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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 

Developing Road and River Shipping 
by WANG DACHENG 
Economic Editor 

China has long relied heavily on 
its railways. These essential 
transport links still handle half of 
the country's total cargo and will 
continue to be a mainstay of its 
transport network. But more 
highways and waterways will also 
be built to reduce the strain on that 
overworked system. 

The nation now has 920,000 km 
of highways linking 93 percent of 
its townships and 64 percent of its 
rural villages. It also has 109,000 
km of inland waterways and an 
ocean fleet totalling 10 million 
tons in capacity. But despite this 
massive setup, transport is still 
considered one of China's major 
economic weak spots, both in 
quantity and in quality. Of the 
country's highways, for instance, 
85 percent are yet to be upgraded, 
and most of the motor vehicles 
now in use are time-worn, low in 
carrying capacity and slow. Their 
average working speed, in fact, is 
only 30 km per hour. 

Harbour facilities are also inade
quate. They are low in capacity, 
and cargo movements in some 
harbours are so slow that there are 
always long queues of ships wait
ing to be loaded and unloaded. 

China badly needs to vastly im
prove its transport network. 
Among the main reasons: 

— With the introduction of the 
responsibility system, which ties 
income to output, rural areas are 
discarding their traditional self-
sufficiency in favour of a com
modity economy. This means their 
products must be shipped to the 
cities, where they are exchanged 

for capital and consumer goods 
needed by the peasants. 

— Unbalanced distribution of 
energy and material resources 
calls for gigantic cargo movements. 
For example, energy-rich western 
China ships huge quantities of coal 
to the developed eastern prov
inces, which suffer large power 
shortages. North China also ships 

While continuing to 
develop its railway 
transport, China will 
build more highways and 
waterways to meet the 
needs of its economic 
growth. 

wheat, corn and soybeans to the 
south in return for rice. 
, —Foreign trade is increasing 

rapidly. 
— The steady growth of person

nel, information, and technology 
exchanges, along with a national 
tourist boom, has brought about a 
sharp rise in the number of pas
sengers. 

It is estimated that the number 
of people travelling by bus and 
boat will more than triple in the 
next 15 years — from 4.2 billion 
this year to 13.8 billion at the end 
of the century. The total freight 
tonnage carried by highways and 
waterways will also skyrocket from 
5 billion tons to 14.3 billion tons. 
But that will not be enough. Only 
when railways and airlines have 
considerably developed can the 
needs of the economy and society 
be met. 

Road construction, which is rel
atively cheap and fast, is con
sidered best for medium- and 

short-distanoe transport. So more 
new highways will be built and 
more old ones upgraded, and the 
emphasis of upgrading is laid in 
the relatively developed areas 
along the east China coast. These 
and other economic centres will 
become hubs for extensive high
way networks serving the interior. 
More high-grade highways will be 
built to accommodate heavy-duty 
and container trucks and tourist 
buses. 

The 1,900-km Qinghai-Tibet 
Highway will be resurfaced with 
asphalt and other modern ma
terials. The Guangzhou-Shenzhen 
and Beijing-Tianjin-Tangshan ex
pressways are now under construc
tion as test cases to show whether 
such roads are needed in China. 
In remote and underdeveloped 
areas, local residents are en
couraged to make their villages ac
cessible to the outside world by 
building their own roads. It is 
planned that by the end of the 
century China will have 1.2 mil
lion km of public roadways. 

For some time, China's inland 
waterways were under-exploited 
because few factories had been 
built near rivers. Too, water con
servation projects were often pro
moted to the neglect of shipping 
development. This, plus the irra
tional management system, had 
crimped the development of inland 
water transport. In the future, 
China will tap the shipping poten
tial of the Changjiang, Xijiang, 
Heilong and Huai rivers and the 
Grand Canal. Dams and sluice 
gates now hampering boat move
ment will be rebuilt, rivers dredged 
and widened, and inland shipping 
brought within the framework of 
local development plans. By the 
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end of the century, 30,000 km of 
inland waterways will be navigable 
for ships of over 30Q tons. 

A large part of the country's 
freight is handled by ships plying 
the east China coast, where several 
rivers provide excellent links with 
the rest of the country. This 
ocean-river system has been prov
ing ever more important as the load 
on China's railways grows heavier. 

More harbours will be built in 
the 14 coastal cities recently opened 
to foreign investment. These will 
include large modem ports using 
advanced technology and equip
ment, as well as a number of 
small- and medium-sized facilities. 
By the end of the century China 
will have 600 deep-water berths 
and a much larger oceangoing 
fleet. 

To boost transport, the govern
ment now encourages all regions, 
collectives and individuals to run 
their own shipping companies. By 
the end of last year, Chinese peas
ants collectively or individually 
owned 130,000 trucks and buses, 
while 230,000 privately owned 
boats were sailing the country's 
inland waterways. These under
takings will be encouraged to co
operate with each other on a 
voluntary basis. 

To narrow its huge transport 
gap with the developed countries, 
China will import advanced 
technology and co-operate with 
overseas businesses in running 
joint shipping ventures and build
ing harbours. In the process, Chi
nese shipping companies will sum 
up their own experiences, improve 
their technology and management 
and increase their capabilities. 

China Adheres to Socialism 
And {Marxism 

Your magazine has improved 
both in content and quality. Es
pecially since December 1984 you 
have carried several formal 
speeches and documents made by 
the leaders of the Communist 
Party of China and the Chinese 
government. These materials re
moved my doubts, as well as those 
of other readers. 

1 am happy that China adheres 
to socialism based on Marxism. 
Of course, China's socialism has 
its own way of development and 
your Party has its own method in 
applying Marxism. 

Socialism doesn't mean poverty, 
backwardness and ignorance, and 
Marxism doesn't mean you have to 
be faithful to its ideal in a Utopian 
way. China has its own correct 
modernization policy and "one 
country, two systems" theory, 
which show superiority over other 
economic systems and political 
stands. 

Please continue to build social
ism in your Chinese way. And 
you are bound to succeed. 

Flora Gonzales V 
Gotemburgo, Sweden 

I'd like to give my opinion about 
the article "Deng Says China 
Sticks to Socialism" (issue No. 11). 

Some people were really worri
ed about China's "open door" 
policy. Chairman Deng Xiao-
ping's speech removed ^ their 
worries. At the same time, his 
speech gave a clear answer to 
those who hope China will become 
a capitalist country. He said 
China will always adhere to so
cialism. 1 sincerely support Chi-

LETTERS 

nese leaders who have a strong 
belief in Marxism and com
munism. 

Although I have never been to 
China, I have read some books 
about the history of the Commun
ist Party of China. I learnt that 
the CPC has accumulated a lot of 
experience both in the practice 
and theory of Marxism. If a coun
try wants to learn from other coun
tries it can always do it. We must 
often learn from the Chinese peo
ple. Although Japan has different 
conditions than China, I believe 
that Marxism can be applied to 
any country and can be combined 
with the specific conditions of any 
nation because it is universal truth. 

Kohei Salake 
Tokyo, Japan 

Bandung Spirit Be Carried 
Forward 

By reading "Bandung Spirit Be 
Carried Forward," a speech made 
by Premier Zhao Ziyang (issue 
No. 18), 1 came to know the sig
nificance of the conference and the 
role China played in it. All par
ticipating countries in the confer
ence were victims of colonialism 
and fascism. I feel strongly that 
this historical tragedy must not be 
repeated. 

However, the world today is far 
from safe. There are many hot 
spots all over the globe, such as 
Kampuchea, Afghanistan and 
South Africa. 

I hope Beijing Review will not 
only report on Asia and Africa, 
but also on other places of the 
world. I hope China can appeal 
for peace in all countries. 

Yoshikazu Hasebe 
Kumamoto, Japan 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 

China, Bangladesh Seek Closer Ties 
S i n o - B a n g l a d e s h r e l a t i o n s w i l l 

p r o s p e r , as t h e t w o n a t i o n s a r e 
f r i e n d s a n d h a v e n o c o n f l i c t s , C h i 
n e s e l e a d e r D e n g X i a o p i n g t o l d 
v i s i t i n g B a n g l a d e s h P r e s i d e n t H u s -
s a i n M u h a m m a d E r s h a d . 

I t i s t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
f i r m p o l i c y t o c o n t i n u e s t r e n g t h e n 
i n g i t s f r i e n d s h i p , s o l i d a r i t y a n d 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h B a n g l a d e s h , C h i 
n e s e P r e s i d e n t L i X i a n n i a n s a i d t o 
h i s B a n g l a d e s h g u e s t . 

L i p r a i s e d B a n g l a d e s h f o r p u r 
s u i n g a n i n d e p e n d e n t a n d n o n -
a l i g n e d f o r e i g n p o l i c y , u p h o l d i n g 
j u s t i c e , o p p o s i n g e x p a n s i o n a n d 
p o w e r p o l i t i c s , a n d w o r k i n g t o 
d e v e l o p f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , t h u s p l a y i n g a 
p o s i t i v e r o l e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a f f a i r s . 

B e i n g t h e i n i t i a t o r o f S o u t h 
A s i a n r e g i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , h e 
s a i d , B a n g l a d e s h h a s c o n s i s t e n t l y 
w o r k e d f o r i m p r o v i n g a n d d e v e l 
o p i n g r e l a t i o n s w i t h i t s n e i g h 
b o u r s . T h e f i r s t s u m m i t o f S o u t h 
A s i a n c o u n t r i e s t o b e h e l d t h i s 
y e a r i n B a n g l a d e s h w i l l b e a n 
e v e n t o f g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e i n 
S o u t h A s i a , L i s a i d . 

" T h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e c h e r i s h 
m o s t f r i e n d l y s e n t i m e n t s t o w a r d s 
a l l t h e S o u t h A s i a n p e o p l e s , a n d 
t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n m e n t h a s a l l 
a l o n g c o m m i t t e d i t s e l f t o c o n s o l i 
d a t i n g a n d d e v e l o p i n g f r i e n d l y 
a n d g o o d - n e i g h b o u r l y r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e S o u t h A s i a n c o u n t r i e s , " 
s a i d t h e C h i n e s e p r e s i d e n t . 

I n r e p l y , E r s h a d s p i o k e h i g h l y 
o f B a n g l a d e s h - C h i n a f r i e n d s h i p . 
H e s a i d , " O v e r t h e y e a r s , o u r 
f r i e n d s h i p h a s b e e n r e i n f o r c e d a n d 
f o r t i f i e d b y o u r s h a r e d o u t l o o k , 
c o m m o n a s p i r a t i o n s a n d c o m m i t 

m e n t s , a n d , a b o v e a l l , b y o u r be 
l o n g i n g t o t h e t h i r d w o r l d . " 

H e s a i d t h a t r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
B a n g l a d e s h a n d C h i n a h a d m a n i 
f e s t e d a p r o m i s i n g g r o w t h s i n c e 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f d i p l o m a t i c 
t i e s . " T h e c o n c l u s i o n o f a n u m b e r 
o f a g r e e m e n t s h a s e n a b l e d u s t o 
f o r g e m u t u a l l y b e n e f i c i a l c o - o p e r a 
t i o n i n v a r i o u s f i e l d s , " h e a d d e d . 

U n d e r t h e a g r e e m e n t s o n e c o 
n o m i c a n d t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

D e s c r i b i n g t h e o n g o i n g e c o n o m 
i c r e f o r m as C h i n a ' s p r e d o m i 
n a n t a n d m o s t p r e s s i n g t a s k , 
D e n g X i a o p i n g s a i d h e h o p e s i t 
w i l l p a v e t h e w a y f o r s t a b l e , l a s t 
i n g a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t o v e r t h e n e x t 5 0 t o 
7 0 y e a r s . 

A t a J u n e 2 9 m e e t i n g w i t h a n 
A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n h e a d e d b y M o -
h a m e d C h e r i f M e s s a d i a , a l e a d i n g 
m e m b e r o f t h e p e r m a n e n t s e c r e 
t a r i a t o f A l g e r i a ' s P a r t y C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e , D e n g s a i d t h e r e f o r m 
w i l l s u c c e e d i n t w o o r t h r e e 
y e a r s i f t h e n a t i o n h e e d s t h e l a w s 
o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 

W h e n M e s s a d i a m e n t i o n e d t h e 
d e l e g a t i o n ' s r e c e n t v i s i t t o t h e 
S h e n z h e n S p e c i a l E c o n o m i c Z o n e 
a n d p r a i s e d t h e b o o m i n g e c o n o m y 
t h e r e , D e n g s a i d t h e s p e c i a l z o n e 
i s s t i l l a n e x p e r i m e n t . W h e t h e r i t 
r e p r e s e n t s t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n i s y e t 
t o b e p r o v e n , h e s a i d . 

D e n g d e s c r i b e d t h e z o n e , w h i c h 
b o r d e r s H o n g k o n g , a s a n e w p h e 
n o m e n o n i n s o c i a l i s m , a d d i n g , 
" W e h o p e i t w i l l s u c c e e d . B u t i f 
i t f a i l s , w e c a n d r a w l e s s o n s f r o m 
i t . " 

C h i n a w o u l d p r o v i d e f u n d s f o r 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a h i g h w a y 
b r i d g e o v e r t h e B u r i g a n g a R i v e r 
i n B a n g l a d e s h a n d s e v e r a l s m a l l 
a n d m e d i u m - s i z e d p r o j e c t s . 

T h e t w o s i d e s a l s o e x c h a n g e d 
l e t t e r s b y w h i c h C h i n a w o u l d 
p r o v i d e B a n g l a d e s h w i t h f o u r f l a t 
b o t t o m o c e a n g o i n g l a n d i n g c r a f t , 
w o r t h U S $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e c r a f t w i l l 
b e g i v e n f r e e a s a i d a f t e r r e c e n t 
d i s a s t r o u s f l o o d i n g i n B a n g l a d e s h . 

O n c e a n i m p o v e r i s h e d f i s h i n g 
v i l l a g e , S h e n z h e n h a s g r o w n i n t o 
a t h r i v i n g i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e . A s a 
w i n d o w t o f o r e i g n t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t m e t h o d s , t h e z o n e h a s 
c u l t i v a t e d e x t e n s i v e f o r e i g n t i e s . 

T h e s e n i o r C h i n e s e l e a d e r s a i d 
t h e c e n t r a l t a s k o f s o c i a l i s m i s t o 
d e v e l o p t h e f o r c e s o f p r o d u c t i o n . 
C h i n a i s a d o p t i n g a l l m e t h o d s t o 
h e l p e x p a n d p r o d u c t i o n , s a i d 
D e n g , i n c l u d i n g u s i n g f o r e i g n 
f u n d s a n d i m p o r t i n g a d v a n c e d 
t e c h n o l o g y . 

S p e a k i n g a t a n o t h e r m e e t i n g , 
t h i s o n e w i t h v i s i t i n g T u r k i s h 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r T u r g u t O z a l o n 
J u l y 2 , D e n g s a i d t h e s t r u c t u r a l 
r e f o r m i n v o l v e s n o t o n l y t h e 
e c o n o m y , b u t a l s o d e f e n c e , s c i e n c e , 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d e d u c a t i o n . 

D e n g t o l d O z a l , " W e c a n o n l y 
c a l l i t a n e x p e r i m e n t , " t h o u g h 
C h i n a h a d b e e n c a r r y i n g o u t t h e 
e c o n o m i c r e f o r m f o r f i v e y e a r s . 
H e s a i d r u r a l r e f o r m s h a v e a c h i e v 
e d g o o d r e s u l t s , a n d t h e s u c c e s s o r 
f a i l u r e o f t h e u r b a n c h a n g e s w i l l 
b e a p p a r e n t i n t h r e e t o f i v e y e a r s . 
B u t h e s a i d h e i s c o n v i n c e d t h e r e -

Deng Calls Reform an 'Experiment' 
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f o r m w i l l b e s u c c e s s f u l , a s i t b e n e 
f i t s t h e n a t i o n a n d t h e p e o p l e . 

Committee Begins 
Work on HK Law 

T h e 5 9 - m e m b e r c o m m i t t e e d r a f t 
i n g t h e b a s i c l a w f o r t h e H o n g k o n g 
S p e c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e R e g i o n i s 
a i m i n g t o f i n i s h i t s w o r k b y 1 9 9 0 , 
C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n J i P e n g f e i 
s a i d a t t h e g r o u p ' s f i r s t m e e t i n g i n 
B e i j i n g o n J u l y 1 . 

F i f t y - s i x o f t h e 5 9 m e m b e r s , i n 
c l u d i n g 2 1 f r o m H o n g k o n g , a t 
t e n d e d t h e f i v e - d a y m e e t i n g . 

A d d r e s s i n g h i s c o - w o r k e r s , J i 
s a i d , " O u r c o m m i t t e e o f f i c i a l l y 
b e g a n w o r k t o d a y a n d w i l l t r y t o 
c o m p l e t e i t s t a s k s i n f o u r o r f i v e 
y e a r s . " 

J i , w h o i s a l s o a s t a t e c o u n c i l l o r 
a n d d i r e c t o r o f t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l ' s 
H o n g k o n g a n d M a c a o A f f a i r s O f 
f i c e , u r g e d t h e c o m m i t t e e t o w o r k 
i n t h e s p i r i t o f d e m o c r a t i c c o n s u l 
t a t i o n t o s u c c e s s f u l l y c o m p l e t e i t s 
" h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t " m i s s i o n . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e , s a i d J i , w i l l p r e 
p a r e a d r a f t b y 1 9 8 8 t o s o l i c i t t h e 
v i e w s o f a l l c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g 
H o n g k o n g r e s i d e n t s . T h e d r a f t 
l a w w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d a t t h e e n d 
o f 1 9 8 8 a f t e r r e p o r t i n g t o t h e 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o f t h e N a 
t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s . T h e n t h e 
d r a f t i n g c o m m i t t e e w i l l r e v i s e t h e 
l a w b a s e d o n s u g g e s t i o n s m a d e 
d u r i n g t h e f i r s t h a l f o f 1 9 8 9 . 

T h e b a s i c l a w , a s m a n d a t e d i n 
t h e j o i n t a g r e e m e n t s i g n e d l a s t 
O c t o b e r b e t w e e n C h i n a a n d B r i 
t a i n , w i l l b e i n e f f e c t f o r 5 0 y e a r s 
a f t e r C h i n a r e s u m e s i t s s o v e r e i g n t y 
o v e r H o n g k o n g o n J u l y 1 , 1 9 9 7 . 
I n t h e a g r e e m e n t , C h i n a p l e d g e d 
t o m a i n t a i n t h e p r o s p e r i t y a n d 
s t a b i l i t y o f H o n g k o n g a n d t o a l 
l o w t h e c i t y o f 5 m i l l i o n p e o p l e 
t o k e e p i t s o w n s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i 
c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

" W e w i l l l e g a l i z e t h e i d e a o f 
o n e c o u n t r y , t w o s y s t e m s , " J i 
s a i d . 

l u l y 15, 1985 

" S u c h a n u n d e r t a k i n g w i l l n o t 
o n l y b u i l d u p a s o l i d b a s i s f o r a 
s t a b l e a n d p r o s p e r o u s H o n g k o n g 
a f t e r 1 9 9 7 , b u t w i l l a l s o o p e n a 
n e w w a y f o r r e u n i f y i n g o u r m o t h 
e r l a n d , " h e s t r e s s e d . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e w a s s e t u p b y 
a r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e N a t i o n a l P e o 
p l e ' s C o n g r e s s a t i t s t h i r d p l e n a r y 
s e s s i o n i n A p r i l . L a s t m o n t h , t h e 
N P C S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e a p p r o v 
e d 5 9 n o m i n e e s t o t h e c o m m i t t e e , 
i n c l u d i n g 2 3 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m 
H o n g k o n g . 

J i s a i d t h e c o m m i t t e e w i l l a i m 
t o b o t h s a f e g u a r d C h i n a ' s s o v 
e r e i g n t y a n d m a i n t a i n H o n g k o n g ' s 
s t a b i l i t y a n d p r o s p e r i t y . T h e r e 
w i l l b e i n - d e p t h i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , 
a n d o p i n i o n s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s w i l l 
b e s o l i c i t e d r e p e a t e d l y a n d e x t e n 
s i v e l y , e s p e c i a l l y f r o m H o n g k o n g 
c o m p a t r i o t s . 

J i s a i d h e h o p e s t h e H o n g k o n g 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s w i l l e x e r c i s e 
t h e i r r i g h t s w e l l . H e s a i d t h e y 
h a v e a m o r e t h o r o u g h u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g o f H o n g k o n g a n d c l o s e r c o n 
t a c t s w i t h t h e p e o p l e t h e r e . 

T h e H o n g k o n g - h a s e d c o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s h a v e b e e n a s k e d t o o r 
g a n i z e a c o n s u l t i n g c o m m i t t e e i n 
H o n g k o n g t o c o l l e c t l o c a l o p i n 
i o n s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s , J i s a i d . 
T h e c o m p o s i t i o n a n d t h e m a i n 
c o n t e n t s o f t h e b a s i c l a w w i l l b e 
d i s c u s s e d n e x t M a r c h a t t h e 

s e c o n d m e e t i n g o f t h e c o m m i t t e e , 
h e a d d e d . 

O n J u l y 5 , f o u r t o p C h i n e s e 
l e a d e r s — H u Y a o b a n g , D e n g 
X i a o p i n g , L i X i a n n i a n a n d P e n g 
Z h e n — m e t t h e c o m m i t t e e m e m 
b e r s a n d w i s h e d t h e m s u c c e s s . 

Construction Boom 
Stunts Development 

A r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n c a p i t a l c o n 
s t r u c t i o n i n v e s t m e n t h a s s t u n t e d 
t h e h e a l t h y d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y a n d a g g r a v a t e d 
t h e a l r e a d y s e r i o u s s h o r t a g e o f 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s a n d t r a n s p o r t a 
t i o n , s a i d Z h o u D a o j i o n g , p r e s i 
d e n t o f t h e P e o p l e ' s C o n s t r u c t i o n 
B a n k o f C h i n a . 

A n a t i o n a l s u r v e y s h o w s t h a t 
c a p i t a l c o n s t r u c t i o n i n v e s t m e n t 
w e n t u p 3 5 p e r c e n t i n t h e f i r s t 
q u a r t e r , 3 7 p e r c e n t i n A p r i l a n d 
4 2 p e r c e n t i n M a y a s c o m p a r e d 
w i t h t h e s a m e p e r i o d s l a s t y e a r . 
I n v e s t m e n t i n s t a t e - p l a n n e d p r o 
j e c t s w e n t u p 1 . 6 p e r c e n t , w h i l e 
i n v e s t m e n t i n u n p l a n n e d p r o j e c t s 
s h o t u p 8 7 p e r c e n t . 

T h e s u r v e y a l s o i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
i n v e s t m e n t i n e n e r g y a n d t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n a n d t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
— t w o a r e a s t h a t n e e d m a s s i v e 
h e l p — a c c o u n t e d f o r o n l y 2 1 . 5 
p e r c e n t a n d 1 5 . 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
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News in Brief 
China's largest steel plant, 

part of the first-stage con
struction of Shanghai's 
Baoshan Iron and Steel Com
plex, was recently complet
ed. The new plant is able 
to produce 6.5 million tons 
of steel a year. 

