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MAR](ISM
ANI)

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION
IN CHINA

A New I(ind of Revolution
By Ruth Gauberg

"Bornbarl the Headqtran:tertt" It was rlth these
wolis, lseued on Angust 5]1966 W Uao TeetwrgrChalr'rnan
of the Conryaunlet Far:ty of Chlnar that the Cu1tural
Revolutlon, whleh up to thle polnt hed been rnore of B
rrrnbllng In the beckgroundt, was placed fully In the
eentr= of Ch1na'a poIltlcaI and soclal llfe. Three
dayo later:, the Central Comnlttee of the Chlnese Com-
nunl$t Far:by adopted guldel1hee concernlng the CuJ.-
tuual Revo1utlon. The docunent st,arto off ln thlg
rayr "The Gr:eat h'oletartan Cu1ttrtal Renolutlon nor
unfolcllng 1o a gueat revolutlon that toucheg people to
thelr: very ooule and congtltutes a new ota6e ln the
develognent of the soclallet revolutlon lnor country,
a otage whlch Is both broader ard deeper,"(I)

One ls lnmedlately otnrck by thla unlque way of
launchlng a tsvolutlon. Revolutlong have alralrs been
nade by thoee who felt that thelr lntereetg w6re
belng tranpled u?on W the exlotlng governnent tn 1nr-
er and who $aw no wey of achlevlng a neanlngful volce
ln nattert cllrectly affecting thern shor:t of a rnaJor:
tr:anslformatlor d lhe1r: sroelety. Revolutlons have alneyg
been and rrtlII are the lest reoor.'t of the dlslnher{.ted.
to galn access to the polrer they requlre ln order to
rlght the lnJrxltleea they Jtdge theurselveg vlctlns of.
In Chtna thls hletorlcal pr:ecedent ras br.oken rlth the
E:oclamatlontl finm Mao and the P.ar.'ty'g Central Connlt-
tee. lleve:: before had the need for a r.evolutlon been
artlculated to the ueoBlQ ty_tttoeeln tre htgheot rpach-
eo o:f polrerr never before had f,he guldellneo for con-
trrc+trg b rsvolution been Bet forth by those In estab-
tteM l.eailertlhlu lrxrl*iom .



Why would the top leveIs of the Communlst Party
and the Government In Chlna d.eclde that guch a t:evo1u-
tlon wan necessary? i{hat klnti of, leaderthlp la Ii that
lnvltes the people to bonbard lts own headquan'ters? How

ean a revolutlon be conglcleretl succegsrful, arl the Chln-
ese consleter the Cultural Revolutlon to be, when for''
the nost pant, the esuentlal featru:es of the plltleal
and eeonomle etnuctur=s remaln the same after the revo-
lutlon? And rhat klnd of uevolutlon 1g e cultural
revolutlon? The answert to these queotlonsl w11L 1ntv-
1de w rlth the perspeetlve necegsary foran urderstand-
lng of Chlne today. Wlthout then, any understaricllng
would. be ouperflclal and partlal becaLrse ln the eyeu of
the Chlnese the Cultural Revolutlon ls lndeed' "a great
renolutlon that touches people to thetr verT soulsi ahd'
a8 such constltutes 'a stage whlch lt! both broadeu erd
deelnr" in the developnent of the soe1a118t revolutlon
In Chlna. Uhlle polltlcal and eeonomlc orgtnl2dtlon
tras not been fundanentally altered by the Cultural
Revolutlon, thle doeo not make lt any Ie$g arerrolutlon.
But It doeg rnake It a new klnd of r-'evolutlon'

The Chlnese for thelr pa,rt do not thlnk thet hte-
tory develope n1Uy-nllly, that anythlng can hapPen at
any tlne ttrder any chrunstancas, or that eny explana-
tlon of evento has eo much nerlt an any other. Baalng
their Jrdgnent largely on thelr orn historleal experL-
€nce, they - the grrat rnaJor{-ty of the Chlnege people
and not junt thelr leadero - appear to be tn fund'anent-
aI agreement that the rragt body of econonlo, 1n11t1ca1,
soclal and, historleal analyelo knorna t4a^rrlon-Lenlnlsn
provld.es the tool for a uclentlflc conlnrehension of the
d-ynanlce of Eocletles aa neII as as the gulde
for actlon to ta'Ing about thoroWhgolng soclal change.

Unforbtrnately, nruch of wlrat tras been rr{.tten ard
eald about Ch1na tras elther lgnored or Fld gcant ard
often alstorted attentlon to Ha:xlst-Len1nlst concepte.
V1r'bual1y all of the "Ch1na-xatcherSr' of tte recent pst
(nho ttlrt thelr "natchlng" nalnIy f:un Hongkong)ad ueny
peoent-day obserwexa of Chlna l:ely on proJectlng thelr
orn thcorAeg of pople anl socletles ard thelr orn
tdeology onto Chlns. But euch theortee ard tdeologles
are bued anl nurbured, In goctetles that prumulgatc con-
pletely d.tffcrsnt 1n41ddua1 and collectlve obJectlves

and, therefore, have deneloped. conpletely d,lffersnt
valuee ard reyo of Ilfe from those of peoent-dey
Chlna, That klnd of ethnocentrlen perhaps makes sueh
wrttero ard gonp rudero feel mort oeeuale, but lt d.oeg
not help us urderstad, the rtaIltlee of Chlnege exlst-
ence. To even @ln to und.errtand the Chlna of the
Chlnege people, lt tg nec€goarit to dlscaedtrposed nod-
els, and to 16ok, at least brLefly, at a fer of the
central features of Her:clgt-Lenlnlst theory - a theory
rhlch the pople of Chlna have aecepted and on whlch
they tboe thelr d.evelopment anl thelr deetlny.

Clase Strr:gg1e

The oft-quotecl openlng llne of The Comnunlet Man-
lfesto r:emalns the llnch-pln of Cfrfnffi
Efff,Icat a,ctlon.. "The frtstory of al-t hltherto eclst-
lng aocieff 1g the hlsltory of claso srtrtggles." To
Marxfults thlo ls a fund.amenEl and accrnste surnnlng up
of all recolded hlotory rlthout whlch an under:gtandlng
of the dynamlco of r;ocletlesl and how they change
cannot be grasped. I,lhether they look at slave socl-
etles, feuJal srocletles, or. caplta1lst societles, the
maln featuls they see 1$ the existence of claggeg.

Whl1e recognlzing that the clase stTuctur€ ln any
ooclety 1tl alrayo nore conplex, In its skeletal out-
IIne thele are tro naln clases - be they olave and
na*ter, lorrl and gerP, or capltallslt and rorker *rere-
tn {he Ilfe pattee'ns of the one are lntr.Lnolcally Ilnk-
ed to those of the other. But thls 11nka6e le alwayo
seen ag an antagonlgtlc one becawe the lnter:ests of
the tno stand In dlrect oppoaltlon; the lnterests of
the one unavoldably clash wtth the lnteresltg of the
other.

To capture the ror*lngs of thlo antagonlgtle r.€-
latlgnohlp ealled clasg strrrygle, Iet us look at the
capttallat oyoten.

The descrtptlon that followe ls an overrelmpllfl-
catlon when applled to todayre ror:Id because thts ls
the perlod of lnper{.a11en, a pr:Lod 1n uhlchapltallon
ls no longer conpetltlve ln the eane nay It ilag ln the



nlneteenth centru.y and tn whlch tt Is no longet confl-n-
,a to natlonal borrrd.arleg. Ttre r:elatf.onshlpcl rther6'
for.e, ate nuch nore conplex. But the game egsentlal
features of alass atrrlggIe stlU holcL fou prroent-day
tlarxlsts, ard In thls eaoe, for the Chlnese' It Ist
thEge essential feattrreo that eerwe the pul?ose here of
dellneatlng and explalnlng how the Chlnese analyze so-
cletles ard ehange today'.

In a caplta11et econoDJr ther.'e alr, on the one

slde, tne capttalleta, thoee who own tHe neans of p'od-
uctlon - faalorLeo, machlnegr ralt materl"als, land, etc.
Horever, the coal In a nlne le of rralue only after
mlnerg <ug lt out and nake lt arrailable for hupn ulei
the ralue of land' 1o reallzed oniy after the.fa'nert
iiart ard. trarrrest, other rorker:s Ilrocesa It, anil lt lsl
itren rpae avallable for hrrman consumlrtlon, 0n the other
slde stand,s the proletarlat (the wolklng elass), those
who by applylng thelr labour to the neang of 1n'oduc-
tlon ire-essentlal for gmdr:clng the goode lequlred' by
all cl-asges for thelu contlnued exlgtence. A class

ferently, lf he wer:e to pay the ror*er:g the fuII value
for: the Labour: whlch they put lnto eoodsl when they p'o-
d.uce then, he would automatlccally ellnlnate hlg own
proflts and hence Just ao .tiutonatlcally eea$e to be a
capltallst. The exploltatlve relatlonshlp of the eapl-
tallst elasg torarrl the worklng classl then Is an ln-
trtnOlo feature of any capltallot or, for that natter,
any class glfttten.

Aocorllng1y, the tno clasgeg are ln constant and
antagonlstlc opposltlon to eagh other; Mam< and Enge1s
called thls opponlti.on "cIa$$ tttrrrggle". Thls 1o not to
eay that the otrrtggle ls alwayo overt o:r vI.olent. Some-
tlnres It 1s, but often lt Is not. What thlg analysls
docg eay Is that by the very nature of thel-r<tnfl.lct1ng
lnteregtsl each clasg 1r, neceggarLly lnapooltlon where
lt mugt strr:gg1e, thmugh a wlde vart-ety of mearur, for
lts own class lnter.ests and., therefoDe, agalnet the In-
terests of the class ln oppooltl-on.

Slnce Chlna was never a fu1Iy cleveloped capltallst
cor:ntry, the allgnurent of forces ln the cla"es stirrggle
dtlffared gomewhat fron the olnpllfled outllne just glv-
€oo A preeloe Mar':clst gumatlon of clagg forcegfur'Ing
the perLod peced.lng 1.!49 L$ prsvlded !r George.Thomgon.

At the beglnnlng of the lnteent centtrrXr Chlna
$a$ e senl-ferdaI, geml-colonlaI country ln
whlch the Dasses of the peasantry were €x-
plotted by the fetdal lanclorners and. by a
nunbe:r of colon1al lnwem whlch had occupled.
the por:Le, selzed contrul of the banks, ard
establfuthed a connerclal netrork for: plurder-
1ng the corurtty. fn thlrr they rene supporLea
by the rlch merchantg, rnoney-1end.eng and f1n-
ancleris who constltuted. the blg bourgeolele--
the eornprzclor or bureaueratlc eapltallets.
Ttrege two clagseg, the feuilal landownetr and.
the compr.edor bour:geolsle, forned the eoelal
basle for fungertallgt oppneaelon ln Chlna.

Between the$e tro exploltlng classes and. the
nao$e$ of the people stood. the nlddIe, or
natlona1, bourgeolalc. I?rese rere irdwtrlal
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then Le d.eflned. W 1t6 relatlonshlp to the ownerrthip
anil contrul of the neang of puoductlon.



capltallstswhoaeeffor:tstobulldnatlvetn-
d.ustr:les werre ftrrstr:ated by ferdallgn and in-
per:!.allsm. F:pn that polnt of rrlew they wene

inellned to slde wlth ihe people, but at the
sane tlme they wer= thengelveg explolterg'
afr:aldl of the proleta'r'1at, and so tney tended

to vaclllate.

