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OUR MONTHLY
COMMENT

ROM being erased from the world map (o setting
an indomitable example for all to see ; from econo-
mic backwardness and 953 illiteracy to becoming
the first developing countrv to send one of s

citizens into space—the progress and the achievements
recorded by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam—noz the
Socialist “Republic of Vietnam—over the last 35 vears
appear incomprehensible to many an observer searching
for reasons for the success of the Vietnamese revolution.

After defeating the French colonialists, we had to wage
war against the US, the most powverful impertalist country.
In this war of survival against great odds. said Prime
Minister Pham Van Dong, we benefited from tie expurience
accumulated during the four thousand vears of our history
of indefatigable strugole. This is one of the strongest
points of the Vietnamese revolution.

But  the * national " element alone is not sufficient.
The Vietnamese leaders headed by President Ho Chi Mink
have correctly chosen the best line as charted by Mar xism-
Leninism, itself a product of human intelligence ts funda-
mental precepts are those of scientific socialism: tn the
country, to guarantee leadership of the proletarian revolu-
tion by the party of the proletariat, and in the world. to
maintain close soltdarity with the forces of peace, tnde pen-
dence, democracy and socialism.

The Vietnamese revolutionaries have applicd these con-
ceplions with creativeness to the practical circumstances
within the country, particularly in the political and armed
struggle for national independence. The gains recorded in
this great cause, logether with the victories zwon over thou-
sands of years against the northern enemy—zwho still s
today our most dangerous and immediate enemy—and the
sympathy and support afforded bv the socialist countries
and progressive forces, have given the Vielnamese people
the firm confidence that the State they set up 35 vears aon
cannot be overcome by any impertalist or reoctionary force
On the contrary, it™ becomes stronger and stronger with
every passing day and cwill fulfil its task of ridding the
country of poverty and allowing our people who have over-
come countless difficulties and hardships to enjoy the
happy life to which they are entitled.

We are not vet satisfied zvith our achievements in nation-
al construction, substantial though they mav be, such as
guaranteeing to our people a sufficiently high cultural
standard and a good health service in difficull conditions.
building a body of scientific and technical workers not
existing in most developing countries, and above all creai-
ing amongst the various strata of the population an identily
of views concerning the targets to be achicved s we all
know, this is not an easy task, because of our lozs economic
level, our lack of experience in cconomic management, the
aftermath of a long war and the threat of war still looming
large over our country.

In this 3s5th vear of its extstence, the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam is in a state of half peace, half war—a
war threatened by the Beijing expansionists acting in
collusion with imperialists who have alreadv bitten the
dust in Victnam. Our lask is a very difficult one as e

have to defend and build our country al the same time. This

(Continued on page 14)



A COMPARISON OF THE KAMPUCHEAN

— DITOR'S Note: On 26 August
}-1 1980, the SRV Ministry of

—  Foreign Affairs published a
memorandum to clarify the truth
about the tension now prevailing
in Southeast Asia, and the correct
path to a settlement of
situation,

this

In Part 1, the memorandum points
out:* . the policy of great-nation
expansion and hegemony pursued
by the Beijing ruling circles acting
in collusion with the US imperial-
ists constitutes a general, direct
and long-term threat to the inde-
pendence, peace and stability of
the countries in this part of the
world™. It also points out:
“...there is no question of Vietnam
threatening  aggression against
Thailand. It is only a question of
China, the main aggressor Vietnam
has had to contend with through-
out history, and Thailand, the
main aggressor Kampuchea and
Laos have had to contend with
throughout history, entering into
a collusion against the three Indo-
chinese countries.”

In Part 11, the memorandum
says: “The key to a settlement
of the so-called ‘Kampuchean prob-

lem’ lies in China's putting an
end to its policy of hostility
towards the three Indochinese

countries. China is treacherously
trying to create a diversion, by
pitting Thailand and other ASEAN
countries against the Indochinese
countries... In face of this situation,
the ASEAN and the Indochinese
countries should put aside their
differences to promote relations of
lasting cooperation and friendship
‘on the basis of mutual understand-
ing, respect for each other's legiti-
mate interests, and peaceful
coexistence without foreign inter-
ference. Such is the spirit and
essential content of the peace pro-
posals put forward in the Joint
Communiqué of the First Confer-
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ence of Foreign Ministers of the
three Indochinese countries, held
in Phnom Penh on 5 January 1¢8o.
proposals  which were further
elaborated in the Statement of the
Second Conference of Foreign
Ministers of the three Indochinese
Countries, held in Vientiane on 17
and 18 July 1980.”

The proposals put forward at the
Conference in Vientiane include
the four-point proposal of the
Kampuchean People’s Revolution-
ary Council on the settlement of
the explosive situation at the Thai-
land-Kampuchea border,

The Thai authorities, however,
rejected this proposal. We repro-
duce herebelow excerpts of the
memorandum.

By comparing the stands taken
by the People’s Revolutionary
Council of Kampuchea and by
Thailand, one can clearly see
where the goodwill is, and which
is the correct and fair path 1o
peace and stability on the Kampu-
chea-Thailand border, and contri-
butes to peace and stability in
Southeast Asia.

a) On a demilitarized zone along
the Kampuchea-Thailand border.

The  People’s  Revolutionary
Council of Kampuchea has propos-
ed that “ Kampuchea and Thailand
undertake to maintain peace and
stability in border areas and to
refrain from using these areas as
springboards from which to violate
each other's sovereignty ", and.

“To establish a demilitarized
zone in border areas between the
two countries; and to set up a
two-party  joint commission to
implement the agreements ensur-
ing peace and stability on the
border and reach agreement on a
form of international control.™

The Thai side has rejected the
Kampuchean proposal on the

THE TENSION ALONG
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grounds that Thailand is not a
party to the conflict in Kampuchea
and that there are only military
clashes between opposing sides on
Kampuchean territory. However,
it is well-known that over the
past year and more, the situation
in Kampuchea has become more
and more scttled, and that military
clashes have taken place i:ot inside
Kampuchean territory, but in
Kampuchea-Thailand border areas
where remnants of Pol Pot troops
and  other reactionary Khmer
groups have infiltrated from Thai-
land into Kampuchea for disrupi-
ive activities with the protection
and assistance of Thailand. Military
clashes on the Kampuchea-Thai-
land border along with massive
concentrations of zrmed forces on
both sides of the border have led
1o a very tense and explosive situa-
tion which is causing concern to
world opinion. All the measures
proposed by the Thai side (estab-
lishing safe dwelling areas, U.N.
control .) are related to the situa-
tion on both sides of the Thailand-
Kampuchea border. This in itself
reveals that there are destabilizing
factors on both sides of the border
between the two countries. Over
the past yvear and more, particu-
larly since june 1980, some people
in Thai ruling circles have raised
a constant hue and cry about »
“threat to the security of Thailand
from Kampuchea”; yet now they
claim that there is no problem on
the Kampuchea-Thailand border.
From this, it can only be conclud-
ed that their propaganda over the
past year and more concerning a4
threat to Thailand is sheer fabrica-
tion, designed 1o give them a
pretext io interfere in the internal

affairs of Kampuchea, and to
cover up the ract that they are
trying hard to help the Pol Pot
clique© and  other reactionary
Khmer groups use “sanctuaries ™

VIETNAM COURIER



THAILAND — KAMPUCHEA BORDER

in Thailand to oppose the Kam-
puchean people.

The Thai ruling circles have
also maintained that the establish-
ment of a demilitarized zone on
the Thei side of the border
amounts to aloss of Thai sover-
cignty over the said zone and 4
sacrifice by Thailand ol a part of
its territory... If they fear a loss
of Thai sovereiguty, why then do
they demand the establishment of
a peaceful demilitarized zone inside
Kampuchea?

Thailand has proposed the estab-
lishment on Kampuchean terri-
tory only of a peaceful demilitariz-
ed zone, where the Kampuchean
Government’s power would be
abolished and replaced by U.N,
power: whereas on the Thai side
of the border only U.N. observers
would be stationed. Thus Thailand
clearly wants to abolish the sover-
cignty of Kampuchea over part of
Kampuchean territory, to set up
*astate within a state”, and by
the presence of U.N. observers to
legalise the “sanctuaries™ of the
Khmer reactionaries in Thailand-
Kampuchea border areas. It wants
to remove the presence of the
Kampuchean armed forces in
Kampuchean border areas, while

the Thai armed forces, including
artillery and air force, would have

a right to be stationed close to the
border, thus posing a constant
threat 10 Kampuchea's sovereignty
and territory, and would also be
free to support the reactionary
Khmer groups  which infiltrate
into Kampuchea to oppose the
Kampuchean revolution, without
fear of counter-attack.

As is well-known, the remnants of
Pol Pot troops and other reactiona-
ry Khmer groups in Kampuchea
are now only armed bandit groups
hiding  in  Kampuchea-Thailand
border areas. In Thailand and a
number ol other Southeast Asian
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countries, there are also anti-gov-
ernment  armed  rebel  Maoist
groups ; will it now be considered
necessary  to  establish peaceful
demilitarized zones in Thailand
and other Southeast Asian countrics
to provide those Maoist rebels with
sale sanctuaries under the aegis of
the U.N. as well ? Don't the various
countrics have a right to take
necessary  security  measures  to
punish armed rebels opposing the
people -

Thailand's proposal is clearly
designed not to avoid clashes and
ease tension, but, instead, violate
the sovereignty of Kampuchea and
interfere in its internal affairs, in
keeping with Beijing’s schemes.
On the other hand, according to
the proposal of the People’s Revol-
utionary  Council of Kampuchea,
the demilitarized zone would only
mean an absence of armed forces
and of military activities in or
across the area laid down by the
two sides ; the civilian administra-
tive services of each side are to
continue exercising their power,
and civilians are to live and carrv
on their normal work in the demi-
litarized zone; the international
control in the demilitarized zone
is to be mutually agreed upon on
the basis of respect for each coun-
try's sovereignty. In short, the
purpose of the demilitarized zone
as proposed by the People’s Revol-
utionary Council of Kampuchea
is to avoid armed clashes, to pre-
serve peace and stability in border
areas, to safeguard the sovereignty
and security of cach country, and
to protect the normal life of the
people of the two countries in bor-
der arecas.

b) On the problem of Kampuchean
refugees in Thailand and  humani-
tarian aid.

