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Communist Unity Convention

HE National Convention to establish the Communist Party

of Great Britain was held on Saturday, July 31st, 1920,

at the Cannon Street Hotel, London, E.C., and ‘on the day

following at the International Socialist Club, 28, East Road,
London, E.C.

“The' Convention was summoned by the Joint Provisional Com-
mittee of the nity the
Bri ';omhs: Party, T Commuma( Unity Group and the
S. Wales Communist Council.

The circular of invitation to Convention read as follows :—

To THE SECRETARY July 7th, 1920
Dear Comr: [he negotiations for uniting the various revolution-
ary left wing organisations in Britain in one Communist Party have now
taken definite shape. A great National Convention to establish the
i and settle all questions of lmm ediate tactics, will be
non Street Hotel, London, E.C., on Saturday, July 31st,

ation to representation at this National Convention is cordially
extended to all orghcladtin, Blasched of beyasiadtocy, o ot NG
iroups and independent cept the fundamental
communist wnity (a) he. Dictatorship,of the wmkmg class;
viet System; (c) The Third International
All bodies participating in summoning the Nationa) Convention are
pledged to ¥ Gacleions o hointe'l tactic, A o wargs thelc
organisations in AL i Party. Representation at the Con-
vention wil be held to imply that the branches, groups and socleties
represcnted will also accept jons and become branches of the
Communist Part
Vour beanch, group or sacety iy cordlally invited to send delgdtes
0 the Convention to inaugurate the Communist Party and determine its
actics and policy.  Repressntation wil ba.a¢ the rate of one delegate for
every 25 members or part thereof, and voting at the Convention will be
The representation fee will be 2s. 6d. for every 25
meml sent
agenda for the Convention are
opies of a manifesto, " A Call for a Commuist

pplication’.forme should be sent in in at once. ~Further
copies of the manifesto can be obtained on appli he names and
addresses of secretaries of unattached groups.and societies to whom in-
vitations to representation should be sent will be warmly appreciated ;
and where speakers are required o explain morc fully the object of the
Convention, they will gladly be sent if mutually satisfactory  dates can
arrange
e Communist International calls us to action are confident
that g respond to that call and Mlp yree
National Convention and the Communist Party an overwhelming
el
On behalf of the Joint Provisional Committee for the Communist

Party
ARTHUR MACMANUS, Chairman.
ALBERT INKPIN, Secretary.
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Albert Inkpin (Secretary) opened the proceedings by recom-
mending that Arthur Macmanus, chairman of the Provisional
Committee, be invited to preside. This was agreed to unanimously.

The day the Convention began was the anniversary of that
on which Jean Jaurés was assassinated, and the delegates rose and
stood in silence as a mark of respect and esteem for him and all
others who had fallen in the revolutionary cause.

T. Bell, H. W. Inkpin, Wm. Paul, W. H. Ryde and F. Willis
were appointed a Standing Orders Committee.

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

The chairman then delivered his opening address. He said it
was a sad experience that it had taken three years of Russia in
revolution, and two years of actual negotiating and deliberating,
to bring into being a conference of this description. There were
still people calling themselves Communists who were not repre-
sented at the Convention, and this fact indicated the nature of the
obstacles and difficulties that had to be overcome. He hoped that
no word at that conference—and he was sure this was the feeling.
of those assembled at it—would be regarded as in any way
calculated to widen the breach at present existing between those
wha were represented and those who were not. He hoped also
—and here again he thought the Conference would concur—that.
in the near future pressure of circumstances might have power to

persuade people outside that it was their duty to come.in.
zhcut,m the Convennon itself justified the most optimistic outlook
of those who thought there was need of a Communist Party in
this country. The agenda before them contained items that would
call for serious deliberation and might possibly call for animated
contention ; but if the Convention was taken in the spirit in which
the invitations had been sent out, then, whatever else might happen
at it, after to-day there would at least exist in Great Britain one
reliable, rigid, straight and determined Communist Party. Given

COmmunm Party he thought its membership could very well
batty , and certainly had every claim to be responsible for
dmdmg what attitude that party should adopt on different
occagions. He wanted to make one or two general observations.
with regard to the effect of the birth of the Communist Party.
The present Convention was a more efiective reply to the
solicitations of Russia than anything else that had emanated from
this country since the Russian revolution up m the pr(‘ﬁtm time.
In the past we had been content to rcspond to th magnani
mous_resolutions and expressions of mpnthy. but, except for

movement,
munist or
to. It was a curious coincidence that the sitting of the Convention
synchronised with the arrival of the Russian Commissars, who.
had now for the first time been openly invited by the British
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Government.  Kameneff and hisi comrades were expected that
evening ; it was humiliating to think that having triumphed in their
own country the Russian delegation would have to submit to the
arrogance and vainglory of the capitalist politicians here. Why
should it be at this late date in revolutionary thought and action
that, instead of the Russians being met with sympathetic kinship
and comradeship, it should be left to Lloyd George, Churchill and
the rest of the gang to go there with their hypocrisies and huxter-
ing? There was something in that to regret. We ought by
now to have made it so uncomfortable for these people that,
instead of standing on a pedestal and dictating to the rest of the
world as to how it should conduct itself, they would have enough
to do looking after us here to prevent them having any time to
worry about other countries. If the Communist Party did not
fill that bill it would fail to respond to the spirit that had called
it into being. He would ask the delegates to devote themselves
to getting through the agenda and doing what the Joint Com-
mittee had felt themselves incapable of doing—the Committee could
not arrive at a decision in connection with the tactical polic

the Communist Party. The discussion of fundamental principles
had been the least difficult task that had been set the Joint Com-
mittee during the last two years; at a very early stage there had
been general agreement that Communism was accepted as the
objective, and that the Soviet régime and dictatorship of the i
letariat were i
The dictatorship of the proletaria

thing that possibly did not exist to the same extent in any other
country in the world. When there was question of a thing being
done, if the process of domg it was likely to soil the coat or skirt
of those i
that the (hlng should be drcvpptd however desirable it might be
in itself. He hoped the spirit of the Convention would be in
opposition to that.  We believed that a social revolution was
absolutely essential, and that it was our duty to get it however
much we might be soiled in the process. Even if there arose a
necessity for bloodshed, we could always remember that the lesson
of history was that it was never the revolutionary who was
responsible for the shedding of blood; it was invariably the
counter-revelutionary. There was no subterfuge or intrigue that
our capitalist class had not been willing to resort to rather than
allow Russia to stand open to the world, justifying Communism
as a social constructive force; and the fact that we saw them
doing this with Russia at such a remote distance was an indication
of what they would do to us.

The chairman concluded by appealing to the delegates to
subordinate themselves to the work they had in hand. If the
results he anticipated were achieved any self-effacement would
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justify itself. If they rose to the standard of responsibility that
he was setting before them this would turn out to be the most
profitable week-end that the revolutionary movement had ever
had in this country.
SECRETARY'S REPORT. E
A question as to the presence of representatives of the press.
lhraughoul the conference having been disposed of, the next
matter to be considered was the Secretary’s report.  On the-
motion of Fred Shaw (B.S.P., East Bradford), seconded by
F. Barber (B.S.P., Southwark), it was unanimously agreed that
this be adopted (see Appendix A). -
FRATERNAL MESSAGES.
The chairman then read various fraternal messages reccived
by the Convention. These are printed in full in- Appendix B.

GENERAL POLICY.
A. A. Purcell (B.S.P. , South Salford) then moved the following

“The Communists in conference assembled declre for the Soviet ot
‘orkers’ Council) system as a means whereby the working class shall *
Bl posse And ks et o b4 forces. of Dobbucibh praatEgil
the dictatorship of the proletariat as a necessary means for combati

the means of production shall be communally owned and controlled.
This Conference therefore establishes itself the Communist Party on

the foregoing basi
He said that during the last three months wherever he and
some others had gone they had been confronted with a mequest
as to when England was going to do something with regard to
the formation of a strong Communist party. That was because
in Norway, Sweden, and elsewhere this work had already been
done, or, at any rate, Communists in those countries had already
gathered the forces together for the purpose of being prepared
to work on the necessary lines. Anybody who had seen the
development that some present had seen could hardly come back
to this country without being convinced, if they were members
of the working-class at all, of the very urgent need that existed
for the formation of what he regarded as an important guide to
the trade union or industrial movement in this country. We
required that guide here just as it was required in the case of
Russia. He believed that in the resolution we had a clear state-
ment that many members of the industrial movement, mainly
unattached to any Socialist organisation, would be prepared 1o
rally found. A great many trade unionists to-day used the cry :
“Control of Industry’; most of these hardly knew at the moment
—because of the want of a guide—where that was taking them
to, or what was ex ed of them in that connection. Here we
saw it clearly laid down that the purpose of the Communist Party.
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was to assist and act as a guide to the proletarian movement!
We must make certain that we did not quarrel about mere
phraseology; but that we regarded as important the need for
urging the working-class a1t D rally” fortohs D et being
capable of owning and controfling the means of production in
He believed that if we adapted our methods we.
ound us, particularly in the large centres,
of the working-class prepared to fight and give of their best in
the interest of such a movement as this. The resolution declared
for the dlctz(omhlp of the proletariat as a means of combating
e in the period  between
Capitalism and Communism. That, again, was a statement of
(h(: hest _importance, because it urged the working-class to
come into the ranks of Communism as well as to assist in the
ol | Gt agitation. In declaring ourselves within
the four corners of this resolution, we were laying down a plan
that the working-class of this country could rally to. Capitalism,
he believed, was decaying at its very roots. The industrial
organisations might not know that; but, so long as they were
prepared to revolt, it was our business to go to them and say :
“While you are prepared to revolt, we, at the same time, are
prepared to show you the machine that must be used in order to
take possession of the means of production and work them in
the interests of yourselves and e community generally.”’ For
the purpose of doing that we had to recognise the hard concrete
facts of industrial organisation. It was useless mmmuauy
prodding and pmpnckmg the working-class; we were not gois
to get the best from the working-class by doing that; we ha
to take them in hand and show them the way laid down in this
resolution. He thought we should do our utmost to be unanimous
about this resolution in order that it might not merely go forth
to the i C of the world as our
definite declaration, but that it could be taken to our people and
they be asked to recognise in this instrument the first step towards
success in their own emancipation.

The resolution having been formally seconded,

H. Webb (AshtonsCommunist Group) said that delegates had
come with definite mandates, and nothing that could be said
would influence those mandates in the slightest degree; but what
was said might be carried back by the delegates to the groups
and might affect the action of those groups in the future.
Certain words had been left out of the resolution which would
give it much more effectiveness; what was needed was the
dictatorship of the proletariat, not only in the form of the Soviet
Council, but also in the form of the man with the gun in his
hand. To men who had been used by imperialism in the world
war we must point out the historic and revolutionary value of
the use of the gun in the hands of the working-class. In this
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‘lassic home of capitalism its downfall would be in the form of
a civil struggle which would be consummated in the streets, the
workers battling through by the guidance of the Communist
Party.
C. L. Gibbons (Ferndale Socialist Society) said he wanted
made a little clearer the point in the resolution which declared
for the Soviet or Workers’ Council, and then went on to state
the means whereby the working-class should achieve power.
Seeing that this was the beginning of the Communist Party, he
thought we should quite definitely state that the achieving of
power would come from the soldiers’ councils, and the actual
control of the farces of production from the workers' councils.
He thought this should be made clear and put into the resolution.
W. Mellor (Guild Communist Group) said he did not want
to discuss the resolution, because it seemed to him they had come
to the Convention agreeing with it. If they did not agree with
the resolution they should go away, if they did agree they should
pass it without making long speeches as to its meaning. But he
suggested it was urgent that some reference should be made to
the Third International. He had put through to the Standing
ders Committee a suggestion that the Third Inernational should
bc mentioned in this resolution on general polcy, and he hoped
erencel would agree that we should not only stand for
the dictatorshp of the proletariat, agree with thel Soviet system
as the means whereby we could achieve Communism, and agree
at Communism was our aim, but, as a Communist party, we
-hould at thig crisis declare our adhesion to the Third Inter-
national. He asked the Chairman to use his influence with the
Standing Orders Committee to get them to include in the
resolution a_certain declaration of our adhesion to the Third
ln!ernxtmﬂs]
. A. Watts (B.S.P., Rochdale) said he rose to voice the
opnuon of the branch that an effort should be made to include

“any other body who had not seen their way yet to fall in with

this Convention. We wanted one Communist Party here, not

more.
R. Stewart (Socialist Prohibition Group).said he did not want

to be taken as stressing too much the point of the man with
the gun. A great many people talked about guns who would run
away when they saw one. He did not know whether he could
use a gun if he had one, and he did not know much about the
dictatorship of the proletanat What we knew was that the
dictatorship of the proletariat was necessary, and that we should
require to do as circumstances determined. He did not suppose
the sincerity of those who were not gun-men would be questioned ;
we should all count it a pleasure and pride to live and die for
the Communist movement. But he thought the Provisional
Committee would be wise to devote themselves to building up.

8




uch an organisation as would make it possible for the minifum
of violence to achieve the maximum for the Communist Party.
Even the Capitafist could not use guns upan us, except so far
a5 he could perisuade members of our class that somehow or
other our policy was detrimental to their interest. Whether the
guns came soon or late, or whether they came at all, there might
be moments when it was far more revolutionary to refuse to have
anything to do with guns. As to the Third Tnternational, itidid

to him necessary to write in explicit terms that we were
attached to it; the less we loaded the resolution with phrases, the
better. What we needed to do was to form as soon as possible
a party sufficiently strong to bear itself in any manner dictated
by the circumstances of the moment.

e man_said he recommended that the words * and
adhesion to the Third International  should be added to the
resolution.

This was unanimously agreed to.
The amended resolution was then put to the meeting, and
carried unanimously also as follows
“The Communists in confer!nce assembled declare for the Soviet (or

W mm Counci) system s & ayehns whereby the working class shall

achi e control of the forces of production ; declare

the d.u..mnh.,, nr rhr‘ pr

I s a necessary means for combating
the count during the transition period between capitalism
and e adoption of these means as steps

towards the establishment of 4 system of complete communism wherein
the means of production shall be_com;
This Conference therefor
the foregoing basis, and declares
PARLIAMENTARY ACTION,
The next matter to be brought before the. C(‘mvemlm\ was the
following resolution on Parliamentary Actiot
1+ The Commurist Party repudiates the reformist view that a so
revolution can bo_achioved by the ordinary methods of pariament
regards parllamentary and el
roviding a m..:m, mians of peopsganda aad agit
fon. The tactcs to be employed by, repregentatives of the Party
cleted to Parliament or local bodie [

adhesion to the Third International.”

ies must be laid dow
v local circumstances.

s holding a mandate from the Par
and ot from the particular consituency for which they happen (o it

The Chairman sai lhere were several amendments to this
resolution, but the ot affect its general tenour, and would
practically be included in lhe discussion.

T. Bell (Glasgow Communist Unity Group), moving the
resolution on behalf of the Joint Provisional Committee, said
that, so far as the Joint Committee were concerned, the Com-
munist Unity Group and the B.S.P. were in complete agreement
upon the need fon and the s\dvmbmtv of taking Parliamentary
action, but the present resolution had arisen in the course of the
negotiations with the W.S.F. a1 hads ech:beid very important.
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at the time.  After the defection of the W.S.F. the resolution
might have been cleared off, since there was no point of differes
between the remaining groups that made up the Unity Co

there was still a considerable amount
hesitancy in many groups on the question of Parliamenta
action, for and against, it had been th

anammﬁary democracy.
on to Communist parties mlemz(nonally at the present time,
11 those who agreed with him dxd not believe it was possible
to effect a peaceful the F
democracy as understood to-day, Fa thereby to work out t
emancipation of the working-class; they believed that the
Parliamentary institution as it existed to-day, the constituency.
in itself, was entirely foreign to the purpose of the Communist -
state of society they had in mind. Consequently, in preference
to the Parliamentary constituency, they rather looked to the more

of prop’lganda and agitation orninte di revolution, while the
did not place any favlh in the Parliamentary institution in ln)d‘y
and did not believe it was upable ol rmmg into the scheme of
things that they as C s they
thought it of value to not
ut the door upon any avenue “ha«soem that was going to
erate the minds of the masses from their superstitious faith in
Parliamentary democracy. He thought the best policy to adopt
towards that particular objective was to demonstrate inside the
S Commons that, so far as the working class were con-
, there was nothing to be hoped for in thai chamber. By
breaking the
which played so large a part in shaping the mmdwf the workers,
we could do a great deal to break down that reverence forl Par-
liamenary institutions that many of our fellow-workers had.
This was a bone of contention, he knew; the contention arising
because it was thought ing i

ta take thotoath of alkgianca. . Spéaling for the Broviaibill
Committee, they had no dubiety on this point. It was laid down
in the resolution that the representatives of the Communist Party
must be considered as holding a mandate from the party
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executive, and that they would be at all times under the control,
management, and supervision of the Executive Committee—that
was what it amounted to. If, in the course of our agitation, the
Exccutive thought it advisable that members of the Communist
Party should be in the House of Commons, the oath should not
stand in the way; it was a question to be decided in relation to
the expediency of the moment, whether for our agitational pur-
poses it was more valuable to r’duse to take the oath, or to take
the oath in order to gain some other objective more valuable for
our revolutionary agitation. And so on with reference to all the
questions as to precedents and conventionalitics inside the House.
He suggested that Communist candidates only had allegiance to
the principles of Communism and the movement now organised in
the Third International. Our ethic and morality had to i
from our | i principles of C In reference
1o action inside the House of Commons, our policy all the time
was a critical, destructive one, exposing the fraudulent character
of our modern Parliamentary democrac; which was not a free
institution at all, but was an institution controlled by high
finance. That being so, he suggested that it was the business
of the Communist Panv inside thet House of Commons, in order
to liberate the minds of the masses with regard to capitalist
fetishes, critically to examine every situation that arose, and to
ise/the points of view put forward by our opponents, whether
bourgeois, semi-Radical, or anything else, and, generally speak-

g, help to focus the attention of the \).Orﬂ(mg class upon the
vital interests so far as the Communist agitation was concerned.
As to the clause, “In all cases such representatives must be
considered as holdvng a mandate from the party, and not from
the particular consituency for' which they happen to sit,” those
of us who had been identified with the political Labour movement
fori any length of time knew the hackneyed phrase used by the
politicians of all shades of opinion, that once they went |n<|de
!he House of Commons they ceased to have any connection with
their particular organisation and represented the interests of all
sections in the community. This was a pretence; it was
impossible—and this was ihe inherent weakness of the Par-
liamentary constituency—for any representative to express the
desires and wills of ail the conflic ing class elements that made
up a mnmn.cnc_v, By this resoltion we sought to make
it emphatic that the candidate sent up by the Cnmmuniq Party
would contest the seat under the surveillance of the Communist
Party Executive, and would go to the House of Commons with
a mandate from the party—that he would not draw his mandate
from the constituency. That was thel point of view’ sought to
be brought out in the resolution—that we must have discipline
to the Commu e from all members, whether inside
or outside the House of Commons.
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The _resolution seconded, and it was agreed, on
suggestion of the Chairman, that the discussion should take |
form of argument for and against Padliamentary action; leavi
ill afterwards all question of amending the resolution.

