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THE USSR—SRV JOINT SPACE FLIGHT

1. Vietnamese cosmonauts Pham Tuan and Bui Thanh Liem (stand-by) undergoing training.
2. Training in weightlessness.
3. Training for sea landing.

t. Gorbatko and Pham Tuan in a mock-up module.
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CUR MONTHLY
COMMENT

OR more than a vear now the ruling circles in
F Bangkok, who have secretlv colluded with Beij-

ing, the new allv of 11 ashington, which had drag-

ged Thatland into its war of aggression against
Vieinam, have been committing real acts of aggression
against Kampuchea—acts that fit the definition of aggres-
sion as given by the UN General Assembly in 1974.

Thailand has indeed declared that it would adopt a posi-
tion of meutrality in the * armed conflicts” in Kampu-
chea—in fact these are but mopping-up operations that any
government will conduct against pirates or rebels in its
own country. As a neutral partv, Thailand should have
disarmed the remnants of the Pol Pot army and other reac-
tionary Khmer forces who had fled from Kampuchea and
sought refuge in Thailand. It should have put them in
camps far from the front, that is, from the border area, in
conformity with the rgo; The Hague Convention on the
rights and obligations of neutral countries.

Thailand, however. has received all those elements as
“refugees” and fed them with the food provided by inter-
national organizations. This has been confirmed by some
of the latter after investigation, and thev have voiced their
Intention of temporarily stopping that part of their humani-
tarian aid which had been sent through the land frontier
between Thailand and Kampuchea.

Bangkok has authorized the transfer of Chinese weapons
through Thailand’s territory to equip those Khmer elements,
and recruiling operations have been going on under its
benevolent eyes. If the ““ boat people” coming from Viet-
nam to neighbouring countries such as Malaysia or Indo-
nesia have been, as a rule, directed rather rapidly to coun-
tries of final settlement —the United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia, France, etc., Khmer civilian refugees have been
kept indefinitely in camps in Thailand, simply because
Beijing and Washington want to build up in this country
reserves of cannon fodder for use by Pol Pot and other
Kampuchean reactionaries.

Each rainy season, Pol Pot army remnants as well as
new recruits are sent by Thailand inte Kampuchea to
militarily oppose the revolutienary power there. Last
vear, it was the * pushing back” of refugees, the pretext
being Thailand’s inability to shelter them. But the move
was severely condemned by public opinion as running
counter to the principle of ““non refoulement” prescribed
by international conventions on refugees. This vear, a new

farce was mounted — that of ‘“voluntarv repatriation .

(Continued on page 20)



STATEMENT OF THE CONFERENCE OF
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF LAOS, KAMPUCHEA AND VIETNAM

A conference was held in Vientiane on 17 and 18 July 1980 between
Phoune Sipaseuth, Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister of the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic, Keo Chanda, Cabinet Minister representing

the Foreign Minister of the People’s

Republic of Kampuchea, and

Nguyen Co Thach, Foreign Minister of the Socialist Republic of

Vietnam.

The conference_passed a resolution on international problems ard
issued a statement. Following is the full text ot the statement.

cidal Pol Pot—Ieng Sary regime, the Thai ruling

circles while outwardly claiming to be neutral in

the Kampuchean problem, have in fact acted in
collusion with the Chinese expansionists and the US imperi-
alists, and allowed their henchmen, the Pol Pot clique and
other Khmer reactionaries, to use Thai territory as a
sanctuary for training and re-equipping and a staging
base for  disruptive and subversive activities against the
People's Republic of Kampuchea. The Thai ruling circles
have pursued a systematic policy of creating tensions
along the border between the two countries, violating the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kampuchea. The
People’s Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, persistently
pursuing a policy of peace, friendship and cooperation,
has shown the utmost restraint. But the Thai ruling circles
have tncreasingly pushed ahead, and brazenly interfered
in the internal affairs of Kampuchea.

f :INCE the Kampuchean people overthrew the geno-

The so-called ** voluntary repatriation”. a series of armed
provocations started by the Thai side along the Thailand—
Kampuchea  border ~ since mid-june 1950, the cam-
paign to slanderously accuse Vietnam of *“aggression
against Thailand "', the intrusion of bandit groups and T hat
patrol forces into Lao territory on 14 and 15 June, and
Thailand’s unilateral decisionto close the whole border with
Laos show that a number of people in the Thai ruling
circles are making a further step along the dangerous path
of following the United States and colluding with China
against the three Indochinese peoples, contrary to the true
interests of the That people and those of peace and stability
in this region.

