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second class citizen and on her accomplishment as a
consumer able to attract and satisfy men,

Even in much of the current social protest and
revolutionary movements in the United States women
experience the patronizing and exploitating attit-
ude of male left-liberal and radical leaders, "He
will keep quiet while you speak and may eren gilve a
quick acknowledgment that some nolse bas occured,
He will patronize and move on,,.He will note your
energy,.,and then will coopt you, You will end up
working for him,"(Marge Piercy Liberation 11/'69)

In much of women's struggle against these 1in-
equalities and injusticgs men have been seen as the
"enemy" - but the Struggle must be seen on a far
deeper level - as the women of China have demonstr-
ated,

The transformation of China's semi-feudal soc-
iety to a soclalist society is a profound revolut-
ion, striking at the age-long roots of women's inf-
erior status in class society,

Far Fast Reporter presents some of the high-
lights of this great change in the status of women
in China and believes that the process of this
great change has relevance for the struggle for
women's liberation taking place :in he united Rates
today,

The Chinese Women's Struggle

If ever any women needed liberation it was the
women of feudal and colonial China, the China that
existed up to 1949, when a socialist China - The
People's Republic of China - came into being,

Women's Status Under the 01d China

Feudal Conditions, Teng Ying-chao, an old rev-

olutionary, one of the few women to have survived
the Long March of the thirties, described the old
system under which Chinese women lived: "A special

feature of the feudal marriage system in China was
that marriages were arbitrarlly arranged by parents,
and forced on their children, Marriage was a sort of

bargain, Girls were usually betrothed in  their
early childhood by arrangements of thelr parents who
would receive money and gifts as a betrothal marri-

age present, Not only was this kind of marriage
not free but it was also contracted on the basis of
the superiority of men over women, Many were the

victims of this system, Many were the unhappy cou-
ples forced to live under the same roof with  their
parents while their hearts were far apart,,.,...Women
were required to 'follow thelr husbands no matter
what their lot', as the saying went.,. A woman was
required to wear widow's weeds for the rest of her
life - *tc die faithful to one's husband and not +to
remarry'. A woman divorced by her husband was an ob-
ject of contempt, An old Chinese saying was,'A wife
married is like a pony bought; I'll ride her and
whip her as I like' - a vivid description of the
position of women in old China, They were not amly
denied political and economic rights and held inser-
vitude but were also stripped of the right to man-
age dally domestic affairs, At home their husbands

could and did beat them and curse them; and the
parents-in-law were free to insult them with impun-
ity. The sufferings endured by luckless daughters-
in-law were proverbial, Such miseries resulted in



unhappy family 1life filled with sorrow and hatred,
And this in turn had its direct adverse effect on

the physlcal and mental health of the younger gener-
ation,"

To appreciate how this old Chilna affected the
1ife and status of even a modern and educated woman
read Han Suyin's story of her life with her husband
in "Birdless Summer,"

Bourgeois Conditionin Semi-Colonial China, In
additlon to China's age-long feudal soclety there al-
so existed a bdurgeols society 1in semi-colonial
China: so the impact of capltalism was also present,
Mary Endicott, in "Five Stars Over China" quotes a
young woman Chinese friend: "If a capltalist family
had wealth and a big house, then the members werea-

ways thinking about money and wanting more things.
Greed and envy enter into their lives and they are
constantly anxious lest they lose their money, Such
a home is usually self-centered and unhappy, On
the other hand, if a capitalist family has a small
house, the individual members are cramped for room;
there is anxiety over insufficient income, or héw
to meet illness and misfortune, There is no room
for children to get rid of surplus energy; they dis-
turb every one or else they go outside into the dan-
gers of the street or anti-social gangs, The rother
is worn out trying to make ends meet and maintain a
happy home for her family in such surroundings, Her
mind is confined to dealing with trivialities which
dwarf the development of her personality, Women need
to be emancipated from the drudgery and narrow con-
fines of a small home or the boredom and parasitical
position 1n the big house,

So China, semi-feudal and semi~colonial had two
kinds of social order, both kinds subjecting women
to narrow, frustratea, self-eentered lives,

This semi-colonial China was a China exploited

by foreign Mmperialists and their native Chinese coll=-
aborators (compradores who acted as agents for the
foreigners and the local Chinese capitalists), Tens,
if not hundreds, of thousands of Chinese women Ve~
came factory workers sufferingan additional subject-
ion to an unjust soclal oxder,

Women, Along With Men, Worked For A Change

Madame Sun Yat-sen writes about labor women in
the struggle against the old, "During the 1lst World
War our industrialists were able to build many new
factories, A natural accompaniment was the rise of
a labor movement,,.,China began to witness not only
the outstanding deeds of individual women but also
examples of heroic activity by women in the mass
striving to create a better Republic,..,Women who
during the past two years™, wrote Mme Sun in 1927
*have marched down the streets of Canton, Changsha,
Wuhan and scores of other citles, large and small,
in south and central China, are not the same women
they were two years ago, I have seen working women
in China hobbling along on their bound feet in work-
e1s parades, many of them wearing union badges."

(In The Struggle For New China)

And Mme Sun writes of all the kinds of women
in the struggle against ‘the old: "Tens of thousands
of worker, peasant and student women participated In
the great military campaligns for the eradication of
northern war-lords in 1925-1927....In the course of
the struggle large numbers of girls from field and
factory grew from the status of semi-slaves and the
stupor of endless toil to full human stature and
leadership,”

e struggle agalnst Japan in 1939 Mme Sun
wroteO?:Ottz: Chinegi womers are taking a full part in
our country's fight for sqrvival. On every front
there are thousands of girls in uniform; some have
engaged in actual fighting, Others perform auxiliary



duties in the line of fire. In the rear our women
have shouldered the tremendous task of providing care
for our wounded, winter clothing four our armies,
shelter and education for our war orphans, and cult-
ural activities to teach our people the meanin§ of
their struggle.," (The Struggle For A New China

When Anna Louise Strong asked one of these cult-
ural activities workers, "What do you tell peasant
women?" the answer was, "Our work is to organize the
women, We explain first the difference between  the
northern troops and our revolutionary forces, We
tell them we come to save them from oppression and to
bring a new way of thinking, We explain that men and
women are equal now, that even though you are a woman
you are still a person, We say they have a duty to
society and not only to husbands.( Emphasis &dded,.ed)
Tt is a good thing to ask advice of your .parents ab-
out your marriage, but not to let the parents decide
everything concerning it, We explain the the new doc-
trine of free choice in marriage , that young folks
have the right to select their own 1life partners, We
also explain that, by the new law, women may inher;t

property; and we say that the feet of young girls
must not be bound,"(China's Millions)

Already these young patriots were beginning to
see some of the details of the new life,

Women Were Betrayed

Though women had participated militarily and
culturally in the struggle against Japan for national
survival and agsinst the domestic war-lord SYSUE™,
they were betrayed by the Chiang Kai-shek Kuomintang
Government, a more centralized war-lord government,
which was established in 1928, Women had fought and
helped the soldiers not only for national survival
but also for a new and more just social order, But
the Kuomintang rulers persisted in the feudal and the
bourgeois attitude toward and treatment of women,

