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NE may wonder whether
the Ford Administration
has taken the decision to re -
escalate the war in Inmdochina,
following the example of its
predecessors. The events of the
past few months give reason to
suspect 1t : US warships have
beei cruising in  Vielnamese
walers; air  force personnel
were senl to South Viet Nam
from the Philippines, Thailand
or Japan ; ihe 3rd Marine
Division stationed in Okinawa
has been pul on alert ; many
US military officials, includ-
ing  Admiral  Gayler, have
visited Saigon and Phnom
Penh ; massive quantities of
weapons and war.malerial have
been introduced into South
Viel Nam and Cambodia jor
the puppet administrations ;
an airlift is being carried out
between US bases in  Thailand
and  Pochentong airport in
Phnom Penh ; SEATO forces’
military — manoewvres  were
organized in the China Sea.
At the same time a vigorous
propaganda campaign has been
launched by Washington to give
the impression that a large-
scale offensive by North Viet
Nam 1s tmminent. Reconnais-
sance f[lights were carried out
over North Viet Nam allegedly

to detect troop movements and
the supply of war material to
the South.

Emphasis has been particu-
larly laid on the necessity of a
supplementarv military aid of
300 msllion dollars to Nguyen
Van Thiew and 222 million
dollars to Lon Nol, not counting
the aid wnder the title of ““Food
for Peace’’. The military aid
to Thiew is estimated to be
worth 1,293 million dollars for
the fiscal year 1976 and will
remain  at  roughly the same
level jor the fiscal vear 1g77.
Strong pressure is being put
on the US Congress to approve
these aids.

Ford, Kissinger, and Schie-
singer have, each in turn, tried
to throw responsibility for the
eventual *“loss’” of South Viet
Nam and Cambodia on the US
Senate and House of Represent-
atives in the event of the Admi-
nistration’s request being reject-
ed. Once again the domino
theory and US ‘“‘prestige’” in
the ““free world’ are invoked ;
the content of the Paris Agree-
ment has been so distorted that
1t is now taken to mean a new
US commaibment to ihe Saigon
puppets.  In brief, all the
arguments  already wused by
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presidents from Kennedv to
Nixon are being vehashed.

Nguyen Van Thiew and 7 on
Nol have been forced to retreat
e face of the pairiotic forces —
but their jailures are deliber-
ately explained as the result of
the veduction of US aid. Every-

one knows, however, that, on
the eve of the signing of the

Paris Agr 'smmi, several hillion
dollars worth of armaments
and war malerial were hurried-

ly introduced info  Phuon
Penh and Saigon and ihat,
even afler January 27, 1973,

they contfinusd to be sen! there.
in - violation of lhe signed
Agreement. .

The puppe: troops’ defeal in
South Viet Nam as well as in
Cambodia must be aliribuled to
the lowering inorale of these
troo;ﬁs m’w are wondering why
they should continue to die jor
inlerests that are nob theirs.
Their failure 4s also a resuli
o, " the popular opposition o
the buppel auihoriiies who have
been continuing to sow tervor
with their sweeps and ** pacifi-

FACTS AND EVENTS

cation’’ operations, their arrests
and tmprisonments.

The crimes perpetrated last

inonth by Neuyen Van Thieu
were  parbicularly  significant
vit  this  vespect. He siruck

against the Hoa Hao religious
sect by ordering the dis-
solution of its armed forces.
At a single blow, he decveed
the closing of five newspapers,
the confiscalion of nine others,
and the arrest of a score of
journalists. Then he unleashed
his police against a popular
dentonstraiion for the fjreedom
of the press, wounding six
Saigen deputies, priests, and
journalists. On the occasion of
Tet, he caused the war psychosis
fo increase by cancelling all
leave jor his  troops, and
appeared on lelevision to call
for a “‘fight against commu-
wism Gl the last bullet.’”

The obstinacy of Ford and
his collaborators in swpporting
such a war maniac says much
for the bellicose nature of the
current US administration for
whoim the Paris  Agreement

seems 1o longer to evist. How-
ever, qust as Thieu is hated by
the Vielnamese people — 43
Saigon deputies staged a hunger
strike dwring lhe Tet festival,
and wiote a petition in their
blood ‘to demand an end flo
the repression against  the
press — Iord and  Kissinger
have met with strong opposition
from the American people :
many Congressmen and many
new hn“us are  prolesting
against their war policy.

Ii may be frue that the Amer-
ican leaders are dreaming of
resuming their military adven-
ture in Indochina, but they
cannot be wunaware that itmes
have now changed. There 1s no
doubl that any such plans will
end in fatlure. The Indochinese

peoples have increased lheir
strength tenfold over the past

decade and the balance of forces
has greatly aliered since the
conclusion of the Paris Agree-
ment, which remains the only
qust basis for the seitlement of
the Viet Neam problem.
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He Should Have Got

VER two years ago, when
O he negotiaied the Paris
Agreement, Kissinger made
people believe that he was a hero
of peace. Indeed, wasn't that the
aim of the Agreement —to end
the war and restore peace in
Viet Num ?

The Nobel
singled 1

Prize  Jury thus
him out for its award.
Buat since the signing of the
Agreement, Soath Viet Nam has
never known a single day of peace,
for the US has been going on
with its military involvement and
intervention. After Nixon, TFord
is continuing to give Ngayen Vun
Thieu the weapons and “dollars he
needs for the maintenance of a
. Vicln(lmlzcd ” war. The princi-
pal aide of both US presidents in
this venture is Kissinger himself
who is now putting his heart and
soul in the battle for getting ap-
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proval for an extra aid of 300
mitlion dollars to Nguyen Van
Thicu in the form of boinbs and
munitions.