The creation of a tense situation along the Kampuchea—
Thailand border at present is part and parcel of a
wicked overall scheme of the reactionarv ruling circles in
China to collude with the United States against the
three Indochinese peoples. The same circles are pinning
great illusory hopes om the current rainy season, and
trying through Thailand to pit remnants of the Pol Pot
troops and other Khmer reactionaries against the Kam-
puchean revolution in an attempt to reverse the situation
in their favour, maintain the Pol Pot clique’s seat at the
United ~ Nations, bring abeut dissension between the
ASEAN and the Indochinese countries, and to undermine
peace and stability in Southeast Asia. They have inlensi-
fied armed provocations and violations of Vietnam's
territorial sovereignty onm land. in the air and on the
sea, delayed the opening of the third round of Vietnam—
China talks, and attempted to foment disturbances within

Vietnam itself. They have increased threat and intimi-
dation against Laos, attempting to foment disturbances
in that country.

Just as the colonialists and the US imperialists waged wars
against the three Indochinese peoples under the pretext of
opposing aggression, the Beijing reactionaries are colluding
with the US imperialists under the signboard of protecting
Thailand’s securily and are loudly levelling al Vietnam
slanderous charges of ‘‘aggression against Thailand”,
actually for the purpose of covering up their own criminal
design. China’s perfidious policy “is ‘ta turn the problem
between Kampuchea. Laos and Vietnam with China into
one between the three countries and Thailand, to pit the
ASEAN countries against the Indochinese couniries in
order to weaken the latter. destabilize the former, thereby
facilitating Beijing’s expansionist and hegemonistic design in
Southeast Asia and endangering peace and security in Asia
and the world. The Chinese schemes have met with failure
and are doomed to total failure. The situation in Kam-
puchea isirreversible. The People’s Revolutionary Council
of Kampuchea. the sole genuine and legal representative
of the Kampuchean people and the manager of all affairs
of the country. has been recognized by many countries and
patriotic movements in the world. The decision of the
Republic of India, a great country in Asia which plavs
an important role in the Non-Aligned Movement and in
the world, to formally recognize the People’s Revolution-
ary Council “of Kampuchea constitutes a precious support
for the struggle of the people of Kampuchea and other
Indochinese countries and a positive contribution to the
maintenance of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The
militant solidarity among the peoples of the three Indochin-
ese countries who enjov the strong support of the Soviet
Union, the other fraternal socialist countries, the friendly
countries, and peace-loving peaple in the world, is becoming
increasingly stronger. The three Indochinese peoples who
have undergone the most severe tesls are sure to overcome
all difficulties and hardships, and successfully defend the
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and peaceful
construction of their respective countries.

The development of the situation in_ the region has
confirmed that the understanding of, and respect for each
other’s legitimale interests and the principle of peaceful
coexistence between the Indochinese and the ASEAN coun-
tries constitute an extremely important factor for peace
and stability in Southeast Asia. In this spirit, Laos, Kam-
puchea and Vietnam reaffirm their desire to promote durable
relations of friendship and cooperation with the other
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Southeast Asian countries on the principles of respect for
each other’s independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity
and  political system. non-interference in each other’s

internal affatrs and settling disputes through peaceful
negotiations.

1. Renewing their fundamental proposals as set forth in
the Joint Communiqué of the Conference of Foreign Minis-
ters of Kampuchea, Laos and Vietnam, held in Phnom Penh
on 5 January 1980, the Conference proposed:

a) To sign bilateral or multilateral treaties between
Laos. Kampuchea, Vieinam and Thailand pledging non-
aggression, non-interference in each other’s internal affairs
-and refusal 1o allow any other country to use one’s territory
as a base against the other counirv or countries.

b) To sign bilateral treaties of nom-aggression and
peaceful co-existence between the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, the Socialist
Reputlic of Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries.

¢) The Indochinese countries are prepared to discuss
with the other countries in the region the establishment of
a Southeast Asian region of peace and stability and to
peacefully setile together disputes in the East Sea.

2. The Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam affirm that the Kampuchean
people’s resolute action to completely wipe out the Pol
Pot clique and the other Khmer reactionaries belongs to
the sovereignty of Kampuchea. The People’s Republic of
Kampuchea respects the sovereignty and territorial inte-
grity of Thailand, but this does not mean that the Thai
authorities may arrogate to themselves the right to inter-
fere in the inlernal affairs of Kampuchea, and violate its
sovereignty and territorial integrity without being resolu-
tely repuffed. The Governments and peoples of Laos and
Vietnam fully support that sacred right to self-defence of
the Kampuchean people.