‘Mme Sun writes of. some of this betrayal by the
Kuomintang Governments "In the summer of 1940 women
who had worked faithfully since the outbreak of
the war (against Japan), carrying on through re-
peated evacuations, bombings and war-time economic
earthquakes, began to feel once more the weight of
the o0ld pre-war type of discrimination, The post-
office for instance declared that it would no long-
er employ married women, Educational projects of
the YWCA in the countryside were closed, A meeting
of all women's organizations in the capital, Chung-
king, was called to devise measures of gelf-prot—-
ection and immedliately attracted the attention of
the secret police and pressure-group political man-
ipulators,,..A wave of arrests throughout the coun-
took in many workers in women's organizations," (In
The Struggle For A New China)

Mme Sun gives an 1llustration showing the old
attitude; earlv in 1941 the Kuomintang called a
conference of women's work leaders,"The official con-
vening message had this to say: 'It is harmful for
every woman to strive to take part in politics; wrk
in the woman's movement should be concerned with
general educatlen, vocational training, women's
services and welfare and family problems, The
women's movement will have succeeded when

women
reach the level of men in character, knowledge,
physical condition and technical abilities,”

Women were learning the bitter lesson that

mere reforms, even though they had helped to brinmg
them about, would not liberate them from an unjust
soclety,

Women Were Becoming Politically Educated

These women who participated in the patriotic
military struggles against old conditions and for
the survival of their country, women who joined in
labor struggles, women who experienced frustration
in public and political activity were never to be



the same, They were inflamed by the attitude of the
then current ruling forces and at the same time ed-
ucated about the nature of their soclety.

The Need For REVOLUTIONARY Change

Mme Sun, herself an early revolutionary, noted
at the time: "The fighting record of our women does
not permit us to believe that they will ever allow
themselves to be enslaved, either by a national en-
emy or by social reaction at home,,One of the prin-
cipal tasks of the Revolution in China is the eman-
cipation of over two hundred million women from the
bondage of semi-feudal and medieval social ideas
and customs, As long as thls great human mass- it
is half the population of China - is not liberated,
a real revolutlonary change, not only 4in the 1in-
stitutions of the country but in the general life
and thought of the people, will not be effected,"

Mme Sun had noted that none of the bourgeois
revolutions of the 17th and 18th centurles that .
took place in England, France and America had re-
sulted in the emancipation of women, They did not
change the class nature of soclety.

Chinese women were not to be content wth rev-
olution which meant men simply putting power into
the hands of some other group of men, What they
needed was the kind of revolution that would in-
volve all of society and would change the very mt-
ure of that society: abolish the feudal-bourgeois
social order and create a people's order.

A New Social Order

In 1949 the old feudal, chauvinistic,bureaucr-
atic-capitalist order was ended and a People's Gov-
ernment came into being, Mao Tze-tung said, "The
Chinese people have stood up; we will never ggain be

an insulted people" - and this included the status
of women,

The New Marriage Law

Within seven months of the establishment of the
new Government the formal charter for the liberation
of women was promulgated - The Marriage Law of the
People's Republic of China,

The new law was no document arbitrdrily put on
the law books, Preparation for it had begun before
1049; it had taken seventeen months to draft, with
the drafting done under the direction of the law-
drafting organs and women's organizations, assisted
by various departments concerned, All these bodies
repeatedly studied and discussed marital data coll-
écted in cities and rural areas, the past marriage
laws of the Liberated Areas (which had preceded the
establishment of the new social order for the whole
of China and had a population of ninety million), as
well as the marriage laws of the other and older soc-
ialist countries,

After the first draft had been prepared, forums
were held to ascertain the views of the various pol-
itical parties (there were ten politieal varties.in-
cluding the leading Communist Party) and the people's
organizations (there were over a dozen),

The draft underwent final amendments in two
forums participated in by members of the Standing
Committee of the First National Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference,
members of the Central People's Government and mem-
bers. of the Government's Administrative Council, It
was then submitted to the Central People's Govern-
ment Council and approved at its 7th meeting, and
officially promulgated on May first 1950,

This Marriage Law was no pre-conceived ideal-
istie document thrown as a sop to women  or pushed
through by a feminist lobbys it was the fruit of
years of struggle, the experience of the 90,000,000
peopie in the Liberated Areas, of thorough discuss-
ion and study of relevant data by a wide coss-gsect-
ion of the population and by official and popular
bodies,



THE MARRIAGE LAW

OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Chapter 1
General Principles

The feudal marriage system which is is based
on arbitrary and compulsory arrangements and the
superiority of man over woman and ignores the child-
ren's interests shall be abolished,

Article 2

Bigamy, concubinage, child betrothal,interfer-
ence with the remarriage of widows,and the exaction
of money or gifts in connection with marriages shall
e prohibited,

Chapter 2
The Marriage Contract

Article 3

Marriage shall be based onthe complete wlling-
ness of the two parties, Neither party shall use
compulsion and no third party shall be allowed to
interfere,

Article 4

A marriage can be contracted only after the
man has reached 20 years of age and the woman 18
years of age,

Article 5

No man or women shall be allowed to marry in
any of the following instances:

a) Where the man and woman are lineal relat-
ives by blood or where the man and woman are
brother and sister born of the same parents or
where the man and woman are half-brother and
half-sister, The question of prohibiting marr-

10

iage between collateral relatives by blood (up
to the fifth degree of relationship) is to be
determined by custonm,
b) Where one party, lecause of certain phys-
ical defects, 1s sexually impotent,
¢) Where one party is suffering from vener-
eal disease, mental disorder, leprosy or any
other disease which is regarded by medical sc-
ience as rendering a person unfit for marriage,

Article 6

In order to contract a marriage, both the man
and the woman shall register in person with the Peo-
ple's Government of the district or hsiang in which
they reside. If the marriage is found to be in con-
formity with the provisions of this Law, +the local
people's government shall, without delay, issue the
marriage certiflcates,

If the marriage is found not to be in conform-
ity with the provisions of thils Law, registration
shall not be granted.

Chapter 3
Rights and Duties of Husband and Wife

Article 7

Husband and wife are companions living togeth-
er and shall enjoy equal status in the home,

Article 8

Husband and wife are in duty bound to love,
respect, assist and look after each other, to 1ive
in harmony, to engage in productive work, to care
for the children and to strive jointly for the wel-
fare of the family and for the building up of the

new society,

Article 9
Both husband and wife shall have the richt to

1



free choice of occupation and free participation in
work or in social activities,

Article 10

Both husband and wife shall have equal rights in
the possession and management of family property,

Article 11

Both husband and wife shall have the right +to
use hls or her own family name,

Article 12

Both husband and wife shall have the right to
inherit each other's property,

Chapter 4
Relations Between Parents and Children

Article 13

Parents have the duty to rear and to educate
their children; the children have the duty to supp-
ort and to assist their parents, Nelther the par-
ents nor the children shall maltreat or desert one
another,

The foregoing provision also applies to foster-
parents and foster-children, TInfanticidely drowning
and similar criminal acts are strictly prohibited,

Article 14

Parents and children shall have the right to
inherit one another's property,

Article 15

Children born out of wedlock shall enjoy  the
same rights as chlldren born in lawful wedlpck, No
person shall be allowed to harm them ordiscriminate
against them.

