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LETTERS

Communist Morality

I am a Hongkong resident of
Chinese nationality and have been
living in Hongkong since my re-
turn from Jamaica in 1947.

I have been a subscriber to your
English edition Beijing Review
for many years, ever since its
first publication here. Ailthough
I don’t agree with all of your ideas
regarding Karl Marx, 1 praise
your government in handling the
exireme Leftist forms of the “cul-
tural revolution.”

At the present moment, 1 see
the country is instituting com-
munist morality, discipline and
the rule of law, which is of the
utmost necessity for conquering
the people’s lust, greed, vanity and
selfishness.

John W.Y. Chan

Hongkong

‘Chinese-Type Modernization’
and ‘Facts and Figures’

Your “Chinese-Type Moderniza-
tien” series dwelt upon all aspects
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Volume 2,

day.
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Just Released by CHINESE LITERATURE
Stories From the Thirties (1) (2)

Volume 1, pp. 456 (IBSN-U-8351-1019-2)
pp. 398 (IBSN-O-8351-1020-6)

Modern Chinese writing began to
maturity in the thirties, and some of the best stories
>f that period are still being studied as models to-
These volumes contain works by well-known
writers including Ye Shengtao, Xu Dishan, Rou Shi,
Wu Zuxiang, Sha Ding, etc.

Published by Chinese Literature
Order PANDA BOOKS through our General Distributor,
China Publications Centre (GUOJI SHUDIAN),
P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China.
Or inquire ot your local bookshops.
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of your modernization programme
—your progress at present, the
goals and the measures involved

to guarantee your success. Apart
from economic, scientific and
technological topics, the series

also discussed social problems such
as population growth and the dan-
ger of “Westernization.”

is useful
Personally,

“Facts and Figures”
as reference material.
I took interest in the Chinese
criminal  statistiecs (“Why the
Crime Rate Is Declining?" issue
No. 12).

I regard your magazine as a
source of information about China.
Your reports also cover world
politics ranging from Afghanistan,
the Middle East to Latin America.
I think that you should detail
your reports on the crises in
capitalist countries.

As for language style, 1 advise
you to use as few borrowed words
as possible.

Generally speaking, I like cover
pictures that depict the progress of
your construction, issue No. 16 this
vear for instance. I didn’t like
cover pictures in as issue No. 14
which obscured the words. Wood-
cuts are also suitable for covers.

H.G. Foerster
Bielefeld, FRG
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I think the “Facts and Figures’
column is very important. For one
thing, statistics should generally
be made known for public judg-
ment since the masses are the
masters of the country and the
final examiners of state policy.
For another, correct plans cannot
be projected without statistics, to
say nothing of implementation or
summary of experiences.

One suggestion: I hope vou will
resume your book review column.
Although our local bookshop has
a list of new books, it does not
have a comprehensive book list.
Also, we have to go to the book-
shop for its list or ask for it
through the post office. I propose
you change your practice of using
a whole page for book ads. You
can do it with small fillers. I hope
you will make greater efforts in
this regard.

Takenori Areura
Kyoto, Japan

1 would rate especially highly
the “Facts and Figures" and other
statistical compilations. Different
cultures tend to be suspicious of
each other's interpretations when
not supported by figures. Both for
my own purposes and to convince
my friends I like to see the actual
numbers,

I would rate the “Chinese-Type
Modernization™ series especially
highly as dealing very specifically
with questions that interested me.

Robert S. Alexander
New York, N.Y., USA

I was glad to have read the

articles about “Chinese-Type
Modernization” and “Facts and
Figures.”

I am a freshman in Chinese
language of the Oriental Linguis-
tics University. 1 take an interest
in almost everything Chinese and
in international affairs, too. Your
magazine is a useful medium
through which I have learnt about
China quite differently than from
the French press. [ have been in-
fatuated with China for many
vears and your magazine informs
me of much about it,

Gaudin Bernandette
Tours, France.

I think that the modernization
drive is very good for China, And
vour progress is all fruits of your
own efforts.

I like articles in your magazine.
Those about sports, culture and
science are my favourites,

R. Mahmadou Diaba
Moaby., Gabon
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Deng Xiaoping on Drafting the Resolution

In the course of drafting the Resolution on Certain
Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding
of the People’s Republic of China (see our issue No. 27,
1981), Deng Xiaoping in many of his talks put forward
three main ideas. The most essential one was to affirm
the historical role of Mao Zedong and adhere to and
develop Mao Zedong Thought (p. 14).

