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OUR MONTHLY
COMMENT

OGETHER with other countries, the Socialist

(6 Republic of Vietnam has asked the 35th Session

of the UN General Assembly to include in its

agenda the problem of peace, stability and co-
operation in Southeast Asia.

As is known to everybody, Southeast Asta includes
three Indochinese countries — Vietnam, Laos and Kampu-
chea — and five Asean countries — Thailend, Melaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines — and Burma.
This is an area rich in rubber, tin, oil, rice, palm-oil,
coconut, spices.. The population is dense, industrious and
dexterous. Lying on the trade routes from the Pacific
Ocean to the Indian Ocean, Southeast Asia has an im-
portant strategic geographic position.

This explains why the area is constantly coveted or
occupied by big powers outside the area with imperialist
or expansionist ambitions. After many centuries of cclental
rule, during and immediately after the Second World
War, the peoples of Southeast Asia rose up and zrested back
their political independence, as a first step towards econo-
mic independence. However, the forces of repression oul-
side the area did not simply sit back and watch. Through-
out the past 4o years. Svutheast Asia has been engulfed
in a series of wars. Britain, France and the Netherlands
tried lo re-impose their domination on their former colo-
nies. Then the USA took the place of the French difeat-
ed al Dien Bien Phu, thus kindling a second Indockina
war,

Civil wars and riots repeatedly broke out in Burma.
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thatland, mainly cwing to the
emergence of a new big power oulside Scutheast Ayia -
China under Mao Zedong, the heir to the hegemonistic
and expansionist ambitions of the various Chinese dynas-
ties. Having seized power in China and subjugated muny
non-Hun peoples, Mao wanted to conquer Southeast Asia,
including the East Sea. Since 1950, Chinese maps have
shown the southern border of China 12 miles off the coasts
of Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines,
regardless of their exclusive economic zones and con-
tinental shelves. In 1963, talking with the leaders of (he
Vietnam Workers' Party (now the Communist Party o}

Vietnam) in Wuhan Muo blatantly stated : 1 will be
the Chatrman of 500 million poor peasants marching into
Southeast Asia.”

(Continued on page 30)




THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF

At a large meeting held on 1 September 1986 1n Hanoi to celebrate the

y5th anniversary of the August Revolulion (rg
Day (2 September 1945) Prime Minister Pham |

ant speech.

August 1945) and National
“an Dong delivered an import-

In Part I of the speech entitled *“ The August Revolution and the Nex

Erain the History of Victnam."
of the Aucust Revolution and th

the French colonialists and the US imperialists.

In Part 11, the Prime Minister deals” wi
Republic of Vietnam and the

Part [T of the Prime Minister's speech — Fd

FTER the Spring 1975 viclory,
A within only a sho>rt period
of time, we have recorded
great successes. We have achieved
national reunification and proclaim-
ed the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam, convened the Fourth National
Congress of the Communist Party
of Vietnam which laid down the
line for the socialist revolu-
tion in the whole country. We
have fought and defeated the Bei-
jing expansionists at tue South-
western border and in the North-
ern part of our country. We
have further strengthened the mi-
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litant solidarity between the three
Indochinese peoples and built it
into a force to defend peace and
stability in Southeast Asia against

all expansionist and aggressive
schemes of the Chinese rulers
and US imperialists. We have

deploved our diplomatic activities
aimed at strengthening our relations
with the Soviet Union and the
other socialist countries, and with

all countries far and near for
peace  and  friendshij amony
nations.

At present, our people are con-
fronted with difficult, complex
situation and tasks. But never
before in our age-old history has
our country and nation been so
strong in all fields as it is now.

The Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam, the fruit of a persevering
and indomitable struggle during
thousands of years, is a medium-
sized country. But what matters
for a country is not its size, but
the creativeness, courage and intel-
ligence of its people: and in  this
respect, we can take pride in the
unlimited abilities of our nation
and our people. This is z proven
trutl, now as in the past and all
the more so in the future.

Another very important question
is our country’'s natural resources
which are undoubtedly abundant
and diversified but of which we
know precious little up to now.
Moreover, our country lies in an
advantageous geo-political position
at the crossroads from East 1o West,
irom North to South. In our rela-
tions with the world, our country
and the neighbouring Laos and
Kampuchea are uniting more and
more closely and struggling for

the Prime Minister analyses the significance
¢ wictories of the two wars of resistance aguainsl

th the founding of the Socialist
present situation and tasks. We reproduce belou

the common objectives: shoulder
to shoulder 10 safeguard national
independence and help each other
build a new and socialist life. Our
country is maintaining all-round
cooperative relations with the Soviet

Union and the other ([raternal
socialist countries and broadening
relations with many other

countries. We are resolved to do
all we can to bring into full plax
the benefits of this cooperation. In
short, our beloved Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam has great possibili-
ties and prospects to fulfil ous
imposing tasks : to build socialism
successfully and defend firmly
our socialist Fatherland. At this
historic juncture, let every Viet-
namese realize fully and pro-
foundly the strength and advan-
tages of our country, and advancc
with enthusiasm.

in the present situation of our
country, we should, of course,
also be fully aware of the diffi-

culties. What are those difficultics
and where do they come from?
First of all, there are difficulties
caused by enemies, in the
past and at present; therec are
difficulties left behind by thirty
years of war and half a century
of colonialist rule (mainly in the
South). We should not forget that
our cnemy once wanted, with a
devastating war, to Dbring our
country back to the Stone Age!
And nowadays, the Chinese ex-
pansionists —our ncw  enemies,
acting hand in glove with US im-
perialism and other reactionary
forces of all kinds —are entertain-
ing schemes to conquer our coun-
try. They are daily sabotaging our
economy and causing us countless
difficulties which cannot be fully
evaluated.
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Added 1o these difficulties is
our backward economy which was
teld back by the colonial and
feudal regime, and could develop
only on a limited scale during the
two wars of resistance, and more-
over was heavily mauled in the
wars launched by our enemies.

Mention should also be made of
the serious consequences of the
natural disasters which repeatedly
occurred in all parts of our country
over the past years, the most recent
Heing the typhoon in the North.

In recalling the above difficulties
and their origins, I also want to
stress here, comrades and com-
patriots, the weaknesses and short-
comings of the organs responsible
for the management of our national
economy. That is actually to say
:hat  we practise self-criticism
before you, comrades and com-
patriots, for our responsibility. At
the same time, we urge everyone
of us to make self-criticism and
criticism for the lack of responsi-
bility and discipiine, for inefficient
work, low productivity, corruption,
legal dealings and " transactions,
:tulﬁorilarianism, etc.

We must realize fully the diffi-
culties in order toovercome them ;
and to overcome these difficulties,
we must realize fully all our
advantages, namely, our great
revolutionary cause, that of build-
ing and defending the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, the revolu-
tionary enthusiasm and the deter-
mination to fight and win of our
people. Of course. the revolutionar
enthusiasm, revolutionary will and
the victorious revolutionary strug-
gle of our people are results of
feadership, the political, military,
economic and diplomatic policies
of our Party, which has brought
into full play the revolutionary
heroism of the masses and brought
into blcom the flowers of the
socialist regime, a regime in which
the labouring people are masters
of all the alfairs of the country
and  society. This is the most
tundamental factor which deter-
mined the success of the August
Revolution and of national cons-
‘ruction and defence over the past
35 years. It will also determine
the  victory of our revolutionary
cause at present and in the future.

In this spirit, we are striving to
ouild the Socialist Republic of
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Vietnam in all fields: political,
economic and national defence,
with a modern agro-industrial
economy. an advanced science and
technology, and a civilized and
happy life for the people. In order
to fulfil the above-mentioned tasks,
we must know how to apply
creatively the general line for
socialist construction laid down by
the 4th Party Congress.

“To bhold firmly to proletarian
dictatorship, to promote the work-
ing peopie’s right to collective
mastery, simultaneously carry out
three revolutions : the revolution in
the relations of production, the
scientific and technological revolu-
tion,and the ideological and cultural
revolution, with the scientific and
technological revolution as the
kingpin; step up socialist indus-
trialization, which is the central
task of the period of transition to
socialism: build the system of
socialist collective mastery, build
large-scale  socialist production,
develop a new culture, mould new
socialist people, abolish the regime
of exploitation of man by man, do
away with poverty and backward-
ness : unceasingly uphold vigilance,
and  consolidate  national de-
fence, maintain political security
apd social  order; successfully
build the Vietnamese motherland
into a peaccful, independent, unifi-
ed and socialist country; actively
contribute to the struggle of the
people of the world for peace,
national independence, democracy
and socialism.”

Now that the whele of our
country has entered the period of
transition to socialism, it is import-
ant and most imperative that we
simultancously carry out socialist
construction and socialist trans-
formation of the national economy.
This is 4 revolutionary struggle
conducted under the ‘power of
proletarian dictatorship, an uncom-
promising struggle which combines
administrative,  economic and
ideological nieasures to consolidate
and expand the socialist sector,
restricting and narrowing down
the sectors of private capitalist
business in all f[:)rms, especially
in the sphere of commerce. In the
South, we still allow the existence
and operation of certain private
capitalist industrial businesses and
services which are still beneficial

VIETNAM: SITUATION AND TASKS

to the national economy. We mus
firmly carry out this complicated
revolutionary  struggle and be
determined to win final victory for
socialism. We must attach par-
ticular importance to the socialist
transformation of agriculture in
the South and resolve to take
agriculture and the countryside in
the South onto the cooperative
path, the path to socialism,

Transformation and construction
are closely related to the develop-
ment of the socialist economy by
giving priority to the rational
development of heavy industry on
the basis of developing agriculture
and light industry. TEkis is a
problem for the ‘agro-industrial
structure, an essential component
of the national economy at the
central as well as grassroots levels,
right from the beginning of the
process of taking small production
towards large-scale socialist pro-
duction as well as throughout the
process of socialist industrialization
and of building the material and
technical basis of socialism.

