SOME FAR EAST REPORTER ISSUES

The Making of the New Human Being in the People's $.75
Republic of China - 3 Articles by Dr K T Fann

Chinesse Traditional Medicine By Rewi Alley + 50

Building A Socialist Educational System in Chinag .75

The Cultural Revolution in Education: by Rewi

Alley, and Observation of An AmericangAnnie Stein
The Pagt in China's Present By Joseph Keedham .60
Dr Norman Bethune - What This Canadian Comrade 1,50

Means to the Chinese People
Stuart Dowty and Maud Rusigell

By Janet Goldwasser,

Insights on China (with photographs) - A 1972 «75
Visgit to China by Maud Russell

Chinese Factories Are Exciting Places A0
By Stuart Dowty and Janet Goldwasgser

Acuruncturer It Vorks! - Hiastorical Background, 2,00
Theoxy, Techniques, Actual Cases of Use
Comopiled by Maud Russell

The "Why?" of Mr Nixon's Trip to China . 50
By Maud Rusaaell

Hand and Brain in China by Joseph Needham, .50
Joan Robinsion, Tim Raper, Edgar Snow

Ping Pong Serves First Hand Returns (Reaction o500
in the Americar Press) by Maud Rusisell

The People's Republic of China: On Becoming « 50
Twenty One - World Socialist Power
By Maud Rusisell

China's Centuries of Contributions to Woxrld W40
Science & Tachnology from Joseph Needham

Chinesse Womeng Liberated by Maud Russell +50

The Struggle Betweéen Two Lines hy Mao Tsetung «35

The New Human Being in the People's Republic of «50
China by Fellic Greene,
Leigh XKagan Lucille Stewart Poo

The Rising National Liberation Struggles In A .35
Key Area of Southeast Asia by Maud Russell

United States' Neo-colonialisme Grave Digger in
Southeast Asmia by Faud Russell +35

Some Background on China's Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution "by Maud Russell «50

UTHO IN USA. IG5

MARXISM *

AND THE
CULTURAL REVOLUTION
IN CHINA

A New Kind
of Revolution

By/e Ruth Gamberg

"A People's Govermment"



MARXISM
AND THE

CULTURAL REVOLUTION
IN CHINA

A New Kind of Revolution

by

Ruth Gamberg

Faxr Eagt Reporter note:

Thia is an egsay that will help
non-Marxists - and maybe sgome
Marxists - understand China‘'sg
ongoing cultural revolutlions,



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr Ruth Gambexrg teaches cowrses
on education and on education in
China in the Educational Devpartment
at Dalhougie University in Halifax

Nova Scotia Canada,

Dr Gamberg visited the People's
Republic of China in June 1973
and is 1returning for another viasit

in the summer of 1975, She is
currently writing a book on education
in China.

Ruth Gamberg im active in the
Canada~China Friendship Association
in Halifax,

MARXISM

AND

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION
IN CHINA

A New Kind of Revolution
By Ruth Gamberg

"Bombard the Headquartersi" It was with these
words, issued on August 5 1966 by Mao Tsetung,Chairman
of the Communist Party of China, that the Cultural

Revolution, which up to this point had been more of a
rumbling in the background, was placed fully in the
centre of China's political and social life, Three
days later, the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party adopted guldellnes concerning the Cul-
tural Revolution, The document starts off in this
way: "The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution now
unfolding igs a great revolution that touches people to
their very souls and congtitutes a new stage in the
development of the soclaligt revolution inaur country,
a stage which is both broader and deeper,"(1)

One is immediately struck by this unique way of
launching a revolution, Revolutions have always been
made by thoge who felt that their interests were
being trampled upon by the existing government in pow-
er and who saw no way of achieving a meaningful voice
in matters directly affecting them shoxrt of a ma jor
transformatior o their society, Revolutlons have always
been and still are the lagt resort of the disinherited
to gain acceas to the power they require in order to
right the injustices they judge themselves victims of,
In China this historical precedent was broken with the
mwoclamationy fi'om Mao and the Party's Central Commit-
tee, Never before had the need for a revolution been
articulated to the veoplé by thoseln the highest 1each-
en of power: never before had the guldelines for con-
ducting a revolution been gset torth by thogse in estab-
Tished leaderwhip positions,
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Wwhy would the top levels of the Communist  Party
and the Government in China decide that such a 1evolu-
tion was necessary? What kind of leadership lait that
invites the people to bombard its own headquarters? How
can a revolution be considered succesgful, as the Chin-
ege consider the Cultural Revolution to be, when forx
the most part, the easential features of the political
and economlc structures remain the same after the revo-
lution? And what kind of revolution is 3 cultural
revolution? The angwers to these questions will prov-
ide us with the peruapective necessary for en understand-
ing of China today. Without them, any understanding
would be guperficial and partial because in the eyes of
the Chinege the Cultural Revolution is indeed "a great
revolution that touches people to their very goulg® and
as such congtitutes “a stage which ig both broader and
deeper” in the development of the socialist revolution
in China., While political and economic organization
has not been fundamentally altered by the Cultural
Revolution, this does not make it any less a revolution,
But it does make it a new kind of revolution,

The Chinese for their part do not think that his-
tory develops willy-nilly, that anything can happen at
any time under any circumstances, or that any explana-
tion of events has as much merit as any other. Basing
their judgment largely on their own historical experi-
ence, they - the great majoxrity of the Chinese people
and not just their leaders - appear to be in fundament-
al agreement that the vast body of economic, political,
gocial and higtoriecal analysis knownes Marxism-Leninism
provides the tool for a scientific comprehension of the
dynamics of Bocieties as well as as the guide
for action to tring about thoroughgoing social change,

Unfortunately, much of what has been written and
gaid about China hag either ignored or raid sgcant and
often distorted attention to Marxist-Leninist concepts.
Virtually all of the "China-watchers" of he recent past
(who did their "watching” mainly from Hongkong)and many
present-day observers of China rely on projecting their
own theories of people and societies and their own
ideology onto China. But such theories and ideologies
are bred and nurtured in societies that promulgate com-
pletely different individual and collective objectives
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and, therefore, have developed completely different
values and ways of 1ife from those of pregent-day
China, That kind of ethnocentrism perhaps makes such
writers and some readerg feel more secure, but it does
not help us understand the 1ealities of Chinese exist-
ence, To even begin to understand the China of the
Chinese people, it is necessary to discaid imposed mod-
els, and to look, at least briefly, at a few of the
central features of Marxist-Leninlast theory - a theory
which the people of China have accepted and on which
they base their development and their destiny,

Clags Stiruggle

The oft-quoted opening line of The Communist Man-
ifesto remains the linch-pin of Chinese thought and
political action,, "The history of all hitherto eigt-
ing society ig the higtory of class struggles," To
Marxigts this is a fundamental and accurate summing up
of all recorded history without which an understanding
of the dynamics of societies and how they change
cannot be grasped. Whether they look at slave soci-
eties, feudal soclieties, ox capitalist societies, the
main feature they see is the existence of classges,

While recognizing that the class structure in any
gociety is always more complex, in its gkeletal out-
line there are two main clases - be they slave and
magter, lord and serf, or capitalist and workexr ihere-
in the 1ife patterns of the one are intrinsically 1ink-
ed to thogse of the other., But this linkage is always
gseen ag an antagonistic one because the interests of
the two stand in direct opposition; the interests of
the one unavoidably clagh with the interests of the
Othel‘-

To capture the workings of this antagonistic 1e-
lationship called class struggle, let us look at  the
capitalist syatem.

The description that follows is an overgimplifi-
cation when applied to today's world becaugse +this is
the period of imperialism, a period in which@apitalism
18 no longer competitlve in the same way it was in the

5



nineteenth century and in which it 1s no longer confin-
ed to national boundaries, The relationships there-
fore, are much more complex. But the gsame essential
features of class struggle still hold for present-day
Marxists, and in this case, for the Chinese, It is
thene esgential features that serve the purpose here of
delineating and explaining how the Chinese analyze so-
cieties and change today'.

Tn & caplitalist economy there are, on the one
side, the capitaligta, those who own tHe means of prod-
uction - factories, machines, raw materials, land, etc,
However, the coal in a mine is of value only after
miners dig it out and make it available for human use;
the value of land is realized only after the farmers
plant and harveat, other workers process it, and 1it is
then made available for human consumption, On the other
gide stands the proletariat (the working class), thosge
who by applying their labour to the means of produc-
tion are esgential for producing the goods required by
all classes for their continued existence, A class
then is defined by its relationship to the ownership
and control of the means of production.

