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Qur Monthly

Comment

THIS September, Prime
Minister Pham Van
Dong visited a number
of Southeast Asian countries
and Vice-President Nguyen
Huu Tho made a tour of
African nations. These dipio-
matic activities are in keep-
ing with the foreign policy
of the Vieinamese Govern-
ment, which was re-stated in
Prime Minister Pham Van
Dong's National Day speech
this year :

“We will endeavour to
develop good neighbourly
relations, relations of friend-
ship and cooperation, with
Southeast Asian countries...
Our country and our people
will  consistently do our
utmost to contribute actively
to the growth of the non-
aligned movement.”

In Africa, there has been
seething revolutionary
struggie, with a maried link
between national indepen-
dence and socialism. The
people of the countries visit-
ed by Vice-President Nguyen
Huu Tho had in the past
warmly supported our peo-
ple’'s war of resistance
against US aggression for
national saivation. The tallcs
held by the Vice-President
with the leaders of these
couniries were very fruitful.
They have further strength-

ened the friendship be-
lween Vielnam and these
countries. In Africa today,

because the Peking expan-
sionists are wvery actively
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opposing the national liber-
ation movements, as for
instance  those in Zaire,
Angola, Ethiopia, we can
hear many people woicing
sympathy and agreement
with our country in questions
related to our relalions
with. Kampuchea and China.

The wisit to Southeasl
Asian  countries by Irime
Minister Pham Van Dong
was of exceptional signifi-
cence. It opened a mnew
chapter in the history of our
countiy’'s relations with the
other couniries in this im-
portant region of the world.
It was a major contribution
to the peace and security of
the region, in the face of the
imperialists’ and interna-
tional reactionaries’ manceu-
vres (o sow division between
these countries and Vietnam
and to oppose them io our
country. The Peking propa-
ganda machine has been
clamouring such slanderous
allegations as “Vietnam com-
mitting agaression againsi
Kampuchea”, “Vietnam
scheming to annex Kampu-
chea to an Indochinese fede-

ration under its control”,
“Vietnam seeking regional
hegemony  in Southeast
Asia”, ete.

As we all know, Peking
has been seeking to wuse
other people to oppose the
Vietnamese Rewvolution: the
Kampucheans, repressed and
deceived by the Pol FPot-
Ieng Sary clique ; the Hoa

and other ethnic minorities in
Vietnam, whom it has entic-
ed to leave for China through
a psy-war campaign, thereby
causing many disturbances in
Vietnam. And now Peking
seeks to  persuade the
Southeast Asian countries
that Vietnam is having
erpansionist  schemes and
has become an agent for the

Soviet Union. But, as Presi-

dent Ferdinand Marcos of the
Philippines said on Septem-
ber 21 last in Manila, “Mr
Pham Van Dong's wisit has
broken the barrier of suspi-
cion and anxiety in the
whole of Southeast Asia
about the intentions of
Hanoi.,” (Reuter, Manila,
Sept. 21.)

The SRV has the sincere
desire to create a new at-
mosiphere, one that is more
favourable to the efforts of
the people of the countries
in this region to consolidate
their naiional independence
and build their countries,
ecch country Jollowing the
road of its choice. Undoubt-
edly, this has been well
understood by the Southeast
Asian countiries which Prime
Minister Pham Van Dong
has just wvisited ; it will also
be understood by the coun-
tries in this region that the
Prime Minister will visit in
October. On the basis of this
mutual trust and understand-
ing, friendship and long-term
cooperation  will  further
develop. The countries just
visited by the Vietnamese
FPrime Minister have freaf-
firmed their intention to
expand relctions with Viet-
nam in various fields —
economic, cultural, scientific,
technical, and commercial.
The way has been paved for
the emergence of a peaceful,
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Prime Minister Pham Van Dong's Visits
io Southeast Asian Couniries

IN September 1978, Prime Minister Pham Van
Pong of the BSociaiist Republic of Vietnam
made oflicial visits to three countries in
Soulheast Asia: the Kingdom of Thailand
(September 6-10), the Republic of the Philippines
(Sepiember 16-20) and the Republic of Indonesia
(September 2(3-22), The Vieinamese Prime Minister
heid talks and signed joint statements with Thai
Prime Minister Kriangsak Chamanan, President
Ferdinand E. Marcos of the Republic of the Phi-
iippines, and President Suharto of the Republic
of Indonesia:; and visited a number of industrial
and agriculiural enterprises and research esta-
blishments in those three couniries. The Prime
Minister invited the leaders of the three host coun-
tries {o pay official visits to Vietnam; the invita-

tions were accepted.

During the visits, an agreement on post and tele-
communications between Vietnam and Thailand

was signed in Bangkok,

vice - Prosident

fouven Huu The
Visits a Humber of

Alrican Gouniries

ICE-President Nguyven
Huu Tho of the
Socialist Republic of
Vietnam made offi-

cial friendship wvisits to a
number of African coun-

tries: the Republic of
Guinea (September §-11,
1978), the Republic of

Guinea Bissaun (September
11-13, 1978), the Republic
oi Cape Verde (September
13-15, 1978), the Republic
of Mali (September 15-17,
1978), the People’s Socialist
Arab Republic of Al-Jama-
kiria of Libya (September
17-20, 1978), the Republic
of Tunisia (September 20-
21, 1978).

The Vietnamese Vice-
President held talks and
signed  joint statements
with the presidents and
prime ministers of the host
countries,

The Vice-President will
visit other African coun-
tries.

independent, free, and
reutral Southeast  Asia,
which will also be a zone of
stability and prosperity.
*
* *

Our diplomatic efforts are
evidence that we are pursu-
ing a foreign policy based on
independence and sovereign-
ty as well as on peace,
friendship, international soli-
darity and cooperation. These
efforts also highlight the
Chinese authorities’ dark
schemes against our mnation.

Having failed in its scheme
to dispatch ships to Vietnam
to teke Hoa people to China,
Peking had to agree to hold
talks with Vietnam. But in
the subsequent megotiations,
ils represeniative has stub-
bornly sought to impose this
fabrication : “Vietnam’s
ostracism, persecution, and
expulsion of Chinese resi-
dents”, as a premise to the
discussions. This way of
negotiating is tantamount to

(1) At

a rejection of megotiations,
just as the Phnom Penh
authorities have been doing
so far. Small wonder that,
after seven sessions, the
talks (1) between the Viet-
namese and the Chinese vice-
foreign ministers are still
marking time.

The talks have in fact been
used by Peking mainly as a
sereen for its continued and
increasingly  serious anti-
Vietnam activities.

The rulers in Peking are
now demanding that the Hoa
whom they had lured to
China be allowed to return
to Vietnam ; they scheme to
drive them back to Vietnam
even against the wish of
Vietnam. Over 20,000 bad
elements among these Hoa
have been reportedly select-
ed for training in sabotage,
which they will carry out

the eighth session on
Sept. 26, the Chinese chiefdele-
gate wunilaterally adjourned the
talks sine die.
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From left to right :

— Prime
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Suharto of the Republic of Indonesia.

Minister
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Pham Vaa Dong being

talks
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with Ferdinand

by Thai
Marcos,

Prime Minister
President and

once back in Vietnam. Other
Chinese are being secretly
sent to Vietnam to contact
on-the-spot Chinese agents
and work with them in
gathering intelligence, mak-
ing insidious propaganda,
carrying out sabotage, even
fomenting riots both in
border regions and deep
inside Vietnamese territory.

Along the frontier, from
east to west, on land and in
the air, there have been fre-
quent intrusions by Chinese
armed forces into Vietnam-
ese territory. The intruders
either reconnoitred and then
withdrew, or they left agents
on our territory. They open-
ed fire at our fishermen,
provoked our soldiers and
border guards, exploded
mines in our territorial
waters to prevent normal
wetivities by our fishermen.

At the beginning, they
used sticks, stomes, bush-
knives. Now they are using
fire arms, indulging in very
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adventurous and dangerous
actions, trying to destroy
social order and political
security in Vietnam so as to
create difficulties for our
national construction.

On the other side of the

border, Chinese  military
forces have been deployed :
whole  infantry  divisions

supported by heavy artillery,
tanks, armoured vehicles and
fighter planes. Out at sea,
Chinese combat wvessels are
engaged in provocative
actions right inside Viet-
namese territorial waters.
These activities are being
stepped up to bolster the
Pol Pot-lIeng Sary clique
caught in a more and more
eritical situation. Uprisings
break owut in most military
zones of Kampuchea. In par-
ticular, they involve the
whole of Military Zone 203.
To support their agents in
Phnom Penh, the Chinese
authorities are stepping up

their slanderous campaign
against Vietnam. They have
seni to Kampuchea a number
of self-styled
Leninist”, i.e.
delegations from Western
countries, and even corres-
pondents of some “commun-
ist"  papers in Hongkong,
with mission, after their
visits, to write articles in
praise of the Pol Pot-Ieng
Sary cligue.

However, all those
maeneurres cannot cover up
the truth : Peking is nurtur-
ing expansionist and big-
nation chauvinistic ambi-
tions, and is attempting to
strangle Vietnam in order
to realize its dreams for
hegemony in Southeast Asia.
Treading on the footsteps of
the US imperialists who
failed in their schemes
against Vietnam, Peking will
certainly meet with the same
ignominious defeat.

September 25th, 1978

“Marxist —
Peking-paid,

3




Build and Defend Our Socialist Fatherland

Excerpts jrom the speech delivered
the Political Bureau of the Communist

mittee and Prime M

Day (September 2)

by Pham Van Dong, member of
Party of Vietnam Central Com-

inister of the SRV, at the meeting held in Hanoi to
celebrate the 33rd anniv

ersary of the August 1945 Revolution and National

Achievements Scored during the Past Three Years

ODAY, more than three years after the Spring
1975 victory, let us assess the significance and
scope of this victory with regard to our

people as well as the world situation. At the same
time, let us review aill aspects of our work over
the past three years, assess the development of the
situation and draw the necessary conclusions for
our work in the coming period.

