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F a m i l y P l a n n i n g M e e t s China's Social N e e d s 
To clear up misunderstanding about China's 

population policy, Professor Wu Cangping of the China Peo
ple's University explained why China makes family planning its 
basic state policy. He pointed out that this decision was based 
on the reality of China's economy and population, and on a 
deep understanding of the objective laws governing human 
progress (p. 15). 
Zhao's L. A m e r i c a Visit Oft t o Good S t a r t 

Through the talks between the Chinese premier and the 
Colombian president in Bogota last month, they discovered iden
tical views on a wide range of world issues. Behind their 
friendship were eight points China has in common with Latin 
America expounded by Zhao. This 16-day visit to the con
tinent is still in progress (p. 6). 
China I n t r o d u c e s I n n o v a t i v e E m p l o y m e n t S y s t e m 

Due to steady economic development, China found jobs for 
more than 46 million people from 1979 to 1984. Despite the 
progress, the country still has a long way to go before achieving 
full employment. China remains, however, confident of its 
ability to fulfil this task by developing its tertiary industries and 
its small towns (p. 4). 
S u b - S a h a r a n A f r i c a Tries t o . B e a t Drought 

Years of severe drought, plus faulty development strategies, 
have brought the economies of Sub-Saharan African countries 
to the brink of collapse. Now these countries are taking steps 
to turn the tide, but their efforts depend on a number of do
mestic and international factors for success (p. 20). 
A Chinese P o r t r a i t of t h e A m e r i c a n M o s a i c 

After a 40-year absence, Chinese writer and former student 
of the Missouri School of Journalism, Wang Tsomin, returned 
to the United States to gather material for a literary first — 
America as seen by a Chinese. Wang condensed her 
year's worth of impression of America's sunny and seamy sides 
into her book, "American Kaleidoscope — A Chinese View," a 
review of which appears in this issue alongside a chapter from 
the book (p. 33). 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

China Promotes Innovative Jobs Policy 

b y X I N L I N 
(Social Editor) 

S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o , a l a r g e n u m 
b e r o f C h i n e s e y o u n g p e o p l e 
w e r e a w a i t i n g j o b s . T h e p r o b l e m 
p l a g u e d t h e y o u t h s , t h e i r p a r e n t s 
a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t . T o d a y , 
h o w e v e r , a s a r e s u l t o f a n i n t e n 
s i v e e f f o r t b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o 
r e d u c e u n e m p l o y m e n t , m a n y o f 
t h e m h a v e j o b s . F r o m 1 9 7 9 t o 
1 9 8 4 , 4 6 m i l l i o n o f C h i n a ' s f o r 
m e r l y o u t - o f - w o r k p e o p l e f o u n d 
j o b s , d e c r e a s i n g t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
u n e m p l o y m e n t r a t e f r o m 6 p e r c e n t 
i n 1 9 7 9 t o i t s 1 9 8 4 l e v e l o f 1.9 
p e r c e n t . 

W h i l e u n e m p l o y m e n t h a s l o n g 
b e e n t r o u b l i n g m a n y c o u n t r i e s i n 
t h e w o r l d , C h i n a h a s m a d e e n 
c o u r a g i n g p r o g r e s s i n t h i s f i e l d . 
T h e e m p l o y m e n t o f t h e s e v a s t 
n u m b e r s o f p e o p l e h a s n o t o n l y 
i m p r o v e d t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l l i v e s , 
b u t h a s h e l p e d p r o m o t e p o l i t i c a l 
s t a b i l i t y a n d u n i t y o f t h e c o u n t r y 
as a w h o l e . 

O f t h e 4 6 m i l l i o n p e o p l e g i v e n 
• jobs d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d , m o s t 
w e r e c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s , d e m o b 
i l i z e d s o l d i e r s a n d y o u n g p e o 
p l e a w a i t i n g j o b a s s i g n m e n t s . O f 
t h e 3 1 m i l l i o n n e w l y e m p l o y e d 
f r o m t h e l a t t e r g r o u p , 15 m i l l i o n 
w e r e e d u c a t e d y o u t h r e c e n t l y r e 
t u r n e d f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w h e r e 
t h e y h a d b e e n s e n t d u r i n g t h e " c u l 
t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " T h e r e s t w e r e 
m a i n l y u r b a n m i d d l e - s c h o o l 
g r a d u a t e s w h o b e c a m e n e w m e m 
b e r s o f t h e w o r k f o r c e . 

C h i n a ' s g r e a t a c h i e v e m e n t i n 
s u c h a s h o r t p e r i o d c a n b e a t t r i 
b u t e d t o t h e i n c r e a s e i n w o r k o p 
p o r t u n i t i e s s p u r r e d b y t h e s t e a d y 
a n d s u s t a i n e d p r o g r e s s o f t h e n a 

t i o n a l e c o n o m y , w h i c h f r o m 1 9 7 9 
t o 1 9 8 4 g r e w a t a n a v e r a g e a n n u a l 
r a t e o f 1 1 p e r c e n t . 

I n s o m e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s 
w o r k e r s i n t e r t i a r y i n d u s t r i e s 
a c c o u n t f o r 6 0 p e r c e n t t o 7 0 p e r 
c e n t o f t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t . C h i n a ' s 
t e r t i a r y i n d u s t r y , t h o u g h u n d e r d e 
v e l o p e d , h a s m a d e s i g n i f i c a n t p r o -

Although China still has a 
long way to go before 
reaching full employment, 
it is capable and confident 
of solving the problem by 
developing tertiary 
industries and small 
towns. 

g r e s s i n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s . T e r 
t i a r y i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s m a d e u p 
3 3 . 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l e m p l o y 
m e n t i n 1 9 8 4 , as o p p o s e d t o 2 3 . 7 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 8 . 

I n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s , C h i n a h a s 
b e g u n t o d i s c a r d i t s l o n g - t i m e 
p r a c t i c e o f t h e s t a t e f i n d i n g j o b s 
f o r a l l i t s e l i g i b l e u r b a n w o r k e r s . 
I n s t e a d , i t i n t r o d u c e d a t h r e e -
p r o n g e d p o l i c y o f j o b f i n d i n g . 
T h e f i r s t o p t i o n i n t h e n e w p l a n 
i s t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t f i n d s p o s i 
t i o n s f o r t h e u n e m p l o y e d b a s e d o n 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f r o m a r e a l a b o u r 
b u r e a u s . S e c o n d , u n e m p l o y e d 
p e o p l e c a n n o w o p t t o j o i n t o g e 
t h e r i n s m a l l g r o u p s t o s t a r t u p 
t h e i r o w n b u s i n e s s e s . T h i r d , p e o 
p l e c a n o p e r a t e o n a n i n d i v i d u a l 
b a s i s , s u c h as s e l l i n g v e g e t a b l e s , 
r e p a i r i n g b i c y c l e s , e t c . 

T h e c h a n g e h a s b e e n a n i m p o r 
t a n t o n e f o r C h i n a ' s e m p l o y m e n t 

s y s t e m . T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 
p o l i c y h a s o v e r c o m e t h e s h o r t c o m 
i n g s o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s m o n o p o l y 
o f e m p l o y m e n t s e r v i c e a n d h a s 
e n c o u r a g e d i n i t i a t i v e o n t h e p a r t 
o f t h e . m a s s e s . C h i n a ' s e m p l o y 
m e n t s y s t e m i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t f r e e l a b o u r m a r k e t 
e m p l o y m e n t s y s t e m . 

T h e m u l t i - f a c e t e d e m p l o y m e n t 
p o l i c y h a s b e e n i m p l e m e n t e d i n 
c o n c e r t w i t h t h e s t r u c t u r a l r e f o r m 
o f t h e e c o n o m y . A t p r e s e n t , t h e r e 
a r e t h r e e k i n d s o f e c o n o m i e s i n 
C h i n a , t h e s t a t e - o w n e d e c o n o m y , 
w h i c h o c c u p i e s t h e d o m i n a n t p o s i 
t i o n i n C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y ; t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o l l e c t i v e e c o n o m y ; a n d 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y , w h i c h 
s u p p l e m e n t s t h e s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m y . 

T h e c o l l e c t i v e a n d i n d i v i d u a l 
e c o n o m i e s h a v e d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y 
i n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s , a n d h a v e 
t h e r e b y a b s o r b e d a l a r g e n u m b e r 
o f w o r k e r s . I n 1 9 8 4 t h e w o r k e r s 
e m p l o y e d b y t h e c o l l e c t i v e l y 
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 
5 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l n e w e m p l o y 
m e n t , c o m p a r e d w i t h 4 3 p e r c e n t 
i n 1 9 8 0 . T h a t o f t h e p r i v a t e l y 
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s m a d e u p 1 1 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 4 , c o m p a r e d w i t h 6 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 0 . B y t h e e n d o f 
l u n e 1 9 8 5 . t h e r e w e r e 4 . 0 9 m i l 
l i o n p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n p r i v a t e 
s e c t o r , 2 7 t i m e s m o r e t h a n i n 
1 9 7 8 . 

T h e p e o p l e ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
e m p l o y m e n t h a s a l s o c h a n g e d 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y . I n t h e l o n g p a s t , 
y o u n g p e o p l e p r e f e r r e d t o w o r k i n 
s t a t e - o w n e d o r c o l l e c t i v e l y o w n e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s o v e r t h e p r i v a t e o n e s . 
N o w , h o w e v e r , t h e y f e e l e q u a l l y 
as l u c k y t o w o r k i n a n y o f t h r e e 
k i n d s o f e n t e r p r i s e s . 

I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 6 m i l l i o n n e w 

4 B e i j i n g Review. N o . 4 5 



urban workers will become mem
bers of the workforce each 
year during the Seventh Five-Year 
Plan period (1986-90). By 1990, 
among the 400-mi'llion-strong work
force in the countryside, 100 
million will be unemployed. 
Another 10 million workers will 
be displaced by technology as more 
and more labour-intensive in
dustries are technologically re
vamped. These factors indicate 
China's road to full employment 
may still be a long one. 

China's urban residents are 
often inconvenienced by the lack 
of ready goods such as apparel, 
food and of certain services, such 
as hair cutting. Improvements 
in this area would demand a large 
workforce. Enterprises could es
tablish new production lines or 
open service centres for their sur
plus workers, while surplus rural 
workforce could be employed to 
develop forestry, livestock breed
ing, sideline production, fishery, 
industry and transportation service 
in the countryside. The numerous 
small rural towns, which are being 
developed into political, economic 
and cultural centres, are also 
areas that could accommodate 
large numbers of workers. Which
ever course it should take, China 
is confident of its ability to 
eventually tackle the problem of 
unemployment. 

Speech Spurs Hopes for 
China 

After reading Chen Yun's speech 
in vol. 28, No. 39, I want to con
gratulate you for publishing it. To 
me, this speech gave hope for a 
more complete success of China's 
modernization programme precisely 
because it points out the possible 
pitfalls of that programme. 

The speech reflects the wish that 
I have always held that China 
values her own past experiences: 
paying attention to grain produc
tion, reviewing experiences before 
making a new step, and intensify
ing political education. 

Chen Yun also calls attention to 
China's negative experiences, warn
ing against the "cultural revolu
tionary" practices of the media, 
false reporting, setting un-
realistically high standards in in
dustrial output, and against the 
relaxation of Party discipline. 

This speech increased my hope 
in the continued success of the Chi
nese revolution, not only because 
of its content, but also because of 
the fact that there is such open dis
cussion within the Party. To us 
outsiders, this means a high level 
of mutual trust among Party mem
bers and points to the existence of 
a democratic element so necessary 
for lasting success. Such open dis
cussions accompanying the current 
policies will guarantee greater and 
more lasting success. 

Theresa Chu 
Toronto, Canada 

Business of Interest 
Beijing Review reports on 

opening to the world, business and 
trade, the reforms of the economic 
structure and the reforms of wages 
and prices, as well as such related 

LETTERS 
articles, have interested me the 
most. The Chinese leaders have 
had the courage to expose prob
lems and to make a clear-cut 
policy. We can understand Chi
na's developing direction and her 
actions from these reports. 

"Notes From the Editors" is also 
informative. The article in issue 
No. 30, "Controlling Industrial 
Development," which countradict-
ed world's various suppositions 
about the Chinese economy and 
pointed out the problems of the 
reforms, was particularly interest
ing. After reading this article, 
the world should feel more able to 
trust China. 

Masuo Arashida 
Asaka, Japan 

Comments on Peng Zhen's 
Article 

The article that particularly in
terested me was Peng Zhen's "Chi
na Pledges to Maintain World 
Peace" in issue No. 36. From this 
article I recalled how important a 
solid leadership and attention to 
successors can be, and also that a 
great leader must have intelligence 
and ability. 

One thing should be underlined 
in this article. Peng Zhen men
tioned the Auschwitz death camp, 
and paid his respects to people 
who have died because of their 
race, beliefs or other charac
teristics. I also welcomed his re
spect for the Soviet Union, which 
suffered the most painful ordeal in 
the war. 

I hope every country learns 
from China. That they think not 
only of themselves, but also of the 
contributions of other countries. 

G. Weiershaus 
Biedenkopf, FRG 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 

Zhao in Bogota: Old Friend Comes Home 
With its scenic grandeur obscur

ed by a seemingly endless drizzle, 
mountain-rimmed Bogota is enough 
to discourage visitors at this 
time of this year. Yet on 
October 28, the Colombian 
capital received the first Chinese 
premier ever to set foot in Latin 
America with warm enthusiasm 
that dried up the rain. 

"It happens to be your rainy sea
son, yes, but I feel comfortable all 
the same," said Premier Zhao Zi-
yang, who flew there after attend
ing the United Nations' 40th an
niversary celebrations in New 
York. Bogota was the first stop 
on a 16-day tour that also will take 
him to Brazil, Argentina and 
Venezuela. 

Zhao's three-day visit went off 
so well that President Belisario 
Betancur Cuartas described the 
meeting between him and Zhao as 
"love at first sight" and titled his 
speech at a banquet in Zhao's 
honour: "An Old Friend Comes 
Home." 

"Despite the vast difference in 
ideology," Betancur said in his 
speech, "during our dialogue we 
have found no big differences but 
many common, sometimes similar, 
points." 

The new-found friendship be
tween the two leaders prompted 
Colombia's Minister of Fordgn 
Relations Augusto Ramirez Ocam-
po to muse aloud. "I still wonder 
why people should say the 
Spaniards were the first to discover 
New America, when actually it 
was the Chinese who got here 
first," he said. An equally humo
rous Zhao replied, "This is because 
the Chinese came here to make a 
living rather than to seek gold. 
They were not as ambitious." 

In the same friendly tone, the 
Chinese premier listed eight points 
he believes China shares with 
Latin American countries. 

— They have all suffered at the 
hands of foreign oppressors and 
their people had to wage prolonged 
struggle for their independence. 

— They all belong to the third 
world and face the common task of 
developing their national economy 
and raising their living standards. 

— They have large tracts of 
territory endowed with rich re
sources. 

— They need an international 
environment of durable peace to 
eradicate their underdevelopment. 

— They cherish their hard-won 
independence and pursue an inde
pendent and non-aligned foreign 
policy. 

— They respect the right to the 
self-determination of other coun
tries, oppose outside interference, 
and stand for solving international 
disputes through peaceful negotia
tions without resorting to force. 

— They work hard to ease the 
tense international situation and 
make active efforts to safeguard 
world peace. 

— And they have suffered from 
the old unfair international eco
nomic order, and they now stand 
for promoting the; North-South 
dialogue, the South-South co
operation, and the establishment of 
a new international economic 
order. 

"These points in common con
stitute a solid foundation on which 
China and Latin American coun
tries can develop their friendship 
and relations of co-operation," 
Zhao said. 

He said he believed that with 
these common points, his country 
could co-operate with those Latin 
American'and Caribbean countries 
that have no diplomatic ties with 
China. 

"If you have difficulties in estab
lishing diplomatic relations with 
China, we can start with economic 
relations and trade," he told some 
Latin American diplomats during 
an October 29 meeting at Bogota's 
San Carlos Palace. Such co-oper
ation could be made to endure, 
he added, if it was based on peace 
and friendship, mutual support, 
equality and mutual benefit. 

The debt question was another 
much talked-about topic among 
hosts and guests. Speaking at an 
October 30 press conference Zhao 
maintained the debt question was 
no longer a single economic prob
lem, but a prominent interna
tional political issue. He urged 
creditor nations to approach the 
issue from a long-term point of 
view. "Otherwise," he warned, 
"this problem will bring about an 
inconceivable disaster to the world 
economy as a whole." 

China appreciated the principles 
adopted at the Latin American 
Debt Conference held at Carta
gena, Colombia earlier this 
year, the premier said. These 
principles called for a settle
ment of the debt problem by cut
ting tariffs, improving the debtor 
countries' capacity of repayment, 
opening the creditor countries' do
mestic markets and conducting 
negotiations between the borrow
ing and lending nations. 

"We do not think that the de
veloping countries should be asked 
to pay their debts at the expense 
of their economic growth and the 

6 Beijing Review, No, 45 



Designed and constructed in China, southwest Chine's first high-flux 
nuclear reactor in full operation. 

living standards of their people," 
he said. "Such a practice not only 
causes economic recession in the 
developing nations but also hurts 
the developed countries them
selves." 

Zhao also urged third world 
countries to unite and to exert pres
sure on the developed and creditor 
nations responsible for the 
inequitable international economic 
order, in order to improve rela
tions and find solutions to the debt 
problem. 

The common political view
points and enhanced friendship 
enabled China and Colombia to get 
down to the business of boosting 
bilateral economic co-operation. 
During the premier's three-day 
visit, the two countries signed two 
agreements and three documents 
on economic co-operation. Ac
cordingly the central banks 
of the two countries will 
each provide US$5 million to 
boost Sino-Colombian trade. The 
Chinese government will give 400 
household electric sewing machines 
and 20 tailoring machines to a 
Colombian institute for handicap
ped people; help Colombia with the 
techniques for raising freshwater 
shrimp; and accept three Colom
bian doctors to come to China for 
one year of training in acupunc
ture. 

"The signing of these documents 
has created more favourable con
ditions for the development of 
friendly ties and relations of co
operation between our two coun
tries," Zhao said, who left Bogota 
on October 30 for Brazil to start 
the second leg of his Latin Ameri
can trip. 

Nuclear Industry 
Advances in China 

After 30 years of research and 
development, China has established 
a fairly sophisticated nuclear 
science system, an official of the 

Ministry of Nuclear Industry an
nounced in Beijing on October 31 . 

China has mastered the technol
ogy to produce atom bombs, 
hydrogen bombs and reactors for 
nuclear-powered submarines, and 
its military forces are now 
equipped with nuclear weapons. 

"The development has helped 
break the nuclear monopoly of the 
superpowers, strengthened the 
country's national defence and 
will contribute to world peace," 
said Zhou Ping, vice-minister of 
the nuclear industry. 

He said China had undertaken 
many different operations, from ex
ploration, mining and refining of 
uranium deposits, recycling fuel 
and manufacturing nuclear weap
ons, to using nuclear energy and 
techniques in civil industries. 

These advances, the official con
tinued, had vastly promoted new 
technology in nuclear medicine 
and agriculture, and nuclear 
tracer and irradiation processing. 
These techniques have ^iven birth 
to many new products. 

The official said 10 nuclear 
reactors, nine of which were built 
in China, had been constructed to 
serve the needs of the country's 
science and national defence. 

At a symposium attended by 

Chinese and Swiss nuclear experts 
last week, Zhou Ping said that the 
Chinese government planned to 
build several nuclear power sta
tions in the more developed regions 
with larger populations. At pres
ent, he said, there were two nu
clear power stations under con
struction in China. The Dayawan 
Nuclear Power Plant in Guang
dong has two generating 
units each with a designed 
capacity of 900,000 kw. The 
other one, the Qinshan Nuclear 
Power Plant in Zhejiang Province, 
southeast China, will provide 
300,000 kw of electricity per hour 
when it goes into operation in 
1989. 

Zhou said China had fairly 
abundant deposits of uranium and 
a complete nuclear fuel reprocess
ing system, as well as an industrial 
system for manufacturing the 
special equipment and materials 
used in the nuclear power industry. 

There are now about 4,000 
scientists workirvg in nuclear reac
tor research and designing in 
China. They have been able to 
make breakthroughs in some ex
tremely advanced technical areas, 
the vice-minister said. 

"We are willing to co-operate 
with other countries in building 
nuclear power plants and promot-
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News in Brief 
I n s t a l l a t i o n w o r k b e g a n 

O c t o b e r 2 5 o n C h i n a ' s l o n g 
e s t 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - v o l t d i r c e t c u r 
r e n t t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e , 
s t r e t c h i n g 1 , 0 8 0 k m f i l m 
t h e G e z h o u b a H y d r o p o w e r 
S t a t i o n o n t h e m i d d l e 
r e a c h e s o f t h e C h a n g j i a n g 
( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r , t o t h e c o u n 
t r y ' s l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l c i t y . 
S h a n g h a i . T h e l i n e i s e x 
p e c t e d t o b e c o m m i s s i o n e d 
f o r u s e i n 1 9 8 8 . 

T h e A g r i c u l t u r a l B a n k o f 
C h i n a r e c e n t l y i s s u e d b o n d s 
t o t a l l i n g 1 . 5 m i l l i o n y u a n , i n 
a n e f f o r t t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r 
r u r a l e n t e r p r i s e s t o b o o s t 
t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f c o m m o d i 
t i e s t h a t c u r r e n t l y a r e i n 
s h o r t s u p p l y . T h e b o n d s , t h e 
f i r s t o f i t s k i n d i s s u e d t o 
r u r a l e n t e r p r i s e s , w i l l l a s t f o r 
a t e r m o f o n e y e a r a t a n a n 
n u a l i n t e r e s t r a t e o f 9 p e r 
c e n t . 

* * * 

A s o f J a n u a r y 1 . 1 9 8 5 . 
C h i n a w i l l b e g i n t o r e p l a c e 
t h e c u r r e n t m a r k e t ^ ' s y s t e m 
f o r w e i g h t s a n d m e a s u r e s 
w i t h t h e m e t r i c s y s t e m . T h e 
M i n i s t r y o f C o m m e r c e w i l l 
i s s u e f o o d a n d c o o k i n g - o i l 
r a t i o n c o u p o n s u s i n g k i l o 
g r a m m e s a n d g r a m m e s a s 
w e i g h t u n i t s . 

* * * 

T h e n u m b e r o f C h i n a ' s 
m i l i t a r y a r e a c o m m a n d s h a s 
b e e n c u t f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l 
11 t o s e v e n a f t e r a r e s h u f f l e 
o f s e n i o r m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s . 
T h e a v e r a g e a g e o f t h e n e w 
c o m m a n d i n g o f f i c e r s h a s 
b e e n l o w e r e d b y e i g h t y e a r s . 
T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e m a r e i n 
t h e i r 4 0 s a n d 5 0 s . M o r e 
t h a n 5 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e m r e 
c e i v e d c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n . 

i n g t h e p e a c e f u l u s e o f n u c l e a r 
e n e r g y , " Z h o u s a i d . 

Chinese Brains 
Reveal Masterwork 

A n e f f e c t i v e s n a k e b i t e t r e a t m e n t 
a n d a c o m p u t e r i z e d r a d a r d e v i c e 
f o r r a i l w a y w e r e a m o n g a n e c l e c t i c 
c o l l e c t i o n o f 3 4 5 i n v e n t i o n s o n d i s 
p l a y a t C h i n a ' s f i r s t n a t i o n a l e x 
h i b i t i o n o f i n v e n t i o n s w h i c h e n d e d 
i n B e i j i n g l a s t m o n t h . M a n y o f 
t h e i n v e n t i o n s a r e n o w b e i n g 
w i d e l y u s e d i n s c i e n c e a n d i n 
d u s t r y . T h e s h o w e p i t o m i z e d a 
n a t i o n d e t e r m i n e d t o c a t c h u p w i t h 
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t s c i e n c e a n d t e c h 
n o l o g y a r o u n d t h e w o r l d t o d a y . 