In the capitalist class system, the goal of the
capitalist is to maximize profits. This 1is achieved by
paying the least possible for what he buys and getting
fhe most posaible for what he sells., In other words,
he maximizes his profits by minimizing his expenses.,
Tt is, therefore, in his best interests to pay the
workers - those who give value to his holdings - as
little as he possibly can, This is clearly in direct
oppdsition to the interests of the workers who want to
increase their abllity to purchase those goods which
they have produced, Because of the competltive nature
of capitalism (even in its monopoly phase) the efforts
of the capitalist class must be not merely to maintain
but to continually increase the profits by holding down
what 1t pays out to the working class by way of wages
and benefits. This process of profit-making, which
Marxists call exploitation, is independent of the will
of any particular capitalist. A capltalist can be a
"good guy", but if this inclination carries him to the
point of refusing to exploit workers, or, to put i dif-
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ferently, if he were to pay the workers the full value
for the labour which they vut into goods when they pro-
duce them, he would automaticcally eliminate hisg own
profits and hence just as automatically cease to be a
capitaligt., The exploitative relationship of the capi-
talist class toward the woxrking class then l1ls an in-

sringlo feature of any capitalist or, for that matter,
any class systenm.

Accoxrdingly, the two clasgses are in constant and
antagonistic opposition to eagh other; Marx and Engels
called this opposition "class stiuggle". This is not to
say that the struggle is always overt or violent. Some-
times 1t ig, but often it is not. What this analysis
does say ls that by the very nature of theironflicting
interests, each class is necessarily ina position where
1t must struggle, through a wide variety of means, for
1ts own class interests and, therefore, against the in-
teregsts of the clasa in opposition.

Since China was never a fully developed capitalist
country, the alignment of forces in the class struggle
differed somewhat from the simplified outline just giv-
en, A precise Marxist summation of clasas forces during
the period preceding 1949 1s provided Yy Geoxrge Thomson.

At the beginning of the present century China
was & seml-feuwdal, semi-colonial country in
which the masses of the peasantry were ex=-
ploited by the feudal landowners and by a
number of colonial powers which had occupled
the ports, seized control of the bankg, and
egtablished a commerclal network for plunder-
ing the country. In thls they were supported
by the rich merchants, money-lenders and fin-
anciers who constituted the big bourgeoisie--

the comprador or bureaucratic capltalists,
Thegse two classes, the feudal landowners and

the comprador bourgeoisie, formed the social
base for imperialist oppresssion in China.

Between these two exploiting classes and the

maages of the people stood the middle, oxr

national, bourgeoisie. These were industrial
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capitalists whose efforts to build native in-
dustries were frustrated by feudalism and im-
perialism, From that point of view they were
inclined to side with the people, but at the
game time they were themgelves explolters,
afraid of the proletariat, and so they tended

to vacillate.

The only consistently anti-feudal, anti-im-
perialist clasgea were the peasantry and the
proletariat, The vast ma jority of the peas-

antry were poor peasants, that is, rurel
proletarians and gsemi-proletarians. The in-
dustrial proletariat was small, but after the
Trst World War, and more after the October
Revolution, it grew radidly in strength, (2)

The Chinese talk about "the three big mountaing" -
feudalism, bureaucratlc capitalism, and imperialism" -
fhat weighed heavily on the workers and peagants and
against which they waged their revolution. Given the
gemi-feudal, semi-colonial nature of the country at the
time, and the existence of a vast,larzely landless peas-
antry, the firast demands they had to agitate for were
national independence, land reform and basic democratic
rights, Thisa is considered the necessary firgt stage
of a two-stage revolution and is called "Nev Democracy."
Tt was not until the encroachments made by imperiallst
powers were neutralized, until the land that had always
been monopolized by landlords was distributed to the
peasants, and until the working people galned the demo-
cratic rights they had always been denled that the con-
ditions for the next stage - socialist revolution-could
be get,

The national bourseoisie could be looked to for
supvort of the new democratic revolution since their
interents were algo inhibited by the tremendous  power
of "the three big mountains", However, they would have
to oppose the second stage because as capitalists, they
had to make profit, which comes from only one gource -
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the exploltation of workers. In the exra of advanced
capitalism and imvperialism, then, the proletariat, aec-
cording to the Chinese is the only class capable of the
consigstent and tenaclous leadership necessary for con-~
ducting either the new democratic or the smocialist rev-
olution.

For any country to have true national independence
in the age of imperialism, the Chinese believe that it
is impossible to stop after the democratic revolution,
Since the undexdeveloped countries are kgpt underdev-
eloped by the imperialist nature of advanced capital-
ism's relationship with them, only a complete z1upture
with capitalism will unleasn the productive forces ot
their gocietles. Without an advance to sociallsm, the
economic and political power of imperialism will |Dbe
able to maintain control and keep such countries in
continued subjection, Thug the socialist 1revolution
is seen as absnolutely essential,

The new democratic revolution was completed in a
relatively short period of time. The class struggle
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, the strug-
gle against bourgeois capitalism and for proletarian
aocialism ia the one that is currently being waged 1in
Chinay this struggle is forecast to last for a long
time -~ until the disappearnce of capitalism and impe-
rialism the world over,

The State

Political power, according to Marxist theo
hand in hand with economic power, The possessiﬁi?ﬂgg:?
exactly because of 1t8 economic power, is able to or-
aganize ax control the machinery of the state-- the ex-
cutive and legislative bodies, courts, police, armies,
etc, It naturally organizes this machinery in such a
way as to protect its own interests. It will go to
great lengths to maintaln politlcal control because on~
ly in this way can it safeguard its economic éontrol.
It is this analysls of the Inner workings of the class
struggle and the abgolute requirement of the e¢lass in
power to maintain ity powexr if it is to survive that
led Lenin to observe that no ruling class in historylms
9



ever given up its power voluntarily.

As a leader of the exploited classes in China 1t
wag this same analysis that led Mao to say that  "po-
1itical power grows out of the barrel of a gun,” (3)
This gtatement hag often been quoted in the West to
"prove" that communism is no different from fascismand
that the leadexr of the Chinese Revolution is no  more
than a bloodthirsty lunatic. What Mao is saying, how-
ever, is that those who hold economic power also hold
political power, which means that they control the re-
tressive instruments of the state apparatus -- the
police and the armies, They can and do marshall these
instruments when their class rule is threatened. Their
political power, then, ultimately resides in the bar-
rels of the guna at their command. This analysis cox-
reaponds to the realitles of violence during cChina‘s
centuries of feudal rule as well ag to the imposed con-
trol by foreigners during the nineteenth and first
half of the #swentleth century,

Mao's statement further means that in order for
the exploited clasges to effectively challenge the
ruling clasg and bring about the changes necessary
whereby they 2an fulfill their class interests, they
must 1ikewise ultimately resort to the use of force,
This position is based on an acceptance of Marx's and
Lenin's analysis that fundamental economic, political
and social transformation is necessary if the exploit-
ed clasges are to cease being exploited, and that the
relationship between the classes will not changed its
own accord., It means that the only way for the trans-
formation to come about is through revolutlionary means
in which the exploited take up arms agalnst thedlready
armed exploiters. This is precisely what happened in
the most organized fashion in China during the 1920°'s,
30's and 40's,

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat

Does the successful overthrow of pre-existing
gtate power in 1949 mean that the class struggle no
longer exists in China? It is in answer to this
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question that the Chinese consider they lave deepened

their understanding of Mairxism - Lenirism and, in so

doing, have begun to avoid what they see as the digag-
trous effects of the Russian experience,

The Chinese do not view their liberation ag  the
final or ultimate event in the class gtiuggle. They
gay that the claus gtruggle will be over only when
there are no more classes; that there still are claases
in China as well as outaide, and that, therefore.thexre
is atill clags struggle in all countiries, including
their own. What they say has changed, however,ls that
a new classg, the proletariat, is in power, This they
see not ag a substitution but as a qualitative change
that makes a basic difference in the lives of all the
people in all classes, It must be rememhered  that
Marxiat analyasis contends that in oider for any class
which is in power to remain there, it has no choice
but to suppress the interests of the oprosing class or
classesn, This suprvresgion, for Marxists, congtitutes
a dictatorshio,

This gshould mt be mnfusged vith the Weatern connota-
tions of the woru "dictatorship". We are accugtomed b
applying the term to those situatlong where the gup-
preasion of thosie not in power 1s conducted by  those
vwho are thiough the: moat extreme and blatant methods,
ag, for ®xpample, in the military regimes in Latin
America and other overtly fasclst regimes like the one
in Spain, For Marxists, on the othexr hand, the term
"dictatorship" does not refer to the severity of the
methods employed by a ruling clasa; it refers ingtead
to the fact of clags power which has no choice than
to suppress other clasges - at one time, perhaps gent-
1y, at anothexr violently; at one time covertly, at an-
other time overtly - but which, regardless of the in-
tensity or means of suppression at any particular mo-
ment, remaing suppression nonetheless,

In China before 1949, there was, say the Chinese,
a dictatorship by the two classes. the feudal land-
lo1ds and the comprador bourgeoisie which in alliance

with forelign capitalists, shared power. Today there is
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a dictatorship of the proletariat, The earlier dic-
atorship of the landlords and bourgeoisie suppressed
the great majority so as to serve the interets of the
two very small allied and privileged classes. The
present dictatorship of the proletariat does just the
opposite. This is one major difference, a difference
which at first glance may appear to be merely quantit-
ative, But even in terms of the sheexr numbers'involved,
it is bound to have qualitive ramifications.