Three years is but a short period in the history
of a nation, but the past three years have witnessed
extremely important events in all aspects of the
life of Vietnam and its people, in the great revo-

lutionary cause of our people under the leadership
of our Party.

After 30 years of atrocious war, the Vietnamese
people are elated by their complete and glorious
victory, the victory of independence and freedom
all over the national territory, the victory of peace,
a peace that is all the more precious since we have
gained it by our own efforts. The entire Viet-
namese people are elated. So is the whole progres-
sive mankind. It is the elation felt by those who
have achieved a very great military exploit, tak-
ing history a big step forward, toward new pro-
mising horizons.

Reviewing the work done in the past and con-
{ronting it with the enemy's dark schemes, we are
all the happier to note that we have successfully
fulfilled two tasks of great and profound signifi-
cance: firstly, our people have rapidly achieved
the reunification of our country, organized nation-
wide general elections to the National Assembly,
and set up the State organs of the SRV ; secondly,
our Party — the Communist Party of Vietnam —
has held its Fourth Congress. The Congress worked
out the revolutionary iine of the Party in the new
stage, the line for socialist construction in the
whole of Vietnam ; it laid the targets for the second
five-year plan (1976-1980), adopted the new consti-
tution of the Party and elected the new Central
Committee of the Party.

Although the war and colonialism old and new
have caused numerous difficulties and hindered
our advance, the labouring people and all other
strata of our people feel joy and confidence in face
of the fine prospects for building a peaceful, inde-
pendent, united and socialist Vietnam, a prosperous
Vietnam in which the people live a civilized and
happy life, and make worthy contributions to the
revolutionary cause of the world's reople.

The first objective of our Party and State is to
rapidly rehabilitate and develop our economy and
develop culture, to step up socialist transformation

in close coordination with socialist construction in:

all fields in southern Vietnam, at the same time
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to maintain political security and social order, to
stabilize and gradually improve the people’s living
conditions.

By applying our Party's line worked out at the
Fourth Congress and expounded in the resolutions
of our Party and State, having in view the fulfil-
ment of the targets of the five-year and annual
State plans, our entire people have made continuous
efforts on all fronts of production, particularly in
agriculiural production, and have obtained good
results and important experiences. Parallel with
agricultural production, we have made efforts and
gathered experiences in forestry, fisheries and in
all branches of production of consumer goods.

In order to effectively serve these extremely im-
portant branches, heavy industry, communications
and transport and capital construction as well as
other branches must do their utmost in the inte-
rests of the economy and the people’s living condi-
tions in various localities. We have repeatedly
called on all branches at all levels (provincial and
district) to concentrate their efforts to develop the
practical effects of the bases where the people's
creative labour produces material riches with more
and more progressive economic-technological in-
dices.

Facts vver the past few years have testified to
the correctness and clearsightedness of the Party
line and the people’s profound confidence on this
line. In their endeavours to carry out the Party
line and achieve the targets of the State plan,
many localities and a number of branches, especially
a great many bases at grass-roots level have re-
corded heartening achievements and cgained va-
luable experience in conducting the three revolu-
tions (revolution in the relations of production,
scientific and technological revolution, and ideo-
logical and cultural revolution — Ed.), in organizing
the emulation movement for production and thrift,
in promoting the working people's right to collect-
ive mastery with regard to production and to daily
life, and in the fulfilment of their duties towards
the State, etc.

Many outstanding examples in agricultural pro-
duction have emerged ; many districts and a numb-
er of provinces have achieved good initial results
in agricultural production, particularly in the pro-
duction, processing, and use of subsidiary food
crops. However, it is necessary to point out that
there are still many branches, localitiecs and bases
that have not done well, that they still lack the
sense of responsibility, the determination to over-
come difficulties and fulfil their tasks, and the
spirit of socialist cooperation in the interests of
the national economy and the people’s life. In
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short, these are our weaknesses and shortcomings
in the organization, management, and leadership of
the implementation of the Party line and the State
plans, which we must strive to overcome.

Over the past few years, in the South, with the
people’s wholehearted approval and support, our
Party and State have waged a revolutionary
struggle aimed at carrying out the socialist trans-
formation of production relations, culture and ideo-
logy. Now, all of us are glad to note that the re-
sults achieved have proved equal to our efforts
and have met the requirements of the situation :
the whole country is advancing rapidly, vigorously
and steadily to socialism. We have successfully ac-
complished the unification of the currency in the
whole country. The new money issued by the SRV
has become an effective instrument serving the
development of the national economy in the whole
country.

We have applied a series of fair and reasonable
policies aimed at transforming private capitalist
trade and industry and shifting capitalist traders
to the production sector by means of persuasion and
help. In this connection, there has been no confisca-
tion, only purchase by the State:; no coercion, only
explanation and persuasion. In agriculture, we have
launched a broad movement for taking the south-
ern countryside onto the path of agricultural col-
lectivisation by appropriate measures : going step
by step from low level to a higher level and from
simple forms to complex ones. Everywhere, working
peasants have actively participated in the movement
and have organized many forms of cooperatives,
setting many encouraging examples. The movement
is now undergoing steady and rapid development,

Another momentous achievement is the fact that
we have firmly maintained political security and
social order under very complicated circumstances
in the South following the Spring 1975 victory.

Today, I must also report to vou about the re-
sults of an important policy of our Party and State
with regard to those Vietnamese who formerly
participated, in different positions and varying
degrees, in the war of aggression against our coun-
try and in the Saigon puppet administration.

After our people had won victory and established
the revolutionary power, millions of Saigon puppet
soldiers and public employees reported to the res-
ponsible organs of their localities for registration.
The great majority of them were allowed to return
to their families to lead a normal and honest life
under the new regime. We retained only those who
had held high positions in the war machinery of
the old regime and had committed grave crimes,
so as to transform them into Vietnamese attached
to their homeland, loving their compatriots, and
useful to themselves, to their families and to so-
ciety.

In this process of reeducation, those who made
progress were set free and their civic rights gra-
dually restored. The majority of them have proved
worthy of the Government's lenient policy and the
help of the people in their places of residence.
However, we must sternly point out that, besides
those who have really repented. there are elements
who have continued their counter-revolutionary
acts ol sabotage, These obdurate elements must
be severely dealt with. At present, we are holding
only a very small number of people guilty of

intolerable crimes in the past, for further careful
consideration.

These are the fine results of our policy of huma-
nity and national concord, which represents the

traditions of mutual affection and assistance of
our nation.

Serious Incidents in the Relations between Our Country and Kampuchea and China

HILE the Vietnamese people are concentrating
their efforts on peaceful labour and socialist
construction in their beloved native land, a

series of extremely serious developments have
successively taken place, which I shall report to
vou, compaftriots throughout the country,

On the war being conducted by the counter-
revolutionary Pol Pot-leng Sary clique along the
south-western border of our country — As everybody
knows, thanks to the Vietnamese people’s disinte-
rested support and assistance, the Kampuchean
people’s heroic war of resistance was crowned with
great victory on April 17, 1975. But immediately
after that, the counter-revolutionary Pol Pot-leng
Sary clique pursued in Kampuchea an extremely
cruel policy against all strata of Kampuchean peo-
ple, repressing and massacring in an extremely
savage manner anyone they considered “disloyal”
to them. They have turned the whole of Kampu-
chea into a hell on earth, a gigantic concentration
camp, in which all elementary human rights, all
ordinary social activities, all family life, and all
cultural and religious activities, are abo!izhed.

Broad sections of world public opinion have ener-
getically condemned this policy of genocide the
victims of which are none other than the Kampu-
chean people themselves. For a long time now, the
reactionary forces in the Peking ruling circles have
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found in the counter-revolutionary FPol Pot-leng
Sary clique a very suitable instrument for carrying
out its great-nation expansionist scheme in this
region, first of all against Vietnam. The more
strongly the domestic policy of the Pol Pot-Teng
Sary clique is opposed by all strata of the Kam-
puchean people, the more deeply they plunge, with
Peking's support and assistance in all fields, into
border conflicts with neighbour countries, particu-
larly Vietnam. They have unleashed a war of
aggression against Vietnam. destroying villages and
hamlets, plundering property and massacring the
Vietnamese people by brutal methods and means
rarely seen in history.

The reactionary forces among the Peking ruling
circles are using the Pol Pot-leng Sary counter-
revolutionary clique as shock troops to start a war
of uggression along the south-western border of our
country in an attempt to inflict big losses on the
Vietnamese people, the construction and defence
of socialist Vietnam, and our international prestige.

Although they have sustained serious defeats,
they are frenziedly continuing the war, refusing
to give a positive response to the fair and rea-
sonable February 35, 1978 Statement issued by our
Government.

It is necessary to fully realize that this utterly
unjust war against Vietnam also runs counter to

-
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the interests of the Kampuchean people. No wonder
that Kampuchean people of all walks of life, in-
cluding part of the Kampuchean armed forces and
political organizations of Democratic Kampuchea,
are rising up in increasing strong opposition. In
spite of bloody repression by the Phnom Penh
fascist regime, the just, patriotic and revelutionary
struggle of the Kampuchean people for the vital
interests of individual Kampucheans as well as
of the Kampuchean nation as a whole, and for
the great revolutionary cause of the Kampuchean
people, has not ceased to expand and develop.
Faced with such a situation, the Fhnom Penh coun-
ter-revolutionary clique are [feverishly seeking a
way out by intensifying the war against Vietnam,
and at the same time, fabricating tall stories about
the so-called “Vietnamese intervention”. But from
their own experience, the Kampuchean people have
clearly seen the repugnant nature of the Pol Pot-
Ieng Sary clique, and are still more determined to
rise up and push ahead with their just and cer-
tainly victorious struggle.

For our part, to defend our people’s lives and
property, to firmly defend the south-western border
of our motherland, we are resolved to fight back
at all adventurous acts by any enemy seeking to
violate our sacred territory.