Where the paternity of a child born out o wed-
lock is legally established by the mother of the
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child or by other witnesses or by otner material
evidence, the identified father must bear the whole
or part of the cost of maintenance and education of
the child until the age of 18,

With the consent of the mother, the natural
father may have custody of the child,

With regard to the maintenance of a child born
out of wedlock, in case the mother marries, the
rovisions of Article 22 shall apply.

Article 16

Hushand and wife shall not maltreat or discrim-
inate against children born of a previous marriage.

Chapter 5

Divorce

Article 17

Divorce shall be granted when the husband and
wife both desire it, In the event of either the
husband or the wife alone insisting on divorce, it
may be granted only when mediation by the dtstriet
people's government and the judicial organtas fail-
to bring about a reconciliation,

In cases where dlvorce is desired by both nus-
band and wife, both parties shall register with the
district people's government in order fo obtaindiv-
orce certificates, The district people's goverment
after establishing that divorce is desired by hoth
parties and that appropriate measures have taken
for the care of children and property , shall issue
the divorce certificates without delay,

When only one party insists on divorce, the
district people's government may try to effect a
reconciliation, If such mediation fails, it shall,
without delay, refer the case to the county or mun-
icipal people's court for decision, The district



people's government shall not attempt to prevent or
obstruct either party from appealing to the county
or minicipal people's courts. 1In dealingwith a div=-
orce case, the county or municipal people's court
must, in the first instance, try to bring about a
reconciliation between the parties. In case such
mediation fails, the court shall render a verdict
without delay,

In the case where, after divorce, bot@ husbang
and wife desire the resumption o m.rita'.l mlation.;
they shall apply to the district people sgwernmen-
for a reristration of remarriage. The districtg;o
ple's go&ernment shall accept such a registration
and issue certificates of remarriage.

Article 18

The husband shall not apply for divorce when
his wife is with child, He may apply for divorce
only a year after the birth of the child, In the
case of a woman applying for divorce, this estricte

jon does not apply.

Article 19

The consent of a member of the Tevolutionary
army on active service who maintains<nrrespondence
with his or her family must first be obtained bef-
his or her spouse can apply for divorce,

Divorce may be granted to the spouse d a mgm-
ber of the revolutionary army who does not write
to his or her family for a subsequent period of
two years from the date of the promulgationd this
Law, Divorce may also be granted to the spouse
a member of the revolutionary army who has  not
maintained correspondence with his or her family
for over two years prior to the promulgation of
this Law and who fails to correspond with his or
her family for a further period of one year subse-
quent to the promulgation of the present Law,
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Chapter 6 ,
Maintenance and Education of Childrer

After Divorce

Article 20

The blood ties between parents and children do
not end with the divorce of the parents, No matter
whether the father or the mother acts as guardian of
the children, they still remain the children of both
parents,

After divorce both parents still have the duty
to support and educate their children,

After divorce, the guiding principle is to dllow

the mother to have custody of a baby still Yeing
breast-fed, After the weaning of the child, if a
dispute arises between the two parties over the
guardianship and an agreement cannot be reached, the
people'’s court shall render a decislion in accordance
with the interests of the child,

Article 21

I1f, after divorce, the mother is given custody
of a child, the father shall be responsible for the
..... _e or part of the necessary cost of the mainten-
ance and education of the child, Both parties shall
reach an agreement regarding the amount and duration
of such malntenance and education, In the case where
the two parties fall to reach an agreement, the
people's court shall render a decision,

Payment may be made in cash, in kind, or by
tilling the land allocated to the child,

Such agreement reached between parents or a
decision rendered hy the people's court in connect-
ion with the maintenance and education of the child
shall not prevent the child from requesting either
parent to increase the amount decided upon by ggree-
ment or by judicial decision,

Article 22

In the case where a divorced woman remarries
and her husband is willing to pay the whole or part

15




of the cost of maintaining and educating the child
or children by her former hushand,the father of the
child or children is entitled to have such cost of
maintenance and education reduced or to be exempt-
ed from bearing such cost in accoriance with the
circumstances,

Chapter 7
Property And Maintenance After Divorce

Article 23

In case of divorce, the wife shall retain aich
property as belonged to her prior to her marriage,
The disposal of other frmily properties shall be
subject to agreement between the two partiess In
cases where agreement cannot be reached, the veo-
ple's court shall render a decision after #king in-
to consideration the actual state of the family
property, the interests of the wife and the child
or children, and the principle of Dbenefiting the
development of production,

In cases where the property allocated to the
wife and her child or children is sufficient for
the maintenance and education of the child or
children, the husband may be exempted from bearing
further maintenance and education costs,

Article 24

After divorce, debts incurred during the ®r-
iod of their married life together shall be paid
out of the property Jjointly acquired by  hushand
and wife during this period, In cases where no
such property has been acquired or in cases where
such property is insufficient to pay off such
debts, the husband shall be held responsible for
paying these debts, Debts incurred  separately
by the hushand or wife shall be paid off by  the
party responsible,
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Article 25

After divorce, if one party has not remarried
and has maintenance difficulties, the other party
shall render assistance, Poth parties shall work
out ap agreement with regard to the method and dir-
ation o assistance; 1in case an azreement eannot bz
r®ached, the people's court shall mmnder a decision

Chapter 8
By-Laws

Article 26

Per ons ‘iolating this Law all te punished i
accordance with the law, In cases where interfer-
ence with the freedom of marriage has caused death
or injury, the person gullty of such interferense
shall bear responsibility for the crime before the
law,

Article 27

This Law shall come into force from the date
of its promulgation, In regions inhabited ly nat-
ional minorities, the people's government (or the
Military and Administrative Comnittee) of the
Greater Administrative Area or the provincial peo-
ple's government may enact certain modifications ar
supplementary articles in conformity with the act-
ual conditions prevailing amon~ national minorit-
ies in regard to marriage., But such measures must
be submitted to the Government Administrative ppun-
¢11 for ratification bvefore enforcement,

A D i ki S b o S o o S S S e
Tour years later, in September 1054, the oon-
slitution of the People'’s Republic of China was
-

promulgated, Tt too explicitly affirmed the equ-
ality of women,

17



Article 96 of the Constitution states: "Women in
the People's Republic of China enjoy equal rightswith
men in all spheres of political, economic, cultural,
social and family 1life, The State protects marriage
the family and the mother and child,”