A second difference lies in the ownership of the
means of production. Whereas previously theywere pri-
vatelv owned bv the small ruling classes, now undex’
the dictatorship of the proletariat they have become
collectively owned. Thus, though all injustices and
inequalities cannot be eradicated immediately during
the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
major injustices of the pagt, "the exploitation of man
by man will have become impossible"(4) (emphasis in the
original) because no individual can any longer profit
by exploiting the labor of others.

Equally as significant when congldering any qual-
jtative change from the old dictatorship to that of the
proletariat is that the class stiuggle under the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat aims at the eventual
proletarianization of all, so that at some future time
all people will have the same economic ard hence so-
clal-political interests. At that time, but not te-
fore class struggle will end, because if there is only
one clags, there arve, in effect, no classes, Maxrxism
claims that for the proletariat, the final victory of
jts claas rule will be in the elimination of all
classes, whereas there can be no final vietory for the
dictatorship of the exploitling classess thelr dbjective
ig only to retain their class power as long as possi-
ble, a power which will inevitably, by the nature of
the class struggle, be eventually challenged and over-
thrown by those who are exploited.

The final victory of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, then, is classlessness, or in other wods,
communism. Many people outgide of China characterize
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the countyry as a "communist state"” - which the Chinese
dismiss ag an absurdity because as Marxista they con-
tend that this is a contradiction in terms. Once
communism is achieved, they maintain, there will be no
further need for any repregsuve apparatus - (a state),
gince there will be no clagges to suppress. Once all
people have common economic, politlcal and social in-
‘terests the machinery for repression, the gtate, as
well ag all dictatorships will wither away, Three
months before the Communigt Party came to power, Mao
wrotes

Like a man, a political party has its child-

hood. youth, renhood ad 014 age. The Communist

Party of China is no longer a child ox a 1lad

in his teens but hag become an adult. VWhen

a man reacheg old age, he will dley the same

is true of a party. When classes disappear,

all instruements of clasns struggle---parties

and the state machinery---will loose  their

function, cease to be necessary, therefore

gradually withexr away and end thelxr hisgtori-

cal missiony and human society will move +to

a higher gtage. Ve are the opposite of the

parties of the bourgeoisie. They are afraid

to speak of the extinection of classes, state

power and parties. We, on the contrary,de-

clare openly that we are striving haxd to

create the very conditions which will bring

about their extinction. (5)

Thus, congiatent with the Marxist view, the chi-
nege see thelr country as a soelalist state, This state
is a dictatorship of the proletariat under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party, While the eventual goal
is to do away with the state - and therefore also all
dictatorships includng that of the proletariat and all
parties including the Communist Party - soclaliasm is
defined as a necessary transitional stage in the long
higstorical development toward communism; It is
perceived as a process, It is this process and the Heo-
logical and economi¢ developemnt effectuating it <that
the Chinese are referring to when they talk, as they

often do, about "gocialiat revolutionand socialist
construction,”
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The Hole of the Communist Party

From the vantage point of the West, it often ap-
pears that 1t is Mao, not the proletariat, who ig in
power. But the prevalling view in China is very dif-
ferent. To the Chinese, Mao is the man most 1respon-
gible for interpreting Marxist theory and past prac-
tices 1elative to conditions in their country. Using
Marxist analysis, he took the lead asg early as the
20'g in setting guidelines for making a socialist ev-
olution 1in China, and s winterruptedly continued o
do s0 up to the vresent, the guidelines now indicat-
ing the direction forx continuing siocialist construct-
ion., The veople of China fully belleve that they owe
their liberation to the clarity with which these
guidelines were formulated and the meticulousnesswith
which they were applied.

The Western "cult of personality" interpretation
which sees Mao as a near-religious symbol likewise does
not correspond with the view held by the Chinese them-
selves, Their perception of Mao inclucdes wth personal
and impersonal elements, with increasing emphasis put
on the latter, Since Mro's ideas and concrete actions
have consistenly proved their validity to the Chinese,
it is natural that ke is respected and admired for all
that he has done and for all that he represents. It
is gignificant that the Chinesie study his writingsg and
refer so frequently to the thoughts of Mao. On a more
versonal level he ig respected for his remarkable lead-
ership abilities in practice as well as theory, thesge
leadership abilities involving not only a vpenetrating
gragp of gtrategy and tactics but also personal qual-
itieg of humility and selflessness,

Mao, however, is not seen ag a solitary figure,
but rather as a leader of the Communist Party. The
role of the Party is that of the vanguard of the pro-
letariat, Ideologically, Party members are expected
to be highly consicious of social, economic and polit-
ical matters and to apply that consciousnegs to furth-
ering proletarian interestss versonally, they are ex-
pected to be exemplary in their attitudes and  behav-
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iours. Leaderghip geared to the furthering of
gself-interests rather than the interests of the
maases 14 not to be countenanced.

At no time and in no circumstences ghould &
Communist place hig personal interests first;
he should smcoidinate them to the interests of
the nation and of the masses, Hence, selfish-
ness, slacking, corruption, seeking the lime-
1ight, and so on, are most contemptible,while
aelfleasnens, working with 2ll one's energy,
whole-hearted devotion to public duty, and
quiet hard work will command respect, (6)

As a vanguaxd, the Party is expected to 1lead
the proletariat in all struggles. Mao has stressned
yepeatedly that the Party must be at the forefrnnt
of the maases yet always integrated with them. “ﬂﬁ
Communists are like seeds and the people 1ile the
goil. Vhere-ever we go we must witewith the people,
and take root and blossom among them."!7)

The supreme test of the words and deeds of a
Communist is whether they conform with the
highest interests and enjoy the supportdf the
overwhelming majority of the people, Every
Comrade must be helped to understand that as
long as we rely on the people, believe firmly
in the inexhausible creative power of the
manges and hence trust and identify ourselves
with them, no enemy can crush us while we can
crugh every enemy and overcome every diffi-
culty. (8)

There are two dangers Mao cautions Party mem-
bers against - commandism and tailism. Commandism
1s the tendency for leadership to separate itself
from the people and thug either to look down on them
or to overestimate their consciousness of their con-
ition at any particular time, These mistakes resvlt
in the arrogant issulng of commands which do not on-
form to the realities of people's needs. The
opposite danger for Communist Party members, tailism,
48 the tendency to fear the taking of initiative ana
bold action thexefore to fail to lead the masses but
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instead, "to trail behind them, zestizulating and
criticising.” (9)

The proper relationship of the leaders to the led
ig referred to in China as "the mags line" which regts
on the principle "from the masses, to the masges,."

