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FPART ONE

THE STRUGGLE TO SET UP THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS. THE AUGUST
1945 REVOLUTION AND THE FOUNDING OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
(1920-1945)

THE BIRTH OF THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS

The Viet Nam Communist Party, later the
Indochinese Communist Party and now the Viet
Nam Workers' Party, came into being on February
3, 1930. This great event was a historical necessity
which met the demand of the cause of liberation of
the Viethamese working class and people.
Throughout the 4,000-years of their history, the
Vietnamese people have a tradition of resolute and
dauntless struggle against both foreign aggressors
and reactionary rulers within the country. In the
course of that struggle to build up and defend their
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country, our pecple's
awakened at a v

consciousness was

ery \,cuiy date.

When the French colonialists invaded our coun-
iry the class of feudal landowners, of which the
Nguyen dynasty was the representative, surrender-
ed to the aggressors. But our people eatedly rose
up in armed struggle ag aders and the
traitors to their country.' It took the French colo-
nialists nearly 30 years (1858-1884) to set up some
sort - of administrative machine in our ecountry.
Nevertheless, our people’s struggle continued in
various forms.?

The aim of the French colonialists was to turn
our country intc a market for their goods, grab raw
materials, get cheap labour, use cur people as can-
non fodder... They maintained the feudal regime as
a tool to oppress and exploit our people, divided our
country into three ky (zones) with different admin-
istrative regimes and legislations in order to divide
our people, 2 and carried out a
cbscurantism to poison our people’s n

Under the rule of the French imperialists, our
country became a colonial an.d semi-feudal country,
where two basic contradictions re dominant:
contradiction between our eountry and French impe-
rialif;m, and contradiction between our people,
especially the peasantry, and the class of feudal
Iandowners. Only when these contradictions were
solved could Vietnamese society develop.

1 Seﬂ Publisher's Notes
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But all previous anti-French movements had
failed. The contradiction between our country and
the agg icsm"s had not been solved, because our
people had no political line suited to the new histor-
ical era — the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution — and no leadership capable of bringing
suecgess to the na tmm' liberation revolution.

The feudal landowner class had surrendered
to the imperialists: the fledgling bourgeoisie, whose
activities were hampered and restricted by French
imperialism, was economically weak, politically
meek, and therefore bent on making a compromise
with the latter. The peasantry and the petty bour-
geoisie, though yea"'nl‘np for independence and
freedom, were in an ideological impasse. Although
coming into being before the local bourgeoisie the
working class became an important political force
only after World War 1.

The great Russian October Revolution (1917)
opened up a new era in the history of mankind —
the era of transition from capitalism to socialism on
a world scale. The national-liberation revolution in
colonial and dependent countries became an inte-
gral part of the world proletarian revolution. In
these circumstances, the Vietnamese working class,
a class subjected to a three-fold oppression — by
imperialism, feudalism and the local bourgeoisie —
a class representing the most advanced production

forces and active in the very economic centres of

the enemy, naturally hecame the only class capable
of achieving political supremacy in the whole coun-

try.




Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, who later became
President Ho Chi Minh, was the first Vietnamese to
have realized those capabilities and that position of
the Vietnamese working class. As early as the 1920’s,
after studying the different revolutionary lines fol-
lowed by Eastern and Western countries, he had
come to the conclusion: “The only path leading to
national salvation and national liberation is that of
proletarian revolution.” (*) He endeavoured to prop-
agate Marxism-Leninism in Viet Nam and prepare
the working class for the founding of their party.

He had been active in the French workerg’
movement, taken part in founding the French
Communist Party at the Tours Congress in December
1920 and resolutely sided with the Communist Inter-
national. He founded the Intercolonial Union (1921)
and participated in the Peasants’ International Con-
gress (1923). Having soon realized that French impe-
rialism was the common enemy of the French work-
ing class and of the peoples of French colonies, he
established relations of mutual assistance between
the French revolution and the Vietnamese revolution,
and laid foundations for solidarity between the
peoples of the French colonies and the French work-
ing class and labouring people. He regarded the
revolution in the imperialist countries and that in
the colonies as the two wings of a bird. Right from
the beginning he closely combined patriotism with
proletarian internationalism. He became the soul of

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selecied Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 705.
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the combination of patriotism with proletarian inter-
nationalism.