Points 2 and 3 in the 4-point
proposal of the People’s Revolu-
tionary Council of Kampuchea have

STAND WITH THAT OF THAILAND

put forward measures tor a proper
settlement of these humanitarian
problems. Hovewer, the Thai side
has adamantly stuck to its mista-
ken standpoint.

The Thai ruling circles lold
that it is necessary to establish

safe dwelling areas or a peaceful
demilitarized zone on Kampuchean
territory to ensure safety for the
refugees. If they are really concern-
ed about the safety of the refugees,
why do they not move them to
centres far from combat areas, or
to third countries, in accordance
with their wishes? Why have they
brought Kampuchean refugees to
the very areas along the Thailand-
Kampuchea border where military
clashes are taking place, and then
demanded that their safety be
guaranteed : Why have they turned
refugee camps into sanctuaries for
the reactionary Khmer armed
forces? Why have they used the
repatriation of refugees to cover
up the military infiltrations of the
reactionary Khmer forces into
Kampuchea? It they really have
humanitarian concerns, why have
they deliberatelv  turned  the
refugee and relief issues into poli-
tical conflicts and provocations
leading to military clashes?

It is common knowledge that the
Kampuchean refugees in Thailand
include civilians who left their
country because of famine, because
of the fear of war, or because of
the coercion from remnants of Pot
Pot troops compelling them to flee
with them. Mixed with the civilian
refugees are fairly large numbers
of remnants of Pot Pol troops and
other armed Khmer reactionaries.
who are also regarded as refugees
by Thailand. Under the 1949 Geneva
Convention on Neutral Status and

the 1951 Convention on Refugee
Status, the remnants of Pol Pot
troops and the other Khmer
armed forces  opposing the
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People’s  Revolutionarv  Council
of Kampuchea who have fled to
Thailand, are not to be regarded as
refugees. They must be disarmed
and concentrated in separate camps
tar from combat zones. However.
the Thai side has allowed the armed
Khmer reactionaries to remain in
camps on the Thailand-
Kampuchea border and to control
these camps; and now it demands
that these camps be moved inside
Kampuchean territory to so-called
“ peaceful demilitarized zone ™! So
the That ruling circles are not
interested in ensuring the safety of
the refugees. The point is, the Pol
Pot clique being no longer in control
of the population or land in Kam-
puchea, the humanitarian label has
to be used to create refugee camps
which can be placed under the
control of the armed Khmer reac-
tionaries, and to create zones which
serve as footholds for them inside
Kampuchea. If we really are con.
sidering refugees, what other coun-
try has  established inviolable
“sanctuaries” on its territory to

encourage its, own refugees to settle
there ?

refugec

Oa the pretext of giving aid on
a fair basts to both sides (1), the
That ruling circles insist on dis-
tribution  of relief goods on the
Thailand-Kampuchea border and
transportation of the same by land
across  the Thailand-Kampuchea
border. What is the real situation ?
Over the past year and more,
three-quarters of the relief goods
from Western countries channel-
led through international humani-
tarian organizations, have been sent
to the Thailand-Kampuchea border
areas, and only one-quarter has
been delivered inside Kampuchean
territory. Many objective obser-
vers have affirmed that hardly
any ol the relief goods have ac-
tually reached the Kampuchean
refugees: almost all of them have
fallen into the hands of the Pol
Pot clique and the other Khmer
reactionaries. In November 1979,
U.S. Congresswoman Ms Holtz-
man visited arefugee camp on the
Thailand-Kampuchea border and
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said that she had found Pol Pot
soldiers looking healthy and well-
fed while children were starving ™
(VOA, November 3. 1979). Various
people in the Thai ruling circles
have even brazenly tried to pres-
surize the international organiza-
tions to distribute the relief goods
on the Thailand-Kampuchea bor-

der, threztening that  Thailand
would otherwise cut off the air

and sea transport of the same from
Bangkok to Phnom Penh. In 1979
there was famine in Kampuchea.
but the situation was not as serious
as was loudly claimed by the pro.
paganda machines of Thailand,
China and the United States. The
famine in Kampuchea was deli-
berately exaggerated, and figures
lopping the million mark were
bandied about (while there were
in fact only 150,000 refugees). The
purpose was to misuse the humani-
tarian aid label to supply the
Khmer reactionaries; to entice
Kampucheans to flec to Thailand
as refugees so as to have a source
of new recruits for their political
and military forces; to create ins-
tability along the Kampuchean
border: to facilitate their infiltra-
tion into Kampuchea for disrup-
tive activities against the Kampu-
chean revolutionary power: and
to misuse humanitarian aid to en-
rich a number of people in Thai-
land.

The Thai ruling circles claimed
that they had allowed the voluntary
repatriation of refugees on humani-
tarian grounds. If it really was so,
why did they adamantly refuse to
negotiate, and unilaterally took
measures to be imposed on Kam-
puchea, when the People’s Revolu-
tionary Council of Kampuchea
stated its readiness to negotiate
such repatriation > Obviously they
want to use the refugees to further
their political and military designs.
In the dry season of 1979, when
the remnants of Pol Pot troops
faced the prospect of disintegration,
they opened the border to them
and used food to entice Kam-
pucheans to flee to Thailand as
refugces. . When the rainy season
set in, and the Pol Pot clique and

other reaclionary Khmer groups
imagined that they might be able
to indulge in disruptive activities
under cover of favourable weather
conditions, Thailand  pushed the
refugees back across the border,
using civilians, women and children
as shield behind which to send
back Khmer reactionaries, alter
their recoverv and with better
cquipment, to fight the Kam-
puchean people. This is the truth
#bout the massive and brutal
driving back of tens of thousands
of refugees across the border
during the 1679 rainy season. This
is also the essence of the so-called
“voluntary repatriation plan ' that
the Thai ruling circles are trying
hard to carrv out in the current
rainy seasor.

The proposals of the People’s
Revolutionary Council of Kampu-
chea constitute practical measures
for a good solution to the refugee
and relief problem, through nego-
tiations and cooperation between
the two sides and with interna-
tional organizations, Their aims are
humanitarian. they will contribute
to peace and stability in border
areas of the two countries, and are
based on respect for the independ-
ence and sovereignty of Kampu-
chea and Thailand. Any measure
taken under a humanitarian label
which has not been negotiated and
which tramples upon Kampuchea's
sovereignty  cannot  be  imple-
mented.

c) On the form of negotiations.

The  People’s  Revolutionary
Council of Kampuchea has shown
great flexibility and much goodwill
with regard to the conduct of
negotiations : the negotiations may
be conducted directly, or indirectly
through a country representing
Kampuchea and another represen-
ting Thailand, or through an inter-
mediary to be mutually agreed
upor.

The Thai side has refused to
negotiate with the People’s Revol-
utionary Council of Kampuchea
on the grounds that it does not

(Continued on page 23)
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KAMPUCHEA AND THE GENUINE INTERESTS

HE proposals put forward by
ihe Peaple’s Republic of Kam-
puchea and supported by the
People’s Democratic Republic

v Laos and the Socialist Republic of
ietnam at  the  foreign ministers'
conference of the three countries i
Vientiane on 17-18 July 1980 were
refected by the Thai authorities. Betjing
has not concealed its satisfaction at
this rejection

For nearly two vears now the Kam-
puchean  situation  has drawn the
attention of cworld opinion. Beijing
which has lost a new-type colony and
a bridgehead for expansion in Indo-
china and Southeast Asia, reacted vio-

OF THAILAND

lently to the fact that Vietnam, res-
ponding to the call of the Kampuchean
jatriotic forces, had come to help this
country — overthrow  the  genocidal
regime of the Kampuchean Maoists.
It slanderously alledged that 1 iet-
nam had  invaded”  Kampuchea.
Some Western circles, still unrecon-
ciled to Vietnam's victory omer imper-
talism, seized this opportunily (o
stain Vietnan's tmage and hastened
to join the chorus led by China, their
new ally in the consptracy against
peace, national independence, demo-
cracy and social progress.

The  anti-Vietnam  propaganda
machine has completely distorted the

situation in Kempuchea. It tries 1o
make believe that 15 Kampuchea hluody
l.'fl’.l’l./"t”( arc taking place /h‘/.‘t_c'(ll
Heng Sawrin’s ana Vietnamese for-
ces on the one hand and Pol Pot's and
other opposing forces on the other
They also tul of an fmminent and
terrible  fomine far  which TVietnam
would be respomible. They particul-
arly stress ihe threat presented by
the Vietnamese [orces stationed in
Kampuchea to the securtiy and ter-
ritorial  tutegrity  of  neighbourtng
Thailand

(Continued on page 13)

Hamnoi's Viewpoint

ISRAEL'S ILLEGAL DECISION ON JERUSALEM

relations

between

the Arabs with

N spite of strong protest of the Arab countries and
I public opinion throughout the world, the Israeli
Parliament on 30 July 1980 declared Jerusalem

its capital city.

Six years ago, on February 1974, the Islamic summit
conference held in Lahore” declared that no Islamic
countries would accept any agreement or arrangement
tlowing the Tsraeli aggressors 1o continue their
sccupation of Jerusalem city or transfer this city to
a non-Islamic or non-Arab” country or turn it into
the object of bargaining or compromise... Since then,
public opinion in the Arab world and elsewhere has
centinued  to condemn the illegal occupation of
ferusalem by the Israeli expansionists. However,
Israel has notdesisted from its scheme to permanently
occupy this city of the Arab world

Jerusalem, capital city of Palestine in ancient times,
a city which blends the antique and the modern, has
played an important and sacred role inthe liberation
struggie to restore the fundamental and inalienable
national rights of the Palestinian and other Arab
peoples. By trying to perpetuate their occupation of
Jerusalem and turning it into their permanent capital
city the Israeli expansionists actually scheme to
definitively annex the homeland of the Palestinian
people. In addition, by lurnqu a holy site of Islam
into one of the Jewish faith Tsrael has carned large
sums every vear {rom the pilgrims.