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam fully support the following four-point
proposal of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea aimed at
easing tension and proceeding to turn the Kampuchea—T hai-
land border in: . one of peace and friendship :

a) Kampucl-a and Thailand undertake to preserve peace
and stability ‘in the border areas, to refrain from using
border areas us springboards to violate each other’s sover-
eignty.

To establish a demilitarized zome in the border areas
between the two countries, to set up a Joint commission lo
implement agreements guaranteeing peace and stability in
the bo;dpr areas, and to agree upon a form of international
control.

b) Kampuchea and Thailand shall cooperate with each
other and with international organizations to find a proper
solution to the refugee problem in order to alleviate
Thailand’s burden and contribute to ensuring peace and
stability in the border areas between the two countries. To
give all facilities to the Kampuchean refugees in Thailand
to resettle in other countries in accordance with their
wishes. To negotiate a settlement of the question of repa-
triation of the Kampuchean refugees in Thailand. The
refugee camps should be established far from the border to
avoid border clashes.

In keeping with the provisions of international law on
the status of neutrals,” the armed Khmers belonging to
the Pol Pot cliqgue and other reactionary forces who hacve

fled to Thailand must be disarmed and regrouped into
separate camps far from combat areas. They must not be
regarded as refugees and must not be allowed to return to
Kampuchea to oppose the Kampuchean people.

¢) The People’s Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea
is prepared to discuss with international ~humanitarian
organizations so that relief work mav be carried out in
Kampuchea in the most effective way on the basis of respect
Jor the independence and sovereigniy of Kampuchea.

— Humanitarian aid must not be used as a means to
induce Kampucheans to leave their country and become
refugees, and to deprive border arcas of peace and stabi-
lity. Humanitarian aid must not be used to feed armed
Khmers belonging to the Pol Pot cliqgue and other reaction-
ary forces having fled to Thailand.

—.Aid to the Kampuchean people in Kampuchea must be
distributed on Kampuchean territory, and not on Thai
territory.

— The transportation of aid to Kampuchea must be sub-
Jject to an agreement between the inlernational organiza-
tions and the Kampuchean adminisiration.

d) In order to solve the relevant questions between Kam-
puchea and Thailand. negotiations could be conducted
directlv between the governments or between non-govern-
mental organizations of Kampuchea and Thailand, or
indirectlv through a country representing Kampuchea and
another representing Thailand, or through intermediaries
to be agreed upon between the two sides.

The agreements and understandings reached between the
parties on the above questions could be confirmed and their
implementation guaranteed at an internatlional conference
or some form of international guarantee could be agreed
upon.

3. The Foreign Ministers of Laos, Kampuchea and
Vietnam sternly condemned ultra-rightist reactionary groups
in the Thai ruling circles for allowing bandit groups and
Thai patrol forces to brazenly intrude inio Lao territory
to foment disturbances, and for unilaterally closing the
entire Thailand—Laos border,” thereby straining the rela-
tions between the two countries, seriously violating the
agreed provisions of the Lao—Thai Joint Statéements of
January and April 1979. This actionis part of the general
design_of the reactionary Beijing rulers who are colluding
with the US imperialists against the three Indochinese
countries.” The Thai reactionaries’ pursuit of a hostile
policy sabotaging Lao—Thai relations runs completely
counter to the aspirations and interests of the two peoples
and is detrimental to peace and stability in Southeast Asia.
The Thai side must be held fully responsible for the deter-
ioration in the Thailand-Laos relations.

The People’s Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam fully support the fraternal Lao people
in their determination 1o defend their sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity ; they fully support the correct foreign
policy and the unswerving goodwill of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic which has made persistent efforts to
develop good-neighbourly relations with Thailand and
scrupulously carried out the commiiments mentioned in the
Lao-Thai = Statements ; they firmly demand that the
Thai side stop its hostile actions against the Lao people
and scrupulously implement the agreed provisions, includ-

(Continued on page 5)
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1980 (Moscow time) or oL

3. 03 hrs on 24 July 1980
(Hanoi time) the Soviet Union
successfully launched into orbit
the Soyuz-37 spaceship trom the
Baikonur cosmodrome.

& T 2133. 03 hrs on 23 July

The international crew includes
the commander of the ship, pilot-
cosmonaut Victor  Vasilievitch
Gorbatko, twice Heroof the Soviet
Union, and cosmonaut-researcher
Pham Tuan, Hero of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam.

Under the flight programme the
Soyuz-37 will dock with the Salyut-
6 — Soyuz-36 orbital complex, and
will conduct a series of scientific
researches and experiments for
peaceful purposes

The joint flight of the Soviet and
Vietnamese cosmonauts is a bril-
liant expression of the friendship
and allround cooperation between
the two countries.