The New Family Life

The socialist home is based on the Marxist-Len-
inist maxim that the measure of liberation In mclety
is the standard of 1ife of the women, In socialist
soclety everybody works, for Communists believe the
basis of life is creative labor, The care of small
children 1s organized and thus the mother is is able
b take part in the building of the new society = in
activities outside her home, She is freed from the
narrow life in which she was dominated by thefamily-
first by her father, then by her husband, and,after
his death by her son,

Husband and Wife

Teng Ying-chao writes: "We hold that bhoth husb-
and wife should be united and live in harmony and
should love and respect each other, Of course we are
not talking about unity and harmony without princi-
ple, Criticism and self-criticism should iapply in
the relationship between husband and wife, Unity is
possible only when one side wages the essential and
proper struggle against the mistakes committed by
the other, The Marriage law stipulates that %both
husbands and wives should have the freedom to choose
occupations and to participate in social activities,
But in order to 'secure' their marriage some couples
try to 1limit each other's social activities; such
restrictions in fact cannot bring about real stabil-
ity in marital relationships, On the contrary,both
husbhand and wife should allow each other to choose
freely :his or her occupation and to take part freely
in social activities., This will enable them to impx-
ove themselves through work, and to have wide con~
tacts with people and to be good companions in their
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marriage. Of course it is not easy to do this,
Nevertheless, it can be realized step by step if
both husband and wife cultivate the new social mor-
ality,"

On the question of love, Tegg Ying-chao writes,
*Tt must be pointed out that love and marriage are
private affairs of the individuals and hould mt be
tnterferred with by others., If viewed more posit-
ively they are a part of the make-up of social life,

The smooth course of the 1love and marriage of the
individuals 1is essential to satisfactory social
1ife; nevertheless, we oppose the ideas that 'love
is supreme' just as much as we oppose those who
trifle with love,"

Edgar Snow notes “A new usage which indicates
change in status and feeling between men and women
in the word ‘*aj-jen'. It has replaced the exalted
‘fu-jen' and 'tal tal' formerly correct when armem-
ber of the gentry referred to another person's
wife, as well as such terms as 'lao po' meaning
'0ld stick' when a person hypercritically dsclaim-
ed a1y distinction in his own wife, 'Ai-jen' means
'beloved', It is now nearly universal among jyoung
people when either spouse speaks of the other,"(The
Other Side of the River)

Anna Louise Strong writes of "Women whose husb-
ands had grown away from them because they were tied
to house-hold chores, but who now have gained a new
companionship in studying.and going to meetings tog-
ether .,.One feels the yearning of many women who in
the past were unable to keep up with their husbands

in knowledge and development, aid so lst contact, Wt
who are now free to study as well as to work." (The
Rise of the People's Communes)

Children

Edgar Snow tells of special studies made by Dr
Denis Lazure, the distinguished Canadian child psy-
chiatrist. Dr Lazure was making a special study of
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changes in child attitudes toward the family and
state as a result of twelve years of revolutionary
orientation. There seems 'to be a\remarkable oap-
acity in these subjects to sublimate their aggress-
ive impulses to hard work and for personal improve-
ment and for the advancement of the country', Par-
ental figures 'are constantly perceived as affection-
ate and supportive, in marked contrast to North Am-
arican adolesceflts'......What Dr Lazure gscribed =

his ‘'most significant conclusion' about Chinése
youth was that 'their leaders have very effectively
accomplished the revolution of transferring the em-
otional investment formerly reserved for the family
to society as a whole and to the role which the in-
dividual will play in building his society'.," (The
Other Side of the River)

No Weakening of Family Ties

"Dr Lazure dismissed the belief that vthe mass
exodus of women to the factories and fields' is a
'principal factor in weakening family ties', He ob-
served that the mother is now ‘'ablet devotelerself
entirely to her children when she arrives home from
work,,,.The children and the teen-ager appear more
concerned with socilo-political themes than with the
conflicts which would exist with their parents',”
(Snow)

Tn December 1958 Anna louise Strong talked with
some of the 2000 women attending a congress in Pek-
ing, "Women were annoved at the comments madely Mr
Dulles and other foreigners about communes Yestroy-
ing the home', They insisted that 'home life 1s®t-
ter now' since so many sources of friction are re-
moved, They insisted that community dining rooms
nurseries. and kindergardens were conveniences that
made home 1life easier instead of destroying it,
They insisted firmly that they had 'freedom','(The
Rise of the People's Communesg
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The Basic Condition For Equality

In the rural areas the basic condition for equ-
ality, economic independence, was early provided in
the land reform program; land was divided and women
received their share as individuvals, not as members
of some man's family,

William Hinton in "Fanshen" describes what this
meant for women,"The right to own land and property
was the‘key to the liberation of women,.,.....On.one
issue they all agreeds women should be able to get
and keep a share in the land, In Chao Chen village
many women said, 'When I get my share I'll separate
from my husband, Then he won't oppress me any more,"

"In Chingtsun the work team found a woman whose
husband thought her ugly and wanted to divorce her,
She was very depressed until she learned that under
the Draft Law she could have her own share of land,
Then she cheered up immediately,'If he divorces me
never mind' she said 'I'11 get my share and the
children will get theirs, We can live a good 1life
without him', Another woman in the same illage had
already been deserted once; her second husband was
a local cadre, but he oppressed her, When a member
of the team visited her, she wept, 'Chairman Mao is
alright, but women are still in trouble' she said;
'We have no equality., We have to obey our husbands
because our life depends on them', After the new
law was explained to her she said, 'This is really
fine; I can have my own share now', Many women
said, 'After we get our own share we will be msters
of our own fate', Some were afraid they could not
do the field work necessary, but others said, 'What
difference does that make? Women depend on men but
50 do men depend on women. What women do around the
house is also labor and they can swap that for lab~
or in the flelds', One woman said 'Always before
when we quarreled my husband saild 'Get out of m¢
house' Now I can give it right back to him, T canp
say, 'Get out of my house yourself?!,

"Land reform had broken the patriarchal dgid-
ity of the family by granting property rights +to
women, " (Hintong
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The First Stage in the New China

A new China had begun to emerge - an ending of
feudalism and colonialism, This was the national
democratic stage in which important steps had heen
taken for the new society: the status of women and
the land reform, In this first stage the economic
goal was "land to the tillers", the complete end of
colonialism, and, regarding the relatively small nat-
ive capitalism, - its use, control and final elimin~
ation, The land- ownership power which gave freed-
om to women as individuals was expanded as Drivate-
ownership gave way to social-ownership through succ-
essive stages = mutual aild teams, cooperatives, ©ll-
ectives and finally, in 1958, to people's . communes.
Less and less could a man dictate to a wife as women
more and more participated as full membhers of a soc-
ialized society,

Yomen in both urban and rural areas, with their
new-won freedom proceeded to undergird and expand
thelr economic freedom by the creation of new cond-
itions - nurseries, kindergardens, schools, packaged
food in the stores, ready-made clothing,electricity,
piped water, public health measures, literacy and
Job=training technical classes

Liberation: An Ongoing Process

The remnants of a feudal outlook - the legacy of
two thousand years - naturally could not be el-
iminatel in a short time, The new Government re-
alized this: one of its very first regulations was
"Men and women are to be equal"; note the verb is
“"are to be", not "are", Equality omes not come by
Government fiat but only by a social process = in
which all, women and men, would participate.