In all the practical work of our Party, all
coirect leadership ig necessaxrily »from the
masses, to the masgses"., Thig means: take the
ideas of the masses(scattered and ungystem-
atic ideag) and concentrate them (through
'gtudy turn them into concentrated and gys-
tematic ideas); then go to the masses and
propagate and explain these ideag until the
masses embrace them as their own,hold fast
to them and tranglate them into action, and
teat the corpectnesns of thege ideas in guch
action, Then once agailn concentrate 1ideas
from the masues and once again go to
the masges so that the ideas are persevered
in and carried through., And so on, over
and over again in an endless gpiral, with
the ideas becoming more coirrect, more vital
and richer each time. (10)

Underlying the mass line ig the rejection of the
view prevalent in the Wesgt (though not exclusively in
the West) that it isindividual leaders who make histo-
ry. Good leadership is seen as a necesgsary but by
jtself insufficient commonent of social change, The
uhinese hold the conviction that all real social wans-
formation can come about only through the efforts of
the masisess, Reiterating the position earlier prO-
pounded by Lenin, Mao hag asserted that"The people, ad
the people alone, are the motive force in the making
of world history." (11)

It is in class texrms, then, that the Chinege see
leadesship, Individuals, they maintain, always iden-
tify with one or another class. Therefore, when any
individual under any class system 1s in a pogition of
power, that person represents the interests of the
class with which he identlfies. Applying this
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analyais to conditions in China, the Chinese say that
Mao and the Communist Paxrty identify with and hence
revregent the interests of the proletariat, They
therefore wield state power on behalf of that claas,
thig gtate power congtituting a dictatorship of the
proletariat,

The Clasg Struggle in Ideology

But, it may be objected, if the proletariat - in
China, the workers and peasants - are numerically so
preponderant, as in fact they are, why muat they exer-
cise a dictatorship of any kind? Hon't the small
clasges of landowners and capitalists simply by force
of the example of the proletariat (who after all are
non-exclugive in that they want eventually to include
everyone in their ranks) and by the sheer passage of
time - won't they die a natural death? To thisg,
Marxists would answer that socialism presentga society
"not ag it has developed on its own foundations, but
on the contrary, as it emerges from capitalist ciety;
wnich ig thus, in every respect, economically, morally
and intellectually, s8till stamped with the birthmarks
~f the old society rrom whose womb it emerges."(12)
(emphasnis in original)

In China the economic. base, or infrastructure,has
seen quite a rapid transformation., It has beenalmost
completely tranaferred out of the hands of the former
ruling classes., That is, the means of production ave
no longer privately owned. All major enterprises are
owned either by the atate or communally, Communal
ownexrship, an typified by the lanrge and diversified
communes throughout the countryside, refers to owner-
aship by those divectly involved in the day to day op-
eration of them. A commune, owned in common by its
members, often numbers several tepns of thousands, A
higher form of ownership is ownership by the state,
This is considered more advanced because the means of
mroductlon are in the hands of the entire  proletariat
as a class and not juat as a section of the proletariat
as in the casre ¢ communal ownership, But both of these
forms are gseen as advancements over prior ownershir
arrangements because the meansi of vproduction are owned
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by thogse who work them rather +than by the former ex-
ploiting classes. This therefore constitutes a majox
gstride in the direction of the total public ownexship
of all the means of production which will characterize
the future classless society.

The initial success of a socialist 1revolution
meang that the economic and political power hag been
gelzed from the handgs of the former ruling classes by
the exploited classes, This can happen, ag it did in
China,in a relatively short period of time, 0ld ideas,
attitudes and behaviours, on the other hand, take much
longer to transform. While this is especially true
of the over-thriown classes, it is algo, although to a
leaser extent, true of the proletariat itself, Mao has
expresned the Marxist view that no one is above class
ideology: "In class gociety every one lives asa membex
of a particular clags; and every kind of thinkingwith-
out éxcepvtion 1im sgtamped with the brand of a
class." (13) Since all the people in the new society
have been part of the old society and therefore lxrge-
1y molded by it, the remnanta ot the otéd cannot possi-
bly die quickly, easily or automatically,

Maxrxist, have repeatedly asserted that the classesn
which have been ungeated do not take kindly to the new
atate of affairs. Although they no longer krve control
over a repressive gtate apparatus, their struggle +to
regaln power will be even more energetic than was their
earlier struggle to maintain it. They will use any
and all possible means at their disposal because as a
clasg it is a life and death struggle, If their claas
power dies once and for all, go die their privileged
positions., "Because they have been defeated, the
energy of their resigtance has increagsed a hundred and
a thousandfold." (14) 9o gelzing power is not
enough accoxding to the Chinese: it must be consoli-
dated and held securely as well. The conssolidation
of a soclalist system cannot simply involve a  prole-
tariat resting on the achievements of its newly estab-
ligshed power; 1t cannot mean that the class atruggle
ig over, Rather, say the Chinese, gocialism can only
be sustained by a newer and more conscious gtrugegle
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against older exploiting ideologies; and in the
process, the hitherto unchartered course of the gociety
of the future will become clearer and more solidified.

Clearly, the ex-ruling class, esvecially in its
ideological manifegtations, is the biggest oroblem fox
the new dictatorship and, Marxists would add, the pro-
letariat must discover and combat such manifestations,
Only thus can the proletariat transform its own habits
of thought and conduct as well, for they too are"stamp-
ed with the birthmarks of the old society."(15) If "the
jdeas of the ruling clags are in every epoch the ruling
ideas" (15) as Mao assexrted, how then could they be ex-
pected to remain untouched by the ideology of the old
ruling clasg?

The Chinese maintain that the transformation of
1deas cannot be achieved quickly,

Tt will take a fairly long period of time to
decide the issue in the ideological struggle
between gsocialism and capitalism in our
country. The reason ig that the influenced
the bourgeoigie and of the intellectuals who
come from the old society will remain in our
conntry for a long time to come, and so will
their claas ldeology. If thig i1g not suf-
ficiently understood, or is not underutood at
all, the gravest mistakes will be made and
the necessity of waging the gtruggle in the
fdeological field will be ignored. (16)

Moxeover, the economic conditions of a  socialist
gsociety in transition also generate inequalities which
become breeding grounds for the relnforcement of bour-
geoig ideology, Such inequalities are unavoldable be-
cauge socialism must stlill pay wages vpartly in terms of
labor verformed rather than in terms ‘of need alone (as
will occur under communism). Thus, while gocialism
does away with the gross formg of exploitation that
exist in capitalist soclety, it cannot provide immediate
and full equality. In atill developing countries like
China where the overall technical backwaidness of the
economy makes the transitional period  especlally long
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and hard, it is 4inevitable that the potential pew
bourgeoisie will join forces with the older ex-ruling
classes to create formidable regigtance © the guccesns-
ful development of the new proletarian ideology.

Once the former exploiting dictatorship has been
overthrown, the conduct of the classg struggle therefore
beging to exhibit more distinctly ideological features.,
This ideological struggle requires an emphasis on ed-
ucation and persuasion which ghould have definite tar-
gets and shouid be conducted in a reasoned and careful

manner,

All erroneous ideas, all poisonous weeds, all
ghosts and monsters, must be subjected to
eriticism: 1in no circumstance should they be
allowed to spread unchecked. However, the
eriticism gshould be fully reasoned, aalytical
and convincing, and not rough, bureaucratic,
metaphysical or dogmatic. (19)

The Cultural Revolution in Theory

Class struggle of thig type and in these forms has
been going on in China since the beginnings of the rev-
olutionary struggle in the countryside and, more esgve-
cially, sin¢e the rectification campalgns within the
Chinese Communist Party in the early 40's. The Cultural
Revolution must be.seen as the continuation of that same
class struggle, So, with these rew basic Marxist theo-
rieg of the nature of class struggle in mind, we can
now return to the aestions 1aised earlier about the
Cultural Revolution.

First, what kind of a revolution is a cultural
revolution? A professor at Peking University provided
part of the answer when he gaid that it was necessary"to
transform the superstructure and oriticise bourgeois

ideology." No political or economic revolution can be
gecure without a corresponding revolution in-the sun»er-
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gtructure, that is, in those instltutions which influ-
ence and shape the way people think, While political
and economic power was in the hands of the proletariat
in China in the mid-60's, the ideologzy of the old ex-
ploiting classes, although 1t had been struggled
against, was by no meang dead, To the contrary,it was
gaining strength to the point of threatening in  very
fundamental ways both the political and economic nower
of the proletariat. The people of China are convinced
that if this procesis had been allowed to continue un-
challenged -- if, in other woirds, there had been no
Cultural Revolution -~ the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat would have been eroded to the point where ev-
entually a privileged clasag would have emerged victo-
rious,

Revigionisnm

The return of a privileged class to power is pre-
cigely the basis of China's rejection of the direction
of development in the Soviet Union, which the Chinese
sum up in the term "revisionism.,"” Revisionism is the
mroceas of reviaing socialism politically,economically
and ideologically, resulting in the restoration of mp-
italism while still proclaiming to uphold socialist
principles. Accoiding to the Chinese,political powex
in the Soviet Union ig no longexr in the hande of the
moletariat but has been usiurped by a new  privilezed
elite which uges itg power to serve i1ts own interests,
not thosie of the working class. Since there 18 no real
dictatorship of the proletariat, the means of mroduc-
tion may be nominally in the handi o the working class,
but the new ruling class in practice contiols economic
power ag well, This new elite has also succeeded in
propagating an ideology designed to consolidate its
power, Therefore, the Chinese judge that <the Soviet
Union in all significant respects---politically, econ-
omically and ideologically---hag moved so rapidly away
from socialism and toward capitalism that, in effect,
there has been a restoration of cavpitalism,

It became clear to Mao and others that +this same
process wasn developing and gaining a firm foothold im
China, The deposed exploiting classes of the recent
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past were winning ground in the-.class struggle., This
was possible because thelr methods were gubtle and co-
vert. Since for the vast majority of the Chinese peo-
ple socialism bas meant an incalculable improvement in
their standard of living and a political voice for the
firgt time in their long history, the opposing clasges
could obviously not declare open war on the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, As one student put it,"They
wanted to do things harmful to the people's interests,
but they knew the peovle would suppress them. 5o they
didn't do things openly, in the sun; they did them se-
eretly, in the shadows." Only by concealing their
real objectiven behind the guise of support for that
dictatorship could they conduct activities aimed at
destroying it. "They waved the red flag to oppose
the 1red flag."