Equipped with the latest 
technology and the country's 
best environmental protec
tion facilities, the plant's 
productivity will be 15 times 
that of the average Chinese 
steelworks. 

* » « 

Almost a million people 
set out on }uly 1 to conduct 
China's first comprehensive 
survey of urban housing. 
The survey, to be completed 
by the end of the year, will 
study the amount, quality, 
use and ownership of hous
ing in all urban areas. It will 
provide planners with reli
able data to be used to im
prove housing conditions 
and housing management. 

• • • 
Since China's first patent 

law took effect April 1, more 
than 7,000 applications for 
patent rights havQ been sub
mitted to the China Patent 
Office. 

Domestic applications ac
count for 70 percent of the 
total, and the others came 
from more than 30 countries 
and regions. 

China's oil wells pumped 
out a total of 61.35 million 
tons of crude oil in the first 
i i \s of 1985. Daqing. 
China's largest oilfield, pro
duced 27.38 million tons, a 
3.1 percent increase. 

The target for this year is 
124 million tons. 

total, down from 1984's 24 per
cent and 17.2 percent. 

The disproportionate hike in 
capital construction spending, 
especially in heavy industry, Zhou 
said, has upset the balance of in
vestment in agriculture, light 
industry and.heavy industry. The 
boom in capital investment also 
caused the nation's accumulation 
funds to rise from 1983's 29.7 
percent to 31.2 percent of the na
tional income in 1984. It has 
disturbed the balance of supply 
and demand on the market. The 
price of steel, for instance, has 
gone up dramatically, he said. 

Zhou said there are several 
factors responsible for the 
hike. Many cadres lack modern 
management knowledge. When 
they talk about economic develop
ment and reform, they immediately 
think of building new factories 
rather than devising ways to get 
their existing factories to perform 
better. This explains why bank 
loans in the first five months of 
this year increased by 160 percent 
and self-raised funds grew by 83 
percent over the same period last 
year. 

Another factor, said Zhou, is 
that many leaders like to launch 
new projects, but few take 
the responsibility for pushing the 
project through the complicated 
bureaucracy and making sure it 
progresses quickly. As everybody 
can see, there are construction 
sites everywhere, but few projects 
are finished on time. 

Zhou suggested that projects 
which prove unnecessary and 
require raw materials not available 
locally should be cancelled. He 
also suggested postponing such 
projects wherever energy supplies 
run short. 

As far as the construction bank 
is concerned, he said, stricter con
trol should be exercised over 
loans. He contended that projects 
which lack firm construction sche
dules should not get loans. ; 

Forest Campaign 
Gains Momentum 

The United Nations Food and 
Agricultiire Organization has de
clared 1985 the International 
Year of Forests. The declaration 
comes at a time when China is 
putting strong emphasis on re
building the timber resources that 
have been destroyed over the 
centuries. 

Though China has launched a 
number of tree-planting cam
paigns in recent years, there is 
still much to be done. During a 
June 28 meeting held to com
memorate the International 
Year of Forests, the Central Af
forestation Committee and the 
Ministry of Forestry released sta
tistics indicating that trees today 
cover only 12.7 percent of China's 
9.6 million square kilometres, less 
than half the world average and 
a mere 18 percent of the world 
average per-capita forest cover. 

But efforts to reforest the na
tion have begun to pay off. A 
"Green Great Wal l " project be
gun in 1978 is aimed at planting 
a 7,000-km tree belt across Chi
na's northern reaches to block 
the encroaching desert. The first 
stage of the massive tree-planting 
project has been finished. 

Forestry Deputy Minister Wang 
Dianwen told the meeting that 
about 26.6 million hectares of 
barren hilly lands have been al
located as private plots to more 
than 50 million rural households 
for afforestation in the past seven 
years. In addition, 274 nature 
reserves have been established, 
of which 263 focus on the con
servation of forests and wild 
animals, including the giant 
panda. 

With the promulgation of a 
forest law, legal measures have 
also been strengthened to protect 
forests and to clamp down on the 
unauthorized felling of trees. 
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According to Yang Zhong, 
China's Minister of Forestry, more 
than 5,100 people were arrested 
or sentenced to jail for breaking 
forestry laws and 1,900 cadres 
were dismissed or disciplined 
within the Party on charges of 
forest destruction last year. 

These efforts have helped the 
nation protect and develop its 
forest resources. In his report, 
Wang said that China has re
forested about 28 million hectares 
of land over the past 30 years, 
bringing its forest cover to 12.7 
percent from 8.6 percent at libera
tion in 1949. Now there are more 
than 180,000 state and collective 
forestry centres or tree farms 
throughout China. They have 
planted more than 63 million 
hectares with seedlings. 

However, Wang noted, China 
is still lacking forests. More than 
80 million hectares of barren hill
sides and waste lands still need 
to be forested. The scarcity of 
forests, indiscriminate cutting and 
acid rain have resulted in an 
ecological imbalance and a severe 
shortage of timber. 

Due to the lack of effective 
legal measures, incidents such as 
indiscriminate cutting of trees 
still occur now and then. Gongren 
Ribao (Workers' Daily) reported 
on July 3 that more than 333 
hectares of trees were illegally 
felled in five days in January at a 
forest farm jointly run by the 
state and a collective in the Bama 
Yao Nationality Autonomous 
County in the Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region. At another 
state-run tree farm in Rongshui 
County, more than 3,263 hectares 
of trees have suffered from 
unauthorized cutting since last 
October. At that farm some 
1,731 hectares have virtually bfen 
cleared. 

To increase China's forest cover 
frorn the present 12 percent to 20 
percent by the end of the cen
tury, officials have called for a 

A Link Across 
The Waters 

A SO km under
water utility cable 
was recently Installed 
to connect Chianghai 
County, Liaoning Prov
ince, with several 
islands, i The cable, 
financed by the fisher
men themselves and 
installed with the 
army's help, will make 
it possible to supply 
electricity to 20,000 
people living on eight 
small islands. It will 
also benefit the devel
opment of fishing 
and the seafood pro
cessing industry in 
the locality. 

greater awareness of forests. 
"Greening our motherland and 
expanding afforestation" has be
come the state policy, the deputy 
minister said. An overall master 
plan for forest conservation and 
development and tougher laws to 
protect and save forests are in the 
works, according to Wang. 

Kungfu TV Dramas 
Influence Children 

A young boy in Anhui Prov
ince recently drowned while at
tempting to imitate a kungfu he 
saw on a TV programme. He 
fell off a cliff while trying to 
rush up a mountain with two 
friends. 

Another 9-year-old boy broke 
his leg after leaping from a 
second floor balcony in a kungfu 
emulation. And the same fate 
awaited a 15-year-old kungfu fan. 

Kungfu dramas and movies, 
made on the mainland or in 

Hongkong, have gained immense 
popularity throughout China in 
recent years. Walking down city 
streets or country roads, visitors 
can hear children singing the 
songs they learn from kungfu TV 
shows or movies. And radios and 
stereos in shops echo the theme 
songs almost everywhere. When 
a kungfu TV series is on, usually 
on Saturday or Sunday evening, 
most children can be found plop
ped in front of the screen. And 
kungfu stars such as Huo Yuan-
jia and Chen Zhen, naturally, be
come childhood heroes. 

According to a survey in 
Maanshan City, Anhui Province, 
more than 90 percent of the ele
mentary and high school children 
are enthusiastic followers of 
kungfu programmes. 

While watching TV may not 
cause too many problems, the real 
woes begin when the children 
start believing the fantasy world 
they see portrayed. In kungfu 
films, the combatants often leap 
off buildings, crash through doors 
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a n d t a k e t r e m e n d o u s b e a t i n g s 
t h a t l e a v e t h e m , o n l y a l i t t l e w i n d 
e d . 

M o r e a n d m o r e p a r e n t s c o m 
p l a i n t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n a r e i m i 
t a t i n g t h e f a n t a s y s t u n t s a n d a r e 
r i s k i n g i n j u r y , a n d e v e n d e a t h , 
i n t h e p r o c e s s . T h e y b l a m e T V 
s t a t i o n s f o r n o t c o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
s o c i a l e f f e c t s o f t h e p r o g r a m m e s . 

" A c h i l d h a s l i t t l e d i s c e r n i n g 
a b i l i t y , b u t h a s i m i t a t i o n a b i l i t y , " 
s a i d o n e y o u n g m o t h e r i n B e i j i n g . 
" W h e n a b o y s e e s t w o k u n g f u 
a c t o r s b e a t i n g e a c h o t h e r o n t h e 
s c r e e n , h e m a y e m u l a t e t h e m b y 
b e a t i n g h i s c l a s s m a t e s t h e n e x t 
d a y . F a c i n g t h e p r o b l e m , w e 
h a v e t w o r o a d s t o c h o o s e — s t o p 
s h o w i n g a l l k u n f u p r o g r a m m e s , 
o r f o r b i d d i n g y o u r c h i l d r e n f r o m 
w a t c h i n g . A s a m o t h e r , I h a v e 
n o r i g h t t o b a n t h e p r o g r a m m e , 
b u t I c a n t u r n o f f m y T V s e t 
w h e n i t s h o w s k u n g f u . A c t u a l l y , 
t h a t ' s w h a t I h a v e b e e n d o i n g , " 
s h e s a i d . 

M a n y k u n g f u f a n s , h o w e v e r , 
t h i n k i t u n n e c e s s a r y t o b a n t h e 
p r o g r a m m e s . K u n g f u , t h e y s a y , i s 
a b r i g h t g e m i n C h i n a ' s c u l t u r a l 
t r e a s u r y . T h e y a d m i t t h a t k u n g -
f u p r o g r a m m e s m a y h a v e s o m e 
s i d e e f f e c t s o n y o u n g w a t c h e r s , 
b u t t h e y p u t f o r w a r d n o p r a c t i c a l 
m e a s u r e s t o p r e v e n t t h e b a d i n 
f l u e n c e . 

W h i l e k u n g f u i s f a i r l y c o m m o n 
o n T V , i t h a s f l o o d e d t h e p u b 
l i s h i n g i n d u s t r y . A t i d e o f p i c 
t u r e - s t o r y k u n g f u b o o k s a r e s e l l 
i n g w e l l a l l a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 
A c c o r d i n g t o J i a n g W e i p u , c h a i r 
m a n o f t h e C h i n a P i c t u r e - S t o r y 
B o o k R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t i o n , m o s t 
k u n g f u b o o k s a r e s e r i e s c o n s i s t i n g 
o f m o r e t h a n 1 0 v o l u m e s , a n d 
e a c h s e r i e s a t t r a c t s l i t e r a l l y m i l 
l i o n s o f r e a d e r s . 

Huo Yuanjia, p u b l i s h e d s i m 
u l t a n e o u s l y b y f i v e p u b l i s h i n g 
h o u s e s , h a s s o l d 2 8 m i l l i o n c o p i e s . 
A s a r e s u l t o f t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f 
k u n g f u , J i a n g s a i d , m a n y p a r e n t s 

c a n f i n d n o o t h e r b o o k s s u i t a b l e 
f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

" S o m e p u b l i s h i n g h o u s e s a r e 
s e e k i n g p r o f i t s w h i l e i g n o r i n g 
j u s t i c e , " J i a n g c o m p l a i n e d . H e 
s a i d s o m e b o o k s a r e " o d d a n d i n 
c r e d i b l e , " " f u l l o f f e u d a l i s t i c c o n 
t e n t s . " H e n o t e d t h a t p i c t u r e -
s t o r y b o o k s , a k i n d o f l i t e r a r y 
c o m i c b o o k c o m m o n a l l o v e r 
C h i n a , h a v e p r o v i d e d m i l l i o n s o f 
r e a d e r s w i t h a r t i s t i c e n t e r t a i n 
m e n t . M o s t c h i l d r e n s t a r t o u t 
r e a d i n g s u c h b o o k s . " I f a p u b 
l i s h e r o n l y s e e k s m o n e y a n d 
f o r g e t s h i s d u t y a s a ' s o u l e n 
g i n e e r , ' h e w i l l c e r t a i n l y b r i n g 
h a r m t o o u r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n , " 
h e s a i d . 

Hotel Growth 
Shows Imbalance 

W h i l e m o s t c o m m o n h o t e l s i n 
C h i n a a r e o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h C h i 
n e s e t o u r i s t s , t h e l u x u r y h o t e l s 
b u i l t t o h o u s e f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s a r e 
o f t e n p a r t i a l l y e m p t y , a s i g n t h a t 
t h e l u x u r y h o t e l m a r k e t i s 
s a t u r a t e d . 

M o s t C h i n e s e t r a v e l l e r s h a v e 
a m a z i n g t a l e s t o t e l l a b o u t t r y i n g 
t o f i n d a h o t e l r o o m . T h e o l d 
s a y i n g — y o u a r e c o m f o r t a b l e a s 
l o n g a s a t h o u s a n d d a y s i f y o u 
s t a y a t h o m e , b u t y o u m e e t d i f 
f i c u l t i e s e v e r y w h e r e i f y o u g o o u t 
o n l y o n e d a y — s u m s u p t h e c u r 
r e n t s i t u a t i o n . 

A C h i n e s e t o u r i s t i s l u c k y t o 
f i n d a b e d i n t h e c o r r i d o r o f a 
h o t e l a f t e r r e p e a t e d l y r u n n i n g 
i n t o " F u l l H o u s e " b o a r d s . " I t i s 
b e t t e r i f y o u h a v e r e l a t i v e s l i v i n g 
i n t h e c i t y y o u a r e g o i n g t o , " s a i d 
C h e n X i n g r o n g , a n o f f i c i a l o f t h e 
S e r v i c e B u r e a u u n d e r t h e M i n i s t r y 
o f C o m m e r c e . " O t h e r w i s e , y o u 
w i l l h a v e a h a r d t i m e f i n d i n g a 
p l a c e t o p a s s t h e n i g h t . " S o m e 
t i m e s , h e a d d e d , p e o p l e m u s t 
s l e e p i n r a i l w a y s t a t i o n w a i t i n g 

(Continued on p. 14.) 

C h i n a & t h e W o r l d 

Good W i s h e s to Gromyko 

C h i n e s e P r e s i d e n t L i 
X i a n n i a n a n d N a t i o n a l P e o 
p l e ' s C o n g r e s s S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n P e n g 
Z h e n o n J u l y 3 s e n t a c o n 
g r a t u l a t o r y m e s s a g e t o 
A n d r e i G r o m y k o o n h i s 
e l e c t i o n a s p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
P r e s i d i u m o f t h e S u p r e m e 
S o v i e t T h e y w i s h e d G r o 
m y k o n e w s u c c e s s i n h i s 
p o s t . 

Direct China-Indonesia 
Trade Established 

T r a d e d e l e g a t i o n s f r o m 
C h i n a a n d I n d o n e s i a r e 
c e n t l y s i g n e d a m e m o r a n 
d u m o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g o n 
d i r e c t t r a d e b e t w e e n t h e i 
t w o c o u n t r i e s . T h e a g r e e 
m e n t i s e x p e c t e d t o b r i n g 
a n e n d t o i n d i r e c t t r a d i n g 
b y t h e i w o c o u n t r i e s 
t h r o u g h a t h i r d p a r l y . I t i s 
a l s o r e g a r d e d a s a m a j o r 
b r e a k t h r o u g h i n r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e c o u n t r i e s , 
w h i c h s u s p e n d e d d i p l o m a t i c 
r e l a t i o n s 1 8 y e a r s a g o . 

Astronaut Flies " H o m e " 

U n i t e d S t a t e s s c i e n t i s t 
T a y l o r W a n g , I h e f i r s t s p a c e 
t r a v e l l e r b o r n i n C h i n a , a r 
r i v e d i n B e i j i n g o n J u l y 6 
o n a t w o - w e e k t o u r o f C h i 
n a a s t h e g u e s i o f t h e 
M i n i s t r y o f t h e A s t r o n a u t i c s 
I n d u s t r y . H i s w i l d a n d t w o 
s o n s w e r e t r a v e l l i n g w i t h 
h i m . 

W a n g , 4 4 . e m i g r a t e d t o 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 2 0 y e a r s 
a g o f r o m T a i w a n . H e n o w 
w o r k s a t a j e t - p r o p u l s i o n 
l a b o r a t o r y I n C a l i f o r n i a a n d 
h a s d e v o t e d U ) y e a r s o f h i s 
l i f e l o a n e x p e r i m e n t a b o u t 
t h e n i o v e m e n i o f f l u i d s i n 
t h e w e i g h t l e s s e n v i r o n m e n t 
o f s p a c e . 
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INTERNATIONAL 

A r a b Countries 

Hard Times Spark Readjustment 
To deal with current economic difficulties, many Arab 
countries have taken major steps to readjust their 
economies. 

by JIANG H O N G 
IVT" ITH increasing economic dif-

ficulties at liome and abroad, 
many Arab countries have adopt
ed measures to readjust their 
economies. 

The 21 Arab countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa can 
be divided into two types — oil-
producing and non-oil-producing 
countries. The former, with their 
petroleum dollars, are much richer 
than the latter. However, almost 
all the Arab countries are raw-
material producers and exporters, 
whether it be oil or other products. 
The Western economy has been 
sluggish over the past five years, 
and, as a result, demand for oil 
has fallen. Oil prices have dropped 
and prices for other primary prod
ucts have also been weak. Mean
while, prices for industrial prod
ucts and foodstuffs, which these 
countries import from the West, 
have climbed steadily. In addi
tion, the Iraq-Iran war and Leba
non's crisis have played havoc 
with the Middle East economy. 
Under such circumstances, the 
Arab countries have found them
selves in economic trouble. 

Mounting foreign debts are com
mon to most Arab countries. Ac
cording to statistics compiled by 
the Bahrain-based Gulf Interna
tional Bank, the aggregate foreign 
debt of the Arab countries in 1983 
was US$100 billion, nearly 20 

times the 1970 debt. The combined 
foreign debt of Iraq, Egypt, Alge
ria, Morocco, the Sudan and three 
other countries reached US$94 
billion. 

The Gulf countries, with their 
rich oil deposits, have come to 
know prosperity. By the end of 
1983, these countries had deposited 
US$350 billion in the United States 
and West European banks. Never
theless, these countries hit rocky 
times when oil prices plummeted. 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait and Qatar all 
had budget deficits in 1982. When 
oil income was cut in half in 1983, 
they had to reclaim about US$42 
billion of their investments to 
make up their deficits. 

Egypt, with the largest popula
tion in the Arab world, will see 
its income from labour service, 
tourism, oil and shipping drop in 
the 1985-86 financial year. The 
Sudan has suffered from the 
widespread famine. And Mauri
tania's grain output has met only 
6 percent of the country's need for 
the past three years, vvhile 70 per
cent of its livestock have died. 

Facing this bleak situation, the 
Arab countries have taken meas
ures to readjust their economies. 

First, governments are cutting 
back on major construction proj
ects. In the late 1970s, the oil-
producing countries used their 
newfound wealth to launch a se
ries of huge construction projects. 

With the changed situation, rich 
countries like Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and United Arab Emirates 
are finishing the current projects 
but cutting back on new ones. In 
Saudi Arabia's fourth Five-Year 
Plan (1985-1989), projects will be 
reduced by 2.8 percent each year. 
Other oil-producing countries, in
cluding Libya, Syria, Qatar and 
Bahrain, have dramatically reduced 
the number of new construction 
projects. 

Second, Arab countries are re
ducing expenditures, cutting wel
fare funds and eliminating foreign 
employees. These countries have 
scaled back spending on public 
projects and reduced or cancelled 
commodity subsidies. The Gulf 
countries have laid off 700,000 
foreign workers and will send 
home another 300,000 foreign 
workers this year. Another 1 mil
lion foreign workers are to be 
dismissed over the next five 
years. 

Third, Arab nations plan to re
duce imports and change their ex
port structure. Almost every Arab 
country relies on one or two ma
jor exports. The oil-producing 
countries, naturally, export petro
leum. Mauritania exports iron ore. 
Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia ex
port phosphates. Egypt, the 
Sudan and the People's Democrat
ic Republic of Yemen export cot
ton, while Somalia and the Sudan 
export livestock. These traditional 
export items account for 98 per
cent of the Arab world's exports. 
In the past, almost all Arab ex
ports were raw materials, but coun
tries are now looking to increase 
the number of manufactured ex
ports. Some oil-exporting coun
tries have built their own oil re
fineries and chemical works. The 
European Community estimates 
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t h a t t h e o i l r e f i n i n g c a p a c i t y o f t h e 
s i x G u l f c o u n t r i e s a n d L i b y a w i l l 
r e a c h 5 5 0 m i l l i o n t o n s a y e a r 
w i t h i n f i v e y e a r s , e q u a l t o W e s t 
e r n E u r o p e ' s c u r r e n t r e f i n i n g 
c a p a c i t y . 

T h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s s p e n d a n 
e s t i m a t e d U S $ 3 5 b i l l i o n i m p o r t i n g 
g r a i n e a c h y e a r . T h e i m p o r t e d 
w h e a t m e e t s h a l f t h e A r a b w o r l d ' s 
n e e d s a n d t h e i m p o r t e d s u g a r , e d i 
b l e o i l , m i l k a n d m e a t m a k e u p 
9 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
T h o s e A r a b c o u n t r i e s w i t h v i a b l e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d h a v e b e g u n t o 
s t r e s s t h e n e e d t o d e v e l o p f a r m i n g 
a n d a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e s t r e n g t h e n e d r e g i o n a l t r a d e 

E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y 

by MU FANGSHUN 

T H E E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y ' s 
( E C ) r e c e n t s u m m i t m e e t i n g 

i g n o r e d t h e f i n a n c i a l d i s p u t e s o f 
t h e p a s t a n d f o c u s e d o n p r o p o s a l s 
f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a E u r o p e a n p o l i t i 
c a l u n i o n . T h o u g h t h e J u n e 2 8 - 2 9 
m e e t i n g i n M i l a n s a w h e a t e d d e 
b a t e , t h e r e w a s n o m a j o r p r o g r e s s 
t o w a r d s s u c h a u n i o n . 

T h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y h a s , 
a t t i m e s , s e e m e d l i k e a f a m i l y 
d i v i d e d . D i s p u t e s o v e r s u r p l u s 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s a n d b u d g e t s 
h a v e b e e n c o m m o n ; p r o t e c t i o n i s t 
b a r r i e r s h a v e p r e v e n t e d c o m m o d i 
t i e s f r o m c i r c u l a t i n g f r e e l y w i t h i n 
t h e c o m m u n i t y ; s i n g l e d i s s e n t e r s 
h a v e v e t o e d m a n y i m p o r t a n t p o l i 
c i e s ; a n d t h e r e h a s b e e n l a c k o f 
p o l i t i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
m e m b e r s . 

A l l o f t h e s e f a c t s h a v e d i s r u p t e d 
t h e u n i o n a n d p r e v e n t e d t h e c o m -

a n d e c o n o m i c t i e s . D e l e g a t e s t o t h e 
s i x t h m e e t i n g o n t h e A r a b i n d u s t r y 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t h e l d i n B a g h d a d , 
c a p i t a l o f I r a q , l a s t O c t o b e r a p 
p r o v e d p l a n s f o r b u i l d i n g f o u r p a n -
A r a b m a n u f a c t u r i n g p l a n t s , a n d 
m o r e t h a n 4 0 0 c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o j 
e c t s a r e i n t h e p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s . 