Along with socialist construction,
we must make great efforts to
increase our defence potential in
order to firmly safeguard our
socialist Fatherland. Qur entire
nation must be fully aware and
deeply conscious of the ambitions
of greal-nation expansionism and
hegemony nurtured by the Chinese
rulers against our country and
other countries in this region, hence
to enhance our' determination to
reinforce our national defence
capacity in all respccts, in all
directions and all places in order to
resolutely defeat the aggressors no
matter where they may come from
and when they may come. We
must make the most effective use
of the capabilities of our nation
and our country in order to
organize well our national defence.
We should sum up the valuable
experiences from our people’s
struggle for national defence since
remote times with a view to com-
bating more effectively and win-
ning more glorious victories over
the " Chincse aggressors if they
recklessly invade our country.

We desire peace and friendship
with the Chinese people, we want
to normalize relations with the
People’s Republic of China. We

3




want to concentrate -all forces of
the country and people on building
a new, socialist life. But in face of
the hostile policy of the reactiona-
ries in the Beijing ruling circles,
we must sharpen our vigilance and
always remain prepared for any
eventuality.

Successfully building socialism
and firmly defending our socialist
fatheriand are the two tasks of
historical significance 10 be assum-
ed by the Victnamese nation
throughout the current period and
the period to come. We must look
far ahead both in time and space
in order to ponder and calculate
what we have to do to perform
the above-mentioned tasks 1In the
immediate future, we have 1o
sum up the experiences in the
implementation ol the s-year State
plan (1976 —1980) and draw the
most worthy lessons therefrom in
order to actively and firmly work
out the 1681 — 1985 State plan. The
forthcoming five-year plan will be
of great importance in that it will
bring about stability and a new
development of the national econo-
my which will serve as a basis for
a vigorous development later on

In spite of the great difficulties
we are facing, we must also realize
our bright prospects. Everyone
must improve their ideological and
-political standard, their level and
capability, particularly in the field
of economic management, and
enlarge their range of view to the
dimension of the tasks entrusted.
We must mobilize all the active
forces, multiply the good examples,
foster more * good people and good
deeds” in accordance with Uncle
Ho's teaching. We have such
valuable nuclei evervwhere which
should be promptly discovered and
multiplied. This is the best way
to combat the ncgative aspects
which have given concern to all of
us. We should set great store in
and effectively use the youth, the
enthusiastic and able ‘men and
women, who Lave been forged in
struggle, are capable of maturing
quickly and keeping pace with the
requirements ol the current situa-
tion and tasks. Throughout its long
history, the Vietnumese vation has
always looked forward to

new
horizons in forging ahead with
steady strides, cuthusiasm  and
confidence. T our turn. our
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generations must demonstrate more
clearly this inevitable trend.

&
* *

Now I would like to deal with
some tasks to be performed in the
immediate future.

We are nearing the end of the
five-year State plan (1976—1980). In
order to create favourable condi-
tions for the forthcoming five-
year plan, great efforts must be
made first of all to boost produc-
tion, particularly the production of
food, foodstuffs and consumer
goods.

The recent typhoon No. 4 (JOE)
followed Dbv heavy rains caused
serious difficulties to agricultural
production in the North and directly
affectea the autumu rice crop.
Therefore, we must make greater
efforts to attain the set targets
regarding the area, yield and output
of the summer crop while making
urgent preparations right now for
the coming winter and spring crops.
It should be stressed here once
again that we must attach impor-
tance to the subsidiary crops in
view of their great contribution
in food processed for human con-
sumption and in animal feeds.
Each locality, from provincial to
grassroots levels, must mobilize
all its potentialities in land, work-
force and material means for this
production drive and achieve the
highest possible food output in
order to meet the local needs and
also to contribute more food to the
State.

While doing our utmost to boost
production, we should pay appro-
priate atlention to forestry and
fisherv which go together in the
diverse socialist agriculture.

The organs directly responsible
for agriculturai production must
kncw how to carry out the three
revolutions in production. They
must focus on the grassroots while
striving to builid and perfect the
district level. The overall plan of
the distrizt must be realistically
worked out on the basis of a firm
knowledge of the capacities in
land, manpower, equipment with
a view to these targets : food,
foodstulf, industrial crops and
export goods.

Agricultural production is closely
linked with cooperation in the

countryside. For the North, this
means to continue perfecting the
organization and management of
the agricultural cooperatives. Foy
the South, this means to carry oui
agricultural cooperation. These
two tasks are also closely related to
the building of a socialist country-
side in our country. In this regard
we have recorded encouraging
achievements in the organization
of a new material and cultural fife
in the countryside.

The production of consumer g00ds
is related in many ways witl,
azriculture and directly serves the
people’s life. At present, when the
people’s needs for consumer goods
and the requirements for export
are increasing continually, the
position of consumer goods indus-
tries has become all the more
important. In this spirit, the locali-
ties, with full assistance from
related services at the central level,
should make the best use of their
on-the-spot manpower and raw
malerial resources to promote the
production of consumer goods from
the provincial level down to the
districts and cooperatives in keep-
ing with the common plan.

As regards heavy indutries, urgeus
efforts must be made to overcome
the state of slow and unsteady
develupment of such branches ac
electricity, coal, mechanical engi-
neering, chemicals, building mate-
rials, etc.

Regarding electricity, we should
strive to increase the power sources
First importance should be giver
to a proportional supply of raw
materials to the electric power
industry and improve its manage-
ment in order to make the fullest
use of the existing stations and
ensure stable supply of power to
essential establishments.

Regarding the coal industry, we
must achieve, by every possible
means, the planned targe! for coal
output so as to have c¢nough coal
for the immediate needs and some
reserve for the raillway service,
the power stations and export.
The coal industry must urgently
readjust its guidance and manage-
rnk'nt. hL:“CC 1O mcerease economi
efficiency of the investments and
increase work productivity anc
coal output.

VIETNAM COURIER




Mechanical engineering, an indus-
try of great importance tor both
immediate and long-term needs of
the national economy, is facing
many difficulties in terms of
energy and raw materials, [n face
of such a situation, production
plans must be so arranged to
make use of the existing capacity
'o meet the essential requirements
of the national economy. At the
same time, we must create fa-
vourable conditions for a vigorous
development of this industry in
the vears to come.

As regards metallurgy, chemicals,
and building materials, \we will con-
finue our present efforts to pro-
gressively give them an  ever
increasing role in the building of
our socialist economy.

At present, it is an extremely
important and urgent task of ours
1o strive to improve our work in
the field of distribution and circula-

tion with a view to stepping up
production,  thus progressively
stabilizing and improving the

living corditions of the people,

It is of decisive importance that
‘he State must control the supply
of goods. The State-run industrial
enterprises and the cooperatives
that manulacture on contractual
‘erms with the State must deliver
the goods to the Stape according
to <trict regulations and schedules,
In agriculture, the cooperatives,
production collectives and indivi-
dual peasant  households  must
expedite their obligation of paying
laxes and selling their nroducts to
the State. The State must provide
them with fertilizers, insecticide
and petrol. This is a two-way
celationship between the State and
the peasunts —a concrete manifes-
tation of the worker-peasant
alliance in the socialis regime.
We take this opportunity to com-
mend the localitics, collectives and
individuals who have satisfactorily
fulfilled their obligations and at
the same time we severcly criti-
cize those who have not and
actually caused avoidabie difficul-
ties to our work,

In order 10 stabilize our finances
V€ must attach great importance
‘0 increasing revenue, particularly
through industrial, commercial
and agricultural taxes, We must
ombat tax evasion and under-
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payment. At the same time we
must strictly observe economy in
spending.

We must increase our control over
the markets and are determined to
combat all actions and altempts to
cause  market  disturbances, all
attempts to evade State control and
inspection, all acts of contraband,
speculation  and price hike. We
must sct up a system of inventory
and control by the State over ail
business  activities, particularly
private businesses. All these efforts
are aimed at building and consolj-
dating the socialist market. In the
present situation of our national
economy, we should encourage
those services and trades that are

still  beneficial to the national
cconomy. At the same time we
strictly  demand  that everyone

abide by the legislation and reguia-
tions concerning business regis-
tration. 1ax, price control and
accounts at the State banks.

The life of the working people,
particularly  office and lactory
workers in the cities and industrial
centres, is mceting many difficul-
ties. On the basis of stepping up
production and controlling com-
modities sources, the State will do
its best to ensure the rationing of
the vital necessities such as food
and foodstuffs, and at the same
time, to gradually  stabilize the
price of various commodities, with
4 View to ensuring the rea! salaries
of office and factory workers. It
is necessary to apply, wherever
possible, the system “of payment
according to the quantity of pro-
ducts o1 the amount of work done.
It is necessary to make the best use
of the locally available materials
1o produce goods of value and
develoo side-line family economy
S0 as to increase the people’s
income and improve their living
conditions. All of us should be
fully aware that the key to the
settlement of the problem is to
step up production and increasc
productivity with a view to meet-
ing in a rational manner the
interests of the individual produc-
er, the collective and the society.

In the ficld of capital construction,
it is necessary to concentrate elforts
on completing definitely the build-
ing of the most imporiant projects
belonging to various branches like
agriculture, industry and commu-
nications and transport as have

been set down in order of priority
in the State plan.

This yezar, we have started
cooperation with the Soviet Unijon
in the field of oi/ and gas. It is a
new and difficult but also very
promising - enterprise.  We  are
determined to make the bes pre-
parations in order to carry out
smoothly this work, so importan
for the development of our nation-
al economy.

Attention must he naid to the
construction of dwelling ‘houses, first
of all, in Hanoi and in various
industrial centres, 10 the cxtent of
our capacity in building materials,
cquipment, etc.