The only conslstently antl-fetrdalr antl-ln-
pertattit elaslseo weie the neasantry ard the
pmleta.r:1at. Ttre va"st naJor:!-ty of the peas-

antrv wel? pool: peaoantll, 
- 
that 1g ' nnEl

prrletar:lans and-oern1-ploleta^r:lans' The in-
dustr:Ial urloletar:lat Has sma11, but after: the
Flrgt llor:Id War, and nore after: the October:
Bevolutlon, ti gr:ew r:adldly ln str:ength' (2)

TheChlnegetalkabout..thethreeblgmountalng'.-
feudalkln, buTeaucr.iatlc caplta.llsln, and lnperlallsrn"
it"i-""iit"a heavlly on the wor:keug and lraoanto ard

"g"fnnt 
ifrf"n they wagetl thelr revoLutlon' Glnen the

selnl-feudaI, seml-eo1Jnlal natr'rre of the country at the
tlme, ancL the exlstence of a vastrilareelyland-legg peas-

"nirlr, 
the flrxlt d'enands they had' to agltate for wele

natllnal lnd.epencLence, land reform an6 baslc clenocratlc
rJghts. Thl; let congld.ered the neces,${ilty f1rst stage
of a two-stage r:evolutlon and 1g calledl56vrD€DOcracy.*
it ** not uittt the encr.oachnents nrade by lnpeltallst
po*"'x were neutr:a].1zed, untll the land that had alrayo
G"n-ronopoffzea by land.Ioills wa$ dlstr'1buted to the
p"a'a"tsr ancl untl1 the wor.klng people galned.the d.eno-

cratlc ri.ghts they had alrayo been denled that the con-
6ltlorul for the nlxt ota6e - eocLallst revolutlon-could
be oet.

The natlonal. bourgeolsle could be looked to for
suppor:b of the n""-a"'I"riatLc r:evolutlon slnce thelu
lnterpst$ wer.e alslo lnhlblted by the tremenilous poweJ.*

of ,,the thr:ee blg rnountalns". Horever, they woUld have

toopposethegecond.otagebecaweaseapltallsrtg,they
had i; nake pmflt, whlch comes fmm only one Boutrco -
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the exol-oltatlon of wori<et:1. In the era of adrranced.
eapltallsn and 1nperIaIlon, then, the pr:oletarlat, ec-
eordlng to the Chlnese 1s the only clasn capable of the
eonslstent and tenaclous lender:shlp neeesaar.y for: cor-
duetlng elther: the nen denocratlc or the socla1lgt rev-
o1utlon.

For any eountqy to have tnre natlonal Lndelrnd.ence
ln the age of funperlallon, the Chlneee belleve that tt
Is lrnposrolble to stop after the d.emocr.etlc rayolutlon,
Slnce the urd.erdeveloped countrles ar.e lrgpt rurdtemef-
eloped. by ttre lmperlallst rratur.e of adnanced capltal-
lgn's relatloruthlp wlth thenr only a conplete rrrptnre
wtth capIt4llom w111 unleaeh the pruductlve forcae of
thelr goeletleg. Ulthout an adrrance to soclallen, the
econonlc antl polltlcaI porer: of lnperlallsn 1111 be
able to malntaln control and kecp euch countrles ln
contlnued oubjectlon. Thr.rs the eoclallst rrevolutlon
In geen ao aboolutely eooentlal.

The nex denocrratlc revolutlon ras cornpleted. tn a
r:elatlvely short pertocL of t1ne. The ela$s strrrggle
between the bourgeolsle and the pxoletaxlat, the etng-
g1e agalnet bourgeols capltallen and for p,noletar"t-an
goclallsn 1o the one that 1s cur:rently belng waged ln
Chlna; thlo otrruggle Is foreeast to last for: a long
tlme -- untl1 the dlsappearrce of capttallsrn and, lnpe-
r:laIIsn the wor:ld ove:r.

The State

Po1ltlcal powex, aecor:rllng to Ma.r:clst theor:f, goes
hand ln hand nlth eeononlc poxer. ltre poseegslntcraBgr
exaetly becauge of rtg eeonomle powe!.', Ie able to ox-
o:g.anlze ard conttol the nachlner.y of the state-- i,he ex-
cuilve andl leglelatfve bdtteg, 'eorfrs, 1nllce, a,rilleg,
etc. ft natur:alIy organlzeg thle nachlnery ln guch a
way a^s to protect ltg orn lnteregtg. It n111 go to
great lengtho to malntaln po11t1cal conttul because on-
Iy In thls ray can 1t oafegua.rfl 1te econontc gontrol.
It ful thls analysls of the Inner wor*lnge of the class
etnggle and the abeolute requlreneut of the elase ln
polreil, to nralntaln ltg lDxex 1f 1t ls to gurrrlve thst
led Lilnln to obser:rre tnat no m11ng clasg tn hlstory hs



ever glven up lts power voluntarIly.

As a leader of the explolted classes tn Chlna 1t
xa$ thls same analyots that Led !4ao to say that "po:
11tlca1 IDflex gDous out of the barrel of a gllD.t' O)
Thls $tatement has often been quoted ln the l{eslt to
'1rove" that connunlsm 19 no d.lfferent fron fasclgnand
that the leader of the Chlneee Revolutlon ls no mort
than a bloodthlrsty 1unatlc. l{lrat Mao 1o oaylng, how-
ever, ls that those who hold. eeononlc lnwer also hold
poIItleal rlower, whlch neans that they contrrcl the re-
presolve lnstrunents of the etate appa,ratu.s -- the
po11ce and the aamlerr. They can ancl do ma,r:oha1I thetle
lnstnrments when thelr cla$s nrle ful threatened. Thelr
poIlttcal power:, then, ultlmately reoldeo ln the bar'-
r:e1sr of the gurut at tneh:.comnand. Thls analy$ls cor'-
r:eoponds to the r:eaIltfes of vlolence durLng Chlnaret
centuri-es; of fer.aital r.rrle ag well as to tre Im1rcsed. con-
tml by for:elgners durLng the nlneteenth and flrst
half of the tnentleth centurY.

I{ao't-t statemant furUher neaffl that In ord.er: for
the exploltcd olasgeo to effectlvely challenge th6
nrlIng class antl brLng about the changes nccsgsaqr
rherebll they ean fuIflII thelr cla$s lntereslts, they
nust 1-lkew1ne ultlmately tegort to the uge of foDqe'
Thls lositlon ls bagd on an a,cceptance of l*Ia.r:<'sl and
tenln'g analyolo that fund.anental econonlc' polltlca1
end soc1al tuansformatlon 1$ necesga,ry lf the explolt-
ed cla$ses ar€ to eease belng explolteilr &nd' that th€
rulatlonohlp between the clasoeg wLl] not changed lttt
orn accord. It neans that the only ray for the trans-
formatlon to cone about 1o ttrrough rtvolutlonary neano
ln nhlch the explolted take up arrn$ agalnot thealrready
a,!'rnd exploltern. Thlsl le greclaely what happened ln
the no6rt organlzed fashlon ln chlna dur'lng the 1920's,
lO's and l+0'8.

Ttre Dlctatorshlp of the Proletarr^at-

Does the gucceosrful overthron of lvre-exlgtlng
Btatc llorer Ln LW nean that the class otmggle no

longcr cxlste ln Chlna? It ls ln anerer to thlo
10

queotlon that the Chlneee eonslder they have dceppngd
thelr underttsnillng of }larxlsrn - Lenfulgn and., In sto
dolng, heve begun to avold. what they see a$ the dlsas-
trrug effectg of the Ru$slan expet{.ence.

The Chlneee rlo not vlew thelr liberatlon as the
flnaI or: ultlnate event ln the clatrl otrruggIe. They
aay that the clasit; str.rrggle will be over only when
there ar€ no more clagsesS that theru gtlLlae classes:
1n Chlna as well a$ outslde, and that, thel.'efor:e.there
ls ttt1U classl otrr:gg1e ln all countr.'leg, lne1ud'lng
thefu: orn. What they say tus changecl, however.rlst that
a new eLassr the proletarlat, fur 1n lnwer'. Thlo they
see not a$ a slubstltutlon but as a qualttatlve change
that makesl a baslc dlfferenqe In the 1l-ves of all the
people ln all classeg. It srust be reme-nLher-'ed tha+.
Marxlnt ana1ynl..l eontend$ that In order: for any elasst
whlch Is ln porer to r:ernaln there, tt has no eholce
but to supprp$fi the lnte::estsr of the oppoclng elags o1'
clagses. Tttlst supptreslslon, for: Marxls;ts, constltutesl
a dlctatorxrhlp.

Thls should rot be onfus:ed lilth tre }Ieeter:r connota-
tlong of the roru "dletatot.$hip". hle a,r'e aceustomed b
appLylng the terrn to those sltuatlons wheue the .qup-
pr-eosrlon of those not ln trbwel: 1g conducted. by thoge
who arc thr.ough the.mosrt extrerne ancl blatant method$,
ao, for Cxpample, ln the nllItaly rsgl-neo ln Latln
Atreri-ca and otheu over:bIy fa$clst reglmes 1!ke the one
In Spaln. Fou ltlarxl$ts, on the other hand., the ter.m
"dlctatotxthlp" d.oes nov refer to the eeverLty of the

to supu'egg otber cla$$es - at one tlme, peuhapu gent-
1y, at another v1-o1ent1y; at one tlme eover-b1y, at an-
other tlne overtly - but whlch, r:ega,rdless of the In-
tenolty or neans of ouplregslon at any partleulau no-
ment, renalng suppreslolon nonethele$s.

fn Chlna beforre L*9. therre nan, say the Chtneoe,
a dlctator:lhlp W the two clas$es. the feudal land--
loriis and the conln:a,cl.or bor.ugeoioie whlch ln aIllance
nlth for:elgn cap1tallstn, ohar:etl Dower'. Tod.ay there 1rr
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opposlte.,Thls Is one major d'lfference, a dlfference'
whtch at ffu:lt glance nay appear to be me:reIy quantlt-
at1ve. But even ln terns cf the sheer.'nunberB't:volved',
lt 1s bound to have qr-raIltlve ranlflcatlons.

A geeond d.lffeuence Ii.es ln the ownernhlp of the
neang of pr-ud.uetlon. tr{herreas prevLouoly theyrcre 1n1-
rrately owned bv the sna11 rullng claoses, now undet
the ttletatorthlp of the papleta'r'lat they have becone
co11eetlve1y owned. Thus, thotlgh all lnjuotlceg and

by exploltlng the labor of otherr.

one elags, thele a,I'e, ln effect, no cla^oges. Maxrd$n
clalms that for the puletar'1-at, the flna1 vlctorlg of
lts cl-ags rrrle w111 be In the ellnlnatlon of all
e1a$$es, whereart there ca vlctory for: 'tire

cllctatorslhlp of the explo 3 thelr djectlve
Is only to ietaln thelr c long ao Iloslsl-
bIe, a Doller whlch w111 I the natur:e of
the class str.uggle, be eventually challenged and over-
thrown by thooe who axe exploltad.

