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PART ONE

THE STRUGGLE TO SET UP THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS. THE AUGUST
1945 REVOLUTION AND THE FOUNDING OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
(1920-1945)

THE BIRTH OF THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS

The Viet Nam Communist Party, later the
Indochinese Communist Party and now the Viet
Nam Workers’ Party, came into being on February
3, 1930. This great event was a historical necessity
which met the demand of the cause of liberation of
the Vietnamese working class and people.

Throughout the 4,000-years of their history, the
Vietnamese people have a tradition of resolute and
dauntless struggle against both foreign aggressors
and reactionary rulers within the country. In the
course of that struggle to build up and defend their
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country, our people’s national consciousness was
awakened at a very early date.

When the French colonialists invaded our coun-
try the class of feudal landowners, of which the
Nguyen dynasty was the representative, surrender-
ed to the aggressors. But our people repeatedly rose
up in armed struggle against the invaders and the
traitors to their country.' It took the French colo-
_ nialists nearly 30 years (1858-1884) to set up some
sort of administrative machine in our country.
Nevertheless, our people’s struggle continued in
various forms.? '

The aim of the French colonialists was to turn
our country into a market for their goods, grab raw
materials, get cheap labour, use our people as can-
non fodder... They maintained the feudal regime as
a tool to oppress and exploit our people, divided our
country into three ky (zones) with different admin-
istrative regimes and legislations in order to divide
" our people, 3 and carried out a policy of cultural
obscurantism to poison our people’s minds.

Under the rule of the French imperialists, our
country became a colonial and semi-feudal country,
where two basic contradictions were dominant:
contradiction between our country and French impe-
rialism, and contradiction between our people,
especially the peasantry, and the class of feudal
landowners. Only when these contradictions were
solved could Vietnamese society develop.

1. See Publisher’s Notes.
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_  But all previous.- anti-French movements had
failed. The contradiction between our country and
the aggressors had not been solved, because our
people had no political line suited to the new histor-
ical era — the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution — and no leadership capable of bringing
success to the national-liberation revolution.

The feudal landowner class had surrendered
to the 1mper1a11sts the fledgling bourgeoisie, whose
activities were hampered and restricted by French
imperialism, was economically weak, politically
meek, and therefore bent on making a compromise
with the latter. The peasantry and the petty bour-
geoisie, theugh yearning for independence and
freedom, were in an ideological impasse. Although
coming into being before the local bourgeoisie the
working class became an important political force
only after World War I

The great Russian October Revolution (1917)
opened up a new era in the history of mankind —
the era of transition from capitalism to socialism on
a world scale. The national-liberation revolution in
colonial and dependent countries became an inte-
gral part of the world proletarian revolution. In
these circumstances, the Vietnamese working class,
a class subjected to a three-fold oppression — by
imperialism, feudalism and the local bourgeoisie —
a class representing the most advanced production
forces and active in the very economic centres of
the enemy, naturally became the only class capable
of achieving political supremacy in the whole coun-
try.



Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, who later became
President Ho Chi Minh, was the first Vietnamese to
have realized those capabilities and that position of
the Vietnamese working class. As early as the 1920's,
after studying the different revolutionary lines fol-
lowed by Eastern and Western countries, he had
come to the conclusion: “The only path leading to
national salvation and national liberation is that of
proletarian revolution.” (*) He endeavoured to prop-
agate Marxism-Leninism in Viet Nam and prepare
the working class for the founding of their party.

He had been active in the French workers’
movement, taken part in founding the French
Cemmunist Party at the Tours.Congress in December
1920 and. resolutely sided with the Communist Inter-
national. He founded the Intercolonial Union (1921)
and participated in the Peasants’ International Con-
gress (1923). Having soon realized that French impe-
rialism was the common enemy of the French work-
ing elass and of the peoples of French colonies, he
established relations of mutual assistance between
the French revolution and the Vietnamese revolution,
and laid foundations for solidarity between the
peoples of the French colonies and the French work-
ing class and labouring people. He regarded the
revolution in the imperialist countries and that in
the colonies as the two wings of a bird. Right from
the beginning he closely combined patriotism with
proletarian internationalism. He became the soul of

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 705.
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the combination of patriotism with proletarian inter-
nationalism. :

His revolutionary activities and his articles
appearing in 'Humanité (of the French Communist
Party), La Vie Ouvriére (of the French General
Confederation of Labour), Le Paria founded by
himself, and his first books such as French Colonial-
ism on Trial (1925) and The Revolutionary Path
(1927) awakened Vietnamese patriots and led the
revolutionary movement in Viet Nam to the path
of Marxism-Leninism. '

Owing to his efforts, Marxism-Leninism and the
influence of the October Revolution reached Viet
Nam, breaking through the steel meshes of French
colonialism. Vietnamese revolutionaries, especially the
young revolutionary intellectuals, eagerly absorbed
Marxism-Leninism, like thirsty people who have
found water. However, it was not easy for Vietnam-
ese revolutionaries to move from the old patriotic
stand to a patriotic one based on a Marxist-Leninist
viewpoint. Therefore, what was needed first was an
adequate organization in which Marxism-Leninism
would be combined with the workers’ movement and
the patriotic movement of the Vietnamese peopie.
That intermediate organization was the Viet Nam
Revolutionary Youth Association, founded by Com-
rade Ho Chi Minh in 1925, with a communist group
as a core to prepare for the setting up of the Viet
Nam Communist Party.

From 1924 onwards, the national-liberation strug-
gle and the class struggle in our country were
intensified. Revolutionary forces and counter-revo-
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lutionary forces put forward political programmes
to seek support from the population. Although it
was regarded as illegal and subjected to repression,
the Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association suc-
cessfully exposed the deceitful allegations of the
French colonialists and their agents, and at the same
time effectively struggled against the reformist
nationalist and chauvinist viewpoints of the bour-
geoisie and petty bourgeoisie.

In 1926-1927, the revolutionary movement kept
growing. The Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Asso-
ciation developed vigorously. To carry out the

“proletarianization” programme of the -Association
many members went to work in mines, factories and
plantations where they engaged in propaganda and
agitation work among the masses, organized and led
the workers’ struggle and awakened the working
class to its historical mission, at the same time edu-
cating themselves to become true revolutionaries. As
a result, in 1928-1929 the workers’ movement grew
in strength and advanced from economic demands to
political ones. Besides the workers’ movement, the
struggle of the peasantry and the urban petty bour-
geoisie was also very active. They closely combined
and developed into a powerful nation-wide drive for
national liberation and democracy, in which the
working class became an independent political force.

In face of the nation-wide upsurge of the
masses, the Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Asso-
ciation was no longer able to provide adequate lead-

ership to the revolution. The time had come when
there had to be a real party of the working class, a

12

Communist Party, to-push the Vietnamese revolu-
tion forward. The more advanced elements in the
Association had perceived.that objective necessity,
which, however, was not recognized unanrnously
and in time by the Association’s leaders.

Soon realizing the necessity for an independent
party of the working class, at the Congress of the
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association held in
Hongkong in May 1929, the delegation of Bac Ky
(Tonkin) proposed to dissolve that Association and
found a communist party. This proposal was not
accepted. The Bac Ky delegation left for home and
declared the setting up of the Indochinese Commu-
nist Party and issued a Manifesto in June 1929.*
The birth of the Indochinese Communist Party
resulted in a vigorous development of the commu-
nist movement in Indochina. In October 1929 the
Nam Ky (Cochinchina) branch of the Viet Nam
Revolutionary Youth Association also declared the
setting up of a communist party, the Annamese
Communist Party. These events caused the New
Viet Nam Revolutionary Party 5 a patriotic organ-
ization with a progressive tendency, to be trans-
formed into the Indochina Commumst League in

January 1930.

Thus, after 1929, there were three communist
organizations in Viet Nam. But this state of thing
could not last long, because under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism, the stirring movements of Viet-
namese workers and patriotic forces required leader-
ship by a single communist party. In these circum-
stances, comrade Ho Chi Minh in his capacity as a
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representative of the Communist International, con-
vened a meeting of representatives of the different
communist groups on February 3, 1930, at Kowloon,
near Hong Kong, to settle the question of uniting
the three Vietnamese communist organizations into
a single one, the Viet Nam Communist Party.

This founding conference had the importance
of a Congress. It adopted the Party’s Summary
Political Programme and Strategy written by
Comrade Ho Chi Minh. These early documents,
sketchy as they were, none the less set forth a fun-
damentally correct political line for the Vietnamese
revolution, which later on served as a basis for the
elaboration of the Political Theses by the Party
Central Committee. That political line was : to carry
out a bourgeois democratic revolution including an
agrarian revolution, in order to overthrow the
French imperialists and the feudal rulers; to gain
complete independence and lead Viet Nam toward
socialism and communism. To ensure success for this
political line, it was necessary to build up a party
of the working class, establish a worker-peasant
army, form a worker-peasant alliance, organize a
national united front, and achieve solidarity be-
tween the Vietnamsee revolution and the world
revolutionary movement.

Mass organizations such as the Red Workers’
Association, Red Peasants’ Association, Communist
Youth League, Women’s Association for Liberation,
Red Relief Society, Anti-imperialist Alliance (i.e.
Anti-imperialist National United Front) were succes-
sively set up in Viet Nam.
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The founding of the Viet Nam Communist
Party marked a momentous turn in the history of
the Vietnamese revolution and heralded a new era,
the era of Vietnamese revolution under the
leadership of the working class and its vanguard, the
Marxist-Leninist party.

The Vietnamese working class, though not large
in number®, was geographically concentrated to a
relatively high degree, and was a homogeneous
class without a stratum of aristocratic workers thus
not subjected to the influence of reformism. More-
over, it had a close ally, most reliable and highly
combative : the peasantry. Both the workers and
the peasants are the main revolutionary forces of
our people, a heroic people with a tradition of
resolute and unbending struggle. These are the
favourable circumstances which allowed Marxism-
Leninism to take root firmly among the masses in
our country. : - e

Because of these characteristics of our working
class and our people and its basically just line, our
Party, although newly founded, had all the
requisites of a new-type revolutionary party of the
working class and soon became the only leader of
the Vietnamese patriotic movement.

In October 1930, the First Plenum of the Party
Central Committee decided to change the name of
the Party to Indochinese Communist Party and to
adopt the Political Theses elaborated by Comrade
Tran Phu, its first Secrotary General. These Theses
pointed out that: in the era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution, after the triumph of the
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Great Russian October Revolution, the Vietnamese
revolution had become an integral part of the world
‘proletarian revolution. The Vietnamese revolution
had to pass through two stages. In the first stage,
the bourgeois democratic revolution was carried out
under the leadership of the working class, to
overthrow the imperialist and feudal rulers, achieve
national independence, and give land to the tillers.
The anti-imperialist struggle and the anti-feudal
struggle were closely linked. The main forces of the
revolution were the peasants and the workers. The
Party had to build up the worker-peasant alliance
and use the revolutionary violence of the masses
in an uprising to seize power.

After the above-mentioned tasks had been
basically fulfilled, the revolution would move to the
second stage when Viet Nam was to be led straight
to socialism, without passing through the stage of
capitalist development.

The indispensable condition to ensure success
for the revolution was to have a Communist Party
based on Marxist-Leninist ideology, with a correct
political line to lead the revolution, an organization
based on democratic centralism, a striet discipline,
and close contact with the masses, a Party which
would mature through revolutionary struggle.

The Political Theses of the Party had great
historical significance. For the first time, the
Vietnamese working class and people had a
programme of new-type bourgeois democratic
revolution which exactly reflected the objective
laws of Vietnamese society, a colonial and semi-
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feudal one, and met “the urgent needs of the
Vietnamese people. SR

The Party’s Political Theses was an effective
weapon of the Vietnamese Communists ‘in’ the
struggle to defeat those upholding viewpoints which
ignored the class struggle. They helped workers and
peasants avoid the disastrous influences of reformist
nat1onahsm provocative and destructlve Trotsky1sm
and petty-bourgeois chauvinism. g -

With the Political Theses, our Party raised high
the banner of nationalism and democracy - and
firmly maintained the working eclass’ absolute
leadership of the Vietnamese revolution. o

THE REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE IN THE
“YEARS 1930-1931 AND THE S'“RUGGLE
AGAINST WHITE TERROR, FOR THE RESTORA-
TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT -

Our Party came into being at a time when a
severe economic crisis of capitalism had spread to
our couniry. The French imperialists shifted on the
Vietnamese people all the burden of this erisis. The
workers and peasants were most directly and

severely affected. In addition, from 1929 to 1933 our_~"

~

country was repeatedly struck by flood and drought-, - f

The peasants were utterly 1mpoverlsheﬂ The N
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number of unemployed workers was -increasing.
Many national bourgeois and petty bourgeois became
bankrupt. The living conditions of all strata of the
population were seriously threatened. The economic
crisis, the intensification of colonial exploitation and
the policy of widespread terror applied before and
‘after the Yen Bai insurrection’ further deepened the
contradictions. between our people and French
imperialism. These were favourable conditions for
our Party to organize and lead an uprecedentedly
powerful revolutionary movement in ‘our country,
with a view to opposing the terror policy and
demanding the release of detained revolutionary
fighters and an improvement of the people’s living
conditions. . :

The movement started with strikes by 5,000
workers at the Phu Rieng rubber plantation,
in Nam Bo (February 3, 1930), 4,000 workers of the
Nam Dinh Textile Mill, in Bac Bo (March 25, 1930),
400 workers of the match factory and the saw-mill
at Ben Thuy, in Trung Bo (April 19, 1930).
Especially after May 1st, 1930, the revolutionary
upsurge of the masses spread from industrial firms
in Hanoi, Hai Phong, Nam Dinh, Hong Gai, Cam
Pha, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Saigon, Cho Lon, etc., to rural
areas such as Gia Dinh, Cho Lon, Vinh Long, Sa
Dec, Ben Tre, Long Xuyen, Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Thu
Dau Mot, My Tho in Nam Bo; Nghe An, Ha Tinh,
Quang Ngai in Trung Bo ; Thai Binh, Ha Nam, Kien
An in Bac Bo. Throughout the country, hundreds
of workers’ strikes, thousands of peasants’ demon-
strations took place, together with numerous meet-
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ings, school strikes and market strikes of small
traders. This movement of conscious struggle by
workers, peasants and members of the petty bour-
geoisie closely united the anti-imperialist struggle
with the anti-feudal one, completely eliminating the
influence of bourgeois reformist nationalism.

The movement reached its climax with the
establishment of the Nghe Tinh Soviets. In face of
the impetuous revolutionary movement of the
masses, the imperialist and feudal administration in
a number of rural areas in the provinces of Nghe An
and Ha Tinh disintegrated and collapsed. Executive
committees of village peasants’ associations led by
Party cells took in hand the management of all
aspects of village political and social life, thus
assuming the responsibilities of people’s power in
the Soviet style. For the first time, our people were
in control of local administration. Although they
did not last long, the Soviets resolutely repressed
counter-revolutionary elements, abolished taxes
created by the imperialist and feudal rulers, and at
the same time ensured democratic freedoms to the
people ; distributed land to the peasants, compelled
the landowners to reduce the main rents and
renounce the auxiliary rents, organized literacy
classes for the population, fought backward ways
and customs, superstitions, etc.