Kissinger hos thus shown to
liis naive admirers that they have
been mistaken on  his  account.
Nevertheless, for those who know
him well, there has been nothing
surprising in his behaviour. Witl:-
out going any further buack we
may recall that, at the end of
1972, when the text of the Paris
Agreement was ready for signa-
tare, it was he who advized Nixon
to start the aerial blitzkrieg
Mt,gunst Hanoi and Haiphong in
the hopes of snatching fundimen-
tal concessions from the Vietnam-
ese negotiators. On the occasion
of the second anniversary of the
signing of the Paris Agreement,
replying  to someone who was
interviewing  him, Kissinger

A

revealed that the main aim in the
negotiniions was to *“ pull ont US
forces {from Indochina” and to
*repatricte American P.O.Ws.’

At the same time he made it
clear in a State Department
report that his Viet Num policy
is io ‘* provide the South Viet-
namese with the military means
to defend themselves.”

“War Prize”

And carly
man made a

in 1974, this same
strange declaration

when he affirmed that the Puoris
Agrcement offers a legal basis
for the US to continue its com-

mitment towards
Thiea.

Nguyen Van

Kissinger has always been one
of the chref instigators of the war

wkhich is now raging in South
Viet Nam.
He should have won a *‘war

prize,”’
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From 1929 to 1930 :

The Birth of the
Indochinese Communist Party

IIE beginning of 1gz2g saw an

T unprecedented growth in the

new revolutionary forces in
Viet Nam.

Not only Hanoi, but Saigon, too.
was in a ferment. The Saigon-Cho
T.on Workers™ Association, domi-
nated by the workers of the Ba
Son arsenal, whose leader, Ton
Duc Thang (1) had joined the Rev-
olutionary Youth, was greatly
influenced by the new movement
which was expanding not only in
State schools, such as Chasseloup
Laubat, Petrus Ky, the Teachers
Training School, the Girls" School,
the Technical School and the Gia
Dinh School of Fine Arts, but
also in private schools. It was at
this time too that the revolution
established @ base in the secondary
school at My Tho.

To get an idea of the strength
of the Saigon movement at that
time, one may recall that, in 1929,

Krautheimer, the Governor of
Cochinchina, banned all distribu-
tion of playbills to advertise

evening eatertainments, for fear
that this would be used asa cover
to spread revolutionary leatlets.
And this order was given just
when the passion for Cai Luong
(reformed opera) was at its height !
Leaflets had brought the program-
me of the movement to cvery
corner of the country. The records
of local Party branches, docu-
ments of the Trench Security
Bureau and public newspuapers of
that time (till mid-1930, authoris-
ed to publish news from police
bulletins), all mention the appear-
ance of revolutionary leaflets in
big cities and towns during 1929.
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The end of 1929 and the beginning of 1930 was a time of upsirge

for (the patriotic and social struggle throughout Viet Nam.

While the

petiv-howrgeois and bowrgeois  political growps and parties (like the
Viet Nam OQOuoc Dan Dang — the Vielnamese Nationalist Partv) dis-

Gitegrated under the blows of the colonial adminisivation, thiee commnist
organizations came tnfo being in Bac Ky (Tonkin), Trung Ky (Ainain)

awd Nam KNy (Cochinchina).

These ovganizations merged lo form the Dang Cong San Viet Nam

(the Viet Nam Conununist Party), laley renamed as Dang
Dong Duong (the fadochinese Comnenist Paviv). and 1t fell {o

San
this

Cong

Party to undeviake the leadership of the Vietnamese vevol:ulion.

To commemorate the 45th anpiversary of the founding of the Pawty,

Nhan Dan published a series of articles wrilten by Thep Moi.
excerpls from these ave given beloiw

In 1933, in Bac Ky alone, it is
said that some 100,000 leaflets
were distributed. But each indi-
vidual leaflet was produced at
the cost of untold difficalties and
dangers @ if captured, the distri-
butor would be subjected to sav-
age tortures and a heavy prison
term. while even to keep u leaflet
in one's possession was 1o risk
one's life.

Nguyen Cong Hoa (2} tells in
his memoirs how he and two other
unemployed young workers cele-
brated Tef in Haiphong in T1927.
A short time belore, they had
found & job in 2 small workshop
only to be cheated out of their
salaries by the owner who fled to
Hanoi. Thus, when Tet came they
had nothing to eat and nothing
with which {o buy food. Unable
to pay their bill, they did not
dare stay in their boarding house.
They decided to flee Tef and kill
time in pagodas  and  temples,
which  would Dbe crowded with
pilgrims on Tef eve. nfortunately,
when they came to Ven pagoda,
a1 robbery happened  which
brought on a police raid. They
hurried away, thus arousing the
suspicion of the police who made

straight for them — and so the
bursts of {irecrackers  which
ushered in the Lunar New Year

{found them running for their lives
to get away from the police. So
“*that night., we, three skilled
workers, were forced to sneak
into An Duong cemetery and take
shelter in a tomb. '

La o

In this tomb, a question kept
haunting them : why were they so
miserable despite their working
abilities! Then one day in Spring
1928, *‘an unprecedented event
stirred up public opinion in Hai-
prong: leaflets of the Viet Nam
Thanh Nien Cach Mang Dong Chi
Hoi (Viet Nam  Revolutionary
Youth League) (3) appeared every-
where calling on the people to
overthrow the capitalists, colonial-
ists and feudalists in order to
wrest back factories for the work-
ers and land for the peasants.
We didn’t know where these leaf-
lets came from, but they kept on
appearing and attracted us as a
magnet does iron. From then on,
we often got together to discuss
the situation and kept a sharp
eye out for new developments.
Something was going to happen ;
that’s what we all expected. And
above all, we were anxious to
make contact with Secret Societies.
Our {riends were numerous and we
went to different places to try to
find members of those societies
but without success. We even sold
our clothes to get money to send
our friend Buu to Hongai for
clue. But Buu took a long time
to reply... ”

(1) Now President of the
DRI'N.

