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TELEGRAM SENT TO THE CC
OF THE CPSU FOLLOWING
THE SERIOUS ILLNESS OF J.V.
STALIN

March 5, 1953

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET
UNION

Moscow
Dear comrades,

The unexpected news of the serious illness
of our dear comrade, our illustrious teach-
er, Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, has deeply
shocked and saddened the entire Albanian
people, the Party of Labour of Albania and its
Central Committee.

Our hearts are in anguish and suffering,
why does our dear father suffer, the saviour
of humanity and the peoples. Why does the
glorious comrade of great Lenin, the leader of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
all progressive humanity, suffer.

On behalf of the entire Albanian people,
whose heart beats with love and boundless
loyalty to Comrade Stalin, on behalf of the
Party of Labour of Albania, on behalf of its
Central Committee and myself personally, we
wish our dear teacher Stalin a long life and a
speedy recovery with all the strength of our
souls.

In these moments, so heavy for the Soviet
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peoples and all the peoples of the world, our
people, rallying around the Party of Labour
of Albania and its Central Committee, will
exalt to the highest degree the boundless love
and friendship it has for Comrade Stalin, the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the
fraternal Soviet peoples.

All the communists of Albania, our work-
ing class, our peasantry, all the patriots of
Albania are close to you and their hearts and
minds are in Moscow, in the Kremlin, close
to the great Comrade Stalin. May he live to a
thousand and one, may he recover as soon as
possible!

On behalf of the Central Committee
of the Party of Labour of Albania
General Secretary
Enver Hoxha



TELEGRAM OF CONDOLENCE
SENT TO THE CC OF THE
CPSU AND THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS OF THE SOVIET
UNION ON THE OCCASION OF
THE DEATH OF J.V. STALIN

March 7, 1953

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET
UNION

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE
SOVIET UNION

Moscow
Dear comrades,

With profound sorrow, the Albanian
people, our Party of Labour, its Central Com-
mittee and the government of the People’s Re-
public of Albania learned the very sad news
of the loss of our dear comrade, our illustri-
ous teacher, the great Joseph Vissarionovich
Stalin.

Today the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, the fraternal Soviet peoples, all com-
munist and workers’ parties, all progressive
and peace-loving peoples of the world, as
well as our people and Party, have lost the
man dearest to them, their dear teacher, the
comrade and faithful follower of the cause of
the great Lenin, the leader who led with his
far-sighted mind and steel-like hand on the
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path of peace, socialism and communism.

The loss of our esteemed comrade and
teacher is a heavy blow that has deeply sad-
dened the heart of every Albanian commun-
ist, the hearts of our workers, peasants, intel-
lectuals, women and youth, because the name
of Comrade Stalin is associated with the lib-
eration of the Albanian people from external
and internal enemies, because the name of
Comrade Stalin is associated with the con-
struction of a new and happy life in our coun-
try.

In these very difficult moments, our Party
and the entire Albanian people swear before
the great Comrade Stalin to preserve and
strengthen our friendship with and love for
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and
the fraternal Soviet peoples even more. With
the name and memory of Stalin in their hearts,
the Albanian people, under the leadership of
the Party of Labour, will march resolutely to-
wards new victories on the path charted by
our unforgettable teacher.

The Albanian people will close ranks
around the Party of Labour, its Central Com-
mittee and the government of the People’s Re-
public of Albania, they will strengthen their
moral and political unity, increase their revo-
lutionary vigilance and readiness to thwart
any intrigues of the imperialist enemies and
their servants against our freedom, independ-
ence, peace and future.

On behalf of the Party of Labour of Al-
bania and its Central Committee, on behalf
of the government of the People’s Republic
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of Albania and the entire Albanian people,
as well as in my personal capacity, we express
to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
the government of the Soviet Union and the
Soviet peoples our deepest and heartfelt con-
dolences. All the workers of Albania, today
more than ever, feel fraternally united with
the Soviet workers and share with them this
great sorrow and grief.

