ELENA ATANASSOVA

GEORGI DIMITROV
AND THE ALBANIAN
DEMOCRATIC
AND ;C OMMUNIST
MOUVEMENT.. ..
(1920-1939)

1979



Elena Atanassova, 1979

© ¢/o Jusautor, Sofia

Translated by Bogom
© ¢/o Jusautor, Sofia

it Velichkov

Georgi Dimitrov, as Secretary of the Presi-
dium . of the Balkan Communist Federation (BCF),
as head of the West European Bureau of the Third
Communist International and later on as its Secre-
tary General, devoted a lot of time, took excep-
tional care of and paid great attention to the
development of the democratic and communist
movement in Albania, to organizing broad idec-
logical and political work among the Albanian
progressive and patriotic emigration and to the
problem of forming an Albanian Communist
Party (ACP). One can say without fear of exag-
geration that the democratization of the Alba-
nian revolutionary movement, its connection with
the Balkan and international democratic, national
and workers’ movement as well as the first steps
of the Albanian communist movement and the

- struggle to found the ACP are closely associated
~ with the name and activity of Georgi Dimitrov.

The problem of Georgi Dimitrov’s relations
with the Albanian democratic and communist
movement and his assistance in the foundation
of the first Albanian communist groups, for the

.democratic and international development of the

3




——,‘

Albdnian revolutionary ~movement has not, as
yet, been thoroughly researcht?d either in Alba-
nian or in Bulgarian historical literature. Sep.a.ra-
te articles and papers only point out the dec1§1ve
assistance rendered by Dimitrov to the organiza-
tional and ideological preparation for the setting
up of the ACP. Georgi Dirm.trov’s' great popula-
rity with progressive Albanian c1'rcles has also
been emphasized as well as.the importance of
his example as a fighter against fasc1'sm for Fhe
revolutionary education of the Albanian patriots
— fighters and communists.”

The subject of this artlcl_e is to makfe a more
thorough review and analysis of Georgi Dimit-
rov’s relations with and attitude to the Albanian
communist movement, of his support for the
first Albanian communists and the revolutionary
movement in Albania during a very difficult
period of stormy, dramatic events at a moment
when the communist movement there first emerg-
ed and took shape and the preconditions for the
foundation of the ACP were being formed.

*

* *

Taking advantage of the favourable. situat.ion
following the victories of the Balkan allies against
Turkey during the First Balkan War, the Albanian

‘patriots declared their country’s indepedence on .
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November 28, 1912. The age-old Ottoman domi-
nation that hindered the economic and social
development of the country came to an end.
Albania embarked on the road of capitalist de-
velopment. But since feudal production relations
had not yet been entirely eliminated and as the
young state fell under the influence of the impe-
rialist powers Albania’s overall development was
retarded. = The First World Imperialist War
brought the Albanian people many hard trials.
In practice the dismemberment and occupation of
Albania long planned and prepared for through
diplomatic bargaining was accomplished. The
Albanian people did not gain their freedom and
indepenedence and had to take up arms to
defend their homeland. '

Under the influence of the Great October
Socialist Revolution the general democratic and
national liberation movement in Albania gained
ground and embraced broad sections of the
people — a significant part of the urban and rural
population and the progressive part of the bourge-
oisie, whose interests were connected with Alba-

‘ma’s independent existence and its progress. The

peasants started an energetic struggle for the
solution of the most important problem in Alba-
nia — the agrarian problem, the question of the
land and the elimination of feudal vestiges. The
Albanian peasants began taking over the land of
the rich beys, rejected the corvee, the tithe, the
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djeleb and the other forms of feudal exploitation.

Though slowly, capitalist production relations
were ‘gaining ground, industry was being built
up, the number of the Albanian workers was
growing. The unbearable working and living con-
ditions stimulated the struggle of the Albanian
workers. ‘

~The uprising in Bulgaria in September 1923,
also influenced the further development of the
Albanian revolutionary movement. Albanian
public opinion became aware of the struggle of
the Bulgarian workers and peasants and  their
heroic battles had a revolutionizing effect on the
progressive movement in Albania. It was in con-
nection. with the September 1923 Uprising that
the Albanian press first mentioned the names of
Vassil Kolarov and Georgi Dimitrov as leaders of
the rebellious Bulgarian people.

The appeal issued by Kolarov and Dimitrov
from Yugoslavia on October 8, 1923 and addres-
sed to the worKing people all over the world, to
the workers and peasants of the Balkan. courntries,
moved the Albanian revolutionaries as well. The
Bulgarian political emigrants who fled to Alba-
nia recounted to them the aims and the tasks of
the struggle, the tactics of the united front and
the common struggle of agrarians and commu-
nists; described the leaders of the uprising V.
Kolarov and G.Dimitrov.
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G.Dimitrov’s interest in the Albanian people
and their struggles became ' manifest very early;as
far back as the time of the Balkan Wars, assessing
the situation in the Balkans, he expressed his sym-
pathy for the Albanian people, their aspirations
and struggles for liberation.” S

Georgi Dimitrov sharply exposed the aggres-
sive imperialist designs of Austro-Hungary, France
and Italy as .regards Albania during the First
World Imperialist War-and raised his voice against
the occupation of Albania. In his speech on De-
cember 2, 1917, which Dimitrov made at a mass
meeting in Sofia in defence of the Great October
Socialist Revolution, he also condemned in no
uncertain terms the big powers’ aggressive policy
towards Albania and insisted that all the occupied
Albanian territories be returned to the Albanian
people and that the Albanian people be given the
right to solve their internal problems and decide
their destiny themselves.

In 1918 the Central Committee of the Bulgar-
ian Workers’  Social Democratic Party (left-
wing Socialists) again condemned the occupa-
tion of Albania and insisted that the lands seized
by Austro-Hungary, Italy and France be returned
to the Albanian people. It declared that the only
road for the salvation of Albania and for its
overall progress was the road to a federation.” At

the same time, Dimitrov emphasized the great
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influence exerted by the Great October Socialist
Revolution on Albania and welcomed the inten-
~sifying revolutionary upsurge of the Albanian
working people.” He considered the struggle of
the Albanian people for freedom and indepen-
dence a just struggle and appealed to the whole
Balkan proletariat to support it.

The conference of the BCF, held in Sofia
from May 4 through May 6, 1920, in which G.
Dimitrov took an active part, adopted a manifesto
addressed to all the Balkan peoples. It pointed
out among other things that the Albanian people
had already suffered great sacrifices for their
freedom and because of foreign interference were
in a difficult situation, practically dominated
by the imperialist powers. The aggressive policy
of the Balkan governments towards small Alba-
nia was also condemned because this policy
hindered ‘the process of the Albanian people’s
. national and political consolidation.”” The
Manifesto of the BCF, signed on August 10, 1920
by the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Coin-
munist Party, the Central Committee of the
Greek Communist Party and the Political Bureau
of the Yugoslav Communist Party1 condemned
still more sharply Italy’s efforts to conquer Alba-
nia. Later on, the BCF repeatedly defended Alba-
nia from the encroachments of its Peighbouring
countries and the imperialist powers. 1
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G.Dimitrov considered the defence of Alba-
nia from the aggressive designs of the neighbour-
ing Balkan countries and the big imperialist
powers a matter of duty for all the progressive
people and organizations. He thought they were
in" dutybound to support the fighting Albanian
people.12

As a delegate of the BWSDP (left-wing Social-
ists) to the Second Balkan Social Democratic
Conference in Bucharest in 1915, Dimitrov sup-
ported the decision to take measures and set up
a Socialist Party in Albania which was to be ad-
mitted -as an equal member in the Balkan Social
Democratic Federation. In his speech to the
Sofia Party organization after the conference,
Dimitrov underlined the importance of that de-
cision and expressed his faith in the socialist
future of Albania.!3 Subsequently, in spite of the
enormous difficulties which the Albanian com-
munist movement had to overcome and the
weakness of the workers’ movement in that
country, Dimitrov always pointed out that there
was only one road for the salvation of Albania —
the road to socialism.