By such techniques, the revisionist forcesn had
fooled many people, Their guccess in influencing the
ideological outlooks of the people was making rapid
inroads into proletarian power., It was the revolution-
a1y forces, therefore, which adopted the gtrategy of
"declaring war,."

What was at stake was not which individuals, but
rather which class would hold power.

This meant that proletarian ideology had to de=-
velop to the level where the workers ana peasants would
yee more clearly and more profounaly what their own
besit interests were and not be taken in by revisionism
which claimed to serve their interests but which, the
Chinese say, wag doing just the opposite.

The specific components of what compromises pro-
letarian ideology in China as opposied to revigionist ar
bourgeols ideology are highly yanified as they affect
all concrete spheres of ingtitutional life. For the
moment, however, the statement of a young peasant from
Sian should suffice. "lje see the bourgeols way of
1ife as teaching people always to think only of them-
selven, not of others. Every day in China wg encour-
age each other to serve the people, to do more for
society, to build our country and to do moxre for the
whole of mankind. When someone meets with difficul-
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ties we will try our best to help him overcome them,
to do better, There is a saying: “To do more for the
people is havovoinesas.'"

It is this way of tinking which the Chinese call
proletarian ideology., And it was only by deepening
such basic ideas as "gerving the people" in the minds
and actions of hundreds of miilions that 1revisionist
jdeology could be effectively undermined. Nothing
ghort of a revolution wag the strategy selected to
accomplish thlgs gigantic task. Everyone in China was
mobilized for this massive campaign of learning through
the direct exverience of class gstruggle and changing
themselves anéd others accoidingly.

What The China-Watchersn Said

Before proceeding into how the Chinese percelved
that they would conduct the Cultural Revolution, it
might be ugeful to 1ecall the interoretations advanced
by many HongKong-based "China-Watchers® of <the day.
Since othexr views were not readily published during the
mid-and-late 60's, their interpretations took ona tre-
mendous aura of credibility, some of which 1remains
with ug today.

Headlines in the popular media (19) blared out an
incessant berrage proclaiming "Nightmare Across The
Land," "The Red Guardgs Today, China; Tomorrow, The
World.," "Dance of the Scorpion,” "Muzzling the Diag-
ons,” "The Edge of Chaog," "Lurid Tales From Canton,"

"An Act of Barbarism," "More Violent Than Imagined,"
ad infinitum,

The occasional admission that "reliable eyewit-
nenges are gcarcer than dragon's teeth, and, unaccoun-
tably,no one hag come out of China with a single pic-
ture documenting the mass scenes of violence bodies
hanging from trees and tankes firing 1n_ tne streets,”
(emphasia added) at times led revorters to the logical
conclunion that "the news that filters out o Red China
i1s conflicting, fragmentary and often outrageously ex~
aggerated."” Strangely enough, however, we just asg
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often we were told the opposite - that  "Hongkong's
China-Watchers,,..tend to keep their conclusions con-
sexrvative,” and that "they have seriously started re-
examining whether, in their effoxrts to 1eportthe sit-
uation accurately, they have not underestimated the
extent of violence and bloodshed in Mao's China."
Here follow some typical examnles; of"underestimation,”

"For the hapless Chinene people caught in Maoc Tse-
tung's Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, thexe
wag no sign of relief firom the political convulgiona
vese The Cultural Revolution was "destiuctive non-
senge," which, we were repeatedly told, wasg character-
ized by "unbridled fury and frenzy," "hysteria,” "con-
tortions,” "indiscriminate beatingg." "sharpand bloody
clashes" wherein "1eason diggipated itself in the mad
mobs and....there seemed to be no pattern te the shout+
ed alogans, no rythm to the dialectical drumg,” and in
which "lawlessness and violence flare each week  fyom
Manchuria in the north to the Vietnamese border in the
south,"”

“"Mao'ss mobs," the Red Guards, were “the chosen
gshock troops of Mao's purge," imbued with "Mao-think.,"
These ''teen-age, slogan drunk students (were) turned
ooseupon the land by Mao Tsetung to spearhead hig
fanatical Great Proletaxrian Cultural Revolution,"
“chanting the litany of Mao Tsetung's narrow 1oad to
Socialist salvation,” "beating drumg and gongsand wav-
ing their taliamanic 1little 1red books of MaOsessas
surging in frenzied rhythmthrough the gtreets," "run-
ning riot" on "weird rampages," "breaking windows and
heads,"

Mao Tgetung,'"the Red Fmperor o China," leader of
"a nation more harangued than governed," which with-
out doubt is pathologically concerned about the state
of its revolution" - for this man about whom there were
"unconfirmed remorts"” that he "was suffering fiom throat
ecancer.,..the Red Guaid-led mree was the last gaspd
a dying dictator." True to Time'ss conception of the
nature of a dictator, he was characterized by"inflexi-
bility. The puritansim and self-hypnosiis that were
born on the Long March and nurtured in the caves of
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Yenan have become an obsessgion, vyYhen the 'Maoist
magic' failed, he and higs fanatical followers' (be-
came) alienated not only Tior aignificant elements of
the army but from sizable numberyg ©Ff the Chinese
peonle, just as they were from the rest of the world."

The media even treated ugs to some insights 1into
the character of Mao's wife, Chlang Ching, the "vin-
dictive Dyagon Lady out for personal revenge, and =
frugtrated starlet seeking the limelight." who "in the
rampaging heyday of the Red Guaids (was) their chief
cheer-leader, den mother and Joan of Arc."

Thesie are just sampless of what passed for infor-
mation and analygsis of the Cultural Revolution, Little
wondexr that the mere mention of the Cultural Revolu-
tion 8till conjures up vivid impressions of hoirror and
disgust, But perhaps the demon and monster image can
bent be exorcised by looking to what the Chinese say
about the Cultural Revolution,

What The Chinesie Said

From the Chinesie gtatementas it becomes evident
that a gharp distinction was drawn by Mao and hig fol-
lowers between those leading the revigionigt forces
and thoge being led, ox, ag the Chinese pexceive it--
being misled by them., Great emphasis was put o dis-
tinguishing between friends and enemies, Point 5 of
the gixteen-point programme of the Culitural Revolution
gtates:

The main target of the present movement ig
thogse within the Party who a:x in authority
and are taking the capitalist road. The
strictist care should be taken to distin-
guish between the anti-Party, anti-social-
igt Rightists and those who sunnori the
Party and siocialism but have gaid o done
something wrong,.The strictist care should
be taken to distinguish between the reac-
tionary bourgeols scholar despots and 'au-
thorities' on the one hand and people who
have ordinary bourgeols academic 4ideas on
the other, (20) (emphasis added)
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Thias makes clear, contrary to reports at the time,
that the Cultural Revolution was not launched against
anyone and everyone, There was no randomness about i
the enemies were clearly defined, And the leaders of
the enemy foices held very high positions in the Party
and in the govermment - which explaing why Mso  issued
the call to "Bombard the Headquarters!" "Bombard" of
courge ig figurative, What Mao was telling the mrolet-
ariat was that only by seaxching the highent levels
would they find the leadexrs of the counter 1evolurinon,
It is this small group of leaders of the cmunter-revolu-
tion - those who oprose soclalism and want to 1estore
c?.ivitalism - that the Chinese refer to ag "clags-ene-
m eﬂ."

Once these "enemles" were found, did the leaders
of the revolutionary camp urge indiscriminate violence?

The anti-Party, anti-socialist Rightists mugt
be fully exposed, refuted, overthrownand com-
pletely discredited and their influence elim-
inated. At the same time, they should be
given a chance to turn over a new leaf. (21)

Were "mobg" of "teen-age, slogan-drunk" shock
troops denignated to wage this revolution?

