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The statistics on which the above diagram is based are those referred to in the Pub-
lishers” Note and are more recent therefore ghan the figures used in the varjous
articles. The basic sources for the diagram are U.S.S.R. STATISTICS (Moscow);
AMERICAN REVIEW ON THE SOVIET UNION (June 1941) published in New
York by the American Russian Institute; the REPORT made by N. VOZNESENSKY
to the 18STH ALL UNION CONFERENCE OF THE C[P.S.U. (B), February
1941, and since published as a pamphlet in English.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

During the last twenty years, hundreds of books about the
Soviet Union have been published in England. Many of them
have shown a sympathetic understanding of this great experiment
in civilization, but many also have been marred by hostile preju-
dice, whether avowed or implicit. Only a very few have been
the work of experts, qualified by training and experience both to
observe and to report objectively; and, to whichever category they
may belong, the greater majority of books that have appeared
have been written by foreigners.

It is therefore the special interest of the present series, U.S.S.R.
Speaks for Itself, that all the articles have been contributed by
Soviet citizens actually engaged in the work which they describe.
Moreover in every case the author is a distinguished specialist in
his*subject, occupying a position of honour and responsibility in
Soviet Society, sometimes as a member of the Academy of
Sciences, sometimes as a member of the Supreme Soviet—and
often enough as both. Thus in these four small volumes, Industry,
Agriculture and Transport, Democracy in Practice, Culture and
Leisure, we have a picture of unrivalled authenticity of the
material and spiritual strength of our great ally in the war against
Fascism. ‘

The articles were originally prepared as separate brochures in
connection with the New York World’s Fair, 1939, and the pre-
sent volumes are only a selection from a very much larger number.
At the time they were written two Five-Year Plans had been
completed and the third had just commenced, but such is the
tremendous rapidity of progress in the U.S.S.R. that already by the
end of 1940 further huge increases in production had been
achieved. In order therefore to bring the statistical material up to
date we give below extracts from the report made on February 18,
1941, to the Eighteenth All Union Conference of the Communist
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TURNOVER TAX
on Industry and State and
Co-operative Trade

124,500 million rubles.

PRCFITS TAX
31,000 million rubles.

STATE SOCIAL
INSURANCE

10,000 million rubles.

STATE LOANS
13,000 million rubles.

INCOME AND
AGRICULTURAL TAX

10,842 million rubles.

OTHER ITEMS
27,498 million rubles.

Each circle equals 1% or 2,168.4 million rubles.
Black circles denote increase over previous year.

EXPENDITURE
216,052,000,000 Rubles
Increase of 23%, on previous year

The basic source of this diagram is the speech by
U.S.S.R., made at the 8th Session of
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NATIONAL ECONOMY
MNew Factories, Mines, Elec-
tric and Power Plants,
Transport and Communica-
tions, Research, etc.

59,320 million rubles.

AGRICULTURE
Credits and Technical
Equipment to Collective
Farms, 387 New Tractor
Stations, Experimental Sta-
tions, Irrigation, etc.

13,580 mullion rubles.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
SERVICES
Education, Health, Pensions.
Protection of Mothers and
Children, Sanatoria and Rest

Homes, etc.

47,800 million rubles.

DEFENCE
70,900 million rubles.

OTHER ITEMS
24,452 million rubles.

Each circle equals 19, or 2,160.52 million rubles.
Black circles denote increase over previous year.

Zverev, People’s ComMissar for Finance of the
the Supreme Soviet in February, 1941
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537,000 in the factory training schools. Already in 1941

Party of the Soviet Union by N. VoznEzenskyY, the Chairman of
socialist industry will be reinforced by 794,000 young

the State Planning Committee.

“I now pass to the material and cultural standards of
the peoples of the U.S.S.R.

“The systematic growth of the national income of our
country? and hence of the social wealth and the per-
sonal consumption of the working people, is due to the
fact that new contingents of workers, collective farmers
and intellectuals are constantly being drawn into pro-
duction, as well as to the increasing productivity of
labour.