X i o n g Y u l i a n g , a Y u n n a n I n 
s t i t u t e o f Z o o l o g y r e s e a r c h e r , i s 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y a f o r e r u n n e r i n 
t h i s e n d e a v o u r . T h e s e c r e t o f t h e 
s n a k e b i t e c u r e h e i n v e n t e d l i e s i n 
t r y p s i n , a p r o t e a s e w h i c h i s p o w e r 
f u l e n o u g h t o d e s t r o y a l l t h e t o x i c 
c o m p o n e n t s o f s n a k e v e n o m . I f 
i n j e c t e d s u b c u t a n e o u s l y n e a r t h e 
b i t e , i t e n s u r e s a m o r e t h a n 9 0 p e r 
c e n t s u r v i v a l r a t e f o r s n a k e b i t t e n 

p a t i e n t s . O u t o f a b o u t 1 , 0 0 0 p a 
t i e n t s w h o r e c e i v e d t h e c u r e f r o m 
1 9 7 2 t o 1 9 8 3 , o n l y t w o d i e d . B y 
c o n t r a s t , a p a t i e n t b i t t e n b y a 
d e a d l y c o b r a h a s o n l y a 5 0 p e r c e n t 
c h a n c e o f s u r v i v a l i f t r e a t e d w i t h 
a n o r d i n a r y a n t i d o t e . 

I n e x p e n s i v e a n d e a s y t o g e t a n d 
s t o r e , t h e t r y p s i n i s e f f e c t i v e 
a g a i n s t a w i d e v a r i e t y o f v e n o m o u s 
s n a k e s a n d s o f a r t h e p a t i e n t s h a v e 
e x p e r i e n c e d n o s e r i o u s s i d e - e f f e c t s . 
I f p r e p a r e d i n p o r t a b l e i n j e c t i o n 
p a c k s , i t a l l o w s p r o m p t a n d e f f e c 
t i v e f i r s t - a i d i n t h e f i e l d . 

X i o n g ' s i n v e n t i o n w a s i g n o r e d 
w h e n i t f i r s t c a m e o u t i n 1 9 7 2 , 
h o w e v e r , a s C h i n a w a s i n t h e 
m i d s t o f i t s c a t a s t r o p h i c " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n . " I t w a s n o t u n t i l 1 9 7 8 , 
t w o y e a r s a f t e r t h e d e c a d e - l o n g 
t r a u m a h a d e n d e d , t h a t t r y p s i n w a s 
p u t t o c l i n i c a l u s e . I n 1 9 8 4 X i o n g 
w a s a w a r d e d a n a t i o n a l g o l d 
m e d a l f o r h i s i n v e n t i o n ; h e 
e v e n t u a l l y a c h i e v e d w o r l d f a m e 
w h e n a n e s s a y o n t h e t r y p s i n t r e a t 
m e n t w r i t t e n b y X i o n g a n d h i s 
f o u r a s s i s t a n t s w a s p u b l i s h e d i n 
s c i e n c e a n d m e d i c a l m a g a z i n e s i n 
m o r e t h a n 2 0 c o u n t r i e s . 

This is an automatic instrument that synchronizes musical accompaniment 
with the steps of a dancer. Designed by Beijing Engineer Liu Zhongdu 

( f i r s t l e f t ) and his brother, the device is also useful for gymnastics. 

B e i j i n g R e v i e w . So. 45 



New Heights to be Scaled Along Great Wall 

A new section of the Great Wall , the symbol of China and the only man-made structure thot can 
be seen from the moon, has recently been repaired and opened to tourists. The new tourist spot, 
Mutianyu, lies just above the already well-known spot, Badaling. This port of the Great Wall is in 
the northern port of Huairou County of Beijing, and is a two-hour bus ride from the city proper. The 
numbers on the photo show the relative situation of the two tourist spots to Beijing proper. 1, Bei
jing proper; 2, Mutianyu; 3, Badaling. 

T h e r o a d t o s u c c e s s w a s n o t a s 
l o n g f o r G u o X i a n g x i , a r e s e a r c h e r 
a t t h e C h i n a R a i l w a y S c i e n c e R e 
s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e . I n 1 9 8 2 , h e d e v i s 
e d a n e w c a r - r e t a r d e r t h a t h a s 

h e l p e d r a i s e t h e l e v e l o f e f f i c i e n c y 
a t m a j o r r a i l w a y y a r d s i n C h i n a 
b y 1 0 p e r c e n t . T h r o u g h a c o m p u 
t e r i z e d r a d a r s y s t e m , t h e d e v i c e c a n 
m o n i t o r a n d c o n t r o l t h e s p e e d a n d 
d i r e c t i o n o f t h e r a i l w a y c a r s w h e n 
t h e y e n t e r a n d d e p a r t t h e m a r 
s h a l l i n g y a r d s . B u i l d i n g a n e w 
m a r s h a l l i n g y a r d u s i n g G u o ' s i n 
v e n t i o n c u t s t h e c o s t b y m o r e t h a n 
2 0 0 m i l l i o n y u a n . T h e n e w d e v i c e 
h a s e a r n e d G u o ' s i n s t i t u t e m o r e 
t h a n 2 m i l l r o n y u a n f r o m b o t h 
s a l e s a n d s e r v i c e w o r k . I n 1 9 8 3 
t h e c a r - r e t a r d e r w o n a n a t i o n a l 
m e d a l , a n d a 2 , 0 0 0 - y u a n g r a n d 
p r i z e w e n t t o i t s i n v e n t o r s . " T h e 
m o n e y i s n o t i m p o r t a n t , " s a i d G u o , 
a 1 9 6 2 g r a d u a t e f r o m t h e p r e s -

N o v e m b e r I I , 1985 

t i g e o u s J i a o t o n g U n i v e r s i t y i n 
X i a n . " W h a t i s i m p o r t a n t , a n d 
m a k e s m e v e r y h a p p y , i s t h a t m y 
b r a i n c h i l d h a s b e e n f o u n d s o u s e 
f u l i n s o m a n y p l a c e s . " 

S i n c e C h i n a i n t r o d u c e d a s c i e n c e 
a w a r d s y s t e m i n 1 9 7 8 , s o m e 1 , 0 0 0 
i n v e n t i o n s h a v e w o n n a t i o n a l 
p r i z e s , i n c l u d i n g 3 2 t h a t h a v e y i e l d 
e d e c o n o m i c r e t u r n s o f m o r e t h a n 
t o o m i l l i o n y u a n . C h i n e s e o f f i c i a l s 

e s t i m a t e t h a t t h e c o u n t r y h a s e a r n 
e d 2 6 b i l l i o n y u a n t h r o u g h t h e s e 
p r i z e - w i n n i n g i n v e n t i o n s . 

S u c h h i g h l y p r o d u c t i v e b r a i n -
w o r k h a s s t i r r e d u p n a t i o n a l z e s t 
f o r i n v e n t i o n . I n f a c t , p r o m o t i n g 
s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y h a s b e c o m e 
o n e o f t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s f o r 
d r a f t i n g t h e n a t i o n ' s S e v e n t h F i v e -
Y e a r P l a n . 

Y e t , b e h i n d a l l t h i s i s a s o b e r i n g 
f a c t : D e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s a c h i e v e 

6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r G N P g r o w t h 
b y i n c o r p o r a t i n g s c i e n t i f i c a n d 
t e c h n i c a l r e s u l t s i n p r o d u c t i o n , 
r a t h e r t h a n b y i n c r e a s e s i n i n v e s t 
m e n t ; i n C h i n a t h e f i g u r e i s a 
m e a g r e 2 0 p e r c e n t . T h e w i d e g a p 
i s s h o c k i n g , b u t a t l e a s t i t p o i n t s 
o u t t h i s i s w h e r e C h i n a ' s p o t e n t i a l 
l i e s . 

T o d a y , C h i n e s e i n v e n t o r s c a n 
s e l l t h e p r o d u c t s o f t h e i r w o r k l i k e 
c o m m o d i t i e s , a s t e p o n l y r e c e n t l y 
t a k e n b y t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l , h o p i n g 
t o u n l e a s h t h e c r e a t i v e w i s d o m o f 
t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , w h o h a v e c o n 
t r i b u t e d b r i l l i a n t l y t o w o r l d c i v i l i 
z a t i o n f r o m t i m e i m m e m o r i a l . 
T h i s n e w e n c o u r a g e m e n t i s a f a r 
c r y f r o m t h e r e c e n t p a s t , w h e n a 
m a n w h o h a d e a r n e d h i s c o u n t r y 
g r e a t w e a l t h w a s o f t e n u n d e r - p a i d 
a n d i n c r a m p e d l i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s . 
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A new patent law protects Chi
nese inventors even further. Since 
it came into effect last April, the 
State Patent Administration has re
ceived nearly 10,000 applications 
and the State Science and Tech
nology Commission has forwarded 
applications for foreign patents on 
33 new technological and scientific 
findings, and has approved 59 
items for export. 
Inventors Association. The new
found national zeal for creativity 
prompted some 100 noted scien
tists, inventors and influential 
patrons of science to publish a 
letter calling for the establishment 
of an organization that would back 
their efforts. From this was born 
the China Inventors' Association, 
inaugurated on October 16 in Bei
jing's Great Hall of the People. 

According to association chair
man Wu Heng, the main task of 
the organization is to channel the 
knowledge and creativity of its 
members into inventive en
deavours, to popularize scientific 
results, and to promote exchanges 
with their counterparts in other 
countries. 

Wu announced that the associa
tion would set up a foundation to 
assist inventors, particularly the 
young, whose financial difficulties 
are hindering their creative work. 

"It is my belief that the associa
tion will be instrumental in turn
ing all creative thinking, however 
transient, into reality and in trans
ferring all inventions into produc
tive forces," Wu said. 

For accomplished inventors, to 
become a member of the associa
tion is not merely a personal 
honour. "I'm happy about be
coming a member," said Xiong, the 
father of the snakebite therapy. 
"But I treasure all the more the 
opportunities the association will 
give me to gain access to informa
tion and to swap experiences with 

others. I can count on the associa
tion for support in my work." 

Mao's Old Friend 

Commemorated 

A commemorative meeting to 
mark the first anniversary of the 
death of Professor Li Chenpien, 
a well-known Chinese-American 
was held on October 20. 

Professor Li, who was born in 
China, was a famous virologist and 
bacteriologist, as well as one of 
the founding members of the US 
National Association of Chinese-
Americans, and the first president 
of the Washington D.C. chapter of 
the association. 

Li's daughter, Li Jiari, came all 
from the United States with 
more than 30 American schol
ars for the occasion in Changsha, 
the capital of Hunan Province. 
Zhang Wenjin and Cai Zemin, for
mer ambassadors to the United 
States, sent messages in honour of 
Li. 

In his message, Zhang recalled 
the friendship between Li and the 
late Chairman Mao Zedong. Li 
once studied at Xiangya Medical 
College in Changsha, where 
he became acquainted with Mao, 
an active member of the student 
movements. In 1922, Li went to 
the United States for further 
studies and achieved distinction in 
virology and bacteriology. As a 
man of high prestige and great in
fluence, he contributed greatly to 
the founding of Sino-US diplo
matic relations, and to the ex
change of unofficial medical and 
technological contacts between the 
two countries. 

CORRECTION: In our last issue, p. 9. line 6 of our photo report, the figure "2,378.6 billion tan" should read "237.86 million km." 

China & the World ^ 
Deng Backs European Co
operation 

Although Eastern and 
Western Europe belong to 
two separate blocs, they are 
not willing to get tied up in 
the "war strain," said Chi
nese leader Deng Xiaoping, 
in a meeting with visiting 
"ft'cst German Foreign Min
ister Hans-Dietrich Genschcr 
on October 29. In reply, 
Genscher -aid he was im
pressed by Dengs opinion 
on the important-e nf F.uro-
pean unity and development, 
and that those who squabble 
over such matters were mere 
dwarves by comparison. 
World Bank Loans to China 

The World Bank will 
grant China loans totalling 
US$3 billion in the next five 
years to finance 30 construc
tion projects, according to 
Vice-Minister of Finance 
Tian Yinong. Forty percent 
of these loans will be in
terest free. The new allot
ment will boost total World 
Bank loans to USS6 bHlion. 
Peng Meets Swedish Ddega-
tion 

Peng Zhen, Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of 
the National People's Con
gress, said competition fof 
overseas markets among 
the developed countries was 
intense, but if they all 
pursued a policy of tech
nology transfer and aid to 
the third world, the third 
world itself would grow into 
a lucrative new market. 
Peng made the statement 
when he niet with a delega
tion from the Swedish par
liament, led by its speaker, 
Ingemund Bengtsson. in Bei
jing on October 31. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

T a n z a n i a 

Nyerere Makes Way for the Young 
By resigning from his presidency, at 63 Julius Nyerere 
has put an end to life-long presidential tenure, and 
strengthened the role of the party. 

by MA SHIKUN and 
BAO SHISHAO 

A L I H a s s a n M w i n y i , n o m i n a t e d 
b y o u t g o i n g T a n z a n i a n P r e s 

i d e n t l u l i u s N y e r e r e a s h i s s u c 
c e s s o r , w o n a l a n d s l i d e v i c t o r y w i t h 
9 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e v o t e s c a s t b y 
m o r e t h a n 5 m i l H o n v o t e r s o n O c 
t o b e r 2 7 . O n N o v e m b e r 5 t h e n e w 
p r e s i d e n t w a s s w o r n i n a n d 
P r e s i d e n t N y e r e r e e n d e d h i s 
2 4 - y e a r p r e s i d e n t i a l t e r m , a l t h o u g h 
h e w i l l r e m a i n c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
r u l i n g T a n z a n i a n R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
P a r t y u n t i l 1 9 8 7 . 

N y e r e r e i s i n g o o d h e a l t h a n d 
i s f u l l o f v i g o u r a t 6 3 . U n d e r 
h i s l e a d e r s h i p t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o 
n o m i c s i t u a t i o n s h a v e b e e n s t a b l e 
i n T a n z a n i a . H e e n j o y s w i d e 
p o p u l a r i t y a n d p r e s t i g e i n h i s c o u n 
t r y a n d t h r o u g h o u t t h e A f r i c a n 
c o n t i n e n t . E v e n s o , N y e r e r e 
d e c i d e d t o r e s i g n a s p r e s i d e n t , a 
c i r c u m s p e c t d e c i s i o n t h a t w a s o f 
g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

H i s d e c i s i o n t o a b o l i s h l i f e - l o n g 
p r e s i d e n t i a l t e n u r e w a s a n i d e a 
t h a t h a d b e e n b r e w i n g f o r q u i t e 
s o m e t i m e i n T a n z a n i a . H e s a i d 
s o c i e t y w a s c o n s t a n t l y d e v e l o p i n g 
a n d n e w s i t u a t i o n s a n d t a s k s r e 
q u i r e d n e w l e a d e r s t o t a k e o n t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t j o b s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
A n d t h e l i f e - l o n g t e n u r e o f t h e 
s u p r e m e l e a d e r o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
c o u l d n o t m e e t t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 
n e e d s o f t h e p e o p l e , h e s a i d . B e 
f o r e t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s i n 
1 9 8 0 h e s t a t e d h e h a d n o i n t e n t i o n 
o f b e c o m i n g a p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n 
d i d a t e , b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n 

i n t h e c o u n t r y a t t h e t i m e , h e c o n 
t i n u e d h i s t e n u r e f o r a n o t h e r f i v e 
y e a r s . L a s t y e a r h e r e a f f i r m e d h i s 
r e q u e s t t o r e s i g n , a n d p o i n t e d o u t 
t h e r e a l m e a n i n g o f h i s d e c i s i o n 
w a s t o m a k e a p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t 
a b o u t t h e a b o l i t i o n o f l i f e - l o n g 
t e n u r e . O n h i s i n i t i a t i v e , t h e C o n 
s t i t u t i o n , r e v i s e d l a s t y e a r , c l e a r l y 
s t i p u l a t e s t h a t a p r e s i d e n t ' s t e r m 
c a n n o t b e m o r e t h a n 1 0 y e a r s . 

N y e r e r e h a d b e e n s t u d y i n g t h e 
l o n g r o a d f r o m l e a d e r s h i p t o t h e 
p e a c e f u l t r a n s f e r o f p o w e r , e s 
p e c i a l l y s i n c e h i s t r a n s f e r w o u l d b e 
a t r i a l a n d a n a t t e m p t t o s e t a n 
e x a m p l e . 

A s a s t a t e s m a n w i t h g r e a t 
w i s d o m a b o u t h i s c o u n t r y , N y e r e r e 
u n d e r s t o o d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t y i n w i n n i n g s t a t e i n 
d e p e n d e n c e a n d i n b u i l d i n g u p t h e 
e c o n o m y . I n J a n u a r y 1 9 6 1 , s i x 
w e e k s a f t e r T a n z a n i a w o n i n d e 
p e n d e n c e , N y e r e r e r e s i g n e d a s h e a d 
o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o e n g a g e h i m 
s e l f i n t h e b u i l d i n g a n d s t r e n g t h e n 

i n g o f h i s p a r t y . T o d a y t h e T a n 
z a n i a n R e v o l u t i o n a r y P a r t y h a s 
n e a r l y 3 m i l l i o n m e m b e r s . A f t e r 
h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , N y e r e r e c o n t i n u e s 
t o b e t h e P a r t y ' s c h a i r m a n . T h u s 
t h e P a r t y w h i c h w a s b u i l t o n a 
r e l i a b l e f o u n d a t i o n a m o n g t h e 
m a s s e s w i l l b e s t r o n g e r t h a n b e 
f o r e u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f N y e r 
e r e . 

N y e r e r e p l e d g e d t h a t t h e n e w 
p r e s i d e n t w o u l d b e g i v e n a l l t h e 
p o w e r v e s t e d i n h i m b y t h e C o n 
s t i t u t i o n . A s c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
P a r t y , N y e r e r e h a s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i 
t y t o g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h e p r e s i d e n t 
i s w o r t h y o f t h e t i t l e , a n d h e c a l l s 
o n t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e T a n z a n i a n 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y P a r t y t o s u p p o r t 
t h e n e w p r e s i d e n t i n h i s p o s i t i o n 
o f p o w e r . 

T h e T a n z a n i a n p e o p l e h a v e 
c a l l e d N y e r e r e , t h e i r l e a d e r f o r t h e 
l a s t t w o a n d a h a l f d e c a d e s , 
" m w a l i m , " w h i c h m e a n s " t e a c h e r . ' " 
N y e r e r e h i m s e l f c h e r i s h e s t h e m e m 
o r i e s o f h i s d a y s a s a t e a c h e r , a n d 
l o v e s t h i s s i i n p l e n a m e . E v e n 
t h o u g h h e h a s r e s i g n e d f r o m t h e 
p r e s i d e n c y , t h e p e o p l e o f T a n z a n i a 
w i l l n o t f o r g e t h i s n o b l e c h a r a c 
t e r i s t i c s : l o y a l t y t o t h e m o t h e r l a n d , 
f a i t h f u l n e s s i n h i s d u t i e s , c l o s e n e s s 
t o t h e p e o p l e a n d a s i m p l e w a y o f 
l i f e . 

B r a z i l 

Economic Boom Gained at a Price 
An open-door policy pursued by Brazil since the 1960s 
has delivered the country a strong economy, yet has caus
ed some major problems as well. 

by DUAN ZHIQI s i o n - p l a g u e d 1 9 7 0 s , m a k i n g t h e 
_ S o u t h A m e r i c a n c o u n t r y a r i s i n g 

e c o n o m i c p o w e r i n t h e w o r l d . 

B R A Z I L ' S e c o n o m y t o o k o f f i n 
t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s a n d c o n t i n u e d T h e s u c c e s s , o r " m i r a c l e , " a s 

t o g r o w d u r i n g m o s t o f t h e r e c e s - s o m e p e o p l e h a v e d e s c r i b e d i t , i s 
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attributed to an open policy that 
has drawn massive foreign capita] 
and advanced technology to Brazil 
and has prompted an all-out effort 
to boost the country's foreign trade. 

Funding began to flood into 
Brazil in the late 1960s, with 
direct foreign investment soaring 
from USSl.6 billion in 1966 to 
US$22.3 billion in 1983. Simul
taneously, advanced foreign tech
nology began to enter the country. 

In 1968, Brazil earned an ener
getic gross national product growth 
rate of 11 percent, in contrast to 
the pre-boom years when the coun
try's gross national product rose by 
only 4 percent or 5 percent an
nually. The rate was sustained at 
7 percent from 1974 to 1980, quite 
remarkable when considering this 
was during a period when an eco
nomic slump fell on the world and 
granted the developed countries the 
poor rate of 3 percent. 

Domestic industries are prosper
ing in the overall national eco
nomic growth. In the past decade, 
a number of sizeable industrial 
projects went into operation'. Crude 
steel output in 1984 totalled 18.5 
million tons, and Brazil's car-build
ing capability reached 1.5 million 
units a year. Furthermore, the pet
rochemical, arms, aircraft, ship
building and electronic industries 
are expanding. Industrial output 
in Brazil today makes up 34 
percent of the country's total 
production. 

Brazil also has put itself behind 
efforts to develop foreign export 
and gain more international 
markets. The country's total turn
over for exports and imports in 
1981 was 18 times that of 1964. 

However, there is a gloomy side 
to the country's inspiring economy. 
Mistakes and misplanning have 
caused some serious problems. In 
the 20 years from 1963 to 1983, 
foreign loans that Brazil managed 
to obtain increased 33 times. As a 
result of over-borrowing, Brazil 

now has a debt of US$100.2 billion 
to shoulder, accounting for nearly 
one-third of the Latin American 
total. Repayment of the enormous 
principal and interest has robbed 
the country of 85 percent of its 
1983 export earnings. The repay
ment schedule has beset the coun
try with a capital shortage, closure 
of factories and inflation. 

On top of that, in its impatience 

The N e t h e r l a n d s 

by XIN P I N G 

The October 31 approval on the 
deployment of 48 American cruise 
missiles in the Netherlands, along 
with the Dutch government's seal 
on a Dutch-American draft accord 
on the terms of deployment and 
use of the missiles, came after a 
heated six-year nationwide debate 
on the matter. 

According to a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) de
cision in December 1979, the 
United States would deploy its 
medium-range Pershing and cruise 
missiles in its five European allied 
countries — Britain, West Ger
many, Italy, Belgium and the 
Netherlands — to counter the 
Soviet Union's deployment of the 
West European-targeted SS-20 mis
siles. American missiles already 
have been deployed in all designat
ed countries but the Netherlands. 

Under the fierce fire of the op
position Labour Party and the 
peace movement in the country, 
the Dutch government decided in 
June 1984 to delay the deployment 

for economic success, Brazil has 
undertaken too many projects, 
projects whose costs are beyond 
its capacity. The Itaipu nu
clear power station and petro
chemical projects have cost 
US$70 billion, more than the coun
try could afford between 1974 and 
1983. And the shortage of funds 
and lack of short-term returns have 
forced Brazil to ask for even more 
credit. 

of the cruise missiles. But it pledg
ed to its N A T O allies that it would 
accept deployment if by Nov. 1, 
1985, the number of Soviet SS-20 
missiles in the Soviet European and 
Asian zones had exceeded the June 
1984 level (378), and if the two 
superpowers had failed to reach an 
agreement on nuclear arms reduc
tion. 

As the number of Soviet SS-20 
missiles approached 441, the Dutch 
government prepared to go ahead 
with its decision, and public debate 
intensified. 

A nationwide anti-cruise missile 
petition campaign was begun this 
September."With the growing peace 
movement, which culminated at a 
mass rally at the Hague on October 
27, a petition resulted with 3.7 
million signatures. It was delivered 
to Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers 
and the speakers of both houses 
of the parliament. 

During the on-going parliamen
tary session on the 1986 state 
budget. Labour and other op
position parties submitted one mo-

Mixed Reaction to Cruise Treaty 
The Dutch government recently approved the deployment 
of American cruise missiles in the Netherlands. This move 
may delight its NATO allies, but has angered the Soviets 
and Dutch opposition parties. 
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t i o n a f t e r a n o t h e r a g a i n s t t h e m i s 
s i l e d e p l o y m e n t . 

T h e y f i r s t a s k e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
t o p o s t p o n e i t s N o v e m b e r 1 d e c i 
s i o n u n t i l a f t e r t h e S o v i e t - U S s u m 
m i t i n G e n e v a t h i s m o n t h . S o m e 
s a i d t h e p r o p o s a l o n a r m s r e d u c 
t i o n p u t f o r w a r d b y S o v i e t l e a d e r 
M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v i n P a r i s w a s 
" r e m a r k a b l e " a n d t h a t t h e r e w o u l d 
b e a " b r e a k t h r o u g h " a t t h e s u m m i t 
m e e t i n g . 

T h e y a l s o d e m a n d e d t h a t t h e 
d e p l o y m e n t d e c i s i o n b e a p p r o v e d 
b y a t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y i n t h e 
p a r l i a m e n t , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a 
w r i t t e n g u a r a n t e e f r o m t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s t h a t t h e m i s s i l e s w o u l d n o t 
b e l a u n c h e d w i t h o u t D u t c h a p 
p r o v a l . 