T h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s h a v e h u g e 
l a n d a r e a s a n d t h e i r e c o n o m i e s a r e 
n o t e v e n . T h e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e y 
e n c o u n t e r d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d o f 
e c o n o m i c a d j u s t m e n t a r e d i f f e r e n t 
C o u n t r i e s w i t h o u t e n o u g h n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s a n d t h o s e e n m e s h e d i n 
w a r h a v e m o r e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a n 
o t h e r s . D e s p i t e t h e r o u g h r o a d 
a h e a d , t h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d 
o v e r c o m e t h e i r p r o b l e m s a n d f i n d 
p r o s p e r i t y i n t h e f u t u r e . 

m u n i t y f r o m l i v i n g u p t o i t s h u g e 
p o t e n t i a l . F a c e d t o d a y w i t h s t i f T 
c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a n d J a p a n , t h e c h a l l e n g e o f r a p i d 
l y c h a n g i n g t e c h n o l o g y a n d t h e 
t h r e a t t o p e a c e b y t h e e s c a l a t i n g 
U S - S o v i e t a r m s r a c e , E u r o p e ' s 
l e a d e r s s e n s e t h a t t h e y m u s t p u l l 
t o g e t h e r t o p r o s p e r . T h e r e f o r e , 
t h e y m u s t r e f o r m t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s 
p o l i c i e s , s y s t e m s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s t o 
m a k e t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a p o l i t i c a l 
e n t i t y . 

D u r i n g t h e l a t e - J u n e s u m m i t , E C 
l e a d e r s s e r i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d f o r g i n g 
a E u r o p e a n u n i o n . T h e y a i r e d 
t h e i r v i e w s o n w h a t t h e u n i o n 
s h o u l d b e a n d h o w i t s h o u l d t a k e 
s h a p e . W i t h t h e i r d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i 
c a l a n d e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n s , t h e 
v i e w s , o f c o u r s e , v a r i e d s u b s t a n 
t i a l l y . 

E x p r e s s i n g e n o r m o u s e n 
t h u s i a s m f o r t h e e a r l y e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f a u n i o n , I t a l y , B e l g i u m 
a n d t h e N e t h e r l a n d s h o p e d t h a t t h e 

M i l a n m e e t i n g w i l l p r o v e t o b e 
t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r E u r o p e a n 
r e j u v e n a t i o n . T h e y s u g g e s t e d 
a m e n d i n g t h e 2 8 - y e a r - o I d T r e a t y 
o f R o m e t o r e f l e c t t h e c u r r e n t 
s t a t u s o f E u r o p e a n d e v e l o p m e n t . 
T h e y w o u l d l i k e t o s e e t h e E u r o 
p e a n P a r l i a m e n t g r a n t e d l e g i s l a 
t i v e a n d p o l i c y - m a k i n g p o w e r . A n d 
t h e y a l s o p r o p o s e d e l i m i n a t i n g t h e 
v e t o , s o t h a t E C v o t e s c o u l d p a s s 
w i t h a s i m p l e m a j o r i t y . 

F r a n c e a n d W e s t G e r m a n y 
a l s o a d v o c a t e d t h e e a r l y e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f a u n i o n . B u t t h e d r a f t 
t r e a t y f o r E u r o p e a n u n i o n t h e y 
p r o p o s e d p u t s m o r e s t r e s s o n 
p o l i t i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d r e f l e c t s 
t h e i r c a u t i o n a b o u t i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
r e f o r m s . 

T h r o u g h c o n s u l t a t i o n s , t h e s e 
f i v e u n i o n a d v o c a t e s f i n a l l y 
r e a c h e d a g r e e m e n t , w h i l e B r i t a i n , 
G r e e c e a n d D e n m a r k r e j e c t e d 
p r o p o s a l s t o a m e n d t h e T r e a t y o f 
R o m e . T h e l a t t e r i n s i s t e d o n p e r 
f e c t i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y w i t h i n t h e 
R o m a n T r e a t y a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
c o - o p e r a t i o n a m o n g m e m b e r s t a t e s . 

T h e s u m m i t f a i l e d t o p r o d u c e 
a n a g r e e m e n t o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e 
f o r m d u e t o d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
t h e m e m b e r s . H o w e v e r , o b s e r v e r s 
r e g a r d t h e s u m m i t n o t a s a f a i l u r e , 
b u t a s a s t a r t i n g p o i n t o n t h e p a t h 
t o a n e w E u r o p e a n u n i o n . 

I n f a c t , b e c a u s e o f t h e h o p e f o r 
f u r t h e r c o - o p e r a t i o n , t h e E C m e m 
b e r s p a s s e d s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t r e 
s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g o n e e x p r e s s i n g 
t h e i r s u p p o r t f o r a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
E u r o p e a n d o n e c a l l i n g f o r a 
u n i f i e d i n t e r n a l m a r k e t b y 1 9 9 2 . 
T h e E C l e a d e r s a l s o s h o w e d t h e i r 
s u p p o r t f o r E u r e k a b y a g r e e i n g t o 
f o r m a s p e c i a l c o m m i s s i o n t o 
s t u d y t h i s F r e n c h - p r o p o s e d E u r 
o p e a n h i g h - t e c h r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t . 

T h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s e r e 
s o l u t i o n s w i l l d o u b t l e s s c r e a t e 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r r e a l i z i n g a E u r o 
p e a n u n i o n i n a g r a d u a l w a y . 

Working Towards Political Union 
Though no breakthroughs occurred, the 10 leaders at 
the recent European Community summit continued work
ing towards forming a European political union. 
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U N E S C O 

Steering Clear of the Storm 
Rocked by the defection of the United States and the 
threatened boycott of Britain, UNESCO sought to regroup 
at a recent planning meeting. 

by LU MINGZHU 

WHEN the United States pulled 
out of the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) at the 
beginning of 1985, reducing 
UNESCO's funding by one-fourth 
in the process, things looked bleak 
for the international development 
group. Soon after the US de
fection, Britain, citing the same 
"political" and management prob
lems as Washington, also threaten
ed to pull out. 

In the wake of the problems, 
the executive council of UNESCO 
held its 121st session May 9-June 
21. And while the members were 
unable to solve all the organiza
tion's woes, they did manage to 
pass a 1986-87 plan, and draft 
budget and discuss ways of im
proving UNESCO's operation. 

Over the past several years the 
United States has led a chorus of 
Western nations in complaining 
about UNESCO. They claimed 
that the agency was mismanaged 
and too politicized. UNESCO 
work on establishing a new world 
press order — a plan criticized by 
the Western media as fostering 
press censorship — raised US com
plaints to threats. And at the first 
of the year the United States car
ried out its threatened abandon
ment of the organization. 

UNESCO pledged to improve 
its operations, but Britain and 
Denmark announced at the recent 
meeting that the reforms have not 
gone far enough. They called for 
specific changes and better budget 
surveillance. 

Most representatives expressed 
satisfaction with the 1986-87 plan 

budget draft, and they agreed 
not to increase the budget while 
consolidating programmes where 
possible. China and other develop
ing countries asked members to 
concentrate on funding the key 
programmes, especially those 
aimed at developing education, 
science and culture in the third 
world. Some Western countries 
suggested curbing UNESCO ac
tivities related to peace, disarma
ment and the establishment of a 
new. world press order. Such is
sues, they argued, are too political 
and inappropriate for a develop
ment agency. But the Soviet re
presentatives insisted on preserving 

I n d o n e s i a 

by LI HONG 

WHILE most countries worry 
about bleak economic pros

pects, Indonesia's economy con
tinues to grow at a phenomenal 
rate. 

Throughout its first and second 
Five-Year-Plan periods between 
1970 and 1979, Indonesia's 
gross national product (GNP) grew 
at an annual average rate of 7.8 
percent. And during the 1980-84 
plan period, despite the world re
cession, its GNP continued to 
grow at an average rate of 6 per
cent. It is expected that the rate 
will be at about 5 percent through 
the end of the 1980s. 

What caused the economic boom 

the peace and disarmament pro
grammes. After much discussion, 
the 50 members of the executive 
council representing 160 countries 
reached a compromise. 

The meeting also discussed ways 
to counter the 1984-85 budget def
icit caused by the US withdrawal. 
Most representatives agreed with 
the settlement plan outlined by 
the secretariat. Prior to the dis
cussions, China and 30 other coun
tries volunteered to make dona
tions to help UNESCO overcome 
its current shortfall. These coun
tries reiterated their support for 
UNESCO and its general princi
ples and expressed their hope that 
the United States will rethink its 
decision and return to the organi
zation as soon as possible. 

Most Paris observers concluded 
that the meeting was a successful 
one. UNESCO members took im
portant steps in solving the organi
zation's problems, but many dif
ferences remain to be settled. 

in Indonesia? First, the nation 
made good use of foreign capital 
and fully exploited its vast oil re
sources. From 1967-81, more than 
US$30 billion in foreign invest
ment helped develop Indonesia's 
oil and gas industry. Oil pro
duction went from 20 million 
tons in 1960 to 42.3 million tons 
in 1970. By 1981 it had reached 
78.8 million tons. 

Indonesia's oil industry plays 
a key role in the nation's economy. 
Oil exports reached 29.9 million 
tons in 1970 and topped 50.2 mil
lion tons in 1981. Oil income over 
the same period rose from US$476 
million to nearly USS15 billion. 
Oil accounted for 66.8 percent of 
the nation's total export value. 

Investment, Oil Fuel Growth 
After more than 10 years of efforts, Indonesia has diver
sified its economy and achieved a degree of economic 
prosperity. 
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A g r i c u l t u r e h a s a l s o d e v e l o p e d 
r a p i d l y . I n d o n e s i a i s a n a g r i c u l 
t u r a l c o u n t r y , w i t h 5 5 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n f a r m i n g . B u t f o r 
y e a r s t h e g r a i n s u p p l y d i d n o t 
m e e t t h e d e m a n d , l e a v i n g t h e n a 
t i o n d e p e n d e n t o n g r a i n i m p o r t s . 
B e t w e e n 1 9 7 3 a n d 1 9 8 3 , U S $ 4 
b i l l i o n w a s s p e n t t o p u r c h a s e 
g r a i n . B e g i n n i n g i n t h e l a t e 1 9 7 0 s , 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t b e g a n c a l l i n g o n 
f a r m e r s t o u s e c h e m i c a l f e r t i l i z e r s 
a n d i m p o r t i n g h i g h - y i e l d r i c e 
s t r a i n s f r o m a b r o a d . A s a r e s u l t , 
g r a i n o u t p u t g r a d u a l l y i n c r e a s e d . 

T h e r i c e h a r v e s t g r e w b y 6 . 1 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 3 a n d 6 . 4 p e r c e n t 
i n 1 9 8 4 , r e a c h i n g 2 5 . 5 m i l l i o n 

t o n s . T h a t w a s 2 6 . 5 p e r c e n t m o r e 
t h a n t h e 1 9 8 0 y i e l d , e n o u g h t o 
m a k e I n d o n e s i a m o r e t h a n s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n t i n g r a i n . 

T h e o i l g l u t o f t h e 1 9 8 0 s h a s 
c a u s e d o i l p r i c e s t o p l u m m e t . A s 
a r e s u l t , I n d o n e s i a ' s o i l i n c o m e 
h a s d e c r e a s e d . T o d i v e r s i f y t h e 
n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
i s m a k i n g a n e f f o r t t o e x p o r t 
m a n u f a c t u r e d g o o d s , f a r m a n d 
f o r e s t p r o d u c t s . T h e t i m b e r i n 
d u s t r y i s a t y p i c a l e x a m p l e . 

I n d o n e s i a i s r i c h i n f o r e s t 
r e s o u r c e s . I t e x p o r t e d m a n y l o g s 
i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s b u t f e w p r o c e s s e d 
t i m b e r p r o d u c t s . I n 1 9 7 9 t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t d r e w u p a p l a n f o r 

f o r e s t d e v e l o p m e n t , e n c o u r a g i n g 
l o g g e r s t o r e p l a c e r a w e x p o r t s 
w i t h p r o c e s s e d p r o d u c t s . M a n y 
p l y w o o d p l a n t s h a v e b e e n s e t u p 
i n r e c e n t y e a r s , a n d n o w p l y w o o d 
i s b e c o m i n g a m a j o r e x p o r t . 
A l t o g e t h e r t h e r e w i l l b e 1 3 0 p l y 
w o o d p l a n t s t h i s y e a r , p r o d u c i n g 
a t o t a l o f 4 . 5 m i l l i o n c u b i c m e t r e s 
o f p l y w o o d . A n d 3 m i l l i o n c u b i c 
m e t r e s o f t h a t t o t a l w i l l b e e x 
p o r t e d . B y 1 9 8 2 , t h e n a t i o n h a d 
b e c o m e A s i a ' s l a r g e s t p l y w o o d 
e x p o r t e r . 

I n d o n e s i a i s a l s o t h e f o u r t h 
l a r g e s t c o f f e e a n d t e a e x p o r t e r i n 
t h e w o r l d . P e r - c a p i t a i n c o m e h a s 
r e a c h e d U S $ 6 0 0 . 

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p . 1 0 . ) 

r o o m s , a n d i t ' s n o t r a r e f o r p e o 
p l e t o c a m p o u t o n t h e s t r e e t s . 

M e a n w h i l e , h u n d r e d s o f b e d s 
i n t o p - c l a s s h o t e l s r e m a i n e m p t y . 
T h e r e a s o n s , s a i d C h e n , a r e t h a t 
s u c h h o t e l s h a v e b e e n o v e r b u i l t 
a n d m o s t C h i n e s e c a n ' t a f f o r d 
t h e m . I n a d d i t i o n , m a n y o v e r s e a s 
v i s i t o r s p r e f e r t o s t a y i n l e s s e x 
p e n s i v e h o t e l s . 

T h e p r o b l e m i s i l l u s t r a t e d b y 
t h e s i t u a t i o n i n H a n g z h o u , a 
f a m o u s s c e n i c c i t y i n Z h e j i a n g 
P r o v i n c e . T h e c i t y r e c e i v e d a b o u t 
1 3 m i l l i o n d o m e s t i c v i s i t o r s a n d 

n e a r l y 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 o v e r s e a s g u e s t s 
l a s t y e a r . D u r i n g t h e y e a r , t h e 
c i t y ' s c o m m o n h o t e l s w e r e f i l l e d 
t o 1 2 0 - 1 5 2 p e r c e n t c a p a c i t y — 
t h a t i s , t h e r e w e r e p e o p l e s l e e p 
i n g i n t e m p o r a r y b e d s i n h a l l 
w a y s a n d s t o r a g e r o o m s a l m o s t 
e v e r y n i g h t . I n c o n t r a s t , t h e o c 
c u p a n c y r a t e i n t h e f i v e h o t e l s 
t h a t c a t e r t o o v e r s e a s v i s i t o r s w a s 
o n l y 4 2 . 8 p e r c e n t . T h e p e r c e n t a g e 
w e n t u p t o 8 1 . 9 p e r c e n t a f t e r 
t h e y b e g a n t a k i n g i n C h i n e s e 
t o u r i s t s . 

M a n y c i t i e s , h o w e v e r , a r e 
s t i l l b u i l d i n g m o r e t o p - c l a s s 
h o t e l s . A b o u t 2 4 , 0 0 0 n e w r o o m s 
a r e p l a n n e d i n B e i j i n g . S h a n g h a i 

i s a d d i n g 2 0 , 0 0 0 r o o m s w i t h i n 
t h r e e y e a r s a n d X i a n h a s s i g n e d 
a U S $ 3 5 0 m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t t o 
b u i l d m o r e l u x u r y h o t e l s . 

B e i j i n g n o w h a s a b o u t 1 3 , 0 0 0 
r o o m s f o r f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s , c a p a b l e 
o f t a k i n g i n 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 y e a r l y . B u t 
o n l y 5 0 9 , 0 0 0 v i s i t e d t h e c a p i t a l i n 
1 9 8 3 . S o m e e x p e r t s p r e d i c t t h a t 
b y 1 9 9 0 t h e r e w i l l b e 3 8 , 0 0 0 
r o o m s , c a p a b l e o f r e c e i v i n g m o r e 
t h a n 3 m i l l i o n o v e r s e a s t o u r j s t s 
a y e a r . B u t t h e S t a t e T o u r i s m 
B u r e a u a n d t h e B e i j i n g M u n i c i p a l 
T o u r i s m B u r e a u e s t i m a t e t h a t t h e 
n u m b e r o f f o r e i g n t o u r i s t s w i l l 
n o t e x c e e d 1 . 6 5 m i l l i o n . E v e n s o , 
t h e t o u r i s m d e p a r t m e n t s c o n t i n u e 
t o p l a n m o r e l u x u r y h o t e l s . 

" I d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w h y p e o p l e 
a r e r u s h i n g t o b u i l d s u c h h o t e l s , " 
s a i d C h e n . " W e h a v e e n o u g h . 
W h y n o t i n v e s t t o b u i l d t h e m i d 
d l e - l e v e l h o t e l s t h a t b o t h C h i n e s e 
a n d f o r e i g n e r s a r e c r y i n g f o r ? " h e 
a s k e d . 

C h e n s a i d t h e r e a r e a b o u t 6 
m i l l i o n h o t e l b e d s i n C h i n a , i n 
c l u d i n g 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n B e i j i n g . B u t 
t h e r e a r e 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 - 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 n o n 
r e s i d e n t s i n t h e c a p i t a l e v e r y d a y . 
H o t e l a s s i s t a n t s h e a r t h e c o m 
p l a i n s d a i l y . A n d t h e y f i n d n o 
s o l a c e i n t h e n e w s r e p o r t s a b o u t 

n e w f i r s t - c l a s s h o t e l s o p e n i n g . 
" A h u n d r e d J i a n g u o H o t e l s a n d 
G r e a t W a l l H o t e l s ( t w o t o p B e i 
j i n g h o t e l s ) a r e m e a n i n g l e s s t o 
m e , " s a i d o n e w o r k e r . 

C h e n s a i d t h a t b o t h d o m e s t i c 
a n d o v e r s e a s v i s i t o r s w o u l d l i k e 
t o s e e m o r e d o u b l e r o o m s w i t h a 
t o i l e t , w h i c t i c o s t a b o u t 2 0 y u a n 
a d a y . " B u t , t h e r e i s a n e x t r e m e 
s h o r t a g e o f s u c h r o o m s , " h e 
s i g h e d . L u x u r y h o t e l s o f t e n r u n 
m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 y u a n a n i g h t , 
w i t h s o m e c o s t i n g t w o o r t h r e e 
t i m e s t h a t a m o u n t . 

T h e o f f i c i a l s a i d h e a n d h i s 
b u r e a u c a n d o l i t t l e t o i m p r o v e 
t h e p r e s e n t i m b a l a n c e . " Y o u c a n 
w o r k o u t t h e p l a n s t o b u i l d t h e 
n e e d e d h o t e l s , b u t w h o a r r a n g e s 
t h e p r o j e c t s ? " h e a s k e d . H e s a i d 
t h e r e a r e f i v e s e p a r a t e d e p a r t 
m e n t s w h i c h s h a r e c o n t r o l o v e r 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s h o t e l s . T h e l a c k o f 
c e n t r a l i z e d m a n a g e m e n t i n h o t e l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s p a r t l y t o b l a m e 
f o r t h e p r o b l e m , h e s a i d . 

C h e n b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e i s s u a n c e 
o f a c o m m e r c e l a w w i l l h e l p i m 
p r o v e t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h e l a w w i l l 
s t i p u l a t e w h i c h d e p a r t m e n t w i l l 
m a n a g e a l l h o t e l s . B u t , h e a d d e d , 
s u c h a l a w w i l l n o t b e i m p l e m e n t 
e d t h i s y e a r . 
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Smedley, Strong, Snow 
From People to People 

Bridge Builders 

T h e three famous A m e r i c a n journalists and social activists — Agnes 
Smedley ( 1 8 9 2 - 1 9 5 0 ) . A n n a Louise Strong ( 1 8 8 5 - 1 9 7 0 ) and Edgar Snow 
( 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 7 2 ) — were close friends of the Chinese people. T h r o u g h their 
work, they helped promote understanding and friendship between C h i n a 
and the rest of the world. 

I s r a e l Epstein, author of the f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e , is vice-president of 
the Smedley, Strong and Snow Society of C h i n a , which was founded last 
September. B o r n i n Poland, Epstein grew up i n C h i n a . Since the 
beginning of W o r l d W a r 11, he has worked as a j o u r n a l i s t i n C h i n a and 
the U n i t e d States. H e knew Smedley, Strong and Snow personally. 
Since 1 9 5 1 he has worked with " C h i n a Reconstructs," the magazine 
founded by Soong C h i n g L i n g . H e is now e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f of the monthly. 
— Ed. 

TH E w e l l - k n o w n w r i t e r A g n e s 
S m e d l e y w a s a d a u g h t e r o f 

t h e A m e r i c a n e a r t h — t h a t i s , o f 
t h e A m e r i c a n w o r k i n g p e o p l e . A 
s t a u n c h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , s h e w a s , 
a n a r d e n t f r i e n d o f t h e C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e a n d g a v e h e r b e s t y e a r s t o 
t h e i r f i g h t f o r l i b e r a t i o n . 

I t m a y b e i n s t r u c t i v e t o d r a w 
s o m e c o m p a r i s o n s a n d c o n t r a s t s 
b e t w e e n S m e d l e y a n d t w o o t h e r 
d e v o t e d A m e r i c a n f r i e n d s o f 
C h i n a — E d g a r S n o w a n d A n n a 
L o u i s e S t r o n g . 

F i r s t , t h e y g r e w u p i n w i d e l y 
d i f f e r i n g c l a s se s o f A m e r i c a n s o 
c i e t y . S e c o n d , t h e t h i n k i n g o f a l l 

t h r e e h a d i t s r o o t s i n p r o g r e s s i v e 
a s p e c t s o f A m e r i c a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d t h o u g h , i n c l u d i n g n a t i v e so 
c i a l i s t i d e a s , w h o s e e x i s t e n c e a n d 
i n f l u e n c e o v e r a l o n g p e r i o d o f 
A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y i s t o o o f t e n 
i g n o r e d . T h i r d , t h e c u r r e n t s o f 
h i s t o r y b r o u g h t t h e m a l l t o C h i n a 
w h e r e t h e y w e r e i r r e s i s t i b l y d r a w n 
t o h e r r e v o l u t i o n , l e d b y t h e C h i 
n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . 

T o u n d e r s t a n d t h e s e t h r e e f a c 
t o r s m a y h e l p t o u n d e r s t a n d n o t 
o n l y S m e d l e y , S t r o n g a n d S n o w 
b u t s o m e t h i n g w i d e r — t h e c o n 
v e r g e n c e o f w h a t i s p o s i t i v e a n d 
f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g i n b o t h t h e C h i -

Agnes Smedley (first from left), Lu Xun (first from right) and others visit 
Soong Ching Ling (third from left) at her home in February 1933. 

n e s e a n d t h e A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n s 
t o f o r m a k e y r o o t o f f r i e n d s h i p 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o p e o p l e s . T h i s 
i s n o t o n l y a f a c t o f e x p e r i e n c e , 
b u t v i t a l t o b u i l d i n g t h e f u t u r e , 
a t r u e f r i e n d s h i p . 