Many feudal attitudes and thinking about women
still remained, It was not possible for a feudal-
minded population to quickly change to socialist M-
eas, habits, customs, relationships, The old hangs
on - as any observation of radio and TV  religious
programs in our highly scientific and materially ai-
vanced United States witnesses.,
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There were men quite socialist ln their publie
1life, but retaining feudal ideas, habits, attitudes
1n the home; there were home women clinging to feu-
dal ways because they knew no other,

In 1953 a nation-wide socialist education mov-
ment dealt with this situation - making a major
attack on the old concepts of relationships between
men and women, old ideas about women's place in
society, old concepts men had of themselves,

Men and women, both, had to understand the rec-
essity for ending feudal ideas and relationships,
ideas and relationships which if persisted in could
slow up the achleving of the new society. A man
tied down by a feudal-minded wife could mt give his
fullest energies to the bullding of the new;a moth-
e stiliimbedded in feudal deas could hamper the dev-
elopment of her children as citizens of a soclialist
China, A man still clinging to feudal elationships
could block the entry of his women-folk into the new
activities - and so lessen the constructive potent-
1al of his country, To build the new China -all -
men, women and children - must bring to this task
their fullest potential, Feudalism which curbed the
full potential of individuals must be ended scially
as well as economically and politically. The 1953
socialist education drive was not limited to Tbeing
carried out in terms of the individual man-woman
relationship, but was in terms of the larger con-
cepts building the new socialist soclety,

Society's Stake In The Marriage Relationship

The Marriage Law is explicit about the stake of
society in the marriage relationship, Article 8
states "Husband and wife are in duty bound o strive
jointly for,.,.the building up of the new society,"
Even divorce has to conform in terms of its impact
on the well-being of society.

Tn 1950 the Vice-President of the Peop}e's
Supreme Court wrotes "The new Law serves as an Iimp-
portant and sure guarantee for sociala emancipation
and paves the way for the wholesome development of
our future generations,"




The Significance of Women's Labor

In meeting the gigantic construction prohlems o®
the new China men and women are mobilized, Labor
activity results not only in material advantaces for
women but also in a social and citizenship status
never before experienced, Transient foreign doserv-
ers, visiting great construction projects involving
tens and even hundreds of thousands of workers,
delight in stressing the presence of women workers;
often they impute "a break-up of the Chinese fmily"
to this participation of women, But here are women
contributing thelr labor to tasks that wlll benefit
them as they never were benetitted before, For ex-~
ample, take what floods have meant in old China,

The nature of the o0ld society gave the feudal
ruling class, the landlords, the opportunity to en-
rich themselves when floods came: they acquired the
land of the peasants who were dispossed by the flood
which meant loss of homes, tools, animals, Whole
famllies became refugees, fleelng to the cities as
beggars, often selling their children for a few days
relief from starvation, But today: there is arew
China; the people stay on the land ad with the full
strength of their new Government they are tackling
the whole problem of water control, As Mme Sun
writes - "Flood - for centuries China ha¢& been aff-
licted with this menace,..now the situation is xre-
alistically met with the full strengph of the Peo-

prle's Government,.,They mobilized 4.600.000 men
and women and members of the People's Liberation
Army...They especially drew workers from among,

those hardest hit by the flood,,. Meetings wexe
held at every .level, from small groups to huge area
mass gatherings," Every detail was carefully dis-
cussedi"the job to be accomplished, why they were
mobilized, how they would get paid, what their work
would mean to thelr future and the future of the
country, The result was inspired creative work,"
(The, Struggle For New China)

These were women and men not just working, but
through participation and discussion developing their
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citizenship and political consciousness; no longer
are polities, economies and ideolsgy the sole prov-
ince of the male citigzen,

Anna Louise Strong writest "The orhanizationd
the communes has probably addeds close to a hundred
million women to China's available labor force,, To
many American women these jobs will not only  sSeem
unwomanly, even degrading, no road to Utopia,but "to
the breakdown of health, As for health they think
they are better protected than when they came as
child-brides to the rule of their mothers-in-law,.,
The rules to protect women's health are devised by
the women's own committees. Three universally acc-
gtedrules are - that women shall work in no wet
places during menstruation time, that expectant mo-
thers shall have light work, and working mothers
shall have work near their homes, The women in
Chiné's communes can point not only to maternity
leave .on pay but also to the rapid growth of a sys-
tem of maternity care no country in history has set
up in such a short period, if indeed, at all." And
as to the charge that labor for womenis "degrading”
Miss Strong continues, "Chinese women will reply
that women have always done the hard, unrewarding
jobs of the world and that they now seek no special
privilege but recognition of the dignity of their
labor and equality with men in all the choices of
1ife,"(The Rise of the People's Communes )

China is a socialist country - a worker's soc-
iety., "The dictatorship of the proletariat" means
that the workers, and not any boursgeols techmical
elite, are the rulers, Every one.is a worker,
There is no place for parasites in a socialist sec-
iety. Chinese women, freed from the ola, will
never take second place in any soclal order; they,
with men, will have the dignity of labor as soc-~
ialist citizens,

The Struggle For Liberationt The "Enemy"?

Women's protests and struggles against the in-
equalities, injustices and oppressions of society
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if they are to give women their rightful place must
be directed at the kind of society which produces
exploitation, frustration and chauvinistic men,

Mme Sun clearly recognized the enemies against
vhich the women's liberation movement had to strive,
"These enemies are foreign imperialism and the re-
sulting colonialism and the home=-grown feudalism,"
Tn other words, the enemy was the kind of soclety
that oppresses people, men as well as women, "We
apprehended long ago that the women of Asia  cannot
expect sympathy from the imperialists in their fight
to liberate themselves..,You have but to witness how
the imperialists treat women in their own countries

Mme Sun goes on: "From the very start our women

fought not under the banner of a barren feminism but
as part and parcel of the democratic movement as a
whole," (The Struggle For A New China) "“The Woman's
Movement must be closely linked with the movement ®Br
national liberation, Isolated it will get nowhere,
Without national independence and national liber-
ation it is impossible for women to liberate  them-
selves." (Teng Ying-chao) (Emphasis added,,,.....ed)

William Hinton writes in "Fanshen":"It would be
very one-sided to imply that the only goal of  the
Woman's Association was equality for women, Without
the successful transformation of society,without the
completion of the land reform, without the victorious
defense of the Liberated Areas against the  probing
attacks;of the Nationalist Army it was impossible to
talk of the liberation of women, Many women wealized
this as if by intuition, and they made the Woman's
Association an instrument for mobilizing the power o
women behind the revolution in all its aspects......