The Balkan Communist Federation, the

Comintern and G.Dimitrov were particularly

concerned about the dissemination of Marxism-
Leninism in Albania and about the formation of
an’ Albanian Communist Party which was expect-
ed to take up the leadership of the national
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| peasants’ and workers’ movement and bring to-

gether in a united front all the democratic and:
progressive patriotic forces, for a common strug-
gle for freedom and independence, for' the.prog—
ress of the country. At its conference in Vienna,
in February 1921, the BCF discussed the problem
of the formation of a communist party in .Alba-
nia. The representatives of the BCP Vassil Ko-
larov and Georgi Dimitrov Wholehfeartedly sup-
ported that proposal. The resolution voted at
the conference emphasized the need to take all
measures and to render all possible assistance for
the formation of an Albanian Comnitimst Party
which should be included in the BCF.
At the end of 1923 and the beginning of 1924,
a powerful revolutionary movement swept over
Albania and gradually culminated into an armed
victorious uprising. On June 16, 1924 a democray
tic government was formed, headed b},r Fan Noli.
It proclaimed the principles of Albapla s defmocra-
tic development, independent foreign policy and
the solution of the agrarian problem. .
The news about the victory of the Albanian
people in the June 1924 Uprising and the fonnaj
tion of the democratic government of Fan Noli
was received with interest and sympathy by the
BCF. The Presidium of the Federation and tbe
Central Committee of . the Italian Communist
Party addressed an appeal to the‘ workers and
peasants in the Balkan countries, in Italy and in
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Albania. They underscored the great importance
of the victory of the Albanian people who had
embarked resolutely on the road of eliminating
the feudal system, of winning political freedom
and independence, against the political encroach-
ments of Italy, Yugoslavia and Greece. The appeal
pointed out the grave danger of foreign inter-
vention on the part of some Balkan governments
and Italy and called upon the working people
to resist such an intervention. On the other hand,
it warned the Albanian people of the grave
danger, posed by the internal reactionary forces,
and called upon them to Protect the victory gain-
ed through so much blood and sacrifice.’16

However, the government of Fan Noli vacil-
lated; it failed to carry out the reforms it had
promised and did not live up to the expectations
of the peasants and the poor urban people. The
social support of the government dwindled and
the disappointed people’s  masses gradually
withdrew from the revolution.

In December 1924 Ahmed Zogu carried out a
coup d’etat and the power was turned once again
into the hands of the big feudal lords and the
rich bourgeoisie. A terrorist dictatorship of the
most reactionary circles of the feudal lords was
established in the country. A significant part of
the progressive intelligentsia and the patriotic
forces were forced to emigrate in order to save
their lives. The people detested the new regime.
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Gradually the discontent intensified and grew
into a massive movement aggainst the government
of Ahmed Zogu and his patrons — the Italian im-
perialists.17

The Albanian patriots in emigration were
particularly active. They established contacts
with the . Balkan Communist Federation and
obtained its support and all-round assistance.
That had a very favourable effect on the further
development of the Albanian revolutionary
movement.

During that period Georgi Dimitrov wrote
a number of particularly interesting and valuable
articles about the political and economic situa-
tion in the Balkans.18 In these articles he made a
“deep Marxist analysis of the past and present of
the Balkans, pointed out the perspectives for their
development and outlined with great perspica-
city the most important tasks facing the commu-
nists in the Balkan countries. In his articles he
assigned due place to Albania as well. These
articles helped the Albanian communists and re-
volutionaries to find better their bearings in the
situation and become clearly aware of their tasks.

Georgi Dimitrov followed with great concern
the dramatic events in Albania in 1924. He saw
clearly the mistakes of the government of Fan
Noli and he thought that one of the reasons for
its downfall was also the discontent of the
people’s masses brought about by the failure of
the government to live up to its promises for
reforms and giving land to the peasants.1? At
the same time, Dimitrov unmasked the counter-
revolutionary part played by royal Yugoslavia
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which helped Ahmed ZO%I to organize his armed
force and invade Albania.20

Georgi Dimitrov underlined the antipopular
character of Zogu’s regime — a regime of ‘the
Albanian beys and big bourgeoisie’ serving as
‘agents of Italian imperialism’. He pointed out the
insignificant social support of Zogu’s government
and predicted its instability.

Georgi Dimitrov was familiar with the situa-
tion in Albania, with the class contradictions
existing in the Albanian society and the balance
of forces, and on this basis correctly outlined the
tasks facing the revolutionary national-liberation
and worker-peasant movement. Dimitrov repeat-
edly emphasized the need for the closest possib-
le relationship between these three currents of the
revolutionary movement. These instructions of
his ' were an indication of the creative application,
according to the conditions obtaining in Albania,
of the Leninist tactics of a worker-peasant al-
liance and of a united front.

Analyzing the emergence of fascism in the
Balkans, Dimitrov pointed out that its social
basis was very limited. He wrote that fascism had
penetrated Albania from outside, that it had been
adopted by the counterrevolutionary forces of
the bourgeoisie and the top circles of the petty
bourgeoisie, but it was alien to the people’s
masses who fought in defence of their vital in-
terests, threatened by fascism.22 Further analyz-
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" ing the situation in the Balkan countries and the
struggle waged by the peasant‘s, workers and the
patriotic forces, and proceeding from the goals
and tasks of that struggle Dimitrov‘undersgored
the need for building up a strong, militant alliance
of workers and peasants. .
'In this respect the conclusions drawn by Di-
mitrov in his speech at the Sixth Con_gre;s of t_he
Comintern were particularly characteristic and in-
structive. In that speech Dimitrov pointed out
that the main task of the Balkan communist
parties was ‘the formation of an alliance of the
proletariat, the peasants and the oppressed na-
tionalities for a strlﬁle against the onslaught of
capital and fascism’. - _ .
Georgi Dimitrov followed with ke'en interest
the struggle of the Albanian people against Zogu’s
regime. He repeatedly pointed' out that the M?a—
nian people were waging a just strpggle which
should be supported by all democratic forces and
the international communist movement.~> Dimit-
rov himself openly condemned and protested
against the aggressive policy of .Ita1y1 and the
Balkan bourgeoisie towards Albama., at/the same
time unmasking the treacherous policy )of Ahmed
Zogu, aimed at turning Albania into a protectora-
te of Italy. i |
Georgi Dimitrov’s concern for the “’fat.e of tl}e
Albanian people and Albania is alsq{ eV{dent in
his manuscripts ‘Notes on the Situation in Alba-
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nia’, ‘Italy and Albania’, ‘On the Question of the
Italian Infiltration of Albania’.2® In view of the
tasks, facing the Albanian militants, Dimitrov em-
phasized that one of the important tasks of the
BCF was to enlist Albania into the united antifas-
cist front of the Balkan peoples, because the Al-
banian people had a stake in preserving the inde-
pendence of the Balkans and in overthrowing Zo-
gu’s antipopular regime. Dimitrov personally
helped in connecting the Atbanian revolutionary
movement with the Balkan and the international
revolutionary movement.