S m e d l e y w a s b o r n i n 1 8 9 2 i n 
S t . J o s e p h , M i s s o u r i i n a p o o r , d e 
p r i v e d s e c t i o n o f t h e U S w o r k i n g 
c l a s s — t h e m i g r a n t l a b o u r o f t h e 
w e s t e r n U n i t e d S t a t e s o f t h e i r 
t i m e . H e r a n c e s t r y w e n t b a c k t o 
t h e p i o n e e r s e t t l e r s , a n d e a r l i e r , 
as s h e h a d A m e r i c a n I n d i a n f o r e 
b e a r s . S h e g r e w u p i n g r i n d i n g 
p o v e r t y . H e r f a t h e r , a n u n s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r e r i n R o c k e f e l l e r - o w n e d 
m i n e s i n C o l o r a d o , w a s f r e q u e n t l y 
u n e m p l o y e d a n d s o u g h t r e f u g e i n 
d r i n k . H e r m o t h e r , w h o t o o k i n 
w a s h i n g , d i e d y o u n g f r o m f a t i g u e 
a n d m a l n o u r i s h m e n t . A n a u n t w a s 
f o r c e d i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n . A b r o t h e r , 
a b u i l d i n g l a b o u r e r , w a s k i l l e d i n 
a w o r k a c c i d e n t . A s a g i r l , s h e d i d 
h e a v y , u n d e r p a i d t o i l . E d u c a t i o n a l 
l y , s h e n e v e r g o t a c h a n c e t o f i n i s h 
e v e n p r i m a r y s c h o o l , t h o u g h s h e 
l a t e r m a n a g e d t o g e t t r a i n i n g a s 
a j u n i o r t e a c h e r a n d a u d i t s o m e 
c o l l e g e c o u r s e s . S m e d l e y t a u g h t 
h e r s e l f , a m i d h u n g e r a n d c e a s e l e s s 
e f f o r t . 

S t r o n g , b o r n i n N e b r a s k a i n 
1 8 8 5 , s p r a n g f r o m t h e o p p o s i t e 

e n d o f t h e U S s c a l e , i t s e q u i v a l e n t 
o f a s o c i a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d r e l i g 
i o u s a r i s t o c r a c y . F o r 2 0 0 y e a r s 
e v e r y g e n e r a t i o n o f h e r f a m i l y h a d 
i n c l u d e d c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s . E v e n 
b e f o r e h e r t e e n s , s h e h a d t r a v e l l e d 
t o s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s a n d l e a r n t 
s e v e r a l l a n g u a g e s . B y a g e 2 3 s h e 
h a d h e r P h . D . 

S n o w , b o r n i n K a n s a s c i t y i n 
1 9 0 5 , c a m e f r o m i n - b e t w e e n , f r o m 
" m i d d l e A m e r i c a , " s o c i a l l y a n d 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y . S o n o f a p r i n t e r , 
h e w a s a t t r a c t e d t o n e w s p a p e r s 
f r o m c h i l d h o o d a n d i n h i s y o u t h 
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took a college course in journalism 
which he did not complete. 

In their three very different 
families, however, there lived one 
vital American heritage — oppos
ing and defying reactionary op
pression and injustice. Smedley 
inherited the anger of generations 
of the poor towards the rich and 
powerful who lived off others ' 
labour. Strong's ancestors, in pre-
indenpendence America, had 
risked their lives to shelter fugi
tive regicides — Oliver Crom
well's revolutionary judges who in 
England's civil war of the 1640s 
had voted to behead King Charles 
I, and who were mercilessly hunt
ed down after the monarchy was 
restored. 'Her ancestors and Snow's 
had fought in the American Rev
olution and participated in and 
sympathized with struggles against 
black slavery. 

As for personal development, 
Smedley, by her 20s, had broaden
ed her political understanding to 
the point of opposing US partici
pation in World War 1 as having 
nothing to do with the interests 
of America's working people. She 
welcomed the Russian October 
Revolution of 1917, and actively 
helped some of India's independ
ence fighters then in the United 
States. Also, from her student 
days, she met and was influenced 
by American socialists. 

Strong began with welfare 
work for poor children and recent 
immigrants, then frequent among 
well-to-do liberal women in the 
United States, But she went farth
er to identification with the work
ing people and to socialist ideas. 
She, too, opposed World War 1, 
hailed the October Revolution. In 
1919 she took a prominent part 
in the great Seattle general strike, 
the first of its kind in the United 
States, by editing its militant news
paper. 

Snow, who was much younger, 
had no discernible links to the 

Moo Zedong met with Anno Louise Strong in Beijing in November 1965. 

working class struggles in the 
United States. But he too was in
fluenced very early by native 
American socialist literature. 
Probably around 1920, he read 
Edward Bellamy's Utopian socialist 
novel Looking Backward, which 
Strong had read in 1898, at age 
14. With both it was a favourite 
book (its title comes from its be
ing set in a future socialist USA, 
from which the capitalist past is 
recalled.) 

It was through increasing parti
cipation in organized American 
mass movements that Strong came 
to identify with proletarian 
and national-liberation revolutions. 
This attitude accompanied her to 
the Soviet Union, where she lived 
and worked, and then to China. 

Smedley's identification began 
with her devout feelings for her 
own class in America, and rebell
iousness against its terrible pover
ty. These feelings, broadening 
through involvement with revolu

tionaries in India and Germany 
and with the struggle to build a 
new society in the Soviet Union, 
brought her finally and decisively 
to China in 1928. 

Snow, who had no past contact 
with or participation in American 
workers ' movement, also came to 
China in 1928. At about the same 
time he first visited India, where 
he met and found and admired its 
independence fighters. For Snow 
one deciding factor was his sharp 
aversion to colonialism and com
passion for its victims. He firmly 
believed that all nations had the 
right to the same independence the 
Americans had once fought for and 
to the basic guarantees of life. He 
was deeply shocked by the arro
gance of the domineering foreign-
ners when he first arrived in 
Shanghai. A subsequent trip to 
northwestern China, then plagued 
by a famine which killed millions, 
and seeing the murderous ex
ploitation of child tin-miners in 
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Y u n n a n P r o v i n c e , w e r e e v e n 
m o r e t r a u m a t i c . H i s p e r c e p t i o n s 
b r o a d e n e d . H e d i d n o t b e c o m e a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a n d c o u l d see t h e 
r e a s o n f o r , a n d s y m p a t h i z e w i t h , 
r e v o l u t i o n s b o t h n a t i o n a l a n d 
s o c i a l . 

S t r o n g w a s t h e f i r s t t o se t f o o t 
o n C h i n a i n 1 9 2 5 . a n d a g a i n i n 
1 9 2 7 . A p a r t f r o m t h e g r o w i n g 
C h i n e s e r e v o l u t i o n , s h e h a d a n 
e a r l i e r p a s s i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . O b e r l i n C o l l e g e , h e r 
a l m a m a t e r , h a d a n u m b e r o f C h i 
n e s e s t u d e n t s ( i n c l u d i n g H . H . 
K u n g , w h o l a t e r b e c a m e a t y c o o n 
a n d K u o m i n t a n g f i n a n c e m i n i s t e r ) 
a n d m a i n t a i n e d a m i s s i o n a r y c a m 
p u s i n T a i g u , S h a n x i P r o v i n c e . 
S t r o n g , w h i l e s t i l l r e l i g i o u s l y 
m i n d e d , h a d c o n s i d e r e d w o r k i n g 
t h e r e . 

S m e d l e y , b e f o r e c o m i n g , h a d 
m e t l e f t - w i n g C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s i n 
G e r m a n y . 

S n o w w o r k e d h i s w a y t o C h i n a 
as a s a i l o r , n o t a p p a r e n t l y h a v i n g 
k n o w n a n y C h i n e s e p e o p l e . B u t 
t h e r e w a s a f a m i l y m e m o r y o f a n 
a n c e s t o r . C a p t a i n S a m u e l S n o w , 
w h o s a i l e d t o C h i n a w i t h a c a r g o 
i n 1 7 9 4 . 

T h e d e c i s i v e f a c t o r f o r a l l , 
h o w e v e r , w a s t h e o n g o i n g C h i n e s e 
r e v o l u t i o n , l e d b y t h e C o m m u n 
i s t s . W i t h o u t t h i s , t h e w o e s a n d 
i n i q u i t i e s o f o l d C h i n a m i g h t a l s o 
h a v e a r o u s e d t h e i r b u r n i n g p i t y 
a n d w r a t h . B u t t h e n t h e y w o u l d 
h a v e h a d n o e f f e c t i v e n e w f o r c e 
t o s u p p o r t , n o r a n y b a s i s f o r c o n 
f i d e n c e i n t h e v i c t o r i o u s r e b i r t h 
o f t h i s g r e a t n a t i o n a n d p e o p l e . 

W h o w e r e t h e C h i n e s e w h o i n 
f l u e n c e d t h e m ? M a o Z e d o n g , 
Z h o u E n l a i , Z h u D e , P e n g D e h u a i 
a n d s o m e p e o p l e a t l o w e r l e v e l s I n 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d t h e 
a r m y . A n d , b e f o r e e n c o u n t e r i n g 
a n y o f t h e s e , t h e y h a d m e t S o o n g 
C h i n g L i n g , L u X u n a n d o t h e r r e 
v o l u t i o n a r i e s a n d p r o g r e s s i v e s i n 
t h e K u o m i n t a n g a r e a s . 

W h a t i n f l u e n c e d i d S n o w , 
S m e d l e y a n d S t r o n g — i n t h e i r 
t u r n h a v e o n t h e i r r e a d e r s ? T h e 
f a c t s t h e y r e p o r t e d i n s p i r e d a n d 
m o b i l i z e d l a r g e n u m b e r s o f y o u n g 
C h i n e s e as w e l l a s f o r e i g n r e a d e r s . 
A n d t h r o u g h t h e i r o w n p e r s o n a l 
c o n t a c t s , w i d e a n d i m p o r t a n t , 
t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t o o s p r e a d v e r y 
w i d e l y . 

O n e r e a s o n f o r t h i s i s t h a t a l l 
w e r e f r e e f r o m s e c t a r i a n i s m . S m e d 
l e y , d e s p i t e h e r s t r o n g w o r k i n g 
c l a s s f e e l i n g s , o r p e r h a p s b e c a u s e 
o f t h e m , w a n t e d t o m o b i l i z e a l l 
p o s s i b l e h e l p f o r t h e t h i n g s o n e 
b e l i e v e d i n . O n t h e b a s i s o f t h e 
a c t i v e w a r f a r e a g a i n s t ) a p a n 
w a g e d b y t h e C o m m u n i s t - l e d 
E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y a n d l i b e r a t e d 
a r e a s , s h e w a s a b l e t o r a l l y i n t h e i r 

f a v o u r s u c h f o r e i g n e r s i n C h i n a a s 
C o l o n e l ( l a t e r G e n e r a l ) l o s e p h W . 
S t i l w e l l , w h o w a s t o b e c o m e c o m 
m a n d e r o f U S f o r c e s i n t h e C h i n a -
B u r m a - I n d i a T h e a t e r i n W o r l d 
W a r 1 1 , M a j o r ( l a t e r B r i g a d i e r -
G e n e r a l ) E v a n s F . C a r l s o n a n d 
B i s h o p L o g a n H . R o o t s , A n g l i c a n 
B i s h o p o f H a n k o u . A l t h o u g h s h e 
w a s i n c a p a b l e o f " d i p l o m a c y " i n 
t h e s e n s e o f f l a t t e r y o r s k i l f u l 
a v o i d a n c e o f s h a r p i s s u e s , a n d a l 
t h o u g h a l l t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e t o 
s o m e e x t e n t i n i t i a l l y p r e j u d i c e d 
a g a i n s t h e r b y c u r r e n t s l a n d e r s a n d 
g o s s i p , s h e w o n t h e i r r e s p e c t a n d 
e s t e e m b y h e r o b v i o u s s e l f l e s s n e s s , 
d e v o t i o n , f r a n k n e s s a n d c o u r a g e . 
B u t t h o s e i n t h e f o r e i g n a n d C h i 
n e s e ( K M T ) e s t a b l i s h m e n t w h o 
p r o v e d t o b e i m m o v a b l e r e a c t i o n -

Zhou Enlai and Deng Yingchao together with Edgar Snow in Wuhao in 1938. 
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aries and obstacles to effective 
war against the fascist Axis, she 
disdained and openly fought. 

Snow's personal influence in the 
early 1940s reached as far as US 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
who through it came to a much 
more favourable appreciation of 
the new forces in China than he 
would have otherwise. Roosevelt 
asked both Snow and Carlson to 
write him directly and informally 
from China. And Snow, too, near 
his life's end, was chosen by Chair
man Mao Zedong as the channel 
for opening the way to the 1972 
visit of US President Richard 
Nixon, and the restoration of rela
tions between China and the 
United States. 

Notable in Smedley's writing 
and conversation was her ever-sen
sitive and militant championship 
of the rights of women. Never 
could she forget the tragic plight 
of her mother and her prostitute 
aunt, and of many others like them 
in her early environment. Nor did 
she forget her own struggles to 
break free from the burdens of ex
ploitation, sexual sobordination, 
and lack of educational opportuni
ties which class society imposed 
particularly on poor women. 

Apart from advocacy of the re
volutionary road for working 
women, she helped, while in Berlin 
in the 1920s, to set up that city's 
first birth control clinic, financed 

by her friend Margaret Sanger. 
Later, deeply shocked by the slave 
status of women in old China, she 
gloried in the way in which they 
unbound their feet, cut their hair 
short and flocked to the red ban
ner. She wrote with deep rage of 
the way the reactionaries had 
slaughtered them on no more evid
ence than bobbed hair. Her first 
book, Chinese Destinies, was one 
example of this passionate con
cern. Women with upper class 
arrogance and counter-revolution
ary views Smedley found even 
more repellent that such men. But 
she respected and honoured those 
born in the upper classes who took 
their stand with the working peo
ple and brought their education 
and connections to the people's 
service. One example, of course, 
was Soong Ching Ling. Of men, 
Smedley demanded that they up
hold women's equality, and she 
criticized all male-chauvinism in 
revolutionaries as well as in 
others. 

In Strong's reporting, too, the 
plight and progress of women 
were a constant, vivid and politi
cally passionate theme. In her 
China's Millions, for example, 
which in part dealt with the peas
ant movement of 1926-27 in 
Hunan, there are striking parallels 
with the vivid descriptions of 
women's advance in Mao Ze
dong's classic report, though she 

could not yet have read it when 
she herself wrote. 

Another quality which Smedley, 
Strong and Snow shared was that 
they wrote not only to inform but 
to convince and activise. And all 
three took part in political and 
social action other than writing. 

Smedley did so both at home 
and abroad. In China, she also 
helped the Communist Party's un
derground in Shanghai in 1928-35, 
and gave on-the-spot English lang 
uage broadcasts during the Xian 
Incident in 1936. During perilous 
months of battles in the resistance 
bases behind enemy lines, she 
spared no effort to obtain medical 
supplies for the wounded and to 
nurse them herself. She saw them 
not only as sufferers but as broth-
ers-in-arms who by their con
scious efforts could and would 
remake themselves and the world. 

Strong began her activism in the 
United States and in the Soviet 
Union of the 1920s, worked in 
famine relief, the care of homeless 
children and organization of me
chanized demonstration farm. 

Snow was deeply involved in 
the December 12, 1935 anti-Japa
nese student movement in Beijing. 
After living with and coming to 
understand the Chinese Red Army, 
he helped it to convert captured 

(Continued on p. 23} 
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Minority People Living in the Capital 

by LU YUN 
Our Correspondent 

Q IN YINSHENG, a young man 
of 35 belonging to the Zhuang 

nationality, comes from Gulping, 
a small mountain village in the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region in south China. He has 
been in the capital, Beijing, for 11 
years now. 

He arrived a junior middle 
school graduate who had never 
seen a train or airplane, but during 
his stay, has been trained as a 
Chinese civil aviation pilot, and 
has a total flight record of more 
than 6,000 hours. Before leaving 
home, he had never been any
where farther than the county 
town. But now he has not only 
visited many cities in China, but 
has also been to the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Pakistan 
and other countries. 

Members of minority nationali
ties in Beijing fall into two 
categories — those who have lived 
for generations, and those who 
have come to the capital to work 
and study since liberation in 1949. 
They work in various fields, espe
cially in the leading state organi
zations and cultural, educational, 
press and publishing departments. 

Beijing, with a history of more 
than 3,000 years, is famous for its 
splendid culture. Since the 10th 
century, with the rise of minority 
ethnic groups such as the Qidan, 
Nuzhen and Mongolian, it had 
served either as the secondary 
capital, or the capital in different 
periods during the Liao (916-
1125), lin (1115-1234) and Yuan 
(1271-1368) dynasties. Later 
during the Ming (1368-1644) and 
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties when 
the Han and the minority Manchu 
nationalities were in power, 
Beijing again became the cap
ital. It not only boasts a bril

liant culture, scenic spots and 
historical sites — the result of cul
tural exchanges and the merging 
of various nationalities — but also 
stands as a centre where distin
guished and talented members of 
various ethnic groups gather to
gether today. 

People from every one of 
China's 56 ethnic groups are 
studying, working and living in 
Beijing. Among them the Hans 
number more than 8.9 million, 
accounting for 96.5 percent of the 
total city population. The remain
ing nationalities total 322,144, 
making up 3.5 percent. Among 
them, the Huis make up more 
than 180,000, and the Manchus 
more than 110,000. Members of 
the- Mongolian, Korean and 
Zhuang nationalities residing in 
Beijing number between 1,000 
and 10,000. 

Second Hometown 
Many minority people were not 

accustomed to the climate or the 
life in Beijing when they first 
came. But with the passiiig of 
time, they have gradually develop
ed a deep affection for it, and 

regard it as their second home
town. All, including Qin Yin-
sheng, enjoy their lives here. 

After passing the physical ex
amination in his hometown middle 
school, Qin was chosen by the 
civil aviation school. When the 
news spread, the whole village 
bubbled over with excitement. 
His mother, however, was reluc
tant to let him go. But his 
grandmother pointed out that he 
was no longer a child, and the 
farther he went the brighter his 
prospects would be. It was 
thanks to her that he didn't miss 
the chance to come to Beijing. 
Now he has a family of his own 
and has become a father. His wife 
is a worker of Hui nationality. 
They show every care for each 
other and live in harmony with 
their parents on the maternal side. 

"I 've been taught by many 
instructors," Qin says, "and they 
all took me in hand and carefully 
showed me how to do my job. 
The instructors and colleagues of 
Han nationality took care of me, 
helping me in both work and life 
instead of showing discrimination 
against me because of my nation-

Minoiity cadres froni Xinjiang work at the Central People's 
Broodcasting Station. 
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Ethnic Korean An Taixiang, an os-
sociate professor at Beijing University, 

is writing a geological thesis. 

a l i t y . N o w , a s a c r e w c o m m a n d e r , 
I a m m u c h r e s p e c t e d b y m y f o u r 
c o l l e a g u e s . W h e n e v e r w e c o m e 
u p a g a i n s t d i f f i c u l t i e s , w e p u t o u r 
h e a d s t o g e t h e r t o t h i n k o u t s o l u 
t i o n s , a n d w h e n e v e r a d e c i s i o n 
m u s t b e m a d e , w e d i s c u s s t h e m a t 
t e r t o g e t h e r a s e q u a l s . T h r o u g h 
c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t s a n d w i t h e a s e o f 
m i n d , o u r g r o u p h a s e n s u r e d t h e 
s u c c e s s o f e v e r y f l i g h t . " 

M a n y m i n o r i t y p e o p l e w o r k i n g 
i n t h e C e n t r a l I n s t i t u t e f o r N a t i o n 
a l i t i e s , t h e M i n i s t r y o f R a d i o a n d 
T e l e v i s i o n , t h e N a t i o n a l i t y P u b 
l i s h i n g H o u s e , t h e N a t i o n a l i t i e s 
S o n g a n d D a n c e E n s e m b l e , a n d 
o t h e r u n i t s h a v e m a d e g r e a t ' c o n 
t r i b u t i o n s i n e d u c a t i n g m i n o r i t y 
p e r s o n n e l a s w e l l a s i n s p r e a d i n g 
a n d e x c h a n g i n g t h e c u l t u r e a n d 
a r t s o f v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 

H e i L e , d e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
M o n g o l i a n e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l i t y P u b l i s h i n g H o u s e 

w i t h a s t a f f f r o m a d o z e n e t h n i c 
g r o u p s , c a m e f r o m a v i l l a g e o f 
t h e K e y o u F r o n t B a n n e r o f 
I n n e r M o n g o l i a . I n f l u e n c e d b y 
h i s f a t h e r , h e d e v e l o p e d a s t r o n g 
i n t e r e s t i n H a n c l a s s i c a l l i t e r a t u r e 
f r o m a n e a r l y a g e . A l t h o u g h h e 
h a s l i v e d i n B e i j i n g f o r 2 9 y e a r s 
n o w , h i s f e a t u r e s a s a M o n g o l i a n 
c a n s t i l l b e d i s c e r n e d f r o m h i s 
b r o n z e - c o l o u r e d f a c e a n d h i g h 
c h e e k b o n e s . 

F o r m a n y y e a r s H e i L e h a s p a r 
t i c i p a t e d i n t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f m a n y 

w o r k s i n t o M o n g o l i a n , i n c l u d i n g 
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t c l a s s i c s , g o v e r n 

m e n t d o c u m e n t s a n d t h e m a g a z i n e 
Hongqi ( R e d F l a g ) . A l s o h e h a s 
c o l l a t e d s o m e M o n g o l i a n f o l k 
l i t e r a r y w o r k s a n d t r a n s l a t e d t h e 
Gadfly, a f a m o u s E n g l i s h n o v e l , 
i n t o M o n g o l i a n . I n c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h a c o l l e a g u e , h e h a s a l s o p u t 
o u t a C h i n e s e t r a n s l a t i o n o f An
nals of History, a M o n g o l i a n w o r k 
r e c o u n t i n g e x p l o i t s o f G e n g h i s 
K h a n , a n a n c i e n t M o n g o l i a n c h i e f . 
T h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f h i s t r a n s l a 
t i o n s o f H a n c l a s s i c l i t e r a r y a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l w o r k s i n t o M o n g o l i a n 

h a s b e e n h i g h l y a p p r a i s e d . 