“The size of the working class in the U.S.S.R. is
growing from year to year. The number of vyorkcrs and
office employees engaged in the national economy in-
creased to 30,400,000 in 1940, as compared with
27,000,000 in 1937. According to the plan for 1941 the
number of workers and office employees is to increase
to 31,600,000.

“The continual development of industry demands the
systematic replenishment of the working class with new
skilled forces and a proper distribution of labour power
among the -various branches and regions such as the
interests of the national economy warrant.

“In 1940, on the initiative of Comrade Stalin, the
Party and Government began to create state labour re-
serves by training skilled forces of young workers in
trade schools and factory training schools.

“In 1941 it is proposed to enrol an additional 350,000

new students in the trade and railway schools, and

skilled workers who have been through the factory train-
ing schools.

“The steps taken by the Party and Government to
create state labour reserves are of fundamental import-
ance in determining the qualitative and quantitative
composition of the working class, in further advancing
our industry, and in placing the Socialist planning of
the national economy on a firm footing.

“The rising standard of living of the people of the
U.S.S.R. is attended by a rise in the level of culture.
State appropriations for social and cultural services,
which amounted to 35,200 million rubles in 1938, in-
creased to 41,700 million rubles, or by 18.5 per cent, in
1940. The draft state budget for 1941 provides for an
increase in expenditure on social and cultural services
to 47,800 million rubles, 14.6 per cent more than in the
previous year.

“The cultural progress of the peoples of the Soviet
Union is indicated by a further increase in the number of
school pupils and university students. The total number
of eclementary and secondary school children in the
school year 1941-42 will reach 36,200,000, or an increase
of 3.4 per cent over 1940-41. The number of university
students will reach 657,000, or an advance of almost 13
per cent,

“The increase in the number of students in 1941 and
the growth of the number of engineers and technicians
in industry will mark a further step in the cultural and

1In the other volumes of this series further extracts from the Report
are given relating to the subject of the particular volume.

2Details of this growth may be found in the passages from Voz-
nezensky’s Report quoted in Volume I of this seties, Industry, or 1n
the full Report which is published scparately, (price 6d.).

technical advancement of the peoples of the Soviet Union.
The people, their culture and their productive skill,
these are the decisive productive force in our society.
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“During the period of the Five-Year Plans the
Soviet people have advanced immensely in culture and in
the acquisition of technical skill. Very interesting in this

respect are the figures of the last census in the U.S.S.R.

“As you know, the census shows that between 1926
and 1939 the population of the Soviet Union increased
by 16 per cent. But just see how fast the forces of skilled
workers and intellectuals in the Soviet Union increased

in the same period:

a) Workers: Increase
Mechanics 3.7 times
Turners ... 68
Millwrights .. . .. 130
Locomotive Drivers 44

 Plasterers 70
Tractor Drivers .. 2150,
b} Intellectuals:
Engineers 77
Agronomists e e . 50 ,,
Scientists s . e 7.1,
Teachers 35 ,,
Physicians . 23

“Such are the chief indices of the rising material and

cultural standard of the peoples of the U.S.S.R.”

SOVIET DEMOCRACY
By 1. Trainin
MEMBER OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE U.S.S.R.

Soviet people, exercised through the medium of their
Socialist state.

The principles of Soviet democracy were affirmed by the Great
October Socialist Revolution. These principles were later consolida-
ted in the severe battles of the Civil War, in the struggle against
the numerous enemies of Soviet power. In this war the exploiting
classes were supported by foreign interventionists who strove to
subjugate the country and its people.

The working people of the U.S.S.R. have not only liberated
themselves, once and for all, from the yoke of the exploiting classes,
but have upheld their national independence against the attacks of
foreign interventionists.

But this was not the end of the struggle. Routed in open
battle, the enemies of the Soviet state attempted to offer resistance
by other means. They organized conspiracies against the Soviet
Government and insinuated themselves into the Soviet state
apparatus in order to use it to the detriment of the working people.