Following Dimitrov’s instructions, at its con-
ferences and plenary sessions the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party made a point of underlining the dif-
ficult situation of the Albanian people, the grave
national and agrarian problems, requiring solu-
tion, nmaised its voice against the imperialist
power’ encroachments upon Albania, showed its
solidarity with the people’s struggle and sup-
ported the idea of drawing the Albanian revolu-
tionary movement into the common struggle of

‘the Balkan peoples.2

The Batkan Communist Federation and Dimi-
trov, in particular, rendered. great assistance in
the correct political orientation of the Albanian
revolutionary movement, in giving correct direc-
tion to its work as well as in the organizational
consolidation of the established democratic na-
tional-liberation organizations. With the help of
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the BCF. a conference was convened in Vienna on
March 25, 1925 with the participation of repre-
sentatives of the different currents of the anti-Zo-
gist movement in emigration. After thorough dis-
cussions, the foundation was laid of a patriotic
democratic organization — Komiteti Nacional Re-
volucionar — KONARE (National Revolutionary
Committee) under the leadership of Fan Noli and
with the participation of distinguished patriots
like Halim Dzhelo and others. On May 5, 1925
the Committee made public a programme, con-
taining the following tasks: salvation of Albania -
from Ahmed Zogu and his supporters — feudal
lords and beys, establishment of a genuine demo-
cratic power, an agrarian reform in the interests
of the toiling peasants and a number of other de-
mocratic transformations. ‘ :

The revolutionary elements in KONARE en-
gaged in broad activities for the unification of the
forces, interested in bringing down Zogu’s antipo-
pular regime. A group of right-wing conservative
elements that participated in KONARE were dis-
pleased with the democratic direction taken by
the Committee and left it. This created an oppor-
tunity for the genuine patriots to restructure the

organization and to set up Komiteti i clirimit na- -

cional - KCN (Committee for National Libera—
tion). With the help of the BCF the new organi-
zation set out more boldly on a democratic path
of development, unmasked the aggressive policy
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of the imperialist po
agai?st. A%n ed Zogu ,zv:er; ha;ln: Iaunchedk a struggle
n 1ts declaration of April 24, 192
tool.< Internationalist and df;mo,cratic szE?izliiN
stating that Albania’s liberation could be accom }i
hshed\. only in unity with the other Balkan peop-
;ies, with t%le fighting working class in the capitz-
ms)t countries and with all peoples that stood for
cration from the shackles of imperialism
Among the natural allies of the Albanian peo le,
the' declaration pointed out first the Sosiet’
gmon,‘ whose struggle for equal rights for all na-
ggns,h fgr peace and in defence of the small na-
i (;lfi ; ::1 OC:V;::’ .the hearts of the Albanian patriots
A special merit for the development of the Al-
banian revolutionary movement during that pe-
riod belongs to Georgi Dimitrov. He maintainped
contacts thh.a number of Albanian revolutiona-
Ty emugrants, instructed and advised them how to
Improve t}le direction of the revolutionary move-
ment. Dimitrov’s. instructions and advice abo‘:t
the reinforcement of the alliance of workers and
peasants and the involvement of the broad masses
of working people in the struggle were a particy-

) - .
ar service of great importance for the Albanian
revolutionary movement.

*
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Alongside the attention, devoted to the con-
solidation and development of the Albanian revo-
lutionary movement, the Executive Committee of
the Communist International andwhe BCF under-
took decisive measures to form the first groups of
communists in Albania, to disseminate Marxism
among the proletariat in Albania and to build up
organizationally the emerging communist move-
ment. Georgi Dimitrov repeatedly underlined the
need to deploy systematic activity inside the
country in order to found a communist party as
the vanguard of the working class which was to
take up the leadership of the revolutionary move-
ment. g ‘
Georgi Dimitrov also elaborated specific prob-
Jems connected with the foundation of a commu-
nist party in Albania. He drafted a working plan
for the preparation of the ideological, political
and organizational prerequisites for setting up an
Albanian Communist Party. With great ability and
Leninist insight, Georgi Dimitrov outlined the
most important tasks, facing the first communists
in Albania and helped them tackle these tasks bet-
ter. Dimitrov selected, showing great care and
deep insight, the necessary cadres who after
adequate training and education in the spirit of
MarxismrLeninism were to take up the leadership
of the Albanian Communist Party. Thanks to that
support the Albanian communist rnovement
embarked on the right road under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism.
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The struggle to set up a communist party in
Albania was a long and difficult process because
O_f the. complicated economic and political condi-
tions-in the country. Due to foreign dependence
and Albania’s severe backwardness the working
class was weak and disorganized. The oppressive
exploitation, the religious prejudices and the low
cultural stan dards of the workers proved to be for
a long time an obstacle to the spread of Marxism
in Albania'and to the formation of a communist
party there. In:this long and difficult struggle
Georgi Dimitrov rendered great assistance to the
pioneers of communism in Albania.

Reviewing the situation in Albania and the de-
Veloprpent of the Albanian revolutionary move-
ment in 1925 the Balkan Secretariat of the Co-
mintern em.phasized once more the need to found
a communist party in Albania and to expand
Marx1st-Lemnist propaganda there. An introduc-
tion to the Communist Manifesto prepared for
{)ubhcation in Albanian was discussed. Vassil Ko-
tiiozi::lis(;eri% leltI‘OV took an active part in

D1r_mtrov personally took great care of the
formation of a nucleus of communist cadres, who
were ex.pected to take up the struggle for l,aying
the begmnings of an organized communist move-
ment in Albania. On his: initiative a group of
young _Albanian revolutionaries, mainly from the
revolutionary organization ‘Bashkimi’ (Unity),

19



who had emigrated to Austria following Zogu’s
counter-revolutionary coup d’etat, was sent to
Moscow. He made sure that these young people
were admitted to various institutions of learning
and Marxist-Leninist schools in the USSR (the Le-
nin School, the Communist University of the
Peoples and the Youth of the West, the Commu-
nist University of the Working People of the East,
"the Communist University in Tbilisi, the Tolma-
chev Military Academy etc.), followed their de-
velopment, gave them all the time his advice and
support. In his memoirs one of these young peop-
le wrote: ‘The traditional love between the Bulga-
rian and the Albanian people was best reflected in
the love and care, given by the Bulgarian comra-
des to those 18 young people that went to the So-
viet Union to study. A special mention should be
made of Geor%i Dimitrov’s attention and care for
Ali Kelmendi™®1 In the USSR the young Albani-
an communists were accorded a warm brotherly
welcome and were given the opportunity to
_study.

From the rostrum of the $ixth Congress of
the Comintern Dimitrov pointed out with great
concern that the moment had come to set up a
communist party in Albania, which should beco-
me leader of the national revolutionary and
peasant movement in the country. Dimitrov went
on to say: ‘The only country where there is no
communist party as yet is little Albania, but the
necessary conditions for forming an Albanian
Communist Party are coming to a head there’.
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With the help of the BCF and the Comintern
under Georgi Dimitrov’s immediate supervisiOr;
the nudeus of young trained Albanijan commu-
nists founded the first Albanian communist grou
in qucow in 1928. On March 3, 1929 Ali Kel-
mendi was admitted to membership in the
group. He immediately distinguished himself with
his resolution and valuable qualities of an organi-
zer and quickly grew up into a talented leader and
communist functionary.

