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Towards Greater Victories

For Peace

HE year 1953 is over. The year 1954 has
come in, full of cheer and promise. In
our country where the people are masters,
the New Year is a festival of unrestrained joy,
of laughing children, of greetings exchanged
among the labouring people, of songs and
dances. Among us, every household and every
berson radiates happy excitement. And there
are abundant reasons for this.

Last year, the countries in the camp of
Socialism and democracy achieved many great
and glorious successes, adding tremendously to
their social wealth and enriching the material
and cultural life of the people. Today, the
forces of peace throughout the world are more
powerful than ever. They are steadily over-
<coming the forces of war.

In New China, 1953, the first year of our
five-year plan saw fruitful achievements in
economic construction. Big industrial plants,
built and con.pleted with the aid of the Soviet

Union, began to turn out products which we

previously had to import from abroad. Now,
-one after another, new industrial giants are
rising above the horizon. Hundreds of millions
©of peasants have been organized for coopera-
tive farming. New railway lines and high-
‘ways ftraverse formerly roadless mountain
ranges; caravans of pack animals and human
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carriers are being replaced by freight-trains
and heavy trucks. Strong dams and locks con-
trol China’s unruly rivers; areas of flood whose
miseries once arrested the attention of the
world have been made safe. Our peasants are
enjoying a life of plenty. The Chinese people
are happy, not only because they are leading an
ever better life, but also because they know it
will continue to improve every year in their
gradual transition to Socialism.

THE Chinese people rejoice at the achieve-

ments of the great construction going on in
the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies.
The fraternity, solidarity and mutual support
among the countries of the camp of Socialism
and democracy have helped the economic and
cultural upsurge of all.

The Chinese people are exultant over:the
significant successes gained last year by the
peace poliey of the camp of Socialism and de-
mocracy headed by the Soviet Union, a policy
which is winning increased support among the
world’s peoples.

After three years, the fighting in Korea
has finally been ended, thanks not only to the
efforts of the Chinese and Korean peoples, but
also to those of the peoples of all lands who
have stood up to prevent war and defend peace.
The Korean armistice has opened the road to



the settlement of all international disputes by
negotiation, offering new prospects for the
relaxation of international tensions.

IN 1953, the peoples of all countries, fighting
for the maintenance of peace, democracy
and freedom, have displayed the tremendous
strength of their unity. Men and women of
goodwill throughout the world, whatever their
social institutions, political convictions or re-
ligious faith, have but one common desire—to
establish and strengthen peaceful relations
among all nations and to ensure their indepen-
dence, security and freedom. None of them, and
this includes the American people, wishes to see
the Korean war repeated in any other place.
On the contrary, they urge the convening of a
conference among the major powers, an end of
the cold war and the reduction of armaments.
There is a steadily mounting demand that the
funds set apart for war purposes be diverted
to peaceful construction and the building
of more factories, schools and hospitals. The
people want to sweep away the artificial
barriers separating the peoples of the various
countries; they want to establish free com-
munication among them, to make it possible
for each to exchange what it has for what it
has not got. These are indeed the ways to
create goodwill among the nations, to free the
peoples from the threat of war and a life of
want,

The more sober-minded government lead-
ers and parliamentarians in the capitalist coun-
tries cannot but attach weight to this voice of
the people. Not all of them are willing to tie
their destinies to the U.S. war chariot, which
is dashing along the road to destruction. It has
begun to dawn upon them that the real menace
to their security and independence certainly
does not come from the camp of Socialism and
democracy, but that it flows from Washington.

Only those who fatten on war and war
preparations are reluctant to face this historic
change. Yet they, too, burning with the futile
ambition for world domination, must anxiously
ponder the guestion—what will be their situa-
tion in 1954. The stimulus to their “pro-
sperity,” the war of aggression against Korea,

4

is about to wear out. Their industrial pro-
duction, not excluding that of the arms plants,
is on the decline. Prices soar endlessly.
Warehouses are packed with goods, but the
ordinary man has no money to buy. The peco-
ples of various countries, fighting to preserve
their national independence and security, are
offering strong resistance to the U.S. policy of
forcing its yoke on other lands fhrough the
maintenance of a war atmosphere. The ruling
groups of the U.S. satellite countries have also
expressed their disapproval of this U.S. imperi-
alist policy, which is undermining their political
power,

Such is the present situation of the im-—
perialist camp headed by the bellicose circles i
the U.S. These groups still have not learned
the lesson of their own failures and grow-
ing isolation. They are continuing their
efforts to sabotage every measure that might
ease international tensions; to wreck the Ko-
rean armistice; to stall off the political con-
ference. Desperate in their frustration, they
seek to prevent other countries from resuming
trade relations with the camp of Socialism and.
democracy.