Israel’'s scheme to annex Jerusalem dates back to
the days when it seized “the homeland of the
Palestinian people. But condemned by world opinion
it resorted to “nibbling" tactics. First, it {took a
series of measures aimed at preventing the Arabs
from returning to Jerusalem, prohibiting municipal
elections in Arab areas, abolishing all Arab laws in
this city, imposing heavy levies on Arabs in order to
force them to leave Jerusalem, strictly prohibiting all
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in  Jerusalem
those in other Israeli-occupied areas,” then occupyving
the whole eastern sector of Jerusalem and gradually
transferring  the production and administrative
establishments of Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

The TIsracli aggressors' adoption of the
resolution turning Jerusalem into their
capital city and their declaration on the following
day that they would also assimilate into Isracli
territory the Golan heights of Syria seized by them
in 1967, their drafting of the liw on the so-called
“Israeli sovercignty over Golan ", their continned
drive to force hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
Arabs to leave their native land in the areas occupi-
ed by them in order to set up Jewish settlements,
have exposed the extremely reactionary nature of
Zionist expansionism. Th¢  Zionist expansionists,
henchmen of the United States in tlis important
strategic uarea, are plotting to annex one by one the
lands of the Palestinian Arabs and other Araly peo-
ples in an attempt to consolidate and expand their
territory.

Israel's illegal decision to make Jerusalem their
capital city has generated a broad wave of protest
among the Islamic countries and the whole Arab
world.

The World Peace Council has issued a statement
pointing out that Israel's decision is a brazen violation
of all the resolutions of the United Nations ani! a
challenge to public opinion. All the peacetful and
democratic forces throughout the world are supporting
and uniting with the Palestinian people in their just
struggle leadership of the PLO), ‘the

illegal
permanent

under the ;
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Ouen Doi Nhan dan
(People’s lrmv daily), August 1450
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1925-1980

VLER since its foundation, the
Communist Party of Vietnam

2 has regarded the international
factor as one determining the suc-

cess of the revolution. In their
unequal fight against enemies
many times stronger than them-

selves, the Vietnamese people have
combined their own national
strength with the strength of the
epoch to create an aggregale
strength and used correct revolu-
tionary methods to win victories.

Taking advantage of the
most favourable international
conditions and seizing stra-
tegic opportunities

The Russian October Revolution
opened up a new era, providing
an extremely favourable opportu-
nity for the oppressed peoples of
the world to embark confidently
on the road of national independ-
ence and socialism. This favour-
able international situation was
considerably enhanced after the
Second World War, when the
Soviet Red Army had defeated
fascism and militarism: socialism
had transcended the boundaries of
one country to become a world
system, and imperialism had en-
tered a stage of general crisis and
irremediable decline.

Never before had the national
aspirations enjoyed such favoura-
ble international conditions. In feu-
dal times, those nations who were
victims of aggression could only
rely on their own strength to win
victory in their struggle, taking
advantage of the power struggle
within the ruling class of the
aggressor country, of popular in-
surrections in that country, and of
punitive wars between feudal
empires. But even if they managed
to regain and maintain their inde-
pendence, small nations had to ac-
cept the hegemony of the big
nations to some extent, and could
hardly hope to preserve complete
and firm independence.

The imperialist era was marked
by @ few imperialist countries
occupying almost all the countries
in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
and imposing their rule on the
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35 YEARS OF STRUGGLE

world. Jungle law
justice was scorned.

As carly as spring 1941, when
the Second World War broke out,
the Communist Party of Vietnam
and President Ho Chi Minh were
alreadv predicting that * just as
the previous world war gave
birth to the Soviet Union, a social-
ist country, so this world war will
give birth to many other socialist
countries, enabling the revolution
in many countries to succeed.". (1)
The Party consequently undertook
to vigorously step up the Viet-
namese people’s struggle, and step
by step changed from political
struggle to political struggle com-
bined with armed struggle. in
order to wage partial insurrections
and eventually to launch a nation-
wide uprising to seize power
throughout the country. Seizing
the unique opportunity offered by
the annihilation of German fas-
cism and Japanese militarism — the
most bellicose and strongest forces
of imperialism — and the weaken-
ing of the whole imperialist sys-
tem, the Party led the entire peo-
ple, in both rural and urban areas,
to rise up in general insurrection
and establish revolutionary power
throughout the country. This cor-
rect policy and the quick triumph
of the August Revolution in 19435
practically paralysed the 60,000
Japanese troops which remained
on Vietnamese soil and presented
the allied forces which came to
disarm the Japanese troops with a
fait accompli — the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, an indepen-
dent and sovereign country, had
been founded.

prevailed and

Thirty years later, in 1973, the
Vietnamese people were offered a
similarly favourable international
situation ; the US defeat in Viet-
nam which forced it to withdraw
its troops from Vietnam marked a
new world situation — the  post-
Vietnam period characterized by a
generalised and determined opposi-
tion by the American people to a
second Vietnam. Meanwhile, the
petrol war in late 1973 plunged
the capitalist world into an all-
round, far-reaching, drawn-out
and insoluble crisis. Seizing this
historic opportunity, the Party led
the Vietnamese people to the com-
plete liberation of the South and
the reunification of the country

This came as a complete and utter
shock 1o the US imperialists and
the Beijing reactionaries.

Closely combing the strength
of the nation with the strength
of the epoch for invincible
aggregate sirength

Compared with the French colo-
nialists, or the US imperialists or
the Beijing reactionaries, the eco-
nomic and military strength of
Vietnam is tiny.

The aggressors’ weaknesses lie
rather in the injustice of their
actions, on the one¢ hand, and in
their inability to concentrate their
economic and military forces on
their aggression against Vietnam
alone, on the other. And indeed
their goal is more far-reaching.
Because of their great ambitions,
they have to disperse their forces
in ‘manv parts of the world to
serve their aims of expansion and
domination, to cope with rival
imperialist powers, and they have
to keep some forces at home to
defend their regimes. In particular,
they have to reckon with the
Soviet Union when deploying
their forces since it is the biggest
force of containment and deter-
rence blocking the imperialists’
aggressive and bellicose plans.
Finally, thev also have to guard
themselves against the growing
offensive of the world revolution.
The Vietnamese revolution has
thus come out stronger than anv
enemy force because Vietnam is
fighting for a just cause, has the
strength which lies in the soli-
darity of the entire people, and
morcover, enjoys the solidarity
and support of the people of the
world united in a common lront
against imperialism and reaction.

- This does not mean that any
form of national struggle for peace.

independence and socialism can
optimally combine at the highest
level the strength of the nation

with that of the era by itself. This
must be the conscious work of the
leaders of the revolution. It is the
consistent policy  of the Vietnam-
ese Party and 3State to closelv
associate the struggle of the Viet-
namese people with the revolu-
tionarv cause of the people of the
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world and to give active support
and assistance to the revolutionary
movements in different countries.

We have alwayvs paid due atten-
tion to the interaction between the
Vietnamese revolution and the
world revolution and judiciously
combined the interests of our
nation with the interests of other
nations in the world, and we strive
our best for the common cause of
the world revolution. We always
uphold the banners of national
independence and socialism and
we closely combine genuine patriot-
ism with proletarian internatios -
alism.

~ The Vietnamese people’s struggle
for independence has always been
closely associated with the siruggle
of the people of the world for
peace. Our people’'s fight itself
constitutes a positive contribution
to the safeguading of world peace.
During the anti-US war of resist-
ance when the US escalated and
broadened the war to its largest
scale we stood by our policy of
containing the struggle within the
borders of Vietnam.

The Vietnamese people were
deeply moved by the declarations
of many fraternal countries offer-
ing to send volunteers to Vietnam,
but we were confident that with our
own forces and with wholehearted
world support and assistance, both
moral and material, we would be
able to defeat the US aggressors.
This reflected our correct concep-
tion of the interaction between our
national interests and the interests
of world peace.

_Throughout their struggle the
Vietnamese people have regarded
their solidarity  with the Soviet
Union and the other fraternal
socialist countries as a factor of
vital importance for their own
cause as well as for the revolu-
tionary cause of the people of the
world as a whole. Now as before
we resolutely oppose all imperialist
schemes 1o interfere in and weak-
en the world socialist system.
We fully support the justified
retaliatory measures taken” by the
Soviet Union and other socialist
countries during the counter-revo-
lutionary putsches in Hungary and
Czechoslovakia masterminded by
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imperialism and the other reac-
tionary torces. We have uncom-
nromisingly struggled against those
forces which seek to divide the
world revolutionary movement.
of which the Soviet Union and the
socialist system is the pillar —the
Beijing reactionaries who plot to
destroy the unity of the move-
ment and eventually to abolish the
socialist system, thé common f{ruit
of the revolutionary struggle of
the people of the world.

While

fighting for their own
national independence, the Viet-
namese people have also consis-

tently stood in the front line of
the resolute struggle of the peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America
for national independence and a
new  world  economic  order,
against imperialism, colonialism,
racism and zionism,

Vietnam is active in the non-
aligned movement. We stand for
non-participation of the non-align-
ed movement in any military bloc ;
but to stand outside the bloes is
not the goal of the movement. The
movement should struggle against
colonialism, old and new, in order
to win peace, national independ-
ence and socialism, and defend the
nation’s natural resources. We are
of the view that the non-aligned
movement shouid unite and coop-
erate with the socialist countries
which are their most loyal and
trustworthy friends, in order to
consolidate national independence
and build prosperous countries.
We oppose the scheme of the
Beijing reactionaries to steer the
non-aligned movemens away from
its proper course of opposin
imgcrialism and colonialism an
to bring it within their orbit. We
protest against their policy of
opposing to two “superpowers”
of their “three worlds" theory,
which is essentially a policy of
colluding with the "imperialists 1o
oppose the socialist countries and
the world revolutionary move-
ment.

