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Conclusion

The Great October Socialist Revolution of Octo-
ber 1917 in Russia inaugurated a new era in the
history of mankind, an era of the triumph of social-
ism and the demise of capitalism. The revolution
was brought about by antagonisms characteristic
not only of Tsarist Russia, but of the whole world
in the period of imperialism and the overall crisis
of capitalism.

Following the triumphant outcome of the October
Revolution, the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet gov-
ernment at once began to fulfil their programme
of democratic and socialist reform.

On October 26, 1917,! the Second All-Russia
Congress of Soviets enacted its Decree on Peace in
which the new Soviet government, voicing the work-
ing people’s unanimous desire to end the protracted
and exhausting imperialist war which the bourgeoi-

expressed its readiness to conclude an armistice
without a moment's delay. Another edict issued on
aleoie o

' Note that up to February 1918 all dates are given ac-
cording to the Old Style.
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the same day, the Decree on Land, abolished land-
od estates and nationalised the land. A few days
later, on November 2, the Soviet government, then
known as the Council of People’s Commissars,
adopted the Declaration of Rights of the Pcop'les of
Russia, which declared that the old Tsarist policy of
setting these peoples at loggerheads must be replac-
ed by a new policy of voluntary andl honest asso-
ciation of the peoples of Russia. Fox: “only as a re-
sult of such an association is it posmbl_e to weld the
workers and peasants throughout Russia into a rev-
olutionary force able to withstanq any encrc.aa.c!}-
ments of the imperialist-annexationist bourgeoisie .
The socialist and democratic ideas and prmgples
that the new Soviet government set out and imple-
mented made a deep impression on the broad masses
of all nationalities, who rallied round .the Soviets to
give their firm support to the new regime. The force
that was able to bring together all the currents of
the revolutionary movement for socialist and defnoc-
ratic reform, especially for land, peace, and national
emancipation, was the Communist Party,'the party
of the new type that Lenin had founded in 1903 at
the Second Congress of what was then known as
the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party. At
that Congress delegates divided on a number of_
programmatic and organisational points. Thed r:}‘lle
olutionary Marxists supporting Lenin secure
majority in elections to the Party executive fand camg
to be called Bolsheviks, from the Russian wor
“bolshinstvo”, which means majority, while the

opportunists opposing Lenin came to be' called I\gtén-
sheviks, from ‘‘menshinstvo”, the Russian wor ﬁr
minority. The Bolsheviks were fully aware that tle
new socialist system would not win unl.ess a struggle
was waged against the deposed capitalist system Tllx ;
they foresaw resistance from the bourgeoisie,

landed proprietors and other anti-socialist forces.

In the months following the overthrow of the
bourgeois Provisional Government ! and right up to
February 1918 Soviet power spread like wildfire ac-
ross the former Russian Empire. This was a time of
the revolution’s triumphant advance. Working people
enthusiastically acclaimed the proletarian dictator-
ship’s revolutionary transformations. Meanwhile, in
this initial period of Soviet power, the resistance put
up to the countrywide popular revolutionary move-
ment both by the bourgeoisie, who still retained
considerable wealth and had many highly experi-
enced persons serving them, and by their Right-wing
socialist accomplices, was more in the nature of
futile gambles, since the reactionaries were blocked
by outnumbering forces of the masses. Only on the
fringes—along the Don, in the Southern Urals, the
Ukraine, Central Asia and the Transcaucasus—did
the seed of counter-revolution fall on fertile ground.

What actually were the forces of Russian domes-
tic counter-revolution at that time?

The extremely reactionary section of the anti-
Soviet camp consisted of monarchists from among
the former landowners and big industrialists and
merchants to whom the Tsar had granted certain
privileges, as well as top civil servants, leading
churchmen and especially former generals, the rev-
olution’s most dangerous enemies, who formed the
armed core of the anti-Soviet movement and
dreamed of a Tsarist restoration.