D u r i n g h i s c h i l d h o o d , H e i L e 
h e a r d m a n y s t o r i e s f r o m t h e H a n 
c l a s s i c s . W h e n h e c o u l d r e a d 

C h i n e s e h i m s e l f , h e s t u d i e d m a n y 
c l a s s i c a l w r i t i n g s a n d f o r m e d a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e p i c t u r e o f C h i n a ' s 
f e u d a l h i s t o r y . H e t r e a s u r e d t h e 
w o r k s a n d m a d e u p h i s m i n d t o 
t r a n s l a t e t h e m . I n t h i s w a y h e 
c o u l d i n t r o d u c e t h e l o n g h i s t o r y 
a n d b r i l l i a n t c u l t u r e o f t h e H a n s 
t o t h e M o n g o l i a n p e o p l e . A m o n g 
h i s t r a n s l a t i o n s a r e s e l e c t i o n s f r o m 
Zhuo Qiuming's Commentary on 
the Spring and Autumn Annals. 
Records of the Historian a n d Out
laws of the Marsh, a c l a s s i c l i t e r 
a r y w o r k d e s c r i b i n g a p e a s a n t 
r e b e l l i o n , w h i c h h e t r a n s l a t e d i n 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h a c o l l e a g u e . 
T h e a b o v e t h r e e t r a n s l a t e d w o r k s 
h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n p u b l i s h e d . T h e 
Warring States During the East
ern Zhou Dynasty, a 7 6 0 , 0 0 0 - w o r d 
c l a s s i c a l n o v e l b a s e d m a i n l y o n 
h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s , i s e x p e c t e d t o 
c o m e o f f t h e p r e s s t h i s y e a r . 

H e i L e t a k e s g r e a t c a r e t o 
a b s o r b t h e s p e c i a l l i n g u i s t i c 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e M o n g o l i a n 
f o l k a r t i s t s , a n d t r i e s h i s b e s t t o 
m a k e h i s r e n d i t i o n s a p t a n d e a s y 
t o u n d e r s t a n d . T o a t t a i n h i s g o a l , 
H e i L e d o e s n o t s p a r e h i s e f f o r t s . 
H e t a k e s p a g e s o u t o f t h e C h i n e s e 
e d i t i o n a n d c a r r i e s a r o u n d i n h i s 
p o c k e t s , a l w a y s s e e k i n g t o h i t o n 
t h e e x a c t w o r d s f o r t r a n s l a t i o n , o r 

t o c o n s u l t w i t h h i s c o l l e a g u e s a t 
a n y t i m e . L i v i n g i n t h e c a p i t a l 
p r o v i d e s h i m w i t h c o n v e n i e n t c o n 
d i t i o n s . W h e n d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e , 
h e o f t e n g o e s t o H a n e x p e r t s i n 
c l a s s i c C h i n e s e f o r h e l p , a n d h i s 
u n i t h a s g i v e n h i m l o t s o f s u p p o r t . 

Carrying Forward Ethnic 
Characteristics 

T h e m i n o r i t y p e o p l e w h o s e t t l e d 
i n B e i j i n g b e f o r e l i b e r a t i o n w e r e 
o p p r e s s e d b y t h e r u l i n g c l a s s i n 
s u c c e s s i v e d y n a s t i e s a n d w e r e d i s 
c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t a n d e x p l o i t e d 
b y t h e u p p e r - c l a s s r e a c t i o n a r i e s o f 
t h e i r o w n e t h n i c g r o u p . T h e y 
w e r e k e p t i n a l o w p o s i t i o n a n d 
l i v e d i n p o v e r t y . A m o n g t h e m , 
t h e H u i s w e r e t h e m o s t n u m e r o u s . 
E x c e p t f o r a f e w w h o w e r e e n 
g a g e d i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f 
j e w e l e r y a n d o t h e r t r a d i t i o n a l 
h a n d i c r a f t s o r d e a l t i n s p i c e s , m o s t 
o f t h e m w e r e s m a l l p e d l a r s a n d 
v e n d o r s , r i c k s h a w - p u l l e r s a n d 
c a s u a l l a b o u r e r s . C h i l d r e n a s w e l l 
a s a d u l t s h a d t o k e e p b u s y w o r k 
i n g f o r a b a r e e x i s t e n c e . A f t e r 
t h e 1 9 1 1 R e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h o v e r 
t h r e w t h e r u l e o f t h e Q i n g D y n a s 
t y , t h e M a n c h u s , w h o w e r e o f 
t h e s a m e n a t i o n a l i t y a s t h e o v e r 
t h r o w n e m p e r o r , w e r e d i s c r i m i 
n a t e d a g a i n s t . M a n y o f t h e m w e r e 
f o r c e d t o c h a n g e t h e i r n a m e s a n d 
c o n c e a l t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y . T h e y 
w o r k e d a s s e a s o n a l l a b o u r e r s , 
p u l l e d r i c k s h a w s , m o u n t e d p i c 
t u r e s a n d d i d e m b r o i d e r y , a l w a y s 
f i n d i n g i t h a r d t o k e e p b o d y a n d 
s o u l t o g e t h e r . 

S i n c e l i b e r a t i o n , u n d e r t h e 
p o l i c y o f e q u a l i t y , m u t u a l a i d a n d 
c o m m o n p r o s p e r i t y a m o n g n a t i o n 
a l i t i e s , g r e a t c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n 
p l a c e i n t h e l i v e s o f t h e m i n o r i t y 
p e o p l e . T h e y a r e e n s u r e d o f 
e q u a l i t y i n p o l i t i c s , w h i l e t h e i r 

c u s t o m s a n d r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s a r e 
r e s p e c t e d a n d s a f e g u a r d e d . T h e i r 
o v e r a l l s i t u a t i o n h a s i m p r o v e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l y b o t h m a t e r i a l l y a n d 
c u l t u r a l l y . I n a l l t h e s t a t e o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s o f v a r i o u s l e v e l s , t h e p r o 
p o r t i o n o f m i n o r i t y p e r s o n n e l i s 
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h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e i r p o p u l a 
t i o n . T h e y t a k e p a r t i n t h e a d 
m i n i s t r a t i o n o f s t a t e a n d l o c a l a f 
f a i r s o n a n e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h 
H a n s . A m o n g t h e d e p u t i e s t o t h e 
m u n i c i p a l p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s , t h e r e 
a r e 6 4 m i n o r i t y p e o p l e , w h o a c 
c o u n t f o r 6 . 6 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f d e p u t i e s . T h e y r e p r e 
s e n t n i n e m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e H u i , M a n c h u a n d 
M o n g o l i a n . A b o u t 2 6 0 m i n o r i t y 
p e o p l e h a v e b e e n e l e c t e d a s d e p 
u t i e s t o t h e d i s t r i c t a n d c o u n t y 
p e o p l e ' s c o n g r e s s e s . I n t h e c o u n 
t r y s i d e w h e r e m i n o r i t y e t h n i c 
g r o u p s l i v e i n c o m p a c t c o m m u n i 
t i e s , s i x t o w n s h i p s h a v e b e e n 
e s t a b l i s h e d . M o r e t h a n 6 , 6 4 0 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e a r e n o w i n l e a d 
i n g p o s i t i o n s , a c c o u n t i n g f o r 3 . 5 
p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l m i n o r i t y 
w o r k i n g p e r s o n n e l . T h e r e a r e 
a l s o 2 6 , 9 4 5 s p e c i a l i z e d s c i e n t i s t s 
a n d t e c h n i c i a n s , m a k i n g u p 1 4 . 2 
p e r c e n t o f t h e e m p l o y e d m i n o r i t y 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

O v e r t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s , t h e 
m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t h a s s e t u p 
t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s i n c o o k i n g a n d 
n u r s i n g f o r m i n o r i t y y o u n g p e o 
p l e , a l l o c a t e d 5 9 0 , 0 0 0 y u a n t o 
r u r a l a r e a s i n h a b i t e d b y m i n o r i t y 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s t o b u y f a r m m a c h i n e s 
a n d t o o l s , a n d r e s t o r e d 1 5 e t h n i c 
p r i m a r y a n d m i d d l e s c h o o l s . I n 
a d m i s s i o n t o u n i v e r s i t i e s , c o l l e g e s 
a n d s e c o n d a r y t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l s , 
l o w e r s t a n d a r d s a r e s e t f o r t h e 
m i n o r i t i e s . A M a n c h u t r a i n i n g 
c l a s s e n r o l l i n g m o r e t h a n 1 7 0 
s t u d e n t s h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n o p e n e d . 
T h i s w i l l a d d n e w s t r e n g t h t o t h e 
p r o j e c t o f e d i t i n g t h e M a n c h u 
c l a s s i c s . 

X i a o x i n z h u a n g , a s m a l l v i l l a g e 
c o n s i s t i n g o f 1 5 4 H u i h o u s e h o l d s 
i n C h a n g p i n g C o u n t y , h a s s e e n 

g r e a t c h a n g e s i n r e c e n t y e a r s . I n 
t h e p a s t o n l y g r a i n w a s p r o d u c e d , 
b u t n o w t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d s i d e 
l i n e o c c u p a t i o n s h a v e a l s o d e v e l 
o p e d a l o n g w i t h g r a i n p r o d u c t i o n . 
A b o v e a l l , t h e s k i l l s o f t h e H u i 
p e o p l e i n b r e e d i n g c a t t l e a n d s h e e p 
h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t i n t o p l a y 

G r e a t e f f o r t s h a v e b e e n m a d e t o 
b r e e d d a i r y - c a t t l e . A c o l l e c t i v e 

d a i r y f a r m w a s e s t a b l i s h e d t h r e e 
y e a r s a g o , a n d a m i l k - s t o r a g e 
s t a t i o n h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n s e t u p . 
I n a d d i t i o n t o h o u s e h o l d s s p e c i a l 
i z i n g i n s h e e p - r a i s i n g , a d a i r y 
f a r m j o i n t l y r u n b y 5 5 p e a s a n t s 
h a s a l s o c o m e i n t o b e i n g . T h i s 
n o t o n l y p r o v i d e s u r b a n r e s i d e n t s 
w i t h f r e s h m i l k , b u t a l s o g r e a t l y 
i n c r e a s e s t h e p e a s a n t s ' i n c o m e s . 
N o w e v e r y f a m i l y i n t h e v i l l a g e 
h a s b u i l t a n e w h o u s e . O v e r 9 0 
p e r c e n t o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s h a v e 

T V s e t s , a n d s o m e h a v e a w a s h 
i n g m a c h i n e , t a p e - r e c o r d e r a n d 
m o t o r c y c l e i n a d d i t i o n t o a T V 

T h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h i s v i l l a g e i s 
n o t a t a l l r a r e . D u r i n g a n i n t e r 
v i e w , Z h a o S h u , d e p u t y d i r e c t o r 
o f t h e m u n i c i p a l n a t i o n a l i t i e s a f 
f a i r s c o m m i s s i o n e x p l a i n e d , " W e 
a r e s h i f t i n g t h e e m p h a s i s o f o u r 
w o r k t o b r i n g i n g o u t t h e s p e c i a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f v a r i o u s m i n o r i 
t i e s a n d t a p p i n g t h e i r h e r i t a g e s o 
a s t o r a i s e e c o n o m i c e f f i c i e n c y a n d 
e n r i c h p e o p l e ' s l i v e s . " 

Freedom of Religion 
T h e c u s t o m s a n d r e l i g i o u s b e 

l i e f s o f m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s a r e 
r e s p e c t e d i n B e i j i n g . T a k e t h e 
H u i n a t i o n a l i t y f o r e x a m p l e . 

M o s l e m c a n t e e n s h a v e b e e n e s 
t a b l i s h e d i n u n i t s w h e r e t h e r e 
a r e I s l a m i c w o r s h i p p e r s . A 
s p e c i a l c e m e t e r y h a s b e e n s e t a s i d e 
f o r t h e H u i p e o p l e . M o s l e m 
r e s t a u r a n t s , p r o v i s i o n s h o p s a n d 
s p e c i a l c o u n t e r s s e l l i n g b e e f a n d 
m u t t o n a r e e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t r e e t s 
a n d v i l l a g e s w h e r e H u i p e o p l e 
l i v e i n c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e s t a t e 
h a s a l s o i n v e s t e d m o r e t h a n 1 6 
m i l l i o n y u a n t o b u i l d t h e f i r s t 
l a r g e M o s l e m c o l d - s t o r a g e p l a n t . 
T r a d i t i o n a l M o s l e m d e l i c a c i e s a r e 
b e i n g p r o d u c e d a g a i n a n d t h e i r 

s p e c i a l s h o p s r e v i v e d a n d e x p a n d 
e d . 

A n S h i w e i , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
B e i j i n g I s l a m i c A s s o c i a t i o n a n d 
i m a m o f t h e D o n g s i M o s q u e i b u i h 
i n 1 4 4 7 ) , t o l d a b o u t t h e c h a n g e s 
i n r e c e n t y e a r s : " S i n c e i t s e s 
t a b l i s h m e n t i n 1 9 7 9 , t h e B e i j i n g 
I s l a m i c A s s o c i a t i o n h a s s e t u p 
b r a n c h e s i n e v e r y d i s t r i c t a n d 
c o u n t y . T h e r e a r e n o w m o r e t h a n 
4 0 m o s q u e s i n t h e c i t y , a n d w e 
p l a n t o b u i l d a f e w m o r e w h i c h 
a r e n e e d e d . A l l t h e r e l i g i o u s a c 
t i v i t i e s M o s l e m s w i s h t o p a r t i c 
i p a t e i n h a v e b e e n r e s u m e d . T h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n h a s p r i n t e d t h e Koran 
a n d t h e Essential Knowledge of 
Islam i n a n a d e q u a t e n u m b e r o f 
c o p i e s . T h e m u n i c i p a l I s l a m i c 
I n s t i t u t e e s t a b l i s h e d t w o y e a r s 
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a g o i s t r a i n i n g 1 5 a h u n g s , a n d i t 
i s g o i n g t o r e c r u i t 2 0 m o r e t h i s 
y e a r . I m y s e l f a m t e a c h i n g t h e 
r e a d i n g o f t h e K o r a n h e r e . " 

A s a s t a n d i n g m e m b e r o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C h i 
n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a 
t i v e C o n f e r e n c e a n d v i c e - c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e C h i n a I s l a m i c A s s o c i a t i o n , 
A n S h i w e i h a s t a k e n p a r t i n m a n y 
r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h f o r e i g n 
r e l i g i o u s b e l i e v e r s . I n r e f e r r i n g 
t o t h e e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g c o n t a c t s w i t h 
f o r e i g n w o r s h i p p e r s , h e b e c a m e 
s p e c i a l l y e n t h u s i a s t i c , " S i n c e t h e 
f o u n d i n g o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n , " h e 
t o l d u s , " t h e t w o m o s q u e s i n 
D o n g s i a n d N i u j i e i n B e i j i n g 

h a v e r e c e i v e d m o r e t h a n 2 0 , 0 0 0 
f o r e i g n g u e s t s f r o m m o r e t h a n 6 0 
c o u n t r i e s . O u r c o n t a c t s w i t h 
t h e e m b a s s i e s o f I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
i n C h i n a a r e s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g . 
O v e r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , I h a v e 
g o n e o n a n u m b e r o f p i l g r i m a g e s 
a n d t r i p s — o n e , t o S a u d i A r a b i a , 
a n o t h e r t o P a k i s t a n . I h a v e 
a l s o v i s i t e d K u w a i t , B a h r a i n , 
O m a n , t h e Y e m e n A r a b R e p u b l i c , 
J o r d a n , M o r o c c o , T u n i s i a , A l g e r i a 
a n d t h e S u d a n , a n d I r e c e i v e d a 
w a r m w e l c o m e f r o m t h e M o s l e m s 
o f e v e r y c o u n t r y . I w i l l c o n 
t i n u e t o d o m y b i t f o r g r e a t e r 
u n i t y b e t w e e n C h i n e s e M o s l e m s 
a n d M o s l e m s a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d , 
f o r C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t m o d e r n i z a 
t i o n a n d f o r t h e c o u n t r y ' s r e 
u n i f i c a t i o n . " 

Between the Han and the 
Minority Nationalities 

T h e m i n o r i t y e t h n i c g r o u p s i n 
B e i j i n g h a v e g e n e r a l l y r e c e i v e d 
d e e p f r i e n d s h i p a n d w a r m c o n 
c e r n f r o m t h e H a n p e o p l e . S t i l l 
s o m e p e o p l e f a i l t o s h o w e n o u g h 
r e s p e c t f o r t h e c u s t o m s o f s o m e 
m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s . A l s o , s o m e 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s t a y i n g i n B e i j i n g 
t e m p o r a r i l y m a y m e e t w i t h c e r t a i n 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s i n d a i l y l i f e o r i n 
f i n d i n g p r o p e r f o o d a n d l o d g i n g . 
T h e s e p r o b l e m s h a v e c o m e t o t h e 
a t t e n t i o n o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t , a n d 

m a n y p e o p l e h a v e m a d e s i n c e r e 
e f f o r t s t o c h a n g e t h i s s i t u a t i o n a n d 
s h o w n g r e a t c o n c e r n f o r t h e 
m i n o r i t y p e o p l e . 

E v e r y e v e n i n g a t 1 9 : 0 9 a t t h e 
B e i j i n g R a i l w a y S t a t i o n , o n e c a n 
h e a r a b r o a d c a s t i n f l u e n t M o n g o 
l i a n o v e r t h e l o u d s p e a k e r : " M o n 
g o l i a n p a s s e n g e r s , t h e t r a i n i s 
a b o u t t o l e a v e ! W i s h y o u a p l e a s 
a n t j o u r n e y ! " E v e r y d a y t h e a r 
r i v a l o r d e p a r t u r e o f t r a i n s f r o m 
o r t o a r e a s w h e r e m i n o r i t y p e o 
p l e l i v e i n c o m p a c t c o m m u n i t i e s i s 
b r o a d c a s t i n T i b e t a n , M o n g o l i a n 
a n d U y g u r i a n l a n g u a g e s i n a d d i 
t i o n t o C h i n e s e . W h e n A s i l i , a 
p a s s e n g e r o f U z b e k n a t i o n a l i t y 
f r o m Y i n i n g C i t y i n X i n j i a n g , 
h e a r d t h e b r o a d c a s t i n U y g u r i a n 
a s h e g o t o f f t h e t r a i n , h e w a s 
o v e r j o y e d . " W o n d e r f u l ! " h e e x 

c l a i m e d , " I n e v e r e x p e c t e d t o 
h e a r m y o w n l a n g u a g e i n B e i j i n g . 
I t m a k e s m e f e e l s o h a p p y ! " 

B u t t h i s w a s n o t t h e s i t u a t i o n 
i n t h e p a s t w h e n t h e s p e c i a l n e e d s 
o f m i n o r i t y p e o p l e w e n t u n h e e d e d . 
L a s t N o v e m b e r w h e n s o m e m e m 
b e r s o f t h e M u n i c i p a l C P P C C c a m e 
t o i n s p e c t t h e n a t i o n a l i t y w o r k 

h e r e , t h e y p u t f o r w a r d s o m e c o n 
s t r u c t i v e s u g g e s t i o n s . T h e s e w e r e 
s o o n a d o p t e d . T h e s t a t i o n w o r k 
e r s h a v e n o t o n l y a d d e d m i n o r i t y 
l a n g u a g e s t o t h e i r b r o a d c a s t s , b u t 

^ I s o p u t u p s i g n s a t t h e e x i t i n 
T i b e t a n , M o n g o l i a n a n d U y g u r i a n 
i n d i c a t i n g t h e a d d r e s s e s a n d t e l e 
p h o n e n u m b e r s o f s e v e r a l m i n o r i t y 
a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n o f f i c e s i n B e i 
j i n g a s w e l l a s t h e n u m b e r o f b u s 
o r t r o l l y b u s r o u t e t o l i o l l o w . 

T h e t r a i n f r o m B e i j i n g t o L a n 
z h o u p a s s e s t h r o u g h M o n g o l i a , 
N i n g x i a , G a n s u a n d o t h e r a r e a s 
w h e r e m i n o r i t i e s l i v e i n c o m p a c t 
c o m m u n i t i e s . S i n c e M a r c h 1 9 8 5 
w h e n M o s l e m f o o d b e g a n t o b e 
s e r v e d i n t h e d i n i n g c a r , m o r e 

t h a n 1 1 , 0 0 0 H u i , U y g u r a n d T a r t a r 
p a s s e n g e r s h a v e h a d m e a l s s e r v e d 
t h e r e . T h e t r a i n c r e w h a v e s t u d i e d 
t h e c u s t o m s , r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s a n d 
t a b o o s o f t h e e t h n i c g r o u p s w h i l e 

t h e k i t c h e n s t a f f h a s h a d l e s s o n s 
f r o m H u i c o o k s i n M o s l e m c o o k 
i n g t e c h n i q u e s a s w e l l a s r u l e s 
r e g a r d i n g t h e i r f o o d a n d h o l i d a y 
d i s h e s . M o s l e m c o o k i n g u t e n s i l s 
a n d s p i c e s a r e k e p t s e p a r a t e l y i n 
s p e c i a l c u p b o a r d s a n d r e f r i g e r a 
t o r s , a n d e v e n ' t h e s y m b o l s o f 

M o s l e m t a b l e s a r e m a r k e d i n t h e 
c o l o u r f a v o u r e d b y t h e H u i p e o p l e . 
I m p r e s s e d b y t h e e x c e l l e n t s e r v i c e , 
t h o u s a n d s o f p a s s e n g e r s h a v e 
p r a i s e d t h e c r e w a n d t h e t r a i n h a s 
b e e n n a m e d " t h e t r a i n o f n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y . " 

W h e n m i n o r i t y p e o p l e h a v e 
d i s e a s e s d i f f i c u l t t o d e a l w i t h i n 
t h e i r l o c a l i t y , t h e y o f t e n c o m e t o 
B e i j i n g w i t h g r e a t h o p e s o f r e 
c e i v i n g e f f e c t i v e t r e a t m e n t . M a n y 
m e d i c a l w o r k e r s o f t h e c a p i t a l 
h a v e b e e n t o b o r d e r a r e a s t o h e l p 
t h e m i n o r i t y p e o p l e , a n d t h e y 
c h e r i s h a s p e c i a l f e e l i n g f o r t h e m . 
T h e y t r e a t t h e m a s t h e i r o w n r e l a 
t i v e s . C o n s i d e r i n g t h e l o n g d i s 
t a n c e a n d t h e h a r d s h i p s o n t h e 
w a y , t h e e y e d e p a r t m e n t o f T o n g -
r e n H o s p i t a l h a s s t i p u l a t e d t h a t 
p r i o r i t y s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o m i n o r i 
t y p a t i e n t s i l l t h e w a y f r o m 
r e g i s t r a t i o n t o p i c k i n g u p t h e i r 

m e d i c i n e . T h e d o c t o r s a n d n u r s e s 
h a v e a l s o l e a r n t s o m e c o m m o n e x 
p r e s s i o n s i n m i n o r i t y l a n g u a g e s s o 
t h a t t h e y c a n t a l k w i t h p a t i e n t s 
w h o c a n ' t s p e a k C h i n e s e . T h e y 
e v e n f e t c h m e d i c i n e s f o r t h o s e 

w h o h a v e l a n g u a g e d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d 
a r e u n f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e h o s p i t a l 
l a y - o u t . 