T h e m o t i o n s , h o w e v e r , w e r e a l l 
d e f e a t e d . I n s t e a d , p a r l i a m e n t a p 
p r o v e d o n O c t o b e r 2 5 t h e d r a f t ac
c o r d b e t w e e n t h e D u t c h a n d U S 
g o v e r n m e n t s . 

T h e S o v i e t U n i o n , e a g e r t o see 
t h e U S m i s s i l e d e p l o y m e n t i n t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s s q u e l c h e d , s a i d i n 
S e p t e m b e r t h a t t h e n u m b e r o f 
S o v i e t S S - 2 0 m i s s i l e s i n i t s " E u r o 
p e a n z o n e " s t o o d a t 2 3 4 , l o w e r 
t h a n l a s t J u n e ' s l e v e l . I t a l s o p r o 
p o s e d a p r i m e - m i n i s t e r - l e v e l d i s c u s 
s i o n b e t w e e n t h e H a g u e a n d 
M o s c o w o n t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e 
D u t c h g o v e r n m e n t p o s t p o n e d i t s 
f i n a l d e p l o y m e n t d e c i s i o n . 

H o w e v e r , L u b b e r s a n d h i s c e n 
t r a l - r i g h t c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t r e 
j e c t e d t h e S o v i e t i n v i t a t i o n a n d i t s 
t e s t a m e n t t o m i s s i l e n u m b e r s , 
w h i c h L u b b e r s s a i d w e r e u n b e l i e v 
a b l e b e c a u s e t h e r o c k e t s h a d s i m p l y 
b e e n m o v e d t o A s i a , a n d t h a t t h e i r 
t h r e a t t o N A T O r e m a i n e d 
u n c h a n g e d . 

E a r l i e r , i n s p e e c h e s t o t h e p a r l i a 
m e n t . L u b b e r s s a i d , " S i n c e t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n i s a p p a r e n t l y u n w i l l 
i n g t o r e s t r i c t t h e n u m b e r o f d e 
p l o y e d S S - 2 0 m i s s i l e s i n a n a c c e p t 
a b l e r e s p o n s e t o t h e D u t c h sugges 
t i o n o f J u n e 1 9 8 4 , o u r d e c i s i o n t o 
d e p l o y t h e c r u i s e m i s s i l e s i s i n e v i t 

a b l e , n o m a t t e r h o w s o r r o w f u l t h i s 
m a y b e . " 

H e s a i d a f u r t h e r p o s t p o n e m e n t 
o f t h e d e c i s i o n " w o u l d n o t o n l y 
b l u r t h e n o w c l e a r D u t c h p o s i t i o n , 
b u t i t w o u l d a l s o m e a n f o r G o r 
b a c h e v t h a t h e w o u l d b a g t h e f i r s t 
r e s u l t s o f h i s t a l k s w i t h A m e r i c a 
e v e n b e f o r e t h e G e n e v a m e e t i n g 
w a s s t a g e d . " 

T h e D u t c h g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e c i s i o n 
h a s s u r e l y a n g e r e d t h e K r e m l i n , 
w h i c h , o n l y h o u r s b e f o r e t h e D u t c h 
d e c i s i o n w a s a n n o u n c e d , a g a i n d e 
c l a r e d t h a t t h e n u m b e r o f S S - 2 0 
m i s s i l e s d e p l o y e d o n S o v i e t t e r r i 
t o r y w a s f e w e r t h a n 4 4 1 . 

B u t i t h a s s o f a r b e e n g r e e t e d 
w i t h r e l i e f b y i t s N A T O a l l i e s a n d 
t h e D u t c h b e l i e v e t h e d e c i s i o n c o n 
f i r m s t h e i r u n i t y i n f a c e o f a S o v i e t 
n u c l e a r t h r e a t . 

i n t h e p a s t f e w d a y s , t h e o p p o s i 
t i o n L a b o u r P a r t y h a s t h r e a t e n e d 
t o c a l l f o r a r e f e r e n d u m o n t h e m i s -

M i d d l e E a s t 

by ZHAO ZHONG 

A F T E R h a v i n g a g r e e d t o m e e t 
P a l e s t i n i a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s l a s t A u g u s t c o n t r a 
d i c t e d i t s e l f b y r e f u s i n g t o m e e t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n ( P L O ) . I t 
m a i n t a i n e d t h e P L O ' s p u b l i c a n d 
d e f i n i t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n o f I s r a e l 
w a s a p r e c o n d i t i o n t h a t m u s t b e 
m e t b e f o r e t h e U S w o u l d p a r l e y 
w i t h a j o i n t J o r d a n - P a l e s t i n i a n 
d e l e g a t i o n . 

O n O c t o b a r 1 , I s r a e l i w a r p l a n e s 
r a z e d t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e P L O 
i n T u n i s i n a n a t t e m p t t o v i o l e n t l y 
w i p e o u t t h e l e a d i n g m a i n s t a y o f 

s i l e i s s u e a n d h a s p l e d g e d t o s c r a p 
t h e D u t c h - A m e r i c a n t r e a t y i f i t 
w i n s i n t h e f o r t h c o m i n g g e n e r a l 
e l e c t i o n . 

T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e p e a c e m o v e 
m e n t h a v e a l s o d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e y 
d o n o t see t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e c i 
s i o n a s t h e " l a s t c h a p t e r " i n t h e i r 
c a m p a i g n , a n d t h a t t h e y w i l l c o n 
t i n u e t o w o r k o n p o s t - d e p l o y m e n t , 
a n t i - n u c l e a r " s t r a t e g i e s . " 

I n W a s h i n g t o n ; as e x p e c t e d , t h e 
D u t c h d e c i s i o n w a s h a i l e d i m 
m e d i a t e l y a f t e r i t w a s a n n o u n c e d . 
S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t s p o k e s m a n P e t e 
M a r t i n e z s a i d , " T h e D u t c h h a v e 
d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e i r c o n t i n u e d a d 
h e r e n c e t o t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n 
c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g t h e a l l i a n c e . " 

O b s e r v e r s i n t h e H a g u e b e l i e v e 
t h e D u t c h g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e c i s i o n 
w i l l v e r y l i k e l y s p a r k m o n t h s o f 
u n r e s t i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s a n d m a y 
e v e n a f f e c t i t s g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s 
n e x t M a y . 

t h e P L O . L a t e r , o n O c t o b e r 1 4 , 
a f t e r t h e J o r d a n - P a l e s t i n i a n d e l e g a 
t i o n a r r i v e d i n L o n d o n , S i r G e o f 
f r e y H o w e , B r i t i s h f o r e i g n s e c r e 
t a r y , c a n c e l l e d h i s s e s s i o n w i t h t h e 
d e l e g a t i o n j u s t o n e h o u r b e f o r e 
t h e s c h e d u l e d m e e t i n g t i m e . 
A l t h o u g h t h e B r i t i s h g o v e r n m e n t 
g a v e v a r i o u s e x c u s e s , o b s e r v e r s 
b e l i e v e t h a t B r i t a i n y i e l d e d t o 
p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a n d I s r a e l . 

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a l w a y s i n 
t h e s u p p o r t i n g r o l e f o r I s r a e l , 
c o n t i n u e d i t s h a r a s s m e n t a g a i n s t 
t h e P L O , w h i c h i t t a g g e d a " t e r 
r o r i s t " o r g a n i z a t i o n , b y s e n d i n g 
o u t w a r p l a n e s t o i n t e r c e p t t h e 
E g y p t i a n a i r l i n e r t h a t c a r r i e d t h e 

Peace Process Stalled by the West 
The adverse current against the Palestinians that has 
existed in the Middle East peace process from the very 
beginning is bearing down even harder on the PLO. 
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V i e t N a m 

Economy Suffers Despite Reforms 
The Vietnamese dong is devalued by a large margin 
this year, but the root cause of the economic trouble is 
untouched. 

P a l e s t i n i a n h i j a c k e r s o f t h e I t a l 
i a n c r u i s e s h i p , Achille Lauro. 
It c l a i m e d i t w o u l d l e a d t o t h e a r 

r e s t o f M o h a m e d A b b a s , t h e l e a d 
e r o f a P L O f a c t i o n , t h e P a l e s 
t i n e L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t , w h o i s s a i d 
t o h a v e m a s t e r m i n d e d t h e h i j a c k 
i n g . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e R e a g a n a d m i n 
i s t r a t i o n p u t p r e s s u r e o n t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y s e s 
s i o n , f o r c i n g t h e U N t o t u r n a w a y 
P L O l e a d e r Y a s s e r A r a f a t f r o m 
t h e c o m m e m o r a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s o n 
i t s 4 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y . 

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a l s o a t t e m p t 
e d t o d i v i d e t h e j o i n t a c t i o n o f 
J o r d a n a n d t h e P L O . O n O c t o 
b e r 2 1 , I s r a e l i P r i m e M i n i s t e r S h i 
m o n P e r e s b r o u g h t o u t a n e w 
s e v e n - p o i n t p r o p o s a l f o r s e t t l i n g t h e 
M i d e a s t i s s u e , c l a i m i n g i t w o u l d 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y n e g o t i a t e w i t h 
J o r d a n a n d o t h e r A r a b c o u n t r i e s 
e x c e p t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , t o s a y 
n o t h i n g o f t h e P L O . 

T h i s a l l l e a d s t o o n e k e y p o i n t : 
I s r a e l a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l 
n o t a l l o w t h e P L O t o e x i s t a s t h e 
o n l y l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , t h e r e f o r e i g n o r 
i n g a n y n a t i o n a l r i g h t s d e s e r v e d 
b y t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

B u t t h i s o n l y s t r e n g t h e n s t h e 
w i l l o f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s . R e c o v 
e r i n g t h e i r r i g h t t o b e r e c o g n i z e d 
a s a n a t i o n i s a p a s s i o n o f t h e P a 
l e s t i n i a n s t h a t c a n n o t b e s u p p r e s s 
e d . T o p e a c e f u l l y s e t t l e t h e M i d 
e a s t i s s u e i s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i n 
t e r e s t o f t h e 1 4 0 m i l l i o n A r a b s . 

T h e P a l e s t i n i a n s a n d t h e P L O 
b o t h c o n f r o n t g r e a t p r e s s u r e , e v e n 
f r o m w i t h i n t h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s 
a n d t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e P L O . B u t 
a s l o n g a s a P a l e s t i n i a n h o m e l a n d 
i s n o t r e c o v e r e d , a n d u n t i l t h e y 
a r e a b l e t o l i v e a n d w o r k i n p e a c e 
a n d t o p r o s p e r o n t h e i r o w n l a n d , 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n i s s u e w i l l n o t b e 
r e s o l v e d . T h e a t t e m p t t o r e 
m o v e P a l e s t i n e f r o m t h e m a p b y 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d I s r a e l " w i l l 
o n l y s t i r u p m o r e r e s i s t a n c e f r o m 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s . 

by HUANG YONG 

A L T H O U G H V i e t N a m h a s i n 
t r o d u c e d m a j o r m o n e t a r y r e 

f o r m s , t h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n i n 
t h e c o u n t r y r e m a i n s d e p r e s s e d , 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y h i g h p r i c e s a n d 
s h o r t a g e s o f d a i l y n e c e s s i t i e s . 

O n S e p t e m b e r 1 4 , H a n o i a n 
n o u n c e d t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f a n e w 
c u r r e n c y t o t a k e t h e p l a c e o f t h e 
d o n g . O n e n e w d o n g i s e q u i v a l e n t 
t o 1 0 o f t h e o l d d o n g s . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
m o s t s t o r e s , s c h o o l s a n d f a c t o r i e s 
c l o s e d d o w n f o r t h e d a y a n d a r m e d 
p o l i c e p a t r o l l e d t h e d e s e r t e d s t r e e t s . 
T h e V i e t n a m e s e a u t h o r i t i e s a l s o 
s h u t d o w n t h e H a n o i i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a i r p o r t a n d s u s p e n d e d a l l c o m m u n i 
c a t i o n w i t h t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . 

W h y a l l t h e s e c u r i t y m e a s u r e s ? 
A n d w h y w e r e t h e H a n o i a u t h o r i 
t i e s s o n e r v o u s w h e n t h e y i n t r o 
d u c e d a n e w c u r r e n c y , a p r a c t i c e 
t h a t i s f a i r l y c o m m o n i n o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s ? 

A c c o r d i n g t o e x p e r t s i n I n d o c h i -
n e s e a f f a i r s , s u c h m e a s u r e s w e r e 
t a k e n t o d e a l w i t h p o s s i b l e u n r e s t 
a m o n g a p e o p l e w h o a r e a l r e a d y 
l e a d i n g a d i f f i c u l t l i f e . 

S i n c e i t s o c c u p a t i o n o f K a m 
p u c h e a s e v e n y e a r s a g o . V i e t N a m 
h a s m a d e l i t t l e p r o g r e s s i n i n 
d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c 
t i o n . P r o d u c t i o n i n s o m e i n d u s t r i a l 
s e c t o r s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e c o a l i n 
d u s t r y , h a s d r o p p e d d r a s t i c a l l y . 
W h i l e i t s d e f i c i t h a s b e e n i n c r e a s 
i n g y e a r a f t e r y e a r , V i e t N a m ' s i n 
f l a t i o n r a t e h a s g o n e u p b e t w e e n 7 0 
p e r c e n t a n d 8 0 p e r c e n t . S i n c e 1 9 8 3 

V i e t N a m h a s a c c u m u l a t e d U S $ 6 
b i l l i o n i n f o r e i g n d e b t . 

P r i o r t o t h e c u r r e n c y c h a n g e o v e r , 
H a n o i h a d r e p l a c e d w o r k e r s ' s u b 
s i d i z e d r a t i o n s w i t h c a s h s a l a r i e s 
i n a n e f f o r t t o a p p e a s e t h e p e o p l e 
a n d s t a b i l i z e t h e d o m e s t i c m a r k e t s . 

T h i s i s t h e t h i r d t i m e V i e t N a m 
h a s c h a n g e d i t s c u r r e n c y s i n c e 1 9 7 8 
i n a b i d t o g e t r i d o f i t s e c o n o m i c 
s t a g n a t i o n . B u t i t h a s p r o v e d i n 
e f f e c t i v e , a s t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g 
i s d r o p p i n g w h i l e p r i c e s c o n t i n u e 
t o c l i m b . T h e V i e t n a m e s e s t a t e 
b a n k a d m i t t e d i t w a s d i f f i c u l t f o r 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o w i t h d r a w 
l a r g e a m o u n t s o f c u r r e n c y f r o m c i r 
c u l a t i o n . A s a r e s u l t , i t h a s h a d t o 
p r i n t m o r e m o n e y t o d e a l w i t h t h e 
s i t u a t i o n , s e t t i n g o f f a v i c i o u s 
c y c l e . 

O p i n i o n s v a r y a m o n g V i e t 
n a m e s e o f f i c i a l s a n d e c o n o m i c e x 
p e r t s a s t o t h e r o o t c a u s e o f t h e 
a i l i n g e c o n o m y . S o m e p u t t h e 
b l a m e o n t h e b u r e a u c r a c y , o t h e r s 
a s c r i b e i t t o t h e m i s m a n a g e m e n t o f 
s t a t e - r u n e n t e r p r i s e s . S t i l l o t h e r s 
c l a i m t h e p r o b l e m s t e m s f r o m l a c k 
o f c o - o r d i n a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 
v a r i o u s b r a n c h e s o f t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t . 

I t s e e m s n o b o d y w a n t s t o f a c e 
t h e r e a l c a u s e : t h e i n v a s i o n o f 
K a m p u c h e a , w h i c h h a s s w a l l o w e d 
u p m o r e t h a n h a l f o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
a n n u a l b u d g e t i n t h e p a s t s e v e n 
y e a r s . M e a n w h i l e , a i d f r o m a n d 
t r a d e w i t h W e s t e r n a n d t h i r d w o r l d 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e d e c l i n e d d r a m a t i c 
a l l y . J u s t a s i t h a s b e c o m e i s o l a t e d 
i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l a r e n a , 
V i e t N a m n o w f a c e s a l i e n a t i o n 
f r o m t h e w o r l d ' s m a r k e t p l a c e a s 
w e l l . 
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Family Planning Meets Social Progress 
Is China's one-child-per-family policy imposed on an unwilling people? Or, is it a 
programme that meets the needs of the state, the family and the individual? 

by WU CANGPING 

I N r e c e n t y e a r s , t h e r e h a v e b e e n 
a h a n d f u l o f A m e r i c a n s w h o 

k n o w l i t t l e a b o u t C h i n a a n d 
h a v e a t t a c k e d C h i n a ' s f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p o l i c y , c l a i m i n g i t a s 
c o e r c e d , a n d s a y i n g t h a t C h i n a ' s 
a t t e m p t t o s o l v e i t s p o p u l a t i o n a n d 
e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s t h r o u g h f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g w i l l c o m e t o n o a v a i l . 

China's Views on 
Population 

W i t h r e g a r d t o t h e r e l a t i o n b e 
t w e e n p o p u l a t i o n a n d s o c i o - e c o 
n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , C h i n a h o l d s 
t h a t t h e e c o n o m y i s t h e d e c i s i v e 
f a c t o r . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s t p o i n t o f v i e w , t h e s i z e 
a n d s p e e d o f g r o w t h o f a p o p u l a 
t i o n a r e n o t t h e m a i n f o r c e s t h a t 
d e t e r m i n e s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . I t 
i s t h e c o n s t a n t d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
s o c i a l p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d t h e 
r e a d j u s t m e n t o f t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n t h a t c o n 
s t i t u t e t h e m a i n f o r c e . T h e s i z e , t h e 
s p e e d o f g r o w t h , a n d t h e q u a l i t y 
o f a p o p u l a t i o n w i l l e i t h e r p r o p e l 
o r r e t a r d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
s o c i a l e c o n o m y . G i v e n t h i s , t h e 
C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t a l w a y s h a s 
o p p o s e d t h e v i e w t h a t a c o u n t r y ' s 
p o v e r t y a n d s l o w d e v e l o p m e n t a r e 
p r i m a r i l y d u e t o i t s l a r g e a n d 
g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n . F o r t h e s a m e 
r e a s o n , C h i n a n e v e r b e l i e v e d a l l 
t h e p r o b l e m s c o u l d b e e a s i l y 

The author is a professor of the Chi
na People's University. 

s o l v e d o n c e t h e p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h 
w a s b r o u g h t u n d e r c o n t r o l . 

B e f o r e t h e f o u n d i n g o f N e w 
C h i n a i n ' 9 4 9 , t h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s 
5 4 0 m i l l i o n . T h e e c o n o m y w a s e x 
t r e m e l y b a c k w a r d a n d t h e p e o p l e 

l i v e d i n d i r e p o v e r t y . E v e n t h e n , 
C h i n e s e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a l r e a d y 
h a d r e j e c t e d a n d c r i t i c i z e d v i e w s 
t h a t a t t r i b u t e d C h i n a ' s p r o b l e m s 
t o i t s l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n . 

O n t h e e v e o f t h e f o u n d i n g o f 
t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c , D e a n 
A c h e s o n , t h e n U S s e c r e t a r y o f 
s t a t e , a n a l y s e d t h e i m p e t u s b e h i n d 
C h i n a ' s r e v o l u t i o n . H e a t t r i b u t e d 
i t t o C h i n a ' s o v e r p o p u l a t i o n a n d 
t h e l a c k o f e n o u g h f o o d f o r 
s o m a n y p e o p l e t o e a t . M a o Z e 
d o n g , i n h i s a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d 
The Bankruptcy of the Idealist 
Conception of History, r e f u t e d 
A c h e s o n ' s t h e o r y a n d s a i d t h a t 
r e v o l u t i o n p l u s p r o d u c t i o n c o u l d 
s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m o f f e e d i n g t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

Basis for Practising 
Family Planning 

I n t h e p e r i o d a f t e r t h e f o u n d i n g 
o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s p o p u l a t i o n s w e l l e d 
q u i c k l y , d e s p i t e o u t s i d e c r i t i c i s m , 
a n d t o d a y C h i n a ' s p o p u l a t i o n h a s 
d o u b l e d t o m o r e t h a n 1 b i l l i o n . I n 
1 9 7 9 C h i n a i n s t a t e d a o n e - c h i l d -
p e r - f a m i l y p o l i c y a m o n g t h e 
m a j o r i t y H a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

A f t e r r e v i e w i n g t h e p o s i t i v e a n d 
n e g a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e s i n d e a l i n g 
w i t h t h e p o p u l a t i o n , C h i n a ' s 
l e a d e r s h a v e d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e 

m a i n s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m s o f 
f e e d i n g t h e p e o p l e a n d d e a l i n g 
w i t h u n e m p l o y m e n t , e d u c a t i o n 
a n d h o u s i n g i s t o s t e p u p p r o d u c 
t i o n a n d , s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , m a k e 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a b a s i c s t a t e 
p o l i c y . T h i s d e c i s i o n d i d n o t 
c o m e f r o m a n y i n d i v i d u a l ' s s u b 
j e c t i v e d e s i r e , b u t w a s b a s e d o n 
t h e r e a l i t y o f C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y 
a n d i t s s i z e o f p o p u l a t i o n a n d o n a 
d e e p u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e o b j e c 
t i v e l a w s g o v e r n i n g h u m a n d e v e l 
o p m e n t . T h i s w a s a d e c i s i o n 
b a s e d o n s c i e n c e , a n d t h e a p p l i c a 
t i o n h a s s o f a r p r o v e d s u c c e s s f u l . 

B i r t h c o n t r o l i s a m e t h o d t h a t 
p r o m o t e s c o n t i n u o u s p r o g r e s s i n 
c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i e t y . W i t h t h e 
c u r r e n t n a t u r a l b i r t h r a t e a n d 
a v e r a g e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y , t h e w o r l d 
p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d i n c r e a s e s e v e r a l 
t i m e s w i t h i n t h e n e x t c e n t u r y , 
w h i c h w o u l d b e u n a c c e p t a b l e t o 
m o d e r n s o c i e t y . T h e r e f o r e , i t w a s 
i n e v i t a b l e f o r h u m a n s t h e m s e l v e s 
t o r e s t r i c t t h e i r o w n g r o w t h r a t e . 

C u r r e n t l y , i n a l m o s t a l l t h e d e v e l 
o p e d c o u n t r i e s , b i r t h c o n t r o l i s 
p r a c t i s e d b y e a c h i n d i v i d u a l f a m i 
l y . W h e t h e r a c o u n t r y o p e n l y a n 
n o u n c e s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a s i t s 
p o l i c y , h o w e v e r , i s a q u e s t i o n r e 
l a t i n g t o i t s o w n s o v e r e i g n t y . 
G i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t C h i n a ' s p o p u 
l a t i o n h a s a l r e a d y t o p p e d 1 b i l l i o n 
a n d t h a t i t s p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y h a s 
t r i p l e d t h a t o f t h e w o r l d a v e r a g e 
a n d q u a d r u p l e d t h a t o f t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a d n o c h o i c e b u t t o m a k e f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g i t s s t a t e p o l i c y . T h i s i s 
t h e o n l y w a y i t c a n m o r e e f f e c 
t i v e l y o r g a n i z e a n d m o b i l i z e i t s 
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p e o p l e t o c o n s c i o u s l y p r a c t i s e 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l , t h e r e b y i m 
p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e e n t i r e 
p o p u l a t i o n . E v e n t h o u g h , C h i n a 
s t i l l b e l i e v e s t h e g r o w t h o f p r o 
d u c t i o n i s t h e b e s t w a y t o i m p r o v e 
l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s . 