(2) Now Vice-President of the
Vet Nam Fedevation of Trade
Unions.

(3) Founded by President Ho
Chi Minh in February 1925. The
seat of its Central Commitiee was
in Canton (China) .
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It was not only the revolution
which was trying to draw in the
masses, the working people them-
selves were ready for the revo-
lution and actively looking for it.
This helps explain the vigorous
growth of the movement. When
Hoa was finding jobs first in an
oil company, then in the cement
plant and then the brick fectory,
the young workers were already
on the right tracks, believing that,
it they went forward bravely with
their own struggle the revolution
would come to them. And this is
what effectively Lappened. When
such workers joined the movement,
they brought along with them a
spirit which closely bound the
movement with life itself.

“1 plunged headlong into the
organization’s activities, continued
Hoa’s memoirs, with ail the pent-
up energy accamulated during
long years of misery and oppres-
sion. Tireless and Tearless, with
all the inherent advanteges of
being workers among workers,
my {riends and I animated the
movement in Ha Ly quarter. It
was not that we had exceptional
talents, but simply because we
were zealous and our force was
always very big. My friends were
those who had been through {ire
and water together and remained
true to each other. We had work-
ed in every factory and lived in
every corner of Haiphong. We had
had full trust in each other, even
before joining the revolution.
Now, in our mutual activities,
this  trust was continually
strengthened."”

Confided +to the workers,
the revolutionary Ileaflets were
in good hands: “The workers
were ingenious distributors of
leaflet. Someone would stick
a bundle of leaflets on the
conveyer belt. When the ma-
chines were started up the
leaflets would be scattered all
round the workshop during work-
ing. hours without incriminating
any particular person. Others
would put them on the root of a
car so that when the car moved
they would be blown onto the
streets. Sometimes, they would
boldly cut off the electric current
and take advantage of the black-
out to distribute leaflets through-
out the factory.”

From the first leaflets that they
received, several workers began
to familiarize themselves with
written words. The leaflets were
used as spelling texts for them
in study courses conducted by
their fellow workers.

*
L

Late in 1928, public opinion
in the whole country was aroused
by the French recruitment of
labourers for the rubber planta-
tions in French Caledonia and
the other TFrench - controlled
islands. A newspaper of that time
wrote: ““The recruitment of
coolic labour is an immoral but
very lucrative enterprise. At the

latest price estimates, every
recruit brings the entrepreneur a
profit of at least 15 piastres.

According to official statistics,
40,000 coolies are shipped to the
Pucific islands every year. No
wonder that Mr. Bazin is carrying
on his negotiations with the Gov-

ernment...” (the following pas-
sage was deleted by French
censorship).

The whole of the Northern

countryside, reduced to poverty
by colonialist and feudal exploi-

tation and continuous natural
calamities, was teeming with
recruitment agents. In  Thai

Binh, some peasants were induced
to sign up as workers in the
towns. When they learned that
they were, in fact, recruited as
coolies, they demanded to return
home and were beaten to death
by the agents. Brought to trial,
the agents got away with a mere
suspended sentence for *funin-
tentional homicide. "’

Poll tax was levied on male
adults at a rate of 2.5 piastres
cach. The village chiefs of An
Lap and Xa Cat, two villages in
Thai Binh province, sold recruiters
official demands {or peasant
forced labour at 10 piastres a head.
The French, mandarins, village
notables and overseers vied with
each other to rob the poor and
to trade in yellow-skinned people.

The situation was critical. The
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth
League issued leaflets asa call
to the peasants:

‘ Compatriots | Compatriots !

We've borne enough

misery !
We've suffered enough

poverty !

The French colonialists occupied
our country and reduced us to buf-
faloes and horses. They exploit
and oppress us ruthlessly : forced
labour, heavy taxes, murder,
imprisonment. Now they are try-
ing to trick us so that they can
send us to work as coolies in their
rubber plantations in the Pacific
islands. They want to use our
flesh and blood to fertilize their
rubber trees. Don’t be taken in by
their devilish schemes. Compa-
triots ! Stand together and {fight
for your right to return to your
village !

Front page of Do (Red),
underground newspaper. This issue
dated Ociober 30, 1929 expresses
the desive of the revolutionary move-

an

ment for the immediate founda-
tion of a Communist Party.

Down with  the colonialist
recruitment of labour!”

The leaflets were distributed
along Route No. 1 and Route No.s5,
and at the landing places for ferry
boats sailing to Nam Dinh and
Haiphong.

Doan Van Trien, 2 member of
the Vietnamese Nationalist Party
(VNQDD) (4), one of those involv-
ed in the assassination of Bazin —
later, when he was deported to
Poulo Condor island he became

converted to Communism —
recalled that his friends in the
VNQDD looked on the Com-

munists’ release of leaflets as an
infantile game, a manifestation of
cowardice and a lack of fighting
spirit. It was partly in order to
show their own revolutionary
methods that the VNQDD decided
to take action.

(4) A Party consisting mainly
of petty-bourgeois, patriotic and
veformist elements. Its revolution-
ary dynamism practically ended
after the Yen-Bai wuprising (Fe-
bruary 1930). Many of its members
later joined the Communist Party.
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The last days of the Year of
the Dragon (1929) was drifting
away to be replaced by the Year
of the Snake. The Hanoians had
just finished making their offerings
at the altars of their ancestors.
The city was echoing with the
banging of firecrackers. All this
noise covered the sound of three
gunshots. “* It was Saturday, Fe-
bruary 9. At 19.30 hours, as he
was leaving 110 Hue Street, after
visiting a girl {riend, Miss Ger-
maine Garcel, employee of the
Grands Magasins Réunis (French-
owned general department storel,
Mr. Bazin, director of the recruit-
ment of coolies, was hit by three
shots just as he was on the point
of entering his car. Just before he
was shot, iwo young men had
been seen handing him a note
written in French: ¢ Vampire.
You are scattering Viefnamese
over all corners of the globe.”
(Report from a newspaper of that
time).