The 1930-1931 revolutionary upsurge and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets had a great historical significance.
It was the first full-dress rehearsal staged by the
Vietnamese people in preparation for the successful
August Revolution at a later date. The Party’s
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political line, which was to carry out a national
democratic revolution, with the siogans “national
independence” and “land to the tillers” became the
faith and hope of the masses. In the course of this
powerful revolutionary movement, our Party was
tempered and matured. In April 1931, it was recog-
nized as a branch of the Communist International.

- The revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets proved that only the Vietnamese
working class and its vanguard, the Indochinese
Communist Party, could lead the national democratic
revolution in Viet Nam. It also proved that under
our Party’s leadership, the working class and the
peasantry, united with other strata of the population,
could overthrow the imperialist and feudal rulers
and establish a people’s revolutionary power. The
method to achieve this objective was to use the
masses’ revolutionary violence.

Panicked by the masses’ rising movement and
the growing influence of our Party, the French

imperialists resorted to ruthless terror, in an~

attempt to crush the revolutionary movement and
wipe out our Party. Several leading Farty organs
were smashed. Tens of thousands of cadres, Party
members and patriotic combatants were arrested,
imprisoned or killed.

After mid-1931, the movement subsided, but
only temporarily. In face of . extremely great
difficulties, our Party and people still firmly believed
in the bright future of the revolution. The heroism,
determination and indomitability evinced by cadres,
Party members and the revolutionary masses gave
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the revolution great prestige both in the country
and in the world. " -

In 1932, the Party put forward a Programme of
Action which reiterated the Party’s basic line in the
Political Theses, and defined a plan to’ carry 1t into
effect in the new situation.

Thanks to the loyalty and devotmn of Party
members who had managed to evade enemy arrest
and repression, the Party still maintained close
contact with the masses. On the one hand, the Party
consolidated its secret organizations,” on the other,
it combined legal and illegal forms of action, using
legal forms to carry out propaganda, through the
press and in city councils, regional ‘councils, etc.
The cadres, Party members detained in imperialist
jails continually organized and led struggles to
demand improvement of the detention regime, and
oppose the " killing " of prisoners and terrorism.
They turned -imperialist prisons into schools of
revolution, drawing lessons from past struggles
and secretly transmitting the experience gained to
Party organizations outside the prisons, Fraternal
parties, especially the Soviet, Chinese and French
parties, gave our Party wholehearted -assistance
during those difficult years.

From 1933 onward, the revolutionary movement
gradually recovered its strength. In 1934, the Party’s
Overseas Leadership Committee was created, with
the task of unifying Party organizations which
had been restored in the country, training leading
cadres and preparing for the convening of the First
Party Congress. This Congress took place in March
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1935, in Macao (China)’. The work of this Committee
and that of the Party Congress resulted in the
unification of the Party organization at home under
the leadership of the Party Central Committee, The
Vietnamese revolutionary movement now had the
necessary conditions for a new upsurge.

The activities of our Party and the revolu-
tionary movement in our country proved that
despite enemy measures of “white” terror, our
Party, far from being liquidated, grew ever more
tempered and matured. About this President Ho later
said: “Turning bad luck into good fortune, our
comrades took advantage of their days in prison to
hold meetings and study theory. Once more this
proved. that the enemy’s policy of extremely
barbarous terrorism not only failed to hamper the
progress of the revolution, but on the contrary
became a kind of crucible through which revolu-
tionaries were tempered and hardened. As a result,
the revolution has triumphed and the imperialists
have been defeated.” (*)

THE INDOCHINESE DEMOCRATIC FRONT
CAMPAIGN (1936-1939) -~

The serious consequences of the 1929-1933
economic crisis and the subsequent gloomy economic
situation of the imperialist countries further

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 765.

«
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deepened the social contradictions and intensified
the revolutionary movement in these countries. To
counter the masses’ struggle, the monopoly capital-
ists in a number of imperialist countries suppressed
bourgeois democratic freedoms and carried out
fascist policies. The German — Italian — Japanese
fascists had established a powerful position. They
feverishly prepared for war in order to re-distribute
world markets ,and for an attack against the Soviet
Union in an attempt to wipe out the fortress of
world revolution.

‘In this situation, the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International (July 1935) pointed out
that the immediate task of Communist parties and
of the working class was not yet to struggle in order
to overthrow capitalism and achieve socialism but
to fight against fascism and fascist wars of aggression
to realize democracy and to preserve peace. For
this reason, the Communist Parties of all countries
must. unify the workers’ forces and create a broad
popular front comprising patriotic and democratic
parties and organizations and various strata of the
population. in order to engage in joint action against
the principal and immediate enemy, fascism.

In the anti-fascist movement, the French
Popular Front, the core of which was constituted by
the French Communist Party, won victory at the
elections of May 1936. A Popular Front government
tcok power in France. This event had a direct
influence on the political situation in our country.
As a result of the economic crisis and the French
imperialists’ repressive policies all strata of the
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population in our country, including the national
bourgeoisie and the democratic personalities, wanted
democratic changes.

" In view of this situation Comrade Le Hong
Phong, alternate member of the Communist Inter-
national Executive Committee returned to Viet
Nam to directly lead the revolutionary movement,

" together with the Central Committee. In accordance

with the resolution of the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, our Party, at its First
Congress held in the summer of 1936, pointed out
that the task of the Indochinese revolution was then
to participate in the world front for democracy and
peace, against fascism and fascist wars of aggression.
The Congress decided to temporarily put aside the
slogans “Overthrow French imperialism,” and “Con-
fiscate the landowners’ land for distribution to the
tillers” and to organize an Indochinese Anti-imper-
ialist Popular Front. This Front was later changed
into the Indochinese Democratic Front, which rallied
all democratic and progressive forces, ‘struggled
against the main immediate enemy — the French
fascists and the French reactionary colonialists —
for democratic freedoms, improvement of living
conditions, - against fascist aggression, for world
peace. As regards the forms of organization
and methods of struggle, the Party Central
Committee . insiructed that all legal and semi-
legal forms be used to carry out propaganda,
organize the masses, and at the same time to
consolidate and develop secret Party organizations :
that legal and semi-legal activities be continued

"
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with illegal activities to expand the organization of
the Party and of the Democratic Front and the
masses’ struggle be intensified.

- Comrade Ho Chi Minh, the founder, trainer, and
leader of our Party then abroad, was closely
following the demoeratic movement in the country
and giving most judicious-directives, :

To ensure success for the revolution in those
days, he urged for the organization of a broad front.
But with the Trotskyites, there should absolutely
be no compromise. They must be exposed and
politically annihilated. He said: :

© “In order to fulfil the above-mentioned task, the
Party must uncompromisingly fight against faction-
alism, and organize a systematic study of Marxism-
Leninism to raise the cultural and pohtlcal level of
all Party members...” (*)

Under the leadership of the Party, the _move—
ment of the masses was greatly intensified, begin-
ning with the campaign to organize an Indochinese
Congress. Everywhere, action committees were set
up, talks and meeting were organized with a view
to collecting the people’s wishes and demanding that
the French Popular Front Government should carry
out democratic reforms and improve the living
conditions of the masses. As a result of pressure by
the popular movement in France and in Indochina,
many political prisoners - were released. Several

(*) Party Documents 1935-1939, circulated inside the
Party edited by the Commission for Research on the
Party’s History, Hanoi, 1964, p. 434-435.
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newspapers of the Party, of the Indochinese
Democratic Front and of the Democratic Youth were
legally published’. Our Party availed itself of the
circumstances to engage in joint action with petty
bourgeois political groups and democratic-minded
bourgeois intellectuals and also with the Indochina
branch of the French Socialist Party on a number
of concrete questions.

From mid-1936 to mid-1939, the militant move-
ment of the masses in Indochina developed very
rapidly. Strikes and demonstrations broke out in
large cities and industrial areas, éspecially' ‘Saigon,
Hanoi, Haiphong, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Hong Gai, Cam
Pha, etc. The workers demanded improvements in
living conditions, an 8-hour work-day, freedom to
organize unions, friendship associations. Manual and
brain workers organized friendship associations,
mutual help associations. Millions of peasants took
part in demonstrations to demand a reduction of
taxes and an end to exactions and extortions.

In this period our Party regarded its urban
activities as the ecentral task, without, however,
neglecting the countryside. It severely criticized
“left” deviations, such as isolationism, narrow
mindedness, failure to use legal and semi-legal
forms to push the movement forward, and right
deviations, such as legalism, being intoxicated by
partial successes and neglecting the consolidation of
secret Party organizations, lack of vigilance against
the Trotskyites and unprincipled cooperation with
them, too much zeal in seeking the support of the
bourgeoisie and landowner class while neglecting to
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consolidate and develop the revolutionary forces of
workers and peasants, and paying insufficient
attention to the question of worker-peasant alliance.

The Indochinese Democratic Front campaign
(1936-1939) was actually a powerful, extensive
national and democratic movement, although our
Party at that time was too resérved and failed to
put forth a slogan making clear its stand on the
question of national independence. In the course of
leading the masses, the political level and the
capability of cadres and Party members had been
considerably raised. The prestige and influence of
the Party had grown among the masses. The impor-
tant thing was that the Party had availed itself of
the circumstances to use legal and semi-legal forms
to propagate Marxist-Leninist thought, and the
political line of our Party and of the Communist
International. The legal publications of the Party
and of the Democratic Front played a great role in
mobilizing and educating the masses, organizing and
leading their struggle, at the same time smashing
the deceitful propaganda and sabotage activities of
the Trotskyites and other reactionaries, who became
more and more isolated.

~ The fact that the Party was aple to use legal
forms of activities, including activities in chambers
of representatives and colonial councils, constituted
a great victory for Communists in a colonial and
semi-feudal country like ours where there were
more prisons than schools, and where the people
enjoyed no democratic freedoms, even mere bour-

geois democratic freedoms.
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'y ~OQur Party had achieved still another great
success : through the struggle for democratic free-
doms and improvement in living conditions and
through the mobilization and education of the
masses it had built up “a popular political army”
comprising millions of people in the cities and in
the _countryside; this had brought about an
extensive political movement, during which a host
of cadres were trained for revolutionary activities

in our country. Clearly, the powerful movement of -

the Indochinese Democratic Front had been
another full-dress rehearsal in preparation for
the August Revolution. _

Later, when assessing the Democratic Front
movement (1936-1939) President Ho said “It taught
us that anything which is in agreement with the
people’s aspirations is supported by the people, who
will actively participate in the struggle. And only
then do we have a real movement of the masses. It
also taught us that we must do our utmost to avoid
subjectiveness, narrow-mindedness, etc.”(*)

THE 1939-1945 NATIONAL-LIBERATION
MOVEMENT AND THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

In September ‘1939', Word War 'II broke out.
The French colonialists in Iadochina ruthlessly
repressed the revolutionary movement led by our

(*) Ho Chi Minh, For Independence and Freedom, for
Socialism — Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 98 (in
Vietnamese), '

Party, and decreed general mobilization, frantically
seizing man-power and wealth for the fascists’ war
of aggression. Legal activities were no longer
possible’. Party organs and cadres who had been
engaging in legal and semi-legal activities were
instructed to go underground. Most of them moved
to the countryside where they continued their
work with the help of the population, vigorously
developing the revolutionary forces both in the
countryside and in the cities. In November 1939, the
Party Central Committee held its Sixth session,
attended by Comrade Nguyen Van Cu, the Party
secretary-general, Comrades Le Duan, Phan Dang
Luu, and others". It stressed that national liberation
was the foremost task of the Indochinese revolution
and decided that the slogan of agrarian revolution
continue to be put aside, the policy set forth being
only to oppose high land rents, exorbitant interest
rates and to confiscate land owned by the colonialists
and traitors, for distribution to the tillers. This
policy was aimed at rallying all those who opposed
the imperialists and their lackeys, winning over
progressive elements in the landowner class, .and
broadening the National United Front which became
the Indochina Anti-imperialist National United
Front. _
The Sixth session of the Party Central
Committee marked a correct change in strategic
direction; it made an overall appraisal of the
national question and came to the conclusion that
the contradiction between the Indochinese peoples
and the imperialist aggressors was the main one in
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the two fundamental social contradictions then
existing in the three Indochinese countries, and that
the national liberation movement was an integral
part of the world revolutionary movement.

In June 1940 France was occupied by Hitler’s
fascist armies. The Japanese fascists availed them-
selves of the occasion to invade Indochina. The
French colonialists surrendered to them, but the
indomitable Vietnamese people rose up to fight
against both the French and the Japanese. The Bac
Son insurrection® broke out in September 1940.
The Nam Ky" (Cochinchina) insurrection took
place in November of the same year. In January
1941, troops mutinied at Cho Rang and Do Luong. *
‘These insurrections and mutinies had great repercus-
sions heralding a fierce struggle by our people to
reconquer independence and freedom.

In November 1940, the Seventh session of the
Party Central Committee ® was attended by Com-
rades Truong Chinh, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang Quoc
Viet, Phan Dang Luu, Tran Dang Ninh and others.
It pointed out the seriots threat to the Indochinese
peoples then under a double yoke — the French and
Japanese fascists, —and decided that our Party’s
immediate task was to lead the Indochinese peoples
in making preparations for an armed uprising to
seize power. It also decided that the armed forces
organized for the Bac 'Son insurrection be main-
tained and revolution bases established and that the
Nam Ky insurrection be postponed. But owing to
difficulties in communications the instructions did
not reach their destination in time, and the insur-
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rection broke out. At this Session, a provisional
central committee was elected. Comrade Truong
Chinh was made acting secretary-general.