We are perseveringly striving for a correct solu-
tion to the relations between the two countries on
the basis of our Government's February 35, 1978
Statement. We are convinced that in the end justice
will prevail and the genuine f{riendship between
the Vietnamese and the Kampuchean peoples will
prevail.

On the disturbance around the Hoa issue —
Our people and world pubiic opinion have received
fairly adequate information about these disturban-
ces. It should be recalled that while Peking is the
mastermind in enticing, coercing and organizing
tens of thousands of Hoa people in Vietnam to leave
for China by various ways (by land and by sea),
it is also Peking that has invented the story that
“Vietnam ostracizes, persecutes and expels Hoa
people”. In provoking this event, Peking wants to
kill several birds with one stone :

— Unilaterally cutting off zll economic aid and
withdrawing all Chinese experts, unilaterally can-
celling agreements signed between the two Gov-
ernments. These are very arrogant and crude ac-
tions from the legal and moral points of view.

— Creating difficulties and complicated situations
in the economic and political life in many parts
of our country. Why has Peking used all possible
means to get tens of thousands of Hoa people, who
have been living peacefully in Vietnam, to leave
for China ? What for ? Now, it wants to drive part
of the people who had left back to Vietnam : We
must see through China's dark and perfidious sche-
me in this wrongdoing.

On our proposal, the Chinese side has agreed
to sit down for negotiations. but not with the will
to solve the problem : the disturbances at the Bac
Luan bridge, and right in Hanoi, our capital city,
and recently, the criminal acts committed by the
Chinese side at Huu Nghi (Friendship) Gate, in the
very course ol the negotiations between the two
sides, are eloquent proofs of Peking's hostile
policy toward our people.

On the incidents along the Vietnam-China
border — The same people who have engineered
the war on the south-western border of our country
and the disturbances around the Hoa question, are
crealing tension along the Vietnam-China border.

They have organized many kinds of people for
illegal border crossings, sent armed forces to en-
croach upon our border, military aircraft to violate
our air space, and naval craft to encroach upon
our {erritorial waters, built fortifications and con-
centrated armed forces directed against Vietnam,
For our part, we have always endeavoured to turn
the border between the two countries into one of
peace and friendship. It is crystal clear, however,
that Peking is feverishly trying to turn many bord-
er areas between the two countries into places
where it can at any time commit acts of hostility
and sabcelage against Vietnam. These are designs
fraugiit with grave dangers and calling for great
alertness on our part.

Alongside these actions, Peking has recently
whipped up an anti-Vietnam psychosis among the
Chinese people, fabricated absurd stories about
“Vietnam ostracizing Hoa people”, “opposing China".
In its diplomatic activities, Peking has tried by all
possible means to carry out an anti-Vietnam pro-
paganda, and distort the facts about incidents be-
tween the two countries

But from our own experiences we know that
trath and justive have a very great, very strong
and lasting persuasive force. On this front, too,
reason and justice will prevail !

Peking's Expansionist and Hegemonistic Ambitions

have just spoken to you, compatriots, about
some serious events which substantiate a very
hard fact:

For a long time now, Peking has nurtured big-
nation expansionist and great-power hegemonistic
ambitions toward our country and other countries
in fhi: region. Ever since 1975, when our peoble
won complete victory in the war against the US
aggressors and their henchmen in southern Viet-
nam, Peking has considered the birth of a peaceful,
independent, unified and socialist Vietnam as an
obstacle fo ils expansionist design in Southeast
Asia. For this reason they have promptly used the
Pol Pot-Teng Sary reactionary clique as a tool to
wage a war on the south-western border of our
country. Since then, they have provoked the inci-
dents which I have just related.

Very obviously, running counter to the Chinese
people’s interests, the reactionary forces among the
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Peking rulers are pursuing a hostile policy against
the SRV. This the Vietnamese people cannot tole-
rate, We are determined {o struggle against en-
croachments upon our independence, sovereignty
and lerritorial integrity in order to defend our
people’s revolutionary gains, their peaceful labour
and their socialist cause. On the other hand, we do
not in ine least confuse the reactionary forces in
the Peking ruling circles with the Chinese people
and the genuine Chinese revolutionaries. With re-
gard to the Chinese people, President o Chi Minh
always urged us to strengthen our friendship with
those who he said are “both our comrades and
brothers”, We have faithfully acted upon Uncle
Ho's teachings. Today, after Feking has of its own
will cut off all aid to our country and called back
all Chinese experts from Vietnam we recall with
even deeper sentiments the great friendship and
precious assistance of the people of China. From
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the boittom of our hearts, we express our profound
and heartfeit thanks to the Chinese people and the
Chinese experts. While resolved to struggle against
the Chinese side's hostile schemes and actions, we
still persist in our efforts aimed at settling the
disputes belween the two sides through negotia-
tions in order to find an appropriate solution in
keeping with the interests and traditional friend-
ship between the two peoples,

The Vietnamese people are waging a struggle
shining with justice the sacred character of which
is clearly, correctly and deep’y understood by all
Vietnamese, men and women, oid and young. The
caim, firm and self-confident attitude of our people
throughout the country eloquently testifies to the
invincible strength of a wvaliant people who have
fought and won victory,

Our New Tasks : National Construction and Defence

HE Vietnamese nation is shouldering a task of
great and profound historical significance for
our great revolutionary cause and of import-

ant international significance as well. For the
Vietnamese nation, it is the building of socialism
in keeping with the line charted by our Fourth
Party Congress, in close coordination with the
struggle in defence of socialist Vietnam ; everyone
of us must be deeply aware that at present, the
task of national construction must be closely link-
ed with that of national defence and inversely.
This means that economic development must not
be separated from mnational defence; production
must not be dissociated from fighting and combat
readiness. All of us must grasp these extremely
important and pressing tasks in our thoughts, feel-
ings and actions while carrying out the State plan,
the 1978 plan and the five-year plan (1976-1980).

To fulfil these extremely important tasks, we
must develop, to an ever higher degree. two va-
luable assets, two strong postures of our nation.

Firstly, we must strengthen our national unity, our
oneness of mind and action, mobilize and rationally
deploy our abundant manpower — each Vietnamese
must be a fighter on the front of economic develop-
ment and national defence, on the front of procduc-
tion and combat, and stand combat-ready.

Secondly. we must make a rational use of the
rich natural resources of our country, and the
existing equipment and materials. Our country is
not large, but it has very valuable natural resour-
ces. Besides, it holds an important and advanta-
geous position, geographically and politically. We
must be aware of all this in order to see the bright
prospects facing our cause.

In order to take full advantage of these two
strong postures, produce material wealth, develop
the economy and culture, strengthen national de-
fence, build the material and technical basis of
socialism, raise the living standard of the people,
push forward the construction and defence of our
socialist homeland, it is of decisive significance that
the working people should hold socialist colleclive
mastery over society, as underscored by our Fourth
Party Congress.

Having gone through 50 years of revolutionary
struggle under the leadership of the Party, including
30 years of perservering fighting, having started
with bare hands and advanced to the Dien Bien
Phu victory and the great victory of Spring 1975,
the Vietnamese people have gone through revolu-
tionary schoo! and have been steeled and tempered
to a degree rarely seen in history. As a resuli,
they are fully capable of acting as the master —a
talented master — of their destiny in building so-
gialism in Vietnam, and in defending it. Nothing
is more precious than independence and freedom,
for it is only with independence and freedom that
socialism can be achieved Evervone of us is more
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and more deeply convinced that our present diffi-
culties in all fields of revolutionary work and in
our daily life, the difficulties [facing different
branches and localities, will be solved step by step
by enforcing the right of the working people to be
the socialist master of society, mainly through the
socialist State, under the leadership of the Party.
In essence this is proletarian dictatorship, an
instrument of socialist transformation and socialist
conslruciion in our country.

We have often rightly said that the revolutionary
cause of our people is part and parcel of the world
revolution. It was so before, so it is now and so it
will be in future. The pecples of other countries, as
well as the close and loyal comrades and f{riends
of our people, will grow ever more conscious of
their lofty nternationalist obligation : to unite with,
support and assist the Vielnamese people [or the
sake of the Vietnamese revolution and for the sake
of peace, national independence. dernocracy and so-
cial progress in the world. )

The Vietnamese people cordially convey to their
comrades and friends their heartfell sentiments
and deep gratitude.

Targets on the Economic Front

On the strength of our experiences in the past
years, we have set the following main torgets on
the economic front :

We must concentrate gur forces and step up
agricultural production in an allround, vizourous
and steady manner. The realities of life require
that we fully grasp this correct policy and turn it
into practical and effective deeds matching our per-
sistent efforts and meeting our increasing needs in
agricultural products. An allround agriculture
means that crop cultivation must go with stock-
breeding. To give priority to food production is
to stress the importance of the rice plani while at the
<ame time upholding the increasing role, capabilities,
value and usefulness of the varicus kinds of subsi-
diary food crops.

An allround agriculture also requires the expan-
sion of both short-term and perennial industrial
plants to supply raw materiais to industry (espe-
cially light industry) and untiring efforts to increase
exports. We must pay especial importance to cereals
and other food crops : there must be food produc-
tion wherever there is man snd land in order to
provide food, in adeguate quantity and quality, for
all sections of the local people and also to contrib-
ute food quo’‘zs to the Sfale.

For us, the slogan “each inch of land is an inch
of gold” must be both a guideline for thought and
a motto for action. The rich experiences obtained
in many localities have eloguently demonstrated
that in whatever place, if we know to work, make
efforts, apply intensive crop cultivation and know
how to apply the natural laws about land, water.
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plants and animals, fine results will await the
industrious and intelligent workinz peopie.

Since we have not much land, we must carry out
intensive cultivation on the existing agricultural
area while urgently stepping up land clearing and
reclamation in many other areas. This is a redis-
tribution of the labour force which has a strategic
significance in many fields and is aimed at quickly
expanding the agricultural area, quickly increasing
the volume of farm produce and contributing to
developing agriculture in an allround, vigZourous
and steady manner. We should bear in mind that
the opening of virgin lands and the building of
new economic zones require intensive cuitivation
right from the cutset.