After the assassination of Bazin,
the French tried to mislead public
opinion by attributing the cause
of the incident to competition
among recruiters of coolie laboar.
They used this as a pretext to
arrest some of the sons of Bach
Thai Buoi (5). Then, they rounded
up the members of the VNQDD :
40 soldiers, 39 businessmen, 37
landowners, plantation owners and
medical practitioners, 36 teachers,
10 shop assistants, 6 students and
2 teachers of Chinese characters.

Then came the treachery of
Sergeant Duong, a member of the
VNQDD  Central  Committee,
whose father was a TI'renchman.
Duong disclosed all that he knew
to the French. A sum of five
thousand piastres was offered for
the capture of Nguyen Thai Hoc,
the Party Chief. Between the end
of March and the beginning of
April, the French Security Bureau
made another round-up at the
“ Viet Nam Hotel”, the fund-
raising enterprise of the VNQDD.

%
* %

While the VNQDD csougnht
funds in hotel-keeping, the Youth
League kept a garage and car-hire
firm in Hanoi at No. 20, General
Bichot Road (today Eastern Gate
Street) as a source of financial
support and a liaison centre. It
was looked after by Do Ngoc Dun
alias Phiem Chu, who may well
be considered our Party’s first
economics cadre. Still in his twen-
ties, Phiem Chu had great gift
for organisation. At his request, a
number of first-class mechanics
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were sent in by the League to
serve as his assistants. Among
them was Tran Trong Hoan, a
skilled turner at the Nam Dinh
Textile Mill. Not only was he
highly reputed for his craftsman-
ship at every factory where he
had worked, he was also known
as a staunch fighter and a highly-
valued cadre. When the French
made a raid on the shop, he was
arrested. Though savagely tortur-
ed, he said nothing about the
Party, insisting that he was only
a hired employee, thus enabling
Phiem Chu to make his escape
and obliging the Criminal Court
of Kien An province to acquit
him on the grounds of insufficient
proof. Following his release, Hoan
became the Party Secretary for
Haiphong, just at a time when
the revolutionary movement was
facing its gravest difficulties. As
for Phiem Chu, he really knew
about business. With very limited
funds he bought broken-down
old cars, had them repaired and
put them into use again. His cars
went regularly to and fro on the
roads between Hanoi and the
northern frontiers. Thus, he ful-
filled the twofold task of establish-
ing a communication network and
raising funds for the League.

No one now remembers low
many cars there were at our
““base” at No. 20, General Bichot
Road. But we may have an idea
about the number {from the fact
that Phiem Chu could manage to
carry all the provincial delegates
in his own cars to an important
All-Tonkin Conference held at
Borel plantation in Ba Vi (now in
Ha Tay province) in April 1929.

Tk

Events began to move quickly.

At this juncture, though, the
National Committee of the Youth
League had not agreed on the
founding of a Communist Party.
This was told us by Tran Van
Cung (6) in a report to the Bac
Ky Youth League Committee on
his return from Hong Kong in
January 1929 where he was sup-
posed to be attending u prepara.
tory meeting for a National
Congress of the League (the
preparatory meeting did not, in
fact, take place as planned). This
news, however, could not prevent
the progressive elements of the
League who were in control of
the Bac Ky Committee from
forming the first communist cell
at a meeting at No. 5D Ham
Long Street in Hanoi. But they
continued to use the Bac Ky Com-
mittee as the vehicle through

which to direct the revolutionary
movement.

The All-Tonkin Conference of
the Youth League at Borel plan-
tation marked a unanimity of
views of the most numerous divi-
sion for K¥) of the three divisions
of Viet Nam. On the question of
founding the Party, there was
keen discussion which lasted
throughout the final night of the
Conference. Everyone was cager
to see the Party founded. Finally,
the Conference endorsed the 8-
man Ham Long cell's proposal on
how to proceed with the matter.
Under this proposal, the question
would be raised at the National
Congress when all the three
divisions and the Central Com-
mittee would be represented. In
the meantime, the Bac Ky Com-
mittee decided to push gzhead
with the **proletarianization”’
campaign (7), develop the workers'
and peasants’ associations, inten-
sify communist education and
step up the struggle of the mas-
ses. At the same time prepara-
tions would be made for the
founding of the Party; the Ham
Long “*nucleus” was entrusted
with drafting the Party mani-
iesto, political programme, regu-
lations and draft organizational
structure.

“%The Conference decided to
dispatch  a g4-man  delegation
including Tran Van Cung and
Ngo Gia Tu (8) to the Youth
League National Congress, due to
be held in May 1929, in Hong
Kong.

(5) One of the first Vielnamese
bourgeois engaged in shipping and
mine exploitation who was made
bankrupt by the colonial adminis-
tration.

(6) Alias Quoc Anh, one of the
eight founders of the first commu-
nist cell in Viet Nam (end of
March 1929).

(7) Members of the Vie: Nam
Revolufionary Youth League had,
since 1928, lo work in factories,
mines, plantaiions, efc., in ovder
to train themselves and to engage
in agitation and organizational
work among the workers.

(8) Ngo Gia Tu, alias Ngo Si
Quyet, an outstanding leader of the
Indochinese Communist  Party,
one of the founders of the first
communist cell, Secvelary of the
Nam Ky Party Commitiee. Iie
was arvested by the colonial admin-
istration at the end of 1930 and
was killed at sea-in an atfempied
escape from Powlo Condor in
January 1935.