Compared to the diversified and
growing demands of the national
economy, the communications and
‘ransport  service is inefficient in
many respects which is a problem
requiring  prompt  solution. [y
demands great efforts to strengthen
the material and scientific basis
and the managerial capacitv ol
the service. [t requires tangible
changes in the days to come,
particularly in (he loading  and
unloading "of ships and in com-
bating the negative features at
Haiphong and other ports.

_In the immediate future and
Ior many years to come, we must
make full ‘use of the capacity ol

rail and river transport, develop
marine transport, readjust (he
torces  of road transport, and

increase transport by rudimom;xr_\‘
means in order 10 meel locidl
transport demands.

Ours  being a tropical country
endowed with abundant natural
resources and manpower, we  are
fully capable of producing an ever
growing amount of goods Jor
export of wvalue to meet  the
demand of the world murket.
Relying on the existing favour-
able conditions, we wil] increase
cooperation with the Soviet ['nion
and the other countries in the
Council for Mutual Economijc
Assistance and with other coun-
Iries on the principles of mutual
benefit. In this spirit, all branches
and localities must boldly expand
the establishments producing goods
for export with due attention paid
o those production lines v here

(Continued on puge 25,
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Welcoming the President of the Republic of
the Sevehelles at Chi Linh Square in Hanoi.

Piote: KIM HUNG — THE TRUNG

T the invitation of SRV Acting-President

Nguyen Huu Tho and Prime Minjster Pham

Van Dong, the President of the Republic of

the Sevchelles and President of the Seychelles

People’s Progressive Front, France Albert René, paid

an official friendship visit 1o the Socialist Republic

of Vietnam. During his <tay in Vietnam, President

France Albert René and his delegation were received

by Le Duan, General Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party ol Vietnam.

SRV Acting-President Nguyen  Huu Tho and
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong held talks with
President F.A. René. A Vietnam — Seychelles joint
communiqui: was signed on 27 September 1980 in
Hanoi. In the communiqué, the 1wo sides stressed
“the consolidation and strengthening of the militant
solidarity. friendship and cooperation between the
two countries” and discussed “international issues
of mutual concern.”

The two sides exchanged views on the present
internat.onal situation and noted that: * Imperialism
and old and new colonialism are trying by all means
available 10 join hands with international reaction in
launching counter-attacks and sowing division with
the aim of weakening the revolutionary forces, vet
they cannot reverse the overall trend of our times
On the contrary, they will weaken their position and
will eventually sustain humiliating defeats.”

The two sides * welcome and support the initialives
of the socialist and other progressive countries to
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THE VISIT TO
VIETNAM OF THE
PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF
THE SEYCHELLES

promote détente and consolidate peace and interna-
tional security.”

The two sides reaffirmed *their delermination 10
join with other countries of the Non-Aligned
Movement in maintaining the correct objectives and
unity of the movement, and in opposing all schemes
of imperialism and international reaction to sow
division and to take over the movement against the
interests of nationz! independence and social progress.”

On the situation in the Indochinese countries the
two sides * warmly welcome the splendid victories
of the Lao peoplein building a peaceful, independent,
democratic, unified and socialist Laos and resolutely
support the revolutionary cause of the Lzo people 10
defend their mnational independence and territorial
integrity " and *“ warmiy hail the historic victory
of 7 January 1979 by the Kampuchcan people which
overthrew the genceidal Pol Pot —leng Sary regime
and founded the People’s Republic of Kampuchea ™.
The two sides ‘highly appreciate the important
achievements which the’ Kampuchean people, under
the leadership of the People’s Revolutionary Council,
have recorded in the building and defence ol their
homeland during the past year and more ”. The two
sides reaffirmed that * the situation in Kampuchea
is irreversible and demund the restoration of Kam-
puchea’s seat at the United Nations and other
international organizations to the People’s Revolu-
tionary Council of Kampuchea. the sole legitimate
and genuine representative of the Kampuchean
people ”

VIETNAM COURIER




THE FIRST
LATIN
AMERICAN
COSMONAUT

T 10: 11 p.m. on 18 September
1980 (Moscow time) the
Soviet Union launched the Soyuz 38
spaceship with its international
crew including pilot cosmonaut
Colonel Yuri Victorovitch Rama-
nenko, hero of the Soviet Union
commander of the ship, and cosmo-
naut-researcher Lieutenant-Colonel
Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez, ~itiz-n
of the Republic of Cuba.
The flight programme of this

Spaceship involved docking witl

Cosmonauts M. Romanenko and Tamavo (left).
Photo: TASS and Prensa Latina.

the Salyut 6—Soyuz 37 orbital
complex, and joining the Soviet
cosmonauts L. Popov and V
Ryumin who have been working
in the complex since g April 1980
in a series of scientific studies
and experiments prepared by the
two countries.

After
their schedule in space, the Sovict
and Cuban

successiully  completing
cosmonauts returned
26 September
abourd the Sovuz 38 spaceship

safelv to earth on

This space flight is the seventh
of the Intercosmos Programme.

The flight of the first Latin
American in space marked an im-
portant victory of the people of
socialist Cuba. It was the outcome
of continual efforts by scientists,
technicians and the youth educated
by the revolutionary regime. This
is also a new significant
advance in the history of the Cuban
revolution over the past 20 vears.

and

1981: GENERAL ELECTIONS IN KAMPUCHEA

According to the Kampuchean News Agency SPK, the Central Com-
mittee of the National United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea
and the Kampuchean People's Revolutionary Council have decided that
general elections will be held in early 1981 throughout the country.
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THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE

VIETNAMESE AND THE

I —DURING THE NATIONAL
REVOLUTION

DEMOCRATIC

During the years when the Communist Parties
were [ounded in each country, Vietnam and China
had the common characteristics of colonial and semi-
feudal Far-eastern countries: a very small working
class (about 0.5 of the population in China in 1921,
over 1% in Vietnam in 1930): the Communist Party
in each country had to work in a sea of individual-
istic backward peasants.

The fundamental problem zwas which class lea the revelu-
tion —the working class or the peasantry —and on which

position the Partv should stand to carry out the rezolution :
on the working class or on the peasantry.

Since its foundation the Communist Party in
Vietnam asserted itself as the political party of the
working class in order to lead the revolution: it has
remained true to the principles of Marxism-Leninism
on proletarian revolution in the period of imperialism,
following the slogan * Proletarians of the world and
oppressed peoples, unite !

The Party has resolutely upheld the banners of
national independence and socialism, has stood closely
united with the proletarian movement and the
oppressed mnations throughout the world, has been
guided in all its actions by Marxism-Leninism, has
drawn the lessons of the éxperiences of the various
proletarian movements in the world, especially the
Great October Socialist Revolution so as to gradually
take the Vietnamese revolution to complete victory,

On the contrary, the Chinese Communist Party.
since it had been submitted to Maoist leadership, has
promoted the peasantry and petty-bourgeois positions
to lead the revolution, gradually scparating itself
from the international communist and workers'
movement and finally opposing it.

Mao Zedong wrote in his book *On New Democ-
racy ": “The politics of new democracy is essen-
tially handing power to the peasants ™, and “the
peasant force is the main force in the Chinese revolu-
tion " (1). In Vietnam the Communists clearly under-
stood that is was necessary for Party members coming
from pelty bourgeois or intellectual backgronunds, etc..
to steep themselves in the life of the proletariat if
they wanted 1o train properly. This meant taking
part in munual labour and Tliving with industrial
workers, in a word, to become industrial workers.
The leaders of the revolutionary movement in China,
on the other hand, always held that cadres should
“xia feng ", that is to go to the country to mix with
poor and landless peasants and learn from them and
to become, not workers, but peasants in order to lead
the proletarian revolution.

It is precisely owing to this erroneous view of the
role of the masces and of the motive lorces of the
revolution that in 1927 when fiercely attacked by
Jiang Jieshi (Chiang f{ai-skek\, thev failed to build

8

CHINESE REVOLUTION

their forces on the spot within the masses, including
the urban and rural population, both workers and
peasants. Instead they had to carry out the Long
March and take flight in search of a new base. This
was an epic experience but at the same time a bitter
historical defeat. They left with 200000, but oniy
30,000 remained at the end of the fong march. And
this was due to the fact that thev had failed 1o take
the path of the masses drawn by Marxism-Leninism,
they had failed to rely on the working class, to
organize and ecducate the peasants under proletarian
leadership.

In Vietnam, the repression exercised by the French
colonialists was many times fiercer than that of the
Jiang Jieshi clique. "However. thanks to a correct
working class line, the Party managed to mobilize
the workers and peasants to fight side by side. Thus
the Party led the workers at Truong Thi, Ben Thuyv
(Nghe Tinh province) to join the struggle, it created a
solid worker-peasant alliance placed under the
leadership of the working class. That is why when
the revolutionary tide was at its lowest ebb. the
Party was able” to survive and fight in the ver
midst of the local population. During the hard period
of white terror (1931—32) the Party held firmly to the
aims of national independence and socialism. It never
wavered or shifted to the peasant position, never
gave up the ultimate goal—socialism. The Party's
programme of action was drawn up in June 1932
when the Party was going through its hardest times.
The programme still stressed: “The Indochinese
workers and  peasants, under the guidance of the
Communist Party, will take up arms in insurrcction
to carry out the future tasks of the anti-imperialist
and agrarian revolutions, and together will advance
resolutely towards socialism.”