The agriculture of cur country is a socialist agri-
culture in which the development of the productive
forces must be closely and appropriately combined
with socialist transformation in the South and with
the continuous perfection of the production rela-
tionsin the North. The process of development of so-
cialist agriculture in our country is a process of
applying the three revolutions to agriculture, This
process is closely associated with that of building
and developing an industrial-agricuitural economic
structure for the whole country as well as in each
province and an agro-industrial economic structure
in each district. 1t is a process of growth of the
various branches of agriculture embracing culti-
vation and stockbreeding, production and process-
ing, in which agriculture is developed at a high
tempo, and firm bases are built for industrial de-
velopment, Conversely, to develop indusiry &nd
carry out socialist industrizalization actually create
favourable conditions for agricultural development.
This is the most fundamental balence, the solidity
and steadiness of a strategic significance, required
by the national economy of ocur country.

We must see to the good development of forestry
and fisheries (especially sea fishery) and the pro-
duction of consumer goods. In the old days, our
ancestors already said that “our forests are gold
and our seas, silver’”. This saying illustrates a truth
of the present-day world. It describes the resources
nature has bestowed on our people.

We take equal care of our forest land and agri-
cultural land and consider foresiry as a kranch of
the economy with great importance in many fields,
now and in future. Of late zood experience has
been gained in many areas on turning barren hiils
into plantations producing food, fruit ond also
animal feed. Our seas contain many precious re-
sources which we have not fully explored. There-
fore, we must intensify basic investigations and
exploitation of our seas. Sea fish is a (raditional
food of the Vietnamese and also an impertant and
valuable export ilem like precious timber.

We must realize all the great importance. Now
and in future, of our forests and seas which unlike
our mineral resources, are an almost inexhaustible
source, through reproduction. of invaluable pro-
ducts. Accordingly, there must be close co-ordina-
tion among severa! branches of fundamental and
applied science in ovder to protect, develop and
rationally exploit these precious resources.

Today, in the world, agriculture, foresiry and
fishery are often classed together because, dene-
rally speaking, all three require the application of
the technigues of planting, breeding, exploitation,
and processing. We must view the problem in a
fundamental and allround manner in order to meet
both ocur immediate and long-range needs.

The indusiries and crafts producing consumer
goods necessary to the material and cultural life
of cur people must be given greater importance
than ever because these are needed by ail of us
and because they can. generally speaking, be pro-
duced everywhere with the labour force, raw ma-
terials and equipment which are available or can
be produced locally. These indusiries and crafts can
produce innumerable commodities, very necessary
to family znd social life — the daily food, clothing,
housing, transvort, study, health care, physical cul-
ture and sports... We have only ourselves to blame
if we allow a shortage of vital necessities to occur
in such a situation.

Even in the old days people in our country and
other countries were already able to make such
articles, including very refined ones, Today we
should Le even more capable of doing so. Many
localities have manufactured, some fairly well, many
kinds of bamboo, rattan and wooden ware, chi-
naware, glassware, silk fabrics, metal goods, etc.
Many localities in our country have shown great
ability and accumulated much experience in the
building of dwelling houses, créches, schools, infir-
maries, cultural houses, army barracks... with local
raw materials and suited to local conditions. [n some
communes all the houses are brick ones. What a
comlorting sight !

As for production means, from the hand tools
and carts of improved type to the semi-mechanical
tools, they can be produced by the engineering
shops of the co-ops or of the districts. It is a pity
that not all localities have been able to manu-
facture them at a time when we badly need them
and can produce them right in the localities to serve
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and the consumer
goods industries. This is a very important work in
the combination of industry with agriculture and
in the initial technical equipment of agriculture
and of other local branches and trades.

We must emphasize this recommendation of a
principled character : the industries producing
commodities for daily use and for production work
in the localities must have very close two-way
relations with central managerial organs, with
economic and technical branches such as engineer-
ing, electricity and coal, chemicals, communica-
tions and transport, capital construction, material
supply, light industry, home and foreign trade. etc.,
as well as general offices such as the State Planning
Commission, the Ministry of Finance, the State Bank,
the Ministry of Labour, the State Commission for
Science and Technology... Without the whole-
hearted and effective guidance and assistance of
these bodies, the local economy cannot develop in
keeping with the Party line and the State plan
and with the common economic and technical norms
set for the whole country &s well as for each
branch. In guiding and assisting the local economy,
the branches at the centre must achieve close and
harmonious co-ordinalion among themselves, step
by step help the localities solve very important
and urgent questions concerning technical equip-
ment, the structure of industries, the cadres, and
organizational matters, eftc. Only in this way can
the local economy really become an integral part
of the national economy.

It is the duty and also in the interests of the
branches at the centre to help promote the vigor-
ous development of the local economy by encour-
aging all capabilities and all strong points of the
localities.
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In no circumstances should there be restriction
or compulsion. This correct and creative policy will
make it possible to advance steadily and rapidly in
the building of a =ocialist economy and will enable
all economic and technical branches to develop
continually their structure, their scale as well as
their quality. On this basis, we will be able to
step up the process of enlarged reproduction, push
forward socialist industrialization, increase the vo-
lume of social products, national income and accu-
mulation and consumption.

In a word, on the economic plane, that is the law
for the development of the industrial-agricultural
economy in our country; on the political plane, it
is the worker-peasant alliance which is, as Lenin
put it, the highest principle of proletarian dictator-
ship. In the present situation of our country, the
local economy plays a major strategic role in the
economic, political and national defence fields.

Our country, from the North to the South, from
the West to the East (including our territorial
waters), now presents, from the viewpoint of geo-
graphy, natural resources, and the history of the
struggle of the Vietnamese nation to build and
defend their country, a synthesis of these inter-
related factors: “propitious time, favourable ter-
rain, and popular support’.

Of course, much remains to be done. A thing of
special importance is to rationally redistribute the
labour force — which also means the forces for
consolidating national defence and the fighting
forces — on a national scale in order to turn every
part of our country into a place where harmony
reigns between nature and man and to provide a
steady basis for the building and defence of our
socialist motherland. In this inspiring work, to
build the local economy, expand local cultural life
and ensure abundance for the local population, in
other words, to build a new, socialist countryside,
is the basis for the successful construction of a
peaceful, independent, unified and socialist Vietnam.

To carry out these tasks we must urgently and
steadily perfect the district along with consolidat-
ing and strengthening the province. We should pay
more attention to the district because here we shall
build and develop the agro-industrial economic
structure, a very important task in the building
of the political, economic and national defence
strength of our country.

While boosting production, the State must con-
trol the sources of commodities, and organize the
circulation and distribution of goods so as to serve
production and the people’s life better. This work
requires the strengthening of management from the
central to the grass-roots levels alongside promot-
ing our effective struggle against all negative phe-
nomena in economic and social life, and against
bureaucracy, arbitrariness and abuse of power,
waste, corruption and bribery.

Building Firm Grass-roots Units

Now | want to speak of an extremely important
point in the organizational system for carrying out
the Party’s revolutionary line and managing the
national economy. That is the question of the grass-
roots units, such as the cooperatives, factories, State
farms, construction sites and department stores.

Economically, the grass-roots units is the place
where man’s creative labour produces material
wealth. All our activities, the Party, the State, the
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mass organizations, the trade unions, the youth and
women’s unions, all branches and levels, must aim
at giving full play to the grass-roots units. This is
the faithful and reliable vard-stick of our produc-
tive and trade activities, our progress in labour
productivity, consumption of materials, quality and
costs of products, the material and cultural life of
the working people... The grass-roots unit is the
cell of social life. Along with a good organization
of production and trade, we must well organize
the circulation and distribution of goods, thus creat-
ing ever more favourable conditions and comforts
for the working people in production and life, both
their family and community life.

We attach importance to the grass-roots unit be-
cause this is where the working people directly
exercise their right to socialist collective mastery
over their work and life, in keeping with the Party
line and State laws. This is a leap forward for man-
kind, an advance from oppression and exploitation
to conscious mastery of their destiny. From this
position, man will strive continuously to develop
his boundless capabilities in the strong, intelligent
and creative socialist community. The revolution
is the work of the masses, and it is among the
masses that the three revolutions —of which the
scientific and technological revolution is the king-
pin — are taking place.

Collective mastery means first of all mastery of
productive labour, mastery of the emulation move-
ment to build socialism with industry and thrift,
working according to one’s responsibilities and the
prescribed regulations, working with discipline and
skill, attaining ever higher productivity and ever
better quality. This is the best organization and
school to build socialism and train socialist men
and women. In the present situation of our coun-
try, to be master of the grass-roots unit also means
to be master of political security and social order,
prevent and punish all schemes and acts of sabo-
tage of the enemy, eliminate all bad and unhealthy
manifestations from social activities and life.

In order to ensure good performance of these
tasks, we must, in the light of the resolutioms of
the 4th Plenum of the Party Central Committee,
urgently strive to achieve tangible improvements
right in this year (1978) in the consolidation of
Party, administrative and mass organizations along
with improving our style of work.

In the building and consolidation of our organ-
izations, we must attach importance to quality, en-
sure efficiency and high output, and combat both
bureaucratic centralism and dispersal.

To do so we must streamline organization and
trim personnel. We must uphold the sense of res-
ponsibility and ensure strict discipline in enforcing
the resolutions of the Party, the State plans and
socialist law. We must resolutely combat all infrin-
gsements of the people's right to collective mastery,
build a revolutionary, scientific, diligent and prac-
tical regime of work which stresses investigation
and studies and opposes conservatism and inertia.
We must direct our efforts toward the grass-roots
unit and serve it.

In a word, now that the Party has armed us with
revolutionary line, methods and organization, we
are determined to make persistent and courageous
efforts to win new successes the importance of
which we cannot yet fully envision, and which
will be equal to the new situation and tasks.