F a m i l y p l a n n i n g i s a l s o a n o b 
j e c t i v e n e e d o f C h i n a ' s m o d e r n i z a 
t i o n d r i v e . I t i s i n c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t , 
as C h i n a h e a d s f o r m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
i n a l l f i e l d s , i t s p o p u l a t i o n r e 
m a i n s a t a h i g h b i r t h r a t e a n d 
p o o r l e v e l o f h e a l t h . R e p r o d u c 
t i o n m u s t a l s o b e m o d e r n i z e d — 
t o a c h i e v e a l o w b i r t h r a t e , a l o w 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e , a l o w o r z e r o n a 
t u r a l g r o w t h r a t e a n d h i g h e r 
q u a l i t y o f p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l 
h e a l t h . T h e p u r p o s e o f o u r p o p u l a 
t i o n p o l i c y i s t o c o n t r o l p o p u l a 
t i o n a n d e n s u r e t h e b i r t h s o f 
h e a l t h y c h i l d r e n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , f r o m a l o n g - t e r m 
p o i n t o f v i e w , p r a c t i s i n g b i r t h 
c o n t r o l i s c o n d u c i v e t o b a l a n c i n g 
C h i n a ' s e c o l o g i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . 
A l t h o u g h C h i n a a b o u n d s w i t h 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , i t s p e r - c a p i t a 
a v e r a g e o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s i s 
l o w e r t h a n t h e w o r l d ' s l e v e l . F o r 
i n s t a n c e , t h e a m o u n t o f l a n d f o r 
e a c h p e r s o n i n C h i n a i s o n l y o n e -

t h i r d o f t h e w o r l d ' s a v e r a g e ( o n e -
t h i r d o f t h e c u l t i v a t e d l a n d , o n e -
f o u r t h o f t h e p a s t u r e l a n d . o n e -
n i n t h o f t h e f o r e s t s a n d o n e - f o u r t h 
o f t h e f r e s h w a t e r s u r f a c e ) . 
C h i n a ' s a v e r a g e p e r - c a p i t a c u l 
t i v a t e d l a n d a n d f o r e s t s i s o n l y 
o n e - e i g h t h a n d o n e - t e n t h o f t h a t 
o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . W i t h C h i n a ' s 
c u r r e n t p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d 
s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n i c a l l e v e l s , i f 
i t s p o p u l a t i o n g r o w s t o o f a s t , a n 
i n c r e a s e d p r e s s u r e w i l l d e f i n i t e l y 
b e p l a c e d o n i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , a n d t h e l o w 
p e r - c a p i t a l e v e l o f r e s o u r c e s w i l l 
h i n d e r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f l i v i n g 
s t a n d a r d s . F a m i l y p l a n n i n g s h o u l d 
h e l p t o r e d u c e t h e f a c t o r s t h a t 
d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y t h r e a t e n t h e 
b a l a n c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t ( t h e s e 
f a c t o r s i n c l u d e t h e e x c e s s i v e r e 
c l a m a t i o n o f w a s t e l a n d , t h e 
o v e r u s e o f g r a s s l a n d a n d f a r m l a n d , 
o n e - c r o p y i e l d s a n d f a i l i n g t o l e t 
o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l s r e t u r n t o t h e 
f i e l d s ) . I t a l s o w i l l h e l p c r e a t e 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r a b a l a n c e d e n v i r o n 
m e n t a l c i r c u l a t i o n . I n e s s e n c e , l i k e 
f a r m l a n d a n d v e g e t a t i o n p r o t e c 
t i o n , w a t e r a n d s o i l c o n s e r v a t i o n 
a n d a f f o r e s t a t i o n , b i r t h c o n t r o l 
h a s a n i m p o r t a n t b e a r i n g o n t h e 
f u n d a m e n t a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e c o m 
i n g g e n e r a t i o n s . 

C h i n o h a s a l w a y s g i v e n p r i o r i t y t o b i r t h c o n t r o l e d u c a t i o n . X i a o K a n g 
( s e c o n d f r o m l e f t ) , d e p u t y h e a d o f t h e L a n z h o u c i t y f a m i l y p l a n n i n g c o m m i t t e e , 

e x p l a i n i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g t o a g r o u p o f w o m e n . 

g i v e n p r i o r i t y t o b i r t h c o n t r o l e d u c a t i o n . X i a o K a n g 

B e c a u s e p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h h a s 
c y c l i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s , i t i s n a t u r a l 
f o r a c o u n t r y t o set d i f f e r e n t p o p 
u l a t i o n X p o l i c i e s f o r d i f f e r e n t 
h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d s . T h e p o l i c y , 
" o n e c o u p l e , o n e c h i l d , " w a s r a i s 
e d a s a s p e c i a l p o l i c y f o r a c e r t a i n 
p e r i o d i n C h i n a . 

Special Policy for a 
Particular Period 

B e g i n n i n g i n 1 9 6 2 , a " b a b y 
b o o m " s w e p t t h r o u g h C h i n a , w i t h 
m o r e t h a n 2 0 m i l l i o n b a b i e s b o r n 
a y e a r . T h i s r a t e c o n t i n u e d f o r 
m o r e t h a n a d o z e n y e a r s . A n d d u r 
i n g t h a t p e r i o d , t h e r e w e r e a d e c 
a d e i n w h i c h m o r e t h a n 2 5 
m i l l i o n b a b i e s w e r e b o r n e a c h 
y e a r . T h i s g e n e r a t i o n w i l l j o i n 
t h e r a n k s o f t h e c h i l d - b e a r i n g - a g e 
p o p u l a t i o n t h i s y e a r t o t h e e n d o f 
t h e c e n t u r y . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 1 9 8 2 
n a t i o n a l c e n s u s , t h e n u m b e r o f 
p e o p l e b e t w e e n t h e a g e s o f 5 a n d 
1 9 t o t a l s 3 6 8 m i l l i o n . E v e n i f a l l 
t h e p e o p l e o f t h i s g e n e r a t i o n h a v e 
o n l y a n a v e r a g e o f 2 . 2 c h i l d r e n 
p e r c o u p l e , t h e y s t i l l w o u l d g i v e 

b i r t h t o a n o t h e r 3 6 8 m i l l i o n b a 
b i e s b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h i s c e n t u r y . 
C o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h i s e n o r m o u s 
c h i l d - b e a r i n g p o t e n t i a l C h i n a h a s 
e v e r y r e a s o n t o r e q u i r e t h a t t h i s 
g e n e r a t i o n l o w e r i t s b i r t h r a t e . 
F u r t h e r m o r e t h e o n e - c h i l d - p e r -
c o u p l e p o l i c y d o e s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 
m e a n t h a t e v e r y c o u p l e , w i t h o u t 
e x c e p t i o n , c a n h a v e j u s t o n e c h i l d . 
F o r e x a m p l e , c o u p l e s w h o b e a r 
p h y s i c a l l y d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n , o r 
d i v o r c e d c o u p l e s a n d w i d o w s a r e 
a l l o w e d t o h a v e a n o t h e r c h i l d i f 
t h e i r n e w s p o u s e s h a v e n o c h i l d r e n . 

Mistakes of the Attackers 

C h i n a ' s b i r t h c o n t r o l i s c a r r i e d 
o u t i n a c o u n t r y w i t h 1 b i l l i o n 
p e o p l e — o n e - f o u r t h o f t h e w o r l d ' s 
t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n — a n d 5 2 0 m i l 
l i o n o f t h a t p o p u l a t i o n a r e a t t h e 
c h i l d - b e a r i n g a g e . T h e r e f o r e , 
n e g l i g e n c e i s i n e v i t a b l e , a s a r e 
m i s t a k e s i n c e r t a i n p l a c e s o v e r 
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s h o r t p e r i o d s o f t i m e . B y a i r i n g 
t h e s e s h o r t c o m i n g s a n d m i s t a k e s 
t h r o u g h o u r m e d i a , t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t i s l e t t i n g p e o p l e k n o w t h a t 
t h e s e cases a r e a g a i n s t C h i n a ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s . I t i s g r o u n d 
less t o m a k e c o n c l u s i o n s t h a t 
C h i n a ' s b i r t h c o n t r o l i s c o e r c e d 
a n d o p p o s e d b y t h e m a s s e s . F a c t s 
h a v e p r o v e d t h a t b i r t h c o n t r o l 
m e e t s t h e o b j e c t i v e n e e d s o f o u r 
c o u n t r y ' s s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
r e f l e c t s t h e d e s i r e s o f t h e m a j o r i t y 
o f p e o p l e . 

C h i n a ' s c u r r e n t c h i l d - b e a r i n g -
age p o p u l a t i o n t o t a l s 5 2 0 m i l l i o n , 
t w i c e as m u c h as t h e e n t i r e p o p u 
l a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e b e t w e e n t h e 
ages o f 2 0 a n d 3 4 — t h e m o s t 
a c t i v e c h i l d - b e a r i n g a g e g r o u p — 
is 2 4 0 m i l l i o n , a b o u t e q u a l t o t o 
d a y ' s U S p o p u l a t i o n . C a n a n y o n e 
i m a g i n e t h a t w e c o u l d , j u s t b y 
c o e r c i o n , b r i n g d o w n t h e a v e r a g e 
n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e n f o r e a c h c o u 
p l e f r o m f i v e t o a b i t m o r e t h a n 
t w o i n o n l y 1 0 y e a r s ? N o s u c h a 
f o r c e c o u l d c o m p e l h u n d r e d s o f 
m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e t o d o s o m e t h i n g 
t h e y a r e u n w i l l i n g t o d o . U n b i a s e d 
p e o p l e c a n see t h a t C h i n a ' s f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p o l i c y w o u l d n o t w o r k 
w i t h o u t t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g , s u p 
p o r t a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t h e b r o a d 
m a s s e s o f c h i l d - b e a r i n g - a g e p e o -
p i e . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h o s e o f t h e c h i l d -
b e a r i n g a g e m a k e u p t h e g e n e r a 
t i o n b e h i n d C h i n a ' s m a i n f o r c e o f 
p r o d u c t i o n . I f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g 
w a s e n f o r c e d a g a i n s t t h e i r w i l l , 
t h e i r e n t h u s i a s m f o r w o r k a n d 
p r o d u c t i o n w o u l d b e g r e a t l y d a m 
p e n e d . B u t f a c t s s h o w t h a t t h e 
y e a r s i n w h i c h C h i n a ' s f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g a c h i e v e d m a r k e d succes s 
es w e r e t h e s a m e as t h o s e d u r i n g 
w h i c h C h i n a ' s e c o n o m y d e v e l o p e d 
m o s t r a p i d l y , e n t h u s i a s m f o r p r o 
d u c t i o n w a s u n p r e c e d e n t e d l y h i g h , 
a n d l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s w e r e m a r k e d 
l y i m p r o v e d . T h u s , t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e b r o a d m a s s 
es o f p e a s a n t s , h a v e r e a l i z e d t h a t 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e s t a t e , f a m i l y 

a n d i n d i v i d u a l s a r e i d e n t i c a l i n 
t e r m s o f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g , a n d t h e y 
h a v e c o n s c i o u s l y l i n k e d i t t o t h e 
g r o w t h o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d b e t t e r 
l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s . 

E c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
s o c i a l c h a n g e t h r o u g h o u t t h e p a s t 
3 0 y e a r s h a v e c r e a t e d s o c i a l c o n 
d i t i o n s t h a t h a v e h e l p e d p e o p l e t o 
r e v i e w t h e i r i d e a s o n h a v i n g b i g 
f a m i l i e s . S u c h f a c t o r s i n c l u d e 
t h e p l u n g i n g i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y 
r a t e , t h e u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n o f 

e d u c a t i o n a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d i n d u s t r y m e c h a n i 
z a t i o n . T h e g e n e r a l i m p r o v e m e n t 
i n l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s a l o n g w i t h t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e n u c l e a r f a m i l y , 
t h e h e i g h t e n i n g o f w o m e n ' s s o c i a l 
s t a t u s a n d t h e i r e m p l o y m e n t , t h e 
l e s s e r i n f l u e n c e o f f e u d a l i d e a s a n d 
t h e p e o p l e ' s i n c r e a s i n g d e s i r e t o 
l e a r n m o r e n e w t h i n g s h a v e a l s o 
h a d s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t o n c h a n g 
i n g f a m i l y p l a n n i n g v i e w s . T h e 
s t a t e ' s f r e e s u p p l y o f c o n t r a c e p 
t i v e s , t o o , h a s e n c o u r a g e d a d r o p 
i n t h e b i r t h r a t e . 

T h e s u c c e s s e s o f C h i n a ' s f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g w o r k i n t h e p a s t d e c a d e 
i s i n g r e a t p a r t d u e t o t h e i n c r e a s e 
i n e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k . T h e n u m b e r 

o f p e o p l e i n v o l v e d i n f a m i l y p l a n 
n i n g w o r k a n d t h e n u m b e r o f 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s se t u p f o r t h e p u r 
p o s e a r e b e y o n d t h e a w a r e n e s s o f 
m a n y p e o p l e a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 
T o w o r k m o r e e f f i c i e n t l y , C h i n a 
h a s se t u p m a n y i n f o r m a t i o n c e n 
t r e s t h a t o f f e r f r e e a d v i c e a n d 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . D e m o g r a p h i c d e p a r t 
m e n t s h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
m a n y i n s t i t u t e s o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g ; 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g m a n a g e m e n t 
c o l l e g e s h a v e b e e n f o u n d e d ; 
p o p u l a t i o n e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s h a v e 

b e e n t a u g h t i n s o m e s e c o n d a r y 
s c h o o l s ; m o r e t h a n 3 0 s p e c i a l i z e d 
d e m o g r a p h i c r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s 
h a v e b e e n s e t u p i n s o m e u n i v e r 
s i t i e s a n d c o l l e g e s a n d a t t h e A c a d 
e m y o f S o c i a l S c i e n c e s ; f i v e 
m a g a z i n e s o n d e m o g r a p h y a r e 
p u b l i s h e d ; a n d d e m o g r a p h i c a n d 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a s s o c i a t i o n s h a v e 
b e e n f o u n d e d i n a l l t h e p r o v i n c e s 
a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

T h e u n p r e c e d e n t e d e f f o r t s 
C h i n a h a s m a d e t o p u b l i c i z e f a m i 
l y p l a n n i n g i n d i c a t e C h i n a ' s s u c 
cess i n f a m i l y p l a n n i n g i s n o t ac 
c i d e n t a l a n d t h a t C h i n a h a s 
a l w a y s g i v e n p r i o r i t y t o t h e e d u c a 
t i o n a n d h e a l t h o f i t s p e o p l e w h e n 
c o n s i d e r i n g b i r t h c o n t r o l . • 

While practising family planning, efforts also have been made to help cure 
infertility. Li Yuehua (second from left), a textile worker in Fujian Province, 

is one of many being cured. 
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Population Workers Refute Slanders 
At the end of September, the US Agency for International Devel

opment (AID), basing itself on the slander by a few people against 
China's population policy, announced its decision to withhold US$10 
million of its 1986 pledged contribution of US$46 million to the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA). Many family plan
ners have voiced their protest by refuting the slanderous charge. The 
following are two contributions to "Beijing Review." — Ed. 

Family Planning: Fair and Reasonable 

by CUI PEIHUA 
I am a rural population worker. 

Through my 13 years 'work I have 
come to realize that family plan
ning is highly necessary for a coun
try as populous as China. Also 
in these 13 years I have seen how 
welcome family planning is in my 
village. Recently I learnt that a 
handful of people in the United 
States were accusing the Chinese 
government of imposing birth con
trol on Chinese people and that the 
policy was facing strong resistance 
from the masses. In my opinioi) 
their accusations are absurd. 

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to say something about my 
village. 

Located by the Yellow Sea, 
Nanche is a small village in the 
eastern part of Shandong Province. 
With 256 families it has 887 peo
ple who share only 24 hectares of 
arable land — or one hectare for 
every 37 people. If the population 
were allowed to grow naturally 
unchecked, how would it be pos
sible for so little land to feed so 
many? How could the standard of 
living ever improve when the econ-

The author is a population 
worker in Nanche Village, Rongcheng 
County, Shandong Province. 

omy was not developed? Confront
ed with such a reality, the villagers 
have been willing to co-operate 
with the government's population 
policy. 

In 13 years, proceeding from the 
interests of the villagers, popula
tion workers have emphasized not 
only slowing population growth, 
but also improve the physical and 
intellectual qiiality of the popula
tion. I am happy to see that, 
through our hard work, the rapid 
growth of population in our village 
has been kept under control, and 
economic development has been 
accelerated. The average per-capi-
ta income of the village, for ex
ample, increased from 140 yuan in 
1979 to 1,068 yuan in 1984, while 
in that same period the population 
only increased 2.4 percent. Because 
of the economic development, the 
village's 21 senior citizens, who 
either had no children to support 
them or who could no longer work, 
received annual pensions of up to 
660 yuan last year. 

The villagers have benefited 
from the population programme 
since it began in 1972, and recently 
no women in the village have been 
willing to have more than two 
children. As a result of child-bear
ing women's use of various contra
ceptive methods, the village's an
nual ratio between deliveries and 

abortions was 1:0.18 in 1984 and is 
expected to be reduced to 1:0.12 in 
1985. This year we have persuad
ed some one-child families with 
specific difficulties — such as those 
who have only one but handicap
ped child or both parents come 
from one-child family — to have 
another Child. 

For those women who find it 
difficult to conceive, we have 
done our best to help them 
get pregnant. Wang Shuli, 
for example, a woman in her 
30s, could not bear children. After 
I learnt this, I went all over look
ing for a physician to help her con
ceive. At last Wang became preg
nant, and she now has a lovely 
child. 

Some women whose contracep
tive methods failed have asked for 
abortions. 1 always accompany 
these women to the hospital. After 
their operations, 1 help them with 
their housework and other chores. 
Wang )ianhong, for example, had 
an abortion, I helped her recu
perate by doing chores around the 
house. At the time her husband, 
who works for a fish company, 
was at sea fishing. When he learnt 
of my care, he was very pleased. 
"You did a better job than 1 could 
have done in taking care of my 
wife," he said. 

Another couple could not agree 
on whether to have a second child. 
The wife said she did not want 
another. Her husband, however, 
did want another. Through my 
persuasion, the wife decided to re
spect her husband's will. Now 
both are delighted with their sec
ond child. 

I am always trying to improve 
my work, which my fellow villag
ers support. Once I ran a tempera
ture of 40 degrees Celsius, and 
was bedridden for three days. Vil-
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l a g e r s c a l l e d o n m e e v e r y d a y . O n e 
m o r n i n g m o r e t h a n 2 0 o f t h e m 
c a m e t o s e e m e . M y t h r e e r o o m s , 
i t s e e m e d , w e r e o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h 
v i s i t o r s . T h e i r s i n c e r i t y t o u c h e d 
m e s o d e e p l y t h a t t e a r s w e l l e d i n 
m y e y e s . 

H e r e 1 w a n t t o a s k t h o s e w h o 
d i s t o r t a n d a t t a c k C h i n a ' s p o p u l a 
t i o n p o l i c y o n l y o n e q u e s t i o n . I f 
C h i n a ' s p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c y w a s i m 
p l e m e n t e d b y f o r c e , c o u l d s u c h 
s i n c e r e e m o t i o n s e x i s t b e t w e e n m y 
f e l l o w v i l l a g e r s a n d m e ? 

Family Planners Work With the People 

by TAN YULING 

I S T A R T E D d o i n g f a m i l y p l a n 
n i n g w o r k i n 1 9 7 9 . S i n c e 

m y f i r s t d a y i n t h e j o b I 
h a v e s e r v e d t h e p e o p l e a c 
c o r d i n g t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f 
o u r P a r t y a n d g o v e r n m e n t . I n t h e 
l a s t s i x y e a r s I h a v e m o r e t h a n 
o n c e v i s i t e d a l l t h e 1 , 6 0 0 c h i l d -
b e a r i n g w o m e n i n o u r t o w n s h i p . 
D u r i n g t h e s e v i s i t s I n e v e r f e l t a n y 
h o s t i l i t y f r o m a n y o f t h e m . T h e y 
h a v e b e e n m o s t w i l l i n g t o c h a t 
w i t h m e , t e l l m e t h e i r t h o u g h t s a n d 
a s k m e t o d o t h i n g s i n t h e i r f a v o u r . 

O n e o f t h e s e w o m e n w a s W a n g 
Y u l i a n w h o l i v e s i n X i n k a i V i l l a g e 
w i t h h e r f o u r c h i l d r e n . W a n g s a i d 
s h e w a n t e d t o h a v e a t u b a l l i g a 
t i o n b e c a u s e s h e w a s s u f f e r i n g 
f r o m c o m p l i c a t i o n s f r o m c h i l d 
b i r t h a n d w a n t e d n o m o r e c h i l d r e n . 
S h e a s k e d m e t o a c c o m p a n y h e r t o 
t h e h o s p i t a l o n t h e d a y s h e w a s t o 
h a v e t h e o p e r a t i o n . I p e r s u a d e d 
h e r , h o w e v e r , t o p o s t p o n e t h e s u r 
g e r y a n d t o t r e a t h e r p r o b l e m s 
f i r s t w i t h m e d i c i n e . S h e a g r e e d . 
I n t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y s , I f o u n d d o c 
t o r s f o r h e r a n d h e l p e d h e r w i t h 
h e r h o u s e h o l d c h o r e s . A n d , b e 
c a u s e h e r f a m i l y w a s p o o r , I a s k e d 
t h e t o w n s h i p g o v e r n m e n t t o p a y 
f o r h e r m e d i c i n e . N o t l o n g a f t e r , 
W a n g w a s f e e l i n g b e t t e r a n d l a t e r 
o p t e d t o h a v e t h e o p e r a t i o n . W h e n 
s h e w a s h o s p i t a l i z e d , I w e n t t o s e e 

h e r f r e q u e n t l y . S e v e r a l m o n t h s 
a f t e r h e r o p e r a t i o n , h e r h u s b a n d 
o p e n e d a b l a c k s m i t h ' s s h o p , a n d 

T h e a u t h o r i s a n a s s i s t a n t i n t h e 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g o f f i c e i n C h e n g q i a n g 
T o w n s h i p , H u n j i a n g C i t y , j i l i n P r o v 
i n c e . 

o n t h e o p e n i n g d a y , W a n g m a d e a 
s p e c i a l t r i p t o i n v i t e m e t o d i n n e r 
w i t h h e r f a m i l y a s a n i n d i c a t i o n 
o f h e r g r a t i t u d e t o m e . 

B i r t h c o n t r o l w o r k i n t h e r u r a l 
a r e a s i n v o l v e s c o n t a c t w i t h t h e p e o 
p l e . T o d o m y j o b w e l l , I m u s t 
s e r v e t h e p e o p l e f a i t h f u l l y a n d 
w o r k w i t h t h e i r i n t e r e s t s i n m i n d . 
I h a v e a l w a y s w o r k e d a c c o r d i n g t o 
t h i s l i n e o f t h o u g h t . O n c e 1 o r 
g a n i z e d a g e n e r a l c h e c k - u p f o r t h e 
e l d e r l y w h o l i v e d a l o n e , f o r 3 6 0 
y o u n g w o m e n a n d 2 8 0 c h i l d r e n 
f r o m s i n g l e - c h i l d f a m i l i e s i n t h e 
t o w n s h i p . I h a v e a l s o h e l p e d w o m 
e n w h o a f t e r s e v e r a l y e a r s o f m a r 
r i a g e r e m a i n c h i l d l e s s f i n d t r e a t 
m e n t . I n a d d i t i o n , I h a v e m e t i c u 
l o u s l y i n t r o d u c e d m e t h o d s o f c o n 
t r a c e p t i o n t o t h e m . O n e w o m a n 
f r o m A i l i n V i l l a g e , f o r e x a m p l e , 
f o u n d s h e w a s n o t s u i t e d t o a n i n 

t r a u t e r i n e d e v i c e , s o s h e c a m e t o 
m e f o r a d v i c e . I t o l d h e r 1 w o u l d 
r e c o m m e n d a l i g a t i o n . B u t , b e 
c a u s e s h e w a s a f r a i d o f t h e i d e a 
o f s u r g e r y , s h e r e f u s e d . I t o l d h e r 
o f o t h e r c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s . 
N o n e o f t h e s e s u i t e d h e r e i t h e r , 
h o w e v e r . F i n a l l y , a f t e r d i s c u s s i n g 
t h e o p e r a t i o n w i t h w o m e n w h o 
h a d h a d a t u b a l l i g a t i o n , t h i s 
w o m a n c h o s e t h a t c o u r s e . H o w 
e v e r , b e c a u s e s h e w a s s t i l l w o r r i e d 
a b o u t s u r g e r y . I t o o k h e r t o v i s i t a 
p h y s i c i a n w h o e x p l a i n e d t h e p r o 
c e d u r e t o h e r . A f t e r t h e i r d i s c u s 
s i o n , s h e c o n s e n t e d h a p p i l y t o t h e 
o p e r a t i o n . 

I h a v e g e n u i n e c o n c e r n f o r t h e s e 
w o m e n , a n d t h e y r e c i p r o c a t e b y 
s h o w i n g m e t h e i r f r i e n d s h i p . W h e n 
I w a s p r e g n a n t , v i l l a g e r s s e n t m e 
s t r a w b e r r i e s . A f t e r I g a v e b i r t h , 
t h e y c a m e t o s e e m e a n d b r o u g h t 
a l o n g w i t h t h e m m i l l e t , b l a c k s u g a r 
a n d e g g s . W e a l l g e t a l o n g w e l l 
t o g e t h e r . I s i n c e r e l y w e l c o m e 
v i s i t s t o o u r t o w n s h i p b y f o r e i g n e r s 
w h o g e n u i n e l y w a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d 

f a m i l y p l a n n i n g i n C h i n a . I a l s o 
w o u l d l i k e t o r e c e i v e t h o s e w h o 
t h i n k c a d r e s l i k e m e a r e " u n w e l 
c o m e " p e o p l e . T h e y m a y c o m e 
a n d s e e f o r t h e m s e l v e s h o w w r o n g 
t h c v a r e . 