Under the conditions of Civil War and the subsequent struggle
against the covert agents of the defeated classes, there could be no
equality between the people who were defending what they had
won in the revolution and the remnants of the exploiting classes,
who persisted in their efforts to continue their subversive activities.
This explains why, prior to the adoption of the new Constitution
of the U.S.S.R. in 1936, there were franchise restrictions in the
case of the bourgeoisie and persons who had constituted the pillars

SOVIET democracy is the expression of the sovereignty of the
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of the overthrown regime—former members of the tsarist police
and gendarmerie, etc.

The Communist Party and the Soviet Government, however,
never regarded the restriction of rights, and particularly the dis-
franchisement of certain groups, as a measure for all time,

As far back as 1919, during the Civil War, V. L. Lenin stressed
the fact that “. . . in the not distant future the cessation of foreign
invasion and the completion of the expropriation of the expropria-
tors may, under certain conditions, create a situation in which the
proletarian state power will choose other methods of suppressing
the resistance of the exploiters and will introduce universal suffrage
without any 1estrictions.”

It must be pointed out that the Socialist state, in depriving an
insignificant handful of exploiters of the franchise, ar the same
time drew into the activities of the Soviets the great mass of the
people, who had enjoyed no political rights under tsardom.

Likewise, certain inequality in the basis of representation which
formerly existed! was of a temporary character. It served to con-
solidate the leading role of the working class, which, because it
was more organized, conscientious, staunch, bold and resolute in
the fight against the enemy, in alliance with the peasantry, pre-
pared the conditions for the extension of Soviet democracy. Under
the leadership of the working class, the peasants, that vast mass of
small property owners, resolutely took the path of large-scale col-
lective farming, the path of Socialist development.

By fighting for the vital interests of the whole people, the work-
ing class has learned to administer the state. The alliance of the
working class with the peasantry was forged in the joint struggle
against the enemies of the Soviet power. The colossal successes
achieved in the creation of the new, Socialist society have won over

the wavering elements to the side of the working class.

1Elections to All-Union Congresses of Soviets were held on the
following basis: From urban Soviets—one delegate for every 25,000
clectors and in the case of rural districts—one delegate for every
125,000 of the population.
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The training of executives for all spheres of state and cconomic
activities has always constituted a special concern of the Soviet
Government. A new intelligentsia which serves the people in all
branches of Socialist construction has come to the fore from among
the people, from the ranks of the workers and peasants.

The indissoluble contact between the Soviet state apparatus and
the people has made it possible to achieve results unparalleled for
their significance, in a short space of time and in a country occu-
pying one-sixth of the earth’s surface and inhabited by scores of
nationalities living amicably in an atmosphere of fraternal co-
operation,

The Socialist economic system fully prevails in the U.S.S.R. The
entire wealth of the country—the land, waters, forests, mills, fac-
tories, mines, railways, etc.—belongs to the whole people. The
Stalinist Five-Year Plans of economic development have served to
multiply manyfold the wealth of the U.S.S.R. Exploitation of man
by man has been completely abolished. The rapid growth of
Socialist economy forms the basis for the steady rise of the material
well-being and culture of the working people.

The mighty Stakhanov movement, aimed at increasing the pro-
ductivity of labour, is an expression of the creative enthusiasm of
the masses. The working people of the U.S.S.R. realise that they
are working for themselves and that the increased prosperity of
their country leads to an increase in their own well-being. In this
ever growing activity of the people lies the power and might of
Soviet democracy.

The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. is the legislative consolidation
of the victory of Socialism. The elimination of the exploiting
classes, the increased political activity of the working people, and
the growing might of the Socialist state have rendered the former
franchise restrictions unnecessary. The Constitution of the U.S.S.R.
marks an important stage in the extension and strengthening of
Soviet dcmocracy.
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The very manner in which the new Constitution of the U.S.S.R.
was adopted furnishes a model of genuine democracy. The nation-
~wide discussion of the new Constitution, unprecedented for its
scope, brought out with remarkable clarity the activity and political
maturity of the people. At the same time, this nation-wide discuss-
ion showed that the Constitution of the U.S.S.R. embodies the
aspirations and vital interests of the wide masses of the multi-
national Soviet population.