The communists educated in the Soviet Union
b.ecame the basic cadres of the Albanian commu-
nist movement and contributed greatly to the set-
ting up of the Albanian Communist Party. The
first Albanian communist group played a signifi-
cant part not only as a school for the education
'and traming of cadres, but also as a centre work-
Ing out some of the basic problems of the revolu-
tionary movement in Albania, translating Marx-
ist 'books, articles and other papers in Albanian
Wthl:l were needed for the dissemination of the

Marxist ideas in Albania. The task entrusted by
the Comintern to the first Albanian communists
to form a communist party in Albania — was an
especially difficult one. In order to carry out this
task, they had to find the most suitable forms for
work and activity. In this respect as well, the
pioneers of the Albanian communist movement
relied upon Georgi Dimitrov’s support and advice.
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The Eighth Conference of the BCF convened
in Moscow in 1928, worked out valuable directi-
ves for the formation of a communist party in Al-
bania. Assessing the situation in the Balkans and
the onslaught of reaction, the report presented by
Georgi Dimitrov cited Zogu’s coup d’etat as one
of the elements, indicating an all Balkan offensi-
ve of the reactionary forces. The report pointed
out the need for a further development and
strengthening of the revolutionary movement in
Albania and for founding a communist party in
Albania. The resolution, voted at the conference,
hailed the idea of setting up an Albanian Commu-
nist Party. It expressed a readiness to render all-
out support for the organizational, ideological
and political preparation for and the formation of
the Albanian Communist Party. The conference
decided that all Albanian communists-emigrants
should return to Albania in order. to take up the
leadership of the working class struggle; to help in
building up communist groups inside the country,
which were later on to merge and lay the founda-
tions of the Albanian Communist Party; to put in
maximum efforts for the unification and consoli-
dation of all progressive and:democratic forces.
The period 1927—1928 saw an accelerated de-
velopment of capitalism in Albania which had a
favourable effect on the workers’ movement as
well. The number of Albanian workers, who un-
derstood that only through an organized struggle
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they could gain better working conditions and i
prove their material status, increased. M;nm-
workers’ organizations were set up and mass Smy_
kes‘broke out. The communist movement in Al-
bania made its first organizational steps. The first
communist nucleus on the territory of Albania
was founded in 1928 in Korce. In 1929 it was re-
organized in a group, consisting of several nuclei
and led by a committee.”> This was the first poli-
tlcal_organization of the Albanian working class
an_d it played a very important part in the disse-
mination of Marxism in Albania and in the foun-
dation of the Albanian Communist Party.

During the period of intensifyiné workers’
movement in Albania, Georgi Dimitrov increased
his attention to the Albanian communist move-
ment by rendering most immediate assistance to
the Albanian communists. In a note to the Balkan
Secretariat of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International of September 12, 1928,
he outlined a broad plan of the directions of
and the tasks that had to be resolved by the emi-
gration and in Albania proper in connection with
the preparation for the formation of an Albanian
Communist Party. ‘It goes without saying,’” Dimi-
trov wrote, ‘that the materialization of this cor-
rect and timely decision requires a long and mi-
nute preparation, which should be carried out b
by the Albanian comrades themselves’.3 6. Ana-
lyzing the state of the Albanian communist mo-
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vement, Dimitrov wrote that besides the group in
Moscow it had many sympathizers among the Al-
banian political emigration in Geneva, Paris and in
Albania itself that were not as yet in contact with
each other and were not working systematically
among the Albanian workers, poor peasants, the
national revolutionary movement and the inteli-
gentsia. Taking -into account the specific situa-
tion, Dimitrov pointed out that one should not

start forming an Albanian Communist Party until

the necessary conditions had been created in the
country, meaning a network of communist groups
that were subsequently ‘to merge and organize
themselves into a party.

In this connection Dimitrov put forward the

task of working for the rallying of the progressive -

workers, peasants and intellectualls and their pre-
paration to join the communist movement. In
order to coordinate their activity and to ensure

leadership from one centre, Dimitrov proposed

that an Albanian Initiative Commission (AIC) be
set up which should include the most active and
the best prepared Albanian communists. The
Commission was to work under the guidance of
the Balkan Secretariat of the Comintern and with
the support of the BCF abroad. Georgi Dimitrov,
outlined also the specific tasks of the AIC: to es-
tablish contacts with the communist cadres and
the communist groups already formed in Albania;
to help set up new communist groups in the coun-
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tries with significant Albanian emigration. Dimi-
trov considered an important task of the AIC the
publishing of communist literature in Albanian,
the elaboration of different problems of the Alba-
nian communist movement and the analysis of
current events and the current situation in Alba-
nia. The conclusion and the lessons drawn from
the development of the revolutionary movement
in Albania were to be made known to the Alba-
nian people by the publication of leaflets and po-
pular booklets. Dimitrov considered that the Al-
banian Initiative Commission had to take measu-
res for the elaboration of the problems, connect-
ed with the future constituent conference
founding the Albanian Communist Party.

As a genuine Marxist-Leninist Dimitrov
thought that the Albanian communist movement
had to develop naturally amidst the people’s mas-
ses as a cause of the Albanian working class in
unbreakable links with the people and should not
be planted from abroad. This required a broad
prqpaganda of Marxism, the building up of trade
unions, workers’ and peasants’ cultural and edu-
_cational organizations so that the Albanian work- -
ing class, the poor peasantry and the progressive
3ntelligentsia could be prepared to adopt Marx-
ism, to embrace conscientiously the communist
1d.cas and to join the struggle. This diverse orga-
nizational and idelogical work had to start with
the publishing in Albanian of fundamental Marx-
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ist works and booklets on the problems of the na- ’

tional revolutionary and peasant movement.
Besides that, popular propaganda literature in
booklet form had to be published which had to
discuss the status of the working people in Alba-
nia in connection with the national revolutionary
movement and the struggle of the peasants, out-
lining the tasks of the communists and the role of
the communist party. In conclusion Dimitrov em-
phasized: ‘Only after such a systematic, ideologi-
cal, political and organizational preparatory work
can the constituent conference of the Albanian
communist groups be convened in order to set up
a communist party in Albania, entrusting its lea-
dership to well trained and tested Albanian com-
rades’. /
Georgi Dimitrov’s archives have preserved a
paper entitled ‘Theses on the Situation in Albania

and the tasks of the Albanian Communist Group’

which eloquently speaks of the important tasks
entrusted by the Comintern to the Albanian com-
munist group in Moscow. After analyzing the eco-
nomic and political situation in Albania and the
status of the revolutionary movement, the “The-
ses’ point out that the most important task is the
formation, of. an Albanian Communist Party,
which was to be at the helm of the national
struggle and the struggle of the petty bourgeois
masses and was to organize the emerging work-
ing class. Since the dissemination of Marxist ideas
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among the proletariat and the peasants was very
difficult, the ‘Theses’ defined as the main object
of propaganda the intelligentsia and the workers-
emigrants in France and the USA. It was from
these two groups that the first cadres were ex-
pected to be trained, who were to organize the
work leading to the foundation of a communist
party in the country.

The ‘Theses’ defined as an important task of
the Albanian communists their activity within the
Committee for National Liberation — (KCN),
which was to develop into a mass militant organi-
zation. The ‘Theses’ pointed out that the KCN
was an organization communists could cooperate
with. The ‘Theses’ also envisaged the formation of
a ylouth organization in Albania, similar to the
Young Communist League in the USSR, and of

- mass economic workers’ organization and com-

munist nuclei in the army. In order to carry out
successfully the tasks for the preparation and the
foundation of a communist party in Albania it
was necessary o start work for publishing Marxist
literature in Albanian, and until the publication
of a communist newspaper in Albanian was made
possible, the news paper of the KCN, published in
Geneva had to be used. The ‘Theses’ envisaged the
establishment of closer contacts between the Al-
b'anign communist groups and the communist par-
ties in the Balkan countries with a view to co-
ordinate the activities and the struggle against the
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preparation of a new war and with the aim of

bringing the Albanian revolutionary and commu-

nist movement into the all-Balkan united front.
The instructions of Georgi Dimitrov and the

BCF were accepted by the Albanian communists.