Although subjected to colonialist terror, the party
of the Vietnamese working class did not seek refuge
by conducting a long march. Instead, it had faith in
the masses and restored the revolutionary bases
among the masses, which resulied in a speedy
recovery of the movement and 2 new revolutionary
upsurge,

In the course of the armed struggle the Chinese
revolutionary line consisted in cxtolling the role of
armed violence, while overiooking the political
struggle, and considering that revolutionary power
is born from the barrel of a gzun. and not from the
revolutionary movement of the masses. They attribui-
ed all revolutionary gains to the armecd struggle,
considered the armed struggle as all-poweriul. In
organizing the fighting forces. they also took the
“peasant road”, ie. they relied on the countryside,
and used the countryside to encircle the cities. Mao
Zedong considered this to be an original revolution-
ary initiative in the new situation (2).

In carrying out their revolution the Vietnamese
have learned from the expericnces of the Chinese in
the war of liberation, but our road was differen:.
We built our armed forces from the mass movement
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organized by the Party. The red self-defence units born
in 1930 were the offspring of the masses' revolution-
ary organizations, such as the Red Trade Unions, the
Red  Peasants’ Association, the Communist Youth
League, etc. They were the tools used by the Party
lo seize power, but revolutionary power was scized
by the mass movement itself, under the leadership
of the Party, through political and armed violence ;
it was by no means born from the barrel and a gun.

The development of the armed forces and the buiid-
ing of revolutionary power during the August
Revolution in Vietnam  were carricd out in  the
following way. Out of the organizations making up
the Viet Minh Froni, the Party selected the armed
forces. The Party led the masses in co-ordinating the
political strugeleé with the armed struggle o scize
power. Revolutionary power, as built by the work-
ing class, in return makes use of the armed forces
as an instrument of violence to consolidate itself.

In our fight we attach g¢reat importance not only
1o the armed struggle Hui alsoto political struggle :
co-ordination betzyeen political strugole and armed struggle.
As soon as the first revolutionary organisation — the
Vietnam Propaganda Liberation” Detachment — was
set up, President o Chi Minh said: Its name is the
Vietnam Propaganda Liberation Detachment. its
primary purpose is o concentrate on political struggle
rather than on armed sirugele: and then to co-ordinate
political struggle and armed struggle.  Although the
revolutionary army consisted mainly of peasants, its
political ideology, military style and military discipline
had to conform to those of a proletarian army. In this
way it could avoid adventurism, liberalism, indisci-
pline which are rampant in an army of peasants.

Concerning the revolutionary war, we did not
simply rely on the countrvside and use the country-
side 1o encircle the cities, but agitated for both the
cities and the countrvside to rise up together. As a

concrete example we can cite Viet Bac as a large
base area of the Augusi revolution. We also had a
security zone on the outskirts of Hanoi and the

town of Ha Dong, 4 combat zone in the mining
arcas such as the Dongz Trieu Fourth Combat Zonc
{Quang Ninhjand i, the plains such as the Quynh Luu
Combat Zone (Ninh Binh) The Vietnamese revolu-

tion evolved in the [ollowing way: to go  [rom
partial  insurrection (o revelutionary war. o co-
ordinate  revolutionary zcar and partial insurrection

leading to a general offensive and “concerted uprisings.
Uprisings can be carried out wherever conditions
pzrmit, and it is not necessary to use the countryside
to encircle the citics, or o rély on the peasants to
liberate the workers as Chinese leaders think.

In proceeding from partial insurrections to a gene-
ral uprising we brought into play the initiatives, the
creativeness of the people throughout the country.
This experience shed light on thé path 1o follow in
our recent struggle against US imperialism. While
the Chinese leaders advised us to wage « protracted
car, we opted for concerted uprisings. And when we
had risen up and won initial victories they were
frightened and advised us not to hit too hard because,
in their opinion, US imperialism was stronger than
us. They also said we should only use forces the
size of a platoon or smaller to attack the enemv. But
we had our own way to fight the enemy, and won
the war.

Because we attached 2reat imporiance to both politi-
cal struggle and armed struggle, to the workers and
the peasants, becanse we knew how to bring into play
the three strategic zones ithe cities and the country -
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side, the plains and mountain areas), we were able
to carry out the strategy of revolutionary  offensize.
of attacking the enemy right from the sutset.

When the US imperialists were defeated in their
special war and sent their forces en masse into South
Vietnam, and started a local war, the Chinesc leaders
advised us 1o adopt an adventurist military lige - to
draw the Americans to the Nortiy 1o defeat them.
But we insisted on fighting and defeatine the Ameri-
cans in_the South itself throngh revoiutionars offen-
sives. We did not simply start un arived strnggle
but also made use of all three * offensive spearheans”
political struggle, armed struggle and  agitation in
the ranks of the enemy. We were able to mobilize
not only workers and peasants but als intellectnals,

college and school students. The wornen, in parii-
cular, the “long-haired armv " .s they  were alwo

called, dealt deadly political blows 10 tie enems
The differences in the line and methods of strugele
between Vietnam and China led 1o differences in
building the forces of the revolutionary masses, in
building the National [nited Front. The Chinese
leaders  overestimated the strength  of the seq of
peasants and overlooked the political strugzle, and so
did not see the need to build a long-term nationyl
united front. It should be recalled that the period
of the National United Front between the Chinese
Communist Partv and the Kuomintang was a very
short one. )

In Vietnam, as early as 1930 the Communist
Party, in accordance with the Comintern's policy of
avti-imperialist front, decided to build the Indochines:
anti-impertalist Alliance, whose aim it was to = uni-
te all ‘the revolutionary anti-imperialist forces to
overthrow imperialist rule, to win back complete
independence for the Indochinese countries — and
support the libcraliou\mm ement in the colonics and
semi-coionics ™ (3).  Subsequently, other forms of
national united front came into being in conformity
with cach revolutionary period : such as the Demo-
cratic Front in 1936—39, the Viet Minh Frost in
19y =31, the Lien Viet "Front in 1946—34, the Father-
land Front as from 1933, ete. Our fundamental lin
siill consisted in  basing ourselves on worker-peasant
alliance exclusively led by the wwor king ciass 10 rally all the
patriotic forces in order to win back national inde-
pendence and freedom. The policy of unity advocat-
ed by the Vietnamese Party is a lasting one, a con-
sistent one, it conforms to both reason and sentiment,
it is a policy of unity based on struggle, love and a
sincere desire to transform human beings.

Such a proletarian line in building of our forces
and in organising the struggle has helped us achieve
a position of strength from which to make continuous
attacks, to fight back the enemy step by step, to
defeat him little by lhttle until weé  achijeve complete
national liberation. During the war oi resistance
against the French colonialists we made con-
tinued attacks, combined national revolution with de-
mocratic revolution, in order to win victory in both.
In the war of resistance against the US imperialists,
we did not advocate waiting for the liberation of
South Vietnam to build socialism thoughout the coun-
try but held that “ under all circumstances the North
should be consolidated and advance toward social-
ism.” (4)

The Chinese revolution was victorious thanks to the
favourable conditions created by the socialist camp
which had become a world system. In those conditions
any struggle for national salvation which can win the
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assistance of the world revolutionary movement,
which can arouse the masses whose majority is
composed of peasants, which can form the spearhead
of an attack on the main enemy — the imperialists
and their henchmen —is likely to achieve victory.
The Chinese leaders were mistaken in relying too
much on the peasants and overlooking the workers.
But in the national democratic revolution such a
blunder was not too serious since during that period
the peasants made up the main force and were
inspired by the land reform to take an active part
in the anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle. Not
until the socialist revolution did it have serious
consequences

Il — DURING THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

In Vietnam, when the war for national liberation
ended victoriously in 19354 in the North and in 1975
in the South, we relied on the workers to take over
the factories in the cities.

In China, the liberation army was composed over-
whelmingly of peasants armed with Mao Zedong’s
thoughts on the role of the peasantry, was entrusted
with the task ol controlling the cities. A military
control was set up, and as a result the armed forces
of peasants were used to control the workers in :he
cities. In 1958 Mao Zedong said : * We should pro-
pagate raral style and guerilla habits in the cities.”

Chinese workers do not account for a high propor-
tion of the Communist Party’s membership.
According to a French document at the 8th Congress
°f the Chinese Communist Party (September 1936),
out of 10,734,385 Party members there were only
1,502,814 workers, 1,253, 223 intellectuals (in the broad
sense) ; 7,414,459 were of peasant stock. The number
of workers in the country increased fairly fast in the
first years (1949 : 5 million, and after the period of
economic development 1949—57 it reached 25.6 million
in 1938). And they were mostly workers of large-
scale factories. However, in 1961—62 the Chinese
leaders moved nearly 30 million urban inhabitants
into the country with the aim of concentrating the
work force, materia's and money into agriculture,
which they viewed as the most important branches
of the nationa! economy. The number of workers
and government officials then decreased from 44
million in 1960 to 30 or 31 million in 1962 (factory
workers {rom 22 million to 14.5 million, building
workers from 6 million to 2 million). In 1966 the
number of workers decreased again to 12 or 13
million,

The Chinese leaders hold that one can rely on the
peasants to do everything, and pretend they “have
surpassed Marx 7. They even view that Marxism
is a “ European phenomenon ™, that one should learn
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from its technique and analytical method and then
‘* de-Europeanize it " and * sinify it ”’. Mao said at the
6th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party
(October 1938) : “There is no abstract concept of
Marxism, there is only concrete Marxism having a
national form. To *“sinify Marxism " — so to speak —
means that in all its manifestations it must start from
the characteristics of China and be applied in con-
formity with those characteristics.” At the Beidaihe
Congress in summer 1938 Mao again said that “in the
management of the State we should combine Marx
and Qin Shi Huangdi (a Chinese emperor who ran
the country by means of a barbarous dictatorship).