The masses of the workers, peasants,soldiers,
revolutionary intellectuals and revolutionary
cadres form the main force in the great cult-
ural vevolution, (22)

Were they to apply "Mao-think"?

In the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
the only method is for the masges to liberate
themgelves and any method of doing things in
their agtead must not be uged, Trust the
masigess, rely on them and 1egpect their  ini-
iative....Let the masges educate themsielves in
thig great revolutionary movement and  leamrn

out, so that the mauses can clarify the cor-
rect views, criticise the wrong views,...(23)
(emphaais added)

Were thesie big-character postem*and debates eimply
a clever ruse designed to gilve the appearance of demo-
cratic particivation while in reality serving the pur-
voge of forcing blind conformity - as the media
indicated?

It is normal for the masses to hold different
views, Contention between different views isg
unavoidable, necessary and beneficial, In
the course of normal and full debate, the
masgses will affirm what is »ight,correct what
is wrong and gradually reach unanimity,

The method to be uged in debate is o pegentt

the factsg, reason things out, and persuade

through reasoning, Any method of forcing a

minority holding different views to submit is

impermisnible., The minority should be  Dpro-

tected, because sometimes the tiruth 1isa with
the minority. FEven if the minority is wrong
they should still be allowed to argue  theix
cage and reserve their views,

When there is a debate, it should be conduct-

ed by reasoning, not be coexrclion ox force.

In the course of debate, every revolutionary
should be good at thinking things out B him-
gelf and ghould develop the communist spirit
of daring to think, daring to apeak, and dar-

ing to act. (24) (emphasis added)'
S YT NI I W I X

to distinguish between right and wrongad be-
tween correct and incorrect ways of doing
thingg. Make the fullest use of big-charact-
er posters and great debates to argue matters
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*A big-character poster is a sign or essay that anyone
can write and hang up in public placesg, usually on
walls on the streets, It provides a channe. for the
exprension of opinion and was widely used duxing the
Cultural Revolution,
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On the very same day that Time was télling its
veaders that "Mao is attempting....through the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution" the same tactics used
for flagging revolutions of the past - the tactics of
vgucceasive waves of terror" and “"purges and mass hys-
teria," (25) Peking Review was reporting the Central
Committee's decision to its readers: "Comrade lao Tse-
tung has repeatedly told us that....in caxrrying art this
great revolution, the struggle ghould be cogducted by
reasoning and not by coercion or force." (26)

Unity As An Objective

The Chinese are aiming for unity of thought and
action on those central issues that will define the
direction in which they move - gocialism ox capitalism
Through Time magazine and the like we have been gilven
the definite impression that China is a country where
"thought control" veigns supreme, where no one makes a
move without Mao's say so. As the above quotations
make abundantly clear, however, the people are expect-
ed to 1ely on themselves, use thelx initiative, and
through full debate gradually reach agreement among
themgelves on the questions of basic importance: "On
the premige that they have the same general orienta-
tion, revolutionary comrades should, for the sake of
gtrengthening unity, avoid endless debate ovex side
issues." (27

Why, though, so much emphasis on concensus and
unity? As in any soclalist society, in China the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat is congtantly ing chall-
enced by the old exploiting classes. They always
mresent the threat of restoring the formerdictatorship
o1 a2 new one eually as exploitative and repressive of
the proletariat's interests. Only by agreement among
the mroletariat as to what their euasential intereats
are and how to best pursue them can the moletariat
gsuccessfully combat the efforts of the exploiting
classes and build a society to serve their own inter-
eats,

Tt is simply a matter of strategy. No army could
be successful if each soldier on the battlefield made
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a decision by himgelf ag to who was the enemy, how to
best wage the battle, and then went his own way with
hig own tactical plan. In the same sense’ gay the
Chinese leadery the on-going clags struggle in China -
of which the Cultural Revolution is just a high point-
requires that the masses of the people, the proletariat
and the increasingly proletarianlzed peasantiy be able
to identify the enemy, recognize his plans of attack,
and act ag a unit againgt him, There are two diffex-
ences in this analogy between war as we generally de-
fine it and the class struggle as waged in China during
the Cultural Revolution. First, the battles in the
Cultuwral Revolution did not aim at the physical elemi-
nation of the enemy. Second, while there were people
who 108e to leadexshlp positione at all levels and in
all arenas of the struggle, their leadership did not
consist of issuing orders for underlings to obey 1e-
gaxdlegs of the extent of undexstanding or agreement,
Unity was to be reached through discussion,

Genuine unity is seen asg achievable only through
genuine agreement, And unlty is seen as essentlial in
China for the succesgsful consolidation of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. Regardlesns of the "battle-
field" - whether a school, a factory, a commune,a hos-
pital - in China one frequently sees signs which 1xe-
mind the people to "unite to win 8till greater wvicto-
ories,.” The "victories" are measured by gains in
developing socialigt ideology and socialist practice,

The following passage from the  (Central
Committee's sixteen-point programme provides summatory
angwers to why the Cultural Revolution was deemed ne-
cessary, what it was designed to accomplish, and who
were the targets,

Although the bourgeoisle has been over-
thrown, it is still trying to use the
0ld ideas, culture, customs and habits
of the exploiting classes to corrupti the
magses, capture their minds and endeav-
or to stage a come-back, The mrolet-
ariate must do the exact oppositer it

must meet head-on every challenge o the
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bourgeolsie in the ideological field and
uge the new ldeas, culture, cugtoms and
habits of the proletariat to change +the
mental outlook of the whole & #ocietyjat
pregent, our objective ig to atiuggle a-
gaingt and overthrow those pexrsons in
authority who are taking the capltalist
road, to criticise and repudiate the re-
actionary bourgeois academic 'authori-
tieg' and the ideology of the bburgeoisie
and all other exploiting clasgses and to
trangform education, literatwre and art
and all other parts of the guverstruc-
ture not in corregpondence with the saonc-
jalist economic basie, sio as to facili-
tate the consolidation and develovment
of the socialist system, (28)

The Cultural Revolution in Practice

It may be acknowledged that these were the gulde-
lines, but the further question arises - how was the
Cultural Revolution conducted in practice? All indica-
tions I received were that the guidelines did in fact
constitute the characterigtic features of the Cultural
Revolution., In response to questions about the extent
of violence, a young factory woxrker from Shanghai who
is pregently studylng English in Canada and who acti-
vely participated in the Cultural Revolution as a Red
Guaid gtresaed that "it was a revolution hy mouth not
by force; by words, not by guns, The Cultural Revolu-
tion wag a very big movement throughout the country in
which millions of people took part. Ve went to dif=
ferent parts of the countiy, to many cities and com-
munes. Through these visits we learned much about the
country and the people, We discussed all kinds of
problems and wrote blg-character posters. Ve debated
with each other. You know, there are different op-
inions among veovle on everything, I think evexything
has two sidess o if you want to siolve a problem, you
munt have a discusslon; there mugt be a debatey thisa
is unavoidable,
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"Chalrman Mao once said to the Red Guards; You
must be concerned about the country's affairs; youmst
fight selfighness and criticise revisioniem, ' Thia
is what inspired u#t and this is what we did in the
Cultural Revolution. T never saw any violence, but I
did hear that there was some, Most people tried to
heed Chairman Mao's words. There were a few TPeople,
however who grasped the chance to do bad things., They
were opponed to socialism, They were the class enemies
of the people, Because all the country took paxt in
the movement and everyone was very busy, they thought
that would be a good time to cause trouble., But their
tricks were usually discovered by the people tefore ong
and they were prevented from doing much damage,"

In oxdexr for Westerneras to corxrect distorted im-
ages of China inherited from the past (and to a lesser
extent s8till being pervetuated) it must be reiterated
that by "vpreventing class enemieg fiom doing damage” the
Chinese do not mean doing violence to them. 1In fact,
as the Shanghal worker indicated, criticism of 1revig-
loniasm, dlscuseion, debate - these were the weapons in
the arsenal of the revolutionary camp, In discussing
thig question, the Chinege consistently asgsert that
thogse who followed Mao's line carried out the gslogan
"Use persuasion, not violence,” and that whatever vi-
olence there was wag instigated by the advocates of
revisionism, They never claim, however, that everyone
who participated in violence was revisionist. This
viev maintaing that some good revolutionaries were,
for a time, duvped by the revigioninuts into committ-
ing violence against fellow revolutionaries, but that
they eventually saw their mistake and united with the
revolutionary forces, )

Restraint in the use of violence againat the top
leaders of the revisionist forces appears to have been
quite remarkable. Succesaful bombardment of the head-
quarters uncovered Liu Shao-chi who, up to then, waq
President of the Republic, 1In China he ¥ seenas the
main leader of the anti-socialint forces, the chief
advocate of reviglonism.* "When the masges confronted
him with his crimes againat the people," gald a worker
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from Canton, "He refused to recognize his mistakes and
would not change." His counterrevolutionary activities
were traced back to the 1920's and his punighment was
agreed upon. In 1969 it was decided “to dismiss Liu
Shao-chi from all posts both inside and outside the
Party and to expel him from the Party once and foral."
(29) Even he, who is considered the archenemy of the
revolution, is allowed to live out hlig years but 1ig
barred from any engagement in politics.