For the last one hundred years
or so the three Indochinese coun-
tries have been constant victims of
toreign aggression. The French
colonialists, the Japanese milita-
rists, the US imperialists and now
the Bejing expansionists have all

ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT

nurtured schemes 1o subjugate the
three countries of Vietnam, Laos
and Kampuchea. Their traditional
policy has always been 1o divide
and rule, to use ihe people of this
country to oppose the people of
the two other countries, and 10 use
one country as a base from which
to annex the other countries
When faced with these common
enemies, it is natural for the
peoples of the Indochinese coun-
tries to unite closely, in order to
tight and together win victory for
the independence of cach country.
Tnat is the law of the revolution
of each countrv. This noble soli-
darity, a model of proletarian
internationalism, has won interna-
tional praise and is frowned upon
only by the imperialists and reac-
tionaries

While fighting aguinst Iirench
colonialism, US imperialism and
Beijing hegemonism, our people
have always attached greatimport-
ance to friendship and solidarity
with the French, American and
Chinese peoples, because both our
people and the peoples of these
countries are direct victims of the
aggressive and bellicose policy of
the ruling circles in their coun-
tries

The combined strength of our
nation and of the era reached its
peak in the anti-US war of resist-
ance. The world people’s front in
support of the Vietnamese people
in resisting US aggression played
a significant role in forcing ‘the
United States to end the war and
withdraw its troops from Vietnam
In order to reach its goal, this front
was involved in 4 concerted
struggle to defeat the plot of the
Beijing reactionaries to divide the
world revolutionary movement in
an attempt to monopolize the fight
of the Vietnamese people for the
benefit of their collusion with the
US imperialists.

The Vietnamese people’s struggle
covered a period during which the
world revolutionary movement
faced great difficulties and com-
plexities and went through deep
crises. In the 350's and 06o's, the
marvellous progress of science and
technology was overshadowed by
the nuclear power potential and
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the bellicosity of US imperialism.
This generated widespread fear of
a third world war and serious
doubts about the possibility of
safeguarding world peace, and of
repeiling and defeating US impe-
rialistn.  For its  part, national
liberation movements experienced
a series of setbacks, such as the
failure of the Congolese revolu-
tion, the reverses in Latin America
following the death of Che Gueva-
ra, the failures of the Dominican
and Indonesian revolution, and the
defeats of the Arab countries in
face of US-backed Israeli aggres-
sion.  Mecanwhile, the Beijing
expansionists violated Indian terri-
tory, undermined the Asian-Afri-
can solidarity, subotaged the second
Afro-Asian Conference and caused
a serious split among the socialist

countries and the international
communist moverment.
In this situarion. the dauntless

struggle ot the Vieinamese people
against LS imperialism had major
significance in the context of the
destiny of the world and the world
revolutionary  movement. Never
before had the destiny of a small
nation been so closely linked to
the destiny of the people of the
world. The Vietnamese people’s
determination to fight to the end,
whatever the Lardships and sacri-
fices, Was a great cncouragement
to the people of the world and
strengthened their confidence in
the ultimate victory of the struggle
for peace. mnational independ-
ence, democracy and socialism,
In return for the Vietnamese
people’s contribution, the pecple
of the world gave them unquali-
fied, and most effective, deep and
far-reaching support.

It is in this sense that the victory
of the Vietnamese people and the
defeat of US imperialism have
made significant contributions to
changing the world balance of
forces and averting the danger of
another world war. :

Gradually fighting off and
beating, and eventually de-
feating the enemy completely

All wars of national liberation,
like that ol the Vietnamese people
1o liberate themselves from foreign
domination, have alwavs begun
with an unequal fight in which
an empty-handed people was con-
‘ronted with a much bigger and
stronger enemy ; and this fight has
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aiways had to go through muany
stages of very arduous and pro-
tracted struggle in order to gra-
dually change the balance of for-
ces before achieving final victory.
This was as true in the past a< it
is 1o day.

T'he ultimate goals put forwara
by the Communist Party of Viet-
nam for the national liberation
struggle have been independence
and unity. These are uncompro-
mising principles. To achieve these
goals we have had 1o conduct a
stage-by-stage struggle to win vic-
tories, and we have had to be
judicious in our choice of tactics
so that they conform to the Dbal-
ance of forces and to the require-
ments and the slogans of struggle
in each stage. '

The signing on 60 March 1946 of
the Modus Vivendi between our
(Government and  the French
Government forced the French to
recognize the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam as a [rec, sovereign
State, though not yet a fuily inde-
pendent  and unified one. We
agreed to let 13,000 French troops
enter the North for u period not
exceeding five years, in order to
get rid of 180,000 Jiang lieshi
(Chiang Kai-shek) troops and te
sweep away their henchmen, the
local reactionaries; we would thus
win time to consoclidaie and streng-
then our forces in preparation for
the nation-wide resistance against
the French colonialist aggressors
which we knew was inevitable.

Following the Dien Bien Phu
victory our people were in a posi-
tion to win complete victory and
liberate the whole country: but
the Beijing ruling circles shame-
lessly betrayed them by prevent-
ing this possibilitv.

The signing of the 1934 Geneva
Agreements thus did not fully
reflect our people's victory on the
battleficld, but nevertheless mark-
ed another step forward by our
people on the long road of
struggle: France was forced 1o
end its war of aggression in Viet-
nam and withdraw troops from
Vietnam, recognize the fundamen-
ial national rights of the Vietnam-
ese  people, namely independ-
ence, sovereignly, unity and territo-
rial integrity, something it had
refused  to  accept eight vears
before in the March 6, 1946 Modus
Vivendi. Northern Vietnam was

liberated

completely and cm-
barked on socialist contruction.
The achievements in  economic

development and national defence
ol the socialist North made it «
stable base for the whole country
in the anti-US resistance aimed at
national democratic revolution and
national reunification. It also made
it possible for us to carry ou
our international duty toward the
revolution of Laos and Kampuchea.

I 19h0 a political programme
was issued by the South Vietnum
National Front for Liberation in
which the aims of the Front were
clearly tooust the US from Soutl
Vietnam and eventually reunify the
country; this involved a tactical
acceptance of a temporarily indep-
e¢ndent and neutral South Vietnam

In 1968 the US had to adopt .
policy of simultaneously fighting
and negotiating with Vietnam, and
was forced to end unconditionaliv
the bcmbing of the North and 1o
agree to sit at the conference table
with the South Vietnam National
Front for Liberation. Thi  was
another success of the Vietnamese
revolution, marking a new step
and a steady advance of the anti-
US war of resistance. The tactics
of holding a four-party conference
on Vietnam protected the socialis
North by providing it with condi-
tions to restore the economy and
increase its all-round potential and
effective assistance to the revolu-
tion in the South as well as in
laos and Kampuchea. By accept-
ing to negotiate with the South
Vietnam National Front for Liber-
ation, the United States actually
recognized the role of the From
in the settlement of the South
Vietnam issue. This represented
another retreat by the US in its
scheme to place South Vietnam
nnder its complete control.

The signing of the Paris Agree-
ment in January 1973 greatly
changed the balance of forces 1«
the favour of the Vietnamese
people. The United States had 1
commit itself to end its war of
aggression, pull out all its troops
and the troops of its satellites from
South Vietnam, and thus irrevo-
cubly confirm its military with-
drawal from Indochina in order to
avoid another Vietnam. At the
same time the United States had 1o
accept the reality of a South Viei-
nam with two administrations, twe
armies, two zones of control and
three political forces. This wus &
major step toward complete abo-
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lition of the puppet administration
in the South. For our part, we
accepted the temporary existence
of the puppet administration in_the
South in order to force the US to
withdraw all its troops and cease its
interference in the South. Thus,
the puppet administration not only
lost its prop —the US expeditiori-
ary corps — but also was denied
status as the only legal adminis-
tration in South  Vietnam: now
they were only one of three
cqually legal forces in the South.
Meanwhile, the revolution firmly
maintained its military and poli-
tical strength and was provided
with a firm legal basis on which
to continue its advance. The sign-
ing of the Paris Agreement thus
made possible the complete libera-
tion of the South and contributed
to the victory of the revolutionary
cause of all the threc countrics in
Indochina.

Events have shown that the meth -
od of fighting off the enemy step
by step and Dbeating them onc
sector at a time, and eventually
completely defeating them is cor-
rect and accurate. From the Modus
Vivendi of 6 March 1946 to the
1954 Geneva Agreements, then the
1973 Paris Agreement, the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam has led
the Victnamese people, step by
step, to steady victories and finally
to the realisation of the ultimate
goal of national independence and
complete  reunification of the
country.

Consistently pursuing a policy
of peace, friendship and all-
round cooperation with other
countries

Immediately after the founda-
tion of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam President Ho Chi Minh
pointed out (in the Declaration of
independence proclaimed on Sep-
tember 2nd, 1945) that * All the
peoples on the earth are equal from
birth, all the peoples have a right
to live and to be happy and free,
Our State has been loyal to this
correct attitude 1o relations  be-
tween the nations and countries of
the world throughout the past 3z
vears, consistently  following "
policy of peace, friendship and
many-sided cooperation with other
countries. The Vietnamese: people
have been victims of successive
aggression by the French colonial-
ists and the US imperialists in the
past, and the Beijing reactionaries
at present, and thev remain as de-
termined to defend their independ-

No. g — 1980

ence. freedom and’ peace as to
respect and support the independ-
ence, freedom and peace of other
nations.