N 1953, the rulers in the U.S. tried to roll back
the wheels of history by means of aggres-
sion, intimidation and the sowing of dissension.
But they did not succeed, and their chances in
1954 are still less. Nothing can stop the vie-
torious march of the people of the great
Soviet Union in their construction of Com-
munism. Nothing can halt China’s magnificent
transformation from a backward agricultural
country into an industrialized Socialist state.
Nothing can hold up the rapid economic re-
habilitation in the Korean Democratic People’s
Republic. Nothing can obstruct the work of
peaceful construction in the People’s Demo-
cracies.

The ranks of the peace-loving peoples of
the whole world are growing and broadening
with each day. There is no force in the world
that can interrupt the march of the peoples
fighting for international peace, national inde-
pendence, democracy and freedom.

Let us raise the great banner of peace still
higher! Let us rally round it still more closely!

People’s China



China’s General Line of

Transition to Socialism

IN undertaking the great work of bringing

about the gradual transition of their country
to Socialism, the Chinese people are guided by
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism on the
transitional period. The Chinese Communists,
headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, have always
correctly applied Marxism-Leninism in directing
the Chinese revolution. The general line of
policy which the Chinese people are imple-
menting under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party at the present stage of the Chi-
nese revolution is the correct application of the
teachings of the classics of Marxism-Leninism
on the transitional period to the concrete con-
ditions of China.

Transition to Socialism

The transitional period, as Marxism-Lenin-
ism teaches, is the period in which the transi-
tion is made from capitalism to Socialism.
Owing to differences in historical conditions of
development, however, the form of this transi-
tion has its own special characteristics in each
of the various countries. In A Caricature of
Marxism and Imperialist Economism, IDenin
wrote:

All the nations will arrive at Socialism; this
is inevitable, but not all of them will arrive there
the same way. Each nation will introduce its
own characteristics in one or the other form of
democracy, in one or the other form of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and the tempo of
Socialist transformation of the various aspects of
social life. (V. I. Lenin, Complete Works, 4th
Edition, Vol. 23, P. 58.)

The transitional period in China also has its
own characteristies and if we grasp the charac-
teristic features of the historical development of
China and the Chinese revolution, then we can
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see clearly what are the specific features of
the transitional period in China.

Old China was not a capitalist country. It
was a colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal
country. The capitalist sector in the national
economy of pre-liberation China was little de-
veloped either in agriculture or industry. Before
the liberation, modern industry accounted for
only about 10 per cent of the national economy,
while nearly all the remaining 90 per cent was
made up by the scattered, individual peasant:
economies and handicraft production. The most:
important branches of modern industry were
concentrated in the hands of the foreign im-
perialists and their agents in China-— the
bureaucratic capitalists of China. Imperial-
ism and bureaucratic capital were also
closely linked with the feudal forces, and the
alliance of these reactionary forces found their
concentrated expression in the reactionary Kuo-
mintang regime which ruthlessly exploited the
masses of the Chinese labouring people and at
the same time suffocated the national bour-
geoisie. This explains why, at certain stages of
the people’s revolution, the national bourgeoisie
have supported the revolutionary struggle of the
broad masses of the Chinese labouring people,
led by the working class with the Communist
Party of China at its head, or have maintained
a neutral attitude towards this struggle. The
Chinese revolution has therefore developed as a
people’s new-democratic revolution led by the
proletariat and directed against imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism.

After giving a detailed analysis of the cha-
racter of the social system in China and the
specific characteristics of the Chinese revolu-
tion in his book, The Chinese Revolution and



the Chinese Communist Party, which was
published in December, 1939, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung pointed out:

This new-democratic revolution is part of the
world proletarian-Socialist revolution, which re-
solutely opposes imperialism, that is, internation-
al capitalism. Politically, this revolution repre-
sents the joint dictatorship of several revolution-
ary classes directed against the imperialists and
national traitors—the reactionaries, and it opposes
the transformation of Chinese society into a
society under bourgeois dictatorship. Economic-
ally, this revolution consists in the turning over
to state control of all big capital and big enter-
prises belonging to the imperialists and national
traitors—the reactionaries, as well as in the dis-
tribution of the land of the landlords among the
peasants; at the same time it provides for the
preservation of private capitalist enterprises in
general and does not eliminate the rich-peasant
economy. Thus, although such a democratic
revolution of a new type on the one hand clears
the way for capjtalism, on the other, it creates
the prerequisites for Socialism.