Comrade Stalin will live for centuries, he
will live in our hearts, in the hearts of the fu-
ture generations. His valiant struggle, his Bol-
shevik character, will be a school of leader-
ship, endurance and unstoppable strength
against any danger, an example of victory.

Long live the glory of the great Comrade
Stalin!

Long live the peoples of the Soviet Union
and the glorious Communist Party of Lenin
and Stalin!

On behalf of the Central Committee
of the PLA and the Council of
Ministers of the PRA

General Secretary of the PLA
and Chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the PRA

Enver Hoxha



THE OATH OF THE ALBANIAN
PEOPLE ON THE OCCASION OF
THE DEATH OF J.V. STALIN*

March 10, 1953

Dear fraternal peoples of the Soviet Union,

We, the Albanian people, workers, peas-
ants and intellectuals, men and women, young
men and women, deeply feeling the great sor-
row caused by the loss of our dear J.V. Stalin,
feel ourselves near you more than ever and,
embracing you with great love, Soviet broth-
ers and sisters, we swear today before Com-
rade Stalin that we will remain faithful to the
great cause of Lenin and Stalin.

You and we, as well as all the peoples of
the world, are today engulfed by a great tra-
gedy: our beloved leader, our great teacher,
J.V. Stalin, closed his eyes forever. The mind
of the greatest and brightest genius of our
times, the illustrious architect of socialism
and communism, the creator and delineator
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
and the Soviet state, which are the greatest
victory of humanity, has ceased to think. The
heart of the greatest friend and defender of
the common people of the world has stopped

* Delivered at the historic meeting organized on
the occasion of the death of J.V. Stalin in Skanderbeg
Square in front of the monument of Stalin. This text was
signed by 729,440 individuals and sent to the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
on July 2, 1953.

6



beating, that great, generous and brave heart,
which beat and fought to the end for the peace,
freedom and happiness of the peoples.

Our dear Stalin, the faithful disciple and
brilliant follower of the immortal work of
great Lenin, saved humanity from the most
severe slavery of the nazi beasts and Japanese
militarists and led the war fought by the
peoples of the world to be saved from certain
catastrophe.

In these difficult moments, when Com-
rade Stalin has left us, we express our bound-
less gratitude to our dear teacher, our great
liberator, whose name is associated with all
our victories: the liberation of the Homeland,
the establishment of the system of people’s
democracy, the building of the foundations of
socialism.

Comrade Stalin taught us how to fight
for the liberation of our country from foreign
oppressors, the barbaric imperialists. With
Comrade Stalin’s name on our lips and with
the book History of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) in our hands, our
brave partisans fought like dragons in battle
and triumphed over the Italian and German
fascists and traitors to the country. In the
toughest days of the war, the great Stalin was
with us and he invigorated our hearts, he led
us to victory. In days of joy and sorrow, we
felt the paternal care of the great Comrade
Stalin at every moment. Our people have shed
so much blood fighting over the centuries,
this country of ours has been desolated many
times, but the great hope for the fruition of its
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efforts arose only when the Great October So-
cialist Revolution triumphed and its dreams
became a reality, when the Albanian people
united with you, the fraternal peoples of the
Soviet Union, when it joined up its war for lib-
eration with the great anti-fascist war of the
Soviet peoples and their glorious army.

We bow with sorrow and deep respect be-
fore the unforgettable memory of the great
Stalin. For us, Stalin has not died, he can
never die. He lives and will live for centuries.

