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EDITOR'S NOTE

This book was compiled by the Institute of the
History of the Communist Party of Vietnam under the
Institute of Marxism-Lentnism (directly belonging to
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Viet-
nam) on the basis of supplementing and revising the
Fifty Years of Activities of the Communist Party of
Vietuam (edited by the F.L.P.H., 1980).

In the light of the new experience got from and the
recent  conclusion reached at the sth Party Congress
(Feb. 1982) and the Plenums of the C.P.V. Central
Commitiee after that the authors have drawn a true
picture of 1he national history during the past fifty
years under the leadership of the Communist Party o f
Vietnam with a creative application of the Marxist—
Leninist docirine to the concrele conditions of the coun-
try in charting out the revolutionary lines and methods.
The book not only highlights the significant events and
the important advances of the Vietnamese revolution
but also clearly analyzes the factors of ils viclories
and outlines the experience of leadership of the Party
after each stage, each period of activity.

It is hoped that the book would to some extenl meel
the need of the reader who is interesied in the contem-
porary Vietnamese history in general and the history
of the Communist Party of Vietnam in particular.

Foreign Languages Publishing House



PART 1

BIRTH OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF VIETNAM

THE CRISIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY LINE AT
THE BEGINNING OF THE 20th CENTURY

In 1858, the French colonialists started their inva-
sion of our country. Our people from the South to
the North, continuing their age-old tradition of
stubborn resistance against the feudal invaders
coming from the north, rose up continuously against
the invaders and the traitors. Their heroic resistance,
however, ended in failure. The ruling Vietnamese
feudal class of the time, represented by the
Nguyen dynasty, surrendered to the French colo-
nialists. From a feudal society, Vietnam was thus
turned into a colonial and semi-feudal society.

With a view to obtaining the biggest possible
gains from the exploitation of Vietnam, the French
colonialists effected a combination between the cap-
italist exploiting method and the age-old feudalist
one. Since then, Vietnam became a source of cheap

labour and rich raw' materials, where the French

9
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monopoly capitalists could lend money at exorbi-
tant interests, levy all sorts of taxes, buy agricul-

tural products at dirt-cheap prices, scll industrial 7

products at high prices and exercise monopoly in
foreign trade. The French policy thus deprived
Vietnam of its ability to develop an independent
economy and to build a heavy industry, leaving the
country in the state of a crippled light industry and
monoculture. As a result, the Vietnamese economy
remained deplorably backward and utterly depend-
ent on the “metropolitan” economy and the Viet-
namese people were impoverished and decimated.

Politically, the French colonialists carried out a

dictatorial policy, typical of old-type colonialism. -

They took direct control of and held all the key
positions in the colonial ruling apparatus, from the
post of governor general to various other impor-
tant posts such as chiefs of provinces, cities and
towns, the police force, the penitentiary system, the

. courts... They turned the feudal class and the local

compradores into their docile henchmen. This
reactionary policy deprived Vietnam of its independ-
ence and the Vielnamese people of all freedom.
Besides, by their policy of obscurantism, they aimed
at reducing the Vietnamese to ignorant and super-
stitious people, completely resigned to the exploita-
tion and the rule of the French colonialists and their
henchmen.

In the colonial and semi-feudal Vietnamese so-
ciety, there arose two ever deeper contradictions:

the contradiction between our nation and aggres--

sive colonialism and that between our people,
mainly the peasants, and the feudal land-owning
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class. These two contradictions were interacted. The
progress of the Vietnamese society would not be

possible without the simultaneous settlement of

these two contradictions. Therefore, the elimination
of the oppression and exploitation by imperialism
should be linked with that by feudalism. The strug-
gle for national independence should be linked with
the struggle for democracy and freedom.

Independence and freedom were the fundamental
requirements of the Vietnamese society, the ardent
aspirations of the entire Vietnamese people under
the rule of the imperialists and feudalists.

The cconomic exploitation and the dictatorial pol-
icy of the French imperialists and their henchmen

‘further deepened the above-said contradictions and

accelerated the process of revolutionizing the masses.
They were bound to give rise to the toiling people’s
uprisings for the right to live. The capitalist mode
of production, brought into Vietnam by the French
colonialists, engendered the forming of new classes
of which proletariat was the one endowed with the
mission of giving leadership to the ‘grave-digging’
of imperialism. ‘

“The ruthlessness of capitalism having prepared
the soil, what socialism has to do is just to sow the
seeds of the struggle for liberation.” (1)

Before the Vietnamese working class entered the
political arena and assumed the leadership of th. revo-
lution, our people’s struggle for independence and
freedom, however valiant, did not succeed

1. Nguyen Ai Quoc, * Indochina”, For [Independence and
Freedom, for Socialism, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi,
1970 p. 18.

It



Historical realities show that during the first de-
cades of the 20th century, in Vietnam the crisis in
the revolutionary lines was the most acute. The
failures of the scholars anti-French movement were
due to the absence of a correct line of struggle, in con-
formity with the pcople’s aspiration and with the ever-
risingtrend of the time and to the shortage of a revo-
lutionary organization capable of leading the people to
victories. This crisis was in ‘essence the crisis as
regards the leading role, in the revolution, of the most
vanguard class in society. During the previous centuries,
the Vietnamese feudalist class played a more or less
vanguard role. But from the 16th century, it began to
decline and, with its capitulation to the French colo-
nialists, it became a completely reactionary, traitor-
ous class, serving as henchmen for the imperialists
to exploit and oppress the people. The Vietnamese
bourgeoisie, with its crippled, dependent economic
state and its reformist political tendency, was inca-
pable of assuring leadership in the struggle against
imperialism and feudalism for independence and
freedom. It was capable of joining in the struggle,
but under certain conditions. The peasantry and the
petty bourgeoisie, though eager for independence
and freedom and ardent in fighting imperialism and
feudalistrs, were not capable of working out a cor-
rect line of struggle and of assuming the leadership of
the revolution. The working class, representative of

the advanced mode of production in society and’

coming info being before ihe Vietnamese national
bourgcoisie, had to bear the three-tier yoke of
oppression by imperialism, feudalism and the bour-
geoisie. It had a natural bond with the peasantry
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and its interests conforming to the essential and
long-term intercsts of the entire naticn. In liberating
itself, the working class also frced the whole society
from all oppression and exploitation. Therefore,
only the working class was fully capable of fulfilling
the historic mission of leading the revolutionary
struggle against imperialism, (eudalism, for independ-
ence and [reedom and took it to a thorough victory.
And only the working class was capable of leading
the struggle to liberate the whole socicty perpetually
from the exploitation of man by man and to build a
civilized, happy life. Prior to the birth of the Viet-
nam Communist Party, the Victnamese working
class was not in a position to fulfil such a historic
mission.

The failure of the patriotic scholars’ movement (1)
marked the end of a period of struggle guided by feu-
dalist thoughts. Having rid themselves of that way,
Victnamese patriots looked abroad for new ways of
national liberation to follow: Japan’s modernist
method, China’s nationalist revolution model (1921) or
the bourgeois parliamentary road of the Western
countries. These ways, though different in forms
owing to the concrete conditions of each country,
were mainly bourgeois democratic ones. Though

1. The anti-French movements led by patriotic men of
letters of feudal origin were: the Huong Son insurrection
(Nghe Tinh province) led by Phan Dinh Phung (1885-1895) ;
the Ba Dinh Insurrection (Thanh . Hoa province) led by
Tong Duy Tan (1885-1892), the Bai Say Insurrection (Hai
Hung province) led by Nguyen Thien Thuat (1885-1889)

13
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bourgeois democracy was new to the Vietnamese
patriots, it had become outdated and reactionary at
the time. “ As a vanguard and growing class of the
past, the bourgeoisie has become decadent, deterio-
rating, moribund, reactionary." (1) The dying bour-
geoisie is colluding with all the outdated and declin-
ing forces.” (2)

But, having pinned all their hope on independent
and modernist capitalist Japan, Phan Boi Chau and
his comrades were disillusioned by the Japanese
Imperial Government’s collusion with the Irench
colonialists in banishing him and other Vietnamese
patriotic students from Japan. Phan Boi Chau and
his friends could not understand why China’s bour-
geois nationalist revolution (19z1) failed. Neither could
he find the rcason why his revolutionary activities
met with “a hundred defeats and not oven one
success. ” (3) |

Similarly, Phan Chu Trinh, Luong Van Cun and
other patriots, who were full of admiration for bour-
geois democracy, were quite at a loss when France,
a country well-known for its bourgeois parliament
in Europe and its magnificent mottos of «freedom ”,
“equality ”, “(fraternity ”, ordered the closure of the
Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc school and the arrest and
deportment to Con Son island of the Vietnamese
patriots who advocated the bourgeois parliamentary
line.

" 1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol.26, in Vietnamese, Progress
Publishing House, Moscow, 1980, p.179

2. op, cit., Vol.23, p. 213

3 Phan Boi Chan Chronicle Literature, History, Geography
Publishing House, Hanoi 1957, page 20.
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The failures of Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chu Trinh
and Luong Van Can all poiuted to a fact: bourgeois
democracy was not the way to save the nation from

misery and slavery.

The failure of Hoang Hoa Tham’s guerrilla war-
fare (1) which lasted over a decade, also stemmed
from the fact that the insurgents, though valiant,
perseverant and resourceful, were alone and had not
a correct line of struggle.

Historical realities also show that, prior to 1920, no
Vietnamese patriots had found out the light of nation-
al liberation in the dark night of slavery. In this
period, the Vietnamese revolution was faced with a
grave crisis as regards the way to national salvation,

NGUYEN Al QUOC
THE FIRST VIETNAMESE PATRIOT TO FIND OUT
MARXISM-LENINISM AND TO STRUGGLE FOR TIE
FOUNDING OF THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS
IN VIETNAM

While our people were writhing in slavery and
misery and groping in the dark for a way to liberate
the country, the Great Russian October Revolution
breke out and ended in success. It ushered in a new

1. Hoang Hoa Tham advocated building anti-Ffench gueril-
la bases (in Yen The district — Ha Bac province) whose
main forces consisted of peasants. This inosurrection had a
local character and was inspired by feudal ideology. il‘hus.the
scope of the movement was limited and at last it failed

(1887-1913).
13




era in the history of mankind, the era of transition
from capitalism to socialism on the world scale. The
revolution of national liberation became part and
parcel of the world proletarian revolution. Lenin’s
resounding combat slogan “ Proletarians and oppress-
ed people in all countries, unite!” lighted the way
for the revolution of natjonal liberation in the colonial
and dependent countries.

In Vietnam, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc surpassing
the limited outlook of other contemporary patriots,
was the first Vietnamese determined to seek a differ-
ent way, a correct one to liberate the working class,
the toiling masses and the entire nation.

Comyade Nguyen Ai Quoc had deep respect for the
patriotism manifested by Phan Boi Chau, I’han Chu
Trinh, Hoang Hoa Tham, but he disagreed with any
of their lines. He considered Phan Chu Trinh’s re-
quest for reforms by the French *an appeal for the
enemy’s mercy *’ and Phan Boi Chau’s hope to drive
away the French through Japan’s help, a case of
getting “out of the frying pan into the fire”. To
him, Hoang Hoa Tham’s line was more realistic, but
still void of a clear direction.

With these thoughts in mind, Comrade Nguyen Ai
Quoc left the country in 1911 to seek the way to save
the nation. He studied the experience of the Ameri-
can revolution (1776) and that of the French revolu-
tion (1789). The First World War broke out, exposing
thoroughly the savagery, ruthlessness, decay and
death agony of capitalism. In 1917 Comrade Nguyen
Ai Quoc returned-to France and founded the Associa-
tion of Victnamese Patriots to rally the patriotic re-
sidents in France. In 1918, he joined the French Social-
ist Party, took part in the activities of the French
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Workers” movement, studied the experience of the
French revolution, sought the approval of the French
working class and labouring people for the patriotic
struggle of Vietnam and studied the Russian October
Revolution. In 1919, after the end of the First World
War, the victorious capitalist countries met in Ver-
sailles, France, to discuss their shares of the war spoils
and of the colonies. In the name of the Vietnamesc
patriots, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc sent to the Ver-
sailles conference an eight-point petition -asking it to
grant the Vietnamese people national freedom, de-
mocracy and equality. Though his petition was turn-
ed down, it made a big echo awakening the Viet-
namese people’s patriotism and creating a prerequisite
for the gathering of the forces against the French
imperialists. From this part, Comrade Nguyen Aj
Quoc drew the conclusion that * Wilsonism is just
a big hoax " (1).

While studying the Russian October Revolution,
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc took part in the French
Socialist Party's debates on the choice between the
Second International (opportunist, reformist Interna-
tional) and Third International (Revolutionary Inter-
national).

1, In 1918, U.S. President Wilson put forth afourteen-point
programme which was full of sweet words on the national
right to self-determination and was aimed at currying favour
with the world’s people and scrambling for influence and
land against other imperialist powers. This conclusion by
Nguyen AiQuoc was an excerpt from his article ‘on the
Resistance Against the French’’ written after 1920, published
in For Independence and Freedom, for Socialism, Su that Pub-
lishing House, Hanoi, 1976, p. 24.

2—CpV 17



" The final conclusion Comrads Nguyen Ai Quoc
could draw from all his inquirics, studies and from
this debate was this: fo save the couniry and ltberale
the nation, there is no other way than that of the pro-
letarian revolution. Only socialism, communism can liber-
ate the oppressed nations ond the toiling people from
slavery.

The conclusion was drawn after he read Lenin's
First Draft of the Theses on the National and Colonial
Questions. (1)

In December 1920, at the 18th Congress of the
French Socialist Party in Tours, Comrade Nguyen Ai
Quoc voted for the participation in the Communist

“International and playcd a partin the founding of the
French Communist Party (2).

Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc’s participation in the
founding of the French Communist Parly marked a
turning-point in his life of revolutionary activities,
taking him to communism from patriotism and con-
firming his adherence to the October Revolution,
Marxism-Leninism and the Communist International.
This event, at the same time, paved the way for a
turning-point in thc history of the Victnamese
revolution, i.e. the linking of national independence

1. Presented at the Second Congress of the Communist
International, taking place from 19 July to 7 August 1920
and published in YHumanité (France) on 16-17 July 1920.
Nguyen Ai Quoc read Lenin's theses for the first time in
I'Humanité.

2. The French Communist Party’s 19th Congress in 1970, .

affirmed : Comrade Ho Chi Minh was one of the founders
of the French Communist Party and was the one who helped
guide the Party along a clear anti-colonialist direction (Nhan
Dan, 13 Feb. 1970).

[

to socialismand the infiltration of Marxism-Leninism
in the Vietnamesc workers’ and patriots’ movements:

From 1921 to 1929, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc
carried out an arduous and persevering struggle in
the world as well as in the country, propagated the
essentials of Marxism-Leninism among the Viet-
namese workers, peasants, labouring people and pa-
triots and, at the same time, made all necessary
preparations for the founding of a communist party
in Vietnam.

In 1921, in Paris, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc took
part in the founding of the Union of Colonies, pub-
lished the paper Le Paria in order to assemble the
anti-imperialist forces in the French colonies. In 1922,
he joined the Section of Colonial Research of the
French Communist Party. In 1923, he attended the
International Congress of Peasants in Moscow and
was elected member of the Presidium of the Peasant
International Executive Committee. In 1924, he at-
tended the sth Congress of the Communist Inter-
national. At this Congress, he stressed the relationship
between the proletarian revolution in the imperialist
countries and the revolution of national liberation in
the colonial countries. He drew the attention of the
communist and worker’s parties in the capitalist
countries to the indispensable task of collaborating

‘with the national liberation movement in the common

struggle against imperialism. On November 11, 1924,
as a member of the Eastern Commission of the Com-
munist International Executive Committee, he went
to Canton (China) to help give guidance to and to
build up the revolutionary movement, the communist
movement.in the Southeast Asian countries and to

19



step up preparations for the founding of a com-

munist party in Vietnam. In 1925, he founded the”

Vietnam Revolut'ionary Youth Association, published
the periodical Youth and conducted study courses to
- train hundreds of activists for the country.

In all his works, articles and lectures, particularly
in his books French Colonialism on Trial and The
Revolutionary Road, Comrade Nguven Ai Quoc made
a point of combining the propagation of Marxist-
Leninist theories with the introduction of the basic
guide-lines for the Victnamese revolution, thus
mapping out for our people the road to independ-
ence, freedom and socialism.

Caomrade Nguyen Ai Quoc pointed out: “ To sur-
vive, we must make revolution” (1), “ Revolution is
the common task for all the people, not just for afew
persons” (2), “the workers and the peasants are the
base of the revolution ” (3), the building of a Marxist-
Leninist Party is indispensable, “once the Party is
strong, the revolution will succeed, just like a capable
helmsman will ensure the smooth sailing of a boat " (4),
solidarity with the proletariat and other oppressed
nations in the world is vital, *“the Vietnamese revo-
lution is part and parcel of the world revolution, who-
ever is a revolutionary in the world is a comrade of
the Vietnamese people,” (5) “we should, first of all,
help ourselves before expecting others to help

133

us” (6) — French imperialism is like a leech with

Road ", The Predecessors of the Party, Document, published
by the Commission for the Study of the Party’s History,
1977, pp. 19, 24, 26, 55, 63.
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1,2, 3, 4. 5, and 6. Nguyen Ai Quoc, *“ The Revolutionary

two suckers, one bleeding the French working class
and people and the.other bleeding the Vietnamese
people and the peoples in the French colonies. That’s
why French imperialism is the common enemy of
the French people and the peoples in the French
colonics. The French proletarian revolution and the
revolution of national liberation in the colonies are
closely related, like the two wings of a bird (1).
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc always combined genuine
patriotism wiih proletarian internationalism.

The above-said arguments by Comrade Nguyen Ai
Quoc were the creative application of Marxism-
Leninism to the concrete conditions of Vietnam in
the new era. They were the working class line.of
Vietnamese revolution, the ideological and political
base of the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Associa-
tion, an organization of the patriotic youth having
socialist tendency. The Vietnam Revolutionary Youth
Association had the duty to propagate Marxism-
Leninism and the working class revolutionary line
among the worker and peasant masses and the revo-
lutionary intellectuals, of whom the communist
were the core, in preparation for the eventual found-
ing of the communist party.

The Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Association
came into being when an acute struggle between the
two lines «- that of the proletariat and that of the
bourgeoisie in Vietnam—was taking place.

1. The original text reads: “ This alliance bloc [of the
colonial countries—Coemmission for the Study of the Party’s
History| is one of the wings of the proletarian revelution.”
Nguyen Ai Quoc: French Colonialism om Trial, Su That
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1976, p, 168. .
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Following the attempt on Governor General Mer-
lin’slife by Pham Hong Thai, a young revolutionary,
(1924), the movement of struggle for the release of
Phan Boi Chau (i1925) and the campaign of mourn-
ing for Phan Chu Trinh (1926) spread all over the
c.ountry. Then came the mushréom of several patrio-
tic organizations: the Association for the Restoration
of’ Victnam (19235) (1), the Youth Party (1920), the
Victnam Nationalist Party (1927)... Each organization
put forth its own political programme to win over
the masses. These organizations aimed at struggling
for national independence, under various mottos, but
they all reflected the viewpoints of the bourgeoisie,
and the petty bourgeoisie. Shaken by the influence
of the scething revolutionary movement, the French
colonialists resorted, on the one hand, to outright re-
pression and, on the other, to deceitful and demagogic
manccuvres, taking advantage of the reformist ten-
dency to sidetrack and to **defuse” the revolutionary
movement. The French government sent Varenne
member of ‘the French Socialist Party, to Indochina
as Governor General, Varenne put forth the policy of
“France-Vietnam Harmony” in order to mislead
credulous patriots.

The immediate pressing task forthe Vietnam Rev-
olutionary Youth Association then was to fight bour-
geois reformism and the bourgeois tendency of half-
hearted revolution, thus enabling the masses to realize
the difference between reformism and revolution,

'l. It was later called Hung Nam Association and then Tan
Viet Revolutionary Party in 1928,

2%

between half-hearted revolution and genuine,
thorough revolution.

ﬂarge numbers of activists, imbued with ardent
patriotism and a primary consciousness of Marxism-
Leninism, were assigned to various industrial centres,
urban and rural areas to propagate the Marxist-
Leninist viewpoints and the revolutionary line.

The Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Association
succeeded in building its bases in several important
economic centres. Workers’ associations were set up

“in Ba Son shipyard (Saigon); in the bottle factory,

the silk factory, the Ca Rong engineering plant, the
dock, the cement plant (Hai Phong) in the Truong
Thi locomotive factory (Nghe An), in the textile mill,
the power station (Nam Dinh), in the Di An locomo-
tive factory; in the Hon Gai, Mao Khe, Uong Bj
coal mines; in the Aviacar repair garage, the power
station, the IDEQ printing house (Hanoi) ; in the Staca
car repair garage (Da Nang), in the FACI factory>

- the Phu Rieng plantation (I'hu Dau Mot) and in

several other establishments all over the country.
During 1927, 1928, 1929, scveral strikes were staged,
by the workers in the above- mentioned factories
and in different industrial branches such as mine
cement, textile, wine, power, transport, plantation, etc.
Most typical of these actions was that of the cement,
Phu Rieng and Avia workers whose total went up 10
some thousand. In 1928, the Vietnam Revolutionary
Youth Association sent its members to factories, mines
and plantations to work and to live there. This policy
was known as the campaign of “ proletarianization ”.
By 1929, the Asswociation had set up numerous solid
bases all over the country and its membership had

23
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come up to 1,700. The * proletarianization” campaign
helped accelerate the process of political enlighten-
ment of the working class. Political slogans were
closely combined with economic cnes and there was
collaboration between the enterprises when the work-
ers’ strikes  broke out. The workers’ movement
began to bear its own characteristics. * The strikes
of 1928-1929. . proved the growth of the class struggle
in Indochina. What was most noteworthy and im-
portant in the revolutionary movement of Indochina
was that the struggle of the worker-peasant masses
had clearly showed its independent characteristics ; it
no longer came under the influence of nationalism
as before.” (1)

The peasants’ movement of struggle against land
plunder, heavy taxes and corvée and for the distri-
bution of communal land broke out in some prov-
inces of Cochinchina (Southern Vietnam), Central
Vietnam and Tonkin (Northern Vietnam), to be fol-
lowed by strikes by the students and market boy-
cotts by the small traders. As early as 1921, Comrade
Nguyen Ai Quoc had foreseen the growth of the
revolutionary movement in Indochina and pointed
out the duty of the first Vietnamese communists as
follows: “ The Indochinese are keeping under cover
something, constantly seething and thundering,
which will explode terribly when the opportunity
comes. The advanced scction has the duty to accelerate

I ““Political Platform of the Indochinese Communist Party 7,
Party’s Documents. Vol. I, published by the Commission for
the Study of the Party’s History, 1977, pp. 66-67.
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the coming of this opportunity ” (1).In 1929, the seeth-
ing of the movement came out in the open. All the
labouring people’s movement of struggle were united
into a mighty drive moving in the revolutionary
direction shown by the Vietnam Revolutionary
Youth Association.

