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EDITOR’S NOTE

Building “the system of collective mastery”
is an aim and a motive force for socialist revo-
lution in Vietnam. The Political Report of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Vietnam to the 4th National Congress of the
Party (December 1976) pointed out: “Build-
ing the system of socialist collective mastery
is to make our country a society in which the
genuine master is the social community, the
organized collective of the working people with
the worker-peasant alliance as the core, and
under the leadership of the working class.”

Socialist collective mastery takes place in
many fields: political, economic, cultural and
social. It means mastery of society, nature and
oneself ; mastery over the whole country, in
each locality and each establishment. It is the
combination of the right to collective mastery
with the genuine freedom of each individual.

For those who are interested in this vast and
complex problem, we have selected and edited
here some writings and excerpts from speeches
by Comrade Le Duan, Secretary General of the
Communist Party of Vietnam.
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BRING INTO FULL PLAY THE RIGHT TO
COLLECTIVE  MASTERY

(Excerpts from the political report delivered at
the 4th national congress of the Communist Party of
Vietnam)

I —- Line for Socialist Revolution in the New Stage

The Third National Congress of our Party has
mapped out the line for the socialist revolution in the
North of our country. The meetings of the Central
Committee following the Congress have summed up
the practical experience of the Vietnamese revolu-
tion, and concretized and developed this line step by
step.

As it embarks on the new stage, the revolution in
our country is developing with the following major

characteristics :

a) During the past twenty years, the North has
recorded many achievements in socialist transforma-
tion and socialist construction: abolishing the ex-
ploiting classes, establishing socialist relations of
production, building the initial bases of large-scale
sorcialist production, carrying out the ideological and
cultural revolution, and improving the material and
epiritual life of the people. However, the economy
as a whole especially as regards its material and
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technical basis and cconomic structure, has not yet
emerged from the state of small-scale production
and remains in the initial stage of the process of
advancing to large-scale socialist production. The
South has just emerged from being a neo-colonialist
society and though having attained a certain level
of capitalist development, still is fundamentally a
society of small-scale production. Therefore, though
in some respects some initial factors of large-scale
production have appeared, the economy of our
country on the whole remains essentially one of
small-scale production. This characteristic is most
clearly manifested in the following main aspects:
the material and technical basis remains weak;
labour is overwhelmingly manual; social* labour
productivity is very low ; division of labour is still
not very advanced; big industry installations,
especially heavy industry, are as yet few and scat-
tered, still unable to carry out technical transforma-
tion of the various branches of the national econ-
omy ; the bulk of consumer goods are still manu-
factured by handicraft methods; industry and
agriculture have not yet been integrated into a
single structure; agriculture still consists mainly
of rice-growing and there are only a few large areas
“of specialized cultivation of industrial crops; the
level of irrigation and mechanization, and more
generally, the level of intensive cultivation, remains
low ; stock-breeding is still under-developed and
disproportionate to cultivation. The small-scale
production character is also reflected in the fact that
production output remains small and cannot yet
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ensure the needs of enlarged reproduction and the
people’s life, that production organization and man-
agement are still fragmentary and inefficient, and the
planned character of the economy is not yet advanc-
ed.

It is clear that our country is still in the process
of advancing directly from a society whose economy
remains essentially one of small-scale production to
socialism, bypassing the stage of capitalist develop-
ment. This is the most outstanding characteristic
reflecting the nature of the process of socialist revo-
lution in our country and conditioning the main
contents of this process.

b) The whole country has regained independence
and unity and is advancing to socialism with the
ebullient revolutionary fervour of a nation which
has recently won a great victory. We have a solid
and tested proletarian dictatorship. Our people are
very revolutionary and deeply attached to independ-
ence and socialism, and are also very industrious,
intelligent and creative. Our Party is a seasoned
Marxist — Leninist Party enjoying the love and con-
fidence of the people. We have an abundant work
force, fertile soil and rich natural resources. We
have the socialist North, a major material and
spiritual force which has accumulated some vaiuable
experience in socialist revolution. In our country as
a whole, the forces of socialism are in a position of
overwhelming supremacy. These internal conditions
are very favourable for the socialist revolution in
the whole country. On the other hand, thirty years
of continuous, atrocious war have had very serious
consequences in many fields throughout the country.
As regards economic structure, there are still




notable discrepancies between the two zones, In the
South, socialist transformation has just begun; the
exrloiting classes remain ; the poisens of the enslav-
ing culture and the social evils caused by US neo-
colonialism as well as the influence of bourgeois
ideology in society remain potent; the reactionaries
are still operating against the revolution; the nega-
tive aspects of capitalism and the spontaneous char-
acter of small-scale production are still to be
overcome. This is the situation confronting the
revolution, especiclly in the initial stage, posing
many difficulties, and making the class struggle to
answer the very acute and complicated question of
“which will win”. '

¢) Our country is carrying out socialist revolution
in a favourable international situation ; the socialist
system has come into being and continues to grow
unceasingly ; the national independence movement
and the revolutionary movement of the working
class are develeping vigorously. Imperialism is
sinking to the depths of its general crisis and con-
stantly growing weaker. A new scientific and tech-
nological revolution is taking place in the world.
The econcmic as well as scientific and technological
relations among countries are continually expand-
ing. Together with the revolution in our country,
the revolution in Laos and Kampuchea has also
recorded great victories. Thanks to our victorious
and herocic fight against US imperialism, our country
has won great prestige and broad and profound
sympathy from the peoples and governments of
many countries. However, the struggle to win the
answer to the question “which will win.” between
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the forces of socialism, national independence, demo-
cracy and peace on the one hand, and imperialism
and the reactionary and bellicose forces on the other,
is unfolding in a very fierce and complicated manner
in the world.

The above-mentioned characteristics, especiaily
the direct advance from small-scale production to
socialism, bypassing the stage of capitalist develop-
ment, require that our people bring their initiative,
creative spirit and self-consciousness in the process
of the socialist revolution into full play. To achieve
ccmplete success for our revolutionary cause, the
first condition is to establish and unceasingly
strengthen proletarian dictatorship and to exercise
and constantly bring into full play the working
people’s right to collective mastery.

These characteristics also require that the socialist
revolution in our country be a process of overall,
continuous and extremely deep and thorough-going
revolutionary changes. This process combines trans-
formation with building, transforming in order to
build and building in order to transform, building
while transforming and transforming while building,
and building is the main aspect. This is a process o1
abolishing the old and building the new from the
bottom to the top. We must create both new pro-
ductive forces and new relations of production at
once, both a new economic basis and a new super-
structure both a new material life and a new spirit-
ual and cultural life. This is a process oi bitter and
complicated struggle between two classes, the bour-
geoisie and the proletariat, and between two paths,
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capitalism and socialism. This is a process of carry-
ing out the three revolutions: the revolution in re-
lations of production, the scientific and technologi-
cal revolution and the ideological and cultural revo-
lution, in which the scientific and technological rev-
olution is the kingpin. The process of carrying out
these three revolutions is also a process of step-by-
step establishment of the system of socialist collec-
tive mastery, large-scale socialist production, the
new culture and the socialist new type of people.
These three revolutions must be carried out simul-
taneously in close connection with one another and
in mutual inter-action. The system of soecialist col-
lective mastery, large-scale socialist production, the
new culture and the socialist new type of people,
socialism as a whole like each part of it, can only
emerge as the combined result of the three revolu-
tions.

To hold firmly to proletarian dictatorship means
tc firmly grasp the Party line, strengthen the lead-
ership of the working class, exercise and enhance
the right to collective mastery of the working peo-
ple, build a powerful State, rally broad strata of the
people around the working class to carry out the
three revolutions, abolish the regime of exploitation
of man by man, eradicate poverty and backward-
ness, successfully build socialism; consolidate and
strengthen national defence, maintain political se-
curity and social order, smash all opposition and
aggressive acts of the enemy; consolidate and de-
velop the relations of co-operation and mutual as-
sistance with the fraternal socialist countries: and
together with the world's people, actively struggle
for peace, national independence, democracy and

socialism.

To build the system of socialist collective mastery
is to build our country into a society in which the
genuine master is the social community, the organ-
ized collective of the working people with the
worker-peasant alliance as the core and under the
lesZership of the working class.

Socialist collective mastery .involves mastery in
many fields: political, economic, cultural and social
mastery ; mastery of society, mastery of nature, and
mastery of oneself ; mastery over the whole country,
in each locality and each base it is the organic com-
bination of collective mastery with the genuine free-
dom of each individual. This is genuine mastery,
mastery in its fullest sense.

To build the system of socialist collective mastery
is actually to build a comprehensive system of social
relations reflecting more and more fully the mastery
of the working people in all the above-mentioned
fields. It is a process of continual evolution, from
low to high, from imperfect to perfect.

Socialist collective mastery finds its concentrated
expression in the collective mastery of the working
people (of which the worker-peasant alliance is the
core) chiefly through the socialist State under the
leadership of the vanguard Party of the working
class. Therefore, the building of collective mastery
requires first of all the building in all branches and
at all levels, from the centre to the grass-roots, and
in all activities and all aspects of social life, of a sys-
tem of correct relationships between the Party, the
State and the people. We must strive to build
a new-type State, a State organized by the working
class and the working people themselves to exercise
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their right to collective mastery, a State whica is
really of the people, by the people and for the peo-
ple, through which the Party exercises its leadership
over society. This State is at the same time an admin-
istrative body, an organ of compulsion, and also an
economic, cultural and educational organization. It
must have the qualifications and ability to organize
and manage all aspects of social life : maintain poiit-
ical security and social order, consolidate naticnal
defence ; organize, build up and manage the econc-
my and culture; defend the legitimate interests of
the collective and individuals. We must strive to
build the Party and make it really strong and firm
so that it is able to provide leadership for the whole
cause of socialist revolution. The Party leads the
revolution by means of its line and policies, and
chiefly through the State. All activities of the State
are carried out under the leadership of the Party.
The Party leads the State but does not repiace the
State. o C

We must, through the activities of the State under
the leadership of the Party, give full play to the
initiative and creative ability of the people, and
give rise to socialist emulation movement upon so-
cialist emulation movement, so that all activities of
the masses become activities organized on a large
scale, conforming to objective laws, closely combin-
ing the revolutionary character with the scientific
character, creating a great combined strength to abol-
ish the old and create the new. and setting an un-
precedented tempo for the development of the his-
tory of our country.

-To build the system of political collective mastery
is to set up the power of the working people with
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the worker-peasant alliance as the core and under:
the leadership of the working people, following the
overthrow of the rule of the oppressors and exploi-
ters; to build correct relationships between the
Party, the State and the people in order to ensure
that the working people become the real masters of
society, and are fully conscious of and know how to
make use of their political power.

Political mastery calls for the firm defence of so-
cialism and the firm defence of the socialist mother-
land along with socialist construction. So long as
imperialism remains, our people still need to be vi-
gilant and stand ready to defeat all schemes and
acts of sabotage and aggression of any enemy.

Political collective mastery involves both duties
and rights: duties are a corollary to rights. We must
ensure the citizen’s rights and individual freedom
while requiring that each citizen and each individual
fully discharge his duties to society, the State and
the ccliective, such as the duty to work, the duty to
cefend the motherland, the duty to respect and de-
fend socialist property, respect the rules of collective
life, etc. We must ensure equality between man and
weman, and equality among all nationalities.

Economic collective mastery includes collective
mastery of the main means of production in society,
collective mastery of the work force, collective mas-
tery over the organization and management of pro-
duction, and in the domain of distribution.

To build the system of economic collective mas-
tery, we must abolish the capitalist system of owner-
ship and transform the individual ownership of the
peasants and handicraftsmen, establish the socialist

system of ownership in two forms : ownership by the
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wnole peopie and collective ownership, through ap-
propriate methods and steps. We must strive to de-
velop and strengthen the State economic sector, and
rapidly build the collective economic sector, carry
out co-operativization of agriculture and take agri-
culture to large-scale socialist production. All the
main means of production in society must be used in
accordance with the orientation and tasks of the
State plans in order to serve the interests of the
whole society.

We must adopt a rational orientation for the or-
ganization and assignment of the various sources of
social labour and work out appropriate plans and
measures for their mobilization in order to use them
most effectively both on a national scale as well as
in each locality and each basic unit.

We should re-organize social production through-
out the country as a matter of urgency, and strive
to build an effective managerial and planning system
in order to make a rational use of, and turn to fuil
account, all productive capacity in the whole coun-
try so that all the processes of production and re-
production will be undertaken in a planned way,
with ever higher productivity, ever better quality
and ever greater efficiency.

We must build a system of distribution in which
the increasing material and cultural needs of the
entire society are met in a just, rational, organized
and planned manner, and ever more adequately, in
keeping with the level of the development of pro-
ducticn. Everybody must fulfil his duties to society ;
society is responsible for looking after the organi-
zation of everybody’s lives; the society of today is
responsibie for the society of tomorrow. This system
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of distribution must conform to the principle “from
each according to his abilities, to each according to
his work ”” and no pay for those who can, but do not
work, and special attention must be paid to the
gradual increase of social welfare, in keeping with
the level of the development of production.

It is in this spirit and in this direction that we
should gradually expand children’s welfare and
education by society so that, step by step, the lives,
schooling, growth and maturation of all children are:
ensured equally, and none of them handicapped by
the loss, invalidity or sickness of their parents.
Society must also ensure the necessary conditions
for women to fulfill their noble role of mothers ; it
must take charge on an ever broader scale of medical
care, rest, study and recreation for everybody, and

' organize the lives for the aged, invalids and disabled

satisfactorily.
To build cultural collective mastery is to create
a rich spiritual life for everybody in keeping with

. the noble aim of socialism which is to meet ever

more adequately not only the material but also cul-
tural needs of the entire society, to transform all
cultural values into the property of the people and
to create conditions for the people to become the
direct creator of all cultural values; and to make
the relationship between man and man reflect the
noble ethic: “each for all and all for each.” To this
end, we should strive to build a new culture and
step by step build our country into a highly cultured
society.

