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OUR MONTHLY
COMMERT

1,033 delegates representing more than a million
and a half Party members from over 35,000 grass-
roots organizations gathered in Hanoi late in March
Jor a major event in the political life of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam: the Fifth National Congress of
the Communist Party of Vietnam.

This was an event awaited by all for it gave an-
swers to questions related to Vietnam, and also to
this part of the world. How will the revolution in
Vietnam continue to develop ? What are its pros-
pects? From this its impaqt on the situation in
Southeast Asia will be gauged.

With unity of mind, the Congress gave an accuraie
estimation of the present situation in Vietnam as
well as of what the Party and the State have done
since 1976, that is since the country was reunified
and the Fourth Party Congresé convened. “The last
five years are recorded in mational history as a period
of glorious victories for the Vietnamese revolution.”
This appreciation by the Party Central Committee was
approved by the e@tire' Congress. This victory was
materialised first of all by the rapid reunification of
the country as ome State and the smashing of .the
US ‘imperialists’ hope of causing disturbances even
after their withdrawal ; then by the victories of the
two wars of national defence on the southwest and
northern borders, checking the Beijing expansionists
ano. hegemonists’ designs over Indochina and South-
east Asia-— just imagine what the situation in this
area would be had the Pol Pot regime stayed im
Kampuchea or China’s aggression against Vietnam
in February 1979 succeeded —, and also by mnotable
achievements in economy and culture.

However, the Corfgress did not only record our
successes. It openly examined the difficulties and the
acute problems in economy and daily life, the roots
of which are the aftermath of the past coupled with

(Continued on page 8)
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FOREIGN DELEGATIONS TO THE CONGRESS

' Forty-seven communist and workers’ parties and revolutionary movements
attended the Fifth Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam. Below is the
list of delegations with the mame of the delegate or head o;f the delegation:

;o

The Communist Party of the Soviet ~

Union
The People’s Revolutronary Party of
Laos

The People's Revolutlonary Party
of Kampuchea

The French Communist Party

The United Workers' Party of Po-
land

. The Bulgarian' Communist Party

The Communist Party of Cuba

The Socialist Unity Party of Ger-
many

{
The Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party

The People’s Revolutionary Party
of Mongolia

The Romaniari Communist Party

The Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia

The Workers’ Party of Korea
The Party of Labour of Albania

The People’s Democratic Party o‘va

Afghanistan

The Algerian Natmnal Liberation
Front

The MPLA — Party ef Labour of
Angola

The Communist Party of India
(CPI)

Communist Party of Indiz‘a (Marxist)

(CP1— M)

'MIKHAIL SERGHEEVITCH GORBACHEV, Political Bureau

member and Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee
KAYSONE PHOMVIHANE, General Secretary of the Party Central
Committee

HENG SAMRIN, General Secretary of the Party Central Com-
mittee

- PAUL LAURENT, Political Bureau member and Secretary of the

Party Central Committee

MIROSLAW MILEWSK]I, Political Bureau member and Secretary
of the Party Central Commitiee

MILKO BALEV, Political Bureau member and Secretary of the
Party Central Committee

JESUS MONTANE OROPESA, alternate member of the Political
Bureau and Secretary of the Party Central' Committee

KONRAD NAUMANN, Political Bureau member of the Party
Central Committee, First Secretary of Berlin Party Committee

MAROTHY LAZLO, Political Bureau member of the Party Central -
Committee, First Secretary of Budapest Party Committee :

TUMENBAYARYN RAGTCHA, Poliﬁcal Bureau memb'er of the
Central Committee, First Vice-Chairman of the Council of Minis-
ters of the People’s Republic of Mongolia

ION COMAN, Political Bureau member and Secretary of the
Party Central Committee '

MILOS JAKES, member of the Presidium and Secretary of the
Party Central Committee .

KIM IL TE, member of the Par’vy Central Committee
GAFUR CUCI, member of the Party Central Committee

MOHAMMAD ASLAM WATANJAR, Political Bureau member of
the  Party Central Committee, member of the Revolutionary
Council, Minister of Information and Liaison

DJELLOUL BAKHTI NEMICHE, member of the Party Central
Committee, Minister of War Veterans N

AMBROSIO LUKOKI, Political Bureau member and Secretary
of the Party Central Committee )

PREM SAGAR GUPTA, member of the Party National Council,
Secretary of New Delhi Party Committee

HARKISHAN SINGH SURJEET, Political Bureau member of the
Party Central Committee

(Continued on page 20)
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OUR MONTHLY COMMENT

(Continued from page 1)

natural calamities and enemy destruction. The Con-
gress was most concerned about analysing the sub-
jective causes of such a situation i.e. shortcomings
and errors in appraising the realities, estimating the
advantages and particularly the difficulties, as well as
in concretising and applying the line of the Fourth
Congress, in organizing and guiding its execution —
including plan-making and management.

While reaffirming the correctness of the line of
socialist revolution and that of socialist economic
building laid down by the Fourth Congress for the
whole period of transition to socialism, the Congress
stressed that out of subjectiveness and hastiness and
conservatism and slackness we failed to cyarry out
these lines effectively mainly because we did not

. know the right way to manage economy and society.

Carrying on its tradition of responsibility to the
people as at the time of errors in land reform (1956),
the Party Central Committee made a severe self-
criticism before the Congress. This serious attitude
alone portends forthcoming advances.

Concentrating the wisdem of the entire Party, the
Congress analysed measures to redress the short-
comings and promote strong points. These measures
have been partly revealed since the second half of
1979 with the resolutions of the Sixth Plenum of the
Party Central Committee which, in the recent past
have had promising initial results, albeit mot yet
forceful and widespread. Elements of a dynaniic me-
chanism of management have hegun to appear —a
crucial question upon which the Congress concen-
trated its attention.

While keeping a vigilant eye on the task of na-
tional defenfe, the Congress set as its foremost task
socialist construction aimed at reaching the foﬁr global
targets of socialist economic strategy in its first stage
during the eighties, to settle the burning questions of
the moment : to stabilise and improve to some extent
the people's material and cultural life; to continue
building the material and technical bases of social-
ism; to boost the socialist transformation of the na-
tional economy; to ensure
defence and security.

To reach these four targets is to effect a funda- °

mental change in the country’s economic situation.
To this end w2z have to create a new productive
force, a higher social productivity while a relatively
developed big industry is still lacking. On this matter,
the Congress put forward 10 major economic and
social policies.
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the mneeds of national )

The Congress also passed directives on the State

plan for 1981-1985 along with the renovation of the
' managerial system and the raising of administrative
capacity. These directives were followed by basic indi-
cators laid down after considerable discussion.

To ensure steady advance the Congress looked at
the Party itself. It affirmed the necessity to promote
the high merits of the Party, firm in its Marxist-
Leninist line, overcoming all trials and imbued with
revolutionary spirit. At the same time, the Congress
stressed the mnecessity of remedying the weaknesses
of the recent past when the Party led socialist con-
struction on the national scale.

The Congress'pointed out the urgency of raising
the Party and its members’ knowledge and quality in
every domain, particularly in economy. Equally pres-
sing is the meed to improve the leadership of the
Party and the Party-led State, to streamline their
apparatus, do away with bureaucracy and conser-
vatism; to consolidate the Party base while building
the district level, the organs of production and busi-

- mess, the combat units, and to boost mass movements.

Changes must be made in the training of cadres,

' while appointing hard core cadres and forming a con-

tingent of deputies with good qualities, competence
and firmness for all circumstances must be done.

A mew Party Central Committee was elected by
the Congress. Beside veteran revolutionaries of the
Party-founding period were cadres forged in the two
patriotic wars and — worthy of notice — younger mil-
‘itants responsible for economic, cultural, scientific
and technical affairs, ensuring the continuity between
generations, according to the requirements of the
Vietnamese revolution.

With suth a leading body the policies set by the
Congress already have one important condition for
the materialisation. Not that everything was settled
at this Congress but at least, through the review of
the past five years, as General Secretary Le Duan
said in concluding the Political Report, “We have a
deeper comprehension of our country and people. We
have identified the ememy and clearly seen the
obstacles in our path. We have a more accurate and
more concrete appraisal both of our possibilities and
strong pcints and of our difficulties and weaknesses”.
In' this sense, the Fifth Congress is another land-
mark on the long and arduous road of struggle of the
Communist Party of Vietnam, for national indepen-
dence and socialism in order to achieve the motto
“All for the socialist Homeland, and for the, happiness
of the people.” )

25 April 1982



The Fifth Congress of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam (27-31
March 1982) discussed and ap-
proved three reports of the Cen-
tral Commitiee ;

-~ 'The Political Report, presented
by Le Duan, General Secretary of
the CPV;

— The Report on the Orientation,
Tasks, and Essential Objectives of

The Fifth

National

Congress

of

Economic and Social Development
for 1981-1985 and the 1980’s, pres-
ented by Pham Van Dong, member
of the Political Bureau ahd Chair-
man of the Council of Ministers;

— The Report on Party Building,
presented by Le Duc Tho, member

of 1he DPolitical Bureau.
From those reports we have
culled the following information :

I — ASSESSMENT OF ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 1976
AND THE PRESENT SITUATION

On the credit side

Over the past five years

— We have
the country ihe

— We have won gloricus victo-
ries in the two palriotic wars on
our southwestern and northern
frentiers; strengthened +the
tant alliance of the three Indo-
chinese countries, and establiished
positions of unprececented solidity
for the revolution in these coun-
tries; strengthened solidarity and
co-operation in all fields with the
Soviet Union and exiended our co-
operation with the other socialist
countries ;

reunified

State

quickly

on level;

— On the eccnomic front,
have recorded noticeable achieve-
ments: we  have overcome the
grave cequels of the wars of ag-
gression launched by the US
imperialists, the Chinese expan-
sionists, and their agents: consol-
idated the new relations of pro-
duction in the North and recorded
initial resuiis in the socialist trans-
formation of the South ;' increased

we

6

mili-,

to a certain exient the productive
capacity of the various sectors of
the ezconomy in spite of iremen-
dous difficulties;

' Many achievements have also
been gained on the cultural front:
education, health care, science and
technolqu, art and literature, etc.

— A new Constitution has insti-
tutionalized the line of .socialist
revolution and the working peo-
ple’s right to collective mastery.

Shortcomings and mistakes

We are faced with critical eco-
nomic problems:
--The people’s living conditions

have run into many difficulties,

especially with regard to workers

and government employees;

— Supplies of energy and mate-
rials and the means of transport
do not guarantee an efficacious
exploitation of our existing pro-
ductive capacity;

— Exports. are a far cry from
balancing imports ;

“ditions,

— The market and prices are
subjected to complicated fluctua-
tions ;

— In gsome respects, capitalist
and socialist elements have made
inroads into the domain of social-
ism

— Managerial and planning mech-
anisms remain heavily bureau-
cratic and still rest on budget

subsidies ;

— There is a persistence of ne-
gative phenomena in economic and
social life.