The ftnaL vlctory of the itlctatoershlp of the pro-

Ieta,r'!-at, then, ls classlea$nesl$, or: ln other woads'

eomnunl$rn. Many people outgld.e of china chan'acter"Lze

the countr.y a$ a "eomnunlst gtate" - whloh the Chlnege
d.lsmtos a$ an absurrllty becauge as Marxlnto they con-
tend that thls Is a eontradlctlon In termg. Once
comnurilgn ts a.chlevecl, they malntaln, thene w111 be no
fr:r.bher need. fo:: any reptr'esrsuve apparatug - (a state),
glnce there will be no claslses to $uppreoll. Once all
people have conmon economlc, poIltlcal and. eoclal In-
'tere$to the maehinery for ueptresolon, the stater 86r

well as all cllctatorshlpe wtII wlther away, Three
nonthcr before the Communtet Party ca,ne to power, Mao
wrtter

Llke a nan, a poIltlcaI party has lts chlld-
hoocl, puth, lenhood andt o1d age. The Comnunlst
Party of Chlnaig nolonger a chlld ou a lad
ln hls teeng but ha^s become an adu1t. llhen
a nnn l:eacheo oId. age, he w111 d.1e3 the oane
ls true of a 1nrty. I,Ihen clasroeedloappeaur
all trultrrrements of clartg otrrrggle---partleo
and the srtate nachlnery---r111 Ioo.ge theh'
funetlon, cea$e to be nece$$arlf, ther:efor:e
$tadua11y wlther away and end thelr hlstorL-
cal rnlgslonl and hunan soclety w111 move to
a hlg,her: otage. I'Ie arre the opposlte of the

ntles of the bourgeolole. they are a,fr:ald.
to slpeak of the extlnetlon of clasoes, srtate
power: and. par:tIeo. We, on the contr.rar5rrd.e-
clare openly that we arne stuLvlng hard. to
cueate the very conclltlons whlch w111 brang
about thelr extlnctlon. (5)

Thus, consllgtent with the Harxlot vlew, the Chi-
nese rree thelr: country as a eonlallst, gtate. Thlg state
ts a dletatorshlp of the poletaelat untter the 1eader-
ohlp of the Cornnunlot Party. llhl1e the eventual goal
ls to d,o away wlth the state - and ther.efore also all
dtctatorshlpo lneludng that of the pr:oletarl_at and a1l
p.r-b1es lneludlng the Comnrurlot Par.ty - soclallsm ts
deflnat as a necesgary transltlonal ata4e ln tha long
historj-eaI dtevelopment towarrt comnunlgn, It t;
per:celved. aa a Inbce$s. ft 1o thls procegs and. the t[eo-
loglcal and econoffic develolnnnt effectuatlng tt that
the Chlnese are referz't-ng to when they talk, as they
often d.o, about ,,goc1a1lgt r.evolutlonand. eocla1lOt
constr.rretlon. "
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The Role of the CommtuLstt Par:ty

trA'om the nantage polnt of the l{eut, lt often ap
peeils thBt lt ls Maol not the pt:oletarlat, who lsl ln
power. But the pret al1lne vlew tn Chlna ls very d1{-
ferent. To the Chlnege, Mao 1g the nan rnogt respon-
slb1e for lnter.pretlng ilarr<1st thgory and lartb pr:ae-
tLces r.eietlve to cond.titoae tD thell. couub!trL. Uslng
Ilarxlst analyols, he took the lead as early an the
20ro In oettlng guldellneg for maklng a soelaHsrtrpv-
olutlon ln Chlna, and. tas ulnter:rrpted.ly contlnued b
do slo up to the grunent, the guldellnert now lndlcat-
lng the cllr:ectlon for-' contlnulng rtoclallrrt eonstruct-
1on. The peoole of Chlna fu11y belleve that they owe
their: llber:atlon to the clar:Ity wlth whlch theoe
guldellnes lrer:e formulated and the netlculousrnesrg rd-th
whlch they wer.'e app11ecl.

The ltlegte::n "cuIt of personallty" lnterpretatlon
whlch $eeg l,lao a.9 a near-rellglous slymbol llkewloe &es
not cotreopond. wlth the vleu'heId by the Chlnese them-
slelvesl. Theil' perreptlon of l{ao lnclrrdegbth per.uonal
and lnperxlona]- el"enents, wlth lncreaolng ernphaslo put
on the latter:. Slnee Msio'$ ldeag and concrete actionsl
have conrtlstenly 1n'oved thelr val-ldlty to the Chlneoe,
lt 1s natulal that he 1s respected and adrnlred for all
that he hasl done and for all that he represents. ft
ls slgniflcant that the Chlnese study hls writlngs and
r.'efer: so fr:equently to the thoughto of l,!ao. 0n a nore
per:sonaI 1evel he l-s reslpected. for hlg uenarkable lead-
erxlhlp abllltleg ln practlce asJ we11 as theory, thege
learler.thlp ablllties lnvolvlng not only a penetratlng
grasp of strategy and tactlcs but al-so per.sonal qual-
ltlesr of hunlIlty and. selflegsness.

Mao, horever, 1g not $een a$ a solltary flgure,
but rather: ag a Leader: of the Communist Par-ty. The
r:ol-e of the Party ls that of the rrangr:anl of the pl'o-
letarl-at. fd.eo1oglca11y, Pa.r'ty nembet? a"re expected.
to be hlghly eonttclou.s of soelal, eeononle and poIlt-
ical natters and to apply that consiclousness to furth-
erlng pmoletatt-an lnteleotog per:sonally, they are ex-
pectecl to be exenplary in thelr attltudes and behav-
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Iours. Leader.'ehlp geared to the fur:ther:lng of
self-lnterrasto rather: than the tnter:esrtei of the
nta$aes 1g not to be eountenanced.

At no tine and In no clncurnstences ehoulil a
Conmunlsrt plaee hls per:oona1 lntereslto ffulstl
he eihould. su-u.o:'ji-nate them to the lnter.egtg of
the natlon and of the mas8es, Henee, gelfloh-
ne$n, o1acklng, eorzrrptlon, ueeklng the 1lne-
Ilght, and so on, arte nost contcmptlblerwhlle
selflecgnesc, worklng wlth all one'g enelEy,
whole-hear:ted devotlon to publlc d,utyr and.
qulet hard work wll1 conmand. reepect. (6)

solI. llher:e-ever w€ gp we nust rnlterd-th{ne people,
anct teke root and bloggom anong thenr."/7J

The supr:eme test of the worrls and deeds of a
Connunl$t Is whether they confomr rlth the
hlgheot lntereotsl and enjoy the auppr* d the
ove!:whelnlng maiorlty of the people. ErclY
Comrade nust be helped to underntand that es
long ao we lely on the peopla, belleve flrrnly
i-n the lnextrauelble crtatlve Dorer of the
massert and henee trrrst ard lilentlfy ouzuelvee
r*Lth thenr no eneny can orugh w rhlle ne can
cr.rrgtr everTr enemy and ovel-on€ 6ve !r dlffl-
culty. (8)

Ther:e are two danger:a Mao cautlong Par:ty mem-
bexr egalngt - corunandlsm and tsLllsrrn. Commandlgm
1o the tendency for: lea/ler:shlp to separate ltself
fr:on fhe people and thust elther to look cl.own on them
or: to over:estlnate thelr congelousnegs of thelr: eon-
ltlon at any partleula"r tlne. Theoe mlsrtakes reeitrlt.
1n the arrogant losutng of eomnand.sl whlch do not on-
form to the realltIes of people's needs. 'the
oploolte danger for: Comnunlst Party member:s,'tallIon,
:ls the tendency to fear the taktng of lnltlati-ve ano
boldt actlon therefore io falI to lead the masges but

15



lnsltead, "to trail bshtnd- them, aar;tieulating an;
cr:ltlclttlng." (9)

The prcper :relatlonsrhlp of the leaders to the 1ed.
1g refeued. to ln Chlna ag "the nass Ilne" whlch rests
on the pr:1nc1ple "from the masseg, to the nasge$.r'

In all the 1nactlca1 wolk of our: Partyn all
cor-ect leadershlp lsl nece$sa.r'L1y "fa'oil the
na^q$eg, to the nagse$,. Thls mean$r taketre
ldeas of the rxa^gsesr(ocattered and unsystem-
atic ldea^s) and concenttiate then (thltt€h
,otudy turn them lnto concentrated and. gyt -
tenatlc ld.eao); then go to the r**tserl and
propagate and explaln therre lcleas unt1I the
narrsleg emblzce them as thelr ownrhold fast
to them and tr:anglate then lnto aetlon, and
tegt the eorr:eetneg$ of thesre ld.eas ln guch
aetlon. Then once a6a1n concentr:ate ld.eas
t-r:on the ma$gesl and once a6aln 8o to
the nra.qses sto that the ldeas a1€ peltevered
1n ancl cara'Led thrnugh. And so on, ove]
and over a6aln ln an endleslg stplral, wlth
the ldeas beconlng noxe cora€ct, nore vltal
and r.Lcher each tIne. (ro)

Under:1ylng the mass line lsl the rejectlon of the
vlew prerralent ln the llest (tfror:gh not excluolvely ln
the l{eot) that lt 1u lndlvldr:aI leader:l who nake hlsto-
rT. Good leaderxrhlp 1s geen a$ a necestgaaf, but by
It$elf {nsufflclent comronent of gocial change. The
unlnese hold. the convlctlon that all reaL soclaltang-
fornratlon ean eone about only thruugh the effor."ts of
the nartgesr. Belter:atlng the poltlon ea.r'Iler prto-
por:nded by lenln, Mao has as$erted thbt"The people, ard.
ttre people al-one, an:e the notlve forrce In the making
of world hlstory." (tt)

ft- Is ln class teilns, then, that the Chlnqle rtee
1ea,{e.r:srhlp. Intilvidua-Is, they malntaln, alwayo iden-
t1fy ryrtn one or another c1488. Therefore, when any
lncllvldr:aI under: any elaoo oystem 1s ln a posltlon of
power, that perton reptpsents the lnterests of the
e1a$g wlth whlch ho lclentlfles.

f6

analyoln to conclltlons ln Chlna' the Chlnese slay that
l,lao and the Comnunlot Par.ty ldentlfy wlth and. hence
r:eur:esent the lntelest$ of the prtletarlat. Thev
ther.'efore wleld state powea' on behalf of that elao$,
thlsl srtate powel corultltutlng a dlctatorruhlp of the
lroletar'lat.

The Clacn Str.uggle h fcleology

But, lt nay be objected., lf the proletarlat - ln
Chlna, the workers and peaoanto - are nunerLcally no
lreponderant, a8 ln fact they are, nhy muat they exea.-
ctse a dlctator.thlp of any ktnd? Hon't the small
e1a$ses of landowner:s and capltal-leito olmp1y by force
of the exanple of the p:roletarlat (who after all a.l.e
non-excl:slve In that they want eventually to lncIude
everyone 1n thelr r:anko) and by the shee:.' passa4e of
tlme - won't they dle a naturial cleath? To thls,
I4arxlsto wou1d. answer that uoclalfuln pr:esentg. a soclety
"not as It har! d.eveloped. on 1tg own foundiatlonB, but
on the eont:iar.y, a.q lt etneqgeg fi:on eapltall$tocletyS
v.n-l-eh Ig f,hus, In every r:e$pect, eeonomleally, norally
and fnteJlectually. sltll1 stanped wltn the olr:thmarks
.,f the ola goclety rron whose wonb lt enelge.r."(tZ)
lemohasio In orLelnal)

fn Chlna the econonlc.base, or lnfiaBtrtrctur:erhas
ceen qulte a rapld. tr:ansfonutlonv It hag been alnost
conpletely tr:anofer:'ed out of the hands of the for:ner
nrIlng clasoes. That 1*r, the neans of pnod.uctlon a[.e
no longer: prLrrately owned.. All najor enterln{-oeg a,I€
owned elther by the state or contnunally, Coununal
ormernhlp, ao typlfled by the lar:ge and. dlver:rlfled
comnuneg thrtugfrout the countryold.e, refeus to owneD-
shlp by thosle d.lr'ectIy Lnvolved In the day to clay op
eratlon of then. A connu.ne, ouned 1n conmon tryr ltg
nenbers, often nunbeta geveral tepo of thousand.s. A
hlgher: foum of ownerxhlp is ounemhlp by tJ:e state.
Thlsl Is consldeled more adrranced. becaus:e the nean$ of
productlon are ln the handri of the .entlre pmletae.1at
a:l a clasg and not iugt ar: a geetlon of the pr:o1etar..l_at
as; fu-" ti:e ea;re cf eolr.mnr.al owner:ch.!.p. ilut both of thege
for:ng aIe $een a$ ad.vaneenentg oveT prior. ownenlhll
arf:ian€lenentg beeaurre the neann of pr:oductton are owned
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by those who wor:k them r.ather: than by the for:nel. ex-
ploltlng cla$$es. Thls therefore congtltutes a najor
sltrtde ln the cllrectlon of the total publlc ownerrhlp
of all the neans of p:oductlon whlch w111 chara,cter:l-ze
the futu::e elagsleoo 6oclety.