This fact proved that Marxism-Leninism had won
the confidence not only of the workers’ movement
but also the patriots’ movement—bourgeois reformism
was repelled. The ‘revolutionary view-points of the
bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeoisie were censured.

From the realities of a strong, rising national and
democratic high tide all over the country, a new
revolutionary trend appeared, which called for the
leadership of a political party truly belonging to the
working class. The advanced elements of the Vietnam
Revolutionary Youth Association soon realized that
4 patrictic organization with socialist orientation
like their own was no longer capable of leading the
revolution. Its historical role had been played out.

The demand for the founding of the communist
party resulted in the appearance, late in March 1929,
of a communist cell, the first ever in the whole country
in Hanoi. The Zone Congress of the Vietnam Revolu-
tionary Youth Association in Tonkin (Northern Viet-
nam), with the first communist cell as its core, reach-
ed unanimous approval of the demand for the found-
ing of the communist party and assigned the Zone
representatives to the all —nation Congress of the
Association the task of struggling for the Congress'’s
acceptance of the demand.

I. Nguyen Ai Quoc, ‘*Indochina”, For Independence and
Freedom, for Socialism, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi,
1976, p 20,
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On 1 May 1929, the All-nation Congress of the
Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Association was hcld
in Hongkong. The Tonkin delegation, whose out-
standing and staunchest member being Ngo Gia Tu,
proposed the dissolution of the Association and the
founding of the Indochina Communist Party. The
proposal was not uaccepted at the Congress, so the
delegation left the conference. On 1 June 1929, the
delegation issued a statement explaining the reason
why they left the conference and called on the
workers, peasants and revolutionary masses 10 sup-
port the founding of the communist party. The state-
ment said: ** At present, in Vietnam, there is no
party which represents the proletariat... We cannot
but propose the founding ot such a party, the only
one which is capable of solving all the problems
concerning the proletariat and of giving leadership
to the revolution in Vietnam, ie. the Communist
Party.” (1)

On 17 June 1929, the Indochinese Communist
Party was founded. It put forward its Political
Platform, Manifesto, pointing out its line of making
bourgeois, democratic revolution, advancing to so-

cialist revolution and carrying out worker-peasant .

alliance. The birth of the Indochinese Communist
Party had the effect of stepping up the communist
movement in the country. In October 1929, the Zone
Congress of the Cochinchina Vietnam Revoluttonary
Youth Asscciation declared the dissolution of the
Association and the founding of the Annam Com-

1, The Predecessors of the Party, Documents, The Com-
mission for the Study of the Party’s History, 1977, p. 147.
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munist Party. In January 1930, the elite members
of the Tan Viet Party declared the founding of the
Indochinese Communist Federation.

Thus, within half a year, three communist organ-
izations came into being. This fact proved that the
founding of the Communist Party was the inevitable
outcome of the growth of the workers’ movement
and the patriotic movement in Vietnam in 1929.
However, the interests of the working class, of the
labouring masses and the organizational principles
of a Marxist-Leninist Party did not permit the
fragmentation of forces, the existence of three com-
munist organizations - in a country, which would
weaken the ideological, political, organization and
unity of action ot the proletariat and affect the
strength of the workers’ movement and the patriotic
movement. To organize a single party for the.
working class in Vietnam was, then, the pressing
need of the workers’ movement and the patriotic
movement.

THE BIRTH OF THE VIETNAM COMMUNIST PARTY

Having learned of the existence of three commu-
nist organizations in Vietnam, the Communist Inter-
national sent a letter calling for their unification :
«The task of utmost importance and urgency for the
Indochinese communists is to found a revolutionary
party of the proletariat. This should be a single
party, and for Indochina this party was to be the
only communist organization. The non-cxistence of
the single Communist Party, while the agitation
sumong the worker and peasant masses is day by
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day developing, constitutes a great danger for the
immediate future of the revolution in Indochina. ” (1)

In its letter, the Communist International also
set out the fundamental principles governing the
building of a Marxist-Leninist party and gave
guidance as to the unification of these communist
organizations. In the name of the Communist Inter-
national, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc held a meeting
to unify the communist organizations of Vietnam.

On 3 February 1930, the Unification Conference
was held in Kowloon (Hongkong), under the chair-
manship of Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, with the
participation of two representatives from the Indo-
china Communist Party and two from the Annam
Communist. Party. The Indochina Communist Feder-
ation was unable to send its representatives in time
for the Conference. The total number of communist
party members in Vietnam at the time was 21

After 5 days of working in earnest, under secret
conditions (from 3 to 7 Feb.), the Conference reached
unanimous approval of the unification of the differ-
ent communist organization, the founding of a
single communist party in Vietnam, named the Viet-
nam Communist Party and adopted the Party’s
Political Platform, Tactics and the Abridged Consti-
tution of the Party and the Abridged Rules of the
mass organizations,

1. “ Communist International’s Letter to the Communist
Groups in Indochina, ” Party's Documents 1930-45, published
bty the Commission for the Study of the Party’s History, 1977,
pp. 10—11. ~
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The Political Platform, Tactics of the Party
made clear that the Viclnamese revolution was a
bourgeois democratic revolution under the leader-
ship of the proletariat, with the aim of overthrow-
ing imperialism and feudalism, restoring the inde-
pendence of the country, realizing land reform and
advancing to a communist society—In this revo- -
lution, the Party’s line was to unite with the ma-
jority of the peasants,” to ally with the petty bour-
geoisic, the intelligentsia, the middle peasants and
to make use of or, al least, to neutralize the rich
peasants, the middle and small land-owners and the
Viectnamese bourgeois who were not evident counter-
revolutionaries. The Party was the vanguard of the
proletariat. It must enable the proletariat to give
leadership to the people,

The Conference entrusted the delegates, upon
returning home, with the task of putting into effect
the unification of the different communist organi-
zations, in the name of the Communist International
and of naming the DProvisional LExecutive Central
Committee.

The Unification Conference was comparable to a
Party founding congress. It brought an c¢nd to the
fragmentation of the communist movement and
unified the different communist organizations into
a single communist party in Vietnam, thus greatly
enhancing the strength of the leading core of the
revolutionary movement.

The Unification Conference’s Abridged Political
Platform and Tactics were laler complemented,
developed and accomplished by the Political Thesis.
The Political Thesis of 1930 was written by Tran
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Phu, the first Secretary General of the Party, and
adopted by the Central Committee meeting in Oc-
tober 1950. It pointed out: the Indochinese revo-
lution found itself in a period when world capital-
ism was suffering from a grave ecconomic crisis,
imperialism was feverishly preparing for a new
world war for a redivision of markets and the move-
ment of struggle against imperialism in the capitalist
and colonial countries was growing strongly : the In~
dochinese revolution was part of this movement. Viet-
nam, Laos and Cambodia were the French imperial-
ists’ colonies. The essential contradiction in Indochina
was that between the workers, peasants, labouring
masses and the imperialists, land-owning feudalists
and capitalists. The worker-peasant movement had its
clear independent characteristicc. On the basis of
such an analysis, the Thesis affirmed that the
Indochinese revolution was a bourgeois democratic
revolution under the leadership of the proletariat, a
land revolution to abolish all feudalist vestiges, to give
land to the tillers and an anti-imperialist revolution
to overthrow the French imperialists, to win back
complete independence for Indochina and to advance
to socialism bypassing the stage of capitalist develop-
ment. The overthrow of imperialism would facilitate
feudalism and vice-versa. The main force of the revo-
lution was the workers and peasants- led by the
working class. The decisive factor for the victory
of the revolution was the leadership of the com-
munist Party which had a correct political line
and strict discipline, was closely linkedw ith the mass-
es and matured through the realities of the struggle.
Then the appropriate conditions for the revolution
had not yet existed, the Party’s combat watchwords
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should. first, concern with the daily interests in order
to guide the masses to the revolutionary front,
and once ‘hese condilions existed, the Party should
immediately put up the slogan of armed struggle to
scize power for the workers and the peasants. At
the same time, it was necessary to unite with the pro-
letariat and the oppressed nations all over the world.

The Central Committee meeting in October 1930
pointed out the Party’s immediate urgent task, decided
to change the Party’s name into Indochina Communist
Party and to convene a Party congress.

The Political 'Thesis was the draft programme of
the revolution. Adopted by the Central Comruittee, it
was now awaiting the decision of the Congress. Des-
pite the fact that owing to the imperialists’ repressive
acts, the Party could not hold its Congress as had
been planned, the Political Thesis was of great prac-
tical and theorctical significance. The revolutionary
line mapped out in the thesis was later complemented
and developed by the congresses and the Central
Committee meetings. Iowevcr, its fundamental spirit
remained the guiding line for the whole bourgeois
democratic revolution in our count ry. to carry out an
anti-imperialist and anti-fcudalist revolution for inde

" pendence under the leadership of the working class,

to advance directly to socialism bypassing the stage
of capitalist devglopment, the workers and peasants
being the main driving force of the revolution, the
Party being the decisive lactor for every victory and
being capable of working out the appropriate method
of revolution, to uphold international solidarity.

As soon as it came into being, our Party correctly
worked out the strategies and tactics for the revolution.
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This constituted a great success. This success was
possible for, right from the start, our Party had
given due attention to the application of Marxism-
Leninism to the concrete conditions of Vietnam in a
correct, independent, sovereign and crealive way.

In Laos, in April 1930, the first communist cells
came into being in Vientiane, Thakhet, Boneng. Early
in 1930, in Cambodia, the first Party bases were
founded in Phnom Penh and Kom Pong Cham.

The birth of the Vietnam Communist Party (later
the Indochina Communist Party) with its correct po-
litical line and its solid system of organizations all
over the country marked a decisive turning-point in
the history of revolution in our country. It put an end
to the period in which the revolution in our couniry
found itself in a “total blackout without a way out”
and a period of dilemma and crisis as regards revo-
lutionary lines which went on for over two—thirds
of the century since our country was invaded by the
French imperialists

N
D

PART 11

THE PARTY’'S LEADERSHIP IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR POWER—-THE AUGUST 1945 REVOLUTION
(1930 - 1945)

THE HIGH TIDE OF REVOLUTION 1930- 1931
AND THE NGHE-TINH SOVIETS

The Vietnam Communist Party came into being
when the worldwide economic crisis of 1929-1933
was taking place in the capitalist and colonial coun.
tries in both the industrial and agricultural fields,
causing unprecedented damage. The economy of the

~ capitalist countries was driven back to the level in

late 19th century; some 30 million workers were
unemployed and tens of millions of peasants went
bankrupt. The number of semi-unemployed was even
greater. The contradiction between the workers and
the capitalists, the peasants and the landlords, the

'is imperialot countries and the colonies, and between

different imperialist countries had become critical.
The period of temporary stability of capitalism was
over. The high tide of revolution among the masses
in the capitalist and colonial countries was rising
with new vitality.
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To alleviate the disaster caused by the economic
crisis which afflicted our country, the French im-
perialists made the Vietnamese people shoulder the
whole burden. The workers and the peasants wcre
the victims and had to bear the bulk of the burden.
In the mecantime, our country was continually visit-
ed by natural calamities. The peasants were utterly
impoverished. Hunger was rampant. More and more
workers were unemployed. Handicraftmen went
bankrupt. Small traders closed down their shops.
Civil servants got sacked. School-leavers found no
jobs. Some national bourgeois and smallland-owners
were also caught by bankruptey. The living condi-
tions of various strata of people were seriously affect-
ed. The increased cxploitation of the colony and the
widespread whiie terror before and after the Yen
Bai Insurrcction further deepened the contradiction
between our people and the French imperialists.

On the night of g February 1930, the insurrection
led by the Vietnam Nationalist Party (1) broke out
in Yen Bai and a few districts of the North. It was,
however, quickly suppressed by the imperialists.
After this insurrection, the Vietnam Nationalist Party
completely disintegrated and its role on the political
arena came to an end. Thus, the leadership of the
revolution was completely assumed by the proletariat.

1. The party was founded in September 1927, representing
the bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeosie, and was led by
Nguyen Thai Hoc. The party’s aim was to overthrow the
French colonialists, to win national independence; it failed
to raise the anti-feudal watchword. It resorted to assassi-
nations and adventurous activities.

34

The Party’s immediate task was, then, to lead the
people in the struggle against the imperialists and their
henchmen, demanding measures to alleviate the con-
sequences of the economic crisis and to improve the
living conditions, against terror and for the release of
the detained revolutionary fighters.

Following the founding of the Party by the Unifi-
cation Conference, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc issued
an appcal on the workers, peasants, soldiers, youth,
students and all the oppressed and exploited compat-
riots. The appeal said, among other things, that the
inhuman oppression and exploitation by the French
imperialists brought home to our people that revolu-
tion was the only way to save their lives. The French
imperialists could notsuppress the revolution through
white terror because the Vietnamese revolution was
led by the Vietnam Communist Party, the recently
unified revolutionary vanguard, and because the Viet-
namese revolution enjoyed the support of the world
proletariat and the French proletariat. Comrade Nguyen
Ai Quoc called on the people to follow the Party to
rise up against the imperialists and their henchmen.
He called onthe workersto go on strike, the students
to stay away from schools, the peasants to demand
land, the small traders to close down their shops.

Right after it was founded, the Party assumed the
leadership of a nationwide revolutionary movement.

Under the Party’s leadership, a nationwide revolu-
tionary movement arose, beginning with the strikes
of 5,000 workers of the Phu Rieng plantation (3 Feb.
1930), of 4,000 workers of the Nam Dinh textile mill
(25 March. 1930), of 400 workers of the match factory
and the saw-mill in Ben Thuy (19 Apr.1930). From
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May 1930, the high tide ot revolution grew on a

nationwide scale The struggle of the masses broke

out from the industrial factories in Hanoi, [1ai Phong,
Nam Dinh, Hon Gai, Cam Pha, Vinh—Ben Thuy,
Saigon, Cho Lon, elc., to such rural areas as Gia Dinh,
Cho Lon, Vinh Long, Sa Dec, Ben Tre, Long Xuyen,
Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Thu Dau Mot, My Tho in
Southern Vietnam, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Ngai in
Central Victnam, Thai Binh, Ha Nam, Kien An in
Northern Vietnam. Taking place all over the country
were hundredsof workers’ strikes, thousands of peas-
ants’ demounstrations scores of students’ meetings and
riots and small traders’ boycotts. From February 1930
to April 1931, there werc 1,236 struggles waged by the
workers and peasants against terror, for democracy
and Dbetter living conditions. In Nghe Tinh alone,
from February 1930 to October 1931 there were 439-
strugglesof workersand peasants with 337,120 partici-
pants. Almost all the struggles ended in victory, compel-
ling the imperialists, and their henchmen to release
the detainees, to reduce working-hours, to improve
the workers, working-conditions and to postpone the
peasants’ tax collection.

The watchword for democracy and better living
conditions was linked with that agaisnt the imperialist
war and for the Soviet Union and the national libera-
tion movement.

Through the masses’ high tide of revolution, thou-
sands of elite workers, peasants and intellectuals joined
the Communist Party. When the Central Committee
met in March 1931, the Party numbered 2,400 members.
The Workers’ Association, Peasants’ Association,
Young Communists’ League and Women's Liberation
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Association were growing rapidly. In Nghe Tinh alone,
in 1931, there were 2,011 Party members, 399 Workers'
Association members, 48,404 Peasants’ Association
members, 8,648 Women'’s Liberation Association mem-
bers and 2,356 Young Communists’ League members.

From the high tide of revolution in the country, a
special situation was seen in some rural areas: the
masses became masters in several localities of Nghe
An, Ha Tinh, Quang Tri and Quang Ngai. In Nghe
An, Ha Tinh, peasants from the districts staged armed
demonstrations, advanced to district towns and broke
into offices, burning buildings and files, destroying
detention camps and freeing political prisoners. In
some places, the district heads had to flee or accept
the masses’ demands. The peasants’ association execu-
tive committee led by the Party cell, assumed control
of the political, economic and social life in the country-
side, performing the tasks of the soviet-style people’s
power. From September 1930 to early 1931, the Soviet
powef existed and brought into full play the masses’
mastery in the countryside. The Soviets resolutely
suppressed the counter-revolutionaries, practised dic-
tatorship against the imperialists and their henchmen,
renounced the unjust taxes and regulations imposed
by the imperialists and their henchmen and put into
effect the pcople’s democratic freedoms. They redistri-
buted communal land, compelled the landlords to reduce
principal land rent and abolish additional one, urged the
peasants to borrow the landlords’ rice to appease hun-
ger, to attend alphabetic courses, to read newspapers
and books, to renounce drinking, gambling, theft and
superstition and to organize mutual aid and cooperation
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in face of the difficulties in their life and the revelu-
tionary struggle. Under the Soviet power, there pre-
vailed a constant jubilant atmosphere among the rural
toiling masses. The Nghe Tinh soviets left the local
people and the people all over the country with pro-
found sentiments and memories. By the actual deeds
of the Soviet power, our people clearly realized that
to overthrow the imperialists and their henchmen for
the seizure of power was the only way for the toiling
masses to fulfil the requirements of thcir lives.

The more the revolutionary movement grew, the
more the French imperialists got frightened and they
sought, by all means, to repress and liquidate it.

In September 1930, the Party Central Committee
instructed the Zone Committee of Central Vietnam
to take measures to cope with the enemy’s terrorist
acts. maintain the movement, consolidate the Soviet
power and strengthen the worker-peasant self-defence
units. The peasant association had to go underground
and the secret section of the Party was built beside
the open one. In October, the Party Central Commit-
tee informed the entire Party of the establishment of
peasant sovicts in Nghe An-Ha Tinh, pointing out
the task of various Party levels to lead the masses
into the struggle while the economic crisis and the
imperialists’ terrorist acts were underway and to stage
a campaign for the defence of red Nghe Tinh while
avoiding any premature acts of violence.

Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, then living abroad, kept
a close watch on the revolutionary movement in the
country. He lauded the valiant spirit of struggle of
the masses and pointed out that the Party’s immecdiate
task was to rally, organize and mobilize the masses to
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struggle for their daily interests, but not to lead the
masses to rise up for the seizure of power in the
localities.

On 1 Aprilg31, the Communist International Exe-
cutive Committee recognized the Indochina Com-
munist Party as an independent section which came
directly under the Communist International.

The 1930-1931 high tide of revolution and the Nghe -
Tinh Soviet were of great historic significance. The
leadership of the revolution assumed by the working
class, whose representative was our Party, was put
into effect and affirmed.

The 1930-1931 high tide of revolution gave the
peasants a chance to observe, to test through reality
and to confirm their confidence in the leading abil-
ity and the thorough revolutionary spirit of the
working class. At the same time, it enabled the
peasants to see clearly and thoroughly the ultra-
reactionary nature of the landlords and the com-
pradores, the reformist and compromise character
of the natibnal bourgcoisie and the adventurist and
wavering character of the petty bourgeoisie. The
1930-1931 high tide of revolution created a firm
confidence, among the worker-peasant masses, in
the strength of their revolution and brought home
to them that the road to liberatioh of workers and
peasants and to national liberation could not be one
based on foreign assistance, but was esscntially one
of relyingon oneself for self-liberation.

The Party’s two strategic watchwords, i,e, na-
tional independence and land to the tillers, became
the confidence and the hope of the toiling people-
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The high tide of revolution further tempered our
Party, which became more mature. From it, our
Party drew precious lessons on the realization of
worker- peasant alliance, the essential condition
ensuring the Party’s leadership and the basis for
the building of a unified national front and the
armed forces in subsequent upsurges of revolution,
on the building of the *masses’ political army”,
which necessitated an early appreciation of the
work of cducation, organization and encouragements
leading the masses into the political struggle, rely-
ing on the mass movement to build up the armed
forces step by step and preparing for the advent of
armed insurrection ; on the art of staging uprisings
and building power, on the building of the Party
and preserving the characteristics of the working
class’s Party. |

The French imperialists were able to drown the
revolution in blood but they could not negate the
victories of strategic significance of the 1930-3r
high tide and the Nghe Tinh Soviet. Historical real-
ities proved that:

“Had it not been for the earthshaking class battles
of the years 1930-31, when the workers and peasants
displayed extraordinary revolutionary energy, the
upsurge of 1936-39 would not have been possible ” (1)

1. Le Duan: Under the Glorious Banner of the Party, for
Independence and Freedom, for Socialism, Ler’s Go Forward
to Win New Victories, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi,
1975, p. 39,
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THE STRUGGLE AGAINST WHITE TERROR FOR THE
RESTORATION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF THE MOVEMENT
(1932 — 1935)

Shaken by the rising mass movement and the ever
growing influence of the Party, the French impe-
rialists resorted to extremely ruthless terror, in a
hope to suppress ‘the revolutionary movement and
to eliminate the Party. Many leading organs of the
Party were destroyed. Tens of thousands of cadres,
Party members and palriots were arrested, impris-
oncd or killed.

. In Con Dao, frem 1930 to 1934, the French impe-
rialists subjected to torture and caused the death
of 8oo political prisoners. In Cong Tum, more than
300 prisoners were eliminated. On 2 May 19,3, the
Saigon criminal court tried 120 revolutionaries, of
whom 8 were sentenced to death, 19 to life impris-
onment and 79 from 5 to 20 years’ imprisonment.

In June 1931, the French imperialists, in conni-
vance with the British authorities in Hong Kong,
had Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc arrested on trumped
up charges, in an attempt to hand him over to the
French authorities in Indochina. Thanks to the help
of the world communist and worker’s movement,
of the progressive democratic personalities, partic-
ularly of Lawyer Loseby, and of his own experi-
ence in underground activitics, Comrade Nguyen Aj
Quoc managed to escape from the enemy’s claws.