C. L. Gibbons (Ferndale Socialist Society) spoke against
resolution. He said there was perhaps not one present why
mind was not made up; but, if there were a few doubters, h

All who had taken part in the movement knew that only ve
few men would be found with much energy, time, money, and
enthusiasm to put into it; and the matter should be looked at
from that point of view quite apart from the question whether

into something else. We had not the men, enthusiasm, time,
money even to do vital organisation and educational work in

the mmt intensive propaganda, to do work
of the resolution told us he recognised was not vital, was asking’
UL T v faceiok e o bacot aiaation: » Eviry

of the mover had been against taking part in politi
The average man would say: “If you tell me an institution can:
give me no result in the long run, T am not going to waste my’
time upon it.” We had to appeal to the average man; we must
not think we could carry through the revolution without him.
Apart from that, we needed every man, every penn;

of enthusiasm, and every moment of time in the
the educational and industrial field.

C. Abbott (Southwark “Herald” League) protested that an
amendment that his group had sent up against Parliamentary
action ought to have been taken. It seemed to him that most
of those in the unofficial section of the S.L.P.

In the factory, where you talked to the workman, was the point
where. organisation should take place.

H. Macmillan (Glasgow Gamgad 1.L.P.) said the Convention
had assembled to try to arrange a_specialist line of tactics in
order to carry out our programme. We were entering on a new
phase of the class war. The class war must be conducted in
every country very much as any other kind of war—we must take
into consideration the geographical situation of the country, its
economic position, and the temperament of the people. Taking:
all these points into consideration, he had come to the conclusi

2



| -

that it would be a great mistake to cut ourselves adrift from
bodies who undertook to run the masses by electoral methods.
The question of tactics might be illustrated by the story of an
enormous boulder which used to divide the road near a small
Village in Russia. When it was desired to remove this boulden
% firm of engineers was consulted. These offered to break it
up with hammer and wedge, and cart it away, the cost being five
thousand roubles. This sum being too-much for the village to
pay, another firm of engineers was consulted, and these offered
1o blow the boulder to pieces with explosives, at a cost of three
thousand roubles. This was still toa much, and a navvy learning
\what was wanted offered to remove the boulder for two hundred
roubles. His offert was at first pooh-poohed, but was eventually
accepted. The next morning the navvy presented himself on the
job with pick, shovel, and wheelbarrow, and began to dig a great
hole it front of the boulder. The soil was soft. He dug it out
and wheeled it to the side of the road until the hole was large
enough; then, using a great log of wood for a fulerum and a
stout pole for a lever, with the aid of a company of soldiers wha
happened to come along, he toppled the boulder into the hole.
All that then remained for him to do was to fill sufficient earth
on top of the boulder to make the road level. The tactics of the
Bolshevists in Russia had been like this—they had simply over-
thrown Tsardom and buried it. But the obstacle that British
revolutionists had to shift was an entirely different boulder,
resting not on soft clay, but on a substratum as hard as the
boulder itself.

T. ]. Watkins (Trethomas Communist Unity Group) said that
if he had not been an anti-parliamentarian before coming to the
Convention, the mover of the resolution would have made him
one. It did not appear to him that either guns or Parliament
could bring about the thing we were after. ~ We should not be
such fools as to face guns armless, and we knew that so long
as we used a weapon as obsolete as Parliament we were not
going to bring satisfaction to the working class. He would
suggest a unified wage demand in place of the present higgledy-
piggledy methods of the trade union movement. This would be
tackling the capitalist in the only place where we could tackle
him; for if we were to do_anything we must reduce his profits
in a scientific manner. The only intelligent sane line for the
Convention to go upon was that of taking industrial action.

J. R. Stead (St. Helens Socialist Society) said he had always
understood that it was the economic power outside Parkiament
that controlled the inevitable development of working-class
conditions. Men like Brace, Thomas, and Clynes would probably
have tended towards the revolutionary position had they not
become members of the House of bombast and gas which was
ruled by the executive of the capitalist class.
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Robert Williams (B.S.P. National Branch) said he would
to support the general principle of the resolution with
committing himself actually to the whole of the contents.
be a revolutionary did not necessarily imply either that oné
a Utopian o an impossiblist. We must have some regard

o

h The Convention had already agreed
affiliation with the Third International, and affiliation with
revolutionary organisation would impose duties and obligations

pon us as well as entitle us to claim rights and privilegi

Tha dities dod obligations would be to accept in a general w
according to racial, national, and economic considerations a
riequirements, the gencml policy of the International:
he had had an opportunity of talking with Lenin.

to a certain amount of consideration. |
talked also to Tchitcherine, who said that Lenin was a man ol
unerring perception and intuition, and that in every decision
had helped to frame between the first and second revolutions o
1917, through the Brest-Litovsk peace and onwards, he had b
instinctively right. Lenin, speaking to him (Williams) had said 3
“Of coursé, you must utilise Parliamentary action’ ; and it wa

and make a simultancous demand for an increase of wages.
Did anyone believe that the perpetuation of the wage system wo
bring about the destruction of capital ty?  The employer
took care that every advance in wages was passe
consumen with a fittle for extra profit to_ iy

* delegates had cheered to the
countries—Russia, Austria
Hungary—and in_every
pledged to political action. Would anyone tell him our move
ment would not be considerably stronger if wa had a man i
Karl Liebknecht in the House of Commons? It would be
considerable accession of strength if we had only one man
the House of Commons to-day who, every time a Cabi
Minister got up to make a stafement, would repeat: ** You'
a liar!””  That in itself would be sufficient to intensify ous
propaganda. 1f half a dozen men were championing the cause
of the proletariat in the House of Commons, we could make it
possible to use the pages of “Hansard” as revolutionary
propaganda.

W. Hill (Oldham Communist Unity Group) said that Genet

Booth, when questioned as to money he got from a public-hou
for his religous work, replied: “I would take money from
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devil to do God’s work.” We should be priepared to take every
instrument of capitalism and use it to smash the capitalist
system, and Parliament could be used to good effect if we got
the right men. One suggestion from the group he represented
\was that before a man was accepted as candidate he should put
into writing an application for the Chiltern Hundreds, and hand
this to the Executive of the Party. Then, if this individual
departed from what he had promised to. do, the date could be
put intothe application, and this posted to the necessary quarters.
Thus the man would be recalled. The floor of the House of
Commons was the finest propaganda platform in the country;

alist press could boom for its own purposes a man
like Grayson when he got expelled. Supposing we had twenty
Communists prepared to make fools of themselves by ignoring
the precedents of the House of Commons and making an uproar,
simply proving to the people that.a geographical instrument like
Parliament could not accomplish an industrial purpose such as
the workers wanted. By obstructive tactics, Parliament could
be used to great effect. We did not want men who would go
there to ameliorate the condition of the workers, but men whose
object was to smash the machine.

J. Hamilton (Liverpool Communist Unity Group), speaking
against the resolution, said he wanted to point out to Williams
that political action was not necessarily parliamentary. Political
activity and agitation could be carried on in other directions than
by puiting up candidates for Parliament. The question was one-
of tactics and vital so far as the advanced elements in this
country were concerned.  Personally, he was firmly convinced
that putting candidates forward at the present time was waste of
time and money.  When the revolutionary time came in_this
country it might not be on a political issue; it was more likely
to be on an industrial question, such as that of wages that the
crisis would arise, when the Communist Party, in conjunction
with the industrial machine, would have to take control. If we
wasted time trying to impress upon the workers the necessity of
sending uals to Parliament, this would make confision
worse confounded. The perfecting of the industrial machine was
necessary. Undoubtedly it was the industrial machine that would
have to function if revolution took place, and not the Parliament-
ary machine, which would be cast on one side.

H. Webb said he spoke against Parliamentary action, and per-
haps the opposition of the group he represented was somewhat
novel in certain aspects. Williams had mentioned the value of
a Liebknecht on the floor of the House of Commons; but in the
Ashton and Oldham district they thought that in spite of the
lines on which the Communist Party was founded, we were not
certain of getting men of the type of Liebknecht on to the floor

the House of Commons. That being so, they were convinced
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that anti-Parliamentism expressed in this

if ultimately it had to conform itself to some part of Parliament
action, it would have within its ranks units free from a policy
betteriing their) personal ego on the floor of the House of Co
It had been suggested that it would be of value to have men |
Parliament obstructing certain measures, and it had also
suggested that it would be of value to have such matter published
in **Hansard” ; but the capitalist press could also publish
discussed in the House of Commons, and with the facilities
its disposal, it could use controversy;in a more hostile sense
we could. Further, with regard to revolutionary political a
outside the House of Commons, his group had had a li
experience. They had run a Communist candidate in the Gorton
division, and had been convinced that the result was not wo
the time and money spent upon the contest. Had there been
revolutionary Communist party prepared to spend the same money
in getting at the industrial masses in the workshop, the result
would have been more valuable. But on this question his gro
were prepared to stand loyally by the findings of this Convent
ndings might be. Parliamentary actio
o affiliation to the Labour Party were absolutely minor ma

n comparison with stirring up the working class.  If we
ev:mually to have some form of Parliamentary activity
obstructionist lines, we should see to it that the men who
to move along those lines were real revolutionary fighters;
a vote against Parliamentary action now would enable us to
this.

‘W. Mellor said he took it that no delegate at the Conference
regarded this question as a matter of principle; it was one of e
pediency and tactics. He wanted to point out to delegates
it was not merely a question of Westminster; i

throughout the British Islands;
to Winston Churchill or the Speaker **You're a liar,” but of
working-men Communists, getting hold of the central authoritie

throw it away. Delegates had spoken of the working class,
who were the working class? In the main the working class i
all the: people we disliked; we had to recognise and to build o
organisation on fact—not theory. The fact was that the Bri
working class now had only got to the stage where they wi
politically beginning to be conscious. Go anywhere into an

cultural district now—and the agricultural districts were going to
be key centres in any revolution—and what were the people th
thinking about? They were just beginning to seel some kind of




glimmer in having somebody in Pailiament to represent them.
$ic thought them wrong, but that was the psychology of the
workers, and we had to work with that psychology at the basis
of our Orgdl|1>atlun in a realist, and not a utopian, party. If in
this Confere 5310 fhat i Heligvad,RonAiHo0s o ripe in
this country to get ¢ the Féenbution, Wwihout using every weapon we
could lay hands on, we were writing down the Conference as
Junatics, or dreames, dwelling centuries ahead. However mi
e might fear the mnum.muon of the capitalist machine, We
had to work inside that machine if we were going to smash it.
We must look at the matter ondlalttn high peak of Marxian
dogma, but from the low ground of Marxian analysis. Marx
showed that we had to use the instruments that were at our dis-
posal at the moment. These included on the one hand industrial
organisation, and, on the other hand, the power that came to
the workers in local and national assemblies.

Mrs. D. B. Montefiore (Glasgow College B.S.P.) said she
would like to remind the Convention that one of the messages
read that morning was from Clara Zetkin. There was no doubt
bout Clara Zetkin being a revolutionary. She had been an inti-
mate friend of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxembourg, and had
done immense work among the workers of Germany in organising
and propaganda.  Yet on the first chance of getting to the
Reichstag, Clara Zetkin had presented herself and been elected.
In that po her volce carried oot only in Germany, but in
other countries ; her revolutionas ssages spoken in the Reich-
stag had been repeated in newspapcrs here. Another case in
point was that of Mrs. Snowden, who was to contest Leicester.
We should miss our opportunity as Communists if we did not
put up a candidate against her. ~ Mrs. Snowden had thrown her-
self into the arms of the bourgeoisie to insult Soviet Russia, and
ought to be met by 2 Communist so as to show the workers of
England where she was, and where the Communist position was.
Important as the industrial method was, important as was the
stopping of making munitions, at the same time we must go into
Parllamem and work there.

W, t (B.S.P., Paisley) said there were one or two
zrgumcnls \\hxch those who opposed the resolution did not seem
justified in using. Comrades who opposed the resolution declared
uzat our main purpose Wwas to get at the man on the job; but
whilst it was absolutely necessary to get at the,man on the job,
you did not get at him always at . Ther¢ were many men
in industry who would not listen to you except at a period of
crisis, such as a strike or a general election. As much industrial
propaganda was done in an clection campaign as during the same
amount of ordinary trade union workshop a . Comrades
must realise that fact, and realise that it was not always at the
ry gate that the factory worker was waiting to listen to

g
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them. The question had been asked, how were we to justify ou
selves participating in Parliament and at the same time arguin
that Parliament was no use as a means of emancipation? But the

Socialist party, and was not so hidebound theoretically as all
Anothes point was that the advocates of anti-Parliamentism
direct action said that we had to perfect the industrial ma

50 as to have an ideal industrial machine at our dispo:
had to wait until we got a perfect industrial organisation w
should have to wait until Doomsday. ~ Circumstances had
worked it that a crisis would be forced upon us, and as to wh

we should take full advantage of that crisis, would not dep
upon the measure of perfection of our organisation, but it wor
depend on the amount of propaganda we had done. That prop

inside the public house, at general elections, and at all times; an
he was prepared to advocate the use of the Parliamentary weapo
S0 as to get at the workers’ minds. )
R. Stewart (Socialist Prohibition Group) said there would

elections whether we participated or not, and the chances w

that we should spend more time telling the other fellow that
‘was not worth while, than it would take to do the job and he sur
that it was not worth wl We should not keep out of Pai
mentary elections however much we said we wanted to o
people congregated to hear what_the candidates had to say 3
election itimes, and the opportunity{ for propaganda ‘ought

to be missed.

&

No one could say what the Communist members w
do on their first day in Parliament.  Quite likely they would
thrown out. He liked the spirit of those who were person:

g

persons in important positions if it thought such action in
own interest. Getting down to rigid principle, so far as he
concerned, he was prepared to use any instrument that
flexible enough to appl Lhc principle. ~ We needed a fl
id principle, and that rigid principle
the common a\mershnp of the means of production.
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L. Manoin (B.S.P., Sheffield) supported the resolution.
E. Marsh (B.S.P., Central Hackney) said he supported the
resolution because in his opinion it was necessary to use every
weapon at our command to fight the master class. Anyone who
Supported industrial action but not Parliamentary action, or vice
ert, was like a man going into a boxing match with onc arm

i i The master class organised alike on the industrial
and political fields, and we should take a lesson from them.

F. L. Kerran (B.S.P., Central London) said the delegates were
in too much of a hurry. They talked as if they had the whole of
the masses of the people at their disposal; but, as a matter of fact,
they only represented a very small fraction of the workers of this
country. We could not make bricks without straw, and we
could not bring about a revolution without having a certain
number of the masses to support us. Turning to countries
\where they had used political action for a considerable period,
quite recently there had been a political crisis in Germany, and
the capitalist press said that the Parliamentary system of
Germany was breaking down, Italy was another country where
the Parliamentary system was rapidly breaking idown. Why?
Because the Italian workers had sent such a large body of men to
the Italian Parliament that the Government was almost impotent
in face of their opposition. As soon as we got the workers indus-
trially organised in any country, we found that fact reflected in
the political aspect of that country. It was absurd to suppose
that you could have any country industrially well organised and

itically unorganised; the two things went hand in hand.
‘When they had the two things together, the workers would soon
find out by experienice that the old method of political organisa-
tion was imperfect and should be scrapped. s soon as we in
this country got as far advanced as Germany and Italy were, we
should find that the political system as it was known to-day,
would break up and make room for another system.

G. Roberts (B.S.P., Stalybridge) said he was a realist in the
first sense of the word, and his experience recently had been that
we could not ignore the psychology of the working class, whether
we liked it or not. The Parliamentary institution of this country
was of as long standing as the wage system itself, and when
elections were taking place the working class usually took a very
intense interest in political matters. Furthermore, he had noticed
that when a Labour man stood in any constituency, whether or
not the Labour man attacked the capitalist system and advocated
Socialism, the press and other representatives of the capitalist
- class saw to it that the question of Socialism was introduced—with
~ this difference, that they gave an absolutely wrong impression of
- What Socialism would be.  The consequénce was that at that
5ﬁod when the workers. were interested they were hoodwinked.

le thought it was the duty of a member of the Communist party
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not only to attack the capitalist system, but to defend the worl
class politically as well as industrially; he was aware that
could never hope to bring in the revolution by the Parliame
machine, but he recognised also that the strength of the Sociali
movement did not depend upon the numerical state of the v
but rather upon the tenacity \nlh which we defended the workin
class all the time. He believed in defending the working
not because he wanted to standardise their slavery, but because
defending them he was attacking capitalism, and because
were the class that would bring about the revolution.

A. Siffleet (B.S.P., Tooting) said that in favouring Pa
mentary action because we simply could not afford to omit
use, he did not imply that he attached undue importance to
He was of opinion that there was no time for us to convert ¢l
electorate to any extent and get our meg on the floor of
House of Commons in any number. He believed the revolu
was too near for that. At the same time we had to recognise
the master class were adepts so far as working-class psychols
was concerned. We had all seen artists in clay who made a m;

on one side. So at election times the working-class mind
created to perform certain offices, and afterwards rolled up a
thrown on one side.  Three months after electing the Govei
ment to office the workers found they had been deluded.
thought our political action would be far more effective outside th
House of Commons than inside. It was our duty to try to
the workers to think about the revolution which imight be of
them at any moment—to think how it would affect them and th
part they would play in it. Answering Confrade ﬁe“an s
ence to guns, we did not want guns if we could avoid them; b
force would not be withheld so far as the master class were con
cerned. The workers must consider the question of armed fo
if necessary, to meet what would be brought against them.
was not enough to say, ‘“Wait until the time,’” because we shoul
find the other man armed and ourselves with nothing but ide
‘We must avail ourselves of the Parliamentary weapon, but ng
overrate it. Its only utility was for the education of the ma:
to bring about the social revolution.
T. Bell rcp]lcd to the discussion. He said- there had
nothing against icipation in Pa
mentary elections; the main point was that such participation
not vyital. Not vital to what? Not vital, he presumed, to

movement. We had got beyond the frame of mind that loo
to conditions at some future date to determine what we were
do. The Communist Party in the near future was going to.
above all an active, decisive, and consciously working organi
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- massacres of Jowish Communists and Trade Unionists, carri

in the Labour movement. We were not going to leave things to
I ance or time, but would seck to direct them in the direction we
as our Communist purposes were.