The tnltlal succesr$ of a r:octaIlst revolutlon
nean$ that the econonlc and poIltlcaI power han been
gelzed fron the hands of the founer rrrllng claoseo by
the explolted classes. Thls can happenl as It cltd 1n
Chlnarln a relatlvely ohort perlod. of tlme. O1d ldea^s,
attltudee and. behavloun, on the other hand, take much
longler to transforrl. Whlle thls Is especlally ruue
of the over-thlorn clasgeo, lt ls alqo, althongh to a
lecrger ertent, true of the pa:olerlirrat ltse1f, llao hag
exln:estted the l{arxlst vlew that no one ts dbove class
lcleoIoryr. "In cla$g ooclety eveqf one llveg an a nenbe,.
of a prblcular claoo; and. ever;y klntl of thlnklngd.th-
out dxeeptlon 1g starnped wlth the btantt of a
claB$." (13) Slnce all the people In the nep sloclety
harre been la'rt of the old soclety and the::efor:e large-
Iy nolded by ttr the remnantsl of the oro eannot posul-
b1y ctle qulckly, eao11y o* autorustlca}ly.

tita^rxist, have repeatedly axlserbed that the clasrses
whlch have been ungeated. do not take klndly to the new
state of a^ffab's. Although they no longertave contml
ovex a repreoslve state apparatus, thetr etnrggle to
regaln poflef, w111 be even morE energetlc than ra^e treb.
earller stmggle to flral.nta,In 1t. They w111 uoe any
ancl all posslble nean$ at theil. dlspcal becanne as a
clasg lt lsl a 1lfe and death stnrggle. If thelr clasro
polrer dleg once and for all, uo d.le thelr pr:lv!-Ieged
pooltlono. "Becau:re they have been d.efeated, the
energy of thelr reslsltanee lrag lncr:eaged. a hund.r.ed. and
a thowancl.fold." (1ll) So selzlng 1rcwer 1o not
enough accordlng to the Chlneser tt nwt be consoll-
d.ated. and. heId $eculely as weII. The congolldatlon
of a sociallslt oysten eannot ulmply lnvolve a pr.ole-
tarLat r:eatlng on the achlevenento of 1to newly estab
llghed porer.; lt cannot mean that the class otrr.rggle
1$ over. Rather, slay the Chtneoe, sloclalfuln can only
be gusltelned by a newe]: and rnore eonoelouo otmggle

against oIder.' exploltlng ldeologlesll and ln the
pr.!ce$$, the hltherto uncha,r*bered. cour.Be of the soclety
of the future w111 becorne clean'er and nore eloIld.lfled.

Clea,r'Iy, the ex-rrrllng sf651s., el;pecla1ly ln lt$
ltleologlcal nanlfestatlons, Io the b1g6:es',, ur:ob1en fou
the nes dlctatoruhlp and.r }larxlsts rould add.r the-..prb-
letatl-at nugt d.lsrcofer and combat guch nanlfeelta{-1ons.
0n1y thr:s ean the pa:oletae'lat tr:ansfor.m lts orn habltei
of thor-rght ancl conduct asl we11, for they f,oo an.'er'$tan1>
ed wlth the blrthna,r'k<r of the o1d $oc16ty."(15) If "tha
j.deas of the ruIlng cla^lg are r.n eveay elneh the ruIlng
ldeas" (f5) as Mao asserted., how then could they be ex-
pected to r:emaln untouched, by the tdeology of the oId.
rrrllng classr?

The Chlnese malntaln that the tran$forrnatlon of
ldeao cannot be achlevecl o.u1ckLy.

ft w111 take a fairly long perlod. of tlme to
cleclde the lssue In the ld.eologlcaI strrrggle
between goclalts;m and capltallom ln our
country. The reacion ls that the lnfluence d
the bor:rgeolsle and of the lnteIIectual*t who
come flon the o1d uociety w111 rereln ln our
conntry for a long tlne to cone, and. so w1LI
thelr c1a$s lcleology. If thls ls not guf-
flclently und.ergtood, or 1B not underxltood.et
all, the gr:avest rnlsltakesl 1111 be rnade and.
the necegslty of waglng the sltnrggle ln the
liteologlcal fleld. w111 be lgnored. (15)

Ivlojlgove1r fftq eaonornl c condltlong of a soclallst
sloclety ln tuansrltlon elao generate lneqr:aIitIes whlch
beeome bareectlne 6p'ounds for the nelnforcegent of bour:-
geo1s- ltteology. Such lnequallt1es 21's una,Vo1cld6Le be-
cau$€ sobtall'$m must EIt1II pay wa€eg parbly ln termsl of
labor performed. rather than ln teims 6r n"La alone (."'l
will occur: und.er: communlom). Thtto, whtle goclallsrn
doesr away wlth the €tr:osg fotms, of exp3-o1tatlon that
exl-st ln capltallslt society, lt cannot p:rovlcle frmedlate
and fuIl eqr:alIty. In st1I1 dleveloplng countraerl like
China wherp the overall technlcaL backwa^rdness of the
eeonomy makeo the triansrltlonal perJod especlally long

19
18



and hard, it Is tnevltable that the potentlal n6s
bour:geolole w111 Joln forteg ulth the older ex-ru1Ing
clasrges to cr-eate fourldable reslslta,nce b the guccegrr-
fuI clevelopment of the new pr.oleta.rlan ldeology.

Onee the for:ner exploltlng dlctator.uhlp hag been
overthr:own, the conduct of the cla.'Ig sltruggle trerefore
beglne to extrlblt noue cllsltlnctly Ld.eologieal&atules'
Thls ldeologlcal strr:ggIe require$ an enphagls on et[-
ucatton and pertuatlon whlch should. have d-eflnlte tar:-
gets and ghourd[ be conducted. ln a rea$oned. ancl careful
nanner.

A11 emoneorx ld.eas, all poloonous weeds, all
ghoots and nonstet'o, muot be oubJectecL to
c:rltlclnmi In no ch'curnsta,nce ghould they be
a11owed. to gpr:ead unehecked. However:, the

tltr.rrcture, that 1o, ln those lnstltutlons whlch lnf1u-
ence ald shape tne way people thlnk. I,Ihl1e po11t1cal
and. economlc lnwer waei In the hando of the proletar:iat
In Chlna ln the nld-5O'g, the ld.eoIory of the old ex-
pi.oltlng cl,agseg, although rt fmd 'been 

etruggleci
a6alnot, wa^s by no meang dead. To the contr:ary,lt wag
gainlng atrength f,o f,he polnt of thr.eatening 1n veay
fund.amental ways both the po11tlcaI and economic nower
of the pr:o1etar.{.at. The people of Chlna a..e eonvlnced
that If thlo proce$s had been allowed. to contlnue un-
ehallenged -- lf , in other.' wotCtr , there had been no
Cultulz,I Revolutlon -- the dlctatorthlp of the pr.oIe-
tarl-at would have been ertd.ed- to the polnt where ev-
entually a p::Iv11eged cLaso would have emerged vlcto-
rLoutt.

RevisllonLsm

The return of a pu:Ivllegecl class to lnwer 1o pre-
cir:eIy the basls of Chlna's rejectlon of the dlr:ectlon
of development ln the Soldet Unlon, nhlch the Chlne$e
$um uD ln the te::n 'r:ev1sl1on1gm." Revlolonlsn 1g the
pr:ocess, of r:evfur1ng ooelallsn polltlcallyreconomLcally
and ldeo1oglca11y, reuultlng ln the restoratlon of ep-
ltaIlgn while gtl11 proclalmlng to uphold goclallst
pr:lnclpIeo. Accor.rllng to the Chlneoerlnlltlcal powel*
in the Sovlet Unlon lsl no longer ln the hand.s of the
Tsbl,etar:lat but hasl been u*lurlrd by a new pr.Lvlleged
ellte whlch uses ltst powel to srerye lts own lnter.esrt$,
no+, thoge of the worklng clastst. Slnce there rg no xeal
d.tetatorohip of the prrcleta"r'1at, the neans of p:oduc-
tlon may be nonlnaIIy in the handr d{he wor{<lng classr
bpt the new rrrltng class tn pactlce eontrols economic
polret'aB well. Thls nefi el1te has alslo succeeded ln
p:ropagatlng an ldeology designed to consolldate 1ts
por{er-'. TheDefor:e, the Chlnesle jud.ge that the Sovlet
Unlon ln all sllgnlflcant respects---po11tlea11y, econ-
omleally and ldeologlcal1y---has moved so napldly aray
fmn goeiallsm and towa,rcl capltallum that, ln effect,
ther:e has been a r:eotor:atlon of capltallen.

ft becane clear to Mao and. otheru that thle game

Drbees$ nasl d.eveloplng and galnlng a flr.rn foothold. ln
Chlna. The d.epooed exploltlng cla,ooes of the recent

crLtlclsm should be fuIly r:easoned, analytlcal
and convlnctng, and not r:ough, bureaucl.atlc,
netaphyslcel or ctogmatlc. (19)

Tkre Cultur.a1 Revglutlon In Thgorlr

Class strrrggle of thls type and Ln these forme has
been golng on 1n GhLna $lnce the beglnnlngs of the rev-
olutlonary st:nrggle ln the countryslde and, nore erlpe-
cia1ly, slnce the recttfleatlon caurpalgno wlthln the
chlnese Conrmunlgt Party ln the early 40's. Ihe Cu1tulal
Revolutlon tlust be.$een ag the contlnuatlon oftaat game

class otrrrggle. So, wlth thege few baglc Marxlst theo-
r:ies of the nature of clags struggle ln nlnd, re can
now l'etur"'n to the qrestlono rel$ed earller about the
Cultr:ra1 Revolutlon.

First, what klnd of a revolutlon 1s a cultu.al
revolutlon? A profeooor at Peklng Unlvertlty pr:ovlded
par.-b of tre anslwer rhen he galtl that lt wa$ neeeg$arJrrrto
trn n$form the supeusttuctur:e ancl or:ltlplsc bourgeolo
ldeo1ogy." No poltt1cel ol: econotnlc t:evolutlon ean be
gecure wlthout a corre$pondlng revol-utlon ln'the sUler-
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paot wer.'e wlnnlng ground' ln the'clasls stnrggle. Thlrl
wao posslble becaurle thelr: nethods nere riubtle and eo-
ver:t. Slnee for the vat;t najor:5-ty of fie Chlne$e Peo-
p1e *loeIaIlgn hAs rneant an lncaIculab1e lmpr.uvenent ln
it"tr stand_ard. of 1lvlng 3nd a po1ltlcal volce for the
fil.xlt tlne 1n thelr long hlotory, the oplnolng cIa*lses
could. obvlouslly not declar.e open rar on the dlctator-
shlp of the ploletaraat. As one stud-ent put ltr"Ttrey
*arried to d.o thlngr; halmful to the people'B lntet.6$to,

d.esltr.oylng 1t. "They waved the red fIap1 to oppose

the r:ed flag."