Two Phases of the Revolution

In his work On New Democracy published
in 1940 during the War of Resistance ‘to
Japanese Aggression, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
wrote:

It is clear that, as the present-day Chinese
society is colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal
in character, the Chinese revolution must be
divided into two phases. The first phase is to
transform the colonial, semi-colonial and semi-
feudal society into an independent democratic
society; the second phase is to develop the revolu-
tion further and build up a Socialist society. At
the present time the Chinese revolution is pass-
ing through its first phase.

From this it emerges that the first and
second phases of the Chinese revolution are
closely linked to each other. This revolution
throughout its course is carried out under the
well-tried leadership of the Communist Party
of China, the vanguard of the Chinese working
class, and therefore, with the victory of the
new-demeacratic revolution, the new phase will
inevitably start, that is, the gradual transition
to Socialism. As a result of the completion of
the first phase of the revolution, thie colonial,
semi-colonial and semi-feudal society was
changed into a new-democratic society. The
new-democratic society is the transitional form
within the framework of which there takes
place the gradual transition to Socialism.
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The whole process of the Chinese revolution
thus consists in the transition from a colonial,
semi-colonial and semi-feudal society to a
Socialist society through a transitional period
of new-democratic society. Clarifying the
inter-relations of this whole process, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung, in The Chinese Revolution
and the Chinese Communist Party, wrote:

The whole Chinese revolutionary movement
led by the Chinese Communist Party is a com-
plete revolutionary movement embracing the
stage of the democratic revolution and the stage
of the Socialist revolution. These are two revo-
lutionary processes differing in character, and the
Socialist stage can be reached only after the
democratic stage is completed. The democratic
revolution is the necessary preparation for the
Socialist revolution, and the Socialist revolution
is the inevitable trend of the democratic revolu-
tion.... We can give correct leadership to the
Chinese revolution only on the basis of a clear
understanding of both the differences between
the democratic and Socialist revolutions and their
inter-relations.

The founding of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949 marked the basic completion of
the first phase of the Chinese revolution and the
beginning of the second phase, that is, the
transitional period when the movement for the
gradual transition to Socialism begins.

The political basis of this transitional period
is the new democracy which is realized in the
form of the people’s democratic dictatorship.
The Common Programme of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference
stipulates:

The Chinese People’s Democratic Dictatorship
is the state power of the people’s democratic
united front which is composed of the Chinese
working class, peasantry, petty bourgeoisie, na-
tional bourgeoisie and other patriotic democratic
elements, based on the alliance of workers and
peasants and led by the working class.

It is sometimes asked: “How is it that the
national bourgeocisie can participate in the
people’s democratic dictatorship in China?” The
answer to this is that many representatives of
the Chinese national bourgeoisie, on many
occasions, take part in the struggles against im-
perialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capital-
ism, that is why they can be called on to parti-
cipate in the organs of state power of the peo-

People’s China



ple’s democratic united front. For the same
reason, in the economy of the transitional
period, that is, in the new-democratic economy,
in which the basic element is the state sector
that is Socialist in nature, private ownership
of the means of production belonging to the
national capitalist industrialists and business-
men is preserved and they are not expropriat-
ed. That is to say that the new-democratic
state, led by the working class, uses the method
of bringing about the gradual Socialist trans-
formation not only of the individual peasant
economies but also of the enterprises of the
national bourgeoisie. In other words, the transi-
tion to Socialism in China can be one without
bloodshed.

During the transitional pericd, wvarious
forms of private ownership of the means of
production will be transformed either into col-
lective ownership or state ownership, and the
various economic sectors will all finally be
transformed into a single Socialist economy.
The general line of the Communist Party of
China in the {ransitional period, therefore,
stipulates that the Socialist industrialization of
the country as well as the Socialist transforma-
tion of agriculture, handicraft production and
private industry and commerce will be gra-
dually carried out over a relatively long period
following the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. This means, in the first place, that
it is necessary to create a large-scale Socialist
industry and enlarge the sphere of state owner-
ship; secondly, that private ownership of the
means of production of the working peasantry
and handicraftsmen must be gradually trans-
formed by means of various forms of mutual
aid and cooperation into Socialist, collective
ownership; and thirdly, that private capitalist
industry and commerce must be gradually put
on the path of state-capitalism and finally onto
the path of Socialism. Only in this way can
the social productive forces be developed on
a large scale and the growing material and
cultural needs of the people be assured.