Ngo Gia Tu, one of the

founding mebers of {he

Comununist  Party  of
Indochina

An issue of Bua Liem
(Hammer and Sickle),
centrval ovgan of the Party

No. 5D Ham Long Street,
office of the first coni-
muntst cell in Hanoi

As the Central Commission for
the Study of Party history has
remarked, the objective necessity
of founding a genuine political
party of the working class < was
not recognized at that time by
all the national leadership of the
League.” The national leadership
was too far distant and was out
of touch with the situation within
the country. Some delegites from
Trung Ky and Nam Ky supported
the moves to establish the Party
but the majority of delegates from
these two divisions had not fully
grasped the urgency of the ques-
tion. The political ideology and
degraded conduct of Lam Duc
Thu (0] also helped to delav the
historical process.

IFacing the Bac Ky delegates’
resolute demand for the founding
of the Purty, Lam Duc Thu made
maximum use of his authority :
**As Chairman of the Congress, 1
declare a suspension on all discus-
sion on the question of founding
a Communist party. Whoever
wishies to form such an organiza-
tion may leave and discuss it
somewhere else.”

Ifully conscious of the historieal
significance of the founding of the
Communist Party, Ngo Gia Tu,
after a brief exchange of ideas
with Tran Van Cung, rose to his
feet and said: < On behalf of
more than goo Bac Ky members
out of over 1,500 members of the
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whole country, we have put for-
ward our proposal but we have
failed to win the Congress ap-
proval of it. If we remain here,
we don't know what account we
shall give to those who have
mandated us to form a Communist
tarty. As we cannot fulfil our
mandate, we declare our dissocia-
tion from the Congress.”

Lam Duc Thu was taken by
surprise. He {rowned. Comrade
Tu looked into his eves and then
turned to address his fellow-dele-
gates: ** We used to study com-
munism together in the past. We
will meet again in our work so
long as we still share a common
cause.”

So they walked out. This was
a courageous action on their part,
all the more soas another of the
Bac Ky delegates, Duong Hac
Dinh (10), frightened by Lam
Duc Thu’s authority, deceived by
his trickery and fearing that once
away from Thu he would have no
money for the journey home, final-
ly decided to remain with Thu. (In
later years, Dinh was o sink
even deeper in the mires of be-
trayal). Comrades Tu, Cung and
Nguven Tuan alias Kim Ton,
another member of the Bac Ky
delegation, with barely twenty
piastres in their pockets, were
now to be seen wandering around
Hong Kong, Thu's ¢ domain’’,

Cung had once

where comrade
been with him for some time; he
had disliked This luxurions style

of life in his comfortable house
on the hill but had never suspect-
ed that Thu might turn out to
be a traitor. Bat even then both
Cung and Tu had kept their
distance from Thu. Now, although
they had little money, they had
to spend that night in a hotel
room. Having locked themselves
in, they took care to hang a cop-
per basin onto the knob of the
door hoping this would give them
some warning in case Thu might

send  his  agents to assassinate
them.
In the end Tu was able to

borrow some money to cover the
journey home from a Vietnamesc
who was teaching in Pei-hai.
The teacher agreed to lend them
money on condition that he was
to be refunded immediately after

(g) Membey of the Central Comi-
mittee of the Viet Nam Revolu-
tionary Youth ILeague. An oppor-
tunisi, he did a lot of harim to
the Central Commitiee's activitics
and later betrayed the League.

(1o) Member of the Bac Ky
Comnittee  of the Revolutionary
Youth League. Ajtev being expelled
from the League, he was arrvested
by the French colonialists and later
worked for them.
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Tu arrived home. On
val in Haiphong, Ta
Vinh, a nurse and a sympathizer
of the Youth League, dior help.
She unhesitatingly disposed of her
wedding brucelets for the sum
Tu wanted.
Back in Hanoi,
made w teport on
and issued =@
dissociation

their arri-
asked Mrs.

Tu and  Cung
their mission
statement on their
from Youth
Congress. The pioncer communist
cell (now less Duong Hac Dinh,
expelled, but with two new mem-
bers, \“uw‘n Plong Sac (11) and
Tran Tu Chinh alias Bang Thong)
procecded with the preparations
for the founding of the DParty.
The drafting oi' docnments under
the care of Trinh Dinh Cuu (12)
and Nguyen Dac Canh (r3) had
been to some extent completed.

In December 1972, the U.S.
imperialists bombed Kham Thien
Street (Hanoi), thousands of our
fellow-coantrymen  were  killed
or wouanded, anl thousands of
houses  were  destroyed on the
odd-numbered side of the street.
The only house with an even
number which was destroyed was
the No. 31z. It was here that
twenty  delegates of the newly
founded communist organizations
in Bac Ky decided to found the
Communist Party of Indochina
(14) on June 17, 1929. The Confer-
ence was held for several days
during which the delegates adopt-
ed the Manifesto which set forth
the fundamentnls of Communism,
analysed the sitnation in the
country and criticized the other
groups’ viewpoints while refuting
the allegntions of enemy propa-
ganda. Here the strategy and
tactics of the Vietnamese revolu-
tion were drafted. Lacking the
time to go more deeply into every
problem, the conference only
adopted rome slogans which sum-
marized the Party’s political pro-
gramme. The Conference also
worked out the Party reguiations
based on the model regulations
of the Third Communist I[nterna-
tional. After the founding of the
Party, the leaders swere sent to
various parts of the country lo
set up new party branches. They
decided to meet again on the fol-
lowing Tet to develop the party's
line and make it more concrete.

ihe

¢ The birth of the Communist
Paity of Indochina gave a great
impetus to the Communist move-
ment in Indochina.” (Forty-five
years' aclivities of the Viet Nam
Workers' Party, edited by the
Central Commission f{or the Study
of Party History).

