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OUR MONTHLY 

T COMMENT 

•m^OR more than a year nou. the ruling circles in 
§-i Bangkok, who have secretly colluded with Beij-

ing, the new ally of Washington, ivhich had drag­
ged Thailand into its -uar of aggression against 

Vietnam, have been committing real acts of aggression 
against Kampuchea-acts that fit the definition of aggres­
sion af given by the UN General Asse?nbly in lyj-t. 

Thailand has indeed declared that it would adopt j posi­
tion of neutrality in the "armed conflicts" in Kampu­
chea—in fact these are but mopping-up operations that any 
government will conduct against pirates or rebels in its 
own country. As a neutral party, Thailand should have 
disarmed the remnants of the Pol Pot armv and other reac­
tionary Khmer forces who had fled from Kampuchea and 
sought refuge in Thailand. It should have put them in 
camps far from the front, that is, from the border area, in 
conformity with the igoj The Hague Contention on the 
rights and obligations of neutral countries. 

Thailand, however, has received all those elements as 
" refugees " and fed them with the food provided by inter­
national organizations. This has been confirmed by some 
of the latter after investigation, and they have voiced their 
intention of temporarily stopping that part of their humani­
tarian aid which had been sent through the land frontier 
between Thailand and Kampuchea. 

Bangkok has authorized the transfer of Chinese zveapons 
through Thailand's territory to equip those Khmer elements, 
and recruiting operations have been going on under its 
benevolent eyes. If the " boat people " coming from Viet­
nam to neighbouring countries such as Malaysia or Indo­
nesia have been, as a rule, directed rather rapidly to coun­
tries of final settlement — the United States, Canada, Aus­
tralia, France, etc., Khmer civilian refugees have been 
kept indefinitely in camps in Thailand, simply because 
Beijing and Washington want to build up in this country 
reserves of cannon f odder for use by Pol Pot and other 
Kampuchean reactionaries. 

Each rainy season, Pol Pot army remnants as well as 
new recruits are sent by Thailand into Kampuchea to 
militarily oppose the revolutionary power there. Last 
\ear, it was the "pushing back" of refugees, the pretext 
being Thailand's inability to shelter them. But the move 
was severely condemned by public opinion as running 
counter to the principle of " non refoulement " prescribed 
by international conventions on refugees. This year, a new 

farce was mounted - that of " voluntary repatriation ". 

( C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 20) 
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STATEMENT OF THE CONFERENCE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF LAOS, KAMPUCHEA AND 

OF 
VIETNAM 

A c o n f e r e n c e w a s h e l d i n V i e n t i a n e o n 17 a n d 18 J u l y 1 9 8 0 b e t w e e n 
P h o u n e S i p a s e u t h , V i c e - P r e m i e r a n d F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r o f t h e L a o P e o ­
p l e ' s D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , K e o C h a n d a , C a b i n e t M i n i s t e r r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f K a m p u c h e a , a n d 
N g u y e n C o T h a c h , F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r o f t h e S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c o f 
V i e t n a m . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o ' o l e m s a r _ d 
i s s u e d a s t a t e m e n t . F o l l o w i n g i s t h e f u l l t e x t o f t h e s t a t e m e n t . 

INCE the Kampuchean people overthrezi- the geno-
^ cidal Pol Pot~Ieng Sary regime, the Thai ruling 

circles while outwardly claiming to he neutral in 
the Kampuchean problem, have in fact acted in 

collusion with the Chinese expansionists and the US imperi­
alists, and allowed their henchmen, the Pol Pot clique and 
other Khmer reactionaries, to use Thai territory as a 
sanctuary for training and re-equipping and a staging 
base for disruptive and subversive activities against the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea. The Thai ruling circles 
have pursued a systematic policy of creating tensions 
along the border between the two countries, violating the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kampuchea. The 
People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, persistently 
pursuing a policy of peace, friendship and cooperation, 
has shoiun the utmost restraint. But the Thai ruling circles 
have increasingly pushed ahead, and brazenly interfered 
in the internal affairs of Kampuchea. 

The so-called " voluntary repatriation ", a series of armed 
provocations started by the Thai side along the Thailand-
Kampuchea border since mid-June igSo, the cam­
paign to slanderously accuse Vietnam of " aggression 
against Thailand", the intrusion of bandit groups and Thai 
patrol forces into Lao territory on i4 and 75 June, and 
Thailand's unilateral decisionto close the whole border with 
Laos show that a number of people in the Thai ruling 
circles are making a further step along the dangerous path 
of following the United States and colluding "with China 
against the three Indochinese peoples, contrary to the true 
interests of the Thai people and those of peace and stability 
in this region. 

The creation of a tense situation along the Kampuchea-
Thailand border at present is part and parcel of a 
wicked overall scheme of the reactionary ruling circles in 
China to collude with the United States against the 
three Indochinese peoples. The same circles are pinning 
great illusory hopes on the current rainy season, and 
trying through Thailand to pit remnants 'of the Pol Pot 
troops and other Khmer reactionaries against the Kam­
puchean revolution in an attempt to reverse the situation 
in their favour, maintain the Pol Pot clique's seat at the 
United Nations, bring about dissension between the 
ASEAN and the Indochinese countries, and to undermine 
peace and stability in Southeast Asia. They have intensi­
fied armed provocations and violations of Vietnam's 
territorial sovereignty on land, in the air and on the 
sea, delayed the opening of the third round of Vietnam-
China talks, and attempted to foment disturbances within 
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Vietnam itself. They have increased threat and intimi­
dation against Laos, attempting to foment disturbances 
in that country. 