SOCI0-ECONOMIC PROBLEM!

In short, production develops but

slowly while population increases
rapidly ; the national income does
not cover national consumptien;
the economy is still unable to en-

‘gage in a process of accumulation.

In fact, many of those difficul-
ties are unavoidable for . objective
reasons : our economy, one of
small-scale procuction, has been
subjected {o the devastating effects
of prolonged wars and cf colonial-
ism; new wars have been imposed
on us even during the last five
years and have inflicled new
wounds ; for three years we have
endured severe and continucus un-
favourable weather conditions; the
enemy has engaged in unceasing
sabotage in many fields, How could
an econocmy such as ours
equal overnight to these three
pressing fundamental exigencies:
defence- of the countiry, stabiliza-
tion of people’s living con-
gradual building of the
and technical bases of

the

material
socialism ?
The Central Commitiee affirms
that the line of socialist revolu-
tion and ‘that of socialist econo-

VIETNAM COURIER
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mic  building charted by the
Fourth Congress are correct
and reflect the laws governing the
period of transition from small-
scale production to socialism in
our country.

However, in the years from 1976
through 1980, shortcomings and
errors occurred in the assessment
of the situation and. the imple-
mentation of the Party line.
Serious insufficiencies and mis-
takes also happened in the organ-
ization and guidance of policy
implementation, including planning
and management.

At the source of the short-
comings and errors ‘

The Party has not envisioned
all the difficulties to be met and
all the complexity of the - road
leading to socialism from a small-
scale production economy. By the
same token, we have not com-
pletely assessed the serious eco-
nomic and social sequels of a
long war. We have not foreseen
the difficulties and complexities
we would be facing as we tried
to improve our economic and
social  management. Lastly we
have failed to grasp the mag-
nitude of some unfavourable devel-
opments in the world situation.

Consequently we have® shown
subjectivism and haste in setting

some over-ambitious  objectives,
in determining the =scope and
speed .of capital consiruction

undertakings, in fixing the growth
rate . of production, especially for
the initial period. This is also
manifest in the excessive expan-
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sion of farming co-operatives in
certain regions and in the plan-
ning and construction of some
projects while surveys and pre-
parations were still inadequate.
On the other hand we have also
shown excessive conservatism and
sluggishness. Many Party and State
organs, from the grassroots to the
central level, have not seriously
and thorcughly i?nplemented the
line laid down by the Fourth
Congress and in a large number
of resolutions of the Central Com-

mittee. 'They have not -correctly
estimated our strong points and
potentialities, especially  with

regard to manpower; land forest
and sea resources; material and
technical bases; and the wvarious
sectors and trades producing con-
sumer goods and articles for
export. They have not shown
enough resolve and imagination in
seeking to turn those strong
points and potentialities to good
account. We have stuck too long
to administrative bureaucratic
management  which relies on
budget subsidies, and have only
belatedly  brought changes to
policies and regulations which
hampered production. In produc-
tion and economic management,
over-reliance on other people is a
very serious problem.

In the last analysis, those
defects stem from our insufficient
grasp of the law governing the
edvance from small-scale produc-
tion to large-scale socialist pro<
duction as reflected in the Party
line, our insufficient grasp of the
realities of the country, and our
insufficient knowledge of eco-
nomics. Hence the rather irrational

BY IHE'CONGR[SS

character of economic and “invest-
ment structure, inadequate plan-~
ning at the grassroots, regional
and central levels, the tendency
not to proceed from the base in
planning work, and insufficient
attention to the principle of eco-
nomic accounting. We have not
paid adequate attention to pro-
ductivity, product quality, and
economic efficiency. This results
from the fact that we have not
succeeded in bringing into full
play the power of all the elements
of the general line and the eco-
nomic line, especially the strength
of the working people’s collective
mastery and the principle accord-

ing to which the Party gives
leadership, the people exercise
their right to mastery, and the

State does the work of the man-
ager. Lastly we have failed to
achieve a good coordination of
the three revolutions and to
launch a vast mass revolutionary
movement.

The implementation of policies
has been hampered by bureau-
cratism, the lack of realism, insuf-
ficient sensitivity to realities, con-
servatism, sluggishness, and irres-
ponsibility in economie and social
management.

The ideological and cultural
front has been neglected. We have
not attached enough importance
to giving proper education to
Party members and the masses
concerning the struggle between
the two roads. In our endeavour
to oppose the enemy’s psycholog-
ical warfare, reactionary ideology
and depraved culture, our ideolo~
gical and cultural work lacks
combativity.
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Socialist legality has taken much
time to get reinforced. Law enfor-
cement suffers from
and indiscipline. The struggle
against legal offences and social
evils has not been conducted with
sufficient energy and thoroughness.

slackness

In Party building, we have been
slow in working out solutions to
some problems and have not tack-
led in time the new tasks, espec-
Jlally with regard to the trans-
formation and Dbuilding of the
economy. Cadre work in particular
suffers from delays and conser-

vatism in all respects: training,
promotion, appointment, remuner-
ation...

The above-mentioned shortcom-

ings and errors prove that in a
certain number of questions, we
have mot held firmly to the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, whose
global content had been clearly
defined at the Fourth Party
Congress. Those shortcomings and
errors are  consequently  very
serious. The Central =~ Committee
engaged in severe self-criticism
before the Congress.

The first vencouraging

changes in 1981

In 1981, the first
1981-1985 Five-Year Plan, encour-
aging changes were
certain  fields, particularly in
agriculture, industry, smali indus-
try and handicrafts. The imple-
mentation of the resolutions adopt-
ed at the 6th Plenum of the
Central Committee and of new
Party and State nolicies gave rise
to rew phenemena.

In agriculture, the sysiem of
guotas assighed to ecach produc-
tion group and each individual
farmer wes becoming a prime
mover for stépping up production
and increasing cconomic efficiency.
In industry, building, and trans-
port, by extending the initiative
of enterprises and regions in so-

recorded in

~ cialist production and undertak-

ing, by applying piece-work and

8

year of the

contract remuneration, by combin-
ing bonuses with other stimulants,
workers were encouraged to work
harder and overcome difficulties,
and initial results were obtained.

Those changes, though still lack-
ing in thoroughness and scope,

none the less bear witness to the
fact that our abundant manpower
and the creative ability of our
woarkers and scientific and tech-
nical cadres have begun to be
enhanced by managerial improve-
ments.

II— MAIN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL TASKS FOR 1981-1985
AND THE 1980’s

At  present our . country has
peace but ‘has to face the efforts
made by the Chinese expansionists
and hegemonists and their Amer-
ican imperialist confederates to
undermine us in many fields. At
the same time we must be pre-
pared for a large-scale war of
aggression which may be launched
at any time by our enemy.

Under those circumstances the
consolidation of national defence
must not be neglected. However,
top priority must be given to the
task of building socialism, for not
only is sccialism the goal of our
endeavour but it is also the soli-

/
dity of the socialist regime which
will guarantee our independenco
and freedom. )

The implementation of the so-
cialist revolution line and the line
for building our socialist economy,
as charted by the Fourth Congress,
will be pursued. These lines cons-
titute a whole which comprises
the following components: firm
enforcement of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, exercise by the
people of their right to ccllective
mastery, and carrying out of so-
cialist industrialization.

They are walid for
pericd - of {ransition.

the whole
The first

The Presidium of the 3th National
of Vietnam,

Congress of the Communist Party
I ) ;

Photo : VNA
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stage, which includes the 1981-
1985 Five-Year Plan and extends

as far as 1990, assumes particilar
importance.

For the 1980’s, our global
economic _and social objectives
are the following :

1. To satisfy the people’s urgent
and vital needs: éradually stabi-
lize and improve their material
and cultural living conditions,
first of all solve the food problem
and give Dbetter satisfaction to
their needs in clothing, study,
health care, housing, travel, child
care, and other necessities.

2. To carry on the building of
the material and technical bases
of socialism, mainly with a view
to giving a boost to agriculture
and the production of consumer
goods and exports while supply-
ing the other sectors of the eco-
nomy with more technical equip-
ment so that heavy industry could
be vigorously developed in the
next stage.

3. To complete socialist trans-
formation in the southern pro-
vinces, continue the efforts 1o
perfect the relations of production
in the north, and consolidate social-
ist relations of production in the
whole country.

4. To meet our defence require-
ments, consolidate national defence,
ensure security and social‘__gg_dgr.

We must generate new produc-
tive forces, and reach for a higher
social labour productivity even
now, in the absence of a relatively
developed industry. To this end,
we must correctly define our major
economic and social policies :

1. The first and decisive aspect
is a judicious combination of in-
dustry and agriculture. Qur efforts
will be focused on a vigorous
development of agriculture, the
first frontline so to speak, and
take it one step further toward
large-scale socialist production.
We will step up production of
consumer goods and continue our
efforts to huild some major sec-
tors of heavy industry. We will
combine agriculture, consumer

No. 5 — 1982
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goods industry, and heavy industry
into a rational industrial-agricul-
tural structure.

2. To judiciously combine the
building of the centrally-run eco-
nomy with a vigorous develop-
ment of the regional economies.

3. To ensure an adequate rela-
tionship between productive forces
and  relations of production.

4. To combine economy and
defence, and vice versa.

3. To develop the home economy

while seeking to expand economic
relations with other

step up exports to compensate for
imports.

6. To perfect the division of la-
bour, redeploy our work force
and make the best use of it so
as to increase labour productivity :
practise a judicious demographic
policy.

7. To give a boost to scientific
and technical work.

8. To establish a proper rela-
tionship between accumulation and
consumption. To practise economy
as a State policy.

9. To establish a new, socialist
order in the distribution and cir-
culation of goods. To concentrate
goods in the hands of the State.
To pursue the readjustment .of
prices and the improvement of the
system of wages and salaries.

10. To set up an efficacious
managerial and planning system.

To use all means to turn to good
account the

capacity and material bases. To
carry into effect the principle
of economic -accounting and social-
ist enterprise. To put planning
work on an ever more scientific
basis. To make good use of eco-
nomic levers. To pursue the reor-
ganization of social production.
To reorganize the managerial ap-
paratus. I

During the 1981-1985 period,
we must focus our efforts on
the following major tasks:

1. To find solutions to the most
urgent problems with a view to
bringing some improvement to the
people’s living conditions.

i g

countries ;

existing productive -

2. To step up and readjusi pro-
duction.

3. To
truction.

4. To improve the distribution
and circulation of goods.

5. To step up socialist transfor-
mation.

6. To ensure good economic co-
operation with the Soviet Union,
Laos and Kampuchea, and the
CMEA (Council for Mutua] Economic

reorganize capital cons-

Assistance) countries. To com-
pletely  reorient imports and
exports.