In summer 1933, he arrived in the Soviet Union.

The French imperialists’ policy of white terror,

while doing damage to the revolutionary movement
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and depriving our people of their elite sons and
outstanding leaders, could not remove the causes
which started the revolution. The contradiction be-
tween the imperialists and their henchmen and the
people remained and further deepened, threatening
to explode at any time. The revolutionary move-
ment fizzled out but the people’s confidence in the
future of the revolution was, in no way, affected.
The superb examples of revolutionary heroism.
undauntedness at the imperialists’ courts, in their
security service and detention centres, of the com-
radely affection and care and of the unity and
struggle in prison cells... displayed by the commu-
nists, gave rise to our people’s profound confidence
in and admiration for the vanguard of the revolu-

tion. They greatly enhanced the prestige of the

revolution in the country and abroad, served as a
warning to the bloodthirsty imperialist hangmen
and forebode the downfall of their shaky rule in
Vietnam. At the imperialists’ court, Comrade Tran
Phu attacked the enemy’s schemes of enticement
and intimidation : “ If I know many people, it is for
the service of my Party and my country, butl
will not reveal their names so that you may per-
secute them. ” And before his death, he called on
his comrades, “to uphold their militant spirit.”
Comrade Ngo Gia Tu, at the Saigon court, firmly
stated : “It is the French imperialists who have
invaded Vietnam and enslaved her people. That’s
what prompts us to make revolution.” Accused by
the Hanoi Council of Judges, Comrade Nguyen Duc
Cainh retorled : “Itis not a crime to drive away
the invaders, to wrest back independence for the
country and to seek happiness for the. people ! ”
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Young Communists’ League member Ly Tu Trong
said to the enemy’s face : “The youths’ road can
only be the road of revolution ” and sang the Inter-
national as he mounted the guillotine. Tran Phu, .
Ngo Gia Tu, Nguyen Duc Canh and other com-
munist fighters spent their last days in prison,
writing books on the fundamentals of Leninism, the
revolutionary line of the Party and the experience
in the work of mass agitation. These were highly
instructive documents for the training of cadres and
Party members inside and outside prison.

The French imperialists tried to use a ruthless
penitentiary regime to ruin the revolutionaries
bodily and mentally. However, with their indomi-
table willand by their perseverance and scrupulous-
ness in the organizational work, the communists
turned the imperialists’ prisons into schools, arenas
of revolutionary struggle and training centres of the
Party’s leading members. Later reviewing the facts.
President Ho said : “ Making the best of their adverse
circumstances, our comrades took advantage of their
time in prison to hold conferences and to open theo-
retical study courses. This, once more, proved that
the enemy’s extremely barbarous p:licy of terror
could not prevent the advance of the revolution,
on the contrary, it became a touchstone {urther
tempering the revolutionaries. ™ (1)

After a temporary lull, the revolutionary move-

ment made a gradual recovery and again developed-

1. Ho Chi Minh, * Opening Speech at the 30 th Anniver-
sary of the Founding of the Party 7, Selected Works, Vol. 11,
Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1968, p. 147.
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Thanks to the loyalty and devotion of the Party

members and cadres who were safe from the ene- .

my’s raids and terror, to the Party members who
had escaped or freed from prison, to the protection
of the revolutionary masses, numerous Party organ-
izations were rebuilt and continued with their
work, Thus, the Parly was still able tokeep in touch
with the masses.

In June 1932, the Party put forth an Action Pro-
gramme defining the Party’s immediate task, which
wasto lead the masses to struggle for democratic
rights and better living conditions, against white
terror, preparing to engage the masses in more in-
tensive struggles when the occasion arose. The
Action Programme laid stress on the consolidation
of the Party, the building of the Party’s organiza-
tions “in utmost secrecy and with iron-like
discipline ”, which was the essential conditions for
the restoration and development of the movement.

During 1932, 1933, 1934, many workers’ strikes
broke out to demand an improvement of the living
conditions, above all the demonstration against hun-
ger by 2,000 Ha Tien workers and the struggle of
1,000 workers of the Dau Tieng rubber plantation.
Some Party cadres managed to take legitimate ac-
tion, standing for election to the Saigon Municipal
Council of legislatures 1933 and 1935 and to the
Zone Administrative Council of Cochinchina in 1935
Others used thc open press media to expose the
imperialists’ henchmen, to criticize the bourgeois
reactionary political, philosophical, literary and art
viewpoints and to present the Party’s philosophical,
literary and art viewpoints. Several Party organi-
zations resorted to semi-legal measures such as the

44

formation of rice transplanting associations, reaping
associations, music associations, reading association
football associations... in order to rally the broad
masses. The cadres and Party members kept in pris-
ons often led and staged struggles against murder,
terror, dcath scntences, gaoler’s cruelties and for the
improvement of the penitentiary regime

During these years of hardship, our Party enjoyed
the wholehearted assistance from the Communist
International and other brotherly Parties. T

In 1934, the overseas leading board of the Party
was founded. It had the duty to unify the Party
organizations which had been rebuilt in the country,
to rehabilitate the organizations destroyed by the
enemy, to build new bases, to train and educate cadres
and to prepare for the Party congress.

In September 1934, on the basis of the development
of the Lao revolutionary movement and of the com-
munist organizations in Laos, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Lao Party section was established.

In March .935, the first nationwide Congress of
representatives of the Party was held in Ma Cao
(China). Present at the Congre s were 15 represent-
atives who came on behalf of all the Party organiza.
tions and members of the three Indochinese coun-
tries. The Congress outlined three main, immediate
tasks of the Party, which were to consolidate and
develop the Party, to rally the broad masses and to
oppose the imperialist war. It also elected a new Cen-
tral Executive Committee (1). The first Party

1. The Party Central Commitiee comprised 9 members
with Comrade Le Hong Phong as Secretary General.
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Congress strengthened the unification of the Party's
organizational system, unified the revolutionary
movements under the leadership of the Central Execu-
tive Committee, enhanced the confidence of the Party
members and the masses and prepared forces to
advance to a new revolutionary upsurge. However,
the Congress had a shortcoming: it failed to see
through the danger of fascism in the world and the
possibility of staging an intensive campaign against
fascism, war and for freedom, welfare and peace.

Following the Congress, the revolutionary move-
ment continued to recover and to gain in strength-
The strikes for better living conditions by drivers at
the Thu Dau Mot pottery, Saigon coachmen, rubber
plantation workers, and husking mill workers in
Cochinchina broke out one after another. Peasants in
Cao Bang, Lang Son fought against forced labour,
Revolutionary prisoners in Buon Ma Thuot detention
cenire struggled against terror, repression and torture
by the French imperialists. In the fields of press,
literature and art and in the -people’s councils, the
legitimate activities carried out by a number of
Party members and patriotic intellectuals continued
to gain scope.

After 4 years of braving white terror, restoring

and developing the movement, our Party not ouly
stood firm but was also further tempered. It had,
then, prepared adequate conditions for a new revo-
lutionary upsurge. The years of restoring and devel-
oping the movement enabled the Party to draw rich
experience in the ideological work and the organiza-
tional work during the period of preserving its forces,
in the use of various forms and methods of social
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activities to cover the underground organizations and 10
rally the masses, and in the preparalion to bring the
movement to a new height.

THE INDOCHINA DEMOCRATIC FRONT
(1936-1939)

The grave consequences of the economic cri§is of
1929-1933 and the depression which followed‘ in the
imperialist countries further deepened. the social con-
tradiction there and facilitated the growth of the
revolutionary movement. To cope with the masses’
movement of struggle, the monopoly capitalists in
some imperialist countries abolished the bourgeois
democratic freedoms and pursued a dictatorial fascist
policy. The German-Italian-Japanese fascists were
linked up into an “axe” of considerable strengt'h
They made frenzied preparations for war to redis-
tribute the world market and for an invasion of the
Soviet Union in an attempt to liquidate the bulwark
of the world revolution.

In face of this situation, the Seventh Congress of
the Communist International (July 193¢) instructed
that the direct, immediate objective of the working
class and the labouring people all over the world at
the time was not to struggle to overthrow capitalism
and to build socialism, but to struggle against fascism
and the fascist war of aggression, for democracy and
peace. Therefore, the Communist Parties in all coun-
tries should unify the workers’ forces and establish
a broad popular front which would include all' pa-
triotic, democratic, progressive parties and factions,
and all strata_of the people in order to unify their
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action against the principal, immediate enemy —
fascism.

Comrade Le Hong Phong, head of our Party’s
delegation to the Congress, read a speech on the si-
tuation of the Indochinese revolution and the activi-
ties of the Indochinese Cominunist Party since it
came into being. At this congress Comrade Le Hong
Phong was elected alternate member of the Com-
munist nternational Exccutive Committee. Comrade
Nguyen "Ai Quoc, who was then following study
courses in Lenin University in Moscow, was also
invited to the Congress.

In the drive against fascism, the French Popular
Front, the core of which was the French Communist
Party, won the general elections in, April 1936. In
June, the Popular Front government came into power
in France. The event directly bore on the political
situation in the three Indochinese countries.

As a result of the economic crisis and the French
imperialists’ policy of repression, our people from all
walks of life, including the national bourgeoisie, the
small and medium landowners were longing for new
democratic changes.

On the basis of the realities in our country and of
the Resolution of the Communist International 7th
Congress, in July 1936, Comrade Le Hong Phong
convened and chaired a conference of the Party’s
Central Executive Committec in Shanghai (China)
with a view to working out the Party’s new line.
The conference held that the anti-imperialist and
- anti-feudalist strategic task set forth by our Party at
its foundation remained unchanged, but the direct,
immediate objective of the revolution now was not
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to overthrow the French imperialists’ rule and to
carry out land revolution, but to struggle against the
colonial reactionaries, instruments of fascism, for
democratic freedoms, welfare and peace. To realize
the objective, the Conference advocated founding the
Indochina Anti-imperialist Popular Front, later chang-
ed into Indochina Unified Democratic Front and
shortened to Indochina Democratic Front, including
all social classes, parties, nationalities, organizations
and political groups which were for democratic re-
forms and progress. Concerning the forms and meth-
ods of struggle, the Party Central Committee
advocated exploiting thoroughly the possibilities of
legal and semi-legal activities to make propaganda
among and to organize the masses, at the same time
consolidating and developing the Party’s underground
organizations, combining legal and semi-legal activi-
ties with illegal ones to develop the Party’s organiza-
tion and the Democratic Front, and stepping up the
masses’ movement of struggle.

Toturn the Pariy’s new line, into the masses’ revo-
lutionary movement, the Central Committee’s meet-
ings in March 1937 and September 1937 had a thorough
discussion on the Party’s organizational work during
the period of Democratic Front. These meetings
decided to establish the Anti-imperialist Youths’
Union in replacement of the Young Communists’
League, the Workers’ Association in replacement of
the Workérs’ Red Association, the Peasants’ Associa-
tion in replacement of the Peasants’ Red Association
and the Popular Relief organization in replacement
of the Red Relief organization. The open, semi-open
and simple activities were stepped up to rally the broad
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masses, such as the establishment of friendship asso-
ciations, mutual aid associations. reading groups,
evening class courses, sports groups, music bands,
cooperatives, social function associations, etc. A num-
ber of cadres of the Party and the Front were sent
to work in various reformist and reactionary organi-
zations in order to denounce the crimes of the im-
perialists and their henchmen, to expose the reac-
tionary leaders and to win the masses over to the
revolutionary side The guiding principles for the
building of the Party at the tiine were: “ It is better
to have a smaller Party membership which is pure
than a bigger one which is not wholly reliable”
“concerning th: mass organizations, quantity is the
key point, but for the Party organization, quality is
essential”; to stage an unrelenting struggle against
the trotskyists, the provocateurs and the anti-Party
elements These correct principles regarding the
organizational work ensured a speedy and complete
realization of the Party’s new political line. Besides,
the Party leadership was further strengthened by a
large number of cadres who had becn freed from
prisons.

In October 1938, after a course of study at the
Institute for National anda Colonial ‘Questions in the
Soviet Union, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc returned
to the country with thc unanimous consent of the
Communist International. While trying by every
means to return home he paid much attention to the
activities of the revolutionary movement in the coun-
try. He regularly sent toour Party the right instruc-
tions. He pointed out: the main task of the revolution
at this time was to strugele for democratic freedoms,
the Front organization should be broad, embracing
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people from all walks of life, the national bourgeoisie
and the progressive personalities in Indochina includ-
ed; no compromise at all with the trotskyists;
relentless struggle against sectarism, and preservation
of a close relationship with the French Communist
Party and the French Popular Front.

The Party’s line of struggling for freedom, wel-
fare and peace constituted the right answer to the
pressing demand of the revolution and the people’s
aspiration at the time. A new high tide of revolution
surged up all over the country. It started with a
wovement of struggle for the convening of an In-
dochinese Congress The preparatory committee for
the Indochinese Congress was set up, consisting of
represeniatives of the workers, peasants, intellec-
tuals, women, journalists and bourgeocis. Within a
short time, in various factories, mines, plantations,
cities and towns and in the countryside, Action Com-
mittees were formed to rally the masses and to elect
representatives  to  the Indochinese Congress. In
southern Vietnam alone, there were 600 action commit-
tees. Under the pressure of the masses, the French
Government had to free alarge number of political
prisoners, issue a decree for the eight-hour working
day and for the ten day annual paid leave. Soon after
that, the French ordered a ban on the Indochinese
Congress. However, the democratic movement all
over the country never ceased to grow up. In 1937,
there were over 400 struggles by workers, with
120,000 participants for better living conditions, free-
dom to organize workers’ associations and friendship
associations and over 150 struggles by the peasants,
with more than 30,000 participants, demanding
redistribution of communal land, rcduction of tax and
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. statutory labour, election of local dignitaries, rural
reform, and protceting against “excessive collection
and unjust obligation ”—On the occasion of the visit
by Justin Godard, envoy of the French Popular
Front, who came to investigate the Indochinese
situation, and the visit by Brévié, who came to take
up his post as governor general, tens of thousands of
people from all walks of life joined in the struggle
for a general amnesty to political prisoners, for the
abolition of poll tax, freedom of speech and freedom
of association. In 1937 and 1938, our Party won great
victory in the elections to the Central Vietnam
People’s Council and the Tonkin People’s Council.
Candidates from the Party and the Democratic Front
were clected with the highest percentage of votes.

On the Party’s initiative, the Association for the
Propagation of National Script was established. Large
numbers of dailies and periodicals were openly
published by the Party and the Democratic Front in
Vietnamese and French in north, central and south
Vietnam : Dan Chung (Public), Lao Dong (Labour).
Thoi Bao (Time), Ban Dan (People’s Friend), Thoi T he
“(Situation), T'in Tuc (News), Doi Nay (Present Time),
Tieng noi cua chung ta (Our Voice) Nhanh Lua
(Paddy Twig), KinhTe (Economy), TanVan (Review),
Dan Moi (New People), Pho Thong (Universal). The
Party’s papers campaigned for the Party’s lines and
policies, propagated Marxism-Leninism and, at the
same time, rallied and organized the masses. Large
numbers of books were written openly introducing
socialism, communism and giving information on
the Soviet Union and literary works of critical
realism were published
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May Day was, for the first time in our country,
celebrated openly in Hanoi, Saigon and other cities
and towns in 1938-1939 with tens of thousands of
participants. The May Day mass rally in 1938 was
held in Hanoi with 25,000 persons taking part. This
was one of the occasions to rally the masses and to
display the great strength of the democratic move-
ment.

Early in 1938, when Daladier came into power,
the French government went more and more to the
right. Under the pretext of defending France and
Indochina, the Daladier government put forth sev-
eral reactionary policies: tax increase, compulsory
state bonds, closure of the Dan Chung and persecu-
tion of the participants in the struggle.

The Party Central Committee meeting in March
1938 affirmed the victories already achieved. The
meeting criticized such * leftist ” deviations as isola-
tionism, narrow-mindedness, failure to make full
use of the legal and semi-legal methods to step up
the movement and such “rightist ” deviations as over-
confidence in thelegal method, complacency in par-
tial victories leading to negligence in the consolida-
tion of the Party’s underground organizations, lack
of vigilance against the trotskyist peril and unprmcx-
pled cooperation wnh the trotskyist elements, over-’
estimating the persuasion work as regards the bour-
geoisie and the landowning class, underestimating
the need to consolidate and to develop the workers’
and peasants’ revolutionary forces and underestimat
ing the importance of the worker-peasant alliance.
The meeting decided to consolidate the Puarty’s or-
ganizations and to combine closely the open activ-
ities with the underground activities. The mecting
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also elected Comrade Nguyen Van Cu as Secretary-
General of the Party.

¥n March 1939, our Party issued a Manifesto
pointing out the coming peril of fascism and the
French Government’s suppression of democratic
freedoms, intensified exploitation of the French
people and the colonial peoples and preparations for
war. The Manifesto called on all strata of the people
to unify their action in struggling for democratic
freedoms, against the war danger, to discard the
trotskyists and to vote for the candidates of the
Democratic Front.

In July 1939, Comrade Nguyen Van Cu wrote and
gllowed publication of the booklet ‘*Self-criticism”
in which he drew experience in the campaign for
election of the Cochinchina Zone Administrative
Council, analvsed the experience in giving leadership
to the Democratic Front and criticized the tendencies
running counter to the Party’s line, thus contributing
to enhancing the unity of will and action within
the Party.

It was a rare case that in such a colonial and semi-
feudal country as ours there was a period when the
working class’s - revolutionary Party was able to
make full use of legal and semi-legal activities close-
ly combined with underground, illegal activities in
order to mobilize and educate millions of people
intensively. With the forces and the terrain chiefly
created in 1930-31 and restored in 1932 through 1935,
millions of workers, peasants and other people from
different walks of life were now educated and
reorganized in accordance with the Party’s revolu-
tionary line. A new contingent of revolutionary
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cadres was formed during the great upsurge of the
democratic movement. Once more, our Party was
tempered and. to a great extent, matured. Having
had a firm grasp of the strategic line and experience
in handling the methed of revolution, our Party
became well-versed in both strategy and tactic
Through the realities of the three years of struggle
for democracy, our Party was armed with rich
experience in defining the principal, immediale ene-
my and the direct, immediate ob jective of the revo-
Jution, in organizing a broad unified front on the
basis of worker-peasant alliance, in combining legal
and illegal activities and in linking the democratic and
national requirements during the period of democratic
reforms. Thus, the victories of the Democratic Front
had, in effect, prepared the forces and the terrain for
the subsequent upsurge of a broad struggle for
national salvation in the years 1939-45.

UPSURGE OF NATIONAL SALVATION (1930~1945)
AND THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

In September 1939, the Second World War broke
out. In Indcchina, the French colonialists ruthlessly
repressed the revolutionary movement led by our
Party and at the same time, issued the order of
general mobilization, sceking by all means to obtain
manpower and wealth here to provide for their
imperialist war. The war put our country in a new
conjuncture. The imperialists’ policy of pillage, ex-
tortion and fascist terror in the war would speed up
the process of revolutionizing the people and swiftly
give rise to a situation in which both the exploiting
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and the exploited classes could no longer lead the
same life as before. Because of the war, the task of
overthrowing the imperialists’ and their henchmen’s
pbower was now the direct, immediate task of the
revolution. Legal struggle (1) for democracy and
better living conditions was no longer possible and
no longer the direct objective of the revolution. The
Party gave timely instructions to its organs and
cadres, engaged in legal and semi-legal activities, to
go fast underground, to shift the centre of work to
the countryside, and to rely on the countryside to
carry on with their work and to strongly enhance the
revolutionary forces in both the countryside and the
towns, :

In November 1939, the Party Central Committee
met in Ba Diem (Hoc Mon, Gia Dinh) with the
participation of Comrades Nguyen Van Cuy, Le Duan,
Phan Dang Luu, Vo Van Tan, etc. The conference
laid stress on national liberation as the primary task
of the Indochinese revolution “The anti-imperialist
revolution and the land revolution are the keys of
the bourgeois democratic  revolution, The land
revolution could not succeed without a successful
anti-imperialist revolution and vice-versa. This prin-
ciple would never change but it should be cleverly
applied in such a way as to successfully perform the
essential task of the revolution, i.e. to overthrow

L. 1t was no longer possible to carry on the legal struggle

for democratic freedoms and a better life : aj public com-
Munist groups responsible for the papers **News " in Hano
and **The Masses” in Saigon were arrested, Progressive
literature was forbidden or confiscated. Friendship associa-
tions were closed and their properties confiscated.
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Imperialism” (1). On the basis of this new orientation
of strategic line, the conference advocated shelving
temporarily the watchword of the land revolution ;
meanwhile, it put forth the policy of opposing high
land rent, exorbitant money interest and of confis-
cating the land of the Imperialists and the landlords
who betrayed the national cause to distribute to the
tillers. To gather forces for the overthrow of the
imperialists’ and their henchmen’s power, the confer-
ence advocated establishing the Indochina anti-
imperialist unified national Front. The main force of
the Front was the workers and peasants and it was
the Front’s policy to ally with or to neutralize the
local bourgeoisie and the middle and small land
owners, under the leadership of the proletariat The
conference pointed out that the imperialist war
would create the opportunity for the Indochinese
Tevolution to break out and the Party’s task was to
get prepared for a violent action to seize power when
the opportunity arose. The conference stressed the
unity of mind and action within the entire Party
and made clear that this unity should be based on
Marxist-Leninist theory, a correct political line and
the principle of democratic centralism, while main-
taining a close relationship with the masses and fos-
tering the determination, the readiness to sacrifice
and the devotion to the revolutionary cause of all
Party members. The conference resolution drew
attention to the task of building Party and revolu-
tionary bases in Laos and Kampuchea

L. Party’s Documents 1930-45, Vol. III, published by the
Commission for the Study of the Party’s History, 1977, p. 58
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The 1939 conference of the Party Central Com-
mittee gave the right answer to the questions of
strategy and method of revolution in overthrowing
the imperialists’ and their henchmen’s power. Thus,
it met the pressing requirements of the wartime and
the revolution and, at the same time, contributed to
the treasurc of experience in carrying out a national
democratic revolution under the leadership of the

Party.