Just as the colonialists and the US imperialists waged wars 
against the three Indochinese peoples under the pretext of 
opposing aggression, the Beijing reactionaries are colluding 
with the US imperialists under the signboard of protecting 
Thailand's security and are loudly levelling at Vietnam 
slanderous charges of "aggression against Thailand", 
actually for the purpose of covering up their own criminal 
design. China's perfidious policy is to turn the problem 
between Kampuchea. lao^ and Vietnam with China into 
one between the three countries and Thailand, to pit the 
ASEAN countries against the Indochinese countries in 
order to weaken the latter, destabilize the former, thereby 

facilitating Beijing's expansionist and hegemonistic design in 
Southeast Asia and endangering peace and security in Asia 
and the world. The Chinese schemes have met with failure 
and are doomed to total failure. The situation in Kam­
puchea is irreversible. The People's Revolutionary Council 
of Kampuchea, the sole genuine and legal representative 
of the Kampuchean people and the manager of all affairs 
of the country, has been recognized by many countries and 
patriotic movements in the world. The decision of the 
Republic of India, a great country in Asia which plays 
an important role in the Non-Aligned Movement and in 
the world, to formally rtcognize the People's Revolution­
ary Council of Kanipuc'nea constitutes a precious support 

for the struggle of the people of Kampuchea and other 
Indochinese countries and a positive contribution to the 
maintenance of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The 
militant solidarity among the peoples of the three Indochin­
ese countries who enjoy the strong support of the Soviet 
Union, the other fraternal socialist countries, the friendly 
countries, and peace-loving people in the world, is becoming 
increasingly stronger. The three Indochinese peoples who 
have undergone tHe most severe tests are sure to overcome 
all difficulties and hardships, and successfully defend the 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and peaceful 
construction of their respective countries. 

The developm.ent of the situation in the region has 
confirmed that the understanding of, and respect for each 
other's legitimate interests and the principle of peaceful 
coexistence between the Indochinese and the ASEAN coun­
tries constitute an extremely important factor for peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia. In this spirit, Laos, Kam­
puchea and Vietnam reaffirm their desire to promote durable 
relations of friendship and cooperation with the other 
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Southeast Asian countries on the principles of respect for 
each other's independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and political system, non-interference in each other's 
internal affairs and settling disputes through peaceful 
negotiations. 

1. Renewing their fundamental proposals as set forth in 
the Joint Communique of the Conference of Foreign Minis­
ters of Kampuchea. Laos and Vietnam, held in Phnom Penh 
on ^January igHo, the Conference proposed: 

a) To sign bilateral or multilateral treaties between 
Laos. Kampuchea, Vietnam and Thailand pledging non-
aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs 
and refusal to allow any other country to use one's territory 
as a base against the other country or countries. 

bj To sign bilateral treaties of non-aggrPTsrm and 
peaceful co-existence between the Lao People's Democratic 
Re public, the People's Republic of Kampuchea, the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries. 

c) The Indochinese countries are prepared to discuss 
•with the other countries in the region the establishment of 
a Southeast Asian region of peace and stability and to 
peacefully settle together disputes in the East S'ea. 

2. The Lao People's Democratic Republic and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam affirm that the Kampuchean 
people's resolute action to completely wipe out the Pol 
Pot clique and the other Khmer reactionaries belongs to 
the sovereignty of Kampuchea. The People's Republic of 
Kampuchea respects the sovereignty and territorial inte­
grity of Thailand, but this does not mean that the Thai 
authorities may arrogate to themsehes the right to inter­
fere in the internal affairs of Kampuchea, and violate its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 'without being resolu­
tely rebuffed. The Governments and peoples of Laos and 
Vietnam fully support that sacred right to self-defence of 
the Kampuchean people. 

The Lao People's Democratic Republic and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam fully support the following four-point 
proposal of the People's Republic of Kampuchea aimed at 
easing tension ivdproceeding to turn the Kampuchea—Thai­
land border if • one of peace and friendship: 

a) Kampuch a and Thailand undertake to preserve peace 
and stability in the border areas, to refrain from using 
border areas ,:s springboards to violate each other's sover­
eignty. 

To establish a demilitarized zone in the border areas 
between the two countries, to set up a joint commission to 
implement agreements guaranteeing peace and stability in 
the border areas, and to agree upon a form of international 
control. 

bj Kampuchea and Thailand shall cooperate with each 
other and with international organizations to find a proper 
solution to the refugee problem in order to alleviate 
Thailand's burden and contribute to ensuring peace and 
stability in the border areas between the two countries. To 
give all facilities to the Kampuchean refugees in Thailand 
to resettle in other countries in accordance with their 
wishes. To negotiate a settlement of the question of repa­
triation of the Kampuchean refugees in Thailand. The 
refugee camps should be established far from the border to 
avoid border clashes. 