Cernative to Parliamentary work, but the mass movement in the
ks of Labour could be influenced through Parliamentary
Ttivity and action. The experience of the Communist Unity
group during the last election had been that the very means now.
P ted as an wmiternative to Parliamentary action had been
adopted in a manner that could not have been adopted at any
Literature had been distributed against the League

2f Nations, showing the territory that the Allies were secking o

Gire, Meetings had been held in workshops and factories,
delivering the Bolshevik message, and had received substantial
Sapport.  The doors ought not to be closed in cither the educa-
tional, industrial, or political field; all doors should be open so
Shat we might be able to bring our Communist opinion to bear

n the mass psychology of the workers as a whole. It had
been said that political ieaders had betrayed the workers, and
mention had been made of Henderson and Thomas. But where
had these learned their treachery? They had learned it in the
industrial field, and if you could not trust men in the political
field, how could you hope to trust them in the industrial field?
1f you had no confidence to send men to the Houss of Commons,
how could you have confidence in them to lead a strike?  Al-
though a crisis might be industrial, it might be political in essence,
and, what was more, they knew that crises originating in_the
industrial field assumed a political character, and it was for us
in a political capacity to wield that crisis fbr our Communist
purposes. He appealed to all present, whatever decision might
be come to in this matter, or any other, to subordinate these
minor and secondary aspects of the movement to the fundamental
principles of an active Communist Party.

The Chairman said the resolution would now be put for and
against. In the event of its being carried it would be subject to
amendments such as did not touch its integral character.

The resolution was put to a card vote. Cards to the number
of 186, and representing 4,650 votes, were shown in its favour,
while 19 cards, representing 475 votes were against it.

The Conference then adjourned.

EVENING SESSION.

The Conference reassembled later in the same day, the first
business being the reading of further fraternal messages. These
are also printed in full in Appendix B.

The following resolution was moved, seconded, and carried
unanimously :—

This Commu

st Convention protests in the strongest terms against the
By the
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G f Poland, Roumama .and Hungary, and which are too of
e by vt A 3
PARLIAMENTARY ACTION : AD]OUR\ED DISCUSSION
The Conference then turned again to the question of Par]
mentary action.
The Chmrman said they had now arrived at the ames

The first of these was from Birkenhead. It w:
delete the words ‘‘Parliamentary and electoral action,” and
substitute the words, “‘revolutionary political action expressed
Parliamentary and municipal activities.” .
J. Fitton (Birkenhead Communist Group) moved the amer
ment, saying it was a matter of phmseo!og), but the resoluf
would be more definite if amended as suggested.

G chks (B.S.P., Reading) objected that the amendment

a matter of phraseology. If carried, the whole

ol the remluuon would be altered.
The amendment was put and lost.
The next amendment was from the Hali
It was to add the words, *

election, such candidate should not be allowed to accept the sea

A. Waight (Halifax Marxian Group) said his Group had th
reasons for moving this amendment. First, they could not
ceive the Party allowing any of its members io accept a
insi

systenn and the dictatorship of the proletariat. A i
as that the amendment would test the sincerity of the Party
t.he resolution already passed; it would test whether political
activity was to be for, cducational ‘propagandia pirpaiiiti
by laying it down that the political activity would mot have
chance of taking on an opportunist character. A third point
that it took away the ground from the individual opportunist.
was all right to say, as had been said in the resolution, that
candidate, if returned, should only act upon the mandate of ti
Pm), but the past history of men who had been successful
that they had gencrnlly turned round and refused to acoept
mandate from anybod!
Halifax amendment was then voted on and lost. '\
The next amendment was to delete the word ‘valuable’” befor
“‘means of propaganda.”’ This was agreed to without dis
An amendment to alter the words, “rnpr&matwes of
Party elected to Parliament” to “‘members of the Party cont
or elected to Parliament,”” brought with it a little discussion.
was moved by J. Hamilton, who said that the Liverpool.
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- munist Group considered the phrasing they suggested much more
‘expressive than that of the original resolution. By altering
“ tatives’’ to ‘‘members’’ they prevented an individual
coming along, without being a member of the Party, and getting:
its support in this particular direction; and the introduction of the
word “‘contesting”’ was important, because it made it _explicit
that the rule applied both before and after election. They. had
another amendment, to delete the words ‘‘according to national
or local circumstances” ; because they considered this phrase
vould give an opportunity to evade the candidate’s being  tied
down by the resolution so far as tactios wee: concerned.

W. Mellor opposed the amendment, and took the opportunity
to draw attention to what he considered a danger in the resolu-
tion as it stood. What was meant, he asked, by the phrase,
“iJaid down by the Party’’? Did this refer to the Party in dele-
gate conference or to the Executive? It scemed to him that the
Slause as drafted would lead to centralisation of the worst possible
type, endangering local initiative and setting up a bureaucracy
which future conferences would be always criticising. ~ The
‘Convention must not accept the idea that local circumstances did
not count, or, alternatively, that the people at the head office

stood all local circumstances. From the head office mani-
festoes, leaflets, speakers, etc., could go out for ever; but unless
‘there was a response inside the localities all such efforts would
‘be vain. Neither the amendment nor the resolution as it stood
safeguarded local life, local initiative, local control, and he asked
the delegates to consider seriously whether the last two sentences
of the resolution expressed what the Convention wanted. He
thought the amendment should be rejected because of the deletion
of the words, “according to national or local circumstances’;
but there was a more vital quéstion before them than that.
‘were faced with the whole question of the relationship of the local
e Communist Party to the Executive, and the resolu-
tion was giving the Executive an awful amount of authority. He
did not think it wise for the Communist Party at its birth to begin
by bureaucratising its administration.

The Chairman said he would suggest to the delegates that they
‘were only deciding the tactical policy of the Communist Party for
a few months. As he understood, when the Convention was
finished, and the Provisional Executive appointed by the Conven-
tion to knock into shape the Communist Party, the first obvious
duty of that Executive would be to issue a call for resolutions that

be embodied in a draft constitution that would be submitted
1o the Party for amendment and alteration. As he saw the situa-
tion, within a few months, the Provisional Executive must have
prepared a draft constitution of some description. That skeleton
.~ would be sent out to every member of the Party in order to ascer-
 tain every point of view as to what the constitution of L& Party
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should be, and: a later draft would be prepared for
examination and criticism.  Finally this would be submitted to
vote of all me
the Party. So far as Mellor's fears were concerned, whi
was done now wouldin the end only become effective when it
ratified by the Party o
A. A Watts said he did not think the Party could lay da
to the local branches throughout the country all items of polic
for their local conduct. The resolution meant that the co
elected to a particular body would represent the Party as a
the electors, and that if he went from the policy of the Party
should no longer be regarded as one of its members. Mellor’
read into the resolution an entirely different meaning. A natio
Party could not lay down all the things that were to guide #
Partty throughout the country. The Party locally must decide o
local affairs, and nationally on national affairs, but its men
would sit on public bodies as representing the Party, not th
constituents.
]. Grierson (B.S.P., Openshaw) supported the amendme
They could not have one thing in Essex and another
Northumberland, but must have a Communist Party with
discipline. In the B.S.P. we had seen some branches su
Labour candidates, while others opposed them, and on on
occasion Hyndman had come down to Openshow and supporte
a Labour candidate in preference to a B.S.P. candidate run:
the local branch. Such things would happen again if we
not careful.

A. Vandome (B.S.P., South Hackney) and R. Stewart havis
spoken, i’
H. Webb said local autonomy would lead to confusion,
the north they would have half a dozen towns in close proxim
to each other, but all pursuing different policies.

Mrs. Kennedy (B.S.P., Erith) said that if local autonom:
not allowed, more damage might be done to the Communsil
than otherwise.
Miss E. Wilkinson (Manchester Guild Communist Group) s
if we were going in for a revolutionary party we must have:
general staff and be willing to obey it. * After the revolution
could have local The present
important, because if the Convention was laying dowt
the lines on which the Communist Party was to be formed, and
it was got into the heads of the people who were to draft
stitution that they were to goon the same old lines, we could n
have a revolutionary party, much less a revolution. A revolut
meant discipline and obedience.

J. E. Thomas (Aberdare Communist Unity Group) said,
this point of rigid discipline; he would like to know how far
Conference could tie the hands of a member of a trade union
was also a member of this Party if he was run as a candidate.
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CEOW. Llewdlyn (BS P P]ymoulh) said he supported the
O ent. He h ed only last week to run as a
Labour candidate lor one ol me wards in Plymouth, and had
ﬁxed that he would only stand as a Communist candidate.
Ambers of a trade union who were also members of the Com-
ist pany must stand by their Communist principles. There
too much local autonomy now.  Elections were fought on
Jocal questions, but we wanted to have them fought on the prin-
gpks of the Party, and our candidates must run on a common

l“ L. Gibbons (Ferndale S.S.) said that No. 1 resolution had
been amed unanimously, and the Convention had thereby agreed
to the Soviet or Workers’ Council system. A part bf that system
\was the right of local recall—not party recall. We had agreed that
Parliamentary action was to industrial policy, and if
h our Parliamentary practice we were now going on our
trial and fundamental policy it was time we called a halt,

punl

- was

m the people of the constituency had a clear el s they

were doing, and under the Soviet system it was they who had the
T,gbg of recall. It was going too far in paternal Government for
~ the Party to undertake to keep the representative in order.
‘man was not elected in a Communist constituency there was
point in the Party controlling him, because he would not get
unless he compromised.

I said he would like to make one or two observations on

e elections for agita-
ml purposes Different localities varied from ea iy

were g
that called lor particular tactics to be adopted, always with a view
0 fomenting our revolutionary agitation. In the past members
Parliament had gone to the House of Commons, and, when
e got there, had divorced themselves from the Party that
sent them there. ~We wanted to ensure that our repre-
te tlves on local and national bodies should keep in’ close con-
ct with the Ce Party Executive, and that that E

d have regard to the general situation, whether mdusmal or
cal, and should with those
tactics that were to be adopted in order to achieve the bost
0 far as revolutionary agitation was concerned. It
med to him that the movers of the amendment had no case
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whatever. The Joint Committee would not quaml about 1
words ‘‘members’’ and “represenlaml!; " Whei
spoke of the ‘““Party’’ it meant the Namoual Exu;\n i
appointed by the Party in Conference; provision would be n
in the constitution to see that that Executive was elected
pmperly constituted and democratic manner.
Mellor asked if there would be the same

conuol over local as over national representatives.

T. Bell replied that all the localties did not have the
degree of civic and social development as each other,
were variations of development in municipalities and so forth,
these would very largely determine the policy and tactics
would be most efficient for our propagandist purposes. 2
what the Joint Committee had in mind when they used
phrase “according to local or national circumstances.”  Nat
ally, it might be, for example, a railway strike or a questic
nationalising mines—some vital national question—and
Committee had in mind was that the Executive should co
with the party’s Members of Parliament, so as to get.
greatest possible value for agitational purposes, so far as
liamentary activities were concerned. The samel thing
locally; where there were local conditions, the Executive
have regard to those and employ tactics to get the best
results. It was not a casel of the Executive endeavouring to
up tickets for gas, water and that sort of thing, we wergh

that the membeirs in Parliament and on ther local
conform to*that particular policy? Suppose, for instance,
Communist Party wanted to cripple the constructive and
istrative side of capitalism, and for that purpose decid
the elected members in Parliament should immediately pur:
policy of destructive tactics there, and that those tactics
bei supplemented by equally destiuctive tactics by n
local bodies, what the resolution provided for was that
circumstances the Executive could go to the membe
the policy of the Party, and not only ask but expect
endeavour to put it info operation.

W. Saltmarsh (Cardiff Communist Unity Group),
seemed to him there was a misconception “underlying
talk about amending the resolution. The mi i
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4 dly that the majority of the members took parliamentary
mi!iw! action serious'y. As a matter of fact if they were
e by what they had ‘already decided they were going to
treat it as 2 joke. If it came about that we put forward can-
 didates he would open a book against their being returned. He
ised that the greatest part of the value of the work would
bt the educational side of the constituency. ~If by chance a can-
didate was returned and took his seat, he would be sitting on

fotten eggs and nothing would come of . 4
“The amendment was then put and lost, there being 56 votes

in its favour and 122 against. i

“The Chairman said the next amendment stood in the name of
the National Branch of B.S.P., and would alter the last sentence
of the resolution to read : “In all cases such representatives shall
| o considered as holding a_mandate primarily from the Party
| 2nd well as from the particular constituencies for which they

‘happen to sit. s
e purcell (B.S.P., South Salford), said it would be found
¥ consideration that the proposed amendment fitted in with a

deal of the discussion that had taken place. It would put
s in order from the point of view of the ordinary methods that
" are employed, and it would keep our groups in the constituencies
i dose touch with the Executive. In the case of certain of our
' members who werie likely to be candidates from their own trade
anions, it would give: them the opportunity of remaining as trade
 union candidates, and, at the same time, standing as Communist
candidates and voicing the principles of the Communist Party.
& main point was the use: of the word “primarily.”
After a short discussion the amendment was lost, 52 voting
favour and 102 against.
The Chairman said therle was an amendment from the Har-

B.S.P.

“All candidates must pledge themselves to contest
the programme of the Communist Party, i.c., the
of the di ip of the iat and of the
or Workers' Council system.”

d'Di’!

He suggested to the Harlesden B.S.P.
withdraw the amendment.
'F. D. Fitzgerald (B.S.P., Harlesden), said he did not wish
10 withdraw the amendment. Many delegates had voiced doubts
as to how thie candidates of the Party could be controfled if and
they were returned. The last paragraph of the resolution
not meet the difficulty, but if the words b; i

d of the of
Soviet system—any candidate who went to the electorate
i 4 programme such as that, would have to fight on that




!
[

progmmmc, and, if returned, could only voice the revol
attitude.

The Cha:rman put to the delegates the question wl
recommendation of the Standing Orders Committee be
and this was agreed to. The Harlesdm amendment
d

e Chairman said the next amendment was from thelll
shaw B.S.l’. To add the words:

*‘Further, that Parliamentary action shall be regarded
sidiary to real organisation at the point of production.’®

The Standing Orders Committee considered the pomz
covered in Resolution 1.

J. Grierson said that when Parliamentary or municipal
were in view plain speaking at the outset was nece

Parliamentary action—since the national railway strike
been more than ever convinced that the general strike w
weapon for the working class of this country toi use. He
much pleasure iin moving that we concentrate morel th
had ever done in the past on workshop agitation, pro
and li hat we practically deluge the
literature.

as with the preceding one, and the rcvommendlhnu
Sariting D1 Cotnimitie. s sisin factepie AR
ment also was dropped.

The next amendment was from Cardiff to substitute the
“any” for the words “the ordinary’" in the phrase “the o
methods of parfiamentary democracy.”

W. Saltmarsh moved this. The voting was 37 in fi
and 121 against, so the amendment was lost.

J. Fitton moved that words be added to the-effect

to take the oath of allegiance would prevent him ever ta

seat.
Cochran (B.S.P. Willesden) said the intention of the.
ment was to sabotage any effective attempt at using Pas
as a means of propaganda. Personally, he had no scruples
taking oaths and breaking them as soon as convenient
interest of the working class to which he belonged. Th
italist class had no scruples about making oaths and
and breaking them immediately the so doing served
interests. We must be prepared to be just as unscrup
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efforts to win through to the revolution as they were in oppos-

'The iment was then put to the vote and lost.
1 'Fitton moved to add to the resolution the words: “In the
4 of any representative violating the decisions of the Party
e bodicd in the mandate which he or she has accepted or been
3 ed upon, he or she shall be called upon to resign his or
embership of Parliament or municipality and also of the
He said those who talked about party discipline ought
‘upport the amendment. ’
"\ elegate seconded the amendment. He said that under the
itution of Soviet Russia the electors had the right of recall,
“he thought that it was only by such means that we could
ol the opportunists who came along to adapt themselves in
ible way to any programme so that they could get into
2 House of Commons or other assembly, and when there
tch themselves on to something else. :
* Another delegate said the point was not what we would like
o do but what we werte able to do. We could not recall the
cted member ; he was not our representative but the represent-
@ of a constituency.

then voted upon and carried, 84 being
The resolution was then adopted as

v repudiates the reformist view that a social
hieved by the ordinary methods of parliamentary

ocracy, but regards parliamentary and electoral action generally as

id cans of propaganda and agitation towards the revolution.
{he tactics to be employed by representatives of the Party elected Lo
Parliament or local badics must be laid down by the Party iiself accord-
national or I c h

t be ed

and not from
In the event
in the mandate which he or she has accepted or been gt
he or she shall be called upon to resign his or her Membership of Parlia-
~ ment or municipality, and also of the Party."
TATIVE PROPOSALS PROVIDING FOR TRANS-
FORMATION INTO THE COMMUNIST PARTY.
e Convention then turned to the general organisation of
mmunist Party, regarding which the Joint Provisional Com-
made a series of “Tentative proposals providing for trans-
into the Communist Party.” [See Appendix C.]
The first of these asked for the election of three delegates
n the Convention to act with the Joint Committee as the Pro-
Executive Committee of the Communist Party. The
erl to be elected by the Convention was increased from three
and nominations were then taken.
concluded the first day’s proceedings, and the Convention