Basic Content of the General Line

The basic content of the general line in
the transitional period was already outlined
in the Common Programme adopted by the
first plenary session of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference in 1949.

January 1, 1954

In September, 1953, the National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference held an enlarged session
of its Standing Committee and fully discussed
the problem of national economic construction.
The Central People’s Government Council then
worked out the basic principles for the fur-,
ther direction of national construction and more
clearly defined the general line of state policy
in the fransitional period. The National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference issued the following
slogans for the celebration of the fourth an-
niversary of the People’s Republic of China:

People throughout the country, make con-
certed efforts to achieve the basic tasks of the
first five-year plan; struggle for the Socialist in-
dustrialization of the country in stages and for
the carrying out of Socialist transformation by
the state of agriculture, handicraft production and
private industry and commerce step by step over
a relatively long period! Concentrate the main
efforts on the development of heavy industry and
lay the foundations for national industrialization
and the modernization of the national defences;
in conformity with this, train _up construction
personnel, develop communications and transport,
light industry, agriculture and commerce; pro-
mote by stages the development of agricultural
and handicraft cooperatives; continue the reform
of private industry and commerce, enable indivi-
dual farming, handicrafts and private industry
and commerce to play their proper roles; ensure
the steady growth of the Socialist sector in the
national economy, and, on the basis of the
expansion of production, ensure the gradual ris-
ing of the people’s material and culfural living
standards !

»

These slogans show what is the basic con-
tent of the general line of policy in China’s
transitional period and what are the basic tasks
of the first five-year plan of national construc-
tion.

The Chinese pecple know that, without
Socialist industrialization and without trans-
forming their backward agricultural country
into an advanced, Socialist industrialized power,
there can be no solid national defences, neither
can there be a fundamental improvement in
the people’s life nor a rich, prosperous state.
The Chinese people also fully understand that
it is only through Socialist industrialization
that the necessary material foundation can be
laid and the necessary leading force created
for the Socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicraft production, and private industry and
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commerce. At the same time, the Socialist
transformation of agriculture, handicraft pro-
duction, and private industry and commerce
will in their turn facilitate the development
of the Socialist industrialization of the country.
Socialist  industrialization and the Socialist
transformation of agriculture, handicraft pro-
duction, and private industry and commerce
are two component parts of the general line
in the transitional period.

Assurances of Success

The realization of the general line is a great
and difficult task, but the Chinese people are
confident that they can succeed in it. In the
four years and more since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese people
have already completed various democratic
reforms, been victorious in the struggle to
resist U.S. aggression and to aid Korea, and
achieved a fundamental turn for the better in
the financial and economic situation of the
country. The unity of all the nationalities of
the country has been strengthened, the people’s
democratic system has been consolidated still
more and, at the present time, the general elec-
tions to the local organs of the people’s gov-
ernment are being completed. The people’s
life is being steadily improved on the basis of
the rehabilitation and further expansion of pro-
duction. In 1952, the output of the main pro-
ducts of industry and agriculture surpassed the
highest annual records achieved in China’s
history, and tremendous changes took place in
the relative weight of the various sectors of the
national economy. The proportion of modern
industry in the national economy has increased
and the first steps have been taken in bringing
about the Socialist transformation of the
national economy. In 1952, state-owned enter-
prises produced 60 per cent of the total value of
production of large-scale industry; 6 per cent
was produced by enterprises jointly operated
by state and private capital; 3 per cent by co-
operative enterprises, and the other 31 per cent
was accounted for by private capitalist enter-
prises. Various forms of state-capitalism are
being widely developed among the private
capitalist enterprises. These include: the
highest form—joint operation by the state and
private capital; the less developed form—the
providing of raw materials or semi-processed
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goods for processing or final processing to pri-
vate enterprises, or the placing of state pur-
chasing orders with private enterprises, or the
¢entralized state buying and selling of all the
produce of private enterprises; and the initial
form—the state buying and marketing of part
of the produce of private enterprises.