The distinguishing features of Soviet democracy were especially
evident during the elections to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.
and to the Supreme Soviets of the Union and Autonomous Re-
publics, which were conducted on the basis of the Constitution.

Candidates were nominated by the various organizations of the
working people. In every electoral area hundreds of meetings
were held at mills, factories, on collective farms, state farms, in
Red Army units, etc., at which the merits of each candidate were
very thoroughly discussed. The confidence of the electorate in
the given candidate was determined by his or her activities in the
interests of the people, manifested in the various fields of Socialist
construction—in industry, agriculture, science, art, etc.

The Soviet electoral system, too, is a model of the broadest demo-
cracy. The Electoral Law, based on the Constitution of the
U.S.S.R., contains no restrictions with regard to property status,
standard of education, domicile, sex, nationality or race. Suffrage
in the U.S.S.R. is indeed universal, since it has been extended to
all citizens, men and women, who have reached the age of 18,
with the exception of insane persons and persons who have been
convicted by a court of law to sentences involving deprivation of
electoral rights.

Soviet elections are direct elections, i.e., Soviet citizens elect all
Soviets, from top to bottom, by direct vote.

Elections in the U.S.S.R. are equal, each citizen being entitled
to one vote.

SOVIET DEMOCRACY 17

Finally, voting in Soviet elections is by secret ballot and the law
provides for strict punishment for any attempts to exercise influ-
ence on the voter during the polling.

The relations between the deputy and his constituents are a
characteristic feature of Soviet democracy. Soviet electors entrust

their deputy with the elaboration of laws designed to strengthen
the Soviet state and to facilitate the further development of Social-
ism. The electors exercise systematic control over the activities of
their deputy. It is the duty of every deputy to report to his elec-
tors, and the Constitution provides that he is liable to recall at any
time should he deviate from the policy adhered to by the electors.

The Constitution of the U,S.S.R. expresses the moral and politi-
cal unity of the multi-national Soviet people. It provides the con-
ditions for a still greater development of the public and state activi-
ties of the people. This was particularly clearly displayed during
the elections to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. and to the
Supreme Soviet of the Union and Autonomous Republics.

The election campaign began with the study of the Electoral
Law by all the voters. Study circles and lectures on the Electoral
Law were organized in the mills, factories, and in apartment
houses. Each citizen received a comprehensive explanation in his
native language of his rights and duties as an elector.

The election campaign involved millions and millions of people,
who on their own initiative, or through their various public organi-
zations, took an active part in the campaign. In addition to mem-
bers of local Soviets, hundreds of thousands of volunteer workers
took part in drawing up and verifying the lists of electors, The
ballot papers were printed in the native languages of the popula-
tion of the given district. These conditions made for the widest
possible participation of the electors in the election campaign and
for a high attendance at the polls.

Altogether, public organizations delegated about one million of
their representatives, including a large percentage of women, to

B3
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the arca and ward electoral commissions. This form of public con-
trol excluded any possibility of foul play, which is so frequent an
occurrence during elections in other countries.

The extent of popular activity is shown by the fact that on De-
cember 12, 1937, the day of the elections to the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R., 91,113,153 people or 96.8 per cent of the total elec-
torate of the country went to the polls. The Communist Party
formed a bloc with the non-Party workers, peasants, office em-
ployees and intellectuals—a bloc with the trade unions, the Young
Communist League and other non-Party organizations and socie-
ties and put up joint candidates. In the elections to the Soviet of
the Union 89,844,271 or 98.6 per cent of all who voted, cast their
votes for the candidates of the Communist and non-Party bloc. In
the elections to the Soviet of Nationalities (the other Chamber of
the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R.) 89,063,169 people or 97.8 per
cent, voted for the candidates of the Communist and non-Party
bloc. In the elections to the Supreme Soviets of the Union and
Autonomous Republics, 93,013,433 people participated, 92,461,146,
or 99.4 per cent, voted for the candidates of the Communist and
non-Party bloc.