SECOND DAY’'S PROCEEDINCS.
The Convention assembled on the second day at the
national Socialist Club, 28, East Road, E.C., Arthur
again presiding.
ELECTION OF PROVISIONAL EXECUTIVE.
The first business was to elect six members on the Provis
Executive Committee from the following sixteen no
made the previous evening Gl'orge Deer, H. W. I
L. Malone, M.P., Mellor, Mrs. D. B.
Purcell, L Roybe Fred. Shaw,
Sllvtsttr, Jas. Stewart, R. cart, 3
y a process of ethuﬁ e vote the follo
six were dmscn, the figures against each name indicating®
vote given on the last occasion of putting to the Convi
Geo. Deer (100 votes), C. L. Malone (106), W. Mellon
Mrs. D. B. Montefiore (115), Fred. Shaw (123) and R.
117).
ikl TELEGRAM TO THIRD INTERNATIONAL
It was next agreed to send the following telegram
Executive Committee of the Third International at Mosce
(he Communist Party of Great Britain assembled
situen convention in London seads its warmest grestiugi I
e Committee of the International,
i Tsate la Tk mlorliud work. 1 bpta i Join d
their march to the international proletarian revolution.”
Another telegram was sent to the delegates of the
Soviet Government now landed in England as follows :—
““ This British Communist convention in session_ assemb
hearty fraternal greetings to Comrade Kamenefl and the other
comrades who have today landed in England as the first
representatives in this country of the Russia
THE LABOUR PAR’ TY. %
The Convention then turned to the question of the
of the new Communist Party to the British Labour Pa
The chairman said the delegates would’ be called u
consider two alternative propositions: (a)' That the Co
Party shall be affiliated to the Labour Party; and (b)
Communist Party shall not be affiliated to the Labour
Thesél propositions were very positive and substantive in’
character and had been submitted in this form so that
should be na ambiguity or dubiety about the position.
wanted was a decision as to whether or not we should
and he would ask the delegates who wanted us only to go
in not to intrude their half point of view until later. If
vention decided to go into the Labour Party, the deleg:
then discuss how far we should go in and what we sho
when we got ther He would call first on J. F. Hi
speak for proposition (a), and then on W. Paul to
proposition (b).
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Hodgson: Mr. Chairman and comrades, after the ex-
proceedings through which we have just passed, it is
pleasant duty to introduce to you the real bone of con-
and 1 would like to say before 1 comnience to on
i of the B.S.P., which was and is not, that from the first
i ceedings and conferences, which have been

G ings this morning, we have

" "We have never budged from that position, and when

3t last it was decided—as the Exccutive’s or Party's delegates
gree—it was decided to put the matter to the vote of

jon, it was on our proposal that that was

“ﬁy}m concerned, wei are very keen on,this matter, but that
hichever way the vote shall go, it is our intention, even though
bet against us, it shall not be the means of reducing one jot
‘enthusiasm and energy which we intend to put intor this new
~ 1 call for that spirit from those who differ from us, and

I hope that we shall settle this matter of the Labour
and: cease these interminable discussions about it this
orping—settle it one way or the other. It has been said that
is perfectly casy talking here about the Labour Party itself,
ecauser most of the delegates have come to this conference with

a mandate. Well, it applies to most us; but at any rate I take
this view, that we have had these discussions ad nauseum, and
rest that we should try to steer clear of the old cut and
ments, and to sce if we can strike out on a new line.
ed in that effort by certain things that have
For instance, there is Lenin’s book on

_eft Communists,”” an interesting
k which sheds a flood of fight upon the whole question. Also
we have had—and T want to refer to this matter first—we have
id from the Left Communists a clear declaration that their
with regard to the Labour Party is distinct from their
towards the trade unions.. It appears that we are not to
the Labour Party because that is led by trade union leaders,
o have a bourgedis outlook and whose mentality is that of
middle class. Therefore we are to have nothing to do with'the
bour Party. That is clear and distinct, and with regard to
same Labour leaders 1 would say more than that—I would
that they are the deadly enemy of the revolution which you
T ark secking. 1 say that these men are destined to play
part of your Scheidemanns and Noskes, and the time will

k.
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come when we shall have to deal with them in no uncerta
Not by voting. I say that. But, comrades and friends, ti
dedlaration proceeds to say that it shall be the duty.
branches to form- Communist groups in trade union b
and to work inside the trade union movement in that way.
1 confess that 1 cannot understand that. It seems to me :
a high example of confusion. Here you meet on the i
field in the trade union certain trade union leaders. You
fully aware that whether or not through sheer

, and that you meet them on a much larger field than
do in’the trade unions? We are a political Party. We m
these same, trade union. leaders i 3 the Labour Party on the w

I repeat that [ lnve never been abe il
. Many of our comrades have done i
Sie the s vnicns by starting unoﬁicml committees
form They
done good work in t_hat “ay, but those are thel veery
who refuse to 3

inside the political movement of the workers, which is the| Lal
Party. If you are going to have your Communist groups.
trade union branches, why not inside the branches of the
Pasty? If you are going to operate inside the trade union
ment, why not inside the Labour Party at its annual confer
And why not try to help in such a way that when we go 10
annual conferences we shall not find ourselves, as we
Scarborough, a little group of a dozen—and the rest rea
or moderates, or blind men, because the best elements i
trade union movement had not sough( to get elected as del

rades who work with the unofficial movement insidel the
union movement have done more in that way to illus

fact that they had a point of view which is entirely diff
that of the official elements, than they could
outside. You do not become identified with the policy ©
Labour Party by becoming affiliated to it or working'
the contrary. But the most difficult argument to und
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; and that when it does, you will be iden-
vith all the ruin that is going to come upon the Party once
‘office and assumes responsibilities which it cannot possibly
1 do not know whether the delegates are aware of it, but
“matter: has been dealt with by Lenin in this latest work of
T say this because I know that those who will oppose this
lution this morning from the point of view I am putting
0 ard, have boen accustomed in the past to refer to the example
the Boisheviks, and always to quote Lenin as their apostle
bludgeon us in that way. We are entitled to use the same
d of bludgeon, and I would remind'you that Lenin considers
e kind of objection ta Labour Party affiliation as one of the
fant disordens of the Left Communists.”” ~ We had a_talk
terday about Parliamentary action. It is surprising to know
t Lenin advises that we should take part in Parliamentary
that we should get oun members into Parliament, and

in downing Lloyd George and Churchill, and should try
d get the Labour Party inio office. You should give them
support as the rope gives to the executed person. I mean
say that, after all, we have to be reafists in this matter, not
Jive in a realm of theory but to get right down to the reality.
ely we understand that the British working class has not yet
through the experience of having a Kerensky or a
emann, and that the sooner it goes through that experience

a policy of aloofness from the working class movement. A

ic sizing up of the situation means that we must be in
out of the Labour movement all the time. But, of course, if
want to get a reputation for real revolutionary fervour you
use words like these : “Let us march straight forward, turn-
neither tof the right nor 1o the left, but keeping our revolu-

jan revolution which you get from that; and we know that
Bolsheviks would neven have won through to the triumph
it they have achieved by the policy of aloofness, dogmatism,
0 forth which is af rock bottom the inspiration of the
iism to affiliation to the Labour Party. A week or two

getting ready -their lists of candidates for the Duma. A
ght, or it might have been three weeks or a month after,
sy abolished the Duma. That is the way to be flexible. That

way to adapt yourself to circumstances. That is the way
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to fight scientifically. That is the way to use strategy and
in order to win through. Of course I am talking like a

ir! “The only way in which you can wm is by a fi
attack, never mind what kind of supoprt you h
battalions are small don’t hesitate, go right in.”
in that kind of thing; I think the longest way round is
times the nearest way home. I know we are working a
0 is very insidious in his methods.

mine our position.
Now, comrades, we had from Comrade Bell yesterday w
my mind, was an extrenfely lucid exposition of the arg

that all sphefies of life where working class opinion can
fluenced are important. With that I steadfastly agree, but
that, and with the next breath to advocate that we
outsnde the Labour Party, seems to me a contradiction.
the Labour Party we can influence working class opinion,
the Labour Party we can use a lever by which we can uitim
destroy the influence: of the treacherous leaders of the
union movement on the political field. Now this matter
1 am presenting to you for discussion this morning is the
test of the new Party. Neved forget that. You are a
choose between two policies, whether you will be a party’
s going o live in the realm of theory, to be dogmatic, 10 be
is called propagandist, or whether you are going to be in
of the working dlass movement. It is truly said that the mj
of our Party is to be the vanguard of the fevolutionary we
class. You cannot be the vanguard unless you are.
march with the working class—always in front, but w
working class—and I say that this Party which is livi
first day of life to-day has a mission to perform of the very hi
importance. [ can imagine no more glorious mission
upon which we have entered, comrades; it is to lead the
working class to victos it to be, as has been well
the spear-head of the revolutionary movement in this
is to provide the working class with instruction, and, above
with knowledge, with information; and the way to do
inside the working class organisation principaly.
street corner meetings are good; certainly big meetings

the workshop, and inside the working class organisations, !
are trade union organisations orl Labour Party
tions; the idea being all the time steadily and constant]
rest or intermission, to make inroads upon the reactiona
tality of the working class, in order to bring them to a cons
ness of the revolutionary situation which will shortly b
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We can never do that by the policy of aloofness which is
U8 e back of this idea of not being aMiiated with the Labour
= and so I introduce the motion to you in that sense. I
Party, ot we shall have a discussion which is without the sort
of heat which means disagreement and mutual hatred. Let us
Giscuss this thing in a friendly and kindly spirit, and, whichever
way the vote shall go, let each of us say Lhntwcareapnny
that the party I has decided upon this courise, and that as a loyal,
st d member of the Communist Party, he is going
wun—yaxtthedanslmlsofth:?aﬂytothcu(mmo{lnsoppor-
 sunity and ability.
The Chairman called on_ comrade William Paul to

on (b), “That the Communist Party shall not be aMliated
 with the i o Party.”

William Paul: Mr. Chairman and comrades, we hope that
we shall be able to emulate the good spirit that Hodgson has put
' into the debate, and we will assure him that we do not intend
to use Lenin as a bludgeon. We will meet our comrade with

t. Taking the case of Lenin, it is quite true that Lenin
has written a book entitled *Infant Db e of Tt Wing Com-
munists,” and 1 think if our comrade were to hear some of the
arguments put for\var\i by some of oun moderate friends, he
mht be tempted to write z\nnther book on the disorders of the
senile decay elements. Let that pass. There is not one in this
audience to whom 1 yield in admiration for Lenin, but, as we
" said yesterday, Lenin is no pope or god. Thlupomtzs that,
80 far as we are concer: rned, on mm—mnmaj tactics we will take
our_international pnnuplw from Moscow, where they can be
mﬁed ly 5 on local where we are
~ on the spot, we are the people to decide. Not only so, but our
rade Lenin would not have us slavishly A everything
hich ho utters in Moscow. The very warp and woof of our

a wn, and as we believe in criticism we are
Wherever we find our comrade
speaking on pmms regarding the Labour Party, we should
ber what our delegates from the B.S.P. said a few weeks
o in the “Call.”’ They had to admit so faf as the Labour

and its slnluu.m was concerned, Lenin was a little vague.
son why they are able to quote him
s morning as they havc done. Now we come to this other
it, that it makes no difference what Lenin says. What our
rades who are in favour of Labour Party affiliation have to
is their argument, no matter'who says it. What is the
italism is collapsing in every one of its institutions.

in the

%

g

sse in favour of i
a; but not in the spirit that our comrade Hodgson would
e us imply. When we declared for parfiamentary action yes-
y, this conference put behind every argument in favour of
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participating in action, this f: hat we b
in parliamentary action for xhe express and decisive p
structive and agitational work. — The Labour
believe in that_conception of parliamentary action; the
Party believes in action as a
in the working class movement, and in so far as the two
are diametrically opposed they cannot be mixed, and he w
mix them is going to put himself in the ddxghxful position
acrobat who tries to stand on horses running in different ¢
tions. Not only are the two functions diametrically
regand to parfiamentary action, but it is not t\\n fus
it is two principles. It is the principle of th
tional, to which it is logically affiliated, wl’ndn iis the

of the Third International; who use the parliamentary
for destructive and agitational purposes.  Hodgson
good point. He said that we have got to understand that
dealing with an-enemy who is keen, that this enemy
two methods of trying to beat us down; that he tries t
us with a brutal frontal attack, which he doas not care to |
on just at once, until he has exhausted another method.
other method is the method of compromise, the flank mos
or camouflage. Where do we stand? We find that the
ruling class in this country, above all classes, has made
roads, has opposed every movement of revolt in this

by a fair frontal attack, but by the insidious and

of trying to get underneath it, and thereby to eradicate if
have to realise that the capitalist class, economically liv
swindling, also hopes to lkive and maintain its class 1
politically swindling us. Jeremy Diddlers alike on the:
and political fields, the capitalist class internationally—
country where there has been a crisis—the position has b
confronted with the crisis they did not first of all try to:
the revolutionary class, but tried to gather the moderate #
to compromise with them and to throw the responsibility
dling the working class upon those elements. Thenefe

it very quickly here—when the crisis took place it auto
produced Kerensky, and, when Kerensky could not s
Gmmmy.‘

In France, during the period of cr
were brought into being the Albert Thomases, Briands, 3
ands. We find the same thing in Italy. The middle
to this Party which will mislead the working class.
America, your Spargos and Hiilquits were called sta
Eugene Debs was put into gaol. Come to Britain.
here that the crisis is going to produce exactly the same re
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back to 1914, and what was it that the capitalist
B i of ot e they declared their war? It
the working class. It was this working class political expres-
S+ and it was this Parliamentary Labour Party that let the
e class treacherously down. Our friends say you cam

%y explain this. You can if you are trained in the subtle
el e our friends revel in, but the working class do
the subtle method. They judge us by the company

% leep, and in the moment of crisis, when the indignant masses
s to sweep the Labour Party away, we may be swept away
We shall be swept away, t00; because, when we tell the
ing class that we knew this all the time, but that we were
ng a long game called tactics, the working class will not
nd those methods of dissimulation. The working class
say, “If you knew and did not tell us, you ought to be
thirty times over.”” We find that in 1914, when the

s took place, it was the Labour Party that let thei working
Even when they wanted some slimy individual to

e along and diddle the soldiers out of their pensions, the
abour Party produced Mr. John Hodge. That is why to our
ds of the anti-parliamentary group yesterday, when they told
the fight was ineffectual in Gorton, we said it was not i
ectual in so far as it helped to expose Hodge. If this vote

the capitalist class method of blockading the working
during a strike. When the South Wales miners exposed
‘Rhondda to whom did the capitalist class look? Was it not
o J. R. Clynes? Now we are at the point of success in this
so far as building up a Left Wing revolutionary move-
is concerned, we shall find that the capitalist class will
ever more intent in trying to diddle us, ever more intent
try and win us into the Labour Party, in onder to try and dis-
mus. Our friend tells us we ought to be in the Labour Party
cause that is where the working class is, but if our friend
e i iali i or these claim
represent the working class, and every argument he can put
d to show why we ought to be affiliated to the Labour
can be applied to joining the Salvation Army. You will
then that we have got to build up our own organisation, that
have got to set out our own code of tactics, and that we have

d? When the crisis comes the battalions to be left behind
be the Labour Party, and the further we are away from
Labour Party, then the better for us. Comrade Hodgson,
e argument he was putting forward was impelled to say,
¢ himself, the way the fight can be fought by us, when he
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imadvertantly admitted that it was in the workshop; and, aitl
we believe in_parliamentary action, we have shown that its f
tion is of a destructive character, and, if you like, we can pe
out when the crisis comes, and the Labour Party is exj
the vortex of revolution, instead of sweeping us into the
Party and downing us—at that moment we can tell the
class we were opposed to these people, and that in every d
for higher wages we were in every one of these struggles.
fore tha working class will be compelled to look to us,
come ourt way, because they will see that right through
struggles we were the people who stood with the weapon
in our hand in the Communist Party, and refused to vio
fundamental principles by joining the Labour Party and indire
joining the Second International. In this fight our friends
imagine, if this demand is carried, to attract certain
to the Communist Party. But we tell you that the
attraced by passing the Labour Party affiliation clause will
the people we want. The Communist Party, now, let it b
clean. Let it rise up strong. We have realised during the
that all the great vigour and enthusiasm of our moves
been throttled by compromise. Let us throttle that spirit
Let us build up the Communist Party and carry on its own
merged in all the struggles of the masses. In that way we
reach the working class—but not by hauling our colours!
and joining hands with Thomas and Coy. who wn.l.l
betray us.

The Conference adjourned for lunch. On returning, it
occupied itself with some questions as to the order of proe
limiting the number of speakers on each side, etc. The Chain
stated that there could not be any new arguments brought fc
at the Convention, but new elements were present, and
desirable that every delegate should feel that the subj
been thoroughly debated. He proposed to throw the ma
for general discussion and get a definite decision as to
the Convention was in favour of affiliation of any
which amendments would be in order so that they
out how far they would affiliate.

‘George Deer (B.S.P., Rawtenstall) said he supported
tion. Comrade Paul had stated that when the Labour Pa
its constructive programme, as against our i
gramme, was swept aside, we should be swept aside with
the working class would say, “You who did not tell us
knew, are doubly or trebly damned.” But he (Deer)
to suggest to the Conference that the only possible
had of showing the workers that cur viewpoint was
from that of the Labour Party was by remaining
fighting them upen their own battle ground Mr. Jas.
had made this comment at Scarborough at few weeks ag0
is the B.S.P., with ten thousand alleged members, pa;
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] affiliation fees. They monopolise the Conference, get
Y akers on the first day, demand a bioody nevolution and
five S mas's head upon a charger, and then foist Malone upon
i hat the hell do they want for fifty quid?” If there was
| US se for affiliation to the Labour Party, out of the mouth
Sexton we had that case. We knew our casel and could
‘and he (the speaker) emphatically denied that there was
y possibility of our being mistaken as being either of them
o with them. When the cry was raised in Russia. of “All power
%o the Soviets,” what happened? Lenin wanted to get power
out of the existing organisations, and his fight was with the
Teactionists who were inside those organisations. Our fight was
yith the same kind of people here, and to leave the workers to
b gulled with the clap-trap of Clynes, or the tomfoolery of
Thomas was simply playing into their hands. He would suggest
that the people most interested in the present debate, were those
who controlled the caucus at the Labour Party office. If we
~ wanted to give the reactionists joy we should leave them. After
e had gone they would say, “Thank God we have got rid of
that element; now we will have quiet, peaceable and happy
nother point was that if we left the Labour Party

B

point posing as the Left Wing within the Labour Party.
only B sttt at Scarborough that had unmasked the:
MacDonalds, Hills and the rest who were posing as the Left
‘Wing. It would interest those present to know that while they
accepted John Hill as Vice-President of the Hands Off Russia
X ittee, and agreed with him over industrial action so far
~ as Russia was concerned, in negotiations on the standing orders
' of the Labour Party Conference no man had tried to sabotage
_us more than he. We had to remain with these people in order
to fight them. Comrade Paul had made a statement that to talk
going to the Labour Party because they represented the work-
ng class was on a line with talking of going to the Salvation
Army. But if we could not force our way, or dominate the
tion, with the people who saw that something was wrong
the existing social order, whom were we going to influence?
e millions of votes cast for the Labour Party at the last
al Election were votes given mainly by people who were
atisfied, but did not quite know what they wanted. These
e the people we had to show the way to; if we could not
them we could not win anyone. We should retain our
Communist identity inside the Labour Party, but what we should
o would be this: Inscribed on the Soviet banner were a sickle
a hammer as symbols of the revolution. Let us see that
unceasingly cagried out our task, until such time as the
bour Party became a Labour Party with a Communist mind—
this could be done, for what we said to-day our Labour
ers would have to say to-morrow-—-and inscribed on the La-

39




munist movement.