On October 13, 1940, the Bac Son insurrection
forces were organized into the first Vietnamese
guerrilla unit under the leadership of our Party.
Shortly after, this unit grew info three platoons of
the National Salvation Army. '

On February 8, 1941 Comrade Ho Chi Minh
returned to the country to assume direct leadership
of the Vietnamese revolutionary movement. In May
1941, the Eight Session of the Party Central Com-
mittee met at Pac Bo, presided over by Comrade
Ho Chi Minh."” On the basis of a penetrating
analysis of the situation in the country and in the
Woﬂd, the Central Committee concluded that the
revolution to be carried out in the immediate future
should be a revolution of national liberation and
that all the revolutionary forces of the people should
be spearheaded against the Japanese and French
fascist aggressors, because “should we fail at this
moment to liberate the country and recover inde-
pendence and freedom for the entire people, not
only would the whole of the country and the people
remain enslaved for ever, but also the interests of
a section, the working class, would never be
reciaimed.” (*)

At the Eighth Session, the Party Central Com-
mittee developed and amended the resolution of

(*) Excerpts from the resolution of the Eighth Session
of the Party Central Committee, May 1941.
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the Sixth and Seventh Session on the questions of
national liberation, decided to settle this .question
within the framework of each Indochinese country,
te found the Viet Nam Independence League (Viet
Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi, or Viet Minh, in an
abbreviated form), which comprised National Sal-
vation Associations of different strata of the popu-
lation (Workers’ Association for National Salvation,
Peasants’ Association for National Salvation, Youth
Association for National Salvation, Women’s Asso-
ciation for National Salvation, Old Folk Association
for National Salvation, Armymen’s Association for
National Salvation, Buddhist Bonzes’ Association for
National Salvation, Association of Owverseas Viet-
namese for National Salvation etc.) An extremely
flexible poliey was adopted, with a view to dividing
the enemy to the utmost and rallying all forces that
could be rallied in order to save the country and
liberate the people. It was decided to establish revo-
lutionary bases, build up and develop armed forces,
speed up revolutionary work in all respects, in order
to prepare for an armed uprising, proceeding from
local uprisings to a general uprising to seize power.
A Central Committee was officially elected and
Comrade Truong Chinh was made Party secretary-
general,

The Resolution adopted at the Party Central
Committee’s Eighth Session and Comrade Ho Chi
Minh’s appeal to all our countrymen, issued after
the meeting of the Central Committee, greatly

at thot historic meeting were strictly carried out by
the whole Party and led to the victory of the Revo-
lution of August 1945.

The Japanese and French fascists had conflict-
ing interests in Indochina, but they were equally
determined to crush the Vietnamese revolution.
They ruthlessly repressed and massacred the people,
killed or imprisoned patriotic fighters. The Viet
Minh programme fully responded to our people’s
aspirations to independence and freedom. All pa-
triotic Vietnamese did their utmost to realize that
programme. And the Viet Minh grew rapidly, despite
extremely severe repression. ,

At that moment, the anti-fascist Allied Powers
were meeting with difficulties. The German, Italian
and Japanese fascists were in a strong position. But
our Party and Comrade Ho Chi Minh clearly saw
that the Soviet Union and the Allies would certainly
win victory, that the Japanese and French fascists
in Indochina would sooner or later fight each other,
and that the Vietnamese people would -certainly
reconquer their independence. This unshakable faith
in our people’s bright future was communicated by
the Viet Minh to the entire population.

In 1943, the liberation movement was fairly
strong in the countryside, but still weak in the cit-
ies, especially in the larger ones where a movement
of students and intellectuals was still lacking. The
Party took concrete measures to broaden the Viet

-
Minh front, vigorously develop the movement in the”

/
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stimulated our entire Party and all our people. cities, and put forward a Vietnamese Cyltuml-‘?‘r‘m;-f N
The policies laid down by the Central Committee gramme to draw Vietnamese artists ang _m.tgllec.tuz_al/sé;,y,
- , -~
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into the Cultural Association for National Salvation
a member organization of the Viet Minh Front.
Illegal publications of the Party and of the Viet
Minh Front denounced pro-Japanese tendencies, the
reliance on Japanese forces and the illusion that
power could be seized through peaceful negotiations
with the Japanese. They fought against the Trot-
skyite provocateurs and saboteurs and the A.B.’s (*),
against division and factionalism: and sought to
consolidate unity and single mindedness in the Party
and the Front, and to strengthen the Party’s leader-
ship of the Vietnamese revolution,

In August 1944, the Party Central Committee
called on the people to “get weapons and drive out
the common enemy”. A revolutionary atmosphere
was seething throughout the country. In a number
of localities, especially in the revolutionary bases,
the people were eager for action, but the Party
pointed out that the opportunity had not yet come
for an uprising. o

In October 1944, Comrade Ho Chi Minh himself
gave the order to postpone the insurrection of the
Cao Bang — Bac '‘Can— Lang Son population, as
conditions were not yet ripe for it.”® The Party
Standing Committee also severely criticized the
armed uprising staged .at Vu Nhai —Dinh Ca on
November 11, 1944 as a petty bourgeois act which

(*) A.B. (Anti-Bolchevik), i.e, saboteurs who feign to
be communists in order to undermine communism. Em-
ployed by the French, they infiltrated into our Party and
tried to divide it and wreck the Indochinese revolutionary
movement. '
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prematurely revealed our forces. At the same
time, the Party pointed out that higher forms ef
struggle were needed to step up the movement. On
December 22, 1944, the Armed Propaganda Brigade
for the Liberation of Viet Nam was created in Cao
Bang under the command of Comrade Vo Nguyen
Giap. * This unit, together with the National Sal-
vation Units, intensified armed struggle, combining
it with political struggle.

At that time, the counter-offensive by the Soviet
Army was winning great victories. The fate of the
German fascists was sealed. In the Pacific area, the
Japanese were in a hopeless situation.

Knowing that the Japanese were preparing to
overthrow French rule in Indochina, the Party
Standing Committee convened an enlarged confer-
ence on March 9, 1945 to decide on the steps to be
taken. As our Party had predicted, fighting between
the French and the Japanese broke out. To eliminate
the danger of being attacked from behind if and
when Allied troops landed in Indochina, the Japan-
ese fascists staged a coup de force onMarch 9, 1945,
overthrew the French and ‘became the sole masters
of Indochina. In these circumstances, the enlarged
conference of the Party Standing Committee con-
cluded that the coup would create a situation of
serious political crisis in which conditions for a
general uprising would ripen quickly. The Con-~
ference decided to replace the slogan “Drive out the
French and the Japanese” with the slogan “Drive
out the Japanese fascists” and launched a powerful
movement against the Japanese fascists, for national

35




salvation, to prepare for a general uprising. In
areas where conditions were favourable, guerrilla
warfare was intensified and the local administration
was overthrown. To speed up preparations for a
general uprising and bring quick relief to famine
victims, the Conference decided to mobilize the
masses for a campaign to “seize rice stocks and
save people from starvation”. The conclusions and
the resolutions of the Conference led to concrete
measures, and the historic instruction of the Party
Standing Committee on “What we must do now that
the Japanese and the French are shooting at each
other” issued on March 12, 1945 was very timely
and stimulated the spirit of initiative of local Party
organizations.

From the end of March onwards, the Vietnamese
revolutionary movement rose like a tidal wave, local
uprisings broke out in many places®. And revolu—
tionary base areas were crea‘ced22

Active preparations were made for a general
uprising. In April 1945, the Party Standing Com-
mittee convened the Tonkin Revolutionary Military
Conference. Presided over by the Party secretary-
general®, the Conference decided to merge all armed
forces into a Viet Nam Liberation Army, develop
armed self-defence units and self-defence combat
groups, and open short-term training courses for
military and political cadres. In June 1945 a
liberated zone was created which comprised six
provinces in Viet Bac: Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang
Son, Thai Nguyen, Tuyen Quang and Ha Giang*.
Revolutionary people’s committees were established
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at all levels, and important Viet Minh policies began
to be carried out. The liberated zone became the
principal revolutionary base for the whole country;
it was to grow up into the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam.

While our people were actively preparing for
the general uprising, a terrible famine had broken
out in Bac Bo and the northern part of Trung Bo.
Two million people died of starvation. This was the
most disastrous consequence of the policy of
exploitation and war of the Japanese and French
fascists. The mobilization of the masses for seizing
rice stocks and saving people from starvation, which
responded to the most urgent need of the people,
fanned up the movement of struggle and insurrec-
tion, and prepared the people for rising up in arms
and seizing power. The people’s revolutionary spirit
was greatly enhanced. The revolutionary movement
had rallied not only workers, peasants, small traders,
small shop-owners, students, state employees but
also members of the national bourgeoisie and a
number of small landowners. National Salvation
organizations, self-defence units sprang up in nearly
all hamlets and even in the cities. An atmosphere
of insurrection prevailed throughout the country.

World War II was drawing to an end. After
annihilating the German and Italian fascists, the
Soviet Union declared war on the Japanese fascists
on August 8, 1945. Within a matter of days, the
Soviet armed forces had crushed the Japanese crack
armies stationed in the three provinces(*) of

(*) Liaoning, Kirin and Heilungkian.
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Northeastern China. On August 15, 1945 Japan
unconditionally surrendered to the Soviet Union and
the other Allied powers.

On August 13, 1945, the Party held its Second
National Congress at Tan Trao, to decide on a
general uprising and to take part in the People’s
Congress convened by the Viet Minh National
Committee.®

To give overall leadership to the general
insurrection, the Party Congress appointed a Nation-
al Insurrection Committee headed by Comrade
Truong Chinh.

The People’s Congress which met at Tan Trao
on August 16, 1945, adopted the Ten Major Policies
set forth by the Viet Minh, sanctioned the Order
for a general uprising and elected the National
Liberation Central Committee, i.e. the Provisional
Government headed by President Ho Chi Minh, At
this historie Congress, our Party put forward a most
correct policy : to mobilize the people for an uprising
to seize power before Allied troops landed in
Indochina, disarm Japanese troops, wrest power
from the Japanese. and overthrow the Japanese
puppets ; then receive Allied troops in our capacity
‘as masters of the country.

The news of the Japanese surrender spread
throughout the country. Because of difficulties in
comniunications, many localities had not yet received
the Central Committee’s order for an uprising, but
the Party committees there, carrying out the
instructions on “What we must do now that the
French and the Japanese are shooting at each other”,
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and especially taking into account the favourable
conditions for an uprising as specified in these
instructions, mobilized the masses for an uprising to
seize power immediately after Japan’s surrender.”
The successful uprising in Hanoi on August 19, 1945
had a decisive effect on the situation in the whole
country. A successful uprising took place on August
23, 1945, in Hue, and another on August 25, in
Saigon. Within fifteen days, the general uprising had
succeeded in the whole country. The victory of the
August Revolution resounded both at home and

abroad.

On September 2, 1945, in the capital, Hanoi,
President Ho Chi Minh, on behalf of the Provisional
Government, read the Declaration of Independence,
announcing to the Vietnamese people and to the
world the birth of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam inaugurating a new era in the history of the
Vietnamese people. The Vietnamese people became
the real masters of their country.

»

* *

The Revolution of August 1945 was a national
liberation revolution, a decisive step in the national
people’s democratic revolution in Viet Nam, made
under the leadership of our Party. It smashed the
French colonialist yoke imposed on our people for
nearly a hundred years and overthrew the feudal
monarchy of several thousand years, founded the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, our people’s

39




independent and democratic State, the first worker-
peasant State in Southeast Asia.. ‘

The August Revolution was not only the result
of the 1939-1945 struggle for national liberation, but
also the outcome of a revolutionary process which
began with the founding of our Party and passed
through two full-dress rehearsals, the revolutionary
upsurge of 1930-1931 and the 1936-1939 widespread
movement of the Indochinese Democratic Front.
Through fifteen years of continuous struggle, from
1930 to 1945, our Party had mobilized, educated and
organized all strata of the population, mobilized the
8reat worker-peasant force, realized the worker-
peasant alliance. On the basis of this strong worker-
peasant alliance, the Party had rallied all patriotic
forces into a broad National United Front, the Viet
Minh Front, built up revolutionary forces every-
where, in the mountain regions, in the countryside
and the cities. It had buiit up people’s armed forces,
combined armed struggle with political struggle,
combined local guerrilla war with local uprising in
the countryside, and when the opportunity came,
had mobilized the masses in time for a general
uprising in the countryside and in the cities, to
overthrow the rule of the imperialists and their
feudal agents and seize power for the people.

The August Revolution had a strong popular
character. It had mobilized the masses throughout
the country for an uprising, paralysed the reaction-
ary elements, raised to a high level our people’s
spirit of self-reliance at a time when our country was
surrounded by imperialist powers, and strictly car-
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ried out the Declaration of the Viet Minh Front that
“our liberation must be our own work”, withogt
waiting for the proletarian revolution to triumph in
France, without relying on any direct aid from
outside,

The August Revolution is a model natiopal
liberation revolution led by the working class, which
triumphed in ‘a colonial and semi-feudal country,
through a general armed uprising of the masses, a
clever combination of armed struggle with varzqus
forms of political struggle of the masses 'to seize
power, and establish a popular regime, It disrupted

* the colonial system of imperialism at its weakest

point, greatly contributing to breaking up that

system.

About the August Revolution, President Ho Chi
Minh wrote :

“Not only the Vietnamese labouring class and
people, but also the labouring class and oppressed
peoples elsewhere, can be proud that for.'che ﬁx:st
time in the history of colonial and semi-colonial
peoples a party only fifteen years old, -has success-~
fully led a revolution and seized power in the whole

country.”*

(*) Ho Chi Minh, For Independence and Freedom, for
Socialism — Su that Publishing House, Hanoi 1970, p. 101
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PART TWO

THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE THE PEOPLE’S
POWER. THE PROTRACTED RESISTANCE WAR
'~ AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONIALIST
| AGGRESSORS

(1945-1954)

THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE AND -
CONSOLIDATE THE PEOPLE’'S POWER

The young Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
was contronted with countless difficulties. Hardly had
the terrible famine caused by the French-Japanese
fascist imperialists’ policy of plunder come to an
end when a great flood occurred in Bac Bo, followed
by drought. The rice could not be planted in time.
There was stagnation in all branches of production,
commodities were in short supply and the State
stores left by the Japanese were empty.

_ At the very moment when our people were fac-
ing so many difficulties, two hundred thousand
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Chiang Kai-shek troops penetrated into the North.
Supposedly they were coming on a mission entrusted
by the Allies—to disarm the Japanese troops in

. Indochina — but in fact, they were lackeys of the US
imperialists, and were committed to carry out their
evil designs —to do away with our Party, destroy
the Viet Minh and help the Vietnamese reactionaries
overthrow the people’s power and set up a puppet
administration to work for the USY. In the South,
British troops, who came also under the pretence of
disarming the Japanese, were actually an expedi-
tionary corps whose task it was to pave the way for
a French comeback.® They helped the French colo-
nialists reconquer Nam Bo and Southern Trung Bo,
and work out plans for a reconquest of the whole of
Indochina. While the different imperialists colluded
with one another to attack us politically and milita-
rily, their henchmen, the Vietnamese traitors, mul-
tiplied slanders, provocations, divisive schemes, and
instigated and organized rebellions.

These seemingly insuperable difficulties were
an extremely serious trial for our people. Yet, under
the clearsighted leadership of our Party, they main-
tained close unity and firm resolve, were determined
to keep the oath of Independence, and stood ready
“to mobilize all their physical and mental strength,
to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safe-
guard their freedom and independence.”

On November 25, 1945, the Party Central Com-
mittee issued a directive on “Resistance war and
national construction”, and pointed out that it was
an urgent task of the Party and the people to “con-
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solidate our political power, fight against the Frenc.h
colonialist aggressors, do away with the d?mestlc
traitors, and improve the people’s livelihood.’

The main problem‘then was to safeguard the
revolutionary power.