7. To practise strict economy.

8. To promote quick and wide-
ranging application of the achieve-
ments of science and technology in
production and daily life.

9. To bring some improvement
to the managerial system and
operate a change in planning work.

10. To give a boost to cultural
and health-care activities in har-
mony with the needs and possi-
bilities of the economy.

11. To strengthen social manage-
ment.

12. The economy must answer
the requirements of the consolida-
tion of defence and security. The
potentials of the defence industry,
and of the army, must be mobiliz-
ed to serve the proper economic
activities. :

For the 1981-1985 period, the
point is to achieve initial progress
in economic development, restruc-
ture our economy, and step up
socialist transformation. These
three aspects, which are closely
bound together, must contribute to
stabilizing the economic and social
situation, satisfying the most
urgent and imperative needs of
the population, reducing the most
serious imbalances in the economy,
remedying the abnormal situation
now prevailling in the distribution
and circulation of goods, and
creating the ' necessary premises
and conditions for more vigorous
and steady progress in the years
to come.

In view of the fact that after

"the Fifth Congress of the Party,

there are only 3 years to go before
the 1981-1985 Five - Year Plan

must be completed, the targets set
must be very realistic,



III — SOME TENTATIVE TARGETS FOR THE 1981-1985
FIVE-YEAR PLAN

Cereals and other foodstuffs

Average annual production: 17
million tons of paddy and
paddy equivalent, of which 3.5
million tons to be collected by
the State.

1985 production: 19-20 million tons.

Percentage of subsidiary food
crops in total food production
in 1985: 18-20%

Soybean production in
250,000 — 300,000 tons.

Industrial crops in 1985:

1985 :

Rubber : 150,000 — 160,000 hectares.
Coffee : 30,000 — 40,000 hectares.
Tea 60,000 — 70,000 hectares.

Cattle and poultry in 1985:
Pigs : 13 million head.
Oxen : 4.7 — 5 million head.
"Poultry : 100 million fowls.

Forestry

Afforestation : 300,000 more hec-
tares of forestland between
1981 and 1985.

Logging: 8 million cubic metres
of timber.

Fishing and fish breeding

For 1985: 700,000 tons of fishing
products, including 470,000 —
500,000 tons of marine products.

Consumer goods in 1985 :

Fabrics: 380 — 400 million metres.

Sugar and molasses: 350,000 —
400,000 tons.

Cigarettes: One million
of 20 cigarettes each.

packets

Paper: 90,000 — 100,000 tons.

Heavy industry in 1985:

Electricity : 5.5 — 6 Dbillion kWh.

Coal: 8 —9 million fons.

Rolled steel: double the 1881
figure.

Phosphate fertilizer-: 350,000 —
400,000 tons.

Cement: 2 million tons.

Transport and communications

Freight carried: up 10— 12% per

year.

Freight north-south and exports:
a threefold increase in 1985
from 1981.
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. have doubled, compared

Capital construction

State investment: for 1981 — 1985,
16 — 18 billion dong.
Demography n T

In five years 4 million people
will settle in-New Economic Zones.
Population growth rate in 1985:

17% (2.4% in 1981).

Imports and Exports

In five years' time, exports will
with the
1976-1980 period.
Growth rates in five years:
Average annual production
— Agriculture : up 6-7%
— Industry: up 4-5%
National income: up 4.5-5%

Production in 1985 as compared

with 1980
Food: up 30%
Pork: up 30%
Fish: up 25%
Sugar and molasses: up 100%

ed by the Fifth Congress

Paper: up 87%
Fabrics: up 119%
Electricity : up 51%
Coal : up 54%
Cement: up 184%
Chemical fertilizers:
Timber: up 14%.
(Let us recall that the Fourth
Congress set the following figures
for 1980 :
Food: 21 million tons of paddy
and paddy equivalent.
Fish : One million tons.
Fabrics: 450 million metres.
Paper: 120,000 — 130,000 tons.
Electricity: 5 billion kWh.
Coal: 10 million tons.
Rolled steel : 300,000 tons.
Chemical fertilizers: 1.3
tons.
Cement :

up 23%

million

2 million tons.
Average annual growth
‘Agricultural production :

10%
Industrial production: up 16-18%
National inccme: up 14-15%

Those figures have been estimat-

to be

up 8-

“over-ambitious’).

IV—DATA ON THE PARTY

A few figures quoted in the
Report on Party Building: Total
Party membership as of December

1981 : 1,727,784.

Member admitted since the
Fourth  Congress: 375,000 ; of
these 85% are drawn from the Ho
Chi Minh Communist Youth
Organization, and 59% from the
armed forces.

In the period between the
Fourth and the Fifth Congress,
lower-echelon congresses were
iwice held. Each time, one-third

of the, membership of the Party
commit’cees at those echelons was
renewed.

Cultural
of Party committees:

— Province, and the three major
cities of Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City
and Hai Phong: 27.7% have a
college education (42% for the
north ; 81% for Hai Hung province).

— District: 24.6% have a college
or secondary vocational education
(329% for the north).

Total number of Party grassroots
organizations: 35,146, comprising
nearly 150,000 cells, of which
39,766 have been created since the
Fouth Congress.

standards of members

Nearly all the members of the
Central Committe elected at the
Fourth Congress had been Party
members before or during the
resistance to French colonialism.

Of the members of Party pro-
vincial committees, 90% had been
Party members before the resis-
tance to U.S. aggression, and 62%
before 1954.

Cadre training:

During the last five years, one

million Party members have at-
tended political courses; 340,000
cadres have graduated from

colleges or secondary vocational
schools or classes.

Nearly 30% of enterprise man-
agers have attended economic man-
agement courses ; more than
50% of directors of centrally-run
enterprises have attended economic
or technical colleges or secondary
schools.

During the last five years, 100,000
cadres have been sent to southern
provinces cr cities, to border dis-
tricts, or have been engaged in
internationalist tasks (Kampuchea,
Laos...).
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OUR wlNTERNATlONAL TASKS

Over the past five years, in car-
the Party’s

foreign policy, we have recorded

rying out principled

great achievements, strengthening
the solid position and force of our
people in the fight to defend our
homeland, and further
favourable conditions for our so-

creating

cialist construction. In spite of all
attempts by the enemy to' encircle
and isolate our country, the role
and position of the Socialist Re-
has been

public of Vietnam

increasingly enhanced in the inter-

national arena.

In the coming period,
foreign relations work must strive

our
to secure favourable international
conditions and substantial interna-
tional aid for the building and
defence of the countyy, thereby
helping to ensure the success of
the tasks this
Congress. In particular, it must
become an active, dynamic front

laid down by

in the struggle to defeat the policy
of the Chinese big-nation expan-
sionists and hegemonists colluding
with the US in attempting to
weaken and annex our country; as
an immediate step, it must aim at
defeating the many-sided war of
sabotage started by them and
check their schemes to wage a new
At the

time it must consolidate peace in

war of aggression. same

Indochina and Southeast Asia.

Loyal to their international duty,

our people have always

with the revolutionary and pro-
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united-

(Excerpts from the Political

Report presented to the Fifth National

Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam).

aressive forces in the world, and
the

struggle of all peoples against the

strongly supported resolute
bellicose and aggressive policy of
the US

independence,

imperialism headed by
for peace, national
democracy and socialism.

friendship and
with  the

fraternal socialist countries on the

To strengthen
broaden co-operation
basis of Marxism-Leninism and
socialist  internationalism is a
prime objective in the Aforeign policy
of our Party and State.

Our people are extremely happy
with the development of the mili-
tant solidarity and the co-opera-
tion between our country and the
Soviet Union since the signing of
the Treaty of Friendship and Co-
operation in 1978,

As tl:1e most powerful and firmest
ally of Vietnam, the Soviet Union
has been firmly on our people’s
side, giving a timely and generous
response to our requirements in the
consolidation of national defence.
It has supplied our economy with
technical assistance and goods which
are vital for our production and
livehood, and given us, by way of
aid, 'a series of major projects
forming the first important material-
technological basis of soeialism in
our country.

The co-operation and assistance

extended us by the Soviet Union in

the fields of culture, science, tech-
nology, training of cadresand skill-
ed workers are being further and
further expanded and strengthened.

The goods
through trade betwee\n the two

annual exchange of
countries is developing favourably.

Solidarity and all-round co-ope-
ration with the Soviet Union is
the key-stone of the foreign policy
of our Party and State. In the in-
terests of the two peoples, we shall
in the future strive for an even
greater development of the Viet-
nam-Soviet Union militant solidar-
ity and all-round co-operation. In
our view, this is a guarantee of suc-
cess for defending our homeland
and building socialism, and for the
consolidation of national indepen-
dence and of the positions of social-
ism on the Indochinese peninsula. At
the same time, it is a positive con-
tribution to the consolidation and
strengthening of the socialist system
and of the struggle for peace and

socialism in the world.

Close links and all-round co-ope-
ration with the Soviet Union are a
matter of principle, strategy, and
revolutionary sentiment. Our Party
is duty-bognd to educate all Viet-
namese generations in this principle
and strategy, making them a mighty
force to bring our revolutionary
cause to complete victory.

This year the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics commemorates the
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sixtieth anniversary of its founda-
tion. Our people sincerely wish the
fraternal Soviet people under the
leadership of the great CPSU new
outstanding achievements in the
implementation of the historic Re-
solutions of the 26th Congress to
advance to their glorious anniver-
sary.

Recently, the militant Vietnam-
Laos-Kampuchea sblidarity has en-
tered a new stage of development,
and brought about unprecedented
changes in the revolutionary situa-
tion of the three Indochinese coun-
tries. We hail the Lao People's
Democratic Republic, our staunch
friend and loyal comrade in-arms,
which has recorded outstanding
achievements in economic restora-
tion, transformation and develop-
ment along socialist lines and in
national defence.

We hail the People’s Republic of
Kampuchea, the sole genuine and
legitimate representative of the he-
roic Kampuchean people, which has
had great success in national re-
vival and in the struggle to defend
independence, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity.

Between us and the two fraternal
countries, friendly relations on State
and popular planes, and political,

- economic, and cultural co-operation

have shown a fine development,
while exchanges of goods have kept
increasing. Following the Treaties of
Friendship and Co-operation be-
tween us and the Lao People’s Dem-
ocratic Republic, and the ‘People’s
Republic of Kampuchea, our Party,
State and people have done every-
thing in their power to support and
help the two fraternal countries
with dedication and in a spirit of
proletarian  internationalism. All
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feats of our peoples in national
defence, all achievements in the
building of socialism are closely
linked to the wvaluable assistance of
the fraternal peoples.

Mutual affeetion and assistance,

association in weal and woe have

been clearly manifested and conti-

nue in the life of each of our
peoples.