In the sphere of trade, over 50 per cent of
the sales on the domestic market in 1952 were
handled by state-owned enterprises and co-
operatives. There was a considerable increase
in the number of supply and marketing co-
operatives, consumers’ cooperatives and handi-
craft cooperatives. Great successes were
achieved in the movement for mutual aid and
cooperation. Over 65 per cent of the farm
households in old liberated areas and about 25
per cent of the farm households in newly
liberated areas have organized themselves
either in temporary (seasonal) or year-round
mutual-aid teams that are the first steps to
Socialism or in agricultural producers’ coopera-
tives that are semi-Socialist in nature. At the
present time there are throughout the country
over 8,300,000 year-round and temporary mu-
tual-aid teams and more than 14,000 agri-
cultural producers’ cooperatives. Fifty-two
mechanized state farms which are of a Social-
ist character and 2,167 agricultural experi-
mental farms have been established.

All this proves that the Chinese people
have achieved significant successes in imple-
menting the general line in the transitional
period. The proportion of modern industry
has increased, the proportion of the state-
owned Socialist economy has expanded and its
leading role in the national economy streng-
thened, and the gradual Socialist transforma-
tion of all non-Socialist sectors in the national
economy has started. All this has created
favourable conditions for the further imple-
mentation of the general line in the transitional
period.

Aid of U.S.S.R. and People’s Democracies

A particularly favourable factor for the
successful realization of our plan of Socialist
industrialization is the fact of the great superio-
rity of the forces of the camp of peace and de-
mocracy headed by the Soviet Union over
those of the imperialist camp, and the great
and selfless assistance which the Soviet Union

People’s China



has given to our economic construction. In his
message to Chairman G. M. Malenkov on Sept-
ember 15, 1953, Chairman Mao Tse-tung said:

Since the great Soviet Government has agreed
to extend systematic economic and technical aid
in the construction and reconstruction of 91 new
enterprises and to the 50 enterprises now being
built or reconstructed in China, the Chinese
people, who are striving to learn from the ad-
vanced experience and the latest technical
achievements of the Soviet Union, will be able to
build up step by step their own mighty heavy
industry. This plays an extremely significant
role in the industrialization of China, in helping
her in her gradual transition to Socialism and in
strengthening the camp of peace and demoecracy
headed by the Soviet Union.

When the construction and reconstruction
©of the 141 large-scale enterprises is completed,
the productivity of China’s industry will be
greatly expanded; the productivity of heavy
industry especially will increase on an unpre-
cedented scale; a solid foundation will be laid
for the Socialist industrialization of our coun-
try. Socialist industrialization will undoubted-
ly speed up the Socialist transformation
of agriculture, handicraft production, and

private industry and commerce. The Ilatter
will in turn provide favourable conditions for
industrialization.

Under the leadership of the Communist
Party of China, the Chinese people, following
out the national plan, are making sirenuous
efforts to increase production and practise
economy in support of national construction.
Workers and staffs throughout the country are
striving for the fulfilment and overfulfilment of
the 1953 state production plans and plans of
capital construction. Peasants all over the
country are expanding the movement for mu-
tual aia and cooperation, and for rich! harvests
in 1954. They are also enthusiastically help-
ing the state to fulfil its plan of grain pur-
chases and thus support industrial production
and construction. Everywhere, intellectuals
and technical workers, together with other la-
bouring people, are taking an active part in
various works required by the nation. The
people of the whole land are dedicating all their
efforts to overcoming difficulties in their path
of advance and thereby assure the steady im-
plementation of the general line of policy in the
transitional period.

National Minorities

Enjoy Regional Autonomy

A YHINA is a big, multi-national country.

The Han people constitute 90 per cent or
more of the total population, while the remain-
der—some 40 million people—belong to more
than 60 national minorities. Most of them are
living in groups distributed over Northwest,
Southwest and Central-South China. All have
long histories and cultures of their own, and
they have made important contributions to the
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creation and growth of China. Together with
the Han people, they form today a big, united
and fraternal family.

In the old China, however, the ruling class
consistently carried out a policy of national
oppression in dealing with all national problems.
Not to speak of earlier days, for more than 300
years, beginning with the Manchu domination of
China and ending only with the downfall of
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the Kuomintang reactionary regime, the Man-
<hu emperors, the warlords and the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries ceaselessly instigated na-
tional prejudice, hatred and conflicis among
the national minorities; they mercilessly
plundered and exploited them, deprived them
of political rights and destroyed their cultures.
On innumerable occasions they perpetrated
bloody massacres against them.

The rule of Chiang Kai-shek surpassed all
others in the brutality of its treatment of the
national minorities. When the Yi people in
Sikang Province, driven to desperation by Kuo-
mintang exactions, rose in revolt in 1947,
Chiang Kai-shek sent more than ten U.S.-sup-
plied planes to bomb the Yi settlements, kill-
ing and wounding nearly ten thousand Yi
people.

