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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Modernization and Import
Of Technology

The import of advanced tech-
nology and equipment for the
modernization drive has given
rise to a number of questions.
What should be the purpose of
bringing in such equipment
(p. 6)? How should foreign
funds be gainfully used (p. 23)?
What kind of equipment serves
the best purpose at present and
what are the lessons to be
drawn (p. 26)?

Less Publicity for
Individuals

The Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party has
issued a directive calling again
on the nation to give less pub-
licity to any individual, with
concrete stipulations on related
questions (p. 3).

The Nationalities Question

The statement that “the na-
tional question is essentially a
class question” was much in

vogue before the downfall of
the gang of four. Can we equate
the national question with the
class question? What actually
is the national question in the
socialist period? An attempt at
explaining these and other ques-
tions is made in a special
article (p. 17).

Employment Policy

A new policy has been adopt-
ed and will be put into practice
step by step to provide more
jobs and at the same time to
give scope to the labour en-
thusiasm of individuals (p. 4).

What’s Reagan Up to?

A Renmin Ribao commentary
refutes Republican presidential
candidate Reagan’s oft-repeated
statement that the establishment
of “official relations” with Tai-
wan is not incompatible with

Hoang Van Hoan on
Viet Nam

On the occasion of the 35th
anniversary of Viet Nam'’s
August Revolution and the
founding of the republic, Hoang
Van Hoan has released for pub-
lication a speech he made early
this year to Vietnamese resi-
dents in Yunnan (p. 13).

Soviets Using Toxic
War Chemicals

Evidence of use of chemical
weapons by Soviet troops in Af-
ghanistan and Vietnamese
forces in Kampuchea and Laos
has come to light. The world

community demands that effec-#

tive measures be taken against
them (p. 9).
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~_EVENTS & TRENDS

POLITICAL

Less Publicity for Individuals

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China has
issued a directive calling for less
publicity for individuals. The
directive has laid down concrete
stipulations concerning some
related questions.

The directive states that the
principle enunciated at the
Third Plenary Session of the
11th Party Central Commit-
give more praise
to the worker-peasant-soldier
masses, the Party and the rev-
olutionaries of the older genera-
tion and give less publicity to
any individual™ — is correct and
that improvement has been
made in this respect since the
session.

However, there are still some
problems. In eulogizing veteran
revolutionaries, for instance, too
much prominence is given to
their individual role and the
approach is not  realistic
enough. In addition, there have
been too many commemorative
articles, and many commemora-
tive activities have become
Tere formalities. In some places

pecial groups have been
formed to collect personal be-
longings of leading comrades
all over the country, which is
quite unnecessary.

These inappropriate com-
memorative practices not only
cause waste and alienate the
leaders from the masses but
also foster the erroneous view
that individuals are the makers
of history. They are neither
conducive to carrying out Marx-
ist education inside and outside
the Party, nor are they helpful
to eliminating the influences of
feudal and bourgeois ideologies.

August 25, 1980

To change all this, the Party
Central Committee has made
the following decisions:

— From now on, except by
special decision of the Party
Central Committee, no halls,
pavilions or monuments are to
be put up in memory of in-
dividual veteran revolutionaries.
Those which are now under
construction or have already
been completed but can be re-
constructed should be trans-
formed into social, economic,
cultural or welfare institu-
tions. Revolutionary relics of
historical significance should
be kept in the museums and
commemorative halls at the
central or provincial levels so
as to preserve them in a good
condition. No commemorative
decorations should be put up in
the birthplaces of leading
members of the central authori-
ties still living, or in the schools
where they once studied and
places they once worked or
visited. Those already put up
should be removed.

— The writing of true-to-fact
reminiscences of the struggles
of veteran revolutionaries and
other revolutionary heroes, and
the history of the revolutionary
wars, revolutionary movements
and revolutionary work, for
publication or preservation is
necessary for educating future
generations and for historical
studies. But the publication of
biographies or collections of
writings of individuals should
be handled with care.

— Newspapers should give
more space to the achievements
made by the workers, peasants,
soldiers and intellectuals in the
current modernization drive
and to the Party’s policies, prin-
ciples and decisions; there
should be less publicity for the
normal activities or unimpor-

tant speeches of individual

leaders.