To build a correct relationship between the collec-
tive and the individual is a very important aspect of
the building of the system of socialist collective
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mastery. Proceeding from the Mar:zist — Leninist
principle that the emancipation of the individual can
be achieved only through sccial emancipation, that
“the free development of each is the condition for the
free development of all,” we must bring about har-
monious combination of mastery by the social com-
munity with the genuine freedom of individuals, in
order to create unity between the ccllective and the
individual. On the basis of the inevitable demands
of community life, of collective mastery, it is neces-
sary to respect and ensure the citizen’s rights, ensure
the many-faceted de\}elopment af personality, foster
and develop individual vocations and éptitudes,
create conditions for everybody to engage freely in
research and creative pursuits in all domains of
procuction, and in scientific, techniéal, cultural,
literary and artistic activities. '

II — To Consolidate the Socialist State, to Increase
" the Role of Mass Organizations, to Perferm
Good Mass Work

With the triumph of the August Revolution, a new
type of State in the history of our nation was set up,
the first State of the working people based on the
worker-peasant alliance and led by a Marxist —
Leninist party. Now with the complete victory of
the patriotic war of resistance against US aggression,
the working people of our country have become
masters of the entire territory and have a State of
the whole country through which to exercise their
right to collective mastery.
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The revolutionary task of the new stage calls for
our Party and people’s special attention to the rapid
building and strengthening of the State machinery
at all levels in the South, continued perfection of
the State machinery at all levels in the North, and
consolidation of the State of the whole country.

The socialist State is the State of the proletarian
dictatorship, a body which ensures the right to col-
lective mastery of the working class and the work-
ing pecpie, a body through which the Party exercis-
es its leadership over the process of social develop-
ment. Our working class and working people must
be reorganized in a concentrated way into a State
led by the Party, if they are to carry out their activ-
ities in a conscious, organized, disciplined, and
planned manner throughout the country, transform
the oid society, successfully build a new cne, and
win complete and thorough victory for sccialism in
the struggle aimed at solving the question “which
will win” between socialism and capitalism.

In order to ensure the right to collective mastery
by the working people, our State must be an insti-
tution of the people, by the people and for the
people, capable of carrying out the three revolutions,
building a new system, a new economy, a new cul-
ture, and a new type of man, strong enough to defend
the interests of the collective and the individuals,
to ensure political security and sccial order, and to
firmly defend the socialist motherland and the gains
of the revolution.

To consolidate and perfect the State means to
increase the efficiency of the administrative appara-
tus and the organization of economic and cultural
management. However, since economic activities lay

21



the groundwork for other social activiiies and cons-
titute a relatively new and difficult task for our
State, special attention must be paid first of all to
increasing the efficiency of the State in the organi-
zation of economic management.

The most outstanding characteristic of the econo-
mic management in our country is that we are man-
aging an eccncmy that is advancing from small-
scale production to large-scale socialist production.
FEconomic management has to push forward and
create favourable conditions for the rapid develop-
ment of this process, and to create a structure of
large-scale socialist production in our country as
soon as possible. For this purpose, we must first of
all realize and solve correctly the questions deter-
mined by laws of development which arise in the
course of advancing from small-scale production to
large-scale socialist production, and embody these
laws in suitable policies, crganizations, systems, and
regulations ; at the same time we must stir up a
seething and continuous revolutionary movement of
the broad masses. Every link of management must
reflect the three revolutions and the system of col-
lective mastery : mastery of the whole country, of
each branch, of each level, on the bazis of the targets
and orientation cf the integrated pian for the national
economy. We must create an effective institution
capable of rapidly detecting and popularizing the
positive and progressive elements, and discovering
and eliminating the negative and backward elements
in time, thus carrying out the indispensable selection
in any process of development, so that every econo-
mic action will result in the constant increase of
productivity, gquality, and etficiency.
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In the present situation, the continued building and
perfection of economic management must be focussed
on the most important problems: reorganization of’
social production on a nation-wide scale, improve-
ment of the system of planning and strengthening
of the apparatus of economic management.

We must base ourselves on the principle of con-
centration specialization, co-operation, and associa-
tion to reorganize all branches of production — in-
dustry, agriculture, communications and transport,
construction, etc., in the whole country, in the direc-
tion of large-scale socialist production, in order to
eliminate the fragmented and departmentalized
state : to create rational economic-technical branch--
es fior the whole country, for all economic regions
and local economic structures. The reorganization of’
social production is actually aimed at bringing into
full play all labour, land, sea, forest, machinery,
equipment and material potential. and ensuring a
rapid development of production with the highest
possible output and quality and the lowest cost.
Along with the reorganization of the branches of
production, we must also reorganize the circulation
and distribution branches to serve production and
the people’s life throughout the country better.

In our system, all economic activities are planned.
That is why planning the national economy con-
stitutes an extremely important task in economic
management. The State plan is the main instrument
for economic management., and the strong motive
force that steps up the development of the national
economy. It concretizes the Party line for economic
develepment: it is the comprehensive application
of the objective laws of the economy, science anc
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technology aimed at developing the economy and
culture, meeting the people’s daily needs, building
and developing the material and technical basis of
socialiftm and ensuring an ever-increasing rate of
enlarged reproduction.

Flanning work must be improved in the following
direction: improvement of State integrated plan-
ning on the basis of increasing the responsibility and
promoting the creativeness of various branches, local-
ities, and production units; the joint State plan is
the synthesis of the rlans made by various branches,
localities and procuction units. In drawing up their
plans, they must combine the common tasks and their

respective specific conditions and capacity; attach’

importance to labour productivity, quality, and
economic efficiency ; give due attention to both pro-
duction, circulation and distribution; stress wuse
velue, take production capacity and the people’s
aily requirements for building the new material
and technical rasis of socialism as the main basis on
which to work out economic plans and programmes ;
attach imnortance to the law of value and the cost
accounting cystem and making the latter really
Leccme on effective instrument of management;
male full uze of the market and the economic levers:
prices. credit, wages, etc., to complement the plans
and ensure their fulfilment; determine the correct
relationchip between planning and guiding the ful-
filment of plans at various levels.

The economic management apparatus must be
built in conformity with the process of concentra-
tion, specialization, cooperation, and association of
production and aimed at accelerating this process.
It must also be based on the principle of combining
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branch management with local management and
territorial management and must ensure the forma-
tion of economic-technical branches, associated eco-

nomic organizations, economic regions and local

economic structures. In order to speed up the process
of reproduction and create favourable conditions for
the guidance of production, we must make the rela-
tions in production and those between production
and consumption evolve by the shortest and the
most rational ways. It is necessary to follow the
principle that questions be decided where they may
find the best solution; and apply uniformly the
system of one man management at all levels of
management. The apparatus for agricultural man-
agement must ensure all-round development of
agricultural production along with speciai:zed and
intensive farming on the basis of planning, zoning,
and applying the new achievements of science and
technoclogy to agriculture, thereby taking it to large-

.scale socialist production.

We must base ourselves on the above-mentioned
principles to strengthen the management apparatus
in order to define the organizational structure,
concrete tasks and powers of each part, each rerson,
to establish the reasonable relationships inside the
apparatus, and to make it proficient and 2.3h:7 atfec-
tive. With regard to the existing apparatus, we
should in general maintain rational parts and ele-
ments, and boldly change what is not appropriate.
We shall, when necessary, increase the number of

ministries responsible for economic-technical tranch-

es, in step with the development of production and

the increasing specialization of the economy. We
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should fully implement the regulations on the organ-

ization cf the State machinery and a number of
decisions on the working procedures of the Council
of Government, and watch their implementation in
order to make necessary changes and readjustments.

First of all, with a view to raising the efficiency
of the State economic management apparatus, we

must continue to clarify the following questions:

First, through cencrete regulations, to further

clarify the functions and tasks of ministries in
charge of economic-technical branches, including
the responsibilities and powers of the ministers who,

as heads of whole branches throughout the country

are responsible in all respects for the branches under

them to the National Assembly, the Government:

Council, the entire people, and the Party ; to further

clarify the relationship between the minisiry in.

charge of a branch and the Government Council, the
planning commission, and the general ministries.

Second, tc grasp and to apply the principle of
combining branch management with local and terri-
torial management better. We should make a study
of the question of building economic-technical

branches, boldly crganize those specialized branches:

wherever the conditions of ccncentration. specializa-
tion and association are ripe ; as a matter of urgency,
we should carry out the task of economic zoning,
define the levels of eccncmic management cf the
centre and grassroots, and concretely define the
responsibility fer management of various ministries,
general departments, and different levels of local
acdministration.

Third, to actively build the district level and
porticn cut the responsibility to the districts, prov-
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inces, and cities. The administration of a prevince

or a city is a local power responsible to the popula-

tion of the province or the city ; at the same time it
is a level of the State central power responsible to
the central authority. The province or the city is
responsible for ensuring the material and cultural

life of the local population, including the workers

and employees of centrally-run factories and offices
localiy-based. This responsibility is also shouldered
by the central level because the central level is

responsible for the people’s life in the whole country.

that is in all localities. Therefore, when entrusting
to the province or the city the responsibility of
directly looking after the life of the local population,
the central authority must have a plan to invest the

province of the city with necessary powers and
‘means to fuilfil its tasks. At the same time, the prov-
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or municipal population, must bring all its capacity
into play — manpower, land, forest and sea, etc, in

ince or the city, as representative of the provincial

order to organize the production, circulation, and

distribution of goods well, together with the district

level, and accomplish the aforesaid responsibility

towards the population of the province of the city.

The disirict level plays a very important role in
taking agriculture to large-scale socialist production.

‘It is the level at which the reorganization of produc-

tion talkes place: the reorganization and redistribu-
tion of manpower, combining industry with agricul-
ture, producticn “with circulation, the entire peopie’s
econcmy with the collective economy, the workers
with the peazants and the State with the people. It
is the stronghoid of the three revolutions, of the
new system, the new economy, the new culture. and

a7




the new type of man in the ccuntryside. It iz the
place where the local population’s right to collective:

mastery is exercised, the level ensuring the peonle’s
material and cultural life. All the relations between

the State and the peasants in the fields of produc--

tion, circulation and distributicn are performed
through the district level. Therefore, the building

of the district level into a level for the planning of

agriculture, handicrafts, small industry, and a level
for the management of producticn and circulation is

a pressing demand at present. We must at the same:
time define the ccmmune level’s responsibility for

and right to administrative control.

- Fourth, the good organization and management
of grassroots units is a decisive link with regard to
the efficiency of the economic management as a
whole. Over the past years, we have gained some
experience and draw necessary conclusions regard-
ing the organization and management of grassroots
units: taking the plan as the main instrument, we
nave enlarged the powers cof the grassroots to have
initiative in production and business, and we have

fully applied the cost accounting system, and com-

bired the three measures — political and ideological

educzstion, material incentive, and enhancement of’

dizcipline and responsibility. On the basis of these
conclusicns, we must strive to make the manage-

to ensure their rapid growth. The following are the
tasks at hand: determine the orientation of produc-
tion; strengthen the management apparatus; work
out good economic-technical plans, organize labour
rationally, supply materials for production in time;
strengthen the management of production, labour.
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nent of grassroots units a regular practice in order

finances and materials; apply cost accounting ;
ensure the quality of products ; improve the relations
among the grassroots units themselves and with
higher levels; readjust and amend the systems and
reguiations as required. This work calls for strenuous
and narmonious efforts from all branches, all levels.
and the grassroots units themselves. In the South,
with regard to the State-owned grassroots units and
the joint State-private establishments, when devel-
oping the new principles of organization and man-
agement, we should eliminate the negative and
reactionary elements in the former organization” of
production and management while. retaining the
positive and rational eiements. We must accelerate
production association, go in for the organization of
companies, associated enterprises, complexes, or use
the transitional form of production groups. ’

In agriculture, we have also accumulated a great
deal of experience, concerning the management of
cooperatives. We -must base ourselves on these
experiences to actively improve the management of
cooperatives along with the strengthening of the
district level and the building of districts into agri-
cultural-industrial or agricultural-forestial-industrial
€conomic units on the basis of the programmes and
plans of the whole country and each province.

Fifth, the strengthening of organization and the
improvement of circulation and distribution consti-
fute a very important link to ensure the correct
relationship between industry and agriculture, be-
tween the interests of the State and those of the
collective with individual interests, between accumu-
lation and consumption, and to ensure the circula-
tion between the countryside and the cities and
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among different areas of the country. In the process
of economic transformation and development from
small-scale production to large-scale socialist pro--
duction, it is necessary to co-ordinate closely the:

strengthening of organization and improvement of

circulation and distribution in all links: trade,

prices, wages, currency, credit, finance in order to

benefit the division of manpower, the development

of productive forces, the transformation of relations.

of production and the people’s living conditions.

To improve economic management, we must do
good economic information work, improve the dis-
cipline on making reports and statistics, organize a.
good network of information from lower levels to
the top and vice-versa, and ensure that the manag--
ing levels grasp new developments in production.
and life in time so as to take suitable and rapid.
measures.