We have consistently pursued a

policy  of peace and friendship
among countries with different

social systems and a policy of solv-
ing disputes through negotiations.
Even when avowed enemies have
plotted to infringe their indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, the Vietnamese people
have persisted in their policy of
negotiation  to prevent conflicts
and bloodshed, and have taken to
arms to fight aggression only when
forced to. This is borne out by the
negotiations in 1946 and 1954, the
implementation of the 1954 Geneva
Agreements, the five vears of ne-
gotiation with the United States and
the implementation of the 1973
Paris Agreement, and again by our
consistent_policy of negotiation
with the Pol Pot-leng Sary clique
from 1975 to 1978 and with the
Chinese authorities at present all
ample evidence of the correct po-
licy of our State. Meanwhile, we
are ready  to establish  normal
relations  even  with  countries
which have sent troops to invade
our country. We have established
and since broadened our relations
with France, and we are ready to
normalize relations with the Unit -
ed States on the basis of respect
tor the independence and  sov-
ercigniy of Vietnam.

With regard to our neighbours in
Southeast Asia, we have consistently
affirmed  our desire to build
long-term relations of friendship
and cooperation according to the
principles  of respect for each
other's independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity  and politi-
cal system, renunciation of the
use or the threat of force, non-in-
terference ineach other's internal
affairs and settlement of disputes
by peaceful negotiations. This po-
licy remains unchanged. For this
reason, right after our country
was completely liberated and reu-
nilied, we showed our readiness
not only to forget their hostility
toward our country during our
people’s war of  resistance against
US aggression but also to establish
diplomatic relations with all coun-
tries in the region. We have pro-
posed and stand ready to discuss
and sign a non-aggression pact with
the members of ASEAN, just as
we are ready to discuss with them
the establishment of a peaceful, in-
dependent free, neutral, stable and
prosperous Southeast Asia.

Our country’s policy of peace,
friendship and cooperation with
other countries has contributed
positively to the safeguarding of
peace in Southeast Asia and in the
world. In 1950 we established diplo-
matic relations with the countries
in the socialist camp. Todav we
have relations with 105 countries
including the socialist™ countries,
national independent countries as
well as developed capitalist  coun-
tries.

The past 35 years is the longest
period of peace the people of the
world have been able to maintain
since the emergence of imperial-
ism. But during these 335 vears, it

has been con Vietnam™ that the
flame of war has raged most
continuously and atrociousiv, bul
our people have overcome the

worst difficultics and have vecord-
ed victories of historic and inter-
national significance

At present, the collusion hetween
Chincse great-nation expansionism
and hegemonism and imperialism,
and in particular US imperialism,
and other reactionary forces, is
posing 2 sericus threat to the in-
dependence, sovereignty, peace and
security of the nations in Indochi-
na and the whole of Southeast
Asia. The Beijing hegemonists have
large-scale expansionist ambitions.
But their capabilities are limited.
They are still weak, and more
important still, they are trying to
carry out their plans in the post-
Vietnam period, when the three
revolutionary currentsof the world
have become stronger and are
launching a much more impetuous
offensive than in the period imme-
diately following the =e¢cond
World War. Whereas British and
French imperialism were able to
maintain their colonial rule over
the world for many centuries, after
World War Two, US imperialism,
despite being the strongest of any
imperialists ever, has only been
able to rule the roost for a few
decades. Beijing hegemonism can
in no way match up to British,
French and American imperialism ;
and cannot avoid the dismal fate
that has befallen past aggressors.

(Condensed  from an  article by

Phue Cuong in Tap Chi Cong San
(Review of Communism), June 1980

(1) Resolution of the Sth Flenum of
the Party Central Committee (1045)
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Pine - apples at the * 26 March” State Farm in the northern border province of Ha Tuven
Photo : NGUY EN TAN

ot development of Vietnam's agriculture over the

past 33 years. Per hectare yield as well as total
output of rice have doubled since 1945. Nevertheless,
biz difficulties remain in food production. What are
these problems and how can we solve them:

I.\' a previous issue we outlined the various stages

1. Problems of productive force

We are privileged by a rich and diversified
tropical agriculture and have abundant land and
manpower resources. But these advantages hive not
been fullv exploited.

First of all, the average rice yield per hectare
throughout the country remains low: about 3 metric
tons even though somé outstanding units have reaped
from = to 7 tons and these include not only coopera-
tives, villages and hamlets but also larger localities
like provinces and districts. In fact, the productivity
of most of the land under cultivation is still low.
The causes are diverse: in some localities the land
has not been sufficiently improved, in others it is
due to a lack of material and technical facilities, and
‘n other localities it is due to bad production
management. In quite a few cases, it results from
the failure to arouse the working masses' sense of
collective mastery.

Whereas in many regions cooperatives have grown
three crops on the same land each year, most of the
country grows only slightly more than one crop per
year. Vast capabilities remain for increasing the
number of crops on the same land because the con-
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ditions of climate, weather. temperature and daylight
in our couniry are very lavourable tor growing
many plants throughout the year The achievements
of agricultural science and technology, especially
those concerning crop structure, have made it possible
for almost all the cultivated lard in different regions
of our country to grow two or three crops per year
with  high vield. In fact, many localities and
cooperatives have obtained remarkable results in
this area, bringing the coetficient of land utilisation
to almost three, such as the Binh Minh co-op in Ha
Son Binh, Thang Long co-op in Hai Hung, and
Quvnh Bao in Thai Binh. However, in the country
as a2 whole this coefficient is still very low, stand-
ing at 1.35 (1.6 in the North and r1 in the South).
Worthy of note is that 2.3 million hectares in the
whole country still grow only one rice crop a year,
nearly two million of which are in the South. In
many areas most land growing two rice crops can
grow an additional crop in winter. But this possibility
remains unexploited.

Throughout the country almost five million
hectares more can be put to culiivation. Therc are
at present only a little more than five million
hectares of cultivated land in the whole country, or
one hectare for every ten or more people. This
situation imposes very strict limitations to the
development of agriculture and requires urgent
consideration. This small per capita land area prevents
the development of a multi-product agriculture
capable of ensuring the basic needs of society in
food and clothing as well as the need for accumula-
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tion. Such an agriculture cannot serve either as a
pasis {or the development of other branches of the
economy. Therefore, we are left with no other
alternative than to step up land reclamation in order
to bring the total cultivated area in the whole
country to about 11 million hectares after two or
three five-vear plans. Furthermore, only through
land reclamation can we constitute, step by step.
areas of concentrated, specialized and intensive
cultivation along the lincs of large-scale socialist
production.

To exploit our great capabilities in intensive and
multi-crop cultivation on the existing land and
quickly expand our cultivated area through land
reclamation we have to solve simultancously the
following series of questions:

Firstly, we must understand that agricultural
production involves not one but many branches. [t must
solve not only questions arising from its own needs
but also requires help from and coordination with
many other branches during the whole process of
production (engincering, metallurgy, electricity,
chemicals, communications and transport) and in
distribution work with the ministries of foreign and
home trade. Most important of all is the building of
the main material and technical bases of agriculture.

We must solve the question of irrigation at all
costs. Over the past 335 vears, especially since the
restoration of peace in the North (1954), the Party,
Government and people have built quite a com-
prehensive system of irrigation and drainage capable
of servicing 507 of the rice area and reducing the
area subjected to annual flooding to only 300,000
hectares. But this is far from meeting the require-
ments  of production especially those of intensive
farming, multi-cropping and productivity increases.
The present systems of irrigation and drainage still
lack uniformity and are not vet capable of limiting
the damage caused by natural disasters (such as the
loss of millions of hectares of rice during the 1978
floods, or the serious damage to more than 500.000
hectares caused by a prolonged drought in Winter
and Spring 1979). Another difficulty comes from the
inadequate znd erratic electricity supply for the
pumping stations. The present power plants can
cnsure normally 40°  of the electricity needed.
Morecover, mostof the existing irrigation and drainage
works still operate below capacity. )

Inadequate irrigation and drainage is observed
mainly in the arcas of large-scale agriculture where
big possibilities exist for crop multiplication, intensive
farming and higher per hectare vield, such as the
eastern part ol South Vietnam, the Central Highlands
and the Mekong River delta. In the whole country
there remain 2.3 million hectares grown to only onc
crop & year. To turn this area into double-crop land
much remains to be done with regard 10 irrigation
in order to dam up salty water, wash out alkali, drain
surplus water and bring in fresh water. The growing
of perennial industrial crops in the eastern part of
South Vietnam and the Central Highlands requires
good irrigation... All this is greatly reducing our
capacity to take advantage of the favourable natural
‘onditions in each region. Over the question of ferti-
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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS

NGUYEN NGOC TRIU

Minister of Agriculture

lizer, in the next few vears we cannot rapidly in-
crease the supply of chemical fertilizers like nitro-
genous, phosphate and potash fertilizers. What is
more, we cannot draw an accurate plan f{or the
supply of these fertilizers since the bulk of them
are to be imported. Meanwhile, both the area
under cultivation and the need for more intensive
farming are continualiy expanding. Our solution to
the problem is to step up the production, processing
and use of organic manure (litter. green manure,
silt, alluvium and other sources| combined with a
rational use of chemical fertilizers. The recent deci-
sion of the government to devote 10-15% of cultivat-
ed land for the developiment of stockbreeding. espe-
cially pig breeding. is actually intended to increasc
the supply of meat as well as fertilizer.

But it is clear that all these questions cannot be
solved overnight. Especially in the southern prov-
inces where the use of organic fertilizer was unknown
to the farmers who entirely depended on imports
for their fertilizers, it will take some time to trane-
torm these habits and traditions.

Furthermore, it is not easv to supply encugh
organic fertilizer for the newly cultivaled lands,
especially in the Mekong River delta, and zll the
more so when the multiplication of crops and inten-
sive farming demand ever increasing amounts of
fertilizers. Accordingly, chemical fertilizers remain
an important necessity in these regions.