"declari-ng wat:. t'

I'lhat warl at stake was not whlch fud'lvtduals, but
rather: whlch class would hold 1nrer.

Chlnese sayr was dtotng Just the oppoolte'

oelves, not of othertl. Errety day ln Chlna qP encoul"-

G" ""h 
other: to Berwe the people, t9 do mote for

oE"f"ty, to bulld' our: countr;y and to tlo nore for the
nhole Li manklnd. llhen froneone ureets with dlfflcul-

tlest we will try our: beslt to help hirn overrome thent
to do better. There 1o a oaylngr "To do norp forthe
peoole 1g haoplneflft. r "

It ls thlo way of filnklng whlch the Chlneoe eaI1
p:o1eta^r:1an ldeo1ogy. And 1t wao only by d.eepenlng
such ba^.rIc ldeag a$ "gerwlng the people" ln the nlndg
and actLorur of hundreds of -rrrfrlj'ons that r:ev1e1onleit
ldeology eould. be effectlvely undernlned. Nothlng
shor:t of a revolutlon watl the strategy selected +h

accompllsh thls gl6antlc ta-'lk. Everyone ln Chlna was
rnoblllzed for: thlg nasslve campalgn of lear:rlrg tmough
16s dl rect el<+erl.eJrce of class gtrr:ggle and changlng
thenselvefl and other.xl accor:11n91y.

Llhat the Chlna-Watcherg Sald

Before proceed.lng lnto how the Chlnese petuelned
that they would eonduct the Cu1tru.a1 Revolutlon, lt
mlght be ugeful to r.seaII the lnterpr.etatlons adrranced.
by nany Hong-fion8-ba^'led. "Chlna-Watchert" of the d.ay.
Slnee other: vlews were not r=adlIy publlshed d.r:r.Ing tre
n1d-and-Iate 50's, thelr lnterprretatlorul took onatre-
mendous aura of credtblllty, gone of whlch renalnrt
wlth ul tod.ay.

Headllnes ln the popular med.la (fg) Ufar:ed out an
incesnant berrege lnoclalnlng "Nlghtrnarre Acrprrg The
Landr, ,?he Red. Guardgr, Today, Chlna; Tornorr.ow, The
Wor:Id.rr *Dance of the Scorplon." lrUuzzllng the Dr-ag-
o[$1" "The E[lge of Ctuoor' "Lurld Taleo tr\Dn CBnton."
"An Act of Batba,rlgnr'r "llote Vlolent Tlnan Inn6tnedrr'
ad lnflnltum.

The occaolonal adnloglon that ,'rrellable eyewlt-
neoge$ are gcatter than drzgonro teeth, and., unaceoun-

ln tne
r=portern to

eonclurlon that "the nero thst fllter:l out d Red Chlna
ls confllctlngr flagnentany and often outrn6eouoly ex-
aggerated." Strangely enough, however, we jwt as
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often lre werre told the opposllte - that "Hongkongrs
Chlna-Watchers....tend to keep thelr concluolong co[-
geuvatlver" and that "they have ser'!.owly :;tartetl rE-
exa.ulnlng whether, ln thelr effor*bo to r:e1nrt {ce slt-
rratlon a,ccuuately, they have not unclerestlmated. the
exteqt of vlolente and blood.shed. ln I''!ao'g Chltta."'
iler:e follow $ome typlea,I exanDlerr of"undel:e$t1matlon."

"For the hapless Chlnese people eaught In l4ao Tsle-
tung'o Gr:eat huletar.{.an Cultuz1 Revolutlon, theue
lraa no olgn of reltef fi:on the po1ltlca1 eontrulslc,txl.
....1' The Cultrrral Revolutlon was, "d,e$tructive rron-
slensrer" which, we t{ere r:elratedly toLc[, wag chan:iaeter-
lzed by "r:nbr:LdIed fu:ry and. frenzyrr' "hy$teraa," "con-
tortlonor" "1nd1$cr:Lmlnate beatlngs." "ghar:pard bloody
ela$he$" wher:eln "r:ea$on dlsolpatecl ltseIf 1n the nad.
mobsl and....therc geened to be no pattern totre srhout.
ed. oIogarut, no r.ythn to the d.ia1ectlcal d.rums r " and ln
whleh "lawIerr$negs and. vlolence f1a.r'e each week fTom
Manchurla In the north to the Vletnamese borrler ln the
gouth. "

"Maor$ mobo," the Bed. Guarrt$, were "the chogen
shock trro1xl of I'lao'o purger" lrnbued wlth "l'iao-th1nk."
These "teen-age, glogan drunk stud.entn (ner:e) tr:r'necl
bose ulnn the land by IIao Tsetung to sDearhead hls
fanatlcal Gr:eat Proleta::lan CulturaL Revolutlon"'
"chantlng the lltany of I'iao Tsetungrs na:rzow load to
Soclallgt galrratlonr' "beatlng drrrrus and gonggand. wav-
Ing thelr: tallsna.nlc IlttIe r:ed books of Mao. !... r

ourglng ln frrnzled. t'hythmthr:ough the street$r" "t:Lm-
nlng rt ot" on "welrt r:ampa6eri r " "bareaklng wlnd.ow.s and
headst. tt

Mao Toetr:ngr"'the Red. BnperurdChlnar" leade:.' of
"a natlon nore har-angued than govertredr" whlch wlth-
out doubt lsr pathologlcally concerned about the state
of lts revolutlon" - for thls nan about whon theret€re
"uneonfhrned. rerrortsl" that he "wast slufferlng flpm trrnat,
eancea'....the Red Guald-led pr:g'e wao the laot gaopd
a clylng d.lctato::." T:-Te to Tlme'*t eonceptlon of ihe
naturre of a dletator, he wa$ cha::acl,e,*tzed. by"lnflexl-
bI1Ity. The pue't-taneln and oelf-hypnoslo that wete
borrr on the Iong fia.rch and. nur-br:r'ed. ln the cave$ of

Yenan have become an otrrteg$lon. ,,When the 'lvlaoigt
rna6icr fal1ed, he and hls fanatlcal l'oI1owe:xl' (be-
cane) allenated not only fuon rlgnif.icant elenents of
the army but fuom olzable numDet,.si of the Chlnese
people, jult as they were i).'on the uerit of +-he r.!or:1i.."

The ned.la even treated ug to slone lnotghtsr lnto
the ehar:acter: of Maorg wlfe, Chlang Chlng, the trvln-
dlctlve Dra€on Lady out fou pernonal r:evenge, and rL

fr.'u".ttrrated star:Iet Seeklng the ]lme]lght.r' who rln the
rampag!-ng heyday of the Red Guar:rls (wasl ) ttretr chief
cheer-leadel:, den mother and Joan of Alc."

The$e atp ju$t sranples of what paosed for: lnfor'-
matlon and analysl$ of the Cultural Revolutlon. L1tt1e
wonder.' that the ner.t mentlon of the Cultural Revolu-
tlon sttLl conjruss up vivld imptesulonsl of hor::or: and
dlsgust. But oerhagl the denon and nongter lnage can
best be exor.elsled by looklng to what the Chlnese say
about the Cu1tural Revolution.

llhat The Chlnese Sald

Fr:orn the Chlnese gtatementg lt becomeg evldent
that a siharp dlstlnctlon rqa$ drawn by Mao and. hls fo1-
lowerxl between those leadlng the revlslonfult forees
and thosle being Ied, or, as the Chlnesie perreelve 1t--
belng nlgled by then, Gr:eat enpha^.llst was put qr dls-
tlng,uishing between fr:iend"s and enernlesl. Polnt J of
the erlxteen-polnt Drbgr:anme of the CuLtur:al Revolutloh
stateslr,

The naln target of the prregent movement lsl
those wlthin the ParLy who a::e In authorlty
ePg --l'r:t
st::lc'blsit cart rthould be taken to d.lstln-
gi.ris;li beteeen the antl-Par.ty, antl-soclal-
islt Rlghtlstg and. those who srunnr:r.'1, the
Par:ty and. goclallsn but have slald. or: d.one
somethlng wrbng..The otr,.I-etlst ear:e sirould
bs taken to tl.lstiqgulslh between the rEac-
tlonary bourgeols scholal' d.espotsl and. 'au-thorLtlesi on the one hand. and people who
have oullnar.y bourgeolsr acadenlc 1d-eas on
the other. (ZO) (enphanls added)
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Thls nakeo c1ea.f, contr:ary to relnrbo at the t1ne,
that the Culttrral Revolutlon rao not launched agalnst
enyone and. evetyone. There wag no randonneooaboutli;
the enenleg were clearly d.eflned. And the leaders of
the eneny for.ces held rrerry hlgh pooltlons ln the Par:ty
ancl ln the governnent - whlch e:rplalno rhy Ma,o lssued
the ea11 to "Bonbard the Head.qua,rtelrt" "Bonbaill,' of
course 1g flguratlve. I{hat Mao wan te111n5 the yrrc1et-
ar:Lat ras that only W oearchlrE; the hlghent l-eveln
would. they flndl the leaderxl of the counter.. trerrolution.
It 1o thls nrg11 g:rup of leaders of the ounter:-r..evo1u-
tlon - those who oplnoe ooclaIlom and. want to :..egtore
capltallsm - that the Chlnege r:efer: to as "clarrg-ene-
nl1e6r. "

Once thege "enenleg' re!.'e formd., d.ld the leaderxl
of the revolutlonar.y carnp urge lntllgcrLmlnate vLolence?

The antl-Par*ty, antl-soclaIlst. Rlghtlsto mrxlt
be fuIIy ex1noed., refuted., overthrownand com-
pletely cllscr:edlted and. thelr tnfluenee eIIn-
lnated. At the sa.me tlne

to tua.n ove-r- a new

Were "mobftr of "teen-agel 91ogan-dnrnk,'
tr:oopo tleolgnated. to nage thlg revolutlon?

The naxrses of the wolkerg, peasantslrsold.lero,
tevolutlona:ry lnteIlectuals and. revolutlonar.y
cadreo form the naln for.ce ln the great cult-
ural r'evolutlon. (ZZ1

ller:e they to apply "[ao-thlnk"?

In the G::eat Ltpletar:Lan Cu1tural Revolutlon
the orfly nethod l-s for: the nasges to Ilber.ate
thenselveg and any nethod of dolng thlngs ln
thelr stead nwt not be used. llust the

pect theh' 1n1-
latlve....L€t the naslges! educate themslelveg in
thio great revolutlonarry novenent and lear:n
to dlstlngulslh between ri.ght and nrongand be-
tween cot::eet and. lneor:rect wayo of d,o1ng
thlngs. Make the fullest ule of big-char.ract-
er 1nr:tert and. great debateg to an,gue matterxi

shoek
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out, sro that the na$$e$ can elarlfy the eor:-
rect vlewg, crltlclrle the unong vlew$.,..(23)
(emphanls added)

Wer.e thette blg-eharagter: oostero*and. debates ri.nily
a clever: rru^.le desilgned to glve the aplrarance of derno-
cretie par:blclmtlon whlIe Ln r:eaIlty oervlng the pu:-
pose of for:clng b1lnd confor..ln!.ty - a$ the nedla herp
ind.lcated?

It Is nor:uaI fo:: the na$se$ to hold dlfferent
vlews. Contentlon between dtfferent vLews ful
unavold.able, neceooary and beneflclaI.
the courxre of nounal and full d.ebate,

fn
the

ma$$es n111 aff[m what 1o rLghtrco:r:rect what
Is wrong and gradually reaeh ureanlnlty.