Tan Yuling ( f i r s t f r o m r i g f i t ) , outhor of the article, explaining 
family planning to a young couple. 
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Economic Situation South of Sahara 
The Sub-Saharan African countries experienced their hardest time in the first five 
years of the 1980s, for a multitude of reasons. If they continue their present efforts 
by readjusting their economic policies and upholding the principle of collective 
self-reliance, the economic development in the latter half of the decade is expected 
to improve. 

by WANG HEXING 

A L T H O U G H t h e d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s a s a w l i o l e b e g a n t o 

t a k e a t u r n f o r t h e e c o n o m i c b e t 
t e r i n 1 9 8 4 , t h e s i t u a t i o n s o u t h o f 
t h e S a h a r a * r e m a i n e d g r i m . A b o v e 
a l l , l o n g y e a r s o f d r o u g h t h a v e 
f u r t h e r a g g r a v a t e d t h e r e g i o n ' s 
p r e c a r i o u s e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n . 

Economic Growth Declines. A c 
c o r d i n g t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
C o n f e r e n c e o n T r a d e a n d D e v e l o p 
m e n t ( U N C T A D ) , A f r i c a s o u t h o f 
t h e S a h a r a m a n a g e d a n a v e r a g e 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h r a t e o f 2 . 8 p e r 
c e n t f r o m 1 9 7 5 - 8 0 . T h e f i g u r e 
d r o p p e d t o 0 . 4 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 1 , 
a n d n e g a t i v e r a t e s o f - 0 . 5 p e r c e n t 
a n d - 0 . 7 p e r c e n t w e r e r e c o r d e d i n 
1 9 8 2 a n d 1 9 8 3 . A l t h o u g h t h e r a t e 
o f 2 . 2 p e r c e n t e s t i m a t e d f o r 1 9 8 4 
i s t h e h i g h e s t s i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g 
o f t h e d e c a d e , i t w a s s t i l l l o w e r 
t h a n t h e g r o w t h i n t h e r e g i o n ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n , w h i c h s w e l l e d b y 
a b o u t 3 p e r c e n t a y e a r . 

T h e p e r - c a p i t a g r o s s d o m e s t i c 
p r o d u c t ( G D P ) s o u t h o f t h e 
S a h a r a h a s a l s o d e c r e a s e d a n 
n u a l l y . A v e r a g e p e r - c a p i t a i n 
c o m e h a s d r o p p e d b y a b o u t 1 1 
p e r c e n t i n t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . A c 
c o r d i n g t o U n i t e d N a t i o n s s t a n 
d a r d s , 2 5 o f t h e 3 6 ' l e a s t d e v e l o p e d 
A s i a n , A f r i c a n a n d L a t i n A m e r i 
c a n c o u n t r i e s a r e l o c a t e d s o u t h o f 
t h e S a h a r a * * . T h e p e r - c a p i f a 
G D P o f t h e s e 2 5 A f r i c a n c o u n 
t r i e s w a s o n l y U S $ 3 0 0 i n 1 9 8 2 , 
f a r b e l o w t h e U S | 1 , 0 0 3 o f t h e 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . A t p r e s e n t , 

6 0 p e r c e n t o f a l l A f r i c a n s l i v e 
b e l o w t h e p o v e r t y l i n e , w i t h 
a v e r a g e i n c o m e s o f l e s s t h a n 
U S $ 1 3 5 . A n d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e 
c o n t i n e n t ' s p o o r l i v e s o u t h o f t h e 
S a h a r a . 

Shortage of Development Funds. 
I n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 s , t h e d e v e l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s f a c e d a s e r i o u s e c o n o m i c 
r e c e s s i o n . I n t e r n a t i o n a l d e m a n d 
f o r p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s f e l l , a n d t h e 
p r i c e s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d m i n e r a l 
p r o d u c t s d r o p p e d . T h e e x p o r t 
v o l u m e o f t h e c o u n t r i e s s o u t h o f 
t h e S a h a r a s h r a n k f r o m U S $ 3 5 
b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 2 t o U S $ 3 1 . 9 b i l l i o n 
i n 1 9 8 4 . W i t h d e c r e a s i n g e x p o r t 
i n c o m e a n d w o r s e n i n g t r a d e c o n 
d i t i o n s , t h e r e g i o n w a s p l a g u e d 
w i t h c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r s o f d e f i c i t s 

— U S $ 1 6 . 3 b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 2 , 
U S $ 1 4 . 9 b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 3 a n d 
U S $ 1 3 . 1 b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 4 . 

F o r A f r i c a s o u t h o f t h e S a h a r a , 
t h e d e b t p r o b l e m i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m 
t h a t o f t h e o t h e r d e v e l o p i n g c o u n 
t r i e s . A l t h o u g h t h e r e g i o n ' s d e b t 
( n o t i n c l u d i n g N i g e r i a ) i s n o t 

e s p e c i a l l y h i g h , r e a c h i n g U S $ 5 b 
b i l l i o n i n 1 9 8 2 , i t r e p r e s e n t s a 
g r e a t p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e d e b t o r 
c o u n t r i e s ' G D P s . T h e f i g u r e e x 
c e e d s 5 0 p e r c e n t i n s o m e 2 0 c o u n 
t r i e s , a n d r u n s a s h i g h a s 1 4 7 . 1 
p e r c e n t a n d 1 0 3 . 5 p e r c e n t i n 
M a u r i t a n i a a n d T o g o . T h e p r o b 
l e m i s f u r t h e r a g g r a v a t e d b y 
t h e f a c t t h a t f e w c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 
r e g i o n h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o r e p a y . 

A d e a r t h o f d e v e l o p m e n t f u n d s 
a n d i n d u s t r i e s t h a t o p e r a t e f a r 
b e l o w c a p a c i t y — t h e u t i l i z a t i o n 
r a t e i s o n l y 2 5 p e r c e n t i n s o m e 

c o u n t r i e s — h a v e p u s h e d u n e m 
p l o y m e n t t o h i g h s o f 4 0 p e r c e n t 
a r o u n d t h e r e g i o n . 

Worst Drought. T h e c u r r e n t 
A f r i c a n d r o u g h t a f f e c t s a n a r e a 
s t r e t c h i n g a c r o s s t h e c o n t i n e n t 
f r o m t h e A r a b i a n S e a t o C a p e 
V e r d e a n d S e n e g a l a l o n g t h e 
A t l a n t i c c o a s t , a n d f r o m t h e 
S a h a r a d o w n t o S o u t h A f r i c a . 
E v e n Z a m b i a , B o t s w a n a , L e s o t h o 
a n d S w a z i l a n d , w h i c h a r e l o c a t e d 
i n t r o p i c a l a r e a s a n d n o r m a l l y 
h a v e m o r e r a i n f a l l , w e r e s t r i c k e n . 
T h e d r o u g h t a f f e c t e d a t o t a l o f 3 4 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , o v e r 4 4 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e c o n t i n e n t . I t s e s t i m a t e d 1 5 0 
m i l l i o n v i c t i m s a c c o u n t f o r a b o u t 
o n e - t h i r d o f A f r i c a ' s t o t a l p o p u l a 
t i o n . E t h i o p i a , C h a d , M a l i , N i g e r , 
M a u r i t a n i a a n d M o z a m b i q u e a r e 

a m o n g t h e h a r d e s t h i t . I n e i g h t 
c o u n t r i e s i n t h e S a h e l r e g i o n , t h e 
c a t a s t r o p h e h a s c o n t i n u e d f o r 1 5 
y e a r s . 

Acute Grain Shortage. A c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s F o o d a n d 
A g r i c u l t u r e O r g a n i z a t i o n ( F A O ) , 
A f r i c a ' s t o t a l g r a i n o u t p u t i n 1 9 8 4 
w a s 4 6 m i l l i o n t o n s , l e s s t h a n t h e 
5 4 m i l l i o n t o n s r e a p e d i n 1 9 7 2 , 
t h e y e a r o f w o r s t d r o u g h t . 

* This refers to all the African 
countries except for Egypt, Libya, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco. 

** The 25 countries are Benin, Bots
wana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cape 
Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Cameroon, Djibouti, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, the Gambia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Ma
lawi, Mali, Niger, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, the Sudan. Togo, 
Uganda, and Tanzania. 
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Morocco 
Algeria 

Tunisia 

1. Senega 
2. G a m b i a 
3. Guineo-Bissou 
4. Burkino-Faso 
5. Guinea 
6. Sierra Leone 
7. Liberia 
8. Ivory Coast 
9. Ghana 
1 0. Togo 
1 1. Benin 
12. Equaforial Guinea 
13. Gabon Namibia , 
14. Sao Tome and Principe (South West Africa) 
1 5. Djibouti occupied by South A f r i 

1 6. Uganda 
1 7. Rwanda 
1 8. Burundi 
19. Ma law i 
20. Z imbabwe 
2 1 . Botswana 
22. Swaziland 
23. Lesotho 

Seychelles 

South Africa 

I n 1 9 8 4 , 15 A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s 
w e r e p l a g u e d b y a c u t e g r a i n 
s h o r t a g e s ; b y e a r l y t h i s y e a r t h e 
n u m b e r i n c r e a s e d t o 2 1 , a n d 1 0 
m o r e c o u n t r i e s w e r e t h r e a t e n e d . 
T h i r t y m i l l i o n p e o p l e n e e d e d 
u r g e n t h e l p , o n e - t h i r d o f w h o m 
w e r e f o r c e d t o l e a v e t h e i r h o m e s 
t o s e a r c h f o r f o o d a n d p o t a b l e 
w a t e r . 

Root of the Problem 

I n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 1 9 8 0 s , 
t h e c o u n t r i e s s o u t h o f t h e S a h a r a 
h a v e b e e n i n t h e i r w o r s t e c o n o m i c 
d e c l i n e s i n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e 
c a u s e s a r e c o m p l e x , a n d i n v o l v e 
b o t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e n v i r o n 
m e n t a n d f a u l t y d o m e s t i c p o l i c i e s . 
Damaged Ecology. A l t h o u g h 
t r o p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t s c o v e r 16 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e A f r i c a n c o n t i n e n t , t h e 
d e s e r t s a n d s e m i - a r i d a r e a s ac
c o u n t f o r 4 0 p e r c e n t o f i t s t o t a l 

a r e a . B e c a u s e o f p r e d a t o r y l o g g i n g 
o p e r a t i o n s , t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
f o r e s t s t o r e c l a i m f a r m l a n d , t h e 
r a i n f o r e s t s a r e s h r i n k i n g s t e a d i l y , 
w i t h 6 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s t u r n i n g 
i n t o d e s e r t e v e r y y e a r . L a r g e a r e a s 
o f f o r e s t h a v e b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d 
i n t o s e m i - a r i d g r a s s l a n d , t h u s 
c h a n g i n g c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s o v e r 
a l a r g e a r e a . 

T h e s o u t h w a r d e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 
S a h a r a D e s e r t p o s e s a s e r i o u s 
e c o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m . F o r t h e p a s t 
5 0 y e a r s , t h e d e s e r t h a s b e e n e x 
p a n d i n g b y 6-7 k i l o m e t r e s a y e a r . 
A b o u t 4 1 0 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s o f 
a r a b l e l a n d h a v e b e e n e n g u l f e d b y 
t h e s p r e a d i n g s a n d s . T h e d e s e r t 
h a s t a k e n o v e r 7 5 0 m i l l i o n 
h e c t a r e s i n t h e S a h e l r e g i o n , t h e 
s c e n e o f t h e c o n t i n e n t ' s m o s t 
c a t a s t r o p h i c d r o u g h t s . 

I n d i s c r i m i n a t e l a n d r e c l a m a t i o n 
a n d t r e e f e l l i n g h a v e c a u s e d s o i l 

e r o s i o n a n d d a m a g e d v e g e t a t i o n . 
T h i s , c o u p l e d w i t h b a c k w a r d 
f a r m i n g m e t h o d s a n d s h o r t a g e s o f 
f e r t i l i z e r , h a s s t e a d i l y s h o r t e n e d 
t h e a m o u n t o f t i m e i n w h i c h 
f a r m e r s c a n l e t t h e i r l a n d l i e f a l 
l o w , p o s i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g l y g r a v e 
p r o b l e m o f d e c r e a s i n g f e r t i l i t y o f 
f a r m l a n d . T s e t s e f l y i n f e s t a t i o n 
h a s s e t u p i n s u p e r a b l e o b s t a c l e s t o 
t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f v a s t a r e a s 
w h e r e t h e s o i l i s f e r t i l e a n d r a i n 
f a l l i s a b u n d a n t , a n d h a m p e r e d 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l i v e s t o c k 
b r e e d i n g . R i n d e r p e s t , u n d e r c o n 
t r o l f o r m a n y y e a r s , r e c u r r e d i n 
W e s t A f r i c a i n 1 9 8 2 a n d t h e f i r s t 
h a l f o f 1 9 8 3 , l a t e r s p r e a d i n g t o 
C e n t r a l a n d E a s t A f r i c a . T h i s 
c a t t l e p l a g u e a d d e d t o A f r i c a ' s 
e c o n o m i c d i f f i c u l t i e s . T h e de
t e r i o r a t i n g e c o l o g y a n d d e c l i n i n g 
g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n w e r e t h e i m m e 
d i a t e c a u s e s o f t h e A f r i c a n f a m i n e . 

R e d u c e d Aid and Falling Exports. 
T h e A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e a d o p t 
e d v a r i o u s d e v e l o p m e n t s t r a t e g i e s 
a n d w o r k e d h a r d t o i n d u s t r i a l i z e 
s i n c e w i n n i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e . C e r 
t a i n a c h i e v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n 
m a d e , b u t t h e e v i l c o n s e q u e n c e s 
o f c o l o n i a l r u l e r e m a i n , a n d , 
u n d e r t h e c u r r e n t i n e q u i t a b l e i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c o r d e r , m o s t 
c o u n t r i e s s t i l l r e l y o n t h e i r s i n g l e -
p r o d u c t e c o n o m i e s . T h e c o u n t r i e s 
s o u t h o f t h e S a h a r a g e n e r a l l y e x 
p o r t o n l y o n e o r t w o a g r i c u l t u r a l 
o r m i n e r a l p r o d u c t s , a n d i m p o r t 
e x p e n s i v e m a n u f a c t u r e d g o o d s . 
F a r m p r o d u c e a n d m i n e r a l e x p o r t s 
a c c o u n t f o r 9 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r t o t a l 
e x p o r t v a l u e . I n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 s , 
b e c a u s e o f t h e e c o n o m i c r e c e s s i o n 
i n t h e W e s t , t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n 
t r i e s g e n e r a l l y a d o p t e d a u s t e r i t y 
p o l i c i e s a n d s t r e n g t h e n e d t r a d e 
p r o t e c t i o n i s m , t h u s w e a k e n i n g i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e . T h e r e s u l t i n g 
s h a r p d r o p i n t h e d e m a n d f o r r a w 
m a t e r i a l s a n d p l u m m e t i n g p r i c e s o f 
p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s h i t t h e A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s h a r d e s t . I n 1 9 8 2 , e a r n 
i n g s f r o m t h e e x p o r t o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c t s c o u l d b u y o n l y h a l f as 
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much manufactured goods and oil 
as four years ago. 

Meanwhile, due to their eco
nomic crises, the developed coun
tries sharply reduced their aid 
and loans to the African countries. 
For example, the International 
Development Association, which 
specializes in providing preferen
tial aid to low-income countries, 
was hit by lower donations from 
the developed world. In 1982, its 
lending dropped by 30 percent 
compared with 1980. Thus, the 
African countries have been forc
ed to borrow at increasingly harsh 
rates. Annual rates went up from 
4.4 percent in 1977 to 10.1 per
cent in 1981. The interest on 
loans issued by commercial banks 
rose from 6.7 percent to 14.2 per
cent during the same period. 

Faulty Domestic Policies. Among 
the many economic and social de
velopment strategies adopted by the 
African countries, none has paid 
adequate attention to agricultural 
development, especially grain pro
duction. In some nations, agricul
ture accounts for only 10 percent 
of the total investment in all 
sectors. Many have based their 
economies on cash crop exports, 
leading to stagnating grain pro
duction and low per-hectare yields. 
Other countries, although they 
emphasize the development of 
agriculture and grain production, 
have been unable to realize their 
goals due to a lack of funds and 
technology. 

Inappropriate policies also find 
expression in the prices of farm 
products. The swelling prices of 
industrial goods on the interna
tional market, along with infla
tion, have pushed up the cost of 
agricultural production. Purchase 
prices for agricultural products, 
however, have not gone up 
correspondingly. These policies 
greatly dampened farmers' enthu
siasm and, above all, hampered 

the development of grain produc
tion. Many farmers therefore left 
the land to become workers or 
merchants, and the tide of im
migration swarmed the region's 
cities. With overpopulation came 
rising unemployment which fur
ther aggravated already-strained 
food supplies. 
High Population Growth. Exces
sive population growth is an im
portant factor, if not the funda
mental reason, for the scarcity of 
grain in Africa. The continent's 
average annual population growth 
rate is the highest in the world, 
almost double the international 
average. From 1980-85, popula
tion growth south of the Sahara 
ran at 2.7 percent in West Africa, 
2.3 percent in Central Africa. 3 
percent in East Africa and 2.9 
percent in southern Africa. Since 
winning their independence, the 
African countries have made some 
progress in agricultural output 
but grain production deteriorat
ed. During the 1950s Africa 
achieved self-sufficiency in grain. 
By 1973, however, its rate of self-
sufficiency had declined to 90 per
cent. The figure at present is 
estimated at only 81 percent. 
Civil Wars and Refugees. A 
century ago colonialism carved 
up the African continent, leaving 

ancient tribes divided by national 
boundaries or throwing antagonis
tic tribes together in one country. 
With this came instability, the 
political bane of Africa. The 
uneven distribution of power and 
wealth and foreign interference 
have led to endless disputes; 
coups have been frequent, and 
civil wars widespread. Since the 
beginning of the 1950s, Africa has 
witnessed more than 50 successful 
coups and over 100 attempted 
takeovers. In the past five years, 
coups have occurred in 12 coun
tries south of the Sahara. Civil 
wars have continued for more 
than 20 years in Chad and Ethio
pia, while those in Angola, 
Mozambique, the Sudan and 
Somalia are also still in progress. 
Defence expenses now triple Afri
can countries' investment in 
agriculture. Because of border 
conflicts, national contradictions, 
military coups, racial discrimina
tion and natural calamities, Africa 
has more refugees than any other 
continent in the world. In 1980, 
the number topped 5 million, 50 
percent of the world's total. The 
refugees are distributed through 
more than 20 African countries. 
In recent years, the drought has 
further swelled their numbers. 

(To be continued.) 
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USA — Labor Day & Labor Movement 
A Chinese woman journalist, Wang Tsomin. visits New York City 

on labor day and learns some interesting things about the American 
labor movement. This is a chapter from her newly published book "The 
American Kaleidoscope — Society. Landscape and People." (See review 
on p., 33.) 

b y W a n g T s o m i n 

T H E f i r s t M o n d a y o f S e p t e m b e r 
is L a b o r D a y i n t h e U S , 

f a l l i n g o n S e p t e m b e r 5 i n 1 9 8 2 , 
w h i l e I a m i n N e w Y o r k C i t y . O n 
t h a t d a y 1 f i n d W e s t 4 2 n d S t r e e t , 
w h e r e 1 l i v e , t u r n e d i n t o s o m e t h i n g 
l i k e a c o u n t r y f a i r . M i l l i n g c r o w d s 
o f h o l i d a y - m a k e r s p i c k t h e i r w a y 
t h r o u g h a n e n d l e s s r o w o f s t r e e t 
s t a l l s . F o o d v e n d e r s s e l l , i n a d d i 
t i o n t o t h e o r d i n a r y r u n o f h o t 
d o g s a n d s o f t d r i n k s , s p e c i a l i t i e s 
l i k e b r o i l e d b e e f . B i g c h u n k s o f 
m e a t s i z z l e o n i r o n r a c k s o v e r 
c h a r c o a l f i r e s , t u r n i n g b r o w n , 
o o z i n g f a t a n d s m e l l i n g g o o d . 

M a n y o t h e r s s e l l a n a r r a y o f 
o r d i n a r y c l o t h i n g i n c l u d i n g b l u e 
j e a n s a n d r u b b e r - s o l e d c a n v a s 
s h o e s , s o m e s i m i l a r t o C h i n e s e 
t e n n i s s h o e s a n d o t h e r s w i t h 
t i l t e d t i p s a n d f a n c y p a t t e r n s o f 
w h i t e , r e d a n d b l u e b a n d s . T h e r e 
a r e a l s o s t a l l s s e l l i n g m i s c e l l a n e o u s 
t h i n g s , e v e n c u r i o s o r i m i t a t i o n 
a r t w o r k . T h e s c e n e r e m i n d s m e 
v i v i d l y o f t h e b a z a a r s t h r i v i n g a t 
B e i j i n g ' s L o n g f u T e m p l e a n d 
S h a n g h a i ' s T o w n G o d ' s T e m p l e 
h a l f a c e n t u r y a g o . I t i s d o u b l y 
s t r a n g e t o see a l l t h e s e n e a r m o d e r n 
T i m e s S q u a r e a n d t h e p l u s h 
R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r . 

A n u m b e r o f s t a l l s s e l l b o o k s . 
O n e o f t h e m s p e c i a l i z e s i n " r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y l i t e r a t u r e . " I f i n d t h e r e 
E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s o f m a n y 
w o r k s b y M a r x , E n g e l s , L e n i n a n d 
M a o Z e d o n g , i n c l u d i n g t h e w e l l -
k n o w n " l i t t l e r e d b o o k , " Quota
tions From Chairman Mao. P r i n t 

e d p o r t r a i t s a n d p h o t o g r a p h s o f 
M a r x , L e n i n a n d o t h e r r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y t e a c h e r s a r e p i n n e d t o t h e 
d r a p e r i e s , w i t h p r i c e t a g s . W h i l e 
I a m a t t e n t i v e l y l e a f i n g t h r o u g h 
s o m e v o l u m e s , t h e s t a l l k e e p e r 
l e a n s f o r w a r d a n d a s k s : " A r e y o u 
f r o m t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f 
C h i n a ? " I n o d . H e a s k s f u r t h e r , 
" W h y a r e n ' t y o u s e l l i n g M a o ' s 
q u o t a t i o n s a n y m o r e ? " H e f o l l o w s 
t h i s u p w i t h m o r e q u e s t i o n s a b o u t 
C h i n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
S i n o - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s , i n a w a y 
t h a t c a n h a r d l y c o n c e a l h i s 
d i s a p p r o v a l . 

N o d o u b t h e i s a l e f t i s t . T h e 
e n c o u n t e r r e m i n d s m e o f a c o m 
m e n t m a d e b y a C h i n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
f r i e n d o n t h e A m e r i c a n L e f t . 
T h e r e i s a s a y i n g i n C h i n a : " f o u r -
w a y d i v i s i o n a n d f i v e - w a y d i s i n t e 
g r a t i o n " t o d e s c r i b e g r a v e d i s u n i t y . 
M y f r i e n d s a i d s o r r o w f u l l y t h a t 
t h e p h r a s e c a n l i t e r a l l y a p p l y t o 

m a j o r A m e r i c a n l e f t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i f y o u c h a n g e " f o u r " t o " t h r e e " 
a n d " f i v e " t o " f o u r . " T h e t h r e e -
w a y d i v i s i o n m e a n s t h e m u t u a l 
e s t r a n g e m e n t o f t h e o l d U S 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y w h i c h i s p r o -
S o v i e t , t h e P r o g r e s s i v e L a b o r 
P a r t y w h i c h r e g a r d s n o o n e b u t 
i t s o w n m e m b e r s as g e n u i n e l y 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a n d s o c i a l i s t , a n d 
t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y , w h i c h u s e d t o b e p r o -
C h i n e s e . T h e t h r e e - w a y d i v i s i o n 
b e c a m e a i o u r - w a y r i f t w h e n t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
s p l i t a f t e r t h e o v e r t h r o w o f t h e 
G a n g o f F o u r i n C h i n a . T h o s e 
f o r t h e o v e r t h r o w q u i t a n d f o r m e d 
a n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i l e t h o s e 
a g a i n s t r e m a i n e d . T h i s i s a v e r y 
b r o a d g e n e r a l i z a t i o n , m y f r i e n d 
s t r e s s e d , a n d t h e w h o l e s i t u a t i o n 
i s v e r y c o m p l e x . 