As for mechanisation, while ploughing in the past
relied mainly on animal power and manual imple-
ments, today over 30% of the cultivated area are
ploughed and harrowed by machines. Almost all
districts throughout the country already have either
a State-run station or team of tractors supplemented
by the small tractors of the cooperatives (in the North),
or the tractors owned by collectives or individuals
‘in the South). Some jobs in agricultural production
like pumping, transport, rice thrashing and husking,
have been partly mechanized.

Big problems remain to be solved in the supply of
machine parts and accessories in view of the limited
capacity of the engineering industry and also of the
disparity of the farming machines coming from
different countries. On the other hand, the fuel
supply for the tractors and pumping stations is both
inadequate and erratic.

In the coming years, a primary task in the mecha-
nisation of agriculture is to ensure enough traction
power for new large tracts of land 10 be opened in
the eastern part of Sonth Vietnam. the Central
Highlands and in the Mekong River delta. land
which is capable of supporting several crops in
cach year, especially the winter crop areas in the
northern provinces. Besides, 2 sizable amount of
machines and equipment must be devoted to land
reclamation.

Thus, it can be said tnatintensive farming, multi-
plication of crops and expansion of the land under
cultivation is a sirategic and fundamental orientation
for Vietnamese agriculture, and a correct one at that
In recent vears we have striven in thét orientation
and have recorded notable achievements in spite of
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IMaize harvest in newlv reclaimed land in the Southern
province of Thuan Hai.

Photo .
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uumerous difficulties. Grear efforts are required in
the next few vears for multiple reasons: the harsh
natural conditions which we are not yet in a position
to overcome, the already backward material and
technical bases of agriculture which have moreover
been devastated by two protracted and fierce wars,
and the ever-present threat of a new war.

The labour force in agriculture has been diverted
to the needs of national defence and other branches
of the economy, so that the lubour force in the coun-
Iryside is mainly constituted by women and elderly
people. Inthe present conditions where tools are still
in the main manual implements we are obviously
aot in a position to cope with the increasing volume
of work demanded by the multiplication of crops and
intensive farming.

2. Problems relating to the relations of
production and agricultural policies

At present, there still exists three cconomic sectors
in Vietnam's agriculture : State-run, cooperative and
private. The heterogenous relations of production.
especially in the South where private farming remains
predominant, are creating obstacles in many respects to
the building of the material and technical foundations
‘or agriculture, to the application of new technica]
measures as well as to the guidance and planning of
production...

In the North where we had the merit of having
basically completed agricultural cooperation we made
the mistake of leaving unresolved over a long period
the scope of the cooperatives, some co-ops being too
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large to suit our]present managerial capacity. Not
cnough attention has  been paid to building up the
material and technical foundations of the co-ops or to
raising cadres’ managerial capacity. Little improve-
ment has been made in managerial questions within
co-ops ; more specilicallv, there has been no attempt
to link the responsibility of the working people to the
agoods they produce. the system of distribution in the
co-ops does not stimulate the working zcal of the
producers.

In the South, during the campaign for setting up
new, socialist relations of production, many localities
set up agricultural cooperatives or collectives in order
to guide step by step the individual peasants ento the
collective path. However, in quite a few localities the
principle of voluntariness has not been strictly
observed, too much stress has been laid on quantity
at the expense of quality, preparations have been
inadequate especially in propaganda work and in the
training of managerial cadres for the co-ops and
collectives, the movement for agricultural cooperation
has been divorced from the building and consolidation
of the Party and mass organisations, etc. As a result
we still fail to demonstrate the superiority of the new
relations of production. At some point in time and
in some places this situation has adversely alfected
agricultural production.

Some policies relating to the prices of agricultural
products and other policies which were issued in
specific circumstances in the past have proved obsolete
and no longer suit the new conditions. Yet, we have
been late in modilying or correcting them.

All these shortcomings are being gradually over-
come. Recently, the dth plenum of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Vietnam (1979)
made 2 critical review of the situation and worked out
orientation to redress it. The resolution adopted at
the session calls for * promotion of agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries, the production of consumer goods
and exports”, concentrated investments in  water
conservancy, fertilizers, insecticides und tractive power
for agriculture, * consolidation of the cooperatives in
the North in conjunction with the building of the
district level, training of more managerial and techni-
cal cadres, improvement of managerial work, popu-
larisation of the experiences of the advanced co-ops,
increasing the economic efficiency of labour, land
and the existing means of production ™ in order 1o
develop production. In the South, the resolution calls
for the “steady consolidation of the existing cooper-
atives and production collectives and active prepara-
tions of the necessary conditions especially the
training of managerial cadres at the grassroots in
order to guide the farmers from the present low forms
of cooperation such as the mutual aid teams and
solidarity teams to higher forms such as production
collectives and cooperatives. ™

In particular, the resolution stresses the role of the
policies aimed at stimulating agricultural production
To imple ment the resolution, the government has
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promulgated a series of new policies such as the
policy to stabilize the duty of food contribution of
the peasants over a period of five years, the policy
to lease lands to individual peasants for the planting
of the winter crops, the policy to distribute proceeds
according to labour within the cooperatives, the
policy on pig and cattle breeding, ctc. These new
policies are generating a wave of enthusiasm among
the peasants and encouraging them to produce more
products. They are not only stimulating the peasants
but also providing a firmer basis to ensure the
interests of the State, the collectives as well as the
individual farmers.

3. Other problems

To solve the question of agriculture in Vietnam in
general, and the food problem in particular, the first
thing is to step up intensive farming and multiplica-
tion of crops. This requires a proper solution to the
question of the productive forces and the relations of
production as well as the related policies.

The question of land reclamation is also being
posed urgently. This is a strategic and at the same
time an urgent task. However, it is not a simple task
because it requires big investments.

There are great possibilities for land reclamation
in the hilly and mountainous areas of South Viet-
nam in the Central Highlands and in some areas of
the Meckong River delta which are salty and alkaline
in the dry season and flooded in the rainy season.
The opening up of these regions requires a series of
measures : reclamation of land and shaping of ficlds,
water conservancy (irrigation of the hilly areas),
driving back saltv waters, draining alkali, draining
any surplus water, conserving water in the plain,
building production projects and welfare projects to
receive settlers coming from other areas. All this
demands a concentration of materials, equipment
and investments of the State, which is a major diffi-
culty in the present conditions

Dairy cows at the Ba Vi State
Farm, Ha Son Binh province.

Photo : NGUYEN TAN
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Land reclamation is being carried out under the
slogan * Begin where conditions are most favourable,
cooperation between the State and the people, put
the land under cultivation wherever it is reclaimed,
combine short-term with long-term interests, combine
the economy with national defence”. It is also
recommended that preparations must be careful and
all-embracing and technical norms must be strictly
observed throughout the process of land reclamation
and cultivation in order to ensure high productivity
right from the beginning. These questions are being
successfully tackled in the Mekong River delta.

Alongside land reclamation we must redistribute
the labour force and the population, first of all in
the provinces and localities with too high population
densities and too little cultivated land, especially in
the Red River delta and the towns and cities in the
South. The transfer of millions of working people
from the congested arcas to the newly reclaimed
lands will be a difficult revolutionary task which we
must accomplish at all costs.

Furthermore, the food problem cannot be solved
without checking the present rate of natural popula-
tion growth. Compared with 1945 our food output
has doubled but the population growth has been
even higher. If this rate is allowed to continue it
will surely outstrip the rate of food increase.

Nor can we solve the food problem through grow.
ing rice alone, but we must also grow more subsi-
diary crops. With our rich agricultural potential
and the advantages of our natural conditions, we
must expand stock-breeding and f{isheries; in short
we must step by step build a rich and diversified
agriculture.

Big and difficult problems confront us but with
our still unexploited potentials in land and man-
power, with our experiences gained during the past
vears and the correct policies and measures newly
worked out, we are confident our goal is attainable.




THE FIGHT AGAINST FLOODING

IN THE RED

been challenged by a serious natural disaster.
Before the floods caused by continuous
rainstorms during 20 and 21 July had been over-
come the tropical typhoon *JOE™ brought heavy
rains for two consecutive days on 23 and 24 July.
Rainfall in Phu Tho area of  Vinh “Phu province
was measured at 755 millimetres. The rains con-
siderably swelled thé Red river, Thai Binh river and
Day river which were already in spate. First degree
alert was quickly changed fo third degree alert all
along these rivers (the flood crest at Pha Laion Thai
Binh river was only two centimetres below danger
level). The situation was compounded by the
rising tide in the Tonkin Gulf. All these factors con-
curred to cause flooding in the greater part of the
area ol wet rice crops, more than half of which
were newly transplanted or sown fields in the plains
and uplands of Bac Bo and Thanh Hoa province.
According to preliminary estimates of the Central
Committce for Combating Floods and Storms,
409,000 hectares were seriously flooded of which
201,500 hectares were completely ruined.

ONCE again the peasants of North Vietnam have

A campaign was launched urgently to save the
flooded fields and ensure the lanting of all the
planned area with winter rice. Time is running out
since the planting season is drawing to its end.

RIVER DELTA

In some areas the water is receding by itself along
with the sea tide but in many others gigantic efforts
are being deployed to scoop water out of the fields
by every possible means, mechanical as well as manual,
such as scoops and waterwheels. The immediate goal is
to save the rice seedlings and sow new seeds before it
is too late. In some places people had to spread mud
on drying vards for sowing. Wherever conditions
permit people are resorting to the direct sowing
method in order to shorten the growth period of the
rice plants,

Thanks to all these efforts, by early August half
of the flooded area had been saved and thousands
of hectares had been sown with new seeds. Never-
theless, due to the seriousness and the scale of the
floods, and also to the scarcity of available means
for combating it (pumps, fuel, electricity) transplant-
ing will be too late in many areas and this will
undoubtedly affect the output of this winter's rice
crop. To make up for this loss, all flooded localities
are concentrating efforts on tending the unaffected
or only slightly affected area in order to increase
their ouput.

However, also according to preliminary estimates
of the Central Committee for Combating Floods and
Storms, about 3,120,000 people of the total 6,460,000
in the flooded areas will suffer from food shortages.