1o b peoentt

pI!-
e soaetlnes the truth 1g rlth

the nlnor'5-ty, EVen If the nlnority ls wrbng
they should. stl1I be allowed to argue thelr
cane and r:eoerl e thelr vlews.

In the cour$e of debater evelTr revolutlona:ry
should be good at thlnklng thlngo out$r: hln-
oelf andL shoultl d.evelop the conununlst slplr'Lt
of darLng to thlnk, dar:Lng to opeak, and dar:-
lng to aet. (z&) (emptranlu ad<ted)'

**lF*itt****Jt*f **{.lFl6*lit6*

*A blg-cha^racter 1nstef, ls a olgn or esoay that anyone
can wrlte ard hang up ln prbllc placeO, un:a1ly on
rraIls on the streetg. ft prnvldes a ehanne. for the
exptoolon of oplnlon and was wldely wd dur..l-ng the
Cultural Revolutton.
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to be uned. 1n debete

o
vlews

When ther.e 1o a d.ebate. lt ghou1d be cond.uct-



On the very sanq d'av that Tlne wao tG1llng lto
reader:l that 'T{ao ls attemptlng... 't-frrough the Great

Unltv As An Objectlve

ed. to rely on themgelverlr utie thelr lnltiatlve,
th:.'ough fuft aeUte gr:adua1Ly rreach agr:eement
thensJlves on the questlons of ba^glc lnlnrtancel "on
th y have the game gener:aI or:Lenta-
tl contEde$ shou]-d, fou the clake of
llt arrold. endles$ d.ebate over: slid'e

lsl

e*rtrt.

ft $ slfunply a matter: of otrateg:y' No ar'rny could
be successfin ifl each solclle,- on the battlefleld nade
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and.
among

a d.eclslon by hlmoelf ag to who s6^a the eneny, how to
beot wa4;e the battle, and then went hlc orn way wlth
hls own tactleal pIan. In the $ane sense' say the
Chinese Leadern the on-golng claso otrrrggle in Chlna -
of whlch the Cultur:al Revolutlon Is juot a hlgh polnt-
r.equlr:eo that the nassres of the people, *re proletanLat
and. the lncreaolngly proletarlanlzed peaoantly be able
to ldentlfy the or€rr3r1 recognlze h1s plane of attack,
and act as a unlt agalnst hlm. fhere atE two dlffer.-
ences In thlg analogy between n8,x a6t we generially d.e-
flne lt and the clarlo struggle ao waged 1n Chlnad::.'1ng
the Cultu::a1 Revolutlon. F[ut, the battleg ln the
Cultru.:a1 Bevolutlon d.ld not alm at the phystcal elenrl-
natlon of the enemy. Second, whlle there were people
rho rsse to leaderrhlp poottlons at all Ieveln and ln
all ar:enas of the stnrggle, thelr leader:ohlp d1d. not
eonsllst of looulng orrlerxl for under'Ilngs to obey rE-
garrlleeo of the extent of underttandlng or: agreenent.
Unlty vrag to be reached thrrcugh dlttcus$lon,

Genulne unlty 1o geen asl achterrable only thruugh
genulne agt'eenent. And unlty 1$ sleen a$ essentlal in
Chlna for the gucceggful consollda,tlon of the dlcta-
torshlp of the prrleta.r:1at. Regardlartg of tre ,rbattle-
fleId" - whether: a school, a factory, a cotnmunera ho$-
p1tal - ln Chlna one fr"equently see$ slgns whlch De-
mlnct the people to "unlte to wln stl11 greater vlcto-
oriert.." The "vLctot'Les" atr'e meaguled. by galno ln
developlng soclaIlst Ideo1ory and. eoclallst lnactlce.

The followlng ?agsage fmn the Centr:a1
Connlttee's $lxteen-polnt pr.Dgxamme p.ov1d.eo ourrunatory
affrwelrs to rhy the Cu1tura1 Bevolutlon ras d.eemed ne-
ee$sarlr, what tt ras deslgned to acconplloh, and who
were the targeto.

Althorrgh the bor:r'geolgle hae been ovex-
thmrm, It ls otlII trYlng to uoe the
oLcl Ideas, culiurt, cwtons ard hablttl
of the expl.oltlng clasoea to eorzuptfie
nasueo, captut'e thelr nlntls and' end'eav-
or: to otage a come-baek. The Fo1et-
arlate rnuot do the e:cact oplnoltel lt
nust meet head-on €v€ry challer€e d the



bourgeolsle ln the ldeo1oglca1 fle}l and
uge the neu ldea^s, cultut'e, crxttornsl ancl
hablts of the pmletaul-at to eha.nge the
menial outLook of the whole d uocletylat
ple$ent, our objective isl to sttuggle a-
galnstt and over:Uhrtw thorie peuton{r ln
author:Ity who are taklng the capltallot
xoad, to cri-tlclsle and repud.late the re-
actionary bour:geolo academlc rauthorl-
tles! I and the ldeology of the bu::geolole
and all other exploitlng clas;oesr and to
tr:angfor:n educatlon, llteratru:e and ar:t
antl all other: parto of the tluoer.$truc-,
tru:e not ln cot::eslpondence with the soc-
Ia1lslt eeonomle baste, so ag t,o facil-1-
tate the consloLldatlon and. d.evelopnent
of the ooclall$t tlysten. QA)

Tte Cultu::a1 Revolutlon 1n hactlce

It may be acknonledeed that ther;e wet.'e the gulde-
lInes, but the fru.'ther questlon ar.'lseo - how was the
Culttual Revolution conducted. 1n pr:a,ctlce? All indlca-
tlonsr I received wer:e that the 6pldellnes dld 1n fact
constltute the char.aeterl-stlc featutrs of the Cultural
Revolutlon. In reslnnsle to questlons about the extent
of vlo1ence, a young factor.y nor*er frun Shanqhal who
Is pleoently otud.ylng Engllsh 1n Canada and. who actl-
vely 1ne'Ulclpated In the Cu1tural Revolutlon a$ a Ped
Guar.d gtregsed that "It flart a revo]-rrtlon by nouth not
by fol'ce; by worrls, not by gurur. The Cultur:a1 Revolu-
tlon waxl a very blg novenent thruughout tre eountry ln
whleh mlIlions: of people took pan-b. l.le went to dlf=
fer.ent Ter*s of the countrif, to nany cltleg and com-
nunes. Thmugh these vlgltg we lean:ned much about the
countty and the people. I,tre dlgcusoed all hlncls of
.nr:oblemo and. rarte bi-g-character lnoter$. trie d,ebated
wlth each other. You know, there are dlfferent op-
lnlons among people on ever.lrthlng. I thlnk evelVthlng
halt two <lldes; rlo lf you want to solve a 1rr'oblenr J'ou
muot have a dllscwslon; there nust be a debate; thls
Is unavoldabIe.

"Chalrman Mao once sald to the Red Gua,rilsr You
mugt be eoncerned. about the conntrry'g affalre; youuret
flght $elflshnessrad. crltlclse revlslonlsn,r Ttrlo
1g rhat lnuplred ut, and thls ls xhet re dld. ln the
Cultural Revolutlon. f never tsw any v{.olbnce, but f
dld hear: that there lrao sorne, Most people trled. to
heed. Chalrman Mao's worln. There rer:e a fer people,
however who graoped the dhance to do bad thtngs. They
xexe opposed. to soclallgn, They were the clasg eremleg
of the people. Because all the cowrtrlr took pet ln
the movenent and evelyone lraa vety Qusy, they thought
thet would. be a good tlme to canue trouble, But thelr
tr:Lckg were urually d.loeovered by the people tefor:c bng
and they were Eevented fron d.olng nuch d.a,nage.,'

fn order for: Westel.nern to cor::ect d.lstorUed. im-
ageo of Chlna lnherlted fnon the paett (and to a lesser
extent stl11 belng petoetuatea) ft must be r:elter.rated
that by "ueventlng claso enemles flom dolng danage, tre
Chlnesle do not nean dolng vlolenee to them. In fact,
as the Shanghal wor"ker lndlcated, crttlclgu of revlo-
lonlon, d.Iecu8glon, d.ebatc - these were the weapono ln
the a$enal of the r.evolutlonarif canp. fn dlocrrlslng
thls queotlon, the Chlnege conslsltently aftsrelt that
thoee who foI1owed. Mao'sr'Ilne carrled out the ologan
"U$e per8ua{lon, not nd-olencert, and that whatever vl-
olence thene r8B r&o lngtlgated bf the advocates of
revlsllonl,nrn. firey nevea claln,, howevel., ttrat everyone
who paltlelpated ln flolence was r:evlsronl$t. fhle
vleF malntalnsl that sone good. r.evolutlonarles rere,
for a.tIne, <Iuperd by the r.eld-ril'onffig lnto comnltt-
lng vlolence agalnst fellow r:evolutlonarleg, but that
they eventually naw thelr: nlstake and unlted wlth the
revolutlonany forreeo .

Regtr:alnt 1n the use of vlolence agalnot the top
leaderg of the r:ev1slon1st forcerr appear.s to have been
qulte rena::kabIe. Succeosful bonbardrnent of the head-
quar:tern uncovered LIu Shao-cht who, up to then, $ras
hssltlent of the Republtc. fn Chlna he ll $een a^q the
nain leader: of the antl-soclaIlst for:cesl, the chlef
advoeate of r:evlctlonlon.* nl{hen the magges conftonted
hln wlth hlg erlneo agalnut the peopler" $ald a lror*gr

Je)e J(J(16 Jt)ti(r(tt)t** t(l(r(t(.ntt.16tttt *re***t(* **** $ee next pa6e fo:: thlo note
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fron Canton, 'rfie refirged to recognlze hlS rnlstakeg antL

wotrld. not change." Hltl count€IrevolutlonarJr a,ctlvltles
fieDe tra,ced back to the ]'720'st and' hls punlshment was

aArped upon. tn 1969 1t was declded 'to d'18n1ss Llu
Strao-ch1 frorn all Pogts both lnslde and outslde the
Paruy ard to expel hln from the Party once and forall"'
(29) Erren he, who Is con$ldea'e4 the archeneny of the
revolutlon, 1$ allowed to 1Ive out hlg yearg but ts
ber.aed frrom any enga8elrent ln polltlcs.

In other lns+euceo thefe lrao even lnoxe )'enleney.
plrg denonstriBted- the suceesls of
that I'antl-soclallrtt Rlghtlrrtst. .
e to turn over a ner Ieaf." The
rker frPn Shanghal related that

"Teng Hslao-plng, who rras the Gener:al Secr:etary of the
P.aftyro Central Connlttee, was the close rrrnnlng-d.og of
Llu Shao-chl. In Ch1na we ca11ed hlm the nurnber two
capltallot-1pad61.** Thrpqsh nass crltlclom he r€qog-
nlzed. mtstakeg, wanted to r:eform, to beeone a good rnan.
He dltclnrt betray the r:evolutlon! He dl.tln't surt'enoer

J+{-*-.t++.r(tHr.ti.*.t+t+ittg{J+rut**ra**+alt)FtttF*}e.**tFrerFJf .r(re

x ftum pr:eeed,lng page
Iater developnents ln the Cultural Revolutlon have 1ed
to the unnasklng of L1n Plao a.s another exanple
revlslonlst lcleolog]f. Often aplnae{.ng"nore left than.
anyoneelse,"thls mone neeta::lan form of 1d.eoIoglzing
ls conmonly found ln all gr:eat plltlcal- movernents. The
Chl.nese corullcler that those rho openly retarrl the i-ev-
olutlonary proceog and. those who appean to be opeedlng
It up wtth nultrarevoluttonary phrzoemonger{.ng,,ean both
be seen as r€Irrestentatlveo of revLelonlst i-d.eoIog1p. One
or the other prregents ltoeIf ag moxe or legs clangerour;
at d.lfferent peul-odel ln the revolutlonary lrrbcesrs.