Comrade Stalin has taught us to be strong,
courageous and face all situations no matter
how difficult they may be, overcome them and
always move forward.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that we
will harden our hearts and attack vigorously
to achieve new victories, that we will be reso-
lute on the path he led us, that we will follow
with the greatest loyalty his salvific teachings,
and with pride we will pave the way for new
victories, led by the banner of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that
we will strengthen and invigorate our sincere
and deep love for the fraternal peoples of the
Soviet Union.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that we
will strengthen the heroic Party of Labour of
Albania, which led us to the glorious victory of
the National Liberation War and successfully
guides us on the path of socialism. We will
preserve the unity of the Party as the apple of
our eye and keep its ranks clean, striking with
the utmost severity any external or internal
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enemy who dares to touch its unity. We will
strengthen the alliance of the working class
with the peasantry and unite around the Party
of Labour of Albania more strongly than ever,
surrounding it with boundless love, because
it represents our present life and the future
generations of our country, because it boldly
builds and defends our new life. We will fol-
low the teachings of our Party of Labour and
its Central Committee with the greatest loyal-
ty. We, rallying around our Party and govern-
ment, united in the Democratic Front of Al-
bania, led by our Party of Labour, will fight to
defend peace, freedom, independence and will
put all our efforts towards successfully build-
ing socialism in our country.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that
we will strengthen the people’s state power of
workers and peasants more and more. We will
mercilessly fight against the external and in-
ternal enemies who dare to touch the People’s
Republic of Albania. We will defend and ex-
pand the great achievements made in the so-
cial, economic and cultural fields, thanks to
the assistance of the Soviet peoples and the
paternal care of Comrade Stalin. We will pro-
tect and expand our magnificent factories and
plants, we will further develop our industry
and agriculture, education, and culture of the
people, as well as vigilantly guard our Home-
land.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that we
will strengthen our heroic People’s Army and
State Security, sharpening our revolutionary
vigilance to thwart all the plans of those who
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dream of harming our socialist Homeland. We
will vigilantly guard and protect the sacred
borders and achievements of our People’s Re-
public, for which the best sons of our people
heroically fell. We will preserve our Home-
land, which is a beacon of peace, an impreg-
nable and inviolable granite rock where all the
enemies of socialism and peace who dare to
touch it will surely smash their heads.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that
we will always hold high the banner of pro-
letarian internationalism and strengthen our
friendship with the peoples of the countries of
people’s democracy and with all peoples fight-
ing for peace, democracy and socialism.

We swear, before Comrade Stalin, that
with all our might we will fight to defend
peace in the world against the warmongering
Anglo-American imperialists and their ser-
vants. The words of Comrade Stalin,

“Peace will be preserved and strengthened if
the peoples take the issue of peace into their
own hands and defend it to the end,”*

will be our banner in this glorious battle.

The entire Albanian people, as one, sol-
emnly swear this today before the great Com-
rade Stalin.

* J.V. Stalin, Interview Given to the Correspondent
of the Newspaper Pravda, Pravda, No. 48 (11885),
February 17, 1951.
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INCREASE THE VIGILANCE OF
THE FREE PEOPLES*

March 25, 1953

A great sorrow overwhelmed the Albani-
an people when they learned that the father
and teacher of all progressive humanity, Com-
rade Stalin, closed his eyes forever. In these
difficult days, the Albanian people felt close-
ly connected to the fraternal Soviet peoples
more than ever.

Comrade Stalin is immortal; his deeds im-
mortalize him, overthrowing the old and out-
dated ideas. His ideas, like a beacon, illumin-
ate the path of a bright future for the simple
people of the world.

For the small Albanian people, who for
centuries endured suffering and deprivation
and emerged from the darkness into light
thanks to the legendary victory of the Soviet
peoples, the name of Stalin is especially dear.
Our people will always remember this dear
name with respect and boundless gratitude,
never forgetting that the entire life of Albania,
its freedom and independence, and the con-
struction of socialism in our country are in-
dissolubly linked to the immortal teachings
and activities of the great Stalin.

The brilliant successor of Lenin’s work,
Comrade Stalin was the leader of all progres-
sive humanity, an excellent teacher and edu-
cator of the communists and patriots of all

* Article published in the newspaper Pravda.
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countries fighting for peace, democracy and
socialism. He was the most beloved man of
the simple and honest people of the world. The
great heart of Comrade Stalin beat all his life,
until his last second, for the good of humanity.
His brilliant mind worked all his life, until his
last second, for the happiness and well-being
of the peoples of the world.