His revolutionary activities and his articles
appearing in U'Humanité (of the French Communist
Party), La Vie Ouwriére (of the French General
Confederation of Labour), Le Paria founded by
himself, and his first books such as French Colonial-
iom on Trial (1925) and The Revolutionary Path
(1927) awakened Vietnamese patriots and led the
fevolutionary' movement in Viet Nam to the path
of Marxism-Leninism.

Owing to his efforts, Marxism-Leninism and the
influence of the October Revoluiion reached Viet
Nam, breaking through the steel meshes of French
colonialism, Vietnamese revolutionaries, especially the
young revolutionary intellectuals, eagerly absorbed
Marxism-Leninism, like thirsty people who have
found water. However, it was not easy for Vietnam-
ese revolutionaries to move from the old patriotic
stand to a patriotic one based on a Marxist-Leninist
viewpoint. Therefore, what was needed first was an
adequate organization in which Marxism-Leninism
would be combined with the workers’ movement and
the patriotic movement of the Vietnamese people.
That intermediate organization was the Viet Nam
Revolutionary Youth Association, founded by Com-
rade Ho Chi Minh in 1925, with a communist group
as a core to prepare for the setting up of the Viet
Nam Communist Party.

. From 1924 onwards, the national-liberation strug-
gle and the class siruggle in our country were
intensified. Revolutionary forces and counter-revo-
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forces put forward political programmes
to seek support from the populdtmn. Although it
was regarded as illegal and subjected to repression,
the Viet Nam Reuvols wry Youth Association suc-
cessfully exposed the deceitful a’ilegai'ionﬁ of the
French colonialists and their agents, and at the same
time effectively stru 1 againgt the reformist
nationalist and chauy t viewpoints of the bour-
geoisie and petty bourgeoisie.

In 1926-1927, the revolutionary movement kept
growing. The Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Asso-
ciation developed sorously. To carry out the
“proletarianization’” programme of the Association
many members went to work in mines, factories and
plantations wt they engaged in propaganda and

agitation work among the masses, orgammd and led
the workers’ struggle and awakened the working
class to its historical ’*"sissior, at the same time edu-
cating themselves to become true revolutionaries, As
a result, in 1928-192 ‘1 the workers’ movement grew

in strength and advanced from economic demands to
political ones. Besides the workers’ movement, the
struggle of the peasantry and the urban petty bour-
geoisie was also very active, They closely combined
and developed into a powerful nation-wide drive for
national liberation and democracy, in which the
werking class became an independent political foree,

In face of the nation-wide upsurge of the
masses, the Viet f‘-f(r,';""a T{Gt?oﬁutimﬂac-y Youth Asso-
ciation was no longer a to provide adequate lead-
ership to the revolution. 'I‘he time had come when

there had to be a real party of the working class, a
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Communist Party, to push the Viethamese revolu-
tion forward. The more advanced elements in the
Association had perceived that objective necessity,
which, however, was hot recognized unanimously

and in time by the Association’s leaders.

Soon realizing the necessity for an independent
party of the working class, at the Congress of the
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association held in
Hongkong in May 1929, the delegation of Bac Ky
(Tonkin) prc-‘pcsed to dissolve that Association and
found a communist party. This proposal was hot
accepted, The Bac Ky d fn left for home and
declared the setting up 0'( the Indochinese Commii-
nist Party and issued a Manifesto in June 1929. *

ol

The 1 of the hdoc rinese Communist Party
resulted in a vigorous development of the commu-
nist movement in Indochina. In October 1929 the