In Lenin’s view, the more backward a country is,
the more historical detours it has to go through, the
more difficulties it will meet in the transition from
the capitalist relations to socialist relations. For
besides the task of destroying the old regime, there
is the more difficult task of organizing the new one.
But the Chinese leaders hold {that the more back-
ward the economy, the easier the transition from
capitalism to socialism is, because ** the poorer they are,
the more attached the people are to the revolution. ™

They put forward adventurist policies, such as
building people’s communes, which was to be the short-
est and easiest way to communism. In fact, they
were a form of rudimentary egalitarianism and asce-
tic socialism. They abolished rationing on daily
necessities and adopted a system of [ree supplies in
order to impose an austere way of life. At the Bei-
daihe Conference Mao stated: “To adopt a system
of free supplies, to put into pradice a communist
way of life means 1o oppose the Marxist way to the
capitalist way.” The Chinese leaders approved the
initiative of abolishing payvment of salary according
to work done and bonuses, and considered that
stressing material benefits was short-sighted indi-
vidualism. This policy resulted in a reduction of
production.

This petty-bourgeois adventurist linc also manifes-
ted itself in the Great Leap Forward, the Steel and
Iron Produced by All Movements. In 1958 two

million rudimentary and Martin blast furnaces
were built, at the cost of 3.8 million renminbi
(Chinesz  currency.) So million fonnes of coal

were used to produce steel and pig iron (up to
December 1958). However the g or 10 million tonnes
of pig iron and over 4 million tonnes of steel produced
were not usable.

Each one of the “three red banners' (general line,
great leap forward and people’s communes) was a
hard blow dealt to the working class, the peasant-
worker alliance and undermined social production.
At the Lushan Conference in 1959 Mao admitted :

“T've made two mistakes: first, to appeal for
massive production of steel and pig iron, second, to
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papeal for the building of people’s communes [t
scems that I am responsible for that.” At the gth
plenum of the Party Central Committee (Sth legis-
lature) held in January 1061, Mao again admitted:
* We were impatient with the transition period.

The failure of that policy led to deep rifts within
the ranks of the Beijing ruling circles. Mao started
the culturel revolution through which he extolled ascet-
ic socialism, criticized the relatively easy life of
those who relied o their labour to earn their living
considering these people as having followed the
capitalist path.

On 16 July 1956 Muo swam in the Yang-tse river.
On 26 July 14356 Renmin Ribao urged the youth “to
master the rules of the revolution in the storm of
class struggle, 1o learn how to swim in class struggle.
On 18 August 1956 a million red guards demonstrated.
The number of ved gunards rapidly increased: 11

million college and  school students and 30
million youth rose up to carry out the cultural revolu-
tion. It was in fact a move to overthrow Liu Shaoq
and consolidate Mao's position. This was a large-scale
purge disguised under the theory of “continuing the
revolution under the proletarian dictatorship.
The period of * Great Chaos * lasted from 11 January
1966 to September 1967, but the consequences of the
Cultural Revolution lasted longer. The damage done
to China was enormous.

In Vietnam things were quite different. The
Vietnamese revolution continued to advance steadily.
It always stood firm on the proletarian position.

holding high the banners of national independexce
and socialism.

In 1954 the country was divided into two, the
North was exhausted because of the war, but the
Party was resolved to taks it to socialism, on the
basis of a Marxist analysis of problems and advan-
tages. It applied objective laws creatively and guided
the entire society to advance step by step without
burning stages.

The three years from 1953 through 1957 were de-
voted to restoring and developing the economy and
developing our culture, with the aim of reaching the
1939 level. In the rehabilitation of the economy we
paid attention to the consolidation of the worker-pea-
sant alliance, pressing for the recovery of both in-
dustry and agriculture. We never failed to strengthen
the working class both in quality and in numbers.
During those three vears the number of factories
increased from 31 (in 1935) to 150 (in 1957), the num-
ber of workers and public servants increased from
170,000 to 250,000. We emphasized ideological educa-
tion, raised the cultural and technical level and
upheld the role of the workers in State management.
On 14 September 1957 the Law on Trade Unions was
alopted by the National Assembly.
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Once the economy had recovered, we started to
solve the contradictions between the advanced revol-
utionary power on the one hand and the backward
social and production relations on the other: the
threc-year plan (1958-1960) was drawn up. It was a
plan aimed at transforming and developing the eco-
nomy, developing culture, in order to transform in
a socialist way all the elements of the national eco-
nomy, the central task being the transformation of
agriculrure. In 1960, 85.8 per cent of peasant house-
holds, accounting for 681 per cert of the land
joined the agricultural cooperatives, 218,000 artisans
out of 305000 joined the handicrafis cooperatives
and became engaged in collective production. All
the bourgeois households in industrv and trade en-
tered the joint State-private enterprises, cooperatives
or cooperative enterprises. The number of workers
continued to grow. The number of enterprises in-
creased from 150 in 1957 to 1,012 in 1gho, the number
of workers from 250,000 10 480,000. We opposed
the ideas of “ waiting for the South " and of “allow-
ing capitalism a period of development in order to
create the material and technical premises for social-
ism"”. etc. We did not allow subjectivism, volunta-
rism and rightist errors to slow down the advance
of the revolution.

Subsequently, we solved the contradictions be-
tween the advanced relations of production and the
backward material and technical basis. The first
Five-year-plan (1961-65) was aimed at industrialisation
While in China the order of precedence in the bran-
ches of the economy was : agriculture, light indus-
try, heavy industry, we regarded industry as the
basis for the development of the national cconomy,
and tollowed the policy of * prioritizing the rational
development of heavy industry on the basis of the
development of agriculture and light industry ™.

We consider the scientific and technoiogical revolu-
tion tn be the linchpin in solving the above-mentioncd
contradiction. Unlike the Chinese leaders who under-
estimale the role of intellectuals, we pay much at-
tention to enlarging the bodv of scientific workers
technicians and skilled workers.

Taking the 1960 levels as units :

1965 | 1969 | 1973
Scientific workers and technicians 53 | 95 | 153
— Graduates and post-graduates 54 | 107 | 206
— Secondary vocational education
level 3.6 91 | 13.9
— Skilled workers 2.3 ! | 45|

(Year-book of Statistics, 1974, p.80)

Parallel to the revolution in relations of produc-
tion and the scientific and technological revolution
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we arc carrying oul an ideological and cultural revol-
ution, building the new social system, the new economy,
the new culture, and the new people. Our cultural re-
volution consists i1n  building "a popular, national,
scientific, socialist culture, a culture of the people,
for the people, with the aim of helping them to be-
come their own collective masters with all the qua-
lities of a socialist people, to inherit the fine tradi-
tions of the nation and stand united in mutual love
and fidelity.

This is diametrically opposed to China's cultural
revolution. In China the cultural revolution and even
“the criticize Lin Biao, criticize Confucius campaign
failed 1o wipe out the vestiges of Confucianism. Con-
versely, they consolidated bureaucratism, dictatorship,
paternalism, which are the essence of Confucianism.
In Vietnam, collective mastery means eradicating the
vestiges of  Confucianism, “especially the “gang
chang " theory (old-style social relations in which the
King, the father and the husband reign supreme
respectively over their subjects, children and wives).

So far as foreign relations are concerned the dif-
ference between Vietnam and China is even more
obvious.

Vietnam consistently upholds the principles of pro-
letarian internationalism, maintains 2 policy of inde-
pendence, sovereignty and international solidarity. We
regard the socialist camp as the centre for unity and
have contributed to stepping up the three currents of
the world revolution : socialist revolution, the move-
ment for national liberation, and the movement of
struggle for democracy and peace in the capitalist
countries.

China is carrying out a policy of great-power ex-
pansionism. The Beijing leaders hold that Leninism
has fulfilled the historic mission of Marxism in the
period of imperialism and that now Mao Zedong's
thought is Marxism—Leninism in the period of total
collapse of imperialism. They deem that the centre of
world revolution is shifting to the world of ex-co-
lonies, to China.

In the relations between socialist countries they
stress cquality in order to compete with the Soviet
Union. In 1963, they stated that they had the right to
oppose the common resolutions of the 1957 and 1960
conferences of the Communist and Workers' Parties
which they had adopted. It has become increasing]
clear that Mao’s statement *the East Wind Pre.
vails over the West Wind” at the 1957 Confer-
ence of Communist and Workers’ Parties impli-
cd that the Chinese wind had prevailed over the
Soviet wind, and not that socialism had prevailed
over imperialism. When they said they opposed Soviet
revisionism, they zimed at hegemonism among the
socialist countries and the third world. In 1962 they
held that there were only 5 socialist countries : China,
Vietnam, Korea, Romania, and Albania. Between
these 5 countries and the two super-powers, namely
the Soviet Union and the United States, there were
two buffer zones : the third world and the second
world (Japan and Western Europe).

This is the source of the *“three-worlds theory ™.
This theory was expressed by Deng Xiaoping in the
two speeches he made at the United Nations General
Assembly on 15 October 1971 and 10 April 1974 : “The
socialist camp continued to exist for some time after
the Second World War, and no longer exists™ and
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“the US and the Soviet Union make up the first
world. The developing countries in Asia, Africa,
Latin America and a number of other zones belon

to the third world. Those developed countries which
stand between the two above-mentioned worlds make
up the second.”

The aim of the “three-worlds theory  is to erase
socialism as a factor of world politics, ‘a factor which
determines the positioning of the main opposing
camps in the world.

China has gone out of its wav to court the United
States and Japan, and volunteered its services as a
counter-revolutionary shock jorce. It has made a
volte-face in its relations with Victuam ; it has invad-
ed Vietnam, then raised a hue and cry about “great
hegemonism” and “small hegzemonism v, and put an
¢nd to the treaty of mutual assistance signed with
the Soviet Union.

What is particularly dangerous is that the Chinese
are trying their best to make war propaganda, while
Vietnam perseveres in its stand for peace. We would
only resort to just wars to oppose unjust ones in order
to defend our ‘independence and preserve peace, The
Chinese leaders say that war is **a normal pheno-
menon in the relations between two worlds, and
that each generation must have its own war.” To
them war is a means of carryving out their expan-
sionist and hegemonistic designs.

