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.,WHAT ABOUT REIIGION IN CHINA?''
Some Answers

For Americon Christions
by Maud Russell

Backsr:ound of the Questlon

The queotlon - "What about reIlglon 1n Chlna?" re-
presents a rldely expa:eooed concer:nr especlally among

Amer:lcan church people, over development.g In Chtna to-
day.

The centur.lr of Anerlcan hotegtant rnls$ionary work
ln Chlna, wtth the annual "nlsr$lon study cour:sefir' l-n
Amerlcan churches, the chur:ch suplnrt for nlgsllonar:le*l
and. thelr wolrk, the retrnrte of mlsslonar"l-es on firrlough
to thelr hone boards and. to hone church congregatlong'
the vlslts of Chlnese Chr'lstlan leaders and Chlnese
$tudents to the Unlted States - this century of mlsslon
wolk had lto lnpact on a olgniflcant body of Amerlcan
church menberg. Thlo lnpact nade a slzable part of the
Aneracan people have $one Sense of a relatlonshlp ttlth
Chlna and generated rnueh wa,rm feel-Ing torarrl tlre Chinese
1ropIe.

But beglnning wlth the establlshment of the Peo-
plers Republlc of Chlna ln 19+9 explesslon of thls
$ense of relatlonshlp and thls wa,rrn feellng weue held
ln check by Washlngtonrs antl-Chlna poIlcy and the
prea$ure$ of the McCarthy peflod - but r:eleaned by Mr:

Nlxonrs new approach to Chlna ln l9?2. Howeverr thB
concentr.ratlon on rellglous lnterest ln Chlna served to
blot out an appreclatlon that Chlna's prlorlty was not
with r:ellgion but wlth the bulIdlng of a nen klnd of
soclety, specIf1calIy a pcople's oocletyr a soelaIlst
$oelety.

When questlonerg about rellglon ln Ch!-na corne to
an understandlng of the prlorLty eoneetr:r of Chlna and
beeone awSre of the reactlong arxl experlenceg of the
Chlnese rellglous adherents, the questlon of 'religLon"
w111 take lts propx pla,co and AnerLcan Chr'lstlans 1111
not only uncleretand Chlna's epproach to the questl6n'
but 1111 havc sympathy nlth thelr Chlnese co-rell8ton-
lato exlnrlence of "re1lg1on ln Chlna".



Aceeptance ltrat _Eellglone Stlll Exlat ln Chlna
The goclallst author:ltiesr ln Chlna ha,ve not out-

Iawed. religion. The rra^et ppulatlon of Chlna does] con-
taln rellglous adherentg, rellglous organlzattong and
rellglourt leadef,g. "The lnlnclpal religlons of or:r
eountry (rr") Cathollc1sm, Pr-otesltantlsm, Is1an,Taofum,
and Btdd.hlom. They all conrnand a mag$ foIlorlng and.
exert Lrcad-and far-reachlng influencee on the marrsl of,
the people of all natlonalltieo. A1moet all the peo-
ple of the nlnorlty natlonalltles belleve ln Lanalsn
(rlthln the donlnlon of Budithlom) or fslan. These flve
rellglonsl not only have a long hlstory but w111 exlst
for qulte a long perlod of tlme to cone after the e$-
tabllghrnent of a goclall.qt goclety or even a eomnunlst
society.tt x

How reopterg Chlna Fund.amentallv Views Relislon

The olcl China In whtch nlsslonary wor:k rag carrled
orlr the *:em1-feudal, genl-colonla1 Chlna, 1o gone.
The new Chlna, the people,sl Chlna, 1o bulldlng an avow-
edly athelstlc soclety. At best, r:elt-glon 1ti seen ast
ugeleslg d.e-brls frun ea:rIler gocletles - urlrnltlve and
c1a^qs (slave, feuclal and capltallst). - 

At wortt,
r.'ellglon ts! geen as an lngtrrrnent used. by feud.al oIF
preo$ors, forelgn lnpeflaIlgte and eounter-revolutlon-
arleg to explolt, contrtl and subverrt tre na$ge$.

For goclallot Chlna the questlon of ',f,ellglon,' 1s
not aPpfoached. ln the natTow tefirs of rellgtous beIlef

lnvolveg the relatlons anong the naggea, the relatlonsl
among the Clfferent natlona1lt1e6, the re1attons among
the dlfferent clasgeB lnslde thc eountry, ancl the re-..
latton betreen Chlna ard the other countrtes. Ther
queetlon 1s therefor very conpllceted. From thls it'
follore that In the la{etr at pmsent and. ln the future
+.he ouestlon of rellgton hcs b€en ancl w1II remaln anlnportant eoc1aI queutlon for a relatlvely long tlne
* Chang Chth-yl "Cor:lectly Understand & fmplements

the Party'u Pol!.ey on Fr:eedom of Rellglouo'Bellef,r
2

to cone. A eorr:ect handllng of thlg soclal queetlon
wlll be of tremendous ulgnlflcance to the strengthen-
of unlty anong the people of varloug natlonalltles and
to the congtrrrctlon of our g::eat eoelallgt soelety.,' *

No attaeks are belng nade on speclflc rellglono;
rather, all rellglong - thelr organtzatlons, adherentg
and leaders, - atre belng subjeeted to crl,tlcal discusst-
lon on Governnent, Party and popular levels, and wlth-
ln the rerlglous constitueqclos thengelveg. Thege a,r.e
not digcurtglong of relleloug bellefg - "Godr or ,,r1o-

God", "lmrnor:tallty"r "revelatlon", "virgln btrtht' etc.
Rather, ther:e ls wl-deopr:ead d.lscuaglon of new Ch1na's
basllc phllosophlcal appr.nach - rhlch le naterlellsn
(dlalectleal and hlstorlcal naterlallen). At the same
time there are analyeea of the role these reltglous
organlzatlonsr and adherente played ln the donegtl'e and
lnternatlonal 1lfe of the natlon.

The fact that r:eliglons stlIl exlst ln thelr nex
soclety necegsltates a thorough educatlonal approach
on the part of Governrnent and authorltles to the
questlon of reIlglon. For everTone therelE--Ttre pall-
mary lrnperatlve of lnvolvement In the goclallat con-
stnuctlon of thelr ooclety. For rellgloug adhglgnto
there 1s the added lmperatlvel ffi
faclng up to the rrle thelr rellglon has played. ln the
Ilfe of Chlna.

Ghlnara Rellgloug Pollcy

Freedom of reIlglon 1g guaranteed. In the
Constttutlon dopted Ln ].95lq- Arttcle 88 statedl

Every oltlzen of thc People'e Republte of
Chlne Bhal1 have freedon of rellgloe be1lef.