(Cochinchina) branch of the Viet Nam

evolhrl shary Youth Association also declared the
ing up of a communist party, the Annamese
Cc-rﬂ nunist Party. These omn- caused the New
Viet Nam Rewvolution {x,’r;; Party® a patriotic organ-

: tendency, to be trans-
hina Communist League in

ization W

formed in
January 1930.
Thus, af 1929, there were three communist

orgamzatlons in Viet Nam. But this state of thing
could not last long, because under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism, the stirring movements of Viet-
.se workers and patriotic forces required leader-
ip by a single communist party. In these circum-
nees, comrade Ho Chi Minh in his capacity as a
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representative of the Communist International, con-
vened a meeting of representatives of the different
communist groups on February 3, 1930, at Kowloon,
near Hong Kong, to settle the question of uniting
the three Vietnamese communist organizations into
a single one, the Viet Nam Communist Party.

This founding conference had the importance
ol a Congress. It adopted the Party's Summary
Political Programme and Strategy written by
Comrade Ho Chi Minh. These early documents,
sketchy as they were, none the less set forth a fun-
damentally correct political line for the Vietnamese
revolution, which later on served as a basis for the
elaboration of the Political Theses by the Party
Central Committee. That political line was: to carry
out a bourgeois democratic revolution including an
agrarian revolution, in order to overthrow the
French imperialists and the feudal rulers: to gain
complete independence and lead Viet Nam toward
socialism and communism. To ensure success for this
political line, it was necessary to build up a party
of the working class, establish a worker-peasant
army, form a worker-peasant alliance, organize a
national united front, and achieve solidarity bhe-
tween the Vietnamsee revolution and the world
revolutionary movement.

Mass organizations such as the Red Workers’
Association, Red Peasants’ Association, Communist
Youth League, Women’s Association for Liberation,
Red Relief Society, Anti-imperialist Alliance (i.e.
Anti-imperialist National United Front) were succes-
sivelv set up in Viet Nam,

14

The founding of the Viet Nam Communist
Party marked a momentous turn in the history of
the Vietnamese revolution and heralded a new era,
the era of Vietnamese revolution under the
leadership of the working class and its vanguard, the
Marxist-Leninist party.

The Vietnamese working class, though not large
in number’, was geographically concentrated to a
relatively high degree, and was a homogeneous
class without a stratum of aristocratic workers thus
not subjected to the influence of reformism. More-
over, it had a close ally, most reliable and highly
combative : the peasantry. Both the workers and
the peasants are the main revolutionary forces of
our people, a heroie people with a tradition of
resolute and unbending struggle. These are the
favourable circumstances which allowed Marxism-
Leninism to take root firmly among the masses in
our country.

Because aof these characteristics of our working
class and our people and its basically just line, our
Party, although newly founded, had all the
requisites of a new-type revolutionary party of the
working class and soon became the only leader of
the Vietnamese patriotic movement.

In October 1930, the First Plenum of the Party
Central Committee decided to change the name of
the Party to Indochinese Communist Party and to
adopt the Political Theses elaborated by Comrade
Tran Phu, its first Secretary General. These Theses
pointed out that: in the era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution, after the triumph of the
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Great Russian October Revolution, the Vietnarnese
revolution had become an integral part of the world
proletarian revolution. The Vietnamese revolution
had to pass through two stages. In the first stage,
the bourgeois demoeratic revolution was carried out
under the leadership of the working class, to
overthrow the imperialist and feudal rulers, achieve
national independence, and give land to the tillers.
The an’ti~imperia]‘ist struggle and the anti-feudal
struggle were closely linked. The main forces of the
reve:lutmn were the peasants and the workers. The
Party had to build up the worker-peasant alliance
and use the revolutionary viclence of the masses
i an uprising to seize power. ;

After the a}‘-“*.-"f ntioned tasks had been
basically fulfilled, the revolution would move to the
second stage when Vict Nam was to be led straight
to socialism, without passing through the stage of
capitalist development.