B & M
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THE HOA—A POLITIGAL GARD OF PEKING

Editor’s Note: We reproduce below, with our own title and subtitles, large
excerprs from the speech made by Hoang Bich Son, SRV Vice-Minister
of Foreign Affairs, at the fifth session of the negotiations with China on
the Hoa people in Hanoi on Sept. 7, 1978,

[. Instigation of a Chinese-type “Great Culiural Revolution™ in Vietnam

LTHOUGH the “greal cuiturai revolution™ it
launched in the mid-1960's was wholly an
internal alfair of its own, China deliberately

sought to export this revelution to Vietnam by
using bad elements among the Hoa, at a time when
the struggle of the Vietnamese people azainst US
aggression to save their country was entering a
crucial stage.

In utter violation of an agreement reached be-
tween the Central Committees of the two Parties
in 1955 to the effect that the Hoa in Vietnam were
to be placed under the leadership of the Vietnam
Workers” Party (*), the Chinese Embassy here
recruited a *“core force” among the Hoa popula-
tion, and instigated a sector of this population to
“conduct on-the-spot rebellion” and wage “a
cultural revolution” right in Vietnam. The Hoa
communities were urged to join in a movement
to study Mao Tse-tung thought and were assigned
“the historic task of propagating Mao Tse-tung
thought in Vieinam”, Attempts were made to bring
mass and cultural organisations under the Juris-
diction of responsibie Vietnamese bodies, such as
Tong Hoi Hoa Lien (General Association of Hoa
People) and its branches in different cities, the

paper Tan Viet — Hoa, and Hoa schools. “Big-

II. China’s designs in the Hoa

BEFORE the liberation of southern Vietnam,
while broad sections of the Hoa population
were resolutely taking part in the strugegle

led by the Vietnamese Party against the US
aggressors, a group of Peking-led self-styled “pro-
gressive Chinese” set up Hoa Kieu Hoa Binh Lien
Hiep Hoi (Chinese Residents’ Peace Association)
whose policy was to demand “peaceful coexistence,
recruit forces, wait for favourable opportunities.
and mobilize capitalists and intellectuals to pool
money and expertise o help the “Ancestral Land”.
As soon as Saigon was liberated this group at-
tempted to seize the Taiwanese Embassy, the office
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character posters” were pasted up at these institu-
tions, and “Red Guards” were recruited among
Hoa youths and students at a number of places
fo trigger a wave of tsaojan (rebellions). Efforts
were made to buy the loyalty of cadres and other
people among the Hoa population, and those who
were unwilling to co-operate were labelled as
“followers of the black line”, “rootless elements".
and “traitors”,

All these illegal activities were solely aimed at
causing troubles, opposing the line of independence,
sovereignly and international solidarity pursued by
the Party and Government of Vietnam, and counter-
ing the leadership of the Vietnam Workers Party
which was alleged to be “revisionist”, “pro-Soviet,”
and “anti China”.

But this scheme was thwarted. The elements
employed by the Chinese Embassy alienated them-
selves from the majority of the Hoa population
who showed a better and betler understanding of,
and gave more and more active support to, the
correct and creative line of the Vietnamese Party
and Government, which was successfully meeting
the test of the great and hard struggle waged by
the Vietnamese people against the US aggressars.

issue in southern Vietnam

of the paper Vien Dong (The Far East), the Nghia
An  school, the Trieu Chau Hospital, and the
Taiwanese tourist agency. This was planned to be
a fait accompli which provides China with a base
for action among the Hoa population. But the plot
was nipped in the bud.

Following the liberation of the whole of the
South and with the assistance of agents coming
from Kampuchea, the Chinese underground net-
work was extended, and new organisations were

(*) Now the Communist Party of Vietnam — Ed.
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formed including Hoi Cuu Vong Hoa Kieu (Salva-
tion Association of Chinese Residents), Doan Thanh
Nien Chu Nghia Mac-Lenin (Marxist-Leninist
Youth Union), and Hoi Hoc Sinh Hoa Kieu Yeu
Nuoe (Association of Patriotic Chinese Students).
Instructions were given to these to work according
to pre-arranged plans

Top pricrity was given to arousing a strong
sense of “kinship” among the Hoa population and
a campaign for acquiring Chinese citizenship. This
was described as the “decisive road” and “central
task™ of the “struggle” of the Hoa in southern
Vietnam.

It should be noted that this movement was boost-
ed at the time of the extension of socialisi trans-
fermation of capitalist trade and industry in the
South. China revealed its intention of protecting
Vietnamese capitalisis of Hoa exiraction, whom
it called Chinese nationals, by viciously attacking

the correct policy of the Vietnamese Party and
State as “anti-Hoa” while publicly advocating
“solidarity with Chinese capitalists”. Its aim was
to maintain Hoa capitalist monopoly on the econ-
omy of southern Vietnam.

While ineciting the Hoa to claim Chinese ecitizen-
ship and oppose sceialist transformation among the
Hoa to create disorders which were described by
Mat Tran Thong Nhat Hoa Kieu (Unifed Front
of Chinese Naticnals) as “diversionary moves” to
help China's strategic ally — the Pol Pot-Teng Sary
clique — in their border war aeainst the Vietnam-
ese people.

Obviously all this was desioned to create diffi-
cullies and cause political, economic and cocial
unrest in liberated southern Vietnam. But China
again failed. The majorily of {he Hoa population
understood and support the correet line and
policies advanced by the Vietnamese Party and
Government in the new stage of the revolution.

ITl. Forcible Exodus of the Hoa

OR some time now China has put into cffect a
very wily and noxious plan and has, by entice-
ment and coercion, caused hundreds of thous-

ands of Hoa to leave Vietnam for China. To cover
it up, Peking has cooked up false slories of
“ostracism against and persccution and expulsion
of Chinese residents” by Vietnam, but these false
allezations were immediately through LY
public opinion,

seen

What actually happened was that as soon as
China publicly encouraged and assisted the Kam-
puchean authorities in intensilying their war of
aggression against Vietnam along her southwest-
ern border, Chinese secret networks siarted a
rumour campaign about the inevitability of a
war between Vietnam and China. thus causing
uprecedented panic among the Hoa population,
Then, on Jan. 4, 1978, Liao Cheng-chih of the Over-
seas Chinese Affairs Office in Peking made a public
announcement to Lhe effect that those “Chinese
nationals” who wished to refurn to serve “national
construction” or live with their relatives would
be “welcome” and given “proper accommodations
and assistance™ and that returned Chinese students
would be provided with every condition to con-
tinue their studies and “win promotion”. Then
word was quickly spread among the Hoa in Viet-
nam that people who failed to respond to the
“call of the Ancestral Land” would be considered
as “lraitors”. Peking agents followed the {hreat
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with whispered rumours, slanders, “advice”, deceit
and downright blackmail. Hoa people were used
ageinst one another, and a general atmosphere of
fear and confusion prevailed. People who showed
unwillingness or hesitation received written warn-
ings thrown into their homes.

The result was a massive illezal departure of
people who had been living in security and peace
in Vietnam. The first {0 go were people in areas
bordering on China where Chinese propaganda had
the greatest impact. These were followed by people
from other localities where the exodus was trigger-
ed by malingerers and gullible vouths. The sxodus
reached a climax after Liao Cheng-chih on April
30, 1978 publicly expressed “concern over the mass-
ive departure of Chinese nationals from Vietnam®
and promised “good reception” to people who had
to leave “in a hurry” and afier China cet up
“reception stations” along the border and unilater-
ally decided to send ships to Vietnam to pick up
“victimized Chinese residents”.

In April a total of 28172 people left Vietnam
(10 times more than in January, February and
March put together). The number swelled to 40,034
in May, and 58,747 in June.

There were people who were fully nware of the
correct and generous policy of Vietnam toward the
Hoa and did not want to leave the secure life here,
but they had to leave in the end, either because
they were shaken by the threats they received,
or because part of their families had. left.
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By the end of July more than 150,000 people had
gone to China. These people, contrary to Chinese
propaganda, had taken with them their valuables,
even means of production owned by collectives of
which they were members or by the Vietnamese
State. The declared properties of 415 families com-
prising 1,050 persons leaving by rail through the
Friendship Gate check-point in July included 774
dong can (¥) of gold, 326 TV sets, 495 radio sets, 113
sewing machines, 114 tape recorders, 129 motor-
bikes, 94 refrigerators, 114 bicycles, 2,338 clocks
and watches, and 412 electric fans., According to
incomplete data Hoa people in the province of
Quang Ninh had taken away with them, by July 31,
1,802 head of cattle, 1,460 carts, 519 boats and
sampans, and more than 34 tons of rice seeds. They
had also carried away stolen State property such

1ss motor vehicles, electric generators, electric
motor and mechanical pumps.
The “victimized Chinese residents” farce was

followed by a series of other unjustifiable acts
against Vietnam :

— The decision taken on May 12, 1978 to cut
off part of Chinese complete-factory aid projects
to Vietnam.

— The announcement of further aid cuts, made
on May 30, 1978.

— The closing down of Vietnamese consulates-
general in Nanning, Kunming, and Kuangchou.

— The decision, taken on July 3, to terminate
all economic and technical aid to Vietnam and to
recall Chinese experts.

The quick deterioration of China-Vietnam rela-
tions has had a bad effect on the morale of the
Hoa population. Even people who deep in their
hearts wish to stay in Vietnam are afraid of an
outbreak of war between the two countries and
shaken by rumours spread by Chinese agents. It
has become clear to every one that China’s aim
in provoking the “Hoa issue” is to cause social,
economic and political unrest in Vietnam, obstruct
the Vietnamese people’s socialist construction, and
start an unprecedented open campaign against
Vietnam.

- At present, climbing another rung in its policy
of hostility to Vietnam, China is trying to drive
those people who have left for China back to Viet-
nam, a move which was denounced by us at the
last session.