In other instances there was even more leniency,
The case of Teng Hsiao-ping demongtrated the success of
applying the guideline that "anti-gocialist Rightists,.
should be given a chance to turn over a new leaf.” The
ex-Red Guard factory worker from Shanghal related that
"Teng Hslao-ping, who was the General Secretary of the
Paxrty's Central Committee, was the close running-dog of
Liu Shao-chi, In China we called him the number two
capitaligt-roader,.** Through masg criticism he recgoz-
nized mistakes, wanted to reform, to become a good man,
He didn't betray the 1revolution, He didn’'t surrendey
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* from preceding page

Latexr developments in the Cultural Revolution have 1led
to the unmasking of Lin Piao as another example of
revigioniast ideology.
anyone elge, " this more gectarian form of ideologizing
is commonly found in all great political movements, The
Chinese congider that those who openly retaird the rev-
olutionary process and those who appear to be speeding
it up with "ultrarevolutionary phrasemongering"can both
be seen as representatives of revisionist ideology. One
or the other presents itself as more or less Jdangerous
at different periode in the revolutionary process,

** Capitalist-roader refers to a person taking the cap-
italist road rathexr than the socialist road.
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Often appearing”more left than.

to the enemy in the old days.
ficial to the people during the Anti-Japanese War
the People's Liberation, But after Liberation, ag
result of not studying Marxism-Lenlnigm seriously,
did not understand the class struggle and didn't
through the revisionist line,
chi closely. But we must judge people by thelr
history to digtinguish between friends and

Party."

texr poster at Peking University in May 1966

tion emanated from educational ingtitutions, the

lier
of the Cultural Revolution - might shed more light
the courge this Revolution took,

tural Revolution?"

lowing the call of the Party, our
character pogters,

and broadcast on radio. Neaxly all the teachers

verasity) couldn't play the same role.,
set up a new organization, a Cultural Revolution
mittee elected by the masges.*

"This Committee included students, teachers
workers at the University.
committee
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* see note on next page,

He did many things bene-

and
a
he
fnee

So he followed Liu Shao-

whole
ensmies.
What we say 1s that although Teng Hgiao-ping committed

many crimes, he has recognized hig majgtakes and he is
not an enemy. He 1a:ti111 Vice Premier of the State
Council and a member of the Central Committee of the

Since many obgervers date the staxt of the Cultural
Revolution with the appearance of the first big-charac-
and
gince much of the activity during the Cultural Revolu-
full
interview on the subject with the profegsor quoted ear-
- a professor at Peking University since the start

on

"What happened at Peking Univeruity during the Cul-

"Becaune of the advocacy of the Liu Shao-chi revisg-

ionist line, class gtruggle at the University wag
very strong. Ve saw that we would have to transform the
superstructure and criticise bourgeois ideology., Fol-

gchool had bhig-
They were published in newspapers
and
students were active in exposing the revigsionist 1line,
The o0ld adminigtration and Party Committee (of the Uni-
In its place we
Com-

and
In the early stagesof this
it led the revolutionary masgaesslt organized



Red Cualds to go everywhere throughout the countrys; but
because those in power gtill had capitalist ideas, they
could not, as Chairman HMao gays, 'divide themselves into
two'. So they couldn't absorb the criticism of the

magses.

"Many factions developed which then coalesnced into
two. Tn this case, the two factions were called 'New
Peking Univernity Commune Red Guards' and 'Chingkang
Mountain Troop'. (That was a revolutionary base in the
1930's.) The leaders of these two factions gradually
became divorced from the masses. The oxientation, how=-
ever, was really the same fox bothsy each faction tought
of themselves as revolutionary and the other as reac-
tionary. They called each other 'Kuomintang'.** They
didn't see their own bourgeols ideas.”

**H************-X-****************-)(-*******

*From previous page

The term "masses" in China can refer to the people of a
particular unit, in thig case, Peking University. Or it
can refer to all the -oxdinary peovle. The lattex is
sometimes expressed by the term "broad masses."

#% The Kuomintang was the Natlonalist Party, vhich suc-
ceeded in overthrowing the last Dynasty of China and
establishing a republic in 1911, It was led by Dr Sun
Yat-sen., The Chinese still consider him ag a progres-
sive nationalist, Under hig leadership the Kuomintang
formed an alliance with the Communist Party in 1923,but
he died soon after and the leadership of the Party went
to Chiang Kai-shek., Under Chiang, the Kuomintang
changed its progressive character and became the deadly
enemy of the Communist Paxtiy. After two civil wars
between them which were interrupted from 1939 to 1945
when they formed a shaky alllance againgt the Japanese
jnvaders, the Communists finally defeated the Kuomin-
tang in 1949 and establis~ed The People's Republic of
Cchina. The Kuomintang fled to the Chinese igland o Tai-
wan and proclaimed it the geat of government for  what
they call The Republic of China., For a long while,
both wEgimes claimed to be the sole legitimate  govern-
ment of all of China, but more recently this gituation
has dramatically changed in favor of the government of
the People's Republic in Peking,
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"How did the forces line up?" I asked, "Almosti all
of the students were involved and they were equally di-
vided, Some faculty joined, some vacillated between
which faction was more popular at any particular tine.

"Did they engage in violence?" "The atiuy

very complicated., The young students had revolifiin:;?
enthugsiasm but lacked the experience of class strugegle.
So they were easglly deceived by bad elements whichatir-
red up dissention. Bach faction always thought of them-
selves ag completely 1ight and the others as completely
wrong, They attacked each other and called each other
names., At first the attacks were only oral, Later they
became vhysical, The reason for the fighting.was that
the bad elements convinced the gtudents that that was
the only way to be a true 1evolutionary. They said

'Get 1eady to fight because they will fight you.'® '

"How widesipread wag the fighting?" "Thosse who
participated in the fighting were very few in  number,
Most disagreed with this method and urgec forr discuﬂs{-
ion, Out of approximately 10,000 students, 2000 teach-
erss and geveral thousand woxkers, only one to two hun-
dred toolk mpart in any fighting - about one pexcent.”

"Hew wass it ressolved?" "After Chairmen lao
insued the call foxr the working class to give Jeader-

‘ghip to everything, the warkers' teams entered the uni-

veraity. They did much to #solve these avestiong

Through patient discussion and persuasiion they made it
clear that the two factionn had the game orientation,
Both of them were basically revolutionaxy, and both of
them were making the same errors. Theefore, they must
each criticise themselves first. Undexr the influence
of the workerrs, the gtudents did gelf-criticismg and 1e-
turned to class. They 'made revolutiodn in their clasases

B O R A g e o T L RS R B I R U R R
*

"Making revolution in the classioom”

3130k was a wide-gpread
phenomenon at this point in e Cultural Revolutilc)m as
it ig still today in China, It refers to ecriticig-

ing and revolutionizing the methods
g and 2
the educational system. objectives of
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Very good friends who had been treating each other as
enemies now started to recognize thelr own mistakes and
they became friends again.”

"yaa there violence againgt the workers as at
Tainghua University®" % "Most welcomed the workers, A
handful of bad elements resigted but there was mw firing
here., No one was seriously injured or killed. You :ee,
the workers' team went to Tginghua Tniversity (ixst.
So the gtudents had learned from thei:r eitperience.

"After the unity of students here, we could  pre-

pare for revolutionizing education, Therefore, without

the leadership of the workers, we wouldn't have been
able to transform our education,” **

R e S e S RS S T
*Tginghua, located in Peking, is a renowned university
of sclence and engineering. Esaentially the same ev-
ents took place ag at Peking University, but the fight-
ing there was very intense for three months, A small
number of students as well as workers from among  the
workers' teams which entered the campus to gtop the
fighting were actually killed.

