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Weifang Kites 
Kites in Shandong Province's Weifang, a 
famous traditional Chinese handicraft, have 
a history of more than 200 years. In recent 
years, there has been progress in new 
designs, including butterflies, goldfish, 
centipedes, flying horses, red-crowned 
cranes and figures. Above: A large kite 
depicts 108 heroes from the Chinese classic 
novel Outlaws of the Marsh. 

Photo by F a n g H u a i d e 

Right: Farmers in Yangjiabu Village are 
making kites of various folk art styles. 

Photo by L i J i n 
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Campus Incident in Nanjing 
The conflict which occurred a few weeks ago between students from 
Africa and staff at a Nanjing university has aroused widespread attention 
around the world. In fact, this was a completely accidental event, without 
any of the political meaning given to it by certain parts of the Western 
media. 

byXiaZhi 

T
he conflict which occurred 
a few weeks ago between 
students from Africa and 

staff at a Nanjing university 
has aroused widespread atten
tion around the world. In fact, 
this was a completely acciden
tal event, without any of the 
political meaning given to it 
by certain parts of the Western 
media. 

The whole course of the inci
dent unfolded as follows: 

On the evening of December 
24, 1988, two students from 
Africa brought two young 
Chinese women to Nanjing's 
Hehai University for a dance 
party. According to the 
school's regulations, any visi
tors to the university must re
gister in the janitor 's room. 

When the entrance guard 
asked the two girls to register, 
the two African students re
fused to let them do so. At 
that point, several other Af
rican students came over and 
started a quarrel with the en
trance guard. In the ensuing 
brawl, 11 staff members were 
injured, one of them seriously, 
including a university vice-
president who had one of his 
ribs broken when he tried to 
persuade the combatants to ' 
stop fighting. A few African 
students were slightly injured. 

In order to restore peace and 
order as rapidly as possible, 
the Nanjing public security 
authorities promptly adopted 

all the requisi te measures. 
Now, foreign students in Nanj
ing have resumed classes and 
are preparing for their termly 
examinations. 

Following the incident , 
many people expressed anxie
ty, hoping that the case could 
be quickly and properly dealt 
with. But others with ulterior 
motives have attempted to stir 
up further trouble, spreading 
malicious rumours and striv
ing to undermine the profound 
and long-standing friendship 
between the Chinese and Afri
can peoples. 

Some Western news media 
has given particularly distort
ed reports on the incident. The 
Voice of America went as far 
as to claim that the Chinese 
authorities had imposed new 
restrictions on African stu
dents ' social activities and that 
an African student could have 
only one Chinese girlfriend 
with the approval of the 
Chinese author i t ies . Other 
news media has reported that 
the Chinese police beat foreign 
students, stripped them naked, 
and hit their reproductive or
gans with electric batons. Ov
erall, one theme predominat
ed: viewing the event as racial 
discrimination. 

None of them, however, said 
anything about the discrimina
tion against black people, mi
norities and immigrants that 
has long existed in their own 

countries. They ignored the 
fact that the Chinese people 
also suffered from the discri
mination and oppression of 
foreign colonialism for a long 
period of time. As is known to 
all, the Chinese people have 
long stood for equali ty of 
all nationalities and resolute
ly opposed racial segregation 
and discrimination. However, 
according to the logic behind 
some distorted press reports, 
any dispute between local in
habi tants and foreigners 
would be an incidence of ra
cism. 

A few Western newspapers 
have made much of how these 
trouble-makers will be han
dled by the law. As a matter of 
fact, it is normal that for
eigners, wherever they come 
from, will be held legally li
able if they break the law in 
their country of residence. 
In China, all law-breakers, 
whether Chinese or from 
abroad, can expect to be pun
ished according to the statutes 
of Chinese law. 

Some people worry that the 
incident, after being distorted 
and exaggerated by parts of 
the Western media, will affect 
the friendly relations between 
the Chinese and African peo
ples. Such fears are unfounded 
as the affair was above all an 
isolated incident caused by a 
disagreement between a few 
foreign students and staff at a 
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Chinese college. 
Diplomats of many African 

countries have assured that 
this event will not affact 
the friendly relations of co
operation between China 
and Africa. Ide Oumarou, 
secretary-general of the Or
ganization of African Unity, 
said China is a partner of Af
rica. The recent student inci
dent should not hamper the co-
operatiion between China and 
Africa which is being conduct
ed in many fields. Cameroon's 
Radiodiffusion du Cameroun 
said in a commentary, "quar
rels between children should 
not be made to affect the rela
tions between parents." An Af
rican diplomat in Beijing said 
the African people regard 
China as a special friend, a 
friend who frequently and 
constantly gives what it has. 
He also appealed to African 
students to abide by Chinese 
laws and school rules and per
suaded them not to believe the 
distorted reports of some for
eign news agencies. 

After the incident, while 
feeling indignant about the 
Western media's exaggerated 
distortions, many Chinese cri
ticized the wrong doings of a 
few Chinese students and the 
inappropriate slogans they 
raised. They suggested streng
thening education in interna
tionalism among the young 
people. They also denounced 
the illegal actions of three 
Chinese who took the chance 
to stir up trouble and join the 
fight and asked the judicial or
gans to punish them by law. 
Many said that the Chinese 
and African peoples are broth
ers and friends. 

The long-standing friend
ship between China and Afri
ca will definitely not be weak
ened by this incident, nor by 
the provocation and distortion 
of some Western news organs. 

• 

Corralling Prices: Main 
Task of 1989 

T he leader of the Chinese 
Communist Party and the 
country 's premier have 

each italicized the control of 
price hikes and of the inflation 
rate as major undertakings for 
the new year just as the gov
ernment has decided to allo
cate more funds for education 
and agriculture. 

The price hikes in 1989 will 
be "conspicuously lower than 
in 1988," Premier Li Peng 
pledged on December 30, 
1988, at a plenary meeting of 
the State Council in Beijing, 
adding that this is "the central 
task for the new year." 

Meanwhile General Secre
tary Zhao Ziyang of the 
Chinese Communist Party said 
on New Year's Day that China 
should not buy into economic 
development at the price of 
high inflation. 

It is a fairy tale, he said, 
to expect such large-scale and 
complicated reforms to take 
place in a sprawling giant of 
a country like China without 
any difficulties. 

State Council spokesman 
Yuan Mu elaborated on the 
plan of the central authorities 
on January 13, saying that the 
most pressing task this year is 
to cool the overheated econo
my, which is believed to ac
count for last year's inflation. 

Industry will grow at 8 per
cent, as against last year's 17.7 
percent, and agriculture will 
rise by 4 percent, against 3 per
cent last year, Yuan said. 

The government will adopt 
various economic and admin
istrative measures to control 

inflation and to keep price ris
es "significantly" lower than 
last year, he said. 

Yuan predicted that this 
year's inflation will be 3-5 per
centage points lower than last 
year's. "In my opinion, it can
not be reduced by more than 
that, and a hasty deflation will 

' not be good for economic de
velopment," he said. 

Investment in fixed assets is 
to be cut back by 22 percent 
this year. At the same time, 
the government will increase 
funds allocated for agriculture 
and education. Government 
spending in agriculture will in
crease by 400 million yuan, or 
14 percent over last year. In 
addition, overall bank lending 
for agriculture will rise by 22 
percent to 18 billion yuan. 
And the government will 
spend an extra 200 million 
yuan on education. 

The government is aiming 
for a gross national product in
crease of 7.5 percent this year, 
3.7 percentage points lower 
than that of last year, he said. 
The country's GNP in 1988 
was more than 1360 billion 
yuan. 

According to Yuan, the 
sharp price rises have stopped 
and the government has 
achieved prel iminary suc
cess in res t ructur ing the 
economy."Although the mass
es are still unsatisfied with the 
price increase, they complain 
less about the situation," the 
spokesman said. 

Yuan said that food supply 
is normal on the whole and 

I that the panic buying which 
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h a p p e n e d i n s o m e p l a c e s l a s t 
y e a r i s o v e r . T h e r e w i l l b e e n 
o u g h f o o d g r a i n , e d i b l e o i l , 
m e a t a n d e g g s f o r t h i s y e a r ' s 
S p r i n g F e s t i v a l ( F e b r u a r y 6 ) , 
h e s a i d . 

Y u a n s a i d t h a t i n t h e p a s t 
t h r e e m o n t h s , d e p o s i t s a t 
b a n k s h a v e b e e n r i s i n g . B a n k 
d e p o s i t s b y u r b a n a n d r u r a l r e 
s i d e n t s w e n t d o w n b y 2 . 6 b i l 
l i o n y u a n l a s t A u g u s t b u t w e r e 
u p b y 1 1 . 2 4 b i l l i o n y u a n l a s t 
D e c e m b e r . H e s a i d t h a t n e t d e 
p o s i t s w e r e 3 7 9 . 8 b i l l i o n y u a n 
b y t h e e n d o f l a s t y e a r , 7 2 . 4 6 
b i l l i o n y u a n m o r e t h a n t h e 
p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

T h e s c a l e o f i n v e s t m e n t h a s 
b e e n b r o u g h t u n d e r c o n t r o l t o 
s o m e e x t e n t . B y t h e e n d o f l a s t 
N o v e m b e r , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a d i o r d e r e d a h a l t t o 1 0 , 2 0 0 
p r o j e c t s v a l u e d a t 3 3 . 4 b i l l i o n 
y u a n . 

O v e r a l l p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r 
f o r g o o d s h a s b e e n c u r b e d . I n 
c r e a s e r a t e f o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
p u r c h a s i n g h a s a l s o b e g u n t o 
d r o p , Y u a n s a i d . • 

Foreign Students 
Speak the Facts 

O n t h e h e e l s o f a c l a s h b e 
t w e e n s o m e A f r i c a n s t u 
d e n t s a n d C h i n e s e c a m 

p u s s t a f f m e m b e r s a t H e h a i 
U n i v e r s i t y i n N a n j i n g , s o m e 
W e s t e r n n e w s m e d i a h a v e 
m a d e a b i g f u s s o v e r o t h e r 
i n c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g t h e t h i r d 
w o r l d s t u d e n t s . O n J a n u a r y 3 , 
t h e A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s ( A P ) a n d 
A g e n c e F r a n c e P r e s s e ( A F P ) 
r e p o r t e d t h a t a S r i L a n k a n s t u 
d e n t , R o h i t h a K o d i t u w a k k u , 
w a s b e a t e n u p b y C h i n e s e s t u 
d e n t s i n W u h a n a n d w e n t t o a 
h o s p i t a l f o r t r e a t m e n t . 

H o w e v e r , R o h i t h a K o d i t u 
w a k k u r e f u t e d t h e s t o r i e s . H e 
s a i d t h a t h e h a d n e v e r b e e n 
b e a t e n , m u c h l e s s h a d t o g o t o 
a h o s p i t a l f o r t r e a t m e n t . 

T h e 2 9 - y e a r - o l d S r i L a n k a n 
s t u d e n t r e t u r n e d t o t h e C e n 
t r a l C h i n a U n i v e r s i t y o f 
S c i e n c e a n d T e c h n o l o g y ( P o l y -
t e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e ) i n W u h a n 
o n J a n u a r y 5 a f t e r a s i x - d a y 
t o u r a l o n g t h e C h a n g j i a n g 
( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r . 

H e s a i d t h a t a t a b o u t 1 1 p m 
o n D e c e m b e r 2 9 l a s t y e a r h e 
w a s i n b e d w h e n h i s w i n d o w 
w a s b r o k e n b y a s t o n e . G e t t i n g 
u p t o i n v e s t i g a t e , h e c u t h i s 
r i g h t h a n d s l i g h t l y o n t h e b r o 
k e n g l a s s . H e w e n t t o t h e u n i v 
e r s i t y c l i n i c t o h a v e t h e h a n d 
b a n d a g e d . 

O n D e c e m b e r 3 1 h e a n d 2 1 
o t h e r f o r e i g n s t u d e n t s l e f t f o r 
a t o u r o f t h e T h r e e G o r g e s 
a n d t h e G e z h o u b a D a m o n t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g R i v e r . 

" T h e s t o n e m i g h t h a v e b e e n 
t h r o w n b y s o m e o n e f r o m o u t 
s i d e t h e u n i v e r s i t y , " h e s a i d , 
" f o r i t i s q u i t e e a s y f o r o u t s i 
d e r s t o g e t i n t o t h e c a m p u s . " 

A B a n g l a d e s h i s t u d e n t 
n a m e d A m a l K r i s h n a B a r a i 
o p i n e d t h a t t h e t h e A P a n d 
A F P s t o r i e s a t t e m p t e d t o m a k e 
a m o u n t a i n o u t o f a m o l e h i l l . 
" T h e m a t t e r h e r e i s n o t b i g g e r 
t h a n a n e g g , b u t i t b e c o m e s a s 
b i g a s a b u f f a l o i n t h o s e r e 
p o r t s , " h e s a i d . A n o t h e r S r i 
L a n k a n s t u d e n t , C D . G a m a g e , 
a g r e e d . 

M u l e n g a G h o s t , a Z a m b i a n 
s t u d e n t , s a i d , " I f I h a d n o t s e e n 
w h a t h a p p e n e d h e r e w i t h m y 
o w n e y e s , I p r o b a b l y w o u l d 
h a v e b e l i e v e d a l o t o f w h a t t h e 
f o r e i g n p r e s s h a s b e e n s a y i n g . " 

A u n i v e r s i t y o f f i c i a l f l a t l y 
d e n i e d r e p o r t s t h a t f o r e i g n 
s t u d e n t s h a d b e e n b e a t e n i n 
h i s u n i v e r s i t y , a s w e l l a s a n A P 
s t o r y o f a s t u d e n t d e m o n s t r a 
t i o n i n W u h a n i n s u p p o r t o f 
N a n j i n g ' s s t u d e n t s . 

B o t h t e a c h e r s a n d s t u d e n t s 
o f t h e W u h a n C h e m i c a l E n g i 
n e e r i n g I n s t i t u t e w e r e f l a b b e r 
g a s t e d w h e n t h e y l e a r n e d o f a n 
A F P r e p o r t o n i n j u r i e s t o a S r i 
L a n k a n s t u d e n t o n t h e i r c a m 

p u s i n w h a t t h e n e w s a g e n c y 
c a l l e d " a n e w c l a s h b e t w e e n 
C h i n e s e a n d f o r e i g n s t u d e n t s . " 

C h e n G u s h e n g , p r e s i d e n t , 
s a i d t h a t a s h i s i n s t i t u t e d i d 
n o t h a v e a s i n g l e f o r e i g n s t u 
d e n t , h e c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d 
h o w a n d w h y s u c h a m y t h 
c o u l d h a v e b e e n r e p o r t e d . H e 
s a i d t h a t h e w a s w o r r i e d a b o u t 
t h e f a c t t h a t i t h a s " c r e a t e d 
c o n f u s i o n i n p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
a n d i m p a i r e d t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f 
o u r i n s t i t u t e b o t h a t h o m e a n d 
a b r o a d . " 
African Students C h i n a f i r s t 
b e g a n t o e x c h a n g e s t u d e n t s 
w i t h A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 
1 9 6 0 s . E a c h y e a r a b o u t 3 0 0 
s t u d e n t s f r o m A f r i c a c o m e t o 
C h i n a t o m a j o r i n v a r i o u s s u b 
j e c t s r a n g i n g f r o m e n g i n e e r i n g 
t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s . N o w 
t h e r e a r e a b o u t 1 , 5 0 0 A f r i c a n 
s t u d e n t s s t u d y i n g i n C h i n a , 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y o n e - q u a r t e r o f 
a l l o v e r s e a s s t u d e n t s , a c c o r d 
i n g t o a n o f f i c i a l f r o m t h e 
S t a t e E d u c a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n . 

T h i s s w a p p i n g o f s c h o l a r s 
r e f l e c t s C h i n a ' s a f f i n i t y w i t h 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , a s t h e y a r e 
a l l p a r t o f t h e t h i r d w o r l d . 
M o s t A f r i c a n s t u d e n t s i n 
C h i n a c o m e u n d e r a s c h o l a r 
s h i p p r o g r a m m e . F o r e i g n s t u 
d e n t s w i t h s c h o l a r s h i p s h a v e 
f r e e m e d i c a l c a r e , t u i t i o n a n d 
l o d g i n g , a n d t h e y a r e g i v e n 
o n e f r e e t r i p w i t h i n C h i n a 
e a c h y e a r . I n a d d i t i o n , f o r e i g n 
s t u d e n t s o n s c h o l a r s h i p s a r e 
g i v e n a m o n t h l y s t i p e n d o f 2 6 3 
y u a n . T h e c o m m i s s i o n f i g u r e s 
t h a t i t c o s t s t h r e e t i m e s a s 
m u c h t o s u p p o r t f o r e i g n s t u 
d e n t s o n s c h o l a r s h i p s a s i t d o e s 
C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s . 

" W e a l w a y s t r y o u r b e s t t o 
i m p r o v e t h e l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s 
o f f o r e i g n s t u d e n t s , e v e n 
t h o u g h C h i n a i s a d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r y t h a t c a n l i t t l e a f f o r d 
i t , " t h e o f f i c i a l s a i d . • 
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Baby-Boom 
Strikes Again 

C h i n a ' s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g 
p o l i c y i s r u n n i n g u p 
a g a i n s t w a l l s i n r u r a l 

a r e a s s i n c e m a n y f a m i l i e s 
t h e r e h a v e c h i l d r e n o u t s i d e t h e 
s t a t e p l a n , a c c o r d i n g t o a n o f 
f i c i a l ' f r o m t h e S t a t e F a m i l y 
P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n . 

G u H a i l u s a i d m o s t f a m i l i e s 
i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w e r e f o u n d 
w i t h m o r e t h a n o n e c h i l d . 
F a r m e r s i n p o o r e r a n d r e m o t e 
a r e a s a r e m o r e l i k e l y t o h a v e 
t w o o r m o r e c h i l d r e n . T h i s i g 
n o r a n c e o f b i r t h c o n t r o l 
r e a p e d 3 m i l l i o n b i r t h s o u t s i d e 
t h e s t a t e p l a n i n 1 9 8 7 . 

E x p e r t s f r o m t h e B e i j i n g I n 
s t i t u t e o f E c o n o m i c s s a i d t h a t 
i n t h e p a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s p o p u l a t i o n h a s 
b u l g e d a n e x t r a 1 0 0 m i l l i o n e v 
e r y 1 0 y e a r s . I n s p i t e o f t h e 
a c t i v e l y e n f o r c e d " o n e c h i l d " 
p o l i c y , i t t o o k o n l y s e v e n y e a r s 
f o r t h e c i t i z e n r y t o b o u n d 
f r o m 9 0 0 m i l l i o n t o o n e b i l 
l i o n . A t t h i s r a t e , t h e e x p e r t s 
s a i d , C h i n a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s e x 
p e c t e d t o s t r e t c h t o 1 .1 b i l l i o n 
s o m e t i m e i n t h e f i r s t q u a r t e r 
o f 1 9 8 9 . 

F i g u r i n g a b o u t 1 0 0 m i l l i o n 
C h i n e s e w o m e n i n t h e i r p e a k 
p e r i o d f o r c h i l d - b e a r i n g , b e 
t w e e n 2 0 a n d 2 9 , e a c h y e a r 
f r o m 1 9 8 9 t o 1 9 9 4 , t h e c o u n 
t r y ' s i n h a b i t a n t s w i l l o v e r s t e p 
1.2 b i l l i o n b y t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 , 
t h e e x p e r t s a n t i c i p a t e d . 

T h e y c a l l e d f o r m o r e s t r i n 
g e n t b i r t h c o n t r o l i n r u r a l a n d 
b o r d e r a r e a s , a n d i n r e g i o n s i n 
h a b i t e d b y m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i 
t i e s , w h e r e a l a r g e n u m b e r o f 
u n l i s t e d b i r t h s c r o p u p e v e r y 
y e a r . 

O n e m e a s u r e t a k e n b y s o m e 
l o c a l u n i t s t o h a r n e s s t h e b i r t h 
r a t e i s t o i m p o s e f i n e s o n t h o s e 
w h o h a v e m o r e c h i l d r e n t h a n 

t h e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g p o l i c y s t i 
p u l a t e d . 

" H o w e v e r , s o m e w e l l - t o - d o 
f a r m e r s a r e w i l l i n g t o p a y t h e 
p r i c e , n o m a t t e r h o w h i g h i t i s , 
i n o r d e r t o h a v e m o r e c h i l d 
r e n , " G u s a i d . X u n W e i x i , 
a n u n r e m o r s e f u l f a r m e r f r o m 
Y a n g z h o n g C o u n t y , J i a n g s u 
P r o v i n c e , f o r e x a m p l e , d i d n ' t 
f l i n c h w h e n h e w a s f i n e d a 
h e f t y 5 5 , 0 0 0 y u a n f o r h a v i n g 
t h r e e c h i l d r e n . 

G u s a i d t h a t i t i s i m p e r a t i v e 
t o h e l p p e o p l e s ee t h e f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p o l i c y i n l i g h t o f 
t h e i r o w n b e s t i n t e r e s t s . H e 
f o u n d t h a t c o n t r a c t s b e t w e e n 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g u n i t s a n d 
f a r m f a m i l i e s h a v e b e e n a p l u s 
i n s o m e p l a c e s . " Y o u p r o m i s e 
t o h e l p t h e c o u n t r y a n d y o u r 
s e l f c o n t r o l t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 
Y o u a g r e e t o b e p u n i s h e d i f 
y o u g o b a c k o n y o u r w o r d s , " 
h e s a i d . 

C h i n a h a s h a r v e s t e d t h r e e 
b a b y - b o o m s . T h e f i r s t o c 
c u r r e d i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s , 
s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e f o u n d i n g o f 
N e w C h i n a . T h e s e c o n d c a m e 
a l o n g d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 2 - 7 5 p e r 
i o d , m a i n l y a r e s u l t o f t h e l a c k 
o f a firm f a m i l y p l a n n i n g p o l 
i c y . A n d n o w t h e c o u n t r y i s 
f a c i n g i t s t h i r d b a b y - b o o m , t h e 
e c o n o m i c e x p e r t s n o t e d . • 

Colleges Provide 
Part-time Jobs 

S p e c i a l a g e n c i e s h a v e b e e n 
s e t u p i n s e v e r a l - u n i v e r s i 
t i e s a n d c o l l e g e s t o h e l p 

s t u d e n t s l o o k i n g f o r s u i t a b l e 
p a r t - t i m e j o b s d u r i n g t h e c o m 
i n g w i n t e r v a c a t i o n as a n a n 
s w e r t o t h e g r o w i n g d e m a n d b y 
s t u d e n t s f o r e x t r a w o r k . 

T h e B e i j i n g S c i e n c e a n d 
T e c h n o l o g y U n i v e r s i t y h a s s e t 
u p t w o c e n t r e s s p e c i f i c a l l y t o 
h e l p s t u d e n t s f i n d j o b s . 

A d s p l a c e d o n n o t i c e b o a r d s 
h a v e i n v i t e d s t u d e n t s t o r e g i s 

t e r f o r c a m p u s j o b s t o p r o v i d e 
a c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c e f o r t h e 
c o l l e g e e x a m s - t a k e r s , t o o p e n 
s t u d e n t b a r s a n d c o l o u r f i l m 
c e n t r e s , a n d e v e n t o s e l l 
c o t t o n - p a d d e d o v e r c o a t s . 

A b o u t 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 p a r t - t i m e j o b 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s h a v e b e e n p r o v 
i d e d t o t h e Q i n g h u a U n i v e r s i 
t y s t u d e n t s , a n d h u n d r e d s o f 
s t u d e n t s i n t h e P e o p l e ' s U n i v 
e r s i t y o f C h i n a r e g u l a r l y t a k e 
v a c a t i o n w o r k . 

S c o r e s o f s t u d e n t s i n B e i 
j i n g F o r e i g n S t u d i e s U n i v e r s i 
t y h a v e s e t u p a n a g e n c y t o 
p r o v i d e c o q k i n g g a s a n d m i l k 
t o r e s i d e n t s b o t h o n a n d o f f 
c a m p u s . 

N o e x a c t f i g u r e s a r e a v a i l 
a b l e o n h o w m a n y s t u d e n t s a r e 
d o i n g p a r t - t i m e w o r k . B u t H o u 
J u n s h u , a n o f f i c i a l i n c h a r g e 
o f s t u d e n t s ' p a r t - t i m e w o r k 
a t t h e P e o p l e ' s U n i v e r s i t y o f 
C h i n a , e s t i m a t e d t h a t m o s t 
c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s a t s o m e s t a g e 
d u r i n g t h e i r s t u d i e s t a k e v a c a 
t i o n j o b s . 

V a c a t i o n w o r k i s a g o o d w a y 
f o r s t u d e n t s t o l e a r n m o r e 
a b o u t a f a s t - d e v e l o p i n g s o c i e 
t y i n t h e c o u r s e o f i t s r e f o r m , 
H o u s a i d . 

M o s t s t u d e n t s d o i t f o r 
m o n e y , s i n c e s t u d e n t s a r e n o w 
u s u a l l y s u p p o r t e d b y t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s f i n a n c i a l l y . T u i t i o n i s 
f r e e , b u t s t u d e n t s h a v e t o p a y 
f o r t h e i r o w n a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 
a n d b o a r d . A p a r t - t i m e j o b c a n 
b r i n g i n a n e x t r a 4 0 - 6 0 y u a n a 
m o n t h . 

L i l u p i n g , s e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h L e a g u e 
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e B e i j i n g F o r 
e i g n S t u d i e s U n i v e r s i t y , s a i d 
t h a t p a r t - t i m e j o b - t a k e r s a r e 
d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s : 
t h o s e w h o c a r r y o u t m a n u a l 
l a b o u r , s u c h as c o n s t r u c t i o n 
w o r k ; t h o s e w h o o f f e r c o n s u l 
t a n c y w o r k ; a n d t h o s e w h o 
h a v e t h e i r o w n b u s i n e s s e s . 

S h e s a i d t h a t m a n y c o l l e g e 
a n d u n i v e r s i t y a u t h o r i t i e s i n 
B e i j i n g s u p p o r t t h e f i r s t t w o 
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Simulated Test of 
Deep Diving 

C h i n a ' s f i r s t s i m u l a t e d 
t e s t o f a 3 5 0 - m e t r e d i v e 
w a s c o n d u c t e d a t t h e 

S h a n g h a i N a v y M e d i c a l R e 
s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e . E x p e r i m e n 
t a l e q u i p m e n t c a p a b l e o f a 
5 0 0 - m e t r e s a t u r a t i o n d i v e w a s 
u s e d . T h e e q u i p m e n t c a n d i s 
t i n c t i v e l y s i m u l a t e t h e w o r k 
i n g e n v i r o n m e n t d e e p u n d e r 
t h e w a t e r . I t s i t i n e r a n t d i v i n g 
c a b i n ' s w o r k i n g d e p t h r e a c h e s 
6 2 0 m e t r e s -- t h e d e e p e s t i n 
A s i a , a n d i t s d e n s i t y e x p e r i 
m e n t h a s r e a c h e d t h e w o r l d ' s 
a d v a n c e d l e v e l . 

T h e u p p e r p i c t u r e i s o f t h e 
c a b i n c o n t a i n i n g a i r - s u p p l y i n g 
t a n k s . 

T h e l o w e r p i c t u r e i s o f G o n g 
J i n h a n , a f a m o u s C h i n e s e e x 
p e r t i n d i v i n g a n d m e d i c a l 
s c i e n c e , a t t h e e x p e r i m e n t ' s 
m a s t e r c o n s o l e . • 

f o r m s o f w o r k , b u t d i s c o u r a g e 
a n d s o m e t i m e s f o r b i d s t u d e n t s 
f r o m c o n d u c t i n g t h e i r o w n 
b u s i n e s s e s . 

H o u d i s a g r e e s w i t h t h o s e 
w h o s t o p s t u d e n t s f r o m r u n 
n i n g t h e i r o w n b u s i n e s s e s . H e 
s a i d t h a t a b u s i n e s s i s a t y p e o f 
p a r t - t i m e j o b , w h i c h c a n e x 
p o s e s t u d e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 
w h o a r e s t u d y i n g e c o n o m i c s 
t o C h i n a ' s d e v e l o p i n g m a r k e t 
e c o n o m y . 

A b o u t 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e 5 , 0 0 0 
s t u d e n t s i n h i s u n i v e r s i t y w e r e 
e n g a g e d i n d o i n g b u s i n e s s i n 
t h e f i r s t h a l f o f l a s t y e a r . B u t 
" n o t a l l o f t h e m c a n b e s u c 
c e s s f u l , " a n d m o s t o f t h e m 
h a v e s t o p p e d t h e i r b u s i n e s s e s . 

! h e a d d e d . 
L i S o n g c h e n g , a 2 0 - y e a r - o l d 

s t u d e n t f r o m H u n a n s t u d y i n g 
I a t Q i n g h u a U n i v e r s i t y , s a i d h e 

h a d s e v e r a l j o b s i n t h e l a s t 
t h r e e y e a r s , i n c l u d i n g w o r k i n g 
a s a l i b r a r y a s s i s t a n t a n d c o n 
s t r u c t i o n w o r k e r . H e d e c l i n e d 
t o r e v e a l t h e e x a c t a m o u n t h e 
e a r n e d f r o m t h e s e j o b s , b u t h e 
d i d s a y t h e i n c o m e w a s s u b 
s t a n t i a l . T h e u n i v e r s i t y p a i d 
o u t 6 8 0 , 0 0 0 y u a n t o s t u d e n t s 
f o r t h e i r p a r t - t i m e w o r k l a s t 
y e a r . 

! T h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t o p i n o n s 
t o w a r d s s t u d e n t s ' d o i n g p a r t -
t i m e w o r k . Q u i t e a n u m b e r o f 
p e o p l e t h i n k t h a t t h e s t u d e n t s 
w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e o n e a r n i n g 

m o n e y a t t h e e x p e n s e o f n e g 
l e c t i n g t h e i r s t u d i e s . F o r e x 
a m p l e , a s t u d e n t f r o m a u n i v 
e r s i t y i n B e i j i n g o f t e n h a d t o 
c u t c l a s s e s a n d u s e d s o m e i l l e 
g a l m e a n s i n o r d e r t o p r o m o t e 
t h e s a l e o f f o o d t i n s . A s a r e 
s u l t , h e w a s o r d e r e d t o q u i t 
s c h o o l . 

B u t a n e x p e r t o n t h e y o u t h 
p r o b l e m f r o m t h e B e i j i n g 
Y o u t h L e a g u e C o m m i t t e e 
t h i n k s t h a t s t u d e n t s a r e a l 
l o w e d t o d o p a r t - t i m e j o b s i n 
m a n y c o u n t r i e s . I t h a s b e c o m e 
p o p u l a r n o w i n C h i n a ' s u n i v 
e r s i t i e s a n d c o l l e g e s , a n d 
s h o u l d b e r e g a r d e d a s p r o -

[ g r e s s , h e s a i d . • 

8 B E I J I N G R E V I E W , J A N U A R Y 2 3 - 2 9 , 1 9 8 9 



Prison Situation 
Tense but Stable 

C h i n a ' s r e f o r m o f c r i m i n 
a l s t h r o u g h l a b o u r a n d 
r e - e d u c a t i o n o f j u v e n i l e 

d e l i n q u e n t s h a v e s e e n m u c h 
p r o g r e s s a n d m a n y c h a l l e n g e s 
as w e l l , a s e n i o r j u s t i c e o f f i c i a l 
s a i d i n B e i j i n g o n D e c e m b e r 7 , 
1 9 8 8 . 

" T h e p r i s o n s i t u a t i o n i s b a s 
i c a l l y s t a b l e , b u t f a c i n g p o 
t e n t i a l p r o b l e m s , " w a r n e d J i n 
J i a n , v i c e - m i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e . 

A d d r e s s i n g a n a t i o n a l c o n 
f e r e n c e o n t h e r e f o r m o f c r i 
m i n a l s a n d r e - e d u c a t i o n o f d e 
l i n q u e n t s , J i n s a i d t h a t e s c a p e s 
h a v e d r o p p e d t o t w o o u t o f 
1 , 0 0 0 , as a g a i n s t 1 2 o u t o f 
1 , 0 0 0 f i v e y e a r s a g o . 

C r i m e r a t e s i n s i d e p r i s o n s 
h a v e s l i d f r o m 0 . 4 2 p e r c e n t i n 
1 9 8 3 t o 0 . 1 7 p e r c e n t c u r r e n t l y , 
h e s a i d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e v i c e -
m i n i s t e r a d m i t t e d t h a t a t e n s e 
s i t u a t i o n h a s a r i s e n i n C h i n a ' s 
p r i s o n s a n d r e f o r m a t o r i e s r e 
c e n t l y . M o r e c r i m i n a l s h a v e 
e s c a p e d f r o m p r i s o n s s i n c e t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 8 8 w h e n c o m 
p a r e d w i t h t h e s a m e p e r i o d o f | 
t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r , t h e v i c e - | 
m i n i s t e r w e n t o n . ' 

T h e r e f o r e , h e u r g e d m o r e e f 
f o r t s t o b e m a d e t o i m p r o v e 
a n d u p d a t e t h e r e f o r m o f c r i 
m i n a l s , a d d i n g t h a t p a s t e f 
f o r t s s u c h as o p e n i n g s p e c i a l 
s c h o o l s h a v e t u r n e d o u t t o b e 
e f f e c t i v e . 

S i n c e 1 9 8 0 C h i n a h a s o p e n e d 
s u c h s c h o o l s i n m o r e t h a n 4 7 0 
p r i s o n s a n d r e f o r m a t o r i e s , a n d 
o v e r 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 c r i m i n a l s a n d d e 
l i n q u e n t s h a v e r e c e i v e d q u a l i 
f i c a t i o n s a f t e r p a s s i n g e x a m s 
o n g e n e r a l k n o w l e d g e a n d v a r 
i o u s t y p e s o f s k i l l s , h e s a i d . • 

Weekly Chronicle 

(January 8-14) 

POLITICAL 

J a n u a r y 8 
• C h i n e s e V i c e - P r e m i e r Y a o 
Y i l i n g o e s t o t h e J a p a n e s e e m 
b a s s y i n B e i j i n g t o e x t e n d h i s 
c o n d o l e n c e s o n t h e d e m i s e o f 
H i s M a j e s t y E m p e r o r H i r o h i t o 
o f J a p a n , w h o h a d s u c c u m b e d 
t o a n i l l n e s s i n T o k y o o n t h e 
p r e v i o u s d a y a t t h e a g e o f 8 7 . 

A c c o m p a n y i n g h i m a r e N g a -
p o i N g a w a n g J i g m e , v i c e -
c h a i r m a n o f t h e S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s , a n d C h e n g 
S i y u a n , v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l 
C o n s u l t a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e . 
J a n u a r y 9 
• S p e a k i n g a t t h e H o n g K o n g 
B a s i c L a w D r a f t i n g C o m m i t 
t e e ' s e i g h t h f u l l s e s s i o n , w h i c h 
o p e n s i n . G u a n g z h o u t o d a y , J i 
P e n g f e i , c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o m 
m i t t e e , s a y s t h a t t h e s e s s i o n 
i s c o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h e t a s k o f 
d i s c u s s i n g p r o p o s a l s o n a n u m 
b e r o f c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s i n 
t h e f i r s t d r a f t o f t h e H o n g 
K o n g b a s i c l a w . I t m u s t a l s o 
w o r k o u t a n e w d r a f t f o r t h e 
N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e t o p u b 
l i s h f o r s o l i c i t i n g o p i n i o n s 
f r o m t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . 
J a n u a r y 1 2 
• A C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y 
s p o k e s m a n s a y s C h i n a a n d I s 
r a e l a g r e e t o k e e p i n c o n t a c t 
t h r o u g h t h e i r p e r m a n e n t r e 
p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s . 

H e s a y s t h a t t h e a g r e e m e n t 
w a s r e a c h e d d u r i n g a m e e t i n g 
i n P a r i s o n J a n u a r y 9 b e t w e e n 
C h i n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r Q i a n 
Q i c h e n a n d h i s I s r a e l i c o u n t e r 
p a r t M o s h e A r e n s . 

ECONOMIC 

J a n u a r y 1 0 
• C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r i a l o u t p u t 
v a l u e l a s t y e a r r e a c h e d 1 , 2 1 3 . 5 
b i l l i o n y u a n , u p 1 7 . 7 p e r c e n t 
f r o m 1 9 8 7 , a c c o r d i n g t o f i 
g u r e s p u b l i s h e d b y t h e S t a t e 
S t a t i s t i c s B u r e a u . 

T h e o u t p u t o f s t e e l i n 1 9 8 8 
w a s 5 9 . 1 8 m i l l i o n t o n s ; c o a l , 
9 4 7 m i l l i o n t o n s ; c r u d e o i l , 
1 3 7 m i l l i o n t o n s ; a n d e l e c t r i c 
p o w e r p r o d u c t i o n w a s 5 3 9 b i l 
l i o n k w h , t h e b u r e a u s a y s . 
J a n u a r y 1 2 
• S p e a k i n g a t a n a t i o n a l c o n 
f e r e n c e o f t h e P e o p l e ' s B a n k 
o f C h i n a , L i G u i x i a n , g o v e r 
n o r o f t h e b a n k , s a y s t h a t a u s 
t e r i t y w i l l h i g h l i g h t C h i n a ' s 
m o n e t a r y p o l i c y i n 1 9 8 9 t o f a 
c i l i t a t e f i n a n c i a l r e f o r m a n d 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n . 

T h e g o v e r n o r h a s w o r k e d 
o u t 1 0 m a j o r p o l i c i e s t o s t r e n g 
t h e n f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l s f o r t h i s 
y e a r . 

CULTURAL 
J a n u a r y 8 
• T h e S h a w F o u n d a t i o n o f 
H o n g K o n g h a s d e c i d e d t o 
d o n a t e H K $ 1 0 5 m i l l i o n t h i s 
y e a r t o 2 2 u n i v e r s i t i e s o n C h i 
n a ' s m a i n l a n d . T h e f o u n d a 
t i o n , a p r i v a t e C h a r i t y o r g a n i 
z a t i o n f o u n d e d b y R u n R u n 
S h a w i n 1 9 7 3 , a l r e a d y d o n a t e d 
m o r e t h a n 2 1 6 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 
o v e r t h e p a s t t w o y e a r s t o 2 5 
u n i v e r s i t i e s a c r o s s t h e m a i n 
l a n d . 

SOCIAL 
; J a n u a r y 9 
i • B a i n g e n E r d i n i G o i g y i 

G y a i n c a i n , v i c e - c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 

I N a t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s , 
l e a v e s B e i j i n g f o r L h a s a a n d 

I w i l l , o n J a n u a r y 2 2 , p r e s i d e 
o v e r a n o p e n i n g c e r e m o n y o f a 
B u d d h i s t m o u r n i n g h a l l c o m 
p l e x r e c e n t l y r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n 
T i b e t . 
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China Urges Total Ban 
On Chemical Weapons 
The following are excerpts from the speech made by Qian Qichen, Chinese 
Foreign Minister and leader of the Chinese delegation, on January 8 at the 
international conference on banning chemical weapons held in Paris. 

B a n n i n g c h e m i c a l wea
pons, an i m p o r t a n t task 
of d i s a rmamen t , has al

ways a t t rac ted m u c h a t t en t ion 
from the in t e rna t iona l com
muni ty . In our view, whi le 
persistent a t ten t ion is given to 
nuclear and convent iona l di
sa rmament , complete prohib i 
tion of chemical weapons mus t 
be taken as an u rgen t and im
por tant task and an object ive 
of our endeavour . This is im
perat ive and urgent for the fol
lowing reasons: 

F i rs t , c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s , 
which are most ba rba rous and 
abominab le , possess fo rmid
able ki l labi l i ty. 

Second, chemica l weapons 
are regarded by some coun
tries as a component part of 
" the rel iable de te r r en t force" 
and an impor tan t factor mak
ing for mi l i ta ry s t rength . 

Th i rd , u p d a t i n g c h e m i c a l 
weapons has been accelera ted 
along with scientific and tech
nological advances . A new ge
nerat ion of super toxic agents 
and toxins and o ther chemica l 
weapons are to come out soon. 

Four th , as the low techni
cal requi rement and p roduc
tion cost make it easy to mass 
produce and acqui re chemica l 
weapons , the i r p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
has become a real p roblem. 

Fifth, over the past 50 years , 
chemica l weapons have al
ready taken the toll of tens of 
thousands of people. The d a r k 
shadow of a chemical war has 
been haun t ing the world and 
threatening mank ind . 

In s teadfast pu r suance of an 
i ndependen t foreign policy of 
peace, Ch ina has been working 
for a las t ing peace. China has 
a lways opposed the a rms race 
in all its forms and stood for 
the comple te p roh ib i t ion and 
tho rough des t ruc t ion of nu
clear , chemica l and space wea
pons and for a dras t ic reduc
t ion of c o n v e n t i o n a l a rma
ments . China ne i the r possess
es nor produces chemica l wea
pons. The Chinese people were 
once subjected to the scourge 
of chemica l weapons. 

Even to da te , we f ind, from 
t ime to t i m e , old c h e m i c a l 
weapons left in China by for
eign aggresssors. As a signa
tory to the Geneva Protocol , 
C h i n a is always against the use 
of chemica l weapons . We sup
por t the U N Sec re t a ry -
G e n e r a l in his con t inued ef
forts to play a role, with a 
m a n d a t e from the G e n e r a l As
sembly and the Secur i ty Coun
cil, in the inves t igat ion into 
the use of chemica l weapons . 
We are opposed to the prolifer
a t ion of chemical weapons in 
any form. We are also opposed 
to the a t t empt by any coun t ry 
to t h rea t en the secur i ty of an
o ther coun t ry unde r pre text of 
one k ind or ano ther in connec
tion wi th chemical weapons. 

Ch ina has all along stood for 
the ear ly conclusion of an in
te rna t iona l convent ion on the 
comple te p roh ib i t ion of chem
ical weapons and taken an ac
tive par t in the re levant ne
got ia t ions . For the tho rough 

removal of the threa t posed 
by chemical weapons to world 
peace and securi ty, we propose 
to adopt the following mea
sures: ' 

1. F i rmly safeguard the val
idity of the 1925 Geneva Pro
tocol. Al l the cont rac t ing par
ties mus t t ruly honour the i r 
c o m m i t m e n t under the P ro to 
col not to use chemical wea
pons. Non-cont rac t ing par t ies 
should also be called upon to 
comply with this in t e rna t iona l 
norm and accede to the P ro to 
col as soon as possible so as 
to extend its universal appl i 
cat ion. 

2. Urge the states par t ic i 
pat ing in the Geneva d i sa rma
ment ta lks to expedite negot ia
tions and conclude at an ear ly 
date an in te rna t iona l conven
tion on banning the research, 
development , p roduc t ion , ac
qu is i t ion , s tockpi l ing, r e t en 
tion and use of chemical wea
pons . The new c o n v e n t i o n 
should give top pr ior i ty to the 
efforts for thorough des t ruc
t ion of the existing chemical 
weapons and of the i r prod
uc t ion fac i l i t ies , a s s u r a n c e 
aga ins t the m a n u f a c t u r e of 
new chemica l weapons and 
prevent ion of their develop
ment . To ensure compl iance of 
the convent ion, it is essential 
to provide for necessary and 
effect ive ve r i f i ca t ion mea
sures . The convent ion should 
not impede d e v e l o p m e n t of 
civi l ian chemical indus t ry and 
in te rna t iona l co-operat ion in 
this regard . 
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3. C o u n t r i e s w i t h t h e l a r g e s t 
a r s e n a l s o f c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s 
s h o u l d t a k e t h e l e a d i n e n s u r 
i n g a n i m m e d i a t e h a l t t o 
d e v e l o p m e n t , p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
t r a n s f e r o f c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s , 
u n d e r t a k i n g n e v e r t o u s e s u c h 

w e a p o n s a n d p l e d g i n g t o d e s 
t r o y t h e m w i t h i n t h e s h o r t e s t 
p o s s i b l e t i m e . 

4 . a l l c h e m i c a l - w e a p o n -
c a p a b l e c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d s t o p 
t h e r e s e a r c h , d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
p r o d u c t i o n o f c h e m i c a l w e a 

p o n s . 
C o h i p l e t e p r o h i b i t i o n o f 

c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s i s a n a r 
d u o u s t a s k f a c i n g t h e w h o l e 
m a k i n d . W e a r e f u l l y c o n f i 
d e n t , h o w e v e r , o f f u l f i l l i n g 
t h i s h e a v y t a s k h i s t o r y h a s e n 
t r u s t e d t o u s . • 

N E W S A N A L Y S I S 

Talks Bode Well for South Asia 
Pakistani-Indian relations have had a history chequered by both progress 
and setbacks. Recent talks between their leaders will undoubtedly bring 
benefit to both peoples and to all of South Asia. 
by Ren Yujun 

T
h e e y e - c a t c h i n g n e w s a t 
t h e S o u t h A s i a n A s s o 
c i a t i o n o f R e g i o n a l C o 

o p e r a t i o n ( S A A R C ) m e e t i n g 
i n I s l a m a b a d l a s t D e c e m b e r 
w a s t h a t I n d i a n P r i m e M i n i s 
t e r R a j i v G a n d h i a n d P a k i s -

' t a n i P r i m e M i n i s t e r B e n a z i r 
B h u t t o w e r e t a l k i n g . A f t e r 
t h r e e r o u n d s o f a i r i n g t h e i s 
s u e s , t h e y s e t t h e i r s i g n a t u r e s 
t o t h r e e a g r e e m e n t s : h a n d s o f f 
e a c h o t h e r ' s n u c l e a r i n s t a l l a 
t i o n s , a w a y w i t h d o u b l e t a x a 
t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s 
a n d f u l l s t e a m a h e a d o n c u l 
t u r a l e x c h a n g e s . T h i s w a s 
q u i t e a N e w Y e a r ' s p a c k a g e 
f r o m t h e s e t w o l e a d e r s t o t h e 
p e o p l e o f t h e i r t w o c o u n t r i e s 
a n d t h e S o u t h A s i a n r e g i o n . 

I n d i a a n d P a k i s t a n , b o t h 
p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e s o n t h e f a c e 
o f S o u t h A s i a , h a v e c l o s e h i s 
t o r i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l t i e s . 
P o o l e d , t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n i s 
o n e - f i f t h t h a t o f t h e e n t i r e 
w o r l d . S i n c e t h e i r i n d e p e n d 
e n c e f r o m G r e a t B r i t a i n , t h e 
t w o c o u n t r i e s c h e w e d a t t h e 
b o n e o f c o n t e n t i o n i n r e g a r d t o 
t e r r i t o r i e s , r a c e a n d r e l i g i o n . 
T h i s , i n t u r n , h a s c h o k e d s o 
c i a l s t a b i l i t y a n d e c o n o m i c 
p r o g r e s s . 

A f t e r t h e b i r t h o f t h e n e w l y 

e l e c t e d P a k i s t a n i g o v e r n m e n t , 
t h e l e a d e r s o f I n d i a a n d P a k i s 
t a n m o t i o n e d a d e s i r e t o i m 
p r o v e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e i r 
c o u n t r i e s . A s B h u t t o w a s 
s w o r n i n , G a n d h i m e s s a g e d 
h i s g o o d w i l l b y s e n d i n g w a r m 
g r e e t i n g s . T o c r e a t e a f a v o u r 
a b l e a t m o s p h e r e , I n d i a c a n 
c e l l e d a n a n n u a l w i n t e r m i l 
i t a r y e x e r c i s e a l o n g t h e 
I n d i a n - P a k i s t a n i b o r d e r . 
B h u t t o , t o o , r e p e a t e d l y s t a t e d 
t h a t s h e h o p e d t o see r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s i m 
p r o v e d , a n d a s k e d R . : n n d h i 
t o e x t e n d h i s v i s i t t o P a k i s t a n 

a f e w d a y s l o n g e r a f t e r t h e 
f o u r t h S A A R C m e e t i n g . 

D u r i n g t h e S A A R C g a t h e r 
i n g t h e t w o l e a d e r s h e l d t h e i r 
o w n r o u n d s o f b i l a t e r a l t a l k s 
as w e l l a s t a k i n g p a r t i n d a i l y 
m u l t i l a t e r a l c o n f e r e n c e s . T h e 
t h r e e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d a g r e e 
m e n t s a r e a p o s i t i v e o u t c o m e 
o f s u c h e f f o r t s . A t t h e i r j o i n t 
p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e t h e t w o p r i m e 
m i n i s t e r s p l e d g e d t o d o t h e i r 
u t m o s t t o w a r d s i m p r o v i n g r e 
l a t i o n s b j e t w e e n t h e t w o n a 
t i o n s . R . G a n d h i r e m i n i s c e d 
a b o u t h o w B . B h u t t o ' s f a t h e r , 
Z u l f i k a r A l i B h u t t o , a n d h i s 
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mother, Ind i ra G a n d h i , had 
signed the Simla Agreemen t , 
the first formal pact between 
their two countr ies . He also 
noted that his visit would he lp 
normal ize the d ip lomat ic tem
peratures . 

B. Bhut to said that the three 
agreements au tographed at Is
lamabad are of great signific
ance, and that it was the first 
such c o - a u t h o r s h i p be tween 
their two countr ies in the past 
16 years. 

However , the two leaders 
frankly recognized their part
ing of the ways in regard to 
resolving the bubbl ing issues 
in J a m m u , Kashmi r and the 
Siachen Glacier areas , as well 
as racial and rel igious con
flicts. U n d e r the Simla Agree
ment, the two sides had agreed 
to meet to discuss the "fin
al set t lement of J a m m u and 

K a s h m i r " in the event that a 
du rab le peace preceded. 

Simla is the capi ta l of Hima-
chal P radesh of India , 270 kil
omet res no r th of Delh i . The 
remote and inhospi tab le Siach
en Glac ie r lies in the eastern 
K a r a k o r a m range in no r the rn 
K a s h m i r and is 17 k i lometres 
in length. Since 1984 the two 
count r ies have been fighting 
each o ther in tha t area. 

The Ind i an leader recent ly 
said tha t the two coun t r i e s ' 
min is te rs have begun to ne
go t i a t e a b o u t the above-
ment ioned sore spots, and that 
their governments backed such 
positive contac ts . The coun
tries of South Asia are equal 
and such co -ope ra t ive ex
changes will lubr ica te the i r re
la t ions, he said. The Pakis tan i 
pr ime minis te r also indica ted 
that the two sides would not be 

wide-eyed about future diffi
cult ies. She noted that the two 
count r ies should remove all 
obs tac les step by s t ep . "We 
hope that we will reach a sa
t isfactory conclus ion ," she ad
ded. 

Ind ia and Pak i s tan weigh 
heavi ly on the scales of South 
Asian stabil i ty and prosper i ty . 
Thei r peace and co-operat ion 
are a regional gain; their con
f ronta t ion a loss.Hand in hand 
their f irst-generation leaders 
fought for their count r ies ' in
dependence and nat ional l iber
a t ion. Today, the people pin 
thei r hope upon new leaders , 
who must solve the puzzles 
their parents could not. The 
Chinese people hope tha t these 
two countr ies will r e t u r n to 
real normal i ty , and this will 
benefit the people of the whole 
region. 

Idealism, Realism: The Weave of US China Policy 

This is the second and last part of the article. The first part appeared in 
our last issue. 

by Wang J is i 

IV 
Ronald Reagan came to the 

presidency when the Uni t ed 
States ' s t rength, i n t e rna t iona l 
s tatus and prestige had taken a 
nose dive. Domest ical ly , con
servatism was the rage. In for
eign rela t ions , there arose a 
new realism and c lar i ty of pur
pose that called upon the Un
ited States to reshoulder the 
responsibil i ty of "making the 
world safe for d e m o c r a c y . " 
Amer icans had hoped that a 
resolute and hawkish leader 
would appear to re invigora te 
their count ry and resume its 
leading role in the world. 

A new n a t i o n a l i s m t h a t 
cropped up in the ear ly 1980s 

was charac te r i zed by a reborn 
an t i - communi sm. This b rand 
of "Red-bash ing" was not only 
opposed to Soviet expansion
ism but also was a imed at 
c rea t ing a global policy that 
would keep any communis t s 
from assuming power. As Ar
thur Schlesinger , Jr., a noted 
h i s tor ian , pointed out , "The 
R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n sees 
the wor ld not t h r o u g h the 
pr ism of his tory but of ideolo
gy." Though giving lip-service 
to the pr inciple of real ism, Re
agan made almost no men t ion 
of the balance of power pr inci 
ple in t r ad i t iona l d ip lomacy or 
of the world 's t rend towards 
mul t i po lar iza t ion . 

G e n e r a l l y speak ing , Re

agan 's d ip lomacy , especial ly 
dur ing his first t e rm in office, 
was very clearly e a r m a r k e d 
wi th ideology. Reagan pro
claimed several t imes that he 
f requent ly urged prayer "for 
the salvat ion of all those who 
live in a t o t a l i t a r i a n da rk 
ness ." His a t t empt to apply 
this an t i - communis t pr inciple 
to his China policies near ly 
wrecked Sino-US re la t ions . At 
tha t t ime Reagan 's chums in 
the White House were ext reme 
conse rva t i s t s and they , l ike 
Reagan, energet ical ly advocat
ed the off icial re-
e s t ab l i shmen t of d i p l o m a t i c 
re la t ions with Ta iwan . In the 
opposite corner was the Re
agan admin i s t ra t ion ' s first Se-
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Chinese Ambassador Han Xu and former US President Richard Nixon at the 15th anniversary of the Shanghai normalization 
communique view a picture of the latter and Chairman Mao. 

c re ta ry of Sta te A l e x a n d e r 
Haig. Proceeding from the Un
ited States ' s trategic in teres ts , 
he ac t ive ly suppo r t ed the 
p romot ion of US r e l a t i ons 
with China. He later recalled 
that he was s trongly opposed 
by some government skeptics 
who failed to convince them
selves tha t all c o m m u n i s t s 
were not the same and that 
nat ional interests , at the very 
least, like ideology, are the sa
fest guidelines for na t iona l be
haviour . Reagan, on the con
trary, disagreed with h im. 

Haig 's successor , George 
Shultz , worked well in harness 
with Reagan. A l though he was 
publicly t ight- l ipped about Re
agan's principle of ideal ism, 
Shultz used his policy speeches 
and diplomat ic act ivi t ies as a 
bil lboard for his own pragma
tism. He once pointed out that 

a s t a u n c h pursu i t of mora l 
pr inciples could not r-eplace a 
correct foreign d ip lomacy . 

Judging from the US side, 
the fact that Sino-US re la t ions 
went back on a s teady pa th of 
d e v e l o p m e n t af ter the A u 
gust 17 C o m m u n i q u e of 1982 
showed that some ideologues 
in the Whi t e House lost the i r 
favour . Reagan , somewhat of a 
Lone Ranger , is not a presi
dent who powwows with his 
aides on every th ing . Rela t ions 
wi th C h i n a were g r a d u a l l y 
t ransfer red into the discreet 
and exper ienced hands of State 
D e p a r t m e n t officials, and the 
gove rnmen t seemed to perk up 
its ears in regard to the policy 
suggest ions of experts . These 
experts proceeded to manufac 
ture thei r China policies after 
some marke t research on the 
global and Asian-Pacif ic s tra

tegic balance , as well as on the 
economic interes ts of the Unit
ed States. 

In the mid-1980s , US di
p l o m a t i c c o m m u n i t y and 
C h i n a affa i rs exper t s re-
explored the t r i angu la r rela
t i onsh ip among the Uni t ed 
States , the Soviet Un ion and 
China . The var ious schools of 
thought agreed tha t from the 
US s tandpoin t , the heyday of 
the s trategic t r iangle was in 
the ear ly 1970s when the Unit
ed States had bet ter relat ions 
with both China and the USSR 
than ei ther had with the oth
er. Playing both sides of the 
fence, the Uni ted States had 
gained the most polit ical be
nefi ts . However , this "swing" 
posi t ion once held by the Un
i ted Sta tes was not l ikely 
to re-emerge. The "strategic 
t r i ang le" has changed greatly. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

U n d e r s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s h a d t o r e a d j u s t 
i t s s t r a t e g y i n o r d e r t o r e g a i n 
i t s f a v o u r a b l e p o s i t i o n . S o m e 
p e o p l e w e r e s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e 
s t r a t e g i c t r i a n g l e c o n c e p t . 
W i n s t o n L o r d , U S a m b a s s a d o r 
t o C h i n a , n o t e d t h a t t h e " s t r a 
t e g i c t r i a n g l e " w a s a c a t c h y 
p h a s e b u t n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y i l l u 
m i n a t i n g . I n h i s e y e s , i t w a s 
b u t o n e o f m a n y i n t e r s e c t i n g 
p a t t e r n s t h a t c o m p r i s e d a c o m 
p l e x b a l a n c e o f p o w e r . T h e R e 
a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s p o l i c y 
t o w a r d s C h i n a t h e n h a s b e e n a 
t h r o w b a c k t o t h a t o f t h e N i x o n 
a n d e a r l y C a r t e r a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n s . T h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n a t t e m p t e d t o m a i n t a i n a 
b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e U S r e l a 
t i o n s w i t h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 
a n d t h o s e w i t h C h i n a a t l a r g e . 
B e t w e e n C h i n a a n d t h e n o n -
c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s o f A s i a , 
t h e R e a g a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s 
g i v e n g r e a t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o 
t h e l a t t e r . 

T h e c o m p a r a t i v e l y r e a l i s t 
p o l i c y t o w a r d s C h i n a d u r i n g 
t h e a u t u m n o f t h e R e a g a n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s s o m e t i m e s 
c a u s e d d i s p u t e s . F o r e x a m p l e , 
i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 7 , w h e n t h e 
D a l a i L a m a v i s i t e d t h e A m e r 
i c a n C o n g r e s s , t h e S e n a t e 
p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n d e m a n d i n g 
t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t l i n k t h e 
h i g h - t e c h t r a n s f e r t o C h i n a 
w i t h a n a p p e a l t o t h e C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t f o r " i m p r o v i n g 
h u m a n r i g h t s i n T i b e t . " T h e 
U S S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t d e a l t a 
r e b u t t a l p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h e 
U S h a d n o b u s i n e s s s t i c k i n g i t s 
n o s e i n t o C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c a f 
f a i r s a n d t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n i n 
T i b e t w a s g e t t i n g b e t t e r . B u t 
t h e r a b b l e - r o u s e r s d i d n o t d e s 
i s t . S o m e a c c u s e d t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t o f h o l d i n g " d o u b l e s t a n 
d a r d s " i n r e g a r d t o h u m a n 
r i g h t s : c o n d e m n i n g t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n w h i l e l e t t i n g C h i n a o f f 
t h e h o o k . F r o m t h i s i t i s e v i 
d e n t t h a t A m e r i c a i s f r a u g h t 
w i t h d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d o b s t a c l e s 

w h e n e f f o r t s a r e m a d e t o i m 
p l e m e n t a c o n s i s t a n t r e a l i s t 
p o l i c y t o w a r d s C h i n a . 

V 
T o d a y , a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n 

i d e a l i s m a n d r e a l i s m s u r e l y 
h a s b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e o r y 
as t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e o f U S 
d i p l o m a c y . I n p r a c t i c e , h o w e v 
e r , U S d i p l o m a c y i s a t e e t e r -
t o t t e r ' s r i d e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
v i e w s . H i s t o r y h a s s e e n i n t e r 
a c t i o n s a m o n g f o l l o w i n g f a c 
t o r s i n f l u e n c e t h e t r e n d s o f U S 
d i p l o m a c y : 

1 . T h e w a x i n g a n d w a n i n g o f 
t h e U S p o w e r p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
w o r l d ' s p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e . T o 
d a y ' s U S l e a d e r s c o n s i d e r t h e i r 
c o u n t r y a r u n g a b o v e t h e S o 
v i e t U n i o n i n t e r m s o f p o w e r 
a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n f i d e n c e . S o 
i d e o l o g i c a l s t a n d a r d s w i l l m o s t 
l i k e l y b e r e a s s e r t e d i n f u t u r e 
d e a l i n g s w i t h s o c i a l i s t a n d 
t h i r d w o r l d c o u n t r i e s . 

2 . T h e t u g - o f - w a r s f o r d i 
p l o m a t i c p o w e r b e t w e e n t h e 
p r e s i d e n t ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e 
p a r t m e n t s a n d t h e U S C o n 
g r e s s . I n g e n e r a l , r e a l i s t i c d i 
p l o m a c y i s u p p e r m o s t i n t h e 
m i n d s o f o f f i c i a l s i n a d m i n i s 
t r a t i v e d e p a r t m e n t s , s u c h as 
t h o s e o f S t a t e a n d D e f e n c e , 
a n d a m o n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f 
f a i r s e x p e r t s . I d e a l i s m f i n d s a 
b e t t e r m a r k e t i n t h e C o n g r e s s 
a n d a m o n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e s l i c e 
o f t h e m e d i a . T h e s e t w o g r o u p s 
a l s o h a v e a v o i c e i n t h e g o v 
e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c y - m a k i n g a n d 
e n f o r c e m e n t d e c i s i o n s . 

3 . T h e m e a n d e r i n g s o f p a r t y 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d o f e a c h p r e s i 
d e n t ' s p e r s o n a l i d e o l o g i e s . 

4 . T h e d o m e s t i c f o o t p r i n t s o f 
p o l i t i c a l t h o u g h t i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . G e n e r a l o d d s a r e t h a t 
t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e t r e n d o f 
t h o u g h t s u r e l y w i l l c a r r y i t s 
c u r r e n t a d v a n t a g e i n t o t h e 
p o s t - R e a g a n y e a r s . 

W h e t h e r r e a l i s m o r i d e a l 
i s m , b o t h a r e c a p a b l e o f p r o d 

u c i n g s o m e n e g a t i v e e f f e c t s o n 
t h e U S C h i n a p o l i c y . R e a l i s 
t i c n e g a t i v i t y h a s t w o p o s s i b l e 
f o r m s o f e x p r e s s i o n . O n t h e 
o n e h a n d , a b a l a n c e - o f - p o w e r 
p l a y c a n s e t r e l a t i o n s o u t o f 
j o i n t . T h i s m a y o c c u r w h e n t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s m a k e s a h i g h es 
t i m a t e o f i t s o w n a n d i t s a l l i e s ' 
s t r e n g t h a n d g i v e s a l o w e s t i 
m a t e t o t h e p o t e n c y o f t h e S o 
v i e t U n i o n a n d i t s a l l i e s . U n 
d e r s u c h c o n d i t i o n s , U S 
p o l i c y - m a k e r s a r e a p t t o n e g 
l e c t C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o s 
i t i o n a n d r o l e , f i g u r i n g t h a t 
C h i n a ' s s t r a t e g i c a n d e c o n o 
m i c h u n g e r s f o r w h a t t h e U S 
c a n p r o v i d e a r e g r e a t e r t h a n 
t h e c r u m b s C h i n a c o u l d g i v e 
t h e U S . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
w h e n t h e U S s t r e n g t h i s c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y w e a k e n e d , i t m a y 
a t t e m p t t o d r a w C h i n a i n t o i t s 
o w n g a m e o f g l o b a l s t r a t e g y , 
t h a t i s " p l a y t h e C h i n a c a r d . " 
T h e s e t w o c o n d i t i o n s h a v e 
b o t h a p p e a r e d s i n c e t h e d e 
t e n t e i n S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s . I n 
t h e f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e , e s p e 
c i a l l y i f S o v i e t - U S r e l a t i o n s 
c o n t i n u e t o i m p r o v e , t h e f o r m 
e r i s m o r e p l a u s i b l e . 

T h e n e g a t i v e r o l e o f i d e a l 
i s m i s m o r e o b v i o u s . I d e a l i s m , 
o u t o f n e c e s s i t y , a c c e n t u a t e s 
t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s ' d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n s o c i a l s y s t e m a n d i d e o l o g y 
a n d r a i s e s q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e 
U S n e e d t o f u r t h e r r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h C h i n a b e c a u s e C h i n a i s 
s t i l l a " c o m m u n i s t s t a t e . " I t 
a l s o m e a s u r e s C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l 
p o l i c i e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e , p o l 
i t i c a l m o r a l i t y o f t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d e v e n b o o s t e r s i n t e r 
f e r e n c e i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l a f 
f a i r s . 

H o w e v e r , m o r e a n d m o r e 
A m e r i c a n s h a v e r e c o g n i z e d 
t h a t a h e a l t h y d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f S i n o - U S r e l a t i o n s n o t o n l y 
c o n f o r m s t o U S l o n g - t e r m i n 
t e r e s t s , b u t a l s o i s a n i d e a l o b 
j e c t i v e w o r t h y o f b e i n g p u r 
s u e d . • 
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CULTURE & TRADITION 

Picking out the Pieces 
The very phrase "Chinese culture" summons up an image of a monolithic 
unity—a tradition that existed for century upon century undergoing little 
fundamental change. But this article says that China's traditional culture 
is the product formed through the mingling and interactions of many 
people and schools of thought. 

by Shao Hanming and Wang Yankun 

odernization is an enor
mous project of social 
systematization. The 

underlying goal is not simply 
the updating of material prod
uction, science and technolo
gy: Of far greater importance 
is the remoulding of ethics and 
culture. To realize this, it is 
both urgent and realistic to 
reunderstand and re-evaluate 
China's long-standing tradi
tional culture, as it is this 
which provides the historical 
and cultural basis for building 
a new socialist culture. 

Traditional Culture 
Studies of China's tradition

al culture in recent years have 
tended to equate it solely with 
Confucianism or the culture 
and philosophical ideology of 
the Han nationality. This uni
tary understanding, however, 
does not tally with historical 
reality. China 's t radi t ional 
culture cannot be solely equat
ed with Confucianism, nor can 
it be summed up as the culture 
of Han nat ional i ty alone, 
or even as the philosophical 
ideology of a certain social 
stratum. In fact, China's trad
itional culture is a complex or
ganic structure comprised of 
many layers and interwoven 

strands. 
Without question, Confu

cianism occupies a conspi
cuous position in China's trad
itional culture, and its teach
ings have had an inestimable 
impact on the character and 
psychological structure of the 
Chinese people and nation. So 
great indeed that it would be 
impossible to evaluate trad
itional culture without dis
cussing Confucianism. 

But this is by no means 
the whole story. Many other 
schools of thought and ideolo
gy have exercised a major in
fluence on China's traditional 
culture. For example, during 
the Spring and A u t u m n 
and Warr ing States periods 
(770-221 BC) China's culture 
flourished. A situation existed 
which could easily be summed 
up as "letting a hundred flow
ers blossom, a hundred schools 
of thought contend." 

Apart -from the Confucian 
school of Confucius and Men-
cius, there were the Mohists 
(founded by Mo Di) , the 
Taoists (founded by Lao Zi 
and Zhuang Zi), the Legalists 
(who stood for government 
by law), the Yin-Yang school 
(whose major proponent was 
Dong Zhongshu who explained 
the changes of dynasties with 

the ideas of yin and yang and 
the five elements of metal, 
wood, water, fire and earth), 
the Logician school (whose 
central ideas revolved around 
arguments about the relations 
between concepts and facts), 
and the militarist school (re
presented by Sun Bing's mili
tary writings and discussions 
of war). 

With the decline of the 
Western Han Dynasty (206 
BC-24), the Taoist teaching of 
governing by doing nothing 
that goes against nature came 
into vogue, before being re
placed by Confucianism. 
Neither of these, schools, how
ever, rigidly adhered to the 
original ideas of Taoism and 
Confucianism. They both 
readily absorbed themes and 
influences from each other, as 
well as taking concepts from 
other schools. 

Similarly, the Xuan Xue 
school of the Wei and Jin dy
nasties (220-420) took Taoist 
naturalism as its main body 
but supplemented it with the 
ethical concepts of Confucius 
and Mencius. By the time of 
the Sui and Tang dynasties 
(581-907), Buddhism, which 
had entere(? China during the 
early Eastern Han Dynasty 
(25-220), had gained wides-
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pread p o p u l a r i t y , and was 
proving equally as s t rong as 
Confucianism and Taoism in 
picking up disciples. The three 
schools constant ly argued and 
fought across the r ea lm of 
ideas, but s imul taneous ly per
meated and inf luenced each 
other , leading to the emerg
ence of neo -Confuc i an i sm 
with its ideal is t f o u n d a t i o n 
and highly developed theory 
dur ing the Song (960-1279) 
and Ming (1368-1644) dynas
ties. 

It is t rue that Han people 
comprise the main body of the 
Chinese nat ion, and the cul
ture of Han na t iona l i ty is Chi
na's pr inc ipa l cu l t u r e . How
ever, China ' s enormous popu
lation comprises m a n y na t ion
al i t ies . F r o m a rchaeo log i ca l 
excavat ions, we can see that 
the ancestors of China ' s var
ious nat ional i t ies had created 
cul tures with their own dis
t inctive character is t ics as far 
back as the Stone Age. N o r t h 
of the Great Wall, the ances
tors of the nomadic and h u n t 
ing nationali t ies had a well-
established microl i th ic cu l tu re 
character ized by the use of 
fine stone implements . In cen
tral China, the Huax ia people 
(later known as the Han) esta
blished what- are now known 
as the Yangshao and Longshan 
cul tures , the former charac te r 
ized by coloured pot tery and 
the latter by black pot te ry . In 
the lower and midd le reaches 
of the Changj iang (Yang tze ) 
River, there are vestiges of the 
stamped o r n a m e n t e d pot te ry 
cul ture created by the ances
tors of several minor i ty na
t ional i t ies . In G a n s u and 
Qinghai p rov inces in nor 
thwest Ch ina , ev idence has 
been uncovered of the Majiay-
ao cul ture , while the people of 
Taiwan evolved their own dis
t inctive New Stone Age cul
ture. 

The history of the growth of 

the H a n na t iona l i t y is the his
tory of a t r a n s m u t a t i o n . It is a 
h i s to ry of the incessent merg-
ings of var ious e thnic groups 
unde r the ca ta ly t ic inf luence 
of H a n c u l t u r e . Becuase of 
this , it is wrong to ident i fy the 
Han na t iona l i ty of today with 
the Huax ia people of ancient 
Ch ina . 

In te rms of the format ion of 
Chinese cu l tu re over the cen
tur ies , it is not only the impact 
and inf luence of the H a n cul
tu re over the cu l tu res of mi
nor i ty na t ional i t ies tha t must 
be t aken in to account , bu t also 
the effect of the la t ter on the 
fo rmer . I t is this ser ies of 
i n t e r - r e a c t i o n s be tween na
t ional cu l tures which finally 
lead to the f o r m a t i o n of a 
un ique ly Chinese cu l tu re . 

It follows therefore that Chi
na 's t r ad i t iona l cu l tu re should 
be viewed as a m u l t i 
d imens iona l s t ruc tu re , which 
can be divided into two princi
pal par ts . Deep below the sur
face lays a layer composed of 
non- ra t iona l expressions such 
as folk cus toms and the popu
lar psyche and its behav ioura l 
mani fes ta t ions , while on the 
surface itself is a layer made 
up of the e lements of ra t iona l 
ideology such as phi losophical 
theory , e thical concepts and 
poli t ics and law. The creators 
and inher i to rs of the deeper 
layer are ma in ly the common 
people , while the surface pr in
cipal ly belongs to scholars and 
the nobi l i ty . To use ano ther 
s imile , the surface layer cul
tu re can be seen as the branch
es and leaves of a t ree , while 
the deeper layer cons t i tu tes its 
t r u n k . 

A l t h o u g h compara t ive ly in
d e p e n d e n t , these two layers 
h a v e i n t e r a c t e d and inf lu
enced each o ther . At the same 
t ime, changes in social and his
to r i ca l cond i t i ons h a v e led 
to the var ious componen t s of 
t rad i t iona l cu l t u r e undergoing 

var ious slower or more rapid 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s . Such being 
the case, we should not regard 
t r ad i t iona l cu l tu re in an ossi
fied manne r , -nor view it as 
a un i t a ry phi losophica l and 
ideological whole, but r a the r 
see it as a ne twork of s t rands , 
many of them cont rad ic tory 
and all of them subject to pos-
sib]e_ changes . In shor t , it 
shou ld be u n d e r s t o o d as 
f ramework of rec iprocal inf lu
ences comprised of many par t s 
and factors. 

Theoretical Areas 
The ra t ional par t of Ch ina ' s 

t r ad i t iona l cul ture can be div
ided in to four p r i n c i p a l 
theore t ica l areas: humanism' , 
ideal ism, realism and i n tu i -
t ionism. 

Humanism is the most p rom
inent of these. Al though m a n y 
people regard h u m a n i s m or 
human i t a r i an i sm as solely a 
crea t ion of the European Re
naissance, it in fact also exist
ed and exercised great inf lu
ence in China ' s t rad i t iona l cul
ture . One of the general fea
tures of human i sm is its focus 
on the s tudy of the h u m a n 
being, and this feature is clear
ly visible in the t r ad i t iona l 
Chinese view of the h u m a n 
spiri t . As early as the Spring 
and A u t u m n and W a r r i n g 
Sta les per iods , t e rms such 
as " h u m a n consciousness" or 
" the discovery of be ing" were 
used f requent ly . 

Unl ike the ancient Greeks , 
who paid a t t en t ion only to the 
s tudy of na tu ra l phi losophy in 
thei r pa ins tak ing search for 
ihe u l t ima te noumenon of the 
universe so as to explain the 
b i r th and development of all 
th ings, the s tar t ing point for 
the th inkers of ancient China 
was the existence of mank ind 
itself. For them, na tu re was 
not purely objective, but an 
object which existed for man
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CHINA 
kind. This made them regard 
the various phenomena of life 
not as mysterious and unfath
omable, but as possessing their 
own laws and behaviour, and 
so allowed human beings to oc
cupy a lofty position in nature. 
The notion that the existence 
and life of human beings had 
such a universal significance 
with which nothing else can be 
compared can clearly be seen 
in the doctrines of Confucian
ism, Taoism and the Mohist 
school, and indicates the high 
level of humanist conscious
ness in ancient China. 

Idealism is related to the hu
manist trait of revering human 
interests, and can readily be 
seen in China's traditional cul
ture. Almost without excep
tion, all the thinkers and phi
losophers of ancient China 
constructed their ideological 
systems around a conception 
of the ideal society and way of 
life. All the theses of Confu
cianism, Taoism and Mohism 
contain formulations for the 
perfect society through the es
tablishment of a common ethi
cal code for a secular world. 
Although each school has its 
own understanding of what 
this should be, they share one 
thing in common: a desire for 
harmonious order. 

If we compare China's ideal
ism with that of the West, we 
can see that whereas the ideals 
of the latter fundamentally are 
located in an external world 
and can only be reached 
through the acquisition of 
knowledge and beliefs, for the 
Chinese they exist principally 
in a subjective inner world and 
are obtained only through self-
cultivated wisdom. 

Intuitionism formed the 
characteristic methodology of 
traditional Chinese philoso
phy. As stated above, it was 
believed the ideal world could 
only be attained through self-
cultivated wisdom. As a result, 

more at tention was paid to 
the inner world of the spir
it, which rendered intuition
ism the most natural mode of 
thinking. (It should be pointed 
out that Western culture also 
has its intuitional tradition, al
though it differs greatly from 
China's.) 

In inheriting traditional 
culture and its theoretical 
concepts, we must 
neither absorb it all 
uncritically nor 
nihilistically set out to 
eradicate it. 
Fundamentally, our task 
is to reunderstand it and 
avoid the excesses of 
simply dividing it into the 
two parts of essence and 
dross. Comrade Mao 
Zedong's principle that 
we should absorb the 
essence and reject the 
dross remains an 
irrefutable truth which 
must still be abided by in 
today's world. 

Western intuitionism is one 
branch of epistemology. It is 
an important way in which 
people acquire knowledge on 
things about the world and the 
human self, and even the univ
erse and God. And although 
Chinese intuitionism is not a 
pure method of understand
ing and acquiring knowledge. 

it can be an effective way to 
cultivate ethical and other val
ues. China's intuitionist theory 
is embodied in the doctrines 
of the Confucianist (mainly 
Mencius and neo-
Confucianist) and Taoist 
schools, as well as those of 
Buddhism (mainly the Chan 
sect—the meditative or intui
tional sect). 

Realism is often placed in 
opposition to idealism. In trad
itional Chinese culture, how
ever, they form a unity. For 
many ancient thinkers, both 
society's political ideals and 
individual moral ideals were 
not unattainable, but could be 
realized in secular world's ev
eryday life—as can be seen, 
for example, in classical Con
fucianism. 

Chinese Buddhism followed 
a similar path. After being in
troduced to China from India 
through the Western Regions 
(a Han Dynasty term for the 
area west of Yumenguan, in
cluding what is now Xinjiang 
and parts of Central Asia), 
Buddhism not only grew to 
form a major component of 
Chinese culture, but under
went various quali tat ive 
changes. One of the principal 
refinements was to make it 
more worldly, removing the 
restrictions on who could be 
called a practising Buddhist. 
As a Chinese saying put it, "A 
butcher becomes a Buddha the 
moment he drops his cleaver 
—a wrongdoer achieves salva
tion as soon as he gives up 
evil." 

Criticism & Inheritance 
In inheriting traditional cul

ture and its theoretical con
cepts, we must neither absorb 
it all uncritically nor nihilisti
cally set out to eradicate it. 
Fundamentally, our task is to 
reunderstand it and avoid the 
excesses of simply dividing it 
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in to the two par ts of essence 
and dross. Comrade M a o Ze
dong's p r inc ip l e t h a t we 
should absorb the essence and 
reject the dross r emains an ir
refutable t r u t h w h i c h m u s t 
still be abided by in today 's 
world. 

The p rob lem, however , is 
dist inguishing between the ess
ence and the dross, pa r t i cu la r 
ly as they have largely become 
in t e rming led in m a n y ele
ments of China ' s t r ad i t iona l 
cul ture . Looked at h is tor ica l 
ly, we can see that m a n y th ings 
once regarded as mer i to r ious 
have been t r ans fo rmed over 
t ime into severe faul ts , and 
vice versa. This serves to re
mind us, tha t t r ad i t ion is not a 
static th ing: As well as cri
ticizing and inher i t ing t r ad i 
tion, it has to be both sur
passed and created afresh. In 
short , a new nat ional cu l tu re 
has to be formed which is bo th 
sui table for the present era 
and adequa te ly ref lec ts t he 
character is t ics of China ' s his
tory. How should our t r ad i t ion 
be cr i t ic ized , i n h e r i t e d and 
surpassed? As a p r e l im ina ry 
step, I th ink it is necessary to 
clarify the following re la t ions . 

First of all , the re la t ion be
tween his tory and real i ty mus t 
be considered. N o cu l tu re is 
abstract and empty. They have 
all been formed t h rough t ime , 
and therefore mus t possess 
r ea l i ty—even if th is is the 
real i ty of a now van i shed 
epoch. In viewing cu l tu ra l his
tory and cont inu i ty , we should 
avoid p ragmat i sm and subjec
tivism. As Comrade Mao Ze
dong said, we cannot cut off 
h is tory . F r o m Confuc ius to 
Sun Yat-sen, we should sum
marise and inher i t what is of 
value in our cu l tu ra l her i tage 
on the basis of its rea l i ty . This 
means we should avoid the 
conservat ism inheren t in eu
logizing the old and cr i t ic iz
ing the present. S tar t ing from 

real i ty , and bear ing in mind 
our overa l l goal of the four 
modern iza t ions and the crea
t ion of a socialist cu l tu re , we 
mus t conscient ious ly analyse 
t r ad i t iona l cu l t u r e to advance 
careful ly , e l imina t ing coolly 
and crea t ing boldly. Only by 
analys ing, accept ing, e l iminat 
ing and crea t ing , can our t rad
i t iona l cu l tu re be rendered vi-
gourous and vi ta l . 

Secondly, we must examine 
the re la t ions between the par
t i cu la r i ty and universa l i ty of 
Ch ina ' s t r ad i t iona l cu l tu re so 
as to be able to d is t inguish be
tween e lements specific to par
t i cu la r types of society, to par
t i cu la r eras, and to pa r t i cu la r 
classes and social s t ra ta on the 
one hand , and features which 
surpass the r e s t r i c t i o n s of 
t ime , society, classes and so
cial s t ra ta on the other . It goes 
wi thou t saying that the former 
mus t be e l imina ted , however 
essential they may appear , for 
they are of no value to us in 
today 's world. S imul taneous ly , 
the la t te r must be general ly 
absorbed. 

Fo r example , every manifes
ta t ion of ideal ism bears traces 
of ideological l inks to a specif
ic era and s t r a tum. The ideal
ism of ancient Ch ina , to take 
one i n s t a n c e , c l ea r ly had 
its h is tor ica l l imi ta t ions and 
t h e o r e t i c a l s h o r t c o m i n g s in 
w h a t e v e r ga rb it a s sumed 
—Confuc ian i sm, idyl l ic views 
of feuda l life, e tc . Yet ideal ism 
in genera l still conta ins univ
ersal s ignif icance and values : 
it is h a r d to imagine any indi
v idua l or na t ion exist ing with
out a vision of a bet ter fu ture . 
Today , our common ideal is 
the c rea t ion of a mode rn and 
power fu l social is t c o u n t r y , 
charac te r i zed by a high level 
of bo th c ivi l izat ion and de
mocracy . The vision exists be
cause we h a v e rea l i zed the 
deep impor t ance of an ideal 
for a person, a na t ion , and the 

ent i re h u m a n i t y as well. 
Thi rd , we must consider the 

re la t ion between na t iona l and 
in te rna t iona l cu l tu re . China ' s 
t r ad i t iona l cu l tu re is a great 
s p i r i t u a l wea l th for the 
Chinese na t ion , and obviously 
has many na t iona l features . If 
we regard it as an impor tan t 
component of h u m a n Culture 
(and we cannot deny its influ
ence, on the development of 
cu l tu re in other par ts of the 
world, a l though this is ma in ly 
l imited to eastern Asia) , and if 
we accept that it is g radua l 
ly becoming increasingly in te
gra ted wi th world c u l t u r e , 
then, it is undoub ted ly logical 
for us to regard it as a world 
cu l tu re . 

In the past, we placed an un
due emphasis on the na t iona l 
charac te r and inher i t ance of 
our cu l tu re , while d is regard
ing its in te rna t iona l aspects. 
This led to isolation and a re
fusal to accept things f rom 
outs ide , leading to a long per
iod of social and cul tura l stag
nat ion. Today, the tide of re
form and opening to the out
side world that has swept ac
ross the coun t ry has created 
a sound env i ronmen t for in
tegrat ing in t e rna t iona l themes 
in to our na t iona l cu l tu re . 

As we enter a new epoch, it 
is unl ikely that we will r id 
China of its ent i re cu l tu ra l and 
na t iona l inher i t ance . But this 
merely renders it all the more 
necessary for us to stress inter
na t iona l cu l tu re and boldly in
t roduce any aspect of foreign 
cu l tu re which may prove, of 
benefit . When world cu l tu re 
enters the gate of a count ry 
wi th a long his tory of t radi 
t ion, conflicts will inevi tably 
follow. Eventua l ly , however, 
China ' s cu l tu re will en ter the 
world fully rounded and fit to 
effect a far - reaching inf luence 
on the deve lopment of h u m a n 
cu l tu re . 

(Adap ted from Study and Ex
ploration No . 4, 1988) 
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C U L T U R E I N D E B A T E 

The River Dies 
Young 
The Huanghe (Yellow) River has always 
been extolled by the Chinese people as 
the source of their national pride. But 
the TV series declares it is time to 
sing its elegy. This naturally touches 
off national discussion and debates. 

by Our Staff Reporter Zhang Wei Carved from granite, "Mother Huanghe" in Gansu 
Province evokes an image of the river as the cra 
dle of China. L I S H E N G C A I 

T he Huanghe (Yel low) Riv
er has long n u r t u r e d the 

.Chinese na t ion . It has al
ways been ex to l led by the 
Chinese people as the source of 
their nat ional pr ide . Recent ly , 
however, a major television 
series declared it was time to 
sing its elegy. T a k i n g the 
Huanghe River as i ts back-
cloth, The River Dies Young 
recalls China 's past to compare 
it with the present , before ul
timately condemning our an
cient civil ization. 

After being shown by China 
Cen t ra l Televis ion ( C C T V ) 
last June, the series evoked 
controversy and debate across 
the country . Many people have 
praised it, but it has also been 
fiercely cr i t icized. Its direc
tors and wri ters have received 
several thousand le t te rs ; cri t i
cal articles offering d ivergent 
views have been publ ished in 
nat ional newspapers and univ
ersity s tudents in Beijing and 
Nanjing have held seminars to 
discuss the p rogramme. The 

deba tes , however , have all 
cen t red on a s ingle t h e m e : 
How to a p p r o a c h and view 
China ' s t r ad i t iona l cu l tu re . 

Chinese Culture 
The River Dies Young takes 

its t i t le from a t ragic poem 
wr i t ten by Qu Y u a n , one of 
China ' s famous ancient poets. 
It was selected by the d i rec tors 
and wr i te rs to reflect the idea 
that the H u a n g h e River civili
zat ion, once held in awe, has 
fully r u n to seed: Serious reju
venat ion is necessary. The ser
ies' p r inc ipa l wri ter , Su Xiao-
kang, said the overal l purpose 
of p roduc ing The River Dies 
Young was to offer a profound 
cons idera t ion of the his tory, 
c iv i l iza t ion and fate of the 
Chinese na t ion . 

Composed of six par t s , the 
series was clear ly d iv ided in to 
two ha lves . T h e first t h ree 
par t s , t race the or igin of the 
Huanghe River and the rises 
and falls of Chinese civil iza

t ion in the Huanghe River val
ley. The first part conta ins an 
exempla ry tale tha t reflects 
both the themes and imagery 
tha t will r ecur th roughout The 
River Dies Young. 

For a short per iod in 1987, 
"d r i f t i ng" down China ' s major 
r ivers in l ightweight , boats be
came something of a minor na
t ional craze . On J u n e 13, how
ever, two craft belonging to 
the Luoyang and Beijing drift
ing teams capsized in the lower 
reaches of the Lajia Gorge 
and two young people were 
drowned in the to r ren t s of the 
H u a n g h e River . It was report
ed that the two men had made 
thei r bid for fame in a reckless 
a t t empt to accomplish the ven
ture before an Amer ican . 

The p r o g r a m m e poses the 
ques t ion whether these drif
ters died in the Huanghe River 
demons t r a t i ng a brave patr iot 
ic spirit or blind nat ional is t ic 
fervour . 

Leaving the quest ion unan
swered, it then tu rns to probe 
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the impact the H u a n g h e River 
has had in forming the civil i
zation of the Chinese na t ion . 
Rising at the foot of the Bai-
yankala Moun ta in s in Qingha i 
Province, it flows east across 
the Loess P l a t e a u whe re it 
takes on its yellow, m u d d y 
hue. 

Para l le l s have long been 
drawn with the colour of the 
Huanghe 's waters : I t has nur 
tured the yellow-skinned peo
ple, and they in t u r n have 
named their earliest ances tor 
the Yellow Empero r . Today , 
one in five of the world 's popu
lation is a descendent of the 
Emperor . 

The yellow water , the yellow 
land and the yellow race—to
gether they appear to consti
tute a myster ious and na tu ra l 
bond. Indeed , people have be
lieved tha t their skin has been 
dyed yellow by the H u a n g h e 
River. 

The river, however, is mere 
ly one of several symbols dis
sected in The River Dies 
Young. Ano the r na t iona l em
blem subjected to sc ru t iny is 
the dragon: Why did the an
cient Chinese w o r s h i p th i s 
fierce monster? Original ly , it 
was regarded as the ty ran t of 
na tu re—the coun te rpa r t to the 
emperor who was the ty ran t of 
the world. The d is t inc t ion be
came b lur red when the empe
ror adopted the d ragon as his 
symbol to set himself above 
the people. 

The origins of the awe in 
which the d ragon was he ld 
have their roots in the fact tha t 
China has long been pr inc ipa l 
ly an agr icu l tura l count ry , and 
for agr icul ture water is the li-
feblood. The Dragon King was 
the god of ra in , and so was 
both loved and feared by the 
nation, s imul taneous ly praised 
when it b r o u g h t life and 
cursed when it denied it. The 
image of the dragon in popular 

cu l tu re is thus bo th cont rad ic 
tory and complex. 

In the second part of the ser
ies, t i t led Fate, the role of the 
emperor as the ances tor of the 
Chinese na t ion and the embod
iment of the loess land is scru
t in ized. Aga in yellow emerges 
as the d o m i n a n t colour : Peo
ple, born and raised on the 
loess land eat yellow rice and 
soybeans ; they live in the cave 
dwel l ings sc raped f rom be
nea th the loess hills and d r ink 
yellow m u d d y water . W h e n an 
anc ien t empero r ascended to 
the t h rone , he would be d raped 
wi th an imper ia l yellow robe, 
walk on a yellow pavemen t 
and live in a palace adorned 
with yellow glazed glass tiles. 
No o the r na t ion in the world 
has worshipped their land so 
devotedly as the ancestors of 
the Ch inese . A n d this land 
wor sh ip , a c c o r d i n g to the 
scr ipt wr i ters , was a major fac
tor in shaping the na t ion ' s iso
la t ion ism and its t imid i ty in 
c rea t ive endeavours . 

In explor ing the impac t of 
the geographica l env i ronmen t 
on the cu l tu re of the Chinese 
na t ion , the na r r a t i ve emphas
ized the physical borders tha t 
bound the H u a n g h e River : To 
the no r th lies the G o b i De
ser t ; to the nor thwes t is an
o the r vast expanse of yellow 
sand ; in the southwest s tands 
the Qinghai -Tibe t P la teau , the 
largest and most prec ip i tous 
p l a t eau in the wor ld ; and in 
the east it faces the Pacific 
Ocean. In anc ien t t imes , these 
were all impassable bar r ie rs . 
The H u a n g h e River val ley was 
not s imp ly t he c e n t r e of 
Chinese cu l tu re , bu t was an is
ola ted cent re . It may have nur
tu red s tabi l i ty , bu t it also en
gendered in t rovers ion . 

The series severely cri t icizes 
va r ious h is tor ica l objects and 
his tor ica l f igures long revered 
by the Chinese people. For in
s tance , the Grea t Wal l , first 

bu i l t in the Qin D y n a s t y 
(221-207 BC), and recons t ruc t 
ed in t he M i n g D y n a s t y 
(1388-1644), is held up as a 
m o n u m e n t to isolat ion. People 
are proud of the only man-
m a d e project which can be 
seen by the as t ronauts from 
the moon, but should they al
lege tha t it embodies China ' s 
prosper i ty? The c o m m e n t a r y 
goes on to say tha t the Grea t 
Wall is no longer a representa
t ion of power and glory, bu t a 
symbol of conservat ism, isola
tion and incompetent defence, 
t imidi ty and weakness. 

As for Qi J iguang, a mi l i t a ry 
general , responsible for con
s t ruc t ing a long moat in Peng-
lai, Shandong Province , dur 
ing the Ming Dynas ty to resist 
the Japanese pirates , the com
m e n t a r y first asks why were 
the Japanese able to cross the 
sea to a t tack China while the 
Ch inese people cou ld on ly 
s tand watch on the coast and 
not even consider t rave l l ing to 
this is land country? Why did 
E u r o p e a n states embark on ag
gressive ventures while C h i n a 
merely erected and ex tended 
its Grea t Wall to the coastal 
a reas? Our ances to r s cou ld 
never move beyond their land 
and agr ica l tu re . Despi te their 
s t range i m a g i n a t i o n , t h e i r 
most bold act ion was to bui ld 
the Grea t Wall . 

In The River Dies Young, the 
15th cen tu ry is singled out as a 
key cen tu ry for the whole of 
m a n k i n d . It was then that peo
ple s tar ted to shift their a t ten
tion from the cont inen ts to the 
seas and oceans. The Pacif ic , 
the A t l an t i c , and the Ind ian 
Ocean opened thei r chests to 
all n a t i o n s . But C h i n a re
m a i n e d l a n d b o u n d , pass ing 
over this oppor tun i ty to rev
erse its his tory of in t rovers ion . 

In 1405, Zheng He led a pow
erful fleet westwards . This ev
ent has been praised t ime and 
again in Chinese his tory, but it 
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means noth ing to the makers 
of The River Dies Young, be
cause in the his tory of man
kind no similar ven tu re has 
ever been pursued wi thout an 
economic goal. They declare 
it a pure ly pol i t ical pa r ade 
aimed at bestowing favour on 
other countr ies . So even when 
the Chinese people t ravel led to 
the seas, they could not rid 
themselves of their landlocked 
ideology. His tory m a y h a v e 
chosen the Chinese people, bu t 
the Chinese people could not 
choose the his tory. 

It was only several de
cades la ter t ha t four 
small ships represent ing 
the first steps of an 
expansionis t cap i t a l i sm 
sailed in to the I n d i a n 
Ocean. Europe had star t
ed its great geographical 
exploration. 

China 's old and weak 
agr icu l tu ra l c iv i l iza t ion 
compelled our ancestors 

, to defend the fruits they 
had harvested with the 
expensive G r e a t Wal l . 
Even if they had gone to 
the sea, they still knew 
little of t rade and econo
mic competi t ion. Decline 
had by then fully with
ered the life and crea
tive power of the ent i re 
Chinese nat ion. In the op
inion of the script wri
ters, China should not ig
nore any fur ther chances of
fered her by fate. 

In the th i rd par t , China ' s 
tradegy is explored from cul
tura l and scientific angles. A 
rapid survey of the Spring and 
A u t u m n Periods (770-476 BC) 
and the cu l tu ra l and ar t is t ic 
prosperity of the Tang Dynas
ty (618-907), leads to the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279) when Chi
na's science and technology 
were in the van of the world. 
However, the Chinese people, 
who were the first in the world 

to l aunch small rockets , could 
not become the first to fly to 
the u n i v e r s e . P a p e r - m a k i n g 
and p r i n t i n g t echno logy , in 
vented by the Chinese more 
than 1,000 years ago, did not 
br ing about a wide dissemina
tion of scientific knowledge in 
the coun t ry . A l t h o u g h Shen 
K u o desc r ibed the compass 
and magnet ic dec l ina t ion in 
the 11th cen tury , China never 
became a powerful m a r i t i m e 
na t ion . Eu ropeans , however , 
guided by the compass , forced 

T h e d r a g o n ( p a p e r c u t ) . SHEN PEINONG 

their way to Ch ina . W h a t was 
this force which first manifest
ed itself in China only to sub
sequent ly be tu rned back upon 
its inven tors? 

W h y did Chinese civi l iza
t ion, foremost in the world for 
1,000 years , fade in the 17th 
cen tu ry? 

I ron ica l ly , it was the spark 
of Chinese science, technology 
and cu l tu re which helped the 
West usher in a new his tor ical 
era, while sparks from over
seas bare ly g l immered indis

t inct ly in China . 
A major reason for the back

ward n a t u r e of Chinese cul
tu re and science was that the 
ru l ing class never t ruly paid 
a t ten t ion to e i ther of them. 
Accord ing to the programme, 
this should serve as a warn
ing for China now: Al though 
Chinese in te l lec tuals have en
joyed a h igher social s tatus in 
the 20th century than in the 
past , they are still poorly paid 
and denied the respect they de
serve. Teachers in par t i cu la r 

are held in so low regard 
that educa t ion in China is 
now in a s tate of crisis. 

Over the first t h ree 
parts of The River Dies 
Young, the message rei
tera ted through solid his
tor ical data and vivid ta-
bleaus is tha t for several 
thousand years , the civ
i l izat ion of the Huanghe 
River has been pounded 
t ime and again by foreign 
aggressors, yet it still has 
not per ished. Now, how
ever, wi thout employing 
force or war, foreign cul
ture is taking root and 
China appears to be suc
cumbing . I ts ancient civ
i l izat ion can barely check 
this inroad of change. 

Wha t the Huanghe Riv
er had to offer it has al
ready given to our ances
tors. Our ancestors creat

ed c iv i l iza t ion . For cer ta in , 
the H u a n g h e R i v e r canno t 
n u r t u r e it once again. It is 
necessary for us to create a 
b r a n d - n e w c iv i l i za t ion , but 
one which cannot come from 
the H u a n g h e River . Like the 
silt deposited on the riverbed 
on the Huanghe River , Chi
na's anc ien t c ivi l izat ion has 
clogged the blood vessels of 
the n a t i o n . To be washed 
away, it needs a huge flood, 
and f ina l ly this flood has 
come: It is indus t r ia l civiliza-
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CHINA 

t i o n , a n d n o w i t i s c a l l i n g u s . 

Reform: Way Out 
T h e t h e m e t h a t r e f o r m o f 

f e r s t h e o n l y w a y f o r w a r d f o r 
C h i n a r u n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
t h i r d p a r t o f t h e s e r i e s , a n d i s 
r e i t e r a t e d i n t h e f o u r t h p a r t , 
t i t l e d New Epoch. 

" O n e p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e o f 
C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y s i n c e a n c i e n t 
t i m e s h a s b e e n i t s a b i l i t y t o 
s u p p o r t a h u g e p o p u l a t i o n , " 
r u n s t h e c o m m e n t a r y . " I n 
1 8 0 0 , w h e n t h e W e s t e r n p o w e r s 
w e r e s e i z i n g t e r r i t o r y f o r c o 
l o n i z a t i o n , C h i n a ' s l a n d w a s 
s u p p o r t i n g o n e - t h i r d o f t h e 
w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n . S o m e s c h o 
l a r s d o n o t a g r e e t h a t t h e f a i l 
u r e o f C h i n a ' s c i v i l i z a t i o n t o 
d e v e l o p i n d u s t r y w a s ' f a i l u r e 
o f c i v i l i z a t i o n . ' I n s t e a d , t h e y 
a r g u e t h a t s u c h a n i d y l l i c i f 
l o w - l e v e l a g r i c u l t u r a l c i v i l i z a 
t i o n i s w o r t h a p p r e c i a t i n g i n 
i t s e l f . " 

H o w h a s t h i s a g r i c u l t u r a l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s u p p o r t e d t h e 
C h i n e s e ? T h e s e r i e s o f f e r s 
s o m e e x a m p l e s : " I n 1 9 8 0 , t h e 
a v e r a g e a n n u a l g r a i n c o n 
s u m p t i o n p e r c a p i t a i n a c o m 
m u n e o n l y 4 0 k m f r o m L a n 
z h o u C i t y w a s j u s t 2 0 t o 5 0 k g . 
T w o - t h i r d s o f t h e p e a s a n t s h a d 
n o m a t s o n t h e i r kangs ( b r i c k 
b e d s ) w i t h j u s t o n e w o r n - o u t 
c o t t o n w a d d i n g f o r e v e r y t h r e e 
p e o p l e . M o r e t h a n 6 0 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e l o c a l f a r m e r s h a d n o 
c o t t o n - p a d d e d c o a t s t o t i d e 
t h e m t h r o u g h t h e w i n t e r . 

" B e c a u s e o f d r o u g h t a n d a 
r e d u c t i o n i n w h e a t p r o d u c t i o n 
i n 1 9 8 7 , a n o l d f a r m e r i n 
n o r t h e r n S h a a n x i P r o v i n c e 
s a i d h e a n d h i s f e l l o w v i l l a g e r s 
h a d t o s u b s i s t o n p o t a t o e s u n t i l 
t h e n e w c r o p w a s h a r v e s t e d . 
D e s p i t e l i v i n g s u c h a p o o r l i f e 
a l l h i s l i f e , h e h a s s t i l l r a i s e d 
t h r e e s o n s a n d f o u r d a u g h t e r s , 
a n d n o w h a s m o r e t h a n a d o z 
e n g r a n d c h i l d r e n . " 

T h e s e r i e s p o i n t s i t s f i n g e r a t 

C h i n a ' s g i g a n t i c p o p u l a t i o n a s 
t h e l a r g e s t o f a l l C h i n a ' s d i f f i 
c u l t p r o b l e m s . 

I n t h e v a s t b a c k w a r d r u r a l 
a r e a s , C h i n e s e f a r m e r s h a v e 
l i t t l e i n c e n t i v e t o g o i n t o b u s i 
n e s s , t h e y a r e v u l n e r a b l e t o n a 
t u r a l d i s a s t e r s , a n d a r e p r o n e 
t o r e l y i n g o n o t h e r s a n d r e 
s i g n i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e i r 
f a t e . T h e d r o p i n q u a l i t y o f 
C h i n a ' s p o p u l a t i o n m i r r o r s e x 
a c t l y i t s e x p l o s i v e e x p a n s i o n . 
A n a g r i c u l t u r a l c i v i l i z a t i o n 
p e r p e t u a t e s t h i s v i c i o u s c i r c l e . 
F o r n o r e a s o n s h o u l d w e a p 
p r e c i a t e a n d c l i n g t o i t . 

L i k e w i s e , v a r i o u s e r r o r s o f 
p o l i c y d u r i n g a n d a f t e r t h e 
l a t e 1 9 5 0 s l e d t o t h e s o c i a l t u r 
m o i l i n 1 9 6 6 - 7 6 , w h i c h a g a i n 
c a n b e e x p l a i n e d a s t h e i n e v i t 
a b l e r e s u l t o f a n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

A f t e r n o t i n g t h a t t h e n a t i o n 
a l o u t p u t v a l u e p e r c a p i t a i n 
C h i n a r e m a i n s a t t h e l o w e s t 
l e v e l , t h e s e r i e s c o m m e n t s t h a t 
i f t h e g a p b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d 
t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s c o n 
t i n u e s t o g r o w a t t h e c u r r e n t 
r a t e , i n 5 0 o r 6 0 y e a r s t i m e , 
t h e s i t u a t i o n t h a t e x i s t e d d u r 
i n g t h e O p i u m W a r s w i l l r e a p 
p e a r — f o r e i g n e r s a r m e d w i t h 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d w e a p o n s w h i l e 
t h e C h i n e s e h a v e o n l y b r o a d 
s w o r d s a n d s p e a r s . N o w o n d e r 
s o m e p e o p l e a r e a l a r m e d : I f 
w e d o n ' t d o a g o o d j o b n o w , 
w e m a y e f f e c t i v e l y b e e x p e l l e d 
f r o m g l o b a l m e m b e r s h i p . 

I n 1 9 7 8 , C h i n a s e t o u t t o 
r e f o r m i t s e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e 
a n d o p e n i t s d o o r s t o t h e o u t 
s i d e w o r l d . F o r t h e m a k e r s o f 
The River Dies Young, t h i s a l 
t h o u g h o n l y m a r k s a b e g i n 
n i n g , i f C h i n a a d h e r e s t o t h i s 
p r o g r a m m e , i t m a y r e g a i n t h e 
v i g o u r o f i t s y o u t h . 

H o w e v e r , t h e r o a d o f r e f o r m 
• i s b e s e t w i t h d i f f i c u l t i e s . T h e 

f i f t h p a r t , s e t a g a i n s t a b a c k 
d r o p o f a f l o o d o n t h e 
H u a n g h e R i v e r , v i v i d l y e x p o s 
e s t h e s o c i a l p r o b l e m s f a c i n g 

C h i n a : T h e e v e r p r e s e n t f e u 
d a l i d e a s o f C o n f u c i a n i s m , 
t h e t h r e a t o f a u t o c r a t i c r u l e 
t h r o u g h b u r e a u c r a t i s m , a n d 
t h e i n c o m p l e t e n a t u r e o f i t s 
d e m o c r a t i c a n d l e g a l s y s t e m s . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e n a r r a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e s , t h e c o u n t r y h a s 
m a d e a s t r i d e f o r w a r d i n i t s 
e c o n o m i c r e f o r m ; r e f o r m o f 
t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m h a s a l s o 
b e g u n . N o m a t t e r w h a t k i n d o f 
r e s i s t a n c e a n d d a n g e r s m a y b e 
e n c o u n t e r e d , t o a d v a n c e i s t h e 
o n l y w a y f o r w a r d . 

T h e s i x t h a n d c o n c l u d i n g 
p a r t , t i t l e d Azure, f u r t h e r e x 
p a n d s o n t h e a d v a n t a g e s a n d 
d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f C h i n a ' s i n 
l a n d o r a g r i c u l t u r a l c i v i l i z a 
t i o n a n d t h e W e s t ' s o c e a n o r 
i n d u s t r i a l c i v i l i z a t i o n . T h e l e s 
s o n s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s o f h i s t o r y 
a n d t h e i r r e l e v a n c e t o m o d e r n 
C h i n a a r e s u m m e d u p . T h e n 
t h e p o i n t i s m a d e : A l t h o u g h 
t h e i n l a n d c u l t u r e c a n b e m o d 
e r n i z e d , a b s o r b i n g s c i e n c e a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y , a n d e v e n l a u n c h 
i n g s a t e l l i t e s a n d e x p l o d i n g 
n u c l e a r b o m b s , t h e v i t a l i t y o f 
c i v i l i z a t i o n c a n n o t b e f u n 
d a m e n t a l l y i n j e c t e d i n t o t h e 
w h o l e n a t i o n : " O n l y w h e n t h e 
a z u r e s e a w i n d t u r n s i n t o r a i n 
w a t e r , c a n t h e e n o r m o u s L o e s s 
P l a t e a u r e g a i n i t s v i t a l i t y . " 

A s t h e s e r i e s d r a w s t o a 
c l o s e , H u a n g h e i s e v o k e d f o r 
t h e f i n a l t i m e : " T h e r i v e r w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y r u n i n t o t h e a z u r e 
s e a ; a t t h e g r e a t b u t p a i n f u l 
e n t r a n c e , i t i s d a s h e d b y t u r 
b u l e n t w a v e s . T h e H u a n g h e 
c u l t u r e m u s t e l i m i n a t e i t s f e a r 
o f t h e s e a a n d d r a w f r o m t h e 
u n d a u n t e d w i l l a n d i m p u l s e o f 
t h e p l a t e a u . T h e l i f e o f w a t e r 
c o m e s f r o m t h e s e a , w h i c h u l 
t i m a t e l y i t m u s t r e j o i n . " 

Discussion & Debate 
F o l l o w i n g t h e s c r e e n i n g o f 

The River.Dies Young, c o m 
m e n t a r i e s a p p r a i s i n g t h e s e r 
i e s a p p e a r e d i n C h i n a ' s m a j o r 
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n e w s p a p e r s - R i b a o 
(People's Dai ly) , Guangming 
Ribao (Guangming Dai ly ) and 
Wenhui Bao (Wenhu i Da i ly ) . 
Shortly after, CCTV, Renmin 
Ribao, New Observer and the 
Beijing branch of the China 
Television Workers ' Associa
tion joint ly invited more t h a n 
30 arts crit ics and theore t ica l 
commentators to discuss the 
"The River Dies Young pheno
menon" and the cons t ruc t ion 
of television cul ture . 

The pa r t i c ipan t s al l 
agreed that the documen
tary viewed China 's his
tory from an en t i r e ly 
new angle and with a 
whole new series of 
concepts. They fur th
er agreed that its ma
jor s ignif icance lay 
not in its p o p u l a r i 
zation of h i s to r i ca l 
knowledge, but in 
providing necessary in
formation and views that 
would enl ighten the mass
es and encourage them to 
participate in poli t ical mat
ters. In point ing out that feu
dal cul ture remains a massive 
obstacle to socialist modern i 
zation, they noted that cu l tu r 
al cri t icism of the past aids 
today's cu l tu ra l regenerat ion. 
The form and style of the pro
gramme also c a m e in for 
praise: Not only did the series 
capture the mind, it was also 
pleasing to the eye. 

One viewer wro te , "F rom an 
unprecedentedly high vantage 
point and with a boldness of 
vision, The River Dies Young 
reviews the long his tory of our 
nation. In present ing China ' s 
cu l tu ra l legacy, it made us 
aware of the heavy b u r d e n 
of history we bear upon our 
shoulders, and the impera t ive 
demand of in tegra t ing China 
into the global communi ty . It 
contains a pene t ra t ing analysis 
of the history of China ' s civil
ization and convincingly out

lines the prospects for the revi-
ta l iza t ion of the Chinese na
t ion ." 

A so ld ie r echoed these 
views, '"The River Dies Young 
is a imed at inspir ing people to 
rely on thei r own efforts to 
make the coun t ry s t rong. It 
not only offers someth ing new, 
but more impor t an t ly offers a 

The Great Wall (papercut). S H E N 
P E I N O N G 

series of p ro found t h o u g h t s 
that move beyond the confines 
of cu l t u r e and t r ad i t ion to ge
nera te ideological and poli t i
cal r everbra t ions among the 
people . " 

A young person who works 
by the H u a n g h e River wrote, 
"This d o c u m e n t a r y will make 
every Ch inese r e t h i n k pro
f o u n d l y . I t will he lp the 
Chinese u n l o a d the i r heavy 
sp i r i tua l b u r d e n and extr icate 
themselves from the cont rad
iction between their pr ide in 
the i r na t ion ' s long his tory and 
c iv i l i z a t i on and the i r sense 
of infer ior i ty s t emming from 
China ' s cu r r en t poor and back

w a r d ' s t a t u s . It should encour
age them to throw themselves 
in to reform and cons t ruc t ion . " 

A n o t h e r viewer named Li 
N a n pointed out , "The fact 
t ha t The River Dies Young, 
with its radical and sharp lan
guage and unor thodox stand
po in t can be sc reened by 
CCTV, the television s ta t ion 
with the world 's largest n u m 
ber of viewers, reveals that the 
psychological abi l i ty to accept 
new ideas has advanced to a 

h igher stage in all sections 
of Chinese society, and in 

pa r t i cu la r among the up
per s t r a t u m . " 

But if m a n y people 
agreed with the series ' 
cal ls to r e t h i n k the 
past in order to guar
antee the fu ture , there 
was much dissent on 
the his tor ical perspec
tive it adopted. 

Professor K u a n g 
Yaming , a former presi

dent of Nanj ing Univers i 
ty, noted that a form of 

na t iona l nihi l ism is cur ren t ly 
qu i te prevalent . He crit icized 
the m a n n e r in which the series 
l inked the Huanghe cul ture , 
the Yellow Emperor , the yel
low colour and the yellow race 
all to a symbol of t ragedy 
as being incorrect historical
ly, ideologically, theoret ical ly 
and pract ical ly . 

Assoc ia te professor Pan 
Qun, also of Nanj ing Univers
i ty, agreed that it is er roneous 
to negate China ' s t rad i t iona l 
cu l tu re complete ly . He point
ed out tha t h is tory bequeaths 
us bo th the s t r eng ths and 
weaknesses of our na t iona l 
cu l tu re , and having a strong 
na t iona l t rad i t ion , the poor
er aspects have a dogged 
s t rength . 

Viewers W a n g Xiaodong 
and Qiu Tiancao suggested one 
of the problems with The River 
Dies Young was that it mea
sured China ' s cu l ture by West-
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e r n s t a n d a r d s i n a n e f f o r t t o 
e x p o s e t h e i g n o r a n c e a n d b a c k 
w a r d n e s s o f t h e f o r m e r , a n d 
t h a t t h i s r e f l e c t s a n a r r o w v i e w 
o f c u l t u r e . 

Z h a o S h i y u s a i d t h e G r e a t 
W a l l i s a t r u e s y m b o l o f 
C h i n e s e c i - v i l i z a t i o n . H e a s k e d , 
h o w c a n w e n e g a t e t h e f a c t 
t h a t i t o n c e r e p r e s e n t e d p o w e r 
a n d p r o s p e r i t y j u s t b e c a u s e i t 
f a i l s t o b e s u c h a s y m b o l n o w ? 

A n e c o n o m i s t p o i n t e d o u t 
t h a t t h e d o c u m e n t a r y h o l d s 
C o n f u c i a n i s m a n d t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u l t u r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r m a n y 
o f C h i n a ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y p r o b 
l e m s — y e t t h i s d o e s n o t t a l l y 
w i t h t h e f a c t s a n d i s m e r e l y 
t o " b l a m e c o n t e m p o r a r y m i s 
t a k e s o n o u r a n c e s t o r s . " 

T s u n g - d a o L e e , a n o t e d 
A m e r i c a n s c i e n t i s t o f C h i n e s e 
d e s c e n t , s a i d , " T h e c u l t u r e o f 
t h e C h i n e s e n a t i o n o r i g i n a t e s 
f r o m t h e H u a n g h e v a l l e y . A f 
t e r t h e l o e s s c u l t u r e m o v e d t o 
t h e C h a n g j i a n g ( Y a n g t z e ) R i v 
e r v a l l e y , i t u n i t e d t h e y e l 
l o w p e o p l e l i v i n g i n t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g v a l l e y w i t h t h e 
y e l l o w p e o p l e i n t h e n o r t h . 
W h e n t h e y e l l o w w a t e r o f 
H u a n g h e f l o w s i n t o t h e s e a , i t 
l i n k s o v e r s e a s C h i n e s e f o r e v e r 
w i t h t h i s g r e a t r i v e r . . . . A n a 
t i o n w h i c h o n l y r e l i e s o n i t s 
p a s t h a s n o f u t u r e , s o d o e s 
o n e w h i c h f o r s a k e s i t s a n c e s 
t r y . T h e 5 , 0 0 0 - y e a r I p e s s c u l 
t u r e i s w o r t h t a k i n g p r i d e i n . 
I h o p e o u r f u t u r e e f f o r t s c a n 

a l s o g a i n t h e r e s p e c t o f o u r 
d e s c e n d a n t s . " 

C h e n - n i n g Y a n g , a n o t e d 
A m e r i c a n s c h o l a r a l s o o f 
C h i n e s e d e s c e n t , 
c o m m e n t e d , " T h e d o c u m e n 
t a r y h a s m a d e a c o n t r i b u t i o n . 
I t i n s p i r e s p e o p l e t o t h i n k a n d 
p o n d e r . I t p r e s e n t s t h r e e s y m 
b o l s — t h e d r a g o n , t h e G r e a t 
W a l l , a n d t h e H u a n g h e R i v e r . 
I b e l i e v e t h e w h o l e w o r l d r e 
c o g n i z e s t h e s e a r e t h e s y m b o l s 
o f C h i n e s e t r a d i t i o n . W h a t I 
c a n n o t a c c e p t i s t h a t i t c r i t i 
c i z e s t h e C h i n e s e t r a d i t i o n s a s 
i f t h e y h a v e n o m e r i t . I t i n s i s t s 
t h a t i f w e d o n o t c o m p l e t e 
l y a b a n d o n t h e s e t r a d i t i o n s 
C h i n a w i l l h a v e n o h o p e . I 
t h i n k t h i s i s a b i g m i s t a k e . " • 

Training Tourism Personnel 
The country has built up a network of colleges, technical schools and 
vocational courses specially designed to produce qualified staff for hotels, 
travel bureaus and tours. 

by Our Staff Reporter Han Guojjan 

S i n c e C h i n a o p e n e d i t s 
d o o r s t o f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s 
i n t h e l a t e 1 9 7 0 s , t h e i r 

n u m b e r s h a v e m u l t i p l i e d e a c h 
y e a r , c r e a t i n g a d e m a n d f o r 
p e r s o n n e l t r a i n e d i n t h e n e e d s 
o f t o u r i s m . A s a r e s u l t , t h e 
c o u n t r y h a s b u i l t u p a n e t w o r k 
o f c o l l e g e s , t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l s 
a n d v o c a t i o n a l c o u r s e s s p e c i a l 
l y d e s i g n e d t o p r o d u c e q u a l 
i f i e d s t a f f f o r h o t e l s , t r a v e l 
b u r e a u s a n d t o u r s . 

A t t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 7 , C h i n a 
h a d 4 , 8 0 0 s t u d e n t s e n r o l l e d o n 
c o u r s e s a t e i t h e r f o u r c o l l e g e s 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g s o l e l y o n t o u r 
i s m o r t h e 2 3 o t h e r u n i v e r s i t i e s 
w i t h t o u r i s m d e p a r t m e n t s o r 
s p e c i a l i t i e s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , 
3 0 , 0 0 0 m o r e p e o p l e w e r e b e i n g 
t r a i n e d a t t h e e i g h t s e c o n d a r y 

t o u r i s m s c h o o l s a n d 1 9 1 v o c a 
t i o n a l s c h o o l s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 2 0 
o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s m a j o r t o u r 
i s t c i t i e s . T o t a l t e a c h i n g 
s t a f f n u m b e r e d a r o u n d 2 , 0 0 0 
— 1 , 0 0 0 i n t h e c o l l e g e s , 2 0 0 i n 
t h e s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s a n d 8 0 0 
i n t h e v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s . 

T h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s a l s o r e 
c e n t l y o p e n e d t w o t o u r i s m 
t r a i n i n g c e n t r e s i n N a n j i n g 
a n d T i a n j i n . S t a f f e d p r i n c i p a l 
l y b y o v e r s e a s h o t e l m a n a g e 
m e n t e x p e r t s , t h e y w i l l h a v e 
t r a i n e d d i r e c t o r s f r o m 1 , 3 0 0 
h o t e l s a c r o s s C h i n a o n 
3 - 6 - m o n t h c o u r s e s b y t h e e n d 
o f 1 9 9 0 . 

T h e B e i j i n g T o u r i s m C o l l e g e 
w a s t h e f i r s t t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d . 
S i n c e 1 9 8 2 , 7 3 5 s t u d e n t s h a v e 
g r a d u a t e d f r o m i t s s t a n d a r d 

c o u r s e , 1 6 7 s t u d e n t s h a v e 
g r a d u a t e d i n t e c h n i c a l s u b 
j e c t s , a n d m o r e t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 p e o 
p l e h a v e a t t e n d e d i t s s h o r t e r 
c o u r s e s a n d e v e n i n g c l a s s e s . I n 
t o t a l , i t h a s t r a i n e d m o r e t h a n 
o n e - q u a r t e r o f C h i n a ' s q u a l i 
f i e d t o u r i s m p e r s o n n e l . 

T h e c o l l e g e n o w h a s 1 5 0 
t e a c h e r s , i n c l u d i n g t w o p r o 
f e s s o r s , 13 a s s o c i a t e p r o f e s s o r s 
a n d 5 6 l e c t u r e r s . I t i s d i v i d e d 
i n t o t w o d e p a r t m e n t s , o n e f o r 
l a n g u a g e s a n d t h e o t h e r f o r 
m a n a g e m e n t , a n d o f f e r s s i x 
s p e c i a l i t i e s : C o n d u c t i n g t o u r s 
i n E n g l i s h o r J a p a n e s e , h o 
t e l m a n a g e m e n t , t r a v e l s e r 
v i c e m a n a g e m e n t , t o u r i s m f i 
n a n c e , c u l i n a r y a r t a n d d i n i n g 
r o o m m a n a g e m e n t . O r d i n a r y 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s s t u d y f o r f o u r 
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years , whi le p a r t - t i m e and 
technical s tudents s tudy for 
three. The college also offers 
a special two-year course for 
cadres. 

According to Meng Zhaosu i , 
dean of the college's T o u r i s m 
Management D e p a r t m e n t , one 
of the major weaknesses of 
China 's tour i sm indus t ry is the 
lack of proper ly t ra ined mana
gerial personnel . " I t is abso
lu te ly necessary for us to 
in t roduce scientif ic m e t h o d s 
into hotel and t ravel service 
m a n a g e m e n t , not to speak 
of the gove rnmen t ' s m a c r o -
economic control in t o u r i s m , " 
he said. 

To put his theories in to prac
tice, Meng teaches the col
lege's required course in mod
ern m a n a g e m e n t t e c h n i q u e s 
and publ ic r e l a t i ons . Every 
year he spends two weeks t rav
elling across China invest igat
ing tourism facili t ies and ser
vices to i l lus t ra te and supple
ment his admin i s t r a t ive theo
ry classes—a recipe that has 
proved popular with his stu
dents. 

Meng taught business man
agement before being t rans 
ferred to the tour ism college 
five years ago, pu t t ing h im 
in the 20 percent of tour ism 
teachers across China with ex
perience of mat te rs re la t ing to 
tourism. Most of the staff—ar
ound 60 pe rcen t—have been 
drawn from the ranks of grad
uat ing s tudents . 

One such t eacher is Y a n 
Changcheng, 37, who stayed 
on after complet ing his course 
in 1982. He is now vice-dean of 
the Tour ism Depa r tmen t and 
head of the college's adul t ed
ucation p rog ramme. Over the 
past four years, Yan has over
seen the t ra in ing of 350 ad
minis t ra t ive cadres for tour
ism enterprises . 

The o the r 20 pe rcen t of 
teaching staff are experts in
vited from tour ism enlerpr i s -

- • 

t s. 

The head of the China Tourism College i 
Foreign Languages University. 

es. W i t h a wide range of pract
ical exper ience , they usual ly 
r u n the obl iga tory courses in 
t ou r c o n d u c t i n g , g u e s t r o o m 
m a n a g e m e n t and so on. 
A m o n g the t ou r i sm profes
s ionals who have t a u g h t in 
China ' s tour i sm colleges are 
Wang E r k a n g , genera l mana
ger of the C h i n a I n t e r n a 
t ional Trave l Service, Cheng 
Qingxiang, genera l manage r of 
Beijing Hotel , and Dong Hui , 
genera l manager of Beijing's 
X i y u a n Hotel . 

In add i t ion , the Chinese gov
e r n m e n t employs a r o u n d 30 
overseas experts from coun
tries such as the Uni ted States, 
A u s t r a l i a , Spain and . Singa
pore to lec ture on in te rna t ion
al tour i sm pract ices . 

T e x t b o o k s 
Wang J i n g r o n g , the vice-

pres ident of the Beijing Tour
ism College said teaching ma
ter ials had improved beyond 
all recogni t ion . Ten years ago, 
there were no Chinese books 
on the subject , all tha t existed 
were digests t aken from for
eign tex tbooks ." Now the col
lege has publ i shed its own 4 

meets representatives from the Tokyo 
WANG CHUNSHAN 

mill ion-word set of textbooks, 
whose major subjec ts r ange 
f rom hote l m a n a g e m e n t , fi
nance , and tab le service 
t h r o u g h to psychology , law 
and Western tour is t cu l tu re . 

But it is by no means the 
only set of books on tour ism 
now avai lable—a total of 180,-
000 copies of 16 college text
books and 100,000 copies of 
eight secondary school texts 
have been p u b l i s h e d — a n d 
there is an ever-growing range 
of t ra in ing mater ia ls and re
ference books specially prod-

I uced for tour i sm t ra in ing . 
The schools and colleges 

have rap id ly improved their 
t r a i n i n g fac i l i t ies , bu i l d ing 
language labs and instal l ing 
compute r s . The China Tour
ism College can even receive 
television p rogrammes direct
ly from the Soviet Un ion , the 
Uni t ed States and Aus t ra l ia 
via the satell i te dish on its 
roof. 

C u r r i c u l a 
China ' s tour ism colleges aim 

to tu rn out in te rpre te rs , guides 
and high and mid-level man
agement personnel . The secon-
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d a r y a n d v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s 
c o n c e n t r a t e o n t r a i n i n g s e r v i c e 
s t a f f . T h e y a r e a l l g u i d e d b y 
t h e n e e d s o f t h e n a t i o n a l t o u r 
i s m i n d u s t r y . I n 1 9 8 2 , f o r e x 
a m p l e , t h e B e i j i n g T o u r i s m 
C o l l e g e o f f e r e d a c o u r s e i n h o 
t e l m a n a g e m e n t f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e t o a l l e v i a t e t h e s e r 
i o u s s h o r t a g e o f a d m i n i s t r a 
t i v e s t a f f i n B e i j i n g ' s h o t e l s . 
I n 1 9 8 6 , i t a d d e d t o u r i s m f i 
n a n c e , i n 1 9 8 7 , s p e c i a l i t i e s i n 
c u l i n a r y a r t a n d t a b l e s e r v i c e 
w e r e a d d e d , a n d l a s t y e a r i t 
i n i t i a t e d a c l a s s i n t r a v e l s e r 
v i c e m a n a g e m e n t . 

T o e n s u r e i t s c o u r s e s i r e m a i n 
r e l e v a n t , t h e c o l l e g e c o n t i n 
u a l l y v i s i t s h o t e l s a n d o t h e r 
t o u r i s m - r e l a t e d b u s i n e s s e s a n d 
s t r i v e s t o i n c o r p o r a t e i t s f i n d 
i n g s i n t o i t s c l a s s e s a n d t e x t 
b o o k s . I n d e e d , s o m e c o u r s e s 
s u c h as c o n d u c t i n g t o u r s i n 
E n g l i s h a n d J a p a n e s e , a n d 
t o u r i s m c o u r t e s y a n d e t i 
q u e t t e , h a v e b e e n i n i t i a t e d as a 
d i r e c t r e s u l t o f t h e c o l l e g e ' s i n 
v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

T o k e e p u p w i t h r e c e n t d e 
v e l o p m e n t s i n C h i n a ' s t o u r i s m 
i n d u s t r y , t h e c o l l e g e h a s f u r t h 
e r a d d e d c o u r s e s i n h u m a n 
r e l a t i o n s , d i n i n g - h a l l s e r v i c e , 
g u e s t r o o m s e r v i c e a n d v a r i o u s 
o t h e r a r e a s . 

A t t h e B e i j i n g T o u r i s t V o 
c a t i o n a l S c h o o l , a s p e c i a l e m 
p h a s i s i s l a i d o n c u l t i v a t i n g 
h i g h s t a n d a r d s o f s e r v i c e . A l l 
s t u d e n t s h a v e t o a t t e n d a s e r i e s 
o f c l a s s e s o n p r o f e s s i o n a l e t h 
i c s d i r e c t e d b y t h e s c h o o l ' s 
p r i n c i p a l a n d d e p u t y p r i n c i p a l 
— a f e a t u r e t h a t w a s p i c k e d 
o u t f o r s p e c i a l p r a i s e b y A m e r 
i c a n a n d C a n a d i a n e d u c a t i o n 
a l o b s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s w h o v i s 
i t e d t h e s c h o o l i n 1 9 8 6 a n d 
1 9 8 7 . 

Student Recruitment 
W i t h g o o d w o r k i n g c o n d i 

t i o n s a n d h i g h s a l a r i e s , i n 
c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s o f y o u n g 

C h i n e s e a r e e a g e r t o f i n d j o b s 
i n C h i n a ' s t o u r i s m i n d u s t r y . I n 
1 9 8 7 a n d 1 9 8 8 , t h e n i i m b e r o f 
p e o p l e a p p l y i n g f o r t h e B e i j i n g 
T o u r i s m C o l l e g e o u t n u m b e r e d 
t h e p l a c e s a v a i l a b l e b y 2 0 t o 
o n e . 

A l a r g e n u m b e r o f t h e s u c 
c e s s f u l a p p l i c a n t s s p e n d m o s t 
o f t h e i r t i m e s t u d y i n g f o r e i g n 
l a n g u a g e s — n o w c o n s i d e r e d a l 
m o s t e s s e n t i a l i n e v e r y c o r n e r 
o f t h e t o u r i s m t r a d e . Y a n g 
J i a n , a f o r m e r d e p u t y m a n a g e r 
a t t h e D i a o y u t a i G u e s t h o u s e 
g a v e u p a 1 , 6 0 0 y u a n a n n u a l 
b o n u s i n o r d e r t o p u r s u e h i g h 
e r e d u c a t i o n . H e r e c k o n s t h a t 
h i s i n v e s t m e n t i n f o r e i g n l a n 
g u a g e s w i l l m o r e t h a n p a y o f f 
i n t h e l o n g r u n . 

O v e r t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s , 
C h i n a ' s t o u r i s m c o l l e g e s a n d 
s c h o o l s h a v e s u p p l i e d t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s t o u r i s m b u s i n e s s e s 
w i t h m o r e t h a n 1 3 , 0 0 0 g r a d 
u a t e s — 4 , 0 9 5 f r o m t h e c o l 
l e g e s , 1 , 9 7 5 f r o m t h e s e c o n 
d a r y s c h o o l s a n d 7 , 6 3 2 f r o m 
t h e v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s — w h i l e 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y t r a i n i n g 
3 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e o n p a r t - t i m e 
c o u r s e s . 

A l r e a d y s o m e g r a d u a t e s 
h a v e g o n e o n t o f i l l t o p p o s i 
t i o n s i n C h i n a ' s l e a d i n g h o t e l s . 
W a n g Z h e n s h a n , 3 4 , i s n o w t h e 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r o f B e i j i n g ' s 
L o n g x i a n g H o t e l , a n d h i s 
c l a s s m a t e , X i n T a o , i s t h e 
y o u n g e s t d e p a r t m e n t m a n a g e r 
i n C h i n a H o t e l . O f t h e 1 6 a t 
t e n d a n t s i n t h e D i a o y u t a i 
G u e s t h o u s e ' s P r e s i d e n t i a l 
B u i l d i n g , 1 2 a r e e x - s t u d e n t s o f 
t h e B e i j i n g T o u r i s m V o c a t i o n 
a l S c h o o l . T h e q u a l i t y o f t h e i r 
s e r v i c e h a s b e e n h i g h l y p r a i s e d 
b y t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a 
Z h a o Z i y a n g , t h e C h i n e s e p r e 
m i e r L i P e n g , a n d o t h e r s t a t e 
l e a d e r s . 

T o f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n h o t e l 
m a n a g e m e n t i n C h i n a , t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t h a s s p o n s o r e d c o l 
l e g e g r a d u a t e s t o s t u d y i n t o u r 

i s t i n s t i t u t e s a b r o a d , u s u a l l y 
e n t r u s t i n g t h e m w i t h i m p o r 
t a n t p o s t s o n t h e i r r e t u r n . 
A m o n g t h e b e n e f i c i a r i e s h a v e 
b e e n L i Z h o n g g e n , g e n e r a l 
m a n a g e r o f B e i j i n g ' s J i a n g u o 
H o t e l , L u o J i a n s h u a n g , d e p u t y 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r o f t h e G r e a t 
W a l l S h e r a t o n H o t e l , a n d 
Y a n g Y u a n p i n g , t h e d e p u t y 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r o f t h e K u n -
l u n H o t e l , a l s o i n B e i j i n g . 

Problems 
D e s p i t e t h e s u c c e s s e s s c o r e d 

b y C h i n a ' s n e t w o r k o f t o u r 
i s m e d u c a t i o n c o l l e g e s a n d 
s c h o o l s , s e v e r a l p r o b l e m s r e 
m a i n t o b e s o l v e d i n t h e n e a r 
f u t u r e . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e r e a r e 
t o o m a n y b a s i c c o u r s e s o n o f 
f e r a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t s p e c i a l 
i z e d o n e s . M a n y c o l l e g e s e m 
p h a s i z e t h e o r y a t t h e e x p e n s e 
o f p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s , a n d t h e r e i s 
a n o v e r a l l s h o r t a g e o f o p p o r 
t u n i t i e s f o r s t u d e n t s t o g a i n 
w o r k e x p e r i e n c e . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c o u n t r y h a s 
a n a b u n d a n c e o f t o u r i s m c o l 
l e g e s a n d v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s , 
b u t i n s u f f i c i e n t s e c o n d a r y 
s c h o o l s , l e a v i n g t o u r i s t e n t e r 
p r i s e s s h o r t o f b a s i c p e r s o n n e l . 
D i f f i c u l t i e s a l s o e x i s t i n h i r 
i n g t e a c h i n g s t a f f w i t h p r a c t 
i c a l e x p e r i e n c e o f t o u r i s m 
w o r k . 

T o c o u n t e r t h e s e p r o b l e m s , 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s d r a w n u p 
a l i s t o f m e a s u r e s : 
• I n c r e a s i n g t h e n u m b e r o f 
s p e c i a l i t i e s a n d p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s 
c o u r s e s i n c o l l e g e s . 
• E n c o u r a g i n g t o u r i s m -
r e l a t e d e n t e r p r i s e s t o p a r t i c i 
p a t e d i r e c t l y i n t o u r i s m e d u c a 
t i o n . 
• H a l t i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f n e w 
c o l l e g e s a n d d i r e c t r e s o u r c e s 
t o e s t a b l i s h i n g s i x n e w s e c o n 
d a r y s c h o o l s b e f o r e 1 9 9 0 . 
• E n c o u r a g i n g t e a c h e r s i n 
t o u r i s m s c h o o l s t o c o n d u c t e x 
t r a p a r t - t i m e c o u r s e s w h e r e 
t h e y c a n s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r i n 
c o m e b y u p t o 1 5 0 y u a n a 
m o n t h . • 
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B U S I N E S S / T R A D E 

Non-Ferrous Output Goes Up 

O utput of China's 10 ma
jor non-ferrous metals, 
including copper, alu

minium, zinc, nickel, tin and 
mercury, reached 2 million 
tons in 1988. This represents a 
10 percent rise on 1987, and 
meets the target set in the Sev
enth Five-Year Plan (1986-90) 
two years ahead of time. 

According to Fei Ziwen, ge
neral manager of the China 
National Non-Ferrous Metals 
Industrial Corp. (CNNMIC) , 
the target was achieved despite 
production difficulties with 
shortages of power, raw ma
terials, transport facilities and 
funding. 

Over the last five years, the 
output value of non-ferrous 
metals has increased by an av
erage of 8.8 percent a year. Be
cause of the continuing prob
lem with shortages of raw ma
terials and power, it has been 
planned to raise output by just 
5 percent in 1989. Efforts will 
be made, however, to surpass 
this target. 

China is currently adopting 
measures to cut back the scale 
of capital construction, such as 
controlling credit, and increas
ing investment in agriculture 
so as to boost grain produc
tion. It is predicted this will 
have an unfavourable effect 
on industrial production. 

At the same time, changes in 
China's domestic non-ferrous 
metals market merit serious 
attention. China has long been 
an importer of copper and al
uminium. Because of rising 
prices on the in ternat ional 
market and a shortage of for
eign capital in China, imports 
of these two metals have grad
ually been cut in recent years. 
However, as China's economy 

has expanded rap
idly, so has de
mand for copper 
and aluminium. 

For example, 
from 1984-87, the 
output value of 
electricity gener
ating equipment 
in China incor
porating a large 
proport ion of 
non-ferrous me
tals increased at 
an average an
nual rate of 26.3 
percent, while 
product ion of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
cables made of 
copper or other 
metals grew by 30.8 percent. 

The problem has been exac
erbated by companies in areas 
with freedom to manage their 
economic development pur
chasing imported production 
lines regardless of the avail
ability of resources. From 
1980-87, total output value of 
copper and a luminium rose 
57.6 percent, but processing 
capacity rose 300 percent in 
the same period. 

China is now taking various 
steps to rectify these imbal
ances. Last year C N N M I C 
bought 220,000 tons of copper 
ore and a lumin ium oxide 
from overseas. Providing their 
prices do not rise excessively, 
the amount is expected to be 
greater this year. To ensure 
domestic supplies, strict con
trols will be enforced on the 
export of products made of 
non-ferrous metals (unless 
such materials are imported 
for processing and re-export). 

China is the world's largest 

Alumin ium ingots of the L a n z h o u A lumin ium Plant 

r e a d y to b e s h i p p e d . MIN ZHONGJIE. 

exporter of tungsten, antino
my, rare earth and tin. In 
1989. efforts will be made to 
improve management and the 
quality of these exports, and 
increase intensive processing 
capabilities and the proportion 
of finished goods. 

Founded in January 1984, 
CNNMIC has earned US$1.4 
billion by exporting metal 
products in the last five years. 
US$500 million of this came 
last year alone, an increase of 
19 percent on 1987. 

During the same period, 
China imported copper, alumi
nium, lead and zinc at a cost of 
US$1.8 billion. 

CNNMIC has 10 branches 
and offices overseas in the Un
ited States, Japan, Britain, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 
Austra l ia , Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Macao. 

by Han Baocheng 
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B U S I N E S S / T R A D E 

Raising Funds for Smaller Firms 

I n late 1988, China ' s first 
symposium on economic co
operat ion between overseas 

companies and m e d i u m and 
small-scale en t e rp r i s e s took 
place in Yangzhou , J i angsu 
Province. 

The overal l cond i t ion of the 
Chinese economy in 1988 was 
reviewed. I t was noted that 
many c o n t r a c t s and agree
ments had been signed with 
foreign bus iness r ep resen ta 
tives, and a large a m o u n t of 
foreign cap i t a l had f lowed 
into China . Various difficul
ties were also discussed, such 
as inflat ion, shortages of raw 
mater ia ls , t ranspor t facil i t ies, 
energy resources and funds, all 
of which have become ob
stacles h inder ing in t e rna t ion 
al economic and technological 
co-operation.' 

Officials responsible for the 
development of China ' s coas
tal provinces and regions re
peatedly pointed out , however , 

tha t despite these d rawbacks , 
the out look was good for over
seas investors . They said that 
the re la t ively low level of in
ves tment , the small r isk, high 
efficiency and high r e tu rn on 
capi ta l made pu t t ing money 
in to small and medium-scale 
enterpr ises an a t t rac t ive pros
pect. 

A c c o r d i n g to pa r t i c ipan t s , 
the most luc ra t ive areas for 
overseas i n v e s t m e n t d u r i n g 
the last two years have* been 
the processing and assembling 
of i m p o r t e d m a t e r i a l s and 
par t s and compensa to ry t r ade . 
Ne i the r of these requi re large 
funding from China , and they 
r e m a i n re la t ive ly unaffected 
by the domest ic economic si
t u a t i o n . T h e y added t h a t 
China should now s t r ive to 
impor t more advanced equip
ment and technology to prom
ote fur ther co-opera t ion in this 
area. 

China ' s smal l and m e d i u m -

Processing wallets for Canadian clients in the Wuxian County Leather Goods 
Plant, Jiangsu Province. " YUE HAITAO 

scale enterpr ises now play a 
major ro le in the na t ion ' s 
e c o n o m y : they accoun t for 
99.6 percent of the count ry ' s 
1.2 mill ion indus t r i a l enter
prises, produce 68.5 percent of 
tota l indus t r i a l ou tpu t and em
ploy 78 percent of indus t r i a l 
employees. 

It was stated that the ma
jor p rob lem in developing co
opera t ion with overseas com-

I panics was a lack of infor-
I ma t ion . To p r o m o t e unde r 

s tanding, China establ ished a 
j Co-ordinat ing Cen t re for Bus

iness Co-opera t ion under the 
Stale Planning Commiss ion in 

i 1985. Its pr incipal tasks have 
I been to increase contacts and 

exchanges with foreign econo
mic o rgan iza t ions and com
panies , to offer a consul tancy 
service and in t roduce poten
t ial pa r tne r s , to resolve diffi
cult ies encoun te red by foreign 
investors , and to t ra in person
nel. 

To da te , the centre has esta
blished l inks with more than 
200 official or semi-offfical or
g a n i z a t i o n s f rom some 20 
count r ies . It has also signed 
long- term co-operat ive agree
ments with the Federa l Re
pub l i c of . G e r m a n y , I t a l y , 

: Swi tzer land, D e n m a r k and Ja
pan, and helped negotiate con-

I t racts for 74 co-operat ive pro
jects . 

I The cent re is repor ted to be 
I p lann ing a fur ther symposium 
j on economic co-operat ion with 
I small and medium-sca le en-
I terprises a imed specifically at 

compan ies from the U n i t e d 
States , Japan and the Federa l 

\c of G e r m a n y . The dis
cussions will be supplemented 
by visits to N o r t h Amer ica , 
Europe and Japan to conduct 
business negot ia t ions . 

by Yao Jianguo 

28 B E I J I N G R E V I E W , J A N U A R Y 2.^29, 1989 



Jiangsu Builds Tie 

J iangsu Province has an
nounced plans to establish 
a joint economic and tech

nological centre in Nanjing 
with' Baden-Wuert temberg 
state in the Federal Republic 
of Germany. A formal agree
ment should be signed later 
this year. 

The centre's main task is to 
collect and collate information 
on economic co-operation and 
development and to train 
Chinese technicians and ad
ministrative personnel. 

Jiangsu, situated in eastern 
China, has developed more 
rapidly than any other prov- j 
ince. Small and medium-sized 
enterprises make up 97.7 per
cent of all the enterprises ' 
in the province—similar to i 
Baden-Wuerttemberg. 

Already the two regions 
have signed 24 agreements. 
Four of these are for joint 
projects, four for co-operative 
production, and the rest for 
importing technology and key 
equipment. They mainly in
volve precision machinery, 
chemicals, electrical appli
ances and food processing. 
Presently 25 new projects are 
being negotiated. 

Long-term co-operation is 
expected in the areas of joint 
and co-operative production, 
compensatory trade, the pro
cessing of imported materials 
and the transfer of technology. 

Bad'en-Wuerttemberg has 
now received orders worth 
US$30.8 million for technolo
gy and equipment from Jiang
su to irhprove the quality and 
technological level of produc
tion. In addition, around 100 
administrative personnel have 
received special training for ! 
working in joint ventures. 

As well as Baden-
Wuerttemberg, Jiangsu has es-

s With FRG 
tablished direct economic and 
technological co-operative re
lations with several other re
gions around the world includ
ing the Australian state of Vic
toria, Tuscany in Italy, cities 
in France and Ecuador, and 
Bulgaria. Links are currently 
being negotiated with Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and the Neth
erlands. 

by Yao Jianguo 

Foreign Finance 
Group 
Reshuffled 

T o strengthen and expand 
its control over foreign 
capital , China's State 

Council has reorganized the 
membership of its group res
ponsible for overseeing over
seas investment. 

Established in July 1986, the 
daily work of the group is un
der the leadership of the Spe
cial Economic Zones Office. 

The group's tasks are to re
search policies, plans and mea
sures and draw up suggested 
lines of action for the State 
Council. 

The group's leader is now 
Tian J iyun, State Council 
vice-premier. Its deputy lead
ers are Gan Ziyu, vice-
minister of the State Plan
ning Commission, Shen Juer-
en, vice-minister at the Min
istry of Foreign Economic 
Relations and Trade and de
puty secretary-general of the 
State Council, and He Chun-
lin, director of the State Coun
cil's Special Economic Zones 
Office. Zhou J iannan, the 
group's former deputy leader, 
was appointed its consultant. 

The group's members are: 

Xiang Huacheng, vice-
minister at the Ministry of Fi
nance, Cheng Lianchang, vice-
minister at the Ministry of 
Personnel, Yan Zhongqin, 
vice-minister at the Ministry 
of Labour, Liu Hongru, de
puty president of the People's 
Bank of China, Wang Deyan, 
president of the Bank of 
China, Dai Jie, director of the 
General Adminis t ra t ion of 
Customs, Jin Xin, director of 
the State Administration of 
Taxation, Tian Shugan, depu
ty director of the State Ad
ministration for Industry and 
Commerce, Li Peichuan, depu
ty director of the Law Bureau 
of the State Council, and Ling 
Zeti, deputy director of the 
State Administration of For
eign Exchange Control. 

by Li Ping 

Snore Cure 

A Beijing professor claims 
to have invented a suc
cessful cure for snoring. 

Weng Weijian of the Beijing 
College of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine says a drop of his 
medicine in the nose before 
bed guarantees a peaceful 
night for almost every snorer. 

Named Hanliting (stop snor
ing immediately), the cure is 
made entirely from plants. Ac
cording to a researcher, clini
cal tests have produced an ef
ficacy rate of more than 90 
percent. He also said it had no 
side-effects. 

Test patients have con
firmed the cure's effective
ness, but a few of them said 
initially it caused a slight pain. 

Already US$10 million 
worth of Hanliting has been 
sold in Singapore, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Indonesia, and 
negotiations are currently un
der way with businessmen 
from the United States, Aus
tralia and Hong Kong. 

by Han Guojian 
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FROMITHEICHINESEIPRESS 

Factors Fueling Ongoing Rackets 

BAN YUE TAN 
(Fortnightly Forum) 

I nspite of press b o m b a r d 
ment and government and 
Par ty warn ings , b u r e a u 

cratic racketeer ing is still r am
pant in China . 

Accoring to the d e p a r t m e n t 
of i ndus t ry and c o m m e r c e , 
there were 300,000 companies 
in 1985 and 360.000 in 1987; 
many of them were organized 
by Par ty and government in
st i tut ions. Accord ing to 1988 
ind ica t ions , such c o m p a n i e s 
are increasing. 

Dur ing this s t re tch of t ime , 
the Pa r ty and g o v e r n m e n t 
have made efforts to clean up 
these companies , but they have 
always found ways to beat the 
system. For example, when the 
government and Pa r ty Cen t ra l 
Commi t t ee banned off ic ia ls 
from engaging in commerc i a l 
business, some of them set up 
their chi ldren as f ronts ; when , 
in turn , the c runch was put on 
these young people, they went 
underground . Some cla imed to 
unhook connect ions with the 
companies but still ma in t a ined 
close ties on the sly. 

Why is bu reauc ra t i c racke
teering a tough nut to c rack? 
Many credit this s tampede for 
wealth th rough China ' s new 
open door to hopes raised by a 
re-routed economy. Chang ing 
the product economy in to a 
commodi ty economy seems to 
have broken the re la t ive bal
ance in the incomes between 
individuals . In short , as long 
as the old and new systems co
exist, the door is open for 
the conception and growth of 
bu reauc ra t i c r acke tee r ing as 
well. 

Dur ing the economic s t ruc
tural reform, which s tar ted in 
December 1978, the m a r k e t -

m e c h a n i s m was i n t r o d u c e d 
However , the old system still 
l ingers and in cer ta in fields is 
yet p laying an i m p o r t a n t role. 
The newly in t roduced marke t 
m e c h a n i s m and the fo rmer 
p l a n n i n g sys tem toge the r 
forge an admin i s t r a t ive power 
which , though not in direct 
cont ro l of the commodi t i es as 
before, can inf luence the di
r ec t i on of t he i r f low. Th i s 
makes it possible for people to 
seek high profi ts by dint of 
power' a lone—no capi ta l out
put and no risks. This has be
come a way for some govern
men t off icials to l ine the i r 
pockets . 

Here is a case in poin t . A 
provincia l p lann ing commis
sion set up a c o m p a n y , a 
" c o n s t r u c t i o n eng inee r ing -
consul tancy serv ice ," and an
nounced tha t all the capi ta l 
cons t ruc t ion projects in the 
p rov ince had to be f i l tered 
t h rough this company . 

Besides officials who t h u m b 
the i r noses at gove rnmen t op
posi t ion, there are also people 
who go into business for so-
cal led legal reasons. These are 
people s t reaml ined to work in 
these admin i s t r a t ive compan
ies. A l t h o u g h they are com
pany members they are still 
supervised by the admin i s t r a 
tive organs . Thei r dua l s ta tus 
ensures that the company they 
work for will enjoy privileges 
in ce r t a in economic sectors . 
Toge ther these two kinds of of
ficials have crea ted a f lourish
ing b u r e a u c r a t i c economy. 

Compan ies which l u m p gov
e r n m e n t admin i s t r a t i on wi th 
e n t e r p r i s e m a n a g e m e n t fuel 
the exis tence and spread of 
this u n h e a l t h y t rend and con

t r ibu te to cor rup t ion . Sponsors 
of these companies wield both 
poli t ical and economic power. 
While contro l l ing the alloca
tion of f inance and mater ia l s , 
they also monopol ize the ap
p rova l and e x a m i n a t i o n of 
projects and the pr ic ing of cer
ta in commodi t ies . The resul ts : 
A n unfairness in compet i t ion 
that cr ipples the deve lopment 
of the commodi ty economy; an 
encouragement of ill pract ices , 
such as the charging of com
miss ions , b r ibe ry and even 
b l ackmai l ; and a marred pres
tige of both the Pa r ty and gov
e rnment . 

{No. 19, 1988) 

Beijing Tracks 
Population Rise 

SHOUDU J INGJI XINXI BAO 
( B o i l i n g E c o n o m i c I n f o r m a t i o n ) 

A ccord ing to the Bei
j i ng M u n i c i p a l S t a t i s 
tics Bureau, by the end 

of June 1988 Beijing had a po
pu la t ion of 9.957 mill ion, 2.4 
t imes as much as in 1949. 

However , this f igure was 
I only from the residence book

lets. Actua l ly , Beijing's popu
lat ion has already exceeded 10 
mill ion because many bi r ths 
weren't registered. 

In addi t ion , Beijing has a 
floating popula t ion of a round 
1.2 mil l ion. Of this, more than 
700,000 come from other par ts 
of the count ry , doing m a n u a l 
work or business in Beijing. 

The popula t ion boom has al
erted the publ ic . Some people 
th ink that the ci ty 's goal of 
l imi t ing the body count to 
wi th in 10 mill ion by the end of 
the cen tu ry will be a hard row 
to hoe. The concerned depar t 
ments had to co-ordinate the 
popula t ion figure with an ov
erall p lan on u rban const ruc
tion. 
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The key reasons for Beijing's 
bulging populace are a high 
natural growth rate and an ac
celerated migration into the 
city. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, the 
natural growth rate of popula
tion in Beijing hovered around 
30 per thousand; in 1963 it 
stretched to 35.3 per thousand. 
During the 1970s, the munici
pal government raised the call 
"One couple, one child," and 
the growth rate snapped back 
to 11.88 per thousand. Howev
er, each year the number of 
newborn babies still amounted 
to 169,000. 

During the 1950s, in order 
to meet the needs of political, 
cultural and economic devel
opment, a mass of people mig
rated from other places to Bei
jing. From 1949 to 1960, this 
figure shot up to 4.623 million, 
while only 3.086 million Bei
jing people were moved out of 
the capital. During the 1960s, 
the number of people who 
moved out of Beijing turned 
out to be more than the num
ber of people who moved into 
the capital, because the gov
ernment called for the local 
people to go to the mountain
ous areas and the countryside. 
Since the 1970s, condit ions 
again have switched. In 1987, 
for example, people from oth
er areas numbered 90,000, 
while people leaving Beijing 
amounted to only 40,000. 

The rapid swelling of popu
lation in Beijing has brought 
heavy pressures to bear on 
the departments of transport, 
energy, water supply, housing 
and materials supply. 

Chen Xitong, mayor of Bei
jing, held that the bloated po
pulation is the main drag on 
the city's overall development. 
He said, "Though some poli
cies have been carried out to 
restrict the increase of popula
tion in Beijing, the expansion 
will not be checked in a short 
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period." 
Some experts expect that in 

the long run Beijing's popula
tion will continue to increase. 
By the end of the century, the 
total number will be 11.5 mil
lion and 12.6 million in 2024. 
Then the figures may begin to 
decline. 

{November 8, 1988) 

TV Sets Lure 
Duplicator Buys 

JIEFANG RIBAO 
(Liberation Daily) O riginally, only a few 

stores in Shanghai mar
keted duplicators, with 

an annua l sales volume of 
about 20 machines. But in the 
past few years, the number of 
stores entering the duplicator 
business increased to 200 with 
an annual sales volume of 
nearly 10,000. 

A manager of a stationery 
shop said that in order to lure 
more people into purchasing 
duplicators, a number of shops 
bought colour televisions at 
high prices and then sold them 
at fair prices to the buyers of 
duplicators. The price differ
ence was tagged onto the mar
ket prices for dupl icators . 
Thus, duplicators have become 
goods in great demand. 

A salesman found a strange 
thing several days ago while 
debugging a dupl icator in 
a factory. Two duplicat ing 
machines purchased by the 
factory several months ago 
had not been put to use. The 
factory, however, had recently 
bought a third one. The reason 
was that two colour TV sets 
hooked up to the duplicators 
had been entertaining two 
leaders. Their fun had caused 
another leader to be envious, 
so in order to avoid "shaking 
the applicant," they had or

dered another machine. 
Some enterprises have 

searched high and low for col
our television buys that are 
tied in duplicator sales. Qual
ity doesn't concern them be
cause the funds for duplicators 
will be paid by the state. In 
order to cater to this market 
mania, one stationery shop ad
vertised to release three colour 
TV sets if one duplicator was 
sold. As a result, other shops, 
unwilling to lag behind, have 
raised the ante anywhere from 
four or six sets per duplicator. 

This unhealthy competition 
is now infecting air condition
er, videorecorder and compu
ter businesses, too. 

{November 8, 1988) 

Test-tube Baby 
Ends Marriage 

ZHONGGUO RIBAO 
(China Daily) A woman has been given 

a divorce because of the 
gossip and censure she 

had to endure over her baby 
son. 

The boy was born 18 months 
ago after the woman was arti
ficially inseminated with the 
sperm of a man other than her 
husband, who was thought to 
be infertile. 

There is no law regarding 
problems arising from artifi
cial insemination. The court 
decided to apply the adoption 
law on the basis that the hus
band had agreed to the use of 
another man's sperm. The ver
dict was that the husband 
should pay 204 yuan mainte
nance for the period from July 
1987 to November 1988, and a 
further 18 yuan every month 
until the boy becomes inde
pendent. 

(January 9,1989) 



Artist Bikes About tiie World 

Z
hang Bingyao, a 54-year-
old ar t is t , became a le
gendary hero admi red by 

thousands of Beijing youth af
ter he had pedaled about the 
world for sketching and ex
hibit ing his pain t ings . Zhang 
started his bike tour in Beijing 
on December 3 1 , 1985, and 
wheeled th rough more t h a n 

115 cities and count ies in nine 
provinces , to ta l l ing a dis tance 
of more t han 5,000 km. In 
doing so, he gained the dis
t inc t ion of becoming the first 
Ch inese a r t i s t to comple t e 
such a tour from the source to 
the m o u t h of the great r iver . 
D u r i n g the tour he did more 
than 1,000 sketches and took 

150 cities in many coun
tries and regions, such as 
Hong Kong, A u s t r a l i a , 
the U n i t e d S ta t e s , 
F rance , H o l l a n d and 
Thai land , covering a to
tal dis tance of more than 
50,000 km. H e re tu rned 
to Beijing on October 27, 
1988, with a souvenir of 
more than 3,000 sketches 
and paint ings that he had 
created dur ing his jour
ney. When he reached 
T ian An Men S q u a r e , 
the terminal point of his 
tour, thousands of young 
volimteers were wai t ing 
there to welcome h im, 
waving flags and posters. 
One of the posters r ead : " 
Welcome the re tu rn of an 
artist and an adven tur 
er." 

Zhang now is an as
sociated professor at his 
alma mater , the Cent ra l Aca
demy of Fine Ar t s . He had en
rolled there at the age of 23 
and studied under such well-
known masters as G u Y u a n , 
Huang Yongyu , Li K u c h a n 
and W u Zuoren . In the 1960s 
Zhang's woodcut p r in t s and 
water -co lour pa in t i ngs were 
displayed and h igh ly ac
claimed in the Soviet U n i o n 
and in Poland. 

In the early 1980s, Zhang 
conducted a pa in t ing tour in 
an area along the H u a n g h e 
(Yellow) River going th rough 

Zhang Bingyao in front of the Lincoln Memorial 

10,000 p ic tures . 
Z h a n g once said, " T h e Yel

low R i v e r is the c r a d l e of 
Chinese c ivi l iza t ion, and it has 
provided me wi th m a n y mater 
ials and m u c h insp i ra t ion ." 

He he ld an exh ib i t i on of 
his H u a n g h e ( Y e l l o w ) Riv
er pa in t ings in Beij ing and 
caught the eyes of ar t i s t ic cir
cles both wi th in the coun t ry 
and abroad . He received in
vi ta t ions from more than 10 
count r ies asking h im to have 
lec ture tours . Because of these 
inv i t a t ions , Zhang decided to 

seize the oppor tun i ty to take a 
bike tour a round the world. 

Z h a n g h imse l f cal led his 
Yellow River tour the first 
"shock wave" in his life. Hence 
his global tour was the se
cond. He th inks Chinese ar
tists should t ravel more places 
to b roaden their ar t is t ic hor
izons so as to create greater 

Hall. works . 
Z h a n g began to prepare 

for his bike tour in the 
first ha l f of 1985. His 
plan received warm sup
port from var ious social 
uni ts and people. Some 
managed to raise money 
for his tour, and the Min 
istry of Cu l tu r e helped 
h im wath the red tape , 
such as getting a passpor t 
and fulf i l l ing r e q u i r e d 
p r o c e d u r e s . The C h i n a 
Ocean N a v i g a t i o n Co . 
even pi tched in with a 
promise for a free r ide 
on any of the company 's 
sh ips , and the T ian j in 
Bicycle M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
Fac tory offered to prov
ide h im with the wheels, a 
cus tom-made bicycle. 

On D e c e m b e r 31 of 
the same year , Z h a n g 
l aunched his a d v e n t u r e 

a rmed with 3,000 slides in
t roduc ing Chinese cu l tu re and 
scenery, a bunch of pa in t ing 
paper , a snapshot camera and 
a video camera . D u r i n g .his 
three years on the road, he 
encounte red and su rmoun ted 
many difficult ies. In the Uni t 
ed States, he s tar ted from the 
city of Los Angeles in Califor
nia, t raversed 11 states and 
ended up in Washing ton by 
the east coast. On the way, he 
managed , in a baking heat of 
38 degrees cent igrade to tac
kle the Nevada desert , which 
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Sketch by Zhang Bingyao. 

is known as "Death Valley." In 
Australia, he once fainted by 
the roadside after working 
hard and traveling a too long 
distance at a stretch. In the 
countryside of Thailand, he 
had his load lightened by 
thieves who lifted all his valu
able belongings. 

"Travel seems like a roman
tic thing," Zhang said, "but a 
lot of courage and persistence 
are required during a lonely, 
tiring journey. Hunger and 
thirst are constant compa
nions. Sometimes, I wanted to 
give up, but I finally succeed
ed in finishing the trek." 

During his journey Zhang 
gave many lectures on ancient 
Chinese culture and tradition
al Chinese paintings in eight 
colleges in the United States 
and in Australia. He also held 
paining exhibitons in many 
countries. Through these he 
got the funds neccesary to fill 
his pocket and push on. 

Zhang's global tour was a 
significant artistic adventure. 
It brought him a better under
standing of Western paintings 
through the tactile examina
tion of the folk arts and cus-
Sketch by Zhang Bingyao. 

toms of the places he visited. 
Previously, for example, the 
American Hudson School had 
seemed quite alien to him. 
However, when he painted 
from his own palette by the 
shores of the Hudson River 
he suddenly realized that this 
school was no more than a 
product of the river and local 
culture. Likewise, on the bank 

of the Seine River in France, he came to a better understanding of Jean F. Millet, the realist master who was deeply rooted in the soil of his homeland. 
"Environment plays the decisive part in the formation of an artist's style and character. This journey showed me that native soil provides the most fertile grounds for the prosperity of art ." Zhang said. 
During his journey Zhang also discovered that Westerners are still quite ignorant about the art of Chinese painting. Even some experts knew little about the techniques and skill of t radi t ional Chinese paintings. "Such a fact is shameful for Chinese artists," Zhang said, "so I try my best to paint more and talk more about Chinese paintings. It seems that cul tura l understanding between East and West will take time." 
For now, Zhang is busy sorting and compiling his sketches. An exhibition of the paintings he created during his bike tour will be held in Hong Kong next year. 

by Zhang Wei 
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Changyang: Musical Heritage 

A lthough Changyang is a 
small county in central 
China's Hubei Province, 

its folk songs and dances have 
a great appeal. This was re
cently proved by an especially 
entertaining performance by 
the county's song and dance 
troupe in Beijing. 

There are two kinds of songs 
in Changyang County: moun
tain songs and folk songs. The 
former tend to be sonorous 
and bright. People like to sing 
these tunes when engaged in 
manual labour, such as cut
ting firewood or weeding in 
the field. The latter are lyrical 
and mild, expressing a variety 
of feelings, either of the singer 
or of the people. The male solo 
entitled "Beautiful Home
town," an ant iphonal piece 
called "Wanton Tune," and a 
female solo, "Drying Clothes" 
are all songs depicting the lo
cal everyday life. "Weeping 
Before Wedding" voices the 
feelings of a Tujia nationality 
girl bidding fairwell to friends 
before her wedding ceremony. 
Tujia D a n c e . 

The song mingles happiness 
and sadness together, explor
ing fully of the girl's compli
cated emotions. 

A Changyang nan qu (south
ern tune) piece called "Brigh
ter Is the Moon of My Home
town" depicts the Tujia peo
ple's longing for the return of 
their bread-earners away from 
home. Nan qu is a unique 
blend of Han nationality and 
local culture. During wartime 
in ancient China many Han 
nat ional i ty families in the 
coastal areas of eastern China 
were forced to leave their 
homes and moved to Chan
gyang County where most of 
the inhibitants were Tujia peo
ple. The newcomers brought 
their songs and dances to this 
place where they took root and 
developed into nan qu. The 
words are refined and the 
tunes are elegant. Accompan
ied by a band, the performer 
sings and dances while playing 
a musical instrument. 

The ba shan dance, another 

0J ' 

Changyang specialty, was de
rived from the ceremonial 
dances commemorating ances
tors and has a strong self-
entertaining quality. Today on 
festive occasions, the local 
people often dance these steps 
in celebration. This simple, ro
bust dance is characterized 
by extravagant hip gyrations. 
Hence, many people have nick
named it the "Chinese disco." 
"The Merry Bisca" (bisca re
fers to the Tujia people in the 
local language) and the "Song 
for Drinking Wine" are both 
rhythm-setters for the ba shan 
dance. "The Merry Bisca" de
picts a scene in which young 
girls and boys sing and dance 
to celebrate their harvest. The 
"Song for Drinking Wine" is 
closely related to the local cus
tom of imbibing fruity spirits. 
The Tujia people siphon wine 
through a thin pipe from a 
wine jar and the hospitable 
people like to entertain their 
guests in this special way. 

The Song and Dance Troupe 
of the Changyang County was 
founded 30 years ago and now 
has about 50 performers and 
workers. 

by Feng Jing 

X U X I A N G J U N 
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A R T P A C E 

Su Dongpo (1037-1101), a great Chinese 
poet in the Song Dynasty. 

7 ' 

A Lady. 

I 

Chinese Paintings 
by Fan Zeng 

Fan Z e n g w h o w a s 
b o r n i n N a n t o n g , J iangsu 
P r o v i n c e , a n d n o w 
t e a c h e s a t N a n k a i 
U n i v e r s i t y i n T I a n j i n , is 
t a l e n t e d i n p o e t r y , 
c a l l i g r a p h y a n d p a i n t i n g , 
e s p e c i a l l y p a i n t i n g 
c h a r a c t e r s f r o m C h i n e s e 
h i s t o r y . 

Li Er (Lao Zi) (about 571-? BC), China's great philosopher in the Spring and Autumn Period. 
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