C. L. Gibbons (Ferndale S.S.) opposed affiliation to the
Party, saying that the speech ]ust made had given him |
of material to back up his case. One thing which was e
from that speech was that its maker believed the Labour
could do constructive work; that was the belief of tho
yesterday had supported political action.  But we knew
it could not do constructive work, and that our one a
as active Labourists and Communists was to show the
that it could not do active constructive work.
our success up till now in that direction? He would gi
own experience in his own locality. There the Labour
was in power; it was not ﬁg]mng for power but had a big
ity on the District Council. It was discrediting  itself every
and if it was a Communist District Council it would di
itself even more. What was happening? Every section of
working class at Rhondda, after working for the muncipal
had been on strike against it during the last twelve months,
fact had done more to discredit the Labour Party in
o( _the workers of Rhondda than anything we could do

snymg there was nothing in the Labour control of municipali
Were defegates from that district to go back and say to
people, “Having reached this pmm by your own obaun-
now tiy and believe there is something in it”’?
e et e daraiabeL . o imiown oaueitere AR
trict Cnvuncillor':, two members of the Board of Guardi
two J.P.’s. One had resigned because he refused o
out his mandate; another hwd refused to cariry out his
but had remained in office.

that everything they did had to be reactionary in order te
tain their position, others were beginning to shake in their.
because their pay was being stopped in consequence of their
being able to do what they were told to do. Communists:
Rhondda had been telling the people all along, “If you x
and get control of the municipal and parliamentary ‘ms
nothing will come of it, except that you will discredit yo
case,”” and he and other delegates from that district dare
back and tell the people there to go into the Labour Partys
asked the delegates to look at the question from that p
view, not what would it entail in a general sense but what !
it entail upon them to-morrow. They would go back and.
to take part in the whole of the Labour Party acti
became affiliated to that v. The Labour Party might p
the miracle of accepting Communist candidates, but it
accept all Communist candida
support every candidate put forwand by the Labour P
they did not they would be
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they ought 1o be kicked outside the Communist Party. Dele-
from the Rhondda dare not go back and tell the people
s to continue to support what was already discredited, and
ybody else at the Conference would find himself in that
fion. The Labour Party had not got power in some districts,
B thers it had; wherever it got power it would become dis-
odited, and the best thing for us was to recognise that fact
| before attempiing o get control unden circumstances where so
doing would only discredit our case.
~F. L Kerran (B.S.P., Central London) said he thought the
st speaker had given really the best towards guiding us to the
‘ﬁ‘m conclusion; he had given an excellent description of what
s going to be the future of the poiitical Labour| Party in this
wountry. He had described to us what had happened in
He had told us that the Labour Party there had
qctwally got the majority, and had failed in their local Council,
and that that Labour Council had become thoroughly discredited.
. What was going to be the result of that? | When' the workers
d out that the Labour Party was no damned good to them,
ey would then overthrow the Labour Party. But it was our
usiness first of all to help the Labour Party get into office, and
when they had got into office, our first act was to kick
When all was said and done we wera really wasting
time in discussing this subject. We were discussing tactics,
what have we to do with tactics? In so far as we were con-
ned, we were a few individuals trying to form a general staff
out an army. Our work in the future was to go on edu-
enough people to agred with us. When we have enough of
e men behind us we would consider tactics. Comrade Paul said
¢ the wevolution was coming soon. He (Kerran) sincerely
it was not; if we were going to be the people to guide
revolution in the strength we were to-day it was a very bad
out for us. Our friend told us that he favourled parlia-
ntary action. If he favours parliamentary action het must mean
t when he runs a man for Parliament he means that man to
in. To get in he must get votes. Surely the Labour Party
e the type of people that hig should appeal to in order to get
ose votes. If the Labour Party got a majority they would
ba able to run the industries of the country from Whitchall
e with the present governmental machinery. They would
to adopt some kind of council system. This seemed so
plain to him that he could not understand how anybody could

otherwise.
W. Mellor asked those delegates who had not come with
ites that could not be broken again to look at this question
hout any heat, to look at it from the point of view of exped-
We were not a collection of Machiavellis. We were
people who disliked the Labour Party, and
Veiry grave doubts as to whether modern trade unionism
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was the thing we were particularly keen upon. But w
inside the capitafist system, inside every manifestation o
system, and one of those manifestations was Parliament.
Labour Party—meaning thereby not the Parliamentary Lg
Party, but the federation of trade unions, Socialist
local Labour parties and co-operative societies—was a ma
tion of the desire of the working class to take advantage
parliamentary system. It was a cnllectmn of the va.nous
of the Labour on its or

coming together to expréss in a political view certain
and aspirations.  The desirds and aspirations of the
Labour movement were something of which he had noth
say, they were miles behind the things that we were
at; but they were the things for which the workers
country were asking. We had to recognise that the
would not come unless we could get assent not to oun prine
but to our tactics from the organised workers; that to be suet
ful in our efforts to change society we must be in strategi
itions. Those positions were to be found inside the pit,
the railway station and railway car, and alsa inside the:
where those men al.ongsidc whom we worked tiried to.
their political aspirations. He had no defence for the
Party, and nothing to say fori most of its leaders, as they
called. But if we as a Communist Party, beginning our ca
cut ourselves off from the political expression of the Labour n
ment of this country, without having examined whether.
had arrived to do so, we should rue the step. He did
the time would not come when it would be necessary to ¢
selves off; but at present we were a few thousands a
million people, looking for platforms, places where we
make a move and exert an influence, somewhere where we
get underground, and, as the delegate had said yesterday,
the stone.”” Those places were given in the present o
of Labour. Our ]Db was not to defend the Rhondda
members, but to point out to the working class in Rh
that this was the sort of thing they were getting and were
to get. Equally our job was to see that any strategic
that was going was ours and that we were on the Spot
hold of it. Take those wonderful congresses that met at inte
known as special trade union congresses. They did no
The Labour Party conferences passed resolutions but di
thing. But every time one of these congresses met it got to
a number of people on whom we could play, and our bus
as a Communist Party was to get inside and play hell
we should play heli properly; not by waving a red flag,
analysing and criticising the attitude of the people W
trying to lead. We should play hell in such a way
words must go home, not in such a way that they
laughed out of court. We must use every instrument
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wage strike if a wage strike comes? Would anyone
suggest we should not take advantage of any reformist

S side the working class and use it for our own ends?
should cut ourselves adrift as individuals from the

Would anyone here suggest that we should not take advan-
ge of o

thare was.1f you agreed that we have got to work through
industrial organisation, we must take that industrial organ-
tion as we found it; and it had got two sides. It had its
| Idustrial side and it had its political side. Both those sides
e be used by us, and, unless we were here to use everything
P us, unless we were here to take chances that other people
i:‘ ot see, we should not have a Communist Party at all. We
A go away, become a disgruntled people standing on orange
and talking of revolution. Our job as a Communist Party
as to get that nevolution. The material we have got, we know
it; we have worked alongside of it, meet it in “pubs,’’ meet it
t@,’ chapel sometimes some of us. But we met it and know
what it is, and we could not afford at the very beginning and
ereation of a revolutionary party in this country to lose the
chance of taking advantage of every machinel that the Labour
ement had created.
G. Roberts said that for twelve years he had been a most
ive opponent of affiliation to the Labour Party, at the period
it was most unpopular to advocate separation from it. He
had had the unenviable reputation of opposing the godheads
the Social Democratic Party, and been threatened with expul-
n because of his views. He still believed that at that time
was right. He believed that so long as the Socialist move-
ent had reflected itself purely and simply as an educational
“institution, a huge national debating society, he had been right
in opposing Labour Party affiliation. Much water had flowed
the bridges since that time; he now believed that we
ere on the verge of a revolutionary situation, and he realised
that the, people who would be instrumental in the first instance
bringing about a revolutionary situation were those people
attended football matches, race meetings, picture palaces
and theatres; and wha did not give one moment's thought to
e problems facing them either at the moment om in the future.
Because of the almost sub. ious urge of the
believed we must be part

and
that

us o unorgas s beca
anisation industrially of the working class we could get a
43



decisive expression officially of the ideas of those
had been forced to organise as a consequence of the encro
of the capitalist system on their means of existence. ' A
propagandist he could denounce Clynes, Thomas and other]
the street corner; but affiliated to the Labour Party he
dencunce them face to face and in the place where they
influence.

F. Barber (B.S.P., Southwark) opposed affiliation to. i
bour Party from personal experience of the Labour Party,
and other members of the Southwark B.S.P., as it was
stood as Laboun candidates at the last Borough Council e
They got in and were by this time disgusted absolutely b
policy and action of the Labour Party. That was a fact,
leader of the local Labour Party was at one time a
the B.S.P. Further than that, he claims still to be a revolu
Socialist. But he was a freemason and he had also infl
other members of the Labour and Socialist Parties on that
10 become freemasons. He (the speaker) put it to the
that the fi were not a 1 'y section.
believed, the same as the majority of the delegates here, in
the industrial weapon to bring about the emancipation
workers, but, at the same time, we tust recognise that
the workers are out for an increase, or to better their conditio
their request should be to a certain extent respected; and wh
we have men who were in the employ of a Council when
Labour Party wa’s in the majority, having to threaten a
before they got their way, it makes them sick of the.
Party to a certain extent. For these reasons he was
opposed to the Labour Party and affiliation with the

W. P. Coates (B.S.P., Leeds) supported affiliation  with
Labour Party. He said he did so for many reasons, but f
because of the experience of the Irish Labour movement. Ps
to becoming an organiser for the B.S.P. he had been for
years a district organiser of the 'Irish Transport Worl
Union. In 1907 the lrish Trade Union Congress had been.
more reactionary than the English Trade Union Congi
in 1908 Connolly had been brought back from America. W
he came back one of the things he said in Dublin to O
and the others was, “Men, I made a mistake in the pa
endeavouring to build up a Socialist Party in Ireland
the existing working class movement”; and it was Co
wha, two yeans later, moved at the Irish Trade Union Con
that that Congress should form a Labour Party, not a Soc
Party. In 1911 that Party had been formed, and the men
composed the first Executive were thorough-going reacti
in the majority of cases; but our people had set to work,
that Labour Party, to get rid of those men. When war b
out in this country, when the strategical positions had
been captured by the Left Wing, the Labour Party
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c iting platform. Precisely the same request was made to
mﬁ;ltia%og:r leaders, to go on the recruiting platform, and
e older men, the reactionaries, would have supported Redmond
the O Silion. in the recruiting campaign, were it not for the fact

hs previously our people had captured most of
those positions. He believed that what had been done in Ireland
 ould be done here. ‘
G. Deacon (Unofficial Communist Group within the “Herald™

e Northern Division) said he opposed affiliation. A little
| atement had been made during the course of the discussion,
* 3nd had been passed over lightly, but nevertheless had some
pearing on the attitude of delegates or the branches that had
 sent them. He referred o the suggestion that had been mada

that one advantage in affliating to the Labour Party was that
" Jotes would accrue therefrom. He had a_suspicion that this con-
. Gderation loomed far more largely than it should do in the dis-
* cussion; but that sort of thing was too petty to enlarge upon.
He hoped the Communist Party in deciding, as they had done:
yesterday, 1o engage in_parliamentary action, would have the

anda idea first in mind, not that of the vote, Many present

3 come to the Convention having made up their minds or
' having had their minds made up for them by the branches, and
he had come definitely opposed to the Labour Party. As a
matter of fact, despite the central organisation being affiliated
brianch he represented had always been against it. Neverthe-

~ less, he had to see what there were that
' might change his mind, if not his vote, and he had noticed that
there was, as he thotght, a misconception as between affiliation
the Labour Party nationally and using the material within the
our Party. It seemed to him that men whom he had credited

but he contended that it was not a subtle point merely for
letoricians; there was an important difference.  He firmly
lieved that we need not affiliate to the Labour Party, but could

e use of the material presented, and he hoped we were going

to do that. It had been said that affiliation to the Labour Party
did not necessarily mean ‘that we identified ourselves with the
i:::; Party, but he denied that; we could not affiliate to the
Party nationally without the bulk of the working class
inking we were with the Labour Party—and we were not with
Further, he believed that we should have to make up our
that sooner or later the gulf would be wider between us;
in a few months time we might have to sever ourselves.
¢ said: Do it now; take courage in both hands; say that we
fierent. He believed that every man and woman present
ed the Communist Party to be different from the Labour
He had put in an amendmnet, and, if the decision was
inst affiliation, he hoped to move that amendment later on;
cause one of the reasons why he was against affiliation to the
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Labour) Party was because he believed we had not merely the
two alternatives presented on the agenda. b
F. Willis (B.S.P., Willesden) said he could assuret Deacon that -
the Communist Party, whether affiliated to the Labour Party or
not, was and would be a dnﬂenent party from me Lahour Party,
In this anot
the speech of one of the ddegm.rs, who had pc-med out that
the Labour Party believed in constructive action under cap-
italism whereas the Communist Party believed in destructive
action. That was the point. We knew that the Labour Party
believed in constructive action, and so did the great mass of

the B.S.P. had been, and he contended that throughout
affiliation to the Labour Party the B.S.P. h N
destructive in all its tactics. =~ Let them examine the mattes
as dispassionately as they could.  The trade union movi
had grown up in this country as the industrial expression of
working class movement. - Afterwards it had been found
sary to have a political expression of the working class mo
ment in this countdy, and out of the trade union mover
had grown the Labour Party as the political expression of
backward, reactionary and stupid mass upon which we had
work. He remembered the time in the Socialist movement when
discussions quite as vehement as these on affiliation to the Labour
Painty took place on the question as to whether it was the busi- |
ness of Socialists 0 join the trade unions; and when exactly the |
same arguments were advanced against Socialists becoming mem--
b of trade unions as were now advanced against the Com:
munist Party becoming affiliated to the Labour Party. .
days it used to be said, and said truly, that the tirade union was
the expression of an institution that had grown up out of cap=
italism, that all the trade unions were after was an increase of

up out of the class struggle to voice the demands of the workers:
Just as the trade unions had grown up so had the Labour Party.
He wanted to bring to the notice of the Convention the Marxian

contact with the working class. He did
convinced of his own views, but to George Odger, Benjamin
Lucraft and Robert Applegarth—all of them as British and as
reactionary as Thomas or Clynes or any that could be named.
Why had Marx worked with them? Because he knew that he
had to get into contact' with every organisation and institution:
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(ha( gre up out of the working class. This was the final argu-
ent from Marxian practice and was all in favour of affiliation.

H. Webb said an important point had been made that the
Bolshevik contact at the time of the Menshevik majority was
identical with the proposed point of contact by affiliation with
the Labour Party. But he denied that there was any analogy;
for the very simple neason that the Soviet was an organisation
that was bound to be in all countries the governmental machine,
whereas the Labour Party was an organisation and an up.muon
that was bound to be dmmgad There was a vital difference
there. With regard to the statement made by Comrade Mellor,
that here we had institutions manifested within capitalist society,
and that we must bore within all those institutions, it was not so
much a question of boring; the point at issue was the point of
contact. The_capitalist armed forces were a_manifestation so
far as an institution was concerned within capltahst society, but
would it be said that we should bring about a point of contact
by affiliation with a capitalist army? We had to take into
account that historical forces disintegrated institutions, and those
forces, after disintegrating institutions brought about a gravita-
tion of disintegrated forces towards the organisation that was
going to be the guide for the revolutionary workers. Another
point to be touched upon was that it was not so much a question
of the numerical strength of the individuals that formed an insti-
tution; the point was as to the character of the weapons they
wielded—their historic value and the function they had to per-
form. With regard to affiliation to the Labour Party from the
int of view of the Second and Third Internationals, Thomas
had declared on October sth, last year, that when it was a
question of a Soviet war, the one thing more important than
another was not the victory but an honourable settlement for
both sides. Imagine a Communist going down to the revolution-
ary nucleus in the workshop and saying, “You must assist this
particularelement to get hold of the governmental machinery,
so that they may be a shield for the capitalist class; just as
Tseretelli, Tchernoff and the mst of them were in the early period
of the revolution in Russia.”” Tt was not essential to bel con-
nected with the Labour Party in order to develop a point of con-
tact with the working class; the Labour Party was not the
working class political expression. It was a working class
institution with a definite function to perform, wedded to par-
liamentarism and reaction; consequently we must keep ourselves
clear of it, and, when the disintegration' came, when the British
Labour Party had used the effete ma}:hmerv of Parliament—
which it would eventually do—we should, as a clean Communist
Party attract those elements to a policy not of smashing institu-
tions, but of ignoring those that had become historically effete.
. Page Arnott (Guild Communist Group) said the answer to
Webb's point about affliation to a capitalist army was perfectly
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‘of affiliation to the Labour Pa:ty was not nearly so important
as that of our activity in the workshops, our industrial activity
in building up a working class organisation at the point of pro-

sidered carefully, and with a full sense of what the actualities
were. It had been suggested in the debate that it would be
impossible for us to be inside the Labour Party. Karl Lieb-
knecht had remained for years inside the German Social-Demo-
cratic Party—a Party far worse in many ways than our Labour
Party and with a discipline much stronger. But would anyone -
contend that his position was not understood? Everyone knew
that Liebknecht stood apart from Scheidemann, and as far back |
as 1903 everyone knew what Liebknecht’s attitude would be in
the war. We must not confuse the British Labour Party with
continental parties. Where they are close it is loose, where they
have a definite reactionary policy the Labour Party has a wobbling
policy. We could affect and influence it in a way that the com-
rades on the Continent could not do. Vet they were willing for
a time to remain inside. That was the point, it was for a time.
‘We had to realise that the moment in Britain had not yet come
when we were able to go out, as they did in other countries,

we could take a very large number of the organised working
class with us. We must consider that as tactics in a military
sense—consider this class war as people in the position of lead-
ing and directing towards the revolution. We havel to take the
same dispassionate outlook as a general has to do. It did not
matter whether a general was or was not a furious anti-German,
his business was fo think the thing out coldly and clearly and
to get rid of emotion. It would be noticed that afternoon’ that,

he (Arnot) felt strongly against the Labour Party. Other speakers
said they were sick of the Labour Party. That was it, we were
il it the Labosty Party, and everybody there felt a response
when the speaker said he was sick of the Labour Party, and
that therefore we should cut loose. That was where the mistake
came. The fact that we were sickened of the Labour Party, that
it was a hard task to work inside it, and that it was a much finer |
thing ‘personally to feel that we were free of the thing, did not
mean necessarily that leaving the Labour Party was the best tactic
for! the revolution. We might have to go on doing things that
would nearly break our hearts before we got the revolution; but:
what we have in mind was the revolution and not the saving of
our hearts.
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W. Hill (Oldham Communist Unity Group) said one thing
we were overlooking in our discussion of affiliation with the
Labour Party, was what would be the effect upon us as a Com-
munist Group if we did affiliate? He would tell them what toolk
place in_his town last November at the municipal election. The

Labour Party put up a candidate in one of the wards who had
been working in the stores during the time that the co-operative
workers were on strike for a living wage. Can we support a man
of that description in his attitude in asking for the people’s
suffrage to send him to the council or Parliament? If we were

affiliated we should be compelled to do so. It was all right dele-
gates saying “No, no!” he had for many years in his town been
fighting these men. They had been affiliated. He had been a
delegate on the Exccutive there and knew what it meant. When
the local council puts a candidate up we have to pledge ourselves
to support that man. If we affiliated to the Labour Party we
should be in a_position of inutility as a Party. We should not be
able to expose the actions of the past nor the purposes of the
future in regard to candidates. If we were affiliated we must
be loyal to the Party, and how could we be loyal or apply for
affil to a Party with a constitution such as the muddled
constitution of the Labour Party? Personally, he was strongly
opposed to affiliation to a party of that description, for the reason
that it was not practical politics; and what he and his group
stood for was that when these men were put up for a local council
or Parliament, we should be able to put up a candidate in oppos-
ition to them; not in order that our candidate might be returned,
but so as to expose what these men had done in the past. Take
Clynes. If we were affiliated to the Labour Party how could we
expose to the. people that he gave £5,000,000 to the farmers
—ihc pets of the Government—and all the other facts of the
six years?  Circumstances might alter in the future, but
=y !he present the Convention ought to turn down any affiliation
with the Labour Party.