A second anti-Soviet force consisted of the bourgeoi-
sie and intellectuals of bourgeois origin, whose po-
litical credo was best expressed in the platform of
the Constitutional Democrats, or Cadets, a party

' Established in February 1917 when the Tsarist autoc-
racy was overthrown.




which, established in 1905 by Russia’s liberal bour-
geoisie, tried to salvage tsarism by installing a con-
stitutional parliamentary monarchy.

A third anti-Soviet force consisted of Right-wing
Socialist parties which, highly heterogeneous in com-
position, well reflected the motley makeup of the
petty bourgeoisie whose interests and outlook they
expressed. Their common ideal was to secure a West-
European type of bourgeois democracy in Russia by
agreement with the big bourgeoisie. Since they
masked their counter-revolutionary essence with so-
cialist phraseology, the arch-reactionary Rightists
exploited them as a convenient cover.

A fourth anti-Soviet force was made up of the
varied assortment of bourgeois, petty-bourgeois, at
times nationalist parties and organisations active in
the outlying regions of the old Empire. By playing
upon . nationalist feelings, they sought to divert
working people from the struggle for socialism and
at the same time to preserve capitalist, even feudal
society, as well as their own special local privileges.
Even earlier, at the time of the February 1917 bour-
geois democratic revolution, sundry local national so-
called parliaments and governments had been creat-
ed in these areas, while Cossack regions had their
own military governments, all of which, as part of
domestic counter-revolution, opposed the internation-
alist policies of the Bolsheviks and the Soviet gov-
ernment.

In those first few months after the October So-
cialist Revolution domestic counter-revolution, lack-
ing any broad social Dbasis, recruited supporters
from among people who viewed Soviet power with
hostility or who had been duped by the pseudo-so-
cialist phraseology of the Right-wing Socialist Parties
and bourgeois nationalists. But the very first anti-
Soviet actions and counter-revolutionary insurrecs
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tions demonstrated that in Russia the counter-revolu-
tionary forces were not on their own strong enough
to overthrow Soviet power.

This book briefly traces the history of the struggle
against the various counter-revolutionary movements
plots, insurrections and machinations of international
imperialism from 1917, the year of the victory of
the October Revolution, up to the complete elimi-

nation of the organised anti-Soviet underground
movement in 1925,




THE FIRST ANTI'SOVIET PLOTS AND
REVOLTS

On October 27, 1917, in opposition to the Bol-
shevik Military Revolutionary Committee (MRC),
which directed the armed uprising in Petrograd, the
enemies of newly established Soviet rule, then only
two days old, set up their own “Committee fo”r the
Salvation of the Fatherland and the Revolutloq and
appealed to the people to disregard a.nc.l disobey
the new authorities. In response many civil servants
in various ministries, the banks and the Treasury,
and in the postal and telegraph ofﬁces,‘as well as
army officers, sabotaged the new Soviet govern-
ment’s instructions, created a central strike cpqlmlttee
under what was known as the “Union of Civil Serv-
ants Unions”” and announced a work stoppage at a.ll
government institutions. Meanwhile, the })ourgeoxs
and Right-wing socialist newspapers whlch wer:‘i
still being published slandered the revolution an
slung abuse at the Bolsheviks and the new Soviet
government’s decrees. It was soon learned that
A. F. Kerensky, Prime Minister of the deposed
Provisional Government, having escaped from Pet-
rograd, was returning at the head qf Cossa_ck for-
mations (a privileged military caste in Tsarist Rus-

sia) with the express purpose of crushing the revo-

lution.
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In response to the MRC's call scores of thousands
of Petrograders armed with rifles, cartridge belts,
crowbars, spades and coils of barbed wire, and
dragging machine-guns and cannon along, flocked
on foot, by cart and lorry to the city’s South-West-
ern outskirts to throw up barricades and barbed
wire entanglements and generally take up posi-
tions to repulse the advancing Cossacks.

Meanwhile, in the city itself the reactionaries were
plotting to stab the revolution in the back.