All their activities were intimately linked up with
the struggle for equality, with the demand on the
part of the women that they should no longer he +tr-
eated as chattels,....lf this demand alarmed the men
the all-out support the women gave to the over-all
revolutionary goals disarmed them and won from them a
grudgzing admiration, In their hearts theylad © amit

that they could not win without the help of 'half
China',"
26

A People's Society Emerges In China

There have been two stages in the buildiw~- of
the new China, the firat was the national democratlq
stage - freedom from the old, from foreigndomination
and the establishment of a democratic order, This
stage gave women the basis for political and  econ-
omic liberation and full social participation, China
is now in the second stage of her heroic and dgantic
struggle - the building of a sociallst China.

China is not making the mistake of , exchanging
an oppressive feudal system for an oppressive capit-
alist system, The new, the socialist, system is
liberating both men and women from the oppressions
of the 0ld and releasing the potentials of all  her
people, Socialism, not capitalism nor any reforms
within the capitalist system, offers the possibility
of a social order that brings out the highest creat-
ive potential of all its members,

Let two of China's leading revolutionary women
tell what the struggle - of men and women - has
achieved, Mme Sun: "In my opinion, the greatest
change in China since the historlc date of October
firet 1949 is that for the first time in our entire
existence the title by which our countrv is knowr
has the word 'people' in it," Mme Chou En-lai
(Teng'Ying-chao)s."Our struggles Mave established n
a nation-wide scale the people's democratic dictat-
orship., The people's democratic republic has been
founded, Today the people's state places. the nter-
ests of the people - and this includes the interests
of women - in the first place."

Tn October 1969 China celebrated twenty years
of the new China, The Creat Proletarian Cultural
Revolution of the three previous years had affirmed
the strength of the socialist nature of her new c-
iety, China's socialism had matured and advanced
to a stage where the forces and factors that would
lead her off the socialist path had been clearly et
posed and challenged by the might of the people =
men and women who have been liberated from the old
society, No one, women nor mem, want ever to go
back to the old,
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APPENDIX

Something of the carrying out of the new rel-
atlonship between men and wamen 1is seen in the con-
duct of divorce proceedings, No longer is divorce
the exclusive prerogative of the man; the woman can
not only attend and protest the proceedings she can
now also initiate divorce proceedings,

The writer, in 1959, attended court divorce
cases in the coast city of Shanghai and in the in-
land city of Hankow, There was a striking absence
of the legalities, wrangling, bitterness, 1ies and
innuendoes that so often characterize such proceed-
ings in capitalist society,

There was real eftort on the part of the court,
assisted by neighbors and fellow-workers of the
couple, to preserve the human dignities and wvalues
of the marriage, Not only is the intimate family
relationship recognized but the family has a soci-
ally and legally recognized duty to be a contribut-
or to the well-heing and progress of the new society.

Here is a verbatim account of proceedings taken
as the writer listened to two divorce cases, Each
attendance took the better part of a morning or aft-
ernoon, The court consisted of a regular judge, two
people's assessors (people's judges), a prosecutor,
a recorder, and a policeman, Any of the public
interested in the case attend and are called upon to
express their views or give facts about the case,
Court opens with the judge introducing the court
personnel, explaining the function of each member of
the court and the technique of the court procedure,
The judge then addresses himself to the parties in
the case, making clear to them all their rights in
the matter,
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A DIVORCE CASE: THE WOMAN APPLIES FOR A DIVORCE

This case took place in Shanghai in the District People’s Court,
in a fairly small court room, in which the Court personnel (Judge,
two Assessors, and a Recorder) sat on a low dais about a foot
above the floor level. One of the assessors was a woman. The
litigants were a couple, with the woman applying for the divorce.

After the usual formalities of identifying the court personnel, ex-
plaining the court procedure, the Judge asked the woman to step
forward from the front bench on which the couple was seated. I
sat on a rear bench with the audience. The Judge then ques-
tioned the woman:

Question: How did you get to know your husband?

Answer: I'm a native of Hangchow; in 1948 my father died and
I went to live with my sister. My husband was a neighbor and we
got to know each other. Then I made a trip to ——— to try to
find my foster mother; I failed to find her, and this man who was
then living in that town, took me to the home of one of his friends
to live. One day he told me the house was too small, and asked
me to live in a hotel. He deceived me, and later we were married.
We never got along; he was very strict and demanded a hus-
band's prerogatives. He gambled; he treated me like a child: he
suspected me when I came in late from work or when I went out
to an evening party. For a time we didn’t live together. In 1958
we came to Shanghai; our families tried to reconcile us. My hus-
band’s brother said he would try to help if we would agree to be
reconciled. I agreed; I tried to reason with my husband—but he re-
fused. Our relationship got no better. So I want a divorce. Now
we don’t even speak to each other, though we live in one room.

Question: When did you first ask for a divorce?

Answer: In Nanking. But his mother and elder brother had
feudal ideas—they were against divorce. I was influenced by them
so I did not bring the case to the court. Then in Shanghai T had
new neighbors and fellow-workers and I got new ideas: one of these
new ideas was that it was not necessary for me to suffer like this.

Question: Have you any children- and where are they?

Answer: Yes, two boys, one eight and one five. The elder one
is in Tsinan with my sister. The younger one is in the nursery
run by our office.

Question: What did your office do about this matter?

Answer: They tried to mediate several times; but there is not
the slightest hopé. I have waited a year for him to change. The
situation is now affecting my work.
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Question: What is your main request to this Court?

Answer: A divorce and the custody of the two children. The
present situation is no good for us or for our children.

Question: Have you thought this through thoroughly? What

do you think about it now? To get a divorce is not a trifle. You
must think seriously about this. If there is any hope, you should
reconsider. What will you do about the children?

* Answer: Even now the children are looked after by me. Every-
thing concerning them is arranged by myself. The elder one is
away with my sister, but the father never asks about him. The
elder one writes to me. They will be happy with me and I am
willing to bring them up. The elder one is getting on well with
my sister. The younger one is a lovely boy, in the nursery, and I
keep in touch with the nursery. After the boy is old enough to
leave the nursery he will go to school and the neighbors will he'lp
me look after him.

Question: Aside from the children, are there any other prob-
lems? How do you get along economically?

Answer: We would be better off if my husband would move.
1f he doesn't, 1 will. About the furniture—I don’t care; he has
already sold a lot of it for gambling. I hope he will pay something
toward the expenses of the children.

The Judge then asked the husband to step forward and began
questioning him:

Question: When were you married?

Answer: August 1948.

- Question: How did you get along?

Answer: Quite all right,

Question: When did you start to have trouble?

Answer: Since 1953 we haven’t got along well.

Question: What is the real cause for the break? What are vour
thoughts about it? You said you married from choice.

Answer: We are both responsible. I admit that I have exer-
cised “a husband’s prerogatives’—but I have tried to overcome
such old ideas. My wife has looked down on me and she has al-
ways been very strict with me. We are both responsible, but- since
it has developed to such an extent, it is of no use to try to keep her
with me.