Humanity owes its greatest victories to
the teachings and practical activities of Lenin
and Stalin: the birth of the glorious Commun-
ist Party of the Soviet Union, the creation of
the first socialist state in the world, the birth
of the fraternal family of free peoples united
around the USSR in the powerful camp of
democracy and socialism. These victories are
the life-giving and indomitable foundations of
the progress of all humanity.

The peoples of the world will forever be
grateful to the Soviet Union, which, led by the
great Stalin, saved humanity from the threat
of fascist slavery. Armed with the uplifting
ideas of Marxism-Leninism, the communist
and workers’ parties and all progressive hu-
manity will continue to fight with even greater
energy for the bright future of the peoples.

The deeds of Comrade Stalin, his ideas,
are and will always be for us a life-giving force;
they will always illuminate our path. The glori-
ous Communist Party of the Soviet Union is
confidently leading the Soviet peoples on the
road to communism. The glorious homeland
of socialism and communism is the steadfast
and invincible bastion of freedom and sec-
urity of peoples. The excellent cadres of the
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great Communist Party, the close disciples
and loyal comrades-in-arms of Stalin, firmly
steer the helm of the great socialist state.

The workers of the countries of people’s
democracy who, under the leadership of their
communist and workers’ parties, are suc-
cessfully building socialism — and bravely
defending their great achievements achieved
thanks to the victories of the Soviet Army, the
great assistance of the Soviet Union and per-
sonally of Comrade Stalin — have unwaver-
ing faith in their future. They are uniting even
more strongly around the USSR, and there
is no force in the world that can hinder their
steadfast march forward.

The whole world knows the unparalleled
sufferings of the Albanian people in the past.
Everyone knows the diabolical intrigues of the
Turkish, Italian, Greek, Serbian, American,
British imperialists and their servants — the
Albanian feudal lords — against our Home-
land. Everyone knows the sufferings of the
Albanian people under the yoke of the feudal
lord Ahmet Zogu, this old agent of the ene-
mies of the Albanian people. Everyone also
knows the horrors of the barbaric occupation
of our country by the Italo-German fascists.

But how could our small people survive
complete annihilation and withstand these
strong waves that crashed one after the other
on its wounded chest? The small but hero-
ic Albanian people defeated their fierce and
powerful enemies, waging a brave, protracted
war against the hated oppressors and enslav-
ers. They never bowed before tyrants; without
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relinquishing their weapons, they heroically
defended their lives, land and honour. For our
people, the dawn rose with the victory of the
Great October Socialist Revolution, which
took place under the leadership of Lenin and
Stalin.

The hopes and aspirations of the workers
of Albania were realized thanks to the un-
matched heroism of the Soviet Army during
the period of World War II and thanks to the
heroism of our people, who fought under the
leadership of the Communist Party of Alban-
ia, faithful to the end to the doctrines of Lenin
and Stalin.

The Albanian people owe their successes
to the Soviet Union and the great Stalin be-
cause through them, they gained freedom,
independence, expelled the Italo-German
invaders from their Homeland, crushed the
internal enemies — the feudal lords — and es-
tablished the people’s democratic order.

Thanks to the assistance of the Soviet
Union and Comrade Stalin, our people took
their fate into their own hands, gained free-
dom and independence, the opportunity for
their development and the construction of so-
cialism.

The numerous modern industrial complex-
es and factories, the magnificent hydro-elec-
tric power stations built in Albania, the large
number of tractors working the arable lands
of our country, thousands of different schools
where the children of the people learn, testify
for the unparalleled assistance that the Soviet
Union has given to our country.
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For this assistance, our heroic army, which
liberated the country, and vigilantly guards
the borders of the Republic and the great
achievements of our people, an army forged
in the fire of war, an army that is trained and
educated in the spirit of Stalin’s military art
and follows the path of the glorious Soviet
army, testifies.

Finally, our heroic Party of Labour, which
was created and tempered in the fire of war
based on the doctrines of Lenin and Stalin, a
Party that faithfully follows the great path of
its mother, the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, a Party born of the Albanian people, a
Party that has led our people to glorious mil-
itary victories and is safely leading them on
the path of socialism, testifies.