Support Key Projects and Solve Existing Problems

In response to Premier Zhao's call issued last spring,
the departments concerned have worked to accelerate the
construction of key projects. But problems have arisen
in the process: 1. Overextended capital construction.
2. Unauthorized price hikes on building materials and
extra fees from construction units. Effective measures
have been taken to solve these two problems (pp. 4 and 6).

Hoang’s “Letter to the Vietnamese Compatriots”

With the consent of Comrade Hoang Van Hoan, we
reprint his important “Letter to the Vietnamese Com-
patriots” which denounces the Le Duan clique’s crimes in
forfeiting the fruits of the Vietnamese people’s 30-odd
years' struggle and plunging the country into profound
crisi§: it calls for building a peaceful, unified, independent.
democratic, prosperous and strong Viet Nam as expected
by the late President Ho Chi Minh (p. 24).

Wang Meng, a Stylish
Writer

Called a writer of
“stream of consciousness”
and “black humour,”
Wang Meng often per-
plexes critics who try to
use stale literary cliches to
classify his ever-changing
styles and techniques. He
uses whatever style or
technique he thinks will
best tell his story (p. 28).

Deng Xiaoping on an inspec-
tion tour of a Sichuan rural
area.

Photo by Yang Shaoming
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Supporting key projects

Recently, the Chinese Govern-
ment adopted several effective
measures to strictly control ex-
tra-budgetary capital construc-
tion and stop arbitrary price
hikes on building materials so
as to ensure the smooth prog-
ress of key state projects.
This is a matter of great impor-
tance in the current economic
construction as well as a hot
issue in China's news media.

“Key construction projects”
refer to the 93 projects listed in
the Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981-
85), which are now under con-
struction and which involve an
investment of 500 million yuan
(about US$250 million) each.
Most of them are projects in
the energy industry, transport
and communications, or indus-
tries producing much needed
raw materials.

They also include the prepar-
atory construction of 279 major-
projects listed in the Seventh
Five-Year Plan (1986-90) and the
Eighth Five-Year Plan (1991-
95).

Completion of these projects
on schedule is essential to vigor-
ous economic development in the
1990s and to realizing the stra-
tegic goal of quadrupling the
gross annual output value of
industrial and agricultural pro-
duction by the end of this cen-
tury.

The departments concerned
have actively supported these
projects and have accelerated
their construction since Pre-
mier Zhao Ziyang's call that
“the whole country should
support key construction pro-

ject” was issued last spring.
But two problems remain.

The first is that the scale of
capital construction is overex-
tended. Last year, the total in-
vestment for capital construction
in China reached 55,500 million
yuan, thus making 1982 the
fourth year since the founding
of the People’s Republic of
China in which the investment
increased by more than 10,000
million yuan over the previous
year.

This growth rate exceeded
what the national financial and
material resources could bear
and. as usual, resulted in a
strained situation in the supply
of materials.

The above-plan projects were
undertaken by the various local-
ities and departments with self-
pooled funds or bank loans.
Moreover, most of these pro-
Jects are in the processing in-
dustry which consumes a lot of
cnergy. The total investment
for capital construction for 1983
was settled at 50,700 million
yuan, 4,800 million- yuan less
than in 1982. But actual im-
plementation in the first half
of this year shows that the
number of construction pro-
jects is still on the rise.

In order to alter this situation,
the State Council has urged the
related central departments and
leading members of the various
provinces to exercise strict con-
trol over the scale of this year's
capital construction.

At the same time, it has stipu-
lated that the power to give ap-

proval to capital construction
projects must be confined to the
central and provincial levels. No
project should be undertaken
without approval. A check-up
will be conducted for those pro-
jects already undertaken. Some
will be cancelled and the con-
struction of some others will be
suspended in light of different
conditions.