The special Vietnam-Laos-Kam-
puchea relationship is a law of de-
velopment of the revolution in the
three countries, a matter of wvital
significance for the destinies of the
three peoples. From one generation
to another, our people must pre-
serve the friendship and the tra-
dition of solidarity among the three
nations, unceasingly consolidate and
strengthen their special relationship
and militant alliance, in a deter-
mination to defeat all schemes and
acts of sabotage, division, and agres-
sion of the common enemy — the
Chinese expansionists and hegemo-
nists acting hand in glove with the
US imperialists and other reac-
tionary forces. We regard this as a
firm guarantee for the cause of
defending independence and
freedom and successfully building
socialism in each country on the
Indochinese peninsula, and also an
extremely important factor for peace
and stability in Southeast Asia.

On the principle of respect for
each other’'s independence, sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, and
legitimate interests, equality and
mutual trust, we have always
striven with all our force to fuifil
our international duty towards the
two fraternal countries; at the
same time, we endeavour together
with them 1o achieve close co-op-
eration and mutual assistance in all
fields with a view Mo furthering in

an increasingly more effective way
each country’s cause of consolidat-
ing national defence and security
and building 'economy and culture.
.The wmilitant solidarity and fra-
ternal co-operation beiween us and
the other countries in the socialist
community have undergone a new
qualitative development since our
country became a full member of
the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance. We have received strong
support and many-sided assistance
from the fraternal countries. Under
the treaties of friendship and co-
operation and the agreements sign-
ed between us and the fraternai
countries, co-operation in the polit-
ical, economic, cultural, scientific
and technological fields has been
unfolded and has achieved - heart-
ening progress and results.

In the coming period, we shall do
our utmost together with the fra-
ternal ccuntries to achieve good co-
operation in the framework of bi-
lateral treaties and agreementis and
promote an unceasing development
of this co-operation in the process
of plan and policy co-ordination
among the member countries of the
Mutual

Coungil for Economic

Assistance.

We warmly support the correct
and resolute steps taken by the
Military Council for the Salvation
of Poland to defeat the reaction-
aries’ plot of seizing power, to restore
order and security so as to resolve
the economic and social difficalties
of Poland. We strongly protest
against the brazen interference of
the imperialist forces in Poland’s
internal affairs in an attempt to
hinder the recovery process of so-
cialist Poland. We reaffirm our so-
lidarity with the Polish United
Workers' Party, the communists and
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people of fraternal Poland. We
firmly believe that our Polish
brothers and sisters will smash all
reactionary forces, overcome all dif-
ficulties, preserve and develop their
revolutionary gains. The People’s
Republic of Poland will forever be
a solid link in the world socialist
system.

~ Our people resolutely stand on
the side of the fraternal Cuban
people and strongly support the
Republic of Cuba, an independent
and sovereign country, member of
the socialist community, and chair-
ing the Non-Aligned Movement,
who are now struggling against the
US imperialists’ schemes of aggres~
sion and threats of attack. The Cu-

ban people, who have risen from a

life of slavery, carry aloft the ban- °

ner of freedom and secialism, for
the independence of their homeland

and for their own happiness. They.

are a heroic, dauntless nation that

* No aggressor can vanquish. Hands

off Cuba'!

Our people unswervingly support
the just struggle of the Korean
people for the peaceful reunifica-
tion of their country without any
outside interference.

We actively contribute to the
strengthening of solidarity in the
international communist and work-
ers’s movement on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism. Through the his-
toric and epoch-making vic.tory of
the patriotic fight against US
through the glorious
victory of the two recent wars of
national defence and through the
present

aggression,

staunch struggle against
Chinese expansionism and hegemon-
ism, our Party has made and is
making positibve contributions to
the struggle against Maoism and in

defence of the purity of Marxism-
Leninism.
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As a nation which was once op-
pressed by imperialism and which
has waged a fight
against the forces of aggression, our
people fully support the struggle of
the Asian, Africdn and Latin Amer-

protracted

ican peoples to remove from world

"life all forms of colonialism, to re-

gain and defend natidnal indepen-
dence, and to build a new interna-
tional economic order.

- The Vietnamese people thoroughly
practice the line of developing Viet-

nam’s co-operation with the other'

members of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, contributing to bring “into
play the active role of the move-
ment in the struggle against im-
perialism and colonialism, for world
and the

sovefeignty of all

peace, independence and

nations. Our
people support the active efforts of
the non-aligned countries to turn the
Indian Ocean into a zone of peace.

We warmly hail the initiative of
the People’s Republic of Mongolia
on the signing of a convention of
non-sggression and non-use of force
in the relations between Asian and
Pacific countries.

Our people highly appreciate the
great role and increasing prestige
of India in the Non-Alighed Mo-
vement as well as its contributions
to the maintenance of peace and
stability in Asia and elsewhere in
the world. We rejoice at the cur-
rent fine development of the Viet-
and believe
that the friendship and many-sided

nam-India relations,
co-operation between the two coun-
tries will consolidate and strengthen
further with each passing day.

We resolutely support the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Republic
of Afghanistan and the fraternal
Afghan people who, with the assis-
tance of the Soviet Union and the

other socialist countries, are fight-
ing against the undeclared war of
the imperialists and international
reactionaries, to defend the gains

of the April Revolution.

Our people resolutely stand on
the side of the peoples of Nicara-
gua and Grenada who are strug-
gling against the US imperialists’
threats of aggression. We fully sup-
port the heroic fight of the Salva-
dorean people against the fascist
dictatorship and US
ists. We strongly support the peo-
ples. of Chile and Guatemala who

intervention-

are struggling against fascist rulers
and the
imperialists as well as supporting
the struggle of the Panamanian

intervention of the US

people for sovereignty over the Pa-
nama canal.

We condemn the US imperial-
ists’ use of Israel as a shock trooper
against the Arab people, and en-
couraging it to launch savage attacks
on Iebanon and Irag, to occupy
Jerusalem and annex Syria’s Golan
Heights, thereby bringing about an
exfremely dangerous situation’ in the
Middle East. We support all efforts
to achieve a fair and lasting peace
in the
Israel’s ending

region on the basis of
its occupation of
all Arab territories and respecting
the fundamen;cal, inalienable na-
tional rights of the Palestinian Arab
people, of whom the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization is the sole ge-
nuine representative, including the
right to establish a State of their
own.

We resolutely support the Libyan
people and Government in their
staunch struggle against the hostile
policy of the US imperialists, to
preserve their sovereignty and na-

tional independence.
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Our people express deep sympa-
thy with, and warm suppert for,
the Namibian and other peoples in
Southern Africa who are fighting
against the domination of South
African racists, independence,
freedom and national equality. We
sternly condemn South Africa’s pi-
ratic attacks against Angola, and
fully support all steps taken by
Angola to deal fitting ripostes at
the aggressors.

for

With deep sympathy, our people
follow the Struggle of the working
classe and labouring people in the
developed capitalist countries. For
over a year now, there has emerged
in almost all countries of Western
Europe, Northern Europe, and in
North America a mass movement
of unprecedented depth, scope and
strength against the Reagan Admin-
istration’s bellicose and interven-
tionist policy which is causing inter-
national tension and making the
situation in Europe extremely dan-
gerous. Recent developments
number of European countries such
as France and Greece have proved
that the banner. of peace, demo-
cracy and social progress has the
ability to rally broad sections of
the working class and labouring
people to the fight, causing State
monopoly capitalism to fall back step
by step, winning partial successes
and creating favourable conditions
for a centinued advance of the
people’s revolutionary cause. Our
people hope that in the coming pe-
riod, the working class and labouring
people’s movement in the' developed
capitalist countries will record big-
ger successes in the struggle for
peace, democracy and socialism.

in a

The Vietnamese people stand for
the establishment of gocod neigh-
bourly relations with ASEAN coun-
tries, which they are always pre-
pared to join in a coordinated
effor: to build Southeast Asia into
a zone of peace and stability. Never-
theless, the relations of Vietnam
and the other Indochinese countries
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with the five ASEAN countries
are now encountering obstacles set
up by Beijing and Washington in
an attempt to seek advantages for
China’s expansionist and hege-
monistic policy and’the US imperial-
ists’ interventionist policy in this
region. The so-called “International
Conference on Kampuchea” stage-
managed by China and the United
States constituted a crude inter-
ference in the internal affairs of an
independeht and sovereign country
with a view to opposing the revival
of the Kampuchean people, and is
a product of the hostile policy pur-
sued by China and the United States
with regard to the three Indochin-
ese countries. We hope that for the
sake of their fundamental interests,
and of peace and security in this
region and elsewhere in the world,
the ASEAN countries will enter into
dialogues with the Indochinese coun-
tries in order to settle problems in
the the two
groups of countries, and eventually
about a Southeast Asia of
peace and stability, friendship and
co-operation.

relations between

bring

The Vietnamese people resolutely
struggle to defeat all aggressive and
annexationist schemes of the Chi-
nese authorities against our coun-

try, but we maintain intact our
friendly sentiments towards the
Chinese people. Maintaining the

policy of friendship and good neigh-~
bourhecod with the Chinese people,
we stand for the restoration of
normal relations between the two
countries on the basis of the prin-
ciples of peaceful coexistence, res-
pect for each other’s independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity,
and settlement of disputes through
negotiations. We have repeatedly
proposed a resumption of the talks
which have been unilaterally sus-
pended by China, but the Chinese
side has adamantly turned down
our proposals. The Chinese leaders
have all along been frenziedly pur-
suing big-nation expansionism and

hegemonism. They have not yet

iven up their scheme of placing
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea into
China’s grip, they regard the three
Indochinese countries as primary
targets for aggression and annexa-
tion on their path of expansion into
Southeast Asia. And now they are
making new steps forward in the
coliusion with the United States for
the purpose of carrying out this
strategic design. That is the real
cause of the increasing tension in
the relations between the two coun-
tries, it is also a factor undermin-
ing peace and stability in Southeast
Asia. The Chinese rulers must bear
full responsibility for the serious
consequences of this situation.

We stand for establishing and
broadening normal relations in the
State, economic, cultural, scientific
and techr{ological fields with all
countries, irrespective of political,
or social system, on the basis of
mutual respect for independence
and sovereignty, equality and mu-
tual benefit. Such relations have
been established between us and -
many countries in Western Europe,
Northern Europe, South America,
and other parts of the world;
with regard to the United States,
our relations have not been
proved due to Washington’s hostile
policy. As a member of the United

Nations,

im-

entertain relations
with many international organiza-
tions under the aegis of the United
Nations Organization.