T h e b o o k - s e l l e r s o u n d s l i k e o n e 
w h o h a s r e m a i n e d , b e c a u s e h e ap 
p a r e n t l y e s t e e m s t h e " l i t t l e r e d 
b o o k , " a h a l l m a r k o f t h e " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n " w h i c h s u p p o r t e r s o f 
t h e G a n g o f F o u r s t i l l h a n k e r 
a f t e r . T h e b o o k h a s f a l l e n o u t o f 
u s e i n C h i n a . W e h a v e d i s c a r d e d 

May Day origins: Explosion at Haymorket meeting (1886) in Chicago 
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i t b e c a u s e , q u o t i n g M a o o u t o f 
c o n t e x t , i t h a s p r o v e d t o b e a n 
i n s t r u m e n t o f d o g m a t i s m . 

N o n e t h e l e s s I f e e l g r a t e f u l t o t h e 
b o o k - s e l l e r f o r h i s i n t e r e s t i n C h i n a 
a n d I d o n ' t b l a m e h i m a t a l l f o r 
h i s i g n o r a n c e o f t h e r e a l f a c t s o f 
l i f e i n a f a r a w a y c o u n t r y . N o . 1 
d o n ' t b l a m e h i m . I n s t e a d , I h a v e 
m i s g i v i n g a b o u t h i s s a f e t y f o r h i s 
r a d i c a l v i e w s . I h a v e i n m y h a n d 
a t a b l o i d b o u g h t a f e w m i n u t e s 
e a r l i e r f o r 2 5 c e n t s w h i c h c o n t a i n s 
a r e p o r t o n h o w t h u g s h a v e s m a s h 
e d a s t o r e s e l l i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
b o o k s . H o o l i g a n s a n d t h e i r b e 
h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s b o s s e s d o n ' t c a r e 
w h i c h f a c t i o n y o u b e l o n g t o i f y o u 
a r e a g a i n s t t h e E s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

I t h i n k o f c i t i n g m y p e r s o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u 
t i o n " b y w a y o f e x p l a n a t i o n t o t h e 
b o o k - s e l l e r . B u t a b u s t l i n g m a r k e t 
is c e r t a i n l y n o p l a c e f o r a s e r i o u s 
p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n . 1 c a n o n l y 
s m i l e t o h i m a n d w a l k o n t o t h e 
n e x t s t a l l . 

T h e r e a w o m a n , c l a d i n a b r i g h t 
r e d s h i r t w a i s t a n d b e a m i n g w i t h 
s m i l e s , c o m e s u p a n d g i v e s m e a 
l e a f l e t . " V o t e f o r m e , p l e a s e , " s h e 
s a y s a n d h u r r i e s a w a y . T h e l e a f 
l e t , s l i g h t l y l a r g e r t h a n a p o s t c a r d , 
s h o w s h e r p i c t u r e w i t h t h e w o r d s 
" F R A N S C L A F A N l f o r A t t o r n e y 
G e n e r a l . " O n t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e 
a r e h e r b i o g r a p h i c a l n o t e s a n d t h e 
k i n d o f c a t c h - p h r a s e s w e i n C h i n a 
w o u l d see o n l y i n c o m m e r c i a l 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
" N e w Y o r k S t a t e n e e d s F r a n 
S c l a f a n i " a n d " F r a n S c l a f a n i w i l l 
b e a n A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l t h a t N e w 
Y o r k e r s c a n b e p r o u d o f — f o r 
s h e w i l l t r u l y s e r v e A L L O F T H E 
P E O P L E . " 1 g u e s s a l l p o l i t i c i a n s 
r u n n i n g f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e i n t h e 
c o m i n g N o v e m b e r m i d - t e r m e l e c 
t i o n a r e o u t t o d a y e l e c t i o n e e r i n g 
i n t h e c r o w d s . 

I m o v e t h r o u g h f o u r c r o w d e d 
b l o c k s a n d g e t t o E i g h t h A v e n u e , 
w h i c h l o o k s e v e n m o r e f e s t i v e . 
T h e r e a r e m a k e s h i f t s t a g e s o n 
p l a t f o r m t r u c k s w h e r e p e o p l e b e a t 

d r u m s , b l o w t r u m p e t s , p l a y 
m u s i c , s i n g b e h i n d m i c r o p h o n e s , 
p l a y r o c k a n d r o l l , o r t w i s t a n d 
g r i m a c e l i k e c i r c u s c l o w n s . 
S p e c t a t o r s o f t e n j o i n i n t h e s p r e e , 
r o c k - n - r o l l i n g " l i k e m a d " t o m y 
C h i n e s e e y e s . 

J w a l k o n t o F i f t h A v e n u e . T h i s 
t h o r o u g h f a r e r u n n i n g t h r o u g h t h e 
m i d d l e o f M a n h a t t a n i s t h e eas t -
w e s t d i v i d i n g l i n e . I t i s t h e 
e q u i v a l e n t o f W a n g f u j i n g i n 
B e i j i n g a n d N a n k i n g R o a d i n 
S h a n g h a i , a n d a t 4 2 n d S t r e e t i t ' s a 
c o m m e r c i a l c e n t r e m u c h m o r e 
g a r i s h t h a n i t s C h i n e s e c o u n t e r 
p a r t s . T h e L a b o r D a y p a r a d e 
p r o c e e d s o n F i f t h A v e n u e f r o m 
2 6 t h t o 5 2 n d S t r e e t . N e w s p a p e r s 
h a v e p r e d i c t e d a t u r n o u t o f 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 m a r c h e r s a n d 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
s p e c t a t o r s . T h e r e w i l l b e " h o b o s " 
s e l l i n g a p p l e s a l o n g t h e l i n e o f 
m a r c h ( r e m i n d e r s o f t h e u n e m 
p l o y e d w o r k e r s w h o t r i e d t o m a k e 
a l i v i n g t h a t w a y d u r i n g t h e 
G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n ) , f o r t h e t h e m e 
t h i s y e a r is " u n e m p l o y m e n t . " 
T h e r e w i l l b e m o r e t h a n 1 5 0 b a n d s 
a n d 1 2 5 f l o a t s i n t h e p a r a d e . 

Unseemly Origins 
H a v i n g w a t c h e d t h e f a n f a r e , 1 

c a n n o t h e l p a s k i n g a n A m e r i c a n 
f r i e n d , a v e t e r a n t r a d e u n i o n i s t , 
h o w t h e U S L a b o r D a y o r i g i n a t e d 
a n d w h y i t h a s e v o l v e d i n t o t h i s 
s o r t o f m e r r y - g o - a r o u n d . F o r u s 
C h i n e s e a n d m o s t p e o p l e o f t h e 
w o r l d , M a y 1 i s l a b o r d a y , a m i l i 
t a n t d a y o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s s o l i 
d a r i t y . A n d i t i s w i d e l y k n o w n 
t h a t M a y D a y ' s o r i g i n g o e s b a c k 
t o t h e A m e r i c a n w o r k e r s ' d e 
m o n s t r a t i o n f o r a n e i g h t - h o u r 
w o r k d a y i n C h i c a g o i n 1 8 8 6 a n d 
t h e g e n e r a l s t r i k e s t a g e d i n o t h e r 
p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h e f r i e n d , w h o h a s f o r y e a r s 
w o r k e d i n m e a t - p a c k i n g u n i o n s , 
g i v e s m e a b o o k c a l l e d Haymarket 
Revisited*. Y o u w i l l f i n d t h e 

a n s w e r t h e r e , h e s a y s . H e r e a r e 
a f e w p a s s a g e s : 

I n 1 8 9 4 . G r o v e r C l e v e l a n d 

A glimpse at the present: Interview
ing administrators of a public 

housing project at Los Angeles 

[ t h e 2 4 t h U S P r e s i d e n t ] s u d 
d e n l y a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e f i r s t 
M o n d a y i n S e p t e m b e r w o u l d b e 
L a b o u r D a y i n A m e r i c a , a n d h e 
s i g n e d a b i l l t o m a k e t h i s a n a 
t i o n a l h o l i d a y . P e t e r M c Q u i r e 
[ a t r a d e u n i o n l e a d e r ] a n d o t h e r 
t r a d e u n i o n s h a d b e e n l o b b y i n g 
f o r t h i s b i l l s i n c e 1 8 8 2 , a n d 
n o w , p e r h a p s a s a w a y o f c a l m 
i n g t h e A m e r i c a n l a b o u r m o v e 
m e n t ' s e n t h u s i a s m f o r M a y 
D a y , C l e v e l a n d g a v e i n t o t h e 
S e p t e m b e r d a t e . B e g i n n i n g i n 
t h e 1 9 5 0 s , t h e A m e r i c a n B a r 
A s s o c i a t i o n s o u g h t t o h a v e M a y 
D a y r e f e r r e d t o as " L a w D a y " 
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

T o d a y o n l y C a n a d a a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s u s e t h e S e p t e m 
b e r d a t e , w h i l e t h e r e s t o f t h e 
w o r l d u s e s M a y D a y as t h e 
w o r k e r s ' d a y . T h e F r e n c h 
C a n a d i a n s h a v e r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t 
t h e S e p t e m b e r d a y i n t h e l a s t 
f e w y e a r s a n d h a v e b e g u n t o u s e 
M a y D a y . I n r e c e n t y e a r s i t h a s 
b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i d e n t 
t h a t t h e S e p t e m b e r d a t e i s n o t 
a p u r e l y u n i o n w o r k e r s ' d a y , 
b u t a l s o a h o l i d a y f o r b u s i n e s s 
m e n , b a n k e r s , l a w y e r s , a n d 
s t o c k b r o k e r s . 

' H a y m a r k e t Revisited by Will iam 
Adeiman, Published by Illinois La
bour History Society, Chicago, 1976. 
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The following sequence of 
events will further clarify the 
question: 

— May 1, 1886: "Eight-Hour 
Day Movement" began as workers 
in Chicago marched up Michigan 
Avenue while 340,000 laid down 
their tools across the country. 

— May 4: "Haymarket Mas
sacre" occurred in Chicago when 
police^Jttacked workers. Four died 
and d ^ e n s were wounded. 

— 1889: A delegate of the 
American Federation of Labor to 
the International Labor Congress 
in Paris asked that May Day be 
adopted as an International Labor 
Day. Workers would march on 
this date for the eight-hour day, 
for democracy and the right of 
workers to organize. This day 
would also be a memorial to the 
"Martyrs of Chicago." 

— 1892: At an international 
socialist conference in Geneva, a 
delegate from the American 
Knights of Labor made a similar 
resolution and it was adopted. 
Founded in 1869, the Knights of 
Labor was a fast-growing and 
powerful union at the time, draw
ing no color lines. 

— 1894: President Cleveland 
made the first Monday of Septem
ber Labor Day and a national 
holiday. 

The whys and wherefores are 
clearer in retrospect. We have a 
saying in China — tou Hang huan 
zhu, "stealing away with the 
beam and pillar to topple the 
house." It might well be used as 
the heading of the story. If May 
Day, which American workers had 
shed their blood to establish, is 
eventually proclaimed "Law Day," 
as the American Bar Association 
wishes, the ingeniously-devised 
metamorphosis will be complete. 
And three cheers for the Establish
ment! 

American labour has had a 
glorious and militant tradition. 
But unionists I have met admit 

that the movement is getting 
weaker. Why? I sought enlighten
ment from Professor Philip 
Foner, a progressive historian I 
met in China and again in Maine. 
He made the following points: 

P r e s e n t Labor M o v e m e n t 
First, many giant American cor

porations are transnationals with 
subsidiaries in Europe and Third 
World countries. They transfer 
capital to places where labor is 
cheap, to reduce costs. A sizeable 
proportion of what they produce 
overseas is then shipped back to 
the American market. In the 
process they have closed many 
plants in the country and deprived 
a lot of workers of their jobs. 

Second, traditional industrial 
areas in the northeastern and mid-
western states are losing their 
dominance to the southern and 
western states (often called the 
Sun Belt). Unions are stronger in 
the old industrial bases but weak 
or non-existent in the south. 

Third, the heavily unionized 
steel and auto industries are in 
serious trouble. An important 
reason is the stiff competition 
from Japan and Federal Germany 
where equipment has been updat
ed in the postwar years. America 
is technologically capable of 
restructuring the industries, but 
many profit-minded capitalists 
resist that. 

Fourth, the use of robots is in
creasing in the mills. They work 
24 hours a day, do not organize 
and never strike. And robotics is 
fast reaching out into new fields. 

Fifth, the numbers of workers 
in strongly unionized basic in
dust r ies— steel, auto and rubber 
for instance — are decreasing 
while the much less unionized 
service industries have been 
expanding fast. Union member
ship in retail trades — shops, 
supermarkets, fast-food in
dustries, etc. — constitutes only 
7 percent of the total workforce 

compared with 45 percent of the 
total in steel, auto and other basic 
industries. Increasing employ
ment by service industries coupled 
with decline of basic industries 
means a falling percentage of 
union members in the overall work 
force. 

Sixth, more and more illegal 
immigrants are entering the labor 
market. They are paid far less 
than the $3.25-per-hour minimum 
wage prescribed by the US govern
ment and will accept the heaviest 
and dirtiest jobs. Union member
ship is out of the question for 
these people who are always wary 
of deportation. 

Seventh, employers have new 
means to sabotage unionization. In 
the past, they hired thugs and hoo
ligans to prevent workers from 
organizing by brute force. Now a 
new business called "management 
consultancy" has appeared and is 
booming. College-educated "spe
cialists" and "psychologists" make 
intensive studies to devise union-
busting tactics. 

Back in my hotel after watching 
the celebrations, which are ironi
cally gay against the background 
of a recession-mired economy and 
10-percent unemployment, I read 
in the day's New York Times a 
lengthy analysis entitled "Frustrat
ed and \Mary Labor Marks Its 
Day." The article says: "Their 
[the union leaders'] anxieties are 
fed by the proliferation in recent 
years of management consultants 
specializing in sophisticated meth
ods to persuade workers there is 
nothing a union can do for them 
that the boss is not doing better. 
These services have revived, on 
this centennial of Labour Day, an 
age-old anxiety in the minds of 
many top unionists about whether 
the bulk of the nation's business
men are reconciled to the existence 
of unions and want them to sur
vive at all." The article also 

(Continued on p. 34.) 
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Teenage Olympic Hopefuls Flex Muscles 
by LIU BIN 
(Our Correspondent) 

T H E F i r s t N a t i o n a l j u n i o r 
G a m e s , h e l d i n Z h e n g z h o u . 

c a p i t a l o f c e n t r a l C h i n a ' s H e n a n 
P r o v i n c e , f r o m O c t o b e r 6 t o 1 8 . 
s h o w e d o f f a g a t h e r i n g o f p r o m i s 
i n g t e e n a g e s t a r s w h o c o u l d b e 
c o m e t o m o r r o w ' s O l y m p i c g o l d 
m e d a l w i n n e r s . 

Z h o n g S h i t o n g , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
A l l - C h i n a A t h l e t i c F e d e r a t i o n a n d 
t h e C h i n a O l y m p i c C o m m i t t e e , 
r e m a r k e d a t t h e g a m e s t h a t C h i n a 
h o p e d t o b e a m a j o r s p o r t s p o w e r 
b y t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . S o t h e f o u r 
O l y m p i c G a m e s i n t h e r e m a i n i n g 
1 5 y e a r s s h o u l d o f f e r t o d a y ' s 
t e e n a g e r s g o o d i n c e n t i v e t o a s s e r t 
t h e m s e l v e s . 

A Myriad of Talent 
T h e g a m e s s a w i n t e n s e c o m p e t i 

t i o n i n a l l 1 7 e v e n t s i n c l u d i n g 
f o o t b a l l , b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , 
t r a c k a n d f i e l d , f e n c i n g a n d g y m 
n a s t i c s . W e i g h t - l i f t i n g , w r e s t l i n g 
a n d j u d o w e r e a l s o p e r f o r m e d , a s 
w e l l a s c y c l i n g , s h o o t i n g , a r c h e r y , 
s w i m m i n g , d i v i n g , r o w i n g , c a n o e 
i n g , a n d y a c h t i n g . 

I n t h e t r a c k a n d f i e l d e v e n t , 1 8 -
y e a r - o l d ( i n L i n g , a f e m a l e h i g h 
j u m p e r f r o m L i a o n i n g P r o v i n c e , 
c l e a r e d 1 . 8 2 m w i t h a p o w e r f u l a p 
p r o a c h a n d a s t r o n g t a k e - o f f f o r 
a p r e l i m i n a r y h e a t . H e r t e a m m a t e 
C a o Z h o n g p i n g c l e a r e d 1 . 8 5 m i n 
M a y . b u t f a i l e d t o l i v e u p t o e x 
p e c t a t i o n s b e c a u s e s h e w a s d e f a u l t 
e d f o r a r m t w i s t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
s h e h a d a l r e a d y p r o v e d h e r s e l f t o 
b e p r o m i s i n g , a g i r l t o w a t c h i n 
t h e n e x t f e w y e a r s . 

I n t h e m e n ' s h i g h j u m p e v e n t . 
B e i j i n g ' s h i g h j u m p e r N i T a o . 1 5 -
y e a r - o l d s o n o f N i Z h i q i n . t h e 
w o r l d h i g h j u m p i n g c h a m p i o n i n 
t h e 1 9 7 0 s , w o n m u c h a c c l a i m f r o m 
t h e a u d i e n c e a n d j u d g e s . H e h a d 

p r e v i o u s l y c l e a r e d 2 . 1 0 m i n S e p 
t e m b e r , b u t f a i l e d t o m e e t h i s r e 
c o r d t h i s t i n i e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , h e 
i s b e l i e v e d l o h a v e g r e a t p o t e n t i a l . 

H e b e i P r o v i n c e ' s 1 9 - y e a r - o l d 
Y a n g Y a n q i n s h o w e d h e r s p e c i a l t y 
i n c o - o r d i n a t e d m o v e m e n t s a n d 
b o u n c e i n s h o t - p u t t i n g . S h e h a d a l 
r e a d y b r o k e n t h e w o r l d ' s r e c o r d 
a t t h e 1 9 8 2 W o r l d M i d d l e S c h o o l 
S t u d e n t s G a m e s w i t h a t h r o w o f 
1 7 . 3 5 m . T h i s t i m e s h e b r o k e h e r 

o w n r e c o r d b y d i s t a n c i n g a n o t h e r 
0 . 1 5 m , r a i s i n g h e r s c o r e t o 1 7 . 5 0 m . 

C h i n a ' s g y m n a s t i c t e a m i s a c 
c l a i m e d t o b e a m o n g t h e b e s t i n 
t h e w o r l d , e s p e c i a l l y t h e r n e n ' s . 
a n d m a n y w o r l d g y m n a s t i c e x p e r t s 
h a v e k e p t a w a t c h f u l e y e o n 
C h i n a ' s r e s e r v e o f g y m n a s t s . A t t h e 
Z h e n g z h o u g a m e s , g y m n a s t s m a d e 
u p t h e y o u n g e s t g r o u p o f a t h l e t e s , 
w i t h t h e o l d e s t b e i n g o n l y 1 6 y e a r s 
o l d , w h i l e t h e y o u n g e s t w a s 1 0 . 
T h e y a r e e x t r e m e l y w e l l a c c o m p 
l i s h e d i n b a s i c s k i l l s a n d p h y s i c a l 
a g i l i t y . S o m e c o u l d e v e n p e r f o r m 
w h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a r e b e l i e v e d 
t o b e t h e m o s t i n t r i c a t e a n d d i f f i 
c u l t m o v e m e n t s , s u c h a s d o u b l e 
l a y o u t s , b a c k w a r d s o m e r s a u l t s a n d 
b a c k w a r d f l i p s w i t h t h r e e t u r n s 
b e f o r e h i t t i n g t h e f l o o r . 

C h i n a ' s f o o t b a l l t e a m h a d s u f 
f e r e d m a j o r s e t b a c k s a t s e v e r a l 
p r e l i m i n a r i e s a t t h e w o r l d ' s 
m a j o r g a m e s i n r e c e n t y e a r s . B u t 
t h e Z h e n g z h o u ' s c o m p e t i t i o n s r e 
k i n d l e d h o p e f o r a g o o d s w i f t k i c k 
a t t h e w o r l d s o c c e r f i e l d i n t h e 
f u t u r e . T h e m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 s o c c e r 
p l a y e r s a v e r a g e d 1 8 y e a r s o l d a n d 
1 . 7 7 m t a l l , m u c h t a l l e r t h a n t h e i r 
a d u l t c o u n t e r p a r t s , a n d a b o u t 3 0 
p l a y e r s w e r e t a l l e r t h a n 1 . 8 0 m . 

C h i n a ' s b a s k e t b a l l p l a y e r s s h o w 
e d u p b y t h e s c o r e s a t t h e Z h e n g 
z h o u g a m e s . I n t h e 1 6 t e a m s t h a t 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e c o n t e s t s , 4 2 
g i r l s w e r e t a l l e r t h a n 1 . 8 0 m a n d 
t w o e v e n t a l l e r t h a n 2 m . S i x t y -
f o u r b o y s w e r e t a l l e r t h a n 1 . 9 0 m , 

w i t h n i n e t a l l e r t h a n 2 m — a r e a l 
b o o s t i n p l a y i n g a g a i n s t i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l t e a m s . M a n y o f t h e y o u n g 
d r i b b l e r s p o s s e s s t h e s p e e d a n d 
d e x t e r i t y n e e d e d t o t a k e t h e m t o 
t h e t o p . 

W e i g h t l i f t e r s a l s o c a r r i e d ' t h e i r 
o w n t h i s t i m e a r o u n d . G u a n g 
d o n g ' s 1 8 - y e a r - o l d H e Z h i i b q i a n g 
i n t h e 4 8 k g g r o u p d e f e a t e d Z e n g 
G u o q i a n g , t h e c h a m p i o n a t t h e 
2 3 r d O l y m p i c G a m e s , w i t h a t h r e e -
l i f t t o t a l l i n g 2 3 5 k g . G u a n g -
x i ' s H u a n g X i l i a n g c h a l k e d 
u p t h e n a t i o n a l y o u t h r e c o r d i n t h e 
f i r s t m a t c h o f t h e 5 0 k g g r o u p . 
T h o u g h f a i l i n g t o r e a c h t h e w o r l d 
r e c o r d , h e t i e d w i t h t h i s y e a r ' s 
t h i r d - r a n k e d w o r l d w e i g h t - l i f t i n g 
c h a m p i o n i n t h e t h r e e - l i f t t o t a l . I n 
t h e 6 0 k g g r o u p , S h a n d o n g ' s W e i 
Q i n g s h a n l i f t e d 1 2 5 k g i n a 
s n a t c h a n d G u a n g d o n g ' s H e 
X i n g h u i c l e a r e d 2 6 0 k g i n 
t h r e e - l i f t t o t a l . T h e s e y o u n g 
w e i g h t l i f t e r s h a v e h a d t o m a t u r e 
t o f i l l t h e v o i d l e f t b y C h e n W e i -
q i a n g , w h o r e t i r e d a f t e r w i n n i n g 
l a s t y e a r ' s O l y m p i c c h a m p i o n . 
L i a o n i n g ' s w e i g h t l i f t e r . Y a n g B o . 
c h a l k e d u p t h e n a t i o n a l 1 0 0 k g -
c l a s s r e c o r d b y p u m p i n g u p 
1 5 7 . 5 k g . 

A t t h e s h o o t i n g r a n g e , ) i n Y i n g , 
a 1 5 - y e a r - o l d s h o o t i n g g i r l f r o m 
S h a n g h a i , s c o r e d 5 8 9 p o i n t s w i t h i n 
6 0 r o u n d s i n p i s t o l s h o o t i n g , b l a s t 
i n g a w a y t h e w o r l d j u v e n i l e r e c o r d 
b y 3 p o i n t s . C h a m p i o n s i n o t h e r 
s h o o t i n g e v e n t s m o s t l y e q u a l l e d t h e 
r e c o r d s o f t h e t o p s i x O l y m p i c 
s h o o t e r s . 

Training Superstars 
M o r e t h a n 8 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e a t h 

l e t e s a t t h e r e c e n t g a m e s w e r e 
c o a c h e d a t s p a r e - t i m e a t h l e t i c 
t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s . 