Question: Do you agree to a divorce?

Answer: 1 hope we can make up.

Question: What will you do to achieve a reconciliation? What
will you do about the children if there is a divorce?

Answer: 1 know we are both responsible for the children. I
would put them in a nursery.
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Question: But your sons will be too old for a nursery?

Answer: T will try to solve the problem.

Question: What about the furniture?

Answer: That is unimportant; that is secondary. That could be
settled by consultation between the two of us.

Question: What is your opinion now?

Answer: I don't think she will live in the present house; I hope
to go on living in the house. I agree to divide the furniture—I
have no objection to her suggestion—we will be reasonable. I
agree to a divorce, but I want the children.

At this point the wife spoke up: “He has told lies about our
relationship. When I first had relations with him I was a virgin;
now he insults me by telling that I was not a virgin. I will not
give him the children.” Then the husband spoke up: he blamed
his wife, saying that the children are indifferent to him and that
this is her fault. The Judge then went on questioning the couple.
First he addressed the woman:

Question: In speaking of the children, think what is most bene-
ficial for them—isn’t it for the mother to look after them?

Answer: 1 want the children. But I pledge T will not cut them
off from him. I will not treat him as an enemy. I have never said
they could be without a father. They are afraid of him because of
his treatment of them; he never shows any concern for them—only
when he is in high spirits. I pledge I will not keep them from
meeting their father, I hope the Court wil consider the prob-
lem in the interest of the children. And I hope the Court will not
think it well to let the father have them. I ask the Court to so
decide.

The Judge then turned to the husband and asked:

Question: Do you agree to let her have the children?

Answer: No, it would be a burden on my mind.

The Judge again questions the wife: “How much responsi-
bility for the children do you want him to have?

Answer: Only for one child—the one in the nursery. It would
be about 20 yuan a month. It costs 2g yuan—but I know he has
debts. 1 don’t know how much. The Court can investigate his
debts.

The Tudee then asked members of the audience to sneak on the

case. A man, a fellow worker in the office where the husband
worked, spoke up:
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“T'he disputing between these two started in 1g956. 1 tried
to mediate. At first both were confident they could make up
and forget the past—but this attitude lasted only a day or
two. In 1957 there was a reconciliation that lasted one week.
The relations got worse and worse, and they wouldn’t even
speak. They were always quarreling and it affected their
work. Both their offices tried to bring them together. Ac-
cording to present estimate there is no hope; it is better to
grant the wife a divorce.

Then a woman, a fellow worker in the office where the wife
worked, spoke up:

“They haven’t got along since 1956; she asked for a divorce
then; we tried to mediate; she brought the case to court in
1957; the Court mediated but the situation got worse and
worse. She is not in good health—the situation is an extra
burden on her health. Recently they have quarreled worse
and at length. We think a divorce is good. Now about the
children—generally speaking, each could have one child; but
there are other factors—we don’t know if the husband could
look after a child. In my opinion, let the wife have the chil-
dren during this period; and then when the children are older.
the parents can negotiate about them.

The Judge then asked the wife, “What is your opinion about
this and—about your husband wanting the children?” The wife
replied that she agreed with the suggestion from the audience con-
cerning negotiating about the children at a later period. Then
there was a fifteen minute recess during which the Court retired
to discuss the case. When the Court returned the Judge made a
statement:

“Before this case was called, the Court itself made a thor-
ough investigation. New we have heard the two parties and
the audience expressions, and we have discussed the case. The
Marriage Law states that marriage is founded on mutual un-
derstanding and common work, and that it must be based on
a voluntary relationship, that there should be respect for
each other and equality, and that both should be responsible
for the children.

“In this case the woman was 18 and in middle school; she
went to look for her relative when she was in a state of con-
fusion, with no one to turn to; she had had correspondence
with the man and went to call on him for help in finding her
relative; it was mainly due to her having to turn to him that
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they were married. Due to objective factors, it was a hurried
marriage. Therefore there was not a solid basis for the mar-
riage; they didnt know each other well enough to know i.f
they couldn’t get along after marriage. They could have culti-
vated a good relationship—but they failed to do this; due to
the man’s idea about a husband’s prerogatives he did not treat
her as an equal. He looked down on her as some one who
knew nothing and he did not want her to be in touch with
outside circles. And thé wife did not do her best to create
good relations. So they quarreled over trifles. .

“The reasons for the bad relations, as the Court sees it
are: 1) the husband did not change his ‘prerogaltives’ idea;
2) he had worked as an agent for capitalists and so was influ-
enced by bourgeois ideas; g) they had different ways of doing
things. As for her—she didn’t do enough to help him change
his old habits; she was not patient enough; she thought he
was not as good as she was and she looked down.on him.
They had differences over finances. They lived separately, one
upstairs and one downstairs. They had been married for
eleven years and have two children—but no solid foundation
for marriage before and no getting along after marriage.

“The authorities where they work have been concerned
with the problem and have tried to mediate. Her office tried
to help her respect him but in spite of the efforts of her office
she didn’t take it seriously, so there was no improvement in
relations. On her part she was mentally distressed and her
health got worse and her work was affected. In spite of the
efforts of the two offices, there were no results.

“If they remain together as man and wife it is not good.
Both have agreed to a divorce.

“As to the children, opinions differ; both want them. Ac-
cording to the Marriage Law the children are not private
property to belong to one or the other after divorce. Even

it one parent gets custody the other can see them and has to
fulfill obligations to them. So, the crux of the matter is—
settlement in the interest of the children.

“According to the Court’s investigation, the father did not
pay attention to the children. The mother did. She found a
way to arrange for their carc in case of a divorce; the father,
on the other hand, could not give us any concrete measures
he would arrange for their care in case of a divorce; he only
says he ‘would arrange” The Court feels the wife is better
suited to care for the children. This does not mean the two
belong to her. The father has the right to see them and even
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to bring them to his home at times. Also, there is a time
limit—negotiations about the children can take place after
a certain period. And, the children will grow up and con-
ditions will change and the parents can reconsider the situa-
tion. The time may come when the father will be in a better
position, so that he can look after them. Even reconciliation
can be considered.

“The Court agrees: the wife is to look after the children.
As to the expenses for the children, each is responsible for one
child. How much—that is to be decided. The 2§ yuan a
month for the nursery is too much, though a child in a nurs-
ery needs more than he will later on in primary school.”

The Judge then rendered the verdict:

“According to the Marriage Law the divorce is granted.
The children for the timc being are to be with the mother.
The father is to pay 16 yuan a month for the child in the
nursery. The father can have a say about their education.
As to the furniture: the wife gets the bed and two chairs;
the husband gets the balance of the furniture and the house.

The Judge announced that an appeal to a higher court could
be made within ten days.