OUR MONTHLY...

(Continued from page 1)

is against our will as we long for peace to rebuild our
war-tern country, We wish to live in peace with all our
netghbours, be they great or small.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is very glad to have
on its western borders two friendly countries, Laos and
Kampuchea, which have for one hundred years shared weal
and woe with us and fought by our side, and whick now
work together with us for the same goal—that of securing
a happy life under socialism for the people of each country
with strict respeet for our mutual independénce and soz-
ereignty.

Our three countries have on many occasions reafjirmed
their desire to live in peace and friendship with all” coun-
fries in Southeast Asia and to respect their right to choose
their own political and social regimes. We are aware of
the profound ideological rift betzveen the Chinese rulers and
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ourselves when they betray socialist ideals in the name of
socialism. But, why, in relations between States, cannol
there be peaceful coexistence and seltlement of disputes
through negotiations? That s why, while not slackening
our vigilance, we outstretch our hands in peace to our
northern neighbours and put forward proposals for the
nermalization of relations with them. To the same end, we
wish to establish and develop normal relations and mutual
co-operation with all countries in the world including the
(7S according to the principle of peaceful coexistence.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is proud of its ;5
vears of development which constitute a fitting continuation
of the national history of Vietnam. and which have inspired
people of conscience  throughout the world. Aware of the
difficulties confronting us we wish for peace/ul co-opera-
tion with the world community so as te rapidly bring our
country up to the level we had hoped for.

On the threshold of our 30th year we send this message
of peace and co-operation, which at the same time reflects
our delermination to preserve the ind.pendence we  have
won back at such a price, with the hope that it zwill he
heard by all countries concerned.

22 August 198%
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KAMPUCHEA AND...

(Continued from page 3)

But as time passed the world has
seen where the truth lies. Kampuchea
has received many  journalists and
observers of wvarious international
bodies as well as relief organisations
of western countries.” Most of them
have acknowledged that the situation
is improving in  Kampuchea. In
Phnom Penh and most of the rest of
Kampuchean territory almost complete
security has returned. Famine exists
only in the imagination of the enemies
of the Kampuchean people. They also
noted that if Kampuchea remains a
 problem™ “that is because the rem-
nants of the Pol Pot cligue and some
other Khmer reactionary groups. fed
and equipped (with weapons supplicd
by China) by the rightist ruling
circles in - Thailand, continue their
harassing  activities against  the
Phnom — Penh  administration. Thai
military forces, in providing support
to Pol Pot clique, hawe occasionally
violated the territory and sovereignty
of the People’s Republic of Kampu-

chea

Tagether with the Kampuchea revol-
utionary administration, | fetnam has
many times asserted that the situation
in Kampuchea is irreversible. This
means that no foreign power can
Jorce the Kampuchean ~people to
abandon the path they have chosen
But this does not mean that the 1iet
namese forces will stay in Kampuchea
indefinitely. Once the threat of the
Betjing expansionists against Kampu-
chea and Vietnam has been removed,
then at the request of the Kam puchean
Government, “the “Vietnamese units

will withdraw to their country just as
they did following the success of the
anti-French and  anti-1’S  wars of
resistance.

On the other hand, together with
the authorities in Phnom Penh and
Vientiane we reiterate the desire of
the countries on the Indochinese penin-
sula to maintain good relations of
neighbourhood and  cooperation with
Thailand, their readiness to coexist
peacefully with Thailand, and join

Jorces with it for the happiness of the

peoples of all countries concerned,
for instance to cooperate in the
Mekong  river  project. We  will
strictly respect the sovercignty and
territorial integrity of Thailand. of
course, Thailand must fulfil the same
obligations toward its” castern neigh-
bours.

Vietnam  has also  proposed the
signing of a lreaty of non-aggression
with Thailand, but this still awaits
an answer. In this respect, Vietnam
supports  Kampuchea's proposal for
the setting up of a demilitarized zone
between Kampuchea and Thailand
This demonstrates that right now the
Vietnamese armed units stationed in
Kampuchea together with the revolu-
tionary armed forces of Kampuchea
commit  themselves to fully respect
Thailand's sovercignty and “territorial
integrity, unlike the slanderous claim
that Vietnum is harbouring aggressive
designs against Thailand. T hose who
are concerned with peace and security
in this region as well as with the
security of  Thailand cannot  but
acknowledge that the Kampuchean
proposal is the only reasonable ome in
the presenl situation.

The ruli.o circles in Bangkok
argue that there ts no need to set up a
demilitarized zone between Kampuchea

and Thailand but only inside Kampu-
chean territory because, they contend.
there ts no conflict between Kampu-
chea and Thailand and the existence
of a demilitarized zone on Thai terri-
tory signifies a loss of sovercignty
for Thailand, etc. Evervone can see
that this argument cannot hold :water
when  confronted with facts and s
Just another proof of thetr lack of
goodwill.

Another cause for concern is that
Bangkol has also rejected Kampu-
chea’s  proposal to moye the Kampu-
chean refugee camps far from the
border bétween the two countries. This
cannot  be explained v any other
motive than that Banghok wants to
maintain sanctuaries close to Kampu-
chea so that the remnants of Pol Pot's
troops and other Khmer reactionary
groups who are allowed to mingle
with the * refugees™ may continue
their sabotage activities against the
Kampuchean revol utionary forces

Bangkok's  attitude  has  caused
world-wide indignation. [t has heen
disapproved of “even by a growing
section of Thai political circles. Only
Beijing “is encouraging Bangkok to
persist in this preposterous attitude

It is our most fervent wish that the
Bangkoh authorities will soon realize
that tailing after Beijing ts not in
the interests " of Thatland, Their
interests, on the contrary, lie in
Thailand’s cooperating in peace with
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea in
order to build a peaceful and stable
Southeast  Asia, “ome  which really
belongs to its oun peoples.

LN
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ODERN medicine was founded 33 years ago
M with the establishment of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam.

In a poor and backward agrarian country like ours
just freed from the yoke of colonialism, our health
service met with virtually insuperable difficulties. In
1945, epidemics of cholera and small-pox slaughtered
hundreds of thousands of people. Five million of
malaria-stricken persons were recorded in mountain-
ous and swampy regions together with 10 million of
trachoma affected patients of whom 100,000 became
blind. The overall death rate was 3.27. Infantile
mortality reached the alarming proportion of 33—10%.
I'he hospital personnel in the wEole of Indochina
(Laos and Kampuchea included) totalled so doctors
of medicine and 20 first-class pharmacists (one phy-
sician for 180,000 inhabitants in 1939). The number
of hospitals was one per province.

A revolutionary line was adopted by the people’s
power and was later reaffirmed. Conceived in an
offensive spirit, it laid stress on prophylaxis without
neglecting therapeutics. Tradilionar medicine was
revalued in a light of science and combined with
modern medicine to create a truly scientific and
national medicine. On the organizational level,
this line called for a broad mass movement of which
the medical staff was to be the technical core.

First put to trial in the war of resistance from 1946
10 1934, it enabled us to efficiently protect the health
of our combatants and of the “inhabitants in the
resistance bases by dealing in the first place with
epidemics. While these were raging in the enemy-
held regions—a small-pox epidemicin 1934 carried off
s,000 persons in Hanoi alone —there were none in
the liberated zones. Even in the midst of the war,
vaccines were available and the population was
regularly vaccinated.

In the period between the two wars (1934-1904) a
medical network was set up in North Vietnam, and
spread to the remotest villages in  mountainous
regions. Following the system of administrative orga-
nization it had four echelons— central, provincial,
district and communal —and was strengthened from
top to bottom by the Association ol Traditional
Medicine with branches in both towns and country-
side. In 170 there was one doctor of medicine for
5,434 inhabitants and one assistant-doctor for 1.0g3
inhabitants.

This infrastructure was effective to cope with the
'S air and naval war of systematic destruction
(from end of 1964 to end of 1g72). The call to * teach
surgery to the whole medical body ™ was a great
help. During the heaviest bombardments, no wounded
people, no patients, no women giving birth, were
ieft uncared for, even in the hardest hit regions.

“The achievements recorded up to the reunification
of the country in 1976 are worth mentioning.
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GLIMPSE AT MODERN

Decisive success was won chiefly in the fight
against epidemics thanks to a regular and active
immunisation of the masses. Vaccination campaigns
were launched every vear: So:. of the population
were vaccinated against cholera and small-pox; g5
of children against poliomyelitis. All newborn babies
were vaccinated using dead BCG serum.

The main tropical epidemics, chiefly cholera,
small-pox and typhoid fever, have been eliminated
since 1957, and poliomyelitis since 1g61. The Institute
of Hygiene and Epidemiology supplied vaccines cor-
responding to international standards in sufficient
quantities against cholera, small-pox, typhoid and
paratyphoid fever, tetanus, rabies, whooping cough,
;liphlheria, poliomyelitis, T.B., Japanes¢c B encepha-
itis, etc.

The four_ widely prevalent social diseases were
eradicaled. Malaria, eliminated in the main since 1965,
is no longer endemic. (The death rate was 3.47%,, in
1979). Trachoma is now a thing of the past. The
ight against tuberculosis and leprosy, greatly ham-
pered by the US air war of destruction against the
North —let us recall US heavy raids on Quynh Lap
leprosarium — was most efficient.

Rural hygiene contributed to changing the face of
the countryside. The three main targets of rural
hygiene were stressed —double septic tanks, curbed
well and washroom. This type of septic tank, which
allows the composting on the spot of human faeces,
ended the danger of infection. The curbed well and
public or private washroom enabled us to solve the
problem of waste water and personal hygiene.