These great and numerous victories are
being expanded and guarded more and more
by our Party and people. Our people’s suc-
cesses unsettle the Anglo-American imperial-
ists, our most bitter enemies. Our flourishing
Homeland and people, who steadfastly march
forward and successfully build socialism, are
thorns in the eyes of the enemies. They are
using all means to suppress and enslave the
Albanian people again, but all their efforts
have failed and will inevitably fail, because
the Albanian people are not alone, because
they have faithful friends in the Soviet Union
and the countries of people’s democracy who
support and defend them with all their might.

People’s democratic Albania has encoun-
tered many traps and dangers on its path, but
every time, thanks to the disinterested assist-
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ance of the Soviet Union, thanks to the vigi-
lance of the Party and our people, the diabol-
ical plans of the imperialist warmongers and
their servants have been exposed and thwart-
ed.

Comrade Stalin has constantly taught us
to increase our vigilance against internal and
external enemies. Our Party and people have
applied this lesson of Comrade Stalin and will
continue to do so in the future.

Our Homeland resembles a small island
surrounded by hostile forces, which constant-
ly provoke our borders, continuously send
spies, saboteurs and diversions from all sides
to disrupt peace in our country, to hinder
peaceful construction, to commit crimes and
to prepare the ground for aggression against
the Albanian people.

The fiercest enemies of our people, the
Anglo-American imperialists and their agents
in the Balkans, the Titoites of Belgrade, the
Greek monarcho-fascists and the Italian
neo-fascists are devising plans and making
military agreements to attack Albania and
divide it.

But the enemies must know that under no
circumstances will they catch us off guard,
that if they dare to attack us, they will find a
united people around their Party and govern-
ment. The enemies must know that the borders
of Albania are not open doors anymore, that
now these borders are made of steel, where
all those who dare to attack our country will
smash their heads.

The lessons of Comrade Stalin on the ne-
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cessity of perpetual vigilance against the in-
trigues of enemies have entered the flesh and
blood of our heroic army, which is always
ready to give a deserved response to those
who seek to harm the interests of the Home-
land and our people.

To be vigilant — this lesson of Comrade
Stalin the Albanian people apply rigorously
in every place and under all circumstances: in
guarding the borders, in strengthening their
own army, in strengthening their beloved
Party and in protecting their peaceful work
and successes.

Our people will always be vigilant because
the victories achieved so far have cost blood,
privations and suffering, because for these vic-
tories, its best sons gave their lives for them,
and their grandparents and great-grandpar-
ents fought and shed their blood for them.

Comrade Stalin taught us to preserve, like
the apple of our eye, the unity of the Party and
the purity of its ranks, to deliver merciless
blows to any external and internal enemies
of the Party who dare to disrupt its unity and
strive to deviate it from the correct path.

Our Party has always adhered to these
teachings of Comrade Stalin and will continue
to adhere to them in the future. The blows of
the Party against its overt and covert enemies
have been and will always be merciless, those
who dare to touch our Party will be unmasked
and all renegades will be ruthlessly crushed.
The members of our Party are fully aware that
vigilance in defending the Party and the vic-
tories of the people is one of their fundamen-
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tal duties.

The Albanian people, the Party of Labour
of Albania, the whole country, large and
small, swear to Comrade Stalin that they will
strengthen and deepen their sincere love for
the fraternal peoples of the Soviet Union, be-
cause the inseparable friendship with the great
homeland of Lenin and Stalin is the decisive
factor for all our successes, the guarantee of
the freedom and independence of our people.

Although our country is surrounded by
hostile forces, we are not afraid of their threats
because we have a great and faithful friend —
the Soviet Union. Our martyrs who fell on the
battlefield left us a legacy to preserve our love
for the fraternal peoples of the Soviet Union.
We will keep their legacy in our hearts and
fight to fulfil it with all our strength.

The Soviet Union, the glorious Commun-
ist Party of the Soviet Union with its Central
Committee, seasoned in battles, will always
be a great and unerring source of light on the
path to our happy future.