The
latest ed.ltlon of the Conatltutlon, adopted January 17th
1975 by the Fourth Natlona1 People'a Congr:eso stetcd.
In Artlole 28 -

Cltlzcne ghall cnJoy freedorn to belleve
ln rellglon and frpedon not to belleve ln
rcIlglon and to ppagate athclsn.

* Ctung Chl-yl Deputy Dlrsetorrthlteed Front Work
Departnent "Concenlng The Problem of Re1lglous
policy (1958) 3



The Cau:rlng Out of the Rellglow Po-Ilcy

l{hlle eone dlstlnctlon Is nade between the adher'-
ents of a rellgl,on and the leaders of a reIlgIon, the
gener:aI pollcy tora,lit rellglon and lts bellevers 1g aa
follorsr

Ftrut, there ls the gua^rantee of rellglous freed.-
olrlr 'rTtrls ls the pollcy of frccddn of rellglon. Tlrerre
t-uet Ue freedom of bellef tn reltglon or non-be1lef- ln
rellglon, beIlef ln thls rrellglon ox that relLglon, be-
lIef in thlg sect or that sect of the sane rellglonr b-
Ilef In rellglon of the paot or non-bellef non, and
non-beIlef ln rellglon of the past and bellef now."*

Second, that
reIlgl-on rao oltlng)
elenentg, "Before Llberatlon Chlneee Cetholtc.g and
P:roteetants were pr{.narl1y controlled S lmpet:la1ism and
were tools of lnperlallgn 1n the aggresslon agalnst
Chlna. Bud.d.hlonr fsrla.m and Taolsm were pr:lnari.lyon-
t::oIIed by d.31mp;1tlc reactionary elements, tt.red as toolsl
for the 1n'esernatLon of thelr reactlonarry I'u1e.n '* "Re-
llglonsr 1n our country, especlally the Ianralst dlvlolon
(of Buildhlsn) and fsrlanl have been for a long tfune coD-
tlulled ancl utlllzed by the fe_udal e1aBs. fn thesre
::eIlglons there were feudal lords and Sone extremely
rnvage and cnrel sys;temsl of feudal oppresslon and €x-
P1ol-iptlon. Tenples and monasrterlee owned la,rge
tr:aets of Iand., large nurnbers of llve-stoek and other
neansr of prnd.uetlon. They requfu:ed. the masseg to coYl-
trlbtrte towa^:rd thelr: upkeep and to do labor nithout
eonlrnsation, and cheated the masges and extor*bed. noney
fron then under varlous p::etexts. They also had thefu:
own pri-son$ and. eourts of justlce and meted out punlsh-
ment to the na$sesl as they pleased - feudal landlorrls
ln rellgtous clothlng." xl+

'' After Llber:atlon the nrle of lmperlallslrn, the
fer:ila1 landlonl clags and the bur:eaucratlc boulgeolole
had been overthtown...Ilever-theles:sl thelr forrcesl ln re-
xYu }lslang & Ltn Chun-uang I'The Colz.ect Handtlng of

The Questi-on of Rellglon"
** Liu Chun-wang & Yu tlglang "fiellglon & Class

Stn4gte in the Tr:ansltlon Per:lod"
4

llqlon have not bccn emplctely elhlnated and. they
eo'ntlne to atteofi to flght thc 1rople on
the rellglou! flsont. fnpcr'!.a11st eloente and other
reactlonary elcoentg hldlng urder the cover of rellg-
lon oftcn oollect lntclltgonce for lnprt'allon, fab-
fl-cate runorS, and even orgilfltc lngurrectlong and'
car=lr orrt other eountcr-tptrolutlona,ry ectlvl'tles.
They opread reactlonary vl-ere rhlch a,r'e hostlle to ner
Chlna, oppose the Cornnunlst Partyr and glander the go-
c1al1gt sy$ten. *

Belleverg In oulnrrtltlon a:re leatlnln6 hor thelr
sulrrstltlous lracttces not only had no selentiflc
basls but, 1n addltlon, sert/ed. the lnterests of ex-
ploltlng elenents. l'lgmbers of cults are lea;rnlngtow
thelr: leaders serrred. and stIII attenpt to serwe the
lnterests of d.onegtlc and. forclgn [eactlonan'l-eg.

Ttrlnl, thls
provltleo an thelr
soclety - a rre8t,
no longer In ternrs of rellglou{, r'Blatlonehlpo and be-
I1efs, nor 1n terrns of loyalty to rellglous leaders.

"Tn deallng rlth the prublan of ne-
Ilglon, the pnoletar.Lan polltleal
paxty nrugt employ the Uarxlet-
Lentnlst nethod of olrgs anaI3role
for a pnetratlng lnveetlgctlon and
research, and, handle tha corractly
ln accordanee rtth thelr d.lffercnt
natufe... r

fn other wotde, thc relt"gloug blleverg nuat eote
to gee thelr felatlonsnlpd lntre Ner, tre Peoplers Chlna
ln new phllooolhlcal tcrns, tIBt 19, aater.tallsu not
Ldea1lon; they nust gee thctoclvd !n tceflcf cla^ssegr
understandtng rhlch cIa.ee lt le thot they nr tudlrrldnals
belong ln - know rhlch clasg aervtg thclr uterest end
rhlch class explolta thet.

* Yu Hglang & Llu Chnn-rrang 'I?re Comect Recognltlon and
Ilandllng of the Questlon of Rellglon...



Fourth be-
tween the M re-
llgloust believerts.

"The p:rirnanry taok of the Ma:n<1gt-Len1n-
lst poIlticaI party on the problern of
rellglon la thl.qr to unlte wlth all re-
1195-ouri arlher:entg dho can be unlted
wlth (lneIud,lng pmofesglonal relisloun
pr:actltloners uho can b€ unlted. wl,!h )
und.er the r.'evolutlonary and consltruction,
causreg, and cari.y out a *ltruggla4alnst
donestlc and forelgn reactionary class
en6mie$, ellrnlnating thelr fo::ces! and.
lnfluences ln rellgion.
"Dlfferencesr t",, ideotogl-caI bellef anong
people d.o not exelude cooperatlon on a
gtven polltlcat foundatlon.., The world
outlook of the Mancist-l,enlnlst poltt-
lca1 party 1o ba^.llca1Iy dlffer:ent fr..on
the uorld outlook of the rellglouo fol-
lowers anong the wor.klng pople. Never-
the-1ess, the revolutlon and. eongtnrct-
1on caurreg 1ed by the Ma:::cist-Len-
inlslt 1larty repreont the baslc lnter-
estsl, po1!tleally anrl eeononleallyl of
the r:ehgrous followers, among the wor{r-
ing people. This polnt fundanentally
decidesl the fact that religlous fol1ow-
er$ among the woe'klng people ean joln
the other: worklng people and- be united
ar:ound the MarrcL$t-Lenlnlst polltlcal
Party.,r *

