the “four modernigations." In order to persuade those who do not agree 
with them and those who oppose them, they adopted the theories that "practice is the 
nighest standard of truth" and that "a black cat is as good as a white cat as long 
as it catches rats." In the past, Mao smashed the apparatus of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and threw out the law; now, they have advocated "perfecting the 

political system." However, it is through this so called step of “perfecting 

the political system" and under such very "revolutionary" slogans as “collective 
leadership,” “not allowing one person to simultaneously hold the two highest positions 
within the party and the state” and "rejuvenating the corps of cadres" that they 
purge and eliminate one another. They promulgate laws to protect their positions 

as victors in these struggles for power. They are re-explaining some of the arguments 

ot Maoism concerning the relationship between politics and technology. They have 

sbandoned "politics as commander-in-chief" and the belief that "the thinking of Mao 
cedong is a spiritual atomic bomb" and have placed emphasis upon economic construction 

and technology. They have re-explained the relationship between objective laws and 
subyective tactors, saying that it is impossible to crudely apply objective laws, 

especially economic laws. They have revised Mao's theory on the role of the super- 

structure vis-a-vis the infrastructure, re-explained the relationship between ideology 
and organization, etc. At the same time, they have made changes in their economic 

policy and measures. 

‘hey must re-examine some of the viewpoints in the ideological vestiges of Mao because 
these viewpoints are impeding their actions. They must "criticize" Mao and "revise" 
Mao in order to elevate themselves, deceive the masses, gain prest‘ se and, in 
particular, support the struggle to eliminate their opponents because they were once 
closely linked to the line, policies and work of Mao. 



‘holr actlons mentioned above are nothing more than artful tricks devised ina 

Ltuation marked by many economic difficulties, political chaos, moral decay and 
opposition by the masses, cadres and party members; at the same time, these actions 

ure products of pragmatism, of the objectives of great nation expansionism and bl¢ 

country hegemony that they seek to achieve, 

Looking, at the “new" points and the “changes” in the domestic and foreign theory and 

practloe of the present Beijing leadership, one thing stands outs they reached the 

limit of pragmatism, of betrayal and reaction when they decided to join with the 

imperlutists in order to find capital and technology with which to carry out the 

"four modernigations," thereby opening the door to infiltration by foreign capitalists, 
to the restoration of the bourgeoisie at home and stimulating the development of the 
private economy; this became even clearer when they began looking for ways to 
ectublish a comprehensive military alliance with the imperialists, led by the U.S, 

imperialists, in order to oppose the Soviet Union, Vietnam and the three revolutionary 

currents in the world, 

lt can be concluded that there are no basic differences in Maoism between the time 

of Mao and the post-Mao stage. The only difference is the tactics related to the 
methods for achieving their objectives, not the objectives themselves. This difference 

ls closely linked to the political needs of the post-Mao rulers and is a child of 
pragmatism. The "cat" theory is nothing more than an addition to Maoism as it was 
practiced during the period of Mao, an alliance with the bourgeoisie, the imperial ists 

and the other reactionary powers and the further stimulation cf opportunistic trends 

Within the communist movement in order to achieve the strategic goals of Maoism. 

However, this addition only serves to more fully reveal the corrupt nature of Marxism 
in the post-Mao stage. 

‘he true identity of the post-Mao leadership is quite clears reactionary bourgeois 

nationalism combined with political pragmatism. This identity has been expressed in 

their domestic and foreign policies. These policies cannot serve as a political 

or ldeological base for stability, for the unity of cadres and the people and for 

strengthening the system in accordance with their desires. 

.nelr democratic game cannot dilute the cruel and reactionary nature of the bureaucratic, 

miiitary dictatorship policy of the ruling apparatus because all power is still 

soncentrated in the hands of a group of persons in the upper echelons of the military 

wd hign ranking government officials, a group that was formed through factional 

strugcles to eliminate one another. The so called communist party is still a tool of 

the leadership clique, not a vanguard unit of the working class because the right 

of this class in China to lead the country has been taken away. 