In June 1940, the Hitlerite fascists occupied France.
Taking advantage of this, the Japanese fascists in-
vaded Indochina. The French colonialists surrender-
ed to the Japanese but the indomitable Vietnamese
people rose up against both the Japanese and the
French. In September 1940, the Bac Son uprising
broke out, followed by the Nam Ky uprising in No-
vember 1940. In January 1941, there was an army
mutiny in Do Luong. These events signalled the ad-
vent of a new period in our country: the period of
the entire people rising up in arms to overthrow the
invaders and the traitors, to win independence and
freedom, the period of partial insurrections likely
to break out in anticipation of a nationwide general
insurrection. (1)

In November 1940, the Party Central Committee
met in Dinh Bang (Bac Ninh province), with the
participation of Comrades Truong Chinh, Phan Dang

1. The two insurrections ot Bac Son (27 September 1940)
and Nam Ky (23 November 1940) were led by the Indo-
chinese Communist Party. The Do Luong mutiny was started
by sergeant Nguyen Vap Cung. It was not led by the Indo-
chinese Communist Party and failed to enlist the support of

the masses.
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Luu, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang Quoc Viet. The confer-
ence pointed out the danger of a double yoke faced
by the Indochinese peoples, the oppression of Indo-
china by the Japanese and French imperialists who
were the principal enemies of the Indochinese peo-
ples, at the time. Therefore, the Party’s immediate
task was to lead the Indochinese peoples to prepare
for armed insurrection to overthrow the Japanese
and French fascists and to seize power for the peo-
ple. The conference decided to maintain the armed
force of the Bac Son uprising, the first revolutionary
armed detachment led by our Party, as the core for
the building of the political base and the revolution-
ary base The conference decided to suspend the Co-
chinchina uprising for lack of appropriate conditions.
But because of difficulties in the liaison work, the
Party Central Committee’s decision did not come in |
time and the uprising broke out. The conference
appointed a provisional Central Executive Committee
to continue with the work of leadership, in replace-
ment of the 1939 Committcc which was broken by
the imperialists, Comrade Truong Chinh was made
acting secretary of the Party Central Executive Com-
mittee.

A sense of urgency was felt in the situation of
the world and the country when the French colo-
nialists, the incumbent rulers of Indochina, surrend-
ered to the German and Japanese fascists. Within
two months, the Bac Son and the Cochinchina upri.
sings broke out. New opportunitics were arising for
the Indochinese revolution.

Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc decided to return to the
country to give direct leadership to the revolution:
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He arrived in the homeland on § February 1941 and
took secret residence in Pac Bo (Ha Quang, Cao
Bang). His first task was to work out the general
lines for the founding of the Viet Minh and to pre-
pare for a conference of the Party Central Com-
mittee

In May 1941, the conference of the Party Central
Committee, convened and chaired by Comrade
Nguyen Ai Quoc, representative of the Communist
International, took place in Pac Bo. Present at the
conference were Comrades Truong Chinh, Hoang
Van Thu, Phung Chi Kien, Hoang Quoc Viet, dele-
gates from the zone Party Committees of Tonkin
and  Central Vietnam and delegates working
abroad,

At this juncture, the German fascists were going
to attack the Soviet Union. The conference held
that if the Germans attack the Saviet Union, they
would be annihilated, revolutions in several coun-
tries would succeed and numerous socialist countries
would come into being. Having made a thorough
analysis -of the situation in the country and the
world, the conference concluded that the immediate
revolution was the revolution of national liberation,
that the revolutionary forces of the country should
be spearheaded against the Japanese-German fascist
aggressors, because “...at this juncture, if the ques-
tion of national liberation could not be solved and
_ independence, freedom could not be won for the

entirc nation, our nation and our people would
have to go on living in slavery and the people’s
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rights and the class interests would never be
secured '(1).

The conference developed and perfected the reso-
lutions of the 1939 conference and the 1940 confer-
ence of the Central Committee on the question of
national liberation, the policy of solving the national
question within the framework of each country of
Indochina, the founding of the Front for the Inde-
pendence of Vietnam (shortened to Viet Minh) which
embraced the national salvation associations of the
people from all walks of life (the Workers’ National
Salvation Association, the Peasants’ Association for
National Salvation, the Youth Association for Na-
tional Salvation, the Women’s Association for Na-
tion Salvation, the Aged Pcople’s Association for
National Salvation, the Military Association for Na-
tional Salvation, the Buddhist believers’ Association
for National Salvation, the Overseas Vietnamese
Association for National Salvation) and applied a
highly flexible tactic to differentiate the enemies

- and to win over as many forces as possible with a

view to saving the country and liberating the nation.
The conference deemed it necessary that the Alliance
for the Independence of Vietnam should help the
Lao people to set up the Alliance for the Inde-pen
dence of Laos and the Kampuchean people to set up
the Alliance for the Independence of Kampuchea,
advancing to the founding of the All-Indochina
Unified Front in order to drive out their common
enemies, i. € the Japanese and French, and to win
independence for each country.

1. **Resolution of: the Central Committee Conference in
May 1941” Party's documents 1939-45 Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1969, p. 194,

63




After driving away the Japanese and French im-
perialists, a Vietnam Democratic Republic would
be founded, with a golden-star red flag as its na-
tional flag, o

The confercuce pointed out that the central task
of our Party aad people at this stige was to prepare
for insurrections. Based on the experience of the

- Nghe Tinh Soviets an:d the Bac Son, Cochinchina
insurrections, the conference held that when the
opportunity arose “ with our available forces, we
can lead a partial insurrection in the localities the
success of which will pave the way for a great gen-
eral insurrection” (1). The conference paid particular
altention to the training of cadres, the increase of
the worker proportion in the Party’s membership,
the agitation work among the workers combined
with that among the peasants and the enemy’s sol-
diers. The conference appointed an official central

executive commiitee and elected Comrade Truong

Chinh as the Party’s Secretary General,

The resolution of the Central Committee's con-
ference of May 1941 and Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc’s
Appeal to the fellowcountrymen after the confer-
ence greatly inspired the entire Party and people.

The Central Committee’s conference of 1941 was
of particular historic significance. Taking a firm
grasp of the objective of national liberation as the
central task the conference defined the directions and
the measures for rallying the anti-imperialist forces
in an appropriate national unified front, the Viet

1. “*Resolution of the Party Central Committee’s Confer- -
ence in May 1941 Party's Documents 1930-1945. Vol. 111,
published by the Commission for the Study of the Party’s
History, 1977, pp. 216-217.
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Minh, and advocated waging partial insurrections
in preparation for a general insurrection. These were
“great initiaiives put forward by the Party and pres-
ident Ho Chi Minh in the high tide of national sal-

~vation of 1940 through 1945 and they were one of

the essential factors cnsuring the success of the Au-
gust Revolution™ (1).

The resclution of the Central Committee in 1941
was, later, complemented and made concrete by the
resolutions ot the meetings of the Party Central
Standing Committee and by the important directives
of the Central Committee. -

In December 1941, the Central Committee issued
Directive on Organizational Work, defining t.he
guide-lines to enable the Party to give effective
leadership to the masses’ revolutionary m9vement
and the struggle against the enemy’s terrorl‘st ?Cts’
thus making it possible for the mass organizations
to enlist large numbers of participants. In the same
month, the Central Committee issued a communique
onthe War in the Pacific and the Party's Urgent Task.
The Communiqué made it clear that wherever the
Allied forces came, the people there should rise up
to establish the local provisional revolutionary power-
and get into confact with them under the name
of the local government.

The Viet Minh Programme was in conformity
with the people’s aspiration for independence and
freedom. All the Vietnamese patriots gave a warm

1. Le Duan, *The Vietnam Workers’ Party, t‘he Leader
and the Organiser of All the Successe§ of the Vletnamcic,
Revolution . Secialist Revolution in Vxem.am, Sclected Works,
Vol II, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1976, p. 649.
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welgorpe to the Programme and made their best. to
put it into effect. That was why Viet Minh develc;p—

§d very quickly despite the enemy’s ruthless terror-
ism.

' EFOIP 1943. the great victories of the Soviet Union
in Stalingrad and other fronts brought the second
world war to an essential turning-point. The fate
of t'he German — Italian — Japanese fascists was
coming to a close. Favourable conditions for the op-
pressed peoples to rise up were being created. To
be able to seize the historic opportunity, in Feb.rua-
Ty 1943, the Central Standing Committee Conference
decided that measures should bz taken to bring about
a speedy upsurge in the revolutionary movement
throughout the country. The conference assessed
that while the movement of national salvation was
quite strong in the countryside, it remained weak
in the urban areas, above all, the big cities, where
the Party and the Viet Minh Front had n;t been
able to encourage the movement of young stu-
dents and iatellectuals. The conference advocated
widening the Viel Minh Front and strongly stepping
up the movement in cities and towns. In 1943 the
Par'ty put forth the Vietnam Cultural Thesis 1o rally -
writers and artists and intellectuals into the Cultural
A.s.socz'azz'on for National Salvation, a branch of the
Viet Minh Front. The clandestine publications of the
Party and the Viet Minh Front laid bare the pro-
Japan thoughts, the vain hope for Japanese assistance
and the illusion of seizing power through peaceful
negotiation with the Japanese and struggled against
the trotskyist provocateurs and sabotageurs and the

-
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A.B. (1), against the divisionist and factionist lines in
order to consolidate solidarity, single-mindedness of
the Party and the Front and the enhance the Party’s
leadership vis-a-vis the Vietnamese revolution.

Based on the lines adopted by the Conference of
1943, in June 1944, our Party helped the patriotic
intellectuals to found the Vietnam Democratic Party
with a view to rallying the large numbers of intellec-
tuals and national bourgeois.

In September 1943, as soon as he was freed from
LLiao Zhou prison, Comrade Ho Chi Minh made con-
tact with the Association for the Liberation of Viet-
nam. As a result of his activities in March 1944 the
conference of representatives of parties and patriotic
mass organizations of Victnamese residents in China
was held. The aim of the conference was to discuss
how to mobilize overseas Vietnamese and people
within the country to drive away the Japanese and
the French, and win back national independence. The
Chiang Kai—shek government attempted to take ad-
vantage of the conference and to use organizations of
Vietnamese henchmen as a tool to carry out their
hegemonist scheme vis-a-vis our country. At this
conference Comrade 1Ho Chi Minh in his capacity as
a representative of the Vietnam section of the Inter-
national Congress against aggression delivered an
important report. He laid stress on lessons of histo-
ric significance of the Vietnamese rcvolution drawn

1. A.B. (Anti-Bolshevik) were the anti-communist provoca-
teurs who worked under the name of communism. It was an
organization set up by the French imperialists. They got into
the Party, seeking to sow discord within the Party and to
undermine the Indochinese revolutionary movement.
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from 4o vears of heroic struggle against the invaders:
“If there are no unified forces in the whole country
and strong aid from outsidle, the movement for na-
tional salvation can hardly besnccessful ”. (1) Comrade
Ho Chi Minh pointed out that between the two fac-
tors, namely internal unity and forcign aid, the first
one was a fundamental one. “Tf we have no force
to base cursclves on there can be no question of fo-
reign aid.” (2) “To unite the entire people there
should be a large organization.” (3) This [ront ral-
lies all patriotic organizations and individuals irres-
pective of their ages, sexes, religion, occupation, clas-
ses and political parties. It is the anti-Japanese and
anti-French national united front. To achieve broad
unity the front should hold up principles and work
style: to take national salvations as a basis on which
to unite parties; the common affairs of the country
should be discussed and agreed upon by all members;
they should not talk about political partics and attack
one another but cooperate with one another, “those
who have money can offer moncy, those who have
manpower can offcr manpower ™. (4)

At the Conference manipulated by the representa-
tive of the Chiang Kai-shek government, and comn-
posed of disparate elements, Comrade Ho Chi Minh
put forth slogans on unity and did not hesitate to
stress the role of the Communist Party : « Of all polit-
ical parties, the most famous is the Communist

1, 2,3, 4: Ho Chi Minh, Report of the Vietnam Section
under the International Congress Against  Aggression at ths
Conference on the Vietnamese Revelution Overseas, Liao Zhou,
March 1944. Documents deposited at the Institute for the
Study of the Party’s History.
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Party of Vietnam." (1) He pointed out: “The Viet-
namese people are not afraid of communism, because
it is the idcological current of the era, the humanist
ideology and the world community.” (2) In this dif-
ficult situation, Comnrade Ho Chi Minh did not slack
the principles of strugglé but'sfood for suitable meth-
ods of struggle. He exposed the divisive and dis-
ruptive plots of the reactionary henchmen of the
Chinese Kuomintang. He poined that their allegations
were * empty talk of idle people.” (3) and “are not
worth discussing. And we should let the spring wind
disperse them and the future assert itself by the
truth.” (4) He pointed out: *Only hardships, diffi-
culties and danger await us in the performance of
our present tasks. There is no room for personal con-
siderations,boasting and social positions. "{ ‘

()

- In August 1944, in accordance with the Party’s
line, the Viet Minh Central organ issued an appeal
and staged a campaign for “acquiring arms to drive
away the enemy™. The campaign of building the
armed forces, establishing revolutionary bases and
preparing for armed insurrection was stepped up
in the mountainous and midland regions, in combi-
nation with the masses’ political struggle in the
plains, the countryside and the towns. By this time,
the National Salvation Army detachment had extend-
ed its armed propaganda activities from the Bac Son—
Vu Nhai bases to Tuyen Quang, Vinh Yen and, at
the same time, opened the way north-ward to link
with the Cao Bang base. With the masses’ movement
of political struggle highly dcveloped, armed and

1,2, 3,4, 5. op, cit,



semi-armed revolutionary organizations were found-
ed and a system of interacted bases was established
from Cao Bang to Ha Giang, Bac Can and Lang Son.
The two large bases in the North (Cao Bang and Bac
Son — Vu Nhai) were linked together in  preparation
for thé setting up of the liberation zone later on.
The wholc country was secthing with revolutionary
zeal. In some localities, particularly the bases, the
masses were anxious for action, but the Party pointed
out that the opportunity for an all-nation insurrection
was yet to come.

In October 1944, after a period of work abroad,
Comrade Ho Chi Minh (1) returned and ordered the
postponement of the Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang Son (2)
insurrections. Comrade Ho Chi Minh explained the
characteristics of the time saying “ the stage of peace-
fully developed revolution has passed but the stage
of general insurrection by the entire people hasn't
come”. It was necessary to find an appropriate way
to step up the masses’ political struggle and, at the
same time, to prepare for armed struggle. Comrade
Ho Chi Minh gave the instruction to found the

1. From August 1942 to October 1944, Comrade Nguyen
Ai Quoc worked in China and assumed the name of Ho Chi
Minh. From 29 August 1942 to 10 September 1943, Comrade
Ho Chi Minh was illegally detained by the Chang Kai-shek
administration.

2. Except for the provinces of Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang
Son,_conditions were not yet ripe to start a nationwide
insurrection. Thus if insurrections broke out in these prov-~
inces, they would be suppressed by the French troops.
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Vietnam Propaganda Liberation Army detachment. (1)

[he instruction pointed out that our revolution was
the revolution of the entire people, so it is necessary
to mobilize the entire people and to arm the entire
people. While building a concentrated army detach-
ment, it was necessary to maintain the armed forces
in the localities. The regular army detachment had
the duty to give guidance, training and help to the
local armed forces. The guide-line for the activities
of the Vietnam Propaganda Liberation Army detach-
ment was to rely on the people, to combine military
action: with political one, the former taking precedence
over the latter, and to conduct a guerrilla war based
on speed, secrecy and surprise. The Vietnam Propa-
ganda Liberation Army detachment was small at .
first, but it was *the starting point of the liberation
army, it can go from the North to the South, every-
where in our country Vietnam”. On 22 December
1944, the Vietnam Propaganda Liberation Army
detachment was founded in Cao Bang with Comrade
Vo Nguyen Giap as the organizer and the commander.
The Vietnam Propaganda Liberation Army detach-
ment, together with the National Salvation Army
units (2), stepped up the political struggle combined

1. As President Ho Chi Minh had instructed the Viet-
nam Propaganda Liberation Army stress must be laid on
political rather than military ®matters. Skilful propaganda
methods should be used to organize the masses and convince
them to rise up against the enemy.

2. Following the Bac Son insurrection (17 September 1940)
the insurrectionists were organized into concentrated guerilla
groups which bore the name of * National Salvation Troops "’
and were placed under the leadership of tke Indochiaese
Communist Party. In a short time these groups had been
developed into 3 platoons,
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With the armed struggle, leading to thé movement of
fighting the French and drivingr away the Japanese
?ll over the country. By this time, the Central Stand-
ing Committee had already amended its plan for the
untimely armed struggle in the Vu Nhai-Dinh Ca
(November 1944) and moved the struggle into a cor-
rect direction.

From 1944 to early 1945, on the European front,
the Soviet army won decisi re victories through a
series of strategic counter-offensives, bringing the war
to the gate of the German fascists’ lair. The end of
the German fascists had been tolled. The Japanese
fascists’ fate in the East was being shaken to the root.
To avert the risk of a French sudden attack when
the Allied forces advanced to Indochina, the Japanese
staged a coup de force, removing the French and
scizing Indochina. On the night of g March 1945, the
armed conflict between the Japanese and the French
broke out. Within one day, the French colonialists
surrendered to the Japanese in the whole of Indochina.

Qur Party had long since foreseen a Japanese coup
against thc French, “ The Japanese are making fast
preparations to deprivethe French of their power ” (1),
“both the Japanese and French.., are heading for a
fatal showdown ” (2).

\From g to 12 March 1945, the Central Standing
Committee held an enlarged conference to assess the

’l. "'Exposing the Japanese Imperialists’ Dark Schemes”:
Liberation Banner, No. 3, 15 Feb, 1944, Su That Puhlishing
House, 1955, p 21I.

2. " The ulcer should break ', Liberation Banner, No. 7, 28
Sept. 1944, Su That Publishing House, 1955, p. 46.
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developments following the coup and to work out
the revolutionary lines for the new stage. The con-
ference was of the opinion that the coup would give
rise to a profound political crisis which speedily
ripened the conditions for the general insurrection.
The conference decided to replace the slogan ** Drive
away the Japanese and the French” by “Drive
away the Japancse fascists " and to launch a power ful
campaign against the Japanese for national salvalion,
advancing swiftly 1o general insurreclion lo seize
power. Wherever favourable conditions existed. guerilla
warfare should be waged to take over the local govern-
ment. To accelerate the upsurge of national salvation,
the conference decided to take up more intensive
and bolder forms and methods of struggle such
as “ propaganda work with revolutionary guards’
escort ", “shock brigades”, show-of -strength proces-
sions and demonstrations, open mass gatherings,
establishment of people’s revolutionary committees,
building and expanding military zones and revolu-
tionary bases. The key measure to intensify the
revolutionary movement then was to instigate the
people “to break open the rice stores to avert famine ™
with a view to rallying a mass political army in
preparation for the general insurrection. The assess-
ments and resolutions of the conference were rellected
in the historic directive “ The Japanese French Clash
and Our Action” issued by the Central Standing
Committee on 1z March 1945, which gave timely
guidance to and brought into full play the independ-
ent, creative spirit of the local Party organs.

Since late March, the Vietnamese revolution had
grown into an upsurge and partial insurrections
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broken out one after another in several localities. (1)
Revolutionary bases were set up. (2) The Vietnam
Propaganda Liberation Army detachment and the
National Salvation Army detachment, in combination
with the people’s uprisings, liberated numerous can-
tons, districts and villages of the Cao Bang, Ba®
Can, Lang Son, Thai Nguycn, Tuyen Quang, Bac
Giang provinces. In Quang Ngai, on n March 1945,
the Ba To insurrection broke out. The Ba To guer-
rilla detachment, the first revolutionary armed
detachment of the southern central Vietnam, came
into being. Following the Party’s line, political pris-
oners in Nghia Lo, Son La, Buon Me Thuot, Hoa
Lo (Hanoi) and other prisons seized the favourable
opportunities to rise up, compelling the enemy to
release them or breaking away or organizing
escapes from the detention centres. This was a source
of supply for the Party’s need of activists and an
important factor contributing to the intensification

1. Partial fnsurrections broke out in many localities such
as in Ban Yen Nhan (Hai Hung province), in the provinces
of Bac Giang, Hoa Binh, Nghia Lo, Son La, Quang Ngai
Buon Me Thuot. :

2. Besides the main bases that had been established in
such provinces as Cao Bang, Bac Can Lang Son, Thai
Nguyen, Tuyen Quang some new bases Were set up at some
places in June 1945 as in Hien Luong (Vinh Phu province),
in Van Hoi (Hoang Lien Son province), in Quynh Luu (Ha
Nam Nioh province), in the 4th revolutionary base areas
(Dong Trieu and Chi Linh districts — Hai Hung province),
in Ba To (March 1945), in Vinh Son, Dai Son (May 1945)
and in Quang Ngai province. The revolutionary base arcas
in the deltas were Kim Son, Kien Thuy, Kien An, Ha Than
(in the districts of Van Lam, Yen My, My Hao — Hai Hung
province). '
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of the movement of national salvation in the localities.
In August 19435, the Party’s total membership was
about 5,000.

Urgent preparations for the general insurrection
were being made at the time. In April 1945, the
Central Standing Committee convened the Tonkin
revolutionary military conference (1). This conference
decided to unify all the armed forces into the Viet-
nam Liberation Army, to develop the armed self
defence units and combat self-defence units, to con-
duct short training courses for military and political
cadres and to build up seven big military zones
(four in the North, two in central Vietnam and one
in the South). In May 1945, Comrade Nguyen Ai
Quoc shifted his headquarters to Tan Trao (Tuyen
Quang) to give guidance to the preparation for the
general insurrection and for a People’s Congress.
Having received reports on all the preparations for
the general insurrections and the Tonkin revolu-
tionary military conference, Comrade Ho Chi Minh
gave instructions for the setting up of the Viet Bac
Liberation zone. On 4 June 1945, the Liberation
Zone was established, covering six provinces of Viet-
Bac, i.e. Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang Son, Thai Nguyen,
Tuyen Quang, Ha Giang, and some localities
of Bac Giang, Phu Tho, Yen Bai Vinh Yen

1. This conference was held in Hiep Hoa district (Ha Bac
province) on April !5th-20th, 1945, It was presided over by
Comrade Truong Chinh who was then Secretary-General.
It comprised members of the base areas of l{ca Binh, Ninh
Binh and Thanh Hoa. This was the first major military
conference of our Party.
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provinces in the Tonkin midland. People’s revolu-
tionary -Committees of the Zone and of lower levels
were set up. The ten big policies of the Viet Minh
on the building of an independent and free Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam, engaged in fighting
foreign invasion, and on the exercise of the pcople’s
democratic rights began to take effect in the Liber-
ation Zone. The Viet Bac Liberation Zone became
the revolutionary base of the whole country and
was the germ of the subscquent Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam. Together with -the establish-
ment of the Viet Bac Liberation Zone, in most
provinces of the North and Central Vietnam and in
some provinces of the South, revolutionary base
areas were taking shape.