" we

Our people will forever hold in
high esteem the valuable support
and warm sentiments extended to

us by the peoples and govern-
ments of friendly counfries and
by many international organiza-

tions. We are confident that,din
the future, our countiry’s relations
with the above-mentioned coun-
tries and organizations will be
maintained and further developed
for the sake of peace, friendship
and co-operation among nations.
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ON PARTY BUILDING WORK

Summary of 1he Report presented by Le Duc Tho, Political Bureuw

member, at the

PART ONE

The situation of the Party
since the Fourth National
Congress and the tasks of
Party building work

The strengths and weaknesses in
the Party political leadership are

linked, ideologically and organiza-
tionally, to the strengths and weak-

~ nesses in the Party building work.

We have made considerable ef-
forts in these fields, constantly en-
couraging the Party’s working class
and vanguard character while rais-
ing its leading ability and fighting
capacity. Over the past five years,
Party organizations have held their
assemblies twice. Each time, about
one-third of  Party committee
members have been replaced. The
number of Party committee
members from working-class back-
grounds, experienced in leadership
and management, and trained at
Party schopols has increased. At prov-
'ince and city level Party commit-
tee members with university de-

grees have accounted for 27.7%
(42% in the North, 819% in Hai

Hung province) and at district le-
vel, those graduated from univer-

sity and secondary vocational
schools are 24.6% (32% in the
North),

By issuing Party cards many un-
qualified members have been re-
moved from  the organization.
Meanwhile, through mass move-
ments, the Party has admitted more
than 375,000 people, over 859% of
‘them outstanding members from
the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth
Union. The recruitment of new
members has brought about the
founding of new Party cells: 39,766
created sinc'e the Fourth Congress
out of a total of nearly 150,000 cells
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Fifth Party Congress.

from 35,146 grassroots organizations.

The Party and the State have ac-
tively frained cadres to meet the
requirements of economic and de-
fence tasks. Nearly 100,000 cadres
have been sent to southern prov-
inces and cities, northern border
districts, or abroad on international
tasks. Lately, refresher courses have
been opened to acquaint high and
medium-ranking cadres with new
knowledge in economic management.
In the last five years 340,000
cadres have graduated from secon-
dary vceational schools and univer-
cities.

The system of Party schools at
all levels have Leen extended and
education in political theory
strengthened. The press, radio, tel-
evision, cultural, literary and art-
istic work and other propaganda
means have contributed to strength-
ening the Party’s ideological front.

However, the Party’s ideological
and organizational work in various
fields, particularly in socialist con-
struction, has been very slack in
many aspects.

Ideoclogical work has lacked inci-
civeness, timeliness and combat-
ivity. Education on this new stage
and the struggle between the so-
cialist and capitalist paths has not
been profound and inecisive. Ideol-
ogical work has not succeeded
in making everyboedy fully under-
stand the reactionary nature and
ideology of the Chinese expansion-
ists and hegemonists and of the US
imperialists. Hence there has been
a serious lack of revolutionary vig-
ilance. Moredver, lack of sensi-
tivity, bureaucracy, deep-rooted con-
servatism, moral degradation, loss
of fighting will and lack of unity
have been rampant.

° ness,

Organizational work has alse
been very sluggish in adapting to
the new stage, in catching up with
the situation and tasks and in
building an integrated and strong
organizational structure from the
central level to the grassroots.
The mechanism of leadership by
the Party, mastery by the working
people and management by the
State has not materialised in the
day-to-day activities of Party com-

mittees, public services and mass
organizations in all branches and
af all levels. At present, the organ-
izational structure is weak because
its apparatus is cumbersome, effi-
ciency is low and responsibilities
are not clearly defined. This also
applies to delimitation of function,
responsibility and rights between
the organizations of Party, State
and mass orgenizations, between
high and low level, between mana-
gerial bodies and production, busi-
and professional units, be-
tween the individual and the col-
lectivity.

The bureaucratic administration
of the economy through State sub-

sidies is damaging in many res-
pects: dependence upon others,
irresponsibility, lack of dynamism

in the apparatus and cf initiative
among the masses, leading to bu-
reaucracy and a plethora of per-
sonnel . .

Cadre work is still conservative
and slack in many respects: for-
mation, disposition, recycling, assign-
ment, promotion and remuneration.
A revolutionary and scientific work-
ing style and regulation is still
lacking. The tendency to attend
only to day-to-day business, the
piccemeal and dispersed style of
work, the holding of too many
meetings and red tape are still rife.
Our apparatus is still fraught with
inefficiency and inertia.
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The key tasks of present Party
building work are:

To continue enhancing the Party’s
working class and vanguard
character ;

Strengthening the Party
political, ideological and organiza-
tional fields in order to success-
fully carry out its line ;

Raise the ability and efficiency
of its leadership in socialist con-
struction and national defence, so
that our Party preserves its revo-
lutionary and scientific character,
has a high fighting capacity, is
irreproachable in its conduct and

maintains close ties with the
masses.

in the

The tasks must be linked to the
renovation of the State mechanism
of management, particularly in the
economic and social fields, to pro-
moting the efficiency of the mana-
gement by t1lhe State, and by the
exercise of the working people’'s
right of collective mastery, to en-
sure the all-round development of
society, and the Party’s apt leader-
ship of the two immediate strategic
tasks — socialist building and de-
fence of the socialist Homeland.

PART TWO

How to enhance the quality

of leadership and the fighting
capacity of the Party

A —Firm Ideology

1. Clearly understand the line of
socialist revolution and enhance
the working-class stand in the

struggle between the two paths.

To fulfil this task we must crea-
tively turn to account Marxist-
Leninist theory, the rich experiences
of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and other fraternal Parties
and selectively study the exper-
iences of various countries in the
world. At the same time, we must
pay particular attention to review-
ing the actual situation of our
country, especially in the economic

*
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field. We must struggle against
both empiricism which disregards
theory, and dogmatism which
mechanically applies the exper-
iences of foreign countries.

We must raise the standard of
social, natural and applied
sciences, particularly knowledge of
economic laws and management
for our cadres and Party members
at large. It is essential for
leading and managerial cadres to
study economies and to stimulate
such study in the Party and
among the masses.

We should further enhance the
study of politics, of Marxism-
Leninism and the Party line. In
the assimilation of the Party line
and the organization of its imple-
mentation we must unceasingly
.safeguard collective mastery, build
a steadfast revolutionary stand of
the working class in the struggle
between the two paths, and over-
come rightist and leftist deviations.

2. A firm stand against Chinese
expansionism and hegemonism, US
imperialism and other reactionary
forces, to be ready to defend the
Party and the Homeland.

Maoism, the essence of which
is expansionism and hegemonism,
has turned the Chinese leaders
into renegades of Marxism-Lenin-
ism and the Chinese people, into
cruel and perfidious aggressors
and saboteurs against our country.
The task of ideological work is
to lay bare their vile nature, their
perfidy as well as their Maoist
reactionary ideology and their
present all-round sapping activ-
ities. It is necessary to make it
clear that this struggle is an
arduous, complex, long and in-
transigent one.

We must show everybody
the struggle against the
aggressors and US imperialism is
linked to the struggle between the
two paths in cur country and the
common struggle of the two fra-
ternal

that
Chinesz

Laos and Kam-
puchea, against our common enemy.

countries,

This struggle is also inseparable
from the struggle between socialism
and capitalism on the world scale.
3. Keeping in close touch with
the masses, and with realities, to
combat bureaucracy, subjectivism,
conservatism, maintaining the prin-
ciple of democratic centralism, and
combatting indiscipline, lack of
democracy and irresponsibility.

The present slackness
fields, particularly in economy,
has its - origin in subjectivism,
conservatism and bureaucracy, a

in many

manifestation of alcofness from
the masses in the cenditions of a
ruling Party. There are many

reasons for this but in the case
of unconsciousness, the insufficient
knowledge and studies. In the
economic field, conservatism and
bureaucracy have clearly mani-
fested themselves in the mainte-
nance of a bureaucratic adminis-
tration of the economy through
State subsidies, in policies and
regulations inadapted to the new
requirements of production and
life.

We must struggle against
bureaucracy among cadres and
Party members, especially at the
higher levels. It is necessary 1o
adopt a wof“king style which is
in close touch with the grassroots
and the masses, and works with
the lower levels and the grassroots
in contact with the realities.
Leading cadres of the highest
level, from the Political Bureau,
the Secretariat, the Council of
Ministers and the Commissions
and Ministries must be present
at the “hottest spots”’, the impor-
tant links where problems crop
up in production or daily life at
the grassroots; they must have a
better grasp of the situation in
various regions, particularly in
the South and the highlands, to
provide guidance, elaborate poli-
cies, solve the problems raised by
the grassroots and remove present

constraints and serious obstruc-
tions.

We must remedy the lack of
democracy, first of all in the
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stages of preparing and taking a
decision by the Party’s leading
bodies. At the same time we must
maintain discipline in implementing
the decision taken. It is neces-
sary to consult the lower Ilevels
before taking an important deci-
sion related to economic activity
and life in general.

We must oppose feudal pater-
nalism which is  still prevalent.
Party committees and organs of
control must show firmness and
equity. Party cells and Party
committees must preserve the
purity of the Party, defend the
truth and struggle against all
manifestations of inequify with
regard to cadres.

Inside the Party we must pro-
mote both a real democracy and
an iron discipline and strictly
carry out self-criticism and critic-
ism, from the Central Committes,
the Secretariat, the Party Com-
mittees down to the cells. We
have to work out and perfect the
rules, functions and regulations
on organization, to clearly define

the responsibility of each level,
branch, organization and each
individual.

This task must be done ener-
getically. In 1982-1983 we must
effectively work out the regula-
tions of organization from the
Central Commititee, the Palitical

Bureau, the Secretariat, the
Council of Ministers down to the

basic units, and complete the
defining of ©professional criteria
for the main functions in each
organization.

Inside the Party and in the
State apparatus, discipline must

be equitable without any excep-
tion; rewards must be timely and
fair, discipline must be all the
stricter with regard to high cadres
and Party veterans.

4, Cultivate revolutionery qua-
lities and combat individualism.

Party members must unceas-
ingly struggle for their ideals
even at the price of their life.
They must live a wholesome life

and behave as a model of the
new, socialist person. Recently,
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while the majority imposed self-
denial for the sake of the Par‘ty
and the Homeland, a number of
cadres and Party members debas-
ed themselves — among them high-

and medium - ranking cadres,
Party veterans of the struggle
against the enemy. We must

combat these phenomena. By our
deeds we must refute the erro-
neous argument that bureaucracy
and corruption are diseases
inherent to a ruling Party. We
can perfeetly prevent this state
of affairs by applying the coher-
ent measures the Party has
worked out. We must see to im-
proving economic management,
relying upon the masses to con-
trol the apparatus, promote edu-
cation and strengthen Party and
State control. We must forbid
privileges and prerogatives, pro-
hibit bodies which have materials
and meney at their disposal
from setting up special regula-
tions for them and their cadres.
This must be very strictly super-
vised by Party cells.