In keeping with the provisions of international law on 
the status of neutrals, the armed Khmers belonging to 
the Pol Pot clique and other reactionary forces: 'wRo have, 

fled to Thailand must be disarmed and regrouped into 
separate camps far from combat areas. They must not be 
regarded as refugees and must not be allowed to return to 
Kampuchea to oppose the Kampuchean people. 

c) The People s Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea 
is prepared to discuss with international humanitarian 
organizations so that relief work may be carried out in 
Kampuchea in the most effective way on the basis of respect 

for the independence and sovereignty of Kampuchea. 

— Humanitarian aid must not be used as a means to 
induce Kampuchcans to leave their country and become 
refugees, and to deprive border areas of peace and stabi­
lity. Humanitarian aid must not be used to feed armed 
Khmers belonging to the Pol Pot clique and other reaction­
ary forces having fled to Thailand. 

— Aid to the Kampuchean people in Kampuchea must be 
distributed on Kampuchean territory, and not on Thai 
territory. 

— The transportation of aid to Kampuchea must be sub­
ject to an agreement between the international organiza­
tions and the Kampuchean administration. 

d) In order to solve the relevant questions between Kam­
puchea and Thailand, negotiations could be conducted 
directly between the governments or between non-govern­
mental organizations of Kampuchea and Thailand, or 
indirectly through a country representing Kampuchea and 
another representing Thailand, or through intermediaries 
to be agreed upon between the two sides. 

The agreements and understandings reached between the 
parties on the above questions could be confirmed and their 
implementation guaranteed at an international conference 
or some form of international guarantee could be agreed 
upon. 

J . The Foreign Ministers of Laos, Kampuchea and 
Vietnam sternly condemned ultra-rightist reactionary groups 
in the Thai ruling circles for allowing bandit groups and 
Thai patrol forces to brazenly intrude into Lao territory 
to foment disturbances, and for unilaterally closing the 
entire Thailand—Laos border, thereby straining the rela­
tions between the two countries, seriously violating the 
agreed provisions of the Lao—Thai Joint Statements of 
January and April This action is part of the general 
design of the reactionary Beijing rulers who are colluding 
with the US imperialists against the three Indochinese 
countries. The Thai reactionaries' pursuit of a hostile 
policy sabotaging Lao—Thai relations runs completely 
counter to the aspirations and interests of the two peoples 
and is detrimental to peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 
The Thai side must be held fully responsible for the deter­
ioration in the Thailand-Laos relations. 

The People's Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam fully support the fraternal Lao people 
in their determination to defend their sovereignty and terri­
torial integrity; they fully support the correct foreign 
policy and the unsiuerving goodwill of the Lao People's 
Democratic Republic which has made persistent efforts to 
develop good-neighbourly relations with Thailand and 
scrupulously carried out the commitments mentioned in the 
Lao-Thai Statements; they firmly demand that the 
Thai side stop its hostile actions against the Lao people 
and scrupulously implement the agreed provisions, includ-

. ( C o n t i n u e d o n page 5) 
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( H a n o i t i m e ) t h e S o v i e t ' U n i o n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y l a u n c h e d i n t o o r b i t 
t h e S o y u z - 3 7 s p a c e s h i p f r o m t h e 
B a i k o n u r c o s m o d r o m e . 

T h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r e w i n c l u d e ^ 
t h e c o m m a n d e r o f t h e s h i p , p i l o t -
c o s m o n a u t V i c t o r V a s i l i e v i t c h 
G o r b a t k o , t w i c e H e r o o f t h e S o v i e c 
U n i o n , a n d c o s m o n a u t - r e s e a r c h e r 
P h a m T u a n . H e r o o f t h e S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c o f V i e t n a m . 

U n d e r t h e f l i g h t p r o g r a m m e t h e 
S o y u z - 3 7 w i l l d o c k w i t h t h e S a l y u t -
6 — S o y u z - 3 6 o r b i t a l c o m p l e . x , a n d 
w i l l c o n d u c t a s e r i e s o f s c i e n t i f i c 
r e s e a r c h e s a n d e x p e r i m e n t s f o r 
p e a c e f u l p u r p o s e s 

T h e j o i n t f l i g h t o f t h e S o v i e t a n d 
V i e t n a m e s e c o s m o n a u t s i s a b r i l ­
l i a n t e x p r e s . ^ i o n o f t h e f r i e n d s h i p 
a n d a l l r o u n d c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . 

T o t h e e n t i r e V i e t n a m e s e p e o p l e , 
t h i s f l i g h t i s a h i s t o r i c e v e n t 0 1 
g r e a t p o l i t i c a l , s c i e n t i f i c a n d e c o n o ­
m i c s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t t a k e s p l a c e i n 
1 9 8 0 — t h e y e a r o f t h e 5 0 t h f o u n d ­

i n g a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y o f V i e t n a m , t h e 3 ; t h N a ­
t i o n a l D a y o f t h e S R V a n d " t h e 9 0 t h 
b i r t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f P r e s i d e n t H o 
C h i M i n h . 