The Albanian communist group in Moscow set it-
self as the main task the implementation of the
decisions of the BCF and the Comintern and the
preparation of the conditions needed for the set-
ting up of a communist party in Albania. Dimi-
trov’s letter of September 12, 1928 and the “The-
_ses’ played a major part in the further develop-
ment of the Albanian communist movement and
in paving the way for the formation of the Alba-
nian Communist Party. Dimitrov outlined a clear
perspective for the communists in Albania, inspi-
red them with confidence in the Albanian work-
ers’ movement and in Albania’s socialist future.
Georgi Dimitrov was not content with just
mapping out the general direction of work ?.nd
outlining the tasks of the Albanian communists.
He followed closely the events in Albania, was in
the course of the development of the workers’
and communist movement there and was familiar
with the country’s internal and external situa-
tion.
The world economic crisis of 1929—1933 had
a particularly severe effect on Albania, whpse
~ economy was closely connected with Italian im-
perialism. Unheard-of misery and famine spread
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throughout the country, the working and living
conditions of the working class aggravated incre-
dibly. The workers’ struggle became increasingly
better organized, more purposeful and effective.
The anti-Zogist movement flared up anew and in
some parts of the country became massive. The
peasants stirred again and launched operations to
solve the agrarian question by force. Zogu’s
government was impelled to carry out certain ‘re-
forms’ in order to distract the peoples masses
from their struggle.

The Balkan Communist Federation intensified
further its support for the Albanian national revo-
lutionary and communist movement. In a May
Day appeal of 1929 to the workers, peasants and
sallors of the Balkan countries the BCF called
upon them to build up a Balkan anti-fascist front
to oppose the ant-Soviet front of the Balkan
bourgeoisie and to make efforts to enlist the Al-
banian revolutionary movement into the all-Bal-
kan antifascist front, since the Albanian people
were also interested in the struggle against fascism
and imperialism. The BCF called upon the prole-
tariat of all the Balkan countries to demonstrate
on May Day 1929 in defence of the Albanian
people, against the ‘bloody dictatorship of Ah-
med Zogu’, the Balkan vassal and agent of fascist
Italy.4'1

During this period the BCF maintained regu-
lar contacts with the most active functionaries of
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the Albanian communist and workers’ movement,
reviewed the situation in Albania and the tasks of
the day. In a letter of June 2, 1929 Dimitrov ad-
vised the Executive Committee of the Comintern
that the contacts of the BCF with the Albanian
functionaries, which had been temporarily broken
off, were re-established and that the Presidium of
the BCF was going to discuss the situation in Al-
bania shortly, would hear a special report and
would work out measures to improve work in Al-
bania. Dimitrov also advised that contacts had
been established with communists working inside
Albania.*2 Subsequently Dimitrov regularly in-
formed the Executive Committee of the Comin-
tern about the situation in Albania and the work
for the formation of a communist party there.
The First Congress of the Dobroudja Revolu-
tionary Organization was prepared and held in
Berlin in June 1929 with Dimitrov’s assistance.
Under the alias of Victor, Dimitrov was present at
some of the meetings. He gave valuable instruc-
tions about the mass activity of the national revo-
lutionary organizations in view of avoiding the
anarchist and sectarian deviations, for broad legal
work. The Congress discussed the problems of fas-
cism and the fascist offensive in the Balkans, the
terror and the difficult economic situation of the
people’s masses and the tasks facing the revolutio-
naries. Representing the Albanian national revolu-
tionary movement were Fan Noli and others who
addressed message of greetings to the Congress.
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On Dimitrov’s initiative and with his assistan-
ce as head of the West European Bureau of the
Comintern, a number of international congresses
were held for peace, against war. On his insistence
representatives of the Albanian revolutionary mo-
vement were included in these international fo-
rums. Representatives of the Albanian national re-
volutionary movement and the Albanian peasants
were invited to take part in the European pea-
sants congress held in Berlin in March 1930, in
the412msterdam Peace Congress, held in 1932
etc.”” At the European peasants congress the Al-
banian revolutionary movement was represented
by Fan Noli who delivered a speech about the
struggle of the Albanian peasants and the difficult
situation in Albania.*> The session of the Execu-
ﬁve Committee of the Union for struggle against
imperialism and for national freedom, which was
held in Berlin from May 30 through June 2, 1931
elected as a'member of the Executive Committee
a representative of the Albanian revolutionary
mbvement as well. That same session expressed a
sharp fgotest against Ahmed Zogu’s terror in Al-
bama.. The KCN sent an enthusiastic message of
greetings to the Amsterdam congress of peace and
published a special article in its newspaper about
Rozr}%ain Rolland and Henri Barbusse’ great activi-
ty. ;
~ Georgi Dimitrov followed closely the interna-
tional campaign in defence of the victims of the
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terror in Albania, undertaken by the progressive
international press and by the International Work-
ers Relief. He took measures for the intensifica-
tion of that campaign.™> With Dimitrov’s coope-
ration in 1926 the French Communist Party orga-
nized in Paris a Balkan Committee in which repre-
sentatives of the Albanian revolutionary move-
ment also participated. Under the leadership of
Henri Barbusse, Romain Rolland and Marcel Vil-
lar the Committee was very active in defending
the Balkan peoples from the white terror. Dur-
ing his stay in Berlin, Dimitrov often met Alba-
nian communists and revolutionaries and gave
them advice and instructions.”0 At that time the
young Albanian communist movement  had
serious weaknesses. The activity of the first Alba-
nian groups was rather detached from the work-
ers’ struggle, from the movement of the peasants
and from the national revolutionary movement.
There were serious differences of opinion and
strife among the individual communist groups.
The basic weakness of the Albanian communists
was their lack of understanding of the problem of
the worker-peasant alliance, the role of the pea-
sants as an ally of the proletariat and the rela-
tionship between the democratic national-libera-
tion tasks and the tasks of the proletariat in the
struggle against the bourgeoisie, for a proletarian
revolution.> 1 This ideological confusion and or-
ganizational disarray of the Albanian communist
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movement made all the more necessary the sup-
port of the BCF and the Comintern and required
even greater cooperation on the part of G.Dimi-
trov. Indeed, the assistance rendered by Dimitrov
to \the Albanian communists during 1930—1931
was syst.ematic, particularly specific and effective.
Dimitrov’s letters to the Balkan Secretariat of
Fhe C(?nﬁntem bear witness to his enormous work
in assisting the Albanian communist movement.
Georgi Dimitrov looked after the provision of
fpnds needed for the translation and dissemina-
tion of Marxist literature in Albania; he made sure
that more active work was carried out among the
A!baman workers in France and in other coun-
tries. He followed personally and maintained con-
tacts with the communists sent to work in Alba-
nia. Georgi Dimitrov advised the Executive Com-
mittee of the Comintern: “Lately we have been
trying to step up the work and the preparation
f(?r the formation of a communist Party in Alba-
nia. A small commission at the Secretanat of the
BCF has been charged with this task on a perma-
nent basis. Some contacts have been established
with comrades from Albania. Work has started
among the Albanian workers in France and ...
probably it will be intensified in the future. A
part of these Albanian comrades will be sent. to
Albania’. 52 : »
Ip accordance with the instructions of the
Comintern and the BCF Dimitrov helped many of
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the Albanian communists, who were in emigra-
tion, to return to Albania and work for the for-
mation of a communist party there. The Albanian
communists established contacts with the com-
munist groups in the country and started active
work within the national-revolutionary .and pea-
sant movement. G.Dimitrov took a keen interest
even in the details and followed closely the train-
ing of the Albanian communists who were to go
to Albania. He made sure that they were
thoroughly instructed and advised about the tasks
they had to carry out, that they got all the print-
ed and other material they had to take to Alba-
nia etc. G.Dimitrov took a most immediate part
in the preparation for the departure of the Alba-
nian communist Kelm, whom he knew personally
and who maintained the contacts of the Albanian
communists with the Comintern (documents do
not give the full name of this Albanian commu-
nist but this was obviously a reference to Ali Kel-
mendi). On July 18, 1930 Dimitrov wrote to the
Balkan Secretariat of the Comintern: ‘When
everything was ready for Kelm’s departure he had
to postpone it for a while because there was not
enough money’.5 '