Despite such brutal national oppression on
the part of the reactionary ruling class, the
freedom-loving national minorities refused to
bow their heads to the yoke. They waged an
incessant and heroic struggle for freedom and
equality. It was, however, only after the re-
volutionary movement of the whole Chinese
people, led by the Communist Party of China,
gained victory that all the national minorities
were able to attain genuine freedom and na-
tional equality; they began to develop their
economic and cultural life which had been
gravely retarded as a result of long years of
reactionary rule.

Policy on National Problem

In working out its programme and policy
on national problems in China, the Communist
Party of China has consistently applied the
theory of Marxism-Leninism to the actual con-
ditions of the country. In the periocd before
the liberation, it helped the national minorities
in their struggle for liberation from national
oppression, and since. the liberation, it has
striven to bring about complete national equa-
lity as well as solidarity and mutual assist-
ance among the various nationalities. It ig
also striving to raise them in all respects to the
level of the most advanced nationalities, so that,
by constantly improving their material and
cultural life, they may step by step advance
along the road of gradual transition to Soci-
alism.
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With the overthrow of the reactionary Kuo-
mintang rule and the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, the political and economic
roots of national oppression were eradicated
once and for all in China, and all the nation-
alities of the country entered into a new his-
torical era, the era of People’s Democracy and
national equality.

In accordance with the policy towards na-
tionalities as laid down in the Common Pro-
gramme of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, the Central People’s
Government has brought about national equa-
lity throughout China and ensured equal and
democratic rights for all national minorities.
It has implemented the policy of regional
autonomy for nationalities and the establish-
ment of democratic governments in which all
nationalities are adequately represented. It
has helped the nationalities to advance politi-
cally, to hasten their economic development
and promote the development of culture and
education. It has consolidated unity among
the various nationalities as well as within each
nationality. It has uprooted the influence of
the imperialist aggressors and the remnants of
the counter-revolutionary forces; it has foster-
ed their education in patriotism and inter-
nationalism and opposed every manifestation
of great Han nationalism as well as narrow
Chauvinism. These measures have achieved
brilliant successes. The fraternal unity of the
nationalities has been placed on a sure founda-
tion. The policy of regional autonomy is of
paramount importance among our policies to-
wards nationalities.

Based on Common Programme

The principle of establishing regional au-
tonomy in areas where national minorities are
concentrated was laid down in the Common
Programme of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference—which is the basic
law of the country until the Constitution of the
new China is adopted. Its Article 51 provides
that:

Regional autonomy shall be exercised in
areas where national minorities are concentrat-
ed, and various kinds of autonomous organs for
the different nationalities shall be set up accord-
ing to the size of the respective populations and
regions. In places where different nationalities
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live together and in the autono-
mous areas of the national minori-
ties, the different nationalities shall
each have an appropriate number
of representatives in the local
organs of state power.

According to this policy any
national minority living in a com-
pact community, regardless of
whether or not it has an absolute
majority of the total population
in that local administrative area,
is entitled to regional autonomy
and has the right to establish an
autonomous region and an auto-
nomous local government. It has
the right to administer its own
internal affairs in accordance
with the wishes of the majority of
its own people.

Young Pioneers presenting bouquets at a meeting in Labrang
to the newly elected chairman of the People’s Government

of the Autonomous Region of the Tibeftans in southern Kansu

Types of Autonomous Regions

During the past four years, as a result of
the correct implementation of the policy of na-
tional regional autonomy by the Central Peo-
ple’s Government, many national autonomous
regions have been established. Among these
the administrative status of some, like that of
the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, cor-
responds to that of a Greater Administrative
Area, while the administrative status of others
corresponds 1o that of an administrative bureau
or administrative region and also of a hsiang,
district, or county. As regards national com-
position there are three main types of national
autonomous regions: autonomous regions es-
tablished on the basis of an area inhabited by
one national minority; autonomous regions
established on the basis of an area inhabited
by one large national minority, including areas
inhabited by other national minorities with
very small populations; and autonomous re-
gions jointly established on the basis of a num-
ber of areas, each inhabited by a different
national minority.

These differing types of mnational autono-
mous regions have come into existence in
conformity with the national relations, econo-
mie conditions and historical backgrounds of
the areas inhabited by national minorities but
they are all strictly based on the people’s free-
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ly expressed will and the principle of national
equality. In other words, the establishment of
national autonomous regions must fully con-
form to the wishes of the minority peoples con-
cerned and must be conducive to the economic
and cultural development of the people of the
area.