At daybreak on October 29 a Red Guard patrol
detained two suspicious characters and escorted
them to the Commissar of the Peter and Paul Fort-
ress. One of the two was identified as a leader of
the Right-wing Socialist Revolutionary (SR) Party.
Set up in 1902 as primarily a peasant party, it split
in 1917 under the impact of revolutionary devel-
opments and stratification of the peasantry into a
Right and Left wing; the latter broke away to create
its own party. In the possession of the detained SR
leader was a copy of an Order of the Day No. 1,
dated October 29, issued to the “Troops of the Com-
mittee for the Salvation of the Fatherland and the
Revolution”, demanding that all orders of the Bol-
shevik MRC be ignored and its Commissars arrest-
ed. Though the man detained refused to offer any
explanations, it was clear that an armed revolt was
being hatched against the new Soviet government.
That same morning the headquarters of the insur-
gents and all the city’s military academies were sur-
rounded by military units loyal to the revolution,
and by units of sailors and Red guards.

Meanwhile, the advancing Cossacks refused to
engage in further fighting against the people and en-
tered into peace negotiations with representatives of
the revolutionary forces, even promising to surren-
der Kerensky for trial. He escaped, however, and on
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the evening of October 30 the anti-revolutionary
march on Petrograd was over.

Nests of Counter-Revolution

The enemies of the revolution t}'ied to recruit the
Cossacks, those traditional guarchans of the mon-
archy, and the officer corps,'vyhlch was comprised
primarily of people from prlwlege_d cl.asses.

As soon as news of the revolution in Petrograd
reached the Don region, where most of the Cossacks
lived, Don Cossack army commander Qeneral Ka-
ledin declared that-he would not recognise the new

and the Parly addressed to the people

itled “Socialist Fatherland Is in Danger!”
e 1 fight on the front

The government
with a message e st
Petrograd’s YCL members mobilised to

against Yudenich undergo military training.
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Central Soviet government. He established control
over the Don Cossack capital of Novocherkassk and
proclaimed martial law throughout the region. All
counter-revolutionaries flocked there, among them
such Tsarist generals as L. G. Kornilov, A. I. De-
nikin, and A. S. Lukomsky, to mention only three,
who had been arrested long before by the Provision-
al Government but had escaped from detention.
Kornilov urged all former Tsarist army officers to
gather in the Don, or to form their own anti-Soviet
forces if unable to get through. Such political lead-
ers as M. V. Rodzyanko, former President of the
State Duma, the legislative assembly with restrict-
ed powers which the Tsar had permitted during the
first Russian bourgeois revolution of 1905-0Z, P. N.
Milyukov, head of the Cadets, and A. I. Guchkov,
head of the Monarchist Octobrists also hastened to
the Don area. A Volunteer Officer Army was estab-
lished under the command of Gen. M. V. Alexeyev,
who had been Chief of Staff in Tsarist times, and
by generals Kornilov and Kaledin. In this way the
Don region became a highly dangerous nest of
counter-revolution.

But not daring to call openly for the Tsar’s resto-
ration this counter-revolutionary force hid itself
behind “democratic”’ slogans. Playing upon the
wishes of the more prosperous Cossacks to retain
the economic privileges that the Tsar had granted
them, the Cossack chieftains campaigned for an
exclusive Cossack caste, contending that as a spe-
cial nation the principle of the self-determination of
nations was applicable to the Cossacks. At the same
time the Volunteer Army advocated convening the
Constituent Assembly to define the future state
structure of “united indivisible Russia”.

Other major nests of counter-revolution emerged
in other Cossack regions in the Urals and Siberia,
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as well as in non-Russian regions, whcrq natlona'l-
ist cliques craving to secede from Soviet Russia
weliicoifcctifvctr', as was said earlier, the counter-revo-
lutionary forces within the country were nc3t ’sh:ng
enough to overthrow the new .Sov.xct power, and so
world imperialism came to their aid. . .

ia’s October Revolution took place at the
heijlilss of the First World War. The bourgeois go}\:-
ernments of the Anglo-French Entente .a'nd the
United States, which had been Tsarist Russia's allies
in the war, declined to agree to the Soviet proposal
for concluding an immediate universal apd dé:m-
ocratic peace treaty. The other warring s.1de% Rer-_
many and its allies who had qccuplcd part o 1;1(5-
sian territory, though consenting to peace talks,
sought to use them to further its own 1rpper1al1st in-
terests. At the same time, the 1mper1ahstl forces on
either side wanted to destroy the worlds'ﬁrstf s0-
cialist state. A situation had en_aerged Wl'llchffqre-
shadowed foreign intervention in Bussms affairs.
The revolution was forced to defend itself.