To maintain power, it was necessary to struggl.e
against the manceuvres of the imperialists apd t}%exr
henchmen and repress the counter-revolut1onar%es,
while at the same time stabilizing the people’s life,
building up and consolidating the people’s revolu-

i owWer.

tlonaéi Iéep‘cember 3, 1945, acting on Pres.ident. Ho
Chi Minh’s proposal, the Government Council dec1d.ed
to launch a campaign to increase production and g?ve'
relief to the vietims of famine. Within a sho.rt period
of time subsidiary crops were grown -in many
localities. The production of maize, sweet potatoes
and' cassava increased several fold. Famine was
driven back. The peasants gradually restored the
acreage under rice. v

Other measures designed to improve the people’s
livelihood were actively. carried out in the first
months of revolutionary power : confiscation .of land
holdings of the French colonialists and the Vle‘man?-
ese traitors for distribution to poor peasants; equi-
table and rational redistribution of communal lands
to all citizens, men and women ; a 25 per cent reduc-
tion of land-rent; promulgation of the eight-hmfr
work day ; protection of the workers’ rights in their
relations with their employers.

Great attention was paid to the cultural, educa-
tional, and health work and especially to the fight
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against illiteracy. By the end of 1946, over two
million people had learnt to read and write.

To defeat all reactionary forces and overcome
every difficulty, it was important to put into effect
and bring into full play the people’s sovereignty.
Implementing the directives laid down by the Party
and President Ho Chi Minh, the Government decided
to organize general elections to elect the National
Assembly and formally set up the Government.

- On January 6, 1946, general elections were
successfully held throughout the country at a time
when the South was being subjected to armed ag-
gression by the French imperialists, and when in the
North, the Chiang Kai-shek troops were resorting
to every evil trick to sabotage the general elections
and overthrow the people’s power. The first general
election in our country had therefore, the character
of a fierce class and national struggle. In Nam Bo
alone, 42 cadres heroically laid down their lives dur-
ing the election campaign. In all localities, the peo-
ple also proceeded with a high sense of urgency to
elect people’s councils at different levels, and these
people’s councils formally elected people’s commit-
tees which replaced the provisional ones set up
during the first days after the general uprising.

With the great -success of the elections to the
National Assembly and the people’s councils at a]]
levels, our people demonstrated the invincible
strength of their national union and their iron wil]
to govern their own destiny.

Along with the Preparation and organization of
the general elections, a Constitution — Drafting
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Committee was set up by virtue of a decree issued
on September 20, 1945. Under the chairmanship of
President Ho Chi Minh, the Committee performed
its work with a high sense of urgency, and on No-
vember 9, 1946 the National Assembly adopted the
first Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, a revolutionary constitution which laid down
the Vietnamese people’s right to be masters of the
land, and their democratic freedoms. The Viet Minh
Front was consolidated and developed. In May 1946,
the Viet Nam National Union Association (Lien Viet)
was founded to rally those parties and individuals
who, for one reason or another, had not yet joined
the Viet Minh. The national union based on the
worker-peasant alliance — foundation of the people’s
power — was steadily consolidated and strengthened.

The Party devoted special care to the building’
of the armed forces and urged the entire people_ to
turn their minds to our kinsfolk in the South who
were heroically fighting against the French colon@al-
ist aggressors. The movement of support to the resist-
ance war of our South Vietnamese countrymen be-
came a broad and seething political campaign. “Sup-
port-the-Resistance” committees were set up every-
where. Within a short period of time, contingent
upon contingent of troops set out from all parts
of the Fatherland, and moved south to join the
fight. Under the Party’s leadership, the di'fﬁcul-
ties due to the French colonialists’ attack in the
South were overcome one after another. In the
military situation, there was a turn for the better.
The South Vietnamese people and armed forces won
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big victories which were a source of encouragement
for our entire people in their patriotic. fight against
the enemy. - S

While in the South, French troops were conduct-
ing a cruel war of aggression, the Chiang Kai-shek

troops and their lackeys in the North carried out

all kinds of schemes. in ‘attempts to overthrow the
people’s power.® In face of that extremely compli-

- cated and difficult situation, our Party applied most

skilful and flexible tactics with a view to dividing
the enemy’s ranks and isolating him to the highest
degree. The Central Committee pointed out: “Our
main enemy at this time is the French colonialist
aggressors. We must concentrate the fire of our
struggle on them”(*). The Chiang Kai-shek troops
were also a great danger to us, but they dared not
yet overtly attack us as the French colonialists had
done. On the other hand, they were being confronted
with a great threat — the powerfully growing revo-
lutionary struggle of the Chinese. people under the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. There-
fore, the policy of the Party at that time was to

- show a conciliatory attitude to Chiang Kai-shek

while firmly defending national sovereignty and.
independence. Because of the seething revolutionary
spirit of the popular masses in our country and the
firm stand of our Party and Government, the provoce-
ative schemes of the Chiang Kai-shek clique were

(*) Directive on Resistance War and National Con-
struction issued by the Central Committee on November
25, 1945. .
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foiled and their agenfs’ acts of betrayal of the nation
duly punished. - ' : '

 After six months’ décupation’ of North Viet Nam,
the Chiang Kai-shek troops still failed to carry their
dark schemes into effect. On February 28, 1946, in
compliance with the US imperialists’. order, the
Chiang Kai-shek clique signed with the French colo-
nialists an agreement allowing French troops to come
to replace Chinese troops in North Viet Nam %, Thus
the imperialists clearly revealed their sinister design
to arrange a French colonialist reconquest of our
whole country. Our Party was of the view that the
Chinese-French agreement did not concern the
French and Chiang Kai-shek alone, but rather the
imperialist camp as a whole. It made clear that in
view of this situation, there were only two choices —
first, to take up arms and resolutely oppose the
introduction of French troops into the North, thus
facing the prospect of fighting against several enemies
at a time ; second, to enter into talks with the French
and take advantage of the contradiction between the
imperialist countries to drive out the Chiang Kai-
shek troops and gain time to consolidate and develop
the revolutionary forces in preparation for a nation-
wide resistance war. Our Party chose the latter
course. On March 6, 1946, our Government signed a
preliminary agreement with the French, laying a
basis for formal negotiations. But hardly had the ink
dried on the agreement when the French colonialists
reneged their pledge®l. But as a result of the firm
and persistent struggle of our people, formal negotia-
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tions between our Government Delegation headed by
Comrade Pham Van Dong and the French Govern-
ment Delegation opened at Fontainebleau (France)
on July 6, 1946. Qur Government’s correct and firm
stand enjoyed the approval and support of the French
people and progressive public opinion in the world,
But the negotiations ended in failure because the
French colonialists had only one desire —to restore
their rule over our country. The danger of a fierce
and protracted war on a nation-wide scale was im-
minent. To gain more time to prepare for the resist-
ance, President Ho Chi Minh signed the September
14, 1946 Modus Vivendi with the French Government
before leaving France for home,

The conclusion of the preliminary agreement
Was a very sound and wise move of our Party. It
made it possible for the Vietnamese revolution to
remove a cruel enemy directed by the US imperial-
ists, and to spearhead the flames of struggle at the
French colonialists, the immediate and most danger-
ous enemy of the Vietnamese people. At the same
time, our people gained precious time to prepare
their forces for a protracted resistance war.,

The difficult and complex situation which pre-
vailed during the period from the triumph of the
August Revolution (1945) to the end of 1946 was a
severe test for our Party and Government. Our
young revolutionary power was like “a thousand-
kilogram weight hanging by a hair.” But our Party
and Government headed by our venerated and belov-
ed President Ho Chi Minh led our people through
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all dangers and managed to safeguard it and develop

our strength.
When the French colonialists deliberately started

a war, our nation-wide resistance began.

THE LINE OF CONDUCTING A NATIONAL,

ALL-SIDED AND PROTRACTED RESISTANCE

WAR AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONIALIST
AGGRESSORS S

THE IMPORTANT VICTORIES RECORDED IN THE
FIRST YEARS OF THE RESISTANCE

Just as our Party had anticipated, the French
colonialists carried on the policy of “accomplished
facts” in the hope of reimposing their rule on our
country. Following numerous French provocations,
the war spread to the whole country on December
19, 1946. The period of temporary compromise had
come to an end. Under the leadership of the Party
and President Ho Chi Minh, the entire Vietnamese
people rose up in a resolute fight to preserve national
independence and unity and to defend and develop
the gains of the August Revolution.

On December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi Minh
pointed out: -

“As we desire peace we have made concessions.
But the more concessions we make, the more the
French colonialists press on for they are bent on
reconquering our country.
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“No! We would rather sacrifice everything than
lose our country. Never shall we be enslaved !” M

Following President Ho Chj Minh’s appeal, ‘the
Party Central Committee issued on December 22,
1946 a directive about the national resistance war,
The directive pointed out the goals and character of
the resistance and laid down a common program of
action for our Party, armed forces and people. It
made clear that this was a resistance war conducted
by the entire ‘People in all flelds, during a long
period, and in a self-reliant spirit, ‘

" Early in 1947, Comrade Tryong Chinh wrote The
Resistance Will Win to explain the Party’s line and
policy in the resistance war. The fundamental prin-
ciples were laid down as follows: our people were
fighting against imperialism-—an eénemy possessing a

_ strong army and large quantities of weapons. That

is why we had to fight a protracted war in the course
of which we were to put out of action and destroy
an increasing number of enemy forces while preserv-
ing and developing our own; thus we would grad-
ually turn the table on the enemy, passing from
an inferior position to a superior one, and win final
victory. To fight a protracted resistance war, we
had to rely on our own forces. Therefore, the general
strategy of the resistance against the French colonial-
ist aggressors was that of a protracted war conducted
in a self-reliant spirit. To win victory, it was neces-
sary to unite the entire people, mobilize their man-

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected W?'itings—Foreign Lan-
guages Publishing House, Hanoi, 1973, D. 68.
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power, material resourees and intellectual capabili-
ties for the resistance, and struggle in all ﬁeld_s—
military, political, economic and cultural. Qur peo-
ple’s protracted resistance was to go through three
stages : defensive, active attrition and general coun-
ter-offensive. The idea of a people’s war conducted
by the entire people was affirmed. The armed forces,
with three kinds of troops — main-force units, re-
gional troops, and militia and guerilla forces — wgre 7
to be the core of the resistance waged by the entire
people under the Party’s leadership. _ _

Our resistance war began in extremely difficult
conditions. The terrible famine caused by the French
and the Japanese in 1945 had almost exhausted our
people. The enemy possessed air, naval and land
forces with modern weapons. We had only a newly-
organized infantry with little experience and lacking
everything. Our Party advocated, however, the con-
duct of a resolute resistance in the course of which
we would build up our strength and foster the forces
of the people while fighting against the enemy.

The facts of nearly one year of nation-wide re-
sistance showed that the enemy was unable to-wipe
out our main-force units with modern Weapons.,.He
managed- to occupy only a few towns at very high
costs to his forces. Our guerilla warfare developed.
The armed forces with three kinds of troops took
shape. Our people displayed a high degree of heroism,
they feared neither hardships nor sacrifices and ably
carried out both production and fighting.

The more the war dragged on, the greater the
difficulties . and embarrassment of the enemy.

*
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Therefore, he sought every means to bring the war
to an end, while still in a position of strength. On the
one hand, the enemy made frenzied preparations for
a major offensive which was to wipe out our main-
force units and leading bodies of the resistance. On
the other, he rigged up a dummy government with
which he signed a seemingly radical “agreement”
in an attempt to impose his terms upon us.

To this end, the French imperialists mustered in
late 1947 some twenty thousand troops to mount a
large-scale offensive against Viet Bac hoping to de-
stroy the base area of the whole country, annihilate
the main-force units and knock out the leading bodies
of the resistance. The Central Committee of the Par-
ty had anticipated this scheme and directed the Par-
ty’s Committees at all levels to be on guard against
it. On September 15, 1947, it issued the instruction
What did Bollaert say, and what must we do? In
which it made clear that “all forces of the nation
must be mobilized against the French colonialists’
manceuvre of making Vietnamese fight Vietnamese
and preparations must be made to foil all major
offensives of the enemy in the coming months.” On
October 15, 1947 it issued a new instruction. The
French winter offensive must be smashed. Carrying
out this instruction, our people and armed forces on
all theatres of operations in the country put up a
valiant fight in close coordination with those of Viet
Bac, and won glorious victories. After over two
months of hard fighting, our people and armed forces
smashed the French plan for a lightning war. preserv-
ed their strength, maintained the base area of the

-
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whole country, wiped out large numbers of enemy
troops and captured big quantities of weapons and
military equipment.

After the French defeat in Viet Bac (Winter 1947)
the face of the war changed. The enemy realized
that it was impossible to wipe out our main forces
by means of large-scale operations. and to win the
war quickly with his own forces. That is why in
1948 there was a shift in his strategy : giving up all
attempts to expand the occupied areas, he tried to
consolidate his rear areas, firmly entrenching himself
in Nam Bo (the South) instead of mounting attacks
in Bac Bo (the North); big operations gave way to
smaller ones intended to destroy our economy and
our mass bases rather than to wipe out our main
force units; at the same time, frenzied efforts were
made to strengthen the puppet administration, press-
gang more men into the puppet army and enlist US
aid.

On the other hand, the Viet Bac victory gave
our people and armed forces increased confidence in
the final victory of the protracted resistance war. As
the resolution of the enlarged session of the Party
Central Committee in January 1948 rightly put it,
“The Viet Bac campaign marked a major turn in our
nation’s protracted resistance war. It pushed us for-
ward, into the second phase, that of attrition.”

After pointing out that our resistance had enter-
ed the strategic phase of attrition, the enlarged ses-
sion of the Party Central Committee in January
1948 and the Fourth. Fifth and Sixth Conferences of
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cadres (May 1948, August 1948 and January 1949
respectively) made the fcliowing decisions: ’

In the military field, to smash the enemy offen-
sives against our base areas, to develop guerilla war-
‘are with independent platoons and companies, armed
propaganda groups and shock work teams. The gener-
al guideline in the atirition phase wwas to regard
suerrilla actions as the main form of figshting and
mobile warfare as a seccndary one, but to attach
great attention to stepping up mobile warfare and
to build up people’s armed forces comprising main
force units, regional treoops, and militia and guerilla
forces.

In the political eld, to strive to strengthen the
union of the entire nation, to broaden the national
united front, to consolidate and strengthen the peo-
ple’s power, to destroy the enemy’s puppet adminis-
tration, to step up agitation work among enemy
troops, to enlist the support of the socialist countrie;;
and peace-loving and progressive forces in the world.

In the economic and financial field, to improve
t.l?e material and cultural life of the people w\;ith a
view te conducting a proiracted resistance war, to
develop the new demccratic economy, to develop
state-run enterprises, to prepare conditions for th;e
planning of the state sector of the economy, to pro-
mote foreign trade; to carry out the Party’s l.and
policy to foster the peasants’ forces and promote
agricultural preduction; to blockade and destroy
the enemy econcmy.

In the cultural and social field. to educate and
mobilize the cultural circles for an active participa-

tion in the resistance work: to pursue the struggle
against illiteracy, to improve the educational system,
to promote a new culture with a national, scientific
and mass character ; to siep up the campaign for a
new way of life; to fight against bad customs. to care
for the people's health.