** Capltallst-rcader refers to a per.Bon taklng the cap-
lta1lst r:oad r:ather than the soclallslt ruad.
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to the eneny 1n the old- days. He tlld nany thlngo
fle1al to the 1nople clur'l-ng the Antl-Japanese War
the Peoplers Llberatlon. But afteu Llberatlon, a$
result of not studytng Marxlsrn-Len1nfulm serLou$ly,
dId. not under:gtanrd the cla$r, atnrggle and dldn't rree
thr.'oueh the uerdstlonlst llne. So he folIowed. Llu Shao-
chl clooeIy. But we must jud.ge 1nopIe by thelr rhole
htstorry to cllstlngulsh between frlendg and enenles.
What we slay ls that although Teng Hslao-plng eommltted
nany cr:lmes, he has reeognlzed hlg nalstakes and he lrr
not an enemy. He 1s:t111 Vlce h:enler of the State
Councll and a nember: of the Central Connlttee of the
Par:ty. "

Slnce many oboerver:l clate the sta,rt of fie Cultu:ral
Revolutl-on wlth the appearence of the flrtt blg-eha:ac-
ter poster: at Peklng Unlvernlty ln May 1955 and
glnce nuch of the actlrdty d.urtng the Cultur:a1 Revolu-
tlon emanated frun ed.ucatlonal lnsttltutiong, the fu1l
lnterwlew on the oub.Ject nlth the prtfessror.' quoted ear-
IIer - a grnfeslsror at Peklng Unlverslty glnce tire star:b
of the Cu1tural Revolutlon - nlght ghed mor.'e Ught
the couuse thlg Revolutlon took.

"llhat happened. at Pelclng Unlvertlty cLuli.ng the CuJ.-
turral Revolutlon?"

"Becau$e of the advocacy of the Llu Shao-chl narrls-
lonlst llne, class stnrggle at the Unlverulty wa(r
very strong. I,Ie staw that we woujld have to tr:ansfor:n tre
ouperxlttucture and. cr{-tlclse bourgeols ldeology. Fol-
lowlng the call of the Parby, our' gchool had ble-
chaeaeter lnete:xi. They were ptrbllshed- ln newspaperg
ancl bruadcast on rudlo. Near.'Iy all the teacherxl and.
stud.entsr were actlve ln extrnslng the revlslonist 1lne.
The o1d adnlnlsltratlon ancL Pa:.ty Commlttee (of the Unl-

bene.
arxl

a
he

of

veralty) eouLdn't play the sane roIe, In ltsl place
oet up a new organlzatLon, a Cu1tural Revolutlon
nlttee elected. by the nasgeg.*

"ThlB Commlttee lnclud.ed sltud.entsr, teaehettr and
workerrs at the Unlverttty. In the ear:Iy stageo d thltt
comnl_ttee lt led the revolutlonary maoneo;lt organlzed

J( J(.t+.tct(*t(.i(Je***-r(ltt+.tt*it*.n.**tt**l(J(t(***.r(rtrtJ(
* Bee note on next page.
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Red. Gua .d.*; to 8o everywher:e thr:oughout {ne countrry;
becau$e thosie 1n power slt11I had capltallslt ldeas '
could. not, as! Chalrman I'1ao llay$r'dlvlde themgerveti

two'. So they couldn't atsolb the cr:itlclsn of
rnafrfre6l.

*,F*-r*te*,+)t.*tc*te***.xJFr******te**.,tjtJ+**-)eti+t(+t(*)t
*Ibon pr=vloug page
The tevm "mag$e8" ln Chlna ean tefeu to the people of a

p"i'ti""r"r: unlt, ln thls cese' Peklng U:.1e1:1lL o" 1li"n ,=t"r: to all the'ordlnanry ?eop1e' The latter
gonetlnesexplessredbythetelTtr|br:oadmas,gest..'

** The Kuomlntang wan the Natlonallst PaIty, *t1ch suc-
ceeded 1n over-bhrinfng the last Dynasty of Chlna and

establlshlng a republie ln 1911. It wae 1ed' by Dr Sun

Yat-gen.TheChlneBesttllconglderhlnagapl.ogx.e$-
clive nattonallst. Under h1g leaderxlhlp the l(uonlntang
formed. an alllance wlth the Connuntsrt P.ar.*by in 1923rbut
he clled soon after and the leademh!-? of the ?pr-ty Hent

io ctf"ng Kal-shek. Under Chlang, the Kuomlntang

changed. itu p*gr"ostve chauacter and becarne the cLeacly

"n"tI of the Coirnunlst Pa,r'Uy. After two clvI1 Hal't!

between thern whlch wer:e lnter:rrpted fl'on ]-939 +'o l9l+5

wfren ttrey formed a shafty alllance agalnot the Jalpnese

inrraaert, the Cornnuntgts ftnally clefeated' the Kuotnln-

tli"e i;i9t*9 antl eetebl1g..ed The People'u Reg.rb1lc of
chi;. Ttre Kr:onlntang fl.d to the chlnese lslan6 d ral-

"an 
ana procrarrned rI tne seat of goverrunent for wha.t

lh;-;aii tte Rcpubllc of chtna. For a long whl1e'
botf, reglmeg clalnred to be the oole legltlmate govelx-

rnent oi all of Chtna, tnrt nort recently thlo sltuatlon
hao dr:auratlcally char8ed ln favon of thc governnent of
the Peoplef o Reptrbllc ln Pekl'ng.

u

but
they
lnto
the

lsr

"How did the folceg l1ne up?" f arlked. "A1mo$t aIl
of the stud.entsl we!:e lnvolvecl anct they were eqrlally d.1-
vlded. Sone faculty.jolned, sone naclllated betueen
whlch factlon r.lasr nor.e popula^r at any paetlcular.. tlne.

"Dld they engage in vlolence?" "The stmggle wau
very eonpllcated. The young s;tud.entg had revolutlonary
enthugiasm but Laekecl the experience of clags str.uggle.
So they wea'e easrlly deeetwed by bad elenenLg whlche[fu..-
rred up digsientl.on. Eaih faction always thought of lhen-
slelve$ as completely llght and the othert a^s completely
wlbng. They attacked. each other and. caIIed. each other
nane$. At ffuslt the attacks wer.e only olaI. Late:: they
beeame rhysl-caI. The yeason for the fightlng.was that
the bad elements conld-nced the str.lilents that that ta^.r
the only way lo be a trrre t.evolutionary. They said,
'Get rready to fight becau..te they will fight you, , "

"Hoq lrlder;p::earl was the flghting?" "Those nho
particlpated 1n the fig.ht1n6 wer.e ver.y few ln nunber.
I,"lo..;t C lsagr:eed. rrittr thlri rnethod. and ur:gec for: dlrleusltl-
lon. Out of a,pp:.txl-mately 101000 s:tudents, 2000 teaeh-
e:.:l and steve:.al- thorxrand wo:*er*, only one to two hun-
d.r:ed. took 1rar:U 1n any flg,htlng - abut one per.tent. "

"j{I;lt },a!t lt r:esiolved?" "Aftel: Chalrrnan I';8,o

lusued the calL for the wor'klnq clasq to give leader.,
'ohlp to everythlng, the wor:ker:s:r teaffi entered +"ire Un1-
ver:olty. They d1d nuch to srolrre thege ou'esttrnri.
Th.uugh patlent dlscurisiori r.r.:.i per.'sruasi!-on they riail-e 1t
c1ear. that the two factions l-.ed the siane o::lentatlon.
Both of then wer.e .basrleally revolutlonary, and both of
then uere mal<lng the gane el:prtr. Theefoue, they mult
each cr:lticlse thenselves fL[!t. Und.er: the influence
of the wor:ker:sr, the gtudento dld. srel-f-c::iticlsmi and rp-
tu:.ned to elassi. They 'nade r.evolutlon ln thei.r"- claseieg

-T*ttiFit.i(-y.-v,;-)r+-.1 i,.-tHt.tijufit)e**i+*L*x+*tFitt(*-r**J()Fi(t(**Je*)r_s
l(

"lu,aklng revolution ln the e1asisl..oom.' was! a wld.e-gpr.,ead
phenonenon at thlsr oolnt in tre Cultur:al Revolutlon ag
lt lsl stlll today 1n Chlna. ft ueferxl to cr.j-tlclg-
1ng and levolutlonlzlng the methodil and objectlrres of
the ed.ucatlonal system.
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Very good f::lentLsl who had been tr:eatlng each other: a$

"n"irfE 
l now star:tedl to r:ecognlze the11.' own nlstakes and

they becane fr.'l-endsl agaln. "
"llao there vtolence agalnot the wo:.kerxl ag at

Tulnghua Unlver--iltye1, * "Moot welcomed the wot:ker$. A
hand.ful of bad eLenentsr ,-eslsted. but there was rc flrlng
here. No one wasl get:lously lnjw=d. or: klI1ed" You r;ee,
the workergr team went to Tsllnghua llrrlver.r-rlty fi:.xlt.
So the stud.ents had learned frnm thel:: e:rirellenee.

"Aftet the unlty of srtudentsl here, we eouId. pt:e-
tran:e for r:evolutlonLzTng ed,ucatlon. Therefore, wlthout
the leadershtp of the workets, we wouldnrt have been
abLe to trancform otu: educaft6n.rr '$r

Je**r(*{-Jt**tal(*rHtre**.t( t(t(* )p*lt ;+JerG J+ J( J6LJHe,e*nJ(+( t6
+eTolnghua, located In Peklng, 1$ a renowned r:nlverotty
of oolence and. erglneerS.ng. Essrentlally the satne ev-
ents took place as at Peklng Unlverrlty, but thefl_ght-
lng therc ila$ ver.y lntenge for three nonth$. A sna11
nunhx of stud.entg as well ao ror*ettl firm anong the
worAert I teanns whlch enter.ed the canErc to otop the
ftghtlng wef,e actually kl1Ied..
** llhlle the ,iirl-tuz'aI Revolutlon made a tremendou.q lm-
paet on the edueational $yslten, lt was by no neanr! @n-
flnecl to the sehools. I,lor:ker:s In factorlesandTeasantsl
on conmunes par*blclpated. actlvely ln cr:iticlolng rE-
vlsrlonlsln, Ast wlth the stud-ent$, the cr:ltlelsn, dlc-
cuftstlon and.. pertluasion dl:l not constitute a va€ilre ox
atxltra.ct exerllse ln pure theor.retl-eal corulld.er.atlonsl.
but wer= r.ather: d.1rect1y r:elated to the clreurnstances
peopl-e found- thenselve$ In. I'iany factorle(r, for.' justt
one example, had lnsttltuted. a bonw uysltem; rror.ke:xt In
guch factori-eo d.ebated long hou:n about ltsl lnplica-
tlons; and congequences. l,lould- bonusesl d.eeten pr..olet-
aa"l-an con$ciouonessl (wasl guch an ala:angement revoluti-
onarry?) or nould they br-eed competltion, pr:ivllege and
d.lvisi1'renerls, anong the wor:kert (uas 1t r:evlsrionlst?).
fn thlo pan'tlculau ca^ge, the ver:Ilct that flnal-Iy em-
elged. was that a bontxl $yrrten wasl :-'evlsllonfuit, and
therefor:e it wa,g d-igcontinued. Thlsi anct nanv othersueh
d-eclglonsl that were event'.n11y reached are being i-m-
plenented In practlce, Thus, the l1ves of people in al-L
slpher:eo of actlvlty have been pr:ofound.ly affected as a
regult of the Cultu:.ra1 Revolution.