In this connection Dimitrov made sure that
the money, allocated for this purpose, was sent in
good time and that Marxist literature was publish-
ed in Albanian. He insisted before the Executive
Committee of the Comintern: ‘It is necessary that
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the Albanian booklets, a dec sion about which has
been taken long ago, be printed at last. Without
such propaganda material it is impossible to cont-
nue work successfully. We, however, have not yet
recetved these booklets, although we wrote about
them several times. We ask that these materials be
sent to us soon if possible. We ask you to do
everything possible, without any delay, to solve
all these problems, because we have, as it is, wast-
eq valuable time and it would be a pity to waste
still more’.: Dimitrov gave detailed instructions to
Kelmendi about his.work in Kossovo(Yugoslavia),
where he was to go and carry out the decisions: of
the BCF.>% Ali Kelmendi could not make it to
Kossovo. He stayed in Albania and played an im-
portant part in the deployment of the Albanian
Communist movement. v '

) I?l{nitrov was receiving.information about the
actvities of the Albanian communists and was
particularly well advised about ‘Al Kelmendi’s
work. On August 18, 1930 he advised the Balkan
Se‘cr@tam’ats of the Executive Committee of the
Comintern: ‘Kelm i1s already in Tirana. He has es-
ta‘bli_shed some contacts and has strated work’.0 >
Dimitrov set high hopes and had full confidence
in Ali Kelmendi and ‘his friends’, whose activity
was so important for the implementation of the
decisions of the BCF and the Comintern. In car-
rying out the instructions of the Comintern, the
BCF and those of Dimitrov, Ali Kelmendi work-
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ed energetically for the dissemination of Marxism-

Leninism, for the organizational rallying of the

communists, for building up new communist
groups, for consolidating the existing ones and
for improving their activity.

In late February or early March 1932 Ali
Kelmendi went abroad in order to contact the
Secretariat of the Balkan Bureau of the Comin-
tern. We have no exact information about these
meetings. It is only known that from Dimitrov
he got instructions to set up in Albania ‘a united
organizational centre for communist activity’.
On May 17, 1932 Ali Kelmendi returned again
to Albania. Following the Leninist principles of
combining underground and legal activities, he
set up communist groups within the workers’
organizations which achieved significant results.
On Kelmendi’s initiative, an organization of
building workers was set up, called Puna (La-
bour) in the autumn of 1933. This was a great
success for the Albanian communist movement.
Puna was- the first workers’ organization in Al-
bania led by the communists.

Shortly afterwards, the police, which already
knew about Kelmendi, arrested him and interned
him first in Korce and later on in Gurokastre and
in other remote places, where he was kept under
police observation. In spite of this, Kelmendi
managed to establish contacts with the commu-
nists in Korce and helped them to improve their
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activity. With his help the communist group in
Korce managed to break its isolation, to get
closer to the masses, especially to the workers,
and to take up the leadership of their struggle,
making some successful attempts at combining
legal and underground work. Ali Kelmindi paid
attention to the problem of raising the theore-
tical level and ideological training of the commu-
nists and to the dissemination of Marxism among
the workers.’

G.Dimitrov’s heroic behaviour at the Reich-
stag Fire Trial in 1933 exerted strong revolutio-
nizing influence on the Albanian communists
and fighters for freedom. The progressive press
in Albania carried a lot of news items, articles
and informations from foreign sources which
familiarized Albanian public opinion with this
historic event. They disclosed the serious contra-
dictions and the lack of preparation of the in-
vestigation, the insecurity of the fascist court, its
obvious subordination to the hitlerites .and its
biased approach. The newspapers expressed ad-
miration and amazement at Dimitrov’s coura-
geous behaviour.57 The newspaper Gazeta e
Korces wrote at that time: ‘No doubt the most
interesting personality among the three Bulga-
rians is Dimitrov. He stated openly before the
judges that he was ‘a hundred per cent’ commu-
nist, that he was the soul of and was directly
responsible for the revolutionary movement in
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Bulgaria in 1923 and was sorry that at the time

the Bulgarian communists had not had full com-

mand of the Bolshevik methods, which, had they
been correctly applied, would have led the com-
munist movement in Bulgaria to victory.’

Under the bold headlines ‘Courageous Beha-
viour of the Defendant Dimitrov’, ‘The Defend-
ant Dimitrov Provoked a New Incident at Leipzig’,
‘A Fiery Statements of Dimitrov’, ‘The Bulgarian
Dimitrov Bravely Defends Himself and His Com-
rades’ and others, the Albanian press carried Di-
mitrov’s speeches in full, underlining the most
important passages in them.

The Albanian press followed closely the pro-
ceedings and expressed confidence in the fair-
ness of the decisions of the counter-trial in Lon-
don. The newspapers emphasized that the
London trial faced a historical ‘responsibility /
before the whole world for disclosing the truth
about the Reichstag- fire. A special information
said that following a thorough study of the
material and after questioning the witnesses, the
court in London, which consisted of ‘the most
prominent, able and respected lawyers and public
figures’, had acquitted Dimitrov, Torgler, Tanev
and Popov of the charges ‘because they had
nothing to do with the setting of the Reichstag on
fire’. It said that most probably the real incen-
diaries were the hitlerites themselves. ,

The Albanian press also carried items about
the international campaign in defence of Dimitrov
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and his comrades. A cable from a group of Bul-
garian communists read: ‘We confirm on our
honour that Dimitrov is absolutely innocent. He
could not have set the Reichstag on fire. Being
aware of his genuine idealism for the good of the
whole Bulgarian people, we have every reason to
believe in his innocence’.

The objective information carried in the Al-
banian press provoked sharp protests on the part
of the German legation in Albania. The hitlerites’
fear of having the truth about the Reichstag Fire
Trial and its hero Diniitrov brought out did not
subside for many years. When in 1937 the docu-
mentary film ‘Le Combattant’, which had been
made in the USSR and which depicted in a
moving way Dimitrov’s corageous behaviour, was
shown in Albania, at the insistence of the Ger-
man legation t]%e film was banned by the Ministry
of the Interior.02 ,

The period 1935-1936 was characterized by a
growing indignation of the people’s masses against
Zogu's government. A new wave of protests
spread all over the country. The peasant move-
ment also tended to intensify. The anti-Zogist
movement was not only becoming massive but
it Was also getting increasingly better organiz-
ed.03 Significant results were achieved by the na-
tional patriotic organization called Organizata e
fshehte (Secret Organization), which had been
set up in Tirana in 1934 with the purpose of pre-
paring an armed g}?trising to overthrow Zogu’s
antipopular regime.
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On the advice of Ali Kelmendi, the com-
munist group in Korce decided to make good use
of the situation that had arisen and of the mili-
tant sentiments of the masses and to start active
work within the national movement. In August
1934 a meeting was called in the outskirts of
Korce under the leadership of Ali Kelmendi
which decided to have a communist group set up
in the Secret Organization and through it to
maintain contacts, work jointly with the
anti-Zogist movement and participate in the pre-
paration of the armed uprising. The communist
group worked out a detailed programme about
the communists’ participation in the uprising
and defined the slogans under. wh1ch the masses
would be called to arms.