T. J. Watkins (Trethomas Communist Unity Group) said he
opposed affiation to the Labour Party. In so doing he was
fully conscious of the arguments that had been brought up on
the other side, but saw nothing in these that could by any means
touch the real thing involved. What he was concerned about
was this; it had been said that we were sick of the Labour Party,
but that was not the case; it was the Labour Party that was sick
and we did not want to get contaminated. The Labour Party
was not the rank and file of the working class movement. For
the last ten years he did not remember missing a general meet-
ing of the colliery at which he worked, and he had never yet
known the agenda of the Labour Party, or anything connected
therewith to come before one of those gcneral meetings. If we
were to get at the Labour Party it was the rank and file that
wel wanted to get at, and where were we to get at the rank and
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file? In the workshop? What were we to tell them? If we were.
to tell them what comrade Paul had advised us to tell them they
would be equal.ly confused as with what the other people wanted

another as a consumer, as Mellor had proposed. All these
things tended to show that the line of action on the political
field must be that of taking a complete separation from
Labour Party. It was no use attempting to camouflage thi
with thet working class.
H. Stubbs (Shop Stewards, Birmingham Committee) said that
our activities in the workshops had been very much discussed
he would say that the only party who could discuss these acti
were the shop stewards, and he would like to add that these di
Sk ik i, Tabour B arty to give them any advice upon
matter. Nor did they want that of the organisers. He persona
lho;lghl the working class movement and Labour
were in opposition, and he maintained that they should be
in opposition; because the workers understood that they
being fobbed, and they wanted a way out. The new era was
the way out. The Chairman had said the delegates had been
waiting two years for' this glorious week-end. For twor yea
they had been pecking away at a very hard shell to be hat
to breathe the fresh air. Were they to go back from the Con-
ference affiliated to the Labour Party, to tell the workers that
the Communist Party was still-born?  He had come to the con-
clusion that our activities were perfect through the shop stewnnf
movement; now that it was sanctioned that we should go
the political field, he asked that it should be on a straight basis.
r (East Liverpool B.S.P.) opposed affiliation. She-
v painful experience during the last twelve months
nside the Labour Party city councillor,  Tf we
affiliated to the Labour Party it would certainly mean that we:
owed a certain loyalty to the party we affiliated to. If
ffiliated with the object of having our views more clearly state
inside she believed we should adopt the wrong policy. She was:
returned practically on a Bolshevik propaganda policy, and
have been returned without the aid of the Labour Party; but,
since she had been in the Labour Party, not one suggestion
she brought forward in a group of twenty had ever seen
i i L. If we wanted to bring our views:'

conscious
was as free agents out: de! the Labour Party, and not inside
If we believes in political action—she was not very sure t
political action was the right action at the present mom
but if we agree with political action the only possible chi
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that we, as Socialists, have of forcing the right point of view
on the working class is outside the contamination of the Labour
Party on every subject that we have touched. Last week—on
the question of recruitig—the Lord Mayor was asking thel
Laboun Party to help in recruiting. What ought we to say as
Socialists on the question of recruiting? She was the only per-
<on to propose—and she could not get a seconder in the party—
that they should send back to the Lord Mayor a reply that, seeing
that the soldiers were always used to help the capitalist class,
for that reason they could not support recruiting. But no. Half
a dozen excuses from the Labour Party because they believed
vote catching was much more important. We want the best out
of the Communist Party, we want our views brought clearly to
the front; that, she believed, was what the people who supported
affiliation were anxious for. They believed we could get it best
through the Labour Party; she believed we could get it best
stated outside. The industrial workers were sick to death of
the position of the Labour Party at the present time, and she
hoptd that we, the Communist Party, showing the way not to
reform but to the emancipation of the workers, would keep out-
side the Party that had done so much to delay the progress of
the working class during the last few years.

L. Royle (B.S.P., Sheffield) opposed our having anything
whatever to do with the Labour Party. He had been somethi
like thirty years in the Socialist movement, and he recognised
to-day what a serious blunden he had made something like
twenty-five years ago in the old I.L.P., when he fought for bem.g
connected with the Laboun Party. He had been enamoured
the Labour Party for a year or two, but from “then until now
he had been fighting like grim death to get out of it. He now
saw how we had been throttled with it. He noticed that no
speaker who got up to advocate affiliation with the Labour Party
had a d word to say for it. One speaker had said we should
play upon the Labour and Trade Union Congresses, but he would
reply that they played upon us; they were all of no use or value.
He knew that many present feared the new Party would lose
membership if it was not affiliated to the Labour Party; but
he was confident we should have a tremendous influx of members
if we would only fight straight. There was nothing the working
man detested more in his rock bottom nature than a crooked
fight. He (Royle) did not want to go before the public to advo-
cate a crooked fight, but when he advocated they should fight
straight he could get them with him every time. One other
point. Why build up a Labour Party when we knew that the
time would come when we should have to smash it? The Labour
Party owed existence and its power to having been built
up by Socialists. Let the Left Wing of the Socialist movemeént
come out of it, and it would tumble down like a house of cards.
Tt was useless and we should not prop it up any longer.
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A. Angel (B.S.P., Central) said the Convention had assembl
to astablish a Communist Party with the object in view of
ishing the capitalist system and introducing, as far as he under-
stood, a Soviet Republic such as existed in Russia now. Yester~
day the Convention had passed a resolution adhering to the, Third
International, of which he was very glad, but he had thoug
that all Communists had |
national.

up yesterday.
with the people now at Geneva who called themselves “represent:
atives” of the proletariat of Britain; but who had treacherous
betrayed the workers of this and other countries, and had hel
to massacre such people as Karl Licbknecht, Rosa Luxembou
and Jaurés. We had affiliated to the Third International, a
now we were afffliating to the Second International. If w
wanted to remain a pure and simple Communist Party we shoul
remain outside the Labour Party, and if we wanted to do
thing for our class and ourselves we could do it on the industs
field; but never inside the Labour Party. We had been cad,

such a time whom did the workers comc to?
branches? Labour Party people? Not likely. The shop steward '
was the man. He contended that we could build up an organ.
isation apart from the Labour Party, i.., the Shop Steward
movement.  Provided we could get a sufficient leavening
class conscious shop stewards and others inside the worke\
shops, Labour Party affiliation need not bother us.

L. Manoin said he was a member of the B.S.P., but had
no good results from its affiliation with the Labour Party.,
the present time, in Sheffield, no matter how good a Sociali
a man mlghl be, he was mobbed if at any Socialist or trade uni
meeting he said he was in favour of such
human nature for the'men sent to Parliament to consider their o
bread and butter.  They knew if they came back tor their o

to the capitalist cla:

Fred Shaw supportcd affiliation to the Labour Party. He
not regard such affifiation as the bei all and end all of our act
ities, national and local, but merely considered that it fitted
with the situation in which the Communist Party found if
at the present moment. He would prefer to discuss it from
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branch aspect rather than from the national one. It was easy to
oppose affiliation from the historical point of view, and so dis-
cussed the subject lent itself to eloquence. As with previous
resolutions, we had had talk about institutions decaying and
dying, and that this and that would have to change. He would
ask the Conference to bear in mind what used to be said in the
Socialist movement, that you could not have a revolution until
the material Lnndmmu were ripe for that revolution. The ary
ynent against affiiation to the Lahour Party’ had beer. entiely
upon that N other words that the great material forces
were outweighing the efforts of humanity generally, and that
we had got to wait until the historic process showed itself before
we madet a move. It had been that kind of idea that had kept the
bulke of revolutionary Socialists from expressing themselves in
actual concrete data and in detail fight whether polifical or in-
dustrial. But he wanted to urge that a revolutionary situation,
when it came, meant the handling of data to hand, that was to
say, the material conditions we found. It did not mean standing
aloof. It was all right looking upon history as a film coming
from a cinamatograph merely. to provide text books for classes
and so on; but we were beginning to understand that the human.
being could at any rate apply intelligence to that historical pro-
cess, and by putting ourselves in the line of fight wherever it
showed itself we could develop the social strain wherever we
could. He claimed that we were putting that consciousness into
the historical development, and in that respect affiliation to the
Labour Party fitted in with other factors. He was a town council-
lor, he had not been run by the Labour Party but by a Socialist
group as a Communist. He had entered the fight as a propa-
ganda fight and had swept the deck. The point to be observed
was that if our revolutionary philosophy was correct, it was
capable of being applied to the things that we had at hand to-
day. There had been criticism in his locality that Socialist town
councillors were useless because they worked the current institu-
tions, operated by taxing property and so on; and that con-
sequently Communism could not operate. ~ But he suggested,
from inside knowledge of the work of the town council, that
town councillors got facts and data to enable them to put the
Communist point of view. We criticised collectivism, for in-
stance, showing that it was used now to make profits and so
relieve rates; but the Communist town councillor could use his
position to demonstrate that it was possible, by shoving up rates,
to get the tram and other public services free upon a communal
basis. In other words, if our philosophy was any good it could
be applied now to material conditions. In every locality, and *
however we expressed ourselves—whether as shop_stewards,
members of trade unions or however it might be—we had to de-
velop social strains wherever they showed themselves. Revolu-
tions did not come along preconceived lines; onme never knew
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where the revolution would break out. It was our duty, if a
social strain showed itself, even if it was only a reform move-
ment, to get inside and develop that strain. Ultimately through
such strains we should bring about a breakdown of the capitalist |
system. Instead of talking of material conditions being ripe,
we should be helping them to become ripe.

T. Bell said he wished to oppose an observation of those who:
were advancing the case for affiliation to the Labour Party, that
they are realists. From his point of view it seemed they were the.
very opposite, having regard to the purpose for which this Cone
vention was called. This Convention was called to establish a
Communist Party, and, at this stage to start an argument about =
affiliation to the Laboun Party, and other secondary and minor
questions before we have gathered together the elements that
were gmng to make the Communist Party, far from bei
was in essence utopian. It scemed to him that this was the point
that all had sed up to this stage, that we want to get together
a Communist Party, and we want to devise the best possible
method of bringing all the elements that are agreed upon Coms
munism into one camp.  But instead of that we have been trying:
to discuss supposed differences between us before we have actually
united. He submitted, as a case in favour of non-affiliation to
the Labour Party, that at the present time there was in the

the last four or five years to cut the painter so far as old policies s
were concerned. We wanted to convince people that it was not

with our fellow workers in all spheres of
contact to go upon once we got the Communist Party set up.
It seemed to him that we were afraid of our own strength. Two
speakers, Mrs. Bamber and Fred Shaw, have shown that they

could stand on their own legs without assistance from the Labour
Party, and get into the councll on a strict Bolshevik programme.
He could substantiate that from his own experience and that of
the Chairman at the last election. We stood on our own pins
in defiance of the Labour Party, and not only carried on very
valuable Bolshavik propaganda, but received a vote that put
to shame many of the votes that were cast for other candidates
who were using all the other methods of perisuasion, as allies
of the Labour Party and so forth, to effect their propaganda.
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What we wanted to do at this stage was to take our courage in
our hands and become an independent party. The first essential
to rally together all the elements in the country in favour of
Communism, was to make it clear that we have no associations
with and did not stand for the same policy as the Labour Party,
that we were a revolutionary party and meant revolution—and
it was not a case of a revolution in the millennium but of a revolu-
tion in the #mmediate future. It was possible. And the Com-
munist Party was the Party that had got to foment and handle any
situation that might fairly operate. Let it not be suggested
that we were only a handful. We were only a handful, only
a few; but all revolutionary movements began with a few. What
we hawe to keep in mind was this, that the industrial, social,
financial and political situation and stability of capi
breaking down. We wanted a Communist Party dmr and dis-
tinct from any association with reformism or the Labour Party,
and in order to get a party that would be worthy of its name
at this stage, we wanted to declare against affiliation with the
Labour Party as the one method of raMying the people to our
side.

Wm. Paul, summing up the case against Labour Party affili
tion, said: Various arguments have been put forward this after-
noon as to why we should be affiliated to the Labour Party. We
have the argument that we have to remember that we are at a
certain historic period, and are faced with certain institutions
within which we are compelled to operate. Our friends in favour
of Labour Party affiliation put forward the suggestion that we
should operate within the trade union movement and Labour
Party. They say: “If you leave the trade union movement and
do not participate these trade union struggles, you are
betraying the working class, and in the measure that you
participate in these trade union struggles lugviu.l]\ you must
participate in the struggle of the political expression of trade
unionism ; that is the Labour Party.” There is no analogy. On
the industrial field, and this is what they always forget, the
working class, whether they like it or not, are compelled to face
issues that present themselves in a particulan, concrete character;
which the working class understand inside out. It is always a
question of a sharter workmg day, or an increase in wages.
Nobody can camouflage that issue, and because of these issues
which “arise: as a consequence of the economic position of the
working class in socity, we take our stand there and join issue
in all the struggles of the masses, and in that demonstrate that
the Communists are always on the side of the workers. What
happens in the Labour Party? You come on to the political field.
‘What happens then? You cease to deal with immediate, concrete
issues? When the Labour Party comes upon the platform it is
upon such quesnmu as the fuulm of reciprocity. The worker
says: “What is reciproci e result is that, owing to the
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very nature of this purely abstract position the working dlass can
be "diddled on the polmml field, whereas they cannot on the

physicians, whom we know in the Labour Party, to camouflage the
issue on every occasion, the working class cannot face the issue.

because they are asked to vote on abstractions. Take the other

point. It shows we take our part in the struggles of the working

class. Shaw says that we Communists have to be wherever a
strain manifests itself that may lead to a revolutionary issue.
The is that when the revolutionary strain manifests itself,
you will find that it operates in the Labour Party in such a way.
that the péople controlling that party will strangle the strain. We.
need not remember about Liebknecht working hand in hand with

was when he voted the war credits there, because he was swayed |
by the Social-Democratic Party against his own wishes. Only |
when he cut himself adrift and stood as a Communist, and went

and ultimately to his death, was that cancelled.
¥\ Hodgana, replymg it youiel ot bt Lot
Chairman and comrades, 1 have been expecting to hear from |
Hite Al Haes Bos derending o klintin 1o tha Cat
Party an answer to my question: “Why will you work inside the
industrial movement of the workers and refuse to work inside the
political movement?”’ There is no answer to that. 1 have had
it from Comrade Paul in this way, that on the industrial field you
have to deal with questions of hours and wages and so forth, and
that the workers cannot be diddled there.

diddled all the time !

regularity that becomes absolutely depressing.

field you deal with abstractions, and it is more easy to diddle the
workers.””  All the more reason you should be on the political field
10 prevent them being diddled. Do we not deal with abstractions?
Is it not our business to deal with abstractions?

the political movement of the workers? The strength of your
own arguments? Or do you fear that the silvery eloquence of
Henderson and Clynes will rob you of your revolutionary

as consisting of its leaders. It is nothing of the sort. Go toa
Labour Party meeting. You will find delegates of the local trade
unions, the best men who could be selected in the locality to act
as delegates. They are functioning as trade union delegates on
the political field, and unless you are there with yur e of
facts and arguments, they will be left at the mercy of people more
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unscrupulous. How is it in this great political movement of the
workers they are victimised by people such as we know? Because
thel other people have beaten us. That is all. They have got
hold of the political movement of the workers because we have
been absent. You are asking us to continue that futility. Our
Communist Party has got to be revolutionary, We have to work,
struggle, organise, take every opportunity we have to stir up
discontent and foment revolt. Wherever there is a_strike we
have to give it a revolutionary aim and purpose, and wherever
the workers are there to be influenced it fis our business to be
there, too. Let us start right. Let us start as a party which is
dealing with realities and not abstractions. Let us start as a
party which is not merely dealing in theories—though it can do
that—but is also ready, as I have said before, to march step by
step with the working class leading them on to victory; not by
reason of the fact that it sets itself up on a pedestal as having
superior knowledge to the working class, but in all of the
working class movement, directing it, inspiring it, carrying it
ultimately to victory by this means.

The Chairman said he thought all would agree that the
discussion had been the most organised and exhaustive one that
had taken place in this country on the question of the merits of
affiliation or otherwise to the Labour Party. He knew there would
be some delegates who would feel a bit disappointed that they
had not got their particular point of view put before the
Conference; but he hoped they were bigger in soul than to allow
that sort of thing to worry them.

The vote was then taken, and 100 votes were given in favour
of proposition “A,” as against 85 for proposition “B,” so that
Afﬁlnallon with lhe Labour Party was carried.