* Where a national minority lives in close
association with areas inhabited by the Han
people, the establishment of regional autonomy
may, for economic and historical reasons, ne-
cessitate the inclusion of areas inhabited by the
Han people. But prior and voluntary agree-
ment on this must be reached by the minority
and Han people concerned. Such an arrange-
ment assists the growth of unity among the
various nationalities and is helpful to the gen-
eral development of the given autonomous
region.

Rights Provided

“The General Programme of the People’s
Republic of China for the Implementation of
Regional Autonomy for Nationalities” pro-
mulgated in August, 1952, provides for the fol-
lewing rights in national autonomous regions:

Firstly, the right to determine the actual
form which the government of a national
autonomous region is to take; second, the right
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to use the national minority’s spoken and writ-
ten language in dealing with various matters of
the region; third, the right to train cadres
from among the nationalities in the region;
fourth, the right to carry out internal reforms
in the national autonomous region in accord-
ance with the wishes of the majority of its
people and of the local leaders who are as-
sociated with the people; fifth, within the
framework of the unified economic system and
planning of the state, the right to administer
the region’s finances, freely develop the re-
gion’s economy and organize its own local
security forces and militia; sixth, the right to
take necessary and appropriate steps to de-
velop the economy, culture, education, arts and
health services of the various nationalities in-
habiting the region; and, seventh, within the
limits stipulated by the people’s governments
of higher levels, the right to draw up special
regulations for the region.

It is thus clear that the distinguishing
characteristics of the state power in a national
autonomous region lie in the national char-
acter of its government organs. The organs
of the autonomous government are composed
of personnel drawn mainly from the nation-
ality or nationalities exercising regional auto-
nomy. The actual form of the organs of the
autonomous government must be determined
in accordance with the wishes of the majority
of the nationality or nationalities exercising
regional autonomy and the wishes of the local
leaders who are associated with the people.
In the exercise of its authority, the organs of
the autonomous government use the language

or languages of the nationality or nationalities
in the given region.

Fifty Autonomous Regions

By October, 1953, fifty national autono-
mous regions of the county level and above
had been established 'thropghout the country.
Among the larger ones are the Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region, the autonomous region of
the Chuang people in western Kwangsi Pro-
vince, the autonomous region of the Tibetans
in Sikang Province, the autonomous region of
the Yi people in the Liang Mountains of Sikang
Province, the autonomous region of the Tai
people in Hsishuangpanna in Yunnan Province,
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the autonomous region of the Tai and Chingpo
peoples in Tehhung of Yunnan Province, the
autonomous region of the Tibetans in Szechuan
Province, the autonomous region of the Miao
people in western Hunan Province, the auto-
nomous region of the Li and Miao peoples on
Hainan Island, the autonomous region of the
Tibetans in Yushu, Chinghai Province, the
autonomous region of the Tibetans in southerm
Kansu Province, the autonomous region of the
Hui people in Hsihaiku of Kansu Province, and
the autonomous region of the Koreans i
Yenpien of Kirin Province,

There are more than ten million members:
of the national minorities in the above-men-
tioned autonomocus regions alone. Prepara-—
tions are being made to establish other
autonomous regions including one in Sinkiang
Province. Based on the Agreement Betweem
the Central People’s Government and the Local
Government of Tibet on Measures for the
Peaceful Liberation of Tibet signed on May 23,.
1951, the Tibetans have similar rights in the
exercise of regional autonomy.

The establishment of such relations of
equality, friendship and mutual assistance
among the nationalities has fundamentally im-
proved relations between the Han people and
the various national minorities.

The implementation of the policy of na-
tional regional autonomy has likewise pro-
moted unity and friendship within each na-
tionality itself as well as among the national
minorities. The People’s Government has
helped to settle disputes among the national
minorities by mediation, and as a result, many
disputes which had dragged on for scores of
years and even for centuries have been fairly
and amicably resolved.

Since the minority people became their
own masters, there has been a rapid enhance-
ment of their patriotic spirit and enthusiasm
for creative labour. When the U.S. imperi-
alists launched their aggressive war against
Korea, the various national minorities entered
with spirit into the movement to resist U.S.
aggression and aid Korea. Within 120 days the
54,000 people in the autonomous region of the-
Tibetans in Tienchu, Kansu Province, for

People’s China.
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instance, had sent in contributions equal to the
value of a fighter plane. The minority people
also took an active part in the campaign to
suppress counter-revolutionaries and liquidate
bandits. The Tibetan autonomous region in
Sikang Province and the Yi people’s autono-
mous region in the Liang Mountains have or-
ganized their own people’s armed forces—the
Tibetan corps and the Yi corps—to maintain
local order and safeguard their happy life.