The development of Soviet democracy has enhanced the creative
activity of the great mass of Soviet people in the construction of a
new Socialist economic system. Democracy in the Soviet Union is
not democracy in the abstract, but Socialist democracy.

One of the outstanding features of Socialist democracy consists
in the fact that it not only proclaims the right of the citizens but
actually guarantees the exercise of these rights by placing them
on a firm economic foundation. This economic foundation of Soviet
democracy is the Socialist ownership of the means and instruments
of production, which guarantees the rights of the Soviet people,
their material well-being and cultural development. The Soviet
state guarantees to people real liberty.

“

.« .. It is difficult for me to imagine,” said J. Stalin, on one
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occasion “what ‘personal liberty’ is enjoyed by an unemployed
person, who goes about hungry, and cannot find employment.
Real liberty can exist only where there is no oppression of some by
others, where there is no unemployment and poverty, where a man
is not haunted by the fear of being tomorrow deprived of work, of
home and of bread. Only in such a society is real, and not paper,
personal and every other liberty possible.”

Such a society has been established in the U.S.S.R.

The Constitution of the U.S.S.R., that clearest expression of
Socialist democracy, proclaims that:

“The right to work is ensured by the Socialist organization of the
national economy, the steady growth of the productive forces of
Soviet society, the elimination of the possibility of economic crises,
and the abolition of unemployment.” (Constitution of the U.S.S.R.,
Article 118.)

The Socialist state presents the greatest possibilities for creative
labour. The Stakhanov movement cements the union of science
and labour. By their enthusiasm and practical experience, the Stak-
hanov workers contribute greatly to the scientific.organization of
labour and increase labour productivity. The tremendous facilities
at the disposal of the working people for mastering science and
technique open up unlimited perspectives for the developme-nt f)f
the productive forces and, consequently, for the progressive rise in
the well-being of the working people. .

The Socialist state manifests particular solicitude for the working
people. The Constitution guarantees to the working people the
right to rest and leisure. .

“The right to rest and leisure is ensured by the reduction of the
working day to seven hours for the overwhelming majority of the
workers, the institution of annual vacations with full pay for
workers and employees and the provision of a wide network of
sanatoria, rest homes and clubs for the accommodation of the
working people.” (Constitution of the U.S.S.R., Article 119.)
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This article of the Constitution ensures the workers not only
rest and leisure, but also the possibilities for cultural development
and education,

Citizens of the U.S.S.R. have the right to maintenance in old
age and also in cases of sickness or loss of capacity to work. (Con-
stitution of the U.S.S.R., Article 120.)

The right to education is ensured by education being free of
charge and by the system of state stipends for students in the uni-
versities and colleges. (Constitution of the U.S.S.R., Article 121.)

The development of the native languages of the various peoples
of the U.S.S.R. has become a powerful means for the introduction
of Socialist culture among the formerly backward nationalities.

Women in the U.S.S.R. are accorded equal rights with men in
all spheres of economic, state, cultural, social and political life.
(Constitution of the U.S.S.R., Article 122.)

The Constitution provides legislative guarantees for the equality
of rights of all citizens of the U.S.S.R. without exception. Article
123 of the Constitution of the U.S.S.R. emphasizes :

“Any direct or indirect restriction of the rights of, or, conversely,
any establishment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens on
account of their race or nationality, as well as any advocacy of
racial or national exclusiveness or hatred and contempt, is punish-
able by law.”

Soviet democracy has saved the small nationalities who were
oppressed under tsardom and doomed to extinction. It has granted
them equality, inspired them with a new confidence in their
strength and abilities and has directed them along the path of
economic and cultural development.