A very important question arising now is to strict-
ly apply the system of individual responsibility. We
must closely link responsibility to interests, discipline:
of the organization to the voluntariness of each
person so as to have an effective mechanism binding
on everybody to accomplish his task and encourag-
ing everybody to work more and better. Responsi-
bility must be clearly defined ; when we allot some
task or work to someone, we must early set con-
crete standards and norms so that everybody knows
what he has to do both in quantity and in quality to
accomplish his duty. The qualifications of a worker
must be up to his job; they must be checked before
he is allotted a job; if they are below the mark, he
must be helped to improve them. A worker’s inter-
ests imply both rewards and penalties. Rewards
and penalties must be fair and just.
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Along 'with improving the efficiency of the State
in organizing and managing the economy, we should
raise its efficiency in the fields of cultural organiz-
ation and management to provide more and more
adequately for the people’s needs in the fields of
culture, education, public health, etc., ensure their
collective mastery in the cultural field, and to push
forward the socialist ideological and cultural revo-

lution.

As an instrument for the construction and the
defence of socialism, our State must always attach
importance to comsolidating national defence, polit-
ical security, and social order, ensuring that our
country be always ready and strong enough to smash
any attacks by warmongers and aggressors and any
npposition by counter-revolutionaries.

In order to defend the cause of socialist revolu-
tion, to safeguard the independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity, air space, territorial waters,
borders, and off-shore islands of the motherland in
the new stage of the revolution, we must actively
build the national defence of the entire people into
a solid one. The sirength of our national defence is
the strength of the Party’s political and military
line, the combined all-round strength of the socialist
regime. The tasks of building and consolidating na~
tional defence is incumbent on the entire veople,
the entire army, and the proletarian dictatorship
under the Party leadershin. We must build mighty
people’s armed forces with strong standing forces
and large, well-trained reserve forces, with the
modern regular people’s army composed of necessary
services and arms ; with powerful main forces. local
forces, militia and self-defence corps. As long as
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imperialiim exists, we must pay adequate attention
to modernizing our naticnal defence forces and
sirengthening the national capakilities of our coun-
try. In a poor country that has just come out of an
atrocious and prolonged war like ours, besides the
duty of being prepared to defend the motherland,
the armed forces have te fulfil the task of economic
construction and contribute to the building of the
material and technical basis of socialism. Only on
the basis of the stepped up economic construction
and socialist industrialization of the country can we
develop the national defence industry, build regu-
lar and really modern armed forces, and organize
the defence of our country in a comprehensive way.
It is in this spirit that we must put the system of
military service by the youths and the system of
economic construction duty by the armymen into
effect.

The Party values very highly the exploits of the
army in the recent great patriotic resistance war.
The Party is convinced that the army will remain
reliable in the defence of the motherland for ever,
and is at the same time an excellent army of cons-
tructors and a great school training the young
generations as new-type pecpie.

Over the past peried, we have recorded great
achievements in the field of political security and
social order, in opposing the wicked schemes of the
imperialisis, and first of all the US imperialists, and
the sabotage of all kinds of spies and other counter-
revolutionaries. Under the Party leadership and
with the support of the broad masses, our security
forces nave fulfilled the tasks assigned by the Party
and the State brilliantly. In the current situation,
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the preservation of political security and social order
is still an extremely important task of the State,
and one of the major jobs to be done in the newly-
liberated areas. We must continue the repression of
counter-revolutionaries and shatter the reaction-
ries’ schemes to stage a come-back. The people’s
security forces must unceasingly be strengthened
and politically consolidated, professicnally qualified,
well organized and disciplined, endowed with good
scientific and technical knowledge, and provided
with modern specialized equipment and means. We
must combine the specially responsible regular
forces with the broad masses, constantly foster and
heighten the revolutionary vigilance of the masses,
and perseveringly mobilize the masses to participate
actively in the preservation of political security
and social order. We must, moreover, pay attention
to improving and co-ordinating well the activities
cf the public security service, the control and peo-
ple’s public prosecutor’s office, the court, and other
legal crgans which have the task of defending social-
ist legislation, the interests and the order of the
new society, and the people’s right to collective
mastery.

In order to raise the efficiency of the State, neces-
sary action should be taken to ensure that our State
be always a State of the people. To this end, the
position of the National Assembly and the people’s
councils at all levels should be enhanced. In our
system of State power, the National Assembly is
the highest body of State power for the whole
country and the people’s councils are the local bodies
of State power. Under the leadership of the Party,
the National Assembly decides the most important
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affairs of the State and the local people’s councils
decide the important affairs of the State power in the
localities. The National Assembly and the pecpie’s
councils select the executive bodies, the Govern-
ment Councii at the centre and people’s ccmmittees
at lower levels. The National Assembly and the
people’s ccuncils at all levels supervise all the
activities of the State machinery at all levels. The
responsibility of the Government Council and peo-
ple’s committees at all levels must be clearly defined
and fully embodied in concrete regulations. A system
must be established and conditions created for
deputies to the National Assembly and people’s
councils to collect and report the people’s views to
the State bodies and to check their handling of
matters. There must be a system of regular contacts
between the electorate and the deputies to the
National Assembly and the people’s councils, ensur-
ing the right of the electorate to control and dismiss
the deputies they have elected.

One of the primary tasks of the Government
Council and people’s committees at all levels is to
decide on directives and measures aimed at material-
izing more and more fully the people’s right to col-
lective mastery in various fields, political, economic,
cultural, and ensuring that this right be fully exer-
cised and respected.

To organize the close and strict control of the act-
ivities of State bodies is a very important measure
to increase the efficiency of the State. The con-
trolling structure includes the self-control system
within the State machinery and the control by the
Farty and the mass organizations. Control must
become a mechanism comweiling each organization,
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cach cacdre, each citizen to observe the Constitution,
laws, systems, regulations, and to do each job
well, ensure that each product is in keeping with the
qualitative and quantitative norms already set. The
peopie must exercise their rights mentioned in the
Constitution and the law to struggle against the
errors and faults in the management of the economy,
culture, and people’s life, compelling the State bodies
to ensure the correct and good exercise of the peo-
ple’s right to collective mastery. All State bodies,
from the centre down to the grassroots, must give
proper answers in time to all the questions raised by
the peorle. The mass media must expand their inves-
tigation and study activities to reflect the people’s
constructive views, criticizing the evils of bureau-
cracy and authoritarianism.

The people’s right to collective mastery through
the State under the leadership of the Party must be
sanctioned by the Constitution and the law. The
strength and basic content of socialist legislation lics
in the people’s right to collective mastery. Socialist
legislaticn must be ztrengthened so that all activities
of State hodies comply with laws and regulations.
really respect the citizens’ right to collective mastery
and guarantee their interests.

Along with working out the Sccialist Republic of
Vietnam's new Constitution, the National Assembly
will adopt laws regarding the organization of the
YTovernment Council, people’s councils, and people’s
committees at all levels as well as other laws and
regulations concerning the organization and activity
of the State. We should work out and promulgate in
time a more and more complete system of laws and
regulation, attention being given to the early
elaboraticn of economic iaws.
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The pecple's rigit to collective mastery is materiai-
ized not only by the State power but also by the
devotion of cadres and empioyees of the State and
their readiness to serve the people unconditionally.
We should sternly condemn such evils as arrogance,
authoritarianism, irresponsibility, even callousness
in face of the people’s difficulties and sufferings.
Ve must take effective measures to prevent a num-
ber of State cadres and employees from becoming
a caste of privileged people. The people’s right to
cuilective mastery must be materialized by the
thoughtful attitude of each citizen towards the com-
mon work of the collective and society, and by the
censtant fulfilment of his duties to the State and the
motherland.

Citizens’ rights and duties must be explicitly
defined by laws. All citizens are required to fulfil
their duties and abide by the law. Compulsion shall
be exercised against those who do not want to do
so and due punishment meted out to any law-
breakers.

In the final analysis, the efficiency of the State
rests with cadres. The ever-larger scope of State
activities requires a great number of qualified cadres
for each branch and each level, from the centre
down to the grassroots. Cadres of the State must
have gcod technological knowledge, high profession-
al skill, initiative and great organizational ability in
practice ; mcreover, they must be zealous, devoted,
seliless, highly responsible and disciplined; they
must merge themselves with the masses. In a word,
they must ke revolutionary cadres and not paper-
shuifling bureaucrats. The building up of this con-

tingent of cadres comes under the responsibility of
both our Party and State.

The Party leads all activities of society in the
frame-work of proletarian dictatorship. The Party
leadership is the supreme guarantee for the system
of collective mastery of the working people. for the

_existence and activity of the socialist State. There-

fore, to satisfactorily ensure the Party leadership
over the State is the decisive condition for strength-
ening the State and enhancing its efficiency. On the
other hand, without the State, the Party cannot lead
society and the people in building socialism. The
Party leadership and the people’s right to collective
mastery find their concentrated expression in the
State and are put into effect mainly through the
State activities. The State machinery must be un-
ceasingly strengthened with ever higher and acquire
ever greater power and managerial efficiency to
fulfil the political tasks put forward by the Party
and carry out the Party leadership over society. To
raise the organizational capability of the Party
means first of all to raise the Party’s capacity to
build, strengthen, use and develop the State as the
most effective instrument for organizing the imple-
mentation of the Party line and policies. The enhanc-
ed role and the improved managerial efficiency of
the State are the most important indication of the
organizational level and ability of the Party.

The Party decides the line and policies, orienta-
tion of State activity and the important questions
regarding the organization of the State machinery
at all levels. Through the State, the Party line and
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policies materialize as the decisions and the daily
actions of the masses themselves. The Party bases
itself on its organizations and on mass organizations
to control the activities of the State bodies in imple-
menting its line and policies and in respecting the
people’s right to collective mastery.

Cn the other hand, the Party respects the powers
and the laws of the State, deals in time with the
proposals of State bodies on directives and policies.
It compels all Party organizations, cadres and mem-
bers to respect their powers and to strictly imple-
ment the laws, decisions and instructions promul-
gated by these bodies, considering it a discipline of
the Party.

In leading the State, at present, the Party must
eliminate the confusion between Party work and
State work, and do away with the fact that Party
organizations in a number of places and grassroots
units assume work that should have been done by
State bodies, thus lessening the efficiency of the
State machinery and in fact reducing the leading
role of the Party. At the same time, we must oppose
the tendency to take the role and responsibility of
Party organizations in State bodies lightly, consider-
ing Party organization to be mere organs for prop-
aganda and motivation, playing no leading role;
we must also oppose the mechanical division of
work, separating the activities of Party committees
and those of State bodies, which is in essence sepa-
rating the adoption of directives and the organiza-
tion of their implementation.
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III — Giving Impetus to the Ideological and Cultural
Revolution, Building and Developing a New Culture

During the last period, the ideological and cultural
work has recorded great achievements, making a
worthy contribution to the revolutionary cause in
the whole country. Our nation’s great victory in the
patriotic war of resistance against US aggression is
not only the victory of a correct political or military
line, but also the victory of the Party policy on
culture.

It is the victory of Marxism — Leninism and the
ideas of socialism that have permeated the masses
more and more deeply ; victory of the will for inde-
pendence and freedom, of the traditional patriotism
that has been developed more vigorously than in
any other period of our nation’s history; it is the
victory of Vietnamese dignity, of the noble values
of the Vietnamese.

In the North, the sense of collective mastery has
begun to find its reflection in social life; the new
type of man is being gradually moulded. The achieve-
ments in developing national education are very

significant. Activities in the fields of culture, infor-
mation, literature, art, public health, physical cul-
ture, sports, and mother and child care all have a
record we may be proud of. Our people’s cultural
and moral life has undergone great and deep chan.ges.
However, there still remain many major questions
to be solved, many weaknesses and shortcomings to

be remedied.
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‘In the South, colonialism, neo-colonialism, and
thirty years of war have left serious consequ’ences
in the cultural and ideological fields, The US-pup;
f'aets tried many wicked schemes to create an enslav-
‘mg, depraved, mongrel, and extremely reactionary
‘culture,” and push a considerable number of young
city-dwellers to indulge in “fast living,” 3 pleasure‘—
seeking, egoistic, depraved, and parasitic life, and to
destroy our people’s national cultural vah;es and
healthy way of life. Qur fellow-countrymen in the
South have perseveringly opposed this neo-colonial-
1st “culture,” maintained and strongly developed
our nation’s traditions of patriotism, love for the
people. staunchness and indomitability preserved
and enhanced the national and democra7tic features
of our,_‘ culture, even in the areas subject to the
enemy's prolonged Occupation. Since liberation
u.nder the Party leadership, our people have eagerl};
risen up and taken many actions to eliminate the
consequences of the neo-colonialist “culture.” How-
ever. the struggle to completely remove its vestiges
and bad effects still constitutes a hard task.

Th'e new stage of revolution calls for Stepping up
t}‘le ideological and cultural revolution stil] more
vigorously. The central task of this revolution is to
mould people of 3 new type and to build a new cul-
ture; to disseminate and teach Marxism — Leninism
and‘tf'le Party line and policies, to make Marxism —
Ler'nfnsm prevail absolutely in our entire people’s
poh‘tlcal and moral life, to make the Party line and
policies deeply permeate cadres, Party members
Fmd the masses: to struggle against the reactionary
ideology and culture of imperialism, colonialism. of
the exploiting classes in general. Id the immedgate
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future. we should deeply and widely publicize the
resolutions of the Fourth National Party Congress,
thereby stirring a strong revoluticnary movement
of emulation to fulfil the 1976-1980 Five-Year Plan :
to carry out a nation-wide educational reform: td
step up the development of science, literature and
art to a new high; to teach the ideas of socialism
and the sense of collective mastery, to oppose bour-
geois ideology and the vestiges of feudal ideology,
to criticize petty-bourgeois ideology, to eradicate the
influence of the neo-colonialist ideology and “cul-
ture” in the South.