The correct, just and creative policy followed by
Vietnam, her absolute loyalty to Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism is  mirror reflecting
the road of betrayal followed by the Chinese ruling
circle over the past few decades. This genuinely
revolutionary line is also the fundamental guarantee
of the Vietnamese people’s certain victory over the
Chinese reactionaries if they recklessly start another
war of aggression against Vietnam.

(After an article by Van Tao, published in
the journal Nchien Cuu Lich Su—Histori-
cal Studies- No. 1 and 3, 19N0).

r. Mao Zedong's Sclected Works, Volume 11, Beijing
Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1995, p. 546 (Trans-
lated from the Vietnamese ).

2. Hongqi Review, 1977, No. 12, p. :6.

3. Party Documents (1930-45) Volume 1, Hanoi, 1977,
p- 143 (in Vietnamese ),

4. Political Report at the Sth Plenum of the Party's
Central Committee ( August 1935)
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1845-1980

35 Years of

Educationalil

Develop-

menit

Interview with Mrs Nghiem
Chuong Chau, Director of the Educa-
Zional Service in Hanoi.

IETNAM COURIER — 7'%is
\/ year, the Socialist Republic of

Vietnam commemorates the 3500
vear of the declaration of independiice.
Could  you kindly Tlet wus know
what are the outstanding achiczcrments
recorded by the educational svstem in
Vietnam in general and the Hanoi
educational service in particular over
this period ?

MRS NGHIEM CHUONG CHAU
—After the August 1945 Revolu-
tion, education in Viétnam has
acver ceased to develop though it
suffered the aftermaths of three
fierce wars waged by the French
<olonialists (1945-1954, the Ameri-
can imperialists “ (1g60-1975) and
recently the Chinese expansionists
4gainst our country.

French colonialism left 05% of
illiterates ; in the last school-vear
af the colonial regime (104 3-1044)
there were only 0.3 people “zoing
to  school for é€very thousand
inhabitants. The whole couniry
had §8 public primary and secor-
dary schools run by 1450 teachers.
There was only  one primary
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school for every thousand villages.
Hanoi, the administrative capital
of French Indochina (Vietnam,
Laos and Cambo lia) had' but one
secondary school and two senior
high schools for girls for the
whole of the North. Most of the
pupils  belonged to the upper
classes—families of well-off people,
mandarins and  high-ranking
officials. ~Children of working
people could at most finish elemen-
tary education as they had to earn
a living early in life. Under the
old regime, education. aimed at
forming the colonialists’ servants,
was in French with a French
curriculum but more burdensome
1o discourage the people. As
a result it was very hybrid,
backward and reactionary.

In this situation, complicated by
the difficulties created by the war,
the Communist Party of Vielnam
and the State have built up a
progressive education having a
national character, while the Cons-
titution guarantees the right to
study io working people. This is
staunchly  supported by  the
Vietnamese people who are very
attached to study.

At present, everywhere in the

country, children from three
months to seventeen years old are
cared  for by the educational

system, regardless of their nation-
ality and the social position of
their families. Every commune or
city quarter has a comprehensive
educational network  including
creches, nursery schools, general
education schools from elementary
to secondary level, served by a
numerous staff from créche-atien-
dants to general  education
teachers.

The right to study is also gua-
ranteed to adults. Compulsory
first-level gencral education (four
vears) is basically completed in the
North. After liberation of the
South in 1975, illiteracy  was
climinated in 1978 and [first-level

general  education  will  become
compulsory in 1985. A network
of complementary ~ schools  has
been built in all * provinces and
towns to provide education for
workers, peasants and other

working people, and to help them

raise their cultural standards so
that they possess the necessary
knowledge to carry out their

duties and increase the quality and
effiziency of their work. In Hanoi,
before the August 1945 Revolution,
most workers werc illiterate. Only

a few of them knew how

to read
and write. At present, out of
L5 million inhabitants in the city,
79,000  attend complementary
classes (of whom 47.000 study
in secondary schools). These
classes are organized ‘in various
forms : €évening courses, regular
classes, day-release classes, study-

and-work schools. Students pay no

fees and get their monthly salaries
as usual.

Today, one out of three Vietnam-
ese goes to school. In a develop-
ing country like ours, ravaged by
wars, this proportion  speaks
volumes for the great efforts
made by the Party and Govern-
ment  and the enthusiasm and
attachment to study of the people.
Before the revolution, . the mother
tongue was not used even in
primary schoois; today it is the
medium used from clementary
education to higher education and
post-graduate  education; it is
continually being enriched and
is capable of conveying advanced
science and technology to children
and grown-ups alike. The curricu-
lum has completely changed as it
bears a national "and scientific
character and, in the past
years, has greatly contributed to
the formation of a young genera-
tion loving the country and social-
ism, courageous and intelligent in
productive labour and combar.

The Vietnamese who have been
living abroad for a few decades
who still have in their mind the
picture of a desolite countryside
peopled with ignorant peasants,
would be astonished to see immen-
se riceficlds separated by straight
dikes, rcomy 'houses and green
gardens belonging to the young
people, their =~ offspring, = who
possess  primary or secordary
education and “tend their fields
according to modern techniques.
This is the outcome of the de-
velopment of education in Vietnam
in the past thirty-five years,

While building up a progressive
educativnal sysiem Vietnam has
contributed educational experience
to the world, particularly to
develuping countries. Its acliieve-
meunts in the elimination of illite-

racy and in complementary
education have won it 1wo
UNESCO prizes: in 1978, Cam
Binh commune in Nghe Tinh

province received the Krupskaya
international prize for being the
first commune in the country to
have wiped out illiteracy and set
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2 pattern in the development of
complementary education in the
countryside in the present econo-
mic conditions of Vietnam. Four
years after liberation, in 1979 Cat
Hinh commune in Nghia Binh
province (South Vietnam) won the
Krupskaya prize for eliminating
illiteracy, making primary educa-
tion compulsory to adults and
sending all school-age children to
school. In April 1980, the UNESCO
section for Asia and Oceania held
in Ho Chi ‘Minh City a symposium
on the elimination of illiteracy.
The meeting highly appreciated

the achievements recorded and
experiences gained bv  the
Vietnamese educational system

in this field.

Looking back to the path we
have travelled, we are sure that
with the policy of the Communist
Party of Vietnam and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, staunchly
supported by the population, we
shall win even greater success
in the new stage of development
of our country.

VIETNAM COURIER—What are
the tasks ahead facing the educational
system in this new stage of develop.
ment? There are contending opinions
about the quality of education. Please
let us know your appreciation of this
problem. How can we solve lhe
contradictions existing in the formation
of the future |'ietnamese when the
coun'ry is still poor and underdevel.
oped 7

MRS NGHIEM  CHUONG
CHAU — The achievements we
have obtained in the past 35 vears
are the result of the efforts made
by the State, the people and every-
one of us, teachers and pupils, o
overcome our great difficulties.

Thirty-five vears of incessant
wars have wrought havoc in our
country: 3,000 schools in the North
were destroyed by American
bombs; the 1aterial basis left
behind by thie French colonialists
was scantv. The construction of
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schools by the State and the con-
tribution made by the population
does not meet the educational
needs of the inhabitants, whose
number keeps increasing. In this
school year (1980-1981), Hanoi finds
it difficult to supply stationery
and text-books to 700,000 children
of primary and secondary schools.
As many as three pupils share the
same text-book. The schools in the
six provinces along the northern
frontier were destroyed by the
Chinese aggressors; the JOE
typhoon has caused heavy damage
to the schools in many provinces in
the Red River delta such as Thai
Binh, Ha Nam Ninh, Hai Hung,
Vinh Phu and the cities of Hanoi
and Haiphong. Classrooms, furni-
ture and teaching aids are lacking-

This situation is aggravated by
the fact that we cannot work in
peace as we have to make prepa-
rations to cope with a possible
aggression of the Chinese expan-
sionists. To replenish the armed
forces we have sent to the front
courageous youths possessing suffi-
cient knowledge to assimilate
modern military science and
trained men capable of mastering
new techniques. It can be said that
few countries in the world have
an educational system fraught
with such tremendous difficulties
as ours. This is our major short-
coming which greatly influences
the quality ol our education.

In many respects our education
does not keep pace with the devel-
opment of society and science and
technology, and falls short of
meeting the requirements of the
socialist revolution in Vietnam.

Our present educational system
is not in a position to initiate the
pupils to large-scale production
and a socialist lifestyle. In so far
as knowledge, ethics, physical
conditions and zesthetics are con-
cerned, after finishing general
education, they are not quite prop-
erly educated to become the mas-
ters of the country. Education in
school is mnot vet improved bv

modern techniques. It sets little
store by practice and productive
work and therefore does not con-
tribute much to the development
of the intelligence and creative
initiative of the children.

The quality of education is 2
problem we must solve. What is
the contribution of the school to
the scientific and technological
revolution, the main factor of de-
velopment of Vietnamese society ?
How can education be combined
with labour to form fully devel-
oped  citizens? What does our
schooling do to prepare people for
the 21st century in conditions
where Vietnam is still poor and
underdeveloped *

Basing itself on the experience
gained in the development of the
country in the last decades of the

20th century, in 1979 the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam initiated a
large-scale educational reform (1).
It is a thorough-going reform
affecting the whole structure,
system and method of manage-
ment of education. It marks a new
period of educational development
closely related to the development
of the country.