T h i s s p a c e f l i g h t d e m o n s t r a t e s 
t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l p o w e r o f t h e V i e t ­
n a m e s e p e o p l e . T h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s 
a g o t h e y s t i l l l i v e d i n ' s l a v e r y a n d 
w e r e m o s t l y i l l i t e r a t e b u t ' n o w 
t h e y h a v e p r o v e d c a p a b l e o f 
s c a l i n g t h e p e a k s o f s c i e n c e t h a n k s 
t o t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n a n d t h e o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n 
t h e s o c i a l i s t c o m m u n i t y . 

* 

A p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e w a s h e l d i n 
S t a r C i t y o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f M o s ­
c o w b e f o r e t h e j o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t o f 
a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r e w c o m p o s e d o f 
t w o c o s m o n a u t s , a R u s s i a n a n d a 
V i e t n a m e s e , a b o a r d t h e S o y u z -
3 7 s p a c e s h i p . 

A t t h i s p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e , L i e u t e ­
n a n t G e n e r a l V . A . S h a t a l o v , d e p u t y 
c o m m a n d e r o f t h e c o s m o n a u t 
t r a i n i n g c e n t r e n a m e d a f t e r Y u r i 
A . G , i g j r ! n , r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e c r e w 

h a d s a t i s f a c t o r i l y c o m p l e t e d t h e 
t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e i n b o t h t h e o r y 
a n d p r a c t i c e . S o v i e t c o s m o n a u t V i c ­
t o r \ ' a s i l i e v i t c h G o r b a k t o , w h o 
h a s a l r e a d y f l o w n i n t o s p a c e 
t w i c e , v v i l l c o n d u c t n e w s c i e n t i f i c 
e x p e r i m e n t s a n d p r o v i d e c o o r d i ­
n a t i o n a n d g u i d a n c e f o r h i s c o m ­
p a n i o n . L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l P h a m 
T u a n . T o f u r t h e r h i g h l i g h t t h e 
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s o f t h e t r a i n i n g , 
a n o t h e r d e p u t y c o m m a n d e r o f t h e 
c e n t r e , M a j o r ( G e n e r a l A . N i c o l a i e v , 
r e p o r t e d t h a i b o t h V . V . G o r b a t k o 
a n d P h a m T u a i i h a d o b t a i n e d f i v e 
m a r k s — t h e h i g h e s t m a r k — i n a l l 
s u b j e c t s , i n b o t h t h e o r y a n d 
p r a c t i c e 

A s k e d a b o u t t h e m i s s i o n o f t h i s 
j o i n t V i e t n a m — S o v i e t f l i g h t , S o ­
v i e t c o s m o n a u t , C o l o n e l V . V . G o r ­
b a t k o , c o m m a n r e r o f t h e s h i p , s a i d 
t h e v w o u l d c o n d u c t a c o m p r e h e n ­
s i v e p r o g r a m m e o f s t u d i e s a n d 
e x p e r i m e n t s i n v a r i o u s f i e l d s o f 
m e d i c i n e , b i o ' o g y a n d p h y s i c s . I n 
t h e i r p r o g r a m m e o f s u r v e y o f t h e 
e a r t h s u r f a c e t h e y w i l l t a k e m o r e 
p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e e a r t h b y m e a n s 
o f t h e M K F - 6 M m u l t i s p e c t r a l 
c a m e r a , c o - p r o d u c e d b y t h e G e r ­
m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c a n d t h e 

4 V I E T N A M C O U R I E R 



C O S M O N A U T I N S P A C E 
U S S R . C o l o n e l G o r b a t k o s a i d t h a t 
t h e S o y u z - 3 7 s p a c e c r a f t w i l l d o c k 
w i t h t h e S a l y u t - 6 — S o y u z - 3 6 o r b i ­
t a l c o m p l e x t h e n , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e o t h e r S o v i e t c o s m o n a u t s w h o 
h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g i n t h e c o m p l e x , 
t h e y w i l l c o n t i n u e t h e i r r e s e a r c h 
a n d e x p e r i m e n t s u n d e r t h e I n t e r -
c o s m o s p r o g r a m m e F o r i t s p a r t , 
V i e t n a m h a s s u b m i t t e d i t s 
o w n p r o g r a m m e o f r e s e a r c h a n d 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n s u c h a s t h e H a 
L o n g e x p e r i m e n t s ; t h e e x p e r i m e n t s 
o n t r o p i c a l p l a n t s , o n b i o - m e d e c i n e 
a n d o n s p e c i m e n s o t azolla pinnata : 
t h e p h o t o g r a p h i n g o f V i e t n a m ' s 
t e r r i t o r y f o r t h e e x p l o r a t i o n o f i t s 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . . . I n a l l , t h e c r e w 
w i l l c a r r y o u t 2 4 s c i e n t i f i c a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l e x p e r i m e n t s w h i l e 
i n o r b i t 