It is important . to point out
that each body has the duty tc
help its guilty cadres and Party
members to redress their faults
from the beginning. Party cells
and committees must strictly
fulfil their responsibility by
expelling from the Party those

who bully the masses, embezzle
State funds, accept bribes or
exploit people. This must be

done regardless of the post they
hold, and all measures must be
taken to end this state of affairs.

5, Close ranks and
the unity of the Party.

The Political Bureau
Secretariat will
program of discussions to review
problems needing unanimity and
allow the participants to frankly
express their views. This is
indispensable to strengthen the
unity and oneness of mind inside
the Party and enhance the quality
of Party leadership and must be
done in an organized way. The unity
and oneness of mind inside the
Party requires the entire Party

strengthen

and the

shortly adopt a .

to strictly apply the Party’s prin-
ciple of organization; for the
problems which have led to reso-
lutions there is only one determi-
nation, one wvoice and one act.
No factionalism is allowed inside
the Party:

Some opportunist elements are
banking ‘on the Party’s difficul-
ties to pursue their selfish inte-
rests. We must strengthen Party
discipline and expel such divisive
elements from the Party. We must
struggle against Maoism and
prevent its influence spreading
further into the Party and among
the people. ’

The Central Committee will
guide responsible bodies to study
in a systematic and more com-
plete manner  Maoist thought
to enable cadres, Party members
and the people to clearly under-
stand its anti-Marxist, non-
scientific, fallacious character and

_its reactionary nature in collusion

with US imperialism to oppose
the Soviet Union, the countries of
the socialist community, and the
independence of nations.

6. Strengthen international soli-
darity and inculcate the spirit of
proletarian internationalism among
cadres, Party-members and the
people o

Our Party and people will con-
tinue to strengthen the militant
solidarity and all-sided co-opera-
tion with the Soviet Union as
well as fraternal co-operation
with other countries in the social-
ist community. We must cons-
tantly consolidate and strengthen
the special relations  between
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea.

B — Perfect the organizational
structure and building up the
Party contingent.

1. Strengthen Party ieadership
in close combination with the
promotion of State managerial

efficiency and the working peo-
ple’s collective mastery.
The Party leads the State and

mass organizations through its line,
policies, resolutions and instruc-

tions by the measures of political
education, organization and mo-

tivation for the masses to imple-
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ment these line and policies, by
the control of administrative and
other organizations in the system
of proletarian dictatorship in the
implementation of the Party line,
policies, resolutions and instruc-
tions, and of the State laws.

The main function of the State
is to materialise and institutional-
ise the line and policies of the
Party into State plans, laws, regu-
lations, concrete measures and to
organize their implementation.

It is necessary to put an end to

the confusion of functions be-
tween Pariy oganizations and
State bodies. In the ministries,

there will be a system of one
person in charge, buttressed by a
ministry  council comprising the
minister, vice-ministers, and a few
members (according to State
regulations) and serving mainly
as an advisory council for the
minister.

At regional level, Party
mittees must stop taking upon
themselves too much work, and
stop attending to day-to-day busi-

com-

ness allowing State bodies to
have the initiative in production,
business, organization and mana-

gement of daily life.

Mass organizations whose fune-
tion is to organize, educate and
mobilize the masses in the imple-
mentation of the Party and the
State line and policies, work as
representatives of the masses’
right * to collective mastery. Tt
behoves Party committees from
the central to the grassroots level
to establish a regime of work
with the Party members’ groups
inside the mass organizations.
Each mass organization has to
inform the Party and the State
about the masses’ views and
aspirations. It is necessary to in-
stitute regulaticns compelling
Party and State bodies to answer
the masses about the views the
latter express through the execu-

tive committees of their organi-
zations. Regulations must also be
instituted for the comrades res-
ponsible for the trade unions,
youth and wecmen to take part
and express their views in the
meetings of the Secretariat of

the Party Central Committee, the
standing committees at all levels
when they deal with the launch-
ing of a mass movement or the
work of these organizations.

2. Perfect the organization of
the Central Committee and Party
Committees.

It is necessary to enhance the
quality of the leadership by the
Central Committee over economic

i8

and social affairs and lower the

average age of its members. -1t
should include’ more workers,
women and cadres from ethnic
minorities.

To enhance the quality of
leadership by the Central Com-

mittee and promote the efficiency
of guidance by the Standing
committee of the Council of
Ministers, it is necessary to reduce
the number of Political Bureau
members assuming the functions
of Vice-Chairmen of the Council
of Ministers, to choose rglatively
young comrades with good health
and abilities.

We must radically change the
conception about the composition
of Party Committees at all levels,

regarding Party committeecs as the

places to seek promotions and pri-
vileges or to set up a “coalition”
structure. There are comrades
with many achievements to their
credit who should not run for
Party committee membership for
reasons of health or abilities to
give a chance to new, more pro-
mising comrades.

It is necessary to strengthen the
implementation of Party work and
mass work by provincial, city,
district, city ward Party commit-
tees, by renewing the apportion-

ment of work in the executive
committee and the standing
board, increasing the number of

permanent members
Party work,

in charge ecof
reducing the number
of comrades working with peo-
ple’s committees, and clearly
defining the responsibility of sec-
retaries and deputy secretaries as
regard current affairs. Secretaries
and deputy secretaries must spe-
cifically look after Party work.
Particular attention must be
paid to perfecting city and urban

Party committees. In the first
place, the Party committees of
Hanci, Ho Chi Minh City, Hai-

phong and towns in important in-
dustrial areas.

3. Perfect the organization of
the State apparatus.

The building of a mechanism of
management is a most crucial
problem to strengthen the organ-
ization of the implementation of
the Party resolutions and to raise
the efficiency of State manage-
ments. We must perfect the organ-

ization of general management
bodies, particularly the State
Planning Committee, the system
of economic information, the in-

stitutes of scientific research, the
key 1links in the studies of pro-
grams, plans, draft-laws, policies
and regulations of management in
the ministries in charge of eco-

tees,

nomic and technical sectors. We
must tuild an ever more powerful
army, perfect the security forces
and the bodies ensuring State
legislation (Public Prosecuior’s
Office, Tribunals, Judiciary
bedles..)). We must also adequately
perfect the organization of the
hedies  managing  scientifie, im-
formative, cuitural, sccial, educa-
tional, literary and artistic activ-
ities.

In perfecting
ratus we must

the State appa-
resolutely stream-
ine it and cut down on staff,
particularly the administrative
personnel by getting rid of the
bureaucratic administration of the

economy through State subsidies.
4. Perfect the Party grassroots
organizations.

Our Party advocates the build-
ing of districts into agro-indus-
trial units (or sylvico-agro-indus-
trial units, or piscico — agro-
industrial units) and strongholds
for the  defence of the homeland.
Thus, we have to accelerate the
building of districts in the 1980’s.
According to the oriéntation, in
the five years to come each dis-
trict  ‘must proceed  from  its
rescurces in land, natural
resources, manpower, material and
technical base and hecome a van-
guard district, while the present
pilot districts must reach higher
targets in economy and material
life.

Parallel with the task of build-
ing  districts and consolidating
production bases, attenticn has to
be paid to building and perfecting
the organization of Party cells,
Party Committees of communes
and c¢o-operatives to make them
wholesome and strong.

The ryperfection of the or(famza—
tion of grassrcots Party commit-
and in the first place the
judicious assignment of secretary
and standing members, have a
decisive  impertance upon the
enhancement of the quality of
leadership by the Party grassreots
organization. The Secretariat of
the Central Committee, basing
itself on the number of Party
members and labourers and the
importance of the basic units, will
define a regime for a full-time
secretary. In these places a com-
rade appointed as secretary will
renounce other funections in the
State . apparatus or in the mass
organizations.

5. Improve the combativily and
the vanguard role of Party mem-
bers, and to build a wholesome
and strong Party contingent.

At present, our Party has
1,727,784 Party members. Whate-
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. Wherever the

The delegation of the Hanoi Party Organization.
Photo : VNA
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ver their functions, they must be
communist militants, inspired with
an ideal and acting upon the
Party’s line.

Province and city Party com-
mittees have to control the is-
suing of Party cards and best
guide the review of this work.
issuing of Party
cards has been done unsatisfac-
torily, the Party cell has to meet
to reexamine the work, collect the
suggestions of the masses and
withdraw the cards wrongly issued.
It is necessary to resolutely expel
from the Party all the bad, de-
praved, opportunist, corrupt and
degenerate elements discredited
among the masses. Those whose
fighting will has been blunted and
degraded, who run after selfish
and family interests while neglect-
ing or bungling their tasks must
be expelled from the Party.

To expand the Party ranks is
a work to be done regularly and

timely. We must diligently look
after the recruitment of new
members among the outstanding

elements in the mass movements,
especially workers conscious cf
the Party’s ideal, who have a fair
political, scientific, iechnical and
managerial knowledge. In cities
and industrial areas th® recruit-
ment of new members must be
done mainly among the workers.
We must improve the quality of
cell meetings, strictly apply the
regime of cell meetings. The cell
must be truly the place to thor-
oughly discuss the problems con-
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cerning the Party line, policies
and viewpoints, to assimilate the
Party resolutions and adopt mea-
sures to ensure their application,
to hold discussions about the
viewpoints and principles so as
to defend the Party line and orga-
nization, to temper the. Party
members’ reveolutionary will and
leading capacity.

6. Train, assign and renew the
contingent of key cadres.

It is necessary to have a plan
to train and recycle cadres now
and in the future, not only for
five or ten years but further. We
must build up a big reserve right
from the recruitment of students
for Party schools and universities
to train leading, managerial, eco-
nomic and technical cadres at the
grassroots level.

In the placement and disposi-
tion of cadres, we must resolutely
carry out changes in organization
and  personnel wherever they
clearly fail to fulfil their tasks,
especially in the case of leading
cadres at all levels, in all branches
and in important bodies and
units.

Among the criteria required of
Party and State’s leading and key
cadres at all levels and in all
branches, work efficiency must
be the final yardstick.

It is necessary to take measures
to ally old and new cadres, so as
to lower the still high average
age of key cadres and ensure the
continuity in the building of a

contingent of leading and key
cadres at each level and in each
branch. We must renovate the
method of selecting and administer-
ing cadres. This has to abide by
the following principles: to ensure
the collective leadership and deci-
sion-making of the Party organiza-
tion wvis-a-vis the promotion of
key cadres; strickly apply the prin-
ciple of democratic centralism in
the promotion, selection and sanc-
tion of cadres; link the admin-
istration of cadres to the man-
agement and control of their work;
adopt an objective and serious
attitude in appraising, contacting
and helping cadres timely to de-
velop their strong points and re-
dress their weak points.