In this school year, we are
beginning to implement this
reform in the whole of reunified
Vietnam for the benefit of 1g
million pupils and 500,000 teachers.
Difficulties still crop up. Never-
theless the wholehearted assistance
of the socialist and friendly coun-
tries, particularly the close cooper-
ation with the Soviet Union, and
the efforts made by the State
departments concerned will make
it possible for us to carry through
our task, that is to solve the con-
tradictions arising in our training
work in the present conditions of
our countrv. The example of Hero
Pham Tuan, an ex-pupil of a Viet-
namese general education school,
who is now a cosmonaut, is for
us a source of confidence and
hope.

VIETNAM COURIER—We are
aware that 35 vears ago. vou were a
scheol  girl in  Hanoi. You left
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school to join the nationwide resist-
ance movement and have become an
<ducator in the socialist regime. What
do vou think of present-day pupils
compared with 35 vears ago?

MRS NGHIEM CHUONG CHAU
Before the August 1945 Revolution
I was a pupil of a high school, the
only one reserved for young girls
in the North. Today it is named
Trung Vuong School, one of a
dozen secondary schools in Hanoij.
At that time our school had only
four classes. Now Trung Viuong
School has become a twelve-year
general education school in which
experiments in educational reforms

are conducted. It now has 52 class-
es and over 2,000 pupils from the
first to the 12th form.

Formerly class-sizes at this school
were 40 pupils. However this
number decreased gradually from
the first year to the fourth year
(correspouding to the 7th form at
present). The girls left school
either because of poverty or be-
cause of coercion by their parents
who wanted them to get married.
I often witnessed scenes when a
school girl came to say good-bye
to her teacher and classmates,
with tears running down her
checks and a lump in her throat.
This is 2 memory T have always

The new school-year ( 1980—1981) - the roth form of Tran Phu
third-level general education school in Hanoi.

Photo: NGUYEN CHINH

kept of the days when the country
was under foreign domination. We
joyfully welcomed the liberation
of the country as it was followed
by the liberation of education.
That is why when the French came
back to invade our country again,
the youth at the time of the Au-
gust 1945 Revolution joined with
the rest of the people in the fight
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for national independence and the
future of Vietnamese education.

Our teachers and pupils have
been tempered in the crucible of
the three wars waged over the
past 35 years. Though we still
lack school materials and teaching
aids, we are the masters of our
schools and are eager to teach and
study the ways to build a rich and

powerful Vietnam along socialist
lines. We long to work in peace
for this goal. Many of our pupils
have become scientific workers,
professors, doctors; others have
joined the army, serving as tank
operators or airmen. All of them
have fulfilled their duty. In this
new stage of the revolution we
are doing our best to meet the
requirements of the country and
are helped in our work by friends
throughout the world.

Vietnam is poor but our pupils
are carefully attended to and the
proper conditions are created for
them to complete their studies.
Their future is very bright, chiefly
as far as young girls are concerned.
At present 47 per cent of the 15
million school-goers are girls. They
study in the same conditions as
boys and have proved to be intel-
ligent and resourceful. Many of
my students are now outstanding
technical workers and have effi-
ciently contributed to the cons-
truction and defence of the
country. The national liberation
revolution has also liberated wo-
men, particularly in the cultural,
scientific and technological fields -
it has freed the brain of Victnam-
esz women hamstrung by thou-
sunds of years of feudalism and
nearly one century of colonialism.
What we dreamt for our pupils
has come true.

Our thoughts turn to school
children throughout the world,
chiefly the third world. Surely
they are like those of Vietnam,
intelligent, straightforward and
enthusiastic at work, ard cherish
great hopes for themselves and
their country. If carefully looked
after, children of a poor country
can also make their dreams come
true. On this occasion, on behalf
of the teachers of Hanoi I wish to
send my cordial greetings to colle-
agues and pupils in all the capitals
throughout the world.

(1) See Vietnam Courier No. r0-1979.
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Vu Thi Phan was stricken
y malaria like all the other
members of the resistance. Besides,
she witnessed the death of one of
her friends atter a bad fever. She
is now Ccirector of the Institute
of Malariology, Parasitology and
Entomology. She never forgets the
acute pain  she suifered at the
resistance base and the atrocious
death of her friend. Her longing
isto see no more malarial patients.
Twenty-four vears after she left
the Medical College in 1956, she
has been working zealously for
this under the guidance of Pro-
fessor Dang Van Ngu (1).

I met her in her house. She
said: “Trom 1966 to 1970, in the

medical student at the Viet
Bac resistance base in 1950,
by

thick of the fight against the
American aggressors, I worked at

the Quang Bink—Vinh Linh front.”

At that time, 2 voluntary youth
unit at construction site 12—A in
Quang Bink was afflicted by an
epidemic of malaria. 70% of the

unit members  fell ill. Many of
them became feverish. Vu "Thi
Phan and a team of the Institute

were scent to make an on-the-spot
investigation. Arriving at Thanh
Hoa, their convoy was attacked
by American aircraft. A vehicle
took fire, bhut the passengers were
safe. While stranded there she
and her collecagies discovered a
new species of malaria  vector
mosquito infesting the thick jungle
and region ol stagnant water, the
A. Balabacensis, which differs from
the A. Minimus. a malaria carrier
swarming iin mountainous areas
and near flowing water.

“Is the difterentiation of this
mosquito from the others diffi-
cult?” 1 asked her. *“ To the unini-
tiated, all mosquitoes look alike."”
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A GONVERSATION
WITH 1 WOMAR

“This is our business,” she
told mc with a smile. * We recog-
nize the mosquito at the first
sight. An A. Balabacensis has
spotied white legs whereas an A,
Minimus has black spots. To
exterminate the A. Balabacensis is
more complex as it lives outside
the house. We have followed its
flight, alighting, eating  and
sleeping 1o work out appropriate
measures to annihilate i..”

After six months of treatment
by the team, the 12-A youth unit
had no more feverish” members
and the number of malarial
patients dropped noticeably.

However, Quynh Thang (Quynh
Luu district, Nghe Tinh province)
was hit by an epidemic of malaria,
requiring the presence of Vu Thi
Phan. At that time, in her capacity
as Vice-Director of the Institute,
she headed a medical team which
worked in very difficult technical
conditions from 1968 10 1974
Finally the epidemic was stamped
out. The conclusions drawn from
this campaign have contributed to
the eclaboration of measures for
the lignidation of malaria in the
southern provinces which have
the same climatic conditions.

Regarding the research work of
the Institute, she told me: “All
scientific study in our Institute is
carried out collectively. In my
work I have received wholehearti-
ed assistance from my colleagues.
With their efficient cooperation, I
was able to complete a number of
tasks and to solve delicate technical
problems arising in the fight
against malaria in a tropical coun-
try torn by a long war. These
problems concern drug-resistant
malarial parasites, the measures
taken to extinguish the hot-beds of
malaria, the chart followed for
the treatment of high fever and
the vector role played by A.
Balabacensis in the propagation of
malaria in Vietnam.”

“Your Institute is located in
Hanoi. What services does it pro-
vide for the city ?” 1 asked.

“Besides studying malaria, our
Institute works in parasitology and
entomolczy to help the Hanoi
medical service in the study of
ascarils, hook worms, amoebic
dysentery, tape-worms in the
liver, dengue-fever carriers and

SCIENTIST

encephalitis.. We took part in the
campaign against dengue-fever in
196g. Together with the medica?
service of Dong Da city district
we are studying the means to
destroy larvae as a preventive
measure. The method is very
simple : we urge the inhabitants
to put two or three goldfish in
their water tanks to eat the larvae
and cover them with a lid
to  prevent  mosquitoes from
spawning.”

We are informed by Vu Thi
Phan that the percentage of mala-
rial parasite-bearing patients is
0.39%/0o in the North and 5.1°/46 in
the South. The task of thé organs
concerned is to bring the percent-
age in the South to the level of the
North and to lower the percentage

in the North to below o0.30/,,
(0.390/0g is 14 times less ‘than
in 1938).

“In the South,” she adds, “our
Iristitute cooperates with the Cho
Ray Hospital in Ho Chi Minh City
to set up a malaria research section
with 50 beds. There we are study-
ing methods to reduce the death-
rate caused by high fever and the
problem of drug-resistant malarial
parasites, which constitutes a
major obstacle in our work of
climinating malaria in the South.”

Every year Vu Thi Phan goes
to Ho Chi Minh City, the Central
Highlands, Nghia Binh, Song Be
and Tien Giang provinces to super-
vise anti-malarial work.

At present Vu Thi Phan is
entrusted by the Ministrv of Public
Health with the task of directing
the “programme of study of the
charactieric features of malaria in
Vietnam and the method to ligui-
date it V. Besides, she studies four
subjects in cooperation with the
World Health Organization (WHO?
and two subjects in cooperation
with the Soviet U'nion Siunce 1978
she has served as a WHO malaria
expert and has just been promoted
associate professor by the Vietnam-
ese Government.

THANH NHAN

(1) A labour hero, he died on
mission in the war aeatnst the Ameri-
can aggressors
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1845-1980

VIETNAMESE LITERATURE
SINCE THE AUGUST 1945
REVOLUTION

IETNAM before 1945 — during French rule —
had its own literature. But it was a shabby,
limited literature which consisted in variations

on the spiritual life of the metropolis  Its
influence was confined to a few towns and cities
which had come into existence with the colonial
State. And one often found in it sweet lullabies,
sighs of despair or desire for social changes. How-
cver, the most salient feature of this literature was
the feeling of hopelessness and despair emanating
from ji. Alongside this literature there was also
revolutionary literature which contained some ele-
ments of democracy and progress. However, it was
prohibited.

ince the August 1945 Revolution Vietnamese
literature has undergone a complete change and
literary life has taken a new direction.

B

First of all, it is a literature tightly knitted 1o the
life of the nation, a literature which affirms life.
and morcover, has turned into an instrument to
educate the masses. A literature which strives to help
fulfil the major tasks of the country to liberate the
nation and build a new society, a socialist societly.