A b o u t t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s e n c o u n t e r ­
e d a n d t h e s u c c e s s e s a c h i e v e d b y 
t h e f i r s t V i e t n a m e s e c o s m o n a u t , 
t h e f l i g h t c o m m a n d e r s a i d , " L i e u t e ­
n a n t C o l o n e l P h a m T u a n j o i n e d 
t h e t r a i n i n g c e n t r e o n l y i n A p r i l 
i f ) 7 9 b u t h e h a s p r o v e d a v e r y a b l e 
c o s m o n a u t , i n t e l l i g e n t , m o d e s t a n d 
h a r d w o r k i n g . H e h a s q u i c k l y 
m a s t e r e d t h e t e c h n i q u e o f c o s m i c 
f l i g h t i n s p i t e o f t h e l a n g u a g e b a r ­
r i e r . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t c o s ­
m i c t e r m i n o l o g y i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m e v e r y d a y s p o k e n R u s s i a n . T h e 
a b b r e v i a t i o n s , f o r i n s t a n c e , a r e 
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e e v e n t o o r d i n a r y 
R u s s i a n s . F o r t h e V i e t n a m e s e p i l o t 
t h i s w a s t w i c e a s d i f f i c u l t . N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s , P h a m T u a n h a s g a i n e d 
p e r f e c t k n o w l e d g e o f a l l s u b j e c t s : 
s p a c e n a v i g a t i o n , c e l e s t i a l m e c h a ­
n i c s , s t r u c t u r e o f s p i a c e s h i p s a n d 
b o o s t e r r o c k e t s . H e h a s a l s o s a t i s ­
f a c t o r i l y c o m j j l e t e d t h e t r a i n i n g 
p r o g r a m m e i n a s i m u l a t o r s p a c e 
c r a f t a s w e l l a s w i t h s p e c i a l a n d 
g e n e r a l t r a i n i n g a p p a r a t u s e s . " 

P h a m T u a n c o n f i d e d t h a t h i s 
s e l e c t i o n a s t h e f i r s t V i e t n a m e s e 
t o g o i n t o s p a c e c a m e t o h i m a s a 
c o m p l e t e s u r p r i s e . W h e n h e j o i n e d 
t h e a r m y i n 1 9 6 5 h e w a s d e e m e d 
n o t p h y s i c a l l y " f i t e n o u g h t o b e ­
c o m e a j e t f i g h t e r p i l o t a n d c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y w a s s e n t t o a s c h o o l f o r 
g r o u n d c r e w s . H o w e v e r , t h a n k s t o 
p e r s e v e r i n g t r a i n i n g , h e w a s e v e n ­
t u a l l y r e c o g n i z e d p h y s i c a l l y f i t f o r 
p i l o t i n g j e t a i r c r a f t . 

H e s a i d t h e e x p e r i e n c e h e h a d 
g a i n e d i n t r a i n i n g a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n c o m b a t w a s a n i n v a l u a b l e h e l p 
t o h i m i n c o s m i c f l i g h t t r a i n i n g . 

A s k e d a b o u t S o v i e t a s s i s t a n c e t o 
h i s h i s t o r i c f l i g h t . L i e u t e n a n t C o ­
l o n e l P h a m T u a n s a i d t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n h a d c r e a t e d t h e b e s t t r a i n i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r h i m a n d m a n y o t h e r 

c a n d i d a t e c o s m o n a u t s f r o m t h e 
f r a t e r n a l s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . T h e 
S o v i e t P a r t y a n d G o v e r n m e n t h a v e 
a l s o c a r e d f o r e v e r y d e t a i l o f t h e 
c o s m o n a u t s ' l i f e w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
i n S t a r C i t y . 

T h e f i r s t V i e t n a m e s e c o s m o n a u t 
t h e n b r o u g h t o u t t h e g r e a t s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e o f t h i s f l i g h t i n t h e p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s o f V i e t n a m w h i c h h a s 
j u s t v i c t o r i o u s l y e m e r g e d f r o m 
m o r e t h a n t h i r t y y e a r s o f c o n t i ­
n u o u s f i g h t a g a i n s t f o r e i g n a g g r e s ­
s i o n , a n d i s n o w e n g a g e d i n s o c i a l ­
i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d n a t i o n a l d e ­
f e n c e . T h a n k s t o S o v i e t a s s i s t a n c e 
V i e t n a m i s t h e f i r s t d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r y t o j o i n t h e a s t r o n a u t s ' 
" c l u b " . H e s a i d t h e o t h e r d e v e l o p ­
i n g c o u n t r i e s a n d n o n - a l i g n e d 
c o u n t r i e s w i l l n o t r e g a r d t h i s a s a 
s u c c e s s f o r V i e t n a m a n d t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n a l o n e b u t a s a c o m m o n 
s u c c e s s o f m a n k i n d i n s c i e n t i f i c 
r e s e a r c h . 

H e s a i d h e h o p e d t h a t i n f u t u r e 
i n t e r p l a n e t a r y m a n n e d f l i g h t s t h e r e 
w i l l b e c o o p e r a t i o n n o t o n l y 
a m o n g t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s b u t 
a l s o a m o n g a l l c o u n t r i e s . T h i s 
c o o p e r a t i o n , h e a d d e d , w i l l 
i n c r e a s e m a n ' s p o t e n t i a l a b i l i t i e s 
i n t h e c o n q u e s t o f s p a c e f o r 
p e a c e f u l p u r p o s e s a n d f o r t h e 
i n t e r e s t s o f t h e w h o l e o f m a n k i n d . 