7. Build a Leninist style of work
for the Party.

In the first place, we must re-
solutely. renovate the method of
preparing and adopting decisions.
The preparation of decisions must
be based on the study of various
alternatives, the close co-ordination
between responsible bodies at all
levels and in all branches, a broad
application of results of research
by institutes, and a consultation
of knowledgeable people. For new,
complex and particularly impor-
tant problems, it is necessary for
the Political Bureau and the Sec-
retariat to directly lead experi-
ments and adopt decisions on the
basis of their results. We must
make careful preparations so as
to have the necessary arguments
to reach. a unity of mind or to
choose an alternative before tak-
ing a decision. No decision will be
adopted so long as data are not
vet sufficient, the calculation of
efficiency is lacking, or the pro-
cedure of decision-making is not
complied with.

If the study to adopt a decision
is rated one, the organization of
its implementation is rated ten. It
is necessary to have a plan to carry
out a resolution, assigning people,
body and time for its implementa-
tion.

8. Attach great importance to, and
constantly strengthen, the Party’s
control work.

It is necessary to raise the stand-
ard of control work to make it
scientific, opportune, precise and
highly efficient. This is a major
task that Party committees, con-
trol committees and commissions
attached to the Central Committee
must undertake in a planned way.

The Party’s control work must be
closely linked to State’s control and
a network of people's control.
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FOREIGN...

(Continued from page 4)

‘Communist Party of Ban‘gladesh
The Chilean Communist Party

The Congolese Party of Labour

6]

The German Communist Party

The Commission c¢f Organizing the
Party of the Working People of
Ethiopia (COPWE)

The New JEWEL Movement of
Grenada

The Arab Baath Socialist Party
of Iraq

The Iragi Communist Party

The Communist Party of Ttaly

The Revolutionary Vanguard Party
of Madagascar (AREMA)

The Madagascar Independence
Congress Party (AKFM)

The FRELIMO Party

The Communist Party of USA

The South African Communist
Party -

The African National Congress
(ANC) of South Africa

The Sandinista National Liberation
Front of Nicaragua

The Socialist Party of Australia
The Communist Party of Australia
The Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO)

The Communist Party of Finland

The Farabundo Marti Naticnal
Liberation Front of El Salvador
(FMLN)

The Syrian Arab Baath Socialist
Party

The Syrian Communist Party
The Communist Party of Sri Lanka

The Swedish Left Communist
Party

The Swedish Workers Communist
Parly

The Yemeni Socialist Party

The Review “Preblems of Peace
and Socialism”
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MOHAMMAD FARHAD, General Secretary of the Party Central
Committee

JORGE INSUNZA, Political Bureau member of the Party Central
Committee’

PIERRE N'ZE, Political Bureau member of the Party Central
Committee, Minister for Foreign Affairs

KARI, HEINZ SCHROEDER, member of the Presidium and Se-
cretary of the Party Central Committee

KASSAYE ARAGAW, member of the Party Central Committee,
representative of the COPWE in Gojjam region.

JOSEPH EWART LAYNE, member of the Party Central Com-
mittee, first Vice-Minister of National Defence

ABDULLAII FADEL ABBAS, member of the Council of the
Revolutionary Command, member of the Party’s Leadership
RAHIM AJING, member of the Party Central Committee
LUCIANO BARCA, member of the Leadership of the Party
Central Committee '
RADAODY LAURENT, Political Bureau member of the Party
Central Committee

RAKATOMALALA MANAN IGNACE, Political Bureau member
of the Party Central Committee

MARIANO MATSINHE, Political Bureau member of the Party
Central Committee, Minister of the Interior

JAMES WEST, Political Bureau member of the Party Central
Committee

MOSES MABHIDA, General Secretary of the Party Central Com-
mittee

STANLEY MABIZELE, member of the ANC Revolutionary
Council

JACINTO SUAREZ, member of the Front Central Committee,
Nicaraguan Ambassador to the Soviet Union

ALAN MILLER, Secretary of the Party Central Committee
BERNIE TAFT, Co-General Secretary of the Central Committee
SAMED ABU KUWAIK (KADRI), member of the Central Com-
mittee of Al Fatah

ARVO AALTO, member of the Political Bureau of the Party Cen-
tral Committee

SALVADOR CAYETANO CARPIO, member of the FMLN Su-
preme Command, First Commander of .the Farabundo Marti
People’s Liberation Forces

MOHAMED ZUHAIRAF MASHARKA, Deputy ‘General Secretary
of the Party Leadership

DANIEL NOAME, member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee

K.P. DE SILVA, Secretary General of the Central Committee of
the Party

KENNETH KVIST, member of the Political Bureau of the Partly
Central Committee

JOHN TAKMAN, member of the Political Bureau of the Party
Central Committee '

ALI SHAYE HADDI, alternate member of the Political Bureau
of the Party Central Committee, Head of the Party Control Com-
mission ’

LIPKOVITS KAROLY, member of the Review’s Editorial Board
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US SLANDER
00 THE USE
0F TOXIC
CHEMIGALS
iN LADS AED
KAMPUCHEA

On 13 April 1982, a spokesman
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam issued a statement rejecting
recent US allegation about the use
of toxic chemicals by Vietnam in
Laos and Kampuchea. Below is the
full text of the statement :

In his report to the US Congress
in late March US Secretary of State
Alexander Haig again charged Viet-
nam with using Soviet-made toxic
chemicals in Laos and Kampuchea.

It is to be remembered that in
September 1981 the US Secretary
of State himself and all the mouth-
pieces of the US . Government
launched a campaign around the
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so-called use of tokic chemicals in
Afghanistan and Southeast Asia.
The campaign. was designed to op-
pose the Soviet Union, Vietnam,
Laos and the People’s Republic of
Kampuchea, but facts have shown
that it was merely a fabrication.
Progressive

public opinion and

many scientists, including Amer-
ican scientists, have pointed out that
the gevidence produced by the US
Government was
March 15, the PUGWASH confer-
ence in Geneva, attended by scien-
tists from 31 countries, affirmed
that there was no concrete proof
of the use of toxic chemicals as
alleged by the US Government.
Even health experts in a UN “in-
vestigation t{eam” returning from
Southeast Asia and South Asia in
November 1981 and, February 1982
also concluded that there were no
facts to back the US claim about
the use of toxic chemicals in Kam-
puchea and Afghanistan. A num-
ber of persons in this team even
denounced the US for pressuring
fhem into producing false evidence
to suit the US allegations.

The US Government’s intention
In smearing the Soviet Union and
Vietnam is to divert public atten-
tion from its scheme of stepping
up the arms race and the mass
production of chemical and bacte-
riological weapons, delay negotia-
tions for a treaty banning produc-
tion and stockpiling of chemical
weapons, and obstruct disarmament

talks.

groundless. On .

By concocting the story about
the use of Soviet-made toxic chem-
icals in Afghanistan,

Laos, and

Kampuchea, the US Government
also seeks to whitewash its crimes
against the three Indochinese peo-
ples. All people of conscience can
still remember that the US imper-
ial}'sts conducted a large-scale chem-
ical war against the peoples of
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea for
more than ten years. They sprayed
hundreds of thousands of tonnes
of toxic chemicals, killing hundreds
of thousands of people, destroying
hundreds of thousands of hectares
of crop land, with disastrous con-
sequences for the environment, for
many generatipns of Vietnamese,
and for tens of thousands of Amer-
icans who fought in Indochina.
Mankind will remember the US
aggressors’ crimes.

By conducting the biggest chem-
ical war in mankind’s history, and
by trying to repeat this war with
modern means and on a large scale,
the United States has seriously
violated the 1925 Geneva Conven-
tion. The US Government, there-
fore, is not qualified to speak about
justice at all.

The Foreign Ministry of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam once
again completely rejects the US
slander, and demands that the US
Government end its collusion with
the reactionary

Chinese ruling

circle in villifying Vietnam and

the other Indochinese countries.
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Henry Kissinger signed the Paris
Agreement on Vietham in January
1973 with the hope of creating a
“decent interval” between the day
when the United States withdrew
its troops and the day when the
Saigon puppet administration might
face a danger. The “decent inter-
val” having failed to materialize,
between March and May 1975 the
pro-US regimes in the three Indo-
chinese countries successively top-
pled like sand castles: in March the
Spring offensive in Vietnam liber-
ated the Central Highlands stra-
tegic area while the Saigon pup-
pets’ call for help from the US
Congress fell on deaf ears; on 17
April US Ambassador John Dean
had to furl the US flag and leave
Phnom Penh, followed 13 days later
by TUS Ambassador to Saigon,
Graham Martin; in May, the popu-
lation of Vientiane stormed the
USAID building, symbol of US
domination in the land of a Million
Elephants.

Washington’s prestige in South-
east Asia fell to a new low and
friends of the United States worried
whether Uncle Sam had abandoned
them before the rising tide of na-
tionalism in the area.

Weakened bui resolved to
stay

The first act of US diplomacy
in May 1975 was to tranquillize
the pro-Western politicians in the
area. During this tour of Southeast

Asia, Philip Habib, US Assistant
Secretary of State for Southeast

Asia and the Pacific, stated in Sin-
gapore on 30 May 1975 that the
United States would continue to
remain a big power in Asia and
the Pacific, to maintain its commit-
ments in Asia and its military pres-
ence there. In the following months

this morale boosting continued so
that on 6 February 1976 the Malay-
sian Prime Minister was convinced
enough to declare that he did not
think the United States would give
up its role or presence in Asia.
Indeed, although the United States
Government” was compelled, under
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pressure from US and world opin-
ion, to withdraw its troops from
the three Indochinese countries, and
Thailand — and at times thought of
withdrawing its troops from the

whole of mainland Asia including:

South Korea — it still sought every
means to maintain its interests in
this important area. As Richard
Holbrooke, an Assistant Secretary
of State, admitted before the US
House of Representatives on 14
March 1978, Southeast Asia sup-
plies nearly all US needs in copra
and coconut oil, 90% in natural
rubber and 75% in tin; in 1977
the United States bought more than
7 billion dollars worth of goods
from Southeast Asia while selling
about 4 billion; US investments in
the area totalled over 4 billion dol-
lars, bringing much profit to US
capitalists. The numerous, diligent
and gifted local population consti-
tutes a huge labour force for US
companies to carry out their neo-
colonialist policy of setting up as-
sembly and processing plants. This
satisfies to a certain extent the
desire of the native capitalists to
have a share of the cake while seek-
ing to ‘“industrialize” their coun-
try — although all key links, main
industries and sophisticated tech-
niques remain in the United States
or in US hands.

_To ensure direct exploitation of
the Southeast Asian countries the
United States has to keep a tight
grip upon them.