A nascent pharmaceutical industry with ramifica-
tions throughout the provinces and the growing of
medicinal plants made it possible to partially meet
the demand for drugs while at the same time set-
ting up a local distribution network, so useful during
the war vears

Traditional medicine has been reinstated with the
scientific study of ancient theories and recipes. Com-
bined with modern medicine, i1 has given rise to
new therapeutic methods where phytotherapy and
acupuncture are widelv applied. An extensive cam-
paign for the cultivation of medicinal plants and
manufacture of drugs from local inzredients derived
from plants and animals has been launched, contri-
buting to overcoming the shortagce of medicines.
Some of these drugs prove to be most effective
against dvsentery, obliterating arteritis, wounds in
soft parts, gastritis, stomach ulcers, heart-diseases,
etc.

While revaluing the national heritage our medical
and research workers have remained responsive to
the latest achievements of world medicine. Modern
techniques are being applied in our central and re-
zional hospitals - use of .radiosotopes, of artificial
lungs, hearts and kidneys, of chromatography, elec-
trophoruses, ete. Our gynaecologists and obstetricians
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are thoroughly acquainied with modern techniques.
Caesarean operations are practised even in district
hospitals. The death rate of newborn children has
been reduced to one per cent; that of women in
“hildbirth is 20 times less than before the revolution.
Our physicians have made a modest contribution to
world medicine by such work as hepatectomy of
ilije liver and research on cancer by Prof. Ton That
ung.

The partition of the country from 1954 10 1975 has
resulted in a time lag between the North and the
South. While in the Norih, medicine is of a socialist
nature and is managed by the State, in the enemv-
neld regions of the South, it essentially served pri-
vate customers and was geared to  therapeutics
rather than prophvlaxis and research.

US neo-colonialism has left in the South a devas-
tated natural surrounding, hot-beds of epidemics
and social diseases : V.D., toxicomania, T.B. and
leprosy. The health conditions of the toiling masses
left much to be desired because of the lack of a
medical apparatus serving the people and bound to
the people.

In reunified Viernam, medicine is still tacing
problems related to a of under-development.
This task is all the zreater because the aftermath of
the war has been aggravated by the consequences

of US neo-colonialism in the South. Its main task is

Diagnosis by ultrasound teck-
niques at  the cardiovascular
section of the Bach Mai Hospi-
tal, Hanoi

Photo : THU HOAJ
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to fight infectious, contagious and even epidemic
diseases in that part of the country.

Together with the socialist transformation of a
medical system serving essentially private customers
in the South, a streamlined medical service is beinc
set up throughout the country.

We can now boast of 1,650 State-run hospitals and
medical establishments and 10,500 rural health sta-
tions run by the people, totalling 175,000 beds. The
medical staff comprises in particular 10,000 gradua-
tes and post-graduates, 20% of which are trained in
fiigher institutes of medicine and pharmacologv, in
research institutes and in health centres.

After generalizing medical allowances, Vietnamese
medicine must embark on the road of scientific and
technical progress. New pathological cases so far
unknown or little known in Vietnam must be
studied : occupational diseases in industry, those o:
nutrition, of old age, cardiovascular and mental
diseases for instance. The shortage of material and
technical means caused by a low level of industria-
lization complicates this alreadv difficult task.

But modern Vietnamese medicine has provided
the proof of its vitality. With the gradual industri-
alization of the countrv, it will receive adequate sup-
port. Doubtless, it will develop into a national scien-
titic medical system responsive to the progress of
medical science in the world.

Q.V




The main building of the Quynh Giang health station
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HUU TAM

RURAL MEDICINE AT QUYNH GIANG

N interesting model tor rural
health work has been created
by Quynh Giang commune

in Quynh Luu district, Nghe Tinh
province. Almost three thousand
delegations, among them many for-
cigners, have come to see it since
1975. Bit by bit the commune has
become one of the best rural
anits, with a fully qualified staff
and adequate facilities. A judicious
combination of western medicine
and traditional methods has helped
solve in a comprehensive
many of the present problems —
prophylaxis, treatment, social dis-
cases, and familyv planning — and
has enabled treatment to be given
at home. And Quynh Giang is in
no way different 1irom other
places, socially or economically.

way
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Breaking the vicious circle

of poverly, ignorance and
illness

Quynh Giang is made up by
three former villages, Cao Hau

Dong, Luyen Dong and Yen Luu,
Most of the land was owned by a
few families protected by the parish
church. The biggest landlord was
Bang Binh, who owned hundreds
of mau (1) for himself alone.
Peasants had to sharecrop, and
yield was poor — just one or one
and a half tons per hectare —due
to water shortage. Even so, not all
could be share - croppers because
things were steadily going from
bad to worse. Non-Catholics had
to get converted before they were
allowed to work the church’s lands.

“Being landless is the greatest
indignity for a peasant,” confided

Mr Tran Luoc. He recalled that
during a dispute with a neighbour-
ing village, the inhabitants ot
Luyen Dong had to kill one of
their number and blame it on
their opponents. “I was nine vears
old at the time,” Mr Luoc conti-
nued. * The victim was a spinster
widow, who preferred dying in
this way so that her village might
win the suit. Even so we did not
fare any better than other people
in the region. In lean months people

would comb the mountains for
edible roots. Others would visit
remote hamlets to barter their

belongings for food, or join road
gangs in Laos. The road to Xieng
Khoang can be said to have been
built with the corpses of Nghe
Tinh natives.”

Mr Luoc, almost a century old,
remembers many  things about
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Quynh Giang. He took part in the
Nghe Tinh Soviet Movement, and
remained an aclive member of the
Party until he turned ninety.

*“ My family worked a plot we
reclaimed at the edge of the jungle,
hall a day’s journey away,™ re-
called the old man. “ Like other
folk we lived in a hut which was
a fire risk in the dry season. We
could afford just one set of clothes
a year, and that was only when
things were going well. The clothes
were of the cheapest material and
we had to dye them brown for
them 1o last longer. The only
‘educated’ people in the whole
village were three primary-school
graduates, among them my son-
The rest were illiterate. Most of
the villagers were afflicted with
eye diseases. Mr Lai The Phu, when
he was a child, was deliberately
left to lose one of his eyes. His
superstitious parents believed that
the loss would keep their son sate
from evil ¢pirits. People who made
frequent trips to the mountains of -
ten got malaria, and a cholera or
small-pox e¢pidemic would break
out everv three or four years.
Sometimes people died in such
numbers that even physicians were
too scared 1o come, and witch doc
tors had to be sent for instead.
Until my father's generation few
people had lived beyond fifty. New
life expectancy has become longer.
I have four younger brothers, the
youngest, seventy vears old, all of
them still fit and well My seven
children are either in their sixties
or early seventies. All my great-
grandchildren are healthy. Life is
no longer what it used to be. ™

Quynh Giang has anagricultural
cooperative with 360 hectares of
cultivated land, 12 hectares of fish-
ponds, and many sideline trades
including brick-and lime-making.
Thanks to good irrigation most of
the lields can grow three or more
crops a vear. A record was set in
rice growing in 1976, with an out-
put of 6.9 tons per hectare. Much
labour has been saved by a me-
chanical unit comprising an electric
generator, mechanical pumps and
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milling and grinding machines.
Most of the houses are made of
brick, and each family owns at
least one bicycle. Twice a year, at
Tet and on National Day, fish,
meat and sugar are distributed free.
The commune, which has a pop-
ulation of 4,800, boasts of six créches
for 300 infants, and a first-and
second-level general  education
school for goo pupils. A technical
staff has taken shape with some
6o secondary-level cadres special-
izing in planting, stock breeding,
irrigation, education, and public
health. The seventh form has been
made compulsory for young people
and local cadres, and dozens of
Quynh Giang natives have grad-
uated from universities and are
working elsewhere.

The vicious circle formed by
poverty, ignorance and disease has
thus been broken, thanks to a
large extent to the expansion of
the medical network.

Public health by the people
and for the people

The 4o0-room medical station is
surrounded by a herb-and-flower
garden. The herbs number over
two hundred species. The garden
looks out over a [field where
some forty Kkinds of medicinal
herbs are grown on a large scale.
The stztion is provided with a
general consultation room, a
specialized consultation room, a
smalls urgery theatre, a gynaecol-
ogy room, a nine-place emergency
ward, a five-bed maternity ward.
a pharmaceutical workshop, 2 me-
dicine counter, and a filing depart-
ment. Carefully updated charts
show the number of sick people
in the whole commune and in each
production team, the number of
patienis receiving ireatment at
home, at the station. or in other
hospitals.

“ Visitors are all impressed by
the station,” said Tran Huu On,
deputy secretary of the Party
Committee and Chairman of the
People’s Committee. It is not only

a curing centre, but also the nerve
centre of the health movement in
the commune. For ten years now
the Party Committee and the
People’s Committee have been
trying to make public health the
concern of the entire village.

The station was built in 1974,
with 10,000 voluntary work-days
put in by villagers, namely seven
days by every worker. Bricks and
tiles were made on the spot, and
money was spent only to paying
professional masons. When com-
pleted the station was valued at
130,000 dong. Then, to raise money
for the operation and maintenance
of the station, each co-op member
also contributes four work-days «

vear., This, however, is only s
token gesture, since the main
sources of income are the medi-

cinal herbs and the products of
the pharmaceutical workshop. The
station has been enlarged and re-
equipped, and investments have
totalled 380,000 dong.

“We owe a great part of our
success, " the village chairman con-
tinued, “ to the medical staff which
act not only as our advisors bu:
also as the exccutors of our public
health policy. The medical workers
have boosted the health movement
while creating the material means
to sustain it. Without such compe-
tent workers no amount of mate-
rial investments would be suffi-
cient.”

The staff officially consists of
three assistant-doctors, one secon-
dary-level pharmacist, two mid-
wives, and two aids. They are
assisted by eight nurses attached
1o production teams and zn Soc-
member Red Cross organization
which will shortly be increased
10 gzo to cover all g2o households.

Following the Party policy, treat-
ment is regarded as the first step
to prevention, and prophvlaxis is
regarded as a primary task. A
movement for the -‘three rural
hyvgiene projects * —septic tanke.
curbed well and washroom — has

been launched and successfully
completed. Three other major
sanitary problems — excrements,
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