A DIVORCE CASE: THE HUSBAND APPLIES
FOR A DIVORCE

This was a case in Hankow, with the husband applying for
a divorce. The Court, consisting of the Judge, two People’s As-

sessors, one a woman, and the Recorder, sat at tables facing
several rows of benches. The couple sat on the front row on one
side of the aisle and I and my companions on the oth~- side of the
aisle. Previous to going into the small court room a court offi-
cial had received us, given us tea and some information about
the court. There were four or five people in the audience, be-
sides the four of us who were visiting observers. The Judge, as
usual, named the Court personnel, describing the function of each,
and explained the court procedure. He then asked the two par-
ties to the case if their friends were represented in the audience,
receiving affirmative answers. The Judge then asked the husband
to stand before the Court and began the questioning:

Question: What is the reason for this divorce proceeding?

Answer: We were married in 1956; and we got along all right;
there were some differences in customs and speech; at first we
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quarreled lightly and then seriously. Because of the quarreling at
home I sometimes worked three shifts—so I didn't work very well.
The cadres in our factory tried to help us, help us understand each
other; then we criticized each other—but when we got home we
quarreled again. So I think divorce is the only way out.

Question: What is the main reason for the quarreling?

Answer: It has to do with health and the children. When I
want to sleep she doesn’t keep the children from making noise.
On Sundays and rest days I don’t want to stay home—there is no
rest there. And: last year she got a letter; I gave it to her un-
opened; she said it was from her brother. I doubted her. Some-
times I received a letter from a friend, who had a name like a girl’s
name; but it was a schoolmate of mine; she suspected me. So we
suspected each other. We quarreled and for three months I ignored
her and the children. Our factory comrades tried to reconcile us,
but our quarreling was endless.

The Judge then tiurned to the wife and asked:

Question: Your husband has given his reasons for wanting a dai-
vorce; what do you say?

Answer: We fell freely in love with each other. There was no
forcing in our marriage. Recently—for the last two or three years—
we quarreled seriously. Cadres tried to reconcile us but afterwards
we quarreled. 1 did suspect him—he always came home late and
gave me no reasons. For thc last several months he has had no
concern lor the children—spent no money on them.

Another reason for the quarreling is that my mother-in-law
treats my sister-in-law better than she treats me. And—the letter
my husband suspected was from a schoolmate. And he did not let
me see the letters he got. We didn’t talk to each other except to
say ironic things.

I do not agree to a divorce. We fell in love freely; the con-
trasts between us were small. I want him to do away with his short-
comings; everything will be all right if he overcomes them.

And we must think of the children—divorce would not be
good for them.

The Judge returns to questioning the husband:

Question: Yom wife doesn’t agree to 2 divorce; she says you
two can understand each other.

Answer: It is better to divorce; it is the final way. I want the
children. No matter what, I want a divorce—then I will not worry
over quarreling; keeping on living together we will keep on quar-
reling.

Question: What if your wife overcomes her shortcomings?
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Answer: Of course divorce is an unhappy thing, Both of us
are responsible for this. I feel sick about this.

Question: Your wife’s reasons are small things. If you both
overcome, there can be reconciliation.

Answer: I have thought about this for a long time. Our fac-
tories have tried—even called a special meeting. But still we
quarrel—seriously. We are happier now if we don’t see each other
—we have come to this. It is dilficult for her to overcome her short-
comings.

The wife spoke out: “I will never agree to a divorce.”

The Judge asked the wife: “What is the outlook for overcom-
ing your shortcomings?”

The wife replied: “In the future we can discuss, with neither
insisting on his or her own opinion.”

The Court then took a five-minute recess to retire and discuss
the question. When the Court returned the Judge made a state-
ment:

The Court made an investigation before the case was called.
We found that relations inside the family and between these
two had shortcomings. So something must be wrong and we
want to settle this question of a reconciliation.

The husband broke in: “I do not want a reconciliation; the
factory comrades have already tried for that.”

The Judge responded to this outbreak: “Your contradictions
are small; if you can change your opinions and overcome your short-
comings, this case can be resolved. Shortcomings exist in you,
the husband; and’you must think of your children.” Then the wife
broke in: “I still cannot agree to a divorce; there are some fellow-
workers of ours who understand this. I want to hear from them.”

Two fellow workers, both men, spoke from the floor. The first
one said:

“After the marriage their relationship was good. But the
children do make a lot of noise—and the grandmother shouts
at them. My opinion is that the relationship between these
two and between the parents and the children is hurt because
of the old parents. The old folks are not good cooks and
they are -disorderly—and this is the irritation the young
foiks face when they come home from work. The relation-
ship between the young couple is basically good but the
older relatives cause the trouble.”

Then the second worker spoke from the floor:
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“I have worked for several years with them and I know
they fell freely in love. The problem is not serious, except
for what is happening to the children. Our trade union
tried to reconcile them; we think the main thing is to un-
derstand and forgive each other—and to understand and
forgive the older ones too—they have difficulties too.”

The husband broke in again; he repeated his reasous for want-
ing the divorce and said, “Maybe we will quarrel again.”

The Judge spoke to the husband: “Your wife has confessed her
shortcomings and you have admited that ‘divorce is an unhappy
thing’. So—think about the future and how to improve relations.
Fellow workers who have worked with you for several years and
know the facts about your relationship and about the children say
that you can each overcome your shortcomings; and think about
your work. Try to rethink this problem. The Court is trying to
solve this question; we think the feelings you both have are not so
seriously broken that you must divorce.” The husband again broke
in: “We will still quarrel.” The Judge continued, “If you still think
this way you don’t believe in your wife. You must believe in her
and help her overcome her shortcomings; think about the begin-
ning of your relationship when you fell in love with each other;
vou should be seeing the good parts of your relationship, not just
the shortcomipgs.” The husband replied: “I hope this Court hear-
ing will be of some help; will help her see; I want to know what
she will do.”

The Judge then asked each to give their suggestions. The hus-
band said: “We should both acknowledge the suspicions we had
of each other and try to overcome them. And we can send the
children to a nursery.” The wife offered her suggestion: “We
will send the eldest to the nursery, but not the youngest; the old
parents can take care of the youngest. I ask my husband not to
pay too much attention to the shortcomings of the old parents—
we can't ask too much of these older ones.”

The Judge then turned to the question of money. “The wife
has raised the question of money; you each have saved money in
the bank, but didn’t tell each other.”

To this question the husband replied, “I can now speak of
the economic aspects. We do have income enough, but we need to
plan our spending. And about the children—we will send both
of them to the nursery. If my wife has different ideas from mine
we will now talk more openly about these differences. But I do
need rest when I come home from work.” For her part the wife
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said, “In the future I will not let the children make noise. And
I agree to send both of the children to the nursery.”

So the case was resolved; the Judge said, “Yes, send both of the
children to a nursery—this will be good for the education of the
children. And now you both understand each other better. And
as to your old parents—you should respect them and talk over things
with them.” The session ended with the husband and the wife
each signing their names to the agreement—no divorce and the
children to go to a nursery.
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FAR EAST REPORTER NOTE CARDS

Chinese Design
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