While the Communist Party of
Indochina was being founded,
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trial, Mr

public opinion in the conntry was
anxiously {following the course of
some frials which were being held.
The French rulers {forced the
newspapers to make daily reports
on the cases. In addition to this
long-term poli v to terrovize the
people, the Governor General
Pasquieg was infensifying his re-
pressive measures. In early July,
1929 when the Nguyen An Ninh
{r5) case was broaght to court in
Nam Ky, the VNQDD was stand-
ing trinl in Bae Ky. At the
Ninh appeared wearing
a white jacket and holding o tablo
cloth in }.1« hand ; he was bare-
footed. During the trial, & young
man named Pham Van Kiem
whipped out a pistol and f{ired ot
the {ace of the French judge.

At the trial of the VNOQDD in
Hanoi, from July 3rd to 7th, 1929,
the presiding judge was DBride. In
this trial we were to see clearly
all the devious tricks of this jurge.
He had studied caretully all the
files and documents relating to
the case. When he needed any
material, he sent a man over at
once to the Archives Department
of the Governor General’s Office
to fetch it. Anh with the original
text in hand, he questioned the
defendants and argued with them
in order to prove the inteliectual
superiority of France. He cleverly
confronted the VNOQDD 1928
regulations with those of 1929, 111
an attempt to divide the ranks of
those standing trial, and show up
the inconsistent and vagae charac-
ter of their party's line (16).

The hardest blow dealt at the
VNQDD was the disclosure of the
case of the ¢ Viet Nam Hotel"”.
Bride made public a letter wriiten
by Nguyen Van Lung, alias Giao
Lung (Teacher Lung), who had
been manager of the hotel in suc-
cession to Nguyen Van Kinh (Kinh
had bern suspected of betraying
the party and murdered by Ky
Con (Little Ky) at the Botanical
Garden). In his letter, sent to the
VNODD Hanoi Committee, Lung
complained that the parly was in
danger of going bankrupt due to
the fact that many members
brought their {riends and relaiives
to the hotel to dine and refused
to pay. Some of them had brought
prostitutes to the hotel and occu-
pied rooms to smoke opium. Cor-
ruption and waste was rampant
and the whole party organization
was in  disorder. Secret agents
had managed to worm their way
into  its inner councils. The
party’s budget suffered a deficit of
2,000 piasters. The prosccutor
remarked in conclusion: *“ In this
new type highwaymen's tavern,

extravagance, drinking, prostitu-
tion and revolution went hand in
hand.’

The good elements in
VNODD who were still at large
decided to  restore the party's
reputation. Nguyen Thai Hoc was
given a twenty-year prison sen-
tence in absentin.

As Ngayen Thai Hoo was out-
inwed, che party elected To Chan,
comrade To Hieuw's (17) elder
brother, as the head of the party.
He  determined to achieve the
supreme objeclive of the VNQDD
at  that time — the assassinution
of Governor Genernl Pusquier.
As the attempt failed he was sen-
tenced to lile imprisonment. But
this prison sentence later brought
To Chan to the side of Ngo Gia
Tu, and this is the image of To
Chan we shall always remember —
that of the stounch Communist
who stood firm by the side of Ngo
Gia Tu.

the

(to be continued)
THEP MOI

(11t) Member of the Central
Commitlee of the Conmunist Party
of Imdoching (The Bac Ky com-
munist oreganization) and later
nember of the Indochinese Commnit-
nist Party. He led the Soviet
movement in Nghe Tink in 1930-
19371. Fle was arrvested and killed
in May 1931 by the colonial ad-
ministration.

(12) One of the founders of the
first communist cell.

{13) One of the founders of the
first communist cell, membey of the
Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of Indochina, he was
in charge of the Tong Cong Hoi
Do rthe Federation of Red Trade
Uniens).

(r4) Cominunist organization
founded on  fune 17, 10929 lavgely
by mmembers of the first communist
cell in Hanoi. [ts forerunner was
the Viel Nam Revolutionary Youth
League. [t operated mainly in
Bac Ky and in the northern prov-
inces of Trung Ky.

(15) A patriot who enjoyed a
greal prestige among the pregres-
sive tntelligentsia of the time.

(16) In its 1028 consliiulion,
the VI ODD advocated the ¢ social
democratic” wvevolution. In 1929
it adopted the slogans of the

French vevolution : liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity.
(r7) Member of the Bac Ky

Committee of the Communist
Party of Indochina. Awvested by
the colonial administration he was
deported fo Pojulo Condor and
then to Son La prison and died
in Mavch 1944-
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Vu thi Thank Nham, 28,

People’s

and

is deputv-chicf of the

people’s militia of Nghia Thang commune, Nam Ha

province.

In the resistance war against LS aggression, she
distinguished herself in many exploits chiefly in the
destruction of magnetic bombs by risdimeniary means.

She was made hevoine of the people’s armed forces

on September 3, 1973.

HE went to see Chinh off. She
would have liked to go in
place of her younger brother

or at least {o join up on the same

day as he. She, whose stormy
temper was well known around
that region at the mouth of the
River Ninh, now appeared to be
feeling anxious.

Soon Johnson unleashed his
aero-naval war against North
Viet Nam. Living on the seacoast,
she and her fellow villagers
quickly realized the cruel and
odious character of the enemy.
Each time she saw squadrons of
planes flying over her village to
bombard Hanoi or Nam Dinh,
she felt a lump in her throat.
She made up her mind to join the
people’s militia.

8

Militiawoman

Everything was new for her
in the people’s militia. Certainly,
it was more difficult than learn-
ing how to till the land and the
men would make fun of her
whenever she was awkward at
carrying out one of the regulation
movements. However the com pany
leader and other militia-women
the old hands — did everything
they could to help her. Little by
little she revealed herself as
someone of intelligence and effi-
ciency. At the end of the course,
she passed the exam with flying
colours and was appointed a
platoon leader.