The indispensable condition to ensure success
for the revolution was to have a Communist Party
based on Marxist-Leninist ideology, with a correct
political line to lead the revolution, an organization
based on democratic centralism, a strict discipline,
and close contact with -the 'mass
would mature through revolutio.nary struggle.

ty which

The Political Theses of the Party had great
historical ‘significance. For the first time, the
Vietnamese working class and people had a
programme of - new-type bourgeois democratic
revolution which exactly reflected the objective

d
laws of Wietnamese sociely, a colonial and semi-
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feudal one, and met the urgent needs of the
Viethamese people.

The Party’s Political Theses was an effective
weapon of the Vie nese Communists in the
struggle to defeat tl pholding viewpoints which
ignored the class struggle. They helped workers and
peasants avoid the disastrous influences of reformist
nationalism, proveeative and destructive Trotskyism,
and petty-bourgeois chauvinism,

With the Political Theses, our Party raised high
the banner of nationalism and democracy and
firmly maintained the working elass’ absoluie
leadership of the Vietnamese revolution.

5 U

THE REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE IN THE
YEARS 1930-1931 AND THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST WHITE TERROR, FOR THE RESTORA-
TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT

Our Party came into being at a time when a
severe econcmic crisis of capitalism had spread fo
our country. The French imperialists shifted on the
Vietnamese people all the burden of this crisis. The
workers and peasants were most direetly and
severely affected. In addition, from 1929 to 1933 our
country was “epeatoaly struck bv flood and drought,
The peasants were utterly impoverished. The

2 VH 17



number of unemployed workers was increasing.
Many national bourgeois and petty bourgeois became
bankrupt, The living conditions of all strata of the
population were seriously threatened. The economie
crisis, the intensification of colonial exploitation and
the policy of widespread terror applied before and
aiter the Yen Baj insurrection’ further deepened the
contradictions between our people and French
Imperialism. These were lavourable conditions for
our Party to organize and lead an uprecedentedly
powertful revolutionary movement in our country,
with a view to Opposing the terror policy and
demanding the release of detained revolutionary
fighters and an improvement of the people’s living
conditions,

The movement started with strikes by 5,000
workers at the Phy Rieng rubber plantation,
in Nam Bo (February 3, 1930), 4,000 workers of the
Nam Dinh Textile Mill, in Bac Bo (March 25, 1930),
400 workers of the mateh factory and the saw-mill
at Ben Thuy, in Trung Bo (April 19, 1930).
Especially after May 1st, 1830, the revolutionary
upsurge of the masseg spread from industrial firms
in Hanoi, Haij Phong, Nam Dinh, Hong Gai, Cam
Pha, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Saigon, Cho Lon, ete., to rural
areas such as Gia Dinh, Cho Lon, Vinh Long, Sa
Dec, Ben Tre, Long Xuyen, Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Thuy
Dau Mot, My Tho in Nam Bo: Nghe An, Ha Tinh,
Quang Ngai in Trung Bo: Thaj Binh, Ha Nam, Kien
An in Bac Bo. Throughout the country, hundreds
of workers’ strikes, thousands of Peasants’ demon-
strations took place, together with numerous meet-
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ings, school strikes and market strikes of small
traders. This movement of conseious struggle by
workers, peasants and members of the Petty bour-
geoisie closely united the anti-imperialist struggie
with the anti-feudal one, completely eliminating the
influence of bourgeais reformist nationalism.

The movement reached its elimax with the
establishment of the Nghe Tinh Soviets. In face of
the impetuous revolutionary movement of the
Mmasses, the imperialist and feudal administration in
a humber of rural areas in the provinces of Nghe An
and Ha Tinh disintegrated and collapsed. Executive
committees of village peasants’ associations led by
Party eells took in hand the management of gall
aspecis of village political and social life, thus
assuming the responsibilities of people’s power in
the Soviet style. For the first time, our people were
N control of loecal administration, Although they
did not last long, the Soviets resolutely repressed
counter—re*.folutjonary elements, abolished taxes
created by the imperialist and feudal rulers, and at
the same time ensured democratie freedoms to the
people ; distributed land to the beasants, compelled
the landowners to reduce the main rents and
renounce the auxiliary rents, organized literacy
classes {for the population, fought backward ways
and customs, Superstitions, ete.