‘he post-Mao leadership cannot achieve stability, cannot unite the people of China 

nor can they create internal unity in order to carry out the "four modernizations.” 
his is inevitable because struggling for power and eliminating one another continue 
to Le the essence of Maoisn. 

ne present leadership is a coalition of factions struggling against one another for 
power. ihey are in agreement with regard to big nation chauvinism, expansionism and 
negemony, with regard to the viewpoint of making China the number one superpower in the 
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world 4 order to mule the world, with regard to opposing Marxism-Leninism and 

voclallom, with regard to the argument that world war is unavoidable, etc, However, 

there are certain differences among them with regard to the line and measures for 
whileving these objectives; in particular, each faction wants to control power because 

all of them are expansionists and hegemonists. They are now engaged in a sharp 

atruggle over three issues; the attitude toward the "cultural revolution,” the 
attitude toward the ideological vestiges of Mao and the attitude toward the lines 
and measures for achieving the "four modemizations."” The comparison of forces 
wiory, the various factions forces them to establish temporary coalitions with one 

Another; however, coalition is followed by struggle and then another coalition; this 
maneuver, wiich ls repeated time and time again, is a law in their internal relations, 
As soon as round one ended, Deng and his faction prepared for round two at the 
l?th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party by putting the Lam Buu clique and the 

jan of Pour on trial. The trial of these persons was a trial of the "cultural 

revolution,” a trial of Mao; however, Deng must still convict and get rid of 

persons who had ties with Mao, were promoted by Mao during the "cultural revolution” 
and are now opponents of Deng. 

dnereas stabilizing and uniting the people and achieving internal unity are difficult, 
the path to be followed to achieve the "four modernizations” is also filled with 
difficulties and contradictions. How can they take a "great leap forward" from 

4 Lackward economy that collapsed in the "cultural revolution," an economy that is 

seriously imbalanced and is characterized by low labor productivity, difficult 

living conditions and high unemployment? The greatest difficulty of the Chinese 
leadership at this time is detemmining under which guidelines to carry out the 

"four modernizations."” They have no clear answer to this question. In a speech to 
social activists on 16 May 1980, the editor-in-chief of HONG KY Journal declared: 
"We say that we must follow China's path of socialist modernization but this path 
nas not Leen clearly charted. We say that we are building socialism under the 
conditions of China, but these conditions are not clear.” 

in tue “tour modernizations,” they have given priority to modermizing the national 
detense system. Can they modernize the national defense system and modernize the 

economy at the same time? In view of the fact that their economy is still backward, 

how can they modernize the national defense system? Their only choice is to rely 

completely upon the imperialists. However, this is not easy, either, because the 

imperialists are not ready to supply all modern military and national defense 
teciiuology to China without calculating the long-term consequences. Moreover, 

it tney rely upon the imperialists, how can they become the number one superpower 

i order to rule the world? The war of aggression against Vietnam carried out by 
Lune beijing reactionaries in early 1979 with a military force of 600,000 men only 

lasted 1] month but affected many areas of life in Chinese society. Besides awakening 

the peopie of China politically, the economic consequences of this war of aggression 

nave also veen rather severe. This is one of the reasons why the Chinese leadership 
aa veen forced to revise the "four modernizations” plan. 

sirrying out modernization by relying upon the imperialists, the factors of capital 
wid technology are extremely unstable. They hope to borrow from the imperialist 

‘ourntrie:s ‘rom 100 to 150 billion dollars; however, they have only borrowed about 30 to 
.illion dollars so far, partially because the imperialists find themselves in a 



porvaicive, Lnescapable erisis and are encountering towering difficulties and 

partially because they have the long-range concern that China might become an 

opponent of theirs Lf they help China to become an economic and military superpower. 