The young men were leaving
for the front in greater and greater
number. The rural administration
decided to set up a section of
militiawomen and chose her to
command it. First of all she had
to find some new recruits. It was
not @an easy job. However she was
confident of success — the young
village women were brave and
hard-working ; they were putting
up a good show in their houses in
the absence of their husbands.
And then **if men can handle a
gan, why not women?” She
knocked at every door.

“8orry, T've a baby and my
husband is away. I'm busy all
the time', replied Khai, a
Catholic.

““We'll help you do the house-
work”, Nham insisted. ‘¢ You

only have to attend drills and
meetings regularly, vou'll be
exempted from patrol duty and
night watch. At the front, vour
husband will be only too pleased
to learn that yvou are also taking
part in the common fight."”

However the others were not
so easily persuaded. Nham realized
that she must practise what she
preached by finding a balance
between her activities in the
militia, production and house-
work. Her family was short-
handed. Her father, a fisher-
man. sometimes kept at sea for
months on end. She had to do
everything alone — working at
the cooperative, caring for her old
mother and looking after the
house. Every evening was, taken
up by militia activities so she
could only work in the day
time. She willingly accepted the
most difficult jobs, working in
the hardest winter days or late
into the night, s0 as to be able
to get a number of work-points
equal to those of an average
worker. When she was on night
duty she would work at sunsect or
before the sun rose to grow azolla
for the cooperative or look after
her pigs and pouliry. At noon,
she did miscellancous works at
home and attended to her kitchen
garden. Whenever she had a few
moments free she would lend a
hand to large families or those
whose father was at the front.
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These efforts gave more weight
to her words. The young country
women held her in esteem and
followed her example.

The section of militiawomen
saw its numbers growing. By day
she would be on the look out for
enemy planes ; at night she would
haul her artillery piece to the

Destruction of

One day, at dawn, while the
farmers had just gone to the
fields and the fishermen were at
sea, five A7s flew over dropping
time bombs and mines on the
river mouth. From her CP beyond
the dyke, Nham mentally counted
the number of bombs relcased
and marked their point of impact.
She handed over her duty to
her companion and hurriedly
gathered wooden  boards on
which she wrote the words:
‘‘ Prohibited zone.”' Then she took
2 raft and stuck up the boards.
Unfortunately, as she was on her
way back several bombs exploded
at once, hurling her onto the
shore.

Her ears sang. Around her was
the broad expanse of water with
nobody in sight. When she came
to, the sun was at its zenith. But
thanks to the boards, before the
sun went down the {fishing boats
returned safe and sound.

The extraordinary meeting of
the Commune’s Party Committee
which ended late in the night took
the decision to set up a team for
the de-activization of time bombs,
and appointed Nham team leader.
That token of confidence enrap-
tured her, but she wondered whe-
ther her mother would give her
consent. Would anyone agree to
join her team ¢

Aware of her recent accident,
some neighbours advised her
against accepting the assignment,

However she thought. to herself ;
¢« Spmeone will teach me to de-
stroy the bombs, I'm the section
leader — if 1 refuse who will
shoulder the burden for me:?"”

In the beginning, her mother
objected. For nights on end, in
response to the old mother’s op-
position, she would whisper per-
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water's edge ready to bombard
any warships or commando boats
which should venture into this
region.

On March 18, 1966, together
with the militia of a nearby com-
mune, her section downed an
American plane. 1t had been one
year on the job.

Time Bombs

suasions into her ears: ** You have
let Chinh go to the front, mama,
so let me join the fight too. Now
that the Yankeces drop bombs on
the seacoast, we must find means
to destroy them. It's a matter of
life and death. All over the
country everyone's joining in the
fight. That's the only way todrive
them away so that Chinh will be
able to return home. The soldiers
will show me how to destroy the
bombs. Don’t worry.”

The mother gradually calmed
down. The {first girl Nham
recruited for her team was Cay.
On seeing Nham come in, Cay's
mother said to her face: * I'll
never let my daughter go. She'll
be killed by the bombs and then
who will compensate me ? "

Nham could see it was going to
be a tough job persuading them.
She asked Cay straight out : < The
rural administration has taken
this decision. Our youth organi-
zation has chosen you as one of
the team. What do wyou think
of it »?™

“*You see, my mother won't
allow me to go. Anyhow 1'd never
be able to tackle it, T'm afraid !’

Nham was not discouraged. She
knew very well what a good
militiawoman Cay was, and how
she had devoted herself to this
work ever since the beginning. So
she made a new attempt. “ Don't
worry, Cay ! We're all going to
tackle it. Before, who would have
believed that we could have shot
down enemy planes! And there,
we grounded one, didn't we 2"

The following days Nham return-
ed to the charge. Finally Cay’s
mother listened to reason and let
her daughter join the teem.

In fact all the girls contacted
were unwilling at first. What

would become of them if they
lost an arm, a leg or an eye ? For
men it was no problem but for
voung girls it's not so casy.

After weighing the pros and
cons, ull of them agreed to join
the team to defend their village
and help the resistance.

A team of {ive girls was set up
{or the destruction of bombs.

The enemy was attacking day
and night. Hundreds of submarine
mines, time bombs and magnetic
bombs of wvarious types were
being dropped. With a naval
unit, the team took part in the
de-activization of bombs and
detection of mines to ¢ learn
on the job'. For the first five
nights nothing happened. But
over the next five they succeeded
in blowing up ten bombs at the
mouth of the river.

With the experience gained,
Nham suggested that a raft with
the necessary devices be made for
this work. The proposal was ac-
cepted.