To the entire Vietnamese people,
this flight is a historic event of
great political, scientific and econo-
mic significance. It takes place in
1980 — the year of the soth found-
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THE FIRST VIETNAMESE

Photo :

ing anniversary of the Communist
Party of Vietnam, the 335th Na-
tional Day of the SRV and the goth
birth anniversary of President Ho
Chi Minh.

This space flight demonstrates
the intellectual power of the Viet-
namese people. Thirty-five years
ago they still lived in slavery and
were mostly illiterate but now
they have proved capable of
scaling the peaks of science thanks
to the assistance of the Soviet
TUnion and the other countries in
the socialist community.

>

S8 C¢
tar City on the outskirts of Mos-
ow before the joint space flight of
an international crew composed of
two cosmonauts, a Russian and a
Vietnamese, aboard the Sovuz-
37 spaceship.

3/

press conference was held in
i

At this press conference, Lieute-
nant General V.A.Shatalov, deputy
commander of the cosmonaut
training centre named after Yuri
A Gagarin, reported that the crew

A press conference of the cosmonauts at Star City

THE TRUNG — TRAN DUNG

had satisfactorily completed the
training programme in both theory
and practice. Soviet cosmonaut Vic-
tor Vasilievitch Gorbakto, who
has already flown into space
twice, will conduct new scientific
experiments and provide coordi-
nation and guidance for his com-
panion, Lieutenant Colonel Pham
Tuan. To further highlight the
excellent results of the training,
another deputy commander of the
centre, Major General A. Nicolaiev,
reported that both V.V. Gorbatko
and Pham Tuan had obtained five
marks — the highest mark —in all
subjects, in both theory and
practice

Asked about the mission of this
joint Vietnam — Soviet flight, So-
viet cosmonaut, Colonel V.V. Gor-
batko, commancer of the ship, said
they would conduct a comprehen-
sive programme of studies and
experiments in various fields of
medicine, bio'ogy and physics. In
their programme of survey of the
earth surtace they will take more
photographs of the earth by means
of the MKF-6M multispectral
camera, co-produced by the Ger-
man Democratic Republic and the

VIETNAM COURIER




COSMONAUT
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USSR. Colonel Gorbatko said that
the Soyuz-37 space craft will dock
with the Salyut-6 —Soyuz-36 orbi-
tal coraplex then, together with
the other Soviet~c¢osmonauts who

have been working in the complex,

they will continue their research
and experiments under the Inter-
cosmos programme. For its part,
Vietnam  has submitted its
own programme of research and
experimentation such as the Ha
Long experiments ; the experiments
on tropical plants, on bio-medecine
and on specimens ot azolla pinnata .
the photographing of Vietnam’s
territory for the exploration of its
natural resources... In all, the crew
will carry out 24 scientific and
technological experiments while
in orbit

About the difficulties encounter-

IN SPACE

from everyday spokenRussian. The
abbreviations, for instance, are
unintelligible even to ordinary
Russians. For the Vietnamese pilot
this was twice as difficult. Never-
theless, Pham Tuan has gained
perfect knowledge of all subjects :
space navigation, celestial mecha-
nics, structure of spaceships and
booster rockets. He has also satis-
factorily completed the training
programme in a simulator space
craft as well as with special and
general training apparatuses.”

Pham Tuan confided that his
selection as the first Vietnamese
to go into space came to him as a
complete surprise. When he joined
the army in 1965 he was deemed
not physically fit enough to be-
come a jet fighter pilot and conse-
quently was sent to a school for
ground crews. However, thanks to

candidate cosmonauts from the
fraternal socialist countries. The
Soviet Party and Government have
also cared for every detail of the
cosmonauts’ life with their families
in Star City.

The first Vietnamese cosmonaut
then brought out the great signifi-
cance of this flight in the present
conditions of Vietnam which has
just victoriously emerged from
more than thirty years of conti-
nuous fight against foreign aggres-
sion, and is now engaged in social-
ist construction and national de-
fence. Thanks to Soviet assistance
Vietnam is the first developing
country to join the astronauts’
“club”. He said the other develop-
ing countries and non-aligned
countries will not regard this as a
success for Vietnam and the Soviet

ed and the successes achieved by
the first Vietnamese cosmonaut,
the flight commander said, “Lieute-
nant Colonel Pham Tuan joined
the training centre only in April
1979 but he has proved a very able
cosmonaut, intelligent, modest and
hard working. He has quickly
mastered the technique of cosmic
flight in spite of the language bar-
rier. It should be noted that cos-
mic terminology is quite different

persevering training, he was even-
tually recognized physically fit for
piloting jet aircraft.