The liberation areas served as a great stimulus
for creating an upsurge of national salvation. In
these areas, the people exercised their full right of
mastery in every ficld. The people’s right to mas-
tery was more and more enhanced and step by
step realized in numerous localities while the anti-
Japanese upsurge for national salvation was expand-
ing all over the country, the fascists’ and their
henchmen’s rule was increasingly paralysed and
partial insurrections and guerilla warfare were
spreading widely. Before the revolution won victory
throughout the country, in numerous mountain,
rural and plain regions, there had existed a state
of dual power: the Japanese fascists’ and their
henchmen's rule on the one hand, and on the other,
the people’s administration performed in varied
forms and to differing degrees.

While our people were making urgent prepara-
tions for the gencral insurrection, a terrible famine
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occured in the North and northern central Vietnam.
Two million compatriots of ours died as a result.
This was the most tragic consequence of the Japan-
ese fascists’ and the French exploitation and their
warlike policy. The Party’s slogan “Break open the
rice stores to avert famine” met the most urgent
aspiration of the masses, fanncd up the flamc of
struggle among the people, bringing about an anti-
Japanese upsurge for mnational salvation which
spread all over the country. This upsurge attracted
not only the workers, peasants, small traders, small
‘proprietors, students, civil servants but also the na-
tional bourgeois and a number of middle and small
landowners. National salvation organizations, self-
defence units developed in almost all villages and
even in big cities and towns. The whole country was
seething in an atmosphere of insurrection

The world war was coming to its last stage.
Having destroyed the German fascists, on August

. 8. 1945 the Soviet Union declared war to the Japanese

fascists. Within a few days, the Soviet army com-
Pletely wiped ont the Japanese elite army column
stationed in the three eastern provinces of China. (1)
On 15 August 1943, Japan unconditionally surrender-
ed to the Soviet Union and the Allied countries.

The Japanese army in Indochina were demoraliz-
ed, confused and disintegrated The puppet Tran
Trong Kim Government was completely paralysed.
However, the Japanese fascists and their henchimen
were not wiiling to give up their rule. The Jupanese

still attempted to hold on to their gain, coming

I. These were Liaoning, Jilin, [leilongjiang.
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to the rescue of the moribund colonial regime by
handing over “independence” to their henchmen,
and these, in their turn, sought the assistance of
the American, British and French imperialists. But,
all the schemes of the imperialists and their hench-
men were smashed by our people’s upsurge of na-
tional salvation.

The news of the'Japanese capitulation, spreading
throughout the country, fanned up the revolution-
ary flame among all strata of people, taking the
revolutionary movement to an uprecedented peak.
The middlc-of-the-road persons made a clean shift
to the revolutionary side. The Viet Minh Front
enlisted millions of members from all walks of life
and nationalities. The upsurge of national salvation
encouraged the entire people to rise up, million as
one, to make use of whatever could serve as weap-
ons in order to overthrow the invaders ani the
. traitors for the right to be masters of the country.
The Indochinese Communist Party, the révolution-
ary vanguard of the people, had made sufficient
preparations, politically, idcologically and organi-
zationally, for the general insurrection. The object-
ive and subjective conditions for the general in-
surrection in our country had fully ripened. The
opportunity “which occurs only once in a thousand
year” for the revolution had come:* We can’t afford
to dally.” (1)

1. Nguyen Ai Quoc, ** Letter to Fcllowcountrymen’Call“
ing for General Insurrection in August, 1945,"" Party's Do-

cuments 1930-1945, published by Commission for the Study
of the History of the Party, 1977, Vol. 1II, p. 405.
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Our Party’s historic mission at the time was to
lead the people to raise the strategic opportunity
to rise up and wrest back power from the Japanese
fascists and their henchmen beforc the armies of
the British -imperialists and the Chiang Kai-shek
reactionaries entered Indochina, and before the
French colonialists had time to rally their army
remnants and to bring their expeditionary corps for
a second invasion of our country. From mid-August
1945, the British army were making haste on their
way to our country from the South and the Chiang
army were hurrying here from the north. This last-
stage historic race between our people, on the one
hand, and the imperialists and reactionaries, on the
other, for the control of the country required from
our people a swift action to secure victory.

And as the leader of our people, the Party remark-
ably fulfilled its historic mission.

On 13 August 1945, the All-Nation Conference of
the Party, held in Tan Trao, (1) concluded that the
opportunity for our people to win independence had
come and the conditions for an Indochinese insur-
rection had ripened. The conference decided to lead
the entire people to wage a general insurrection at
the righttime for the seizure of power. The confer-
ence defined the lineson internal and external affairs
of the revolution in the new situation, worked
out the key foreign policies which were to make
more friends and less enemies, to oppose all acts of

1. The Party’s national congress convened by the Party
Central Committee and presided over by Comrade Ho Chi
Minh from 13th to 15th August 1945

77




aggression, toavoid armed conflicts with the British»
Americans and Chiang, to take advantage of the
contradictions between the British-French bloc and
the American-Chiang bloc in their scramble for
bigger gains in [ndochina, to avoid being driven to
a solitary confrontation wiith several imperialist
forces and to get ready to deal with a concession
made by the British, Americans and Chiang to the
French, allowing the French to come back to Indo-
china. The confercnce laid stress on the guiding
principle for the conduct of foreign atfairs : only
our own- strength could determine the victory in
the struggle between wus and imperialism. To unify
the leadership vis-d-vis the general insurrection, the
conference decided to set up the All-Nation Insur-
rection Comumnittee.

Following the All-Nation Party Conference, the
People’s Congress, held in Tan Trao on August 16,
1945, adopted the Ten Big Policies of Viet Minh, the
Order of General Insurrection, the national golden-

star red flag, the Tien Quan Ca as the national an--

them and elected the National Liberation Central
Committec which was the Provisional Government
with Comrade Ho Chi Minh as President. At this
historic Congress, our Party put forward an absolutely
correct line, i. e. lo lead the masses lo rise up to
disarm the Japanese before the arrival of the Allied
forcesin Indochina, to seize power from the Japanese,
to overthrow the pup pet rulers, henchmen of the Japanese
and to act as masters of the country in receiving the
Allied forces which came to disarm the Japanese army
in Indochina. , '
Right after the All-Nation Party Conference and
the Tan Trao Pcople’s Congress, the Indochina

Communist Party and President Ho Chi Minh is-
sued appeals on the compairiots and the fighters
throughout the country, urging them to rise up to
scize power.  Poesident Ho Chi Minh urged :“The
decisive hour for the destiny of our nation has come.
Compatriots all over the country, stand up and rely
on our own strength to liberate ourselves!”

On the night of 13 August 1945, the All-Nation
Insurrcction Comunittee sent  Military Order No. 1
to the compatriots and the fighters throughout the
country, urging them to swiftly rise up to winin-
dependence. .

From 14 to 18 August, the general insurrection
succeeded in the plain rural arca of the North, most
of Central Vietnam, part of the South and in Bac
Giang, Hai Duong, Ha Tinh, Hoi An (Quang Nam)
towns.

On 19 August, the general insurrection won splend-
id success in Hanoi. Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple from the city and its suburbs went down on
the streets in a show-of-strength demonstration,
shouting such slogans as “ Down with the Tran
Trong Kim puppet Government”, “Set up the Gov-
crnment of the Democratic Republic of Victnam ™.
“Vietnam, a completely independent country ...
The masses overran the Imperial Envoy's Palace,
the Municipal Adminitrative Comumittee, the Civil
Guards’ Camp, the City Police Headquarters and
other organs of the puppet government.

The success of the general insurrection in Hanoi
further paralysed the entire puppet administration
and greatly cncouraged the people in other locali-
ties to rise up quickly. From 19 to 22 August, the
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general insurrection succeeded in the towns of Yen
Bai, Thai Binh, Phuc Yen, Thanh Hoa, Khanh Hoa,
Bac Ninh, Ninh Binh, Thai Nguyen, Cao Bang,
Tuyen Quang, Bac Can, Son Tay, Nghe An, Ninh
Thuan, Nam Dinh, Hung Yen, Kicn An, Quang Yen-

On August 23, the general insurrection succeeded
in Hue, capital of the Nguyen dynasty. One hundred
and fifty thousand people of Hue — Thua Thien
rose up .compelling the puppet administration to
capitulate and forcing King Bao Dai to abdicate and
to surrender the imperial seal and sword to the
revolution, thus wiping out the royal regime in
Vietnam.

Together with the success of the insurrection in
Hanoi and the provinces of the North, the success
of the insurrection in #Hue and the provinces of
central Vietnam dealt a telling blow on the puppet
ruling apparatus in the country.

From 23 to 25 August, the general insurrection
succeeded in Hai Phong city and the towns of Ha
Dong, Hoa Binh, Quang Tri, Quang Binh, Binh Dinh,
Lam Vien, Gia Lai, Tan An, Bac Lieu, Ha Nam,
Dac Lac, Phu Yen, Binh Thuan, Go Cong, My Tho
Lang Son, Phu Tho, Cong Tum.

On 25 August, over a million people from Saigon
city and adjacent provinces went down on the
streets in a show-of-strength demonstration and
overran the Police Headquarters, the Railway sta-
tion, the Post Office, the Power station, the Catinat
Security Service... overthrowing the puppet adminis-
tration and setting up the pcople’s revolutionary
power. The success of the insurrection in Saigon had
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a decisive impact on the insurrection in the prov
inces of South Vietnam.

From 25 to 28 August, the general insurrection
won complete success in the provinces of Quang
Ngai, Gia Dinh, Soc Trang,» Long Xuyen, Vinh
Long, Ba Ria, Thu Dau Mot, Chau Doc, Tra Vinh,
Tay Ninh, Bien Hoa, Ben Tre, Sa Dec, [{on Gai,
Son La, Can Tho, Rach Gia, Ha Tien, Dong Nai
Thuong.

Thus, except for such towns as had been occupied
by the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries and their
henchmen before, i. e. Ha Giang, Lao Cai, Mong Cai,
Lai Chau, Vinh Yen, the August 1945 general in-
surrection succeeded all over the country within
half a month.

On 25 August1945. President Ho Chi Minh return-
ed to Hanoi. He proposed the broadening of the
Provisional Government with a view to uniting
widely people of various strata of the patriotic parties
and the progressive personalities.

On 2 September 1945, at Ba Dinh Square (Hanoi),
in a mass gathering of nearly a million people,
President Ho Chi Minh, on behalf of the Provisional
Government, read the Declaration of Independence,
announcing to the people of Vietnam and the world
the birth of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

In Laos, from August to October 1945, taking ad-

vantage of the favourable opportunity brought about
by the Japanese fascists’ surrender to the Allied

forces, the successful August 1945 general insurrec-

tion in Vietnam and the growing revolutionary move-
ment throughout Laos, the Lao Party Committee
took timely action, leading the people to rise up to
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eliminate the puppet ruling apparatus, to set up the
people’s power in Vientiane, other cities and towns
and to form the independent L.ao Government.

The August 1945 revolution was the prototype of
a people’s national democratic revolution in a colonial,
semi-feudal country, led by the working class. It
smashed the bondage which had been imposed by
the French colonialists for nearly a hundred vyears,
knocked down the feudal throne which had existed
for thousands of years in our country and created
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, an independent
and democratic State of our people, the first worker-
peasant State in Southeast Asia.

The success of the August Revolution ushered in
anew era in our country : the era of independence,
freedom and socialism. For the first time in their.
history, our people emerged from slavery to become
maters of their own country and their own destiny.
Qur Party, starting as an illegal Party, became the
ruling Party all over the country. And our country,
a colonial and semi-feudal country, became an inde-
pendent and democratic country.

The August Revolution materialized President
Ho's teachings, i.e. to rely on one’s own strength o
liberate oneself, not to stand with folded arms and
wait Tor the success of the proletarian revolution in
France or Japan, nor to bank on any assistance from
outside. The August Revolution broke the colonial
system of imperialism at the weakest link. greatly

&2

contributing to accelerating the disintegration of
colonialism in the world. ‘

Assessing the hictoric siguificance of the August
Revolution, President Ho Chi Minh wrote: “ Not
only the working toiling classes and the people of
Vietnam but also the toiling classes and the oppressed
people in other parls of the world can take pride in
the fact that this was the first time in the history of
revolution of the colonial and semi-colonial nations,
a Party of no more than fifteen years of age led a
success ful revolution and held power in the whole
counlry” (1)

The August Revolution owed its success to our
people’s heroic and staunch struggle for fifteen years
under the Party’s leadership, to the process of foster-
ing and preparing the revolutionary forces from a
lower to a higher level and the process of winning
victories step by step and waging partial insurrec-
tions, advancing to a general - insurrection to win
complete victory throughout the country. The three
revolutionary —upsurges of 1930-31, 1936-39 and
1939-45 brought home to our people and enhanced
their confidence in the necessary way to escape from
misery and slavery, i.e. the uprising by the entire
people to smash the imperialists’ and their hench-
men’s rule to seize power. These upsurges were real-
ly the general rehearsals in preparation for the Au-

gust 1945 general insurrection. Through these upsur-

g¢s, our Party accumulated infinitely rich experience

1. Ho Chi Minh, ** Political Report at the Party’s Secend
Congress "', For Independence. and Freedom, Sfor Socialism Su
That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 101,
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in many [ields, particularly in the science and the art
of seizing power. The success of the August Revolu-
tion was the success of the line of holding high the
working class’s national, democratic banner and of
correctly combining the anti-imperialist and anti-feu-
dalist tasks. That was the success ¢f the linc of rally-
ing all thc patriotic forces on the basis of the

worker-peas mt alliance, advancing lo a simultaneous

uprising of the entire people,above all thc uprising
of the key forces of the revolution, ie the workers
and the peasants. That was the success of the line of
resolutely and skil fully using various forms of revolu-
tionary violence closely combining political struggle
with armed struggl?, the rural arcas with the urban
areas, sconomic struggle with political struggle and legal
striggle with illegal struggle, starting from a lower to
a ‘htghér level and from partial insurrections 1o a gen-
eral msurréction” This brought about a change in the
- balance of forces between us and the enzmy, creating
an overwhelming sugperiority for us to smash the
ruling apparatus of the imperialists and their hench-
men. That was the success of the art of insurrection
and the choice of the appropriate opporlunity. With
the high spirit of revolutionary offensive, we con-
centrated our forces to strike on the enemy'’s leading
organs paralysing all his will to resist. That was the
success of the policy of dividing the enemy 10 the
utmost, neutralizing and rallying all the forces that
could be neutralized and rallied inorder to spearhead
the struggle against the immediate direct enemy.
That was the success of building a Marxist-Leninist
Party in the conditions of wunderground activilies,
ensuring the Party’s correct line at_all ﬂtimes, the thor-
ough propagation of that line among the people duripg
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the preparations for and the staging of the insurrec-
tion for the seizure of power and the high qualiiy,
compactness, purity, cohesion and solid foundation,
among the masses, of the Party’s organization.

The August Revolution left behind an invaluable
treasure of experience for the wars of resistance
against the French colonialist’s invasion and the US
aggression for national salvation later on.
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PART 111

THE WAR OF RESISTANCE AGAINST
FRENCH COLONIAL1SM
(1945 -1954)

THE FIRST YEAR OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM

(1945-1946)

As soon as it was established, the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam faced tremendous difficulties.
After a terrible famine which was the sequel of the
policy of exploitation of the French colonialists and
Japanese fascists, there was a big flood in the North
followed by a drought, and the land was left uncul-
tivated. Production came to a standstill, goods were
scarce, the state stores left by the Japanese wcre
empty. Colonialism and feudalism left a most heavy
cultural heritage. Over 90 % of the population were
illiterate. Though much reduced after the Augusy
Revolution, such® social scourges as opium addiction
drinking; gambling, theft superstitions were still a
big problem.

Meanwhile two hundred thousand Chiang Kai-shck
troops were treading on the North under the pretext
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of disarming the Japanese, in fact they executed the
Americans’ perfidious policy to annihilate our Party
and the Viet Minh front, overthrow the people’s pow-
er and rig up a puppet administration at their beck
and call. (1)

The British troops landed in the South also on the
plea of ~disarming the Japanese, in fact they prepared
the ground for a _comeback of the French colonialists
who opened | fire on September 23, 1945 and, with the
help of the Blltlsh troops, occuplcd Salgon and
equndcd the war to Nam Bo (South Vietnam), south
central Vletnam and Kampuchea inan altempt to lay
hands on the whole of Indochma '

While the imper ialists and Chiang Kai-shek reac-
tionary clique were leaving no stone unturned to
attack the revolutionary power, their henchmen, the
Vietnamese traitors, indulged in all kinds of lies and
provocations to split the rank of the revolution and
instigate rebellion.

Right after the war ended, the De Gaulle govern-
ment entrusted Leclerc and Thierry d’Argenlieu with
staging a comeback in Indochina. D’Argenlieu was
appointed French Governor General under the new
name of High Comrmssxoner in [ndochina, and Le-
clere, Commander-in-chief of rthe Expeditionary Corps
which was hastily set up. On August 24, from Chan-
dernagor, a French concession in India, d'Argenlicu

I. The Vietnam Nationalist Party led by Nguyen Tuong
Tam and Vu Hong Khanh and the Vietoam Revolutionary
Alliance headed by Nguyen Hai Than had gone with Chiang
Kai-shek troops to China. They relied on their help to occu-
py Viet Tri, Phu Tho, Vinh Yer, Yen Bai, Lao Cai, Quang
Yen, Hon Gai, Mong Cai provinces.
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and Leclerc worked out a plan aimed at taking
advantage of the British forces to occupy the area
south of the 16th parallel as the first step.

In November 1945, from Yunnan two French bat-
talions attacked and occupied Lai Chau town and a
few months later they occupied the whole Lai Chau
province.

At the time the total number of foreign troops
stationed in Vietnam amounted to 300,000 men.

These seemingly insuperable difficulties landed
our country in a most serious situation. The fate of
our nation was hanging on a thread. But under the

_leadership of our Party, our heroic people, united
asone man resolutely lived upto the oathtaken in the
declaration of independence to “sacrifice our lives
and property in order to preserve this independence
and freedom.”

Soon after the triumph of the revolution, at the
first meeting of the Government Council held on 3
September 1945, President Ho Chi Minh, on behalf of
the Party Central Committee put forth six urgent
tasks to consolidate the new revolutionary power.
These tasks were: to fight famine ; to fight illiteracy ;
to hold general elections ; to build a new life ; to
abolish poll tax, market tax and toll ; to ensure free-
dom of belief. Then he summed them up in three
major tasks : elimination of famine, 1111teracy and
foreign aggression.

To tighten the solidarity between the Lao and Viet-
namese peoples with a view to fighting the common
enemy, the French aggressor, on 16 October 1945
the delegation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and that of the provisional independent government
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of Laos held talks in Vientiane and signed a
Friendship and Cooperation Treaty. The conference
declared that the two countries would stand united
and cooperate in all fields in order to oppose the
French colonialists for national independence. Right
after the talks, representativesof the lwogoveruments
agreed to set up the Lao-Vict joint forces.

On 25 November 1945, the Party Central Committee
issued an instruction on the war of resistance and
national construction pointing out that the revolution
in Indochina still remained-a national liberation revo-
lution: “As the task of national salvation of the
proletariat is not completed and our main enemy is
the French colonialists, we must concentrate our
efforts to fight them.” As the Trench, British and
American imperialists and Chiang Kai-shek reaction-
ary clique worked hand in glove with one another
to invade our country, we displayed the slogan *“ The
Fatherland above all!” and our task was to wage the
war of resistance. On the other hand, as our people
controlled a large part of the country, our main task
at that time was to consolidate it : “ We were resolved
to wrest back independence, freedom and hap piness
for our people, that is tosccure political independence,
apply the democratic republican system and improve
the people’s life.” The urgent task sct forth in the
instruction was to consolidate the revolutionary
power. To secure this power, it was necessary to [oil
all schemes of the imperialists and their henchmen,
bring the people’s life to normal and strengthen the
revolutionary power. Resistance and national con-
struction could not be taken apart.

At the suggestion of President Ho Chi Minh, the
government decided to launch amovement to increase
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production and fight famine, In a short time, tensof

thousands of tons of rice were collected. Rice crops
and subsidiary crops were grown everywhere. High
yields were obtained from maize, sweet potatoes,
manioc and other crops. The areas under rice were
restored. Famine was rapidly stamped out.

Other measures were also taken to improve the
hving condifions “of the people such as: confis-
cation of the lands belonging to the French colo-
nlallsts and Vletnamese traitors for dlstrlbutlon to
poor peasants falr redlstrnbutlon of communal land
to all cmzens (men and women) H rcductlon of
land rent by 252 for the peasants, application of 8

hour ‘work day, proteetlon of the workers’ interests.

in thelr dlspute with the employers To overcome
financial difficulties, apart from encouraging the
people to make their contribution, following the Party’
policy, on 3t January 1946, the Government took a
decree for the issue of Vietnamese currency which
was enthusiastically welcomed by theentire people-

Great attention was paid to cultural, educational
and medical work, chiefly theelimination of illiteracy.
At the end of 1946, over two million people knew
how to read and write-~-

To defeat all reactionary forces and overcome all
difficulties, it was necessary to develop the right to
mastery of the people. At the suggestion of the Party
and President Ho Chi Minh it was decided to hold
general elections for the National Assembly and form
an official government.