D a r i h e i , a h e r d s w o m a n f r o m 
M o n g o l i a , n e e d e d a c o r n e a t r a n s 
p l a n t . B u t t h e n e c e s s a r y m a t e r i a l s 
c o u l d n o t b e p r o c u r e d f o r t h e t i m e 
b e i n g . S i n c e t h e a r e a n e a r h e r 

. h o m e t o w n w o u l d s o o n b e s n o w 
b o u n d , s h e h a d t o r e t u r n w i t h o u t 
t h e o p e r a t i o n . Z h a n g L i h u a , d e p 
u t y h e a d o f t h e e y e d e p a r t m e n t , 
w r o t e d o w n h e r a d d r e s s , a n d w h e n 
a l l t h e o p e r a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s w e r e 
c o l l e c t e d , p r o m p t l y s e n t h e r a 
t e l e g r a m a s k i n g h e r t o c o m e t o 
B e i j i n g f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n . 

B u t e v e n i n s u c h a u n i t a s T o n g -
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r e n H o s p i t a l , w h i c h p a y s s o m u c h 
a t t e n t i o n t o n a t i o n a l u n i t y , u n 

p l e a s a n t o c c u r r e n c e s s t i l l m i g h t 
a r i s e . ) u s t a f e w d a y s b e f o r e t h i s 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t d i d t h e i n t e r v i e w . 

o n e o f t h e k i t c h e n p e r s o n n e l 
t r e a t e d a H u i p a t i e n t i n t h e h o s p i t 
a l r u d e l y a n d r e f u s e d t o b r i n g h i m 
t h e d i s h e s h e h a d o r d e r e d . T h i s 
w a s a r a r e i n c i d e n t a n d t h e h o s 

p i t a l d e a l t w i t h i t s e r i o u s l y . T h e 
h e a d n u r s e w a s a s k e d t o a p o l o g i z e 
t o t h e p a t i e n t , w h i l e t h e w o r k e r 
i n v o l v e d h a d a d e m e r i t p u t o n h i s 
r e c o r d a n d w a s t r a n s f e r r e d . • 

(Continued from p. 18.) 

f u n d s a n d v a l u a b l e s i n t o h a r d c a s h 
f o r t h e s t r u g g l e . W h e n n o r t h e r n 
C h i n a w a s s e i z e d b y t h e J a p a n e s e , 
h e h e l p e d h u n t e d s t u d e n t s a n d 
C o m m u n i s t s t o e s c a p e a n d r e s u m e 
t h e f i g h t e l s e w h e r e . L a t e r , i n t h e 
a n t i - J a p a n e s e w a r , h e h e l p e d f o r m 
t h e C h i n e s e I n d u s t r i a l C o - o p e r a 
t i v e s a n d r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e m 
a b r o a d . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e i r t r u t h - t e l l i n g 
a b o u t C h i n a , a l l t h r e e h a d t o f a c e 
p e r s e c u t i o n , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d 
l o s s o f p r o f e s s i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
a n d i n c o m e . 

S m e d l e y , w h o i n h e r y o u t h h a d 
a l r e a d y b e e n a r r e s t e d i n N e w Y o r k 
f o r h e l p i n g I n d i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , 
n e a r t h e e n d o f h e r l i f e b e c a m e 
t a r g e t o f t r u m p e d - u p c h a r g e s b y 
t h e U S A r m y I n t e l l i g e n c e . I n t h e 
d e c a d e s b e t w e e n s h e w a s k e p t 
u n d e r s u r v e i l l a n c e b y B r i t i s h a n d 
A m e r i c a n d i p l o m a t i c a n d p o l i c e 
a g e n c i e s i n s e m i - c o l o n i a l C h i n a 
a n d b y t h e F B I i n t h e U S i t s e l f . 
F B I r e c o r d s o n h e r r e c e n t l y m a d e 
a v a i l a b l e u n d e r t h e U S F r e e d o m 
o f I n f o r m a t i o n A c t c o m e t o t h o u s 
a n d s o f p a g e s , a n d s o m e a r e s t i l l 
k e p t s e c r e t . A n d t h r o u g h o u t m o s t 
o f t h i s t i m e s h e w a s t h e t a r g e t o f 
r e a c t i o n a r y s l a n d e r s a b o u t h e r 
c o n n e c t i o n s , m o t i v e s a n d h e r p r i 
v a t e l i f e . 

S h o w i n g n o f e a r , s h e t o o k t h e s e 
a s s a u l t s a s a c o m p l i m e n t t o h e r 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t 
t h e e v i l s s h e o p p o s e d . A n d w h e n 
s h e f o u g h t b a c k , h e r t o n g u e a n d 
h e r p e n w e r e s h a r p a n d e f f e c t i v e . 
A s a w r i t e r f o r s u c h m i d d l e - o f - t h e -
r o a d p a p e r s a s t h e Frankfurter 
Zeitung a n d t h e Manchester Guar
dian, s h e a d j u s t e d h e r l a n g u a g e 

b u t n e v e r h e r v i e w s . S m e d l e y ' s 
Battle Hymn of China w a s , 1 b e 
l i e v e , t h e o n l y o n e o f h e r b o o k s 
a c c e p t e d b y a m a j o r " r e g u l a r " 
p u b l i s h e r ( A . K n o p f ) , a n d t h a t 
w a s d u r i n g W o r l d W a r 11 w h e n 
t h e U S w a s p a r t o f a n a n t i - f a s c i s t 
a l l i a n c e . O t h e r s w e r e p u t o u t o n l y 
b y s m a l l e r f i r m s , f r o m l i b e r a l t o 
l e f t . 

S t r o n g d i d b e t t e r w i t h c o m m e r 
c i a l p u b l i s h e r s , b u t t h i s t o o d i d 
n o t s u r v i v e W o r l d W a r I I . B e 
t w e e n 1 9 2 0 a n d 1 9 4 6 s h e h a d 1 6 
b o o k s p u b l i s h e d b y p r o m i n e n t 
f i r m s , a n d a f t e r 1 9 4 9 o n l y o n e . 
S t r o n g ' s b i o g r a p h e r , h e r g r a n d -
n e p h e w T r a c y S t r o n g , p r o v e d w i t h 
d o c u m e n t s t h a t f r o m 1 9 1 9 , w h e n 
s h e c a m e u n d e r o b s e r v a t i o n a s a 
" s t r i k e a g i t a t o r " i n S e a t t l e , u n t i l 
1 9 4 8 , c o v e r t s u r v e i l l a n c e a n d h a r -
r a s s m e n t w e r e h e r c o n s t a n t l o t . T o 
w a t c h h e r , F B I m e n i m p e r s o n a t e d 
c u s t o m s o f f i c e r s , t a p p e d h e r t e l e 
p h o n e s , p l a n t e d l i s t e n i n g d e v i c e s 
a l l o v e r h e r P a l o A l t o h o m e . B u t 
s h e , l i k e S m e d l e y , w a s n o t d e t e r 
r e d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , b e s i d e s h e r 
d i f f i c u l t i e s a t t h e h a n d s o f U S 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s , S t r o n g w a s a l s o 
w r o n g l y a c c u s e d o f b e i n g a s p y i n 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , a n d w a s a r r e s t e d 
a n d d e p o r t e d i n 1 9 4 8 . T h i s s l u r 
o n h e r l i f e l o n g w o r k a n d h e r h o n 
o u r f r o m a s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r y h u r t 
h e r d e e p l y , b u t d i d n o t c h a n g e h e r 
c o n v i c t i o n s . 

S n o w h a d a s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h a l a r g e p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , R a n 
d o m H o u s e , a n d a s a j o u r n a l i s t h e 
b e c a m e c o r r e s p o n d e n t a n d e d i t o r 
f o r t h e v e r y w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d 
Saturday Evening Post. B u t a f t e r 
U S S e n a t o r J o s e p h M a C a r t h y ' s as 
s a u l t o n h i m i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , h e w a s 
a b l e t o p u b l i s h o n l y t w o b o o k s 
a n d v e r y f e w a r t i c l e s . N o t a sea

s o n e d p o l i t i c a l f i g h t e r . S n o w w a s 
m o r e u p s e t b y a t t a c k s a n d s l a n d e r 
t h a n e i t h e r S m e d l e y o r S t r o n g . B u t 
w h i l e h e d i d n o t a l w a y s h i t b a c k , 
n e i t h e r d i d h e c o m p r o m i s e h i s i n 
t e g r i t y . 

A l l t h r e e w e r e c o m p e l l e d , b y 
t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t o r e s i d e a n d 
t o d i e o u t s i d e t h e i r h o m e l a n d . 

B u t t h e c o n v i c t i o n o f a l l t h r e e 
— S m e d l e y , S t r o n g a n d S n o w — 
w a s t h a t t h e N e w C h i n a t h e y f o r e 
s a w a n d t o l d t h e i r o w n c o u n t r y 
m e n w a s c o m i n g a n d h a d a t l a s t 
a r i s e n . T h e y m a d e i m m o r t a l c o n 
t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e g r o w t h o f u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g a n d t r u l y e q u a l r e l a t i o n s 
a c r o s s t h e P a c i f i c , a n d w i l l r e a d 
a n d h o n o u r e d — i n g e n e r a t i o n s t o 
c o m e a s w e l l a s t o d a y — o n b o t h 
s i d e s o f t h e g r e a t o c e a n . 

W h a t i s o b j e c t i v e j o u r n a l i s m ? 
T h e e x a m p l e s o f S m e d l e y , S t r o n g 
a n d S n o w s h o w t h a t i t l i e s n o t i n 
s t a n d i n g i n t h e m i d d l e , n o t i n r e 
f u s a l t o f a v o u r a n y s i d e , b u t i n 
p e r c i v i n g a n d d e s c r i b i n g p o s i t i v e l y 
t h e o b j e c t v e f o r w a r d m o v e m e n t o f 
h i s t o r y . T o d e s c r i b e s o m e w r i t e r s 
t o d a y i n t e r e s t e d o n l y i n s n i p i n g 
a t N e w C h i n a a n d h e r s o c i a l i s t 
s y s t e m , a s p e r c e p t i v e o r o b j e t i v e , 
a s h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n d o n e a b r o a d , 
i s i n a c c u r a t e a n d u n w i s e . T h e y 
m a y t u r n a q u i c k p r o f i t , b u t w i l l 
s o o n b e f o r g o t t e n w h i l e t h e w o r k s 
o f S m e d l e y , S t r o n g a n d S n o w a r e 
s t i l l r e a d . 

T h e i r s e n s e o f o b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y 
w a s w h a t l e d t h e s e t h r e e w r i t e r s , 
s o d i f f e r e n t i n t h e i r b e g i n n i n g s , t o 
b e s o s i m i l a r i n t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s . 
T h e y r e f l e c t t h e d e p t h a n d t h e 
b r e a d t h o f t h e r o o t s o f m u t u a l 
f r i e n d s h i p a n d t r u e u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
a m o n g t h e p e o p l e , w h i c h w i l l l i v e 
a n d g r o w . • 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

Wuhan Rebounds With Economic innovation 
Wuhan, a leader in implementing China's current urban economic reforms, is starting 
to reap the benefits of the changes. It has been successful in breaking down the bar
riers between different departments and regions, in developing a commodity econo
my and in re-establishing trading centres. 

by HAN BAOCHENG 
Our Correspondent 

C H I N A ' S c u r r e n t e c o n o m i c 
r e f o r m s a r e c h a n g i n g t h e 

o u t l o o k o f W u h a n , t h e l a r g e s t c i t y 
i n c e n t r a l C h i n a , a n d b r i n g i n g t h e 
a n c i e n t t r a d i n g c e n t r e b a c k t o 
l i f e . 

W u h a n w a s o n e o f 5 8 c i t i e s 
d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e c e n t r a l g o v e r n 
m e n t t o i m p l e m e n t t h e u r b a n i j e -
f o r m s o n a t r i a l b a s i s . C i t y l e a d e r s 
h a v e a l s o b e e n g r a n t e d p o w e r 
e q u i v a l e n t t o p r o v i n c i a l o f f i c i a l s 
i n e c o n o m i c m a n a g e m e n t . T h e 
c i t y ' s r e f o r m e f f o r t s g o t u n d e r w a y 
i n J u n e 1 9 8 4 w i t h t h e a d o p t i o n o f 
a n o p e n p o l i c y t o b u s i n e s s e s a l l 
o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . I n t h e p a s t y e a r , 
t h o u s a n d s o f b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s f r o m a l l o v e r C h i n a h a v e 
t r a v e l l e d t o W u h a n i n s e a r c h o f 
m a r k e t s f o r t h e i r p r o d u c t s . I n s t e a d 
o f s q u e e z i n g o u t i t s o w n p r o d u c t s , 
a s s o m e W u h a n o b s e r v e r s h a d 
f e a r e d , t h e c o m p e t i t i o n h a s b o o s t e d 
t h e c i t y ' s i n d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e . 
L a s t y e a r , W u h a n ' s g r o s s i n d u s t r i a l 
a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l o u t p u t v a l u e g r e w 
a t a r e c o r d p a c e a n d i t s t o t a l t r a d e 
v o l u m e h i t a n a l l - t i m e h i g h . 

W u h a n ' s s u c c e s s h a s b e e n h e l p e d 
a l o n g b y i t s g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n 
a n d r i c h n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , o f 
c o u r s e , b u t t h e r e f o r m p o l i c i e s 
a d o p t e d b y t h e c i t y o f f i c i a l s a r e 
a l s o l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
t u r n a r o u n d . 

T h e r e f o r m s f o l l o w t w o m a j o r 
w a y s . T h e f i r s t i s t o s t r e a m 
l i n e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d i n s t i t u t e 

d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n i n o r d e r t o a l l o w 
e n t e r p r i s e s t o o p e r a t e i n d e p e n 
d e n t l y u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f t h e 
s t a t e p l a n a n d p o l i c i e s . T h e s e c o n d 
i s t o o p e n t h e c i t y ' s d o o r t o b u s i 
n e s s e s f r o m a l l o v e r C h i n a . B y 
b r e a k i n g d o w n b a r r i e r s b e t w e e n 
d i f f e r e n t d e p a r t m e n t s a n d r e g i o n s 
a n d d e v e l o p i n g h o r i z o n t a l r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n e n t e r p r i s e s , e f f i c i e n c y c a n 
b e i m p r o v e d . T h e m u n i c i p a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s a r e t h e n a b l e t o s h i f t 
t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o m a k i n g p o l i c y 
d e c i s i o n s , d e v e l o p i n g p l a n s a n d 
u s i n g e c o n o m i c l e v e r s r a t h e r t h a n 
d i d d l i n g i n t h e d a y - t o - d a y o p e r a 
t i o n s o f t h e c i t y ' s e n t e r p r i s e s . 

W h i c h P a t h t o R e f o r m ? 
D u r i n g t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s o f 

r e f o r m , W u h a n ' s o f f i c i a l s d i v i d e d 
i n t o t w o c a m p s . 

S o m e s t r e s s e d t h a t p r i o r i t y 
s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o d e v e l o p i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o 
d u c t i o n . T h e y a r g u e d t h a t t h e p a s t 

(D f / ^ 
hi 

(D 
/ 1 + 

3 5 y e a r s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n h a d l a i d a 
g o o d f o u n d a t i o n f o r W u h a n ' s 
i n d u s t r y , w h i c h n o w h a s a b r o a d 
b a s e a n d a p o w e r f u l t e c h n i c a l 
f o r c e . M o r e o v e r , t h e y n o t e d , t h e 
c i t y ' s i r o n a n d s t e e l , m a c h i n e r y , 
s h i p b u i l d i n g , t e x t i l e , c h e m i c a l a n d 
f o o d s t u f f s i n d u s t r i e s a r e q u i t e 
d e v e l o p e d . T h e r e f o r e , t h e y a r g u e d , 
W u h a n s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o b u i l d o n 
i t s s t r o n g p o i n t s . 

O f f i c i a l s t a k i n g t h e o t h e r t a c k 
s t r e s s e d t h a t W u h a n s h o u l d 
d e v e l o p a s a m u l t i p l e s e r v i c e c i t y . 
T h e y c a l l e d f o r t u r n i n g t h e c i t y 
i n t o t h e s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h , c o m 
m e r c i a l , f i n a n c i a l , t r a d i n g a n d i n 
f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e o f c e n t r a l C h i n a , 
o r e v e n t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y . F o r 
t h i s p u r p o s e , t h e y a r g u e d , p r i o r i t y 
s h o u l d b e g i v e n t o d e v e l o p i n g t h e 
c i t y ' s c o m m . o d i t y m a r k e t , i t s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t w o r k a n d i t s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f a c i l i t i e s . B y d o i n g 
t h i s , t h e y c o n t e n d e d , i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t i o n w o u l d a l s o b e s p u r r e d . 

1. Wuchang 2. Hanyang 3. Honkou 
4. Hanshui River 5. Changjiang River Bridge 
6. Changjiang River 7. Beijing 8. Guangzhou 

9. Hubei Province 10. Wuhan 
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A B r i e f I n t r o d u c t i o n t o W u h a n 

WUHAN, the capital of 
Hubei Province, is located 

at the confluence of the Chang-
jiang (Yangtze) River and the 
Hanshui River in central China. 
A hub of communications since 
ancient times, it is, in fact, a 
name given collectively to 
three separate cities — Wu
chang, Hankou and Hanyang. 
The three cities are naturally 
divided by the two rivers. With 
an aggregate population of 3.3 
million, Wuhan constitutes the 
political, economic and cultural 
centre of Hubei Province. 

Wuhan developed into a 
business and handicraft city 
during the Tang and Song 
dynasties (618-1279). By the 
15th century, it had become 
one of China's four major com
mercial metropolises. 

Before the War of Resistance 
Against lapan (1937-45) broke 
out, Wuhan's domestic and 
foreign trade volume was 
second only to Shanghai. It 

After careful consideration, the 
city government accepted the 
second proposal — to open the 
city's door to a broad range of 
economic endeavours. 

Trading Centres 
To invigorate the market, the 

key lies in reforming the existing 
commercial system and relaxing 
controls on the wholesale business. 
For years China has had a three-
layer (state, province and city) 
wholesale system. In reality, it did 
more to restrict the flow of com
modities than to encourage it. To 
reform the system, the city began 
to take direct charge over the 
wholesale business last |une. 
Simultaneously, the city established 

had 52 navigation routes, 
leading not only to small inland 
ports along the Changjiang and 
Hanshui but also to Japan and 
Germany. In the pre-war years, 
up to 10,000 Chinese and 
foreign ships berthed at Hankou 
port annually. The city of 
1 million people had 200 
Chinese and foreign financial 
institutions, making it China's 
second most important financial 
centre after Shanghai and the 
key banking city of the interior. 

The war, however, deprived 
Wuhan of its importance as a 
financial and trading centre. 

Wuhan's economy picked up 
after liberation in 1949. Today 
it has become an important 
industrial centre — its annual 
industrial output value ranks 
fourth in China. However, be
cause the commodity economy 
was ignored for years, Wuhan 
has still not regained its role 
as a trading centre. 

a number of specialized trading 
centres. 

During my visit, I stopped by a 
non-staple foodstuffs trading centre 
on Zhongshan Road, the longest 
business street in Wuhan. The 
trading centre was founded last 
August. Its predecessor — a wine, 
cigarettes and confections whole
sale outlet — sold only a few 
varieties of goods. Its suppliers 
were fixed, its prices were fixed, 
its sales volume was fixed and its 
customers were fixed. There was 
little room for creativity or market 
forces. All goods were allocated 
and distributed according to plan. 
But today the trading centre has 
expanded its scope of business. In 
addition to cigarettes, confection-

aries and wine, it sells more than 
700 kinds of non-staple foodstuffs. 

In the past, the wholesale 
station's clients were mainly state-
run commercial establishments in 
the city. Now the centre can. 
purchase goods freely from all over 
the country and sell its goods to 
any willing buyers, be they state-
owned, collectively run or individ
ual businesses. The trading 
centre also acts as a go-between 
for producers and sellers. 

Apart from its wholesale and 
retail sales business, the centre acts 
as a purchasing and commission 
agent and provides storage, ship
ping and mail-order services. 

The goods it sells are flexibly 
priced. Apart from the few com
modities that are still controlled by 
the state, most of the non-staple 
foodstuffs are priced by the batch, 
and buyers may bargain. Prices 
also vary depending on the season, 
the supply and the quality of the 
goods. 

To provide customer con
venience, some large trading 
centres, such as the Wuchang 
Agricultural, Sideline and Native 
Products Trading Centre, have 
such service facilities as restau
rants, hotels, warehouses, com
munications equipment, banks and 
transportation. 

Now, with the exception of 
Taiwan, every province, munic
ipality and autonomous region in 
China has established business 
relations with Wuhan's main 
trading centres. These trading 
centres have a total of 20,000 
clients, with 21.2 percent from 
other parts of Hubei Province, 53.4 
percent from various parts of the 
country and the remainder from 
Wuhan itself. 

Most of the trading centres are 
state-owned, though some are 
owned by collectives. Since these 
trading centres require consider
able investment and extensive 
facilities, no private companies 
have as yet entered the market. 
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A c o m m e r c e c o m m i t t e e w a s 
f o r m e d l a s t A u g u s t t o r e p l a c e t h e 
c i t y g o v e r n m e n t ' s m y r i a d o f c o m 
m e r c e - r e g u l a t i n g o f f i c e s . T o e n l i v e n 
t h e c i t y ' s b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y a n d 
t o m a k e s u r e t h e r e f o r m s a r e 
i m p l e m e n t e d s m o o t h l y , t h e c o m 
m i t t e e i n s t i g a t e d a s h a k e - u p o f 1 0 2 
t r a d i n g c e n t r e s e a r l y t h i s y e a r . 
F o r t y - f i v e o f t h e c e n t r e s f a i l e d t o 
m e e t t h e r e q u i r e d s t a n d a r d s a n d 
w e r e a s k e d t o e i t h e r u p g r a d e o r 
d r o p t h e t i t l e t r a d i n g c e n t r e . 

T h e r e f o r m s h e l p e d b o o s t 
W u h a n ' s r e t a i l s a l e s t o 3 . 8 2 9 
b i l l i o n y u a n l a s t y e a r , u p 2 0 . 5 
p e r c e n t o v e r 1 9 8 3 . S a l e s r e g i s t e r e d 
a 3 5 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h e f i r s t 
q u a r t e r o f t h i s y e a r , c o m p a r e d w i t h 
t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d l a s t y e a r . 

B u s i n e s s p e o p l e f r o m e v e r y 
c o r n e r o f C h i n a h a v e d i s c o v e r e d 
W u h a n ' s t h r i v i n g m a r k e t . H o t e l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m B e i j i n g f l y i n 
t o b u y f r e s h w a t e r f i s h c a u g h t i n 
J i a n g x i a n d H u n a n , a n d f a c t o r y 
o f f i c i a l s f r o m S h a n g h a i g o t o 
W u h a n t o p u r c h a s e c o a l a n d 
t i m b e r s h i p p e d f r o m S i c h u a n , 
Y u n n a n , G u i z h o u a n d H u n a n . " 
L a s t a u t u m n t h e c i t y ' s t r a d i n g 
c e n t r e s h e l d a c o m m o d i t i e s f a i r 
t h a t a t t r a c t e d 1 1 , 0 0 0 b u s i n e s s p e o 
p l e f r o m a l l p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
B y t h e t i m e t h e y l e f t t h e f a i r , t h e y 
h a d s p e n t s o m e 2 8 0 m i l l i o n y u a n . 