STATEMENT OF... 
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 3 ) 

ing those related to the border between the two countries, 
with a view to normalizing relations between Laos and 
Thailand. 

4. The Foreign Ministers of Vietnam, Kampuchea and 
Laos strongly condemn the reactionary Beijing ruling 
circles who are stepping up anti-Vietnam activities, increas­
ing armed provocation and violations of Vietnam's territo­
rial sovereignty on land, in the air and on the sea, ihrealen-
'^g aggression and attempting to cause violent disturbances 
zvithin Vietnam and stubbornly and unilaterally delaying 
the third round of Vietnam-China talks. 

The Lao People's Democratic Republic and the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea fully support the fraternal Viet­
namese people's Just and resolute struggle'to defend their 
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, a 
struggle bound to end in victory ; they support the correct 

position and goodwill of the Government of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam which seeks to settle through negotia­
tions the problems in the relations between Vietnam and 
China in keeping with the aspirations and interals of the 
two peoples, thus contributing to the defence of pecce 
and stability in Asia and the world; they demand that the 
Chinese authorities put an immediate end to all hostile 
schemes and acts against Vietnam and agree to an early 
holding of the third round of Vietnam—China talks as 
repeatedly proposed by Vietnam. 

This Statetnent affirms once again the correct position 
of th.;' Lao People's Democratic Republic, the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, resolved to defend the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of their respective country, and 
their wish to contribute to the maintenance of peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia and the world. The three 
countries are firmly confident that now as before, this 
position will enjoy the understanding, approval and strong 
support of the peoples of the ivorld. 

V i e n t i a n e , 18 J u l y 1 9 8 0 
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VIETNAM, THE 7th SOCIALIST COUNTRY 
TO SEND A MAN INTO SPACE 

N T t R K C C V . O S 1960 „ 

— S o v i e t U n i o n : O n 12 A p r i l 1 9 6 1 , Y u r i A . G a g a r i n m a d e t h e f i r s t m a n ­

n e d f l i g h t i n t o s p a c e . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d the S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c of 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a : 2 M a r c h 1 9 7 8 . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f P o l a n d : 

2 7 J u n e 1 9 7 8 . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e ­

p u b l i c : 2 6 A u g u s t 1 9 7 8 . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c of 

B u l g a r i a : 10 A p r i l 1 9 7 9 . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c of 

H u n g a r y : 2 6 M a y 1 9 8 0 . 

— J o i n t s p a c e f l i g h t b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c o f V i e t ­

n a m : 2 3 J u l y 1 9 8 0 . 

Pham Tuan z^as born on i4 February iQ4y into a peasant 
family in (Juoc Tuan commune, Kien Xuong district, Thai 
Binh province, the rice granary of the Red River Delta. 

In his childhood, Pham Tuan was an axcellent schoolboy 
with good mora! qualities. In ig6j he was admitted to the 
Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union. 

In September :y6: he foined the Vietnam People's Army. 
After some time he zias admitted to the Air Force. After­
wards he WO': sent to study in the Soviet Union and in 
May 1^68 graduated from the Air Force Technical School 
of the Soviet Union. 

Back in the country, Pham Tuan was promoted second 
lieutenant and became a jet fighter pilot in the Red Star 
Regiment. -.-^ 

In November ig68 he zvas admittiJ to the Communist 
Party of Vietnam. 

In the fight against the brutal air \i.ar of destruction 
waged by the United States, Pham Tuan proved himself 
an excellent, resourceful and courageous pilot and was 
credited with downing many US aircraft. In particular, 
he shot down a 8.^2 strategic bomber in late December 
i«)y2 when the Americans launched an air blitz against 
Hanoi and Haiphong. 

In igj6 Pham Tuan was made d(puty commander of the 
Red Star Regiment and promoted to trc rank of major. 

In igj8 he was sent to study at the Yuri Gagarin Cos­
monaut Training Centre in the Sevict Union. He was 
protnoted Lieutenant Colonel in the same year. 

In April ig~g he became one of the Vietnamese pilots 
chosen to take part in joint Soritt—Vietnamese space 

flights. 

Pham Tuan has been made a Hero of the People's Armed 
Forces by the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam and has received many army decorations. 

He is married and has a four-year-old daughter.'^ " 

6 V I E T N A M C O U R I E R 



VIETNAM'S INITfAL STEPS IN SPACE EXPLORATION 
FOR P E A C E F U L PUR POSES 

Prof. Doctor N G U Y E N V A N H I E U 
Vice - President of the Vietnam 
Space Research Commission 