Thus, the Albanian people swore to Com-
rade Stalin. And there is no force in the world
that can force the Albanian people to break
this pledge made to their friend. The faithful-
ness and inseparable friendship of Albanian
people and the Party of Labour of Albania
with the USSR and the glorious Communist
Party of the Soviet Union will live for centur-
ies.
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Monument to J.V. Stalin on the “Martyrs of the Na-
tion” Boulevard, Tirana.



Communiques, bulletins, the newspaper “Zéri i popul-
lit” and other organs of the illegal press of the CPA,
published during the Anti-Fascist National Liberation
War, where mention is made of the USSR and Stalin.



Joseph Stalin: A Short Biography pierced by a bullet
which killed the Albanian partisan Mustafa Asllani.



The History of the CPSU(B) pierced by a bullet which
ran through the chest of an Albanian partisan, and a
letter found there, were sent to Stalin as a present in
the name of the Albanian people, May 1947.



“The requests we made were immediately accepted
and the Soviet government agreed to offer us aid to
build our economy and raise the living standards of
our people...

“The gratitude of our people towards our beloved
friends, the peoples of the Soviet Union, towards the
great Stalin, is boundless.”

ENVER HOXHA



J.V. Stalin and Comrade Enver Hoxha during the lat-
ter’s visit to Moscow, 1947.






Comrade Enver Hoxha addressing the people of Tir-
ana after his first visit to the Soviet Union in 1947.



From the visit of Comrade Enver Hoxha to the Soviet
Union, 1949.



Comrade Enver Hoxha addressing the people of Tir-
ana after his return from the Soviet Union, March
1949.









Facsimile of handwritten notes by Comrade Enver
Hoxha during meetings with J.V. Stalin.



A vase with earth from Mamayev Kurgan.



Solemn meeting on the occasion of Stalin’s 70th birth-
day.



By decision of the Council of Ministers in the year
1949, for the 70th anniversary of J.V. Stalin’s birth
and on the proposal of its working collective, the tex-
tile combine in Yzberish was named the “Stalin” tex-
tile combine.



The monument to J.V. Stalin by People’s Sculptor O.
Paskali, erected in the square before the “Stalin” tex-
tile combine in Tirana.



The monument to Stalin at the time of its inaugura-
tion.



The bust of J.V. Stalin, work of the Honoured Sculp-
tor K. Rama.



Solemn meeting on the occasion of the 72nd birthday
of the outstanding leader of the world proletariat J.V.
Stalin.



Comrade Enver Hoxha at the funeral ceremony or-
ganized in Tirana on the occasion of the death of the
leader of the international proletariat, the dear friend
of the Albanian people, J.V. Stalin.









Comrades Enver Hoxha and Hysni Kapo laying a
wreath on behalf of the CC of the PLA at the monu-
ment of J.V. Stalin in Tirana, March 6, 1953.



Comrade Enver Hoxha signing the Oath of the Alban-
ian People on the occasion of the death of J.V. Stalin,
March 10, 1953.



On March 5, 1953, the distinguished leader J.V.
Stalin passed away suddenly. The entire progressive
world mourned the loss of this diligent student and
consistent follower of the work of Marx, Engels and
Lenin.



Initially, Stalin’s body was placed where it deserved to
be: in the mausoleum, next to Lenin...



Lenin and Stalin in the days of the Revolution, paint-
ing by Dh. Trebicka.



The V.I. Lenin-J.V. Stalin Museum in Tirana.



View of a hall of the V.I. Lenin-J.V. Stalin Museum.






The “Stalin” hydro-electric power station on the Bis-
trica river.



Monument to Stalin in Stalin City.



View of Stalin City.






The “Stalin” agricultural cooperative at Krutje.



Solemn meeting on the occasion of the 90th anniver-
sary of the birth of J.V. Stalin.



The works of J.V. Stalin were published in Albanian
by decision of the Political Bureau of the CC of the
PLA of July 27, 1950.



The Works of Stalin in Albanian.
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