In March 1048. the Party Central Committee
initiated a big patriotic emulation movement in the
Party, army and people. The patriotic ardour and
creative spirit of the people and armed forces were
brought into play. As a result, guerilla warfare
strongly developed as from 1948. Many enemy rear
areas became ours. National union was broadened.
The Partv was further strengthened and developed.

Before the August Revolution, our Party had
been an illegal, underground one. But aiter the
Revolution, it became a party in power, and it led
the sacred resistance war of our people against the
French colonialist aggressors. The overwhelming
majority of its cadres and members were tested and
tempered in this resistance war. However, because
the Party was in power, a number of them were
likely to indulge in bureaucratism, “commandism”
and aloofness from the masses. In this situation,
some people ha#l jeined the Party with wrong mo-
tives. In Cctcber 1947, President Ho Chi Minh wrote
the book Change the Style of Work, in which he set
forth twelve points for Party building. About the
first point, he said:

“The Organization is not one for becoming man-
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liberating the nation, and ensuring prosperity to the
Fatherland and happiness to the people.”(*)

President Ho Chi Minh’s March 1947 letter to
the comrades in Bac Bo and the book Change the
Style of Work became documents for daily study by
cadres and Party members to enhance their virtues
and improve their style of work.

President Ho Chi Minh often said: “We can
liken the Party to a power generator, the resistance
and const.ruction work to electric lights, the more
powerful the generator, the brighter the lights.” He
used to recommend cadres and Party members, to
strive for increased unity and single mindedness
within the Party. On January 18, 1949 in the speech
made at the closing session of the 6th Congress of
‘arty Cadres, he said :

~ough we may come from different national-
teew wad classes, we follow the same doctrine, pur-
sue the same goal, are bound together in life and
d'eath, and share weal and woe, That is why we must
sincerely unite. To reach our destination, to organize
ourselves is not enough: We must, besides, be sin-
cere (n our minds.

There are two ways to achieve ideological unity
and inner cohesion: criticism and self-criticism.

(", je the Style of Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1955, page 33. Because at the time of writing
the Party was not yet operating in the open, the author
used the ~word “ Organization ” for Party.
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Everyvune, from the top down, must use them to
achieve ever closer unity and greater progress..” (*)

He also said:

“Though comprising a large number of people
our Party goes to combat united as one man. This
is due to discipline. Ours is an iron discipline — That
is, a severe and conscious one.

We must strive to maintain this iron discipline
of our arty.”(*)

Under the leadership of the Central Committee
and President Ho Chi Minh, by 1949, our Party had
actually been built into a strong mass party. Its forc-
es developed everywhere. Its leading role over the
resistonre and construction work was strengthened.

—ictories of our people and armed forces
were auw.w wiose of the world revolutionary move-
ment. In October 1949, the Chinese revolution tri-
umphed. In January 1950, the Soviet Union, China
and the other »eople’s democracies formally recogni-
zed the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and estab-
lished diplomatic relations with our Government.

At that time there existed some erroneous view
among Party members about the protracted charac-
ter of the resistance and the decision {o prepare ac-
tively for the general counter-offensive. In the sum-
mer of 1950, the Party Central Committee rectified
in time those incorrect ideas and actions with a view
to driving home to the cadres and people the neces-

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings (1920-1969) — op.
cit, p. 89. i




sity of launching a protracted war of resistance and
being self sufficient.

On the basis of the victories recorded in 1948-
1949 and the important diplomatic successes, the
Central Committee decided in September 1950 to
launch the Frontier Campaign, which was a resound-
ing victory. Our people and armed forces managed
not only to wipe out an important part of enemy
troops, to consolidate and expand the Viet Bac base
area, and to liberate part of our territory, but also
to link our country to those of the socialist camp, and
to break the imperialist encirclement of our country.

The frontier victory marked a big leap in the
growth of our people and armed forces’ fighting

- strength, in our Party’s art of directing the war. For
the first time in the history of the war against the
French colonialists, our armed forces mounted a ma-
jor offensive and smashed the enemy’s defence line
along the border. They had grown up rapidly to
include three kinds of forces —main force units,
regional troops, and militia and guerilla forces.

At the beginning of the war, in view of the
discrepancy between our forces and the enemy’s
some people had likened our war of resistance to a
fight between “a grasshopper and an elephant.”

Early in 1951, in his Political Report to the
Second National Congress of the Party, President
Ho Chi Minh pointed out:

“And such a fight it would be if things were
looked at with a narrow mind, solely from the
angle of material strength and in their present
state. Indeed against the enemy’s airplanes and
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artillery we had only bamboo sticks. But our Party
is a Marxist-Leninist one. We look not only at the
present but also to the future and have firm confi-
dence in the spirit and strength of the masses, of the
nation. Therefore we resolutely told those wavering
and pessimistic people :

Yes, it’s now grasshopper versus elephant

But tomorrow the elephant will collapse,

Facts have shown that the colonialist “elephant’
is getting out of breath while our army has grown
up into a powerful tiger.”(*)

The victory of the Frontier Campaign showed
that our resistance forces had grown up in all res-
pects especially in the military fields. Our peop%e and
armed forces made active preparations for the gener-
al counter-offensive.

THE PARTY'S SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS.
THE PREPARATIONS IN ALL RESPECTS FOR
THE GENERAL COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

‘Recause of the rapidly growing strength of our
people and our armed forces, the French colonialists
found themselves in an ever more difficult situation
in their prolonged war of aggression in Indochina.
In the military field, in spite of a considerable in-
crease in the enemy’s forces in comparison with the

(* Ho Chi Minh, Selected w . ilimos—n. 114
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beginning of the resistance, his lack of troops grew
more and more serious. In the political field, because
they were conducting an unjust war, the French
aggressors encountered increasing opposition from
the French people and progressive public opinion in
the world. Their ranks were torn by sharp internal
contradictions and divisions. French cabinets fell one
after another. In the economic field, France was
more and more dependent on the United States and
there was a serious decline in French finances. But
in view of their reactionary nature and of the policy
of increasing dependence on the US imperialists, the
French colonialists stubbornly prolonged the “dirty
war” in Indochina, and strove hard to carry out th-
scheme of “making Vietnamese fight Vietnames
and feeding war by war.” T'

As far as we were concerned, our people’s resist-
ance and construction was powerfully developing.
The prestige of our Party and Government was being
heightened in the international arena.

The new changes in the international and nation.
al situation required an increase of leadership by
the Party in all fields with a view to pushing ahead
the resistance to victory. For the time being it w-s
necessary to chart a line for defeating the Fren.a
colonialists and the American interventionists while
pringing out the aim, tasks, content and character-
1'9tics. of the people’s national demoecratic revolu-
tion in our country: we had to put an end to the
state of semi-clandestinity of a party in power and to
clearly lay down the rules for building the Party in
accordance with the new situation.
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In this context, the Party's Second National
Congress played a particularly important role.

The Congress was held from the 11th to the 19th
of February 1951. It was attended by 158 delegates
and 53 alternate delegates representing over 760,600
Party members from central, south and north Viet
Nam and from abroad. ‘

After the opening speech of Comrade Ton Duc
Thang, the Congress heard President Ho Chi Minh’s
Political Report and Comrade Truong Chinh’s Report
on the Vietnamese revolution, then adopted the Ma-
nifesto, Political Programme and Rules of the Party.

President Ho Chi Minh’s Political Report was a
document of great theoretical and practical value, in
which he not only summed up our Party’s experiences
of the past 20 years and more, but also pointed out
the important achievements of the world revolution
during the first half of this twentieth century. He
said :

“In a word, many events of great importance
have occurred in the first half of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, but we can predict that thanks to the efforts of
the revolutionaries, even greater and more glorious
changes will take place in its second half.”(*)

That situation showed even more clearly the
brilliant prospects of the revolution in our country
under the leadership of the Party. In the Political
Report, President Ho Chi Minh outlined the glorious
stages in the Party’s history, and pointed out that

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings —p. 102
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the revolution in our country had gone from victory
to victory because: '

“We have a great, powerful Party. Its greatness
and strength is due to Marxism-Leninism, to the
constant efforts of all our Party members, and to the
love, confidence and support of our entire army and
people.” (%)

In his Report on the Vietnamese Revolution,
Comrade Truong Chinh presented to the Congress
the whole line of people’s national democratie revolu-
tion in Viet Nam. That was the first time our Party
held that the bourgeois democratic revolution in a
country like ours is a people’s national democratic
revolution. 4

The Report correctly analyzed the character of
the Vietnamese society and pointed out the enemies
of the Vietnamese revolution, its motive forces, its
leading role, ete. It said that the immediate task of
the people’s national democratic revolution in Viet
Nam was to drive out the French imperialist aggres-
sors and overthrow the feudal forces in the pay of
imperialism, regain national independence, and a-
chieve people’s democracy ; then it should proceed to
accomplish the socialist revolution and build social-
ism, bypassing the stage of capitalist development.
The Report pointed out: “Under the leadership of
the working class, with the labouring people as the
motive force, this revolution not only fulfils anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal tasks, but also promotes
a powerful development of the people’s democratic

(*) Ho Chi Minh, op. cit.,, p. 128.
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regime; at the same time, it brings about socialism
in embryo, and creates conditions for an advance to
socialism. This revolution accomplishes the bourgeois
democratic tasks and grows into a socialist revolu-
tion.”(*) : :

The Report on the Vietnamese Revolution was
an important document which summed up the Party’s
experiences over more than 20 years of struggle. It
represented a correct combination of Marxist-Lenin-
ist theory .with the practice of the Vietnamese
revolution. '

The Political Programme of the Viet Nam Work-
ers' Party adopted by the Congress on the basis of
the Political Report and the Report on the Vietnam-
ese Revolution was the development and comple-
tion of the Party’s general line in the people’s nation-
al democratic revolution. The basic problems of the
people’s national democratic revolution were ex-
pounded in the Political Programme in a concise but
complete and clear manner, lighting the way for the
Party’s practical activities in the period ahead. The
Political Programme pointed out that:

“The basic task of the Vietnamese revolution
now is to drive out the imperialist aggressors, to
gain genuine independence and unity for the nation,
to remove the feudal and semi-feudal vestiges,

(*) Truong Chinh, On the Vietnamese Revolution,
report to the Party’s Second National Congress (Feb. 1951).
Documents of the Party's Second National Congress,
published by the Commission for Research on the Party’s
History, Hanci, 1965, p. 101.
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to give land to the tillers, to develop the people's
democratic regime to lay foundations for socialism.”(*)

The Congress adopted basic policies on the build-
ing and development of the Party, on the building
and strengthening of the administration, the army,
the national united front, on the economy, finances,
etc., with a view to pushing ahead the resistance war
to victory. It decided io bring the Party into the
open with the name of Viet Nam Workers’ Party.
Comrade Ho Chi Minh was elected President of the
Party, and Comrade Truong Chinh was re-elected
Secretary General.

The Second National Congress marked a big step
forward in the growth of our Party. For the first
time since its founding, the Party was able to hold a
great Congress fully attended by delegates of all its
organizations at home and abroad, democratically
elected from below. Generally speaking, all problems
discussed and decided at the Congress had been dis-
cussed previously in the entire Party. The correct
and clearsighted line of the Cdngress was a basic on
which to unite the entire Party and people and to
take the revolution forward to new victories.

On March 3, 1951, the Viet Minh and Lien Viet
Fronts merged. The national union based on a solid
worker-peasant alliance under the leadership of the
working class was consolidated and strengthened.
On March 11,1951, the Conference for a Vietnamese —

(*) Document of the Party’s Second National Congress
published by the Commissicn for Reszarch on the Party’s
History, Hanoi, 1965, p. 117.
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'Khmer—Lao Alliance further strengthened the al-
liance between the three fraternal peoples struggling

_ against the French colonialist aggressors and the US

%nterventionists, their common enemies, for national
independence, their common ideal.

In October 1951 the victory won by our army
and people in Hoa Binh frustrated the French colo-
nialists’ attempt to regain the initiative in the Bac
Bo battle-field and to launch attacks on our free
zones. »

In 1952, the Party Central Committee decided
to launch a campaign for a threefold rectification:
rectification of the Party, Army, and mass work. This
campaign carried out in 1952-1953 resulted in fur-
ther consolidating and strengthening the Party’s leaa-
ership and developing the people’s armed forces to
meet the pressing requirements of the situation at a
time when the resistance war had entered the stage
of fierce battles.

Along with political and military victories, we
had, since 1951, recorded important successes in the
economic field. The movement for increased produc-
tion and self support was stepped up. Not only did
we manage to ensure adequate supplies in foodstuffs
and consumer goods, we also produced weapons. We
set up workshops for the manufacture of grenades,
mines, bombs, mortars, bazookas, recoilless guns, etc.
We built up a wartime economy along new demo-
cratic lines.

The Party paid particular attention to fostering
the people’s potential. While carrying out the resist-
ance war, it put into effect the policy of reduction
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;A - ed to gradually limit the exploitation by landlords,

and improve the peasants’ livelihood. But in view

of the development of the resistance, the above steps
were not enough to foster the strength of the peas-
ants and to increase the resistance forces. In 1953,
the Central Committee reviewed the implementation
~ of the land policy since the August Revolution and
decided to mobilize the masses for strictly carrying
out the reduction of land rents, including the repay-
ment of surplus rents, and for achieving a land
reform, thus putting into effect the slogan: “Land to
the tillers” even while the resistance was going on.
The campaign for righting the mass work was
integrated into the mass mobilization campaign for
implementing the land policy.

Thanks to this correc policy, the resistance fore-
es of our people grew ever stronger and constantly
recorded big victories.

THE HISTORIC VICTORY OF DIEN BIEN PHU
AND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA

The long-drawn-out Indochina war caused the
French colonialists to suffer increasingly heavier
defeats. Since 1953 virtually the whole of the French
Expeditionary Corps had been bogged down in
“occupation” and “pacification” tasks, and its mobile
forces had been greatly reduced. France’s economy
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6f land rents, interest rates, and other policies design-.

and finances were in an increasingly critical situa-
tion, The internal contradictions of the French colo-
nialists became more acute. In the meantime, the US
imperialists, defeated in Korea, were seeking to fur-
ther intervene in Indochina. On the one hand, they
increased aid to the French colonialists and their lac-
keys, on the other, they forced the French to grant
more sham “independence” to their puppets and to
let the Americans control the puppet army and ad-
ministration and directly command the Indochina
war. Thus in mid-1953, with US accord, Navarre was
appointed commander-in-chief of the French expe-
ditionary forces in Indochina. Then the “Navarre
plan” was mapped out which was in fact a US plan
carried out under US direction. Both the French
and the Americans wishfully believed that within
18 months they would regain the strategic initiative
and move from defeat to victory on the Indochina
battlefield.