Socialist democracy, based as it is on a firm economic foundation,
has raised the dignity of man. It has once and for all put an end
to class and national oppression. It has led to a situation in which
the working men and women of all peoples of the U.S.S.R., re-
gardless of language, nationality or race, march forward as a united
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and single Soviet people, as masters of the country and its national

economy.

Having established the moral and political unity of thc. pe({plc,
Soviet democracy ensures for the country further victorious
development and further successes on the path to the complete
triumph of Communism.




THE NATIONAL QUESTION SOLVED
By Chimnaz Aslanova

VICE~CHAIRMAN OF THE SOVIET OF NATIONALITIES OF THE
SUPREME SOVIET OF THE U.S.S.R.

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, BAKU, AZERBAIJAN

HE U.S.S.R. is a country of many nationalities. Its vast

I territory, stretching from the Arctic tundras to the sub-
tropics, is inhabited by scores of different peoples: Russians,
Ukrainians, Byelorussians, Uzbeks, Georgians, Kazakhs, Azer-
baijanians, Turkmenians, Yakuts, Buryats, Tajiks, Jews, Poles,
Nentsi, Ossetians, Lezghins, Greeks, Tatars, Kalmyks, Chukchi,
Yukaghirs, Aleuts, and numerous others.

Want and destitution was the lot of these natlonalmcs in the
past. Theirs was a life of endless misery left in the wake of fre-
quent bloody tragedies which took their toll of thousands—and
sometimes millions—of human lives. Lenin called tsarist Russia
“a prison of nations.”

Prior to the Great October Socialist Revolution only the Rus-
sians were considered the indigenous population of the country.
All other nationalities were termed “aliens.” But even of the
Russians only a small minority enjoyed a privileged position. The
overwhelming majority of the Russian people—the workers and
peasants—were denied political rights and bore the yoke of
economic oppression.

The peoples of the Far North were the victims of the sharp
practices of the traders who would come to their habitations and
exchange a sewing needle for a deer, or a bottle of vodka or a
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brick of pressed tea for the skin of a sable. The Chukchi would
be tricked into exchanging a beaver skin for a bottle of vodka
treated with makhorka and blue vitriol to give it an extra kick.
In the Northern Urals traders would wheedle out a couple of the
exceedingly valuable blue fox skins in exchange for an axe.

The mountaineers of the Caucasus—after having for many de-
cades waged an unequal war for their freedom—abandoned their
auls (villages), orchards and pastures and retreated into the moun-
tains, preferring to lead a life of semi-starvation in the recesses
of the naked ridges rather than to submit to slavery. Many Kirg-
hiz, Tajiks, and other inhabitants of the mountainous districts of
Central Asia likewise left their fertile land and pastures in the
valleys and retreated into the mountains, .

Many a time did the peoples of the Caucasus and Central Asia
suffer cruel and bloody defeat in their fight for their national
independence; but defeat could not stifle their love for liberty, and
tsarist Russia was always rife with insurrections and rebellions
of the oppressed peoples.

The tsarist government tried to paralyze the resistance of the
subjugated peoples and to maintain its own rule by sowing
hatred and discord among the various nationalities and inciting
one nation against another: Russians against Jews, Armenians
against Azerbaijanians, the Turkmenian tribes against one an-
other, etc.

Anti-Jewish pogroms and massacres of other nationalities were
quite frequent in tsarist Russia. In the Caucasus a whole town,
Shusha, was razed to the ground and most of its inhabitants—
about 20,000 people—slaughtered as the result of a bloody mas-
sacre instigated by the tsarist government authorities,

The tsarist government resorted to pogroms and incitement of
national hatred most often as a means of stemming the rising
tide of the revolutionary movement in the country. By these
means the tsarist officials tried to divert the anger of the people
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from the autocrélcy, to blame one nationality for the misery and
destitution of another, to head off the struggle of the working
people against the tsar’s arbitrary rule.

Jews, Azerbaijanians, Uzbeks and people of many other
nationalities were not allowed to hold government positions. The
tsarist government was particularly ruthless in its policy of hate
with regard to the Jews. In this respect the German fasci§ts are
worthy successors to the Black Hundreds of tsarist Russia.