Individual Commerce 
W i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 

r e f o r m s , t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s t r e e t p e d l a r s a p p e a r e d 
i n W u h a n , m a k i n g t h e b u s y 
r h e t r o p o l i s m o r e n o i s y . H o w e v e r , 
V.-ic p e d l a r s h a v e g i v e n a d d i t i o n a l 
v i t a l i t y t o t h e c i t y ' s c o m m e r c i a l 
b ' i e a n d g r e a t l y b e n e f i t e d i t s 
P ' - o n l e , 

B y t h e e n d o f 1 9 8 4 , W u h a n , 
w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n o f 3 . 3 m i l l i o n , 
h i d 3 6 , 0 2 6 s t a t e a n d c o l l e c t i v e l y 
C v ^ ' n e d c o m m e r c i a l , c a t e r i n g a n d 
o t h e r s e r v i c e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , a s 
w e l l a s 4 9 , 8 5 1 i n d i v i d u a l b u s i 
n e s s e s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e w e r e 1 9 5 

f a r m p r o d u c e a n d s i d e l i n e p r o d 
u c t s m a r k e t s s u p p l y i n g m a i n l y 
v e g e t a b l e s , a q u a t i c p r o d u c t s , 
p o u l t r y , e g g s a n d m e a t . 

C o l l e c t i v e s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s o w n 
9 2 . 8 p e r c e n t o f W u h a n ' s b u s i 
n e s s e s , e m p l o y i n g 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
c i t y ' s t o t a l c o m m e r c i a l p o p u l a t i o n 
a n d a c c o u n t i n g f o r 2 9 . 4 p e r c e n t o f 
a l l r e t a i l s a l e s . S i n c e J u n e l a s t 
y e a r , t h e c i t y ' s i n d u s t r i a l a n d c o m 
m e r c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e p a r t m e n t s 
h a v e b e e n i s s u i n g l i c e n s e s t o 3 4 
i n d i v i d u a l p e d l a r s e v e r y d a y , m o s t 
b e i n g e n g a g e d i n t h e s e r v i c e 
t r a d e s . 

" M y f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
r e f o r m i s t h a t t h e r e a r e m o r e 
c o m m o d i t i e s a n d i t i s g e t t i n g e a s i e r 
t o b u y w h a t o n e w a n t s , " s a i d H a n 
S h a n x i a o , a n e m p l o y e e o f t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g R i v e r N a v i g a t i o n 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

" I n t h e p a s t , w h a t b o t h e r e d m e 
m o s t w a s h a v i n g t o q u e u e f o r 
v e g e t a b l e s a f t e r w o r k . N o w I c a n 
c h o o s e a n d b u y w h a t e v e r I w a n t 
a n y w h e r e a t a n y t i m e , " H a n 
a d d e d . 

U s u a l l y , t h e p e d l a r s s e t u p t h e i r 
s t a l l s a t p l a c e s d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e 
m u n i c i p a l i n d u s t r i a l a n d c o m 
m e r c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e p a r t m e n t 
i n d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r e a s o r a l o n g m a j o r r o a d s . T h e 
W u h a n D e p a r t m e n t S t o r e i s o n e 
o f t h e t e n b i g g e s t c o m m e r c i a l 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s o f i t s k i n d i n 
C h i n a . I n t h e s t r e e t a r o u n d i t , 
h o w e v e r , a r e a b o u t 1 0 0 i n d i v i d u a l 
p e d l a r s . T h e p e d l a r s e v e n p u t u p 
s t a l l s a l o n g J i a n g h a n R o a d , a 
c o m m e r c i a l c e n t r e m a i n l y g i v e n 
o v e r t o s t a t e - r u n s h o p s . T h e y d a r e 
t o c o m p e t e w i t h t h e s t a t e d e p a r t 
m e n t s t o r e s b e c a u s e t h e y c a n o f f e r 
t h e i r c u s t o m e r s t h e l a t e s t f a s h i o n s 
f r o m S h a n g h a i , S h e n z h e n a n d e v e n 
H o n g k o n g , a s w e l l a s v a r i o u s s m a l l 
c o m m o d i t i e s n o t a v a i l a b l e f r o m 
t h e s t a t e d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s . 

Y a n g t z e S t r e e t i s a 6 0 0 - m e t r e -
l o n g l a n e o f f J i a n g h a n R o a d . T h e 
n a r r o w l a n e i s l i n e d w i t h s t a l l s s e t 

A n i g h l s c e n e i n J i o n g h a n S t r e e t . 

u p b y 2 4 3 i n d i v i d u a l p e d l a r s 
w h o s e t o t a l m o n t h l y s a l e s e x c e e d 

1 m i l l i o n y u a n . I n W u h a n , t h e r e 
a r e s e v e r a l d o z e n s t r e e t s c o m 
p l e t e l y o c c u p i e d b y i n d i v i d u a l l y 
o w n e d b u s i n e s s e s . T h e b i g g e s t i s 
H a n z h e n g S t r e e t . 

Hanzheng Street 
S q u e e z e d b e t w e e n t h e C h a n g 

j i a n g ( Y a n g t z e ) a n d H a n s h u i 
R i v e r s , H a n z h e n g S t r e e t w a s o n c e 
t h e m o s t p r o s p e r o u s c o m m e r c i a l 
c e n t r e i n W u h a n . T h e c e n t u r i e s - o l d 
w h a r v e s a n d w a r e h o u s e s s t i l l 
l o c a t e d t h e r e i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e l o c a l 
r e s i d e n t s a r e e x p e r i e n c e d i n w h o l e 
s a l i n g . I n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e 
1 9 t h c e n t u r y , W u h a n b e c a m e a 
s o - c a l l e d t r e a t y p o r t . T h e c a p i t a l i s t 
i n t r u s i o n e n d e d H a n z h e n g S t r e e t ' s 
r e i g n a s t h e c i t y ' s c o m m e r c i a l h u b . 
H o w e v e r , 5 2 s m a l l w h o l e s a l e s h o p s 
s t i l l e x i s t e d t h e r e i n 1 9 4 6 . T h e 
n u m b e r d w i n d l e d e v e n m o r e i n I ' e 
1 9 5 0 s , w h e n t h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r -
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Fish market on Jiaotong Street. 

mation of private industrial and 
commercial enterprises was carried 
out and commodity economy failed 
to develop. The last remaining 
state-owned wholesale store on 
Hanzheng Street was closed during 
the "cultural revolution" (1966-76). 

The state-owned wholesalers did 
not begin reopening on Hanzheng 
Street until 1979. At that time, 
licenses were also issued to 
individual pedlars. There are now 
303 state and collectively owned 
wholesale stores and more than 
1,500 individually owned whole
sale stands. These are supple
mented by over 300 stalls owned 
by wholesalers from other parts of 
the country. All the stores and 
stands deal in small commodities, 
most of them produced by 
township- or village-run enterprises 
throughout China. The buyers are 
also individual businessmen from 
areas scattered across the country
side. 

In one lane off Hanzheng Street, 
there is a collectively run credit 
co-operative. The first financial 
organization of its kind in China, 
it employs 12 people — five young 
people and seven retirees from 
state-owned financial organiza
tions. Among the latter is its 

director, Guo Weisheng, who 
formerly worked in the Wuhan 
branch of the People's Bank of 
China. Crammed into a tiny 20-
square-metre room, the co
operative mainly serves small 
collectives and individuals, taking 
their deposits and granting them 
loans. Although it maintains an 
account in the much larger Indu
strial and Commercial Bank of 
China, the co-operative remains 
independent. For its part, the bank 

only plays a supervisory role, 
sending people to check the co
operative's accounts at regular 
intervals. 

The co-operative's interest rates 
on savings deposits are the same 
as that of the Industrial and Com
mercial Bank, while its rates for 
loans are slightly higher. But the 
co-operative provides better service 
with simpler procedures, and many 
collectives and individuals prefer 
to keep accounts there. Since the 
co-operative opened last Septem
ber, its clientele has grown from 
147 to 559, and its total amount 
of deposits from 191,000 yuan to 
2.116 million yuan — an 11-fold 
increase. From January to April 
this year, the co-operative granted 
loans worth 8.64 million yuan, 
earning a profit of 40,000 yuan on 
the transactions. The co-operative 
also sells insurance, handles re
mittances and sends money orders. 
Like many other experienced entre
preneurs, Director Guo is now 
looking for a larger home for his 
growing business. 

Since the introduction of the 
reforms, the number of collectively 
owned credit co-operatives in 
Wuhan has increased to 24. 

(To be continued) 

A grocery morket. 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 

Turning Prisons Into 'Special Schools' 
from "ZHONGGUO 
QINGNIAN BAO" 
(China Youth News) 

I MAGINE convicts finishing 
their prison terms better edu

cated, well-versed in a particular 
skill and confident of a pew fu
ture. That is exactly what is hap
pening in China these days. 

By the end of 1984, 43 percent 
of those in jail had attended pri
son-run schools of one kind or an
other while serving their sqntences, 
and 5,200 of them earned diplomas 
after passing rigid national exams. 

Turning prisoners into students 
is a major reform in helping law
breakers turn over a new leaf; it 
is also part of an effort to establish 
a uniquely Chipese legal system. 
Many prisons and reformatories 
have offered courses so that inma
tes, many of them youths who fell 
afoul of the law out of ignorance, 
are given a chance to mend thfir 
ways by learning how to read and 
write and master useful skills. As 
a result, many have left prison as 
useful people able to do their 
share for the Coventry's moderni
zation drive. 

Quite a few have become factory 
directors, engineers and techni
cians. Liu Bangli, an ex-convict 
from Shandong Province, found 
the knowledge he had picked up 
while behind the bars so useful 
that he opened an electrical ap-
plif^nces repair shop and a plastics 
factory soon after his release. 

By showing them a way out of 
their plight, the drive for knowl
edge had helped prisoners foster 
self-respect, a sense of responsibil
ity and an urge to make constant 
progress. Liu Dexue, for example, 
was serving a life sentence in 

Henan's No. 1 Penitentiary, but 
for a time simply did not know 
what really did him in. Only after 
a period of study in prison did he 
realize that he deserved his punish
ment. This prompted him to study 
hard and to do everything he 
could to atone for his crime. 

In the past no one could qnter 
prison without feeling pessimistic 
about his future. But today prison-
run schools have turned many con

victs into avid learners who want 
to change themselves. In all this, 
they have the support of their fam
ily members, who send in books 
a(nd other study material. 

What is happening in Chinese 
prisons has aroused strong feelings 
around the world. "This shows 
that your social system is good, 
your prison management humane 
and your way of reforming the 
convicts sophisticated," said one 
foreigner after visiting a school 
run by a Yunnan penitentiary. 

Spikers Take Aim on World Crown 

from "WEN HUl BAO" 
(Wen Hui Daily) 

The new coach of the Chinese 
women's volleyball team is eager 
to win the World Cup in Tokyo 
in November, but he isn't sure 
whether that goat can be achieved. 

Deng Ruozeng became the 
team's head coach after his prede
cessor. Yuan Weimin. left to take 
up a government post. His worry 
was not unfounded. In two recent 
major tournaments, the Chinese 
team foijnd themselves up against 
powerful challenges from the 
Cubans and Soviets — both of 
whom were not even considered a 
good match for them just a short 
while ago. The Cuban team, for 
example, fielded a much taller 
squad capable of formidable spik
ing at the net. China won the 
matches, but the sudden emergence 
of the Cubans posed severe threat 
to the Chinese team. 

What is the answer? Said Deng, 
"We have no alternative but to 
improve our serving while giving 
full play to our fast and versatile 
tactics. Only when we play a fast 
game and constantly change our 

tactics do we stand a chance of 
beating our taller opponents." 

The head coach was impressed 
by the rapid progress in interna
tional volleyball. "We are improv
ing, but so are the others — and 
at a much faster rate at that. Two 
years ago, Chinese spikers were 
the best in the world, but now 
others have caught and surpassed 
us." 

With the threat of the Cubans 
and the Soviets looming large, 
Deng urged his players to know 
the situation and themselves bet
ter, and to discard the notion that 
China's dominance in women's 
volleyball is unquestionable. 

Asked about his future plans, he 
said, "As you can clearly see, my 
aim is to keep my team, already 
triple world champions, in the 
front ranks of international 
sports." But that is more easily 
said than done. The Chinese team 
has long been a target for the rest 
of the world. And with new 
forces emerging, there is no telling 
whether China can win the triple 
crown again. "But now that I'm 
in charge, I'll do my best to make 
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that goal a reality. There is no use 
bragging about yourself," he said. 

The new head coach is satisfied 
with his team. Everyone, players 
and trainers alike, is working hard 
and confident about the future. 
" I 'm sure we can win in future 
competitions as long as we keep 
on working and car% forward the 
tradition established by our retired 
players," Deng said. 

Prisoner Takes 
College Courses 

from "ZHONGGUO 
QINGNIAN BAO" 
(China Youth News) 

Chen Wenlong, a 24-year-old 
man serving a prison term for 
counterfeiting, gradually realized 
that it was his ignorance that led 
him to crime. To turn over a new 
leaf, he decided to pick up books 
and pen during his stay in jail. He 
applied for one correspondence 
college after another, only to be 
rejected time and again. 

" In the past ," he said in a letter 
to the press, "I neglected my stud
ies, hated work and loved an easy 
life. All this, coupled with my 
ignorance of the law, finally did 
me in. Now I have made up my 
mind to mend my ways through 
study, so that someday I'll be 
useful to the country and the 
people." 

After being rejected by many 
colleges, he applied once again to 
the Beijing Humanities Correspon
dence College. Fearing a further 
"no ," he also wrote to China Youth 
News for help. 

"Dear editor," he implored, 
"would you please look into this 
matter for me, and tell the college 
how 1 long to be accepted as a 
special student under special 
circumstances?" 

"As a prisoner eager to learn, I 
July 15, 1985 

badly need help and care because 
afterwards I will return to so
ciety," he wrote. "My crime only 
speaks for my past; it should have 
nothing to do with my future." 

Chen said he intended to finish 
college in his prison cell, so that 
after his term of imprisonment was 
completed, he could work for so
ciety and atone for his past wrong
doing. 

The editors were only too willing 
to honour his request. They con
tacted the college and were happy 
to learn that it had already ac
cepted the jailed student. 

Cola W a r C a l l e d 
To D e t h r o n e Coke 

from "ZHONGGUO 
QINGGONGYE BAO" 
(China Light Industry News) 

Yu Guangyuan, a noted Chinese 
economist, recently said China 
should market its own carbonated 
soft drinks to compete with 
America's Coca-Cola. 

Chinese dinner tables and ban
quet halls are the best places for 
publicizing locally made drinks, 
he said. But the irony is that if 
someone wants a cola on those oc
casions. Coke is often the only 
choice. That could be tolerated 
if China was indeed unable to 
produce its own high-quality colas, 
said the economist, but such is not 
the case. Tianfu Cola, produced 
by a Chongqing factory, is definite
ly a good drink of its kind, he 
added. 

What is to be done about this 
situation? Yu said it is imperative 
to let local colas compete with 
Coke, and this task should be put 
high on the agenda of Chinese 
drink factories and stores. The 
economist suggested that the coun
try's soft drink producers rally 
their efforts to produce highly 
competitive beverages, and that 

measures be taken so that stores 
are willing to sell them. Sales of 
Chinese cola can be vastly boosted 
if half of the domestic market can 
be seized back from Coke, he 
noted. 

P e a s a n t W o m a n 
Studies Overseas 

f7o^"N6NGMTf7RTBAO" ~ 
(Peasant Daily) 

Wang Lili, a 27-year-old peasant 
woman, became the talk of the 
town in Xian, capital of Shaanxi 
Province, when she let it be 
known that her family was rich 
enough to send her to study in 
Japan. Her thirst for knowledge 
won the support of her family 
and the Xian Hygienic School, 
where she taught. 

Her family had its fill of poverty 
for generations, tilling the land in 
a village near the city. Their lives 
took a turn for the better after the 
Third Plenary Session of the 11th 
Party Central Committee held in 
1978 introduced new rural eco
nomic policies. The measures 
enabled Wang's father and broth
ers to quit farming and become 
rural factory workers. Before 
long, the family was well-to-do, 
with enough money to spare for 
Lili's education. 

She applied to the Tokyo In
dustrial University, and was soon 
admitted into its organic chemistry 
department for a five-year pro
gramme. She arrived in Japan 
last February and happily began 
her new life, with all expenses 
covered by her family. 



B U S I N E S S AND TRADE 

Leasing Business Grows in Beijing I t w i l l a l s o l e a s e 
e q u i p m e n t a b r o a d . 

C h i n e s e - m a d e 

" I n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s y e a r o u r 
c o m p a n y ' s l e a s i n g b u s i n e s s h a s 
b e e n b r i s k . I t s t a k e c a m e t o 
U S $ 6 4 m i l l i o n , f a r e x c e e d i n g t h a t 
o f t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d o f l a s t 
y e a r , " Z h u a n g J i a n y a n g , d e p u t y 
m a n a g e r o f t h e C h i n a O r i e n t L e a s 
i n g C o . L t d . , t o l d Beijing Review. 

T h e C h i n a O r i e n t L e a s i n g C o . 
L t d . , t h e f i r s t j o i n t v e n t u r e o f i t s 
k i n d c o n t r a c t e d f o r a p e r i o d o f 2 0 
y e a r s , w a s f i n a n c e d b y t h e C h i n a 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l T r u s t a n d I n v e s t m e n t 
C o r p . , t h e B e i j i n g M e c h a n i c a l a n d 
E l e c t r i c a l E q u i p m e n t C o . a n d t h e 
O r i e n t L e a s i n g C o . L t d . o f J a p a n . 

" S i n c e i t s f o u n d i n g i n A p r i l 
1 9 8 1 , m o r e a n d m o r e c l i e n t s h a v e 

c o m e t o t a l k b u s i n e s s w i t h o u r 
c o m p a n y . W e h a v e c o n c l u d e d 
m o r e c o n t r a c t s a n d o u r b u s i n e s s 
h a s g r o w n y e a r b y y e a r , " s a i d 
Z h u a n g . 

Year Number of Business 
contracts volume 

(US$ million) 

Apr. to Dec. 8 2 
1981 

1982 40 13.5 
1983 88 35 
1984 175 120 

T h e c o m p a n y ' s b u s i n e s s v o l u m e 
w i l l r e a c h U S $ 1 3 0 m i l l i o n t h i s 
y e a r , h e a d d e d . I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t 
i t s f u n d i n g , t o t a l l i n g U S $ 3 m i l l i o n , 
w i l l b e r e c o u p e d i n l a t e 1 9 8 5 . 

B u s i n e s s w i t h J a p a n a c c o u n t e d 
f o r 6 0 t o 7 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e c o m 
p a n y ' s t o t a l r e v e n u e , f o l l o w e d b y 
t h e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f G e r m a n y 
a n d I t a l y . T h e c o m p a n y w o u l d 
l i k e t o t r a d e w i t h W e s t E u r o p e a n 
n a t i o n s a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
Z h u a n g s a i d . B u t h e a l s o n o t e d 
t h a t t h e s e c o u n t r i e s c o u l d o f f e r 
c o m p e t i t i v e g o o d s a t r e a s o n a b l e 
p r i c e s . 

T h e C h i n a O r i e n t L e a s i n g C o . . 
L t d . h a s s i g n e d c o - o p e r a t i o n a g r e e 
m e n t s w i t h 3 0 t r u s t a n d i n v e s t m e n t 
c o m p a n i e s i n C h i n a . I t h a s a b r a n c h 
i n G u a n g z h o u a n d a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f f i c e i n N a n j i n g . I t i s e x p e c t e d 
t h a t t h r e e m o r e b r a n c h e s o r o f 
f i c e s w i l l b e s e t u p i n C h i n a ' s o p e n 
c o a s t a l c i t i e s t h i s y e a r . T h i s C h i 
nese- l e a s i n g c o m p a n y h a s s i g n e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s w i t h s i x 
f i r m s i n N e w Y o r k , H a m b u r g a n d 
H o n g k o n g . I t h a s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d 
b u s i n e s s r e l a t i o n s w i t h n i n e b a n k s 
a b r o a d . 

L e a s i n g f i r s t t o o k r o o t i n C h i n a 
i n 1 9 7 9 . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s i x 
n a t i o n a l l e a s i n g c o m p a n i e s a l r e a d y 
se t u p w i t h g o v e r n m e n t a p p r o v a l , 
m a n y p r o v i n c e s a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
h a v e a l s o s e t u p l e a s i n g f i r m s o r 
g o n e i n t o t h e l e a s i n g b u s i n e s s . T h e 
c o m p a n i e s ' c a n s u p p l y a i r p l a n e s , 
s h i p s , i n d u s t r i a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n m a c h i n e r y , m e d i c a l 
a n d e l e c t r i c a l e q u i p m e n t , i n s t r u 
m e n t s a n d m e t e r s a n d t r a n s p o r t 
a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n e q u i p m e n t . 
T h e c o m p a n y i s n o w l o o k i n g i n t o 
e q u i p m e n t s u b - l e a s i n g a n d r e n t a l s . 

Law Office to 
Handle Biz Cases 

T h e C & C L a w O f f i c e , a l e g a l 
o f f i c e w h i c h w i l l h a n d l e f o r e i g n 
e c o n o m i c a n d c i v i l c a s e s , o p e n e d 
J u n e 2 6 i n B e i j i n g . T h e o p e n i n g 
c e r e m o n y w a s a t t e n d e d b y N a 
t i o n a l P e o p l e ' s C o n g r e s s S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e V i c e - C h a i r m a n R o n g 
Y i r e n a n d S t a t e C o u n c i l l o r Z h a n g 
J i n g f u . 

C & C i s o n e o f C h i n a ' s f o u r l a w 
o f f i c e s e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h t h e ap 
p r o v a l o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f J u s t i c e , 
t h e o t h e r t h r e e b e i n g t h e C h i n a 
L e g a l O f f i c e C o r p . , t h e C h i n a 
G l o b a l L a w O f f i c e a n d t h e H u a -
l i a n L a w O f f i c e f o r E c o n o m i c 
T r a d e . T h e n e w l e g a l s e r v i c e s e e k s 
t o p r o v i d e c l i e n t s w i t h i n d e p e n 
d e n t a n d o b j e c t i v e l e g a l a d v i c e 
a n d t o p r o t e c t t h e i r r i g h t s a n d i n 
t e r e s t s . T h e o f f i c e h a s a n u m b e r 
o f e x p e r i e n c e d a t t o r n e y s w h o h a v e 
r e c e i v e d l e g a l t r a i n i n g i n C h i n a 
a n d a b r o a d . 

Guests sign in at the C & C Low Office. 
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The lawyers will provide legal 
consultation on international eco
nomic and trade transactions, 
transportation, exploitation of na
tural resources, financing, deben
tures, taxation, insurance and es
tablishing corporations. They will 
also act as agents; review, draft 
and revise agreements, contracts, 
articles of association and other 
legal documents; and participate 
in negotiations at the request of 
clients. 