The 1930-1931 revolutionary upsurge and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets had a Breat historical significance.
It was the first full-dress rehearsal staged by the
Vietnamese beople in preparation for the successful
August Revolution at a later date, The Party’s

19



political line, which was fo carry out a national
democratic revolution, with the slogans “national
independence” and “land to the tillers” became the
faith and hope of the masses. In the course of this
powerful revolutionary movement, our Party was
i tempered and matured. In April 1931, it was recog-
nized as a branch of the Communist International.

The revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets proved that only the Vietnamese
working class and its wvanguard, the Indochinese
Communist Party, could lead the national democratic
reveolution in Viet Nam. It also proved that under
our Party’s leadership, the working class and the
peasantry, united with other strata of the population,
could overthrow the imperialist and feudal rule
and establish a people’s revolutionary power. The
method to achieve this objective was to use the
masses’ revolutionary violence.

Panicked by the masses’ rising movement and
the growing influence of our Party, the French
imperialists resorted to ruthless {ferror, in an
attempt to crush the revolutionary movement and
wipe out our Party. Several leading Party organs

| were smashed. Tens oi thousands of cadres, Party
meribers and patriotic combatants were arrested,
imprisoned or killed,

B

After mid-1931, the movement subsided, but

temporarily. In face of extremely great
dlfi culties, our Party and people still firmly believed
in the bright future of the revolution, The heroism,
determination and indomitability evinced by cadres,
Party members and the revolutionary masses gave

20

the revolution great prestige both in the country
and in the world,

In 1932, the Party put forward a Progroamme of
Action which reiterated the Party’s basic line in the
Political Theses, and defined a plan to carry it into
effect in the new situation.

Thanks to the loyalty and devoiion of Party
members who had managed to evade enemy arrest
and repression, the Party still maintained close
contact with the masses. On the one hand, the Party
consolidated its secret organizations, on the other,
it combined legal and illegal forms of action, using
legal forms to earry out propaganda, through the

press and in city councils, regional councils, etc.
The ca Party members detained in imperialist

jails continually organized and led struggles to
demand improvement of the detention regime, and
oppose the killing of prisoners and terrorism.
They turned imperialist prisons into schools of
revolution, drawing lessons from past struggles
and secretly transmitting the experience gained to
Party organizations outside the prisons, Fraternal
parties, especially the Soviet, Chinese and French
parties, gave our Party wholehearted assistance
during those difficult years.

From 1933 onward, the revolutionary movement
gradually recovered its strength. In 1934, the Party’s
Overseas Leadership Committee was created, with
the task of unifying Party organizations which
had been restored in the country, training leading
cadres and preparing for the convening of the First
Party Congress. This Congress took place in March




1935, in Macao (China)®. The work of this Committee
and that of the Party Congress resulted in the
unification of the Party organization at home under
the leadership of the Party Central Committee, The
Vietnamese revolutionary movement now had the
necessary conditions for a new upsurge.

The activities of our Party and the revolu-
tionary movement in our country proved that
despite enemy measures of “white” terror, our
Party, far from being liquidated, grew ever more
tempered and matured. About this President Ho later
said: “Turning bad luck into good fortune, our
comrades took advantage of their days in prison to
hold meetings and study theory. Onece more this
proved that the enemy’s policy of extremely
barbarous terrorism not only failed to hamper the
progress of the revolution, but on the contrary
became a kind of crucible through which revolu-
tionaries were tempered and hardened. As a result,
the revolution has triumphed and the imperialists
have been defeated.” (¥)

THE INDOCHINESE DEMOCRATIC FRONT
CAMPAIGN (1936-1939)