Ther:e lsl a. dlsttinctlon nade between the r:eIlglou.s
adherent<l (ttre tottowero) and the rellgious leaderrl
(trre professlonal rellglonlsts) oe- a^s they are $oh€-
times caIled, "the r:ellgiouo clvcles.' Rellg3ous
Iea.der*r (rellglous 1n'ofesstlonals, religious elrclee )-ae
defined as thoge who prLnclpally dependent ulnn re1lg-
lousl oecupatlons - sueh as Catholic fathere, htteetant
pastors, Bud.clht-st rnonkg, Taolst pr:1ests - to nake a
Iiv1ng. For: the pulrposles of the otud-y of the'I"e11glotts

pastors, Bucldhlst monks, Taolot prlests - to nake a
llvlngn for the 1rurlo$es of the study of the "Tellglous
pr:obIen'r they are thosle who for three fu1I year"s pre-
eedlng Llberatlon (f*9) were so ernployed.

"Rellglous adher:ents! among the worklng
people eonstitute the nalngtay of the
patrlotic unlted fmnt between the
Pa::ty and the rellglous adherents, and
the foundatlon of thful unlted fxont,
The a1llanee wlth patrlotlc religlous
circl-es ls the auxl1llary but also 1m-
por-bant alIlance in thls united. front.
Both alI1ances canno'. be neglected asl
they pronote each other. Rellglousl
clrcleg exert a definlte annount of in-
fluence oveT the religlous ad.her:entst
among the worklng people..Never - the-
lest$1ln the flnal analyslis, only ontte
foundatlon of unity wlth the rellglousl
adherentsr among the worklng people may
we trrrly achleve unlty wlth the patr{-
otic r:e1lglous clrcles under the
patrlotle unlted. front." *

ted

xThe Cor:rect Recognr tlon
of Rellgion By Yrr I{siang

&
&
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Handllng of the Problen
Llu ChIn-l^lang

"Gradually ::alse thelr: awakeningr ltto-
blllze thern lnto par.ticlpatlon in the
prectlce of the r:evolutlon and con-
st:ructlon, maklng them educate then-
selves In the nldst of such 1ffact1ce,
d.lstingulsih bet'ween the enemy and' then-
seIves, gl€.duaI1y rld thernselves of the
negatlve influence of the uppex gtr:ata
of religon and even the poIIttcal ln-
fluence of domestle and forelgn leact-
lonarleg, and' ,iotn the other wor*lng
people In betng flrmly llal1lcd. a'rtund'
the Partv."* yu Hglang and Llu Chun-wang "The Cor:r:eet

Reeognltlon and Handllng of the hoblen of
Rellglon" ,

Fiftht t'We musrt tlent and eon-
tlnual rr out lltlcaL



"I{e must see that the rellglous adherents
("t") eaolly stuseeptltrls to the negatlve
polltlca1 lnfluence exerted by the upper
gtr:ata of rellgion, and even the ldeo-
logieal lnlsons of donestic and for:elgn
reaetlonarl€g." *

Slxthr "
1n

nThough the Batrlotlc r:e1181out- cl-::eIe.s
can parblefpate ln the unlted frontt
neveitheless ldeological1y they have
been deeply lnfluenced by lnperlallsn
and the donestlc reatlona:y clasriesi... r

Sorne of thern cannot denarcate clearly
the bountLarleg betreen the enemy and
ourgelve8. t'*

chlnese chrletlans 1t neang understandlng and faclng'lhe
faet of cLass st:nrggle.

The Party's taak ls

"to uni-te rlth then and etnrggle agalnet
then, contlnually pushlng then to carrly
out p6tttlcal and ldeologlcal refom."*

This lnvolveg str.tggle - eo1nclaI1y wlth the
rellgtous profeoelonalgr

+Yu Hsiang & Liu Chun-wang "The Colreet Recognltlon &

Handllng of the Pr:oblen of Rellglon

"If 1t 1s conetdered that by merely nad<-
lng a certal-n agteenent and wlthout
golng through e ileflnlte stnrggle, unlty
wlth then ean be reallzed - 1t w111 be a
rnlgtake. They entertaln, to varylng
extentg, auoplclons, confJ.lctg ald d.ls-
agfeemento over ihe Pan:by'o L1ne, dlrec-
tives and polic1es. They vlgorouoly
attenpt to exlnnd the for:ceo of rellglon
and,, through the foundatlon of ue1lgIon,
d.eepen thelr orm lnfluence anong the
uellgloug followerg." *

What About Chr'lstlans ln Chlna?

Slnce thful pr:esentatlon geeks pr1nar1ly b anslwer
questlons asked, by Arner'!-can Ch:rlstlanri, I go lnto
detallg only about the reactlong and. adjustnentg the
Chlnese Chrlsltlans have had to nake to tre lnperatlves
of the new Chlna. The adherents of the other' :rellg-
lons have r:eacted. and. adJusted ln correolnndlng man-
nert but, slnce Chrlstlanlty ls the only non-
Chlnese relJ-glon 1n Chlna and the only rellglon wlth
forelgn nlsslorrarles functlonlng, the Chlnese Chrlst-
lan.q have had an adcled, a dlstlnct, adjustment to
make. Quegtlonerrg nrrst keep In perepectlve the
conclltlons in whlch Chlnese ChrLgtlang have found
thenselvesl sllnce L949,

A11 Chlnese are I1vlng 1n a ehanglng soclety.
The nen Chlnars maJor plor{.ty 1e gettl.ng ttd of the
old socl-ety and the bulId.lng of a nor ooelety. The
new soclety ls rradlcally d.lfferent feor the o1d. In
the ftrst p1a,ce, lt Is a people's eoclety ln rhlch
every tndlvldual ls helpect to b€ both a partlclpatlng
and a reoponslble cltlz€n. fn the sccotd place, tt
1g an athelotlc ooclety - by deflnltlon, antl-rellg-
1oug.