Especially worthy of note is the fact that while
following a policy of expansionism and big-nation
hegemonism China is charging Vietnam with
“regional hegemonism"” and openly urges oversedas
Chinese and people of Chinese extraction of various
nationalities to join a “unified international front”
against hegemony. It is obvious that the Peking
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authorities are encouraging the Hoa population in
Vietnam to work against the Vietnamese State and
the Vietnamese revolution which they regard as
a big obstacle standing in the way of their expan-
sionist drive into Southeast Asia.

have made a review of the events concerning
I the Hoa question in order to give a true pic-
ture of the differences and disputes between
Vietnam and China. One can see that the key to
the whole problem is not “termination of ostrac-
ism, persecution and expulsion of the Hoa in Viet-
nam”. The key to the whole preblem is an end
to the use of the Hoa as a political card against
Vietnam, the scrupulous implementation of the spi-
rit and letter of the agreement reached between the
two Parties in 1955, and respect for the leadership
of the Communist Party of Vietnam and the juris-
diction of the Vietnamese Government over the Hoa
in Vietnam. Once China acts this way, all differen-
ces and disputes between it and Vietnam over
the Hoa question will be settled satisfactorily. The
Hoa in Vietnam, once freed from China's perfidious
manipulation will again be masters of their des-
tinies within the Vietnamese national community.
Both their immediate and long-term interests will
be served and they will be able to help preserve
and promote the long-standing friendship between
the peoples of Vietnam and China.

With a view to a correct settlement of the Hoa
issue

1. The Vietnamese Government calls on Hoa peo-
ple to stay in Vietnam where they will be able to
continue to live and work in complete peace of
mind. China must stop using these people for inter-
fering in Vietnam's internal affairs.

2. These Hoa who wish to leave will be allowed to
do so upon completion of exit procedures. Vietnam
is ready to discuss with China concrete matters
relating to those Hoa who wish to leave.

3. Those Chinese residenis in southern Vietnam
who wish to go to China will be provided with
every favourable condition to leave Vietnam.

4. Those people who have left for China are not
allowed to return to Vietnam. The cases ol those
who have a good reason to return will be examined
by the Vietnamese Government. China must not
sponsor any illegal re-entry.

These four points are practical, fair and reason-
able. We are looking forward to a positive res-
ponse from China so that negotiations may soon be
successful, as desired by the peoples of the two
countries and progressive opinion in the world.

(¥) 774 dong can equal 4.8 kilograms.
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Repeated Chinese &rmed Intrusiens into
Yietnamese Territories

(SRV Ministry of Foreign Affzirs’ Memorandum of Sept. 15, 1978)

OLLOWING serious Chine-
se-instigated bloody inci-
dents at the Bac Luan and

Huu Nghi border check-points
on August 8 and 25, 1978 respect-
ively and at the Tra Co river
mouth on September 12, 1978,
China has, since the end of Au-
gust, 1978, repeatedly seni armed
forces to encroach on Vietnam-
ese territory, threatening the
security of Vietnam along the
Vietnam — China  border and
preventing the normal activities
of Vietnamese people in those
areas :

—On August 29, 1978, a 19-
man Chinese patrol crossed the
border  between  border-posts
53 and 56 and penetrated into
Dam Thuy Trung
Khanh district, Cao Lang pro-

commune,

vince. The same day another 14-
man unit crossed the border at
border-post 44 and entered Chi
Ma commune, Loc Binh district,
also in Cao Lang province.

— On September 1, 1978, twelve
Chinese soldiers crossed the bord-
er between border-posts 6 and
7 in Po Pao area and intruded
into Na Hinh commune, Van
Lang district, Cao Lang province.

— On September 2, 7 and 9,
Chinese armed forces encroached
upon the Chong Mu hill area
between border-posts 62 and 63
of Dinh Phong commune, Trung
Khanh district, Cao Lang pro-
vince. The first intrusion was
made at 3 pm. on September 2,
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involving 15 Chinese soldiers
the second at 5.30 am. on Sep-
tember 7 by 33 Chinese soldiers.
In this intrusion, the Chinese
soldiers formed themselves into
a two-prong battle-array, occupi-
ed communication trenches, en-
circled and threatened to attack
Vietnamese militia team on duty
in the area. Another armed
intrusion into the same commu-
ne was made by 14 Chinese sol-
diers on September 4

— At 11 am. on September 6,
six Chinese policemen and mili-
tiamen crossed the border bet-
ween border-posts 2 and 3, climb-
ed Hill 1207 in Muong Khuong
district, Hoang Lien Son pro-
vince, and observed the sur-
rounding areas through binocul-
ars.

—On  September 9. twelve
Chinese soldiers encroached upon
Vietnamese  territory in Keo
Khang area, Na Pha, between
border-posts 95 and 96 in Hung
Quoc commune, Tra Linh dis-
trict, Cao Lang province.

— At 8 am. on September 8§,
seven Chinese militiamen in-
truded into Vietnamese territory
at Lung Lao Lu area between
border-posts 128 and 129 in Co
Ba commune, Bao Lac district,
Cao Lang province.

— On September 9, 14 Chine-
se soldiers and 11 militiamen
encroached upon Vietnamese
territory in Lung Mu Area, Lung
Xao, between border-posts 62

and 63 in Dinh Phong commune,
Trung Khanh district, Cao Lang
province.

— At 6 am. on September 10,
20 Chinese soldiers and 4 milit-
iamen again encroached upon
Vietnamese tferritory in the area
between border-posts 53 and 54
in Dam Thuy commune, Trung
Khanh district, Cao Lang pro-
vince.

— At 2 p.m. on September 13,
a Chinese armed vessel intruded
into the Tra Co river mouth area
and at 1 p.m. on September 14,
three other Chinese armed ves-
sels penetrated deep into this
river mouth up to Tai Xec islet,
one kilometre from Hai Thanh
wharf, Tra Co commune, Mong
Cai district, Quang Ninh_pro-
vince. The Chinese crews of these
boats used mines and grenades
to destroy the fishing tackle of
the local Vietnamese fishermen.

— From September 6 to 9,
many Chinese ships operated 22
to 24 miles off the Vietnamese
coast in the area between Hon
Mat and Hon Me islands, Nghe
Tinh province.

The Ministry of Foreign Afrairs
of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam energetically protests a-
gainst, and severely condemns,
these illegal acts of the Chinese
side, and demands that it imme-
diately stop encroaching upon
Vietnamese  territorial sover-
eignty and not allow such actions
to recur.
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VICTIMS GF THE ANTI-VIETNAM CAMPAIGN ACCUSE

HE “Nanchiao Operation”
mounted by Peking with a
view to slanderinzg the

Socialist Republic of Vietnam
has roused great indignation
among all strata of the popula-
tion. Many people, including Hoa

people .in Ho Chi Minh City have —

helped the local authorities to
uncover the schemes of bad el-
ements among the Hoa who have
been carryinz out anti-Vietnam
activities at the instigation of
Peking. Eighteen-year-old Huynh
Nghiep Tan. who headed the so-
called “Patriotic Overseas Chi-
nese Students’ Association” and
was a victim of Peking's cam-
paizn, has admitted his wrong-
doings. When the Canicn Song
and Dance Ensemble visited Ho
Chi Minh City in November, 1977,
Tran Hieu Minh, a cadre of the
Chinese Board in charge of
Friendship Associations who ac-
companied the ensemble, called
on Tan and made this sugges-
tion: “There are many Hoa in
Ho Chi Minh City, why don't
you set up an association to wel-
come people coming from the
fatherland ?”. Tran Hieu Minh
gave Huynh Nghiep Tan his ad-
dress and promised to send him
documents, forward his letters
and reports to Liao Cheng-

chih (1). After this meeting, Tan
gathered a number of youths
among the Hoa and set up the
“Patriotic Overseas Chinese Stu-
dents’ Association'.

Through the confessions of
others we get more details about
how the campaign was organized.
Through the Chinese Embassy in
Hanoi, Chinese delegations visit-
ing Ho Chi Minh City, and Radio
Peking broadcasts, the Chinese
side organized and led the cam-
paign. Under the signboards
“Marxist-Leninist Vouth Asso-
ciation”, “Patriotic  Owverseas
Chinese Students’ Association".
“Overseas Chinese Association
for National Salvation” Peking
agents gathered a number of
people including many school
and college siudents and con-
ducted activities against sociaj-
ist construction in Vietnami :
spreading false news, undermin-
ing the implementation of State
policies and instigating the Hoa
to oppose the policy of socialist
transformation, undermine se-
curity and order and finally
leave for China. They got in’
touch with the Chinese Embassy
and bad elements among the
Hoa living along the Northern
frontier, received reactionary
literature sent by Peking such as

“The Three-World Theory”, “Po-
licy toward Overseas Chinese”
and anti-Vietnam documents...,
then disseminated them among
the Hoa in order to inspire them
with nationalism and great-
nation chauvinism, incite them
to shirk their obligations toward
Vietnam, collect and send to
China information and pictures
related to the Hoa.

While the Chinese authorities
unilaterally sent ships to Viet-
nam to bring back “vietimized
Chinese residents”, the Chinese
Embassy in Hanoi sent that gang
an urgent message in five points.
instructing them to “demand
that Chinese diplemats be sent
to Ho Chi Minh City" to give
them concrete guidelines (point
3), or “not to trust the local au-
thorities” (point 4). The Chinese
Embassy urged them to “closely
follow the instructions broadcast
over Radio Peking".

The above-mentioned confes-
sions are indeed accusations made
by victims of the znti-Vietnam
Campaign staged by the Peking
authorities,

(1) Director of the Ouverseas
Chinese Affairs Office of the
PRC State Council.
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Facts and FEvents

Facts about
the “Expelled
Chinese
Residents”

N their way back to Chi-
« na, they were subjected

to all kinds of ill-treat-
ment; some were beaten and
wounded. Most of their belong-
ings, the fruits of years of hard

work, were arbitrarily confiscat-
ed: even the few household
utensils they had with t{hem
were seized. When they arrived
in Chinese territory they had
nothing left except the clothes on
their back”. Thus said the spokes-
man of the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office of the PRC State
Council in a declaration made on
May 24, 1978 on the “expulsion
of Chinese residents” by
Vietnam.