One morning, the team mide a

cortie under Nham’s command.
She steered the boat. La took
charge of reconnaissance. Dan

controlled the raft. Cay and Vung
were in charge of first aid if
necessary. They spent hours and

hours at the river mouth. No
explosions. Nham stopped the
boat and asked Ther friends:

«We're hungry and col... Shall
we continue or return home?”
Everyone decided to go on with
the work, even in the night. The
later it got, the more windy it
grew, the tide grew higher and
the air colder. Nham strained her
eyes and turned the raft towards
the deep water. At every mo-
ment, the frail raft ran the risk
of going down. It was far {rom
the shore. Suddenly the water
seemed to shake. Nham had no
time to stop the boat before the
bombs exploded from all sides
making high waterspouts. The boat
leapt and threw the crew over-
boerd. The raft was blown to
smithereens.

Keeping her presence of mind,
Nham raised her head above the
water and called her comrades.
They all answered. Reassured,

(Continued on page 30)




Economic Problems of the DRV N

Main Economic Tasks For 1975

the third year of peace,
I 975 will be a year of great

economic tasks aiming
notably, at

—completing, in the main,
cconomic restoration while devel-
oping the forces of production
and gradually reorganizing the
cconomic  structure in order to
carry out the transition {from
small-scale production to large-
scale socialist production ;

— progressively

improving the
life of the people ;

— gradually reducing the econo-
my’s structural disproportions ;

— satisfying the needs of na-
tional defence while providing an
effective, substantial aid to the
revolutionary struggle in South
Viet Nam and the construction
of the liberated zone there; and

—actively preparing for the
second five-year plan (1976-1980).
To this end, in comparison
with 1974, there must be an
increase of 19.6% in GNP and
of 19.5% in national income.
The total wvalue of industrial

production, handicrafts included,
must increase by 229 and that of
agricultural production by 8.6%,.
Investments in capital construc-
tion will be up by 41.5% and
the volume of goods to be trans-
ported within the country by 229%,.

These overall economic targets
may be given concrete form
according to the different sectors:

Industry

In this sector, the problem is
to put back into operation those
enterprises that were damaged by
the bombing and have not been
restored  yet, to step up heavy
industries sach  as coal-min:ing,
power, chemicals, building ma-
terials, ete., with u view to mect-
ing the need not only of these
industries but also of other sec-
tors, chiefly agriculture, in equip-
ment, parts, materials — primary
and otherwise — and at the same
time developing the production
of food products and other daily
consumer goods.

Priority will be given t{o the
production of means of produc-
tion (Group A), whose value will
be up by 26% as against the
19Y%, increase in the value of

10

the production of consumer goods
(Group B).

Those industries which are run
by the central administration
will develop at a greater rade
than locally-run industries and
handicrafts, at 289, 17% and
15.39%, respectively.

Mechanical — engineering will
remain the key branci.

The commissioning of 15 new
factories, together with the reor-
ganization and expansion of old
enterprises, will  help increase
production, particularly that of
furm equipment — 2309%, {or trac-
tors, 46%, for mechanical pumps,
45% for farm machinery, and
2009, for diesel motors. Great
attention will also be paid to the
production of farming implements:
the number of rudimentary tools
will be 1o times, and that of im-
proved carts four times, greater...

This will necessitate a doubling
of investment in mechanical en-
gineerring. Total industrial invest-
ment will increase to 139 from
the rate of 159, in 1974.

In metallurgy, great importance
will be attached {o the restora-

tion of the That Nguyen Steel
and lron Complex and the com-

pletion of the Gia Sang Rolling
Mill, which will begin production
this year, and also the expansion
of the various tin and chromite
mines. Cast iron output will be
up by 50%.

The power industry will push
up production by 19%, to increase
by 329% the energy fed to industry
and by 20%, that to agriculture.
The reorganization of the existing
stations and transmission lines,
the operation of the new station
in Ninh Binh and the last boilers
at the Uong Bi station, will make
the capacity of tie industry 329,
greater.

Coal mines will
million additional fons. The res-
toration of open-cast mines and
the modernization of shalt mines
are continuing and are expected
to increase the industrys’ cupacity
by 17.5%.

In the chemical industry priority
will be given to the produaction of
fertilizers and insecticides. The
production ot phosphoric fertilizers
in particular will go up by 24%
thanks to the modernization of

produce 1.5

the plent at Van Dien. Stress
will also be laid on the comple-
tion of the nitrate fertilizers plant
at Ha Buae and the expansion of
the apatite mines in lLao Cai to
mect the growing demand for
fertilizers.

As demand for huilding materials
will be greater, cement output
will go up 40%, through un in-
crease of 179, in the capacity of
existing cement plants, principally
the Haiphong Cement Works.
Production of bricks wnd timber
will be 229%, higher. The opera-
tion of new brickyards, thanks to
which productivity will increase
by 36%, und the production of
prefabricated concrete blocks to be
carried out in the course of the
year, together with the comple-
tion of new cement plants, will
enable this branch to step up
production in the years to come.

In the light industries, includ-
ing the jood industry, great
attention will be given to the

processing of farm products (soya,
sweet potuto, cassava, maize and
various species of beans) and to
the production of staple commo-
dities — 43%, more for salt-water
fish, 229, more for kitchen salt,
25% more for paper, ecte. Cotton
goods will increase by 19.5%,
and the putting into operation of
the first sections of the new textile
mill in Vinh Phu will raise the
capacity of this branch 679,.
Handicraft output will be 15.3%
higher, chiefly in consumer goods
and in exports.

Agriculture

The task remains the intensifi-
cation of the production of food-
stulfs, chiefly rice, whose output
will increase by 5 — 0Y/,.

he production (reckoned in
terms of rice} of dry crops — par-
ticularly sweet potato, potato,
maize, and cassava — will see an
increase ot 40%,, which will entail
the expansion of the acreage sown
to winter crops. As this acreage is
to reuch 500,000 hectares within
@ lew years, appropriate measures
must be taken in 1975 to pave
the way for its development. This
will ulso help expund animal
husbandry, which is becoming
an  independent line and s
expected to increase by 169,
particularly pig-rearing  which,
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