*Yu H$l.ang & Llu Chun-wang"The Cor-ect Recognigtlon &
Handllng of the Problen of Re1lglon"

tlce the eof both unltine wlth



Bveryone ln Chlna must be lnvolved ln soclallsrt

"In advocating freed.om wlth lea.der.shlp and
democracy under centr:aIlzed guid.ance, we

10

ln no rlay nean that coenelve neasureg
should be taken to settle ldeoIoglcal
questlono...8ll attenpto to uge adnlnlg-
tratlve onlers or coerctve neasul.eg are
not only lneffectlve but hamful. tle
camnot abollsh rellglon by adnlnlstratlve
decreeg or forre pople not to bel.leve in
tt....The only nethod. ls by tre d.emocratlc
nethod of dlscussLon, of crltlersn, of
perrguaglon and ed.ucatlon.. .,,*

Of corrfoe,
tsa

the'Unlted States were early shoeked. To see mlgslon-
arT perrronnel steadlly all treave Chlna was a wrrench at
nany cher.'!-shed fd.Encluhlps. Tfien Washlngtonrs pollcy
of "freezlng assetg" ttuO.denly cut off flnenn{41 help
that Chlneee chuirches had been used to recelvlng. The
"Reslgt AnerLca - Support Kor€a" movement forced Chin-
eoe Gllfils-ttarrs to at Least openly take sLdes against
what they had long felt wasl a fr:lend1y country,

Learnlng about and faelng the facts about the rg-
latlonship begween lnpr:i.aIlsn and the nlslsionafy rDve-
ment becarne an lnct'easingly cllstr:rbIng exlrrlenee,
especially as thisl r.elatlonshlp was undeniably evj--
denced. ln hlstoxlcal d.ocuments and recorrls nlth which
the geneual publlc was now beeomlng farnlIlar.

The Hund.::ed- Flowerg perlod.( "Let a hundued. fLowertl
bIoom, Ietahund.rgd gchools contend") in t95? led nany
leaderg, rellglor:^g and othersl, to speak out, $orne to
prote$t agalnst what they consldered mlstreatment and
lnju.;tlces, some to openly oppose the new regfune lt-
self. Thls open, cratlcal and hos;tlle taklng adtrant-
age of the rbloonlng and contendlng" rras followed. by
lnereaged enpha""rls on soelallst poI1t1ca1 ed-ucation a^g

the. author:itlesr recognlzed. that fu1I p1ItIca1 sroIl-
dar:tty had not yet been achleved. So there wag
lncreasled. pregsuf,e on the pubIlc to thlnk in ter:nsl of
clasg - class d.lfferences and class stnrggle. Thls
forced Chr'lstlan thlnklng lnto new, strange and d.Iffl-
cult lntelIeetuaI path.s.
Ion The Correct Handllng of Contrz.dlctlonrl" (Uao 195?)
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Dnrlng thc Cultural Revolutlon of 1966-1969 the
"frccdon of rellglon" 1nItcy ouffered a set-back. Red
GuasAs rerc nllltant ln thelr opposltlon to re11glon.
They prt up lncterr accwlng bellevers of decelving {he

1nopIc, ehelter'!.ng spleg, opposlng Chalr:ruan llao'B
ThotUhte. They had exhlbltlone ohorlng nlsslonarles
as hypoor{.tesl th01r actlvLtlett closed down all grb1lc
r:ellgloue actlvlty tn L966. AB Dona1d llaclnnlg rrrote
Ln L9?2t "The Red Guard actton agalnslt reltgion In
1955 appcared to be a pr.'t of a broad, erotlonally
chasged. Deolpnse to the Chlnese Connunlst Pgrty'e con-
nunlque auunonlng 'revolutloneJry young lnoplet to lead
the Cultural Revolutlon agalngt revtslonlcrt bureau=,
cnto, bourgeole r:eactlonari.es and ra1l perts of the
eulnretrnrcturu that do not correelnnd to the soclallet
eoononlc baoe. t Rellgton for a generatlon of poIlt-
lcleed youth rlth no pergonal rellgloua experlence'
seened ouperfluoug and lmelevant, a hldtng place for
slackers and rcactlona::t-es. The Cultura1 Revolutlon
has non moved on beyond the tnltlal phase of mllltancy
and the ned Guanle thenselveg are eelclon nentloned In
the Chlnege lEegg.'r*

So, for Chlnese Chr"t-stlans the readJustnent of
feellngs ancl thlnklng and the set-back to 'freedom of
reIiglon" tolerance has been a rough ex1rrl-ence. It
nust be Seen ag a pert of the prsocess d oclallst due-
atlon rhloh evelyone in Chlna le going thrtugh.

Serclallst Eltucatlonl tlhat Have Chlnese Chrlstlans

anil cllscusglon.

a,re the Cht1.gtlane leamlng?

oIn 18110 rhen Chlna ras defeated ln

Chlna.i *

ltre Chlnege Chrlstlans dlscovered that "ReY

t{orrlson, the flrst Chrtsltlan pllgrlrn to-Chlna' was

thernarrwhodrewupthedraftoftheNankingTtsaty'.'*

* llsleh Hs1ng-yao xHon Dld Inpcrtallgn Use Rellglon
For Aggresston-On- inrnae I ttletortcal Sr:rrrey of
lllsolona,r7 llort ln Chlna"

I
l!

Leanneo ADou" tne

Chlnese people In general have lone beepn arared
forelgn lntnrglon 1n Chlna. They have segn forelgn
gunboats on ln1and r"l.vers; they have geen forelgn
troopo statloned 1n Chlneee eltles; they have known
that forelgners, lnelrrdlng rnlsglonarleo, under the
extraterrltorlal claugeg ln the treaties Hlth fonelgn
natlo'ngrha.d Jur:IAlca1 and econonlc 1rlvtleges ttet
confUctca rlth Chtnesc lnterests. "Dorn rlth the
uneqrral tDeatteg" ald. "Oppose the :rrnnlng dogs of lm-
per:Iallen'rero oonnon glogpna for decades' In rtags

+ Rellgloue Po11cy and Practlce ln
Connunlst Chlna" Donald E MacInn1s (]9?2)
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eelved a subolcty for his rellglou*l magazine
r:eward...and. gerved ag lnterprerer ln the
for the Nanklng ta'eaty."