C h i n a ' s f i r s t s u c h a t h l e t i c t r a i n 
i n g s c h o o l w a s s e t u p i n 1 9 5 5 . T o 
d a y t h e r e a r e 2 , 9 6 8 s u c h s c h o o l s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , w i t h m o r e 
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Beijing volleyboll team smasher, Yoo Hong (the girl jumping to attack on the left), is the tallest at 1.89m. 
The People's Liberation Army team (in black) averages 18.9 years old and 1.95m toll. 

t h a n 2 3 0 , 0 0 0 s t u d e n t s t r a i n e d b y 
1 5 , 0 0 0 c o a c h e s . 

G u a n g d o n g ' s t e a m c a r r i e d a w a y 
4 0 g o l d m e d a l s a t t h e Z h e n g z h o u 
g a m e s . T h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e P r o 
v i n c i a l P h y s i c a l C u l t u r e a n d S p o r t s 
C o m m i s s i o n s a i d a n i m p o r t a n t 
r e a s o n f o r t h e s u c c e s s w a s t h e e x 
i s t e n c e o f a p r o v i n c i a l t r a i n i n g 
n e t w o r k f o r t e e n a g e r s t o t u r n t o 
i n t h e i r s p a r e t i m e . P h y s i c a l t r a i n 
i n g a t r e g u l a r a n d p a r t - t i m e s p o r t s 
s c h o o l s h a s a p y r a m i d - l i k e t r a i n i n g 
s y s t e m t h a t t u r n s o u t o n e g r o u p o f 
t a l e n t e d t e e n a g e r s a f t e r a n o t h e r . 

T o e n a b l e c h i l d r e n t o d e v e l o p 
m o r a l l y , i n t e l l e c t u a l l y a n d p h y s i c a l 
l y , e d u c a t i o n a l o f f i c i a l s h a v e d e 
c i d e d t h a t s t u d e n t s c a n a t t e n d 
a t h l e t i c s c h o o l s o n l y a f t e r t h e y 
h a v e f i n i s h e d t h e i r p r i m a r y a n d 
j u n i o r m i d d l e s c h o o l c o u r s e s . S t u 
d e n t s w h o a t t e n d t h e s e p a r t - t i m e 
s p o r t s s c h o o l s h a v e s e v e n t o e i g h t 
h o u r s o f c o a c h i n g e a c h w e e k . 

M a n y o f t h e s e s c h o o l s h a v e d e 
v e l o p e d t h e i r o w n s t y l e s . D a l i a n 
i s k n o w n f o r i t s f o o t b a l l t r a i n i n g ; 
S i c h u a n f o r i t s t a b l e t e n n i s : 
G u a n g d o n g f o r i t s w e i g h t - l i f t i n g , 

s w i m m i n g a n d d i v i n g ; G u a n g x i f o r 

i t s g y m n a s t i c s a n d F u j i a n f o r i t s 
t r a c k a n d f i e l d s p o r t s . 

Scientific Training 
I n t h e p a s t , t r a d i t i o n a l t r a i n i n g 

t e c h n i q u e s w e r e a p p l i e d b y m a n y 
c o a c h e s . H o w e v e r , m a n y o f t h e i r 
y o u n g p r o t e g e s ' s p o r t s l i v e s w e r e 
s h o r t e n e d b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e p u s h 
e d t o o h a r d a t a y o u n g a g e . M o r e 
r e c e n t l y c o a c h e s h a v e b e g u n t o 
r e a l i z e t h a t s u c c e s s f u l a t h e l e t i c 
t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e s s c i e n t i f i c t e c h 
n i q u e s . 

T h e S h a n g h a i P h y s i c a l C u l t u r e 
R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e h a s a c c u m u l a t e d 
v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e s c i e n 
t i f i c s e l e c t i o n o f p o t e n t i a l s u p e r 
s t a r s . I t s d e p u t y d i r e c t o r , Z e n g 
F a n h u i , s a i d t h a t i n t h e p a s t w h e n 
t h e y s e l e c t e d t r a c k a n d f i e l d a t h 
l e t e s t h e y o n l y c o n s i d e r e d t h e i r 
s c o r e s a n d b a s i c s k i l l s . A s a r e s u l t , 
m a n y a t h l e t e s p r o g r e s s e d a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g , b u t w e n t j u s t a s q u i c k l y 
d o w n h i l l . N o w t h e y s e l e c t p o t e n 
t i a l s t a r s w i t h g o o d p h y s i c a l 
b u i l d s , s t a b l e n e r v o u s s y s t e m a n d 
s t r o n g b o n e s t r u c t u r e s . T h e r e s u l t 
p r o v e s s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

N i Z h i q i n i s o n e c o a c h w h o u s e d 
t h e s e s c i e n t i f i c * t e c h n i q u e s o n h i s 

o w n s o n , N i T a o . W h e n h e d i s c o v 
e r e d h i s 5 - y e a r - o l d s o n w a s i n t e r 
e s t e d i n h i g h j u m p , h e t o o k h i m 
t o t h e p l a y g r o u n d t o f a m i l i a r i z e 
h i m w i t h a l l t r a c k a n d f i e l d e v e n t s . 
H e c o a c h e d h i s s o n i n t h e b a s i c 
t r a c k a n d f i e l d s k i l l s f o r e i g h t 
y e a r s a n d h i s s o n r a p i d l y p r o g r e s s 
e d i n r u n n i n g , b r o a d j u m p i n g a n d 
h i g h j u m p i n g . H e n e v e r p u s h e d 
h i s s o n s o h a r d t h a t h e b e c a m e 
p h y s i c a l l y e x h a u s t e d , a n d t a u g h t 
h i s s o n s p o r t s p s y c h o l o g y t o o u t 
w i t h i s o p p o n e n t s a n d n e v e r l o s e 
c o m p l e t e c o n c e n t r a t i o n . H i s g u i d 
a n c e p r o v e d f r u i t f u l . N i T a o c l e a r 
e d 1 . 7 0 m i n 1 9 8 3 , 1 . 9 0 m i n 1 9 8 4 
a n d 2 . 0 5 m i n t h e h i g h j u m p a t t h e 
Z h e n g z h o u g a m e s ' p r e l i m i n a r i e s i n 
l u n e . T h r e e m o n t h s l a t e r , h e 
c l e a r e d 2 . 1 0 m , o v e r s h a d o w i n g t h e 
w o r l d h i g h j u m p c h a m p i o n , Z h u 
f i a n h u a , w h e n h e w a s a t t h e s a m e 
a g e . 

C h i n a s e t u p i t s f i r s t p h y s i c a l 
c u l t u r e r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e i n 1 9 5 8 . 
I t n o w h a s 2 7 s u c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
s t a f f e d w i t h m o r e t h a n 5 0 0 s c i e n t 
i s t s . I n t h e p a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s , t h e y 
h a v e a c h i e v e d g o o d r e s u l t s i n m o r e 
t h a n 1 0 0 r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s , p a v i n g 
t h e w a y f o r t o m o r r o w ' s s p o r t s 
g r e a t s . • 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

Fighting for Consumer Rights 

from "LIAOWANG" 
(Outlook Weekly) 

I N 1 9 8 1 , a G u a n g z h o u w o m a n 
b o u g h t a " F i v e R a m s " b r a n d 

w r i s t w a t c h f r o m t h e G u a n g z h o u 
F o r e i g n T r a d e C e n t r a l M a r k e t . 
T w o m o n t h s l a t e r t h a t w a t c h s t o p 
p e d w o r k i n g . W h e n s h e t r i e d t o 
r e t u r n t h e w a t c h t o t h e d e a l e r , 
s h e w a s t o l d t h e b r o k e n w a t c h w a s 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e G u a n g 
z h o u L i g h t I n d u s t r i a l P r o d u c t s 
I m p o r t a n d E x p o r t C o r p o r a t i o n . 
H o w e v e r , w h e n s h e p r e s e n t e d h e r 
w a t c h t o G u a n g z h o u L i g h t , t h e 
w o m a n w a s t o l d t h e b r o k e n 
w a t c h w a s n o t t h e i r p r o b l e m , b u t 
t h a t o f t h e G u a n g z h o u W r i s t w a t c h 
P l a n t . 

F o r t h r e e a n d a h a l f y e a r s , t h e s e 
t h r e e u n i t s t o l d t h e f r u s t r a t e d c o n 
s u m e r t h a t h e r d e f e c t i v e p u r c h a s e 
w a s s o m e o n e e l s e ' s p r o b l e m . A f 
t e r t h e s e y e a r s , s h e w a s r e a d y t o 
g i v e u p t r y i n g t o g e t e i t h e r h e r 
m o n e y b a c k o r a n e w w a t c h . I n 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 4 , h o w e v e r , a s a 
l a s t d i t c h e f f o r t , t h e w o m a n w e n t 
t o t h e n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d G u a n g 
z h o u C o n s u m e r s ' C o m m i s s i o n a n d 
p l e a d e d h e r c a s e . A f e w w e e k s 
l a t e r , s h e h a d a n e w w a t c h . 

T h e C h i n a C o n s u m e r C o m m i s 
s i o n , w i t h b r a n c h e s i n m a j o r 
c i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , w a s 
s e t u p i n 1 9 8 4 a s a v e h i c l e f o r p r o 
m o t i n g a n d p r o t e c t i n g c o n s u m e r 
r i g h t s . L i Y a n s h o u , d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n , s a i d i n h e l p i n g c o n 
s u m e r s , t h e a s s o c i a t i o n i s a l s o 
h e l p i n g m a n u f a c t u r e r s . 

" P r o d u c e r s , t r a d e r s a n d c o n s u 
m e r s a l l h a v e c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s — 
g o o d p r o d u c t s , " L i s a i d . " I t i s 
t h e j o b o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n t o e n 
s u r e a s t a n d a r d o f q u a l i t y . " L i 
s a i d e v a l u a t i n g c o n s u m e r c o m 

p l a i n t s w a s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f 
t h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s t a s k . A f t e r a 
c o m p l a i n t i s l o d g e d , h e s a i d , t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i l l i n v e s t i g a t e t h e a l 
l e g a t i o n s a n d , b a s e d o n i t s f i n d -
- i n g s , t h e a s s o c i a t i o n w i l l t h e n o f 
f e r c r i t i c i s m a n d a d v i c e t o t h e d e 
p a r t m e n t s c o n c e r n e d . 

T h e a s s o c i a t i o n w i l l a l s o u n d e r 
t a k e p r o j e c t s a i m e d a t e l i m i n a t i n g 
s u b - s t a n d a r d p r o d u c t s f r o m t h e 
m a r k e t b e f o r e c o n s u m e r s h a v e a 
c h a n c e o f g e t t i n g a t t h e m . I n 
1 9 8 5 , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e a s s o c i a t i o n 
a s s i s t e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t i n c h e c k 
i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f c o l d d r i n k s . T h e 
r e s u l t s o f t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s h o w e d 
t h a t t h e f u n g u s c o n t e n t i n s o m e o f 
t h e b e v e r a g e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e s o f t -
p a c k a g e d d r i n k s , e x c e e d e d t h e 
s t a t e ' s s t a n d a r d l i m i t s . B a s e d o n t h e 
f i n d i n g s , s o m e m a n a g e r s " l i c e n s e s 
w e r e r e v o k e d , a n d p l a n t s w e r e o r 
d e r e d c l o s e d u n t i l t h e y b r o u g h t 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s u p t o s t a n d a r d . T h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n t h e n p u b l i c i z e d t h e i r 
c o n c l u s i o n s , a l e r t i n g t h e c o n s u 

m e r s t o t h e p o t e n t i a l h a z a r d s o f 
b u y i n g p a r t i c u l a r s o f t d r i n k s . 

D i r e c t o r L i s a i d p r o v i d i n g c o n 
s u m e r s w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n o n n e w 
fcommodities a n d o n p u r c h a s i n g 
t h e s e n e w p r o d u c t s i s a n o t h e r o f 
t h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s t a s k s . W i t h t h e 
c h a n g e s i n t h e c o n s u m i n g s t r u c 
t u r e , a n d w i t h t h e v a s t p r o d u c t i o n 
o f m o r e a n d m o r e g o o d s , m a n y 
c o n s u m e r s h a v e b e e n a t a l o s s a s 
t o h o w t o g o a b o u t s e l e c t i n g q u a l 
i t y g o o d s . T h e a s s o c i a t i o n , t h e r e 
f o r e , t o o k i t u p o n i t s e l f t o t e a c h 
s o m e o f t h e s k i l l s n e e d e d t o m a k e 
i n t e l l i g e n t c o n s u m e r c h o i c e s . 

L i s a i d h e f e e l s s t r o n g l y t h a t 
c o n s u m e r r i g h t s s h o u l d b e p r o t e c t 
e d b y l a w , w h i c h a s y e t t h e y a r e 
n o t i n C h i n a . A t t h e T h i r d P l e 
n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e S i x t h N a t i o n a l 
P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s i n B e i j i n g l a s t 
s p r i n g , d e l e g a t e s t o t h e c o n g r e s s 
p r o p o s e d o n p r o t e c t i n g c o n s u m e r 
r i g h t s b y l e g a l m e a n s . L i s a i d h e 
a n d h i s a s s o c i a t e s a r e n o w a t w o r k 
a s s i s t i n g t h e v a r i o u s d e p a r t m e n t s 
i n d r a w i n g u p l a w s a n d r e g u l a 
t i o n s t h a t w i l l f u r t h e r c e m e n t c o n 
s u m e r r i g h t s i n C h i n a . 

Problems on China*s Administration 

from "ZHONGGUO 
XINGZHENG GUANLI" 
(China's Administration) 

V I C E - P R E M I E R T i a n [ i y u n r e 
c e n t l y s a i d r e f o r m o f C h i n a ' s 

c i v i l s e r v i c e s y s t e m w a s " n e c e s s a r y 
a n d u r g e n t . " 

I n a c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e s f r o m 1 6 c o u n t r i e s w h o w e r e 
i n B e i j i n g a t t e n d i n g t h e U . N . I n 
t e r n a t i o n a l S e m i n a r o n R e f o r m o f 
C i v i l S e r v i c e S y s t e m s , T i a n s a i d 
t h e r e f o r m o f C h i n a ' s a d m i n i s t r a 
t i v e s y s t e m w a s n o t k e e p i n g w i t h 

t h e c o u n t r y ' s e c o n o m i c r e f o r m s . 
I f t h e s i t u a t i o n c o n t i n u e d , T i a n 
s a i d , C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p 
m e n t w o u l d b e a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t 
e d . 

T i a n s a i d t h e f i v e d r a w b a c k s o f 
C h i n a ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s y s t e m 
w e r e : r e d u n d a n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a m 
b i g u o u s d e p a r t m e n t a l r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t y , o v e r s t a f f i n g , i n e f f i c i e n c y , 
a n d l a c k o f s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s f o r 
e v a l u a t i n g p e r f o r m a n c e , p r o m o t i o n 
a n d r e t i r e m e n t . 

T h e v i c e - p r e m i e r s a i d t h e C h i 
n e s e g o v e r n m e n t w a s s t u d y i n g 
w a y s t o t a c k l e t h e s e p r o b l e m s . 
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Shooting "kungfu" film. 
Cartoon by Jin Jianchu 

(Reprinted from "Cartoon" monthly) 

kn Esperanto Enthusiast 

from "NONGMIN RIBAO" 
(Peosonts' Daily) 

W HEN he was 18 years old. Li 
Quanzhen, a 58-year-old 

farmer and barber in Nianzhang 
village of Pixian County, jiangsu 
Province, met a non-native who en
couraged him to study Esperanto. 
With the instruction of his new 
friend, in addition to learning 
Esperanto's alphabet, Li learnt how 
Esperanto aimed at unifying the 
wor lds languages and promoting 
society's progress. Unfortunately, 
Li's friend left three days later, 
bringing his study to a premature 
and abrupt halt. 

One day in late 1976, however, 
Li Quanzhen came across an arti
cle in People's Daily that men-tion-
ed popularity of Esperanto in some 
West European countries. This 
article was written by Ye 
lunjian, a secretary for the Chi
nese Writers' Association and a 
permanent member of the All-
China Esperanto Association. 
The report prompted Li to 

write Ye for further instruction in 
the international language. Ye re
sponded quickly and sent along 
some reference materials on 
Esperanto to help Li with his 
studies. Later as he became more 
and more an Esperanto enthusiast, 
Li sold his watch and bicycle to 
pay for two journeys to Beijing to 
talk with Ye. 

Li devoted eight years to study
ing Esperanto text books and 
copying nearly 80,000 words in 
notes. 

In August 1980, the Xinhua 
Esperanto Correspondence School, 
which was sponsored by the 
All-China Esperanto Association, 
began recruiting students nation
wide. Li was among their chosen 
students. 

Soon afterwards, Li started two 
Esperanto class in his hometown 
and instructed more than 130 
students, many of whom now 
speak and write the language. Two 
of his former students have been 
admitted to college for further 

Esperanto study. 
In the past few years, Li Quan

zhen has popularized Esperanto in 
more than 10 provinces and cities 
at his own expense. His income 
from cutting hair and selling pigs 
has all gone to studying and pro
moting Esperanto. Neither he nor 
his family has regretted his pas
sion for the language. 

"I just want to devote myself to 
Esperanto and to do something 
beneficial for China and its peo
ple," Li said. "The sacrifice is 
nothing, compared to my convic
tion." 
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B U S I N E S S AND TRADE 

launching Satellite Service 
A f t e r e x p l o r a t o r y s a t e l l i t e 

l a u n c h e d o n O c t o b e r 2 1 w a s s u c 
c e s s f u l l y r e c o v e r e d f i v e d a y s l a t e r , 
L i X u e , M i n i s t e r o f A s t r o n a u t i c s , 
a n n o u n c e d C h i n a p l a n s t o s e l l t h e 
s e r v i c e o f i t s t w o t y p e s o f s a t e l l i t e 
l a u n c h e s , " L o n g M a r c h - 2 " a n d 
" L o n g M a r c h - 3 . " 

M i n i s t e r L i s a i d t h e " L o n g 
M a r c h - 2 , " w h i c h l a u n c h e d t h e n o w 
r e c o v e r e d s a t e l l i t e , i s a l a r g e t w o -
s t a g e l i q u i d r o c k e t d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
1 9 7 0 s a n d c a n p r o j e c t a t w o - t o n 

s a t e l l i t e i n t o n e a r - e a r t h o r b i t . T h e 
O c t o b e r 2 1 l a u n c h i n g b y t h e " L o n g 
M a r c h - 2 " w a s t h e s e v e n t h s u c c e s 
s i v e t i m e w h e n a " L o n g M a r c h - 2 " 
s e n t a s a t e l l i t e i n t o p r e c i s e o r b i t . 

T h e " L o n g M a r c h - 3 " r o c k e t h a s 
i n t h e p a s t s u c c e s s f u l l y l a u n c h e d 
C h i n a ' s e x p e r i m e n t a l t e l e c o m m u n i 
c a t i o n s s a t e l l i t e i n t o g e o s t a t i o n a r y 
o r b i t . 

C h i n a ' s t w o l a u n c h i n g s t a t i o n s 

One of China's satellite-bearing 
rockets on the launching pad. 

I* 

— i n J i u q u a n , G a n s u P r o v i n c e , f o r 
l a u n c h i n g s a t e l l i t e s i n t o n e a r - e a r t h 
o r b i t , a n d i n X i c h a n g , S i c h u a n 
P r o v i n c e , f o r g e o s t a t i o n a r y o r b i t 
s a t e l l i t e s — c a n a l s o p r o v i d e e a r l y 
s t a g e s u p p o r t s e r v i c e f o r t h e 
s a t e l l i t e s , 

C h i n a a l s o h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a 
m e a s u r i n g a n d c o n t r o l l i n g n e t w o r k 
i n X i a n , i n c l u d i n g t e l e m e t e r c o n 
t r o l v e s s e l s , w h i c h p r o v i d e s 
s a t e l l i t e - l a u n c h i n g a n d s u p p o r t a n d 
o r b i t c o n t r o l s e r v i c e s . 

M i n i s t e r L i s a i d C h i n a w i l l p r o 
v i d e p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t f o r 
f o r e i g n l a u n c h c u s t o m e r s a n d w i l l 
b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t r a i n i n g t h e 
c l i e n t ' s t e c h n i c a l p e r s o n n e l . T h e 
P e o p l e ' s I n s u r a n c e C o m p a n y o f 
C h i n a , h e s a i d , w i l l a l s o p r o v i d e 
i n s u r a n c e f o r l a u n c h c u s t o m e r s . 
I f t h e l a u n c h f a i l s , L i s a i d , t h e i n 
s u r a n c e c o m p a n y w i l l c o m p e n s a t e 
f o r l o s s e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t i p u l a 
t i o n s o f t h e c o n t r a c t . 

Chinese Ventures 
Set Up Abroad 

W h i l e e x t e n s i v e l y a b s o r b i n g 
f o r e i g n c a p i t a l , C h i n a i s a l s o i n 
t e n s i f y i n g i t s e f f o r t s t o s e t u p s u c 
c e s s f u l b u s i n e s s e s a b r o a d . T o d a t e , 
w i t h a n i n v e s t m e n t o f U S $ 2 3 9 m i l 
l i o n , C h i n a h a s o p e n e d 1 4 4 j o i n t 
v e n t u r e s o r s o l e l y C h i n e s e - o w n e d 
b u s i n e s s e s i n 3 4 c o u n t r i e s a n d r e 
g i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n , C h i n e s e o f 
f i c i a l s a r e a l s o d i s c u s s i n g 3 0 0 m o r e 
j o i n t p r o j e c t s w i t h f o r e i g n f i r m s . 

F o c u s i n g o n d e v e l o p i n g r e 
s o u r c e s t h a t C h i n a l a c k s , i n t h e 
p a s t f e w y e a r s C h i n a h a s s e t u p 
1 3 e n t e r p r i s e s i n v o l v i n g f o r e s t r y , 
f i s h e r y a n d m i n i n g i n d u s t r y . I n 
O c t o b e r 1 9 8 4 , t h e C h i n e s e M i n i s t r y 

o f F o r e s t r y s e t u p a p l y w o o d m i l l 
i n B r a z i l . T h a t m i l l , w i t h a n a n n u a l 
p r o d u c t i o n c a p a c i t y o f 1 0 , 0 0 0 
c u b i c m e t r e s , i s p r o c e e d i n g 
s m o o t h l y , a n d i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f 
1 9 8 5 , t h e m i n i s t r y s h i p p e d t o 
C h i n a m o r e t h a n 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u b i c 
m e t r e s o f l o g s p r o d u c e d b y t h e e n 
t e r p r i s e s s e t u p i n B r a z i l a n d t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e w o r k o f m i n i n g 
i r o n , c o p p e r , d i a m o n d a n d g o l d i n 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h A u s t r a l i a a n d 
C a n a d a i s b e i n g s t e p p e d u p . S o m e 
o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s a r e e x p e c t e d t o 
y i e l d r e s u l t s n e x t y e a r . 

A m o n g C h i n a ' s o t h e r o v e r s e a s 
i n v e s t m e n t s a r e 1 9 i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e n g i n e e r i n g c o r p o r a t i o n s , s e t u p 
w i t h f o r e i g n f i r m s f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p r o j e c t s . I n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , 
C h i n a h a s c o n t r a c t e d t o b u i l d 
o v e r s e a s p r o j e c t s v a l u e d a t s e v e r a l 
h u n d r e d m i l l i o n U S d o l l a r s . 

C h i n a a l s o h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a 
n u m b e r o f C h i n e s e r e s t a u r a n t s w i t h 
p a r t n e r s a n d a l o n e , i n m o r e t h a n 
t e n c o u n t r i e s . 

A b o u t 9 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e C h i n e s e 
j o i n t v e n t u r e s a b r o a d h a v e r e p o r t e d 
s o u n d e c o n o m i c r e t u r n s a n d a r e 
p l a y i n g a v i t a l r o l e i n i m p o r t i n g 
a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g i e s t o C h i n a 
a n d p r o m o t i n g i t s e x p o r t . 

D u r i n g t h e S e v e n t h F i v e - Y e a r 
P l a n p e r i o d ( 1 9 8 6 - 9 0 ) , t h e f o c u s o f 
C h i n a ' s j o i n t v e n t u r e s a b r o a d w i l l 
b e o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f r e 
s o u r c e s , t h e i m p o r t o f a d v a n c e d 
t e c h n o l o g i e s a n d e q u i p m e n t , a n d 
t h e p r o m o t i o n o f g o o d s a n d l a b o u r 
s e r v i c e . 