The funds that the localities
and enterprises have retained in
recent years since they have
been given greater decision-
making powers will be guided
through proper methods to aid
the technical transformation of
existing enterprises as well as
the construction of energy and
transport enterprises. The
banks also will exercise control
over loans to enterprises and

supervise the utilization of
funds.
The other problem is that

some localities. enterprises and
institutions have taken advan-
tage of the construction of key
state projects to arbitrarily raise
the prices of construction mate-
rials and extract excessive com-
pensation  from  construction
units, thus adversely affecting
the smooth progress of the key
projects (see ““Halt the two evil
economic trends” p. 6).

These localities and units have
shown no regard for the in-
terests of the state and the peo-
ple, have abused their power
and even have gone so far as to
resort to blackmail to serve their
own interests. This behaviour
is diametrically opposed to so-
cialist principles. Of course, the
public has rejected and con-
demned it.

The State Council and the
Central Commission for Disci-
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pline Inspection of the Com-
munist Party of China recently
issued a circular, asking all
localities and government de-
partments to quickly bring an
end to the two evil trends.
Those who violate the stipula-
tions of the circular will be
punished and serious offend-
ers will be dismissed from their
posts and punished by law. All
illegitimate earnings from set-
ting higher prices' on building
materials than are stipulated by
the state will be confiscated.

Will these administrative
measures lead to rescinding the
decision-making powers already
delegated to the enterprises and
retreating to the old road of
high centralization " of power?
No. We will stand by the prin-
ciple of reforming the overly
rigid economic system, includ-
ing the gradual reform of the
irrational price system. How-
ever, these reforms should be
undertaken according to the
possibilities and in a planned
way. It will not do for every
locality and unit to do what-
ever it likes in disregard of dis-
cipline. Activities to invig-
orate the economy should also
be kept within the limits of the
socialist planned economy.
Otherwise, confusion will ensue
and the fundamental interests
of the state and the people will
suffer. These should not be al-
lowed to occur under any cir-
cumstances whatsoever.

— Economic Editor Jin Qi
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EVENTS AND TRENDS

Industrial output value up 8.8 per cent

China’s industrial output
value in the first half of 1983
reached 296.900 million yuan
(about US$148,500 million), an
8.8 per cent increase over the
same period of 1982.

According to the 1983 plan
for social and economic devel-
opment approved at the First
Session of the Sixth National
People’s Congress last June, in-
dustrial production in 1983 is to
increase by 4 per cent over
1982, while efforts will be made
for a 5 per cent increase.

The annual quota was fulfill-
ed by 51.5 per cent in the first
six months.

Compared with the corre-
sponding period of 1982, the out-
put value of heavy industry
rose by 12.2 per cent, far ex-
ceeding the planned annual in-
crease rate of 3.9 per cent.

Increases ranging f[rom 3.6
to 15.4 per cent were recorded
in the output of such raw ma-
terials as sulphuric acid, soda
ash, caustic soda, cement and
plate glass.

The increases in chemical
fertilizers and walking tractors
were 6.3 per cent and 51 per
cent respectively.

Production of light industry
increased only 2.5 per cent in
the first quarter of this year,
lower than in the past few
years. But light industrial pro-
duction began to pick up in the
second quatrer. Its output value
in the January-June period
increased 54 per cent over
that of the same period of last
year, outpacing the targeted
increase rate of 4.1 per cent.

Increases ranging from 18 to
76 per cent were chalked up
in the production of durable
consumer goods, such as bi-
cycles, wrist watches, tape re-
corders as well as household
washing machines and refrig-
erators.

The production and sales of
beer, refined sugar. children’s
articles and seasonal commodi-
ties rose sharply. For instance,
the country’s retail sales in the
first five months this year
totalled 113.500 million yuan
(about US$55,700 million), an
increase of 10.7 per cent over
the same period of 1982.

Achievements in energy pro-
duction and transport were
fairly satisfactory in the first
six months of the year. The
output of energy production
was equivalent to 339 million
tons of standard coal, 5.3 per
cent more than in the corres-
ponding period of last year.

Because production was
tailored to market demands,
the income from product sales
for industrial enterprises rose
along with output value. The
turnover of working fund ac-
celerated, losses were reduced
and productivity was improved.

However. many problems
remain in industrial produc-
tion. The two most acute ones
are unsatisfactory economic re-
sults: The profit handed over to
the state by industrial enter-
prises decreased 7.8 per cent
compared with the same period
of last year; and the supply
of energy and raw materials
and transport facilities were
tight.
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