The Party must ensure leadership over all cultural
work so that the Party line may be implemented
through its mode of leadership, in conformity with
the characteristics of each cultural branch, in order
to fully develop its creative potential in cultural
activities. Cultural work must aim at serving the

- working people’s interests, the country and socialist

construction; adopt with selection, . criticism, and
creativeness the spiritual and cultural values of the
nation as well as of the civilization of mankind :
combine construction with transformation, widely
exercise criticism and self-criticism.

Below we shall speak about a number of concrete

~ tasks of the cultural and educational branches :

Over the past 16 years, in the North, although the
economic conditions were still poor and the whole
country was still in a state of war. a socialist edu-
cation has taken shape and has been developing
vigorously. The great achievements in the education-
al field have considerably contributed to the con-
struction of socialism and the defeating of the US
aggressors. This education has turned out genera-
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tions of Joung people imbued with love for their
country and socialism, brave and intelligent in la-
b.our and fighting. It has also trained .a large con-
tingent of intellectual workers. Thanks to their
‘ed.ucational level, the working people have begun to
prmg into play their ability for collective mastery
'n production, in economic and social managemen‘z
Thanks to their educational level, the armed forces.
have rapidly grasped military science and techniques
and made great progress in regularization and mo-
dernization. In the emulation movement for “goed
§tudy and good teaching” initiated in 1961 by Pres-
ident Ho Chi Minh, many typical advanced schools
teachers and students have emerged and a great’
deal of precious experience have been gathered in
the educational field.

In the newly-liberated areas, in one year and more
the p.eople’s power has by and large wiped out the:
reactionary US-puppet education and established a
new educational System, from general to higher
education level, with initial elements of socialist
character. The movement to eradicate illiteracy and
to expand complementary education is gaining mo-
mentum. The majority of children of working peo-
pie, who have long been kept in ignorance, can now
80 to school. The political and professional reedu-
cation and fostering of teachers of the former re-
gime has begun to yield good results, the training of
new teachers is being stepped up.

At present, in order to serve the building of the
sysitem of socialist collective mastery, large-scale
socialist production, the new culture, and new so-
cialist people efficiently, it is more imperative than
ever, that we push forward education work. A task
of particular importance is to carry out nationwide
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educational reform so as to iink the national educa-
tion system more closely with the socialist revolu-
tionary cause.

The object of the educational reform is to train
new qualified workers with a socialist mind, social-
ist virtues, a general education, necessary techno-
logical knowledge and professional skill, an aesthe-
tic mind and good health ; and on this basis to train
and foster technical workers, managers, scientific
workers, technicians, professionals on an ever-larger
scale, in a balanced and homogeneous way for each
branch and for each level, thereby meeting the coun-
try’s needs for economic and cultural development.

The educational reform must help our education
system grasp still more firmly the principle that
study should go along with practice, education with
productive labour, and schools should be linked to
society. We should raise the quality of the content
of education in all respects: modernization of the
curricula for science and technology, broadening of
economic managerial knowledge, stepped-up teach-
ing of Marxism — Leninism, the Party line and poli-
cies, and revolutionary morality ; we should foster
productive labour skill and scientific and technical
research capability ; give due attention to the edu-
cation of aesthetics, physical culture and military
training. In order to start and ensure the implemen-
tation of the educational reform we should find a
satisfactory solution to the question relating to the
reform of the pedagogical system, the approach to
the training, fostering, and rational use of teachers,
educational managers, the writing of text-books, the
construction of schoois, the improvement of man-
agement from the ministry down to school level, etc.
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The educational reform must perfect the integrat-
ed national system, comprising various kinds of
schools and various forms of study rationally relat-
ed to one another and creating proper opportunities
for everybody to study.

General education constitutes the cultural basis
of a country and the future strength of a nation. It
lays the preliminary groundwork, very important
for the all-sided development of the socialist Viet-
namese. We should eradicate illiteracy in newly-
liberated regions and in mountain and ethnic minor-
Ity areas rapidly, ensure that all youngsters and
children receive basic general education, gradually
reach secondary general education, and have equal
opportunities for their studies and for the develop-
ment of their talents. Establish schools which com-
bine study and production, Promote spare-time edu-
cation for workers, draw up suitable curricula and
study syllabuses for each category of students, com-
bine the teaching of general culture with that of
technical and managerial knowledge. We should
lay particular stress on the spare-time education of
southern cadres and youths who have gone through
revalutionary struggle. of cadres and youths of
highlands and ethnie minority areas, considering it
an important method to train staunch revolutionary
workers.

To develop the network of infant schools in a
planned way, to gradually receive all children of
infant-school age, and endeavour to raise the
quality of infant education to prepare children for
general-education schools well.

The system of higher and Secondary wocational
education has the task of training and fostering the
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contingents of socialist intellectuals, scientific worl'(-
ers, technicians, professionals, and ma.nagers in
keeping with the planning for the economic and cul-
tural development of the country, in order to en.dc.)w
them with political qualities and professiona_l ability
and to enable them to solve scientific, technical eco-
nomic management, and State management ques-
tions arising from the realities of our country.

We should reorganize, gradually expand, and per-
fect the system of universities, higher and seco‘n~
dary vocational schools all over the- count'r).'. Taxs
steps to build up a system of on-the-job training ar;
fostering with varied forms of study .so t.hat t"e
working people may study all their 11fe,'1mproxe
their professional ability and blroaden their kno?:l};
ledge. Cleverly integrate teaching and study V&fl-l
productive labour, with scientific and technologica
research and experimentation.

Vocational schools have the task of }raining and
fostering a great contingent of technical workers
and labour hands suited to each branch', endo“rf;i
with good political qualities, high professional sk1; ,
and good health. We should ensure the 1arge-sca.§
development of vocational schools, at the centre: a.n
locally ; work out a long-term pla.n for the 'cra'nnmgf
of workers soon, take steps to ral.se the quality o
the training, and expand the training e.and‘ fOSterlf'lg
of vocational teachers; step up the.buﬂdmg of. ’u?ei
necessary material and technical basis for VOC&FIOI-').B.
schools, and make a rational u§e of the ‘e>-<1st1n§
equipment of production bases in the training oZ
workers. .

In order to fulfil these tasks, the general, 'hlgher,
and vocational education branches must continue to
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‘ o emeee el LUS gOUd
teaching and good study” following the examples set
by typical vanguard schools, teachers and studeats,
Each branch must strive to have typical vanguard
schools, teachers and students in ever greater num-
ber, rouse and organize teachers, students, and ser-
vice staff to be the conscious collective masters of
the educational work in their respective unit, and
create conditions for the mass organizations in each
unit to really participate in school management.

Press, news agency, publishing, information ser-

vice, radio, television, cinema, photography activity
plays a most important role on the cultural anrJl
ideological front. |
. Abiding by the Party’s line and policies and keep-
ing in close touch with the realities of the revolu-
tionary struggle, the aforesaid branches must in time
shed light on the Party’s viéwpoints regarding im-
portant events in the political, economie, and cul-
tural life at home and abroad ;- contribute to raising
the socialist consciousness and the masses’ ardou;
opportunely and correctly guide puklic opinion. The;
mass media must be sensitive and cater as far as
possible the people with intellectual food in all fields.
lt.};us contributing to enriching the people’s cultural
ife,

We should further enlarge and heighten the con-
tent and method of expression of the press, radio.
moving pictures and publications. Make the publié
opinion organs correctly and vividly reflect the
realities of life in various fields, Reinforce the news-
papers, news agencies, radios information services,
publishing houses with cadres of good political stand-
ard and high professional skiil. Equip them with
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necessary means, supply them with required mate-
rials, and provide more and more radios and televi-
sicn sets to the people.

Over the past few decades, we have built up most
aspects of a socialist literature and art with various
branches: literature, theatricals, cinema, fine arts,
music, dance, circus, architecture, etc., bearing a
rather marked national character, and exerting quite
a deep influence on our people’s moral and senti-
mental life. With its achievements in reflecting our
nation’s two great resistance wars, our literature
and art is worthy to stand in the van of the anti-
imperialist cultures and arts of our time.

The revolution in the whole country is posing
new questions and life is making new demands on
literature and art. Our socialist literature and art
should endeavour to create beautiful and varied ar-
tistic imagery embodying our new society and man,
the working class, collective peasantry, socialist in-
tellectuals, and officers and men of the people’s
army, who reflect our people’s revolutionary patriot-
ism and other noble qualities. It must firmly assert
the new system, the new way of life, the new moral-
ity and develop the fine national traditions and
revolutionary traditions of our people. It must strive
to achieve artistic works of stature and with a high
degree of generalization about the exploits and mar-
vellous feats of the Vietnamese pecple, the victors
of the French and US imperialists, to bring out in
full relief the extraordinary strength of patriotism
and socialism, so as to stimulate and encourage the
construction and defence of the motherland, setting
a lasting example for future generations. Special
attention should be paid to the description of out-
standing collectives or individuals of the working
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people in the advance to large-scale socialist pro-
duction and the sccialist emulation fighters against
poverty and backwardness for the prosperity of the
motherland and for the happiness of the people. A
worthy part should be devoted to loyal, resourceful
and extremely brave mothers and women, and to
our fellow-countrymen of the ethnic minorities who
side body and soul with the entire nation to fight
the enemy and build a new life. Utmost importance
should be attached to the children, the future of the
nation, and to the young people, the vanguard force
in the present national construction and defence.

Independence, freedom, socialism, and communism
are the noblest ideals and the deepest aspirations of
our people. The whole country advancing to social-
ism with exalting fervour is the great reality unfold-
ing before us. It is the glorious task of socialist art
and literature and the noble responsibility of social-
ist artists and writers to reflect the struggle for the
complete triumph of socialism. Our art and literature
not only praises the new type of man and the fine
deeds in society, but also sternly and systematically
criticize negative actions in life, the vestiges of the
old society, the bad effects of colonialist and neo-
colonialist “culture” and art. We should adopt rev-
olutionary stand and use socialist realism to expose
the origin of the evils, to point out the way to eradi-
cate them so as to reach the final aim of affirming
the good and fostering absolute confidence in so-
cialism.

We should make efforts to develop the popular
culture and art movement and make it the basis of
the new culture and art. Professional cultural work-
ers and artists are greatly responsible for this
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movement and have to actively contribute to raising
the creative ability and the appreciation of art by
the working people, tc raising the quality and the
forms of cultural activity by the masses. Party comi-
mittees and State bodies at all levels, the trade-
unions, youth and women’s organizations must look
after the cultural and artistic activities of the mass-
es. regarding it as one of their major tasks. The
State should work out policies and take measures to
create favcourable conditions for everybedy {0 par-
ticipate in cultural and artistic activities, and to en-
sure that everybody, from the towns to the coun-
tryside, from densely-populated regions to remcte
and isolated localities, may respond more and mcore
fully to his need of cultural and artistic appreciation
and activity.

For literature and art to meet the new requre-
ments of the revolution, the contingent of artists
and writers must be fostered in Marxist — Leninist
world outlook and the line and policies of the Party
and the State; they must associate themselves with
the working people and the realities of the revolu-
tion. Their ranks should be broadened and always
open to young people. Artists'and writers in newly-
liberated areas should be helped to make continuous
ideological and political progress, tc be closely at-
tached to the revolution, and to put their talent to
the service of the motherland and the people.

Our Party encourages artists and writers to do
research and discover the new, at the same iime 1t
requests them to be fully conscious of their lofty
mission, to affirm their socialist stand in artijstic
creation as well as in the struggle to defend the rev-
olutionary line against all bourgeois and opportun-
ist tendencies and the bad influences of modernism
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1{1 art and literature. to oppose formalism, schema-
tlSII.l and naturalism, and to bring a wort};y cont;i-
buf.uon.to the common victory of the socialisi revo-
lution in our country. In order to ensure a fine and
steady development of literature and art, it is nec-
:tssf;;y to strengthen art and literacy criticism and

The preservation of historical relics and museum
worl.c are very effective in educating the masses
particularly the young generation, about patrioticm’
and ot.her pure sentiments. We should strengthuen
the existing museums and gradually build new ones
at central and provincial levels, build statues monu-
ments and memorial houses or traditions’ hc;uses in

vari ..
'arIOL?S localities and grassroots units; and preserve
historical relics well.

To ‘broaden the knowledge and raise the politica]
co.nsc1.oysness of the people. to eificiently serve the
SCIE.ntlflc and technological revolution and the ideo-
logical and cultural revolution, we must develép the
s.ys.tem of libraries from the centre, provinces
cities, down to districts and the grassro;ts Readin ’
should become a habit and everybody unde1; our ne\f

system should be made to consi 3
nsider readin indis-
pensable necessity. g an indis

'Motivation should be widely and consistently car-
r1e<.:1 out to create a new civilized way of life in
s'oc1ety; the beautiful should be brought into daily
life and productive labour. Plans should be worked
out for the construction of parks, palaces of culture
and children’s palaces in cities, towns, and township‘
Attention should be paid to the constfuction of clubs.
and cultural houses in residential quarters, factories,

cooperatives and schools, Utmost care should be
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given to the organization of a good cultural life in
the new economic regions. State farms. timber and
construction yards, ethnic minority regions, moun-
tain areas and offshcre islands. Besides the large
cultural centres and buildings designed as national
edifices, each region, province, city, district, village
and hamlet should build medium-size and small cul-
tural centres bearing its specific local features which
evidence the richness of our national culture. This
direction is important for the gradual elimination
of the difference between town and countryside,
between the plains and mountain areas.

To preserve and improve the people’s health is a
very important question related to the building and
defence of socialism, and to the people’s happiness.
This is a matter of primary concern to our regime,
a noble responsibility of our Party and our State,
and first of all of the public health and physical cul-
ture and sports services.