IN t h e h i s t o r y o f s c i e n t i f i c d e v e l ­
o p m e n t i n V i e t n a m 1 9 8 0 m a r k ­
e d a n e w p e r i o d w h e n o u t e r 

s p a c e b e g a n t o b e e x p l o r e d f o r 
p e a c e f u l p u r p o s e s a n d w i t h a v i e w 
t o s e r v i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f s o c i a l i s m , 
w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f Intercos-
mos. t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n 
p r o g r a m m e f o r s p a c e r e s e a r c h o f 
t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e I n t e r c o s m o s p r o g r a m m e w a s 
w o r k e d o u t i n 1 9 6 7 . A d e c a d e 
e a r l i e r , a f t e r t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a d 
s u c c e s s f u l l y l a u n c h e d t h e f i r s t 
e a r t h s a t e l l i t e , t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n ­
t r i e s h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n t h e i r 
c o o p e r a t i o n i n s p a c e r e s e a r c h . D u e 
i o t h e w a r , V i e t n a m c o u l d n o t 
t a k e p a r t i n t h e p r o g r a m m e a t t h a t 
t i m e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n v i e w o f t h e 
n e e d s f o r e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , 
s o m e V i e t n a m e s e s c i e n t i f i c a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s b e g a n 
s t u d y i n g q u e s t i o n s r e l a t e d t o 
r e g i o n s i n o u t e r s p a c e n e a r V i e t ­
n a m e s e t e r r i t o r y . A m o n g t h e s e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s w a s t h e H a n o i 
I o n o s p h e r i c S t a t i o n . 

T h e I o n o s p h e r i c S t a t i o n w a s 
f o u n d e d i n 1 9 6 2 a n d e n t r u s t e d 
w i t h t h e m a i n t a s k o f g a t h e r i n g 
d a t a o n t h e i o n o s p h e r e s e r v i n g 
r a d i o c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . S i n c e 1 9 6 9 
r e a s e a r c h e s a t t h e I o n o s p h e r i c 
S t a t i o n h a s b e e n c o n d u c t e d i n t h r e e 
m a i n s e c t o r s : G e o - i o n o s p h e r i c 
m a g n e t i s m i n V i e t n a m , s o l a r p h y ­
s i c s a n d s o l a r - g e o m a g n e t i c — i o n o s ­
p h e r i c r e l a t i o n s ^ r a d i o t r a n s m i s s i o n , 
m e t h o d s o f r a d i o f o r e c a s t a n d 
m e t h o d s o f f o r e c a s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
o f r a d i o t r a n s m i s s i o n . 

I n 1 9 7 2 V i e t n a m b e g a n m o n i t o r ­
i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m e a r t h s a t e l ­
l i t e s f o r w e a t h e r f o r e c a s t i n g . T h e s e 
d a t a a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t f o r 
t h e s e a a r e a s w h e r e n o m e t e o r o ­
l o g i c a l s t a t i o n c a n b e s e t u p . T h e 
p h o t o g r a p h s s e n t b y s a t e l l i t e s a t 
t h e r a t e o f o n e p e r 12 h o u r s h a v e 
h e l p e d i n t h e d e t e c t i o n a n d a s s e s s ­
m e n t o f t h e e i f e e t o f w e a t h e r 
f o r m i n g c o n d i t i o n s , m o r e p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y i n t h e t r a c k i n g o f t r o p i c a l 
s t o r m s . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e 
w a r a n d t h e r e u n i f i c a t i o n o f t h e 
c o u n t r y , V i e t n a m e n t e r e d t h e 
p e r i o d o f s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n o n 
a n a t i o n a l s c a l e . T h i s p r o v i d e d 
m o r e f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s f o r 

s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e ­
s e a r c h , i n c l u d i n g t h e u s e o f o u t e r 
s p a c e t o r p e a c e f u l p u r p o s e s , a n d f o r 
q u i c k e r p r o g r e s s . O n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y r e q u i r ­
e d a b e t t e r u s e o f t h e r e s u l t s o f 
s p a c e r e s e a r c h a s w e l l a s o f o u t e r 
s p a c e i t s e l f . I t w a s i n t h e s e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t V i e t n a m j o i n e d 
t h e I n t e r c o s m o s p r o g r a m m e a n d 
b e c a m e i t s l o t h m e m b e r b e g i n n i n g 
i n M a y 1 9 7 9 . S u b s e q u e n t l y t h e 
V i e t n a m S p a c e R e a s e a r c h C p m m i s -
s i o n w a s f o u n d e d a n d o f f i c i a l l y 
b e g a n o p e r a t i n g i n e a r l y 1 9 8 0 . 

C o m p o s e d o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
v a r i o u s b r a n c h e s o f s c i e n c e a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y t h e V i e t n a m S p a c e 
R e s e a r c h C o m m i s s i o n w a s a s s i g n e d 
t h e t a s k o f d e f i n i n g t h e d i r e c t i o n 
a n d t h e p l a n f o r a p p l y i n g t h e 
r e s u l t s o f s p a c e r e s e a r c h t o t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , s t u d y i n g t h e u s e 
o f o u t e r s p a c e f o r p e a c e f u l p u r ­
p o s e s , c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e w o r k o f 
s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e c o u n t r y 
a n d m o b i l i z i n g s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h ­
n o l o g i c a l w o r k e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y f o r i m p l e m e n t i n g t h i s p l a n . 

U n d e r t h e 5 - p o i n t I n t e r c o s m o s 
p r o g r a m m e , V i e t n a m ' s s p a c e 
r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m m e e m b r a c e s 
r e s e a r c h s u b j e c t s i n f i v e a r e a s . 