Gu Xiancheng, director of the 
C & C Law Office, told Beijing 
Review that his firm grew out of 
the legal advisory office of the 
China International Economic 
Consultant Inc. (ClEC), which has 
relations with law firms in the 
United States, Britain, Australia, 
Canada, Hongkong and Macao. 
Following its establishment in 
1981, CI EC's legal office has 
handled 300 cases dealing with 
projects for economic co-operation 
with foreign firms, including the 
Antaibu Opencut Coal Mine in 
Shanxi, the largest joint venture 
to date between China and the 
United States. 

Centre Offers Stats 
To Businesses 

The Statistical Consultation 
Service Centre of China has 
opened for business. 

The service centre, backed by 
the State Statistical Bureau, offers 
statistical information for domestic 
and foreign clients, conducts 
market projections and other 
surveys and provides consultation 
services. The service centre makes 
use of the State Statistical Bureau's 
rich social and economic data and 
relies on urban and rural survey 
contingents composed of some 
20,000 people. The centre also 
plans to publish a series of publi
cations in foreign languages. 

The centre has already provid
ed Japanese and American 
businessmen and Hongkong and 
Macao clients with information 
on China's housing and durable 
consumer goods market. In co
operation with New World Press 
and Longwen Press, the centre has 
also put out a number of publica
tions in English, including 
Statistical Abstract of China, 
Statistical Yearbook of Cities — 
1985 and Data of the Survey of the 
Basic Conditions of Urban Resi
dents of China. The centre has re
cently set out to investigate the in
vestment environment in China's 
open economic areas along the 
coast — the Changjiang River 
Delta, the Zhujiang River Delta 
and the South Fujian Delta. The 
survey will be used to produce 
detailed and reliable investment 
information for domestic and 

foreign investors and businesses 
considering doing business in 
those areas. 

Japanese Display 
Fast-Food Tech 

A two-day foodstuff exhibition 
sponsored by Japan's Mitsubishi 
Commercial Corp. was held July 
5-6 in Beijing. 

With the participation of 29 
influential Japanese firms, the ex
hibition introduced Japanese fast 
food to the Chinese people. 

As the pace of life quickens in 
China's cities, the need to "eat and 
run" has increased. With the re
placement of the traditional two-
hour lunch with a one-hour break, 
Beijing's office workers have be
come hungry pursuers of the fast 
meal. The exhibition provided a 
chance for Beijing residents to see 
how Tokyo's lunch-goers eat com
plete meals in just minutes. 

Mitsubishi Commercial is hold
ing business talks with Chinese 
officials on the establishment of 
several joint ventures in China, in
cluding an oil-pressing plant in 
Dalian. They have also discussed 
establishing a brewery with the 
help of Kirin Brewery Co. Ltd. 
and assisting the technical trans
formation of the Maling Canned 
Food Plant in Shanghai. 

L e f t : Equipment leased by the bread factory affiliated with the Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital has been put 
into operation. 

R i g h t : Japanese exhibitors demonstrate fast-food preparation techniques at the Mitsubishi food exhibition. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 

Exhibition Brings Dong Folklore to Life 

Dong drum lower. 

V i s i t o r s t o a r e c e n t e x h i b i t i o n 
o f D o n g n a t i o n a l i t y a r c h i t e c t u r e 
a n d f o l k l o r e a t B e i j i n g ' s C u l t u r a l 
P a l a c e f o r t h e N a t i o n a l i t i e s w e r e 
i n f o r a s u r p r i s e — a t l e a s t a t t h e 
v e r y b e g i n n i n g . W h e r e t h e y e x 
p e c t e d a w a r m s m i l e a n d a w e l 
c o m e , t h e y f o u n d t h e d o o r b l o c k e d 
b y w o o d e n p l o u g h s a n d w e a v i n g 
l o o m s . A d o z e n y o u n g w o m e n i n 
b e a u t i f u l c o s t u m e s a p p e a r e d , s i n g 
i n g "I W o n ' t L e t Y o u I n " t o t h e 
a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f 1 2 e q u a l l y e x o t -
i c a l l y a t t i r e d y o u n g m e n p l a y i n g 
t h e lusheng, a r e e d - p i p e w i n d i n 
s t r u m e n t . I t b e g a n t o l o o k d o u b t 
f u l t h a t t h e v i s i t o r s w o u l d e v e r 
m a k e i t a c r o s s t h e t h r e s h o l d . 

B u t t h e s o n g e n d e d a n d t h e 
h o s t s a n d h o s t e s s e s b e g a n o f f e r i n g 
v i s i t o r s b u f f a l o h o r n s f i l l e d w i t h 
w i n e . O n l y a f t e r t h e w i n e w a s 
g o n e w e r e t h e v i s i t o r s a l l o w e d t o 
f i l e i n t o t h e e x h i b i t i o n h a l l . 

T h e e x h i b i t i o n w a s a c t u a l l y a 
m i c r o c o s m o f t h e r i c h c u l t u r e a n d 
f o l k l o r e o f t h e D o n g s , a n e t h n i c 

g r o u p o f 1.4 m i l l i o n , h a l f o f w h o m 
l i v e i n t h e s o u t h w e s t p r o v i n c e o f 
G u i z h o u . 

T h e m o s t e y e - c a t c h i n g e x h i b i t s 
i n t h e s h o w w e r e t h e w o o d e n r e p 
l i c a s o f d r u m t o w e r s a n d b r i d g e s 
p l a c e d i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e h a l l . 

T h e d r u m t o w e r s c e r t a i n l y d e 
s e r v e d t h e c e n t r e s t a g e , c o n s i d e r 
i n g t h e i r r o l e i n D o n g t r a d i t i o n . 
T h e o l d e s t e x i s t i n g D o n g d r u m 
t o w e r s d a t e b a c k t o t h e 1 7 t h c e n 
t u r y . 

L e g e n d h a s i t t h a t a D o n g g i r l , 
w h i l e c a r r y i n g a w a t e r - f i l l e d 
b u c k e t o n a p i t c h - d a r k n i g h t , 
s p o t t e d a b u n c h o f b a n d i t s o u t t o 
p l u n d e r h e r h a m l e t . T o a l e r t t h e 
v i l l a g e , s h e b e g a n t o b e a t t h e s i d e 

o f t h e b u c k e t . T h e s o u n d w a s s o 
l o u d t h a t i t w o k e e v e r y v i l l a g e r . 
T h e y a l l j u m p e d o u t o f t h e i r b e d s , 
p i c k e d . u p w e a p o n s , a n d , a f t e r a 
b i t t e r f i g h t , k i l l e d t h e b a n d i t s . 
A f t e r t h a t t h e D o n g s s t a r t e d p u t 
t i n g u p d r u m t o w e r s s o t h e y c o u l d 
b e c a l l e d i n t o a c t i o n i n t i m e s o f 
d a n g e r . E v e r y h a m l e t h a d a t l e a s t 
o n e d r u m t o w e r ; s o m e l a r g e v i l 
l a g e s h a d a s m a n y a s f i v e . 

T o d a y t h e s e s t r u c t u r e s a r e m o r e 
f o r h a p p y g e t - t o g e t h e r s t h a n f o r 
d e f e n c e p u r p o s e s . D u r i n g f e s t i 
v a l s , t h e v i l l a g e r s g a t h e r o n t h e 
l a w n s u r r o u n d i n g t h e d r u m t o w e r 
o r a r o u n d t h e f i r e p l a c e i n s i d e f o r 
a w h o l e n i g h t o f m e r r y m a k i n g . 

E a c h d r u m t o w e r i s a s t u d y o f 

Chengyong Bridge, built in the Dong style. 
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D o n g a r c h i t e c t u r e . N o t a s i n g l e 
i r o n n a i l i s u s e d i n t h e w h o l e 
t o w e r . T h e s t r u c t u r e i s h e l d t o 
g e t h e r w i t h t e n o n s a n d m o r t i s e s i n 
a w a y t h a t g u a r a n t e e s l o n g y e a r s 
o f u s e . D e s i g n s v a r y v a s t l y , b u t 
o n e t h i n g i s c o m m o n : A l l d r u m 
t o w e r s h a v e a n e v e n n u m b e r o f 
s i d e s a n d a n o d d n u m b e r o f 
s t o r e y s . E a v e s r a n g e f r o m s i n g l e 
t o s e v e r a l l a y e r s , a n d a l l t o w e r s 
a r e a b o u t 2 0 m e t r e s h i g h . 

N o D o n g d r u m t o w e r h a s a 
d o o r . T h e g r o u n d f l o o r i s e i t h e r 
f e n c e d i n o r c o m p l e t e l y o p e n o n 
a l l s i d e s , w i t h l o n g b e n c h e s p l a c e d 
a r o u n d a f i r e p l a c e i n t h e c e n t r e . 
S t a i r c a s e s a r e c a r v e d o u t o f a 
s i n g l e t r e e t r u n k , a n d t h e w h o l e 
s t r u c t u r e r e s t s o n f o u r , s i x o r e i g h t 
w o o d e n p i l l a r s . 

P a i n t e d s c u l p t u r e s o f e x o t i c 
b i r d s a n d b e a s t s a r e p e r c h e d o n 
t h e e a v e s , a n d t h e c o r n i c e i s 
g r a c e d w i t h p a i n t i n g s d e p i c t i n g 
l o c a l f i g u r e s , f o l k l o r e a n d l a n d 
s c a p e . T h e D o n g s h a v e a s k i l f u l 
w a y o f u s i n g c o l o u r s t o b l e n d t h e 
d r u m t o w e r s i n t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
s c e n e r y : R e d a n d b r o w n u n d e r 
t h e e a v e s , g r e y f o r r o o f t i l e s a n d 
w h i t e f o r t h e r i d g e s , w h i l e p i l l a r s , 
b e a m s a n d r a f t e r s a r e a l l l e f t u n -
p a i n t e d . 

N o l e s s i m p o r t a n t i n t h e D o n g 
t r a d i t i o n i s a k i n d o f c o v e r e d 
b r i d g e i n t h e s h a p e o f a p a v i l i o n . 
B u i l t m o s t o f t e n a t t h e e n t r a n c e 
t o a h a m l e t , t h e b r i d g e i s a s y m b o l 
o f g o o d l u c k a n d c a n , i t i s be 
l i e v e d , p r e v e n t t h e w e a l t h o f t h e 
v i l l a g e r s f r o m d i s a p p e a r i n g . T h e 
b r i d g e i s a l s o w h e r e D o n g s m e e t , 
b i d f a r e w e l l t o g u e s t s a n d e n j o y 
t h e m s e l v e s d u r i n g h o l i d a y s . 

T h e m o s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
D o n g b r i d g e s i s t h e D i p i n g P a i n t e d 
B r i d g e , n o w u n d e r s p e c i a l s t a t e 
p r o t e c t i o n as a m a j o r c u l t u r a l r e l i c . 
T h e 5 7 - m e t r e - l o n g b r i d g e h a s t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e o f t h r e e w o o d e n 
h o u s e s s i t t i n g a s t r i d e a r i v e r , w i t h 
t h e o n e i n t h e m i d d l e b u i l t i n t h e 
s t y l e o f a d r u m t o w e r . I t i s s o m e 
t i m e s k n o w n as t h e " B r i d g e d - D r u m 
T o w e r . " A s c u l p t u r e o f t w o 
d r a g o n s p l a y i n g w i t h a p e a r l i s 
p l a c e d a t o p t h e r o o f o f t h e b r i d g e . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o a r c h i t e c t u r e , t h e 
B e i j i n g e x h i b i t i o n s h o w c a s e d a 
r i c h v a r i e t y o f h o m e s p u n f a b r i c s . 
A l t h o u g h m a c h i n e - m a d e f a b r i c s 
h a v e f o u n d a m a r k e t i n D o n g v i l 
l a g e s i n r e c e n t d e c a d e s , t h e l o c a l 
p e o p l e k e p t t h e i r w e a v i n g t r a d i 
t i o n v e r y m u c h a l i v e . A l m o s t e v e r y 
D o n g w o m a n i s a d e f t w e a v e r . 

S o m e a r e c a p a b l e o f u s i n g a 
p e d a l e d m a c h i n e t o s p i n t w o y a r n s 
a t a t i m e . M a d e o f e i t h e r c o t t o n 
o r s i l k i n g r e e n , p u r p l e , w h i t e a n d 
b l u e , t h e D o n g h o m e s p u n f a b r i c s 
a r e k n o w n f o r g o o d c r a f t s m a n s h i p , 
b e a u t i f u l p a t t e r n s a n d d u r a b i l i t y . 

O u t o f t h e w e a v i n g t r a d i t i o n w a s 
b o r n t h e d i s t i n c t i v e D o n g a t t i r e . 
T h e m e n o f t e n s p o r t a j a c k e t w i t h 
b u t t o n s d o w n t h e f r o n t , w h i l e 
w o m e n w e a r e i t h e r s k i r t s o r s h o r t 
t r o u s e r s m a t c h e d w i t h o p e n 
j a c k e t s . T h e w o m e n ' s j a c k e t s h a v e 
n o c o l l a r s o r b u t t o n s a n d t h e i r 
s l e e v e s a n d t r o u s e r s a r e y s u a l l y 
t r i m m e d w i t h l a c e . B o t h m e n a n d 
w o m e n c o m m o n l y w e a r b e l t s , p u t 
t e e s a n d t u r b a n s . 

A d d i n g l u s t r e t o t h e D o n g 
h o m e s p u n i s t h e l o c a l a r t o f e m 
b r o i d e r y , w h i c h i s p l a c e d o n e v e r y 
t h i n g f r o m g a r m e n t s t o b e l t s a n d 
h a n d k e r c h i e f s . W h a t e v e r t h e 
i m a g e — b i r d s , f l o w e r s , g r a s s o r 
i n s e c t s — e a c h p i e c e o f D o n g e m 
b r o i d e r y i s a t r u e p i e c e o f a r t . 

A e s t h e t i c s c a n b e s e n s e d i n e v e r y 
a s p e c t o f D o n g l i f e . D o n g r a t t a n 
a n d b a m b o o p r o d u c t s , f o r e x a m 
p l e , a r e m u c h s o u g h t - a f t e r f o r 
b o t h t h e i r a r t i s t i c v a l u e a n d t h e i r 
d u r a b l e u s e f u l n e s s . 

A l m o s t e v e r y D o n g i s a n e n 
t h u s i a s t i c s i n g e r a n d d a n c e r . A l l 
h a m l e t s h a v e t h e i r o w n c h o i r s , 
w h i c h o f t e n v i s i t n e i g h b o u r i n g 
v i l l a g e s f o r s i n g i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s 
a n d p e r f o r m d u r i n g f e s t i v a l s a n d 
w h e n g u e s t s a r r i v e d . T h i s t r a d i 
t i o n w a s a l s o u s e d t o l i v e n u p t h e 
B e i j i n g e x h i b i t i o n h a l l . V i s i t o r s 
w e r e o f t e n i n v i t e d t o j o i n y o u n g 
D o n g h o s t s a n d h o s t e s s e s i n a f o l k 
d a n c e , i n w h i c h m e m b e r s s a n g 
w h i l e m a k i n g r h y t h m i c s t e p s , 
h a n d i n h a n d o r s h o u l d e r t o 
s h o u l d e r . 

N o v i s i t o r c o u l d l e a v e t h e e x 
h i b i t i o n w i t h o u t f e e l i n g e n t e r t a i n 
e d . B e f o r e t h e y l e f t , e a c h g u e s t 
w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h a r e d e g g 
w r a p p e d i n a t i n y s i l k n e t , a 
s y m b o l o f g o o d f o r t u n e . 

T w o D o n g w o m e n c h o t w i t h a C a n a d i a n v i s i t o r . 

luly 15, 1 9 8 5 53 



Artists Portray World of Sports 
T h e m o t i o n l e s s a r c h e r , h e r f a 

c i a l e x p r e s s i o n a s t u d y o f s e r e n i t y 
a n d s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e , h a d h e r b o w 
s t r e t c h e d t o t h e l i m i t a n d h e r e y e s 
f o c u s e d i n t h e d i s t a n c e o n h e r t a r 
g e t . A c r o s s t h e r o o m a r a c e w a l k e r 
s e e m e d t o b e s u s p e n d e d i n t i m e , 
a s s h e s w u n g h e r a r m s i n u n i s o n 
w i t h h e r l e g s . B o t h a t h l e t e s t o o k , 
p r i z e s , b u t n o t o n t h e f i e l d . T h e y 
w e r e b o t h w i n n e r s i n C h i n a ' s f i r s t 
S p o r t s F i n e A r t s E x h i b i t i o n h e l d 
i n B e i j i n g J u n e 1 0 - 2 5 . 

T h e e x h i b i t i o n i n c l u d e d 4 0 7 
p i e c e s — 1 3 0 s c u l p t u r e s , 8 0 t r a d i 
t i o n a l C h i n e s e p a i n t i n g s , 8 0 o i l s 
a n d m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 p o s t e r s , e n 
g r a v i n g s a n d o t h e r a r t f o r m s — 
a l l d e p i c t i n g a t h l e t e s a n d t h e 
s p o r t s w o r l d . T h e w o r k s p o r t r a y 
e d t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n m a n a n d 
n a t u r e a n d t h e j o y a n d p a i n o f 
c o m p e t i t i o n . B o t h a n c i e n t a n d 
m o d e r n s p o r t s w e r e s h o w n , a n d 
O l y m p i c i m a g e s w e r e c o m m o n . 

S p o n s o r e d b y P r e s i d e n t J u a n 
A n t o n i o S a m a r a n c h a n d t h e I n 
t e r n a t i o n a l O l y m p i c C o m m i t t e e , 
t h e e x h i b i t i o n a t t h e C h i n a A r t 
G a l l e r y w a s o r g a n i z e d b y t h e C h i 
n e s e O l y m p i c C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e 
C h i n e s e A r t i s t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Left: A Critical Mome.it 

A n u m b e r o f p r i z e s w e r e 
a w a r d e d a n d o n e o f t h e t o p s c u l p 
t u r e s w i l l b e s e n t t o S w i t z e r l a n d 
f o r p e r m a n e n t e x h i b i t i o n i n t h e 
O l y m p i c P a r k i n L a u s a n n e . O t h e r 
w o r k s w i l l t r a v e l t o R o m e t o b e 
i n c l u d e d i n t h e W o r l d S p o r t s A r t 
E x h i b i t i o n . 

P r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e e x h i b i t i o n 
b e g a n l a s t J u l y . T h e S t a t e P h y s 
i c a l C u l t u r e a n d S p o r t s C o m m i s 
s i o n a n d t h e C h i n e s e A r t i s t s ' A s 
s o c i a t i o n , e a g e r t o m a k e t h e s h o w 
a s u c c e s s , e n c o u r a g e d a r t i s t s a l l 
o v e r t h e c o u n t r y t o p r o d u c e w o r k s 
w i t h s p o r t s t h e m e s . S o o n t h e r e 
w e r e a r t i s t s s h o w i n g u p a t s t a 
d i u m s a n d g y m n a s i u m s t r y i n g t o 
l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t h e l i v e s o f a t h 
l e t e s . I n a n c i e n t t i m e s m a n y f r e s 
c o e s a n d s c u l p t u r e s p o r t r a y e d 
s p o r t s a c t i v i t i e s , b u t u n t i l r e c e n t l y 
C h i n e s e a r t i s t s h a d l a r g e l y f o r s a 
k e n s p o r t s s u b j e c t s . T h e B e i j i n g 
e x h i b i t i o n m a r k e d t h e b e g i n n i n g 
o f a n e w b o o m o f s p o r t s a r t s . 

Body-Building Face 
Off in Beijing 

W i t h t h e i r b o d i e s w e l l - o i l e d a n d 
t h e i r m u s c l e s p o p p i n g o u t a l l o v e r . 

Right: Female body-builders | 

a w h o l e s t a g e f u l l o f C h i n e s e 
b o d y - b u i l d e r s w e n t t h r o u g h t h e i r 
r i t u a l s t o t h e a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f 
m u s i c . T h e i r g r a c e f u l m o v e m e n t s 
a n d h e a l t h y b u i l d s w o n w a r m a p 
p l a u s e f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e a t C h i 
n a ' s T h i r d N a t i o n a l B o d y - B u i l d ^ ' 
i n g T o u r n a m e n t h e l d i n B e i j i n g 
J u n e 2 1 - 2 3 . 

S h a n g G a n g o f G u a n g d o n g 
P r o v i n c e b e c a m e t h e r e a l h e r o o f 
t h e s h o w w h e n h e c a p t u r e d theT 
o v e r a l l c r o w n i n t h e c o m p e t i t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e c h a m p i o n s o f t h e 
f o u r w e i g h t d i v i s i o n s . ; 

! 
A t o t a l o f 9 9 b o d y - b u i l d e r s f r o m « 

2 3 p r o v i n c e s a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s | 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e t o u r n a m e n t , i 

i 
T h e s p o r t w a s b o r n i n E u r o p e ? 

a n d A m e r i c a a n d h a s g a i n e d !f 
p o p u l a r i t y t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . '\ 
I t h a s b e c o m e o n e o f t h e m o s t * 
p o p u l a r s p o r t s i n t h e w o r l d , w i t h -
1 2 8 c o u n t r i e s h a v i n g m e m b e r s i n 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f i 
B o d y - B u i l d e r s . ^ 

B o d y - b u i l d i n g g o t i t s s t a r t i n ^ 
C h i n a i n t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 s . S i n c e i 
1 9 8 0 t h e r e h a s b e e n r e n e w e d i n - ^ 
t e r e s t i n t h e e v e n t . « 

se during the competition. A 



ART PAQE 

Sculptures by Shi Yi 
B o r n i n 1 9 3 1 i n B e i j i n g , S h i Y i n o w 

w o r k s i n t h e s c u l p t u r e s e c t i o n o f t h e 
C e n t r a l A c a d e m y o f F i n e A r t s i n B e i j i n g . 

W i t h a r e a l i s t i c a n d s i m p l e s t y l e , h e 
e x p r e s s e s t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a n d 
e m o t i o n s o f t h e m a s s e s . 

Little Gir l . 

Granny (Tibetan Woman) . 

A Welcome Spring Rain. 



See t h e Best oj China 
I n Panda Books 

Panda Bdoks, p u b l i s h e d b y Chinese Literature, o f f e r s a f f o r d a b l e 
p a p e r b a c k t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h e b e s t o f c l a s s i c a l a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i n e s e 
l i t e r a t u r e , i n c l u d i n g n o v e l s , s t o r i e s , e s s a y s a n d p o e t r y . 

Chinese Literature, p u b l i s h e d q u a r t e r l y i n E n g l i s h a n d F r e n c h , 
i n t r o d u c e s c o n t e m p o r a r y a n d c l a s s i c a l w r i t i n g , p o e t r y , l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m a n d 
t h e a r t s . 

Order "Panda Books" and "Chinese Literature" through 
our general distributor: 

CHINA IIMTERIMATIONAL BOOK TRADING CORPORATION 

(GUOJI SHUDIAN), P. O . B o x 3 9 9 , B e i j i n g , C h i n a . 

Or inquire at your local bookshops. 
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