Since then, the Chinese mass
media have published all kinds of
tall stories on this matter.

So, let us have a look at fig-
ures recently released by the
Vietnamese cusioms service.

In August 1978, 219 Hoa fami-
lies tecok the train to China. They

had with them 16 photo cameras,
36 refrigerators, 106 bicycles, 104
T.V. sets, 42 tape-recorders, 231
clocks and watches, 37 sewing-
machines, 93 wireless sets, 78
electric fans, 19 motorbikes, 35
wardrobes and 82 beds.

The *“victimized Chinese resi-
dents” took with them not only
gadgets used by city dwellers.
According to incomplete data, up
to July 31, 1978, in Quang Ninh
province alone, the Hoa peasants
who crossed the border into Chi-
na took with them 1.902 buffalnes
and oxen, 1460 improved carts,
519 boats, 34 tons of rice seeds —
obviously all means of produc-
tion. Others took away even
State and cooperative property

VIETNAM COURIFER




Facts and Events

The Latter-day Marquises of Carabas '

IETNAM has recently been
subjected to virulent accu-
sations from her northern

neighbour for having set up —on
Vietnamese territory — barbed
wire entanglements along part
of her frontier and at border
check-points between the two
countries.

The charges are all the more
absurd since it is Vietnam which
has been victim of repeated Chi-
nese incursions. The August 235,
1878 incident, to cite only that
one resulted in many casualties
after armed Chinese agents,
directed by Chinese police, had
penetrated into Vietnamese ter-
ritory in disregard of the most

elementary rule of international
law.

It is to anticipate such serious
incidents that Vietnam has had
to take some precautions, For
this she is now being condemned
by her neighbour!

All of a sudden everything has
come to light : a map of China,
reproduced by Nhan Dan in its
issue of September 21, 1978, gives
the key to the issue.

This map, printed by Peking
as early as 1954 in an “Oulline
History of Contemporary China™
says that big parts of the terri-
tories of China’s neighbours are
in fact hers : they were seized
from her by the imperialists be-
tween 1840 and 1919!

Now we see why Peking blames
Vietnam for setting up defences
on  her own territory: in
the eyes of the Chinese Margui-
ses of Carabas, the above ferri-
fories should be returned to Chi-
na, and they intend to recover
them.

Let's call a spade a spade :
isn’t that a part of Peking's
hegemonistic and expansionist
design ?

MAI HO

(1) The well-known character
in Perreuit’s tale of Puss in
Boots, whose name has come to
designate a nobleman of unbound-
ed pretensions and vanity.

A map of China published by China in 1954
and  printed in a book entitled “Outline
History of Contemporary China”. I this map,
Mongolia, Nepal, Sikkim, Bbutan, Korea
Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea. Burma, Maiaysia,
Thailand. a part of India, the [Japanese
Ryukyu islands, and parts of Soviet territory
in the Kazakh, Kirghiz and Tadihik Soviet
Socialist Republics are termed *Parts of Chi-
nese territory seized by the imperialists during
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the period of (Chinese - Fd.)
revolution (1840-1019)".

such as lorries, electric generators,
internal combustion engines, me-
chanical pumps, etc. Now we
learn that those “expelled Chi-
nese residents” have, by a stroke
of Peking’s magic wand, become
“Vietnamese citizens of Chinese
origin”. They are mustered on
the Chinese side of the border
and preparations are being made
to send them back to their adop-
tive country.

If this were allowed to happen.
those unlucky people would re-
turn to Vietnam with undoubtedly
bare hands. It is known that all
their valuable possessions have
been “purchased” by the Chinese
authorities who in exchange
gave them... receipts.
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Foansi’d Viewpoint

Peace in the Middle East
Cannot Be Found at Camp David

FTER three days of hard bargaining, the
A US — Israel — Egypt mnegotiations resulted
in the issue of two documents. President
Carter wiped the sweat from his brow and gave
a sight of relief. Then a number of American
newspapers and supporters of Mr Carter and
the USA started cheering this “unexpected out-
come” and described it as “a significant achie-
vement”, “a great exploit of modern diplom-
acy”, “an unparalleled event”, “a development
of historic importance™, etc. Mr Carter consider-
ed the Camp David achievement as the “fra-
mework for a peaceful settlement” in the Middle
East,

Is this true? Certainly not. Let us see what
has been signed. One of the documents says that
Israel and Egypt will sign a peace treaty within
three months ; and within three to nine months
of this signing, Israeli troops will withdraw from
Sinai, this troop withdrawal to take place over a
period of two to three years. What guarantee is
there that Israel will correctly implement the
agreement ? Moreover, this troop withdrawal does
not mean that Israel will return the Sinai area
to Egypt. Because the Israelis still insist on
having their own “security zonmes", “restricted
zones for Egyptian troops”, and on maintain-
ing their settlements. The second docwment is
supposed to be “On peace in the Middle East”.
It allows Israel to occupy for at least five more
years the area west of the Jordan river and the
Gaza strip, during which time the above-men-
tioned areas will enjoy an “autonomous’ sta-
tus. There is nothing here, too, to ensure that
Israel will withdraw her troops from those
areas. The document is vague on “autonomy”
and the right of the Palestinians and completely
ignores the PLO.
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It is obvious that the Camp David agreement
benefits only the US and Israel. The Camp David
negotiations prove that Mr Sadat is in a position
of weakness. While seeking a separate settlement
he has little bargaining weight. It is no accident
that some people say that “Mr Sadat has lost
all while Mr. Begin has won all”. His conces-
sions have further weakened his position,
which his smile at Camp David could not con-
ceal. Egyptian Foreign Minister Camen and many
Egyptian officials who follow Mr Fami's lead
have immediately dissociated themselves from
him. Mr Sadat has accepted Israel’s demands
which he had jormerly rejected ; he has even
made an unprecedented move : he has officially
recognized the legal existence of an aggressive,
expansionist zionist State which is still occupying
Egyptian territory. Many times previously
Israel had gome back on her words. Hasn't it
been proved by facts that it is a vain hope to
rely on the US to bring pressure to bear on

Israel ?

The Camp David agreement cannot be the
“framework for a peaceful settlement" in the
Middle East. Mr Carter's effort to bring about
the “Camp David success” does not spring from
any devotion to the cause of the Middle East.
He badly needs some “achievement’ in order to
improve his position in the coming elections In
the US. Peace in the Middle East cannot come
from Camp David. The Camp David agreement
has divided the Arab countries and played into
the hands of Israel. The danger of renewed hos-
tilities far from being reduced has increased.

Nhan Dan
(Sept. 20, 1978)

VIETNAM COURIER



Flooding of Vast Areas

All available means are used to drain
flood water from the paddy fields.

HERE have been complex
and abnormal develop-
ments in weather condi-

tions in Vietnam during the last
three months. The rainy season
had started with evenly spread
rainfall all the country,
which was Tfavourable to agri-
cultural production. But it “has
dragged on too long and in
northern Vietnam during the last
few weeks, instead of fine and dry
weather as it should be, there

over

has been abundant and even
heavy rain. At Ha Trung, Nga
Son (Thanh Hoa province) on the
night of September 21-22 there
was 900mm of rainfall In many
other regions of Bac Bo and the
former 4th zone, there has been
continual and very heavy rain.
This year has been marked by
repeated typhoons which have
not followed the usual north-
south pattern nor any definite
pattern. Up to now (end of Sep-
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tember) six typhoons have land-
ed on the provinces of Nghia
Binh, Quang Ninh, Binh Tri
Thien, Nghe Tinh, Quang Nam —
Da Nang, not to mention typhoon
No 7. which did not land on
Vietnamese territorv but never-
theless caused abundant rain in
our country. The interval be-
tween two successive typhoons
was short, so much so that they
almost followed on the heel of
each other and therefore caused
great damage. Moreover, the
north-east monsoons came early
this year and reached further
south than was normal, as far as
the provinces of southern Central
Vietnam. Typhoons have been
the main cause of heavy prolong-
ed rain and, as a consequence,

flooding and submersion over
large areas in some northern
provinces.

They landed early on Central
Vietnam (typhoon No. 4 landed
at Ngang Pass on August 12 and

caused flooding in a number of
the provinces of southern Central
Vietnam and even in Nam Bo).

—_—

Reaching beyond the Truong Son
Range, they have also caused
heavy rain in Central and Lower
Laos. This. together with the ris-
ing water of the Mekong river
has caused premature and unex-
pectedly heavy flooding in the
southern provinces. Hundreds of
thousands of hectares in the Me-
kong delta have been under wa-
ter. Typhoon No. 8, which landed
at Quang Nam — Da Nang on
September 20, and typhoon No. 9.
which landed at northern Binh
Tri Thien and southern Nghe
Tinh on September 26, have wor-
sened the situation in Central
Vietnam and badly affected even
the southern provinces.