Foreign Firms 
Expand in China 

A t t r a c t e d b y C h i n a ' s b i l l i o n - p e r 
s o n m a r k e t , 6 7 f o r e i g n e n t e r p r i s e s 
a n d f i r m s f r o m 1 4 c o u n t r i e s a n d 
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Members of tlie United Overseas Bank Group during the opening ceremony 
of the group's Beijing office, which was held last May. 

regions have set up permanent 
offices in China since the beginning 
of this year 

Of these newly established of
fices, 20 are from Japan, 17 are 
from Hongkong and Macao, 27 
are from Europe and the United 
States, two are from Singapore and 
one is from Brazil. 

The following are the main fea
tures of these representative of
fices: 

— Those from Europe and 
America are on the increase. Nine 
of the offices are American, four 
are British, three are from the 
Federal Republic of Germany, two 
from Switzerland and one each 
from France, Denmark, Austria 
and Belgium. 

— More large Japanese firms, 
and especially some noted auto
mobile companies have opened of
fices in China. 

— The business scope of the 
newly established permanent re
presentative offices is broader than 

those offices set up earlier in China. 
These enterprises now cover textile 
and light industries, cereals, edible 
oils and foodstuffs, machinery, 
energy, transportation, shipbuild
ing, aeronautics, petroleum, coal 
mines, telecommunications, non-
ferrous metals, precision instru
ments and other advanced techno
logical fields. 

With the further absorption of 
foreign capital and introduction of 
new technologies, more and more 
firms from overseas and Hong
kong and Macao have set up fac
tories and joint ventures in various 
provinces, municipalities and 
autonomous regions in the country. 

From 1980 to the first half of 
this year, with the approval of the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic Re
lations and Trade, 607 permanent 
representative offices from 20 coun
tries and regions were set up in 
15 Chinese cities. Of these, 73 
percent are stationed in Beijing; 15 
percent in Shanghai and 12 percent 
in other Chinese cities. 

News in Brief 

• Representatives of the Hua-
ting Hotel, wholly owned by the 
Shanghai Municipal Tourism 
Bureau, and to be managed by the 
Sheraton Corp., on October 16 
signed an agreement on the opera
tion of the hotel, the second of its 
kind to be operated by the same 
corp. in China. It is expected that 
the hotel will open its doors in 
April 1986. Sheraton took over the 
management of its first hotel in 
China — the 1,007-room Great 
Wall Sheraton Hotel-Beijing — in 
March this year. 

The Sheraton Corp. has 480 
hotels operating in 56 countries 
and regions around the world with 
33 in the Pacific region. Seven 
others including the 1,000-room 
Huating Sheraton are under con
struction in Asia. The Huating 
Sheraton Hotel-Shanghai, to be 
built with an investment of US$70 
million, will house six restaurants 
and 21 banquet halls. 

• The Friendship Stadium, a 
China-aided project built for Sen
egal, opened last September after 
a construction period of two years 
and eight months. 

Covering an area of 50,468 
square metres, the stadium is 
equipped with plastic tracks, colour 
TV equipment and electronic 
score-boards and timers, making it 
the largest and most advanced 
sports facility in West Africa. 

• On October 8 in Beijing, the 
China International Trust and In
vestment Corporation signed an 
agreement to buy 10 percent of the 
shares in an aluminium smelting 
plant in Portland, Australia. The 
final decision on investment will 
be made after a group from the 
Chinese department concerned 
conducts an on-the-spot study and 
economic analysis of the project. 
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Wildlife Protection Urged in 

An Jifeng (r ight) , a woman of the Korean nationality, has raised five booy 
tigers for the People's Park In YanjI, Jilin Province. 

Z o o l o g i s t s r e c e n t l y r e c o m 
m e n d e d t h a t m o r e n a t u r e r e s e r v e s 
b e se t u p i n n o r t h e r n T i b e t t o p r o 
t e c t t h e e n d a n g e r e d a n i m a l s t h a t 
i n h a b i t t h e a r e a . 

F u n d e d b y t h e C h i n e s e A c a d e m y 
o f S c i e n c e s , a 1 0 - m e m b e r - t e a m 
f r o m t h e S h a a n x i Z o o l o g y I n s t i t u t e 
t o u r e d t h e n o r t h e r n T i b e t a n p l a 
t e a u f r o m M a y t o J u l y t o c o n d u c t 
t h e a r e a ' s f i r s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e z o o 
l o g i c a l s u r v e y . 

S t a n d i n g a t m o r e t h a n 4 , 5 0 0 
m e t r e s a b o v e sea l e v e l , t h e n o r t h e r n 
T i b e t a n p l a t e a u c o v e r s 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 
s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s , o r a b o u t h a l f 
o f T i b e t ' s t o t a l a r e a . I t h a s b e e n 
a n a t u r a l w i l d l i f e s a n c t u a r y f o r 
c e n t u r i e s b e c a u s e o f i t s r e m o t e 
l o c a t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s c i e n t i s t s , 12 
a n i m a l a n d b i r d s p e c i e s i n d i g e n o u s 
t o n o r t h e r n T i b e t a r e l i s t e d as e n 
d a n g e r e d . A m o n g t h e s e a n i m a l s 

Tibet 
a r e t h e w i l d y a k , t h e A s i a n w i l d 
d o n k e y , t h e s n o w l e o p a r d a n d t h e 
b l a c k - n e c k e d c r a n e . 

T h e b l a c k - n e c k e d c r a n e , t h e m o s t 
r e c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d o f t h e w o r l d ' s 
15 t y p e s o f c r a n e s , i s o f t e n r e f e r r e d 
t o a s t h e " p a n d a b i r d , " b e c a u s e o f 
i t s r a r i t y a n d p o t e n t i a l e x t i n c t i o n . 
T h e eggs o f t h e b l a c k - n e c k e d c r a n e 
t a s t e l i k e c h i c k e n e g g s , a n d a r e a 
r e s i d e n t s o f t e n e a t t h e m , a c c o u n t 
i n g f o r t h e s h a r p d e c r e a s e o f t h e 
c r a n e s t o a b o u t 1 , 0 0 0 . 

T h e s u r v e y s h o w e d m o s t o f t h e 
o t h e r r a r e a n i m a l s , w i t h t h e e x c e p 
t i o n o f t h e A s i a n w i l d d o n k e y , a r e 
a l s o o n t h e d e c r e a s e . T h e d o n k e y 
i s d o i n g b e t t e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s be 
c a u s e T i b e t a n s d o n o t e a t i t s m e a t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s c i e n t i s t s , w i l d 
l i f e p r o t e c t i o n w i l l p r o m o t e T i 
b e t a n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t b y 
b o o s t i n g T i b e t ' s e x p o r t a n d 
t o u r i s m i n t h e l o n g r u n . W i t h o u t 
c o n t r o l , h o w e v e r , t h e c e n t u r i e s - o l d 
s a n c t u a r y c o u l d d i s a p p e a r r a p i d l y , 
t h e y s a i d . 

T h e t e a m i n t e n d s t o p r o d u c e a 
f i l m a b o u t t h e i r s u r v e y i n o r d e r t o 
p u b l i c i z e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f w i l d 
l i f e p r o t e c t i o n . T i b e t h a s a l r e a d y 
d e s i g n a t e d f i v e a r e a s as n a t u r e r e 
s e r v e s a n d i s p l a n n i n g t o i n v i t e 
z o o l o g i s t s f r o m o t h e r p a r t s o f 
C h i n a t o c o n d u c t m o r e s u r v e y s a n d 
a c o m p r e h e n s i v e w i l d l i f e c e n s u s . 
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BOOKS 

USA Through Chinese Eyes 
American Kaleidoscope: Society, 
Landscape and People ' 

Written by Wang Tsomin 

i n 1 9 7 9 , a t a g a t h e r i n g o f C h i 
n e s e e c o n o m i s t s a n d t h e i r h o s t s 
f r o m f i v e t o p A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i 
t i e s , t h e i d e a w a s p u t f o r t h t h a t a n 
i n t e r e s t i n g b o o k a b o u t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s m i g h t b e w r i t t e n b y a C h i 
n e s e w r i t e r , f o r a C h i n e s e a u d i e n c e . 
T h e p r o p o s a l c a m e a t a t i m e 
w h e n C h i n a a n d t h e U S w e r e 
s e e k i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d e a c h o t h e r 
a f t e r t h e i r 3 0 - y e a r e s t r a n g e m e n t . 

A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s a g r e e d t h a t s u c h 
a p r o j e c t w a s w o r t h w h i l e , a n d 
P r o f . R i c h a r d D . R o b i n s o n , o f t h e 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s I n s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l 
o g y , w a s e n t r u s t e d b y M . I . T . 
P r e s i d e n t P a u l E . G r a y t o b e i n 
c h a r g e . E i g h t e e n m o n t h s o f p r e 
p a r a t i o n a n d f u n d r a i s i n g f o l l o w e d ; 
f i n a l l y , P r o f . R o b i n s o n w a s a b l e 
t o w r i t e M a H o n g , w h o l a t e r b e 
c a m e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e C h i n e s e 
A c a d e m y o f S o c i a l S c i e n c e s , t o s a y 
t h a t a C h i n e s e w r i t e r c o u l d b e 
c h o s e n a n d s e n t . H e d e s c r i b e d t h e 
p u r p o s e : " W h a t w e e n v i s i o n i s n o t 
a d u l l s c h o l a r l y a n a l y s i s , b u t r a t h e r 

a l i v e l y , s e m i - p o p u l a r a c c o u n t o f 
l i f e i n t h e U S as s e e n b y t h e 
w r i t e r . " S o t h a t t h e r e s u l t i n g b o o k 
s h o u l d n o t b e b i a s e d i n a n y w a y , 
h e a d d e d , " N a t u r a l l y h e / s h e w i l l 
b e f r e e t o w r i t e w h a t e v e r s e e m s 
a p p r o p r i a t e . " 

I t w a s W a n g T s o m i n w h o w a s 
a w a r d e d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , t h e 
w o r k a n d s o m e t i m e s t h e p l e a s u r e 
o f t r a v e l i n g f o r a w h o l e y e a r 
t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d p r o 
d u c i n g a b o o k a b o u t i t . S h e m e t 
a l l k i n d s o f p e o p l e , i n q u i r i n g i n t o 
t h e i r p e r s o n a l l i v e s , s e e i n g h o w 
t h e y w o r k a n d l i v e , a n d l i v i n g 
a m o n g t h e m , a n d i n c i d e n t a l l y 
s e r v e d a s a v e r y i n f o r m a l a m b a s 
s a d o r o f f r i e n d s h i p . T h e n s h e h a d 
t o s i f t t h r o u g h a l l t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s 
a n d i n t e r p r e t f o r h e r C h i n e s e 
a u d i e n c e w h a t o f t e n s e e m e d a v e r y 
s t r a n g e w a y o f l i f e . T h e b o o k t h a t 
c a m e o u t o f t h o s e t r a v e l s , Ameri
can Kaleidoscope: Society, Lands
cape and People, h a s j u s t b e e n 
p u b l i s h e d b y t h e C h i n a S o c i a l 
S c i e n c e s P u b l i s h i n g H o u s e , B e i 
j i n g , f o r C h i n e s e r e a d e r s . T h e n , b e 
c a u s e o f t h e n a t u r a l c u r i o s i t y o f 

Envor o( friendship: Learning to dance the Tlingii way at party given by 
Indians of Alasko 

p e o p l e a b o u t w h a t s o m e b o d y e l s e 
i s s a y i n g a b o u t t h e m , a n E n g l i s h 
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e v o l u m e i s b e i n g 
p r e p a r e d u n d e r a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t 
t i t l e American Kaleidoscope — A 
Chinese View. 

W a n g T s o m i n w a s u n i q u e l y 
q u a l i f i e d f o r h e r t a s k . S h e h a d 
s t u d i e d a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M i s 
s o u r i ' s p r e s t i g i o u s S c h o o l o f l o u r -
n a l i s m i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s , a n d m a r r i e d 
h e r C h i n e s e c l a s s m a t e D u a n L i a n -
c h e n g t h e r e . S h e w a s n o t o n l y a b l e 
t o v i e w t h e c o n t r a s t s b e t w e e n 
A m e r i c a n l i f e a n d C h i n e s e l i f e 
t h e n , b u t t o o b s e r v e t h e c h a n g e s 
o v e r t h e l a s t f o r t y y e a r s — a p e r i o d 
i n w h i c h s h e h a d l i v e d t h r o u g h i m 
m e n s e c h a n g e i n C h i n a i t s e l f . T h u s 
h e r b o o k h a s a f o u r - d i m e n s i o n a l 
q u a l i t y , r e d i s c o v e r i n g t w o c u l t u r e s 
i n t w o m a j o r p e r i o d s o f t h e i r 
h i s t o r y . 

W a n g r e c a l l s t h a t d u r i n g t h e 
t u r m o i l o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u 
t i o n " i n C h i n a , " m a n y b a s i c f a c t s 
o f l i f e w e r e i g n o r e d i n t h e m i d s t o f 
s u p e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r h e t o r i c a n d 
t h e p e o p l e w e r e m a d e t o b e l i e v e 
t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g g o o d w h a t 
s o e v e r i n W e s t e r n c a p i t a l i s t so 
c i e t y . " 

B u t t h e n t h e a x i o m shi shi qiu 
shi ( s e e k i n g t r u t h f r o m f a c t s ) w a s 
r e v i v e d , a n d s h e w a s a b l e t o r e p o r t 
o n A m e r i c a " w i t h o u t t a r n i s h i n g o r 
v a r n i s h i n g . " A s s h e s a y s i n h e r 
p r e f a c e , " I t w a s a l s o m y c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t o n l y i n t h i s w a y c o u l d t h e 
b o o k p r o m o t e g e n u i n e u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g a n d f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n t h e 
C h i n e s e a n d A m e r i c a n p e o p l e . " 

W a n g ' s p u r p o s e i n h e r t r a v e l s 
a n d w r i t i n g , h o w e v e r , a r e e v e n 
m o r e o b j e c t i v e t h a n i t w o u l d s e e m 
f r o m t h i s s t a t e m e n t . F r i e n d l y s h e 
i s i n d e e d , b u f s h e i s n o t a f r a i d t o 
c r i t i c i z e A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y , e v e n t o 
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' C h i n e s e b u s h e l ' s e e m i n o r d e r h e r e 
a n d t h e r e t o m a k e m y c o m m e n t s 
m o r e e a s i l y c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . " 

k n o w s m o r e t h a n t h e a v e r a g e 
A m e r i c a n . A n d s h e f i n d s t h e w a r m 
h o s p i t a l i t y f o r w h i c h t h e D e e p 
S o u t h i s n o t e d , a t t e n d s a t r a d i 
t i o n a l N e w E n g l a n d t o w n m e e t i n g , 
a t w h i c h a n u c l e a r f r e e z e r e s o l u 
t i o n i s d e b a t e d , a n d m a k e s s o m e 
o b s e r v a t i o n s o n a b o r t i o n a n d 
s c h o o l p r a y e r — a n d t h e u l t r a -
c o n s e r v a t i v e " N e w R i g h t . " 

Americon hospitality: Wong as house 
guest of farmer Roger Wheeler of 

Iowa 

h e r A m e r i c a n f r i e n d s . I t m a k e s f o r 
s o m e l i v e l y c o n v e r s a t i o n s i n t h e 
b o o k , a n d s u c h a r e p o r t e r u n c o v e r s 
m o r e d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s o f v i e w t h a n 
o n e w h o m e r e l y a d m i r e d e v e r y t h i n g 
s h e l o o k e d u p o n . " N e i t h e r t h e 
s u n n y s i d e n o r t h e s e a m y s i d e 
a l o n e i s t h e t r u e C h i n a , " w r i t e s 
W a n g , " a n d t h i s i s e q u a l l y t r u e o f 
A m e r i c a . " 

T h e E n g l i s h e d i t i o n o f Ameri
can Kaleidoscope, s k i l l f u l l y t r a n s 
l a t e d b y D u a n L i a n c h e n g , b r i n g s 
W a n g T s o m i n ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s i n t o 
t h e c o m f o r t a b l e A m e r i c a n i d i o m . I t 
a l s o c o n t a i n s s o m e m i n o r a d d i t i o n s 
t o t h e C h i n e s e v e r s i o n , m a d e w i t h 
t h e a i m o f e x p l a i n i n g c e r t a i n C h i 
n e s e t h i n g s t o w h i c h s h e r e f e r s . A s 
t h e a u t h o r s a y s , " I o f t e n ' m e a s u r e 
A m e r i c a n c o r n w i t h a C h i n e s e 
b u s h e l ' a n d a f e w w o r d s a b o u t t h e 

USA - Labor Day & 
(Continued from p. 25.1^ 

r e v e a l s t h a t u n i o n i z e d w o r k e r s 
n o w m a k e u p o n l y 2 0 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e l a b o r f o r c e . 1 r e m e m b e r t h a t 
t h e p e r c e n t a g e i n 1 9 4 7 w a s 3 5 . A 
s h a r p d r o p o f 1 5 p e r c e n t i n 3 5 

i n h e r y e a r i n A m e r i c a , w h i c h 
w a s c o m p l e t e d i n 1 9 8 3 , W a n g 
T s o m i n s a w m o r e o f t h e l a n d t h a n 
m o s t A m e r i c a n s e v e r s e e , f r o m 
t h e W e s t C o a s t t o N e w Y o r k C i t y , 
f r o m A l a s k a t o F l o r i d a , f r o m t h e 
S u n B e l t t o t h e C o r n B e l t . S h e 
v i s i t e d h i g h s c h o o l s , p r i s o n s , l i b r a 
r i e s , s e n i o r c e n t r e s , D i s n e y w o r l d . 
H a r l e m a n d H o u s t o n . S h e t a l k e d 
w i t h t h e e l d e r l y , c h i l d r e n , y o u n g 
a d u l t s a n d , l i k e h e r s e l f , t h e m i d 
d l e - a g e d . S h e m e t s o c i a l w o r k e r s , 
e d u c a t o r s , t a x i d r i v e r s , f a r m e r s , 
d o m e s t i c w o r k e r s , s c i e n t i s t s , h o u s e 
w i v e s , l a b o r e r s , C h i n e s e - A m e r i 
c a n s , b l a c k s ; s p e n t t i m e w i t h t h e 
w e a l t h y , t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s a n d 
t h e p o o r a n d i l l ; g o t i n t o d i s c u s 
s i o n s w i t h R e p u b l i c a n s , D e m o c r a t s 
a n d s o c i a l i s t s — a n d f o u n d h e r s e l f 
h a v i n g t o e x p l a i n a g a i n a n d a g a i n 
t o p o l i t i c a l l y r o m a n t i c A m e r i c a n s 
t h a t C h i n a ' s s o - c a l l e d " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n " w a s u t t e r c h a o s , b u t 
t h a t s o c i a l i s m i s n o t d e a d a n d d o e s 
n o t m e a n p o v e r t y , i t s i m p l y m e a n s 
" l e t ' s g e t d o w n t o w o r k t o m o d e r 
n i z e t h e c o u n t r y a n d e a r n a d e c e n t 
l i v e l i h o o d " f o r a l l . B u t h e r b o o k i s 
b y n o m e a n s a p l a t f o r m f o r h e r 
o w n p o l i t i c a l v i e w s . I t i s a r e a s o n 
e d e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h o s e o f o t h e r s . 

A m e r i c a n s l e a r n a l o t a b o u t 
t h e m s e l v e s i n W a n g ' s s h a r p m i r r o r 
o f t h e i r l a n d a n d p e o p l e . W h e r e 
i t i s r e l e v a n t , s h e p r e s e n t s a c o n 
c i s e r e p o r t o n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y , 
o l d a n d r e c e n t , a b o u t w h i c h s h e 

y e a r s i s i n d e e d a s e r i o u s c h a l l e n g e 
t o A m e r i c a n l a b o r . 

W i l l t h e A m e r i c a n l a b o r m o v e 
m e n t c o n t i n u e t o d e c l i n e ? P r o 
f e s s o r F o n e r a n d m a n y o t h e r 
A m e r i c a n s b e l i e v e i t w o n ' t . 

W a n g e x a m i n e s t h e A m e r i c a n 
D r e a m , e s p e c i a l l y i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h h e r v i s i t t o p a y h o m a g e a t t h e 
g r a v e o f M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g J r . , 
w h i c h l e a d s t o h e r r e s e a r c h o n t h e 
h i s t o r y o f b l a c k p e o p l e i n A m e r i c a . 
T h e C h i c a g o m a y o r a l r a c e b e t w e e n 
D e m o c r a t H a r o l d W a s h i n g t o n a n d 
R e p u b l i c a n B e r n a r d E p t o n h a p 
p e n e d t o b e t a k i n g p l a c e a t t h e 
t i m e o f h e r v i s i t t h e r e . T h r o u g h 
m e t i c u l o u s i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d c o n - ĵc 
v e r s a t i o n s w i t h m a r i y k i n d s o f ^ 
p e o p l e , W a n g r e p o r t s a c c u r a t e l y ^ 
a n d f u l l y o n a l l t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f i 
s u c h a n e l e c t i o n . ^ 

T h e w o r l d i s s h r i n k i n g , W a n g - 1 " 
T s o m i n o b s e r v e s a s s h e t r a v e l s ^ 
h a l f w a y a r o u n d t h e g l o b e i n a m a t -
t e r o f h o u r s a n d r e c a l l s t h e d a y s ^ 
o f h e r o c e a n v o y a g e i n t h e 1 9 4 0 s . ,\ 
Q u i c k t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d c o m -
m u n i c a t i o n h a v e m a d e t h e e a r t h ^ 
" a g l o b a l v i l l a g e , " w i t h " C h i n a -
a n d A m e r i c a t h e b i g g e s t ' h o u s e - ^ 
h o l d s ' " i n t h e v i l l a g e . I t i s u r g e n t -
t h a t w e o f b o t h h o u s e h o l d s b e c o m e ^ 
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h e a c h o t h e r . W a n g xs. 
T s o m i n h a s c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y t o ^ 
t h a t a c q u a i n t a n c e a n d t h e f r i e n d - ^ 
s h i p t h a t c a n n o t h e l p b u t f o l l o w . ^ 

— b y Frances Chastain -
I 

A . 

I , ^ W h e r e v e r t h e r e i s o p p r e s s i o n , t h e r e * Labor Movement i s r e s i s t a n c e , a s w e o f t e n s a y i n | 
C h i n a . I f a n d w h e n a n e c o n o m i c * 
c r i s i s g e t s o u t o f h a n d a n d w o r k -
e r s f i n d i t i m p o s s i b l e t o c a r r y o n , 
t h e r e w i l l b e a b l o w - u p . L a b o r ^ 
D a y t h e n w i l l p r o b a b l y n o t b e t h e ^ 
k i n d o f g a l a f a i r b l e s s e d b y B i g 7 
B u s i n e s s . • ^ 
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Mending a Fishing Net. 

A Young Farmer. 

Sketches by Li Baolin 
Li Baolin, an artist born in 1 9 3 6 in Siping, 

Jilin Province, is now serving in the navy . The 
following works were selected from Li's 
sketchbook. 

A Night School Teacher. 



P i c t u r e Storybooks for Children 

In t h e l a s t 3 0 y e a r s t h e F o r e i g n L a n g u a g e s P r e s s , B e i j i n g , C h i n a , h a s 
p u b l i s h e d a v a r i e t y o f b o o k s f o r c h i l d r e n a n d t e e n a g e r s . T h e s e l e c t i o n i n c l u d e s a 
n u m b e r o f s e r i e s , i n c l u d i n g The Monkey Series, a d a p t e d f r o m t h e C h i n e s e 
c l a s s i c Journey to the West; Chinese Folk Tales; Chinese Fairy Tales; 
Preschool Book Series a b o u t t h e l i f e o f C h i n e s e c h i l d r e n ; a n d Science Stories 

for Beginners, a g u i d e t o t h e n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s f o r t h e y o u n g . A l l o f t h e b o o k s , 
v i v i d l y w r i t t e n a n d i l l u s t r a t e d , h a v e b e e n w e l l - r e c e i v e d b y r e a d e r s a t h o m e a n d 
a b r o a d a n d a r e p u b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , S p a n i s h , G e r m a n , J a p a n e s e , A r a b i c , 
T h a i , H i n d i , U r d u , B e n g a l i a n d S i n h a l e s e . 

P u b l i s h e d b y FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS, 2 4 B a i w a n z h u a n g R o a d , B e i j i n g , C h i n a 

D i s t r i b u t e d b y CHINA INTERNATIONAL BOOK TRADING CORP 
(GUOJI SHUDIAN), P . O . B o x 3 9 9 , B e i j i n g , C h i n a 
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