"In 18I+4
tb slgn
the rl-ght
p1ta1s and
was flrst

veyed tnenaces, ln Chinese to
clals rlth whon they d.eaIt.

and another mlggionary, "Df, Gutzlaff, aeted- as a go-be-
tween for the Brltlsh opiunr flrm of Janriine'sl and re-

a$a
negotations

reglne
whieh

"The porlnelpal Amerlcan po11cy" (tn ttre
tr:eaty perlod of the 1940s-196Qs..),,rao
thet of the nost favorer. rratlon, to gat
rhatever prlvlleges others got. Th1!t
wes B ne-too po1Icy xhlch lndlcated, fiat
we rere partlclpatlng ln the Brltlsh
lnfornal enpJ.re ln the Chlna geas. Ouf,
pollcy was based on the assunptlon that
the BrLtloh naqp would. contlnue b naln-
taln the unequal treaty sygtem,rr *

"Although the Nanklng lbeaty andihe Slno-Anerlcan
tlan ttrela ltoaty otlprlated that folelgnera were per-

Amerl-ca forced, the Manchu
the -Uan-tlsla-TtreaW lnof Anerleans to eetabllsh hos-

churches in the Chlnesle Prto
otlPrlated..' **

"In the Anerlcan Tleaty of l{an Hsia lt
was the Amerlcan mlsslonarles Wl11lam
Brldqnan and Pauker (1ater Anerlcan nln=
iut"i to chlna) who advi-ged the Anerican
d.lplonat, Cushlng, to take the stand
that China nugt lbend or break' and. con-

The pa:1nclp1e of "the most favored natl-on" treat-
ment whlch wasr contalned ln the Treaty of Nanklng meant
that all subcequent coneesglon$, ln any tr:eatles, wouId
be automatlcally enjoyed by all. Mlsslona,rteg and
mistslon uork, ae well ao forelgn busl-nesg lnteresltg
tor:k advantage of thls.

"Followlng the exanple set bJr the Aner1cELng,
Fr.rance came to ask the Manchu regtne to glve
protection to Ff,ench churches ln Chlna, ln
the ..Ulaggrqg.-E@!y. " **
"In 18J8 Chlna suffered defeat at the hands
of the Anglo-French Jolnt Fortes and the
Slno-French Tlentstn Treaty ras eonclud.ed. ln
whlch it was@'al-I Iau-abldlng
Chlnese wlI1lng to enter the Cathollc Churrh
should. undergo no restrletlong whatsoeverand.
all decress to lmohlblt Cathollc Church aet-
lvltlee were f,endered. nuLl and. vold''."' ++

+ Isfcal Elotctn "Frron Optun Wa:: To LtbeDat ion,'
2rrd edltlon ]-964

** Heleh Hslng-yao (above)
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:nlted to donlclIe ln comnerelal prte only and
pe::nltted to enter the lnterLor for reIlg!-ouo

not
Pur-

the offl-
lr*

poses, the lrnper"la11sts wllIfu1}y vlolated the stlpu-
latlon and gneaked. lnto the lnterior. No fewer than
35 cues happened between 181t6 and 18J0."*x

ft has been enba:rasslng polltlcal ed.ucatton
for Chlne$e Chrlstlans to reallze hor nlsslonarleg
(sorne of them ln posltlons of leaderthtp) could sert e
the lnterests of lnperlaIlsrn. Peter Farker, the flrst
Anerlean Mlnister to ChI-na, wa^g an ex-mlgelonarJr.

But llvlng Chlnese Chrlstlans do not ncedb delve
lnto hlstory for thelr educatlon about the lnperIal-
lst rple of pu:ornlnent nrtssllonary paroonnel, Dr
J Lelghton Stuart was heelclent of the preetlglous
Yenchlng Unlversttyl he became the last Unltetl Stateg
Arnbas$ador to the Kuonlntang Government ln Nanklng.

"J Lelghton Stuart, forrrer Eesldent
of Yenchlng Unlverslty, lus posed ae
a rellglonlst and educatot for Bany
yearsr. Outraerlly he acted. as thottgh
he reaIly eprpathlzed rlth the
Chlnese...Utrvelllng h1nself, he be-
came the Anertcan Anbaseador b (hina
ln order to ca,:ny out Arnerlca'g ag-
gl'egslonlst pllcy towa^rrl China." +*

+ John K Falrbanks ln** H Hslng-yao (above)
"Chlna Notcsi Autunn lpll
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"The nlsrglonary (.f f,efghton) Stua.r*t,
a well-known 'Chlna expert' had.
slgned a 1lst of uneqr:a1 treatles
wlth China dur.Ing the ttrree yeam he
was Anbessador to Chlna, eopeelally
the Slno-Anerlcan Connerlcal lYeaty,
which stlpulated that the Unlted
Statesl enjoyed. varlous, speclal pr:lv-
lleges ln Chlna."*

"fn 19118 fndla, Brltalnandtre Unlted
States adnltted an openly oeper.at-
lst 'Tlbetan tlade Delagatlon' whleh
wae gtven Arner:lean vlsag by the U S

Ambessador tn China,Lelghton Stuart,
deoplte ltsl lack of Chlnese pa$s-
ports. Thlg was too rnuch for even
the mor.:lbund Chla"ng Kal-shek Govertr-
ment whl-ch made a seraes of
tegtg. tt **

pro-

Another rell-known AnerLcaa rnlsolonar.T wag Ft:ank
Pr:lee, who transllated Sun Yat-eens' 'Thr.ee H-nc!_plesl
of the Peopler. Mr H.ce was cr.Ltlclsed at a Chrlgtlan
aeeugatlon neetlng as a person who

"took the nane of nlslgloneay b eatrrJr,
on slrclal agent actlvltleg.tr ***

Some lndlvlduals
who were ln the Chungklng area durlng the Japanese tlar
ean reca1l the weekly afternoon teas to rhleh Frank
H.ee lnwlted lndlvlduale who rere tn locaI touch rlth
Chlnese people and rork - teas at rhleh bralns Trere
"plcked" for btts of lnfor:natlon about rhat rae happen-
lng and belng saldlooally - Intelllgence gatherl-ng for
Chlang Kal-shek anil the Anerlcan offtelale h Chungklng.

Walter JudtL, a well-known Aner..Lean nedlcal nlss-
lonary who left his med.tcal pofeeelon for polltlcs (as

* In A Stetenent by 5 chlnege Church Ieaders vlay ,50
** feracl Bpeteln "Fron Oplun lla,r To Llberation

*r+ Llu.Ltang-rno "Hor To Hold A Suceeggful Accugatlon
Meetlng" (tgSt)

a tR congreoganan) bcca,ne one of the noet voclfer.o,sactlvtgte ln thc Ancrltcan Chlna
lngton's pollcy agalnet the new

Lobby, euppot:tlng ![ash-
Chlna ano lronrotlngthe tntercgtc of the Chlang Kal-shek reglne on Talran.
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lndependence, the becomlng of an lndlgenoul lnstltutlon.
The purgtnE of thc oppor..bunlst church nernber..s - self-
purglng fortre moat part - reduced thenurnbersof chureh
nenbersS but there renalned a body of beltevers, con-
vlnced, as they told rne ln 1959, that ,'as Chrlstlans rc
feel we have a eontrtbutlon to nake to our country.'Ard
they rere not antl-Connunlst, rsther, tn \959, Chrlet-
lans sald. to ne, "Undsr Connunlsrn tre canb real Chrlst-
lans - re have alwaya ranted a brotherhood. ooclety, a
eooperatlve goclety, nor re have 1t."