** Yhile the Cultural Revolution made a tremendous im-
pact on the educational syatem, it was by no means on-
fined to the schools., Workers in factoriesand pasants
on communes varticipated actively in criticising 1re-
vigionism, As wlth the gtudents, the criticism, dic-
cugaion and persuasion A13 not constitute a  vague or
abgtract exercige in pure theoretical considerations,
but were rather directly related to the circumstances
people found themsielves in. HMany factovies, for juat
one example, had instituted a bonus gystemy workers in
such factories debated long hours about ity implica-
tions and consequences., Would bonusses deepen prolet-
arian consciousness (was such an arrangement revoluti-
onary?) or would they breed competition, privilege and
divisiveness among the workers (was it 1evisionigt?).
In this particular case, the verdict that finally em-
erged was that a bonus system was revisionist, and
therefore it wag discontinued, This and manv other such
decigions that were eventually reached are being im-
plemented in practice, Thus the lives of peodle in all
gpheres of activity have been profoundly affected ag a
regult of the Cultural Revolution.
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Through Cultural Revolutions Clags Struggle Continues

Many people outside of China tend to identify the
Cultural Revolution with the 1966-1969 period, But
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of the nig-
60's was a stage. a spectacular stage, an ideologically
heightening stage in China's process of creating a
people’'s society. This was a stage that fas profound,
enduring and creative effects on the lives of the peo-
ple of China, The Cultural Revolution wag  bagically
a part of a continuing process in which there will be
moxre gtages, more culfural-revolution stages,.*

The Chinese have a profound senge of process; they
know the Great Proletarian Cultuiel Revolution did not
mark the end of the class struggle; they know clasa
struggle has long existed throughout the world and will
not end until there is a world-wide end to clasges,

The Chinege caution that the Cultural Revolution
must not be mistaken as even closely aporoaching the
final battle in the class struggle., Without in any
senge whatsoever belittling the sienificance of the
Cultural Revolution they gee it merely one of many
high points in the ongoing clasgs struggle,

The issue of who will win in the revolution

can only be settled over a long historical

pexriod, and if things are not propexly

handled, it is possible for a capitalist re-

gtoration to take place at any time......The

struggle between the two classes, the prole-

tariat and the bourgeoisie, and between: ihe

two roads, the socialist and the capitalist,

w11l be long, complex and acute throughout

the period of socialism, This gtrugegle 1is

focused on the question of political power

After the proletariat hag seized  political

power, it ig still possible for it to  lose

it. (30)

B R R R e o a2 L 2 B TR TR S T

* Indeed, the cuxrent ideological campaign againgt
the influence of Lin Plao'e# ideology and the intenge-
ification of the analysis of Confucian thought is a
vaxrt of the ongoing cultural revolution,
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In the spring of 1969 Chairman Maoc Tsetungieminded
the P2ovle of Chinas

We have won a great victory. But the de-
feated class will still stiuggle. These
veople are atill around and this  class
atill exists, Therefore, we cannot
apeak of final victory. Not even for
decades, We must not lose our vigilance.
ssssThe final vietory of a socialist co-
untry not only requires the efforts of
the proletariat and the broad masses of
the people at home, but also involves the
victory of the world revolution and tne
abolition of the system of exploitation
of man by man over the whole globe, upon
which aTl mankind will be emancipated.
Therefore, it 18 wrong to speak 1lightly
of the 1inal victory of the 1revolution
in our country; it doeg not conform +to
facts. (31)

Consistent with the analysis of Lenin, +he Chinese
hold that in the age of imverlialism it is imposaible to
achieve clagslessness in one society, Imperialism has
given rise to a capitalist ¢laom that operates on all
frontiers, and thisg clase will continue its efforts to
make and maintain inroads into all countries as long as
i+ exigts as a clasa, Thug no revolution is siecure
until all exploiting clagses everywhere have been elim-
inated.

This analysis hasg led many outsiders to clalm that
China 18 expansioniat and "exports revolution", The
Chinese, to the contrary, claim that 1eal revolutionan
only be made by the people concerned, that no one else
~an do 1t for them. A vigitor to China who spoke to a
number of orficials on this point reports their  vosi:-
tion: "We always have believed,.,.that revolution can-
not be exported, The people of each country must rely
on their own correct line in winning., Only by creating
their own revolution, depending vprimarily on them-
gselves, can a people truly gain freedom." (32)
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The Chinese Governmentles meticulously applied its
five principles of coexigtence with other countries
gince they wexe first put forth in 1955: mutual respect
for - each other's territorial integrity and sovern-
eignty, mutual non-aggreassion, mutual ron-interference
in each other's internal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit, and peaceful coexzistence,

The Chinesse see that their major contributions to
revolutionary movements are, firgst as an example, not
to be copied in detail but to serve as an emcouragement
to others of what can be accomplished within a dictdtor-
ghip of the proletarilat; Second, as lending moral sup-
port to revolutionary movementss and thimd, as giving
material aid as in Vietnanm,

TInternally, the long-range view of clasga struggle
1ooks ahead to more cultural revolutions on the horiz-

on,

The present great cultural revolution is
only the first; there will inevitably
be many more in the future,...No one in
the Paxrty or among the people should
think that everything will be all rignt
after one or two great cultural revolu-
tions, or three or four, (33)
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A SUMMARIZATION

Mao and his followers recognized that old ideas
do not die eagily. They decided to launch the Cul-
tural Revolution when they saw the growing influence
of revisionist ideology. If the ideology of the
people were to continue to develop along this 102d the
economic control by the proletariat over the meansg o
production and therefore their own political power,
their dictatorship, would likely be undermined and
eventually defeated, The revisionist forces  were
waging a vigorous class struggle, and if the prole-
tariat failed to recognize this and failed to fight
back with equal vigor, the Chinese people would have
faced the defeat of soclalism,

The situation was thought by the revolutionary
leaders to be of serious enough proportions to war-
rant a full-scale mobilization of the populationjthe
people had to see and grapple with revigionlst, that
ig bourgeois, ideology first hand if they were to
understand it, and to thoroughly criticize and repu-
diate 1t. Only by such means could they heighten
their consciousness and deepen proletarian ideology.

None of these objectives would have been
achieved if Mao had defined thia vroblem ag capable
of asolution merely through "inner-Party strueggle,"
The problem was creat; the path chosen for golving
it had to be erua? to the problem, That is wny Mao
and his followers arrived at no less a strategy than
revolution, vrevolution involving the whole peonle.

Revigsionism emanated from and was directed by
thoge holding high vositions in the Government and
Party who were therefore in positions to wield con-
flderable influence. The Cultural Revolution gimi-
larly emanated from and was directed by others, the
revolutionary forces, in equally as important posii-
tions,
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In launching this revolution Mao saw the poten-
tial danger of the masses dissipating their enerzy
golely on the criticism and repudiation of officials
and leadexrs in lesser” vositions, Becausie revigion-
igt leaders exiated at all levels, this was seen an
a necessnary vart of the orocesn, but by itself not
gufficient, The leaders of the counter-revolution
had to be recognized for what they were and 1ooted
out, This im why Mao directed the masges to bombard

the headquarters.

The successful defeat of the leading advocates
of revisionism marks the gucceas of the Cultural
Revolution, Through thls guccess. the earliexr suc-
cesages 1n the transformation of political and economic
structures have been made more secure, though by no
means safe for all time as the Chinese
themsnielves recognize. Revolutions had already been
won in these spheres, The dangexr was not there, ag
much ag it was in the developing ideas of narirow
self-intereat at the expense of the class or collec-
tive interests of the great majorifty. TUnchallenged
however, such ideas would have eventually undone
economic and volitical galns, because people would
have increasingly put the revisionist ideas of "self
first" into pragtice.

So tov priority in this phase of the class
atrugele was not to change political or economic
structures as such, but rather those institutions
that most completely, directly and immediately shape
ideans - education, literature., art, the popular
media. ete . Making the superstructure the focal
voint of intense class struggle - in other woxds,
having a cultural revolution - represents an en-
tirely new development in the theory and practice of
soclalist revolution,

This historically unprecedented and perhaps first
of many such revolutions in China ig called The Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, It is congidered
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GREAT because of the breadth of the people it encom-
pasges and the depth of ideas and practices it chal-
lengesn; considered PROLETARIAN because that 1is the
class that leads the struggle and in whose interest
1t 1s wagedsy considered CULTURAL because culture 1in
the broadest sense of the superstructure is the arena
of the struggle; and considered REVOLUTION because
1% is a thoroughgoing attack on and overthrow of the
ideological power of a potentially exploiting class,

(34)

"Happine.u"
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that TIME was the only one printing such reports;
on the contraxy it 1is gelected because it 1iag 1re-
presentative of what the mass circulation media
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