Thmueh Cu,ltural Revolullom Class Str:ugg1e Con!-nues

Many people outglcle of Chlna tend to ldentlfy the
Cultr:ra1 Revolutlon nlth fhe L)66-1959 perloct. But
the Graat h'o1eta::Ian Cu1tur.a1 Bevolutlon of the mld-
5O's wa^.r a r:tage. a slpectacula.r' otage, a ldeologlcally
helghtenlne stage in Chlna'B pL'oce$$ of cr:eatlng a
oeop.l:e'$ $oclety, ThkJ $as a otage that hag profound,
end.urJ-ng and crreative effects on the lLves of the peo-
ple of China. The Cultural Revolutlon wagt bao1cally
a part of a contlnulng prbce$rr in whleh there w111 be
nore stage$, moDe cuftural-r:evolutlon $tagesI.*

The Chlnesre have a gofound. sen$e of pr.oceosl; t:ey
know the Great lrr.tletar:Ian Culrurzl Revolutlon dld not
na.r:k the end of the clislrl gttuggle; they know eIasil
strrrggle hasr long exlsted thruughout the wox1d and. wl1l-
not end untll ther.re 1s a rorlcl-rld.e end to cl.a$stes.

The Chlnesle cautlon that the Cultural Revolutlon
must not be mlsta.ken a$ even c1ose1_y appr:oachlng the
flnal battle ln the elass struggle. itlthout ln any
Bense w hatsoever: beIlttllng the r;i.gnj.fieance of the
Cultu:a1 Revolutlon they gee it nerely one of nany
hlgh pintri in the ongolng elassl ritr.rr[gIe,

The islslue of who w111 win ln the uevolutlon
can only be slettled over: a long hlstorj_caI
Det..lod, and. 1f thlngsl ar.e not proper:Iy
handled, it ls; posslble for a capltaLlr;t r..e-
gtoration to take place at any tlme......The
gtruggle between the two cla^lsles, the pJ.b1e-
tarAat and the bourgeolele, and. betweeni ihe
two rpadsl, the ooelallslt and the eapi-talislt,
1111 be 1ong, complex and acute thrnp6;hout
the per:Lod of soclallsh. ?!-rfui otnrggLe lri
focu$ed on the questlon of po1ltlca1 poi.,er
After: the pruletar.'lat ha^.1 sei-zed" p1lt1car-
power, It lsl stl11 possllble for.' it to l-osle
lt. (:o)

.!(tf*9e+r*-r6JFr+x+fi6r(*+erFx.xJ(t6+r(tt++Ht*rt)ai(.tFt(J()6)ti(rFJ(Je+(**

* fndeed, the cur::ent ldeologlcal canpalgn agatn*;t
the lnfluence of Lin Plao'r', ldeolory anct the intenge-
lfleatlon of the analyr;Is of Confuclan thought 1g a
m,r-t of the ongoing eultural r:evolutl-on.
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the
fn the olrtng of lc$9 Chahnan Mao lbetungranrlnded

paopJ-e of Chlnar

I{e have ron a gr.'eat vlctot.y. But the de-
featedt class 1111 stll1 ttr.uggle. Thege
peopl-e ar:e stlIl arouncl and thls elarlo
ntllI exlerto. fiierefor:e r w€ ca,nnot
opeak of flnal vlctoly.
decades. We nugt not lose our. ri-gllance.
.... The flnal victory of a $ocIaIlst co-
untrry not only r:equlrreo the effor:tg of
the pmleta"rlat and. the bruad rrarifte$ of
the people at home, but altlo lnvolves tre
vlctor;y of the world l'evolution anii tne
abo11tIon of the syotem of exploltation
of nan by rnan over' the whole globe, upotr
flhtc-h 1I1 manklnil nlTI be enanclDated.
Th.errcfore, ft tir wrong to speak IIghtIv
of the rlnal vlctory of the revolutlon
ln oul cor:ntr-rri lt doerl not conform to
facts. (3r)

Conslsltent wlth the analyslo of Lenlnr+-hs Chlneoe
hold that ln the a6e of lmoerlallsm It 19 tmpssllble to
aehteve clasl$leslsneslg ln one $oclety. Imperlallsm has
glven r:l.se to a caIlff,dFlst dfan, ttrat opeuates on all
frontiern, and. thls class wll1 contlnue ltti effoltsl to
make and nalntaln lnrpadg lnto all countr:les a*l long as
Jt exlgtn a$ a elagg. Thtu no revolutlon Is siecure
untl1 all- exploltlng e1a^.lse6! everlnuher:e have been elim-
lnated.

Thlsr analy$lr, has 1ed nany nutsld.e:xt to claln that
Chlna lsl exlanslonlst and "exDol'tr; r:evolutlon". The
Chlnese, to the contlary, clal-m that r:eal r:evolutlonen
only be nade by the peoole concel.'ned., that no one else
':an do lt fol them, e vlsltor to Chlna who sllnke to a
number of otflciakl on thful polnt relnrto thelr: posti-==

tlont "We alwayg have beIleved....that ::evolution ean--
not be expor.'ted. The people of each countrry nust r:eIy
on thefr ot{n cor:rect IIne tn wlnnlng. only by creatlng
thelr own revolutlon, depend.lng pr:lmar:l1y on
gelves, can a peopl-e tr:u1y galn freedorn." (32)

Not even for:

The Chlnege Governnent leo netlculourtlv applled ttsl
flve p::lnc1nJes of coexfultence wtth other: counir-'ierl
slnee they wer:e flxlt put for-th Ln L955t nutual reolnct
for:. each other:'s ter:atorlal 1nte6r:t-ty and $oveL'-
elgnty, nutual non-aggfes$Ion, nutrral:on-i-nterfel'ence
in each other"o lnternal affairt, equallty and mutual
benefit, and peaceful eoerlotence.

The Chlnesre $ee that thelr maior contrltnrtlons to
levolutlonar:Jr movementg a.r'e, firxlt as an example, not
to be copled ln detatl but to stert/e aa an eocoulagenen!
to otherxr of what can be accomplluhed rlttrlnadletdtor-
slhlp of the pr:oletar:lat; Seeond, as lerdlng noral eup-
por:b to r:evolutlolraqf novenentst and thltrt, ag glvtng
nater:laI alcl a^'l In Vietnam.

Tnter:na11y, the long-range vlew of clarts otlrrggle
looksr ahead to norre cultur:aI revolutlong on the horLz-
Oho

The greoent gr-et eultira1 rtvolutlon ls
only the flrxtl there w111 lnelrltably
be nany mors ln the futrrrlc.. '.No one ln
the Party or among the people should
thlnk that everythlng w111 be all rlgnt
after one or: two ga'e8t cultural rrevolu-
tlons, or thr€e oi' foua', (T)

then-
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A ST'ilUARIZ,ATTON

Ilao and hls followeus recognlzed that o1d ldeas
do not dle easI1y. They declded to launch the CuI-
tural Revolutlon when they eaw the growlng tnfluenee
of rpvlslonlst 1deo1ogy. If the ldeology of the
people were to contlnue to develop along trie ruad tte
eeononle control by the puletarlat over the rneanrl d
productlon and theieforp thelr: onn 1nIlt1eaI pouer,
thelr dlctatorxhlp, would 1lkeIy be under:nlned and
eventually defeated. Ttre r:evlglonlst forcell we!:e

waglng a vlgomw class r:tnrggle, and lf the prtle-
tarlat fa11ed to recognlze thls and falIed to flght
baek wlth equal vlgot', the Chlneoe people uould have
faeed the defeat of $oclallsm.

The sltuatlon ra.s thought by the revolutlonary
leaders to be of sexlou$ enor:gh prrlnrtlone to w?rr-
r.'rant a fu1I-gcaIe noblllzatlon of the popnlatlontthe
pople had to see and gr.apple nlth rprrLslonlgt, that
io bourgeols, ldeology flrtt hand lf they were to
underxtand lt, and to thoroughly erltlctze and repu-
dlate lt. Only by such rneano could they helghten
thelr consctourtnerrg and. deepen lnuletarl'an ideology.

None of theee obJectlves nou1d, have been
achleveC lf tlao had deflned thln f,roblen a$ eapable
of goLutlon ner:eIy through "1nner-Par:by $ttuggle,"
The pr:oblem lrart eg:eatt the path chosen fou solvlng
tt had to be qa'ta1 to the problem. That 1s uhy llao
and hltt follotseltt ar::lved at no legs a str.ategy than
r:evolutlon, r'evolutlon lnrrolvlng the whole people.

Revlslonlsm enanated fi:om and' xa$ dlrectetL by
thoge holdln6 hlgh pooltlonrl ln the Government and
Par:ty .,:ho werE therefor:e in posltlong to wle1d eon-
rrtderabl.e lnfluence. The Cultul:af Revol-ution slnl-
lar'1y erpnated, fi:on and was dlr:ectecl' by qthers r the
r:evolutlonarry for:eesl, tn equally as lnpor:bant porll-
tlon$;

In launching thlo tevolutlon lrlao gau the poten-
tlal danger: of the maooeo dloolpatln6 thelr cnergy
solcly on the cr:!.tIclsrn and regdlatlon of offlelals
and leadexl In leoser: oosltlono. Becarxte revlolon-
lot leaders exloted at aII lCvels, thlu ya$ oeen ao
e necesnary ert of the prbceoo, but W ltself not
sufftclent. Ttre leaders of the corurtcrnevolutlon
had to be rucognlzed for what they rer.e anil 1toted
out. Thls ls rhy Mao dlrected the nra^soes to bonbrt
the hcadqulScrBr

The ouccegsful d.efeat of the leadlng advocateo
of revlslonlttn narftsl the success of the Cultu::a1
Revolutlon. Thr.rugh thlsl uuccess. the eerller suc-
c€sges ln the transfor.matlon d rclltlcal atd econonlc
strrrctw.eg have been nade tqore gecul?, though by no
neans safe for all tfune aa the Ch1ne$e
thernnelveri r:ecognlze. Revolutlong had already been
won ln these ophereu. The d,anger nag not therre r Eo
nuch asl lt was In the d,eveloplng ldeas of narlbw
self-lnteregt at the expenge of the clasg ou collec-
tlve lntere$ts of the gneat ruq.JorLf,y. Unchallenged
however, such ldearl would have eventually undone
econornlc and poIltlcal galns, becanxte lrople xouId
have lncreaolngly put the rsvlslonlot ldeas of "seIf
flrrrt" lnto graptlce.

So torr prlorlty ln thle phase of the class
otr:uggIe wa"s not to ehange polltlcal or econonlc
strrretureg as guch, but rather those lnetltutlone
that nosi, con+fetely, dllrsctly and. lmnedlately onape
toeaa - educ-aL:lon" llterrature. al:t, t"he pogil.ar
nedla. etc . tlaklng the. ouperr:trlcture the focal
polnt of lntenae class sitruggle - ln other roulo;
havlng a cultural revolutlon - r€EEsentg an en-
tlre1y new derrelolment 1n the theoty ancl pr:actlce of
socla1lst renolutlon.

Thlo hlstor{.caIIy unprecedented ad perhals flrst
of nany such revolutlons In ChlnE 1g called The Great
Proletar:!.an Cultu::a1 Revolutlon. It 1o consldered.
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from a Poem bY

Mao Tse-tung
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So many deeds cry out to be

And always urgently;
Tbe w orld ro lls on ,

Tim e presses.

Ten thousand years are too long,

Seize the day, seize tbe bour!

The F our Seas are rising,
clouds and waters raging,

Tbe Fioe C ontinents are rocking,
wind and tbunder roaring.

Away uitb all Pests!
Our force is irresistible.
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