Although the Lnterests of the imperialists and the Beijing expansionists are the same 

ln some areas, they differ in other areas, Therefore, the imperialists are not 
ready to supply everything and do everything desired by the Beijing authorities. As 
‘or the reactionaries within Beijing ruling circles, whereas they once served as the 
poor friend of the imperialists, they are now seeking a comprehensive alliance with 

them, Llneluding a military alliance, in order to oppose the Soviet Union, Vietnam and 
socialism, fight the revolution in other count:ies and so forth, This has exposed 

their traiterous and reactionary identity to the people of China and the people of 
the world, ven within Beljing ruling circles, there is a struggle over how to 
work with the imperialists. 

Ln actuality, the collaboration between the beijing reactionaries and the imperialists, 

led Ly the U.o. imperialists, is becoming increasingly close and comprehensive; however, 

there are antagonisms between them and each side has its own ambitions. 

@lying upon the imperialists in order to carry out the "four modernizations” will 

not ve as easy or simple as the present rulers in Trung Nam Hai wish. Of course, 

vy collaborating with the imperialists, serving as the counter-revolutionary assault 

‘orce and squandering the natural resources of the country, they can obtain some 
cupltal and technology and retool and increase the material and technical bases of 

the economy and national defense system to some extent. However, in view of the 

.act. that thelr economy is very backward and seriously imbalanced and their culture, 
oclence and technology are underdeveloped, even if they receive capital and technology 
from the imperialists, they cannot easily put them to use or immediately take the 

"great leap forward" they desire. The country of China has a number of noteworthy 

natural resources, but, over the long range, these resources are not enough to 

allow them to meet the needs of building the country and meet the requirements of 

tae imperialists in order to acquire capital and technology while supporting the 

other reactionary powers, as they frequently do in order to win political support. 

Over the past several years, they have taken a number of measures to bring about 

economic development; they have encouraged bourgeoisie, who have been repaid for the 

property confiscated from them in past years, and overseas Chinese to invest capital 

in businesses; they have placed emphasis upon joint enterprises with capitalists at 
nome and abroad; they have set aside a number of areas near Hong Kong, Macao and 

vnanchal for forelgn capitalists to esteblish production installations; they have 

‘nanyged the mode of economic management, loosely managing the free farmers in the 

‘u0oldlary trades and the merchants at rural markets, etc. If these measures continue 

to Le broadened, tne adverse consequences of them will truly be difficult to measure. 
ne development of the private economy, the development of the market economy, the 

"opening the door" to infiltration by foreign capitalists and spontaneous activities 
Oo 

will increase the threat of the destruction of all the bases of socialism that the 

people of China built in the early years of the People’s Republic of China. The 

widespread incorporation of monopolistic capitalism within the production field will 

push the Chinese economy into the orb of the international division of labor of 



c4apillaliom and, as a result, make it impossible for China to avoid other tragic 

economic, political and social consequences, 

(he economic measures mentioned above might lead to intense ecnnomic activities 

but, in the end, they will only serve the interests of the domestic bourgeoisie 

and torelyn monopolistic capitalists, seriously harm the interests and the standard 

of living of the working people and destroy the rest of the achievements that the 
people of China struggled to record, 

All oft the measures that the post-Mao rulers }ave employed in the past several 
years reflect the reactionary nature of Maois.. in the post-Mao stage. 

it 1s hard to see anything that resembles a positive change in their actions, not 

to mention anything that might indicate a return by them to Marxism-Leninism, to 

the principles of scientific socialism. Through their actions, Maoism has shown 

itself for whet it really is, anti-communisn,. 

ime will be their judge. Their reactionary domestic and foreign lines, positions 

and policies have been and are having tragic consequences for the people of China 

and the revolutionary people of the world. Their bankruptcy is inevitable because 

the Chinese have a long history of struggle and will surely arise and cast aside 

every sinister power in order to follow the bright path of our times. 
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