"Freedon of reIlglon" h8s neant the freed.on to. be-
Ileve or the freed.orn not to belleve. It hae never
neant freedon of Chrlatlano, or of anybody elee, to te-
fuge partlelatton' ln the gpneral rIe$B InovenentE, guch
as- thd Great Leap Fonrar$, "oppose Anerlca - Support
Ko:lea,"The Soelallst &lucatlon Movernent, The Great P:ro-
letarlan Cu1tural Revolutlon - movenentg rhlch have 1n-
fluenced and ehanged the thlnklng and relatlonehlpe of
lndlvlduals. Chrlgtlans have not escaped the poIltI-
eallzatlon theae novenents have gener:ated.

If, durlng the twcnty stx yeara alnce the foundlng
of the Peoplers Republto of C.trlnarCh:rtetlanlty ln Chlna
has cone to oceupy a ehanglng, a nore resltrlcted DoIe
lt fus becauge of at lea"gt two rea$ons. One le because
of the conpletely new goclal, polltlcal, econonle and
ldeolo6leal sltuatlon ln rhlch bellever.g (along rlth
cverybody else 1n Chlna) flnd. thenselves. The gecond.

serrred a^s a eatalyet to nakc flnal nhat
effor:t, prevloue to L949, had slowly been

ls because of acttons the Chr'!.stlans thenselveg
takcn.

Actlong Btr Chrlatlang

The Chrlctlan chur:ch ln Chlna hag ghed all aepecte
of eontrol frpm the outelder the changln6 eoclety has

"A nex chapter ln the hletory trf Chlna
tus begun, e ner era hag dawned. A new
Peoplerg Govertrnent has been born uD-
dcr the leadernhlp of the ConmunLst
Party, nlth the cooperatlon of all the
rcvolutlonary elenents ln the country
and rlth the avored conrnon pepotc of
puttlng lnto cxecutlon the polltlcalj
soclal and eeononle prlnclples of the
I{er Democrac3r. ..Fr!on nor on a ner po-
lltlcal concept, a nen pLrllosophy, a
rtcr crecd and a ner node of llvtng
1111 be tnstalled lnto the naases of
the people..,Chlna's tr"adltlonal hert"-
tagc rtII be rlgorously senrttnlzed.,
and, lf necd be, dlgcarrled....Llkerlsel
nuch of the f,esterr culture that has
becn lntnodrrced ln reccnt ycatg r11I
be reenntned. and thorrr of Lts unde-
slrable elenentg. lte Chrlstlana in
China fcel an urgcnt neceaslty to tFe-
exanlne our ror{c, and our relattonahlp
slth the older churchog abroad ln the
Ilght of thte htstorlcal change ln
Chllra.,..l{€ ned not le-e:ranlne our
falth, for or:r fundanental falth ln
Chrlet trs not to be ghaken,... l{e feel
the neceselty of lnvttlng your ocrlouo
attentlon to Bhat la happentng non to
our Chrtstlan rork and challenge that
Is upon u8...tt *

ThtS dld not r8f6acnt a euoden ewaDBnesS on thc
pert of thege Chrtattan lcadcrr1 there had bcen, for
yea,rsr nuoh coul-scaSehtng ln Chrlstlan ctrcles about
theh: loyalltlcs ar Chtncse natloills end abut thelr
rclatlon to nlrglon torrdg. Thc tlnc lud eone to fonr-
allzc thelr conehqloag.

Ilorrcwtr, Chlnuc Chr'lctlans 8t111 had sonc nor.c
verT cerLotl "reexanlnatlon" to do. In the "llessage"
of lloambcr f9t+9 ihcy hd atotrdl
* 'rlleBgage Fron Chlnese Chrlstlans to Htselon

Boalrts Abruad" (1949)

d.ecades ofl
achlevlngr

have

Very carly after the establlehnent offte ner Chlna
In October 1919 Chlneoe Chrlstlan leadere felt the ne-
ceqslty of lcttlng thelf co-rellglonlets abmad know
hor they fclt about thc chenglng ettuetlon ln Chlna and
lts r€lat!.on to Chrlattanlty, In Decenber 1949 an In-
forrrul group of hotcctant lcadere ecnt A l.leesage
Ivlleslon Boarrls Abtrlld.
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"There d'oes exlgt aonc deeprooted
feellng on the prt of the Connunlsts
that the Chlnese churrch ha.g been ln-
tlnately related to lnperlallen and
capltellen...l{c t lsh to asaert that
nlssloru^rXr rork In Chlna never had
any dtrect relatlonshlp rlth govo+-
nentsl polltlca; rrleslonarlea have
been gent here rlth no other purpose
than to preach the Chrrletlan goapel
of love and to gerve the needs of the
Chlnege pAOplC. . ,',

But by May 19J0 Chrlsttan leaders began to openly
revlsle thelr: prrevloue aaaunptlon dUout the rslatlon-
shlp betrecn lnperlallsn and the nlsslonarT end.eavor.
They lseued A Chrlstlan l,lanlfestot thig'wag ror"ted
out by leader:s (who later beearne the foundlng grbup
of the Thr:ee-Selfs t{ovenent) and was evcntually elgned
by at least 400,000 Protests,nt Chrlstlano - about half
of all the Protegtanta In Chlna.

"h:otestant Chrtstlanlty rag lntltduc-
ed tnto Ch1na nore tha.n lJO yearr ago.
....It xag nogt unfortunate that not
Iong after Chrletlanlty'e contng to
Ch1na, lnperl-aIlgm started tte acttv-
ltleg her:e3 and. slnoe the plnolpal
group of mlsslonarloe rho brought
Chrletianlty to Chlna cane themelvea
firom thege tnpcrlallEttc eountflee,
Chrlstlanlty, eonselotraly or u[cor-
sclously, d.lrectIy or lndircotly' be-
ca,ne relatcd to laperlallom,r.Now ttl8t
the Chlnese revolutton has achlevcd
vletory, theae lnperlellotlc oountrles
w111 not rest pagalvely tn thc facc of
the unlmecedentad htetorleal fact tn
Chlna. Tlrey r11 certalnly eeeli to
contrlve by cveqT ntans fic degtructlon
of what hag elrcady becn achlcvcdS and
they ulII aleo nakc need Chrtetlanlty

* The Chr:lstlan !'lanlfestor Dlreetlon of End.eavor
For Chlnese Chrletlanity 1n the Constnretlon of
New Chlna (Yav;50) 
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to forrlarrl thelr plot of stlrzlng up
lnteraal dlgsentlon and creatlng re-
a,ctlonary forcett In thl$ country.rr *