We must do our best to improve the people’s
health and increase their physical strength, fitting
everybody for the living, working and studying con-
ditions of the new stage, and to the requirements of
socialist industrialization and the consolidation of
national defence to defend the couniry. At the same
time. we must do away with the social after-effects
of war, colonialism and neo-colonialism.

To this end, the public health service must be
firmly based on prophylaxis and. together with the
physical culture and sport branch, launch a move-
ment of hygiene and gymnastics throughout the
country, considering this an indispensable part of the
movement to build up a new way of life. In prophy-
lactic work, we must clean up the environment and
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find radical solutions to the questions of treating
excrement, waier and garbage; we must get rid of
disease carriers, strictly apply food hygiene and
school hygiene, organize vaccination well. and pre-
vent and wipe out epidemics in time. Eradicate social
diseases, above all malaria, tuberculosis and vene-
real diseases. We must take active measures to pre-
vent environmental pollution in the process of indus-
trial development. Strictly enforce the rules of
labour hygiene, take steps to prevent and cure
occupational diseases efficaciously. Endeavour to
deal with the after-effects of war wounds satisfac-
torily and to restore working capacity to the wound-
ed rapidly.

Medical examination and treatment must be
bettered, diseases promptly detected and activély and
thoroughly treated ; the examination and treatment
of out-patients expanded ; efforts made to extend the
medical service to each production team, each fam-
ily, and each citizen. The people’s health and diseas-
es must be properly taken charge of so as to reduce
sickness, disabiement and death to a minimum, and
to preclong their working age and life span. Special
importance must be attached to the health of chil-
dren, mothers, ethnic minorities and the aged.

We should make full use of the favourable natural
conditions of our country and the results of the
gradual development of economy and culture to
properly organize rest, recreation and health build-
up for the working people. The people should be
persuaded to give up bad habits harmful to their
health and teo develop a hygienic and healthy way
of life.

In order to raise unceasingly the capacity and
quality of the prevention and treatment of diseases.
we must combine modern medicine and the nation’s
traditional medicine, apply and improve on the
advanced achievements of the world's medicine
while attaching due importance to the development
of national medicine, actively learn from, apply
and improve on the achievements and experience
of national medicine, and gradually build up
Vietnamese medical science. Expand the abundant
natural medicinal rescurces in the country in
a planned way, build up Vietnamese pharmacy,
develop the pharmaceutical industry rapidly and
promote the production of medical equipment.

In the development of the medical service, we
must strengthen and perfect the people’s medical
network at all levels, especially the grassroots and
the district levels, so as to make these two levels
beccme an organic structure ensuring the basic
satisfaction of the medical needs of our entire people.

Continue strengthening and expanding the medical
and pharmaceuticzl research bases, step up the train-
ing and fostering of medical and pharmaceutical
workers so as to have an homogeneous and suitable
contingent of cadres wno are highly skilled, imbued
with the teaching of President Ho Chi Minh that
“a physician must be like a kind mother,” profession-
ally and technically qualified, and capable of moti-
vating ithe masses to participate in the protection
and improvement of public health.

A naticn-wide mass movement of physical culture
and sports snould be promoted, first and foremost at
grassrocts level, to serve production, work, study
and national defence effectively, thus contributing
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to the moulding of the new type of man and the
establishment of a npew way of life. The training
and fostering of guides. instructors, sports enthu-
siasts and managers should be expanded; research
in the science of physical culture and sports stepped
up, the material and technical bases for physical cul-
ture and sports rationally used and properly main-
tained, and new bases constructed SO as to ensure 3
strong, steady, and continuous advance of physical
culture and sports in our country.

Mother and child care is very important for the
moulding of people of a new type, the preservation
and development of the race, the practising of
equality between men and women, and the protec-
tion and promotion of woman labour. It is also a big

social problem closely related to the country’s eco- -

nomic and cultural development. We should continue
to push forward the campaign for family planning
to achieve g reasonable rate of population growth ;
endeavour to prevent and treat gynaecological and
occupational diseases among women workers. The
bringing up of children must be well organized, ade-
quate nurseries and kindergartens set up every-
where ; service means and toys made and supplied
to them in sufficient quantities. The nurses should
be carefully chosen, wei] trained, their love for
children fostered constantly, and they should be
treated as they deserve by the State and the people,

The organization of thoughtful care for and as-
sistance to the war wounded, war martyrs’ families,
and families that have done good service to the rev-
olution is a great task of the State, the Front. mass
organizations, all branches, all levels and the peo-
ple as a whole. Gur people have always behaved
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considerately towards those sons who have sacrifie-
ed their lives for the motherland’s independence and
ireedom, for the people’s happiness. We should‘ c.f:lre
attentivély for the treatment of the soldiers’ 11.1—
nesses and wounds, and the improvement of their
health, supply them with all necessary means a}nd
specialized aids, organize their vocational education
well and allot them suitable jobs. We should look
after the material and moral life of the war wounded
and the war martyrs’ families in a devoted manner,
all the policies and regulations regarding the war
wounded and the war martyrs’ families must be
fully implemented. Those persons and families that
have done good service to the revolution shquld be
duly commended and rewarded, and solicitously
helped with their needs.

Orphans, helpless aged people, needy invalids and
other victims of the war of aggression and neo-colo-
nialism should receive adequate attention, and be
ensured a settled, healthy and happy life.

We must rely on the entire people’s forces, stir‘ up
a broad mass movement, and at the same tifne im-
prove the organizing role of the State to fulfil these
heavy social tasks successfully.
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PROMOTE SOCIALIST LEGALITY, ENSURE THE
PEOPLES RIGHT TO COLECTIVE MASTEZRY

(Excerpts from a speech delivered at the National
Conference of the Control Branch — 22 March 1967)

1— On Proletarian Dictatorship

When we speak of socialist legality, we must first
of all have a thorough understanding of the problem
of proletarian dictatorship.

Some people say that the fundamental point in
Marxist theory is class struggle. That is not correct.
Lenin pointed out: “To limit Marxism to the theory
of class struggle is to trim and falsify Marxism, to
belittle it into something acceptable to the bour-
geoisie. Only those who enlarge the acceptance of
class struggle to the extent of accepting proletarian
dictatorship are Marxists. That is the basic differ-
ence between Marxists and vulgar petty-bourgeois
(and even big bourgeois)” .

Marx himself acknowledged that his merit was
neither to have discovered the existence of classes
in modern society, nor the struggle among those
classes. He admitted that long before him, many

1. Lenin “State and Revolution” Complete Works, Su That
Publishing Houce, 1963, vol 25, pp. 479-480 (in Vietnamese).
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bourgeois historians had presented historical devel-
opment of class struggle and many bourgeois econ-
omists had analyzed classes from an economic
viewpoint. Marx’s contribution was 10 have demon-
strated that:

1. The existence of classes is connected only with
the historical stages of cevelopment of production ;

9. Class struggle necessarily leads to proletarian

dictatorship ;

3. This dictatorship is itself a transitional step to-
ward the liquidation of all classes, and the achieve-
ment of a classless society.

Since there have been antagonistic classes, the
history of mankind has gone through many differ-
ent social systems and known many different kinds
of State. However there are only, briefly speaking,
two categories of dictatorship: firstly the dictator-
ship of exploiting classes over those exploited; and
secondly the dictatorship of exploited classes over
the exploiters.

Under capitalism, class struggle waged by the
working class against the bourgeoisie must of neces-
sity lead to proletarian dictatorship. To free itself,
the working class must overthrow the domination
of the bourgeoisie, take power, and set up the revo-
lutionary dictatorship of its own class. This is to be
immediately followed by a period of revolutionary
transformation in all fields with a view to shifting
from capitalist society to communist society.

The dictatorships of the classes of slave owners.
feudalists and the bourgeoisie are all aimed at serv-
ing the selfish interests of a minority of exploiters.
To attain this goal, the exploiting classes need an
instrument, a machine with which to repress — in
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t.;;n t; i:cate. +ney must rely on violence to main

. éir system of exploitation, Hence, violence is

e thssence ?nd the main objectipe of States set up

ot suixpl?ztesrs. Many bourgeois scholars described

geols State as a perman

. : ent order i

. : , an impar-

: ;i arbiter standing above social classes. All tl?ese

bouﬁ;mﬁen_ts are aimed at hiding this basic fact: the

€olsie resorts to crude vi ,

iolence to crack

; : ck down

pon the working class and the working people who

constitute the overwhelm;i jori
ot ming majority of the popu-

On
oo mthe other h.and. proletarian dictatorship is the
yesem ;ff lcollectwe mastery of the popular masses
er the leadership of the i
' proletariat. It j i
e po . 1t 1s the dic-
° :rsllc';lpt }?f the ;nagomty constituted by the oppress
€ exploited to o inori )
; PPoOse a minority whi
t;;;me;-iy oppressed and exploited them. It i}s’ a 1}11613(\:’}:
€ oState, a transitiona]l S '
pe ' tate, not a State in
anmal meaning of that word. In the period of zhe
Vc.zgle fron.1 capitalism to socialism and communiix:x—
10lence is still necessary to defend the nation t’
O o . ’ 0
t }f)epobse forez.g‘n aggression, repress the resistance of
ourgeoisie and other reactionary classes which

i};i:ste:, ;o as to def.end the interests of the working
n. the working beople. But the birth of th
pro.lc?tarlan State is not only in order to -
plmtmg classes but also to achieve anoife;f::ess ore
r1rrlr(1);‘),ort;n1nt objective : that is to build socialis’mmxc":
o ueptaenz};:tem'of exploitation of man by man’ and
D @ ne f;e;g:me, a New society, establish a new
tence e o for nevsr ty'pe people. That is why vio-
S 1€ main function of the proletarian
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State. It is only a provisional phenomenon: when
classes no longer exist, violence will disappear and
the State will wither away.

The bourgeois State will never disappear by it-
self : its disappearance comes only as a result of the
resolute revolutionary struggle waged by the work-
ing class and the working people. The idea of disap-
pearance of the State is a new one in connection
with the proletarian State. The seli-disappearance
of the proletarian State is a long process which de-
pends on the development of the higher state of
communism. But we can ascertain that the State of
proletarian dictatorship is a “transitional form from
State to non-State” and that “proletarian dictator-
ship is the last stage of existence of social classes,
and also the last stage of existence of States.”

Marxism — Leninism points out that in history,
dictatorship and democracy are closely combined.
Democracy is a form of administration, a form of
State. While observing democracy vis-a-vis a given
class, the State exercises dictatorship and coercion
in a systematic manner towards other classes. The
problem is to know who practices dictatorship
against whom and democracy towards whom.

Dictatorship and democracy always have a class
character and concrete historical content. In our
country in the stage of democratic national revolu-
tion, dictatorship was directed against the colonial-
ist aggressors, the feudal class and their agents, the
traitors to the nation, while the most basic content
of democracy was land reform. Now we have attain-
ed the stage of socialist revolution, dictatorship is
directed against the bourgeoisie and forces opposing
socialism. while the main and highest content of
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democracy is collective ownership of principal means
of production, a system of economic management
along socialist lines and a fair and reasonable sys-
tem of distribution of products.

To understand the true nature of a political sys-
tem, we Marwicts have to examine which class’s in-
terests are defended by State power, which class it
serves which policies it implements in the political,
economic and social fields. From this viewpoint we
see that in history, with the exception of the auto-
cratic regimes of kings and emperors, there existed
only two kinds of democracy : bourgeois democracy
and proletarian demeocracy, and of the two the high-
est form of democracy is proletarian democracy.

Bourgeois democracy is democracy for- bourgeois,
parasitic and exploiting elements cnly, while for the
working class and working people democratic in-
stitutions are restricted by all kinds of limitations
and exceptions, so much so that there remains only
the appearance of democracy. To put in Marx’s way,
it boils down to “giving the oppressed people the
right to decide, once in several years, who among
the representatives of oppressing classes, will repre-
sent them in Parliament and oppress them.”

In the stage of passage to socialism and com-
munism. State power may have various, forms, but
it is a new-type State and a system of highest
democracy. For the first time in history those who
were oppressed and exploited can enjoy the broadest
democratic rights, not only in the political field,
but also economically and socially. Workers, peas-
ants and other strata of the working pecple hold the
power machinery anc decide all State affairs from
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central to local levels. Socialist relations of produc-
tion ensure them the right to be masters of factories
and lands, and give them the conditions to take in-
creasingly a direct part in the management of the
economy enterprises and co-operatives. The socialist
State defends the system of collective ownership of
means of production, and at the same time ensures
that everybcody enjoys equal rights in work and in
the distribution of socal products. Alongside the
revolution in economy and in sofar as is allowed by
social production, democratic rights in the social
field are also ensured.

For various objective reasons, however there are
still limitations to socialist democracy. First, exploit-
ing classes who have been overthrown do not
resign themselves overnight to obeying revolution-
ary orders without showing any kind of reaction.
Hence, parsllel to the application of measures ensur-
ing the people’s democratic rights, proletarian dicta-
torship should not at any rate allow freedom of
action to counter-revolutionaries.

Moreover, a cemocratic regime is always linked
with the economic basis of society; it exerts an in-
fluence on the economy and pushes forward economic
transformation ; but conversely it is influenced by
economic development. So long as the forces of pro-
duction are still underdeveloped and cannot turn out
a very large quantity of products, we cannot talk
of perfect democracy and perfect equality. Social-
ism as the lower stage of comraunism, can only
remove the monopoly and prerogatives of the oppres-
sors and exploiters and can only liquidate “bour-
geois legality” in the field of ownership of means
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OI production. With regard to distribution of pro-
ducts, although there occurs a fundamental qualita-
tive change in the principle of distribution compared
with the old society, elements of unequality stil]
remain. Among workers, some are stronger and
others weaker, some have many children and others
less; therefore although those doing the same
labour receive the Same salary their incomes are in
practice unequal. So long as old parents and children
not yet of working age are stil] dependent upon the

income of these workers, there can be no absolute
social equality.