On the military plane, in the
“post-Vietnam” period the United
States has worked out an island
strategy and established an arc-
shaped defence perimeter which
stretches from Japan, Guam through
the Philippines to Diego Garcia in
the Indian Ocean.

The US-Philippine talks, although
affected by a wave of nationalism,
ended in January 1979 in a com=<
promise, with the United States
maintaining its naval base in Su-
bic Bay and its air base in Clark
Field, albeit under Philippine sover-
eignty.

On the political plane, what is
important for the United States
is to keep local administrations
under Washington’s influence, it
being a constant US policy to rally
these governments when necessary.
However, the SEATO military al-
liance was disbanded following a
decision of its Ministerial Council
held in New York on 25 September
1975. ASPAC which included Aus-
tralia and New Zealand (but not
the United States) could no longer
survive in an atmosphere filled
with “post-Vietnam” nationalism.

THE UNITI
AND SOUTHE.
«POST-VIETI

ASEAN is regarded by the United
States as an ideal gathering of pro-
Western countries in the area.
Founded in 1967, the bloc, which
covers 68% of the territory and
72% of the population of Southeast
Asia, suddenly drew great concern
and support from the United States.
The latter also encouraged its alljes
among the developed capitalist
countries, particularly Japan, Aus-

tralia and New Zealand, to strength-
en their relations with ASEAN.

US-ASEAN trade increased rapid-
ly to more than 16 billion dollars
in 1979, accounting for 10% of US
trade with the developing countries
and ranking fifth among US trade
partners. Since 1979 a US-ASEAN
Executive Committee has been
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established to look after economic
and trade co-operation between the
two sides. In 1978 alone, US of-
ficials had three meetings with their
ASEAN counterparts, and in August
1978 a conference at ministerial
level was convened in a pattern
which was to be followed later on.

While pretending 1o respect
ASEAN’s “non-military” stance, the
United States takes great interest
in bcosting the armed forces of
each and every ASEAN country by
supplying them with weapons. US
sales of military equipment and
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weapons to ASEAN zoomed from
1.12 billion dollars between 1970 and
1977 to 2.48 billion between 1977
and 1980. Moreover, mention should
be made of the military agreements
linking the United States with two
particular ASEAN countries: Thai-
land and the Philippines.

“China

Carter the

Card”

plays

All the above-mentioned US de-
ployment is spearheaded at the rev-
clutionary movement in Indochina
in which Vietnam plays a key role.

The rapid collapse of the sub-
servient US regimes in Saigon,
Phnom Penh and Vientiane upset
all Kissinger’s calculations and
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dealt President Ford’s Seéretary of
State a bitter blow.

The day after Saigon was liber-
ated the US Government declared
an embargo against South Vietnam
to complement the one against
North Vietnam. On 26 January 1976
Laos was withdrawn from its list
of “most-favoured nations”, then
on 16 February 1976 the TUnited
Stated announced an economic
blockade against Vietnam and Kam-
puchea. Throughout 1975 and 1976
it used its right of veto in the UN
Security Council to oppose Viet-
nam’s entry into the United Nations
Organization, although all the other
Council members agreed or ab-
stained.

These acts, however, isclated the
United Statés and not Vietnam.
Burma which had had Consulate-
General relations with Vietnam
then established full diplomatic re-
lations (28, May 1975), and on 12
November 1975 Burmese President
Ne Win called on other countries
to help Vietnam, Laos and Kampu-
chea. Those ASEAN countries which
as yet did not have diplomatic re-
lations with Vietnam set up these
relations one after another. Viet-
nam’s four-point policy with South-
east Asian countries put forward
by Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy
Trinh on 5 July 1976 received a
favourable response in Southeast
Asia.

Confronted with the good rela-
tions between Vietnam and other
Southeast Asian countries as well
as many Western countries, US
President Carter, on coming to

power early in 1977, had to soothe

public opinion and declare that one
of his goals was to establish dip-
lomatic relations with Vietnam.
Then he sent a mission led by
Woodecock to Hanoi in March 1977,
and withdrew the veto against
Vietnam’s entry into the United
Nations Organization in September
1977.

Carter, however, refused to re-
pecal the trade embargo against
Vietnam or to comply with Article
21 of the ‘Paris Agreement which

stipulated US contribution to heal
the wounds of war in Vietnam.
The Paris talks in May, June and
December 1977 on the normaliza-
tion of relations between the two
countries also came to nought.

In 1978 Carter’'s foreign policy
became arrogant and hostile to-
wards the Soviet Union. The United
States played the “China card”,
enlarging on the policy begun by
Kissinger and Nixon in 1971-1972
with the signing of the Shanghai
communiqué. Deng Xiaoping’s
return to power in Beijing pro-
vided an
United States to carry out this
policy, because Uncle Sam was
fully aware that Deng was prag-
matic, opposed to the Soviet Union
and keen on befriending the United
States. With regard to Southeast
Asia, a weakened United States
hoped to rely upon China’s ambi-
tions in the area to establish a
new order under joint US-China
domination.

On 11 April 1978 Carter declared
his intention of normalizing rela-
tions between the two countries,
then Brzezinski, the White House
Security Adviser used his influence
to ‘'make it a major move of US
diplomacy.

Late in 1977 the border conflict
between Vietnam and the Pol Pot
clique in Kampuchea was brought
into the open when Pol Pot cut
off diplomatic relations with Viet-
nam. On 8 January 1978 Brzezinski
stated that this conflict was a
“war by proxy”’ between the So-
viet Union and China since Viet-
nam was supperted by the Soviet
Union both politically and militarily,
while Demccratic Kampuchea was
assisted by China politically and
“perhaps militarily” (in fact every-
body knew that Pol Pot’s divi-
sions were set up and equipped
by China).

Only a few months later, China
concocted the story of Hoa people
being ostracized in Vietnam in
order to cut off its aid and with-
draw ‘specialists. Vietnam was dub-
bed a small hegemonist serving a
big hegemonist.
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During 'his visit to China in May
1978 Brzezinski endorsed Beijing’s
policy of opposing any country
seeking world or regional hege-
mony. He also espoused China’s
views on the future of Southeast
Asia and supported its interests in
the area. The two sides agreed fo
normalize their relations on 1
January 1979, naturally "heralding
the failure of the talks on the
normalization of relations between
the United States and Vietnam
which had been resumed in New
York in September 1978. Vietnam
had shown her goodwill by not
putting forward any prerequisite
but a pretext was used to explain
away the volte-face, i.e. Vietnam’s
signing a treaty of friendship and
co-operation with the Soviet Union
on 3 November 1978 and mustering
of Vietnamese troops on the border
with Kampuchea.

An alliance against the
Indochinese countries

The situation in Southeast Asia
evolved rapidly. With US blessing,
China prepared a pincers move-
ment to crush Vietnam militarily :
one prong, Pol Pot’s 19 divisions
from the southwest and the other,
Chinese troops from the north.

To cope with this threat, on the
one hand Vietnam signed a friend-
ship and co-operation f{reaty with
the Soviet Union which includes
Article 6 () and on the other co-
ordinated its actions with the pa-
triotic Kampuchean people to break
Pol Pot's forces, and help the
Kampuchean people liberate them-
selves from genocide.

A new conjuncture appearedin
Southeast Asia with the overthrow
of the Pol Pot regime and the
founding of the People’s Republic
of Kampuchea : the coexistence of
two groups of countries with dif-
fering politico-social regimes — the
ASEAN group and the Indochinese
group. Europe has a similar situa-
tion with two groups of countries,
western and eastern, coexisting
peacefully and co-operating in many
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fields. This is also what the In-
dochinese countries wish for. For
its part, Vietham was glad that in
1978 while Beijing and Washington
flirted, the relations between Viet-
nam and the ASEAN countries
fared very well, particularly with
Prime Midister Pham Van Dong’s
visit to five ASEAN capitals in

September and October 1978.

However, the Chinese rulers '
were most upset when they saw
Kampuchea slip from their

hands, thus losing a bridgehéad to
attack Vietnam and intervene in
other Southeast Asian countries.
In 1979, Deng Xiaoping went to
the United States and Japan, and
declared he would give Vietnam
a lesson. Having found no oppo-
sition there, China launched 600,000
troops against Vietnam on 17
February 1979. The Carter Admin-
istration made a pretence of de-
ploring Beijing’s act, but linked
the Chinese aggression of Vietnam
with the so-called Vietnamese
aggression of Kampuchea, thus in-
sinuating that China’s act was
understandable, and even pardon-
nable.

Collusion between the United
States and China grew. In March
1970 US Vice-President Mondale
visited Beijing and stated that
China would enjoy the “most-
favoured nation” clause. In Jan-

uary 1980 US Defence Secretary -

Brown also visited China and said
that the two countries should ex-
action where

tend “parallel our
interests converge”, adding that
these “parallel acts” would be

applied, to Vietnam.

One of these “parallel acts” was
precisely to bring pressure to bear
upon the ASEAN countries into
ending their friendly relations
with Vietnam. The. United States
was in a very advantageous po-
sition to help China attain this
goal because ASEAN came under
American influence.

Under US-Chinese pressure, Thai-
land adopted an anti-Vietnam
stance in early 1979. It let the Pol
Pot remnant troops and other

Kampuchean reactionaries use its
territory to stage their attacks
against the Kampuchean revolu-
tionary power. Having fled to
Thailand, the Pol Pot remnants
were not disarmed but were re-
supplied with Chinese weapons
through Thai officials. On the
grounds of humanitarian aid the
United States and China demanded
that the relief agencies give half
of their aid to Kampuchean refu-
gees living in Thailand, i.e. mainly
to the Pol Pot remnants and the
refugees picked out to replenish
the Pol Pot troops.

With these forces fattened up in
Thailand, at the beginning of each
rainy season a farce of driving
the Kampuchean refugees home is
staged. In fact Pol Pot troops are
being launched against the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea. Not to
mention the continual raids along

the Kampuchea-Thailand border
with Thai territory as a “sanc-
tuary”.

That the other ASEAN countries

support Thailand’s anti-Vietnam
stance is easy to understand.
ASEAN is in the first place a

political gathering. Its members rely
upon Western countries, particu-
larly the United States, for eco-
nomic and military aid, and have
thus to show political unity when
their patron plays the China card.
Singapore, the most swashbuckling
of them, has another motive: to
attract Western companies reluc-
tant to invest in Thailand for fear
of a possible “Vietnamese aggres-
sion” there.

1979 and 1980 witnessed numer-
ous attempts by China, the United
States and the ASEAN countries
to besmirch and isolate Vietnam
in the international arena: main-
taining Pol Pot's seat at the United
Nations, tabling a motion to de-
mand “the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Kampuchea”... The
United States and China also
pounced on the issue of Vietnam-
ese refugees and charged that hu-
man rights were being flouted in
Vietham...
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