The communists played an increasingly im-
portant part in the struggle against Zogu’s regime
in other cities as well. Their influence increased.
The prominent Albanian communist Riza Cerova,
who had returned from emigration in the USSR

in 1935, also worked actively in the Secret -

Organization. The preparation for the uprising of
1935 proceeded under his direction. It was,

however, disclosed, broke out prematurely and-

suffered defeat. The brave communist Riza
Cerova perished courageously at his post.

Worried by Ali Kelmendi’s activity, the police,

acting on instructions of the Minister of the Inter-
ior, detained him as,‘a dangerous propagandist of
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communism and of an antistate policy’ and sent
him to the Poto Palermo Fortress under a special
regime. Prevented from carrying out any further
activity, Ali Kelmendi left’ the country on Sep-
tember 10, 1936.6

Thanks to Georgi Dimitrov’s assistance and to
the Albanian communists’ intensified activity
within the emigration and especially within the
national-revolutionary movement, the KCN
improved its work and became more firmly linked
with the international workers’ and antifascist
movement.

The decisions of the Seventh Congress of the
Comintern, held in Moscow in 1935 and Dimit-
rov’s report to the Congress in particular had
great importance for the further growth of the
Albanian communist movement and especially
for the improvement of the work and the tactics
of the people’s antifascist front — a vital prob-
lem for Albania. The historic documents of that
Congress helped the Albanian communists and
revolutionaries to improve their overall activity,
their tactics and their struggle. Georgi Dimitrov’s
report was not translated into Albanian but it
was drculated in Russian, French, German, Ita-
lian and Greek. Among the books, brought into
Albania from Bucharest, Geneva, Paris and
Athens, Dimitrov’s report was also received along-
side the works of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels,
V.I.Lenin and other Marxist authors.
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The massive influx of Marxist literature into
Albania greatly worried the authorities and a
special regxme of strict censorship was introduced
concerning the newspapers and books brought

into the country. 8 On May 19, 1936 during a
search of a package of books in Greek, Dimitrov’s
report to the Seventh Congress of the Comintern
was also confiscated.®® In order to stop the
penetration of the communist ideas into Albania
the government took specxal measures and banned
the import of communist newspapers from
France and other countries.

The decisions of the Seventh Comintern Con-
gress and Georgi Dimitrov’s report also contribut-
ed 31gn1f1cant1y to the improvement of the
activity of the Albanian revolutionary movement
and the work of the Albanian communists
abroad. Dimitrov was very well informed about
the activity of the Albanian emigration and about
the anti-Zogist movement in France. Albanian
communist groups were set up in Paris and in
Lyon which played an important part in dissemi-
nating Marxism among the Albanian emigrants
and workers.”l The Albanian revolutionary
emigration stepped up its struggle against the
threat of a new war. and against the Italian eco-
nomic and political offensive in Albania. The
KCN entered in negotiations with the biggest
ant-Zogist organization ‘Bashkimi Kombetar’ and
discussed the problem of setting up a common

{
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democratic front. The unification was to be car-
ried out on the basis of a platform, proposed by
the KCN and based on its programme.

In February 1936, the emigrants in Paris
issued an appeal to all groups of Albanian emi-
grants to support the idea of holding a congress
on March 10, 1936 with the purpose of building
up a peoples’ front for struggle against Ahmed
Zogus regime. 3 In March 1936 the Albanian
emigrants formed a people’s front under the name
of ‘Lidhia nacional liberal’ (National Liberal
Union). This was an important step. towards im-
plementing the decisions of the Seventh Comin-
tern Congress. On March 16, 19362 mass meeting
of ‘the Albanian emigration was convened in
Geneva which ‘took a decision to step up the
struggle against the anUpopular government of
Ahmed Zogu. 7 ;

- As Secretary General of the Comintern Georgi
Dimitrov followed with interest the development
of the Albanian revolutionary movement and
continued to assist it in a most immediate way,
although he was very busy with solving important
problems of the international communist move-
ment during a particularly hard period. Acting on
a report by Ali Kelmendi, the Executive Commit-
tee of the Comintern outlined measures to im-
prove both the work for the establishment of a
communist ‘party in-Albania and for carrying out
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the directives of the Seventh Congress of the.

Comintern.”? With the support of Dimitrov and
the Comintern, in December 1936 a meeting was
convened of the Albanian communists, working
in emigration. At ‘that meeting Ali Kelmendi
presented a report on the basic tasks of the Al-
banian communist movement. Both the report
and the statemants of the participants in the
meeting, made a thorough analysis of the situa-
tion in Albania; the state of the revolutionary and
communist movement and its immediate tasks
were outlined. The meeting took important
decisions for the improvement of the overall work
of the Albanian communists and instructed them
to broaden their activities among the people.76
The decisions were approved by the executive
Committee of the Comintern. »

In 1937 the Executive Committee of the
Comintern again discussed the problem of the
Albanian communist movement and issued in-
structions for further stepping up mass political
activity, for disseminating Leninism by putting
out Marxist literature in Albanian, which was to
celucidate the problems of the national and the
agrarian revolution in general and those of Alba-
nia, in particular. The Executive Committee of
the Comintern emphasized the need for a cor-
rect explanation and formulation of the national
question in Albania as a question of the workers
and the peasants. It required also adequate for-
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mulations of the problems of the agrarian revolu-
tion within the workers’ movement, the forma-
tion of trade unions, educational clubs, sports as-
sociations and other mass organizations in which
the communists were to take a leading part.77
The directive of the Executive Committee of
the Comintern, worked out on the basis of the
resolutions of the Seventh .Comintern Congress
and Dimitrov’s report, and sent to the Albanian
communist groups, played an important part in
improving the work of the Albanian communists.
It set clearly and categorically the task of building
up a united people’s front not only at the grass-
roots level, but also at the level of the leaderships,
uniting into the front all democratic and antifas-
cist elements by using properly the contradictions
existing in the bourgeois camp. The directive em-
phasized the specific tasks of the antiimperialist
and antifeudal struggle in Albania which had to
be further deployed and stepped up.
Unfortunately, this directive was carried out
in part, only by the group in Korce. The commu-
nists there made an attempt to build up a people’s
front on a broad basis, tried to use the legal press
for struggle against the government and against
fascism and for expla,mmg the problems of the
revolutionary movement in Albania.” They set
up underground communist groups within the
mass organizations, the workers’ associations and
in the army. In 1936 the communist influence in
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the army increased' and solid communist groups
were set up.’”.

The heroic struggle of the Spanish people in
defence of the Spanish revolution played no smalt
part in the further development of the. communist
movement in Albania. -

In Spain the Albanian participants in the in-
ternational brigades had the opportunity to
acquaint themselves with and feel Dimitrov’s
leading role in the international workers’ and
communist movement in action, to read his ar-
ticles, brochures and books on the Spanish civil
war and the tasks of the communist parties in
general. This helped them in their work after
their return to Albania. '

In 1937 the Albanian communists adopted a
new, Leninist line in their activity. Relying on the
instructions of the Comintern, the communists
in Korce issued in 1938 their programme-mini-
mum, which they published in their newspaper
Perpare (Forward). They led the strikes of the
proletariat and carried. out’successfully major
demonstrations under the slogan of ‘Bread to
the people’. The increased influence of the com-
munists was especially strongly felt during the
municipal elections in June 1938. In many places
like Korce, Durres, Shkoder and others the com-
munists won the majority of the votes.81 Unfor-
tunately, even during this. rather favourable
period of revolutionary upsurge, ‘the Albanian
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communists failed to build up a united com-
munist organization mainly because of the
weaknesses and mistakes of the leaders of the
groups and due to the ideological strife and %
ganizational disarray, existing among them. 2

The more the communist movement grew and
the stronger the influence of the communists
became in the mass and revolutionary organiza-
tions, the more brutal the government terror and
repressions became, aimed at smashing the com-
munist groups and putting an end to their activi-
ties. The ruling class raised its voice all the more
often against ‘the Bolshevik danger’. Arrests and
internment increased, and the censorship became
draconian.®’ But nothing could hold back the
development of the communist movement and
the spread of communism in Albania.