For all these reasons socialist democracy is not
yet a truly perfect democracy. Only when commu-
nism is achieved and the slogan “from each according
to his ability to each according to his needs” is turn-
ed into reality, only when classes are erased can
there be truly perfect democracy. We are now at the
first stage of the period of transition to socialism,
We will have to g0 a long way before attaining the
fullest freedom and democracy. At present, objec-
tive conditions of social production still bind us in
many respects. However, we should not make objec-
tive economic conditions a pretext to limit or in-
fringe upon the people’s democratic freedoms. On
the contrary, while building the new regime and new
e€conomy, our socialist State must of necessity en-
large democracy and apply measures to guarantee the
people’s democratic freedoms. Moreover, our Party
and State are in perfect a position to take advantage
of objective économic laws and of new facilities
afforded by the current period to win victory for
socialism in the quickest way and on this basis to
achieve the best system of distribution so as to limit
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and gradually to remove all discrepancies between

workers. |

According to a universal law of. proletarian
revolution, the struggle of the working <.:lz.ass to
destroy the State machinery of the bourgeoisie and
set up proletarian dictatorship often .takes place
with some form of violence. After th? right to mas-
tery of the working class and qukmg people hgi
been established, class struggle will cox}tn.lue unti
classes are totally liquidated. This prmc1p1¢? was
mentioned by Marx and Lenin time and- agam. So
class struggle is not a new problem for soc1.a1{st revo-
lution in the period of transition to soc.xahsm and
communism. What is important is to dlscove? 1.:he
content, form and method of class struggle fitting
each revolutionary stage. Lenin outlined many folrms
and means of struggle— bloody and ‘blood ess,
violent and peaceful, military and economic, educa-
tional and administrative.

Proletarian dictatorship does not mean only th.e
use of violence against the exploiFers, nor do.es it
consist mainly of violence. In different periods,
proletarian dictatorship has differer?t content, fo'rr;l:
and methods of work. In the pel“lod of the? ﬁfh
against foreign imperialist and thelr.close allies f
national reactionary forces, violencg is the outst:;n(;s
ing aspect of proletarian dictatorship. But 'Fhat 9 s
not mean that in this period no co.nstrucnve.vl/'lorf
is undertaken. On the other hand., in the period o
socialist construction, the ou'gstandmg tasks perfo:rrlr;:
ed by proletarian dictatorship are: economic ran.i_
formation and development, cultural work, orgd "
zational work and legislation. Of course.z, th?.t t(;lis
not mean that violence no longer exists in

63




period. What should be noticed is that we cannot
achieve the goal of building socialism and commu-
nism only through the overthrow of exploiting
classes, but in the whole transitional period we
should carry out socialist transformation and con-
struction of the entire national economy on the basis
of collective ownership of the means of production,
and we should bring about a renewal in all aspects
of moral and material life of society. This is a long-
drawn out, difficult, and complex work.

The present people’s democratic State in the North
is a new form of proletarian dictatorship. It is the
State of the working class and working people, the
State of the overwhelming majority of the people.
It enjoys the support of at least 98 per cent of the
population, therefore it is not hard to use the
violence of 98 per cent of the population to crack
down upon the remaining 2 per cent representing the
overthrown exploiting class and other reactionary
elements. And this by no means represents the main
aspects of our State’s activities.

Lenin said in this connection, “The special organ-
ism, the special machinery of repression, which is
the States is still necessary, but it is already a tran-
sitional State, and no longer a State in its original
sense, because the repression of a minority of ex-
ploited people by a majority who yesterday was
slaves and hired wage-earners is relatively easy,
simple and natural, therefore it costs less blood than
the repression of rebellions by slaves, serfs and hir-

ed workers’™ .

1. Lenin, Se¢lected Works, Su That Publishing House,

Hanoi, 1956, vol. II, part 1, p. 253 (in Vietnamese).
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This does not mean that we may indulge in slack-
ening vigilance with regard to opposition plots and
reaction by reactionary forces especially when the
country is facing foreign aggression. While in the
world an extremely acute class struggle is taking
place against imperialism headed by the US, and in
our country class struggle is taking on a decisive
form — the form of national liberation war and war
for the defence of the Fatherland to oppose the war
of aggression by US neo-colonialism and imperial-
ism, — we must of necessity have at our disposal
very powerful, very efficient and very sharp instru-
ments of violence to hold firm our sovereignty,
defend our independence and freedom so as to stem
in time any political rebellions which the US im-
perialists and their lackeys in the South are hoping
to stir up. -

But the problem is put in different terms with
regard to the people. We often say that our State is
the “highest organ of power”. But it should be un-
derstood that power here belongs to the people, a
power “of the people, for the people and by the peo-
ple”. All State organs and cadres are but faithful
servants of the people as President Ho often said.
The violence we often have to use in the transitional
period should be directed at the people’s enemy. The
exploiting classes in general, and the bourgeoisie in
particular. in order to maintain their regimes, have
to make use of violence against the people in a
decisive way. since their interests are opposed to
those of the working people. The interests of the
working class which is the leading one, and those of
the working people and of the entire nation fall
together ; if the proletarian State uses violence
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tge h;t; r;‘s;s v(;:th;;lhxg ‘ pe‘ople that would mean that
with thaee ot e Wc.)rx.mg class no longer concord
o o} tm? majority of the people, and that

€ scmething unwholesome, a bad phenome-

g}yfz: n:;);:l:l l.aexflgsl that is through social relations.
ety bo-c1et1e.s the ruling classes took for them-
ot 11?2 gainsg ‘Sf ma'nkind in the conquest of
o SO,- : urneFi «i€m into their own property.

clal revolutions at those times only led to

To carry out three revolutions: revolution in re-
lations of production, scientific and technical revo-
lution. and ideological and cultural revolution. is
aimed at meeting these requirements. Our proletarian
dictatorship is closely linked with those three revo-
lutions. If we lose sight of proletarian dictatorship,
the line for those three revolution will be de-
viated and their class content will be blurred. Con-
versely, if the three revolutions are not taken as
the basic content of activities, we would not attain
the objective of winning victory for socialism, which
proletarian dictatorship is aimed at. That is why we
say that in the conditions of proletarian dictatorship,

to carry out the three revolutions is to continue

class struggle in new forms. To win mastery

in politics, to set up proletarian dictatorship is a
prerequisite for carrying out the three revolutions.
But political mastery is guaranteed only when we
have new social relationships, and no longer class
exploitation and repression, when we dispose of a
highly-developed force of production that can give
abundant products to society and when there emerge
new men entirely emancipated from the remnants
of the past. In other words the working people’s
right to mastery in pelitics is guaranteed only when
they have become absolute masters of society, nature
and their own persons. Once this absolute mastery
is secured, men will have taken a leap forward,
“from the realm of necessity to the realm of free-
dom™ as Engels said.

To achieve proletarian dictatorship,
build up new political forces while repressing and

transforming reactionary ones.

we must
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To build up and consolidate new political forces.
first of all there shoul be a strong and solid Com-
munist Party, because no proletarian dictatorship
can be materialized without a correct leadership by
the Party, and no State power can stand firm if
there is no Party with a strong revolutionary moti-
vation, a Party loyal to the interests of the class and
nation, enjoying the full confidence and support of
the masses, and capable of serving as a general
ctaff for the working class and of leading all the
working people onto the path of struggle against
class oppression and exploitation for the liquidation
of the old society and the building of a new one.

Such a Party can only be a Party following Marx-
ism — Leninism, a Party of the working class. Some
comrades believe that the Communist Party is the

arty of the poor. Such a simplistic conception of
the Communist Party is neither accurate nor scien-
tific from the viewpoint of Marxism — Leninism. The
working class is not only a poor class and an exploit-
ed one in a general sense. The capitalist mode of
production not only gives the working class a grow-
ing power with regard to nature, it also transforms
the working class into an organized social force ca-
pable of overthrowing the old regime, setting up a
new one on the basis of grasping the objective laws
of development of history. The systems of slave
ownership and serfdom could not give such capabili-
ties to the classes of slaves and serfs, consequently
all uprisings of slaves and serfs were more or less
spontanecus, unorganized and anarchic. In modern
times, the working class is the only class capable of
leading the revolution, and it is in fact playing the
role of leader of the revolution, this is because the
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working class is provided with economiec, social and
historical conditions consonant with the objective
development of society. That is why it is a class
representative of the inevitable trend of history and
the future of human society.

In the conditions of our agricultural country. it
is no easy task to build up a Party that is really one
of the working class. Most of our cadres and Party
members are born from working peasant families.
Peasant and petty bourgeois conceptions are inher-
ent in them not only in the field of ideology, but
also in economic thinking, in the management of
industry, agriculture, finance and trade. We cadres
and Party members should be fully aware of this,
strive for our own ideological remoulding, and train -
ourselves so as to have the platform and viewpoints
of the working class, otherwise we may be exposed
to deviations and errors in putting into effect the
Party’s lines and policies.

To have the platferm of the working class is not
only a matter of intellectual thinking, it is also a
matter of sentiment. Many of our comrades, espec-
ially the intellectuals, have taken part in revolu-
tionary activities for long years, but they have
understood the working class only in an intellectual
way, and have not fostered in themselves the genuine
sentiments of the working class; they need a long
process of tempering to heighten their working class
consciousness from the intellectual to the sentiment-
al level. Only in this way can they have revolution-
ary zeal and stauinchness.

As we know, Marxism — Leninism is a weapon for
class struggle and socialist construction in the hands
of the working class. It reflects, and is the epitome
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of, the workers’ movement; it represents the plat-
form and viewpoints of the working class in the
fields of philosophy, economy and sociology. There-
fore, if one does not stand on the platform of the
working class. one cannot understand Marxism —
Leninism ; and conversely there can be no Marxism—
Leninism outside the platform and viewpoints of
the working class. Moreover, Marxism — Leninism is
a science. To understand it and be able to apply it to
the work of social transformation, we must devote
strenuous efforts to study it. That is why it is not
enough to have the sentiments of the working class.
we must also have knowledge of the revolution.

lass sentiments help us grasp knowledge of the
revolution, conversely knowledge of the revolution
helps us consolidate class sentiments.

To perform soccialist revolution is not only to
overthrow the exploiting classes and crack down
upon reactionary forces, but is fundamentally to
build up a new scciety. To lead socialist revolution
and to bring to success such a revolutionary under-
taking, our Party should be fully capable of apply-
ing Marxism — Leninism to the realities of the Viet-
namese revolution. Our Party should grasp the uni-
versal principles of scientific socialism and the laws
of economic and social development of Vietnam, it
sheuld have knowiedge about economic manage-
ment, about science and technology and on this basis
it wiil correctly chart the line of socialist construc-
tion in our country so as to give guidance to all
eccnomic, cultural and other activities of the Party
and State.

To become a strong and solid Party, ours must
have not only a correct line, but also a contingent
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of excellent cadres. Cadres form a general staif for
the masses, they provide a link between the Party
and the masses and must elicit the people’s confi-
dence, admiration and affection. We always conduct
meticulcus investigation and selection in admit-
ting new Party members; in spite of all that, we
cannot avoid admitting into the Party bad or inade-
quate elements. Moreover the poisons of non-prole-
tarian ideclogies, which were rife in the old society,
and remnants of the past which cannot be easily
removed from human minds, may turn a small
number of cadres and Party members lacking mili-
tancy into “prisoners” of individualism and cause
them to change colours and fall into decadence. That
is why control should be exerted regularly on cadres
and Party members to remove from the Party ail
bad elements. Concurrently we should drive ahead
educational, propaganda and organizational work
so as to inculcate continually into cadres and Party
members the sense of dedication, loyalty and self-
sacrifice for the cause of the class and the nation.
to urge them to tighten the bonds between the Party
and the masses, and to observe discipline strictly so
as to increase constantly the Party’s fighting capa-
bility, and preserve its ideological purity and organ-
izational unity.

The Party’s leadership is the determining factor
in the achievement of proletarian dictatorship. How-
ever proletarian dictatcrship is not the Party’s dic-
tatorship, nor is it the rule of any political group.
Proletarian dictatorship is the rule of the working
class in its capacity as the class leading the revolu-
tion. As far as the Party is concerned. it is oniy the
most politically awakened, and the most organized
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sezment of the working class. The Party’s leadership
and the content of proletarian dictatorship cannot
be viewed as one. With its own strength alone, the
Party would not be able to carry out economic trans-
formation and construction, cultural development,
national defence, repression and prevention of coun-
ter-revolutionary elements. All policies and lines of
the Party will become reality only through the will
and actions of the working class and working people
and through their support, their goodwill and their
ability to carry them out. That is why in its lines and
policies the Party should take into account the will,
aspirations and political consciousness of the masses.

If proletarian dictatorship is understood as of the
dictatorship of the Party, then the Party would be
attributed the function of practising violence against
the working class and working people. Such a con-
ception would result in turning the Party into a
group of dictators, losing all relationship with the
working class and the labouring masses. This would
undermine the Party’s strength in a fundamental
way, because the Party can in no way make use of
violence to win the confidence of the working class
and the labouring masses, nor can it in any way
build up its prestige on unlimited power over the
masses.