Economic and Cultural Developments

The national minorities are taking an ac-
tive part in the economic and cultural develop-
ment of their autonomous regions. Since their
establishment, a great number of people active
in political, social and cultural life, patriotic
intellectuals and leaders who are well known
and popular among the local people, have taken
up work in the organs of the autonomous
governments. Many of them have been elected
to leading posts. The chairman and vice-
chairman of the people’s government of the
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Tibetan autonomous region in Sikang Province
are Tibetans, and 80 per cent of the government
council members are Tibetans, Yis and Huis.
In Kansu Province, 70 per cent of the govern-
ment cadres in the Kuangtung Hui people’s
autonomous region are Hui and Tunghsiang
nationals, and many of them have become
leading cadres above the rank of district head.

On its establishment, the people’s govern-
ment of each autonomous region devotes itself
first of all to the political, economic and cul-
tural development of the area. In the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region, which came
into being considerably earlier than other
autonomous regions, the total agricultural out-
put in 1952 was 25 per cent above the pre-
liberation peak and the amount of livestock
products in the same year was double that
before the birth of the autonomous region in
1947. In this region over 60 per cent of the
children of school age are now at school.
Great progress has also been made in the
sphere of health and sanitation.

The Miao people in Kaili, Kweichow Pro-
vince, had been reduced to a state of bitter
poverty and backwardness before they were
liberated. Today, they have their own auto-
nomous people’s government—it was establish-
ed.in 1951-—and with the completion of the
land reform which was carried out at the
request of the local people, 30 per cent of the
peasants there have joined mutual-aid teams.
The 1952 rice yield was more than 23 per cent
above the highest annual output in the region’s
history. Grains, tobacco and tung oil are now
transported along newly built highways and
newly harnessed rivers to be exchanged for
large quantities of salt, cloth, and other
daily necessities. Many new houses with
tiled-roofs are being built in the villages. Mass
cultural activities are being developed. Each
village has its own spare-time evening school
for adults. There are 56 primary schools and
one secondary school in the region. One re-
gional health centre, three health stations, four
midwifery stations and 154 midwives trained
in the new methods of childbirth.

Like the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Re-
gion and the Miao Autonomous Region in Kaili,
the national autonomous regions have begun
to rid themselves of the poverty and backward-
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ness caused by long years of national oppres-
sion amd are now marching along the road to
happiness and prosperity.

The work of organizing national autc-
nomous regions in China continues. Along-
side the creation of new national autonomous
regions, considerable work is being done in the
training of cadres from among the national
minority peoples.

Thanks to the correct leadership and help
of the Communist Party of China and the
Central People’s Government, all the national
autonomous regions, under the conditions of
the large-scale, planned construction which is
now unfolding throughout the country, are
steadily advancing their political, economic and
cultural life and are entering on the road of
gradual transition to Socialism.

China’s Administrative Divisions

TH_E People’s Republic of China has a vast
territory and a population of 475 million.
Its area is approximately 10 million square
kilometres. It has several million populated
points of various sizes ranging from villages
composed of only a few households to cities
with populations ranging up to 6 millions.

Basing itself on geographical and economic
conditions in China, the main current tasks of
her political, economic and cultural develop-
ment and the historical background and cus-
toms of the various areas, the Central People’s
Government has set up the present administra-
tive system, which conforms to the vital inter-
ests of the people and the state.

The organs of the people’s state power
exercise authority at the central, provincial,
county and hsiang (or administrative village)
levels. The people’s governments of these four
levels constitute the organs of national and
local state power. Besides these four levels,
there are area administrative committees
directly representing the Central People’s Gov-
ernment in the Greater Administrative Areas;
the regional people’s governments, representing
the provincial people’s governments; the chu
(district) administrations, representing in the
districts the county people’s governments.
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The administrative system of the People’s
Republic of China is as follows:

I. Greater Administrative Areas

For the purpose of leading and supervising
the work of the provincial and municipal peo-
ple’s governments, the whole country is divided
into six Greater Administrative Areas: North,
Northeast, Northwest, East, Central-South and
Southwest China. Administratively, the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region and Tibet
correspond to Greater Admi