At the beginning of 1953, on the basis of a scien-
tific analysis of the situation over the whole of Indo-
china, our Party Central Committee put forward
directives for the winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign :
to concentrate our forces, launch attacks on places
of strategic importance where the enemy is relative..
ly weak, so as to compel him to scatter his forces,
thus creating new favourable conditions for us to
gradually annihilate the enemy’s forces and expand

the liberated zone. At the same time, we intensified o

guerilla warfare in the enemy’s rear areas, and
defended the free zone, bringing about favourable
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conditions for our main forces to destroy the enemy
in places chosen by us.

Our army’s constant activities in many direc-
tions had foiled Navarre's plan of concentrating mili-
tary forces in the Bac Bo delta. Half of the enemy’s
mobile forces were pinned down in the mountain
regions ; this situation created very favourable con-
ditions for a vigorous development of guerrilla war-
fare in the enemy’s rear areas. In Binh Tri Thien
and the southernmost part of Central Viet Nam,
regional troops and militiamen foiled enemy mop-
ping-up operations, destroyed irmnportant communica-
tion lines and expanded guerrilla bases. All the ene-
my offensi- 's against the free zone were repelled.
In Nam Bo, we intensified guerilla warfare and increa-
sed agitation work among French and puppet troops
and wiped out or forced them to evacuate thousands
of posts and watch-towers. In November 1953, on
being informed of the advance to the North-West of
a part of our main forces, Navarre hastily concen-
trated more than 5,000 paratroops and dropped them
on Dien Bien Phu in order to secure a foothold in
the North-West and to protect Upper Laos. After-
wards, he sent even more forces, determined to build
Dien Bien Phu into the most solid fortifield en-
trenched camp in Indochina.

In December 1953, our Party Central Committee
decided on waging a battle of strategic character in
Dien Bien Phu. Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, Comman-
der-in-chief of the Viet Nam People’s Army was
entrusted by the Central Committee with the direct
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command of this battlefield. The strategic resolve
of the Party Central Committee was swiftly trans-
lated into the will and action of the entire Party,
army and people. QOur artillery and infantry units,
with only rudimentary equipment, built hundreds
of kilometres of roads through forests and mountains
to the battlefield, dug hundreds of kilometres of
communication trenches under intense enemy fire,
and hauled heavy guns up hill and down dale to the
battlefield.

Putting into effect the slogan “all for the front,
all for vietory” 200,000 volunteer carriers provided
more than 3,000,000 work days to serve the Dien

_ Bien Phu front. Tens of thousands of members of
shock youth brigades together with engineer units

valiantly opened new roads and defused enemy de-
layed-action bombs on communication lines. Tens of
thousands of pack bicycles, buffalo-carts, ox-carts,
horse-carts and boats were used for the transport of
rice, foodstuffs and ammunition to the front.

On the anti-feudal front, land reform was step-
ped up. Roused to action, the peasants rose up to
overthrow the landowner class, bringing about a
leap forward of the resistance forces. The resistance
against the French colonialists had come to a decisive
phase; the slogans “national independence” and
“land to the tillers” could be carried out simulta-
neously, resulting in a combination of armed struggle -
with political struggle on a large scale and building
up a great force which contributed to bringing about
the great Dien Bien Phu victory.
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After 55 days and nights of continuous fighting,
on May 7, 1954 our army completely destroyed the
Dien Bien Phu fortified entrenched camp, annihilat-
ing or capturing over 16,000 enemy troops. The entire
French command led by De Castries surrendered
after hoisting a white flag,

The Dien Bien Phu victory was the greatest
{rict_ory of our army and people in the protracted
resistance against the French colonialists and Amer-
ican interventionists, one of the greatest battles
in the history of the oppressed peoples’ struggle
against the professional armies of the colonialists.
“The great Dien Bien Phu battle will go down in
national history as a Bach Dang, 32 a Chi Lang, 3 a
Dong Da 3 of the 20th century” (*¥)

It was a source of pride and encouragement for
all our army and people, a great inspiration to the
national liberation movement in the countries under
the__@}onial system of imperialism.

. During the winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign,
which climaxed in the victory of Dien Bien Phu,
112,000 enemy troops had been annihilated and
numerous areas of great strategic importance
liberated.

The winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign and the
Dien Bien Phu victory smashed the Navarre plan

(*) Le Duan, The Vietnamese Revolution: Fundamen-
tal Problems, Essential Tasks — Foreign Languages Publish-
ing House, Hanoi 1970, p. 63. Those are three of the most
brilliant decisive victories won by the Vietnamese people
over foreign invaders, respectively in the 13th, 15th and
18th centuries (Ed).
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and contributed decisively to our victory at the
Geneva Conference(*).

The Geneva Conference on Indochina opened on
April 26, 1954 at a moment when our army was
going to launch the third wave of assaults to decide
the fate of the enemy at Dien Bien Phu. Our
Government’s delegation headed by Comrade Pham
Van Dong came to the conference table as one from
a victorious nation. ‘

(*) Strategically, the protracted resistance war of our
people against the French colonialists’ aggression passed
through 3 stages. At present, there still exist different opin-
ions as regards the name and starting point of the third
stage.

The first opinion holds that the third-stage was the
counter-offensive stage as assessed by the Second Congress
of the Party (Feb. 1951). Beginning in the winter of 1953,
this stage was marked by a series of strategic offensives
of our army and people in all battlefields, the climax of
which was the decisive offensive on the enemy’s strongest

fortified entrenched camp at Dien Bien Phu, which compel-
led the enemy to move from a strategic defensive position

to withdrawal and failure.

The second opinion holds that the third stage was
the stage of offensive beginning with the frontier campaign
(Autumn 1950). After the frontier campaign, our army and
people having won back and kept the initiative opened
campaign after campaign of strategic significance, driving
the enemy into the defensive and forcing them to gradually
withdraw from important areas in the battlefield. This
form of partial offensive developed into all-round offensive
in winter 1953-spring 1954, the climax of which was the
great Dien Bien Phu victory.

This question is still being studied.
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The great victory of our army and people at
Dien Bien Phu came at just the right moment, thus
effecting a wonderful combination of military and
diplomatic struggle. In the meantime, the Central
Committee of our Party held its Sixth Session
(7-1954). The Central Committee unanimously ap-
proved the Political Bureau's decision to negotiate
peace in Indochina on the basis of French recognition
of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Viet Nam. The Session made a
decision “to direct the spearhead of our struggle
against the US imperialists and the warlike French
colonialists, to restore peace in Indochina on the
basis of the victories won by our people, to frustrate
the US imperialists’ attempt to prolong and extend
the Indochina war, to consolidate peace and bring
about the reunification of the country, to win com-
plete inderendence and achieve democracy throughout
the cr -

C. 20, 1954, after 75 days of arduous
struggle, leneva Conference came to a success-
ful end. The French government agreed to restore
peace in Indochina on the basis of the recognition
of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia
by France and other pa sant countries in the
Geneva Conference on Vie. Nam. The Vietnamese
people were to carry out free general elections in
July 1956 (*) in order to reunify their country. The

(*) According to the Final declaration of the Geneva
Conference on July 21, 1954 on Indochina, Cambodia and

Laos were to carry out general elections in 1936.
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French troops were to be withdrawn from Indo-
china. .

In face of the unanimity' of the participant coun-
tries in the Geneva Conference, the US imperialists,
although adamantly refusing to sign the joint com.
muniqué of the conference, at last had to make a
separate declaration pledging to respect the Geneva
Agreement on Indochina.

The great success of the Geneva Conference
was the fruit of the struggle against imperialism, for
national liberation, waged by the people of Indo-
china for nearly a century, and especially the result
of the heroic armed struggle of the Vietnamese
people during nine years of the holy war of re-
sistance under the leadership of our Party and Pre-
sident Ho Chi Minh. A peaceful setilement of the
Indochina problem in the spirit of the 1954 Geneva
Conference was not only a great victory of the
peoples of Indochina, but also a great victory of the
world’s people struggling for peace, national inde-
pendence, democracy and socialism.

*

After nearly nine years of arduous but ex-
tremely heroic resistance, our people completely liber-
ated the North from French colonial rule, bring-
ing about conditions for completing the land reform
throughout the northern part of cur country and
leading the North to the stage of socialist revolution.
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In the war of resistance against the French, our
people had to fight not only against aggression by
the French colonialists but also against the attempt
by US-led imperialists to- conquer our country, elimi-

nate our Party and the revolutionary movement in

our country, check the revolutionary movement in
the world. By resolutely waging a war of resistance
until final victory, our people fulfilled not only their
national duty but also their duty to the world revo-
lution.

In his article about the war of resistance of our
people against the French colonialists written on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the found-
ing of our Party Pres1dent Ho Chi Minh clearly
pointed out : .

“Fr the first time in hlstory, a small colony
had defeated a big colonial power. This was a vic-
tory not only of the Vietnamese people but also of
the world forces of peace, democracy and-socialism.

Once again Marxism-Leninism lit the path for
the Vietnamese working class and people, and led
them to triumph in their struggle to save their coun-
try and safeguard “their revolutionary gains.”(¥)

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings — p. 236,
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PART THREE

THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN NORTH
VIET NAM AND THE PEOPLE’S NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION IN SOUTH
VIET NAM

(1954-1965)

Nearly nine years of extremely arduous and
heroic war of resistance waged by our people under
the leadership of the Party has led our revolution to
great victory. However, in 1954, the revolutionary
forces were not strong enough to liberate the whole
country; the enemy was defeated, but he was not
completely subdued. Therefore, our country was
temporarily divided into two zones. The North was
completely liberated, but the South was still under
the rule of the US imperialists and their flunkeys.
Confronted with that situation, our entire people had
to continue the struggle to liberate the South, with
a view to fulfilling the task of the people’s national
democratic revolution in the whole country and
achieving the peaceful reunification of Vxet Nam.
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The revolution in each zone of our country had
different strategic tasks relevant to the conditions
in the zone, but these tasks are closely inter-related.
The North, completely liberated, moved to the stage
of socialist revolution and entered the period of tran-
sition to socialism, becoming the firm and powerful

base area of the revolution in the whole country..

Meanwhile, our people in the South carried on the
people’s national democratic revolution to overthrow
the US imperialists and the clique of henchmen who
represent the pro-American landlords and comprador
bourgeoisie in South VietNam to liberate the South,
defend the North, and advance toward the peaceful
reunification of the country. With the combined
strength of the socialist revolution in North Viet
Nam and the people’s national democratic revolution
in the South, our people are sure to build up a peace-
ful, reunified, independent, democratic and pros-
perous Viet Nam.

TAKING OVER THE NEWLY-LIBERATED AREAS,
COMPLETING THE LAND REFORM AND RE-
HABILITATING THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

In September 1954, a conference of the Political
Bureau of the Party Central Committee set forth the
line and concrete tasks for the new stage of the revo-
lution. The Conference pointed out:

“During a definite period, the general task of our
Party is: to unite and lead the people’in the struggle
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for the implementation of the armistice agreement,
forestalling and frustrating all schemesto undermine
this agreement so as to consolidate peace; to strive
to complete the land reform, restore and increase
production, accelerate the build-up of the people’s
army in order to strengthen the North; to maintain
and step up the political struggle of the Southern
people, with a view to consolidating peace, achieving
reunification, completing independence and democra-
cy in the whole country.”

The fulfiiment of the above-mentioned tasks is
a process of revolutionary struggle which will be
long, arduous, complex, but certainly victorious. The
Party Central Committee reminded cadres and Par-
ty members that they should heighten revolutionary
vigilance, strengthen their fighting spirit, overcome
wishes for a peaceful, restful, pleasurable and easy-
going life ; when entering the newly liberated cities
to take them over, they should guard against and
oppose all attempts by the bourgeoisie to influence
them.

Although forced to withdraw from the North,
the French imperialists still tried to cause us many
difficulties. They violated the cease-fire order, delay-
ed the regrouping and transferring of troops, refused
to hand over all prisoners of war, coaxed and forced
a number of our Northern compatriots into emigrat-
ing to the South, dismantled and took away or
destroyed thousands of tons of machines, equipment
and public property. Our people valiantly opposed
all that. The enemy schemes to bring about disorder
and tension when we took over the cities were
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frustrated. The takeover of the big cities war car-
ried out swiftly and neatly.

On January 1, 1955, our people held a big
mass rél_ly at Ba Dinh Square to welcome President
Ho Chi Minh, the Party Central Committee and
the Government back to the capital after nearly
nine years of arduous and heroic resistance. This
1mportai1t historical event made a deep impression
on, had great political significance for, the people
of the whole country. On May 16, 1955 we liberated
the whole of the Hai Phong area. The last soldier
of the expeditionary force of the French colonialists
had left-North Viet Nam. Half of our country was
now completely liberated. That marked our peo-
ple’s brilliant victory. n

The North, completely 11berated had the neces-
sary conditions to pass on to the stage of socialist
revolution. At that time we met with many diffi-
culties but also had basic advantages. The greatest
difficulty lay in our extremely backward economy
which had‘been furthermore badly ravaged by fif-
‘teen years of war, and the fact that our country was
still temporarily divided into two zones. The advan-
tages lay in the fact that our Party had firmly in
hand the leadership of the revolution, that the pres-
tige of our Party had been enhanced, that we had
a State of people’s democratic dictatorship which
began to: assixme the historical mission of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, that our natural riches
were abundant, our people united, patriotic and
‘industrious. We also enjoyed the wholehearted
assistance of the fraternal socialist countries.
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Under the leadership of the Party, our people
strove to turn to account the advantages and over-
come the difficulties so as to bring the land reform
to completion and rehabilitate the national economy
with a view to preparing for the transition of the
North to the stage of socialist revolution.

The land reform, a fundamental strategic task
of the -people’s national democratic revolution, had
only been carried out to a small extent by this time.
The requirement of the socialist revolution and of
the popular masses was to complete it thoroughly.
The Party urgently mobilized tens of thousands of
cadres and expanded the land reform campaign.

By the summer of 1956, the land reform had
been completed in the lowlands and midlands and
in a number of villages in the highlands of the
North. From August 1959 on, in accordance with
the 16th. resolution of the Party Central Committee
(April 1959), the highlands regions and provinces
carried on the land reform through the “campaign
of agricultural cooperation, ‘development of produc-

- tion, cpmbined with the completion of democratic

reforms”, so as to abohsh feudal land ownership,
put 1nto effect the slogan “land to the t111ers”
ensure the right of the peasants in the lfughlands '
to be masters of the countryside, and strengthen
the unity of the various nationalities.

The land reform and democratic reforms
achieved the following results:

— They overthrew the whole class of feudal
landlords, a main target of the people’s nationa)
democratic revolution in the North of our country.
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— They definitively abolished feudal land
ownership, distributed 810,000 hectares of land
appropriated by the landlords to 2,104,100 house-
holds of landless and poor peasants, putting into
effect the slogan “land to the tillers”™.

— They completely treed the peasants from the
feudal yoke which had lasted thousands of years in
our country, bringing the peasantry in the North
to the position of real masters of the countryside,
both politically and economically.

— They strengthened and consolidated the
worker-peasant alliance, the firm basic of the na-
tional united front and people’s democratic power.

The success of the land reform was great and
fundamental. It assumed a strategic. character.