Second, we should build up and consolidate the
block of worker-peasant aliiance. This is a matter of
principle, to consolidate the leadership of the work-
ing people and to maintain and strengthen proleta-
rian dictatorship. The practice of revolution in our
country has shown that the workers and the peas-
ants are the main forces of the national democratic
revolution, and now the working class and the class
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of collective peasants are the principal forces to
fulfil the tasks of socialist revolution.

This alliance manifests itself first and foremost
in the establishment of a worker-peasant state. We
say that our people’s democratic State assumes the
function of proletarian dictatorship, this means that
our State is the main instrument to carry out social-
ist transformation and construction. The line of our
State power is that of the working class, and the
instruments of violence, such asthe army and police.
are submitted to absolute leadership by the work-
ing class through its vanguard Party. State power
results from elections by the Workers, peasants, in-
tellectuals and other working people; participants .
in State power include not-only the representatives
of the working class, but also those of the collective
peasantry and other strata of the labouring people.
including the intellectuals closely linked with the
workers and the peasants.

Our State is representative of the will and aspi-

‘rations of various strata of the labouring people, in

the first place of the workers and the peasants. and
only through the fcrces of these two classes can
proletarian dictatorship fulfil all its functions.
Hence our people’s democratic State is in its essence
a worker-peasant State.

The main content of worker-peasant alliance in
socialist revolution is mutual assistance between the
working class and the collective peasantry in the
work of economic transformation and construction
and cultural development. To consolidate the block
of worker-peasant alliance, we are carrying on two
big undertakings: agricultural collectivization and
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socialist industrialization. As I have repeated. co-
operativized agriculture is the product of both class-
es. the peasants and the workers; socialist indus-
trialization is the work of the working class and at
the same time the work of the collective peasantry
and the stratum of socialist intelligentsia. To achieve
co-operativization, develop the agricultural econ-
omy in an all-round fashion and build up socialist
rural areas, the working peasantry absolutely needs
leadership by the working class and its increasing
aid in finance, equipment and training of cadres.
The more industry is developed, the more it is ca-
pable of helping agriculture. The working class is
the main force in building up socialist big industry,
but were it not for the centributicn in labour power,
food and raw materials by the class of collective
peasants, industry would not be able to develop,
because agriculture is the foundation for the devel-
opment of industry.

Tos achieve worker-peasant alliance in the two
above-mentioned revolutionary undertakings, our
Party must have sound policies concerning prices,
taxes, State purchases and distribution of products.
For the last few years, the policy of prices with re-
gard io industrial ccmmodities and agricultural pro-
ducts, the policy of paying factories of profits to the
State, and the policy of State purchase of agricul-
tural products have been mapped out on the basis
of calculations of the relationships between the work-
ers and the peasants’ productivity. The percentag=
of mobilization and the percentiage of investment into
industry, agriculture and the various branches ot
cnomy and culture are all aimed at meeting polit-

and economic requirements in each stage of the
rericd of socialist revolution.
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In the last thirty years the Party’s line of social-
ist transformation and construction and the Party’s
iine of economic construction and cultural develop-
ment have been basically correct. They have tight-
ened the bonds of worker-peasant alliance and mo-
bilized all the talents of the workers collective peas-
ants and socialist intellectuals into national con-
struction. Up to now our Party has advocated no dis-
crimination between workers and peasants with re-
gard to their political, economic, cultural and social
rights, since this would run counter to the goals of
socialism and communism, which is to blur gradually
the discrepancies between cities and countryside,
and to turn the peasants’ labour into a kind of in-
dustrial labour. We cadres and Party members
should be fully aware of this and respect the equal-
ity between workers and peasants and unceasingly
consolidate the worker-peasant alliance, which is
the highest principle of proletarian dictatorship.

Third. we should build up and consolidate such
organizations as trade unions, co-operatives, people's
councils at various levels and the youth and women’s
unions, as they constitute transmission belts linking
the Party to the masses, and, together with the
Party, are components of the system of proletarian
dictatorship. The strength of proletarian dictator-
ship is not based on bayonets. on the police or on
money. It springs from masses. Zach of the above
organizations has its own objects and functions, but
all of them are mass organizations under the Party’s
leadership, and are entrusted with the task of trans-
forming the policies and lines of the Party into as-
pirations and acts of the masses. If those crganiza-
tions do not exist or are not relied upon proletarian
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dictatorship would not be able to carry out its func-
tions. In the present stage, on the foundation of a
consolidated worker-peasant alliance, we should at-
tach importance to the work of the Front, with a
view to rallying and uniting broad patriotic forces
to impel forward our anti-US patriotic resistance
and socialist construction.

While building up new political forces, we should
do a good job in repressing counter-revolutionary
elements. Repression is directed against those belong-
ing to exploiting classes. Although they have lost
their political and economic positions, they do not
resign themselves to accepting the revolutionary

order, and still nurture plans to stand up and oppose

the new regime. Repression is also directed against
agents of imperialism, such as spies, commandoes,
pirates carrying out underground activities, and at-
tempting to set up sabotage groups and reactionary
parties with a view to opposing the revolution. They
are not numerous, but are very dangerous, because
they have a spirit of class revenge or are “uprooted”
elements who had sold themselves to the reaction-
aries and strongly hate the new regime. We must
be highly vigilant and efficiently use our instru-
ments of violence to punish them as they deserve.
For the last few years, the enemy has introduced
many spies and commandoes into the North, hoping
to use them and internal reactionary organizations
to sabotage our rear bases, but their plots have been
smashed and our order and security safeguarded.
This shows that we have in the main succeeded in
repressing counter-revolutionary elements, that po-
litical forces in the north are very good and very
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powerful, and our political regime very solid. How-
ever we should not indulge in subjectivism and
self-complacency. We should not overestimate their
forces, on the other hand we should not under-esti-
mate their opposition which may be very fierce in
times of difficulty and where our leadership slack-
ens, shows deficiencies or lacks vigilance.

Beside repressing reactionary forces, we have to
perform preventive and reformative work well. Re-
pression and reformation are connected with each
other, but we must draw a distinction between
them, as it is not correct to put them on the same
footing. Reformation opens the way to progress to
those who formerly took a direct part in exploita-
tion but now prefer to engage in honest activities to
earn their living so as to become working people
under the new regime; or to those who formerly -
willingly or unwillingly were members of reac-
tionary military or political organizations but now
return to the just cause and to the nation. Commu-
nism admits no personal grudge. It advocates the
ending of exploitation and oppression, and brings a
new life to everyone; that is why only in cases of
necessity do use resort to violence to repress those
who oppose the common cause of the class and the
nation. Punishment is reserved for those who take
the path of betrayal or refuse to renounce their faulty
past. Apart from this minority. the new regime opens
its arms to all those who still have a minimum of
national feeling and is ready to reserve them a
meritorious place in the community of working
people. As regards the children of members of former
exploiting classes, or of these subjected to reforma-
tion or repression, we do not consider them to be
at fault because we know that people cannot choose
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the milieu they are born into. Hence our policy is
to create conditions for them to study and work so
that they can progress, develop their talents and
contribute to the building of a new society. We may
use them in the economie, cultural or social branches
in accordance with their capabilities and their
ardour. We trust that the overwhelming majority of
those people will follow the same path as we do.
Nevertheless we should not slacken vigilance when
dealing with concrete cases, and should be very
careful and abide by fixed regulations.

Such a policy applied by us is consonant with the
Marxist — Leninist goal of social transformation
which is to strengthen continually political and
moral unity among the people in order to consolidate
further the block of national unity. Some branches
of activity are given the task of looking minutely
into the social relationships of certain people: they
have to examine both the good and the bad, both the
positive and negative influences exerted on those
people, and what is very important, they should have
a very high sense of responsibility not to let anyone
be mistreated by error.

We should understand that Marxism — Leninism
can not only explain things, it can also reform them.
We have a solid Marxist — Leninist Party, a solid
worker-peasant alliance, a monolithic unity of the
virtual totality of the people; we dispose of in-
struments of violence, consequently we can success-
fully reform the old society. We have every con-
dition to liberate the abnve-mentioned people from
the complex relationships of the past, provided that
they themselves exert the necessary efforts, and are
animated by a sincere desire to become new men in
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the new society. Qur Party’s policies and lines in
reformation work will be more efficient and more
attractive if comrades in the organizational, police,
control and judiciary branches correctly understand
and impiement them.

II — Some Ideas on Socialist Legality and on
the Work of People’s Control Boards !

Under any social regime, law is the expression of
the will and aspirations of the ruling class. The bour-
geoisie considers its law as the highest principle of
social order fitting all people and to be respected by
all people, but as a matter of fact law under capital-
ism is but the expression of the will and aspirations
of the bourgeoisie. This law in its essence defends
only the interests of the bourgeoisie, which are to
exploit people and make money, while trampling
upon the interests of the working class and working
reople.

Law under our system ensures the right to mas-
tery of the people and serves the cause of socialist
construction. It also defends the vital interests of
the working class and working people, which are to
remove exploitation, achieve equality at work and

1. In Vietnam, the Control Branch is organized down to
district level. The Supreme People’s Control Board provides
leadership to Control Boards of provinces and centrally-run
cities, Control Boards of the Army, and Control Boards of
district and city quarter level.
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in the enjoyment of the fruits of labour. That 1s to
say that law defends the people’s democratic rights
in the political, economic and social fields. It is the
manifestation of the will of the working class and
working people, reflects the aspirations of the peo-
ple engaged in building the new society. It is the
‘nstrument ensuring all the rights of the people. But
in society not everybody willingly abides by law.
Apart from counter-revolutionary elements who
consciously oppose the socialist regime and whom we
have to punish, there are — besides vanguard peo-
ple — backward ones, and as a result we cannot avoid
having to deal with violations of the general rules
of social life. That is why coercive measures should
~ be taken against citizens who act counter to State
" laws, and this is necessary to defend the collective
will and interests of the working people.

Our laws should embody all three aspects of social-
ist democracy :

First: they should ensure strong dictatorship
against the enemy, smash in time their plots directed
against the new regime, and aimed at sabotaging the
revolutionary gains of the people.

Second : they should uphold the right to mastery,
on the political, economic and social planes, of the
working class and working people, uphold the peo-
pie’s democratic freedom, ensure that they will not
be violated by State bodies and law enforcers.

Third : they should ensure the reformation of re-
trograde habits and customs, the removal of remnants
of the old society and prevent contraventions that
may harm public interest and order, and infringe
upon the democratic freedoms of other people.
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While enacting laws, we should have a standpoint
based on dialectic and historical materialism, oppose
the idealist and metaphysical viewpoints of bourgeois
law. The bourgeoisie advocates that freedom is the
essence of humanity, an absolute will that has
nothing to do with the existence of society; that
human action is_bound by no law whatsoever; that
individual criminals should be punished but that
society has no responsibility towards the criminals
and their crimes.

According to this logic, murder, theft, etc. are acts
of free will. This is entirely incorrect since these
evils do not come from man’s essential freedom, they
are rather the results of feudalism and capitalism.
Nobody fails to notice that in the southern part of
our country today, the aggressors and the traitors are
driving many young people of both sexes living in
areas under their control into the morass of the
American way of life which gives free rein to bestial
instincts and to crimes, reversely, our social regime
in the north prohibits all decadence and is doing
away with the rubbish left over by the old society.
The viewpoint of the bourgeoisie is intended to hide
the deep roots of criminality, which lie in the rotten
social system and the exploitation of man by man.
The bourgeoisie in fact resorts to “justice” and other
instruments of violence only to repress the masses of
workers and peasants with a view to maintaining
their capitalist regime, an outdated one which has
been condemned by history.

Marxism — Leninism holds that there are social
causes for crimes; it goes without saying that peo-
ple’s initiative plays a share in wrong-doing, but the
fundamental cause lies in society. Once the main
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cause, i.e., the system of exploitation and oppression,
has been removed, the excesses committed by some
people will sooner or later come to an end.. When
social relationships have changed and productive
forces have developed to such a high level that society
can organize a life of plenty and happiness, for every-
one, people will feel more affection toward each
other and contraventions law will decrease. Men are
born neither with a good nor an evil nature. Human
society will reach perfection when attaining com-
munism.

We are not Utopians however, and we fully under-
stand that the building of a perfect society will
require a long process of struggle. At present, the
North is making the first steps in the transitienal
. period, the antagonisms between the enemy and our-
selves are still there and take many different forms.
That is why it is necessary to mete out punishments
to counter-revolutionary convicts in order to defend
our regime and keep socialist order. As regards con-
traventions of law committed by backward people
among the workers, we should analyze them with
the greatest care and objectivity, paying special at-
tention to cause-and-effect relations between men
and their social environment so as to allot appro-
priate punishments.

The law of our State should fully embody the lines
and policies of the Party; the will and aspirations
of the working class and working people, both guar-
anteeing its principled character and consonant with
the Vietnamese nation’s historical features and tradi-
tions. It must be imbued with the spirit of intran-
sigent struggle of the working class and working
people to defend national sovereignty and the new
social order and to win victories for socialism. At the

82

same time it must be impregnated with love and
affection and a sense of tolerance which reflects the
traditions of solidarity, fraternity and mutual assist-
ance of our people.

To ensure the protection and correct implemen-
tation of the law of our State, the most important
point is that the State organs, and the cadres of the
Party and State should seriously abide by law and
fulfil their duty as executives of the people’s will,
and as defenders and servants of the people’s inter-
ests. This is a problem I want to stress, because a
Communist Party in power should guard against two
dangers: either commiting errors in policies and
lines; or indulging in corruption and decadence.