Rain and typhoons have badly
damaged the winter crops in the
whole country, In some provinces,
namely Ha Nam Ninh, Nghe
Tinh, Thanh Hoa, Ha Son Binh,
Binh Tri Thien and Thai Binh,
the area of rice land under water
is quite lsrge. In some places
submersion surpassed the drain-
ing capacity of the water control
works. At present the people and
army in various provinces are
fighting flooding and submersion.
They are making full use of
electric and diesel-powered
pumps, as well as hand-operated
scoops and norias, to salvage the
ripening rice. But because the
flooded area is too large and the
means al our disposal limited,
there will be more difficulties to
cope with if it goes on raining.
In southern Vietnam, especially
in the Mekong delta, many diffi-
culties also lie ahead, for produc-
tion work as well as for the peo-
ple’s life.
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N Sepiember 4, fifteen rnillion pupils in kindergartens, general
education schools, complementary education and teacher-train-
ing schools besan the new school year. The number of children

in kindergartens throughout the country in thisschool year is appro-
ximately 1.3 million, an increase of 18% compared with last year :
and that of general education school pupils is nearly 12 million, an
increase of 9.5%. 1.6 million people aitend complementary education
courses (both on the job and in special courses) and 110,000 others
are in teacher-training schools. School enrolment smong children
of national minorities has an increase of 1 million pupils,

There are over 179400 pupils in Hanoi kindergartens and general
cducation schools this school year

In many locabiies the pupils’ parents and local population actively
helpea with the censtruction and vepair of classrooms. In Ho Chi
Minh City, 166 new classrooms were built and 800 kindergarten
classes organized during the last summer holidays in various urban
and suburban districts, new economic zones and working people's
areas. 50 per cent of the children of kindergarten age are now admitted
to these classes.

Despite the border conflict 80,000 pupils in the 22 districts and
towns along the south-western border of Gia Lai-Kon Tum, Dac Lac,
Song Be, Tay Ninh, Long An, Dong Thap, An Giang and Kien Giang
provinces continue to go to school.
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The 1978-1979 school year be-
gins at the “Bamboo Shoot
Kindergarten in Hanoi,

® Total vaiue of school equip-
ment for 1978 is 18 million dong,
as against 6 million for 1975 (11
million for the North and 7 mil-
lion for the South).

® 1978 sees the start of a drive
to equip cur schools so that by
1985  all secondarv, teacher-
training, and infant schools il
have been fitted with everything
necessary to study, teaching, and
practical work,

® For the new school year,
State-run enterprises and hand-
icraft cooperatives have produc-
ed eight new kinds of toys for
kindergarten children totalling
150,000 units. Every year they
also turn out about 20 sets of
slides. Film and tape-recording
studios produce 40-50 films and
a number of reels of tape for the
schools.

® The teaching-aid factory
now turns out many items for-

VIETNAM COURIER



GENERAL EDUCATION AND THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR (1978 — 1970)

A New School in Trung Dong Commune

HE present commune of
Trung Dong arose from

the merger of the two
former communes of Truc Trung
and Truc Dong in Nam Ninh
district, Ha Nam Ninh province.
A first-and second-level general
education school has just been
completed in Truc Dong. There
is a three-storey building with
18 classrooms, a meeting hall, a
library with 20,000 books, and 8
rooms for teachers (both working
space and living quarters). The
construction of the school cost
the commune 250,000 dong, 220,000
of which was contributed
by the people of the commune.

When building materials had
to be found, the commune sent
its cadres to various construction
sites in the province and tlie Thai
Nguyen Iron and Steel Company
to buy their extra iron and steel.
It also sent co-op members to
do lumbering for the State during
their free time to earn the privi-
ledge of buying construction
timber ; and they built houses
for the Quang Ninh coal mining
area in exchange for coal. Thanks
to this the commune was able
to produce its own much needed

lime and brick for
tion of the school. One million
bricks were made. Engineer
Nguyen Van Doc, a native of
Trung Dong, now deputy head of
the construction board of the
district, himself drew the plans
of the school and took part in
the execution of them. The peo-
ple of the commune and the
teachers and pupils of the school

the construc-

contributed their parts to its
construction, and old people con-
tributed 5,000 dong from the sale
of filao pine trees they had plant-
ed in the tree-planting move-
ment: “grandads plant and
their grandchildren will care for
them".

After an intensive period of
construction, the school was
completed on September 2,

merly
they serve

SCHOOL

imported from abroad:

and Secondary Vocational
cation.

EQUIPMENT AND FOREIGN AID

Edu-

education schools. Each of these

in the teaching of
electro-magnetism, mechanics, the
kinetic theory of gases, the solar
system...

@ A drive is under way, espe-
cially in the southern provinces
and cities, for making teaching
aids with our own means. Two
hundred items have been awarded
prizes and exhibited at an expo-
sition held in Ho Chi Minh City
and Can Tho provincial capital

® In addition to schools of this
kind already in existence in
Thanh Hoa and Haiphong, ano-
ther school for school-equipment
managers has been opened this
year by the Ministry of Educa-
tion in cooperation with the State
Planning Committee and the
Ministry for Higher Education

The students will gra-
duate after three years of study,
and will be put in charge of the
management and maintenance of
laboratories and school work-
shops.

® This year UNICEF has given
us complete cquipment for 40
secondary teacher - training
schools — 170,000 deng's worth of
equipment for each school. This
includes various kinds of cabin-
ets, ceiling fans. film projeciors,
equipmeni for printing and en-

larging photographs, sets of
fitter's  and carpenter's tools,
drills, ete. UNICEF also gives

us complete eguipment for 40
créche-attendant training schools
— 160,000  dong’s worth for
each, as well as 20 school work-
shops for second-level general

shops comprises three sections :
mechanics, carpentry, household
arts, and is worth 160,000 dong.

€ The German Democratic Re-
public will supply Vietnam with
teaching aids worth 2.5 million
marks each year, from now to
1978. Recently it has sent our ge-
neral education schools 3.500 sets
ol teaching aids for physics, in-
ciuding mechanics, heat, optics
and electricity.

® Hungary has supplied Viet-
nam with 300 microscopes and
equipment for a number of phy-
sics, chemisiry and foreign lan-
guages laboratories.

® Czechoslovakia has given our
teacher-training and foreign lan-
guages schools 320 tape-recorders.
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ELIMINATION OF ILLITERACY AND THE MOVEMENT FOR COMPLEMENTARY EDUCATION

Cam Binh Wins
UNESCQ Prize

N the occasion of the International Day Against llliteracy,

UNESCO decided to grant the N.K. Krupskaia prize to

Cam Binh commune (Nghe Tinh province), the standard-

bearer for the elimination of illiteracy and for complementary
education in Vietnam.

Starting in 1965, UNESCO has taken September 8 as the
International Day Against Illiteracy. It has also been awarding
two prizes each year : the Mohammed Reza Pahlevi prize
(ziven by the Iranian Government in 1967) and the NK,
Krupskaia prize (given by the Soviet Government in 1969). Up
to 1977, UNESCO had awarded 17 nrizes and certificates of
merit to State organs., mass organizations and individuals
credited with outstandine arhievements in the elimination of
illiteracy and in adu't education in the world

Vietnam joined UNFESCO in 1977. An economiecally paor
country, she has nevertheless phtained good achievements and
exverience in the elimination of illiteracvy and other effarts io
free herself from poverty and backwardness even while fichi-
ine for national liberation. This has heen recosnized hy
UNFESCO and Cam Binh commune deserves the prize awarded
to it

In Vietnam, on September £ each vear sre commemorated the
establishment of the Popular Education Service in 1945 follow-
ing the August Revolution. and President Ho Chi Minh's appeal

__tn the entire neople to fight azainst ignorance. This vear the

Ministry of Fducation has held s ronference at which was
dicenssed the work of comnlementarv education : energeticallv
winin# out illiteracy in the mountain resions. siving at least
first-level education to all working peenle. developing comple-
mentarv education in border areas. and ranidlv dispensing
second-level education to all cadres and young people,

Recently an Indian edueation delesation headed by Doctor
Chitra Naik, Head of the Indian Institute of Education. visited
Vietnam. On this occasion, it studied the elimination of illitera-
cy and complementary education in our country.

During its stay from September 4 to 10, 1978, the delegation
held work sessions with the Ministry of FEducation. and the
Education Service of Ho Chi Minh City, visited the complemen-
tary education school for cadres in Hoan Kiem distriet (Hanoi),
the Le Quy Don complementary education school for cadres,
the complementary education schools in District 4 and Phu
Nhuan distriet and the worker-peasant complementary educa-
tion school at Thu Duc (these four in Ho Chi Minh City). and
a complementary education class at Phuc Le commune
(Haiphong).

The delegation studied the experience gained in the elimina-
tion of illiteracy in our country, especially the methods of
propaganda, mobilization, and persuasion with regard to the
learners : the method for quickly training teachers, and that
for quickly teaching grown-ups to read and write.

AM BINH is a commune in
Nghe Tinh province, near-
ly 350 kilometres south of

Hanoi.

It has 3,500 inhabitants and
(.2 hectare of cultivable land per
head of population. Before the
August 1945 Revolution, its inha-
bitants led a wretched life; only
17 persons knew how to read and
write : the 1945 famine took 350
lives ; many families had no
survivors left.

In the 33 years that have pas-
sed since the August 1945 Revo-
lution, including nearly 20 years
of war, the Cam Binh people
have had to fight for the defence
of the country (over 6,000 bombs
were dropped on them in the US
war of destruction), while build-
ing a new life. They have made
swift progress, particulariy in the
liquidation of illiteracy and
complementary education.

Liquidation of illiteracy : After
the August 1915 Revolution, the
revolutionary cadres in Cam
Binh looked for school-teachers.
As the eccnomic situation was
difficult and there was not
enough money to open many
schools, they wurged individual
families with means to hire tutors
to teach their children and also
other villagers.

Thanks to the classes opened,
the tutors thus recruited, and
cadres and young people just
freed from illiteracy who volun-
teered to serve as teachers, the
movement for the liquidation of
illiteracy spread throughout Cam
Binh commune. School teachers
and pupils were urged to teach
oider members of their families
and help them in household
work, so that they could study in
the evening and learn to read
and write. Determined to free
themselves and others from
poverty and ignorance, many
rural cadres studied eagerly day
and night to raise their cultural
standard, setting a good example
for the villagers; and volunteer-
ed to serve as teachers. The youth
and women’'s organizations also
encouraged their members to go
to school, supplyving paper and
pen to needy people. Under the
slogan: “Work in the day time,
study at night”, the iiiteracy
liquidation movement at Cam
Binh became a seething mass
movement. When a class had
finished a programme or & h.m-
let had wiped out illiteracy due

VIETNAM COURIER
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