Soon after the revolution” almost all the well-
known writers and poets in the country raised their
voices to acclaim :it. There was no longer the dull
atmosphere of the old days, the new literature now
focused on life and was more related to the life of
the nation.

However, the new characteristics and orientations
were clearly seen only in the beginning of the {irst
war of resistance (1946—1954), when writers, poets,
as well as other patriotic citizens, volunteered to g0
to the jungle. They lived in the fighting zones and
quietly fulfilled their daily 1asks to serve the resis-
tance. Strange enough, literary life was maintained
during those years of hardship. In 1948 the Associa-
tion of Literary and Arts Workers came into being and
rallied around it the most typical authors of the
period. Printed on 20 paper — a kind of paper hand-
produced — the first issues of the * Journal of Lite-
rature and Arts” made their appearance, and con-
tinued to publish moving sketches of  the fight
against the enemy. They contained also prems ex-
tolling the fighting spirit of the whole people and
translated poems from other countries, mostly from
French.

The war of resistance against the French which
lasted cight years, ended with the resounding victory
of Dien Bien Phu (1954). But since 1960 the Viet-
namese people have had to wage another war of
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liberation. The movement of concerted uprisings in
the southern provinces which started in 1960 devel-
oped_into a nation-wide anti-US struggle. After 1

the Vietnamese people had to continue the fight to
defend their border in the South-west and in the
North. In this country patriotism means daring to
endure all kinds of hardships to oppose foreign in-
vaders, to build socialism, and to organize the socicty
properly in order to fight the invaders. Naturally,
literature became a front in that common struggle.
The question is how can literature serve the struggle
to the utmost, most directly and —in the view of the
contemporaries — most effectively : this question has
been posed time and again by writers and poets. And
it has determined the evolution of the new literature.

Thus our writers and poets have tried their best
1o go tothe fighting and production bases. A few of
them, their rucksacks on their backs, went to the
front and fought as soldiers.

Poems, short stories, ¢ssays and sometimes novels
appeared after military campaigns.

The main characters in those works, be they sol-
diers, mothers or children, bear the qualities of
heroes. But they are ordinary people who are always
directing their actions towards the common, lofty
cause — the fight to liberate the country and build a
new society.,

Works such as 70 Quoc (The Homeland), Vung
Troi (The Sky), Gio long (The Wind of the Sea),
Dat nuoc_dung len (The Country Rises up), Vao Lua
(At the Frontline), Mat tran tren cao (The Battle for
the Sky), Bien goi (The Call of the Sea), Chien si
(The Fighters) (1), etc., some of which are fairly
well known, speak partly of the content of literature
during the years of “war.

o put it in a nutshell, the feelings that literature
aims (o awake in the readers, those which help
build up the relationship between the literary
works and the revolutionary masses, are lofty feel-
ings: the love of one’s comrades, our fellow-coun-
trvmen. yearning for a just cause, self-sacrifice for
the sake of the common interest, ete.

And the people who carry with them those feel-
ings are asserted as socialist men and women. As
we all know, the fighting in Vietnam was carried
out in the name of the nation and also in the name
of socialism.

As carly as 1954, one could find in a few works
quite a lively picture of the new life : joining the co-
ops, the fight to boost production in some construc-
tion sites or factories, the fight against superstitions...
Despite temporary tribulations, the people described
in those literary works are mostly optimistic, straight-
forward and imbued with love of life. They are not
introspective, but outward-looking and their hearts
are open to the collective.

The Tact is that while the settings and mentalities
are profoundly imbued with national characteristics,
socialist elements have nevertheless taken root in
this literature. The socialist character of this litera-
ture does not emanate only fiom the fact that it
deals with socialist construction, but also from the
organization and structure of literature. Literary
associations in our country are organized from the
central to the provincial levels. They are financed
by the State and writers, like other cadres, are paid
by the State. Apart from their salaries, writers are
entitled to royalties. Creative work is encouraged.
But it never fully meets the people’s demands. For
literature has volunteered to assume an important
task —10 contribute to the common cause of the revol-
ution. The 1945 August revolution liberated both
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the nation and its citizens. In more concrete terms,
it brought back freedom to the depths of the old
society. To eradicate analphabetism was an svent of
great significance for literature, because it vastly
increased the demand and the number of readers.
For literature describes the masses and also serves
the masses. Appreciation and criticism of literary
works by the masses is being promoted.

We must also add that, for a population of over
so million, the circulation of each literary work is
usually from 7,000 to 8,000 copies, sometimes over
10,000 copies, even 100,000 copies for the more popu-
lar books. Books are quite cheap and are available
in public libraries. This is something any developing
nation can be proud of.

Although they are linked with the present life of
the nation, modern Vietnamese literary works are
not all up to the mark and have not met the require-
ments of the authors or the readers at large. Thev
deal mainly with the war, but most of them fail to
reach the required level of generalization. Works
written about socialist construction still lack depth
and are not really convincing.

Besides creative work during the past few decades
we have registered some achievements in developing
a new literature.

Compared to the pre-revolutionary period, the
present Vietnamese literature has developed new
genres. Poetry has made considerable headway, both
in quantity, form and style. Prose (including film
scripts) accounts for a large proportion of the whole.
Literary criticism now enjoys a position it has never
experienced in the history of our national literature.
With the opening of the faculty of letters in a num-
ber of umniversitics and the founding of the Institute
of Literature attached to the Committee for Social
Sciences, rerearch work on literature has been great-
ly boosted. In the meantime, newspapers and maga-
zines, especially those dealing with literature and
arts publish articles introducing and criticizing new
literary works. When there is a need for them
heated discussions are held on ideological matters,
an‘ on literature and arts.

With the aim of building a literature with a
national and modern character we have focused our
activities on conducting research work on ancient
literature. Most important of all has been the compi-
lation and publication of a series of works by great
authors during the last 10 centuries. There appecared
in the early 6os an *“ Anthology of Vietnamese Prose
and Poetry ”, in 6 volumes containing nearly 4,000
pages, including a volume on popular literature, one
on the literature of national minorities. 20,000 copies
of all six volumes were published. Now research
workers have begun to compile an even more enor-
mous scries, composed of 40 volumes, entitled
“Collected Works of Literature” stretching over
ten centuries of literature. In 1980 the first volumes
of the “ Collected Works " have reached the readers.

Translating and popularizing foreign literary
works has been speeded up. There have been some
delays due to war conditions, shortage of printing
paper, but that work has never been neglected.

Whereas in many countries of Asia and Africa
there are still many problems with writing in the
mother tongue, in Vietnam the Vietnamese language
has become a unified language for the whole coun-
try. The work of popularizing the language has
been made casier by the fact that the Vietnamese
has been latinized. The Vietnamese language is both
a literary lznguage and the unique official language
used as a mediumof instruction in. general education
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schools and colleges. The popularization of the
old literary heritage, the translation of classical and
modern literary works into foreign languages have
made a considerable contribution to the perfection
of the Vietnamese language. Looking at the present
state of Vietnamese literature one feels that the
Vietnamese language is in a state of flux and
change It is growing richer and richer every day
and has made great progress regarding abstract ex-
pression so as 10 adapt itself to the current scientific

and technical revolution and to modern ways of
thinking. . i
We only made reference above to the unified

language in the whole country, the Vietnamese
language. There are in all 54 ethnic groups in Viet-
nam. The perfection of the Vietnamese language has
not in the least impeded the development of the
languages of the national minorities; on the contrary
it has created favourable conditions for their devel-
opment. Under the auspices of the revolutionary
power, a number of nationalities have developed
their own scripts for the first time ever. for example,
the Tay-Nung, the Hmong (Meo)... Writers from
these ethnic minorities write in their own languages,
then have their works translated into Vietnamese.
Semetimes they do it themselves.

Whatever the script in which it is written, literary
language is finding its way into the people’s life.

his is a striking [eature never seen before 1945. It
is something to be firmly preserved by Vietnamese
writers and poets of the present and future genera-
tions, just as they have contributed to the achieve-
ments outlined above.

Speaking of modern Vietnamese literature one
often refers to at least three generations. Some writers
and poets were writing before 1945. This is_just
the case with poets such as Tu Mo, Xuan Dieu,
Huy Can, Che Lan Vien and such writers as Nguyen
Cong Hoan, To Hoai, Bui Hien... Meanwhile Nguyen
Dinh Thi, Nguyen Ngoc, Nguyen Khai, Hoang

rung Thong are the most oufstanding represen-
talives of those writers and poets who have matur-
ed in the firc of the first resistance and in the
period of the people’s democratic revolution. Nguyen
Khoa Diem, Pham Tien Duat, Do Chu, Bang Vict,
Xuan Quynh belong to the generation of poets who
have grown up with the second war of resistance
and the building of socialism in the North since 1054
_ While in oiher countries problems between dif-
terent generations of writers commonly arise, one
irying to overshudow the other, this has not been
the case for modern Vietnamese literature. Here,
generations succecd one another without couflicting.
They are_ at one in their loyalty to the Communist
Party of Vietnam, the party which has been leading
the Vietname«e revolution Tor the last five decades.

In the last two generations many writers and
poets belong to the national minorities in Vietnam.
This is a fact often referred to with pride in study-
ing the emergence and training of new literary
forces since 1945.

In general, in"a country continually at war, where
people always have had to endure hardships, to
organize and train such a large rank of literary
workers is really a considerable achievement. This
has met with success thanks to our Party leaders,
namely Ho Chi Minh, Truong-Chinh, Le Duc Tho,
Vo Nguyen Giap, To Huu, Xuan Thuy who are
themselves pocts and essayists of note and whose
works are widely known. Special mention should
be made of the poems by Ho Chi Minh and To Huu
which are highly appreciated by the public. We
should not forge: to mention the large number of
workers, fighters, engineers, teachers, co-op members,
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