V. Mellor said he had voted in favour of affiliation, but he
thought (he present situation a very serious one, and that it
would test the loyalty of both sides. There was a close division
of opinion inside the Conference, and there was going to be a
close division of opinion inside the Communist Party. It was a
matter which should not be taken light heartedly. The temporary
Exccutive ought to consider the position seriously. It should
consider thoroughly not only the decision come to, but the
implications of that decision, and should report to the Conference
which would be held when the Communist Party was

i and a new E: tive took office. We
did not want, during this period of incubation, that anybody
should feel that the thing was being done in a hurry without our
undersmndmg what it meant, or that the minority was being

At the next Conf there should be a report as
to exactly what affiliation meant, then we should be in a better
position to decide once and for all whether we should go in or
stay out. He suggested this course because he wanted to avoid
the question coming up every year.
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J. Hamilton (Liverpool Communist Unity Group) said he
not previously spoken, other people having expressed the feeling
of the group he represented; but he would have to report to his
group, and he wanted to know what the position would be if the
Communist Party applied for affiliation to the Labour Party,
was not accepted on acount of its Communist programme?

Another delegate said he knew the feeling of his own group

and others he had been in contact with, and he thought the
difficulty we were now faced with might be best met by g
each local group to decide for itself, instead of binding The wil
Communist Party. It should be a matter of local initiative.
The Chairman said that he had been chairman of the Joint
Committee and also one of the delegates from the group that had
been most vehement in iits opposition to the Labouri Party. He,
and those who agmad with him, felt their defeat most keenly; but
they accepted it in the spirit in which the-y had invited the question.
to be b{mgh( before lhe Conver

the shirt it would wear.

personal passion that had been shown in the discussion, would
carried into the Communist Party. Its members would meet
districts where they had never met before, except in vigorous
opposition, or even vindictive rivalry. They would meet on
common ground, in one party, and be hoped”they would try
eliminate any contact they might have had with the traditions
party organisation of the past, and would subordinate themselve
to the position made for them in the Communist Party.

W. Mellor said he would like the Chairman to answer.
question that had been put, as to what would be the attitude o
the Communist Party if Fia application to join the Labour Party
was refused.

The Chairman neplied that if the Labour Party refused to
the Communist Party in, he did not see how the latter could
in. He knew certain individuals who would be received within.
the Labour Party with anything but a hearty welcome. He also.
knew that at the present moment the Labour Party was consider-
ing its attitude towards an application for admission from the
Communist Party. f
. Willis said he mx a word should be said on the side of
those who had been in favour of affiliation. Like Mact h
representing the other point of view, they felt that the Communist
Party was greater than any tactic they might decide on for the.
moment. It would be the duty and pleasure of those whos favoured:
affiliation to the Laboun Party to show that they were not less
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revolutionary than those who were not in favour of such affiliation.
All agreed in being in favour of revolution at the earliest possible
moment and by the shortest way.

TELEGRAM TO THIRD INTERNATIONAL.

The next business was that the Chairman asked the Conference
(on the recommendation of the Standing Orders Committee) to
send the following telegram to the Third International :—

d Communist Party of Great Britain constituted to-day on the

tion of Soviet system for achieving power by the workers.
tatorship as means of combating counter-revolution.

Bl ey

emastiry, action pa! fomads of (revolutionary propagandd and

Afliation o the Labour Party as a reoludonary (acic
Party expresses joy at being able to march hand in hand
Russian and other Comymnist Pattis of the work.
g live the o' Soviet Repblic!
Long live the Third International !
Long live Communism !

This was agreed to.

TELEGRAM TO RUSSIAN COMMUNIST PARTY.

The Chairman said he had another recommendation from the
Standing Orders Committee, lhal the following telegram be sent
to the Russian Communist

o Gt Pt 1 ot er AU N i ceings 1o
Russian Comenunlst Party and o the victorious Russian proleta nds
immediate recogriion of the Soviet. Governinent ‘and
be concluded af @ general peace conference held in full public
upon. the organised workers. in thelr forthcoming ballot o show nm hey
are prepared to compel the fulfilment of th

He said this telegram had in view the possibs y of a p('act:
conference) meeting some time next week in connection with not
only the Russian but the world situation. If the peace conference
was held it would be circumscribed to circumstance that would
tx anything but favourable to the working class movement,

Russian and international. ~ There was a suj its
deliberations should not be in open light and full publicity, but in
the cloister, the public only getting what information those in
authority chose to issue. This was our protest against any such
action,

The resolution was agreed to.

THE LABOUR PARTY AGAIN.

The Chairman (reverting to the resolution as to affiliation with
the Labour Party) said that three amendments had been handed
up which would only have applied if “B" had been carried, and
as it had not been carried they fell to the ground. He had another
that was handed up by the Cardiff group to be moved if “A” was
carried. This group wanted a proviso that the Communist Party
should be allowed to retain freedom of action in regard to

tational work. But he was not going to ask the Convention to
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pass this, because he thought it was a matter for the Exeunng
ittee. In his opinion, it would be a complete travesty of |

the spirit of the Convention if the Executive, or anyone in the
pary, allowed the Labour Party to circumseribe the i
of spirit within the Communist Party.
W. Saltmarsh, on behalf of the Cardiff group, said he agn:qi,

to this action. 4

TENTATIVE PROPOSALS. A
The Convention_then returned to the * Tentative Pmposu

had been partly i Saturday eveniny
These proposals were very full
detail being added—and were discussed at length. An amendment
on No. 14 altering the headquarters’ levy from 1s. a month to 6d.
a month was moved and seconded, but was lost. On No. 5
was explained that the Provisional Committee were arranging for
a special Literature Department, under the name of the Universal &
Publishing Co., with comrade S. H. Raines as manager, and this
brought forth certain statements concerning Raines and his
association with the Manchester Labour College and the.
Manchester Reformers’ Bookshop, which were stated by delegates
to be in circulation, and
n was agréed—thie Provisional Committee concurring—that this
ferred pending a thorough investigation by
Fiitcun Hasion The Tentative Proposals were then
submitted to the Convention en bloc and carried unanimously. &
NAME OF PARTY.
In answer to Mrs. Walker (B.S.P., E )
Chairman stated that the name of the party was the “Communist.
Party of Great Britain.
MISCELLANEOUS RESOLUTIONS.
Tha Chairman said there was a resolution from the Socialist .
Prohibition Fellowship as follows

hat the Communist Party will throw the weight of its mﬁr\mmg
favour of the complete suppression of the manufacture of

others had had of the

it in Scotland.

necessity for prohibition dn cerum!y as great here as in Russia.
He wanted tactic; it
was certainly as revolutionary as aﬂilmnon to the Labour P-ny
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He did not want to go into the pros and cons at the moment—
he knew he could lick the opposition when he did—all he asked
was that the matter should be referred to the Executive for their
considera

e easltion ek st o Uiacro e 0 Fronbml
Executive.

The Chairman: said he had a resolution from the Abertillery
Communist Unity Group, that the question of individuals being
members of the Communist Party, whilst holding membership of
any other political party, be remitted to the Executive for their
consideration.

This was agreed to.

W. Hill (Oldham Unity Committee) moved that the Conference
instruct the E.C. to appoint food, fuel and house controllers in
view of the imminence of the revolution.

This and another resolution, that the badge of the Communist
Party should be the Red Flag, were also remitted to the Executive
Committee.

YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE.

Jas. Stewart, who had been the delegate from the Nottingham
Communist Unify Group, but who now appeared on behalf of the
Young Seaii S atieel) e Convesnion B HE NS
took the full credit for the organisation of the Young Socialist
League. He had landed himself in gaol for it before it was born,
but it was practically born before he came out. Those who
applauded the: ramnes of Kad Lishkneckt and Rosd Luzembodig
should read L
and urge others to read it very ymmg e
class there was the Socialist Sunday School movement, but when
the boys and girls left the Sunday School—when they reached the
agel of starting to work—what literature was there to, give them?
What literature had the working class movement to give these
boys and girls, that would explain their function inside the factory,
mine or workshop? The Young Socialist League had been
established, and would play a_prominent part in the growth and
development of the Communist Party. Boys not yet developed
into men were investing all their pocket-money in supplying the
literature we should have supplied years ago. Had we done this,
the Communist Party would have come into being long since.
Dickegutes shimikd s hoid, 6 the: yiotis mibabrECstn e ihe
movement. When they went back to their branches they should
get into touch with the organisers of the Young Sociafist League
and the Editor of its official organ, “The Red Flag.” Bring the
boys and girls into the movement, and there would be more
Communists when they grew up.  All power to the young
movement |

On this note the Convention practically closed; for the
Chairman having very briefly addressed the delegates, asking
them to see to it that the Communist Party was alive not merely
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at its centre but right to the end of its tentacles, and hoping ¢
would put into operation the spirit and enthusiasm manifested
the Convention, the proceedings terminated.

APPENDIX A
SECRETARY'S REPORT

T foliowing s pibinbied 6 beball of the Joint Brovisions! Comeg
e led up to the simmoning of this Conven

between the various national Socialist organisations, the movement
oo o e iestioe—th am aplegeoue to cl 1 ek bty Al ' ravolal
left. wing groups and organisations that had Communism for their objectiy
and adhered to the Third International.

weyed to_these various groups: and organisations by

was the duty of all sincere
differences and  difficulties

June, 1019, @
nmded e o e e
a(ma“y
o sira e v wad Ll 1t any, dsagresinentniC
concerned fundamental Goikioien and the guiiafab S, vood miich: el
organisations could unite. The main ifficulty arose on the question of tactics,
;-ntlcnhr‘) in regard to the relations of the pr
the existing industrial and pol
ciass, The B.S.P. representatives referred to the referendum of that organisa:
tion taken the previous year, and fo the vote of its last Annual Conference,
when the policy of working through the politcal Labour mavement was i3
rmed by overwhelming Majorhice,  And ey stated thar they Teit AR
Bullc of the BS.P. membership would male it
inthe direction of unity that the bases of amalgamation should include
afiiaion of the new arganisation to the Labour Part X
o T s At R By ey kS
represintatives of the WSLE, ‘and the S Wales S5, urged that, howe
much they, as indisiduals, might be prep:lrrd e
e e - uniy that made afiliation o the Labour Party ane
s
Codaiiim e proposal was made as suggesting o middle <o
to which al might agree. “That groposal was that the membership of
ious bod 1 e consulted as 1o, thelr \\“mgm-\» to merge their
nisations in one Communjst Party, and that the question of
nhxmns of the new Par rgiebing Honspl e e setted by
s Pacty when it was forme [Exentually th
was :ctepmd by all present, and the conference adjou derst
RAF it stonid e mibenicie ot werious Exscutivestin the (o\\mvmg -
he membership of the variou
as to their_ willingness to m
Parts, having for its object the establishment of Communsm
of the dictatorship of the working <lass working through Sovi
hat the auestion of the affliation of the new Pasiy to the Labour Pasisll
be seitled by a referendum of the members three months after
Party is formed.
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This proposal was in due course sul to and adopted by the Executives
of e BSE, the WSF, e el B Ater_some delay, it
ppeared that the Fx(‘cukwe of the S.L.P. had not accepted the report of their
el onference, and whilst they could hardly refuse to consult
Their membership on a proposa
nevertheless their referendum was o be |
o render its decision null and void so far a:
was concernad. The remt of the S.L.P.
conclusion, and consist
Boactical vatue ‘of Which way negatived by &
party an opportunity whatever of departing, if it so wished, from the tadic
tional policy of the S.L.P. s involved.

Thenceforward. right up to i year, efforts were made, both
inside and outsida of the S.L.P. 1o induce its Executive to reconsider their
el A i e L R for Com-

nist Unity. It was polnded out to them that the unity o the g

sible if all were prepared to make o
that other organisations’ concerned in the negotations that attached cqual
importance as_themselves, though s 5 flieceat. 2o o T
obstioas in dlspute, were pecpared o reler them for decieion of the rank and
fle of the new Party; and they were repeatedly urged to send representatises
o the ‘Unity, Conference where the points at Tssue could be disbussed. - But

le, a struggle was proceeding inside the S.L.P. itself between

its conservative doctrinaire executive and the e genuinely

desirous of © summon

Conforence of thelr sympathisers within e < which was held at Notting-
from that conference issued a manifesto in favour of

ing and defending. the attitude of the S.L.P. members at

Gonference. Thls sorved to.rally those In the S.LuP. who

expelled from tho S.L.P. thereupon constituted themselves a Communist Unity
pi S b R R
Unity negonmons, From that moment the S.L.P. ceased offcally to figore

d, repute, and all the known act SO avits r
with them. so that they now stand as a group much stronger than the S.L.P.
cver sto0d both i mosale. and numbers:

This change allowed the delberations to proceed a step further, but
shortly a fresh obstacle had to be en i

preenting itell, The amlude assumed by the W.S.F., however, became more
Iukewarm and, later, distinctly hostile, and their contributions to
the! discissions revealed e s Sl bt Oiikoks of sreaving madHORE
abstacles and pr fresh problems than of devising ways and means
ming Gifcalics, With them dntipariismentarm--which, in -the
ity Staies of the discussion, they stated they considered o be of ltogether
secondary importance {0 the nced for unity_sudenly became a fetish, and ws
s continually to hamper the making "o any real progress towards estab:
Tishing the Communist Part
Nevertheless, the aicon were condinued, in spite of the WSF.
ot eir aid, and eventually, a stage was reached when the long-

Tank and Ble to be arranged by the Unity Conference. This proposal was
63



gnanimously agreed to by il the sections, and the Conference cosolved i
into a Joint Provisional Committee for carrying the agreement into effect,

1t ‘was felt, however, that for e rank and fle Conventions to be-of
alue at all, some underttanding sh
projec ist Party.. Obviously, i su
G acion mads i caosedion with the G Y,
danger that the various sides to the negotiations might sim

e and extent of their own suj

mean  sey

s will be readily appreciated, would have been anything
VAL Uyt Wt el pok hovs Jusshed e Fomd months” delberat
on the matter. It was, thercfore, molvas that the National Cons

if accepted, woul
of the Commumit Party, decding s tactcal polcy and instuting its offcile
accordingly, ority i that deciion
I e imtng 1 ing
regarded as pledgid 1o mcrge themselves in the ne d
ention was to be held to imply that those hruncbu, a
groups, and societies szﬂdmg delegates would be by the decis
Convention and become the Communist Pacly. . To prevent atp
ambiguity on this point e uwxumbn circular was to make it clear that this
course was to be followed, and only (hose bodies prepared to agree to it
to be urged to send delegates.”
o this the W.S.F. delegation took exception; they presently broke awayl
i e Provisions] Comemitice, and. st a Wy, and’ uninfueniielll
i b Ty astensibly Jummoned o disuse
to change their name from
the “Workers” Socallt Federation” to’the. Commmunist
good tactics from their point of view, in that it may |
e therm tegiporarily a new lease of Jife, But thet such disruptive
action deserves the st condemnation of all genuine Communists i seel
from the message re rom Comeade Lenin by the Joint Provisional Contil
by the Central Excnmw "Committes

i Toine Provisional Goramittes hass dharefore, procesded widh ity work
on the lines agreed upon, and it bs to give efect 16 that agreement that this
Coaveation s, beca calid, 1t la fhs. conviclion of the
Comitter that o grest deal of the diffulty that has had

ag: disappear of itself once the real
e bialb o

ALBERT INKPIN,

APPENDIX B \
Fraternal messages ceceived at the Convention and reported 0. the
jde N. LENIN.
avi received the kuer of the Joint Provisional Cmmulae ﬂl
the Communist Pnrly of Bri dated June 2oth, 1 has ly

T+ The S. Wales S.S. at this stage had become defunct. Their place
the Joint_ Provisional Commitice was subsequently taken by the . Wales
Communist Council, a much stranger and more influential body. 4
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* Germany

ccordance with thle request that | am in complee sympathy with thee
plans for the immediate organisatior ist Party in England,
I consider the palicy of comrade smm $okerss d o e Wetkers

Aton in refusiag o collaborate ia.the aumi amalgamation of
e British Soclaist Party, Secialst Labour Party. and. others Into one
Comununist Party to be wrong. 1 personally am in favour of participation
in Parliament and of adhesion to_the Labour Party on condition of free
and independent Communist activity. This policy going to defend
at the Second s of the Tlurd e il on Juy st at
Moscor e that a Communi be Speedily
organised on the basis of the declsmns and principles of e b Totes
national, and that that party be 'brought_ into clase touch with the
Tndustrial Workers of the World and the Shop Steward Committees in
order to bring about their complete union.

LENIN,
Moscow, July 8th.

GERMAN COMMUNIST PARTY.
German Commusiaé Barty eegieiting sincwly. the mpossbiiyiof
sending a delegate coneys or the complte success of
Srar Congreat” it & Seies, ridy party oeganisation and ac
will make the Britsh Communist Farty a powerful and glorious arm iy
of the Third Inter ail in the delegates of the present
Congress the leading party In the future revolationary struggles ‘of the
proletarian masses.  Fraternal greetings, Three cheers for the  Briish
i the British working class. Three cheers for the
o nie Paros T ol oot TF e, T i eAn et s e
the world revolution.

CLARA ZETKIN
Dear Comrades—To our thanks for your kind invtation we join our
congratulaiigns on the progress achieved in br about this very importan
Congress. We are sorry not to be able to send a fraternal delegate, b\u
o oitical sifuation is 20 Joaded up with the clements of confcs, sbove

h in tasks and dutie which wre irmposed: o s by the Suggle Ia
which we are engaged, that the Patty cannot spare anyone forany. leagth
me, at least, for the present.

et, dear cnmr'uies, we are aware of the very great importance of
your Congress, give to the growing revolutionary movement of
ihe Britsh worl a leading Communist Party, whose force will be

i o on and guaranteed by a unity of principle, tactics and
organisation. Such a Party Wil have (he canseiousness and. the powes fo
use all wespons in the hands of the proletariat—parfiamentariem incluied—

mea capitalist
i m by Soviet order, " And_ it will_fargely
the he closest touch and connection

in
with the hhnurmg warocy themmsetves. - This, Palfy il slics the Farmhn:
tionary actions of the labouring masses and can never share the ot
ambition to replace such actions by revolutionary trifling.  The international
political si es most urgent the international revolutionary collaboca-
ornuniuts T 1 Saeittn; The Enteeie Yogeriaics contiss their

Connl SEas 1o cmil Coumami’ Sdsies: Rt i s
purpose they now sustain and arm the rapacious Polish Imperialism. 5
pa_the counter-revolutionaries of the victorious Entente and of vanquished
ve come 1o a fraternal understanding i order to disarm and kill
the pmleurmn revolution in Germany and to re-stablish the weakened and
mb pitalist system by aggravating the exploitation and servitude of
The working :lass people. Against nternationsl cupitalism and international
unism Third the

world revolution. We are quite sure munist_Part be
R very strong foroe 1n the struggle, “white the Thid Totesmationsh Al have
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m fight against the counter-i revolutmn all over the world and not least
gnpﬂlhsun nd Imperialists of Great Britain.
coptigen, i feist 1 the ood sl ‘work which the Congress

sciousness and power
Vinced you il have the same cxpetience. By
illusions we arrived at clearness and strength and s
alt the mare powerful against ournational and il
Our most hearty wishes for the work of the Congress, for the develop
of the Joung British Communist Party.
» dear friends and comrades,

fighting proletarian class of Great Britain,
wage-slaves in all countries. For the world e on

incerely yours, For the Communist Party of Germaay,

by crder) CLARA ZE'

DUTCH COMMUNIST PARTY.
,—We ieceived your invitation and regret we cannot sen
ngress. Nevertheless we send our best wishes an
angress. il establish 3 Great. ueiied, Commpnist Party i
e By ,:apam.onem & the British working masses to Communism.

ng five the unity of all Communisis in Great Britain
Tong live the Third International
o Wectuirve of i Duich Cameriuniat Party.