The Manlfesto then went on to proclaln ttet Chrlo-
tlan chu::cheg and organlzations suplnrted the Conmon
Prog::an (1949 predecessor to the Constltutlon which wae
adopted fn 1954); and str:essed thet "Chrl-stlan churqhes
and organlzatlons in Chlna should exert thelr utmoslt
effor:ts and enploy effectlve methods to make people ln
the ePnrrches everynher:e xecognlze c1ear.'Iy the evlls tmt
have been m:ought ln Chlna by funperlallsn recognlzing
that ln fa-c$ ln the past lrnperiallsln ha^e made u$e of
Chrlstlantty, nust purge lnperialiet lnfluenees fron
rtthln Chrlatlanlty ltse1f and be vigllant agalnot ln-
perlallsn:. especlally Anerlcan lnperlalign.. . "

In the slr1ng of 1951 The Three-Se1fs Movernent
brought all Protestant churche.s together und.er the an-
nlnlstratlve umbrella of the Rellgiow Affafus Buleau
of the Central Government. The three autononleg are
self-sunport, self-governnent and self-propa4atlon. In
195? The Natlonal Cathollc Patrlotlc Assoelatlon wag
oonstltuted.

"The patrt-otlc movenent of the Chln-
ege Cathollcs and the self-aclmlnlst-
ratlon patrlotlc novenent of the
Protestants repr:eoent the con$elou^.t
patriotlc novenent of the bellevers
alnlngi at convertlng Catholoelsm and
Pr:ote.stantlsn ln Chlna lnto self-
admlnlstered rellglous und.er:taklngn
so that they u111 no longer beeone
tools of lnrperlallstlc aggresoion
agalnst Chlna,ir *x

* The Chrlstlan llanLfeetor Dlreetlon of Endeavor
For Chlnese Chrletlanlty In the ConEtructlon
of the New Chlne (Uay 1950)

*+ "Athetgtg and Thelsts Can Cooperate Polltlcally
And Travel The Road of Soelallen" Chang Chlh-yl
(1e58)
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rnAprl11951ChouEn-lalconvenedaconferenceof
repesentitlres of Protestant Ch:rlatlan organlzatlons
whlch rere stllI r:eeeivlng Anerlean flnanclal ald.
hundred and and ftfty one Protestant ehurch leader."s
tendedS they repr:esented all hotestant churcheg
orpenlzattons ln Chlna. They lssued a Declaratlon
fellou Chrlstlans ln Chlna and ln the whole worId.
five daye of dlecusslon wlth Prenrler Chou fur:ther deep-
ened thelr arareness of lnperlallsm'8 role In r:ellglous
rorkr

"Most Chr:lgtlans ln the rorld a:= good.
Itre the rlcked lnperlallsts nho use
the ehurch a^g thelr tool of aggaesslon.
In JuIy 1950 the Dtecutlvc Cornnlttee of
the tlorld Councll of Churehes net ln
Totronto, Canada, and passed a regoiutiin
concerntng the rar in Korea.. appeallng
to the Unlted Natlone to take lert ln
pollce actlon ln Koree antl opposlng the
slgned appeal of 500 mllllon people (the
Stoekholn Peace Appea1) agalnet the use
of atonlc real,onE'-" " .The regolutlon
echoeo the volce of the Untted States
Congress. If one exarnlnes the trrrtE--
tllotorlng reaolutlon of the tlorld Coun-
e11, one ean osc that the tlorld Councll
ta the tool of tlall Strncet, and of that
lnetlgator of thc Ko:rean l{ar' Dul1@s.ri*

In L99+ Y T Yu, Chalrlan of the Ttrrce Selfe l{ove-
nent reportedr "The plnclpal aohtevenent of the Chlna
Three Selfs Refonn llovercnt durlng the fst foru yoaro
has been the freetng of the pcreonnel, namg€lent aDd
ftnanccs of the church frra hprlrlletlc contpl, tho
cutilng off of lnper1ellet relettonc, the bcglnnlns of
thc rlplng out of lnparlalllt lnflurnce, aod tho flnt
ltcpt th,gelf-r8ovlfnLontr eclf-euppott' and eclf- IEloF
agltlon.'
+ Unlted Declaratlon

Christlan Churches,
151 Church Leadern,
Pektng Ar11 15-21

of the Delegates of Chlnese
fegued at a Conference ofa

byConvened
L95t
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It nay have needed. the prcsaurse and vlctoqf of
thc revoluttonary forces ln Chlna to Jar Chrr-atlrnt
(and othcr rellglonlsts) tnto faelng ind analyzlng
hlstorle factsl btrt thcfu: oxn ettnly rld ooul-retreh-
lng has been an aqrrally taJor factor ln trc soclallct
edueatlon of Chrtrtlans.

Concluclon

Chr:!.sttane end Chritottenlty ln Chlna nuat
jtdged fmn rhat Ghlncsc Chtl,rtlanc erc eeylng
dolng - not fron rhrt car:taln Chf1ctl8n6 rlth an en-
ttmly dlffc cnt Dack8rourd ttrd aocl.ty rould ltke
to BGc. Ihc rolt Chr{.stlrn tbln6 fcllor-Chrletlanc
In other landf orn do It to llgtcn to thalr Chlncoc
fellor-beltcvert, try to rp1Eiclatc rhat they ir€
exlnrlenclng and .rcJolcc that Chtncsr Chrlstlarie arc
I part of the €freat forra^nl novcncnt that ls butld-
lng a people'g soclety ln Chlna.

ADDB{DA

OBS'ERVATIOI{S OF FORETGT{EHIi
VTSTTING CI{INA

In 1959 when I vlslt,cd Chlna I attendedervLces
ln both Protegtant ard Cathollc churchee. The YI{CA
wlth whlch I had rorhod (191?-191+3) had extended lts
wo::k (though no longer rtth cny forulgn staff) and,
I had nany lnterettfuig hotn! vlaltlng loeelyWCA'asrd.
dellghtful houm rlth former eollcaguee. t{hen I
ras ln Chlna Ln L972 I v101tod no YllCAs nor attcnded
any chureh scrlrlcet, though agaln I hrd the Joy of
seetng forner co11ce6ueo. Btrhop Ilng rt tr€ pspftlng
Unlon Theologl.cal ScnlnarSr aald. rone'ohurchca had
opened b'ut I gathcztd. nortly rcahlppcd tu hone gath-
er1ngB.

Slnee ilr Ntxonts vlslt 1n J9?2 l.ny ma! for.
elgners hsvc been golng to Chlael rof,c 8rrr leetlng
and talklng rlth ChrtCtlarr rrrd rcpott1n6 on 'FI-
lglon tn Chtna" er th6y rtc lt.