Soviet Investigation Committees and
Courts of Law

In the very first days of the revolution the pefople
dismantled the old government apparatus of ?irce:
and coercion, that is to say, the police, th? gefrfli ar
merie, the law courts, and the procurators O c:es:i
The armed workers, peasants and soldiers a‘t?at
their organisations themselves undertook'to com’ -
counter-revolution and violations of public law a
order.
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As early as October 24, 1917, in an appeal to
the working people of Petrograd the MRC warned
that ““at the very first attempt by shady elements to
create disorder in the streets in Petrograd, to rob,
open fire or use knives, the criminals will be wiped
from the face of the earth”. It went on to declare
that the “cause of order and revolution rests in firm
hands”. Relying on the masses of armed workers
and soldiers, the MRC quashed counter-revolutionary
action and resistance from supporters of the old re-
gime and protected law and order in Petrograd. The
workers formed their own new popular revolution-
ary institutions of justice and inquiry-the investiga-
tion committees and courts of law.

The first Soviet Investigation Committee was set
up under the Petrograd MRC at a time when rev-
olutionary fighting was still going on in the streets.
The workers, soldiers and seamen engaged in the
Committee’s work detained counter-revolutionaries,
criminals and black marketeers and escorted them
to the Smolny Institute, where the first governmental
offices of the new Soviet republic were housed, and
where members of the Investigation Committee, del-
egated by public organisations, examined their
cases. They investigated the crimes of counter-rev-
olutionaries and plotters and took action against
sabotage by civil servants, capitalists subsidising
anti-Soviet actions, and counter-revolutionary media
slandering the revolution, as well as against rob-
bers, black marketeers and hoodlums.

On November 4, 1917, Russia’s first people’s rev-
olutionary court, established by one of the district
Soviets of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies in Petro-
grad, held its first session.

The working folk involved in the first Soviet
courts and Investigation Committees conducted in-
quiries and dispensed justice, guided by their con-
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popular revolutionary court in

The first members of l_h('
Petrograd. December 1917.

science and revolutionary understanding of law, and
the verdicts returned carned the court great respect
» population.
an:?:tg,; Sirfcg iﬁ some places pre—rcvplutionary courts
of law were still functioning for a time after the re}\:-
olution, there was an imperative need to u.mfy the
system of judiciary and investigatory agencies on a
legglnb?\?;s\;ember 22, 1917, the Soviet goyernmen(;
issued its first Decree on the ]ufiicie.\ry,'wh'xch state
that all pre-revolutionary judicial 1ns.t1tut10nslw<tzr§:1
abolished, and that new democratically € e% e
judicial and investigatory agencies were to tal?eltt'e(;rl;
place. It further stated that pending new legll's alin
these agencies were to return vgrdlcts and ru 1ngds'n
conformity with their revolutionary understanding
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of the law and their conscience. Provision was made
for the creation of special agencies, such as revo-
lutionary tribunals and special investigation com-
mittees, “to combat counter-revolutionary forces by
way of action to safeguard the revolution and its
gains from them, and also to take decisions in cases
of marauding, embezzlement, sabotage and other
abuses by merchants, industrialists, civil servants
and other persons”.

This edict and subsequent instructions juridically
recorded the key democratic principles of the organ-
isation of the judiciary, as previously evolved by
the first people’s revolutionary courts of law and
investigation committees. These basic principles
were: the election of judges and members of the
investigation committees by the Soviets; the broad
participation of people’s delegates in their function-

A revolutionary patrol checking documents.




ing; the dispensation of justice in full public view,
as well as the proceedings of the investigation com-
mittees which adopted key decisions at open hear-
ings; the equality before the court of all parties to a
case, this equality secured by abolishing the special
powers previously invested in the Procurator in the
conduct of investigation and trial; the provision that
any person present in the courtroom, provided he or
she was not compromised in any way, could act as
public prosecutor or public defence counsel; the pro-
vision that a defence attorney could participate in
the process of preliminary investigation; the pro-
vision that all matters pertaining to the investigation
and trial had to be settled collegially; and finally,
the fact that the penalties that the court could im-
pose included fines, public reprimand, social ostrac-
ism, compulsory public work, deprivation of free-
dom, and deportation. There was no provision for
the death penalty.