In the beginning of 1939 the Albanian com-
munist movement suffered a great loss. On Feb-
ruary 11, Ali Kelmendi, the most distinguished
and best known Albanian communist died while
gettin% ready for his second illegal return to Al-
bania.3* Before leaving Moscow, he had a long
conversation with Georgi Dimitrov and got from
him personally instructions about the work he
was to do in Albania in connection with the
formation of a commmunist party there. This
meeting touched deeply the young Albanian com-
munist and he told very often his comrades
about the fatherly attitude shown towards him by
Georgi Dimitrov, the distinguished representative
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of the international communist and workers’
movement.85 Upon learning of the death of
Kelmendi, Dimitrov sent a cable to the French
Communist Party in which- he said that the
Albanian communist Ali Kelmendi had been a

member of the Comintern, a personal friend of

Ernst Thaelmann and of his own and asked that
Kelmendi be buried in an appropriate way.86 The
Central Committee of the French Communist
Part complied with Dimitrov’s wish.87 That was
an expression of moral support for the Albanian
communist and revolutionary movement at a very
difficult moment.’

In April, 1939 Iuly camed out the long
planned occupation of Albania.88 The Albanian
people were the first victim of the Italian-German
fascist aggression in the Balkans. They rose in
struggle and resisted as long as they could the de-
barkation of the Itahan troops in Durres, Vlore,
Sarande and Shengm Gradually, the struggle
grew into a mass movement against fascism and
the preparation of a new war. Following the in-
structions of Georgi Dimitrov and the Comintern
the international workers’ and communist move-
ment, and especially the Italian Communist Party,
supported the Albanian people.9
, The heightened revolutionary upsurge of the

masses required urgently that the Albanian com-
munists close their ranks and bring the organiza-
tional status of the communist movement in Al-
bania in accordance with the great historical tasks
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they had to solve. The unification of al] the
groups and the formation of an Albanian Commu-
nist Party became absolutely necessary.

*

The national-liberation movement of Albania
entered a new stage in its development after the
perfidious invasion of the Soviet Union on June
22, 1941. Under the influence of the victories of
the Soviet Army, the nationalliberation strug%e
of the Albanian people marked a turning point.
Under these circumstances a meeting of the
representatives of the Albanian communist groups
was held in Tirana from November 4 through
November 9, 1941. It reviewed the situation and
the tasks, analyzed the ideological, political and
organizational status of the communist movement

" in Albania and took a historic decision to set up

the Albanian Communist Party.
The meeting also adopted a resolution about
the guidelines and the immediate tasks of the

national-liberation struggle in defence of the

vital interests of the people’s masses. On the tac-
tics of the party and the driving forces of the
revolution the resolution of the meeting said
that the peasants were an ally of the proletariat
in the armed struggle, in the strugge for a
people’s democratic government. A Central Com-
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mittee of the Albanian Communist Party was
elected. Through these historical decisions, the
resolution of the Comintern and the BCF, for
whose accomplishment G.Dimitrov had devoted
so much time and effort, was implemented.
The young Albanian Communist Party took
up the leadership of the people’s struggle and put
in energetic efforts for the correct organization
and concerted actions of the whole movement.
At this particularly difficult period, the support
of the Comintern and the Soviet Union was of
great importance for the success of the struggle.
In a special note, in December 1942 the Soviet
government expressed its sympathy with the Al-
banian people’s struggle against fascism. At the
same time, the Comintern, taking into account
the importance of the tasks the young Albanian
Communist Party was facing, to be the leader of
the armed struggle — sent a special directive re-
garding the national-liberation struggie in Alba-
nia. The directive outlined the main tasks of the
Albanian Communist Party: 1. To organize and

develop the national-liberation struggle of the Al-
.banian people against the Italian-German occupa-

tion; 2. To form and consolidate a national-
liberation front of all Albanian patriots, raising
at first slogans that did not go beyond the frame-
work of the national-lliberation movement in Al-
bania; 3. To take the lead in the struggle waged
by the communists and to organize massive
partisan movement.
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For the young Albanian Communist Party,
which had no experience. of its own, both the
recognition by the Soviet government of the just
character of the struggle and the directive of the
Comintern were of a major importance for its
further development. These documents reas-
sured the Albanian Communist Party that the line
it had mapped out was the correct one and this
inspired the Albanian communists with courage,
confidence and greater energy for the struggle.
This actually meant that the ACP was admitted
to the Third Communist International and for-
mally recognized as a part of the international
communist movement. The First National Confe-
rence of the ACP, held on March 17, 1943, ac-
cepted with enthusiasm the directive and the sup-
port of the Comintern and G.Dimitrov.”>

G.Dimitrov followed with interest the armed
struggle of the Albanian people under the leader-
ship of the ACP.%6 At that time the name of
Dimitrov became still closer to the Albanian com-

munists and partisans. A group of partisans from

the Pelat Rexhepi partisan detachment was
charged with the protection of some Bulgarian
functionaries, who had come to Yugoslavia from
the Soviet Union and were on their way to Bul-
garia, where they had the task to step up the arm-
ed struggle. The order for that group of Alba-
nian partisans read : ‘Even if everybody has to die,
Georgi Dimitrov’s envoys must ‘reach their count-
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ry safe and sound’. The Albanian partisans ful-
filled their task and the Bulgarian communists
expressed their comradely gratitude. The Alba-
nian partisans asked many questions and, holding
their breath, tried to catch every sentence of the
comrades of Georgi Dimitrov about the hero of
Leipzig and the distinguished functionary of the
international communist movement.””

After the victory of the Albanian people and
the establishment of people’s democratic power,
Georgi Dimitrov’s prestige and influence in Al-
bania were further enhanced. The first Bulgarian
ambassador to Albania after the Septembeer 9,
1944 revolution wrote: ‘The Albanians and their
government cherish good feelings for Bulgaria...
The comrades here know very well and appreciate
highly comrade G.Dimitrov and comrade V.
Kolargy. Comrade Dimitrov’s prestige here is very
: high.’98 ’ '

Today, too, the Albanian people cherish a
feeling of respect, sympathy and gratitude for the
distinguished functionary of the international
workers’ movement and friend of the Albanian
revolutionaries Georgi Dimitrov, who spared no
efforts for the development of the Albanian revo-
lutionary and communist movement. Dimitrov’s

attitude towards Ali Kelmendi and his comrade-

emigrants is yet another proof that the great son
of the Bulgarian people was a consistent interna-
tionalist.and a distinguished functionary of inter-
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national scale. Dimitrov’s inexhaustible energy
and his ability to assist the young and.to direct
them consistently towards fulfilling their tasks
were clearly expressed. Dimitrov’s attitude to-
wards the Albanian communist movement was
also a proof of his respect and sympathy for the
Albanian people, of his faith in the creative abi-
lities of a small and backward nadon. That faith
was based on the Marxist-Leninist principle of the
equality of all peoples adopted and raised high by
Georgi Dimitrov.
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