In the course of the land reform, we committed
a number of serious errors. The Party Central Com-
mittee found out those mistakes in time and reso-

lutely redressed them.

Along with the land reform, the Party led the
people in their efforts to restore the national eco-
nomy. Owing to the endeavours of our whole Party
and people and thanks to the wholehearted assist-
ance of the fraternal sccialist countries, this task
was successfully fulfilled in the main by the end
of 1957. Total industrial and agricultural output
approximated that of 1939. The output of food crops
was more than 4,000,000 tons, surpassing by far the
pre-war level. The state-managed sector of the
dated. Privileges and favours

economy was consoli
y as well as in

enjoyed by imperialism in the econom

82

other respects were done away with. All aspects
of economic activities in the country became :gﬂin
nF)rmal..As a result, we were able to reduce ’:he
dlfﬁcul'tles and bring about some initial improve-
n;entfm :}};e people’s living conditions, pavizI:g the
way for the peri iali i
way o const};ucgcc)ln‘of socialist ‘transformatlon and
During thg period of economic rehabilitation
our Party put forward correct policies with a vievs;
to consolidating the national united front. On Sep-
tember 5, 1955, a Congress of the national united
frqnt held in Hanoi decided to expand and con
solidate the national union and to found the Vz'e;
Nam Eatherland Front. It elected the Front’s Central
Qomrmttee with Comrade Ton Duc Thang as Pres-
ident. .The State of people’s democraticu dictatorsh:
assuming the historical mission of the dictatorship
of the proletariat was strengthened. On Septembez
20, 1955, the fifth session of the First National As-
se@?ly appointed Comrade Pham Van Dong Prime
Minister. The resolution of the 12th (enlarged)
Plenum of the Party Central Committee (March
;g?e’ir)l laif down the guidelines for strengthening :che
ce forces an ildi
ular and moderndli};:sl.dmg P the army along res-

iy I;: the period, our people smashed the scheme
f a handful of counter-revolutionaries who availed
them;elves of the opportunity when we were re-
dressing 'the errors in land reform and readjustment
of organization to raise their heads and oppose th
leadership of the Party and Government d ;
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE THREE-YEAR PL;;ll\;
FOR SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION A

INITIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY
AND CULTURE (1958-1960)

The success of the land rgform and e_c:o_nomtl}c1
rehabilitation brought about major changes in Nor
Viet Nam’s society. But as a whole the econon%jry1
of the North was still a heterogeneous economy, 1n
which the individual economy of peasants,. craftsme t:
small traders and small manufacturfars still accou.nes
ed for a large part. Workers in p%‘lvate enter;;ms :

were not yet freed from exploitation by the m;‘e
geois class. Hence the need to carry out laxjge-:sl\cr: ;n
socialist transformations to take North Viet Na

to socialism. '
The fact was that after the success of the axll:t;—
French resistance. North Viet Nam, completlel’y ;a_
erated, had moved from the stage of pe.op. e’s no~
tional democratic revolution to that of socxah(’ist Il;e\;t
lution. But, generally speaking, cadres. an a ry
members were not yet fully aware of this niceiie; r}:
development of the revolution. The enemy, Iurtl

otted to destroy the national unity, oppose

the socialist revolution. The Par o
tee put forward many important measuies o re
press the counter-revolutionaries, ed.luc.a e.d 1 ,
Party members and the people in soc1alllostt1 eo Otggé
PO n
i the difference betwee
helping everyone to see ' ‘ e
socialist path and the capitalist one, and to re |

more pl
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that the North must necessarily develop along the
former, resolutely opposing all tendencies advocat-
ing free development of capitalism for some time
before advancing to socialism. The Party also strug-
gled to overcome any incorrect understanding of
the close relationship between the task of making
socialist revolution in the North and that of liberat-
ing the South, characterized by the fear that the
advance of the North toward socialism might hinder
the struggle for Viet Nam’s reunification. The
Party pointed out that it was precisely in order to
create favourable conditions for the struggle to
liberate the South and achieve the reunification of
the country that the North must advance rapidly,
vigorously and steadily toward socialism.

Under the specific conditions of our country, i. e.
at a time when the North had just been freed from
the colonial and feudal yoke and was going to by-
pass the stage of capitalist development and advance
straight toward socialism while the country was still
divided into two zones, what methods and forms
should we use and what tempo should we adopt to
advance toward socialism? Such were the very
complex problems facing our Party. The 14th Plenum
of the Central Committee (Nov. 1958) decided that
“The immediate central task is to step up the so-
cialist transformation of the individual economy
of the peasants and craftsmen and that of the pri-
vately-run capitalist economy, and at the same time
to strive to develop the state-run economy which
is the leading force of the whole national economy.”
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" trade, the Party advocated thei

The main point was the transformation and develop-
ment of agriculture.

The Party’s line i
of agriculture was to
individually advance

teams (of an embryonic socialist
level farming co-ops (of a semi-socialist character).

then to higher-level ones (of a socialist character).
That was the line of achieving agricultural co-oper-
ation before mechanization of agriculture, along
with water conservancy and re-organization of the

labour force. Agricultural co-operation will help
alist industrialization which, in return,
and develop-

n the socialist transformation
make the peasants working
gradually from mutual-aid

character) to lower-

promote soci
will create conditions for consolidating

ing the farming coO-OpS.

With regard to craitsmen, the Party advocated
organizing them into handicraft co-ops, supplying
those co-ops with raw materials, tools and equip-
ment, and helping the handicraft sector gradually
to improve techniques, increase labour productivity,
better the quality of products and contribute to the

~fulfilment of the State plan.

With regard to private capitalist industry and

r peaceful transfor-

mation. At this stage of socialist revolution, the

national bourgeoisie continued to recognize the
leadership of our Party, respect the programme of
the National United Front and accept the Party’s
education; that was why, economically, the State
did not confiscate their means of production but
redeemed them; politically the national bourgeoisie
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was still considered a member
f .
Fatherland Front, of the Viet Nam

With regard to small traders, the Party advo-
cated educating them and helping them graduall
take the road of collective work, transferrin mos}’;
of the small traders to productive labour. ®

. The correct lines and policies of our Party and
overnment on socialist transformation of agi‘icul—
ture, handicraft, private capitalist industry and trade
and small trade were widely welcomed by the mass
es. Especially in the countryside, since 1959 th;
moyement of agricultural co-operation has re;ched
a hlgh_point. The struggle between the two paths
the s'ocllalist and the capitalist, between collectivisn;
ancli individualism, was, at times and in some places
qulte arduous and complex. In face of such a situa-t
;c;glr;a t;le Iziarty had to be really wunited, single-
ed and strong. In i
Tindec 2nd ponied ou?fptember 1957, President

During the period of socialist revolution, the
Party has to be stronger than ever. It is impos’sible
to transform a society if the Party members don’t
ren.101.11d' themselves and improve themselves 4 The
socialist revolution demands that Party meI-nbErs

31. cadres have a firm class stand and high so-
| ilist consciousness, that they thoroughly rid
themselves of the influence of the ideology of the

‘exploiting classes, wipe out individualism and

educate themselves in collectivism.(*)

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works — S
= — u . I3
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 637. that Publishing
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and education of the Party and

Under the cafg;’ :
President Ho Chi Minh the overwhelming majority

of cadres and Party members have kept up the high
moral standard of Communists when entering the
new revolutionary stage. They devotedly mingled
with the masses to educate and mobilize them in
order to carry into effect the Party’s line of social-
ist transformation. By the end of 1960, ie. within
three years, in the North Vietnamese countryside,
the transformation of agriculture through the set-
ting up of lower-level co-ops had been basically
completed. Over 85 per cent of peasant households
had joined the co-ops with 68.06 per cent of land
holdings. Of those 85 per cent, 11.81 per cent had
joined higher-level co-ops. In the cities, 100 per
cent of bourgeois industrial households, and 98 per
cent of bourgeois trading households and 99 per cent
of the mechanized means of transport subject to
transformation had actually undergone socialist
transformation. Tens of thousands of workers had
been freed from exploitation by the bourgeoisie. Im-
portant results had also been achieved in the trans-
formation of handicrafts and small trades. More
than 260,000 craftsmen had joined co-ops of various
forms, accounting for 87.9 per cent of those within
the scope of transformation; more than 105,000

srnali traders -had joined co-operative organizations"

of various forms, accounting for 45.1 per cent of
those within the scope of transformation. Nearly
50,000 of them took up productive jobs, mainly in
agriculture and handicrafts.
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Together with the successful transformation of
the relations of production, the targets of the th? .
year .plan in agricultural and industrial productfee-
and in culture, education and public health cre
iiz: fulﬁlltleod. Unemploymenf and other social Z\fig:

over i
N y the old regime were basically done

The decisive success of th - :
socialist transformation and in(ietigllr?i?evﬁz;nf;;? gf
:ﬁe economy and. culture consisted in establishing
'e.soczalzst relations of production, basically ab
lishing exploitation of man by man in the Nor‘(cjl;
of our couniry and turning the heterogeneous eco-
pomy of the North into a homogeneous o i
ist and half-socialist. : e social

‘ The major changes in our society were reflected
in .the 1959 Constitution. After the success of the
resistance against the French colonialist aggressor

the North, completely liberated, had moved into ths,
stf';xge of socialist revolution, while the South :
§t111 under the rule of the imperialists and feuc‘iﬁaells
1st§. The 1946 Constitution was no longer appr ]
pr1ate., so it had to be -altered so as to accordp\L:rit?}-l
the situation and strategic task of the new stage
Therefore, on January 23, 1956, the National As;em;
bly of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam passed
a resolution on amending the Constitution and
elected a Committee for Constitutional Amendment
headed by President Ho Chi Minh. After mear;Z

three years of work, this Committee completed ity
task and submitted to the National Assembl ths
draft of the amended Constitution. On Dece};nbexe'
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31. 1959, the new Constitution was adop?ed. bycthe
N;tional Assembly. This is the first soczalzst, 07‘11-1
stitution of our country. It afﬁrx:ns our_pt?ople.s W}l1
and aspiration to resolutely build SO(ElahSI.n in tﬂe1
North and struggle for national r.eumﬁ'catlon, wi ;
a view to building a peaceful, re-unified, independent,

democratic and prosperous Viet Nam.

THE THIRD NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE
PARTY, AND THE FULFILMENT OF THE FIRST
FIVE-YEAR PLAN (1961-1965)

The Party’s Third National Congress was }}eld
in Hanoi from September 5 to 12, 1960. z.&fter thirty
years of arduous and heroic struggle, it was t}.le
. first time our Party was able to hold a Congress 11

the capital city of our beloved fatherland. The (Iiton:
gress was attended by over 500 delegates and alter
nate delegates representing over 500,(}00 Pa%"ty
members in the whole country. .In his o'peiur}llg
speech, President Ho Chi Minh pointed out'-.-‘rl;'i
present Party Congress is the Congress of soua.l‘s
construction in the North and of struggle for peace-
ful nationsl reunification.” The Congress hfaard
the Political Report of the Party Central Committee
delivered by Comrade Le Duan. In this report, Com-
rade Le Duan gave a profound analysis of t'he g?eat
changes in the international and national situations
since the Party’s Second Natinpnal Congress (February
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1951), drew the basic lessops of the Vietnamese revo-
lution and affirmed: “IAad®resent international
circumstances, a people; - ever weak, who have
risen up in unity to struggle resolutely under the
leadership of a Marxist-Leninist party to win back
independence and democracy, have sufficient forces
to vanquish any aggressor.” (*)

Together with the Resolution of the Congress,
the Political Report was the beacon illuminating the
road to socialism and the struggle of our people for
the reunification of the country. The Political Report
pointed out that since the restoration of peace, the
Vietnamese revolution had moved into a new stage:
the North had entered upon the period of transition
to socialism, the South was carrying on the people’s
national democratic revolution; the general task of
the Vietnamese revolution during this stage is “To
strengthen national unity, resolutely struggle to
safeguard peace, step up the socialist revolution in
the North and the people’s national democratic rev-
olution in the South, achieve national reunification
on the basis of independence and democracy, and
build a peaceful, reunified, independent, democratic
and prosperous Viet Nam, thus contributing effec-
tively to the strengthening of the socialist camp and
the safeguarding of peace in Southeast Asia and the
world”. (**) The Political Report also pointed out

(*) Documents of the Congress— published by the

Central Committee of the Viet Nam Workers' Party, Hanoi
1960, Vol. I, page 23.

(**) Op. cit, page 35.
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that the building of socialism in the North was the
most decisive task in the whole development of the
cevolution in Viet Nam, and the reunification of the

country.

On the basis of the Political Report, the Con-
gress worked out a general line aimed at taking the-
North rapidly, vigorously and steadily to socialism.

#¥0 achieve this aim, it is necessary fo make
use of the people’s democratic power assuming the
historical mission of-the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat to achieve the socialist transformation of agri-
culture, handicrafts, small trade, and private capi-
talist industry and trade; to develop the state-run
sector of the economy, carry out socialist industrial-
ization by giving priority to the rational develop-
ment of heavy industry, while striving to develop
agriculture and light industry; to step up the so-
cialist revolution riii’_ideology, culture and technology ;
to turn our country into a socialist country with
modern industry, modern agriculture, and advanced
culture and science. (*)

The Congress adopted the direction and tasks
of the first five-year plan for economic and cultural
development along socialist. lines, decided policies
on consolidating the Party and passed the new Rules
of the Party. Comrade Ho Chi Minh was re-elected
Chairman of the Party Central Committee and Com-
rade Le Duan was elected First ‘Secretary of the

Party Central Committee.

(*) Op. cit, pages 175-180.

92

U i -

Since the Third National Congress of the Party
\the. North of our country has moved into a period ir;
“which the central task is to build the material and
technical base of socialism, while continuing to com-
plete the socialist transformation and to consolidate
and' complete the new relations of production.

;{‘TO give concrete forms to the line adopted at
the _‘;Party Congress on economic development, the
Par;.t‘.y Central Committee successively held ple;nary
sessions devoted especially to agricultural develop-
ment (July 1961), industrial development (June
1962‘),: the State plan (April 1963), commodity cir-
culati,_on, distribution and prices (December 1964)
In t:hos'-e', plenums, the Party Central Committee:
carngd? gut a further analysis of the position, inter-
relation_'s,hip and effects of the three revoliltionS'
revo}rgtign in relations of production technicai
revol_i;tion and ideological and cultural ,revolution
(s)tress_i_?g‘;;hat the technical revolution was the key’
ne. - = ; ~

The: é:ocialist revolution in the North of our
country -i8- 3 process of all-round development of
the thnge’@’(bove-—mentioned revolutions. In the course
of those ’c}gee revolutions, such important problems
as primary accumulation, relationship between
accumu%ation and consumption, between economic
Fonstruction and strengthening of defence, between
industry and agriculture, between heavy industry
and light industry, betwecen centrally-run industry
and locally-run indusiry, have been settled by our
Party in a marier which has become more band
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more concrete, correct ana suited 1o the character-
istics of our couniry.