Anti-Riot Committee

It was soon discovered that the judicial and in-
vestigatory agencies established after the revolution
could not ensure adequate law enforcement against
counter-revolutionary and other dangerous crimes,
because these agencies only investigated and exam-
ined crimes which had already been committed, but
could take no preventative action. Yet counter-rev-
olutionaries were secretly plotting uprisings and
the political situation was such that there was an
imperative need for a machinery by which the work-
ing people could detect and prevent the criminal
actions counter-revolution was hatching. To this end
special commissions and committees, among them Felix Dzerzhinsky, Ch
the Anti-Riot Committee and All-Russian Extraor- dinary Commission.

airman  of the All-Russian Extraor
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dinary Commission for Combatting Counter-Revoly-
tion and Sabotage, were established to fight crimes
which presented a special danger to the revolution,

In Petrograd at the time it was a common thing
for the dregs of society to ransack wine cellars and
warehouses, to burgle flats and to carry and use
firearms illegally. An Anti-Riot Committee under
V. D. Bonch-Bruyevich, the head of chancellery of
the Council of People’s Commissars, was set up
composed of workers delegated from meetings of
public organisations.

As early as on the night of December 5, 1917,
this Committee uncovered a criminal conspiracy. At
a meeting of the Petrograd Sovie't V. D. Bonch-
Bruyevich reported that ‘‘Petrograd is §we§mped by a
wave of drunken riots... The questioning of the
people detained has brought to }ight .that they were
supplied with liquor and organised into a baqd to
incite others to drink, for which they were paid as
much as 15 rubles a day”’. Committee members fle-
tained two persons handing out legﬂets which
though outwardly resembling Bolshe“v1k p;oclama—
tions, because they bore the slogan “Working men
of all countries, unite!”” and closed wi_th the sloganf
“Down with imperialism and its lackey§!
and “Long live the world working-class' revolution
and the world proletariat!”, were actually inflammato-
ry pieces inciting soldiers, sailors and v»forkers ﬂ:o
ransack wine cellars and in every way disrupt the
normal tenor of life in Petrograd.

n December 6 the Committee proclalmed' a
stact)e of siege in the city and issued the warning
that “all attempts to loot wine cql]ars, warehoctixs%s,
shops, private flats and so on _wq} be sto'pped i
machine-gun fire without warning” (published i
Izvestia, December 6, 1917).

The Committee’s firm action helped to bring about
a more orderly situation in the city.

Creation of the Cheka

That same day, after discussing the question of
a nationwide civil service strike that was being
fomented, the Council of People’s Commissars asked
Felix Dzerzhinsky, one of the heads of the MRC, to
“set up a special commission to clarify ways and
means of putting down such a strike through the
most energetic revolutionary action, to clarify ways
and means of suppressing sabotage”. The next day,
after hearing Dzerzhinsky's report, the Council
adopted a resolution setting up the All-Russian

Revolution and Sabotage, better known for short as
the Cheka, from the initial letters of the Russian

words for Extraordinary Commission, with Dzer-
zhinsky as chairman.

The Petrograd MRC was abolished and its func-
tions were transferred to the Cheka as the first spe-
cial Soviet organ of state security. Unlike the MRC,
which employed mainly military forces, the Cheka
was to detect persons guilty of counter-revolutionary
crimes, conduct the appropriate inquiries and refer
such cases to revolutionary tribunals, as well as to

“ruthless struggle against counter-revolution, sabo-
tage and black marketeering”’, and came under the

immediate supervision of the People’s Commissariat
of Justice, the People’s Commi i

Affairs (NKVD) and the Presidium of the Petro-
grad Soviet. The Cheka was mandated to act in con-
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