He said the experience he had
gained in training and particularly L :
in combat was an invaluable help Will be cooperation not only
to him in cosmic flight training.

Asked about Soviet assistance to
his historic flight,
lonel Pham Tuan said the Soviet in the conquest of space for
Union had created the best training
conditions for him and many other

Unjon alone but as a common
success of mankind in scientific
research.

He said he hoped that in future
interplanetary manned flights there

among the socialist countries but
also among all countries. This
cooperation, he added, will
Lieutenant Co- increase man’s potential abilities
peaceful purposes and for the
interests of the whole of mankind.

STATEMENT OF...

(Continued from page 3)

ing those related to the border between the two countries,
with a view to normalizing relations between Laos and

T hailand.

4. The Foreign Ministers of Vietnam, Kampuchea and
Laos strongly condemn the “reactionary Beijing ruling
circles who are stepping up anti-Vietnam activities, increas-
ing armed provocation and violations of Vietnam’s territo-
rial sovereignty on land. in the air and on the sea, threaten-
ing aggression and attempting to cause violent disturbances
within Vietnam and stubbornly and unilaterally delaving

the third round of Vieinam—China talks. -

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea fully support the fraternal Viet-
namese people’s just and resolute struggle to defend their
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrily, a
struggle bound to end in victory; they support the correct

No.8 — 1980

position and goodwill of the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam which seeks to settle through negotia~
tions the problems in the relations between Vietnam and
Uhina in keeping with the aspirations and interesis of the
two  peoples, thus contributing to the defence of peace
and stability in Asia and the world ; they demand that the
Chinese authorities put an immediate end to all hostile
schemes and acts against Vietnam and agree to an early
holding of the third round of Vietnam—China talks as
repeatedly proposed by Vietnam.

This Statement affirms once again the correct position
of thz Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam, resolved to defend the independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of their respective country, and
their wish 1o contribute to the maintenance of peace and
stabilitv in Southeast Asia and the world. The three
countries are firmly confident that now as before, this
position will enjoy ihe understanding, approval and strong
support of the peoples uf the world.

Vientiane, 18 July 1980




ned flight into space.

— Joint space flight between
Czechoslovakia : 2 March 1978.

27 June 1978.

public : 26 August 1978.

— Joint space flight between
Bulgaria : 10 April 1979.

— Joint space flight between
Hungary: 26 May 1980.

— Joint space flight between the
nam : 23 July 1980.

VIETNAM, THE 7th SOCIALIST COUNTRY
TO SEND A MAN INTO SPACE

— Soviet Union: On 12 April 1961, Yuri A. Gagarin made the first man-

— Joint space flight between the USSR and the People’s Republic of Poland :

— Joint space flight between the USSR and the German Democratic Re-

the USSR and the Socialist Republic of

the USSR and the People’s Republic of
the USSR and the People’s Republic of

USSR and the Socialist Republic of Viet-

Pham Tuan was bornon 14 February 1947 into a peasant

family in Quoc Tuan commune, Kien Xuong district, Thai

Binh province, the rice granary of the Red River Delta.

In his childhood, Pham Tuan was an excellent schoolboy
with good mora! qualities. In 1963 he was admitted to the
Ho Chi Mink Communist Y outh Union.

In September 1965 he foined the Vietnam People’s Army.
After some time he was admitted to the Air Force. After-
wards he was sent to study in the Soviet Unien and in
May 1965 graduated from the Air Force Technical School

of the Soviet Union

6

Back in the countrv, Pham Tuan was promoted second
lieutenant and became a jet fighter pilot in the Red Star
Regiment.

In November 1968 he was admitted to the Communist
Party of Vietnam.

In the fight against the brutal air war of destruction
waged by the United States, Pham Tuan proved himself
an excellent, resourceful and courageous pilot and was
credited with downing many US aircraft. In particular,
he shot down a B.52 strategic bomber in late December
1972 when the Americans launched an air blitz against

Hanoi and Haiphong.

In 1976 Pham Tuan was made deputy commander of the
Red Star Regiment and promoted to the rank of major.

In 1978 he was sent to study at the Yuri Gagarin Cos-
monaut Training Centre in the Secviet Union. He was
promoted Lieutenant Colonel in the same year

In April 1979 he became one of the Vielnamese pilots
chosen to take part in joint Soviet—Vielnamese space
flights.

Pham Tuan has been made a Hero of the People’s Armed
Forces by the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam and has received many army decorations.

He is married and has a four-vear-old daughter.

VIETNAM COURIER







	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf

