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" AVIATION INDUSTRY TAKES OFF




Yingkou Harbour, the second largest in
northeast China, has an annual handling
capacity of 930,000 tons of cargoes.
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A view of the newly built street in downtown Yingkou.

imported production line produces

200,000 double-tub washing machines a

Yingkou — A Port City

Yingkou abounds in agricultural,
aquatic and mineral products. Its textile,
petroleum, chemical, machinery,
eletronics, building materials and
metallurgical industries have developed
rapidly in recent years. The city, which
became a comprehensive export
commodities production centre ever since
1981, has marketed its products to more
than 40 countries and regions.
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In this issue Beijing Review carries Vice-Premier Tian
Jiyun’s analysis of China’s price reform. He discusses the
achievements and problems behind the reform, and outlines the
solutions to those problems. This excerpts is selected from the
vice-premier’s speech at a recent Beijing meeting of cadres from
Party and government organizations (p. 16).

China’s Aeronautics Industry Takes Off j

From a repair and service trade, China’s aeronautics has
grown into a full-fledged industry capable of manufacturing
both military and civil aircraft. Our special report, which
comprises three articles, reviews the country’s efforts to rely on
its own forces to develop its aeronautics into a state-of-the-art
industry (p. 20).

Following independent foreign policies, China is seen as a
major force behind world peace and development. In a recent
report to the Standing Committee of the NPC, China’s foreign
minister analyses the world situation and the role China played
in the year gone by (p. 5).

| An Economist

Trade protectionism intensified, the international

" currency markets were unstable, and the debt that had been

weighing heavily on many third world countries continued to

grow. The result was most nations, developed or developing,
made little, if any. economic progress last year (p. 14).

Soviet-Japanesc rclations are expected to improve
following Foreign Minister Shavardnadze’s visit to Tokyo.
However, hopes for closer ties will become stunted if their long-
standing territorial strains remain unresolved (p. 10).
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Promoting Trade With E. Europe

by Zhang Zeyu

hina chalked up dramatic
increases in its trade with
East European countries in 1985.
The total value of governmental
trade rose more than 70 percent
over 1984. And this trend will
continue in 1986.

Besides, both sides also engaged
in additional trade, barter and
compensation trade. Commod-
ities imported from Eastern
Europe range {rom rolled steel,
chemical fertilizers and chemicals.
to motor vehicles, textile machin-

ery, and mining and oil drilling -

equipment. China’s exports to
these Eastern countries include
rice, soybeans, canned loods.
frozen pork and fruit. cotion.
textiles, silk, minerals. hardware.

machinery, chemical and  hght
industrial goods
In addition 1o the central

departments.  several  Chinese
provinces and cities have also
devgloped their own trade with
East European nations. Shunghai.
China’s largest industrial city, for
example, signed a number of
barter trade contracts in 1985 with
Yugoslavia, Poland. Czechoslo-
vakia, the German Democratic
Republic and Hungary. The value
of import and export trade with
Poland and Czechoslovakia stood
at 60 million Swiss francs. In 1985
dozens of groups of trade officials
and company managers {rom
Eastern Europe visited Shanghai
where they held a series of
technical exchange symposiums
and product sumples exhibitions.

At present. trade offictals from
some of China’s provinces and
cities are discussing with their
counterparts from Eastern
Europe the establishment of joint
ventures and independentiy own-
ed enterprises, undertaking con-
tracted projects tor a third party

or pooling funds to exploit
resources. These talks also
broached the question of co-
operation on compensation trade
measures or exporting products 1o
a third country.

Several tactors contributed to
the growth of Chinu’s trade with
East European countries.

— The improvement of mutual
relations has provided a sound
foundation for China to develop
economic ties and trade with these
nations. As socialist countries.
both look to an easing of
international tension and endur-
mg peace to help ensure the
success of their socialist economic
construction.

—Since 1979, when China
began implementing the policy of
invigorating its domestic
economy. its industrial  and
agricultural production has devel-
oped rapidly. Consecutive years of
bumper harvests and  steady
industrial growth have provided
China with abundant sources for
expanding export commodities.

— The commodities exported
by each side are geared to market
needs. The raw materials, machin-
ery and transportation equipment
imported from Eastern Europe are
suited-to China’s needs. while the
agricultural, sideline, native and
special products, minerals and
textiles exported by China are
lacking in these nations.

Goods traded are not paid
for in cash. but on a credit basis.
making it convenient for both
sides. .

Developing economic and trade
relations  with East European
countries is a component of
China’s open policy, policy which
is applicable not only to the
Western capitalist countries, but
also to the Soviet Union and other

Fast European countries and the
vast  number of third world
countries as well,

However. since China has made
some progress inits ecconomic and
trade relations with the Western
capitalist countries, some people
have accused China of following
the old path of allowing the West
to plunder its resources as had
some other countries. From this
allegation. these  people have
concluded that China has strayed
from the socialist path. Thiss, of
course. way off the mark because
China develops economic and
trade ties with forcign countries

precisely with  the aim ol
accelerating s socialist
modernization.

Now that China is expanding its
cconomic and trade relations with
the East European countries,
some people worry that China’s
ties with other countries will be
adversely affected. Action. how-
ever, speaks louder than words. In
1985 when China’s trade with
Eastern Europe developed rapid-
ly. its trade volume with the
United States amounted to US$6
billion, a 7.6 percent increase over
1984: its trade volume with EC
countries ran to USS6 billion: a
24.5 percent rise over 1984: and. its
trade volume with Japan climbed
as high as USS16 billion, up by
30.2 percent over the previous
year,

A sovereign country wilh a
population of 1 billion, China
practises an independent foreign
policy. It is willing to deveiop
economic and trade retations with
all countries and regions on the
basis  of equality and mutual
pencfit. All ready to do so are
welcome to join in.
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Policy of Peace Prevails in World Affairs

Following an independent and
peaceful foreign  policy,
China has commanded increasing
recognition as a major force
behind peace and development in
a world where peace-loving forces
have outstripped the growth of
those bent on war. But this is no
reason for blind optimism.

“We should remain vigilant.”
warned Foreign Minister Wu
Xuegian in a report on the state of
international affairs to the 14th
Session of the Sixth National
People’s Congress Standing Com-
mittee, held in Beijing on January
16. “Factors that account for
tension and turbulence are still
there in the world situation. So is
the danger of a new world war,” he
said, adding that world peace
could be saved only through the
concerted efforts of peace-loving
people around the world.

Wu, who is aiso state counctllor.
told legislators that gencrally
speaking, international tension
had been eased in the past vear, as
the superpowers had switched
from stubborn confrontation to at
least a blend of confrontation and
dialogue.

The Soviet Union aund the
United States restored their talks
in 1985 in order to prevent their
confrontation frem running out of
hand. “This has led to @ measure
of relaxation in their bilateral
relations and international situ-
ation as a whole and it 1s
praiseworthy.” Wu said.

But to achicve a genuinely
relaxed world environment. far
more work needs to be done. The
Chinese foreign minister calied on
Washington and Moscow in his
report to take concrete steps
towards that end instead of only
paying lip service to the ever-
popular themes based on “no
military superiority’” and “‘preven-
tion of the outbreak of war.”” They
should, through conscientious
efforts, reach an agreement that
could lead to drastic slashes of
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their nuclear arsenals and halt
their arms race from entering
outer space, both of which are
preconditions for a total ban and
complete destruction of all nuclear
weéapons.

“Although the United States
and the Soviet Union have
returned to the negotiation
tables,” Wu said, “"their arms race
is still going unabated, and ‘hot
spots’——regional problems en-
dangering world peace and
stability —are yet to be cooled
down.”

To make his point, the Chinese
official reeled off a number. of
those ““hot spots™:

Afghanistan. The Soviet Union
has shown no sincerity or given
any indications that it will pull its
troops out of the neighbouring
Muslim country.

Kampuchea. The Vietnamese
occupation troops backed by the
Kremlin kicked off a dry-scason
offensive last year, but have failed
to subdue the patriotic forces of
Democratic Kampuchea led by
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.
Middle East. Violence is gradually
giving way to political discussion
in the region. but a latent crisis
situation prevails because of the
stand of the United States and
Israel and the meddling of the
Soviet Union.

Korea. The dialogue and contact
between North and South Korea
came up with some tangible results
last year, easing tension along the
peninsula, but military confront-
ation remains the norm.

South Africa. Pretoria has streng-
thened its racist rule, invaded and
harassed neighbouring countries
and has obstructed the inde-
pendence of Namibia. The
situation there only seems to go
from bad to worse.

Wu also pointed out that gloom
seems to have settled upon the
world economy. Economic
growth has been slowing down

considerably, while the gap
between the developed and
developing nations continues to
widen.

A current deadlock on North-
South dialogue, coupled with the
East-West confrontation, com-
plicated world relations in the last

year, Wu said. As the tension
mounts, however, peace and
development have become in-

creasingly important concerns to
people around the world.

“It is the common aspiration of
all the world’s people to seek
development in peace and to
promote peace with develop-
ment,” the foreign minister said.

Wu termed China’s independ-
ent foreign policy of peace
“sound, and the most effective” in
the history of the People’s
Republic. According to him, this
policy is based on the following
principles: never attaching to or
fostering strategic relations or an
alliance with any big power or bloc
of powers; standing by other third
world nations; opposing
hegemonism and safeguarding
world peace; striving to establish
and develop friendly ties with all
countries on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Cocx-
istence; and upholding the current
open policy so as o boost
economic and technological ex-
changes and co-operation with all
countries on the basis of cquality
and mutual benefit.

These principles have made
China an active member in the
world community. The year gone
by saw Chinese leaders visiting
more than 40 countries and
receiving counterparts from as
many countries. According to Wu,
with the addition of Bolivia,
Grenada and Nicaragua last year,
the total number of nations having
diplomatic relations with China
has reached 134.

He said unity and co-operation
between China and other third
world countries have been fur-
thered by Chinese leaders’ visits to
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. countries in Asia, Africa, Latin

America and the South Pacific
region and the visits to China by
more than 20 heads of state from
the third world.

On Sino-Japanese relations, Wu
referred to a four-point proposal
put out by General Secretary Hu
Yaobang last year. The pro-
gramme involved the promotion
of friendship as state policy,
fostering better attitudes towards
past conflicts, strictly abiding by
the Sino-Japanese Joint Statement
and the Sino-Japanese Treaty of
Peace and Friendship, and
carrying on the bilateral friend-
ship from  generation to
generation.

With the exchange of visits by
ieaders of China and several West
European countries, Wu said,
China and Western Europe now
had more in common, and that
economic ties and trade between
them had progressed in the past
year.

Heartening progress, Wu said,
had also been achieved in relations
between China and socialist
countries in Eastern Europe.
China has furthered its unity and
trade relations with Romania and
Yugoslavia, .and improved its
relations with the German
Democratic Republic, Poland,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and
Bulgaria.

Wu pointed out that recent
developments in Sino-US rel-
ations on the whole have been
stable. Leaders from both coun-
tries have exchanged visits, and
progress has been made in
bilateral co-operation in the fields
of economy, trade, science and
technology. However, he said, the
issue of Taiwan still remains the
main barrier to better ties between
these two countries. The key to
removing this barrier, Wu said,
lies in strict impiementation by the
American side of the three Sino-
American communiques put forth
since 1972, concerning Sino-US
diplomatic relations, arms sales to
Taiwan and Washington’s recog-
nition of the government of the
People’s Republic of China as the
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sole legal government of China.
The Chinese foreign minister
said that the Sino-Soviet relations
had improved to some extent in
the past 12 months, particularly in

their economic relations and
trade. However, he said, no
fundamental improvement has

ever been in sight in the political
relations between the two coun-
tries. If the Soviet side is sincere
about improving its relations with
China, it should do something
concrete to remove the political
obstacles rather than try to shun
them. The first thing to do, Wu
said, is for the Kremlin to stop
supporting Viet Nam in its
aggression against Kampuchea.

Agro-Science
Enters Goliden Age

The Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981-
85) came and went as a
vintage period for China’s agricul-
tural science—a period crowned
with breakthroughs and achieve-
ments. While agricultural perfor-
mance keeps improving steadily,
Chinese agro-scientists are still
gearing up to do even better
during the next Five-Year Plan
that began this January.

Much of the credit must be
given to the brilliant work of some
4,600 scientists and researchers
who man the Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Science. During the
past five years, by undertaking
research projects entrusted by
government  departments, the
academy pulled in 570 awards for
its research findings. Twenty of
these projects have been put inte
widespread production, and ano-
ther 20 are considered among the
hest in the world so far. These
achievements, which include the
multipurpose improvements of
alkaline land, the successful
prevention and treatment of a
wheat disease and the artificial
insemination of sheep with
refrigerated sperm, have grossed

2.6 billion yuan, according to the
academy’s vice-president, Liu
Zhicheng.

The academy, which specializes
in agriculture and animal hus-
bandry, has 33 branches throug-
hout China. Its total workforee
include more than 10,600 emplo-
yees who operate more than 6,700
hectares of experimental farm-
land. While applying its own
research findings to improve
Chinese farming and hvestock

breeding, the academy also
publishes some 55 academic
journals that aid China’s 800
million farmers in scientific
production.

Many of the academy’s achieve-
ments were made by the

dovetailing of applied science with
the country’s need for moderniza-
tion and commodity production.
Much research has been conduc-
ted that in the end has brought
China considerable financial
gains. Agro-scientists developed,
among other things, a number of
improved strains of rice, wheat,
corn, soybean and cotton and new
breeding systems for chickens and
pigs that yield high, lean output;

Shen Tianmin, a self-taught agronomist,
is the oniy farmer on a national board that
examines crop strains. Here, he is
studying a new strain of wheat — his own
brainchiid — that yields more than 6,600
kg per hectare.

WANG GANGEA
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and have come up with high-
yielding wheat and cotton cultiva-
tion techniques. By planting a new
strain of wheat developed by the
academy, northern Chinese wheat
farmers have increased their
output by 320 million kg in the
past five years. The same period
saw farmers in the Huanghe-Huai
River basin earn more than 300
miilion yuan from growing a new
strain of cotton on some 666,700
hectares of alkaline land.

In the field of applied
technology, the academy has
developed more than 50 new
tracing chemicals that China
previously had to import. These
chemicals are used in the study of
insecticides, herbicides and chemi-
cal fertilizers and their impact on
insects, grass and public heaith.

Chinese agronomists have be-
gun to set up computerized data
banks to facilitate the deveiop-
ment of new strains of rice, wheat,
corn, silkworm, poultry and
domestic animals. For the first
time in Chinese history, compute-
rized irrigation systems are being
introduced to farmers.

The academy has, through
extensive studies and surveys, kept
Chinese public policy makers
informed of the current and future
development of the country’s
agriculture. Grain production, for
example, is an issue of great
significance in a country that has |
billion mouths to feed. The
academy has formulated modern
methods of grain  production,
especially in new techniques that
make better use of grain to yield
more food of high quality, and
methods of readjusting farming
systems.

As the new Five-Year Plan gets
under way, China is faced with one
of the most arduous responsibili-
ties: To prepare its rural economy
for a healihy takeofT in the 1990s.
Much of the desired progress
hinges on technical and scientific
advancement. Accordingly, the
academy will devote its major
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efforts in four fields during the
Seventh Five-Year Plan period:

— The academy will map out a
plan that will guide agro-scientists
in their efforts to take on
government research projects and
improve the relationship between
theory and application.

— Promotion of technological
development and the commercia-
lization of research findings will
also be stepped up. The academy
expects to run 30 farms that
combine scientific research and
production by 1990. These farms
are estimated to gress as much as 4
million yuan in revenue by that
time. Through the combination of

research with production, the
needs of the producers can be
brought to the attention of the
researchers and the findings can
quickly be put into practice.

—The academy plans to
increase and tighten exchanges
with foreign colleagues. Ten
laboratories will be set up
specifically for this purpose, and
foreign experts will be employed
to help with research work.

— The academy intends to puli
in more research specialists by
1990, with at least 6,600 scientists
making up 55 percent of its work
force.

WU JIADU

Members of the production crew of the film, “Fascinating Music Band,” meeting with
farmers in a Beijing Suburb. The woman in the centre is Wang Haowei, the director.

Cleaning Up Films
For Better Society

hinese senior Party officials
thave called on Chinese film
makers to go beyond their
concerns over box-office returns
to consider the social benefits of
their products.

At a meecting with the
production crew of a newly
released film on January 12 in
Beyjing, Hu Qiaomu, a member of
the Political Bureau of the Party
Central Committee, said films that
were healthy in content and

beneficial to socialism would
receive encouragement at every
stage of production, while fiims
deemed immoral should be
discouraged.

“Some people in the literary and
art circles see only money, but not
the needs of people for artistic
value,” Hu said.

In his speech, Hu Qili, also a
member of the Politial Bureau,
said great efforts should be made
to improve China’s film industry
as well as the political and
professional standing of the
people involved in the industry.

Both members of the Political
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Bureau spoke highly of the new
film, Fascinating Music Band.
produced by the Beijing Film
Studio, describing it as “‘healthy,
inspiring and conducive to
socialism.”

Shot in a northern China village
in a light comedy genre, the film
involves the conflicting views
between the new and the old as a
peasant amateur musical band
comes into being.

Wang Haowei, director of the
film, has directed a number of
well-received movies in recent
vears. Fascinating Music Band was
based on an authentic pecasants’
group in Jinxian County, Liao-
ning Province, where Wang saw
how the self-taught local musi-
cians performed for their fellow
farmers after a hard day in the
fields.

8

Chinese Children Go to Antarctica
girl from Beijing and a boy from Shanghai arrived at China’s Great Wall Observation Station in
Antarctica on January 14, where they will attend a ceremony to inaugurate a bronze signboard on
behalf of 170 million Chinese children between the ages of seven und 14
Yang Hailan (left). an 11-year-old pupil in a girls” primary school, said she had prepared some
dances and songs. and learned to operate a tape-recorder and camera for the occasion. =1 will take our
wonderful ideas for the future to Antarctica.” said the other young adventurist. Wu Hong (right). Wu.
12. is a first-year student at Shanghai’s Datong Middle School.

“Their images are by no means
the same pcasant images I saw 10
years ago. When I saw them play
various instruments, I was really
stunned and deeply moved,” she
said.

In contrast to other industries
that had performed well last year,
China’s  film industry went
through a period of low box-office
turnouts. The number of movie-
goers between January and May
fell by 2.4 billion throughout the
country, compared with the same
period the year before, a drop of
20.8 percent. The figure in cities
was more dramatic, an all-time
low of 26 percent.

The waning interest in the
cinema is due in part to
competition from the television
screen. Both the central and local

TV stations aired a great many
foreign and Hongkong scnals last
year. drawing people from the
cinema en masse. The low quality
of home-made films has also
pushed ticket-holders back home.
Another factor s the growing
sophistication of the audience and
the rapid change in  Chinese
aesthetics. Finally, the ideological
underpinnings in the film industry
as a whole are quite weak. They
lack a full understanding of
socialism today. and therefore
often fuil to grasp the gquintessen-
tial  movements  of  modern
Chinese society,

In an effort to boost China’s
film industry. the State Council
recently merged the film industry
with 4 new ministry of radio,
cinema and television. Speaking
about this new move at the 14th
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News In Brief |

This vear China  wili

sponsor a  contest,
“The Ten Wild Amimals in
China I Like Best.” Whichis
aimed at helping Chinese
and foreign children gaina
better understanding  of
wildlife  1n China and
develop a love for nature.
according to the  China
Wildlife Conservation As-
sociation. The results of the
contest will be announced in
October,  Fifteen special
prize winners— 10 Chinese
children and five children
from  other  countries.
Taiwan, Hongkong  or
Macao — wili be invited 1o
visit onc of China's nature
reserves as a guest of the
conservation organization.

The Chinese Academy of
Sciences has, for the
first time in its history,
provided a total of 2.51
million yuan to aid (40
young scientists in  their
research — the youngest
being 22 years old, and 13
having studied  abroad.
Zhang Yingzhi  of  the
Shanghai Institute of
Organic Chemistry.,  who
received a Ph.I3. at London
University,  was  granted
40,000 yuan for her research
on - the application of
Palladium Complex Com-
pound in organic synthesis.
Earlier last year. the acad-
emy set up a-science tund to
foster the work of young
scientists younger than 35.
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Session of the Sixth Nautonal
People’s Congress Stunding Com-
mittee recently. State Councillor
Zhang Jingfu said it was “con-
ducive to the mutual develop-
ment” of cinema and television.
and would help to satisfy the
people’s increasing demand for
decent cultural eniertainment.
Divided leadership over the film
and television industries had given
rise to many problems, Zhang
said. Among others. there is a lack
of co-ordination between the two
sectors regarding the choice of
themes.  the arrangement of
production and the import of
foreign production. All this has
resulted in wasted labour and
financial and material resources.

Chinese Robotics
Off to Good Start

At a recent exhibition in

Urumgqi. a yvoung womanin
bright Uygur costume caught the
viewers’ eye. She greeted visitors
warmly, handed out catalogues
and then asked the visitors politely
to have a look around.

But at closer look. the young
woman in bright costume revealed
herself to be less than human. In
fact, she was a robot.

“This robot. which took us four
months to bring out. is of
relatively low quality,” said Shen

Nanxian, professor of the
Chengdu Telecommunications

Enginecering Institute in Sichuan
Province and a designer of the
human-like  robot. “We are
currently developing a new type of
robot that both talks and walks.
This intelligent robot is expected
to be accomplished withina year.”
Chinese scientists  began to
conduct research on robots in the
carly 1970s, and have since turne
out more than 1,000 incustrial
mechanical arms and more than
100 industrial robots. They have
been used mostly for assembling,
casting. forging, eclecytroplating

and paint spraying.

At the First Symposium on
Robot Science of the China
Electronics  Association, which
ended in Nanjing last November,
Professor He Fachang, executive
chairman of the svmposium, said
that robotics in China was still in
its infancy. and the country was
not yet able to mass-produce
robots. “But the development of
robots has been listed as a key
research item in China’s Seventh
Five-Year Plan (1986-90),” he
said, adding that today more than
400 Chinese scientists are building
robots.

He said China had introduced a
group of robots in teaching and
production. and that it would
carry out wider exchanges and co-
operation with other countries in
thas field.

Brothers Marathon
Across Motherland

Two brothers from Harbin,

capital city of Heilongjiang
Province. have completed a run
over 0,600 kilometres across
China.

The brothers, Yan Genghua,
26, and Yan Gengchen, 28, started
their cross-country marathon on
September 1 last year from Mohe,
China’s northernmost village in
Heilongjiang  Province. They
headed southward at a speed of
42.195 km per day and 136 days
later, they reached their destin-
ation, Haijiao village on the
Hainan [sland.

Their sister Yan Liping rode a
bicycle with them. taking care of
their supplies on the way.

CORRECTION In the nineth line of the
left column on P. 7 of our issuc No. 2.
=4.000 yuan™ should read <400 vuan.”




'INTERNATIONAL

USSR-JAPAN

Territorial

RN S T i N NPV

R R AL T T T T T T LT

Dispute Remains

The first five-day Tokyo visit by the Soviet foreign minister
resulted in new efforts to resume regular diplomatic ties, but
their long-disputed territorial problems remain unresolved.
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s oviet Foreign Minister Eduard
Shevardnadze recently con-
cluded his five-day visit to Japan
with some substantial resuits. The
most significant one, however, is
that Moscow and Tokyo’s
strained relations have finally
broken an eight-year impasse to
cautiously explore new grounds.

The Soviet foreign minister
delivered a letter from Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to
Japanese Prime Minister Yusuh-
iwo Nakasone inviting him to
Moscow. The Japanese prime
minister expressed his appreci-
ation of the invitation and
extended his own to Gorbachev,
saying “it is your turn now"" since
former Japanese Prime Minister
Tanaka made an official visit to
Moscow in 1973. Nakasone
expressed his hope that the Soviet
leader would wvisit Tokyo first.

During his stay in Tokyo,
Shevardnadze signed a trade and
tax agreement with his counter-
part, Shintaro Abe. The five-year
agreement, to begin this year, sets
reguiations for taxation on trade
activities and specifies the annual
bilateral trade talks including
discussions on development of
Siberia and other areas of eco-
nomic co-operation. The agree-
meni also includes provisions to
avoid double taxation of each
other’s products.

According to the communique
issued at the end of
Shevardnadze’s visit, the two
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ministers decided that the annual
trade consuitations between Mos-
cow and Tokyo should be
upgraded to the deputy ministerial
level and agreed to meet at least
once a year for regular consult-
ations.

The two ministers also renewed
the Soviet-Japanese cultuzal ex-
change pact which was originally
signed on January 27. 1972 and

has since been extended every two
years.

The renewed pact, effective
until January 26, 1988, will
envisage a limited exchange of
government  publications  and
scholars and the organizing of film
festivals in cach country.

A key paragraph of the
communique stated, “The two
ministers held negotiations con-
cerning the conclusion of a Japan-
Soviet peace treaty, including
various problems which might
constitute the content of the said
treaty, on the basis of the

agreement decided upon in the’

Japan-Soviet joint statement of
October 10, 19737

Japan has repeatedly voiced its
claims to the four northern islands
seized by Soviet troops at the end
of World War 11 and has described

the territorial issue as a major
obstacle to improvement of So-

viet-Japanese relations. Moscow
has maintained that the terntorial
issue does not exist.

Yet, the two sides apparently
have different interpretations of
the paragraph mentioned in the
joint communiqye even before
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Shevardnadze wound up his visit.
He said at a press conference on
January 19 that his country had
not changed its policy on the
northern territory. Japanese for-
eign ministry officials, however,
insisted while briefing reporters on
the same day that the joint
communique includes the terri-
torial issue.

On the request from Japanese to
visit graves on the Soviet-held
northern territories, the Soviet
side said that the problem “would
be studied with all duc attention
from the humanitarian stand-
point.” Moscow has so far refused
the Japanese request to allow
former Japanese dwellers on the
islands to visit the graves of their
relatives there.

The two ministers failed to
mention the proposal to hold an
Asian security conference, master-
minded by Soviet leader Gorba-
chev but ignored by Tokyo.

The relations between the two
countries deteriorated after Soviet
troops invaded Afghanistan and
Tokyo joined in the economic
sanctions against Moscow in
1979.

The meeting last March be-
tween Gorbachev and Nakasone
during the funeral of former
Soviet leader Konstantin Cher-
nenko, the first between the
countries’ top leaders in 12 years,
was the earliest sign of a thaw in-
bilateral relations. It was at that
meeting that Gorbachev agreed to
send the Soviet foreign minister to
Tokyo for an official visit, which
was delayed by the Soviet side on
several occasions.

The Gorbachev-Nakasone
meeting in Moscow was followed
by increased contacts between:
high-ranking officials of the two
countries. Meanwhile, bilateral
trade increased slightly last year,
reversing a decline during 1983-
1984.

The Soviet Union has stated
that the current state of relations
“does not correspond either to the
political weight of the two
countries in world affairs, or their
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economic potential.” The Soviets
have said that there is much to do
to increase mutual trust, especially
through active political dialogue.

The Japanese side has made
positive responses to the Soviet
call.

Foreign affairs policies are
divergent between the two coun-
tries on a series of political issues.
Moscow has taken every chance to
attack Japan’s relations with the
United States and has tried to
drive a wedge between them.
Meanwhile, Tokyo has main-
tained pressure on the Soviet

VIET NAM

Union to withdraw its troops from
Afghanistan and to reduce its
nuclear missles deployed in the
Far East.

Although the Soviet foreign
minister’s visit to Tokyo has
achieved some results, the funda-
mental issue — the territorial one
—is still not solved. Observers in
Tokyo believe that a solution to
this issue cannot be expected in the
immediate future. Therefore, it
will be some time before
significant improvements in their
relations are unfurled.

by Ren Yan

‘Peace’ Becomes Hanoi’s Latest Hoax

A Vietnamese senior foreign ministry official recently calls for
the “peaceful coexistence” of Southeast Asia, while his
government continues to escalate aggression in Kampuchea,
and ignore all United Nations resolutions to the contrary.
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t the turn of the new year, the
Vietnamese authorities
issued a call for “‘peaceful
coexistence” in Southeast Asia,
yet turned around and stepped up
its  military  operations  in
Kampuchea.

At a recent press conference in
Hanoi, Vo Dong Giang, a senior
Vietnamese foreign ministry off-
icial, stated the Kampuchean issue
was closely tied to peace and
security in Southeast Asia, and

that  “peaceful  coexistence”
should form the Dbasis for
discussions on independence,

sovereignty and security in the
region.

Vo said the settlement of the
Kampuchean issue did not lie in
the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops, in Kampuchea since 1978.
He also appeared to be unhappy
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with recent international pressure
on Viet Nam to pull out entirely by
1990. These remarks contradict
Hanoi’s earlier pledges, and
further demonstrates Viet Nam’s
unwillingness to peacefully settle
the Kampuchean issue.

Vo went on to emphasize that
the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops would ‘“‘co-ordinate with
the growth of the [pro-Vietna-
mese] Kampuchean revolutionary
forces and depend on whether they
are able to assume all military
tasks.” The Vietnamese prereq-
uisite for its troop withdrawal is
clearly designed to strengthen the
Hanoi-backed Heng Samrin re-
gime and to pit Kampucheans
against one another to perpetuate
Viet Nam’s long occupation of
that country.

Vo also made an appeal to all
factions in Kampuchea to hold
talks with the Heng Samrin regime
without discussing Vietnamese
withdrawal from Kampuchea —-
an obvious attempt by Hanoi to
legitimize the Heng Samrin regime
and the Vietnamese presence in
Kampuchea.

Harping on Hanoi’s old tune,
Vo  stressed the Kampu-
chean issue could not be solved
independently. He called for an
international guarantee for peace
and security in Southeast Asia and
the elimination of “foreign
interference.”” He warned that if a
solution could not be found, the
Vietnamese pullout would have to
be delayed, which indicates that
Viet Nam actually has no
intention of removing its troops
from Kampuchea until they have
taken over completely.

While Vo’s appeals appear on

the surface to be efforts of good
faith—facts speak louder than
words. The Vietnamese author-
ities currently have 180,000-
200,000 troops in Kampuchea.
Vietnamese aggression has taken
enormous counts of Kampuchean
lives, trampled upon the
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of the country, and has
provoked unrest and instability in
Southeast Asia. Therefore, Vi