Jews wetre confined to a so-called Pale of Settlement. They were
not permitted to live in Central Russia or in St. Petersburg, then
the capital, and in a number of other large cities. It may be men-
tioned that the Russian landscape painter Levitan, one of the
greatest artists of Russia, was deported from Moscow as a Jew.
Jews were not allowed to engage in agriculture. A special quota
was established for the admission of Jewish children to high
schools and universities, according to which the number of Jews
could not exceed three per cent of the total number of students
in St. Petersburg and Moscow and five per cent in other cities.

The numerous peoples inhabiting the territory of the former

Russian Empire endured the double yoke of the tsarist govern-

ment and of their own landlords, feudal princes, priests, and
merchants,

The policy of the tsarist government was to keep the enslaved
peoples of its colonies in a state of ignorance and darkness. In

. pre-revolutionary Kirghizia only one out of two hundred could

read and write. There was not a single university or college in
Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, Armenia and other colonies of the tsar’s
government. The number of elementary schools could be coun-
ted on one’s fingers. Instruction in the native languages was
forbidden. No literature was published in the languages of the
oppressed colonial peoples. The creative genius of the non-
Russian nationalities was suppressed. The treasures of folk art,
the products of the age-old national cultures of the Ukrainian,
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Georgian, Armenian, Kirghiz and other peoples, were buried in
oblivion. In Georgia people were persecuted for singing popular
folksongs. The Ukrainians were not permitted to have their
own theatre. Scores of peoples of old Russia even had no alpha-
bet of their own.

The Great October Socialist Revolution, which transformed
the former Russian Empire into a free democratic state, into the
fatherland of all labouring people, put an end to national oppres-
sion. The October Revolution emancipated all the peoples of
Russia, and they have since become the masters of their own
destinies.

A few days after the victorious October Revolution, on Novem-
ber 15, 1917, the “Declaration of Rights of the Peoples of Russia,”
a document of the greatest historic significance, was signed by
Lenin and Stalin, the leaders of the Revolution.

This document announced the principles of the national
policy of the Soviet Government:

1. Equality and sovereignty of the people of Russia.

2. The right of the peoples of Russia to free self-determination,
including the right to secede and form an independent state.

3. The abolition of all national and national-religious privileges
and restrictions whatsoever.

4. Free development for the national minorities and ethno-
graphic groups inhabiting the territory of Russia.

The declaration of Rights of the Peoples of Russia pointed
out to the labouring masses of the various nationalities the only
way to their emancipation—the brotherly union of peoples, their
common struggle against the rule of the bourgeoisie—for their
independence and freedom.

The Russian workers and peasants, fighting in close unity with
the working people of all the nationalities of the Soviet Repub-
lics, defended their state independence and routed the internal
counter-revolutionary forces and the foreign interventionists. This
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historic victory of the Soviet power welded the working people of
the various nationalities into a mighty force.

In 1922, soon after the end of the Civil War and the defeat of
the foreign interventionists, the first All-Union Congress of
Soviets was convened in Moscow. This Congress decided un-
animously to form the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The
declaration adopted by the Congress stressed the voluntary nature
of the union of all the Soviet Republics, each of which reserved
the right freely to secede from the Union.

The amalgamation of the several Soviet Republics into a single
Union was dictated, on the one hand, by the problems of economic
restoration following the havoc wrought by the war, and, on the
other hand, by the instability of the international situation and
the danger of new attacks, which necessitated the formation of a
common front of all the Soviet Republics in the face of the capi-
talist world surrounding them.

The Great Socialist October Revolution abolished all national
privileges and restrictions. But there still remained the heritage
of the past—the actual inequality of the various peoples as a re-
sult of the deliberate policy of the tsarist government to maintain
a different level of economic and cultural development for the
different nationalities. When the Soviet Republic was formed,
the Party of Lenin and Stalin at once set out to do away with
this inequality.