On 6 Jauuary 1946, general elections were held
throughout the country when the South was invaded
by the French colonialists and in the North the
Chiang Kai-shek troops went out of their way to
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sabotage the elections and overthrow the people’s
power. Therefore, in our country, these first elections
bore the character of a fierce class and national
struggle. In the South, 42 cadres died heroically in
the election campaign. Local elections were also organ-

ized to appoint peoples representatives to people’s

councils at various levels. These councils elected of ficial
administrative committees in 1eplacement of the provi-
sional ones set up in the first days of the general

" insurrection

With the great victory of the elections for the
National Assembly and the People’s Councils at all
levels our State really became the state of the people
for the people and by the people which has its full
legal character and reflects the invincible strength
of our entire people’s unity and their iron-like deter-
mination to decide their own destiny

Simultaneously with the general elections a Com-
mittee headed by President Ho Chi Minh was set up
on 20 September 1945 to draft the constitution. On g
November 1946 the National Assembly sanctioned
the first constitution of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, a revolutionary constitution which conse-
crated the right to mastery and democratic liberties
of the Vietnamese people. The Viet Minh front was
consolidated and developed In May 1946, the Hoi
Lien Hiep Quoc Dan Viet Nam (or Lien Viet for
short) (Vietnamese People’s Alliance) was set up
composed of political parties and personalities who
for one reason or another had not taken part in the
Viet Minh front. The unity of the entire people on
the basis of the worker-peasant alliance, the
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cornerstone of the people’s power, was more and
more strengthened.

On September 23, 1945, in face of the offensive by
the French colonialists  supported by the British
imperialists, the Nam Bo Party Committee held an
emergency enlarged session at Cay Mai (Cho Lon)
with the participation of Comrade Hoang Quoc Viet,
standing committee member of the Party Central
Committee, After analyzing the French colonialists’
schemes to reconquer our country the meeting advo-
cated motivating the people to wage an anti-French
war of resistance and made an appeal to the Nam Bo
population to rise up. It decided to set up Resistance
Committees at all levels, to start a general strike and
the destruction of all communication lines to encircle
the enemy. On the same day, the Nam Bo Party
Committee also received the instruction of the Party
Standing Committee on starting the war of resistance.

The Party paid particular attention to the war of
resistance in the South against the French colonialists
In December 1945, the Southern Vietnam Resistance
Committcec was set up by a decision of the Gov-
ernment and President Ho Chi Minh. The
Party, the government and President Ho Chi
Minh closely followed its development. In many
letters sent to the South and in his reports on the
war, President Ho Chi Minh stressed that it would
surely end in victory. He commended the determina-
tion of our people to fight for independence and
reunification of the country and pointed out that the
war must be waged by the entire people and for a
long time. Parallel to increasing thc number of re-
sponsible cadres and strengthening the armed forces

92

in the South, the Viet Minh front launched a nation-
wide movement in support of the resistance in the
South Adhoc committces were set up everywhere.

In a short period of time many contingents from
northern provinces went southwards to fight the
encmy. (1) In face of the aggression by the enemy
our Party paid great attention to the task of building
the armed forces and consolidating national defence:
On :5 September  President Ho Chi - Minh signed a
decree on the building of the armament branch and
in October 1945 he signed another decree on the
building of military zones. (2)

On 23 September 1943, in response to President Ho
Chi Minh’s call, our compatriots fought heroically
and thwarted the cnemy's scheme to win a quick
victory. Though armed with modern weapons and
helped by mercenaries, the aggressors mel with a
fierce resistance from our people. The difficulties
created on the first days by the French were gradual-
ly overcome. Everywhere, the eneiny was repelled.
Guerilla warfare spread from the plains to the moun-
tain arcas of Tay Nguyen (Central Highlands). Pup-
pet commitiees were disrupted chunk by chunk,
many basc areas were set up, the liberated zones were

1. At that rime there were 8 detachments, 7 companies and

a platoon who volunteered to go to fight in eastern Nam Bo
and southern Central Vietnam. Each detachment was equivalent

to a regiment, each company equivalent to a battalion and
cach platoon to a company at present.

2. The military zones were: Military Zone I, 11, I, IV,
V and VI. Hanoi was a special zone under the Central Gov-
ernment. All the military zones were set up in Nam Bo
(formerly Cochinchina) by November 1945.
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enlarged. The people’s power was re-established. Up
to late 1946 Resistance committees and organizations
for national salvation were set up in 1,100 out of 1,230
Communes of Nam Bo. In Tay Nguyen we managed
to build 5 armed propaganda units composed of local
cadres and a number of main force units to support
the restoration and development of bases. The Dong
Thap Muoi, U Minh and D base areas became strong
base areas for the resistance in Nam Bo. Our resist-
ance in south Vietnam and southern part of Central
Vietnam has shown that “ no army, no weapon could
get the better ‘of the sacrifice of our entie people "(1)
In February 1946, President Ho Chi Minh confer-
rcd on our southern compatriots the title “Brass wall
of the Fatherland,”

While the French colonialists were invading the
South, in the North, the Chiang Kai-shek reactionary
clique and its henchmen attempted to overthrow the
people’s power (2). In face_ of this critical situation,
our Party adopted the policy of making the best use
of the revolutionary forces and applying most flexi-
ble tactics to split up the enemy'’s rank. This policy
was to compromise with Chiang Kai-shek in order

1. President Ho Chi Minh’s appeal to our southern com-
patriots dated 29 October 1945. * President Ho Chi Minh’s
Appeals ” book I, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi 1958,
p. 44.

2. Chiang troops demanded the Vietnam Democratic Re-
public Government to give 80 seats in the National Assembly
to the Vietnam Nationalist Party and the Vietnam Revolu-
tionary Alliance; they demanded that communist ministers
be expelled from .the government and replaced them by
Chiang’s henchmen. At the same time they were stepping up
preparations to overthrow the revolutionary government.
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to direct our spearhead on the most dangerous
enc‘my — the [rench  colonialists. \Vhfin the
French colonialists occupied Lai Chau and Son La,
the first armed units were sent to the North West
Tiront area by our Party and State to help the popu-
lation fight back the enemy. On the one hand, the
Party launched among the population the movement
to contain the Chiang Kai-shck troops;on the other,
it made concessions to them to sccure the people’s
power. The Party must resort to all means to sur-
vive in order to lead the revolution secretly but effi-
ciently and to have time to consolidatc the people’s
power and the Lien Viet Front.

‘At that time, the Party could not waver, as wave-
ring means failure. It must make quick decisions and
take mecasures —though traumatic — to *‘restore the
situation” (1) On n November 1945, it d;p!ared. its
vdissolution ™ ; in fact it disappeared for the time

b

being to engage in underground aciivilies but s'lillw'le_dl
(hé revolutionary power and went on consolidating
its ranks. ‘

In face of the determination of ~ur people and the
correct line of our Party and government, the pro-
vocative scheme of the Chiang Kai-shek clique fiz-
zled out and the traitorous acts of its henchmen
were duly punished. .

On 28 February 1946, bowing to 1he'Amer1c'an
imperialists’ injunction. Chiang Kai-shek signed with
the I'rench a treaty enabling French troops to replace

1. Ho Chi Minh: *¢ Political Report at tl’x‘c Second Nation-
al Cong-ess of the Vietnam Workers’ Party. -F.cbruary 1951
Selected Works, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1980,Vol. 1,
page 471.
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the Chiang Kai-shek army in Northern Vietnam.
This laid barc the imperialists’ scheme to arrange for

the comeback of the French colonialists, and their -

comprowise to pursue iheir global strategy (1),

Even before the triumph ol the August 1945 Revo-
lution our Party had foreseen the possibility of the
British and American imperialists and Chiang Kai-
shek clique colluding  with the French to allow the
latter to return to Indochina. The Sino-French treaty
was part of the global strategy they pursued in Asia
to divide their zones of influence after the war and
to counter the three revolutionary torrents in the
world.

In face of the perfidious schemes of the imperialist
and rcactionary clique, on 24 February 1946 the
Standing Co nmittee of the Party Central Comumittee
met in'time to make an assessment of the situation
and decide on a number of concrete policies. The

t. The following report by Leclerc, the then acting high
commissioner and concurrently commander-in-chief of the
French Expeditionary Corps, to the Felix Gouin government
in January 1946, gave evidence to France’s scheme :

“It is my intention to try by every means to set foot on
the North when the opportunity comes...

I set three targets:

— First, we should set foor on a number of important -

cities to create for the French Government a superiority in
conducting negotiations and imposing our conditions.

— Sécond, we should try by every means to release all
French nationals.

— Third, we should try by every means to have the
Chiang troops withdrawn from this country "...

Secret dossier in Indochina.

— Claude Daill, p.69
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meeting made an accurate analysis of the insidious
manoeuvres of the imperialists and their henchmen
and pointed out that the signing of the Sino-French
Agreement was part of a plan conceived by the im-
perialist camp. However, frightened by the Viet-
namese peoplc’s determinaifon and monolithic unity,
both Chiang Kai-shek and the French government
wanted to negotiate with us in their own interests.
Chiang went out of his way to pressurize us into
reshuffling the government, with a view to planting
their henchmen, preventing us from conducting se-
parate negotiations with France and forcing us to
accept the Sino-French Agreement. As for France,

‘as from early February 1946 the French representa-

tive had contacted our Government's representative
many times in a bid to reach an agreement with us
and get rid of the Chinese as soon as possible.

The reactionary Viet Cach (Vietnam Revolutionary
Party) and Viet Quoc (Vietnam Nationalist Party)
tried to [ool the people into believing that they were
the most revolutionary and patriotic people, They
put up such slogans as: “No Negotiations” and
“Victory or Death”, in an attempt to torpedo the
negotiations between us and the French government,
to isolate us and toset up a puppet government in
case the war broke out between us and the French
forces. They would urge the imperialists to use it as
a pretext to accuse us of defying the treaty signed
by the Allied and plotting a rebellion, and then to
order Chiang troops to stay on in Indochina.

On 3 March 1946, the Party Standing Burcau is-
sued a directive which read: “In face of this situa.
tion, are we resolved to fight or to compromise? We
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can say siraight out that : if the French advocate the
policy of granting autonomy to Indochina in accord-
ance with the 24 March 1945 (1) declaration we shall
surely fight and fight for a long time by guerilla
warfare. However, il they recognize the sovercignty
of Indochina, our policy was to compromise to frus-
trate the scheme of the Chiang Kai-shek  clique, the
Vietnamese rcactionaries and the fascists among  the
French, who wore contemplating to drive us into a
slate of isolation and compel us (o fight various foes at
the same time in order to wear out cur forces.”

Atits session held early in March 1940, the Party
Central Committee agreed with the Standing Bureau
and President Ho Chi Minh on the policy of com-
promising with the French to thwart the enemy’s
perfidious scheme to place us in a dilemnma ~ to fight
simultaneously three opponents : the Chiang Kai-
shek troops, the French colonialists and the Vietnam-
ese reactionaries who were doing their utmost to
topple the people’s power and rig up a puppet admi-
nistration. The policy to compromise with
the French was also aimed at  exploiting

1. The contents of the 24 March 1945 statement advocating
the setting up of Autonomous Indochina and the establishment
of the Indochinese Federation comprising five separate zones
of Bac Ky, Trung Ky, Nam Ky, l.aos and Kampuchea led by
a governor general and a government comprising the French
and thc natives who were responsible before the governor
general. Besides a joint parliament will be elected in which
the natives will occupy only 50 percent of the seats. The
rights of this parliament were reduced only adopting the
budgets and the draft laws that the French government had
put forth.

9%

the contradictions existing between the French and
Chiang Kai-shek clique to speed up the withdrawal
of the latter and to work against time to consolidate
and develop our forces and to ‘prepare a new fight
for complete independence '

On 6 March 1946, our government signed with the
French the preliminary accord by which TFrance
recognized Vietnam as a free state having its own
governmenf, parliament, army and finances.

The signing of this agreement was a very sound
policy of our Party and President Ho Chi Minh.
Thanks to it, we were able to get rid of a wicked
enemy master-minded by the American imperialists
lo concentrate our force on the French colonialists,
the sworn enemy of our people. Meanwhile we
bought time to restore and develop our resistance
bases in the South, build up our forces and make
preparations for a long war of resistance.

However, hardly had the ink on the preliminary
accord dried up when the French colonialists refused
to honour their commitments. Owing to our hard
struggle, the official talks between our government
delegation headed by comrade Pham Van Dong and
the French government delegation were held on 6
July 1946 at Fontainebleau. Our Government’s correct
and firm stand won the support and sympathy of
the French people and progressive public opinion in
the world. But no result was obtained, because the
French colonialists wanted at any cost to put
their yoke on us once again. The threat of a long
fierce nationwide war was looming large. To gain
time to make preparations for the war, President Ho
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Chi Minh signed with the French government a
modus vivendi on 14 September 1946. (1)

When the French invaded southern Vietnam, our
Party saw that the war of aggression would spread
all over the country and tiien our people’s nation-
wide resistance to the French -« war of aggression
would be inevitable. The fact that France scrapped
the Preliminary Agrecment and sabotaged the
negotiations proved the correctness of the asscss-
ment. In its directive “ To maintain peace in order to
advance” issu~d on g March 1946, our Party pointed
out that “it is necessary lo be prepared for a long
resistance”. Therefore our Party and government set
great store by building the armed forces and resist-
ance bases and made necessary preparations for the
war. At the end of 1946, we werce able to put on foot
a 8,000-strong regular army assisted by millions of
guerillas and militiamen. On the average there was
one platoon or one company of self-defence forces in
every district, and one company of self-defence
forces in every province. The mountain area of
Viet Bac was built into a firm base area for the long
struggle. Machines were removed and transferred
from cities to base areas for the building of armament
workshops. Apart from the military wcrkshops in
zones and provinces, the armament branch managed
to build 20 weapon-producing workshops with 2,500
workers. Party’s organizations were set up in the
Army which was commanded by officers from the

Party and Viet Minh front.

I, The 14 September 1946 Modus Vivendi stipulated for
some matters related to currency, culture, the economy and
ceasefire in Nam Bo.
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The people’s power was consolidated when a
group of counter-revolutionaries was repressed and
a plot against the government was uncovered in On
Nhu Hau street in Hanoi, (1).

As from April 1946, the revolutionary armed lor-
ces successively drove the counter-revolutionary
elements from the towns and townships of a number
of northern frontier provinces. On 12 April 1946 they
had to withdraw from Hon Gai. In May reactionaries at
Bach Hac and Viet Tri were wiped out. In June, Vu
Hong Khanh, Nguyen Tuong Tam and the like had
to withdraw to Yen Bai, Lao Cai then to China. On
14 July reactionaries had to withdraw from Nghia
Lo. In July we liberated Lang Son town and Dong
Mo. In August we liberated Yen Bai and Vinh Yen
towns. In November we liberated Lao Cai town, the
last town occupied by the Vietnam Nationalist Party
forces. Mass organizations were enlarged and conso-
lidated. The Party membership was 20,000 people.
The revolution of our country, under the leadership

1. In July 1946, our security men discovered a counter-
revolutionary ring engaged in kidnapping, blackmail and
murder, at the H Q. of the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (Viet-
nam Nationalist Party), in On Nhu Hau street (now Nguyen
Gia Thicu street). They plotted to overthrow the government
on 14 July 1946.

— The Vietnam Nationalist Party and the Vietnam Revo-
lutionary Alliance planned to open fire and to throw grenades
at the parade of the Trench military forces which would
be held on 14 July 1946 and created a pretext under which
the French military forces could attack the R:volutionary
government. But on 12 July 1946, the Revolutionary govern-
ment arrested all the counter revolutionary ringleaders,
and at the same time forbade the French to organize a mili-
tary parade.
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of the Party, headed by President Ho Chi Minh,
managed to weather all the difficulties, and was
prepared to face the war of aggression by the French
colonialists. In late March 1946 the French colonialists
occupied a number of areas in Son La province and
prepared for the setting up of an “ Autonomous Thai
Country ”. Between March and September 1946 they
attacked Vientiane and a number of large cities and
towns of independent Laos. On 20 July they occupied
Dong Dang (Lang Son province). In the same month
they occupied Mong Cai and Hon Gai. In his ins-
truction “Our urgent tasks at present” issued early
in November 1946, President Ho Chi Minh foretold
that our resistance would be very difficult but it
would be victorious.

On zo November 1946 the French colonialists
occupied Iai Phong and Lang Son, and landed
thousands of troops in Da Nang. On 16 December
French colonialists’ chieftains held a meeting in Hai
Phong to discuss the planof invadingthe Vietnamese
territory north of the 16th parallel. On 15 December
1946 President Ho Chi Minh sent a message to the
French prime minister, Mr Leon Blum, in which he re-
iterated the Vietnamese correct stand and seta
number of concrete conditions for improving Viet-
nam — French relations. But there was no reply from
the French Government. On 17 and 18 December the
French started many provocations in Hanoi. French
troops opened fire on the headquarters of our self-
defence forces, committed the extremely barbarous
massacre in Hang Bun street and Yen Ninh impasse.

On the afternoon of 18 December, the French side
sent us their first ultimatum demanding the removal
-
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by. our side of all fortifications and barricades and
claiming for the right to occupy the Ministry of
Finance and the Ministry of Public Works and Com-
munications. On the afternoon of 18 December a
cecond ultimatum was sent by the French claiming
for the right to maintain law and order in Hanoi
and stipulated: “If on the morning of 20 December
these conditions were not met French troops would
move into action.”” On the morning of 19 December,
anot..er ultimatum was sent by the French demand-
ing the disarining of our self-defence forces and the
cessation by our side of all preparations for the war
of resistance and the handing over to the French
side of the maintenance of order in Hanoi. Our
Government proposed that the two sidcs should meet
to find a negotiated settlement of the situation, but

the French representative rejected our proposal at
- noon December 19 (1).

1. The French scheme ro invade the whole territory of
our country was laid bare:

— Io his public order No. 2115/35 on 25 December 1946
General Valluy, Commander-in-Chief of the French Expedi-
tionary Corps, instructed General Morliere, commander of
French forces in northern Indochina: “ In order to occupy
Hanoi, you should not hesitate to use artillery and bombs.
We should launch an attack of quick decision and show the
enemy our overwhelming superiority in war means.  Reports
by Louis Morliecre between August and December 1946.
Excerpts from a letter, by George Chaffar, p. 56

— Ou 23 November 1946, at an inter-ministerial meeting
on the Indochinese problem, a high-ranking official in the
Ministry of Colouies admitied: Admiral d’Argenlieu, the
French High Commissioner in Indochia, received from
French Prime Minister Bidault the unique order : Iire the
cannon 7, George Chaffar’s Letters. pp 46-47.

103



So the French shut the door 1o negotiation, com-
pelling our people to stand up in arms. As the enemy
deliberately kindled the war, our resistance would
spread throughout the country.

In 16 months (September 1945 — December 1946)
we were able to build up our strength, and our
Party gained rich experience. This was our experi-
ence to sccure leadership of strategy and tactics,
when, in the conditions of a newly won revolution,
we had not enough  strength to frustrate all the
schemes of the aggressors and to secure control of
the whole country, it was an experience to dif fer-
entiate belween the main enemy at that time and
the dangerous enemy whose presence was not yet
conspicuous; it was our experience on the organi-
zation of the revolutionary forces, on the ex ploita-
tion of peace time to make preparations for war.

THE FIRST YEARS OF THE RESISTANCE
(1947—1950)

With the occupation of Haiphong and Lang Son
and the attack on our garrison in Hanoi, the French
tore to shreds the 6 March 1946 preliminary agree-
ment and began to invade the whole of our country.

We 1were on the horns of a dilemma — either to
remain idle and live under the yoke of the enemy,
or to fight to the end for independence and freedom.

The Standing Bureau of the Party Central Com-
mittee held an enlarged session on 18 and 19 Decem-
ber 1946 at Van Phuc (Ha Dong province). Reflect-
ing the aspirations of the entire people, it advocated
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waging the war throughout the country and
outlined the fundamental trend of the resistance.

On the afternoon of 19 December 1946, the Party
Central Committee Standing Commission sent all the
zones and provinces the following cable: *“ The
French side has sent an ultimatum demanding the
disarming of our army, sclf-defence forces and secur-
ity forces. Our Government has turned down the
ultimatum. So, within 24 hours at the latest the
enemy will certainly open fire. Everyone must be
ready !”

At 1B.00 hours on 19 December, Comrade Vo
Nguyen Giap, Minister of National Defence and
Commander-in-Chief of the Vietnam National Army>
ordered all the armed forces to be ready to fight. On
19 December, President Ho Chi Minh made an appeal
for nationwide resistance :

“As we desire peace we have made concessions.
But the more concessions we make, the more the
French colonialists press on, for they are bent on
reconquering our country '

“No! We would rather sacrifice all than lose our
country. Never shall we be enslaved! (1) Be they men
or women, old or young, regardless of crecd, polit-
ical affiliation and nationality, all Vietnamese shall
rise up and fight the French colonialists to save the
country.” (2)

On 21 December President Ho Chi Minh once
again made an appeal to the Vietnamese people,

1, 2. Ho Chi Minh “ Appeal for nationwide resistance ”
For Independence, Freedom and Socialism” Su That Publish-
ing House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 67.




the French people and the peoples of the allied
countries, condemning the French colonialists for
breaking the agreement and conducting barbarous
acts of aggression, and pointing out the aim of our
people’s just cause.

On 22 December 1946, the Party Central Com-
mittee issued an instruction calling on *the entire
people to put up the resistance”, pointing that our
goal was to wrest back independence and reunify
the country, the fundameutal principles were.to wage
a long all-sided and all-nation war of resistance with
our own force. The slogans displayed were * Each
Street ‘Block a Front, Each Village a Fortress™,
“ wage the resistance while building the country,”
«strictly apply the tactics of guerilla warfare and
mobile warfare ”. The war of resistance should go
through the three stages of defensive, equilibrium
and general counter-offensive.