The serious consequences of the 1929-1933
economic crisis and the subsequent gloomy economic
situation of the imperialist countries further

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works — Su fhat Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 765.

deepened the social contradictions and intensified
the revolutionary movement in these countries. To
counter the masses’ struggle, the monopoly capital-
ists in a number of imperialist countries suppressed
bourgeois democratic freedoms and carried out
faseist policies. The German — Italian — Japanese
fascists had established a powerful position. They
feverishly prepared for war in order to re-distribute
world markets ,and for an attack against the Soviet
Union in an attempt to wipe out the fortress of
world revolution.

In this situation, the Seventh Cengress of the
Communist International (July 1935) pointed out
that the immediate task of Communist parties and
of the working class was not yet to struggle in order
to overthrow capitalism and achieve socialism but
to fight against fascism and fascist wars of aggression
to realize democracy and to preserve peace. For
this reason, the Communist Parties of all countries
must unify the workers’ forces and create a broad
popular front comprising patriotic and democratic
parties and organizations and various strata of the
population in order to engage in joint action against
the principal and immediate enemy, fascism.

In the anti-fascist movement, the French
Popular Front, the core of which was constituted by
the French Communist Party, won victory at the
elections of May 1936. A Popular Front government
tcok power in France. This event had a direct
influence on the political situation in our country.
As a result of the economie crisis and the French
imperialists’ repressive policies all strata of the

23



population in our country, including the national
bourgeoisie and the democratic personalities, wanted
democratic changes.

In view of this situation Comrade Le Hong
Phong, alternate member of the Communist Inter-
national Executive Committee returned to Viet
Nam to directly lead the revolutionary movement,
together with the Central Commitiee. In accordance
with the resolution of the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, our Party, at its First
Congress held in the summer of 1936, pointed out
that the task of the Indochinese revolution was then
to participate in the world front for demoeracy and
peace, against fascism and fascist wars of aggression.
The Congress decided to temporarily put aside the
slogans “Overthrow French imperialism,” and “Con-
fiscate the landowners’ land for distribution to the
tillers” and to organize an Indochinese Anti-imper-
ialist Popular Front. This Front was later changed
into the Indochinese Democratic Front, which rallied
all democratic and progressive forces, struggled
against the main immediate enemy — the French
fascists and the French reactionary colonialists —
for democratic freedoms, improvement of living
conditions, against fascist aggression, for world
peace. As regards the forms of organization
and methods of struggle, the Party Central
Committee instructed that all legal and semi-
legal  forms be used fto carry out propaganda,
organize the masses, and at the same time to
consolidate and develop secret Party organizations
that legal and semi-legal activities bhe continued

D3

with illegal activities to expand the organization of
the Party and of the Democratic Front and the
masses’ struggle be intensified.

Comrade Ho Chi Minh, the founder, trainer, and
leader of our Party then abroad, was closely
following the demoeratic movement I‘n the country
and giving most judicious directives

To ensure success for the revolution in those
days, he urged for the organization of a broad front.
But with the Trotskyites, there should absolutely
be no compromise. They must be exposed and
politically annihilated. He said :
fil the above-mentioned task, t
singly fight against -*flm-lon-
tematic study of Marxism-

se hr‘ cultural and political level of
EE

“In order to f1
Party must une
alism, and or
Leninism to
all Party members...” (%)

Under the leadership of the Party, the move-
ment of the masses was greatly intensified, begin-
ning with the campaign to organize an Indochinese
Congress. Everywhere, action committees were set
up, talks and meeting were organized with a view
to collecting the people’s wishes and demanding that
the French Popular Front Government should carry
out democratic reforms and improve the living
conditions of the masses. As a result of pressure by
the popular movement in France and in Indochina,
many political prisoners were released. Several

] 14'11 ty Documents 1935-1939, circulated inside the
Party edited by the Commission for Research on the
Party’s History, I 1964, p. 434-435.
































































































































































































































