The working class of the great Russian people and the splendid
Russian culture with centuries of development behind it came
to the assistance of the nationalities which had remained back-
ward in their economic and cultural development. Russian cul-

ture has exercised an enormous and beneficent influence upon
the culture of all the peoples of the U.S.S.R.

With the abolition of political inequality and of the exploitation
of man by man the causes for national enmity have also been
removed.
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Suleiman Stalsky, the famous people’s poet of Daghestan, once
said: ““The Bolshevik upheaval, which shook the whole world, has
shaken up our old mode of life as well. Our vast plains have
been lighted up by the bright and eternal fire of the Great October
Revolution.” The light of this revolutionary fire has penetrated
to the mountain fastnesses of the Caucasus as well as to the deserts
of Central Asia, to the Far Eastern taiga as well a5 to the tundras
of the Far North.

There are peoples in the Soviet Union that have in two decades
made a leap from medieval backwardness to twentieth century
conditions. Modern culture has penetrated to the most remote and
inaccessible auls whither the “natives” once withdrew in order not
to submit to the tsarist colonizers.

All the national republics have been progressing at a tempestuous
rate. Their mineral wealth no longer lies idle in the bowels of the
earth. Each year brings with it discoveries of new deposits of gold,
zinc, coal, manganese, oil, tin, iron, lead, sulphur, etc. Over the
landscape rise the derricks of newly-sunk mines and the smoke-
stacks of recently-built factories. Powerful industries have sprung
up in the various national republics. Coal, copper and lead in
Kazakhstan, manganese ore in Transcaucasia, coal in Kirghizia,
zinc in North Ossetia in the Caucasus, oil in Checheno-Ingushetia
and along the southern slopes of the Urals in Bashkiria—all these
mineral resources have become the basis for the industrial develop-
ment of the respective republics.

In the past, the coal, copper and lead resorces of Kazakhstan
were left practically untouched. There was even no railway there
before the Revolution. The first railroad to traverse Kazahkstan
was the Turksib, built in 1928-32. It connects Turkestan with
Siberia and has brought to life vast stretches of semi-desert Jand.

A marvellous transformation has been wrought in the economic
life of Uzbekistan, Here a number of huge textile mills have been
built, and a powerful and complex irrigation system has brought
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about an unprecedented development of cotton growing.

Azerbaijan had only one industrial centre in the past—Baku,
famous for its oil fields. But the Baku oil resources were exploited
in a wasteful manner. The oil kings reaped enormous profits,
while the whole country and the population of Azerbaijan ling-
ered in poverty. At present many new industries are developing
in Azerbaijan, while the output of oil has increased more than
threefold. '

Every one of the eleven republics comprising the U.S.S.R. has
been undergoing a profound economic change and development.
The railway stations of the Ukraine alone now handle more
freight in a year than all the railway stations of tsarist Russia in
1913. More freight and mail is carried by -airplanes in Trans-
caucasia, Central Asia and Kazakhstan than in Germany, Great
Britain and France combined,

Industrial progress in the national republics has been accom-
panied by an intensive development of agriculture.  Collective
farming has transformed the old auls and kishlaks. Modern scien-
tific methods of cultivation and stockraising have been introduced
where formerly primitive nomadic economy prevailed. Hundreds
of thousands of tractors, harvester combines and other machines
are used on the fields of the collective farms and state farms.
Mountainous regions and boundless steppes where formerly only
the wooden plough and mattock were known, have now been
provided with modern implements and machines for efficient farm-
ing. 88,000 tractors and 27,000 harvester combines are in use
on the fields of the Ukraine. The collective farms and state farms
of Byelorussia dispose of 8,100 tractors, 4,000 threshing machines,
4,000 trucks, 1,200 flax-pulling machines. The valleys and
plateaus of Kirghizia are cultivated with the help of 3,964 tractors.
There are 6,885 tractors and 2,871 harvester combines in Tataria,
5,562 tractors in Azerbaijan, etc.

New crops have appeared in the national republics. Rice grow-
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