From 1961 onward, in the implementation of
the first five-year plan, our people have had to over-
come numerous difficulties caused by natural calam-
ities, enemy actions and by the utterly poor and
backward state of our economy, in order to advance
with steady steps. This was reflected in the emula-
tion movements “Three First”, “Dai Phong”, "Duyen
Hai”, “Thanh Cong”, “Bac Ly” (*) and especially in
the efforts to gain the title of socialist labour team
or brigade. Through those movements, thousands of
production and work teams and brigades have been

(*) Three Firsts: First in the number, the regularity,
and the quality of one's achievements— targets of the
emulation movement in the people’s army and people’s
militia from 1959 to 1961.

Dai Phong: a farming co-op in Phong Thuy village,
Le Thuy district, Quang Binh province from 1960 onward
the standard bearer of the emulation movement to improve
the management of farming co-ops,.improve techniques,
and increase production in agriculture.

Duyen Hai: an engineering plant in Haiphong, the
standard bearer of the emulation movement to rationalize
production and improve techniques in industry from 1861
onward,

Thanh Cong: a handicraft co-op in Thanh Hoa, the
standard bearer of the emulation movement to heighten
the spirit of self-reliance, industry and thrift in building
co-ops in the handicraft sector, from 1961 onward.

Bac Ly: a junior secondary school, in Ly Nhan dis-
trict, Nam Ha province, the standard bearer of the emula-
tion movement “study well, teach weil ” in education, from

1961 onward.
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recogrzree by oour Government as socialist labour
teams and brigades, thousands of farming co-opera-
tives have become advanced co-ops, tlousands of
units of the people’s armed forces have been recog-
nized as “determined-to-win units”. The spirit of
self-reliance, industry and thrift in building social-
ism of our people has been greatly enhanced.

However, while striving to build a socialist eco-
nomy in the North of our country, we still ind many
difficulties ahead. These are not accidental, temporary
difficulties, but difficulties which have deep roots
in our economy. Therefore the Party constantly
reminded Party committees at various levels, local
Party branches, and Party and Government offices
to strive to overcome their shortcomings and weak-
nesses, to improve their good points, and unceasingly
endeavour to do better. In the spring of 1961 the
Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee
decided to launch a drive for ideological remould-
ing. In this spirit, in April 1961, the 4th Plenum of
the Party Central Committee discussed the problem
of strengthening the leadership of the Party, essen-
tially in organization and executive guidance. The
Central Committtee also pointed out the extreme
importance of grassroot organisations in carrying out
Party policies, and launched the “movement to build
four-good (*) Party cells and organizations” while,

(*) Good work; good implementation of Party and
Government policies, good mass work, good Party-building
work.
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at the same time, paying great attention to consoli-
dating local Party Committees.

Early in 1963, the Political Bureau of the Party
C-~+ral Committee pointed out that economic man-
agement was one of our weak points; therefore,
it put forward, and led to success, two great cam-
paigns: the campaign for improvement in €o-0p
management and technical improvement in agri-
culture, and the campaign for heightened responsi-
bility, better management of economy and finances,
technical improvement, against bureaucracy, waste
and corruption — the so-called “three for and three
against” campaign — in industry and trade. Through
those campaigns of revolutionary significance, we
realized that the tendency to spontaneous capitalist
development in the economy of our North, though
weak, could, however, arise and grow, especially
among those who were still working individually
in the free market. Moreover, the enemy never
ceased attempting to undermine our efforts. There-
fore, in relation to the building of socialism as well
as the socialist transformation, the struggle between
the two paths in the North to settle the question
of “who will win” is still going cn under the various
forms of the revolution in relations of production,
the technical revolution, and the ideological and
cultural revolution.

In March 1964, President Ho Chi Minh conven-
ed the Special Political Conference with a view to
futher sirengthening the unity and single minded-
ness of the entire people in face of the US imperial-
ists’ schemes to intensify and extend the war. The
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Conference heard President Ho Chi Minh’s report,
and unanimously approved and wholeheartedly back-
ed the internal and external lines of our Party and
Government. At the Conference President Ho Chi
Minh called on everyone to “redouble his efforts to
be worthy of our Southern kinsmen.” President Ho
Chi Minh’s Report at the Special Political Confer-
ence was a great document and was widely distri-
buted throughout all levels of the people, the Party
and the armed forces. It inspired everyone with
more confidence, enthusiasm and eagerness to fultil.
their tasks in carying out the 1964 State plan and
the first five-year plan.

At that time there was serious disagreement
between a number of communist and.workers’ par-
ties. All over the world, a struggle was taking place
between Marxism-Leninism and various forms of
right and “left” opportunism, especially between
Marxism-Leninism and modern revisionism, the
main danger of the international communist and -
workers’ movement.

In Decémber 1963, the 9th Plenum of the Party
Central Committee gave an analysis of the charac-
teristics of the world situation, the task of the inter-
national communist movement and pointed cut that
our Party’s responsibility was to take part in the
struggle to safeguard the purity of Marxism-Lenin-
ism, contributed to the restoration and strengthen-
ing of unity in the socialist camp and the interna-
‘onal communist movement cn the basis of Marx-
‘sm-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, and
strengthen the unity and combpative force of our
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Party. The Party severely criticized rightist views
which held that the North of our country had basic-
ally completed the socialist transformation of the
national economy, hence there was no more class
struggle, no more struggle between the two paths,
the socialist and the capitalist; that agricultural
cooperation was premature; such views paid little
attention to the transformation of handicrafts and
small trades, to economic management and market
control. At the same time, the Party also severely
criticized dogmatic views, the lack of the spirit of
independence and sovereignty, the hesitation to cast
off the spirit of dependence on foreign powers left
over by a thousand years of foreign rule.

The fact is, that since its Third National Con-
gress, the Party has paid great attention to educating
cadres and Party members strongly to develop the
spirit of independence and sovereignty, to apply
creatively Marxism-Leninism and the experience of
fraternal countries to the specific conditions of our
country. Thanks to that, the North of our country,
starting from a small-sacle and very backward agri-
cultural economy, hs --passed the stage of capital-
list development ana advanced with steady steps

_straight toward socialism.

By the end of 1985, 80 per cent of farming co-
operatives had been turned into higher-level ones.
The first bases of engineering, metallurgical and chem-
ical industries had been built and were gradually
coming into operation. New branches of industry

had developed and new items of goods were- being
manufactured. Hundreds of locally-run industrial
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enterprises had been established. In the North, an
industrial economy was gradually taking shape,
which included the extraction of raw materials, their
processing and the development of various branches
of heavy and light industry.

The people’s living conditions improve day after
day. Under French rule, 95 per cent of our people
were illiterate. By 1965, practically everyone in the
North could read and write. As compared with the
day when peace was restored (in 1954 — Ed.), the
number of pupils was three and a half times as many,
that of students of universities and secondary tech-
nical schools 25 times as many (*). National scripts
were devised for some minority peoples. Many high-
landers had graduated from universities. Epidemics
and social diseases were controlled; the people’s
health improved. Better care was given to children.
Literature and art, with socialist content and national
character, were developing vigorously. In March
1964, President Ho Chi Minh said:

“Over the past ten years, the North has made
big strides forward, without precedent in our
national history. The country, society and man have
changed.” (**)

In December 1965, the last year of the five-year
plan, the Party Central Committee asserted that
“After over ten vyears of socialist revolution and
socialist construction, the North has become the firm

(*) as of 1964.
(**) Ho Chi Minh. Selected Writings, p. 282.
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base area for the Vietnamese revolution in the
whole country, with its superior political regime
and its powerful economic and defence forces.” (*)

THE PEOPLE’S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVO-

LUTION IN SOUTH VIET NAM. THE STRUGGLE

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENEVA
AGREEMENTS

For over a quarter of a century now, the US im-
perialists have been the enemy of our people. They
have been attempting to conquer our whole country,
to turn our country into a new-type colony and a
military base so as to prepare for an attack against
the socialist camp, destroy the national liberation
movement in Southeast Asia, and check the influence
of socialism in this region. This attempt is part of
the US imperialists’ global strategy of counter-revo-
lution facing the powerful revolutionary wave that
is continually storming the stronghold of imperialism
headed by US imperialism. Therefore, the US impe-
rialists helped the French to prolong and widen the
aggressive war against Viet Nam. Thanks to the unity
and valiant Aght of our army and people, to the
sympathy and support of the fraternal socialist
countries and of peace and justice-loving pecple in
the world. the Geneva .Agzrzements on Indochina

(*) Resolution ¢f the 12th Plenum of tae Party
Central Committee, Dec. 1963,
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were signed, peace was restored in Indochina on the
basis of recognition by other countries of the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity
of Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laos.

Unable to prolong the war and make it serve
their design to conquer our whole country, the US
imperialists tried by every means to undermine the
implementation of the Geneva Agreements, to under-
mine the peaceful reunification of our country. From
July 1954 onward, on the one hand the US imperial-
ists gradually encroached upon the position of the
French then ousted them from South Viet Nam, on
the other, they sought to restore the positions of the
landlord class and the comprador bourgeoisie who
had been defeated by the revolution, and create a
new class of pro-US landlords and comprador bour-
geois as the social basis for their neo-colonialist
aggressive policy. In the South, they did not set up
an administrative apparatus as the French had done,
but they made use of a puppet administration with a
dense network of US “advisers”. They used the pow-
er of the dollar, of military and economic “aid” to
interfere ever deeper in South Viet Nam. Militarily,
the US imperialists built up, trained, equipped and
commanded the puppet army in a direct manner.
Economically, South Viet Nam was turned gradually
into a market for surplus goods of the United States
and its allies. The major economic resources fell grad-
ually under the control of US capitalist monopolies.
Culturally, they propagated the corrupted, depraved,
hooliganist American way of life, poisoned our youth

and peopie with fheir 3lth - =~tten. reactionary andd
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decadent kind of civilization. 35 Ngo Dinh Diém, a
feudalist ringleader who had been a flunkey to both
the French and the Japanese imperialists, was foster-
ed by the Americans and brought back to Saigon to
form a “nationalist” government. The US imperialists
coated this government with a varnish of “republican-
ism”, and “independence” so as to hoodwink the
masses.

Obeying American orders, Ngo Dinh Diem strove
to build an inhuman fascist dictatorial regime in the
South of our country. As early as late 1954, his
clique perpetrated bloody massacres in Ngan Son,
Chi Thanh, Cho Duoc, Mo Cay, Cu Chi, Binh Thanh,
etc. They launched several campaigns for “denounc-
ing and exterminating Communists”, suppressed the
patriotic struggles of our compatriots in the South
with the ferocity of war maniacs and class revanch-
ists. Tens of thousands of communist fighters and
patriots were killed ; hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were detained and tortured in US-Diem jails. On
December 1, 1958, Diem agents killed by food poison-
ing over a thousand revolutionaries at the Phu Loi
concentration camp. In May 1959, they passed law
10-59 providing for the guillotining of patriots and
perpetrated mass massacres with barbarous mediae-
val methods.

Cur people seethed with extreme anger. From
July 1955 onward, there arose in the South tumul-
tuous and widespread movements of political strug-
gle demanding consultations and general elections
to reunify the country, opposing the faked “referen-
dum” and the election of the puppet “ national
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assembly”, and demanding better living conditions
and democratic liberties. Those movements involved
millions of people from Quang Tri to Ca Mau, in-
cluding Cao Dai, Hoa Hao and Christian believers,
members of national minorities and Northerners who
had been coerced to move to the South, thus giving
rise to concerted action by city.people and rural
people undertaking various forms of struggle. Strug-
gles against terrorism, against reprisals upon former
resistance fighters, against the “denunciation and
extermination of Communists”, against land grabbing
and house eviction, etc... took place persistently and
fiercely everywhere. Revolutionary heroism, grit and
dauntlessness ran high in the masses. There were
widespread examples of gallant self-saciifice to pre-
serve revolutionary dignity by cadres, Party mem-
bers and people of all ages and all nationalities in
the highlands, delta regions and cities. In the hours
of utmost trials, the people of South Viet Nam kept
their absolute confidence in the Party and President
Ho Chi Minh. With solid and well-reasoned argu-
ments, they laid bare the enemy’s distortions and
slanders, resolutely defended revolutionary bases,
and gave protection and shelter to revolutionary
cadres even at the risk of their lives.

In 1959, the South Vietnamese revolution was
faced with extremely grave triais. Nevertheless,
revolutionary bases were preserved and grew up
rapidly. The leading organs of the revolution kept in
close touch with the people and persistently led
the masses in struggle against the US aggressors and
their henchmen.
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The period of political struggle (1954-1959) had
trained and tempered cadres and the masses. Through
the movements of struggle for consultations and
general elections to reunify the country, for better
living conditions and democratic liberties, against
terrorism and massacre, the cadres and people had
learned how to mobilize and organize the masses, to
set up broad fronts, to isolate the enemy, to confront
him. Southern revolutionary leaders and people had
acquired a great deal of valuable experience to turn
the movement into a widespread revolutionary tide.
It was just. when the enemy. was frantically resort-
ing to-the most savage means to suppress the revolu-
tion that the Southern revolutionary leaders, due to
their close touch with the masses, were able to assess
the situation correetly and clearsightedly, holding
that the enemy had suffered basic political failure ;
therefore they actively prepared for mobilizing the
people in partial uprisings, to seize power.

RESISTANCE AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION, FOR
NATIONAL SALVATION IN THE SOUTH, MOVE-
MENT OF CONCERTED UPRISINGS AND U.S.
IMPERIALISTS’ FAILURE IN THEIR
“SPECIAL WAR”

The US imperialists’ policy of enslavement and
war-provceation and the Ngo Dinh Diem clique’s
acts of terrorism and national treason had caused
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extreme sufferings and strain on the people of the
South. At the beginning of 1959, people from all walks
of life were seething with anger. Workers and peas-
ants were especially roused and eager to struggle.
They -felt they could no longer live under.the US-
D1em regime but should rise up in a hfe and death
struggle with the enemy. . A S P

Confronted with such a situation, in January 1959
in an important conference, South Viet Nam’s revo-
lutionary leaders pointed out that South Vietnamese
society was a neo-colonial and semi-feudal one. The
Ngo D1nh Dlem adrmmstratlon was a’ reactlonary,
cruel, warhke one which had betrayed the national
interest. It was obviously a tool for US aggression
and enslavement. The direction and task of South
Vietnamese revolution could not diverge from the
general revolutionary law of using revolutionary vio-
lence to oppose counter-revolutionary violence, and
rising up to seize power for the people. It was time
to resort to armed struggle combined with political
struggle to push the movement forward.

* ‘In-the light of this conference, the people of
South Viet Nam passed from various forms of poli-
tical struggle and armed struggle to insurrections,
beginning with the concerted uprisings of the people
of Ben Tre province.

On the night of January 17, 1960, under the
leadership of Ben Tre revolutionaries, and armed
with sticks and spears, the masses rose up like one
man to get rid of cruel enemy agents and attack
enemy posts, capturing enemy weapons to destroy
enemy forces. They broke up large sections of the
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