Early ‘in 1947. Comrade Truong Chinh wrote The
Resistance Will Win to expound the Party’s line
and policies. The book made it clear that we waged
the resistance for national independence, demo-
cratic liberties and world peace. It made a scien-
tific analysis of our fortes and foibles and those
of the enemy : “Our fortes are like the roots of the
tree while those of the enemy are shaky like its
top.” Therefore, going on fighting we would become
stronger and stronger and the enemy would become
weaker and weaker, then we would be equal in
force with the enemy and finally stronger than he,
and would win final victory. That was why we had to
wage a long war and rely only on our own strength
before the others came to our assistance, If we were
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weak, no force outside could bring us independence
and freedom. So our principle was to wage the long
resistance thoroughly by the effort of our entire
people. For this purpose we had to unite all our 25
million people and mobilize all their physical and
moral strength to secure victory. We had to wage
the war on all fronts—military, political, economic
and cultural — and in three stages as cited above
The core of this resistance was the armed forces
composed of many kinds and later called threc cate-
gories of arms: the regular army, the regional troops
and guerilla and militia units.

In response to President Ho Chi Minh’s appeal, all
our people rose up and fought the enemy. Breaking
outin Hanoi on 19 December 1946, the war spread to
all the cities and provinces: Nam Dinh, Hai Duong,
Vinh, Hue, Da Nang... After wiping out part of the .
enemy’s live forces our armed forces evacuated the
towns and cities to wage a long war, leaving a small
contingent to make guerilla warfare in the enemy-
occupied areas. Applying the ““scorched earth ” tactics,
the population evacuated their houses, destroyed those
which could fall into the enemy’s hand and built
fighting villages.

At the meeting of the cadres of the central gov-
ernment held in April 1947 to review the situation
of the resistance in its early months, we came to the
conclusion that though armed with modern weapons,
the enemy could not wipeout our regular forccs. He
had to pay a high price for the occupation of some
urban centres. Guerilla warfare kept on developing.
The three arms of our armed forces took shape. Our
pcople were most heroic, they feared no sacrifice and
quickly adapted themselves to the new situalicn
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(fighting while engaging in productive labour). As
the war dragged on, the enemy met with greater
difficulties, compelling him to get out of the scrape
as early as possible. On the one hand, he made pre-
parations for a big offensive *o annihilate our regular
forces and leading organs. On the other, he rigged up

a puppet government and forced us to lay down our

arms and surrender,

In October 1947, the French colonialists mustered
20,000 troops and launched a large-scale attack on
Viet Bac to destroy the “ resistance base of the whole
country.” This large-scale offensive was code-named
* Operation Leard” and was put under the command
of General Salan In the same period, in support of
Operation Leard, French troops occupied Nghia Lo
Yen Bai, Phong Tho and Lao Cai and attacked Dong
Trieu, Quang Yen and Yen The (Bac Giang). In its
instruction “ What is Bollaert telling, what have we
to do? ™ released in September 1947, the Party pointed
out “ All our national forces should be mobilized to
foil the French colonialists’ scheme of “ pitting Viet-

namese against Vietnamese” and to counter the enemy’s -

big attacks inthe monthsto come. On 15 October 1947,
the Party Central Committee released the instruction
“Let's repel the French aggressors’ winter of fensive ™,
in which it was pointed out: “ We must cause heavy
damage to the enemy so that he cannot stand on his
feet after this winter campaign.” Executing this in-
struction, our troops on all battleficlds in close coor-
dination with those in Viet Bac, fought heroically
and won brilliant victorics. After two months of
engagement they put over 7,000 enemy troops out of
action. The French aggressors were compelled to
withdraw from Viet Bac. Their scheme of attacking

.

108

our bases was rapidly foiled, and their offensive
repulsed. Far from being wiped out, our armed forces
were tempered in the crucible of the war. Our
leading organs and resistance bases were maintained
and developed.

The Viet Bac victory gave our people greater con-
fidence in the final success of the long war of
resistance.

Reviewing one year of nationwide resistance Pres-
ident Ho Chi Minh re-affirmed that, though long
and difficult, the resistance would surely be victorious.
He rejected the French colonialist’s claim that in three
weeks at the soonest or in three months at the latest
they would defeat us. He commended our armed
forces “as powerful as a waterfall or a big fire, and
knowing only to advance and never to retreat”, and
spoke of the enemy’s forces as “ a setting sun, haughty
but on the wane” (1). e '

After the setback of the French aggressors in Viet
Bac, a change was wrought in the situation of the
war. The enemy realized that he could not wipe out
our regular forces by bigoperations and rapidly win
the war by his own forces. That is why in 1948, he
changed his strategy : instead of enlarging the ter-
ritory under his control, he strengthened it, instead
of allacking the North, he consolidated the South,
instead of launching big operations, he carried out
small operations, instead of wiping out our regular
forces, he undermined our economy and destroyed.

1. “ One Year’'s Nationwide Resistance", President Ho
Chi Mink’s Appeals, Vol 1, Su That Publishing. House,
Hanoi, 1958, p, 228.
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our footholds among the population, at the same
time he strengthened the puppet administration,
recruited puppet troops, teuted for American aid,
implemented the policy of *“feeding the war by the
war”, “pitting the Vietnamese against the Viet-
namese.”

On 13 May 1949 the French Government sent
General Revers, Chief-of-Staff of the French Army,
and six deputies of the French National Assembly
to Indochina to study the situation. In June 1949 the

"

Quecuille Government adopted the *Revers Plan™.

The key point of the plan was to enlarge the occu--

pied arcas in the plains and midlands of the North,
Revers was later demobbed but the plan of expanding
the occupied areas remained in effect. The French
Government’s decision to withdraw from Cao Bang,
which was supported by the Council of chiefs-of-
staff, was Ditterly opposed by many colonialist-
minded military commanders in Indochina and US
imperialism.

With Americanaid and with fresh reinforcements,
between July 1949 and May 1950, the French succes-
sively launched 8 campaigns in an attempt to expand
the occupied areas in the plains and midlands of
northern Vietnam. Though they succeeded in expand-
ing the occupied areas in the plains, the: French
colonialists again were caught in a prolonged crisis
of which they had been victim: while expanding the
occupied areas they had to spiead thin their forces
and were more easily attacked by our {orces. But if
they concentrated their troops in order to build
strategic mobile units they would not be able to attain
the objective of occupying the territory.
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The Party Central Committee enlarged session of
January 1948 and 4th mceting (May 1948), sth meet-
ing (August 1948) and 6th meeting (January 1949) of
responsible cadres advocated that:

In the military [ield, we must counter all the en-
emy’s attacks against our bases, wage guerilla war-
fare with independent companies armed propaganda
units and volunteers’ organizations. Our principle at
that time was to use guerrilla warfare as main stri-
king force and mobile warfare as secondary force
with an eye to developing mobile warfare and pav-
ing the way for the building of the people’s armed
forces comprising the regular army, regional units
and guerilla and militia.

In the political field, we shall consolidate unity
among the population, broaden the national united
front, strengthen the people’s power, wreck the pup-
pet administration, step up the agitation among pup-
pet soldiers, and secure the support of the socialist
countries, and progressive and pcace-loving forces in
the world. '

In the economic and financial field, we shall im-
provc the ‘material and splrltual life of the people
so that they could carry on a long war, we shall
develop the economy on the basis of new democracy,
expand stale enterprises, prepare conditions for the
planning of the state economic sector, organize for-
eigh trade, carry out the Party’s land policy in or-
der to replenish the force of the peasantry, develop
agricultural production and undermine the economy
in the enemy-held regions.

In the cultural field we shall urge the cultural
workers to take part in the resistance and to eliminate
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illiteracy, reform education, build up a new culture
along the national, scientific, popular line, speed up the
movement to build a new life, to do away with bad
customs and habits, tocare for the people’s health.

In March 1948, at President Ho Chi Minh's sug-
gestion a patriotic emulation movement was launch-
ed in the Party and army and among the population
for the cnhancement of patriotism and creativeness.
This movement spread tlnoughout the liberated areas
and cven behind the enemy’s line. Implementing the
policy of turning the enemy’s rear intoour front, the
regional Party committees sent many cadres back
to their bases in the enemy-controlled areas to orga-
nize the populations, wage guerilla warfare and
destroy the puppet organizations. Two-thirds of our
armed forces were turned into independent com-
panies and armed propaganda units to cperate there.
The rest was built into concentrated battalions and
regiments and trained for mobile warfare.

In 1948 and 1949, in the enemy-controlled areas in
Bac Bo, Binh Tri Thien and southernmost part of
Trung Bo, our people ‘practised gucrilla warfare to
restore their political and military bases. There they
regained part of theirright to mastery, the disputed
areas and guerilla bases were expanded, forming a
contiguous region. The inhabitants in the enemy-held
areas fought for democracy and their vital rights. In
January 1950, 3,000 schoolchildren in Saigon struck
they were supported by those in Hanoi. In the libera-
ted areas (1), the movement to increase production and

"l. The frce zones were the zones completely controlled by
i the Vietnam Democratic Republic Government of resistance.
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to make contribution to the front line, and the move-
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ment to “fill the rice-saving jar to rear the troops
were most secthing. The inhabitants in the sth Inter-
zone (1) could find for themselves in foods, clothes,
writing paper. The worker-peasant alliance was con-
solidated as the result of the implementation of the
policy of reduction of land rent, of temporary dis-
tribution of land belonging to the French planters
and Vietnamese traitors, of allotment of communal
land to the peasants. The national unity was strength-
ened through the struggle against rightist deviations
in the National United Front. In 1950 there were ten
provinces in which 1111teracy ‘was completely liqui-
dated

The crucible of the war has tempered a great
number of workers, peasants, revolutionary intellec-
tuals and other toiling people, they swelled the ranks
of the Party which counted 700,000 members in 1949.
Party cells were set up in almost all grassroots orga-
nizations,army companies and State enterprises with
cadres steeled by the war, and the Party apparatus,
from the highest level to the grassroots, worked
regularly as a Party leading the State and the war of
resistance. However, during the growth of the Par- .
ty there were cases in thch its nature as a Party of
the working class and the criteria of Pdrty members
were forsaken and the education of communism was
neglected ’ :

That is why, to be equal to its task of leading the
war of resistance, Ihe Party always paid dttenllon '

L. The 5th Interzone comprised the provinces of Quang
Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Gia Lai, Kon Tum and
Dac Lac.
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to its consolidation and the intensification of educa-
tion of its members. Tn 1947, Presideiit Mo Chi Minh
sent letters to comrades in northern and central
Vietnam and wrote the booklet « Let Us Change the

Style of Work” in which »h(_‘é;{[’CSéésthﬁ pcccssﬂy

to instil into the Party members commuuist ethnics,
public Spi”ri‘t-cdlvi'é'ss, industry, ilirift, _t,n,tegr_i”t'y_ :ui;l’
uprightness and the method of leading the revolution,
and warned them againt bureaucracy, commandism,
s’uf)ject»i v'ism, mcgaloiﬁénia, ééif@hness, narrow-mind-

edness, divorce from the masses. “The Parly recom:
mended its members to. base themselves on thete

CfObﬁ'ﬁ:i‘.C}ﬂS,I.O carry. out rc"g/ul‘:f;_rbly “cri‘lbiqism‘andn self-
Gilicism. N

“The victories won by our people went together
with the success of the revolutionary movement in
the world. From 1948, the proletarian dictatorial re-

gime has been firmly established in the people’s

democratic countries in Eastern Europe and steadily
embarked on socialism. The Democratic Pcoplc’s
Republic of Korea was founded on g September 1948,
and the German Democratic Republic on October
1949. The Sovict Union carried out the Five-year plan
for its post-war economic restoration (1945-49) and
recorded great achievements in the development of a
modern national defence. The socialist system exerted
a great influence on the development of human so-
ciety. In October 1949, the People’s Republic of China
was established. In January 1950, the Soviet Union,

China and other people’s democratic republics recog-’

nized the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and esta-
blished diplomatic relations with our government.

At that time, there was in the Party a wrong in-
terpretation of the nature of . the long war of
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resistance and self-reliance, and of the policy of
“plféparatbion for counter-offensive ™. In the summer
of 1950, this idea was corrected and the people could
understand better “why it was necessary to make 2
long war and to rely mainly on our own power.

On thesstrength of the victories won in 1948 and 1949
and the important diplomatic success, in summer 1950
the Standing Bureau of the Party Central Committee
advocated the policy of launching the Frontier Cam-
paign that aimed at wiping out an'important contingent
of enemy’s force, broadening the Viet Bac resistance
bases, and liberating the regions along our northern
border. [n July 1950, on order from the Party Central
Committee and the Army High Command, the com-
mand and Party committee of the Fronlier Campaign

. were set up. They were headed by Comrade Vo

Nguyen Giap, member of the Standing Bureau of the
Party Central Committee. The Dong Khe battle was
fought as a curtain raiser. [n an instruction sent on
12 August 1950 by the Standing Bureau of -the Party
Central Committee to the Party cadres at all levels it
pointed out that the Frontier Campaign (1) was
an important battle directly commanded by the Party
Central Committee, President Ho Thi Minh and the
High Command to secure a decisive victory. The in-
struction advised the cadres throughout the country
to combine their efforts to contain the enemy, wear
out his force and to prevent his reinforcements. In
his message to the fighters at the front, President
Ho-Chi Minh urged them to fight valiantly, “to win
and not to accept defeat ”,

' 1, T!le Frontier Campaign was codenamed ** Campaign 40”
in the instructjon.
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President Ho Chi Minh was present at the front
throughout the campaign to encourage our fighters.

After 28 days of fighting (from 16 September to 14
October 1950, we won a big victory : we wiped out
8,000 enemy troops, or hal{ his mobile forces in
northern Indochina, liberated 350,000 inhabitants,
4 500sq. km., 5 towns, 13 townlets and a 750km. long
borderline.

After this cainpaign, the Viet Bac resistance base
area was extended, part of our territory was liber-
ated and we could raisc the imperialists’ blockade of
our country.

The victory at the frontier marks a rapid devel-
opment of our people’s fighting force and the skill of
our Party in the direction of the war. For the first
time in the history of the war against the French
colonialists we launched a large-scale of fensive to des-
troy their defence system on ihe border. (1) French
realized that they could not win the war, we regained
the initiative of operations and made large-scale
attacks, while the enemy was landed more and more

1. After the French defeat at the Border Front, there was
an argument among the French ruling circles about whether
to end or continue the war. Early in 1951, the French Govern-
ment and thé Counctl of Chiefs-of-Staff rejected De Lattre
de Tassigny’s proposal on additional reinforcements and on
maintaining the occupation of the Iai Phong area and south
of the 16th parallel. Later, though with American aid De
Lattre received another 40,000 men as reinforcements for an
attack on Hoa Binh, his plan failed. Thert was a growing
tendency among the French ruling class to disbelieve in a
military victory and to believe in a negotiated settlement of
the war.
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to the defensive. After this victory the French reali-
zed that they could not win the war, while we could
strengthen the confidence of our people in final vic-
tory and do away with the pessimism of the waver-
ers. In the first yearsof the war, many people would
like to compare our resistance to a * battle between a
grasshopper and an elephant ™. But this victory shows
that we “arc the grasshopper who can rip up the
bowels of the French colonialists, and that our soldiers
have become most powerful tigers™. (1)

Parallel to this victorious campaign, the Kampu-
chean and Lao people also won important victories.

In Kampuchea, a section of the Indochinese Com-
munist Party was set up inthe early days of the war
and led the Kampuchean people in their struggle to
liberate numerous regions and broaden the revoluti-
onary bases. [n April 1950, according to the policy
of the lzading commitice of the Party section, then
called All-Kampuchean Party Working Committee, the
National Conference of Free Kampuchea sct up the
National United Front Committee (called Issarak
Front) and the Central National Liberation Committee
headed by Comrade Son Ngoc Minh. At the end of
1950, thc Issarak Front accounted for 200,000
members. The Kampuchean Party section was
organized in many regions down to phum and srok

In Laos, from January 1949 to August 1950, the
Party scetion in Laos led the population to win a

1. Ho Chi Minh, ** Political Report Read at the Second Party
Congress "', For Independence and Freedom, for Socialism,
Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 106.
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success of strategic significance: this is the birth of
the Lao Liberation Army of the Issala Front and the
formation of the Lao resistance government.

SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE PARTY
ALL OUT PREPARATIONS TO WIN BIG VICTORIES
(1951 — 1953)

While our armed forces were growing swiftly the
French colonialists were bogged down in a quagmire
caused by the prolongation of their war of aggres-
sion in Indochina. Militarily speaking, they were
beaten everywhere ; though their armed forces swell-
ed out of proportion, their shortage of troops was
most serious because of increased military operations.
In the political field, their unjust war was more and
more strongly opposed by the French people and pro-
gressive opinion inthe world. The rank of the French
colonialist was torn by deep contradictions; many
French governments succeeded one another. In the
economic field, I'rance was more and more dependent
on the US, her financial situation was deteriorating:
The French colonialists realized that they could not
win this war if it was conducted only with their own
forces. (1) However, by their reactionary nature, they

1. .II. Navarre admitted ; ‘* The_ greatest danger caused by
American aid is on the political plane... American aid i
interfering deeply into our affairs!.. " We have fallen into an
oppfifite circumstance, that is, owing to the fact that we
receive American aid, we aré almost certain to lose Indochina
even though that aid helps us to win victory in the war ",

H, Navarre, Indochina at the Throes of Death, Librairie
Plon, Paris, 1956, p. 28
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continued this “dirty war” with American aid and
with human and material resources grabbed in our

country. »

“In December 1950, General de Lattre de Tassigny
was sent to Indochina to carry out this perfidious
scheme. He strengthened his mobile forces, sct up a
“ white belt”, built a system of bunkers in the Red
River delta and made a clean sweep of the areas un-
der his control, in preparation for a counter-of fensive
to regain the initiative on the battlefield.

On our side, everything went swimmingly. In the
new period, the war of resistance posed lots of prob-
lems: reorganizing the rear in order to mobilize big
contingents of troops for large-scale operations, rais-
ing the fighting spirit of our soldiers, strengthening
the Party’s leadership and building up the Party to
suit the new situation. Many strategic and tactical
problems arising after the August 1945 Revolution
wete solvéd at the second national Congress of the
Party . : el

This congress held at Tuyen Quang (Viet Bac)
from 1 to 19 February 1951 was attended by 158 de-
legales and 53 alternate delegates representing 760,000
members of the Party sections in Vietnam, Laos and
Kampuchea.

After the opening speech by Comrade Ton Duc
Thang, the Congress heard the Political Report read
by President Ho Chi Minh, the report on the Viet-
namese revolution by Comrade ‘Truong Chinh, and
~approved the Declaration, Thesis and Constitution of
the Party. S ‘

In his political report President Ho Chi Minh
summed up therevolutionary movement in the world
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and in Vietnam in the first half of the twentieth
century, and assessed that the political line followed
by the Party was correct and the cadres and Party
members were most zealous and disinterested and had
close relations with the masses. The main task of the
revolution was to secure complete victory for the war
of resistance. It was time “ we had a Party working
legally and organized in accordance with the develop-
ment of the situation in the world and in the coun-
_try so as tolead the struggle of our people to victory.
"This Party is called Vietnam Workers’ Party ” (1).

In the report on' the *Vietnamese Revolution ",
Comrade Truong Chinh expounded the lines of the
national people’s democratic revolution in Vietnam.

In the report he analysed the social character and
objectives of the revolution, the motive forces of the
Vietnamese revolution and the leadership over it... It
set the immediate task of the national people’s de-
mocratic revolution in Vietnam: to drive the French
imperialists out of the country and wipe out the feu-
dal forces, their henchmen, in order to win rational
independence, carry out people’s democracy, then to
make the socialist revolution and build socialism,
bypassing the stage of capitalist development. It
pointed out: “led by the working class, with the
toiling people as the motive force, this revolution not
only fulfils its anti-imperialist and anti-feudalist task
but develops vigorously the people’s  democratic

1. Ho Chi Minh, * Political Report Read at the Second
Congress ', Documents of the Second Party National Congress,
Commission for the Study of the Party’s History, published
in 1965, Hanoi, p. 45.
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system, sows the seeds of socialism, and paves the
way for socialist construction (1).

This report was summed up in the Thesis of the
Vietnam Workers’ Party and approved by the Con-
gress which decided that the Party worked legally
under the name of Vietnam Workers’ Party. The
Congress approved the Parly’s constitution. elected its
Central Committee and appointed its Political Bureau
and Secretariat. Comrade Ho Chi Minh was the
President of the Party and Comrade Truong-Chinh,
it'hs Sécretéryh General.

With regard to Laos and Kampuchea, the Congress
decided to organize two separate revolutionary parties
to suit the characteristic features of each country.
Implementing this resolution, in June 1951, the Kampu-
chean communists set upa committee of mobilization
for the establishment of the Kampuchean Revolu-
tionary People’s Party. On 22 March 19355, the

. Lao People’s Party (2) was founded with Comrade

Kaysone Phomvihane as Secretary General.

The Second Congress marked a big leap forward
of our Party. It was the first time since its founda-
tion that it convened a congress attended by delegates
democratically chosen by Party committees from the
grassroots to the highest level The correct policy of
the Congress was the basis on which to unite the
entire people and to bring the revolution (o success.

. Truong-Chinh., *‘The Vietnamese Revolution” (Report
at the Second Party National Congress, February 1951),
Documents of the Second Party National Congress, Commission
for the Study of the Party’s History, Hanoi 1965, p- 101.

2. In 1972, it changed its name to Lao People's Revolu-
tionary Party.
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As President Ho Chi Minh pointed out, this congress
«“secures victory for the war of resistance and estab-
lishes the Vietnam Workers’ Party ” (1).

The mistake of the Congress was that, though it

put forward the problern of carrymg out the land
policy step by step, it however did not advocate the
policy of . carrying out land reform_during the war
of resistance when this pohcy was required,

On 3 March 1951, a unified congress was convened
by the Viet Minh Front and Lien Viet Front, to
strengthen the worker-peasant alliance led by the
working class. On 11 March 1951, the conference
of the Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea alliance success-
fully ended with the consolidation of the solidarity
between the three brother peoples fighting against
the common foes — the French colonialists and
American interventionists—for their common cause:
national independence. ‘

Implementing the resolution of the second na-
tional congress in its first plenum (March 1951),
second plenum (October 1951 and third plenum
(April 1952), the Party Central Committee decided
on measures 10 step up the popular siruggle behind
the enemy’s lines, on the building of the economy
and finances in the liberated areas and on the build-
ing of the armed forces and the Party, to mecet the
new requirements of the war.