I n s p a c e p h y s i c s , r e s e a r c h w i l l 
b e c o n d u c t e d o n t h e m a t e r i a l c o m ­
p o n e n t s a n d t h e p h y s i c a l p r o c e s s e s 
i n t h e l o w e r s t r a t o s p h e r e s o v e r 
V i e t n a m e s e t e r r i t o r y t o s e r v e a s 
b a s i s f o r r e s e a r c h a n d a p p l i c a t i o n 
i n t h e d o m a i n o f a s t r o m e t e o r o l o g y , 
s p a c e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d e x p l o ­
r a t i o n o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s f r o m 
o u t e r s p a c e . V i e t n a m ' s p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n i n r e s e a r c h o n t h e c h e m i c a l 
c o m p o s i t i o n a n d s t r u c t u r e o f m e -
t e o r e s a n d l u n a r s o i l w i l l h e l p 
p r o m o t e r e s e a r c h o n h i g h l y s e n s i ­
t i v e a n d a c c u r a t e m e t h o d s o f a n a ­
l y s i s s e r v i n g g e o l o g y , a g r i c u l t u r e 
a n d o t h e r b r a n c h e s . P a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n r e s e a r c h o n c o s m i c m a t e r i a l 
i n d u s t r y w i l l g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f V i e t n a m ' s 
m a t e r i a l s s c i e n c e t o m e e t t h e 
n e e d s o f s u c h t e c h n i c a l b r a n c h e s 
a s e n g i n e e r i n g a n d e l e c t r o n i c s . 

I n s p a c e b i o - m e d i c i n e V i e t n a m 
w i l l t a k e p a r t i n r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s 
o n s p a c e m e d i c i n e a n d a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e w i l l c o n d u c t r e s e a r c h o n t h e 
g r o w t h i n c o s m i c c o n d i t i o n s o f 

s o m e V i e t n a m e s e b i o l o g i c a l s u b ­
j e c t s s u c h a s azolla pinnata. T h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s e r e s e a r c h 
p r o j e c t s w i l l e n a b l e V ' i e t n a m e s e 
b i o l o g i c a l a n d m e d i c a l s c i e n t i s t s t o 
f o l l o w c l o s e l y t h e l a t e s t a c h i e v e ­
m e n t s o f w o r l d s c i e n c e i n t h e s e 
d o m a i n s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n i n t h e 
s t u d y o f p r a c t i c a l q u e s t i o n s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

I n s p a c e m e t e o r o l o g y , r e s e a r c h 
s u b j e c t s a i m t o e s t a b l i s h a c c u r a t e 
a n d l o n g - t e r m m e t h o d s o f w e a t h e r 
f o r e c a s t i n g o n t h e b a s i s o f s a t e l l i t e -
f e d d a t a . 

I n s p a c e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , r e ­
s e a r c h p r o j e c t s w i l l p r o m o t e t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f r a d i o a n d t e l e v i ­
s i o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
V i e t n a m a n d t h e o t h e r s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s . 

F i n a l l y , t h e e x p l o r a t i o n o f n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s f r o m o u t e r s p a c e i s v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s o f s p a c e s c i e n c e 
t o t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . T h a n k s 
t o p h o t o g r a p h s s u p p l i e d b v t h e 
M K F - 6 M m u l t i s p e c t r a l c a m e r a 
c o p r o d u c e d b y t h e G e r m a n D e m o ­
c r a t i c R e p u b l i c a n d t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n , t h e e x p l o r a t i o n o f n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s i n V i e t n a m w i l l n o t 
o n l y b e p r o m o t e d b u t w i l l a l s o 
y i e l d n e w r e s u l t s , t h u s e f f e c t i v e l y 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y . 

I n t h e s p a c e r e s e a r c h c o o p e r a ­
t i o n p l a n a m o n g s o c i a l i s t c o u n ­
t r i e s u n d e r t h e I n t e r c o s m o s p r o ­
g r a m m e a j o i n t S o v i e t — \ ' i e t n a m 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o s m i c f l i g h t w i l l b e 
c o n d u c t e d i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e ( i ) . 
T h e V i e t n a m S p a c e R e s e a r c h 
C o m m i s s i o n h a s s e t f o r t h a c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e p r o g r a m m e o f s c i e n ­
t i f i c r e s e a r c h d u r i n g t h i s f l i g h t . 
T h i s p r o g r a m m e e m b r a c e s s u b ­
j e c t s i n t h e f o l l o w i n g d o m a i n s : 
s p a c e p h y s i c s , s p a c e b i o - m e d i c i n e 
a n d e x p l o r a t i o n o f n a t u r a l r e ­
s o u r c e s . A s a n e w m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f 
S o v i e t — V i e t n a m m i l i t a n t s o l i d a r i t y 
t h i s j o i n t f l i g h t w i l l c e r t a i n l y g i v e 
a n e w a n d v i g o r o u s i m p e t u s t o 
t h e s p a c e r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m m e o f 
V i e t n a m . 

(i) We received this article before 
the launching of the Soyuz-27 space­
ship - E d . 
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