1. C. CETON, Semrary.

AUSTRIAN COMMUNIST PARTY. B
Dear Comade e GermanAustrian Communlst Party grects and
congratulates the oundation of 3 & Communlst Party, in G
that you will develop ;ucweruny in your country
b iRl Ml e R Great Britai, and
Varkens b ockaowledge. the “Thira Tntecnationsl ta e thelr' true (AN
land,

dvanes of our glerious brethren, the Russian Comimunlsts,
the victories of the heroic Red Army gather the cnpx\‘ahsls of the whole
world in the fight against the red Repiblic of the. Russian workers (4l

Our Communist Party in Austria was founded nearly .two_years g’
at the time when Austrian militarism was smashed on the front of the
Imperialist world war. You, in a country of victorious capitalism, are
ng with 2 much harder sirugele to win “the brains and the hearts of the.
wockers who still beieve in a peaceful development of the international class
struggle.” Yours also is the task of fighting the oldest and at the samie
time_the strongest capitalism and imperialism of the whole world.
For the successful progress of the Party we " vitire (o express
on, that. it s necsssary that diferences on questions of miner impor(SAEHy
Shch ‘as participstion. in. pariiamentuey acton, should ot he_aloudil
Hampec e i fight o bréveat the  unifeation of-ait sevelutienscyie AR
munms 1

the Third International!
Long live the Wrkers: and Pessants! Republic of Russial 4
ve the Worl km znd Peasants” Lelgue o! the Whole World!

Lnng live the Communist Party of Great Britain

o s e Party,
JOHN WERTHEIM.
ITALIAN SOCIALIST PARTY.

Dear Comrades,—We are unable to send a representative to take part
your Conference of the 3ist of July owing to the absence of several
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r members in Russia attending the Sccond Congress of the Third
International, and also on account of the numerous cconomic agitations
very pleased with the agree-

an event must not be overlooked at this moment when the representa-
tives of the Communiet Partics the warld over. are. meeting at Moscow 10
consider the best means of sl B Revolution.

Our proletariat is_watching with sympathy the progress of the British
proletariat_which rating itsel from Socil Demosratic error. and
marching decisively towards Communism.

e Eastern bourgeoisie are look

JHopetully 1o the English bour-
aie to'defench tham- againat the & wing menace of e Revolution:
‘e are confident that the English |)rokh<nal will be_able
truingh and the consolidation” of the Russian’ Revolution which 15 the
matrix of the World Revolution.
¢ working classes of lialy done.and will do everything in their
mplish this supremely important task and sireich out their
oo iof l:nghsh comrates who are unit g it lhom against
not now the hour for hesitatio P What the
1 Gsvino ot e esucai G e futared 1l i
the hour for definite decisions of historic responsibilty which ‘st be faced
To the comrades assembled at London
aiist Fore, ikt he eatreseionhel Coe: atesminatio o thesdiatima
Socialists.
n the name of the ltalian Socialsts we greet you, lonking with you
towards the Universal Republic of the Counc ¢ live Communist
England !

igned)  EGIDIO GENNARI, Political Secretary.

SWISS COMMUNIST PARTY.
Dear (mnr.uh‘».—\\’e are in_receipt jon 1o attend your
Convention. As b Tor s oo s dekgatmn we thinls it is

our duty 9 send o short fepart of the attiude of our, Park
s Communist_ Party during  the dast. fow years has developed

o s o e revolutionary forces among the workers, and is

i napiemteiiaion ol A Tl Clearly--and ‘frmly

represents the Third International. The official organ of the Swiss Com-

munists_appears tu 5: weekly, and numberless propaganda leaflets and
tri

In regard to the question of Parliamentary action, we do not dogmatise,
nior do we completely dlspcnse with same. = At our last Conference the Party
laid down' the following pol
I all trade unions, t groups are to be formed whose duty it
030 Wi et Werkans Carmminse N organise same when not
already exnlcm\n also to orga
prepa taking over production and dealing with all social questions
mumg e it o
e Party consider it sbsolutely necessary that the proletariat shouid be
r»pec i shiahpadd npon great power of united mass action. The
Social Democratic Party of Swumrhnd. which the sharpest apposition
small in_numbers. ¢ wing of this party, however,
fayours aiiiiation. fof the ‘Thicd Toternatooals - Daring. cotset . mouns
attempts have been made by this section to bring about unity with the
Swiss Communist Party. For this purpose it is absolutely necessary that
they should break mmplzlely with_ the counter-revolutionary elements in
the” Social-Democratic Part
What tho result il be i is SHl tod easly o say:
Congress will decide many problems that affet our country.
e meantitte the Swiss Communist Party will continue ite fight
il gt ikt )

The Moscow
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The Revolutionary, Proletariat of Switserland send their British.com
rades the

T e Bl Comonlt P iy

A Rl Yo' the World's Communist. Rovaluti
the Executive of the. Swi Comiuatet Party,

ROBERT MULLER.

LEFT WING LL.P. GROU

Dear Comrade,—On behalf of the Thind Imemzlmlnhs‘ Comrades of
the LL.P.. now known as the Left Wing of the LL.P., we send you
fraternal gretings.

r Group- e st present kalod together o spiric and s oot comentad
Into an ofganisatio sical character. Our main object is to adhere
ey g amiaatton, bl logically in our opinion’ can_ have o ofhee
course open 1o it but o act with other International comrades along the
tines of the Third International, and to which end we are now unceasingly

Vou will readily understand, therefore, the necessity of our absence
ion, though the rapid establishment of a stro

P-ny in Great Britan is as dear o us s o you. We woukl

tiime submie for your conskleration. one or-tws, featues from -our. pélat

view, so_that nothing n your deliberations, expressions, or decisions may.

umwittingly go. againgt the nterest. of Soclaiem or Communism i this
Where we are already far below the mark as compared to our

neighbouring comrades.

o are holding a position af great sirateglc Svantage, at the present
moment, against odds. 1f we give way or we are scattered, the loss Wil mot
be_ours mdlvndmﬂly but of the movement generally, Just ag much
gain would be by a successful issue of our
T RS o Rt gm away our.
fighters. We even need reinforcements, We therefore trust you will take
no action which might scajter or i our ranke, and_ we even hope that

ryth power to reinforce us every fraternal
eistunce, 5 that wa may slimately hold the. L.L.P, citadel I the Ghuse
re and on the Continent.
action of our impa
who now number several thousand, who with a clearer view of
sither. left us or would not join our ranks, we decply deplore the result
ism_has
Gur’ separated advance
n effct, and have also disabled
LiP; from taking its place. where it ought ake:
Russian Revolution. e al mgmm
careered better in practical and with its general toucl
our maveatont here, i oPald Bave” afccted the sadve. thond o coucentl
in this_count
“Time has 1 mw cuma o undo ths ercor and oot to repest It «0 while
wish you succes £ great olort, we invile you o give. s every
Iraternal and communal assistance that you can give us in all our branches
i the country.

Yours fraternally,

m\\\wnn m\ww)
SHAPLR][ SAK. (City London),
SeLhgen

( p all other comrades.
LITHUA\IAN COMMUNIST FEDERATION EXECUTIVL COMMITTEE,
lings, Comrades, Do not fail to carry through (M great work

to estaBIs s, sfabla Commianiet. Party, W ars with. you

‘TOM MANN.
o =1 much regret my inability 1o be present at the Communist
Unity Convention on the gist inst., owing to having to be at Consett, Co.
Durham, on that
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ire therefore to txpms my sincbre hope that real success will
ol i e ol oo S e e may as a result have
& Thoroughvgolag Communlat Party, cdual to cafrying on  tha. cducationsl
and propagandist work n to_develop and focus opinion, and ere long
enable us to reach the Communist Ideal.
ith fraternal greetings,
Yours sincerely,
TOM MANN.

NORWEGIAN LABOUR PARTY.

Comrades,~Your communication about the Communist Convention has
B Eiehait: W thark 706 1 pout 1a{iiBiing o send Trotobasl mbogkics
but we have at present o delegates attending the Congress of the Third
International. Besides this we are carrying on a good deal of work in the
i e e Ky |mpuss|ble (6 send fraternal delegates
3 5

your deliberations w keenest interest, and are expecting good: results.

abour Party in Norway has decided for the ekt Shvip sod the
ummmmp s Plaral. Ve, Saie: pEAIg elections, but see in mass

the real S for attaining Soculum.

orweglan Labour Party g now o membership of 120,000. The
Tiade Unlon Gurgrons, Beld Inst week, decided oo In- favont of the semio
principles, and sent a_delegate to the International Communist Cnngress in
Russia. " The Central Trade Union organisations have a membership of
150,000 The party and trade unions consist essentially of the
members.

With fraternal, grestings,
TIN TRANMAEL, Secretary.
KURRE. GREPD. Chafrmn
HUNGARIAN COMMUNISTS.
takes place on the anniversary of the
of the Hungarian Soviet Republic.
Esactly a year to-day Entents capitaism, under the direction of the
bourgeoisic and the Rumanian hordes, destroyed the Soviet régime.
could s happen? Oniy because the British, proletariat had ot rallied
banner of the (Thind International; neither were the British masses
sulfmendy alise and intereste
oviets survi
a_guarantee Tat we had in Great Britain an active and virile Sghting
0rgzmsﬂ(ton
Hungary, w n over fo the rapacity of the White hordes, and with
the Telp of (he Eaients, they organised. thaie blosdust officer toops; and
amidst the diabolical laughter of the Entente officers our brave comrades
were rutblonly hung.
rades, we caninot expect anything more from you than an'aggressive
vatte ag.ums( your own bourgeoisie and su
rom. the domination of Capitalism is at (he same.time
e e mitted by the White Guards are
known to everyone, and can be proved by documentary and sworn evidenc
Everyone knows it—only the British Government will not acknowledge it—
cuen to-day, after irreproachable evidence, they frot out their “humane”
phrase mongering.  What cant! e othér hand the solidarity of the
bourg«vme is actively- supporting bl ey gentieman
We bog of you aggressively fo pursue. the  promoter
Bt White error: our Eanle. wil be Datched wth Meca Imertat by
millons of Hengerian workers. Your success, aod, wismph will be
acclaimed by hundreds of millions the wocld ore
or laying the foundation-stone.of the British Soviet Councils _your
swork will not be beter appreciated than by the Hungarian Socialist Informa-

tion Bureau, Stockholm,
(Signed)  PAUL THOMPSON.




APPENDIX C

TENTATIVE PROPOSALS PROVIDING FOR TRANSFORMATION
TO THE COMMUNIST PA!

el Commings il

ntion be elocted as the

D for - Constitution " aiml
Rules, and submit same to Membership for Amendment and final approval
by Rel srandum Vote.

e Provisional Executive to make-temporary provision for carrying
e Party untilthe end of December, 1920, as the
ﬁnzncml e,

accept the offer of the B.S.P. Exccutive of the use of the hall

S WBo me ikl T Strand, London, W.C.2, until the expiration
of the tenancy at Christmas, 1520, or pending the obtaining of other suitable
of

S They arrange for a_complete examination of all Jiterature . ciroula
tion with 4 view to the re-issue of publications going out of print
other manuscripts available dealing with the general revolutionary e
il m System of book-keeping for general use
lhmughoul the Phrty, and fopossible. have same ready lor adoption. at thal
inni the New Financial Y
S acrange for elenmn to offce of a new E.C. by celling fof
Nominations and arranging a Ballot shoukd such be necessary.
ive_to expedite_the transformation of all groups

s of branches and

groups now merged in the Communist Party, as rapidly as possible, thus

transforming .n|l e el propetty of
munist Pari

B0 IR o8 melihl picty ailoress, b taui: ookt ) requested to
S o pehdiog ay fesreanenifats-necstaidily 1ho adoplion ol
Party r
i SR behalf of the Communist Party
and thit its nams be The YCOMMUNIST.
he Provisional Exccutive o make immediate application for_afilia-
tion ln the Third International us the Communist Pary of Great Beiaif
rovision cutive
onaitic way the trans the Cnmmumsl Party, and to
fo ensure that the N <"E.C. Wil be placed in possession of “the fi
machinery of the P
o i B
levies

FINANCE. Th.—n all members be levied 1s. p« month
e August—December for headquarters purposes; the levi
ke by branchu ana remitted to the Central Offce.

i g of the Rules, the branches shall have
i ﬁx The tuhacnp(mn St Toats meitbere. forthe iaIBns 1920,
e Drovtionl Hatefth o ovse. lomgorery” membaestlp. ¢ares sio il
branches to cover this period,

GENERAL,
. That_all_members and Branch officials assist in srery way the
efforts of the Provisional E.C. to set the Party on  sound and secure
footing,
Branch Secretaries and other officials be urged to cé-operate in every -
way (with the. adoptian and operation of any mporary eystec of workia
wi |d| may be deemed necessary to carry over the period of transformation. .
. That all members extend loyalty and ﬁdzlnv to the Communist Party
as bing greater and of more, consequence than the personal and individual
quality of any member Ihevebl and nrge that all Members subordinate
selves to the general will of the Party.
* Thiy was deferred pording an investigation by the Provisional Execs
tive out of the discussion at the Convention.
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LIST' OF DELEGATES, WITH \BRANCHES AND GROUPS

BRITISH socm_ls'r PARTY.
H. W. Inkpin.
H. L. Bryceson and H.

Ashton-under-Lyne

i Smi
A H; Gillison and . Valentine.
H:.

Bark

radiord R
Centeal London . F. L. Kerran,
H.

and E.

Clapham
Desborough
umfries
arlestown
Zast Ham

Edinburgh
nt

S e e
Glasgow (Central) ...

w (College) ...
lxhsgcw (Gorbaly)

by

ackney (Central)

ackney (South) A Vandome.

psiead ... A. Edwards and H. Milsom.
F. D. Fitzgerald,

loffatt.

Mrs. A, Inkpin.

Arthur_Gardiner,
T. Ives and A. Raxworthy.

W. H. Brown and F. Tanner,

O. Bangert, C. Batchelor, W. H.
Ryde, A. G. Tomkins, and Miss 1.
\Vllkmwn.

W. P, Coates and H. L Godley.
I Bamber, J. Goldstein, and Mrs.
WElk

gton (South) .
5|mgmn Wes)

Kettering

RO s e
Liverpool _ (East)

Manchester (Openshaw) Adshead, J. Crossley, and J.

Merthyr Vale

ational Rebert Wilams.
Paddington S T, Hendia.

Paisley

Plymouth F.W. L|ewe||y||, A. Vickery, and
Mrs. Gr Vickery.

Rawtenstall Geo. Deer.

Reading i Hicks, |, Lack and £ Mantla

Rochdale =

Sheffel T \{zmm, 1_ Royle, and G. Newion.

Southend 4 arg, Jor.

South Salford Y G e L S
2

Southwark ... .. .. .. T. Barber, A. de Bois, and H. J.
Morley.

Stalybridge ... G Roberis.

tepney B. T

Todmorden

Tooting AR s.m«: and P. Whitaker.

Walsall . H.W. W.

71



Wathamstow ... ..
arringto
o Ham (soum]

Witiesden””

Aberdare
Abertillery
Ashtonunder-Lyne
Birkenhead
Birmingham
Zardiff
Coventry

SEEIRE
lasgow
Llnleboro

Nottingham (Ccnnali

Nottingham e
Nottiogary \Som)
Notingham (West)

M
Acton_ Communist Group
Barking LL.P.
Battersea Herald League

Battersea Socialist Society ...
Blrentngham Shop. Stewards
Biemingham S.LP." ...

Ferndale Socialist Society ...
Glasgow (Gamgad) LLB, o
Greenock Waorkers" Social Committee
Guild Communist Group

Halifax Marxian Groy
Land_Colonisation and« Industrial

uild o

Manchester ~ Guild Cﬂmmunm
roup

Northern Division Harald l.e-‘nu

Cechmaite: Groe)
St. Helens Socialist Swiety
Sheffield Waorkers’

Sociatst Prahibition Fellowship

Norweod Communist Group
Soihinh Tieas Laags |
Walthamstow Communist Party ..

152 Delegates, with 211 Mandates.

G.
S Dubeg am J. Houghton.
G. Elliston.
Miss F. Baldwin.
J. Ansell, — Cochrane, W. Glendit
aing, C. A. Lmkﬁeld, & Shontee
Mrs. Sinnico, A H. Vikers, and

UMT\ GROUP,

mm.lm and J. Morton.
Nall

Mirs. Sle-/ln.

e
. Stewart.
- Hil,
H. Webb.
. W. Tbbotson and Mrs. Turner.
ot Lawrie,
wmum.
Hooper
A W. Cox and R. F. Mart
e Dnnmnv . Waterman,  and G

. Choncy and W. Okines
H.  Stabbs.
. Brain,
. Leach.
. Hadwyn.
. Watkins,
. L. Gibbons.
. MicMillan.

. Geddes.
. Page Amot, W. M. Holmes, and
Wan. Mellor.

A. Waight,

E. B. Reeves.

Miss Moorhouse and Miss Ellen C.
Wilkinso

i Do
J. R. Stead.
W. H. Ja

H. Jackson.
Geo. Anderson, E. Douglas, F. G.

Simpson, and R Siewart.
s
Abbeott amd H. Trickes.

T Gt nd . Goutting.
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