After our victories at Hoa Binh and in the enemy’s
rear in. February 1952, we liberated two million

1. ¢ President Ho Chi Minh's Letter to the Eaucus”, Docu-
ments of the Second Par:y’s National Congress, published by
the Commiscion for the Study of ‘the Party’s Hlstory. Hanoi,
1965, p. 8.
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inhabitants, broadened the liberated areas, linking
the provinces in the delta and mid land of northern
Vietnam and thwarted De Lartre de Tassigny’s
scheme to tecapture the initiative on the battlefields
in the North.

In our offensive in the North west in autumn
1952, we wiped out 6,000 cnemy troops, liberated
almost all the Northwestern region, foiled the
enemy’s plot to “set up the Thai autonomous re-
gion”. In spring 1953, in coordination with the Viet-
namese volunteers, the Lao liberation troops liberated
the whole province of Sam Neua, part of Xieng
Khoang and Luang Prabang provinces, linking upper
Laos to the Northwes! of Vietnam, opening a new
situation for the liberation of l.aos.

Paralled with our political and military successes
since 1951, we had obtained good results in the
economic field. The production movement was
accelerated. An economy appropiate to the war condi-
tions was worked out. Great attention was paid to the
manufacture of weapons. Factories for the production
of hand grenades, mines, bombs, mortars, bazookss,
recoilless guns were set up.

During ti.e war, the Party carried out the pollcy
of reducllon of land renfs and interest rate in order
partially to improve the peasams llvmg conditions.
But with the developmem of the war, these mea-
sures were not sufficient to replenish the peasants’

force and raise the strength of the resistance, At its

4th plenum held in January 1953 the Party Central
Commiltee reviewed the implementation of the land
policy since after the August  Revolution and
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advocated the carryingout of land reform to give land
to the tillers ‘during the resistance war..

The fifth plenum of the Party Central Committee
in November 1933 approved the land programme, the
general line of the Party in the bOuntryéfdé, the
principle of land reform, the policy of confiscation,

requisition and compulsory purchase of land in order’

to abolish the right of land ownership of the land-
lord class and to allot land™to the toiling peasants.
That tand reform policy was unanimously apprové:d
by the Lien Viet Front, and passed by the National
Assembly. From April 1953 to July 1954, the Party
led the peasants in five land reform drives in the
liberated areas. As it responded to the aspirations of
the peasants and the popnlation 'atA large, and met the
urgent requirements of war of resistance, land reform
obtained a great success. in 1953:1954. This success
in fact contributed greatly to the victories of the
winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign and the Dien Bien
Phu campaign. It testifies to the correct thesis put
forward by President Ho Chi Minh at the plenum
of the Party Central Committee in January 1953:
« Qur force lies in tens of millions of toiling peasants
who wait for the Party’sand government’s leadership
to rise up to break the chains of feudal and colonial
bondage. Skilfully organized and ‘ed, it will bring
about earth-shaking changes and overthrow the
colonialists and feudalists, however great their num-

ber may be. ”

STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE IN [953-1954
THE DIEN BIEN PHU VICTORY

The victorics in the campaigns of Hoa Binh and
the Northwest and in other battlefields in the
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country, coupled with the victorics won by our Lao
friends in Upper Laos brought about an importani
change in the balance of forces between the enemyv
and us, On our side, our armed forces grew in num-
ber and quality, and were capable of making big of -
fensives while: countering the attacks by the enemy
crack forces behind their lines. The guerilla warfare
areas kept expanding, covering two-thirds of the
rural region under the cnemy’s control. Our rear
was consolidated after the success of the drive of
land rent reduction and land reform. We had more
favourable conditions to win bigger victories.

On the French side, their troops strength reached
the highest figure in the war—500,000 men—but
they had a low fighting spirit because their morale
was sagging, they lacked commanding of {icers, their
logistic supply was long in coming, the percentage
of puppet troops was high, and their mobility was
low. As the war dragged on, the French economiy
was sinking and unable to cover the expenditure of
a costly war. The French rulers were on the horns
of a dilemma: if they continued the war, they did
not have enough strength and had no chance to win,
if they ended the war in a weak position, they would
lose face. Finally the Laniel-Bidault government
found a way out by relying on American aid despite
the harsh conditions imposed by the Americans in
the hope of winning some victory to serveas a basis
for negotiations on a position of strength and to find
an honourable way out

After their defeat in Korea, the American impe-
rialists interfered more and more decply in Indo-
china, they granted aid to the French, gradually
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{gid hold of the puppet administration, seized the
command of the Indochina war, and actively pre-
pared to oust the French colonialists..

In May 1953, with the agreement of the Ameri-
cans, the I'rench government sent General Navarre
to Indochina with a scheme—called the “Navarre
plan”—to win within 18 months a number of victo,
ries compelling us to negotiate on their terms, other-
wise they would continue the war to liquidate our
forces

After carefully analysing the situation on (he
battlefields throughout Indochina, in September 1933,
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee
sct forth the following principles for the Winter
1953 - Spring 1954 Campaign: to muster our forces
and attack the strategic points in which the enemy'’s
forces were weak, to force the enemy to spread thin
his forces to cope with our assaults, to create favour.
able conditions to wipe out the enemy parts by parts,
to liberate more territory. Meanwhile we stepped
up guerilla warfare in the enemy’s rear, defended
the liberated areas, helped our regular forces so that
they could have free hand to beat the enemy in the
regions we had chosen: the Northwest of North
Vietnam. On 10 December 19 3, our troops wiped out
and summoned to surrender thousands of bandits. (1)

1. The enemy admited that a commando unit in Lai Chau
composed of 2,101 men, of whom 37 were French, had
withdrawn to Dien Bien Phu and when they arrived there
remained only 175 puppet tréops and 10 French soldiers,
Armed Force, of the Republic of Vietnam, Military History
4, 1972, p, 154. .

126

Implementing this policy, in December 1953, we
libcrated Lai Chau: the enemy was compelled to
spread thin his forces to reinforce Dien Bien Phu (in
mid-November 1953 his paratroops had also landed
on Dien Bien Phu).

At the same time, the Lao liberation troops and
Victnamese volunteers liberated Thakhet and vast
areas in Central Laos and Lower Laos including At-

“topcu town and the Boloven Plateau, compelling the

enciy {o withdraw his troops from the Bac Bo delta
to reinforce Seno (Lower Laos). Meanwhile in Kam-
puchea the Issarak liberation army and the
Vietnamese volunteers liberated wide areas in the
northeast of the country, linking it to the liberated
zone of Lower Laos.

On 26 January 1954, the Laos liberation troops and
Vietnamese volunteers completely liberated Phongsa-
ly province, expanded the liberated areas in Upper
Laos, compelling the enemy to send his forces to
strengthen Luang Prabang.

On 5 February 1954, we entirely liberated Kon
Tum province and attacked Plciku town, forcing the
enemy to give up his attack in the Fifth Interzone
and to send his forces from Nam Bo and Binh Tri
Thien to rescue Pleiku.

After the powerful attacks of our forces, of the
liberation armies in Laos and Kampuchea, Navarre’s
plan to concentrate his mobile forces in the Bac Bo
delta ended in complete failure. This was a good
opportunity for our troops to wipe out the enemy
forces and to develop guerilla warfare behind the
enemy’s lines. In Nam Bo our guerillas captured or
destroyed thousands of posts and watch towers, the
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guerilla warfare areas in the north of Thua Thien
and Quang Tri were expanded. In the Bac Bo delta.
the enemy’s defence line along the Day River was
destroyed, our resistance bases along the luoc River
were broadened. On 4 March 1954, we attacked Gia
Lam airfield (Hanoi), destroying 18 warplanes, On 7
March 1954, we attacked Cat Bi airfield (Haiphong),
destroying 6o enemy planes

To get a firm foothold in the Northwest of Viet-
nam and in Upper Laos and set up an important
stronghold in a strategic region of Southeast Asia,
the French and American imperialists built Dien
Bien Phu into a very strong system of forlified posi-
tions in Indochina (1).. Dien Bien Phu thus becamie
the central point in the Navarre Plan; only by wiping
out the Dien Bien Phu garrison could we destroy
this plan and foil the enemy’s scheme to broaden and
prolong the war.

As early as December 1953, the Political Bureau
of the Party Central Committee decided to make an
attack on Dien Bien Phu. In his letter of December
1953 to Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, President Ho Chi
Minh said: “This campaign is most importanl not
only in the military field but also in the political
field, not only in the country but also in the intcr-
national arena. So we must do our best to bring it
to victory. ” ' - ‘

I. Dien Bien Phu was defended by 16,200 troops of 17
crack battalions, one armoured company and 12 war planes ;
it had 3 sub-sectors and 49 points d’appui. Almost all
French and American commanding officers believed that Dien
Bien Phu was an ¢ impregnable fortress”, a Verdun in
Southeast Asia:
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The Political Burcau also decided to sct up the mili.
tary command and Party committee for the campaign
headed by Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, member of
the Political Bureau, Supreme Commander of the
Vietnam People’s Army. The government set up a
logistic council headed by Comrade Pham Van Dong,
member of the Political Bureau, Vice-Prime Minister.

The Political Bureau, President Ho Chi Minh and
the High Command followed up the campaign and

~urged our men to fight heroically to wipe out the

encmy at Dien Bien Phu. This decision was rapidly
turned into action by our troops. By rudimentary
means our troops built hundreds of kilometres of
roads through mountains and forests to haul ordnance
pieces in position and hundreds of kilometres of
communication trenches under the enemy's artillery
fire.

Under the slogan “Everything for the front, every-
thing  for victory!” over 200,000 patriotic
workers  were mobilized and devoted 3 million
work-days to the Dien Bien Phu front.In cooperation
with engineering units, tens of thousands of van-
guard youths worked relentlessly to build roads and
de-activate delayed action bombs. Tens of thousands
Of bicycles, carts and boats were mobilized to carry
hundreds of thousands of tons of foods and ammu-
nition to the front.

In three waves of fierce attacks lasting 55 days, on
7 May 1954, we completely annihilated the Dien Bien
Phu cntrenched camp, and put out of action or
capturcd 16,000 enemy soldiers. All the [Irench

9 — CPV 129



7
command headed by General de Castries was taken
prisoner (1).

The Winter 1953 — Spring 1954 Campaign, climaxed
by Dien Bien Phu, ended victoriously. 112,000 enemy
troops, or a quarter of the total effectives of the
French expeditionary forces in Indochina were wiped
out, Vast arecas of strategic importance were liberated.
Three quarters of the territory fell under our control.
The puppet administration was aghast, the puppet
army disbanded. Our victory landed the French army
in a dangerous spot. General Navarrc was called
back to France and was replaced by General Ely to
withdraw French troops from the south of the Bac
Bo delta and make préparations for their withdraw-
al. If necessary they were to be withdrawn io
south of the 18th parallel to save the French expedi-
tionary corps from annihilatjon.

The wars waged by the Lao and Kampuchean
people were also victorious: in Laos, over half the
territory and half of the population were liberated.
In Kampuchea, the Issarak liberation troops liberated
nearly two-thirds of the territory, including vast
rural areas and many towns in the eastern part of
the country. As a result of these victories, the Resist-
ance government was set up on 19 June 1954.

‘The Dien Bien Phu victory was the greatest victory
won by our people in their long resistance to the
French colonialists and American mterventlomsts

1, On 7 May 1954, Freanch Prime Minister Laniel inform-
ed the French National Assembly that the French forces at
Dien Bien Phu had received order to surrender to the Viet-
nam People’s Army
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The Dien Bien Phu battle was cne of the greatest
battles in the history of struggle of thc oppressed people
against a seasoned army of the colonialists. “It will
go down in national history as a Bach Dang, a Chi
Lang, a Dong Da in the 20th century ™ (1).

The Winter 1953 — Spring 1954 Campaign and
Dien Bien Phu victory foiled the Navarre plan,
restored peace in Indochina, completely liberated the
North, paved the way for the success of the agra-
rian revolution in half of our country and created
conditions for the liberation of southern Vietnam.
They brought French old colonialism in Indochina
to an end, and marked the beginning of the collapse
of old colonialism throughout the world, encouraged
the people in colonial and semi-colonial countries

1. Le Duan, “ Under the Glorious Banner of the Party, for
Independence, Freedom, and Socialism Let Us Advance to
Win New Victories”. Su That Publishisg House, Hanoi,
1970, p. 50,

— Inthe years 938, Ngo Quyen planted big stakes in the
Bach Dang River and defeated the Southern Han troops. On
the same river in 1288, in the fight against the Yuan, Tran
Hung Dao made use with imagination of tactics and routed
all the enemy fleet.

— In the year 1427 the Lam Son insurrectionists led by
LLe Loi and Nguyen Trai won a great victory over
one hundred thousand Ming troops. They killed the
commanding general Lieu Thang and forced the Ming
to negotiate to withdraw their troops from Vietnam.
Thus Vietnam won back her independence.

— On 5 January 1789, King Quang Trung defeated
500,000 Ching invaders at Ngoc Hoi (Dong Da-
the [lanoi suburb) regained npational independence and
reunification. -

13t



living under the yoke of old and new colonialism
to rise up and fight for independence and freedom.

While we were preparing to make the third at-
tack to decide the fate of the cnemy at Dien Bien
PPhu, the Conference on Indochina started in Geneva.,
Our government delegation headed by Comrade
Pham Van Dong attended the Confcrence in the
position of a victor.

The Geneva agreements on Indochina were signed
on zo July 1954. As apeace-loving country advocating
the policy of settling all disputes through nego-
tiations and in the condition of the Chinese rulers
compromising the France (1) we accepted the solu-
tion that France and all countries participating in
the Conference shall undertake to respect the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, unity and territorial inte-
grity of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, carry out
the cease-fire order in Vietnam and the whole of
Indochina, France shall withdraw her troops, the
17th parallel shall be regarded as a provisional mili-
tary demarcation line, frce general elections shall

1. The Chinese policy at the 1954 Geneva Conference on
Indoctina was to keep the French in Indochina, create a
buffer zone south of China, avoid a direct confrontauon
with the US, while permanently partitioning our country in
order to weaken and annex the three Indochinese countries,
prepare the ground for Chinese expansionism to Southeast
Asfa. Taking advantage of their international position and
their - relations with us at that time, from ‘April to June
1954, the Chinese rulers many times made bargains with
the French to find a solution advantageous to both China
and France, and check the vicrories of the Vietnamese and
Lao peoples and to completely sacrifice the interests of
Kampuchea. '
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be held throughout the country for national reuni-
fication,

At the 6th session in July 1954, the Party Central
Committee advocated the policy ‘‘to consolidate
peace, achieve reunification, complete independence
and democracy throughout the country, to strengthen
the armed forces, build a powerful people’s army to
meet the requirements of the new situation, continue
to implement the policy: land to the tillers, restore
production and prepare the conditions for national
construction.” (1)

After nearly nine years of hard but heroic
struggle, we defeated the war of aggression of
French old-colonialism. Nearly half a million enemy
troops were put out of action, the war ¢xpenditure
amounted in the French to 2,688 billion Francs and
2.6 Dbillion dollars (of US aid); the French govern-
ment was overthrown 20 times; eight French com-
manders licked the dust in Indochina.

During our resistance to French aggression, we
had to cope not only with French colonialism byt
also with the scheme of aggression by imperialism
headed by the US, wha wanted to annihilate our
Party aud suppress the revolutionary movement in
our country and in the world. With our determina-
tion to bring our resistance to success we not only
discharged our national duty but fulfilled our obli-
gations io the world revolution,

1. Resolution of the 6th plenum (enlarged) of the Party
Central Committce (2nd legislature) held from 15 o 18
July 1954.
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Speaking of our war of resistance against the
French colonialists, President Ho Chi Minh wrote
“in an article published on the occassion of the 3oth
anniversary of the founding of our Party: “For the
first time in history a small colonial country has
clobbered a big colonial power. This is a glorious
victory of the Vietnamese people and also of the
forces of peace, democracy and socialism in the
world” (1)

Successfully leading the resistance to the French
colonialists, our Party has been once again tempered
in the crucible of the war and developed the science
- of conducting revolutionary war in a small country
against a big colonialist power.

The victory of the war against the French colo-
nialists was due to the fact that ours is a Marxist-
Leninist party having a correct war policy, a tight
organization, a strict discipline, a closc link with
the masses, that we are a heroic people tightly knit
in a united front set up on the basis of the worker-
peasant alliance, that we have a Vali_aht people’s
army and a people’s democratic power which
constantly cares for the material and spiritual life
of the people and encourages them to fight, that this
victory was made possible thanks to the unity of the
Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean peoples, to the
support of the socialist countries, of the communist
and workers’ movement and of the progressive
democratic and peace-loving people in the world.

1. Ho Chi Minh, *“ Thirty Years of Activities of the Party ™,
Selected Works, Vol. 1I. Su That Publishing House, Hanoi,
1980, p. 157
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In the process of leading the war, our Party‘ap-
plied Marxism-Leninism to the concrete conditions
in the country and set forth a correct independent
line. This line was fo conduct a popular war, all-
round and protracted with reliance mainly on our own
forces, to combine the anti-imperialist and anli-
féu[z’al task, to combine war activities with national
construclion, to coordinate political forces with arm-
ed forces, political actions with armed struggle, eco-
nomic activities with diplomatic activities, 10 develop
guerilla “warfare into regular warfare, to combine
these 1wo methods of warfare, to coordinate three
categories of arms, to solidly butld the Party so that
1t can successfully lead the resistance and guide the
policy of resistance, guide strategy, skilfully organ-
ize combat while raising its level of leadership of
the war and firmly grasping the armed forces ?nd
political forces, the Party must have close relations
with the masses with the bases of resistance and
production, constantly enhance its determination to
fight and to win under any circumstances and streng-
then and swell its ranks in the course of fighting-
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PART IV

PARTY'S LEADERSHIP OVER TWO STRAT-

EGIES: SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN THE

NORTH AND NATIONAL PEOPLE'S DFMO-
CRATIC REVOLUTION IN THE SOUTH

(1954 — 1975)

COMPLETION OF LAND REFORM AND RESTORATION
OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

(1954 — 1957)

The success of nine years of war against the
French colonialists has brought the revolution in our
country to a new period. In the completely liberated
North, we have completed the national people’s de-
mocratic revolution in the main and begun to tackle
the socialist revolution. In the South under the rule
of the US imperialists and their ‘henchmen, our
people have had io carry on the national people’s
democratic revolution.

Each zone in our country had its own revolution-
ary task. But these tasks were closely related to each
other. The task of the socialist revolution in the
North was not only to sccure a happy life forour
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people in the North but also to liberate the South.
The task of the national people’s democratic revolu-
tion in the South was not only to liberate the South
but also to defend the North, The common goal of
our entire people was to complete the national de-
mocratic revolution and achieve the peaceful reuni-
fication of the country.

In his appeal to the nation of 22 July 1954 (after
the Geneva Conference) President Ho Chi Minh
said, “ To consolidate peace and achieve national uni-
fication, independence and democracy is also a long
and hard struggle ”,

At its September 1954 session, the Political Bureau
of the Party Central Committee set forth concrete
tasks for the new revolutionary stage as follows:
“In a given period, the task of our Party is to unite
and lead the people to get the agreement imple-
mented, to be ready to thwart all schemes of sabotage
of this agreement in order to consolidate peace, to
complete land reform, restore and increase produc-
tion, .step up the building of the people’s army in
order to consolidate the North; to intensify the poli-
tical struggle of the southern people for peace, uni-
fication, independence and democracy.” The Party
reminded its members to heighten their vigilance
to sharpen their fighting spirit and that it is neces-
sary to do away with such erroneous thinkings as
relaxation, hedonism ; and to be cautious not to fall a
prey to bourgeois’ temptations when taking over’
urban centres

- Forced to leave the North, the French colonialists

connived with the American imperialists to sa' olage
the  reunification of our country, renounce the

137




political provision of the Geneva agreements and
permanently partitionour country. They enticed and
forced nearly one million of our compatriots in the
North to go south, carried ‘away or destroyed thou-
sands of tons,of machinery, implements and public
property in ordcr to cripple us and create difficul-
ties for our work of taking over the newly-liberat-
ed region. We fought stubbornly, {rustrated
their plots and rapidly took possession of the new
areas.

On 1 January 1955, a big rally was held in Ba
Dinh square to welcome the return of President Ho
Chi Minh, the Party Central Commitice and the
government to the capital after nearly nine years of
hard but heroic fighting. This historic event of great
political significance made a deep impression on our
people throughout the country.

On 16 May 1955, we liberated all the Haiphong
region. As the last French soldier left the North,
half of our country was completely liberated. This
was a resounding victory cf our people.

In its document Some Problems on the Revolution-
ary Lines in Vietnam, rcleased in January 1956, the
Political Bureau pointed out: “ After the restoration
of peace, the North of our country has shifted to
the socialist revolution. We are confronted with
many difficulties but have fundamental advantages.
Our biggest obstacle is that our most backward eco-
nomy has been destroyed by 15 years of warlare
and our country remains temporarily divided into
two zones. Our advantages arc that our Party securcs
the lcadership of the revolution. and its prestige
is raised, we have a people’s democratic state which
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begins to fulfil the task of proletarian dictatorship ;
we are rich in natural resources, our peopl;e
are united, patriotic and painstaking, we enjoy
the staunch support from the socialist coun-
trivs. .

Under the leadership of the Party. our people
have done their utmost to develop their advantages
and overcome their difficulties, to complete land re-
form, restore the national economy and bring the
North to the stage of socialist revolution.

At that time, only a small part of land reform
wis “achieved. As it was the fundamental task of
the national people’s democratic revolution, the
requirement of the socialist revolution was to com-
plete it radically. Our Party mustered tens of thou-
sands of cadres and urgently launched a widespread
mobilization campaign for land reform. In summer
1956, this campaign was completed in the delta and
midlanl of North Vietnam. In the mountainous
regions it continued through the “mobilization for
agricultural cooperation and development of produc-
tion in coordination with the completion of democra-
tic reforms”, this was toabolish the feudal owner-
ship of land. to implement the watchword *Land to
the Tillers”. and the peasants’ right to be masters

- of the countryside in the highlands and to strength-

en solidarity among the various nationalities.

Land rcforms and democratic  reforms  were
crowned with great success: the feudal landlord
class, a target of the national people’s .democratic
revolution in the North, was delinitely abolished,
the feudal right of land ownership disappeared for
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