The ruling Party enjoys the wholehearted support
of the working people; this gives it a considerable
strength and prestige, but at the same time it causes
a number of cadres and Party members to be com-
placent, self-satisfied, bureaucratic and standing aloof
from the people. Hence after the Revolution is suc-
cessful, in inner-Party life special attention should
be attached to criticism and self-criticism to promote
internal democracy, oppose inertia, conservatism and
opportunist deviations, and prevent errors in lines
and policies.

- On the other hand, when the Communist Party
becomes a ruling Party opportunists, fame-seeking
people and those actuated by selfish interests seek
to penetrate the Party, and a small number of cadres
and Party members may degenerate. Some comrades
were once very decidated and loyal to the interests
of the Party and the nation when fighting against the
enemy, but now’they abuse the power given them
by the people, and take advantage of the Party’s
prestige to act against State law, Party policies and
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the people’s interests. The same comrades. when still
full of revolutionary ardour, exerted real efforts to
stand on the platform of the working class, but when
their revolutionary zeal cooled down and their mili-
tary decreased, they yielded to individualism and
backward ideas which turned them into elements
opposing the platform of the working class. That is
why it is imperative to apply a system of very strict
control inside the Party combined with the stringent
supervision by the people and by legal departments
with a view to preventing arbitrary acts violating
the people’s democratic freedoms and the democratic
institutions of the socialist State stipulated in the
Constitution and laws,

In State management, the system of democratic
centralism must be strictly enforced. Democratic cen-
tralism responds to the requirements of socialized
production. This means that the minority should
obey the majority, lower echelons should obey higher
ones, the part should obey the whole, localities should
obey the centre, which leads the affairs of the entire
country. All organs of state power are elected by
the people and have to report on their activities to
the people. They have to rely on the people, keep
contact with the people, listen to the people’s opi-
nions and are subjected to the people’s control. The
basic difference between a system of democratic cen-
tralism and one of bureaucratic centralism lies in
the fact that democratic centralism means centralism
emanating from the people. Everything must be put
to discussion by the people, either directly or
through elected bodies at different levels, through
social organizations, or through Commissions and
councils set up beside organs of State power. With
regard to issues of national interest, the National
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Assembly as the representative of the people should
discuss them and take decisions on the basis of the
Constitution which is the basic law reflecting the
people’s will and aspirations. Within the limit of
a commune or a city quarter, issues dealing with the
close interests of the people — either economic issues
or regulations on behaviour in public places — should
be subjected to discussion and decision by the Peo-
ple’s Council at that level. The administrative Com-
mittee of the commune or city quarter is there to
carry out the people’s will as expressed through the
people’s council discussions.

In factories measures should be taken to ensure
the werkers’ increasing participation in economic
management and in the management of the factories.
In agricultural co-operatives which represent a form
of secialist collective ownership, the Congress of co-~
operative members or of their delegates constitutes
the highest organ empewered to decide on matters
of production and distribution in the co-operatives.
When faced with issues beyond its competency, the
management committee must raise them for discus-
sion among the members and not settle them at its
own will. The cause of stagnation or progress in agri-
cultural co-operatives lies first and foremost in
whether this principle of management is respected or
not. :

An important characteristic of our system of plan-
ning, and our system of management of economy and
culture is extensive democracy. Those systems should
draw the participation of broad masses in manage-
ment activities, they should promote the initiative
and creativeness of each locality and each economic
unit. As Lenin pointed out, “Centralism, understood
in its genuinely democratic sense, has for the first
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time in history created a possibility to develop to
the full not only characteristic local features, but
also local initiatives and the diversity of paths and
means leading to a common objective’’!

Under the system of socialist democracy, mass
organization have a very important role to play, par-
ticipating in the management of the State and society.
These organizations have the right and obligation to
express their views on how to draw up regulations
aimed at ensuring the people’s democratic freedoms
and supervising the implementation of laws by the
organs of State power. Organs of State power and
organs entrusted with the management of economy
and culture should pay great attention to the voice
of mass organizations, and listen carefully to their
views which are the views of the masses.

Coercive organs of proletarian dictatorship, such
as the army, the Control Office, the Security Service,
and the tribunals also a deeply popular and demo-
cratic character. Our Army is born from the people
and in return serves the people’s interests. Tribunals
are organized in accordance with the principle of
election. They draw the participation of people’s dele-
gates in judgments, and those delegate in return
constitute an instrument of education for the people.

To stress the democratic and popular character of
the whole State apparatus of proletarian dictatorship,
does not mean that the Party’s role as a general
Staff is to be denied. The Party should provide
leadership, put forward directives and policies, for
only the Party can grasp the laws of development of

1. V.L Lénin, Complete Works, Su That Publishing House,
Hanoi 1971. Vol. 27, p. 261 (in Vietnamese).
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revolution and understand in depth the people’s will
and aspirations.

In all its lines and policies, the Party always
starts from the aspirations, interests and degree of
consciousness and understanding of the masses. After
lines and policies are put forward, the Party should
propagate them among the masses, put them to dis-
cussion by the masses so as to transform those Party
lines and policies into the masses’ own ideas. Through
the masses’ ideas and revolutionary actions, the
Party sums up experiences and perfects its lines and
policies. Only by applying democratic methods
widely to make them more all-round and sharper
can we fully promote the inexhaustible creativeness
of the masses, can we link the Party closely to the
masses and thereby increase the Party’s strength.
Therefore we should increase control and see
whether the organs of State power have acted in
conformity with the principle of democratic central-
ism or not; we should intensify criticism and self-
criticism from the lower echelons upward, and we
should know how to use the press as an instrument.
for criticism and self-criticism and promote the peo-
ple’s right to mastery.

The Party’s leadership must be ensured, distinc-
tion must be made between the Party and the State.
The Party leads the State, but does not replace it,
the Party leads the organs of economic management,
the managing committees of co-operatives, but does:
not replace them or do their work. Such distinctions.
are not only a matter of understanding, they must
also be materialized in the field of organization, so
that the Party does not do the work of organs of
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State pewer, which leads to abuse of power espec-
ially at the grassroots. People’s Councils and admi-
nistrative Committees of communes and management
committees of agricultural co-operatives should
include both Party and non-Party members, persons
who genuinely represent the views and aspirations
of the people. We should outline regulations deter-
mining concretely the rights and obligations of the
organs of State power, and those of economic man-
agement, and the relationship between them and the
people. We should also define the people’s right to
control and surpervise the activities of those organs
and the cadres elected by the people. Otherwise cases
of bureaucratism, commandism, authoritarianism and
abuse of power may easily occur.

To ensure strict respect for, and implementation
of laws, we should actively work at propaganda and
education to help the people grasp the rights and
obligations of collective masters.

It is worth noticing that in our country, ever since
the triumph of the August (1945) Revolution, our
people have come to know the Party better than the
organs of State power. It is good that the people
know and understand the Party, but it is not good
that they know little about State power, because this
means an incomplete understanding of the people’s
right to mastery. This shortcoming has its own cause.
Lenin said, “After the revolution, workers and
peasants are still reluctant, they are not accustomed
to the idea that they are now the ruling classes, they
are not yet very self-assertive in this connection:
Revolution cannot give immediately these virtues to
millions of people whom famine and misery had
compelled to labour painfully under the menace of
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rods and sticks % It should be noted that if the peoplé
are not fully conscious of their right to mastery and
do not fully exert their right to control and super-
vision, then a number of cadres may commit abuses
of power and infringe upon socialist legality.

We must be aware of the fact that management of
Society and State is not achieved simply by ideology,
or through individuals separated from their organi-
zations, but rather by law, and by an organizational
system which ensures that State laws are respected
and discipline of society is enforced. To this end the
people, real masters of society, should tully under-
stand the organizational principles of the Socialist
State, they should fully grasp their right to mastery
in order to correctly implement laws and at the same
time fight and prevent all violations of law and of
socialist legality.

We must pay due attention to raising the people’s
understanding of State laws and of their right to
mastery which is instrumental in ensuring the vitality
of the socialist regime. The organs of State power at
various levels, and more particularly those concerned
with home affairs, such as the Ministry of the Inte-
rior, the Police, the Tribunals, the Boards of Control,
should carry out propaganda and information to
explain to the masses the content of laws, the rights
and obligations of citizens, the necessary elements of
den.ocratic freedoms stipulated in the Constitution
and State laws, including the regulations on commu-~
nity life in cities and countryside. We should publish
booklets to popularize the content of laws among the
masses: we should rely on mass organizations to

1. Op. cit, Vol. 26, p. 461.
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educate the people in the spirit of socialist democracy
and to promote the people’s right to mastery, while
building up a system ensuring their real participation
in the political, economie, cultural and social life of
the nation, and also ensuring respect for the popular
masses’ voice and initiatives.

The Resolutions of the Third National Congress
of the Party held in September 1960 pointed out:
“The State has the responsibility to ensure all rights
of the people, to enlarge ceaselessly democratic
practices, and to scrupulously implement the Con-
stitution and laws that have been promulgated. To
build up socialist legality and educate everybody to
respect legality and to promote the people’s right to
mastery, heighten their political and cultural level.”
The control branch is one of the tools in the hands
of the people’s democratic State, its duty is to control
constantly the observance of laws and to ensure that
laws are implemented in a scrupulous and unified
way, as a contribution to the respect for the people’s
democratic rights and the increase of dictatorship
against counter-revolutionary elements and of social
discipline among the masses. When we talk of control
of the observance of laws, we should first and fore-
most pay attention to the observance of law on the
part of State organs, because any violation of law by
citizens cannot be as detrimental as the abuse of
power by the organs of State power, the organs of
economic and cultural management and by those in
charge of the implementation of laws. If they them-
selves act against the laws, they not only violate the
people’s democratic freedoms, but also run counter
to the lines and policies of the Party, which are
the soul of State laws. This would be tantamount to
a blow dealt at our system’s source of strength which
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is the people’s trust and confidence in the Party and
the State. Therefore, it is imperative first to ensure
complete and scrupulous observance of laws by
State organs and by individuals holding adminis-
trative power and in charge of economic, cultural
and social management on behalf of the people.

To ensure serious implementation of laws among
the people, the control branch should supervise
criminals’ arrests and trials and see that they are
done impartially and carefully. With regard to con-
traventions of the law by a number of citizens, there
should be adequate and firm solutions to them, so
as not to condemn anybody by error, but also not

~ to miss any law-breaker.

We should try to understand the social causes and
concrete circumstances of each case with a view to
passing a sound judgment. Generally speaking, our
regime does not tolerate illegal acts, but in society,
crimes may have very complex causes. Men are the
products of history, hence they more or less bear the
imprint of the past and the vices of former societies,
their actions are more or less influenced by the
objective social environment. In many cases, law-
breakers may commit errors simply by ignorance,
others are actuated by greed or by rivalry, in still
other cases, the causes may be inadequate health,
poverty, necessity, or deception, etc. We should base
ourselves on a communist sense of communion and
sympathy with human sufferings combined with the

. need to safeguard the rules of community life in

order to mete out judicious sanctions with a view
to educating and reforming the culprits and turning
them into honest people, and also to preventing
further wrong-doing. The problem is not merely one
of judging a case or punishing an offence, what is
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important is to seek by all means to reduce law-
breakings and, better still, to prevent their occur-
rence. This is a struggle to get rid of the remnants
of former societies. It will be a long drawn-out nne
which should go hand in hand with the building
of a new regime, a new man and the revolutionary
movement of the masses. Public opinion should be
created which gives support and encouragement to
what is wholesome and criticizes and prevents what
is bad, illegal and immoral.

At present, the People’s Control Board should con-
centrate on the central tasks of the Party and State
and contribute to driving ahead production and com-
bat and bring to total success our anti-US patriotic
resistance.

First, to take an active part in the “wave of de-
mocracy”! initiated by the Party Central Commitiee.

The working people’s right to collective mastery
has teen established by the existence of socialist
relations of production as well as by the lines and
policies of our Party and State in the reformation
and development of economy and culture. However
this right is still limited because in some agricultural
co-operatives and other enterprises the principles of
~ socialist management are not respected. A number
of cadres are bureaucratic, stand aloof from the peo-
ple and lack a sense of responsibility towards the
people’s life. Some of them have degenerated and
become autocratic, and infringe upon the people’s
democratic rights. In this case the role of popular
masses is not taken into due consideration and not

1. This “ wave of democracy ” aims at setting up the
labouring people’s right to mastery in agricultural co-
operatives, factories, construction sites and State bodies.

92

o B ir873

i T 7PN TR

fully promoted in economic management, production
and distribution of comunodities. If these shortcom-
ings are not got rid of, the masses revolutionary zeal
may be affected, and the tempo of socialist con-
struction may be slowed down. If some time ago,
“land to the tillers” was the most basic element
of the national democratic revolution, now in the
socialist revolution, after the new political system
has been set up, the basic content of socialist democ-
racy is how to ensure economic democracy for the
people. This means their right to real mastery in
labour, production and distribution. If this economic
democracy is not guaranteed, political and social
democracy will not be fully respected, and socialist
democracy will be violated. Moreover in our country
where we are to advance towards socialism bypassing
the stage of capitalist development, socialist con-
struction must be undertaken by democratic means
with the conscious approval of the working people
so as to take the system of small production to large-
scale socialist production step by step. Expropriation
and coercive methods taken against the people would
not yield positive results.

The “wave of democracy” initiated by the Central
Committee is aimed at ensuring the right to collec-
tive mastery of peasant members of co-operatives
and promoting the role of workers and civil servants
in taking part in the management of enterprises. In
this way the working people are given a stronger
push to their physical and intellectual capabilities
to socialist construction and the anti-US patriotic
resistance.

The responsibility of the Control Board in this
“wave of democracy” is to control, together with
other departments, the drafting and application of
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