— There have been too many
portraits, quotations and poems
of Chairman Mao in public
places, which shows the lack of
political dignity: the number
should be gradually reduced to
an appropriate amount. The
same principle applies to por-
traits and inscriptions of other
leaders.

— Funeral services for high-
ranking cadres should generally
be simple and economical. The
ceremony of paying last respects
to the remains of the deceased
should in general be eliminated;
memorial meetings should be
on a smaller scale and obituaries
published in the newspapers
should be short.

Democratic Elections at
County Level

“Direct elections at the county
level beginning in the latter
half of this year throughout
China are of far-reaching sig-
nificance in the political life of
the Chinese people.”

This statement was made re-
cently by Minister of Civil Af-
fairs Cheng Zihua who is con-
currently head of the office in
charge of direct elections at the
county level.

Before the new electoral law
was adopted last year al the
Second Session of the Filth Na-
tional People's Congress, direcl
elections were held only at the
commune (township) level and
below.

The new electoral law stipu-
lates that the scope of direct
elections will be extended to the
counties, candidates are to be
nominated by the constituency
and the number of candidates
should exceed the nurmber
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of deputies to be elect-
ed. Such elections have been
carried out on a trial basis in
552 counties (or cities corres-
ponding to the county level) in
the latter half of last year and
the first half of this year. (See
Beijing Review, p. 4, No. 28,
1980.)

The Minister said that the
direct election of deputies to the
people’s congresses at the
county level (including counties,
autonomous  counties, cities
without districts and dis-
tricts directly under the munici-
pal governments) and the elec-
tion of members of standing
committees of the county peo-
ple's congresses and leading
members of° county people’s
governments by the people’s
deputies will put the county
organs of power under the
direct supervision of the peo-
ple.

At the same time, deputies
to the provincial people’s con-
gresses will be elected by depu-
ties to the county people's con-
gresses. and the former will
elect standing committee mem-
bers of the provincial people’s
congresses and leading mem-

bers of the provincial people’s
governments as well as deputies
to the National People's Con-
gress.

In this way, the Minister
stressed, ‘“‘elections at the
county level are of key impor-
tance to the building of organs
of power at various levels. The
consolidation and strengthening
of county organs of power will
not only lay a solid foundation
for the building of provincial
and national organs of power,
but also set an example for
rural people’'s communes and
towns below the county level to
build their organs of political
power."”

Cheng Zihua noted in conclu-
sion that as over 80 per cent of
China's population are in the

2,700-odd counties (including
districts directly under the
municipal governments), suc-

cessful completion of such elec-
tions will further extend the
scope of the people’s democratic
rights.

ECONOMIC

New Employment Policy

The policy of the state as-
suming full responsibility in
assigning jobs will be changed.
A new policy will be gradually
implemented instead. combin-
ing the recommendation of jobs
by labour departments with in-

Young women voting for the first time in a district constituency of
Beijing.

dividuals finding jobs for them-
selves or individuals organizing
themselves on a voluntary basis
to do any work they prefer.
This applies to the towns and
cities and, of course, they will
all be placed under the unified
planning and guidance of the
state.

This new policy was formu-
lated at a national conference
on employment convened re-
cently by the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party, during which the
principles, policies and ways of
solving the employment gques-
tion was discussed.

One of the defects of the ol
practice is that everyone de-
pends entirely on the state,
with the result that individuals
do not have the possibility to
find jobs for themselves or the
enthusiasm to work. At the
same time, owing to the short-
comings of the structure of the
economy, undue stress is laid on
the transition from collective
economy to state-owned econo-
my, while individual economy is
either discriminated against or
banned, thereby reducing the
ways of employment. As a
result, every year there are
large numbers of people wait-
ing for the state to assign jobs
while on the other hand many
productive jobs and the servicyy®
trades are short of hands. This
has brought great inconvenience
to the people in their daily life.

The new policy will not only
help remedy these disadvan-
tages but provide more jobs for
the people. Moreover, the la-
bourers will be able to choose
the jobs they like, thereby com-
bining the needs of the state
with the wishes of the indi-
viduals.

The conference called on the
governments at various levels
to relax the policies and ener-
getically develop collectively

Beijing Review, No. 34
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