Dr ,Iofofh Ncdtnr of 6iH.dgc Untvonelty "rade
one of hle frcqr.unt trtts to Chlna la 1972, Ilhanl
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asked about thc altuatlon ln Chrletlan churches he
he rregporddl "Thls ie axeecdlngly reak. f suppose I
don't have to eay that after all those centurles ever
slnee the Nestor:lans got to Chlna ln ths sevcnth cen-
tur.7 A D - ell thoge centurlcs ?aat, outd 800,0001000
people not nofe than 31000,000 could be eounted aa
Chrlstlans ln the pesent centurT..,llay I tay thst f
never fclt so forcefully the strength of the l,larzlet
ease agalnut organlzed re11gton....0n the one hand I
nlght par:adoxlcally say that I thlnk Chlna 1s the only
tnrly Chrlsttan eountry ln the rorld at thc preeent
day, 1n sptte of the atsolute rc.jcctlon of all rell-
glon. But on the other hand there nay also be a ca€€
nade out for the vler that the Chlneae have neve, been
really fundanentally gi.fted tn the sphere of rellglon,
as f thtnk the fndlans hav0 b€cn.' *

fn Auguet 1973 Kentam Shlozukl vlslted Chlna eg
a nenber of a delegatlon representlng thlrteen Japan-
an€s€ youth oqganlzatlone. trEven thongh the churchlag
logt aone of ltc 'nteelonary zealr lt tu^t galnedrnder-
standlng and a ner opnlng to thc connunlty....Becauge
the church 1s etll1 belng transforned W the rcvolu-
tlon lt ls not yet aure yhat to eay to loolety. they
augppst that Cn:rlatians ovGr-oa8t gct bcvond. eoneern
over the nunber of Chr:1st1"ane, the klnd of ehurch
aerrrlceg, and the level of rellglous frecdon ln Chlna,
and patlently concern thensclveg xlth urd.erstandlngtne
rhole context of the transfomcd toclety !.n rhleh the
church functlona.' #

Donald l{aclnnls, a fgrrcr nlaslonary In Chlnarnow
Dlreetor of the Chlna Progran of the Natlonal Councll
of Churches [EA, and Etltor of "Ch1ne Notcg", lrlelted
Chlna In the faI1 of L9?4. 'Travellng ln China,one 1s
overrhelned by the totel gecularllzatlon of a soclety
that once sas lErmoatcd rlth rcllgloue clgna and ayn-
bolg. Durtng our vtglt to flvc clttes re sar no ev-
ldence of a survl,vlng rcllgtoug lnact1ce. Anong the
three naJor rcllgloru gtoups of p:e-l,tberatton Chlna
the prbllc przetlce of rorahlp fras drlndledl It seemed
to us, to 1lttIe nore than token observsnceg. l{e san

* Chlna Notes (Sprtng lr9?4)*+ Chlna Notes (Wtnter L9?4)

nn fu.nctt,)r:1n;l ftr:dChtst temples " " . .lJe atienderi o!le
;lhr:l 6ttan fie:"vti'e'r in Fek:l ng, {he enly F::oteetant [ier-
vtss s*err bv ','-i*:ttr:i:cr l"n Chlna si-nee 1,966, Sl-xteen
'F81ffif,n6! Hsrs yfi"€&ant, noflt o1' them mernber:s of the for-
'r,lLqn dt'n)"orni*'t t* eoxrrilunltrv, fn a talk wlth the two
:"htrnese pa*lt.*rx ai't*r the ner:vIse I was tolrJ tut, rcekly
alearryteee riay:(: x*aglxned cr: Ibster 19?2 after a 5t years
inpue, T'kley ;rvs no* tn cont"aet wlth the llon&n+ Xatho}-
1ce tn FekJ-nfi* wiin aI*so hoLd a r+eekly oet:vlce" One of
+"he Wstoi:ff ls cn &i;ty each day of the neek to neetr{"th
flhrl"stl-ari*: vtln ma.v be workln.q on Sunciays - oli for: othel'
?er$on$ ''Nirn e&nnr;t. eome .Lo the Sund"ay service. I was
+"old that fel.r vor.r.ti: rorr* to the gerviceg - 'They are
ioo br"isy *i,: !iunCa;; t"o eome and have other: lnteregtR
rrov.o I'h*r'a ri,r:e ab*ut !0C Pr:otegtant ln Peklng, they
s,$ld. Tn )"r*nk.!.:ri. ?Ie $'c€nt an evenlng wltfi Blshop Ttr"ng
u'lro ts ftre"qlrlel'i'i, r;"f t,ile NankLng LInton TheoLogtcal Co11-
,*ge ancl tn alnc r; l*piltv tc the Natlonal People,s Con-
tr]rafis, Bl-shrr:ir 'i-l.r:6 *onflrmed t,ha'u nons of tho thfu:i;y
elght ahursh 1:u1--i;r3":.rr6p In Nenktne fcrrfterly uged by rtrot-
entant cer'.qr:e6ai.;l-*nc al:e nor uged for nollglous ser:-
vices, T"?tel thr:"]-;:t..lanB noil }refe]1 to meet ln thelr
:lomen or: i n mch"J,sl r-,;,xms$ to a'roi-d the ett8ma rr !{est-
*r:n-sty"lc chtrr,rhes buj.li; durins the pertod of nlgslon
*xT'ran$tr:n 1r, thl"ne and l1-nked to the per:Loil of forelgn
lripel"tal-{ttt i"*erletratlon and pn:oteeted by unequal treat-
I oc lt ,t.

Blshor '!i.ng noIC tonal"d Haelnnls tfiat "}le are nolr
al-tneslstng tha y:t,nel."l!-nq auay of organtzed rd1lglon."

Hr I{asTn:tlxi 1i,r;e6i 6pu *oiie).tglon deflned ln eonvgnt*
1al t,e:rn*: ri.{} &;1 t.nst,tt.utLon wlth a prleathood, a clergy,
& CoetrlnaL e::eeC, a' J.ltul'Byr a theology anti a thei-e-
tle beLkrf vil-+.-h epl-rltuai dlmensi.ons tranricendlne thls
w*rld, flride ltwelf '*ri,t,h no F.ra1lel ln the exret'iencesr
i:f' Chlna*$ youth today " But the frultu of rellglon
part1cu3"er}"y wlth qcneell.r fsl' one'e nelghbor and tho
sirol-e Er:etety, In memv H&ys more evldent tn Chtna
"-n&n l-n the i'igelt"'+

{. *htna Notes {rsrr 19?4}
+'fhe {latholl-c Ci:u::eir rn llhj_na no lonsel: has;
"Ilo.nan" 1.n 1ts n,ane, l,,..eriJ
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